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P R E FA C E.

The author of these Essays is so sensible of their defects that he has re-

peatedly refused to let them appear in a form which might seem to indicate

that he thought them worthy of a permanent place in English literature.

Nor would he now give his consent to the republication of pieces so

imperfect, if, by withholding his consent, he could make republicatior'

impossible. But, as they have been reprinted more than once in the

United States, as many American copies have been imported into this

country, and as a still larger importation is expected, he conceives that

he cannot, in justice to the publishers of the Edinburgh Review, longer

object to a measure which they consider as necessary to the protection of

their rights, and that he cannot be accused of presumption for wishing
that his writings, if they are read, may be read in an edition freed at least

from errors of the press and from slips of the pen.
This volume contains the Reviews which have been reprinted in the

United States, with a very few exceptions, which the most partial reader

will no: regret The author has been strongly urged to insert three papers
on the Utilitarian Philosophy, which, when they first appeared, attracted

some notice but which are not in the American editions. He has how-
ever determined to omit these papers, not because he is disposed to retract

a single doctrine which they contain ; but because he is unwilling to offer

what might be regarded as an affront to the memory of one from whose
opinions he still widely dissents, but to whose talents and virtues he admits
that he formerly did not do justice. Serious as are the faults of the Essay
on Government, a critic, while noticing those faults, should have abstained

from using contemptuous language respecting the historian of British

India. It ought to be known that Mr. Mill had the generosity, not only

to forgive, but to forget the unbecoming acrimony with which he had
been a-sailed, and was, when his valuable life closed, on terms of :ordial

friendship with his assailant.

No attempt has been made to remodel any of the pieces which are con-
tained in this volume. Even the criticism on Milton, which was written

when the author was fresh from coilcge, and which contains scarcely a
paragraph such as his matured judgment approves, still remains overloaded
witii gaudy and ungraceful ornament. The blemishes which have been
removed were, for the most part, blemishes caused by unavoidable haste.

The author has sometimes, like other contributors to periodical works,
been under the necessity of writing at a distance from all books and from
all advisers ; of trusting to his memory for facts, dates, and quotations ;

and of sending manuscripts to the post without reading them over. What
he has composed thus rapidly has often been as rapidly printed. His
object has been that every Essay should now appear as it probably would
have appeared when it was first published, if he had then been allowed an
additional day or two to revise the proof-sheets, with the assisunceofa
good library.
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CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL ESSAYS

CONTRllttTF.n TO

THE EDINBURGH REVIEW.

MILTON. (August, 1825.)

Jaannis Miltpni. Angli, Je Dt>ctriM& ChrUtitiuH libri duo posthumi. A Treatise on

Christian Doctrine, compiled from the Holy Scriptures alone. By John Milton,
translated from the Original by Charles R. Sumner, M.A., &c. &c. • 1825.

TtjWARDS the close of the year 1823, Mr Lemon, deputy-keeper of the state

papers, in the course of his researches among the presses of his office, met

with a large I^tin manuscript. With it were found corrected copies of the

foreign despatches written by Milton, while he filled the office of Secretary,

and several papers relating, m the Popish trials and the Rye-house Plot. The
whole wxs wrapped up in an envelope, superscribed To Mr Skinner, Mer-

chant. On examination, the large manuscript proved to be the long lost Essay

on the Doctrines of Christianity, which, according to Wood and Toland,

Milton finisheti after the Restoration, and deposited with Cyriac Skinner.

Skinner, it is well known, held the same political opinions with ills illustrious

friend. It is therefore probable, as Mr Lemon conjectures, that he may have

fallen under the suspicions uf the government during that persecution of the

Whigs which followed the dissolution uf the Oxford parliament, and that, in

consequence of a general seizure of his papers, this work may have l)een

brought to the office in which it has been found. But whatever the adven-

tures of the manuscript may have been, no doubt can exist that it is a genuine

relic of the great poet.

Mr Sunmer, who was commanded by his Majesty to edite and translate

the treatise, has acquitted himself of his task in a manner honourable to l»is

talents and to his character. His version is not indeed very easy or elegant

;

but it is entitled to the praise of clearness and fidehty. His notes abound

with interesting quotations, and have the rare merit of really elucidating the

text. The preface is evidently the work of a sensible and candid man, firm

in his own religious opinions, and tolerant towards those of others.

The book itself will not add much to the fame of Milton. It is, like all

his I>atin works, well written, though not e.xactly in the style »>f the prize

essays of Oxford and Cambridge. There is no elaborate imitation of classi-

cal .antiquity, no scrupulous purity, none of the ceremonial cleanness which

characterizes the diction of our academical Pharisees. The author does not

attempt to polish and brighten his composition into the Ciceronian gloss and

brilliancy. He does not, in short, sacrifice sense ami s^iirit to pedantic re-

finements. The nature of his subject compelled him to use many words

" Thai would have made Quintilian stare and gasp."

But he writes with as much ease and freedom as if Latin were his mother

tongue ; and, where he is least happy, his failure seems to arise from the

carelessness of a native, not from the ignorance of a foreigner. We may
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apply to him what Denham with great felicity says of Cowley. He
the garb, but not the clothes of the ancients.

Throughout the volume are discernible the traces of a powerful and inde-

pendent mind, emancipated from the influence of authority, and devoted to the

search of truth. Milton professes to form his system from the Bible alone
;

and his digest of scriptural texts is certainly among the best that have ap-

peared. But he is not always so happy in his inferences as in his citations.

Some of the heterodox doctrines which he avows seemed to have excited con-

siderable amazement, particularly his Arianism, and his theory on the .subject

of polygamy. Yet we can scarcely conceive that any person could have read

the Paradise Lost without suspecting him of the former ; nor do we think that

any reader, acquainted with the history of his life, ought to be much startled

at the latter. The opinions which he has expressed respecting the nature of

the Deity, the eternity of matter, and the observation of the Sabbath, might,

we thinli, have caused more just surprise.

But we will not go into the discussion of these points. The book, were it

far more orthodox or far more heretical than it is, would not much edify or

corrupt the present generation. The men of our time are not to be converted

or per\'erled by quartos. A few more days, and this essay will follow the

Pe/eusio Popiili to the^dust and silence of the upper shelf. The name of

its author, and the remarkable circumstances attending its publication, will

secure to it a certain degree of attention. For a month or two it will occupy
a few minutes of chat in every drawing-room, and a few columns in eveiy

magazine ; and it will then, to borrow the elegant language of the play-bills,

be withdrawn, to make room for the forthcoming novelties.

We wish, however, to avail ourselves of the interest, transient as it may
be, which this work has excited. The dexterous Capuchins never choose to

preach on the life and miracles of a saint, until they have awakened the de-

votional feelings of their auditors by exhibiting some relic of him, a thread of

bis garment, a lock of his hair, or a drop of his blood. On the same prin-

ciple, we intend to take advantage of the late interesting discovery, and,

while this memorial of a great and good man is still in the hands of all, to say

something of his moral and intellectual qualities. Nor, we are convinced, will

the severest of our readers blame us if, on an occasion like the present, we
turn for a short time from the topics of the day, to commemorate, in all love

and reverence, the genius and virtues of John Milton, the poet, the statesman,

the philosopher, the glory of English literature, the champion and the martyr
of English liberty.

I t is by his poetry that Milton is best knoam ; and it is of his poetry that we
wish first tos]jeak. By the general suffrage of the civilised world, his place

has been assigned among the greatest masters of the art. His detractors, how-
ever, though outvoted, have not been silenced. There are many critics, and
some of great name, who contrive in the same breath to extol the jwems and
to decry the poet. The works they acknowledge, considered in themselves,

may be classed among the noblest productijjnsjjf thejLUiaauiiwnd. But
they will not allow the author to rank~with those great men who, bom in

the infancy of civilisation, supplied, by their own powers, the want of in-

stuiction, and, though destitute of models themselves, bequeathed to pos-

terity models which defy imitation. Milton, it is said, inherited what his

predecessors created ;' he lij^ed in an eii1ight^.ned age ; he received a finished

eduration ; and we must therefore, if we would form a just estimate of his

powers, make large deductions in consideration of these advantages.
We venture to say, on the contrary, paradoxical as the remark may ap-

pear, that no poet has ever had to struggle with more unfavourable circum-

stances than Milton. He doubted, as he has himself owned, whether he had
not been bom " an agejoajate." For this notion Johnson has thought fit
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to make him the butt of much clumsy ridicule. The poet, we believe, under-

stood the nature of his art belter than the critic. He knew that his poetical

genius derived no advantage from the cinlisation which surrounded him, or

from the learning which he had acquired ; and he looked back with some-

thing like regret to the ruder age of simple words and vi\-id impressions.

We think that, as civilisation advances, poetry almost necessarily tleclines.

Therefore, though we fer^'ently admire those great works of imagination which

have appeared in dark ages, we do not admire them the more because they have

appeared in dark ages. On the contrarv-, we hold that the most wonderful and

splendid proof of genius is a great poem produced in a civilised age. We can-

not understand why those who believe in that most orthodox article of literary

faith, that the earliest poets are generally the best, should wonder at the rule

as if it were the exception. Surely the uniformity of the phsenomenon indi-

cates a corresponding uniformity in the cause.

The fact is, that common observers reason from the progress of the experi-

mental sciences to that of the imitative arts. The improvement of the former

is gradual and slow. Ages are spent in collecting materials, ages more in

separating and combining them. Even when a system has been formed, there

is still something to add, to alter, or to reject. Every generation enjoys the

use of a vast hoard bequeathed to it by antiquity, and transmits that hoard,

augmented by fresh acquisitions, to future ages. In these pursuits, therefore,

the first speculators lie under great disadvantages, and, even when they fail,

are entitled to praise. Their pupils, with far inferior intellectual powers,

spee^iily surpass them in actual attainments. Every girl who has read Mrs
Marcet's little dialogues on Political Economy could teach Montague or

Waljxile many lessons in finance. Any intelligent man may now, by resolutely

applying himself for a few years to mathematics, learn more than the great

Newton knew after half a century- of study and meditation.

But it is not thus with music, with painting, or with sculpture. Still less is

it thus with poetry. The progress of refinement rarely supplies these arts with

better objects of imitation. It may indeed improve the instruments which are

necessary to the mechanical operations of the musician, the sculptor, and the

painter. But language, the machine of the poet, is best fitted for his purpose

m its rudest state. Nations, like individuals, first perceive, and then abstract.

They advance from particular images to general terms. Hence the vocabu-

lary of an enlightened society is philosophical, that of a half-civilised people

is poetical.

This change in the language of men is partly the cause and partly the effect

of a corresponding change in the nature of their intellectual operations, of a

change by which science gains and poetry loses. Generali-sation is necessary

to the advancement of knowledge ; but particularly is indispensable to the

creations of the imagination. In proportion as men know more and think more,

they look less at individuals and more at classes. They therefore make better

theories and worse poems. They give us vague phrases instead of images,

and personified qualities instead of men. They may be better able to analyse

human nature than their predecessors. But analysis is not the business of the

poet. His office is to portray, not to dissect. He may believe in a moral sense,

like Shaftesbury ; he may refer all human actions to self-interest, like Helve-

tius ; or he may never think about the matter at all. His creed on such subjects

will no more influence his poetry, properly so called, than the notions which a

painter may have conceived respecting the lacrymal glands, or the circulation

of the blood, will affect the tears of his Niobe, or the blushes of his Auroni.

If Shakespeare had written a book on the motives of human actions, it is by

no means certain that it would have been a good one. It is extremely improb-

able that it would have contained half so much able reasoning on the subject

as is la be found in the Fable of the Bees. But could Mandeville have created
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an lago ? Well as he knew how to resolve characters into their elements,
would he have been able to combine those elements in such a manner as to

make up a man, a real, living, individual man ?

Perhaps no person can be a poet, or can even enjoy poetry, without a cer-

tain unsoundness of mind, if anything which gives so much pleasure ought to

be called unsoundness. By poetry we mean not all writing in verse, nor even
all good writing in verse. Our definition excludes many metrical compositions
which, on other grounds, deserve the highest praise. By poetry we mean the
art of employing words in such a manner as to produce an illusion on the im-
agination, the art of doing by means of words what the painter does by means
of colours. Thus the gi-eatest of poets has described it, in lines universally

admired for the vigour and felicity of their diction, and still more valuable on
account of the just notion which they convey of the art in which he excelled :

" As imagination bodies forth

The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen
Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothing
A local habitation and a name."

These are the fruits of the "fine frenzy" which he ascribes to the poet

—

a fine frenzy doubtless, but still a frenzy. Truth, indeed, is essential to

poetry ; but it is the truth of madness. The reasonings are just ; but tiie

premises are false. After the first suppositions have been made, every' thing
ought to be consistent ; but those first suppositions require a degree of cre-

dulity which almost amounts to a partial and temporary derangement of the
intellect. Hence of all people children are the most imaginative. They
abandon themselves without reserve to every illusion. Eveiy image which
is strongly presented to their mental eye produces on them the etTect of

reality. No man, whatever his sensibility may be, is ever affected by Hamlet
or Lear, as a little girl is affected by the story of poor Red Riding-hood.
She knows that it is all false, that wolves cannot speak, that there are no
wolves in England. Yet in spite of her knowledge she believes ; she weeps

;

she trembles ; she dares not go into a dark room lest she should feel the

teeth of the monster at her throat. Such is the despotism of the imagination
over uncultivated minds.

In a rude state of society men are children with a greater variety of ideas.

It is therefore in such a state of society that we may expect to find the

poetical temperament in its highest perfection. In an enlightened age there
will be much intelligence, much science, much philosophy, abundance of just

classification and sul^tle analysis, abundance of wit and elotjuence, abundance
of verses, and even of good ones ; but little poetry. Men will judge and
compare ; but they will not create. They will' talk about the old poets, and
comment on them, and to a certain degree enjoy them. But they wiU
scarcely be able to conceive the effect which poetry jiroduced on their ruder
ancestors, the agony, the ecstasy, the plenitude of belief. The Greek Rhap-
sodist, according to Plato, could scarce recite Homer without falling into

convulsions. The Mohawk hardly feels the scalping knife while he shouts his

death-song. The power wliich the ancient bards of Wales and Germany exer-

cised over their auditors seems to modern readers almost miraculous. Such
feelings are very rare in a civilised community, and most rare among those who
participate most in its improvements. They linger longest among the peasantry.

Poetry produces an illusion on tlie eye of the mind, as a magic lantern pro-

duces an illusion on the eye of the body. And, as the magic lantern acts best

in a dark room, ])oetry effects its purpose most completely in a dark age. As
the light of knowledge breaks in upon its exhibitions, as the outlines of cer-

tainty become more and more definite, and the shades of probability more and
more distinct, the hues and lineaments of the phantoms which the poet calls

up grow fainter and fainter. We cannot unite the incompalible advantages
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of reality and deception, the clear discernment of truth and the exquisite

cnjo)incnt of fiction.

He who, in an enhghtened and hterary society, aspires to be a great poet,

must first become a little child. He must take to pieces the whole web o!

his mind. He must unlearn much of that knowleilgc which has perhaps con-

stituted hitherto his chief title to superiority. His very talents will be a hin-

drance to him. His difficulties will be proportioned to his proficiency in the

pursuits which are fashionable among his contemporaries ; and that proficiency

will in general be proportioned to the vigour and activity of his mind. And
it is well if, after all his sacrifices and exertions, his works do not resemble

a lisping man or a motlem ruin. We have seen in our own time great

talents, intense labour, and long meditation, employed in this struggle against

the spirit of the age, and employed, we will not say absolutely in vain,

but with dubious success and feeble applause.

If these reasonings be just, no poet has ever triumphed over greater diffi-

culties than Milton. He received a learned education : he was a profound

and elegant classical scholar : he had studied all the mysteries of Rabbinical

literature : he was intimately acquainted w ith ever)' language of modem
Europe, firom which either pleasure or information was then to be derived.

He was perhaps the only great poet of later times who has l>een distinguished

i>y the excellence of his Latin verse. The genius of Petrarch was scarcely

of the first order ; and his poems in the ancient language, though much
praised by those who have never read them, are wretched compositions.

Cowley, with all his admirable wit and ingenuity, had little imagination : nor

indeed do we think his classical diction comparable, to that of Milton. The
authority of Johnson is against us on this point. But Johnson had studied

the bad writers of the middle ages till he had become utterly insensible to the

.A.ugustan elegance, and was as ill qualified to judge between two Latin styles

is a habitual drunkard to set up for a wine-taster.

Versification in a dead langiiage is an exotic, a far-fetched, costly, sickly,

imitation of that which elsewhere may be found in healthful and spontaneous

perfection. The soils on which this rarity flourishes are in general as ill suited

to the production of vigorous native poetr)- as the flo%ver-pots of a hot-house
to the grovrth of oaks. That the author of the Paradise Lost should have
written the Epistle to Manso was tndy wonderful. Never before were such
marked originality and such exquisite mimicry found together. Indeed in all

the Latin poems of Milton the artificial manner indispensable to such work>
is admirably preserved, while, at the same time, his genius gives to them a
peculiar chann, an air of nobleness and freedom, which distinguishes them
from all other writings of the same class. They remind us of the amusements
of those angelic warriors who composed the cohort of Gabriel :

" About him exercised heroic games
The unarmed youth of heaven. But o'er their heads
Celestial armour^-, shield, helm, and spe.nr.

Hung high, with diamcnd flaming and with gold."

We cannot look upon the sportive exercises for which the genius of Milton
ungirds itself, without catching a glimpse of the gorgeous anil terrible

panoply which it is accustomed to wear. The strength of his imagination
triumphed over every obstacle. So intense and ardent was the fire of his

mind, that it nc>t only was not .suffocated beneath the weight of fuel, but
penetrated the whole superincumbent ma.ss with its own heat and radiance.

It is not our intention to attempt anything like a complete examination of

the poetry of Milton. The public has lung Ix-en agrceil xs to the merit of

the most remarkable pas.sages, the incomparable harmony of tlie numbers,
and the excellence of that style, which no rival has been able to equal, and
no parodist to degrade, which displays in their highest perfection the idio-



6 MILTON.

ma-lic powers of the English tongue, and to which every ancient and every
modern language has contributed something of grace, of energy, or of music.
In the vast field of criticism on which we are entering, innumerable reapers

have already put their sickles. Yet the harvest is so abundant that the negli-

gent search of a straggling gleaner may be rewarded with a sheaf.

The most striking characteristic of the poetry of Milton is the extreme
remoteness of the associations by means of which it acts on the reader. Its

effect is produced, not so much by what it expresses, as by what it suggests ;

not so much by the ideas wliicli it directly conveys, as by other ideas which
are connected with them. He electrifies the mind through conductors.

The most unimaginative man must understand the Iliad. Homer gives him
no choice, and requires from him no exertion, but takes the whole upon
himself, and sets the images in so clear a light, that it is impossible to be
blind to them. The works of Milton cannot Ije comprehended or enjoyed,

imless the mind of the reader co-operate with that of the writer. He does

not paint a finished picture, or play for a mere passive listener. He
sketches, and leaves others to fill up the outline. He strikes the key-note,

and expects his hearer to make out the melody.
We often hear of the raagical.iiifluence of poetry. The expression in general

means nothing : but, applied to the wri^in^ of Milton, it is most appropriate.

His poetry acts like an incantation. Its merit lies less in its obvious meaning
than in its occult power. There would seem, at first sight, to be no more in his

words than in other words. But they are words of enchantment. No sooner

lare they pronounced, than the past is present and the distant near. New forms

/of beauty start at once into existence, and all the burial-places of the memory
' give up.their dead. Change the structure of the sentence ; substitute one syn-

onyme for another, and the whole effect is destroyed. The spell loses its power;
and he who should then hope to conjure with it would find himself as much
mistaken as Cassim in the Arabian tale, when he stood crying, " Open
Wheat," "Open Barley," to the door which obeyed no sound but "Open
Sesame. " The miserable failure of Dryden in his attempt to translate into his

own diction some parts of the Paradise Lost, is a remarkable instance of this.

In support of these observations we may remark, that scarcely any pas-

sages in the poems of Milton are more generally known or more frequently

repeated than those which are little more than muster-rolls of names. They
are not always more appropriate or more melodious than other names. But
they are charmed names. Every one of them is the first link in a long chain

of associated ideas. Like the dwelling-place of our infancy revisited in

manhood, like the song of our country heard in a strange land, they produce

upon us an effect wholly independent of their intrinsic value. One trans-

ports us back to a remote period of history. Another places us among the

novel scenes and manners of a distant region. A third evokes all the dear

classical recollections of childhood, the school-room, the dog-eared Virgil,

the holiday, and the prize. A fourth brings before us the splendid phan-

toms of chivalrous romance, the trophied lists, the embroidered housings,

the quaint devices, the haunted forests, the enchanted gardens, the achieve-

ments of enamoured knights, and the smiles of rescued princesses.

In none of the works of Milton is his peculiar manner more happily displayed

than in the Allegro and the Penseroso. It is impossible to conceive that the

mechanism of language can be brought to a more exqui.site degree of perfection.

These poems differ from others, as attar of roses differs from ordinary rose-

water, the close packed essence from the thin diluted mixture. They are in-

deed not so much poems, as collections of hints, from each of which the reade?

is to make out a poem for him.self Every epithet is a text for a stanza.

The Comus and the Samson Agonistes are works which, though of very

different merit, ofTer some marked points of resemblance. Both are lyric
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poeaxS-in-t)t* form of plays. There are perhaps no two kinds of composition
so essentially dissimilar as the drama and the ode. The husiness of the

dramatist is to keep himself out of sight, and to let nothing appear but his

characters. As soon as he attracts notice to his personal feelings, the illu-

sion is broken. The effect is as unpleasant as that which is produced on
the stage by the voice of a prompter or the entrance of a scene-shifter.

Hence it was, that the tragetlies of Byron were his least successful jK-rform-

ances. They resemble those pasteboard pictures invented by the friend of

children, Mr Ne-.vbery, in which a single moveable head goes round twenty
different bodies, so that the same face looks out upon us successively, from
the uniform of a hussar, the furs of a judge, and the rags of a beggar. In

all the characters, patriots and tyrants, haters and lovers, the frown and
sneer of Harold were discernible in an instant. But this species of egotism,

though fatal to the drama, is the inspiration of the ode. It is the part ot

the lyric poet to abandon himself, without reserve, to his own emotions.

Between these hostile elements many great men have endeavoured to effect

an amalgamation, but never \\nth complete success. The Gteekolrama, on
the model of wh ich the Samson was written, sprang from-the-<^)de. The
diglofnie was ingrafted ya the chorus, and naturally partook of its character.

The genius of the greatest of the Athenian dramatists co-operated with the

circumstances under which tragedy made its first appearance. /Eschylus was,

head and heart, a lyric poet. In his time, the Greeks had far more inter-

course with the East than in the days of Homer; and they had not yet acquired

that immense superiority in war, in science, and in the arts, which, in the fol-

lowing generation, led them to treat the Asiatics with contempt. From the

narrative of Herodotus it should seem that they still looked up, with the vene-

ration of disciples, to Egypt and Assyria. At this period, accordingly, it was
natural that the literature of Greece should be tinctured with the Oriental style.

And that style, we think, is discernible in the works of Pindar and .^schylus.

T he latter often reminds us of the Hebrew writers. The book of Job, in-

deed, in conduct and diction, bears a considerable resemblance to some
of his dramas. Considered as plays, his works are absurd ; considered as

choruses, they are above all praise. If, for instance, we examine the address
of Clytsemnestra to Agamemnon on his retum, or the description of the seven
Argive chiefs, by the principles of dramatic writing, we shall instantly con-

demn them as monstrous. But if we forget the characters, and think only
of the poetry, we shall admit that it has never been surpassed in energy and
magnificence. Sophocles made the Greek drama as dramatic as was con-

sistent with its original form. His portraits of men have a sort of similarity ;

but it is the similarity not of a painting, but of a bas-relief. It suggests a
resemblance ; but it does not produce an illusion. Euripides attempted to

carry the reform further. But it was a task far beyond his powers, perhaps
beyond any powers. Instead of correcting what was bad, he destroyed what
was excellent. He substituted cratches for stilts, bad sermons for good odes.

Milton, it is well known, admired Euripides highly, much more highly than,

in our opinion, Euripides deserved. Indeed the caresses which this partialit'/

leads our countryman to bestow on " sad Electra's poet," sometimes remind
us of the beautiful (^ueen of Eairy-land kissing the long ears of Bottom. At all

events, there can be no doubt that this veneration for the Athenian, whether
just or not, was injurious to the .Samson Agonistes. Had Milton taken /Eschy-

lus for his motlel, he would have given himself up to the KtIc inspiration, and
poured out profusely all the treasures of his mind, without bestowing a thought

on those dramatic proprieties which the nature of the work rendered it im-

possible to preserve. In the attempt to reconcile things in their own nature

inconsistent he has failed, as every one else must have failed. We cannot

identify ourselves with the characters, as in a gocKJ play. We cannot identify
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ourselves with >he poet, as in a good ode. The conflicting ingredients, like

an acid and an alkali mixed, neutralise each other. We are by no means in-

sensible to the merits of this celebrated piece, to the severe dignity of the style,

the graceful and pathetic solemnity of the opening speech, or the wild and
barbaric melody which gives so striking an effect to the choral passages.

But we think it, we confess, the least successful effort of the genius of Milton.

The Comus is framed on the model of the Italian Masque, as the Samson
is framed on the model of the Greek Tragedy. It is certainly the noblest

performance of the kind which exists in any language. It is as far superior

to the Faitliful Shepherdess, as the Faithful Shepherdess is to the Aminta,

or the Aminta to the Pastor Fido. It was well for Milton that he had here

no Euripides to mislead him. He understood and loved the literature of

modern Italy. But he did not feel for it the same veneration which he
entertained for the remains of Athenian and Roman poetiy, consecrated by
so -many lofty and endearing recollections. The faults, moreover, of his

Italian predecessors were of s, kind to which his mind had a deadly anti-

pathy. He could stoop to a plain style, sometimes even to a bald style ;

but false brilliancy was his utter aversion. His Muse had no objection to a

russet attire ; but she turned with disgust from the finery of Guarini, as

tawdry and as paltry as the rags of a chimney-sweejjer on May-day. What-
ever ornaments she wears are of massive gold, not only dazzling to the sight,

but capable of standing the severest test of the crucible.

Milton attended in the Comus to the distinction which he afterwards

neglected in the Samson. He made his Masque what it ought to be, essen-

tiall^lyrical, and dramatic only in semblance. He has not attempted a fruit-

less struggle against a defect inherent in the nature of that species of composi-

tion ; and he has therefore succeeded, wherever success was not impossible.

The speeches must be read as majestic soliloquies ; and he who so reads them
will be enraptured with their eloquence, their sublimity, and their music.

Theinterruptionsofthe dialogue, however, impose a constraint upon the writer,

and break the illusion of the reader. The finest passages are those which
are lyric in form as well as in spirit. " I should much commend," says the

excellent Sir Henry Wotton in a letter to Milton, " the tragical part if the

lyrical did not ravish me with a certain Dorique delicacy in your songs and
odes, whereunto, I must plainly confess to you, I have seen yet nothing par-

allel in our language." The criticism was just. It is when Milton escapes

from the shackles of the dialogue, when he is discharged from the labour of

uniting two incongruous styles, when he is at liberty to indulge liis choral

raptures without reserve, that he rises even above himself. Then, like his

own good Genius bursting from the earthly fonn and weeds of Thyrsis, he
stands forth in celestial freedom and beauty ; he seems to cry exultingly,

" Now my task is smoothly done,
I can fly, or I can run,"

to skim the earth, to soar above the clouds, to bathe in tiie Elysian dew
of the rainbow, and to inhale the balmy smells of nard and cassia, which the

musky wings of the zephyr scatter through the cedared alleysof theHesperides.

There are several of the minor poems of Milton on which we would willingly

make a few remarks. .Still more willingly would we enter into a detailed

examination of that admirable poem, the Paradise Regained, which, strangely

enough, is scarcely ever mentioned except as an instance of the blindness of

the parental affection which men of letters bear towards the offspring of their

intellects. That Milton was mistaken in preferring this work, excellent as it

is, to the Paradise I>ost, we readily admit. But we are sure that the superi-

ority of the Paradise Lost to the Paradise Regained is not more decided, than

the superiority of the Paradise Regained to every poem which has since made
its appearance. Our limits, however, prevent us from discussing the point
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at length. We hasten on to that extraordinary proHiiction which the general

sutTrage of critics has placed in the highest clxss of human compositions.

The only poem of mo<iem times which can be compared with the Para-

dise Lost is the Divine Comedy. The subject of Milton, in some points,

resembled that of Dante ; but lie has treated it in a widely different man-
ner. We cannot, we think, better illustrate our opinion respecting our own
great poet, than by contrasting him with the father of Tuscan literature.

The. poetry of Milton differs from that of Dante, as the hieroglyphics of

Eg>'pt differed from the picture-writing of Mexico. The images which

Dante employs speak for themselves ; they stand simply for what they are.

Those of Milton have a signification which is often discernible only to the

initiated. Their value depends less on what they directly represent than

on what they remotely suggest. However strange, however grotesque, may
be the apf)e»rance which Dante undertakes to describe, he never shrinks

from describing it. He gives us the shape, tlie colour, the sound, the

smell, the taste ; he counts the numbers ; he meifcures the size. His

similes are the illustrations of a traveller. Unlike those of other poets, and
especially of .Milton, they are introduced in a plain, business-like manner ;

not for the sake of any beauty in the objects frorr. which they .are drawn
;

not for the sake of any ornament which they may impart to the poem ; but

simply in order to make the meaning of the writer as clear to the reader as

it is to him.self. The ruins of the precipice which led from the sixth to the

seventh circle of hell were like those of the rock which fell into the Adige

on the south of Trent. The cataract of Phlegethon was like that of Aqua
Cheta at the monasteiy of St Benedict. The place where the heretics were

confined in burning tombs resembled the vast cemetery of Aries.

Now let us compare with the exact details of Dante the dim intimations of

Milton. We will cite a few examples. The English poet has never thought

of taking the measure of Satan. He gives us merely a vague idea of vast bulk.

In one passage the fiend lies stretched out huge in length, floating many a

rood, equal in si/e to the earth-bom enemies of Jove, or to the sea-monster

which the mariner mistakes for an island. When he addresses him.self to battle

against the guardian angels, he stands like Teneriffe or Atlas: his stature

reaches the sky. Contrast with these descriptions the lines in which Dante

has described the gigantic spectre of Ximrod. *' His face seemed to me as

long and as broad as the ball of St Peter's at Rome; and his other limbs were

in proportion; so that the bank, which concealed him from the waist down-
wards, nevertheless showed so much of him, that three tall Germans would
in vain have attempted to reach to his hair." We are sensible that we do no
justice to the admirable style of the Florentine poet. But Mr Gary's transla-

tion is not at hand ; and our version, however rude, is sufficient to illustrate

our meaning.
Once more, compare the lazar-house in the eleventh book of the Paradise

Lost with the last ward of Malebolge in Dante. Milton avoids the loath.some

details, and takes refuge in indistinct but solemn and tremendous imagery,

Despair hurrying from couch to couch to mock the wretches with his attend-

ance. Death shaking his dart over them, but, in spite of supplications, delay-

ing to strike. What says Dante ? " There was such a moan there as there

would be if all the sick who, between July and September, are in the hospi-

tals of Valdichiana, and of the Tuscan swamps, and of Sardinia, were in

one pit together ; and such a stench was issuing forth as is wont to issue

from decayed limbs."

We will not take upon ourselves the invidious office of settling precedency

between two such writers. Each in his own department is incomparable ; and
each, we may remark, has wisely, or fortunately, taken a subject adapted to

exhibit his peculiar ulent to the greatest advantage. The Divine Comedy
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is a personal narrative. Dante is the eye-witness and ear-witness of that

which he relates. He is the very man who has heard the tormented spirits

crying out for the second death, who has read the dusky characters on the

portal within which there is no hope, who has hidden his face from the ter-

rors of the Gorgon, who has fled from the hooks and the seething pitch of

Barbariccia and Draghignazzo. His own hands have grasped the shaggy sides

of Lucifer. His own feet have climbed the mountain of expiation. His own
brow has been marked by the purifying angel. The reader would throw
aside such a tale in incredulous disgust, unless it were told with the strongest

air of veracity, with a sobriety even in its horrors, with the greatest precision

and multiplicity in its details. The narrative of Milton in this respect differs

from that of Dante, as the adventures of Amadis differ from those of Gulliver.

The author of Amadis would have made his book ridiculous if he had intro-

duced those minute particulars which give such a charm to tlie wcjrk of Swift,

the nautical observations, the affected delicacy about names, the official docu-

ments transcribed at full length, and all the unmeaning gossip and scandal

of the court, springing out of nothing, and tending to nothing. We are not

shocked at being told that a man who lived, nobody knows when, saw many
very strange sights, and we can easily abandon ourselves to the illusion of

the romance. But when Lemuel Gulliver, surgeon, resident at Rotherhithe,

tells us of pygmies and giants, flying islands, and philosophising horses,

nothing but such circumstantial touches could produce for a single moment
a deception on the imagination.

Of all the poets who have introduced into their works the agency of super-

natural beings, Milton has succeeded best. Here Dante decidedly yields to

him : and as this is a point on which many rash and ill-considered judgments
have been pronounced, we feel inclined to dwell on it a little longer. The
most fatal error which a poet can possibly commit in the management of his

machinery, is that of attempting to philosophise too much. Milton has been
often censured for ascribing to spirits many functions of which spirits must
be incapable. But these objections, though sanctioned by eminent names,
originate, we venture to say, in profound ignorance of the art of poetry.

What is spirit ? \Miat are our own minds, the portion of spirit witli which
we are best accjuainted ? We observe certain jilisenomena. W'e cannot

explain them into material causes. We therefore infer that there exists

something which is not material. But of this .something we have no idea.

We can define it only by negatives. We can reason about it only by sym-
bols. We use the word ; but we have no image of the thing ; and the busi-

ness of poetry is with images, and not with words. The poet uses words
indeed ; but they are merely the instruments of his art, not its objects.

They are the materials which he is to dispose in such a manner as to present

a jiicture to the mental eye. And if they are not so disposed, they are

no more entitled to be called poetry than a bale of canvas and a box of

colours to be called a j^ainting.

Logicians may reason about abstractions. But the great mass of men must
liave images. The strong tendency of the multitude in all ages and nations to

idolatry can be explained on no other principle. The first inhabitants of Greece,

there is reason to believe, worshipped one invisible Deity. But the necessity

of having something more definite to adore produced, in a few centuries, the

innumerable crowd of Gods and Goddesses. In like manner the ancient

Persians thought it impious to exhibit the Creator under a human form. Yet
even these transferred to the Sun the worship which, in .speculation, they con-

sidered due only to the Supreme Mind. The history of the Jews is the record

of a continued stniggle between pure Theism, supjxjrted by the most terrible

sanctions, and the strangely fascinating desire of having some visible and
tangible object of adoration. Periiaps none of the secondary causes wliich
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Gibbon has assigned for the rapidity with which Christianity spread over the
world, while Judaism scarcely ever acquired a proselyte, operated more power-
fully than thisfeelinij. God, the uncreated, the incomprehensible, the in-

visible, attracted few worshippers. A philosopher might admire so noble
a conception : but the crowd turned away in disgust from words which pre-
sented no image to their minds. It was before Deity embodied in a human
form, walking among men, partaking of their infirmities, leaning on their

bosoms, weeping over their graves, slumbering in the manger, bleeding on the
cross, that the prejudices of the Synagogue, and the doubts of the Academy,
and the pride of the Portico, and the fasces of the I>ictor, and the swords of
thirty legions, were humbled in the dust. Soon after Christianity hadachieved
its triumph, the principle which had assisted it began to corrupt it. It

became a new Paganism. Patron saints assumed the oflfices of household
gods. St George took the place of Mars. .St Elmo consoled the mari;«T
for the loss of Castor and Pollux. The Virgin Mother and Cecilia succeeded
to \enus and the Muses. The fascination of sex and loveliness was again
joined to that of celestial dignity ; and the homage of chivalry was blended
with that of religion. Reformers have often made a stand against these feel-

ings; but never with more than apparent and partial success. The men who
demolished the images in Cathedrals have not always been able to demolish
those which were enshrined in their minds. It would not be difficult to

show that in politics the same rule holds good. Doctrines, wc are afraid,

must generally be embodied before they can excite a strong public feeling.

The multitude is more easily interested for the most unmeaning badge, or

the most insignificant name, than for the most important principle.

From these considerations, we infer that no poet, who should affect that

metaphysical accuracy for the want of which Milton has been blamed, would
escape a disgraceful failure. Still, however, there was another extreme which,
though far less dangerous, was also to be avoided. The imaginations of men
are in a great measure under the control of their opinions. The most exqui-

site art of poetical colouring can produce no illusion, when it is employed
to represent that which is at once perceived to be incongruous and absurd.

Milton wrote in an age of philosophers and theologians. It was necessary,

therefore, for him to abstain from giving such a shock to their understand-
ings as might break the charm which it was his object to throw over their

imaginations. This is the real explanation of the indistinctness and incon-

sistency with which he has often been reproached. Dr Johnson acknowledges
that it was absolutely necessary that the spirits should be clothed with mate-
rial forms. " But," says he, " the poet should have secured the consist-

ency of his system by keeping immateriality out of sight, and seducing the

reader to drop it from his thoughts. " Tliis is easily said ; but what if Milton
could not seduce his readers to drop immateriality from their thoughts ?

What if the contrary opinion had taken so full a possession of the minds
of men as to leave no room even for the half l;)elief which poetry requires ?
Such we suspect to have been the case. It was impossible for the poet to

adopt altogether the material or the immaterial system. He therefore took
his stand on the debatable ground. He left the whole in ambiguity. He
has doubtless, by so doing, laid himself open to the charge of inconsistency.

But though philosophically in the wTong, we cannot but believe that he
was poetically in the right. This task, which almost any other writer would
have found impracticable, was easy to him. The peculiar art which he
nosses,sed of communicating his meaning ciraiitously through a long succcs-
r.ujn of associated idexs, and of intimating more than he expressed, enabled
him to disguise those incongruities which he could not avoid.

Poetry which relates to the beings of another world ought to be at once
mysterious and picturesque. That of Milton is so That of Dante in
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picturesque indeed beyond any that ever was written. Its effect approaches

to that produced by the pencil or the chisel. But it is picturesque to the

exclusion of all mystery. This is a fault on the right side, a fault insepar-

able from the plan of Dante's poem, which, as we have already observed,

rendered the utmost accuracy of description necessary. Still it is a fault.

The supernatural agents excite an interest ; but it is not the interest which

is proper to supernatural agents. We feel that we could talk to the ghosts

and daemons, without any emotion of unearthly awe. We could, like Don
Juan, ask them to supper, and eat heartily ni their company. Dante's

angels are good men with wings. His devils are spiteful ugly executioners.

His dead men are merely living men in strange situations. The scene v^^hich

passes between the poet and Farinata is justly celebrated. Still, Farinata

in the burning tomb is exactly what Farinata would have been at an auto aa

fe. Nothing can be more touching than the first interview of Dante and

Beatrice. Yet what is it, but a lovely woman chiding, with sweet austere

composure, the lover for whose affection she is grateful, but whose vico*.

she reprobates? The feelings which give the passage its charm would suit

the streets of Florence as well as the summit of the Mount of Purgatory.

The spirits of Milton are unlike those of almost all other writers. His

fiends, in particular, are wonderful creations. They are not metaphysical

abstractions. They are not wicked men. They are not ugly beasts. They

have no horns, no'tails, none of the fee-faw-fum of Tasso and Kiopstock.

They have just enough in common with human nature to be intelligible to

human beings. Their characters are, like their forms, marked by a certain

dim resemblance to those of men, but exaggerated to gigantic dimensions,

and veiled in mysterious gloom.

Perhaps the gods and demons of ^schylus may best bear a comparison with

the angels and devils of Milton. The style of the Athenian had, as we have

remarked, something of the Oriental character; and the same peculiarity may

be traced in his mythology. It has nothing of the amenity and elegance which

we generally find in the superstitions of Greece. All is rugged, barbaric, and

colossal. The legends of /I'lschylus seem to harmonise less with the fragrant

groves and graceful ])orticoes in which his countrymen paid their vows to the

God of Light and Goddess of Desire, than with those huge and grotesque

labyrinths of eternal granite in which Egypt enshrined her mystic Osiris, or

in which Hindostan still bows down to her seven-headed idols. His favourite

gods are those of the elder generation, the sons of heaven- and eovtb, com-

pared with whom Jupiter himself was a stripling and an upstart, the gigantic

Titans, and the inexorable Furies. Foremost among his creations of this

class stands Prometheus, half fiend, half redeemer, the friend of man, the

sullen and implacable enemy of heaven. Prometheus bears undoubtedly a

considerable resemblance to the Satan of Milton. In both we find the same

impatience of control, the same ferocity, the same unconquerable pride. In

both characters also are mingled, though in very different proportions, some

kind and generous feelings Prometheus, however, is hardly superhuman

enough. He talks too much of his chains and his uneasy posture : he is rather

too much depressed and agitated. His resolution seems to depend on the

knowledge which he possesses that he holds the fate of his torturer in his

hands, and that the hour of his release will surely come. But Satan is a

creature of another sphere. The might of his intellectual nature is victorious

over the extremity of pain. Amidst agonies which cannot be conceived

/ without horror, he deliberates, resolves, and even exults. Against the sword
' of Michael, against the thunder of Jehovah, against the flaming lake, and the

marl burning with solid fire, against the prospect of an eternity of uninter-

mitted misery, his spirit bears up unbroken, resting on its own innate ener-

gies, requiring no support from anything external, nor even from hope itself.
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To return for a moment to the par:\llel which we have been attempting

to draw between Milton and Pante, we would add that the poetry of these

great men has in a considerable degree taken its character from their moral

qualities. Thevaie-uot egotists. They rarely obtrude their idiosyncrasies

on their readers. They have nothing in common with those modern l>eg-

gars for fame, who extort a pittance from the compassion of the inex-

perienced by exposing the nakedness and sores of their minds. Vet it

would be difficult to name two writers whose works have been more c^m-

Ipletely, thou^jh undesignedly, coloured by their personal feelings.

/ Thfcharacter of Milton was peculiarly distinguished by loftiness of spirit ;

that of Dante by intensity of feeling. In every line of the Divine Comedy
we discern the asperity which is produced by pride struggling with misery.

There is perhaps no work in the world so deeply and uniformly sorrowful.

The melancholv of Dante was no fantastic caprice. It was not, as far as

at this distance' of time can lie judged, the effect of external circumstances.

It was from within. Neither love nor glory, neither the conflicts of earth

nor the hope of heaven could dispel it. It turned every consolation and

every pleasure into its own nature. It resembled that noxious Sardinian

.soil of which the intense bitterness is said to have been perceptible even in

its honey. His mind was, in the noble language of the Hebrew poet, "a
land of darkness, as darkness itself, and where the light was as darkness."

The gloom of his character discolours all the passions of men, and all the

face of nature, and tinges with its own livid hue the flowers of Paradise and

the glories of the eternal throne. All the portraits of him are singularly

characteristic. No person can look on the features, noble even to niggcd-

nes.s, the dark furrows of the cheek, the haggard and woful stare of the eye,

the sullen and contemptuous cur\'e of the lip, and doubt that they belong

to a man too proud and too sensitive to be happy.

Milton wxs, like Dante, a statesman and a lover ; and, like Dante, he had

Ixien unfortunate in ambition and in love. He had sur^•ived his health and

his sight, the comforts of his home, and the prosperity of his party. Of the

great men by whom he had been distinguished at his entrance into life, some

had been taken away from the evil to come ; some had carried into foreign

climates their unconquerable hatred of oppression ; some were pining in dun-

geons ; and some had poured forth their blood on scaffolds. Venal and licen-

tious scribblers, with just sufficient talent to clothe the thoughts of a pandar

in the style of a bellman, were now the favourite writers of the Sovereign and

of the public. It was a loathsome herd, which could be compared to nothing

so fitly xs to the rabble of Comus, grotesque monsters, half bestial, half human,

dropping with wine, bloated with gluttony, and reeling in obscene dances.

.\midst these that fair Muse was placed, like the chaste lady of the Mas(]ue,

lofty, spotless, and serene, to Ix; chattered at, and pointed at, and griimcd at,

by the whole rout of Satyrs and doblins. If ever despondency and asperity

could be excused in any man, they might have been excused in Milton.

Hut the strength of his mind overcame every calamity. Neither blindness,

nor gout, nor age, nor penur)', wo\ domestic afflictions, nor political disap-

pointments, nor abu.se, nor proscription, nor neglect, had power to disturb

ins sedate and majestic patience. His spirits do not seem to have been high,

but they were sing\darly equable. His temper was serious, perhaps stern ;

but it was a temper which no sufferings could render sullen or fretful. Sucli

as it wxs when, on the eve of great events, he returned from his travels, in

the prime of health and manly beauty, loaded with literary distinctions, and

glowing with patriotic hopes, such it continued to be when, after having ex-

perienced every calamity which is incident to our rature, old, ])oor, sight-

less, and disgraced, he retired to his hovel to die.

Hence it was that thouph he wrote the Paradise Lost at a time of life when
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images of beauty and tenderness are in general beginning to fade, even from
those minds in which they have not been effaced by anxiety and disappoint-

ment, he adorned it with all that is most lovely and delightful in the physical

and in the moral world. Neither Theocritus nor Ariosto had a finer or a more
healthful sense of the pleasantness of external objects, or loved better to luxu-

riate amidst sunbeams and flowers, the songs of nightingales, the juice of sum-
mer fruits, and the coolness of shady fountains. His conception of love unites

all the voluptuousness of the Oriental haram, and all the gallantry of the chi-

valric tournament, with all the pure and quiet affection of an English fireside.

His poetry reminds us of the miracles of Alpine scenery. Nooks and dells,

beautiful as fairy land, are embosomed in its most rugged and gigantic eleva-

tions. The roses and myrtles bloom unchilled on the verge of the avalanche.

Traces, indeed, of the peculiar character of Milton may be found in all

his works ; but it is most strongly displayed in the Sonnets. Those re-

markable poems have been undervalued by critics who have not understood
their nature. They have no epigrammatic point. There is none of the

ingenuity of Filicaja in the thought, none of the hard and brilliant enamel
of Petrarch in the style. They are simple but majestic records of the feel-

ings of the poet ; as little tricked out for the public eye as his diary would
have been. A victory, an unexpected attack upon the city, a momentary
fit of depression or exultation, a jest thrown out against one of his books, a

dream which for a short time restored to him that beautiful face over which
the grave had closed for ever, led him to musings which, without effort,

shaped themselves into verse. The unity of sentiment and severity of .style

which characterise these little pieces remind us of the Greek Anthology, or

perhaps still more of the Collects of the English Liturgy. The noble poem
on the Mas.sacres of Piedmont is strictly a collect in verse.

The Sonnets are more or less striking, according as the occasions which gave
birth to them are more or less interesting. But they are, almost without ex-

ception, dignified by a sobriety and greatness of mind to which we know not

where to look for a parallel. It would, indeed, be scarcely safe to draw any
decided inferences as to the character of a writer from passages directly egotis-

tical. But the qualities which we have ascribed to Milton, though perhaps
most strongly marked in those parts of his works which treat of his personal

feelings, are distinguishable in every page, and impart to all his writings,

prose and poetiy, English, Latin, and Italian, a strong family likeness.

His public conduct was such as was to be expected from a man of a spirit

so high and of an intellect so powerful. He lived at one of the most me-
morable eras in the histoiy of mankind, at the very crisis of the great conflict

between Oromasdes and Arimanes, liberty and despotism, reason and pre-

judice. That great battle was fought for no single generation, for no single

land. The destinies of the human race were staked on the same cast with
the freedom of the English people. Then were first proclaimed those

mighty principles which have since worked their way into the depths of tlie

American forests, which have roused Greece from the slavery and degrada-
tion of two thousand years, and which, from one end of Europe to the other,

have kindled an unquenchable fire in the hearts of the oppressed, and loosed

the knees of the oppressors with an unwonted fear.

Of those principles, then struggling for their infant existence, Milton was
the most devoted and eloquent literary champion. We need not say how much
we admire his puljlic conduct. But we cannot disguise from ourselves that a

large portion of his countrymen still think it unjustifiable. The civil war, in-

deed, has been more discussed, and is less understood, than any event in Eng-
lish history. The friends of liberty laboured under the disadvantage of which
the lion in the fable complained so bitterly. Though they were the conquer-

ors, their enemies were the painters. As a body, the Roundheads had done
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their utmost to decry and ruin literature ; and literature was even with them,

as, in the long run, it always is with its enemies. The best hook on their side

of the question is the channing narrative of Mrs Hutchinson. May's History

of the Parliament is good ; but it breaks off at the most interesting crisis of

the struggle. The performance of Ludlow is foolish and violent ; ami most of

the later writers who have espoused the same cause, Oldmixon for instance,

and Catherine Macaulay, have, to say the least, Iseen more distinguished by
zeal than either by candour or by skill. On the other side are the most authori-

tative and the most popular historical works in our language, that of Claren-

don, and that of Hume. The former is not only ably written and full of

valuable information, but has also an air of dignity and sincerity which m.-ikes

even the prejudices and errors with which it abounds respectable. Hume, from

whose fascinating narrative the great mass of the reading public are still con-

tented to take their opinions, hated religion so much that he hated liberty

for having been allied with religion, and has pleaded the cause of tyranny

with the dexterity of an advocate, while affecting the impartirdity of a judge.

The public conduct of Milton nnist be approved or condemned according

as the resistance of the people to Charles the First shall ajipear to be justifi-

able or criminal. We shall therefore make no apology for dedicating a few

[lages to the discussion of that interesting and most important question. We
shall not argue it on general grounds. We shall not recur to those primary

principles from which the claim of any government to the obedience of its

subjects is to be deduced. . We are entitled to that vantage ground ; but we
will relinquish it. We are, on this point, so confident of superiority, that

we are not unwilling to imitate the ostentatious generosity of those ancient

knights, who vowed to joust without helmet or shield against all enemies,

and to give their antagonists the advantage of sun and wind. We will take

the naked constitutional question. We confidently aflinn, that ever)' reason

which can be urged in favour of the Revolution of 1688 may be urged with

at least equal force in favour of what is called the Great Rebellion.

In one respect, only, we think, can the warmest admirers of Charles ven-

ture to say that he was a better sovereign than his son. He was not, in

name and profession, a Papi.^t ; we say in name and profession, because

both Charles himself and his creature Laud, while they abjured tlie innocent

badges of Popery, retained all its worst vices, a complete subjection of reason

to authority, a weak preference of fomi to substance, a childish passion for

mummeries, an idolatrous veneration for the priestly character, and, alx)ve

all, a merciless intolerance. This, however, we waive. We will concede
that Charles was a good Protestant ; but we say that this Protestantism does
not make the slightest distinction between his case and that of James.
The principles of the Revolution have often been grossly misrepresented,

and never more than in the course of the present year. There is a certain

clxss of men, who, while they profess to hold in reverence the great names
and great actions of former times, never look at them for any other purpose
than in order to find in them some excuse for existing abuses. In every

venerable precedent they pass by what is essential, and take only what is

accidental : they keep out of sight what is beneficial, and hold up to public

imitation all that is defective. If, in any part of any great example, there

be anything unstmnd, these flesh-flies detect it with an unerring instinct, and
dart upon it with a ravenous delight. If some good end has been attained

in spite of them, they feel, with their prototj-pc, that

"Their labour must be to pervert that end,
.\nd out of good still to nnd means of evil."

To the blessings which England has derived from the Revolution these

people are utterly insensible. The expulsion of a tyrant, the solemn recog.

nirion of popular rights, liberty, iccurily, toleration, all go for nothing with
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them. One sect there was, which, from unfortunate temporary causes, it was

thought necessary to keep under close restraint. One part of the empire there

was so unhappily circumstanced, that at that time its misery was necessary to

our happiness, and its slavery to our freedom. These are the parts of the Re-

volution which the politicians of whom we speak, love to contemplate, and

which seem to them not indeed to vindicate, but in some degree to palliate,

the good which it has jtroduced. Talk to them of Naples, of Spain, or of

South America. They stand forth zealots for the doctrine of Divine Right

which has now come back to us, like a thief from transportation, under the

alias of T.egitimacy. But mention the miseries of Ireland. Then William is a

hero. Then Somers and Shrewsbury are great men. Then the Revolution is a

glorious era. Th^very same persons who, in this country, never omit an op-

portunity of reviving every wretched Jacobite slander respecting the Whigs

of that period, have no sooner crossed St George's Channel, than they begin

to fill their bumpers to the glorious and immortal memory. They may truly

boast that they look not at men, but at measures. So that evil be done, they

care not who does it ; the arbitrary Charles, or the liberal William, Ferdinand

the Catholic, or Frederic the Protestant. On such occasions their deadliest

opponents may reckon upon their candid construction. The bold assertion;;

of these people have of late impressed a large portion of the public with an

opinion that James the Second was expelled simply because he was a Catho-

lic, and that the Revolution was essentially a Protestant Revolution.

But this certainly was not the case ; nor can an^ person who has acquired

more knowledge of the history of those times than is to be found in Gold-

smith's Abridgment believe that, if James had held his o^Nm religious

opinions without wishing to make proselytes, or if, wishing even to iiiake

proselytes, he had contented himself with exerting only his constitutional

irtfluence for that purpose, the Prince of Orange would ever have been in-

vited over. Our ancestors, we suppose, knew their own meaning ; and, if we

may believe them, their hostility was primarily not to popeiy, but to tyranny.

They did not drive out a tyrant because he was a Catholic ; but they ex-

cluded Catholics from the crown, because they thought them likely to be

tyrants. The ground on which they, in their famous resolution, declared

the throne vacant, was this, "that James had broken the fundamental laws

of the kingdom." P^veiy man, therefore, who approves of the Revolution

of 1688 must hold that the breach of fundamental laws on the part of the

sovereign justifies resistance. The question, then, is this ; Had Charles the

First broken the fundamental laws of England ?

No person can answer in the negative, unless he refuses credit, not merely

to all the accusations brought against Charles by his opponents, but to the

narratives of the wannest Royalists, and to the confessions of the King him-

self. If there be any truth in any historian of any party who has related

the events of that reign, the conduct of Charles, from his accession to the

meeting of the Long Parliament, had been a continued course of oppression

and treachery. Let those who applaud the Revolution, and condemn the

Rebellion, mention one act of James the Second to which a parallel is not

to be found in the histoiy of his father. Let them lay their fingers on a

single article in the Declaration of Right, presented by the two Houses to

William and Mary, which Charles is not acknowledged to have violated.

He had, according to the testimony of his own friends, usuq^ed the functions

of the legislature, raised taxes without the consent of parliament, and

quartered troops on the people in the most illegal and vexatious manner.

Not a single session of parliament had passed without some unconstitutional

attack on the freedom of debate ; the right of petiiion was grossly violated
;

arbitrary judgments, exorbitant fines, and unwarranted imprisonments,

were grievances of daily occurrence. If these things do not justify
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resistance, the Revolution was treason ; if they do, the Great RebeUion was
laudable.

Hut, it is said, why not adojil milder measures ? Why, after the King had
consented to so many reforms, and renounced so many oppressive prerogatives,

dill the parliament continue to rise in tlieir demands at the risk of provoking a
civil war ? The ship-money had been given up. The Star Chamber had been
abolished. Provision had been made for the frequent convocation ami secure

deliberation of parliaments. Why not pursue an end confessedly good by
peaceable and regular means ? We recur again to the analogy of the Revolu-
tion. Why was James driven from the throne? Why was he not retained

upon conditions ? He too had offered to call a free parliament and to submit
to its decision all the mattei-s in dispute. Vet we are in the habit of praising

our forefathers, who preferred a revolution, a disputed succession, a dynasty
of strangers, twenty years of foreign and intestine war, a standing army, and
a national debt, to the nde, however restricted, of a tried and proved tyrant.

The Long Parliament acted on the same principle, and is entitled to the same

f)raise. They could not trust the King. He had no doubt passed salutary

aws ; but what assurance was there that he would not break them ? He had
renouncetl oppressive prerogatives ; but where was the security that he would
not resume them? The nation had to deal with a man whom no tie could
bind, a man who made and broke promises with equal facility, a man whose
honour had been a hundred times pawned, and never redeemed.

Here, indeed, the I-ong Parliament stands on still stronger ground than

the Convention of i68S. No action of James can be compared to the con-

duct of Charles with respect to the Petition of Right. The Lords and
Commons present him with a bill in which the constitutional limits of his

power are marked out. He hesitates ; he evades ; at last he bargains to

give his assent for five subsidies. The bill receives his solemn assent ; the

subsidies are voted ; but no sooner is the tyrant relieved, tlian he returns at

once to all the arbitrary measures which he had bound himself to abandon,
and violates all the clauses of the very Act which he had been paid to pass.

Yox more than ten years the people had .seen the rights which were theirs

by a double claim, by immemorial inheritance and by recent purcha.se, in-

fringed by the perfidious king who had recognised them. At length circum-
stances compelled Charles to summon another parliament : another chance
was given to our fathers. Were they to throw it away as they had thrown
away the former? Were they again to he cozened by U Roi Ic vcut? Were
they again to advance their money on pledges which had been forfeited over
and over again? Were they to lay a .second Petition of Right at the foot of

the throne, to grant another lavish aid in exchange f<jr another unmeaning
ceremony, and then to take their departure, till, after ten years more of fraud

and oppression, their prince should again require a sujijily, and again rejiay it

with a perjury ? They were compelled to choose whether they would trust a

tyrant or conquer him. We think that they cho.se wisely and nobly.

Tlie advocates of Charles, like the advocates of other malefactors

against whom overvvhelming evidence is produced, generally decline all

controversy about the facts, and content themselves with calling testimony
to character. He had so many private virtues ! And had James the

Second no private virtues? Was Oliver Cromwell, his bitterest enemies
themselves being judges, destitute of private virtues? And what, after all,

are the virtues ascribed to Charles? A religious zeal, not more sincere

than that of his son, and fully as weak and narrfiw-minded, and a few of the

ordinary household decencies which half the tombstones in England claim for

those who lie beneath them. A good father ! A good husband I Ample
apologies indeed for fifteen years of persecution, tyranny, and falsehood !

We charge him with having broken his coronation oath ; and we arc told
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that he kept his marriage vow ! We accuse him of liaving given up his

people to the merciless inflictions of the most hot-headed and hard-hearted

of prelates ; and the defence is, that he took his litile son on his knee and
kissed him ! We censure him for ha\ang violated the articles of the Petition

of Right, after having, for good and valuable consideration, promised to

observe them; and wre are informed that he was accustomed to hear prayers at

six o'clock in the morning ! It is to such considerations as these, together with

his Vandyke dress, his handsome face, and his peaked beard, that he owes,

we verily believe, most of his popularity with the present generation.

For ourselves, we ovm that we do not understand the common phrase, a

good man, but a bad king. We can as easily conceive a good man and an
unnatural father, or a good man and a treacherous friend. We cannot, in

estimating the character of an individual, leave out of our con.sideration his

conduct in the most important of all human relations ; and if in that rela-

tion we find him to have been selfish, cruel, and deceitful, we shall take

the liberty to call him. a bad man, in spite of all his temperance at table,

and all his regularity at chapel.

We cannot refrain from adding a few words respecting a topic on which

the defenders of Charles are fond of dwelling. If, they say, he governed

his people ill, he at least governed them after the example of his predeces-

sors. If he violated their privileges, it was because those privileges harl

not been accurately defined. No act of oppression has ever been imputed
to him which has not a parallel in the annals of the Tudors. This point

Hume has laboured, with an art which is as discreditable in a historical

work as it would be admirable in a forensic address. The answer is

short, clear, and decisive. Charles had assented to the Petition of Right.

He had renounced the oppressive powers .said to have been exercised by
his predecessors, and he had renounced them for money. He was not

entitled to set up his antiquated claims against his own recent release.

The.se arguments are so obvious, that it may seem superfluous to dwell

upon them. But those who have observed how much the events of that

time are misrepresented and misunderstood will not blame us for stating the

ca.se simply. It is a case of which the .simplest statement is the strongest.

The enemies of the Parliament, indeed, rarely choose to take issue on
the great points of the question. They content themselves with exposing

some of the crimes and follies to which public commotions necessarily give

birth. They bewail the unmerited fate of Strafford. They execrate the

lawless violence of the army. They laugh at the Scriptural names of the

preachers. Major-generals fleecing their districts ; soldiers revelling on the

spoils of a mined peasantry ; upstarts, enriched by the public plunder,

taking possession of the hospitable firesides and hereditary trees of the old

gentry ; boys smashing the beautiful windows of cathedrals ;
Quakers

riding naked through the market-place ; Fifth-monarchy-men shouting for

King Jesus ; agitators lecturing froni the tops of tubs on the fate of Agag
;

—all these, they tell us, were the offsjiring of the Great Rebellion.

Be it so. We are not careful to answer in this matter. These charges,

were they infinitely more important, would not alter our opinion of an

event which alone has made us to differ from the slaves who crouch beneath

despotic sceptres. Many evils, no doubt, were produced by the civil war.

They were the price of our liberty. Has the acquisition been worth the

sacrifice? It is the nature of the Devil of tyranny to tear and rend the

body which he leaves. Are the miseries of continued possession less

horrible than the struggles of the tremendous exorcism ?

If it were possible that a people brought up under an intolerant and
arbitrary system could subvert that system, without acts of cruelty and folly,

half the obiections to despotic power would be removed. We should, in
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that case, be compelled to acknowleiige tliat it at least produces no per-

nicious effects on the intellectual and moral character of .1 nation. We
deplore the outrages which accompany revolutions. But the more violent

the outrages, the more assured we feel that a revolution was necessary.

The violence of those outrages will always be proportioned to the ferocity

and ignorance of the people ; and the ferocity and ignorance of the people

will te proportioned to the oppression and degradation under which they

have been accustomed to live. Thus it was in our civil war. The heads

of the church and state reaped only that which they had sown. The
government had protiibited free discussion : it had done its best to keep the

people unacquainted with their duties and their rights. The retribution was
just and natural. If our rulers suffered from popular ignorance, it was because

they had themselves taken away the key of knowledge. If they were assailed

with bUnd fury, it was because they had exacted an equally bhnd submission.

It is the character of such revolutions that we always see the worst of

them at first. Till men have been some time free, they know not how to

use their freedom. The natives of wine countries are generally sober. In

climates where wine is a rarity intemperance abounds. A newly-liberated

people may be compared to a northern army encamped on the Rhine or the

Xeres. It is said that, when soldiers in such a situation first find them-

selves able to indulge without restraint in such a rare and expensive luxury,

nothing is to be seen but intoxication. Soon, however, plenty teaches

discretion ; and, after wine has been for a few months their daily fare, they

become more temperate than they had ever been in their own country. In

the same manner, the final and permanent fruits of hberty are wisdom^
moderation, and mercy. Its immediate effects are often atrocious crimes,

convicting errors, scepticism on points the most clear, dogmatism on points the

most mysterious. It is just at this crisis that its enemies love to exhibit it.
^

They pull down the scaffolding from the half-finished edifice : they point to the(

flying dust, the falling bricks, the comfortless rooms, the frightful irregularity'

of the whole apjjearance ; and then ask in scorn where the promised splen--

dour and comfort is to be found. If such miserable sophisms were to

prevail, there would never be a good house or a good government in the

world.

Ariosto tells a pretty story of a fairy, who, by some mysterious law of her\

nature, was condemned to appear at certain seasons in the form of a foul\

and poisonous snake. Those who injured her during the period of her dis-

guise were for ever excluded from participation in the blessings which she
'

bestowed. But to those who, in spite of her loathsome aspect, pitied and
j

protected her, she afterwards revealed herself in the beautiful and celestial I

form which was natural to her, accompanied their steps, granted all their
|

wishes, filled their houses with wealth, made them happy in love and vie- I

torious in war. Such a spirit is Liberty. At times she takes the form of I

a hateful reptile. She grovels, xhe hisses, she stings. But woe to those 1

who in disgust shall venture to crush her \ And happy are those who, hav-
'

ing dared to receive her in her degraded and frightful shape, shall at length
'

be rewardetl by her in the time of her beauty and her glory I

There is only one cure for the evils which newly-acquired freedom pro-

duces ; and that cure is freedom. When a pri.soner first leaves his cell, he

cannot bear the light of day : he is unable to discriminate coiouni, or recognL^e

faces. But the remedy is, not to remand him into his dungeon, but to

accustom him to the rays of the sun. The blaze of truth and lilx:rty may at

first dazzle and IjewUder nations which have become half-blind in the house

of bondage. But let them gaze on, and they will soon be able to bear it.

In a few years men learn to reason. The extreme violence of opinions

fubsidcs. Hostile tbeoriss correct each other. The scattered elements of
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truth cease to contend, and begin to coalesce. And at length a system of

justice and order is educed out of the chaos.

Many politicians of our time are in the habit of laying it down as a self-evi-

dent proposition, that no people ought to be free till they are fit to use their free-

dom. The maxim is worthy of the fool in the old story, who resolved not to

go into the water till he had learnt to swim. If men are to wait for liberty

till they become wise and good in slavery, they may indeed wait for ever.

Therefore it is that we decidedly approve of the conduct of jNIilton and
the other wise and good men who, in spite of much that was ridiculous and

. hateful in the conduct of their associates, stood firmly Jiy the cause of Pub-
'j lie Liberty. We are not aware that the poet has been charged with personal

participation in any of the blameable excesses of that time. The favourite

topic of his enemies is the line of conduct which he pursued with regard to

the execution of the King. Of that celebrated proceeding we by no means
approve. Still we must say, in justice to the many eminent persons who
concurred in it, and in justice more particularly to the eminent person who
defended it, that nothing can be more absurd than the imputations which,

for the last hundred and sixty years, it has been the fashion to cast upon the

Regicides. We have, throughout, abstained from appealing to fust prin-

ciples. We will not appeal to them now. We recur again to the parallel

case of the Revolution. What essential distinction can be drawn between

the execution of the father and the deposition of the son? What constitu-

tional maxim is there which applies to the former and not to the latter ? The
King can do no wrong. If so, James was as innocent as Charles could have

been. The minister only ought to be responsible for the acts of the Sove-

reign. If so, why not impeach Jefferies and retain James ? The person of

a King is sacred. Was the person ofJames considered sacred at the Boyne?

To discharge cannon against an anny in which a King is known to be posted

is to approach pretty near to regicide. Charles, too, it should always be

remembered, was put to death by men who had been exasperated liy the

hostilities of several years, and who had never been bound to him by any

other tie than that which was common to them with all their fellow-citizens.

Those who drove James from his throne, who seduced his army, who alien-

ated his friends, who first imprisoned him in his palace, and then turned

him out of it, who broke in upon his very slumbers by imperious messages,

who pursued him with fire and sword from one part of the empire to another,

who hanged, drew, and quartered his adherents, and attainted his innocent

heir, were his nephew and his two daughters. When we reflect on all these

things, we are at a loss to conceive how the same persons who, on the fifth

of November, thank God for wonderfully conducting his servant William,

and for making all opposition fall before him until he became our King and

Governor, can, on the thirtieth of Januaiy, contrive to be afraid that the

blood of the Royal Martyr may be visited on themselves and their children.

We disapprove, we repeat, of the execution of Charles ; not because the

constitution exempts the King from responsibility, for we know that all such

maxims, however excellent, have their exceptions ; nor because we feel any

peculiar interest in his character, for we think that his sentence describes him

with perfect justice as "a tyrant, a traitor, a murderer, and a public

enemy ;
" but because we are convinced that the measure was most injurious

to the cause of freedom. He whom it removed was a captive and a hostage :

his heir, to whom the allegiance of every Royalist was instantly transferred,

was at large. The Presbyterians could never have been perfectly reconciled

to the father : they had no such rooted enmity to the son. The great body

of the people, also, contemplated that proceeding with feelings which, how-

ever unreasonable, no government could safely venture to outrage.

But though we think the conduct of the Regicides blameable. that of Milton
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fcppears to us in a very different light. The deed was done. It could not be
undone. The evil was incurred ; and the object was to render it as small as

possible. We censure the chiefs of the amiy for not yielding to die popular

opinion ; but we cannot censure Milton for wishing to change that opinion.

The very feeling which would have restrained us from committing the act

would have led us, after it had been committed, to defeml it against the ravings

of servility and superstition. For the .sake of public liberty, we wish that

ihe thing had not been done, while the people disapjiroved of it. But, for

the sake of public liberty, we should also have wished the people to apjinne

of it when it was done. If anything more were wanting to the justification of

Milton, the book of Salmasius would furnisli it. That miserable perform-

ance is now with justice considered only as a beacon to word-catcliers, who
wish to become statesmen. The celebrity of the man who refuted it, the
" /Knea' niagni dexlra," gives it all its fame with the present generation. In

that age the state of things wxs different. It was not then fully understood

how vast an interval separates the mere classical scholar from the political

philosopher. Nor can it be doubted that a treatise which, bearing the name
of so eminent a critic, attacked the fundamental principles of aU free govern-

ments, must, if suffered to remain unanswered, have produced a most per-

nicious effect on the public mind.

We wish to add a few words relative to another subject, on which the ene-

mies of Milt(jn delight to dwell, his conduct during the administration of the

Protector. That an enthusiastic votary of liberty should accept office under a

military usurper seems, no doubt, at first sight, extraordinary. But all the cir-

cumstances in which the country was then placed were extraordinary. The
ambition of Oliver was of no vulgar kind. He never seems to have coveted

despotic power. lie at first fought sincerely and manfully for the Parliament,

and never deserted it, till it had deserted its duty. If he dissolved it by force,

it was not till he found that the few members who remained after .so many
deaths, secessions, and expulsions, were desirous to appropriate to themselves

a power which they held only in trust, and to inflict upon England the curse

of a Venetian oligarchy. But even when thus placed by violence at the head
of affairs, he did not assume unlimited power. He gave the countiy a con-

stitution far more perfect than any which had at that time been known in the

world. He reformed the representative system in a manner which has ex-

torted praise even from Lord Clarendon. For himself he demanded indeed

the first place in the commonwealth ; but with powers scarcely so great

as those of a Dutch stadtholder, or an American president. He gave the

Parliament a voice in the appointment of ministers, and left to it the whole
legislative authority, not even reserving to himself a veto on its enactments

;

and he did not require that the chief magistracy should be hereditary in his

family. Thus far, we think, if the circumstances of the time and the oppor-

tunities which he had of aggrandising himself be fairly considered, he will not

lose by comparison with Washington or Bolivar. Ilad his moderation been

met by corresponding moderation, there is no reason to think that he would
have overstepped the line which he had traced for himself. But when he
found that his parliaments questioned the authority under which they met,

and that he was in danger of being deprived of tlie restricted power which
was absolutely necessary to his personal safety, dien, it must be acknow-
ledged, he adopted a more arbitrary policy.

Vet, though we believe that the intentions r-i" Cromwell were at first honest,

though we believe that he was driven from the noble course which he had
marked out for himself by the almost irresistible ibrce of circumstances,

though we admire, in common with all men of all parties, the ability and energy
of his splendid administration, wc are not pleading for arbitrary and lawless

power, even in his hands. We know that a good constitution is infinitely
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better tlian the best despot. But we suspect, that at the time of which we
speak, the violence of religious and political enmities rendered a stable and
happy settlement next to impossible. The choice lay, not between Cromwell
and liberty, but between Cromwell and the Stuarts. That Milton chose well,

no man can doubt who fairly compares the events of the protectorate with
those of the thirty years which succeeded it, the darkest and most disgraceful

in the English annals. Cromwell was evidently laying, though in an irregular

manner, the foundations of an admirable system. Never before had leli-

gious liberty and the freedom of discussion been enjoyed in a greater degree.

NevefTad' the national honour been better upheld abroad, or the seat of

justice better filled at home. And it was rarely that any opposition which
stopped short of open rebellion provoked the resentment of the liberal and
magnanimous usurper. The institutions which he had established, as set

down in the Instalment of Government, and the Humble Petition and Ad-
vice, were excellent. His practice, it is true, too often departed from the

theory of these institutions. But, had he lived a few years longer, it is pro-

bable that his institutions would have survived him, and that his arbitrary

practice would have died with him. His power had not been conseci-ated

by ancient prejudices. It was upheld only by his great personal qualities.

Little, therefore, was to be dreaded from a second protector, unless he were

also a second Oliver Cromwell. The events which followed his decease are

the most complete vindication of those who exerted themselves to uphold

his authority. His death dissolved the whole frame of society. The army
rose against the Parliament, the different corps of the army against each

other. Sect raved against sect. Party plotted against party. The Presby-

terians, in their eagerness to be revenged on the Independents, sacrificed their

own liberty, and deserted all their old principles. Without casting one glance

on the past, or requiring one stipulation for the future, they threw down their

freedom at the feet of the most frivolous and heartless of tyrants.

Then came those days, never to be recalled without a blush, the days of

sei^tude without loyalty and sensuality without love, of dwarfish talents

and gigantic vices, the paradise of cold hearts and narrow minds, the golden

age of the coward, the bigot, and the slave. The King cringed to his rival

that he might trample on his people, sank into a viceroy of France, and

pocketed, with complacent infamy, her degrading insults, and her more
degrading gold. The caresses of harlots, and the jests of buffoons, regu-

lated the policy of the state. The government had just ability enough to

deceive, and just religion enough to persecute. The principles of liberty

were the scoff of every grinning courtier, and the Anathema Maranatha of

every fawning dean. In eveiy high place, worship was paid to Charles and

James, Belial and Moloch ; and Pingland propitiated those obscene and

cruel idols with the blood of her best and bravest children. Crime suc-

ceeded to crime, and disgrace to disgrace, till the race, accursed of God and

man, was a second time driven forth, to wander on the face of the earth, and

to be a by-word and a shaking of the head to the nations.

Most of the remarks which we have hitherto made on the public character

of Milton, apply to him only as one of a large body. We shall proceed to

notice some of the peculiarities which distinguished him from his contem-

poraries. And, for that purpose, it is necessary to take a short survey of

the parties into which the political worid was at that time divided. We
must premise, that our observations are intended to apply only to those who
adhered, from a sincere preference, to one or to the other side. In days of

public commotion, every faction, like an Oriental army, is attended by a

crowd of camp-followers, an useless and heartless rabble, who prowl round

its line of march in the hope of picking up something under its protection,

but desert it in the day of battle, and often join to exterminate it after a

defeat. England, at the time of which we arc treatmg, abounded wilh.fickle
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and selfish politicians, who transferred ihcir support to every government as

it rose, who kissed the hand of the King iu 1640, and spat in his face in 1649,
who shouted with equal glee when Cromwell was uiauguraled in Wciiminstcr
Hall, .ind when he was dug up to be hanged at Tyburn, who dined on calves'

heads, or stuck up oak-branches, as circumstances altered, without the slight-

est shame or repugnance. These we leave out of the account. We take our
estimate of parties from those who really deserve to be called parti^an.,.

We would speak first of the Puritans, the most remarkable body of men,
perhaps, whjch the \vorld has ever produced. The odious and ridiculous pans
of their characTer'TIe on the surface. He that runs may read them ; nor have
there been wanting attentive and malicious observers to point them out.

For many years after the Restoration, they were the theme of unmeasured
invectixe and derision. They were exposed to the utmost licentiousness of the

press and of the stage, at the time wnen the press and the stage were most
licentious. They were not men. of letters ; they were, as a body, unpopidar

;

ihey could not defend themselves ; and the public would not take uiem un-
der its protection. They were therefore abandoned, without reserve, to the

tender mercies of the satirists and dramatists. The ostentatious sim}>licity of

their dress, their sour aspect, their nasal twang, their stiff posture, their long
graces, their Hebrew names, the Scriptural phrases wfilcTi they inlro<luced on
every occasion, their contempt of human learning, their detestation of polite

amusements, were indeed fair game for the laughers. But it is not from the

laughers alone that the philosophy of history is to be learnt. And he who
approaches this subject should carefully guard against the influence of that

potent ridicule which has already misled so many excellent writers.

" Ecco il fonte del riso, ed ecco il no
Che monali pcrigli in se contiene:
Hor qui tener a fren nostro desio,

Ed esscr cauti moitu a noi convicnc."

Those who roused the people to resistance, who directed their measures
through a long series of eventful years, who formed, out of the most unpro-
mising materials, the finest army that Europe had ever seen, who trampled
down King, Church, and Aristocracy, who, in the short intervals of domes-
tic sedition and rebellion, made the name of England terrible to every
nation on the face of the earth, were no vulgar fanatics. Most of their

absurdities wereLtuere external badges, like the signs of freemasonry, or the

dresses of friars. We regret that these badges were not more attractive.

We regret that a body to whose courage and talents mankind has owed in-

estimable obligations, had not the lofty elegance which distinguished some
of the adherents of Charles the First, or the easy good-breeding for which
the court of Charles the Second was celebrated. But, if we must make
our choice, we shall, like Bassanio in the play, turn from the specious cas-

kets which contain only the Death's head and the Fool's head, and fix on
theplain leaden chest which conceals the trea.sure.

ine rilritans w ere men whose mintls had derived a pectiliar character from
the daily contemplation of superior beings and eternal interests. Not con-
tent with acknowledging, in general terms, an overruling Providence, they
habitually ascribed every event to the will of the Great Being, for whose
?3wer nothing was too vast, for whose inspection nothing was too minute,
o know him, to serve him, to enjoy him, was with them the great end of

. existence. They rejected with contempt the ceremonious homage which
other sects substituted for the pure worship of the soul. Instead of catchmg
occasional glimpses of the Deity through an obscuring veil, they aspired to

gaze full^on his intolerable brightness, and to commune with him face to

face. Ilence originated their contempt for terrestrial distinctions. The dif-

ference between the greatest and the meanest of mankind seemed to vanish,

when compared with the boundless intenal which scwarated the whole race
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from him on whom their own eyes were constantly fixed. They recognised

no title 10 superiority but His favour ; and, confident of that favour, they

despised all the accoHiplishmenTs~aiid all the dignities of the world. If they

were unacquainted with the works of philosophers and poets, they were deeply.

read in the oracles of God. If their names were not found in the registers

of heralds, they were recorded in the Book of Life. If their steps were not

accompanied by a splendid train of menials, legions of ministering angels had

charge over them. Their palaces were houses not made with hands ; their

diadems crowns of gloiy which should never fade away. On the rich and

the eloquent, on nobles' and priests, they looked down with contempt : for

they esteemed themselves rich in a more precious treasure, and eloquent in

a more sublime language, nobles by the right of an earlier creation, and

priests by the imposition of a mightier hand. The verj' meanest of them was

a being to whose fate a mysterious and terrible importance belonged, on whose

slightest action the spirits of light and darkness looked with anxious interest,

who had been destined, before heaven and earth were created, to enjoy a feli-

city which should continue when heaven and earth should have passed away.

Events which short-sighted politicians ascribed to earthly causes, had been or-

dained on his account. For his sake empires had risen, and flourished, and

decayed. For his sake the Almightv had proclaimed his will by the pen of the

Evangelist, and the harp of the prophet. He had been wrested by iio com-

mon deliverer from the grasp ofno common foe. He had been ransomed by the

sweat of no vulgar agony, by the blood of no earthly sacrifice. It was for him

that the sun had been darkened, that the rocks had been rent, that the dead

had riiren, that all nature had shuddered at the sufferings of her expiring God.

Thus the Puritan was made up of two different men, the one all self-

abasement, penitence, gratitude, passion ; the other proud, calm, inflexible,

sagacious. He prostrated himself in the dust before his Maker : but he set

hifToot on the neck of his king. In his devotional retirement, he prayed

with convulsions, and groans, and tears. He was half-maddened by glo-

rious or terrible illusions. He heard the lyres of angels or the tempting

whispers of fiends. He caught a gleam of the Beatific Vision, or woke

screaming from dreams of everlasting fire. Like Vane, he thought himself

intrusted with the sceptre of the millennial year. Like Fleetwood, he cried

in the bitterness of his soul that God had hid his face from him. But

when he took his seat in the council, or girt on his sword for war, these

tempestuous workings of the soul had left no perceptible trace behind them.

People who saw nothing of the godly but their uncouth visages, and heard

nothing from them but their groans and their whining hymns, might laugh at

them. But those had little reason to laugh who encountered them in the

hall of debate or in the field of battle. These fanatics brought to civil and

military affairs a coolness of judgment and an immutability of purpose which

some writers have thought inconsistent with their religious zeal, but which

were in fact the necesiaiy effects of it. The intensity of their feelings on

one subject made them tranquil on every otlier. One ovei-powering senti-

ment had subjected to itself pity and hatred, amb'.-lon and fear. Death

had lost its terrors and pleasure its charms. They had their smiles and

th^. tears, their raptures and their sorrows, but not for the things of this

wodd. Enthusiasm had made them Stoics, had cleared their minds from

every vulgar passion and prejudice, and raised them above the influence of

danger and of corruption. It sometimes might lead them to pursue unwise

ends, but never to choose uumsejneans. They went through the worid,

like Sir Artegal's iron man Talus with his flail, crushing and trampling

down oppressors, mingling, with human beings, but having neither part nor

lot in human Infirmities, insensible to fatigue, to pleasure, and tojtain, not

to be Dierced by any weapon, not to be withstood by any barrier.
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Such we believe to have been the character of the Puritans. We per-

ceive the absurdity of their manners. We disHke the sullen yloom of their

domestic habits. We ackn(n\lcd>,'e that the tone of their niinds was often

iniureii.b>_stCliDin{i after things too high for mortal reach : and \\e know
that, in spite of their hatred of I'opery, they too often fell into the worst

vices of that bad system, intokianu:.aiid£xtravagaiit austerity, that they had

their anchorites and their crusades, their Dunstans and their De Montforts,

their Dominies and their Escobars. Vet, when all circumstances are taken

into consideration, we do not hesitate to pronounce them a brave, a wise,

an honest, and an useful body.

The Puritans ^espousccf {Tie cause of civil liberty mainly because it was

the causy of religion. There wa.s another party, by no means num.erous,

but distinguisKed by learning and ability, which acted with them on very

different principles. We speak of those whom Cromwell was accustomed

to call the Heathens, men who were, in the phraseology of tliat time, doubt-

ing Thomases or careless Gallios with regard to religious subjects, but pas-

-ionate worshippers of freedom. Heated by the study of ancient literature,

they set up their country as their' idol, and proposed to themselves the

heroes^oPPlutarch as their examples. They seem to have borne some re-

semblance to the Brissotines of the French Revolution. But it is not very

easy to draw the line of distinction between them and their devout asso-

ciates, whose tone and manner they sometimes found it convenient to affect,

and sometimes, it is probable, imperceptibly adopted.

We now come to the Royalists. We shall attempt to speak of them, as

we have spoken of their antagonists, with perfect candour. We shall not

charge upon a whole party the profligacy and baseness of the horse-boys,

gamblers and bravoes, whom the hope of license and plunder attracted from

all the dens of Whitefriars to the standard of Charles, and who disgrac.ed

their associates by excesses which, under the stricter discipline of the Parlia-

mentary armies, were never tolerated. We will select a more favourable

>pecimen. Thinking as we do that the cause of the King was the cause of

bigotr)- and tvTanny, we yet cannot refrain from looking with c^onvplacency

on the character of the honest old Cavaliers. We feel a national p ride in

comparing; tliem with the instilments which the despots ol otlier countries

are compelled to employ, with the mutes who throng their antechambers,

and the Janissaries who mount guard at their gates. Our royalist countr>'-

men were noi_JieaJllgs.s, dangling coyrtiers, bowing at every step, and

simpering at every word. They were not mere machines for destruction

dressed up in uniforms, caned into skill, intoxicated into valour, defending

without love, destroying without hatred. There_:aas a freedom in their

iubserv-iency, a nobleness in their ver)- degradation." The sentiment of indi-

vicTuaT independence was strong within them. They were indeed mi^led,

but by no base "or selfish motive. Comj^assioojiui romantic honour, the

prejudices of childhood, and the venerable names of histor)-, threw over

them a spell potent as that of Duessa ; and, like the Red-Cross Knight,

they tliciigtiL.thal lliey w»ire doing battle for an injured beauty, while they

defended a false and loathsome sorceress. In tnith they scarcely eutered

at aU into^Uie merits of the political question. It was not for a treacherous

king or an intolerant church that they fought, but for the old banner which

h:^d wa^e<i. in so. many battles over the heads of their fathers, and for the

altars aTwhich they had received the hands of their brides. Though nothing

cSbId be more erroflTOus'lhan their political opinions, they possessed, in a

far greater degree than their adversaries, those.qualilies which are the grace

nf private life. With many of the vices of the Round Table, they had also

many of its virtues, courtesy, generosity, veracity, tenderness, and respect

for women. They had far more both of profound and of pohte learning
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than the Puritans, Their manners were more engaging, their tempers more
amiable, their tastes more elei,Mnt, and their households more cheerful.

' Milton did not strictly belong to any of the classes which we have de-

scribed. He was not a Puritan. He was not a free-thinker. He was not

a Royalist. In his character the noblest (lualities of every party were com-
bined in harmonious union. From the Parliament and from the Court,

from the conventicle and from the Gothic cloister, from the gloomy and
sepulchral circles of the Roundheads, and from the Christmas revel of the

hospitable Cavalier, his nature selected and drew to itself whatever was
great an4 good, while it rejected all the base and pernicious ingredients by
wluch tho^liner elements were defiled. Like the Puritans, he lived

" As ever in his great task-master's eye."

Like them, he kept his mind continually fixed on an Almighty Judge and
an eternal reward. And hence he acquired their contempt of external.cir-

cumstances, their fortitude, their tranquillity, their inflexjble resolution. But
not tTie coolest sceptic or the most profane scoffer was more perfectly free

from the contagion of their frantic delusions, their savage manners, their

ludicrous jargon, their scorn of science, and their aversion to pleasure.

Hating tyranny with a perfect hatred, he had nevertheless all the estimable

and ornamental qualities which were almost entirely monopolised by the

party of the" tyrant. There was none who had a stronger sense of the value

of literature, a finer relish for every elegant amusement, or a more chivalrous

dehcacy of honour and love. Though his opinions were democratic, his

tastes and his associations were such as harmonise best with monarchy and
aristocracy. He was under the influence of all the feelings by which the

gallant Cavaliers were misled. But of those feelings he was the master and
not the slave. Like the hero of Homer, he enjoyed all the pleasures of

fascination ; but he was not fascinated. He listened to the song of the

Syrens
;
yet he glided by without being seduced to their fatal shore. He

tasted the cup of Circe ; but he bore about him a sure antidote against the

effects of its bewitching sweetness. The illusions which captivated his

imagination never impaired his reasoning powers. The statesman was proof

against the splendour, the solemnity, and the romance which enchanted the

poet. Any person who will cohfrast the sentiments expressed in his treatises

on Prelacy with the exquisite lines on ecclesiastical architecture and music
in the Penseroso, which was published about the same time, will understand

our meaning. This is an inconsistency which, more than any thing else,

raises his character in our estimation, because it shows how many private

tastes and feelings he sacrificed, in order to do what he considered his duty

to mankind. It is the very straggle of the noble Othello. His heart

relents ; but his hand is firm. He does nought in hate, but all in honour.

He kisses the beautiful deceiver before he destroys her.

That from which the public character of Milton derives its great and
peculiar splendour still remains to be mentioned. If he exerted himself to

overthrow a forsworn king and a persecuting hierarchy, he exerted him.self in

conjunction with others. But the glory of the battle which he fought for, the

1 species of freedom which is the most valuable, and which was then the least

understood, the freedom of the human mind, is all hi.s own. Thousands
and tens of thousands among his contemporaries raised their voices against

Ship-money and the Star-chamber. But there were few indeed who discerned

the more fearful evils ofmoral and intellectual slavery, and the benefits which
would result from the liberty of the press and the unfettered exercise of pri-

vate judgment. These were the objects which Milton justly conceived to be
the most important. He w;as desirous that the people shoukl_ think for them-
selves as well as tax themselves, and should be emancipated from th¥ dominion
of prejudice as well as from that of Charles. He knew that those who, with
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the best intentions, overlooked these schemes of reform, and contented them-
selves with pulling down the King and imprisoning the malignants, acted like

the heedless brothers in his owti poem, who, in their eagerness to disj^erse the

train of the sorcerer, neglected the means of liberating the captive. They
thought only of conquering when they should have thought of disenchanting.

" Oh, ye mistook I Yi" should have snatched his wuid
And bound him fast. Without the i^ reversed,

And backward mutters of dissevering power.
We cannot free the lady that sits here
Bound in .strong fetters fixed and motionless."

To reverse the rod, to spell the charm backward, to break the ties which
bound a stupefied people to the seat of enchantment, was the noble aim of

Milton. To this all his public conduct was directed. For this he joined

the Presbyterians ; for this he forsook them. He fought their perilous

battle ; but he turned away with disdain from their insolent triumph. He
saw that they, hke those whom they had vanquished, were hostile to the

libertvjiClllQiight. He therefore joined the Independents, and called upon
Cromwell to break the secular chain, and to save free conscience from the

paw of the Presbyterian wolf. With a view to the same great object, he
attacked the licensing system, in that sublime treatise which every statesman

should wear as a sign upon his hand and as frontlets between his eyes. His
attacks were, in general, directed less against particular abuses than against

those deeply-seated errors on which almost all abuses are founded, the ser-

jvile worship of eminent men and the irrational dread of innovation.

That he might shake the foundations of tliese debasing sentiments more
effectually, he always selected for himself the boldest literary services. He
never came up in the rear, when the outworks had been carried and the

breach entered. He pressed into the forlorn hope. At the beginning of

the changes, he wmte ^yith inrnmpamblp energy and eloqueuce against the
hi^hnps But, when his opinion seemed likely to prevail, he passed on to

other subjects, and abandoned prelacy to the crowd of writers who now
hastened to insjilt a/alling party. There is no more hazardous enterprise

than that of bearing the torch of truth into those dark and infected recesses

in which no light has ever shone. But it was the choice and the pleasure

of Milton to penetrate the noisome vapours, and to brave the terrible explo-

sion. Those who most disapprove of his opinions must respect the hardiliood

with which he maintained them. He, in general, left to others the credit of

expounding and defending the popular parts of his religious and political creed.

He took his own stand upon those which the great body of his countrymen
reprobated as criminal, or derided as paradoxical. He stood up for divorce

and regicide. 1 le attacked the prevailing systems of education. His radiant

and beneficent career resembled that of the go<l of light and fertility.

" Nitor in advcrsum ; nee me, qui wetcra, vincit

Impetus, et rapido contrarius evchor orbi."

It IS tobe regretted that the prose writings of Milton should, in our time, be
so little read. As compositions, they deserve the attention of every man who
wishes to become acquainted with the full power of the English language.
They abound with passages compared with which the finest declamations of

Burke sink into insignificance. They are a perfect field of cloth of gold.

The style is stiff with gorgeous embroidery. Not even in the earlier books
of the Paradise Lost has the great poet ever risen higher than in those parts

of his controversial works in which his feelings, excited by conflict, find a vent
in bursts of devotional and lyric rapture. It is, to borrow his own majestic

language, " a sevenfold chorus of hallelujahs and harping sjTnphonies.

"

We had intended to look more closely at these performances, to analyse the

peculiarities of the diction, to dwell at some length on the sublime wisdom
of the Areopagitica and the nervous rhetoric of the Iconoclast, and to point
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out some of those magnificent passages which occur in the Treatise of Refor-

mation, and the Animadversions on the Remonstrant. But the length to

which our remarks have already extended renders this impossible.

We must conclude. And yet we can scarcely tear ourselves away from

the subject. The days immediately following the publication of this relic

of Milton appear to be peculiarly set apart, and consecrated to his memory.

And we shall scarcely" be censured if, on this his festival, we be found'

lingering near his shrine, how worthless soever may be the offering which

we bring to it. While this book lies on our table, we seem to be contem-

poraries of the writer. We are transported a hundred and fifty years back.

We can almost fancy that we are visiting him in his small lodging ; that we
see him sitting at the old organ beneath the faded green hangings ; that we
can catch the quick twinkle of his eyes, rolling in vain to find the day ; that

we are reading in the lines of his noble countenance the proud and mournful

history of his glory and his affliction. We image to ourselves the breathless

silence in which we should listen to his slightest word, the passionate venera-

tion with which we should kneel to kiss his hand and weep upon it, the

earnestness with which we should endeavour to console him, if indeed such

a spirit could need consolation, for the neglect of an age unworthy of his

talents and his virtues, the eagerness with which we should contest with his

daughters, or with his Quaker friend Elwood, the privilege of reading Homer
to him, or of taking Aown the immortal accents which flowed from his iips.

These are perhaps foolish feelings. Yet we cannot be ashamed of them
;

nor shall we be sorry if what we have written shall in any degree excite

them in other minds. We are not much in the habit of idolising either the

living or the dead. And we think that there is no more certain indication

of a weak and ill-regulated intellect than that propensity which, for want

of a better name, we will venture to christen Boswellism. But there are a

few characters which have stood the closest scrutiny and the severest tests,

which have been tried in the furnace and have proved pure, which have

been weighed in the balance and have not been found wanting, which have

been declared steriing by the general consent of mankind, and which are

visibly stamped with the image and superscription of the Most High. These

great men we trast that we know how to prize ; and of these was Milton.

The sight of his books, the sound of his name, are pleasant to us. His

thoughts resemble those celestial fruits and flowers which the Virgin Martyr

of Massinger sent down from the gardens of Paradise to the earth, and

which were distinguished from the productions of other soils, not only by

superior bloom and sweetness, but by miraculous efficacy to invigorate and

to heal. They are powerful, not only to delight, but to elevate and purify.

Nor do we envy the man who can study either the life or the writings of the

great poet and patriot, without aspiring to emulate, not indeed the sublime

works with which his genius has enriched our literature, but the zeal with

which he laboured for the public good, the fortitude with which he endured

every private calamity, the lofty disdain witli which he looked down on temp-

tations and dangers, the deadly hatred which he bore to bigots and tyrants,

and the faith which he so sternly kept with his country and with his fame.

MACHIAVELLI. (March, 1827.)

(Kuvres completes tie IAaqhiw'ki., tradnites par ]. V. Perier. Paris: 1825.

Thosk who have attended to the practice of our literary tribunal are well

aware that, bv means of certain legal fictions similar to those of AVestminster

Hall, we are 'frequently enabled to take cognisance of cases lying beyond

the sphere of our original jurisdiction. We need hardly say, therefore,

that in the present instance M. Perier is merely a Richard Roe, who will
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no* be mentioned in any subsequent stage of the proceedings, and whose
name is used lor the sole purpose of bringing Machiavelli into court.

We doubt whether any name in literary historj* be so generally odious as
diat of the man whose character and writings we now propose to con-^ider.

The terms in which he is commonly described would seem to im])ort that

he was the Tempter, the Evil Principle, the discoverer of amliition and
revenge, the original inventor of perjury, and that, before the publication of
his fatal Prince, there had never been a hypocrite, a tyrant, or a traitor, a
simulated virtue, or a convenient crime. One writer gravely a.ssurcs us that

Maurice of Saxony learned all his fraudulent policy from that execrable
volume. Another remarks that since it was translated into Turkish, the

Sultans have been more addicted than formerly to the custom of strangling

their brothers. Lord Lyttelton charges the poor Florentine with the mani-
fold treasons of the house of Guise, and with the massacre of St Bartho-
lomew. Several authors have hinted that the Gunpowder Plot is to be
primarily attributed to his doctrines, and seem to think that his eflfig}' ought
to be substituted for that of Guy Faux, in those processions by which the
ingenuous youth of England annually commemorate the preservation of the
Three Estates. The Church of Rome has pronounced his works accursed
things. Nor have our own countr>Tnen been backward in testifying their

opinion of his merits. Out of his surname they have coined an epithet for a
knave, and out of his Christian name a synonyme for the Devil.*

It is indeed scarcely possible for any person, not well acquainted with 'he
history and literature of Italy, to read without horror and amazement the cele
brated treatise which has brought so much obloquy on the name of Machia-
velli. Such a display of wickedness, naked yet not ashamed, such cool, judi-

cious, scientific atrocity, seemed rather to belong to a fiend than to the most
depraved of men. Principles which the most hardened ruffian would scarcely
hint to his most trusted accomplice, or avow, without the disguise of some
palliating sophism, even to his own mind, are professed without the slightest

circumlocution, and assumed as the fundamental axioms of all politic.".]

science.

It is not strange that ordinary readers should regard the author of such a
book as the most depraved and shameless of human beings. Wise men, iiow

ever, have always been inclined to look with great suspicion on the angels and
daemons of the multitude : and in the present instance, several circumstances
have led even superficial observers to question the justice of the vulgar decision.

It is notorious that Machiavelli was, through life, a zealous republican. In the

same year in which he composed his manual of Kingcraft, he suffered imprison-

ment and torture in the cause of public liberty. It seems inconceivable that

the martyr of freedom should have designedly acted as the apostle of tyranny. ^

Several eminent writers have, therefore, endeavoured to detect in this un-
fortunate performance some concealed meaning, more consistent with the

ciiaracter and conduct of the author than that which appears at the first

glance.

One hypothesis is that Machiavelli intended to practi.se on theyoung Lorenzo
de Medici a fraud .similar to that which Sunderland is said to have employed
against our James the .Second, and that he urged his pupil to violent and perfi-

dious measures, as the surest means of accelerating the moment of deliverance
and revenge. Another supposition which Lord Bacon seems to countenance,
is that the treatise was merely a piece of grave irony, intended to wan» nations

against the arts of ambitious men. It would be eafy to show thai neither

* Nick Machiavel had ne'er a trick,

Thou;;li he g.ivc his name to our old Nick.
Hudibras. Part III. Canto I.

But, we believe, ihtre is a schism ou thu subject among the .
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of these solutions is consistent with many passages in The Prince itself. But
the most decisive refutation is that which is furnished by the other works of

Machiavelh." In all the writings which he gave to the public, and in all those

which the research of editors has, in the course of three centuries, discovered,

in his Comedies, designed for the entertainment of the multitude, in his Com-
ments on Livy, intended for the perusal of the most enthusiastic patriots of

Florence, in his History, inscribed to one of the most amia:ble and estimable

of the Popes, in his public despatches, in his pnvate memoranda, the same obli-

quity of moral principle for which The Prince is so severely censured is more
or less discernible. We doubt whether it would be possible to find, in all

the many volumes of his compositions, a single expression indicating that dis-

simulation and treachery had ever struck him as discreditable.

After this, it may seem ridiculous to say that we are acquainted with few

writings which exhibit so much elevation of sentiment, so pure and warm a zeal

for the pul)lic good, or so just a view of the duties and rights of citizens, as

those of Machiavelli. Yet so it is. And even from The Prince itself we could

select many passages in support of this remark. To a reader of our age and
country this inconsistency is, at first, perfectly bewildering. The whole man
seems to be an enigma, a grotesque assemblage of incongruous qualities, selfish-

ness and generosity, cruelty and benevolence, craft and simplicity, abject vil-

lany and romantic heroism. One sentence is such as a veteran diplomatist .,

would scarcely write in cipher for the direction of his most confidential spy ; .

the next seems to be extracted from a theme composed by an ardent school-

boy on the death of Leonidas. An act of dexterous perfidy, and an act of

patriotic self-devolion, call forth the same kind and the same degree of respect-

ful admiration. The moral sensibility of the writer seems at once to bo mor-

bidly obtuse and morbidly acute. Two characters altogether dissimilar are

united in him. They are not merely joined, but interwoven. Theyare the warp

and the woof of his mind ; and their combination, like that of the variegated

threads in shot silk, gives to the whole texture a glancing and ever-changing

appearance. The explanation might have been easy, if he had been a very

weak or a vei7 affected man. But he was evidently neither the one nor

the other. His works prove, beyond all contradiction, that his understand-

mg was strong, liis taste pure, and his sense of the ridiculous xvUii'tely

keen.

This is strange : and yet the strangest is behind. There is no reason m "lat-

ever to think, that tliose amongst whom he lived saw any thing snocking or

incongruous in his writings. Abundant proofs remain of the high estimation

in which both his works and his person were held by the most respectable

among his contemporaries. Clement the Seventh patronised the [lublication

of those very books which the Council of Trent, in the following generation,

pronounced unfit for tlie perusal of Christians. Some members of the demo-
cratical party censured the Secretary for dedicating The Prince to a patron

who bore the unpopular name of Medici. But to those immoral doctrines

which have since called forth such severe reprehensions no exception appears

to have been taken. The cry against them was first raised beyond the Alps,

and seems to have been heard with amazement in Italy. The earliest assailrait,

as far as we are aware, was a countryman of our own, Cardinal Pole. The
author of the Anti-Machiavelli was a French Protestant.

It is, therefore, in the state of moral feeling among the ItsJians of those

times that we must seek for the real explanation of what seems m.)st

mysterious in the life and writings of this remarkable man. As this is a

subject which suggests many interesting considerations, both political anci

naetaphysical, we shall make no apology for discussing it at some lengtn.

During the gloomy and disastrous centuries which followed the downfall of

the Roman Empire, Iloly had preserved, in a far greater degree than any other
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part of \\ e<item Europe, the traces of ancient civilisation. The night which

descended u^ioa her was the night of an Arctic summer. Tlie dawn began to

reappear before the last reflection of the ]ireceding sunset had faded from the

horizon. It was in the time of the French Merovingians and of the Sxxon
Heptarchy that ignorance and ferocity seemed to have done their worst. Yet
even then the Neapolitan provinces, recognising the authority of the Eastern

Empire, preserved something of E;ii-teni knowledge and refinement. Rome,
protected by the sacred character of her PontitTs, enjoyed at least comparative

security and repose. Even in those regions where the .sanguinary Lombards
had fixed their monarchy, there was mcomparably more of wealth, of infor-

mation, of physical comfort, and of social order, than could be fomid in Gaul,

Britain, or Germany.
That wlJch most distinguished Italy from the neighbouring countries was

the importance which the pof alatum of ihe towns, at a ve n.- early period, be-

gan to acquire. Sume cities had beiii founded in w ild and remote situations,

by fugitives who had escaped from the rage of the barbarians. Such were
Venice and Genoa, which preserved their freedom by their obscurity, till they

became able to preserve it by their power. Other cities seem to have retained,

under all the changing dynasties of invadei-s, under Odoacer and Theodoric,

Narses and Alboin, the municipal institutions which had been conferred on
them by the liberal policy of Uie Great Republic. In provinces which the

central government was too feeble either to protect or to oppress, th';se insti-

tutions g-adually acquired .-nabilityand vigour. The citizens, defended by their

walls, and governed by their o\\i.\ magistrates and their ow n by-laws, enj(jyed

a considerable share of republican independencj. Thus a strong democratic
spirit was called into action. The Carlovingian sovereigns were too imbecile

to .subdue it. The generous policy of Olho enc(jui-aged it. It might perhaps
have been suppressed by a close coalition between the Church and the Em-
pire. It was fostered and uivignrated by their disputes. In the twelfth cen-

tury it attaineil its full vigour, ajid. after a long and doubtful conflict, triumphed
over the abilities and courage of the Swabian Princes.

The assistance of the Ecclesiastical power had greatly contributed to the

success of the Guelfs. That success would, however, have been a doubtful

good, if its only effect had been to substitute a moral for a political servitude,

and to e.xalt the Popes at the expense of the Caesars. Happily the public

mind of Italy had long contained the seeds of free opinions, which were now
rapidly developed by the genial influence of free institutions. Tlie people
of that country had ob.served the whole machinery of the church, its saints

and its miracles, its lofty pretensions and its splendid ceremonial, its worth-
less blessings and its harmless carses, too long and too closely to be duped.
They stood behind the scenes on which others were gazing with childish awe
and interest. They witnessed the arrangement of the puUie-s and the manu-
facture of the thunders. They saw the natural faces and heard the natural •

voice.* of the actors. Distant nations looked on the Pope as the vicegerent

of the Almighty, the oracle of the All-wise, the umpire from whose decisions,

in the disputes either of theologians or of kings, no Christian ought to ap-

peal. Tlie Italians were acquainted with all the follies of his youth, and
with all the dishonest arts by which he had attained power. ^ They knew
how often he had employed the keys of the church to release him.self from
the most sacred engagements, and its wealth to pamper his mistresses and
nephews. The doctrines and rites of the established religion they treated

with decent reverence. But though they still called themselves Catholic?,

they had cease<i to be Papists. Those spiritual arms which carried terror

into the palai.-es and camps of the proudest sovereigns excited only contempt
in the irnmoiiaie n jighb<jurhood of the Vatican. Alexander, when he
commanded our He.iry the Second to submit to the lash before the tomb of
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a rebellious subject, was himself an exile. The Romans, apprehending that

he entertained designs against their liberties, had driven liim from their city ;

and, though he solemnly promised to confine himself for the future to his

spiritual functions, they slill refused to readmit him.
In everj' other part of Europe, a large and powerful privileged class

trampled on the people and defied the government. But, in the most
flourishing parts of Italy, the feudal nobles were reduced to comparative
insignificance. In some districts they took shelter under the protection of

the powerful commonwealths which they were unable to oppose, and
gradually sank into the mass of burghers. In other places they possessed
great influence ; but it was an influence widely different from that which was
exercised by the aristocracy of any Transalpine kingdom. They were not
petty princes, but eminent citizens. Instead of strengthening their fastnesses

among the mountains, they embellished their palaces in the market-place.

The state of society in the Neapolitan dominions, and in some parts of the

Ecclesiastical State, more nearly resembled that which existed in the great

monarchies of Europe. But the governments of Lombardy and Tuscany,
through ail their revolutions, preserved a different character. A people,

when assembled in a town, is far more formidable to its rulers than when
dispersed over a wide extent of country. The most arbitrary of the Caesars

found It necessarj' to feed and divert the inhabitants of their unwieldy capital

at the expense of the provinces. The citizens of Madrid have more than
once besieged their sovereign in his own palace, and extorted from him the

most humiliating concessions. The Sultans have often been compelled to

propitiate the furious rabble of Constantinople with the head of an xmpopular
Vizier. From the same cause there was a certain tinge of democracy in the

monarchies and aristocracies of Northern Italy.

Thus liberty, partially indeed and transiently, revisited Italy ; and with

liberty came commerce and empire, science and taste, all the comforts and
all the ornaments of life. The Crusades, from which the inhabitants of other

countries gained nothing but relics and wounds, brought to the rising com-
monwealths of the Adriatic and Tyrrhene seas a large increase of wealth, do-

minion, and knowledge. The moral and 'the geographical position of those

commonwealths enabled them to profit alike by the barbarism of the West and
by the civilisation of the East. Italian ships covered every sea. Italian fac-

tories rose on every shore. The tables of Italian money-changers were set in

every city. Manufactures flourished. Banks were established. The operations

of the commercial machine were facilitated by many useful and beautiful in-

ventions. We doubt whether any country of Europe, our own excepted, have
at the present time reached so high a point of wealth and civilisation as some
parts of Italy had attained four hundred years ago. Historians rarely descend
to those details from which alone the real state of a community can be collected.

Hence posterity is too often deceived by the vague hyperboles of poets and
rhetoricians, who mistake the splendour of a court for the happiness of a

people. Fortunately, John Villani has given us an ample and preci.se account

of the state of Florence in the early part of the fourteenth centurj-. The
revenue of the Republic amounted to three hundred thousand florins ; a sum
which, allowing for the depreciation of the precious metals, was at least

equivalent to six hundred thousand pounds sterling ; a larger sum than Eng-
land and Ireland, two centuries ago, yielded annually to Elizabeth. The
manufacture of wool alone employed two hundred factories and thirty thousand

workmen. The cloth annually produced sold, at an average, for twelve hun-

dred thousand florins ; a sum fully equal, in exchangeable value, to two millions

and a half of our mrmey. Four liundred thousand flonns were annually corned.

ICighly banks conrlucted the commercial operations, not of Florence only,

but of all Europe. The transactions of ihese establishments were sometimes
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Of a magnitude which may surprise even the contemporanes of the Barings

uid the Rothschilds. Two houses advanced to Edward the Tliird of ling-

! ind upwards of three hundred thousand marks, at a time when the mark
ijtained more silver than fifty shillings of the iirescnt day, and when the

due of silver was more thau quadruple of what it now is. The city and
- environs containetl a hundred and seventy thousand inhabitants. In the

irious schools abxjut ten thousand children were taught to read ; twelve

. indred studied arithmetic ; si.x hundred received a learned education.

The progress of elegant literature and of the fine arts was proportioned to

uit of the public prosperity. Under the despotic successors of Augustus, all

iiie fields of the intellect had been turned into arid wastes, still marked out by
formal boundaries, still retaining the traces of old cultivation, but yielding

neither flowers nor fruit. The deluge of barbarism came. It swept away all

the landmarks. It obliterated all the signs of former tillage. But it fertilised

while it devastated. When it receded, the wilderness was as the garden oi

God, rejoicing on every side, laughing, clapping its hands, pouring forth, in

sjwntaneous abundance, every thing brilliant, or fragrant, or nourishing. A
new language, characterised by simple sweetness and simple energy, had
attained perfection. No tongue ever furnished more gorgeous and vivid

:;:Us to poetry ; nor was it long before a poet appeared, who knew how
. employ them. Early in the fourteenth centun.- came forth the Divine

' .tmedy. Ivyond comparison the greatest work of imagination which had ap-

[.eared since the poems of Homer. Tlie following generation produced indeed

no second Dante : but it was eminently distinguished by general intellectual

actinty. The study of the Latin writers had never been wholly neglected in

Italy. But Petrarch introduced a more profound, liberal, and elegant .scholar-

ship, and communicated to his countr)-men that enthusiasm for the literature,

the history, and the antiquities of Rome, which divided his own heart with

a frigid mistress and a more frigid Muse. Boccaccio turned their attention

to the more sublime and graceful models of Greece.

From this time, the admiration of learning and genius became almost an
idolatr)- among the people of Italy. Kings and republics, cardinals and
doges, vied with each other in honouring and flattering Petrarch. Em-
bassies from rival states solicited the honour of his instructions. His coro-

nation agitated the Court of Naples and the people of Rome as much as

the most important political transaction could have done. To collect

books and antiques, to found professorships, to patronise men of learning,

became almost universal fashions among the great. The spirit of literary

research allied itself to that of commercial enterprise. Every place to

which the merchant princes of Florence extended their gigantic traffic,

from the bazars of the Tigris to the monasteries of the Clyde, was ransacked
for medals and manuscripts. Architecture, painting, and sculpture, were
munificently encouraged. Indeed it would Ix: difTiadt to name an Italian ot

eminence, during the period of which we speak, who, whatever may have
been his general character, did not at least affect a love of letters and of

the arts.

Knowledge and public prosperity continued to advance together. Both
attained their meridian in the age of Lorenzo the Magnificent. We
..innot refrain from quoting the splendid passage, in which the Tuscan
i hucydides describes the state of Italy at that period. " Ridotta tutta in

)mma pace e tranquillita, coltivata non meno ne' luoghi piii montuosi e

piu sterili che nellc pianure e regioni piii fcrtili, ne «ottoposta ad altru

imperio che de' suoi medesimi, non solo era abbondantissima d' abitatori e
di ricchezze ; ma illustrala sommamente dalla magnificenza di molti prin-

tipi, dallo splendore di molte nobilissime e l)ellissime citt^, dalla sedia e
della religione, fioriva d' uomini prestantissimi nell' amministrazione
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delle cose pubbliche, e d' ingegni molto nobili in tutte le scienze, ed in

qualunque arte pieclara ed industriosa. " When we peruse this just and
splendid descriptiun, we can scarcely persuade ourselves that we are read-

ing of times in which the annals of England and France present us only

with a frightful spectacle of poverty, barbarity, and ignorance.- From the

oppressions of illiterate masters, and the sufferings of a degraded peasantry,

it is delightful to turn to the opulent and enlightened States of Italy, to the

vast and magnificent cities, the ports, the arsenals, the villas, the museums,
the libraries, the marts filled with every article of comfort or luxurj', the

factories swarming with artisans, the Apennines covered with rich cultivation

up to their very summits, the Po wafting the harvests of Lombardy to the gran-

aries of Venice, and carrying back the silks of Bengal and the furs of Siberia

to the palaces of Milan. With peculiar pleasure, every cultivated mind
must repose on the fair, the happy, the glorious Florence, the halls which
rang with the mirth of Pulci, the cell where twinkled the midnight lamp of

Politian, the statues on which the young eye of Michael Angelo glared with
the frenzy of a kindred inspiration, the gardens in which Lorenzo meditated

some sparkling song for the May-day dance of the Etrurian virgins. Alas, foi

the beautiful city ! Alas, for the wit and the learning, the genius and the love \

" Le donne, e i cavalier, gli affanni, e gli agi,

Che ne 'nvogliava amore e cortesia

L^ dove i cuor son fatti si malvagi."

A time was at hand, when all the seven vials of the Apocah'psc v.'ere to

be poured forth and shaken out over those pleasant countries, a time of

slaughter, famine, beggary, infamy, slavery, despair. "

In the Italian States, as in many natural bodies, untimely decrepitude

was the penalty of precocious maturity. TJieir early greatness, and their

/Early decline, are principally to be attributed to the srane cause, the pre-

' ponderance which the towns acquired in the political system.

In a community of hunters or of shepherds, every man easily and neces-

sarily becomes a soldier. His ordinary avocations are perfectly compatible

with all the duties of military service. However remote may be the

expedition on wliich he is bound, he finds it easy to transport with him the

stock from which he derives his subsistence. The whole people is an

army ; the whole year a march. Such was the state of society which
facilitated the gigantic conquests of Attila and Tamerlane

But a people which subsists by the cultivation of the earth is in a very

different situation. The husbandman is bound to the soil on which he
labours. A long campaign would be ruinous to him. Still his pursuits are

such as give to his frame both the active and the passive strength necessary

to a .soldier. Nor do they, at least in the infancy of agricultural science,

demand his uninterrapted attention. At particular times of the year he is

almost wholly unemployed, and can, without injuiy to himself, afford the

time necessary for a short expedition. Thus the legions of Rome were sup-

plied during its earlier wars. The season during which the fields did not

require the presence of the cultivators sufficed for a short inroad and a battle.

These operations, too frequently interrupted to produce decisive results, yet

served to keep up among the people a degree of discipline and courage

which rendered them, not only secure, but formidable. The archers and
billmen of the middle ages, who, with provisions for forty days at their

backs, left the fields for the camp, were troops of the same description.

But when commerce and manufactures begin to flourish a great change
takes place. The sedentary habits of the desk and the loom render the ex-

ertions and hardships of war insupportable. The business of traders and
artisans requires their constant presence and attention. In such a com-
tn unity there is little superfluous time •, but there is generally much super-
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fluous money. Some members of the society are, therefore, hired to relieve

the rest from a task inconsistent with their habits and engagements.

The history of Greece is, in this, as in many other respects, the best com-

mentary on the histor)' of Italy. Five hundred years before the Christian

era, the citizens of the republics round the yEgean Sea formed perhaps the

finest mihtia that ever existed. As wealth and refinement advanced, the

system underwent a gradual alteration. 'I'he Ionian Slates were tlic tirst

in which commerce and the arts were cultivated, and the first in which the

ancient discipline decayed. Within eighty years after the battle of Plalaa,

mercenary troops were evei7where plying for battles and sieges. In the

time of Demosthenes, it was scarcely possible to persuade or compel the

Athenians to enlist for foreign service. The laws of Lycurgus prohibited

trade and manufactures. The Spartans, therefore, continued to form a

national force long after their neighbours had begun to hire soldiers. But

their military spirit declined with their singidar institutions. In the second

century before Christ, Greece contained only one nation of warriors, the

savage highlanders of JVXo\\^ who were some generations behind their

countrymen in civilisation and intelligence.

All the causes which produced these effects among the Greeks acted still

more strongly on the modem Italians. Instead of a power like Sparta, in

its nature warlike, they had amongst them an ecclesiastical state, in its

nature pacific. Where there are numerous slaves, every freeman is induced

by the strongest motives to familiarise himself with the use of arms. The
commonwealths of Italy did not, like those of Greece, swarm with thousands

of these household enemies. Lastly, the mode in which military operations

were conducted during the prosperous times of Italy was peculiarly unfavour-

able to the formation of an efficient militia. Men covered with iron from

head to foot, armed with ponderous lances, and mounted on horses of the

largest breed, were considered as composing the strength of an army. The
infantry was regarded as comparatively worthless, and was neglected till it

became really su. These tactics maintained their ground for centuries in

most parts of Europe. That foot soldiers could withstand the charge of heavy

cavalry was thought utterly impossible, till, towards the close of the fifteenth

century, the rude mountaineers of Switzerland dissolved the spell, and

astounded the most experienced generals by receiving the dreaded shock on

an impenetrable forest of pikes.

The use of the Grecian spear, the Roman sword, or the modem bayonet,

might be acquired with comparative ease. But nothing short of the daily exer-

cise of years could train the man at arms to support his ponderous panoply,

and manage his unwieldy weapon. Throughout Europe this most import-

ant branch of war Vjecame a separate profession. Beyond the Alps, indeed,

though a profession, it was not generally a trade. It was the duty and the

amusement of a large class of country gentlemen. It was the service by
which they held their lands, and the diversion by which, in the absence of

mental resources, they beguiled their leisure. But in the Northem States

of Italy, as we have already remarked, the growing power of the cities, where

it had not exterminated this order of men, had completely changed their

habits. Here, therefore, the practice of employing mercenaries became uni-

versal, at a time v.hen it was almost unknown in other countries.

When war becomes the trade of a separate class, the least dangerous

course left to a goveixment is to form that class into a standing army. It

is scarcely possible, that men can pass their lives in the service of one state,

without feeling some interest in its greatness. Its victories are their vic-

ttries. Its defeats are their defeats. The contract loses something r.f its

mercantile character. The services of the soldier are considered xs the effects

of patriotic zeal, his pay as the tribute of national gratitude. To betray the
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power which employs him, to be even remiss in its service, are in his eyes

the most atrocious and degrading of crimes.

When tlie princes and commonwealths of Italy began to use hired troops,

their wisest course would have been to form separate militaiy establishments.

Unhappily this was not done. The mercenary warriors of the Peninsula, in-

stead of being attached to the service of different powers, were regarded as the

common property of all. The connection between the state and its defenders

was reduced to the most simple and naked traffic. The adventurer brought
his horse, his weapons, his strength, and his experience, into the market.

Whether the King of Naples or the Duke of Milan, the Pope or the Signory

of Florence, struck the bargain, was to him a matter of perfect indifference.

He was: for the highest wages and the longest tenn. When the campaign
for which he had contracted was finished, there was neither law nor punctilio

CO prevent him from instantly turning his amis against his late masters. The
soldier was altogether disjoined from the citizen and from the subject.

The natural consequences followed. Left to the conduct ofmen who neitlier

loved those whom they defended, nor hated those whom they opposed, who
were often bound by stronger ties to the army against which they fought than

to the state which they served, who lost by the termination of the conflict, and
gained by its prolongation, war completely changed its character. Eveiy man
came into the field of battle impressed with the knowledge that, in a few days,

he might be taking the pay of the power against which he was then employed,

and fighting by the side of his enemies against his associates. The strongest

interests and the strongest feelings concurred to mitigate the hostility of those

who had lately been brethren in arms, and who might soon be brethren in

aiTns once more. Their common profession was a bond of union not to be

forgotten even when they were engaged in the service of contending parties.

Hence it was that operations, languid and indecisive beyond any recorded

in history, marches, and counter-marches, pillaging expeditions and blockades,

bloodless capitulations and equally bloodless combats, make up the military

history of Italy during the course of nearly two centuries. Mighty armies

fight from sunrise to sunset. A great victory is won. Thousands of prisoners

are taken ; and hardly a life is lost. A pitched battle seems to have been

really less dangerous than an ordinaiy civil tumult.

Courage was now no longer necessary even to the military character. Men
grew old in camps, and acquired the highest renown by their warlike achieve-

ments, without being once required to face serious danger. The political con-

sequences are too well known. The richest and most enlightened part of the

world was left undefended to the assaults of every barbarous invader, to the

brutality of Switzerland, the insolence of France, and the fierce rapacity of

Arragon. The m.oral effects which followed from this state of things were

still more remarlcable.

Among the rude nations which lay beyond the Alps, valour was absolutely

indispensable. Without it none could be eminent ; few could be secure.

Cowardice was, therefore, naturally considered as the foulest reproach.

Among the polished Italians, enriched by commerce, governed by law, and
passionately attached to literature, everything was done by .superiority of in-

telligence. Their very wars, more pacific than the peace of their neighbours,

required rather civil than military qualifications. Hence, while courage was

the point of honour in other countries, ingenuity became the point of honour

in Italy.

From these principles were deduced, by processes strictly analogous, two

opposite systems of fashionable morality. Through the greater part of Europe,

the vices which peculiarly belong to timid dispositions, and which are the

natural defence of weakness, fraud, and hypocrisy, have always been most dis-

reputable. On the other hand, the excesses of haughty and daring spirits have

been treated with indulgence, and even with respect. The Italians regarded
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with correspomling lenity those crimes which require self-command, and
address, (iiiick observation, fertile invention, ani] profound knowledge of

iiuman nature.

Such a prince as our Henr)* the Fifth would have been the idol vif the North.

The follies of his youth, the selfish ambition of his manhood, the Lollards

roasted at slow fires, the prisoners massacred on the field of battle, the expir-

ing lease of priestcraft renewed for another century, the dreadful legacy of a
causeless and hopele-ss war bequeathed to a people who had no interest in its

event, even.' thing is forgotten but the victory of Agincourt. Francis Sforza,

on the other hand, was the model of Italian heroes. He made his employers

and his rivals alike his tools. He first overpowered his open enemies by the

help of faithless allies ; he then armed himself against his allies with the spoils

taken from liis enemies. By his incomparable dexterity, he raised himself from
the precarious and dependent situation of a militar)' adventurer to the first

throne of Italy. To such a man much was forgiven, hollow friendship, un-

generous enmity, violated faith. Such are the opposite errors which men
commit, when their morality is not a science but a taste, when they abandon
eternal principles for accidental associations.

We have illustrated our meaning by an instance taken from history. We
will select another from fiction. Othello murders his wife ; he gives orders

for the murder of his lieutenant ; he ends by murdering himself. Yet he never
loses the esteem and affection of Northem readers. His intrepid and ardent
spirit redeems every thing. The unsuspecting confidence with which he lis. ons

to his adviser, the agony with which he shrinks from the thought of sha..ie,

the tempest of passion with which he commits his crimes, and the haughty
fearlessness with which he avows them, give an extraordinary interest to his

character. lago, on the contrary, is the object of universal loathing. Many
are inclined to suspect that Shakspeare has been seduced into an exaggeration

unusual with him, and has drawn a monster who has no archetype in human
nature. Now we suspect that an Italian audience in the fifteenth century

would have fell very differently. Othello would have inspired nothing but

detestation and contempt. The folly with which he trusts the friendly pro-

fessions of a man whose promotion he had obstructed, the credulity with which
he takes unsupported assertions, and trivial circumstances, for unanswerable
proofs, the violence wth which he silences the exculpation till the exculpation

can only aggravate his misery, would have excited the abhorrence and disgust

of the spectators. The conduct of lago they would assuredly have con-

demned ; but they would have condemned it as we condemn that of his vic-

tim. Something of interest and respect would have mingled with their disap-

probation. The readiness of the traitor's wit, the clearness of his judgment,

the skill with which he penetrates the dispositions of others and conceals

his own, would have insured to him a certain portion of their esteem.

So wide was the difference between the Italians and their neighbours.

A similar difference existed between the Greeks of the second century before

Christ, and their masters the Romans. The conquerors, brave and resolute,

faithful to their engagements, and strongly influenced by religious feelings,

were, at the same time, ignorant, arbitrary, and cruel. With the van-

quLshetl people were deposited all the art, the science, and the literature of

the Western world. In poetry,' in philosophy, in painting, in architecture,

in sculpture, they had no rivals. Their manners were polished, their per-

ceptions acute, their invention ready ; they were tolerant, affable, humane ;

but of courage and sincerity they were almost utterly destitute. Every rude
centurion consoled himself for his intellectual inferiority, by remarking that

knowledge and taste seemed only to make men atheists, cowards, and
slaves. ITie distinction long continued to be strongly marked, and furnished

an admirable subject for the fierce sarcasms of Juvenal.

The citizen of an Italian commonwealth was the Greek of the time of
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Juvenal and the Greek of llie time of Pericles, joined in one. Like tbi
fomier, he was tiniitl and j)liable, artful and mean. But, like the latter, he
had a country, lats independence and prosperity were dear to him. If his

character were degraded by some base crimes, it was, on the other hand,
ennobled by public spirit and by an honourable ambition.

A vice sanctioned by the general opinion is merely a vice. The evil

terminates in itself. A vice condemned by the general opinion produces a
pernicious effect on the whole character. The former is a local malady,
the latter a constitutional taint. When the reputation of the offender is

lost, he too often flings the remains of his virtue after it in despair. The
Highland gentleman who, a century ago, lived by taking black mail from
his neighbours, committed the same crime for which Wild was accompanied
to Tyburn by the huzzas of two hundred thousand people. But there can
be no doubt that he was a much less depraved man than Wild. The deed
for which Mrs Brownrigg was hanged sinks into nothing, when compared
with the conduct of the Roman who treated the public to a hundred pair of

gladiators. Yet we should greatly wrong such a Roman if we supposed
that his disposition was as cruel as that of Mrs Brownrigg. In our own
country, a woman forfeits her place in society by what, in a man, is too

commonly considered as an honourable distinction, and, at worst, as a venial

error. The consequence is notorious. The moral principle of a woman
is ^''•equently more impaired by a single lapse from virtue than that of a -,

ma by twenty years of intrigues. Classical antiquity would furnish us with
instances stronger, if possible, than those to which we have referred.

We must apply this principle to the case before us. Habits of dissimu-
lation and falsehood, no doubt, mark a man of our age and country as

utterly worthless and abandoned. But it by no means follows that a similar

judgment would be just in the case of an Italian of the middie ages.' On
the contrary, we frequently find those faults which we are accustomed to

consider as certain indications of a mind altogether depraved, in company
with great and good qualities, with generosity; with benevolence, with dis-

mterestedness. From such a state of society, Palamedes, in the admirable
dialogue of Hume, might have drawn illustrations of his theory as striking as

any of those with which F"ourli furnished him. These are not, we well know,
the lessons which historians are generally most careful to teach, or readers

most willing to learn. But they are not therefore useless. How Philija-i

disposed his troops at Chseronea, where Hannibal crossed the Alps, whether
Mary blew up Damley, or Siquier shot Charles the Twelfth, and ten thousand
other c[uestions of the same description, are in themselves unimportant. The
inquiry may amuse us, but the decision leaves us no wiser. He alone reads
history aright who, observing how powerfully circumstances influence the
feelings and opinions of men, how often vices pass into virtues and para-
doxes into axioms, learns to distinguish what is accidental and transitory in

human nature from what is essential and immutable. .

In this respect no histoiy suggests more important reflections than that of

the Tuscan and I>ombard commonwealths. The character of the Italian

statesman seems, at first sight, a collection of contradictions, a phantom as
monstrous as the portress of hell in Milton, half divinity, half snake, ma-
jestic and beautiful above, grovelling und poisonous below. We see a man
whose thoughts and words have no connection with each other, who never
hesitates at an oath when he wishes to seduce, who never wants a pretext
when he is inclined to betray. His cruelties spring, not from the heat ot

blood, or the insanity of uncontrolled power, but from deep and cool medi-
tation. His passions, like well-trained troops, are impetuous by rule, and in

their most headstrong fuiy never forget the discipline to which they have been
tccustomed. His whole soul is occupied vnth vast and complicated scheme.*-
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nf ambition : yet his aspect ami language exhibit nothing but philosophical

mixlcration. Hatred and revenge cat into his heart : yet every look is ..

t ' )rdial smile, every gesture a familiar caress. I le never excites liie suspicioii

i>f his adversaries by petty provocations. His puqiose is disclusccl only

when it is accomplished. His face is unruffled, his speech is courteous, till

vigilance is laid asleep, till a vital point is exposed, till a sure aim is taken
;

and then he strikes for the first and last time. Military courage, the boast

of the sottish German, of the frivolous and prating Frenchman, of the ro-

mantic and arrogant Spaiiip.rd, he neither possesses nor values." He shuns

danger, not because he is insensible to shame, but because, in the society in

which he lives, timidity has ceased to be shameful. To do an injury openly

is, in his estimation, as wicke<] as to do it secretly, and far less profitable.

With him the most honourable means are those which are the surest, the

speediest, and the darkest. He cannot comprehend how a man should

scruple to deceive those whom he does not scruple to destroy. He would
think it madness to declare open hostilities against rivals whom he might
stab in a friendly embrace, or poison in a consecrated wafer.

Yet this man, black with the vices which we consider as most loathsome,

traitor, hypocrite, coward, assassin, was by no means destitute even of those

virtues which we generally consider as indicating superior elevation of char-

acter. In civil courage, in perseycraiice, in presence o£mind, those bar-

barous warrioi^T^'ho were foremost in the battle or the^brea^i, were far his

inferiors. Even the dangers which he avoided with a caution almost pusil-

lanimous never confused his perceptions, never paralysed his inventive

faculties, never wmng out one secret from his smooth tongue, and his in-

scrutable brow. Though a dangerous enemy, and a still more dangerous
accomplice, he coulil be a just aiul beneficent ruler. With so much unfair-

ness in his policy, there was an extraordinary degree of fairness in his intel-

lect. Indifferent to truth in the transactions of life, he was honestly devoted

to truth in the researches of speculation. Wanton cruelty was not in his

nature. On the contrary, where no political object was at stake, his disposi-

tion was soft and humane. The susceptibility of his henes and the activity

of his imagination inclined him to sympathise with the feelings of others, and
to delight in the charities and courtesies of social life. Perpetually descend-

ing to actions which might seem to mark a mind diseased through all its

faculties, he had nevertheless an exquisite sensibility, both for the natural

and the moral sublime, for every graceful and ever)' lofty conception. Habits
of petty intrigue and dissimulation might have rendered him incapable of

great general views, but that the expanding effect of his j)hilosophical studies

counteracted the narrowing tendency. He had the keenest enjoyment of

wit, eloquence, and poetry. The fine arts profited alike Ijy the severity of

his judgment, and by the liberality of his patronage. The portraits of some
of the remarkable Italians of those times are perfectly in harmony with this

description. Ample and majestic foreheads, brows strong and dark, but not
frowning, eyes of which the calm full gaze, while it expresses nothing, seems
to discern every thing, cheeks pale with thought and sedentary habits, lips

formed with feminine delicacy, but compresserl with more than masculine de-

cision, mark out men at once enteqirising and timid, men equally skilled in

detecting the purposes of others, and in concealing their own, men who must
have Ix-en formidable enemies and unsafe allies, but men, at the same time,

whose tempers were mild and equable, and who possessed an amplitude and
subtlety of intellect which would have rendered them eminent either in active or

in contemplative life, and fitted ihem either to govern or to instruct mankind.
Every age anch every nation has certain characteristic vices, which prevail

almost universally, which scarcely any person scruples to avow, and which
even rigid moralists but faintly censure. Succeeding generations change the
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fashion of their morals, with the fashion of their hats and their coaches ; take

some other kind of wickedness under their patronage, and wonder at the de-

pravity of their ancestors. Nor is this all. Posterity, that high court of

appeal which is never tired of eulogising its ovm justice and discernment,

acts on such occasions like a Roman dictator after a general mutiny. Find-

ing the delinquents too numerous to be all punished, it selects some of them

at hazard, to bear the whole penalty of an offence in which they are not more
deeply implicated than those who escape. Whether decimation be a con-

venient mode of military execution, we know not ; but we solemnly protest

against the introduction of such a principle into the philosophy of histoiy.

In the present instance, the lot has fallen on Machiavelli, a man whose

jiublic conduct was upright and honourable, whose views of morality, where

they differed from those of the persons around him, seemed to have differed

for the better, and whose only fault was, that, having adopted some of the

maxims then generally received, he arranged them more luminously, and

expressed them more forcibly, than any other writer.

Having now, we hope, in some degree cleared the personal character of

Machiavelli, we come to the consideration of his works. As a poet, he is

not entitled to a high place ; but his comedies deserve attention.

The Mandragola, in particular, is superior to the best of Goldoni, and in-

ferior only to the best of Moliere. It is the work of a man who, if he had
devoted himself to the drama, would probably have attained the highest emi-

nence, and produced a permanent and salutary effect on the national taste.

Tiiis we infer, not so much from the degree, as from the kind of its excellence.

There are compositions which indicate still greater talent, and which are per-

used with still greater delight, from which we should have drawn very diflerent

conclusions. Books quite worthless are quite harmless. The sure sign of

the general decline of an art is the frequent occurrence, not of deformity, but

of misplaced beauty. In general. Tragedy is corrupted by eloquence, and

Comedy by wit.

The real object of the drama is the exhibition of human character. This,

we conceive, is no arbitrary canon, originating in local and temporary asso-

ciations, like those canons whicli regidate the number of acts in a play, or of

syllables in a line. To this fundamental law every other regulation is sub-

ordinate. The situations which most signally develop character form the best

plot. The mother tongue of the passions is the best style.

This principle, rightly understood, does not debar the poet from any grace

of composition. There is no style in which some man may not, under some
circumstances, express himself. There is therefore no style which the drama
rejects, none which it does not occasionally require. It is in the discernment

of place, of time, and of person, that the inferior artists fail. The fantastic

rhapsody of Mercutio, the elaborate declamation of Antony, are, where Shak-

speare has placed them, natural and pleasing. But Dryden would have made
Mercutio challenge Tybalt in hyperboles as fanciful as those in which he de-

scribes the chariot of Mab. Corneille would have represented Antony as

scolding and coaxing Cleopatra with all the measured rhetoric of a funeral

oration.

No writers have injured the Comedy of England so deeply as Congreve and

Sheridan. Both were men of splendid wit and polished taste. Unhappily,

they made all their characters in their own likeness. Their works bear the

same relation to the legitimate drama which a transparency bears to a paint-

ing. There are no delicate touches, no hues imperceptibly fading into each

other : the whole is lighted up with an universal glare. Outlines and tints

are forgotten in the common blaze which illuminates all. The flowers and
fruits of the incellect abound ; but it is the abundance of a jungle, not of a

garden, unwholesome, bewildering, unprofitable from its very plenty, 1«jnk
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from its very fragrance. Every fop, ever)' boor, every valet, is a man of wit.

'! he very butts and dupes. Tattle, Witwould, Puff, Acres, outshine the whole

Hotel of Kambouillct. To prove the whole system of this scho.ol erroneous,

it is only necessary to apply the test which dissolved the enchanteil I'lorimel,

to place the true by the false Thalia, to contrast the most celebrated charac-

ters which have been drawn by the writers of whom we speak with the Bas-

tard in. King John, or the Nurse in Romeo and Juliet. It was not surely

from want of wit that Shakspeare adopted so different a manner. Iknedick

and Beatrice throw Mirabel and Millamant into the shade. All the good

sayings of the facetious houses of .Absolute and Surface might have been

I lipped from the single character of Falstaff without being missed. It would

liave been easy for that fertile mind to have given Bardolph and Shallow as

much wit as Prince Hal, and to have made Dogberry and Verges retort on

lach other in sparkling epigrams. Hut he knew that such indiscriminate ]>ro-

iligality was, to use his own admirable language, " from the purpose of play-

mg, whose end, both at tiie first and now, was, and is, to hold, as it were,

the mirror up to Nature."

This digression will enable our readers to understand what we mean when
we say that in the Mantlragola, Machiavelli h.ns proved that he conijiktcly

undeislood the nature of the dramatic art, and )ios.sessed talents which would
hare enabled him to excel in it. By tlie correct and vigorous delineation of

iiunian nature, it pnnluces interest without a pleasing or skilful plot, and

laugh'er without the least ambition of wit. The lover, not a very ticlicate

iT generous lover, and his adviser the parasite, are drawn with spirit. 'Ihc

liyi«ocriticaI confessor is an admirable portrait. He is, if we mistake not, the

original of Father Dominic, the liest comic character of Dryden. But old

Nicias Ls the glory of the jiiece. We cannot call to mind anything that re-

sembles him. The follies which Moliere ridicules are tho.se of affectation,

not those of fatuity. Coxcomlis and pedants, not absolute .simpletons, are his

game. Shaksjicare has indeed a va.st a.ssortment of fools ; but the precise

species of which we speak is not, if we remember right, to be found there.

.Shallow is a fool. But his animal spirits supply, to a certain degree, the

place of cleverness. His talk is to that of Sir John what soda water is to

champagne. It has the effervescence though not the body or the flavour.

Slender and Sir Andrew Aguecheek are fools, troubled with an uneasy con-

sciousness of their folly, which, in the latter, produces meekness and docility,

and in the former, awkwardness, obstinacy, and confusion. Cloten is an
arrogant fool, ( )srii: a foppish fool, Ajax a savage fool ; but Nicias is, as

Thersites says of Patroclus, a fool positive. His mind is occupied by no
strong feeling ; it takes every character, and retains none ; its aspect is diver-

sified, not by passions, but by faint and transitor)' semblances of passion, a

mock joy, a mock fear, a mock love, a mock jiride, which cha.se each other like

shadows over its surface, and vani.sh as soon as they appear. He is just idiot

enough to be an object, not of pity or horror, but of ridicule. He bears some
resemblance to poor Calandrino, whose mishaps, as recounted by Boccaccio,

have made all Europe merry for more than four centuries. He perhaps re-

sembles still more closely Simon da Villa, to whom Bruno and Buffalmacco

promised the love of the Countess Civilian. Nicias is, like Simon, of a

learned profession ; and the dignity with which he wears the doctoral fur,

renders his absurdities infinitely more grotesque. The old Tu.scan is the very

language for such a being. Its peculiar simplicity gives even to the most
forcible reasoning and the most 'brilliant wit an infantine air, generally de-

lightful, but to a foreign reader sometimes a little ludicrous. Heroes and
statesmen seem to lisp when they use it. It becomes Nicias incomjiarably,

and renders all his .silliness infinitely more silly.

We may add, that the verses with which the Mandragola ia interspersed,
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appear to us to be the most spirited and correct of all that Machiavelli has
written in metre. He seems to have entertained the same opinion ; for he
has introduced some of them in other places. The contemporaries of the
author were not blind to the merits of this striking piece. It was acted at

Florence with the greatest success. Leo the Tenth was among its admirers,
and by his order it was represented at Rome.*
The Clizia is an imitation of the Casina of Plautus, which is itself an

imitation of the lost Kkv^povixhoi of Diphilus. Plautus was, unquestionably,
one of the best Latin writers ; but the Casina is by no means one of his best

plays ; nor is it one which offers great facilities to an imitator. Tiie story
is as alien from modern habits of life, as the manner in which it is developed
from the modem fashion of composition. The lover remains in the country
and the heroine in her chamber during the whole action, leaving their fate to

be decided by a foolish father, a cunning mother, and two knavish servants.

Machiavelli ha^ executed his task with judgment and taste. He has accom,
modated the plot to a differ^-nr ^tate of society, an<l has very dexterously con.

nected it with the history of his own times. The relation of the trick put
on the doting old lover is exquisitely humorous. It is far superior to the

corresponding passage in the Latin comedy, and scarcely yields to the account
which Falstaff gives of his ducking.
Two other comedies without titles, the one in prose, the other in verse,

appear among the works of Machiavelli. The former is very short, lively

enough, but of no great value. The latter we can scarcely believe to be
genuine. Neither its merits nor its defects remind us of the rei:)uted author.

It was first printed in 1796, from a manuscript discovered in the celebrated

library of the Strozzi. Its genuineness, if we have been rightly informed, is

established solely by the comparison of hands. Our suspicions are strength-

ened by the circumstance, that the same manuscript contained a description

of the plague of 1527, which has also, in consequence, been added to the
works of Machiavelli. Of this last composition, the strongest external evi-

dence would scarcely induce us to believe him guilty. Nothing was ever
written more detestable in matter and manner. The narrations, the reflec-

tions, the jokes, the lamentations, are all the very worst of their respective
kinds, at once trite and affected, threadbare tinsel from the Rag Fairs and
Monmouth Streets of literature. A foolish schoolboy might write such a
piece, and, after he had written it, think it much finer than tlie incomjiarable
introduction of the Decameron. But that a shrewd statesman, whose earliest

works are characterised by manliness of thought and language, should, at

near sixty years of age, descend to such puerility, is utterly inconceivable.

The little novel of Belphegor is pleasantly conceived, and ]ileasantly told.

But the extravagance of the satire in some measure injures its effect. Machia-
velli was unhappily married ; and his wish to avenge his own cause and that

of his brethren in misfortune, carried him beyond even the licence of fiction.

Jonson seems to have combined some hints taken from this tale, with others

from Boccaccio, i-n the plot of "The Devil is an Ass," a play which, though
not the most highly finished of his compositions, is perhaps that which ex-

hibits the strongest proofs of genius.

The political correspondence of Machiavelli, first published in 1767, is un-
questionably genuine, and highly valuable. The unhappy circumstances in

which his country was placed during the greater part of his public life gave
extraordinary encouragement to diplomatic talents. From the moment that

Charles the Eighth descended from the Alps, the whole character of Italian

* Nothing can be more evident than that Paulus Jovius designates the Mandragola
under the n.Tme of the Nicias. \Vc shouUI not have noticed what is so perfectly obvious,
were it not that this natural and palpable misnomer has led the sagacious and indus-
trious Bayle into a gross error.
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jolitics was changed. The governments of the Peninsula ceased to form an
iviepemient system. Drawn from their ohl orbit by the attraction of the

lir^er .Ixxlies which now approached them, they became mere oati Ihtes of

Trance and .Sixain. All their disputes, internal and external, were deci.led

1 y foreign 'nlluence. The contests of opposite factions were carried on, not
as fonnerly in the senate-house or in tiic market-place, but in the antecham-
bers of Louis ami Ferdinanii. I'nder these circumstances, llie prosperity of

the Italian States depended far more on the ability of their foreign agents,

than on the conduct of those who were intnisted with the domestic adminis-

tration. The ambxssador had to discharge functions far more delicate than

transmitting orders of knighthood, introihicing tourists, or presenting his

lircthren with the homage of his high consideration. He was an advocate to

vvhose management the dearest interests of his clients were intrusted, a spy
clothed with an inviolable character. Instead of consulting, by a reserved

manner and ambiguous style, the dignity of those whom he rejiresented,

he was to plunge into all the intrigues of the court at which he resided, to

discover and flatter every weakness of the prince, and of the favourite who
governed the prince, and of the lacquey who governed the favourite. He
was to compliment the mistress and bribe the confessor, to panegyrize or sup-

plicate, to laugh or weep, to accommodate himself to every caprice, to lull

Lvery suspicion, to treasure every hint, to be every thing, to observe every

thing, to endure every thing. High as the art of political intrigue had been
carried in Italy, these were times which required it all.

On these arduous errands Machiavelli was frequently employed. He was
sent to treat with the King of the Romans and with the Duke of Valentinois.

He was twice ambassador at the Court of Rome, and thrice at that of France.

In these missions, and in several others of inferior importance, he acquitted

liimself with great dexterity. His despatches form one of the most amusing
and instructive collections extant. The nanati%'es are clear and agreeably

written ; the remarks on men and things clever and judicious. The conver-

>ations are reported in a spirited and characteristic manner. We find our-

selves intrcKluced into the presence of the men who, during twenty eventful

years, swayed the destinies of Europe. Their wit and their folly, their fret-

fulness and their merriment, are exposed to us. We are admitted to over-

hear their chat, and to watch their familiar gestures. It is interesting and
curious to recognise, in circumstances which elude the notice of historians,

the feeble violence and shallow cunning of Louis the Twelfth ; the bustling

insignificance of Maximilian, curbed with an impotent pruriency for renown,
rash yet timid, obstinate yet fickle, always in a hurry, yet always too late ;

the fierce and haughty energy which gave dignity to the eccentricities of

Julius ; the soft and graceful manners which masked the insatiable ambition
and the implacable hatred of Cesar Borgia.

We have mentioned (Jresar liorgia. It is impossible not to pause for a
moment on the name of a man in whom the political morality of Italy was
-o strongly personified, partially blended with the sterner lineaments of the

."Spanish cliaracter. (Jn two important occasions Machiavelli was admitted
to his society ; once, at the moment when Ciesar's splendid villany achieved
its most signal triumph, when he caught in one snare and crushed at one
blow all his most fonnidable rivals ; and again when, exhausted by disease

and over\vhelmed by misfortunes, which no human prudence could have
averted, he was the prisoner of the deadliest enemy of his house. These in-

terviews between the greatest speculative and the greatest practical statesman
of the age are fully described in the Correspondence, and form perhaps the

most interesting part of it. From some passages in The I'rince, and perhaps
also from some indistinct traditions, several writers have suppfised a con-

nection between those remarkable men much cloaer than ever existed. The
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Envoy has even been accused of prompting the crimes of the artful and merci.

less tyrant. But from the official documents it is clear that their intercourse,

though ostensibly amicable, was in reality hostile. It cannot be doubled,

however, that the imagination of Machiavelli was strongly impressed, and his

speculations on government coloured, by the observations wliich he made on

the singular character and equally singidar fortunes of a man who under such

disadvantages had achieved such exploits ; who, when sensuality, varied

through innumerable forms, could no longer stimulate his sated mind, found

a more powerful and durable excitement in the intense thirst of empire and

revenge ; who emerged from the sloth and luxuiy of the Roman purple the

first prince and general of the age ; who, trained in an unwarlike profession,

formed a gallant army out of the dregs of an unwarlike people ; who, after

acquiring sovereignty by destroying his enemies, acquired popularity by de-

stroying his tools ; who hsl begun to employ for the most salutaiy ends the

power which he had attained by the most atrocious means ; who tolerated

within the sphere of his iron despotism no plunderer or oppressor but him-

self ; and who fel' at last amidst the mingled curses and regrets of a people

of whom his genius had been the wonder, and might have been the salva-

tion. Some of those crimes of Borgia which to us appear the mo.st odious

would not, from causes which we have already considered, have struck an

Italian of the fifteenth century with equal horror. Patriotic feeling also

might induce Machiavelli to look with some indulgence and regret on the

memory of the only leader who could have defended the independence of

Italy against the confederate spoilers of Cambray.
On this subject Machiavelli felt most strongly. Indeed the expulsion of

the foreign tyrants, and the restoration of that golden age which had pre-

ceded the irruption of Charles the Eighth, were projects which, at that time,

fascinated all the master-spirits of Italy. The magnificent vision delighted

the great but ill-regulated mind of Julius. It divided with manuscripts and

sauces, painters and falcons, the attention of the frivolous Leo. It prompted

the generous treason of Morone. It imparted a transient energy to the feeble

mind and body of the last Sforza. It excited for one moment an honest

ambition in the false heart of Pescara. P'erocij.y and insolence were not

among the vices of the national character. To the discriminating cruelties

of politicians, committed for great ends on select victims, the moral code of

the Italians was too indulgent. But though they might have recourse to bar-

barity as an expedient, they did not require it as a stimulant. They t,urned

with loathing from the atrocity of the strangers who seemed to love blood

for its own sake, who, not content with subjugating, were impatient to de-

stroy, who found a fiendish pleasure in razing magnificent cities, cutting the

throats of enemies who cried for quarter, or suffocating an unarmed popula-

tion by thousands in the caverns to which it had fled for safety. Such were

the cruelties which daily excited the terror and disgust of a people among
whom, till lately, the worst that a soldier had to fear in a pitched battle was

the loss of his horse and the expense of his ransom. The swinish intemper-

ance of Switzerland, the wolfish avarice of Spain, the gross licentiousness of

the French, indulged in violation of hospitality, of decency, of love itself, the

wanton inhumanity wliich was common to all the invaders, had made them

objects of deadly hatred to the inhabitants of the Peninsula. The wealth

which had been accumulated during centuries of prosperity and repose

was rapidly melting away. The intellectual superiority of the oppressed

people only rendered them more keenly sensible of their political degrada-

tion. Literature and taste, indeed, still disguised with a flush of hectic loveli-

ness and brilliancy the ravages of an incurable decay. The iron had not yet

entered into the soul. 'I'he time was not yet come when eloquence was to be

gagged, and reason to be hoodwinked, when the harp of the poet wxs to be
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hung on the willo\vs of Amo, and Uie right hand of the painter to forget its

cunning. Yet a discerning eye might even then have seen that genius and

learning would not long sur\'ive the state of things from wliicii they had

sprung, and that the great men whose talents gave lustre to that melancholy

period hail been fonned under the influence of happier days, and would

leave no successors behind them. The times which shine with the greatest

splendour in literar>- history are not always those to which the human mind is

most indebted. Of this we may be convinced, by comparing the generation

which follows them with that which had preceded them. The tirst fruits

which are reapetl under a bad system often spring from seed sown under

a good one. Thus it was, in some measure, with the Augustan age. Thus
It was with the age of Raphael and Ariosto, of Aldus and Vida.

Machiavelli deeply regretted the misfortunes of his country, and clearly

discerned the cause and the remedy. It was the military system of the Italian

people which had extinguished their value and discipline, and left their wealth

an easy prey to every foreign plunderer. The Secretary projected a scheme

alike honourable to his heart and to his intellect, for abolishing the use of

mercenary troops, and for organising a national militia.

The exertions which he made to effect this great object ought alone to

rescue his name from obloquy. Though his situation and his habits were

pacific, he studied with intense assiduity the theory of war. He made him-

self master of all its details. The Florentine government entered into his

views. A council of war was appointed. Levies were decreed. The inde-

fatigable minister flew from place to place in order to superintend the execu-

tion of his design. The times were, in some respects, favourable to the

experiment. The system of military tactics had undergone a great revolu-

tion. The cavalry was no longer considered as forming the strength of an

army. The hours which a citizen could spare from his ordinary employments,

though by no means sufficient to familiarise him with the exercise of a man-

at-arms, might render him an useful foot-soldier. The dread of a foreign

yoke, of plunder, massacre, and conflagration, might have contpiered that

repugnance to military pursuits which both the industry and the idleness of

great towns commonly generate. For a time the scheme promised well.

The new troops acquitted themselves respectably in the field. Machiavelli

looked with parental rapture on the success of his plan, and began to hope

that the arms of Italy might once more be formidable to the barbarians of

the Tagus and the Rhine. But the tide of misfortune came on before the

barriers which should have withstood it were prepared. For a time, indeed,

Florence might be considered as peculiarly fortunate. Famine and sword

and pestilence hat! devastated the fertile plains and stately cities of the Po.

All the curses denounced of old against Tyre seemed to have fallen on Venice.

Her merchants already stood afar off, lamenting for their great city. The
time seemed near when the sea-weed should overgrow her silent Rialto, and

the fisherman wash his nets in her deserted arsenal. Naples hatl been four

times conquered and reconquered by tyrants equally indifferent to its wel-

fare, and equally greedy for its spoils. Florence, as yet, had only to endure

degradation and extortion, to submit to the mandates of foreign powers, to buy
over and over again, at an enormous price, what was already justly her o\vn,

to return thanks tor being wronged, and to ask pardon for being in the right.

She was at length deprived of the blessings even of this infamous and servile

repose. Her military and political institutions were swept away together.

The Medici returned, in the train of foreign invaders, from their long exile.

The policy of Machiavelli was abandoned ; and his public services were

requiteil with poverty, imprisonment, and torture.

The fallen statesman still clung to his project with unabated ardour. With
the view of vindicating it from sonic jxjpular objections, and of refuting some



46 MACHIAVELLI.

prevailing errors on the subject of military science, he wrote his seven books
on the Art of War. This excellent work is in the form of a dialogue. The
opinions of the writer are put into the mouth of Fabrizio Colonna, a powerful
nobleman of the Ecclesiastical vState, and an officer of distinguished merit in

the service of the King of Spain. Colonna visits Florence on his way from
Lombardy to his own domains. He is invited to meet some friends at tlie

house of Cosimo Rucellai, an amiable and accomplished young man, whose
early death Machiavelli feelingly deplores. After partaking of an elegant

entertainment, they retire from the heat into the most shady recesses of the

garden. Fabrizio is struck by the sight of some uncommon plants. Cosimo
says that, though rare, in modern days, they are frequently mentioned, by the

classical authors, and that his grandfather, like many other Italians, amused
himself with practising the ancient methods of gardening. Fabrizio expresses

his regret that those who, in later tirres, affected the manners of the old

Romans should select for imitation the most trifling pursuits. This leads to

a conversation on the decline of military discipline and on the best means of

restoring it. The institution of the Florentine militia is ably defended ; and
several improvements are suggested in the details.

The Swiss and the Spaniards were, at that time, regarded as the best sol-

diers in Europe. The Swiss battalion consisted of pikemen, and bore a close

resemblance to the Greek phalanx. The Spaniards, like the soldiers of Rome,
were armed with the sword and the shield. The victories of Flarnininus and
^milius over the Macedonian kings seem to prove the .superiority of the
weapons used by the legions. The same experiment had been recently tried

with the same result at the battle of Ravenna, one of those tremendous days
into which human folly and wickedness compress the whole devastation of a

famine or a plague. In that memorable conflict, the infantry of Arragon,
the old companions of Gonsalvo, deserted by all their allies, hewed a passage
through the thickest of the imperial pikes, and effected an unbroken retreat,

in the face of the gendarmerie of De Foix, and the renowaied artillery of Este.

Fabrizio, or rather Machiavelli, proposes to combine the two systems, to arm
the foremost lines with the pike for the purpose of repulsing cavalry, and
those in the rear with the sword, as being a weapon better adapted for every
other purpose. Throughout the work the author expresses the highest
admiration of the military science of the ancient Romans, and the greatest

contempt for the maxims which had been in vogue amongst the Italian com-
manders of the preceding generation. He prefers infantry to cavalry, and
fortified camps to fortified towns. He is inclined to substitute rapid move-
inents and decisive engagements for the languid and dilatory operations of
his countrymen. He attaches very little importance to the invention of
gunpowder. Indeed he seems to think that it otight scarcely to produce any
change in the mode of arming or of disposing troops. The general testimony
of historians, it must be allowed, seems to jDrove that the ill-constructed and
ill-served artillery of those times, though useful in a siege, was of little value
on the field of battle.

Of the tactics of Machiavelli we will not venture to give an opinion; but
we are certain that his book is most able and interesting. As a commentary
on the history of his times, it is invaluable. The ingenuity, the grace, and
the perspicuity of (lie style, and the eloquence and animation of particular pas-
sages, must give jjlcasure even to readers who take no interest in the subject.

Tiie Prince and the Discourses on Livy were written after the fall of the
Republican Government. The former was dedicated to the Young Lorenzo
de Medici. This circumstance seems to have disgusted the contemporaries
of the writer far more than the doctrines which have rendered the name of
the work odious in later times. It was considered as an indication of political
aposlnsy. Tlie fact however seems to have been that Machiavelli, despairing
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oflhelibcny«.f>lorencc,wasinrlinedtosiipjK)rt any government which might

]ireserve her independence. The inter\'al which se^^wrated a demrjcracy and

f. despotism, Soderini and Lorenzo, seemed to vanish when compared with

the difference l)etwecn the former and the jiresent state of Italy, between the

security, the opulen.-e, and the repose which she had enjoyed under its native

nilers, and the misery in which she had hoen plunged since the fatal year in

which the first foreign tyrant had descended from the Alps. The noble aiv!

pathetic exhortation with which The Prince concludes shows how stron;^]y

the writer felt upon this subject.

The Prince traces the prr.^rcss of an ambitious man, the Discourses the

progress of an ambitious people. The snme principles on which, in the for-

mer work, liie elevation of an individual is explained, are ap]>lied in tlie latter,

to the longer duration and more complex interest of a society. To a modern

statesman the form of the Discourses may appear to be puerile. In truth

Li\7 is not an historian on whom implicit reliance can be placed, even in cases

where he must have possessed considerable means of information. And the

first Decade, to which Machiavelli has confined himself, is scarcely entitled

to more credit than our Chronicle of British Kings who reigned before the

Roman invasion. But the commentator is indebted to Livy for little more

than a few texts which he might as easily have extracted from the Vulgate

or Decameron. The whole train of thought is original.

On the peculiar immorality which has rendered The Prince unpopular,

and which is almost etpially discernible in the Discourses, we have already

given our opinion at length. We have attempted to show that it belonged

rather to the age than to the man, that it was a partial taint, and by no means
implied general depravity. Wecannot however deny that it is a great blemish,

and that it consideralily diminishes the pleasure which, inother respects, those

works must afford to every intelligent mind.
It is, indeed, impossible to conceive a mere healthful and vigorous consti-

tution of the understanding than that which these works indicate. The quali-

ties of the active and the contemplative statesman appear to have been blended
in tlic mind of the writer into a rare and exfjuisite harmony. His skill in the

details of business had not been acquired at the expense of his general powers.
It had not rendered his mind less comprehensive : but it had seived to cor-

rect his speculations, and to impart to them that vivid and practicd character

which so wiflely distinguishes them from the vague theories of most political

philosophers.

Kvery man who has seen the world knows that nothing is so useless as a
general maxim. If it be very moral and very tnie, it may serve for a copy
to a charity-boy. If, like those of Rochefoucault, it be sparkUng and whim-
sical, it may make an excellent motto for an essay. But few indeed of the

many wise apophthegms which have been uttered, from the time of the Seven
Sages of Greece to that of Poor Richard, have prevented a single foolish action.

'>Ve give the highest and the most peculiar praise to the precepts of Machiavelli
when we say that they may frequently be of real use in regulating conduct,
not so much because they are more just or more profound than those which
might be culled from other authors, as because they can be more readily

applied to the problems of real life.

There are errors in these works. But they are errf)rs which a writer situated
like MachiaveUi could scarcely avoid. They arise, for the m -st i)arl, from
a single defect, which appears to u- to pervade his whole system. In his

political scheme, the me.ins had been more deeply considered than the ends.
The great principle, that societies and laws exi.-.t only f( r tl e purpose of in-

creasing the um of private happiness, is not rccogniM.fl with sufTicicnf clear-

ness. The goixl of the body, distinct from the good of the memljcrs, and
sometimes hardly compatible with the good of the members, seems to be the
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object which he proposes to himself. Of all political fallacies, this has per-

haps had the widest and the most mischievous operation. The state of

society in the little commonwealths of Greece, the close connection and mutual

dependence of the citizens, and the severity of the laws of ^^ar, tended to

encourage an opinion which, under such circumstances, could hardly be called

erroneous. The interests of every individual were inseparably bound up with

those of the state. An invasion destroyed his cornfields and vineyards, drove

him from his home, and compelled him to encounter all the hardships of a

military life. A treaty of peace restored him to security and comfort. A
victory douiiled the number of his slaves. A defeat perhaps made him a slave

himself. When Pericles, in the Peloponnesian war, told the Athenians, that,

if their country triumphed, their private losses would speedily be repaired, but

that, if their arms failed of success, every individual amongst them would pro-

bably be ruined, he spoke no more than the tmth. He spoke to men whom the

tribute of vanquished cities supplied with food and clothing, with the luxury

of the bath and the amusements of the theatre, on whom the greatness of their

country conferred rank, and before whom the members of less prosperous

communities trembled ; to men who, in case of a change in the public fortunes,

would, at least, be deprived of every comfort and every distinction which they

enjoyed. To be butchered on the smoking ruins of their city, to be dragged

in chains to a slave-market, to see one child torn from them to dig in the

quarries of Sicily, and another to guard the harams of Persepolis, these were

the frequent and probable consequences of national calamities. Hence, among
tiie Greeks, patriotism became a governing principle, or rather an ungovern-

able passion. Their legislators and their philosophers took it for granted thai,

\' in providing for the strength and greatness of the state, they sufficiently pro-

vided' for the happiness of the people. The writers of the Roman empire

lived under despots, into whose dominion a hundred nations were melted

down, and whose gardens would have covered the little commonwealths ol

Phlius and Plata^a. Yet they continued to employ the same language, and

to cant about the duty of sacrificing every thing to a country to which th^
owed nothing.

Causes similar to those which had influenced the disposition of the Greeks

operated powerfully on the less vigorous and daring character of the Italians.

The Italians, like the Greeks, were members of small communities. Every
man was deeply interested in the welfare of the society to which he belonged,

a partaker in its wealth and its poverty, in its glory and its shame. In the

age of Machiavelli this was peculiarly the case. Public events had produced

an immense sum of misery to private citizens. The Northern invaders had

brought want to their boards, infamy to their beds, fire to their roofs, and
the knife to their throats. It was natural that a man who lived in times like

these should overrate the importance of those measures by which a nation is

rendered fomiidable to its neighbours, and undervalue those which make it

jirosperous within itself.

Nothing is more remarkable in the political treatises of Machiavelli than

the faimess of mind which they indicate. It appears where the author is in

the wrong, almost as strongly as where he is in the right. He never advances

a false opinion because it is new or splendid, because he can clothe it in a

happy phrase, or defend it by an ingenious sophism. His errors are at once

explained by a reference to the circumstances in which he was placed. They
evidently were not sought out ; they lay in his way, and could scarcely be

avoided. Such mistakes must necessarily be committed by early speculators

in every science.

In this respect it is amusing to compare The Prince and the Discourses

with the Spirit of Laws. Montesquieu enjoys, perhaps, a wider celebrity

than any political writer of modem Euro;ie^ Something he doubtless owes
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to his merit, but much more to his fortune. He had the good luck of a

Valentine. He caught the eye of the hrencli nation, at the moment when
it was waking from the long sleep of political and religious hig()try ; and, in

consequence, he became a favourite. The English, at that time, considered

a Frenchman who talked about constitutional checks and fundamental laws

as a prodigy not less astonishing than the learned pig or the musical infant.

Specious but shallow, studious of effect, indifferent to truth, eager to build

". system, but careless of collecting those materials out of which alone a sound

and durable system can be built, the lively President constnicted theories as

rapidly and as slightly as card-houses, no sooner projected than completed,

no sooner completeil than blown away, no sooner blown away than forgotten.

Machiavelli errs only becau^,e Ins experience, acquired in a very peculiar state

of society, could not always enable liim to calculate the effect of institutions

differing from those of which he had observed the operation. Montesquieu

errs, because he has a fine thing to say, and is resolved to say it. If the pl)a.n-

omena which lie before him will not suit his puq:)ose, all history must be ran-

sacked. Itnothiiig established byauihentic testimonycan be racked or chipped

to suit his I'rocrustean hypothesis, he puts up with some monstrous fable about

.Siam, or Bantam, or Japan, told by writers compared with whom Lucian am.

Clulliver were veracious, liars by a double right, as travellers and as Jesuits.

Propriety of thought, and propriety of diction, are commonly found together.

CJbscurity and affectation are the two greatest faults of style. Obscurity of

expression generally springs from confusion of ideas ; and the .same wish to

dazzle at any cost which produces affectation in the manner of a writer, is

likely to produce sophistry in his reasonings. The judicious and candid mind
of Machiavelli shows itself in his luminous, manly, and polished language.

The style of Montesquieu, on the other hand, indicates in every page a lively

and ingenious, but an unsound mind. Every trick of expression, from the

mysterious conciseness of an onacle to the flippancy of a Parisian coxcomb, is

employed to disguise the fallacy of some positions, and the triteness of others.

Absurdities are brightened into epigrams ; truisms are darkened into enigitixs.

It is with difficulty that the strongest eye can sustain the glare with which so:i»e

parts are illuminated, or penetrate the shade in which others are concealed.

The political works of Machiavelli derive a peculiar interest from the

mournful earnestness which he manifests whenever he touches on topics con-

nected with the calamities of his native land. It is difficult to conceive any
situation more painful than that of a great man, condemned to watch the

lingering agony of an exhausted country, to tend it during the alternate tits of

stupefaction and raving which precede its dissolution, and to see the symp-
toms of vitality disappear one by one, till nothing is left but coldness, dark-

ness, and corruption. To this joyless and thankless duty was Machiavelli

called. In the energetic language of the prophet, he was " mad for the sight

of his eyes which he saw," disunion in the council, effeminacy in the camp,^
liberty extinguished, commerce decaying, national honour sullied, an en- '

lightened and flourishing people given over to the ferocity of ignorant savages.

Though his opinions had not escaped the contagion of that political immor-
ality which was common among his countr%men, his natural disposition seems
to have been rather stem and impetuous than pliant and arttul. When tlK*

misery and degradation of Florence and the foul outrage which he had him-

self sustained recur to his mind, the smooth craft of his profession and his

nation is exchanged for the honest bitterness of scorn and anger. He spcak«

like or.e sick of the calamitous times and abject people among whom his lot

is cast. He pines for the strength and glory of ancient Kome, for the fasces

of Brutus and the sword of Scipio, the gravity of the curule chair, and the

bloody pomp of the triumphal sacrifice. He seems to be transported back
Vo the days when eight hundred thousand Italian warriors sprung to arms at
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the rumour of a Gallic invasion. He breathes all the spirit of those intrepid
and haughty senators who forgot the dearest ties of nature in the claims of
puMic duty, who looked with disdain on the elephants and on the gold of
Pyrrhus, and listened with unaltered composure to the tremendous tidings of
(.annae. Like an ancient temi)le deformed by the barbarous architecture of
a later age, his character acquires an interest from the very circumstances
which debase it. The original proportions are rendered more striking by the
contrast which they present to the mean and incongruous additions.
The influence of the sentiments which we have described was not appar-

ent in his writings alone. His enthusiasm, barred from the career which it

would have selected for itself, seems to have found a vent in desperate levity.
He enjoyed a vindictive pleasure in outraging the opinions of a society which
he despised. He became careless of the decencies which were expected
from a man so highly distinguished in the literary and political world. The
sarcastic bitterness of his conversation disgusted those who were more in-
clined to accuse his licentiousness than their own degeneracy, and who were
unable to conceive the strength of those emotions which are concealed by
the jests of the wretched, and by the follies of the wise

The historical works of Machiavelli still remain to be considered. The
life of Casti-uccio Castracani will occupy us for a very short time, and would
scarcely have demanded our notice, had it not attracted a much greater
share of public attention than it deserves. Few books, indeed, could be more
interesting than a careful and judicious account, from such a pen, of the
illustrious Prince of I.ucca, the most eminent of those Italian chiefs, who.
like Pisistratus and Gelon, acquired a power felt rather than seen, and rest-
ing, not on law or on prescription, but on the public favour and on their
great personal qualities. Such a work would exhibit to us the real nature
of that species of sovereignty, so singular and so often misunderstood, which
the Greeks denominated tyranny, and which, modified in some degree by the
feudal system, reappeared in the commonwealths of Lombardyand Tuscany.
But this little composition of Machiavelli is in no sense a history. It has no
pretensions to fidelity. It is a trifle, and not a very successful trifle. It is
scarcely more authentic than the novel of Belphegor, and is very much duller.
The last great work of this illustrious man was the history of his native

city. It was written by command of the Pope, who, as chief of the house
of Medici, was at that time sovereign of Florence. The characters of Cosmo,
of Piero, and of Lorenzo, are, however, treated with a freedom and impar-
tiality equally honourable to the writer and to the patron. The miseries and
humiliations of dependence, the bread which is more bitter than every other
food, the stairs which are more painful than every other ascent, had not
broken the spirit of Machiavelli. The most cornipting post in a conaipting
profession had not depraved the generous heart of Clement.
The History does not appear to be the fruit of much industry or research.

It is unquestionably inaccurate. But it is elegant, lively, and picturesque,
beyond any other in the Italian language. The reader, we believe, carries
away from it a more vivid and a more faithful impression of the national
character and manners than from more correct accounts. The tnith is, that
the book belongs rather to ancient than to modern literature. It is in the
style, not of Davila and Clarendon, but of Herodotus and Tacitus. The
classical histories may almost be called romances founded in fact. The rela-
tion IS, no doubt, in all its principal points, strictly true. But the numerous
little incidents which heighten the interest, the words, the gestures, the looks,
are evidently furnislied by the imagination of the author. The fashion
of later times is different. A more exact narrative is given by the writer.
It may be doubted whether more exact notions are conveyed to the reader.
The best portraits are perhaps those in which there is a slight mixture of
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caricature ; and we are not certain that tlie best histories are not those ir

which a httle of the exaggeration of fictitious narrative is judiciously employed.
^ unethiiig is lost in accuracy; but much is gained in eftect. •

'I lie l«inter

lies are neglected ; but the great characteristic features are imprinted on
[ le mind for ever.

The History terminates with the death of Lorenzo de' Medici. Machia-
velli had, it seems, intended to continue his narrative to a laterperiod. Hut
his death prevented the execution of his design ; and the melancholy task of

recording the desolation and shame of Italy devolved on duicciardini.
MachiavcUi lived long enough to see the commencement of the last stinggle

for Florentine liberty. Soon after his death monarchy was finally estab-
lished, not such a monarchy as that of which Cosmo had laid the founda-
tions deep in the institutions and feelings of his countrymen, and which
Lorenzo had embellished with the trophies of every science and every art

;

but a loathsome tyranny, proud and mean, cruel and feeble, bigoted and
lascivious. The character of Machiavelli was hateful to the new masters of
Italy ; and those parts of his theory which were in strict accordance with
their own daily practice aflbrded a pretext for blackening his memory. His
works were misrepresented by the learned, misconstrued by the ignorant,
censured by the Church, abused with all the rancour of simulated virtue, by
the tools of a base government, and the prie-.is of a baser .superstition. The
name of the man whose genius had illuminated all the dark places of policy,
and to whose patriotic wisdom an oppressed people had owed their last

chance of emancipation and revenge, passed into a proverb of infamy. For
more than two hundred years his bones lay undistinguished. At length
an English nobleman paid the last honours to the greatest statesman .

•

Florence. In the Church of Santa Croce a monument was erected to lii.i

•ncmory, which is contemplated with reverence by all who can distinguish the
virtues of a great mind through the corruptions of a degenerate age, and
which will be approached with still deeper homage when the object to which
his public life was devoted shall be attained, when the foreign yoke shall be
broken, when a second Procida shall avenge the wrongs of Naples, when a
happier Rienzi shall restore the good estate of Rome, when the streets of
Florence and Bologna shall again resound with their ancient war-cry,
Popolo ; popolo ; niuoiano i tirantii '

HALLAM. (September, 1828.)

The CoHStitutiotial History of Engln.Kd,froni the Accession ofHenry VIJ. to the

Death »/George 11 . By He.vpv Hallam. In 2 vols 1827.

History, at least in its state of ideal peifection, is a compound of poetry

and philosophy. It impresses general truths on the mind by a vivid repre-

sentation of particular characters and incidents. But, in fact, the two hos-

tile elements of which it consists have never been known to form a perfect

amalgamation ; and, at length, in our own time, they have been completely

and professedly separated. Good histories, in the proper sense of the word,

we have not. But we have good historical romances, and good historical

essays. The imagination and the reason, if we ma\ use a legal metaphor,

have made partition of a province (jf literature of which they were for-

merly seised per my ft per tout ; and now they hold their respective portions

in severalty, instead of holding the whole in conunon.
To make the past present, to bring the distant near, to place us in the

society of a great man or on the eminence which overlooks the field of a

mighty battle, to invest with the reality of human flesh and blood beings

whom we are too much inclined to consider as personified qualities in an
Ileyory, to call up our ancestors before us with all their peculiarities of ian-
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giiage, manners, and garb, to show us over their houses, to seat us at their

tables, to rummage their old-fashioned wardrobes, to explain the uses of

their ponderous furniture, these parts of the duty which properly belongs to

the historian have been appropriated by the historical novelist. On the

other hand, to extract the philosophy of history, to direct our judgment of

events and men, to trace the connection of causes and effects, and to draw

from the occurrences of former times general lessons of moral and political

wisdom, has become the business of a distinct class of writers.

Of the two kinds of composition into which history has been thus divided:

the one may be compared to a map, the other to a painted landscape. The

picture, though it j-)laces the country before us, does not enable us to ascer-

tain with accuracy the dimensions, the distances, and the angles. The map
is not a work of imitative art. It presents no scene to the imagination ; but

it gives lis exact information as to the bearings of the various points, and is

a more useful companion to the traveller or the general than the painted,,

landscape could be, though it were the grandest that ever Rosa peopled

with outlaws, or the sweetest over which Claude ever poured the mellow

effulgence of a setting sun.

It is remarkable that the practice ofseparating the two ingredients of which

history is composed has become prevalent on the Continent as well as in this

country. Italy has already produced a historical novel, of high merit and of

still higher promise. In France, the practice has been carried to a length

-•onaf'n'hat whimsical. M. .'lismondi publishes n qravc and stately history of

the Merovingian Kings, very valuable, and a little tedious. He then sends
lorth as a companion to it a novel, in which he attempts to give a hveiy re-

presentation of characters and manners. This course, as it seems to us, has

all the disadvantages of a division of labou/, and none of its advantages.

We understand the expediency of keeping the functions of cook and coach-

man distinct. The dinner will be better dressed, and the horses better

managed. But where the two situations are united, as in the Maitre Jacques
of Moliere, we do not see that the matter is much mended by the solemn fomi
with which the pluralist passes from one of his employments to the other.

We manage these things better in England. Sir Walter Scott gives us a

novel ; Mr Hallam a critical and argumentative history. Both are occupied
with the same matter. But the former looks at it with the eye of a sculptor.

His intention is to give an express and lively image of its external form. The
latter is an anatomist. His task is to dissect the subject to its inmost recesses,

and to lay bare before us all the springs of motion and all the causes of decay.

Mr Hallam is, on the whole, far belter qualified than any other writer of

our time for the office which he has undertaken. He has great industry and
great acuteness. His knowledge is extensive, various, and profound. His
mind is equally distinguislied by the amplitude of its grasp, and by the deli-

cacy of its tact. His speculations have none of that vagueness which is the
comni. n fault of political philosophy. On the contrary, they are strikingly

practical, and teach us not only the general rule, but the mode of applying

it to solve particular cases. In this respect they often remind us of the Dis-

courses of Machiavelli.

The style is sometimes open to the charge of harshness. We have also

here and there remarked a little of that unpleasant trick, which Gibbon
brought into fashion, the trick, we mean, of telling a story by implication

and allusion. Mr Hallam, however, has an excuse which Gibbon had not.

His work is designed for readers who are already acquainted with the ordin-

ary books on English history, and who can therefore unriddle these little

enigmas without difficulty. The manner of the book is, on the whole, not

unworthy of the matter. The language, even where most faulty, is weighty

and massive, and indicates struny bcnse in every line. It often rises to ao
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eloquence, not florid or impassioned, but high, grave, and sober ; such aa

would become a state paper, or a judgment delivered by a great magistrate,

a Somers or a D'Aguesseau.

In this respect the character of Mr Hallam's mind corresponds strikingly

with tliat of his style. His work is eminently judicial. Its whole spirit is

that of the bench, not that of the bar. He sums up with a calm, steady

impartiality, turning neither to the right nor to the left, glossing over nothing,

exaggerating nothing, while the advocates on both sides are alternately biting

their lips to hear their conflicting misstatements and sophisms exposed. On
a general survey, we do not scruple to pronounce the Constitutional History

the most impartial book that we ever read. We think it tlie more incumbent

on us to bear this testimony strongly at first setting out, because, in the course

of our remarks, we shall think it right to dwell principally on those parts of

it from which we dissent.

There is one peculiarity about Mr Hallam which, while it adds to the

value of his writings, will, we fear, take away something from their popu-

larity. He is less of a worshipper than any historian whom we can call to

mind. Every political sect has its esoteric and its exoteric school, its abstract

doctrines for the initiated, its visible symbols, its imposing forms, its mytho-

logical fables for the vulgar. It a.ssists the devotion of those who are unable

to raise themselves to the contemplation of pure trath by all the devices of

I'agan or Papal superstition. It has its altars and its deified heroes, its relics

and pilgrimages, its canonized martyrs and confessors, its festivals and its

legendary miracles. Our pious ancestors, we are told, deserted the High
.\ltar of Canterbur)', to lay all their oblations on the .shrine of St Thomas.

In the same manner the great and comfortable doctrines of the Toiy creed,

those particularly which relate to restrictions on worship and on trade, are

adored by squires and rectors in Pitt Clubs, under the name of a minister who
was as bad a representative of the system which has been christened after

him as Becket of the spirit of the Gospel. On the other hand, the cause for

which Hampden bled on the field and Sydney on the scaff^old is enthusias-

tically toasted by many an honest radical who would be puzzled to explain

the difference between Ship-money and the Habeas Corjjus Act. It may
l>e added that, as in religion, so in politics, few even of those who are en-

lightened enough to comprehend the meaning latent under the emblems of

their faith can resist the contagion of the popular sujierstition. Often, when
they flatter themselves that they are merely feigning a comjiliance with

the prejudices of the vulgar, they are themselves under the influence of

those very prejudices. It probably was not altogether on grounds of expe-

diency that Socrates taught his followers to honour the guds whom the state

honoured, and l>equeathed a cock to Esculapius with his dying bream. So
there is often a portion of willing credulity and enthusiasm in the veneration

which the most discerning men pay to their political idols. From the very

nature of man it must be so. The faculty by which we inseparably a.sso-

ciate ideas which have often lieen jiresented to us in conjunction is not under

the absolute control of the will. It may be quickened into morbid activity.

It may be reasoned into sluggishness. But in a certain degree it will alway-

exist. The almost absolute mastery which Mr Hallam has obtained over

feelings of this class is perfectly astonishing to us, and will, vc believe, be

not only xstonishing but ofl'ensive to many of his readers. It must particu-

larly disgu.st those people who, in their speculations on politics, are not rea-

soners but fanciers ; whose opinions, even when sincere, are not produced,

according to the ordinary' law of intellectual births, by induction or inference,

but are equivocally generated by the heat of fer\id tempers out of the over-

flowing of tumid imaginations. A man of this class is always in extremes.

He cannot be a friend to Uberly without calling for a community of goods,
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or a friend to order without taking under his protection the foulest excesses

of tyranny. His admiration oscillates between the most woriiiless of rebels

and the most worthless of oppressors, between Marten, the disgrace of the

High Court of Justice, and Laud, the disgrace of the Star Chamber. He
can fo'.give anything but temperance and impartiality. He has a certain

sympathy with the violence of his opponents, as well as with that of his as-

sociates. In every lurious partisan he sees either his present self or his for-

mer self, the pensioner that is, or the Jacobin that has been. But he is

unable to comprehend a writer who, steadily attached to principles, is indif-

ferent about names and badges, and who judges of characters with equable
severity, not altogether untinclured with cynicism, but free from the slight-

est touch of passion, party spirit, or caprice.

We should probably like Mr. Hallam's book more if, instead of pointing

out with strict fidelity the bright points and the dark spots of both parties,

he had exerted himself to whitewash the one and to blacken the other. Eut
we should certainly prize it far less. Eulogy and invective may be had for

the asking. But for cold rigid justice, the one weight and the one measure,

we know not where else we can look.

No portion of our annals has been more perplexed and misrepresented by
writers of different parties than the history of the Reformation. In this laby-

rinth of falsehood and sophistry, the guidance of Mr. Hallam is peculiarly

valuable. It is impossible not to admire the even-handed justice with which
he deals out castigation to right and left on the rival persecutors.

It is vehemently maintained by some writers of the present day that Eliza-

beth persecuted neither Papists nor Puritans as such, and that the severe

measures which she occasionally adopted were dictated, not by religious in-

tolerance, but l)y political necessity. Even the excellent account of those

times which Mr. Hallam has given has not altogether imposed silence on the

authors of this fallacy. The title of the Queen, they say, was annulled by
the Pope ; her throne was given to another ; her subjects were incited to

rebellion ; her life was menaced ; every Catholic was bound in conscience

to be a traitor ; it was therefore against traitors, not against Catholics, that

the penal laws were enacted.

In order that our readers may be fully competent to appreciate the meritsof
this defence, we will state, as concisely as possible, the substance of .some of

these laws.

As soon as Elizabeth ascended the throne, and before the least hostility to

her government had been shown by the Catholic population, an act passed

prohibiting the celebration of the rites of the Romish Church, on pain of

forfeiture for the first offence, of a year's imprisonment for the second, and
of perpetual imprisonment for the third.

A law was next made in 1562, enacting that all who had ever graduated
at the Universities or received holy orders, all lawyers, and all magistrates,

should take the oath of supremacy when tendered to them, on pain of for-

feiture and imprisonment during the royal pleasure. After the lapse of three

months, the oath might again be tendered to tljem ; and, if it were again

refused, the recusant was guilty of high treason. A prospective law, how-
ever severe, framed to exclude Catholics from the liberal professions, would
have been mercy itself compared with this odious act. It is a retrospective

statute ; it is a retrospective jjenal statute ; it is a retrf)spective penal statute

against a large class. We will not positively affirm that a law of this de-
scription must always, and under all circumstances, be unjustifiable. But
the presumption against it is most violent; nor do we remember any crisis,

either in our own history, or in the history ofany other country, which would
have rendered such a provision necessary. In the i)resent case, what circum-
stances called.for extraordinary rigour ? There might be disaffection among
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the Catholics. The prohiMlion of their worship would naturally pro<luce it.

Kut it is from their situation, not from their conduct, from the wrongs which
they had suffered, not from those which they had committed, that the exist-

ence of discontent among them must be inferred. There were liliel.s, no doubt,

and prophecies, and rumours, and suspicions, strange grounds for a law in.

tlicting capital penalties, ex post facto, on a large body of men.
Eight years later, the bull of Pius deposihg Elizabeth produced a third

law. 'ITiis law, to w hich alone, as we conceive, the defence now under oui

consideration can ap|)ly, provides that, if any Catholic shall convert a Pro-

testant to the Komish Church, they shall both suffer death as for high treason.

We believe that we might safely content ourselves with stating the fact,

and leaving it to the judgment of every plain Englishman. Recent contro-

versies have, however, given so much importance to this subject, that we
will offer a few remarks on it.

In the first place, the arguments which are urged in favour of Elizabeth

apply with much greater force to the case of her sister Mary. The Catho-
lics did not, at the time of Elizabeth's accession, rise in arms to seat a Pre-

tender on her throne. But before Mary had given, or could give, provocation,

the most distinguished Protestants attempteil to set aside her rights in favour

of the Lady Jane. That attempt, and the subsequent insurrection of Wyatt,
furnished at least as good a plea for the burning of Protestants, as the con-

spiracies against Elizabeth furnish for the hanging and embowelling of Papists.

The fact is that both pleas are worthless alike. If such arguments are to

pass current, it will be easy to prove that there was never such a thing as

religious persecution since the creation. For there never was a religious

persecution in which some odious crime was not, justly or unjustly, said to

be obviously deducible from the doctrines of the persecuted party. We
might say that the Caesars did not persecute the Christians ; that they only
punished men who were charged, rightly or wrongly, with burning Rome,
and witti committing the foulest abominations in secret assemblies ; and that

the refusal to throw frankincense on the altar of Jupiter was not the crime,

but only evidence of the crime. We might say that the massacre of St Bar-

tholomew was intended to extirpate, not a religious sect, but a political

party. For, beyond all doubt, the proceedings of the Pluguenols, from the

conspiracy of Amboise to the battle of Moiiconiour, had given much more
trouble to tht French monarchy than the Catholics have ever given to the Eng-
lish monarchy since the Reformation ; and that too with much less excuse.

The true distinction is perfectly obvious. To punish a man because he
has committed a crime, cr because he is believed, though unjustly, to have
committed a crime, is not persecution. To punish a man, because we infer

from the nature of some doctrine which he holds, or from the conduct of

other persons who hold the same doctrines with him, that he will commit a
crime, is persecution, and is, in every case, foolish and wicked.

When Elizabeth put Ballard and Babington to death, she was not perse-

cuting. Nor should we have accused her government of persecution for

passing any law, however severe, against overt acts of sedition. But to

argue that, because a man is a Catholic, he must think it right to murder a

heretical sovereign, and that because he thinks it right He will attempt to do
it, and then, to found on this conclusion a law for punishing him as if he
bad done it, is plain persecution.

If, indeed, all men reas<jned in the same manner on the same data, and
always did what they thought it their duty to do, this mode of dispensing

punishment might be extremely judicious. But as people who agree about
premises often disagree about conclusions, and as no man in the world acts

up to his own standard of right, mere are two enormous gy>s in the logic

Mj which alone penalties for opinions can t>e defended. The doctrine of
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reprobation, in the judgment of many veiy able men, follows by syllogistic

necessity from the doctrine of election. Others conceive that the Antinomian
heresy directly follows from the doctrine of reprobation ; and it is very
generally thought that licentiousness and cruelty of the worst description are

likely to be the fniits, as they often have been the fruits, of Antinomian
opinions. This chain of reasoning, we think, is as perfect in all its parts as

that which makes out a Papist to be necessarily a traitor. Yet it would be
rather a strong measure to hang all the Calvinists, on the giound that, if

they were spared, they would infallibly commit all the atrocities of Matthias
and Knipperdoling. For, reason the matter as we may, experience shows
us that a man may believe in election without believing in reprobation, that

he may believe in reprobation without being an Antinomian, and that he

may be an Antinomian without being a bad citizen. Man, in short, is so

inconsistent a creature that it is imjiossible to reason from his belief to his

conduct, or from one part of his belief to another.

We do not believe that every Englishman who was reconciled to the Ca-
tholic Church would, as a necessary consequence, have thought himself jus-

tified in deposing or assassinating Elizabeth. It is not sufficient to say that

the convert must have acknowledged the authority of the Pope, and that the

Pope had issued a bull against the Queen. We know through what strange

loopholes the human mind contrives to escape, when it wishes to avoid a dis-

agreeable inference from an admitted proposition. We know how long the

Jansenists contrived to believe the Pope infallible in matters of doctrine, anci

at the same time to believe doctrines which he pronounced to be heretical.

Let it pass, however, that every Catholic in the kingdom thought that liliza-

beth might be lawfully murdered. Still the old maxim, that what is the

business of everybody is the business of nobody, is particularly likely to hold

good in a case in which a cruel death is the almost inevitable consequence
of making any attempt.

Of the ten thousand clergymen of the Church of England, there is scarcely

one who would not say that a man who should leave his country and friends

to preach the Gospel among savages, and who should, after labouring inde-

fatigably without any hope of reward, terminate his life by martyrdom, would
deserve the warmest admiration. Yet we doubt whether ten of the ten thou-

sand ever thought of going on such an expedition. Why should we suppose

that conscientious motives, feeble as they are constantly found to be in a

good cause, should be omnipotent for evil ? Doubtless there was many a jolly

Popish priest in the old manor-houses of the northern counties, who would
have admitted, in theory, the deposing power of the Pope, but who would
not have been ambitious to be stretched on the rack, even though it were to

be used, according to the benevolent proviso of Lord Burleigh, "as charit-

ably as such a thing can be," or to l)e hanged, drawn, and tjuartered, even
though, by that rare indulgence which the Queen, of her special grace, cer-

tain knowledge, and mere motion, sometimes extended to very mitigated

cases, lie were allowed a fair time to choke before the hangman began to

grabble in his entrails.

But the laws passed against the Puritans had not even the wretched excuse

which we have been considering. In this case, the cruelty was equal, the

danger infinitely less. In fact, the danger was created solely by the cruelty.

But it is superfluous to press the argument. By no artifice of ingenuity can

the stigma of persecution, the worst blemish of the English Church, be effaced

or patched over. Her doctrines, we well know, do not tend to intolerance.

She admits the possibility of salvation out of her own pale. But this circum-

stance, in itself honourable to her, aggravates the sin and the shame of those

who persecuted in her name. Dominic and De Montfort did not, at least,

murder and torture for differences of opinion which they considered as trifling.
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was to stop an infection which, xs they believed, hurried to certain penli-

n ever^' soul whicii it seizeti, that they employed their fire and steel. The
•osures of the Kn'jlish government with respect to the Papists and Puritans

; rang from a widely different princijile. If those who deny that the founders
the Church wereguilty of relij;ious persecution mean only that the founders

the Church were not influenceti by any religious motive, we perfectly agree

ih them. Neither the penal code of Klizal)eth, nor the more hateful system
which Charles the Second attempted to force Kpiscopacy on the Scotch,

,d an origin so noble. The cause is to be sought in some circumstances which
,^ende<l the Reformation in England, circumstances of which the effects long
ntinued to be felt, and may in some degree be traced even at the present day.

In Germany, m France, in Switzerland, and in Scotland, the contest

against the Papal power was essentially a religious contest. In all those

countries, indeed, the cause of the Reformation, like every other great cause,

attracted to itself many supporters influenced by no conscientious principle,

many who quitted the Established Church only because they thought her in

danger, many who were weary of her restraints, and many who were greedy

for her spods. But it was not by these adherents that the separation was
there conducted. They were welcome auxiliaries ; their support was too often

purchased by unworthy compliances ; but, however e.xalted in rank or power,
they were not the leaders in the enterprise. Men of a widely different de-

scription, men who redeemed great mfirmities and errors by sincerity, dis-

interestedness, energy, and courage, men who, with many of the vices of

rtvolutionar)' chiefs and of polemic divines, united some of the highest quali-

ties of a|X)sties, were the real directors. They might be violent in innovation

and scurrilous in controversy. They might sometimes act with inexcusable
severity towards opponents, and sometimes connive disreputably at the vices

of powerful allies. But fear was not in them, nor hypocrisy, nor avarice,

nor any petty selfishness. Their one great object was the demolition of the

idols and the purification of the sanctuar)'. If they were too nidulgent to the

failings of eminent men from whose patronage they expected advantage to the

Church, they never flinched before persecuting tyrants and hostile armies.

For that theological system to which they sacrificed the lives of others with-

out scruple, they were ready to throw away their own lives without fear.

Such were the authors of the great schism on the Continent and in the nor-

thern part of this island. The Elector of Saxony and the Landgrave of Hesse,
the Prince of Conde and the King of Navarre, the Earl of Moray and the

Earl of Morton, might espouse the Protestant opinions, or might pretend to

espouse them ; but it was from Luther, from Calvin, from Knox, that the

Reformation took its character.

England has no such names to show ; not that she wanted men of sincere

piety, of deep learning, of steady and adventurous courage. But these were
thrown into the back ground. Elsewhere men of this character were the

principals. Here they acted a secondary part. Elsewhere worldliness was
the tool of zeal. Here zeal was the tool of worldliness. A King, whose char-

acter may be best described by saying that he was despotism itself personified,

unprincipled ministers, a rapacious aristocracy, a servile Parliament, such
were the instruments by which Englanrl was delivered from the yoke of Rome.
The work which had been begun by Henry, the murderer of his wives, was
continued by Somerset, the murderer of his brother, and completed by Eliza-

beth, the murderer of her guest. Sprung from brutal pxssion, nurtured by
selfish policy, the Reformation in England displayed little of what had, in

other countries, distinguished it, unflinching and unsparing devotion, boldness
of speech, and singleness of eye. These were indeed to be found ; but it was
in the lower ranks of the party which ojiposed the azithority of Rome, in such
men as Hooper. Latimer, Rogers, and laylor. Oi tho^c who had any iin-
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portant share in bringing the Reformation about, Ridley was perhaps the only

person who did not consider it as a mere political job. Even Ridley did not

play a very prominent part. Among the statesmen and prelates who princi-

pally gave the tone to the religious changes, there is one, and one only, whose
conduct partiality itself can attrilDule to any other than interested motives.

It is not strange, therefore, that his character should have been the subject

of fierce controversy. We need not say that we speak of Cranmer.

Mr Hallam has been severely censured for saying, with his usual placid

severity, that, "ifwe weigh the character of this prelate in an equal balance,

he will appear far indeed removed from the turpitude imputed to him by his

enemies
;
yet not entitled to any extraordinary veneration." We will venture

to expand the sense of Mr Hallam, and to comment on it thus :— If we con-

sider Cranmer merely as a statesman, he will not appear a much worse man
than Wolsey, Gardiner, Cromwell, or Somerset. But, when an attempt is

made to set him up as a saint, it is scarcely possible for any man of sense who
knows the history of the times to presers'e his gravity. If the memory of the

archbishop had been left to find its own place, he would have .soon been lost

among the crowd which is mingled
" A quel cattivo coro

Degli angeli, che non furon ribelli,

Ne fur fedeli a Dio, ma per se foro."

And the only notice which it would have been necessary to take of his name
would have been

" Non ragioniam di lui ; ma guarda, e passa."

But, since his admirers challenge for him a place in the noble army of mar-

tyrs, his claims require fuller discussion.

The .origin of his greatness, common enough in the scandalous chronicles

of courts, seems strangely out of place in a hagiology. Cranmer rose into

favour by serving Henry in the disgraceful affair of his first divorce. He pro-

moted the marriage of Anne Boleyn with the King. On a frivolous pretence

he pronounced that marriage null and void. On a pretence, if possible, still

more frivolous, he dissolved the ties which bound the shameless tyrant to

Anne of Cleves. He attached himself to Cromwell while the fortunes of

Cromwell flourished. He voted for cutting off Cromwell's head without a

trial, when the tide of royal favour turned. He conformed backwards and

forwards as the King changed his mind. He assisted, while Henry lived, in

condemning to the flames those who denied the doctrine of transubstantiation.

He found out, as soon as Heniy was dead, that the doctrine was false. He
was, however, not at a loss for people to bum. The authority of his station

and of his grey hairs was employed to overcome the disgust with which an

intelligent and virtuous child regarded persecution. Intolerance is always

bad. But the sanguinary intolerance of a man who thus wavered in his creed

excites a loathing, to which it is difficult to give vent without calling foul

names. Equally false to political and to religious obligations, the primate

was first the tool of Somerset, and then the tool of Northumberland. When
the Protector wished to put his own brother to death, without even the sem-

blance of a trial, he found a ready instrument in Cranmer. In spite of the

canon law, which forbade a churchman to take any part in matters of blood,

the archbishop signed the warrant for the atrocious sentence. When Somerset

had been in his turn destroyed, his destroyer received the support of Cranmer
in a wicked attempt to change the course of the succession.

The apology made for him by his admirers only renders his conduct more
contemptible. He complied, it is said, against his better judgment, because

he could not resist the entreaties of Edward. A holy prelate of sixty, one

would think, might be better employed by the bedside of a dying child, than

in committing crimes at the request of the young disciple. If Cranmer had

shown half as much firmness when Edward requested him to commit treason



HALLAM'H CONSTITUTION'AL HISTORY. 59

as he had befoie sliownwhen Edward reijuested him not lo commit murder,

he might have saved the country from one of tlie greatest misfortunes that it

ever undenvent. He became, from whatever motive, the accomplice of the

worthless Dudley. The virtuous scruples of another young and amiable mind
were to be overcome. As Edward had been forced into persecution, Jane
was to be seduced into treason. No transaction in our annals is more unjus-

tifiable than this. If a heietiitary title were to be respected, Mary jiossessed

it. If a parliamentary title were preferable, Mary possessed that also. If

the interest of the Protestant religion required a departure from the ordinary

rule of succession, that interest w ould have been l>est served by raising Eliza-

beth to the throne. If the foreign relations of the kingdom were considered,

still stronger reasons might be found for preferring Elizabeth to Jane. Inhere

was great tloubt whether Jane or tha Queen of Scotland had the belter claim;

and that doubt would, m all probability, have produced a war both with Scot-

land and with Erance, if the project of Northumberland had not been blasted

in its infancy. That Elizabeth had a better claim than the Queen of Scotland

was indisputable. To the part which Cranmcr, and unfortunately some
better men than Cramner, took in this most reprehensible scheme, much of

the severity with whidi the Protestants were afterwards treated must in fair-

ness be ascribed.

The plot failed ; Popery triumphed ; and Cranmer recanted. Most people
look on his recantation as a single blemish on an honourable life, the frailty

of an unguarded moment. But, m fact, his recantation was in strict accord-

ance with the system on which he had constantly acted. It was part of a

regidar habit. It was not the first recantation that he had made ; and, in all

probability, if it had answered its puq)ose, it would not have been the last.

We do not blame him for not choosing to be burned alive. It is no very
severe reproach to any person that he does not possess heroic fortitude. But
surely a man who liked the fire so little should have had some sympathy for

others. A persecutor who inflicts nothing which he is not ready to endure
deserves some respect. But when a man who loves his doctrines more than
the lives of his neighbours loves his own little finger better than his doctrines,

a very simple argument a fortiori will enable us to estimate the amount oi

his benevolence.

But his martyrdom, it is said, redeemed every thing. It is extraordinary
that so much ignorance should exi.st on this subject. The fact is that, if a

martyr be a man who chooses to die rather than to renounce his opinions,

Cranmer was no more a martyr than Dr Dodd. He died solely because he
could not help it. He never retracted his recantation till he found he had
made it in vain. The Queen was fully resolved that, Catholic or Protestant,

he should bum. Then he spoke out, as people generally speak out when
they are at the point of death and have nothing to hope or to fear on earth.

If Mar)' had suffered him to live, we suspect that he would have heard mass
and received absolution, like a good Catholic, till the accession of Elizal)eth,

and that he would then have purchased, by another apostasy, the power ol

burning men better and braver than himself.

We do not mean, however, to represent him as a monster of wickedness.
He was not wantonly cruel or treaclierous. He was merely a supple, timid,

interested courtier, in times of frequent and violent change. That which has
always been represented as his distinguishing virtue, the facility with which
he forgave his enemies, belongs to the character. Slaves of his class are never
vindictive, and never grateful. A present interest effaces past services and
pa.st injuries from their minds together. Their only object is self-preserva-

tion ; and for this they conciliate those who wrong thorn, just as they abandon
those who serve them. Before we extol a man for his forgiving temj^er, we
should inquire whether he is above revenge, or below it.

Somerset had as little principle as his coadjutor. Of Henry, an orthodox
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Catholic, except that he chose to be his own Pope, and of Elizabeth, who
certainly had no objection to the theology of Rome, we need say nothing.

These four persons were the great authors of the English Reformation. Three
of them had a direct interest in the extension of the royal prerogative. The
fourth was the ready tool of any who could frighten him. It is not difficult

to see from what motives, and on what plan, such persons would be inclined

to remodel the Church. The scheme was merely to transfer the full cup of

sorceries from the Babylonian enchantress to other hands, spilling as little as

possible by the way. The Catholic doctrines and rites were to be retained

in the Church of England. But the King was to exercise the control which
had formerly belonged to the Roman Pontiff. In this Henry for a time suc-

ceeded. The extraortiinary force of his character, the fortunate situation in

which he stood with respect to foreign powers, and the vast resources which
the suppression of the monasteries placed at his disposal, enabled him to

oppress both the religious factions equally. He punished with impartial

severity those who renounced the doctrines of Rome, and those who acknow-
ledged her jurisdiction. The basis, however, on which he attempted to esta-

blish his power was too narrow to be durable. It would have been impos-
sible even for him long to persecute both persuasions. Even under his reign

there had been insurrections on the part of the Catholics, and signs of a spirit

which was likely soon to produce insurrection on the part of the Protestants.

It was plainly necessary, therefore, that the Crown should form an alliance

with one or with the other side. To recognise the Papal supremacy, would
have been to abandon the whole design. Reluctantly and sullenly tlie go-

vernment at last joined the Protestants. In forming this junction, its object

was to procure as much aid as possible for its .selfish undertaking, and to

make the smallest possible concessions to the spirit of religious innovation.

From this compromise the Church of England sprang. In many respects,

indeed, it has been well for her that, in an age of exuberant zeal, her prin-

cipal founders were mere politicians. To this circumstance she owes her

moderate articles, her decent ceremonies, her noble and pathetic liturgy.

Her worship is not disfigured by mummery. Yet she has preserved, in a f;ir

greater degree than any of her Protestant sisters, that art of striking the senses

and filling the imagination in which the Catholic Church so eminently excels.

But, on the other hand, she continued to be, for more than a hundred and
fifty years, the servile handmaid of monarchy, the steady enemy of public

liberty. The divine right of kings, and the duty of passively obeying all their

commands, were her favourite tenets. She held those tenets firmly through

times of oppression, persecution, and licentiousness ; while law was trampled

down ; whilejudgment was perverted ; while the people were eaten as though

they were bread. Once, and but once, for a moment, and but for a moment,
when her own dignity and property were touched, she forgot to practise the

submission which she had taught
P'lizabeth clearly discerned the advantages which were to be derived from

a close connection between the monarchy and the priesthood. At the time

of her accession, indeed, she evidently meditated a partial reconciliation with

Rome ; and, throughout her whole life, she leaned strongly to some of the

most obnoxious parts of the Catholic system. But her imperious temper,

her keen sagacity, and her peculiar situation, soon led her to attach herself

completely to a church which was all her own. On the same principle on

which she joined it, she attempted to drive all her people within its pale by
persecution. She supported it by severe penal laws, not because she thought

conformity to its discipline necessary to salvation ; but because it was the

fastness which arbitrary power was making strong for itself; because she ex-

pected a more profound obedience from those who saw in her both their civil

?nd their ecclesiastical chief, than from those who, like the Papists, ascribed



HALLAM'S COXSTITUTJONAL HISTORY. 6i

spiritual authority to the Pope, or from those who, like some of the Puritans,

ascril)ed it only to Heaven. To dissent from her establishment was to dis-

sent from an institution founded with an express view to the -maintenance

and extension of the royal prerogative.

This great Queen and her successors, by considering conformity and loyalty

as identical, at length made them so. \Vith respect to the ("atholics, indeed,

the rigour of persecution abate<I after her death. James soon founil that they

were unable to injure him, and that the animosity which the Puritan party

felt towards them drove them of necessity to take refuge under his throne.

Dunng the subsequent contlict, their fault was any thing but disloyalty. On
the other hand, James hated the Puritans with more than the hatred of Eliza-

beth. Her aversion to them was political ; his was jiersonal. The sect had
plagued him in .Scotland, where he was weak ; and he was determined to be

even with them in England, where he was powerful. Persecution gradually

changed a sect into a faction. That there was any thing in the religious

opinions of the Puritans which rendered them hostile to monarchy has never

been proved to our satisfaction. After our civil contests, it became the

fashion to say that Presbyterianism was connected with Republicanism
;

just as it has been the fashion to say, since the time of the French Revolu-
tion, that Infidelity is connected with Republicanism. It is perfectly true

that a church, constituted on the Calvinistic model, will not strengthen the

hands of the sovereign so much as a hierarchy which consists of several ranks,

differing in dignity and emolument, and of which all the members arc con-

stantly looking to the government for promotion. But experience has clearly

shown that a Calvinistic church, like every other church, is disaffected when
it is persecuted, quiet when it is tolerated, and actively loyal when it is

favoured and cherished. Scotland has had a Presbyterian establishment

during a century and a half. Yet her General Assembly has not, during that

period, given half so much trouble to the government as the Convocation of

the Church of England gave during the thirty years which followed the Re-
volution. That James and Charles should have been mistaken in this point

is not surprising. But we are astonished, we must confess, that men of our
own time, men who have before them the proof of what toleration can effect,

men who may see with their own eyes that the Presbyterians are no such mon-
sters when government is wise enough to let them alone, should defend the

persecutions of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries as indispensable to

the safety of the church and the throne.

How persecution protects churches and thrones was soon made manifest.

A systematic political opposition, vehement, daring, and inflexible, sprang
from a schism about trifles, altogether imconnected with the real interests of

religion or of the state. Before the close of the reign of Elizabeth this oppo-
sition began to show itself. It broke forth on the question of the monopo-
lies. Even the imperial Lioness was compelled to abandon her prey, and
slowly and fiercely to recede before the a.ssailants. The spirit of liberty grew
with the growing wealth and intelligence of the people. The feeble stniggles

and insults of James irritated instead of suppressing it ; and the events which
immediately followed the accession of his son portended a contest of no com-
mon severity, between a king resolved to be absolute, and a people resolved

to be free.

The famous proceedings of the third parliament of Charles, and the tyran-

nical measures which followed its dissolution, are extremely well described
by Mr Hallam. No writer, we think, has .shown, in so clear and satisfactory

a manner, that the government then entertained a fixed purpose of destroying
the old parliamentary constitution of England, or at lea.st of reducing it to a
mere shadow. We hasten, however, to a part of his work which, though it

abounds in valuable information and in remarks well deserving to be atten-

C
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^ively considered, and though it is, like the rest, evidently written in a spirit

of perfect impartiality, appears to us, in many points, objectionable.

We pass to the year 1640. The fate of the short Parliament held in that

year clearly indicated the views of the King. That a Parliament so moder-
ate in feeling should have met after so many years of oppression is truly

wonderful. Hyde extols its loyal and conciliatory spirit. Its conduct, v\i.'

are told, made the excellent Falkland in love with the very name of Parlia-

ment. We think, indeed, wi'h Oliver St John, that its moderation was
carried too far, and that the times required sharper and more decided coun-
cils. It was fortunate, however, that the King had another opportunity of

showing that hatred of the liberties of his subjects which was the ruling prin-

ciple of all his conduct. The sole crime of the Commons was that, meetingafter
a long intermission of parliaments, and after a long series of cruelties and illegal

imposts, they seemed inclined to examine grievances before they would vote

supplies. For this insolence they were dissolved almost as soon as they met.
Defeat, universal agitation, financial embarrassments, disorganization in

every part of the government, compelled Charles again to convene the Houses
before the close of the same year. Their meeting was one of the great eras

in the history of the civilised world. WHiatever of political freedom exists

either in Europe or in America, has sprung, directly or indirectly, from those

institutions which they secured and reformed. We never turn to the annals
of those times without feeling increased admiration of the patriotism, the

energy, the decision, the consummate wisdom, which marked the measures
of that great Parliament, from the day on which it met to the commence-
ment of civil Iiostilities.

The impeachment of Strafford was the first, and perhaps the greatest blow.
The whole conduct of that celebrated man proved that he had formed a
deliljerate scheme to subvert the fundamental laws of England. Those parts

of his correspondence which have been brought to light since his death place

the matter beyond a doubt. One of his admirers has, indeed, offered to

.show "that the passages which Mr Ilallam has invidiously extracted from
the correspondence between Laud and Strafford, as proving their design to

introduce a thorough tyranny, refer not to any such design, but to a thorough
reform in the affairs of state, and the thorough maintenance of just au-
thority. " We will recommend two or thiee of these passages to the especial

notice of our readers.

All who know any thing of those times, know that the conduct of Hamp-
den in the affair of the ship-money met with the warm approbation of every
respectable Royalist in England. It drew forth the ardent eulogies of the
champions of the prerogative and even of the Crown lawyers themselves.

Clarendon allows Hampden's demeanour through the whole proceeding to

have been such, that even those who watched for an occasion against the
defender of the people, were compelled to acknowledge themselves unable
to find any fault in him. That he was right in the point of Jaw is now uni-

versally admitted. Even had it been otherwise, he had a fair case. Five
of the Judges, servile as our Courts then were, pronounced in his favour.

The majority against him was the smallest possible. In no country retain-

ing the sligluest vestige of constitutional liberty can a modest and decent
appeal to the laws be treated as a crime. Strafford, however, recommends
tiiat, for taking the sense of a legal tribunal on a legal question, Hampden
should be punislied, and punished severely, " whilst," says the insolent apos-
tate, " whipt into his senses. If the rod," he adtls, " be so used that it smarts
not, I am tlie more sorry." This is the maintenance of just authority.

In civilised nations, the most arbitrary governments have generally suf-

fered justice to liave a free course in private suits. Strafford wished to make
tvery cause in every court subject to the royal prerogative. He complained
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thai m Ireland he was not pennitted to intddle in ca.ses between party and
party. "1 know very well," says he, "that the common lawyers will !«
passionately against it, who are wont to put such a prejudice upon all otlicr

professions, as if none were to be trusted, or capable to administer justice,

but themselves
; yet how well this suits with monarchy, when they mono-

polise all to be governed by their year-l>ooks, you in England havc'a costly
example." We are really curious to know by what arguments it is to be
proved, that the power of interfering in the law-suits of indi\'iduals is part
f the just authority of the executive government.
It is not strange that a man so careless of the common civil rights, which

vcn despots have m.iierally respected, should treat with scorn the limitations
which the constitution in>po»es on the royal prerogative. Wc miglit quote
pages : but we will content ourselves with a single specimen :— " The debts of
the Crown being taken otT, you may govern as you please : and most resolute I
am that may be done without borrowing any help forth of the King's lodgings."

Such was the theory of that thoroigh reform in the stale which Strafford
meditated. HLs whole practice, from the day on which he sold him.self to
the court, was in strict confonnity to his tlieory. For his accomphces various
excuses may be urged, ignorance, imbecility, religious bigotrj-. But Went-
worth had no such plea. His intellect was capacious. His early prepos-
sessions were on the side of popular rights. He knew the whole beauty and
value of the system which he attempted to deface. He was the first of the
Kais, the first of those .statesmen whose patriotism has been only the coquetry
of poUtical prostitution, and whose profligacy has taught governments to
adopt the old maxim of the slave-market, that it is cheaper to buy than to
breed, to import defenders from an Opposition than to rear them in" a Minis-
try, He was the first Englishman to whom a peerage was a sacrament of
infamy, a baptism into the communion of corruption. As he was the earliest
of the hateful list, so was he also by far the greatest ; eloquent, .sagacious,

adventurous, intrepid, ready of invention, immutable of purpose, in every
tabnt which e.xalts or destroys nations pre-eminent, the lost Archangel, the
Satan of the apostasy. The title for which, at the time of his desertion, he
exchanged a name honourably distinguished in the cause of the people,
reminds us of the appellation which, from the moment of the first treason,
fi.\ed itself on the fallen Son of the Morning,

" Satan ;—so call him now.— His former name
Is heard no more in hejven."

The defection of Strafford from the popular party contributed mainly to
draw on him the hatred of his contemporaries. It has since made him an
object of peculiar interest to those whose lives have been spent, like his, iu

Eroving that there is no malice like the malice of a renegade. Nothing can
e more natural or becoming than that one turncoat should eulogize another.
Many enemies of public liberty have been distinguished by their private

virtues. But Strafford was the same throughout. As was the statesman,
such was the kinsman, and such the lover. His conduct towards Lord
Mountmorris is recorded by Clarendon. For a worri which can scarcely be
called rash, which could not have been made the subject of an ordinary civil

action, the Lord Lieutenant dragged a man of high rank, married to a rela-
tive of that saint about whom he whimpered to tlie Peers, before a tribunal
of slaves. Sentence of death was passed. Ever)' thing but death was in-

flicted. Vet the treatment which Lord Ely experienced was still more
scandalous. That nobleman was thrown into prison, in order to compel him
to settle his estate in a manner agreeable to his daughter-in-law, whom, as
there is every reason to believe, Strafford had deljauched. These stories do
nut rest on vague reiK)rt. The hi.storians most partial to the Minister admit
their truth, and censure them in terms which, though trxj lenient fr.r the
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occasion, are still severe. These facts are alone sufficient to justify the

appellation with which Pym branded him, " the wicked Earl."

In spite of all Strafforcl's vices, in spite of all his dangerous projects, he
was certainly entitled to the benefit of the law ; but of the law in all its

rigour ; of the law according to the utmost strictness of the letter, which
killeth. He was not to be toni in pieces by a mob, or stabbed in the back
by an assassin. He was not to have punishment meted out to him from his

own iniquitous measure. But if justice, in the whole range of its wide
armoury, contained one weapon which could pierce him, that weapon his

pursuers were bound, before God and man, to employ.
" If he may

Find mercy in the 1,-iw, 'tis his : if none,
Let liim not seek't of us."

Such was the language which the Commons might justly use.

Did then the articles against Strafford strictly amount to high treason?

Many people, who know neither what the articles were, nor what high trea-

.son is, will answer in the negative, simply because the accused person,

speaking for his life, took that ground of defence. The Journals of the

Lords show that the Judges were consulted. They answered, with one
accord, that the articles on which the Earl was convicted, amounted to high

treason. This judicial opinion, even if we suppose it to have been errone-

ous, goes far to justify the Parliament. The judgment pronounced in the

P^xchequer Chamber has always been urged by the apologists of Charles in

defence of his conduct respecting ship-money. Yet on that occasion there

was but a bare majority in favour of the party at whose pleasure all the

magistrates composing the tribunal were removable. The decision in the

case of Strafford was unanimous ; as far as we can judge, it was unbiassed
;

and, though there may be room for hesitation, we think on the whole that

it was reasonable. "It may be remarked," says Mr Hallam, "that the

fifteenth article of the impeachment, charging Strafford with raising money
by his own authority, and quartering troops on the people of Ireland, in

order to compel their obedience to his unlawful requisitions, upon which,

and upon one other article, not upon the whole matter, the Peers voted him
guilty, does, at least, approach very nearly, if we may not say more, to a

substantive treason within the statute of Edward the Third, as a levying of

war against the King." This most sound and just exposition has provoked
a very ridiculous reply. " It should seem to be an Irish construction this,"

says an assailant of Mr Hallam, "which makes the raising money for the

King's service, with his knowledge, and by his approbation, to come under
the head of levying war on the King, and therefore to be high treason."

Now, people who undertake to write on points of constitutional law should

know, what every attorney's clerk and every forward schoolboy on an upper
form knows, that, by a fundamental maxim of our polity, the King can do
no wrong ; that every court is bound to suppose his conduct and his senti-

ments to be, on every occasion, such as they ought to be ; and that no evi-

dence can be received for the purpose of setting aside this loyal and salu-

tary presumption. The Lords, therefore, were bound to take it for granted

that the King considered arms which were unlawfully directed against his

people as directed against his own throne.

The remarks of Mr Hallam on the bill of attainder, though, as usual,

weighty and acute, do not perfectly satisfy us. He defends the principle,

but objects to the severity of the punishment. That, on great emergencies,

the State may justifiably pass a retrospective act against an offender, we have
no doubt whatever. We are acquainted with only one argument on the

other side, which has in it enough of reason to bear an answer. Warning,
it is said, is the end of Dunishment. But a .punishment inflicted, not by a
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general rule, hut by an arbitrary discretion, cannot serve the purpose of a
warning. It is therefore useless ; ami useless pain ought not to l>e inflicted.

This st^iphisni has found its way into several books on jx'nal lti;i>latioii. It

admits, however, of a very simjiie refutation. In the first place, punish-

ments ex post facto are not alt(tgether useless even as warnings. They are

warnings to a particular class which stand in great need of warnings, to

favourites and ministers. They remind persons of this description that there

may be a day of reckoning for those who ruin and enslave their country in

all the forms of law. But this is not all. Warning is, in ordinarj' cases,

the principal end of punishment ; but it is not the only end. To remove the

offender, to preser%e society from those dangers which are to be apprehended
from his incorrigible depra\-ity, is often one of the ends. In the case of

such a knave a.s Wild, or such a ruffian as ITiurtell, it is a very important

end. In the case of a powerful and wicked statesman, it is infinitely more
important ; so important, as alone to justify the utmost severity, even though
it were certain that his fate would not deter others from imitating his ex-

ample. At present, indeed, we should think it extremely pernicious to take

such a course, even with a worse minister than Strafford, if a worse could

exist ; for, at present. Parliament has only to withhold its support from a

Cabinet to produce an immediate change of hands. The case was widely

ditferent in the reign of Charles the First. That Prince had governed dur-

ing eleven years without any Parliament ; and, even when Parliament was
sitting, had supported Buckingham against its most violent remonstrances.

Mr Hallam is of opinion that a bill of pains and penalties ought to have
lieen passed ; but he draws a distinction less just, we think, than his

distinctions usually are. His opinion, so far as we can collect it, is this,

that there are almost insurmountable objections to retrospective laws foi

capital punishment, but that, where the punishment stops short of death,

the objections are comparatively trifling. Now the practice of taking the

severity of the penalty into consideration, when the question is about the

mofle of procedure and the rules of evidence, is no doubt sufficiently com-
mon. We often see a man convicted of a simple larceny on evidence on
which he would not be con%-icted of a burglary. It .sometimes happens that

a jury, when there is strong suspicion, but not absolute demonstration, that

an act, unquestionably amounting to murder, was committed by the prisoner

t)efore them, will find him guilty of manslaughter. But this is surely very
irrational. The rules of evidence no more depend on the magnitude of the
interests at stake than the rules of arithmetic. We might as well say that

*e have a greater chance of throwing a size when we are playing for a
penny than when we are playing for a thousand pounds, as that a form of

trial which is sufficient for the purposes of justice, in a matter affecting

liberty and projjerty, is insufficient in a matter affecting life. Nay, if a mode
of proceeding be too lax for capital cases, it is, a fortiori, too lax for all

others ; for, in capital cases, the principles of human nature will always
afford considerable security. No judge is so cruel as he who indemnifies
himself for scrupulosity in cases of bloo<l, by license in affairs of smaller im-
portance. The difference in tale on the one side far more than makes up
for the difference in weight on the other.

If there be any universal objection to retrospective punishment, there is

no more to be said. But such is not the opinion of Mr Hallam. He
approves of the mode of proceeding. He thmks that a punishment, not
l)n.'viously aflixed by law to the offences of Strafford, siiould have Ixjen in-

'hcted ; that Strafford should have been, by act of Parliament, degraded from
iiis rank, and condemned to perpetual banishment. Our difficulty would
have been at the first step, and there only. Indeed, we can scarcely con-
ceiv that any case which does not call for capital ounishment can call for
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punishment by a retrospective act. We can scarcely conceive a man so
wicked and so dangerous that the whole course of law must be disturbed in

order to reach him, yet not so wicked as to deser\'e the severest sentence,

nor so dangerous as to require the last and surest custody, that of the grave.

If we had thought liiat Strafford might be safely suffered to live in France,
%ve should have thought it better that he should continue to live in England,
than that he sliould be exiled by a special act. As to degradation, it was
not the Earl, but the general and the statesman, whom the people had to

fear. Essex said on that occasion, with more truth than elegance, "Stone-
dead hath no fellow." And often during the civil wars the Parliament had
reason to rejoice that an irreversible law and an impassable barrier pro-

tected them from the valour and capacity of Wentworth.
It IS remarkable that neither Hyde nor Falkland voted against the bill of

attainder. There is, indeed, reason to believe that Falkland spoke in favour
of it. In one respect, as Mr Ilallam has observed, the proceeding was
honourably distinguished from others of the same kind. An act was passed
to relieve the children of Strafford from the forfeiture and corruption of
blood which were the legal consequences of the sentence. The Crown had
never shown equal generosity in a case of treason. The liberal conduct of
the Commons has been fully and most appropriately repaid. The House of

Wentworth has since that time been as much distinguished by public spirit

as by power and splendour, and may at the present moment boast of mem-
bers with whom Say and Hampden would have been proud to act.

It is somewhat curious that the admirers of Strafford should also be, with-

out a single exception, the admirers of Charles ; for, whatever we may think

of the conduct of the Parliament towards the unhappy favourite, there can
be no doubt that the treatment which he received from his master was dis-

graceful. Faithless alike to his people and to his tools, the King did not
scruple to play the part of the cowardly approver, who hangs his accom-
plice. It is good that there should be such men as Charles in eveiy league

of villany. It is for such men that the offer of pardon and reward which
appears after a murder is intended. They are indemnified, remunerated,
and despised. The very magistrate who avails himself of their assistance

looks on them as more contemptible than the criminal whom they betray.

Was Strafford innocent ? Was he a meritorious sei-vant of the Crown ? If

so, what shall we tliink of the Prince, who, having solemnly promised him
that not a hair of his head should be hurt, and possessing an unquestioned
constitutional riglit to save him, gave him up to the vengeance of his

enemies ? Ihere were some points which we know that Charles would not
concede, and for whicli he was willing to risk the chances of civil war.

Ought not a King, who will make a stand for any thing, to make a stand for

the innocent blood ? Was Strafford guilty ? Even on this supposition, it is

difficult not to feel disdain for the partner of his guilt, the tempter turned

punisher. If, indeed, from that time forth, the conduct of Charles had been
blameless, it might have been said that his eyes were at last opened to the

errors of his former conduct, and that, in sacrificing to the wishes of his Par-

liament a minister whose crime had been a devotion too zealous to the in-

terests of his prerogative, he gave a painful and deeply humiliating proof of

tlie sincerity of his repentance. We may describe the King's behaviour on
this occasion in terms resembling those which Hume has employed when
speaking of the conduct of Churchill at the Revolution. It required ever

after the most rigid justice and sincerity in the dealings of Charles with his

people to vindicate his conduct towards his friend. His subsequent dealings

with his people, however, clearly showed, that it was not from any respect

for the Constitution, or from any sense of the deep criminality of the plans

in which Strafford and himself had been engaged, that he gave up his minister
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to the axe. It became evident that he had abamloned a servant who, deeply
^,TiiIty as to all others, was guiltless to him alone, solely in order to gain time
ti>r maturing other schemes of tyranny, and purchasing the aid of other

Wentworths. He, who would not avail himself of the power which the laws
L;ave him to save an adherent to whom his honour was pledged, soon showed
that he did not scruple to break ev£ry law and forfeit every ple<lge, in order
to work the ruin of his opponents.

" Put not your trust in princes !
" was the expression of the fallen minister,

when he heard that Charles had consented to his death. The whole history

of the times is a sermon on that bitter text. The defence of the Long Par-
liament is comprised in the dying words of its victim.

The early measures of that Parliament Mr Haliam in general approves.
Hut he considers the proceedings which took place after the recess in the
summer of 1641 as mischievous and violent. He thinks that, from that time,

the demands of the Houses were not warranted by any imminent danger to the

Constitution, and that m the war which ensued they were clearly the aggres-

>ors. As this is one of the most interesting questions in our histoiy, we will

venture to state, at some length, the reasons which have led us to form an
opmion on it contrarv' to that of a writer whose judgment we so highly respect.

We will premise that we think worse of King Charles the First than even
Mr Haliam appears to do. The fixed hatred of liberty which was the prin-

ciple of the king's public conduct, the unsciiipulousness with which he
.-idopted any means which might enable him to attain his ends, the readiness
witli which he gave j)romises, the impudence with which he broke them, the
cniel mdifiference with which be threw away his useless or damaged tools,

made him, at least till his character was fully exj^osed and his power shaken
to its foundations, a more dangerous enemy to the Constitution than a man of
far greater talents and resolution might have been. Such princes may still be
seen, the scandals of the southern thrones of Europe

;
princes false alike to

the accomplices who have ser\-ed them and to the opponents who have spared
them ; princes who, in the hour of danger, concede every thing, swear every
thing, hold out their cheeks to every smiter, give up to punishment every
instrument of their tyranny, and await with meek and smiling implacability
the blessed day of perjury and revenge.

We will pass by the instances of oppression and falsehood which disgraced
the early part of the reign of Charles. We will leave out of the question the
whole history of his third Parliament, the price which he exacted for assent-

ing to the Petition of Right, the perfidy with which he violated his engage-
ments, the death of Eliot, the barbarous punishments inflicted by the Star
Chamber, the ship-money, and all the measures now universally condemned,
which disgraced his administration from 1630 to 1640. We will admit that
it might be the duty of the Parliament, after punishing the mo^t guilty of
his creatures, after abolishing the inquisitorial tribvmals which had been the
instruments of his tyranny, after reversing the unjust sentences of his victims,

to pause in its course. The concessions which had l)een made were great,
the evils of civil war obvious, the advantages even of victory doubtful. The
former errors of the King might be imputed to youth, to the pressure of cir-

cumstances, to the influence of evil counsel, to the undefined state of the law.
We firmly believe that if, even at this eleventh hour, Charles had acted fairly

towards his people, if he had even acted fairly towards his own partisans,
the House of Commons would have given him a fair chance of retrieving the
pubUc confidence. .Such was the o; init)n of ( iarendon. He distinctly states

that the fury of opposition harl ab;ited, that a reaction hnd begmi to take
place, tliat the majority of those w'lo had taken part against the King were
dcbirous of an honourable and complete reconcdiation, and that the more
Twleut, or, as it boon appeared, the more judicious members of the popular



6S HA I.LAM'S CONSnTUTlu:\rAL HISTORY.

pari} were fast declining in credit. The Remonstrance had been carried

with great difficulty. The uncompromising antagonists of the court, such as

Cromwell, had begun to talk of selling their estates and leaving England.
The event soon showed, that they were ihe only men who really understood
how much inhumanity and fraud lay hid under the constitutional language
and gracious demeanour of the King.
The attempt to seize the five members was undoubtedly the real cause of

the war. From that moment, the loyal confidence with which most of the

popular party were beginning to regard the King was turned into hatred and
incurable suspicion. From that moment, the Parliament was compelled to

surround itself with defensive arms. Fi-om that moment, the city assumed the

appearance of a garrison. From that moment, in the phrase of Clarendon,

the carriage of Hampden became fiercer, that he drew the sword and threw
away the scabbard. For, from that moment, it must have been evident to

every impartial observer that, in the midst of professions, oaths, and smiles,

the tyrant was constantly looking forward to an absolute sway and to a

bloody revenge.

The advocates of Charles have very dexterously contrived to conceal from
their readers the real nature of this transaction. By making concessions

apparently candid and ample, they elude the great accusation. They allow

that the measure was weak and even frantic, an absurd caprice of Lord Digby,
absurdly adopted by the King. And thus they save their cUent from the full

penalty of his transgression, Ijy entering a plea of guilty to the minor offence.

To us his conduct appears at this day as at the time it appeared to the Par-

liament and the city. We think it by no means so foolish as it pleases his

friends to represent it, and far more wicked.

In the first place, the transaction was illegal from beginning to end. The
impeachment was illegal. The process was illegal. The service was illegal.

If Charles wished to prosecute the five members for treason, a bill against

them should have been sent to a grand jury. That a commoner cannot be

tried for high treason by the Lords, at the suit of the Crown, is part of the

very alphabet of our law. That no man can be arrested by the King in per-

son is equally clear. This was an established maxim of our jurisprudence

even in the time of Edward the Fourth. " A subject," said Chief Justice

JNIarkham to that Prince, " may arrest for treason: the King cannot ; for, if

the arrest be illegal, the party has no remedy against the King."
The time at which Charles took this step also deserves consideration. We

have already said that the ardour which the Parliament had displayed at the

time of its first meeting had considerably abated, that the leading opponents
of the court were desponding, and that their followers were in general inclined

to milder and more temperate measures than those which had hitherto been
pursued. In every country, and in none more than in England, there is a
disposition to take the part of those who are unmercifully run down and who
seem destitute of all means of defence. Every man who has observed the

ebb and flow of public feeling in our own time will easily recall examples to

illustrate this remark. An English statesman ought to pay assiduous wor-
ship to Nemesis, to be most apprehensive of ruin when he is at the height of

power and popularity, and to dread his enemy most when most completely
prostrated. The fate of the Coalition Ministry in 1 784, is perhaps the strongest

instance in our history of the operation of this principle. A few weeks turned

the ablest and most extended ^Iinistry that ever exi.sted into a feeble Opposi-
tion, and raised a King who was talking of retiring to I lanover to a height

of power which none of his predecessors had enjoyed since the Revolution.

A crisis of this description was evidently approaching in 1642. At such a

crisis, a Prince of a really honest and generous nature, who had erred, who
had seen his error, who had regretted the lost affections of his people, who
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rejoiceil in the dawning hope of regnininp them, would lie j)eculiarly careful
to take no step which could give occasion of offence, even to the unreason-
able. On the other hand, a tyrant, whose whole life was a lie, who hated
the Constitution the more Wcause he had been comjielled to feign resjicct for

it, and to whom his own honour and llic love of his people were as nothing,
would select such a crisis for some appalling violation of law, for some stroke
which might remove the chiefs of an Opposition, and intimidate the herd.
This Charles attempted. I le missed his blow ; but so narrowly, that it would
have been mere madness in those at whom it was aimed to trust him again.

It deserves to be remarked that the King had, a short time liefore, pro-
mised the most respectable Royalists in the House of Commons, Falkland,
Colepepper, and Hyde, that he would take no measure in which that House
was concerned, without consulting them. (~)n this occasion he did not con-
sult them. His conduct astonished them more than any other members of
the Assembly. Clarendon says that they were deeply hurt by this want of
confidence, and the more hurt, because, if they had been consulted, they would
have done their utmost to dissuade Charles from so improper a proceeding.
Did it never occur to Clarendon, will it not at least occur to men less partial,

that there was good reason for this ? When the danger to the throne seemed
Imminent, the King was ready to put himself for a lime into the hands of
those who, though they disapproved of his past conduct, thought that the
remedies had now l)ecome worse than the distemjiers. But we believe that
in his heart he regarded both the parties in the Parliament with feelings of
aversion which differed only in the degree of their intensity, and that the awful
warning which he proposed to give, by immolating the principal supporter
of the Remon.strance, was partly intended for the instruction of those who had
concurred in censuring the ship-money and in abolishing the Star Chamber.
The Commons informed the King that their members should be forthcoming

to answer any charge legally brought against them. The Lords refused to

assume the unconstitutional office with which he attempted to invest them.
And what was then his conduct ? He went, attended by hundreds of armed
men, to seize the objects of his hatred in the House itself. The party op-
posed to him more than insinuate*! that his purpose was of the most atrocious
kind. We will not condemn him merely on their suspicions. We will not
hold him answerable for the sanguinary expressions of the loose brawlers who
composed his train. We will judge of his ^ct by itself alone. And we say,
without hesitation, that it is impossible to acquit him of having meditated
violence, and violence which might probably end in blood. He knew that
the legality of his proceedings was denied. He must have known that some
of the accused members were men not likely to submit peaceably to an illegal

arrest. There was every reason to expect that he would find them in their

places, that they would refuse to obey his summons, and that the House would
support them in their refusal. What course would then have been left to
him ? Unless we suppose that he went on this expedition for the sole puqwse
of making himself ridicidous, we must believe that he would have had recourse
to force. There would have been a .scuffle ; and it migiit not, under such
circumstances, have l)een in his power, even if it had been in his inclination,
to prevent a scuffle from ending in a massacre. Fortunately for his fame,
unfortunately perhaps for what he prized far more, the mterests of his hatred
^nd his ambition, the affair ended differently. The birds, as he s.iid, were
ilown, and his plan was disconcerted. Posterity is not extreme to mark abor-
' ve crimes ; and thus the King's advocates have found it easy to represent a
tep which, but for a trivial accident, might have filled P^ngland with mourning
and dismay, as a mere error of judgment, wild and foolish, but perfectly inno-
cent. .Such was not, however, at the time, the opinion of any party. The
most zealous Royalists were so much disgusted and ashamed that they sua-
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pended their opposition to the pojjular party, and, silently at least, concurred

in measures of precaution so strong as almost to amount to resistance.

From that day, whatever of confidence and loyal attachment had survived

the misrule of seventeen years was, in the great body of the people, extin-

guished, and extinguished for ever. As soon as the outrage had failed, the

hypocrisy recommenced. Down to the very eve of this flagitious attempt,

Charles had been talking of his respect for the privileges of ParUament and
the liberties of his people. He began again in the same style on the morrow ;

but it was too late. To trust him now would have been, not moderation, but

insanity. What common security would suffice against a Prince who was
evidently watching his season with that cold and patient hatred which, in the

long run, tires out every other passion ?

It is certainly from no admiration of Charles that Mr Hallam disapproves

of the conduct of the Houses in resorting to arms. But he thinks that any
attempt on the part of that Prince to establish a despotism would have been
as strongly opposed by his adherents as by his enemies, and that therefore

the Constitution might be considered as out of danger, or, at least, that it had
more to apprehend from the war than from the King. On this subject Mr
Hallam dilates at length, and with conspicuous ability. We will offer a fev/

considerations which lead ug to incline to a different opinion.

The Constitution of England was only one of a large family. In all the

monarchies of Western Europe, during the middle ages, there existed re-

straints on the royal authority, fundamental laws, and representative assem-
blies. In the fifteenth centurj', the government of Castile seems to have been
as free as that of our own country. That of Arragon was beyond all question

more so. In France, the sovereign was more absolute. Yet, even in France,

the States-General alone could constitutionally impose taxes ; and, at the very

time when the authority of those assemblies was beginning to languish, the

Parliament of Paris received such an accession of strength as enabled it, in

some measure, to perform the functions of a legislative a.ssembly. Sweden
and Denmark had constitutions of a similar description.

Let us overleap two or three hundred years, and contemplate Europe at

the commencement of the eighteenth century. Every free constitution, save

one, had gone down. That of England hatl weathered the danger, and was
riding in full security. In Denmark and Sweden, the kings had availed them-
selves of the dispiftes which raged between the nobles and the commons, to

unite all the powers of government in their own hands. In France the insti-

tution of the States was only mentioned by lawyers as a part of the ancient

theory of their government. It slept a deep sleep, destined to be broken by
a tremendous waking. No person remembered the sittings of the three orders,

or expected ever to see them renewed. Louis the Fourteenth Iiad imposed on
his parliament a patient silence of sixty years. His grandson, after the War
of the Spanish Succession, assimilated the constitution of Arragon to that of

Castile, and extinguished the last feeble remains of liberty in the Peni^isula. In

England, on the other hand, the Parliament was infinitely more powerful than

it had ever been. Not only was its legislative authority fully established ; but

its right to interfere, by advice almost equivalent to command, in every depart-

ment of the executive government, was recognised. The appointment of minis-

ters, the relations with foreign powers, the conduct of a war or a negotiation,

depended less on the pleasure of th* Prince than on that of the two Houses.

What then made us to differ ? Why was it that, in that epidemic malady
of constituiions, ours escaped the destroying influence ; or rather that, at the

very crisis of the disease, a favourable turn took place in England, and in

England alone? It was not surely without a cause that so many kindred

sy.sterns of government, having flourished together so long, languished and

expired at almost the same time.
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It is the fashion to say. that the progress of civilisation is favourable to

liberty. The maxim, though in some sense true, must be limited by many quali-

fications and exceptions. Wherever a poor and rude nation, in which the form
of government is a limited monarchy, receives a great accession of wealth and
knowledge, it is in imminent danger of falling under arbitrarj- power.

In such a state of society as that which existed all over Europe during the

middle ages, very slight checks sufficed to keep the sovereign in order. His
means of corruption and intimidation were very scanty. He had little money,
little patronage, no military establishment. His armies resembled juries.

ITicy were drawn out of tlie mass of the people : they soon returned to it

again: and the character which was habitual, prevailed over that which was
occasional. A campaign of forty days was too .short, the disciphne of a

national militia too lax, to efface from llieir minds the feelings of civil life.

As they carried to the camp the sentiments and interests of the farm and the

'hop, so they carried back to the farm and the shop the militar)' accomplish-

ments which they had acquired in the camp. At home the soldier learned

how to value his rights, abroad how to defend them.
Such a military force as this was a far stronger restraint on the regal power

than any legislative assembly. The army, now the most formidable instru-

ment of the executive power, was then the most formidable check on that

power. Resistance to an established government, in modem times so diffi-

cult and perilous an enterprise, was, in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries

the simplest and easiest matter in the world. Indeed, it was far too simjile

and easy. An insurrection was got up then almost as easily as a petition is

got up now. In a popular cause, or even in an unpopular cause favoured by
a few great nobles, a force of ten thousand armed men was raised in a week.
If the King were, like our Edward the Second and Richard the Second,
generally odious, he could not procure a single bow or halbert. He fell at

once and without an effijrt. In such times a sovereign like Louis the Fifteenth

or the Emperor Paul, would have Ijeen pulled down before his misgovemment
had lasted for a month. We find that all the fame and intlnence of our

Edward the Third could not save his Madame de Pompadour from the effects

of the public hatred.

Hume and many other writers have hastily concluded that, in the fifteenth

century, the English Parliament was altogether servile, because it recognised,

without opposition, every successful usurper. That it was not ser\'ile, its

conduct on many occasions of inferior importance is sufficient to prove. But
surely it was not strange that the majority of the nobles, and of the deputies

chosen by the commons, should approve of revolutions which the nobles and
commons had effected. The Parliament did not blindly follow the event of

war, but participated in those changes of public sentiment on which the event
of war depended. The legal check was secondary and auxiliary to that which
the nation held in its own hands. There have always been monarchies in Asia,

in which the royal authority has been tempered by fundamental laws, though
no legislative body exists to watch over them. The guarantee is the opinion
of a community of which every individual is a soldier. Thus, the king of
Cabul, as Mr Elphinstone informs us, cannot augment the land revenue, or
interfere with the jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals.

In the European kingdoms of this description there were representative

assemblies. But it wxs not necessary, that those assemblies should meet very
frequently, that they should interfere with all the operations of the executive
government, that they should watch with jealousy, and resent with prompt
indignation, every violation of the laws which the sovereign might commit.
They were so strong that they might safely be caieless. He was so feeble

that he might safely be suffered to encroach. If he ventured too far, chastise-

ment and ruin were at hand. In fact, the people generally suffered more from
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his weakness than from his authority. The tyranny of wealthy and powerful
subjects was the characteristic evil of the times. The royal prerogatives were
not even sufficient for the defence of property and the maintenance of police.

The progress of civilisation introduced a great change. War became a

science, and, as a necessary consequence, a trade. The great body of the people
giew every day more reluctant to undergo the inconveniences of military ser-

vice, and better able to pay others for undergoing them. A new class ofmen,
therefore, dependent on the Crown alone, natural enemies of those popular
rights which are to them as the dew to the fleece of Gideon, slaves among free-

men, freemen among slaves, grew into importance. That physical force which,

in the dark ages, had belonged to the nobles and the commons, and had, far

more than any charter or any assembly, been the safeguard of their privi-

leges, was transferred entire to the King. Monarchy gained in two ways.

The sovereign was strengthened, the subjects weakened. The great mass of

the population, destitute of all military discipline and organization, ceased to

exercise any influence by force on political transactions. There have, indeed,

during the last hundred and fifty years, been many popular insurrections in

Europe ; but all have failed, except those in which the regular army has been
mduced to join the disaffected.

Those legal checks which, while the sovereign remained dependent on his

subjects, had been adequate to the purpose for which they were designed,

were now found wanting. The dikes which had been sufficient while the

waters were low were not high enough to keep out the spring-tide. The
deluge passed over them ; and, according to the exquisite illustration of

Butler, the formal boundaries which had excluded it, now held it in. The
old constitutions fared like the old shields and coats of mail. They M'eie the

defences of a rude age ; and they did well enough against the weapons of a
rude age. But new and more formidable means of destruction were invented.

The ancient panoply became useless ; and it was thrown aside to nist in

lumber-rooms, or exhibited only as part of an idle pageant.

Thus absolute monarchy was established on tlie Continent. England
escaped ; but she escaped very narrowly. Happily our insular situation, and
the pacific policy of James, rendered standing armies unnecessary here, till

they had been for some time kept up in the neighbouring kingdoms. Our
public men had therefore an opportunity of watching the effects j^roduced by
this momentous change on governments which bore a close analogy to that

established in England. Everywhere they saw the power of the monarch
increasing, the resistance of assemblies which were no longer supported by a
national force gradually becoming more and more feeble, and at length alto-

gether ceasing. The friends and the enemies of liberty perceived with equal
clearness the causes of this general decay. It is the favourite theme of Straf-

ford. He advises the King to procure from the Judges a recognition of his

right to raise an army at his pleasure. " This place well fortified," says he,
" for ever vindicates the monarchy at home from under the conditions and
restraints of subjects." We firmly believe that he was in the right. Nay ;

we believe that, even if no deliberate scheme of arbitrary government had
been formed by the sovereign and his ministers, there was great reason to

aiijirehend a natural extinction of the Constitution. If, for example, Charles

had played the part of Gustavus Adolphus, if he had carried on a popular
war for the defence of the Protestant cause in Germany, if he had gratified

the national pride by a series of victories, if he had formed an army of forty

oi fifty thousand devoted soldiers, we do not see what chance the nation

v/ould have had of escaping from despotism. The Judges would have given

as strong a decision in favour of camp-money as they gave in favour of ship-

inoiiey. If they had been scnipulous, it would have made little ditference.

An individual who resisted would have been treated as Charles treated Eliot,

and as Strafford wished to treat Hampden. The Parliament might have been
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sununoncd once in twenty years, to congratulate a King on his accession, or

to give solemnity to some great measure of state. Such had licen the fate

of legislative assemblies as powerful, as much respected, as high-spirited, as

the English Lords and Commons.
The two Houses, surrounded by the ruins of so many free constitutions

overthrown or sapped by the new military system, were required to intrust

the command of an anny and the conduct of the Irish war to a King who had
proposed to himself the destruction of liberty as the great end of his policy.

NVe are decidedly of opinion th.it it would have been fatal to comply. Many
of those who took the side of the King on this question would have cursed

their own loyalty, if they had seen him return from war at the head of twenty
thousand troops, accustomed to carnage and free quarters in Irelantl.

We think, with Mr Hallam, that many of the Royalist nobility and gentry
were tnie friends to the Constitution, and that, but for the solemn protesta-

tions by which the King bound himself to govern according to the law for

the future, they never would have joined his standard. But surely they
underrated the public danger. Falkland is commonly selected as the most
respectable specimen of this class. He was indeed a man of great talents

and of great virtues, but, we apprehend, infinitely too fastidious for public

life. He did not f)erceive that, in such times as those on which his lot had
fallen, ihe duty of a statesman is to choose the better cause and to stand by
it, in Sjjite of those excesses by which every cause, however good in itself,

will be disgraced. The present evil always seemed to him the worst. He
was always going backward and forward ; but it should be remembered to

his honour that it was always from the stronger to the weaker side that he
rieserted. While Charles was oppressing the people, Falkland was a resolute

champion of liberty. He attacked Strafford. He even concurred in strong

measures against Episcopacy. But the violence of his party annoyed him,

and drove him to the other party, to be equally annoyed there. Dreading
the success of the cause which he had espoused, disgusted by the courtiers (1

O.xford, as he had been disgusted by the patriots of Westminster, yet bound
by honour not to abandon the cause for which he was in arms, he pined away,
neglected his person, went about moaning for peace, and at last nislicd

desperately on death, as the best refuge in such miserable times. If he had
lived through the scenes that followed, we have little doubt that he would
have condemned himself to share the exile and beggary of the royal family

;

that he would then have returned to oppose all their measures ; that he would
have been sent to the Tower by the Commons as a stifler of the Popish Plot,

and by the King as an accomplice in the Rye-House Plot ; and that, if he
had escaped being hanged, first by Scroggs, and then by JefTeries, he would,

after manfully opposing James the Second through years of tyranny, have
been seized with a fit of compassion at the very moment of the Revolution,

have voted for a regency, and died a non-juror.

We do not dispute that the royal party contained many excellent men and
excellent citizens. But this we say, that they did not discern those times.

The peculiar glory of the Houses of Parliament is that, in the great plague

and mortality of constitutions, they took their stand between the living and
the dead. At the very crisis of our destiny, at the very moment when the

fate which had passed on every other nation was about to pass on England,
they arrested the danger.

Those who conceive that the parliamentary leaders were desirous merely
to maintain the old constitution, and those who represent them as conspiring

to subvert it, are equally in error. The old constitution, as we have attempted
to show, could not be maintained. The progress of time, the increxse of

wealth, the diffusion of knowledge, the great change in the European system
of war, rendered it impossible that any of the monarchies of the middle ages
should continue to exist on the old footing. The prerogative of the Crowa
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was constantly advancing. If the privileges of the people were to remain

absolutely stationary, they would relatively retrograde. The monarchical

and democratical parts of the government were placed in a situation not un-

like that of the two brothers in the Fairy Queen, one of whom saw the soil

of his inheritance daily washed away by the tide and joined to that of his rival.

The portions had at first been fairly meted out. By a natural and con-

stant transfer, the one had been extended : the other had dwindled to nothing.

A new partition, or a compensation, was necessary to restore the original

equality.

It was now, therefore, absolutely necessary to violate the formal part of the

constitution, in order to preserve its spirit. This might have been done, as

it was done at the Revolution, by expelling the reigning family, and calling

to the throne princes who, relying solely on an elective title, would find it

necessary to respect the privileges and follow the advice of the assemblies to

which they owed every thing, to pass every bill which the Legislature strongly

pressed upon them, and to fill the offices of state with men in whom the Legis-

lature confided. But, as the two Houses did not choose to change the dy-
nasty, it was necessary that they should do directly what at the Revolution
was done indirectly. Nothing is more usual than to hear it said that, if the

Houses had contented themselves with making such a reform in the govern-
ment under Charles as was afterwards made under William, they v/oukl

have had the highest claim to national gratitude ; and that in their violence

they overshot the mark. But how was it possible to make such a settlement

under Charles ? Charles was not, like William and the princes of the Hano-
verian line, bound by community of interests and dangers to the Parliament.

It was therefore necessaiy that he should be bound by treaty and statute.

Mr Hallam reprobates, in language which has a little surprised us, the

nineteen propositions into which the Parliament digested its scheme. Is it

possible to doubt that, if James the Second had remained in the island, and
had been suffered, as he probably would in that case have been suffered, to keep
his crown, conditions to the fidl as hard would have been imposed on him ?

On the other hand, we fully admit that, if the Long Parliament had pro-

nounced the departure of Charles from London an abdication, and had called

Essex or Northumberland to the throne, the new prince might have safely

been suffered to reign without such restrictions. His situation would have
been a sufficient guarantee.

In the nineteen propositions we see very little to blame except the articles

against the Catholics. These, however, were in the spirit of that age ; and
to some sturdy churchmen in our own, they may seem to palliate even the

good which the Long Parliament effected. The regulation with respect to

new creations of Peers is the only other article about which we entertain any
doubt. One of the propositions is that the Judges shall hold tlieir offices

during good behaviour. To this surely no exception will be taken. The
right of directing the education and marriage of the princes was most properly

claimed by the Parliament, on the same giound on which, after the Revolu-

tion, it was enacted, that no king, on pain of forfeiting his throne, should

espouse a Papist. Unless we condemn the statesmen of the Revolution, who
conceived that England could not safely be governed by a sovereign married

to a Catholic queen, we can scarcely condemn the Long Parliament because,

having a sovereign so situated, they thouglit it necessary to place him under
strict restraints. The influence of Henrietta Maria had already been deeply

felt in political affairs. In the regulation of her family, in the education and
marriage of her children, it was still more likely to be felt. There might be
another Catholic queen ;

possibly, a Catholic king. Little as we are disposed

to join in the vulgar clamour on this subject, we think that such an event

ought to be, if possible, averted ; and this could only be done, if Charles
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»-ns to be left on the throne, by placing his domestic arnin(;^menf<; iimior

tlw^ control of Tarliament.

A veto on the appointment of ministers was demanded. But this veto Par-

liament has virtually possessed ever since the Revolution. It is no doubt very

far better that this power of the Legislature should be exercised as it is now
exercised, when any great occasion calls for interference, than that at every

change the Commons should have to signify their approbation or disapproba-

tion in form. But, unless a new family had been placet! on the throne, we
do not see how this power could have been exercised as it is now exercised.

We again repeat, that no restraints which could be imposed on the princes

who reigned aft^r the Resolution could have addetl to the security which their

title afforde<l. They were comi>elleil to court their parliaments. But from

Charles nothing was to be expected which was nut set down in the bond.

It was not stipulated that the King should give up his negative on acts of

Parliament. But the Commons had certainly shown a strong disposition to

exact this security also. " Such a doctrine," says Mr Hallam, " was in this

country as repugnant to the whole history of our laws, as it was incompatible

with the subsistence of the monarchy in any thing more than a nominal pre-

eminence." Now this article has l>een as completely carried into effect by

the Revolution as if it had been formally inserted in the Bill of Rights and

the Act of Settlement. We are suqirised, we confess, that Mr Hallam should

attach so much importance to a prerogative which has not been exercised for a

hundred and thirty years, which probably will never be exercised again, and

which can scarcely, in any conceivable case, be exercisetl for a salutarj- puqiose.

Hut the great security, the security without which every other would have

been insufficient, was the power of the sword. This both parties thoroughly

understood. The Parliament insisted on having the command of the militia

and the direction of the Irish war. " By God, not for an hour !
" exclaimed

the King. " Keep the militia," said theQueen, after the defeat of the royal

party ;
" Keep the militia ; that will bring back every thing." That, by the

old constitution, no militar)- authority was lodged in the Parliament, Mr
Hallam has clearly shown. That it is a species of authority which ought nof

to be permanently Iodge<l in large and divided assemblies, must, we think,

in fairness be conceded. Opposition, publicity, long discussion, frequent

compromise ; these are the characteristics of the proceedings of such assem-

blies. Unity, secrecy, decision, are the qualities which military arrangements

require. There were, therefore, serious objections co the proposition of the

Houses on this subject. But, on the other hand, to trust such a king, at such

a crisis, with the very weapon which, in hands less dangerous, had destroyed

so many free constitutions, would have been the extreme of rashness. The
jealousy with which the oligarchy of Venice and the States of Holland re-

garded their generals and armies induced them perpetually to interfere in

matters of which they were incompetent to judge. This policy secured them

against military usurpation, but placed them under great disadvantages in war.

The uncontrolled power which the King of France exercise<l over his troops

enabled him to conquer his enemies, but enabled him also to oppress his

people. Was there any intermediate course ? None, we confess, altogether

free from objection. But, on the whole, we conceive that the best measure

would have been that which the Parliament over and over proposed, namely,

that for a limited time the power of the sword should be left to the two Houses,

and that it should revert to the Crown when the constitution should be firmly

established, and when the new securities of freedom should be so far strength-

ened by prescription that it would be difficult to employ even a .standing

armv for the purpose of subverting them.

Mr Hallam thinks that the dispute m^ght easily have been compromised,

by enacting that the King should have no power to keep a standing army on
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foot without the consent of Parliament. He reasons as if the question had
been merely theoretical, and as if at that time no anny had been wanted.

"The kingdom," he says, " might have well dispensed, in that age, with any
military organization." Now, we think that Mr Hallam overlooks the most
important circumstance in the whole case. Ireland was actually in rebellion

;

and a great expedition would obviously be necessary to reduce that kingdom
to obedience. The Houses had therefore to consider, not an abstract ques-

tion of law, but an urgent practical question, directly involving the safety of

the state. They had to consider the expediency of immediately giving a great

army to a King who was at least as desirous to put down the Parliament of

England as to conquer the insurgents of Ireland.

Of course we do not mean to defend all the measures of the Houses. Far
from it. There never was a perfect man. It M'ould, therefore, be the height

of absurdity to expect a perfect party or a perfect assembly. For large bodies

are far more likely to err than individuals. The passions are inflamed by
sympathy ; the fear of punishment and the sense of shame are diminished by
partition. Every day we see men do for their faction what they would die

rather than do for themselves.

Scarcely any private quarrel ever happens, in which the right and wrong are

so exquisitely divided that all the right lies on one side, and all thewrong on the

other. But here was a schism which separated a great nation into two parties,

f )f these parties, each was com])osed of many smaller parties. Each contained

many members, who differed far less from their moderate opponents than

from their violent allies. Each reckoned among its .supporters many who
were determined in their choice by some accident of birth, of connection, or

of local situation. Each of them attracted to itself in multitudes those fierce

and turbid spirits, to whom the clouds and whirlwinds of the political hurri-

cane are the atmosphere of life. A party, like a camp, has its sutlers and
camp-followers, as well as its soldiers. In its progress it collects round it 3

vast retinue, composed of people who thrive by its custom or are amused by

its display, who may be sometimes reckoned, in an ostentatious enumera-

tion, as forming a part of it, but who give no aid to its operations, and take

but a languid interest in its success, who relax its discipline and dishonour

its flag by their irregularities, and who, after a disaster, are perfectly ready

to cut the throats and rifle the baggage of their companions.

Thus it is in every great division ; and thus it was in our civil war. On
both sides there was, undoubtedly, enough of crime and enough of error to

disgust any man who did not reflect that the whole history of the species is

made up of little except crimes and errors. Misanthropy is not the temper
which cjualifies a man to act in great affairs, or to judge of them.

"Of the Parliament," says Mr Hallam, " it may be .said, I think, with

not greater severity than truth, that scarce two or three public acts of justice,

humanity, or generosity, and very few of political wisdom or courage, are

recorded of them, from their quarrel with the King, to their expulsion by
Cromwell." Those who may agree with us in the opinion which we have
expressed as to the original demands of the Parliament will scarcely concur

in this strong censure. The propositions which the Houses made at Oxford,

at Uxbridge, and at Newcastle, were in strict accordance with these tlemands.

In the darkest period of the war, they showed no disposition to concede any
vital principle. In the fulness of their success, they showed no disposition to

encroach beyond these limits. In this respect we cannot but think that they

showed justice and generosity, as well as political wisdom and courage.

The Parliament was certainly far from faultless. We fully agree with Mr
Hallam in reprobating their treatment of Laud. For the individual, indeed,

v.e entertain a more unmitigated contempt than for any other character in

our history The fondness with which a portion ol the Chiurcb regards his
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memory, can be compared only to that pcrversily of aflcclion wliich some-

times leads a mother to select the monster or the idiot of the family as the

object of her especial favour. Mr Hallam has incidentally ol>ser^ed, that,

in the correspondence of Laud with Strafford, there are no indications of a

sense of iluty towards C'lod or man. The admirers of the Archbisho]) have,

in consequence, inflicted upon the public a crowd of e.\tracts desi^nicil to

prove the contrary. Now, in all those passages, we see nothing which a

prelate as wicked as Pope Alexander or Cardinal Dubois might not have

written. Those passages indicate no sense of duty to God or man, but

simplv a strong interest in the prosperity and dignity of the order to which

the writer belonged ; an interest which, when kept within certain limits,

does not deser\e censure, but which can never be considered as a virtue.

Laud is an.xious to accommcklate satisfactorily the disputes in the University

of Dublin. He regrets to hear that a church is used as a stable, and that the

l)enefices of Ireland are ver>- poor. He is desirous that, however small a

congregation may be, service should be regularly performed. He expresses

a wish that the judges of the court before which questions of tithe are gener-

ally brought should be selected with a view to the interest of the clergy.

All this may be very proper ; and it may be very proper that an alderman

should stand up for the tolls of his borough, and an East India director for

the charter of his Company. But it is ridiculous to say that these things in-

dicate piety and benevolence. No primate, though he were the most aban-

doned of mankind, could wish to see the body, with the influence of which

his o^vn influence was identical, degraded in the public estimation by internal

dissensions, by the ruinous state of its edifices, and by the slovenly perform-

ance of its rites. We willingly acknowledge that the particular letters in

question have very little harm in them ; a compliment which cannot often be

paid either to the writings or to the actions of Laud.

Bad as the Archbishop was, however, he was not a traitor within the

statute. Nor was he by any means so formidable as to be a proper subject

for a retrospective ordinance of the Legislature. His mind had not expansion

enough to comprehend a great scheme, good or bad. His oppressive acts

were not, like those of the Earl of Strafford, parts of an extensive system.

They were the luxuries in which a mean and irritable disposition indulges

itself from day to day, the excesses natural to a little mind in a great place.

The severest punishment which the two Houses could have inflicted on him

would have been to set him at liberty and send him to Oxford. There he

might have staid, tortured by his own diabolical temper, hungering for Puri-

tans to pillory and mangle, plaguing the Cavaliers, for want of somebody else

to plague, with his peevishness and absurdity, performing grimaces and antics

in the cathedral, continuing that incomparable diary, which we never see

without forgetting the vices of his heart in the imbecility of his intellect,

minuting down his dreams, counting the drops of blood which fell from his

nose, watching the direction of the salt, and listening for the note of the

screech-owls. Contemptuous mercy wxs the only vengeance which it became

the Parliament to take on such a ridiculous old bigot.

The Houses, it must Ije acknowledged, committed great errors in the con-

duct of the war, or rather one great error, which brought their affairs into a

condition requiring the most perilous expedients. l"he parliamentary leaders

of what may be adled the first generation, Essex, Manchestrr, Northumber-

land, HoUis, even Pym, all the most eminent men, in short, Hampden ex-

cepted, were inclined to half measures. They dreaded a decisive victory

almost as much as a decisive overthrow. They wished to bring the King into

a situation which might render it necessary for him to grant their just and

wise demands, but not to subvert the constitution or to change the dynasty.

I hey were afraid of serving llie purjoses of those fierce and delennin«d
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enemies of monarchy, who now l)egan to show themselves in the lower ranks
of the party. The war was, therefore, conducted in a languid and inefficient

manner. A resolute leader might have brought it to a close in a month. At
the end of three campaigns, however, the event was still dubious ; and that it

had not been decidedly unfavourable to the cause of liberty was principally

owing to the skill and energy which the more violent Roundheads had dis-

played in subordinate situations. The conduct of Fairfax and Cromwell at

Marston had exhibited a remarkable contrast to that of Essex at Edgehill,

and to that of Waller at Lansdo\vne.

If there be any truth established by the universal experience of nations, it

is this, that to carry the spirit of peace into war is a weak and cruel policy.

The time for negotiation is the time for deliberation and delay. But when an
extreme case calls for that remedy which is in its own nature most violent,

and which, in such cases, is a remedy only because it is violent, it is idle to

think of mitigating and diluting. Languid war can do nothing which nego-

tiation or submission will not do better : and to act on any other principle

is, not to save blood and money, but to squander them.

This the parliamentary leaders found. The third year of hostilities was
drawing to a close ; and they had not conquered the King. They had not

obtained even those advantages which they had expected from a policy ob-

viously erroneous in a military point of view. They had wished to husband
their resources. They now found that, in enterprises like theirs, parsimony
is the worst profusion. They had hoped to effect a reconciliation. The
event taught them that the best way to conciliate is to bring the work of de-

struction to a speedy termination. By their moderation many lives and much
property had been wasted. The angry passions which, if the contest had
been short, would have died away almost as soon as they appeared, had fixed

themselves in the form of deep and lasting hatred. A military caste had
grown up. Those who had been induced to take up arms by the patriotic

feelings of citizens had begun to entertain the professional feelings of soldiers.

Above all, the leaders of the party had forfeited its confidence. If they had,

by their valour and abilities, gained a complete victory, their influence might
have been sufficient to prevent their associates from abusing it. It was now
necessary to choose more resolute and uncompromising commanders. Un-
happily the illustrious man who alone united in himself all the talents and
virtues which the crisis required, who alone could have saved his country from
the present dangers without plunging her into others, who alone could have
united all the friends of liberty in obedience to his commanding genius and
his venerable name, was no more. Something might still be done. The
Houses might still avert that worst of all evils, the triumphant return of an
imperious and unj^rincipled master. They might still preserve London from
all the horrors of rapine, massacre, and lust. But their hopes of a victory as

spotless as their cause, of a reconciliation which might knit together the hearts

of all honest Englishmen for the defence of the pul)lic good, of durable tran-

quillity, of temperate freedom, were buried in the grave of Hampden.
The self-denying ordinance was passed, and the aimy was remodelled.

These measures were undoubtedly full of danger. But all that was left to the

Parliament was to take the less of two dangers. And we think that, even if

they could have accurately foreseen all that followed, their decision ought to

have been the same. Under any circumstances, we should have preferred

Cromwell to Charles. But there could be no comparison between Cromwell
and Charles victorious, Charles restored, Charles enabled to feed fat all the

lumgry grudges of his smiling rancour and his cringing pride. The next visit

of his Majesty to his faithful Commons would have been more serious than

that with which he last honoured them ; more serious than that which their

own General paid them some years after The King would scarce have been
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content with praying that the Lord would deliver him from Vane, or with

pulling Marten by the cloak. If, by fatal mi^imanagement, nothing was left

to England but a choice of tyrants, the last tyrant whom she should have

chosen wxs Charles.

From the apprehension of this worst evil the Houses were soon delivered

by their new leaders. Tlie armies of Charles were every where routed, his

fastnesses stormed, his party humbled and subjugated. The King himself

fell into the hands of the Parliament ; and both the King and the Parliament

soon fell into the hands of the anny. The fate of both the captives was the

same. Both were treated alternately with respect and with insult. At length

the natural life of one, and the political life of the other, were terminated

by violence ; and the power for which both had struggled was united in a

single hand. Men naturally .sympathize with the calamities of individuals
;

but they arc inclined to look on a fallen party with contempt rather than with

pity. Thus misfortune turned the greatest of Parliaments into the despised

Rump, and the worst of Kings into the Blessed Martyr.

Mr Hallam decidedly condemns the execution of Charles ; and in all that

he says on that subject we heartily agree. We fully concur with him in think-

ing that a great social schism, such as the civil war, is not to be confounded

with an onlinary treason, and that the vanquished ought to be treated accord-

ing to the rules, not of municipal, Imt of international law. In this case the

distinction is of the less importance, because both international anfl municipal

law were in favour of Charles. He was a prisoner of war by the former, a

King by the latter. By neither was he a traitor. If he had been successful,

and had put his leading opponents to death, he would have desen'ed severe

censure; and this without reference to the justice or injustice of his cause.

Yet the opponents of Charles, it must be admitted, were technically guilty of

treason. lie might have sent them to the scaffold without violating any esta-

blished principle of jurispnulence. He would not have been compelled to

overturn the whole constitution in order to reach them. Here his own ca.sc

differed widely from theirs. Not only was his condemnation in itself a mea-
sure which only the strongest necessity could vindicate ; but it could not be

procured without taking several previous steps, every one of which would have

required the strongest necessity to vindicate it. It could not be procured with-

out dissolving the government by military force, without establishing prece-

dents of the most dangerous description, without creating difficulties which
the next ten years were spent in removing, without pulling down institutions

which it soon became necessarj' to reconstruct, and setting up others which
almost every man was soon impatient to destroy. It was necessary to strike

the House of Lords out of the constitution, to e.xclude members of the House
of Conmions by force, to make a new crime, a new tribunal, a new mode of

!)rocedure. The whole legislative and judicial .systems were trampled down
or the purpose of taking a single head. Not only those parts of the consti-

tution w^ich the republicans were desirous to destroy, but those which they

wished to retain and exalt, were deeply injured by these transactions. High
Courts of Justice began to usurp the functions of juries. The remaining de-

legates of the people were soon driven from their seats by the same military

violence which had enabled them to exclude their colleagues.

If Charles had been the last of his line, there would have been an intelli-

gible reason for putting him to death. But the blow which terminated his

life at once transferred the allegiance of every Royalist to an heir, and an

heir who was at liberty. To kill the individual wa.s, vuidcr Buch circum-

stances, not to destroy, but to release the King.
We detest the character of Charles ; but a man ought not to be removed

by a law ex post facto, even constitutionally procured, merely because he is

detestable. He must also be verv dangerous. We can scarcely conceive



8o HALLAM'S CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY.

that any danger wliich a state can apprehend from any individual could jus-

tify the violent measures which were necessary to procure a sentence against

Charles. But in fact the danger amounted to nothing. There was indeed

danger from the attachment of a large party to his office. But this danger

liis execution only increased. His personal influence was little indeed. He
liad lost the confidence of every party. Churchmen, Catholics, Presbyterians,

Independents, his enemies, his friends, his tools, English, Scotch, Irish, all

divisions and subdivisions of his people had been deceived by him. His

most attached councillors turned away with shame and anginsh from his false

and hollow policy, plot intertwined with plot, mine sprung beneath mine,

agents disowned, promises evaded, one pledge given in private, another in

public. "Oh, Mr Secretary," says Clarendon, in a letter to Nicholas,

"those stratagems have given me more sad hours than all the misfortunes

in war which have befallen the King, and look like the effects of God's

anger towards us."

The abilities of Charles were not formidable. His taste in the fine arts

was indeed exquisite ; and few modem sovereigns have written or spoken

better. But he was not fit for active life. In negotiation he was always

trying to dupe others, and duping only himself. As a soldier, he was feeble,

dilatory, and miserably wanting, not in personal courage, but in the presence

of mind which his station required. His delay at Gloucester saved the par-

liamentary party from destruction. At Naseby, in the very crisis of his

fortune, his want of self-possession spread a fatal panic through his araiy.

The story which Clarendon tells of that affair reminds us of the excuses by

which Bessus and Bobadil explain their cudgellings. A Scotch nobleman,

it seems, begged the King not to run upon his death, took hold of his bridle,

and turned his horse round. No man who had much value for his life would

have tried to perform the same friendly office on that day for Oliver Cromwell.

One thing, and one alone, could make Charles dangerous,—a violent death.

His tyranny could not break the high spirit of the English people. His arms

could not conquer, his arts could not deceive them ; but his humiliation and

his execution melted them into a generous compassion. Men who die on a

scaffold for political offences almost always die well. The eyes of thousands

are fixed upon them. Enemies and admirers are watching their demeanour.

Every tone of voice, every change of colour, is to go down to posterity.

Escape is impossible. Supplication is vain. In such a situation, pride and

despair have often been known to nerve the weakest minds with fortitude

adequate to the occasion. Charles died patiently and bravely : not more
patiently or bravely, indeed, than many other victims of jwlitical rage ; not

more patiently or bravely than his own Judges, who were not only killed,

but tortured; or than Vane, who had always been considered as a timid man.

However, the King's conduct during his trial and at his execution made a

prodigious impression. His subjects began to love his memory as heartily

as they had hated his person ; and posterity has estimated his character from

his death rather than from his life. .

*

To represent Charles as a martyr in the cause of Episcopacy is absurd.

Those who put him to death cared as little for the Assembly of Divines as

for the Convocation, and would, in all probability, only have hated him the

more if he had agreed to set up the Presbyterian discipline. Indeed, in spite

of the opinion of Mr Hallam, we are inclined to think that the attachment

of Charles to the Church of England was altogether political. Human
nature is, we admit, so capricious that there may be a single sensitive point

ill a conscience which every where else is callous. A man without trath or

humanity may have some strange scniples about a trifle. There was one

devout warrior in the royal camp whose piety bore a great resemblance to

that which is ascribed to the Kinc. We mean Colonel Turner. That
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^•allant Cavalier was hanged, after the Restoration, for a flagitious burglary.

At the gallows he told the crowd that his mind received great consolation

from one reflection : he had always taken ofl" his hat when he went into a

church. The character of Charles would scarcely rise in our estimation, if

we believed that he was pricked in conscience after the manner of this worthy
' lyalist, and that, while violating all the first rules of Christian morality, he

IS sincerely scrupulous alxjut church-government. But we acquit him of

iich weakness. In 1641, he deliberately confirmed the Scotch Declaration

which statetl that the government of the church by archbishops and bisiiops

was contrary to tiie word of (lod. In 1645, he ajipcars to have oflercd tu set

up rojiery in Ireland. That a King who had established the Presbyterian

religion in one kingdom, and who was willing to establish the Catholic reli-

gion in anotiier, should have insunnountabie scrxiples about the ecclesiastical

constitution of the third, is altogetiier incredible. He himself says in his

letters that he looks on Kpiscopacy as a stronger support of monarchical
power than even the army. From causes which we have already considered,

the tstablished Church had been, since the Reformation, the great bulwark
of the prerogative. Charles wished, therefore, to preserve it. He thought
himself necessary both to the Parliament and to the army. He did not fore-

see, till too late, that, by paltering with the Presbyterians, he .should put
lx>th them and himself into the power of a fiercer and more daring party.

If he had foreseen it, we suspect that the royal blood which still cries to

Heaven, every thirtieth of January-, for judgments only to be averted bysalt-

hsh and egg-sauce, would never have been shed. One who had swallowed
the Scotch Declaration would scarcely strain at the Covenant.
The death of Charles and the strong measures which led to it raised Crom-

well to a height of power fatal to the infant Commonwealth. No men occupy
so splendid a place in history as those who have founded monarchies on the

ruins of republican institutions. Their glor)-, if not of the purest, is assuredly

of the most seductive and dazzling kind. In nations broken to the curb, in

nations long accustomed to be transferred from one tyrant to another, a man
without eminent qualities may easily gain supreme power. Tlie defection

of a troop of guards, a conspiracy of eunuchs, a popular tumult, might place

an indolent senator or a brutal soldier on the throne of the Roman world.

Similar revolutions have often occurred in the despotic states of Asia. But
a community which has heard the voice of truth and experienced the plea-

sures of liberty, in which the merits of statesmen and of systems are freely

canvxssed, in which ol^edience is paid, not to persons, but to laws, in which
aiagistrates are regarded, not as the lords, but as the servants of ihe public,

in which the excitement of a party is a necessary of life, in which political

warfare is reducetl to a system of tactics ; such a community is not easily

reduced to servitude. Beasts of l)urden may easily be managed by a new
master. But will the wild ass submit to the bonds ? Will tlie unicorn serve

and abide by the crib? Will ieviathan hold out his nostrils to the hook?
The mythological conqueror of the East, whose enchantments reduced wild

beasts to the tamene.ss of domestic cattle, and who harnessed lions and tigers

to hLs chariot, is but an imperfect type of those extraordinary minds which
have thrown a spell on the fierce spirits of nations unaccustomed to control,

and have comp>elled raging factions to obey their reins and swell their

triumph. The enterprise, be it good or bad, is one which requires a truly

great man. It demands courage, activity, energy, wisdom, firmness, con-

spicuous virtues, or vices so splendid and alluring as to resemble virtues.

Those who have succeeded in this arduous undertaking form a very small

and a very remarkable class. Parents of tyranny, heirs of freedom, kings

among citizens, citizens among kings, they unite in themselves the charac-

teristics of the system which sprmgs from them, and those of Uie system
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from which they have sprung. Their reigns shine with a double light, the

last and dearest rays of departing freedom mingled with the first and brightest

glories of empire in its dawn. The high qualities of such a prince lend to

despotism itself a charm drawn from the liberty under which they were
formed, and which they have destroyed. He resembles an European who
settles within the Tropics, and carries thither the strength and the energetic

habits acquired in regions more propitious to the constitution. He differs

as widely from princes nursed in the purple of imperial cradles, as the com-
panions of Gama from their dwarfish and imbecile progeny, which, bom in

a climate unfavourable to its growth and beauty, degenerates more and more,
at every descent, from the qualities of the original conquerors.

In this class three men stand pre-eminent, Cffisar, Cromwell, and Bona-
parte. The highest place in this remarkable triumvirate belongs undoul)t-

edly to Csesar. He united the talents of Bonaparte to those of Cromwell
;

and he possessed also, what neither Cromwell nor Bonaparte possessed,

learning, taste, wit, eloquence, the sentiments and the manners of an accom-
plished gentleman.

Between Cromwell and Napoleon Mr Hallam has instituted a parallel,

scarcely less ingenious than that which Burke has drawn between Richard
Cceur de Lion and Charles the Twelfth of Sweden. In this parallel, how-
ever, and indeed throughout his work, we think that he hardly gives Crom-
well fair measure. "Cromwell," says he, " far unlike his antitype, never
showed any signs of a legislative mind, or any desire to place his renott^l on
that noblest basis, the amelioration of social institutions." The difference

in this respect, we conceive, was not in the character of the men, but in ihe

character of the revolutions by means of which they rose to power. The
civil M'ar in England had been undertaken to defend and restore ; the re-

publicans of France set themselves to destroy. In England, the principles

of the common law had never been disturbed, and most even of its forms
had been held sacred. In France, the law and its ministers had lx!en swept
away together. In France, therefore, legislation necessarily became the first

business of the first settled government which rose on the ruins of the old

system. The admirers of Inigo Jones have always maintained that his works
are inferior to those of Sir Christopher Wren, only because the great fire of

London gave Wren such a field for the display of his powers as no architect

in the history of the world ever possessed. Similar allowance nnist be made
for Cromwell. If he erected little that was new, it was because there had
been no general devastation to clear a space for him. As it was, he refonned
the representative system in a most judicious manner. He rendered the

administration of justice uniform throughout the island. We will quote u

passage from his speech to the Parliament in September, 1656, which con-

tains, we think, simple and rude as the diction is, stronger indications of a
legislative mind, than are to be found in the whole range of orations de-

livered on such occasions before or since.
" There is one general grievance in the nation. It is the law. I think,

I may say it, I have as eminent judges in this land as have been had, or that

the nation has had for these many years. Truly, I could be particular as to

the executive part, to the administration ; but that would trouble you. But
the truth of it is, there are wicked and abominable laws that will be in your
power to alter. To hang a man for sixpence, threepence, I know not what,
— to hang for a trifle, and pardon murder, is in the ministration of the law
through the ill framing of it. I have known in my experience abominable
murders quitted ; and to see men lose their lives for petty matters ! This is

a thing that God will reckon for ; and I wish it may not lie upon this nation

a tlay longer than you have an opportunity to give a remedy ; and I hope I

shall cheerfully join with you in it."
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Mr Ilallam tnily siiys tlial, tliough it is impossible lo rank Cromwell with

Napoleon as a general, yet "his exploits were as much aiiovc the level of

his coiiteaiporaries, and more the effects of an original unciJiicalecl capacity."

Bonaparte was trained in the best military schools ; the aniiy whicli he led

to Italy was one of the hnest that ever existed. Cromwell jtasscd his youth
and the prime of his manhood in a civil situation, lie never looked on war
till he w;is more than forty years old. lie had fust to form himself, and then

to form his troops. Out of raw levies he created an army, the bravest and
the l>est disciplined, tlie most orderly in peace, and the most terrible in war,

tliat Europe had seen. He called this body into existence. He led it to con-

quest. He never fought a battle without gaining it. He never gained a battle

without annihilating the force opposed to him. Yet his victories were not
the highest glory of his military system. The respect which his troops paid
to property, their attachment to the laws and religion of their country, their

submission to the civil power, their temperance, their intelligence, their in-

dustry, are without parallel. It was after the Restoration that the spirit

which their great leader had infused into them was most signally displayed.

At the command of the established government, an established government
which had no means of enforcing obedience, fifty thousand soldiers, w hose
backs no enemy had ever seen, eillier in domestic or in continental war, laid

down their arms, and retired into the mass of the people, thenceforward to be
ilistinguished only by superior diligence, sobriety, anil regularity in the pursuits

of peace, from the other members of the community wliith they had saved.

In the general s]iirit and character of his administration, we think Crom-
well far superior to Napoleon. " In civil government," says Mr llallani,

" there can be no adequate parallel between one who had sucked only the

dregs of a besotted fanaticism, and one to whom the stores of reason and
philosophy were open. " These expressions, it seems to us, convey the highest

eulogiiim on our great countryman. Reason and philosophy did not teach

the conqueror of Europe to command his passions, or to pursue, as a first

object, the happiness of his people. They did not prevent him from risking

his fame and his power in a frantic contest against the principles of human
nature and the laws of the physical world, against the rage of the winter and
the liberty of the sea. They did not exempt him from the influence of that

most pernicious of superstitions, a presumptuous fatalism. They did not pre-

serve him from the inebriation of prosperity, or restrain him from indecent

querulousness in adversity. On the other hand, the fanaticism of Cromwell
never urged him on impracticable undertakings, or confused his perception

of the public good. Our countryman, inferior to Bonaparte in invention,

wxs far superior to him in wisdom. The Erench Emperor is among con-

querors what Voltaire is among writers, a miraculous child. His splendid

genius wxs frequently clouded by fits of humour as absurdly perverse as those

of the pet of the nursery, who ([uarrels with his food, and dashes his play-

things to pieces. Cromwell was emphatically a man. " He possessed, in

an eminent degree, that masculine and full-grown robustness of mind, that

equally diffused intellectual health, which, if our national partiality does not

mislead us, has peculiarly characterised the great men of England. Never was
any ruler so consiiicuuusly bom for sovereignty. The cup which has intoxi-

cate<l almost all others sobered him. His spirit, restless from its own buoyancy
in a lower sphere, reposed in majestic placidity as soon as it hail reached the

level congenial to it. He had nothing in common with that large class of

men who distinguish themselves in subordinate posts, and whose incapacity

liecomes obvious as soon as the public voice summons them to take the lead.

Rapidly as his fortunes grew, his mind expanded more rapidly slill. Insig-

nificant as a private citizen, he was a great general ; he was a still greater

prince. Napoleon had a theatrical manner, in which the coarseness of a
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revolutionary guard-room was lileuded witli the ceremony of the old Court
of Versailles. Cromwell, by the confession even of his enemies, exhibited
in his demeanour the simple and natural nobleness of a man neither ashamed
of his origin nor vain of his elevation, of a man who had found his proper
place in society, and who felt secure that he was competent to fill it. Easy,
even to familiarity, where his own dignity was concerned, he was punctilious
only for his countiy. His own character he left to take care of itself ; he left
it to be defended by his victories in war, and his refonns in peace. But he
was a jealous and implacable guardian of the public honour. He suffered a
crazy Quaker to insult him in the gallery of Wliitehall, and revenged him-
self only by liberating him and giving him a dinner. But he was prepared
to risk the chances of war to avenge the blood of a private Englishman.
No sovereign ever carried to the throne so large a portion of the best

qualities of the middling orders, so strong a sympathy with the feelings and
interests of his people. He was sometimes driven to arbitrary measures

;

but he had a high, stout, honest, English heart. Hence it was that he loved
to surround his throne with such men as Hale and Blake. Hence it was
that he allowed so large a share of political liberty to his subjects, and that,
even when an opposition dangerous to his power and to his person almost
compelled him to govern by the sword, he was still anxious to leave a germ
from which, at a more favourable season, free institutions might spring. We
firmly believe that, if his first Parliament had not commenced its debates by
disputing his title, his government would have been as mild at home as it

was energetic and able abroad. He v/as a soldier ; he had risen by war.
Had his ambition been of an impure or selfish kind, it would have been easv
for him to plunge his countiy into continental hostilities on a large scale, and
to dazzle the restless factions which he ruled, by the splendour of his vic-
tories. Some of his enemies have sneeringly remarked, that in the successes
obtained under his administration he had no personal share ; as if a man
who had raised himself from obscurity to empire solely by his military talents
could have any unworthy reason for shrinking from military enteqjrise. This
re])roach is his highest glory. In the success of the English navy he could
have no selfish interest. Its triumphs added nothing to his fame ; its in-

crease added nothing to his means of overawing his enemies ; its great leader
was not his friend. Yet he took a peculiar pleasure in encouraging that noble
service which, of all the instruments employed by an English government,
is the most impotent for mischief, and the most powerful for good. His ad-
ministration was glorious, but with no vulgar glory. It was not one of those
periods of overstrained and convulsive exerticm which necessarily produce
debility and languor. Its energy was natural, healthful, temperate. He
placed England at the head of the Protestant interest, and in the first rank
of Christian powers. He taught every nation to value her friendship and to
dread her enmity. But he did not squander her resources in a vain attempt
to invest her with that supremacy which no power, in the modem system of
Europe, can safely affect, or can long retain.

This noble and sober wisdom had its reward. If he did not carry the
banners of the Commonwealth in triumph to distant capitals, if he did not
adorn \Vhitehall with the spoils of the Stadthouse and the Louvre, if he did
not portion out Planders and Germany into principalities for his kinsmen and
his generals, he did not, on the other hand, see his country overrun by the
armies of nations which his ambition had provoked. He did not drag out
the last years of his life an exile and a prisoner, in an unhealthy climate and
under an ungenerous gaoler, raging with the impotent desire of vengeance,
and brooding over visions of departed glory. He went down to his grave in

the fulness of power and fame ; and he left to his son an authority which any
man of ordinaiy firmness and prudence would have retained.
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But for the weakness of that foolish Ishboshelh, the opinions which we
have been expressing would, we believe, now have formed the orthixlox crcc<l

of go<xl Knglishmen. We might now be writing under the government of

his Highness Oliver the Fifth or Richard the Fourth, Protector, by the Grace

of God, of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the

dominions thereto belonging. The form of the great founder of the dynasty,

on horseback, as when he le<l the charge at Naseby, or on foot, as when he

took the mace from the table of the Commons, would adorn our squares and

overlook our public offices from Charing-Cross ; and sermons in his praise

would be duly preached on his lucky day, the third of September, by court-

chaplains, guiltless of the abomination of the surplice.

But, though his memor)* has not been taken under the patronage of any

party, though every device has been used to blacken it, though to praise him
would long have been a punishable crime, truth and merit at last prevail.

Cowards who had trembled at the very sound of his name, tools of office who,

like Downing, had been proud of the honour of lacqueying his coach, might

in>ult him in loyal speeches and addresses. Venal poets might transfer to

the King the same eulogies, little the worse for wear, which they had bestowed

on the Protector. A fickle multitude might crowd to shout and scoff round

the gibbeted remains of the greatest Prince and Soldier of the age. But when
the Dutch cannon startled an effeminate tyrant in his own palace, when the

conquests which had l>een won by the armies of Cromwell were sold to pamper
the harlots of Charles, when Englishmen were sent to fight under foreign

banners, against the independence of Europe and the Protestant religion,

manv honest hearts swelled in secret at the thought of one who had never

suffered his country to be ill used by any but himself. It must indeed have

been difficult for any Englishman to see the salaried Viceroy of France, at

the most important crisis of his fate, sauntering through his haram, yawning

antl talking nonsense over a dispatch, or beslobbering his brother and his

courtiers in a fit of maudhn affection, without a respectful and tender remem-
brance of him before whose genius the young pride of Louis and the veteran

craft of Mazarine had stood rebuked, who had humbled Spain on the land

and Holland on the sea, and whose imperial voice had arrested the sails of

the Libyan pirates and the persecuting fires of Rome. Even to the present

day his character, though constantly attacked, and scarcely ever defended, is

popular with the great body of our countrymen.

The most blameable act of his life wxs the execution of Charies. We have

already strongly condemned that proceeding ; but we by no means consider

it as one which attaches any peculiar stigma of infamy to the names of those

who participated in it. It was an unjust and injudicious display of violent

party spirit ; but it was not a cruel or perfidious measure. It had all those

features which distinguish the errors of magnanimous and intrepid spirits

from base and malignant crimes.

From the moment that Cromwell is dead and buried, we go on in almost

perfect harmony with Mr Hallam to the end of his book. The times which

followed the Restoration peculiarly require thar unsparing impartiality which

is his most distinguishing virtue. No part of our history, during the last

three centuries, presents a spectacle of such general dreariness. The whole

breed of our statesmen seems to have degenerated ; and their moral and intel-

lectual littleness strikes us with the more disgust, because we see it placed in

immediate contrast with the high and majestic qualities of the race which they

succeeded. In the great civil war, even the bad cause had been rendere<l

respectable and amiable by the purity and elevation of mind which many of

its friends displayed. Under Charles the Second, the best and noblest of

ends was disgraced by means the most cruel and sordid. The rage of faction

succeeded to the love of liberty. Loyalty died away into servility. We lock
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ill vail, among the leading politicians of either side for steadiness of principle,

or even for that vulgar fidelity to party which, in our time, it is esteemed in-

famous to violate. 'I'he inconsistency, perfidy, and baseness, which the leaders

constantly practised, which their followers defended, and which the great

body of the people regarded, as it seems, with little disapprobation, appear
in the present age almost incredible. In the age of Charles the First, they

would, we believe, have excited as much astonishment.

Man, however, is always the sume. And when so marked a difference

appears between two generations, it is certain that the solution may be found
in their respective circumstances. The principal statesmen of the reign of

Charles the Second were trained during the civil war, and the revolutions

which followed it. Such a period is eminently favourable to the growth of

quick and active talents. It forms a class of men, shrewd, vigilant, inven-

tive ; of men whose dexterity triumphs over the most perplexing combinations
of circumstances, whose presaging instinct no sign of the times can elude.

But it is an unpropitious season for the firm and masculine virtues. The
statesman who enters on his career at such a time, can form no permanent
connections, can make no accurate observations on the higher parts of poli-

tical science. Before he can attach himself to a party, it is scattered. Before

he can study the nature of a government, it is overturned. The oath of ab-

juration comes close on the oath of allegiance. The association which was
subscribed yesterday is burned by the hangman to-day. In the midst of the

constant eddy and change, self-preservation becomes the first object of the

adventurer. It is a task too hard for the strongest head to keep itself from

becoming giddy in the eternal whirl. Public spirit is out of the question. A
laxity of principle, without which no public man can be eminent or even safe,

becomes too common to be scandalous ; and the whole nation looks coolly on
instances of apostasy which would startle the foulest turncoat of more settled

times.

The history of France since the Revolution affords some striking illustrations

"of these remarks. The same man was a servant of the Republic, of Bonaparte,

of Lewis the Eighteenth, of Bonaparte again after his return from Elba, of

Lewis again after his return from Ghent. Yet all these manifold treasons by
no means seemed to destroy his influence, or even to fix any peculiar stain of

infamy on his character. We, to be sure, did not know what to make of him
;

but his countiymen did not seem to be shocked ; and in truth they had little

right to be shocked : for there was scarcely one Frenchman distinguished in

the state or in the army, who had not, according to the best of his talents and
opportunities, emulated the example. It was natural, too, that this should be
the case. The rapidity and violence with which change followed change in

the affairs of France towards the close of the last century had taken away
the reproach of incon^stency, unfixed the principles of public men, and pro-

duced in many minds a general scepticism and indifTerence about principles

of government.
No Englishman who has studied attentively the reign of Charles the Second

will think himself entitled to indulge in any feelings of national superiority

over the Dictionnaii-edes Giroueltes. Shaftesbury was surely a far less respect-

able man than Talleyrand ; and it would be injustice even to Fouche to com-
pare him with Lauderdale. Nothing, indeed, can more clearly show how
low the standard o'" political morality had fallen in this country than the for-

tunes of the two British statesmen whom we have named. The government
wanted a ruffian to carry on the most atrocious system of misgovernment with

which any nation was ever cursed, to extirpate Presbyterianism by fire and
sword, by the drown-.-g of women, by the frightful torture of the boot. And
they fountl him among the chiefs of the rebellion and the subscribers of the

Covenant. The opposition looked for a chief to head them in the mostdes-
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perate attacks ever made, under the forms of llie Constitution, on any Engli.sh

aduunibtraiion : and ihcy selected the minister who hail the deepest share in

the wor>il acts of the Court, the soul of the Cabal, the counsellor who hat! shut

up the Exchequer and urged ou the Dutch war. The whole political drama
was of t)ie same cast. No unity of plan, no decent propriety of character and
costume, could be found in that wild and monstrous harlequinade. 1 he w hole

was made up of extravagant transformations and burlesque contrasts ; Atheists

turned Puritans ; Puritans turned Atheists ; republicans defending the divine

right of kings ;
prostitute courtiers clamouring for tlie liberties of the peoi)le :

judges intlaraing the rage of mobs ;
patriots pocketing bribes from foreign

powers ; a I'opisli prince torturing Presbyterians into Episcopacy in one part

of the island ; Presbyterians cutting off the heads of Popish noblemen and
gentlemen in the other. Public opinion has its natural flux and reflux. After

a violent burst, there is connnonly a reaction. But vicissitudes so extraor-

dinary as those which mark the reign of Charles the Second can only be ex-

plained by supposing an utter want of principle in the political world. On
neither side was there fidelity enougli to face a reverse. Those honourable
retreats from power which, in later days, parties have often made, with loss,

but still in good order, \x\ firm tinion, with unbroken spirit and fonnidable

means of annoyatice, were utterly unknow n. As soon as a check took place

a total route follow ed : arms and colours were thrown away.. The vanquished
tnx)ps, Uke the Italian mercenaries of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,

enlisted, on the very tield of batile, in the ser\'ice of the conquerors. In a

nation proud of its sturdy justice and plain good .sense, no party could be found
to take a firm middle stand between the worst of oppositions and the worst of

courts. When, on chargesas wild as Mother Goose s tales, on the testimony of

wretches who proclaimed tliemselves to be spies and traitors, and w hom every-

body now believes to have been also liars and murderers, the ofial of gaols and
brothels, the leavings of the hangman's whip and shears. Catholics guilty of

nothing but their religion were led like sheep to the Protestant shambles,

where were the loyal Tory gentry and the passively obedient clerg}- ? And
where, when the time of retribution came, w hen laws were strained and juries

packed to destroy the leaders of tlie Whigs, when charters were invaded,

when Jefferies and Kirke were making Somersetshire what Lauderdale and
Graham had made Scotland, where were the ten thousand brisk boys of

Shaftesbury, the members of ignoramus juries, the wearers of the Polish medal ?

All-powerful to destroy others, unable to save themselves, the members of the

two parties oppressed and were oppressed, murdered and were murdered, in

their turn. No lucid interval occurred between the frantic paroxysms of two
contradictory illusions.

To the frequent changes of the government during the twenty years which
had preceded the Restoration, this unsteadiness is in a great measure to be
attributed. Other causes had also been at work. Even if the country had
l)een governed by the house of Cromwell or by the remains of the Long Parha-
ment, the extreme austerity of the Puritans would necessarily have produced
a revulsion. Towards the close of the Protectorate many signs indicated that

a time of license was at hand. But the restoration of Charles the -Second

rendered the change wonderfully rapid and violent. Profligacy became a
test of orthodoxy and loyalty, a qualification for rank and office. A deep and
;,'eneral taint infected the morals of the most influential classes, and spread
ticlf through every province of letters. Poetry inflamed the passions

; philo-

-uphy undermined the principles ; divinity it.-elf, inculcating an abject rever-

ence for the Court, gave additional cfl'ect to the licentious example of the

(,'ourt. We look in vain for those qualities which lend a charm to the errors

of high and ardent natures, for the generosity, the tentlerness, the chivalrous

delicacy, which ennoble appetites into passions, and impart to vice itself a
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portion of the majesty of virtue. The excesses of that age remind us of the

humours of a gang of footpads, revelling with their favourite beauties at a

flash-house. In the fashionable libertinism there is a hard, cold ferocity, an
impudence, a lowness, a dirtiness, which can be paralleled only among the

heroes and heroines of that filthy and heartless literature which encouraged it.

One nobleman of great abilities wanders about as a Merry-Andrew. Another
harangues the mob stark naked from a window. A third lays an ambush to

cudgel a man who has offended him. A knot of gentlemen of high rank and
influence combineto push their fortunes at court by circulating stories intended

to ruin an innocent girl, stories which had no foundation, and which, if they

had been true, would never have passed the lips of a man of honour. A dead
child is found in the palace, the offspring of some maid of honour by some
courtier, or perhaps by Charles himself. The whole flight of pandars and buf-

foons pounce upon it, and carry it in triumph to the royal laboratory, where
his Majesty, after a brutal jest, dissects it for the amusement of the assembly,

and probably of its father among the rest. The favourite Duchess stamps
about Whitehall, cursing and swearing. The Ministers employ their time at

the council-board in making mouths at each other and taking off each other's

gestures for the amusement of the King. The Peers at a conference begin to

pommel each other and to tear collars and periwigs. A speaker in the House
of Commons gives offence to the Court. He is waylaid by a gang of bullies,

and his nose is cut to the bone. This ignominious dissoluteness, or rather, if

we may venture to designate it by the only proper word, lilackguardism of

feeling and manners, could not but spread from private to public life. The
cynical sneers, the epicurean sophistry, which had driven honour and virtue

from one part of the character, extended their influence over every other. The
second generation of the statesmen of this reign were worthy pupils of the

schools in which they had been trained, of the gaming-table of Grammont, and
the tiring-room. of Nell. In no other age could such a trifler as Buckingham have
exercised any political influence. In no other age could the path to power and
glory have been thrown open to the manifold infamies of Churchill.

The history of Churchill shows, more clearly perhaps than that of any

other individual, the malignity and extent of the corruption which had eaten

into the heart of the public morality. An English gentleman of good family

attaches himself to a Prince who has seduced his sister, and accepts rank and

wealth as the price of her shame and his own. He then repays by ingrati-

tude the benefits which he has purchased by ignominy, betrays his patron in

a manner which the best cause cannot excuse, and commits an act, not only

of private treachery, but of distinct military desertion. To his conduct at

the crisis of the fate of James, no service in modem times has, as far as we
remember, furnished any parallel. The conduct of Ney, scandalous enough

no doubt, is the very fastidiousness of honour in comparison of it. The per-

fidy of Arnold approaches it most nearly. In our age and country no talents,

no services, no party attachments, coul 1 bear any man up under such moun-
tains of infamy. Yet, even before Churchill had performed those great actions

which in some degree redeem his character with posterity, the load lay very

lightly on him. He had others in abundance to keep him in CQuntenance.

(iodolphin, Orford, Danby, the trimmer Halifax, the renegade Sunderland,

were all men of the same class.

Where such was the political morality of the noble and the wealthy, it may
easily be conceived that those professions which, even in the best times, are

peculiarly liable to corruption, were in a frightful state. Such a bench and

.such a bar England has never seen. Jones, Scroggs, Jefferies, North, Wright,

Sawyer, Williams, are to this day the spots and blemishes of our legal chron-

icles. Differing in constitution and in situation, whether blusteiing or cring-

ing, whether persecuting Protestants or Catholics, they were equally unyrin-
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ciple<l and inhuman. The part which the Church played was not equally
atnicious ; but it must have l>ecn exc|uisitely ciiveiling to a scofter. Nevt-r

were principles so loudly ]irofesse«.l, and so shamelessly abandoned. Tlie

Koyal prerogative had lieen magnified to the skies in theological works. The
doctrine of passive obetlience had been preachetl from innumerable pulpits.

The University of Oxford had sentenced the works of the most mo<ierate con-

stitutionalists to the flames. The accession of a Catholic King, the frightful

cruelties committed in the west of England, never shook the steaiiy loyally

of the clergy. But did they ser\e the King for nought ? He laid his hand
on them, and they cursed him to his face. He touched the revenue of a col-

lege and the liberty of some prelates ; and the whole profession set up a yell

worthy of Hugh Peters himself. Oxford sent her plate to an invader with

more alacrity than she had shown when Charles the First requested it. No-
thing was said about the wickedness of resistance till resistance had done its

work, till the anointed vicegerent of Heaven had been driven away, and
till it had become plain that he would never be restored, or would be restored

at least under strict limitations. The clergy went back, it must be owned,
to their old theory, as soon as they found that it would do ihem no harm.

It is principally to the general baseness and profligacy of the limes that

Clarendon is indebted for his high reputation. He was, in every respect,

a man unfit for his age, at once too good for it and too bad for it. He
seemed to be one of the ministers of Elizabeth, transplanted at once to a stale

of society widely different from that in which the abilities of such ministers

had been serviceable. In the sixteenth century, the Royal prerogative had
scarcely been calleii in question. A Minister who held it high was in no
danger, so long as he used it well. That attachment to the Crown, that ex-

treme jealousy of popular encroachments, that love, half: ligious half poli-

tical, for the Church, which, from the beginning of the second session of the

Long Parliament, showed itself in Clarendon, and which his sufferings, his

long residence in France, and his high station in the Government, served to

strengthen, would, a hundred years earlier, have secured to him the favoui

of his sovereign without rendering him odious to the people. His probity,

his correctness in private life, his decency of deportment, and his general

ability, would not have misbecome a colleague of Walsingham and Burleigh.

But, in the times on which he was cast, his errors and his virtues were alike

out of place. He imprisoned men without trial. He was accused of raising

unlawful contributions on the people for the support of the army. The abo-
lition of the Act which ensured the frequent holding of Parliaments was one
of his favourite objects. He seems to have meditated the revival of the Star

Chamber and the High Commission Court. His zeal for the prerogative

made him unpopular : but it could not secure to him the favour of a master
far more desirous of ease and pleasure than of power. Charles would rather

have lived in exile and privacy, with abundance of money, a crowd of mimics
to amuse him, and a score of mistresses, than have purchased the absolute

dominion of the world by the privations and exertions to which Clarendon
was constantly uiging him. A councillor who was always bringing him pajiers

and gi%'ing him advice, and who stoutly refused to compliment 1-ady Castle-

maine and to carry messages to Mistress Stewart, soon became more hateful

to him than ever Cromwell had been. Thus, considered by the people as an

oppressor, by the Court as a censor, the Minister fell from his hifjh office with

a ruin more violent and destructive than could ever have been his fate, if he
had either respected the principles of the Constitution or flattered the vices

of the King.
Mr Hallam has formed, we think, a most correct estimate of the character

and administration of Clarendon. But he scarcely makes a sufficient allow-

ance for tb» wear and tear which honesty almost n''''essarilv sustains in the
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friction of political life, and which, in limes so rough as those through which

Clarendon passed, must be very considerable. When these are fairly esti-

mated, we think that his integrity may be allowed to pass muster.
^

A high-

minded man he certainly was not, either in public or in private affairs. His

own account of his comluct in the affiir of his daughter is the most extraor-

dinary passage in autobiography. We except nothing even in the Confes
sions of Rousseau. Several writers have taken a perverted and absurd prid

in representing themselves as detestable ; but no other ever laboured hard to

make himself despicable and ridiculous. In one important particular Clar-

endon showed as little regard to the honour of his country as he had shown
to that of his family. He accepted a subsidy from France for the relief of

Portugal. But this method of obtaining money was afterwards practised to

a much greater extent, and for objects much less respectable, both by the

Court and by the Opposition.

These pecuniary transactions are commonly considered as the most dis™

graceful part of the history of those times ; and they were no doubt highly

reprehensible. Yet, in jtistice to the Whigs and to Charles himself, we must
admit that they were not so shameful or atrocious as at the present (iay they

appear. The effect of violent animosities between parties has always been
an indifference to the general welfare and honour of the State. A politician,

where factions run high, is interested not for the whole people, but for his

own section of it. Tire rest are, in his view, strangers, enemies, or rather

pirates. The strongest aversion which he can feel to any foreign power is the

ardour of friendship, when compared with the loathing which he entertains

towards those domestic foes with whom he is cooped up in a narrow space,

with whom he lives in a constant interchange of petty injuries and insults, and
from whoin, in the day of their success, he has to expect severities far beyond
any that a conqueror from a distant country would inflict. Thus, in Greece,

it was a point of honour for a man to cleave to his party against his country.

No aristocratical citizen of Samos or Corcyra would have hesitated to call in

the aid of Lacedtemon. The midtitude, on the contrary, looked everywhere
to Athens. In the Italian states of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries,

from the same cause, no man was so much a Pisan or a Florentine as a
Ghibellne or a Guelf. It may be doubted whether there was a single indi-

vidual who would have scrupled to raise his party from a state of depression,

by opening the gates of his native city to a French or an Arragonese force.

Tlie Reformation, dividing almost every European country into two parts,

produced similar effects. The Catholic was too strong for the Englishman,
the Huguenot for the Frenchman. The Protestant statesmen of Scotland

and France called in the aid of Elizabeth ; and the Papists of the League
brought a Spanish army into the very heart of France. The commotions to

which the French Revolution gave rise were followed by the same conse-

quences. The Republicans in every part of Europe were eager to see the

armies of the National Convention and the Directory appear among them,

and exulted in defeats which distressed and humbled those whom they con-

sidered as their worst enemies, their own rulers. The princes and nobles of

France, on the other hand, did their utmost to bring foreign invaders to Paris.

A very short time has elapsed since the Apostolical party in Spain invoked,

too successfully, the support of strangers.

The great contest which raged in England during the seventeenth century

extinguished, not indeed in the body of the people, but in those clas.ses which
were most actively engaged in politics, almost all national feelings. Charles

the Second and many of his courtiers had passed a large part of their lives in

banishment, living on the bounty of foreign treasuries, soliciting foreign aid

to re-establish monarchy in their native country. The King's own brother had
fought in Flanders, under the bamiers of Spain, against the English armies.
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The oppresse<l Cavaliers in England constantly looked to the Louvre and the

Escurial for deliverance and revenge. Clarendon censures the continental

governments with great bitterness for not interfering in our internal dissen-

sions. It is nut strange, therefore, that, amitlst the furious contests which
followed tile Restoration, the violence of party feeling should produce effects

which would probably have attcndeil it even in an age less distinguished by
laxity of principle and indelicacy of sentiment. It was not till a natural death
had terminatcii the paralytic old age of the Jacobite ]iarty that the evil was
completely at an end. The Whigs long looked to Holland, the High Tories

to France. The former concluded the Barrier Treaty ; the latter entreated

the Court of Versailles to send an expedition to England. Many men who,
however erroneous their political notions might be, were unquestionably
honourable in private life, accepted money without scruple from the foreign

powers favourable to the Pretender.

Never was there less of national feeling among the higher orders than dur-

ing the reign of Charles the Second. That I'rince, on the one side, thought
It better to be the dej>uty of an absolute king than the King of a free people.

Algernon .Sydney„ on the other hand, would gladly have aided France in all

her ambitious schemes, and have seen England reduced to the condition of a

province, in the wild hope that a foreign despot would assist him to estaljlish

his darling republic. The King took the money of France to assist him in

the enterprize which he meditated against the liberty of his subjects, with as

little scruple as Frederic of Pnissia or Alexander of Russia accepted our sul>

sidies in time of war. The leaders of the Opposition no more thought them-
selves disgraced by the presents of Louis, than a gentleman of our own time
thinks himself disgraced by the liberality of powerful and wealthy members
of his ])arty who pay his election bill. The money which the King received

from France h.id been largely employed to cornipt members of Parliament.
The enemies of the court might think it fair, or even absolutely necessary, to

encounter briber)- with briljery. Thus they took the French gratuities, the

aeedy among them for their own use, the rich probably for the general pur-

poses of the party, without any scruple. If we compare their conduct not

with that of English statesmen in our own time, but with that of persons in

those foreign countries which are now situated as England then was, we shall

probably see reason to abate something of the .•;everity of censure with which
it has been the fashion to visit those proceedings. Yet, when every allow-

ance is made, the transaction is sufficiently offensive. It is satisfactory to find

that Lord Russell stands free from any imputation of personal participation

in the spoil. An age so miserably poor in all the moral qualities which
render public characters resixictable can ill spare the credit which it derives

from a man, not indeed conspicuous for talents or knowledge, but honest
even in his errors, respectable in every relation of life, rationally piou.s,

steadily and placidly brave.

The great improvement which took place in our breed of public men is

principally to be a.scribed to the Revolution. Yet that memorable event, in

a great measure, took its character from the very vices which it was the

means of reforming. It was assuredly a happy revolution, and a useful revol-

ution ; but it was not, what it has often been called, a glorious revolution.

William, and Wilham alone, derived glor\' from it. The transaction was, in

almost every part, discreditable to England. That a tyrant w ho had violated

the fundamental laws of the country, who had attacked the right.s of its great-

est coqiorations, who had begun to persecute the established religion of the

state, who had never respected the law either in his superstition or in his

revenge, could not be pulled down without the aid of a foreign army, is a

circumstance not very grateful to our national pride. \'et this is the leant

degrading part of the story. The shameless insincerity of the great and noble,
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the warm assurances of general svipport which James received, down to the

moment of general desertion, indicate a meanness of spirit and a looseness of

morality most disgraceful to the age. That the enterprise succeeded, at least

that it succeeded without bloodshed or commotion, was principally owing to

an act of ungrateful perfidy, such as no soldier had ever before committed,

and to those monstrous fictions respecting the birth of the Prince of Wales
which persons of the highest rank were not ashamed to circulate. In all the

proceedings of the Convention, in the conference particularly, we see that

littleness of mind which is the chief characteristic of the times. The resolu-

tions on which the two Houses at last agreed were as bad as any resolutions

for so excellent a purpose could be. Their feeble and contradictory language

was evidently intended to save the credit of the Tories, who were ashamed to

name what they were not ashamed to do. Through the whole transaction no
commanding talents were displayed by any Englishman ; no extraordinary risks

were run ; no sacrifices were made for the deliverance of the nation, except

the sacrifice which Churchill made of honour, and Anne of natural affection.

It was in some sense fortunate, as we have already said, for the Church of

England, that the Reformation in this country was effected by men who cared

little about religion. And, in the same manner, it was fortunate for our civil

government that the Revolution was in a great measure effected by men who
cared little about their political principles. At such a crisis, splendid talents

and strong passions might have done more harm than good. There was wr
greater reason to fear that too much would be attempted, and that violent

movements would produce an equally violent reaction, than that too little

would be done in the way of change. But narrowness of intellect and flexi-

bility of principle, though they may be serviceable, can never be respectable.

If in the Revolution itself there was little that can properly be called

glorious, there was still less in the events which followed. In a church which

had as one man declared the doctrine of resistance unchristian, only four

hundred persons refused to take the oath of allegiance to a government
founded on resistance. In the preceding generation, both the Episcopal

and the Presbyterian clergy, rather than concede points of conscience not

more important, had resigned their livings by thousands.

The churchmen, at the time of the Revolution, justified their conduct by

all those profligate sophisms which are called Jesuitical, and which are com-
monly reckoned among the peculiar sins of Popery, but which in fact are

every where the anodynes employed by minds rather subtle than strong, to

quiet those internal twinges which they cannot but feel and which they will

not obey. As the oath taken by the clergy was in the teeth of their prin-

ciples, so was their conduct in the teeth of their oath. Their constant machi-

nations against the Government to which they had sworn fidelity brought a

reproach on their order and on Christianity itself. A distinguished prelate

has not scnipled to say that the rapid increase of infidelity at that lime was
principally produced by the disgust which the faithless conduct of his brethren

excited in men not sufficiently candid or judicious to discern the beauties of

the system amidst the vices of its ministers.

But the reproach was not confined to the Church. In every political party,

in the Cabinet itself, duplicity and perfidy abounded. The very men whom
William loaded with benefits and in whom he reposed most confidence, with

his seals of office in their hands, kept up a correspondence with the exiled

family. Orford, Leeds, and Shrewsbury were guilty of this odious treachery.

Even Devonshire is not altogether free from suspicion. It may well be con-

ceived that, at such a time, such a nature as that of Marlborough would riot

in the very luxury of baseness. His former treason, thoroughly fumished

with all that makes infamy exquisite, placed him under the disadvantage

which attends every artist from the time that he produces a masterpiece. Yet
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his second great stroke may excite wonder, even in those who appreciate all

the merit of the first. Lest his admirers should be able to say that at the time

of the Revolution he had betrayed his King from any other than selfish mo-
tives, he proceetled to betray his country. I le sent intelligence to the French

court of a secret expedition intended to attack Brest. The conseciuence was

that the expedition failed, and lliat eight hundred British soldiers lost their

lives from the abandoned villany of a British general. Yet this man has been

canonized by so many eminent writers that to spoak of him as he deserves

may seem scarcely decent.

The reign of William the Tliird, as Mr Hallam happily says, was the Nadir

of the national prosperity. It was also the Nadir of the national character.

It was the time when the rank harvest of vices sown during thirty years of

licentiousness and confusion was gathered in ; but it was also the seed-time

of great virtues.

The press was emancipated from the censorship soon after the Revolution
;

and the Government immediately fell under the censorship of the press.

Statesmen had a scrutiny to endure which was every day becoming more and

more severe. The extreme violence of opinions abated. The Whigs learned

moderation in office ; tlie Tories learned the principles of liberty in opposition.

The parties almost constantly approximated, often met, sometimes crossed

each other. There were occasional bursts of violence ; but, from the time

of the Revolution, those bursts were constantly becoming less and less ter-

rible. The severity with which the Tories, at the close of the reign of Anne,

treated some of those who had directed public aft'airs during the war of the

Grand Alliance, and the retaliatory measures of the Whigs, after the acces-

sion of the House of Hanover, cannot be justified ; but they v.ere by no means
in the style of the infuriated parties, whose alternate murders had disgraced

our histor)- towards the close of the reign of Charles the Second. At the fall

of Walpole far greater moderation was displayed. And from that time it has

been the practice, a practice not strictly according to the theorj' of our con-

stitution, but still most salutary, to consider the loss of office, and the public

disapprobation, as punishments sufficient for errors in the administration not

imputable to personal corruption. Nothing, we believe, has contributed more
than this lenity to raise the character of public men. Ambition is of itself a

game sufficiently hazanlous and sufficiently deep to inflame the passions, with-

out adding property, life, and liberty to the stake. Where the play runs so

desperately high as in the seventeenth centur)', honour is at an end. States-

men, instead of being as they should be, at once mild and steady, are at once
ferocious and inconsistent. The axe is for ever before their eyes. A popular
outcry sometimes unnerves them, and sometimes makes them desperate ; it

drives them to unworthy compliances, or to measures of vengeance as cruel

as those which they have reason to expect. A Minister in our times need
not fear either to be firm or to be merciful. Our old policy in lliis respect

was as absurd as that of the king in the Eastern tale who proclaimed that

any physician who pleased might come to court and prescribe for his disea.ses,

but that if the remedies failed the adventurer should lose his head. It is easy

to conceive how many able men would refuse to undertake the cure on such

condition.; ; how much the sense of extreme danger would confuse the percep-

tions, and cloud the intellect, of tlie practitioner, at the very crisis which most
called for self-possession, and how strong his temptation would be, if he
found that he had committed a blunder, to escape the consequences of it by
poisoning his patient.

But in fact it would have been impossible, since the Revolution, to punish

any Nfinister for the tieneral course of his policy, with the slightest semblance
of justice ; for since that time no Minister has l)een able to pursue any geneiTil

courseof policy withouttheapprobationoflherarliament. ITiemost important

D
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effects of that great change were, as Mr Hallam has most truly said and most
ably shown, those which it indirectly produced. Thenceforward it became the

interest of the executive government to protect those veiy doctrines which an

executive government is in general inclined to persecute. The sovereign, the

ministers, the courtiers, at last even the universities and the clergy, were
changed into advocates of the right of resistance. In the theory of the Whigs,
in the situation of the Tories, in the common interest of all public men, the
Parliamentary constitution of thecountryfound perfect security. The power of

the House of Commons, in particular, has been steadily on the increase. Since
supplies have been granted for short terms and appropriated to particular ser-

vices, the approbation of that House has been as necessary in practice to the

executive administration as it has always been in theory to taxes and to laws.

Mr Hallam appears to have begim with the reign of Henry the Seventh, as

the period at which what is called modern history, in contradistinction to the

histoiy of the middle ages, is generally supposed to commence. He has
stopped at the accession of George the Third, "from unwillingness," as he
says, " to excite the prejudices of modern politics, especially those connected
with personal character. " These two eras, we think, deserved the distinction

on other grounds. Our remote posterity, when looking back on our history

in that comprehensive manner in which remote posterity alone can, without
much danger of error, look back on it, will probably observe those points witll

peculiar interest. They are, if we mistake not, the beginning and the end
of an entire and separate chapter in our annals. The period which lies be-

tween them is a perfect cycle, a gi'eat year of the public mind.
In the reign of Henry the Seventh, all the political differences which had

agitated England since the Norman conquest seemed to be set at rest. The
long and fierce straggle between the Crown and the Barons had terminated.

The grievances whicli had produced the rebellions of Tyler and Cade had
disappeared. Villanage was scarcely known. The two royal houses, whose
conflicting claims had long convulsed the kingdom, were at length imited.

The claimants whose pretensions, just or unjust, had disturbed the new set-

tlement, were overthrown. In religion there was no open dissent, and prob-

ably very little secret heresy. The old subjects of contention, in short, had
vanished ; those which were to succeed had not yet appeared.

Soon, however, new principles were announced
;
principles which were

destined to keep England during two centuries and a half in a state of com-
motion. The Reformation divided the people into two great parlies. The
Protestants were victorious. They again subdivided themselves. Political

factions were engrafted on theological sects. The mutual animosities of the

two parties gradually emerged into the light of public life. First came con-

flicts in Parliament ; then civil wai ; then revolutions upon revolutions, each
attended by its appurtenance of proscriptions, and persecutions, and tests ;

each followed by severe measures on the part of the conquerors ; each excit-

ing a deadly and festering hatred in tlie conquered. During the reign of

George tlie Second, things were evidently tending to repose. At the close

of that reign, the nation had completed the great revolution which commenced
in the early part of the sixteenth century, ami was again at rest. The fury

of sects had died away. The Catholics themselves practically enjoyed toler-

ation ; and more than toleration they did not yet venture even to desire.

Jacobitism was a mere name. Nobody was left to fight for that wretched
cause, and very few to drink for it. The Constitution, purchased so dearly,

was on every side extolled and worshipped. Even those distinctions of party

which must almost always be found in a free state could scarcely be triced.

The two great bodies which, from the time of the Revolution, had been gradu-

ally tending to approximation, were ikjvv united in emulous support of that

splendid Administration which smote to the dust both the branches of the
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House of Bourbon. The great battle for our ecclesixstical and civil polity

had been fought and won. Tlie wounds had been healed. The victors and
the vanquisheil were rejoicing together. Kvery ]5erson acquainted with the
political writers of tlie last generation will rccullecl the terms in which they
generally speak uf that time. It was a glim])se of a gulden age of union and
glory, a short interval of rest, which had been preceded by centuries of acitn-

tion, and which centuries of agitation were destmed to follow.

How soon faction again began to ferment is well known. In the Letters
ofJunius, in Burke's Thoughts on the Cause of the Discontents, and in many
other writings of less merit, the violent dissensions which speedily convulsed
the country are imputed to the system of favouritism which George the Third
introduced, to the influence of Bute, or to the profligacy of those who called
themselves the King's friends. With all deference to the eminent writers to

whom we have referred, we may venture to say that they lived too near the
events of which they treated to judge correctly. The schism which was then
appearing in the nation, ajid which has been from that time almost constantly
widening, had little in common with those schisms which had divided it

during the reigns of the Tudors and the Stuarts. The symptoms of popular
feeling, indeed, will always be in a great measure the same ; but the prin-

ciple which excited that feeling was here new. The support which was
given to Wilkes, the clamour for reform during the American war. the dis-

.-iffected conduct of large classes of people at tlie time of the French Revolu-
tion, no more resembled the opposition which had been offered to the' govern-
ment of Charles the Second, than that opposition resembled the contest
between the Roses.

In the political as in the natural body, a sensation is often referred to a
part widely different from that in which it really resides. A man whose
leg is cut off fancies that he feels a pain in his toe. And in the same man-
ner the people, in the earlier part of the late reign, sincerely attributed their

discontent to grievances which had been eiifectually lopped off. They im-
agined that the prerogative was too strong for the Constitution, that the
principles of the Revolution were abandoned, that the .system of the Stuarts
was restored. Ever}- impartial man must now acknowledge that these charges
were groundless. The conduct of the Government with respect to the
Middlesex election would have been contemplated with delight by the first

generation of Whigs. They would have thought it a splendid triumph of
the cause of liberty that the King and the Lords should resign to the lower
House a portion of the legislative power, and allow it to incapacitate with-
out their consent. This, indeed, Mr Burke clearly perceived. "When
the House of Commons," says he, " in an endeavour to obtain new advan-
tages at the expense of the other orders of the state, for the benefit of the
commons at large, have pursued strong measures, if it were not just, it was
at least natural, that the constituents should connive at all their proceedings;
because we ourselves were ultimately to profit. But when this submission
is urged to us in a contest between the representatives and oui-selves, and
where nothing can be put into their scale which is not taken from ours, they
fancy us to be children when they tell us that they are our representatives,
our own flesh and blood, and that all the stripes they give us are for our
good." These sentences contain, in fact, the whole explanation of the mys-
tery. The conflict of the seventeenth century was maintained by the Parlia-

menr against the Crown. The conflict which commenced in the middle of

the eighteenth century, which still remains undecided, and in which our
children and grandchildren wdl probably be called to act or to suffer, is

between a large portion of the people on the one side, and the Crown
and the Parliament united on the other.

The uriviict^cs of ihe House of Commons, those privileges w liich, in 1642,
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all London rose in arms to defend, which the people considered as synony-
mous with their own liberties, and in comparison of which they took no
account of the most precious and sacred principles of English jurisprudence,

have now become nearly as odious as the rigours of martial law. That
power of committing which tlie people anciently loved to see the House of

Commons exercise, is now, at least when employed against libellers, the

most unpopular power in the Constitution. If the Commons were to suffer

the Lords to amend money-bills, we do not believe that the people would
care one straw about the matter. If they were to suffer the Lords even to

originate money-bills, we doubt whether such a surrender of their constitu-

tional rights w(Hild excite half so much dissatisfaction as the exclusion of

strangers from a single important discussion. The gallery in which the

reporters sit has become a fourth estate of the realm. The publication of

the debates, a practice which seemed to the most liberal statesmen of the

old school full of danger to the great safeguards of public liberty, is now
regarded by many persons as a safeguard tantamount,and more than tanta-

mount, to all the rest together.

Burke, in a speech on parliamentary reform which is the more remarkable
because it was delivered long before the French Revolution, has described,

In striking language, the change in public feeling of which we speak. "It
suggests melancholy reflections," says he, "in consequence of the strange

course we have long held, that we are now no longer quarrelling about the

character, or about the conduct of men, or the tenor of measures ; but we
are gro\vn out of humour with the English Constitution itself ; this is become
the object of the animosity of Englishmen. This constitution in former days

used to be the envy of the world; it was the pattern for politicians; the theme
of the eloquent; the meditation of the philosopher in every part of the M'orld.

As to Englishmen, it was their pride, their consolation. By it they lived,

and for it they were ready to die. Its defects, if it had any, were partly

covered by partiality, and partly borne by prudence. Now all its excellencies

are forgot, its faults are forcibly dragged into day, exaggerated by every

artifice of misrepresentation. It is despised and rejected of men ; and every

device and invention of ingenuity or idleness is set up in opposition, or in

preference to it." We neither adopt nor condemn the language of repro-

bation which the great orator here employs. We call him only as a witness

to the fact. That the revolution of public feeling which he described was
then in progress is indisputable ; and it is equally indisputable, we think,

that it is in progress still.

To investigate and classify the causes of so great a change would require

far more thought, and far more space, than we at present have to bestow.

But some of them are obvious. During the contest which the Parliament

carried on against the Stuarts, it had only to check and complain. It has

since had to govern. As an attacking body, it could select its points of

attack, and it naturally chose those on which it was likely to receive public

.support. As a ruling body, it has neither the same liberty of choice, nor

the same motives to gratify the people. With the power of an executive

government, it has drawn to itself some of the vices, and all the unpopularity

of an executive government. On the House of Commons above all, pos-

sessed as it is of the public purse, and consequently of the public sword, the

nation throws all the blame of an ill conducted war, of a blundering nego-

tiation, of a disgraceful treaty, of an embarrassing commercial crisis. The
delays of the Court of Chancery, the misconduct of a judge at Van Diemen's
Land, any thing, in short, which in any part of the administration any
person feels as a grievance, is attributed to the tyranny, or at least to the

negligence, of that all-powerful body. Private individuals pester it with

their wrongs and claims. A merchant appeals to it from the courts of Rio
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Janeiro or St Petersburgh. A historical jjaiiUcr complains to it that his de-

partment of art finds no encouragement. Anciently the I'arlian>ont resembled

a member of opposition, from whom no places are expected, who is not ex-

pected to confer favours and propose measures, but merely to watch and
censure, and who may, therefore, unless he is grossly injudicious. Vie popular

with the great body of the community. The Parliament now resembles the

same person put into oflfice, surrounded by petitioners whom twenty times his

patronage would not satisfy, stunned witii complaints, buried in memorials,

compelled by the duties of his station to bring forward measures similar to

those which he was formerly accustomed to observe and to check, and per-

petually encountered by objections similar to those which it was formerly

his business to raise.

Perhaps it may be laid down as a general rule thaj a legislative assembly,

not constituted on democratical principles, cannot be popular long after it

cexses to be weak. Its zeal for what the people, rightly or wrongly, con-

ceive to be their interest, its sympathy with their mutable and violent ]ias-

sions, are merely the effects of the particular circumstances in which it is

placed. As long as it depends for existence on the public favour, it will

employ all the means in its power to conciliate that favour. While this is

the case, defects in its constitution are of little consequence. But, as the

close union of such a body with the nation is the effect of an identity of m-
terest not essential but accidental, it is in some measure dissolved from tlie

time at which the danger which produced it ceases to exist.

Hence, before the Revolution, the question of Parliamentary reform was
of very little importance. The friends of liberty had no very ardent wish

for reform. The strongest Tories saw no objections to it. It is remarkable

that Clarendon loudly applauds the changes which Cromwell introduced,

changes far stronger than the Whigs of the present day would in general

approve. There is no reason to think, however, that the reform effected by
Cromwell made any great difference in the conduct of the Parliament. In-

deetl if the House of Commons had, during the reign of Charles the Second,

been elected by universal suffrage, or if all the seats had been put up to

sale, as in the French Parliaments, it would, we suspect, have acted very

much as it did. We know how strongly the Parliament of Paris exerted

itself in favour of the people on many important occasions ; and the reason

is evident. Though it did not emanate from the people, its whole conse-

quence depended on the support of the people.

From the time of the Revolution the House of Commons has been gradu-

ally becoming what it now is, a great council of state, containing many
members chosen freely by the people, and many others anxious to acquire

the favour of the people ; but, on the whole, aristocratical in its temper and
interest. It is very far from being an i]lil>eral and stupid oligarchy ; but it

is equally far from being an express image of the general feekng. It is in-

fluenced by the opinion of the people, and influenced powerfully, but slowly

and circuitously. Instead of outnmning the public mind, as before the Re-
volution it frequently did, it now follows with slow steps and at a wide dis-.

tance. It is therefore necessarily unpopular ; and the more so because the

good which it prcnluces is much less evident to common perception than the

evil which it inflicts. It bears the blame of all the mischief which is done,

or supposed to be done, by its authority or by its connivance. It does not

get the cretlit, on the other hand, of having prevented those innumerable
abuses which do not exist solely because the House of Commons exists.

k large part of the nation is certainly desirous of a reform in the repre-

sentative system. How large that part may be, and how strong its desires

on the subject may be, it is difficult to say. It is only at intervals that the

damcmr on the subject is loud and vehement. But it seems to us that.
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during the remissions, the feeHng gathers strength, and that every successive

burst is more violent than that which preceded it. The pubhc attention may
be for a time diverted to the CathoHc claims or the Mercantile code ; but it

is probable that at no very distant period, perhaps in the lifetime of the pre-

sent generation, all other questions will merge in that which is, in a certain

degree, connected with them all.

Already we seem to ourselves to perceive the signs of unquiet times, the

vague presentiment of something great and strange which pervades the com-
munity, the restless and turbid hopes of those who have every thing to gain,

the dimly hinted forebodings of those who have every thing to lose. Many
indications might be mentioned, in themselves indeed as insignificant as

straws ; but even the direction of a straw, to borrow the illustration of

Bacon, will show from what quarter the storm is setting in.

A great statesman might, by judicious and timely reformations, by recon-

ciling the two great branches of the natural aristocracy, the capitalists and
the landowners, and by so widening the base of the government as to in-

terest in its defence the whole of the middle class, that brave, honest and
sound-hearted class, which is as anxious for the maintenance of order and
the security of property, as it is hostile to corruption and oppression, succeed
in averting a struggle to which no rational friend of liberty or of Jaw can look
forward without great apprehensions. There are those who will be con-

tented with nothing but demolition ; and there are those who shrink from all

repair. There are innovators who long for a President and a National Con-
vention ; and there are bigots who, while cities larger and richer than the

capitals of many great kingdoms are calling out for representatives to watch
over their interests, select some hackneyed jobber in boroughs, some peer of

the narrowest and smallest mind, as the fittest depositary of a forfeited fran-

chise. Between these extremes there lies a more excellent way. Time is

bringing round another crisis analogous to that which occurred in the seven-

teenth century. We stand in a situation similar to that in which our ances-

tors stood under the reign of James the First. It will soon again be necessary

to reform that we may preserve, to save the fundamental principles of the

Constitution by alterations in the subordinate parts. It will then be possible,
' as it was possible two hundred years ago, to protect vested rights, to secure

every useful institution, every institution endeared by antiquity and noble
associations, and, at the same time, to introduce into the system improve-
ments liarmonizing with the original plan. It remains to be seen whether
two hundred years have made us wiser.

We know of no great revolution which might not have been prevented by
compromise early and graciously made. Firmness is a great virtue in public

affairs ; but it has its proper sphere. Conspiracies and insurrections in

which small minorities are engaged, the outbreakings of popular violence

unconnected with any extensive project or any durable principle, are best

repressed by vigour and decision. To shrink from them is to make them
formidable. But no wise ruler will confound the pervading taint with the

flight local irritation. .Mo wise ruler will treat the deeply seated discontents

of a great party, as he treats the fury of a mob which destroys mills and
l)ower-looms. The neglect of this distinction has been fatal even to govern-
ments strong in the power of the sword. The present time is indeed a time
of peace and order. But it is at such a time that fools are most thoughtless
and wise men most thoughtful. That the discontents which have agitated
the country during the late and the present reign, and which, though not
always noi^y, are never wholly dormant, will again break forth with aggra-
vated symptoms, is almost as certain as that the tides and seasons will fol-

low their appointed course. But in all movements of the human mind which
tend to great revolutions there is a crisis at which moderate concession may
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amend, conciliate, and presen-e. Happy will it be for England if, ai thai
crisis, her interests be confided to men for whom history has not recorded
the long series of human crimes and follies in vain.

SOUTHEY'S COLLOQUIES. (Jan. 1830.)
Str Tko$t€as More: or, CoUoqutfs on tlu Progress and Pros/>ects of Society. By Robert

SoUTHFY, Esq., LL D., Poet Laureate. 2 vols. 8vo. London: 1829.

It would be scaroJy possible for a man of Mr Southey's talents and acquire-
ments to writs two volumes so large as those before us, which should be
wholly destitute of infonnation and amusement. Yet we do not remember
to have read with so little satisfaction any equal quantity of matter, written
by any man of real abilities. We have, for some time past, observed with
great regret the strange infatuation which leads the Poet Laureate to abandon
those departments of literature in which he might excel, and to lecture the
public on sciences of which he has still the very alphabet to learn. He has
now, we think, done his worst. The subject which he has at la.st undertaken
to treat is one which demands all the highest intellectual and moral qualities

of a philosophical statesman, an understanding at once comprehensive and
acute, a heart at once upright and charitable. Mr Southey brings to the task
two faculties which were never, we believe, vouchsafed in measure so copious
to any human being, the faculty of believing without a reason, and the faculty

of hating without a provocation.

It is, indeed, most extraordinary, that a mind like Mr Southey's, a mind
richly endowed in many respects by nature, and highly cultivated by study,
a mind which has exercised considerable influence on the most enlightened
generation of the most enlightened people that ever existed, should be utterly
destitute of the power of discerring truth from falsehood. Yet such is the
fact. Government is to Mr Southey one of the fine arts. He judges of a
theory, of a public measuie, of a religion or a political party, of a peace or
a war, as men judge of a picture or a statue, by the effect produced on his

imagination. A chain of associations is to him what a chain of reasoning is

to other mon ; and what he calls his opmions are in fact merely his tastes.

Part ol tills description might perhaps apply to a much greater man, Mr.
Burke. But Mr. liurke assuredly possessed an understanding admirably fitted

for the investigation of truth, an understanding stronger than that of any
statesman, act ive or speculative, of the eigliteenth century, stronger than every
thing, except his own fierce .ind ungovernable S'.'nsibility. Hence hegenerall;'
chose his side like a fanatic, and defended it like a philosopher. His con-
duct on the most important occasions o( his life, at the time of the impeach-
ment of Hastings for example, and at the time ofthe French Revolution, seems
to have been prompted by those feelings and motives which Mr Coleridge
has so happily described,

" Stormy pity, and the cherish'd lure

Of pomp, and proud precipitance of soul."

Ilindostan, with its vast cities, its gorgeous pa^'odas, its infinite swarms of
dusky population, its long descended dynasties, its stately etiquette, excited
in a mind so capacious, so imaginative, and so susceptible, the most intense
interest. The peculiarities of the costume, of the manners, and of the laws,
the very myster)- which hung over the language and orii,'in of the people,
s<ized his imat^nation. To plead under the ancient arches of We<tniinster
Hall, in the name of the English people, at the bar of the En-^dish nobles,
for great nations and kings separated from him by half the world, seemed to
him the height of human glory. Again, it is not difficult to percev that his

hostility to the French Rtrvolution principally arose from the vexation which
he felt at having all his old polirical associations disturbed, at seeing the well
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known landmarks of states obliterated, and the names and distinctions with

which the history of Europe had been filled for ages at once swept away. He
felt like an antiquary whose shield had been scoured, or a connoisseur who
found his Titian retouched. But, however he came by an opinion, he had
no sooner got it than he did his best to make out a legitimate title to it. His
reason, like a spirit in the service of an enchanter, though spell-bound, was
still mighty. It did whatever work his passions and his imagination might
impose. But it did that work, however arduous, with marvellous dexterity

and vigour. His course was not determined by argument ; but he could de-

fend the wildest cour.se by arguments more plausible than those by which
common men support opinions which they have adopted after the fullest de-

liberation. Reason has scarcely ever displayed, even in those well constituted

minds of which she occupies the throne, so much power and energy as in the

lowest offices of that imperial servitude.

Now in the mind of Mr Southey reason has no place at all, as either leadei

or follower, as either sovereign or slave. He does not seem to know what
an argument is. He never uses arguments himself. He never troubles him-
self to answer the arguments of his opponents. It has never occurred to him,

that a man ought to be able to give some better account of the way in which
he has arrived at his opinions than n^erely that it is his will and pleasure to

hold them. It has never occurred to him that there is a difference betvy-een

assertion and demonstration, that a rumour does not always prove a fact, that

a single fact, when proved, is hardly foundation enough for a theory, that two
contradictory propositions cannot be undeniable truths, that to beg the

question is not the way to settle it, or that when an objection is raised, it

ought to' be met with something more convincing than "scoundrel" and
"blockhead."

It would be absurd to read the works of such a writer for political instruc

tion. The utmost that can be expected from any system promulgated by him
is that it may be splendid and affecting, that it may suggest sublime and

pleasing images. His scheme of philosophy is a mere day-dream, a poetical

creation, like the Domdaniel cavern, the Swerga, or Padalon ; and indeed

it bears no inconsiderable resemblance to those gorgeous visions. Like them,

It has something of invention, grandeur, and brilliancy. But, like them, it

is grotesque and extravagant, and perpetually violates even that conventional

probability which is essential to the effect of works of art.

The warmest admirers of Mr Southey will scarcely, we think, deny that

his success has almost always borne an inverse proportion to the degree in

which his undertakings have required a logical head. His poems, taken in

the mass, stand far higher than his prose works. His official Odes indeed,

among which the Vision ofJudgement must be classed, are, for the most part,

worse than Pye's and as bad as Gibber's ; nor do we think him generally
happy in short pieces. But his longer poems, though full of faults, are never-
theless very extraordinary productions. We doubt greatly whether they will
be read fifty years hence ; but that, if they are read, they will be admired, we
have no doubt whatever.

But, though in general we prefer Mr Southey's poetry to his prose, we must
make one exception. Hie Life of Nelson is, beyond all doubt, the most per-
fect and the most delightful of his works. The fact is, as his poems most
abundantly prove, that he is by no means so skilful in designing as in filling

up. It was therefore an advantage to him to be furnished with an outline of
characters and events, and to have no other task to perform than that of
touching the cold sketch into life. No writer, perhaps, ever lived, whose
talents so precisely qualified him to write the history of the great naval
warrior. There were no fine riddles of the human heart to read, "no theories
to propound, no hidden causes to develope, no remote con.sequences to pre-
dict. The character of the hero lay on the surface. The exploits were bri'-
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Kant and picturesque. The necessity of adhering to the real course of events

saved Mr Southeyfrom those faults which deform the original plan of almost

every one of his poems, and which even his innumerable 1)taulies of detail

scarcely redeem. Th; subject did not require the exerci.se of those rcasonmg
powers the want of which is the blemi>h of his prose. It would not Ix; easy

to find, in all literary history, an instance of a more exact hit between wind
and water. John Wesley and the Peninsular War were subjects of a very

different kind, subjects which required all the qualities of a philosojihic his-

torian. In Mr Southey's works on these .subjects, he has, on the whole,

failed. Yet there are charming specimens of the art of narration in both of

them. The Life of Wesley will probably live. Defective as it is, it contains

the only popular account of a most remarkable moral revolution, and of a

man whose eloquence and logical acuteness might have made him eminent

in literature, whose genius for government was not inferior to that of Richelieu,

and who, whatever his errors may have been, devoted all his powers, in de-

fiance of obloquy and derision, to what he sincerely considered as the highest

good of his species. The History of the Peninsular War is already dead :

indeed, the second volume was deadbom. The glory ofproducing an imperish-

able record of that great conflict seems to be reser^•ed for Colonel Napier.

The Book of the Church contains some stories verj' prettily told. The rest

is mere rubbish. The adventure was manifestly one which could be achieved

only by a profound thinker, and one in which even a profound thinker might
have failed, unless his passions had been kept under strict control. But in

all those works in which Mr Southey has completely abandoned narration,

and has undertaken to argue moral and political questions, his failure has

been complete and ignominious. On such occasions his writings are rescued

from utter contempt and derision solely by the beauty and purity of the Eng-
lish. We find, we confess, so great a charm in Mr Southey's style that, even

when he writes nonsense, we generally read it with pleasure, e.vcept indeed

when he tries to be droll. A more insufferable jester never existed. He
very often attempts to be humorous, and yet we do not remember a single

occasion on which he has succeeded farther than to be quaintly and flippantly

dull. In one of hio works he tells Uo that Bishop Sprai was very properly

so called, inasmuch as he was a very small poet. And in the book now be-

fore us he cannot quote Francis Bugg, the renegade Quaker, without a remark

on his unsavour)- name. A wise man might talk folly like this by his own
fireside ; but that any human being, after having made such a joke, should

write it down, and copy it out, and transmit it to the printer, and correct the

proof-sheets, and send it forth into the world, is enough to make us ashamed
of our species.

The extraordinary bitterness of spirit which Mr Southey manifests towards

his opponents is, no doubt, in a great measure to be attributed to the man-
ner in which he forms his opinions. Differences of taste, it has often been

remarked, produce greater exxsperation than differences on points of science.

But this is not all. A peculiar austerity marks almost all Mr Southey's

judgments of men and actions. We are far from blaming him for fixing on
a high standard of morals, and for applying that standard to every case. But
rigour ought to be accompanied by discernment ; and of discernment Mr
Southey seems to be utterly destitute. His mo<le of judging is monkish. It

is exactly what we should expect from a stem old Benedictine, who had been

preservetl from many ordinary- frailties by the restraints of his situation. No
man out of a cloister ever wTote about love, for example, so coUily and at

the same time so grossly. His descriptions of it are just what we should hear

from a recluse who knew the passion only from the details of the confessional.

Almost all his heroes make love either like Seraphim or like cattle. He
seems to have no notion of any thing between the Platonic pa.ssion of the

C'fiendoveer who gazes with rapture on his mistress's leprosy, and the brutal
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appetite of Arvalan and Roderick. In Roderick, indeed, the two characters
are united. He is first all clay, and then all spirit. He goes forth a Tar-
quin, and comes back too ethereal to be married.

The only love scene, as far as we can recollect, in Madoc, consists of the

delicate attentions which a savage, who has drunk too much of the Prince's

excellent metheglin, offers to Goervyl. It would be the labour of a week to

find, in all the vast mass of Mr Southey's poetry, a single passage indicating

any sympathy with those feelings which have consecrated the shades of Vau-
cluse and the rocks of Meillerie.

Indeed, if we except some very pleasing images of paternal tenderness and
filial duty, there is scarcely any thing soft or humane in Mr Southey's poetry.

Wiiat theologians call the spiritual sins are his cardinal virtues, hatred, pride,

and the insatiable thirst of vengeance. These passions he disguises under
the name of duties ; he purifies them from the alloy of vulgar interests ; he
ennobles them by uniting them with energy, fortitude, and a severe sanctity

of manners ; and he then holds them up to the admiration of mankind. This
is the spirit of Thalaba, of Ladurlad, of Adosinda. of Roderick after his con-

version. It is the spirit which, in all his writings, Mr Southey appears to

affect. " I do well to be angry," seems to be the predominant feeling of his

mind. Almost the only mark of chanty which he vouchsafes to his oppo-
nents is to pray for their reformation ; and this he does in terms not unlike

those in which we can imagine a Portuguese priest interceding with Heaven
for a Jew, delivered over to the secular arm after a relapse.

We have always heard, and fully believe, that Mr Southey is a very amiable
and humane man ; nor do we intend to apply to him personally any of the

remarks which we have made on the spirit of his writings. Such are the

caprices of human nature. Even Uncle Toby troubled himself very little

about the French grenadiers who fell on the glacis of Namur. And Mr
Southey, when he takes up his pen, changes his nature as much as Captain
Shandy, when he girt on his sword. The only opponents to whom the

Laureate gives quarter are those in whom he finds something of his OMm
character reflected. He seems to have an instinctive antipathy for calm,
moderate men, for men who shun extremes, and who render reasons. He
has treated Mr Owen of Lanark, for example, with infinitely more respect

than he has shown to Mr Hallam or to Dr Lingard ; and this for no reason
that we can discover, except that Mr Owen is more unreasonably and hope-
lessly in the wrong than any speculator of our time.

Mr Southey's political system is just what we might expect from a man
who regards politics, not as matter of science, but as matter of taste and
feeling. All his schemes of government have been inconsistent with them-
selves. In his youth he was a republican

;
yet, as he tells us in his preface

to these Colloquies, he was even then opposed to the Catholic Claims. He
is now a violent Ultra-Tory. Yet while he maintains, with vehemence ap-

proaching to ferocity, all the sterner and harsher parts of the Ultra-Tory

theory of government, the baser and dirtier part of that theory disgusts him.

Exclusion, persecution, severe punishments for libellers and demagogues,
proscriptions, massacres, civil war, if necessary, rather than any conces-

sion to a discontented people ; these are the measures which he seems in-

clined to recommend. A severe and gloomy tyranny, crushing opposition,

silencing remonstrance, drilling the minds of the people into unreasoning
obedience, has in it something of grandeur which delights his imagination.

Put there is nothing fine in the shabby tricks and jobs of oflfice ; and Mr
Southey, accordingly, has no toleration for them. When a Jacobin, he did

not perceive that his 'system led logically, and would have led practically,

to the removal of religious distinctions. He now commits a similar erior.

He renounces the abject and paltry part of the creed of his party, without
perceiving that it is also an essential part of that creed. He would have
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tyranny and purity together ; though the most superficial observation might

have shown hin> that there could lie no tyranny without corruption.

It is high time, however, that we shuukl proceed to the consideration of

the wi>rk which is our more immetliate subject, and which, indeed, illus-

tratcs in almost every page our general remarks on Mr Souihey's writings.

In the preface, we are informed that the author, notwithstanding some stale

ments to the contrary, wxs always opposed to the Catholic Claims. Wo
fully believe this ; both because we are .sure that Mr Southey is incapable of

publishing a deliberate falsehood, and because his assertion is in itself pro-

bable. We should have e.xpectetl that, even in his wildest paroxysms of

democratic enthusiasm, Mr Southey would have felt no wish to see a simple

remedy applied to a great practical evil. We should have expected that the

only measure which all the great statesmen :)f two generations have agreed

with each other in supporting would be the only measure which Mr Southey

would have agreed with himself in oppo.sing. He has passed from one

extreme of political opinion to another, as Satan in Milton went routid the

globe, contriving constantly to " ride with darkness." Wherever the thickest

shadow of the night may at any moment chance to fall, there is Mr Southey.

It is not every body who could have so dexterously avoided blundering on

the daylight in the course of a journey to the antipodes.

Mr Southey has not been fortunate in the plan of any of his fictitious nar-

ratives. But he hxs nevei ."ailed so conspicuously as in the work before us
;

except, indeed, in the wretched Vision of Judgement. In November 181 7,

it seems the Laureate was sitting over his newspaper, and meditating about

the death of the Princess Charlotte. An elderly pei-son of ver)' dignified

aspect makes his appearance, announces himself as a stranger from a distant

country, and apologises ver)' politely for not having provided himself with

letters of introduction. Mr Southey supposes his visiter to be some American

gentleman who has come to see the lakes and the lake-poets, and accord-

ingly proceeds to perform, with that grace which only long practice can

give, all the duties which authors owe to starers. He a.^sures his guest that

.some of the most agreeable visits which he has received have been from

Americans, and that he knows men among them whose talents and virtues

would do honour to any country. In passing we may observe, to the honour

of Mr Southey, that, though he evidently has no liking for the American

institutions, he never speaks of the people of the United States with that

pitiful affectation of contempt by which some members of his party have

done more than wars or tariffs can do to excite mutual enmity between two

communities formed for mutual friendship. Great as the faults of his mind

are, paltry spite like this has no place in it. Indeed it is scarcely conceiv-

able that a man of his sensibility and his imagination should look without

pleasure and national pride on the vigorous and splendid youth of a great

people, whose veins are filled with our blood, whose minds are nourished

with our literature, and on whom is entailed the rich inheritance of our

civilisation, our freedom, and our glory.

But we must return to Mr Southey 's study at Keswick. The visiter informs

the hospitable poet that he is not an American but a spirit. Mr Southey,

with n>ore frankness than civility, tells him that he is a very queer one. The
stranger holds out his hand. It has neither weight nor sub.stance. Mr
Southey upon this becomes more serious ; his hair stands on end ; and he

adjures the spectre to tell him what he is, and why he conies. The ghost

turns out to be Sir Thomas More. The traces of martyrdom, it seems, are

worn in the other world, as stars and ribands are worn in this. Sir Tliomas

shows the poet a red streak round his neck, brighter than a ruby, and informs

him that Cranmer wears a suit of flames in Paradise, the right hand glove,

we suppose, of peculiar brilliancy.

Sir Thomas pays but a short visit on this occasion, but promises to cidti-
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vate the new acquaintance which he has formed, and, after begging that his

visit may be kept secret from Mrs Southey, vanishes into air.

The rest of the book consists of conversations between Mr Southey and
the spirit about trade, currency, Catholic emancipation, periodical Utera-

ture, female nunneries, butchers, snuff, book-stalls, and a hundred other

subjects. Mr Southey very hospitably takes an opportunity to escort the

ghost round the lakes, and directs his attention to the most beautiful points

of view. Why a spirit was to be evoked for the purpose of talking over
such matters and seeing such sights, why the vicar of the parish, a blue-

stocking from London, or an American, such as Mr Southey at first sup-

posed the rerial visiter to be, might not have done as well, we are unable to

conceive. Sir Thomas tells Mr Southey nothing about future events, and
indeed absolutely disclaims the gift of prescience. He has learned to talk

modern English. He has read all the new publications, and loves a jest as

well as when he jested with the executioner, though we cannot say that the

quality of his wit has materially improved in Paradise. His powers of

reasoning, too, are by no means in as great vigour as when he sate on the

woolsack ; and though he boasts that he is " divested of all those passions

which cloud the intellects and warp the understandings of men," we think

liim, we must confess, far less stoical than fonnerly. As to revelations, he
tells Mr Southey at the outset to expect none from him. The Laureate
expresses some doubts, which assuredly will not raise him in the opinion of

our modem millennarians, as to the divine authority of the Apocalypse.
But the ghost preserves an impenetrable silence. As far as we remember,
only one hint about the employment of disembodied spirits escapes him. He
encourages Mr Southey to hope that there is a Paradise Press, at which all

tlie valuable publications of Mr Murray and Mr Colburn are reprinted as

regularly as at Philadelphia ; and delicately insinuates that Thalaba and
the Curse of Kehama are among the number. What a contrast does this

absurd fiction present to those charming narratives which Plato and Cicero

]irefixed to their dialogues ! What cost in machinery, yet what poverty of

effect ! A ghost brought in to say what any man might have said ; The
glorified spirit of a great statesman and philosopher dawdling, like a bilious

old nabob at a watering-place, over quarterly reviews and novels, dropping
in to pay long calls, making excursions in search of the picturesque ! The
scene of .St George and St Dennis in the Pucelle is hardly more ridiculous.

We know what Voltaire meant. Nobody, however, can suppose that Mr
Southey means to make game of the mysteries of a higher state of existence.

The fact is that, in the work before us, in the Vision of Judgement, and in

some of his other pieces, his mode of treating the most .solemn subjects

differs from that of open scoffers only as the extravagant representations of

.sacred persons and things in some grotesque Italian paintings differ from
the caricatures which Carlile exposes in the front of his shop. We interpret

the particular act by the general character. What in tlie window of a con-

victed blasphemer we call blasphemous, we call only absurd and ill judged
in an altar-piece.

We now come to the conversations which pass between Mr Southey and
Sir Thomas More, or rather between two Southeys, equally eloquent,

equally angry, equally unreasonable, and equally given to talking about
what they do not understand.* Perhaps we could not select a better in-

stance of the sjjirit which pervades the wliole book than the passages in

which Mr .Southey gives his opinion of ilie manufacturing system. There
is notliing which he hates so bitterly. It is, according to him, a system

more tyrannical than that of the feudal ages, a system of actual servitude,

* A passage in which some expressions used by ^^r Southey were misrepiesented,
certainly without any unfair intention, has been here omitted.
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a system which destroys the bodies and degrades the minds of those who
are engaged in it. He expresses a hope that the conipt-tition of oth.-r

nations may drive us out of the field ; that our foreign trade may decline ;

and that we may thu-i enjoy a restoration of national sanity and strength.

But he seems to think that the extermination of the whole manufacturing

population would be a blessing, if the evil could be removed in no other way.

Mr Southey does not bring forward a .single fact in support of these views
;

and, as it seems to us, there are facts which lead to a very different conclu-

sion. In the fii-st place, the poor-rate is ver}' decidedly lower in the manu-

facturing than in the agricultural districts. If Mr Southey will look over the

Parliamentar)' returns on this subject, he will find that the amount of paro-

chial relief required by the labourers in the difierent counties of England is

almost exactly in inverse proportion to the degree in which the manufactur-

ing system has been introduced into those counties. The returns for the years

ending in March 1825, and in March 1828, are now before us. In the former

year we find the poor-rate highest in Sussex, about twenty shillings to every

inhabitant. Then come Buckinghamshire, Essex, Suffolk, Bedfordshire,

Huntingdonshire, Kent, and Norfolk. In all these the rate is above fifteen

shillings a head. We will not go through the whole. Even in Westmore-

land and the North Riding of Yorkshire the rate is at more than eight shil-

lings. In Cumberland and Monmouthshire, the most fortunate of all the

agricultural districts, it is at six shillings. But in the West Riding of York-

shire it is as low as five shillings ; and when we come to Lancashire, we find

it at four shillings, one fifth of what it is in Sussex. The returns of the year

ending in March 1828 are a little, and but a little, more unfavourable to the

manufacturing districts. Lancashire, even in that season of distress, required

a smaller poor-rate than any other district, and little more than one fourth

of the poor-rate raised in Sussex. Cumberland alone, of the agricultural

districts, was as well off as the West Riding of Yorkshire. These facts seem

to indicate that the manufacturer is both in a more comfortable and in a less

dependent situation than the agricultural labourer.

As to the effect of the manufacturing system on the bodily health, we must

beg leave to estimate it by a standard far too low and vulgar for a mind so

imaginative as that of Mr Southey, the proportion of births and deaths. We
know that, during the growth of this atrocious system, this new misery, to

use the phrases of Mr Southey, this new enormity, this birth of a portentous

age, this pest which no man can approve whose heart is not seared or whose

understanding has not been darkened, there has been a great diminution of

mortality, and that this diminution has been greater in the manufacturing

towns than anywhere else. The mortality still is, as it always was, greater

in towns than in the country. But the difference has diminished in an extra-

ordinary degree. There is the best reason to believe that the annual mortality

of Manchester, about the middle of the last century, was one in twenty-eight.

It is now reckoned at one in forty-five. In Glxsgow and Leeds a similar

improvement has taken place. Nay, the rate of mortality in those three greal

capitals of the manufacturing district-i is now considerably le.ss than it was,

fifty years ago. over England and Wales taken together, open country and

all. We might with some plausibility maintain that the peoj^le live longer

because they are l>etter fed, V)eiter lodged, belter clothed, and better attended

in sickness, and that these improvements are owing to that increase of na-

tional wealth which the manufacturing system has produced.

Much more might be said on this subject. But to what end? It is not

from bills of mort.ality and statistical tables that Mr Southey has learned his

political creed. He cannot stoop to study the history of the system which

he abuses, to strike the lialance between the good and evil which it has pro-

duced, to compare disuict with district, or generation with Keneration. We
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will give his own reason for his opinion, the only reason which he gives foi

it, in his own words :

—

" We remained awhile in silence looking upon the assemblae;e of dwellings below
Here, and in the adjoining hamlet of Milbeck, the effects of manufactures and of agri-

culture may be seen and compared. The old cottages are such as the poet and the painter
equally delight in beholding. Substantially built of the native stone without mortar,
dirtied with no white lime, and their long low roofs covered with slate, if they had beea
raised by the magic of some indigenous Amphion's music, the materials could not have
adjusted themselves more beautifully in accord with the surrounding scene ; and time has
still further harmonized them with weather-stains, lichens, and moss, short grasses, and
short fern, and stone-plants of various kinds. The ornamented chimneys, round or square,
less adorned than those which, like little turrets, crest the houses of the Portuguese
peasantry ; and yet not less happily suited to their place, the hedge of dipt box beneath
the windows, the rose-bushes beside the door, the little patch of flower-ground, with its

tall holly-hocks in front ; the garden beside, the bee-hives, and the orchard with its bank
of daffodils and snow-drops, the earliest and the profusest in these p:)rts, indicate in the
owners some portion of ease and leisure, some regard to neatness and comfort, some sense
of natural, and innocent, and healthful enjoyment. The new cottages of the manufac-
turers are upon the manufacturing pattern- -naked, and in a row.
" ' How is it,' said I, ' that every thing which is connected with manufactures presents

such features of unqualified deformity? From the largest of Mammon's temples down to
the poorest hovel in which his helotry are stalled, these edifices have all one character.
Time will not mellow them ; nature will neither clothe nor conceal them ; and they will

remain always as offensive to the eye as to the mind.'"

Here is wisdom. Here are the principles on which nations are to be
governed. Rose-bushes and poor-rates, rather than steam-engines and in-

dependence. Mortality and cottages with weather-stains, rather than health

and long life with edifices which time cannot mellow. We are told, that oiu

age has invented atrocities beyond the imagination of our fathers ; that

society has been brought into a state, compared with which extermination
would be a blessing ; and all because the dwellings of cotton-spinners are

naked and rectangular. Mr .Southey has found out a way, he tells us, iit

which the effects of manufactures and agriculture may be compared. And
what is this way ? To stand on a hill, to look at a cottage and a factory,

and to see which is the prettier. Does Mr Southey think that the body oi

the English peasantry live, or ever lived, in substantial or ornamented cot-

tages, with box-hedges, flower-gardens, bee-hives, and orchards? If not,

what is his parallel worth ? We despise those mock philosophers, who think

that they serve the cause of science by depreciating literature and the fine

arts. But if any thing could excuse their narrowness of mind, it would be

such a book as this. It is not strange that, when one enthusiast makes the

picturesque the test of political good, another should feel inclined to pro-

scribe altogether the pleasures of taste and imagination.

Thus it is that Mr Southey reasons about matters with which he thinks

himself perfectly conversant. We cannot, therefore, be surprised to find that

he commits extraordinaiy blunders wiien he writes on points of which he
acknowledges himself to be ignorant. He confesses that he is not versed in

political economy, and that he has neither liking nor aptitude for it ; and
he then proceeds to read the public a lecture concerning it which fully bears

out his confession.

"All wealth," says Sir Thomas More, "in former times was tangible.

It consisted in land, money, or chattels, which were either of real or con-

ventional value."

Montesinos, as Mr Southey somewhat affectedly calls himself, answers thus

:

"Jewels, for example, and pictures, as in Holland, where indeed at one
time tulip bulbs answered the same purpose."
"That bubble," says .Sir Thomas, " was one of those contagious insanities

to which communities are subject. All wealth was real, till the extent oi

commerce rendered a paper currency necessary ; which differed from pre-

cious stones and pictures in this important point, that there was no limit to

its production."
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" We regard it," says Montesinos, " as the representative of real wealth ;

and, therefore, limited always to the amount of what it represents."

" I'ursue tiiat notion," answers the ghost, " and you will be in the dark

presently. Your provincial bank-notes, which constitute almost wholly tiie

circulating medium of certain districts, pass current to-day. To-morrow,

tidings may come that the house which issued them lias stopl payment, and

what do they represent then ? Vou will find them the shadow of a shade.

"

We .scarcely know at which end to begin to disentangle this knot of ab-

surdities. We might ask, why it should be a greater proof of insanity in men
to set a high value on rare tulips than on rare stones, which are neither more
useful nor more beautiful ? We might ask how it can be said that there is no
limit to the production of paper-money, when a man is hanged if he issues

any in the name of another, and is forced to cash what he issues in his o\vn ?

But Mr Southey's error lies deeper still. " All wealth," says he, " was tan-

gible and real till paper currency was introduced." Now, was there ever,

since men emerged from a state of utter barbarism, an age in which there were

no debts? Is not a debt, while the solvency of the debtor is undoubted,

always reckoned as part of the wealth of the creditor. Vet is it tangible and
real wealth? Does it cease to be wealth, because there is the security of a

written acknowledgment for it? And what else is paper currency? Did Mr
Southey ever read a bank-note ? If he did, he would see that it is a written

acknowledgment of a debt, and a promise to pay that tlebt. The promise

may be violated : the debt may remain unpaid : those to whom it was due

may suffer : but this is a risk not confined to cases of paper currency : it is a

risk inseparable from the relation of debtor and creditor. Every man who
sells goods for any thing but ready money runs the risk of finding ^hat what

he considered as part of liis wealth one day is nothing at all the next day.

Mr Southey "-efers to the picture-galleries of Holland. The pictures were

undoubtedly real and tangible possessions. But surely it might happen that

a burgomaster might owe a |)icture-dealer a thousand guilders for a Teniers.

What in this case corresponds to our paper money is not the picture, which

is tangible, but the claim of the picture-dealer on his customer for the price

of the picture ; and this claim is not tangible. Now, would not the picture-

dealer consider this claim as part of his wealth ? Would not a tradesman

who knew of the claim give credit to the picture-dealer the more readily on

account of the claim ? The burgomaster might be ruined. If so, would not

those consequences follow which, as Mr Southey tells us, were never heard

of till paper money came into use ? Yesterday this claim was worth a thou-

sand guilders. To-day what is it ? The shadow of a shade.

It is trae that, the more readily claims 1 f this sort are transferred from hand
to hand, the more extensive will be the injury produced by a single failure.

The laws of all nations sanction, in certain cases, the transfer of rights not

yet reduced into possession. Mr Southey would scarcely wish, we should

think, that all endorsements of bills and notes should be declared invalid.

Yet even if this were done, the transfer of claims would imperceptibly take

])lace, to a very great extent. When the baker trusts the butcher, for example,

he is in fact, though not in form, trusting the butcher's customers. A man
who owes large bills to tradesmen, and fails to pay them, almost always pro-

duces distres.s through a very wide circle of people with whom he never dealt.

In short, what Mr Southey takes for a difference in kind is only a difTerence

of form n degree. In ever/ society men have claims on th" projjerty of

others. In every society there is a possibility that some debtors may not be
able to fulfil their obligations. In every society, therefore, there is wealth

which is not tangible, and which may become the shadow of a shade.

Mr Southey then proceeds to a dissertation on the national debt, which he
considers in a new and most consolatory light, as a clear addition to the in-

come of the country.
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'' You can understand," says Sir Thomas, " that it constitutes a great part

of the national weahh."
"So large a part," answers Montesinos, "that the interest amounted,

during the prosperous times of agriculture, to as much as the rental of all the

land in Great Britain ; and at present to the rental of all lands, all houses,

and all other fixed crooerty put together.

"

The Ghost and the Laureate agree that it is very desirable that there should

i)e so secure and advantageous a deposit for wealth as the funds afford. Sit

Thomas then proceeds :

—

" Another and far more momentous benefit must not be overlooked ; the

expenditure of an annual interest, equalling, as you have stated, the present

rental of all fixed property."

"That expenditure," quoth Montesinos, "gives employment to half the

industry in tiie kingdom, and feeds half the mouths. Take, indeed, the

weight of the national debt from this great and complicated social machine,

and the wheels must stop."

From this passage we should have been inclined to think that Mr Southey

supposes the dividends to be a free gift periodically sent down from heaven

to the fundholders, as quails and manna were sent to the Israelites ; were it

not that he has vouchsafed, in the following question and answer, to give th€

public some information which, we believe, was very little needed.
" Whence comes the interest ? " says Sir Thomas.
" It is raised," answers Montesinos, "by taxation."

Now, has Mr Southey ever considered what would be done with this sum
if it were not paid as interest to the national creditor? If he would think

over thi« matter for a short time, we suspect that the " momentous benefit

"

of which he talks would appear to him to shrink strangely in amount. A
fundholder, we will suppose, spends dividends amounting to five hundred

pounds a year ; and his ten nearest neighbours pay fifty pounds each to the

tax-gatherer, for the purpose of discharging the interest of the national debt.

If the debt were wiped out, a measure, be it understood, which we by no

means recommend, the fundholder would cease to spend his five hundred

founds a year. He would no longer give employment to industry, or put

food into the mouths of labourers. This Mr Southey thinks a fearful evil.

But is there no mitigating circumstance ? Each of the ten neighbours of our

fundholder has fifty pounds a year more than formerly. Each of them will,

as it seems to our feeble understandings, employ more industry and feed more
mouths than formerly. The sum is exactly the same. It is in different hands.

But on what grounds does Mr Southey call upon us to believe that it is in the

hands of men who will spend it less liberally or less judiciously? lie seems

to think that nobody but a fundholder can employ the poor ; that, if a tax is

remitted, those who formerly used to pay it proceed immediately to dig holes

in the earth, and to bury the sum which the government had been accustomed

to take ; that no money can set industry in motion till such money has been

taken by the tax-gatherer out of one man's pocket and put into another man's

pocket. We really wish that Mr Southey would try to prove this principle,

which is indeed the foundation of his whole theory of finance : for we think

it right to hint to him tliat our hard-hearted and unimaginative generation

will expect some more satisfactory reason than the only one with which he

has yet favoured it, namely, a similitude touching evajjoration and dew.

Both the theory and the illustration, indeed, are old friends of ours. In

every season of distress which we can remember, Mr Southey has been pro-

claiming that it is not from economy, but from increased taxation, that the

country must expect relief ; and he still, we find, places the undoubting faith

of a political Diafoirus, in his

" Resaigiiare, repurgare, et reclysterizare."
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•• A people," he tells us, " may be too rich, but a government cannot he so."
" A state," says he, " cannot have more wealth at its command than may

be employed for the general good, a lilieral expenditure in national works

being one of the surot means of promoiing national prosperity ; and the

benefit being still more obvious, of an expenditure directed to the purposes

of national improvement. Kut a people may be too rich."

We fully admit that a state cannot have at its command more wealth than

may be employeil for the general good. But neither can individuals, or bodies

of indiviiiuals, have at their command more wealth than may be employed for

the general good. If there be no limit to the sum which may be usefully laid

out in public works and national improvement, then wealth, whether in the

hands of private men or of the government, may always, if the possessors

choose to spend it usefully, be usefully spent. The only ground, therefore, on

which Mr Southey can possibly maintain that a government cannot be too rich,

but that a people may be too rich, must be this, that governments are more
likely to spend their money on good objects than private individuals.

But what is useful expenditure? " A liberal expenditure in national works,"

says Mr Southey, " is one of the surest means for promoting national pros-

perity." What does he mean by national prosperity? Does he mean the

wealth of the state? If so, his reasoning runs thus : The more wealth a state

has the better ; for the more wealth a state has the more wealth it will have.

This is surely something like that fallacy, which is ungallantly termed a lady's

reason. If by national prosperity he means the wealth of the people, of how
gross a contradiction is Mr Southey guilty. A people, he tells us, may be too

rich : a government cannot : for a government can employ its riches in making
the people richer. The wealth of the people is to be taken from them, because

they have too much, and laid out in works, which will yield them more.

We are really at a loss to determine whether Mr Southey's reason for re-

commending large taxation is that it will make the people rich, or that it will

make them poor. But we are sure that, if his object is to make them rich,

he takes the wrong course. There are two or three principles respecting

public works, which, as an experience of vast extent proves, may be trusted

in almost every case.

It scarcely ever happens that any private man or body ofmen will invest pro-

perty in a canal, a tunnel, or a bridge, but from an expectation that the outlay

will be profitable to them. No work of this sort can be profitable to private

speculators, unless the public be willing to pay for the use of it. The public will

not pay of their own accord for what yields no profit or convenience to them.

There is thus a direct and obvious connection between the motive which in-

duces individuals to undertake such a work, and the utility of the work.

Can we find any such connection in the case of a pubHc work executed by a

government ? If it is useful, are the individuals who rule the countr)- richer ?

If it is useless, are they poorer ? A public man may be solicitous for his credit.

But is not he likely to gain more creditbyan useless displayof ostentatiousarchi-

tecture in a great town tli.an by the best road or the best canal in some remote

province ? The fame of public works is a much less certain test of their utility

than the amount of toll collected at them. In a corrupt age, there will be direct

eml)e77.1ement. In the purest age, there will be abundance of jobbing. Never
were the statesmen of any country more sensitive to public oj)inion, and more
spotless in pecuniary transactions, than those who have of lategovemeil Kng-

land. Yet we have only to look at the buiUlings recently erected in London for

aproofof our rule. In a bad age, thefateof the public is to be robbed outright.

In a goxl age, it is merely to have the dearest and the worst of every thing.

Buildings for state purposes the state must erect. And here we think that,

in general, the state ought to stop. We firmly believe that five hundred thou-

sand pounds subscribed by individual kit rail-roads or canals would produce
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more advantage to the public than five millions voted by Parliament for the

same purpose. There are certain old saws about the master's eye and about

evei7 body's business, in which we place very great faith.

There is, we have said, no consistency in Mr Southey's political system.

But if there be in his political system any leading principle, any one error which

diverges more widely and variously than any other, it is that ofwhich his theory

about national works is a ramification. He conceives that the business of the

magistrate is, not merely to see that the persons and property of the people

are secure from attack, but that he ought to be a jack-of-all-trades, architect,

engineer, schoolmaster, merchant, theologian, a Lady Bountiful in every

parish, a Paul Pry in every house, spying, eaves-dropping, relieving, ad-

monishing, spending our money for us, and choosing our opinions for us. His
principle is, if we understand it rightly, that no man can do any thing so well

for himself as his rulers, be they who they may, can ao it for him, and that a

government approaches nearer and nearer to perfection, in proportion as it

interferes more and more with the habits and notions of individuals.

He seems to be fully convinced that it is in the power of government to

relieve all the distresses under which the lower orders labour. Nay, he con-

siders doubt on this subject as impious. We cannot refrain from quoting his

argument on this subject. It is a perfect jewel of logic.

"'Many thousands in your metropolis,' says Sir Thomas More, 'rise every morning
without knowing how they are to subsist during the day : as many of them, where they
are to lay their heads at night. Al! men, even the vicious themselves, know that wicked-
ness leads to misery : but many, even among the good and the wise, have yet to ieam
that misery is almost as often the cause of wickedness.'

' 'There are many,' says Montesinos, 'who know this, but believe that it is not in the
power of human institutions to prevent this misery. They see the effect, but regard the
Causes as inseparable from the condition of human nature.'

" ' As surely as God is good,' replies Sir Thomas, ' so surely there is no such thing as
necessary evil. For, by the religious mind, sickness, and pain, and death, are not to be
accounted evils.""

Now if sickness, pain, and death are not evils, we cannot understand why
it should be an evil that thousands should rise without knowing how they are

to subsist. The only evil of hunger is that it produces first pahi, then sick-

ness, and finally death. If it did not produce these, it would be no calamity.

If these are not evils, it is no calamity. We will propose a very plain

dilemma : either physical pain is an evil, or it is not an evil. If it is an evil,

then there is necessary evil in the universe : if it is not, why should the poor
be delivered from it?

Mr .Southey entertains as exaggerated a notion of the wisdom of govern-

ments as of their power. He speaks with the greatest disgust of the respect

now paid to public opinion. That opinion is, according to him, to be dis-

trusted and dreaded ; its usurpation ought to be vigorously resisted ; and the

practice of yielding to it is likely to niiu the country. To maintain police is,

according to him, only one of the ends of government. The duties of a niler

are patriarchal and paternal. He ought to consider the moral discipline of

the people as his first object, to establish a religion, to train the whole com-
munity in that religion, and to consider all dissenters as his own enemies.

" 'Nothing,' says Sir Thomas, ' ismore cert.ain, than that religion is the basis upon which

civil government rests ; that from religion power derives its authority, laws their efficacy,

and both their zeai and sanction ; and it is nece.ssary that this re i^icn be established as

for the security of the state, and for the welfare of the people, who would otherwise be
moved to and fro with every wind of doctrine. A state is secure in proportion as the people

are attached to its institutions : it is therefore the first and plainest rule of sound policy,

that the people be trained up in the way they should go. The state that neglects this pre-

pares its own destruction ; and they who train them in any other way are undermining

it. Nothing in abstract science can be more certain than these positions are.'

" ' All of which,' answers Montesinos, ' are nevertheless dsnied by our professors of the

arts Babblative and Scribblative : some in the audacity of evil designs, and others in the

glorious assurance of impenetrable isnorauce>'
"
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The greater part of ihe two volumes before us is merely an amplification

of these paragraphs. What does Mr Southey mean by saying that religion is

demonstrably the basis of civil government? He cannot surely mean that

men have no motives except those derived from religion for establishing and

supporting civil government, that no temporal advantage is derived from civil

government, that men would experience no temporal inconvenience from

living in a state of anarchy ? If he allows, as we think he must allow, that it

is for the good of mankind in this world to have civil government, and that

the great majority of mankind have always thought it for their good in this

world to have civil government, we then have a basis for government quite

distinct from religion. It is true that the Christian religion sanctions govern-

ment, as it sanctions ever\' thing v liich promotes the happiness arid virtue of

our species. But we are at a loss to conceive in what sense religion can be

said to be the basis of government, in which religion is not also the basis of

the practices of eating, drinking, and lighting fires in cold weather. Nothing

in history is more certain than that government has existed, has received some

obedience, and has given some protection, in times in which it derived no

support from religion, in times in which there was no religion that influenced

the hearts and lives of men. It was not from dread of Tartarus, or from

l^lief in the Elysian fields, that an Athenian wished to have some institutions

which might keep Orestes from filching his cloak, or Midias from breaking

his head. " It is from religion," says Mr Southey, " that power derives its

authority, and laws their efficacy." From what religion does our power over

the Hindoos derive its authority, or the law in virtue of which we hang

Brahmins its efficacy ? For thousands of years civil government has existed

in almost every comer of the world, in ages of priestcraft, in ages of fanati-

cism, in ages of Epicurean indifference, in ages of enlightened piety. How-
ever pure or impure the faith of the people might be, whether they adored a

benencent or a malignant power, whether they thought the soul mortal or

immortal, they have, as soon as they ceased to be absolute savages, found out

their need of civil government, and instituted it accordingly. It is as uni-

versal as the practice of cooker}-. Yet, it is as certain, says Mr Southey, as

any thing in abstract science, that government is founded on religion. We
should like to know what notion Mr Southey has of the demonstrations of

abstract science. A very vague one, we suspect.

The proof proceeds. As religion is the basis of government, and as the

state is secure in proportion as the people are attached to public institutions,

it is therefore, says Mr Southey, the first rule of policy, that the government
should train the people in the way in which they should go ; and it is plain

that those who train them in any other way are undermining the state.

Now it does not appear to us to be the first object that people should always

believe in the established religion and be attached to the established govern-

ment. A religion may be false. A government may be oppressive. And
whatever supportgovernment gives to false religions, or religion to oppressive

governments, we consider a.s a clear evil.

The maxim, that governments ought to train the people in the way in

which they should go, sounds well. But is there any reason for believing

that a government is more likely to lead the people in the right way than the

people to fall into the right way of thern.selves ? Have there not lieen

governments which were blind leaders of the blind ? Are tliere not still such
governments ? Can it be laid down as a general nile that the movement of

political and religious truth is rather downwards from the government to the

people than upwards from the people to the government ? These are questions

which it is of importance to have clearly resolved. Mr Southey declaims

against public opinion, which is now, he tells us, usurjnng supreme power.
Formerly, accordinjr to him» the laws governed ; now public opinion x/ovems.
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What are laws but expressions of the opinion of some class which has power
over the rest of the community ? By what was the world ever governed
but by the opinion of some person or persons ? By what else can it ever
be governed ? What are all systems, religious, political, or scientific, but
opinions resting on evidence more or less satisfactory? The question is not
between human opinion and some higher and more certain mode of arriving

at truth, but between opinion and opinion, between the opinions of one man
and another, or of one class and another, or of one generation and another.

Public opinion is not infallible ; but can Mr Southey constract any institu-

tions which shall secure to us the guidance of an infallible opinion ? Can Mr
Southey select any family, any profession, any class, in short, distinguished

by any plain badge from the rest of the community, whose opinion is more
likely to be just than this much abused public opinion ? Would he choose
the peers, for example ? Or the two hundred tallest men in the country? Or
the poor Knights of Windsor ? Or children who are born with cauls ? Or the

seventh sons of seventh sons ? We cannot suppose that he would recommend
popular election ; for that is merely an appeal to public opinion. And to say
that society ought to be governed by the opinion of the wisest and best, though
true, is useless. Whose opinion is to decide who are the wisest and best?

Mr Southey and many other respectable people seem to think that, when
they have once proved the moral and religious training of the people to be a

most important object, it follows, of course, that it is an object which the

government ought to pursue. They forget that we have to consider, not merely

the goodness of the end, but also the fitness of the means. Neither in the

natural nor in the political body have all members the same office. There is

surely no contradiction in saying that a certain section of the community may
be quite competent to protect the persons and property of the rest, yet quite

unfit to direct our opinions, or to superintend our private habits.

So strong is the interest of a mler to protect his subjects against all depre-

dations and outrages except his own, so clear and simple are the means by

which this end is to be effected, that men are probably better off under the

worst governments in the world than they would be in a state of anarchy.

Even when the appointment of magistrates has been left to chance, as in the

Italian Republics, things have gone on far better than if there had been no
magistrates at all, and if every man had done what seemed right in his own
eyes. But we see no reason for thinking that the opinions of the magistrate on
speculative questions are more likely to be right than those of any other man.
None of the modes by which a magistrate is appointed, popular election, the

accident of the lot, or the accident of birth, affords, as far as we can perceive,

much security for his being wiser than any of his neighbours. The chance of

his being wiser than all his neighbours together is still smaller. Now we
cannot understand how it can be laid down that it is the duty and the right

of one class to direct the opinions of another, unless it can be proved that

the former class is more likely to form just opinions than the latter.

The duties of government would be, as Mr Southey says that they are,

paternal, if a government were necessarily as much superior in wisdom to a

people as the most foolish father, for a time, is to the most intelligent child,

and if a government loved a people as fathers generally love their children.

But there is no reason to believe that a government will have either the

paternal warmth of affection or llie paternal superiority of intellect. Mi
Southey might as well say that the duties of the shoemaker are paternal,

and that it is an usuq:)ation in any man not of the craft to say that his shoes

are bad and to insist on having better. The division of labour would be no
blessing, if those by whom a thing is done were to pay no attention to the

opinion of those for whom it is done. The slioemaker, in tlie Relapse, tells

Lord I'oppington that his lordship is mistaken in supposing that his shoe
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finches.
" It does not pinch ; it cannot pinch ; I know my business ; and

never maile a better shoe." This is the way in which Mr Southey would

have a government treat a people wlio usurp the privilege of thinking. Nay,

the shoemaker of Vanbnigh has the advantage in the cwnparison. Ho
contented himself with regidating his customer's shoes, about which he had

peculiar means of information, and did not presume to dictate about the

coat and hat. But Mr Southey would have the rulei-s of a country prescribe

opinions to the people, not only about politics, but about matters conceniing

which a government has no peculiar sources of information, and concerning

which any man in the streets may know as much and think as justly as the

King, namely, religion and morals.

Men are never so likely to settle a question rightly as when they discuss it

freely. A government can inteifere in discussion only by making it less free

than it would otherwise be. Men are most likely to form just opinions when
they have no other wish than to know the tnitli, and are exempt from all

influence either of hope or fear. Government, as government, can bring

nothing but the influence of hopes and fears to .support its doctrines. It

carries on controversy, not with reasons, but with threats and bribes. If it

employs reasons, it does so, not in virtue of any powers which belong to it

as a government. Thus, instead of a contest between argument and argu-

ment, we have a contest between argument and force. Instead of a contest

in which tmth, from the natural constitution of the human mind, has a decided

advantage over falsehood, we have a contest in which truth can be victorious

only by accident.

And what, after all, is the security which this training gives to govern-

ments? Mr Southey would scarcely propose that discussion should be r.iore

efTectually shackled, that public opinion should be more strictly disciplim I

into confonnity with established institutions, than in Spain and Italy. Yet

we know that the restraints which exist in Spain and Italy have not pre-

vented atheism from sj^reading among the educated classes, and especially

among those whose office it is to minister at the altars of God. All oi.r

readers know how, at the time of the French Revolution, priest after priest

came forward to declare that his doctrine, his ministry, his whole life, had

been a lie, a mummery during which he could scarcely compose his counte-

nance sufficiently to carry on the imposture. This was the case of a false,

or at least of a grossly cornipted religion. Let us take then the case of all

others most favourable to ^Ir Southey's argvmient. Let us take that form

of religion which he holds to be the purest, the system of the Arminian part

of the Church of England. Let us take the form of government which he

most admires and regrets, the government of England in tlie lime of Charles

the First. Would he wish to see a closer connection between church and

state than then existed? Would he wish for more powerful ecclesiastical

tribunals? for a more zealous king? for a more active primate? Would he

Mrish to see a more complete monopoly of public instruction given to the

Established Chtirch ? Could any government do more to train the peo])le in

the way in which he would have them go? And in what did all this train-

ing end ? The Report of the state of the Province of (.'anlerbury, <lelivered

by Laud to his master at the close of 1639, represents (he Church of England

as in the highest and most palmy state. So efTectually had the government

pursued that policy which Mr Southey wishes to see revived that there was

scarcely the least appearance of dissent. Most of the bishops stated that all

was well among their flocks. Seven or eight persons in the diocese of

Peterborough had seemed refractory to the church, but had made ample sub-

mission. In Norfolk and Suffolk all whom there had been reason to suspect

had m.ade profe.ssion of confonnity, and appeared to observe it strictly. It

is confessed that there was a little difficulty in bringing some of the vulgar in
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Suffolk to take the sacrament at the rails in the chancel. This was the only

open instance of non-conformity which the vigilant eye of Laud could detect

in all (he dioceses of his twenty-one suffragans, on the very eve of a revolu-

tion in which primate, and church, and monarch, and monarchy were to

perish together.

At which time would Mr Southey pronounce the constitution more secure;

in 1639, when Laud presented this Report to Charles ; or now, when thou-
sands of meetings openly collect millions of dissenters, when designs against

the tithes are openly avowed, when books attacking not only the Estabhsh-
ment, but the first principles of Christianity, are openly sold in the streets?

The signs of discontent, he tells us, are stronger in England now than in

France when the States-General met : and hence he would have us infer that

a revolution like that of France may be at hand. Does he not know that

the danger of states is to be estimated, not by what breaks out of the public

mind, but by what stays in it ? Can he conceive anything more terrible than

the situation of a government which rules without apprehension over a
people of hypocrites, which is flattered by the press and cursed in the inner

chambers, which exults in the attachment and obedience of its subjects, and
knows not that those subjects are leagued against it in a freemasonry of

hatred, the sign of which is every day conveyed in the glance of ten thou-

sand eyes, the pressure of ten thousand hands, and the tone of ten thousand
voices ? Profound and ingenious policy ! Instead of curing the disease, to

remove those symptoms by which alone its nature can be known ! To leave

the serpent his deadly sting, and deprive him only of his warning rattle !

When tlie people whom Charles Iiad so assiduously trained in the good
way had rewarded his paternal care by cutting off his head, a new kind of

training came into fashion. Another government arose which, like the for-

mer, considered religion as its surest basis, and the religious discipline of

the people as its first duty. Sanguinary laws were enacted against libertinism;

prof^ane pictures were burned ; drapeiy was put on indecorous statues ; the

tlieatrt-s were shut up; fast-days were numerous; and the Parliament resolved

that no person should be admitted into any public employment, unless the

House .should be first satisfied of his vital godliness. We know what was
the end of this training. We know that it ended in impiety, in filthy and
heartless sensuality, in the dissolution of all ties of honour and morality.

We know that at this very day scriptural phrases, scriptural names, perhaps
some scriptural doctrines, excite disgust and ridicule, solely because they are

asSbcialed vnth the austerity of that period.

Thus has the experiment of training the people in established forms of

religion been twdce tried in England on a large scale, once by Charles and
Laud, and once by the Puritans. The High Tories of our time still enter-

tain many of the feelings and opinions of Charles and I^aud, though in a
mitigated form ; nor is it difficult to see that the heirs of the Puritans are
still amongst us. It would be desirable that each of these parties should
remember how little advantage or honour it formerly derived from the closest

alliance with power, that it fell by the support of rulers, and rose by their

opposition, that of the two .systems that in which the people were at any time
drilled was always at that time the unpopular system, that the training of the

High Cliurch ended in the reign of the Puritans, and that the training of

the Puritans ended in the reign of the harlots.

This was /juile natural. Nothing is so galling to a people not broken in

from the birth as a paternal, or, in other words, a meddling government, a
government which tells them what to read, and say, and eat, and drink, and
wear. Our fathers could not bear it two hundred years ago ; and we are

not more patient than they. Mr Southey thinks that the yoke of the church
is dropping off because it is loose. We feel convmced that it is borne only
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because it is easy, aiul that, in ilie ill^tant in which an attempt is made to

tighten it, it will be tlun^' away. It will Le neither the fiiit nor the strungcst

yoke that has been broken asunder aiid trampled under foot in the day of

the vengeance of England.

How far Mr Sou»hey would have the government carry its measures for

training the people in the doctrines of the church, we are unable to discover.

In one passage Sir Thomas More asks with great vehemence,
" Is it possible that your laws should suffer the unbelievers to exist as a

party ? Vetitum est adeo sccleris nihil ?
"

Montesinos answers. "They avow themselves in defiance of the laws.

The fashionable doctrine which the press at this time maintains is, that this

is a matter in which the laws ought not to interfere, every man having a

right, both to fonn what opinion he pleases upon religious subjects, and to

promulgate that opinion."

It is dear, therefore, that Mr Soulhey would not give full and perfect

toleration to infidehty. In another pa>sage, however, he observes with some
truth, tliough too sweepingly, that " any degree of intolerance short of that

full extent which the Papal Cliurch exercises where it has the power, acts

upon the opinions which it is intended to suppress, like pruning upon vigor-

ous plants ; tl»ey grow the stronger for it. " These two passages, put together,

would lead us to the conclusion that, in Mr Soulhey s opinion, the utmost

severity ever employed by the Roman Catholic Church in the days of its

greatest power ought to be employed against unbelievers in England ; in

plain words, that Carhle and his shopmen ought to be burned in Smithfield,

and that ^\&r^' person who, when called upon, should decline to make a

solemn profession of Christianity ought to sutler the same fate. We do not,

however, believe that Mr Southey would recommend such a course, though

his language would, according to all the rules of logic, justify us m supposing

this to be his meaning. His opinions form no systnn at all. He never sees,

at one glance, more of a question than will furnish matter for one flowing and

well-turned sentence ; so that it would be the heigh', of unfairness to charge

him personally with holding a doctrine merely becaur.e that doctrine is de-

ducible, though by the closest and most accurate reasoning, from the premises

which he has laid" down. NVe are, therefore, left completely in the dark as

to Mr Soutltey's opinions about toleration. Immediat;.ly after censuring the

government for not punishing infidels, he proceeds to iiscujs the question of

the Catholic disabilities, now, thank God, removed, und defends them on

the ground that the Catholic doctrines tend to persecution, and that the

Catholics persecuted when they had power.

"They must persecute," says he, " if they believe their owti creed, for

conscience sake ; and if they do not believe it, they must persecute for

policy ; because it is only by intolerance that so corru[ .t and injurious a system

can be upheld."
That unbelievers should not be persecuted is an instance of national de-

pravity at which the glorified spirits stand aghast, ^'et a sect of Christians

is to l)e excluded from power, because those win. formerly held the same
opinions were guilty of persecution. We have said that we do not very well

know what Mr Southey s opinion about toleration is. But, on the whole,

we take it to be this, that everybody is to tolerate him, and that he is to

tolerate nobody.
We will not be deterred by any fear of misrepresentation from expressing

our hearty approbation of the mild, wise, and eminently Christian manner
in which the Church and the Government hav: lately acted with respect to

blasphemous publications. We praise them ij-. not having thought it neces-

sary to encircle a religion pure, merciful, and 1 hilosophical, a religion to the

evidence of which the highest intellects havt- vielded, with the defences 0/
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a false and bloody superstition. The ark of God was never taken till it was
surrounded by the arms of earthly defenders. In captivity its sanctity was
sufficient to vindicate it from insult, and to lay the hostile fiend prostrate on
the threshold of his own temple. The real security of Christianity is to be
found in its benevolent morality, in its exquisite adaptation to the human
heart, in the facility with which its scheme accommodates itself to the capacity
of every human intellect, in the consolation which it bears to the house of
mourning, in the light with which it brightens the great mystery of the grave.

To such a system it can bring no addition of dignity or of strength, that it is

part and parcel of the common law. It is not now for the first time left to

rely on the force of its own evidences and the attractions of its own beauty.

Its sublime theology confounded the Grecian schools in the fair conflict of
reason with reason. The bravest and wisest of the Csesars found their arms
and their policy unavailing, when opposed to the weapons that were not
carnal and the kingdom that was not of this world. The victory which Por-
phyry and Diocletian failed to gain is not, to all appearance, reserved for

any of those who have, in this age, directed their attacks against the last

restraint of the powerful and the last hope of the wretched. The whole his-

tory of Christianity shows, that she is in far greater danger of being corrupted
by the alliance of power, than of being crushed by its opposition. Those
who thrust temporal sovereignty upon her treat her as their prototypes treated

her author. They bow the knee, and spit upon her ; they cry " Hail !

" and
smite her on the cheek ; they put a sceptre in her hand, but it is a fragile

reed ; they crown her, but it is with thorns ; they cover with purple the wounds
which their own hands have inflicted on her ; and inscribe magnificent titles

over the cross on which they have fixed her to perish in ignominy and pain.

The general view which Mr Southey takes of the prospects of society is

/ery gloomy ; but we comfort ourselves with the consideration that Mr
Southey is no prophet. He foretold, we remember, on the very eve of the

abolition of the Test and Corporation Acts, that these hateful laws were im-

mortal, and that pious minds would long be gratified by seeing the most
solemn religious rite of the Church profaned for the purpose of upholding her

political supremacy. In the book before us, he says that Catholics cannot
possibly be admitted into Parliament until those whom Johnson called " the

bottomless Whigs " come into power. While the book was in the press, the

prophecy was falsified ; and a Tory of the Tories, Mr Southey's own favourite

hero, won and wore that noblest wreath, "Ob cives servatos."

The signs of the times, Mr Southey tells us, are very threatening. His
fears for the country would decidedly ]M-eponderate over his hopes, but for

his firm reliance on the mercy of God. Now, as we know that God has
once suffered the civilised world to be overran by savages, and the Christian

religion to be cormpted by doctrines which made it, for some ages, almost
as bad as Paganism, we cannot think it inconsistent with his attributes that

similar calamities should again befal mankind.
We look, however, on the state of the world, and of this kingdom in par-

ticular, with much greater satisfaction and with better hopes. Mr Southey
speaks with contempt of those who think the savage state happier than the

social. On this subject, he says, Rousseau never imposed on him even in

his youth. But he conceives that a community which has advanced a little

way in civilisation is happier than one which has made greater progress.

The Britons in the time of Caesar were happier, he suspects, than the English

of the nineteenth century. On the whole, he selects the generation which
preceded the Reformation as that in which the people of this country were

i)etter off than at any time before or since.

This opinion rests on nothing, as far as we can see, except his own indi-

vidual associations. He is a man of letters ; and a life destitute of lileraiy
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pleasures seems insipid to him. He abhors the spirit of the present genera-

tion, the severity of its studies, the boldness of its inquiries, and the ilisdain

with which it regards some old prejudices by which his own mind is held in

bondage. He dislikes an utterly unenlightened age ; he dislikes an investi-

gating and reforming age. The first twenty years of the si.xteenlh century

would have exactly suited him. They furnished just the quantity of intel-

lectual excitement which he requires. The learned few read and wrote
largely. A scholar was held in high estimation. But the rabble did not

presume to think ; and even the most inquiring and independent of the

educated classes paid more reverence to auUiority, and less to reason, than
is usual in our time. This is a state of things in which Mr Southey would
have found himself quite comfortable ; and, accordingly, he pronounces it

the happiest state of things ever known in the world.

The savages were wretched, says Mr Southey ; but the people in the time
of Sir Thomas More were happier than either they or we. Now we think
it quite certain that we have the advantage over the contemporaries of Sir

Thomas More, in even.' point in which they had any advantage over savages.

Mr Southey does not even pretend to maintain that the people in the

sixteenth century were better lodged or clothed than at present. He seems
to admit that in these respects there has been some little improvement. It

is indeed a matter about which scarcely any doubt can exist in the most per-

verse mind that the improvements of machinery have lowered the price of

manufactured articles, and have brought within the reach of the poorest some
conveniences which Sir Thomas More or his master could not have obtained

at any price.

The labouring classes, however, were, according to Mr Southey, belter

fed three hundred years ago than at present. We believe that he is com-
pletely in error en this point. The condition of servants in noble and wealthy
families, and of scholars at the Universities, must surely have been better

in those times than that of day-labourers ; and we are sure that it was not

better than that of our workhouse paupers. From the household book o(

the Northumberland family, we find that in one of the greatest establish-

ments of the kingdom the servants lived very much as common sailors live

now. In the reign of Edward the Sixth the state of ihe students at Cam-
bridge is described to us, on the very best authority, as mo.^t wretched.
Many of them dined on pottage made of a farthing's worth of beef with a
little salt and oatmeal, and literally nothing else. This account we have
from a contemporar)- master of St John's. Our parish poor now eat wheaten
bread. In the sixteenth century the labourer was glad to get barley, and
was often forced to content himself with poorer fare. In Harrison's intro-

duction to Hollinshed we have an account of the state of our working popu-
lation in the "golden days," as Mr Southey calls them, "of good Queen
Bess." "The gentilitie," says he, ''commonly provide themselves suffi-

ciently of wheat for their own tables, v\hylest their household and poore
neighbours in some shires are inforced to content themselves with rve or
barleie ; yea, and in time of dearth, many with bread made eytlierof beanes,

peason, or otes, or of altogether, and some acornes among. I will not say
that this extremity is oft so well to be seen in time of plentie as of dearth ;

but if I should I could easily bring my trial : for albeit there be much more
groimde eared nowe almost in everve place then hathe beene of late yeares,

yet such a price of come continueth xn cache towne and markete, without
any just cause, that the artificer and poore labouring man is not able to

reach untc 't, but is driven to content himself with horse-come." We should
like to see what the effect would be of putting any ijari?>li in England now
on allowance of "horse-come." The helotry of Mammon are not, ni our

day, so easily enforced to content themselves as the peasantry of that hap[jy



ii8 SOUTHEY'S COLLOQUIES ON SOCIETY. -

period, as Mr Southey considers it, which elapsed between the fall of the
feudal and the rise of the commercial tyranny.
"The people," says Mr Southey, "are worse fed than when they were

fishers." And yet in another place he complains that they will not eat fish.

"They have contracted," says he, " I know not how, some obstinate pre-

judice against a kind of food at once wholesome and delicate, and every
where to be obtained chea])ly and in abundance, were the demand for it as
general as it ought to be." It is true that the lower orders have an obsti-

nate prejudice against fish. But hunger has no such obstinate prejudices.

If what was formerly a common diet is now eaten only in times of severe
pressure, the inference is plain. The people must be fed with what they at

least think better food than that of their ancestors.

The advice and medicine which the poorest labourer can now obtain, in

disease or after an accident, is far superior to what Henry the Eighth could
have commanded. Scarcely any part of the country is out of the reach of

practitioners who are probably not so far inferior to Sir Henry Halford as

they are superior to Dr Butts. That there has been a great improvement in

this respect, Mr Southey allows. Indeed he could not well have denied it.

" But," says he, " the evils for which these sciences are the palliative, have
increased since the time of the Druids, in a proportion that heavily over-

weighs the bcAefit of improved therapeutics." We know nothing either of
the diseases or the remedies of the Braids. But we are quite sure that the
improvement of medicine has far more than kept pace v/ith the increase of

disease during the last three centuries. This is proved by the best possible

evidence. The term of human life is decidedly longer in England than in

any former age, respecting which we possess any information on which we
can rely. All the rants in the world about picturesque cottages and temples
of Mammon will not shake this argument. No test of the physical well-

being of society can be named so decisive as that which is furnished by bills

of mortality. That the lives of the people of this country have been gradu-
ally lengthening during the course of several generations, is as certain as any
fact in statistics ; and that the lives of men should become longer and longer,

while their bodily condition during life is becoming worse and worse, is

utterly incredible.

Let our readers think over these circumstances. Let them take into the
account the sweating sickness and the plague. Let them take into the
account that fearful disease which first made its appearance in the genera-
tion to which Mr Southey assigns the palm of felicity, and raged through
Europe with a fury at which the physician stood aghast, and before which
the people were swept away by myriads. Let them consider the state of
the northern counties, constantly the scene of robberies, rapes, massacres,
and conflagrations. Let them add to all this the fact that seventy-two
thousand persons suffered death by the hands of the executioner during the
reign of Henry the Eighth, and judge between the nineteenth and the six-

teenth centuiy.

We do not say that the lower orders in England do not sufier severe hard-
ships. But, in spite of Mr Southey's assertions, and in spite of the asser-

tions of a class of politicians, who, differing from Mr Southey in every other
point, agree \vith him in this, we are inclined to doubt whether the labour-
ing classes here really suffer greater physical distress than the labouring classes

of the most flourishing countries of the Continent.

It will scarcely be maintained that the lazzaroni who sleep under the por-
ticoes of Naples, or the beggars who besiege the convents of .Spain, are in a
happier situation than the English commonalty. The distress which has
lately been experienced in the northern part of Germany, one of the best

governed and most prosperous regions of Europe, surpasses, ifwe have been
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•rectly infomied, any thing which has of late years l)een knmni among ns.

Norway and Sweden tlic peasantry are constantly compelleil ti; mix bark
with their bread ; and even this expedient has not always preserved whole
families and neighbourhoo<ls from jierishing together of famine. An experi-

ment has lately been tried in the kingdom of the Netherlands, which has

been cited to prove the possibility of establishing agricultural colonies on the

wxste lands of England, but which proves to our minds nothing so clearly as

this, that the rate of subsistence to which the lalwuring classes are reduced

in the Netherlands is miserably low, and ver)' far inferior to that of the Eng-
lish paupers. No distress which the people here have endured for centuries

approaches to that which has been felt by the Erench in our own time. The
beginning of the year 1817 was a time of great distress in this island. But

the state of the lowest classes here was luxury compared with that of the

people of France. We find in Magendie's "Journal de Physiologie Ex-
perimentale " a paper on a point of physiology connected with the distress

of that season. It appears that the inhabitants of six departments, Aix,

Jura, Doubs, Haute Saone, \'osges, and Saone-et-Loire, were reduced first

to oatmeal and potatoes, and at last to nettles, bean-stalks, and other kinds

of herbage fit only for cattle ; that when the next harvest enabled them to

eat barley-bread, many of them died from intemperate indulgence in wliaf

they thought an exquisite repast ; and that a dropsy of a peculiar description

was produced by the hard fare of the year. Dead bodies were found on the

roads and in the fields. A single surgeon dissected six of these, and found

the stomach shrunk, and filled with the unwholesome aliments which hunger

had driven men to share with beasts. Such extremity of distress as this

is never heard of in England, or even in Ireland. We are, on the whole,

inclined to think, though we would speak with diffidence on a point on which

it would be rash to pronounce a positive judgment without a much longer

and closer investigation than we have bestowed upon it, that the labouring

classes of this island, though they have their grievances and distresses, some
produced by their own improvidence, some by the errors of their rulers, are

on the whole better off as to physical comforts than the inhabitants of any
equally extensive district of the old world. For this very reason, suffering

is more acutely felt and more loudly bewailed here than elsewhere. We
must take into the account the liberty of discussion, and the strong interest

which the opponents of a ministry always have to exaggerate the extent of

the public disasters. There are countries in which the people quietly endure

distress that here would shake the foundations of the state, countries in which
the inhabitants of a whole province turn out to eat grass with less clamour
than one Spitalfields weaver would make here, if the overseers were to put

him on barley-bread. In those new commonwealths in which a civilised

population hxs at its command a boundless extent of the richest soil, the

condition of the labourer is probably happier than in any society which has

lasted for many centuries. But in the old world we must confess ourselves

unable to find any satisfactory record of any great nation, past or present,

in which the working classes have been in a more comfortable situation than

in England during the last thirty years. When this i>land was thinly

peopled, it wxs barbarous : there was little capital ; and that little was in-

secure. It is now the richest and the most highly civilised spot in the world

;

but the population is dense. Thus we have never known that golden age
which the lower orders in the United States are now enjoying. We have
never known an age of liberty, of order, and of education, an age in which
the mechanical sciences were carried to a great height, yet in which the

people were not sufficiently numerous to cultivate even the most fertile valleys.

But, when we compare our own condition with that of our ancestors, we
think it clear that the advantages arising from the progres" of civilisation
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have far more than counterbalanced the disadvantages arising from the pro-

gress of population. While our numbers have increased tenfold, our wealth

lias increased a hundredfuld. Though there are so many more people to

share the wealth now existing in the country than there were in the sixteenth

century, it seems certain that a greater share falls to almost every individual

than fell to the share of any of the corresponding class in the sixteenth cen-

tury. The King keeps a more splendid court. The establishments of the

nobles are more magnificent. The esquires are richer ; the merchants are

richer ; the shopkeepers are richer. The serving-man, the artisan, and the

husbandman, have a more copious and palatable supply of food, better

clothing, and better furniture. This is no reason for tolerating abuses, or

for neglecting any means of ameliorating the condition of our poorer country-

men. But it is a reason against telling them, as some of our philosophers

are constantly telling them, that they are the most wretched people who
ever existed on the face of the earth.

We have already adverted to Mr Southey's amusing doctrine about na-

tional wealth. A state, says he, cannot be too rich ; but a people may be
too rich. His reason for thinking this is extremely curious.

"A people may be too rich, because it is the tendency of the commercial, and more
especially of the manufacturing system, to collect wealth rather than to diffuse it. Where
wealth is necessarily employed in any of the speculations of trade, its increase is in pro-
portion to its amount. Great capitalists become like pikes in a fish-pond, who devour
the weaker fish ; and it is but too certain, that the poverty of one part of the people
seems to increase in the same ratio s.-^ the riches of another. There are examples of this

in history. In Portugal, when the high tide of wealth flowed in from the conquests in

Africa and the East, the effect of that great influx was not more visible in the augmented
splendour of the court, and the luxury of the higher ranks, than in the distress of the
people."

Mr Southey's instance is not a very fortunate one. The wealth which did

so little for the Portuguese was not the fruit either of manufactures or of com-
merce carried on by private individuals. It was the wealth, not of the people,

but of the government and its creatures, of those who, as Mr Southey thinks,

can never be too rich. The fact is, that Mr Southey's proposition is opposed
to all history, and to the ph;enomena which surround us on every side. Eng-
land is the richest country in Europe, the most commercial country, and the

country in which manufactures flourish most. Russia and Poland are the
poorest countries in Euro]:)e. They have scarcely any trade, and none but

the rudest manufactures. Is wealth more diffused in Russia and Poland than
in England? There are individuals in Russia and Poland whose incomes are

probably equal to those of our richest countrymen. It may be doubted
whether there are not, in those countries, as many fortunes of eighty thousand
a year as here. But are there as many fortunes of two thousand a year, or

of one thousand a year? There are parishes in England which contain more
people of between three hundred and three thousand pounds a year than
could be found in all the dominions of the Emperor Nicholas. The neat and
commodious houses which have been built in London and its vicinity, for

people of this class, within the last thirty years, would of themselves form
a city larger than the capitals of some European kingdoms. And this is the

state of society in which the great proprietors have devoured a smaller !

The cure which Mr Southey thinks that he has discovered is worthy of the

sagacity which he has shown in detecting the evil. The calamities arising

from the collection of wealth in the hands of a few capitalists are to be re-

medied by collecting it in the hands of one great capitahst, who has no
conceivable motive to use it better than other capitalists, the all-devouring

state.

It is not strange that, differing so widely from Mr Southey as to the past

frogress of society, we should differ from him also as to its probable destiny,

le thinks, that to all outward appearance, the country is hastening to de-
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stTUCtion ; but he relie> firmly on the gootlness of God. We ilo not see either

the piety or the rationality of thus confulently expecting that thi- Supreme

Being will interfere to disturb the common succession of causes and effects.

We. too, rely on his goodness, on his goodness as manifested, not in extra-

ordinarv interpositions, but in those general laws which it has pleased him

to establish in the physical and in the moral world. We rely on the natural

tendency of the human intellect to truth, and on the natural tendency of so-

ciety to improvement. We know no well authenticated instance of a people

which has decidedly retrograded in civilisation and prosperity, except from

the influence of violent and terrible calamities, such as those which laid the

Roman empire in ruins, or those which, about the beginning of the sixteenth

century, desolated Italy. We know of no country which, at the end of fifty

years of peace and tolerably good government, has been less prosperous than

at the beginning of that period. The ]^olitical importance of a state may de-

cline, as the balance of power is disturbed by the introduction of new forces.

Thus the influence of Holland arid of Spain is much diminished. But are

Holland and Spain poorer than formerly ? We doubt it. Other countries

have outrun them. But we suspect that they have been positively, though

not relatively, advancing. We suspect that Holland is richer than when she

sent her navies up the Thames, that Spain is richer than when a French king

was brought captive to the footstool of Charles the Fifth.

Historv is full of the signs of this natural progress of society. We see in

almost ever\- part of the annals of mankind how the industry of individuals,

struggling up against wars, taxes, famines, conflagrations, mischievous pro-

hibitions, and more mischievous protections, creates faster than governments

can squander, and repairs whatever invaders can destroy. We see the wealth

of nations increasing, and all the arts of life approaching nearer and nearer to

perfection, in spite of the grossest corruption and the wildest profusion on

the part of rulers.

The present moment is one of great distress. But hovir small will that dis-

tress appear when we think over the history of the last forty years ; a war, com-

pared with which all other wars >ink into insignificance ; taxation, such as the

most heavily taxed people of former times could not have conceived ; a debt

larger than all the public debts that ever existed in the world added together

;

the food of the people studiously rendered dear ; the currency imprudently de-

based, and imprudently restored. Vet is the country poorer than in 1790?

We firmly believe that,'in spite of all the misgovemment of her rulers, she has

been almost constihtly becoming richer and richer. Now and then there has

been a stoppage, now and then a short* retrogression ; but as to the general

tendency there can be no doubt. A single breaker may recede ; but the

tide is evidently coming in.

If we were to prophesy that in the year 1930 a population of fifty millions,

better fed, clad and lodged than the" English of our time, will cover these

islands, that Sussex and Huntingdonshire will be wealthier than the wealthiest

parts of the West Riding of Yorkshire now are, that cultivation, rich as that

of a flower-garden, w ill be carried up to the very tops of Ben Nevis and Hel-

vellyn, that machines constructed on principles yet undiscovered, will be in

every house, that there will l>e no highways but railroads, no travelling but

by steam, that our debt, vast as it seems to us, will appear to our great-grand-

children a tritling incumbrance, which might easily be paid off in a year or

two, many people would think us insane. We prophesy nothing ; but this we

say : If any person had lold the Parliament which met in perplexity and terror

after the crash in 1720 that in i830the wealth of England wouldsurpassall their

wildest dreams, that the annual revenue would equal the principal of that debt

which they considered as an intolerable burden, that for one man of ten thou-

sand pounds then living there would Ix; five men of fifty thousand pounds,

that London would be twice as large and twice as populous, and that never-
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theless the rate of mortality would have diminished to one half of what it then
was, that the post-office would bring more into the exchequer than the excise

and customs had brought^in together under Charles the Second, that stage-

coaches would run from London to York in twenty-four hours, tiiat men would
be in the habit of sailing without wind, and would be beginning to ride with-

out horses, our ancestors would have given as much credit to the prediction

as they gave to Gulliver's Travels. Yet the prediction would have been true
;

and they would have perceived that it was not altogether absurd, if they had
considered that the country was then raising every year a sum which would
have purchased the fee-simple of the revenue of the Plantagenets, ten times
what supported the government of Elizabeth, three times what, in the time
of Oliver Cromwell, had been thought intolerably oppressive. To almost all

men tlie state of things under which they have been used to live seems to be
the necessary state of things. We have heard it said that five per cent, is

the natural interest of money, that twelve is the natural number of a jury,

that forty shillings is the natural qualification of a county vote^ lience it is

that, though in every age everybody knows that up to his own time progres-

sive improvement lias been taking place, nobody seems to reckon on any im-
provement during the next generation. We cannot absolutely prove that those
are in error who tell us that society has reached a turning point, that we have
seen our best days. But so said all who came before us, and with just as much
apparent reason. '"A million a year will beggar us," said the patriots of

1640. " Two millions a year will grind the country to powder," was the cry

in 1660. " Six millions a year, and a debt of fifty millions !
" exclaimed

Swift ;
" the high allies have been the ruin of us." " A hundred and forty

millions of debt !
" said Junius ;

" well may we say that we owe Lord Chat-
ham more than we shall ever pay, if we owe him such a load as this. " " Two
hundred and forty millions of debt !

" cried all the statesmen of 1 783 in chorus,
" what abilities, or what economy on the part of a minister, can save a country
so burdened ? " We know that if, since 1 783, no fresh debt had been incurred,

the increased resources of the country would have enabled us to defray that

debt at which Pitt, Fox, and Burke stood aghast, nay, to defray it over and
over again, and that with much lighter taxation than what we have actually

borne. On what principle is it that, when we see nothing but improvement
behind us, we are to expect nothing but deterioration before us?

It is not by the intermeddling of Mr Southey's idol, the omniscient and
omnipotent State, but by the pnidence and energy of the people, that Eng-
land has hitherto been carried forward in civilisation ; ani it is to the same
prudence and the same energy that we now look with comfort and good hope.
Our rulers will best promote the improvement of the nation by strictly con-
fining themselves to their own legitimate duties, by leaving capital to find its

most lucrative course, commodities their fair price, industry and intelligence

their natural reward, idleness and folly their natural punishment, by maintain-

ing peace, by defending property, by diminishing the price of law, and by
observing strict economy in every department of the state. Let the. Govern-
ment do this : the People will assuredly do the rest.

MR ROBERT MONTGOMERY. (April, 1830).

1. The Omni^esence 0/ tite Deity : a Poem. By Robert Montgomery. Eleventh

Edition. London : 1830.

z. Satan : a Poem. By Robert Montgomery. Second Edition. London : 1830.

The wise men of antiquity loved to convey instraction under the covering of

apologue ; and though this practice is generally thought childish, we shall

make no apology for adopting it on the present occasion. A generation

which has bought eleven editions of a poem by Mr Robert Montgomery may
well condescend to listen to a fable of Pilpay.
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A pious Brahmin, it is ^vritten, made a vow that on a certain day he would

sacrince a sheep, and on the appointed morning he went forih to buy one.

There lived in nis neighbourhood three rogues who knew of liis vow and laid

a scheme for profiting by it. The first met him and said, " Oh Brahpiin, wilt

thou buy a sheep ? I have one fit for sacrifice. " "It is for that ver}' j.urpose,

"

said the holy man, " that I came forth this day." Then the impostor opened

a bag, and brought out of it an unclean beast, an ugly dog, lame and blind.

Thereon the Brahmin cried out, " Wretch, who touchest things impure, and

ntterest things untnie, callest thou that cur a sheep ? " " Truly," answered

the other, " it is a sheep of the finest fleece, and of the sweetest flesh. Oh
Brahmin, it will be an offering most acceptable to the gods." " Friend,"

said the Brahmin, "either thou or I must be blind."

Just then one of the accomplices came up. " Praised be the gods," said

this second rogue, " that I have been saved the trouble of going to the market

for a sheep ! This is such a sheep as I wanted. For how much wilt thou

sell it ? " When the Brahmin heard this, his mind waved to and fro, like one

swingingin the air at a holy festival. " Sir," said he to the new comer, "take

heed what thou dost ; this is no sheep, but an unclean cur." " Oh Brahmin,"

said the new comer, " thou art drunk or mad !

"

At this time tlie third confederate drew near. " Let us ask this man," said

the Brahmin, " what the creature is, and I will stand by what he shall say."

To this the others agreed ; and the Brahmin called out, " Oh stranger, what
dcst thou call thisbea.st?" "Surely, oh Brahmin," said the knave, "it is a

fine sheep." Then the Brahmin said, " Surely the gods have taken away my
senses," and he. asked pardon of him who carried the dog, and bought it for

a measure of rice and a pot of ghee, and offered it up to the gods, who being

wroth at this unclean sacrifice, smote him with a sore disease in all his joints.

Thus, or nearly thus, ifwe remember rightly, runs the story of the Sanscrit

.'Esop. The moral, like the moral of every fable that is worth the telling,

lies on the surface. The writer evidently means to c.iution us against the

practices of puffers, a class of people who have more than once talked the

public into the most absurd errors, but who surely never played a more curious

or a more difficult trick than when they passed Mr Robert Montgomery oflf

upon the world as a great poet.

In an age in which there are so few readers that a writer cannot subsist on
the sum arising from the sale of his works, no man who has not an independ-

ent fortune can devote himself to literar)' pursuits, unless he is assisted by
patronage. In such an age, accordingly, men of letters too often pass their

lives in dangling at the heels of the wealthy and powerful ; and all the faults

which dependence tends to produce, pass into their character. They become
the parasites and slaves of the great. It is melancholy to think how many
of the highest and most exquisitely formed of human intellects have been con-

demned to the ignominious labour of disposing the commonplaces of adula-

tion in new forms and brightening them into new splendour. Horace invok-

ing Augu.^tus in the most enthusiastic language of religious veneration, Statins

flattering a tyrant, and the minion of a tyrant, for a morsel of bread, Ariosto

versifying the whole genealogy of a niggardly patron, Tasso extolling the

heroic virtues of the wretched creature who locked him up in a mad-house,

these are but a few of the instances which might easily be given of the de-

gradation to which those must submit who, not possessing a competent for-

tune, are resolved to write when there are scarcely any who read.

This evil the progress of the human mind tends to remove. As a taste for

books becomes more and more common, the patronage of individuals be-

comes less and less necessan,-. In the middle of the last centur\- a marked
change took place. The tone of literary men. both in this country and in

France, became higher and more independent. Pope boasted that he was
tlie "one poet" who had "pleased by manly ways ;" he derided the soft
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dedications with which Hahfax had been fed, asserted his own superiority over
the pensioned Boileau, and gloried in being not the follower, but the friend,

of nobles and princes. The explanation of all this is very simple. Pope was
the fust Englishman who, by the mere sale of his writings, realised a sura
which enabled him to live in comfort and in perfect independence. Johnson
extols him for the magnanimity which he showed in inscribing his Iliad not
to a minister or a peer, but to Congreve. In our time this would scarcely

be a subject for praise. Nobody is astonished when Mr Moore pays a com-
pliment of this kind to Sir Walter Scott, or Sir Walter Scott to ^Ir Moore.
The idea of either of those gentlemen looking out for some lord who would be
likely to give him a few guineas in return for a fulsome dedication seems
laughably incongruous. Yet this is exactly what Dryden or Otway would
have done ; and it would be hard to blame them for it. Otway is said to have
been choked with a piece of bread which he devoured in the rage of hunger;
and, whether this story be true or false, he was beyond all question miserably
poor. Dryden, at near seventy, when at the head of the literary men of
England, without equal or second, received three hundred poundsforhis Fables,

a collection of ten thousand verses, and of such verses as no man then living,

except himself, could have produced. Pope, at thirty, had laid up between
six and seven thousand pounds, the fruits of his poetry. It was not, we sus-

pect, because he had a higher spirit or a more scrupulous conscience than liis

predecessors, but because he had a larger income, that he kept up the dignity

of the literary character so much better than they had done.

From the time of Pope to the present day the readers have been constantly

becoming more and more numerous, and the writers, consequently, more and
more independent. It is assuredly a great evil that men, fitted by their talents

and acquirements to enlighten and chann the world, should be reduced
to the necessity of flattering wicked and foolish patrons in return for the

sustenance of life. But, though we heartily rejoice that this evil is removed,
we cannot but see with concern that another evil has succeeded to it. The
public is now the patron, and a most liberal patron. All that the rich and
powerful bestowed on authors from the time of Maecenas to that of Harley
would not, we apprehend, make up a sum equal to that which has been paid

by English booksellers to authors during the last fifty years. Men of letters

have accordingly ceased to court individuals, and have begun to court the

public. They formerly used flattery. They now use puffing.

Whether the old or the new vice be the worse, whether those who formerly

lavished insincere praise on others, or those v/ho now contrive by every art of

beggary and bribery to stun the public with praises of tliemselves, disgrace

their vocation the more deeply, we shall not attempt to decide. But of this

we are sure, that it is high time to make a stand against the new ti-ickery.

The puffing of books is now so shamefully and so successfully can-ied on that

it is the duty of all who are anxious for the purity of the national taste, or for the

honour of the literary character, to join in discountenancing the practice. A.11

the pens that ever were employed in magnifying Bish's lucky office, Romanis's
fleecy hosiery, Packwood's razor strops, and Rowland's Kalydor, al! the

placard-bearers of Dr Eady, all the wall-chalkers of Day and Martin, seem to

have taken service with the poets and novelists of this generation. Devices

which in the lowest trades are considered as disreputable are adopted without

scruple, and improved upon with a despicable ingenuity, by people engaged in

a pursuit which never was and never will be considered as a mere trade by any

man of honour and virtue. A butcher of the higher class disdains to ticket his

meat. A mercer of the higher class would be ashamed to hang up papers in his

window inviting the passers-by to look at the stock of a bankrupt, all of the

first quality, and going for half the value. We expect some reserve, some
decent pride, in our hatter and our bootmaker. But no artifice by which
notoriety can be obtained is thought too abject for a man of letters.
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It is amusing to think over the historj' of most of the pubUcations which
have had a run during the last few years. The pubUsher is often the pubhsher
of 8ome periodical work. In this periotlical work the first flourish of trum-
pets is sounded. The peal is then echoed and re-echoed by all the other
periodical works over which the publisher, or the author, or the author's

coterie, may have any influence. The newspapers are for a fortnit;lu filled

with puffs of all the various kinds which Sheridan enumerated, direct, oblique,

anil collusive. Sometimes the praise is laid on thick for simple-minded people.

"Pathetic," "sublime," "splendid," "graceful," "brilliant wit," "exquisite
humour," and other phrases equally flattering, fall in a shower as thick and
as sweet as the sugar-plums at a Roman carnival. Sometimes greater art is

used. A sinecure has been offered to the writer if he would suppress his work,
or if he would even soften down a few of his incomparable portraits. A dis-

tinguished military and political character has challenged the inimitable satirist

of the vices of the great ; and the puffer is glad to leam that the parties have
been bound over to keep the peace. Sometimes it is thought expedient that

the puffer should put on a grave face, and utter his panegyric in the form of
admonition. " Such attacks on private character cannot be too much con-
demned. Even the exuberant wit of our author, and the irresistible power of
his withering sarcasm, are no excuses for that utter disregard which he mani-
fests for the feelings of others. We cannot but wonder that a writer of such
transcendent talents, a writer who is evidently no stranger to the kindly chari-

ties and sensibilities of our nature, should show so little tenderness to the foibles

of noble and distinguished indi\'iduals, with whom it is clear, from ever}- page
of his work, that he must have been constantly mingling in society." These
are but tame and feeble imitations of the paragraphs with which the daily papers
are filled whenever an attorney's clerk or an apothecary's a.ssistant under-
takes to tell the public in bad English and worse French, how people tie their

neckcloths and eat their dinners in Grosvenor Square. The editors of the

higher and more respectable newspapers usually prefix the words "Adver-
tisement," or " From a Correspondent," to such paragraphs. But this makes
little diffiirence. The panegyric is extracted, and the significant heading
omitted. The fulsome eulogj- makes its appearance on the covers of all the

Re\-iews and Magazines, with "Times" or "Globe" affi.xed, though the
editors of the Times and the Globe have no more to do with it than with
Mr Goss's way of making old rakes young again.

That people who live by personal slander should practise these arts is not
surymsing. Those who stoop to write calumnious books may well stoop to

puff them ; and that the basest of all trades should be carried on in the basest

of all manners is quite proper and as it should be. But how any man who
has the least self-respect, the least regard for his o\\ii personal dignity, can
condescend to persecute the public with this Rag-fair importunity, we do not
understand. Extreme poverty may, indeed, in some degree, be an excuse for

employing these shifts, as it may be an excuse for stealing a leg of mutton.
But we really think that a man of spirit and delicacy would quite as soon
satisfy his wants in the one way as in the other.

It is no excuse for an author that the praises of journalists are procured by
the money or influence of his publishers, and not by his own. It is his busi-

ness to take such precautions as may prevent others from doing what must
degrade him. It is for his honour as a gentleman, and, if he is really a man
of talents, it will eventually be for his honour and interest as a writer, that

his works should come before the public recommended by their own merits
alone, and should be discussed with perfect freedom. If his objects l>e really

such as he may own without shame, he will find that they will, in the long
run, be better attained by suffering the voice of criticism to be fairly heard.
At present, we too often see a writer attempting to obtain literary fame as
ShaJtspeare's usurper obtains sovereignty. 1 he publisher plays Buckingham

E
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to the author's Richard. Some few creatures of the conspiracy are dexter-

ously disposed here and there in the crowd. It is the business of these hire-

hngs to throw up their caps, and clap their hands, and utter their vivas. The
rabble at first stare and wonder, and at last join in shouting for shouting's

sake ; and thus a crown is placed on a head which has no right to it, by the

huzzas of a few servile dependents.

The opinion of the gi-eat body of the reading public is very materially in-

fluenced even by the unsupported assertions of those who assume a right to

criticise. Nor is the public altogether to blame on this account. Most even
of those who have really a great enjoyment in reading are in the same state,

with respect to a book, in which a man who has never given particular atten-

tion Lo the art of painting is with respect to a picture. Every man who has
the least sensibility or imagination derives a certain pleasure from pictures.

Yet a man of the highest and finest intellect might, unless he had formed his

taste by contemplating the best pictures, be easily persuaded by a knot of con-
noisseurs that the worst daub in Somerset House was a miracle of art. If he
deserves to be laughed at, it is not for his ignorance of pictures, but for his

ignorance of men. He knows that there is a delicacy of taste in painting which
he does not possess, that he cannot distinguish hands, as practised judges dis-

tinguish them, that he is not familiar with the finest models, that he has never
looked at them with close attention, and that, when the general effect of a
piece has pleased him or displeased him, he has never troubled himself to as-

certain why. When, therefore, people, whom he thinks more competent to

judge than himself, and of whose sincerity he entertains no doubt, assure him
that a particular work is exquisitely beautiful, he takes it for granted that they
must be in the right. He returns to the examination, resolved to find or

imagine beauties ; and, if he can work himself up into something like ad-
miration, he exults in his own proficiency.

Just such is the manner, in which nine readers out of ten judge of a book.
They are ashamed to dislike what men who speak as having authority de-

clare to be good. At present, however contemptible a poem or a novel may
be, there is not the least difficulty in procuring favourable notices of it from
all sorts of publications, daily, weekly, and monthly. In the mean time, little

or nothing is said on the other side. The author and the publisher are in-

terested in crying up the book. Nobody has any very strong interest in cry-

ing it down. Those who are best fitted to guide the public opinion think it

beneath them to expose mere nonsense, and comfort themselves by reflecting

that such popularity cannot last. This contemptuous lenity has been carried

too far. It is perfectly true that reputations which have been forced into an
unnatural bloom fade almost as soon as they have expanded ; nor have we
any apprehensions that pufiing will ever raise any scribbler to the rank of a
classic. It is indeed amusing to turn over some late volumes of periodical

works, and to see how many immortal productions have, within a few months,
been gathered to the Poems of Blackmore and the novels of Mrs Behn ; how
many " profound views of human nature," and "exquisite delineations of

fashionable manners," and "vernal, and sunny, and refreshing thoughts,"
and "high imaginings," and "young breathings," and " embodyings," and
"pinings," and " minglings with the beauty of the universe," and "har-
monies which dissolve the soul in a passionate sense of loveliness and divi-

nity," the world has contrived to forget. The names of the books and of the

writers are buried in as deep an oblivion as the name of the Iniilderof Stone-
henge. Some of the well puffed fashionable novels of eighteen hundred and
twenty-nine hold the pastry of eighteen hundred and thirty ; and others, which
are now extolled in language ahnost too high-flown for the merits of Don
Quixote, will, we have no doubt, line the tmnks of eighteen hundred and
thirty-one. But, though we have no apprehensions that puffing will ever
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confer permanent reputation on the undeservinp;, we still think its influence

most pemiciou";. Men of real merit will, if they persevere, at kist reach the

station to which they are entitled, and intruilers will he ejected with contempt

^and derision. But it is no small evil that the avenues to fame should he

'blocked up by a swarm of n(iisy, pushing, elbowing; pretenders, who. though

they will not ultimately be able to make good their own entrance, hinder, in

the mean time, those who have a ri.,'ht to enter. All who will not disgrace

themselves by joining in the unseemly scnflfle must expect to V)e at first hustled

and shouldered back. Some men of talents, accordingly, turn away in de-

jection from pursuits in which success appears to bear no proportion to desert.

Others employ in self-defence the means by which competitors far inferior

to themselves,' appear for a time to obtain a decided advantage. There are

few who have sufficient confidence in their own powers and sufficient eleva-

tion of mind to wait with secure and contemptuous patience, while dunce

after dunce presses before them. Those who will not stoop to the baseness

of the modern fashion are too often discouraged. Those who do stoop to it

are always degraded.
We have of late observed with great pleasure some symptoms which lead

us to hope that respectable literarj' men of all parties are beginning to be im-

patient of this insufteral-le nuisance. Antl we purjiose to do what in us lies

for the abating of it. We do not think that we can more usefully assist in

this good work than by showing our honest countrymen what that sort of

poetr\' is which pufhnr can drive through eleven editions, and how easily any
bellman might, if a bellman would stoop to the necessary degree of mean-
ness, become " a master-spirit of fhe age." We have no enmity to Mr Robert
Montgomer)'. We know nothing whatever about him, except what we have
learned from his books, and from the portrait prefixed to one of them, in

which he appears to ::e doing his verj^ best to look like a man of genius and
sensibility, tnough with less success than his strenuous exertions desei"ve.

We select him, because his works have received more enthusiastic praise, and
have deser\ed more unmixed contempt, than any which, as far as our know-
ledge extends, have appeared within the last three or four years. His willing

bears the same relation to poetry which a Turkey carpet bears to a picture.

There are colours in the Turkey carpet out of which a picture might be made.
There are words in Mr Montgomery's writing which, when disposed in cer-

tain orders and combinations, have made, and will again make, good poetry.

But, as they now stand, they seem to be put together on principle in such a
manner as to give no image of any thing *' in the heavens above, or in the

earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth."

The poem on the Omnipresence of the Deity commences with a descrip-
tion of the creation, in which we can find only one thought which has the
least pretension to ingenuity, and that one thought is stolen from Drjdea
and marred in the stealing

;

" Last, softly beautiful, as music's close.
Angelic woman into being rose."

The all-pervading influence of the Supreme Being is then described in a lew
tolerable lines borrowed from Pope, and a great many intolerable lines of
Mr Robert Montgomery's own. The following may stand as a specimen :

" But who could trace Thine unrestricted course,
Though Fancy follow'd with immortal force?
There's not a birissom fondled by the breeze,
.There's not a fruit that beautifies the trees.
There's not a p.irtide in sea or air,

Pmi nature owns thy plastic influence there '

With fc.irful caze, stil: be it mine to

How all is fil. d and vivified by Thee :

Upon thy mirror, earth's majestic view,
To paint Thy Presence, ancl to feel it too.'
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The last two lines contain an excellent specimen of Mr Robert M6nt»
gomery's Turkey-carpet style of writing. The majestic view of earth is the

mirror of God's presence ; and on this mirror Mr Robert Montgomery paints

God's presence. The use of a mirror, we submit, is not to be painted upon.

A few more lines, as bad as those which we have quoted, bring us to one

of the most amusing instances of literary pilfering which we remember. It

might be of use to plagiarists to know, as a general rule, that what they steal

'is, to employ a phrase common in advertisements, of no use to any but the

right owner.' We never fell in, however, with any plunderer who so little

understood how to turn his booty to good account as Mr Montgomeiy.
Lord Byron, in a passage which every body knows by heart, has said, ad-

dressing the sea,

" Time writes no wrinkle on thine azure brow."

Mr Robert Montgomery very coolly appropriates the image, and reproduces

the stolen goods in the following form :

" And thou, vast Ocean, on whose awful face

Time's iron feet can print no ruin-trace."

So may such ill got gains ever prosper !

The effect which the Ocean produces on Atheists is then described in the

following lofty lines :

" Oh ! never did the dark-soul'd Atheist stand.

And watch the breakers boiling on the strand.

And, while Creation stagger'd at his nod.
Mock the dread presence of ihe mighty God !

We hear Him in the wind-heaved ocean's roar.

Hurling her billowy crags upon the shore ;

We hear Him in the riot of the blast.

And shake, while rush the raving whirlwinds past
!"

If Mr Robert Montgomery's genius were not far too free and aspiring to be
shackled by the niles of synta.x, we should suppose that it is at the nod of the

Atheist that creation staggers. But Mr Robert Montgomery's readers must
take such grammar as they can get, and be thankful.

A few more lines bring us to another instance of unprofitable theft. Sii

Walter Scott has these lines in the Lord of the Isles :

" The tlew that on the violet lies.

Mocks the dark lustre of thine eyes."

This is pretty taken separately, and, as is always the case with the good things

of good writers, much prettier in its place than can even be conceived by those

who see it only detached from the context. Now for Mr Montgomery :

" And the bright dew-bead on the bramble lies,

Like liquid rapture upon beauty's eyes."

The comparison of a violet, bright with the dew, to a woman's eyes is as
perfect as a comparison can be. Sir Walter's lines are part of a song ad-
dressed to a woman at daybreak, when the violets are bathed in dew ; and
the comparison is therefore peculiarly 11 ntural and <^racefi 1. Dew on a bramble
is no more like a woman's eyes, than <iew anywhere else. There is a very
pretty Eastern tale of which the fate of plagiarists often reminds us. The
slave of a magician saw his master wave his wand, and heard him give orders
to the spirits who arose at the summons. The slave stole the wand,and waved
it himself in the air ; but he had not observed that his master u=ed the left
hand for that purpose. The spirits tlnis irregulariy summoned tore the thief
to pieces mstead of obeying his orders. There are verv few who can safely
venture to conjure with the rod of Sir Walter ; and Mr Robert Montgomery
is not one of them.
Mr Campbell, in one of his most pleasing piece.s, has this line,

" The sentinel stars set their watch in the sky."

The thought is good, and has a very striking propriety where Mr Campbell
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has placed it, in the mouth of a soldier tellinfj his dream. But, though

Shaksj^are assures us that "every true man's apparel fits your thief," it is by

no means the case, as we have already seen, that every true poet's similitude

fits your jdagiarist. Let us see how Mr Robert Montgomery uses the image :

" Ye qiicnch'ess stars ! so clcKiiiLiuly bright,

Untroubled sentries of the sh;idowy night,

While half the «oild i> lapp'd in liowny dreams,

And round the l.ittice creep your midnight beams.

How sweet to gaze upon your placid eyes.

In lambent beauty looking from the skies."

Certainly the ideas of eloquence, of untroubled repose, of placid eyes, on

the lambent Ixjauty of which it is sweet to gaze, harmonize admirably with

the idea of a sentry.

We would not be understood, however, to say, that Vix Robert Montgomery

cannot make similitudes for himself. A very few lines farther on, we find one

which has every mark of originality, and on which, we will be bound, none

of the poets whom he has plundered will ever think of making reprisals :

" The soul, aspiring, pants its source to mount,

As streams meander level with their fount."

We take this to be, on the whole, the worst similitude in the world. Tn

the first place, no stream meanders, or can possibly meander, level with its

fount. In the next place, if streams did meander level with their founts, no

two motions can be less like each other than that of meandering level and

that of mounting upwards.

We have then an apostrophe to the Deity, couched in terms which, in any

wTiter who dealt in meanings, we should call profane, but to which we sup-

pose Mr Robert Montgomery attaches no idea whatever.

" Yes! pause and think, within one fleeting hour.

How vast a universe obeys Thy power ;

Unseen, but felt. Thine mterfused control

Works m each atom, and pervades the whole ;

Expands the blossom, and erects the tree.

Conducts each vapour, and commands each sea.

Beams in each ray, bids whirlwinds be unfurl'd,

Unrolsthe thunder, and upheaves a world !"

No field-preacher surely ever carried his irreverent familiarity so far as to

bid the Supreme Being stop and think on the importance of the interests which

are under his care. The grotesque indecency of such an address throws into

shade the subordinate absurdities of the passage, the unfurling of whirlwinds,

the unrollin^j of thunder, and the upheaving of worlds.

Then comes a curious specimen of our poet's English :

—

" Yet not alone created realms engage
Thy faultless wisdom, grand, pnmeval sage !

For all the thronging woes to life allied

Thy mercy tempers, and Thy cares provide."

We should be glad to know what the word " For" means here. If it is a

preposition, it makes nonsense of the words, "Thy mercy tempers." If it

IS an adverb, it makes nonsense of the words, " Thy cares provide."

These Ixiuuies we have taken, almost at random, from the first part of the

poem. Tne second part is a series of descriptions of various events, a bottle,

a murder, an execution, a marriage, a funeral, and so forth. Mr Robert

Montgomery terminates each of these descriptions by assuring us that the

Deity was present at the battle, murder, exec-ution, marriage, or funeral in

question. And this proposition, which might be safely predicated of every

event that ever happened or ever will happen, forms the only link which

connects these descriptions with the subject or with each other.

How the descriptions are executed our readers are probably by this time

able to conjecture. The battle is made up of the battles of all ages and na-
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lions :
" red-mouthed cannons, uproaring to the clouds," and " hands grasp-

ing firm the glittering shield." The only military operations of which this

part of the poem reminds us, are those which reduced the Abbey of Quedlin-

burgh to submission, the Templar with liis cross, the Austrian and Pnissian

grenadiers in full uniform, and Curtius and Uentatus with their battering-

ram. We ought not to pass unnoticed the slain war-horse, who will no more
" Roll his red eye, and rally for the fight ;

"

or the slain warrior who, while " lying on his bleeding breast," contrives to

"stare ghastly and grimly on the skies." As to this last exploit, we can
only say, as Dante did on a similar occasion,

" Forse per for^a gia di' parlasia
Si stravols'.- cosi alcun del tutto

:

Ma io nol vidi, ne credo che sia.

The tempest is thus described :

" But lo ! around the marsh'lling clouds unite,

Like thick battalions halting for the fight

;

The sun sinks back, the tempest spirits sweep
Fierce through the air, and flutter on the deep.
Till from their caverns rush the maniac blasts,

Tear the loose sails, and split the creaking masts,
And the lash'd billows, rolling in a train,

Rear their white heads, and race along the main !"

What, we should like to know, is the difference between the two operations

which Mr Robert Montgomery so accurately distinguishes from each other,

the fierce sweeping of the tempest-spirits through the air, and the rushing

of tlie maniac blasts from tlieir caverns? And why does the former opera-

tion end exactly when the latter commences ?

We caimot stop over each of Mr Robert Montgomery's descriptions. We
have a shipwrecked sailor, who " visions a viewless temple in the air ;

" a

murderer who stands on a heath, " with ashy lips, in cold convulsion

spread ;
" a pious man, to whom, as he lies in bed at night,

" The panorama of past life appears,
_Warms his pure mind, and melts it into tears ;

"

a traveller, who loses his way, owing to the thickness of the " cloud-bat-

talion," and the want of " heaven lamps, to beam their holy light." We have
a description of a convicted felon, stolen from that incomparable passage in

Crabbe's Borough, which has made many a rough and cynical reader cry like

a child. We can, however, conscientiously declare that persons of the most
excitable sensibility may safely venture upon Mr Robert Montgomery's ver-

sion. Then we have the "poor, mindless, pale-faced maniac boy," who
" Rolls his vacant eye

To greet the glowing fancies of the sky."

What are the glowing fancies of the sky ? And what is the meaning of

the two lines which almost immediately follow?
" A soulless thing, a spirit of the woods,
He loves to commune with the fields and floods."

How can a soulless thing be a spirit ? Then comes a panegyric on the Sun-
day. A baptism follows ; after that a marriage : and we then proceed, in

due course, to the visitation of the sick, and the burial of the dead.

Often as Death has been personified, Mr Montgomery has found some-

thing new to say about him.
" O Death ! thou dreudless vanquisher of earth,

The Elenenis shrank blasted at thy birth I

Careering round the world like tempest wind,

Martyrs before, and victims strew'd behind ;

Ages on ages cannot grapple thee,

Dras;uing the world into eternity !

*

If there be anv one line m this passage .iboiit which we are morp in the darV
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il.aii about the rest, it is the fourth. What the difference may be between
ihe victims and the martyrs, and why the martyrs are to he before Death,
and the victims behind him, are to us great mysteries.

We now come to the third part, of w hich we may say with honest Cassio,

"Why, this is a more excellent song than the other." Mr Robert Mont-
gomery is very severe on the infidels, and undertakes to prove, that, as he
elegantly expresses it,

• " One great Enchanter helm'd the harmonious whole."

\* hat an enchanter has to do with helming, or what a helm has to do with
harmony, he does not explain. He proceeds \\\\\\ his argument thus :

" And dare men dream that dismal Ch.tnce has framed
All that the eye perceives, or tongue has named ;

The spacious world, and all its wonders, boni
Designless, self-created, and forlorn ;

Like to the flashing bubbles on a stream,
Fire from the cloud, or phantom in a dream ?

"

We should be sorry to stake our faith in a higher Power on Mr Robert Mont-
gomery's logic. He infonns us that liglitning is designless and self-created.

If he can believe this, we cannot conceive why he may not believe that the

whole universe is designless and self-created. A few lines before, he tells

us that it is the Deity who bids " thunder rattle from theskiey deep." His
theory is therefore this, that God made the thunder, but that the lightning

made itself.

But Mr Robert Montgomery's metaphysics are not at present our game.
He proceeds to set forth the fearful effects of Atheism.

" Then, b.ood-stain'd Murder, bare thy hideous arm.
And thou, Rebellion, welter in ihy storm :

Awake, ye spirit-; of avenging crime ;

Burst from your bunds, and Ixittle with the time !

"

Mr Robert Montgomery is fond of personification, and belongs, we need
not say. to that school of poets who hold that nothinj^ mure is necessary to a
personification in poetry than to begin a word \vith a capital letter. Murder
may, without impropriety, bare her arm as she did long ago in Mr Canipbell's
Pleasures of Hope. But what possible motive Rebellion can have for welter-
ing in her storm, what avenging crime may be, who its spirits may be, why
they should burst from their bonds, what their bonds may be, why they
should battle with the time, what the time may be, and what a battle be-

tween the time and the spirits of avenging crime would resemble, we must
confess ourselves quite unable to understand.

" And here let Memory turn her te.irful glance
On the d.irk horrors of tumultuous France,
When blood and blasphemy defiled her land.

And fierce Rebellion shook her savage hand."

Whether Relxillion shakes her own hand, shakes the hand of Memory, or
.shakes the hand of France, or what any one of these three metaphors would
mean, we know no more than we know what is the sease of the foUowing
passage :

" Let the foul ortjies of infuriate crime
Picture the raging havoc of that time.
When leagued Rebellion march'd to kindle man,
Fright in Tier rear, and Murder in her van.
And thou, sweet flower of Austria, slaughter'd Queen,
Who dropp'd no tear upon the dreadful scene,
NVhen g^ush'd the life-blood from thine angel form,
And martyr'd beauty perish 'd in the storm,
Once worshipp'd paragon of all « ho saw,
Thy look obedience, and thy smile a law."

W hit IS the distinction between the foul orgies and the raging havoc which
the foul oipes are to picture ? WTiy does Fright go behind Rebellion, and
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Murder betore ? Why should not Murder fall behind Fright ? Or why should

not all the three walk abreast ? We have read of a hero who had
" Amazement in his van, with flight combined,
And Sorrow's faded form, and Solitude behind."

Gray, we suspect, could have given a reason for disposing the allegorical

attendants of Edward thus. But to proceed, " Flower of Austria " is stolen

from Byron. " Dropp'd " is false English. " Perish'd in the storm " means
nothing at all ; and " thy look obedience" means the very reverse of what
Mr Robert Montgomery intends to say.

Our poet then proceeds to demonstrate the immortality of the soul

:

" And shall the soul, the fount of reason, die,

When dust and darkness round its temple lie?

Did God breathe in it no ethereal fire,

Dimless and quenchless, though the breath e.xpire ?

"

The soul is a fountain ; and therefore it is not to die, though dust and dark-

ness lie round its temple, because an ethereal fire has been breathed into it,

which cannot be quenched though its breath expire. Is it the fountain, or

the temple, lliat breathes, and has fire breathed into it ?

Mr Montgomery apostrophizes the

" Immortal beacons—spirits of the just,"

—

and describes their employments in another world, which are to be, it seems,

bathing in light, hearing fiery streams flow, and riding on living cars of light-

ning. The deathbed of the sceptic is described with what we suppose is

meant for energy. We then have the deathbed of a Christian made as ridi-

culous as false imagery and false English can make it. But this is not enough.

The Day of Judgment is to be described, and a roaring cataract of nonsense

is poured forth upon this tremendous subject. Earth, we are told, is dashed
into Eternity. Furnace blazes wheel round the horizon, and burst into bright

wizard phantoms. Racing hurricanes unroll and whirl quivering hre-clouds.

The white waves gallop. Shadowy worlds career around. The red and
raging eye of Imagination is then forbidden to pry further. But further Mi
Robert Montgomery persists in prying. The stars bound through the airy

roar. The unbosomed deep ya->vns on the ruin. The billows of Eternity

then begin to advance. The world glares in fiery slumber. A car comes
forward driven by living thunder.

" Creation shudders with sublime dismay.
And in a blazing tempest whirls away."

And this is fine poetry ! This is what ranks its writer with the master-

spirits of the age ! This is what has been described, over and over again,

in terms which would require some qualification if used respecting Paradise

Lost ! It is loo much that this patchwork, made by stitching together old

odds and ends of what, when new, was but tawdry frippery, is to be picked

off the dunghill on which it ought to rot, and to be held up to admiration as

an inestimable specimen of art. And what must we think of a system by
means of which verses like those which we have quoted, verses fit only for the

poet'.s comer of the Morning Post, can produce emolument and fame ? The
circulation of this writer's poetry has been greater than that of Southey's

Roderick, and Ijeyond all comparison greater than that of Gary's Dante or

of the best works of Coleridge. Thus encouraged, Mr Robert Montgomery
has favoured the public with volume after volume. We have given so much
space to the examination of his first and most popular perfonnance that we
have none to spare for his Universal Prayer, and his smaller poems, which,

as the puffing journals tell us, would alone constitute a sufficient title to lite-

rary immortality. We shall pass at once to his last publication, entitled

Satan.

This poem was ushered into the world with the usual roar of acclamation.
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But the thing was now past a joke. Pretensions so unfouiuled, so impudent,
and so successful, had aroused a spirit of resistance. In several magazines

and reviews, accordingly, -Satan has licen handled .somewhat roughly, and
the arts of the puffers have been exposed with good sense and spirit. We
shall, therefore, be very concise.

Of the two poems we rather j^refer that on the Omnipresence of the Deity,

for the same reason which induced .Sir Thomas More to rank one bad book
above another. " Marry, this is somewhat. This is rhyme. But the other

is neither rhyme nor reason." Satan is a long soliloquy, which the Devil

pronounces in five or six thousand lines of bad blank verse, concerning

geography, politics, newspapers, fashionable society, theatrical amusements,

Sir Walter Scott's novels, Lord Byron's poetry, and Mr Martin's jiictures.

The new designs for Milton have, as was natural, particularly attracted the

attention of a personage who occupies so conspicuous a jilace in them. Mr
Martin must be pleased to leani that, whatever may be thought of those per-

formances on earth, they give full satisfaction in Pandemonium, and that he
is there thought to have hit off the likenesses of the various Thrones and
Denominations very happily.

The motto to the poem of Satan is taken from the Book ofJob :
" Whence

comest thou ? From going to and fro in the earth, and walking up and down
in it." And certainly Mr Robert Montgomery has not failed to make his

hero go to and fro, and walk up and down. With the exception, however,

of this propensity to locomotion, Satan has not one Satanic quality. Mad
Tom had told us that " the prince of darkness is a gentleman ;

" but we had
yet to learn that he is a respectable and pious gentleman, whose principal

fault is that he is something of a twaddle and far too liberal of his good ad-

vice. That happy change in his character which Origen anticipated, and of

which Tillotson did not despair, seems to be rapidly taking place. Bad
habits are not eradicated in a moment. It is not stpnge, therefore, that so

old an offender should now and then relapse for a short time into wrong dis-

positions. But to give him his due, as the proverb recommends, we must
say that he always returns, after two or three lines of impiety, to his preach-

ing style. We would seriously advise Mr Montgomery to omit or alter about

a hundred lines in different parts of this large volume, and to republish it

under the name of " Gabriel." The reflections of \vhich it consists would
come less absurdly, as far as there is a more and a less in extreme absurdity,

from a good than from a bad angel.

We can afford room only for a single quotation. We give one taken at

random, neither worse nor better, as far as we can perceive, than any other

equal number of lines in the book. The Devil goes to the play, and moral-

ises thereon as follows :

" Music .ind Pomp their mingling spirit shed
Around me ; beauties in their cloiid-Iike robes
Shine forth,—a scenic paradise, it glares

Intoxication through tne reeling sense

Of flush'd enjoyment. Fn the motley host

Three prime gr.idations may be ranlc'd : the first.

To mount upon the wniis of Shakspcarc's mind.
And will a rfash of his Prome:hean thought,

—

To smile and weep, to shudder, and achieve

A round of passionate onuiipotence,

Attend : the second, are a sensual tribe.

Convened to hear romantic harlots sing,

On forms to banquet a la'civious gaze,

While the bright perfidy of wanton eyes
Through brain and spirit darts delicious fire :

The last, a throng most pitiful ! who seem,
With their corroded figures, raylcss glance.

And death-like struggle of decaying age.

Like painted skeletons in chamel pomp
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Set forth to satirize the human kind !

—

How fine a prospect for demoniac view!
'Creatures whose souls outbalance worlds awake 1'

Methinks I hear a pitying angel cry."

Here we conclude. Ifour remarks give pain to Mr Robert Montgomery, we
are sorry for it. But, at whatever cost of pain to individuals, literature must

be purified from this taint. And, to show that we are not actuated by any feel-

ing of personal enmity towards him, we hereby give notice that, as soon as any

book shall, by means of puffing, reach a second edition, our intention is to

do unto the writer of it as we have done unto Mr Robert Montgomery.

CIVIL DISABILITIES OF THE JEWS. (Jan., 1831.)

Statement of the Civil Disabilities and Privations affecting Jews in Etigland.
8vo. London : 1829.

The distinguished member of the House of Commons who, towards the close

of the late Parliament, brought forward a proposition for the relief of the

Jews, has given notice of his intention to renew it. The force of reason, in

the last session, carried the measure through one stage, in spite of the oppo-
sition of power. Reason and power are now on the same side ; and wc have
little doubt that they will conjointly achieve a decisive victory. In order to

contribute our share to the success of just principles, we propose to pass in

review, as rapidly as possible, some of the arguments, or phrases claiming

to be arguments, which have been employed to vindicate a system full of

absurdity and injustice.

The constitution, it is said, is essentially Christian ; and therefore to admit

Jews to office is to destroy the constitution. Nor is the Jew injured by being

excluded from political power. For no man has any right to power. A man
has a right to his propeity ; a man has a right to be protected from personal

injury. These rigiits tne law allows to the Jew ; and with these rights it

would be atrocious to interfere. But it is a mere matter of favour to admit
any man to political power ; and no man can justly complain that he is

shut out from it.

We cannot but admire the ingenuity of this contrivance for shifting the

burden of the proof from those to whom it properly belongs, and who would,

we suspect, find it ratlier cumbersome. Surely no Christian can deny that

ever)' human being has a right to be allowed every gratification which pro-

duces no harm to others, and to be spared e%'ery mortification which produces

no good to others. Is it not a source of mortification to a class of men that

they are excluded from political power ? If it be, they have, on Christian

principles, a right to be freed from that mortification, unless it can be shown
that their exclusion is necessary for the averting of some greater evil. The
presumption is evidently in favour of toleration. It is for the prosecutor to

make out his case.

The strange argument which we are considering would prove too much
even for those who advance it. If no man has a riglrt to political power,
then neither Jew nor (^entile has such a right. The whole foundation of

government is taken away. But if government be taken away, the property

and the persons of men are insecure ; and it is acknowledged that men have
a right to tlicir property and to personal security. If it be right that the pro-

perty of men should be protected, and if this can only be done by means of

government, then it must be right that government should exist. Now there

cannot be government unless some person or persons po.ssess political power.
'I'hereforeitis riglitthat some person or personsshould possess political power.
That is to say, some person or persons must have aright to political power.

It is because men are not jn Uie habit of considering what the end of
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government is, that ("atholic disabilities and Jewish disabilities have been

suffered to exist so long. We hear of essentially Fiutestaiit governments
and essentially Christian governments, words which mean just as much as

essentially Protestant cooker), or essentially Christian horsemanship. Govern-

ment exists for the purpose of keeping the peace, for the purpose of com-
pelling us to settle our disputes by arbitration instead of settling them by
blows, for the purpose of com;xlling us to supjily our wants by industry,

instead of supplying them by rapine. This is the only operation for which

the machinery of government is peculiarly adapted, the only operation which

wise governments ever propose to themselves as their chief object. If there

i.<: any class of people who are not interested, or who do not think themselves

interested, in the security of property and the maintenance of order, that class

ought to have no share of the powers which exist for the purj.iose of securing

property and maintaining order. But why a man should be less i\\, to exer-

cise those powers because he wears' a ""beard, because Tie does not eat ham,
b^ause hegoes to the synagogue on Saturdays instead of going to the church

on~SundavSj we cannot conceive.

—The-^pomts of difference btt ween Christianity and Judaism have very much
to do with a man's titne.ss to be a bishop or a rabbi. But they have no more

to do with his fitne.ss to be a magistrate, a legislator, or a minister of finance,

than with his fitness to be a cobbler. Nobody has ever thought of com-

pelling cobblers to make any declaration on the true faith of a Christian.

Any man would rather have his shoes mended by a heretical cobbler than

by a person who had subscribed all the thirty-nine articles, but had never

handled an awl. Men act thus, not because they are indifferent to religion,

but because they do not see what religion has to do with the mending of

their shoes. Yet religion has as much to do with the mending of shoes as

with the budget and the army estimates. We have surely had several signal

proofs within the last twenty years that a very good Christian may be a very

bad Chancellor of the Exchequer.

But it would be monstrous, say the persecutors, that Jews should legislate

Tor a Christian community. This is a palpable misrepresentation. What is

proposed is, not that the Jews should legislate for a Christian community,

but that a legislature composed of Christians and Jews should legislate

for a community composed of Christians and Jews. On nine hundred

and ninety-nine questions out of a thousand, on all questions of police, of

finance, of civil and criminal law, of foreign policy, the Jew* as a Jew, has

no interest hostile to that of the Christian, or even to that of the Churchman.
On questions relating to the ecclesiastical establishment, the Jew and the

Churchman may differ. But they cannot differ more widely than the Catholic

and the Churchman, or the Independent and the Churchman. The prin-

ciple that Churchmen ought to monopolize the whole power of the state

would at least have an intelligible meaning. The principle that Christians

'>ught to monopolize it has no meaning at all. For no question connected

with the ecclesiastical institutions of the country can posi^bly come before

Parliament, with respect to which there will not be as wide a difference be-

tween Christians as there can be between any Christian and any Jew.
In fact, the Jews are not now excluded from political power. They possess

it ; and as long as they are allowed to accumulate large fortunes, they must
possess it. The distinction which is sometimes made between civil privi-

leges and political power is a distinction without a difference. Privileges

are power. Civil and political are synonymous words, the one derived from

the Latin, the other from the Greek. Nor is this mere verbal quibbling.

If we look for a moment at the facts of the case, we shall see that the things

are inseparable, or rather identical.

That a Jew should be a judge m a Cbristiaii country would be most
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hocking. But he may be a juryman. He may try issues of fact ; and no
harm is done. But if he should be suffered to try issues of law, there is an
end of the constitution. He may sit in a box plainly dressed, and return

verdicts. But that he should sit on the bench in a black go\^'n and white
wig, and grant new trials, would be an abomination not to be thought of

among baptized people. The distinction is certainly most philosophical.

What power in civilised society is so great as that of the creditor over the

debtor ? If we take this away from the Jew, we take away from him the

security of his property. If we leave it to him, we leave to him a power
more despotic by far than that of the king and all his cabinet.

It would be impious to let a Jew sit in Parliament. But a Jew may make
money ; and money may make members of Parliament. Gatton and Old
Samm may be the property of a Hebrew. An elector of Penryn will take

ten pounds from Shylock rather than nine pounds nineteen shillings and
elevenpence three farthings from Antonio. To this no objection is made.
That a Jew should possess the substance of legislative power, that he should

command eight votes on every division as if he were the great Duke of New-
castle himself, is exactly as it should be. But that he should pass the bar
and sit dowm on those mysterious cushions of green leather, that he should
cry " hear" and "order," and talk about being on his legs, and being, for

one, free to say this and to say that, would be a profanation sufficient to

bring ruin on the country.

That a Jew should be privy councillor to a Christian king would be an

eternal disgrace to the nation. But the Jew may govern the money-market,
and the money-market may govern the world. '1 he minister may be in doubt
as to his scheme of finance till he has been closi ted with the Jew. A con-

gress of sovereigns may be forced to .summon the J ew to their assistance. The
scrawl of the Jew on the back of a piece of paper may be worth more than

the royal word of three kings, or the national faith of three new American
republics. But that he should put Right Honourable before his name would
be the most frightful of national calamities.

It was in this way that some of our politicians reasoned about the Irish

Catholics. The Catholics ought to have no political power. The sun of

England is set for ever if the Catholics exercise political power. Give the

Catholics ever)' thing else ; but keep political power from them. These wise

men did not see that, when every thing else had been given, political power
had been givef . They continued to repeat their cuckoo song, when it was
no longer a question whether Catholics should have political power or

not, when a Catholic Association bearded the Parliam.ent, when a Catholic

agitator exercised infinitely more authority than the Lord Lieutenant.

If it is our duty as Christians to exclude the Jews from political power, it

must be our duty to treat them as our ancestors treated them, to murder them,

and banish them, and rob. them. For in that way, and in that way alone,

can we really deprive them of political power. If we do not adopt this course,

we may take away the shadow, but we must leave them the substance. We
may do enough to pain and irritate them ; but we shall not do enough to secure

ourselves from danger, if danger really exists. Where wealth is, there power
must inevitably be.

The English Jews, we are told, are not Englishmen. They are a separate

people, living locally in this island, but living morally and politically in com-
munion with their bretlnen who are scattered over all the world. An English

Jew looks on a Dutch or a Portuguese Jew as his countiyman, and on an
English Christian as a stranger. This want of patriotic feeling, it is said,

renders a Jew unfit to exercise political functions.

The argument has in it something plausible ; but a clo.se examination shows
it to be quite unsound. Even if the alleged facts are admitted, still the Jews
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are not the only people who have preferred their sect to their countr}'. Thi
feeling of patriotism, when society is in a healthful sute, springs up by a

natural and inevitable association, in the minds of citizens who know that they

owe all their comforts and pleasures to the Iwnd which unites them in one

community. But, under a partial and oppressive government, these associa-

tions cannot acquire that strength which they have in a belter state of things.

Men are compelled to seek from their ]iarty that ]irotection which they ought

to receive from their country, and they, by a natural consequence, transfer to

their party that affection which they would otherwise have felt for their coun-

try. The Huguenots of France called in the help of England against tlieir

Catholic kings. The Catholics of France called in the help of Spain against

a Huguenot king. Would it be fair to infer, that at present the French I'ro-

testants would wish to see their religion made dominant by the help of a

Prussian or English army ? Surely not. And why is it that they are not

willing, as they fonnerly were willing, lo sacrifice the interests of their couati y
to the interests of their religious persuasion? The reason is obvious : they
were persecuted then, and are not persecuted now. The English Puritai.s,

under Charles the First, prevailed on the Scotch to invade England. Di
the Protestant Dissenters of our time wish to see the Church put down by an

invasion of foreign Calvinists ? If not, to what cause are we to attribute the

change ? Surely to this, that the Protestant Dissenters are far better treated

now than in the seventeenth century. Some of the most illustrious public men
that England ever produced were inclined to take refuge from the tyranny of

Laud in North America. Was tliis because Presbyterians and Independent.*

are incapable of loving their country? But it is idle to multiply instances.

Nothing is so offensive to a man who knows any thing of history or of human
nature as to hear those who exercise the powers of government accuse any
sect of foreign attachments. If there be any proposition universally true in

folitics it is this, that foreign attachments are the fruit of domestic misnile.

t has always been the trick of bigots to make their subjects miserable at

home, and then to complain that they look for reliefabroad ; to divide society,

and to wonder that it is not united ; to govern as if a section of the state

were the whole, and to censure the other sections of the state for their want
of patriotic spirit. If the Jews have not felt towards England like children,

it is because she has treated them like a step-mother. There is no feeling

which more certainly developes itself in the minds of men living under toler-

ably good government than the feeling of patriotism. Since the beginning ol

the world, there never was any nation, or any large portion of any nation,

not cruelly oppressed, which was wholly destitute of that feeling. To make
it therefore ground of accusation against a class of men, that they are not

patriotic, is the most vulgar legerdemain of sophistry. It is the logic which
the wolf employs against the lamb. It is to accuse the mouth of the stream
of poisoning the source.

If the English Jews really felt a deadly hatred to England, if the weekly

prayer of their synagogues were that all the curses denounced by Ezekicl on

Tyre and Egypt might fall on London, if, in their solemn feasts, they called

down blessings on those who should dash their children to pieces on the stones,

stiU, we say, their hatred lo their countrymen would not be more intense than

that which sects of Christians have often borne to each other. But in fact the

feeling of the Jews is not such. It is precisely what, in the situation in which

they are placed, we should expect it to be. They are treated far better than

the French Protestants were treated in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,

or than our Puritans were treated in the time of Laud. They, therefore,

have no rancour against the government or against their countrymen. It will

not be denied that they are far better affected to the state than the followers

of Coligni or Vane. But they are not so well treated as the dissenting sccti



138 CIVIL DISABILITIES OF THE JEWS.

of Christians are now treated in England ; and on this account, and, we firmly

believe, on Lhis account alone, they have a more exclusive spirit. Till we have
carried the experiment farther, we are not entitled to conclude that they can-

not be made Englishmen altogether. The statesman who treats them as aliens,

and then abuses them for not entertaining all the feelings of natives, is as

unreasonable as the tyrant who punished their fathers for not making bricks

without straw.

Rulers must not be suffered thus to absolve themselves of their solemn re-

sponsibility. It does not lie in their mouths to .say that a sect is not patriotic.

It is their business to make it patriotic. History and reason clearly indicate

the means. The English Jews are, as far as we can see, precisely what our
government has made them. They are precisely what any sect, what any
class of men, treated as they have been treated, would have been. If all the

red-haired people in Europe had, during centuries, been outraged and op-
pressed, banished from this place, imprisoned in that, deprived of their money,
deprived of their teeth, convicted of the most improbable crimes on the feeblest

evidence, dragged at horses' tails, hanged, tortured, bm-ned alive, if, when
manners became milder, they had still been subject to debasing restrictions

and exposed to vulgar insults, locked up in particular streets in some coun-
tries, pelted and ducked by the rabble in others, excluded ever)-where from
magistracies and honours, what would be the patriotism of gentlemen with red

hair? And if, under such circumstances, a proposition were made for admitting
red-haired men to office, how striking a speech might an eloquent admirer of

our old institutions deliver against so revolutionary a measure !
" The.se men,"

he might say,
'

' scarcely consider themselves as Englishmen. They think a red-

haired Frenchman or a red-haired German more closely connected with them
than a man with brown hair bom in their own parish. If a foreign sovereign

patroni.ses red hair, they love him better than their own native king. They are

lot Englishmen : they cannot be Englishmen : nature has forbidden it : experi-

ence proves it to be impossible. Right to political power they have none
;

for no man has a right to political power. Let them enjoy personal security
;

let their property be under the protection of the law. But if they ask for leave

to e-xercise power over a community of which they are only half members, a

community the constitution of which is essentially dark-haired, let us answer
them in the words of our wise ancestors, Nolumiis leges Angliie tnutari."

But, it is said, the Scriptures declare that the Jews are to be restored to

their own country ; and the whole nation looks forward to that restoration.

They are, therefore, not so deeply interested as others in the prosperity of

England. It is not their home, but merely the place of their sojourn, the

hou.se of their bondage. This argument, which first appeared in the Times
newspaper, and which has attracted a degree of attention proportioned not

so much to its own intrinsic force as to the general talent with which that

journal is conducted, belongs to a class of sophisms by which the most hate-

ful persecutions may easily be justified. To charge men with practical con-

sequences which they themselves deny is disingenuous in controversy ; it is

atrocious in government. The doctrine of predestination, in the opinion of

many people, tends to make those who hold it utterly immoral. And cer-

tainly it would seem that a man who believes his eternal destiny to be already

irrevocably fixed is likely to indulge his passions without restraint and to

neglect his religious duties. If he is an heir of wrath, his exertions must be
unavailing. If he is preordained to life, they must be superfluous. But
would it be wise to punish every man who holds the higher doctrines of

Calvinism, as if he had actually committed all those crimes which we know
some Antinoniians to have committed? Assuredly not. The fact notor-

iously is that there are many Calvinists as moral in their conduct as any
Arminian, and many Arminians as loose as any Calvinist.
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It IS altogether impossible to reason from the opinioiiN which a man pro-
fesses to his feelings aiul his actions ; and in fact no person is ever such a
fool as to reason thus, except when lie wants a pretext for persecuting his

neighbours. A Christian is commanded, under the strongest sanctions, to

be just in all his dealings. Yet to how many of the twenty-four millions of

professing Christians in these islands wou.d any man in his senses lend a
thousand pounds without security ? A man who should act, for one day, on
the suppo>ition that all the people about him were intluenced by the religion

which they professed, would fmd himself ruined before night ; and no man
ever does act on that supposition in any of the oidinary concerns of life, in

borrowmg, in lending, in buying, or in selling. But when any of our fellow-

creatures are to be oppressed, the case is different. Then we represent those

motives which we know to be so feeble for good as omnipotent for evil.

1 lien we lay to the charge of our victims all the vices and follies to which
their doctrines, however remotely, seem to tend. We forget that the same
weakness, the same hi.\ity, the same disposition to prefer the present to the

future, which make men worse tlian a good religion, make them better than
a bad one.

It was in this way that our ancestors reasoned, and that some people in our
time still reason, about the Catholics. A Papist believes himself bound %o

obey the pope. The pope has issued a bull deposing Queen Elizabeth. There-
fore every Papist will treat her grace as an usurper. Therefore every Papist is

a traitor. Therefore every Papist ought to be hanged, drawn, and quartered.

To this logic we owe some of the most hateful laws that ever disgraced our
history. Surely the answer lies on the surface. The Church of Rome may
have commanded these men to treat the queen as an usurper. But she has
commanded them to do many other things which they have never done. She
enjoins her priests to observe strict purity. You are always taunting them
with their licentiousnesa. She commands all her followers to fast often, to

be charitable to the poor, to take no interest for money, to fight no duels, to

see no plays. Do they obey these injunctions? If it be the fact that very

few of them strictly observe her precepts, when her precepts are opposed to

their passions and interests, may not loyalty, may not humanity, may not the

love of ease, may not the fear of death, be sufficient to prevent them from ex-

ecuting those wicked orders which the Church of Rome has issued against the

sovereign of England ? When we know that many of these people do not
care enough for their religion to go without beef on a Friday for it, why should
we think that they will run the risk of being racked and hanged for it ?

People are now reasoning about the Jews as our fathers reasoned about
the Papists. The law which is inscribed on the walls of the synagogues pro-

hibits covetousness. But if we were to say that a Jew mortgagee would not
foreclose because God had commanded him not to covet his neighbour's
house, everybody would think us out of our wits. Yet it passes for an argu-

ment to say that a Jew will take no interest in the prosperity of the country
in which he lives, that he will not care how bad its laws and police may be,

bow heavily it may be taxed, how often it may be conquered and given up
to spoil, because God has promised that, by some unknown means, and at

.some undetermined time, perhaps ten thousand years hence, the Jews shall

migrate to Palestine. Is not this the most profound ignorance of human
nature ? Do we not know that what is remote and indefinite affects men far

iess than what is near and certain ? The argument too applies to Christians

as strongly as to Jews. The Christian believes as well as the Jew, that at

some future period the present order of things will come to an end. Nay,
many Christians believe that the Messiah will shortly establish a kingdom
on the earth, and reign N-isibly over all its inhabitants. Whether this doc-
trine he orthodox or not we shall not here inquire. The mmilHjr of jieojde
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who hold it is very much greater than the number of Jews residing in Eng
land. Many of those who hold it are distinguished by ranlc, wealth, and
ability. It is preached from pulpits, both of the Scottish and of the Eng-
lish church. Noblemen and members of Parliament have written in defence

of it. Now wherein does this doctrine differ, as far as its political tendency
is concerned, from the doctrine of the Jews? If a Jew is unfit to legislate

for us because he believes that he or his remote descendants will be removed
to Palestine, can we safely open tiie House of Commons to a fifth-monarchy

man, who expects that before this generation shall pass away, all the king-

doms of the earth will be swallowed up in one divine empire?
Does a Jew engage less eagerly than a Christian in any competition which

the law leaves open to him ? Is he less active and regular in his business

than his neighbours ? Does he furnish his house meanly, because he is a

pilgrim and sojourner in the land ? Does the expectation of being restored

to the countiy of his fathers make him insensible to the fluctuations of the

stock-exchange ? Does he, in arranging his private affairs, ever take into

the account the chance of his migrating to Palestine ? If not, why are we to

suppose that feeHngs which never influence his dealings as a merchant, or

his dispositions as a testator, will acquire a boundless influence over him as

soon as he becomes a magistrate or a legislator ?

There is another argument which we would not willingly treat with levity

and which yet we scarcely know how to treat seriously. Scripture, it is said,

is full of terrible denunciations against the Jews. It is foretold that they are to

lie wanderers. Is it then right to give them a home ? It is foretold that they
are to be oppressed. Can we with propriety suffer them to be rulers? To
admit them to the rights of citizens is manifestly to insult the Divine oracles.

We allow that to falsify a prophecy inspired by Divine Wisdom would be
a most atrocious crime. It is, therefore, a happy circumstance for our frail

species, that it is a crime which no man can possibly commit. If we admit
the Jews to seats in Parliament, we shall, by so doing, prove that the pro-

phecies in question, whatever they may mean, do not mean that the Jews
shall be excluded from Parliament.

In fact it is al-eady clear that the prophecies do not bear the meaning put
upon them by the respectable persons whom we are now answering. In
France and in the United States the Jews are already admitted to all the

rights of citizens. A prophecy, therefore, which should mean that the Jews
would never, during the course of their wanderings, be admitted to all the

rights of citizens in the places of their sojourn, would be a false prophecy.
This, therefore, is not the meaning of the prophecies of Scripture.

But we protest altogether against the practice of confounding prophecy
with precept, of setting up predictions which are often obscure against a
morality which is always clear. If actions are to be considered as just and
good merely because they have been predicted, what action was ever more
laudable than that crime which our bigots are now, at the end of eighteen

centuries, urging us to avenge on the Jews, thai crime which made the earth

shake and blotted out the sun from heaven ? The same reasoning which is

now employed to vindicate the disabilities imposed on our Hebrew country-

men will equally vindicate the kiss of Judas and the judgment of Pilate.
" The Son of man goeth, as it is vi'ritten of him ; but woe to that man by
whom the Son of man is betrayed." And woe to those who, in any age or

in any country, disobey his benevolent commands under pretence of accom-
plishing his predictions. If this argument justifies the laws now existing

against the Jews, it justifies equally ail the cnielties which have ever been
committed against them, the sweeping edicts of banishment and confiscation,

the dungeon, the rack, and the slow fire. How can we excuse ourselves

for leaving property to people who are to "serve their enemies in hunger,
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tnd in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things ;" for jjiving pro-
tection to the persons of those who are to " fear tlay and night, and to have
none assurance of their life ;" for not sei/inij on the children of a race whose
•' sons and daughters are to be given unto another peojile ?"

We have not so learned the doctrines of Him who commanded us to love
iir neighlHJur as ourselves, and who, when He was called upon to explain
hat He meant by a neighbour, selected as an example a heretic and an
Uen. I^asl year, we rcmenilier, it was represented by a pious writer in the

J'lhn Bull newspaper, and by some other equally fervid Christians, as a mon-
strous indecency, that the measure for the relief of the Jews should be brought
forward in Passion week. One of these humourists ironically recommended
'hat it should be read a second time on Good Friday. We should have had
no objection ; nor do we believe that the day could be commemorated in a
more worthy manner. We know of no day fitter for terminating long hos-

lities, and repairing cruel wrongs, than the day on which the religion of
L-rcy was founded. We know of no day fitter for blotting out from the

tatute-book the last traces of intolerance than the day on which the spirit

of intolerance produced the foulest of all judicial murders, the day on which
the list of the victims of intolerance, that noble list wherein Socrates and
More are enrolled, was glorified by a yet greater and holier name.

MOORE'S LIFE OF LORD BYROX. (June, 1831.)

Lttten and youmah ofLord Byron : -with Notices ofhis Life. By Thomas Moorb,
Esq. 2 vols. 410. London : 1830.

We have read this book with the greatest pleasure. Considered merely a

a composition, it deserves to be classed among the best specimens of Eng-
lish prose which our age has produced. It contains, indeed, no single pas-

sage equal to two or three which we could select from the Life of Sheridan.

But, as a whole, it is immeasurably superior to that work. The style is

agreeable, clear, and manly, and when it rises into eloquence, rises without
effort or ostentation. Nor is the matter inferior to the manner. It would
be difficult to name a book which exhibits more kindness, fairness, and
modesty. It has evidently been written, not for the purpose of showing,
what, however, it often shows, how well its author can write, but for the

purpose of vindicating, as far as truth will permit, the memory of a cele-

brated man who can no longer vindicate himself. Mr Moore never thrusts

himself between Lord Eyron and the public With the strongest tempta-
tions to egotism, he has said no more about himself than the subject abso-
lutely require'!.

A great part, indeed, the greater part, of these volumes, consists of extracts

from the Letters and Journals of Lord Byron ; and it is difficult to speak too

highly of the skill whicli has been shown in the selection and arrangement.
We will not say that we have not occasionally remarked in these two large

quartos an anecdote which should have been omitted, a letter which should
have been suppressed, a name wiiich should have been concealed by aster-

isks, or asterisks which do not answer tlie purpose o( concealing the name.
But it is impossible, on a general survey, to deny that the task has been
executed with great judgment ami great humanity. Wlien we consider the

life which Loni Byron had led, his petulance, his irritability, and his com-
municativeness, we cannot but admire the dexterity with which Mr Moore
has contrived to exhibit so much of the character and opinions of his friend,

•with so little pain to the feelings of the living.

The extracts from the journals and correspondence of Lord Byron are in

the highest degree valuable, not merely on account of the information which
ihey contain respecting the disiinjjuished man tiy whom they Mere written.
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but on account also of their mr*- merit as compositions. The Letters, at

least those which were sent from Italy, are among the best in our lanf^uage.

Tht-y are less affected than those of Pope and Walpole ; they liave more
matter in them than those o{ Cowper. Knowing that many of them were

not written merely for the person to whom they were directed, but were
general epistles, meant to l)e read by a large circle, we expected to find them,

clever and spirited, but deficient in ease. We looked with vigilance for in-

stances of stiffness in the language and awkwardness in the transitions. We
have been agreeably disappointed ; and we must confess that, if the episto>ary

style of Lord Byron was artificial, it was a rare and admirable instance of

that ' lighest art which cannot be distinguished from nature.

Of the deep and painful interest which this book excites no abstract can
give a just notion. So sad and dark a story is scarcely to be found in any
work of fiction ; and we are little disposed to envy the moralist who can

read it without being softened.

i'he pretty fable by which the Duchess of Orleans illustrated the character

of her son the Regent might, with little change, be applied to Byron. All

the fairies, save one, had been bidden to his cradle. All the gossips had
been profuse of their gifts. One had bestowed nobility, another genius, a

third beauty. The malignant elf who had been uninvited came last, and,

unable to reverse what her sisters had done for their favourite, had mixed
up a curse with every blessing. In the rank of Lord Byron, in his under-

standing, in his character, in his veiy person, there was a strange union of

opposite extremes. He was born to all that men covet and admire. But
in every one of tho.se eminent advantages which he possessed over others

was mingled something of misery and debasement. He was sprung from a

house, ancient indeed and noble, but degraded and impoverished by a series

of crimes and follies which had attained a scandalous publicity. The kins-

man whom he succeeded had died poor, and, but for merciful judges, would
have died upon the gallows. The young peer had great intellectual powers ;

yet there was an unsound part in his mind. He had naturally a generous

and feeling heart : but his temper was wayward and irritable. He had a

head whicii statuaries loved to copy, and a foot the deformity of which the

l)eggars in tlie streets mimicked. Distinguished at once by the strength

and by the weakness of his intellect, affectionate yet perverse, a poor lord,

and a handsome cripple, he required, if ever man required, the firmest and
the most judicious training. But capriciously as nature had dealt with him,

the parent to whom the office of forming his character was intnisted was
more capricious still. She passed from paroxysms of rage to paroxysms of

tenderness. At one time she stifled him with her caresses : at another time

she insulted his deformity. He came into the world ; and the world treated

him as his mother had treated him, sometimes with fondness, sometimes
with cruelty, never with justice. It indulged him without di.scrimination,

au'l punished him without discrimination. He was tndy a spoiled child,

not merely the spoiled child of his parent, but the spoiled child of nature,

the spoiled child of fortune, the spoiled child of fame, the spoiled child of

society. His first poems were received with a contempt which, feeble as

they were, they did not absolutely deserve. The poem which he published

on his return from his travels was, on the other hand, extolled far above its

merit. At twenty-four he found himself on the highest pinnacle of literary

fame, with .Scott, Wordsworth, Southey, and a crowd of other distinguished

writers beneath his feet. There is .scarcely an instance in history of so sud-

den a rise to so dizzy an eminence.

P>ery thing that could stimulate, and every thing that could gratify the

strongest propensities of our nature, the gaze of a hundred drawing-rooms,
the acclamations of the whole nation, the aoplause of applauded men, the
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love of lovely women, all this world and all the glory of it were at once ofieietl

to a youth to whom nature had given violent pa>sion<, ami whom education

had never taught to control them. He lived as many men live who have no
similar excuse to plead for their faults. But his countrjTnen and his country-

ivomcn would love him and admire him. Tliey were resolved to see in his

^ xcesses only the flash and outbreak of that same fiery mind which glowed
I his poetry. He attacked religion

;
yet in religious circles his name was

mentioned with fondness ; and in many religious publications his works were
crnsured with singidar tenderness. He lampooned the Prince Regent

; yet

he could not alienate the Tories. Ever}' thing, it seemed, was to be forgiven

wi youth, rank, and genius.

Then came the reaction. Society, capricious in its indignation as it had
cen capricious in its fondness, flew into a rage with its froward and petted

ui'ing. He had been worshipped with an irrational idolatry. He was per-

outed with an irrational furj-. Much has been written about those unhappy
omestic occurrences which decided the fate of his life. Yet nothing is,

;:othing ever was, positively kno\\Ti to the public, but this, that he quarrelled

with his lady, and that she refused to live with him. There have been hints

in abundance, and shrugs and shakings of the head, and "Well, well, we
know," and "We could' an if we would," and "If we list to speak," and
*' There be that might an they list." But wc are not aware that there is be-

fore the world, substantiated by credible, or even by tangible evidence, a

single fact indicating that Lord Byron was more to blame than any other

man who is on bad terms with his wife. The professional men whom Lady
BjTon consulted were undoubtedly of opinion that she ought not to live with

her husband. But it is to be remembered that they formed that opinion with-

out hearing both sides. We do not say, we do not mean to insinuate, that

Lady Byron was in any respect to blame. We think that those who condemn
her on the evidence which is now before the public are as rash as those who
condemn her husband. We will not pronounce any judgment, we cannot,

even in our own minds, form any judgment, on a transaction which is so

imperfectly known to us. It would have been well if, at the time of the

separation, all those who knew as little about the matter then a$ we know
about it now had shown that forbearance which, under such circumstances,

is but common justice.

We know no spectacle so ridiculous as the British public in one of its

periodical fits of morality. In general, elopements, divorces, and family

quarrels, pass with little notice. We read the scandal, talk about it for a

day, and forget it. But once in six or seven years our virtue becomes out-

rageous. We cannot suffer the laws of religion and decency to be violated.

We must make a stand against vice. We must teach libertines that the Eng-
lish pe<4ile appreciate the importance of domestic ties. Accordingly some
unfortunate man, in no respect more depraved than hundreds whose offences

have been treated with lenity, is singled out as an expiatorj' sacrifice. If he
has children, they are to be taken from him. If he has a profession, he is to

be driven from it. He is cut by the higher orders, and hissed by the lower.

He is, in truth, a sort of whipping-boy, by whose vicarious agonies all the

other transgressors of the same class are, it is supposed, sufficiently chastised.

We reflect very complacently on our own severity, and compare with gieat

f)ride the high standard of morals established in England with the Parisian

axity. .-\t length our anger is satiated. Our victim is ruined and heart-

broken. And our virtue goes quietly to sleep for seven years more.

It is clear that those %nces which destroy domestic happiness ought to be
as much as possible repressed. It is equally clear that they cannot be re-

pressed by penal legislation. It is therefore right and desirable that public
opinii^n .should be directed against them. But it should be directed against
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them uniformi/, steadily, and temperately, not by sudden fits and starts.

There should be one weight and one measure. Decimation is always an ob-
jectionable mode of punishment. It is the resource of judges too indolent

and hasty to investigate facts and to discriminate nicely between shades of

guilt. It is an irrational practice, even when adopted by military tribunals.

When adopted by the tribunal of public opinion, it is infinitely more irra-

tional. It is good that a certain portion of disgrace should constantly attend

on certain bad actions. But it is not good that the offenders should merely
have to stand the risks of a lottery of infamy, that ninety-nine out of every

hundred should escape, and that the hundredth, perhaps the most innocent

of the hundred, should pay for all. We remember to have seen a mob assem-
bled in Lincoln's Inn to hoot a gentleman against whom the most oppressive

proceeding known to the English law was then in progress. He was hooted
because he had been an unfaithful husband, as if some of the most popular

men of the age, Lord Nelson for example, had not been unfaithful husbands.

We remember a still stronger case. Will posterity believe that, in an age

in which men whose gallantries were universally known, and had been legally

proved, filled some of the highest offices in the state and in the army, pre-

sided at the meetings of religious and benevolent institutions, were the de-

light of every society, and the favourites of the multitude, a crowd of moralists

went to the theatre, in order to pelt a poor actor for disturbing the conjugal

felicity of an alderman? What there was in the circumstances either of the

offender or of the sufferer to vindicate the zeal of the audience, we could never

conceive. It has never been supposed that the situation of an actor is pecu-

liarly favourable to the rigid virtues, or that an alderman enjoys any special

immunity from injuries such as that which on this occasion roused the anger

uf the public. But such is the justice of mankind.
In these cases the punishment was excessive ; but the offence was known and

proved. The case of Lord Byron was harder. True Jedwood justice was dealt

out to him. First came the execution, then the investigation, and last of all,

or rather not at all, the accusation. The public, without knowing any thing

whatever about the transactions in his family, flew into a violent passion with

him, and proceeded to invent stories which might justify its anger. Ten or

twenty different accounts of the separation, inconsistent with each other, with

themselves, and with common sense, circulated at the same time. What evi-

dence there might be forany one of these, the virtuous people who repeated them
neither knew nor cared. For in fact these .stories were not the causes, but the

effects of the public indignation. They resembled those loathsome slanders

which Lewis Goldsmith, and other abject libellers of the same class, were in

the hal)it of publishing about Bonaparte ; such as that he poisoned a girl with
arsenic when he was at the military school, that he hired a grenadier to .shoot

Dessaix at Marengo, that he filled St Cloud with all the pollutions of Capreae.

There was a time when anecdotes like these obtained some credence from
persons who, hating the French emperor without knowing why, were eager to

believe any thing which might justify their hatred. Lord Byron fared in the

same way. His countrymen were in a bad humour with him. His writings and
his character had lost the charm of novelty. He had been guilty of the offence

which, of all offences, is punished most severely ; he had been over-praised
;

he had excited too warm an interest ; and the public, with its usual justice,

chastised him for its own folly. The attachments of the multitude bear no
small resemblance to those of the wanton enchantress in the Arabian Tales,

who, when the forty days of her fondness were over, was not content with dis-

missing her lovers, but condemned them to expiate, in loathsome shapes,

and under cruel penances, the crime of having once pleased her too well.

The obloquy which Byron had to endure was such as might well have
shaken a more constant mind. The newspapers were filled with lampoons.
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The theatres shook with execrations. He was excluded from circles where

he had lately been the observed of all observers. All those crecjnng things

that riot in the decay of nobler natures hastened to their repast ; and they

were right ; they did after their kind. It is not every day that the savage

envy of aspiring dunces is gratified by the agonies of such a spirit, and the

'''i^radation of such a name
The unhappy man left his country for ever. The howl of contumely fol-

ved him across the sea, up the Rhine, over the Alps ; it gradually waxed

liter ; it died away ; those who had raised it began to ask each other, what,

r all, was the matter about which they had been so clamorous, and wished

invite back the criminal whom they had just chased from them. His

;
. .ctry became more popular than it had ever been ; and his complaints were

I. ad with teai^ by thousands and lens of thousandswho had never seen hisface.

He had fixed his home on the shores of the Adriatic, in the most pictur-

|ue and interesting of cities, beneath the brightest of skies, and by the

L^htest of seas. Censoriousness was not the vice of the neighbours whom
had chosen. They were a race corrupted by a bad government and a bad

iij^'ion, long renowned for skill in the arts of volui)luousness, and tolerant

in the caprices of sen.suality. From the public opinion of the country of

.^ adoption, he had nothing to dread. With the public opinion of the coun-

try of his birth, he was at open war. He plunged into wild and desperate

excesses, ennobled by no generous or tender sentiment. From his Venetian

liaram he sent forth volume after volume, full of eloquence, of wit, of pathos,

of ribaldry, and of bitter disdain. His health sank under the effects of his

nitemperance. His hair turned grey. His food ceased to nourish him. A
hectic fever withered him up. It seemed that his body and mind were about

to perish together.

From this wretched degradation he was in some measure rescued by a con-

nection, culpable indeed, yet such as, if it were judged by the standard oi

morality established in the country where he lived, might be called virtuous.

But an imagination polluted by vice, a temper embittered by misfortune, and

a frame habituated to the fatal excitement of intoxication, prevented hmi from

fiilly enjoying the happiness which he might have derived from the purest and

most tranquil of his many attachments. Midnight draughts of ardent spirits

and Rhenish wines had begim to work the ruin of his fine intellect. Jlis

verse lost much of the energy and condensation which had distinguished it.

But he would not resign, without a struggle, the empire which he had exer-

cised over the men of his generation. A new dream of ambition arose before

him ; to be the chief of a literary party ; to be the great mover of an intel-

lectual revolution ; to guide the public mind of England from his Italian

retreat, as Voltaire had guided the public mind of France from the villa of

Femey. With this hope, as it should seem, he established the Liberal. But,

powerifully as he had affected the imaginations of his contemporaries, he mis-

took his own powers if he hoped to direct their opinions ; and he still more

grossly mistook his own di.sposition, if he thought that he could long act in

concert with other men of letters. The i>lan failed, and failed ignominiously.

Angry with himself, angry with his coadjutors, he relinquished it, and turned

to another project, the last and noblest of his life.

A nation, once the first among the nations, preeminent in knowledge, pre-

eminent in military glory, the cradle of philosophy, of eloquence, and of^ the

fine arts, had been for ages bowed down under a cniel yoke. All the vices

which oppression generates, the abject vices which it generates in th<)-.e who
submit to it, the ferocious vices which it generates in those who sinigglc-

againsi it, had deformed the character of that miserable race. The valour

which had won tiie great battlcofhuman civilisation, which had saved Europe,

which had subjugated Asia, lingered only among pirates and robbers. The
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ingenuity, once so conspicuously displayed in every department of physical

and moral science, had been depraved into a timid and servile cunning. On
a sudden this degraded people had risen on their oppressors. Discounten-

anced or betrayed by the surrounding potentates, they had found in them-
selves something of that which might well supply the place of all foreign as-

sistance, something of the energy of their fathers.

As a man of letters. Lord Byron could not but be interested in the event

of this contest. His political opinions, though, like all his opinions, un-
settled, leaned strongly towards the side of liberty. He had assisted the

Italian insurgents with his purse, and, if their struggle against the Austrian
government had been ])rolonged, would probably have assisted them v/ith

his sword. Ikit to Greece he was attached by peculiar ties. He had when
young resided in that country. Much of his most splendid and popular poetry

had been inspired by its scenery and by its history. Sick of inaction, de-

graded in his own eyes by his private vices and by his literary failures, pining

for untried excitement and honourable distinction, he carried his exhausted

body and his wounded spirit to the Grecian camp.
His conduct in his new situation showed so much vigour and good sense

as to justify us in believing that, if his life had been prolonged, he might
have distinguished himself as a soldier and a politician. But pleasure and
sorrow had done the work of seventy years upon his delicate frame. The
hand of death was upon him : he knew it ; and the only wish which he
uttered was that he might die sword in hand.

This was denied to him. Anxiety, exertion, exposure, and those fatal

stimulants which had become indispensable to him, soon stretched him on a
sick bed, in a strange land, amidst strange faces, wthout one human being
that he loved near him. There, at thirty-six, the most celebrated English-
man of the nineteenth century closed his brilliant and miserable career.

We cannot even now retrace those events without feeling something of

what was felt by the nation, when it was first known that the grave had closed

over so much sorrow and so much glory ; something of what was felt by those

who saw the hearse, with its long train of coaches, turn slowly northward,
leaving behind it that cemetery which had been consecrated by the dust of

so many great poets, hut of which the doors were closed against all that re-

mained of Byron. We well remember that on that day, rigid moralists could
not refrain from weeping for one so young, so illustrious, so unhappy, gifted

with such rare gifts, and tried by such strong temptations. It is unnecessary
to make any reflections. The history carries its moral with it. Our age has
indeed been fruitful of warnings to the eminent, and of consolations to the

obscure. Two men have died within our recollection, who, at a time of life

at which many people have hardly completed their education, had raised

themselves, each in his own department, to the height of glory. One of
them died at Longwood ; the other at Missolonghi.

It is always difficult to separate the literary character of a man who lives

in our own time from his personal character. It is peculiarly difficult to make
this separation in the case of Lord Byron. For it is scarcely too much to

.say, that Lord Byron never wrote -without some reference, direct or indirect,

to himself. The interest excited by the events of his life mingles itself in our
minds, and probably in the minds of almost all our readers, with the interest

which properly belongs to his works. A generation must pass away before

it will be possil)le to form a fair judgment of his books, considered merely as

books. At present they are not only books, but relics. We will however
venture, though with unfeigned diffidence, to offer some desultory remarks on
his poetry.

His lot was cast in the time of a great literary revolution. That poetical

dynasty which had dethroned the successors of Shakspeare and Spenser was,
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its tum, flelhroncd by a race who represeutetl themselves as heirs of the

rient line, so long dispossessed by usurpers. 1 he real nature of this revolu-

i.-n his not, we think, been comprehended by the yrcat majority of tiiose

w hii concurred in it.

W herein especially does the poetry of our times differ from that of the last

cntury ? Ninety-nine persons out of a hundred would answer that tlic poetry
1 the last century was correct, but cold and nieclianical, ami lliat llie poetry
: our time, though wild and irregular, presenttd far more vivid images, and
cited the passions far more strongly than that of Parnell, ol Addison, or

Pope. In the same manner we constantly hear it said, tlial the poets of
c age of Elizabeth had far more genius, but far less correctness, than those

the age of Anne. It seems to be taken for granted, that there is some in-

iiipalibility, some antithesis between correctness and creative power. We
,!ier suspect that this notion arises merely from an abuse ot words, and.

. " it hxs Ijeen the parent of many of the fallacies which perplex the science

. criticism.

What is meant by correctness in poetry ? If by correctness be meant the

conforming to rules which have their foundation in truth and in the prmciples
of human nature, then correctness is only another name for excellence. If by
correctness be meant the conforming to rules purely arbitrary, coirectness

may be another name for dulness and absurdity.

A writer who describes visible objects falsely and violates the propriety of

character, a writer who makes the mountains "nod their drow.-.y heads" at

night, or a dying man take leave of the world w iih a rant like that of Maximin,
may be said, in the high and just sense of the phrase, to write incorrectly.

He violates the first great law of his art. His imitation is altogether unlike

the thing imitated. The four poets « ho are most eminently fiee from incor-

rectness of this description are Homer, Dante, Shakspeare, and Milton. They
are, therefore, in one sense, and that the best sense, the most correct of poets.

WTien it is said that Virgil, though he had less genius than Homer, was a
more correct writer, what sense is attached to the w ord conectness ? Is it

meant that the story of the /Eneid is developed more skilfully than that of the
Odyssey ? that the Roman describes the face of the external world, or the
emotions of the mind, more accurately than the Greek ? that the characters

of Achates and Mnestheus are more nicely discriminated, and more consist-

ently supported, than those of Achilles, of Nestor, and of Uly.-ses? The fact

incontestably is that, for every violation of the fundamental laws of poetry
which can be found in Homer, it would be easy to find twenty in Virgil.

Troilus and Cressida is perhaps of all the plays of Shakspeare that which
is commonly considered as the most incorrect. Yet it seems to us infinitely

more correct in the sound sense of the term, than what are called the most
correct plays of the most correct dramatists. Compare it, for example, with
the Iphigenie of Racine. We are sure that the Greeks of Shakspeare bear
a far greater resemblance than the Greeks of Racine to the real Greeks who
besieged Troy ; and for this reason, that the Greeks of Shaksjieare are human
beings, and the Greeks of Racine mere names, mere words printed in capitals

at the head of paragraphs of declamation. Racine, it is time, would have
shuddered at the thought of making a warrior at the siege of Troy quote
Aristotle. But of what use is it to avoid a single anachronism, when the

whole play is one anachronism, the sentiments and phrases of Versailles in

the camp of Aulis?

In the sense in which we are now using the word correctness, we think that

Sir Walter Scott, Mr Wordsworth, Mr Coleridge, are far more correct poets

than those who are commonly extolled as the models of correctness, I'ope,

for example, and Addison. ITie single description of a moonlight night io

I'<>i>e's Iliad contains more inaccuracies than can be found in all the Excm
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sion. There is not a single scene in Cato, in which all that conduces to
poetical illusion, all the propriety of character, of language, of situation, is

not more grossly violated than in any jiart of the Lay of the Last Minstrel.
No man can possibly think that the Romans of Addison reseml)le the real
Romans so closely as the moss-troopers of Scott resemble the real moss-
troopers. Wat Tinlinn and William of Deloraine are not, it is true, persons
of so much dignity as Cato. But the dignity of the persons represented has
as little to do with the correctness of poetry as with the correctness of paint-
ing. We prefer a gipsy by Reynolds to his Majesty's head on a sign-post,
and a Borderer by .Scott to a Senator by Addison.

In what sense, then, is the word correctness used by those who say, with
the author of the Pursuits of Literature, that Pope was the most correct of
English Poets, and that next to Pope came the late Mr Gifford ? What is

the nature and value of that correctness, the praise of which is denied to Mac-
beth, to Lear, and to Othello, and given to Hoole's translations and to all

the Seatonian prize-poems ? We can discover no eternal rule, no rule founded
in reason and in the nature of things, which Shakspeare does not obsei-ve
much more strictly than Pope. But if by correctness be meant the conforming
to a narrow legislation which, while lenient to the mala in se, multiplies, with-
out a shadow of a reason, the ma/a prohibita, if by correctness be meant a strict

attention to certain ceremonious observances, which are no more essential to
poetry than etiquette to good government, or than the washings of a Pharisee
to devotion, then, assuredly, Pope may be a more correct poet than Shak-
speare ; and, if the code were a little altered, Colley Gibber might be a more
correct poet than Pope. But it may well be doubted whether this kind of
correctness be a merit, nay, whether it be not an absolute fault.

It would be amusing to make a digest of the irrational laws which bad
critics have framed for the government of poets. First in celebrity and in
absurdity stand the dramatic unities of place and time. No human being has
ever been able to find any thing that could, even by courtesy, be called an
argimient for these unities, except that they have been deduced from the
general practice of the Greeks. It requires no very profound examination to
discover that the Greek dramas, often admirable as compositions, are, as
exhibitions of human character and human life, far inferior to the English
plays of the age of Elizabeth. Every scholar knows that the dramatic part
of the Athenian tragedies was at first subordinate to the lyrical part. It would,
therefore, have been little less than a miracle if the laws of the Athenian stage
had been found to suit plays in which there was no chonis. All the greatest
masterpieces of the dramatic art have been composed in direct violation of
the unities, and could never have been composed if the unities had not been
violated. It is clear, for example, that such a character as that of Hamlet
could never have been developed within the limits to which Alfieri confined
himself. Yet such was the reverence of literary men during the last century
for these unities that Johnson who, much to his honour, took the opposite side,
was, as he says, "frightened at his own temerity," and "afraid to stand
against the authorities which might be produced against him."
There are other rules of the same kind without end. " Shakspeare," says

Rymer, "ought not to have made Othello black ; for the hero of a tragedy
ought always to be white." "Milton," says another critic, "ought not to
have taken Adam for his hero ; for the hero of an epic poem ought always
to be victorious." " Milton," says another, "ought not to have put so many
similes into his first book ; for the first book of an epic poem ought always
to be the most unadorned. There are no similes in the first book of the Iliad."
" Milton," says another, "ought not to have placed in an epic poem such
lines as these :

—

" ' While thus I called, and strayed I knew not whither.'"
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And why not ? The critic is ready with a reason, a lady's reason. " Such
lines," says he, "are not, it must be allowed, uupleasing to the ear; but

the retlundant syllable ought to be confined to the drama, and not admitted

into epic poetry. " As to the redundant syllable in heroic rhyme on serious

subjects, it has been, from the time of Pope downward, proscribed by the

general consent of all the correct school. No magazine would have admitted

so incorrect a couplet as that of Drayton ;

" As when wc lived untouch'd with these disgraces.
When as our kingdom was our dear embraces."

Another law of heroic rhyme, which, fifty years ago, was considered as fun-

damental, was, that there should be a pause, a comma at least, at the end

of every couplet. It was also provided that there should never be a full stop

except at the end of a line. Well do we remember to have heard a most

correct judge of poetrj* revile Mr Rogers for the incorrectness of that most

sweet and graceful passage,
" Such grief was ours,—it seems but yesterday,

—

WTien in thy prime, wishing so much to stay,

'Twas thine. Maria, thine w ithout a sigh

At midnight in a sister's arms to die.

Oh thou wert lovely ; lovely was thy fiame,
And pure thy spirit as from heaven it came :

And when recalled to join the blest above
Thou diedst a Wctim to exceeding love,

Nursing the young to health. In happier hours,
When idle Fancy wove luxuriant flowers,

Ouce in thy mirth thou badst me write on thee ;

And now I write what thou shalt never see."

Sir Roger Newdigate is fairly entitled, we think, to be ranked among the

great critics of this school. He made a law that none of the poems written

for the prize which he established at Oxford should exceed fifty lines. This

law seems to us to have at least as much foundation in reason as any of those

which we have mentioned ; nay much more, for the world, we believe, is

pretty well agreed in thinking that the shorter a prize-poem is, the better.

We do not see why we should not make a few more rules of the same kind .

why we should not enact that the number of scenes in everj- act shall be

three or some multiple of three, that the number of lines in every scene shall

be an exact square, that the dramatis pa soiiiz shall never be more or fewer

than sixteen, and that, in heroic rhymes, every thirty-sixth line shall have
twelve syllables. If we were to lay down these canons, and to call Pope,
Goldsmith, and Addison incorrect writers for not having complied with our
whim.s, we should act precisely as those critics act who find incorrectness in

the magnificent imagery and the varied music of Coleridge and .Shelley.

The correctness which the last century prized so much resembles the cor-

rectness of those pictures of the garden of Eden which we see in old Bibles.

We have an exact square, enclosed by the rivers Pison, Gihon, Hiddekel,
and Euphrates, each with a convenient bridge in the centre, rectangular beds

of flowers, a long canal, neatly bricked and railed in, the tree of knowledge,
dipped like one of the limes behind the Tuilleries, standing in the centre of

the grand alley, tli£ snake twined round it, the man on the right hand, the

woman on the left, and the beasts drawn up in an exact circle round them.
In one sense the picture is correct enough. That is to say, the squares are

correct ; the circles are correct ; the man and the woman are in a most
correct line with the tree ; and the sn*ike forms a most correct spiral.

But if there were a painter so gifted that he coidd place on the canvass that

florious paradise, seen by the interior eye of him whose outward sight had
tiled with long watching and labouring for liberty and truth, if there were

a pamter who could set before us the mazes of the sapphire brook, the lake
with its fringe of myrtles, the flowery meadows, the grottoes overhung by
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vines, the forests shining with Hesperian fruit and with the plumage of gor-

geous birds, the massy shade of that nuptial bower which showered down
roses on the sleeping lovers, what should we think of a connoisseur who
should tell us that this painting, though finer than the absurd picture in the
old Bible, was not so correct ? Surely we should answer, It is both finer and
more coiTect ; and it is finer because it is more correct. It is not made up
of correctly drawn diagrams ; but it is a correct painting, a worthy represen-
tation of that which it is intended to represent.

It is not in the fine arts alone that this false correctness is prized by nar-

row-minded men, by men who cannot distinguish means from ends, or what
is accidental from what is essential. M. Jourdain admired correctness in

fencing. " You had no business to hit me then. You must never thrust in

quart till you have thrust in tierce." M. Tomes liked correctness in medical
practice. "I stand up for Artemius. That he killed his patient is plahi

enough. But still he acted quite according to rule. A man dead is a man
dead ; and there is an end of the matter. But if rules are to be broken,
there is no saying what consequences may follow." We have heard of an
old German officer who was a great admirer of correctness in military oper-
ations. He used to revile Bonaparte for spoiling the science of war, which had
been carried to such exquisite perfection by Marshal Daun. "In my youth
we used to march and countermarch all the summer without gaining or losing

a square league, and then we went into winter quarters. And now comes
an ignorant, hot-headed young man, who flies about from Boulogne to Ulm,
and from Ulm to the middle of Moravia, and fights battles in December.
The whole system of Jiis tactics is monstrously incorrect." The world is of

opinion, in spite of critics like these, that the end of fencing is to hit, that

the end of medicine is to cure, that the end of war is to conquer, and that

those means are the most correct which best accomplish the ends.

And has poetrj- no end, no eternal and immutable principles ? Is poetry,

like heraldry, mere matter of arbitrary regulation? The heralds tell us that

certain scutcheons and bearings denote certain conditions, and that to put
colours on colours, or metals on metals, is false blazonry. If all this were
reversed, if every coat of arms in Europe were new fashioned, if it were
decreed that or should never be placed but on argent, or argent but on or,

that illegitimacy should be denoted by a lozenge, and widowhood by a bend,
the new science would be just as good as the old science, because both the

new and the old would be good for nothing. The mummery of Portcullis

and Rouge Dragon, as it has no other value than that which caprice has
assigned to it, may well submit to any laws which caprice may impose on it.

But it is not so with that great imitative art, to the power of which all ages,

the Tudest and the most enlightened, bear witness. Since its first great

masterpieces were produced, every thing that is changeable in this world has
been changed. Civilisation has been gained, lost, gained again. Religions,

and languages, and forms of government, and usages of private life, and
modes of thinking, all have undergone a succession of revolutions. Every
thing has passed away but the great features of nature, and the heart of man,
and the miracles of that art of which it is the office to reflect back the heart

of man and the features of nature. Those two strange old poems, the wonder
of ninety generations, still retain all their freshness. They still command
the veneration of minds enriched by the literature of many nations and ages.

They are still, even in wretched translations, the delight of schoolboys.
Having survived ten thousand capricious fashions, having seen successive

codes of criticism become obsolete, they still remain to us, immortal with the
nnmortality of truth, the same when perused in the study of an English
scholar, as when they were first chanted at the banquets of the Ionian princes.

Poetry is, as was said more than two thousand years ago, imitation. It

is an art analogous m many respects to the art of painting, sculpture, and
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acting. The imitations of the painter, the sculptor, aHtl the actor, are.

indeed, within certain limits, more perfect than those of the poet. The
machiner)- which the poet emploj-s consists merely of words ; and words can-

not, even when employed by such an artist as I lomcr or Dante, present to

the mind images of visible objects quite so lively and exact as those which

we carry away from looking on the works of the brush and the chisel. But,

on the other hand, the range of poetry is infinitely wider than that of any

other imitative art, or than that of all the other imitative arts together. The
sculptor can imitate only form ; the painter only form and colour ; the actor,

until the poet supplies him with words, only form, colour, and motion.'

Pnetry holds the outer world in common with the other arts. The heart of

ui is the province of poetry, and of poetry alone. The painter, the sculp-

: . and the actor can exhibit no more of human passion and character tlian

a small portion which overtlows into the gesture and the face, always an

iierfect, often a deceitful, sign of that which is within. The deeper and

re complex parts of human nature can be exhibited by means of words

ne. Thus the objects of the imitation of poetry are the whole external

A the whole internal universe, the face of nature, the vicissitudes of fortune,

\\\ as he is in himself, man as he appears in society, all things which really

;^t, all things of which we can form an image in our minds by combining

pother parts of things which really exist. The domain of this imperial arT

^(^mmensurate with the imaginative faculty.

An art essentially imitative ought not surely to be subjected to rules which
tcntl to make its imitations less perfect than they otherwise would be ; and
liise who obey such rules ought to be called, not correct, but incorrect

ti-ts. The true way to judge of the rules by which English poetry was
vemed during the last centun.' is to look at the effects which they produced.

It was in 17&0 that Johnson completed his Lives of the Poets. He tells

ill that work that, since the time of Dryden, English poetry had shown
tendency to relapse into its original savageness, that its language had been

: ined, its numbers tuned, and its sentiments improved. It may perhaps

doubted whether the nation had any great reason to exult in the refme-

.. nts and improvements which gave it Douglas forUthello, and the Triumphs
; Temper for the Fairy Queen.
It was during the thirty years which preceded the appearance of Johnson's

Lives that the diction and versification of English poetry were, in the sense

n which the word is commonly used, most correct. Those thirty years are,

respects poetry, the most deplorable part of our literary history. They
ve indeed bequeathed to us scarcely any poetry which deserves to be re-

inbered. Two or three hundred lines of Gray, twice as many of Gold-

th, a few stanzas of Beatlie and Collins, a few strophes of Mason, and a

t V clever prologues and satires, were the masterpieces of this age of con-

summate excellence. They may all be printed in one volume, and that

volume would be by no means a volume of extraordinary merit. It would
:ontain no poetry of the very highest class, and little which could be placed

»ery high in the second class. The Paradise Regained or Comus would
lutweigh it all.

At la^t, when poetry had fallen into such utter decay that Mr Hayley was
thought a great poet, it began to appear that the excess of the evil was alxjiit

to work the cure. Men became tired of an insipid conformity to a standard

which derived no authority from nature or reason. A shallow criticism had

taught them to a.scribe a superstitious value to the spurious correctness of

poetasters. A deeper criticism brought them back to the true correctness

of the first great masters. The eternal laws of poetry regained their power,

and the temporary fashions which had superse<led those laws went after the

wig of lx)velace and the hoop of Clarissa.

It was in a cold and barren season that the seeds of that rich harvest wliit h
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we have reaped were first sown. While poetry was every year becoming
more feeble and more mechanical, while the monotonous versification which
I'ope had introduced, no longer redeemed by his brilliant wit and his com-
pactness of expression, palled on the ear of the public, the great works of the

old masters were every day attracting more and more of the admiration which
they deserved. The plays of Shakspeare were better acted, better edited,

and better known than they had ever been. Our fine ancient ballads were
again read with pleasure, and it became a fashion to imitate them. Many
of the imitations were altogether contemptible. But they showed that men
had at least begim to admire the excellence which they could not rival. A
literary revolution was evidently at hand. There was a ferment in the

minds of men, a vague craving for something new, a disposition to hail with
delight any thing which might at first sight wear the appearance of origin-

ality. A reforming age is always fertile of impostors. The same excited

state of public feeling which produced the great separation from the see of

Rome produced also the excesses of the Anabaptists. The same stir in the

public mind of Europe which overthrew the abuses of the old French govern-
ment, produced the Jacobins and Theophilanthropists. Macpherson and
Delia Crasca were to the true reformers of English poetry what Knipper-
doling was to Luther, or Clootz to Turgot. The success of Chatterton's

forgeries and of the far more contemptible forgeries of Ireland showed that

people had begun to love the old poetry well, though not wisely. The public

was never more disposed to believe stories without evidence, and to admire
books without merit. Any thing which could break the dull monotony of

the carrect school was acceptable.

The forerunner of the great restoration of our literature was Cowper. His
literary career began and ended at nearly the same time with that of Alfieri.

A comparison between Alfieri and Cowper may, at first sight, appear as

strange as that which a loyal Presbyterian minister is said to have made in

1 745 between George the Second and Enoch. It may seem that the gentle,

shy, melancholy Calvinist, whose spirit had been broken by fagging at school,

who had not courage to earn a livelihood by reading the titles of bills in the

House of Lords, and whose favourite associates were a blind old lady and an

evangelical divine, could have nothing in common with the haughty, ardent,

and voluptuous nobleman, the horse-jockey, the libertine, who fought Lord
Ligonier in Hyde Park, and robbed the Pretender of his queen. But though
the private lives of these remarkable men present scarcely any points of

resemblance, their literary lives bear a close analogy to each other. They
both found poetry in its lowest state of degradation, feeble, artificial, and
altogether ner\'eless. They both possessed precisely the talents which fitted

them for the task of raising it from that deep abasement. They cannot, in

strictness, be called great poets. They had not in any ver}' high degree the

creative power,

"The vision and the faculty di\ iiie ;

"

but they had great vigour of thought, great wannth of feeling, and what, in

their circumstances, was above all things important, a manliness of taste

which approached to roughness. They did not deal in mechanical versifica-

tion and conventional phrases. They wrote concerning things the thought
of which set their hearts on fire ; and thus what they wrote, even when it

wanted every other grace, had that inimitable grace which sincerity and
strong passion impart to the rudest and most homely compositions. Each
of them sought for inspiration in a noble and affecting subject, fertile of

images which had not yet been hackneyed. Liberty was the muse of Alfieri,

Religion was the muse of Cowper. The same truth is found in their lighter

pieces. They were not among those who deprecated the severity, or deulored
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:tbsence of an unreal mistress in melodious commonplaces. Instead of

lug alioiit imaginary Chloes and Sylvias, Cowper wrote of Mrs Unwin's
Kiiiiting-necdles. The only love-verses of Alfieri were addressed to one

whom he truly and passionately loved.
"

'lutte le rime amorose cite

scguono," says he, " tutte sono per essa, c ben sue, e di lei solnnicntc
;

poiche mai d altra donna per certo non cantero."

These great men were not free from alTectation. But their afTectation was

directly opposed to the alTectation which generally prevailed. FLach of them
expressed, in strong and bitter language, the contempt which he felt for the

effeminate poetasters who were in fashion both in England and in Italy.

Cowper complains tliat

" Manner is all in all, whate'er is writ,

The substitute for genius, taste, and wit."

He praised Pope ;
yet he regretted that Pope had
" Made poetry a mere mechanic art,

And ever)' warbler had his tunc by heart."

Alfieri speaks with similar scorn of the tragedies of his predecessors. " Mi
cadevano dalle mani per la languidezza, trivialita e prolissita dei modi e del

verso, senza parlare poi della snervatezza dei pensieri. Or perche mai questa

nostra di\-ina lingua, si maschia anco, ed energica, e feioce, in bocca di

Dante, dovra ella farsi cost sbiadata ed eunuca nel dialogo tragico ?
"

To men thus sick of the languid manner of their contemporaries ruggedness

seemed a venial fault, or rather a positive merit. In their hatred of mere-

tricious ornament, and of what Cowper calls "creamy smoothness," they

erred on the opposite side. Their style was too austere, their versification too

harsh. It is not easy, however, to overrate the service which they rendered

to literature. The intrinsic value of their poems is considerable. But the

example which they set of mutiny against an absurd system was invaluable.

The part which they performed was rather that of Moses than that of Joshua.

They opened the house of bondage ; but they did not enter the promised land.

Dunng the twenty years which followed the death of Cowper, the revolu-

tion in English poetn,' was fully consummated. Kone of the writers of this

period, not even Sir Walter Scott, contributed so much to the consummation

as Lord Byron. Yet Lord Byron contributed to it unwillingly, and with con-

stant self-reproach and shame. All his tastes and inclinations led iiim to take

part with the school of poetry which was going out against the school which

was coming in. Of Pope himself he spoke with extravagant admiration.

He did not venture directly to say that the little man of Twickenham was a

greater poet than Shakspeare or Milton ; but he hinted pretty clearly that

he thought so. Of his contemporaries, scarcely any had so much of his

admiration as Mr Gifford, who, considered as a poet, was merely Pope, with-

out Pope's wit and fancy, and whose satires are decidedly inferior in vigour

and poignancy to the very imperfect juvenile performance of Lord Byron

himself, he now and then praised Mr Wordsworth and Mr Coleridge, but

ungraciously and without cordiality. When he attacked them, he brought

his whole soul to the work. Of the most elaborate of Mr Wordsworth's

poems he could find nothing to say, but that it was " clumsy, and frowsy, and

his aversion." Peter Bell excited his spleen to such a degree that he evoked

the shades of Pope and Dryden.and demanded of them whether it were pos

sible that such trash could evade contempt ? In his heart he thought his own

Pilgrimage of Harold inferior to his Imitation of Horace's Art of Poetry, a

fcebie echo of Pope and Johnson. This insipid performance he repeatedly

designed to publish, and was withheld only by the .solicitations of his friends.

He has distinctly declared his approbation of the unities, the most absurd

laws by which genius was ever held in servitude In one of his works, we

think in his letter to Mr Bowles, he compares the poetry of the eighteenth
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century to the Parthenon, and that of the nineteenth to a Turkish mosque,
and boasts that, though he had assisted his contemporaries in building their

grotesque and barbarous edifice, he had never joined them in defacing the
remains of a chaster and more giaceful architecture. In another letter he
compares the change which had recently passed on English poetry to the
decay of Latin poetry after the Augustan age. In the time of Pope, he tells

his friend, it was all Horace with us. It is all Claudian now.
For the great old masters of the art he had no very enthusiastic venera-

tion. In his letter to Mr Bowles he uses expressions which clearly indicate
that he preferred Pope's Iliad to the original. Mr Moore confesses that his

friend was no very fervent admirer of Shakspeare. Of all the poets of the
first class, Lord Byron seems to have admired Dante and Milton most. Yet
in the fourth canto of Childe Harold he places Tasso, a writer, not merely
inferior to them, but of quite a different order of mind, on at least a footing

of equality with them. Mr Hunt is, we suspect, quite correct in saying that
Lord Byron could see little or no merit in Spenser.

But B>Ton the critic and Byron the poet were two very different men.
The effects of the noble writer's theory may indeed often be traced in his

practice. But his disposition led him to accommodate himself to the literary

taste of the age in which he lived ; and his talents would have enabled him
to accommotlale himself to the taste of any age. Though he said much of

his contempt for mankind, and though he boasted that amidst the incon-

stancy of fortune and of fame he was all-sufficient to himself, his literary

career indicated nothing of that lonely and unsocial pride which he affected.

We cannot conceive him, like Milton or Wordsworth, defying the criticism

of his contemporaries, retorting their scorn, and labouring on a poem in the
full assurance that it would be unpopular, and in the full assurance that it

would be immortal. He has said, by the mouth of one of his heroes, in

speaking of political greatness, that " he must serve who fain would sway ;

"

and this he assigns as a reason for not entering into political life. He did
not consider that the sway which he had exercised in literature had been pur-

chased by servitude, by the sacrifice of his own taste to the taste of the public.

He was the creature of his age ; and whenever he had lived he would have
been the creature of his age. Under Charles the First Byron would have
been more quaint than Donne. Under Charles the Second the rants of

Byron's rhyming plays would have pitted it, bo.xed it, and galleried it, with
those of any Bayes or Bilboa. Under George the First the monotonous
smoothness of Byron's versification and the terseness of his expression would
nave made Pope himself envious.

As it was, he was tlie man ^^i the last thirteen years of the eighteenth cen-

tury, and of the first twenty-three years of the nineteenth century. He
belonged half to the old, and half to the new school of poetry. His personal

taste led him to the former ; his thirst of praise to the latter ; his talents were
equally suited to both. His fame was a common ground on which the zealots

on both sides, Giffard, for example, and Shelley, might meet. He was the

representative, not of either literary party, but of both at once, and of their

conflict, and of the victory by which that conflict was terminated. His
poetry fills and measures the whole of the vast interval through which our
literature has moved since the time of Johnson. It touches the Essay on
Man at the one extremity, and the Excursion at the other.

There are several parallel instances in literary history. Voltaire, foi

examjDle, was the connecting link between the France of Louis the Four-
teenth and the P'rince of Louis the Sixteenth, between Racine and Boileau

on the one side, and Condorcet and lieaumarchais on the other. He, like

Lord H)Ton, put himself at the head of an intellectual revolution, dreading

it all the time, murmuring at it, sneering at it, yet choosing rather to move
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before his age in any direction than to be left behind and £.)rgotten. Dryden

was the connecting link between the literature oi'the age of James the Kirst,

and the literature of the age of Anne. Oromasdes and Arimanes fought

for him. Arimanes carried him oft". But his heart w'as to the last w ith

Oromasdes. Lord B\Ton was, in the same manner, the mediator between

two generations, between two hustile poetical sects. Though always sneer-

ing at Mr Wordsworth, he was yet, though perhaps unconsciously, the inter-

preter between Mr Wordsworth and the multitude. In the Lyrical Ballads

and the Exairsion Mr Wordsworth appeared as the high priest of a worship,

of which nature was the idol. No poems have ever indicated a more exquisite

perception of the beauty of the outer world, or a more passionate love and

reverence for that beauty. Yet they were not popular ; and it is not likely

that they ever will be popular as the poetr)- of Sir Walter Scott is popular.

The feeling which pervaded them was too deep for general sympathy. Their

style was often too mysterious for general comprehension. They made a few

esoteric disciples, and many scoffers. Lord Byron foimded what may be

called an exoteric Lake school ; and all the readers of verse in England, we
might say in Europe, hastened to sit at his feet. What Mr Wordsworth had

said like a recluse. Lord Byron said like a man of the world, with less pro-

found feeling, but with more perspicuity, energy, and conciseness. We
would refer our readers to the last two cantos of Childe Harold and to

Manfred, in proof of these obserwitions.

Lord Byron, like Mr Wordsworth, had nothing dramatic in his genius.

He was indeed the reverse of a great dramatist, the verj- antithe.-is to a great

dramatist. All his characters, Harold looking on the sky, from which his

country and the sun are disappearing together, the Giaour, standing apart

in the gloom of the side aisle, and casting a hagt^ard scowl from under his

long hood at the crucifix and the censer, Conrad leaning on his sword by the

watchtower, Lara smiling on the dancers. Alp gazing steadily on the fatal

cloud as it passes before the moon, Manfred wandering among the precipices

of Berne, Azzo on the judgment-seat, Ugo at the bar, Lambro frowning on

the siesta of his daughter and Juan, Cain presenting his unacceptable offering,

are essentially the same. The varieties are varieties merely of age, situation,

and outward show. If ever Lord BvTon attempted to exhibit men of a dif-

ferent kind, he always made them either insipid or unnatural. Selim is no-

thing. Bonnivart is nothing. Don Juan, in the first and best cantos, is a

feeble copy of the Page in the Marriage of Figaro. Johnson, the man whom
Juan meets in the slave-market, is a most striking failure. How differently

would Sir Walter Scott have drawn a bluff, feariess Englishman, in such a

situation ! The portrait would have seemed to walk out of the canvass.

Sardanapalus is more coarsely drawn than any dramatic personage that we
can remember. His heroism and his effeminacy, his contempt of death and

his dread of a weighty helmet, his kingly resolution to be seen in the fore-

most ranks, and the anxiety with which he calls for a looking-glass, that he

may be seen to advantage, are contrasted, it is true, with all the point of

Juvenal. Indeed, the hint of the character seems to have been taken from

what Juvenal says of Otho :

" Speculum civilis sarcina belli.

Nimirum sumini duels est occidere Galbam,
Et curare cutem summi constantia civis,

Bedriaci in campo spolium affcctare ralati,

Et pressum in t'aciem digitis extendere panem."

These are excellent lines in a satire. But it is not the business of the dra-

matist to exhibit characters in this sharp antithetical way. It is not thus that

Shaksneare makes Prince Hal ri<e from the rake of Kastcheap into the hero

of Shrewsbur}', and sink pgain into the rake of Eastcheap. It is not thus that
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Shakspeare has exhibited the union of effeminacy and valour in Antony, A
dramatist cannot commit a greater error than that of following those pointed
descriptions of character in which satirists and historians indulge so much.
It is by rejecting what is natural that satirists and historians produce these
striking characters. Their great object generally is to ascribe to every man
as many contradictory qualities as possible : and this is an object easily at-

tained. By judicious selection and judicious exaggeration, the intellect and
the disposition of any human being might be described as being made up of

nothing but startling contrasts. If the dramatist attempts to create a being
answering to one of these descriptions, he fails, because he reverses an im-
])erfect analytical process. He produces, not a man, but a personified epigram.
Very eminent writers have fallen into this snare. Ben Jonson has given us
a Ilermogenes, taken from the lively lines of Horace ; but the inconsistency
which is so amusing in the satire appears unnatural and disgusts us in the
play. Sir Walter Scott has committed a far more glaring error of the same
kind in the novel of Peveril. Admiring, as every judicious reader must ad-
mire, the keen and vigorous lines in which Dryden satirised the Duke of

Buckingham, Sir Walter attempted to make a Duke of Buckingham, to suit

them, a real living Zimri ; and he made, not a man, but the most grotesque
of all monsters. A writer who should attempt to introduce into a play or a
novel such a Wharton as the Wharton of Pope, or a Lord Hervey answer-
ing to Sponis, would fail in the same manner.

But to return to Lord Byron ; his women, like his men, are all of one
breed. Haidee is a half-savage and girlish Julia ; Julia is a civilised and
matronly Haidee. Leila is a wedded Zuleika, Zuleika a virgin Leila. Gulnare
and Medora appear to have been intentionally opposed to each other. Yet the

difference is a difference of situation only. A slight change of circumstances

would, it should seem, have sent Gulnare to the lute of Medora, and armed
Medora with the dagger of Gulnare.

It is hardly too much to say, that Lord Byron could exhibit onlyone man and
only one woman, a man proud, moody, cynical, with defiance on his brow, and
misery in his heart, a scorner of his kind, implacable in revenge, yet capable of

deep and strong affection : a woman all softness and gentleness, loving to caress

and to be caressed, but capable of being transfonned by passion into a tigress.

Even the.se two characters, his only two characters, he could not exhibit

dramatically. He exhibited them in the manner, not of Shakspeare, but of

Clarendon. He analysed them ; he made them analyse themselves ; but he
did not make them show themselves. We are told, for example, in many
lines of great force and spirit, that the speech of Lara was bitterly sarcastic,

that he talked little of his travels, that if he was much questioned about them,
his answers became short, and his brow gloomy. But we have none of Lara's

sarcastic speeches or short answers. It is not thus that the great masters of

human nature have portrayed human beings. Homer never tells us that

Nestor loved to relate long stories about his youth. Shakspeare never tells

us that in the mind of lago every thing that is beautiful and endearing was
associated with some filthy and debasing idea.

It is curious to observe the tendency which the dialogue of Lord Byron
always has to lose its character of a dialogue, and to become soliloquy. The
scenes between Manfred and the Chamois-hunter, between Manfred and the

Witch of the Alps, between Manfred and the Abbot, are instances of this

tendency. Manfred, after a few unimportant speeches, has all the talk to

himself. The other interlocutors are nothing more than good listeners. They
drop an occasional question or ejaculation which sets Manfred off again on the

inexhaustible topic of his personal feelings. If we examine the fine passages

in Lord Byron's dramas, the description of Rome, for example, in Manfred,

the description of a VenetJap revel in Marino Faliero, the concluding invec-
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live which the old doge pronounces against Venice, we shall tind that there

is nothing dramatic in these speeches, tliat they derive none t)f their effect

from the character or situation of the speaker, and that they would have been

as fine, or finer, if they had been publisiied as fragments of blank verse by

Lord Hyron. There is scarcely a speech in Shakspeare of which the same
could be said. No skilful reader of the plays of .Shakspeare can endure to

see what are called the fine things taken out, under the name of " Beauties
"

or of " Elegant Extracts," or to hear any single passage, " To be or not to

be," for example, quoted as a sample of the great jioct. "To be or not to

be " has merit undoubtedly as a composition. It wouKl have merit if put mto
the mouth of a chorus. But its merit as a composition vanishes when com-

pared with its merit as belonging to Hamlet. It is not too much to say that

the great plays of Shakspeare would lose less by being deprived of all the

passages which are commonly called the fine passages, than those passages

Jose by being read separately from the play. This is perhaps the highest

praise which can be given to a dramatist.

On the other hand, it may V>e doubted whether there is, in all Lord Byron's

plays, a single remarkable passage which owes any portion of its interest or

effect to its connection with the characters or the action. He has written

only one scene, as far as we can recollect, which is dramatic even in man
ner, the scene between Lucifer and Cain. The conference is animated, and

each of the interlocutors has a fair share of it. But this scene, when ex-

amined, will be found to be a confirmation of our remarks. It is a dialogue

only in torm. It is a soliloquy in essence. It is in reality a debate carried

on within one single unquiet and sceptical mind. The questions and the

answers, the objections and the solutions, all belong to the same character.

AwTiterwho showed so little dramatic skill in works professedly dramatic

was not likely to write narrative with dramatic effect. Nothing could in-

deed be more rude and careless than the structure of his narrative poems.

He seems to have thought, with the hero of the Rehearsal, that the plot

was good for nothing but to bring in fine things. His two longest works,

Childe Harold and Don Juan, have no plan whatever. Either of them
might have been extended to any length, or cut short at any point. The
state in which the Giaour appears illustrates the manner in w hich all Byron's

poems were constructed. They are all, like the Giaour, collections of frag-

ments ; and, though there may be no empty spaces marked by asterisks, it

is still easy to perceive, by the clumsiness of the joining, where the parts for

the sake of which the whole was composed end and begin.

It was in descrij)tion and meditation that Byron excelled. " Descrip-

tion," as he said in Don Juan, "was his forte." His manner is indeed

peculiar, and is almost unequalled ; rapid, sketchy, full of vigour ; the selec-

tion happy ; the strokes few and bold. In ;pite of the reverence which we
feel for the genius of Mr Wordsworth, we cannot but think that the minute-
ness of his descriptions often diminishes their effect. He has accustomed
himself to gaze on nature with the eye of a lover, to dwell on every feature,

anJ to mark every change of aspect. Those beauties which strike the most
negligent observer, and those which only a close attention discovers, are

equally familiar to him and are equally prominent in his poetry. The pro-

verb of old Hesiod, that half is often more than the whole, is eminently

ajiplicable to description. The policy of the Dutch, who cut down most of

the precious trees in the Spice Islands, in order to raise the value of wliat

remained, was a policy which poets would do well to imitate. It was a

policy which no poet understood better than Lord Byron. Whatever his

faults might be, he was never, while his mind retained its vigour, accused
of prolixity.

ills descriptions, great as was their intrinsic merit, derived their principal

y
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interest from che feeling which always mingled with them. He was himself

the beginning, the middle, and the end, of all his own poetry, the hero of

ever)' tale, the chief object in every landscape. Harold, Lara, Manfred, and
a crowd of other characters, were universally considered merely as loose in-

cognitos of Byron ; and there is every reason to believe that he meant them
to be so considered. The wonders of the outer world, the Tagus, with the

mighty fleets of England riding on its bosom, the towers of Cintra over-

hanging the shaggy forest of cork-trees and willows, the glaring marble of

Pentelicus, the banks of the Rhine, the glaciers of Clarens, the sweet lake of

Leman, the dell of Egeria with its summer-birds and rustling lizards, the

shapeless ruins of Rome overgrown with ivy and wall-flowers, the stars, the

sea, the mountains, all were mere accessaries, the background to one dark
and melancholy figure.

Never had any writer so vast a command of the whole eloquence of scorn,

misanthropy and despair. That Marah was never dry. No art could,

sweeten, no draughts could exhaust, its perennial waters of bitterness. Never
was there such variety in monotony as that of Byron. From maniaclaugh-
ter to piercing lamentation, there was not a single note of human anguish of

which he was not master. Year after year, and month after month, he con-

tinued to repeat that to be wretched is the destiny of all ; that ^o be eminently
wretched is the destiny of the eminent ; that all the desires by which we are

cur-sed lead alike to misery, if they are not gratified, to the misery of disap-

pointment, if they are gratified, to the misery of satiety. His heroes are

men who have arrived by different roads at the same goal of despair, who
are sick of life, who are at war with society, who are supported in their

anguish only by an unconquerable pride resembling that of Prometheus on
the rock or of Satan in the burning marl, who can master their agonies by
the force of their will, and who, to the last, defy the whole power of earth

and heaven. He always described himself as a man of the same kind with

his favourite creations, as a man whose heart had been withered, whose capa-

city for happiness was gone and could not be restored, but whose invincible

spirit dared the worst that could befall him here or hereafter.

How much of this morbid feeling sprang from an original disease of the

mind, how much from real misfortune, how much from the nervousness of

dissipation, how much was fanciful, how much was merely affected, it is im-

possible for us, and would probably have been impossible for the most inti^

mate friends of Lord Byron, to decide. Wliether there ever existed, or can

ever exist, a person answering to the description which he gave of himself,

may be doubted : but that he was not such a person is beyond all doubt.

It is ridiculous to imagine that a man whose mind was really imbued with

scorn of his fellow-creatures would have published three or four books every

year in order to tell them so ; or that a man who could say with tniili that

he neither sought sympathy nor needed it would have admitted all Europe
to hear his farewell to his wife, and his blessings on his child. Li the second
canto of Childe Harold, he tells us that he is insensible to fame and obloquy :

" 111 rnav such contest now the spirit move,
Which heeds nor keen reproof nor partial praise."

Yet we know on the best evidence that, a day or two before he published

these lines, he was greatly, indeed childishly, elated by the compliments paid

to his maiilen sjieech in the House of Lords.

We are far, however, from thinking that his sadness was altogether feigned.

He was naturally a man of great sensibility ; he had been ill educated ; his

feelings had been early exposed to sharp trials ; he had been crossed in his

boyish love ; he had been mortified by the failure of his first literary eff'orts
;

he was straitened in pecuniary circumstances; he was unfortunate in his

domestic relations ; the jniblic treated him with cruel injustice; his health and
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spirits suffered from his dissipated habits of life ; he wa-, oii the whole, an
unhappy man. He early discovered that, by parading his unhappiness be-
fore the multitude, he produced an immense sensation. The world gave
him every encouragement to talk about iiis mental sufferings. The interest

which his first confessions excited induced him to affect much that he did
not feel ; and the affectation probably reacted on his feelings. How far the
character in ch he exhibited himself was genuine, and how far theatrical,

it woul probably have puzzled himself to say.

There can be no doubt that this remarkable man owed the vast influence

which he exercised over his contemporaries at least as much to his gloomy
egotism as to the real power of his poetry. We never could very clearly

understand how it is that egotism, so unpopular in conversation, should be
so popular in writing ; or how it is that men who affect m their compositions
qualities and feelings which they have not impose so much more easily on
their contemporaries than on posterity. The interest which the loves of

IV'trarch excited in his own time, and the pitying fondness with which half

Europe looked upon Rousseau, are well known. To readers of our age, the

love of reirarch seems to have been love of that kind which breaks no hearts,

and the sufferings of Rousseau to have deserved laughter rather than pity,

to have been partly counterfeited, and partly the consequences of his own
perverseness and vanity.

What our gramlchiUiren may think of the character of Lord Byron, as ex-

lubited in his poetry, we will not pretend to guess. It is certain, that the

interest which he excited during his life is without a parallel in literary his-

tory. The feeling with which young readers of poetry regarded him can be
conceived only by those who have experienced it. To people who are un-
acquainted with re:tl calamity, " nothing is .so dainty sweet as lovely melan-
choly. " This fai;u image of sorrow has in all ages been considered by young
gentlemen as an agreeable excitement. Old gentlemen and middle-aged
gentlemen have .so many real causes of sadness that they are rarely inclined
" to be as sad as night only for wantonness." Indeed they want the power
almost as much as the inclination. We know very few persons enL;aged in

active life who, even if they were to procure stools to be melraichuly upon,
and were to sit down with all the premeditation of Master Stephen, would
be able to enjoy much of what somebody calls the ' ecstasy of woe."
Among that large class of young persons w hose reading is almost entirely

confined to works of imagination, the popularity of Lord Byron was un-
bounded. They bought pictures of him ; they treasured up the smallest
relics of him ; they learned his poems by heart, and did their best to write

"

like him, and to look like him. Many of tiiem practised at the glass ni ihe
hope of catching the curl of the upper lip, and the scow 1 of the brow, w liich

.ippear in some of his portraits. A few discarded their neckcloths in imita-
tation of their great leader. For some years the Minerva press sent forth no
novel without a mysterious, unhappy, Lara-like peer. The number of hope-
ful under-graduaies and medical students who became things of dark imagm-
ings, on whom the freshness of the heart ceased to fall like dew, whose pas-
sions had consumed themselves to dust, "and to whom the relief of tears was
denied, passes all calculation. This was not the worst. There was created
in the minds of many of these enthusiasts a pemicioius and ab.surd assiociation
l>etween intellectual power and moral depravity. From the poetry of Lord
Byron they drew a system of ethics, compounded of misanthropy and volup-
tuousness, a system in which the two great commandments were, to hate
your neighbour, and to love your neighbour's wife.

This affectation hxs passed away : and a few more years will destroy what-
ever yet remains of that magical potency which ome Iielonged to the name
of Byron. To us he is still a man, young, noble, and unhappy. To our
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children he will be merely a writer ; and their impartial judgment will ap-

point his place among writers, without regard to his rank or to his private

history. That his poetry will undergo a severe sifting, that much of what
has been admired by his contemporaries will be rejected as worthless, we have
little doubt. But we have as little doubt that, after the closest scrutiny, there

will still remain much that can only perish with the English language.

SAMUEL JOHNSON. (September, 1831.)

The Life ofSamuel yohnson, LL.D. hichuiinga younialof a Tour to the Hebrides,

by James Boswelt, Esq. A new Eiiition, with numerous Additions and Notes. By
John Wilson Crokek, LL.D. F.R.S. Five volumes 8vo. London: 1831.

This work has greatly disappointed us. Whatever faults we may have been

prepared to find in it, we fully expected that it would be a valuable addition

to English literature ; that it would contain many curious facts, and many
judicious remarks ; that the style of the notes would be neat, clear, arvd pre-

cise ; and that the typographical execution would be, as in new editions of

classical works it ought to be, almost faultless. We are sorry to be obliged

to say that the merits of Mr Croker's performance are on a par with those

of a certain leg of mutton on which Dr Johnson dined, while travelling from
London to Oxford, and which he, with characteristic energy, pronounced to

he " as bad as bad could be ; ill fed, ill killed, ill kept, and ill dressed." This

edition is ill compiled, ill arranged, ill written, and ill printed.

Nothing in the work has astonished us so much as the ignorance or care-

lessness, of Mr Cioker with respect to facts and dales. Many of his blunders

are such as we should be surprised to hear any well-educated gentleman com-

mit, even in conversation. The notes absolutely swarm with misstatements

into which the editor never would have fallen, if he had taken the slightest

])ains to investigate the truth of his assertions, or if he had even been well

acquainted wi'h ilie book on which he undertook to comment. W^e will give

a few instances.

Mr (.'rokcr tells us in a note that Demck, who was master of the cere-

iiionies at Bath, died very poor in 1760.* We read on ; and, a few pages
later, we find Dr Johnson and Boswell talking of this same Derrick as still

living and reigning, as having retrieved his character, as possessing so much
power over his subjects at Bath, that his opposition might be fatal to Sheri-

dan's lectures on oratory. f And all this is in 1763. The fact is, that Derrick
died in 1769.

In one note we read, that Sir Herbert Croft, the author of that pompous
and foolish account of Young, which appears among the Lives of the Poets,

died in 1805.
:J:

Another note in the same volume states, that this same Sir
Herbert Croft died at Paris, after residing abroad for fifteen years, on the
27th of April, i8i6.§

Mr Croker informs us, that Sir William Forbes of Pitsligo, the author of

the Life of Beattie, died in i8i6.|l A Sir William Forbes undoubtedly died
in that year, but not the Sir William Forbes in question, whose death took
place in 1806. It is notorious indeed, that the biographer of Beattie lived

just long enough to complete the histoiy of his friend. Eight or nine years

l)efore the date which Mr Croker has assigned for Sir William's death, .Sir

Walter Scott lamented that event in the introduction to the fourth canto of

Marmion. Every school-girl knows the lines :

" Scarce had lamented Forbes paid
The tribute to his Minstrel's shade ;

The ule of friendship scarce was told,

Ere the narrator's heart was cold :

Far may we search before we hnd
A heart so manly and so kind I

"

*I. 394- t I. 404 I IV. 321, § IV. 428. II 11. 262.
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In one place we are toKl, that Allan Ramsay, the jiaintcr, was Ivim \\\

1709, and died in 17S4;* in another, that he died in 17S4, in the seventy-
lirst year of his age.t

In one place, Mr Croker says, that at the commencement of the intimacy
between Dr Johnson and Mre Thrale, in 1765, the lady was twenty-five vears
oV\.X In other places he says, that Mrs Thrale's thirty-fifih year coincided
with Johnson's seventieth. § Johnson was bom in 1709. If, therefore, Mrs
Thrale's thirty-hfih year coincided with Johnson's seventieth, she could have
been only twenty -one years old in 1765. This is not all. Mr Croker, in an-
other place, assigns the year 1777 as the date of the coniplimentarv- lines

which Johnson made on Mrs Thrale's thirty-fifth birth-day.
Ii If this dale be

correct, Mrs Thrale must iiave been bom in 1742, and coidd have been only
twenty-three when her acquaintance with Johnson commenced. Mr Croker
therefore gives us three clitTerenl statements xs to her age. Two of the thret
must be incorrect. We will not decide between them ; we will only say.

that the reasons which Mr Croker gives for thinking that Mrs Thrale was
exactly thirty-five years old when Johnson was seventy, appear to us utterly
frivolous.

Again, Mr Croker informs his readers that "Lord Mansfield sur\ived
Johnson full ten years. "Ii Lord Mansfield survived Dr Johnson just eight
years and a quarter.

Johnson found in the library of a French lady, whom he visited during his

short \'isit to Paris, some works which he regarded with great disdain. " I

looked," says he, "into the books in the lady's closet, and, in contempt,
showed them to Mr Thrale. Prince Titi, Bibiirjth^que des Fees, and other
books."** " The Histoi>'of Prince Titi," obsei-ves Mr Croker, " was said to
be the autobiograpliy of Frederick Prince of Wales, but wa.s probalily written
by Ralph his secretary. " A more absurd note never was penned. Tlie his-

tory of Prince Titi, tc which Mr Croker refers, whether written by Prince
Frederick or by Ralph, was certainly never published. If Mr Croker had
taken the trouble to read with attention that very passage in Park's Royal and
Noble Authors which he cites as his authority, he would have seen that the
manuscript was given up to the govemnient. Even if this memoir had been
printed, it is nut very likely to find its way into a French lady's bookcase.
And would any man in his senses speak contemptuously of a French ladv, for
having in her possession an English work, so curious and interesting as a Life
of Prince Frederick, whether written by himself or by a confidential secretary,
must have been? The history at which Jolmson laughed was a veiy proper
comyianion to the Bibliothbque des Fees, a fair>' tale about good Prince Titi
and naugiity Prince Violent. Mr Croker may find it in the Magasin des
Enfans, the first French book which the little girls of England read to their
governesses.

Mr Croker states that Mr Henry Bate, who aftenvards assumed the name
of Dudley, was proprietor of the Morning Herald, and fought a duel with
George Robinson Sioney, in consequence of some attacks on Lady Strathmore
which appeare<l in that paper, ft Now Mr Bate was then connected, not with
the Morning Herald, but with the Morning Post ; .ind the dispute took place
Ijefore the Moming Herald was in e.xislence. The duel was fought m January,
1777. The Chronicle of the .Xnnual Register for that year contains an account
i>f the transaction, and distinctly states that Mr Bate was editor of the .Morning
I'o(«t. The Moming Herald, as any person may see by looking at any number
of it, was not established till some years after this affair. For this blunder
there i.s, we must acknowledge, some excuse ; for it certainly seems almost
incredible to a person living in our time that any human beinn should ever
have stooped to fiRhl with a writer in the Moming Post.

r'Y. •^'S- t V. 281. t 1.5,0. 1 IV. 271 ,2.
I III 463. ^ u. .»t. •• in. 271. ft V. ,^'
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"James de Duglas," says Mr Croker, "was requested by King Robert
Bruce, in his last liours, to repair with his heart to Jerusalem, and humbly to

deposit it at the sepulchre of our Lord, which he did in 1329."* Now, it is

well known that he did no such tiling, and for a very sufficient reason, because
he was killed by the way. Nor was it in 1 329 that he set out. Robert Bruce
died in 1329, and the expedition of Douglas took place in the following year,
" Quand le priiitems vint et la saison," says Froissart, in June, 1330, says

Lord Hailes, whom Mr Croker cites as the authority for his statement.

Mr Croker tells us that the great Marquis of Montrose was beheaded at

Edinburgh in i65o.f There is not a forward boy at any school in England
who does not know that the marquis was hanged. The account of the execu-

tion is one of the finest passages in Lord Clarendon's History. We can
scarcely suppose that Mr Croker has never read that passag-e ; and yet we can
scarcely suppose that any person who has ever perused so noble and pathetic

a story can have utterly forgotten all its most striking circumstances.

"Lord Townshend," says Mr Croker, "was not secretary of state till

1 720. "J Can Mr Croker possibly be ignorant that Lord Townshend was
made secretary of state at the accession of George I. in 17 14, that he continued

to be secretary of state till he was displaced by the intrigues of Sunderland
and Stanhope at the close of 17 16, and that he returned to the office of secre-

tary of state, not in 1720, but in 1721 ?

Mr Croker, indeed, is generally unfortunate in his statements respecting

the Townshend family. He tells us that Charles Townshend, the chancellor

of the exchequer, was " nephew of the prime minister, and son of a peer who
was secretary of state, and leader of the House of Lords. "§ Charles Towns-
hend was not nephew, but grand-nephew, of the Duke of Newcastle, not son,

but grandson, of the Lord Townshend who was secretary of state, and leader

of the House of Lords.
" General Burgoyne surrendered at Saratoga," says Mr Croker, "in March,

1778. "II General Burgoyne surrendered on the 17th of October, 1777.
" Nothing," says Mr Croker, " can be more unfounded than the assertion

that Byng fell a martyr to political party. By a strange coincidence of circum-

stances, it happened that there was a total change of administration between
his condemnation and his death: so that one party presided at his trial, and
another at his execution: there can be no stronger proof that he was not a
political martyr. "1! Now what will our readers think of this writer, when we
assure them that this statement, so confidently made respecting events so

notorious, is absolutely untrue? One and the same administration was in

office when the court-martial on Byng commenced its sittings, through the

whole trial, at the condemnation, and at the execution. In the month -of

November, 1 756, the Duke of Newcastle and Lord Hardwicke resigned ; the

Duke of Devonshire became first lord of the treasury, and IMr Pitt, .secretary

of state. This administration lasted till the month of April, 1757. Byng's
court-martial began to sit on the 28th of December, 1756. He was shot on
the 14th of March, 1757. There is something at once diverting and pro-

voking in the cool and authoritative manner in which Mr Croker makes these

random assertions. We do not suspect him of intentionally falsifying histoiy.

But of this high literary misdemeanour we do without hesitation accuse him,

that he has no adequate sense of the obligation which a writer, who professes

to relate facts, owes to the public. We accuse him of a negligence and an
ignorance analogous to that crassa tuxli_^entia and that crassa ignoraftfia, on
which the law animadverts in magistrates and surgeons, even when malice

and corruption are not imputed. We accuse him of having undertaken a

work which, if not performed with strict accuracy, must l>e very much worse
than useless, and of having performed it as if the difference between on accu-

' IV. 29. » II. 526. { III. 52. « III. 368. I! IV. 222. ^ J 298.
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rate and an inaccurate statement was not worth the trouble of looking into

the most common booK of reference.

But we must proceed. These volumes contain mistakes more pross, if pos-

sible, than any that we have yet mentioned. Hoswell has recorded some
ob.servations made by Johnson on the changes which had taken place in

Gibbon's religious opinions. That Gibbon when a lad at Oxford turned

Catholic is well known. "' It is said," cried Johnson, laughing, " tliat he

has been a Mahommedan." "This sarcasm,' says the editor, " pro])ab!y

alludes to the tenderness with which Gibbon's malevolence to Christianity

induced him to treat Mahommedani.sm in his history." Now the sarcasm

was uttered in 1776 ; and that part of the Hi.story of the Decline and Fall of

the Roman Empire which relates to Mahommedanism was not published till

1788, twelve years after the date of this conversation, and near four years

after the death of Johnson.*
" It was in the year 1761," says Mr Croker, "that Goldsmith published

his Vicar of Wakefield. This leads the editor to observe a more serious in-

accuracy of Mrs Piozzi, than Mr Boswell notices, when he says Johnson left

her table to go and sell the Vicar of Wakefield for Goldsmith. Now Dr
lohn.son was not acquainted with the Thrales till 1765, four years after the

book had been published, "f Mr Croker, in reprehending the fancied in-

accuracy of Mrs Thrale, has himself shown a degree of inaccuracy, or, to speak

more properly, a degree of ignorance, hardly credible. In the first place,

Johnson became acqininted with the Thrales, nut in 1765, but in 1764, and
during the last weeks of 1764 dined vviih them every Thursday, as is written

in Mrs Piozzi's anecdotes. In the second place, Goldsmith published the

Vicar of Wakefield, not in 1 761, hut in 1766. Mrs Thrale does not pretend

to remember the precise date of the summons wliich called Johnson from
her table to the help of his friend. She says only that it was near the be-

ginning of her acquaintance with Johnson, and certainly not later than 1 766.

Her accuracy is therefore couiilctely vindicated. It was probably after one
of her Thursday dinners in 1 764 that the celebrated scene of the landlady,

the sheriff's officer, and the bottle of Madeira, took place.*

The very page which contains this monstrous blunder, contains another

blunder, if possible, more monstrous still. Sir Joseph Mawbey, a fooHsh

member of Parliament, at whose speeches and whose pigstyes the wits of

Brookes's were, fifty years ago, in the habit of laughing most unmercifully,

stated, on the authority of Garrick, that Johnson, while sitting in a coffee-

house at Oxford, about the time of his doctor's degree, used some contemp-
tuous expressions respecting Home's play and Macpherson's C>ssian. " Many
men," he said, "many women, and many children, might have written

• A defence of this blunder was attempted. That the celebrated chapters in which
G'bbon h.is triced the progress of M.ihommtdanism were not written in 1776 could not
be denied. But it was confi.iently asserted that his partiality to M.ihomraedanisrii ap-
peared in his first volume. This asse-tion is untrue. No passage which can by ;iny art

be construed into the faintest indic.uion of the faintest partiality for Mahommedanism
has ever been quoted or ever will be <)uoted from the first volume of the History of the
Oeclin- and F.1II of the Roman Empire.
To what then, it has been asked, could Johnson allude? Possibly to some anecdote or

some convers.ition of which all trace is lost. One conjecture may be offered, though with
diffidence. Gibbon tells us in his memoirs, that at Oxford he took a fancy for smdying
Arabic, and was prev'.-nted from doing so by the remonstrances of his tutor. Soon after
this, ihe young man fell in with Bossuct's controversial writings, and was speeiiily con-
vr;rted by them to th . Roman C.iih.>lic faith. The apostasy ofa gentleman commoner would
'f cours-: be for a time the chiei subject of conversation in th« common room '•{ Magda-
lene. Hi< whim about Arabic learning would naturally be mentioned, and won d give
occa-Mo.. ;o s..me jokes about the probability of his turning Mussulman. If such jokes
were made, Johnson, who frequently vi.sited Oxford, was very likely to hear of them

t V. 400.

t This paragraph has been altered : and a slight inaccuracy, unmaterial to the argu-
ment, has been removed.
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Douglas." Mr Croker conceives that he has detected an inaccuracy, and
glories over poor Sir Joseph in a most characteristic manner. " I havt
quoted this anecdote solely with the view of showing to how little credit hear-

say anecdotes are in general entitled. Here is a story published by Sir Joseph
Mawbey, a member of the House of Commons, and a person every way
worthy of credit, who says he had it from Garrick. Now mark : Johnson's
visit to Oxford, about the time of his doctor's degree, was in 1754, the first

time he had been there since he left the university. But Douglas was not
acted till 1756, and Ossian not published till 1760. All, therefore, that is

new in Sir Joseph Mawbey's story is false."* Assuredly we need not go
far to find ample proof that a member of the House of Commons may com-
mit a veiy gross error. Now mark, say we, in the language of Mr Croker.
The fact is, that Johnson took his Master's degree in 1754,+ and his Doctor's

degree in 1775. J In the spring of 1776,!; he paid a visit to Oxford, and at

this visit a conversation respecting the works of Home and Macpherson might
have taken place, and, in all probability, did take place. The only real ob-

jection to the story Mr Croker has missed. Boswell states, apparently on the

best authority, that as early at least as the year 1763, Johnson, in conversa-

tion with Blair, used the same expressions respecting Ossian, which Sir

Joseph represents him as having used respecting Douglas. || Sir Joseph,
or Garrick, confounded, we suspect, the two stories. But their error is

venial, compared with that of Mr Croker.

We will not multiply instances of this scandalous inaccuracy. It is clear

that a writer who, even when warned by the text on which he is commenting,
falls into, such mistakes as these, is entitled to no confidence whatever. Mr
Croker has committed an error of five years with respect to the publication

of Goldsmith's novel, an error of twelve years with respect to the publication

of part of Gibbon's History, an error of twenty-one years with respect to an
event in Johnson's life so important as the taking of the doctoral degree.

Two of these three errors he has committed, while ostentatiously displaying

his own accuracy, and correcting what he represents as the loose assertions

of others. How can his readers take on trast his statements concerning the

births, marriages, divorces, and deaths of a crowd of people, whose names
are scarcely known to this generation ? It is not likely that a person who
is ignorant of what almost every body knows can know that of which almost

every body is ignorant. We did not open this book with any wish to find

blemishes in it. We have made no curious researches. The work itself,

and a very common knowledge of literary and political history, have enabled
us to detect the mistakes which we have pointed out, and many other mis-

takes of the same kind. We must say, and we say it with regret, that we
do not consider the authority of Mr Croker, unsupported by other evidence,

as sufficient to justify any writer who may follow him in relating a single

anecdote or in assigning a date to a single event.

Mr Croker shows almost as much ignorance and heedlessness in his cri-

ticisms as in his statements concerning facts. Dr Johnson said, very reason-

ably as it appears to us, that some of the satires of Juvenal are too gross for

imitation. Mr Croker, who, by the way, is angry with Johnson for defend-

ing Prior's tales against the charge of indecency, resents this aspersion on
Juvenal, and indeed refuses to believe that the doctor can have said anything

so absurd. " He probably said—some passages of them—for there are none
of Juvenal's satires to which the same ol)jection may be made as to one of

Horace's, that it is altogether gxo^s and licentious. "U Surely Mr Croker can

never have read the second and ninth satires of Juvenal.

Indeed the decisions of this editor on points of classical learning, though
pronounced in a veiy authoritative tone, are generally such that, if a school-

boy under our care were to utter them, our soul assuredly should not spare

• V 400- t I. 262. X HI. 205. § III. 3?6. 5\ I. 405. 1 1. 167.
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for his crj'ing. It is no disgrace to a pentleman who hxs been engaged

during near thirty years in pohtical Hfe that he has forgotten his Clreeii and

Latin. But he becomes justly ridiculous if, when no longer able to construe

a plain sentence, he affects to sit in judgment on the most delicate questions

of style and metre. From one blunder, a blunder which no good scholar

would have made. Mr Croker was saved, as he infonns us, by Sir Robert

Peel, who quoted a passage exactly in point from Horace. We heartily

wish that Sir Robert, whose classical attainments are well known, had been

more frequently consulted. Unhappily he was not always at his friend's

elbow ; and we have therefore a rich abundance of the strangest errors.

Boswell has preserved a poor epigram by Johnson, inscribed " Ad Lauram
parituram." Mr Croker censures the poet for applying the word puella to

a ladv in Laura's situation, and for talking of the beauty of Lucina. " Lu-

cina." he says, "was never famed for her beauty."* If Sir Robert Peel

had seen this note, he probably would have again refuted Mr Croker's criti-

cisms bv an appeal to Horace. In the secular ode, Lucina is used as one

of the names of Diana, and the beauty of Diana is extolled by all the most

orthodox doctors of the ancient mythology, from Homer in his Odyssey, to

Claudian in his Rape of Proserpine. In another ode, Horace describse

Diana as the goddess who assists the "laborantes utero puellas." But we
are ashamed to detain our readers with this fourth-form learning.

Boswell found, in his tour to the Hebrides, an inscription written by a

Scotch minister. It nms thus : "Joannes Macleod, &c., gentis sua; Phil-

archus, &c., Flone Macdonald matrimoniali vinculo conjugatus turrem lianc

Beganodunensem pro3evorum habitaculum longe vetustissimum, diu penitus

labefactatam, annojerae N-ulgaris mdcl.xxxvi. instauravit."
—"The minister,"

says Mr Croker, "seems to have been no contemptible Latinist. Is not

Philarchus a very happy term to express the paternal and kindly authority

of the head of a clan?" t The composition of this eminent Latinist, short

as it is, contains several words that are just as much Coptic as Latin, to say

nothing of the incorrect structure of the sentence. The word Philarchus,

even if it were a happy tenn expressing a paternal and kmdly authority,

would prove nothing for the minister's Latin, whatever it might prove for

his Greek. But it is clear that the word I'hilarchus means, not a man who
rules by love, but a man who loves rule. The Attic writers of the best age

use the word ^rVap^oy in the sense which we assign to it. Would Mr
Croker translate <pi\6ffo<()oi, a man who acquires wisdom by means of love,

OT <pi\oK€pSr)s, a man who makes money by means of love? In fact, it

requires no Bentley or Casaubon to perceive, that Philarchus is merely a false

spelling for Phylarchus, the chief of a tribe.

Mr Croker has favoured us with some Greek of his own. "At the altar,"

says Dr Johnson, "I recommended my 6 <f>." "These letters," says the

editor, "(which Dr Strahan seems not to have understood) probably mean
ByTjroi 0iXoi, defartedfriend!. " + Johnson was not a first-rate Greek scholar

;

but he knew more Greek than most boys when they leave scliool ; and no

schoolboy could venture to use the word dv-tp-oi in the sense which Mr
Croker ascribes to it without imminent danger of a flogging.

Mr Croker has also given us a specimen of his skill in translating Latin.

Johnson wrote a note in which he consulted his friend, Dr Lawrence, on the

• I. 133. t II. 458.

X IV. 251. An attempt was made to vindicate this blunder by quoting a gros-sly corrupt

pa<»age from the IrfrtSet nf Kuripides :

/Sa^i KoX oMriaaov yovdruv, fxt x*'P* Pa\ouffa,

ritcwv T( 0»aTu;v KOtd^ai S^/xai.

The true readine. ;.s every scholar knows, is, riicvutv TfOvfUTWu KOfiiffai i^ftat.

Indeed without ihi.-. emcndasion it would not be easy to construe the words, even il

"yoTiii' roi'ld Se;«r 'he ineaiutu which Mr CroVcr assigns to it
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propriety of losing some blood. The note contains these words :
—"Si per

te licet, imperatur nuncio Ilolderum ad me deducere." Johnson should
rather have written " imperatum est." But the meaning of the words is

perfectly clear. " If you say yes, the messenger, has orders to bring Holder
to me." Mr Croker translates the words as follows : "If you consent, pray
tell the messenger to bring Holder to me."* If Mr Croker is resolved to

write on points of classical learning, we would advise him to begin by giving

an hour every morning to our old friend Corderius.

Indeed we cannot open any volume of this work in any place, and turn

it over for two minutes in any direction, without lighting on a blunder.

Johnson, in his Life of Tickell, stated that a poem entitled the Royal Pro-
gress, which appears in the last volume of the Spectator, was written on the

accession of George I. The word "arrival" was afterwards substituted for
" accession." " The reader will observe," says Mr Croker, " that the Whig
term accession, which might imply legality, was altered into a statement

of the simple fact of King George's arrival.'''' \ Now Johnson, though a
bigoted Tory, was not quite such a fool as Mr Croker here represents him
to be. In the Life of Granville, Lord Lansdowne, which stands a very few

pages from the Life of Tickell, mention is made of the accession of Anne,
and of the accession of George I. The word arrival was used in the Life of

Tickell for the simplest of all reasons. It was used because the subject of

the poem called the Royal Progress was the arrival of tlie king, and not his

accession, which took place near two months before his arrival.

The editor's want of perspicacity is indeed very amusing. He is perpetu-

ally telling us that he cannot understand something in the text which is as

plain as language can make it. " Mattaire," said Dr Johnson, " wrote Latin

verses from time to time, and published a set in his old age, which he called

Senilia, in which he shows so little learning or taste in writing, as to make
Carteret a dactyl." J Hereupon we have this note :

" The editor does not

understand this objection, nor the following observation." The following

observation, which Mr Croker cannot understand, is simply this: "In
matters of genealogy," says Johnson, "it is necessary to give the bare names
as they are. But in poetry and in prose of any elegance in the writing, they

require to have inflection given to them." If Mr Croker had told Johnson
that this was unintelligible, the doctor would probably have replied, as he
replied on another occasion, " I have found you a reason, sir ; I am not

bound to find you an understanding." Every body who knows any thing of

Lalinity knows that, in genealogical tables, Joannes Baro de Carteret, or

Vicecomes de Carteret, may be tolerated, but that in compositions which
pretend to elegance, Carteretus, or some other form which admits of inflec-

tion, ought to be used.

All our readers have doubtless seen the two distichs of Sir William Jones,

respecting the division of the time of a lawyer. One of the distichs is trans-

lated from some old Latin lines ; the otiier is original. The former nins

thus :

" Six hours to sleep, to law's grave study six,

Four sjiend in prayer, the rest on nature fix."

"Kather," says Sir William Jones,
" Six hours to law, to soothing slumbers seven,
Ten to the world allot, and all to heaven."

The second couplet puzzles Mr Croker strangely. "Sir William," says

he, " has shortened his day to twenty-three houis, and the general advice

of ' all to lieaven,' destroys the peculiar appropriation of a certain period to

religious exercises." § Now, we did not think that it was in human dulness to

miss the meaning of the lines so completely. Sir William distributes twenty-
* V. ,7. t IV, 425 t IV. 335- § V. 233.
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three hours among various employments. One hour is thus left for devotion.

1 he reader expects that the virse will end with " and one to heaven." Tiie

whole point of the lines consists in the unexpected substitution of "all " for

"one. The conceit is wretched enough ; but it is perfectly intelligible, and
never, we will venture to say, perplexed man, woman, or child before.

Poor Tom Da vies, after failing in business, tried to live by his ])cn.

Johnson called hmi " an author generated by the corruption of a bookseller.

"

This is a very obvious, and even a commonplace allusion to the famous
tiogma of the old physiologists. Dryden made a similar allusion to that

dogma before Johnson was born. Mr Croker, however, is unable to under-

stand what the doctor meant. "The expression," he says, "seems not

quite clear." And he proceeds to talk about the generation of insects,

about bursting into gaudier life, and Heaven knows what.*

7 here is a still stranger instance of the editor's talent for finding out diffi-

culty in what is perfectly plain. "No man," said Johnson, "can now be

made a bishop tor his learning and piety." " From this too just observa-

tion," says Boswell, " there are some eminent e.\ceptions. " Mr Croker is

puzzled by Boswell's very natural and simple language. "That a general

observation should be pronounced too just, by the very person who admits

that it is not universally just, is not a little odd." t
A very large proportion of the two thousand five hundred notes which the

editor boasts of having added to those of Boswell and M alone consists of the

flattest and poorest rellections, relleciionssuch as the least intelligent reader

is quite competent to make for himself, and such as no intelligent reader

would think it worth while to utter aloud. They remind us of nothing so

much as of those profound and interesting annotations which are penciled by
sempstresses and apothecaries' boys on the dog-eared margins of novels

borrowed from circulating libraries ;
" How beautiful !

" "Cursed prosy !

"

"I don't like Sir Reginald Malcolm at all." " I think Pelham is a sad

dandy." Mr Croker is perpetually stopping us in our progress through the

most delightful narrative in the language, to observe that really Dr Johnson
was very rude, that he talked more for victory than for truth, that his taste for

port wine with capillaire in it was very odd, that Boswell was impertinent,

that it was foolish in Mrs Thrale to marr\the music-master ; and so forth.

We cannot speak more favourably of the manner in which the notes arc

written than of the matter of which they consist. We find in evei7 J^agc

words used in wrong senses, and constructions which violate the plainest

rules of grammar. We have the vulgarism of " mutual friend," for "com-
mon friend." We have " fallacy " used as synonymous with "falsehood.'

We have many such inextricable labyrinths of pronouns as that which fol-

lows :
" Lord trskine was fond of this anecdote ; he tt)ld it to the editor the

first time that he had the honour of being in his company." Lastly, we have
a plentiful supply of sentences resembling those which we subjoin. " Mark-
land, -who, with Jortin and Thirlby. Johnson calls three contemporaries of

great eminence."* " Warburton himself did not feel, as Mr Boswell was
disposed to think he did, kindly or gratefully ^ Johnson." § " It was him
that Horace Walpole called a man who never made a bad figure but as an
author. "II One or two of these solecisms should perhaps be attributed to

the pnnter, who has certainly done his best to fill both the text and the

notes with all sorts of blunders. In truth, he and the editor have between
them made the book so bad, that we do not well see how it could have
been worse.

When we turn from the commentary of Mr Croker to the work ol our old

friend Boswell, we find it not only worse printed than in any other edition

with which we are acquainted, but mnn<.jled in the most wa'itf'n manner.
•W. 3a> till. 228. XW-sn- 5 IV 415 U 11.461.
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Much that Boswell inserted in his narrative is, without the shadow of a rea-

son, degraded to the appendix. The editor has also taken uponvhimself to

alter or omit passages which he considers as indecorous. This prudery is

quite unintelligible to us. There is nothing immoral in Boswcll's book, no-
thing which tends to inflame the passions. He sometimes uses plain words.
But if this be a taint which requires expurgation, it would be desirable to

begin by expurgating the morning and evening lessons. The delicate office

which Mr Croker has undertaken he has performed in the most capricious

manner. One strong, old-fashioned, English word, familiar to all who read
their Bibles, is changed for a softer synonyme in some passages, and suf-

fered to stand unaltered in others. In one place a faint allusion made by
Johnson to an indelicate subject, an allusion so faint that, till Mr Croker's
note pointed it out to us, we had never noticed it, and of which we are quite

sure that the meaning would never be discovered by any of those for whose
sake books are expurgated, is altogether omitted. In another place, a coarse

and stupid jest of Dr Taylor on the same subject, expressed in the broadest
language, almost the only passage, as far as we remember, in all Boswell's
book, which we should have been inclined to leave out, is suffered to remain.
We complain, however, much more of the additions than of the omissions.

We have half of Mrs Thrale's book, scraps of Mr Tyers, scraps of Mr
Murphy, scraps of Mr Cradock, long prosings of Sir John Hawkins, and
connecting obsei-vations by Mr Croker himself, inserted into the midst of

Boswell's text. To this practice we most decidedly object. An editor might
as well publish Thucydides with extracts from Diodorus interspersed, or in-

corporate the Lives of Suetonius with the History and Annals of Tacitus.

Mr Croker tells us, indeed, that he has done only what Boswell wislied to

do, and was prevented from doing by the law of copyright. We douljt this

greatly. Boswell has studiously abstained from availing himself of the in-

formation given by his rivals, on many occasions on which he might have
cited them without subjecting himself to the charge of piracy. Mr Croker
has himself, on one occasion, remarked very justly that Boswell was un-

willing to owe any obligation to Hawkins. But, be this as it may, if Boswell
had quoted from Sir John and from Mrs Tlirale, he would have been guided

by his own taste and judgment in selecting his quotations. On what Boswell

quoted he would have commented with perfect freedom ; and the borrowed
passages, .so selected, and accompanied by such comments, would have be-

come original. They would have dovetailed into the work. No hitch, no
crease, would have been discernible. The whole would appear one and
indivisible,

" Ut per laeve severos
Effundat junctura ungue<;."

This is not the case with Mr Croker's insertions. They are not chosen as

Boswell would have chosen them. They are not introduced as Boswell
would have introduced them. They differ from the quotations scattered

through the original Life of Johnson, as a withered bough stuck in the ground
differs from a tree skilfully transplanted with all its life about it.

Not only do these anecdotes disfigure Boswell's book ; they are them-
selves disfigured l)y being inserted in his book. The charm of Mrs Thrale's

little volume is utterly destroyed. The feminine quickness of observation,

the feminine softness of heart, the colloquial incorrectness and vivacity of

style, the little amusing airs of a half-learned lady, the delightful garrulity,

the " dear Doctor Johnson." the " it was so comical," all disappear in Mr
Croker's quotations. The lady ceases to speak in the first person ; and her

anecdotes, in the process of transfusion, become as flat as Champagne in

decanters, or Herodotus in Beloe's version. Sir John Hawkins, it is true,

loses nothing ; and for the best of reasons. .Sir John had nothing to lose.

The course which Mr Croker ought to have taken is quite clear. He
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should have reprinted HoswcU's narrative precisely as Hoswell wrote it ; aiul

in the notes or the a]->pen<iix he should have placed any anecdotes which he

might have thought it advisable to quote from other writers. This would

have been a much more convenient course for the reader, who has now con-

stantly 10 keep his eye on the margin in order to see whether he is perusing

Boswell, Mrs Th rale, Murphy, Hawkins, Tyers, Cradock, or Mr Croker.

We greatly doubt whether even the Tour to the Hebrides ouglu to have

been insert'etl in the midst of the Life. There is one marked distinction

between the two works. Most of the Tour was seen by Johnson in manu-
script. It does not appear that he ever saw any part of the Life.

We love, we own, to read the great productions of the human mind as

they were written. We have this feeling even about scientific treatises ;

though we know that the sciences are always in a state of progression, and

that the alterations made by a modern editor in an old book on any branch

of natural or political philosophy are likely to be improvements. Some errors

have been detected by writers of this generation in the speculations of Adam
Smith. A short cut has l)een made to much knowledge at which Sir Lsaac

Newton arrived through arduous and circuitous paths. Yet we still look

with peculiar veneration on the Wealth of Nations and on the Principia, and

should regret to see either of those great works garbled even \>y the ablest

hands. But in works which owe much of their interest to the character and

situation of the writers the case is infinitely stronger. What man of "taste

and feeling can endure n/acimeitti, harmonies, abridgments, expurgated

e<litions? Who ever reails a stage-copy of a play when he can procure the

original ? Who ever cut ojien Mis Siddons's Milton ? Who ever got through

ten i)ages of Mr Gilpin's translation of John Buiiyan's Pilgrim into modern
English ? Who would lose, in the confusion of a Diatessaron, the peculiar

charm which belongs to the narrative of the disciple whom Jesus loved ?

The feeling of a reader who has lx;come intimate with any great original

work is that which Adam expressed towards his bride :

" Should God create another Eve. and I

Another rib atVord, yet loss of thee
Would never from my heart."

No substitute, however exquisitely formed, will fill the void left by the

original. The second beauty may be equal or superior to the first ; but

still it is not she.

The reasons which Mr Croker has given for incorporating passages from

Sir John Hawkins and Mrs Thrale with the narrative of Boswell would vin-

dicate the adulteration of half the cla.ssical works in the language. If Pepys's

Diary and Mrs Hutchinson's Memoirs had been published a hundred years

ago, no human being can doubt that Mr Hume would have made great use

of those books in his History of England. But would it, on that account,

l)e judicious in a writer of our own times to publish an edition of Hume's
History of England, in which large extracts from Pepys and Mrs Hutchinson
should be incorporated with the original text ? Surely not. Hume's his-

tory, be its faults what they may, is now one great entire work, the produc-
tion of one vigorous mind, working on such materials as were within its

reach. Additions made by another hand may supply a particular deficiency,

but would grievously injure the general effect. With Boswell's book the!

case is stronger. There is scarcely, in the whole comi)a.ss of literature, a

book which bears interpolation so ill. We know no production of the human
mind which has so much of what may be called the race, so much of th.e

{)eculiar flavour of the soil from which it sprang. The work could never
have lx:en written if the writer had not been precisely what he was. His
character is displayed in every page, and this display (jf character gives a

delightful interest to many passages which have no other interest.

The Life of Johnson is assuredly a great, a very great work. Homer is
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not more decidedly the first of heroic poets, Shakspeare is not more decidedly
the first of dramatists, Demosthenes is not more decidedly the first of orators,

than Boswell is the first of biograpliers. He has no second. He has dis-

tanced all his competitors so decidedly that it is not worth while to place
them. EcHpse is first, and the rest nowhere.
We are not sure that there is in the whole history of the human intellect

so strange a phaspomenon as this book. Many of the greatest men that ever

lived have written biography. Boswell was one of the smallest men that

ever lived, and he has beaten tliem all. He was, if we are to give any credit

to his own account or to the united testimony of all who knew him, a man
of the meanest and feeblest intellect. Johnson described him as a fellow who
had missed his only chance of immortality by not having been alive when
the Dunciad was written. Beauclerk used his name as a proverbial expres-

sion for a bore. He was the laughing-stock of the whole of that brilliant

society which has owed to him the greater part of its fame. He was always
laying himself at the feet of some eminent man, and begging to be spit upon
and trampled upon. He was always earning some ridiculous nickname, and
then "binding it as a crown unto him," not merely in metaphor, but liter-

ally. He exhibited himself, at the Shakspeare Jubilee, to all the crowd
which filled Stralford-on-Avon, with a placard round his hat bearing the

inscription of Corsica Boswell. In his Tour, he proclaimed to all the world
that at Edinburgh he was known by the appellation of Paoli Boswell. Ser-

vile and impertinent, shallow and pedantic, a bigot and a sot, bloated with
family pride, and eternally blustering about the dignity of a bom gentleman,
yet stooping to be a talebearer, an eavesdropper, a common butt in the taverns

of London, so curious to know every body who was talked about, that, Tory
and high Churchman as he was, he manoeuvred, we have been told, for an
introduction to Tom Paine, so vain of the most childish distinctions, that

when he had been to court, he drove to the office where his book was print-

ing without changing his clothes, and summoned all the printer's devils to

admire his new mffles and sword ; such was tliis man, and such h^was content

and proud to be. Every thing which another man would ha^ e hidden, every
thing the publication of which would have made another man hang himself,

was matter of gay and clamorous exultation to his weak and diseased mind.
What silly things he said, what bitter retorts he provoked, how at one place

he was troubled with evil presentiments which came to nothing, how at an-

other place, on waking from a drunken doze, he read the prayer-book and
took a hair of tlie dog t.iat had bitten him, how he went to see men hanged
and came away maudlin, how he added five hundred pounds to the fortune

of one of his babies because she was not scared at Johnson's ugly face, how
he was frightened out of his wits at sea, and how the sailors quieted him as

they would have quieted a child, how tipsy he was at Lady Cork's one even-

ing and how much his merriment annoyed the ladies, how impertinent he
was to the Ducliess of Argyle and with what stately contempt .she put down
his impertinence, how Colonel Macleod sneered to his face at his impudent
obtrusiveness, how his father and the very wife of his bosom laughed and
fretted At his fooleries ; all these things he proclaimed to all the world, as if

ihey had been subjects for pride and ostentatious rejoicing. All the caprices
of his temper, all the illusions of his vanity, all his hypochondriac whimsies, all

his castles in the air, he displayed with a cool self-complacency, a perfect

unconsciousness that he was making a fool of himself, to which it is impos-
sible to find a parallel in the whole history of mankind. He has used many
people ill ; but assuredly he has used nobody so ill as himself.

That such a man should have written one of the best books in the world
is strange enough. But this is not all. Many persons who have conducted
themselves foolishly in active life, and who.se conversation has indicated no
superior powers of mind, have left us valuable works. Goldsmith was very
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justly UescniKd by one of his conteinpi>raiies as an inspiretl idiot, and by
another as a being

'• Who wrote like an angel, and talked like poor Poll"

Ia Fontaine was in society a mere simpleton. His blunders would not c6me
in amiss among the stories of Hierodcs. But tliese men attained literary

eminence in spite of their weaknesses. Boswell attained it by reason of his

weaitnesses. U he had not been a great fool, he wouhl never have been a

great writer. Without all the qualities which made him the jest and the tor-

ment of those among whom he lived, without the officiousness, the inquisitive-

ness, the effronter)', the toad-eating, the in.sensibilit)' to all reproof, he never

could have produced so excellent a book. He was a sla"e proud of his ser-

1

vitude, a I'aul I'r)', convinced that his own curiosity and garrulity were vir-

\
tues, an unsafe companion who never scrupled to repay the most liberal hos-

pitality by the basest violation of confidence, a man without delicacy, without

shame, without sense enough to know when he was hurting the feelings ol

others or when he was exposing himself to derision ; and because he was all

this, he has, in an important department of literature, immeasurably sur-

passed such writers a-s Tacitus, Clarendon, Alheri, and his own idol Johnson.
Of the talents which ordinarily raise men to eminence as writers, Boswell.

had absolutely none. There is not in all his books a single remark of his

own on literature, politics, religion, or society, which is not either common-
place or absurd. His dissertations on hereditary gentility, on the slave-trade,

and on the entailing of landed estates, may serve as examples. To say that

these passages are sophistical would be to pay them an extravagant compli-

ment. They have no pretence to argument, or even to meaning. He has

reported innumerable observations made by himself in the course of conver-

satioru Of those observations we do not remember one which is above the

intellectual capacity of a boy of fifteen. He has printed many of his own
letters, and in these letters he is always ranting or twaddling. I >igic, el

quence, wit, taste, all those things which are generally considered as making
AA book valualJle, were utterly wantuig to him. He had, indeed, a (juick

1 observation and a retentive memor)'. These qualities, if he had l>een a man
J of sense and virtue, would scarcely of themselves have sufilced to make him
^y cfmspicuous ; but because he was a dunce, a parasite, and a coxcomb, they^

/ have made him immortal.

•^^pThose parts of his book which, considered abstractedly, are most utterly

worthless, are delightful when we read them as illustrations of the char-

acter of the writer. Bad in themselves, they are good dramatically, like the
nonsense of Justice Shallow, the clipped English of Dr Caius, or the mis-
placed consonants of Fluellen. Of all confessors, Boswell is the most candid.

Other men who have pretended to lay open their own hearts, Rousseau, for

example, and L<^>rd Byron, have evidently written with a constant view to

effect, and are to be then most distrusted when they seem to be most sincere.

There is scarcely any man who would not rather accuse himself of great

crimes and of dark and tempestuous passions than proclaim all his little

vanities and wild fancies. It would be easier to find a person who would
avow actions like those of Caisar Borgia or Danton, than one who would
publish a daydream like those of AInxschar and Malvulio. Those weaknesses
v/hich most men keep covered up in the most .secret places of the mind, not

to be disclosed to the eye of frientiship or of love, were precisely the weak-
nesses which Boswell paraded before all the world. He was perfectly frank,

l)ecause the weakness of his understanding and the tumult of his spirits pre-

vented him from knowing when he made himself ridiculous. His book
resembles nothing so much as the conversation of the inmates of the Palace
of Truth.

His fame is great ; and it will, we have no doubt, be lasting ; Kut it is

]
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fame of a peculiar kind, and indeed marvellously resembles infamy. We
remember no other case in which the world has made so great a distinction

between a book, and its author. In general, the book and the author are

considered as one. To admire the book is to admire the author. The case
of Boswell is an exception, we think the only exception, to this rule. His
work is universally allowed to be interesting, instructive, eminently original :

yet it has brought him nothing but contempt. All the world reads it: all the

world delights in it : yet we do not remember ever to have read or ever to

have heard any expression of respect and admiration for the man to whom we
owe so much instruction and amusement. While edition after edition of his

book was coming forth, his son, as Mr Croker tells us, was ashamed of it,

and hated to hear It mentioned. This feeling was natural and reasonable.

Sir Alexander saw that, in proportion to the celebrity of the work, was the

degradation of the author. The very editors of this unfortunate gentleman's
books have forgotten their allegiance, and, like those Puritan casuists who
took arms by the authority of the king against his person, have attacked the

writer while doing homage to the writings. Mr Croker, for example, has
published two thousand five hundred notes on the life of Johnson, and yet

scarcely ever mentions the biographer whose performance he has taken such
pains to illustrate without some expression of contempt.

An ill-natured man Boswell certainly was not. Yet the malignity of the

most malignant satirist could scarcely cut deeper than his thoughtless

loquacity. Having himself no sensibility to derision and contempt, he took
it for granted that all others were equally callous. He was not ashamed to

exhibit himself to the whole world as a common spy, a common tattler, a
humble companion without the excuse of poverty, and to tell a hundred
stories of his own pertness and folly, and of the insults which his pertness

and folly brought upon him. It was natural that he should show little dis-

cretion in cases in which the feelings or the honour of others might be con-

cerned. No man, surely, ever published such stories respecting parsons

whom he professed to love and revere. He would infallibly have made his

hero as contemptible as he has made himself, had not his hero really pos-

sessed some moral and intellectual qualities of a very high order. The best

proof that Johnson was really an extraordinary man is that his character,

instead of being degraded, has, on the whole, been decidedly raised by a

work in which all his vices and weaknesses are exposed more unsparingly

than they ever were exposed by Churchill or by Kenrick.

/ Johnson grown old, Johnson in the fulness of his fame and in the enjoy-

/ ment of a competent fortune, is better known to us than any other man in

I

history. Every thing about him, his coat, his wig, his figure, his face, his

scrofula, his St Vilus's dance, his rolling walk, his blinking eye, the outward
signs which too clearly marked his approbation of his dinner, his insatiable

appetite for fish-sauce and veal-pie with plums, his inextinguishable thirst

for tea, his trick of touching the posts as he walked, his mysterious practice

of treasuring up scraps of orange-peel, his morning slumbers, his midnight
disputations, his contortions, his mutterings, his gruntings, his puffmgs, his

vigorous, acute, and ready eloquence, his .sarcastic wit, his vehemence, his

insolence, his fits of tempestuous rage, his queer inmates, old Mr Levett and
blind Mrs Williams, the cat Hodge and the negro Frank, all are as familiar

to us as the objects by whiph we have been surrounded from childhood. But
we have no minute information respecting those yeai-s of Johnson's life dur-

ing which his character and his manners became immutably fixed. We
know him, not as he was known to the men of his own generation, but as he
was known to men whose father he might have been. That celebrated club

of which he was the most distinguished member contained few persons who
could remember a time when his fame was not fully established and his
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habits completely formed. He had made himself a name in literature while

Revnolds anil the Wartons were still boys. I le was about twenty years

older than Burke. Cioldsmith, and Geranl Hamilton, about thirty years

older than Ciibbon, Beauclerk, and I^nqlon, and about forty years ojiler than

LorJ Stowell, Sir William Jones, and Windham. Boswell and Mrs Thrale,

the ^vo writers from whom we derive most of our knowledge respecting

him, never saw him till long after he wxs fifty years old, till most of his

great works had become classical, and till the pension bestowed on him by
the Gown had placed him above poverty. Of those eminent men who were
his most intimate associates towards the close of his life, the only one, as far

as we remember, who kne\v>'him during the first ten or twelve years of his

residence in the capital, was David Garrick ; and it does not appear that,

durinj those years, David Garrick saw much of his fellow-townsman.

Johnson came up to London precisely at the time when the condition of

a man of letters was most miserable and degraded. It was a dark night

betwe€h two sunny days. The age of patronage had passed away. The
age of general curiosity and intelligence had not arrived. The number of

readers is at present so great that a popular author may subsist in comfort

and opulence on the profits of his works. In the reigns of William the

Third, of Anne," and of George the First, even such men as Congreve and
Addison would scarcely have been able to live like gentlemen by the mere
sale of their writings. But the deficiency of the natural demand for literature

was, at the close of the seventeenth and at the beginning of the eighteenth

century, more than made up by artificial encouragement, by a vast system of

bounties and premiums. There was, perhaps, never a time at which the

rewards of literary merit were so splendid, at which men who coidd write

well found such easy admittance into the most distinguished society, and to

the highest honours of the state. The chiefs of both the great parties into

which the kingdom was divided patronised literature with emulous munifi-

cence. Congreve, when he had scarcely attained his majority, was rewarded
for his first comedy with places which made him independent for life.

Smith, though his Hippolytus and Phrcdra failed, would have been con-

soled with three hundred a year but for his own folly. Rowe wxs not only

Poet Laureate, but also land-surveyor of the customs in the port of London,
clerk of the council to the Prince of Wales, and secretary of the Presentations

to the Lord Chancellor. Hughes was jccretary to the Commissions of the

Peace. Ambrose Philips was judge of the Prerogative Court in Ireland.

Locke was Commissioner of Appeals and <>f the Board of Trade. Newton
was Master of the Mint. Stepney and Prior were employed in embassies of

high dignity and importance. Gay, who commenced life as apprentice to

a silk mercer, became a secretary of Legation at five-and-twenty. It was
to a poem on the Death of Charles the Second, and to the City and Country
Mouse, that Mont.ague owed his introduction into public life, his earldom,
his garter, and his Auditorship of the E.xchequer. Swift, but for the uncon-
querable prejudice of the queen, would have been a bishop. Oxford, with his

white staif in his hand, passed through the crowd of his suitors to welcome
Pamell, when that mgenious writer deserted the Whigs. Steele was a commis-
sioner of stamps and a member of Parliament. Arthur Mainw.iring was a

commissioner of the customs, and auditor of the imprest. Tickell was secre-

tary to the Lords Justices of Ireland. Addison was secretary of state.

This liberal patronage was brought into fashion, as it seems, by the mag-
nificent Dorset, almosf the only noble versifier in the court of Charles the
Second who possessed talents for composition which were independent of the

aid of a coronet. Montague owed his elevation to the favour of Dorset, and
imitated through the whole course of his life the liberality to which he was
himself so g^reatly indebted. The Tory leaders, Harley and Bolingbroke in
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particular, vied with the chiefs of the Whig party in zeal for the encourage-
ment of letters. But soon after the accession of the house of Hanover a change
took place. The supreme power passed to a man who cared little for poetry
or eloquence. The importance of the Ilouae of Commons was constantly on
the increase. The government was under the necessity of bartering for Farlia-

mentaiy support much of that patronage which had been employed in foster-

ing literary merit ; and Walpole was by no means inclined to divert any part

of the fund of corruption to purposes which he considered as idle. He had
eminent talents for government and for debate. But he had paid httle atten-

tion to books, and felt little respect for authors. One of the coarse jckes of

his friend, .Sir Charles Ilanbury Williams, was far more pleasing to hin than
Thomson's Seasons or Ricliardson's Pamela. He had observed tha: some
of the distinguished writers whom the favour of Halifax had turned into states-

men had been mere encumbrances to their parly, dawdlers in office and mutes
in Parliament. During the whole course of his administration, therefore, he
scarcely befriended a single man of genius. The best writers of the age gave
all their support to the ojiposition, and contributed to excite that discontent

which, after plunging the nation into a foolish and unjust war, overthrew the

minister to make room for men less able and equally immoral. The opposi-

tion could reward its eulogists with little more than promises and caresses.

St James's would give nothing : Leicester house had nothing to give.

Thus, at the time when Jolmson commenced his literary career, a writer

had little to hope from the patronage of powerful individuals. The patron-
age of the public did not yet furnish the means of comfortable subsistence.

The prices paid by booksellers .to authors were so low tliat a man of consider-

able talents and unremitting industry could do little more than provide for

the day which was passing over him. The lean kine had eaten up the fat

kine. The thin and withered ears had devoured the good ears. The season
of rich harvests was over, and the period of famine had begun. All that is

squalid and miserable might now be summed up in the word Poet. That
word denoted a creature dressed like a scarecrow, familiar with compters and
spunging-houses, and perfectly qualified to decide on the comparative merits

of the Common Side in the King's Bench prison and of Mount Scoundrel in the

Fleet. Even the poorest pitied him; and they well might pity him. For if

their condition was equally abject, their aspirings were not equally high, nor
tlieir sense of insult equally acute. To lodge in a garret up four pair of stairs,

to dine in a cellar among footmen out of place, to translate ten hours a day
for the wages of a ditclier, to be hunted by bailiffs from one haunt of beggary
and pestilence to another, from Grub Street to St George's Fields, and from
St George's Fields to the alleys behind St Martin's church, to sleep on a
bulk in June and amidst the ashes of a glass-house in December, to die in an
hospital and to be buried in a parish vault, was the fate of more than one
writer who, if he had lived thirty years earlier, would have been admitted to

the sittings of the Kitcat or the Scriblerus club, would have sat in Parliament,

and would have been entrusted with embassies to the High Allies ; who, if

he had lived in our time, would have found encouragement scarcely less

munificent in Albemarle Street or in Paternoster Row.
As every climate has its peculiar diseases, so every walk of life has its

peculiar temptations. The literary character, assuredly, has always had its

share of faults, vanity, jealousy, morbid sensibility. To these faults were
now superadded the faults which are commonly found in men whose liveli-

hood is precarious, and whose principles are exposed to the trial of severe

distress. All the vices of the gambler and of the beggar were blended with

those of the author. The prizes in the wretched lottery of book-making were
scarcely less ruinous than the blanks. If good fortune came, it came in such a

manner thai it was almost certain to be abused. After months of starvation
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.lespair, a full thinl nighl or a well-received liedicaliun filled the pocket

he leaii, ragged. unwa.shed poet with guineas, lie liastened to enjoy

c luxuries with the images of which his mind had been haunted while he

sleeping amidst the cinders and eating potatoes at the Irish ordinary in

e Lane. A week of taverns soon qualified him for another year of night-

;,.rs. Such was the life of Savage, of Hoyse, and of a crowd of others,

letimes blazing in gold-laced hats and waistcoats ; sometimes lying in bed

luse their coats had gone to pieces, or wearing paper cravats because their

[I was in pawn ; sometimes drinking Champagne and Tokay with Betty

cless; sometimes standing at the window of an eating-house in I'orridge

nd, to snuff up the scent of what they could not aflbrd to taste ; they knew
;ry ; they knew beggary; but they never knew comfort. These men
c irreclaimable. They looked on a regular and frugal life with the same

; -ion which an old gipsy or a Mohawk hunter feels for a stationary abode,

for :he restraints and securities of civilised communities. They were as

.uneable, as much wedded to their desolate freedom, as the wild ass.

cv could no more be broken in to the offices of social man than the uni-

n could be trained to serve and abide by the crib. It was well if they

not, like beasts of a still fiercer race, tear the hands which ministered to

ir necessities. To assist them was impossible ; and the most benevolent

uf niankmd at length became wearj- of giving relief which was dissipated with

the wildest profusion as soon as it had been received. If a sum was bestowed

on the wretched adventurer, such as, properly husbanded, might have sup-

plied him for si.\ months, it wasinstantly spent in strange freaks of sensuality,

aixd, before forty-eight hours had elapsed, the poet was again pestering all his

acquaintance for twopence to get a plate of shin of beef at a subterraneous

cook-shop. If his friends gave him an asylum in their houses, those houses

were forthvrith turned into bagnios and taverns. All order was destroyed,;

all business was suspended. The most good-natured host began to repent of

his eagerness to serve a man of genius in distress when he heard his guest

roaring for fresh punch at five o'clock in the morning.

A few eminent writers were more fortunate. Pcjjjg had been raised above

poverty by the active patronage which, m his youth, both the great political

parties had extended to his Homer. Young had received the only pension

ever bestowed, to the best of our recollection, by Sir Robert Walpole, as

the reward of mere literary merit. One or two of the many poets who
attached themselves to the opposition, Thomson in particular and Mallet,

obtained, after much severe suffering, the means of subsistence from their

political friends. Richardson, like a man of sense, kept his shop ; and his

shop kept him, which his novels, admirable as they are, would scarcely have

done. But nothing could lie more deplorable than the state even of the •

ablest men, who at that time depended for subsistence on their writmgs.

John.son, Collins, Fielding, and Thomson, were certainly four of the most

distinguished persons that England produced iluring the eighteenth centur)'.

It Ls well known that they were ail four arrested for debt.

Into calamities and difficulties such as these Johnson plunged in hi.>

twenty-eighth year. From that time till he was three or four and fifty, we
have little information respecting him ; little, we mean, compared with the

lull and accurate information which we possess respecting his proceedmgs

and habits towards the close of his life. He emerged at length from cock-

lofts and sixpeimy ordinaries into the society of the jxilished and the opulent.

His fame was established. A pension sufficient for his wants iiad been con-

ferred on him : and he c-ame forth to a>lonish a generation with which he

had almost as little in common as with l-renLhmtii or Spaniards.

In his early years he had occasionally seen the great ; but he had seen

them as a l)eggar. He now came amonc them as a companion. The de-
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mand for amusement and instruction had, during the course of twenty years,

been gradually increasing. The price of Hterary labour had risen ; and those
rising men of letters with whom Johnson was henceforth to associate were
for the most part persons widely different from those who had walked about
with him all night in the streets for want of a lodging. Burke, Robertson,

the Wartons, Gray, Mason, Gibbon, Adam Smith, Beattie, Sir William
Jones, Goldsmith, and Churchill, were the most distinguished writers of
what may be called the second generation of the Johnsonian age. Of these

men Churchill was the only one in whom we can trace the stronger linea-

ments of that character which, when Johnson first came up to London, was
common among authors. Of the rest, scarcely any had felt the pressure of

severe poverty. Almost all had been early admitted into the most respect-

able society on an equal footing. They were men of quite a different species

from the dependents of Curll and Osborne.

Johnson came among them the solitary specimen of a past age, the last

survivor of the genuine race of Grub Street hacks ; the last of that genera-

tion of authors whose abject misery and whose dissolute manners had fur-

nished inexhaustible matter to the satirical genius of Pope. From nature,

he had received an uncouth figure, a diseased constitution, and an irritable

temper. The manner in which the earlier years of his m.anhood had been
passed had given to his demeanour, and even to his moral character, some
peculiarities appalling to the civilised bemgs who were the companions of

his old age. 3 he perverse irregularity of his hours, the slovenliness of his

person, his fits of strenuous exertion, interrupted by long intervals of slug-

gishness, his strange abstinence, and his equally strange voracity, his active

benevolence, contrasted with the constant rudeness and the occasional fero-

city of his manners in society, made him, in the opmion of those with whom
he lived during the last twenty years of his life, a complete origmal. An
original he was, undoubtedly, in some respects. But if we possessed full

information concerning those who shared his early hardships, we should prob-

ably find that what we call his singularities of manner were, for the most
part, failings which he had in common with the class to which he belonged.

He ate at Streatham Park as he had been used to eat behind the screen at

St John's Gate, when he was ashamed to show his ragged clothes. He ate

as it was natural that a man should eat, who, during a gi'eat part of his life,

had passed the morning in doubt whetlier he should have food for the after-

noon. The habits of his early life had accustomed him to bear privation

with fortitude, but not to taste pleasure with moderation. He could fast
;

but when he did not fast, he tore liis dinner like a famished wolf, with the

veins swelling on his forehead, and the perspiration running down his cheeks.

He scarcely ever took wine. But when he drank it, he drank it greedily

and in large tumblers. These were, in fact, mitigated symptoms of that

.same moral disease which raged with such deadly malignity in his friends

Savage and Boyse. The roughness and violence which he showed in society

were to be expected from a man whose temper, not naturally gentle, had
been long tried by the bitterest calamities, by the want of meat, of fire, and
of clothes, by the importunity of creditors, by the insolence of booksellers,

by the derision of fools, by the insincerity of patrons, by that bread which
is the bitterest of all food, by those stairs which are the most toilsome of

all paths, by that deferred hope which makes the heart sick. Through all

these things the ill-dressed, coarse, ungainly pedant had struggled manfully

up to eminence and command. It was natural that, in the exercise of his

power, he should be " eo immitior, qui toleraverat, " that, though his heart

was undoubtedly generous and humane, his demeanour in society should be
harsh and despotic. For severe distress he had sympathy, and not only sym-
patliy, but munificent relief. But for the suffering which a harsh word in-
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flicts upun a delictite mimi he had no pity ; for it wxs a kind of suffering

which ne could scarcely conceive. He would carry home on his shoulders

a sick and starving,' girl from the streets. He turned his house into a place

: refuge for a crowd of wretched old creatures who could find no other

\ lum ; nor could all their p«'evishnesi and ingratitude wear>' out his l)ene-

. lence. But the pangs of wounded vanity seemed to him ridiculous ; and he

scarcely felt sufficient compassion even for the pangs of wouniled affection.

He had seen and felt .so much of sharp misery, thai he was not affected l>y

paltry vexations ; and he seemed to think that every body ought to be as

much hardened to those vexations as himself. He was angrj* with Hoswell
for complaining of a headache, with Mi-s Thrale for grumbling about the

dust on the road, or the smell of the kitchen. These were, in his phrase,

"foppish lamentations," which people ought to lie ashamed to utter in a

world so full of sin and sorrow, (loldsmith crying because the Good-natured
Man had failed, inspired him with no pity. Though his q\vn hcaltli^was

not goodj he detested and despised valetudinarians. Pecuniar)' losses, un-

lessrTRcy red uced^ the loser absolutely to beg5:an-, moved him very little.

People whose hearts had been softened by prosperity might weep, he said,

for such events ; but all that could be expected of a plain man was not to

laugh. He was not much moved even by the spectacle of Lady Tavistock

dying of a broken heart for the loss of her lord. Such grief he considered

as a luxury reserved for the idle and the wealthy. A washen\oman, left a
widow with nine small children, would not have sobbed herself to death.

A person who troubled himself so little about small or sentimental griev-

ances was not likely to lie very attentive to the feelings of others in the

ordinary intercourse of society. He could not understand how a sarcasm or

a reprimand could make any man really unhappy. " My dear doctor," said

he to Goldsmith, " what harm does it do to a man to call him Holofemes?"
" Pooh, ma'am," he exclaimed to Mrs Carter, "who is the worse for being

talked of uncharitably ? " Politeness has l^een well defined as benevolence

in small things. Johnson was impolite, not because he wanted benevolence,

but because small things appeared smaller to him than to people who had
never known what it was to live for fourpence halfpenny a day.

The characteristic pecu.;uri[y of his intellect was the union of great powers
,

with low prejudices. If we judged of him by the best parts of his mind, we
should place him almost as high as lie was placed by ;he idolatry of Boswell;
if by the worst parts of his mind, we ."^hould place him even below Boswell
hiaiielf. Where he w.xs not umier the intlucr.ce of some strange scruple,

or some domineering passion, which prevented him from boiuly and fairiy

inve,>ti^aing a subject, lie was a wary and acute reasoiier, a little too much
inclined to scepticism, and a little too fond of paradox. No man was less

likely to be imposed upon by fallacies in argument or by exa;^geiatcd state-

ments of fact. But if, while he wr.s bealin'^ down sophisms and exposing
false testimony, some childish prejudices, such .ts wm d excite laugiiter in a

well managed nursery, came across him, he was smitten as it by enchantment.
His mind dwindled away under the spell from gigantic elevation to dwarfisi
littleness. Those who had lately been admiring its amplitude and its force
were now as much astonished at its strange narrowness and feebleness as the
fisherman in the Arabian tale, when he saw the Genie, whose stature had
ovei-shadowed the whole sea-coast, and whose might .seemed equal to a con-
test with armies, contract himself to the dimensions of his small prison, and
he there the helpless slave of the charm of Solomon.

Ji^hnson was in the habit of sifting with extreme severity the evidence for
(

all stories which were merely odd. But when they were not only (xld l>ut

miraculous, his severity relaxed. He began to Ix: credulous precise! vat the
point where the most credulous j)eople beyln to Ik: sceptical. It is curious
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to observe, both m his writings and in his conversation, the contrast between
the disdainful manner in which he rejects unauthenticated anecdotes, even

when they are consistent with the general laws of nature, and the respectful

manner in which he mentions the wildest stories relating to the invisible world.

A man who told him of a water-spout or a meteoric stone generally had the

lie direct given him for his pains. A man who told him of a prediction or a

dream wonderfully accomplished was sure of a courteous hearing. "John-
son," observed Hogarth, " like King David, says in his haste that all men
are liars." " His incredulity," says Mrs Thrale, " amounted almost to dis-

ease." She tells us how he browbeat a gentleman, who gave him an account

of a hurricane in the West Indies, and a poor quaker who related some
strange circumstance about the red-hot balls fired at the siege of Gibraltar.

"It is not so. It cannot be true. Don't tell that story again. You cannot

think how poor a figure you make in telling it." He once said, half jest-

ingly we suppose, that for six months he refused to credit the fact of the

earthquake at Lisbon, and that he still believed the extent of the calamity to

be greatly exaggerated. Yet he related with a grave face how old Mr Cave
of St John's Gate saw a ghost, and how this ghost was something of a sha-

dowy being. He went himself on a ghost-hunt to Cock Lane, and was angry

with John Wesley for not following up another scent of the same kind with

proper spirit and perseverance. He rejects the Celtic genealogies and poems
without the least hesitation

;
yet he declares himself willing to believe the

stories of the second sight. If he had examined the claims of the Highland
seers with half the severity with which he sifted the evidence for the genuine-

ness of Fingal, he would, we suspect, have come away from Scotland with a

mind- fully made up. In his Lives of the Poets, we find that he is unwilling

to give credit to the accounts of Lord Roscommon's early proficiency in his

studies ; but he tells with great solemnity an absurd romance about some
intelligence pretematurally impressed on the mind of that nobleman. He
avows himself to be in great doubt about the truth of the story, and ends by
warning his readers not wholly to slight such impressions.

Many of his sentiments on religious subjects are worthy of a liberal and >

enlarged mind. He could discern clearly enough the folly and meanness of

all bigotry except his own. When he spoke of the scnqiles of the Puritans,

he spoke like a person who had really obtained an insight into the divine

[philosophy of the New Testament, and who considered Christianity as a noble

scheme of government, tending to promote the hap]>iness and to elevate the

moral nature of man. The horror which the sectaries felt for cards, Christ-

mas ale, plum-porridge, mince-pies, and dancing bears, excited his contempt.

To the arguments urged by some very worthy people against showy dress he

replied with admirable sense and spirit, " Let us not be found, when our

Master calls us, stripping the lace off our waistcoats, but the spirit of conten-

tion from our souls and tongues. Alas ! sir, a man who cannot get to heaven
in a green coat will not find his way thither the sooner in a grey one. " Yet
he was himself under the tyranny of scruples as unreasonable as those of

Iludibras or Ralpho, and carried his zeal for ceremonies and for ecclesias-

tical dignities to lengths allogetiicr inconsistent with reason or with Christian

charity. He has gravely noted down in his diary that he once committed the

sin of drinking coffee on Good P'riday. In Scotland, he thought it his duty

to pass several months without joining in public worship solely because the

ministers of the kirk had not been ordained by bishops. His mode of esti-

mating the piety of his neighbours was somewhat singular. " Campbell,"

said he, " is a good man, a pious man. I am afraid he has not been in the

inside of a church for many years ; but he never passes a church witiiout pull-

ing off his hat : this shows he has good principles." Spain and Sicily must

surely contain many pious robbers and well-principled assassins. Jolinson
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couUl easily see that a Roundhead who named all his children after Solomon's
siiii,'ers, and talked in the House of Commons about seeking the 1-ord, mij;ht

:ui unprincipled villain, w hose religious mummerie.s only ayj^ravated hi

Hut a man who took olT his hat when he passed a church e})iscopaliy

.^i crated must be a good man, a pious man, a man of good principles.

)<jinison could easily see that those persons who looked on a dance or a l.i. c<l

waistcoat as sinful, deemeil most ignobly of the attributes of God and of the

ends of revelation. But with what a storm of invective he would have over-

whelmed any man who had blamed him for celebrating the redemption of

mankind with sugarless tea and butterless buns !

Nolxxly spoke more conte'r|ptii.iiisly nf il^y cant of patriotism. Nobody
saw more clearly the error of those who regarded liberty not as a means, but

as an end, and who proposed to themselves, as the object of their pursuit,

the prosperity of the state as distinct from the prosperity of the individuals

wlio compose the state. His calm and settled opinion seems to have been
liiai forms of government have little or no influence on the happiness of

society. This opinion, erroneous as it is, ought at least to have preserved him
from all intemperance on political questions. It did not, however, preserve

him from the lowest, fiercest, and most absurd extravagances of party spirit,

from rants which, in every thing but the diction, resembled those of Squire

Western. He was, as a politician, half ice and half fire. On the side of his

mtellect he was a mere Pococurante, far too apathetic about public affairs,

far t<Jo sceptical as to the good or evil tendency of any form of polity, llii

passions, on the contrary, were violent even to slaying against all who leaned

to VVhiggish pnnciples. The well-known lines which he inserted in Gold-
smith's Traveller express what seems to have been his deliberate judgment :

" How small, of all that human hearts endure,
That p.iri which kings or laws can cause or cure !

"

He had previously put expressions very similar mto the mouth of Rasselas.

It is amusing to contrast these passages with the torrents of raving abuse

which he poured forth against the Long Parliament and the American Con-
gress. In one of the conversations reported by Boswell this inconsistency

displays itself in the m'.-st ludic^ovs manner.
" Sir Adam Fercaso.i," says BosvNell, " suggested that luxury corrupts a

people, and destroys the qvr.t of liberty. Juh.nson : 'Sir, that is all visionary.

I would not give half a guinea to live u .der one form of government rather

than another. It is of no moment to the happiness of an individual. Sir.

the danger of the abuse of power is nothing to a private ni?r. What Frer.^ii-

man is prevented passing his life as he pleases r Sir adam :
' But, sir, in

the British constitution it is surely of importance to keep up a spirit in the

people, so as to preserve a balance against the crown.' Johnson :
' Sir, I

perceive you are a vile Whig. Why all this childish jealousy of the power
of the cro\ATi ? The crown has not power enough.' "

One of the old philosophers. Lord Bacon tells us, used to say that life and
death were just the same to him. "' Why then," said an objector, " do you
not kill youn-elf?" The philosopher answered, "Because it is just the

same." If the difference between two forms of government be not worth
half a guinea, it is not easy to see how Whiggism can be viler than Toryism,
or how the crown can have too little power. If the happiness of individuals

is not affected by political abuses, zeal for liberty is doubtless ridiculous.

But zeal for monarchy must be equally so. No person could have been
more quick-sighted than Johnson to such a contradiction as this in the logic

of an antagonist.

The judgments which Johnson pa.ssed on books were, in his own time, re-

garded with superstitious veneration, and, in our time, are generally treated

with indiscriminate contempt. They are the judginents of a strong but
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enslaved understanding. The mind of the critic was hedged round by an
uninterrupted fence of prejudices and superstitions. Within his narrow
limits, he displayed a vigour and an activity which ought to have enabled
him to clear the barrier that confined him.
How it chanced that a man who reasoned on his premises so ably, should

assume his premises so foolishly, is one of the great mysteries of human
nature. -The same inconsistency may be observed in the schoolmen of the
middle ages. Those writers show so much acuteness and force of mind in

arguing on their wretched data, that a modern reader is perpetually at a loss

to comprehend how such minds came by such data. Not a flaw in the super-
structure of the theory which they are rearing escapes their vigilance. Yet
they are blind to the obvious unsoundness of the foundation. It is the .same

with some eminent lawyers. Their legal arguments are intellectual pro-

digies, abounding with the happiest analogies and the most refined distinc-

tions. The principles of their arbitrary science being once admitted, the
statute-book and the reports being once assumed as the foundations of reason-
ing, these men must be allowed to be perfect masters of logic. But if a
question arises as to the postulates on which their whole system rests, if they
are called upon to vindicate- the fundamental maxims of that system which
they have passed their lives in studying, these very men often talk the lan-

guage of savages or of children. Those who have listened to a man of this

class in his o\\ti court, and who have watnessed the skill with which he
analyses and digests a vast mass of evidence, or reconciles a crowd of pre-

cedents which at first sight seem contradictory, scarcely know him again
when, a few hours later, they hear him speaking on the other side of West-
minster Hall in his capacity of legislator. They can scarcely believe that

the paltry quirks which are faintly heard through a stonn of coughing, and
tsdiich do not impose on the plainest country gentleman, can proceed from
the same sharp and vigorous intellect which had excited their admiration
under the same roof, and 'on the same day.

Johnson decided literary questions like a la\vyer, not like a legislator. He
never examined foundations where a point was already ruled. His whole
code of criticism rested on pure assumption, for which he sometimes quoted
a precedent or an authority, but rarely troubled himself to give a reason drawn
from the nature of things. He took it for granted that the kind of poetry

which flourished in his own time, which he had been accustomed to hear
praised from his childhood, and which he had himself written with success,

was the best kind of poetry. In his biographical work he has repeatedly

laid it down as an undeniable proposition that dunng the latter part of the
seventeenth century, and the earlier part of the eighteenth, English fUt^X^
had been in a constant progress of improvement. Waller, Denham, j ijfii*yuv»

and Pope, had been, according to him, the great reformers. He judged of

all works of the imagination by the standard established among his own
contemporaries. Though he allowed Homer to have been a greater man
than Virgil, he seems to have thought the ^neid a greater poem than the

Iliad. Indeed he well might have thought so ; for he preferred Pope's Iliad

to Homer's. He pronounced that, after Hoole's translation of Tasso, Fairfax's

would hardly be reprinted. He could see no merit in our fine old English

ballads, and always spoke with the most provoking contempt of Percy's

fondness for them. Of the great original works of imagination which ap-

peared during his time, Richardson's novels alone excited his admiration.

He could see little or no merit in Tom Jones, in Gulliver's Travels, or in

Tristram Shandy. To Thomson's Castle of Indolence, he vouchsafed only

a line of cold commendation, of commendation much colder than what he

has bestowed on the Creation of that portentous bore, Sir Richard Black-

naore. Gray was, in his dialect, a banen rascal. Churchill was a block-
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head. The contempt which he fell for the tra^h of Macphorson was indeed

just ; but it was, we suspect, just by chance. He de.spised the Fingal for the

very' reason which led many men of genius to admire it. He despised it,

not because it was essentially common-place, but because it had a sui>er-

ficial air of originality.

He was undoubtedly an excellent judge of compositions fashioned on his

own principles. But when a deeper philosophy was required, when he

nndertook to pronounce judgment on the works of those great minds which

. .eld homage only to eternal laws," his failure was ignominious. He criti-

i Pope's Epitaphs excellently. But his observations on Shakspeare's

\s and Milton's poems seem to us for the most part as wretched as if

y had been w ritten by Rymer himself, whom we take to have been the

. st critic that ever lived.

Some of Johnson's whims on literary subjects can be compared only to

[ strange nervous feeling which made him uneasy if he had not touched

IV post between the Mitre tavern and his own lodgings. His preference

Latin epitaphs to English epitaphs is an instance. An English epitaph,

^.lid, would disgrace Smollett. He declared that he would not pollute the

ll:, of WcsUniiister Abbey with an English epitaph on Goldsmith. What

on there can be for celebrating a British writer in Latin, \\hich there was

for covering the Roman arches of triumph with Greek inscriptions, or

commemorating the deeds of the heroes of Thermopyla: in Egyptian

...jioglyphics, we are utterly unable to imagine.

On men and manners, at least on the men and manners of a particular

place and a particular age, Johnson had certainly looked with a most obser-

vant and discriminating eye. His remarks on the education of children, on*^

marriage, on the economy of families, on the rules of .society, are always strik-

ing, and generally sound. In his writings, indeed, the knowledge of \\{e.y

which he possessed in an eminent degree is very imperfectly exhibited. Like

those unfortunate chiefs of the middle ages who were .suftbcated by their own

diain-mail and cloth of gold, his maxims perish under that load of words

which was designed for their defence and their ornament. But it is clear

from the remains of his conversation, that he had more of that homely

wisdom which nothing but experience and observation can give than any

wnter since the time of Swift. If he had been content to write as he talked,

he might have left books on the practical art of living superior to the Direc-

tions to Servants.

Yet even his remarks on society, like his remarks on literature, indicate

a mind at least as remarkable for narrowness as for strength. He was

no master of the great science of human nature. He had studied, not the

genus man, but the species Londoner. Nobody was ever so thoroughly con-

versant with all the fonns of life and all the shades of moral and intellectual

character which were to be seen from Islington to the Tliames and from

Hyde-Park comer to Mile-end green. But his philosophy stopped at the

first tumpike-gate. Of the rural life of England he knew nothing ; and he

took it for granted that every body who lived in the country was either stupid

or miserable. " Country gentlemen," said he, " must be unhappy ; for they

have not enough to keep their lives in motion ; " as if all those peculiar

habits and associations which made Fleet Street and Charing Cross the finest

views in the world to himself had been essential parts of human nature. Of

remote countries and past times he talked with wild and ignorant presump-

tion. " The Athenians of the age of Demosthenes," he .said to Mrs Tlirale,

"were a people of brutes, a barbarous people." In conversation with Sir

Adam Ferguson he u.sed similar language. " The Ijoa-sted Athenians," he

oaid, " were barbarians. The nixss of every people must be barbarous where

there is no printing." The fact was this : he saw^ that a Londoner who could
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not read was a very stupid and brutal fellow : he saw that great refinement

of taste and activity of intellect were rarely found in a Londoner who had
not read much ; and, because it was by means of books that people acquired

almost all their knowledge in the society with which he was acquainted, he
concluded, in defiance of the strongest and clearest evidence, that the human
mind can be cultivated by means of books alone. An Athenian citizen

might possess very few volumes ; and the largest library to which he had
access might be much less valuable than Johnson's bookcase in Bolt Court.

But the Athenian might pass every morning in conversation with Socrates,

and might hear Pericles speak four or five times evei7 month. He saw the

plays of Sophocles and Aristophanes : he walked amidst the friezes of

Phidias and the paintings of Zeuxis : he knev/ by heart the choruses of

/Eschylus : he heard the rhapsodist at the corner of the street reciting the

shield of Achilles or the Death of Argus : he was a legislator, conversant with

high questions of alliance, revenue, and war : he was a soldier, trained under
a liberal and generous discipline : he was a judge, compelled every day to

weigh the effect of opposite arguments. These things were in themselves an
education, an education eminently fitted, not, indeed, to form exact or pro-

found thinkers, but to give quickness to the perceptions, delicacy to the taste,

fluency to the expression, and politeness to the manners. All this was over-

looked. An Athenian who did not improve his mind by reading was, in

Johnson's opinion, much such a person as a Cockney who made his mark,
much such a person as black Frank before he went to school, and far inferior

to a parish clerk or a printer's devil.

Johnson's friends have allowed that he carried to a ridiculous extreme his

unjust contempt for foreigners. He pronounced the French to be a very silly

people, much behind us, stupid, ignorant creatures. And this judgment he
formed after having been at Paris about a month, during which he would not

talk French for fear of giving the natives an advantage over him in conver-

sation. He pronounced them, also, to be an indelicate people, because a

French footman touched the sugar with his fingers. That ingenious an(i

amusing traveller, M. Simond, has defended his countrj'men very success-

fully against Johnson's accusation, and has pointed out some English practices

which, to an impartial spectator, would seem at least as inconsistent with

physical cleanliness and social decorum as those which Johnson so bitterly

reprehended. To the sage, as Boswell loves to call him, it never occurred

to doubt that there must be something eternally and immutably good in the

usages to which he had been accustomed. In fact, Johnson's remarks on
society beyond the bills of mortality, are generally of much the same kind

with those of honest Tom Dawson, the English footman in Dr Moore's

Zeluco. " Suppose the king of France has no sons, but only a daughter, then,

when the king dies, this here daughter, according to that there law, cannot

be made queen, but the next near relative, provided he is a man, is made
king, and not the last king's daughter, which, to be sure, is very unjust.

The French footguards are dressed in blue, and all the marching regiments

in white, which has a very foolish appearance for soldiers ; and as for blue

regimentals, it is only fit for the blue horse or the artillery."

Johnson's visit to the Hebrides introduced him to a state of society com-
pletely new to liim ; and a salutary suspicion of his own deficiencies seems

on that occasion to have crossed his mind for the first time. He confessed,

in the last paragrajili of his Journey, that his thoughts on national manners
were the thoughts of one who had seen but little, of one who had passed his

time almost wholly in cities. This feeling, however, soon passed away. It

is remarkable that to the last he entertained a fixed contempt for all those

modes of life and those studies which tend to emancipate the mind from the

prejudices of a particular age or a particular nation. Of foreign travel and
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of history he spoke with the fierce aiul Ixjisterous contempt of ignorance.
• What docs a man learn by travelling? Is Beauclerk the Ix-tter for iravcU

- ? What dill Lord Charlemont learn in his travels, except that there was

uake in one of the pyramids of Egypt ? " Histor)- was, in his opinion, to

the fine expression of Lord I'lunkett, an old almanack : historians could,

I'.e conceived, claim no higlier dignity than that of almanack-makers ; and
> .Mvouritc historians w ere those who, like Lord Hailes, aspired to no higher

_nity. He always spoke with contempt of Robertson. Hume he would
•- even read. He affrontetl one of his friends for talking to him about

iiline's conspiracy, and declared that he never desired to hear of llie

aic war again as long as he lived.

Assuredly one fact which does not directly affect our own interests, con-

cred in itself, is no lietter worth knowing than another fact. The fact

t there is a snake in a pyramid, or the fact tliai Haimibal crossed the

; S are in themselves as unprofitable to us as the fact that there is a green

.d in a particular bouse in Threadneedle Street, or the fact that a Mr
. .;iiih comes into the city every morning on the top of one of the Blackwall

.-.tages. But it is certain that those who will not crack the shell of history

wiU never get at the kernel. Johnson, with hasty arrogance, pronounced

the kernel worthless, because he saw no value in the shell. The real use of

travelling to distant countries and of studying the annals of past times is to

preserve men from the contraction of mind which those can hardly escape

who.se whole communion is with one generation and one neighbourhood, who
arrive at conclusions by means of an induction not sutTiciently copious, and

who therefore constantly confound exceptions with rules, and accidents with

essential properties. In short, the real use of travelling and of studying

history is to keep men from being what Tom Dawson was in fiction, and

Samuel Johnson in reality.

Johnson, as Mr Burke most justly obser^'ed, appears far greater in Bos-

well's books than in his own. His conversation appears to have been quite

equal to his writings in matter, and far superior to them in manner. When
he talked, he clothed his wit and hi s sense in fo^-cible ,ind "-"'ml oitprpggjnng

A"? soon as he^toofc" liis pen tnTiTJTiand to write for the public, his style be-

came systematically vicious. All his books are written in a learned language,

in a language which nobody hears from his mother or his nurse, in a language

m which nobody ever quarrels, or drives bargains, or makes love, in a language

m which nobody ever thinks. It is clear that Johnson himself did not think

in the dialect in which he wrote. The expressions which came first to his

tongue were simple, energetic, and picturesque. When he wrote for publi-

cation, he did his sentences out of English into Johnsonese. His letters from

the Hebrides to Mrs Thrale are the original of that work of which the

Journey to the Hebrides is the translation ; and it is amusing to compare the

two versions. " When we were taken up stairs," says he in one of his

letters, " a dirty fellow bounced out of the bed on which one of us was to

lie." This incident is recorded in the Journey as follows :
" Out of one of

the beds on which we were to repose started up, at our entrance, a man
black as a Cyclops from the forge. .Sometimes Johnson translated aloud.

"The Rehearsal," he said, very unju.stly, " has not wit enough to keep it

sweet ;" then, after a pause, " it has not vitality enough to preserve it from

putrefaction."

Mannerism is pardonable, and is sometimes even agreeable, when the

manner, though vicious, is natural. Few readers, for example, would be

willing to part with the mannensm of Milton or of Burke. But a mannerism

which does not sit easy on the mannerist, which hxs l)een adopted on prin-

ciple, and which can be sustained oidy by constant effort, is always ofTcnsive.

And silch is the mannerism of Johnson.
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The characterislic faults of his style are so familiar to all our readers, and
have been so often burlesqued, that it is almost superfluous to point therr

out. It is well known that he made less use than any other eminent writer

of those strong plain words, Anglo-Saxon or Nonnan-French. of which the

roots lie in the inmost depths of our language ; and that he felt a vicious

partiality for terms which, long after our own speech had been fixed, were
borrowed from the Greek and Latin, and which, therefore, even when law-
fully naturalised, must be considered as bom aliens, not entitled to rank with
the king's English. His constant practice of padding out a sentence with
useless epithets, till it became as stiff as the bust of an exquisite, his antitheti-

cal forms of expression, constantly employed even where there is no opposi-

tion in the ideas expressed, his big words wasted on little things, his harsh
inversions, so widely different from those graceful and easy inversions which
give variety, spirit, and sweetness to the expression of our great old writers,

all these peculiarities have been imitated by his admirers and parodied by his

assailants, till the public has become sick of the subject.

Goldsmith said to him, very wittily and very justly, " If you were to write

a fable about little fishes, doctor, you would make the little fishes talk like

whales." No man surely ever had so little talent for personation as John-
son. Whether he wrote in the character of a disappointed legacy-hunter or

an empty town fop, of a crazy virtuoso or a flippant coquette, he WTOte in

the same pompous and unbending style. His speech, like Sir Piercy Shaf-

ton's Euphuistic eloquence, bewrayed him under every disguise. Euphelia
and Rhodoclea talk as finely as Imlac the poet, or Seged, Emperor of Ethi-

opia. The gay Cornelia describes her reception at the country-house of hei

relations, in such terms as these :
" I was surprised, after the civilities of my

first reception, to find, instead of the leisure and tranquillity which a niral

life always promises, and, if well conducted, might always afford, a confused

wildness of care, and a tumultuous hurry of diligence, by which every face

was clouded, and every motion agitated." The gentle Tranquilla infonns us.

that she "had not pa.ssed the earlier part of life wthout the flattery ol

courtship, and the joys of triumph ; but had danced the round of gaiety

amidst the munnurs of envy and the gi-atulations of applause, had been
attended from plexsure to pleasure by the great, the sprightly, and the vain,

and had seen her regard solicited by the obsequiousness of gallantry, the

gaiety of wit, and the timidity of love." Surely Sir John Falstaff himself did

not wear his petticoats with a worse grace. The reader may well cry out,

with honest Sir Hugh Evans, " I like not when a 'omanhasa great peard :

I spy a great peard under her muffler."
*

We had something more to say. But our article is already too long ; and
we must close it. We would fain p?rt in good humour from the hero, from
the biographer, and even from the editor, who, ill as he has perfomied his

task, has at least this claim to our gratitude, that he has induced us to read

Boswell's book again. As we close it the club-room is before us, and the

table on which stands the omelet for Nugent, and the lemons for Johnson.
There are assembled those heads which live for ever on the canvass of Rey-

nolds. There are the spectacles of Burke and the tall thin form of Langton,

the courtly sneer of Beauclerk and the beaming smile of Gairick, CUbbon
tapping his snuff-box and Sir Joshua with his trumpet in his ear. In the

foreground is that strange figure which is as familiar to us as the figures of

those among whom we have been brought up, the gigantic body, the huge
massy face, seamed with the scars of di.sease, the brovra coat, the black

worsted stockings, the grey wg with the scorched foretop, the dirty hands,

* It is prnpcr to observe that this passage bears a very close resemblance to a passage
in the Rambler (No. 20). The resemblance may possibly be the effect of unconscious
plagiarism.
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the nails bitten and pared tu the quick. We see the eyes and mouth moving
with convulsive twitches ; we see the heavy form rolling ; we hear it puffing

;

and then comes the "Why, sir I" and the "What then, sir?" and the
" No, sir I

" and the " You don't see your way through the.question, sir!"

What a singular destiny hxs been that of this remarkable man ! To be
regarded in his own age as a classic, and in ours as a companion ! To receive
i m his contemporaries that full homage which men of genius have in general

ceived only from jx)sterity ! To be more intimately known to posterity

an other men are known to their contemporaries I That kind of fame
' hich is commonly the most transient is, in his case, the most durable. The
putation of those writings, which he probably exj^ected to be immortal, is

c » er\- day fading ; while those i>eculiaritics of manner and that careless table-

t.ilk. the memory of which he probably thought woidd die with him, are

likeU- to be remcmbere<l as long as the English language is spoken in any
iuaiW^ of the globe.

JOHN BUNVAN. (December, 1831.)

Tne Pilgrittfs Promss. -with a Lt/e of John Buuyan. By Robert Sol'THEv, Esq.,

LLD., Poet-Laureate. Illustrated with Engravings. 8vo. London: 1830.

This Ls an eminently beautiful and splendid edition of a book which well

deser\es all that the printer and the engraver can do for it The Life of

Bunyan is of course, not a performance which can add much to the literary

reputation of such a writer as Mr Southey. But it is written in excellent

Knglish, and, for the most part, in an excellent spirit. Mr Southey propounds,

we need not say, many opinions from which we altogether dissent ; and his

attempts to excuse the odious persecution to which Hunyan was subjectetl

have sometimes movetl our indignation. But we will avoid this topic We
are at present much more inclined to join in paying homage to the genius of

a great man than to engage in a controversy concerning church government
and toleration.

We must not pass without notice the engravings with which this volume
is decorated. Some of Mr Heath's wood-cuts are admirably designed and
executed. Mr Martin's illustrations do not please us quite so well. His
Valley of the Shadow of Death is not that \'alley of the Shadow of Death
which Bunyan imagined. At all event-s it is not that dark and horrible

glen which has from childhootl been in our mind's eye. The valley is a

cavern : the quagmire is a lake ; the straight path runs zigzag : and Chris-

tian appears like a <T>eck in the darkness of the immense vault. We miss,

too, those hideous forms which make so striking a part of tlie description of

Bunyan, and which Salv'ator Rosa would have loved to draw. It is with

unfeigned diffidence that we pronounce judgment on any question relating

to the art of painting. But it appears to us that Mr Martin has not of late

been fortunate in his choice of subjects. He should never have attempted

to iUostrate the Paradise Lost. There can be no two manners more directly

opposed to each other than the manner of his painting and the manner of

'niton's poetry. Those things which are mere accessories in the de.scrip-

ns become the principal objects in the pictures ; and those figures which
I'c most prominent in the descriptions can be detecte<i in the pictures only

by a very close scrutiny. Mr Martin has succeeded perfectly in representing

the pillars and candelabras of Pandaemonium. But he has forgotten that

Milton's Pandaemonium is merely the background to Satan. In tlie picture,

the Archangel is scarcely visible amidst the entlless colonnades of his infernal

palace. Milton's Paradise, again, is merely the background to his .Vdam
and Eve. But in Mr Martins picture the landscape is every thing. Adam,
Eve, and Raphael, attract much less notice than the lake and the mountains,



j86 SOUTHEY'S edition OF

the gigantic flowers, and the girafles which feed upon them. We read that

James the Second sat to Varelst, the great flower-painter. When the per-

formance was finished, his Majesty appeared in the midst of a bower of sun-

flowers and tulips, which completely drew away all attention from the
central figure. All who looked at the portrait took it for a flower-piece.

Mr Martin, we think, introduces his im.measurable spaces, his innumerable
multitudes, his gorgeous prodigies of architecture and landscape, almost as

unseasonably as Varelst introduced his flower-pots and nosegays. If Mr
Martin were to paint Lear in the storm, we suspect that the blazing sky, the
sheets of rain, the swollen torrents, and the tossing forest, would draw away
all attention from the agonies of the insulted king and father. If he were
to paint the deatii of Lear, the old man asking the by-standers to undo his

button, would be thrown into the shade by a vast blaze of pavilions, stand-

ards, armour, and heralds' coats. Mr Martin would illustrate the Orlando
Furioso well, the Orlando Innamorato still better, the Arabian Nights best

of all. Fairy palaces and gardens, porticoes of agate, and groves flowering

with emeralds and rubies, inhabited by people for whom nobody cares, these

are his proper domain. He would succeed admirably in the enchanted
ground of Alcina, or the mansion of Aladdin. But he should avoid Milton
and Bunyan.
The characteristic peculiarity of the Pilgrim's Progress is that it is the only

work of its kind which possesses a strong human interest. Other allegories

only amuse the fancy. The allegoiy of Bunyan has been read by many
thousands with tears. There are some good allegories in Johnson's works,
and some of still higher merit by Addison. In these performances there is,

perhaps, as much wit and ingenuity as in the Pilgrim's Progress. But the
pleasure which is produced by the Vision of Mirza, the Vision of Theodore,
the genealogy of Wit, or the contest between Rest and Labour, is exactly

similar to the pleasure which we derive from one of Cowley's odes or from
a canto of Hudibras. It is a pleasure which belongs wholly to the under-
standing, and in which the feelings have no part whatever. Nay, even
Spenser himself, though assuredly one of the greatest poets that ever lived,

could not succeed in the attempt to make allegory interesting. It was in

vain that he lavished the riches of his mind on the House of Pride and the

House of Temperance. One unpardonable fault, the fault of tediousness,

pervades the whole of the Fairy Queen. We become sick of cardinal virtues

and deadly sins, and long for the society of i>lain men and women. Of the
persons who read the first canto, not one in ten reaches the end of the first

book, and not one in a hundred perseveres to the end of the poem. Very
few and very weary are those who are in at the death of the Blatant Beast.

If the last six hooks, which are said to have been destroyed in Ireland, had
been preserved, we doubt whether any heart less stout than that of a com-
mentator would have held out to the end.

It is not so with the Pilgrim's Progress. That wonderful book, while it

obtains admiration from the most fastidious critics, is loved by those who are

too simple to admire it. Dr Johnson, all whose studies were desultory, and
who hated, as he said, to read books through, made an exception in favour
of the Pilgrim's Progress. That work was one of the two or three works
which he wished longer. It was by no common merit that the illiterate

sectary extracted praise like this fi om the most pedantic of critics and the

most bigoted of Tories. In the wildest parts of Scotland the Pilgrim's Pro-

gress is the delight of tljgjjeasantry. In every nursery the Pilgrim's Progress

is a greater favourite than Jack the Giant-killer. Eveiy reader knows the

straight and narrow path as well as he knows a road in which he has gone
backward and forward a hundred times. This is the highest miracle of

genius, that things which are not should be as though they were, that the
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nnaginations of one mind sliould become the personal recollections of an-

;'iher. And this miracle the tinker has wrought. There is no ascent, no
declivity, no resting-place, no lum-stile, with which we are not perfectly

acquainted. The wicket gate, and the desolate swamp which separates it j
from the City of Destruction, the long line of road, as straight as a nile can
make it, the Interpreter's house and all its fair shows, the prisoner in the iron

cage, the palace, at the doors of which armed men kept guard, and on the

battlements of which walked persons ckithed all in gold, the cross and the

sepulchre, tlie steep hill and the pleasant arbour, the stately front of the

House Beautiful by the wayside, the chained hons crouching in the porcli,

the low green valley of Humiliation, rich with grass and covered with tlocks,

all are as well known to us as the sights of our own street. Then we come
to the narrow place where Apollyon strode right across the whole breadth
of the way, to stop the journey of Christian, and where afterwards the pillar

was set up to testify how bravely the pilgrim had fought the good fight. As
we advance, the valley becomes deeper and deeper. The shade of the

precipices on both sides falls blacker and blacker. The clouds gather over-

head. Doleful voices, the clanking of chains, and the rushing of many feel

to and fro, are heard through the darkness. The way, hardly discernible

in gloom, runs close by the mouth of the burning pit, which sends forth its

flames, its noisome smoke, and its hideous shapes, to terrify the adventurer.

Thence he goes on, amidst the snares and pitfalls, with the mangled bodies

of those who have perished lying in the ditch by his side. At the end of «
tlie long dark valley he passes the dens in which the old giants dwelt, amidst I

the bones of [hose whom they had slain.

Then the road passes straight on through a waste moor, till at length the

towers of a distant city appear before the traveller ; and soon he is iq the
midst of the innumerable multitudes of Vanity Fair There are the jug-

glers and tlie apes, the sliops and th puppet-shows. There are Italian Row,
and French Row, and Spanish Row, and British Row, with their crowds of

buyers, sellers, and loungers, jabbering all the languages of the earth.

Thence we go on by the little hill of the silver mine, and through the
meadow of lilies, along the bank of that pleasant river which is bordered on
both sides by fruit-trees. On the left branches ofi" the path leading to the
horrible castle, the court-yard of which is paved with the skulls of pilgrims

;

and right onward are the sheepfolds and orchards of the Delectable Mountains.
From the Delectable Mountains, the way lies through the fogs and briers

of the Enchanted Grounil, with here and there a bed of soft cushions spread
under a green arbour. And beyond is the land of Beulah, where the flowers,
the grapes, and the songs of birds never cease, ami where the sun shines
night and day. Thence are plainly seen the golden pavements and streets
of f)earl, on the other side of that black and cold river over which there is

no bridge.

All the stages of the journey, all the forms which cross or overtake the
pilgrims, giants, and hobgoblins, ill-favoured ones and shining ones, the tall,

comely, swarthy Madam Bubble, with her great purse by her side, and her
fingers playing with the money, the black man in the bright vesture, Mr
Worldly Wiseman and my Lord Hategood, Mr Talkative and Mrs Tim-
orous, all are actually existing beings to us. We follow the travellers

through their allegorical progress with interest not inferior to that with
which we follow Elizabeth from Siberia to Moscow, or Jeanie Deans from
Edinburgh to London. Bunyan is almost the only writer who ever gave to ;,,

the abstract the interest of the concrete. In the works of many celebrated
authors, men are mere personifications. We have not a jealous man, but
jealousy, not a traitor, but perfidy, not a patriot, but patriotism. The
mind of Bunyan, on the contrary, was so imaginative that personifications,
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when he dealt with them, became men. A dialogue between two qualities,

in his dream, has more dramatic effect than a dialogue between two human
beings in most plays. In this respect the genius of Bunyan bore a great

resemblance to that of a man who had very little else in common with him,

Percy Bysshe Shelley. The strong imagination of Shelley made him an
idolater m his own despite,

i
Out of the most mdefinite terms of a hard, cold,

dark, metaphysical system, he made a gorgeous Pantheon, full of beautiful,

majestic, and life-like foi^ms. He turned atheism itself into a mythology,
rich with visions as glorious as the gods that live in the marble of Phidias,

or the virgin saints that smile on us from the canvass of Murillo. The
Spirit of Beauty, the Principle of Good, the Principle of Evil, when he treated

of them, ceased to be abstractions. They took shape and coloui". They
were no longer mere words; but "intelligible forms," "fair humanities,"

objects of love, of adoration, or of fear. As there can be no stronger sign

of a mind destitute of the poetical faculty than that tendency which was so

common among the writers of the French school to turn images into abstrac-

tions, Venus, for example, into Love, Minerva into Wisdom, Mars into War,
and Bacchus into Festivity, so there can be no sign of a mind truly

poetical than a disposition to reverse this abstracting process, and to make
individuals out of generalities. Some of the meta]Dhysical and ethical theories

of Shelley were certainly most absurd and pernicious. But we doubt whether
any modem poet has possessed in an equal degiee some of the highest quali-

ties of the great ancient masters. The words bard and inspiration, which
seem so cold and affected when applied to other modern writers, have a per-

fect propriety when applied to him. He was not an author, but a bard.

His poetry seems not to have been an art, but an inspiration. Had he lived

to the full age of man, he might not improbably have given to the world some
great work of the very highest rank in design and execution. But, alas !

6 Ad^ws ?;Sa pbov iiCKvci Siva

rbv Mtjcrais <f>i\ov &v5pa, tov ov Ni^/U^atcrti' drrexOv-

But we must return to Bunyan. The Pilgrim's Progress undoubtedly is

not a perfect allegory. The types are often inconsistent with each other

;

and sometimes the allegorical disguise is altogether thrown off. The river,

for example, is emblematic of death ; and we are told that every human
being must pass through the river. But Faithful does not pass through it.

He is martyred, not in shadow, but in reality, at Vanity Fair. Hopeful talks

to Christian about Esau's birthright and about his own convictions of sin as

Bunyan might have talked with one of his own congregation. The damsels
at the House Beautiful catechize Christiana's boys, as any ladies might
catechize any boys at a Sunday School. But we do not believe that any man,
whatever might be his genius, and whatever his good luck, could long con-

tinue a figurative history without falling into many inconsistencies. We are

sure that inconsistencies, scarcely less gross than the worst into which Bun-
yan has fallen, may be found in the shortest and most elaborate allegories of

the Spectator and the Rambler. The Tale of a Tub and the History of John
Bull swann with similar errors, if the name of error can be properly ajjplied

to that which is unavoidable. It is not easy to make a simile go on all-fours.

But we believe that no human ingenuity could produce such a centipede as

a long allegory in which the correspondence between the outward sign and
tlie thing signified should be exactly preserved. Certainly no writer, ancient
or modem, has yet achieved the adventure. The best thing, on the whole,
that an allcgorist can do, is to present to his readers a succession of analogies,

each of which may separately be striking and happy, without loolcing very

nicely to see whether they harmonize with each other. This Bunyan has
done ; and, though a minute scmtiny may detect inconsistencies in every
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page of his Tale, the general effect which the Tale produces on all persons,

luarneil and unlearned, proves that he has done well. The passages which
H is most difficult to defend are those in which he altogether drops the alie-

nor)', and puts into the mouth of his pilgrims religious ejaculations anil dis

juisitions, better suited to his own pulpit at Bedford or Reading than to the

1 .nchanted Ground or to the Interpreter's Garden. Yet even these passages,

though we will not undertake to defend them against the objections of

critics, we feel that we could ill spare. We feel that the story owes much
of its charm to these occasional glimpses of solemn and affecting subjects,

which will not be hidden, which force themselves through the veil, and
appear before us in their native aspect. The effect is not unlike that which
is said to have been produced on the ancient stage, when the eyes of the

actor were seen flaming through his mask, and giving life and expression to

vvhat would else have been an inanimate and uninteresting disguise.

It is very amusing and very instructive to compare the Pilgrim's Progress

with the Grace Abounding. The latter work is indeed one of the most
remarkable pieces of autobiography in the world. It is a full and open con-

fession of the fancies which passed through the mind of an illiterate ihan,

whose affections were warm, whose nerves were irritable, whose imagina-

tion was ungovernable, and who was under the influence of the strongest

rehgious excitement. In whatever age Bunyan had lived, the history of his

feelings would, in all probability, have been very curious. But the time in I

which his lot was cast was the time of agieat stirring of the human mind. A_J/
tremendous burst of public feeling, produced by the tyranny of the hierarchy,

menaced the old ecclesiastical institutions with destruction. To the gloomy
regularity of one intolerant Church had succeeded the license of innumerable

sects, drunk with the sweet and heady must of their new liberty. Fanati-

cism, engendered by persecution, and destined to engender persecution in

turn, spread rapidly through society. Even the strongest and most com-
manding minds were not proof against this strange taint. Any time might
have produced George Fox and James Naylor. But to one time alone belong -

the frantic delusions of such a statesman as Vane, and the hysterical tears

of such a soldier as Cromwell.
The history of Bunyan is the history of a most excitable mind in an age >

of excitement. By most of his biographers he has been treated with gross

injustice. They have understood in a popular sense all those strong terms of

self-condemnation which he employed in a theological sense. They have,

therefore, represented him as an abandoned wretch, reclaimed by means
almost miraculous ; or, to use their favourite metaphor, "as a brand plucked
from the burning." Mr Ivimey calls him the depraved Bunyan and the

wicked tinker of Elstow. Surely Mr Ivimey ought to have been too familiar

with the bitter accusations which the most pious people are in the habit

of bringing against them.selves, to understand literally all the strong expres-

sions which are to be found in the Grace Abounding. It is quite clear, as

Mr Southey most justly remarks, that Bunyan never was a vicious man. He
married very early ; and he solemnly declares that he was strictly faithful to

his wife. He does not appear to have been a drunkard. He owns, indeed,

that when a boy he never spoke without an oath. But a single admonition
cured him of this bad habit for life ; and the cure must have been wrought
early ; for at eighteen he was in the army of the Parliament ; and, if he had
carried the vice of profanene.ss into that service, he would doubtless have
received something more than an admonition from .Serjeant Bind-their-kings-

in-chains. or Captain IIew-.\gag-in-pieces-before-the-Lord. Bell-ringing,

and playing at hockey on Sundays, seem to have been the worst vices of

this depraved tinker. They would have passed for virtues with Archbi.shop

Laud. It is quite clear that, from a very early age. Bunyan was a man of a

G



190 SOUTHS Y'S EDIT/ON OF

strict life and of a tender conscience. " He had been," says Mr Southey, "a
blackguard." Even this we think too hard a censure. Bunyan was not,

tve admit, so fine a gentleman as Lord Digby ; but he was a blackguard no
otherwise than as every labouring man that ever lived has been a blackguard.
Indeed Mr Southey acknowledges this. " Such he might have been ex-

pected to be by his birth, breeding, and vocation. Scarcely indeed, by
possibility, could he have been otherwise." A man whose manners and
sentiments are decidedly below those of his class deserves to be called a

blackguard. But it is surely unfair to apply so strong a word of reproach to

one who is only what the great mass of every community must inevitably be.

Those horrible internal conflicts which Bunyan has descril)ed vnth so much
power of language prove, not that he was a worse man than his neighbours,

but that his mind was constantly occupied by religious considerations, that

his fervour exceeded his knowledge, and that his imagination exercised despotic

power over his body and mind. He heard voices from heaven. He saw
strange visions of distant hills, pleasant and sunny as his own Delectable

Mountains. From those abodes he was shut out, and placed in a dark and
horrible wilderness, where he wandered through ice and snow, striving to

make his way into the happy region of light. At one time he was seized with
an inclination to work miracles. At another time he thought himself actually

possessed by the devil. He could distinguish the blasphemous whispers.

He felt his infernal enemy pulling at his clothes behind him. He spurned
with his feet and struck with his hands at the destroyer. Sometimes he was
tempted to sell his part in the salvation of mankind. Sometimes a violent

impulse urged him to start up from his food, to fall on his knees, and to break
forth into prayer. At length he fancied that he had committed the unpar-
donable sin. His agony convulsed his robust frame. He was, he says, as if

his breast bone would split ; and this he took for a sign that he was destined to

burst asunder like Judas. The agitation of his nei-ves made all his movements
tremulous ; and this trembling, he supposed, was a visible mark of his repro-

bation, like that which had been set on Cain. At one time, indeed, an en-

couraging voice seemed to rush in at the window, like the noise of wind, but
very pleasant, and commanded, as he says, a great calm in his soul. At
another time, a word of comfort " was spoke loud unto him ; it .showed a great

word ; it seemed to be writ in great letters." But these intervals of ease

were short. His state, during two years and a half, was generally the most
horrible that the human mind can imagine. " I walked," says he, with his

own peculiar eloquence, " to a neighbouring town; and sat down upon a

settle in the street, and fell into a very deep pause about the most fearful state

my sin had brought me to ; and, after long musing, I lifted up my head ; but
methought I saw as if the sun that shincth in tlie heavens did grudge to give

me light ; and as if the very stones in the street, and tiles upon the houses,

did band themselves against me. Methought that they all combined together

to banish me out of the world. I was abhorred of them, and unfit to dwell

among them, because I had sinned against the Saviour. Oh, how happy now
was every creature over I ! for they stood fast, and kept their station. But
I was gone and lost." Scarcely any madhouse could produce an instance

of delu.sion so strong, or of misery so acute.

It was through this valley of the Shadow of Death, overhung by darkness,

peopled with devils, resounding with blasphemy and lamentation, and passing

amidst quagmires, snares, and pitfalls, close by the ver)' mouth of hell, that

Bunyan journeyed to that bright and fruitful land of Beulah, in which he
sojourned during the latter period of his pilgrimage. The only trace which
his cruel sufferings and temptations seem to have left behind them was an
affectionate compassion for those who were still in the state in whicli lie had
once been. Religion has scarcely ever worn a form so calm and soothing as
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!:i his allegory. The feeling which preiiominates through the whole book is

feeling of tcndemoKs fui,yeak, tirniijj^and hara^edjaiuds. The character
1 Mr Fearing, of Mr Feeble-mind, of ^Ir ricspondency and his daughter
M is.>; Muchafraid, the account of poor I iitlcfaith wlio was robbed by the three
iiieves, of iiis spending money, the description of Christian's terror in the
imgeons of Giant Despair and in his passage through the river, all clearly

how how strong a sympathy Hunyan felt, after his own mind had become
Llear and cheerful, for persons afflicted with religious melancholy.
Mr Southey, who has no love for the Calvinists, admits that, if Calvinism

hail never worn a blacker appearance than in Banyan's works, it would never
have become a term of reproach. In fact, those w orks of Bunyan with which
we are acquainted are by no means more Calvinistic than the articles and
homilies of the Church of England. The moderation of his opinions on the

subject of predestination gave offence to some zealous persons. We have seen
an absurd allcgor)-, the heroine of which is named Hephzibah, WTitten by some
raving supralapsarian preacher who was dissatisfied with the mild theology
' f the Pilgrim s Progress. In this foolish book, if we recollect rightly, the

interpreter is called the Enlightener, and the House Beautiful is Castle

Strength. Mr Southey tells us that the Catholics had also their Pilgrim's

Progress, without a Giant Pope, in which the Interpreter is the Director, and
the House Beautiful Grace's Hall. It is surely a remarknble proof of the

power of Bunyan's genius, that two religious parties, both of which regarded

iiLs opinions as heterodox, should have had recourse to him for assistance.

There are, we think, some characters and scenes in the Pilgrim's Progress,

which can be fully comprehended and enjoyed only by persons familiar with

the history of the times through which Bunyan lived. The character of Mr
Greatheart, the guide, is an example. His fighting is, of course, allegorical ; but

the allegory is not strictly preserved. He delivers a sermon on imputed right-

eousness to his companions ; and, soon after, he gives battle to Giant Grim,
who had taken upon him to back the lions. He expounds the fifty-third

chapter of Isaiah to the household and guests of Gaius ; and then he sallies

out to attack Slaygood, who was of the nature of flesh-eaters, in his den.

These are inconsistencies ; but they are inconsistencies which add, we think,

to the interest of the narrative. We have not the least doubt that Bunyan
had in view some stout old Greatheart of Xaseby and Worcester, who prayed
with hii men before he drilled them, who knew tiie spiritual state of every

dragoon in his troop, and who, with the praises of God in his mouth, and a

two-edged sword in his hand, had turned to (light, on many fields of battle,

•he swearing, dnmken bravoes of Rupert and Lunsford.

Ever)' age produces such men as By-ends. But the middle of tlie seven-

teenth centur)' was eminently prolific of such men. Mr Southey thinks that

the satire was aimed at .some particular individual ; and this seems by no
mean.-> improbable. At all events, Bunyan must have known many of those

hypocrites who followed religion only when religion walked in silver slippers,

when the sun shone, and when the people applauded. Indeed he might
have easily found all the kindred of By-ends amoi.g the public men of his

time. He might have found among the peers my Lord Turn-about, my
I^jrd Time-server, and my Lord Fair-speech ; in the House of Commons,
Mr Smooth-man, Mr .\nything, and Mr Facing-both-ways ; nor would " the

I
arson of the parish, Mr Two-tongues," have been wanting. The town of

Bedford probably contained mnre than one (lolitician who, after contriving

to raise an estate by seeking the Lord during the reign of the saints, contrived

to keep what he had got by persecuting the saints during the rt-ign uf the

strumpets, and more than one priest who, during repeated changes in the

disciphne and doctrines of the church, had remained constant to nothing but
his benefice.
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One of the most remarkable passages in tlie Pilgrim's Progress is that in

R'hich the proceedings against P'aithful are described. It is impossible to

doubt that Biinyan intended to satirise the mode in which state trials were
conducted under Charles the Second. The license given to the witnesses

for the prosecution, the shameless partiality and ferocious insolence of the

judge, the precipitancy and the blind rancour of the jury, remind us of those

odious mummeries which, from the Restoration to the Revolution, were
merely forms preliminary to hanging, drawing, and quartering. Lord Hate-

good performs the office of counsel for the prisoners as well as Scroggs him-

self could have performed it.

" Judge. Thou runagate, heretic, and traitor, hast thou heard what these honest gen-
tlemen have witnt'ssed against thee?

" Faithful. May I speak a few words in my own defence?
" Judge. Sirrah, sirrah ! thou deservest to live no longer, but to be slain immediately

upon the place : yet, that all men may see our gentleness to thee, let us hear what thou,

vile runagate, hast to say."

No person who knows the state trials can be at a loss for parallel cases.

Indeed, write what Bunyan would, the baseness and cruelty of the lawyers

of those times " sinned up to it still," and even went beyond it. The ima-

ginary trial of Faithful, before a juiy composed of personified vices, was just

and merciful, when compared with the real trial of Alice Lisle before that

tribunal where all the vices sat in the person of Jefferies.

The style of Bunyan is delightful to every reader, and invaluable as a study

to every person who wishes to obtain a wide command over the English lan-

guage. The vocabulary is the vocabulary of the common people. There
is not an expression, if we except a few technical terms of theology, which
would puzzle the rudest peasant. We have observed several pages which
do not contain a single word of more than two syllables. Yet no writer has

said more exactly what he meant to say. For magnificence, for pathos, for

vehement exhortation, for subtle disquisition, for every purpose of the poet,

the orator, and the divine, this homely dialect, the dialect of plain working
men, was perfectly sufficient. There is no book in our literature on which
we would so readily stake the fame of the old unpolluted English language,

no book which shows so well how rich that language is in its own proper

wealth, and how little it has been improved by all that it has borrowed.
Cowper said, forty or fifty years ago, that he dared not name John Bunyan

in his verse, for fear of moving a sneer. To our refined forefathers, we sup-

pose, Lord Roscommon's Essay on Translated Verse, and the Duke of

Buckinghamshire's Essay on Poetry, appeared to be compositions infinitely

superior to the allegory of the preaching tinker. We live in better times
;

and we are not afraid to say, that, though there were many clever men in

England during the latter half of the seventeenth century, there were only two
minds which possessed the imaginative faculty in a very eminent degree. One of

those minds produced the Paradise Lost, the other the Pilgrim's Progress.

JOHN HAMPDEN. (December, 1831.)

Sonif Memorials ofJohn Hatn/>den, his Party, and his Times. By Lord Nugent.
2 vols. 8vo. London : 1831.

We have read this book with great pleasure, though not exactly with that

kind of pleasure which we had expected. We had hoped that Lord Nugent
would have been able to collect, from family papers and local traditions,

much new and interesting information respecting the life and character of

the renowned leader of the Long Parliament, the first of those great English

commoners whose plain addition of Mister has, to our ears, a more majestic

sound than the proudest of the feudal titles. In this hope we have been dis-
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Appointed ; but X'wuredly not from any want of zeal or diligence on the part

•f the noble biographer. Even at Hampden, there are, it seems, no im-
portant papers relating to the most illustrious proprietor of that ancient

domain. The most valuable memorials of him which still exist, belong to

the family of his friend. Sir John Eliot. Lord Eliot has furnished the por-

trait which is engraved for this work, together with some ver)- interesting

letters. The portrait is undoubtedly an original, and probably the only
original now in e.\istence. The intellectual forehead, the mild penetration

of the eye, and the inflexible resolution expressed by the lines of the mouth,
sufficiently guarantee the likeness. We shall probably make some extracts

from the letters. They contain almost all the new information that Lord
Nugent has been able to procure resi)ecting the private pursuits of the

great man whose memory he worships with an enthusiastic, but not extra-

vagant, veneration.

The public life of Hampden is surrounded by no obscurity. His histoiy,

more particularly from the year 1640 to his death, is the history of England.
These Memoirs must be considered as Memoirs of the history of England ,

and, as such, they well deserve to be attentively perused. They contain

some curioub facts which, to us at least, are new, much spirited narr^'tive.

many judicious remarks, and much eloquent declamation.

We are not sure that even the want of information respecting the private

character of Hampden is not in itself a circumstance as strikingly charac-

teristic as any which the most minute chronicler, O'Meara, Mrs Thrale, or

Boswell himself, ever recorded concerning their heroes. The celebrated

Puntan leader is an almost solitary instance of a great man who neither

sought nor shunned greatness, who found glory only because glory lay in

the plain path of duty. During more than forty years he was known to his

country neighbours as a gentleman of cultivated mind, of high principles, of

polished address, happy in his family, and active in the discharge of local

duties ; and to political men, as an honest, industrious, and sensible member
of Parliament, not eager to display his talents, stanch to his party, and at-

t.ciUive to the interests of his constituents. A great and terrible crisis came.
V direct attack was made by an arbitrary government on a sacred right <jf

I ngiishmen, on a right which was the chief security for all their other rights.

The nation looked round for a defender. Calmly and unostentatiously the

plain Buckinghamshire Esquire placed himself at the head of his countr)--

men, and right before the face and across the path of tyranny. The times

grew darker and more troubled. Public service, perilous, arduous, delicate,

was required ; and to every service the intellect and the courage of this won-
derful man were found fully equal. He liecame a debater of the first order,

a most dexterous manager of the House of Commons, a negotiator, a soldier.

He governed a fierce and turbulent assembly, abounding in able men, as easily

as he had governed his family. He showed himself as competent to direct a

campaign as to conduct the business of the petty sessi(jns. We can scarcely

express the admiration which we feel for a mind so great, and, at the same
time, so healthful and so well proportioned, so willingly contracting itself

to the humblest duties, so easily expanding itself to the highest, so contented
in repose, s<j powerful in action. Almost every part of this virtuous and
blameless life which is not hidden from us in modest privacy is a precious

and splendid portion of our national history. Had the private conduct of

Fampden afforded the slightest pretence for censure, he would have been
assailed by the same blind malevolence which, in defiance of the clearest

proofs, still continues to call Sir John Eliot an assassin. Had there been
even any weak part in the character of Hampden, had his manners been in

any respect open to ridicule, we may be sure that no mercy would have been
shown to him bv the writers of Charles's faction. Those writers have care-
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fully preserved every little circumstance which could tend to make their

opponents odious or contemptible. They have made themselves merry with

the cant of injudicious zealots. They have told us that Pym broke down in

a speech, that Ireton had his nose pulled by Hollis, that the Earl of Nor-
thumberland cudgelled Henry .Marten, that St John's manners were sullen,

that Vane had an ugly face, that Cromwell had a red nose. But neither the

artful Clarendon nor the scurrilous Denham could venture to throw the

slightest imputation on the morals or the manners of Hampden. What wiis

the opinion entertained respecting him by the best men of his time, we learn

from Ba.xter. That eminent person, eminent not only for his piety and his

fervid devotional eloquence, but for his moderation, his knowledge of politi-

cal affairs, and his skill in judging of characters, declared in the Saint's Rest

that one of the pleasures which he hoped to enjoy in heaven was the society

of Hampden. In the editions printed after the Restoration, the name of

Hampden was omitted. " But I must tell tlie reader," says Baxter, " that

I did blot it out, not as changing my opinion of the person. . . . Mr
John Hampden was one that friends and enemies acknowledged to be most
eminent for prudence, piety, and peaceable counsels, having the most imi-

versal praise of any gentleman that I remember of that age. I remember a

moderate, prudent, aged gentleman, far from him, but acquainted with him,

whom I have heard saying, that if he might choose what person he wou]<l

be then in the world, he would be John Hampden." We cannot but regret

that we have not fuller memorials of a man who, after passing through the

most severe temptations by which human virtue can be tried, after acting a

most "conspicuous part in a revolution and a civil war, could yet deserve such

praise as this from such authority. Yet the want of memorials is surely the

best proof that hatred itself could find no blemish on his memory.
The story of his early life is soon told. He was the head of a family which

had been settled in Buckinghamshire before the Conquest. Part of the estate

which he inherited had been bestowed by Edward the Confessor on BaldwjTi

de Hampden, whose name seems to indicate that he was one of the Norman
favourites of the last Saxon king. During the contest between the houses of

York and Lancaster, the Hampdens adhered to the party of the Red Rose,

and were, consequently, persecuted by Edward the P'ourth, and favoured by
Henry the Seventh. Under the Tudors, the family was great and flourishing.

Griffith Hampden, high sheriff of Buckinghamshire, entertained Elizabeth

with great magnificence at his seat. His son, William Hampden, sate in

the Parliament which that queen summoned in the year 1593. William
married Elizabeth Cromwell, aunt of the celebrated man who afterwards

governed the British islands with more than regal power ; and from this

marriage sprang John Hampden.
He was born in 1594. In 1597 his father died, and left him heir to a very

large estate. After passing some years at the grammar-school of Thame,
young Hampden was sent, at fifteen, to Magdalene College, in the Univer-
sity of Oxford. At nineteen, he was admitted a student of the Inner Temple,
where he made himself master of the principles of the English law. In 1619
he married Elizabeth Symeon, a lady to whom he appears to have been
fondly attached. In the fiillowing year he was returned to parliament by a

borough which has in our time obtained a miserable celebrity, the borough
of Grampound.
Of his private life during his early years little is known beyond what

Clarendon has told us. " In his entrance into the world," says that great

historian, "he indulged himself in all the license in .sports, and exercises,

and company, which were used by men of the most jolly conversation." A
remarkable change, however, passed on his character. " On a sudden," says

Clarendon, " from a life of great pleasure and license, he retired to extra-
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imlinary sohriety and strictness, to a more reserved and melancholy society."

It ia probable that this change took place when Hampiien was about twenty-

five years old. At that age he was united to a woman whom he loved and
esteemed. At that ay;e he entered into political life. \ mind so iiappily

constitute*! as his would naturally, under such circumstances, relinquish the

pleasures of dissipation for domestic enjoyments and public duties.

His enemies have allowed that he was a man in whom virtue showed itself

in its mildest and least austere form. With the morals of a Puritan,' he had
the manners of an accomplished courtier. Even after the chanj^'e in his

habits, "he preserved," says Clarendon, "his own natural cheerfulness and
vivacity, and, above all, a (lowing courtesy to all men." These qualities

distingiiished him from mo»l of the members of his sect and his party, and,

m the great crisis in \\ hich he afterwards took a principal part, were of scarcely

less ser\-ice to the conntrA- than his keen sagacity and his dauntless courage.

In January, 1621, Hampden took his seat in the House of Commons. His
mother was exceedingly desirous that her son should obtain a peerage. His

family, his possessions, and his personal accomplibhments were such, as

would, in any age, have justified him in pretending to that honour. But in

the reign of James the First there was one short cut to the House of Lords.

It was but to ask, to pay, and to have. The sale of titles was carried on as

openly as the sale of borough> in our times. Hampden turned away with

conlempt from the degrading honours with which his familydesired to see him
invested, and attached himself to the party which was in opposition t" the court.

It was about this time, as Lord Nugent has justly remarked, that parlia-

mentary opposition began to take a regular form. From a veiy early age the

English had enjoyed a far larger share of liberty ilian had fallen lo the lot of

any neighbouring people. How it chanced that a country conquered and

enslaved by invaders, a country of which the soil had been portioned out

among foreign adventurers, and of w hich the laws were written in a foreign

tongue, a country given over to that worst tyranny, the tyranny of caste over

caste, should have become the seat of civil liberty, the object of the admira-

tion and envy of surrounding states, is one of the most obscure problems in

the philosophy of history. But the fact is ce.lain. Witldn a century and a

half after the Norman conquest, the Great Charter was conceded. Within
two centuries after the Conquest, the first House of Commons met. Froissart

tells us, what indeei' liis whole narrative sufficiently proves, that, of all the

nations of the fourteenth century, the English were the least disposed to

endure oppression. " C'est le plus perilleux peuple qui soit au monde, et

plus outrageux et orgueilleux." The good canon probably did not perceive

that all the prosperity and internal peace which this dangerous people en-

joyed were the fruits of the spirit which he designates as proud and outrageous.

He has, however, borne ample testimony to the effect, though he was not

sagacious enough to trace it to its cause. "En le royaume d'Angleterre,"

says he, "toutesgens, laboureurs et marchands, ont appris de vivrtenpaix,

et a mener leurs mr.rchandises paisiblement, et les laboureurs labourer." In

the fifteenth century, though Engl.and was convuhsed by the struggle between
the two branches of the royal family, the physical and moral condition of the

people continued to improve. \ illenage almost wholly disappeared. The
calamities of war were little fi. It, except b\ those who bore arms. The op-

pressions of the government were little felt, except by the aristocracy. The
institutions of the country, when compared with the institutions of the neigh-

bouring kingdoms, seem lo have been not undeserving of the praises of

F"ortescue. The government of i-ldward the Fourth, though we call it cruel

and arbitrary, was humane and liberal when compared with that of Louis

the Eleventh, or that of Charles the Bold. Comines, who had lived amidst

the wealthy cities of Flanders, and who had visited Florence and Venice, had
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never seen a people so well governed as the English. " Or selon mon advis,"
says he, " entre toutes les seigneuries du monde, dont j'ay connoissance, ou
la chose publique est mieulx traitee, et ou regne moins de violence sur le

peuple, et ou il n'y a nuls edifices abbatus ny demolis pour guerre, c'est

Angleterre ; et tombe le sort et le malheur sur ceulx qui font la guerre."
About the close of the fifteenth and the commencement of the sixteenth

century, a great portion of the influence which the aristocracy had possessed
passed to the Crown. No English king has ever enjoyed such absolute power
as Henry the Eighth. But while the royal prerogatives were acquiring strength
at the expense of the nobility, two great revolutions took place, destined to

be the parents of many revolutions, the invention of Printing, and the refor-

mation of the Church.
The immediate effect of the Reformation in England was by no means

favourable to political liberty. The authority which had been exercised by
the Popes was transferred almost entire to the King. Two formidable powers
which had often served to check each other were united in a single despot.

If the system on which the founders of the Church of England acted could
have been permanent, the Reformation would have been, in a political .sense,

the greatest curse that ever fell on our country. But that system carried

within it the seeds of its own death. It was possible to transfer the name of

Head of the Church from Clement to Henry ; but it was impossible to transfer

to the new establishment the veneration which the old establishment had
inspired. Mankind had not broken one yoke in pieces only in order to put
on another. The supremacy of the Bishop of Rome had been for ages con-

sidered as a fundamental principle of Christianity. It had for it everything
that could make a prejudice deep and strong, venerable antiquity, high autho-

rity, general consent. It had been taught in the first lessons of the nurse.

It was taken for granted in all the exhortations of the priest. To remove it

was to break innumerable associations, and to give a great and perilous shock
to the principles. Yet this prejudice, strong as it was, could not stand in the

great day of the deliverance of the human reason. And it was not to be ex-

pected that the public mind, just after freeing itself by an unexampled effort,

from a bondage which it had endured for ages, would patiently submit to a

tyranny which could plead no ancient title. Rome had at least prescription

on its side. But Protestant intolerance, despotism in an upstart sect, infalli-

bility claimed by guides who acknowledged that they had passed the gieater

part of their lives in error, restraints imposed on the liberty of private judg-

ment at the pleasure of rulers who could vindicate their own proceedings only

by as.serting the liberty of private judgment, these things could not long be
borne. Those who had pulled down the crucifix could not long continue to

persecute for the surplice. It required no great sagacity to perceive the in-

consistency and di.shonesty of men who, dissenting from almost all Christen-

dom, would suffer none to dissent from themselves, who demanded freedom

of conscience, yet refused to grant it, who execrated persecution, yet perse-

cuted, who urged reason against the authority of one opponent, and authority

against the reasons of another. Bonner acted at least in accordance with his

own principles. Cranmer could vindicate himself from the charge of being

a heretic only by arguments which made him out to be a murderer.

Thus the system on which the English Princes acted with respect to eccle-

siastical affairs for some time after the Reformation was a system too obviously

unreasonable to be lasting. The public mind moved while the government
moved, but would not stop where the government stopped. The same im-

pulse which had carried millions away from the Church of Rome continued

to carry them forward in the same direction. As Catholics had become Pro-

testants, Protestants became Puritans ; and the Tudors and .Stuarts were as

unable to avert the latter change as the Popes had been to avert the former
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The dissenting party increasetl and hecanie strong under every kinil of dis-

ci mragenient and oi)pression. They were a sect. The gtjverninent persecuted

them ; and they liecame an opposition. The old constitution of Knglaml fur-

nished to iheni the means of resisting the sovereign without breaking liie law.

They were the majority of the House of Commons. They liad the power of

giving or withholding supplies ; and, by a judicious exercise of this power,
they might hipe to take from tlie Church its usurped authority over the con-

sciences of men, and from the L'rown some part of the vast prerogative wliich

it had recently acquired at the expense of the nobles and of the Pope.

The faint beginnings of this memorable contest may be discerned early in

the reign of Elizabeth. The conduct of her last Parliament made it clear

that one of those great revolutions which policy may guide but cannot stop

was in progress. It was on the question of monopolies that the House cjf

Commons gained its first great victory over the 'ihrone. The conduct of the

extraordinary woman who then governed England is an admirable study for

politicians who live in unquiet times. It shows how thorougldy she under-
stood the people whom she ruled, and the crisis in which she was called to

act. What she held she held firmly. What she gave she gave graciously.

She saw that it was necessary to make a concession to the nation ; and she
made it, not gnidgingly, not tardily, not as a matter of bargain and sale, not,

in a word, as Charles the First would have made it, but promptly and cor-

tiially. Before a bill could be framed or an address presented, she applied

a remedy to the evil of which the nation complained. She expressed in the

warmest terms her gratitude to her faithful Commons for detecting abuses
which interested persons had concealed from her. If her successors had in-

liented her wisdom with her crown, Charles the First might have died of oid
age, and James the Second would never have seen Si Ccrmains.

She died ; and the kingdom passed to one who was, in his own opinion,
the greatest master of king-craft that ever lived, but who was, in truth, one
of those kings whom God seems to send for the express'purpose of hastening
revolutions. Of all the enemies of liberty whom Britain has produced, he
was at once the most harmless and the most provoking. His office resem-
bled that of the man who, in a Spanish bull-fight, goads tlie torpid savage to
fury, by shaking a red rag in the air, and by now and then throwing a dart,
sharj) enough to sting, but too small to injure. The policy of wise tyrants
has always been to cover their violent acts with popular forms. James was
always obtniding his despotic theories on his subjects without the slightest
necessity. His foolish talk exasperated them infinitely more than forced
loans or benevolences would have done. Yet, in practice, no king ever held
his prerogatives less tenaciously. He neither gave way gracefully to the ad-
vancing spirit of liberty nor took vigorous measures to stop it, but retreated
before it with ludicrous haste, blustering and insulting as he retreated. The
English people had been governed during near a hundred and fifty years by
Prince.^ who, whatever might be their frailties or their vices, had all pos.sessed
great force of character, and who, whether beloved or hated, had always been
feared. Now, at length, for the first lime since the day when the sceptre of
Henr)' the Fourth dropped from the hand of his lethargic grandson, England
had a king whom she despised.
The follies and vices of the man increased the contempt which was pro-

duced by the feeble policy of the sovereign. The indecorous gallantries of the
Court, the habits of gross intoxication in which even the ladies indulged, were
alone sufficient to disgust a people whose manners were beginning to be
strongly tinctured with austerity. But these were trifles. Crimes of the most
frightful kind had been discovered ; others were suspected. The strange story
of the Cowries was not forgotten. The ignominious fondness </ the King
for his minions, the jHirjuries, the sorceries, the poisonings, which his chief
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favourites had planned within the walls of his palace, the pardon which, in

direct violation of his duty and of his word, he had granted to the mysterious

threats of a murderer, made him an object of loathing to many of his subjects.

What opinion grave and moral persons residing at a distance from the Court
entertained respecting him, we learn from Mrs Hutchinson's Memoirs. Eng-
land was no place, the seventeenth centurj' no time, for .Sporus and Locusta.

This was not all. The most ridiculous weaknesses seemed to meet in the

wretched Solomon of Whitehall, pedantry, buffoonery, garrulity, low curio-

sity, the most contemptible personal cowardice. Nature and education had
done their best to produce a finished specimen of all that a king ought not to

be. His awkward figure, his rolling eye, his rickety walk, his nervous trem-

blings, his slobbering mouth, his broad Scotch accent, were imperfections

which might have been found in the best and greatest man. Their effect,

however, was to make James and hisoffice objects of contempt, and to dissolve

those associations which had been created by the noble bearing of preceding

monarchs, and which were in themselves no inconsiderable fence to royalty.

The sovereign whom James most resembled was, we think, Claudius Caesar.

Both had the same feeble vacillating temper, the same childishness, the same
coarseness, the same poltroonery. Both were men of learning ; both wrote

and spoke, not indeed well, but still in a manner in which it seems almost

incredible that men so foolish should have written or spoken. The follies and
indecencies of James are well described in the words which Suetonius uses

respecting Claudius :
" Multa talia, etiam privatis defonnia, nedum principi,

neque infacundo, neque indocto, immo etiam pertinaciter liberalibus studiis

dedito." The description given by Suetonius of the manner in which the

Roman prince transacted business exactly suits the Briton. " In cogno-

scendo ac decemendo mira varietate animi fuit, modo circumspectus et sagax,

modo inconsultus ac pmeceps, nonnunquam frivolus amentique similis."

Claudius was ruled successively by two bad women : James successively by
two bad men. Even the description of the person of Claudius, which we find

in the ancient memoirs, might, in many points, serve for that of James.
" Ceterum et ingredientemdestituebant poplites minus firmi, et remisse quid

vel serio agentem multa dehonestabant, risus indecens, ira turpior, spumante
rictu, praterea linguae titubantia."

The Parliament which James had called soon after his accession had been
refractory. His second Parliament, called in the spring of 1614, had been

more refractory still. It had been dissolved after a session of two months
;

and during six years the King had governed without haviiig recourse to the

legislature. During tho.se six years, melancholy and disgraceful events, at

home and abroad, had followed one another in rapid .succession ; the divorce

of Lady Essex, the murder of Overbury, the elevation of Villiers, the pardon
of Somerset, the disgrace of Coke, the execution of Raleigh, the battle of

Prague, tlie invasion of the Palatinate by Spinola, the ignominious flight of

the son-in-law of the English king, the depression of the Protestant interest

all over the Continent. All the extraordinary modes by which James could

venture to raise money had been tried. His necessities were greater than

ever ; and he was compelled to summon the Parliament in which Hampden
first appeared as a public man.

This Parliament lasted about twelve months. During that time it visited

with deserved punishment several of those who during the preceding six years

had enriched themselves by peculation and monopoly. Michell, one of the

grasping patentees who had purchased of the favourite the power of robbing

the nation, was fined and imprisoned for life. Mompesson, the original, it

is said, of .Massinger's Overreach, was outlawed and deprived of his ill-gotten

wealth. Even Sir P^dward Villiers, tlie brother of Buckingham, found it

convenient to leave England. A greater name is to be added to the igno-

minious list. I'>y tliis Parliament was brought to justice that illustrious
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1
hilosopher whose memory genius has half redeemed frmn the infamy <iue to

-crviliiy, to ingratitude, and to corruption.

After redressing internal pp-ievances, the Commons proceedetl to take into

iinsiiieration the state of Kurope. The King tlew into a rage with them for

meddling with such matters, and, with characteristic judgment, drew tlicm

into a controversy alxnit the origin of their house and of its privileges. When
he found that he could not convince them, he dissolved them in a passion, and
sent some of the leaders of the < Opposition to ruminate on his logic in prison.

During the time which elapsed between this dissolution and the meeting
of the next ParHament, took place the celebrated negotiation respecting the

Infanta. The would-be despot was unmercifully brow-l)eaten. The would-
be Solomon was ridiculously overreached. Sleenie, in spite of the begging
and sobbing of his dear dad and gossip, carried off baby Charles in iriumpli

to Madrid. The sweet lads, as James called them, came back safe, but with-

out their errand. The great master of king-craft, in looking for a Spanish
match, had found a .Spanish war. In February, 1624, a Parliament met,
during the whole sitting of which, James was a mere pu]ipet in the hands of
his baby, and of hi> poor slave and dog. The Commons were disposed to

support the King in the vigorous policy which his favourite urged him to

liopt. But they were not disposed to place any confidence in their feeble

vereign and his dissolute courtiers, or to relax in their efforts to remove
,'ublic grievances. They therefore lodged the money which they voted for

the war in the hands of Parliamentary Commissioners. They impeached the
treasurer. Lord Middlesex, for corruption, and they passed a bill by which
p.itents of monopoly were declared illegal.

Hampden did not, during the reign of James, take any prominent part in

;
ublic affairs. It is certain, however, that he paid great attention to the de-

•lils of Parliamentary business, and to the local interests of his own country.
It was in a great measure owing to Ids exertions that Wendover and some
other boroughs on which the popular party could depend recovered the elec-

tive francliise, in spite of the opposition of the Court.
The health of the King had for some time been declining. On the twenty-

cventh of March, 1625, he expired. Under his weak rule, the spirit of liberty

lid grown strong, and had become equal to a great contest. The contest
uns bmught on by the jK)licy of his successor. Charles bore no resemblance
to his father. He wa.s not a driveller, or a pedant, or a buffoon, or a coward.
It would be absurd to deny that he was a scholar an>i a gentleman, a man
f exquisite taste in the fine arts, a man of strict morals in private life. His
lents for business were respectable ; his demeanour was kingly. But he

.v.is fal.se, imperious, obstinate, narrow-minded, ignorant of tlie temper of
his people, unoljservant of the signs of his times. 'Ihe whole principle of
his government was resi.itance to public opinion ; nor did he make any real

concession to that opinion till it mattered not whether he resisted or conceded,
till the nation which had long ceased to love him or to trust him, had at last

ceased to fear him.
His first Parliament met in June, 1625. Hampden .sat in it as burgess for

Wendover. The King wished for money. The Commons wished for the
retlre<K of grievances. The war, however, could not be carried on without
funds. The plan of the Opposition was, it should seem, to dole out supplies
by small sums, in order to prevent a speedy dissolution. They gave the King
two subsidies only, and proceeded to complain that his shii)s had been ein-

K'
>ved against the Huguenots in France, and to petition in behalf of the
ri;ans who were persecuted in England. The King dissolved them, and

raised money by Letters under his Privy Seal. The su|)ply fell far short of
what he needed ; and, in the spring of 1626, he called together another ParHa-
ment. In this Parliament, Hamp<len again sat for Wendover.
The Commons resolved to grant a very liberal supply, but to defer the
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final passing of the act for that purpose till the grievances of the nation

shoiiM be redressed. The struggle which followed far exceeded in violence

any that had yet taken place. The Commons impeached Buckingham.
The King threw the managers of the impeachment into prison. The Com-
mons denied the right of the King to levy tonnage and poundage without
their consent. The King dissolved them. They put forth a remonstrance.

The King circulated a declaration vindicating his measures, and committed
some of the most distinguished members of the Opposition to close custody.

Money was raised by a forced loan, which was apportioned among the people

according to the rate at which they had been respectively assessed to the last

subsidy. On this occasion it was that Hampden made his first stand for the

fundamental principle of the English constitution. He positively refused to

lend a farthing. He was required to give his reasons. He answered " that

he could be content to lend as well as others, but feared to draw upon him-
self that curse in Magna Charta which should be read twice a year against

those who infringe it." For this spirited answer, the Privy Council con.-

mitted him close prisoner to the Gate House. After .some time, he was
again brought up ; but he persisted in his refusal, and was sent to a place

of confinement in Hampsliire.

The government went on, oppressing at home, and blundering in all its

measures abroad. A war was foolishly undertaken against France, and more
foolishly conducted. Buckingham lecl an expedition against Rhe, and failed

ignominiously. In the mean time soldiers were billeted on the people.

Crimes of which ordinary justice should have taken cognisance were punished

by martial law. Near eighty gentlemen were imprisoned for refusing to

contribute to the forced loan. The lower people who showed any signs of

insubordination were pressed into the fleet, or compelled to serve in the

army. Money, however, came in slowly ; and the King was compelled to

summon another Parliament. In the hope of conciliating his subjects, he
set at liberty the persons who had been imprisoned for refusing to comply
with his unlawful demands. Hampden regained his freedom, and was imme-
diately re-elected burgess for Wendover.

Early in 162S the Parliament met. During its first session, the Commons
])revailed on the King, after many delays and much equivocation, to give,

in return for five subsidies, his full and solemn assent to that celebrated in-

strument, the second great charter of the liberties of England, known by the

name of the Petition of Right. By agreeing to this act, the King bound
himself to raise no taxes without the consent of Parliament, to imprison no
man except by legal process, to billet no more soldiers on the people, and
to leave the cognisance of offences to the ordinary tribunals.

In the summer, this memorable Parliament was prorogued. It met again

in January, 1629. Buckingham was no more. That weak, violent and
dissolute adventurer, wlio, with no talents or acquirements but those of a

mere courtier, had, in a great crisis of foreign and domestic politics, ventured
on the part of prime minister, had fallen, during the recess of Parliament,

by the hand of an assassin. Both before and after his death the war had
been feebly and unsuccessfully conducted. The King had continued, in

direct violation of the Petition of Right, to raise tonnage and poundage
without the consent of Parliament. The troops had again been billeted on
tlie people ; and it was clear to the Commons that the five subsidies which
tliey had given as the price of the national liberties had been given in vain.

They met accordingly in no complying humour. They took into their

must serious consideration the measures of the government concerning ton-

nage and poundage. They summoned the officers of the custom-house to

their bar. They interrogated the barons of the exchequer. They committed
one of the sheriffs of London. Sir John Eliot, a distinguished member of
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the Opposition, and an intimate Irieml of Hampilcn, proposed a resolution

coiidenininj^ the unconstitutional imposition. The Speaker said that the

King had commanded him to put no such question to the vote. This de-

cision produced the most violent bui-st of feeling ever seen within the walls

of Parliament. Uayman remonstrated vehemently apainst the disgraceful

language which had been heard from the chair. Eliot dashed the paper
which contained his resolution on the floor of the House. Valentine and
HoUis held the Speaker down m his seat by main force, and read the motion
amidst the loude.st shouts. The door was locked. The key was laid on the

table. Black Rod knocked for admittance in vain. After passing several

strong resolutions, the House adjourned. On the day appointed for its meet-

ing it was dissolved by the King, and several of its most eminent members,
among whom were Hollis and Sir John Eliot, were committed to prison.

Though Hampden had as yet taken little part in the debates of the House,
he had been a member of many very important committees, and had read

and written much concerning tlie law of Parliament. A manuscript volume
of Parliamentar)' coses, which is still in existence, contains many extracts

from his notes.

He now retired to the duties and pleasures of a rural life. During the

eleven years which followed the dissolution of the Parliament of 1628, he
resided at his seat in one of the most beautiful parts of the county of Buck-
ingham. The house, which has since his time been greatly altered, and
which is now, we believe, almost entirely neglected, was an old English

mansion built in the days of the Plantagenets and the Tudors. It stood on
the brow of a hill which overlooks a narrow valley. The extensive woods
which surround it were pierced by long avenues. One of those avenues the

grandfather of the great statesman had cut for the approach of Elizabeth ;

and the opening, which is still visible for many miles, retains the name of the

Queen's Gap. In this delightful retreat Hampden passed several years, per-

forming with great activity all the duties of a landed gentleman and a magis-

trate, and amusing himself with books and with field sports.

He was not in his retirement unmindful of his persecuted friends. In

particular, he kept up a close correspondence with Sir John Eliot, who was
confined in the Tower. Lord Nugent has published several of the Letters.

We may perhaps be fanciful ; but it seems to us that every one of them is

an admirable illustration of some part of the character of Hampden which
Clarendon has drawn.

Part of the correspondence relates to the two sons of Sir John Eliot.

These young men were wild and unsteady ; and their father, who was now
separated from them, was naturally anxious about their conduct. He at

length resolved to send one of them to France, and the other to serve a cam-
paign in the Low Countries. The letter which we subjoin shows that Hamp-
den, though rigorous towards himself, was not uncharitable towards others,

and that his puritanism was perfectly compatible with the sentiments and

the tastes of an accomplished gentleman. It also illustrates admirably what
has been said of him by Clarendon :

" He was of that rare afTability and
temper in debate, and of that seeming humility and submission of judgment,

as if he brought no opinion of his own with him, but a desire of information

and instruction. Yet he had so subtle a way of interrogating, and, under

cover of doubts, insinuating his objections, that he infused his own opinions

into those from whom he pretended to learn and receive them."
The letter runs thus : "I am so perfectly acquainted with your clear in-

.sight into the dispositions of men, and ability to fit them with courses suit-

able, that, had you Ijcstowed sons of mine as you have done your own, my
judgment durst hardly have called it into ([uestion, especially when, in lay-

ing the design, you have prevented the objections to be made against it.
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For if Mr Richard Eliot will, in the intermissions of action, add study to

practice, and adorn that lively spirit with flowers of contemplation, he will

raise our expectations of another Sir Edward Vere, that had this character

—all summer in the field, all winter in his study—in whose fall fame makes
this kingdom a great loser ; and, having taken this resolution from counsel

with the highest wisdom, as I doubt not you have, I hope and pray that the

same power wdll crown it with a blessing answerable to our wish. The way
you take with my other friend shows you to be none of the Bishop of Exeter's

converts ;
* of whose mind neither am I superstitiously. But had my opinion

been asked, I should, as \Tilgar conceits use me to do, have showed my
power rather to raise objections than to answer them. A temper between
France and Oxford, might have taken away his scniples, with more advan-
tage to his years For although he be one of those that, if his age
were looked for in no other book but that of the mind, would be found no
ward if you should die to-morrow, yet it is a great hazard, methinks, to sec

so sweet a disposition guarded with no more, amongst a people whereof
many make it their religion to be superstitious in impiety, and their beha-
viour to be affected in ill manners. But God, who only knoweth the periods
of life and opportunities to come, hath designed him, I hope, for his own
service betime, and stirred up your providence to husband him so early for

great affairs. Then shall he be sure to find Him in France that Abraham did
in Sechem and Joseph in Eg>'pt, under whose wing alone is perfect safety."

Sir John Eli(jt employed himself, during his imprisonment, in writing a
treatise on government, which he transmitted to his friend. Hampden's
criticisms are strikingly characteristic. They are written -vvith all that " flow-

ing courtesy" which is ascribed to him by Clarendon. The objections are

insinuated with so much delicacy that they could scarcely gall the most irrit-

able author. We see too how highly Hampden valued in the writings of

others that conciseness which was one of the most striking peculiarities of

his own eloquence. Sir John Eliot's style was, it seems, too difiuse, and it is

impossible not to admire the skill with which this is suggested. " The
piece," says Hampden, "is as complete an image of the pattern as can be
drawn by lines, a lively character of a large mind, the subject, method, and
expression, excellent and homogeneal, and, to say trath, sweetheart, some-
what exceeding my commendations. My words cannot render them to the

life. Yet, to show my ingenuity rather than wit, would not a less model
have given a full representation of that subject, not by diminution but by
contraction of parts ? I desire to learn. I dare not say. The variations

upon each particular seem many ; all, I confess, excellent. The fountain

was full, the channel narrow ; that may be the cause ; or that the author
resembled Virgil, who made more verses by many than he intended to write.

To extract a just number, had I seen all his, I could easily have bid hmi
make fewer ; but if he had bade me tell him which he should have spared,

I had been posed."
This is evidently the writing not only of a man of good sense and natural

good taste, but of a man of literary habits. Of the studies of Hampden little

is known. But, as it was at one time in contemplation to give him the

charge of the education of the Prince of Wales, it cannot be doubted that

his acquirements were considerable. Davila, it is said, was one of his fa-

vourite writers. The moderation of Davila's opinions and the perspicuity and
manliness of his style could not but recommend him to so judicious a reader.

It is not improbable that the parallel between France and England, the Hugue-
nots and the Puritans, had stnick the mind of Hampden, and that he already

found within himself powers not unequal to the lofty part of Coligni.

Hall, Bishop of Exeter, had written strongly, both in verse and in prose, against
the fashion of sending young men of quality to travel.
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While he was enj^aged in iliese pursuits, a heavy domestic calamity fell on

him. His wife, who had borne him nine children, died in the summer of

1634. She lies in the pari>h church of Hampden, close to the manor-house.

The tender and eaerjjelic lani;uage ol her epitajjh still attests the iiittcmess

of her husband's sorrow, and the consolation which he found in a hope full

of immortality.

In the meantime, the aspect of public affairs grew darker and darker. 1 he

health of Eliot had .sunk under an unlawful imprisonment of several years.

The brave sufferer refused to purchase liberty, ihougli liberty would to him

have been life, by recognising; ihc authority which had conlined him. In

consequence of the representations of his physicians, the .severity of restraint

was somewhat rela.\ed. But it was in vain. He languished and expired a

martyr to that good cause for which his friend Hampden was destined to

meet' a more brilliant, but not a more honourable death.

-Ml the promises of the King were violated without scruple or shame. The

Petition of Right, to which he had, in consideration of moneys duly mim-

bercd, given a solemn assent, was set it nought. Taxes were raised by the

royal authority. Patents of monopoly were granted. The old usages of

feudal dmes were made pretexts for harassing the people with exactions un-

known during many years. The Puritans were persecuted with cruelty

worthy of the Holy Office. They were forced to fly from the country. They

were imprisoned. They were whipped. Their ears were cut off. Their

noses were slit. Their cheeks were branded with red-hot iron. But the

cruelty of the oppressor could not tire out the fortitude of the victims. The

mutdatcd defenders of liberty again defied the vengeance of the Star Cham-

ber, came back with undiminished resolution to the place of their glorious

infamy, and manfully presented the stumps of their ears to be grubbed out

by the hangman's knife. The hardy sect grew up and flourished in spite of

every thing that seemed likely to stunt it, struck its roots deep into a barren

soil, and spread its branches wide to an inclement sky. The multitude

thronged round Prynne in the .pillory with more respect than they paid to

Mainwaring in the pulpit, and treasured up the rags which the blood of

Burton had soaked, with a veneration such as mitres and surplices had

ceased to inspire.

Por the misgovemnient of this disastrous period Charles himself is prin-

cipally responsible. After the death of Buckingham, he seems to have been

his own prime minister. He had, however, two counsellors who seconded

him, or went beyond him, m intolerance and lawless violence ; the one a

superstitious driveller, as honest as a vile temper would suffer him to be, the

other a man of great valour and capacity, but licentious, faithless, corrupt,

and cruel.

Never were faces more strikingly characteristic of the individuals to whom
they belonged, than those of Laud and Strafford, as they still remain por-

trayed by the most skilful hand of that age. The mean forehead, the pinched

features, tlie peering eyes, of the prelate, suit admirably with his disposition.

They mark him out as a lower kind of Saint Dominic, differing from the

fierce and gloomy enthusia.st who founded the Inquisition, as we might

unagine the familiar imp of a .spiteful witch to differ from an archangel of

darkness. When we read His Grace's judgments, when we read the report

which he drew up, setting forth that he had sent s<jine separatists to prison,

and imploring the royal aid against others, we feel a movement of indigna-

tion. We turn to his Diary, and we are at once as cool as contempt can

make us. There we learn how his picture fell down, and how fearful he was
lest the fall should be an omen ; how he dreamed that the Duke of Buck-

ingham came to bed to him, that King James walked past him, that he saw
Thomas Flaxney in green garments, and the Bishop of Worcester with his
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shoulders wrapped in linen. In the early part of 1627, the sleep of this

great ornament of the church seems to have been much disturbed. On the
fifth of January, he saw a merry old man with a wrinkled countenance,
named Grove, lying on the ground. On the fourteenth of the same memor-
able month, he saw the Bishop of Lincoln jump on a hor.se and ride away.
A day or two after this he dreamed that he gave the King drink in a silver

cup, and that the King refused it, and called for glass. Then he dreamed
that he had turned Papist ; of all his dreams the only one, we suspect, which
came through the gate of horn. But of these visions our favourite is that

which, as he has recorded, he enjoyed on the night of Friday, the ninth of

Febniary, 1627. " I dreamed," says he, "that I had the scur\'y ; and that

forthwith all my teeth became loose. There was one in especial in my lower
jaw, which I could scarcely keep in with my finger till I had called for

help." Here was a man to have the superintendence of the opinions of a

great nation I

But Wentworth,—who ever names him without thinking of those harsh
dark features, ennobled by their expression into more than the majesty of an
antique Jupiter ; of that brow, that eye, that cheek, that lip, wherein, as in

a chronicle, are written the events of many stormy and disastrous years, high
entei-prise accomplished, frightful dangers braved, power unsparingly exer-

cised, suffering unshrinkingly borne ; of that fixed look, so full of severity,

of mournful anxiety, of deep thought, of dauntless resolution, which seems
at once to forbode and to defy a terrible fate, as it lowers on us from the living

canvass of Vandyke ? Even at this day the haughty earl overawes posterity

as he overawed his contemporaries, and excites the same interest when
arraigned before the tribunal of history which he excited at the bar of the

House of Lords. In spite of ourselves, we sometimes feel towards his

memory a certain relenting similar to that relenting which his defence, as

Sir John Denham tells us, produced in Westminster Hall.

This great, lirave, bad man entered the House of Commons at the same
time with Hampden, and took the same side with Hampden. Both were
among the richest and most powerful commoners in the kingdom. Both
were equally distingiiished by force of character, and by personal courage.

Hampden had more judgment and sagacity than \\'entworth. But no
orator of that time equalled Wentworth in force and brilliancy of expression.

In 1626 both these eminent men were committed to prison by the King,
Wentworth, who was among the leaders of the Opposition, on account of

his parliamentaiy conduct, Hampden, who had not as yet taken a promi-
nent part in debate, for refusing to pay taxes illegally imposed.

Here their path separated. After the death of Buckingham, the King
attempted to seduce some of the chiefs of the Opposition from their party ;

and Wentworth was among those who yielded to the seduction. He aban-

doned his associates, and hated them ever after with the deadly hatred of a

renegade. High titles and great employments were heaped upon him. He
became Earl of Strafford, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, President of the

Council of the North ; and he employed all his power for the purpose of

crushing those liberties of which he had been the most distinguished cham-
pion. His counsels respecting public affairs were fierce and arbitrary. His
correspondence with Laud abundantly proves that government without par-

liaments, government by the sword, was his favourite scheme. He was
angry even that the course of justice between man and man should be unre-

strained by the royal prerogative. He grudged to the Courts of King's

Bench and Common Pleas even that measure of liberty which the most ab-

solute of the Bourbons allowed to the Parliaments of France. In Ireland,

where he stood in the place of the King, his practice was in strict accordance

with his theory. He set up the authority of the executive government over



LORD NUGENT'S AfFArORMfS OF HAMPDEN. 205

that of the courts of law. lie pennitted no person to leave the island

without his license. He established vast monopolies for his own private

U'ncfit. He imposed taxes arbitrarily. He levied them by military force.

Some of his acts are described even by the partial Clarendon as powerful
acts, acts which marked a nature excessively imperious, acts which caused
dislike and terror in >;ober and dispassionate persons, high acts of ojipres-

sion. Upon a most frivolous charge, he obtained a capital sentence from a
court-martial against a man of high rank who had given him offence. He
debauched the daughter-in-law of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and then
commanded that nobleman to settle his estate according to the wishes of the

lady. The Chancellor refused. The Lord Lieutenant turned him out of
office, and threw him into prison. ^Vhen the violent acts of the Long
Parliament are blamed, let it not be forgotten from what a tyranny they
rescued the nation.

Among the humbler tools of Charles were Chief-Justice Finch and Noy
the Attorney-General. Noy had, like Wentworth, supported the cause of
liberty in Parliament, and had, like Wentworth, abandoned that cause for

the sake of office. He devised, in conjunction with F"inch, a scheme of ex-

action which made the alienation of the people from the throne complete.
A writ was issued by the King, commanding the ,city of London to equip
and man ships of war for his ser\'ice. Similar writs were sent to the towns
along the coast. These measures, though they were direct violations of the
Petition of Right, had at least some show of precedent in their favour.

But, after a time, the government took a step for which no precedent could
be pleaded, and sent writs of shij->-money to the inland counties. This was
a stretch of^ power on which Elizabeth herself had not ventured, even at a
time when all laws might with propriety have been made to bend to that
highest law, the safety of the state. The inland counties had not been
required to furnish ships, or money in the room of ships, even when the
Armada wxs approaching our shores. It seemed intolerable that a prince
who, by assenting to the Petition of Right, had relinquished the power of
levying ship-money even in the out-ports, should be the first to levy it on
parts of the kingdom where it had been unknown under the most absolute
of his predecessors.

Clarendon distinctly admits that this tax was intended, not only for the
support of the nav)-, but " for a spring and magazine that should have no
bottom, and for an everlasting supply of all occasions." The nation well
understood this ; and from one end of England to the other the public mind
was strongly excited.

Buckinghamshire was assessed at a ship of four hundred and fifty tons, or
a sum of four thousand five hundred pounds. The share of the tax which
fell to Hampden was very small ; so small, indeed, that the sheriff was
blamed for setting so wealthy a man at so low a rate. But, though the sum
demanded was a trifle, the principle involved was fearfully important.
Hampden, after consulting the most eminent constitutional lawyers of the
time, refused to pay the few shillings at which he was assessed, and de-
termined to incur all the certain expense, and the probable danger, of bring-
ing to a solemn hearing this great controversy between the people and the
CroA-n. "Till this time," says Clarendon, "he was rather of re]5utation

in h s o\vn country than of public discourse or fame in the kingdom ; but
then he grew the argument of all tongues, every man inquiring who and
what he was that durst, at his own charge, support the liberty and pros-

perity of the kingdom."
Towards the close of the year 1636, this great cause came on in the Ex-

chequer Chamber before all the juilges of England. The leading counsel
agaiast the writ was the celcbrateil Oliver St John, a man whose temper
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was melancholy, whose manners were reserved, and who was as yet little

known in Westminster Hall, but whose great talents had not escaped the

penetrating eye of Hampden. The Attomey-General and Solicitor-General

appeared for the Crown.
The arguments of the counsel occupied many days ; and the Exchequer

Chamber took a considerable time for deliberation. The opinion of the

bench was divided. So clearly was the law in favour of Hampden that,

though the judges held their situations only during the royal pleasure, the

majority against him was the least possible. Five of the twelve pronounced
in his favour. The remaining seven gave their voices for the writ.

The only effect of this decision was to make the public indignation stronger

and deeper. " The judgment," says Clarendon, " proved of more advan-
tage and credit to the gentleman condemned than to the King's service."

The couraj^e which Hampden had shown on this occasion, as the same his-

torian tells us, " raised his reputation to a gieat height generally throughout

the kingdom." Even courtiers and crown-lawyers spoke respectfully of him.
" His carriage," says Clarendon, " throughout that agitation, was with that

rare temper and modesty, that they who watched him narrowly to find some
advantage against his person, to make him less resolute in his cause, were
compelled to give him a just testimony." But his demeanour, though it im-

pressed Lord Falkland with the deepest respect, though it drew forth the

praises of Solicitor-General Herbert, only kindled into a fiercer flame the

ever-burning hatred of Strafford. That minister, in his letters to Laud, mur-
mured against the lenity with which Hampden was treated. " In good
faith," he wrote, "were such men rightly served, they should be whipped
into their right wits." Again he says, " I still wish Mr Hampden, and
others to his likeness, were well whipped into their right senses. And if the

rod be so used that it smart not, I am the more sorry."

The person of Hampden was now scarcely safe. His prudence and moder-
ation had hitherto disappointed those who would gladly have had a pretence

for sending him to the prison of Eliot. But he knew that the eye of a tyrant

was on him. In the year 1637 misgovemment had reached its height. Eight

years had passed without a Parliament. The decision of the Exchequer
Chamber had placed at the disposal of the Crown tlie whole properly of the

English people. About the time at which that decision was pronounced,

Prynne, Bastwick, and Burton were mutilated by the sentence of the Star

Chamber, and sent to rot in remote dungeons. The estate and the person

of every man who had opposed the Court were at its mercy.

Hampden determined to leave England. Beyond the Atlantic Ocean, a
few of the persecuted Puritans had formed, in the wilderness of Connecticut,

asettlem.ent which has since become a prosperous commonwealth, and which,

in spite of the lapse of time and of the change of government, still retains some-
thing of the character given to it by its first founders. Lord Saye and Lord
Brooke were the original projectors of this scheme of emigration. Hampden
had been early con.sulted respecting it. He was now, it appears, desirous to

withdraw himself beyond the reach of oppressors who, as he probably .sus-

pected, and as we know, were bent on punishing his manful resistance to their

tyranny. He was accompanied by his kinsman Oliver Cromwell, over whom
he possessed great influence, and in whom he alone had discovered, under an

exterior appearance of coarseness and extravagance, those great and command-
ing talents which were afterwards tlie admiration and the dread of Europe.

The cousins took their passage in a vessel which lay in the Thames, and
which was bound for North America. They were actually on board, nhen
an order of council appeared, by which the ship was prohibited from sa'ling.

Seven other ships, filled with emigrants, were stopped at the same time.

Hampden and Cromwell remained ; and with them remained the Evil
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Genius of the House of Stuart. The tide of pubHc affairs was even now on
the turn. The King had resolved to change the ecclesiastical constitution ol

Scotland, and to introduce into the public worship of that kingdom cere-
monies which the great body of the Scots regarded as popish. This absurd
attempt proiluced, first disc()ntents, then riots, and at length open rebellion.

A provisional government was established at Edinburgh, and its authority
was obeyed throughout the kingdom. This government raised an army, ap-
pointed a general, and summuncd an Assembly of the Kirk. The famous
instrument called the Covenant was put forth at this time, and was eagerly
subscribed by the people.

The beginnings of tjiis formidable insurrection were strangely neglected by
the King and his advisers. But towards the close of the year 1638 the danger
became pressing. An army was raised ; and early in the following sjiring

Charles marched northward at the head of a force sufficient, as it seemed, to
reduce the Covenanters to submission.

But Charles acted at this conjuncture as he acted at every important con-
juncture throughout his life. After oppressing, threatening, and blustering,
he hesitated and failed. He was bold in the wrong place, and timid in the
wrong place. He would have shown his wisdom by being afraid before the
liturgy was read in St Giles's church. He put off his fear till he had reached
the Scottish border with his troops. Then, after a feeble campaign, he con-
chided a treaty with the insurgents, and withdrew his army. But tlie terms
of the pacification were not obser\'ed. Each party charged the other with
foul play. The Scots refused to disarm. The King found great difficulty

in re-assembling his forces. His late expedition had drained his treasury.

The revenues of the ne.xt year had been anticipated. At another time, he
might have attempted to make up the deficiency by illegal expedients ; but
such a course would clearly have been dangerous when part of the island was
in rebellion. It was necessary to c^ll a Parliament. After eleven years of
suffering, the voice of the nation was to be heard once more.

In April, 1640, the Parliament met ; and the King had another chance
of conciliating his people. The new House of Commons ^^as, beyond all

comparison, the least refractory House of Commons that had been known
for many years. Indeed, we have never been able to understand how, after

so long a period of misgovemment, the representatives of the nation should
have shown so moderate and so loyal a disposition. Clarendon speaks with
admiration of their dutiful temper. "The House, generally," says he, "was
exceedingly disposed to please the King, and to do him service." " It could
never be hoped," he obsers-es elsewhere, "that more sober or dispassionate
men would ever meet together in that place, or fewer who brought ill pur-
poses with them."

In this Parliament Hampden took his seat as member for Buckinghamshire,
and thenceforward, till the day of his death, gave himself up, with scarcely
any intermission, to public affairs. He took lodgings in Gray's Inn l^ane,

near the house occupied by Pym, with whom he lived in habits of the closest

intimacy. He was now decidedly the most popular man in England. The
Opposition looked to him as their leader, and the servants of the King
treated him with marked respect.

Charles requested the Parliament to vote an immediate supply, and pledged
his word that, if they would gratify him in this request, he would afterwards
give them time to represent their grievances to him. The grievances under
which the nation .suffered were so serious, and the royal word had been so
shamefully violated, that the Commons could hardly be expected to comply
with this request. During the first week of the session, the minutes of the
proceedings against Hampden were laid on the table by Oliver St lohn, and
a committee reported that the case was matter of grievance. The King sent
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a message to the Commons, offering, if they would vote him twelve subsidies,

to give up the prerogative of ship-money. Many years before, he had received

five subsidies in consideration of his assent to the Petition of Right. By as-

senting to that petition, he had given up the right of levying ship-money, if

he ever possessed it. How he had observed the promises made to his third

Parliament, all Phigland knew ; and it was not strange that the Commons
should be somewhat unwilling to buy from him, over and over again, their

own ancient and undoubted inheritance.

His message, however, was not unfavourably received. The Commons
were ready to give a large supply ; but they were not disposed to give it in

exchange for a prerogative of which they altogether denied the existence.

If they acceded to the proposal of the King, they recognised the legality of

the writs of ship-money.

Hampden, who was a greater master of parliamentary tactics than any

man of his time, saw that this was the prevailing feeling, and availed him-

self of it with great dexterity. He moved tha,t the question should be put,

"Wliether the House would consent to the proposition made by the King,

as contained in the message." Hyde interfered, and proposed that the ques-

tion should be divided ; that the sense of the House should be taken merely

on the point whether there should be a supply or no supply ; and that the

manner and the amount should be left for subsequent consideration.

The majority of the House was for granting a supply, but against granting

it in the manner proposed by the King. If the House had divided on

Hampden's question, the Court would have sustained a defeat ; if on Hyde's,

the Court would have gained an apparent victory. Some members called

for Hyde's motion, others for Hampden's. In the midst of the uproar, the

secretary of state, Sir Hany Vane, rose and stated that the supply would
not be accepted unless it were voted according to the tenor of the message.

Vane was supported by Herbert, the Solicitor-General. Hyde's motion was
therefore no further pressed, and the debate on the general question was
adjourned till the next day.

On the next day the King came down to the House of Lords, and dis-

solved the Parliament with an angry speech. His conduct on this occasion

has never been defended by any of his apologists. Clarendon condemns it

severely. " No man," says he, " could imagine what offence the Commons
had given." The offence which they had given is plain. They had, indeed,

behaved most temperately and most respectfully. But they had shown a

disposition to redress wrongs and to vindicate the laws ; and this was enough

to make them hateful to a king whom no law could bind, and whose whole
government was one system of wrong.

The nation received the intelligence of the dissolution with sorrow and
indignation. The only persons to whom this event gave pleasure were those

few discerning men who thought tliat the maladies of the state were beyond
the reach of gentle remedies. Oliver St John's joy was too great for con-

cealment. It lighted up his dark and melancholy features, and made him,

for the first time, indiscreetly communicative. He told Hyde that things

must be worse before they could be better, and that the dissolved Parliament

would never have done all that was necessary. St John, we think, was in

the right. No good could then have been done by any Parliament which

did not fully understand that no confidence could safely be placed in the

King, and that, while he enjoyed more than the shadow of power, the nation

would never enjoy more tlian the shadow of liberty.

As .soon as Charles had dismissed the Parliament, he threw several members
of the House of Commons into prison. Ship-money was exacted more rigor-

ously than ever ; and the Mayor and Sheriffs of London were prosecuted

before the Star Chamber for slackness in levying it. Wentworth, it is said,
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obsen-ed with characteristic insolence and cnielty, that things would never

fjo right till the Aldermen were hanged. Large sums were raised by force

on tho>e counties in which the troops were quartered. All the wretched

shifts of a beggared exchequer were tried. Forced loans were raised, (jreat

quantities of goods were bought on long credit and sold for ready money.

A scheme for debasing the currency was under consideration. At length,

in August, the King again marched northward.

The Scots advanced into England to meet him. It is by no means im-

probable that this bold step was taken by the advice oT Hampden, and of

those with whom he acted ; and this has been made matter of grave accusa-

tion against the English Opposition. It is said that to call in the aid of

foreigners in a domestic quarrel is the worst of treasons, and that the Puritan

leaders, by taking this course, showed that they were regardless of the honour

and independence of the nation, and an.xious only for the success of their own
faction. We are utterly unable to see any distinction between the case of

the .Scotch invasion in 1640, and the case of the Dutch invasion in 1688 ; or

rather, we see distinctions which are to the advantage of Hampden and his

friends. NVe believe Charles to have been a worse and more dangerous king

than his son. The Dutch were strangers to us, the Scots a kindred people,

speaking the same language, subjects of the same prince, not aliens in the

eye of the law. If, indeed, it had been possible that a Scotcli army or a

Dutch army could have enslaved England, those who persuaded Leslie to

cross the Tweed, and those who signed the invitation to the Prince of Orange,

would have l>een traitors to their country. But such a result was out of the

question. All that either a Scotch or a Dutch invasion could do was to give

the public feeling of England an opportunity to show itself. Both expedi-

tions would have ended in com|)Iete and ludicrous discomfiture, had Charles

and fames been supported by their soldiers and their people. In neither

case, therefore, was the independence of England endangered ; in both cases

her liberties were preserved.

The second campaign of Charles against the Scots was short and igno-

minious. His soldiers, as soon as they saw the enemy, ran away as English

soldiers have never run either before or since. It can scarcely be doubted

that their flight was the effect, not of cowardice, but of disaffection. The
four northern counties of England were occupied by the Scotch army, and

the King retired to York.

The game of tyranny was now up. Charles had risked and lost his last

stake. It is not easy to retrace the mortifications and humiliations which

the tyrant now had to endure, without a feeling of vindictive pleasure. His

army was mutinous ; his treasury was empty ; his people clamoured for a

Parliament ; addresses and petitions against the government were presented.

Strafford was for shooting the petitioners by martial law ; but the King
could not trust the soldiers. A great council of Peers was called at York ;

but the King could not trust even the Peers. He struggled, evaded, hesi-

tated, tried ever>' shift, rather than again face the representatives of his in-

jured people. At length no shift was left. He made a truce with the Scots,

and summoned a Parliament.

The leaders of the popular party had, after the late dissolution, remained

in London for the purpose of organizing a scheme of opposition to the Court.

They now exerted themselves to the utmost. Hampden, in particular, rode

from county to county, exhorting the electors to give their votes to men worthy

of their confidence. The great majority of the returns was on the side of the

Opposition. Hampden was himself chosen meml>er both for Wendover and

Buckinghamshire. He made his election to serve for the county.

On the third of Noveml>cr, 1640, a day to be long remembered, met that

fcjreat Parliament, destined to every extreme of fortune, to empire and to
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sei-vitude, to glory and to contempt ; at one time the sovereign of its sovereign,

at another time the servant of its servants. From the first day of meeting the

attendance was great ; and the aspect of the members was that of men not

disposed to do the work neghgently. The dissolution of the late Parliament
had convinced most of "them that half measures would no longer suffice.

Clarendon tells us, that
'

' the same men who, six months before, were ob-

served to be of very moderate tempers, and to wish that gentle remedies might
be applied, talked now in another dialect both of kings and persons ; and said

that they must now\)e of another temper than they were the last Parliament."

The debt of vengeance was swollen by all the usury which had been ac-

cumulating during many years ; and payment was made to the full.

This memorable crisis called forth parliamentary abilities such as England
had never before seen. Among the most distinguished members of the House
of Commons were Falkland, Hyde, Digby, young Harry Vane, Oliver St

John, Denzil Hollis, Nathaniel Fiennes. But two men exercised a paramount
influence over the legislature and the country, Pym and Hampden ; and, by
the universal consent of friends and enemies, the first place belonged to

Hampden.
On occasions which required set speeches Pym generally took the lead.

Hampden very seldom rose till late in a debate. His speaking was of that

kind which has, in every age, been held in the highest estimation by F^nglish

Parliaments, ready, weighty, perspicuous, condensed. His perception of the

feelings of the House was exquisite, his temper unalterably placid, his manner
eminently courteous and gentlemanlike. " Even with those," says Clarendon,
'

' who were able to preserve themselves from his infusions, and who discerned

those opinions to be fixed in him with which they could not comply, he always
left the character of an ingenious and conscientious person. His talents for

business were as remarkable as his talents for debate. " He was, " says Clar-

endon, " of an industry and vigilance not to be tired out or wearied by the

most laborious, and of parts not to be imposed upon by the most subtle and
.sharp." Yet it was rather to his mor.il than to his intellectual qualities that

he was indebted for the vast influence which he possessed. " When this par-

liament began,"—we again quote Clarendon,— " the eyes of all men were
fixed upon him, as thtiir patrice pater, and the pilot that must steer the vessel

through the tempests and rocks which threatened it. And I am persuaded
his power and interest at that time were greater to do good or hurt than any
man's in the kingdom, or than any man of his rank hath had in any time ;

U)v his reputation of honesty was universal, and his affections seemed .so pub-
licly guided, that no corrupt or private ends could bias them. . . . He was
indeed a very wise man, and of great parts, and possessed with the most abso-

lute spirit of popularity, and the most absolute faculties to govern the people,

of any man I ever knew."
It is sufficient to recapitulate shortly the acts ofthe Long Parliament, during

its first session. Strafford and Laud were impeached and imprisoned. Strafford

was afterwards attainted by Bill, and executed. Lord Keeper Finch fled to

Holland, Secretaiy Windebank to France. All those whom the King had,

during the last twelve years, employed for the oppression of his people, from

the .servile judges who had pronounced in favour of the crown against Hamp-
den down to the sheriffs who had distrained for .ship-money, and the custom-

house officers who had levied tonnage and poundage, were summoned to

answer for their conduct. The Star Chamber, the High Commission Court,

the Council of York, were abolished. Those unfortunate victims of Laud
who, after undergoing ignominious exposure and cruel manglings, had been

sent to languish in distant prisons, were set at liberty, and conducted through

London in triumphant procession. The King was compelled to give the

judges patents for life or during good behaviour. He was deprived of those op-
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pressive powers which were the Ixst relics of the old feudal tenures. The Forest

Courts and the Stannary Courts were refoniied. It was provided that the Par-

liament then sittinji should not be prorof^ied or dissolved without its own con-

sent, and that a Parliament should he held at least once every three years.

Many of these measures ix>rd Clarendon allows to have been most salu-

tary ; and few persons w ill, in our times, deny that, in the laws passed during

this session, the good greatly preponderated over the evil. The abolition of

those three hateful courts, the Northern Council, the Star Chamber, and the

High Commission, would alone entitle the Long Parliament to the lasting

gratitude of Englishmen.

The proceeding against Strafford undoubtedly seems hard to people living

in our davs. It would probably have seemed merciful and m(xlerate to people

living in the sixteenth century. It is curious to com]iare the trial of Charles's

minister with the trial, if it can be so called, of Lord Seymour of Sudeley, in

the blessed reign of Kdward the Sixth. None of the great reformers of our

Church doubtwi the propriety of passing an act of Parliament for cutting off

Lord Seymour's head without a legal conviction. The pious Cranmer voted

for that act ; the j^ious Latimer jireached for it ; the pious Edward returned

thanks for it ; and all the pious Lords of the council together exhorted their

victim to what they were pleased facetiously to call " the quiet and patient

suffering of justice."

But it is not necessary to defend the proceedings against Strafford by any

such comparis<jn. They are justified, in our opinion, by that which alone jus-

tifies capital punishment or any punishment, by that which alone justifies war,

by the public danger. That there is a certain amount of public danger which

will justify a legislature in sentencing a man to death by retrospective law,

few people, we suppose, will deny. Few people, for example, will deny that

the French Convention was perfectly justifietl in placing Kobe.«pierre, St Just,

and Couthon under the ban of the law, without a trial. This proceeding dif-

fered from the procee<ling against Strafford only in being much more rapid

and violent. Strafford was fully heard. Koliespierre was not suffered to

defend himself. Was there, then, in the case of Strafford, a danger sufficient

to justify an act of attainder? We believe that there was. We believe that

the contest in which the ParUament was engaged against the King was a con-

test for the security of our property, for the liberty of our persons, fot every

thing which makes us to differ from the subjects of Don .Miguel. We believe

that the cause of the Commons was such as justified them in resisting the

King, in raising an army, in sending thousands of brave men to kill and to

be killed. An act of attainder is surely not more a dejiarture from the ordi-

nary course of law than a civil war. An act of attainder produces much less

suffering than a civil war. We are, therefore, unable to discover on what
principle it can be maintained that a cause which justifies a civil war will not

justify an act of attainder.

Many specious arguments have been urged against the retrospective law
by which Strafford was condemned to death. But all these arguments pro-

ceed on the supposition that the crisis was an ordinary crisis. The attainder

was, in truth, a revolutionary measure. It was part of a system of resistance

which oppression had rendered necessary. It is xs unjust to judge of the con-

duct pursued by the l-<jng Parliament towards .Strafford on ordinary prin-

ciples, as it would have l)een to indict Fairfa.\ for murder because he cut down
a comet at Naseby. From the day on which the Houses met, there was a

war waged by them against the King, a war for all that they held dear, a

war carried on at first by means of parliamentary forms, at last l)y physical

force ; and, as m the second stage of that war, so in the first, they were en-

titled to do many things which, in quiet time-s would have been culpable.

We must not omit to mention that those who were afterwards the most
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distinguished ornaments of the King's party supported the bill of attainder.

It is almost certain that Hyde voted for it. It is quite certain that Falkland
both voted and spoke for it. The opinion of Hampden, as far as it can be

collected from a very obscure note of one of his speeches, seems to have been
that the proceeding by Bill was unnecessary, and that it would be a better

course to obtain judgment on the impeachment.
During this year the Court opened a negotiation with the leaders of the

Opposition. The Earl of Bedford was invited to form an administration on
popular principles. St John was made solicitor-general. HoUis was to have
been secretary of state, and Pym chancellor of the exchequer. The post of

tutor to the Prince of Wales was designed for Hampden. The death of the

Earl of Bedford prevented this arrangement from being carried into effect

;

and it may be doubted whether, even if that nobleman's life had been pro-

longed, Charles would ever have consented to surround himself with coun-

sellors whom he could not but hate and fear.

Lord Clarendon admits that the conduct of Hampden during this year was
mild and temperate, that he seemed disposed rather to soothe than to excite

the public mind, and that, when violent and unreasonable motions were
made by his followers, he generally left the House before the division, lest

he should seem to give countenance to their extravagance. His temper was
moderate. He sincerely loved peace. He felt also great fear lest too preci-

pitate a movement should produce a reaction. The events which took place

early in the next session clearly showed that this fear was not unfounded.

During the autumn the Parliament adjourned for a few weeks. Before

the recess, Hampden was despatched to Scotland by the House of Com-
mons, nominally as a commissioner, to obtain .security for a debt which
the Scots had contracted during the late invasion ; but in truth that he might
keep watch over the King, who had now repaired to Edinburgh, for the

purpose of finally adjusting the points of difference which remained between
him and his northern subjects. It was the business of Hampden to dissuade

the Covenanters from making their peace with the Court, at the expense of

the popular party in England.

While the King was in Scotland, the Irish rebellion broke out. The sud-

denness and violence of this terrible explosion excited a strange suspicion in

the public mind. The Queen was a professed Papist. The King and the

Archbishop of Canterbury had not indeed been reconciled to the See of

Rome ; but they had, while acting towards the Puritan party with the

\itmost rigour, and speaking of that party with the utmost contempt, shown
great tenderness and respect towards the Catholic religion and its professors.

In spite of the wishes of successive Parliaments, the Protestant separatists

had been cruelly persecuted. And at the same time, in spite of the wishes

of those very Parliaments, laws which were in force against the Papists, and
which, unjustifiable as they were, suited the temper of that age, had not been
carried into execution. The Protestant nonconformists had not yet learned

toleration in the school of suffering. They reprobated the partial lenity

which the government showed towards idolaters, and, with some show of

reason, ascribed to bad motives, conduct which, in such a king as Charles,

and such a jirelate as Laud, could not possibly be ascribed to humanity or to

liberality of sentiment. The violent Arminianism of the Archbishop, his

childish attachment to ceremonies, his superstitious veneration for altars,

vestments, and painted windows, his bigoted zeal for the constitution and
the privileges of his order, his known opinions respecting the celibacy of the

clergy, had excited great disgust throughout that large ]iarty which was every

ilay becoming more and more hostile to Rome, and more and more inclined

to the doctrines and the discipline of Geneva. It was believed by many
that the Irish rebellion had been secretly encouraged by the Court ; and.

H
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ivhcn the rarliamcnt met again in Noveml)er, after a short recess, the I'liri-

tans were more intractable than ever.

But tliat wliich Ilamptlcn had feared had come to pass. A reaction had

taken place. A large body of motlerate and well-meaning men, who had
heartily concurretl in the strong mexsures adopted before the recess, were

inclined to pause. Their opinion was that, during many years, the country

hail been grievously misgoverned, and that a great reform had been neces-

sary ; but that a great reform had been matle, that the grievances of the

nation had l)een fully redressed, that .sufficient vengeance had been exacted

for the pxst, that sufficient security had been provided for the future, and

that it would, therefore, be both ungrateful and unwise to make any further

attacks on the royal prerogative. In support of this opinion many plausible

arguments have been used. Rut to all these arginnents there is one short

answer. The King could not be trusted.

At the head of those who may be called the Constitutional Royalists were

F'alkland, Hyde, and Culpeper. All these eminent men had, during the

former year, been in very decided opposition to the Court. In some of

those very proceedings with which their admirers reproach Hampden, they

had taken a more decided part than Hampden. They had all been con-

cerned in the impeachment of Strafford. They had all, there is reason to be-

lieve, voted for the Bill of Attainder. Certainly none of them voted against

it. They had all agreed to the act which made the consent of the Parliament

necessary to a dissolution or prorog.ilion. Hyde had been among the most
active of those who attacked the Council of York. Falkland had voted for

the exclusion of the bishops from the Upper House. They were now in-

clined to halt in the path of reform, perhaps to retrace a few of their steps.

A direct collision soon took place between the two parties into which the

House of Commons, lately at almost perfect unity with itself, was now
divided. The opponents of the government moved that celebrated address

to the King which is known by the name of the Grand Remonstrance. In

this address all the ojipressive acts of the preceding fifteen years were set

forth u-ith great energy of language ; and, in conclusion, the King was en-

treated to employ no ministers in whom the Parliament could not confide.

The debate on the Remonstrance was long and stormy. It commenced
at nine in the morning of the twenty-first of November, and lasted till after

midnight. The division showed that a great change had taken place in the

temper of the House. Though many members had retired from exhaustion,

three hundred voted ; and the Remonstrance was carried by a majority of

only nine. A violent debate followed, on the question whether the minority

should be allowed to protest against this decision. The excitement was so

great that several members were on the point of proceeding to personal vio-

lence. " We had sheathed our swords in each other's bowels," says an eye-

witness, "had not the sagacity and great calmness of Mr Hami)den, by a

short speech, prevented it." The House did not rise till two in the morning.
The situation of the Puritan leaders was now difficult and full of peril. The

small majority which they still had might soon become a minority. Out of

doors, their supporters in the higher and middle classes were beginning to

fall off. There was a growing opinion that the King had been hardly used.

The English are always inclined to side with a weak party which is in the

wrong, P'ther than with a strong party which is in the right. This may be
seen m all contests, from contests of boxers to contests of faction. Tlius it

was that a violent reaction took place in favour of Charles the Second against

the Whigs in 1681. Thus it was that an equally violent reaction took place

in favour of George the Third against the coalition in 1784. A similar re-

action was beginnmg to take place during the second year of the Long Parlia-

ment. Some members of the Opposition "had resumed," says Clarendon,
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"their old resolution of leaving the kingdom." Oliver Cromwell openly
declared that he and many others would have emigrated if they had been
left in a minority on the question of the Remonstrance.

Charles had now a last chance of regaining the affection of his people. If

he could have resolved to give his confidence to the leaders of the moderate
party in the House of Commons, and to regidate his proceedings by their

advice, he might have been, not, indeed, as he had been, a despot, but the

powerful and respected king of a free people. The nation might have en-

joyed liberty and repose under a government with Falkland at its head,
checked by a constitutional Opposition under the conduct of Hampden. It

was not necessaiy that, in order to accomplish this happy end, the King
should sacrifice any part of his lawful prerogative, or submit to any condi-

tions inconsistent with his dignity. It was necessary only that he should
abstain from treachery, from violence, from gross breaches of the law. This
was all that the nation was then disposed to require of him. And even this

was too much.
For a short time he seemed inclined to take a wise and temperate course.

He resolved to -nake Falkland secretary of state, and Culpeper chancellor

of the exchequer. He declared his intention of conferring in a short time

some important office on Hyde. He assured these three persons that he
would do nothing relating to the House of Commons without their joint

advice, and that he would communicate all his designs to them in the most
unreserved manner. This resolution, had he adhered to it, would have
averted many years of blood and mourning. But "in very few days," says

Clarendon, " he did fatally swerve from it."

On the third of Janutiry, 1642, without giving the slightest hint of his in-

tention to those ad\isers whom he had solemnly promised to consult, he sent

down the attorney-general to impeach Lord Kimbolton, Hampden, Pym,
Hollis, and two other members of the House of Commons, at the bar of the

Lords, on a charge of High Treason. It is difficult to find in the whole
history of England such an instance of tyranny, perfidy, and folly. The
most precious and ancient rights of the subject were violated by this act.

The only way in which Hampden and Pym could legally be tried for treason

at the suit of the King, was by a petty jury on a bill found by a grand jury.

The attorney-general had no right to impeach them. The House of Lords
had no right to try them.

The Commons refused to surrender their members. The Peers showed
no inclination to usurp the unconstitutional jurisdiction which the King
attempted to force on them. A contest began, in which violence and weak-
ness were on the one side, law and resolution on the other. Charles sent

an officer to seal up the lodgings and trunks of the accused members. The
Commons sent their sergeant to break the seals. The tyrant resolved to

follow up one outrage by another. In making the charge, he had stnick at

the institution of juries. In executing the arrest, he stnick at the privileges

of Parliament. He resolved to go to the House in person with an armed
force, and there to seize the leaders of the Opposition, while engaged in the

discharge of their parliamentary duties.

What was his purpose ? Is it possible to believe that he had no definite

purpose, that he took the most important step of his whole reign without

having for one moment considered what might be its effects? Is it possible

to believe that he went merely for the i)uq30se of making himself a laughing-

stock, that he intended, if he had found the accused members, and if they

had refused, as it was their right and duty to refuse, the submission which
he illegally demanded, to leave the House without bringing them away?
I f we reject both these suppositions, we must believe, and we certainly do
believe, that he went fully determined to carry his unlawful design into effect
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by violence ; and, if necessary, to shed the blood of the chiefs of the Oppo-
sition on the very floor of the FarUament I louse.

I^dy Carlisle conveyed intelligence of the design to Fyin. The five mem-
bers had time to withdraw before the arrival of Charles. 'Ihey lell the

House as he was entering New Palace Yard. Me was accompanied by about
two hundred halberdiers of his guaRl, and by many gentlemen of the C ourt

armed with swords. He walked up Westminster Hall. At the souiheni
end of the Hall his attendants di\'ided to the right and left, and formed a
lane to the door of the House of Commons. He knocked, entered, darted
a look towards the place which I'ym usually occupied, and, seeing it empty,
walked up to the table. The .'speaker fell on his knee. The members rose

and uncovered their heads in profound silence, and the King took his seat

in the chair. He looked round the House. But the five members were
nowhere to be seen. He interrogated the Speaker. The Speaker answered,
that he was merely the organ of the House, and had neither eyes to see, nor
tongue to speak, but according to their direction. The King muttered a few
feeble sentences about his respect for the laws of the realm, and the privi-

leges of Parliament, and retired. As he passed along the benches, several

resolute voices called out audibly "Privilege !" He returned to Whitehall
with his company of bravoes, who, while he was in the House, had been
impatiently waiting in the lobby for the word, cocking their pistols, and
cr}-ing "Fall on." That night he put forth a proclamation, directing that

the ports should be stopped, and that no person should, at his peril, venture
to harbour the accused members.
Hampden and his friends had taken refuge in Coleman Street. The city

of London was indeed the fastness of public liberty, and was, in those times,

a place of at least as much importance as Paris during the F"rcnch Revolution.
The city, properly so called, now consists in a great measure of immense
warehouses and counting-houses, which are frequented by traders and their

clerks during the day, and left in almost total solitude during the night. It

was then closely inhabitetl by three hundred thousand persons, to whom it was
not merely a place of business, but a place of constant residence. This great

capital had as complete a ci^•il and militarj' organization as if it had been
an independent republic. Each citizen had his company ; and the com-
panies, which now seem to exist only for the sake of epicures and of anti-

quaries, were then formidable brotherhoods, the members of which were
almost as closely bound together as the members of a Highland clan. How
strong these artificial ties were, the numerous and valuable legacies anciently

bequeathed by citizens to their corporations abundantly prove. The muni-
cipal offices were filled by the most opulent and respectable merchants of the
kingdom. The pomp of the magistracy of the capital was inferior only to

that which surrounded the person of the sovereign. The Londoners loved
their city with that patriotic love which is found only in small communities,
like those of ancient Cireece, or like tho.se which aro.se in Italy during the

middle ages. The numliers, the intelligence, the wealth of the citizens, the

democratical form of their local government, and their vicinity to the Court
and to the Parliament, made them one of the most formidable bodies in the
kingdom. Even as .soldiers they were not to be despised. In an age in

which war is a profession, there is something ludicrous in the idea of bat-

talions composed of apprentices and shopkeepers, and officered by aldermen.
But, in the early part of the seventeenth century, there was no standing army
in the island ; and the militia of the metropolis was not inferior in training

to the militia of other places. A city which could furnish many thousands
of armed men, abounding in natural courage, and not absolutely untmctured
with military discipline, was a formidable auxiliary in times of internal

dissension. On several occasions during the civil war, the trainbands of
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London distinguished themselves higlily ; and at the battle of Newbury, in

particular, they repelled the fiery onset of Rupert, and saved the army of the

Parliament from destruction.

The people of this great city had long been thoroughly devoted to the

national cause. Many of them had signed a protestation in which they
declared their resolution to defend the privileges of Parliament. Their
enthusiasm had indeed, of late, begun to cool. But the impeachment of the

hve members, and the insult offered to the House of Commons, inflamed

them to fury. Their houses, their purses, their pikes, were at the command
of the representatives of the nation. London was in arms all night. The
next day the shops were closed ; the streets were filled with immense crowds

;

the multitude pressed round the King's coacji, and insulted him with oppro-
brious cries. The House of Commons, in the mean time, appointed a com-
mittee to sit in the City, for the purpose of inquiring into the circumstances

of the late outrage. The members of the commiliee were welcomed l.y a

lieputation of the common council. Merchant Taylors Hall, tjolusn)nhs'

Hall, and Grocers' Hall, were fitted up for their sittings. A guard of re-

spectable citizens, duly relieved twice a day, was posted at their doors. The
sheriffs were charged to watch over the safety of the accused members, and
to escort them to and from the committee with every mark of honour.

A violent and sudden revulsion of feeling, both in the House and out of it,

was the effect of the late proceedings of the King. The Ojjposition regained

in a few hours all the ascendency which it had lost. The constitutional

royalists were filled with shame and sorrow. They saw that they had been
cruelly deceived by Charles. They saw that they were, unjustly, but not un-

reasonably, .suspected by the nation. Clarendon distinctly says that they

perfectly detested the counsels by u hich the King had been guided, and were
so much displeased and dejected at the unfair manner in which he had treated

them that they were inclined to retire from his service. During the debates

on the breach of privilege, they presei-ved a melancholy silence. To this

day the advocates of Charles take care to say as little as they can about his

visit to the House of Commons, and, when they cannot avoid mention of it,

attribute to infatuation an act which, on any other supposition, they must
admit to have been a frightful crime.

The Commons, in a few days, openly defied the King, and ordered the

accused m.embers to attend in their places at Westminster and to resume
their parliamentary duties. The citizens resolved to bring back the champions
of liberty in triumph before the windows of Whitehall. Vast preparations

were made both by land and water for this great festival.

The King had remained in his palace, humbled, dismayed, and bewildered,

"feeling," says Clarendon, "the trouble and agony which usually attend

generous and magnanimous minds upon their having committed errors ;

"

feeling, we should say, the despicable repentance which attends the man who,
having attempted to commit a crime, finds that he has only committed a

folly. The populace hooted and shouted all day before the gates of the royal

residence. The tyrant could not bear to see the triumph of those whom he

had destined to the gallows and the quartering-block. On the day preceding

that whioh was fixed for their return, he fled, with a few attendants, from that

palace which he was never to see again till he was led through it to the scafibld.

On the eleventh of January, the Thames was covered with boats, and its

shores with the gazing multitude. Armed vessels, decorated with streamers,

were ranged in two lines from London Bridge to Westminster Plall. The
members returned upon the nver in a ship manned by sailors who had volun-

teered their services. The trainbands of the city, under the command of the

sheriffs, marched along the Strand, attended by a vast crowd of spectators,

to guard the avenues to the House of Commons ; and thus, with shouts and
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I Uil discharges of ordnance, the accused patriots were brought back by the

. .|)le whom they had served and for whom they had suffered. The restored

, iid>ers, as soon as they had entered the House, expressed, in the warmest

ins, their gratitude to the citizens of London. The sheriffs were warmly

.liked by the Speaker in the name of the Commons ; and orders were

von that a guard selected from the trainbands of the city, should ati.nd

.liy to watch over the safety of the Parliament.

The excitement had not been confined to London. When intelligence of

ihe danger to which Ilampden was exposed reached Buckinghamshire, it

t \citetl the alarm and indignation of the people. Four thousand freeholders

. i that county, each of them wearing in his hat a copy of the protestation in

vour of the'privileges of I'arliament, rode up to London to defend the per-

il of their beloved representative. They came in a body to assure Parlia-

.op.t of their full resolution to defend its privileges. Their petition was

uched in the strongest terms. "In respect," said they, "of that latter

vmpt upon the honourable House of Commons, we ar now come to offer

:i service to that end, and resolved, in their just defence, to live and die.'

.\ great struggle was clearly iit hand. Hampden had returned to West-

.::ister much changed. His' influence had hitherto been exerted rather to

rc-train than to animate the zeal of his party. But the treacher)-, the con-

tempt of law, the thirst for blood, which the King had now shown, left no

hope of a peaceable adjustment. It was clear that Charles must be either a

puppet or a tyrant, that no obligation of law or of honour could bind him,

and that the only way to make him harmless was to make him powerless.

The attack which the King had maile on the five members was not merely

irregular in manner. Even if the charges had been preferred legally, if the

Grand Jury of Middlesex had found a true bill, if the accused persons had

been arrested under a proper warrant and at a proper time and place, there

would still have been in the proceeding enough of perfidy and injustice 'o

vindicate the strongest measures which the ( >pposition could take. To im-

peach Pym and Hampden was to impeach the House of Commons. It was

notoriously on account of what they had done as members of that House that

they were selected as objects of vengeance ; and in what they had done as

members of that House the majority had concurred. Most of the charges

brought against them were common between them and the Parliament.

They were accused, indeed, and it may be with reason, of encouraging the

Scotch army to invade England. In doing this, they had committed what

was, in strictness of law, a high offence, the same offence which Devonshire

and Shrewsbury committed in 16S8. But the King had promised pardon

and obliN-ion to those who had been the principals in the Scotch insurrec-

tion. Did it then consist with his honour to punish the accessaries ? He had

bestowed marks of his favour on the leading Covenanters. He had given

the great seal of Scotland to one chief of the rebels, a marquisate to another,

an earldom to Leslie, who had brought the Presbyterian army across the

Tweed. On what principle was I lampden to be attainted for advising what

Leslie was ennobled for doing? In a court of law, of course, no English-

man could plead an amnesty granted to the Scots. But, though not an

illegal, it was surely an inconsistent and a most unkingly course, after par-

doning and promoting the heads of the rebellion in one kingdom, to hang,

draw, and quarter their accomplices in another.

The proceedings of the King against the five members, or rather against

that Parliament which had concurred in almost all the acts of the five

members, was the cause of the civil war. It was plain that either Charles or

the House of Commons must be stripped of all real power in the state. The

best course which the Commons could have taken would perhaps have been

to depose the King, as their ancestors h«i deposed Edward the Second and
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Richard the Second, and as their children afterwards deposed James. Had
they done this, had they placed on the throne a prince whose character and
whose situation would have been a pledge for his good conduct, they might
safely have left to that prince all the old constitutional prerogatives of the
Crown, the command of the armies of the state, the power of making peers,

the power of appointing ministers, a veto on bills passed by the two Houses.
Such a prince, reigning by their choice, would have been under the neces-
sity of acting in conformity with their wishes. But the public mind was
not ripe for such a measure. There was no Duke of Lancaster, no Prince
of Orange, no great and eminent person, near in blood to the throne, yet
attached to the cause of the people. Charles was then to remain King ; and
it was therefore necessary that he should be king only in name. A William
the Third, or a George the First, whose title to the crown was identical with
the title of the people to their liberty, might safely be trusted with extensive

powers. But new freedom could not exist in safety under the old tyrant.

Since he was not to be deprived of the name of king, the only course which
was left was to make him a mere trustee, nominally seised of prerogatives

of which others had the use, a Grand Lama, a Roi Faifttant, a phantom
resembling those Dagoberts and Childeberts who wore the badges of royalty,

while Ebroin and Charles Martel held the real sovereignty of the state.

The conditions which the Parliament propounded were hard, but, we are

sure, not harder than those which even the Tories, in the Convention of

1689, would have imposed on James, if it had been resolved that James
should continue to be king. The chief condition was that the command of

the niilitia and the conduct of the war in Ireland should be left to the Par-
liament. On this point was that great issue joined, whereof the two parties

put themselves on God and on the sword.
We think, not only that the Commons were justified in demanding for

themselves the power to dispose of the military force, but that it would havf
been absolute insanity in them to leave that force at the disposal of the King.
From the very beginning of his reign, it had evidently been his object to

govern by an army. His third Parliament had complained, in the Petition

of Right, of his fondness for martial law, and of the vexatious manner in which
he billeted his soldiers on the people. The wish nearest the heart of Straf-

ford was, as his letters prove, that the revenue might be brought into .such

a state as would enable the King to keep a standing military establishment.

In 1640, Charles had supported an army in the northern counties by lawless

exactions. In 1641 he had engaged in an intrigue, the object of which was
to bring that army to London for the purpose of overawing the Parliament.
His late conduct had proved that, if he were suffered to retain even a small
body-guard of his own creatures near his person, the Commons would be in

danger of outrage, perhaps of massacre. The Houses were still deliberating

under the protection of the militia of London. Could the command of the
whole armed force of the realm have been, under these circumstances, safely

confided to the King ? Would it not have been frenzy in the Parliament to

raise and pay an army of fifteen or twenty thousand men for the Irish war,

and to give to Charles the absolute control of this army, and the power of

.selecting, promoting, and dismissing officers at his pleasure? Was it not
probable that this army might become, what it is the nature of armies to be-

come, what so many armies formed under much more favourable circum-
stances have become, what the army of the Roman republic became, what
the army of the French republic became, an instrument of despotism ? Was
it not probable that the soldiers might forget that they were also citizens, and
might be ready to serve their general against their country? Was it not cer-

tain that, on the very first day on which Charles could venture to revoke his

concessions, and to punish his opponents, he would establish an arbitrary

govemmeit. and exact a bioody revenge ?
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Our own times furnish a parallel case. Suppose that a revolution should

take place in Spain, that the Constitution of Cadiz should be ree>lablishcd,

that the Cortes should meet again, that the Spanish Pr)-nnes and Burtons,

who are now wandering in rags round Leicester Square, should be restored

to their country. Ferdinand the Seventh would, in that case, of course re-

peat all the oaths and promises which he made in 1820, and broke in 1823.

But would it not be madness in the Cortes, even if they were to leave him

the name of King, to leave him more than the name ? ^Vould not all Europe

scoff at them, if they were to permit him to assemble a large army for an ex-

pedition to America, to model that army at his pleasure, to put it under the

command of officers chosen by himself? Should we not say that every mem-
ber of the Constitutional party who might concur in such a measure would

most richly deserve the fate which he would probably meet, the fate of Kiego

and of the Empecinado ? \Ve are not disposed to pa_\ compliments to Fer-

dinand ; nor do we conceive that we pay him any compliment, when we say

that, of all sovereigns in histor>', he seems to us most to resemble, in some

very important points. King Charles the First. Like Charles, he is pious

after a certain fashion ; like Charles, he hxs made large concessions to his

people after a certain fashion. It is well for him that he has had to deal with

men who bore very little resemblance to the English Puritans.

The Commons would have the power of the sword ; the King would not

part with it ; and nothing remained but to try the chances of war. Charles

still had a strong party in the country. Flis august office, his dignified man-

ners, his solemn protestations that he would for the time to come respect the

liberties of his subjects, pity for fallen greatness, fear of violent innovatiori,

secured to him many adherents. He had with him the Church, the Uni-

versities, a majority of the nobles and of the old landed gentry. The
austerity of the Puritan manners drove most of the gay and dissolute youth

of that ige to the royal standard. Many good, brave, and moderate men,

who disliked his former conduct, and who entertained doubts touching his

present sincerity, espoused his cause unwillingly and with many painful

misgiving! , because, though they dreaded his tyranny much, they dreaded

democratic violence more.

On the other side was the great body of the middle orders of England, the

merchan'-s, the shopkeepers, the yeomanry, headed by a very Lirge and for-

midable minority of the peerage and of the landed gentiy. The Earl of

Essex, a man of' respectable abilities and of some military experience, was

apf)ointed to the command of the parliamentary army.

Hampden spared neither his fortune nor his person in the cause. He sub-

scribed two thousand pounds to the public service. He took a colonel's

commission in the army, and went into Buckinghamshire to raise a regiment^

of infantry. His neighbours eageriy enlisted under his command. His men
were known by their green uniform, and by their standard, which bore on

one side the watchword of the Parliament, " God with us." and on the other

the device of Hampden, " Vestigia nulla retrorsum." This motto well de-

scribed the line of conduct which he pursued. No memljer of his party ha<l

been so temperate, while there remained a hope that legal and peaceable

measures might save the country. No member of his party showed so much
enet^ and vigour when it became necessary to appeal to arms. He made
himself thoroughly ma.ster of his mihtary duty, and " performed it," to use

the words of Clarendon, " upon all occasion^ most punctually." The regi-

ment which he had raised and trained was considered as one of the Ixjst in

the service of the Parliament. He exposed his person in every action, with

ail intrepidity which made him conspicuous even among thou.sands of brave

men. " He was," sjiys Clarendon, " of a personal courage ecjual to his best

parts ; so that he was an enemy not to Ije wished wherever he might have

been made a friend, and as much to be apprehended where he was so, as any
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man could deserve to be." Though his military career was short, and his

military situation subordinate, he fully proved that he possessed the talents

of a great general, as well as those of a great statesman.
We shall not attempt to give a history of the war. Lord Nugent's account

of the military operations is very animated and striking. Our abstract would
be dull, and probably unintelligible. There was, in fact, for some time no
great and connected system of operations on either side. The war of the

two parties was like the war of Arimancs and Oromasdes, neither of whom,
according to the Eastern theologians, has any exclusive domain, who are

equally omnipresent, who equally pervade all space, who carry on their eternal

strife within every particle of matter. There was a petty war in almost every
county. A town furnished troops to the Parliament while the manor-house
of the neighbouring peer was garrisoned for the King. The combatants were
rarely disposed to march far from their ownhomes. It was reserved for P'aitfax

and Cromwell to terminate this desultory warfare, by moving one overvvhelming
force successively against all the scattered fragments of the royal party.

It is a remarkable circumstance that the officers who had studied tactics in

what were considered as the best schools, under Vere in the Netherlands,

and under Gustavus Adolphus in Germany, displayed far less skill than those

commanders who had been bred to peaceful employments, and who never

saw even a skirmish till the civil war broke out. An unlearned person might
hence be inclined to suspect that the military art is no very profound mystery,

that its principles are the principles of plain good sense, and that a quick

eye, a cool head, and a stout heart, will do more to make a general than all

the diagrams of Jomini. This, however, is certain, that Hampden showed
himself a far better officer than Essex, and Cromwell than Leslie.

The military errors of Essex were probably in some degree produced by
political timidity. He was honestly, but not warmly, attached to the cause

of the Parliament ; and ne.xt to a great defeat he dreaded a great victory.

Hampden, on the other hand, was for vigorous and decisive measures. When
he drew the sword, as Clarendon has well said, he threw away the scabbard.

He had shown that he knew better than any public man of his time how to

value and how to practise moderation. But he knew that the essence of war
is violence, and that moderation in war is imliecility. On several occasions,

particularly during the operations in the neighbourhood of Brentford, he re-

monstrated earnestly with Essex. Wherever he commanded separately, the

boldness and rapidity of his movements presented a striking contrast to the

sluggishness of his superior.

In the Parliament he possessed boundless influence. His employments
towards the close of 1642 have been described by Denham in some lines

which, though intended to be sarcastic, convey in truth the highest eulogy.

Hampden is described in this satire as peqietually passing and repassing

between the military station at Windsor and the House of Commons at West-
minster, as overawing the general, and as giving law to that Parliament which
knew no other law. It was at this time that he organised that celebrated

association of counties, to which his party was principally mdebted for its

victory over the King.

In the early part of 1643, the shires lying in the neighbourhood of London,
which were devoted to the cause of the Parliament, were incessantly annoyed
by Rupert and his cavalry. Essex had extended his lines so far that almost

every point was vulnerable. The young prince who, though not a great

general, was an active and. enterprising partisan, frequently surprised posts,

burnt villages, swept away cattle, and was again at Oxford before a force

sufficient to encounter him could be assembled.

The languid proceedings of Essex were loudly condemned by the troops.

All the ardent and daring spirits in the parliamentary party were eager to
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hr.vc Ham[^len at their head. Had his life been prolongetl, there is every
[(.ason to believe that tlie supreme command would have been intrusted to

ium. But it wxs decreed that, at this conjuncture, England should lose the
Illy man who united perfect disinterestedness to eminent talents, the only
a in who, being capable of gaining the victor}' for her, was incapable of

abusing that victory when gained.

In the evening of the seventeenth of June, Rupert darted out ol Oxford
\Mth his cavalry on a pictlator)' exj)edition. At three m the morning of the
liowing day, he attacked and dispersed a few parliamentary soldiers who
v at Postcombe. He then (lew to Chinnor, burned the village, killed or

>k all the troops who were ([uartered there, and prepared to hurry back with
;> liooty and his prisoners tu Oxford.

Hampden had, on the preceding day, strongly represented to Essex the
Linger to which th<s part of the line was exposed. As soon as he received
intelligence of Rupert's incursion, he sent off a horseman with a message to

the General. The cavaliers, he said, could return only by Chiselhampton
Bridge. A force ought to be instantly despatched in that direction for the

purjjose of intercepting them. In the mean time, he resolved to set out with
all the cavalry that he could muster, for the purpose of impeding the march
of the enemy till Essex could take measures for cutting off their retreat. A
considerable body of horse and dragoons volunteered to follow him. He was
not their commander. He did not even belong to their branch of the ser-

vice. But "he was," says Lord Clarendon, "second to none but the General
himself in the observance and application of all men." On the field of Chal-
grove he came up with Rupert. A fierce skirmish ensued. In the first

charge, Hampden wxs struck in the shoulder by two bullets, which broke the
bone, and loclged in his body. The troops .of the Parliament lost heart and
gave way. Rupert, after pursuing them for a short time, hastened to cross

the bridge, and made his retreat unmolested to Oxford.
Hampden, with his head drooping, and his hands leaning on his horse's

neck, moved feebly out of the battle, rhe mansion which had been inhabited
by his father-in-law, and from which in his youth he had carried home his

bride Elizabeth, was in sight. There still remains an affecting tradition that
he looked for a moment towards that beloved house, and made an effort to
go thither to die. But the enemy lay in that direction. He turned his horse
towards Thame, where he arrived almost fainting with agony. The surgeons
dressed his wounds. But there was ho hope. The pain which he suffered
wxs most excruciating. But he endured it with admirable firmness and re-

signation. His first care wxs for his country. He wrote from his bed several
letters to London concerning public affairs, and sent a last pressing message
to the liead-quarters, recommending that the dispersed forces should be con-
centrated. When his public duties were performed, he calmly prepared him-
self to die. He wxs attended by a clergyman of the Church of Enudand, with
whom he had lived in habits of intimacy, and by the chaplain of the Buck-
inghamshire Green-coats, Dr .Spurton, whom Baxter describes as a famous
and excellent divine.

A short time before Hampden's death the sacrament was administered to

him. He declared that, though he disliked the government of the Church
of England, he yet agreed with that church as to all essential matters of doc-
trine. His intellect remained unclouded. When all was nearly over, he lay
murmuring faint prayers for himself, and for the cause in which he died.
" Lord Jesus," he e.xclaimed, in the moment of the last agony, " receive my
soul. O Lord, save my country. O Lord, l>e merciful to ." In that

broken ej.aculation passed away his noble and fearless spirit.

He wxs burietl in the parish church of Hampden. His soldiers, bare-
headed, with reversed arms and muffled drums and colours, escorted his bo<ly

H
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to the grnve, singing,;, as lliey marched, that lofty and melancholy psalm m
which the fragility ol human life is contrasted with the immutability of Him
to whom a thousand years are as yesterday when it is passed, and as a watch
in the night.

The news of Hampden's death produced as great a consternation in his

party, according to Clarendon, as if their whole army had been cut off. The
journals of the time amply prove that the Parliament and all its friends were
filled with grief and dismay. Lord Nugent has quoted a remarkable passage
from the next Weekly Intelligencer. "The loss of Colonel Hampden goeth
near the heart of every man that loves the good of his king and country, and
makes some conceive little content to be at the army now that he is gone.

The memory of this deceased colonel is .such, that in no age to come but it

will more and more be had in honour and esteem ; a man so religious, and
of that prudence, judgment, temper, valour, and integrity, that he hath left

few his like behind."
He had indeed left none his like behind him. There still remained, indeed,

in his party, many acute intellects, many eloquent tongues, many brave and
honest hearts. 'I'here still remained a rugged and clownish soldier, half

fanatic, half buffoon, whose talents, discerned as yet only by one penetrating

eye, were equal to all the highest duties of the .soldier and the prince. But
in Hampden, and in Hampden alone, were united all the qualities which, at

such a crisis, were necessary to save the state, the valour and energ)' of Crom-
well, the discernment and eloquence of Vane, the humanity and moderation
of Manchester, the stern integrity of Hale, the ardent public spirit of Sydney.
Others might possess the qualities which were necessaiy to save tlie populat

party in the crisis of danger ; he alone had both the power and the inclina-

tion to restrain its excesses in the hour of triumph. Others could conquer

;

he alone could reconcile. A heart as bold as his brought up the cuirassiers

who turned the tide of battle on Marston Moor. As skilful an eye as his

watched the Scotch army descending from the heights over Dunbar. But it

was when to the sullen tyranny of Laud and Charles had succeeded the fierce

conflict of sects and factions, ambitious of ascendency and burning for revenge,

it was when the vices and ignorance which t'i,,; old tyranny had generated

threatened the new freedom with destruction, that England missed the

sobriety, the self-command, the perfect soundness of judgment, the perfect

rectitude of intention, to which the history of revolutions furnishes no parallel,

or furnishes a parallel in Washington alone.

BURLIiIGH AND HIS TIMES. (April, 1832.)

Memo.rs of the Life iind Administration of the Right Honourable William Cecil

Lord Burghley, Secretary ofState in Ike Reipi of King Ed-7vard the Sijcth, and
Lord High Treasurer of Englami in the Reigti of Queen Elizabeth. Containing
an Historical Vtcw of tlie Times in which he lived, atid of the many emittent and
illustrious Persons ivi.h 'whom he was connected : ivith Extractsfrom his Prirate
and Official Correspo/idence and other Papers, nowfirstpublislieifrom the Originals.

By the Reverend Edwarh N.\RiiS, D.IJ., Regius Profossor of Modern History in the

University of Oxford. 3 vols. 410. London : ib28, 1832:.

The work of Dr Nares has filled us with astonishment similar to that which
Captain Lemuel Gulliver felt when first he landed in Brobdingnag, and saw
corn as high as the oaks in the New Forest, thimbles as large as buckets,

and wrens of the bulk of turkeys. The whole book, and every component

part of it, is on a gigantic scale. The title is as long as an ordinary preface :

the prefatory matter would furnish out an ordinary book ; and the book con-

tains as much reading as an ordinary library. We cannot sum u]) the merits

of the stupendous mass of paper which lies before us better than by saying

that it consists of about two thousand closely printed quarto pages, that it

I
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ccupies fifieen huuiirod inches cubic measure, and thai il \\ cij^jhs sixty pounds
..voirdupois. Such a book might, before tlie deluge, have been considered

as light reading by Hilpa and ShaUim. But unhappily llie life of man is

now threescore years and ten ; and wc cannot but tliink il somewhat unfair

in Dr Nares to demand from us so large a portion of so short an existence.

Compared with the labour of reading through tliese volumes, all other

labour, the labour of thieves on the treadmill, of children in factories, of

negroes in sugar plantations, is an agreeable recreation. There was, it is

said, a criminal in Italy, who was suffered to make his choice between
Guicciardini and the galleys. He chose the history. But the war of Pisa

was too much for him. He changed his mind, and went to the oar. Guic-

ciardini, though cenainly not the most amusing of writers, is a Herodotus or

a Ijxoissart, when compared w ith Dr Nares. It is not merely in bulk, but

in pacific gravity also, that these m.;moirs exceed all other human composi-

tions. ()n every subject which the Professor discusses, he produces three

times as many pages as another man ; and one of his pages is as tedious as

another man's three. His book is swelled to its vast dimensions by endless

repetitions, by episodes which have nothing to do with the main action, by
quotations from books which are in every circulating librar}', and by rellec-

tions which, when they happen to be just, are so obvious that they must
necessarily occur to the mind of ever}' reader. He employs more words in

expounding and defending a truism than any other writer would employ in

supporting a paradox. Of the loiles of historical perspective, lie has not the

faintest notion. There is neitlier foreground nor background in his delinea-

tion. The wars of Charles the Fifth in Germany are detailed at almost as

much length as in Robertson's life of that prince. The troubles of Scotland

are related as fully as in M 'Crie's Life of John Knox. It would be most unjust

to deny that Dr \ares is a man of great industry and research ; but he is so

utterly incompetent to arrange the materials which he has collected that he
might as weil have left them in their original repositories.

Neither the facts which Dr Nares has discovered, nor the arguments which
he urges, will, we apprehend, materially alter the opinion generally enter-

tained by judicious readers of histor}' concerning his hero. Lord Burleigh

can hardly be called a great man. He was not one of those whose genius

and energy change the fate of empires. He was by nature and habit one of

those who follow, not one of those who lead. Nothing that is recorded,

either of his words or of his actions, indicates intellectual or moral elevation.

But his talents, though not brilliant, were of an eminently useful kind ; and
his principles, though not inllexible, were not more rela.xed than those of his

aflsociates and competitors. He had a cool temper, a sound judgment, great

powers of application, and a constant eye to the main chance. In his youth
he was, it seems, fond of practical jokes, ^'et even out of these he contrived
to extract some p)ecuniary profit. When he was studying the law at Gray's
Inn, he lost all his furniture and books at the gaming table to one of his

friends. He accordingly bored a hole in the wall which separated his cham-
bers from those of his associate, and at midnight bellowed through this pass-

age threats of damnation and calls to repentance in the ears of the victorious

gambler, who lay sweating with fear all night, and refunded his winnings on
his knees next day. " Many other the like merry jests," says his old bio-

grapher, " I have heard him tell, too long to be here noted.' To the last,

Burleigh was somewhat jocose ; and some of his sportive sayings have been
recorded by Bacon. They show much more shrewdness than generosity, and
are, indeed, neatly expressed reasoiu for exacting money rigorously, and for

keeping it carefully. It must, however, be acknowledged that he was rigor-

'U* and careful for the jmbhc advantage as well as for his own. To extol

his moral character a.«; Dr N.ires has extolled it is absurd. It vould \vi
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equally absurd lo represent him as a corrupt, rapacious, and bad-licarted

man. He paid great attention to the interests of the state, and great atten-

tion also to the interest of his own family. He never deserted his friends

till it was very inconvenient to stand by them, was an excellent Protestant

when it was not very advantageous to be a Papist, recommended a tolerant

policy to his mistress as strongly as he could recommend it without hazarding
her favour, never put to the rack any person from whom it did not seem prob-

able that useful information might be derived, and was so moderate in his

desires that he left only three hundred distinct landed estates, though he might,
as his honest ser\'ant assures us, have left much more, " if he would have taken
money out of the Exchequer for his own use, as many Treasurers have done.

"

Burleigh, like the old Marquess of Winchester, who preceded him in the

custody of the White Staff, was of the willow, and not of the oak. ^e
first rose into notice by defending the supremacy of Henry the Eighth, ^ie
was subsequently favoured and promoted by the Duke of Somerset. He not

only contrived to escape unhurt \\'hen his patron fell, but became an important
member of the administration of Northumberland. Dr Nares assures us over

and over again that there could have been nothing base in Cecil's conduct on
this occasion ; for, says he, Cecil continued to stand well with Cranmer.
This, we confess, hardly satisfies us. We are much of the mind of Falstalfs

tailor. We must have better assurance for Sir John than Bardolph's. We
like not the security.

Through the whole course of that miserable intrigue which was carried on
round the dying bed of Edward the Sixth, Cecil so bemeaned himself as to

avoid,' first, the displeasure of Northumberland, and afterwards the displea-

sure of Mary. He was prudently unwilling to put his hand to the instrument

which changed the course of the succession. But the furious Dudley was
master of the palace. Cecil, therefore, according to his own account, excused
himself from signing as a party, but consented to sign as a witness. It is not

easy to describe his dexterous conduct at this most perplexing crisis,' in lan-

guage more appropriate than that which is employed by old Fuller.
'
' His hand

wrote it as secretary of state," says that quaint writer ; "but his heart consented

not thereto. Yea, he openly opposed it ; though at last yieldingto the greatness

of Northumberland, in an age when it was present drowning not to swim \\\\h.

the stream. But as the philosopher tells us, that, though the planets be
whirled about daily from east to west, by the motion of the pritnxivi mobile,

yet have they also a contrary proper motion of their own from west to east,

which they slowly, though surely, move at their leisure ; so Cecil had secret I

counter-endeavours against the strain of the court herein, and privately
|

advanced his rightful intentions against the foresaid duke's ambition.

"

This was undoubtedly the most perilous conjuncture of Cecil's life.

Wherever there was a safe course, he was safe. But here every course was
full of danger. His situation rendered it impossible for him to be neutral.

If he acted on either side, if he refused to act at all, he ran a fearful risk.

He saw all the difficulties of his position. He sent his money and plate out

of London, made over his estates to his son, and carried anus about his

person. His best arms, however, were his sagacity and his self-command.

The plot in which he had been an unwilling accomplice ended, as it was
natural that so odious and absurd a plot should end, in the ruin of its con-

trivers. In the mean time, Cecil quietly extricated himself, and, having

been successively patronised by Henry, by Somerset, and by Northumber-
land, continued to flourish under the protection of Mary.
He had no aspirations after the crown of martyrdom. He confessed him-

self, therefore, with great decorum, heard mass in Wimbledon Church at

Easter, and, for the better ordering of his spiritual concerns, took a priest

into his house. Dr Nares, whose simplicity passes that of any casuis» with
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whom we are acquainted, vindicates his hero by assuring us that this was
not supcrstitipn, but pure unmixed hypocrisy. " That he cliii in some
manner conform, we shall not be able, in the face of existim^ documents, to

deny; while we feel in our own minds alnnulantly satisfieii, that, «lunng
ihi> very trying reign, he never abandoned the prospect of another revolu-

tion in favour of Protestantism." In another place, the Doctor tells us, that

Cecil went to mass " with no idolatrous intention." Nobody, we believe,

ever accused him of idolatrous intentions. The very ground of the charge
against him is that he had no idolatrous intentions^ We never should have
blamed him if he had really gone to Wimbledon Church, with the feelings

of a good Catholic, to worship the host. Dr Nares speaks in several places

with just severity of the sophistry of the Jesuits, and with just admiration
of the incomparable letters of Pascal. It is somewhat strange, therefore,

that he should adopt, to the full extent, the Jesuitical doctrine of the direc-

tion of intentions.

We do not blame Cecil for not choosing to be burnt. The deep stain

upon his memor\' is that, for differences of opinion for which he would risk

nothing himself, he, in the day of his power, took away without scruple the
lives of others. One of the excuses suggested in these Memoirs for his con-
forming, during the reign of Mar)', to the Church of Rome, is that he may
have been of the same mind with those German Protestants who were called

Adiaphorists, and who considered the popish rites as matters indifferent.

Melancthon wxs one of these moderate persons, and "appears," says Dr
Nares, " to have gonf greater lengths than any imputed to Lord Burleigh."
We should have thought this not only an excuse, but a complete vindication, if

Cecil had been an Adiaphorist for the benefit of others as well as for his own.
If the popish rites were matters of so little-moment that a good Protestant
might lawfully practise them for his safety, how could it be just or humane
that a Papist should be hanged, drawn, and quartered, for practising them
from a sense of duty ? Unhappily these non-essentials soon became matters
of life and death. Just at the very time at which Cecil attained the highest
point of power and favour, an Act of Parliament was passed by which the
penalties of high treason were denounced against persons who should do in

sincerity what he had done from cowardice.

Early in the reign of Mary, Cecil was employed in amission scarcely con-
sistent with the character of a zealous Protestant. He was sent to escort the
Papal Legate, Cardinal Pole, from Brussels to London. That great body
of moderate persons who cared more for the quiet of the realm than for the
controverted points which were in issue between the Churches seem to have
placed their chief hope in the wisdom and humanity of the gentle Cardinal.
Cecil, it is clear, cultivated the friendship of Pole with great assiduity, and
received great advantage from the Legate's protection.

But the best protection of Cecil, during the gloomy and disastrous reign
of Marj', was that which he derived from his own pnidence and from his
own temper, a prudence which could never be lulled into carelessness, a
temper which could never be irritated into rashness. The Papists could find
no occasion against him. Yet he did not lose the esteem even of those
sterner Protestants who had preferred exile to recantation. He attached
himself to the persecuted heiress of the throne, and entitled himself to her
gratitude and confidence. Vet he continuetl to receive marks of favour from
the Queen. In the House of Commons, he put himself at the head of the
party opposed to the Court. Yet, so guarded was his language that, even
when some of those who acted with him were imprisoned by the Privy
Council, ht escaped with impunity.
At length Mary died : Elizabeth succeeded ; and Cecil rose at once to

greatness. He was sworn in Pri\7-counciUor and Secretary of State to thi*
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new soveraign before he left her prison of Hatfield ; and he continued to

ser\'e her during forty years, without intermission, in the highest employ-
ments. His abilities were precisely those which keep men long in power. He
belonged to the class of the Walpoles, the Pelhams. and the Liverpools, not

to that of the St Johns, the Carterets, the Chathams, and the Cannings. If

he had been a man of original genius and of an enteiprising spirit, it would
have been scarcely ))ossihle for him to keep his power or even his head.

There was not room in one government for an Elizabeth and a Richelieu.

What the haughty daugiiter of Henry needed, was a moderate, cautious,

flexible minister, skilled in the details of business, competent to advise, but

not aspiring to command. And such a minister she found in Burleigh. No
arts could shake the confidence which she reposed in her old and trusty ser-

vant. The courtly graces of Leicester, the brilliant talents and accomplish-

ments of Essex, touched the fancy, perhaps the heart, of the woman ; but

no rival could deprive the Treasurer of the place which he possessed in the

favour of the Queen. She sometimes chid him sharply ; but he was the man
whom she delighted to honour. Vox Burleigh, she forgot her usual parsi-

mony both of wealth and of dignities. For Burleigh, .she relaxed that severe

etiquette to which she was unreasonably attached. Every other person to

whom she addressed her speech, or on whom the glance of her eagle eye fell,

instantly sank on his knee. For Burleigh alone, a chair was set in her pre-

sence ; and there the old minister,by birth only a plain Lincolnshire esquire,

took his ease, while the haughty heirs of the Fitzalans and the De Veres

humbled themselves to the dust around him. At len^h, having survived all

his early coadjutors and rivals, he died full of years and honours. His royal

mistress visited him on his deathbed, and cheered him with assurances of her

affection and esteem ; and his power passed, with little diminution, to a son

who inherited his abilities, and whose mind had been fomred by his counsels.

The life of Burleigh was commensurate with one of the most important

periods in the history of the world. It exactly measures the time during

•yhich the House of Austria held decided superiority and aspired to universal

dominion. In the year in which Burleigh was bom, Charles the Fifth ob-

tained the imperial crown. In the year in which Burleigh died, the vast

designs which had, during near a century, kept Europe in constant agitation,

were buried in the sane grave with the proud and sullen Philip.

The life of Burleigh was commensurate also with the period during which
a great moral revolution was effected, a revolution the consequences of which

were felt, not only in the cabinets of princes, but at half the firesides in

Christendom. He was bom when the great religious schism was just com-
mencing. He lived to see that schism complete, and to see aline of demar-
cation, which, since his death, has been veiy little altered, strongly drawn
between Protestant and Catholic Europe.

The only event of modem times which can be properly compared with the

Reformation is the French Revolution, or, to s]icak more accurately, that

great revolution of political feeling which took place in almost every part of

the civilised world during the eighteenth century, and which obtained in

France its most terrible and signal triumph. Each of these memorable
events may be described as a rising up of the human reason against a Caste.

The one was a struggle of the laity against the clergy for intellectual liberty

;

the other was a straggle of the people against princes and nobles for political

liberty. In both cases, the spirit of innovation was at first encouraged by the

class to which it was likely to be most prejudicial. It was under the patron-

age of Frederic, of Catherine, of Joseph, and of the grandees of France, that

the philosophy which afterwards threatened all the thrones and aristocracies

of Europe with destruction first became formidable. The ardour with which
men betook themselves to liberal studies at the close of the fifteenth and
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the beginning of the sixteenth century, was zealously encouraged by the

heads of that very church to which liberal studies were destined to be fatal

In both cases, when the explosion came, it came with a violence which

appalleil and disgusted many of those who had previously been distiiii^ished

by the freedom ot their opinions. The violence of the democratic party in

F"ranee made Burke a Tory and Alfieri a courtier. The violence of the chiefs

of the German schism made Erasmus a defender of abuses, and turned the

author of Utopia into a persecutor. In both cases, the convulsion which

had overthrown deeply seated errors, shook all the principles on which so-

ciety rests to their very foundations. The minds of men were unsettled. Il

seemecl for a time that all order and morality were about to perish with the

prejudices with which they had been long and intimately associated. Fright-

ful cruelties were committed. Immense masses of property were confiscated.

Every part of Europe swarmed \\ ith exiles. In moody and turbulent spirits

leal soured into malignity, or foamed mto madness. From the political agi-

tation of the eighteenth century sprang the Jacobins. From the religious

agitation of the sixteenth century sprang the Anabaptists. The partisans of

Robespierre robbed and murdered in the name of fraternity and equality. The
followers of Kniperdoling roblied and murdered in the name of Christian

liberty. The feeling of patriotism was, in many parts of Europe, almost

A-holly extinguished. All the old maxims of foreign policy were changed.

Physical boundaries were superseded by moral boundaries. Nations made
war on each other with new arms, with arms which no fortifications, however
strong by nature or by art, could resist, with arms before which rivers parted

like the Jordan, and ramparts fell down like the walls of Jericho. The great

masters of tleeis and armies were often reduced to confess, like Milton's war-

like angel, how hard they found il

" To exclude
Spiritunl substance with corporeal bar."

Europe was divided, as Greece had been divided during the period concerning
which Thmcydides wrote. Ihe conflict was not, as it is in ordinary times, be-

tween state and state, but l>etween two omnipresent factions, each of which
was in some places dominant and in other places oppres.-.ed, but which, openlv
or covertly, carried on their strife in the bosom of every society. No man a.^ked

whether another l)elongcd to the same country with himself, but whether he
l>elonged to the same sect. Party-spirit seemed to justify and consecrate ac's

which, in any other times, would have been considered as the foulest of trea-

.sons. The French emigrant saw nothing disgraceful in bringing Austrian and
Prussian hussars to Paris. The Irish or Italian democrat saw no impropriety
in ser\ing the French Directory agaiast his owm native government. So,
in the sixteenth century, the fury of ihecjlogical factions suspended all national
animosities and jealousies. The Spaniards were invited into France by the
I-eague; the English were invited into France by the Huguenots.
We by no raeaiia intend to underrate or to palliate the crimes and excesses

which, during the last generation, were produced by the spirit of democracy,
but, when we hear men zealous for the Protestant religion constantly repre-

sent the French Revolution as radically and e.vsentially evil on account of

those crimes and excesses, we cannot but remember that the deliverance of

our ancestors from the house of their spiritual bondage was effected "by
plagues and by signs, by wonders and by war." We caimot but remem>>er
liiat, as in the case of the French Revolution, so also in the case of the Re-
formation, those who rose up against tyranny were thenxselves deeply tainted

with the vices which tyranny engenders. We cannot but remember that lil)els

scarcely less scandalous than those of Hebert, mummeries scarcely less absurd
than those of Clootz, and crimes scarcely less atrocious than those of Marat,
disgrace »he early history of Protestantism. The Reformation is an <"vem
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long past. That volcano has spent its rage. The wide waste pioduced by
its outbreak is forgotten. The landmarks which were swept away have been
replaced. The ruined edifices have been repaired. The lava has covered
with a rich incrustation the fields which it once devastated, and, after having
turned a beautiful and fruitful garden into a desert, has again turned the

desert into a still more beautiful and fruitful garden. The second great erup-

tion is not yet over. The marks of its ravages are still all around us. The
ashes are still hot beneath our feet. In some directions, the deluge of fire

still continues to spread. Yet experience surely entitles us to believe that

this explosion, like that which preceded it, will fertilise the soil which it has
devastated. Already, in those parts which have suffered most severely, rich

cultivation and secure dwellings have begun to appear amidst the waste.

The more we read of the history of past ages, the more we obsen'e the signs

of our own times, the more do we feel our hearts filled and swelled up by a

good hope for the future destinies of the human race.

The history of the Reformation in England is full of strange problems.
The most prominent and extraordinary phenomenon which it presents to us
is the gigantic strength of the government contrasted with the feebleness of

the religious parties. During the twelve or thirteen years which followed

the death of Henry the Eighth, the religion of the state was thrice changed.
Protestantism was established by PIdward ; the Catholic Church was restoreil

by Mary ; Protestantism was again established by Ehzabeth. The faith of

the nation seemed to depend on the personal incHnations of the sovereign.

Nor was this all. An established church was then, as a matter of course, a

persecuting church. Edward persecuted Catholics. Mary persecuted Pro-
testants. Elizabeth persecuted Catholics again. The father of those three

sovereigns had enjoyed the pleasure of persecuting both sects at once, and
had sent to death, on the same hurdle, the heretic who denied the real pre-

sence, and the traitor who denied the royal supremacy. There was nothing
in England like that fierce and bloody opposition which, in France, each of

the religious factions in its turn offered to the government. We had neither

a Coligny nor a Mayenne, neither a Moncontour nor an Ivry. No English
city braved sword and famine for the reformed doctrines with the spirit of

Rochelle, or for the Catholic doctrines with the spirit of Paris. Neither sect

in England formed a League. Neither sect extorted a recantation from the
sovereign. Neither sect coUld obtain from an adverse sovereign even a toler-

ation. The English Protestants, after several years of domination, sank down
with scarcely a stniggle under the tyranny of Mary. The Catholics, after

having regained and abused their old ascendency, submitted patiently to the

severe rule of Elizabeth. . Neither Protestants nor Catholics engaged in any
great and well organized scheme of resistance. A few wild and tumultuous
risings, suppressed as soon as they appeared, a few dark conspiracies in which
only a small number of desperate men engaged, such were the utmost efforts

made by these two parties to assert the most sacred of human rights, attacked
by the most odious tyranny.

The explanation of these circumstances which has generally been given is

very simple, but by no means satisfactory. The power of the crown, it is

said, was then at its height, and was in fact despotic. This solution, we
own, seems to us to be no solution at all. It has long been the fashion, a
fa.shion introduced by Mr Hume, to describe the English monarcliy in the

sixteenth century as an absolute monarchy. And such undoubtedly it appears

to a superficial observer. Elizabeth, it is tnie, often spoke to her parliaments

in language as haughty and imperious as that which the Great Turk would
use to his divan. She punished with great .severity members of the House
of Commons who, in her opinion, carried the freedom of debate too far. She
assumed the power of legislating bv means of proclamations. She imprisoned
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her subjects without bringing them to a legal trial. Torture was often eni-

I>loyed. in defiance of the laws of England, for the purpose of extorting con-

fessions from those who were shut up in her ilungeons. The authority of the

Star Chamber and of the Kcclesiastical Commission was at its highest point.

Severe restraints were imposed on political and religious discussion. Tiie

number of presses was at one time limited. No man could print without a

license ; and every work had to undergo '/.:e scrutiny of the Frimate, or the

Bishop of London. Persons whose writings were displeasing to the Court

were cruelly mutilated, like Stubbs, or put to death, like Penry. N'oncon-

lormity was severely punished. The Queen prescribed the exact nde of reli-

gious faith and discipline ; and whoever departed from that rule, either to the

right or to the left, was in danger of severe penalties.

Such was this government. Vei we know that it was loved by the great

body of tho>e who lived under it. We know that, during the fierce contests

of the seventeenth century, both tiiel'osiile panics spoke 01 tlie time ol Eliza-

beth as of a golden age. That great Queen has now been lying two hundred

and thirty yean^ in Henry the Seventh's chapel. Yet her memory is still dear

to the hearts of a free people.

The truth seems to be that the government of the Tudors was, with a few
occasional deviations, a popular government, under the forms of despotism.

At first sight, it may seem that the prerogatives of Elizabeth were not less

ample than those of Louis the Fourteenth, and her parliaments were as ob-

sequious as his parliaments, that her warrant had as much authority as his

Uttre-de-cachd. The extravagance with which her courtiers eulogized her

personal and mental channs went beyond the adulation of Boileau and
Moliere. Louis would have blushed to receive from those who composed
the gorgeous circles of Marli and Versailles such outward marks of servitude

as the haughty Britoness e.xacted of all who approached her. But the au-

thority of Louis rested on the support of his army. The authority of Elizabeth

rested solely on the support of her people. Those who say that her power
was absolute do not sufficiently consider in what her power consisted. Her
power consisted in the willing obedience ot her subjects, in their attachment

to her person and to her office, in their respect for the old line from which
she sprang, in their sense of the general security vihich they enjoyed under her

government. These were the means, and the only means, which she hail at

her command for carrying her decrees into execution, for resisting foreign

enemies, and for crushing domestic treason. There was not a ward in the

city, there was not a hundred in any shire in England, which could not have

overpowered the handful of armed men who composed her household. If a

hostile sovereign threatened invasion, ifan ambitious noble raised the standard

of revolt, she could have recourse only to the trainbands of her capital and

the array of her counties, to the citizens and yeomen of England, commanded
by the merchants and esquires of England.

Thus, when intelligence arrived of the vast preparations which Philip was
making for the subjugation nf the realm, the first person to whom the govern-

ment thought of applying for assistance was the Lord Mayor of London.
They sent to ask him what force the city would engage to furnish for the

defence of the kingdom against the Spaniards. The Mayor and Common
<ouncil, in return, desired to know what force the Queen's Highness wished

them to fumi'^h. The answer wxs, fifteen ships and five thousand men. The
Londoners deliberated on the matter, and, two days after, "humbly intreated

the council, in sign of their perfect love and loyalty to prince and country,

to accept ten thousand men, and thirty ships amply furnished."

People who could give such signs as these of their loyally were by no means
to be misgovemetl with impunity. The English in the sixteenth century were,

beyond aJl doubt, a free people. They had not, indeed, the outward show
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of freedom ; but they had the reality. They had not as good a constitution

as we have ; but they had that without which the best constitution is as use-

less as the king's proclamation against vice and immorality, that which,

without any conslitulion, keeps rulers in awe, force, and the spirit to use it.

Parliaments, it is true, were rarely held, and were not very respectfully treated.

The great charter was often violated. But the people had a security against

gross and systematic misgovernment, far stronger than all the parchment
that was ever marked with the sign manual, and than all the wax that was
ever pressed by the great seal.

It is a common error in politics to confound means with ends. Constitu-

tions, charters, petitions of right, declarations of right, representative assem-

blies, electoral colleges, are not good government ; nor do they, even when
most elaborately constructed, necessarily produce good government. Laws
exist in vain for those who have not the courage and the means to defend

them. Electors meet in vain where want makes them the slaves of the land-

lord, or where superstition makes them the slaves of the priest. Represen-

tative assemblies sit in vain unless they have at their command, in the last

resort, the physical power which is necessaiy to make their deliberations

free, and their votes effectual.

The Irish are better represented in parliament than the Scotch, who indeed

are not represented at all.* But are the Irish better goveined than the

Scotch? Surely not. This circumstance has of late been used as an argu-

ment against reform. It proves nothing against reform. It proves only this,

that laws have no magical, no supernatural virtue ; that laws do not act like

Aladdin's lamp or Prince Ahmed's apple ; that priestcraft, that ignorance,

that the rage of contending factions, may make good institutions useless ,

that intelligence, sobriety, industiy, moral freedom, firm union, may supply

in a great measure the defects of the worst representative system. A people

whose education and habits are such, that, in every quarter of the world, they

rise above the mass of those with whom they mix, as surely as oil rises to the

top of water, a people of such temper and self-government that the wildest

popular excesses recorded in their history partake of the gravity of judicial

proceedings, and of the solemnity of religious rites, a people whose national

pride and mutual attachment have passed into a proverb, a people whose
high and fierce spirit, so forcibly described in the haughty motto which en-

circles their thistle, preserved their independence, during a struggle of cen-

turies, from the encroachments of wealthier and more powerful neighbours,

such a people cannot be long oppressed. Any government, however con-

stituted, must respect their wishes and tremble at their discontents. It is

indeed most desirable that such a people should exercise a direct influence

on the conduct of affairs, and should make tlieir wishes known through con-

stitutional organs. But some influence, direct or indirect, they will assuredly

possess. Some organ, constitutional or unconstitutional, they will assuredly

find. They will be better governed under a good constitution than under a

bad constitution. But they will be better governed under the worst consti-

tution than some other nations under the best. In any general classification

of constitutions, the constitution of Scotland must be reckoned as one of the

worst, perhaps as the worst, in Christian Europe. Yet the Scotch are not ill

governed. And the reason is simply that they will not bear to be ill governed.

In some of the Oriental monarchies, in Afghanistan for example, though
there exists nothing which an European publicist would call a Constitution,

the sovereign generally governs in conformity with certain rules established

for the public benefit ; and the sanction of those rules is, that every Afghan
approves them, and that every Afghan is a soldier.

The monarchy of England in the sixteenth century was a monarchy of this

• It must be remembered th.it this w.ns wrifen b-for-; the pas-ing of tht- Reform Act
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kind. It is called an abMjlule monarchy, because little respect was paid by

the Tudors to those instuutions which we have been accustomed to consider

as the sole cliecks on the power of the sovereign. A motlem Englishman

can hardly understand how the people can have had any real security for

good government under kings who levied benevolences, and chid the House
of Commons as they would have chid a pack of dogs. People do not suffi-

ciently consider that, though the legal checks were feeble, the natural checks

were strong. There was one great and effectual limitation on the royal

authority, the knowledge that, if the patience of the nation were severely

tried, the nation would put forth its strength, and that its strengtli would l>t:

found irresistible. If a large body of Englishmen became thoroughly dis-

contented, insteadof presenting requisitions, holding large meetings, passing

resolutions, signing petitions, forming associations, and unions, they rose up ;

they took their halL>erds and their bows ; and, ii the sovereign was not suffi-

cicnliy popular to find among his subjects other halberds and other bows t«»

oppose to the rebels, nothing remained for him but a repetition of the horrible

scenes of Berkeley and Fomfrct. He had no regular anny which could, by
its superior arms and its superior skill, overawe or vanquish the sturdy Com-
moiid of his realm, abounding in the native hardihood of Englishmen, and
trained in the simple discipline of the militia.

It has been said that the Tudors were as absolute as the Caesars. Never
w IS parallel so unfortunate. The government of the Tudors was the direct

opposite to the government of Augustus and his successors. The Caesars

ruled despotically, by means of a great standing army, under the decent

forms of a republican constitution. They called themselves citizens. They
mixed unceremoniously with other citizens. In theory they were only the

elective magistrates of a free commonwealth. Instead of arrogating to them-

selves despotic power, they acknowledged allegiance to the senate. They
were merely the lieutenants ol that venerable body. They mixed in debate.

They even appeared as advocates before the courts of law. \et they could

safely indulge in the wildest freaks of cruelty and rapacity, while their legions

remained faithful. Our Tudors, on the other hand, under the titles and
forms of monarchical supremacy, were essentially popular magistrates. They
had no means of protecting themselves against the public hatred ; and they

were therefore compelled to court the public favour. To enjoy all the state

and all the personal indulgeiicies of absolute power, to be adored with

Oriental prostrations, to dispose at will of the liberty and even of the life

of mini.siers and courtiers, this the nation granted to the Tudors. But the

condition on which they were suffered to be the tyrants of \\ hitehall was
that they should be the mild and paternal sovereigns of England. They
were under the same restraints with regard to their people under which a
military despot is placed with regard to his army. They would have found
it as dangerous to grind their subjects with cruel taxation as Nero would have
found it to leave his praetorians unpaid. Those who immediately surrounded
the royal person, and engaged in the hazardous game of ambition, were
ex[)osed to the most fearful dangers. Buckingham, Oomwell, Surrey,

Seymour of Sudely, Somerset, Northumberland, Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex,

perished on the scaffold. But in general the country gentleman hunted and
the merchant traded in peace. Even Henry, as cruel as Domitian, but far

more politic, contrived, while reeking with the blood of the Lamiae, to be a
favourite with the cobblers.

The Tudors committed very tyrannical acts. But in their ordinary deal-

ings with the people they were not, and could not safely be, tyrants. Some
excesses were easily pardoned. For the nation was proud of the high and
fiery blood of its magnificent princes, and saw, in many proceedinijs which
R law-ver would even then have condemned, the outbreak of the same noble
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spirit which so manfully hurled foul scorn at Parma and at Spain. But to
tliis endurance there was a limit. If the government ventured to adopt
measures which the people really felt to be oppressive, it was soon compelled
to change its course. When Henry the Eighth attempted to raise a forced
loan of unusual amount by proceedings of unusual rigour, the opposition
which he encountered was such as appalled even his stubborn and imperious
spirit. The people, we are told, said that, if they were treated thus, "then
were it worse than the taxes of France ; and England should be bond, and
not free." Tlie county of Suffolk rose in arms. The King prudently yielded
to an opposition which, if he had persisted, would, in all probability, have
taken the form of a general rebellion. Towards the close of the reign of

Elizabeth, the people felt themselves aggrieved by the monopolies. The
Queen, proud and courageous as she was, shrank from a contest with the
nation, and, with admirable sagacity, conceded all that her subjects had de-

manded, while It was yet in her power to concede with dignity and grace.

It cannot be imagined tiiat a people who had in their own hands the means
of checking their princes would suffer any prince to impose upon them a
religion generally detested. It is absurd to suppose that, if the nation had
been decidedly attached to the Protestant faith, Mary could have re-estab-

lished the Papal supremacy. It is equally absurd to suppose that, if the

nation had been zealous for the ancient religion, Elizabeth could have restored

the Protestant Church. The truth is, that the people were not disposed to

engage in a struggle either for the new or for the old doctrines. Abundance
of spirit was shown when it seemed likely that Mary would resume her
father's" grants of church property, or that she would sacrifice the interests

of England to the husband whom she regarded with unmerited tenderness.

That Queen found that it would be madness to attempt the restoration of the

abbey lands. She found that her subjects would never suffer her to make
her hereditary kingdom a fief of Castile. On these points she encountered
a steady resistance, and was compelled to give way. If she was able to

establish the Catholic worship and to persecute those who would not conform
to it, it was evidently because the people cared far less for the Protestant

religion than for the rights of properly and for the independence of the

English crown. In plain words, they did not think the difference between
the hostile sects worth a struggle. There was undoubtedly a zealous Pro-

testant party and a zealous Catholic party. But both these parties were,

we believe, very small. We doubt whether both together made up, at the

time of Mary's death, the twentieth part of the nation. The remaining
nineteen twentieths halted between the two opinions, and were not disposed

to risk a revolution in the government, for the purpose of giving to either of

the extreme factions an advantage over the other.

We possess no data which will enable us to compare with exactness the

force of the two sects. Mr Butler asserts that, even at the accession of James
the First, a majority of the population of England were Catholics. This is

pure assertion ; and is not only unsupported by evidence, but, we think,

completely disproved by the strongest evidence. Dr Lingard is of opinion

that the Cathohcs were one half of the nation in the middle of the reign of

Elizabeth. Rushton says that, when Elizabeth came to the throne, the

Catholics were two thirds of the nation, and the Protestants only one third.

The most judicious and impartial of English historians, Mr Ilallam, is, on

the contrary, of opinion, that two thirds were Protestants, and only one
third Catholics. To us, we must confess, it seems incredible that, if the

Protestants were really two to one, they should have borne the government
of Mary, or that, if the Catholics were really two to one, they should have
borne the government of lilizabeth. We are at a loss to conceive how a

sovereign who has no standing army, and whose power rests solely on the



HVRI.EIGn AND 11hS TIMES. 2.^3

oyalty of his subjects, can continue Icr years to persecute a relit;ion to which

the majority of his buLjects are sincerely attached. In fact, tlie rrolcstants

cliii rise up aj;ainst one sister, and the Catholics against the other. Those

risings clearly sliowed how small and feeble both the parties were, lloth in

the one case and in the other the nation ranged itself on the siiic of the

government, and the insurgents were sjecdily put down and punished. 1 he

Kentish gentlemen who took up amis for ihe refoimed doctrines against

Mary, and the gre.-t Northern larls who displayed the banner of the Five

Wounds against Klizabcth, vere alike considered by the great body of their

counliynicn as wicked tlisturbers of the public peace.

The account which Cardinal Bentivoglio gave of the state of religion in

England well deserves consideration. '1 he zealous Catholics he reckoned

at one thirtieth jiart of the nation. 1 he people who would without the least

scruple become C atholics, if the Catiiolic religion were established, he esti-

mated at four fifths of the nation. We believe this account to have been

very near the truth. We believe that the people, whose minds were made
up on either sidt, who were inclined to make any sacrifice or run any risk

for either religion, were very few. Each side had a few enteqiiising cham-

pions, and a few stout-hearted martyrs ; but the nation, undetermined in its

opinions and feelings, resigned itself implicitly to the guidance of th.e govern-

ment, and lent to the sovereign for the time being an equally ready aid

against either of the extreme parties.

We are verv- far from saying that the English of that generation were irre-

ligious. They held firmly those doctrines which are common to the Catholic

and to the I'rotestant theology. But they had no fixed opinion as to the

matters in dispute between the churches. They were in a situation resem-

bling that of those Borderers whom Sir Walter Scott has described with

so much spirit.

And who

Who sought the beeves that made their broth
In England and in Scutland both."

" Nine times outlawed had been
By England's king .mj Scotland's queen."

They were sometimes Protestants, sometimes Catholics; sometimes half

Protestants, half Catholics.

The English had not, for ages, been bigoted Papists. In the fourteenth

century, the first and perhaps the greatest of the reformei-s, John Wickliffe,

had stirred the public mind to its inmost depths. During the same century,

a .scandalous schism in the Catholic Chuich had diminished, in many parts

of Europe, the reverence in which the Roman Pontiffs were held. It is clear

that, a hundred years before the time of Luther, a great party in this king-

dom was eager for a change .^t least as extensive as that which was subse-

quently effected by Henry the Eighth. The House of Commons, in the

reign of Henry the Fourth, proposed a confiscation of ecclcsiasiical property,

inore sweeping and violent even than that which took place under the ad-

ministration of Thomas Cromwell ; and, though defeated in this attempt,

they succeeded in depriving the clerical order of some of its most oppressive

privileges. The splendid conquests of Henry the Fifth turned the attention

of the nation from domestic reform. The Council of C'onstance removed some
of the grossest of those scandals which had de!)rived the Church of the ])ub-

lic respect. The authority of that venerable synod propped up the sinking

authority of the Popedom. A considerable reaction took place. It CTiiiiot,

however, be doubted, that there was still some concealed Ix)llardism in Eng-
land ; or that many who did not absolutely dissent from any doctrine held

by the Church of Rome were jealous of the wealth and power enjoyed by
her ministers. At the very beginning of the reign of Henry the Eighth, a
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struggle took place between the clergy and the courts of law, in which the

courts of law remained victorious. One of the bishops, on that occasion,

declared that the common people entertained the strongest prejudices against

his order, and that a clergyman had no chance of fair play before a lay tri-

bunal. The London juries, he said, entertained such a spite to the Church
that, if Abel were a priest, they would find him guilty of the murder of Cain.

This was said a few months before the time when Martin Luther began to

preach at Wittenburg against indulgences.

As the Reformation did not find the English bigoted Papists, so neither

was it conducted in such a manner as to make them zealous Protestants. It

was not under the direction of men like that fiery Saxon who swore that he
would go to Worms, though he had to face as many devils as there were tiles

on the houses, or like that brave Switzer who was struck down while praying

in front of the ranks of Zurich. No preacher of religion had the same power
here which Calvin had at Geneva and Knox in Scotland. The government
put itself early at the head of the movement, and thus acquired power to re-

gulate, and occasionally to arrest, the movement.
To many persons it appears extraordinary that Henry the Eighth should

have been able to maintain himself so long in an intermediate position be-

tween the Catholic and Protestant parties. Most extraordinary it would
indeed be, if we were to suppose that the nation consisted of none but de-

cided Catholics and decided Protestants. The fact is that the great mass of

the people was neither Catholic nor Protestant, but was, like its sovereign,

miilway between the two sects. Henry, in that very part of his conduct

which has been represented as most capricious and inconsistent, was probably

following a policy far more pleasing to the majority of his subjects than a

policy like that of Edward, or a policy like that of Mar}', would have been.

Down even to the very close of the reign of Elizabeth, the people were in a

state somewhat resembling that in which, as Machiavelli says, the inhabit-

ants of the Roman empire were, during the transition from heathenism to

Christianity: " sendo la maggior parte di loroincerti a quale Dio dovessero

ricorrere." They were generally, we think, favourable to the royal supre-

macy. They disliked the policy of the Court of Rome. Their spirit rose

against the interference of a foreign priest with their national concerns. The
bull which pronounced sentence of deposition against Elizabeth, the plots

which were formed against her life, the u.surpation of her titles by the Queen
of Scotland, the hostility of Philip, excited their strongest indignation. The
cruelties of Bonner were remembered with disgust. Some parts of the new
system, the use of the English language, for example, in public worship, and
the communion in both kinds, were undoubtedly popular. On the other

hand, the early lessons of the nurse and the priest were not forgotten. The
ancient ceremonies were long remembered with affectionate reverence. A
large portion of the ancient theology lingered to the last in the minds which
had been imbued with it in childhood.

The best proof that the religion of the people was of this mixed kind is

furnished by the Drama of that age. No man would bring unpopular opinions

prominently forward in a play intended for representation. And we may
safely conclude, that feelings and opinions which pervade the whole Dra-
matic Literature of a generation, are feelings and opinions of which the men
of that generation generally jmrtook.

The greatest and most popular dramatists of the Elizabethan age treat xf.-

ligious subjects in a very remarkable manner. They speak respectfully of the
fundamental doctrines of Christianity. But they speak neither like Catholics

nor like Protestants, but like persons who are wavering between the two
systems, or who have made a system for themselves out of parts selected

from both. They seem to hold some of the Romish rites and doctrines in
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high respect. They treat the vow of cehbacy, for example, so tempting

and, in lati-r times >'> common a subject for ribaldr)-. with mysterious rfvci-

ence. Almoat every member of a relit,'ious order whom they introduce is a

holy and venerable man. We rememl>er in their plays nothing resembling

the coarse ridicule with which the Catholic religion and its ministers were

assailed, two generations later, by dramatists who wished to please the mul-

titude. We remember no Friar Dominic, no F'ather Foigard, among the

characters drawn by those great poets. The scene at the close of the Knight

of Malta might have been written by a fervent Catholic. Massinger shows

a great fondness for ecclesiastics of the Romish Church, and has even gone

so far as to bring a virtuous and interesting Jesuit on the stage. Ford, in

that fine play which it is painful to read and scarcely decent to name, assigns

a highly creditable part to the Friar. The partiality of vShakspeare for Friars

ii well known. In Hamlet, the Ghost complains that he died without ex-

treme unction, and, in defiance of the article which condemns the doctrine

of purgatory, declares that he is

" Confined to fast in fires.

Till the foul cnmts, done in his days of nature,

.Vre burnt and purged away."

These lines, we suspect, would have raised a tremendous storm in the theatre

at atiy time during the reign of Charles the Second. They were cleariy not

written by a zealous Protestant, or for zealous Protestants. Yet the author

of King John and Henry the Eighth was surely no friend to papal supremacy.

There is, we think, only one solution of the phrenomena which we find in

the history and in the drama of that age. The religion of the English was

a mixed religion, like that of the Samaritan settlers, described in the second

book of Kings, who "feared the Lord, and serv'ed their graven images;"

hke that of the Judaizing Christians who blended the ceremonies and doc-

trines of the synagogue with those of the church ; like that of the Mexican

Indians, who, during many generations after the subjugation of their race, con-

tinued to unite with the rites learned from their conquerors the worship of the

grotest-iue idols wliich had been adored by Montezuma and Guatemozin.

These feelings were not confined to the populace. Elizabeth herself was

by no means exempt from them. A crucifix, with wax lights burning round

it, stood in her private chapel. She always spoke with disgust and anger of

the marriage of priests. "I was in horror," says Archbishop Parker, "to

hear such words to come from her mild nature and Christian learned con-

science, as she spake concerning God's holy ordinance and institution of

matrimony." Burleigh prevailed on her to connive at the marriages of

churchmen. But she would only connive ; and the children sprung from

such marriages were illegitimate till the accession of James the First.

That which is, as we have said, the great st.iin on the character of Bur-

leigh is also the great stain on the character uf Elizabeth. Being herself an

Adiaphorist, having no scrapie about conforming to the Romish Church

when conformity was necessary to her own safety, retaining to the last

moment of her life a fondness for much of the doctrine and much of the

ceremonial of that church, she yet subjected that church to a persecution

even more odious than the persecution with which her sister had harassed

the Protestants. We say more odious. For Mar)' had at least the plea of

fanaticism. She did nothing fur her religion which she was not prepared

to suffer for it. She had held it firmly under persecution. She fully believed

it to be essential to salvation. If she burned the bodies of her subjeas, it

\'. .IS in order to rescue their souls. Eliw^Lth had no such pretext. In

opinion, she was little mure than half a I'rutestant. She had pn)fessed,

when it suited her, to be wholly a Catholic, There is an excuse, a

wretched excuse, for the massacres of Piedmont and the Autos da ft of
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Spain. But what can be said in defence of a ruler who is at once indifferent

and intolerant ?

If the great Queen, whose memory is still held in just veneration by
Englishmen, had possessed sufficient virtue and sufficient enlargement of

mind to adopt those pnncii)les which More, wiser in speculation than in

action, had avowed in the preceding generation, and by which the excellent

L'Hospital regulated his conduct in her own time, how different would be

the colour of the whole history of the last two hundred and fifty years ! She
had the happiest opportunity ever vouchsafed to any sovereign of establish-

ing perfect freedom of conscience throughout her dominions, without danger

to her government, without scandal to any large party among her subjects.

The nation, as it was clearly ready to profess either religion, would, beyond
all doubt, have been ready to tolerate both. Unhappily for her own glory

and for the public peace, she adopted a policy from the effects of which the

empire is still suffering. The yoke of the Established Church was pressed

down on the people till they would bear it no longer. Then a reaction came.

Another reaction followed. To the tyranny of the Establishment succeeded

the tumultuous conflict of .sects, infuriated by manifold wrongs, and drunk

with unwonted freedom. To the conflict of sects succeeded again the crael

domination of one persecuting church. At length oppression put off' its

most horrible form, and took a milder aspect. The penal laws whicli had

been framed for the protection of the Established Church were abolished.

But exclusions and disabilities still remained. These exclusions and dis-

abilities, after having generated the most fearful discontents, after having

rendered all government in one part of the kingdom impossible, after

having brought the state to the very brink of niin, have, in our times, been

removed, but, though removed, have left behind them a rankling which may
last for many years. It is melancholy to think with what ease Elizabeth might

have united all conflicting sects under the shelter of the same impartial laws

and the same paternal throne, and thus have placed the nation in the same
situation, as far as the rights of conscience are concerned, in which we at last

stand, after all the heart-burnings, the persecutions, the conspiracies, the sedi-

tions, the revolutions, the judicial murders, the civil wars, of ten generations.

This is the dark side of her character. Yet .she surely was a great woman.
Of all the sovereigns who exercised a power which was seemingly absolute,

but which in fact depended for support on the love and confidence of their

subjects, she was by far the most illustrious It has often been alleged as

an excuse for the misgovernment of her successors that they only followed

her example, that precedents might be found in the transactions of her reign

for persecuting the Puritans, for levying money without the sanction of the

House of Commons, for confining men without bringing them to trial, for

interfering with the liberty of parliamentary debate. All this may be true.

But it is no good plea for her successors : and for this plain reason, that

they were her successors. She governed one generation, they governed
another ; and between the two generations there was almost as little in

common as between the people of two different countries. It was not by
looking at t!ie particular measures which Elizabeth had adopted, but by
looking at the great general principles of her government, that those who
followed her were likely to learn the art of managing untractable subjects.

If, instead of searching the records of lier reign for precedents which might

seem to vindicate the mutilation of Prynne and the imprisonment of Eliot,

the Stuarts had attempted to discover the fundamental iiiles which guided

her conduct in all her dealings with her people, they would have perceived

that their policy was then most unlike to hers, when to a superficial observer

it would have seemed most to resemble hers. Finn, haughty, sometimes

unjust and cruel, in her proceedings towards individuals or towards .small

parties, she avoided with rare, or retracted with speed, every measure which
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seemed likely to alienate the great mass of the people. She gained more

honour and more love by the manner in which she repaired her errors than

she would have gaine*i by never committing errors. I f such a man is Charles

the First had been m her place when the whole nation was crying out against

the monopolies, he would have refused all redress. He would have dis-

solved the Parliament, and imprisoned the most popular members. He
would have called another Parliament. He would have given some vague

and delusive promises of relief in return for subsidies. When entreated to

fulfil his promises, he would have again dissolved the Parliament, and again

imprisoned his leading opponents. The country would have become more

agitated than before. The next House of Commons would have been more

unmanageable than that which preceded it. The tyrant would have agreed

to all that the nation demanded. He would have solemnly ratified an act

abolishing monopolies for ever. He would have received a large supply in

return for this concession ; and within half a year new patents, more oppres-

sive than those which had V)een cancelled, would have been issued by scores.

Such was the policy which brought the heir of a long line of kings, in early

youth the darling of his countrj-men, to a prison and a scaffold.

Elizabeth, before the House' of Commons could address her, took out of

their mouths the words which they were about to utter in the name of the

nation. Her promises went beyond their desires. Her performance followed

close upon her promise. She did not treat the nation as an adverse party,

xs a party which had an interest opposed to hers, as a party to which she

was to grant as few advantages as possible, and from which she was to extort

as much money as possible. Her benefits were given, not sold ; and, when

once given, they were never withdrawn. She gave them too with a frank-

ness, an effusion of heart, a princely dignity,, a motherly tenderness, which

enhanced their value. They were received by the sturdy country gentlemen

who had come up to Westminster full of resentment, with tears of joy, and

shouts of " God save the Queen." Chades the First gave up half the pre-

rogatives of his crown to the Commons ; and the Commons sent him in re-

turn the Grand Remonstrance.

We had intended to say something concerning that illustrious group of

which Elizabeth is the central figure, that group which the last of the bards

saw in vision from the top of Snowdon, encircling the Virgin Queen,

" M.-iny a baron bold,

And gorgeous dames, and statesmen old

In bearded majesty."

We had intended to say something concerning th; dexterous Walsingham,

the impetuous Oxford, the graceful Sackville, the all-accomplished Sydney

;

concerning Essex, the ornament of the court and of the camp, the model of

chivalrv', the munificent patron of genius, whom great virtues, great courage,

great talents, the favour of his sovereign, the love o( his countrymen, all that

seemed to ensure a happy and glorious life, led to an early and an ignominious

death ; concerning Raleigh, the soldier, the sailor, the scholar, the courtier,

the orator, the poet, the historian, tlie philosopher, whom we picture to

ourselves sometimes reviewing the Queen's guard, sometimes giving chase

to a Spanish galleon, then answering tiie chiefs of the country party in the

House of Commons, then again munnuring one of his sweet love-songs too

near the ears of her Highness's maids of honour, and soon after poring over

the Talmud, or collating Polybius with I -ivy. We had intended also to say

something concerning the literature of that splendid period, and especially

concerning those two incomp.nrable men, the Prince of Poets, and the Prince

of Philosophers, who have made the Eii/aVx;than age a more glorious and
unpurtant era in the history of the human mind than the age of Pericles, of

Augustus, or of Leo. But subiects so vast require a space far larger than
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we can at present afford. We therefore stop here, fearing that, if we pro-

ceed, our article may swell to a bulk exceedint^ that of all other reviews, as

much as Dr Nares's book exceeds the bulk of all other histories.

WAR OF THE SUCCESSION IN SPAIN. (January, 1833.)

History of the War of the Succession in Spain. By Lord Mahon. 8vo.

London : 1832.

The days when Miscellanies in Prose and Verse by a Person of Honour,
and Romances of M. Scuderi, done into English by a Person of Quality,

were attractive to readers and profitable to booksellers, have long gone by.

The literary privileges once enjoyed by lords are as obsolete as their right

to kill the King's deer on their way to Parliament, or as their old remedy
of scandalum magnatum. Yet we must acknowledge that, though our

political opinions are by no means aristocratical, we always feel kindly dis-

posed towards noble authors. Industry and a taste for intellectual pleasures

are peculiarly respectable in those v\'ho can afford to be idle and who have
every temptation to be dissipated. It is impossible not to wish success to a

man who, finding himself placed, without any exertion or any merit on his

part, above the mass of society, voluntarily descends from his eminence in

search of distinctions which he may justly call his own.
This is, we think, the second appearance of Lord Mahon in the character

of an author. His first book was creditable to him, but was in every respect

inferior to the work which now lies before us. He has undoubtedly some
of the' most valuable qualities of a historian, great diligence in examining
authorities, great judgment in weighing testimony, and great impartiality in

estimating characters. We are not aware that he has in any instance

forgotten the duties belonging to his literary functions in the feelings of

a kinsman. He does no more than justice to his ancestor Stanhope

;

he does full justice to Stanhope's enemies and rivals. His narrative is

very perspicuous, and is also entitled to the praise, seldom, we grieve to

say, deserved by modern writers, of being very concise. It must be ad-

mitted, however, that, with many of the best qualities of a literary veteran,

he has some of the faults of a Hterary novice. He has not yet acquired a

great command of words. His style is seldom easy, and is now and then

unpleasantly stiff. He is so bigoted a purist that he transforms the Abbe
d'Estrees into an Abbot. We do not like to see French words introduced

into English composition ; but, after all, the first law of writing, that law

to which all other laws are subordinate, is this, that the words employed
shall be such as convey to the reader the meaning of the writer. Now an
Abbot is the head of a religious house ; an Abbe is quite a different sort of

person. It is better undoubtedly to use an English word than a French
word ; but it is better to use a French word than to misuse an English word.

Lord -Mahon is also a little too fond of uttering moral reflections in a style

too sententious and oracular. We will give one instance :
" Strange as it

seems, experience shows that we usually feel far more animosity against those

whom we have injured than against those who injure us : and this remark

holds good with every degree of intellect, viath every class of fortune, with a

prince or a peasant, a stripling or an elder, a hero or a prince." This remark

might have seemed strange at the court of Nimrod or Chedorlaomer ; but it

has now been for many generations considered as a truism rather than a para-

dox. Eveiy boy has written on the tliesis
'

' Odisse quern laseris. " Scarcely

any lines in English Poetry are better known than that vigorous couplet,

'• Forgiveness to the injured does belong ;

But they ne'er pardon who have done the wrong."

Ti.t; historians and philosophers have quite done with this maxim, and have

1
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abanduned it, like other maxims which have lost their gloss, to bad novelists,

by whom it will very soon be worn to rags.

It is no more than justice to say that the faults of Lord Mahon's book are
precisely the faults which time seldom fails to cure, and that the book, in
spite of those faults, is a valuable addition to our historical literature.

Whoever wishes to W well acquainted with the morl^id anatomy of govern-
ments, whoever wishes to know how great states may be made feclile and
wretched, should study the histor)' of Spain. The empire of Philip the
Second was undoubtedly one of the most powerful and splendid that ever
existed in the world. In Europe, he ruled Spain, Portugal, the Nether-
lands on boili sides of the Rhine, Franche Comte, Koussillon, the Milanese,
and the Two Sicilies. Tuscany, Parma, and the other small states of Itah

,

were a.s completely dependent on him as the Nizam and the Rajah of Berar
now are on the East India Company. In Asia, the King of Spain was master
uf the Philippines and of all those rich settlements which the Portuguese had
made on the coasts of Malabar and Coromandel, in tlie Peninsula of Malacca,
and m the Spice-islands of the Eastern Archipelago. In America, his do-
minions extended on each side of the equator into the temperate zone. There
is reason to believe that his annual revenue amounted, in the season of his
greatest power, to a sum near ten times as large as that which England
yielded to Elizabeth. He haii a standing anny of fifty thousand excellent
troops, at a time when England had not a single battalion in constant pay.
His ordinar}' naval force consisted of a hundred and forty galleys. He held,
what no other prince in modem limes has held, the dominion both of the
(and and of the sea. During the greater part of his reign, he was supreme
on both elements. His soldiers marched up to the capital of France ; his
ships menaced the shores of England.

It is no exaggeration to say that, during several years, his power over Europe
was greater than even that of Napoleon. The influence of the French con-
queror never extended beypnd low-water mark. The narrowest strait was
to his power what it was of old believed that a running stream was to the
sorceries of a witch. While his army entered every metropolis from Moscow
to Lisbon, the English fleets blockaded every port from Dantzic to Trieste.
Sicily, Sardinia, Majorca, Guernsey, enjoyed security through the whole
course of a war which endangered every throne on the Continent. The
victorious and imperial nation which had tilled its museums with the spoils
of Antwerp, of Florence, and uf Rome, was suffering painfully from the want
of luxuries which use had made necessaries. W hile pillars and arches were
rising to commemorate the French conquests, the conquerors were trying to
manufacture coffee out of succory, and sugar out of beet-root. The influence
of I'hilip on the Continent was as great as that of Napoleon. The Emperor
of Germany was his kinsman. France, torn by religious dissensions, was
never a formidable opponent, and was sometimes a dependent ally. At the
same time, Spain had what Napoleon desired in vain, ships, colonies, and
commerce. She long monopolised the trade of America and of the Inflian
Ucean. All the g(.ld of the West, and all the spices of the East, were
received and distributed by her. During many years of war, her commerce
was interrupted only by the predatory enterprises of a few roving privateers.
Even after the defeat of the Armada, English statesmen continued to look
with great dread on the maritime power of Philip. *' The King of Spain,"
said the Lord Keeper to the two Houses in 1593, "since he hath usuqied
up<3n the kingdom of Portugal, hath thereby grown mighty by gaining the
East Indies : so as, how great soever he was before, he is now thereby mani-
festly more great : . . . He keepeth a navy armed to impeach alt trade of
merchandise from England to Gascoigne and Guienne, which he attempted
to do this last \'intage ; so as he is now l)ecome as a frontier enemy to all the
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west of England, as well as all the south parts, as Sussex, Hampshire, and
the Isle of Wight. Yea, by means of his interest in St Maloes, a port full

of shipping for the war, he is a dangerous neighbour to the Queen's isles of

Jersey and Guernsey, ancient possessions of this crown, and never conquered
in the greatest wars with France."
The ascendency which Spain then had in Europe was, in one sense, well

deserved. It was an ascendency which had been gained by unquestioned
superiority in all the arts of policy and of war. In the sixteenth century,

Italy was not more decidedly the land of the fine arts, Germany was not
more decidedly the land of bold theological speculation, than Spain was the
land of statesmen and of soldiers. The character which Virgil has ascribed

to his countrymen might have been claimed by the grave and haughty chiefs,

who surrounded the throne of Ferdinand the Catholic, and of his immediate
successors. That majestic art, "regere imperio populos," was not better

understood by the Romans in the proudest days of their republic, than by
Gonsalvo and Ximenes, Cortes and Alva. The skill of the Spanish diplo-

matists was renowned throughout Europe. In England the name of Gondo-
mar is still remembered. The sovereign nation was unrivalled both in

regular and irregular warfare. The impetuous chivalry of France, the serried

phalanx of Switzerland, were alike found wanting when brought face to face

with the Spanish infantry. In the wars of the New World, where something
different from ordinary strategy was required in the general and something
different from ordinary discipline in the soldier, where it was every day
Tiecessary to meet by some new expedient the varying tactics of a barbarous
enemy, the Spanish adventurers, sprang from the common people, displayed

a fertility of resource, and a talent for negotiation and command, to which
history scarcely affords a parallel.

The Castilian of those times was to the Italian what the Roman, in the

days of the greatness of Rome, was to the Greek. The conqueror had less

ingenuity, less taste, less delicacy of perception than the conquered ; but
far more pride, firmness, and courage, a more solemn demeanour, a stronger

sense of honour. The subject had more subtlety in speculation, the ruler

more energy in action. The vices of the former were those of a coward ;

the vices of the latter were those of a tyrant. It may be added that the

Spaniard, like the Roman, did not disdain to study the arts and the language of

those whom he oppressed. A revolution took place in the literature of Spain,

not unlike that revolution which, as Horace tell us, took place in the poetry of

Lalium : "Capta ferum victorem cepit." The slave took prisoner the en-

slaver. The old Castilian ballads gave place to sonnets in the style of Petrarch,

and to heroic poems in the stanza of Ariosto, as the national songs of Rome
were driven out by imitations of Theocritus, and translations from Menander.

In no modern society, not even in England during the reign of Elizabeth,

has there been so great a number of men eminent at once in literature and
in the pursuits of active life, as Spain produced during the sixteenth centuiy.

Almost every distinguished writer was also distinguished as a soldier or a

politician. Boscan bore arms with high reputation. Garcilaso de Vega,
the author of the sweetest and most graceful pastoral poem of modem times,

after a short but splendid military career, fell sword in hand at the head of a
storming party. Alonzo de Ercilia bore a conspicuous part in that war of

Arauco, which he afterwards celebrated in one of the best heroic poems that

Spain has produced. Hurtadode Mendoza, whose poems have been compared
to those of Horace, and whose charming little novel is evidently the model of

Gil Bias, has been handed down to us by history as one of the sternest of

those iron proconsuls who were cmjiloyed by the House of Austria to crush

the lingering public spirit of Italy. Lope sailed in the Armada ; Cervantes

was wounded at Tx-panlo.
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fi IS cunous 10 consider with how much awe our ancestors in tliosc tim -s

L;ardeil a Spaniard. He was, in their apprehension, a kind of d^mon,
•iribly malevolent, hut withal most sagacious and powerful. " They he
rrye wyse and politicke," says an honest Englishman, in a memorial ad-
•-•ssed to Mary, "and can, thorowe ther wysdome, reform and hrydell

• yr owne natures for a tymc, and ajiplye their conilitions to the maners of

ose men with whom they meddell gladlye by friendshippe ; whose mis-

iuevous maners a man shall never knowe untyll he come under iher sub-

ction : but then shall he parfectlye parceyve and fele them : which thyngc
: praye God England never do : for in dissimulations untyll they have the\

i.q>oses, and afterwards in oppression and tyrannyc, when they can obtayne
:icm. they do exceed all other nations upon the earthe." This is just such

•iguage as Arminius would have used about the Romans, or as an Indian

itesman of our times might use about the English. It is the language of

man burning with hatred, but cowed by those whom he hates ; and pain-

...ily sensible of their superiority, not only in power, but in intelligence.

iJut how art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the moming !

How art thou cut down to the ground, that didst weaken the nations ! If

we overleap a hundred years, and look at Spain towards the close of the

seventeentli centurv", what a change do we find ! The contrast is as great as

that which the Kome of Gallienus and Honorius presents to the Rome of

Marius and Carsar. Foreign conquest had begim to eat into every part of

that gigantic monarchy on which the sun never set. Holland was gone, and
Portugal.'^nd Artois, and Roussillon, and Franclie Comte. In the East,

the empire founded by the Dutch far surpassed in wealtli and splendour that

which their old tyrants still retained. In the West, England had seized, and
still held, settlements in the midst of the Mexit;an sea.

The mere loss of territorj' was, however, of little moment. The reluctant

obedience of distant provinces generally costs more than it is worth. Em-
pires which branch out widely are often more flourishing for a little timely

pruning. Adrian actetl judiciously when he abandoned the conquests of

Trajan ; and England was never so rich, so great, so formidable to foreign

princes, so absolutely mistress of the sea, as since the loss of her American
colonies. The .Spanish empire was still, in outward appearance, great and
magnificent. The European dominions subject to the last feeble Prince of

the House of Austria were far more extensive than those of Louis the Four-
teenth. The American dependencies of the Castilian crown still extended
far to the North of Cancer and far to the South of Capricorn. But within

this immense l)ody there was an incurable decay, an utter want of tone, an
utter prostration of strength. An ingenious and diligent population, emi-
nently skilled in arts and manufactures, had been driven into exile by stupid

and remorseless bigots. The glory of the Spanish pencil had departed with
Velasque? and Murillo. The s])lcndid age of .Spanish literature had closed

with .Solis and Caideron. During the seventeenth century many states had
fonned great military establibhment.s. But the Spanish army, so formidable

under the command of Alva and Faniese, had dwindled away to a few
thousand men, ill paid and ill disciplined. England, Holland, and France
had great navies. But the .Spanish navy wxs scarcely equal to the tenth

part of that mighty force which, in the time of Philip the Second, had been
the terror of the Atlantic and the Mediterranean. The arsenals were
deserted. The magazines were unprovided. The frontier fortresses were
ungarrisoned. The police was utterly inefficient for the protection of the

people. Murders were committed in the face of day with perfect impunity.

Bravoes and <liscarded serving-men, with swords at their sides, swaggered
ever)' day through the most public streets and squares of the capital, disturb-

ing the public peace, and setting at defiance the ministers of justice. The



242 LORD MAHON'S WAR OF

finances were in frightful disorder. The people paid much. The Govern-
ment received little. The American viceroys and the farmers of the revenue
became rich, while the merchants broke, while the peasantry starved, while
the body-servants of the sovereign remained unpaid, while the soldiers of

the royal guard repaired daily to the doors of convents, and battled there

with the crowd of beggars for a porringer of broth and a morsel of bread.

Every remedy which was tried aggravated the disease. The currency was
altered ; and this frantic measure produced its never-failing effects. It de-

stroyed all credit, and increased the misery which it was intended to relieve.

The American gold, to use the words of Ortiz, was to the necessities of the

state but as a drop of water to the lips of a man raging with thirst. Heaps
of unopened despatches accumulated in the offices, while the Ministers were
concerting with bedchamber-women and Jesuits the means of tripping up
each other. Every foreign power could plunder and insult with impunity
the heir of Charles the Fifth. Into such a state had the mighty kingdom of

Spain fallen, while one of its smallest dependencies, a country not so large

as the province of Estremadura or Andalusia, situated under an inclement

sky, and preserved only by artificial means from the inroads of the ocean,

had become a power of the first class, and treated on terms of equality with

the courts of London and Versailles.

The manner in which Lord Mahon explains the financial situation of Spain
by no means satisfies us. " It will be found," says he, " that those indivi-

duals deriving their chief income from mines, whose yearly produce is un-

certain and varying, and seems rather to spring from fortune than to follow

industry, are usually careless, unthrifty, and irregular in their expenditure.

The example of Spain might tempt us to apply the same remark to states."

Lord Mahon would find it difficult, we suspect, to make out his analogy.

Nothing could be more uncertain and varying than the gains and losses of

those wjio were in the habit of putting into the state lotteries. But no part

of the public income was more certain than that which was derived from the

lotteries. We believe that this case is very similar to that of the American
mines. Some veins of ore exceede'd expectation ; some fell below it. Some
of the private speculators drew blanks, and others gained prizes. But the

revenue of the state depended, not on any particular vein, but on the whole
annual produce of two great continents. This annual produce seems to have
been almost constantly on the increase during the seventeenth century. The
Mexican mines were, through the reigns of Philip the Fourth and Charles

the Second, in a steady course of imjirovement ; and in South America,
though the district of Potosi was not so productive as formerly, other places

more than made up for the deficiency. We very much doubt whether Lord
Mahon can prove that the income which the Spanish government derived

from the mines of America ffucluated more than the income derived from
the internal taxes of Spain it.self.

All the causes of the decay of Spain resolve themselves into one cause,

bad government. The valour, the intelligence, the energy which, at the

close of the fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth century, had made
the Spaniards the first nation in the world, were the fruits of the old institu-

tions of Castile and Arragon, institutions eminently favourable to public

liberty. These institutions the first Princes of the House of Austria attacked

and almost wholly destroyed. Their successors expiated the crime. The
effects of a change from good govemment to bad govemment is not fully felt

for some time after the change has taken place. The talents and the virtues

which a good constitution generates may for a time survive that constitution,

'i hus the reigns of princes who have established absolute monarchy on the

rains of popular forms of govemment often shine in history with a peculiar

brilliancy. But when a generation or two has passed away, then comes signally

to pass that which was written bv Montesquieu, that despotic governments
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resemble those savages who cut down the tree in order to get at the fnm
During the fir>it years of tyranny, is reaped the har\'est sown tluring the last

years of hberty. Thus the Auj^oistan age was rich in great minds funned in

the generation of Cicero and Casar. The fruits of the poHcy of Augustus

were reserved for posterity. Philip tlie Second was the heir of the Cortes

and of the Justiza Mayor ; and ihcy left him a nation which seemed able to

conquer all the world. What I'hilip left to his successors is well known.

The shock yhich the great religious schism of the sixteenth century gave

to Europe, was scarcely felt in Spain. In England, Germany, Holland.

France,' Denmark, Switzerland, Sweden, that shock had produced, with

some temporary evil, much durable good. The principles of the Reformation

had triumphed in some of those countries. The Catholic Church had main-

tained its ascendency in others. But though the event had not been the same

in all, all had been agitated by the conflict. Even in France, in Southern

Gemiany, and in the Cathulic cantons of Switzerland, the public mind had

been stirred to its inmost depths. The hold of ancient prejudice had been

somewhat loosened. The Church of Rome, warned by the danger which

she had narrowly escaped, had, in those parts of her dominion, assumed a

milder and more liberal character. She sometimes condescended to submit

her high pretensions to the scrutiny of reason, and availed herself more spar-

ingly than in former times of the aid of the secular ann. Even when perse-

cution was employed, it was not persecution in the worst and most frightful

shape. The severities of Louis the Fourteenth, odious as they were, cannot

be compared with those which, at the first dawn of the Reformation, had

been intlicted on the heretics in many parts of Europe.

The only effect which the Reformation had produced in Spam had been

to make the Inciuisition more vigilant and the commonalty more bigoted.

The times of refreshing came to all neighbouring countries. One people

alone remained, like the fleece of the Hebrew warrior, dry in the midst of

that benignant and fertilising dew. While other nations were putting away
childish things, the Spaniard still thought as a child and understood as a

child. Among the men of the seventeenth centurj', he was the man of the

fifteenth century or of a still darker period, delighted to behold an Auto da

fe, and ready to volunteer on a Crusade.

The evils produced by a bad government and a bad religion, seemed to

have attained their greatest height during the last years of the seventeenth

century. While the kingdom was in this deplorable state, the King, Charles,

second of the name, was hastening to an early grave. His days had been

few and evil. He had been unfortunate in all his wars, in every part of his

internal administration, and in all his domestic relations. His first wife, whom
he temlerly loved, died very young. His second wife exercised great influ-

ence over him, but seems to have been regarded by him rather with fear than

with love. He was childless ; and his constitution was so completely

shattered that, at little more than thirty years of age, he had given up all

hopes of posterity. His mind was even more distempered than his body.

He was sometimes sunk in listless melancholy, and sometimes harassed by
the wildest and most extravagant fancies. He was not, however, wholly

destitute of the feelings which became his station. His sufferings were

aggravated by the thought that his own dissolution might not improbably
be followed by the dissolution of his empire.

Several princes laid claim to the succession. The King's eldest sister had
married I.ouis the Fourteenth. The Dauphin would therefore, in the com-
mon course of inheritance, have succeeded to the crown. But the Infanta

had. at the time of her espousals, solemnly renounced, in her own name, and
in that of her posterity, all claim to the succession. This renunciali<;n had
been confirmetl in due form by the Cortes. A younger sister of the King
h.id hecTi the first wife of I^ODold, F.mp<"ror of Crermany. She too had at
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her marriage renounced her claims to the Spanish crown ; but the Cortes
had not sanctioned the renunciation, and it was therefore considered as in-

valid l>y the Spanish jurists. The fruit of this marriage was a daughter, who
had espoused the Elector of Bavaria. The Electoral Prince of Bavaria in-

herited her claim to the throne of Spain. The Emperor Leopold was son
of a daughter of Philip the Third, and was therefore first cousin lo Charles.

No renunciation whatever had been exacted from his mother at the time of

her marriage.

The question was certainly very complicated. That claim which, according

to the ordinaiy rules of inheritance, was the strongest, had been barred by a

contract executed in the most binding form. The claim of the Electoral

Prince of Bavaria was weaker. But so also was the contract which bound
him not to prosecute his claim. The only party against whom no instrument

of renunciation could be produced was the party who, in respect of blood,

had the weakest claim of all.

As it was clear that great alarm would be excited throughout Europe if

either the Emperor or the Dauphin should become King of Spain, each of

those Princes offered to waive his pretensions in favour of his second son ;

the Emperor, in favour of the Archduke Charles, the Dauphin, in favour of

Philip Duke of Anjou.

Soon after the peace of Ryswick, William the Third and Louis the Four-
teenth determined to settle the question of the succession without consulting

either Charles or the Emperor. France, England, and Holland, became
parties to a treaty by which it was stipulated that the Electoral Prince of

Bavaria should succeed to Spain, the Indies, and the Netherlands. The
imperial family were to be bought off with the Milanese ; and the Dauphin
was to have the Two Sicilies.

The great object of the King of Spain and of all his counsellors was to

avert the dismcmljerment of the monarchy. In the hope of attaining this

end, Charles determined to name a successor. A will was accordingly

framed by which the crown was bequeathed to the Bavarian Prince. Unhap-
pily, this will had scarcely been signed when the Prince died. The question

was again unsettled, and presented greater diftkulties than before.

A new Treaty of Partition was concluded between France, England, and
Holland. It was agreed that Spain, the Indies, and the Netherlands, should

descend to the Archduke Charles. In return for this great concession made
by the Bourbons to a rival house, it was agreed that France should have the

Milanese, or an equivalent in a more commodious situation. The equivalent

in view was the Province of Lorraine.

Arbuthnot, some years later, ridiculed the Partition Treaty with exquisite

humour and ingenuity. Every body must remember his description of the

paroxysm of rage into which poor old Lord Stratt fell, on hearing that his

nuiaway servant Nick Frog, his clothier John Bull, an<l his old enemy Lewis
Baboon, had come with quadrants, poles, and inkhoms, to sui-vey his estate,

and to draw his will for him. Lord Mahon speaks of the arrangement with
grave severity. He calls it, "an iniquitous compact, concluded without the

slightest reference to the welfare of the states so readily parcelled and allotted ;

insulting to the pride of Spain, and tending to strip that countiy of its hard-
won conquests." The most serious part of this charge would apply to half

the treaties which have been concluded in Europe quite as strongly as to the

Partition Treaty. What regard was shown in the treaty of the ipyrenees to

the welfare of the people of Dunkirk and Roussillon, in the treaty of Nime-
guen to the welfare of the people of Franche Comt^, in the treaty of Utrecht
to the welfare of the people of Flanders, in the treaty of 1735 to the welfare
of the peojjle of Tuscany? All Europe remembers, and our latest posterity

will, we fear, have reason to remember how coolly, at the last great pacifi-
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cation of Christeniluin, the people of I'olaml, of Norway, of Uelyiuin, aiul

. t Loml>ardy, were allottetl to masters whom they abhorred. The statesmen

who negotiated the Partition Treaty were not so far beyoml their age and
ours in wisdom and virtue as to trouble themselves much about the happi-

ness of the people whom they were apportioning among foreign rulers. liut

it will be ilifficult to prove that the stipulations which Lord Mahon condemns
were in any respect unfavourable to the happiness of those who were to be
transferred to new sovereigns. The Neapolitans would certainly have lost

nothing by being given to the Dauphin, or to the Great Turk. Addison,

who .visited Naples about the time at which the Partition Treaty was signed,

has left us a frightful description of the misgovernment under which that

part of the Spanish Empire groaned. As to the people of I^orraine, an

union with P"ranee would have been the happiest event which could have
befallen them. Louis was already their sovereign for all purposes of cruelty

and exaction. He had kept their country during many years in his own
hands. At the peace of Ryswick, indeed, their Duke had been allowed to

return. But the conditions which had been imposed on him made him a

mere vassal of ?'ranee.

We cannot admit that the Treaty of Partition was objectionable because

it
*' tended to strip Spain 0/ hard-won conquests." The inheritance was so

vast, and the claimants so mighty, that without some dismemberment it was
scarcely possible to make a jicaceable arrangement. If any dismemberment
was to take place, the l>est way of etTecting it surely was to separate from the

monarchy those provinces which were at a great distance from Sjjain, which
were not Spanish in manners, in lang\iage, or in feelings, which were both

worse governed and less valuable tha'i ihe old kingdoms of Castile and Arra-

gon, and whicli, having always been governed by foreigners, would not be

likely to feel acutely the humiliation of being turned over from one master

to another.

That England and Holland had a right to interfere is plain. The question

of the Spanish succession w;vs not an internal question, but an European ques-

tion. And this Lord Mahon admits. He thinks that, when the evil had been
done, and a French Prince was reigning at the Escurial, England and Hol-
land were justified in attempting, not merely to strip Spain of its remote de-

pendencies, but to conquer .Sjiain itself ; that they were justified in attempting

to put, not merely llie passive Flemings and Italians, but the reluctant Cas-

tilians and A.sturians, under the dominion of a stranger. The danger against

which the Partition Treaty wxs intended to guard was precisely the same dan-

ger which afterwards was made the ground of war. It will be difficult to prove

that a danger which was sufficient to justify the war was insufficient to justify

the provisions of the treaty. If, as Lord Mahon contends, it was better that

.Spain should be subjugated by main force than that she should be governed

by a Bourbon, it was surely better that she should be deprived of Sicily and
the Milanese than that she should be govened by a Bourbon.

Whether the treaty was judiciously framed is quite another question. We
disapprove of the stipulations. But we disapprove of them, not because we
think them bad, but l)ecause we think that there was no chance of their being

execute<l. Louis wx-^ the most faithless of politicians. He hated the Dutch.

He hated the Government which the Revolution had established in England.

He had every disposition to quarrel with his new allies. It was quite certain

that he would not observe his engagements, if it should be for his interest to

violate them. Even if it should be for his interesfto observe them, it might
well be doubted whether the strongest and clearest interest would induce a

man so haughty and self-willed to co-operate heartily with two governments
which had always been the objects of his scorn and aversion.

When intelligence of the second Partition Treaty arrived at Madrid, itrouscil
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lu momentary energy the languishmg ruler ofa languishing state. The Spanish
ambassador at the court of London was directed to remonstrate with the govern-
ment of William ; and his remonstrances were so insolent that he was com-
manded to leave England. Charles retaliated by dismissing the English and
Dutch amba.ssadors. The French King, though the chief author of the Par-

tition Treaty, succeeded in turning the whole wrath of Charles and of the

Spanish people from him.self, and in directing it against the two maritime
powers. Those powers had now no agent at Madrid. Their perfidious ally

was at liberty to carry on his intrigues unchecked ; and he fully availed him-
self of this advantage.

A long contest was maintained with varying success by the factions which
surrounded the miserable King. On the side of the Imperial family was the

Queen, herself a Princess of that family. With her were allied the confeSsor

of the King, and most of the ministers. On the other side were two of the

most dexterous politicians of that age. Cardinal Porto Carrero, Archbishop
of Toledo, and Ilarcourt, the ambassador of Louis.

Harcourt was a noble specimen of the French aristocracy in the days of its

highest splendour, a finished gentleman, a brave soldier, and a skilful diplo-

matist. His courteous and insinuating manners, his Parisian vivacity tempered
with Castilian gravity, made him the favourite of the whole court. He became
intimate with the grandees. He caressed the clergy. He dazzled the mul-
titude by his magnificent style of living. The prejudices which the people of

Madrid had conceived against the French character, the vindictive feelings

generated during centuries of national rivaliy, gradually yielded to his arts
;

while the Austrian ambassador, a surly, pompous, niggardly German, made
himself and his country more and more unpopular every day.

Harcourt won over the court and the city ; Porto Carrero managed the King.
Never were knave and dupe better suited to each other. Charles was sick,

nervous, and extravagantly sujjerstitious. Porto Carrero had learned in the

exercise of his profession the art of exciting and soothing such minds ; and
he employed that art with the calm and demure cruelty which is the charac-

teristic of wicked and ambitious priests.

He first supplanted the confessor. The state of the poor King, during the

conflict between his two spiritual advisers, was horrible. At one time he was
induced to believe that his malady was the same with that of the wretches

described in the New Testament, who dwelt among the tombs, whom no chains

could bind, and wliom no man dared to approach. At another time a sorceress

who lived in the mountains of the Asturias was consulted about his malady.
Several persons were accused of having bewitched him. Porto Carrero recom-
mended the appalling rite of exorcism, which was actually performed. The
ceremony made the poor King more nervous and miserable than ever. But
it served the turn of the Cardinal, who, after much secret trickery, succeeded
in casting out, not the devil, but the confessor.

The next object was to get rid of the ministers. Madrid was supplied with

provisions by a monopoly. The government looked after this most delicate

concern as it looked after everything else. The partisans of the House of

Bourbon took advantage of the negligence of the administration. On a sudden
the -supply of food failed. P^lxorbitant prices were demanded. The people
rose. The royal residence was surrounded by an immense multitude. The
Queen harangued them. The priests exhibited the host. All was in vain.

It was necessary to awaken the King from his uneasy sleep, and to carry him
to the balcony. There a solemn promise was given that the unpopular aldvisers

of the crown should be forthwith dismissed. The mob left the palace and pro-

ceeded to pull down the houses of the ministers. The adherents of the Aus-
trian line were thus driven from power, and the government was intnisted to

the creatures of Porto Carrero. The King left the city ir which he had suf-
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fered so cruel an insult for the magnificent retreat of the Kscurial. Here Ins

h>'pochondriac fancy took a new turn. Like his ancestor Charles the Fifth,

he was haunted by a strange curiosity to pr)' into the secrets of that grave to

which he was hastening. In the cenieter)- which I'hilip the Second hail formed

beneath the pavement of the church of St Law rence. reposed ihiee genera-

tions of Castilian princes. Into these dark vaults the unhappy monarch de-

scended by torch-light, and penetrated to that superb and gloomy chamber

where, round the great black crucifix, were ranged the coffins of the kings

and queens of Spain. There he commanded his attendants to open the massy

chests of bronze in which the relics of his predecessors decayed. He looked

on the ghastly spectacle with little emotion till the coffin of his first wife was

unclosed, and she appeared before him—such was the skill of the endjalmer

—in all her well-remembered beauty. He cast one glance on those beloved

features, unseen foreighteen years, those features over which corruption seemed

to have no power, anil rushed from the vault, exclaiming, " She is with (.iod
;

and I shall soon be with her." The awful sight comideted the ruin of his

body and mind. The Escurial became hateful to him ; and he hastened to

Aranjuez. But the shades and waters of that delicious island-garden, so

fondly celebrated in the sparkling verse of Calderon, brought no solace to

their unfortunate master. Having tried medicine, exercise, and amusement

in vain, he returned to Madrid to die.

He was now beset on every side by the bold and skilful agents of the

House of Bourbon. The leading politicians of his court assured him that

Louis, and Louis alone, was sufticienlly powerful to preserve the Spanish

monarchy undivided, and that Austria would be utterly unable to prevent

the Treaty of Partition from being carried into effect. Some celebrated

lawyers gave it as their opinion that the act of. renunciation executed by the

late Queen of I'rame ought to be construed according to the spirit, and not

according to the lettei. The letter undoubtedly excluded the French Princes.

The .spirit was merely this, that ample security should be taken against the

union of the French and Spanish crowns on one head.

In all probability, neither political nor legal reasonings would have sufficed

to overcome the partiality which Charles felt for the House of Austria. There

had always been a close connection between the two great royal lines which

sprang from the marriage of Philip and Juana. Both had always regarded

the French as their natural einmies. It was necessary to have recourse to

religious terrors ; and Porto Carrero employed those terrors with tnie pro-

fessional skill. The King's life wa.s drawing to a close. Would the most

Catholic prince commit a great sin on the brink of the grave? And what
could be a greater sin than, from an unreasonable attachment to a family

name, from an unchristian antipathy to a rival house, :o set aside the right-

ful heir of an immense monarchy ? The tender conscience and the feeble

intellect of Charles were strongly wrought upon by these appeals. At length

Porto Carrero ventured on a master-stroke. He advised Charles to apply

for coun.sel to the Pope. The King, who, in the simplicity of his heart, con-

sidered the successor of St Peter as an infallible guide in spiritual matters,

adopted the .suggestion ; and Porto Carrero, who knew that his Holiness

was a mere tool of France, awaited with perfect confidence the result of the

application. In the an.swer which arrived from Rome, the King was solemnly

reminded of the great account which he was soon to render, and cautioned

against the flagrant injustice which he was tempted to commit. He was

assured that the right was with the House of Bourbon, and remindetl that

his own salvation ought to be dearer to him than the House of .Austria. Vet

he still continued irresolute. His attachment to his family, his aversion to

France, were not to be overcome even by Papal authority. At length he

thought himself actually dying. Then the Cardinal redoubled his efforts.
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Divine after divine, well tutored for the occasion, was brought to the bed of

the trembling penitent. He was dying in the commission of known sin. He
was defrauding his relatives. He was bequeathing civil war to his people.

He yielded, and signed that memorable Testament, the cause of many calami-

ties to Europe. As he affixed his name to the instrument, he burst into

.tears. "God," he said, "gives kingdoms and takes them away. I am
already one of the dead."
The will was kept secret during the short remainder of his life. On the

third of November 1700 he expired. All Madrid crowded to the palace.

The gates were thronged. The antechamber was filled with ambassadors
and grandees, eager to learn what dispositions the decea.sed sovereign had
made. At length the folding doors were flung open. The Duke of Abrantes
came forth, and announced that the whole Spanish monarchy was bequeathed
to Philip Duke of Anjou. Charles had directed that, during the interval

which might elapse between his death and the arrival of his successor, the

government should be administered by a council, of which Porto Carrero
was the chief member.

Louis acted, as the English ministers might have guessed that he would
act. With scarcely the show of hesitation, he broke through all the obliga-

tions of the Partition Treaty, and accepted for his grandson the splendid

legacy of Charles. The new .sovereign hastened to take possession of his

dominions. The whole court of France accompanied him to Sceaux. His
brothers escorted him to that frontier which, as they weakly imagined, was to

be a frontier no longer. "The Pyrenees," .said Louis, "have cea.sed to exist."

Those very Pyrenees, a few years later, were the theatre of a war between the

heir of Louis and the prince whom France was now sending to govern .Spain.

If Charles had ransacked luirope to find a successor whose moral and in-

tellectual character resembled his own, he could not have chosen better.

Philip was not so sickly as his predecessor, but he was quite as weak, as

indolent, and as superstitious ; he very soon became quite as hypochon-
driacal and eccentric ; and he was even more uxorious. He was indeed a

husband of ten thousand. His first object, when he became King of Spain,

was to procure a wife. From the day of his marriage to the day of her death,

his first object was to have her near him, and ^-o do what she wished. As
soon as his wife died, his first object was to procure another. Another was
found, as unlike the former as possible. But she was a wife ; and Philip

wcis content. Neither l)y day nor by night, neither in sickness nor in health,

neither in time of business nor in time of relaxation, did he ever suffer her to

be absent from him for half an hour. His mind was naturally feeble ; and
he had received an enfeebling education. He had been brought up amidst

the dull magnificence of Versailles. His grandfather was as imperious and
as ostentatious in his intercourse with the royal family as in public acts. All

those who grew up immediately under the eye of Louis had the manners of

persons who had never known what it was to be at ease. They were all

taciturn, shy, and awkward. In all of them, except the Duke of Burgundy,
the evil went further than the manners. The Dauphin, the Duke of Berri,

Philip of Anjou, were meii of insignificant characters. They had no energy,

no force of will. They had been so little accustomed to judge or to act for

themselves th-at implicit dependence had become necessaiy to their comfort.

The new King of Spain, emancipated from control, resembled that wretched
German captive who, when the irons which he had worn for years were
knocked off, fell prostrate on the floor of his prison. The re?;traints which
had enfeebled the mind of the young Prince were required to support it.

Till he had a wife he could do nothing ; and when he had a wife he did

whatever she chose.

WTiile this lounging, moping boy was on his way to Madrid, his grand-
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father wxs all activity. Louis had no reason \o fear a contest with the

Umpire single-liandcil. He made vicjorous preparations to encounter Leo-

pold. He overawed the States-General by means of a jjreat army. He
attemptetl to soothe the English government by fair professions. William

was not deceived. He fully returned the hatred of Louis ; and, if he had

been free to act according to his own inclinations, he would have declared

war as soon as the contents of the will were known. But he was Iwund by

constitutional restraints. Both his person and his measures were unpopular

in England. His .secluded life antl his coUl manners disgusted a people

accu-stomed to the graceful atVahility of Charles the Second. His foreign

accent and his foreign attachments were offensive to the national prejudices.

His reign had been a season of distress, following a season of rapidly in-

creasing prosperity. The burdens of the late war and the expense of restor-

ing the currency had been severely felt. Nine clergymen out of ten were

Jacobites at heart, and had sworn allegiance to the new dynasty, only in

"order to save their benefices. A large proportion of the country gentlemen

belonged to the same party. The whole body of agricultural proprietors

was hostile to that interest which the creation of the national debt had brought

into notice, and which was believed to be peculiarly favoured by the Court,

the monied interest. The middle classes were fully determined to keep out

James and his family. But they regarded William only as the less of two
evils ; and, as long as there was no imminent danger of a counter-revolution,

were disposed to thwart and mortify the sovereign, by whom they were,

nevertheless, ready to stand, in case of necessity, with their lives and fortunes.

Tliey were sullen and dissatisfied. " There was, " as Somers expressed it

in a remarkable letter to William, "a deadness and want of spirit in the

nation universally."

Ever}' thing in England was going on as Louis could have wished. The
leaders of the ^V^lig party had retired from power, and were extremely

unpopular on account of the unlortunate issue oi ilie I'ariuiun 1 :eaiy. Tne
Tories, some of whom still cast a lingering look toward St Gcrmaiiis, were
in office, and had a decided majority in the House of Commons. William
was so much embarrxssed by the state of parties in England that he could

not venture to make war on the Hou.se of Bourbon. He was suffering under
a complication of severe and incurable diseases. There was every reason to

l>elieve that a few months would dissolve the fragile tie which l>ound up that

feeble body with that ardent and unconquerable soul. If Louis could succeed

in preserNnng peace for a short time, it was probable that all his vast designs

would lie securely accomplished. Just at this crisis, the most important
crisis of his life, his pride and his passions hurried him into an error, which
undid all that forty years of victory and intrigue had done, which produced
the dismeml>erment of the kingdom of his grandson, and brought invasion,

bankruptcy, and famine on his own.

James the Second died a: St Gerntains. Louis paid him a farewell visit,

and was so much moved by ihe solemn parting, and by the grief of the exiled

queen, that, losing sight of all considerations of policy, and actuated, as it

should seem, merely by compassion and by a not ungenerous vanity, he ac-

knowledged the Prince of Wales as King of England.
The indignation which the Castilian.s.had felt when they heard that three

foreign powers had undertaken to regidate the Spanish succes.sion was no-

thing to the rage with which the English learned that their good neighbour
had taken the trouble to provide them with a king. W^higs and Tories joined

in condemning the proceedings of the French Court. The cry for war was
raised by the city of London, and echoed and re-echoed from every comer
of the realm. William saw that his time was come. Though his wasted
and sufferinR Ixxly could hardly move without support, his spirit was as
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energetic and resolute as when, at twenty-three, he bade defiance to the com-
bined forces of England and P'ranee. He left the Hague, where he had been
engaged in negotiating with the States and the Emperor a defensive treaty

against the ambitious designs of the Bourbons. He flew to London. He
remodelled the ministry. He dissolved the Parliament. The majority of the
new House of Commons was with the King ; and the most vigorous pre-

parations were made for war.

Before the commencement of active hostilities William was no more. But
the Grand Alliance of the European Princes against the Bourbons was already

constructed. " The master workman died," says Mr Burke ; "but the work
was formed on true mechanical principles, and it was as truly wrought." On
the fifteenth of May, 1702, war was proclaimed by concert at Vienna, at

London, and at the Hague.
Thus commenced that great struggle by which Europe, from the Vistula to

the Atlantic Ocean, was agitated during twelve years. The two hostile

coalitions were, in respect of territory, wealth, and population, not unequally
matched. On the one side were France, Spain, and Bavaria ; on the other,

England, Holland, the Empire, and a crowd of inferior Powers.
That part of the war which Lord Mahon has undertaken to relate, though

not the least important, is certainly the least attractive. In Italy, in Ger-
many, and in the Netherlands, great means were at the disposal of great

generals. Mighty battles were fought. Fortress after fortress was subdued.
The iron chain of the Belgian strongholds was broken. By a regidar and
connected series of operations extending through several years, the French
were driven back from the Danube and the Po into their own provinces.

The war in Spain, on the contrary, is made up of events which seem to have
no dependence on each other. The turns of fortune resemble those which
take place in a dream. Victory and defeat are not followed by their usual

consequences. Armies .spring out of nothing, and meli into nothing. Yet,

to judicious readers of history, the Spanish conflict is perhaps more interest-

ing than the campaigns of Marlborough and Eugene. The fate of the

Milanese and of the Low Countries was decided by military skill. The fate

of Spain was decided by the peculiarities of the national character.

When the war commenced, the young King was in a most deplorable situ-

ation. On his arrival at Madrid he found Porto Carrero at the head of affairs,

and he did not think fit to displace the man to whom he owed his crown.
The Cardinal was a mere intriguer, and in no sense a statesman. He ha^"

acquired, in the Court and in the Confessional, a rare degree of skill in aii

the tricks by which weak minds are managed. But of the noble science of

government, of the sources of national prosperity, of the causes of national

decay, he knew no more than his master. It is curious to observe the con-

trast between the dexterity with which he ruled the conscience of a foolish

valetudinarian, and the imbecility which he showed when placed at the head
of an empire. On what grounds Lord Mahon represents the Cardinal as a

man " of splendid genius," "of vast abilities," we are unable to discover.

Louis was of a very different opinion, and Louis was very seldom mistaken

in his judgment of character. " Every body," says he, in a letter to his am-
bassador, "knows how incapable the Cardinal is. He is an object of con-

tempt to his countrymen."
A few miserable savings were made, which ruined individuals without

producing any perceptible benefit to the state. The police became more and
more inefficient. The disorders of the capital were increased by the arrival

of French adventurers, the refuse of Parisian brothels and gaming-houses.

These wretches considered the Spaniards as a subjugated race whom the

countrymen of the new sovereign might cheat and insult with impunity. The
King sate eating and drinking all night, lay in bed all day, ya\vned at the
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oiincil table, and suffered the most important papers to lie unopened for
weeks. At length he was roused by the only excitement of which his slug-
i^ash nature was susceptible. His grandfather consented to let him have a
wife. The choice was fortunate. .Maria Louisa, Princess of Savoy, a beau-
tiful and graceful girl of thirteen, already a woman in person and mind, at
an age when the females of colder climates are still children, was the person
selected. The King resolved to give her the meeting in Catalonia. He left

his capital, of which he was already thoroughly tired. At setting out he was
mobbed by a gang of beggars. He, however,' made his way through them,
and repaired to Barcelona.

Louis was perfectly aware that the Queen would govern Philip. He, ac-
cordingly, looked about for somebody to govern the Queen. He selected
the Princess Orsini to be first lady of the bedchamber, no insignificant post
in the household of a very young wife, and a very uxorious husband. The
princess was the daughter of a French peer, and the widow of a Spanish
grandee. She was, therefore, admirably fitted by her position to be the in-

strument of the Court of Versailles at the Court of Madrid. The Duke of
Orleans called her, in woi-ds too coarse for translation, the Lieutenant of
Captain Maintenon ; and the appellation was well deserved. She aspired
to play in Spain the part which Madame de .Maintenon had played in France.
But, though at least equal to her model in wit, information, and talents for
intrigue, she had not that self-command, that patience, that imperturbable
evenness of temper, which had raised the widow of a bulToon to be the con-
sort of the proudest of kings. The Princess was more than fifty years old,
but was still vain of her fine eyes, and her fine shape ; she still dressed in

the style of a girl ; and she still carried her flirtations so far as to give occasion
for scandal. She was, however, polite, eloquent, and not deficient in strength
of mind. The bitter Saint Simon owns that no person whom she wished to

attach could long resist the graces of her manners and of her conversation.
We have not time to relate how she obtained, and how she preserved her

empire over the young couple in whose household she was placed, how she
became so powerful, that neither minister of Spain nor ambassador from
France could stand against her, how Louis himself was compelled to court
her, how she received orders from Versailles to retire, how the Queen took
part with her favourite attendant, how the King took part with the Queen,
and how, after much squabbling, lying, shuffling, bullying, and coaxing, the
dispute was adjusted. We turn to the events of the war.
When hostilities were proclaimed at London, Vienna, and the Hague, Philip

was at Naples. He had been with great difficulty prevailed upon, by the
most urgent representations from Versailles, to separate himself from his wife,
and to repair without her to his Italian dominions, which were then menaced
by the Emperor. The Queen acted as Regent, and, child as she wa^, seems
to have been quite as competent to govern the kingdom as her husband or
any of his ministers.

In August, 1 702, an armament, under the command of the Duke of Or-
mond, appeared off Cadiz. The Spanish authorities had no funds and no
reguiar trciops. The national spirit, however, supplied in some degree what
*-as wanting. The nobles and farmers advanced money. The peasantry
were formed into what the Spanish writers call bands of heroic patriots, and
what General Stanhope calls a " r.x-^cally foot militia." If the invaders had
acted with vigour and judgment, Cadiz would probably have fallen. But the
chiefs of the expedition were di\-ided by national and professional feelings,
Dutch against English, and land against sea. Sparre, the Dutch general,
was sulky and perverse. Bella.sys, the English general, eml)ezzled the stores.
Lord Mahon imputes the ill-temper of Sparre to the influence of the repub-
lican institutions of Holland. By parity of reason, we suppose that he would
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impute the peculations of Bellasys to the influence of the monarchical and
aristocratical institutions of J^ngland. The Dukeof Ormond, whohad the com-
mand of the whole expedition, proved on this occasion, as on every other,

liestitute of the qualities which great emergencies require. No discipline was
kept ; the soldiers were suffered to rob and insult those whom it was most
desirable to conciliate. Churches were robbed ; images were pulled dowm ;

nuns were violated. The officers shared the spoil instead of punishing the

spoilers ; and at last the armament, loaded, to use the words of Stanliope,
" with a great deal of plunder and infamy," quitted the scene of Essex's glory,

leaving the only Spaniard of note who had declared for them to be hanged
by his countrymen.
The fleet was off" the coast of Portugal, on the way back to England, when

the Duke of Ormond received intelligence that the treasure-ships from Amer-
ica had just arrived in Europe, and had, in order to avoid his armament,
repaired to the harbour of Vigo. The cargo consisted, it was said, of more
than three millions sterling in gold and silver, besides much valuable mer-
chandise. The prospect of plunder reconciled all disputes. Dutch and Eng-
lish, admirals and generals, were equally eager for action. The Spaniards

might with the greatest ease have secured the treasure by simply landing it

;

but it was a fundamental law of Spanish trade that the galleons should un-

load at Cadiz, and at Cadiz only. The Chamber of Commerce at Cadiz, in

the true spirit of monopoly, refused, even at this conjuncture, to bate one jot

of its privilege. The matter was referred to the Council of the Indies. That
body deliberated and hesitated just a day too long. Some feeble prepara-

tions for defence were made. Two ruined towers at the mouth of the bay of

Vigo were garrisoned by a few ill-anned and imtrained rustics ; a boom was
thrown across the entrance of the basin ; and a few French ships of war,

which had convoyed the galleons from America, were moored within. Bui

all was to no purpose. The English ships broke the boom ; Ormond and
his soldiers scaled the forts ; the French burned their ships, and escaped to

the shore. The conquerors shared some millions of dollars ; some millions

more were sunk. When all the galleons had been captured or destroyed

came an order in due form allowing them to unload.

When Philip returned to Madrid in the beginning of 1703, he found the

finances more embarrassed, the people more discontented, and the hostile

coalition more formidable than ever. The loss of the galleons had occasioned

a great deficiency in the revenue. The Admiral of Castile, one of the great-

est subjects in Europe, had fled to Lisbon and sworn allegiance to the Arch-

duke. The King of Portugal soon after acknowledged Charles as King of

Spain, and prepared to support the title of the House of Austria by arms.

On the other side, Louis sent to llie assistance of his grandson an army of

i2,ooa men, commanded by the Duke of Berwick. Berwick was the son of

James the Second and Arabella Churchill. He had been brought up to

expect the highest honours which an English subject could enjoy ; but the

whole course of his life was changed by the revolution ivlnch overthrew his

infatuated father. Berwick became an exile, a man without a country ; and
from that time forward his camp was to him in the place of a country, and
professional honour was his patriotism. He ennobled his wretched calling.

There was a stem, cold, Brutus-like virtue in the manner in which he dis-

charged the duties of a soldier of fortune. His military fidelity was tried by
the strongest temptations, and was found invincible. At one time he fought

against his uncle ; at another time he fought against the cause of his brother

;

yet he was never suspected of treacher)', or even of slackness.

Early in 1704 an army, composed of English, Dutch, and Portuguese, was
assembled on the western frontier of Spain. The Archduke Charles had
arrived at Lisbon, and appeared in person at the head of his troops. The
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military skill of Berwick held the Allies, who were commanded by Lord
Galway, in check through the whole campaign. On the south, however, a

great blow was struck. An English tleet, under Sir George Kooke, having

on board several regiments commanded by the Prince of Hes-^e Darmstadt,

appeared before the rock of Gibraltar. That celebrated stronghold which

nature has made all but impregnable, and against which all the resources of

the military art have been employed in vain, was taken as easily as if it had
been an open village in a plain. The garrison went to say their prayers

instead of standing on their guard. A few English sailors climbed tiie rock.

The Spaniards capitulated ; and the British flag was placed on those ram-

parts from which the combined armies and navies of France and Spain have
never been able to pull it down. Rooke proceeded to Malaga, gave battle

in the neighbourhood of that port to a French squadron, and after a doubt-

ful action returned to England.

But greater events were at hand. The English government had deter-

mined to send an expedition to Spain, under the command of Charles Mor-
daunt Earl of Peterborough. This man was, if not the greatest, yet assuredly

the most extraordinary character of that age, the King of Sweden himself

not excepted. Indeed, Peterborough may be described as a polite, learned,

and amorous Charles the Twelfth. His courage had all the French impetu-

osity, and all the English steadiness. His fertility and activity of mind were

almost beyond belief. They appeared in every thing that he did, in his

campaigns, in his negotiations, in his familiar correspondence, in his lightest

and most unstudied conversation. He was a kind friend, a generous enemy,
and in deportment a thorough gentleman. But his splendid talents and vir-

tues were rendered almost useless to his countp.% by his levity, his restless-

ness, his irritability, his morbid cra\-ing for novelty and for excitement. His

weaknesses had not only brought him, on more than one occasion, into

serious trouble ; but had impelled him to some actions altogether unworthy

of his humane and noble nature. Repose was insupportable to him. He
loved to fly round Europe faster than a travelling courier. He was at the

Hague one week, at Vienna the next. Then he took a fancy to see Madrid
;

and he had scarcely reached Madriil, when he ordered horses and set off for

Copenhagen. No attendants could keep up with his speed. No bodily

infirmities could confine him. Old age, disease, imminent death, produced

.scarcely any effect on his intrepid spirit. Just before he underwent the most

horrible of surgical operations, his conversation was as sprightly as that of a

young man in the fiill vigour of health. On the day after the operation, in

spite of the entreaties of his medical advisers, he would set out on a journey.

His figure was that of a skeleton. But his elastic mind supported him under
fatigues and sufferings which seemed sufficient to bring the most robust man
to the grave. Change of emploj-ment was as necessary to him as change of

place. He loved to dictate six or seven letters at once. Those who had to

transact business with him complained that though he talked with great

ability on every subject, he could never be kept to the point. " Lord Peter-

borough," said Pope, "would say very pretty and lively things in his letters,

but they would be rather too gay and wandering ; whereas, were Lord
Bolingbroke to write to an emperor, or to a statesman, he would fix on that

point which was the most material, would set it in the strongest and finest

light, and manage it so as to make it the most seniceable to his purpose."

What Peterborough was to Bolingbroke as a writer, he was to Marlborough
as ^ general. He was, in truth, the la>t of the knights-errant, brave to

temerity, liberal to profusion, courteous in his dealings with enemies, the

protector of the oppressed, the adorer of women. His virtues and vices were

those of the Round Table. Indeed, his character can hardly be better

summed up, than in the lines in which the author of that clever little poem.
Monks and Giants, has described Sir Tristram.



254 LORD MAHON'S WAR OF
" His birth, it seems, by Merlin's calculation,

Was under Venus, Mercury, and Mars

;

His mind with all their attributes was mixed,
And, like those planets, wandering and unfixed.

" From realm to realm he ran, and never staid :

Kingdoms and crowns he won, and gave away ;

It seemed as if his labours were repaid

By the mere noise and movement of the fray :

No conquests nor acquirements had he made
;

His chief delight was, on some festive day
To ride triumphant, prodigal, and proud.
And shower his wealth amidst the shouting crowd.

" His schemes of war were sudden, unforeseen,
Inexplicable both to friend and foe ;

It seemed as if some momentary spleen
Inspired the project, and impelled the blow ;

And most his fortune and success were seen
With means the most inadequate and low

;

Most master of himself, and least encumbered,
When overmatched, entangled, and outnumbered.

"

In June, 1705, this remarkable man arrived in Lisbon with five thousanrl

Dutch and English soldiers. There the Archduke embarked with a large

train of attendants, whom Peterborough entertained magnificently during the

voyage at bis own expense. From Lisbon ithe armament proceeded to Gib-

raltar, and, ha\-ing taken the Prince of Hesse Darmstadt on board, steered

towards the north-east along the coast of Spain.

The first place at which the expedition touched, after lea\'ing Gibraltar,

was Altea in Valencia. The wretched misgovemment of Philip had excited

great discontent throughout this province. The invaders were eagerly wel-

comed. The peasantry' flocked to the shore, bearing provisions, and shouting,

"Long live Charles the Third." The neighbouring fortress of Denia sur-

rendered without a blow.

The imagination of Peterborough took fire. He conceived the hope of

finishing the war at one blow. Madrid was but a hundred and fifty miles

distant. There was scarcely one fortified place on the road. The troops of

Philip were either on the frontiers of Portugal or on the coast of Catalonia.

At the capital there was no militar}' force, except a few horse who formed

a guard of honour round the person of Philip. But the scheme of pushing

into the heart of a great kingdom with an army of only seven thousand men,
was too daring to please the Archduke. The Prince of Hesse Darmstadt,

who, in the reign of the late King of Spain, had been Governor of Catalonia,

and who overrated his own influence in that province, was of opinion that

they ought instantly to proceed thither, and to attack Barcelona. Peter-

borough was hampered by his instructions, and found it necessary to submit.

On 'he sixteenth of August the fleet arrived before Barcelona ; and Peter-

borough found that the task assigned to him by the Archduke and the Prince

was one of almost insuperable difficulty. One side of the city was protected

by the sea ; the other by the strong fortifications of Monjuich. The walls

were so extensive, that thirty thousand men would scarcely have been suffi-

cient to invest them. The garrison was as numerous as the besieging army.

The best officers in the Spanish service were in the town. The hopes which
the Prince of Darmstadt had formed of a general rising in Catalonia were
grievously disappointed. The invaders were joined only by about fifteen

hundred armed peasants, whose services cost more than they were worth.

No general was ever in a more deplorable situation than that in which
Peterborough was now placed. He had always objected to the scheme of

besieging Barcelona. His objections had been overruled. He had to execute

a project which he had constantly represented as impracticable. His camp
was divided uuo hostile factions, and he was censured by all. The Archduke
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and the Prince blamed him for not proceeding instantly to take the town
;

but suggested no plan by which seven thousand men could be enabled to <lo

the work of thirty thousand. Others blameti theii general for giving up his

own opinion to the childish whims of Charles, and for sacrificing his men in

an attempt to perfonn what was impossible. The Dutch commander posi-

tively declared that his soldiers should not stir : Lord Peterborough might
give what orders he chose ; but to engage in such a siege was madness ; and
the men should not be sent to certain death when there was no chance of

obtaining any advantage.

At length, after three weeks of inaction, Peterborough announced his fixed

determination to raise the siege. The heavy cannon were sent on board.

Preparations were made for re-embarking the troops. Charles and the Prince

of Hesse were furious ; but most of the officers blamed their general for

having delayed so long the measure which he had at last found it necessary

to take. On the twelfth of September there were rejoicings and public

entertainments in Barcelona for this great deliverance. On the following

morning the English flag was flying on the ramparts of Monjuich. The
genius and energy of one man had supplied the place of forty battalions.

At midnight Peterborough had called on the Prince of Hesse, with whom
he had not for some time l^en on speaking terms. " I have resolved, sir,"

said the Earl, " to attempt an assault
; you may accompany us, if you think

fit, and see whether I and my men desers'e what you have been pleased to

say of us." The Prince was startled. The attempt, he said, was hopeless
;

but he was ready to take his share ; and, without further discussion, he
called for his horse.

Fifteen hundred English soldiers were assembled under the Earl. A
thousand more had been posted as a body of reser\'e, at a neighbouring con-
vent, under the command of Stanhope. After a winding march along the foot

of the hills, Peterborough and his little army reached the walls of Monjuich.
There they halted till daybreak. As soon as they were descried, the enemy
advanced into the outer ditch to meet them. This was the event on which
Peterborough had reckoned, and for which his men were prepared. The
English received the fire, rushed forward, leaped into the ditch, put the

Spaniards to flight, and entered the works together with the fugitives. Before
the garrison had recovered from their first surprise, the Earl was master of
the outworks, had taken several pieces of cannon, and had thrown up a
breastwork to defend his men. He then sent off for Stanhope's reserve.

While he was waitintj for this reinforcement, news arrived that three thou-
sand men were marching from Barcelona towards Monjuich. He instantly

rode cut to take a view of them ; but no sooner had he left his troops than
they were seized with a panic. Their situation was indeed full of danger

;

they had been brought into Monjuich, they scarcely knew how ; their num-
bers were small ; their general was gone : their hearts failed them, and they
were proceeding to evacuate the fort. Peterborough receivetl information
of these occurrences in time to stop the retreat. He galloped up to the
fugitives, addressed a few words to them, and put himself at their head.
The sound of his voice and the sight of his face restored all their courage,
and they marched back to their former position.

The Prince of Hesse had fallen in the confusion of the assault ; but every
thing eUe went well. Stanhope arrived ; the detachment which had marched
out of Barcelona retreated ; the heavy cannon were disembarkt-d, and
brought to bear on the inner fortifications of Monjuich, which speedily fell.

Peterborough, with his u.sual generosity, rescued the Spanish soldiers from
the ferocity of his victorious army, and paid the last honours with great
pomp to his rival the Prince of Hesse.
The reduction of Monjuich «'<«« the first of a series of brilliant exploits.
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Barcelona fell ; and reteiborough had the glory of taking, with a handful

of men, one of the largest and strongest towns of Europe. He had also the

glory, nut less dear to his chivalrous temper, of saving the life and honour of

the beautiful Duchess of PopoH, whom he met flying with dishevelled hair

from the fury of the soldiers. Me availed himself dexterously of the jealousy

with which the Catalonians regarded the inhabitants of Castile. . He gtiar-

anteed to the province in the capital of which he was now quartered all its

ancient rights and liberties, and thus succeeded in attaching the population

to the Austrian cause.

The open country now declared in favour of Charles. Tarragona, Tortosa,

Gerona, Lerida, San Mateo, threw open their gates. The Spanish govern-

ment sent the Count of Las Torres with seven thousand men to reduce San
Mateo. The Earl of Peterborough, with only twelve hundred men, raised

the siege. His officers advised him to be content with this extraordinary suc-

cess. Charles urged him to return to Barcelona ; but no remonstrances
could stop such a spirit in the midst of such a career. It was the depth of

winter. The country was mountainous. The roads were almost impassable.

The men were ill-clothed. The horses were knocked up. The retreating

army was far more numerous than the pursuing army. But difficulties and
dangers vanished before the energy of Peterborough. He pushed on, driving

Las Torres before him. Nules surrendered to the mere terror of his name
;

and, on the fourth of February, 1706, he arrived in triumph at Valencia.

There he learned that a body of four thousand men was on the march to join

Las Torres. He set out at dead of night from Valencia, passed the Xucar,

came unexpectedly on the encampment of the enemy, and slaughtered, dis-

persed, or took the whole reinforcement. The Valencians coidd scarcely

believe their eyes when they saw the prisoners brought in.

In the mean time the Courts of Madrid and Versailles, exasperated and
alarmed by the fall of Barcelona and by the revolt of the surrounding country,

determined to make a great effort. A large army, nominally commanded
by Philip, but really under the orders of Marshal Tesse, entered Catalonia.

A fleet under the Count of Toulouse, one of the natural children of Louis

the Fourteenth, aj^peared before the port of Barcelona. The city was attacked

at once by sea and land. The person of the Archduke was in considerable

danger. Peterborough, at the head of about three thousand men, marched
with great rapidity from Valencia. To give battle, with so small a force, to

a great regular army under the conduct of a Marshal of France, would have
been madness. The Earl therefore made war after the fashion of the Minas
and Empecinados of our own time. He took his post on the neighbouring
mountains, harassed the enemy with incessant alarms, cut off their stragglers,

intercepted their communications with the interior, and introduced supplies,

both of men and provisions, into the town. He saw, however, that the only

hope of the besieged was on the side of the sea. His commission from the

British government gave him supreme power not only over the army, but,

whenever he should be actually on board, over the navy also. He put out

to sea at night in an open boat, without communicating his design to any
person. He was picked up, several leagues from the shore, by one of the

ships of the linglish squadron. As soon as he was on board, he announced
himself as first in command, and sent a pinnace with his orders to the

Admiral. Had these orders been given a few hours earlier, it is probable
that the whole French fleet would have been taken. As it was, the Count
of Toulouse put out to sea. The port was open. The town was relieved.

On the following night the enemy raised the siege and retreated to Roussilion.

Peterborough returned to Valencia, a place which he preferred to every other

in Spain ; and Philip, who had been some weeks absent from his wife, could
endure the misery of separation no longer, and flew to rejoin her at Madrid.
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At .Nfadrid, however, it was impossible for him or for her to remain. Tlie

splenditi success which PeterNirough had obtained on the eastern coast uf tlie

I'eninsula had inspire<i the slugi^ish Galway with emulation. He adv.-uvced

into the heart of Spain. Bervvick retreated. Alcantara, Ciudad Rodrigo,
and Salamanca fell, and the conquerors marched towards the capital.

Philip was earnestly pressed by his advisers to remove the seat of gcvem-
. :ent to Burgos. The advanced guard of the allied army was alrea(iy seen

•A the heights above Madrid. It was known that the main body was at

.and. The unfortunate Prince fled with his Queen and his household. The
yal wanderers, after travelling eight days on bad roads, under a 'ouming
n, and sleeping eight nights in miserable hovels, one of which fell down

:.d nearly cru>hed them both to death, reached the metropolis of Old Castile.

: the mean time the invaders had entered Madrid in triumph, and had
oclairaed the Archduke in the streets of the imperial city. Arragm, ever

jealous of the Castilian ascendency, followed the e.\ample of Catalonia.

Saragossa revolted without seeing an enemy. The governor whom Philip

had set over Cartliagena betrayed his trust, and surrendered to the Allies

the best arsenal and the last ships which Spain possessed.

Toledo had been for some time the retreat of two ambitious, turbuk-nt, and
vindictive intriguers, the Queen Dowager and Cardinal Porto Carrero. They
had long been deadly enemies. They had led the adverse factions of Austria

and Fr. i;ce. Each had in turn domineered over the weak and disordered

mind of the late King. At length the impostures of the priest had triumphed
over the blandishments of the woman ; Porto Carrero had remained vic-

torious ; and the Queen had fled in shame and mortification, from the court

where she had once been supreme. In her retirement she was soon joined

by him whose arts had destroyed her influence. The Cardinal, having held

power just long enough to convince all parties of his incompetency, had been
dismissed to his See, cursing his own folly and the ingratitude of the House
which he had serv'ed too well. Common interests and common enmities

reconciled the fallen rivals. The Austrian troops were admitted into Toledo
without opposition. The Queen Dowager flung off that mournful garb
which the widow of a King of .Spain wears through her whole life, and blazed

forth in jewels. The Cardinal blessed the standards of the invaders in his

magnificent cathedral, and lighted up his palace in honour of the great deli-

verance. It seemed that the struggle had terminated in favour of the Arch-
duke, and that nothing remained for Philip but a prompt flight into the

dominions of his grandfather.

So judged those who were ignorant of the character and habits of the

Spanish people. There is no country in Europe which it is so easy to over-

run as Spain: there is no country in Europe which it is more difficult to con-

quer. Nothing can be more contemptible than the regular military resistance

which Spain offers to an invader: nothing more formidable than the energy
which she puts forth when her regular military resistance has been beaten
down. Her armies have long borne too much resemblance to mobs ; but her
mobs have had, in an unusual degree, the spirit of armies. The soldier, as

compared with other soldiers, is deficient in military cjualities ; but the peas-

ant has as much of those qualities as the soldier. In no country have such
strong fortresses been taken by surprise: in no country have unfortified towns
made so furious and obstinate a resistance to great armies. War in Spa'n
has, from the days of the Romans, had a character of its own ; it is a fire

which cannot be raked out ; it bums fiercely under the embers ; and lf>ng afier

it ha-s to all seeming, been extinguished, bursts forth more violently than
erer. This was seen in the last war. Spain had no army which could have
looked in the face an equal number of French or Prussian soldiers ; but one
day laid the Prussian monarchy in the dust ; one day put the crow n of France
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at the disposal of invaders. No Jena, no Waterloo, would have enabled

Joseph to reign in quiet at Madrid.
The conduct of the Castilians throughout the War of the Succession was

most characteristic. With all the odds of number and situation on their side,

they had been ignominiously beaten. All the European dependencies of the

Spanish crown were lost. Catalonia, Arragon, and Valencia had acknow-
ledged the Austrian Prince. Gibraltar had been taken by a few sailors

;

Barcelona stormed by a few dismounted dragoons. The invaders had pene-

trated into the centre of the Peninsula, and were quartered at Madrid and
Toledo. While these events had been in progress, the nation had scarcely

given a sign of life. The rich could hardly be prevailed on to give or to lend

for the support of war ; the troops had shown neither discipline nor courage ;

and now, at last, when it seemed that all was lost, when it seemed that the

most sanguine must relinquish all hope, the national spirit awoke, fierce,

proud, and unconquerable. The people had been sluggish when the circum-

stances might well have inspired hope ; they reserved all their energy for what
appeared to be a season of despair. Castile, Leon, Andalusia, Estremadura,

rose at once ; every peasant procured a firelock or a pike ; the Allies were
masters only of the ground on which they trod. No soldier could wander a

hundred yards from the main body of the invading army without imminent
risk of being poniarded. The country through which the conquerors had
passed to Madrid, and which, as they thought, they had subdued, was all in

arms behind them. Their communications with Portugal were cut off. In

the mean time, money began, for the first time, to flow rapidly into the trea-

sury of the fugitive king. " The day before yesterday," says the Princess

Orsini, in a letter written at this time, "the priest of a village which contains

only a hundred and twenty houses brought a hundred and twenty pistoles to

the Queen. 'My flock,' said he, 'are ashamed to send you so little ; but

they beg you to believe that in this purse there are a hundred and twenty
hearts faithful even to the death.' The good man wept as he spoke ; and
indeed we wept too. Yesterday another small village, in which there are

only twenty houses, sent us fifty pistoles."

While the Castilians were every where arming in the cause of Philip, the

Allies were serving that cause as effectually by their mismanagement. Galway
staid at Madrid, where his soldiers indulged in such boundless licentiousness

that one half of them were in the hospitals. Charles remained dawdling in

Catalonia. Peterborough had taken Requena, and wished to march from
Valencia towards Madrid, and to effect a junction with Galway ; but the

Archduke refused his consent to the plan. The indignant general remained
accordingly in his favourite city, on the beautiful shores of the Mediterranean,

reading Don Quixote, giving balls and suppers, trying in vain to get some
good sport out of the Valencia bulls, and making love, not in vain, to the

Valencian women.
At length the Archduke advanced into Castile, and ordered Peterborough

to join him. But it was too late. Berwick had already compelled Galway
to evacuate Madrid ; and, when the whole force of the Allies was collected

at Guadalaxara, it was found to be decidedly inferior in numbers to that of

the enemy.
Peterborough formed a plan for regaining possession of the capital. His

plan was rejected by Charles. The patience of the sensitive and vainglorious

hero was worn out. I le had none of that serenity of temper which enabled

Marlborough to act in perfect harmony with Eugene, and to endure the vexa-

tious interference of the Dutch deputies. He demanded permission to leave

the army. Pemiission was readily granted ; and he set out for Italy. That

there might be some pretext for his departure, he was commissioned by the

Archduke to raise a loan in Genoa on the credit of the revenues of Spain.
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From thai moment to the end of the campaign the tide of fortune ran strong

against Uie Austrian cause. Berwick had placed his army between the Allies

and the frontiers of Portugal. They retreated on Valencia, and arrived in that

province, leaving about ten thousand prisoners in the hands of the enemy.
In January, 1707, Peterborough arrived at Valencia from Italy, no longer

bearing a public character, but merely as a volunteer. His advice was
asked, and it seems to have been most judicious. He gave it as his decided
opinion that no offensive operations against Castile ought to be undertaken.
It would be easy, he said, to defend Arragon, Catalonia, and Valencia,

against Philip. Phe inhabitants of those parts of Spain were attached Im

the ciuse of the Archduke ; and the armies of the House of Bourbon would
be resisted by the whole population. In a short time the enthusiasm of the

Castilians might abate. The government of Philip might commit unpopular
acts. Defeats in the Netherlands might compel Louis to withdraw the suc-

cours which he had furnished to his grandson. Then would be the time to

strike a decisive blow. This excellent advice was rejected. Peterborough,
who had now received fonnal letters of recall from England, departed before

the opening of the campaign ; and with him dej)arted the good fortune of

the Allies. Scarcely any general had ever done so much with means so
small. Scarcely any general had ever displayed equal originality and bold-

ness. He possessed, in the highest degree, the art of conciliating those

.
whom he had subdued. But he was not equally successful in winning the

attachment of those with whom he acted. He was adored by the Cata-
lonians and Valencians ; but he was hated by the prince whom he had all but
made a great king, ami by the generals whose fortune and reputation were
staked on the same venture with his own. The English government could
not understand him. He was so eccentric that they gave him no credit for

the judgment which he really possessed. One day he took towns with horse-

soldiers ; then again he turned some hundreds of infantry into cavalry at a
minute's notice. He obtained his political intelligence chiefly by means of
love afTairs, and filled his despatches with epigrams. The ministers thought
that it would be highly impolitic to intrust the conduct of the Spanish war
to so volatile and romantic a person. They therefore gave the command to

Lord Galway, an experienced veteran, a man who was in war what Moliere's
doctors were in medicine, who thought it much more honourable to fail

according to rule, than to succeeil by innovation, and who would have been
very much ashamed of himself if he had taken Monjuich by means so strange
as those which Peterborough employed. This great commander conducted
the campaign of 1 707 in the most scientific manner. On the plain of Almanza
he encountered the army of the Bourbons. He drew up his troops accord-
ing to the methods prescribed by the best writers, and in a few hours lost

eighteen thousand men, a hundred and twenty standards, all his baggage and
all his artillery. Valencia and Arragon were instantly conquered by the
French, and, at the close of the year, the mountainous province of Catalonia
was the only part of Spain which still adhered to Charles.

"Do you rememljer, child," says the foolish woman in the Spectator to
her husband, " that the pigeon-house fell the very aftemo(jn that our careless

wench spilt the salt upon the table ?" "Yes, my dear," replies the gentleman,
"and the next post brought us an account of the battle of Almanza." The
approach of disaster in Spain had been for some time indicated by omens
much clearer than the mishap of the salt-cellar ; an ungrateful j)rince, an
undisciplined army, a divided council, envy triumphant over merit, a man
of genius recalled, a pedant and a sluggard intrusted with supreme command.
The battle of Almanza decided the fate of Si)ain. The loss was sucli as .Marl-

borough or Eugene could scarcely have retrieved, and was certainly not to

be retneved by Stanhope and Staremberg.
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Stanhope, who took the command of the English army \\\ Catalonia, was
a man of respectable abilities, both in military and civil affairs, but fitter, we
conceive, for a second than for a first place. Lord Mahon, with his usual

candour, tells us, what we believe was not known before, that his ancestor's

most distinguished exploit, the conquest of Minorca, was suggested by Marl-
borough. Staremberg, a methodical tactician of the German school, was
sent by the emperor to command in Spain. Two languid campaigns fol-

lowed, during which neither of the hostile aiTnies did any thing memorable,
but during which both were nearly starved.

At length, in 1710, the chiefs of the Allied forces resolved to venture on
bolder measures. They began the campaign with a daring move, pushed into

Arragon, defeated the troops of Philip at Almenara, defeated them again at

Saragossa, and advanced to Madrid. The King was again a fugitive. The
Castilians sprang to arms with the same enthusiasm which they had dis-

played in 1706. The conquerors found the capital a derert. The people
shut themselves up in their houses, and refused to pay any mark of respect

to the Austrian prince. It was necessary to hire a few children to shout
before him in the streets. Meanwhile, the court of Philip at Valladolid

was thronged by nobles and prelates. Thirty thousand people followed

their King from Madrid to his new residence. Women of rank, rather than

remain behind, performed the journey on foot. The peasants enlisted by
thousands. Money, arms, and provisions were supplied in abundance by tlie

ceal of the peoj^le. The country round Madrid was infested by small parties

of irregular horse. The Allies could not send off a despatch to Arragon, or

introduce a supply of provisions into the capital. It was unsafe for the

Archduke to hunt in the immediate vicinity of the palace which he occupied.

The wish of Stanhope was to winter in Castile. But he stood alone in

the council of war ; and, indeed, it is not easy to understand how the Allies

could have maintained themselves, through so unpropitious a season, in

the midst of .so hostile a population. Charles, whose personal safety was
the first object of the generals, was sent with an escort of cavalry to Cata-

lonia in November ; and in December the army commenced its retreat

towards Arragon.

But the Allies had to do with a master-spirit. The King of France had
lately sent the Duke of Vendome to command in Spain. This man was dis-

tinguished by the filthiness of his person, by the brutality of his demeanour,
by the gross buffoonery of his conversation, and by the impudence with which
he abandoned himself to the most nauseous of all vices. His sluggishness

was almost incredible. Even when engaged in a campaign, he often passed

whole days in his bed. His strange torpidity had been the cause of some of

the most serious disasters which the armies of the House of Bourbon had
sustained. But when he was roused by any great emergency, his resources,

his energy, and his presence of mind, were such as had been found in no
French general since the death of Luxembourg.
At this crisis, Vendome was all himself. He set out from Talavera with

his troops, and pursued the retreating aiTny of the Allies with a speed per-

haps never equalled in such a season, and in such a country. He marched
night and day. He swam, at the head of his cavaliy, the flooded stream of

Henares, and, in a few days, overtook Stanhope, who was at Brihuega with

the left wing of the Allied anny. "Nobody with me," says the English

general, "imagined that they had any foot within some days' march of us;

and our misfortune is owing to the incredible diligence which their army
made." Stanhope had but just time to send off a messenger to the centre

of the army, which was some leagues from Brihuega, before Vendome was

upon him. The town was invested on every side. The walls were battered

with cannon. A mine was si)rung under one of the gates. The English
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kept up a terriMe fire till their powder was spent. They then fought des-

perate<Y with the bayonet against overwhelming otlds. They burned the

nouses which the assailants had taken. Liut all was to no purpose. The
British general saw that resistance could produce only a useless carnage. He
concluded a capitulation ; and his gallant little army became prisoners of war
on honourable terms.

Scarcely had Vendome signed the capitulation, when he learned that Star-

emberg was marching to the relief of Stanhope. Preparations were instantly

made for a general action. On the day following that on which the English

had delivered up their arms, was fought the obstinate and bloody fight of

Villa-Viciosa. Staremberg remained master of the field. Vendome reapetl

all the fruits of the battle. The Allies spiked their cannon, and retired to-

wards Arragon. But even in Arragon they found no place to rest. Ven-
dome was behind them. The guerilla parties were around ihem. They fled

to Catalonia ; but Catalonia was invaded by a French anny from Roussillon.

At length the Austrian general, with six thousand harassed and dispirited men,
the remains of a great and victorious army, took refuge in Barcelona, almost

the only place in Spain which still recognised the authority of Charles.

Philip was now much safer at .Madrid than his grandfather at Paris. All

hope of conquering Spain in Spain was at an end. But in other quarters

the House of Bourbon was reduced to the last extremity. The French armies

had undergone a series of defeats in Gemiany, in Italy, and in the Nether-
lands. An immense force, flushed with victory, and commanded by the

greatest generals of the age, was on the borders of France. Louis had been
forced to humble himself before the conquerors. He had even offered to

abandon the cause of his grandson ; and his offer had been rejected. But a

great turn in affairs was approaching.

The English administration which had commenced the war against the

House of Bourbon was an administration composed of Tories. But the war
was a Whig war. It was the the favourite scheme of William, the Whig
King. Louis had provoked it by recognising, as sovereign of England, a
prince peculiarly hateful to the Whigs. It had placed England in a position

of marked hostility to that power from which alone the Pretender could ex-

pect efficient succour. It had joined England in the closest union to a Pro-
testant and republican state, to a state which had assisted,in bringing about
the Revolution, and which was willing to guarantee the execution of the Act
of Settlement. Marlborough and Godolphin found that they were more
zealously supported by their old opponents than by their old associates.

Those ministers who were zealous for the war were gradually converted to

Whiggism. The rest dropped ofl", and were succeeded by Whigs. Cowper
became Chancellor. .Sunderland, in spile of the ver) just antipathy of Anne,
was made Secretary of Stale. On the death of the Prince of Denmark a

more extensive change took place. Wharton became Lord Lieutenant of

Ireland, and Somers President of the Council. At length the administra-

tion was wholly in the hands of the Low Church party.

In the year 17 10 a violent change look place. The Queen had always
been a Tory at heart. Her religious feelings were all on the side of the

Established Church. Her family feelings pleaded in favour of her exiled

brother. Her selfish feelings disponed her to favour the zealots of preroga-

tive. Tlie affection which she felt for the Duchess of Marlborough wa.s the

great security of the Whigs. That affection had at length turned to deadly
.'.version. While the great party which had long swayed the destinies of

I'^urope was undermined by bedchamber women at St James's, a violent

-ti^rm gathered in the country. A foolish parson had preached a fooli.di

^crinon against the princiules of the Revolution. The wi>esi meml)ers of
tlie govertimt-M v«t^ fi.r lettini/ the man alone. But GiMiolphin, inflamed
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with all the zeal of a new-made Whig, and exasperated by a nickname which
was apjilied to him in this unfortunate discourse, insisted that the preacher
should be impeached. The exhortations of the mild and sagacious Somers
were disregarded. The impeachment was brought ; the doctor was con-

victed ; and the accusers were ruined. The clergy came to the rescue of the

persecuted clergyman. The country gentlemen came to the rescue of the

clergy. A display of Tory feelings, such as England had not witnessed since

the closing years of Charles the Second's reign, appalled the Ministers and
gave boldness to the Queen. She turned out the Whigs, called Harley and
St John to power, and dissolved the Parliament. The elections went strongly

against the late government. Stanhope, who had in his absence been put
in nomination for Westminster, was defeated by a Tory candidate. The
Hew Ministers, finding themselves masters of the new Parliament, were in-

duced by the strongest motives to conclude a peace with France. The
whole system of alliance in which the country was engaged was a Whig
system. The general by whom the English armies had constantly been led

to victory, and for whom it was impossible to find a substitute, was now,
whatever he might formerly liave been, a Whig general. If Marlborough
were discarded it was probable that some great disaster would follow. Yet,
if he were to retain his command, every great action which he might perform
would raise the credit of the party in opposition.

A peace was therefore concluded between England and the Princes of the

House of Bourbon. Of that peace Lord Mahon speaks in terms of the

severest reprehension. He is, indeed, an excellent Whig of the time of the

first Lord Stanhope. " I cannot but pause for a moment," says he, "to
observe how much the course of a century has inverted the meaning of our

party nicknames, how much a modern Tory resembles a Whig of Queen
Anne's reign, and a Tory of Queen Anne's reign a modern Whig.

"

We grant one half of Lord Mahon's proposition : from the other half we
altogether dissent. We allow that a modem Tory resembles, in many things,

a Whig of Queen Anne's reign. It is natural that such should be the case.

The worst things of one age often resemble the best things of another. A
modem shopkeeper's house is as well fumished as the house of a consider-

able merchant in Anne's reign. Very plain people now wear finer cloth than
Beau Fielding or* Beau Edgeworth could have procured in Queen Anne's
reign. We would rather trust to the apothecary of a modem village than

to the physician of a large town in Anne's reign. A modem boarding-

school miss could tell the most learned professor of Anne's reign some things

in geography, astronomy, and chemistry, which would surprise him.

The science of government is an experimental science ; and therefore it is,

like all other experimental sciences, a progressive science. Lord Mahon
would have been a very good Whig in the days of Harley. But Harley,

whom Lord Mahon censures so severely, was very Whiggish when compared
even with Clarendon ; and Clarendon was quite a Democrat when compared
with Lord Burleigh. If Lord Mahon lives, as we hope he will, fifty years

longer, we have no doubt that, as he now boasts of the resemblance which
the Tories of our time bear to the Whigs of the Revolution, he will then

boast of the resemblance borne by the Tories of 1882 to those immortal
patriots, the Whigs of the Reform Bill.

Society, we believe, is constantly advancing in knowledge. The tail is

now where the head was some generations ago. But the head and the tail

still keep their distance. A nurse of this century is as wise as a justice of

the quonim and cust-aloram in Shallow's time. The wooden spoon of this

year would puzzle a senior wrangler of the reign of George the Second. A
boy from the National School reads and spells better than half the knights of

the shire in the CJctober Club. But there is still as wide a difference as ever
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iH-twtfn justices and nurses, senior wranglers and wooden spoons, members
ul Parliament and children at charity schools. In the same way, though a

Tory may now be very like what a Whig was a hundred and twenty years

ago, the Whig is xs much in advance of the Tory as ever. The stag, in the

Treatise on the Bathos, who "feared his hind feet would o'enake the fore,"

was not more mistaken than Lord Mahon, if he thinks that he has really

come up with the Whigs. The absolute position of the parties has been
altered ; the relative position remains unchangetl. Through the whole of

that great movement, which began before these party-names existed, and
which will continue after they have become obsolete, through the whole of

that great movement of which the Charter of John, the institution of the

House of Commons, the extinction of \'illanage, the separation from the see

of Rome, the expulsion of the Stuarts, the reform of the Representative

System, are successive stages, there have been, under some name or other,

two sets of men, those who were before their age, and those who were behind

it, those who were the wisest among their contemporaries, and those who
gloried in being no wiser than their great-grandfathers. It is delightful to

think, that, in due time, the last of those who straggle in the rear of the

?eat march will occupy the place now occupied by the advanced guard,

he Tory Parliament of 17 10 would have passed for a most liberal Parlia-

ment in the days of Elizabeth ; and there are at present few members of the

Conservative Club who would not have been fully qualified to sit with

Halifax and Somers at the Kit-cat.

Though, therefore, we admit that a modem Tory bears some resemblance
to a Whig of C^ueen Anne's reign, we can by no means admit that a Tory of

Anne's reign resembled a modem Whig. Have the modem Whigs passed
laws for the purpose of closing the entrance of the House of Commons against

the new interests created by trade ? Do the modem Whigs hold the doctrine

of divine right ? Have the modem Whigs laboured to exclude all Dissenters

from office and power ? The modem Whigs are, indeed, at the present

moment, like the Tories of 1712, desirous of peace, and of close union with

France. But is there no difference between the France of 1712 and the

France of 1832? Is France now the stronghold of the " Popish tyranny "

and the " arbitrary power " against which our ancestors fought and prayed ?

Lord Mahon will find, we think, that his parallel is, in all essential circum-

stances, as incorrect as that which P'luellen drew between .Macedon and Mon-
mouth, or as that which an ingenious Tor)' lately discovered between Arch-
bishop Williams and Archbishop Vemon.
We agree with Lord .Mahon in thinking highly of the Whigs of Queen

Anne's reign. But that part of their conduct which he selects for especial

praise is precisely the part which we think most objectionable. We revere

them as the great champions of political and of intellectual liberty. It is

tme that, when raised to power, they were not exempt from the faults which
power naturally engenders. It is tme that they were men bom in the seven-
teenth century, and that they were therefore ignorant of many tmths which
are familiar to the men of the nineteenth century. But they were, what the

reformers of the Church were before them, and what the reformers of the

Hou.se of Commons have been since, the leaders of their species in a right

direction. It is tme that they did not allow to political discussion that lati-

tude which to us appears reasonable and safe ; but to them we owe the re-

moval of the Censorship. It is tme that they did not carr>' the principle of
religious liberty to its full extent ; but to them we owe the Toleration Act.

Though, however, we think that the Whigs of Anne's reign were, as a
body, far superior in wisdom and public virtue to their contemporaries the

Tories, we by no means hold ourselves bound to defend all the measures of
our favourite party. A life of action, if it is to be useful, must be a life of
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compromise. But speculation admits of no compromise. A public man is

often under the necessity of consenting to measures which he dislikes, lest he
should endanger the success of measures which he thinks of vital importance.

But the historian lies under no such necessity. On the contrar}-, it is one of

his most sacred duties to point out clearly the errors of those whose general

conduct he admires.

It seems to us, then, that, on the great question which divided England
during the last four years of Anne's reign, the Tories were in the right, and
the Whigs in the wrong. That question was, whether England ought to con-

clude peace without exacting from Philip a resignation of the Spanish crown?
No Parliamentary struggle, from the lime of the Exclusion Bill to the time

of the Reform Bill, has been so violent as that which took place between the

authors of the Treaty of Utrecht and the War Party. The Commons were
for peace ; the Lords were for vigorous hostilities. The Queen was com-
pelled to choose which of her two highest prerogatives she would exercise,

whether she would create Peers, or dissolve the Parliament. The ties of

party superseded the ties of neighbourhood and of blood. The members of

the hostile factions would scarcely speak to each other, or bow to each other.

The women appeared at the theatres bearing the badges of their political sect.

The schism extended to the most remote counties of England. Talents, such

as had seldom before been displayed in political controversy, were enlisted

in the sei^vice of the hostile parties. On one side was Steele, gay, lively, drunk
with animal spirits and with factious animosity, and Addison, with his polished

satire, his inexhaustible fertility of fancy, and his graceful simplicity of style.

In the front of the opposite ranks appeared a darker and fiercer spirit, the

apostate politician, the ribald priest, the ))erjured lover, a heart burning with

hatred against the whole human race, a mind richly stored with images from

the dunghill and the lazar-house. The Ministers triumphed, and the peace

was concluded. Then came the reaction. A new sovereign ascended the

throne. The Whigs enjoyed the confidence of the King and of the Parlia-

ment. The unjust severity with which the Tories had treated Marlborough
and Walpole was more than retaliated. Harley and Prior were thrown into

prison ; Bolingbroke and Ormond were compelled to take refuge in a foreign

land. The wounds inflicted in this desperate conflict continued to rankle for

many years. It was long before the members of either party could discuss

the question of the peace of Utrecht with calmness and impartiality. That
the Whig Ministers had sold us to the Dutch ; that the Tory Ministers had
sold us to the French ; that the war had been carried on only to fill the pockets

of Marlborough ; that the peace had been concluded only to facilitate the

return of the Pretender ; these imputations and many others, utterly un-

founded, or grossly exaggerated, were hurled backward and forward by the

political disputants of the last century. In our time the (juestion may be dis-

cussed without irritation. We will state, as concisely as possible, the reasons

which have led us to the conclusion at which we have arrived.

The dangers which were to be apprehended from the peace were two
;

first, the danger that Philip might be induced, by feelings of private affec-

tion, to act in strict concert with the elder branch of his house, to favour the

French trade at the expense of England, and to side with the French govern-

ment in future wars ; secondly, the danger that the posterity of the Duke of

Burgundy might become extinct, that Philip might become heir by blood to

the French crown, and that thus two great monarchies might be united under
one sovereign.

The first danger appears to us altogether chimerical. Family affection has

."eldom produced much effect on the policy of princes. The state of Europe
at the time of the peace of Utrecht proved that in politics the ties of interest

are much stronger than those of consanguinity or affinity. The Elector of
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Bavaria had been driven from his dominions by his father-in-law ; Victor

Amadeus was in arms against his sons-in-law ; Anne was seated on a throne

from which she had assisted to push a most indulgent father. It is true that

I'hilip had been accustomed from childhood to regard his grandfather with

profound veneration. It wx<: probable, therefore, that the influence of Louis

at Madrid would be verj* great. But Louis was more than seventy years old ;

he could not live long ; his heir was an infant in the cradle. There was
surely no reason to think that the policy of the King of Spain would be
swayed by his reganl for a nephew whom he had never seen.

In fact, soon after the peace, the two branches of the House of Bourbon
Ivgan to quarrel. A close alliance was formed between Philip and Charles,

lately competitors for the Castilian crown. A Spanish princess, betrothed

to the King of France, was sent back in the most insulting manner to her

native country ; and a decree was put forth by the Court of Madrid com-
manding every P'renchman to leave Spain. It is true that, fifty years after

the peace of Utrecht, an alliance of peculiar strictness was fonned between

the P'rench and Spanish governments. But both governments were actuated

on that occasion, not by domestic affection, but by common interests and com-
mon enmities. Their compact, though called the Family Compact, was as

purely a political compact as the league of Cambrai or the league of Pilnitz.

The second danger was that Philip might have succeeded to the cro\\Ti of

his native country. This did not happen : but it might have happened ; and
at one time it seemed very likely to happen. A sickly child alone stood

between the King of Spain and the heritage of Louis the Fourteenth. Philip,

it is true, solemnly renounced his claim to the French crown. But the man-
ner in which he had obtained possession of the Spanish crown had proved

the ineflficacy of such renunciations. The French lawyers declared Philip's

renunciation null, as being inconsistent with the fundamental law of the realm.

The French people would probably have sided with him whom they would
have considered as the rightful heir. Saint Simon, though much less zealous

for hereditary monarchy than most of his countrymen, and ihough strongly

attached to the Regent, declared, in the presence of that prince, that he never

would support the claims of the House of Orleans against those of the King
of Spain. " If such," he said, " be my feelings, what must be the feelings

of others ? " Bolingbroke, it is certain, was fully convinced that the renun-

ciation was worth no more than the paper on which it was written, and de-

manded it only for the purpose of blinding the Knglish Parliament and people.

Vet, though it was at one time probable that the posterity of the Duke of

Burgundy would become extinct, and though it is almost certain that, if the

posterity of the Duke of Burgundy had become extinct, Philip would have
successfully preferred his claim to the crown of France, we still defend the

principle of the Treaty of L'trecht. In the first place, Charles had, soon

after the battle of Villa-Viciosa, inherited, by the death of his elder brother,

all the dominions of the House of Austria. Surely, if to these dominions
he had added the whole monarchy of Spain, the balance of power would
have been seriously endangered. The union of the Austrian dominions and
Spain would not, it is true, have been so alarming an event as the union of

France and Spain. But Charles was actually Emperor. Philip was not,

and never might be, King of France. The certainty of the less evil might
well be set against the chance of the greater evil.

But, in fact, we do not believe that Spain would long have remained under
the government either of an Emperor or of a King of France. The character

of the Spanish people was a better security to the nations of Europe than
any will, any instalment of renunciation, or any treaty. The same energy
which the people of Castile had put forth when Madrid was occupied by the

Allied armies, they would have again put forth as soon as it appeared that
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their country was about to become a French province. Though they were
no longer masters abroad, they were by no means disposed to see foreigners

set over them at home. If Philip had attempted to govern Spain by man-
dates from Versailles, a second Grand Alliance would easily have effected

what the first had failed to accomplish. The Spanish nation would have ral-

lied against him as zealously as it had before rallied round him. And of this

he seems to have been fully aware. For many years the favourite hope of
his heart was that he might ascend the throne of his grandfather ; but he
seems never to have thought it possible that he could reign at once in the
country of his adoption and in the country of his birth.

These were the dangers of the peace ; and they seem to us to be of no very
formidable kind. Against these dangers are to be set off the evils of war
and the risk of failure. The evils of the war, the waste of life, the suspen-
sion of trade, the expenditure of wealth, the accumulation of debt, require

no illustration. The chances of failure it is difficult at this distance of time
to calculate with accuracy. But we think that an estimate approximating
to the truth may, without much difficulty, be formed. The Allies had been
victorious in Germany, Italy, and Flanders. It was by no means improb-
able that they might fight their way into the very heart of France. But at

no time since the commencement of the war had their prospects been so dark
in that country which was the very object of the struggle. In Spain they
held only a few square leagues. The temper of the great majority of the
nation was decidedly hostile to them. If they had persisted, if they had
obtained success equal to their highest expectations, if they had gained a

series of victories as splendid as those of Blenheim and Ramilies, if Paris

had fallen, if Louis had been a prisoner, we still doubt whether they would
have accomplished their object. They would still have had to carry on in-

terminable hostilities against the whole population of a country which affords

peculiar facilities to irregular warfare, and in which invading armies sutler

more from famine than from the sword.
We are, therefore, for the peace of Utrecht. We are indeed no admirers

of the statesmen who concluded that peace. Harley, we believe, was a
solemn trifler, St John a brilliant knave. The great body of their followers

consisted of the country clergy and the country gentry ; two classes of men
who were then inferior in intelligence to decent shopkeepers or fanners of

our time. Parson Barnabas, Parson Trulliber, Sir Wilful Witwould, Sir

Francis Wronghead, Squire Western, Squire Sullen, such were the people
who composed the main strength of the Tory party during the sixty years

which followed the Revolution. It is true that the means by which the Tories
came into power in 1710 were most disreputable. It is true that the man-
ner in which they used their power was often unjust and cmel. It is true

that, in order to bring about their favourite project of peace, they resorted

to slander and deception, without the slightest scruple. It is true that they

passed off on the British nation a renunciation which they knew to be invalid.

It is true that they gave u]3 the Catalans to the vengeance of Philip, in a
manner inconsistent with humanity and national honour. But on the great

question of Peace or War, we cannot but think that, though their motives may
have been selfish and malevolent, their decision was beneficial to the state.

But we have already exceeded our limits. It remains only for us to bid

T>ord Mahon heartily farewell, and to assure him that, whatever dislike we
may feel for his political opinions, we shall always meet him with pleasure

on the neutral ground of literature.
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HORACE WAI.POLE. (Octobkr, 1833.)

Utters of Hor^uf iiaifioU, Ear! o/Or/oni, to Sir Horacf Mann, British Envoy at the

Court of THscany. Now first publi-hcd from the Originals in the Possession of the

Earl of Walugrave. F.dited by Lord Dover, a vols. 8vo. London; i£33.

We cannot transcribe this titlepage without strong feelings of regret. The
editing of these voliimt-s was the last of the useful and modest services ren-

dered to literature by a nobleman of amiable manners, of untarnished public

and private character, and of cultivated mind. On this, as on other occa-

sions. Lord Dover performed his part diligently, judiciously, and without

the slightest ostentation. He had two merits which are rarely found together

in a commentator. He was content to be merely a commentator, to keep in

the background, and to leave the foreground to the author whom he had under-

taken to illustrate. Yet, though willing to be an attendant, he was by no means

a slave ; nor did he consider it as part of his 'luty to see no faults in the writer

to whom he faithfully and assiduously rendered the humblest literary offices.

The faults of Horace Walpole's head and heart are indeed sufficiently glar-

ing. His writings, it is true, rank as high among the delicacies of intellectual

epicures as the Strasburg pies among the dishes described in the Almanack
da Gourmands. Hut, as the paU-de-foie-gras owes its excellence to the dis-

eases of the wTetched animal which furnishes it, and would be good for

nothing if it were not made of livers preternaturally swollen, so none but an

tmhealthy and disorganised mind could have produced such literary luxuries

as the works of Walpole.

He was, unless we have formed a very erroneous judgment of his char-

acter, the most eccentric, the most artificial, the most fastidious, the most

capricious of men. His mind was a bundle of inconsistent whims and affecta-

tions. His features were covered by mask within ma.sk. When the outer

disguise of obvious affectation was removed, you were still as far as ever from

seeing the real man. He played innumerable parts, and over-acted them

all. When he talked misanthropy, he out-Timoned Timon. When he

talked philanthropy, he left Howard at an immeasurable distance. He scoffed

at courts, and kept a chronicle of their most trifling scandal ; at society, and

was blown about by its slightest veerings of opinion ; at literarj' fame, and

left fair copies of his private letters, with copious notes, to be published after

his decease ; at rank, and never for a moment forgot that he was an Hon-
ourable ; at the practice of entail, and tasked the ingenuity of conveyancers

to tie up his villa in the strictest settlement.

'i'he conformation of his mind was such that whatever was little seemed

to him great, and whatever was great seemed to him little. Serious busi-

ness was a trifle to him, and trifles were his serious business. To chat with

blue stockings, to write little copies of complimentary verses on little occa-

sions, to superintend a private press, to preserve from natural decay the

perishable topics of Ranelagh and White's, to record divorces and bets, Miss

Chudleigh's absurdities and fieorge Selwyn's good sayings, to decorate a

grotesque house with pie-crust battlements, to procure rare engravings and

antiijue chimney-boards, to match oild gauntlets, to lay out a maze of walks

within five acres of ground, these were the grave employments of his long

life. From these he turned to politics as to an amusement. After the labours

of the print-shop and the auction-room, he unbent his mind in the House of

Commons. And, having indulged in the recreation of making laws, and

voting millions, he returned to more important pursuits, to researches after

Queen Mary's comb, Wolsey's red hat, the pipe \#iich Van Tromp smoked

during his last sea-fight, and the spur which King William struck into the

flank of Sorrel.

In every thing in which Walpole busied himself, in the fine arts, in litera-
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tuie, in public affairs, he was drawn by some strange attraction from the

great to the little, and from the useful to the odd. The politics in which he
took the keenest interests, were politics scarcely deserving of the name. The
growlings of George the Second, the flirtations of Princess Emily with the

Duke of Grafton, the amours of Prince Frederic and Lady Middlesex, the

squabbles between Gold Stick and the Master of the Buckhounds, the dis-

agreements between the tutors of Prince George, these matters engaged
almost all the attention which Walpole could spare from matters more im-

portant still, from bidding for Zinckes and Petitots, from cheapening frag-

ments of tapestry and handles of old lances, from joining bits of painted

glass, and from setting up memorials of departed cats and dogs. While he
was fetching and carrying the gossip of Kensington Palace and Carlton House,
he fancied that he was engaged in politics, and when he recorded that gossip,

he fancied that he was writing history.

He was, as he has himself told us, fond of faction as an amusement. He
loved mischief : but he loved quiet ; and he was constantly on the watch for

opportunities of gratifying both his tastes at once. He sometimes contrived,

without showing himself, to disturb the course of ministerial negotiations and
to spread confusion through the political circles. He does not himself pre-

tend that, on these occasions, he was actuated by public spirit ; nor does he
appear to have had any private advantage in view. He thought it a good
practical joke to set public men together by the ears ; and he enjoyed then

perplexities, their accusations, and their recriminations, as a malicious boy

enjoys the embarrassment of a misdirected traveller.

About politics, in the high sense of the word, he knew nothing, and cared

nothing. He called himself a Whig. His father's son could scarcely assume
any other name. It pleased him also to affect a foolish dislike of kings as kings,

and a foolish love and admiration of rebels as rebels : and perhaps, while kings

were not in danger, and while rebels were not in being, he really believed

that he held the doctrines which he professed. To go no further than tlie

letters now before us, he is perpetually boasting to his friend Mann of his

aversion to royalty and to royal persons. He calls the crime of Damien
" that least bad of murders, the murder of a king. " He hung up in his villa

an engraving of the death-warrant of Charles, with the inscription ^^ Afajor

Cha7-ta." Yet the most superficial knowledge of history might have taught

him that the Restoration, and the crimes and follies of the twenty-eight years

which followed the Restoration, were the effects of this Greater Charter.

Nor was there much in the means by which that instrument was obtained

that could gratify a judicious lover of liberty. A man must hate kings very

bitterly, before lie can think it desirable that the representatives of the people
should be turned out of doors by dragoons, in order to get at a king's head.
W^alpole's Whiggism, however, was of a very harmless kind. He kept it,

as he kept the old spears and helmets at Strawberry Hill, merely for show.
He would just as soon have thought of taking down the arms of the ancient

Templars and Hospitallers from the walls of his hall, and setting off on a
crusade to the Holy Land, as of acting in the spirit of those daring warriors

and statesmen, great even in their errors, whose names and seals were affixed

to the warrant which he prized so highly. He liked revolution and regicide

only when they were a hundred years old. His republicanism, like the

courage of a bully, or the love of a fribble, was strong and ardent when there

was no occasion for it, and subsided when he had an opportunity of bringing

it to the proof. As soon as the revolutionary spirit really began to stir in

Europe, as soon as the )#itred of kings became something more than a sonor-
ous phrase, he was frightened into a fanatical royalist, and became one of the
most extravagant alarmists of those wretched times. In truth, his talk about
liberty, whether he knew it or not, was from the beginning a mere cant, the
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remains of a phraseology which had meant something in the mouths of those
from whom he had learned it, but which, in his mouth, meant about as much
as the oath by which the Knights of some modern orders bind themselves
to redress the wrongs of ail injured ladies. He had been fed in his boyhood
with Whig speculations on government. I le must often have seen, at I lough-
ton or in Downing Street, men who had been Whigs when it was as danger-
ous to l)e a ^V'hig as to be a highwayman, men who had voted for the
Exclusion Bill, who had been concealed in garrets and cellars after the battle
of Sedgemoor, and who had set their names to the declaration thai they
would live and die with the Prince of Orange. He had acquired the lan-
guage of these men, and \(t repeated it by rote, though it was at variance
\vith all his tastes and feelings

; just as .some old Jacobite families persisted
in praying for the Pretender, and in passing their glasses over the water-
decanter when they drank the King's health, long after they had become
loyal supporters of the government of George the Third. He was a Whig
by the accident of hereditar)- connection ; but he was essentially a courtier

;

and not the less a courtier because he pretended to sneer at the objects which
excited his admiration and envy. His real tastes perpetually show them-
selves through the thin disguise. While professing all the contempt of Krad-
shaw or Ludlow for crowned heads, he took the trouble to write a book
concerning Royal Authors. He prv-ed with the utmost anxiety into the most
minute particulars relating to the Royal Family. When he was a child, he
was haunted with a longing to see George the First, and gave his mother
no peace till she had found a way of gratifying his curiosity. The same feel-

ing, covered with a thousand disguises, attended him to the grave. No ob-
servation that dropped from the lips of Majesty seemed to him too trifling to
be recorded. The French songs of Prince Frederic, compositions certainly
not deserving of preservation on account of their intrinsic merit, have been
carefully preserved for us by this contemner of royalty. In truth, every page
of Walpole's works bewrays him. This Diogenes, who would be thought
to prefer his tub to a palace, and who has nothing to ask of the masters ol

Windsor and Versailles but that they will stand out of his light, is a gentle-
man-usher at heart.

He had, it is plain, an uneasy consciou.sness of the frivolity of his favourite
pursuits ; and this consciousness produced one of the most diverting of his ten
thousand affectations. His busy idleness, his indifference to matters which
the world generally regards as important, his passion for trifles, he thought
fit to dignify with the name of philosophy. He spoke of himself as of a man
whose equanimity was proof to ambitious hopes and fears, who had learned
to rate power, wealth, and fame at their tnic value, and whom the conflict

of parties, the rise and fall of statesmen, the e]>l) and How of public opinion,
moved only to a smile of mingled coyipassion and disdain. It was owing to
the peculiar elevation of his character that he cared about a pinnacle of lath
and plaster more than about the Middlesex election, and about a miniature
of Grammont more than about the American Revolution. Pitt and Murray
might talk themselves hoarse about trifles. Hut questions of government and
war were too insignificant to detain a mind which was occupied in recording
the scandal of club-rooms and the whispers of the back-stairs, and which
was even capable of selecting and disposing chairs of ebony and shields of
rhinoceros-skin.

One of his innumerable whims was an extreme unwillingness to be con-
sidered a man of letters. Not that he was indifferent to literary fame. Far
from it. Scarcely any writer has ever troubled himself so much about the
ap(>earance which his works were to make before posterity. But he had
set his heart on incompatible objects. He wishe<i to be a celebrated author,
and yet to be a mere iale gentleman, one of those Kpicurean gods of the earth
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who do nothing at all, and who pass their existence in the contemplation of

their own perfections. He did not like to have any thing in common with

the wretches who lodged in the little courts behind St Martin's Church, and
stole out on Sundays to dine with their bookseller. He avoided the society

of authors. He spoke with lordly contempt of the most distinguished among
them. He tried to find out some way of writing books, as M. Jourdain's father

sold cloth, without derogating from his character of Gentilhomme. " Lui, mar-
chand ? C'est pure medisance : il ne I'a jamais ete. Tout ce qu'il faisait, c'est

qu'il etait fort obligeant, fort officieux ; et comme il se connaissait fort bien

en etoffes, il en allait choisir de tous les cotes, les faisait apporter chez lui,

et en donnait a ses amis pour de I'argent. " There are several amusing in-

stances of Walpole's feeling on this subject in the letters now before us.

Mann had complimented him on the learning which appeared in the "Cata-
logue of Royal and Noble Authors ;" and it is curious to see how impatiently

Walpole bore the imputation of having attended to any thing so unfashion-

able as the improvement of his mind. " I know nothing. How should I?

I who have always lived in the big busy world ; who lie a-bed all the morn-
ing, calling it morning as long as you please ; who sup in company ; who
have played at faro half my life, and now at loo till two and three in the

morning ; who have always loved pleasure ; haunted auctions. . . . How I

have laughed when some of the Magazines have called me the learned gentle-

man. Pray don't be like the Magazines." This folly might be pardoned in

a boy. But a man between forty and fifty years old, as Walpole then was,

ought to be quite as much ashamed of playing at loo till three every morning
as of being that vulgar thing, a learned gentleman.
The literary character has undoubtedly its full share of faults, and of very

serious and offensive faults. If Walpole had avoided those faults, we could

have pardoned the fastidiousness with which he declined all fellowship with

men of learning. But from those faults Walpole was not one jot more free

than the garreteers from whose contact he shrank. Of literary meannesses
and literary vices, his life and his works contain as many instances as the life

and the works of any member of Johnson's club. The fact is, that Walpole
had the faults of Grub Street, with a large addition from St James's Street,

the vanity, the jealousy, the irritability of a man of letters, the affected

superciliousness and apathy of a man of to7i.

His judgment of literature, of contemporary literature especially, was alto-

gether perverted by his aristocratical feelings. No writer surely was ever

guilty of so much false and absurd criticism. He almost invariably speaks
with contempt of those books which are now universally allowed to be the

best that appeared in his time ; and, on the other hand, he speaks of writers

of rank and fashion as if they were entitled to the same precedence in liter-

ature which would have been allowed fo them in a drawing-room. In these

letters, for example, he says that he would rather have written the most
absurd lines in Lee than Thomson's Seasons. The periodical paper called

"The World," on the other hand, wa6 by "our first writers." Who, then,

were the first writers of England in the year 1753 ? Walpole has told us in

a note. Our readers will probably guess that Hume, Fielding, Smollett,

Richardson, Johnson, Warburton, Collins, Akenside, Gray, Dyer, Young,
Warton, Mason, or some of those distinguished men, were in the list. Not
one of them. Our first writers, it seems, were Lord Chesterfield, Lord Bath,

Mr W. Whithed, Sir Charles Williams, Mr Soame Jenyns, Mr Cambridge,

Mr Coventry. Of these seven personages, Whithed was the lowest in sta-

tion, but was the most accomplished tuft-hunter of his time. Coventty was

of a noble family. The other five had among them two seats in the House
of Lords, two seats in the House of Commons, three seats in the Privy Coun-

cil, a baronetcy, a blue riband, a red riband, al:out a hundred thousand
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pounds a year, and not ten pagcb that are worth reading. The writings ol

Whithed, Cambridge, Coventr)', and Lord Bath are forgotten. Soanie Jenyns
is remembered chietly by Johnson's review of the foohsh E.s.say on the Origin
of Evil. Lord Chesterfield stands much lower in the estimation of pos-

terity than he would have done if his letters had never been published. The
lampoons of Sir Charles Williams are now read only by the curious, and,
though not without occasional flashes of wit, have always seemed to us, we
must own, very poor performances.

Walpole judged of French literature after the same fxshion. He under-
stoo<i and loved the French language. Indeed, he loved it too well. His
style is more deeply tainted with Gallicism than that of any other English
writer with whom we are acquainted. His composition often reads, for a

page together, like a rude translation from the French. \Ve meet every
minute with such sentences as these, " One knows what temperaments An-
nibal Carracci painted." "The impertinent personage I" "She is dead
rich." " Lord Dalkeith is dead of the small-po.\ in three days." " It will

now be seen whether he or they are most patriot."

His love of the French language was of a peculiar kind. He loved it as

having been for a cenlur)' the vehicle of all the polite nothings of Europe, as

the sign by which the freemxsons of fashion recognised each other in every
capital from Petersburgh to Naples, as the language of raillery, as the Ian-

gvage of anecdote, as the language of memoirs, as the language of corres-

pondence. Its higher uses he altogether disregarded. The literature of
France has been to ours what Aaron was to Moses, the expositor of great

truths which would else have perished for want of a voice to utter them w ith

distinctness. The relation which existed between Mr Bentham and M.
Dumont is an exact illustration of the intellectual relation in which the two
countries stand to ^ach other. Ihe great discoveries in physics, in meta-
physics, in political science, are ours. But scarcely any foreign nation ex-

cept France has received them from us by direct communication. Isolated
by our situation, isolated by our manners, we found truth, but wc did not im-
part it. France has l)een the interpreter between England and mankind.

In the time of Walpole, this process of interpretation was in full activity.

The great French writers were busy in proclaiming through Europe the names
of Bacon, of Newton, and of Locke. The English principles of toleration,

the English respect for personal liberty, the English doctrine that all power
is a trust for the public good, were making rapid progress. There is scarcely

any thing in historv- so interesting as that great stirring up of the mind of
France, that shaking of the foundations of all establi.^hed opinions, that up-
rooting of old truth and old error. It was plain that mighty principles were
at work, whether for evil or for good. It was plain that a great change in

the whole social system was at hand. Fanatics of one kind might anticipate

a golden age, in which men should live under the simple dominion of reason,

in perfect equality and perfect amity, without property, or marriage, or king,

or God. A fanatic of another kind might see nothing in the doctrines of the
philo-ophers but anarchy ami atheism, might cling more closely to every old
abuse, and might regret the good old days when St Dominic and Simon de
Montfort put down the growing heresies of Provence. A wise man would
have seen with regret the excesses into which tlie reformers were running ;

but he would have done justice to their genius and to their philanthropy. He
would have censured their errors ; but he would have 'emembered that, as

Milton has said, error is but opinion in the making. WTiile he condemned
their hostility to religion, he would have acknowledged that it was the natural

effect of a system under which religion had l)een constantly exhibited to them
in forms which common sen.se rejected and at which humanity shuddered.
While he condemned some of their political doctrines as incompatible with
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all law, all property, and all civilisation, he would have acknowledged that

the subjects of Louis the Fifteenth had every excuse which men could have
for being eager to pull dowoi, and for being ignorant of the far higher art of

setting up. While anticipating a fierce conflict, a great and wide-wasting
destruction, he would yet have looked forward to the final close with a good
hope for France and for mankind.

Walpole had neither hopes nor fears. Though the most Frenchified Eng-
lish writer of the eighteenth century, he troubled himself little about the por-
tents which were daily to be discerned in the French literature of his time.

While the most eminent Frenchmen were studying with enthusiastic delight

English politics and English philosophy, he was studying as intently the

gossip of the old court of France. The fashions and scandal of Versailles

and Marli, fashions and scandal a hundred years old, occupied him infinitely

more than a great moral revolution which was taking place in his sight. He
took a prodigious interest in every noble sharper whose vast volume of wig
and infinite length of riband had figured at the dressing or at the tucking up
of Louis the Fourteenth, and of every profligate woman of quality who had
carried her train of lovers backward and forward from king to parliament,

and from parliament to king, during the wars of the Fronde. These were
the people of whom he treasured up the smallest memorial, ofwhom he loved
to hear the most trifling anecdote, and for whose likenesses he would have
given any price. Of the great French writers of his own time, Montesquieu
is the only one of whom he speaks with enthusiasm. And even of Mon-
tesquieu he speaks with less enthusiasm than of that abject thing, Cr^billon

the younger, a scribbler as licentious us Louvet and as dull as Rapin. A
man must be strangely constituted who can take interest in pedantic journals

of the blockades laid by the Duke of A. to the hearts of the Marquise de B.

and the Comtesse de C. This trash Walpole extols in language sufficiently

high for the merits of Don Quixote. He wished to possess a likeness of

Cr^billon ; and Liotard, the first painter of miniatures then living, was em-
ployed to preserve the features of the profligate dunce. The admirer of the

Sopha and of the Lcttres Athhiieniies had little respect to spare for the men
who were then at the head of French literature. He kept carefully out

of their way. He tried to keep other people from paying them any atten-

tion. He could not deny that Voltaire and Rousseau were clever men ; but

he took every opportunity of depreciating them. Of D'Alembert he spoke
with a contempt which, when the intellectual jiowers of the two men are

compared, seems exquisitely ridiculous. D'Alembert complained that he
was accused of having written Walpole's squib against Rous seau.

'
' I

hope," says Walpole, "that nobody will attribute D'Alembert's works to

me." He was in little danger.

It is impossible to deny, however, that Walpole's writings have real merit,

and merit of a very rare, though not of a very high kind. Sir Joshua Rey-
nolds used to say that, though nobody would for a moment compare Claude
to Raphael, there would be another Raphael before there was another Claude.
And wc own that we expect to see fresh Humes and fresh Burkes before we
again fall in with that peculiar combination of moral and intellectual quali-

ties to which the writings of Walpole owe their extraordinary popularity.

It is easy to describe him by negatives. He had not a creative imagina-
tion. He had not a pure taste. He was not a great reasoner. There is

indeed scarcely any writer in whose works it would be possible to find so

many contradictory judgments, so many sentences of extravagant nonsense.
Nor was it only in his familiar correspondence that he wrote in this flighty

and inconsistent manner, but in long and elaborate V)ooks, in books repeatedly

transcribed and intended for the public eye. We will give an instance or

two ; for, without instances, readers not very familiar with his works will
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icarcfly understand our meaning. In the "Anecdotes of Painting," he
states, veni' truly, that the art declined after the commencement of the civil

wars. He proceeds to inquire why this happened. The exjilanaiion, we
should have thought, would have l>een easily found. He might have men-
tioned the loss of the most munificent and judicious patron that the fine arts

ever had in England, the troubled state of the country, the distressed con-

dition of many of the aristocracy, j^erhaps also the austerity of the victorious

party. These circumstances, we conceive, fully account for the phanumienon.
But this solution was not odd enough to satisfy Walpole. He discuvers

another cause for the decline of the art, the want of models. Nothing worth
painting, it seems, was left to paint. " How picturesque," he exclaims,
" was the figure of an Anabaptist I"—as if puritanism had put out the sun

and withered the trees ; as if the civil wars had blotted o.it the expression

of character and passion from the human lip and brow ; a.s if many of the

men whom Vandyke painted had not been living in the time of the Common-
wealth, with faces little the worse for wear ; as if many of the beauties after

wanis portrayed by Lely were not in their prime before the Restoration ; as

if the garb or the features of Cromwell and Milton were less picturesque than
those of the round-faced peers, as like each other as eggs to eggs, who look
out from the middle of the periwigs of Kneller. In the Memoirs, again,

Walpole sneers at the Prince of Wales, afterwards George the Third, for

presenting a collection of books to one of the American colleges during the

Seven Years' War, and says that, instead of books, his Royal Highness
ought to have sent arms and ammunition, as if a war ought to suspend all

study and all education, or as if it were the business of tlie Prince of Wales
to supply the colonies with military stores out of his own pocket. We have
perhaps dwelt tpo long on these passages ; but we have done so because they
are specimens of Walpole's manner. Every body who reads his works with
attention will find that they swarm with loose and foolish obser\'ations like

those which we have cited ; observations which might pass in conversation
or in a hasty letter, but which are unpardonable in books deliberately written

and repeatedly corrected.

He appears to have thought that he saw very far into men ; but we are

under the necessity of altogether dissenting from his opinion. We do not
conceive that he had any power of discerning the finer shades of character

He practised an art, however, which, though easy and even vulgar, obtains

for those who practise it the reputation of discernment with ninety-nine

people out of a hundred. He sneered at ever)' body, j)ut on every action

the worst constrtiction which it would bear, "spelt every man backward,"
to borrow the Lady Hero's phrase,

" Turned ever)' man the wrong side out,
And never gave to truth and virtue that
Which siropleness and merit purchaseth."

In this way any man may, with little sagacity and little trouble, be con-

sidered by those whose good opinion is not worth having as a great judge
of character.

It is said that the hasty and rapacious Kneller used to send away the
ladies who sate to him as soon as he had sketched their faces, and to paint

the figure and hands from his housemaid. It was in much the same way
that Walpole portrayed the minds of others. He copied from the life only
those glaring and obvious peadiarities which could not escape the most
superficial obser\'ation. The rest of the canvass he filled up, in a careless

dashing way, with knave and fool, mixed in suoh proportions as pleased
Heaven. What a difference between these daubs ancl the masterly por-
traits of Clarendon !

There are contradictions without end in the sketches of character which
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abound in Walpole's works. But if we were to form our opinion of his

eminent contemporaries from a general survey of what he has written con-
cerning them, we should say that Pitt was a strutting, ranting, mouthing
actor, Charles Townshend an impudent and voluble jack-pudding, Murray
a demure, cold-blooded, cowardly hypocrite, Hardwicke an insolent upstart,

vvith the understanding of a pettifogger and the heart of a hangman, Temple
an impertinent poltroon, Egmont a solemn coxcomb, Lyttelton a poor
creature whose only wish was to go to heaven in a coronet, Onslow a pomp-
ous proser, Washington a braggart, Lord Camden sullen. Lord Townshend
malevolent. Seeker an atheist who had shammed Christian for a mitre, White-
field an impostor who swindled his converts out of their watches. The Wal-
poles fare little better than their neighbours. Old Horace is constantly

represented as a coarse, brutal, niggardly buffoon, and his son as worthy of

such a father. In short, if we are to trust this discerning judge of human
nature, England in his time contained little sense and no virtue, except what
was distributed between himself. Lord Waldgrave, and Marshal Conway.
Of such a writer it is scarcely necessary to say, that his works are destitute

of every charm which is derived from elevation or from tenderness of senti-

ment. When he chose to be humane and magnanimous,—for he sometimes,
by way of variety, tried this affectation, —he overdid his part most ludi-

crously. None of his many disguises sat so awkwardly upon him. For
example, he tells us that he did not choose to be intimate with Mr Pitt.

And why? Because Mr Pitt had been among the persecutors of his father?

Or because, as he repeatedly assures us, Mr Pitt was a disagreeable man in

private life ? Not at all ; but because Mr Pitt wa^ too fond of war, and was
great with too little reluctance. Strange that a habitual scoffer like Walpole
should imagine that this cant could impose on the dullest reader ! If Moliere
had put such a speech into the mouth of TarlufTe, we should have said that the

fiction was unskilful, and that Orgon could not have been such a fool as to be
taken in by it. Of the twenty-six years during which Walpole sat in Parlia-

ment, thirteen were years of war. Yet he did not, during all those thirteen

years, utter a single word or give a single vote tending to peace. His most
intimate friend, the only friend, indeed, to whom he appears to have been
sincerely attached, Conway, was a soldier, was fond of his profession, and
was perpetually entreating Mr Pitt to give him employment. In this Wal-
pole .saw nothing but what was admirable. Conway was a hero for soliciting

the command of expeditions which Mr Pitt was a monster for sending out.

What then is the chama, the irresistible charm, of Walpole's writings?

It consists, we think, in the art of amusing without exciting. He never con-

vinces the reason, or fills the imagination, or touches the heart ; but he

keeps the mind of the reader constantly attentive, and constantly entertained.

He had a strange ingenuity peculiarly his own, an ingenuity which appeared

in all that he did, in his building, in his gardening, in his upholstery, in the

matter and in the manner of his writings. If we were to adopt the classifica-

tion, not a very accurate classification, which Akenside has given of tlie

pleasures of the imagination, we .should .say that with the Sublime and the

Beautiful Walpole had nothing to do, but that the third province, the Odd,
was his peculiar domain. The motto which he prefixed to his Catalogue of

Royal and Noble Authors might have been inscribed with perfect propriety

over the door of every room in his hou.se, and on the titlepage of every one

of his books; "Dove diavolo, Messer Ludovico, avete pigliate tante cog-

lionerie?" In his villa, every apartment is a museum ; every piece of

furniture is a curiosity ; there is .something strange in the form of the shovel

;

there is a long story belonging to the bell-rope. We wander among a pro-

fusion of rarities, of trifling intrinsic value, but .so quaint in fashion, or con-

nected with such remarkable names and events, that they may well detain
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our attention for a moment. A moment is enough. Some new relic, some

new unique, some new carved work, some new enamel, is forthcoming in

an instant. One cabinet of trinkets is no .sooner closed than another is

opened. It is the same with Walpole's writings. It is not in their utility,

it is not in their beauty, that their attraction lies. They are to the works

of gieat historians and poets, what Strawberry Hill is to the Museum of

Sir Hans Sloane or to the Gallery of Florence. Walpole is constantly

8ho\ving us things, not of very great value indeed, yet things which we are

pleased \o see, and which we can .see nowhere else. They are baubles ; but

they are made curiosities either by his grotesque workmanship or by some

association belonging to them. His style is one of those peculiar styles by

which every body is attracted, and which nobody can .safely venture to

imitate. He is a mannerist whose manner has become perfectly easy to him.

His affectation is so habitual and so universal that it can hardly be called

afTectation. The affectation is the essence of the man. It pervades all his

thoughts and all his expressions. If it were taken away, nothing would be

left. He coins new words, distorts the senses of old words, and twists

sentences into fonns which make grammarians stare. But all this he does,

not only with an air of ease, but as if he could not help doing it. His wit

was, in its essential properties, of the same kind with that of Cowley and

Donne. Like theirs, it consisted in an exquisite perception of points of

analogy and points of contrast too subtile for common observation. Like

them, Walpole perpetually startles us by the ease with which he yokes to-

gether ideas between which there would seem, at first sight, to be no con-

nection. But he did not, like them, affect the gravity of a lecture, and

draw his illustrations from the laboratory and from the schools. His tone

was light and fleering ; his topics were the topics of the club and the ball-

room ; and therefore his strange combinations and far-fetched illusions,

though very closely resembling those which tire us to death in the poems of

the time of Charles the First, are read with pleasure constantly new.

No man who has written so much is so seldom tiresome. In his books

there are scarcely any of those pas.sages which, in our school days, we used

to call sktp. Yet he often wrote on subjects which are generally considered

as dull, on subjects which men of great talents have m vain endeavoured to

render popular. When we compare the Historic Doubts about Richard the

Third with Whitaker's and Chalmers's books on a far more interesting

question, the character of Mar)' C^ueen of Scots ; when we compare the

Anecdotes of Painting with Nichols's Anecdotes, or even with Mr D Israeli's

Quarrels of Authors and Calamities of Authors, we at once see Walpole's

superiority, not in industry, not in learning, not in accuracy, not in logical

power, but in the art of writing what people will like to read. He rejects

all but the attractive parts of his subject. He keeps only what is in il.self

amusing, or what can be made so by tlie artifice of his diction. The
coarser morsels of antiquarian learning he abandons to others, and sets out

an entertainment worthy of a Roman epicure, an entertainment consisting

of nothing but delicacies, the brains of singing-birds, the roe of mullets, the

.sunny halves of peaches. This, we think, is the great merit of his romance.

There is little skill in the delineation of the characters. Manfred is as

commonplace a tyrant, Jerome as commonplace a confessor, Theodore as

commonplace a young gentleman, Isalx-lla and Matilda as commonplace a

pair of young ladies, as are to be found in any of the thousand Italian castles

in which condottteri have revelled or in which imprisoned duchesses have

pined. We cannot say that we much admire the big man whose sword is

dug up in one quarter of the globe, whose helmet drops from the clouds in

another, and who, after clattering and rustling for some days, ends by

kicking the house down. But the story, whatever its value may be, never
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(lags for a single moment. There are no digressions, or imseasonable de-

scriptions, or long speeches. Every sentence carries the action forward.

The excitement is constantly renewed. Absurd as is the machiner)', insipid

as are the human actors, no reader probably ever thought the book dull.

Walpole's Letters are generally considered as his best performances, and,

we think, with reason. liis faults are far less offensive to us in his corres-

pondence than in his books. His wild, absurd, and ever-changing opinions

about men and tilings are easily pardoned in familiar letters. His bitter,

scoffing, depreciating disposition does not show itself in so unmitigated a

manner as in his Memoirs. A writer of letters must in general be civil and
friendly to his correspondent at least, if to no other person.

He loved letter-writing, and had evidently studied it as an art. It was,

in truth, the very kind of writing for such a man, for a man very ambitious

to rank among wits, yet nervously afraid that, while obtaining the reputa-

tion of a wit, he might lose caste as a gentleman. There was nothing vul-

gar in writing a letter. Not even Ensign Northerton, not even the Captain

described in Hamilton's Bawn,—and Walpole, though the author of many
ciuartos, had some feelings in common with those gallant officers,—would
have denied that a gentleman might sometimes correspond with a friend.

Whether Walpole bestowed much labour on the composition of his letters,

it is impossible to judge from internal evidence. There are passages which
.seem perfectly unstudied. But the appearance of ease may be the effect of

labour. There are passages which have a very artificial air. But they may
have been produced without effort by a mind of which the natural ingenuity

had been improved into morbid quickness by constant e.xercise. We are

never sure tliat we see him as he was. We are never sure that what ap-

pears to be nature is not disguised art. We are never sure that what appears

to be art is not merely habit which has become second nature.

In wit and animation the present collection is not superior to those which

have preceded it. But it has one great advantage over them all. It forms

a connected whole, a regular journal of what appeared to Walpole tlie most
important transactions of the last twenty years of George the Second's reign.

It furnishes much new information concerning the history of that time, the

portion of English history of which common readers know the least.

The earlier letters contain the most lively and interesting account which
we possess of that "great Walpolean battle," to use the words of Junius,

which terminated in the retirement of Sir' Robert. Horace entered the

House of Commons just in time to witness the last desperate struggle which
his father, surrounded by enemies and traitors, maintained, v.-itli a spirit as

brave as that of the column of Fontenoy, first for victory, and tlien for hon-

ourable retreat. Hoiace was, of course, on the side of his family. Lord
Dover seems to have been enthusiastic on the same side, and goes so far as

to call Sir Robert *' the glory of the Whigs."
Sir Robert deserved this high eulogium, we think, as little as he deserved

the abusive epithets which have often been coupled with his name. A fair

character of liim still remains to be drawn ; and, whenever it shall be drawn,

it will be equally unlike the portrait by Coxe and the portrait by Smollett.

He had, undoubtedly, great talents and great virtues. He was not, in-

deed, like the leaders of the party which opposed his (government, a brilliant

orator. He was not a profound scholar, like Carteret, or a wit and a fine

gentleman, like Chesterfield. In all these respects his deficiencies were
remarkable. His literature consisted of a scrap or two of Horace and an

anecdote or two from the end of the Dictionaiy. His knowledge of history

was so limited that, in the great debate on the P^xcise Bill, he was forced to

ask Attorney-General Yorke who Emjwon and Dudley were. His manners
were a little too coarse and boisterous even for that age of Westerns and
Topehalls. When he ceased to talk of politics, he could talk of nothing but
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women ; and he dilated on his favourite theme with a freedom which shocked
even that plain-spoken generation, and which was quite unsuited to his age
and station. The noisy revelry of his summer festivities at Houghton gave
much scandal to grave people, and annually drove his kinsman and col-

league, Lord Townshend, from the neighbouring mansion of Rainham.
But, however ignorant Walpole might be of general history and of gene-

ral literature, he was better acquainted than any man of his day with what
it concerned him most to know, mankind, the English nation, the Court,

the House of Commons, and the Treasurj'. Of foreign affairs he knew
little ; but his judgment was so good that his little knowledge went very

far. He was an excellent parliamentary debater, an excellent parliamen-

tary tactician, and an excellent man of business. No man ever brought
more mdustry or more method to the transacting of affairs. No minister

in his time did so much ; yet no minister had so much leisure.

He was a good-natured man who had during thirty years seen nothing

but the worst parts of human nature in other men. He was familiar with

tlie malice of kind people, and the perfidy of honourable people. I'routl

men had licked the dust before him. Patriots had begged him to come uj)

tc> the price of their puffed and advertised integrity. He said after his fall

that it was a dangerous thing to be a minister, that there were few minds
which would not be injured by the constant spectacle of meanness and de-

l^ravity. To his honour it must be confessed that few minds have come out

of such a trial so little damaged in the most important parts. He retired,

after more than twenty years of power, with a temper not soured, with a
heart not hardened, with simple tastes, with frank manners, and with a
capacity for friendship. No stain of treacher)', of ingratitude, or of cruelty

rests on his memory. Factious hatred, while flinging on his name every

other foul aspersion, was compelled to own that he was not a man of blood.

This would scarcely seem a high eulogium on a statesman of our times. It

was then a rare and honourable distinction. The contests of parties in

England had long been carried on with a ferocity unworthy of a civilised

people. Sir Robert Walpole was the minister who gave to our Government
that character of lenity which it has since generally preser\ed. It was per-

fectly known to him that many of his opponents had dealings with the

Pretender. The lives of some were at his mercy. He wanted neither

Whig nor Tory precedents for using his advantage unsparingly. But with
a clemency to which posterity has never done justice, he suffered himself to

be thwarted, vilified, and at last overthrown, by a parly which included
many men whose necks were in his power.

That he practised coiruption on a large scale is, we think, indisputable.

But whether he deserves all the invectives which have been uttered against

him on that account may be questioned. No man ought to be severely cen-

sured for not being beyond his age in virtue. To buy the votes of constitu-

ents is as immoral as to buy the votes of representatives. The candidate who
gives five guineas to the freeman is as culpable as the man who gives three

hundred guineas to the member. Yet we know that, in our own time, no
man is thought wicked or di.shonourable, no man is cut, no man is black-

balled, becau.se, under the old system of election, he was returned, in the

only way in which he could be returned, for East Ketford, for Liveq^ool, or

for .Stafford. Walpole governed by corruption because, in his time, it was
impossible to govern otherwise. Corruption was unnecessarj' to the Tudors

;

for their Parliaments were feeble. The jiublicity which has of late years Ijeen

given to parliamentary proceedings has raised the standard of morality among
public men. The power of public opinion is so great that, even before the
reform of the rcpresent.-ition, a faint suspicion that a minister had given
pecuniary gratifications to Members of Parliament in return for their votes
would have been enough to ruin him. but, during the century which fcl-
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!uwed the Restoration, the House of Commons was in that situation in which
assemblies must be managed by corraption or cannot be managed at all. It

was not held in awe, as in the sixteenth century, by the throne. It was
not held in awe, as in the nineteenth century, by the opinion of the

people. Its constitution was oligarchical. Its deliberations were secret.

Its power in the State was immense. The Government had every conceiv-

able motive to offer bribes. Many of the members, if they were not men of

strict honour and probity, had no conceivable motive to refuse what the

Government offered. In the reign of Charles the Second, accordingly, the

practice of buying votes in the House of Commons was commenced by the

daring Clifford, and carried to a great extent by the crafty and shameless

Danby. The Revolution, great and manifold as were the blessings of which
it was directly or remotely the cause, at first aggravated this evil. The
importance of the House of Commons was now greater than ever. The
prerogatives of the Crown were more strictly limited than ever ; and those

associations in which, more than in its legal prerogatives, its power had con-

sisted, were completely broken. No prince was ever in so helpless and dis-

tressing a situation as William the Third. The party which defended his

title was, on general grounds, disposed to curtail his prerogative. The party

which was, on general grounds, friendly to prerogative, was adverse to his

title. There was no quarter in which both his office and his person could

find favour. But while the influence of the House of Commons in the

Government was becoming paramount, the influence of the people over the

House of Commons was declining. It mattered little in the time of Charles

the First whether that House were or were not chosen by the people : it was
certain to act for the people, because it would have been at the mercy of the

Court but for the support of the peojile. Now that the Court was at the mercy
of the House of Commons, those members who were not returned by popular
election had nobody to please but themselves. Even those who were returned

by popular election did not live, as now, under a constant sense of responsibility.

The constituents were not, as now, daily apprised of the votes and speeches

of their representatives. The privileges which had in old times been in-

dispensably necessary to the security and efficiency of Parliaments were now
superfluous. But they were still carefully maintained, by honest legislators

from superstitious veneration, by di.shonest legislators for their own selfish

ends. They had been an useful defence to the Commons during a long and
doubtful conflict with powerful sovereigns. They were now no longer neces-

sary for that purpose ; and they became a defence to the members against

their constituents. That secrecy which had been absolutely necessary in

times when the Privy Council was in the habit of .sending the leaders of

Opposition to the Tower was preserved in times when a vote of the House
of Cominons was sufficient to hurl the most j'owerful minister from his post.

The Government could not go on unless the Parliament could be kept in

order. And how was the Parliament to be kept in order? Three hundred
years ago it would have been enough for a statesman to have the support of

the Crown. It would now, we hope and believe, be enough for him to en-

joy the confidence and approbation of the great body of the middle class. A
hundred years ago it wculd not have been enough to have both Crown and
peoole on his side. The Parliament had shaken off the control of the Royal
prerogative. It had not yet fallen under the control of public opinion. A
large proportion of the members had absolutely no motive to support any
administration except their own interest, in the lowest sense of the word.

Under these circumstances, the country could be governed only by corrup-

tion. Bolingbroke, who was the ablest and the most vehement of those who
raised the clamour against corruption, had no better remedy to propose than

that the Royal prerogative should be strengthened. The remedy would no
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doubt have been efficient. The only question is, whether it would not have

been worse than the disease. The fault was in the constitution of the Lejjis-

lature ; and to blame those ministers who managed the Legislature in the

only way in which it could be manajjed is gross injustice. They submitted

to extortion because they could not help themselves. We might as well

accuse the poor Lowland farmers who paid black mail to Rob Roy of cor-

rupting the virtue of the Highlanders, as accuse Sir Robert Walpole of

corrupting the virtue of Parliament. His crime was merely this, that he

employed his money more dexterously, and got more support in return for it,

than any of those who preceded or followed him.

He wxs himself incorruptible by money. His dominant passion was the

love of power : and the heaviest charge which can be brought against him is

that to this passion he never scrupled to sacrifice the interests of his countr)-.

One of the maxims which, as his son tells us, he was most in the habit of

repeating was, quieta non m(n\-re. It was indeed the maxim by which he

generally regulated his public conduct. It is the maxim of a man more
solicitous to hold power long than to use it well. It is remarkable that,

though he was at the head of affairs during more than twenty years, not one

great measure, not one important change for the better or for the worse in

any part of our institutions, marks the period of his supremacy. Nor was
this because he did not clearly see that many changes were very desirable.

He had been brought up in the school of toleration, at the feet of Somers
and of Burnet. He disliked the shameful laws against Dissenters. But he

never could be induced to bring forward a proposition for repealing them.

The sufferers represented to him the injustice with which they were treated,

boasted of their firm attachment to the House of Bnmswick and to the Whig
party, and reminded him of his own repeated declarations of good will to

their cause. He listened, assented, promised, and did nothing. At length,

the question was brought forward by others, and the Minister, after a hesi-

tating and evasive speech, voted against it. The truth was that he remem-
bered to the latest day of his life that terrible explosion of high church feel-

ing which tlie foolish prosecution of a foolish parson had occasioned in the

days of Queen Anne. If the Dissenters had been turbulent he would prob-

ably have relieved them : but while he apprehended no danger from them,

he would not run the slightest risk for their sake. He acted in the same
manner with respect to other questions. He knew the state of the Scotch
Highlands. He was constantly predicting another insurrection in that part

of the empire. Yet, during his long tenure of power, he never attempted to

perform what was then the most obvious and pressing duty of a British States-

man, to break the power of the Chiefs, and to establish the authority of law
through the furthest comers of the Island. Nolxjdy knew better than he that,

if this were not done, great mischiefs would follow. But the Highlands were
tolerably quiet in his time. He was content to meet daily emergencies by
daily expedients ; and he left the rest to his successors. They had to con-

quer the Highlands in the midst of a war with France and Spain, because

he had not regulated the Highlands in a time of profound peace.

Sometimes, in spite of all his caution, he found that measures which he
had hoped to carry through quietly had caused great agitation. When this

was the case he generally modified or withdrew them. It was thus that he
cancelled Wood's patent in compliance with the absurd outcry of the Irish.

It was thus that he frittered away the Porteous Bill to nothing, for fear of

exasperating the Scotch. It was thus that he abandoned the Excise Bill,

as soon as he found that it was offensive to all the great towns of England.

The language which he held about that measure in a subsequent ses.sion is

strikingly characteristic. Pulteney had insinuated that the scheme would be
again brought forward. "As to the v.icked scheme," saia Walpole, "as
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the gentleman is jileased to call it, which he would persuade gentlemen is

not yet laid aside, I for my part assure this House I am not so mad as ever
again to engage in any thing that looks like an Excise ; though, in my
private opinion, I still think it was a scheme that would have tended very
much to the interest of the nation."

The conduct of Walpole with regard to the Spanish war is the great
blemish ofhis public life. Archdeacon Coxe imagined that he had discovered
one grand principle of action to which the whole public conduct of his hero
ought to be referred. " Did the administration of Walpole," says the bio-

grapher, " present any uniform principle which may be traced in every part,

and which gave combination and consistency to the whole ? Yes, and that

principle was, The Lovk of Peace." It would be difficult, we think, to

bestow a higher eulogium on any statesman. But the eulogium is far too
high for the merits of Walpole. The great nding principle of his public con-
duct was indeed a love of peace, but not in the sense in which Archdeacon
Coxe uses the phrase. The peace which Walpole sought was not the peace
of the country, but the peace of his own administration. During the greater

part of his public life, indeed, the two objects were inseparably connected.

At length he was reduced to the necessity of choosing between them, of

plunging the State into hostilities for which there was no just ground, and
by which nothing was to be got, or of facing a violent opposition in the

country, in Parliament, and even in the royal closet. No person was more
thorougldy convinced than he of the absurdity of the cry against Spain.

But his darling power was at stake, and his choice was soon made. He
preferred an unjust war to a stomiy session. It is impossible to say of a

Minister who acted thus that the love of peace was the one grand principle

to which all his conduct is to be referred. The governing principle of his

conduct was neither love of peace nor love of war, but love of power.

The praise to which he is fairly entitled is this, that he understood the

true interest of his country better than any of his contemporaries, and that

he pursued that interest whenever it was not incompatible with the interest

of his own intense and grasping ambition. It was only in matters of public

moment that he shrank from agitation and had recourse to compromise. In

his contests for personal influence there was no timidity, no flinching. He
M'ould have all or none. Every member of the Government who would not
submit to his ascendency was turned out or forced to resign. Liberal of

every thing else, he was avaricious of nothing but power. Cautious every

where else, when power was at stake he had all the boldness of Richelieu

or Chatham. He might easily have secured his authority if he could have
been induced to divide it with others. But he would not part with one
fragment of it to purchase defenders for all the rest. The effect of this

policy was that he had able enemies and feeble allies. His most distinguished

coadjutors left him one by one, and joined the ranks of the Opposition. He
faced the increasing array of his enemies with unbroken spirit, and thought

it far better that they should attack his power than that they should share it.

The Opposition was in ever}' sense formidable. At its head were two
royal personages, the exiled head of the House of Stuart, the disgraced heir

of the House of Bmnswick. One set of members received directions from
Avignon. Another set held their consultations and banquets at Norfolk
House. The majority of the landed gentry, the majority of the parochial

clergy, one of the universities, and a strong party in the City of London and
in the other great towns, were decidedly adverse to the Government. Of
the men of letters, some were exasperated by the neglect with which the

Minister treated them, a neglect which was the more remarkable, because

his predecessors, both Whig and Tory, had paid court with emulous muni-

ficence to the wits and the poets ; others were honestly inflamed by party
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zeal; almost all lent their aul to the < )ppi)sitiim. In ti-uih, all that was

alluring to ardent and imaginative minds was on tliat siile ; old associations,

new visions of poHtical improvement, high-flown theories of loyalty, high-

tlown theories of liberty, the enthusiasm of the Cavalier, the enthusiasm of

the Roundhead. The Ton.' gentleman, fed in the common-rooms of Oxford

with the doctrines of Kilmer and Sachevcreil, and proud of the exploits of his

great-grandfather, who had charged with Rupert at Marston, who had held

out the old manor-house against Fairfax, and who, after the King's return,

had tieen set dowTi for a Knight of the Royal Oak, flew to that section qf

the opposition which, under pretence of assailing the existing administration,

was in truth assailing the reigning d>Tiasty. The young republican, fresh

from his Livy and his Lucan, and glowing with admiration of Hampden, of

Russell, and of Sydney, ha^stened with equal eagerness to those benches

from which eloquent voices thundered nightly against the tyranny and perfidy

of courts. So many young politicians were caught by tliese declamations

that Sir Robert, in one of his best speeches, observed that the opposition con-

sisted of three bodies, the Tories, the discontented Whigs, who were known
by the name of the Patriots, and the Boys. In fact almost everj' young man
of warm temper and lively imagination, whatever his political bias might be,

was drawn into the party adverse to the Government ; and some of the most

distinguished among them, Pitt, for example, among public men, and Johnson,

among men of letters, afterwards openly acknowledged their mistake.

The aspect of the opposition, even while it was still a minority in the

House of Commons, was very imposing. Among those who, in Parliament

or out of Parliament, assailed the administration of Walpole, were Boling-

broke, Carteret, Chesterfield, Arg}le, Pulteney, Wyndham, Doddington,

Pitt, Lyttelton, Barnard, Pope, Swift, Gay, Arbuthnot, Fielding, Johnson,

Thomson, Akenside, Glover.

The circumstance that the opposition was divided into two parties, dia-

metrically opposed to each other in political opinions, was long the safety

of Walpole. It was at last his ruin. The leaders of the minority knew
that it would be difficult for them to bring forward any important measure

without producing an immediate schism in their party. It was with very

great difficulty that the \N'higs in opposition had been induced to give a

sullen and silent vote for the repeal of the Septennial Act. The Tories, on
the other hand, could not be induced to support Pulteney's motion for

an addition to the income of Prince Frederic. The two parties had cor-

dially joined in calling out for a war with Spain ; but they now had their

war. Hatred of Walpole was almost the only feeling which was common to

them. C>n this one point, therefore, they concentrated their whole strength.

With gross ignorance, or gross dishonesty, they represented the minister as

the main grievance of the state. His dismissal, his punishment, would
prove the certain cure for all the evils which the nation suffered. What
was to be done after his fall, how misgovemment was to be prevented in

fiiture, were questions to which there were as many answers as there were

noisy and ill-informed members of the opposition. The only cry in which

all could join was, " Down with Walpole ! " So much did they narrow the

disputed ground, so purely personal did they make the question, that they

threw out friendly hints to the other members of the Administration, and

declared that they refused quarter to the Prime Minister alone. His tools

might keep their heads, their fortunes, even their places, if only the great

father of corruption were given up to the just vengeance of the nation.

If the fate of^Walpole's colleagues had been inseparably bound up with his,

he probably would, even after the unfavourable elections of 1741, have been

able to weather the storm. But as soon as it was understood that the attack

was directed against him alone, and that, if he were sacrificed, his associates
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might expect advantageous and honourable terms, the ministerial ranks
began to waver, and the murmur of sauve qui pent was heard. That Wal-
pole had foul play is almost certain, but to what extent it is difficult to say.

Lord Islay was suspected ; the Duke of Newcastle something more than
suspected. It would have been strange, indeed, if his Grace had been idle

when treason was hatching.

" Ch' i' ho de' traditor' sempre sospetto.

E Gan fu traditor prima che nato."

" His name," said Sir Robert, " is perfidy."

Never was a battle more manfully fought out than the last struggle or the

old statesman. His clear judgment, his long experience, and his fearless

spirit, enabled him to maintain a defensive war through half the session. To
the last his heart never failed him ; and, when at last he yielded, he yielded

not to the threats of his enemies, but to the entreaties of his dispirited and
refractory followers. When he could no longer retain his power, he com-
pounded for honour and security, and retired to his garden and his paintings,

leaving to those who had overthrown him shame, discord, and ruin.

Every thing was in confusion. It has been said that the confusion \vas

produced by the dexterous policy of Walpole ; and, undoubtedly, he did his

best to sow dissension amongst his triumphant enemies. But there was little

for him to do. Victory had completely dissolved the hollow truce, which
the two sections of the opposition had but imperfectly observed, even while

the event of the contest was still doubtlul. A thousand questions were opened
in a moment. A thousand conflicting claims were preferred. It was im-

possible to follow tiny line of policy which would not have been offensive to

a large portion of the successful party. It was impossible to find places for

a tenth part of those who thought that they had a right to office. While the

parliamentary leaders were preaching patience and confidence, while their

followers were clamouring for reward, a still louder voice was heard from
without, the terrible cry of a people angry, tliey hardly knew with whom,
and impatient, they hardly knew for what. The day of retribution had
arrived. The opposition reaped that which they had sown. Inflamed with

hatred and cupidity, despairing of success by any ordinar)' mode of political

warfare, and blind to consequences which, though remote, were certain, they

had conjured up a devil whom they could not lay. They had made the public

mind drunk with calumny and declamation. They had raised expectations

which it was impossible to satisfy. The downfal of Walpole was to be
the beginning of a political millennium ; and every enthusiast had figured to

himself that millennium according to the fashion of his own wishes. The
republican expected that the power of the Crown would be reduced to a
mere shadow, the high Tory that the Stuarts would be restored, the

moderate Tory that the golden days which the Church and the landed
interest had enjoyed during the last years of Queen Anne, would imme-
diately return. It would have been impossible to satisfy every body. The
conquerors satisfied nobody.
We have no reverence for the memory of those who were then called the

patriots. We are for the principles of good government against Walpole,
and for Walpole against the opposition. It was most desirable that a purer

system .should be introduced ; but, if the old system was to be retained, no
man was so fit as Walpole to be at the head of affairs. There were grievous

abuses in the government, abuses more than sufficient to justify a strong

opposition. But the party opposed to Walpole, while they stimulated the

popular fury to the highest point, were at no pains to direct it aright. In-

deed they studiously misdirected it. They misrepresented the evil. They
prescribed inefficient and pernicious remedies. They held up a single man
as the sole cause of all the vices of a bad system which had been in full oper-
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ation before his entrance into public life, and which continued to be in full

operation when some of these very brawlers had succeeded to his power.
The/ thwarted his best measures. They drove him into an unjustifiable war
against his will. Constantly talking in matjnificent language about tyranny,
corruption, wicked ministers, servile courtiers, the liberty of tnglishmen,
the Great Charter, the rights for which our fatJicrs bled, Timolcon, Brutus,

Hampden, Sydney, they had absolutely nothing to propose which would
have been an improvement on our institutions. Instead of directing tlie

public mind to definite reforms which might liave completed the work of the
revolution, which might have brought the legislature into harmony with the

nation, and which might have prevented the Crown from doing by influence

what it could no longer do by prerogative, they excited a vague craving for

change, by which they profited for a single moment, and of which, as they
well deserve<^l, they were soon tlie victims.

Among the reforms which the state then required, there were two of
paramount irajHjrtance, two which would alone hove remedied almost every
gross abuse, and without which all other remedies would have been unavail-
ing, the publicity of parliamentary proceedings, and the abolition of the rotten

boroughs. Neither of these was thought of. It seems to us clear that, if

these were not adopted, all other measures would have been illusory. Some
of the patriots suggested changes which would, beyond all doubt, have in-

creased the existing evils a hundredfold. These men wished to transfer the
disposal of employments and the command of the army from the Crown to

the Parliament ; and this on the very ground that the ParUament had long
been a grossly corrupt body. The security against malpractices was to be
that the members, instead of having a portion of the public plunder doled
out to them by a minister, were to help themselves;

The other schemes of which the public mind was full were less dangerous
than this. Some of them were in themselves harmless. But none of them
would have done much good, and most of them were extravagantly absurd.
What they were we may leani from the instructions which many constituent
bodies, immediately after the change of administration, sent up to their

representatives. A more deplorable collection of follies can hardly be im-
agined. There is, in the first place, a general cry for Walpole's head. Then
there are bitter complaints of the decay of trade, a decay which, in the judg-
ment of these enlightened politicians, was brouglit about by Walpole and
corruption. They would have been nearer to the truth if they had attributed
their sufferings to the war into which they had driven Walpole against his

better judgment. He had foretold the effects of his unwilling concession.
On the day when hostilities against Spain were proclaimed, when the heralds
were attended into the city by the chiefs of the opposition, when the Prince of
Wales himself stopped at Temple-Bar to drink success to the Engli>h arms,
the Minister heard all the steeples of the city jingling with a merry peal,

and muttered, " They may ring the bells now : they will be wringing their

hands before long."

Another grievance, for which of course Walpole and corruption were
answerable, was the great exportation of English wool. In the judgment of
the sagacious electors of several large towns, the remedying of this evil was
a matter second only in importance to the hanging of Sir Robert. There
were also earnest injunctions that the memlxrrs should vote against standing
armies in time of peace, injunctions which were, to say the least, ridiculously

unseasonable in the midst of a war which was likely to last, and which did
actually la-t, as long as the Parliament. The repeal of the Septennial Act,

as was to be expected, was strongly pressed. Nothing was more natural

than that the voters should wish for a triennial recurrence of their bribes and
their ale. We feel firmly convinced that the repeal of the Septennial Act,
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unaccompanied by a complete reform of the constitution of the elective body,
would have been an unmixed curse to the country. The only rational recom-
mendation which we can find in all these instructions is, that the number of
placemen in Parliament should be limited, and that pensioners should not
be allowed to sit there. It is plain, however, that this cure was far from
going to the root of the evil, and that, if it had been adopted witliout other
reforms, secret bribery would probably have been more practised than ever.

We will give one more instance of the absurd expectations which the de-

clamations of the Opposition had raised in the country. Akenside was one
of the fiercest and most uncompromising of the young patriots out of Parlia-

ment. When he found that the change of administration had produced no
change of system, he gave vent to his indignation in the " Epistle to Curio,"
the best poem that he ever wrote, a poem, indeed, which seems to indicate,

that, if he had left lyric composition to Gray and Collins, and had employed
his powers in grave and elevated satire, he might have disputed the pre-

eminence of Dryden. But, whatever be the literary merits of the epistle, we
can say nothing in praise of the political doctrines which it inculcates. The
poet, in a.rapturous apostrophe to the spirits of the great men of antiquity, tells

us what he expected from Pulteney, at the moment of the fall of the tyrant.

" See private life by wisest arts reclaimed,
."^ee ardent youth to noblest manners framed,
See us achieve whate'er was sought by you,
If Curio—only Curio—will be true."

It was Pulteney's business, it seems, to abolish faro and masquerades, to

stint the young Duke of Marlborough to a bottle of brandy a day, and to

prevail on Lady Vane to be content with three lovers at a time.

Whatever the people wanted, they certainly got nothing. Walpole retired

in safety ; and the multitude were defrauded of the expected show on Tower
Hill. "The Septennial Act was not repealed. The placemen were not turned

out of the House of Commons. Wool, we believe, was still exported.
" Private life " afforded as much scandal as if the reign of Walpole and cor-

nqnion had continued ; and "ardent youth" fought with watchmen and
betted with blacklegs as much as ever.

The colleagues of Walpole had, after his retreat, admitted some of the

chiefs of the opposition into the Government. They soon found themselves

compelled to submit to the ascendency of one of their new allies. This was
Lord Carteret, afterwards Earl Granville. No public man of that age had
greater courage, greater ambition, greater activity, greater talents for debate,

or for declamation. No public man had such profound and extensive learn-

ing. He was familiar with the ancient writers, and loved to sit up till mid-

night discussing philological and metrical questions with Bentley. His know-
ledge of modem languages was prodigious. The privy council, when he was
present, needed no interpreter. He spoke and wrote French, Italian, Spanish,

Portuguese, German, even Swedish. He had pushed his researches into the

most obscure nooks of literature. He was as familiar with Canonists and

Schoolmen as with orators and poets. He had read all that the universities

of Saxony and Holland had produced on the most intricate questions of

public law. Harte, in the preface to the second edition of his History of

Gustavus Adolphus, bears a remarkable testimony to the extent and accuracy

of I>ord Carteret's knowledge. " It was my good fortune or prudence to

keep the main body of my army (or in other words my matters of fact) safe

and entire. The late Earl of Granville was ])leased to declare himself of this

opinion ; especially when he found that I had made Chemnitius one of my
principal guides ; for his Lordship was apprehensive I might not have seen

that valuable and authentic book, which is extremely scarce. I thought my-
self happy to have contented his Lordship even in the lov/est degree : for h«

understood the German and Swedi'^h histories to the highest perfection."
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With all this learning, Carteret was far from being a pedant. His was
not one of those cold spirits of which the fire is put out by the fuel. In
council, in debate, in society, he was all life and energy. His measures were
strong, prompt, and daring, his oratory animated and glowing. His spirits

were constantly high. No misfortune, public or private, could depress him.
He was at once the most unlucky and the happiest public man of his time.

He had been Secretar)' of State in \ValpoIe s administration, and had ac-

quiretl considerable influence over the mind of George the First. The other
Ministers could .speak no German. The King could speak no English. All
the communication that Walpole held with his master was in ver)' i>ad Latin.

Carteret dismaye<i his colleagues by the volubility with which he addressed
his Majesty in German. They listened with envy and terror to the mysteri-

ous gutturals which might possibly convey suggestions very little in unison
with their wishes.

Walpole was not a man to endure such a colleague as Carteret. The King
was induced to give up his favourite. Carteret joined the Opposition, and
signalised himself at the head of that party till, after the retirement of his old

rival, he again became Secretary of State.

During some months he was chief Minister, indeed sole Minister. He
gained the confidence and regard of George the Second. He was at the

same time in high favour with the Prince of Wales. As a debater in the

House of Lords, he had no equal among his colleagues. Among his oppo-
nents, Chesterfield alone could be consiilered as his match. Confident in his

talents, and in the royal favour, he neglected all those means by which the
power of Walpole had been created and maintained. His head was full of

treaties and expeditions, of schemes for supporting the Queen of Hungary
and for humbling the House of Bourbon. He corttemptuously abandoned
to others all the drudgery, and, with the drudgery, all the fruits of corruption.

The patronage of the Church and of the Bar he left to the Pelhams as a trifle

unworthy of his care. One of the judges, Chief Justice Willes, if we remem-
ber rightly, went to him to lx?g some ecclesiastical preferment for a friend.

Carteret said, that he was too much occupied with continental jwlitics to

think about the disposal of places and benefices. " Vou may rely on it,

then," said the Chief Justice, " that people who want places and benefices

will go to those who have more leisure." The prediction was accomplished.

It would have been a busy time indeed in which the Pelhams had wanted
leisure for jobbing ; and to the Pelhams the whole cry of place-hunters and
pension-hunters resorted, llie parliamentary influence of the two brothers

became stronger every day, till at length they were at the head of a decided
majority in the House of Commons. Their rival, meanwhile, conscious of

his powers, sanguine in his hopes, and proud of the storm which he had con-

jured upon the Continent, would brook neither sujierior nor equal. " His
rants," says Horace Walpole, "are amazing ; so are his parts and his spirits."

He encountered the opposition of his colleagues, not with the fierce haughti-

ness of the first Pitt, or the cold unbending arrogance of the second, but with

a gay vehemence, a goo<i -humoured imperiousness, that bore every thing down
before it. The peri<>l of his ascendency was known by the name of the

"Drunken .^dministration ; " and the expression was not altogether figurative.

His habits were extremely convivial ; and champagne probably lent its aid to

keep him in that state of joyous excitement in which his life was i)assed.

That a rash and impetuous man of genius like Carteret should not have
been able to maintain his ground in Parliament against the crafty and selfish

Pelhams is not strange. But it is less easy to understand why he should have
been generally unpopular throughout the country. His brilliant talents, his

bold and open temper, ought, it should seem, to have made him a favourite

with the public. But the jieoplehad been bitterly dis.-ippointed ; and he had
to face the first burst of their rage. His close connection with Pulleney, now

K
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the most detested man in the nation, was an unfortunate circumstance. He
had, indeed, only three partisans, Pulteney, the King, and the Prince of

Wales, a most singular assemblage.

He was driven from his office. He shortly after made a bold, indeed a des-

perate, attempt to recover power. The attempt failed. From tliat time he
relinquished all ambitious hopes, and retired laughing to his books and his

bottle. No statesman ever enjoyed success with so exquisite a relish, or sub-

mitted to defeat with so genuine and unforced a cheerfulness. 111 as he had
been used, he did not seem, says Horace Walpole, to have any resentment,

or indeed any feeling except thirst.

These letters contain many good stories, some of them no doubt grossly

exaggerated, about Lord Carteret ; how, in the height of his greatness, he

fell in love at first sight on a birthday with Lady Sophia Fermor, the hand-

some daughter of Lord Pomfret ; how he plagued the Cabinet every day with

reading to them her ladyship's letters ; how strangely he brought home his

bride ; what fine jewels he gave her ; how he fondled her at Ranelagh ; and
what queen-like state she kept in Arlington Street. Horace Walpole has

spoken less bitterly of Carteret than of any public man of that time, Fox,

perhaps, excepted ; and tliis is the more remarkable, because Carteret was
one of tiie most inveterate enemies of Sir Robert. In the Memoirs, Horace
Walpole, after passing in review all the great men whom England had pro-

duced within his memory, concludes by saying, that in genius none of them
equalled Lord Granville. Smollett, in Humphrey Clinker, pronounces a

similar judgment in coarser language. "Since Granville was turned out,

there has been no minister in this nation worth the meal that whitened
his periwig."

Carteret fell ; and the reign of the Pelhams commenced. It was Carteret's

misfortune lo be raised to power when the public mind was still smarting from

recent disappointment. The nation had been duped, and was eager for re-

venge. A victim was necessary, and on sucli occasions the victims of popu-
lar rage are selected like the victim of Jephtliah. The first person who comes
in the way is made tha sacrifice. The wrath of the people had now spent

itself; and the unnatural excitement was succeeded by an unnatural calm.

To an irrational eagerness for something new, succeeded an equally irrational

disposition to acquiesce in every thing established. A few months back the

people had been disposed to impute every crime to men in power, and to lend

a ready ear to the high professions of men in opposition. They were now
disposed to surrender themselves implicitly to the management of Ministers,

and to look with suspicion and contempt on all who pretended to public spirit.

The name of patriot had become a by-word of derision. Horace Walpole
scarcely exaggerated when he said that, in those times, the most popular de-

claration which a candidate could make on the hustings was that he had never

been and never would be a jiatriot. At this conjuncture took place the re-

bellion of the Highland clans. The alann jjroduced by that event quieted

the strife of internal factions. The suppression of the insurrection crushed

for ever the spirit of the Jacobite party. Room was made in the Government
for a few Tories. Peace was patched up with France and Spain. Death
removed the Prince of Wales, who had contrived to keep together a small

portion of that fonnidable opposition of which he had been the leader in the

time of Sir Robert Walpole. Almost every man of weight in the House of

Commons was officially connected with the (iovcmment. The even tenor

of the session of Parliament vvas ruffled only by an occasional harangue from
Lord Egmont on the army estimates. For the first time since the accession

of the Stuarts there was no opposition. This singular good fortune, denied to

the ablest statesmen, to Salisbuiy, to Strafford, to Clarendon, to Somers, to

W'alpole, had been rcscr\'ed for the Pelhams.
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Henry Pelham, it is true, wxs by no means a contemptible person. His
understanilinjj was that of Walpole on a somewhat smaller scale. Though
not a brilliant orator, he wxs, like his master, a good debater, a }^oo<l parlia-

mentary tactician, a good man of business. Like his mxster, he distinguished

himself by the neatness and clearness of his financial expositions. I icre the

resemblance ceased. Their characters were altogether dissimilar. Walpole
was good-humoured, but would have his way : his spirits were high, and his

manners frank even to coarseness. The temper of Pelham was yieldmg, but
peevish : his habits were regular, and his deportment strictly decorous. Wal-
pole was constitutionally fearless, Pelham constitutionally timid. Walpole
had to face a strong opposition ; but no man in the Government durst wag
• finger against him. Almost all the opposition which Pelham had to en-

counter was from members of the Government of which he was the head.

His own paymaster spoke against his estimates. His own secretary-at-war

spoke against his Regency Bill. In one day Walpole turned Lord Chester-
field, Lord Burlington, and Lord Clinton out of the royal household, dis-

missed the highest dignitaries of Scotland from their posts, and took away
the regiments of the Duke of Bolton and Lord Cobham, because he suspected
them of having encouraged the resistance to his Excise Bill. He would far

rather have contended with the strongest minority, under the ablest leaders,

than have tolerated mutiny in his own party. It would have gone hard with
any of his colleagues who had ventured, on a Government question, to divide

the House of Commons against him. Pelham, on the other hand, was dis-

posed to bear any thing rather than drive from office any man round whom
a new opposition could form. He therefore endured with fretful patience

the insulwrdination of Pitt and Fox. He thought it far better to connive at

their occasional infractions of discipline than to hear them, night after night,

thundering against corruption and wicked ministers from the other side of
the House.
We wonder that Sir Walter Scott never tried his hand on the Duke of

Newcastle. An interview between his Grace and Jeanie Deans would have
been delightful, and by no means unnatural. There is scarcely any public
man in our history of whose manners and conversation so many particulars

have been preserved. Single stories may l>e unfounded or exaggerated. But
all the stories about him, whether told by people who were perpetually see-

ing him in Parliament and attending his levee in Lincoln's Inn Fields, or by
Grub Street writers who never had more than a glimpse of his star through
the windows of his gilded coach, are of the same character. Horace Wal-
pole and Smollett differed in their txstes and opinions as much as two human
beings could differ. They kept quite different society. The one played at

cards with countesses, and corresponded with ambassadors. The other passed
hLs life surrounded by printers' devils and famished scribblers. Yet Wal-
pole's Duke and Smollett's Duke are as like as if they were Ixjth from one
hand. Smollett's Newcastle nms out of his dressing-room, with his face
covered with soap-suds, to embrace the Moorish envoy. Walpole's New-
castle pushes his way into the Duke of Grafton's sick room to kiss the old
nobleman's plasters. No man was ever so unmercifully satirised. But in
truth he wxs himself a satire ready made. All that the art of the satirist does
for other men, nature had done for him. Whatever was absurd about him
stood out with grotesque prominence from the rest of the character. He was
a living, moving, talkmg, caricature. His gait wxs a shuffling trot ; his utter-

ance a rapid stutter ; he wxs always in a hurry ; he was never in time ; he
aboundetl in fulsome caresses and in hysterical tears. His oratory resembled
that of Justice Shallow. It was nonsense effer\'escent with animal spirits and
impertinence. Of his ignorance many anecdotes remain, some well authenti-
cateii, some probably invented at coffee-houses, but all exauisitely charac-
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teristic. "Oh — yes— yes— to be sure— Annapolis must be defended—
troops must be sent to Annapolis— Pray where is Annapolis?"— "Cape
Breton an island ! wonderful !—show it me in the map. So it is, sure enough.
My dear sir, you always bring us good news. I must go and tell the King
that Cape Breton is an island."

And this man was, during near thirty years, Secretary of State, and, during
near ten years, First Lord of the Treasury ! His large fortune, his strong

hereditary connection, his great parliamentary interest, will not alone explain

this extraordinaiy fact. His success is a signal instance of what may be
effected by a man who devotes his whole heart and soul without reserve to

one object. He was eaten up by ambition. His love of influence and autho-

rity resembled the avarice of the old usurer in the Fortunes of Nigel. It was
so intense a passion that it supplied the place of talents, that it inspired even
fatuity with cunning. "Have no money dealings with my father," says Martha
to Lord Glenvarloch ! "for, dotard as he is, he will make an ass of you."
It was as dangerous to have any political connection with Newcastle as to

buy and sell with old Trapbois. He was greedy after power with a greedi-

ness all his own. He was jealous of all his colleagues, and even of his own
brother. Under the disguise of levity he was false beyond all example o/

political falsehood. All the able men of his time ridiculed him as a dunce,

a driveller, a child who never knew his own mind lor an hour together; and
he overreached them all round.

If the country had remained at peace, it is not impossible that this man
would have continued at the head of affairs without admitting any other person

to a share of his authority until the throne was filled by a new Prince, who
brought with him new maxims of Government, new favourites, and a strong

will. But the inauspicious conmiencement of the Seven Years' War brought
on a crisis to which Newcastle was altogether unecjual. After a calm of

fifteen years tl>e spirit of the nation was again stirred to its inmost depths.

In a few days the whole aspect of the political world was changed.

But that change is too remarkable an event to be discussed at the end of

an article already more than sufficiently long. It is probable that we may,
at no remote time, resume the subject.

WILLIAM PITT, EARL OF CHATHAM. (January, 1834.)

A History of the Right Honourable William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, containing his

Speeches in Parliament, a considerable Portion of his Correspondence when Secre-

tary ofState, upon French, Spanish, and American Affairs, nct'er before published:

and an Account of the principal Events and Persons ofhis Time, connectedivith his

Life, Sentiments, and Administration. By the Rev. Francis Thackeray, A.M.
2 vols. 4to. London : 1827.

Thouc.h several years have elapsed since the publication of this work, it is

still, we believe, a new publication to most of our readers. Nor are we sur-

prised at this. The book is large, and the style heavy. The infoiTnation

which Mr Thackeray has obtained from the State Paper Office is new ; but

much of it is very uninteresting. The rest of his narrative is veiy little better

than Gifford's or Tomline's Life of the second Pitt, and tells us little or nothing

that may not be found quite as well told in the Parliamentary History, the

Annual Register, and other works er[ually common.
Almost every mechanical employment, it is said, has a tendency to injure

.some one or other of the bodily organs of the artisan. Grinders of cutlery

die of consumption ; weavers are stunted in their growth ; smiths become
blear-eyed. In the same manner almost every intellectual employment has

a tendency to produce some intellectual malady. Biographers, translators,

editors, all, in short, who employ themselves in illustrating the lives or the

writings of others, are peculiarly exposed to the Lues Boswelliatia, or disease



THE EARL OF CI/A THAM. 389

of admiration. But we scarcely remember ever to have seen a patient so fr.r

gone in this distemper as Mr Thackeray. He is not satisfied with forcing us
to confess that Pitt was a gCfiaJLorator, a vi^joroiis minister, an hi>nourabIe
and hi^^h-spirited gentleman. He will have it, that all virtues and all accom-
plishments met in his hero. In spite of Gods, men, and columns, J'itt must
be a poet, a poet capable of producing a heroic poem of the first order ; and
we are assured that we ought to find many charms in such lines as these :

—

" Midst all the tumults of the warring sphere,
My light-charged bark may haply glide :

Some gale may waft, some conscious thought shall cheer,
And the small freight unanxious/^//Vj'f."*

Pitt was in the army for a few months in time of peace. Mr Thackeray
accordingly insists on our confessing that, if the young comet had remained
in the ser^•ice, he would have been one of the ablest commanders that ever
livetl. Rut this is not all. Pitt, it seems, was not merely a great poet in

esse, and a great general in ftuse, but a finished example of moral excellence,

the just man made perfect. He was in the right when he attempted to estab-

lish an inquisition, and to give bounties for perjury, in order to get Walpole's
head. He was in the right when he declared Walpole to have been an ex-
cellent minister. He was in the right when, being in opposition, he main-
tained that no peace ought to be made with Spain, till she should formally
renounce the right of search. He was in the right when, being in office, he
silently acquiesced in a treaty by which Spain did not renounce the right of

search. When he left the Duke of Newcastle, when he coalesced with the

Duke of Newcastle, when he thundered against subsidies, when he lavished
subsidies with unexampled profusion, when he execrated the Hanoverian
connection, when he declaretl that I lanover ought to be as dear to us as
Hampshire, he was still invariably speaking the language of a virtuous and
enlightened statesman.

The truth is that there scarcely ever lived a person who had so little claim
to this sort of praise as Pitt. He was undoubtedly a great man. But his was
not a complete and well-proportioned greatness. The public life of Hampden
or of Somers resembles a regidar drama, which can be criticized as a whole,
and every scene of which is to be viewed in connection with the main action.

The public life of Pitt, on the other hand, is a rude though striking piece, a
piece abounding in incongruities, a piece without any unity of plan, but re-

deemed by some noble passages, the effect of which is increased by the tame-
ness or extravagance of what precedes and of what follows. His opinions were^
unfiled. His conduct at some of the most important conjunctures of his life

was evidently determined by pride and resentment. He had one fault, which
of all human faults is most rarely found in company with true greatness. He.
was extremely affccLoL He was an almost solitary instance of a man of real

genius, and ora brave, lofty, and commanding spirit, without simplicity of
character. He was an actor in the Closet, an actor at Council, an actor in

Parliament ; and even in private society he could not lay aside his theatrical

tones and attitudes. We know that one of the Kiost distinguished of his par-
tisans often complained that he could never obtain admittance to Lord
Chatham's room till every thing was ready for the representation, till the
dresses and properties were all correctly disposed, till the light was thro«-n
with Rembrandt-like effect on the head of the illustrious performer, till the
flannels had Ix-en arranged with the air of a Grecian drapery, and the crutch
placed xs gracefully as that of Belisarius or Lear.

Yet, with all his faults and affectations, Pitt had, in a very extraordinary
degree, many of the elements of greatness. He had splendid talents, strong

• The quoC^iiou is faithfully made from Mr Thackeray. Perhaps Pitt wrote gititU id
the fourth line.
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passions, quick sensibility, and vehement enthusiasm, for the grand and the

beautiful. There was something about him which ennobled tergiversation

itself He often went wrong, very wrong. But, to quote the language of

Wordsworth,
" He still retained,

'Mid such abasement, what he h.id received
From nature, an intense and glowing mind."

In an age of low and dirty prostitution, in the age of Doddington and Sandys,

it was something to have a man who might perhaps, under some strong ex-

citement, have been tempted to ruin his country', but who never would have
stooped to pilfer from her, a man whose errors arose, not from a sordid desire

ofgain, but from a fierce thirst for power, for glory, and for vengeance. History

owes to him this attestation, that, at a time when any thing short of direct

embezzlement of the public money was considered as quite fair in public men,
he showed the most scrupulous disiiiterestedness, that, at a time when it seemed
to be generally taken for granted that Government could be upheld only by
the basest and most immoral arts, he appealed to the better and nobler parts

of human nature, that he made a brave and splendid attempt to do, by means
of public opinion, what no other statesman of his day thought it possible to

do, except by means of corruption, that he looked for support, not, like the

Pelhams, to a strong aristocratical connection, not, like Bute, to the personal

favour of the sovereign, but to the middle class of Englishmen, that he in-

spired that class with a firm confidence in his integiity and ability, that, backed
by them, he forced an unwilling court and an unwilling oligarchy to admit
him to an ample share of power, and that he used his i)ower in such a man-
ner as clearly proved him to have sought it, not for the sake of profit or

patronage, but from a^ish to establish for himself a great and durable

tepiitation by means of eminent ser\'ices rendered to the slate.

The family of Pitt was wealthy and respectable. His grandfather was
Governor of Madras, and brought back from India that celebrated diamond
which the Regent Orleans, by the advice of Saint Simon, purchased for up-

wards of two millions of livre.s, and which is still considered as the most
precious of the crown jewels of France. Governor Pitt bought estates and
rotten boroughs, and sat in the House of Commons for Old Sarum. His
son Robert was at one time member for Old Sarum, and at another for Oak-
hampton. Robert had two sons. Thomas, the elder, inherited the estates

and the parliamentary interest of his father. The second was the celebrated

William Pitt.

He was born in November, 1708. About the early part of his life little

more is known than that he w£[?'eclucated at Eton, and that at seventeen he
was entered at Trinity College, O.xford. During the second year of his

residence at the University, George the First died ; and the event was, after

the fashion of that generation, celebrated by the O.xonians in many very

middling copies of verses. On this occasion Pitt published some Latin lines,

which Mr Thackeray has preserved. They prove that the young student had
but a very limited knowledge even of the mechanical part of his art. All

true Etonians will hear with concern that their illustrious school-fellow is

guilty of making the first syllable in labcnti short.* The matter of the poem
is as worthless as that of any college exercise that was ever written before or

since. There is, of course, much about Mars, Themis, Nejitune, and Cocytus.

The Muses are earnestly entreated to weep over the um of Caisar ; for

Caesar, says the Poet, loved the Muses ; Cxsar, who could not read a line

of Pope, and who loved nothing but punch and fat women.
Pitt had been, from his school-days, cruelly tormented by the gout, and

• So Mr rhackeray has printed the poem. But it may be charitably hoped that Pitt

wrote labanii. A
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was at last advised to travel for his healtli. He accordingly left Oxford
without taking a degree, and visited France and Italy. He returned, how-
e\'er, without having received much benetit from his exc-ursion, and continued,

till the close of his life, to suffer most severely from his constitutional malady.
His father was now dead, and had left very little to the younger children.

It was necessar) tliat William should choose a profession. He liecitfed for

the army, and a comet's comraissiou was procured for him in the Blues.

But, small as his fortune was, his famijy had both the power and the in-

clination to serse him. At the general election of 1734, his elder brother

Thomas was chosen both for Old Sarum and for Oakhampton. When
Parliament met in 17^> Thomas made his election to ser\e for Oakhampton,
and \\jlliam^was_jeiu«jeil f«>r Okl Sarum.
Walpole had now been, during fourteen years, at the head of affairs. He

had risen to power under the most favourable circumstances. Tlie whole of

the Whig party, of that party which professed peculiar attachment to the

principles of the Revolution, and which exclusively enjoyed the confidence

of tlie reigning house, had been united in support of his administration.

Happily for him, he had been out of ofBce when the South-Sea Act was
passed ; and, though he does not appear to have foreseen all the consequences
of that measure, he had strenuously opposed it, as he opposed all the meas-
ures, good and bad, of Sunderland's administration. When the South-Sea
Company were voting dividends of fifty per cent., when a hundred pounds
of their stock were selling for eleven hundred pounds, when Threadnecdle
Street was daily crowded with the coaches of dukes and prelates, when
divines and philosophers turned gamblers, when a thousand kindred bubbles
were daily blown into existence, the periwig company, and the Spanish-
jackass company, and the quicksilver-fixation-company, Walpole 's calm good
sease preserved him from the general infatuation. He condemned the pre-

vading madness in public, and turned a considerable sum by taking advant-
age of it in private. When the crash came, when ten thousand families were
reduced to beggary in a day, when the people in the frenzy of their rage and
despair, clamoured, not only against the lower agents in the juggle, but
against the Hanoverian favourites, against the English ministers, against the

King himself, when Parliament met, eager for confiscation and blood, when
membere of the House of Commons proposed that the directors should be
treated hke parricides in ancient Rome, tied up in sacks, and thrown into

the Thames, Walpole was the man on whom all parties turned their eyes.

Four years before he had t)een driven from powerby the intrigues of Sunderland
and Stanhope, and the lead in the House of Commons had been intrusted

to Craggs and Aislabie. Stanhope was no more. Aislabie was expelled
from Parliament on account of his disgraceful conduct regarding the South-
Sea scheme. Craggs was saved by a timely death from a similar mark of
infamy. A large minority in the House of Commons voted for a severe

censure on Sunderland, who, finding it impossible to withstand the force of
the prevailing sentiment, retired from office, and outlived his retirement but
a very short time. The schi.sm which had divided the Whig party was now
completely healed. Walpole had no opposition to encounter except that of
the Tories ; and the Tories were naturally regarded by the King with the
strongest su.spicion and dislike.

For a time business went on with a smo<jthness and a despatch such as had
not been known since the days of the Tudors. During the session of 1 724,
for example, there was hardly a single division except on private bills. It

is not impossible that, by taking the course which Pelham after^vards took,
by admitting into the Government all the rising talents and ambition of the

Whig party, and by making room here and there for a Tory not unfriendly

to the House of Brunswick, Walpnjle might have averted the tremendous
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conflict in which he passed the later years of his administration, ac J in which
he was at length vanquished. The Opposition which overthrew him was an
Opposition created by his own policy, by his o'«m insatiable love of power.

In the very act of forming his Ministry hq turned one of the ablest and
most attached of his supporters into a deadly enemy. Pulteney had strong
public and private claims to a high situation in the new arrangement. His
fortune was immense. His private character was respectable. He was
already a distinguished speaker. He had acquired official experience in an
important post. He had been, through all changes of fortune, a consistent

Whig. When the Whig party was split into two sections, Pulteney had
resigned a valuable place, and had followed the fortunes of Walpole. Yet,

when Walpole returned to power, Pulteney was not invited to take office.

An angry discussion took place between the friends. The Ministry offered

a peerage. It was impossible for Pulteney not to discern the motive of such
an offer. He indignantly refused to accept it. For some time he continued
to brood over his wrongs, and to watch for an opportunity of revenge. As
soon as a favourable conjuncture arrived he joined the minority, and became
the greatest leader of Opposition that the House of Commons had ever seen.

Of all the members of the Cabinet Carteret was the m.ost eloquent and
accomplished. His talents for debate were of the first order ; his knowledge
of foreign affairs was superior to that of any living statesman ; his attachment
to the Protestant succession v/as undoubted. But there war. not room in one
Government for him and Walpole. Carteret retired, and was, from that

time forward, one of the most persevering and formidable enemies of his

old colleague.

If there was any man with whom Walpole could have consented to make
a partition of power, that man M'as I>ord TownsJieud- They were distant

kinsmen by birth, near kinsmen by marriage. They had been friends from
childhood. They had been school-fellows at Eton. They were country
neighbours in Norfolk. They had been in office together under Godolphin.
They had gone into opposition together when Harley rose to power. They
had been persecuted by the same House of Commons. They had, after the

death of Anne, been recalled together to office. They had again been driven

out together by Sunderland, and had again come back together when the in-

fluence of Sunderland had declined. Their opinions on public affairs almost

always coincided. Thej were both men of frank, generous, and compassionate
natures. Their intercom-se had been for many years affectionate and cordial.

But the ties of blood, of marriage, and of friendship, the memory of mutual
services, the memory of common triumphs and common disasters, were in-

sufficient to restrain that ambition which domineered over all the virtues and
yiccs of Walpole. He was resolved, to use his own metaphor, that the firm

of the house should be, not Townshend and Walpole, but Walpole and
Townshend. At length the rivals proceeded to personal abuse before a large

company, seized each other by the collar, and grasped their swords. Tlie

women squalled. The men parted the combatants. By friendly intervention

the scandal of a duel between cousins, brothers-in-law, old friends, and old

colleagues, was prevented. But the disputants could not long continue to

act together. Townshend retired, and, with rare moderation and public

spirit, refused to take any part in politics. He could not, he said, trust hi.s

temper. He feared that the recollection of his private wrongs might impel
him to follow the example of Pulteney, and to oppose measures which he
thought generally beneficial to the country. He therefore never visited

I ,ondon after his resignation, but passed the closing years of his life in dignity

aiul repose among his trees and pictures at Rainham.
Next went C"hesttrficld. He too was a Whig and a friend of the Protestant

succession. He was an orator, a courtier, a wit, aid a man of letters. He
was at the head of /(?« in days when, in order to l>c at the head of ion, it was
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not sufficient to be dull and supercilious. It was evident that he submitted
impatiently to the ascendency of W'alpole. He murmured against the Excise

Bill. I lis brothers voted against it in the House of Commons. The -Minister

acted with characteristic caution and characteristic energy ; caution in the

conduct of public affairs ; energy where his own supremacy was concenicd.

He withdrew his liill, and turned out all his hostile or wavering colleagues.

Chesterfield was stopped on the great staircase of St James's, and summoned
to deliver up the statt which he bore as Lord Steward of the Household. A
crowd of noble and powerful functionaries, the Dukes of Montrose and
Bolton, Lord Burlington, Lord Stair, Lord Cobham, Lord Marchmont, Lord
Clifton, were at the same time dismissed from the service of the Crown.
Not long after these events the Opposition was reinforced by the Duke

of Argyle, a man vainglorious indeetl and fickle, but brave, eloquent and
ptipular. It was in a great measure owing to his exertions that the Act of

Settlement had been peaceably carried into effect in England immediately
after the death of Anne, and that the Jacobite rebellion which, during the

following year, broke out in Scotland, had been suppressed. He too carried

over to the minority the aid of his great name, his talents, and his paramount
influence in his native country.

In each of these cases taken separately, a skilful defender of Walpole might
perhaps make out a case for him. But when we see that during a long course

of years all the footsteps are turned the same way, that all the most emuient
of those public men who agreed with the Minister in their general views of

policy left him, one after another, with Sore and irritated minds, we find it

impossible not to believe that the real explanation of the pha;nomenon is to

be found in the words of his son, " Sir Robert Walpole loved power so much

)

that he would not endure a rival." Hume has described this famous miniiter

with great felicity in one short sentence,— " moderate in exercising power,
not equitable in engiossing it." Kind-hearted, jovial, and placable as Wal-
pole was, he was yet a man with whom no person of high pretensions and
high spirit could long continue to act. He had, therefore, to stand against

an Opposition containing all the most accomplished statesmen of the age,

with no better support than that which he received from persons like his

brother Horace" or Henry Pelham, whose industrious mediocrity gave no
cause for jealousy, or from clever adventurers, whose situation and character

diminished the dread which their talents might have inspired. To this last

class belonged Fox, who was too poor to live without office ; Sir William
Yonge, of whom Walpole himself said, that nothing but such parts could
buoy uy such a character, and that nothing but such a character could
drag down such parts ; and Winninglon, whose private morals lay, justly

or unjustly, under imputations of the worst kind.

The discontented Whigs were, not perhaps in number, but certainly in

abihty, exjx'rience, and weight, by far the most important part of the Opposi-
tion. The Tories furnished little more than rows of ponderous foxhunters,

fat with Staffordshire or Devonshire ale, men who drank to the King over
the water, and believcKl that all the fundholders were Jews, men whose reli-

gion consisted in hating the Dissenters, and whose political researches had
letl them to fear, like Squire Western, that their land might be sent over to

Hanover to be put in the sinking-fund. The eloquence of these zealous

squires, the remnant of the once formidable October Club, seldom went
beyond a hearty Ay or No. Ver\- few memljers of this party had distin-

guished themselves much in Parliament, or could, under any circumstances,
have been called to fill any high office ; and those few had generally, like Sir

William Wyndham, learned in the company of their new associates the
doctrines of toleration and political liberty, and might indeed with strict

propriety be calletl Whigs.
It was to the Whigs in Opposition, the patriots, as they were called, that
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the most distinguished of the English youth who at this season entered into

public life attached themselves. These inexperienced politicians felt all the

enthusiasm which the name of liberty naturally excites in young and ardent

minds. They conceived that the theory of the Tor>' Opposition and the

practice of Walpole's Government were aUke inconsistent with the principles

of liberty. They accordingly repaired to the standard which Pulteney had
set up. While opposing the Whig minister, they professed a firm adherence
to the purest doctrines of Whiggism. He was the schismatic ; they were the

true Catholics, the peculiar people, the depositaries of the orthodox faith of

Hampden and Russell, the one sect which, amidst the coiTuptions generated

by time and by the long possession of power, had preserv'ed inviolate the

principles of the Revolution. Of the young men who attached themselves to

this portion of the Opposition the most distinguished were Lyttelton and Pitt.

When Pitt entered Parliament, the whole political world was attentively

watching the progress of an event which soon added great strength to the

Opposition, and particularly to that section of the Opposition in which the

young statesman enrolled himself The Prince of Wales was gradually be-

coming more and more estranged from his father and his father's ministers,

and more and more friendly to the patriots.

Nothing is more natural than that, in a monarchy where a constitutional

Opposition exists, the heir-apparent of the throne should put himself at the

head of that Opposition. He is impelled to such a course by every feeling

of ambition and of vanity. He cannot be more than second in the estima-

tion of the party which is in. He is sure to be the first member of the party

which is out. The highest favour which the existing administration can ex-

pect from him is that he will not discard them. But, if he joins the Oppo-
sition, all his associates expect that he will promote them ; and the feelings

which men entertain towards one from whom they hope to obtain great ad-

vantages which they have not are far warmer than the feelings with which
they regard one who, at the very utmost, can only leave them in possession

of what they already have. An heir-apparent, therefore, who wishes to enjoy,

in the highest perfection, all the pleasure that can be derived from eloquent

flattery and profound respect will always join those who are struggling to force

themselves into power. This is, we believe, the true explanation of a fact

which Lord Granville attributed to some natural peculiarity in the illustrious

House of Brunswick. *' This family," said he at Council, we suppose after

his daily half-gallon of Burgimdy, "always has quarelled, and always will

quarrel, from generation to generation." He should have known something
of the matter ; for he had been a favourite \vith three successive gerterations

of the royal house. We cannot quite admit his explanation ; but the fact is

indisputal)le. Since the accession of George the First, there have been four

Princes of Wales, and they have all been almost constantly in Opposition.

Whatever might have been the motives which induced Prince Frederick to

join the party opposed to Sir Robert Walpole, his support infused into many
members of that party a courage and an energy of which they stood greatly in

need. Hitherto it had been impossible for the discontented Whigs not to

feel some misgivings when they found themselves dividing, night after night,

with uncompromising Jacobites who were known to be in constant com-
munication with the exiled family, or with Tories who had impeached
Somers, who b.ad murmured against Harley and St John as too remiss in the

cause of the Church and the landed interest, and who, if they were not in-

clined to attack the reigning family, yet considered the introduction of that

family as, at best, only the less of two great evils, as a necessary but painful

and humiliating preservative against Popery. TTie Minister might plausibly

say that Pulteney and Carteret, in the hope of gratifying their own appetite

for office and for revenge, did not scruple to serve the purposes of a faction
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hostile to the Protestant succession. The appearance of Frederick at the

head of the patriots silenced this reproach. The leaders of the Opposition
might now boast that their course was sanctioned by a person as deeply in-

terested as the King himself in maintaining the Act of Settlement, and that,

instead of ser\ing the purposes of the Tor)' party, they had brought that party
over to the side of Whiggism. It must indeed be admitted that, though both
the King and tlie Prince behaved in a manner little to their honour, though
the father acted harshly, the son disrespectfully, and both childishly, the royal
family was rather strengthened than weakened by the disagreement of its two
most distinguished members. A large class of politicians, who had considered
themselves as placed under sentence of peqietual exclusion from office, and
who, in their despair, had been almost ready to join in a counter-revolution
as the only mode of removing the proscription under which they lay, now
saw with pleasure an easier and safer road to power opening Ijefore them, and
thought it far better to wait till, in the natural course of things, the Crown
should descend to the heir of the House of Brunswick, than to risk their lands
and their necks in a rising for the House of Stuart. The situation of the royal

family resembled the situation of those Scotch families in which father and
son took opposite sides during the rebellion, in order that, come what might,
the estate might not be forfeited.

In April, 1736, Frederick was married to the Princess of Saxe Gotha, with
whom he afterwards lived on terms very similar to those on which his father

had lived with Queen Caroline. The Prince adored his wife, and thought
her in mind and person the most attractive of her sex. But he thought that

conjugal fidelity was an unprincely virtue ; and, in order to be like Ilenrj' the
Fourth and the Regent Orleans, he affected a libertinism for which he had
no taste, and frequently quitted the only woman whom he loved for ugly and
disagreeable mistresses.

The address which the House of Commons presented to the King on the
occasion of the Prince's marriage was moved, not by the Minister, but by
Pulteney, the leader of the \Miigs in Opposition. It was on this motion that

Pitt, who had not broken silence during the session in which he took his seat,

addressed the House for the first time. " A contemporaiy historian," says
Mr Thackeray, "descrilx^s Mr Pitt's first speech as superior even to the models
of ancient elixjuence. According to Tindal, it was more ornamented than
the speeches of Demosthenes and less diffuse than those of Cicero." This
unmeaning phrase has been a hundred times quoted. That it should ever
have been quoted, except to be laughed at, is strange. The vogue which it

has obtained may ser\'e to show in how slovenly a way most people are con-
tent to think. Did Tindal, who first used it, or Archdeacon Coxe and Mr
Thackeray, who have borrowed it, ever in their lives hear any speaking which
did not deser\e the same compliment? Did they ever hear speaking less

ornamented than that of Demosthenes, or more diffuse than that of Cicero ?

We know no living orator, from Lord Brougham down to Mr Hunt, who is

not entitled to the same eulogy. It would be no very flattering compliment
to a man's figure to say, that he was taller than the Polish Count, and shorter
than Giant O'Brien, fatter than ihe A naiomtir Vivante, and more slender than
Daniel Lambert.

Pitt's speech, as it is reported in the Gentleman's Magazine, certainly de-
serves Tindal's compliment, and deserves no other.

It is just as empty and wordy as a maiden speech on such an occasion

might be expected to lie. But the fluency and the personal advantages of

the young orator instantly caught the ear and eye of his audience. I le was,
from the day of his first appearance, always heard with attention ; and ex-

ercise soon developed the great powers which he possessed.

In our time, the audience of a member of Parliament is the nation. The
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three or four hundred persons who may be present while a speech is delivered

may be pleased or disgusted by the voice and action of the orator ; but, in

the reports which are read the next day by hundreds of thousands, the differ-

ence between the noblest and the meanest figure, between the richest and
the shrillest tones, between the most graceful and the most uncouth gesture,

altogether vanishes. A hundred years ago, scarcely any report of what
passed within the walls of the House of Commons was suffered to get abroad.

In those times, therefore, the impression which a speaker might make on the

persons who actually heard him was every thing. His fame out of doors

depended entirely on the report of those who were within the doors. In the

Parliaments of that time, therefore, as in the ancient commonwealths, those

qualifications which enhance the immediate effect of a speech, were far more
important ingredients in the composition of an orator than at present. All

those qualifications Pitt possessed in the highest degree. On the stage, he
would have been the finest Brutus or Coriolanus ever seen. Those who saw
him in his decay, when his health was broken, when his mind was untuned,

when he had been removed from that stormy assembly of which he thoroughly
knew the temper, and over which he possessed unbounded influence, to a

small, a torpid, and an unfriendly audience, say tliat his speaking was then,

for the most part, a low, monotonous muttering, audible only to those who sat

close to him, that when violently excited, he sometimes raised his voice for

a few minutes, but that it soon sank again into an unintelligible murmur_j^
Such was the Earl of Chatham ; but such was not William Pitt. His figureT^

when he first appeared in Parliament, was strikingly graceful and command-
ing, his features high and noble, his eye full of fire. His voice, even when
it sank to a whisper, was heard to the remotest benches ; and when he
strained it to its full extent, the sound rose like the swell of the organ of a

great cathedral, shook the house with its peal, and was heard through lob-

bies and down staircases, to the Court of Requests and the precincts of West-
minster Hall. He cultivated all these eminent advantages with the most
assiduous care. His action is described by a very malignant obseri'er as

equal to that of Garrick. His play of countenance was wonderful : he fre-

quently disconcerted a hostile orator by a single glance of indignation or

scorn. Every tone, from the impassioned cry to the thrilling aside was per-

fectly at his command. It is by no means improbable that the pains which

he took to improve his great personal advantages had, in some respects, a

prejudicial operation, and tended to nourish in him that passion for theatrical

effect which, as we have already remarked, was one of the most conspicuous

blemishes in his character.

But it was not solely or principally to outward accomplishments that Pitt

owed the vast influence which, during nearly thirty years, he exercised over

the House of Commons. He was undoubtedly a great orator ; and, from

the descriptions of his contemporaries, and the fragments of his speeches

which still remain, it is not difficult to discover the nature and extent of his

oratorical powers.
He was no speaker of .set sjieeches. His few prepared discourses were

complete failures. The elaborate panegyric which he pronounced on Gene-
ral Wolfe was considered as the ^ery worst of all his performances. " No
man," says a critic who had often heard him, "ever knew so little what he
was going to say." Indeed hi; facility amounted to a vice. He was not

the master, but the slave of his own speech. So little self-command had he
when once he felt the impulse, that he did not like to take part in a debate

when his mind was full of an important secret of state. " I must sit still,"

he once said to Lord Shelburne on such an occasion ; "for, when once I

am up, every thing that is in my mind comes oat."

Vet he was not a great debater. That he should not have been so when
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first he entered the House of Commons is not strange. Scarcely any person
has ever become so without long practice, and many failures. It was by
^low degrees, as Burke said, that the late Mr Fox became the most brilliant

.-ind powerful debater that ever lived. Mr Fox himself attributed his own
success to the resolution which he fonncd when ver)' young, of speaking,
well or ill, at least once every night. "During five whole sessions," he
used to say, " I spoke every night but one ; and 1 regret only that I did not
speak on that night too." Indeed, with the exception of Mr Stanley, whose
knowledge of the science of parliamentar}- defence resembles an instinct, it

would lie difficult to name any eminent debater who has not made himself
a master of his art at the expense of his audience.

But as this art is one which even the ablest men have seldom acquired
without long practice, so it is one which men of respectable abilities, with
assiduous and intrepid practice, seldom fail to acquire. It is singular that
in such an art, Pitt, a man of splendid talents, of great fluency, of great
boldness, a man whose whole life was passed in parliamentary conflict, a
man who, during several years, was the leading minister of the Crown in

the House of Commons, should never have attained to high excellence. He
. spoke without premeditation ; but his speech followed the course of his own
I
thoughts and not the course of the preN-ious discussion. He could, indeed,
treasure up in his memorj- some detached expression of a hostile orator, and
make it the text for lively ridicule or solemn reprehension. Some of the
most celebrated bursts of his eloquence were called forth by an unguarded
word, a laugh, or a cheer. But this was the only sort of reply in which he
appears to have excelled. He was perhaps the only great English orator
who did not think it any advantage to have the last word, and who gener-
ally spoke by choice before his most forrnidable opponents. His merit was

i, almost entirely rhetorical. He did not succeed either in exposition or in
> refutation ; but his speeches abounded with lively illustrations, striking

apophthegms, well told anecdotes, happy allusions, passionate appeals. His
invective and sarcasm were terrific Perhaps no English orator was ever
so much feared.

But that which gave most effect to his declamation was the air of sincerity,

of vehement feeling, of moral elevation, which belonged to all that he said.

His style was not always in the purest taste. Several contemporary judges
pronounced it too florid. Wnlpole, in the midst of the rapturous eulogy
which he pronounces on one of Pitt's greatest orations, owns that some of
the metaphors were too forced. Some of Pitt's quotations and classical

stories are too trite for a clever schoolboy. But these were nicaies for
which the audience cared little. The enthusiasm of the orator infected all

who heard him ; his ardour and his noble Ixraring put fire into the most
frigid conceit, and gave flignity to the most jnicrile aliu-^ion.

His powers soon l>egan to give annoyance to the Government ; and Wal-
pole determined to make an example of the patriotic comet. Pitt was
accordingly di.smissed from the .senice. Mr Thackeray says that the Minis-
ter took this step, l)ecause he plainly saw that it would have been vain to
think of buying over so honourable and disinterested an opponent. We do
not dispute Pitt's integrity ; but we do not know what i)roof he had given
of it when he was turned out of the army ; and we are sure that Walpolc
was not likely to give credit for inflexili'le honesty to a young adventurer
.who had never had an opportunity of refusing anything. The tnith is, that
lit was not Walnole's practice to buy off enemies. Mr Burke tnilv says, in
the .\p]ieal to the Old Whigs, that Walpole g.nined very few over' from the
Opposition. Indeed that great minister knew his business far t<xj well.
He knew that for one mouth, which is stopped with a place, fifty other
mouths will be instantly opened. He knew llut it would have been very
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bad policy in him to give the world to understand that more was to be got

by thwarting his measures than by supporting them. These maxims are as

old as the origin of parliamentary corruption in England. Pepys learned

them, as he tells us, from, the counsellors of Charles the Second.

Pitt was no loser. He was made Groom of the Bedchamber to the Prince

of Wales, and continued to declaim against the ministers wath unabated vio-

lence and with increasing ability. The question of maritime right, then

agitated between .Spain and England, called forth all his powers. He cla-

moured for war with a vehemence which it is not easy to reconcile with reason

or humanity, but which appears to Mr Thackeray worthy of the highest ad-

miration. We will not stop to argue a point on which we had long thought

that all well informed people were agreed. We could easily show, we think,

that, if any respect be due to international law, if right, where societies of

men are concerned, be anything but another name for might, if we do not

adopt the doctrine of the Buccaneers, which seems to be also the doctrine

of Mr Thackeray, that treaties mean nothing within thirty degrees of the

line, the war with Spain was altogether unjustifiable. But the tnjth is, that

the promoters of that war have saved the historian the trouble of trying them.

They have pleaded guilty. " I have seen," says Burke, " and with some
care examined, the original documents concerning certain important transac-

tions of those rimes. They perfectly satisfied me of the extreme injustice of

that war, and of the falsehood of the colours which Walpole, to his rum,

and guided by a mistaken policy, suffered to be daubed over that measure.

Some years after, it was my fortune to converse with many of the principal

actors against that minister, and with those who principally excited that cla-

mour. None of them, no not one, did in the least defend the measure, or

attempt to justify their conduct. They condemned it as freely as they would

have done in commenting upon any proceeding in history in which they were

totally unconcerned." Pitt, on subsequent occasions, gave ample proof that

he was one of those tardy penitents. But his conduct, even where it ap-

peared most criminal to himself, appears admirable to his biographer.

The elections of 1741 were unfavourable to Walpole ; and after along
and obstinate struggle he found it necessary to resign. The Duke of New-
castle and Lord Hardwicke opened a negotiation with the leading patriots,

in the hope of forming an administration on a Whig basis. At this conjunc-

ture, Pitt and those persons who were most nearly connected with him acted

in a manner very little to their honour. They attempted to come to an un-

derstanding with Walpole, and offered, if he would use his influence with

the King in their favour, to screen him from prosecution. They even went

so far as to engage for the concurrence of the Prince of Whales. But W^al-

pole knew that the assistance of the Boys, as he called the young patriots,

would avail him nothing if Pulteney and Carteret should prove intractable,

and would be superfluous if the great leaders of the Opposition could be

gained. lie, therefore, declined the proposal. It is remarkable that Ml
Thackeray, who has thought it worth while to preser\'e Pitt's bad college

verses, has not even alluded to this story, a story which is supported by
strong testimony, and which may be found in so common a book as Coxe's

Life of Walpole.
The new arrangements disappointed almost every member of the Oppo-

sition, and none more than Pitt. He was not invited to become a place-

man ; and he therefore stuck firmly to his old trade of patriot. Fortunate

it was for him that he did so. Had he taken office at this time, he would in

all probability have shared largely in the unpopularity of Pulteney, Sandys,

and Carteret. He was now the fiercest and most implacable of those who
called for vengeance on Walpole. He spoke with great energy and ability

in favour of the most unjust and violent propositions which the enemies of
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the fallen minister could invent. He urged the House of Commons to ap-

point a secret tribunal for the puqH)se of investigatinjj the conduct of the

late First Lord of the Treasury. This was done. The great majority of the

inquisitors were notoriously hostile to the accused statesman. Net they were
compelled to own that they could find no fault in him. They therefore

called for new powers, for a bill of indemnity to witnesses, or, in plain words,

for a bill to reward all who might give evidence, true or false, against the

Earl of Orford. This bill Pitt supported, Pitt, who had himself offered to

be a screen between Lord Orford and public justice. These are melanclxjly

facts. Mr Thackeray omits them, or hurries over them as fast as he can
;

and, as eulog>- is his business, he is in the right to do so. But, though there

are many parts of the life of Pitt which it is more agreeable to contemplate,
we know none more instructive. What must have been the general state of

political morality, when a young man, considered, and justly considered, as

the most public-spinted and spotless statesman of his time, could attempt
to force his way into office by means so disgraceful

!

The Bill of Indemnity was rejected by the Lords. Walpole withdrew
himself quietly from the public eye ; and the ample space which he had left

vacant was soon occupied by Carteret. Against Carteret Pitt began to

thunder with as much zeal as he had ever manifested against Sir Robert. To
Carteret he transferred mdst of the hard names which were familiar to his

eloquence, sole minister, wicked minister, odious minister, execrable minis-

ter. The chief topic of Pitt's invective was the favour shown to the German
dominions of the House of Brunswick. He attacked with great violence,

and with an ability which raised him to the very first rank among the par-

liamentary speakers, the practice of paying Hanoverian troops with English
money. The House of Commons had lately lost some of its most distin-

guished ornaments. Walpole and Pulteney had accepted peerages ; Sir

William W)-ndham was dead ; and among the rising men none could be
considered as, on the whole, a match for Pitt.

During the recess of 1744, the old Duchess of Marlborough died. She
carried to her grave the reputation of being decidedly the best hater of her
time. Vet her love had been infinitely more destructive than her hatred.

More than thirty years before, her temf)er had ruined the party to which she
belonged and the husband whom she adored. Time had made her neither

wiser nor kinder. Whoever was at any moment great and prosperous was the
object of her fiercest detestation. She had hated Walpole ; she now hated Car-
teiet. Pope, long before her death, predicted the fate of her vast property.

"To heirs unknown descends the unguarded store,

Or wanders, heaven-dirccled, to the poor."

Pitt was then one of the poor ; and to him Heaven directed a portion of
the wealth of the haughty Dowager. She left him a legacy of ten thousand
pounds, in consideration of " the noble defence he had made for the support
of the laws of England, and to prevent the ruin of his country."
The will was made in August. The Duchess died in October. In

November Pitt was a courtier. The Pelhams had forced the King, much
against his will, to part with Lord Carteret, who had now become Earl
Granville. They proceeded, after this victory, to form the Government on
that basis, called by the cant name of " the broad bottom." Lyttelton had
a seat at the Treasiiry, and several other friends of Pitt were provided for.

But Pitt himself was, for the present, forced to be content with promises.
The King re.-ented most highly some expressions which the ardent orator

had used in the debate on the Hanoverian troops. But Newcastle and
Pelham expressed the strongest confidence that time and their exertions

would soften the royal displeasure.

Pitt, on his part, omitted nothing that might facilitate his admission to
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office. He resigned his place in the household of Prince Frederick, and,
when Parliament met, exerted his eloquence in support of the Government.
The Pelhams were really sincere in their endeavours to remove the strong
prejudices which had taken root in the King's mind. They knew that Pitt

was not a man to be deceived with ease or offended with impunity. They
were afraid that they should not be long able to put him off with promises.

Nor was it their interest so to put him off. There was a strong tie between
him and them. He was the enemy of their enemy. The brothers hated and
dreaded the eloquent, aspiring, and imperious Granville. They had traced

his intrigues in many quarters. They knew his influence over the royal

mind. They knew that, as soon as a favourable opportunity should arrive,

he would be recalled to the head of affairs. They resolved to bring things

to a crisis ; and the question on which they took issue with their master was,
whether Pitt should or should not be admitted to office ? They chose their

time with more skill than generosity. It was when rebellion was actually

raging in Britain, when the Pretender was master of the northern extremity

of the island, that they tendered their resignations. The King found himself
deserted, in one day, by the whole strength of that party which had placed
his family on the throne. Lord Granville tried to form a government ; but
it soon appeared that the parliamentary interest of the Pelhams was irresis-

tible, and that the King's favourite statesman could count only on about
thirty Lords and eighty members of the House of Commons. The scheme
was given up. Granville went away laughing. The ministers came back
stronger than ever ; and the King was now no longer able to refuse any thing

that they might be pleased to demand. He could only mutter that it was
very hard that Newcastle, who was not fit to be chamberlain to the most in-

significant prince in Germany, should dictate to the King of England.
One concession the ministers graciously made. They agreed that Pitt

should not be placed in a situation in which it would be necessary for him
to have frequent interviews with the King. Instead, therefore, of making
their new ally Secretary-at-War as they had intended, they appointed him
Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, and in a few months promoted him to the office

of Paymaster of the Forces.

This was, at that time, one of the most lucrative offices in the Government.
The salary was but a small part of the emolument which the Paymaster de-

rived from his place. He was allowed to keep a large sum, which, even in

time of peace, was seldom less than one hundred thousand pounds, constantly

in his hands ; aiul tiie interest on this sum he might appropriate to his own use.

This practice was not secret, nor was it considered as disreputable. It was the

practice of men of undoubted honour, both before and after the time of Pitt.

lie, however, refused to accept one farthing beyond the .salary which tlie law
had annexed to his office. It had been usual for foreign princes who received

the pay of England to give to the Paymaster of the Forces a small per centage

on the subsidies. These ignominious vails Pitt resolutely declined.

Disinterestedness of this kind was, in his days, very rare. His conduct
.surprised and amused politicians. It excited the warmest admiration through-

out the body of the people. In spite of the inconsistencies of which Pitt had
been guilty, in spite of the strange contrast between his violence in Opposi-

tion and his tameness in office, he still possessed a large share of the public

confidence. The motives which may lead a politician to change his connec-

tions or his general line of conduct are often obscure ; but disinterestedness

in pecuniary matters every body can understand. Pitt was thenceforth con-

sidered as a man who was proof to all sordid temptations. If he acted ill,

it might be from an error in judgment ; it might be from resentment ; it

might be from ambition. But poor as he was, he had vindicated liimself

from all suspicion of covetousness.
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Eight quiet years followed, eight years during v hich the minority, which

had been feeble ever since Lord (Iranville had been overthrown, continued

to dwindle till it became almost invisible. Peace was made w ith France and
Spain in 1748. Prince Frederick died in 175 1 ; and wirh him died tlie very

semblance of opposition. All the most distinguished survivors of the jiarty

which had supported Walpole anil of the party which had opposed him were
united under his successor. The fiery and vehement spirit of Pitt had for a

time been laid to rest. He silently acquiesced in that very system of con-

tinental measures which he had lately condemned. He ceased to talk dis

respectfully about Hanover. He did not object to the treaty with Spain,

though that treaty left us exactly where we had been when he uttered his

spirit-stirring harangues against the pacific jiolicy of Walpole. Now and
then glimpses of his former self appeared ; but they were few and transient.

Pelham knew with w hom he had to deal, and felt that an ally, so little used

to control, and so capable of inflicting injury, might well be indulged in an

occasional fit of waywardness.
Two men, little, if at all, inferior to Pitt in powers of mind, held, like

him, subordinate offices in the government. One of these, Murray, was suc-

cessively Solicitor-General and Attorney-General. This distinguished person

far surpassed Pitt in correctness of taste, in power of reasoning, in depth and
variety of knowledge. His parliamentary eloquence never blazed into sud-

den flashes of dazzling brilliancy ; but its clear, placid, and mellow splendour
was never for an instant overclouded. Intellectually he was, we believe,

fully equal to Pitt ; but he was deficient in tlie moral qualities to which Pitt

owed most of his success. Murray wanted the energy, the courage, the all-

gia>ping and all-risking ambition, which make men great in stirring times.

I lis heart was a little cold, his temper cautious even to timidity, his manners
decorous even to fomiality. He never exposed his fortunes or his fame to

any risk which he could avoid. At one time he might, in all probability,

have l)een Prime Minister. But the object of his wishes was the judicial

lx.nch. The situation of Chief Justice might not be so splendid as that of

First Lord of the Trexsury ; but it was dignified ; it was quiet ; it was
secure ; and therefore it was the favourite situation of Murray.

Fox, the father of the great man whose mighty efforts in the cause of peace,

of truth, and of liberty, have made that name immortal, was Secretary-at-

War. He was a favourite with the King, with the Duke of Cumberland, and
with some of the most powerful members of the great Whig connection. His
parliamentary talents were of the highest order. As a speaker he was in

almost all respects the very opposite to Pitt. His figure was ungracefiil

;

his face, as Reynolds and Nollekens have preserved it to us, indicated a
.strong understanding ; but the features were coarse, and the general aspect

dark and lowering. His manner was awkward ; his delivery was hesitating

;

he was often at a stand for want of a word ; but as a debater, as a master of

that keen, weighty, manly logic, which is suited to the discussion of political

([uestions, he has perhaps never l^een surpassed except by his son. In rejjly

he was as decidedly superior to Pitt as in declamation he was Pitt's inferior.

Intellectually the balance was nearly even between the rivals. But here,

again, the moral qualities of Pitt turned the scale. Pox had undoubtedly
many virtues. In natural disposition as well xs in talents, he bore a great

resemblance to his more celebrated son. He had the same sweetness of

temper, the same strong passions, the same openness, boldness, and im-
pttuosity, the same cordiality towards friends, the same placability towards
enemies. No man was more warmly or justly beloved by his family or by
his associates. But unhappily he had been trained in a bad political school,

in a school, the doctrines of which were, thai political virtue is the mere
coquetry of political prostitution, that every patriot has his price, tliat Go-
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vemment can be carried on only by means of corraption, and that the state

is given as a prey to statesmen. 'ITiese maxims were too much in vogue
throughout the lower ranks of Walpole's party, and were too much en-

couraged by Walpole himself, who, from contempt of what is in our day
vulgarly called humbug, often ran extravagantly and offensively into the

opposite extreme. The loose political morality of Fox presented a remark-
able contrast to the ostentatious purity of Pitt. The nation distrusted the

former, and placed implicit confidence in the latter. But almost all the

statesmen of the age had still to learn that the confidence of the nation was
worth having. While things went on quietly, while there was no opposition,

while every thing was given by the favour of a sm.all ruling junto, Fox had a
decided advantage over Pitt ; but when dangerous times came, when Europe
was convulsed with war, when Parliament was broken up into factions, when
the pubHc mind was violently excited, the favourite of the people lose to

supreme power, while his rival sank into insignificance.

Early in the year 1754 Henry Pelham died unexpectedly. " Now I shall

have no more peace," exclaimed the old King, when he heard the news.

He was in the right. Pelham had succeeded in bringing together and
keeping together all the talents of the kingdom. By his death, the highest

post to which an English subject can aspire was left vacant ; and at the same
moment, the mfluence which had yoked together and reined in so many tur-

bulent and ambitious spirits was withdrawn.
Within a week after Pelham's death, it was determmed that the Duke of

Newcastle should be placed at the head of the Treasury ; but the arrange-

ment was still far from complete. Who was to be the leading M mister of

the Crown in the House of Commons? Was the office to be intrusted to a

man of emment talents? And would not such a man in such a place demand
and obtain a larger share of power and patronage than Newcastle would be
disposed to concede ? Was a mere drudge to be employed ? And what
probabdity was there that a mere drudge would be able to manage a large

and stormy assembly, abounding with able and experienced men ?

Pope has said of that wretched miser Sir John Cutler,

" Cutler saw tenants break and houses fall

For very want : he could not build a wall."

Newcastle's love of power resembled Cutler's love of money. It was an
avarice which thwarted itself, a penny-wise and pound-foolish cupidity. An
immediate outlay was so painful to him that he would not venture to make
the most desirable im]3rovement. If he could have found it in his heart to

cede at once a portion of his authority, he might probably have ensured the

continuance of what remained. But he thought it better to construct a weak
and rotten government, which tottered at the smallest breath, and fell in the

first storm, than to pay the necessary price for sound and durable materials.

He wished to find some person who would be willing to accept the lead

of the House of Commons on terms similar to those on which Secretary

Craggs had acted under Sunderland, five-and-thirty years before. Craggs
could hardly be called a minister. He was a mere agent for the Minister.

He was not trusted with the higher secrets of state, but obeyed implicitly

the directions of his superior, and was, to use Doddington's expression,

merely Lord Sunderland's man. But times were changed. Since the days

of Sunderland, the importance of the House of Commons had been con-

stantly on the increase. During many years the person who conducted the

business of the Government in that House had almost always been Prime
Minister. Under these circumstances, it was not to be supposed that any
person who possessed the talents necessary for the situation, would stoop to

accept it on such terms as Newcastle was disposed to ofTer.

Pitt was ill at Bath ; and, had he been well and in London, neither the

King nor Newcastle would have been disposed to make any overtures to
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him. The cool and wary Murray had set his heart on professional objects.

Negotiations were opened with Fox. Newcastle behaved like himself, that

is to say, childishly and basely. The proposition which he made was, that

F'ox should be Secretarj' of State, with the lead of the Mouse of Commons

;

that the disposal of the secret-service-money, or, in plain words, the business

of buying members of Parliament, should be left to the First Lord of the

Treasury ; but tliat Fox should be exactly informed of the way in which
this fund was employed.
To these conditions Fox assented. But the next day every thing was in

confusion. Newcastle had changed his mind. The conversation which took
place between Fox and the Duke is one of the most curious m English his-

tory. " My brother,'' said Newcastle, " when he was at the Treasury, never
told anybody what he did with the secret-service-money. No more will I.'.'

The answer was obvious. Pelham had been, not only First Lord of the

Treasury, but also manager of the House of Commons ; and it was therefore

unnecessary for him to confide to any other person his dealings with the

members of that House. " But how,' said Fox. " can I lead in the Com-
m.ons without information on this head ? How can I talk to gentlemen when
I do not know which of them have received gratifications and which have
not ? And who,' he continued. " is to have the disposal of places ?

"— '• I

m>'self, " said the Duke. — '" How then am I to manage the House of Com-
mons ?"— ** Oh, let the members of the House of Commons come to me."
Fox then mentioned the general election which was approaching, and asked
how the ministerial boroughs were to be filled up. " Do not trouble your-

self," said Newcastle ;
'* that is all settled." This was too much for human

nature to t)ear. Fox refused to accept the Secretaryship of State on such
terms ; and the Duke confided the management of the House of Commons
to a dull, harmless man, whose name is almost forgotten in our time. Sir

Thomas Robinson.
When Pitt returned from Bath he affected great moderation, though his

haughty soul was boiling with resentment. He did not complain of the
manner in which he had been passed by, but said openly that, in his opinion,

Fox was the fittest man to lead the House of Commons. The rivals, recon-

ciled by their common interest and their common enmities, concerted a
plan of operations for the next session. " Sir Thomas Robinson lead us !

"

said Pitt to Fox. " The Duke might an well send his jack-boot to lead us."

The elections of 1754 were favourable to the administration. But the

aspect of foreign affairs was threatening. In India the English and the P'rcnch

had been employed, ever since the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, in cutting each
other's throats. They had lately taken to the same practice in America.
It might have been foreseen that stirring times were at hand, times which
woulcT call for abilities very different from those of Newcastle and Robinson.

In November the Parliament met ; and Ixifore the end of that month the

new Secretary of State had l)een so unmercifully baited by the Paymaster
of the Forces and the Secretary at War that he was thoroughly sick of his

situation. Fox attacked him with great force and acrimony Pitt affected

a kind of contemptuous tenderness for Sir Thomas, and directed his attacks

principally against Newcastle. On one occasion, he asked in tones of

thunder whether Parliament sat only to register the edicts of one too-powerful

subject ? The Duke was scared out of his wits. He v.as afraul to dismiss

the mutineers ; he was afraid to promote them ; but it was absolutely necev
."lary to do something. Fox. as the less proud and intractable of the refrac-

tory pair, was preferred. A seat in the Cabinet was offered to him on con-

dition that he would give efficient support to the ministry in Parliament. In
an evil hour for his fame and his fortunes he accepted the offer, and abandoned
his connection with Pitt, who nevei forgave this desertion.

Sir Thomas, pssisted by Fox, contrived to get throu;;h the business of the
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year witliout much trouble. Pitt was waiting his time. The negotiations

pending between France and England took every day a more unfavourable

aspect. Towards the close of the session the King sent a message to infonn

the House of Commons that he had found it necessary to make preparations

for war. The House returned an address of thanks, and passed a vote of

credit. During the recess, the old animosity of both nations was inflamed

by a series of disastrous events. An English force was cut off in America
;

and several French merchantmen were taken in the West Indian Seas. It

was plain that an appeal to arms was at hand.

The first object of the King was to secure Hanover ; and Newcastle was
disposed to gratify his master. Treaties were concluded, after the fashion

of those times, with several petty German princes, who bound themselves to

find soldiers if England would find money ; and, as it was suspected that

Frederic the Second had set his heart on the electoral dominions of his

uncle, Russia was hired to keep Prussia in awe.

When the stipulations of these treaties were made known, there arose

throughout the kingdom a murmur from which a judicious observer might
easily prognosticate the approach of a tempest. Newcastle encountered strong

opposition, even from those whom he had always considered as his tools.

Legge, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, refused to sign the Treasury war-

rants which were necessary to give effect to the treaties. Those persons who
were supposed to possess the confidence of the young Prince of Wales and

of his mother held very menacing language. In this perplexity Newcastle

sent for Pitt, hugged him, patted him, smirked at him, wept over him, and
lisped out the highest compliments and the most splendid promises. The
King, who had hitherto been as sulky as possible, would be civil to him at

the levee ; he should be brought into the Cabinet ; he should be consulted

about every thing ; if he would only be so good as to support the Hessian

subsidy in the House of Commons. Pitt coldly declined the proffered seat

in the Cabinet, expressed the highest love and reverence for the King, and

said that, if his Majesty felt a strong personal interest in the Hessian treaty

he would so far deviate from the line which he had traced out for himself as

to give that treaty his support. " Well, and the Russian subsidy, " said New-
castle. " No," said Pitt, "not a system of subsidies." The Duke summoned
Lord Hardwicke to his aid ; but Pitt was inflexible. Murray would do
noticing. Robinson could do nothing. It was necessary to have recourse

to Fox. He became Secretary of State, with the full authority of a leader

in the House of Commons ; and Sir Thomas was pensioned off on the Irish

establishment.

In November, 1755, the Houses met. Public expectation was wound up

to tlie height. After ten quiet years there was to be an Opposition, counten-

anced by the heir-apparent of the throne, and headed by the most brilliant

orator of the age. The debate on the address was long remembered as one

of the greatest parliamentary conflicts of that generation. It began at three

in the afternoon, and lasted till five the next morning. It was on this night

that Gerard Hamilton delivered that single speech from which his nickname

was derived. His eloquence threw into the shade every orator except Pitt,

who declaimed against the subsidies for an hour and a half with cxtraoniinary

energy and effect. Those powers which had formerly spread terror through

the majorities of Walpole and Carteret were now displayed in their highest

perfection before an audience long unaccustomed to such exhibitions. One
fragment of this celebrated oration remains in a state of tolerable preserva-

tion. It is the comj^rison hetween the coalition of Fox and Newcastle, and

the junction of the Rhone and the Saone. " At Lyons," said Pitt, " I was

taken to see the place where the two rivers meet, the one gentle, feebfe, lan-

guid, and, though languid, yet of no depth, the other a boisterous and im-



THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 305

pctuous torrent ; but different as they are, they meet at last." The amend-

ment moved by the Opposition was rejected by a great majority ; and Pitt

and Legge were immediately dismissed from their offices.

During several months the contest in the House of Commons was extremely

sharp. Warm debates took place on the estimates, debates still warmer on

the subsidL-irv treaties. The Government succeeded in every division ; but

the fame of Pitt's eloquence, and the influence of his lofty and determined

character, continued to increase through the Session ; and the events which

followed the prorogation made it utterly impossible for any other person to

manage the Parliament or the countrj'.

The war began in every part of the work! with events disastrous to Eng-

land, and even more shameful than disastrous. But the most humiliating of

these events was the loss of Minorca. The Duke of Richelieu, an old fop

who had passed his life from si.xteen to sixty in seducing women for whom he

cared not one straw, landed on that island, and succeeded in reducing it.

Admiral BjTig was sent from Gibraltar to throw succours into Port-Mahon
;

but he did not think fit to engage the French squadron, and sailed hack with-

out having effected his purpose. The people were inflamed to madness. A
storm broke forth, which appalled even those who remembered the days of

Excise and of South-Sea. The shops were filled with labels and caricatures.

The walls were covered with placards. The city of London called for ven-

geance, and the cry was echoed from every comer of the kingdom. Dor-

setshire, Huntingdonshire, Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Somersetshire,

Lancashire, Suffolk, Shropshire. Surrey, sent up strong addresses to the throne,

and instructed their representatives to vote for a strict inquiry into the causes

of the late disasters. In the great towns the feeling was as strong as in the

counties. In some of the instructions it was even recommended that the

supplies should be stopped.

The nation was in a state of angry and sullen despondency, almost un-

paralleled in histor)-. People have, in all ages, been in the habit of talking

about the good old times of their ancestors, and the degeneracy of their con-

temporaries. This is in general merely a cant. But in 1 756 it was something

more. At this time appeared Brown's Estimate, a book now remembered

only by the allusions in Cowper's Table Talk and in Burke's Letters on a

Regicide Peace. It was universally read, admired, and believed. 'l"he author

fully convinced his readers that they were a race of cowards and scoundrels;

that nothing could save them ; that' they were on the point of Wing enslaved

by their enemies, and that they richly deserved their fate. Such were the

spcailations to which ready credence was given at the outset of the most

glorious war in which England had ever been engaged.

Newcastle now Wgan to tremble for his place, and for the only thing which

was dearer to him than his place, his neck. The people were not in a mood
to be trifled with. Their cry was for blood. For this once they might be

contented with the sacrifice of Byng. But what if fresh disasters should take

place? What if an unfriendly sovereign should ascend the throne? What
if a hostile House of Commons should V)e chosen ?

At length, in October, the decisive crisis came. The new Secretary of

State had been long sick of the perfidy and levity of the First Ix)rd of the

Treasury-, and began to fear that he might l)e made a scapegoat to save the old

intriguer who, imbecile as he seemed, never wanted dexterity where danger

was to be avoided. Fox threw up his office. Newcastle had recourse to

Murray ; but Murray had now within his reach the favourite object of his

ambition. The situation of Chief-Justice of the King's Bench was vacant

;

and the Attorney-General was fully resolved to obtain it, or to go into On-
position. Newca.'itle offered him any terms, the Duchy of I^ncaster for life,

a tellership of the Exchequer, any amount of pension, two thousand a year.
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six thousand a year. When the Ministers found that Murray's mind was
made up, they pressed for delay, the delay of a session, a month, a week, a

day. Would he only make his appearance once more in the House of Com-
mons ? Would he only speak in favour of the address ? He was inexorable,

and peremptorily said that they might give or withhold the Chief-Justiceship,

but that he would be Attorney-General no longer.

Newcastle now contrived to overcome the prejudices of the King, and over-

tures were made to Pitt, through Lord Hardwicke. Pitt knew his power,
and showed that he knew it. lie demanded as an indispensable condition

that Newcastle should be altogether excluded from the new arrangement.

The Duke was now in a state of ludicrous distress. He ran about chatter-

ing and crying, asking advice and listening to none. In the mean time, the

.Session drew near. The public excitement was imabated. Nobody could

be found to face Pitt and Fox in the House of Commons. Newcastle's heart

failed him, and he tendered his resignation.

The King sent for Fox, and directed him to form the plan of an adminis-

tration in concert with Pitt. But Pitt had not forgotten old injuries, and
positively refused to act with Fox.
The King now applied to the Duke of Devonshire, and this mediator suc-

ceeded in making an arrangement. He consented to take the Treasury.

Pitt became Secretary of State, with the lead of the House of Commons.
The Great Seal was put into commission. Legge returned to the Exchequer

;

and Lord Temple, whose sister Pitt had lately married, was placed at the

head of the Admiralty.
It was clear from the first that this administration would last but a very

short tinie. It lasted not quite five months ; and, during those five months,
Pitt and Lord Temple were treated with rudeness by the King, and found
but feeble support in the House of Commons. It is a remarkable fact, that

the Opposition prevented the re-election of some of the new Ministers.

Pitt, who sat for one of the boroughs which were in the Pelham interest,

found some difficulty in obtaining a seat after his acceptance of the seals.

So destitute was the new Government of that sort of influence without which
no government could then be durable. One of the arguments most frequently

urged against the Reform Bill was that, under a system of popular represen-

tation, men whose presence in the House of Commons was necessary to the

conducting of public business might often find it impossible to find seats.

Should this inconvenience ever be felt, there cannot be the slightest difficulty

in devising and applying a remedy. But those who threatened us with this

evil ought to have remembered that, under the old system, a great man called

to power at a great crisis by the voice of the whole nation was in danger of

being excluded, by an aristocratical cabal, from that House of which he was
the most distinguished ornament.
The most important event of this short administration was the trial of

Byng. On that subject public opinion is still divided. We think the punish-
ment of the Admiral altogether unjust and absurd. Treachery, cowardice,
ignorance amounting to what lawyers have called crassa ignoraiitia, are fit

objects of severe penal inflictions. But Byng was not found guilty of trea-

chery, of cowardice, or of gross ignorance of his profession. He died for

doing what the most loyal subject, the most intrepid warrior, the most ex-

perienced seaman, might have done. He died for an error in judgment, an
error such as the greatest commanders, Frederic, Napoleon, Wellington,
have often committed, and have often acknowledged. Such errors are not
proper objects of punishment, for this reason, that the punishing of such
errors tends not to prevent them, but to produce them. The dread of an
ignominious death may stimulate sluggishness to exertion, may keep a traitor

to his standard, may prevent a coward from running away, but it has no
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tendency to bring out those qualities which enable men to form prompt and
judicious decisions in great emergencies. The l)est marksman may be ex-

pected to fail when the apple which is to be his mark is set on his. child's

head. We cannot conceive any thing more likely to deprive an officer of his

self-possession at the time when he most needs it than the knowleilge that,

if the judgment of his superiors shoidd not agree with his, he will be executed

with every circumstance of shame. Queens, it has often been said, run far

greater risk in childbed than private women, merely because their metiical

attendants are more an.xious. The surgeon who attendetl Marie Louise was
altogether unnerved by his emotions. "Compose yourself," said Bona-

parte ;
*' imagine that you are assisting a poor girl in the Faubourg St

Antoine." This wxs surely a far wiser course than that of the Eastern king

in the Arabian Nights' Entertainments, who proclaimed that the physicians

who failed to cure his daughter should have their heads chopped off. Bona-

parte knew mankind well ; and, as he acted towards this surgeon, he acted

towards his officers. No sovereign was ever so indulgent to mere errors of

judgment ; and it is certain that no sovereign ever had in his service so many
military men fit for the highest commands.

Pitt acted a brave and honest part on this occasion. He ventured to put

both his power and his popularity to hazard, and spoke manfully for Byng,

both in Parliament and in the royal presence. But the King was inexorable.

"The House of Commons, Sir," said Pitt, "seems mclined to mercy."
" Sir," answered the King, " you have taught me to look for the sense of

my people in other places than the House of Commons." The saying has

more point than most of those which are recorded of George the Second, and,

though sarcastically meant, contains a high and just compliment to Pitt.

The King disliked Pitt, but absolutely hated Temple. The new Secretary

of State, his Majesty said, had never read Vatel, and was tedious and pom-
pous, but respectful. The First Lord of the Admiralty was grossly imperti-

nent. Walpole tells one story, which, we fear, is much too good to be true.

He assures us that Temple entertained his royal master with an elaborate

parallel between Byng's beha\-iour at Minorca, and his Majesty's behaviour

at Oudenarde, in which the advantage was all on the side of the Admiral.

This state of things could not last. Early in April, Pitt and all his friends

were turned out, and Newcastle was summoned to St James's. But the

public discontent was not extinguished. It had subsided when Pitt was
called to power. But it still glowed under the embers ; and it now burst at

once into a flame. The stocks fell. The Common Council met. The free-

dom of the city was voted to Pitt. All the greatest corporate towns followed

the example. " For some weeks," says Walpole, " it rained gold boxes."

This was the turning point of Pitt's life. It might have been expected that

a man of so haughty and vehement a nature, treated so ungraciously by the

Court, and supported so enthusiastically by the people, would have eageriy

taken the first opportunity of showing his power and gratifying his resent-

ment ; and an opportunity was not wanting. The members for many counties

and large towns had been instructed to vote for an inquiry into the circum-

stances which had produced the miscarriage of the preceding year. A motion

for inquiry had been carried in the House of Commons, without opposition
;

and, a few days after Pitt's dismissal, the investigation commenced. New-
castle and his colleagues obtained a vote of acquittal ; but the minority were

so strong that they could not venture to ask for a vote of approbation, as

they had at first intended ; and it was thought by some shrewd observers

that, if Pitt had exerted himself to the utmost of his power, the inquiry

might have ended in a censure, if not in an impeachment.
Pitt showed on this occasion a moderation and self-government which was

not habitual to him. He had found by experience, that he could not stand
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alone. His eloquence and his popularity had done much, very much for

him. Without rank, without fortune, without borough interest, hated by
the King, hated by the aristocracy, he was a person of the first importance
in the slate. He had been suffered to form a ministry, and to pronounce
sentence of exclusion on all his rivals, on the most powerful nobleman of the

Whig party, on tlie ablest del)ater in the House of Commons. And he now
found that he had gone too far. The English Constitution was not, indeed,

without a popular element. But other elements generally predominated.

The confidence and admiration of the nation might make a statesman for-

midable at the head of an Opposition, might load him with framed and
glazed parchments and gold boxes, might possibly, under very peculiar cir-

cumstances, such as those of the preceding year, raise him for a time to

power. But, constituted as Parliament then was, the favourite of the people
could not depend on a majority in the people's own House. The Duke of

Newcastle, however contemptible in morals, manners, and understanding,

was a dangerous enemy. His rank, his wealth, his unrivalled parliamentary

interest, would alone have made him important. But this was not all. The
Whig aristocracy regarded him as their leader. His long possession of power
had given him a kind of prescriptive right to possess it still. The House of

Commons had been elected when he was at the head of affairs. The mem-
bers for the ministerial boroughs had all been nominated by him. The public

offices swarmed with his creatures.

Pitt desired power, and he desired it, we really believe, from high and
generous motives. He was, in the strict sense of the word, a patriot. He
had none of that philanthropy which the great French writers of his time
preached to all the nations of Europe. He loved England as an Athenian
loved the City of the Violet Crown, as a Roman loved the City of the

Seven Hills. He saw his country insulted and defeated. He saw the

national spirit sinking. Yet he knew what the resources of the empire,
vigorously employed, could effect ; and he felt that he was the man to

employ them vigorously. " My Lord," he said to the Duke of Devonshire,
" I am sure that I can save tliis country, and that nobody else can."

Desiring, then, to be in power, and feeling that his abilities and the public

confidence were not alone sufficient to keep him in power against the wishes

of the Coiirt and of the aristocracy, he began to think of a coalition with
Newcastle.

Newcastle was equally disposed to a reconciliation. He, too, had profited

by his recent experience. He had found that the Court and the aristocracy,

though powerful, were not every thing in the state. A strong oligarchical con-

nection, a great borough interest, ample patronage, and secret-service-money,

might, in quiet times, be all that a Minister needed ; but it was unsafe to

trust wholly to such support in time of war, of discontent, and of agitation.

The composition of the Ifouse of Commons was not wholly aristocratical ; and,

whatever be the composition of large deliberative assemblies, their spirit is

always in some degree popular. Where there are free debates, eloquence must
have admirers, and reason m.ust make converts. Where there is a free press,

the governors must live in constant awe of the opinions of the governed.

Thus these two men, so unlike in character, so lately mortal enemies, were
necessary to each other. Newcastle had fallen in November, for want of

that public confidence which Pitt possessed, and of that parliamentary sup-

port which Pitt was better qualified than any man of his time to give. Pitt

had fallen in April, for want of that species of influence which Newcastle
had passed his whole life in acquiring and hoarding. Neither of them had
power enough to support himself Each of them had power enough to

overturn the other. Their union would be irresistible. Neither the King
nor any party m the state would be able to stand against them.
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Under these circumstances, Pitt was not disposed to proceed to extremities
ayainst his predecessors in office. Something, however, was due to consist-

ency ; and something wis necessan' for the preservation of his popularity.
He did little ; but that little he did in such a manner as to produce great
effect. He came down to the House in all the pomp of gout, his legs swathed
in flannel-s his arm dangling in a sling. He kept his scat through several
fatiguing days, in spite of pain and languor. He uttered a few sharp and
vehement sentences ; but, during the greater part of the discussion, his
language was unusually gentle.

When the inquir>- had terminated without a vote either of approbation or of
censure, the great obstacle to a coalition was removed. Many obstacles, how-
ever, remained. The King was still rejoicing in his deliverance from the proud
and aspiring M inister who had been forced on him by the cry of the nation . His
Majesty's indignation was excited to the highest point when it appeared that
Newcastle, who had, during thirty years, been loaded with marks of royal fav-

our, and who had bound himself, by a solemn promise, never to coalesce with
Pitt, was meditating a new perfidy. Of all the statesmen of that age, Fox had
the largest share of royal favour. A coalition between Fox and Newcastle was
the arrangement which the King wished to bring about. But the Duke was too
cunning to fall into such a snare. As a speaker in Parliament, Fox might
perhaps be, on the whole, as useful to an administration as his great rival

;

but he was one of the most unpopular men in England. Then, again, New-
castle felt all that jealousy of Fox which, according to the proverb, generally
exists between two of a trade. Fox would certainly intermeddle with that
department which the Duke was most desirous to reserve entire to himself,
the jobbing department. Pitt, on the other hand, wxs quite willing to leave
the drudgery of corruption to any who might be inclined to undertake it.

During eleven weeks England remained without a ministry' ; and in the
mean time Parliament was sitting, and a war was raging. The prejudices
of the King, the haughtiness of Pitt, the jealousy, levity, and treachery of
Newcastle, delayed the settlement. Pitt knew the Duke too well to trust

him without security. The Duke loved power too much to be inclined to
give security. While they were haggling, the King was in vain attempting
to produce a final rupture between them, or to form a Government without
them. At one time he applied to Lord Waldegrave, an honest and sensible
man, but unpractised in affairs. Lx)rd Waldegrave had the courage to accept
the Treasurv-, but soon found that no administration formed l)y him had the
smallest chance of standing a single week.
At length the King's pertinacity yielded to the necessity of the case. After

exclaiming with great bitterness, and with some justice, against the Whigs,
who ought, he .said, to be ashamed to talk about liberty while they .sub-

mitted to be the footmen of the Duke of Newcastle, his Majesty submitted.
The influence of I^icester Hou.se prevailed on Pitt to abate a little, and but
a little, of his high demands ; and all at once, out of the chaos in which
parties had for .some time been rising, falling, meeting, .separating, arose a
government as strong at home as that of Pelham, as succes.sful abroad as
that of Goflolphin.

Newcastle took the Treasury. Pitt was Secretary of State, with the lead
in the House of Commons, and with the supreme direction of the w ar and
of foreign affairs. Fox, the only man who could have given much annoyance
to the new government, was silenced with the office of Paymaster, which,
dunng the continuance of that war, was probably the most lucrative place in
the whole Government. He was poor, and the situation was tempting ; yet it

cannot but .seem extraordinary that a man who had playe<i a first part in

politics, and whose abilities had been foiind not unequal to that part, who
had sat in the Cabinet, who had led the House of Commons, who had been
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twice intrusted by the King with tlie office of forming a ministrj', who was
regarded as the rival of Pitt, and who at one time seemed likely to be a
successful rival, should have consented, for the sake of emolument, to take

a subordinate place, and to give silent votes for all the measures of a govern-
ment to the deliberations of which he was not summoned.
The first measures of the new administration were characterized rather by

vigour than by judgment. Expeditions were sent against different parts of

the French coast with little success. The small island of Aix was taken,

Rochefort threatened, a few ships burned in the harbour of St Maloes, and
a few guns and mortars brought home as trophies from the fortifications of

Cherbourg. But soon conquests of a very different kind filled the kingdom
with pride and rejoicing. A succession of victories undoubtedly brilliant,

and, as it was thought, not barren, raised to the highest point the fame of

the minister lO whom the conduct of the war had liecn intrusted. In July,

1758, Louisburg fell. The whole island of Cape Breton was reduced. The
fleet to which the Court of Versailles had confided the defence of French
America was destroyed. The captured standards were borne in triumph
from Kensington Palace to the city, and were suspended in St Paul's Church,
amidst the roar of gims and kettle-drums, and the shouts of an immense
multitude. Addresses of congratulation came in from all the great towns of
P^ngland. Parliament met only to decree thanks and monuments, and to

bestow, without one murmur, supplies more than double of those which had
been given during the war of the Grand Alliance.

The year 1759 opened with the conquest of Goree. Next fell Guada-
loupe ; then Ticonderoga ; then Niagara. The Toulon squadron was com-
pletely defeated by Boscawen off Cape Lagos. But the greatest exploit of

the year was the achievement of Wolfe on the heights of Abraham. The
news of his glorious death and of the fall of Quebec reached London in

the very week in which the Houses met. All was joy and triumph. Envy
and faction were forced to join in the general applause. Whigs and Tories
vied with each other in extolling the genius and energy of Pitt. His col-

leagues were never talked of or thought of. The House of Commons, the

nation, the colonies, our allies, our enemies, had their eyes fixed on him alone.

Scarcely had Parliament voted a monument to Wolfe when another great

event called for fresh rejoicings. The Brest fleet, under the command of

Conflans, had put out to sea. It was overtaken by an English squadron
under Hawke. Conflans attempted to take shelter close under the French
coast. The shore was rocky : the night was black : the wind was furious :

the waves of the Bay of Biscay ran high. But Pitt had infused into every
branch of the service a spirit which had long been unknown. No British

seaman was disposed to en- on the same side with Byng. The pilot told

Hawke that the attack could not be made \\-ithout the greatest danger.
" You have done your duty in remonstrating," answered Hawke ;

" I will

answer for every thing. I command you to lay me alongside the French
admiral." Two French ships of the line struck. Four were destroyed.
The rest hid themselves in the rivers of Brittany.

The year 1760 came ; and still triumph followed triumph. Montreal was
taken ; the whole jirovince of Canada was subjugated ; the French fleets

underwent a succession of disasters in the seas of Europe and America.
In the mean time conquests equalling in rapidity, and far suq^assing in

magnitude, those of Cortes and Pizarro, had been achieved in the J^ast. In
the space of three years the English had founded a mighty empire. The
French had been defeated in every part of India. Chandemagore had sur-

rendered to Clive, Pondicherry to Coote. Througliout Bengal, Bahar,
Orissa, and the Camatic, the authority of the East India Company was more
absolute than that of Acbar or Aurungzebe had ever been.
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On the continent of Flurope the odds were against England. We had but
one important ally, the King of Prussia ; and he was attacketl. not only by
France, but also by Russia and Austria. Yet even on the Continent the
energy of Pitt triumphed over all difficulties. Vehemently as he had con-
demned the practice of subsidising foreign princes, he now carried that prac-
tice farther than Carteret himself would have ventured to do. The active

and able Sovereign of Prussia received such pecuniary assistance as enabled
him to maintain the conflict on equal terms against his powerful enemies.
On no subject had Pitt ever spoken with so much eloquence and ardour as

on the mischiefs of the Hanoverian connection. 1 le now declared, not with-
out much show of reason, that it would be unworthy of the English people
to suffer tlieir King to be deprived of his electoral dominions in an English
quarrel. He assured his countrymen that they should be no losers, and that
he would conquer America for them in Germany. By taking this line he
conciliated the King, and lost no part of his influence with the nation. In
Parliament, such wx< the ascendency which his eloquence, his success, his

high situation, his pride, and his intrepidity had obtained for him, that he
took liberties with the House of which there had been no example, and which
have never since been imitated. No orator could there venture to reproach
him with inconsistency. One unfortunate man made the attempt, and was
so much disconcerted by the scornful demeanour of the Minister that he
stammered, stopped, and sat down. Even the old Tory country gentlemen,
to whom the very name of Hanover had been odious, gave their hearty Ayes
to subsidy after subsidy. In a lively contemporary satire, much more lively

indeed than delicate, this remarkable conversion is not unhappily described.
" No more they make a fiJdle-faJdle

About a Hessian horse or saddle.
No more of continenul measures ;

No more of wasting British treasures.

Ten millions, and a vote of credit,

*Tis right. He can't be wrong who did it."

The success of Pitt's continental measures was such as might have been
expected from their vigour. When he came into power, Hanover was in

imminent danger ; and before lie had been in office three months, the whole
electorate was in the hands of France. But the face of affairs was speedily

changed. The invaders were driven out. An army, partly English partly

Hanoverian, partly composed of soldiers furnished by the petty princes of
Germany, was placed under the command of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick.
The French were beaten in 175S at Crevelt. In 1759 they received a still

more complete and humiliating defeat at Minden.
In the mean time, the nation exhibited all the signs of wealth and pros-

perity. The merchants of London had never been more thriving. ITie im-
portance of several great commercial and manufacturing towns, of Glasgow
in particular, dates from this period. The fine inscription on the monument
of Lord Chatham in Guildhall records the general opinion of the citizens of
London, that under his administration commerce had been " united with
and made to flourish by war."

It must be owned that these signs of prosperity were in some degree de-
lusive. It must be owned that some of our conquests were rather splendid
than useful. It must be owned that the expense of the war never entered
into Pitt's consideration. Perhaps it would be more correct to say that the

cost of his victories increased the pleasure with which he contemplated them.
Unlike other men in his situation, he loved to ex-aggerate the sums which
the nation was laying out under his direction. He was proud o{ the sacrifices

and eflforts which his eloquence and his success had induced his countrymen
to make. The price at which he purchased faithful service and complete
victory, though far smaller than that which his son, the most profuse and
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incapable of war ministers, paid for treachery, defeat, and shame, was long
and severely felt by the nation.

Even as a war minister, Pitt is scarcely entitled to all the praise which
his contemporaries lavished on him. We, perhaps from ignorance, cannot
discern in his arrangements any appearance of profound or dexterous com-
bination. Several of his expeditions, particularly those which were sent to

the coast of France, were at once costly and absurd. Our Indian conquests,

though they add to the splendour of the period during which he was at the

head of affairs, were not planned by him. He had undoubtedly great energy,

great determination, great means at his command. His temper was enter-

prising ; and, situated as he was, he had only to follow his temper. The
wealth of a rich nation, the valour of a brave nation, were ready to support
him in every attempt.

In one respect, however, he deserved all the praise that he has ever re-

ceived. The success of our arms was perhaps owing less to the skill of liis

dispositions than to the national resources and the national spirit. But that

the national spirit rose to the emergency, that the national resources were
contributed with unexampled cheerfulness, this was undoubtedly his work.
The ardour of his soul had set the whole kingdom on fire. It inflamed every
soldier who dragged the cannon up the heights of Quebec, and every sailor

who boarded the French ships among the rocks of Brittany. The Minister,

before he had been long in office, had imparted to the commanders whom
he employed his own impetuous, adventurous, and defying character.

Tliey, like him, were disposed to risk every thing, to play double or quits

to the last, to think nothing done while any thing remained undone, to fail

rather than not to attempt. For tlie errors of rashness there might be in-

dulgence. For over-caution, for faults like those of Lord George Sackville,

there was no mercy. In otiier times, and against other enemies, this mode
of warfare might have failed. But the state of the French government and
of the French nation gave every advantage to Pitt. The fops and intriguers

of Versailles were ajipailed and bewildered by his vigour. A panic spread
through all ranks of society. Our enemies soon considered it as a settled

thing that they were always to be beaten. Thus victory begot victory ; till,

at last, wherever the forces of the two nations met, they met with disdainful

confidence on the one side, and with a craven fear on the other.

The situation which Pitt occupied at the close of the reign of George the

Second was the most enviable ever occupied by any public man in English
history. He had conciliated the King ; he domineered over the House of

Commons ; he was adored by the people ; he was admired by all Europe.
He was the first Englislmian of his time ; and he had made England the

first country in the world. Tiie Great Commoner, the name by which he
was often designated, might look down with scorn on coronets and garters.

The nation was drunk with joy and pride. The Parliament was as quiet

as it had been under Pelham. The old party distinctions were almost
effaced ; nor was their place yet supplied by distinctions of a still more im-
portant kind. A new generation of country squires and rectors had arisen

who knew not the Stuarts. The Dissenters were tolerated ; the Catholics

not cruelly persecuted. The Church was drowsy and indulgent. The great

civil and religious conflict which began at the Reformation seemed to have
terminated in universal repose. Whigs and Tories, Churchmen and Puri-

tans, spoke with equal reverence of the constitution, and with equal enthu-

siasm of the talents, virtues, and services of the Minister.

A few years sufficed to change the whole aspect of affairs. A nation con-

vulsed by faction, a throne assailed by the fiercest invective, a House of

Commons hated and despised by the nation, England set against Scotland,

Britain set against America, a rival legislature sitting beyond the Atlantic,
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English blood shed by Knglish bayonets, our armies capitulating, our con-

quests wrested from us, our enemies hastening to take vengeance for past

humiliation, our flag scarcely able to maintain itself in our own seas, such
was the spectacle which I'itt lived to see. But the history of this great

revolution requires far more space than we can at present bestow. We
leave the Great Commoner in the zenith of his glory. It is not impossible

that we may take some other opportunity of tracing his life to its melanclioly,

yet not inglorious close.

SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH. (July, 1835.)

History cf tkt Rn ohtiiflH in England, in 1688. Comprising a Vinv of the Reign of
James the Second, from his Accession to the Enterprise of tlie Prince of Orange,
by ihe late Right Honourable Sir James Mackintosh and completed to ihe

Settle-ment of the Crou'U, by the Editor. To 7uhich is prefixed, a Xotice of the

Life, M'ritings, and Speeches ofSir fames Mackintosn. 410. London: 1834.'

It is with unfeigned diffidence that we venture to give our opinion of the

last work of Sir James Mackintosh. We have in vain tried to perfonn what
ought to be to a critic an easy and habitual act. We have in vain tried to

separate the book from the writer, and to judge of it as if it bore some un-

known name. But it is to no purpose. All the lines of that venerable coun-

tenance are before us. All the little peculiar cadences of that voice from

which scholars and statesmen loved to receive the lessons of a serene and

benevolent wisdom are in our ears. We will attempt to preserve strict im-

partiality. But we are not ashamed to own that we approach this relic of

a virtuous and most accomplished man with feelings of respect and gratitude

which may possibly pervert our judgment.

It is hardly possible to avoid instituting a comparison between this work
and another celebrated Fragment. Our readei-s will easily guess that we
allude to Mr Fox's History of James the Second. The two books relate to

the same subject. Both were posthumously published. Neither had re-

ceived the last corrections. The authors belonged to the same political

party, and held the same opinions concerning the merits and defects of the

English constitution, and concerning most of the prominent characters and
events in English history. Both had thought much on the principles of

government ; yet they were not mere speculators. Both had ransacked the

archives of rival kingdoms, and pored on folios which had mouldered for

ages in deserted libraries ; yet they were not mere antiquaries. They had
one eminent qualification for writing history : they had spoken history, acted

history, lived history. The turns of political fortune, the ebb and flow of

popular feeling, the hidden mechanism by which parties arc moved, all

these things were the subjects of their constant thought and of their most

familiar conversation. Gibbon has remarked that he owed part of his suc-

cess as a historian to the observations which he had made as an officer in the

• In this review, as it originally stood, the editor of the History of the Revolution w.ts

attacked with an asperity which neither literary defects nor speculative differences can

justify, and which ought to be reserved for offences against the laws of morality and

honour. The reviewer was not actuated by any feeling of personal malevolence
:
for

when he wroie this paper in a distant countr>-, he did not know, or ev.-n guess, whom he

was as^iling. His only motive was regard for the memory of .in eminent man whom
he loved and honoured, .ind who appeared to him to have been unworthily treated.

The editor is now de.-^d ; and, while living, declared that he had been misunderstood,

and that he had written in no spirit of enmity to Sir James Mackintosh, for whom he

professed the highest respect.

Many passages have th'refore been softened, and some wholly omitted. The severe

censure passed on the literary execution of the Memoir and the Continuation couli) i.ol

be retracted without a violation of truth. But whatever could be construed iiiio an ;in

putation on the moral character of the editor has been carefu'ly expunged.

<
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militia and as a member of the House of Commons. The remark is most
just. We have not the smallest doubt that his campaign, though he never
saw an enemy, and his parliamentary attendance, though he never made a
speech, were of far more use to him than years of retirement and study would
have been. If the time that he spent on parade and at mess in Hampshire,
or on the Treasuiy Bench and at Brookes's during the storms which over-

threw Lord North and Lord Shelbume, had been passed in the Bodleian
Library, he might have avoided some inaccuracies ; he might have enriched

his notes with a greater number of references ; but he would never have pro-

duced so lively a picture of the court, the camp, and the senate-house. In

this respect Mr P'ox and Sir James Mackintosh had great advantages over

almost every English historian who has written since the time, of Burnet.

Lord Lyttelton had indeed the same advantages ; but he was incapable of

using them. Pedantry was so deeply fixed in his nature that the hustings,

the Treasury, the Exchequer, the House of Commons, the House of Lords,

left him the same dreaming schoolboy that they found him.

When we compare the two interesting works of which we have been speak-

ing, we have little difficulty in giving the preference to that of Sir James
Mackintosh. Indeed the superiority of Mr Fox to Sir James as an orator

is hardly more clear than the superiority of Sir James to Mr Fox as a his-

torian. Mr Fox with a pen in his hand, and vSir James on his legs m the

House of Commons, were, we think, each out of his proper element. They
were men, it is true, of far too much judgment and ability to fail scandal-

ously in any undertaking to which they brought the whole power of their

minds. The History of James the Second will always keep its place in our
libraries as a valuable book ; and Sir James Mackintosh succeeded in win-

ning and maintaining a high place among the parliamentary speakers of his

time. Yet we could never read a page of Mr Fox's writing, we could never
listen for a quarter of an hour to the speaking of Sir James, without feeling

that there was a constant effort, a tug up hill. Nature, or habit wliich had
become nature, asserted its rights. Mr Fox wrote debates. Sir James
Mackintosh spoke essays.

As far as mere diction was concerned, indeed, Mr Fox did his best to

avoid those faults which the habit of public speaking is likely to generate.

He was so nervously apprehensive of sliding into some colloquial incorrect-

ness, of debasing his style by a mixture of Parliamentary slang, that he ran

into the opposite error, and purified his vocabulary with a scrupulosity un-

known to any purist. " Ciceronem Allobroga dixit." He would not allow

Addison, Bolingbroke, or Middleton to be a sufficient authority for an ex-

pression. He declared that he would use no word which was not to be found

in Dryden. In any other person we should have called this solicitude mere
foppery ; and, in spite of all our admiration for Mr Fox, we cannot but think

that his extreme attention to the petty niceties of language was hardly worthy
of so manly and so capacious an understanding. There were purists of this

kind at Rome ; and their fastidiousness was censured by Horace, with that

perfect good sense and good taste which characterise all his writings. There
were purists of this kind at the time of the revival of letters ; and the two
greatest scholars of that time raised their voices, the one from within, the

other from without the Alps, against a scnipulosity so unreasonable. "Ca-
rent," said Politian, "quae scribunt isti viribus et vita, carent actu, carent

effectu, carent indole. . . . Nisi liber ille prsesto sit ex quo quid excer-

pant, colligere tria verba non possunt. . . . Horum semper igitur oratio

tremula, vacillans, infirma. . . . Quaeso ne ista .superstitione te alliges.

. . . Ut bene currere non potest qui pedem ponere studet in alienis tan-

tum vestigiis, ita nee bene scribere qui tanquam de prrescripto non audet

egredi."— " Posthac," exclaims Erasmus, "nonlicebit episcopos appeilare
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patres reverentlos, nee in cake literarum scribere annum a Christo nato,

quod id nusquam facial Cicero. Quid autem ineptius quam, toto seculo

novato, religione, imperiis, niagistratibus, locorum vocabulis, aedificiis, cultu,

inoribu!«, non aliter audere loqui quaro locutus est Cicero? Si revivisceret

ipse Cicero, rideret hoc Ciceronianorum genus."
While Mr P'o.x winnowed and sified his phraseology with a care which

seems hardly consistent with the simplicity and elevation of his mind, and
of which the effect really wxs to debase and enfeeble his style, he was little

on his guard against those more serious improprieties of manner into wliich

a great orator who undertakes to write history is in danger of failing. There
is about the whole book a vehement, contentious, replying manner. Almost
every argument is put in the form of an interrogation, an ejaculation, or a

sarcasm. The writer seems to be addressing himself to some imaginary
audience, to be tearing m pieces a defence of ihe Stuarts which has just been

pronounced by an imaginary Tory. Take, for example, his answer to

Hume's remarks on the execution of Sydney ; and substitute " the honour-
able gentleman," or " the noble Lxjrd " for tlie name of Hume, 'ihe whole
passage sounds like a powerful reply, thundered at three in the morning from
the Opposition Bench. While we read it, we can almost fancy tliat we see

and hear the great English debater, such as he has been described to us by
the few who can still remember the Westminster scrutiny and the Oczakow
N^otiations, in the full paroxysm of mspiiation, foaming, screammg, choked
by the rushing multitude of his words.

It is true that the passage to which we have referred, and several other

passages which we could point out, are admirable, when considered merely
as exhibitions of mental power. We at once recognise in them that con-

summate master of the whole art of intellectual gladiatorship, whose speeches,

imperfectly as they have been transmitted to us, should be studied day and
night by every man who wishes to learn the science of logical defence. We find

in several parts of the History of James the Second fine specimens of that

which we conceive to have been the great characteristic of Demosthenes among
the Greeks, and of Fox among the orators of England, reason penetrated,

and, if we may venture on the expression, made red hot by passion. But
lliis is not the kind of excellence proper to history ; and it is hardly too much
to say that whatever is stnkingly good in Mr Fox's Fragment is out of place.

With Sir James Mackintosh the case was reversed. His proper place was
his library, a circle of men of letters, or a chair of moral and political phil-

osophy. He distinguished himself highly in Parliament. But nevertheless

Parliament was not exactly the sphere for him. The effect of his most suc-

cessful speeches was small when compared with the quantity of ability and
learning which was expended on them. We could easily name men who,
not possessing a tenth part of his intellectual powers, hardly ever address the

House of Commons without protiucing a greater impression than was pro-

duced by his most splendid and elaborate orations. His luminous and philo-

sophical disquisition on the Reform Bill was spoken to empty benches.

Those, indeed, who had the wit to keep their seats, picked up hints which,
skilfully used, made the fortune of more than one speech. But " it was
caviare to the general." And even those who listene<l to Sir James with
pleasure and admiration could not but acknowledge that he rather lectured

than debated. An artist who should waste on a panorama, on a scene, or

on a transparency, the exquisite finishing which we admire in some of the

small Dutch interiors, would not squ; nder his powers more than this eminent
man too often did. His audience resembled the Ixjy in the Heart of Mid-
Lothian, who pushes away the lady's guineas with contempt, and in>ists on
having the white money. They preferred the silver with wliich they were
familiar, and which they were constantly passing about from hand to hand.
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to tlie gold which they had never before seen, and with the value of which
they were unacquainted.

It is much to be regretted, we think, that Sir James Mackintosh did not
wholly devote his later years to philosophy and literature. His talents were
not those which enable a speaker to produce with rapidity a series of striking

but transitory impressions, and to excite the minds of five hundred gentle-

men at midnight, without saying any thing that any one of them will be able

to remember in the morning. His arguments were of a very different tex-

ture from those which are produced in Parliament at a moment's notice,

which puzzle a plain man who, if he had them before him in writing, would
soon detect their fallacy, and which the great debater who employs them
forgets within half an hour, and never thinks of again. Whatever was
valuable in the compositions of Sir James Mackintosh was the ripe fruit of

study and of meditation. It was the same with his conversation. In his

most familiar talk there was no wildness, no inconsistency, no amusing non-
sense, no exaggeration for the sake of momentary effect. His mind was a
vast magazine, admirably arranged. Eveiy thing was there ; and every thing

was in its place. His judginents on men, on sects, on books, had been often

and carefully tested and weighed, and had then been committed, each to its

proper receptacle, in the most capacious and accurately constnicted memoiy
that any human being ever possessed. It would have Ijeen strange indeed if

you had asked for any thing that was not to be found in that immense store-

house. The article which you required was not only there. It was ready.

It was in its own proper compartment. In a moment it was brought down,
unpacked, and displayed. If those who enjoyed the privilege—for a privi-

lege indeed it was—of listening to Sir James Mackintosh, had been disposed

to find some fault in his conversation, they might perhaps have observed that

he yielded too little to the impulse of the moment. He seemed to be recol-

lecting, not creating. He never appeared to catch a sudden glimpse of a

subject in a new light. You never saw his opinions in the making, still rude,

still inconsistent, and requiring to be fashioned by thought and discussion.

They came forth, like the pillars of that temple in which no sound of axes

or hammers was heard, finished, rounded, and exactly suited to their j^laces.

What Mr Charles Lamb has said, with much humour and some truth, of the

conversation of Scotchmen in general, was certainly true of this eminent
Scotchman. He did not find, but bring. You could not cry halves to any
thing that turned up while you were in his company.
The intellectual and moral qualities which are most important in a historian,

he possessed in a very high degree. He was singularly mild, calm, and im-

partial in his judgments of men, and of parlies. Almost all the distinguished

writers who have treated of English history are advocates. Mr Hallam and
Sir James Mackintosh alone are entitled to be called judges. But the ex-

treme austerity of Mr Hallam takes away something from the pleasure of

reading his learned, elociuent, and judicious writings. He is a judge, but a

hanging judge, the Page or Puller of the High Court of Literary Justice.

His black cap is in constant requisition. In the long calendar of those

whom he has tried, there is hardly one who has not, in spite of evidence to

character and recommendations to mercy, been sentenced and left for execu-

tion. Sir James, perhaps, erred a little on the other side. He liked a maiden
assize, and came away with white gloves, after sitting in judgment on batches

of the most notorious offenders. He had a quick eye for the redeeming parts

of a character, and a large toleration for the infirmities of men exposed to

strong temptations. But this lenity did not arise from ignorance or neglect

of moral distinctions. Though he allowed perhaps too much weight to every

extenuating circumstance that could be urged in favour of the transgressor,

he never disputed the authority of the law, or showed his ingenuity by rofin-
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ing away its enactments. On every occasion he showed himself firm where
principles were in question, but full of charity towards individuals.

We have no hesitation in pronouncing tliis Fragment decidedly the best

history now e.xtant of the reign of James the Second. It contains much new
and curious infonnation, of which excellent use has been made. But we are

not sure that the book is not in some degree open to the charge which the

idle citizen in the Spectator brought against his pudding ;
" Mem. too many

plums, and no suet. ' There is perhaps too much disquisition and too little

narrative ; and indeed this is the fault into which, judging from the habits

of Sir James's mind, we should have thought him most likely to fall. What
we assuredly did not anticipate was, that ihe narrative would be better exe-

cuted than the disquisitions. We expccte<l to find, and we have found, many
just delineations of character, and many digressions full of interest, such as

the account of the order of Jesuits, and of the state of prison discipline in

P-ngland a hundred and fifty years ago. We expected to find, and we have
found, many reflections breathing the spirit of a calm and benignant philo-

sophy. But we did not, we own, expect to find that Sir James could tell a

story as well as Voltaire or Hume. Vet such is the fact ; and if any person

doubts it, we would advise him to read the account of the events which fol-

lowed the issuing of King James's declaration, the meeting of the clergy, the

violent scene at the privy council, the commitment, trial, and acquittal of the

bishops. The most superficial reader must be charmed, we think, by the

liveliness of the narrative. But no person who is not acquainted with that

vast mass of intractable materials of which the valuable and interesting part

has been extracted and condensed can fully appreciate the skill of the writer.

Here, and indeed throughout the book, we find many harsh and careless

expressions which the author would probably have removed if he had lived

to complete his work. But, in spite of these blemishes, we must say that we
should find it difficult to point out, in any modem history, any jiassage of

equal length and at the same time of equal merit. We find in it the diligence,

the accuracy, and the judgment of Hallam, united to the vivacity and the

colouring of Southey. A histor)' of England, written throughout in tliis

manner, would be the most fascinating book in the language. It would be

more in request at the circulating libraries than the Ixst novel.

Sir James was not, we think, gifted with poetical imagination. But that

lower kind of imagination which 1;^ necessary to the historian he had in large

measure. It is not the business of the historian to create new worlds, and to

pe6ple them with new races of beings. He is to Homer and .Shaks])eare, to

Dante and Milton, what Nollekens was to Canova, or Lawrence to Michael
Angelo. The object of the historian's imitation is not within him ; it is

furnished from without. It is not a vision of beauty and grandeur discernible

only by the eye of his own mind, but a real model which he did not make,
and which he cannot alter. Vet his is not a mere mechanical imitation. The
triumph of his skill is to select such parts as may produce the effect of the

whole, to bring out strongly all the characteristic features, and to throw the

light and .shade in such a manner as may heighten the effect, lliis skill,

as far as we can judge from the unfinished work now before us, Sir James
Mackintosh possessed in an eminent degree.

The style of this Fragment is weighty, manly, and unaffected. Tliere are,

as we have said, some expressions which seem to us harsh, and .some which
we think inaccurate. These would probably have been corrected, if Sir

James had lived to suj-erinlend the ])ublicalion. We ought to add tliat the

printer has by no means done his duty. One misprint in particular is so

serious as to require notice. Sir James Mackintosh has paid a high and ju.st

tribute to the genius, the integrity, and the courage of a good and great man,
a distinguished ornament of English literature, a fearless champion of Eng-

1,
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lish liberty, Thomas Burnet, Master of the Charter House, and author of

that most eloquent and imatjinative work, the Telluris Theoria Sacra. Wher-
ever the name of tliis celebrated man occurs, it is printed " Bennet," both in

the text and in the index. This cannot be mere negligence. It is plain that

Thomas Burnet and his writings were never heard of by the gentleman who
has been employed to edite this volume, and who, not content with deform-

ing Sir James Mackintosh's text by such blunders, has prefixed to it a bad
Memoir, has appended to it a bad Continuation, and has thus succeeded in

expanding the volume into one of the thickest, and debasing it into one of the

worst that we ever saw. Never did we fall in with so admirable an illustra-

tion of the old Greek proverb, which tells us that half is sometimes more
than the whole. Never did v;e see a case in which the increase of the bulk

was so evidently a diminution of the value.

Why such an artist was selected to deface so fine a Torso, we cannot pre-

tend to conjecture. We read that, when the Consul Mummius, after the

taking of Corinth, was preparing to send to Rome some works of the greatest

Grecian sculptors, he told the packers that if they broke his Venus or his

Apollo, he would force them to restore the limbs which should be wanting.

A head by a hewer of mile-stones joined to a bosom by Praxiteles would not

sui-prise or shock us more than this supplement.

The Memoir contains much that is worth reading ; for it contains many
extracts from the compositions of Sir James Mackintosh. But when we pass

from what the biographer has done with his scissors to what he has done with

his pen, we can find nothing to ])raise in his work. Whatever may have been
the intention with which he wrote, the tendency of his narrative is to convey
the impression that Sir James Mackintosh, from interested motives, abandoned
the doctrines of the VindicicE GalliccE. Had such charges appeared in their

natural place, we should leave them to their natural fate. We would not

stoop to defend Sir James Mackintosh from the attacks of fourth-rate maga-
zines and pothouse newspapers. But here his own fame is turned against him,

A book of which not one copy would ever have been bought but for his name
in the titlepage is made the vehicle of the imputation. Under such circum-

stances we cannot help exclaiming, in the words of one of the most amiable
of Homer's heroes.

" NOj* Tts ivrjelyjs TlaTpoKXijos SeiXoio

M.UT](rdffdw irauiv yap ewlcTaro fieiXixoi elvai

Zbids iibv vvv 5 aD QdvaTos Kal Moipa Kixdvei."

We have no difficulty in admitting that, during the ten or twelve years

which followed the appearance of the Vindici'£ Gallicce, the opinions of Sir

James Mackintosh underwent some change. But did this change pass on
him alone ? Was it not common ? Was it not almost universal ? Was
there one honest friend of liberty in Europe or in America whose ardour had
not been damped, whose faith in the high destinies of mankind had not been
shaken ? Was there one observer to whom the French Revolution, or re-

volutions in general, appeared in exactly the same light on the day when the

Bastile fell, and on the day when the Girondists were dragged to the scaffold,

the day when the Directory shipped off their principal opponents for Guiana,
or the day when the Legislative Body was driven from its hall at the point

of the bayonet ? We do not speak of light-minded and enthusiastic people,

of wits like Sheridan, of poets like Alfieri ; but of the most virtuous and
intelligent practical statesmen, and of the deepest, the calmest, the most
impartial political speculators of that time. What was the language and
conduct of Lord Spencer, of Lord Fitzwilliam, of Mr Grattan? What is

the tone of M. Dumont's Memoirs, written just at the close of the eighteenth

century ? What Tory could have spoken with greater disgust and contempt
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of the French Revolution and its authors ? Nay, this writer, a republican,

and the most upright and zealous of republicans, has gone so far as to say

that Mr Burke's work on the Revolution had saved Europe. The name of

M. Dumont naturally suggests that of Mr Benlham. He, we presume, was
not ratting for a place ; and what language did he hold at that time ? Look
at his little treatise entitled Sophisnt^s Anarchiques. In that treatise he says,

that the atrocities of the Revolution were the natural consequences of the

absurd principles on which it was commenced ; that, while the chiefs of tiie

constituent assembly gloried in the thought that they were pulling down
aristocracy, they never saw that their doctrines tended to produce an evil a
hundred times more formidable, anarchy ; that the theory laid down in the

Declaration of the Rights of Man had, in a great measure, produced the

crimes of the Reign of Terror ; that none but an eyewitness could imagine

the horrors of a state of society in which comments on that Declaration were
put forth by men with no food in their bellies, with rags on their backs, and
pikes in their hands. He praises the English Parliament for the dislike

which it has always shown to abstract reasonings, and to the affirming of

general principles. In M. Dumont's preface to the Treatise on the Princi-

ples of Legislation, a preface written vmder the eye of Mr Bentham, and
published with his sanction, are the following still more remarkable expres-

sions : "M. Bentham est bien loin d'atlacher une preference exclusive a

aucune forme de gouvemement. 11 pense que la meilleure constitution

pour un peuple est celle a laquelle il est accoutume. . . . Le vice fonda-

mental des theories sur les constitutions politiques, c'est de commencer par

ftttaquer celles qui existent, et d'exciter tout au moins des inquietudes et des

jalousies de pouvoir. Une telle disposition n'est point favorable au perfec-

donnement des lois. La seule epoqiie oil Ton puisse entreprendre avec succes

des grandes reformes de legislation, est celle ou les passions publiques sont

calmes, et oU le gouvemement jouit de la stabilite la plus grande. L'objet

de M. Bentham, en cherchant dans ie vice des lois la cause de la plupart des

maux, a ete constamment d'eloigner le plus grand de tous, le bouleversement

de I'autorite, les revolutions de propricte et de pouvoir."

To so conservative a frame of mind had the excesses of the French Revolu-
tion brought the most illustrious reformers of that time. And why is one
person to be singled out from among millions, and arraigned before posterity

as a traitor to his opinions, only because events produced on him the effect

which they produced on a whole generation ? People who, like Mr Brothers
in the last generation, and Mr Percival in this, have been favoured with

revelations from heaven, may be quite independent of the vulgar sources of

knowlerlge. But such poor creatures as Mackintosh, Dumont, and Bentham,
had nothing but observation and reason to guide them ; and they obeyed the

guidance of obser\'ation and of reason. How is it in physics? A traveller

falls in with a berry which he has never before seen, lie tastes it, and finds

it sweet and refreshing. He praises it, and resolves to introduce it into his

own country. But in a few minutes he is taken violently sick ; he is con-

vulsed ; he is at the point of death. He of course changes his opinion, pro-

nounces this delicious food a poison, blames his own folly in tasting it, and
cautions his friends against it. After a long and violent struggle he recovers,

and finds himself much exhausted by his sufferings, but free from some
chn)nic complaints which had lieen the torment of his life. He then changes
his opinion again, and pronounces this fruit a very powerful reme<ly, which
ought to be employed only in extreme cases and with great caution, but which
ought not to be absolutely excluded from the Pharmacopccia. And would
it not be the height of absurdity to call such a man fickle and inconsistent,

because he had repeatedly altered his judgment? If he had not altered his

judgment, would he have been a rational being? It wxs exactly the same
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w ith the French Revolution. That event was a new pheenomenoii in politics.

Nothing t*hat liad gone before enahled any person to judge with certainty of

the course which affairs miglit take. At first the effect was the reform of

great abuses ; and honest men rejoiced. Then came commotion, proscrip-

tion, confiscation, liankniptcy, the assignats, the maximum, civil war, foreign

war, revolutionary tribunals, guillotinades, noyades, fusillades. Yet a little

while, and a military despotism rose out of the confusion, and menaced the

independence of every state in Europe. And yet again a little while, and
the old dynasty returned, followed by a train of emigrants eager to restore

the old abuses. We have now, we think, the whole before us. We should

therefore be justly accused of levity or insincerity if our language concerning

these events were constantly changing. It is our deliberate opinion that the

French Revolution, in spite of all its crimes and follies, was a great blessing

to mankind. But it was not only natural, but inevitable, that those who
had only seen the first act should be ignorant of the catastrophe, and should
be alternately elated and depressed as the plot went on disclosing itself to

them. A man who had held exactly the same opinion about the Revolution
in 1789, in 1794, in 1804, in 1814, and in 1834, would have been either a

divinely inspired prophet, or an obstinate fool. Mackintosh was neither.

lie was simply a wise and good man ; and the change which passed on his

mind was a change whicli passed on the mind of almost every wise and good
man in Europe. In fact, few of his contemporaries changed so little. The
rare moderation and calmness of his temper preserved him alike from extra-

vagant elation and from extravagant despondency. He was never a Jacobin.

He was never an Antijacobin. His mind oscillated undoubtedly ; but the

extreme points of the oscillation were not very remote. Herein he differed

greatly from some persons of distinguished talents who entered into life at

nearly the same time with him. Such persons we have seen rushing from
one wild extreme to another, out-Paining Paine, out-Castlereaghing Caslle-

reagh, Pantisocratists, Ultra-Tories, heretics, persecutors, breaking the old

laws against sedition, calling for new and shaqier la^vs against sedition,

writing democratic dramas, writing Laureate odes, panegyrising Marten,
panegyrising Laud, consistent in nothing but an intolerance which in any
person would be censurable, but which is altogether unpardonable in men
who, by their own confession, have had such ample experience of their own
fallibility. We readily concede to some of these persons the praise of elo-

quence and poetical invention ; nor are we by any means disposed, even
where they have been gainers by their conversion, to question their sincerity.

It would l)e most uncandid to attribute to sordid motives actions which admit
of a less discreditable explanation. We think that the conduct of these per-

sons has been precisely what was to be expected from men who were gifted

with strong imagination and quick sensibility, but who were neither accurate
observers nor logical reasoners. It was natural that such men shoxdd see in

the victory of the third estate of France the dawn of a new Saturnian age.

It was natural that the rage of their disappointment should be proportioned
to the extravagance of their lioj^es. Though the direction of their i)assions

was altered, the violence of those passions was the same. The force of the

rebound was proportioned to the force of the original impulse. The pendulum
swung furiously to the left, because it had been drawn too far to the right.

We own that nothing gives us so high an idea of the judgment and tem-
per of Sir James Mackintosh as the manner in which he shaped his course

through those times. Ex])oscd successively to two opposite infections, he
took both in their vei7 mildest form. The constitution of his mind was such

that neither of the diseases which wrought such havoc all round him could
in any serious degree, or for any great length of time, derange his intellectual

health. He, like every honest and enlightened man in Europe, saw with
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delight the great awakening of the French nation. Yet he never, in the
sed>on of his wannest enthusia.sni, proclaimed doctrines inconsistent with the

safety of property, arul the just authority of governments. lie, like almost
every other honest and enlightened man, was discouraged an<l perplexed by
the terrihle events which followeil. Vet he never in the most gloumy limes

abandoned the cause of j^eacc, of lilierty, and of loleratiidi. In that great

convulsion which overset almost every other understanding, he was indeed
so much shaken that he leaned sometimes in one direction and sometimes in

the other ; but he never lost his balance. The opinions in which he at last

reposed, and to which, in spite of strong temptations, he adhered w ith a firm,

a disinterested, an ill-requited fidelity, were a just mean between those which
he had defended with youthful ardour and with more than manly prowess
against Mr Burke, and those to which he had inclined during the darkest

and saddest years in the history of modern I'lurope. We are much mistaken
if this be the picture either of a weak or of a dishonest mind.
What the political opinions of Sir James Mackintosh were in his later years

is written in the annals of his country. Those annals will sufficiently refute

what the Editor has ventured to assert in the very advertisement to this work.
" Sir James Mackintosh," says he, " was avowedly and emphatically a Whig
of the Revolution : and since the agitation of religious liberty and parlia-

mentary reform b)ecame a national movement, the great transaction of 1688
has been more dispassionately, more correctly, and less highly estimated."

If these words mean any thing, they must mean that the opinions of Sir James
Mackintosh concerning religious liberty and parliamentary reform went no
further than those of the authors of the Revolution ; in other words, that Sir

James Mack nitosh opposed Catholic Emancipation, and approved of the old

constitution o*^ the House of Commons. The allegation is confuted by twenty

volumes of Pi-rliamentary Debates, nay by innumerable passages in the very

Fragment which this writer has defaced. We will venture to say that Sir

James Mackintosh often did more for religious liberty and for parliamentary

refonn in a quarter of an hour than most of those zealots w ho are in the habit

of depreciating him l.ave done or will do in the whole course of their lives.

Nothing in the Memoir or in the Continuation of the history ha.s si ruck us

so much a-s the contempt with which the writer thinks fit to speak of all things

that were done before the coming in of the vei^ Ixst fashions in jjolilics. We
think that we have sometimes observed a leaning towards the same fault in

wTiters of a much higher order of iniellect. We w ill therefore take this op-

l)ortunily of making a few remarks on an error which is, we fear, becoming
common, and which appears to us not only absurd, but as pernicious as

almost any error concerning the transactions of a past age can possibly he.

We shall not, we hope, be suspected of a bigoted attachment to the doc-

trines and practices of past generations. Our creed is that the science of

government is an experimental science, and that, like all other experimental
sciences, it is generally in a state of progression. No man is so obstinate an
admirer of the old times as to deny that medicine, surgery, Ixjtany, chemistry,

engineering, navigation, are Ijetter understood now than in any former age.

We conceive that it is the same with political science. Like those physical

sciences which we have mentioned, it has always been working itself clearer

and clearer, and depositing impurity after impurity. There was a time when
the most powerful of human intellects were deluded by the gibl)erish of the

astrologer and the alchemist ; and just so there was a lime when the most
enlightened and virtuous statesmen thought it the first duty of a gtjvernment
to persecute heretics, to found mona.stcries, to make war on Saracens. But
lime .advances : facts accumulate ; doubls arise. Faint glimpses of truth

begin to appear, and shine more and more unto the perfect day. The highest

Lntellccts, like the tops of mountains, arc the first to catth and to reflect the



322 SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH'S

dawn. They are bright, while the level below is still in darkness. But soon
the light, which at first illuminated only the loftiest eminences, descends on
the plain, and penetrates to the deepest valley. Fii-st come hints, then frag-

ments of systems, then defective systems, then complete and harmonious
systems. The sound opinion, held for a time by one bold speculator, be-

comes the opinion of a small minority, of a strong minority, of a majority of

mankind. Thus, the great progress goes on, till schoolboys laugh at the

jargon which impo.sed on Bacon, till country rectors condemn the illiberality

and intolerance of Sir Thomas More.
Seeing these things, seeing that, by the confession of the most obstinate

enemies of innovation, our race has hitherto been almost constantly advanc-

ing in knowledge, and not seeing any reason to believe that, precisely at the

point of time at which we came into the woild, a change took place in the

faculties of the human mind, or in the mode of discovering truth, we are re-

formers : we are on the side of progress. From the great advances which
European society has made, during the last four centuries, in every species of

knowledge, we infer, not that there is no more room for improvement, but
that, in every science which deser\'es the name, immense improvements may
be confidently expected.

But the very considerations which lead us to look forward with sanguine
hope to the future prevent us from looking back with contempt on the past.

We do not flatter ourselves with the notion that we have attained perfection,

and that no more truth remains to be found. We believe that we are wiser

than our ancestors. We believe, also, that our posterity will be wiser than

we. It would be gross injustice in our grandchildren to talk of us with con-

tempt, merely because theymay have surpassed us ; to call Watt a fool, because
mechanical powers may be discovered which may supersede the use of steam

;

to deride the efforts which have been made in our time to improve the disci-

pline of prisons, and to enlighten the minds of the poor, because future phil-

anthropists may devise better places of confinement than Mr Benlham's
Panopticon, and better places of education than Mr Lancaster's Schools.

As we would have our descendants judge us, so ought we to judge our fathers.

In order to form a correct estimate of their merits, we ought to place our-

selves in their situation, to put out of our minds, for a time, all that know-
ledge which ihey, however eager in the pursuit of truth, could not have, and
which we, however negligent we may have been, could not help having.

It was not merely difficult, but absolutely impossible, for the best and greatest

of men, two hundred years ago, to be what a very commonplace person in

our days may easily be, and indeed must necessarily be. But it is too much
that the benefactors of mankind, after liaving been reviled by the dunces of

their own generation for going too far, should be reviled by the dunces of

the next generation for not going far enough.
'i'iie truth lies between two absurd extremes. On one side is the bigot

who pleads the wisdom of our ancestors as a reason for not doing what they

in our place would be the first to do ; who opposes the Reform Bill because

Lord Somersdid not see the necessity of Parliamentaiy Reform ; who would
have opposed the Revolution because Ridley and Cranmer professed bound-
less submission to the royal prerogative ; and who would have opposed the

Reformation because the Fitzwalters and Mareschals, whose seals are set to

the Great Charter, were devoted adherents to the Church of Rome. On the

other side is the sciolist who speaks with scorn of the Great Charter, because

it did not reform the Church ; of the Reformation, because it did not limit

the prerogative ; and of the Revolution, because it did not purify the House
of Commons. The former of these errors we have often combated, and shall

always be ready lo combat. The latter, though rapidly spreading, has not,

we thmk, yet come under our notice. The former error bears directly on



HISTOR Y OF THE RE VOL UTION. 323

practical questions, and obstructs useful reforms. It may, therefore, seem to

be, and probably is, the more mischievousof the two. But the latter is equally

absurd ; it is at least equally symptomatic i>f a shallow understanding and an
unamiable temper : and, if it should ever become general, it will, we are satis-

fied, produce very prejudicial effects. Its tendency is to deprive the bene-
factors of mankind of their honest fame, and to put the l)est and ihc wt>rst men
of past times on the same level. The author of a great reformation is almost
always unpopular in his own age. He generally pa.sses his life in disquiet

and danger. It is therefore for the interest of the human race that the memory
of such men should be had in re\erence, and that they should be .supported

against tlie scorn and hatred of their contemporaries by the hope of leaving

a great and imperisliable name. To go on the forlorn hope of truth is a ser-

vice of peril. Who will undertake it, if it be not also a service of honour?
It is ea.sy enough, after the ramparts are carried, to find men to plant the flag

on the highest tower. The ditnculty is to find men who are ready to go first

into the breach ; and it would be bad policy indeed to insult their remains be-

cause they fell in the breach, and did not live to penetrate to the citadel.

Now here we have a book which is by no means a favourable specimen of

the Enghsh Uterature of the nineteenth century, a book indicat ng neither ex-

tensive knowledge nor great powers of reasoning. And, if we were to judge
by the pity with which the writer sjieaks of the great statesmen and philoso-

phers of a former age. we should guess that he was the author of the most
original and important inventions in political science, ^'et not so : for men
who are able to make discoveries are generally disposed to make allowances.

Men who are eagerly pressing forward in pursuit of truth are grateful to every

one who has cleared an inch of the way for them. It is, for the most part,

the man who has just capacity enough to pick up and repeat the common-
places which are fashionable in his own time who looks with disdain on the

very intellects to which it is owing that those commonplaces are not still con-

sidered as startling paradoxes or damnable heresies. This writer is just the

man who, if he had lived in the .seventeenth century, would have devoutly be-

lieved that the Papists burned London, who would have swallowed the whole
of Oates's story about the forty thousand soldiers, disguised as pilgrims, who
were to meet in Gallicia, and sail thence to invade England, who would have
carried a Protestant flail under his coat, and who would have been angry if

tlie story of the warraing-pan had been questioned. It is quite natural that

such a man should speak with contempt of the great reformers of that time,

because they did not know some things which he never would have known
but for the salutary efi'ects of their exertions. The men to whom we owe it

that we have a House of Commons are sneered at because they did not suffer

the debates of the House to be published. The authors of the Toleration Act
are treate<l as bigots, becau.se they did not go the whole length of Catholic

Emancipation. Just so we have heard a baby, mounted on the shoulders of

its father, cry out, " How mucli taller I am than Papa !"

This gentleman can never want matter for pride, if he finds it so easily. He
may boast of an indisputable superiority to all the greatest men of all past

ages. He can read and write : Homer probably did not know a letter. He
has been taxight that the earth goes round the sun : Archimedes held that the

sun went round the earth. He is aware that there is a place called New Hoi
land : Columbus and Gama went to their graves in ignorance of the fact. He
has heard erf the Georgium Sidus : Newton was ignorant of the existence oS

such a planet. He is acquainted with the use of gunpowder : Hannibal and
Cafsar won their victories with sword and spear. We submit, however, that

this is not the way in which men are to be estimated. We submit that a

woc»den spoon of our day would not be justified in calling Galileo and Napier

blockheads, because they never heard of the differential calculus. We sub-
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mit that Caxton's press in Westminster Abbey, rude as it is, ought to be looked
at with quite as much respect as the best constructed machinery that ever, in

our time, impressed the clearest type on the finest paper. Sydenham first

discovered that the cool regimen succeeded best in cases of small-pox. By
this discovery he saved the lives of hundreds of thousands ; and we venerate

his memory for it, though, he never heard of inoculation. Lady Maiy Mon-
tague brought inoculation into use ; and we respect her for it, though she

never heard of vaccination. Jenner introduced vaccination ; we admire him
for it, and we shall continue to admire him for it, although some still .safer

and more agreeable preservative should be discovered. It is thus that we
ought to judge of the events and the men of other times. They were behind
us. It could not be otherwise. But the question with respect to them is not

where they were, but which way they were going. Were their faces sot in

the right or in the wrong direction ? Were they in the front or in the rear of

their generation? Did they exert themselves to help onward the great move-
ment of the human race, or to stop it? This is not charity, but simjile jus-

tice and common sense. It is the fundamental law of the world in which wc
live that truth shall grow, first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn

in the ear. A person who complains of the men of 1 688 for not having been
men of 1835 might just as well complain of a projectile for describing a para-

bola, or of quicksilver for being heavier than water.

Undoubtedly we ought to look at ancient transactions by the light ofmodem
knowledge. Undoul)tediy it is among the first duties of a historian to point

out the faults of the eminent men of former generations. There are no errors

which are so likely to be drawn into precedent, and therefore none which it

is so necessary to expose, as the errors of persons who liave a just title to the

gratitude and admiration of posterity. In politics, as in religion, there arc

devotees who show their reverence for a departed saint by converting his tomh
into a sanctuary for crime. Receptacles of wickedness are sutTcred to remain

undisturbed in the neighbourhood of the church which glories in the relics of

some martyred apostle. Because he was merciful, his bones give security to

assassins. Because he was chaste, the precinct of his temjile is filled with

licensed stews. Privileges of an equally absurd kind have been set up against

the jurisdiction of political philosophy. Vile abuses cluster thick round every

glorious event, round eveiy venerable name ; and this evil assuredly calls for

vigorous measures of literary police. But the proper course is to abate the

nuisance without defacing the shrine, to drive out the gangs of thieves and
prostitutes without doing foul and cowardly wrong to the ashes of the ilhis-

trious dead.

In this respect, two historians of our own time may be proposed as models.

Sir James Mackintosh and Mr Mill. Differing in most things, in this they

closely resemljle each other. .Sir James is lenient. Mr Mill is severe.

But neither of them ever omits, in the apportioning of praise and of censure,

to make amjile allowance for the state of j>olitical science and political

morality in former ages. In the work before us. Sir James Mackintosh
speaks with just respect of the Whigs of the Revolution, while he never

fails to condemn the conduct of that ]iarty towards the members of the

Church of Rome. Mis doctrines are the liberal and benevolent doctrines

of the nineteenth century. But he never forgets that the men whom he is

describing were men of the seventeenth century.

From Mr Mill this indulgence, or, to speak more properly, this justice,

was less to be expected. That gentleman, in some of his works, appears to

consider politics not as an experimental, and therefore a progressive science,

but as a science of which all the difficulties may be resolved by short syn-

thetical arguments drawn from triiths of the most viUgar notoriety. Were
this opinion well founded, the people of one generation would have little or
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no advantage over those of another generation. But though Mr Mill, in

some of his Essays, has been thus misled, as we conceive, by a fomhiess

for neat and precise fonns of demonstration, it would l)e gross ii»ju«tice not

to admit that^ in his History, he has employed a very dilferent melhotl of

investigation with eminent ability and success. We know no writer who
takes so much pleasure in ihe truly useful, noble, and philosophical employ-
ment of tracing the progress of sound opinions from their embryo stale to

their full maturity. He eagerly culls from old despatches and minutes every

expression in which he can discern the imperfect germ of any great truth

which has since l>een fully developed. He never fails to l>estow praise on
those who, though far from coming up to his standard of perfection, yet

rose in a small degree above the common level of their contemporaries.

It is thus that the annals of past times ought to be written. It is thus,

especially, that the annals of our own country ought to l)e written.

The history of England is emphatically the history of progress. It is tli^

history of a constant movement of the public mind, of a constant change in

the institutions of a great society. We see that society, at the beginning of

the twelfth century, in a state more miserable than the state in which the

most degradeii nations of the East now are. We see it subjected to the

tyranny of a handful of armed foreigners. We see a strong distinction of

caste separating the victorious Norman from the vanquished Saxon. We
see the great body of the population in a state of personal slavery. We see

the most debasing and cruel superstition exercising boundless dominion over

the most elevated and benevolent minds. We see the multitude sunk in

brutal ignorance, and the stu<lious few engaged in accjuiring what did not
deserve the name of knowledge. In the course of seven centuries the

wretched and degraded race have l>ecome the greatest and most highly

civilised people that ever the world s.iw, have spread their dominion over

every quarter of the globe, have scattered the .seeds of mighty empires and
republics over vast continents of which no dim intimation had ever reached
Ptolemy or Strabo, have created a maritime power which would annihilate

in a quarter of an hour the navies of Tyre, Athens, Carthage, Venice, and
Genoa together, have carried the science of healing, the means of locomotion
and corres|X)ndence, every mechanical art, every manufacture, every thing

that promotes the convenience of life, to a perfection which our ancestors

would have thought magical, have produced a literature which may boast of

works not inferior to the noblest which Greece has bequeathed to us, have
discovered the laws which regidate the motions of the heavenly bodies, have
speculated with exquisite subtilty on the operations of the human mind, have
bieen the acknowledged leaders of the human race in the career of political

improvement. The history of England is the history of this great change
in the moral, intellectual, and physical state of the inhabitants of our
own island. There is much amusing and instructive episo<lical matter

;

but this is the main action. To us, we will own, nothing is so interesting

and delightful as to contemplate the steps by which the England of Domes-
day Bixjk, the England of the Curfew and the Forest Laws, the England of

crusaders monks, schoolmen, astrologers, serfs, outlaws, became the Eng-
land which we know and love, the classic ground of liberty and philosophy,

the school of all knowledge, the mart of all trade. IHie Charter of Henry
Beauclerk, the Great Charter, the first assembling of the House of Commons,
the extinction of i:>ersonal slavery, the separation from the .See of Rome, the

Petition of Right, the Habeas Corjius Act, the Revolution, the establishment

of the liberty of unlicensed printing, the abolition of religious disabilities, the

reform of the representative system, all these seem to us to be the successive

stages of one great revolution ; nor can we fully comprehend any one of these

memorable events unless we look at it in connection with those which pre-
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ceded, and with those which followed it Each of those [^reat and ever-memor-
able struggles, Saxon against Norman, Villein against Lord, Protestant against
Papist, Roundhead against Cavalier, Dissenter against Churchman, Man-
chester against Old Sarum, was, in its own order and season, a struggle, on
the result of which were staked the dearest interests of the human race ; a«id

every man who, in the contest which, in his time, divided our country, dis-

tinguished himself on the right side, is entitled to our gratitude and respect.

Whatever the editor of this book may think, those persons who estimate

most correctly the value of the improvements which have recently been made
in our institutions are precisdy the persons who are least disposed to speak
slightingly of what was done in 1688. Such men consider the Revolution
as a reform, imperfect indeed, but still most beneficial to the English people
and to the human race, as a reform which has been the fruitful parent of re-

forms, as a reform, the happy effects of which are at this moment felt, not only

throughout our own country, but in half the monarchies of Europe, and in the

depth of the forests of Ohio. We shall be pardoned, we hope, ifwe call the at-

tention of our readers to the causes and to tlie consequences of that great event.

We said that the history of England is the history of progress ; and, when
we take a comprehensive view of it, it is so. But when examined in small

separate portions, it may with more propriety be called a history of actions

and re-actions. We have often thought that the motion of the public mind
in our country resembles that of the sea when llie tide is rising. Each suc-

cessive wave rushes forward, breaks, and rolls back ; but the great flood is

steadily coming in. A person who looked on the waters only for a moment
might fancy that they were retiring. A person who looked on them only
for five minutes might fancy that they were rushing capriciously to and fro.

But when he keeps his eye on them for a quarter of an hour, and sees one
sea-mark disappear after another, it is impossible for him to doubt of the

general direction in which the ocean is moved. Just such has been the

course of events in England. In the histoiy of the national mind, which is,

in truth, the history of the nation, we must carefully distinguish between
that recoil which regidarly follows every advance and a great general ebb.

If we take short intervals, if we compare 1 640 and 1660, 1 680 and 1685,

1708 and 1 712, 1782 and 1794, we find a retrogression. But if we take

centuries, if, for example, we compare 1794 with 1660 or with 1685, we
cannot doubt in which direction society is proceeding.

The interval which elapsed between the Restoration and the Revolution

naturally divides itself into three periods. The first extends from 1660 to

1678, the second from 1678 to 1681, the third from 1681 to 1688.

In 1660 the whole nation was mad with loyal excitement. If we had to

choose a lot from among all the multitude of those which men have drawn
since the beginning of the world, we would select that of Charles the Second
on the day of his return. He was in a situation in which the dictates of

ambition coincided with those of benevolence, in which it was easier to be
virtuous than to be wicked, to be loved than to be hated, to earn pure and
imperishable glory than to become infamous. For once the road of good-

ness was a smooth descent. He had done nothing to merit the affection of

his people. But they had paid him in advance without measure. Elizabeth,

after the destruction of the Armada, or after the abolition of monopolies,

had not excited a thousandth part of the enthusiasm with which the young
exile was welcomed home. He was not, like Louis the Eighteenth, imposed
on his subjects by foreign conquerors ; nor did he, like Louis the Eighteenth,

come back to a country which had undergone a complete change. The
house of Bourbon was placed in Paris as a trophy of the victory of the Euro-

pean confederation. The return of the ancient princes was inseparably

associated in the public mind with the cession of extensive provinces, with
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the payment of an immense tribute, with the devastation of Nourishing de-

partments, with the occupation of the kingdom by hostile annics, with the

emptiness of those niches in which the gods of Atliens and Konie had been

the objects of a new idolatry, with the nakedness of those walls on which the

Iranshguration had shown with light as glorious as that which overliung

Mount Tabor. They came back to a land in which they could recognise

nothing. I'hc seven sleepers of the legend, who closed their eyes when the

i'agans were persecuting the Christians, and woke when the Christians were

persecuting each other, did not find themselves in a world more completely

new to them. Twenty years had done the work of twenty generations.

Events had come thick. Men had livetl fast. The old institutions and the

old feelings had been torn up by the roots. There was a new Church

founded and endowcii by the usurper ; a new nobility whose titles were

taken from fields of battle, disastrous to the ancient line ; a new chivalry

whose crosses had been won by exploits which had seemed likely to make
the banishment of the emigrants perpetual. A new code was administered

by a new magistracy. A new body of proprietors held the soil by a new
tejmre. The most ancient local distinctions had been effaced. The most

familiar names had become obsolete. There was no longer a Normandy or

a l^urgundy, a Brittany or a Guienne. The France of Louis the Si.xteenth

had p.asse<l away as completely as one of the Preadamitc worlds. Its fossil

remains might now and then excite curiosity. But it was as impossible to

put life into the old institutions as to animate ihe skeletons which are em-
Ixjdded in the depths of primeval strata. It was as absurd to think that

France could again L>e placed under the feudal system, as that our globe

could be ineri-un by mammoths. Ihe revolution in the laws and in the form

of government was but an outward sign of that mightier revolution which had

Ukcn place in ihe heart and brain of the people, and which affected every

transaction of life, trading, fanning, studying, marrying, and giving in mar-

riage. The French wlmm the emigrant prince hatl to govern were no more
like the French of his youth, than the Frencli of his youth were like the

French of the Jaquerie. He came back to a people who knew not him nor

his house, to a people to whom a Bourbon was no more than a Carlovingian

or a Merovingian. He might substitute the white Hag for the tricolor ; he
might put lilies in the place of bees ; he might order llie initials of the Em-
peror to be carefully effaced. But he could turn his eyes nowhere without

meeting some object which reminded him that he was a stranger in the palace

of his fathers. He retunicd to a country in which even the passing traveller

is every moment reminded that there has lately been a great dissolution and
reconstruction of the social system. To win the hearts of a people under
such circumstances would have been no easy task even for Henry the Fourth.

In the English Revolution the case was altogether different. Charles was
not imposed on his countrymen, but sought by them. His restoration was
not attended by any circumstance which could intlict a wountl on their

national pritlc. Insulated by our geographical position, insulated by our

character, we had fought out our quarrels and i_ITected our reconciliation

among ourselves. Our great internal que-.tions had never been mixed u]) with

the still greater question of national independence. The political doctrines

of the Roundheads were not, like those of the French philosophers, doc-

trines of universal application. Our ancestors, for the most part, took their

stand, not on a general theory, but on the particular constitution of the

realm. They asserted the rights, not of men, but of Englishmen. Their
doctrines therefore were not cont.agious ; and, had it been other\vise, no
neighbouring country was then susceptible of the contagion. The language
in which our discussions were generally conducted was scarcely known even
to a single man of letters out of the islands. Our local situation made it
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almost impossible that we should effect great conquests on the Continent.

The kings of Europe had, therefore, no reason to fear that their subjects

would follow the example of the English Puritans, and looked with indiffer-

ence, perhaps with complacency, on the death of the monarch and the

abolition of the monarchy. Clarendon complains bitterly of their apathy.

But we believe that this apathy was of the greatest service to the royal cause.

If a French or Spanish army had invaded England, and if that army had
been cut to pieces, as we have no doubt that it would have been, on the first

day on which it came face to face with the soldiers of Preston and Dunbar,
with Colonel Fight-the-good-Fight, and Captain Smite-them-hip-and-thigh,

the House of Cromwell would probably now have been reigning in England.

The nation would have forgotten all the misdeeds of the man who had cleared

the soil of foreign invaders.

Happily for Charles, no European state, even when at war with the

Commonwealth, chose to bind up its cause with tlmt of the wanderers who
were playing in the garrets of Paris and Cologne at being princes and chan-

cellors. Under the administration of Cromwell, England was more respected

and dreaded than any power in Christendom ; and, even under the ephemeral
governments which followed his death, no foreign state ventured to treat her

with contempt. Thus Charles came back, not as a mediator between his

people and a victorious enemy, but as a mediator between internal factions.

He found the Scotch Covenanters and the Irish Papists alike subdued. He
found Dunkirk and Jamaica added to the empire. He was heir to the con-

quests and to the influence of the able usurper who had excluded him.

The old government of England, as it had been far milder than the old

govemment of France, had been far less violently and completely subverted.

The national institutions had been spared, or imperfectly eradicated. The
laws had undergone little alteration. The tenures of the soil were still to be
learned from Littleton and Coke. The Great Charter was mentioned with

as much reverence in the parliaments of the Commonwealth as in those of

any earlier or of any later age. A new Confession of Faith and a new ritual

had been introduced into the church. But the bulk of the ecclesiastical pro-

perty still remained. The colleges still held their estates. The parson still

received his tithes. The Lords had, at a crisis of great excitement, been

excluded by military violence from their House ; but they retained their

titles and an ample share of the public veneration. When a nobleman made
his appearance in the House of Commons he was received with ceremonious

respect. Those few Peers who consented to assist at the inauguration of tlic

I'rotector were placed next to himself, and the most honourable offices of the

day were assigned to them. We learn from the debates of Richard's Parlia-

ment how strong a hold the old aristocracy had on the affections of the people.

One member of the House of Commons went so far as to say that, unless

their Lordships were peaceably restored, the country might soon be convulsed

by a war of the Barons. There was indeed no great party hostile to the

Upper House. There was nothing exclusive in the constitution of that body.

It was regularly recruited from among the most distinguished of the country

gentlemen, the lawyers, and the clergy. The most powerful nobles of the

century which preceded the civil war, the Duke of Somerset, the Duke of

Northumberland, Lord .Seymour of Sudeley, the Earl of Leicester, Lord
Burleigh, the Earl of Salisbuiy, the Duke of Buckingham, the Earl of Straf-

ford, had all been commoners, and had all raised themselves, by courtly arts

or by parliamentar)' talents, not merely to seats in the House of Lords, but

to the first influence in that assembly. Nor had the general conduct of the

Peers been such as to make them unpopular. They had not, indeed, in

opposing arbitrary measures shown so much eagerness and pertinacity as the

Commons. But still they had opposed those measures. They had, at the
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hepinnini; of the discontents, a common interest with the people. If Charles

had succeeded in his scheme of governing without jiarl laments, the conse-

quence of the I'eers would have Ix-en grievously diminished. If he had been

able lo raise taxes by his own authority, the estates of the Peers would have

been as much at his mercy as those of the merchants or the farmers. If he

had obtained the power of imprisoning his subjects at his pleasure, a I'eer

ran far greater risk of incurring the royal displeasure, and of being accom-
moiiated with apartments in the Tower, than any city trader or country squire.

Accordingly Charles found that the Crreat Council of I'cers which he con-

voked at York would do nothing for him. In the most useful refonns which
were made during the first session of the Long Parliament, the Peers con-

curred heartily with the Lower House ; and a large minority of the Knglish

nobles stood by the popular side through the first years of the war. At Edge-
hill, Newbury, Marston, and Nascby, the armies of the Parliament were
commanded by members of the aristocracy. It was not forgotten that a Peer

had imitated the example of Hampden in refusing the payment of the ship-

money, or that a Peer had been among the six members of the legislature

whom Charles illegally impeached.

Thus the old constitution of England was without difficulty reestablished
;

and of all the parts of i\\^. old constitution the monarchical part was, at the

time, dearest to the body of the people. It had been injudiciously depressed,

and it was in consequence unduly exalted. From the day when Charles the

First became a prisoner had commenced a reaction in favour of his person

and of his office. From the day when the axe fell on his neck before the

windows of his palace, that reaction became rapid and violent. At the Re-
storation it had attained such a point that it could go no further. The people

were ready to place at the mercy of their Sovereign all their most ancient and
precious rights. The most servile doctrines were i:)ublicly avowed. The
most moderate and constitutional opposition was condemned. Resistance

was spoken of with more horror than any crime which a human being can
commit. The Commons were more eager than the King himself to avenge
the wrongs of the royal house ; more desirous than the bishops themselves

to restore the church ; more ready to give money than the ministers to ask
for it. They abrogated the excellent law passed in the first session of the

Long Parliament, with the general consent of all honest men, to insure the

frequent nieetmg of the great council of the nation. They might probably
have l)cen induced to go further, and to restore the High Commission and
the Star Chamlx;r. All the contemporary accounts represent the nation as

in a state of hysterical excitement, of dnmken joy. In the immense multi-

tude which crowded the l)each at Dover, and bordered the road along which
the King travelled to London, there was not one who was not weeping.
Bonfires blazed. Bells jingled. The streets were thronged at night by boon-
companions, who forced all llie passers-by to swallow on bended knees brim-
ming glxsses to the health of his Most Sacred Majesty, and the damnation
of Red-nosed Noll. That tenderness to the fallen which has, through many
generations, been a marked feature of the national character, was for a time
hardly discernible. All I^ondon crowded to shout and laugh round the
gibl)et where hung the rotting remains of a prince who had made England
the dread of the world, who had lieen the chief founder of her maritime great-
ness and of her colonial empire, who had conquered Scotland and Ireland,
who had humbled Holland and Spain, the terror of whose name had been
as a guarrl round every English traveller in remote countries, and round every
Protestant congregation in the heart of C!atholic empires. When some of
those brave and honest though misg'.iided men who had sate in judgment on
their King were dragged on hurdles to a death of prolonged torture, their

last prayers were interrupted by the hisses and execrations of thousands.
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Such was England in 1660. In 1678 the whole face of things had changed.
At the former of those epochs eighteen years of commotion had made the
majority of the people ready to buy repose at any price. At the latter epoch
eighteen years of misgovemment had made the same majority desirous to

obtain security for their liberties at any risk. The fury of their returning
loyalty had spent itself in its first outbreak. In a very few months they had
hanged and half-hanged, quartered and embowelled enough to satisfy them.
The Roundhead party seemed to be not merely overcome, but too much
broken and scattered ever to rally again. Then commenced the reflux of

public opinion. The nation began to find out to what a man it had intrusted,

without conditions, all its dearest interests, on what a man it had lavished

all its fondest affection. On the ignoble nature of the restored exile, adver-

sity had exhausted all her discipline in vain. He had one immense advantage
over most other princes. Though bom in the puiple, he was far better ac-

quainted with the vicissitudes of life and the diversities of character than most
of his subjects. He had knowm restraint, danger, penury, and dependence.
He had often suffered from ingratitude, insolence, and treachery. He had
received many signal proofs of faithful and heroic attachment. He had seen,

if ever man saw, both sides of human nature. But only one side remained
in his memory. He had learned only to despise and to distrust his species,

to consider integrity in men, and modesty in women, as mere acting ; nor
did he think it worth while to keep his opinion to himself. He was incap-

able of friendship
; yet he was perpetually led by favourites without being in

the smallest degree duped by them. He knew that their regard to his in-

terests was all simulated ; but, from a certain easiness which had no connec-
tion with humanity, he submitted, half-laughing at himself, to be made the

tool of any woman whose person attracted him, or of any man whose tattle

diverted him. He thought little and cared less about religion. He seems
to have passed his life in dawdling suspense between Hobbism and Popery.

He was crowned in his youth with the Covenant in his hand ; he died at last

with the Host sticking in his throat ; and, during most of the intermediate

years, was occupied in persecuting both Covenanters and Catholics. He was
not a tyrant from the ordinary motives. He valued power for its own sake

little, and fame still less. He does not appear to have been vindictive, or to

have found any pleasing excitement in cnielty. What he wanted was ti> be
amused, to get through the twenty-four hours pleasantly without sitting down
to dry business. Sauntering was, as Sheffield expresses it, the true Sultana

Queen of his Majesty's affections. A sitting in council would have been in-

supportable to him if the Duke of Buckingham had not been there to make
mouths at the Chancellor. It has been said, and is highly probable, that in his

exile, he was quite disposed to sell his rights to Cromwell for a good round
sum. To the last, his only quarrel with his Parliaments was tliat they

often gave him trouble and would not always give him money. If there

was a person for whom he felt a real regard, that person was his brother. If

there was a point about which he really entertained a scruple of conscience

or of honour, that point was the descent of the crown. Yet he was willing

to consent to the Exclusion Bill for .six hundred thousand pounds ; and
the negotiation was broken off only because he insisted on being paid be-

forehand. To do him justice, his temper was good ; his manners agree-

able ; his natural talents above mediocrity. But he was sensual, frivolous,

false, and cold-hearted, beyond almost any prince of whom history makes
mention.

Under the government of such a man, the English people could not be
long in recovering from the intoxication of loyalty. They were then, as they

are still, a brave, proud, and high-spirited race, unaccustomed to defeat, to

shame, or to sei-v'ilude. The splendid administration of Oliver had taught

them to consider their country as a match for the greatest empires of the
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earth, as the first of maritime powers, as the head of the Protestant interest.

Though, in the day of their ajflfectionate enthusiasm, ihcy might sometimes
extol the royal prerogative in terms which would have better become the
courtiers of Aurungzcbe, they were not men whom it was quite safe to take
at their word. They were much more perfect in the theory than in the
practice of passive obedience. Though they might deride the austere man-
ners and scriptural phrases of the Puritans tiiey were still at heart a rehgious
people. The majority saw no great sin in field-sports, stage-plays, promis-
cuous dancing, cards, fairs, starcii, or false hair. But gross protaneness and
licentiousness were regarded with general horror ; and the Catholic religion

was held in utter detestation by nine tenths of the middle class.

Such was the nation which, awaking from its rapturous trance, found
itself sold to a foreign, a despotic, a Popish court, defeated on its own seas
and rivers by a state of far inferior resources, and placed under the rule of
pandani and buffoons. Our ancestors saw the best and ablest divines of the
age turned out of their benefices by hundreds. They saw the prisons filled

with men guilty of no other crime than that of worshipping God according
to the fashion generally prevailing throughout Protestant Europe. 1 hey
.saw a Popish Queen on the throne, and a Popish heir on the steps of the
throne. They saw unjust aggression followed by feeble war, and feeble war
ending in disgraceful peace. They saw a Dutch fleet riding triumphant in

the Thames. They saw the Triple Alliance broken, the Exchequer shut up,
the public credit shaken, the arms of England employed, in shameful sub-
ordination to France, against a country which seemed to be the last asylum
of civil and religious liberty. They saw Ireland discontented, and Scotland
in relx:llion. They saw, meantime, Whitehall swarming with sharpers and
courtesans. They saw harlot after harlot, and bastard after bastard, not
only raised to the highest honours of the peerage, but supplied out of the
.spoils of the honest, industrious, and mined public creditor, with ample
means of supporting the new dignity. The government became more cnlious

every day. Even in the bosom of that very House of Commons which had
been elected by the nation in the ecstasy of its penitence, of its joy, and of
its hope, an opposition sprang up and became powerful. Loyalty which
had been proof against all the disasters of the civil war, which had survived
the routs of Naseby and Worcester, which had never flinched from seques-
tration and exile, which the Protector could never intimidate or seduce,
began to fail in this last and hardest trial. The storm had long been gather-
ing. At length it burst with a fury which threatened the whole frame of
society with dissolution.

\Mien the general election of January, 1679, took place, the nation had
retraced the path which it had been describing from 1640 to 1660. It was
again in the same mood m whii h it had been when, after twelve years of
misgovemment, the Ix)ng Parliament assembled. In every part of the
country, the name of courtier had become a by-word of reproach. The old
warriors of the Covenant again ventured out of those retreats in which they
had, at the time of the Restoration, hidden themselves from the insults of
the triumphant Malignants, and in which during twenty years, they had pre-
served in full vigour

" The unconquemble will
And study of revenge, immortal hate,
With courage never to submit or yield.
And what i.s else not to b.; overcome."

Then were again seen in the streets faces which called up strange and
terrible recollections of the days when the saints, with the high praises of
God m their niouths, and a two-edged sword in their hands, had bound
kings with chains, and nobles with links of iron. Then were again heard
voices which had shouted " Privilege " by the coach of Charles I. in the
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time of his tyranny, and had called for "Justice" in Westminster Hall on
the day of his trial. It has been the fashion to represent the excitement of

this period as the effect of tlie Popish plot. To us it seems clear that the

Popish plot was rather the effect than the cause of the general agitation. It

was not the disease, but a symptom, though, like many other symptoms, it

aggravated the severity of the disease. In 1660 or 1661 it would have been
utterly out of the power of such men as Oates or Bedloe to give any serious

disturbance to the Government. They would have been laughed at, pil-

loried, well pelted, soundly whipped, and speedily forgotten. In 1678 or

1679 there would have been an outbreak, if those men had never been born.

For years things liad been steadily tending to such a consummation. Society

was one vast mass of combustible matter. No mass so vast and so combus-
tible ever waited long for a spark.

Rational men, we suppose, are now fully agreed that by far the greater

part, if not the whole, of Oates's story was a pure fabrication. It is indeed

highly probable that, during his intercourse with the Jesuits, he may have
heard much wild talk about the best means of reestablishing the Catholic

religion in England, and that from some of the absurd daydreams of the

zealots with whom he then associated he may have taken hints for his nar-

rative. But we do not believe that he was privy to any thing which deserved

the name of conspiracy. And it is quite certain that, if there be any small

portion of truth in his evidence, that portion is so deeply buried in falsehood

that no human skill can now effect a separation. We must not, however,
forget, that we see his stoiy by the light of much information which his con-

temporaries did not at first possess. We have nothing to say for the wit-

nesses, but something in mitigation to offer on behalf of the public. We
own that the credulity which the nation showed on that occasion seems to us,

though censurable indeed, yet not wholly inexcusable.

Our ancestors knew, from the experience of several generations at home
and abroad, how restless and encroaching was the disposition of the Church
of Rome. The heir-apparent of the crown was a bigoted member of that

church. The reigning King seemed far more inclined to show favour to that

church than to the Presbyterians. He was the intimate ally, or rather the

hired servant, of a powerful King, who had already given ]jroofs of his de-

termination to tolerate within his dominions no other religion than that of

Rome. The Catholics had begun to talk a bolder language than fonnerly,

and to anticipate the restoration of their worship in all its ancient dignity

and splendour. At this juncture, it is rumoured that a Popish plot has

been discovered. A distinguished Catholic is arrested on suspicion. It

appears that he has destroyed almost all his papers. A few letters, how-
ever, have escaped the flames ; and these letters are found to contain much
alarming matter, strange expressions about subsidies from France, allusions

to a vast scheme which would "give the greatest blow to the Protestant

religion that it had ever received," and which "would utterly subdue a

pestilent heresy." It was natural that those who saw these expressions, in

letters which liad been overlooked, should suspect that there \\assome hor-

rible villany in those which had been carefully destroyed. Such was the

feeling of the House of Commons: "Question, question, Coleman's letters!"

was the cry which drowned the voices of the minority.

Just after the discovery of these papers, a magistrate who had been dis-

tinguished by his independent spirit, and who had taken the deposition of

the informer, is found murdered, under circumstances which make it almost

incredible that he should have fallen either by robbers or by his own hands.

Many of our readers can rememljcr the state of London just after the murdere

of Mar and Williamson, the terror which was on eveiy face, the careful bar-

ring of doors, the providing of blunderbusses and watchmen's rattles. We
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know of a shopkeeper who on that occasion soUl three hundred rattles in

about ten hours. Those who rcnieinl>er tliat panic may be able to form some
notion of the state of Enijland after the death of Clodfrey. Indeeil, we must
say that, after having read and weighed all the evidence now extant on that

mysterious subject, we incline to the opinion that he was assassinated, and
assassinated by Catholics, not assuredly by Catholics of the least weight or

note, but by some of those crazy and vindictive fanatics who may be found

in every large sect, and who are peculiarly likely to be found in a persecuted

sect. Some of the violent Cameronians had recently, under similar exas-

jieration, committed similar crimes.

It was natural that there should be a panic ; and it was natural that the

people should, in a panic, be unreasonable and credulous. It must be re-

membereil also that ihey had not at first, as we have, the means of comparing
the evidence which was given on different trials. They wero not aware of

one tenth part of the contradictions and absurdities which Oates had com-
mitted. The blunders, for example, into which he fell before the Council,

his mistake about the person of Don John of Austria, and about the situation

of the Jesuits' College at I'aris, were not publicly known. He was a bad

man ; but the spies and deserters by whom governments are informed of con-

spiracies are generally bad men. Ilis story was strange an<l loinaniic ; but

it was not more strange and romantic than a well-authLnticated Popish plot,

which some few people then living might remember, the Gunpowder treason.

( >ates's account of the burning of London was in itself not more improbable
than the project of blowing up King, Lorfls, and Commons, a project which
had not only l>een entertained by very distinguished Catholics, but which had
very narrowlv missed of success. As to the design on the King's person,

all the world knew that, within a century, two kings of France and a prince

of Orange had been murdered by Catholics, purely from religious enthusiasm,

that Elizabeth had been in constant danger of a similar fate, and that such

attempts, to say the least, had not been discouraged by the highest authority

of the Church of Rome. The characters of some of the accused persons stood

high ; but so did that of Anthony Babington, and that of Everard Digby.

Those who suffered denied their guilt to the last ; but no persons versed in

criminal proceedings would attach any importance to this circumstance. It

was well known also that the most distinguished Catholic casuists had written

largely in defence of regicide, of mental reservation, and of equivocation.

It was not quite impossible that men whose minds had been nourished with

the writings of such casuists might think themselves justified in denying a

charge which, if acknowledged, would bring great scandal on the Church.
The trials of the accused Catholics were exactly like all the state trials of

those days; that is to say, as infamous as they could be. They were neither

fairer nor less fair than those of Algernon Sydney, of Kosewtll, of Coniish,

of all the unhappy men, in short, whom a {predominant party brought to what
was then facetiously called justice. Till the Revolution purified our institu-

tions and our manners, a state trial was merely a murder preceded by the

uttering of certain gibl^'rish and the performance of certain mummeries.
The Opposition iiad now the great body of the nation with them. 'ITirice

the King dissolved the Parliament ; and thrice the constituent body sent him
back representatives fully determined to keep strict watch on all his measures,

and to exclude his brother from the throne. Had the character of Charles
resembled that of liis father, this intestine discord would infallibly have ended
in a civil war. Obstinacy and passion would have been his ruin. His levity

and apathy were his security. He resembled one of those light Indian boats
which are safe I)ecau&e they are pliant, which yield to the impact of every
wave, and which therefore bound without danger through a .surf in which a

vessel ribbed with heart of oak would inevitably perisn. The only thing
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about wliich his mind was unalterably made up was that, to use his owT.

phrase, he would not go on his travels again for any body or for any thing.

His easy, indolent behaviour produced all the effects of the most artful policy.

He suffered things to take their course ; and if Achitophel had been at one
of his ears, and Machiavel at the other, they could have given him no better

advice than to let things take their course. He gave way to the violence of

the movement, and waited for the corresponding violence of the rebound.

He exhibited himself to his subjects in the interesting character of an op-

pressed king, who was ready to do any thing to please them, and who asked
of them, in return, only some consideration for his conscientious scruples and
for his feelings of natural affection, who was ready to accept any ministers,

to grant any guarantees to public liberty, but who could not find it in his

heart to take away his brother's birthright. Nothing more was necessary.

He had to deal with a people whose noble weakness it has always been not

to press too hardly on the vanquished, with a people the lowest and most
brutal of whom cry " Shame !" if they see a man struck when he is on the

ground. The resentment which the nation had felt towards the Court began
to abate as soon as the Court was manifestly unable to offer any resistance.

The panic which Godfrey's death had excited gradually subsided. Every
day brought to light some new falsehood or contradiction in the stories of

Oates and Bedloe. The people were glutted with the blood of Papists, as

they had, twenty years before, been glutted with the blood of regicides.

When the first sufferers in the plot were brought to the bar, the witnesses

for the defence were in danger of being torn in pieces by the mob. Judges,
jurors, and spectators seemed equally indifferent to justice, and equally eager

for revenge. Lord Stafford, the last sufferer, was pronounced not guilty by
a large minority of his peers ; and when he protested his innocence on the

scaffold, the people cried out, " God bless you, my lord ; we believe you, my
lord." The attempt to make a son of Lucy Waters King of England was
alike offensive to the pride of the nobles and to the moral feeling of the middle
class. The old Cavalier party, the great majority of the landed gentry, the

clergy and the universities almost to a man, began to draw together, and to

form in close array round the throne.

A similar reaction had begun to take place in favour of Charles the First

during the second session of the Long Parliament; and, if ihat prince had
been honest or sagacious enough to keep himself strictly within the limits of

the law, we have not the smallest doubt that he would in a few months have
found himself at least as powerful as his best friends, Lord Falkland, Cul-
peper, or Hyde, would have wished to see him. By illegally impeaching
the leaders of the Opposition, and by making in person a wicked attempt on
the House of Commons, he stopped and turned back that tide of loyal feel-

ing which was just beginning to run strongly. The son, quite as little re-

strained by law or by honour as the father, was, luckily for himself, a man o/'

a lounging, careless temper, and, from temper, we believe, rather than from
policy, escaped that great error which cost the father so dear. Instead of
tiying to pluck the fruit before it was ripe, he lay still till it fell mellow into

his very mouth. If he had arrested Lord Shaftesbury and Lord Russell in a
manner not warranted by law, it is not improbable that he would have ended
his life in exile. He took the sure course. He employed only his legal pre-

rogatives, and he found them amply sufficient for his purpose.
During the first eighteen or nineteen years of his reign, he had been play-

ing the game of his enemies. From 1678 to 1681, his enemies had played
his game. They owed their power to his m.isgovemment. He owed the
recovery of his power to their violence. The gieat body of the people came
back to him after their estrangement with impetuous affection. He had scarcely
been more popular when he landed on the coast of Kent than when, after

several years ui restraint and humiliation, he dissolved his last Parliament.
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Nevertheles";, wliile this flux and retlux of opinion wont on, the cause of

public lil)erty was steadily gaining. 1 here had been a great reaction in favour

of the throne at the Restoration. But tlie Star Clianiber, the High Com-
mission, the Ship-muney, had for ever disappeared. Tlicrc was now an-

other similar reaction. But the Habeas-Corpus Act had been passed during

the short predominance of the Upposition, and it was not repealed.

The King, however, supported as he was by the nation, was quite strong

enough to inflict a terrible revenge on the parly which had lately held him
in l)ondage. In 1681 commenced the third of those periods into which we
have divided the history- of England from the Restoration to the Revolu-

tion. During this period a thinl great reaction took place. The excesses

of tyranny restored to the cause of liberty the hearts which had been alienated

from that cause by the e.xcesses of faction. In 16S1, the King had almost

all his enemies at his feet. In 1688, the King was an exile in a strange land.

The whole of that machinery which had" lately been in motion against the

Papists was now put in motion against the Whigs, browbeating judges,

packed jurie-s, lying witnesses, clamorous spectators. The ablest chief of

the party fled to a foreign country and died there. The most virtuous man
of the party was beheaded, .\nother of its most distinguished members pre-

ferred a voluntary death to the shame of a public execution. The boroughs

on which the government could not depend were, by means of legal quibbles,

deprived of their charters ; and their constitution was remodelled in such a

manner as almost to insure the return of representatives devoted to the Court.

All parts of the kingdom emulously sent up the most extravagant assurances

of the love which they bore to their sovereign, and of the abhorrence with

which they regarded those who (Questioned the divine origin or the b>oundless

extent of his power. It is scarcely necessary to say that, in this hot com-
petition of bigots and slaves, the University of Oxford hatl the unquestioned

preeminence. The glory of being farther behind the age than any olhei 1

portion of the British people, is one which that learned body acquired early,

and has never lost.

Charles died, and his brother came to the throne ; but, though the person

of the sovereign was changed, the love and awe with which the office was
regarded were undiminished. Iniieed, it seems that, of the two princes,

Jaines was, in spite of his religion, rather the favourite of the High Church
party. He had been specially singled out xs the mark of the Whigs ; and
this circumstance sufficed to make him the iilol of the Tories. He called a

Parliamenr. The loyal gentry of the counties and the packed voters of the

remodelled boroughs gave him a parlianunt such as England had not seen

for a century, a parliament beyond all comparison the most obsequious that

ever sate under a prince of the House of Stuart. One insurrectionary move-
ment, indeed, took place in England, and another in .Scotland. Both were
put down with ease, and punished with tremendous severity. Even after

that bloody circuit, which will never be forgotten while the English race

exists in any part of tiie globe, no member of the House of Commons ven-

tured to whisper even the mildest censure on Jeffreys. Edmund Waller,

emboldened by his great age and his high reputation, attacked the cruelty

of the military chiefs ; and this is the brightest part of his long and checkered
public life. But even Wallcrdid not venture toarraign the siill more odious

cruelty of the Chief Justice. It is hardly too much to .say that James, at

thDt time, had little reason to envy the extent of authority possessed by

Louis the
Fourteenth.

By what means this vast power was in three years broken down, by what

perverse and frantic misgovemment the tyrant revived the spirit of the van-

3uished Whigs, turned to fixed hostility the neutrality of the trimmers, and

rove from him the landed gentry, the Church, the army. hLs own creatures,

his own children, is well known to our readers. But we wish to say some-
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thing about one part of the question, which in our owti time has a little

puzzled some very worthy men, and about which the author of the Continua-

tion before us has said much with which we can by no means concur.

James, it is said, declared himself a supporter of toleration. If he violated

the constitution, he at least violated it for one of the noblest ends that any
statesman ever had in view. His object was to free millions of his subjects

from penal laws and disabilities which hardly any person now considers as

just. He ought, therefore, to be regarded as blameless, or, at worst, as guilty

only of employing irregular means to effect a most praiseworthy purpose.

A very ingenious man, whom we believe to be a Catholic, Mr Banim, has

written a historical novel, of the literary merit of which we cannot speak

very highly, for the purpose of inculcating this opinion. The editor of

Mackintosh's Fragment assures us that the standard of James bore the nobler

inscription, and so forth ; the meaning of which is, that William and the

other authors of the Revolution were vile Whigs who drove out James for

being a Radical ; that the crime of the King was his going farther in

liberality than his subjects ; that he was the real champion of freedom ; and
that Somers, Locke, Newton, and other narrow-minded people of the same
sort, were the real bigots and oppressors.

Now, we admit that if the premises can be made out, the conclusion fol-

lows. If it can be shown that James did sincerely wish to establish perfect

freedom of conscience, we shall think his conduct deserving of indulgence,

if not of praise. We shall not be inclined to censure harshly even his illegal

acts. We conceive that so noble and salutary an object would have justified

resistance on the part of subjects. We can therefore scarcely deny that it

would at least excuse encroachment on the part of a king. But it can be

proved, we think, by the strongest evidence, that James had no such object

in view ; and that, under the pretence of establishing perfect religious liberty,

he was trying to establish the ascendency and the exclusive dominion of the

Church of Rome.
It is true that he professed himself a supporter of toleration. Every sect

clamours for toleration when it is down. We have not the smallest doubt

that, when Bonner was in the Mar.shalsea, he thought it a very hard thing

that a man should be locked up in a gaol for not being able to understand

the words, " This is my body," in the same way with the lords of the council.

It would not be very wise to conclude that a beggar is full of Christian

charity, because he assures you that God will reward you if you give him a

penny ; or that a soldier is humane, because he cries out lustily-for quarter

when a bayonet is at his throat. The doctrine which, from the very first

origin of religious dissensions, has been held by all bigots of all sects, when
condensed into a few words, and stripped of rhetorical disguise, is simply

this : I am in the right, and you arc in the wrong. When you are the

stronger, you ought to tolerate me ; for it is your duty to tolerate tmth.

But when I am the stronger, I shall persecute you ; for it is my duty to

persecute error.

The Catholics lay under severe restraints in England. James wi.shed to

remove those restraints ; and therefore he held a language favourable to

liberty of conscience. But the whole history of his life proves that this was

a mere pretence. In 1679 he held similar language, in a conversation with

the magistrates of Amsterdam ; and the author of the Continuation refers to

this circumstance as a proof that the King had long entertained a strong

feeling on the subject. Unhappily it proves only the utter insincerity of

all the King's later professions. If he had pretended to be converted to the

doctrines of toleration after his accession to the throne, some credit might

have been due to him. But we know most certainly that, in 1679, and long

after that year, James was a most bloody and remorseless persecutor. After
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1679, he was placed at the head of the govemnicnt of Scotland. And what
had been his conduct in that country ? He had hunted down the scattered

remnant of the Covenanters with a barbarity of which no other prince of

modem times, Philip the Second excepted, had ever shown himself capable.

He had indulged himself in the amusement of seeing the torture of the Bc«3t

inflicteil on the wretched enthusiasts whom persecution had driven to resist-

ance. After his accession, almost his first act was to obtain from the servile

parliament of Scotland a law for inflicting death on preachers at conventicles

held within houses, and on both preachers and hearers at conventicles held

in the open air. All this he had done for a religion which was not his own.
All this he had done, not in defence of tnith against error, but in defence of

one damnable error against another, in defence of the Episcopalian against

the Presbyterian apostasy. I>ouis the Fourteenth is justly censured for tr^-ing

to dragoon his subjects to heaven. But it was reser\ed for James to torture

and murder for the difference between two roads to hell. .And this man, so

deeply imbued with the poison of intolerance that, rather than not persecute

at all, he would persecute people out of one heresy into another, this man is

held up as the champion of religious liberty. This man, who persecuted in

the cause of the unclean panther, would not, we are told, have persecuted

for the sake of the milk-white and immortal hind.

And what was the conduct of James at the very time when he was pro-

fessing zeal for the rights of conscience ? Was he not even then persecuting

to the very best of his power ? Was he not employing all his legal preroga-

tives, and many prerogatives which were not legal, for the purpose of forcing

his subjects to conform to his creed ? While he pretended to abhor the laws
which excluded Dissenters from office, was he not himself dismissing from
office his ablest, his most experienced, his most faithful servants, on account
of their religious opinions? For what offence was Lord Rochester driven

from the Treasur\- ? He was closely connected with the Royal House. He
was at the head of the Tory party. He had stood firmly by James in the

most tr^'ing emergencies. But he would not change his religion, and he
was dismissed. That we may not be suspected of overstating the case, Dr
Lingard, a very competent, and xssiiredly not a very willing witness, shall

speak for us. "The King," says that able but partial writer, "was dis-

appointed : he complained to Barillon of the obstinacy and insincerity of the

treasurer ; and the latter received from the French envoy a very intelligible

hint that the loss of office would result from his adhesion to his religious

creed. He was, however, inflexible ; and James, after a long delay, com-
municated to him, but with considerable embarrassment and many tears, his

final determination. He had hopc-d, he said, that Rochester, by conforming
to the Church of Rome, would have sparc<l him the unpleasant task ; but

kings must sacrifice their feelings to their duty." And this was the King
who wished to have all men of all .sects rendered alike capable of holding
office. These proceedings were alone sufficient to take away all credit from
his liberal professions ; and such, as we learn from the despatches of the

Papal Nuncio, was really the effect. " Pare," says D'Adda, writing a few
days after the retirement of Rochester, "pare che gli animi sono inaspriti

della voce che corre tra il popolo, d' esser cacciato il detto ministro per non
essere Cattolico, percio tirarsi al esterminio de' Protestanti." Was it ever

denied that the favours of the Crown were constantly bestowed and with-

held purely on account of the religious opinions of the claimants? And if

these things were done in the green tree, what would have been done in the

dry? If James acted thus when he had the strongest motives to court his

Protestant subjects, what course was he likely to follow when he had obtained
from them all that he asked ?

\V'ho again was his closest ally? And what was the policy of that ally?



338 ' SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH'S

The subjects of James, it is true, did not know lialf the infamy of their

sovereign. They did not know, as we know, that, while he was lectunng
them on the blessings of equal toleration, he was constantly congratulating

his good brother Louis on the success of that intolerant policy which had
turned the fairest tracts of France into deserts, and driven into exile myriads
of tlie most peaceable, industrious, and skilful artisans in the world. But
the English did know that the two princes were bound together in the closest

union. They saw their sovereign with toleration on his lips, separating him-
self from those states which had first set the example of toleration, and con-

necting himself by the strongest ties with the most faithless and merciless

persecutor who could then be found on any continental throne.

By what advice again was James guided ? Who were the persons in whom
he placed the greatest confidence, and who took the warmest interest in his

schemes? The ambassador of France, the Nuncio of Rome, and Father
Petre the Jesuit. And is not this enough to prove that the establishment of

equal toleration was not his plan ? Was Louis for toleration ? Was the

Vatican for toleration? Was the order of Jesuits for toleration? We know
that the liberal professions of James were highly approved by those very

governments, by those veiy societies, whose theory and ])ractice it noto-

riously was to keep no faith with heretics and to give no quarter to heretics.

And are we, in order to save James's reputation for sincerity, to believe that

all at once those governments and those societies had changed their nature,

had discovered the criminahty of all their former conduct, had adopted prin-

ciples far more liberal than those of Locke, of Leighton, or of Tillotson?

Which is the more probable supposition, that the King who had revoked the

edict of Nantes, the Pope under whose sanction the Inquisition was then im-

prisoning and burning, the religious order which, in every controversy in

which it had ever been engaged, had called in the ai<l either of the magis-

trate or of the assassin, should have become as thorough-going friends to

religious liberty as Dr Franklin and Mr Jefferson, or that a Jesuit-ridden

bigot should be induced to dissemble for the good of the Church?
The game which the Jesuits were playing was no new game. A hundred

years before they had preached up political freedom, just as they were now
preaching up religious freedom. They had tried to raise the republicans

against Ilenry the P'ourth and Flizal)eth, just as they were now trying to

raise the Protestant Dissenters against the Established Church. In the .six-

teenth century, the tools of Philip the Second were constantly preaching

doctrines that bordered on Jacobinism, constantly insisting on the right of

the peo])le to ca.shier kings, and of every private citizen to plunge his dagger
into the heart of a wicked nder. In the seventeenth centur)', the persecutors

of the Huguenots were crying out against the tyranny of the Established

Church of England, and vindicating with the utmost fer\'our the right of

every man to adore God after his own fashion. In both cases they were
alike insincere. In both cases the fool who had tnisted them would have
found himself miserably duped. A good and wise man would doubtless

disapprove of the arbitrary measures of Elizabeth. But would he have really

served the interests of political liberty, if he had put faith in the professions

of the Romish casuists, joined their party, and taken a share in Northumber-
land's revolt, or in Babington's conspiracy? Would he not have been assist-

ing to establish a far worse tyranny than that which he was trying to put

down ? In the same manner, a good and wi.se man would doubtless see very

much to condemn in ihe conduct of the Church of England under the Stuarts.

But was he therefore to join the King and the Catholics against that Church ?

And was it not plain that, by so doing, he would assist in setting up a

spiritual despotism, compared with which the despotism of the Establishment
was as a little fingej to the loins, as a rod of whips to a rod of scorpions ?
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Ix>uis had a far stronger mind than James. I le had at least an equally

hif^h sense of honour. He was in a much less degree the slave of his priests.

His Protestant subjects had all the security for their rights of conscience

which law and solemn compact could give. Had that security been found

sufficient ? And was not one such instance enough for one generation ?

The plan of James seems to us perfectly intelligible. The tolenition which,

with the concurrence and ap[>lause of all the most cniel persecutors in Europe,

he was olTering to his people, \vas meant simply to divide them. This is the

most obvious ami \-ulgar of political artifices. We have .seen it employed a

hundred limes within our own memory. At this moment we see the Carlists

in France hallooing on the Extreme I^ft against the Centre Left. Pour
years ago the same trick was practised in England. We heard old buyers

and sellers of boroughs, men who had been seated in the House of Com-
mons by the unsparing use of ejectments, and who had, through their whole
lives, opposed every measure which tended to increase the power of the de-

mocracy, abusing the Reform Bill as not democratic enough, appealing to

the bV)ouring classes, execrating the tyranny of the ten-pound householders,

and exchanging compliments and caresses with the most noted incendiaries

of our time. The cry of universal toleration was employed by James, just

as the cry of universal suffrage was lately employed by some veteran Tories.

1 he objectof the mock democrats of our time was to produce a conflict between
the middle classes and the multitude, and thus to prevent all reform. The ob-

ject of James was to produce a conflict between the Church and the Protest-

ant Dissenters, and thus to facilitate the victory of the Catholics over both.

We do not believe that he could have succeeded. But we do not think

his plan so utterly frantic and hopeless as it has generally been thought ; and
we are sure that, if he had been allowed to gain his first point, the people

would have had no remedy left but an appeal to physical force, which would
have been made under most unfavourable circumstances. He conceived that

the Tories, hampered by their professions of passive obedience, would have
submitted to his pleasure, and that the Dissenters, seduced by his delusive

promises of relief, would ha\ j given him strenuous support. In this way
he hoped to obtain a law, nominally for the removal of all religious disa-

bilities, but really for the excluding of all Protestants from all offices. It

is never to be forgotten that a prince who has all the patronage of the state

in his hands can, without violating the letter of the law, establish w hatever

test he chooses. And, from tlie whole conduct of James, we have not the

smallest doubt that he would have availed himself of his power to the utmost.

The statutc-lxK>k might declare all Englishmen equally capable of holding

office ; but to what end, if all offices were in the gift of a sovereign resolved

not to employ a single heretic ? We firmly l)elieve that not one post in the

government, in the army, in the navy, on the bench, or at the bar, not one
peerage, nay not one ecclesiastical benefice in the royal gift, would have been
bestowed on any Protestant of any persuasion. Even while the King had
still strong motives to dissemble, he had made a Catholic Dean of Christ

Church and a Catholic President of Magdalen College. TTiere seems co be
no doubt that the See of York was kept vacant for another Catholic. If

James liad been suffered to follow this course for twenty years, every mili-

tary man from a general to a drummer, every officer of a ship, every judge,

ever)' King's counsel, every lord-lieutenant of a county, every justice of the

pe?.ce, every ambassador, every minister of state, every person cmployetl in

the royal household, in the custom-house, in the post-office, in the excise,

would have been a Catholic. The Catholics would have had a majority in

the House of Lords, even if that majority had been made, as Sunderland
threatened, by bestowing coronets on a whole troop of the Guards. Catho-
lics would have had. we believe, the chief weisht even in the Convocation.
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Every })ishop, every dean, every liolder of a crown living, every head of

every colieye which was subject to the royal power, would have belonged to

the Church of Rome. Almost all the places of liberal education would have
been under the direction of Catholics. The whole power of licensing books
would have been in the hands of Catholics. All this immense mass of power
would have been steadily supported by the amis and by the gold of France,

and would have descended to an heir whose whole education would have
been conducted with a view to one single end, the complete reestablishment

of the Catholic religion. The I louse of Commons would have been the only

legal obstacle. But the rights of a great portion of the electors were at the

mercy of the courts of law ; and the courts of law were absolutely dependent

on the Crown. We cannot therefore think it altogether impossible that a

house might have been packed which would have restored the days of Mary.

"We certainly do not believe that this would have been tamely borne.

But we do 'believe that, if the nation had been deluded by the King's pro-

fessions of toleration, all this would have been attempted, and could have

been averted only by a most bloody and destructive contest, in which the

whole Protestant ])opulation would have been opposed to the Catholics. On
the one side would have been a vast numerical superiority. But on the other

side would have been the whole organization of govenmient, and two great

disciplined armies, that of James, and that of Louis. We do not doubt that

the nation would have achieved its deliverance. But we believe that the

stniggle would have shaken the whole fabric of society, and that the ven-

geance of the conquerors would have been terrible and unsparing.

But James was stopped at the outset. He thought himself secure of the

Tories, because they professed to consider all resistance as sinful, and of the

Protestant Dissenters, because he offered them relief. He was in tlie wrong
as to both. The error into which he fell about the Dissenters was very

natural. But the confidence which he placed in the loyal assurances of the

High Church party was the most exquisitely ludicrous proof of folly that a

politician ever gave.

Only imagine a man acting for one single day on the supposition that all

his neighbours believe all that they profess, and act up to all that they believe.

Imagine a man acting on the supposition that he may safely offer the dead-

liest injuries and insults to everybody who says that revenge is sinful ; or

that he may safely intrust all his property without security to any ]ierson

who says that it is wrong to steal. Such a character would be too absurd

for the wildest farce. Yet the folly of James did not stop short of this in-

credible extent. Because the clergy had declared that resistance to oppres-

sion was in no case lawful, he conceived that he might oppress them exactly

as much as he chose, without the smallest danger of resistance. He quite

forgot that, when they magnified the royal prerogative, the prerogative was
exerted on their side, that, when they preached endurance, they had nothing

to endure, that, when they declared it unlawful to resist evil, none but Whigs
and Dissenters suffered any evil. It had never occurred to him that a man
feels the calamities of his enemies with one sort of sensibility, and his own
with quite a different sort. It had never occurred to him as j^ossible that a

reverend divine might think it the duty of Baxter and Bunyan to bear insults

and to lie in dungeons without murmuring, and yet, when he saw the small-

est chance that his own prebend might be transferred to some sly Father

from Italy or Flanders, might begin to discover much matter for useful

meditation in the texts /ouching Ehud's knife and Jael's hammer. His

majesty was not aware, it should seem, that people do sometimes reconsider

their opinions ; and that nothing more disposes a man to reconsider his

opinions than a suspicion, that, if he adheres to them, he is very likely to be

a beggar or a martyr. Yet it seems strange that tliese truths should have

escaped the royal mind. Those Churchmen who had signed the Oxford
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Declaration in favour of passive obedience had also signed the lliirty-ninc

Articles. And yet the very man who confidently expected that, by a little coax-

ing and bullying, he should induce them to renouncethe Articles, was tliunder-

stnick when he found that they were disposed to soften down the doctrines of

Ihe Declaration. Nor did it necessarily follow that, even if the theory of the

I'ories had undergone no moditication, their practice would coincide with

their theory. It might, one should think, have crossed the mind t)f a man
of fifiv, wiio had seen a great deal of the world, that people .sometimes do

what they think wrong. Though a prelate might hold that Taul directs us

to oIk-v even a Nero, it might not on that account be perfectly safe to treat

the Jii'ght Reverend Father in God after the fa.shion of Nero, in the hope

that he would continue to obey on the principles of Paul. The King indeed

had only to lix)k at home. He was at least as much attached to the Catho-

lic Church as any Tory gentleman or clergyman could be to the Church of

England. Adultery wa.s at least as clearly and as strongly condemned by

his i:hnrch as resistance by the Church of England. Vet his priests could

not keep him from Catherine Sedley. While he was risking his crown for

the sake of his .soul, he was risking his soul for the sake of an ugly, dirly

mistress. There is something delightfully grotes(|ue in the si)ectacle of a

man who, while living in the habitual violation of his own known duties, is

unable to believe that any temptation can draw any other person aside

from the path of virtue.

James was disappointed in all his calculations. His hope was that the

Tories would follow their principles, and that the Non-conformists would

follow their interests. Exactly the reverse took place. The great body of

the Tories sacrificed the principle of non-resistance to their interests ; the

great body of Non-conformists rejected the delusive offers of the King, and

stood firnily by their principles. The two parties whose strife had convulsed

the empire during half a centurj' were united for a moment ; and all that

vast royal power which three years before had seemed immovably fixed

vanished at once like chaff in a hurricane.

The very great length to which this article has already been extended

makes it impossible for us to discuss, as we had meant to do, the characters

and conduct of the leading Engli-sh statesmen at this crisis. But we must

offer a few remarks on the spirit and tendency of the Revolution of 1688.

The editor of this volume quotes the Declaration of Right, and tells us

that, by looking at it, we may "judge at a glance whether the authors of

the Revolution achieved all they might and ought, in their position, to have

achievetl ; whether the Commons of England did their duty to their con-

stituents, their count ly, posterity, and universal freedom." We are at a

loss to imagine how he can have read and transcribed the Declaration of

Right, and yet have so utterly misconceived its nature. That famous docu-

ment is, as its very name imports, declaratory, and not remedial. It was

never meant to be a measure of reform. It neither contained, nor was de-

signed to contain, any allusion to those innovations which the authors of the

Revolution considered as desirable, and which they speedily proceeded to

make. The Declaration was merely a recital of certain old and wholesome

laws which had been violated by the Stuarts, and a solemn protest against

the validity of any precedent which might l)e set up in opposition to those

laws. The words nm thus : "They do claim, demand, and insist upon all

and singular the premises as their undoubted rights and liberties." Before

a man begins to make imjirovements on his estate, he must know il.s boun-

daries. Before a legislature sits down to reform a constitution, it is fit to

ascertain what that constitution really is. This is all that the Declaration was

intended to do ; and to quarrel with it because it did not directly introduce

any beneficial changes is to quarrel with meat for not lieing fuel.

The principle on which the authors of the Revolution acted carwot be
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mistaken. They were perfectly aware that the English institutions stood in

need of reform. But they also knew that an important point was gained if

they could settle once for all, by a solemn compact, the matters which had,

during several generations, been in controversy between the Parliament and
the Crown. They therefore most judiciously abstained from mixing up the

irritating and perplexing question of what ought to be the law with the plain

question of what was the law. As to the claims set forth in the Declara-

tion of Right, there was little room for debate. Whigs and Tories were
generally agreed as to the illegality of the dispensing power and of taxation

imposed by the royal prerogative. The articles were therefore adjusted in

a very few days. But if the Parliament had determined to revise the whole
constitution, and to provide new securities against misgovernment, before

proclaiming the new sovereign, months would have been lost in disputes.

The coalition which had delivered the country would have been instantly

dissolved. The Whigs would have quarrelled wilh the Tories, the Lords

with the Commons, the Church with the Dissenters ; and all this storm of

conflicting interests and conflicting theories would have been raging round

a vacant throne. In the mean time, the greatest power on the Continent

was attacking our allies, and meditating a descent on our own territories.

Dundee was preparing to raise the Highlands. The authority of James was
still owned by the Irish. If the authors of the Revolution had been fools

enough to take this course, we have little doubt that Luxembourg would
have been upon them in the midst of their constitution-making. They might

probably have been intermpted in a debate on iMlmer's and Sydney's theo-

ries of government by the entrance of the musketeers of Louis's household,

and have been marched off, two and two, to frame imaginaiy monarchies

and commonwealths in the Tower. We have had in our own time abundant

experience of the effects of such folly. We have seen nation after nation

enslaved, because the friends of liberty wasted in discussions upon abstract

questions the time which ought to have been employed in preparing for

vigorous national defence. This editor, apparently, would have had the

English Revolution of 1688 end as the Revolutions of Spain and Naples

ended in our days. Thank God, our deliverers were men of a very different

order from the Spanish and Neapolitan legislators. They might, on many
subjects, hold opinions which, in the nineteenth century, would not be con-

sidered as liberal. But they were not dreaming pedants. They were states-

men accustomed to the management of great affairs. Their plans of reform

were not so extensive as those of the lawgivers of Cadiz ; but what they

planned, thai they effected ; and what they effected, that they maintained

against the fiercest hostility at home and abroad.

Their first object was to seat William on the throne ; and they were right.

We say ihis without any reference to the eminent personal qualities of

William, or to the follies and crimes of James. If the two princes had
interchanged characters, our opinion would siill have been the same. It

was even more necessary to England at that time that her king should be a

usurper than that he should be a hero. There could be no security for good
government without a change of dynasty. The reverence for hereditary

right and the doctrine of passive obedience had taken such a hold on the

minds of the Tories, that, if James had been restored to power on any con-

ditions, their attachment to him would in all probability have revived, as

the indignation wliich recent oppression had produced faded from their

minds. It had become indispensable to have a sovereign whose title to his

throne was strictly bound up with the title of the nation to its liberties. In

the compact between the Prince of Orange and the Convention, there was
one most important article which, though not expressed, was perfectly under-

stood by boll) parties, and for the performance of which the country had
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securities far better than all the engagements that Chnrles the First or Fer-

dinand the Seventli ever took in the day of their weakness, and broke in the

day of their power, 'i'he article to which we allude was this, that William
would in all things conform himself to what should appear to be the fixed

and deliberate sense of his Parliament. The security for the performance
was this, that he had no claim to the throne except the choice of Parliament,

and no means of maintaining himself on the throne but the support of Par-

liament. All the great and inestimable reforms which sjieedily foIKiwed the

Revolution were implied in those simple words; "The Lords Spiritual

and Temporal, and Commons, assembled at Westminster, do resolve that

William and Mary, Prince and Princess of Orange, be, and be declared
King and (^ueen of England."
And what were the reforms of which we speak ? We will shortly recount

some which we think the most important ; and we \vill then leave our readers

to judge whether those who consider the Revolution as a mere change of

dynasty, beneficial to a few aristocrats, but useless to the body of the people,
or those who consider it as a happy era in tlie history of the IJritish nation
and of the human species, have judged more correctly of its nature.

Foremost in the list of the benefits which our country owes to the Revolu-
tion we place the Toleration Act. It is tnie that this measure fell short of the

wishes of the leading Whigs. It is true also that, where Catholics were con-

cerned, even the most enlightened of the leading Whigs held opinions by no
means so liberal as those which are happily common at the present day.
Those distinguished statesmen did however make a noble, and, in some
respects, a successful straggle for the rights of conscience. Their wish was
to bring the great lx)dy of the Protestant Dissenters within the pale of the
Church by judicious alterations in the Liturgy and the Articles, and to grant
to those who still remained without that pale the most ample toleration.

They framed a plan of comprehension which would have satisfied a great

majority of the seceders ; and they proposed the complete abolition of that

absurd and odious test which, after having been, during a century and a half,

a scandal to the pious and a laughing-stock to the profane, was at length
removed in our own time. The immense power of the Clergj- and of the

Tory gentry frastrated these excellent designs. The Whigs, however, did much.
They succeedeil in obtaining a law in the provisions of which a philosopher
will doubtless find much to condemn, but which had the practical effect of

enabling almost every Protestant Non-conformist to follow the dictates of his

own conscience without molestation. Scarcely a law in the statute-book is

theoretically more objectionable than the Toleration Act. But we question
whether in the whole of that vast mxssof legislation, from the Great Charter
downwards, there l^e a single law which has so much diminished the sum
of human s"uffering, which has dune so much to allay barl passions, which
ha.s put an end to so much petty tyranny and vexation, which has brought
gladness, peace, and a sense of security to so many private dwellings.

The second of those great refonns which the Revolution produced was the
final establishment of the Presbyterian Kirk in Scotland. We shall not now
inquire whether the Episcopal or the Calvinistic fonn of Church government
be more agreeable to primitive practice Far be it from us to disturb with
our doubts the rejx)^ of any Oxonian Bachelor of Divinity who conceives
that the English prelates, with their baronies and palaces, their purjile and
their fine linen, their mitred carriages and their sumptuous tables, are the

true successors of those ancient bishops who lived by catching fish and mend-
ing tents. We say only that the Scotch, doubtless from their own inveterate

stupidity and malice, were not Episcopalians ; that they could not lie made
Episcopalians ; that the whole power ofgovernment had been in vain employed
for the purpose of converting them ; that the fullest instruction on the mysteri-
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ous questions of the Apostolical succession and the imposition of hands had

been imparted by the very logical process of putting the legs of the students

into wooden boots, and driving two or more wedges l^etween their knees ; that

a course of divinity lectures, of the most edifying kind, had been given in the

Grass-market of Edinburgh
;
yet that, in spite of all the exertions of those

great theological professors, Lauderdale and Dundee, the Covenanters were

as obstinate as ever. To the contest between the Scotch nation and the

Anglican Church are to be ascribed near thirty years of the most frightful

misgovemment ever seen in any part of Great Britain. If the Revolution had
produced no other effect than that of freeing the Scotch from the yoke of an

establishment which they detested, and giving them one to which they were

attached, it would have been one of the happiest events in our history.

The third great benefit which the country derived from the Revolution was
the alteration in the mode of granting the supplies. It had been the practice

to settle on every prince, at the commencement of his reign, the produce of

certain taxes which, it was supposed, would yield a sum sufficient to defray

the ordinary expenses of government. The distribution of the revenue was

left wholly to the sovereign. He might be forced by a war, or by his own
profusion to ask for an extraordinary grant. But, if his policy were economical

and pacific, he might reign many yetirs without once being under the neces-

sity of summoning his Parliament, or of taking their advice when he had

summoned them. This was not all. The natural tendency of every society

in which property enjoys tolerable security is to increase in wealth. With the

national wealth, the produce of the customs, of the excise, and of the post-

office, would of course increase ; and thus it might well happen that taxes

which, at the beginning of a long reign, were barely sufficient to support a

frugal government in time of peace, might, before the end of that reign, en-

able the sovereign to imitate the extravagance of Nero or Ileliogabalus, to

raise great armies, to carry on expensive wars. Something of this sort had

actually happened under Charles the Second, though his reign, reckoned

from the Restoration, lasted only twenty-five years. His first Parliament

settled on him taxes estimated to produce twelve hundred thousand pounds

a year. This they thought sufficient, as they allowed nothing for a standing

army in time of peace. At the time of Charles's death, the annual produce

of these taxes considerably exceeded a million and a half; and the King who,

during the years which immediately followed his accession, was perpetually

in distress, and perpetually asking his Parliaments for money, was at last

able to keep a body of regular troops without any assistance from the House
of Commons. If his reign had been as long as that of George the Third, he

would probably, before the close of it, have been in the annual receipt of

several millions over and above what the ordinary expenses of civil govern-

ment required ; and of those millions he would have been as absolutely

master as the King now is of the sum allotted for his privy-purse. He might

have spent them in luxury, in corruption, in paying troops to overawe his

pco[)le, or in carrying into effect wild schemes of foreign conquest. The
authors of the Revolution applied a remedy to this great abuse. They settled

on the King, not the fluctuating produce of certain iixed taxes, but a fixed

sum sufficient for the support of his own royal state. They established it as

a nile that all the expenses of the army, the navy, and the ordnance should

l)e brought annually under the review of the House of Commons, and that

every sum voted should be applied to the service specified in the vote. The
direct effizct of this change was important. The indirect effect has been more

important still. From that time the House of Commons has been really the

paramount power in the state. It has, in tmth, appointed and removed

ministers, declared war, and concluded peace. No combination of the King

and the Lords has ever been able to effiict any thing against the Lower House,
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backed by its constituents. Three or four times, imlecd, ilie sovereign has

been able to break the force of an opposition by dissolving the Parliament.

Hut if that experiment should fail, if the people should be of the same mind
with their representatives, he would clearly have no course left but to yield,

to alxlicate, or to tight.

The next great blessing which we owe to the Revolution is the purification

of the administration of jus-tice in jiolitical cases. Of the importance of this

change no person can judge who is not well acquainted with the earlier volumes
of the State Trials. Those volumes are, we do not hesitate to say, the most
frightful recoal of baseness and depravity that is extant in the world. Our
hatred is altogether turned away from the crimes and the criminals, and directed

against the law and its ministers. We see villanies as black as ever were im-

puted to any prisoner at any bar daily committed on the bench and in the

jury-box. The worst of the bad acts which brought discredit on the old par-

liaments of France, the condemnation of Lally, for example, or even that of

Calas, may seem praiseworthy when compared with the atrocities which follow

each other in endless succession as we turn over that iiuge chronicle of the

shame of England. The magistrates of Paris and Toulouse were blinded by
prejudice, passion, or bigotry. But the abandoned judges of our own country
committed murder with their eyes open. The cause of th;sisplain. In France
there was no constitutional opposition. If a man held language offensive to

the government, he was at once sent to the Hastile or to Vincennes. But in

England, at least after the days of the Long Parliament, the King could not,

i)y a mere act of his prerogative, rid himself of a troublesome politician. He
was forced to remove those who thwarted him by means of perjured witnesses,

packed juries, and corrupt, hard-hearted, brow-beating judges. The Oppo-
sition naturally retaliated whenever they had the upper hand. Every time

that the power passed from one party to the other, there was a proscription

and a massacre, thinly disguised under the forms of judicial procedure. The
tribunals ought to be sacred places of refuge, where, in all the vicissitudes of

public affairs, the innocent of all parties may find shelter. They were, before the

Revolution, an unclean public shambles, to which each party in its turn dragged
its opponents, and where each found the same venal and ferocious butchers

waiting for its custom. Papist or Protestant, Tor)- or Whig, Priest or Alder-

man, all was one to those greedy and savage natures, provided only there

was money to earn, and blood to shed.

Of course, these worthless judges soon created around them, as was natural,

a bree<l of informers more wicked, if possible, than themselves. The trial by
jury afforded little or no protection to the innocent. The juries were nomin-

ated by the sheriffs. The sheriffs were in most [)arts of England nominated

by the Crovni. In London, the great scene of political contention, those ofli-

cers were chosen by the people. The fiercest parliamentarj' election of out

lime will give but a faint notion of the storm which raged in the city on the

day when two infuriated parties, each bearing its badge, met to select the men
in whose hands were to he the issues of life and death for the coming year.

On that day, nobles of the highest descent did not think it beneath them to

canvass and marshal the livery, to head the procession, and to watch the poll.

On that day, the great chiefs of parties waited in an agony of suspense for the

messenger who was to bring from Guildhall the news whether their lives and
estates were, for the next twelve months, to be at the mercy of a friend or a

foe. In 1681, Whig sherifl's were chosen ; antl Shaftesbury defied the whole

power of the government. In 1682 the sheriffs were Tories. Shaftesbur)- fled

to Holland. The other chiefs of the party broke up their councils, and re-

tired in haste to their country-seats. Sydney on the scaffold told those slierifTs

that his blood was on their heads. Neither of them could deny the charge
;

and one of them wept with shame and remorse.
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Thus every man who then meddled with pubHc affairs took his life in his

hand. I'he consequence was that men of gentle natures stood aloof from con-
tests in which they could not engage without hazarding their own necks and
the fortunes of their children. This was the course adopted by Sir William
Temple, l)y f^velyn, and by many other men who were, in every respect, ad-

mirably qualified to serve the State. On the other hand, those resolute and
enterprising men who put their heads and lands to hazard in the game of poli-

tics naturally acquired, from the habit of playing for so deep a stake, a reck-
less and desperate turn of mind. It was, we seriously believe, as safe to be
a highwayman as to be a distinguished leader of Opposition. This may serve
to explain, and in some degree to excuse, the violence with which the factions

of that age are justly reproached. They were fighting, not merely for office,

but for life. If tiiey reposed for a moment from tlie work of agitation, if they
suffered the public excitement to flag, they were lost men. Hume, in describ-

ing this state of things, has employed an image which seems hardly to suit

the general simplicity of his style, but which is by no means too strong for

the occasion. " Thus," says he, " the two parties actuated by mutual rage,

but cooped up within the narrow limits of the law, levelled with poisoned
daggers the most deadly blows against each other's breast, and buried in

their factious divisions all regard to truth, honour, and humanity."
From this terrible evil the Revolution set us free. The law which secured

to the judges their seats during life or good behaviour did something. The
law subsequently passed for regulating trials in cases of treason did much more.
The provisions of that law show, indeed, very httle legislative skill. It is

not framed on the principle of securing the innocent, but on the principle of

giving a great chance of escape to the accused, whether innocent or guilty.

This, however, is decidedly a fault on the right side. The evil produced by
the occasional escape of a bad citizen is not to be compared with the evils of

that Reign of Terror, for such it was, which preceded the Revolution. Since
the passing of this law scarcely one single person has suffered death in Eng-
land as a traitor, who had not been convicted on overwhelming evidence, to

the satisfaction of all parties, of the highest crime against the State. A tlempts
have been made in times of great excitement, to bring in persons guilty of

high-treason for acts which, though sometimes highly blamable, did not neces-

sarily imply a design falling within the legal definition of treason. All those

attempts have failed. During a hundred and forty years no statesman, while
engaged in constitutional opposition to a government, has had the axe before

his eyes. The smallest minorities, struggling against the most powerful majo-
rities, in the most agitated times, have felt themselves perfectly secure. Pul-

teney and Fox were the two most distinguished leaders of Opposition since

the Revolution. Both were personally obnoxious to the Court. But the

utmost harm that the utmost anger of the Court could do to them was to strike

off the " Right Honourable " from before their names.
But of all the reforms produced by the Revolution, perhaps the most im-

portant was the full establishment of the liberty of unlicensed printing. The
Censorship which, under some form or other, had existed, with rare and shoii

intermissions, under every government, monarchical or republican, from the

time of Henry the Eighth downwards, expired, and has never since been
renewed.
We are aware that the great improvements which we have recapitulated

were, in many respects, imperfectly and unskilfully executed. The authors
of those improvements sometimes, while they removed or mitigated a great

practical evil, continued to recognise the erroneous principle from which tliat

evil had spnmg Sometimes, when they had adopted a sound principle, they
shrank from following it to all the conclusions to which it would have led them.
Sometimes they failed to perceive that the remedies which they applied to one
disease of the State were certain to generate another disease, and to render
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another remeily necessary. Their knowledtje was inferior to ours : nor were

they always able to act up to their knowledge. The pressure of circumstances,

the necessity of compromising dilTereiices of opinion, the power and violence

of the party which was altogether hostile to the new settlement, must be taken

into the account. When these things are fairly weighed, there will, we think,

be little diflerence of opinion among liberal and right-minded men as to the

re-al value of what the great events of 1688 did for this countiy.

We have recounted what appear to us the most important of those changes

which the Revolution produced on our laws. The changes which it pro-

duced in our laws, however, were not more important than the change which

it indirectly produced in the public mind. 'J'hc Wiiig party had, during

seventy years, an almost uninterrupted possession of power. It had always

been the fundamental doctrine of that party, that power is a trust for the

people ; that it is given to magistrates, not for their own, but for the public

advantage ; that, where it is abused by magistrates, even by the highest of

all, it may lawfully be withdrawn. It is perfectly trae, that the Whigs were

not more exempt than other men from the vices and infnmities of our nature,

dnd that, when they had power, they sometimes abused it. iJut still they

stood firm to their theory. That theory was the badge of their j)arty. It

was something more. It was the foundation on which rested the power of the

houses of Nassau and Brunswick. Thus, there was a government interested

in propagating a cl;^ss of opinions which most governments are interested in

discouraging, a government which looked with complacency on all specula-

tions favourable to public liberty, and with extreme aversion on all specula-

tions favourable to arbitrary power. There was a King who decidedly

prefened a republican to a believer in the divine right of Kings ; who con-

sidered every attempt to exalt his prerogative as an attack on his title ; and

who reserved all his favours for those who declaimed on the natural equality

of men, and the popular origin of government. This was the state of things

from the Revolution till the death of George the Second. The effect was

what might have been expected. Even in that jirofession which has generally

been most disposed to magnify the prerogative, a great change took place.

Bishopric after bishopric and deaneiy after deanery were bestowed on Whigs

and Latitudinarians. The consequence was that Whiggism and Latitudin-

arianism were professed by the ablest and most aspiring churchmen.

Hume complained bitterly of this at the close of his history.
'

' The Whig
party," says he, "for a course of near seventy years, has almost without

interruption enjoyed the whole authority of government, and no honours or

ofikes could be obtained but by their countenance and protection. But this

event, which in some particulars has been advantageous to the state, has

proved destructive to the truth of histor)', and has established many gross

falsehoods, which it is unaccountable how any civilised nation could have

embraced with regard to its domestic occurrences. Compositions the most

despicable, both for style and matter,"—in a note he instances the writings

of Locke, Sydney, Hoadley, and Rapin,— "have been extolled and propa-

gated and read as if they had equalletl the most celebrated remains of anti-

quity. And forgetting that a regard to liljerty, though a laudable passion,

ought commoidy to l>e subservient to a reverence for established government,

the prevailing faction has celebrated only the partisans of the former." We
will not here enter into an argument about the merit of Rapin's Ilistoiy, or

Locke's political speculations. We call Hume merely as evidence to a fact

well known to all reading men, that the literature patronised by the English

Court and the English ministry, during the first half of the eighteenth cen-

tury, was of that kind which courtiers and ministers generally do all in their

power to discountenance, and tended to inspire zeal for the liberties of tlie

people rather than respect for the authority of the government.

There was still a very strong Tory parly in England. But that party was
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in opposition. Many of its members still held the doctrine of passive

obedience. But they did not admit that the existing dynasty had any
claim to such obedience. They condemned resistance. But by resistance

they meant the keeping out of James tlie Third, and not the turning out of

George the Second. No Radical of our times could grumble more at the

expenses of the royal household, could exert himself more strenuously to

reduce the military establishment, could oppose with more earnestness every

proposition for arming the executive with extraordinary powers, or could

pour more unmitigated abuse on placemen and courtiers. If' a writer were
now, in a massive Dictionary, to define a Pensioner as a traitor and a slave,

the Excise as a hateful tax, the Commissioners of the Excise as wretches, if

he were to ^VTite a satire full of reflections on men who receive "the price

of boroughs and of souls," who "explain their country's dear-bought rights

away," or j;,

" Whom pensions can incite i

To vote a patriot black, a courtier white,"

we should set him down for something more democratic than afWhig. Yet
this was the language which Johnson, the most bigoted of Tories and High
Churchmen, held under the administration of Walpole and Pelham,
Tims doctrines favourable to public liberty were inculcated alike by those

who were in power and by those who were in opposition. It was by means
of these doctrines alone that tlie former could prove that they had a King de

jure. Tlie servile theories of the latter did not prevent them from offering

every molestation to one whom they considered as merely a King defaclo.

The attachment of one party to the House of Hanover, of the other to that

of Stuart, induced both to talk a language much more favourable to popular
rights than to monarchical power. What took place at the first representation

of Cato is no bad illustration of the way in which the two great sections of

the community almost invariably acted. A play, the whole merit of which
consists in its stately rhetoric, a rhetoric sometimes not unworthy of Lucan,
about hating tyrants and dying for freedom, is brought on the stage in a time
of great political excitement. Both parties crowd to the theatre. Each
affects to consider every line as a compliment to itself, and an attack on its

opponents. The curtain falls amidst an unanimous roar of applause. The
wings of the Kit Cat embrace the author, and assure him that he has ren-

dered an inestimable ser\'ice to liberty. The Tory secretary of state presents

a purse to the chief actor for defending the cause of liberty so well. The
history of that night was, in miniature, the history of two generations.

We well know how much sopliistry there was in the reasonings, and how
much exaggeration in the declamations of both parties. But when we com-
pare the state in which jwlitioal science was at the close of the reign of George
the Second with the state in which it had been when James the Second came
to the tlirone, it is impossible not to admit that a prodigious improvement
hail taken place. We are no admirers of the political doctrines laid down
in Blackstone's Commentaries. But if we consider that those Commentaries
were read with great applause in the very schools where, seventy or eighty
years before, books had been publicly burned Ijy order of the University of
Oxford for containing the damnable doctrine that the English monarchy is

limited and mixed, we cannot deny that a salutary change had taken place.

"Tlie Jesuits," says Pascal, in the last of his incomparable letters, "have
obtained a Papal decree, condemning Galileo's doctrine about the motion of
the earth. It is all in vain. If the world is really turning round, all man-
kind together will not be able to keep it from turning, or to keep themselves
from turning with it." The decrees of Oxford were as ineffectual to stay

the great moral and political revolution as those of the Vatican to stay the
motion of our globe. That learned University found itself not only unable
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to keep the mass from moving, but unable 10 keep itself from moving along

wiilj the mass. Nor was the effect of the discussions and sjieculations of

that j)eriod confined to our own countn.'. While the Jacobite party was in

the last dotage and weakness of its paralytic old age, the political philosophy

of England l>fgan to produce a mighty eifect on France, and, through France,

on Europe.

Here another vast field opens itself before us. But we must resolutely

turn away from it. We will conclude by advising all our readers to study

Sir James Mackintosh's valuable Fragment, and by expressing our hope
(hat ihey will soon be able to study it without those accompaniments which
have hitherto impeded its circulation.

LORD BACON. (July, 1837.)

The Works of Francis Bacon, Lord Chancellor 0/ Englami. A nrtv Edition. By
BASIL MoNTAGi', Esq. i6 vols. 8vo. London: 1825—1834.

We return our hearty thanks to Mr Montagu for this truly valuable work.
From the opinions which he expresses as a biographer we often dissent. But
about his merit as a collector of the materials out of which opinions are
formed, there can be no dispute ; and we readily acknowledge that we are

in a great measure mdebted to his minute and accurate researches for the
means of refuting what we cannot but consider as his errors.

The labour which has been bestowed on this volume has been a labour of

love. The writer is evidently enamoured of the subject. It fills his heart.

It constantly overflows from his lips and his pen. Those who are acquainted
with the Courts in which Mr Montagu practises with so much ability and
success well know how often he enlivens the discussion of a point of law by
citing some weighty aphorism, or some brilliant illustration, from the Dt
Augnunth or the .Vcrz'um Orgnnum. The Life before us doubtless owes
much of its value to the honest and generous enthusia.sm of the writer. This
feeling has stimulated his activity, has sustained his perseverance, has called

forth all his ingenuity and eloquence : but, on the other hand, we must frankly
say that it has, to a great extent, per\'erted his judgment.
We are by no means without s)^Tlpathy for Mr Montagu even in what we

consider as his weakness. There is scarcely any delusion which has a better
claim to be indulgently treated than that under the influence of which a man
ascribes every moral excellence to those who have left imperishable monu-
ments of their genius. The causes of this error lie deep in the inmost recesses
of human nature. We are all inclined to judge of others as we find them.
Our estimate of a character always depends much on the manner in which
that character aflects our own interests and passions. We find it difficult to
think well of those by whom we are thwarted or depressed ; and we are ready
to admit every excuse for the vices of those who are useful or agreeable to
us. This is, we believe, one of those illusions to which the whole human
race is subject, and which experience and reflection can only partially remove.
It is, in the phraseology of Bacon, one of the idola trihus. Hence it is that
the moral character of a man eminent in letters or in the fine arts is treated,

often by contemporaries, almost always by posterity, with extraordinary ten-
derness. The world derives pleasure and advantage from the performances
of such a man. The number of those who sufler by his personal vices is

small, even in his own time, when compared with the number of those to
whom his talents are a source of gratification. In a few years all those whom
he has injured disappear. But his works remain, and are a .source of delight
to millions. The genius of Sallust is still with us. But the Numidians whom
he plundered, and the unfortimate husbands who caught him in their houses
at unseasonable hours, are forgotten. We suffer ourselves to be delighted

M
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by the keenness of Clarendon's observation, and by the sober majesty of his
style, till we forget the oppressor and the b'got in the historian. Falstaff
and Tom Jones have survived the gamekeepers whom Shakspeare cudgelled
and the landladies whom Fielding bilked. A gieat writer is tiie friend and
benefactor of his readers; and they cannot but judge of him under the de-
luding influence of friend.ship and gratitude. We all know how unwilling
we are to admit the truth of any disgraceful story about a person whose
society we like, and from whom we have received favours ; how long we
straggle against evidence, how fondly, when the facts cannot be disputed,
we cling to the hope that there may be some explanation or some extenuat-
ing circumstance witli wliich we are unacquainted. Just such is the feelings

which a man of liberal education naturally entertains towards the great minds
of former ages. The debt which he owes to them is incalculable. They
have guided him to truth. They have filled his mind with noble and grace-
ful images. They have stood by him in all vicissitudes, comforters in sorrow,
nurses in sickness, companions in solitude. These friendships are exposed
to no danger from the occurrences by which other attachments are weakened
or dissolved. Time glides on ; fortune is inconstant ; tempers are soured

;

bonds which seemed indissoluble are daily sundered by interest, by emula-
tion, or by caprice. But no such cause can affect the silent converse which
we hold with the highest of human intellects. That placid intercourse is

disturbed by no jealousies or resentments. These are the old friends who
are never seen with new faces, who are the same in wealth and in poverty, in

glory and in obscurity. With the dead there is no rivalry. In the dead there

is no change. I'lato is never sullen. Cervantes is never petulant. Demosthenes
never comes unseasonably. Dante never stays too long. No difference of poli-

tical opinion can alienate Cicero. No heresy can excite the horror of Bo.ssuet.

Nothing, then, can be more natural than that a person endowed with sen-

sibility and imagination should entertain a respectful and affectionate feeling

towards those great men with whose minds he holds daily communion. Yet
nothing can be more certain than that such men have not always deserved to'l

be regarded with respect or affection. Some writers, whose works will con-

tinue to instruct and deligiit mankind to the remotest ages, have been placed
in such situations that their actions and motives are as well known to us as

the actions and motives of one human being can be known to another ; and
unhappily their conduct has not always been such as an impartial judge can
contemplate with approbation. But the fanaticism of the devout worshipper
of genius is proof against all evidence and all argiunent. The character of

his idol is matter of faith ; and the province of faith is not to be invaded by
reason. He maintains his superstition with a credulity as boundless, and a
zeal as unscrupulous, as can be found in the most ardent partisans of religious

or political factions. The most decisive proofs are rejected ; the plainest

rules of morality are explained away ; extensive and important portions of

history are completely distorted. The enthusiast misrepresents facts with

all the effrontery of an advocate, and confounds right and wrong with all the

dexterity of a Jesuit ; and all this only in order that some man who has been

in his grave during many ages may have a fairer character than he deserA'es.

Middleton's Life of Cicero is a striking instance of the influence of this

sort of partiality. Never was there a character which it was easier to read

than that of Cicero. Never was there a mind keener or more critical than

that of Middleton. Had the biographer brought to the examination of his

favourite statesman's conduct but a very small part of the aculeness and
severity which he displayed when he was engaged in mvestigating the high

pretensions of Epiphanius and Justin Martyr, he could not have failed to

produce a most valuable historj- of a most interesting portion of time. But
this most mgenious and learned man, though
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" So war>' held and wUe
That, as twas said, he scarce received
For gospel what the church believed,"

had a superstition of his own. The great Iconoclast was iiimself an idoiater.

The great Aivocato dd Dunvlo, while he disputed, with no small ability,

the claims of Cyprian and Athanasius to a place in the Calendar, was him
self comjiosing a l>'ing legemi in honour of St TuUy. He was holding up as

a model of every virtue a man whose talents and acquirements, indeed, can
never be too highly extolled, and who was by no means destitute of amiable
qualities, but whose whole soul was under the dominion of a girlish vanity

and a craven fear. Actions for which Cicero himself, the most eloquent and
skilful C'f advocates, could contrive no excuse, actions which in his confiden-

tial correspondence he mentioned with remorse and shame, are represented
l)y his biographer as wise, virtuous, heroic. The whole history of that great

revolution which overthrew the Roman aristocracy, the whole state of par-

ties, the character of ever}* public man, is elaborately misrepresented, in

order to make out something which may look like a defence of one most
eloquent and accomplished trimmer.
The volume before us reminds us now and then of the Life of Cicero. But

there is this marketl difference. Dr Middleton evidently had an uneasy con-
sciousness of the weakness of his cause, and therefore resorted to the most
disingenuous shifts, to unpardonable distortions and suppressions of facts.

Mr Montagu's faith is sincere and implicit. He practises no trickery. He
conceals nothing. He puts the facts before us in the full confidence that

they will produce on our minds the effect which they have produced on his

ovra. It is not till he comes to reason from facts to motives that his par-

tiality shows itself ; and then he leaves Middleton himself far behind. His I

work proceeds on the assumption that Bacon was an eminently virtuous man. I

From the tree Mr Montagu judges qf the fruit. He is forced to relate many
actions which, if any man but Bacon had committed them, nobody would
have dreamed of defending, actions which are readily and completely ex-

plained by supposing Bacon tu have been a man whose principles were not
strict, and whose spirit was not high, actions which can be explained in no
other way without resorting to some grotesque hypothesis for w hich there is

not a tittle of evidence. But any hypothesis is, in Mr Montagu's opinion,
more probable than that his hero should ever have done any thing very wTong.

This mode of defending Bacon seems to us by no means Baconian. To
take a man's character for granted, and then from his character to infer the
moral quality of all his actions, is surely a process tlie very reverse of that

which Ls recommended in the Xovum Or^anum. Nothing, we are sure,

could have led Mr Montagu to depart so far from his master's precepts,
except zeal for his master's honour. We shall follow a different course.

We shall attempt, with the valuable assistance which Mr Montagu has
afforded us, to frame such an account of Bacon's life as may enable our
readers correctly to estimate his character.

It is hardly necessary to say that Francis Bacon was the son of Sir
Nicholas Bacon, who held the great seal of England during the first twenty
years of the reign of Elizabeth. The fame of the father has been thrown
into shade by that of the son. But Sir Nicholas was no ordinary man. He
belonged to a set of men whom it is easier to describe collectively than separ-
ately, whose minds were forme<l by one system of discipline, who lx:longed
to one rank in society, to one university, to one party, to one sect, to one
administration, and who resembled each other so much in talents, in opinion.s,

in habits, in fortunes, that one character, we had almost said one life, may,
to a considerable extent, serve for them all.

They were the first generation of statesmen by profession that England
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produced. Before their time the division of labour had, in this respect, been
very imperfect. Those who had directed public affairs had been, with few
exceptions, warriors or priests ; warriors whose rude courage was neither

guided by science nor softened by humanity, priests whose learning and
abilities were habitually devoted to the defence of tyranny and imposture.
The Hotspurs, the Nevilles, the Cliffords, rough, illiterate, and unreflecting,

brought to the council-board the fierce and imperious disposition which they
had acquired amidst the tumult of predatory war, or in the gloomy repose
of the garrisoned and moated castle. On the other side was the calm and
subtle prelate, versed in all that was then considered as learning, trained m
the Schools to manage words, and in the confessional to manage hearts,

seldom superstitious, but skilful in practising on the superstition of others,

false, as it was natural that a man should be whose profession imposed on
all who were not saints the necessity of being hypocrites, selfish, as it was
natural that a man should be who could form no domestic ties and cherish no
hope of legitimate posterity, more attached to his order than to his countiy,

and guiding the politics of England with a constant side-glance at Rome.
But the increase of wealth, the progress of knowledge, and the refomia-

tion of religion produced a great change. The nobles ceased to be miiitar)-

chieftains ; the priests ceased to possess a monopoly of learning ; and a
new and remarkable species of politicians appeared.

These men came fromneither of the classes which had, till then, almost
exclusively furnished ministers of state. They were all laymen

;
yet they

were all men of learning ; and they were all men of peace. They were not

members of the aristocracy. They inherited no titles, no large domains, no
armies of retainers, no fortified castles. Yet they were not low men, such
'as those whom princes, jealous of the power of nobility, have sometimes
raised from forges and cobblers' stalls to the highest situations. They were
all gentlemen by birth. They had all received a liberal education. It is a
remarkable fact that they were all members of the same university. The two
great national seats of learning had even then acquired the characters which
they still retain. In intellectual activity, and in readiness to admit improve-
ments, the superiority was then, as it has ever since been, on the side of the

less ancient and sjilendid institution. Cambridge had the honour of educat-

ing those celebrated Protestant Bishops whom Oxford had the honour of

burning ; and at Cambridge were formed the minds of all those statesmen

to whom chiefly is to be attributed the secure establishment of the reformed
religion in the north of Europe.

The statesmen of whom we speak passed their youth suiTounded by the

incessant din of theological controversy. Opinions were still in a state of

chaotic anarchy, intermingling, separating, advancing, receding. Some-
times the stubborn bigotry of the Conservatives seemed likely to prevail.

Then the impetuous onset of the Reformers for a moment carried all before

it. Then again the resisting mass made a desperate stand, arrested the

movement, and forced it slowly back. The vacillation which at that time

appeared in English legislation, and which it has been the fashion to attri-

bute to the caprice and to the power of one or two individuals, was truly a

national vacillation. It was not only in the mind of Henry that the new
theology obtained the ascendant one day, and that the lessons of the nurse

and of the priest regained their influence on the morrow. It was not only

in the House of Tudor that the husband was exasperated by the opposition

of the wife, that the son dissented from the opinions of the father, that the

brother persecuted the sister, that one sister persecuted another. The prin-

ciples of Conservation and Reform carried on their warfare in every part of

society, in every congregation, in every school of learning, round the hearth

of every private family, in the recesses of every reflecting mind.



LORD BACON. 353

It was in the midst of this ferment thai the mimls of the persons wlion.

we are describing wore dcvelope*!. They were bom Reformers. They be-

longed by nnturc l<> that order of men who always form the front ranks in

the great intellectual progress. They were, therefore, one and uli, IVotes-

tants. In religious matters, however, though there is no reason to doubt
that they were sincere, they were by no means zealous. None of them chose
to run the smallest personal risk during the reign of Mar)'. None of them
favoured the unhappy attempt of Northumberland in favour of his daughter-

in-law. None of them shared in the desperate councils of Wyatt. They
contrived to have business on the Continent ; or, if they staid in England,
they heard mass and kept Lent with great decorum. When those dark and
jierilous years had gone by, and when the crown had descendeil to a new
sovereign, they took the lead in the reformation of the Church. But they

proieedetl, not with the impetuosity of theologians, but with the calm de-

termination of statesmen. They acted, not like men who considered the

Romish worship as a system too offensive to God, and too destractive of

souls, to be tolerated for an hour, but like men who regarded the points in

dispute among Christians as in themselves unimportant, and who were not
restrained by any scruple of conscience from professing, as they had before

professed, the Catholic faith of Mar)', the Protestant faith of Edward, or any
of the numerous intermediate combinations which the caprice of Henr)- and
the ser\'ile policy of Cranmer had formed out of the doctrines of both the
hostile parties. They took a deliberate view of the state of their own coun-
try and of the Continent : they satisfied themselves as to the leaning of the

public mind : and they chose their side. They placed themselves at the

head of the Protestants of Europe, and staked all their fame and fortunes on
the success of their party.

It is needless to relate how dexterously, how resolutely, how gloriously

they directed the politics of England during the eventful years which followed,

how they succeeded in uniting their friends and separating their enemies, how
they humbled the pride of Philip, how they backed the unconquerable spirit

of Coligni, how they rescued Holland from tyranny^how they founded the

maritime greatness of their country, how they outwitted the artful politicians

of Italy, and tamed the ferocious chieftains of Scotland. It is impossible to

deny that they committed many acts which would justly bring on a statesman
of our time censures of the most serious kir.d. But, when we consider the state

of morality in their age, and the unscrupulous character of the adversaries

against whom they had to contend, we are forced to admit that it is not without
rea'^n that their names are still held in veneration by their countr)'mcn.

There were, doubtless, many diversities in their intellectual and moral
character. But there was a strong family likeness. The constitution of their

minds was remarkably sound. No ])articular faculty was preeminently dc-
velojied ; but manly health and vigour were equally diffused through the
whole. They were men of letters. Their minds were by nature and by
exercise well fashioned for speculative pursuits. It was by circumstances,
rather than by any strong bias of inclination, that they were led to take a
prominent part in active life. In active life, however, no men could be more
perfectly free from the faults of mere theorists and pedants. No men
ol)served more accurately the signs of the times. No men had a greater
ractical acquaintance with human nature. Their policy was generally?
'laracterizerl rather by vigilance, by moderation, and by firmness, than by]
:.vention, or by the spirit of enterprise.

They spoke and wrote in a n.anner worthy of their excellent sense. Their
'oquence was less copious and less ingenious, but far purer and more manly
lean that of the succeeding generation. It was the eloquence of men who
had lived with the first translators of the Bible, and with the authors of the
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Book of Common Prayer. It was luminous, dignified, solid, and very slightly

tainted with that affectation which deformed the style of the ablest men of

the next age. If, as sometimes chanced, these politicians were under the

necessity of taking a part in the theological controversies on which the dearest
interests of kingdoms were ilien slaked, they acquitted themselves as if their

whole lives had been passed in the Schools and the Convocation.
There was something in the temper of these celebrated men which secured

^hem against the proverbial inconstancy both of the court and of the multi-

tude. No intrigue, no combination of rivals, could deprive them of the con-

fidence of their Sovereign. No parliament attacked their influence. No
mob coupled their names with any odious grievance. Their power ended
only with their lives. In this respect, their fate presents a most remarkable
contrast to that of the enterprising and brilliant politicians of the preceding
and of the succeeding generation. Burleigh was minister during forty years.

Sir Nicholas Bacon held the great seal more than twenty years. Sir Walter
Mildmay was Chancellcr of the Exchequer twenty-three years. Sir Thomas
Smith was Secretary of State eighteen years ; Sir Francis Walsingham
about as long. They all died in office, and in the enjoyment of public re-

spect and royal favour. Far different had been the fate of Wolsey, Crom-
well, Norfolk, Somerset, and Northumberland. Far different also was the

fate of Essex, of Raleigh, and of the still more illustrious man whose life

we propose to consider.

The explanation of this circumstance is perhaps contained in the motto
which Sir Nicholas Bacon inscribed over the entrance of his hall at Gorham-
l>ury, Mediocriafirma. This maxim was constantly borne in mind by him-
self and his colleagues. They were more solicitous to lay the foundations of

their power deep than to raise the structure to a conspicuous but insecure

height. None of them aspired to be sole Minister. None of them provoked
envy by an ostentatious display of wealth and influence. None of tliem

affected to outshine the ancient aristocracy of the kingdom. They M-ere free

from that childish love of titles which characterized the successful courtiers

of the generation which preceded them, and of that which followed them.
Only one of those whom we have named was made a peer ; and he was
content with the lowest degree of the peerage. As to money, none of them
could, in that age, justly be considered as rapacious. Some of them would,
even in our time, deserve the praise of eminent disinterestedness. Their
fidelity to the State was incorniptible. Their private morals were without
stain. Their households were sober and well-govemed.
Among these statesmen Sir Nicholas Bacon was generally considered as

ranking next to Burleigh. He was called by Camden " Sacris conciliis

alterum columen ; " and by George Buchanan,
" Diu Britannici

Regni secundum columen."

The second wife of Sir Nicholas and mother of Francis Bacon was Anne,

one of the daughters of Sir Anthony Cooke, a man of distinguished learning

who had been tutor to Edward the Sixth. Sir Anthony had paid consider-

able attention to the education of his daughters, and lived to see them all

splendidly and happily married. Their classical acquirements made them

conspicuous even among the women of fashion of that age. Katherine, who
,

became Lady Killigrew, wrote Latin Hexameters and Pentameters which

would appear with credit in the I\Iusa: Etonenses. Mildred, the wife of Lord

Burleigh, was described by Roger Ascham as the best Greek scholar among

the young women of England, Lady Jane Grey always excepted. Anne,

the mother of Francis Bacon, was distinguished both as a linguist and as a

theologian. She corresponded in Greek with Bishop Jewel, and translated

his Apologia from the Latin, so correciLy that neither he nor Archbishop
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Parker could suggest a single alteration. She also translated a series of

sennous on fate and free-will from the Tuscan of Bernardo Uchino. This

fact is the more curious, because Ochino was one of th.'.t small and audacious

band of Italian reformers, anathematized alike by Wittenberg, by Geneva,

by Zurich, and by Rome, from whicli the Socinian sect deduce* its origin.

I^dy Bacon was doubtless a lady of highly cultivated mind after the

fashion of her age. But we must not suffer ourselves to be deluded into the

belief that she and her sisteni were more accomplished women than many
who are now li%-ing. On this subject there is, we think, much mi.sapprehen-

sion. We have often heard men who wish, as almost all men of sense wish,

that women should be highly educated, speak with rapture of the English

ladies of the sixteenth century, and lament that they can fmd no modem
damsel resembling those fair pupils of Ascham and Aylmer who compared,

over their embroidery, the styles of Isocrates and Lysias, and who, while

the horns were sounding and the dogs in full cry, sat in the lonely oriel, with

eyes rivetted to that immortal page which tells how meekly and bravely the

first great martyr of intellectual liberty took the cup from his weeping gaoler.

But surely these complaints have very little foundation. We would by no
means disparage the ladies of the sixteenth century or their pursuits. But
we conceive that those who extol them at the expense of the women of our

lime forget one very obvious and very important circumstance. In the lime

of Henry the Eighth and Edward the Sixth, a person who did not read

Greek and Latin could read nothing, or next to nothing. The Italian was
the only modem language which possessed any thing that could be called a

literature. All the valuable books then extant in all the vernacular dialects

of Europe would hardly have filled a single shelf. England did not yet

pwssess Shakspeare's plays and the Fair)- (^'ueen, nor France Montaigne's

Essays, nor Spain Don t^uixote. In looking round a well-fumished hbrary,

how many English or French books can we find which were extant when
l^dy Jane Grey and Queen Elizabeth received their education? Chaucer,

Gower, Froissart, Comines, Rabelais, nearly complete the list. It was there-

fore absolutely necessarj- that a woman should be uneducated or classically

educated. Indeed, without a knowledge of one of the ancient languages no
person could then have any clear notion of what was passing in the political,

the literary, or the religious world. The Latin was in the sixteenth century

all and more than all that the French was in the eighteenth. It was the

language of courts as well as of the schools. It was the language of diplo-

macy ; it was the language of theological and political controversy. Being
a fixed language, while the living languages were in a state of fluctuation,,

and being universally known to the leamed and the polite, it was employed by

almost every writer who aspired to a wide and durable reputation. A person

who was ignorant of it was shut out fn im all acquaintance, not merely with

Cicero and \'irgil, not merely with heavy treatises on canon-law and school-

divinity, but with the most interesting memoirs, stale pa|)ers, and pamphlets
of his own time, nay even with the most admired poetr)- and the most popular
squibs which appeared on the fleeting topics of the day, wilh Buchanan's
complimentary verses, with Erasmus's dialogues, with llutien's epistles.

This is no longer the case. All pohtical and religious controversy is now
p conducted in the modem languages. The ancient tongues are used only in

comments on the ancient writers. The great productions of Athenian and
Roman genius are indeed still what they were. But though their positive

value is unchaiii^ed, their relative value, when compared with the whole mass
of mental wealth possessed liy mankind, has been constantly falling. They
were the intellectual all of our ancestors. They are but a part of our trea-

sures. Over what tragedy could Lady Jane Grey have wept, over what
medy could she have smiled, if the ancient dramatists had not been in her
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library? A modem reader can make shift without CEdipus and Medea,
while he possesses Othello and Hamlet. If he knows nothing of Pyrgo-
polynices and Thraso, he is familiar with Bobadil, and Bessus, and Pistol,

and Parolles. If he cannot enjoy the delicious irony of Plato, he may find

some compensation in that of Pascal. If he is shut out from Nephelococcygia,

he may take refuge in Lilliput. We are guilty, we hope, of no irreverence

towards those great nations to which the human race owes art, science, taste,

civil and intellectual freedom, when we say, that the stock bequeathed by
them to us has been so carefully improved that the accumulated interest

now exceeds the principal. We believe that the books which have been
written in the languages of western Europe, during the last two hundred and
fifty years,—translations from the ancient languages of course included,— are

of greater value than all the books which at the beginning of that period

were extant in the world. With the modem languages of Europe English

women are at least as well acquainted as English men. When, therefore,

we compare the acquirements of Lady Jane Grey with those of an accom-
plished young woman of our own time, we have no hesitation in awarding
the superiority to the latter. We hope that our readers will pardon this

digression. It is long ; but it can hardly be called unseasonable, if it tends

to convince them that they are mistaken in thinking that the great-great-

grandmothers of their great-great-grandmothers were superior women to

their sisters and their wives.

Francis Bacon, the youngest son of Sir Nicholas, was born at York House,
his father's residence in the Strand, on the twenty-second of January, 1561.

The health of Francis was very delicate ; and to this circumstance may be

partly attributed that gravity of carriage, and that love of sedentary pursuits,

which distinguished him from other boys. Every body knows how much
his premature readiness of wit and sobriety of deportment amused the Queen,
and how she used to call him her young Lord Keeper. We are told that,

while still a mere child, he stole away from his playfellows to a vault in St

James's Fields, for the purpose of investigating the cause of a singular echo

which he had observed there. It is certain that, at only twelve, he busied

himself with very ingenious speculations on the art of legerdemain ; a subject

which, as Professor Dugald Stewart has most justly observed, merits much
more attention from philosophers than it has ever received. These are trifles.

But the eminence which Bacon afterwards attained makes them interesting.

In the thirteenth year of his age he was entered at Trinity College, Cam-
bridge. That celebrated school of learning enjoyed the peculiar favour of

the Lord Treasurer and the Lord Keeper, and acknowledged the advantages

which it derived from their patronage in a public letter which bears date just

a month after the admission of Francis Bacon. The master was Whitgift,

afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, a narrow-minded, mean, and tyranni-

cal priest, who gained power by servility and adulation, and employed it in

persecuting both those who agreed with Calvin about Church Govemment,
and those who differed from Calvin touching the doctrine of Reprobation.

He was now in a chrysalis state, putting off the worm and putting on the

dragon-fly, a kind of intermediate gi"ub between sycophant and oppressor.

He was indemnifying himself for the court which he found it expedient to

pay to the Ministers by exercising much petty tyranny within his own college.

It would be unjust, however, to deny him the praise of having rendered

about this time one important service to letters. He stood up manfully

against those who wished to make Trinity College a mere appendage to

Westminister School ; and by this act, the only good act, as far as we
remember, of his long public life, he saved the noblest place of education in

England from the degrading fate of King's College and New College.

It has often been said that Bacon, while still " t college, planned that great
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intellectual revolution with whicli his name is inseparably connecteri. The
evidence on this suliject, however, is hardly sufficient to |irove what is in

it-^elf si> inii>ri>bahleas that any <ietinilc scheme of that kind shtndd linve l)een

so early formed, even hy so powerful and active a mind. iJut it is certain

that, after a residence of three years at Cambridge, Hacon departed, carry-

ing with him a profound contempt for the course of study pursued there, a
fixed con\nction that the system of academic education in England was radi-

cally vicious, a just scorn for the trilles on which the followers of Aristotle

had wasted their powers, and no great reverence for Aristotle himself.

In his si.xteenth year he visited Paris, and resided there for some time,

under the care of Sir Amias Paulet, Elizabeth's minister at the French court,

and one of the ablest and most upright of the many valuable servants whom
she employed. France wxs at that lime in a deploralde state of agitation.

The Huguenots and the Catholics were mustering all their force for the

fiercest and most protracted of their many struggles ; while the prince, whose
duty it was to protect and to restrain both, had by his vices and follies de-
graded himself so deeply that he had no authority over either. Bacon, how-
ever, made a tour through several provinces, and appears to have passed
some time at Poitiers. We have abundant proof that during his stay on the
Continent he did not neglect literary and scientific pursuits. But his atten-

tion seems to have been chiefly directed to statistics and diplomacy. It was
at this time that he wrote those Notes on the State of Europe which are
printed in his works. He studied the principles of the art of deciphering
with great interest, and invented one cipher so ingenious that, many years
later, he thought it deserving of a place in the DeAugmentis. In February,
1580, while engaged in these pursuits, he received intelligence of the almost
sudden death of his father, and instantly returned to England.

His prospects were greatly overcast by this event. He was most desirous
to obtain a provision which might enable him to devote himself to literature

and politics. He applied to the Government ; and it seems strange that he
should have applied in vain. His wishes were moderate. His hereditary
claims on the administration were great. He had himself been favourably
noticed by the Queen. His uncle was Prime Minister. His own talents were
such as any minister might have been eager to enlist in the public service.

But his solicitations were unsuccessful. The truth is that the Cecils disliked
him, and did all that they could decently do to keep him down. It has never
lieen alleged that Bacon had done any thing to merit this dislike ; nor is it

at all probable that a man whose temper wa^s naturally mild, whose manners
were courteous, who, through life, nursed his fortunes with the utmost care,

and who was fearful even to a fault of offending the powerful, would have
given any just cause of displeasure to a kinsman who had the means of render-
ing him essential .ser\'ice and of doing him irreparable injury. The real ex-
planation, we believe, is this. Robert Cecil, the Treasurer's second son, was
younger by a few months than Bacon. He had been educated with the
utmost care, had been initiated, while still a boy, in the mysteries of diplo-
macy and court -intrigue, and was just at this time about to lie produced on
the stage of public life. The wish nearest to Burleigh's heart was that his
own greatness might descend to this favourite child. But even Burleigh's
fatherly partiality could hardly prevent him from perceiving that Robert,
with all his abilities and acquirements, was no match for his cousin Francis.
This seem-s to us the only rational explanatit^n of the Trc.isurer's conduct.
Mr Montagu is more charitable. He supposes that Burleigh was influenced
merely by affection for his nephew, and was " little disposed to encourage
him to rely on others rather than on him.self, and to venture on the quick-
s.Tnds of politics, instead of the certain profession of the law." If Mich were
Burleigh's feelings, it seems strange that he should have suffered hiii son f



358 LORD BACON.

venture on those quicksands from which he so carefully preserved his nephew.
But the truth is that, if Burleigh had been so disposed, he might easily have
secured to Bacon a comfortable provision which should have been exposed
to no risk. And it is certain that he showed as little disposition to enable

his nephew to live by a profession as to enable him to live without a profes-

sion. That Bacon himself attributed the conduct of his relatives to jealousy

of his superior talents, we have not the smallest doubt. In a letter written

many years later to Villiers, he expresses himself thus: "Countenance,
encourage, and advance able men in all kinds, degrees, and professions.

For in the time of the Cecils, the father and the son, able men were by
design and of purpose suppressed."

Whatever Burleigh's motives might be, his purpose was unalterable. The
supplications which Francis addressed to his uncle and aunt were earnest,

humble, and almost servile. He was the most promising and accomplished

young man of his time. His father had been the brother-in-law, the most
useful colleague, the nearest friend of the Minister. But all this availed poor

Francis nothing. He was forced, mucli against his will, to betake himself

to the study of the law. He was admitted at Gray's Inn ; and, during some
years, he laboured there in obscurity.

What the extent of his legal attainments may have been it is difficult to

say. It was not hard for a man of his powers to acquire that very moderate
portion of technical knowledge which, when joined to quickness, tact, wit,

ingenuity, eloquence, and knowledge of the world, is sufficient to raise an
advocate to the highest professional eminence. The general opinion ap-

pears to have been that which was on one occasion expressed by Elizabeth.

"Bacon," said she, "hath a great wit and much learning; but in law

showeth to the uttermost of his knowledge, and is not deep." The Cecils,

we suspect, did their best to spread this opinion by whispers and insinuations.

Coke openly proclaimed it with that rancorous insolence which was habitual

to him. No reports are more readily believed than those which disparage

genius, and soothe the envy of conscious mediocrity. It must have been inex-

pressibly consoling to a stupid sergeant, the forerunner of him who, a hundred
and fifty years later, " shook his head at Murray as a wit," to know that the

most profound thinker and the most accoirlplished orator of the age was very

imperfectly acquainted with the law touching Ixistard eigiUand )!iriliei-pt(hjie,

and confounded the right of free fishery with that of common of piscary.

It is certain that no man in that age, or indeed during the century and a

half which followed, was better acquainted than Bacon with the ]ihilosophy

of law. His technical knowledge wjis quite sufficient, with the help of his

admirable talents and of his insinuating address, to procure clients. He rose

very rapidly into business, and soon entertained hopes of being called within

the bar. He applied to Lord Burleigh for that purpose, but received a testy

refusal. Of the grounds of that refusal we can, in some measure, judge by
Bacon's answer, which is still extant. It seems that the old Lord, whose
temper age and gout had by no means altered for the better, and who loved

to mark his dislike of the showy, quick-witted young men of the rising

generation, took this opportunity to read Francis a very sharp lecture on his

vanity and want of respect for his betters. Francis • returned a most sub-

missive reply, thanked the Treasurer for the admonition, and promised to

profit by it. Strangers meanwhile were less unjust to the young barrister

than his nearest kinsman had been. In his twenty-sixth year he became a

bencher of his Inn ; and two years later he was appointed Lent reader. At
length, in 1590, he obtained for the first time some show of favour from the

Court. He was sworn in Queen's Counsel extraordinary. But this mark of

honour was not accompanied by any pecuniary emolument. He continued,

therefore, to solicit his powerful relatives for some provision which might
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enable huu m iivi- willioul driuigiiig at his profession. He bore, with a

patience and serenity whicli, wc fear, bordered on meanness, llie morose

humours of his uncle, and the sneering rellections which his cousin cast on

speculative men, lost in philosophical dreams, and too wise to be capable of

transacting public business. At length the Cecils were generous enough to

procure for him the reversion of the Registrarship of the Star Chamber. This

was a lucrative place ; but, as many years elapsed before it fell in, he was
still under the necessity of lalwuring for his daily bread.

In the Parliament which was called in 1593 he sat as member for the
county of Middlesex, and soon attained eminence as a debater. It is easy .

to perceive from the scanty remains of his oratory that the same compact-
j

ness of expression and richness of fancy which appear in his writings charac-
'

terized his speeches ; and that his extensive acquaintance with literature and
history enabled him to entertain his audience with a vast variety of illustra-

tions and allusions which were generally happy and apposite, but which
were probably not least pleasing to the taste of that age when they were
such as would now be thought childish or pedantic. It is evident also that

he was, as indeed might have been expected, perfectly free from those faults

which are generally found in an advocate who, after having risen to eminence
at the bar, enters the House of Commons ; that it was his habit to deal with
every great question, not in small detached portions, but as a whole ; that

lie refined little, and that his reasonings were those of a capacious rather '

than a subtle mind. Ben Jonson, a most unexceptionable judge, has de- |,
scribed Bacon's eloquence in words, which, though often quoted, will bear
to be quoted again. " There happened in my time one noble speaker who
was full of gravity in his speaking. His language, where he could spare or
pass by a jest, was nobly censorious. No man ever spoke more neatly,

more pressly, more weightily, or suffered less emptiness, less idleness, in

what he uttered. No member of his speech but consisted of his own graces.

His hearers could not cough or look aside from him without loss. He com-
manded where he spoke, and had his judges angry and pleased at his devo-
lum. No man had their affections more in his power. The fear of every
man that heard him was lest he should make an end." From the mention
which is made of judges, it would seem that Jonson had heard Bacon only
at the Bar. Indeed we imagine that the House of Commons was then
almost inaccessible to strangers. It is not probable that a man of Bacon's
nice observation would speak in Parliament exactly as he spoke in the Court
of Queen's Bench. But the graces of manner and language must, to a great
extent, have been conunoa between the Queen's Counsel and the Knight
of the Shire.

Bacon tried to play a very difficult game in politics. He wished to be at

,

once a favourite at Court and popular with the multitude. If any man
could have succeeded in this attempt, a man of talents so rare, of judgment
so prematurely ripe, of temper so calm, and of manners so plausible, might
have been expected to succeed. Nor indeed did he wholly fail. Once,
however, he indulged in a burst of patriotism which cost him a long and bitter

remorse, and which he never ventured to repeat. The Court asked for

large subsidies and for speedy pay-ment. The remains of Bacon's speech
breathe all the spirit of the Long Parliament. " The gentlemen," said he,
'•must sell their plate, and the farmers their brass pots ere this will be p.iid

;

and for u.s, we are here to search the wounds of the realm, and not to skim
them over. The dangers are these. First, we shall breed discontent and
endanger her Majesty's safety, which must consist more tn the love of the
people than their wealth. Secondly, this being grantctl in this sort, other
princes hereafter will look for the like ; .so that we shall put an evil prece-
dent on ourselves and our posterity ; and in histories, it is to be observed,
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of all nations the English are not to be subject, base, or taxable." The
Queen and her ministers resented this outbreak of public spirit in the highest

manner. Indeed, many an honest member of the House of Commons had,

for a much smaller matter, been sent to the Tower by the proud and hot-

blooded Tudors. The young patriot condescended to make the most abject

apologies. He adjured the Lord Treasurer to show some favour to his poor
servant and ally. He bemoaned himself to the Lord Keeper, in a letter

which may keep in countenance the most unmanly of the epistles which Cicero
wrote during his banishment. The lesson was not thrown away. Bacon

\ never offended in the same manner again.

A He was now satisfied that he had little to hope from the patronage of

those powerful kinsmen whom he had solicited during twelve years with such

meek pertinacity ; and he began to look towards a different quarter. Among
the courtiers of Elizabeth had lately appeared a new favourite, young, noble,

wealthy, accomplished, eloquent, brave, generous, aspiring ; a favourite

who had obtained from the grey-headed queen such marks of regard as she

had scarce vouchsafed to Leicester in the season of the passions ; who was
at once the ornament of the palace and the idol of the city ; who was the

common patron of men of letters and of men of the sword; who was the com-
mon refuge of the persecuted Catholic and of the persecuted Puritan. The
calm prudence which had enabled Burleigh to shape his course through so

many dangers, and the vast experience which he had acquired in dealing

with two generations of colleagues and rivals, seemed scarcely sufficient to

support him in this new competition ; and Robert Cecil .sickened with fear

and envy as he contemplated the rising fame and influence of Essex.

The history of the factions which, towards the close of the reign of Eliza-

beth, divided her court and her council, though pregnant with instruction,

is by no means interesting or pleasing. Both parties employed the means
which are familiar to unscrupulous statesmen ; and neither had, or even pre-

tended to have, any important end in view. The public mind was then

reposing from one great effort, and collecting strength for another. That
impetuous and appalling rush with which the human intellect had moved
forward in the career of truth and liberty, during the fifty years which fol-

lowed the separation of Luther from the connnunion of the Church of Rome,
was now over. The boundary between Protestantism and Popery had been

fixed very nearly where it still remains. England, Scotland, the Northern
kingdoms were on one side ; Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Italy, on the other.*

The line of demarcation ran, as it still runs, through the midst of the Nether-

lands, of Germany, and of Switzerland, dividing province from province,

electorate from electorate, and canton from canton. France might be con-

sidered as a debatable land, in which the contest was still undecided. Since

that time, the two religions have done little more than maintain their ground.

A few occasional incursions have been made. But the general frontier

remains the same. During two hundred and fifty years no great society has

risen up like one man, and emancipated itself by one mighty effort from the

.superstition of ages. This spectacle was common in the sixteenth century.

Why has it ceased to be so ? Why has so violent a movement been followed

by so long a repose ? 7"he doctrines of the Reformers are not less agreeable

to reason or to revelation now than formerly. The public mind is assuredly

not less enlightened now than formerly. Why is it that Protestantism, after

carrying eveiy thing before it in a time of comparatively little knowledge
and little freedom, should make no perceptible progress in a reasoning and

tolerant age ; that the Luthers, the Calvins, the Knoxes, the Zwingles,

should have left no successors ; that during two. centuries and a half fewer

converts should have been brought over from the Church of Rome than at

the time of the Reformation were sometimes gained in a year ? This has
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always appeared to us one of the nio5t curious ami interesting problems in

history. On some future occasion wc may perhaps attempt lo solve it. At

present it is enough to say that, at the close of Elizabeth's reign, the Pro-

testant party, to borrow the language of the Apocalypse, had left its first

love and had ceased to do its first works.

The great sti-uggle of the sixteenth centui7 was over. The great struggle

of the seventeenth century had not commenced. The con.fessors of Mary's

reign were dead. The members of the Long Parliament were still in their

cradles. The Papists had l»een deprived of all power in the state. The
Puritans had not yet attainevi any formidable extent of power. True it is

that a student, we'll acquainted with the history of the DQ-t generation, can

easily discern in the proceedings of the last Parliaments of Elizabeth the

gcnn of great and ever memorable events. But to the eye of a contem-

jxirar)' nothing of this appeared. The two sections dtohibitious men who
were straggling for power differed from each olher oiflB important pubUc

question. Both belonged to the Established Church. ^B jirofessed bound-

loss I jyalty to the Queen. Both approved the war w^fcpain. There is

not, as far as we are aware, any reason to believe that^^kentertained dif-

ferent views concerning the succession to the Crown^j^fertainly neither

faction had any great measure of reform in view. NeitMr attempted to

redress any public grievance. The most odious and pernicious grievance

under which the nation then suffered was a source of profit to both, and was

defended by both with equal zeal. Raleigh held a monopoly of cards,

Essex a monopoly of sweet wines. In fact, the only ground of quarrel be-

tween the parties' was that they could not agree as to their respective shares

of power and patronage.

Nothing in the political conduct of Es.sex entitles him to esteem ; and the

pity with which we regard his early and terrible end is diminished by the

consideration, that he put to hazard the lives and fortunes of his most at-

tached friends, and endeavoured to throw the whole countn,' into confusion,

for objects purely personal. Still, it is impossible not to be deeply inter-

ested for a man so brave, high-spirited, and generous; for a man who, while

he conducted himself towards his sovereitm with a boldness such as was then

found in no other subject, conducted himself towards his dependents with a

delicacy such as has rarely l;>een found in any other patron. Unlike the vul-

gar herd of benefactors, he desired to inspire, not gratitude, but affection.

Tie tried to make those whom he befriended feel towards him as towards an

equal. His mind, ardent, susceptible, naturally disposed to admiration of

all that is great and beautiful, was fascinated by the genius and the accom-

plishments of Bacon. A close friendship was soon formed between them,

a friendship destined to have a dark, a mmimful, a shameful end.

In 1594 the office of Attorney-General became vacant, and Bacon hoped

to obtain it. Essex made his friend's cause his own, sued, expostulated,

promised, threatened, but all in vain. It is probable that the dislike felt by

the Cecils for Bacon had Ijeen increased by the connection which he had

lately formed with the Earl. Robert was then on the point of being made
Secretary of State. He happened one day to be in the same coach with

flssex, and a remarkable conversation took place between them. "My
Lord," said Sir Robert, " the Queen has determined to appoint an Attorney-

General without more delay. I pray your Lordship to let me know whom
you will favour." " I wonder at your question," replied the Earl. " You
cannot but know that resolutely, agamst all the world, I stand for your cousin,

Francis Bacon." "Good Lord !" cried Cecil, unable to bridle his temper,

"I wonder your Lordship should spend your strength on so unlikely a mat-

ter. Can you name one precedent of so raw a youth promoted to so great

a place ?" This objection came with a singularly bad grace from a man who,
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though younger than Bacon, was in daily expectation of being made Secre-

tary of State. The blot was too obvious to be missed by Essex, who seldom
forbore to speak his mind. " I have made no search," said he, " for pre-

cedents of young men who have filled the office of Attorney-General. But
I could name to you, Sir Robert, a man younger than Francis, less learned,

and equally inexperienced, who is suing and striving with all his might for

an office of far greater weight." Sir Robert had nothing to say but that he
thought his own abilities equal to the place which he hoped to obtain, and
that his father's long services deserved such a mark of gratitude from the

Queen ; as if his abilities were comparable to his cousin's, or as if Sir Nicholas
Bacon had done no service to the State. Cecil then hinted that, if Bacon
would be satisfied with the Solicitorship, that might be of easier digestion

to the Queen. "Digest me no digestions," said the generous and ardent

P^arl. " The Attorneyship for Francis is that I must have ; and in that I

will spend all my power, might, authority, and amity ; and with tooth and
nail procure the same for him against whomsoever; and whosoever getteth

this office out of my hands for any othei-, before he have it, it shall cost him
the coming by. And this be you assured of, Sir Robert, for now I fully

declare myself ; and for my own part. Sir Robert, I think strange both of

my Loi'd Treasurer and you, that can have the mind to seek the preference

of a stranger before so near a kinsman ; for if you weigh in a balance the parts

every way of his competitor and him, only excepting five poor years of ad-

mitting to a house of court before Francis, you shall find in all other respects

whatsoever no comparison between them."
When the office of Attorney-General was filled up, the Earl pressed the

Queen to make Bacon Solicitor-General, and, on this occasion, the old Lord
Treasurer professed himself not unfavourable to his nephew's pretensions.

But, after a contest which lasted more than a year and a half, and in which
Esseic, to use his own words, " spent all his power, might, authority, and
amity," the place was given to another. Essex felt this disappointment
keenly, but found consolation in the most munificent and delicate liberality.

He presented Bacon with an estate worth near two thousand pounds, situated

at Twickenham ; and this, as Bacon owned many years after, " with so kind

and noble circumstances as the manner was worth more than the matter."

It was soon after these events that Bacon first appeared before the public

as a writer. Early in 1 597 he published a small volume of Essays, which was
afterwards enlarged by successive additions to many times its original bulk.

This little work was, as it well desei-ved to be, exceedingly popular. It was
reprinted in a few months ; it was translated into Latin, French, and Italian

;

and it seems to have at once established the literary reputation of its author.

But, though Bacon's reputation rose, his fortunes were still depressed. He
was in great pecuniary difficulties ; and, on .one occasion, was arrested in the

street at the suit of a goldsmith for a debt of three liundred pounds, and
was carried to a spunging-house in Coleman Street.

The kindness of Essex was in the mean time indefatigable. In 1596 he
.sailed on his memorable expedition to the coast of Spain. At the very

moment of his embarkation, he wrote to several of his friends, commending
to them, during his own absence, the interests of Bacon. He returned, after

performing the most brilliant military exploit that was achieved on the Con-
tinent l)y English arms during the long interval which elapsed between the

liattle of Agincourt and that of Blenheim. His valour, his talents, his humane
and generous disposition, had made him the idol of his countrymen and had
extorted praise from the enemies whom he had conquered.* He had always

been proud and headstrong ; and his splendid success seems to have rendered

his faults more offensive than ever. But to his friend Francis he was still

See Cjitva.n\.ts's Novelade ia £spanola IngUsa.
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the same. Bacon had some thoughts of making his fortune t>y marriage, and

hnil l)<;t;;un to pay court to a wdow of the name of llatton. The eccentric

manners and violent temper of this woman made her a disgrace and a tor-

ment to her connections. But Bacon was not aware of her faults, or wxs

disposed to overlook them for the sake of her ample fortune. Essex pleaded

Ins friend's cause with his usual ardour. The letters which the Earl addressed

to Lady Hatton and to her mother are still extant, and are highly honour-

able to him. " If," he wrote, " she were my sister or my daughter, I pro-

test I would as confidently resolve to further it as I now persuade you :" and

again, "If my faith be any thing, I protest, if 1 had one as near me as she

is to you, I had rather match her with him, than with men of far greater

titles." The suit, happily for Bacon, was unsuccessful. The lady indeed

was kind to him in more ways than one. She rejected him ; and she accepted

his enemy. She married that narrow-minded, bad- hearted pedant. Sir Ed-

ward Coke, and did her best to make him as miseral)le as he deserved to be.

The fortunes of Essex had now readied their height, and began to dechne.

He possessed indeed all the qualities which raise men to greatness rapidly.

But he had neither the virtues nor the vices which enable men to retain

greatness long. His frankness, his keen sensibility to insult and injustice,

were by no means agreeable to a sovereign naturally impatient of opposition,

and accustomed, during forty years, to the most extravagant flattery, and

the m(«t abject submission. The daring and contemptuous manner in which

he bade defiance to his enemies excited their deadly hatred. His administra-

tion in Ireland was unfortunate, and in many respects highly blamable.

Though his brilliant courage and his impetuous activity fitted him admirably

for such enteqmses as that of Cadiz, he did not possess the caution, patience,

and resolution necessary for the conduct of a protracted war, in which diffi-

culties were to be gradually surmounted, in which much discomfort was to

be endured, and in which few splendid exploits could be achieved. For

the civil duties of his high place he was still less qualified. Though eloquent

and accomplished, he was in no sense a statesman. The multitude indeed

still continued to regard even his faults with fondness. But the Court had

ceased to give him credit, even for the merit which he really pos.sessed. The
person on whom, during the decline of his influence, he chiefly depended, to

whom he confided his perplexities, whose advice he solicited, whose inter-

cession he employed, was his friend Bacon. The lamentable truth mu.st be

told. 'Iliis friend, .so loved, so trusted, bore a principal part in aiiiiing the

Earl's fortunes, in shedding his blood, and in blackening his memory.

But let us be just to Bacon. We l^elieve that, to the last, he had no wish

to injure Essex. Nay, we believe tl.at he sincerely exerted himself to ser^e

Es.sex, as long as he thought that he could serve Essex without injuring him-

self The advice which he gave to his noble benefactor was generally most
judicious. He did all in his power to dissuade the Earl from accepting the

Government of Ireland. " Fur," says he, " I did as plainly see his over-

throw chained as it were by destiny to that journey, as it is possible for a

man to ground a judgment upon future contingents." The prediction was
accomplished. Essex returned in disgrace. Bacon attempted to mediate
between his friend and the Queen ; and, we believe, honestly employed all

his address for that jiuqjose. But the task which he had undertaken was
too difficult, dehcate, and perilous, even for so wary and dexterous an agent.

He had to manage two spirits equally proud, resentful, and ungovernable.

At Essex House, he had to calm the rage of a young hero incensed by multi-

plied \vTongs and humiliations, and then to pass to Whitehall for the purpose
of soothing the peevishness of a sovereign, whose temper, never very gentle,

had been rendered morbidly irritable by age, by declining health, and by the
long habit of listening to flattery and exacting implicit ol^dience. It is hard
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to sen'e two masters. Situated as Bacon was, it was scarcely possible for

him to shape his course so as not to give one or both of his employers reason

to complain. For a time he acted as fairly as, in circumstances so embarrass-

ing, could reasonably be expected. At length he found that, while he was
\t17ing to prop the fortunes of another, he was in danger of shaking his own.
He had disobliged both the parties whom he wished to reconcile. Essex

thought him wanting in zeal as a friend : Elizabeth thought him wanting in

duty as a subject. The Earl looked on him as a spy of the Queen ; the

Queen as a creature of the Earl. The reconciliation which he had laboured

to effect appeared utterly hopeless. A thousand signs, legible to eyes far

less keen than his, announced that the fall of his patron was at hand. He
shaped his course accordingly. When Essex was brought before the council

to answer for his conduct in Ireland, Bacon, after a faint attempt to excuse

'himself from taking part against his friend, submitted himself to the Queen's

pleasure, and appeared at the bar in support of the charges. But a darker

scene was behind. The unhappy young nol:>lenian, made reckless by despair,

ventured on a rash and criminal enterprise, which rendered him liable to the

highest penalties of the law. What course was Bacon to take? This was
one of those conjunctures which show what men are. To a high-minded

toan, wealth, power, court-favour, even personal safety, would have appeared

of no account, when opposed to friendship, gratitude, and honour. Such a

man would have stood by the side of Essex at the trial, would have " spent

all his power, might, authority, and amity " in soliciting a mitigation of the

sentence, would have been a daily visiter at the cell, would have received

the last injunctions and the last embrace on the scaffold, would have em-
ployed all the powers of his intellect to guard from insult the fame of his

generous though erring friend. An ordinary man would neither have incurred

the danger of succouring Essex, nor the disgrace of assailing him. Bacon
• did not even preserve neutrality. He appeared as counsel for the prosecu-

tion. In that .situation, he did not confine himself to what would have been

(amply sufficient to procure a verdict. He employed all his wit, his rhetoric,

land his learning, not to insure a conviction,—for the circumstances were
such that a conviction was inevitable,—but to deprive the unhappy prisoner

of all those excuses which, though legally of no value, yet tended to diminish

Uhe moral guilt of the crime, and which, therefore, though they could not

justify the peers in pronouncing an acquittal, might incline the Queen to

grant a pardon. The Earl urged as a palliation of his frantic acts that he

was surrounded by powerful and inveterate enemies, that they had ruined

his fortunes, that they sought his life, and that their persecutions had driven

him to despair. This was true ; and Bacon well knew it to be true. But
he affected to treat it as an idle pretence. He compared Essex to Pisistratus

who, by pretending to be in imminent danger of assassination, and by ex-

hibiting self-inflicted wounds, succeeded in estaV)lishing tyranny at Athens.

This was too much for the prisoner to bear. He intermpted his ungrateful

friend by calling on him to quit the part of an advocate, to come forward as

a witness, and to tell tlie Lords whether, in old times, he, Francis Bacou,

had not, under his own hand, repeatedly asserted the truth of what he now
represented as idle pretexts. It is painful to go on with this lamentable

story. Bacon returned a shuffling answer to the Earl's question, and, as if

the allusion to Pisistratus were not sufficiently offensive, made another allu-

sion still more unjustifiable. He compared Essex to Henry Duke of Guise,

and the rash attempt in the city to the day of the barricades at Paris. Why
Bacon had recourse to such a topic it is difficult to say. It was quite un-

necessary for the purpose of obtaining a verdict. It was certain to produce

a strong impression on the mind of the haughty and jealous jirincess on who.se

pleasure the Earl's fate depended. The faintest allusion to the degrading
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tutelage in which the Ix^t Valois had lieen held by the House of Ix»rraine
\vx<; <;ufi"!cicnt to h.inlen her heart a^inst a man who in rank, in military
reputation, in jH.piil.uity aini>ny the citizens nf tlie lapital. Ixire some re-

semblance to the Captain of the League.
Esiex was convicted. Bacon made no effort to save him, though the

Queen's feelings were such that he might have pleade<i his benefactor's cause.i
possibly with success, certainly without any serious danger to himself. The
unhappy nobleman was executed. His fate excited strong, perhaps un-
reasonable feelings of compassion and indignation. The Queen was received
by the citizens of London with gloomy looks and faint acclamations. She
thought it expedient to publish a vindication of her late proceedings. The
faithless friend who had assisted in taking the Earl's life was now employetl'
to murder the Earl's fame. The Queen had seen some of Bacon's writings
and had been pleased with them. He was accordingly selected to write
"A Declaration of the Practices and Treasons attempted and committed by
Robert Eari of Essex," which was printed by authority. In the succeeding
reign. Bacon had not a word to say in defence of this performance, a per-
formance abounding in expressions which no generous enemy would have
employed respecting a man who had so deariy expiated his offences. His
only excuse was, that he wrote it by command, that he considered himself!
xs a mere secretary, that he had particular instructions as to the way in which
he was to treat every part of the subject, and that, in fact, he had furnished
only the arrangement and the style.

NVe regret to say that the whole conduct of Bacon through the course of
these transactions appears to Mr Montagu not merely excusable, but de-
sen-ing of high admiration. Tlie integrity and benevolence of this gentle-
man are so well known that our readers will probably be at a loss to con-
ceive by what steps he can have arrived at so extraordinary a conclusion :

and we are half afraid that they will suspect us of practising some artifice

upon them when we report the principal arguments which he employs. C
In order to get rid of the charge of ingratitude, Mr Montagu attempts to ,

^/^ a
show that Bacon lay under greater obligations to the Queen than to Essex. ^^p^
What these obligations were it is not easy to discover. The situation of "a. ixi^i
Queen's Counsel, and a remote reversion, were surely favours very far below V a ^(^
Bacon's personal and hereditary claims. They were' favours which had not j \f
cost the Queen a groat, nor had they put a groat into Bacon's purse. It wa.s 'miaTv!/-'
necessary to rest Elizabeth's claims to gratitude on some other ground ; and ^^^!/"
this Mr Montagu felt. "What perhaps was her greatest kindness," says
he, "instead of having hastily advanced" Bacon, she had, with a continuance
of her friendship, made him bear the yoke in his youth. Such were his
obligations to Elizabeth." Such indeed they were. Being the son of one
of her oldest and most faithful ministers, being himself the ablest and most
accomplished young man of his time, he had been condemned by her to
drudgery, to obscurity, to poverty. She had depreciated his acquirements.
She had checked him in the most imperious manner, when in Parliament
he ventured to act an independent part. She had refused to him the pro-
fessional advancement to which he had a just claim. To her it was owing
that, while younger men, not superior to him in extraction, and far inferior
to him in every kind of personal merit, were filling the highest offices of the
state, adding manor to manor, rearing palace after palace, he was lying at
a spunging-house for a debt of three hundred pounds. Assuredly if Bacon
owed gratitude to Elizabeth, he owed none to Essex. If the Queen reallv
wa-s his best friend, the F^arl was his worst enemy. We wonder that .Mr
Montagu did not press this argument a little further. He might have main-
tained that Bacon was excusable in revenging himself on a man who had
attempted to rescue hi.<» youth from the salutary yoke imposed on it bv the
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Queen, who had wished to advance him hastily, who, not content with
attempting to inflict the Attorney-Generalship upon him, had been so cruel

as to present iiini with a landed estate.

Again, we can hardly think Mr Mgntagu serious when he tells us that

Bacon was bound for the sake of the public not to destroy his own hopes of

advancement, and that he took part against Essex from a wish to obtain

power which might enable him to be useful to his country. We really do
not know how to refute such arguments except by stating them. Nothing
is impossible which does not involve a contradiction. It is barely possible

that ]3acon's motives for acting as he did on this occasion may have been
gratitude to the t^iieen for keeping him poor, and a desire to benefit his

fellow-creatures in some high situation. And there is a possibility that

Bonner may have been a good Protestant who, being convinced that the

blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church, heroically went through all the

drudgery and infamy of persecution, in order that he might inspire the Eng-
lish people with an intense and lasting haired of Poper)'. There is a pos-

sibility tliat Jeffreys may have been an ardent lover of liberty, and that he
may have beheaded Algernon Sydney, and burned Elizabeth Gaunt, only in

order to produce a reaction which might lead to the limitation of the prero-

gative. T!iere is a possibility that Thurtell may have killed Weare only in

order to give the youth of England an impressive warning against gaming
and bad company. There is a possibility that Fauntleroy may have forged

powers of attorney, only in order that his fate might turn the attention of

the public to the defects of the penal law. These things, we say, are pos-

sible. But they are so extravagantly improbable that a man who should act

on such suppositions would be fit only for St Luke's. And we do not see

why suppositions on which no rational man would act in ordinary life should

be admitted into history.

Mr Montagu's notion that Bacon desired power only in order to do good
to mankind appears somewhat strange to us, when we consider how Bacon
afterwards used power, and how he lost it. Surely the service which he ren-

dered to mankind by taking Lady Wharton's broad pieces and Sir John
Kennedy's cabinet was not of such vast importance as to sanctify all the

means which might conduce to that end. If the case were fairly stated, it

would, we much fear, stand thus : Bacon was a servile advocate, that he
might be a corrupt judge.

Mr Montagu maintains that none but the ignorant and unreflecting can

think Bacon censurable for any tiling that he did as counsel for the Crown,
and that no advocate can justifiably use any discretion as to the party for

whom he appears. We will not at present inquire whether the doctrine

which is held on this subject by English lawyers be or be not agreeable to

reason and morality ; whether it be right that a man should, with a wig on

his head, and a band rourtd his Heck, do for a guinea what, without those

appendages, he would think it wicked and infamous to do for an empire
;

whether it be right that, not merely believing but knowing a statement to

be true, he should do all that can be done by sophistry, by rhetoric, by
solemn asseveration, by indignant exclamation, by gesture, by play of fea-

tures, by terrifying one honest witness, by perplexing another, to cause a

jury to think that statement false. It is not necessary on t!ie present occa-

sion to decide these questions. The professional rules, be they good or bad,

are rules to which many wise and virtuous men have conformed, and are

daily conforming. If, therefore, Bacon did no more than these rules re-

quired of him, we shall readily admit that he was blameless, or, at least,

excusable. But we conceive that his conduct was not justifiable according

to any professional rules that now exist, or that ever existed in England. It

has always been held that, in criminal cases in which the prisoner was
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denied the help of counsel, and, above all, in capital cases, advocates were
both enlilled and bH)und to exercise a discretion. It is true, that, after the

Revclulion, when the Tarliainent began to make inquisition for the innocent
blood which had been shed by the last Stuarts, a feeble attempt was made
to defend the lawyers who had been accomplices in the murder of Sir Thomas
Armstrong, on the ground that they had only acted professionally. The
wretched sophism was silenced by the execrations of the House of Commons.
" Things will never be well done," said Mr Foley, " till some of that pro-

fession be made examples." " We have a new sort of monsters in the

world," said the younger Hampden, "haranguing a man to death. These
I call bloodhounds. Sawyer is very criminal and guilty of this murder."
"I speak to discharge my conscience," said Mr Galloway. "I will not

have the blood of this man at my door. Sawyer demanded judgment against

him and execution. I believe him guilty of the death of this man. Do what
you will with him." " If the profession of the law," said the elder Hampden,
"gives a man authority to murder at this rate, it is the interest of all men
to rise and exterminate that profession." Nor was this language held only
by unleameti country gentlemen. Sir William Williams, one of the ablest

and most unscrupulous lawyers of the age, took the same view of the case.

He had not hesitated, he said, to take part in the pro.secution of the Bishops,
because they were allowed counsel. But he maintained that, where the

prisoner was not allowed coun.sel, the Counsel for the Crown was bound to

exercise a discretion, and that ever)' lawyer who neglected this distinction

was a betrayer of the law. But it is unnecessary to cite authority. It is

known to ever\' body who has ever looked into a court of quarter-sessions

that lawyers do exercise a discretion in criminal ca.ses; and it is plain to

every man of common sense that, if they did not exercise such a discretion,

they would be a more hateful body of men than those bravoes who used to

hire out their stilettoes in Italy.

Bacon appeared against a man who was indeed guilty of a great offence,

but who had been his benefactor and friend. He did more than this. Nay,
he did more than a person who had never seen Essex would have been jus-

tified in doing. He employed all the art of an advocate in order to make
the prisoner's conduct appear more inexcusable and more dangerous to the

state than it really had been. All that professional duty could, in any case,

have required of him would have been to conduct the cause so as to insure

a conviction. But from the nature of the circumstances there could not be
the smallest doubt that the Earl would be found guilty. The character of

the crime was unequivocal. It had been committed recently, in broad day-
light, in the streets of the capital, in the presence of thousands. If ever
there was an occasion on which an advocate had no temptation to resort to

extraneous topics, for the purpose of blinding the judgment and inflaming
the passions of a tribunal, this was that occasion. Why then resort to argu-
ments which, while they could add nothing to the strength of the case, con-
sidered in a legal point of view, tended to aggravate the moral guilt of the
fatal enterprise, and to excite fear and resentment in that quarter from which
alone the Earl could now expect mercy? Why remind tlie audience of the
arts of the ancient tyrants? Why deny, what every body knew to be tlie

truth, that a powerful faction at court had long sought to effect the ruin of

the prisoner? Why, above all, institute a parallel between the unhappy
culprit and the most wicked and most successful rebel of the age ? Was it

absolutely impossible to do all that professional duty required without remind-
ing a jealous sovereign of the League, of the barricades, and of all the humi-
liations which a too powerful subject had heaped on Henry the Third ?

But if we admit the plea which Mr Montagu urges in defence of what
Bacon did as an advocate, what shall we say of the "Declaration of the
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Treasons of Robert Earl of Essex?" Here at least there was no pretence

of professional obligation. Even those who may think it the duty of a
lawyer to hang, draw, and quarter his benefactors, for a proper considera-

tion, will hardly say that it is his duty to write abusive pamphlets against

them, after they are in their giaves. Bacon excused himself by saying that

he was not answerable for the matter of the book, and that he furnished only

the language. But why did he endow such purposes with words ? Could
no hack writer, without virtue or shame, be found to exaggerate the eiTors,

already so dearly expiated, of a gentle and noble spirit ? Every age produces
those links between the man and the baboon. Every age is fertile of Old-
mixons, of Kenricks, and of Anthony Pasquins. But was it for Bacon so

to prostitute his intellect? Could he not feel that, while he rounded and
pointed some period dictated by the envy of Cecil, or gave a plausible form
to some slander invented by the dastardly malignity of Cobham, he was not

sinning merely against his friend's honour and his own? Could he not feel

that letters, eloquence, philosophy, were all degraded in his degradation?
The real explanation of all this is perfectly obvious ; and nothing but a par-

tiality amounting to a ruling passion could cause any body to miss it. The
moral qualities of Bacon were not of a high order. We do not say that he
was a bad man. He was not inhuman or tyrannical. He bore with meek-
ness his high civil honours, and the far higher honours gained by his intel-

lect. He was very .seldom, if ever, provoked into treating any person with

malignity and insolence. No man more readily held up the left cheek to

those who had smitten the right. No man was more expert at the soft

answer which tumelh away wrath. He was never charged, by any accuser

entitled to the smallest credit, with licentious habits. His even temper, his

flowing courtesy, the general respectability of his demeanour, made a favour-

able impression on those who saw him in situations which do not severely

(try the principles. His faults were—we write it with pain—coldness of

[heart, and meanness of .spirit. He seems to have been incapable of feeling

strong affection, of facing great dangers, of making great sacrifices. His
desires were set on things below. Wealth, precedence, titles, patronage,

the mace, the seals, the coronet, large houses, fair gardens, rich manors,
massy services of plate, gay hangings, curious cabinets, had as great attrac-

tions for him as for any of the courtiers who dropped on their knees in the

dirt when Elizabeth passed by, and then hastened home to write to the King
of Scots that her Grace seemed to be breaking fast. For these objects he
had stooped to eveiy thing, and endured every thing. For these he had
sued in the humblest manner, and, when unjustly and ungraciously repulsed,

had thanked those who had repulsed him, and had begim to sue again. For
these objects, as soon as he found that the smallest show of independence
in Parliament was offensive to the Queen, he had aba.sed himself to the dust

before her, and implored forgiveness in temis better suited to a convicted

thief than to a kniglit of the .shire. For these he joined, and for these he
forsook. Lord Essex. He continued to plead his patron's cause with the

Queen as long as he thought that by pleading that cause he might serve

himself. Nay, he went further ; for his feelings, though not warm, were
kind ; he jaleaded that cause as long as he thought that he could plead it

without injury to himself. But when it became evident that Essex was going
headlong to his ruin. Bacon began to tremble for his own fortunes. \Vhat
he had to fear would not indeed have been very alarming to a man of lofty

character. It was not death. It was not imprisonment. It was the loss

of court favour. It was the being left behind by others in the career of

ambition. It was the having leisure to finish the Instaiiratio Magna. The
Queen looked coldly on him. The courtiers began to consider him as a

marked man. He determined to change his line of conduct, and to proceed
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in a new course with as much vigour as to make up for lost tmie. When
once he had detemiined to act against his friend, knowing himself to be
susiKcted, he acted with more zeal than would have been necessary or jus-|

tifiable if he had been employetl against a stranger. He exerted his profes-

sional talents to shed the Earl's blood, and his literary talents to blacken the

Earl's memory.
It is certain that his conduct excited at the time great and general dis-

approbation. While Elizalx'th lived, indeed, this disapprobation, though
deeply felt, was not loudly expressed. But a great change was at hand.
The health of the Queen had long been decaying ; and the operation of

age and disease was now assisted by acute mental suflfering. 'ihe pitiable

melancholy of her last days has generally been ascribed to her fond regret

for Essex. But we are ••isposed to attribute her dejection partly to physical
causes, and partly to the conduct of her courtiers and ministers. They did

all in their power to conceal from her the intrigues which they were carry-

ing on at the Court of Scotland. But her keen sagacity was not to be so
deceived. She did not know the whole. But she knew that she was sur-

rounded by men who were impatient for that new world which was to begin
at her death, who had never been attached to her by affection, and who
were now but very slightly attached to her by interest. Prostration and
flattery could not conceal from her the cruel tnith, that those whom she had
trusted and promoted had never loved her, and were fast ceasing to fear her.

Unable to avenge herself, and too proud to complain, she suffered sorrow
aud resentment to prey on her heart, till, after a long career of power, pros-
perity, and glory, she died sfck and weary of the world.
James-mounted the throne : and Bacon employed all his address to obtain

for himself a share of the favour of his new master. This was no difficult

task. Tlie faults of James, both as a man and as a prince, were numerous

;

but insensibility to the claims of genius and leaming was not among them.
He was indeed made up of two men, a m itty, well-read scholar, who wrote,
disputed, and harangued, and a ner\'ous, drivelling idiot, who acted. If he
had been a Canon of Christ Church, or a Prebendary of Westminster, it is

not improbable that he would have left a highly respectable name to pos-
terity ; that he would have distinguished himself among the translators of

the Bible, and among the Divines who attended the Synod of Dort ; and
that he would have l»een regarded by the literary world as no contemptible
rival of Vossius and Casaubon. But fortune placed him in a situation in

which his weaknesses covered him \\ ith disgrace, and in which his accom-
plishments brought him no honour. In a college, much eccentricity and
childishness would have been readily pardoned in so learned a man. But
all that leaming could do for him on the throne was to make people think
him a pedant as well as a fool.

Bacon was favourably received at Court ; and soon found that his chance
of promotion was not diminished by the death of the Queen. He Avas
solicitous to Ije knighted, for two reasons which are somewhat amusing.
The King had already dubbed half London, and Bacon found himself the
only untitled person in his mess at Gray's Inn. This was not very agreeable
to him. He had also, to quote his own words, "found an Alderman's
daughter, a handsome maiden, to his liking." On both these grounds, he
begged his cousin Ro!>ert Cecil, " if it might please his good Lordship," to
use his interest in his behalf. The application was successful. * Bacon
was one of three hundred gentlemen who, on the coronation-day, received
the honour, if it is to be so called, of knighthood. The handsome maiden,
a claughter of Alderman Bamham, soon after consented to become Sir
Francis's lady.

The death of Elizabeth, though on the whole it improved Bacon's pros-
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pects, was in one respect an unfortunate event for him. The new King had
always felt kindly towards Lord Essex, and, as soon as he came to the throne,

began to show favour to the House of Devereux, and to those who had stood

by that house in its adversity. Everybody was now at liberty to speak out

respecting those lamentable events in which Bacon had borne so large a

share. Elizabeth was scarcely cold when the public feeling began to mani-

fest itself by marks of respect towards Lord Southampton. That accom-
plished nobleman, who will be remembered to the latest ages as the generous
and discerning patron of Shakspeare, was held in honour by his contem-
poraries chiefly on account of the devoted affection which he had borne to

Essex. He had been tried and convicted together with his friend ; but the

Queen had spared his life, and, at the time of her death, he was still a

prisoner. A crowd of visiters hastened to the Tower to congratulate him
on his approaching deliverance. With that crowd Bacon could not venture

to mingle. The multitude loudly cop.demned him ; and his conscience told

him that the multitude had bat too much reason. He excused himself to

Southampton by letter, in terms which, if he had, as Mr Montagu conceives,

done only what as a subject and an advocate he was bound to do, must be
considered as shamefully servile He owns his fear that his attendance
would give offence, and that his professions of regard would obtain no credit.

" Yet," says he, "it is as true as a thing that God knoweth, that this great

change hath wrought in me no other change towards your Lordship than
this, that I may safely be that to you now which I was truly before."

How Southampton received these apologies we are not informed. But
it is certain that the general opinion was pronounced against Bacon in a
manner not to be misunderstood. Soon after his marriage he put forth a
defence of his conduct, in the form of a Letter to the Earl of Devon. This
tract seems to us to prove only the exceeding badness of a cause for which
such talents could do so little.

It is not probable that Bacon's Defence had much effect on his contem-
poraries. But. the unfavourable impression which his conduct had made
appears to have been gradually effaced. Lidecd it must be some very pecu-
liar cause that can make a man like him long unpopular. His talents

secured him from contempt, his temper and his manners from hatred. There
is scarcely any story so black that it may not be got over by a man of great

abilities, whose abilities are united with caution, good-l>^mour, patience, and
affability, who pays daily sacrifice to Nemesis, who is a delightful companion,
a serviceable though not an ardent friend, and a dangerous yet a placable

enemy. Waller in the next generation was an eminent instartce of this. In-

deed Waller had much more than may at first sight appear in common with

Bacon. To the higher intellectual qualities of the great English philoso-

pher, to the genius which has made an immortal epoch in the history of

science. Waller had indeed no pretensions. But the mind of Waller, as far

as it extended, coincided with that of Bacon, and might, so to speak, have
been cut out of that of Bacon. In the qualities which make a man an object

of interest and veneration to posterity, they cannot be compared together.

But in the qualities by which chiefiy a man is known to his contemporaries
there was a striking similarity between them. Considered as men of the

world, as courtiers, as politicians, as associates, as allies, as enemies, they

had nearly the same merits and the same defects. They were not malig-

.lant. •I'hey were not tyrannical. But they wanted warmth of affection

and elevation of sentiment. There were many things which they loved

better than virtue, and which they feared more than guilt. Yet, even after

they had stooped to acts of which it is impossible to read the account in the

most partial narratives without strong disapprobation and contempt, the pub-

lic still continued to regard them with a feeling not easily to be distinguished

from esteem. The hyperbole of Juliet seemed to be verified with respect
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to them. " Upon their brows shame was ashamed to sit." Every body

seemed as desirous to tlirow a veil over their miscoiuiuct as if it had been

Ids own. Clarendon, who fell, and who had reason to feel, strong,' personal

dislike towards Waller, si-eaks ot him thus :
" There needs no more to be

said lo extol the excellence and power of his wit and pleasantness of his con-

versation, than that it was ol mayintudc enough to cover a world of very

great faults, that is, so to cover ihcm that tiiey were not taken notice of to

his reproacli, viz., a narrowness in his nature to the lowest degree, an abject-

ness and want of courage to svpport him in any virtuous underlakinL;, an

insinuation and servile flattery to the height the vainest and most impeiious

nature could be contented with. . . . It lad power to reconcile him to those

whom he had most otfended and provoked, and continued to his age with

that rare felicity, that his company was accet)table where his spirit was

odious, and he was at least pitied where he was most detested," Much of

this, with some softening, might, we fear, be applied to Bacon. The influ-

ence of Waller's talents, manner?, and .-iccomplisliments, died with him ;

and the world has pronounced an unbiassed sentence on his character. A
few flowing lines are not bribe sufficient to perveit the judgment of pos-

terity. But the influence ot Bacon is felt and will long be felt over the

whole civilised wi>rld. Leniently as he was treated by ids contemporaries,

posterity has treatea him more leniently still. Turn where we may, the

trophie-- of that mighty intellect are full in view. We are judging Manlius

in sight of the CapitoL

Under the reiyn of James, Bacon grew rapidly in fortune and favour. In

1604 he was appointed K.ng's Counsel, with a fee of forty pounds a year ;

and a pension of sixty pounds a year was settled upon him. In 1607 he

became Solicitor-General, in l6l2 Attorney-General. He continued to dis-

tinguish himself in Parliament, particuiaily by hisexertions in favourof one

excellent measure on which the King's heart was set, the union of England

and Scotland. It was not difhcuk lor such an intellect to discover many
irresistible arguments in lavour oi sucli a scheme. He conducted the great

case of the Fast Aaii in the Exchequer Chamber ; and the decision ot the

judges, a decision the le^jality ol \\hich may be questioned, but the bene-

ficial effect of which must be acknowledttd, was in a great measure attri-

buted to his dexterous management. While actively engaged in the House

of Commons and in the courts of law, he still found leisure for letters and

philosophy. 1 he noble treatise on the " Advancement of Learning," which

at a later period was expanded into the /V Augnientis, appeared in 1605.

The •' Wi'-dnm of the Ancients," a work which, if it had proceeded from

any oihcr writer, woulc. have been con-idered as a masterpiece of wit and

learning, but which adds little ir the fame of Bacon, was printed in 1609.

In the meantime the Am'um Or^atium was slowly proceeding. Several

distinguished men ot learning had been permitted to see sketches or detached

portions of that extraordinary boi k ; and, though they were not generally

disposed to admit the jioundness of the author's view s, they spoke with the

greatest admiration of his genius. Sir Thomas Brdley, the fouiuler of one

of the most magnificent of EnL'lish libraries, wa- among those stubl.orn

Conservatives whoconsideied the hopes with whicl. Bacon looked forward

lo the luture destinies of the human race as utterly chimerical, and who re-

garded with disiru>t aiid aversion the innovating spirit ol the new scliismatics

in philosophy. Yet even Bodley, after peru^ing the Coplaliel Visa, one of

tlie most precious of those scattered leaves out of which the great oracular

volume was anerwards made up, acknowledged that in " those very points,

and in all proposals and plots in that book. Bacon showed himself a master-

workman ;
" and thai "it could not be gainsaid but all the treatise overdid

abound with choice conceits of the present state of learning, and with worthy

contemplations of the means to procure it." In 16 12 a new edition of the
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"Essays" appeared, with additions surpassing the original collection both
in bulk and quality. Nor did these pursuits distract Bacon's attention from
a work the most arduous, the most glorious, and the most useful that even

his mighty powers could have achieved, "the reducing and recompiling,"

to use his own phrase, " of the laws of England."

Unhappily he was at that very time employed in perverting those laws to

the vilest purposes of tyranny. When Oliver St John was brought before

the Star Chamber for maintaining that the King had no right to levy Bene-
volences, and was for his manly and constitutional conduct sentenced to im-

prisonment during the royal pleasure and to a fine of five thousand pounds,
Bacon appeared as counsel for the prosecution. About the same time he was
deeply engaged in a still more disgraceful transaction. An aged clergyman,

of the name of Peacham, was accused of treason on account of some pas-

sages of a seiTnon which was found in his study. The sermon, whether
written by him or not, had never been preached. It did not appear that he
had any intention of preaching it. The most servile lawyers of those servile

times were forced to admit that there were great difficulties both as to the

facts and as to the law. Bacon was employed to remove those difficulties.

He was employed to settle the question of law by tampering with the judges,

and the question of fact by torturing the prisoner.

Three judges of the Court of King's Bench were tractable. But Coke
was made of different stuff. Pedant, bigot, and brute as he was, he had
qualities which bore a strong, though a very disagreeable resemblance to

some of the highest virtues which a public man can possess. He was an
exception to a maxim which we believe to be generally true, that those

who trample on the helpless are disposed to cringe to the powerful. He
behaved with gross rudeness to his juniors at the bar, and with execrable

cruelty to prisoners on trial for their lives. But he stood up manfully

against the King and the King's favourites. No man of that age appeared
to so little advantage when he was opposed to an inferior, and was in the

wrong. But, on the other hand, it is but fair to admit that no man of

that age made so creditable a figure when he was opposed to a superior,

and happened to be in the right. On such occasions, his half-suppressed

insolence and his impracticable obstinacy had a respectable and interesting

appearance, when compared with the abject servility of the bar and of the

bench. On the present occasion he was stubborn and surly. He declared

that it was a new and highly improper practice in the judges to confer with

a law-officer of the Crown about capital cases which they were afterwards to

try ; and for some time he resolutely kept aloof. But Bacon was equally

artful and persevering. " I am not wholly out of hope," said he in a letter

to the King, " that my Lord Coke himself, when I have in some dark man-
ner put him in doubt that he shall be left alone, will not be singular." After

.some time Bacon's dexterity was successful ; and Coke, sullenly and reluct-

antly, followed the example of his brethren. But in order to convict Peacham
it was necessary to find facts as well as law. Accordingly, this wretched old

man was put to the rack, and, while undergoing the horrible infliction, was
examined by Bacon, but in vain. No confession could be wiomg out of him

;

and Bacon wrote to the King, complaining that Peacham had a dumb devil.

At length the trial came on. A conviction was obtained ; but the charges

were .so obviously futile, that the government could not, for very shame,
carry the sentence into execution ; and Peacham was suffered to languish

away the short remainder of his life in a prison.

All this frightful story Mr Montagu relates fairly. He neither conceals

nor distorts any material fact. But he can see nothing deserving of con-

demnation in Bacon's conduct. He tells us most truly that we ought not to

trv the men of one age by the standard of anollier '• that Sir Matthew Hale is
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not to be pronounced a bad man because he left a woman to be executed for

witchcraft ; that posterity will not be justified in censuring judj^es of our
lime, for selling ofticcs in their courts, according to the established practice,

bad as that practice was ; and that Bacon is entitled to similar indulgence.
" To persecute the lover of truth," says Mr Montagu, '* for opposing estab-

lished customs, and to censure him in after ages for not having been mure
strenuous in opposition, are errors which will never cease until the pleasure

of self-elevation from the depression of superiority is no more."
We have no dispute with Mr Montagu about the general proposition. We

assent to every word of it. But does it apply to the present case ? Is it true

that in the time of James the First it was the established practice for the
law-officers of the Crown, to hold private consultations with the judges,

touching capital cases which those judges were afterwards to trj-? Certainly

not. In the verj- page in which Mr Montagu asserts that "the influencing

a judge out of court seems at that period scarcely to have been considered a.s

improper," he gives the very words of Sir Edward Coke on the subject. " I

will not thus declare what may be my judgment by these auricular confes-

sions of mzu and pernicious tendency, and not according to the customs of the
realm." Is it possible to imagine that Coke, who had himself been Attorney-

General during thirteen years, who had conducted a far greater number of

iraportant state-prosecutions than any other lawyer named in English history,

and who had passed with scarcely any inten'al from the Attorney-General-
ship to the first seat in the first criminal court in the realm, could have been
startled at an invitation to confer with the Crown-lawyers, and could have
pronounced the practice new, if it had really been an established usage ?

We well know that, where property only was at stake, it .vas then a common
though a most culpable practice, in the judges, to listen tc private solicita-

tion. But the practice of tampering with judges in order to procure capital

convictions we believe to have been new, first, because Coke, wno understood
those matters better than any man of his time, asserted it to be new ; and
secondly, because neither Bacon nor Mr Montagu has shown a single precedent.

How then stands the case ? Even thus : Bacon was not conforming to an
usage then generally admitted to be proper. He was not even the last linger-

ing adherent of an old abuse. It would have been sufficiently disgraceful

to such a man to be in this last situation. Yet this last situation would have
been honourable compared with that in which he stood. He was guilty of

attempting to introduce into the courts of law an odious abuse for which no
precedent could be found. Intellectually, he was better fitted than any man
that England has ever produced for the work of improving her institutions. ^
But, unhappily, we see that he did nut scniple to exert his great powers for

the purpose of introtiucing into those institutions new corruptions of the

foulest kind.

The same, or nearly the same, may be said of the torturing of Peacham.
If it be true that in the time of James the First the propriety of torturing

prisoners was generally allowed, we should admit this as an excuse, though
we should admit it less readily in the cxse of such a man as Bacon than in

the case of an ordinary lawyer or politician. But the fact is, that the prac-

tice of torturing prisoners was then generally acknowledged by lawyers to

be illegal, and was execrated by the public as barbarous. More than thirty

years before Peacham's trial, that practice was so loudly condemned by the

voice of the nation that Lord Burleigh found it necessary to publish an

apology for having occasionally resorted to it. But, though the dangers

which then threatened the govtrnment were of a very diffi:rent kind from

those which were to be apprehended from any thing that Peacham cotdd

write, though the life of the Queen and the dearest interests of the state were

in jeopardy, though the circumstances were such that all ordinary laws
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might seem to be superseded by that highest law, the public safety, the

apology did not satisfy the country : and the Queen found it expedient to

issue an order positively forbidding the torturing of state-prisoners on any

pretence whatever. From that time, the practice of torturing, which had
always been unpopular, which had always been illegal, had also been un-

usual. It is well known that in 1628, only fourteen years after the time

when Bacon went to the Tower to listen to the yells of Peacham, the judges

decided that Felton, a criminal who neither deserved nor was likely to obtain

any extraordinary indulgence, could not lawfully be put to the question. We
therefore say that Bacon stands in a very different situation from that in

which Mr Montagu tries to place him. Bacon was here distinctly behind

his age. He was one of the last of the tools of power who persisted in a

practice the most barbarous and the most absurd that has ever disgraced

jurispi-udence, in a practice of which, in the preceding generation, Elizabeth

and her ministers had been ashamed, in a practice which, a few years later, no
sycophant in all the Inns of Court had the heart or the forehead to defend.*

Bacon far behind his age ! Bacon far behind Sir Edward Coke ! Bacon
clinging to exploded abuses ! Bacon withstanding the progress of improve-

ment ! Bacon struggling to push back the human mind ! The words seem
strange. They sound like a contradiction in terms. Yet the fact is even
so : and the explanation may be readily found by any person who is not

blinded by prejudice. Mr Montagu cannot believe that so extraordinary a

man as Bacon could be guilty of a bad action ; as if history were not made
up of the bad actions of extraordinary men, as if all the most noted de-

stroyers and deceivers of our species, all the founders of arbitrary govern-

ments and false i-eligions, had not been extraordinary men, as if nine tenths

of the calamities which have befallen the human race had any other origin

than the union of high intelligence with lowdesires.

Bacon knew this well. He has told us that there are persons "scientia

tanquam angeli alati, cupiditatibus vero tanquam serpentes qui humi rep-

tant ;"t and it did not require his admirable sagacity and his extensive con-

verse with mankind to make the discovery. Indeed, he had only to look

'v/ithin. The difference between the soaring angel and the creeping snake

was but a type of the difference between Bacon the philosopher and Bacon
^^the Attorney-General, Bacon seeking for truth, and Bacon seeking for the

j
Seals. Those who survey only one half of his character may speak of him
with unmixed admiration, or with unmixed contempt. But those only judge

of him correctly who take in at one view Bacon in speculation and Bacon in

action. They will have no difficulty in comprehending how one and the

same man should have been far before his age and far behind it, in one line

the boldest and most useful of innovators, in another line the most obstinate

champion of the foulest abuses. In his library, all his rare powers were
under the guidance of an honest ambition, of an enlaced philanthropy, of a

sincere love of truth. There, no temptation drew him away from the right

course. Thomas Aquinas could pay no fees. Duns Scotus could confer no peer-

ages. The Master of the Sentences had no rich reversions in his gift. Far
different was the situation of the great philosopher when he came forth from
his study and his laboratory to mingle with the crowd which filled the gal-

leries of Whitehall. In all that crowd there was no man equally qualified

* Since this Review was written, Mr Jardine has published a very learned and ingcri.

ions Reading on the use of torture in England. It has not however been thought neces-
sary to make any change in the observations on Pcichani's case.

It is impossvble to discuss, within the limits of a note, the extensive question raised by
Mr Jardine. It is sufficient here to say that every argument by which he attempts to
show that the use of the rack was anciently a lawful exertion of royal prerogative may be
urged with equal force, nay with far greater force, to prove the lawfulness of benevolerices,
of ship-monev, of Mompesson's patent, of Eliot's imprisonment, of every abuse, without
exception, which is condemned by the Petition of Right and the Declaration of Right.

t De Augmentis, Lib. v. Cap. i.
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to render great and lasting services to mankind. But in all that crowd there

was not a heart more -;et on thing'^ which no man ought to suffer to Ik- neces-

sary to his happiness, on things which can often lie ohtaineil only by the

sacrifice of integrity and honour. To be the leader of the human race in

the career of improvement, to found on the ruins of ancient intellectual dynas-

ties a more prosperous and a more enduring empire, to l)e revered by the

latest generations as the most illustrious among the benefactors of mankind,

all this was within his reach. But all this availed him nothing whde some

quibbling special pleader was promoted before him to the bench, while some

heavy country gentleman took precedence of him by virtue of a purchased

coronet, while some pandar, happy in a fair wife, could obtain a more cor-

dial salute from Buckingham, while some buffoon, versed in all the latest

scandal of the court, could draw a louder laugh from James.

During a long course of years, Bacon's unworthy ambition was crowmed

with success. His sagacity early enabled him to perceive who was likely

to become the most powerful man in the kingdom. He probably knew the

King's mind before it was known to the King himself, and attached himself

to Villiers, while the less discerning crowd of courtiers still continued to

fawn on Somerset. The influence of the younger favourite became greater

daily. The contest between the rivals might, however, have lasted long,

but for that frightful crime which, in spite of all that could be effected by

the research and ingenuity of historians, is still covered with so mysterious

an obscurity. The descent of Somerset had been a gradual and almost im-

perceptible lapse. It now became a headlong fall ; and Villiers, left with-

out a competitor, rapidly rose to a height of power such as no subject since

Wolsey had attained.

There were many points of resemblance between the two celebrated

courtiers who, at different times, extended their patronage to Bacon. It is

difficult to say whether Essex or Villiers was more eminently distinguished

by those graces of person and manner which have always been rated in courts

at much more than their real value. Both were constitutionally brave ; and

both, like most men who are constitutionally brave, were open and unre-

served. Both were rash and headstrong. Both were destitute of the

abilities and of the information which are necessary to statesmen. Vet

both, trusting to the accomplishments which had made them conspicu-'

ous in tilt-yards and ball-rooms, aspired to rule the state. Both owed

their elevation to the personal attachment of the sovereign ; and in both

cases this attachment was of so eccentric a kind, that it per])lexed ob-

servers, that it still continues to perplex historians, and that it gave rise

to much scandal which we are inclined to think unfounded. Each of

them treated the sovereign whose favour he enjoyed with a rudeness which

approached to insolence. This jjetulance ruined Essex, who had to deal

with a spirit naturally as proud as his own, and accustomed, during near

half a centurj-, to the most respectful observance. But there was a wide

difference lietween the haughty daughter of Henry and her successor.

James was timid from the crade'. His nen-es, naturally weak, had not been

fortified by reflection or by habit. His life, till he came to England, had

been a series of mortifications and humiliations. With all his high notions

of the origin and extent of his prerogatives, he was never his own master

for a dav. In spite of his kingly title, in spite of his despotic theories, he

was to the last a slave at heart. Villiers treated him like one ; and this

course, though adopted, we believe, merely from temper, succeeded as well

as if it had l^en a system of policy formed after mature deliberation.

In generosity, in sensibility, in capacity for friendship, Essex far surpassed

Buckingham. Indeeil, Buckiiigham can scarcely be said to have had any

friend, with ihe exception of the two princes over whom successively he ex-

ercised so wonderful an influence. Essex was to the last adored by the people.
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Huckingham was always a most unpopular man, except perhaps lor a very

short time after his return from the childish visit to Spain. Essex fell a victim

to the rigour of the government amidst the lamentations of tlie people. Buck-
ingham, execrated by the people, and solemnly declared a public enemy by
the representatives of the people, fell by the hand of one of the people, and
was lamented by none but his master.

The way in which the two favourites acted towards Bacon was highly char-

acteristic, and may serve to illustrate the old and true saying, that a man is

generally more inclined to feel kindly towards one on whom he has conferred

favours than towards one from whom he has received them. Essex loaded

Bacon with benefits, and never thought that he had done enough. It seems
never to have crossed the mind of the powerful and wealthy noble that the

poor barrister whom he treated with such munificent kindness was not his

equal. It wa.s, we have no doubt, with perfect sincerity that the Earl de-

clared that he would willingly give his sister or daughter m marriage to his

friend. He was in general more than sufficiently sensible of his own merits
;

but he did not seem to know that he had ever desei"ved well of Bacon. On
that cruel day when they saw each other for the last time at the bar of the

Lords, Essex taxed his perfidious friend with unkindness and insincerity, but

never with ingratitude. Even in such a moment, more bitter than the bitter-

ness of death, that noble heart was too great to vent itself in .such a reproach.

Villiers, on the other hand, owed much to Bacon. When their acquaint-

ance began, Sir Francis was aman ofmature age, of high station, and of estab-

lished fame as a politician, an advocate, and a writer. Villiers was little more
than a boy, a younger son of a house then of no great note. He was but just

entering on the career of court favour ; and none but the most discerning ob-

servers could as yet perceive that he was likely to distance all his competitors.

The countenance and advice of a man so highly distinguished as the Attor-

ney-General must have l)een an object of the highest importance to the young
adventurer. But though Villiers was the obliged party, he was far less warmly
attached to Bacon, and far less delicate in his conduct towards Bacon, than

Essex had been.

To do the new favourite justice, he early exerted his influence in behalf of

his illustrious friend. In i6i6 Sir Francis was sworn of the Privy Council,

and in March, 1617, on the retirement of Lord Brackley, was appointed

Keeper of the Great Seal.

On the seventh of May, the first day of term, he rode in state to Westmin-
ster Hall, with the Lord Treasurer on his right hand, the Lord Privy Seal on
his left, a long procession of students and ushers before him, and a crowd of

peers, privy-councillors, and judges following in his train. Having entered

his court, he addressed the splendid auditory in a grave and dignified speech,

which proves how well he understood those judicial duties which he afterwards

performed so ill. Even at that moment, the proudest moment of his life in

the estimation of the vulgar, and, it may be, even in his own, he cast back a

look oflingering affection towards those noble pursuits from which, as it seemed,

he was about to be estranged. "The de]3th of the three long vacations," said

he, "I would reserve in some measure free from business of estate, and for

studies, arts, and sciences, to which of my own nature I am most inclined."

The years during which Bacon held the Great Seal were among the darkest

and most shameful in English history. Every thing at home and abroad was
mismanaged. First came the execution of Raleigh, an act which, if done in

a proper manner, might have been defensible, but which, under all the cir-

cumstances, must be considered as a dastardly murder. Worse was behind,

the war of Bohemia, the successes of Tilly and Spinola, the Palatinate con-

quered, the King's son-in-law an exile, the house of Austria dominant on the

Continent, the Protestant religion and the liberties of the Germanic body
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trcvlden under foot. Meanwiiile, the wavering and cowardly policy of Eng-

land fumislied matter of ridicule to all the nations of Kurope. The love of

pcac>- which James professed would, even when imkdged to an impolitic ex-

cess, have lx'enrespectal)le, if it had proceeded from tenderness for his people.

But the truth is that, while lie had nothing to spare for the defence of the

natural allies of England, he resorted without scruple to the most illegal and
oppressive devices, for the purpose of enabling Buckingham and Buckingham's

relations to outshine the ancient aristocracy of the realm. Benevolences were

exacted. Patentsof monopoly were multiplied. All the resources which could

have been employed to replenish a beggared Exchequer, at the close of a

ruinous war, were jiut in motion during this season of ignominious peace.

The vices of the administration must be chiefly ascribed to the weakness
of the King and to the levity and violence of the favourite. But it is impos-

sible to acquit the Lord Keeper of ail share in the guilt. For those odious

patents, in particular, which passed the Great Seal while it was in his charge,

he must be held answerable. In the speech which he made on first taking

his seat in his court, he had pledged himself to discharge this important part

of his functions with the greatest caution and impartiality. He had declared

that he " would walk in the light," " that men should see that no particular

lum or end led him, but a general nde." Mr Montagu would have us believe

that Bacon acted up to these professions, and says that " the power of the

favourite ilid not deter the Lord Keeper from staying grants and patents when
his public duty demanded this interposition." Does Mr Montagu consider

patents of monopoly as good things ? Or does he mean to say that Bacon
staid every patent of monopoly that came before him? Of all patents in our

history, the most disgraceful was that which was granted to Sir Giles Mom-
pesson, supposed to be the original of Massinger's Overreach, and to Sir Fran-

cis Michell, from whom Justice Greedy is supposed to have been drawn, for

the exclusive manufacturing of gold and silver lace. The effect of this mono-
poly was of course that the metal employed in the manufacture was adulter-

ated to the great loss of the public. But this was a trifle. The patentees were

armed with powers as great as have ever been given to farmers of the revenue

in the worst governed countries. They were authorised to search houses and
to arrest interlopers ; and these formidable powers were u.sed for purposes

viler than even those for which they were given, for the wreaking of old

grudges, and for the corrupting of female chastity. Was not this a case in

which public duty demanded the interposition of the Lord Keeper? And did

the Lord Keeper interpose ? He did. He wrote to inform the King, that

he "had considered of the fitness and conveniencyof the gold and silver thread

business," " that it was convenient that it should be settled," that he " did

conceive apparent likelihood that it would redound much to his Majesty's

profit, " that, therefore,
'

' it were good it were settled with all convenient speed.

"

The meaning of all this was, that certain of the house of Villiers were to go
shares with Overreach and Greedy in the plunder of the public. This was
the way in which, when the favourite pressed for patents, lucrative to his

relations and to his creatures, ruinous and vexatious to the body of the people,

the chief guardian of the laws inteq)osed. Having assisted the patentees to

I'btain this monopoly, Bacon assisted them also in the steps which they took
for the purpose of guarding it. He committed several people to close con-

fmement for disobeying his tyrannical edict. It is needless to say more.
Our readers are now able to judge whether, in the matter of ]>atents. Bacon
acted conformably to his professions, or rlescned the praise which his biog-

rapher has Ijestowed on him.

In his judicial capacity his conduct was not less reprehensible. He suf-

fered Buckingham to dictate many of his decisions. Bacon knew as well as

any man that a judge who listens to private solicitations is a disgrace to his
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post. He had himself, before he was raised to the woolsack, represented
this strongly to Villiers, then just entering on his career. " By no means,"
said Sir Francis, in a letter of advice addressed to the young courtier, " hy
no means be you persuaded to interpose yourself, either by word or letter,

in any cause depending in any court of justice, nor suffer any great man to

do it where you can hinder it. If it should prevail, it perverts justice ; but,

if the judge be so just and of such courage as he ought to be, as not to be
inclined thereby, yet it always leaves a taint of suspicion behind it." Yet
he had not been Lord Keeper a month when Buckingham began to interfere

in Chancery suits ; and Buckingham's interference was, as might have been
expected, successful.

Mr Montagu's reflections on the excellent passage which we have quoted
above are exceedingly amusing. "No man," says he, " more deeply felt

the evils which then existed of the interference of the Crown and of states-

men to influence judges. How beautifully did he admonish Buckingham,
regardless as he proved of all admonition !

" We should be glad to know
how it can be expected that admonition will be regarded by him who receives

it, wlien it is altogether neglected by him who gives it. We do not defend
Buckingham : but what was his guilt to Bacon's ? Buckingham was young,
ignorant, thoughtless, dizzy with the rapidity of his ascent and the height of

his position. That he should be eager to serve his relations, his flatterers,

his mistresses, that he should not fully apprehend the immense importance
of a pure administration of justice, that he should think more about those

who were bound to him by private ties than about the public interest, all this

was perfectly natural, and not altogether unpardonable. Those who intrust

a petulant, hot-blooded, ill-informed lad with power, are more to blame than
he for the mischief which he may do with it. How could it be expected of

a lively page, raised by a wild freak of fortune to the first influence in the
empire, that he should have bestowed any serious thought on the principles

which ought to guide judicial decisions ? Bacon was the ablest public man
then living in Europe. He was near sixty years old. He had thought
much, and to good purpose, on the general principles of law. He had for

many years borne a part daily in the administration of justice. It was im-
possible that a man with a tithe of his sagacity and experience should not

have known that a judge who suffers friends or patrons to dictate his decrees

violates the plainest rules of duty. In fact, as we have seen, he knew this

well : he expressed it admirably. Neither on this occasion nor on any other

could his bad actions be attributed to any defect of the head. They sprang
from quite a different cause.

A man who stooped to render such services to others was not likely to be
scrupulous as to the means by which he enriched himself. He and his de-
pendents accepted large presents from persons who were engaged in Chan-
cery suits. The amount of the plunder which he collected in this way it is

impossible to estimate. There can be no doubt that he received very much
more than was proved on his trial, though, it may be, less than was sus-

pected by the public. His enemies stated his illicit gains at a hundred
thousand pounds. But this was probably an exaggeration.

It was long before the day of reckoning arrived. During the interval be-

tween the second and third Parliaments of James, the nation was absolutely

governed by the Crown. The prospects of the Lord Keeper were bright and
serene. His great place rendered the splendour of his talents even more
conspicuous, and gave an additional charm to the serenity of his temper, the

courtesy of his manners, and the eloquence of his conversation. The pil-

laged suitor might mutter. The austere Puritan patriot might, in his retreat,

grieve that one on whom God had bestowed without measure all the abilities

which qualify men to take the lead in great reforms should be found among
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the adherents of the worst abuses. But tlie murmurs of the suitor and the
lamentations of the patriot had scarcely any avenue to the ears of the power-
ful. The King, and the minister who was the King's master, smiled on their

illustrious flatterer. The whole crowd of courtiers and nobles souj^ht his

favour with emulous eagerness. Men of wit and learning hailed with delight

the elevation of one who had so signally shown that a man of profound
learning and of brilliant wit might understand, far better than any plodding
dunce, the art of thriving in the world, v

Once, and but once, this course of prosperity was for a moment interrupted.

It should seem that even Bacon's brain was not strong enough to bear without
some discomposure the inebriating effect of so much good fortune. For some
time after his elevation, he showed himself a little wanting in that wariness
and self-command to which, more than even to his transcendent talents, his

elevation was to be ascribed. He was by no means a good hater. The
temperature of his revenge, like that of his gratitude, was scarcely ever more
than lukewami. But there was one person whom he had long regarded with
an animosity which, though studiously suppressed, was perhaps the stronger
for the suppression. The insults and injuries which, when a young man
struggling into note and professional practice, he had received from Sir Ed-
ward Coke, were such as might move the most placable nature to resentment.
About the time at which Bacon received the Seals, Coke had, on account of
his contumacious resistance to the royal pleasure, been deprived of his seat

in tlic Court of King's Bench, and had ever since languished in retirement.

But Coke's opposition to the Court, we fear, was the effect not of good
principles, but of a bad temper. Perverse and testy as he was, he wanted
ti-ue fortitude and dignity of character. His obstinacy, unsupported by vir-

tuous motives, was not proof against disgrace. He solicited a reconciliation

with the favourite, and his solicitations were successful. Sir John Villiers,

the brother of Buckingham, was looking out for a rich wife. Coke had a
large fortune and an mimarried daughter. A bargain was struck. But
Lady Coke, the lady whom twenty years before Essex had wooed on behaif

of Bacon, would not hear of the match. A violent and scandalous family
quarrel followed. The mother carried the girl away by stealth. The father

pursued them, and regained possession of his daughter by force. The King
was then in Scotland, and Buckingham had attended him thither. Bacon
was, during their absence, at the head of affairs in England. He felt towards
Coke as much malevolence as it was in his nature to feel towards any body.
His wi.sdom had been laid to sleep by prosperity. In an evil hour he deter-

mined to interfere in the disputes which agitated his enemy's household.
He declared for the wife, countenanced the Attorney-General in fding an
information in the Sur Chamber against the husband, and wrote letters to

the King and the favourite against the proposed marriage. The strong lan-

guage which he used in those lettei^s shows that, sagacious as he was, he did
not quite know his place, and that he was not fully acquainted with the ex-

tent either of Buckingham's power, or of the change which the possession of
that power had produced in Buckingham's character. He soon had a lesson

which he never forgot. The favourite received the news of the I^jrd Keeper's
interference with feelings of the most violent resentment, and made the King
even more angry than himself. Bacon's eyes were at once opened to his

error, and to all its possible consequences. He had been elated, if not in-

toxicatetl, by greatness, llie shock sobered him in an instant. He was all

himself again. He apologized submissively for his interference. He directed
the Aitomey-Ceneral to stop the proceedings against Coke. He sent to tell

Lady Coke that he could do nothing for her. He announced to both the
families that he was desirous to promote the connection. Having given
these proofs of contrition, he ventured to present himself before Buckingham.
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But the young upstart did not think that he had yet sufficiently humbled an
old man who had been his friend and his benefactor, who was the highest
civil functionary in the realm, and the most eminent man of letters in the
world. It is said that on two successive days Bacon repaired to Bucking-
ham's house, that on two successive days he was suffered to remain in an
antechamber among foot-boys, seated on an old wooden box, with the Great
Seal of England at his side, and that when at length he was admitted, he
flung himself on the floor, kissed the favourite's feet, and vowed never to rise

till he was forgiven. Sir Anthony Weldon, on whose authority this story

rests, is likely enough to have exaggerated the meanness of Bacon and the

insolence of Buckingham. But it is difficult to imagine that so circumstan-

tial a narrative, written by a person who avers that he was present on the

occasion, can be wholly without foundation ; and, unhappily, there is little

in the character either of the favourite or of the Lord Keeper to make the

narrative improbable. It is certain that a reconciliation took place on terms
humiliating to Bacon, who never more ventured to cross any purpose of any
body who bore the name of Villiers. He put a strong curb on those angry
passions which had for the first time in his life mastered his prudence. He
went through the forms of a reconciliation with Coke, and did his best, by
seeking opportunities of paying little civilities, and by avoiding all that could

produce collision, to tame the untameable ferocity of his old enemy.
In the main, however. Bacon's life, while he held the Great Seal, was, in

outward appearance, most enviable. In London he lived with great dignity

at York House, the venerable mansion of his father. Here it was that, in

January, 1620, he celebrated his entrance int.o his sixtieth year amidst a

splendid circle of friends. He had then exchanged the appellation of Keeper
for the higher title of Chancellor. Ben Jonson was one of the party, and
wrote on the occasion some of the happiest of his rugged rhymes. AH things,

he tells us, seemed to smile about the old house, " the fire, the wine, the

men." The spectacle of the accomplished host, after a hfe marked by no
great disaster, entering on a green old age, in the enjojTuent of riches, power,

high honours, undiminished mental activity, and vast literary reputation, made
a strong impression on the poet, if we may judge from those well-known lines

:

" England's high Chancellor, the destined heir,

In his soft cradle, to his father's chair,

Whiise even thread the Fates spin round and full

Out of their choicest and their whitest wool."

In the intervals of rest which Bacon's political and judicial functions

afforded, he was in the habit of retiring to Gorhambury. At that place his

business was literature, and his favourite amusement gardening, which in one
of his most interesting Essays he calls "the purest of human pleasures." In

his magnificent grounds he erected, at a cost of ten thousand pounds, a re-

treat to which he repaired when he wished to avoid all visiters, and to devote
himself wholly to study. On such occasions, a few young men of distin-

guished talents were sometimes the companions of his retirement ; and among
them his quick eye soon discerned the superior abilities of Thomas Hobbes,
It is not probable, however, that he fully appreciated the powers of his

disciple, or foresaw the vast influence, both for good and for evil, which that

most vigorous and acute of human intellects was destined to exercise on the

two succeeding generations.

In January, 1621, Bacon had reached the zenith of his fortunes. He had
just published the Nainim Orgamim ; and that extraordinary book had drawn
forth the warmest expressions of admiration from the ablest men in Europe.

He had obtained honours of a widely different kind, but perhaps not less

valued by him. He had been created Baron Verulam. He had subsequently

been raised to the higher dignity of Viscount St Albans. His patent was



LORD BACON. 381

irawn in the most flattering terms, and the Prince of Wales signed it as a
Aitness. The ceremony ol investiture was performed with great state at

i lieobalds, and Buckingham condescended to be one of the chief actors.

Posterity has felt that the greatest of English philosophers could derive no
accession of dignity from any title which James could bestow, and, in defiance

of the royal letters patent, has obstinately refused to degrade Francis Bacon
into Viscount St Albans.

In a few weeks was signally brought to the test the value of those objects

for which Bacon had sullied his integrity, had resigned his independence,
had violated the most sacred obligations of friendship and gratitude, had
flattered the worthless, had persecuted the innocent, had tamperetl with
judges, had tortured prisoners, had plundered suitors, had wasted on paltry

intrigues all the powers of the most exquisitely constructed intellect that has
ever been bestowed on any of the children of men. A sudden and terrible

reverse was at hand. A Parliament had been summoned. After six years
of silence the voice of the nation was again to be heard. Only three days
after the pageant which was performed at Theobalds in honour of Bacon,
the Houses met. Ill

Want of money nad, as usual, induced the King to convoke his Parliament.
It may be doubted, however, whether, if he or his ministers had been at all

aware of the state of public feeling, they would not have tried any e.xpedient,

or borne with any inconvenience, rather than have ventured to face the de-
puties of a justly exasperated nation. But they did not discern those times.

Indeed almost all the pohtical blunders ofJames, and of his more unfortunate
son, arose from one great error. During the fifty years which preceded the
Long Parliament a great and progressive change was taking place in the public
mind. The nature and extent of this change was not in the least understood
by either of the first two Kings of the House of Stuart, or by any of their

advisers. That the nation became more and more discontented every year,

that every House of Commons was more unmanageable than that which had
preceded it, were facts which it was impossible not to perceive. But the
Court could not understand why these things were so. The Court could not
see that the English people and the English Government, though they might
once have been well suited to each other, were suited to each other no longer

;

that the nation had outgrown its old institutions, was every day more uneasy
under them, was pressing against ihem, and would soon burst through them.
The alarming phnenomena, the existence of which no sycophant could deny,
were ascribed to every cause except the true one. " In my first Parliament,"
said James, " I was a novice. In my next, there was a kind of beasts called
undertakers," and so forth. In the third Parliament he could hardly be
called a novice, and those beasts, the undertakers, did not exist. Vet his

third Parliament gave him more trouble than either the first or tlie second.
The Parliament had no sooner met than the House of Commons proceeded,

in a temperate and respectful, but most determined manner, to discuss the
pubUc grievances. Their first attacks were directed against those odious
patents, under cover of which Buckingham and his creatures had pillaged
and oppressed the nation. The vigour with which these proceedings were
conducted spread dismay through the Court. Buckingham thought himself
in danger, and, in his alarm, had recourse to an adviser who had lately

acquired considerable influence over him, Williams, Dean of Westminster.
This person had already been of great use to the favourite in a very delicate
"ir.tter. Buckingham had set his heart on marrying Lady Catherine Man-

rs, daughter and heiress of the Earl of Rutland. But the difficulties were
•at. The Earl was haughty and impracticable, and the young lady was a

I athoHc. Williams soothed the pride of the father, and found arguments
'.vliich, for a time at least, quieted the conscience of the daughter. For thesp

N



382 LORD BACON.

services he had been rewarded with considerable preferment in the Church
;

and he was now rapidly rising to the same place in the regard of Bucking-
ham which had formerly been occupied by Bacon.

Williams was one of those who are wiser for others than for themselves.

His own public life was unfortunate, and was made unfortunate by his strange
want of judgment and self-command at several important conjunctures. But
the counsel which he gave on this occasion showed no want of worldly wis-

dom. He advised the favourite to abandon all thoughts of defending the

monopolies, to find some foreign embassy for his brother Sir Edward, who
was deeply implicated in the villanies of Mompesson, and to leave the other

offenders to the justice of Parliament. Buckingham received this advice with

the waiTnest expressions of gratitude, and declared that a load had been lifted

from his heart. He then repaired with Williams to the ro.yal presence. Tliey

found the King engaged in earnest consultation with Prince Charles. The
plan of operations proposed by the Dean was fully discussed, and approved
in all its parts.

The first victims whom the Court abandoned to the vengeance of the

Commons were Sir Giles Mompesson and Sir Francis Michell. It was some
time before Bacon began to entertain any apprehensions. His talents and
his address gave him great influence in the house of which he had lately be-

come a member, as indeed they must have done in any assembly. In the

House of Commons he had many personal friends and many warm admirers.

But at length, about six weeks after the meeting of Parliament, the storm burst.

A committee of the lower House had been appointed to inquire into the

state of the Courts of Jusrice. On the fifteenth of March the chairman of

that committee, Sir Robert Philips, member for Bath, reported that gi-eat

abuses had been discovered. "The person," said he, "against whom
these things are alleged is no less than the Lord Chancellor, a man so endued
with all parts, both of nature and art, as that I will say no more of him,

being not able to say enough." Sir Robert then proceeded to state, in the

most temperate manner, the nature of the charges. A person of the name
of Aubrey had a case depending in Chanceiy. He had been almost ruined

by law-expenses, and his patience had been exhausted by the delays of the

court. He received a hint from some of the hangers-on of the Chancellor
that a present of one hundred pounds would expedite matters. The poor
man had not the sum required. However, having found out an usurer who
accommodated him with it at high interest, he carried it to York House.
The Chancellor took the money, and his dependents assured the suitor that

all would go right. Aubrey was, however, disappointed ; for, after con-

siderable delay, "a killing decree" was pronounced against him. Another
suitor of the name of Egerlon complained that he had been induced by two
of the Chancellor's jackals to make his Lordship a present of four hundred
pounds, and that, nevertheless, he had not been able to obtain a decree in

his favour. The evidence to these facts was overwhelming. Bacon's friends

could only entreat the House to suspend its judgment, and to send up the

case to the Lords, in a fonn less offensive than an impeachment.
On the nineteenth of March the King sent a mes.sage to the Commons,

expressing his deep regret that so eminent a person as the Chancellor should

be suspected of misconduct. His Majesty declared that he had no wish to

screen the guilty from justice, and proposed to appoint a new kind of

tribunal, consisting of eighteen commissioners, who might be chosen from
among the memV)ers of the two Houses, to investigate the matter. The
Commons were not disposed to depart from their regiUar course of proceed-

ing. On the same day they held a conference with the Lords, and delivered

in the heads of the accusation against the Chancellor. At this conference

Bacon was not present. Overwhelmed with shame and remorse, and aban-
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doned by all those in whom he had weakly put his trust, he had shut himself

u]) in his chamlx;r from the eyes of men. The dejcctiun of his mind soon
ilisordered his l)ody. P.uckingham, who visited him by the King's order,

"found his Lordship very sick and heavy." It appears from a pathetic

letter which the unhappy man addressed to llie Peer^ on the day of the con-

ference, that he neither ex]>ectcd nor wisheil to sur\ ive his disgrace. During

several days he remained in his bed, refusing to see any human being. lie

passionately told his attendants to leave him, to forget him, never again to

name his name, never to remember that there had been such a man in the

world. In the mean time, fresh instances of corruption were every day

brought to the knowledge of his accusers. The number of cliargcs rapidly

mcreased from two to twenty-three. The Lords entered on the investiga-

tion of the case with laudable alacrity. Some witnes.ses were examined at

the bar of the House. A select committee was appointed to take the depo-

sitions of others ; and the inquiry was rapidly proceeding, when, on the

twenty-sixth of March, the Kmg adjourned the Parliament for three weeks.

This measure revived Bacon's hopes. He made the mo.st of his short

spite. He attempted to work on the feeble mind of the King. He appealed

all the strongest feelings of James, to his fears, to his vanity, to his high

i.uiions of prerogative. Would the Solomon of the age commit so gross an

error as to encourage the encroaching spirit of Parliaments? Would God's

anointed, accountable to God alone, pay homage to the clamorous multi-

tude? "Those," exclaimed Bacon, "who now strike at the Chancellor

will soon strike at the Crown. I am the first sacrifice. I wish I may be

the last." But all his eloquence and address were employed in vain. In-

deed, whatever Mr Montagu may say, we are firmly convmced that it was
not in the King's power to save Bacon, without having recourse to measures

which would have convulsed the realm. The Crown had not sufficient in-

fluence over the Parliament to procure an acquittal in so clear a case of guilt.

And to dissolve a Parliament which is universally allowed to have Ijeen one

of the best Parliaments that ever sat, which had acted liberally and respect-

fully towards the Sovereign, and which enjoyed in the highest degree the

favour of the people, only in order to stop a grave, temperate, and constitu-

tional inquiry into the personal integrity of the first judge in the kingdom,
would have been a measure more scandalous and absurd than any of iho.->e

which were the ruin of the House of Stuart. Such a measure, while it

would have been as fatal to the Chancellor's honour as a conviction, would
have endangered the very existence of the monarchy. The King, acting by
the advice of Williams, very properly refused to engage in a dangerous

struggle with ids people, for the puqiose of saving from legal condemnation
a minister whom it was impossible to save from dishonour. He advised

Bacon to plead guilty, and promised to do all in his power to mitigate the

punishment. Mr Montagu is exceedingly angry with James on this account.

But though we are, in general, very little inclined to admire that Prince's

conduct, we really think that his advice was, under all the circumstances,

the best advice that could have been given.

On the seventeenth of April the Houses reassembled, and the Lords re-

umed their inquiries into the abuses of the Court of Chancery. On the
• A enty-second. Bacon addressed to the Peers a letter, which the Prince of

. ales condescendefl to deliver. In this artful and pathetic composition, the
I liancellor acknowledged his guili in guarded and general terms, and, wliile

c'.<nowledging, endeavoured to palliate it. This, however, was not thought
u.'hcient by his judges. They require<l a more particular confession, and
M.nt him a copy of the charges. On the thirtieth, he delivered a paper in

which he admitted, with few and unimportant reservations, the truth of the

accusations brought against him, and threw himself entirely on the mercy of
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his peers. " Upon advised consideration of the charges," said he, *' descend-
ing into my own conscience, and calling my memory to account so far as I

am able, I do plainly and ingenuously confess that I am guilty of corrup-

tion, and do renounce all defence."

The Lords came to a resolution that the Chancellor's confession appeared
to be full arid ingenuous, and sent a committee to inquire of him whether it

was really subscribed by himself. The deputies, among whom was Southamp-
ton, the common friend, many years before, of Bacon and Essex, performed
their duty with great delicacy. Indeed the agonies of such a mind and the
degradation of such a name might well have softened the most obdurate
natures. " My Lords," said Bacon, "it is my act, my hand, my heart. I

beseech your Lordships to be merciful to a broken reed." They withdrew
;

and he again retired to his chamber in the deepest dejection. The next day,

the sergeant-at-arms and the usher of the House of Lords came to conduct
him to Westminster Hall, where sentence was to be pronounced. But they
found him so unwell that he could not leave iiis bed ; and this excuse for his

absence was readily accepted. In no quarter does there appear to have been
the smallest desire to add to his humiliation.

The sentence was, however, severe, the more severe, no doubt, because
the Lords knew that it would not be executed, and that they had an excel-

lent opportunity of exhibiting, at small cost, the inflexibility of their justice,

and their abhorrence of corniption. Bacon was condemned to pay a fine of

forty thousand pounds, and to be imprisoned in the Tower during the King's

pleasure. He was declared incapable of hokling any office in the State or

of sitting in Parliament ; and he was banished for life from the verge of the

court. In such misery and shame ended that long career of worldly wisdom
and worldly prosperity.

Even at this pass Mr Montagu does not desert his hero. He seems indeed

to think that the attachment of an editor ought to be as devoted as that of

Mr Moore's lovers ; and cannot conceive what biography was made for,

" If 'tis not the same
Through joy and through torment, through glory and shame."

He assures us that Bacon was innocent, that he had the means of making a

perfectly satisfactory defence, that when he "plainly and ingenuously con-

fessed that he was guilty of corruption," and when he afterwards solemnly

affirmed that his confession was " his act, his hand, his heart," he was telling

a great lie, and that he refrained from bringing forward proofs of his inno-

cence because he durst not disobey the King and the favourite, who, for their

own selfish objects, pressed him to plead guilty.

Now, in the first place, there is not the smallest reason to believe that, if

James and Buckingham had thought that Bacon had a good defence, they

would have jnevented him from making it. What conceivable motive had
they for doing so? Mr Montagu ])erpetually repeats that it was their interest

to sacrifice Bacon. But he overlooks an obvious distinction. It was their

interest to sacrifice Bacon on the supjjosition of his guilt, but not on the

sup])osition of his innocence. James was very properly unwilling to run the

risk of protecting his Chancellor against the Parliament. But if the Chancellor

had been able, by force of argument, to obtain an acquittal from the Parlia-

ment, we have no doubt that both the King and Villiers would have heartily

rejoiced. They would have rejoiced, not merely on account of their friend-

shi]) for Bacon, which seems, however, to have been as sincere as most
friendships of that sort, but on selfish grounds. Nothing could have strength-

ened the govenimenl more than such a victory. The King and the favourite

abandoned the Chancellor because they were unable to avert his disgrace,

and unwilling to share it. Mr Montagu mistakes effect for cause. He thinks

that Bacon did not prove his mnocence because he was not supported by the
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Court. The truth eviilently is thai the Court did not venture to support
Bacon, because he could not prove his innocence.

Again, it seems stiaiiL;^- tiiat Mr Montaj^i should not perceive that, while
attempting to vindicate Bacon's reputation, he is really casting on it the
foulest of all aspersions. He imputes to his idol a degree of meanness and
depravity more loathsome than judicial corruption itself. A cornipt judge
may have many good qualities. But a man who, to please a powerful patron,
solemnly declares himself guilty of corniption when he knows himself to be
innocent, must be a monster of servility and impudence. Bacon was, to say
nothing of his highest claims to respect, a gentleman, a nobleman, a scholar,

a statesman, a man of the first consideration in society, a man far advanced
in years. Is it possible to believe that such a man would, to gratify any
human being, irreparably ruin his own character by his own act ? Imagine a
giey-headed judge, full of years and honours, owning with tears, with pai^elic
a.ssurances of his penitence and of his sincerity, that he has been guilty of
shameful mal-practices, repeatedly asseverating the trath of his confession,

subscribing it with his own hand, submitting to conviction, receiving a humi-
liating sentence and acknowledging its justice, and all this when he has it in

his power to show that his conduct has been irreproachable ! The thing is

incredible. But if we admit it to be tnie, what must we think of such a
man, if indeed he deserves the name of man, who thinks any thing that
kings and minions can bestow more precious than honour, or any thing that
they can inflict more teiTible than infamy.
Of this most disgraceful imputation we fully acquit Bacon. lie had no

defence ; ami Mr Montagu's affectionate attempt to make a defer^* for him
has altogether failed.

The grounds on which Mr Montagu rests the case are two ; the first, that
the taking of presents was usual, and, what he seems to consider as the same
thii\g, not discreditable ; the second, that these presents were not taken as
bribes.

Mr Montagu brings forward many facts in support of his first proposition.
He is not content with showing that many English judges formerly received
gifts from suitors, but collects similar instances from foreign nations and
ancient times. He goes back to the commonwealths of Greece, and attempts
to press into his service a line of Homer and a sentence of Plutarch, which,
we fear, will hardly serve his turn. The gold of which Homer speaks was
not intended to fee the judges, but was paid into court for the benefit of the
successful litigant ; and the gratuities which Pericles, as Plutarch .states,

distributed among the members of the Athenian tribunals, were legal wages
paid out of the public revenue. We can sup))ly Mr Montagu with passages
much more in point. Hesiod, who, like poor Aubrey, had a " killing

decree " made against him in the Chanceiy of Ascra, forgot deconim so far

that he ventured to designate the learned persons who presided in that court,
as /SoffiX^os Sojptxpdyovs. Plutarch and Diodorus have handed down to the
latest a:,'es the respectable name of Anytus, the son of Aiithemion, the first

defendant who, eluding all the .safeguards which the ingenuity of .Solon could
<lev!se, succeeded in corrupting a bench of Athenian judges. We are indeed
so far from gi'udging Mr Montagu the aid of Greece, that we will give him
Rome into the bargain. We acknowledge that the honourable senators who
i<d Verrcs received ])rcsents which were worth more than the fee-simple

' Vork House and Gorhambury together, and that the no less lionourable
' iiators and knight.-> who professed to l)elieve in the r///// of Clodius obtained
marks still more extraordinary of the esteem and gratitude of the defendant.
In short, we are ready to admit that, before Bacon's time, and in Bacon's
time, judges were in the habit of receiving gifts from suitors.

Hut is this n .lefence ? We think not. The robberies of Cacus and
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Barabbas are no apology for those of Turpin. The conduct of the two men
of Belial who swore away the life of Naboth has never been cited as an
excuse for the perjuries of Oates and Dangerfield. Mr Montagu has con-

ounded two things which it is necessary carefully to distinguish from each

other, if we wish to form a correct judgment of the characters of men of

other countries and other times. That an immoral action is, in a particular

society, generally considered as innocent, is a good plea for an individual

who, being one of that society, and having adopted the notions which pre-

vail among his neighbours, commits that action. But the circumstance that

a great many people are in the habit of committing immoral actions is no
plea at all. We should think it unjust to call St Louis a wicked man, be-

cause, in an age in which toleration was generally regarded as a sin, he per-

secuted heretics. We should think it unjust to call Cowper's friend, John
Newton, a hypocrite and a monster, because, at a time when the slave-trade

was commonly considered by the most respectable people as an innocent and
beneficial traffic, he went, largely provided with hymn-books and handcuffs,

on a Guinea voyage. But the circumstance that there are twenty thousand

thieves in London is no excuse for a fellow who is caught breaking into a

shop. No man is to be blamed for not making discoveries in morality, for

not finding out that something which every body else thinks to be good is

really bad. But, if a man does that which he and all around him know to

be bad, it is no excuse for him that many others have done the same. We
should- be ashamed of spending so much time in pointing out so clear a dis-

tinction, iMt that Mr Montagu seems altogether to overlook it.

Now, to apply these principles to the case before us ; let Mr Montagu
prove that, in Bacon's age, the practices for which Bacon was punished were
generally considered as innocent ; and we admit that he has made out his

point. But this we defy him to do. That these practices were common we
admit. But they were common just as all wickedness to which there is

strong temptation always was and always will be common. They were
common just as theft, cheating, perjury, adultery have always been common.
They were common, not because people did not know what was right, but

because people liked to do what was wrong. They were common, though
prohibited by law. They were common, though condemned by public

opinion. They were common, because in that age law and public opinion

united had not sufficient force to restrain the greediness of powerful and un-

principled magistrates. They were common, as eveiy crime will be common
when the gain to which it leads is great, and the chance of punishment
small. But, though common, they were universally allowed to be altogether

unjustifiable ; they were in the highest degree odious ; and, though many
were guilty of them, none had the audacity publicly to avow and defend them.

We could give a thousand proofs that the opinion then entertained con-

cerning these practices was such as we have described. But we will content

ourselves with calling a single witness, honest Hugh Latimer. His sermons,

preached more than seventy years before the inquiry into Bacon's conduct,

abound with the sharpest invectives against those very practices of which
Bacon was guilty, and which, as Mr Montagu seems to think, nobody ever

considered as blamable till Bacon was punished for them. We could easily

fill twenty pages with the homely, but just and forcible rhetoric of the brave

old bishop. We shall select a few passages as fair specimens, and no more
than fair specimens, of the rest.

'^ Omnes diligzitit mtinera. They all love

bribes. Bribery is a princely kind of thieving. They will be waged by the

rich, either to give sentence against the poor, or to put off" the poor man's
cause. This is the noble theft of princes and magistrates. They are bribe-

takers. Nowadays they call them gentle rewards. Let them leave their

colouring, and call them by their Christian name—bribes. " And again ;
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'* Cambyses was a great emperor, such another as our master is. He had
many lord deputies, lord presidents, and lieutenants under him. It is a
great while ago since I read the history. It chanced he had under him in

one of his dominions a briber, a gift-taker, a gratifier of rich men ; he fol-

lowed gifts as fast as he that followed the pudding, a handmaker in his office

to make his son a great man, as the old saying is : Happy is the cliil'l whose
father goeth to the devil. The cry of the poor widow cam,e to the emjjeror's

ear, and caused him to flay the judge quick, and laid his skin in the chair of
judgment, that all judges that should give judgment afterward should sit in

the same skin. Surely it was a goodly sign, a goodly monument, the sign

of the judge's skin. I pray God we may once see the skin in England."
" I am sure." says he in another sermon, " this is scaUi infertii, the right

way to hell, to be covetous, to take bribes, and pervert justice. If a judge
should ask me the way to hell, I would show him this way. First, let him
be a covetous man ; let his heart be poisoned with covetousness. Then let

him go a little further and take bribes ; and, lastly, pervert judgment. Lo,
here is the mother, and the daughter, and the daughter's daughter. Avarice
is the mother : she brings forth bribe-taking, aiid bribe-taking penerting of
judgment. There lacks a fourth thing to make up the mess, which, so help
me God, if I were a judge, should be hangjaii iutim,a. Tyburn tippet lo take
with him ; an it were the judge of the King's Bench, my Lord Chief Judge
of England, yea, an it were my Lord Chancellor himself, to Tyburn with
him." We will quote but one more passage. "He that took the silver

basin and ewer for a bribe, thinketh that it will never come out. But he may
now know that I know it, and I know it not alone ; there be more beside
me that know it. Oh, briber and briber)' ! He was never a good man that

will so take bribes. Nor can I believe that he that is a briber will be a good
justice. It will never be merr>- in England till we have the skins of such.
For what needeth bribing where men do their things uprightly?"
This was not the language of a great philosopher who had made new dis-

coveries in moral and political science. It was the plain talk of a plain man,
who sprang from the body of the people, who sympathised strongly with
their wants and their feelings, and who boldly uttered their opinions. It

was on account of the fearless way in which stout-hearted old Hugh exposed
the misdeeds of men in ermine tippets and gold collars, that the Londoners
cheered him, as he walked down the Strand to preach at Whitehall,
struggled for a touch of his gown, and bawled " Have at them, Father
Latimer." It is plain, from the passages which we have quoted, and from
fifty others which we might quote, that, long before Bacon was born, the
accepting of presents by a judge was known to be a wicked .and shameful
act, that the fine words under which it was the fashion to veil such corrupt
practices were even then seen through by the common people, that the dis-

tinction in which Mr Mont.agu insists between compliments and bribes was
even then laughed at a.s a mere colouring. There may be some .oratorical

exagjgeration in what Latimer s,iys about the Tyburn tippet and the sign of
the judge's skin ; but the fact that he ventured to use such expressions Is

amply sufficient to prove that the gift-taking judges, the receivers of silver

basins and ewers, were regarded as such pests of the commonwealth that a
venerable divine might, without any breach of Christian charity, publicly
l>ray to God for their detection and their condign punj.shment.
Mr Montagu tells us, most jusdy, that we ought not to transfer the opin-

'ns of our age to a former age. But he has him.self committed a greater
error than that against which he has cautioned his reariers.. Without any
evidence, nay, in the face of rhe strongest evidence, he ascribes to the people
"fa former age a set of opinions which no people ever held. But any hypo-
thesis is in his view more probable than that Bacon should have been a dis-
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honest man. We finnly believe that, if papers were to be discovered which
should irresistibly prove that Bacon was concerned in the poisoning of Sir

Thomas Overbury, Mr Montagu would tell us that, at the beginning of the

seventeenth century, it was not thought improper in a man to put arsenic

into the broth of his friends, and that we ought to blame, not Bacon, but the
age in which he lived.

But why should we have recourse to any other evidence, when the pro-

ceeding against Lord Bacon is itself the best evidence on the subject ? When
Mr Montagu tells us that we ought not to transfer the opinions of our age to

Bacon's age, he appears altogether to forget that it was by men of Bacon's
own age that Bacon was prosecuted, tried, convicted, and sentenced. Did
not they know what their own opinions were ? Did not they know whether
they thought the taking of gifts by a judge a crime or not ? Mr Montagu
complains bitterly that Bacon was induced to abstain from making a defence.

But, if Bacon's defence resembled that which is made for him in the volume
before us, it would have been unnecessary to trouble the Houses mth it. The
Lords and Commons did not want Bacon to tell them the thoughts of their

own hearts, to inform them that they did not consider such practices as those

in which they had detected him as at all culpable. Mr Montagu's proposi-

tion may indeed be fairly stated thus :— It was very hard that Bacon's con-

temporaries should think it wrong in him to do what they did not think it

wrong in him to do. Hard indeed ; and withal somewhat improbable. Will
any person say that the Commons who impeached Bacon for taking presents,

and the Lords who sentenced him to fine, imprisonment, and degradation for

taking presents, did not know that the taking of presents was a crime ? Or,

will any person say that Bacon did not know what the whole House of Com-
mons and the whole House of Lords knew? Nobody who is not prepared

to maintain one of these absurd propositions can deny that Bacon committed
what he knew to be a crime.

It cannot be pretended that the Houses were seeking occasion to ruin Bacon,
and that they therefore brought him to punishment on charges which they

themselves knew to be frivolous. In no quarter was there the faintest indi-

cation of a disposition to treat him harshly. Through the whole proceeding

there was no symptom of personal animosity or of factious violence in either

House. Indeed, we will venture to say that no State-Trial in our history is

more creditable to all who took part in it, either as prosecutors or judges.

The decency, the gravity, the public spirit, the justice moderated but not

unnerved by compassion, which appeared in every part of the transaction,

would do honour to the most respectable public men of our own times. The
accusers, while they discharged their duty to their constituents by bringing

the misdeeds of the Chancellor to light, spoke with admiration of his many
eminent qualities. The Lords, while condemning him, complimented him
on the ingenuousness of his confession, and spared him the humiliation of a

jnililic appearance at their bar. So strong was the contagion of good feeling

that even Sir Edward Coke, for the first time in his life, behaved like a gen-

tleman. No criminal ever had more temperate prosecutors than Bacon. No
criminal ever had more favourable judges. If he was convicted, it was be-

cause it was impossil>le to acquit him without offering the grossest outrage

to justice and common sense.

Mr Montagu's other argument, namely, that Bacon, though he took gifts,

did not take bribes, seems to us as futile as that which we have considered.

Indeed, we might be content to leave it to be answered by the plainest man
among our readers. Demosthenes noticed it with contemiit more than two

thousand years ago. Latimer, we have seen, treated this sophistry with

similar disdain. " Leave colouring," said he, " and call these things by their

Christian name, bribes." Mr Montagu attempts, somewhat unfairly, we musf
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^ny, to represent the presents whicli Racnn received as similar tn the porqui-
-itcs which siiit..r-> paiil to the memlicrs of tlie Parliaments of France. The
l-rench mai^istratc had a ie<^al rij^ht to his fee ; and llic amount of the fee
was rei^nlatcd bv law. Whether this be a good mode of rcmuncratiny judges
ii not the question. But what analogy is there between payments of this

sort and the presents which Bacon received, presents which were not sanc-
tioned by the law, which were not made under the public eye, and of which
the amount was regulated only V)y private bargain between the magistrate
and the suitor ?

Again, it is mere trifling to say that Bacon could not have meant to act
corruptly, because he employed the agency of men of rank, of bishops, privy
councillors, and members of parliament ; as if the whole historj- of that gener-
ation was not full of the low actions of high people ; as if it was not noto-
rious that men, as exalted in rank as any of the decors that Bacon employed,
liad pimped for .Somerset, and poisoned (Jverbury.

But, says Mr Montagu, these presents " were made openly and with the
.;;reatest publicity." This would indeed 1^ a strong argument in favour of
Bacon. But we deny the fact. In one, and one only, of the cases in which
Bacon was accused of corruptly receiWng gifts, does he appear to have re-

ceived a gift publicly. This was in a matter depending between the Com-
pany of Apothecaries and the Company of Grocers. Bacon, in his Confes-
sion, insisted strongly on the circumstance that he had on this occasion taken
u present publicly, as a proof that he had not taken it corruptly. Is it not
clear that, if he had taken the presents mentioned in the other charges in the
-ame public manner, he would have dwelt on this point in his answer to those
charges? The fact that he insists so strongly on the publicity of one parti-
cular j)resent is of itself sufficient to prove that the other presents were not
pu!>Iicly taken. Why he took this present publicly and the rest secretly, is

evident. He on that occasion acted openly, because he was acting honestly.
I le wxs not on that occasion sitting judicially. He w as called in to effect an
amicable arrangement between two parties. Both were satisfied with his
decision. Both joined in making him a present in return for his trouVUe.
Whether it was quite delicate in a man of his rank to accept a present under
-uch circumstances, may be questioned. But there is no ground in this ca.se

for accusing him of corruption.

Unhappily, the very circumstances which prove him to have been innocent
m this case prove him to have been guilty on the other charges. Once, and
once only, he alleges that he received a present publicly. The natural infer-

ence is that in all the other cases mentioned in the articles against him he
received presents secretly. When we examine the single case in which he
alleges that he received a present publicly, we find that it is also the single
case in which there was no gross impropriety in his receiving a present. Is
it then possible to doubt that his reason for not receiving other presents in as
public a manner was that he knew that it was wrong to receive them ?

One argnment still remains, plausible in appeai ance, but admitting of easy
and complete refutation. TTie two chief complainants, Aubrey and Egerton,
had both made presents to the Chancellor. But he had decided against
them both. Therefore, he had not received those presents as bribes. " The
complaints of his accusers were," says Mr Montagu, "not that the gratui-
ties had, hut that they had not influenced Bacon', judgment, as he had de-
cided against them."
The truth is, that it is precisely in this way that an extensive system of

corruption is generally detected. A jHjrson who, by a brilie, has procured
a decree in his favour, is by no means likely to come forward of his own
accord as an accuser. He is content. He has his quid pro quo. He is not
jnpelled either liy interested or by vindictive motives to bring the transaction
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before the public. On the contrary, lie has almost as strong motives for

holding his tongue as the judge himself can have. But when a judge prac-

tises corniption, as we fear that Bacon practised it, on a large scale, and has
many agents looking out in different quarters for prey, it will sometimes
happen that he will be bribed on both sides. It will sometimes happen that

he will receive money from suitors who are so obviously in the wrong that he
cannot with decency do any thing to serve them. Thus he will now and
then be forced to pronounce against a person from whom he has received a
present ; and he makes that person a deadly enemy. The hundreds who
have got what they paid for remain quiet. It is the two or three who have
paid, and have nothing to show for their money, M-ho are noisy.

The memorable example of the Goezmans is an example of this. Beau-
marchais had an important suit depending before the Parliament of Paris.

M. Goezman was the judge on whom chiefly the decision depended. It was
hinted to Beaumarchais that Madame Goezman might be propitiated by a

present. He accordingly offered a purse of gold to the lady, who received

it graciously. There can be no doubt that, if the decision of the court had
been favourable to him, these things would never have been known to the

world. But he lost his cause. Almost the whole sum which he had ex-

pended in bribery was immediately refunded ; and those who had disap-

pointed him probably thought that he would not, for the mere gratification

of his malevolence, make public a transaction which was discreditable to

himself, as well as to them. They knew little of him. He soon taught

them to curse the day in which they had dared to trifle with a man of so

revengeful and turbulent a spirit, of such dauntless effrontery, and of such

eminent talents for controversy and satire. He compelled the Parliament

to put a degrading stigma on M. Goezman. He drove Madame Goezman
to a convent. Till it was too late to pause, his excited passions did not

suffer him to remember that he could effect their ruin only by disclosures

rainous to himself. We could give other instances. But it is needless. No
person well acquainted with human nature can fail to perceive that, if the

doctrine for which Mr Montagu contends were admitted, society would be

deprived of almost the only chance which it has of detecting the cornipt

practices of judges.

We return to our narrative. The sentence of Bacon had scarcely been

pronounced when it was mitigated. He was indeed sent to the Tower. But

this was merely a form. In two days he was set at liberty, and soon after

he retired to Gorhambury. His fine was speedily released by the Crown.
He was next suffered to present himself at Court ; and at length, in 1624,

the rest of his punishment was remitted. He was now at liberty to resume
his seat in the House of Lords, and he was actually summoned to the next

Parliament. But age, infirmity, and jierhaps shame, prevented him from

attending. The Government allowed him a pension of twelve hundred
pounds a year ; and his whole annual income is estimated by Mr Montagu
at two thousand five hundred pounds, a sum which was probably above the

average income of a nobleman of that generation, and which was certainly

sufficient for comfort and even for splendour. Unhappily, Bacon was fond

of display, and unused to pay minute attention to domestic affairs. He was
not easily persuaded to give up any part of the magnificence to which he

liad been accustomed in the time of his power and prosperity. No pressure

of distress could induce him to part with the woods of Gorhambury. "I
will not," he said, "be stripped of my feathers." He travelled with so

splendid an equipage and so large a retinue that Prince Charles, who once

fell in with him on the road, exclaimed with surprise, " Well ; do what we
can, this man scorns to go out in snuff. " This carelessness and ostentation

reduced Bacon to frequent distress. He was under the necessity of parting
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with York Houic, and of takinj; up his residcnci-, during his visits to Lon-

don, at his old chambers in Gray's Inn. He had other vexations, the exact

nature of which is unknown. It is evident from his will that some part of

his wife's conduct had greatly disturbed and irritated him.

But, whatever might be his pecuniary difficulties or his conjugal discom-

forts, the powers of his intellect still remained undiminished. Those noble

studies for which he had found leisure in the midst of professional drudgery

and of courtly intrigues gave to this last sad stage of his life a dignity beyond
what power or titles could bestow. Impeached, convicted, sentenced, driven

with ignominy from the presence of his Sovereign, shut out from the delibera-

tions of his fellow nobles, loaded with debt, branded with dishonour, sinking

under the weight of years, sorrows, and iliseases. Bacon was Bacon still.

"My conceit of his person," says Ben Jonson very finely, " was never in-

creased towards him by his place or honours ; but I have and do reverence

him for the greatness that was only proper to himself ; in that he seemed to

me ever, by his work, one of the greatest men and most worthy of admira- /
tion, that had been in many ages. In his adversity I ever prayed that God ^
would give him strength ; for greatness he could not want.'

The services which Bacon rendered to letters during the last five years of

'i life, amidst ten thousand distractions and vexations, increase the regret

.V ilh which we think on the many years which he had wasted, to use the

words of Sir Thomas Bodley, "on such study as was not worthy of such a

student." He commenced a Digest of the Laws of England, a History of

England under the Princes of the House of Tudor, a body of Natural His-

tory, a Philosophical Romance. He made extensive and valuable additions

to his Essays. He published the inestimable Treatise De Aug7nmtis Scim-
tiarum. The very trifles with which he amused himself in hours of pain

and languor bore the mark of his mind. The best collection of jests in the

world is that which he dictated from memory, without referring to any book,

on a day on which illness had rendered him incapable of serious study.

Thegreatapostleof experimental philosophy was destined to be its martyr.

It had occurred to him that snow might be used with advantage for the pur-

pose of preventing animal substances Irom putrefying. ( )n a very cold day,

early in the spring of the year 1626, he alighted from his coach near High-
gate, in order to try the experiment. He went into a cottage, bought a

fowl, and witli his own hands stuffed it with snow. While thus engaged he
felt a sudden chill, and was soon so much indisposed tl.at it was impossible

for him to return to Gray's Inn. l"he Earl of Arundel, with whom he was
well acquainted, had a house at Highgate. To that house Bacon was car-

ried. The Earl was absent ; but the ser>ants who were in charge of the

place showed great respect and attention to the illustrious guest. Here,

after an illness of about a week, he expired early on the morning of Easter-

day, 1626. HU mind appears to have retained its strength and liveliness to

the end. He did not forget the fowl which had caused his death. In the

last letter that he ever wrote, with fingers which, as he said, could not

steadily hold a pen, he did not omit to mention that the experiment of the

snow had succeeded "excellently well." ^

Our opinion of the moral character of this great man has already been '

sufficiently explained. Had his life been passed in literary retirement, he
would, in all probability, have deserved to be considered, not only as a great

"^

philosopher, but as a worthy and good-natured member of society. But
'

neither his principles nor his spirit were such as could be trusted, when strong
\

temptations were to be resisted, and serious dangers to be braved. 1

In his will he expressed with singular brevity, energy, dignity, and pathos, I

a mournful consciousness that his actions had not been such as to entitle him (

to the esteem of those under whose observation his life had been passed,
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and, at the same time, a proud confidence that his writings had secured for

him a high and permanent place among the benefactors of mankind. So at

least we understand those striking words which have been often quoted, but
which we must quote once more ;

" For my name and memory, I leave it

to men's charitable speeches, and to foreign nations, and to the next age."
His confidence was just. From the day of his death his fame has been

constantly and steadily progressive ; and we have no doubt that his name
will be named with reverence to the latest ages, and to the remotest ends
of the civilised world.

The chief peculiarity of Bacon's philosophy seems to us to have been this,

that it aimed at things altogether different from those which his predecessors

had proposed to themselves. This was his own opinion. " Finis scien-

tiarum," says he, " a nemineadhuc bene positus est."* And again, "Om-
nium gravissimus error in deviatione ab ultimo doctrinamm fine consistit."T
" Nee ipsa meta," says he elsewhere, " adhuc ulli, quod sciam, mortalium
posita est et defixa."t The more carefully his works are examined, the

more clearly, we think, it will a])pcar that this is the real clue to his whole
system, and that he used means different from those used by other philoso-

phers, because he wished to arrive at an end altogether different from theirs.

What then was the end which Bacon proposed to himself? It was, to

use his own emphatic expression, " fruit." It was the multiplying of human 1»

enjoyments and the mitigating of human sufferings. It was "the relief of

man's estate. "§ It was " commodis humanis inser\are."|| It was " effica-

citer operari ad sublevanda vitse htunante incommoda. " H It was " dotare

vitam humanam novis inventis et copiis."** It was "genus humanum
novis operibus et potestatibus continuo dotare. "++ This was the object of

all his speculations in every department of science, in natural philosophy,

in legislation, in politics, in morals.

Two words form the key of the Baconian doctrine, Utility and Progress.^

The ancient philosophy disdained to be useful, and was content to be sta-

tionary. It dealt largely ir\ theories of moral perfection, w'hich were so

sublime that they never could be more than theories ; in attempts to solve

insoluble enigmas ; in exhortations to the attainment of unattainable frames

of mind. It could not condescend to the humble office of ministering to the

comfort of human beings. All the schools contemned that office as degrad-

ing ; some censured it as immoral. Once indeed Posidonius, a distinguished

writer of the age of Cicero and Cfesar, so far forgot himself as to enumerate,

among the humbler blessings which mankind owed to philosophy, the dis-

covery of the principle of the arch, and the introduction of the use of metals.

This eulogy was considered as an affront, and was taken up with proper

spirit. Seneca vehemently disclaims these insulting compliments. JJ Philo-

sophy, according to him, has nothing to do with teaching men to rear arched

roofs over their heads. The true philosopher does not care whether he has

an arched roof or any roof Philosophy has nothing to do with teaching

men the uses of metals. She teaches us to be independent of all material

.substances, of all mechanical contrivances. The wise man lives according

to nature. Instead of attempting to add to the physical comforts of his

.species, he regrets that his lot was not cast in that golden age when the

human race had no protection against the cold but the skins of wild beasts,

no screen from the sun but a cavern. To impute to such a man any share

in the invention or improvement of a plough, a ship, or a mill, is an insult.

" In my own time," says .Seneca, " there have been inventions of this sort,

* Novum Organum, Lib. i. Aph. 8i. I Dc Aiigyneniis, Lib. i.

t Cogitata et zn'sa. § AiiTartcemeni ofLeatiiingy Book i.

II Dc Augmentis, Lib 7. C.ip. i. H lb.. Lib. 2. Cap. 2.

•• Novttm OrgamaK, Lib. i. Aph. 81. tt Cogitata et visa.

\ Seneca, Epist. 90.



transparent windows, tubes for diffusing warmth equally through all parts

of a building, short-hand, which has been carrie<l to such a perfection that

a writer can keep pace with the most rapid sjieaker. Hut the inventing of

such things is dnidgery for the lowest slaves ; philosophy lies deeper. It

is not her office to teach men how to use their hands. The object of her
lessons is to form the soul. Xi'// i-sf, itiouatn, instrutuentonim ad iistis luriS'

sarios opifcx." If the twit were left out, this last sentence would be no bad
description of the Baconian jihilosophy, and would, indeed, very much re-

semble several expressions in the Xmiim Orgauutii. " We .shall ne.xt be told,"

exclaims Seneca, " that the first shoemaker was a philosopher. " For our
own part, if we are forced to make our choice between the first shoemaker,
and the author of the three books On Anger, we pronounce for the shoe-

maker. It maybe worse to be angry than to be wet. But shoes have kept
millions from being wet ; and we doubt whether Seneca ever kept anybody
from being angry.

It is very reluctantly that Seneca can be brought to confess that any philo-

sopher had ever paid the smallest attention to any thing that could possibly

promote what vulgar people would consider as the well-being of mankind.
He laljours to clear Democritus from the disgraceful imputation of having
made the first arch, and Anacharsis from the charge of having contrived the

j^otter's wheel. He is forced to own that .such a thing might happen ; and
it may also happen, he tells us, that a philosopher may be swift of foot.

But it is not in his character of philosopher that he either wins a race ot

invents a machine. No, to be sure. The business of a jihilosopher was to

declaim in praise of poverty with two millions sterling out at u.sury, to medi-
tate epigrammatic conceits about the evils of luxury, in gardens which moved
the envy of sovereigns, to rant about liberty, while fawning on the insolent

and pampered freedmen of a tyrant, to celebrate the divine beauty of virtue

with the same pen which had just before written a defence of the murder
of a mother by a son.

From the cant of this philosophy, a philosophy meanly proud of its owti
unprofitableness, it is delightful to turn to the lessons of the great English
teacher. We can almost forgive all the faults of Bacon's life when we read
that singularly graceful and dignified pa.ssage :

" Ego certe, ut de me ipso,

quod res est, loquar, et in iis qua; nunc edo, et in iis quas in posterum medi-
tor, dignitatem ingenii et nominis mei, si qua sit, sa?pius sciens et volens

projicio, dum commodis humanis inserviam
; quique architectus fortasse in

philosophia et scientiis esse debeam, etiam operarius, et bajulus, et quidvis

demum fio, cum baud pauca quae omnino fieri necesse sit, alii autem ob
innatam superbiam subterfugiant, ipse sustineam et exsequar."* This
philanihropia, which, as he said in one of the most remarkable of his early

letters, " was so fixed in his mind, as it could not be removed," this majes-

tic humility, this persuasion that nothing can be too insignificant for the

attention of the wisest, which is not too insignificant to give pleasure or

pain to the meanest, is the great characteristic distinction, the essential

.spirit of the Baconian philosophy. We trace it in all that Bacon has
written on Physics, on Laws, on Morals. And we conceive that from this

peculiarity all the other peculiarities of his system directly and almost
necessarily sprang.

Tlie spirit which appears in the passage of Seneca to which we have re-

ferred tainted the whole body of -the ancient philosophy from the time of

Socrates downwards, and took possession of intellects with which that of
Seneca cannot for a moment be compared. It per^•ades the dialogues of

Plato. It may be distinctly traced in many parts of the works of Aristotle.

Bacon has dropped hints from which it may be inferred that, in his opinion,

• D* Augmentit, Lib. 7. Cap. i.
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the prevalence of this feeling was in a great latieasure to be attributed to the

influence of Socrates. Our great countryman evidently did not consider the

revolution which Socrates effected in philosophy as a happy event, and
constantly maintained that the earlier Greek speculators, Demociitus in par-

ticular, were, on the whole, superior to their more celebrated successors.*

Assuredly if the tree which Socrates planted and Plato watered is to be
judged of by its flowers and leaves, it is the noblest of trees. But if we
lake the homely test of Bacon, if we judge of '.he tree by its fruits, our

opinion of it may perhaps be less favourable. When we sum up all the use-

ful trnths which we owe to that philosophy, to what do they amount ? We
find, indeed, abundant proofs that some of those who cultivated it were men
of the first order of intellect. We find among their writings incomparable

specimens both of dialectical and rhetorical art. We have no doubt that the

ancient controversies were of use, in so far as tliey served to exercise the/

faculties of the disputants ; for there is no contro\ersy so idle that it may not'

be of use in this way. But, when we look for something more, for some-
thing which adds to the comforts or alleviates the calamities of the human
race, we are forced to own ourselves disappointed. We are forced to say

with Bacon that this celebrated philosophy ended in nothing but disputation,

that it wa.s neither a vineyard nor an olive-ground, but an intricate wood of

briers and thistles, from which those who lost themselves in it brought back
many scratches and no food.t
We readily acknowledge that some of the teachers of this unfruitful wis-

tlom were among the greatest men that the world has ever seen. If we admit
the justice of Bacon's censure, we admit it with regret, similar to that which
Dante felt when he learned the fate of those illustrious heathens who were
doomed to the first circle of Hell.

" Gran duol mi prese al cuor quando lo 'ntesi,

Perocche gente di molto valore
Conobbi che 'n quel limbo eran sospesi."

But in truth the very admiration which we feel for the eminent philoso-

phers of antiquity forces us to adopt the opinion that their powers were
systematically misdirected. For how else could it be that such powers should

effect so little for mankind ? A pedestrian may show as much muscular
vigour on a treadmill as on the highway road. But on the road his vigour

will assuredly carry him forward ; and on the treadmill he will not advance
an inch. The ancient philosophy was a treadmill, not a path. It was made
up of revolving questions, of controversies which were always beginning

again. It was a contrivance for having much exertion and no progress.

We must acknowledge that more than once, while contemplating the doc-

trines of the Academy and the Portico, even as they apjiear in the trans-

parent splendour of Cicero's incomparable diction, we have been tempted to

mutter with the surly centurion in Persius, "Curquis non prandeat, hoc
est?" What is the highest good, whether pain be an evil, whether all things

be fated, whether we can be certain of any thing, whether we can be certain

that we are certain of nothing, whether a wise man can be unhappy, whether
all departures from right be equally reprehensible, these, and other questions

of the same sort, occupied the brains, the tongues, and the pens of the ablest

men in the civilised world during several centuries. This sort of philosophy,

it is evident, could not be progre.ssive. It might indeed sharpen and invig-

orate the minds of those who devoted themselves to it ; and so might the

disputes of the orthodox Lilliputians and the heretical Blefuscudians about

the big ends and the little ends of eggs. But such disputes could add nothing

* Novum Organum, Lib. i. Aph. 71. 79. De Augmentis, Lib. 3. Cap. 4. De prin-

cipiis atque originibus Cogitata et visa. Redargutio philosophiarum.

t Novum Organiun, Lib. i. Aph. 73.



;o the stock of knowledge. The human mind accordingly, instead Oi march-

ing, merely markc<i time. Il took as much trouble as would have suhiccd

to earn.- it forward ; and yet remained on the same spot. There was n<j ac-

cumulation of truth, no heritage of tnith acquireii by the labour of one gener-

ation and bequeathed to another, to be again tran.sniittcd with large additions

to a third. Where this philosophy was in the time of Cicero, there it con-

tinued to be in the time of Seneca, and there it continued to be in the time

of Kavorinus. The same sects were still battling, with tlie same unsatisfac-

tory arguments, about the same interminable (jucbtions. There had l)ecn no
want of ingenuity, of zeal, of industry. Every trace of intellectual cultiva-

tion was there, except a harvest. There had been plenty of ploughing, har-

rowing, reaping, tlureshing. But the garners contained only smut and stubble.

The ancient philosophers did not neglect natural science ; but they did

not cultivate it for the purpose of increasing the power and ameliorating the

condition of man. The taint of barrenness had spread from ethical to phy-

>ical speculations. Seneca wrote largely on natural philosophy, and magiiihed

the importance of that study. But why ? >Jot because it tended to assuage

suffering, to multiply the conveniences of life, to e.\tend the empire of man
over the material world ; but solely because it tended to raise the mind above
low cares, to separate it from the body, to exercise its subtilty in the solu-

tion of very obscure questions.* Thus natural philosophy was considered in

the light merely of a mental exercise. It was made subsidiary to the art of

liisputation ; and it consequently proved altogether barren of useful discoveries.

There .was one sect which, however absurd and pernicious some of its doc-

trines may have been, ought, it should seem, to have merited an exception

from the general censure which Bacon has pronounced on the ancient schools

of wisdom. The Epicurean, who referred all happiness to bodUy pleasure,

and all evil to bodily pain, might hive been expected to exert himself for

the purpose of bettering his own physical condition and that of his neigh-

bours. But the thought .seems never lo have occurred to any member oi that

-chool. Indeed their notion, as reported by their great poet, was, that no
more improvements were lo be expected in the arts which conduce to the

comfort of life.

" Ad victum quae flagitat usus
Omnia jam ferme morialibus esse parata."

This contented despondency, this disposition to admire what has been
done, and to expect that nothing more will be done, is strongly characteristic

of all the schools which preceded the school of Fruit and Progress. Widely
as the Epicurean and the Stoic differed on most points, they seem to have
quite agreed in their contempt for pursuits so Niilgar as to be useful. The
philosophy of both was a garnilous, declaiming, canting, wrangling philo-

sophy. Century after century they continued to repeat their hostile war-

cries, Virtue and Pleasure ; and in the end it appeared that the Epicurean
had added as little to the quantity of pleasure as the Stoic to the quantity

of virtue. It is on the pedestal of Bacon, not on that of Epicurus, that

those noble lines ought to be inscribed :

" O tenebris tantis t.\m ciarum extollere lumen
Qui primus potiiiiti, illustrans commoda vita:."

In the fifth century Christianity had conquered Paganism, and Pagani.sm
had infected Christianity. The Church was now victorious and coimpt.
The rites of the Pantheon had passed into her worship, the subtihies of the
Academy into her creed. In an evil day, though with great pomp and
solemnity,— we quote the language of Bacon,—was the ill-starred alliance

stricken between the old philosojihy and the new faith.+ Questions widely
different from those which had employed the ingenuity of Pyrrho and Car-

Seneca, Nat. Qtuest. praf. Lib. 3. t Cogitata et visa.



nendes, but just as subtle, just as interminable, and just as unprofitable,

exercised the miuds of the lively and voluble Greeks. When learning began
to revive in the West, similar trifles occupied the sharp and vigorous intel-

lects of the Schoolmen. There was another sowing of the wind, and another
reaping of the whirlwind. The great work of improving the condition of

the human race was still considered as unworthy of a man of learning.

Those who imdertook that task, if what they effected could be readily com-
prehended, were despised as mechanics ; if not, they were in danger of
being burned as conjurors.

There cannot be a stronger proof of the degree in which the human mind
had been misdirected than the history of the two greatest events which took
place during the middle ages. W^e speak of the invention of Gunpowder
and of the invention of Printing. The dates of both are unknown. The
authors of botli are unknown. Nor was this because men were too rude
and ignorant to value intellectual superiority. The inventor of gunpowder
appears to have been contemporary with Petrarch and Boccaccio. The in-

ventor of printing was certainly contemporary with Nicholas the Fifth, with

Cosmo de' Medici, and with a crowd of distingiiished scholars. But the

human mind still retained that fatal bent which it had received two thousand
years earlier. George of Trebisond and Marsilio Ficino would not easily

have been brought to believe that the inventor of the printing-press had
done more for mankind than themselves, or than those ancient writers of

whom they were the enthusiastic votaries.

At length the time arrived when the barren philosophy which had, during

so many ages, employed the faculties of the ablest of men, was destined to

fall. It had worn many shapes. It had mingled itself with many creeds.

It had survived revolutions in which empires, religions, languages, races,

had perished. Driven from its ancient haunts, it had taken sanctuary in

that Church which it had persecuted, and had, like the daring fiends of the

poet, placed its seat
" Next the seat of God,

And with its darkness dared affront his light."

Words, and more words, and nothing but words, had been all the fruit of

all the toil of all the most renowned sages of sixty generations. But the days
of this sterile exuberance were numbered.
Many causes predisposed the public mind to a change. The study of a

great variety of ancient writers, though it did not give a right direction to

piiilosophical research, did much towards destroying that blind reverence

for authority which had prevailed when Aristotle ruled alone. The rise of

the Florentine sect of Platonists, a sect to which belonged some Of the finest

minds of the fifteenth century, was not an unimportant event. The mere
.substitution of the Academic for the Peripateti.c philosophy would indeed
have done little good. But any thing was better than the old habit of un-

reasoning servility. It was something to have a choice of tyrants. " A
spark of freedom," as Gibbon has justly remarked, " was produced by this

collision of adverse servitude.
"

'

Other causes might be mentioned. But it is chiefly to the great reforma-
tion of religion that we owe the great refonnation of philosophy. The
alliance between the Schools and the Vatican had for ages been so close

that those who threw off the dominion of the Vatican could not continue to

recognise the authority of the Schools. Most of the chiefs of the schism

treated the Peripatetic philosophy with contempt, and spoke of Aristotle as

if Aristotle had been answerable for all the dogmas of Thomas Aquinas.
" Nullo apud Lutheranos philosophiam esse in pretio," was a reproach which
the defenders of the Church of Rome loudly repeated, and which many of

the Protestant leaders considered as a comnliment. Scarcely any text was



more frequently cited by the refonners than that in which St Paul cautions

the Colossians not to let any man spoil them by philosfiphy. I.uther, almost
at the outset of his cnreer. went so (ar as to declare thai no man could be at

once a proficient in the school of Aristotle and in that of C hrist. Zwiiij^le,

Hucer, I'eter Martyr, Calvin, held similar language. In some of the Scotch
universities, the Aristotelian system was discarded for that of Ramus. Thus,
before the birth of Bacon, the empire of the scholastic philosophy had been
shaken to its foundations. There was in the intellectual world an anarchy
resembling that which in the political world often follows the overthrow of

an old and deeply rooted government. Antiquity, prescription, the sound
of great names, had ceased to awe mankind. The dynasty which had
reigned for ages was at an end ; and the vacant throne was left to be straggled

for by pretenders.

The first effect of this great revolution was, as Bacon most justly observetl,*

I, to give for a time an undue importance to the mere graces of style. The
new breed of scholars, the Aschams and Buchanans, nourished with the

finest compositions of the Augustan age, regarded with loathing the dry,

crabbed, and barbarous diction of resjiondents and opponents. They were
far less studious about the matter of their writing than about the manner.
They succeeded in reforming Latinity ; but they never even aspired to effect

a reform in philosophy, l-^

At this time Bacon appeared. It is altogether incorrect to say, as has

often been said, that he was the tirst man who rose up against the Aristo -

telian philosophy when in the height of its power. The authority of that

philosophy had, as we have shown, received a fatal blow long before he was
l)orn. Several speculators, among whom Ramus is the best known, had
recently attempted to form new sects. Bacon's own expressions alx)ut the

state of public opinion in the time of Luther are clear and strong :
" Acce-

debat," says he, "odium et contemplus, illis ipsis temporibus ortus erga

Scholasticos." And again, " Scholasticorum doctrina despectui prorsus

haberi ccepit tanquam aspera et barbara. " t The part which Bacon played

in this great change was the part, not of Robespierre, but of Bonaparte.

The ancient order of things had been subverted. Some bigots still cherished

uith devoted loyalty the remembrance of the fallen monarchy and exerted

themselves to effect a restoration. But the majority had no such feeling.

Freed, yet not knowing how to use their freedom, they pursued no deter-

minate course, and had found no leader capable of conducting them.

That leader at length arose. The philosophy which he taught was essen- \

tially ne\v. It differed from that of the celebrated ancient teachers, not

merely in method, but also in object. Its object was the good of mankind,
in the sense in which the mass of mankind always have understood and always^
will understand the word good. " Meditor," said Bacon, " instaurationem

philosophise ejusmodi qua; nihil inanis aut abstracti haljeat, quxque vitce

humanjE conditiones in melius provehat." +
The difference between the philosophy of Bacon and that of his prede-

cessors cannot, we think, be l)etler illustrated than by comparing his views

on some important subjects with those of Plato. We select Plato, because
we conceive that he did more than any other person towards giving to the

minds of speculative men that bent which they retained till tliey received

from Bacon a new impulse in a diametrically opposite direction.

It is curious to obser\'e how differently these great men estimated the value

of every kind of knowledge. Take Arithmetic for example. Plato, after

speaking slightly of the convenience of being able to reckon and compute in

* r>e Augmrntis, Lib. i.

t Both these passages .ire in ilic fir^i Jjook of the De AugntfntU.
\ Rtiiargutio Philosifphuirum.
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the orrlinary transactions of life, passes to what he considers as a far more
important advantage. The study of the pro])erties of numliers, he tells us,

habituates the mind to the contemjilation of pure truth, and raises us above

the material universe. He would have his disciples apply themselves to this

study, not that they may be able to buy or sell, not that they may qualify

themselves to be shopkeepers or travelling meixhants, but that they may
learn to withdraw their minds from the ever-shifting spectacle of this visible

and tangible world, and to fix them on the immutable essences of things.*

Bacon, on the other hand, valued this branch of knowledge, only on
account of its uses with reference to that visible and tangible world which
Plato so much despised. He speaks with scorn of the mystical arithmetic

of the later Platonists, and laments the propensity of mankind to employ, on
mere matters of curiosity, powers the whole exertion of which is required for

purposes of solid advantage. He advises arithmeticians to leave these trifles,

and to employ themselves in framing convenient expressions, which may be
of use in physical researches, t
The same reasons which led Plato to recommend the study of arithmetic

led him to recommend also the study of mathematics. The vulgar crowd of

geometricians, he says, will not understand him. They have practice always

in view. They do not know that the real use of the science is to lead men
to the knowledge of abstract, essential, eternal truth.:|: Indeed, if we are to

believe Plutarch, Plato carried this feeling so far that he considered geometry
as degraded by being applied to any purpose of vulgar utility. Archytas, it

seems, had framed machines of extraordinary power on mathematical prin-

ciples. § • Plato remonstrated with his friend, and declared that this was to

degrade a noble intellectual exercise into a low craft, fit only for carpenters

and wheelwrights. The office of geometry, he said, was to discipline the^,

mind, not to minister to the base wants of the body. His interference was
successful ; and from that time, according to Plutarch, the science of

mechanics was considered as unworthy of the attention of a philosopher.

Arcliiniedes in a later age imitated and surpassed Archytas. But even

Archimedes was not free from the prevailing notion that geometry was de-

graded by being employed to produce any thing useful. It was with difficulty

that he was induced to stoop from speculation to practice. He was half

ashamed of those inventions which were the wonder of hostile nations, and
always spoke of them slightingly as mere amusements, as trifles in which a

mathematician might be suffered to relax his mind after intense application

to the higher parts of his science.

The opinion of Bacon on this subject was diametrically opposed to that of

the ancient philosophers. He valued geometry chiefly, if not solely, on
accoimt of those uses, which to Plato appeared so base. And it is remark-
able that the longer Bacon lived the stronger this feeling became. When in

1605 he wrote the two books on the Advancement of Learning, he dwelt on
the advantages which mankind derived from mixed mathematics ; but he at

the same time admitted that the beneficial effect produced by mathematical
study on the intellect, though a collateral advantage, was "no less worthy
than that which was principal and intended." But it is evident that his

views underwent a change. When, near twenty years later, he published

the De Aiignwnlis, which is the Treatise on the Advancement of I.earning,

greatly expanded and carefully corrected, he made important alterations in

the part which related to mathematics. He condemned with severity the

high ])retensions of the mathematicians, " delicias et fastum mathemati-

corum." Assuming the well-being of the human race to be the end of know-

• Plato's Republic, Book 7. t De Aitgmentis, Lib. 3. Cap. 6.

t Plato's Republic, Book 7.

§ Plutarch, Sympos. viii. and Li_fe of Marcellus, The machines of Archytas are also

TiTitioned by Aulns Gellius and Diogenes Laertius.



ledj^e,* he pronounced iliat matliemmical science could claim no higher rank

than that of an appendage or an auxiliary to other sciences. Mathematical

science, he says, is the handmaid of natural philosophy ; she ought to demean
herself as such ; and he declares that he cannot conceive by wliat ill cliance

It has happened that slie presumes to claim precedence over her mistress.

lie predicts—a prediction which would have made Plato shudder—that as

more and more discoveries are made in physics, there will be more and more
branches of mi.xed mathematics. Of that collateral advantage the value of

which, twenty years before, he rated so highly, he says not one word. This
omission cannot have been the effect of mere inadvertence. His own treatise

was before him. From that treatise he deliberately expunged whatever was
favourable to the study of pure mathematics, and inserted several keen reflec-

tions on the ardent votaries of that .study. This fact, in our ^pinion, admits

of only one explanation. Bacon's love of those pursuits which directly tend

to improve the condition of mankind, and his jealousy of all pursuits merely \,

curious, had grown upon him, and had, it may be, become immoderate.
lie was afraid of using any e.xpression which might have the effect of in-

ducing any man of talents to employ in speculations, useful only to the mind
of the speculator, a single hour which might be employed in extending the

empire of man over matter.f If Bacon erred here, we must acknowledge
that we greatly prefer his error to the opposite error of Plato. We have no
patience with a philosophy which, like those Roman matrons who swallowed
abortives in order to preserve their shapes, takes pains to be barren for fear

of being homely.
Let us pass to astronomy. This was one of the sciences which Plato ex-

horted his disciples to learn, but for reasons far removed from common habits

of thinking. " Shall we set down astronomy," says Socrates, " among the

subjects of study ?":J:
" I think so," answers his young friend Glaucon :

" to know something about the seasons, the months, and the years is of use

for military purposes, as well as for agriculture and navigation." " It amuses
me," says Socrates, " to see how afraid you are, lest the common herd of

people should accuse you of recommending u.seless studies." He then pro-

ceeds, in that pure and magnificent diction which, as Cicero said, Jupiter

would use if Jupiter spoke Greek, to explain, that the use of astronomy is

not to add to the vulgar comforts of life, but to assist in raising the mind toV
the contemplation of things which are to be perceived by the pure intellect

alone. The knowledge of the actual motions of the heavenly bodies Socrates

considers as of little value. The appearances which make the sky beautiful

at night are, he tells us, like the figure> which a geometrician draws on the
sand, mere examples, mere helps to feeble minds, ^^e must get beyond
them ; we must neglect them ; we must attain to an a.stronomy which is as

independent of the actual stars as geometrical tnith is independent of the

lines of an ill-drawn diagram. This is, we imagine, ver)' uearly, if not
exactly, the astronomy which Bacon compared to the ox of Prometheus,§ u
sleek, well-shaped hide, stuffed with rul>bish, goodly to look at, but contain-

ing notliing to eat. He ccjmplained that astronomy had, to its great injury,

l)een separated from natural philosophy, of which it was one of the noblest

provinces, and axmexed to the domain of mathematics. The world stood in

need, he said, of a very different astronomy, of a living astronomy,|| of an
a-stronomy which should .set forth the nature, the motion, and the influences

of the heavenly bodies, as they really are.H

* Usui et commodis homioum consulimus.
t Compare the passage relating to mathematics in the Second Book of the Advance-

ment of Learning, wi'.h the De Aiig-mt-ntis, Lib. 3. Cap. 6
I Plato's Refiuhlic, Book 7. § De Augimntis. Lib. 3. Cap. 4. | Astronomia viva.
1 " Qua: substantiam et motiim et infliDciiiu coclestium, proui re vera sunt, proponat-"

Compare this language wiih I'latos, " to. ?i iv Tip orpavi^ (dcofiev."
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On the greatest and most useful of * human in\ entions, the invention of
alphabetical writing, Plato did not look with much complacency. He seems to

have thought that the use of letters had operated on the human mind as the
use of tlie go-cart in learning to walk, or of corks in learning to swim, is said

to operate on tlie human body. It was a support which, in his opinion, soon
became indispensable to those who used it, which made vigorous exertion first

unnecessary, and then impossible. The powers of the intellect would, he
conceived, have been more fully developed without this delusive aid. Men
would have been compelled to exercise the understanding and the memory,
and, by deep and assiduous meditation, to make truth thoroughly their own.
jNow, on the contrary, much knowledge is traced on paper, but little is

engraved in the soul. A man is certain that he can find information at a
moment's notice when he wants it. He therefore suffers it to fade from his

mind. Such a man cannot in strictness be said to know any thing. He has
the show without the reality of wi.sdom. These opinions Plato has put into

the mouth of an ancient king of Egypt.* But it is evident from the context

that they were his own ; and so they were understood to be by Quinctilian.+

Indeed they are in perfect accordance with the whole Platonic system.

Bacon's views, as may easily be supposed, were widely different. J The
Howers of the memory, he observes, without the help of writing, can do

ttle towards the advancement of any useful science. He acknowledges
that the memory may be disciplined to such a point as to be able to perform
very extraordinary feats. But on such feats he sets little value. The habits

of his mind, he tells us, are such that he is not disposed to rate highly any
accomplishment, however rare, which is of no practical use to mankind.
As to these prodigious achievements of the memory, he ranks them with

the exhibitions of rope-dancers and tumblers. "The two performances,"

he say.s, "are of much the same sort. The one is an abuse of the powers
of the body ; the other is an abuse of the powers of the mind. Both may
perhaps excite our wonder ; but neither is entitled to our respect."

To Plato, the science of medicine appeared to be of very disputable ad-

vantage. § He did not indeed object to quick cures for acute disorders, or

for injuries produced by accidents. But the art which re.sists the slow sap

of a chronic disease, which repairs frames enervated by lust, swollen by
gluttony, or inflamed by wine, which encourages sensuality by mitigating

the natural punishment of the sensualist, and prolongs existence when the

intellect has ceased to retain its entire energy, had no share of his esteem.

V A life protracted by medical skill he i)ronounced to be a long death. The
exercise of the art of medicine ought, he said, to be tolerated, so far as that

art may serve to cure the occasional distempers of men whose constitutions

are good. As to those who have bad constitutions, let them die ; and the

sooner the better. Such men are unfit for war, for magistracy, for the

management of their domestic affairs, for severe study and speculation. If

they engage in any vigorous mental exercise, they are troubled with giddi-

ness and fulness of the head, all which they lay to the account of philosophy.

The best thing that can happen to such wretches is to have done with life

at once. He ([uotes mythical authority in support of this doctrine : and
reminds his disciples that the practice of the sons of ./Esculapius, as described

by Homer, extended only to the cure of external injuries.

Far different was the philosophy of Bacon. Of all the sciences, that which
he seems to have regarded with the greatest interest was the science which,

in Plato's opinion, would not be tolerated in a well regidated community.
To make men perfect was no part of Bacon's plan. His humble aim was

V to make imperfect men comfortable. The beneficence of his philosophy

* Plato's Pluedrus. t Quinctilian, XI.

\ De Augmentis, Lib. j. Cap. s. § Plato's Republic. Book 3.



resembled the beneficence of the common Father, whose s.un rises on the

L-vil and the good, whose rain descends for the just and the unjust. In .

Plato's opinion man was made for philosophy : in Bacon's opinion philo- •'*

stjphy was made for man ; it was a means to an end ; and that end was to

increAe the pleasures and to mitigate the pains of millions who are not and
cannot l>e philosophers. That a valetudinarian who took great i)leasure in

being wheeled along his terrace, who relished his boiled chicken and his

weak wine and water, aiid who enjoyed a hearty laugh over the (Jucen of

Navarre's tales, .should be treated as a caput lupi)tum because he cuuld not

read the Timceus witht)ut a headache, was a notion which the humane spirit

of the English school of wisdom altogether rejected. Bacon would not have
thought it beneath the tlignity of a philosopher to contrive an improved
garden chair for such a valetudinarian, to devise some way of rendering his

meilicines more palatable, to invent repasts which he might enjoy, and pillows

on which he might sleep soundly ; and this though there might not be the

smallest hope that the mind of the poor invalid would ever rise to the con-

templation of the ideal beautiful and the ideal good. As Plato had cited

the religious legends of Greece to justify his contempt for the more recon-

dite parts of the art of healing. Bacon vindicated the dignity of that art by .

appealing to the example of Christ, and reminded men that the great Phy- 1/
sician of the soul did not disdain to be also the physician of the body.* '

When we pass from the science of medicine to that of legislation, we find

the same difference between the .systems of these two great men. I'lato, at

the commencement of the Dialogue on Laws, lays it down as a fundamental

^jrinciple that the end of legislation is to make men virtuous. It is unneces-

sary to point out the extravagant conclusions to which such a proposition

leads. Bacon well knew to how great an extent the happiness of every

society must depend on the virtue of its members ; and he also knew what
legislators can and what they cannot do for the purpose of promoting virtue.

The view which he has given of the end of legislation, and of the principal

means for the attainment of that end, has always seemed to us eminently

happy, even among the many happy passages of the .same kind with which
his works abound. "Finis et scopus quem leges intueri atque ad quem
jussiones et .sanctiones suas dirigere debent, non alius est quam ut cives

feliciter degant. Id fiet si pietate et religione recte instituti, moribus honesti,

armis adversus hostes extemos tuti, legum auxilio adversus seditiones et pri-

vatas injurias muniti, imperio et magistratibus obsequenles, copiis et opibus

locupletes et llorentes fuerint."+ The end is the well-being of the people.^
The means are the imparting of moral and religious education ; the provid-

ing of every thing necessary for defence against foreign enemies ; the main-

taining of internal order ; the establishing of a judicial, financial, and
commercial system, under which wealth may be rapidly accumulated and
seairely enjoyed.

Even with respect to the form in which laws ought to be drawn, there is

a remarkable difference of opinion between the Greek and the Englishman.
\y/?\^\c) thought a preamble essential ; Bacon thought it mischievous. Each

was consistent with himself. Plato, considering the moral improvement of

the people as the end of legislation, justly inferred that a law whi< h com-
manded and threatened, but which neither convinced the reason, nor touched

the heart, must be a most imperfect law. He was not content with deter-

ring from theft a man v ho still continued to be a thief at heart, with re-

straining a son who hate«l his mother from beating his mother The only

obedience on which he set much value was the olx-dience which an enlight-

ened understanding yields to rea.son, and which a virtuous disposition yields

to precepts of virtue. He really seems to have believed that, by prefixing

• De AngmtHtu, Lib. 4. Cap. a. t De AugmentU, Lib. 8. Cap. . Aph. 5.



to every law an eloquent and pathetic exhortation, he should, to a great

extent, render penal enactments superfluous. Bacon entertained no such
romantic hopes ; and he well knew the practical inconveniences of the

course which Plato recommended. " Neque nobis," says he, "prologi
lejjum qui inepti olim habiti sunt, et leges introducunt disputantfes non
jubentes, utique placerent, si priscos mores ferre possemus. . . . Quantum
fieri potest prologi evitentur, et lex incipiat a jussione."*

Each of the great men whom we have compared intended to illustrate his

system by a philosophical romance ; and each left his romance imperfect.

Had Plato lived to finish the Critias, a comparison between that noble fic-

tion and the New Atlantis would probably have furnished us with still more
striking instances than any which we have given. It is amusing to think with
what horror lie would have seen such an institution as Solomon's House ris-

ing in his republic : with what vehemence he would have ordered the brew-
houses, the perfume-houses, and the dispensatories to be pulled down ; and
with what inexorable rigour he would have driven beyond the frontier all the

Fellows of the College, Merchants of Light and Depredators, Lamps and
Pioneers.

l^ To sum up the whole, we sliould say that the aim of the Platonic philo-

sophy was to exalt man into a god. The aim of the Baconian philosophy was
K to provide man with what he requires while he continues to be man. The

aim of the Platonic philosophy was to raise us far above vulgar wants. The
aim of the Baconian philosophy was to supply our vulgar wants. The former
aim was noble ; but the latter was attainable. Plato drew a good bow ; but,

like Acestes in Virgil, he aimed at the stars ; and therefore, though there was
no want of strength or skill, the shot was thrown away. His arrow was in-

deed followed by a track of dazzling radiance, but it struck nothing.

" Volaris liquidis in nubibus arsit arundo,
Signavitque viam flammis, tenuesque recessit

Consumta in ventos."

i5acon fixed his eye on a mark which was placed on the earth, and within
bow-shot, and hit it in the white. The philosophy of Plato began in words
and ended in words, noble words indeed, words such as were to be expected
from the finest of human intellects exercising boundless dominion over the
finest of human languages.\»The philosophy of Bacon began in observations
and ended in arts.

The boast of the ancient philosophers was that their doctrine fonned the

minds of men to a high degree of wisdom and virtue. This was indeed the

only practical good which the most celebrated of those teachers even pre-

tended to effect ; and undoubtedly, if they had effected this, they would have
desei-ved far higher praise than if they had discovered the most salutary medi-
cines or constructed the most powerful machines. But the truth is that, in

those very matters in which alone they professed to do any good to mankind,
in those very matters for the sake of which they neglected all the vulgar in-

terests of mankind, they did nothing, or worse than nothing. They promised
what was impracticable ; they despised what was practicable ; they filled the

world with long words and long beards ; and they left it as wicked and as

ignorant as they found it.

An acre in Middlesex is better than a principality in Utopia. The smallest

actual good is better than the most magnificent promises of impossibilities.

The wise man of the Stoics would, no doubt, be a grander object than a

steam-engine. But tliere are steam-engines. And the wise man of the Stoics

is yet to be bom. A philosophy which should enable a man to feel perfectly

happy while in agonies of pain would be better than a philosophy which
assuages pain. But we know that there are remedies which will assuage pain

;

f * De Augtntntis, Lib. 8, Cap. 3. Aph. 69.



and we know that the ancient sages liked the toothache just as little as their

neighbours. A philosophy which shouKl extinguish cupidity would be Ijelter

than a philosophy whicli should devise laws for the security of property. Hut

It is possible to make laws which shall, to a very great extent, secure pro-

perty. And we do not understand how any motives which the .mcient

philosophy furnished could extinguish cupidity. NVe know indeed thai the

philosophers were no better than other men. From the testimony of friends

as well as of foes, from the confessions of Epictetus and Seneca, as well as

from the sneers of Lucian and the fierce invectives of Juvenal, it is plain that

these teachers of virtue had all the vices of their neighbours, with the addi-

tional vice of hypocrisy. Some people may think the oVjject of the Baconian
^philosophy a low object, but they cannot deny that, high or low, it has been

attained. They cannot deny that every year makes an addition to what Bacon
called " fruit." They cannot deny that mankind have made, and are mak-
ing, great and constant progress in the road which he pointed out to them.
Was there any such progressive movement among the ancient philosophers?

After they had been declaiming eight hundred years, had they made the world
better than when they began ? Uur belief is that, among the philosophers

themselves, instead of a progressive improvement there was a progressive de-

generacy. An abject superstition which Democritus or Anaxaguras would
have rejected with scorn added the lust disgrace to the long dotage of the

Stoic and Platonic schools. Those unsuccessful attempts to articulate which
are so delicjhtfu! and interesting in a child -shock and disgust in an aged jjara:

lytic ; and in the same way, tho-e wild and mythological fictions which charm
us, when we hear them lisped by Greek poetry in its infancy, excite a mixed
sensation of pity and loathing, when mumbled by Greek philosophy in its old
age. We know that guns, cutlery, spy -glasses, clocks, are better in our time
than they were in the time of our fathers, and were better in the time of our
fathers than they were in the time of our grandfathers. We might, therefore,

be inclined to think that, when a philosophy which boasted that its object was
the elevation and purification of the mind, and which for this object neglected
the sordid othce of ministering to the comforts of the body, had flourished in

the highest honour during many hundreds of years, a vast moral amelioration

must have taken place. Was it so ? Ix>ok at the schools of this wisdom four

centuries Inrfore the Christian era and four centuries after that era. Comjiare
the men whom those schools formed at those two periods. Compare Plato
and Libanius. Compare Pericles and Julian. This philosophy confessed,

nay boa-sted, that for every end but one it was useless. Had it attained
that one end ?

Suppose that Justinian, when he closed the schools of Athens, had called

on the Ixst few sages who still haunted the Portico, and lingered round the

ancient plane-trees, to show th.ir title to public veneration : suppose that he
had said ;

" A thousand years have elapsed since, in this famous city, Socrates
posed Protagoras and Hippias ; dunng those thousand years a large propor-
tion of the ablest men of every generation has been employed in constant efforts

to bring to perfection the philosophy which you teach ; that philosophy has
l)een munificently patronised by the powerful ; its professors have been held
in the highest esteem by the public; it has drawn to itself almost all the sap
and vigour of the human intellect : and vChat has it effected ? What profit-

able tiuth has it taught us which we should not er|ually have known without
it? What has it eiiabled us to do which we should not have Iten equally

able to do without it?" Such questions, we suspect, would have puz/led
Simplicius and Isidore. Ask a follower of Bacon what the new philosophy,
as it was called in the time of Charles the Second, has effected for mankind,
and his answer is ready ;

" It has lengthened life ; it has mitigated pain ; it

has extinguished diseases ; it has increa,sed the fertility of the soil ; it has V
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given new securities to the mariner ; it has furnished new amis to the war-
rior ; it has spanned great rivers and estuaries with bridges of fonn imknown
to our fathers ; it has guided the thunderbolt iiniocuousiy from heaven to earlh ;

it has Hghted up the night with the splendour of the day ; it has extended the
range of the human vision ; it has multiplied the power of the human muscles

;

it has accelerated motion ; it lias annihilated distance ; it has facilitated in-

tercourse, correspondence, all friendly offices, all despatch of business ; it

has enabled man to descend to the depths of the sea, to soar into the air, to

penetrate securely into the noxious recesses of the earth, to traverse the land
in cars which whirl along without horses, and the ocean in ships which run
ten knots an hour against the wind. These are but a part of its fruits, and
of its first fmits. For it is a philosophy which never rests, which has never
attained, which is never perfect. Its law is progress. A point which yestei--

day was invisible is its goal to-day, and will be its starting-post to-morrow."
Great and various as the powers of Bacon were, he owes his wide and

durable fame chiefly to this, that all those powers received their direction

Vfrom common sense. His love of the vulgar useful, his strong sympathy
with the popular notions of good and evil, and the openness with which he
avowed that sympathy, are the secret of his influence. There was in his

system, no cant, no illusion. He had no anointing for broken bones, no
fine theories de fiiiihus, no arguments to persuade men out of their senses.

He knew that men, and philosophers as well as other men, do actually love

life, health, comfort, honour, security, the society of friends, and do actually

dislike death, sickness, pain, poverty, disgrace, danger, separation from
those to whom they are attached. He knew that religion, though it often

regulates and moderates these feelings, seldom eradicates them ; nor did he
think it desirable for mankind that they should be eradicated. The plan of

eradicating them by conceits like those of Seneca, or syllogisms like those

of Chrysippus, was too preposterous to be for a moment entertained by a

mind like his. He did not understand what wisdom there could be in chang-
ing names where it was impossible to change things ; in denying that blind-

ness, hunger, the gout, the rack, were evils, and calling them a.irotrpori'yii.ivo. :

in refusing to acknowledge that health, safety, plenty, were good things, and
dubliing them by the name of ddi.d.<popa. In his opinions on all these sub-

jects, he was not a Stoic, nor an Epicurean, nor an Academic, but what
would have been called by Stoics, Epicureans, and Academics a mere iStwrrtf,

•>a mere common man. And it was precisely because he was so that his name
malvcs so great an era in the history of the world. It was because he dug
deep that he was able to pile high. It was because, in order to lay his foun-

dations, he went down into those parts of human nature which lie low, but
which are not liable to change, that the fabric which he reared has risen to

so stately an elevation, and stands with such immovable strength.

We have sometimes thought that an amusing fiction might be written, in

which a disciple of Epictetus and a disciple of Bacon should be introduced

as fellow-travellers. They come to a village where the small-pox has just

begun to rage, and find houses shut up, intercourse suspended, the sick aban-
doned, mothers weeping in terror over their children. The Stoic assures the

dismayed population that there is nothing bad in the small-pox, and that to

a wise man disease, deformity, death, the loss of friends are not evils. The
Baconian takes out a lancet and begins to vaccinate. They find a body of

miners in great dismay. An explosion of noisome vapours has just killed

many of those who were at work ; and the survivors are afraid to venture

into the cavern. The Stoic assures them that such an accident is nothing

but a mere ti.iroirpot)ytiivov. The Baconian, who has no such fine word at

liis command, contents himself with devising a safety-lamp. They find a

shipwrecked merchant wringing his hands on the shore. His vessel with an
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inestimable cargo has just gone do^vn, and he is reduced in a moment from
opulence to beggary. The Stoic exhorts him not to seek happiness in things

which lie without himself, and repeats the whole chapter of Epictetus ir/wi

row TTj* auropiav SfSotK^ras. The Baconian constructs a diving-bell, goes

down in it, and returns with the most precious effects from the wreck. It

would be easy to multiply illustrations of the difference between the philo- i

sophy of thorns and the philosophy of fruit, the philosophy of words and the V
philosophy of works.

Bacon has been accused of overrating the importance of those sciences ^
which minister to the physical well-being of man, and of underrating the

importance of moral philosophy ; and it cannot be denied that persons who
read the A'ozfitm Orgamtm and the De Au^untLs, without adverting to the

circumstances under which those works were written, will find much that

may seem to countenance the accusation. It is certain, however, that,

though in practice he often went very wrong, and though, as his historical

work and his essaj's prove, he did not hold, even in theory, very strict

opinions on points of political morality, he was far too wise a man not to li

know how much our well-being depends on the regulation of our minds.

The world for which he v,-ished was not, as some people seem to imagine,

a world of water-wheels, power-looms, steam-carriages, sensualists, and
knaves. He would have been as ready as Zeno himself to maintain that no
bodily comforts which could be deused by the skill and labour of a hundred
generations would give happiness to a man whose mind was under the tyranny

of licentious appetite, of envy, of hatred, or of fear. If he sometimes ap-

peared to ascribe importance too exclusively to the arts which increase the

outward comforts of our species, the reason is plain. Those arts had beeni*^

most unduly depreciated. They had been represented as unworthy of the

attention of a man of liberal education. " Cogitavit," says Bacon of him-
self, "earn esse opinionem sive astimationem humidam et damnosam, minui

nempe majestatem mentis humana;, si in experimentis et rebus particularibus,

sensui subjectis, et in materia terminatis, diu ac multum versetur : pnesertim

cum hujusmodi res ad inquirendum laboriosae, ad meditandum ignobiles, ad
discendum asperse, ad practicam illiberales, numero intinitae, et subtilitate

pusillne videri soleant, et ob hujusmodi conditiones, gloriae artium minus sint

accommodatse. " * This opinion seemed to him " omnia in familia humana
turbasse. " It had undoubtedly caused many arts which were of the greatest

utility, and which were susceptible of the greatest improvements, to be
neglected by speculators, and abandoned to j<jiners, masons, smiths, weavers,

apothecaries. It was necessary to assert the dignity of those art-s to bring!

them prominently forward, to proclaim that, as they have a most serious

effect on human happiness, they are not unworthy of the attention of the)

highest human intellects. Again, it was by illustrations drawn from these

ans that Bacon could most easily illustrate his principles. It was by im-
provements effected in these arts that the soundness of -his principles could

be most speedily and decisively brought to the test, and made manifest to

common imderstandings. He acted like a wise commander who thins every

other part of his line to strengthen a point where the enemy is attacking

Avith peculiar fury, and on the fate of which the event of the battle seems
likely to depjend. In the ,\\ruf/i Organutit, however, he distinctly and most
traly declares that his philosophy is no less a moral than a Natural Philo-

sophy, that, ihotigh his illustrations are drawn from physical science, the

principles which those illustrations are intended to explain are just as applic-

* Cogitata et visa. The expre-sion opinio huntida may surprise a reader not accus-
tomed to Bacon's style. The allusion is to thr maxim of Heraclitus the obscure ;

" Dry
light is the best." By dry light, Bacon understood the light of the intellect, not obscured
b>' the mists of passion, interest, or prejudice
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able to ethical and political inquiries as to inquiries into the nature of heat
and vegetation. *

He frequently treated of moral subjects ; and he brought to those subjects

that spirit which was the essence of his whole system. He has left us many
admiral)le practical observations on what he somewhat quaintly called the

Georgics of the mind, on the mental culture which tends to produce good
dispositions. Some persons, he said, might accuse him of spending labour

on a matter so simple that his predecessors had passed it by with contempt.
He desired such persons to remember that he had from the first announced
the objects of his search to be not the splendid and the surprising, but the

useful and the true, not the deluding dreams which go forth through the

shining portal of ivory, but the humbler realities of the gate of horn, t
True to this principle, he indulged in no rants about the fitness of things,

the all-sufficiency of virtue, and the dignity of human nature. He dealt not

at all in resounding nothings, such as those with which Bolingbroke pre-

tended to comfort himself in exile, and in which Cicero vainly sought con-

solation after the loss of Tullia. The casuistical subtilties which occupied
the attention of the keenest spirits of his age had, it should seem, no attrac-

tions for him. The doctors whom Escobar afterwards compared to the four

beasts and the four-and-twenty elders in the Apocalypse Bacon dismissed

with most contemptuous brevity. " Inanes plerumque evadunt et futiles."+

Nor did he ever meddle with those enigmas which have puzzled hundreds
of generations, and will puzzle hundreds more. He said nothing about the

grounds of moral obligation, or the freedom of the human will. He had no
inclination to employ himself in labours resembling those of the damned in

the Grecian Tartarus, to spin for ever on the same wheel round the same
pivot, to gape for ever after the same deluding cluster.s, to pour water for

ever into the same bottomless buckets, to pace for ever to and fro on the

same wearisome path after the same recoiling stone. He exhorted his dis-i

ciples to prosecute researches of a very different description, to consider"

moral science as a practical science, a science of which the object was to

cure the diseases and perturbations of the mind, and which could be im-

proved only by a method analogous to tliat which has improved medicine

and surgery. Moral philosophers ought, he said, to set themselves vigor-

ously to work for the purpose of discovering what are the actual effects

produced on the human character by particular modes of education, by the

indulgence of particular habits, by the study of particular books, by society,

by emulation, by imitation. Then we might hope to find out what mode of

training was most likely to preserve and restore moral health.

§

What he was as a natural philosopher and a moral philo.sopher, that he
was also as a theologian. He was, we are convinced, a sincere believer in^
the divine authority of the Christian revelation. Nothing can be fiiund in

his writings, or in any other writings, more eloquent and pathetic than some
passages which were apparently written under the influence of strong devo-

tional feeling. He loved to dwell on the power of the Christian religion to

J'
effect much that the ancient philosophers could only promise. He loved to

consider that religion as tlie bond of charity, the curb of evil passions, the conso-

lation of the wretched, the support of the timid, the hope of the dying. But
controversies on speculative points of theology seem to have engaged scarcely

any portion of his attention. In what he wrote on Church Government he

showed, as far as he dared, a tolerant and charitable spirit. He troubled him-

self not at all about Homoousians and Homoiousians, Monothelites and Nes-

torians. He lived in an age in which disputes on the most subtle points

of divinity excited an intense interest throughout Europe, and nowhere more

* Novum Organum, Lib. i. Aph. 127. t De Ausrtneniis, Lib. 7. Cap. 3.

X De Augmentis. Lib 7. Cap. 2. % lb.. Lib. v. Cap. 3.



LORD BACON. 40?

than in England. He was placed in the very thick <jf the conflict. He
was in power at the time of the Sj-ntx-l of Dort, and must for months have

t)cen daily deafened with talk alxmt election, reprobation, and final perse-

verance. Vet we do not remember a line in his works from which it canV^
be inferred that he was either a Calvinist or an Arminian. While the

world was resounding with the noise of a disputatious pliilosophy and a

disputatious tlieology, the Baconian school, like Ailworthy seated between
Square and Thwackum, preser^•ed a calm neutrality, half scornful, half bene- /
volent, and, content with adding to the sum of practical good, left the waW'
of words to those who liked it.

We have dwelt long on the end of the Baconian philosophy, because from
this peculiarity all the other peculiarities of that philosophy necessarily arose.

Indeed, scarcely any person who proposed to himself the same end with
Bacon could fail to hit upon the same means.
The vulgar notion about Bacon we take to be this, that he invented a new

lethod of arriving at truth, which metliod is called Induction, and that he \/
:etected some fallacy in the syllogistic reasunmg which had been in vt)gue

before his time. This notion is ai)out as well-founded as that of the people
who, in the middle ages, imagined that Virgil was a great conjurer. Many
who are far too well-informed to talk such extravagant nonsense entertain

what we think incorrect notions as to what Bacon really effected in this

matter.

The inductive method has been practised ever since the beginning of theV
world by every human being. It is constantly practised by the most ignor-

ant clown, by the mo=t thoughtless schoolboy, by the very child at the breast.

That method leads the clown to the conclusion that if he sows barley he shall

not reap wheat. By that method the schoolboy learns that a cloudy day is

the best for catching trout. The verj- infant, we imagine, is led by induction
to expect milk from his mother or nurse, and none from his father.

Not only is it not true that Bacon invented the inductive method ; but it

is not true that he was the first person who correctly analysed that method ^
and explained its uses. Aristotle had long before pointed out the absurdity

of supposing that syllogistic reasoning could ever conduct men to the dis-

covery of any new principle, had shown that such discoveries must be made
by induction, and by induction alone, and had given the history of the in-

ductive process, concisely indeed, but with great perspicuity and precision.

Again, we are not inclined to ascribe much practical value to that analysis

of the inductive method which Bacon has given in the second book of the
Acn'um Organum. It is indeed an elaborate and correct analysis. But it

is an analysis of that which we are all doing from morning to night, and
which we continue to do even in our dreams. A plam man finds his

stomach out of order. He never heard Lord Bacon's name. But he pro-

ceeds in the strictest conformity with the rules laid down in the second book
of the XiTi'iim Or^anum, and sntisfies himself that mince pies have done the
mischief. " I ate minced pies on .Monday and Wednesday, and I was kept
awake by indigestion all night." This is the comparcntia ad nttelleclum

inslantiarum couvenUtitium. "I did not eat any on Tuesday and Friday,

and I was quite well." This is the comparentia iiistantiamm in proximo
qua natura data privantur. "I ate ver)' sparingly of them on Sunday,
and was very slightly indisposed in the evening. But on Christmas-day I

almost dined on them, and was so ill that I was in great danger." This is

the cotnparentia instantiantm secundum ma^s d minus. " It cannf>t have
l)ten the Ijrandy which I took with them. For I have dnink bran^ly daily

for years without being the worse for it. " This is the njtctio nalurarum.
Our invalid then proceeds to what is termed by Bacon the / 'mdemiaiio, and
pronounces that minced pies do not agree with him.
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We repeat that we dispute neither the ingenuity nor the accuracy of the

theory contained in the second book of tlie Novum Orga/tJiiu ; but we
think that Bacon greatly overrated its utility. We conceive that the in-

ductive process, like many other processes, is not likely to be better per-

formed merely because inen know how they perform it. William Tell

would not have been one whit more likely to cleave the apple if he had
known that his arrow would describe a parabola under the influence of the

attraction of the earth. Captain Barclay would not have been more likely

to walk a thousand miles in a thousand hours, if he had known the place

and name of every muscle in his legs. Monsieur Jourdain probably did not

pronounce D and F more correctly after he had been apprised that D is

pronounced by touching the teeth with the end of the tongue, and F by
putting the upper teeth on the lower lip. We cannot perceive that the study

of Grammar makes the smallest difference in the speech of people who have
always lived in good society. Not one Londoner in ten thousand can lay

down the rules for the proper use of wi// and sAa//. Yet not one Londoner
in a million ever misplaces his 7w7/ and s/ia/l. Doctor Robertson could,

undoubtedly, have written a luminous dissertation on the use of those words.

Yet, even in his latest work, he sometimes misplaced them ludicrously. No
man uses figures of speech with more propriety because he knows that one
figure is called a metonymy and another a synecdoche. A drayman in a pas-

sion calls out, " You are a pretty fellow," without susJDecting that he is utter-

ing irony, and that irony is one of the four primary tropes. The old systems of

rhetoric-were never regarded by the most experienced and discerning judges

as of any use for the purpose of forming an orator. " Ego banc vim intel-

ligo," said Cicero, "esse in prsceptis omnibus, non ut ea secuti oratores

eloquentipe laudeni sint adepti, sed quse .sua sponte homines eloquentes

facerent, ea quosdam observasse, atque id egisse ; sic esse non eloquentiam

ex artificio, sed artificium ex eloquentia natum." We must own that we
entertain the same opinion concerning the study of Logic which Cicero en-

tertained concerning the study of Rhetoric. A man of sense syllogizes in

celarent and cesare all day long without suspecting it ; and, though he may
not know what an ignoratio elettchi is, has no difficulty in exposing it when-
ever he falls in with it ; which is likely to be as often as he falls in with a

Reverend Master of Arts nourished on mode and figure in the cloisters of

Oxford. Considered merely as an intellectual feat, the Orgamim o{ hx\-r,-

totle can scarcely be admired too highly. But the more we compare indi-

vidual with individual, school with school, nation with nation, generation

with generation, the more do we lean to the opinion that the knowledge of

the theory of logic has no tendency whatever to make men good reasoners.

What Aristotle did for the syllogistic process Bacon has, in the second

book of the Nor'iun Orgamim, done for the inductive process ; that is to

\^ay, he has analysed it well. His rules are quite proper; but we do not need

them, because they are drawn from our own constant practice.

But, though every body is constantly performing the process described in

the second Ijook of the Novum Organiivi, some men j^erform it well, and
some perform it ill. Some are led by it to truth, and some to error. It led

Franklin to discover the nature of lightning. It led thousands, who had less

brains than Franklin, to believe in animal magnetism. But this was not

because Franklin went through the process described by Bacon, and the dupes

of Mesmer through a different process. The comparentia: and rejediones of

which we have given examples will be found in the most unsound induc-

tions. We have heard that an eminent judge of the la-;t generation was in

the habit of jocosely ]iropounding after dinner a theory, that the cause of

the prevalence of Jacobinism was the practice of bearing three names. He.-

quoted on the one side Charles James Fox, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, John ^
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Home Tooke, John Philpot Curran, Samuel Taylor Coleridpe, Theobald
WDIfe Tone. These were instatitiiB convrtiii'nfes. lie tlien |.rocee<lcil to

itc \nsV.\ncc<. (7/'si->i/iu~ ill /^i'xirui', William Pitt, John Scott, William W ind-

un, Samuel Horsley, Henr)' Dundas, Edmund Burke. He might have

^ .ne on to instances seciiudum magis ft nititus. The practice of giving

V iiiidren three names has been for some time a growing practice, anil Jacob-
mism has also been growing. The practice of giving children three names
i-; more common in America than in England. In England we still have a

King and a House of Lords ; but the Americans are republicans. The /v-

Hones are obvious. Burke and Theobald Wolfe Tone are both Irishmen

;

..(.refore the being an Irishman is not the cause of Jacobinism. Horsley
lul Home Tooke are both clergymen ; therefore the being a clergymen is

it the cause of Jacobinism. Fox and Windham were both educated at

' 'xford ; therefore the being educated at Oxford is not the cause of Jacob-
inism. Pitt and Home Tooke were both educated at Cambridge ; therefore

the being etiucated at Cambridge is not the cause of Jacobinism. In thi^

way, our inductive philosopher arrives at what Bacon calls the \'intage, and
pronounces that the having three names is the cause of Jacobinism.

Here is an induction corresponding with Bacon's analysis, and ending in

a monstrous absurdity. In what then does this induction differ from the

induction which leads us to the conclusion that the presence of the sun is

the cause of our having more light by day than by night? The difference

evidently is not in the kind of instances, but in the number of instances

;

that is to say, the difference is not in that part of the process for which Bacon
has given precise rules, but in a circumstance for which no precise mle can
possibly be given. If the leamed author of the theon,' about Jacobinism
had enlarged either of his tables a little, his system would have been de-

stroyed. The names of Tom Paine and William Wyndham Grenville would
have been sufficient to do the work.

It appears to us, then, that the difference between a sound and unsound
induction does not lie in this, that the author of the sound induction goes
through the process analysed in the second book of the A'oz'itni Oiganum,
and the author of the unsound induction through a different process. They
both perform the same jirocess. But one perfonns it foolishly or carelessly

;

l-^the other perfomis it with patience, attention, sagacity, and judgment. Now
precepts can do little towards making men patient and attentive, and still

less towards making them .sagacious and judicious. It is very well to tell

men to be on their guard against prejudices, not to believe facts on slight

evidence, not to be content with a scanty collection of facts, to put out of

their minds the idola which Bacon has so finely described. But these mles
are too general to be of much practical use. The question is, What is a pre-

judice ? How long does the incredulity with which I hear a new theory pro-

pounded continue to be a wise and salutary incredulity? \\ hen does it

become an idoltim speats, the unreasonable pertinacity of a too sceptical

mind? What is slight evidence? What collection of facts is scanty? Will
ten instances do, or fifty, or a hundred ? In how many months would the
first human beings who settled on the shores of the ocean have been justified

in believing that the moon had an influence on the tides? After how many
experiments would Jenner have been justified in believing that he had dis-

covered a safeguard against the small-pox ? These are questions to which
it would be most desirable to have a precise answer ; but, unhappily, they
a'-e questions to which no precise answer can be returned.

We think then that it is pf)ssible to lay down accurate rules, as Bacon has
done, for the performing of that part of the inductive process which all men

^^ perform alike ; but that these mles, though accurate, are not wanted, because
in tmth they only tell us to do what we are all doing. We think that it is
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{impossible to lay dowii any precise rule for the perfoiining of that part of the
inductive process which a great experimental philosopher performs in one
way, and a superstitious old woman in another.

On this subject, we think, Bacon was in an error. He certainly attributed

to his rules a value which did not belong to them. He went so far as to say,

that, if his method of making discoveries were adopted, little would depend
on the degree of force or acuteness of any intellect ; that all minds would be

/.reduced to one level, that his philosophy resembled a compass or a rule which
equalises all hands, and enables the most unpractised person to draw a more
correct circle or line than the best draftsmen can produce without such aid.*

This really seems to us as extravagant as it would have been in Lindley
Murray to announce that eveiy body who should learn his Grammar would
write as good English as Dryden, or in that very able writer, the Archbishop
of Dublin, to promise that all the readers of his Logic would reason like

Chillingworth, and that all the readers of his Rhetoric would speak like

Burke. That Bacon was altogether mistaken as to this point will now hardly

be disputed. His philosophy has flomished during two hundred years, and
has produced none of this levelling. The interval between a man of talents

and a dunce is as wide as ever ; and is never more clearly discernible

than when they engage in researches which require the constant use of

induction.

It will be seen that we do not consider Bacon's ingenious analysis of the

inductive method as a very usefid performance, tacon was not, as Me
have already said, the inventor of the inductive method. He was not even

the person who first analysed the inductive method correctly, though he un-

L/doubtedly analysed it more minutely than any who preceded him. He was
not the person who first showed that by the inductive method alone new truth

I

could be discovered. But he was the person who first turned the minds of

speculative men, long occupied in verbal disputes, to the discovery of new
and useful truth ; and, by doing so, he at once gave to the inductive method^

an importance and dignity which had never before belonged to it. He was
not the maker of that road ; he was not the discoverer of that road ; he was
not the person who first surveyed and mapped that road. But he was the

person who first called the public attention to an inexhaustible mine of

wealth, which had been utterly neglected, and which was accessible by that

road alone. By doing so he caused that road, which had previously been
trodden only by peasants and higglers, to be frequented by a higher class of

travellers.

That which was eminently his own in his system was the end which he
proposed to himself. The end being given, the means, as it appears to us,

could not well be mistaken. If otliers had aimed at the same object with

Bacon, we hold it to be certain that they would have employed the same
method with Bacon. It would have been hard to convince Seneca that the

inventing of a safety-lamp was an employment worthy of a philosopher. It

would have been hard to persuade Thomas Aquinas to descend from the

making of syllogisms to the making of gunpowder. But Seneca would never

have doubted for a moment that it was only by means of a series of experi-

ments that a safety-lamp could be invented. Thomas Aquinas would never

have thought that his harbara and haralipton would enable him to ascertain

the proportion which charcoal ought to bear to saltpetre in a pouni.1 of gun-

powder. Neither common sense nor Aristotle would have suffered him to

fall into such an absurdity.

, By stimulating men to the discovery of new truth, Bacon stimulated them

»^to employ the inductive method, the only method, even the ancient philo-

sophers and the schoolmen themselves being judges, by which new truth can

be discovered. By stimulating men to the discovery of useful truth, he fur-

* A'oTuiu Organiim, Praef. and Lib. i. Aph. 122.
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nished them with a iiiotive to perform the inductive process well and care-

fully. His predecessors had l>een, in his phra.sc, not interpreters, but anti- L»

cipators of nature. They had been content with the first principles at

which they had arrived by the most scanty and slovenly induction. And
why was this? It was, we conceive, because their philosophy proposed to

itielf no practical end, because it was merely an exercise of the mind. A
man who wants to contrive a new machine or a new medicine has a strong

motive to obser\e accurately and patiently, and to try experiment after experi-

ment, liut a man whu merely wants a llieme for disputation or declama-
tion has no sudi motive. 1 le is therefore content with premises grounded
on assumption, or on the most scanty and hxsty induction. Thus, we con-

ceive, the schoobnen acted. On their foolish premises they often argued
with great ability ; and as their object was "assensumsubjugare, non res,"*

to be uctorious in controversy, not to be victorious over nature, they were
consistent. For just as much logical skill could be shown in reasoning on
false as on true premises. But the followers of the new philosophy, propos-

ing to themselves the discovery of useful truth as their object, must have
altogether failed of attaining that object if they had been content to build ^
theories on superficial induction.

Bacon has remarked t that, in ages when philosophy was stationary, the

mechanical arts went on improving. Why was this ? Eviilently because
the mechanic was not content with so careless a mode of induction as served

the purpose of the philosopher. And why was the philosopher more easily

satisfied than the mechanic ? ENndently because the object of the mechanic
was to mould things, whilst the object of the philosopher was only to mould
words. Careful induction is not at all necessar)- to the making of a good
syllogism. But it is indispensable to tlie making of a good shoe. Mechanics,
therefore, have always been, as far as the range of their humble but u.seful

l^callings extended, not anticipators but interpreters of nature. And when a
philosophy arose, the object of which was to do on a large scale what the

mechanic does on a small scale, to extend the power and to supply the wants^
of man, the truth of the premises, which logically is a matter altogether mi-
important, l^came a matter of the highest importance ; and the careless in-

duction with which men of learning had previously been satisfied gave place,

of necessity, to an induction far more accurate and satisfactor)'.

WTiat Bacon did for inductive philosophy may, we think, be fairly statedv.

thus. The objects of prece<liiig speculators were objects which could be t

attained without careful induction. Those speculator>, therefore, did not I

perform the inductive process carefully. Bacon stirred up men to pursue an \

object which could be attained only by induction, and by induction care- I

fully performed ; and consequently induction wxs more carefully performed. [

NVe do not think that the importance of what Bacon did for inductive phil- \

osophy has ever been overrated. But we think that the nature of his ser- \

vices is often mistaken, and was not fully understood even by himself. It 1

was not by furnishing philosophers with rules for performing the inductive I

process well, but by furnishing them with a motive for jierforming it well, '

that he conferred so vast a benefit on society.

To give to the human mind a direction which it shall retain forages is the

rare prerogative of a few imperial spirits. It cannot, therefore, be uninter-

esting to inquire what was the moral and intellectual constitution which
enableil Bacon to exercise so vast an influence on the world.

In the temper of Bac»n,—we speak of Bacon the philosopher, not of Bacon
thelawrjerand politician,—there was a singular union of jiudacity and sobriety.

The promises which he made to mankind might, to a superficial reader,

seem to resemble the rants which a great dramatist has pmt into the mouth
of an Oriental conqueror half-crazed by good fortune and by violent passions.

* SovtuHOrganutH, Lib- i. Aph. 29. \ Dt AugtnentittJLJh. i.
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" He shall have chariots easier than aii,

Which I will have invented ; and thyself
That art the me-^senger shall ride before him,
On a horse cut out of an entire diamond,
That shall be made to go with golden wheels,
I know not how yet."

But Bacon perfoi-med what he promised. In truth, Fletcher would not have
dared to make Arbaces promise, in his wildest fits of excitement, the tithe

of what the Baconian philosophy has performed.

I
The true philosophical temperament may, we think, be described in four

words, much hope, little faith ; a disposition to believe that any thing, how-
ever extraordinary, may be done ; an indisposition to believe that any thing

extraordinary has been done. In these points the constitution of Bacon's

mind seems to us to have been absolutely perfect. He was at once the

Mammon and the Surly of his friend Ben. Sir Epicure did not indulge in

visions more magnificent and gigantic. Surly did not sift evidence with

keener and more sagacious incredulity.

Closely connected with this peculiarity of Bacon's temper was a striking

peculiarity of his understanding. With gceatminulenessjif.Qhssrvation, he

had an amplitude of comprehension such as has never yet been vouchsafed

to any other human being. The small fine mind of Labruyere had not a

more delicate tact than the large intellect of Bacon. The Essays contain

abundant proofs that no nice feature of character, no peculiarity in the or-

dering of a house, a garden, or a court-masque, could escape the notice of

one whose mind was capable of taking in the whole world of knowledge.

His understanding resembled the tent which the fairy Paribanou gave to

Prince Ahmed. Fold it ; and it seemed a toy for the hand of a lady.

Spread it ; and the armies of powerful Sultans might repose beneath its shade.

(.

In keenness of observation he has been equalled, though perhaps never

surpassed. But the largeness of his mind was all his own. The glance

with which he surveyed the intellectual universe re.sembled that which the

Archangel, from the golden threshold of heaven, darted down into the new
creation.

" Round he surveyed,—and well might, where he stood
.So high above the circling canopy
Of night's extended shade,—from eastern point
Of Libra, to the fleecy star which bears
Andromeda far off Atlantic seas

Beyond the horizon."

His knowledge differed from that of other men, as a terrestrial globe
differs from an Atlas which contains a different countiy on every leaf. The
towns and roads of England, France, and Germany are better laid down in

the Atlas than on the globe. But while we are looking at England we see

nothing of France ; and while we are looking at France we see nothing of

Germany. We may go to the Atlas to learn the bearings and distances of

York and Bristol, or of Dresden and Prague. But it is useless if we want
to know the bearings and distances of P'rance and Martinique, or of England
and Canada. On the globe we .shall not find all the market towns in our
own neighbourhood ; but we shall learn from it the comparative extent and
the relative position of all the kingdoms of the earth. "I have taken,",

said Bacon, in a letter written when he was only thirty-one to his uncle &
Lord Burleigh, "I have taken all knowledge to be my province." In any
other young man, indeed in any other man, this wo«ld have been a ridicu-

lous flight of presumption. There have been thousands of better mathe-
maticians, astronomers, chemists, physicians, botanists, mineralogists, than

Bacon. No man would go to Bacon's works to learn any particular science

or art, any more than he would go to a twelve-inch globe in order to find

r
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his way from Kenninpton turnpike to Clai^ham Common. The art which-i ,

Bacon taiigtil was the art of inventing arts. The knowledj^'C in which
J
'v

Bacon excelled all men was a knowledge of the mutual relations of all

»

departments of knowledge.

The mode in which he communicated his thoughts was peculiar to him.

He had no touch of that disputatious temper which he often censured in his

predecessors. He effected a vast intellectual revolution in opposition to a

vast mass of prejudices ;
yet he never engaged in any controversy : nay, we

cannot at present recollect, in all his philosophical works, a single passage

of a controversial character. All those works might with propriety have

been put into the form which he adopted in the work entitled Co^^itata et

visa: " Franciscus Baconus sic cogitavit." These are thoughts which have

occnirretl to me : weigh them well : and take them or leave them.

Bor^gia said of the famous expedition of Charles the Kighlh, that the

French h.id conquered Italy, not with steel, but with chalk ; for that the

only exploit which they had found necessary for the purpose of taking mili-

lar)- occupation of any place had Ixjen to mark the iloors of the houses where

they meant to quarter. Bacon often quoted this sa)'ing, and loved to apply

il to the victories of his own uitellect.* His philosophy, he said, came as aj

guest, not as an enemy. She found no difficulty in gaining admittance, with-

out a contest, into every understanding fitted, by its structure and by its

capacity, to receive her. In all this we think that he acted most judici-

ously ; first, because, as he has himself remarked, the difference between

his school and other schools was a diflference so fundamental that there was

hardly any common ground on which a controversial battle could be fought;

and, secondly, because his mind, eminently observant, preeminently discur-

sive and capacious, was, we conceive, neither formed by nature nor disciplined

by habit for dialectical combat.

Though Bacon did not arm his philosophy with the weapons of logic, he

adorned her profusely with all the richest decorations of rhetoric. His

eloquence, though not untainted with the vicious taste of his age, would

alone have entitled him to a high rank in literature. He had a wonderful

talent for packing thought close, and rendering it portable. In wit, if by

wit be meant the power of perceiving analogies between things which appear
|

to have nothing in common, he never had an equal, not even Cowley, not *

even the author of Hudibras. Indeed, he possessed this faculty, or rather

this faculty possessed him, to a morbid degree. When he abandoned him-

self to it without reser\'e, as he did in the Sapientia Vdenim, and at the end

of the second book of the De Aiigmeiitis, the feats which he performed were

not merely admirable, but portentous, and almost shocking. On those occa-

sions we marvel at him as clowns on a fair-day mar^•el at a juggler, and can

hardly help thinking that the devil must be in him.

These, however, were freaks in which his ingenuity now and then wantoned,

with scarcely any other object than to astonish and amu.se. But it occa-

sionally happened that, when he was engaged in grave and profound investi-

gations, his wit obtainetl the mastery over all his other faculties, and led him

into 'absurdities into which no dull man could possibly have fallen. We
will give the most striking instance which at present occurs to us. In the

third book of the De Augincnlis he tells us that there are some principles

which are not peculiar to one science, but are common to several. That

part of philosophy which concerns itself with these principles is, in his

nomenclature, designated z<, philosof'hia prima. He then proceeds to men-

tion some of the principles with which this philoscphia prima is conversant.

One of them is this. An infectious disease is more likely to be communi-

cated wliile it is in progress than when it has reached its height. Tnis, says

• Novum Organum, Lib. i. Aph. 35, and elsewhere.

O
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he, is trae in medicine. It is also true in morals ; for we see that the

example of very abandoned men injures public morality less than the example
of men in whom vice has not yet extinguished all good qualities. Again, he
tells us that in music a discord ending in a concord is agreeable, and that

the same thing may be noted in the affections. Once more, he tells us, that

in physics the energy with which a principle acts is often increased by the

antiperistasis of its opposite ; and that it is the same in the contests olfac-

tions. If the making of ingenious and sparkling similitudes like these be
indeed the pJtilosophia prima, we are quite sure that the gi^eatest philo-

sophical work of the nineteenth century is Mr Moore's Lalla Rookh. The
similitudes which we have cited are very happy simiHtudes. But that a
man like Bacon should have taken them for more, that he should have
thought the discovery of such resemblances as these an important part of

philosophy, has always appeared to us one of the most singular facts in the

history of letters.

The truth is that his mind was wonderfully quick in perceiving analogies

of all sorts. But, like several eminent men whom we could name, both
living and dead, he sometimes appeared strangely deficient in the power of

distinguishing rational from fanciful analogies, analogies which are argu-

ments from analogies which are mere illustrations, analogies like that which
Bishop Butler so ably pointed out, between' natural and revealed religion,

from analogies like that which Addison discovered, between the series of

Grecian gods carved by Phidias and the series of English kings painted by
^Kneller. This want of discrimination has led to many strange political

speculations. Sir William Temple deduced a theory of government from
the properties of the pyramid. Mr Southey's whole system of finance is

grounded on the pha;nomena of eva]3oration and rain. In theology, this

perverted ingenuity has made still wilder work. From the time of Irenai'us

and Origen down to the present day, there has not been a single generation

in which great divines have not been led into the most absurd expositions

of Scripture, by mere incapacity to distinguish analogies proper, to use the

scholastic ]jhrase, from analogies metaphorical.* It is curious that Bacon
has himself mentioned this very kind of delusion among the idola specus

;

y and has mentioned it in language which, we are inclined to think, shows that

he knew himself to be subject to it. It is the vice, he tells us, of subtle

/minds to attach too much importance to slight distinctions ; it is the vice,

on the other hand, of high and discursive intellects to attach too much im-
portance to slight resemblances ; and he adds that, when this last propensity

is indulged to excess, it leads men to catch at shadows instead of substances.+
«. Yet we cannot wish that Bacon's wit had been less luxuriant. For, to say

nothing of the pleasure which it affords, it was in the vast majority of cases

employed for the purpose of making ol^scure truth plain, of making repulsive

truth attractive, of fixing in the mind for ever truth which might otherwise

have left but a transient impression.

The poetical faculty was powerful in Bacon's mind, but not, like his wit,
~* so powerful as occasionally to usurp the place of his reason, and to tyrannize

over the whole man. No imagination was ever at once so strong and so

thoroughly subjugated. It never stirred but at a .signal from good sense.

It stopped at the first check from good sense. Yet, though disciplined to

such oljedience, it gave noble proofs of its vigour. In truth, much of Bacon's

life was passed in a visionasy world, amidst things as strange as any that are

descrilied in the Arabian Tales, or in those romances on which the curate and
l)arber of Don Quixote's village performed so cniel an mtlo da/e, amidst

buildings more sumptuous than the palace of Aladdin, fountains more wonder-

* See some intcre^lng remarks on this subject in Bishop Berkeley's Minute Philo'

sopher, Dialogue IV.

t Novum OrJianum. Lib. i. Aph. SS-
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ful than the golden water of I'arizade, conveyances more rapid than the
hippogryph ol Km^'^icro, arms more formidable tlian the lance of Astolfo,

remedies mure efticacious than the balsam of Kierabras. \'el in his magni-
ficent (lay-dreams there was nothing wild, nothing but what sober reason
sanctioned. He knew that all the secrets feigned by poets to have been
written in the books of enchanters are worthless when compared with the
mighty secrets which are really written in the book of nature, and which,
with time and patience, will be read there. He knew that all the wonder,
wrought by all the talismans in fable were trilles when compared to the
wonders w Inch might reasonably lie ex|)ected from the philosophy of fruit,

and that, if his words sank deep into the minds of men, they would produce
effects such as superstition had never ascribed to the incantations of Merlin
and Michael Scott. It was here that he loved to let his imagination loose.

He loved to picture to himself the world as it would be when his philosojihy
should, in his own noble jihrase, "have enlarged the bounds of human
empire."* We might refer to many instances. But we will content our-
selves with the strongest, the description of the House of Solomon in the
New Atlantis. By most of Bacon's contemporaries, and by some peojjle of
our time, this remarkable passage would, we doubt not, be considered as an
ingenious rodomontade, a counteq^art to the adventures of Sinbad or Baron
Munchausen. The truth is that there is not to be found in any human
composition a passage more eminently distinguished by profound and serene
wisdom. The boldness and originality of the fiction is far less wonderful
than the nice discernment which carefully excluded from that long list of

prodigies every thing that can be pronounced impossible, every thing that

can be proved to lie beyond the mighty magic of induction and of time.
Already some parts, and not the least startling parts, of this glorious pro-
phecy have lieen accomplished, even according to the letter ; and the whole,
construed according to the spirit, is daily accomplishing all around us.

One of the most remarkable circumstances in the histoiy of Bacon's mind
is the order in which its powers expanded themselves. With him the fruit

came first and remained till the la.st ; the blossoms did not appear till late.

In general, the development of the fancy is to the development of the judg-
ment what the growth of a girl is to the growth of a boy. The fancy attains

at an earlier i>eriod to the perfection of its beauty, its power, and its fruit-

fulness ; and, as it is first to ripen, it is also first to fade. It has generally
lost something of its bloom and freshness before the sterner faculties have
reached maturity ; and is commonly withered and barren while those
faculties still retain all their energy. It rarely happens that the fancy and
the judgment grow together. It happens still more rarely that the judgment
grows faster than the fancy. This seems, however, to have been the case
with Bacon. His boyhood and youth appear to have been singularly
seclate. His gigantic scheme of philosophical reform is said by some writers
to have been planned before he was fifteen, and was undoubtedly planned
while he was still young. He observed as vigilantly, meditated as deeply,
and judged as temperately when he gave his first work to the world as at the
close of his long career. But in eloquence, in sweetness and variety of expres-
sion, and in richness of illustration, his later writings are far superior to those
of his youth. In this respect the history of his mind bears some resemblance
to the history of the mind of Burke. The treatise on the Sublima and Beau-
tiful, though written on a subject which the coldest metaphysician could
hardly treat without being occasionally betrayed into florid writing, is the
most unadorned of all Burke's works. It apj/eared when he was twenty-five
or twenty-six. When, at forty, he wrote the Thoughts on the Causes of the
existing Discontents, his reason and his judgment had reached their full

aaaturity ; but his eloquence was still in its splendid dawn. At fifty, his
* New .\tlantis.
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rhetoric was quite as rich as good taste would permit ; and when he died,

at almost seventy, it had become ungracefully gorgeous. In his youth he
wrote on the emotions produced by mountains and cascades, by the master-
pieces of painting and sculpture, by the faces and necks of beautiful women,
in the style of a parliamentary report. In his old age he discussed treaties

and tariffs in the most fervid and brilliant language of romance. It is strange

that the Essay on the Sublime and Beautiful, and the Letter to a Noble
Lord, should be the productions of one man. Bat it is far more strange

that the Essay should have been a production of his youth, and the Letter

of his old age.

We will give very short specimens of Bacon's two styles. In 1597, he
wrote thus : "Crafty men contemn studies ; simple men admire them ; and
wise men use them ; for they teach not their own use : that is a wisdom
without them, and won by obsei-vation. Read not to contradict, nor to

believe, but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, others

to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested. Reading
makelh a full man, conference a ready man, and writing an exact man. And
therefore if a man write little, he had need laave a great memory ; if he confer

little, have a present wit ; and if he read little, have much cunning to seem
to know that he doth not. Histories make men wise, poets witty, the mathe-
matics subtle, natural philosophy deep, morals grave, logic and rhetoric able

to contend. " It will hardly be disputed that this is a passage to be '
' chewed

and digested." We do not believe that Thucydides himself has any where
compressed so much thought into so small a space.

In the additions which Bacon aftenvards made to the Essays, there is

nothing superior in trath or weight to what we have quoted. Ikit his style

was constantly becoming richer and softer. The following passage, first

published in 1625, will show the extent of the change :
" Prosperity is the

blessing of the Old Testament ; adversity is the blessing of the New, which
carrieth the greater benediction and the clearer evidence of God's favour.

Yet, even in the Old Testament, if you listen to David's harp you shall hear
as many hearse-like airs as carols ; and the pencil of the Holy Ghost hath
laboured more in describing the afflictions of Job than the felicities of Solo-

mon. Prosperity is not without many fears and distastes ; and adversity is

not without comforts and hopes. We see in needle-works and embroideries

it is more pleasing to have a lively work upon a sad and solemn ground,
than to have a dark and melancholy work upon a lightsome ground. Judge
therefore of the pleasure of the heart by the jileasure of the eye. Certainly

virtue is like precious odours, most fragrant when they are incensed or

crushed ; for prosperity doth best discover vice, but adversity doth best dis-

cover virtue."

It is by the Essays that Bacon is best known to the midtitude. The Novum
OrgiuiHtn and the De Aiigmentis are much talked of, but little read. They
have produced indeed a vast effect on the opinions ofmankind ; but they have
produced it through tlie operation of intermediate agents. They have moved
the intellects wliich have moved the world. It is in the Essays alone that tlie

mind of Bacon is brought into immediate contact with the minds of ordinary
readers. There he opens an exoteric school and talks to plain men, in lan-

guage which eveiy body understands, about things in which eveiy body is in-

terested. He has thus enabled those who must otherwise have taken his

merits on trust to judge for themselves ; and the great body of readers have,

during several generations, acknowledged that the man who has treated with

such consummate ability questions Avith which they are familiar may well be
supposed to desers'e all the praise bestowed on him by those who have sat

in his inner school.

Without any disparagement to the admirable treatise De Atigmentis, we
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must say that, in our judgment, liacon's greatest performance is the first

book of the Xo:iim Or^'tinnni. All the peculiarities of his extraordinary mind
are found there in the highest perfection. Many of the aphorisms, but par-

ticularly those in which he gives examples of the influence of the n/o/a, show
a nicety of observation that has never been surjiassed. Ever)' part of the

lx>ok blazes with wit, but w ith wit which is employed only to illustrate and
decorate truth. No book ever made so great a revolution in the mode of

thinking, overthrew so many prejudices, introduced so many new opinions.

Vet no book was ever written in a less contentious spirit. It truly conquers

with chalk and not with steel. Proposition after proposition enters into the

mind, is received not as an invader, but as a welcome friend, and, though
previously unknown, becomes at once domesticated. But what we most
admire is the vast capacity of that intellect which, without etTort, takes in at

once all the domains of science, all the past, the present, and the future, all -^^
the errors of two thousand years, all the encouraging signs of the passing

times, all the bright hopes of the coming age. Cowley, who was among
the most anient, and not among th-e least discerning followers of the new
philosophy, has, in one of his finest poems, compared Bacon to Moses stand-

ing on Mount Pisgah. It is to Bacon, we think, as he appears in the first

book of the Novum Organum, that the comparison applies with peculiar

felicity. There we see the great Lawgiver looking round from his lonely

elevation on an infinite expanse ; behind him a wilderness of dreary sands

and bitter waters in which successive generations have sojourned, always
moving, yet never advancing, reaping no harvest, and building no abiding

city ; before him a goodly land, a land of promise, a land flowing w ith milk

and honi^y. While the multitude below saw only the flat sterile desert in

which they had so lung wandered, bounded on every side by a near horizon,

or diversified only by some deceitful mirage, he was gazing from a far higher

stand on a far lovelier country, following with his eye the long course of

fertilising rivers, through ample pastures, and under the bridges of great

capitals, mexsuring the distances of marts and havens, and portioning out

all those wealthy regions from Dan to Beersheba.

It is painful to turn back from contemplating Bacon's philosophy to con-

template his life. Vet without so turning back it is impossible fairly to

estimate his powers. He left the University at an earlier age than that at

which most people repair thither. While yet a boy he was plunged into

the midst of diplomatic business. Thence he passed to the study of a vast

technical system of law, and worked his way up through a succession of

laborious offices to the highest post in his profession. In the mean time he
took an active part in every Parliament ; he was an adviser of the Crown ;

he paid court with the greatest assiduity and address to all whose favour

was likely to be of use to him ; he lived much in society ; he noted the

slightest peculiarities of character and tlie slightest changes of fashion.

Scarcely any man has led a more stirring life than that which Bacon led

from sixteen to sixty. Scarcely any man has been better entitled to be
called a thorough man of the world. The founding of a new jihilosophy,

the imparting of a new direction to the minds of speculators, this was the

amusement of his leisure, the work of hours occasionally stolen from the

Woolsack and the Council Board. This consideration, while it increxses

the admiration with which we regard his intellect, increases also our regret
"**

that such an intellect should so often have been unworthily employed. He
well knew the better course, and had, at one time, resolved to pursue it.

" I confess," said he in a letter written when he was still young, " that I

have is vast contemplative ends as I have moderate civil ends." Had his

civil ends continued to be moderate, he would have been, not only the

Moses, but the Joshua of philosophy. He would have fulfilled a large part
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of his own magnificent predictions, He would have led his followers, not
only to the verge, but into the heart of the promised land. He would not
merely have pointed out, but would have divided the spoil. Above all, he
would have left, not only a great, but a spotless name. Mankind would
then have been able to esteem their illustrious benefactor. We should not

>^ then be compelled to regard his character with mingled contempt and ad-
miration, with mingled aversion and gratitude. We should not then regret

that there should be so many proofs of the narrowmess and selfishness of a
heart, the benevolence of which was yet large enough to take in all races

and all ages. We should not then have to blush for the disingenuousness

of the most devoted worshipper of speculative tnith, for the servility of the

boldest champion of intellectual freedom. We should not then have seen

the same man at one time far in the van, and at another time far in the rear

/of his generation. We should not then be forced to own that he who first

/treated legislation as a science was among the last Englishmen who used

If the rack, that he who first summoned philosophers to the great work of

interpreting nature was among the last Englishmen who sold justice. And
we should conclude our survey of a life placidly, honourably, beneficently

passed, " in industrious observations, grounded conclusions, and profitable

inventions and discoveries,"* with feelings very diiTerent from those with

whicla we now turn away from the checkered spectacle of so much glory

and so much shame.

SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE. (October, 1838.)

Memoirs of the Li/e, Works, and Correspondence ofSir William Tejnple. By the Right
Hon. Thomas Peregrine Courtenay. 2 vols. 8vo. London : 1836.

Mr Courtenay has long been well known to politicians as an industrious

and useful oihcial man, and as an upright and consistent member of Parlia-

ment. He has been one of the most moderate, and, at the same time, one
of the least pliant members of the Conservative party. His conduct has,

indeed, on some questions, been so Whiggish, that both those who ap-

plauded and those who condemned it have questioned his claim to be con-

sidered as a Tory. But his Toryism, such as it is, he has held fast through

all changes of fortune and fashion ; and he has at last retired from public

life, leaving behind him, to the best of our belief, no personal enemy, and

carrying with him the respect and good will of many who strongly dissent

from his opinions.

Tliis book, the fruit of Mr Courtenay's leisure, is introduced by a preface

in which he informs us that the assistance furnished to him from various

quarters " has taught him the superiority of literature to politics for develop-

ing the kindlier feelings, and conducing to an agreeable life." We are

tnily glad that Mr Courtenay is so well satisfied with his new employment,

and we heartily congiatulate him on having been driven by events to make
an exchange which, advantageous as it is, fewpeoi)ic make while they can

avoid it. He has little reason, in our opinion, to envy any of those who are

still engaged in a pursuit from which, at most, they can only expect that,

by relinquishing liberal studies and social pleasures, by passing nights with-

out sleep and summers without one glimpse of the beauty of nature, they

may attain that laborious, that invidious, that closely watched slavery which

is mocked with the name of power.

The volumes before us are fairly entitled to the praise of diligence, care,

good sense, and impartiality ; and these qualities are sufficient to make a

book valuable, but not quite sufficient to make it readable. Mr Courtenay has

uot sufficiently studied the arts of selection and compression. The infonna-

* From a Letter of Bacon to Lo»d Burleigh.
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tion with which he furnishes us, must still, we aiijirehend, be considered as

so much raw material. To manufacturers it will be highly useful ; but it is

not yet in such a form tliat it can be enjoyed by the idle con!>umer. To <lrop

metaphor, we are afraiil that this work will be less acceptable to those who
read fur the sake of reading, than to those who read in order to write.

We cannot help adding, though we are extremely unwilling to quarrel
with Mr Courtenay about iJulitics, that the book would not be at all the

worse if it contained fewer snarls against the Whigs of the present day. Not
only are these passages out of place in a historical work, but some of them
are intrinsically such that they would become the editor of a third-rate party

newspaper better than a gentleman of Mr Courtenay 's talents and know-
ledge. For example, we are told that "it is a remarkable circumstance,

familiar to those who are acquainted with history, but suppressed by tlie new
Whigs, that the liberal politicians of the seventeenth century and the greater

part of the eighteenth, never extended their liberality to the native Irish, or

the professors of the ancient religion." What schoolboy of fourteen is

ignorant of this remarkable circumstance ? What \N hig, new or old, was
ever such an idiot as to think that it could be suppressed ? Really we might
as well say that it is a remarkable circumstance, familiar to people well read

in history, but carefully suppressed by the Clergy of the Established Church,
that in the fifteenth century England was in communion with Rome. We
are tempted to make some remarks on another passage, which seems to be
the peroration of a speech intended to have been spoken against the Reform
Bill : but we forbear.

We doubt whether it will be found that the memory of Sir William Temple
owes much to Mr Courtenay's researches. Temple is one of those men whom
the world has agreed to praise highly without knowing much about them,
and who are therefore more hkely to lose than to gain by a close examina-
tion. \'et he is not without fair pretensions to the most honourable place

among the statesmen of his time. A few of them equalled or surpassed him
in talents ; but they were men of no good repute for honesty. A few may
be named whose patriotism was purer, nobler, and more disinterested than
his ; but they were men of no eminent ability. Morally, he was above
Shaftesbury; intellectually, he. was above Russell.

To say of a man that he occupied a high position in times of misgovem-
ment, of corruption, of civil and religious faction, that nevertheless he con-
tracted no great stain and bore no part in any great crime, that he won the

esteem of a profligate Court and of a turbulent people, withovft being guilty

of any disgraceful subserviency to either, seems to be very high praise ; and
all this may with truth be said of Temple.

Yet Temple is not a man to our taste. A temper not naturally good, but
under strict command ; a constant regard to decorum ; a rare caution in

playing that mixed game of skill and hazard, human life ; a disposition to

i)c content with small and certain winnings rather than to go on doubling
the stake ; these seem to us to be the most remarkable features of his character.

This sort of moderation, when united, as in him it was, with very consider-
able abilities, is, under ordinary circumstances, scarcely to be distinguished
from the highest and purest integrity, and yet may be perfectly compatible
with laxity of principle, with coldness of heart, and with the most intense

selfishness. Temple, we fear, had not sufficient warmth and elevation of

sentiment to deserve the name of a virtuous man. I le did not betray or

oppress his country ; nay, he rendered considerable services to her ; but he
risked nothing for her. Xo temptation which either the King or the Opjiosi-

tion could hold out ever induced him to come forward as the supporter cither

of arbitrary or of factious measures. But he was most careful not to give
offence by strenuously opposing such measures. He never put himself pro-
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minently before the public eye, except at conjunctures when he was ahiiost

certain to gain, and could not possibly lose, at conjunctures when the interest

of the State, the views of the Court, and the passions of the multitude, all

appeared for an instant to coincide. By judiciously availing himself of several

of these rare moments, he succeeded in establishing a high character for

wisdom and patriotism. When the favourable crisis was passed, he never

risked the reputation which he had won. He avoided the great offices of

state with a caution almost pusillanimous, and confined himself to quiet and
secluded departments of public business, in which he could enjoy moderate
but certain advantages without incurring envy. If the circumstances of the

country became such that it \vas impossible to take any part in politics with-

out some danger, he retired to his library and his orchard, and, while the

nation groaned under oppression, or resounded with tumult and with the din

of civil arms, amused himself by writing memoirs, and tying up apricots.

His political career bore some resemblance to the military career of Louis

the Fourteenth. Louis, lest his royal dignity should be compromised by
failure, never repaired to a siege, til! it had been reported to him by the most
skilful officers in his service, that nothing could prevent the fall of the place.

When this was ascertained, the monarch, in his helmet and cuii^ass, appeared

among the tents, held councils of war, dictated the capitulation, received the

keys, and then returned to Versailles to hear his flatterers repeat that Turenne
had been beaten at Mariendal, that Conde had been forced to raise the siege

of Arras, and that the only warrior whose glory had never been obscured

by a single check was Louis the Great. Yet Conde and Turenne will always

be considered as captains of a very different order from the invincible Louis
;

and we must own that many statesmen who have committed great faults,

appear to us to be deserving of more esteem than the faultless Temple. For
in truth his faultlessness is chiefly to be ascribed to his extreme dread of all

responsibility, to his determination rather to' leave his country in a scrape

than to run any chance of being in a scrape himself. He seems to have been
averse from danger ; and it must be admitted that the dangers to which a

public man was exposed, in those days of conflicting tyranny and sedition,

were of the most serious kind. He could not bear discomfort, bodily or

mental. His lamentations when, in the course of his diplomatic journeys,

he was put a little out of his way, and forced, in the vulgar phrase, to rough

it, are quite amusing. He talks of riding a day or two on a bad Westphalian
road, of sleeping on straw for one night, of travelling in winter when the

snow lay on the ground, as if he had gone on an expedition to the North
Pole or to the source of the Nile. This kind of valetudinarian effeminacy,

this habit of coddling himself, appears in all parts of his conduct. He loved

fame, but not with the love of an exalted and generous mind. He loved it

as an end, not at all as a means ; as a personal luxury, not at all as an instru-

ment of advantage to others. He scraped it together and treasured it up
with a timid and niggardly thrift ; and never employed the hoard in any
enterprise, however virtuous and useful, in which there was hazard of losing

one particle. No wonder if such a person did little or nothing which deserves

positive blame. But much more than this may justly ])e demanded of a man
possessed of .such abilities, and placed in such a situation. Had Temple
been brought before Dante's infernal tribunal, he would not have been con-

demned to tile deeper recesses of the abyss. He would not have been boiled

with Dundee in the crimson pool of Bulicame, or hurled with Danby into

the seething pitch of Malebolge, or congealed with Churchill in the eternal

ice of Giudecca ; but he would perhaps have been placed in the dark vesti-

bule next to the shade of that inglorious pontiff

—

" Che fece per vikate il gran rifiuto."
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Of course a man is not bound to be a politician any more than he is bound
to W a soldier; and there are perfectly honourable ways of (juilting both

politics and the military- profession. But neither in the one way of life, nor

in the other, is any man entitled to take all the sweet and leave all the sour.

A man who l>elongs to the army only in time of peace, who appears at re-

views in I lytle Park, escorts the Sovereign with the utmost valour and tulelity

to and from the House of Lords, and retires as soon as he thinks it likely

that he maybe ordered on an expedition, is justly thought to have disgraced

himself. Some jiortion of the censurt; due to such a holiday-soldier may
justly fall on the mere holiday-politician, who flinches from his duties as soon

as those duties become difficult and disagreeable, that is to say, as soon as it

becomes peculiarly important that he should resolutely perform them.

liut though we are far indeed from considering Temple as a perfect states-

man, though we place him below many statesmen who have committed very

great errors, we cannot deny that, when compared with his contemporaries,

he makes a highly respectable appearance. The reaction which followed

the victor)- of the popular party over Charles the First had produced a hurt-

ful effect on the national character ; and this effect was most discernible in

the classes and in the places which had been most strongly excited by the

recent revolution. The deterioration was greater in London than in the

country, and was greatest of all in the courtly and othcial circles. Almost
all that remained of what had been good and noble in the Cavaliers and
Roundheads of 1642, was now to be found in the middling orders. The
principles and feelings which prompted the Grand Remonstrance were still

strong among the sturdy yeomen, and the decent God-fearing merchants.

The spirit of Derby and Capel still glowed in many sequestered manor-
houses ; but among those political leaders who, at the time of the Restoration

were still young or in the vigour of manhood, there was neither a Southamp-
ton nor a Vane, neither a Falkland nor a Hampden. The pure, fervent, and
constant loyalty which, in the preceding reign, had remained unshaken on
fields of disastrous battle, in foreign ganets and cellars, and at the bar of the

High Court of Justice, was scarcely to be found among the rising courtiers.

As little, or still less, could the new chiefs of parties lay claim to the great

qualities of the statesmen who had stood at the head of the Long Parliament.

Hampden, Pym, Vane, Cromwell, are discriminated from the ablest poli-

ticians of the succeeding generation, by all the strong lineaments which dis-

tinguish the men who produce revolutions from the men whom revolutions

protluce. The leader in a great change, the man who stirs up a reposing

commanit>', and overthrows a deeply-rooted system, may be a very depraved

man ; but he can scarcely be destitute of some moral qualities which extort

even from enemies a reluctant admiration, fixedness of purpose, intensity of

will, enthusiasm, which is not the less fierce or persevering because it is

sometimes disguised under the semblance of composure, and which bears

down before it the force of circumstances and the opposition of reluctant

minds. These qualities, variously ci>mbined with all sorts of virtues and
vices, may be found, we think, in most of the authors of great civil and reli-

gious movements, in Casar, in Mahomet, in Hildebrand, in Dominic, in

Luther, in Robespierre ; and these qualities were found, in no scanty mea-
sure, among the chiefs of the party which opposed Charles the First. The
character of the men whose minds are formed in the midst of the confusion

which follows a great revolution is generally very different. Heat, the natural

philosophers tell us, produces rarefaction of the air ; and rarefaction of the

air produces cold. So zeal makes revolutions; and revolutions make men
zealous for nothing. The politicians of whom we speak, whatever may be

their natural capacity or courage, are almost always characterised by a pecu-

liar levity, a peculiar inconstancy, an easy apathetic way of looking at the
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most solemn questions, a willingness to leave the direction of their course to

fortune and popular opinion, a notion that one public cause is nearly as good
as another, and a firm conviction that it is much better to be the hireling of

the worst cause than to be a martyr to the best.

This was most strikingly the case with the English statesmen of the genera-

tion which followed the Restoration. They had neither the enthusiasm of

the Cavalier nor the enthusiasm of the Republican. They had been early

emancipated from the dominion of old usages and feehngs
;
yet they had not

acquired a strong passion for innova^jon. Accustomed to see old establish-

ments shaking, falling, lying in niins all around them, accustomed to live

under a succession of constitutions of which the average duration was about

a twelvemonth, they had no religious reverence for prescription, noliiing of

that frame of mind which naturally springs from the habitual contemplation

of immemorial antiquity and immovable stability. Accustomed, on the other

hand, to see change after change welcomed with eager hope and ending in

disappointment, to see shame and confusion of face follow the extravagant

hopes and predictions of rash and fanatical innovators, they had learned to

look on professions of public spirit, and on schemes of reform, with distrust

and contempt. They sometimes talked the language of devoted subjects,

sometimes that of ardent lovers of their country. But their secret creed .seems

to have been, that loyalty was one great delusion, and patriotism another.

If they really entertained any predilection for the monarchical or for the

popular part of the constitution, for episcopacy or for presbyterianism, that

predilection was feeble and languid, and instead of overcoming, as in the

times of their fathers, the dread of exile, confiscation and death, was rarely

of power to resist the slightest impulse of selfish ambition or of selfish fear.

Such was the texture of the presbyterianism of Lauderdale, and of the spec-

ulative republicanism of Halifax. The sense of political honour seemed to

be extinct. With the great mass of mankind, the test of integrity in a public

man is consistency. This test, though very defective, is perhaps the best

that any, except very acute or very near observers, are capable of applying ;

and does undoubtedly enable the people to form an estimate of the characters

of the great, which, on the whole, approximates to correctness. But during

the latter part of the seventeenth century, inconsistency had necessarily

ceased to be a disgrace; and a man was no more taunted with it, than he is

taunted with being black at Timbuctoo. Nobody was ashamed of avowing
what was common between him and the whole nation. In the short space

of about seven years, the supreme power had been held by the Long Par-

liament, by a Council of Officers, by Barebones' Parliament, by a Council of

Officers again, by a Protector according to the Instrument of Government,
by a Protector according to the Humble Petition and Advice, by the Long
Parliament again, by a third Council of Officers, by the Long Parliament a

third time, by the Convention, and by the King. In such times, consistency

is so inconvenient to a man who affects it, and to all who are connected with

him, that it ceases to be regarded as a virtue, and is considered as impractic-

able obstinacy and idle scrupulosity. Indeed, in such times, a good citizen

may be bound in duty to serve a succession of Governments. Blake did so

in one profession and Hale in another ; and the conduct of both has been

approved by posterity. But it is clear that when inconsistency with respect

to the most important public questions has ceased to be a reproach, incon-

sistency with respect to questions of minor importance is not likely to be

regarded as dishonourable. In a country in which many very honest people

had, within the space of a few months, supported the government of the

Protector, that of the Rump, and that of the King, a man was not likely to

be ashamed of abandoning his party for a place, or of voting for a bill which

he had opposed.



5/A" IVILLIA.M TEMPLE. 4-3

The public men of the times which followed the Restoration were by no

means deficient in couraye or ability ; and some kinds of talent appear to

have been developed amont,'st them to a remarkable, we might almost say,

to a morbid and unnatural degree. Neither Theramenes in ancient, nor

Talleyrand in modem times, had a finer perception of all the peculiarities

of character, and of all the indications of coming change, than some of our

countr)men in that age. Their power of reading things of high import, in

signs wliich to others were invisible or unintelligible, resembled magic.

But the curse of Reuben was upon them all: " Unstable as water, thou

shalt not excel."

This character is susceptible of innumerable modifications, according to

the innumerable varieties of intellect and temper in which it may be found.

Men of unquiet minds and violent ambition followed a fearfully eccentric

course, darted wildly from one extreme to another, served and betrayed all

parties in turn, showed their unblushing foreheads alternately in the van of

the most corrupt administrations and of the most factious oppositions, were

[iri>7 to the most guilty mysteries, first of the Cabal, and then of the Rye-

Ifouse Plot, abjured their religion to win their sovereign's favour while

thev were secretly planning his overthrow, shrived themselves to Jesuits

-h letters in cipher from the Prince of Orange in their pockets, corres-

ied with the Hague whilst in oiTice under James, and began to corres-

: i with St Germain's as soon as they had kissed hands for office under

vS liliam. But Temple was not one of tliese. He was not destitute of

ambition. But his was not one of those souls in which unsatisfietl ambition

anticipates the tortures of hell, gnaws like the worm which dieth not, and

bums like the fire which is not quenched. His principle was to make sure

of safety and comfort, and to let greatness come if it would. It came : he

enjoyed it : and, in the very first moment in which it could no longer be

enjoyed without danger and vexation, he contentedly let it go. He was not

exempt, we think, from the prevailing political immorality. His mind took

the contagion, but took it ad modiim recipiattis, in a form so mild that an

undisceming judge might doubt whether it were indeed the same fierce pesti-

lence that was raging all around. The malady partook of the constitutional

languor of the patient. The general corniption, mitigated by his calm and

nnadventurous temperament, showed itself in omissions and desertions, not

in positive crimes ; and his inactivity, though sometimes timorous and selfish,

becomes respectable when compared with the malevolent and perfidious

restlessness of Shaftesbury and Sunderland.

Temple sprang from a family which, though ancient and honourable, had,

before his time, been scarcely mentioned in our history, but which, long after

his death, produced so many eminent men, and formed such disringuished

alliances, that it exercised, in a regular and constitutional manner, an influ-

ence in the state scarcely inferior to that which, in widely different times,

and by widely different arts, the house of Neville attained in England, and

that of Douglas in Scotland. During the latter years of George the Second,

and through the whole reign of George the Third, members of that widely

spread and powerful connection were almostly constantly at the head either

of the Government or of the Opposition. There were times when the

cousinhood, as it was once nicknamed, would of itself have fumished almost

all the materials necessary for the constraction of an efficient Cabinet.

Within the space of fifty years, three First Lords of the Treasury, three

Secretaries of State, two Keepers of the Privy Seal, and four Fin>t Lords

of the Admiralty, were appointed from among the sons and grandsons of

the Countess Temple.
So splendid have been the fortunes of the main stock of the Temple

family, continued by female succession. William Temple, the first of the
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line who attained to any great historical eminence, was of a younger branch.
His father, Sir John Temple, was Master of the Rolls in Ireland, and dis-

tinguished himself among the Privy Councillors of that kingdom, by the

zeal with which, at the commencement of the struggle between the Crown
and the Long Parliament, he supported the popular cause. He was arrested

by order of the Duke of Ormond, but regained his liberty by an exchange,
repaired to England, and there sate in the House of Commons as burgess
for Chichester. He attached himself to the Presbyterian party, and was
one of those moderate members who, at the close of the year 164S, voted for

treating with Cliarles on the basis to which that Prince had himself agreed,

and who were, in consequence, turned out of the House, with small ceremony,
by Colonel Pride. vSir John seems, however, to have made his peace with the

victorious Independents ; for, in 1653, he resumed his office in Ireland.

Sir John Temple was married to a sister of the celebrated Henry Ham-
mond, a learned and pious divine, who took the side of the King with very

conspicuous zeal during the civil war, and was deprived of his preferment in

the church after the victory of the Parliament. On account of the loss which
Hammond sustained on this occasion, he has the honour of being designated,

in the cant of that new brood of Oxonian sectaries who unite the worst parts

of the Jesuit to the worst parts of the Orangeman, as Hammond, Presbyter,

Doctor, and Confessor.

William Temple, Sir John's eldest son, was born in London in the year

1628. He received his early education under his maternal uncle, was subse-

quently sent to school at Bishop-Stortford, and, at seventeen, began to

reside at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where the celebrated Cudworlh
was his tutor. The times were not favourable to study. The Civil War
disturbed even the quiet cloisters and bowling-greens of Cambridge, pro-

duced violent revolutions in the government and discipline of the colleges,

and unsettled the minds of the students. Temple forgot at Emmanuel all

the little Greek which he had brought from Bishop-Stortford, and never
retrieved the loss ; a circumstance which would hardly be worth noticing

but for the almost incredible fact, that fifty years later he was so absurd as

to set up his own authority against that of Bentley on questions of Greek
history and philology. He made no proficiency either in the old philosophy
which still lingered in the schools of Cambridge, or in the new philosophy
of which Lord Bacon was the founder. But to the end of his life he continued
to speak of the former with ignorant admiration, and of the latter with

equally ignorant contempt.
After residing at Cambridge two years, he departed without taking a de-

gree, and set out upon his travels. He seems to have been then a lively,

agreeable young man of fashion, not by any means deeply read, but versed

in all the superficial accomplishments of a gentleman, and acceptaljle in all

polite societies. In politics he professed himself a Royalist. His opinions

on religious subjects seem to have been such as might be expected from a
young man of quick parts, who had received a rambling education, who had
not thought dee])ly, who had been disgusted by the morose austerity of the

Puritans, and who, surrounded from childhood by the hubbub of conflicting

sects, might easily learn to feel an impartial contempt for them all.

On his road to P'rance he fell in with the son and daughter of Sir Peter
Osborne. Sir Peter held Guernsey for the King, and the young people were,

like their father, warm for the royal cause. At an inn where they stopped
in the Isle of Wight, the lirother amused himself with inscribing on the

windows his opinion of the ruling powers. For this instance of malignancy
the whole party were arrested, and brought before the governor. The sister,

trusting to the tenderness which, even in those troubled times, scarcely any
gentleman of any party ever failed to show where a woman was concerned,

i
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tr^k the crime on herself, and was immediately set at liberty with her

fellow-travellers.

This inciilent, as was natural, made a deep impressii)n on Temple. He
was only twenty. Don.tliy ()si>ome was twenty-one. She is said to have

lx:en handsome ; and there remains abundant proof that she possessed an

ample share of the de.xterity, the vivacity, and the tenderness of lier sex.

Temple soon l«came. in the jihrase of that time, her servant, and slic re-

turned his regard. Ikit difficulties, as great as ever exjiamled a nuvcl to the

tifth volume, opposed their wishes. When the courtship commenced, the

father of the hero was sitting in the Long Parliament ; the father of the

heroine was commanding in Guernsey for King Charles. Even when the

war ended, and Sir Peter Osborne returned to his seat at Chicksands, the

prospects of the lovers were scarcely less gloomy. Sir John Temple had

a more advantageous alliance in view for his son. Dorothy Osborne was

:i the mean time besieged by as many suitors as were drawn to Belmont

. the fame of Portia. The most distinguished on the list was Henry Crom-
!1. Destitute of the capacity, the energ>-, the magnanimity of his illus-

>us father, destitute also of the meek and placid virtues of his elder brother,

. - young man was perhaps a more formidable rival in love than either of

eiii would have been. Mrs Hutchinson, speaking the sentiments of the

ve and aged, describes him as an "insolent foole," and a "debauched

:4odly cavalier." These e.xpressions probably mean that he wxs one who,

Muong young and dissipated peo])le, would pass for a fine gentleman.

1 >orothy was fond of dogs of larger and more formidable breed than those

which lie on modem hearth-rugs ; and Henr\- Cromwell promised that the

highest functionaries at Dublin should be set to work to procure her a fine

Irish greyhound. She seems to have felt his attentions as very flattering,

though his father was then only Lord-General, and not yet Protector. Love,

hnu ever, triumphed over ambition, and the young lady appears never to have

,-retted her decision ; though, in a letter written just at the time when all

i^^dand wxs ringing with the news of the violent dissolution of the Long
i Arliament, she could not refrain from reminding Temple, with pardonable

vanity, " how great she might have been, if she had been so wise as to have

taken hold of the ofier of H. C."

Nor wxs it only the influince of rivals that Temple had to dread. Tlic

relations of his rnistress regarded him with personal dislike, and spoke of

him xs an unprincipled adventurer, without honour or religion, ready to

render service to any party for the sake of preferment. This is, indeed, a

very distorted view of Temple's character. Yet a character, even in the

most distorted \-iew taken of it by the most angry and prejudiced minds,

generally retains something of its outline. No caricaturist ever represented

Mr Pitt xs a Falstaff, or Mr Fox as a .skeleton ; nor tlid any libeller ever

impute parsimony to Sheridan, or profusion to Marlborough. It must be

allowed that the turn of mind which the eulogists of Temjile have dignified

with the appellation of philosophical inditfercnce, aiui which, however lie-

corning it may be in an old and experienced statesman, hxs a somewhat un-

graceful appearance in youth, might easily appear shocking to a family who
were ready to fight or to suffer martyrdom for their exiled King and their

persecuted church. The poor girl wxs exceedingly hurt and irritated by

the-e imputations on her lover, defended him warmly behind his back, and

addressed to himself some very tender and anxious admonitions, mingled

V. ith assurances of her confidence in his honour and virtue. On one occxsion

'ic wxs most highly provoked by the way in which one of her brothers spoke

I Temple. " We talked ourselves weary," she says ; "he renounced me,

and 1 defietl him."
Near seven years did this arduous wooing continue. We are not accu-
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rately informed respecting Temple's movements during that time. But he
seems to have led a rambling life, sometimes on the Continent, sometimes
in Ireland, sometimes in London. He made himself master of the Fr nch
and Spanish languages, and amused himself by writing essays and romances,
an employment which at least sensed the puipose of forming his yie. The
specimen which Mr Courtenay has preserved of these early compositions is

by no means contemptible : indeed, there is one passage on Like and Dis-

like which could have been produced only by a mind habituated carefully

to reflect on its ovm. operations, and which reminds us of the best things
in Montaigne.
Temple appears to have kept up a very active correspondence with his

mistres.s. His letters are lost, but hers have been preserved ; and many of

them appear in these volumes. Mr Courtenay expresses some doubt w^ielher

his readers will think him justified in inserting so large a number of these

epistles. We only wish that there were twice as many. Very little indeed
of the diplomatic correspondence of that generation is so well worth reading.

There is a vile phrase of which bad historians are exceedingly fond, " the

dignity of history." One writer is in possession of some anecdotes which
would illustrate most strikingly the operation of the Mississippi scheme on
the manners and morals of the Parisians. But he suppresses those anecdotes,

because they are too low for the dignity of history. Another is strongly

tempted to mention some facts indicating the homble state of the prisons of

England two Ijundred years ago. But he hardly thinks that the sufferings

of a dozen felons, pigging together on bare bricks in a hole fifteen feet square,

would form a subject suited to the dignity of history. Another, from respect

for the dignity of history, publishes an account of the reign of George the

Second, without ever mentioning Whitefield's preaching in Moorfields. How
should a writer, who can talk about senates, and congresses of sovereigns,

and pragmatic sanctions, and ravelines, and counterscarps, and battles where
ten thousand men are killed, and six thousand men with fifty stand of

colours and eighty gims taken, stoop to the Stock-Lxchange, to Newgate,
to the theatre, to the tabernacle ?

Tragedy has its dignity as well as history ; and how much the tragic art

has owed to tliat dignity any man may judge who will compare the majestic

Alexandrines in which the Seigneur Oreste and Madame Andromaque utter

their complaints, with the chattering of the fool in Lear and of the nurse in

Romeo and Juliet.

That a historian should not record trifles, that he should confine himself

to what is important, is perfectly true. But many writers seem never to have
considered on what the historical importance of an event depends. They
seem not to be aware that the importance of a fact, when that fact is con-

sidered with reference to its immediate effects, and the importance of the

same fact, when that fact is considered as part of the materials for the con-

struction of a science, are two very different things. The quantity of good or

evil which a transaction produces is by no means necessarily proportioned to

the quantity of light which that transaction affords, as to the way in which
good or evil may hereafter be produced. The poisoning of an emperor is

in one sense a far more serious matter than the poisoning of a rat. But the

poisoning of a rat may be an era in chemistry ; and an emperor may be

poisoned by such ordinary means, and with such ordinary symptoms, that

no scientific journal would notice the occurrence. An action for a hundred
thousand pounds is in one sense a more momentous affair than an action for

fifty pounds. But it by no means follows that the learned gentlemen who
report the proceedings of the courts of law ought to give a fuller account of

an action for a hundred thousand pounds, than of an action for fifty pounds.

Yox a cause in which a large sum is at stake may be imnortant only to the
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particular plaintiff and the particular defcnJant. A cause, on the otiicr

uand, in which a snioll sum is at stake, may establish some great principle

interesting to half the families in the kingdom. The case is exactly the

.Nime with that class of subjects of which historians treat. To an Allienian,

III the time of the Peloponnesian war, the result of the battle of Dclium was

Ur more iniport.ant than the fate of the comedy of The Knights. But to us

rhe fact that the comedy of The Knights was brought on the Athenian stage

.vith success is far more important than tlie fact that the Athenian phalanx

. c way at Dclium. Neither the one event nor the other has now any in-

ic importance. We are in no danger of being speared by the Thebans.

.iie not quizzed in The Knights. To us the importance of both events

insists in the value of the general truth which is to be learned from them.

What general truth do we learn from the accounts which have come down
lo us of the battle of Delium? Very little more tlian this, that when two

armies fight, it is not improbable that one of them will be very soundly

l^eaten, a truth which it would not, we apprehend, be difficult to establish,

even if all memory of the battle of Delium were lost among men. But a

man who liecomes acquainted with the comedy of The Knights, and with

ihe history of that comedy, at once feels his mind enlarged. Society is pre-

sented to him under a new aspect. He may have read and travelled much.

1 ie may have visited all the countries of Europe, and the civilised nations of

the East. He may have observed the manners of many barbarous races.

But here is something altogether diiTerent from ever)- thing which he has

seen, eidier among polished men or among savages. Here is a community

{^olitically, intellectually, and morally unlike any other community of which he

has the means of forming an opinion. This is the really precious part of his-

tory, the com which some threshers carefully sever from the chaff, for tiie pur-

pose of gathering the chaff into the garner, and flinging the com into the fire.

Thinking thus, we are glad to learn so much, and would willingly learn

more, about the loves of Sir William and his mistress. In the seventeenth

century, to be sure, Louis the Fourteenth was a much more important person

than Temple's sweetheart. But death and time equalise all things. Neither

the great King, nor the beauty of Bedfordshire, neither the gorgeous paradise

of Marii nor Mistress Osborne's favourite walk "in the common that lay

hard by the house, where a great many young wenches used to keep sheep

and cows and sit in the sliade singing of ballads," is anything to us. Louis

and Dorothy are aUke dust. A cotton-mill stands on the mins of Marli

;

and the Osboraes have ceased to dwell under the ancient roof of Chicksands.

But of that infonnatjon for the sake of which alone it is worth while to study

remote events, we find so much in the love-letters which Mr Courtenay has

published, that we would gladly purchase equally interesting bdlets with ten

times their weight in state-pajiers taken at random. To us surely it is as

useful to know how the young ladies of England employed themselves a

humlred and eighty years ago, how far their minds were cultivated, what

were their favourite studies, what degree of liberty was allowed to them,

\\h.-it use they made of that liberty, what accomplishments they most valued

I'-n, and what proofs of tendemess delicacy permitted them to give to

;red suitors, as to know all about the seizure of Franche Comte and the

:y of Nimegucn. Tlie mutual relations of the two sexes seem to us to

be at least as inqxjrlant as the mutual relations of any two governments in

the world ; and a series of letters written by a virtuous, amiable, and sensible

SQs\, and intended for the eye of her lover alone, can scarcely fail to throw

some light on the relations of the sexes ; whereas it is perfectly possible, as

all who have made any historical researches can attest, to read bale after

bale of despatches and protocols, without catching one ghmpse of light about

the relakions of governments.
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Mr Courtenay proclaims that he is one of Dorothy Osborne's devoted
servants, and expresses a hope that the pnbhcation of her letters will add to

the number. We must declare ourselves his rivals. She really seems to

have been a very charming young woman, modest, generous, affectionate,

intelligent, and sprightly ; a royalist, as Avas to be expected from her con-

nections, without any of that political asperity which is as unwomanly as a
long beard ; religious, and occasionally gliding into a very pretty and en-

dearing sort of preaching, yet not too good to partake of suclr diversions as

London afforded under the melancholy nde of the Puritans, or to giggle a
little at a ridiculous sermon from a divine who was thought to be one of the

great lights of the Assembly at Westminster ; with a little turn for coquetry,

which was yet perfectly compatible with warm and disinterested attachment,

and a little turn for satire, v/hich yet seldom passed the bounds of good-
nature. She loved reading ; but her studies were not those of Queen
Elizabeth and Lady Jane Grey. She read the verses of Cowley and Lord
Broghill, French Memoirs recommended by her lover, and the Travels of

Fernando Mendez Pinto. But her favourite books were those ponderous
French romances which modern readers know chiefly from the pleasant

satire of Charlotte Lennox. She could not, however, help laughing at the

vile English into which they were translated. Her own style is very agree-

able ; nor are her letters at all the worse for some passages in which raillery

and tenderness are mixed in a very engaging namby-pamby.
When at last the constancy of the lovers had triumphed over all the obs-

tacles which kinsmen and rivals could oppose to their union, a yet more
serious calamity befell them. Poor Mistress Osborne fell ill of the small-

pox, and, though she escaped with life, lost all her beauty. To this most
severe trial the affection and honour of the lovers of that age was not un-

frequently subjected. Our readers probably remember what Mrs Hutchinson

tells us of herself. The lofty Cornelia-like spirit of the aged matron seems

to melt into a long forgotten softness when she relates how her beloved

Colonel "married her as soon as she Avas able to quit the chamber, when
the priest and all that saw her were affrighted to look on her. But God,"
she adds, with a not ungraceful vanity, "recompensed his justice and con-

stancy, by restoring her as well as before." Temple showed on tliis occa-

.sion the same justice and constancy which did so much honour to Colonel

Hutchinson. The date of the marriage is not exactly known. But Mr
Courtenay supposes it to have taken place about the end of the year 1654.

From this time we lose sight of Dorothy, and are reduced to form om-

opinion of the terms on which she and her husband were from veiy slight

indications which may easily mislead us.

Temple soon went to Leland, and resided with his father, partly at Dublin,

partly in the county of Carlow. Ireland was probably then a more agree-

able residence for the higher classes, as compared with England, than it

has ever been before or since. In no part of the empire were the superiority

of Cromwell's abilities and the force of his cliaracter so signally displayed.

He had not the power, and probably had not the inclination, to govern that

island in the best way. The rebellion of the aboriginal race had excited in

England a strong religious and national aversion to them ; nor is there any

reason to believe that the Protector was so far beyond his age as to be free

from the prevailing sentiment. He had vanquished them; he knew that

they were in his jjower ; and he regarded them as a band of malefactors n,nd

idolaters, who were mercifully treated if they were not smitten with the edge

of the sword. On those who resisted he had made war as the Hebrews made
war on the Canaanites. Drogheda was as Jericho ; and Wexford as Ai.

To the remains of the old population the conqueror granted a peace, such

as that which Israel granted to the Gibeonites. He made them h«wers of

I
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vrofKl ami drawers <»f water, liut, good or bad, he could not be otherwise

than great. Under faNourable circumstances, Ireland would have found in

him a most just and bcneticent nder. She found in hiiu a tyrant ; not a

small, ttasing tyrant, such as those who liave so long been her curse and her

.shame, but one of those awful tyrants who, at long intervals, seem to be

sent on earth, like avenging angels, with some high commission of destnic-

tion and renovation. lie was no man of half measures, of mean affronts and

ungracious concessions. His Protestant ascendency was not an ascendency

of ribands, and fiddles, and s'atues, and processions. He would never have

dreamed of abolishing the penal code and withholding from Catholics the

elective franchise, of giving them the elective franchise and excluding them
from Parliament, of admitting them to Parliament, and refusing to them a

full and equal participation in all the blessings of society and government.

The thing most alien from his clear intellect and his commanding spirit was
petty persecution. He knew how to tolerate ; and he knew how to destroy.

His administration in Ireland was an administration on what are now called

Orange principles, followed out most ably, most steadily, most undauntedly,

most unrelentingly, to every extreme consequence to which those principles

lead ; and it would, if ccmtinued, inevitably have produced the effect which

he contemplated, an entire decomposition and reconstruction of society. He
had a great and definite object in view, to make Ireland thoroughly English,

to make Ireland another Yorkshire or Norfolk. Thinly peopled as Ireland

then was, this end was not unattainable ; and there is every reason to believe

that, if his policy had been followed during fifty years, this end would have

been attained. Instead of an emigration, such as we now see from Ireland

to England, there was, under his government, a constant and large emigra-

tion from England to Ireland. This tide of population ran almost as strongly

a-s that which now runs from Massachusetts and Connecticut to the states

i)ehind the Ohio. The native race was driven back before the advancing

van of the Anglo-Saxon population, as the American Indians or the tribes

of Southern Africa are now driven back before the white settlers. Those
fearful phx-nomena which have almost invariably attended the planting of

cinlised colonies in uncivilised countries, and whicli had been known to the

nations of Europe only by distant and questionable rumour, were now
publicly exhibited in their sight. The words, "extirpation," "eradication,"

were often in the mouths of the English back-settlers of Leinster and .Mun-

ster, cruel words, yet, in their cruelty, containing more mercy than much
'softer expressions which have since been sanctioned by universities and
cheered by Parliaments. For it is in truth more merciful to extirpate a

hundred thousand human beings at once, and to fill the void with a well-

governed population, than to misgovern millions through a long succession

of generations. We can much more easily pardon tremendous severities

inflicted for a great object, than an endless .series of paltry vexations and
oppressions inflicted for no rational object at all.

Ireland was fast l>ecoming English. Civilisation and wealth were making
raj)i<l progress in almost every part of the island. The effects of that iron

flespotism are descril)ed to us by a hostile witness in very remarkable
language. " Which is more wonderful," says Lord Clarendon, " all this

was done and settled within little more than two years, to that degree of

perfection that there were many buildings raised for beauty as well as use,

orderly and regular i)lantations of trees, and fences and inclosures raised

throughout tlie kingdom, purchases made by one from another at very valu-

able rates, and jointures made upon marriages, and all other conveyances
and settlements executed, as in a kingdom at peace within itself, and where
no doubt could be made of the validity of titles."

All Temple's feelings about Irish questions were those of a colonist and a
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member of the dominant caste. He troubled himself as little about the
welfare of the remains of the old Celtic population, as an English farmer on
the Swan River troubles himself about the New Hollanders, or a Dutch boor
at the Cape about the Caffres. The years which he passed in Ireland, while
the CromwelHan system was in full operation, he always described as " years
of great satisfaction." Farming, gardening, county business, and studies
rather entertaining than profound, occupied his time. In pohtics he took
no part, and many years later he attributed this inaction to his love of the
ancient constitution, which, he said, "would not suffer him to enter into

public affairs till the way was plain for the King's happy restoration." It

does not appear, indeed, that any offer of employment was made to him. If

he really did refuse any preferment, we may, without much breach of charity,

attribute the refusal rather to the caution which, during his whole life, pre-

vented him from running any risk, than to the fervour of his loyalty.

In 1660 he made his first appearance in public life. He sat in*the con-
vention which, in the midst of the general confusion that preceded tlie

Restoration, was summoned by the chiefs of the army of Ireland to meet in

Dublin. After the King's return an Irish parliament was regularly convoked,
in which Temple represented the county of Carlow. The details of his con-
duct in this situation are not known to us. But we are told in general terms,

and can easily believe, that he showed great moderation, and great aptitude

for business. It is probable that he also distinguished himself in debate
;

for many years afterwards he remarked that " his friends in Ireland used to

think that, if he had any talent at all, it lay in that way."
In May, 1663, the Irish parliament was prorogued, and Temple repaii-ed

to England with his wife. His income amounted to about five hundred
pounds a year, a sum which was then sufficient for the wants of a family

mixing in fashionable circles. He passed two years in London, wliere he
seems to have led that easy, lounging life which was l)est suited to his temper.
He was not, liowever, unmindful of his interest. He had brought with

him letters of introduction from the Duke of Ormond, then Lord-Lieutenant
of Ireland, to Clarendon, and to Henry Bennet, Lord Arlington, who was
Secretary of State. Clarendon was at the head of affairs. But his power
was visibly declining, and was certain to decline more and more every day.

An observer much less discerning than Temple might easily perceive that

the Chancellor was a man who belonged to a by-gone world, a representative

of a past age, of obsolete modes of thinking, of unfashionable vices, and of

more unfashionable virtues. His long exile had made him a stranger in the

country of his birth. His mind, heated by conflict and by jiersonal suffer-

ing, was far more set against po])ular and tolerant courses than it had been
at the time of the breaking out of the civil war. He pined for the decorous
tyranny of the old Whitehall ; for the days of that sainted king who deprived
his jjcople of their money and their ears, but let their wives and daughters
alone ; and could scarcely reconcile himself to a court with a seraglio and
without a Star-chamber. By taking this course he made himself every day
more odious, both to the sovereign, who loved pleasure much more than
prerogative, and to the people, who dreaded royal prerogatives much more
than royal pleasures ; and thus he was at last more detesteil by the Court
than any chief of the Opposition, and more detested by the Parliament than

any pandar of the Court.

Temple, whose great maxim was to offend via party, was not likely to

cling to the falling fortunes of a minister the study of whose life was to offend

all parties. Arlington, whose influence was gradually rising as that of

Clarendon diminished, was the most useful patron to whom a young adven-

turer could attach himself This statesman, without virtue, wisdom, or

strength of mind, had raised himself to greatness by superficial qualities, and
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was the mere creature of the lime, the circumstances, and the company.

Tlie dignified reserve of manners which he had acquired durinj^ a residence

in Spain provoked the ridicule of those who considered tlie usages of the

French court as the only standard of good breeding, but served to impress

the crowd with a favourable opinion of his sagacity and gravity. In situa-

tions where the solemnity of the Escurial would have been out of place, he

threw it aside without difficulty, and conversed with great humour and viva-

city. While the multitude were talking of " Bennet's grave looks,"* his

mirth made his presence always welcome in the royal closet. While Buck-

ingham, in the antechamber, was mimicking the pompous Castilian strut of

the Secretar)-, for the diversion of Mistress Stuart, this stately Doa was

ri<licuhng Clarendon's sober counsels to the King within, till his Majesty

cried with laughter, and the Chancellor with vexation. There perhaps

never wxs a man whose outward demeanour made such different impressions

on different people. Count Hamilton, for example, describes him as a

stupid formalist, who had been made secretary solely on account of his mys-

terious and important looks. Clarendon, on the other hand, represents him

as a man whose "best faculty was railler>'," and who was " for his pleasant

and agreeable humour accei)lablc unto the King." The truth seems to be

that, destitute as Bennet was of all the higher qualifications of a minister,

he had a wonderful talent for becoming, in outward semblance, all things to

all men. He had two aspects, a busy and serious one for the public, whom
he wished to awe into respect, and a gay one for Charles, who thuuglu that

the greatest service which could be rendered to a prince was to amuse him.

Yet both these were masks which he laid aside when they had served their

turn. Long after, when he had retired to his deer-park and fish-ponds in

Suffolk, and had no motive to act the part either of the hidalgo or of the

buffoon, Evelyn, who was neither an unpractised nor an undisceming judge,

conversed mudi with him, and pronounced him to be a man of singularly

polished manners and of great colloquial powers.

Clarendon, proud and imperious by nature, soured'by age and disease, and

relying on his great talents and services, sought out no new allies. He seems

to have taken a sort of morose pleasure in slighting and provoking all the

rising talent of the kingdom. His connections were almost entirely confined

to the small circle, every day becoming smaller, of old cavaliers who had

been friends of his youth or companions of his exile. Arlington, on the other

hand, beat up ever>' where for recruits. No man had a greater personal

following, and no man exerted himself more to sene his adherents. It was

a kind of habit with him to push up his dependents to his o\\ii level, and

then to complain bitterly of their ingratitude because they did not chose to

be his dependents any longer. It was thus that he quarrelled with two suc-

cessive Trexsurers, Clifford and Danby. To ArUngton Temple attached

himself, and was not sparing of warm professions of affection, or even, we
grieve to say, of gross and almost profane adulation. In no long time he

obtained his reward.

England was in a very different situation with respect to foreign powers

from that which she had occupied during the splendid administration of the

Protector. She was engaged in war with the United Provinces, then

1,'ovemed with almost regal power by the Grand Pensionary, John de Witt ;

;id though no war had ever cost the kingdom so much, none had ever been

11 .re feebly and meanly conducted. France had espoused the interests of the

.Mates General. Denmark seemed likely to take the same side. Spain,

indignant at the close political and matriirfonial alliance which Charles had

formed with the House of Braganza, was not disposed to lend him any assist-

•• Bennet's grave looks were a pretence " is a line in one of the best political

oftiutage.
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ance. The great plague of London had suspended trade, had scattered the
ministers and nobles, had paralysed every department of the public service,

and had increased the gloomy discontent which misgovernment had begim
to excite throughout the nation. One continental ally England possessed,

the Uisho]") of Munster, a restless and ambitious prelate, bred a soldier, and
still a soldier in all his tastes and passions. He hated the Dutch for inter-

fering in the affairs of his see, and declared himself willing to risk his little

dominions for the chance of revenge. He sent, accordingly, a strange kind
of ambassador to London, a IJenedictine monk, who spoke bad English,

and looked, says Lord Clarendon, " like a carter." This person brought a
letter from the Bishop, offering to make an attack by land on the Dutch
territory. Tlie English Ministers eagerly caught at the proposal, and pro-

mised a subsidy of 500,000 rix-dollars to their new ally. It was determined
to send an English agent to Munster ; and Arlington, to whose department
the business belonged, fixed on Temple for this post.

Temple accepted the commission, and acquitted himself to the satisfaction

of his employers, though the whole plan ended in nothing, and the Bishop,

finding that France had joined Holland, made haste, after pocketing an
instalment of his subsidy, to conclude a separate peace. Temple, at a later-

period, looked back with no great satisfaction to this part of his life ; and
excused himself for undertaking a negotiation from which little good could

result, by saying that he was then young and veiy new to business. In
truth, he could hardly have been placed in a situation where the eminent
diplomatic talents which he possessed could have appeared to less advantage.
He was ignorant of the German language, and did not easily accommodate
himself to the manners of the people. He could not bear much wine ; and
none but a hard drinker Irad any chance of success in Westphalian Society.

Under all these disadvantages, however, he gave so much satisfaction that

he was created a baronet, and appointed resident at the vice-regal court

of Brussels.

Brussels .suited Temple far better than the palaces of the boar-hunting
and wine-bibbing princes of Germany. He now occupied one of the most
important posts of observation in which a diplomatist could be stationed.

He was placed in the territory of a great neutral power, between the territo-

ries of two great powers which were at war with England. From this excellent

school he soon came forth the most accomplished negotiator of his age.

In the mean time the government of Charles had .suffered a .succession of

humiliating disasters. The extravagance of the court had di-ssipated all the

means which Parliament had supplied for the purpose of carrying on offen-

sive hostilities. It was determined to wage only a defensive war ; and even
for defensive war the vast resources of England, managed by triflers and
public robbers, were found insufficient. The Dutch insulted the British

coasts, sailed up the Thames, took Sheemess, and carried their ravages to

Chatham. The blaze of the ships burning in the river was seen at London :

it was rumoured that a foreign anny had landed at Gravesend ; and military

men seriously proposed lo abandon the Tower. To .such a depth of infamy
had a bad administration reduced that proud and victorious country, which
a few years before had dictated its pleasure to Mazarine, to the States Gene-
ral, and to the Vatican. Humbled by the events of the war, and dreading

the just anger of Parliament, the English Ministry hastened to huddle up a
peace with France and Holland at Breda.

But a new scene was about to o]>en. It had already been for some time

apparent to discerning observers Tliat England and Holland were threatened

by a common danger, much more formidable than any which they had rea-

son to apprehend from each other. The old enemy of their independence
and of their religion was no longer to be dreaded. The sceptre had passed
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away from Spain. That mighty empire, on which the sun never set, which
had cmshed the liberties of ItaJy and Germany, which had occupied Paris

with it--, amiies, and covered the British seas with its sails, was at the mercy
of ever\' spoiler ; and Kurope observed with dismay the rapid growth of a

new and more formidable power. Men looked to Spain and saw only weak-
ness disguised and increased by pride, dominions of vast bulk and little

strength, tempting, unwieldy, and defenceless, an empty treasury, a sullen

and torjnd nation, a child on the throne, factions in the council, ministers

wlu) ser\ed only themselves, and soldiers who were terrible only to their

countrymen. Men looketl to France, and saw a large and compact terri-

tory, a rich soil, a central situation, a bold, alert, and ingenious people,

large revenues, numerous and well-disciplined troops, an active and ambi-

tious prince, in the flower of his age, surrounded by generals of unrivalled

skill. 'Hie projects of Louis could be counteracted only by ability, vigour,

and union on the part of his neighbours. Ability and vigour had hitherto

lH;en found in the councils of Holland alone, and of union there was no aj)-

pearance in Europe. The question of Portuguese independence separated

England from Spain. Old grudges, recent hostilities, maritime pretensions,

commercial competition separated England as widely from the United
Provinces.

The great object of Louis, from the beginning to the end of his reign, was
the acquisition of those large and valuable provinces of the Spanish monarchy,
which lay contiguous to the eastern frontier of France. Already, before the

conclusion of the treaty of Breda, he had invaded those provinces. He now
pushed on his conquests with scarcely any resistance. Fortress after fortress

was taken. Brussels itself was in danger ; and Temple thought it wise to

send his wife and children to England. But his sister, Lady Giffard, who
had been some time his inmate, and who seems to have been a more im-
portant personage in his family than his wife, still remained with him.

De Witt saw the progress of the French arms with painful anxiety. But
it was not in the power of Holland alone to save Flandei-s ; and the difficulty

of forming an extensive coalition for that purpose appeared almost insuper-

able. Louis, indeed, affected moderation. He declared himself willing to

agree to a compromise with Spain. But these offers were undoubtedly mere
professions, intended to quiet the apprehensions of the neighbouring powers

;

and, as his position became ever)- day more and more advantageous, it was
to be expected that he would rise in his demands.

Such was the state of affairs when Temple obtained from the English
Ministry permission to make a tour in Holland incognito. In company witk

Lady Giffard he arrived at the Hague. He was not charged with any pub-
lic commission, but he availedliimself of this opportunity of introducing him-
self to De Witt. " My only business, sir," he said, "is to see the things

which are most considerable in your countr)*, and I should execute my de-

sign very imperfectly if I went away without seeing you." De Witt, who
from report had fonned a high opinion of Temple, was pleased by the com-
pliment, and replied with a frankness and cordiality which at once led to

intimacy. The two statesmen talked calmly over the causes which had
estranged England from Holland, congratulated each other on the peace, and
then began to discuss the new dangers which menacecl Europe. Temple,
who had no authority to say any thing on behalf of the English Govemnient,
expressed himself very guardedly. De Witt, who wxs himself the Dutch
Government, had no reason to l)e reserved. He openly declared that his

wish was to see a general coalition formed for the prcsenation of Flanders.

His simplicity and openness amazed Temple, who had been acaistomed to

the affected solemnity of his patron, the Secretary, and to the eternal doublings

and evasions which passed for great feats of statesmanship among the Spanish
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politicians at Bnissels. " Whoever," he wrote to Arlington, "deals with
M. de Witt must go the same plain way that he pretends to in his negotia-

tions, without refining or colouring or offering shadow for substance ." Temple
was scarcely less struck by the modest dwelling and frugal table of the first

citizen of the richest state in the world. While Clarendon was amazing Lon-
don with a dwelling more sumptuous than the palace of his master, while
Arlington was lavishing his ill-gotten wealth on the decoys and orange-gar-

dens and interminable conservatories of Euston, the great statesman who had
frustrated all their plans of conquest, and the roar of whose guns they had
heard with terror even in the galleries of Whitehall, kept only a single ser-

vant, walked about the streets in the plainest garb, and never used a coach
except for visits of ceremony.
Temple sent a full account of his interview with De Witt to Arlington, who,

in consequence of the fall of the Chancellor, now shared with the Duke of

Buckingham the principal direction of affairs. Arlington showed no disposi-

tion to meet tlie advances of the Dutch minister. Indeed, as was amply
proved a few years later, both he and his master were perfectly willing to pur-

chase the means of misgoverning England by giving up, not only Flanders,

but the whole Continent, to France. Temple, who distinctly saw that a
moment had arrived at which it was possible to reconcile his country with
Holland, to reconcile Charles with the Parliament, to bridle the power of

Louis, to efface the shame of the late ignominious war, to restore England
to the same place in Europe wliich she had occupied under Cromwell, became
more and more urgent in his representations. Arlington's replies were for

some time couched in cold and ambiguous terms. But the events which fol-

lowed the meeting of Parliament, in the autumn of 1667, appear to have pro-

duced an entire change in his views. The discontent of the nation was deep
and general. Tiie administration was attacked in all its parts. The King
and the ministers laboured, not unsuccessfully, to throw on Clarendon the

blame of past miscarriages ; but though the Commons were resolved that the

late Chancellor should be the first victim, it was by no means clear that he

would be the last. The Secretary was personally attacked with great bitter-

ness in the course of the debates. One of the resolutions of the Lower House
against Clarendon was in truth a censure of the foreign policy of the Govern-
ment, as too favourable to France. To these events chiefly we are inclined

to attribute the change which at this crisis took place in the measures of Eng-
land. The Ministry seem to have felt that, if they wished to derive any advan-

tage from Clarendon's downfal, it was necessary for them to abandon what
was supposed to be Clarendon's system, and by some splendid and popular
measure to win the confidence of the nation. Accordingly, in December,
1667, Temple received a despatch containing instructions of the highest im-

portance. The plan which he had so strongly recommended was approved
;

and he was directed to visit De Witt as speedily as possible, and to ascertain

whether the States were willing to enter into an offensive and defensive league

with England against the projects of France. Temple, accompanied by his

sister, instantly set out for the Hague, and laid the propositions of the Eng-
lish Government before the Grand Pensionary. The Dutch statesman an-

swered with characteristic straightforwardness, that he wasfully ready to agree

to a defensive confc'deracy, but that it was the fundamental principle of the

foreign policy of the States to make no offensive alliance under any circum-

stances whatsoever. \v'ith this answer Temple hastened from the Hagaie to

London, had an audience of the King, related what had passed between him-

self and De Witt, exerted himself to remove the unfavourable opinion which
had been conceived of the Grand Pensionary at the English court, and had

the satisfaction of succeeding in all his objects. On the evening of the first

of January, 1668, a council was held, at which Charles declared his resolu-

tion to unite with the Dutch on their own terms. Temple and his indefati
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.\ible sister immediately sailed again for the Ilayiie, and, after weathering

I violent storm in which they were very nearly lost, arrived in safety at the

I lace of their ilestination.

On this occasion, as on every other, the dealings between Temple and De
Witt were singularly fair and open. When they met, Temple began by re-

capitulating what had p;u-sed at their last interview. De W iit, who was as

little given to lying witli his face as with his tongiie, marked liis assent by
Jiis looks while the recapitulation proceeded, and, when it was concluded,

answered that Temple's memory was perfectly correct, and thanked him for

proceeding in so exact and sincere a manner. Temple then informed the

Grand Pensionary that the King of England had determined to close with

the proposal of a defensive alliance. De Witt had not expected so speedy
a resolution ; and his countenance indicated surprise as well as pleasure.

But he did not retract ; and it was speedily arranged that England and Hol-
land should unite for the purpose of compelling Louis to abide by the com-
promise which he had formerly offered. The next object of the two statesmen

was to induce another government to become a party to their league. The
victories of Gusta\-us and Torstenson, and the political talents of Oxensliern,

had obtained for Sweden a consideration in Europe, disproportioned to her

real power : the princes of Ts orthern Germany stood in great awe of her

;

and I)e Witt and Temple agreed that if she could be induced to accede to

the league, " it would be too strong a barfor France to venture on." Temple
went that same evening to Count Dona, the Swedish Minister at the Hague,
took a seat in the most unceremonious manner, and, with that air of frank-

ness and good-will by which he often succeeded in rendering his diplomatic
overtures acceptable, explained the scheme which was in agitation. Dona
was greatly pleased and flattered. He hatl not powers which would authorise

him to conclude a treaty of such importance. But he strongly advised
Temple and De Witt to do their part without delay, and seemed confident

that Sweden would accede. The ordinary course of public business in Hol-
land was too slow for the present emergency ; and De Witt appeared to have
some scruples about breaking through the established forms. But the

urgency and dexterity of Temple prevailed. The States General took the

responsil)ility of executing the treaty with a celerity unprecedented in the

annals of the federation, and indeed inconsistent with its fundamental laws.

The state of public feeling was, however, such in all the provinces, that this

irregularity was not merely pardoned but applauded. When the instrument
had been formally signed, the Dutch Commissioners embraced the English
Plenipotentiary with the warmest expressions of kindness and confidence.

"At Breda," exclaimed Temple, " we embraced as friends, here as brothers.

"

This memorable negotiation occupied only five days. De Witt compli-
mented Temple in high terms on having effected in so short a time what must,
under other management, have been the work of montiis ; and Temple, in

his despatches, spoke in equally high terms of De Witt. " I must add these

words, to do M. De Witt right, that I found him as plain, as direct and
square in the course of this business as any man could be, though often stiff

in points where he thought any advantage could accnie to his country ; and
have all the reason in the world to be satisfied with him ; and for his indus-

try, no man had ever more I am sure. For these five days at least neither

of us spent any idle hours, neither day nor night."

Sweden willingly acceded to the league, which is known in history by the

name of the Triple .Mliance ; and, after some signs of ill-humour on the part

of France, a general pacification was the result.

The Triple Alliance may be viewed in two lights, as a measure of foreign

policy, and as a measure of domestic policy ; and under both aspects it seems
to us deserving of all the praise which has Ijeen bestowed upon it.

Dr Lingard, whi is undoubtedlv a very able and well informed writer, but
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whose great fundamental rule of judging seems to be that the popular
opinion on a historical question cannot possibly be correct, speaks veiy slight-

ingly of this celebrated treaty ; and Mr Courtenay, who by no means regards

Temple with that profound veneration which is generally found in biographers,

has conceded, in our opinion, far too much to Dr Lingard.

The reasoning of Dr I.ingard is simply this. The Triple Alliance only
compelled Louis to make peace on the tenns on which, before the alliance

was formed, he had offered to make peace. How can it then be said that

this alliance arrested his career, and preserved Europe frbm his ambition?
Now, this reasoning is evidently of no force at all, except on the supposition

that I^ouis would liave held himself bound by his former offers, if the alliance

had not been formed ; and, if Dr Lingard thinks this a reasonable supposi-

tion, we should be disposed to say to him, in the words of that great poli-

tician, Mrs Western ;
" Indeed, brother, you would make a fine plenipo to

negotiate with the French. They would soon persuade you that they take
towns out of mere defensive principles." Our own impression is that Louis
made his offer only in order to avert some such measure as the Triple Alli-

ance, and adhered to his offer only in consequence of that alliance. He had
refused to consent to an armistice. He had made all his arrangements for a

winter campaign. In the very week in which Temple and the States con-

cluded their agreement at the Hague, Franche Comte was attacked by the

French armies, and in three weeks the whole province was conquered.

This prey Louis was compelled to disgorge. And what compelled him ?

Did the object seem to him small or contemptible ? On the contrary, the

annexation of Franche Comte to his kingdom was one of the favourite pro-

jects of his life. Was he withheld by regard for his word ? Did he, who
never in any other transaction of his reign showed the smallest respect for

the most solemn obligations of public faith, who violated the Treaty of the

Pyrenees, who violated the Treaty of Aix, who violated the Treaty of Nime-
guen, who violated the Partition Treaty, who violated the Treaty of Utrecht,

feel himself restrained by his word on this single occasion ? Can any person

who is acquainted with his character and with his whole policy doubt that,

if the neighbouring powers would have looked quietly on, he would instantly

have risen in his demands ? How then stands the case ? He wished to keep
Franche Comte. It was not from regard to his word that he ceded Franche
Comte. Why then did he cede Franche Comte ? We answer, as all Europe
Inswered at the time, from fear of the Triple Alliance.

But grant that Louis was not really stopped in his progress by this famous
league ; still it is certain that the world then, and long after, believed that

he was so stopped, and that this was the prevailing impression in France as

well as in other countries. Temple, therefore, at the very least, succeeded

in raising the credit of his country, and in lowering the credit of a rival

power. Here there is no room for controversy. No grubbing among old

state-papers will ever bring to light any document which will shake these

facts ; that Europe believed the ambition of France to have been curbed by
the three powers ; that England, a few months before the last among the

nations, forced to abandon her own seas, unable to defend the mouths of

her o\vn rivers, regained almost as high a place in the estimation of her

neighbours as she had held in the times of Elizabeth and Oliver ; and thaf

all this change of opinion was produced in five days by wise and resolute

counsels, without the firing of a single gun. That the Triple Alliance effected

this will hardly be disputed; and therefore, even if it effected nothing else,

it must still be regarded as a masterpiece of diplomacy.

Considered as a measure of domestic policy, this treaty seems to be equally

deserving of approbation. It did much to allay discontents, to reconcile the

sovereign with a people who had, under his wretched administration, Ije-
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come ashnmcd of him and of themselves. It was a kind of pledge for in-

ternal good govenmient. The foreign relations of the kingdom had at that

time the closest connection with our domestic policy. From the Restoration

to the accession of the House of Hanover, Holland and France were to

England what the right-hand horseman and the left-hand horseman in

Burger's fine ballad were to the Wildgraf, the good and the evil counsellor,

the angel of light and the angel of darkness. The ascendency of France was
inseparably connected with the prevalence of tyranny in domestic affairs.

The ascendency of Holland was as inseparably connected with the prevalence

of political lil)erty and of mutual toleration among Protestant sects. How
fatal and degrading an intluence Louis was destined to exercise on the Uri-

tish counsels, how great a deliverance our country was destined to owe to

the States, could not be foreseen when the Triple Alliance was concluded.

Yet even then all discerning men considered it as a good omen for the Eng-

lish constitution and the refomied religion, that the Government had at-

tached itself to Holland, and had assumed a firm and somewhat hostile

attitude towards France. The fame of this measure was the greater, be-

cause it stood so entirely ahjne. It was the single eminently good act per-

formed by the Government during the interval between the Restoration and

the Revolution.* Every pcrsan who had the smallest part in it, and some
who had no part in it at all, battled for a share of the credit. The most

parsimonious republicans were ready to grant money for the purpose of

carrying into eflfect the provisions of this popular alliance ; and thf^ gieat

Tory poet of that age, in his finest satires, repeatedly spoke with reverence

of the "triple bond."
This negotiation raised the fame of Temple both at home and abroad to

a great height, to such a height, indeed, as seems to have excited the

jealousy of his friend Arlington. While London and Amsterdam resounded

with acclamations of joy, the Secretary, in very cold official language, com-

municated to his friend the approbation of the King ; and, lavish as the

Government was of titles and of money, its ablest servant was neither

ennobled nor enriched.

Temple's next mission was to Aix-la-Chapelle, where a general congress

met for the purpose of perfecting the work of the Triple Alliance. On his

road he received abundant proofs of the estimation in which he was held.

Salutes were fired from the walls of the towns through which he passed
;

the population poured forth into the streets to see him ; and the magistrates

entertained him with speeches and banquets. After the close of the nego-

tiations at Aix he was ajjpointed Ambassador at the Hague. But in both

these missions he experienced much vexation from the rigid, and, indeed,

unjust parsimony of the Govemnjent. Profuse to many unworthy apjilicants,

the Ministers were niggardly to him alone. They secretly disliked his poli-

tics ; and they seem to have indemnified themselves for the humiliation of

adojning his measures, by cutting down his salary and delaying the settle-

ment of his outfit.

At the Hague he was received with cordiality by De Witt, and with the

most signal marks of respect by the States General. His situation was in

one point extremely delicate. The Prince of Orange, the hereditary chief

of the faction opposed to the administration of De Witt, was the nepliew of

Charles. To preserve the confidence of the ruling party, without showing

any want of respect to so near a relation of his own master, was no easy

task. But Temple acquitted himself so well, that he appears to have been

in great favour, both with the Cirand Pensionary and with the Prince.

In the main, the years which he spent at the Hague stem, in spite of some

* "The only good public thing that h.-ith been done since the King came into Eng-

Una."—Pepvs's Diary, February 14, 1667-8.
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pecuniary difficulties occasioned by the ill-will of the English Ministers, to

have passed very agreeably. He enjoyed the highest personal consideration.

He was surrounded by objects interesting in the highest degree to a man of

his observant turn of mind. He had no wearing labour, no heavy respon-

sibility ; and, if he had no opportunity of adding to his high reputation, he
ran no risk of impairing it.

But evil times were at hand. Though Charles had for a moment deviated

into a wise and dignified policy, his heart had always been with France ;

and France employed every means of seduction to lure him back. His im-

patience of control, his greediness for money, his passion for beauty, his

family affections, all his tastes, all his feelings, were practised on with the

utmost dexterity. His interior Cabinet was now composed of men such as

that generation, and that generation alone, produced ; of men at whose
audacious profligacy the renegades and jobbers of our own time look with
the same sort of admiring despair with which our sculptors contemplate the

Theseus, and our painters the Cartoons. To be a real, hearty, deadly enemy
of the liberties and religion of the nation was, in that dark conclave, an
honourable distinction, a distinction which belonged only to the daring and
impetuous Clifford. His associates were men to whom all creeds and all

constitutions were alike ; who were equall)i ready to profess the faith of

Geneva, of Lambeth, and of Rome ; who were equally ready to be tools

of power without any sense of loyalty, and stirrers of sedition without any
zeal for freedom.

It was hardly possible even for a man so penetrating as De V/itt to foresee

to wliat depths of wickedness and infamy this execrable administration

would descend. Yet, many signs of the great woe which was coming on
Europe, the visit of the Duchess of Orleans to her brother, the unexplained
mission of Buckingham to Paris, the sudden occupation of Lorraine by the

French, made the Crand Pensionary uneasy ; and his alarm increased when
he learned that Temple had received orders to repair instantly to London.
De Witt earnestly pressed for an explanation. Temple very sincerely re-

plied that he hojjed that the English Ministers would adhere to the prin-

ciples of the Triple Alliance. " I can answer," he said, " only for myself
15ut that I can do. If a new system is to be adopted, I will never have any
part in it. I have told the King so ; and I will make my words good. If

I return you will know more : and if I do not return you will guess more."
De Witt smiled, and answered that he would hope the best, and would do
all in his power to prevent others from forming unfavourable surmises.

In October, 1670, Temple reached London ; and all his worst suspicions

were immediately more than confirmed. He repaired to the Secretary's

house, and was kept an hour and a half waiting in the antechamber, whilst

Lord Asliley was closeted with Arlington. When at length the doors were
thrown open, Arlington was dry and cold, asked trifling questions about the

voyage, and tlien, in order to escajje from the necessity of discussing busi-

ness, called in his daughter, an engaging little girl of three years old, who
was long after described by poets " as dressed in all the bloom of smiling

nature," and whom P>elyn, one of the witnesses of her inauspicious mar-
riage, mournfully designated as " the sweetest, hopefuUest, most beautiful

child, and most virtuous too." Any particular conversation was impossible :

and Temple who, with all his constitutional or philosophical indifference,

was sufficiently sensitive on the .side of vanity, felt this treatment keenly.

The next day he offered himself to the notice of the King, who was snuffing

UJ1 the morning air and feuding his ducks in the Mall. Charles was civil,

but, like Arlington, carefully avoided all conversation on politics. Temple
found that all his most respectable friends were entirely excluded from the

secrets of the inner council, and were awaiting in anxiety and dread for what
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those mysterious; deliberations might produce. At length he obtained a

glimpse of light. The bold spirit and lierce passions orCliflbr(.l made him
the most unfit of all men to be the keeper of a momentous secret. lie told

Temple, with great vehemence, that the States hail behaved basely, that De
Witt was a rogu<^ and a rascal, that it was below the King of England, or

any other king, to have any thing to do with such wretches ; that this ought
to be made known to all the world, and that it was the duty of the Minister

at the Hague to declare it publicly. Temple commanded his temjier as

well as he could, and replied calmly and firmly, that he should make no
such declaration, and that, if he were called upon to give his opinion of the

States anil their Ministers, he would say exactly what he thought.

He now saw clearly that the tempest was gathering fast, that the great

alliance which he had fonned and over which lie had watched with parental

care was alx)ut to be dissolved, that times were at hand when it would lie

necessar>' for him, if he continued in public life, either to take part decidedly

against the Court, or to forfeit the high reputation which he enjoyed at home
and abroad. He began to make preparations for retiring altogether from
business; He enlarged a little' garden which he had purchased at Sheen, and
laid out some money in ornamenting his house there. He was still nominally

ambassador to Holland ; and the English Ministers continued during some
months to flatter the States with the hope that he would speedily return. At
length, in June, 1671, the designs of the Cabal were ripe. The infamous
treaty with France had been ratified. The .season of deception was past, and
that of insolence and violence had arrived. Temple received his formal dis-

mission, kissed the King's hand, was repaid for his services with some of

those vague compliments and promises which cost so little to the cold heart,

the easy temper, and the ready tongue of Charles, and quietly withdrew to

his little nest, as he called it, at Sheen.
There he amused himself with gardening, which he practised so successfully

that the fame of his fruit-trees soon spread far and wide. But letters were
his chief solace. He had, as we have mentioned, been from his youth in the

habit of diverting himself with composition. The clear and agreeable lan-

guage of his despatches had early attracted the notice of his employers ; and,

before the peace of Breda, he had, at the request of Arlington, published a

pamphlet on the war, of which nothing is now known, except that it had
some vogue at the time, and that Charles, not a contemptible judge, pro-

nounced it to be very well written. Temple had also, a short time before he
began to reside at the Hague, written a treatise on the state of Ireland, in

which he showed all the feelings of a Cromwellian. He had gradually formed
a style singularly lucid and melodious, superficially deformed, indeed, by
Gallicisms and Ilispanicisms, picked uj) in travel or in negotiation, but at the
bottom pure English, which generally flowed along with careless simplicity,

but occasionally rose even into Ciceronian magnificence. The length of his

sentences has often lx;en remarked. But in tnith this length is only apparent.
A critic who considers as one sentence every thing that lies between two full

stops will undoubtedly call Temple's sentences long. But a critic who
examines them carefully will find that they are not swollen by parenthetical
matter, that their structure is scarcely ever intricate, that they are formed
merely by accumulation, and that, by the simple process of now and then
leaving out a conjunction, and now and then substituting a full stop for a
semicolon, they might, without any alteration in the order of the words, be
broken up into very short peri(xls, with no sacrifice except that of euphony.
The long sentences of Hooker and Clarendon, on the contrary, are really

long sentences, and cannot be turned into short ones, without being entirely

'Aken to pieces.

The best known of the works which Temple composed during his first re-
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treat from official business are an Essay on Government, which seems to us
exceedingly childish, and an Account of the United Provinces, which we
value as a masterpiece in its kind. Whoever compares these two treatises

will probably agree with us in thinking that Temple was not a very deep or
accurate reasoner, but was an excellent observer, that he had no call to

philosophical speculation, but that he was qualified to excel as a writer of

Memoirs and Travels.

While Temple was engaged in these pursuits, the great storm which had
long been brooding over Europe burst with such fury as for a moment seemed
to threaten niin to all free governments and all Protestant churches. France
and England, without seeking for any decent pretext, declared war against

Holland. The immense armies of Louis poured across the Rhine, and in-

vaded the territoiy of the United Provinces. The Dutch seemed to be para-

lysed by terror. Great towns opened their gates to straggling parties. Regi-
ments flung dowai their arms without seeing an enemy. Cxuelderland,

Overyssel, Utrecht were overrun by the conquerors. The fires of the French
camp were seen from the walls of Amsterdam. In the first madness of

despair the devoted people turned their rage against the most illustrious of

their fellow-citizens. De Ruyter was saved with difficulty from assassins.

De Witt was torn to pieces by an infuriated rabble. No hope was left to the
Commonwealth, save in the dauntless, the ardent, the indefatigable, the un-
conquerable spirit which glowed under the frigid demeanour of the young
Prince of Orange.
That great man rose at once to the full dignity of his part, and approved

himself a worthy descendant of the line of heroes who had vindicated the

liberties of Europe against the House of Austria. Nothing could shake his

fidelity to his countiy, not his close connection with the royal family of

England, not the most earnest solicitations, not the most tempting offers.

The spirit of the nation, that spirit whiK,h had maintained the great conflict

against the gigantic power of Philip, revived in all its strength. Counsels,

such as are inspired by a generous despair, and are almost always followed
by a speedy dawn of hope, were gravely concerted by the statesmen of Hol-
land. To open their dykes, to man their ships, to leave their country, with
all its miracles of art and industry, its cities, its canals, its villas, its pastures,

and its tulip gardens, buried under the waves of the German ocean, to bear
to a distant climate their Calvinistic faith and their old Batavian liberties, to

fix, perhaps with happier auspices, the new Stadthouse of their Comnaon-
wealtli, under other stars, and amidst a strange vegetation, in the Si)ice

Islands of the Eastern seas ; such were the plans which they had the spirit

to form ; and it is seldom that men who have the spirit to form such plans
are reduced to the necessity of executing them.
The Allies had, during a short period, obtained success beyond their hopes.

This was their auspicious moment. They neglected to improve it. It passed
away ; and it returned no more. The Prince of Orange arrested the pro-

gress of the French armies. Louis returned to be amused and flattered at

Versailles. The country was under water. The winter approached. The
weather became stormy. The fleets of the combined kings could no longer

keep the sea. The republic had obtained a respite ; and the circumstances

were such that a respite was, in a military view, important, in a political view
almost decisive.

The alliance against Holland, formidable as it was, was yet of such a nature

that it could not succeed at all, unless it succeeded at once. The English

Ministers could not carry on the war without money. They could legally

obtain money only from the Parliament ; and they were most unwilling to

call the Parliament together. The measures which Charles had adopted at

home were even more unpopular than his foreign policy. He had bound
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himself by a treaty with Louis to reeslabUsh the CathoUc reHgion in Eng-

land ; and, in pursuance of this design, he had entered on the same path

which his brother afterwards trod with greater obstinacy to a more fatal end.

The King had annulled, by his own sole authority, the laws against Catholics

and other dissenters. The matter of the Declaration of Indulgence exas-

perated one half of his subjects, and the manner the other half. Liberal men
would have rejoiced to see a toleration granted, at least to all I'lotestant

sects. Many high churchmen had no oljjection to the King's dispensing

power. Bui a tolerant act done in an unconstitutional way excited the op-

position of all who were zealous either for the Church or for the privileges

of the people, that is to say, of ninety-nine Englishmen out of a hundred.

The Ministers were, therefore, most unwilling to meet the Houses. Lawless

and desperate as their counsels were, the boklest of them had too much value

for his neck to think of resorting to benevolences, privy-seals, ship-money,

or any of the other unlawful modes of extortion which had been familiar to

the preceding age. The audacious fraud of shutting up the Exchequer fur-

nishetl them with about twelve hundred thousand pounds, a sum which, even

in better hands than theirs, would not have sufficed for the war-charges of a

single year. And this was a step which could never be repeated, a step

which, like most breaches of public faith, was speedily found to have caused

pecuniary difficulties greater than those which it removed. All the money
that could be raised was gone ; Holland was not conquered ; and the King

had no resource but in a Parliament.

Had a general election taken place at this crisis, it is probable that the

country would have sent up representatives as resolutely hostile to the Court

as those who met in November, 1640 ; that the whole domestic and foreign

policy of the Government would have been instantly changed ; and that the

members of the Cabal would have expiated their crimes on Tower Hill.

But the House of Commons was still the same which had been elected

twelve years before, in the midst of the transports of joy, repentance, and

loyalty which followed the Restoration ; and no pains had been spared to

attach it to the Court by places, pensions, and bribes. To the great mass

of the people it was scarcely less odious than the Cabinet itself. Yet, though

it did not immediately proceed to those strong measures which a new House

would in all probability have adopted, it was sullen and unmanageable, and

undid, slowly indeed,' and by degrees, but most effectually, all that the

Mini.-ters had done. In one session it annihilated their system of internal

government. In a second session it gave a death-blow to their foreign policy.

The dispensing power was the first object of attack. The Commons
wouUl not expressly approve the war ; but neither did they as yet expressly

con<lemn it ; and they were even willing to grant the King a supply for the

purp<jse of continuing hostilities, on condition that he w<juld redress internal

grievances, among which the Declarationof Indulgence held the foremost |)lace.

.Shaftesbury, who was Chancellor, saw that the game was up, that he had

got all that was to l)e got by siding with despotism and I'opery, and that it

wxs high time to think of being a demagogue and a good Protestant. The
Lord Treasurer Clifford was marked out by his boldness, by his openness,

by his zeal for the Catholic religion, by something which, compared with

the villany of his colleagues, might almost be called honesty, to be the

scapegoat of the whole conspiracy. The King came in person to the I louse

of Peers for the purpose of requesting their Lordships to mediate between

him and the Commons touching the Declaration of Indulgence. He re-

mained in the House while his speech was taken into consideration ; a

common practice with him ; for the debates amused his sated mind, and

were sometimes, he used to say, as good as a comedy. A more sudden turn

his Majesty had certainly never seen in any comedy of intrigue, either at his
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own play-house or at Jhe Duke's, than that which this memorable debate
produced. The Lord Treasurer spoke with characteristic ardour and in-

trepidity in defence of the Declaration. When he sat down, the Lord
Chancellor rose from the woolsack, and, to the amazement of the King and
of the House, attacked Clifford, attacked the Declaration for which he had
himself spoken in Council, gave up the whole policy of the Cabinet, and
declared himself on the side of the House of Commons. Even that age had
not witnessed so portentous a display of impudence.
The King, by the advice of the French Court, which cared much more

about the war on the Continent than about the conversion of the English
heretics, determined to save his foreign policy at the expense of his plans in

favour of the Catholic church. He obtained a supply ; and in return for this

concession he cancelled the Declaration of Indulgence and made a formal
renunciation of the dispensing power before he prorogued the Houses.

But it was no more in his power to go on with the war than to maintain
his arbitrary system at home. His Ministry, betrayed within, and fiercely

assailed from without, went rapidly to pieces. Clifford threw down the

white staff, and retired to the woods of Ugbrook, vowing, with bitter tears,

that he would never again see that turbulent city, and that perfidious Court.

Shaftesbury was ordered to deliver up the Great Seal, and instantly carried

over his front of brass and his tongue of poison to the ranks of the Opposi-
tion. The remaining members of the Cabal had neither the capacity of the
late Chancellor, nor the courage and enthusiasm of the late Treasurer. They
were not only unable to carry on their former projects, but began to tremble
for their own lands and heads. The Parliament, as soon as it again met,
began to murmur against the alliance with France and the war with Holland

;

and the murmur gradually swelled into a fierce and terrible clamour. Strong
resolutions were adopted against Lauderdale and Buckingham. Articles of

impeachment were exhibited against Arlington. The Triple Alliance was
mentioned with reverence in every debate ; and the eyes of all men were
turned towards the quiet orchard, where the author of that great league was
amusing himself with reading and gardening.

Temple was ordered to attend the King, and was charged with the office

of n«s^otiating a separate peace with Holland. The Spanish Ambassador
to the Court of London had been empowered by the States General to treat

in their name. With him Temple came to a speedy agreement ; and in

three days a treaty was concluded.

The highest honours of the State were now within Temple's reach. After

the retirement of Clifford, the white staff had been delivered to Thomas
Osborne, soon after created Earl of Danby, who was related to Lady Temple,
and had, many years earlier, travelled and played tennis with Sir William.
Danby was an interested and dishonest man, but by no means destitute of

abilities or of judgment. He was, indeed, a far better adviser than any in

whom Charles had hitherto reposed confidence. Clarendon was a man of

another generation, and did not in the least understand the society which he
had to govern. The members of the Cabal were ministers of a foreign

power, and enemies of the Established Church ; and had in consequence
raised against themselves and their master an irresistible storm of national

and religious hatred. Danby wished to strengthen and extend the preroga-

tive ; but he had the sense to see that this could be done only by a complete
change of system. He knew the English people and the House of Commons ;

and he knew that the course which Charles had recently taken, if obstinately

pursued, might well end before the windows of the Banqueting-House. He
saw that the true policy of the Crown was to ally itself, not with the feeble,

the hated, the down-trodden Catholics, but with the powerful, the wealthy,

the popular, the dominant Church of England ; to trust for aid, not to a
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foreign Prince whose name was hateful to the British nation, and whose

succours could be obtained only on terms of vassalaye, but to the old Cava-

lier party, to the landcil gentry, the clergy, and the universities. By rallying

round the throne the whole strength of the Royalists and High-Churchmen,

and bv using without stint all the resources of corruption, he flattered him-

self that he could manage the Pariiament. That he failed is to be attributed

less to himself than to his master. Of the disgraceful dealings which were

still kept up with the French Court, Danby deser^•ed little or none of the

blame, though he suffered the whole punishment.

Danby, with great parliamentary talents, had paid little attention to

European politics, and wished for the help of some person on whom he

could rely in the foreign department. A plan was accordingly arranged for

making Temj.le Secretary of State. Arlington was the only member of the

Cabalwho still held office in Kngland. The temper of the House of Com-
mons made it necessary to remove him, or rather to require him to sell out

;

for at that time the great offices of State were bought and sold as commis-

sions in the army now are. Temple was informed that he should have the

Seals if he would pay Arlington six thousand pounds. The transaction had

nothing in it discreditable, "according to the notions of that age, and the

investment would have been a good one ; for we imagine that at that time

the gains which a Secretary of State might make, without doing any thing

considered as improper, were ver)- considerable. Temple's friends ofl'ered

to lend him the money ; but he was fully determined not to take a post of

so much responsibility in times so agitated, and under a Prince on whom so

little reliance could be placed, and accepted the embassy to the Hague,

leaving Arlington to find another purchaser.

P.efore Temple left England he had a long audience of the King, to whom
he spuke with great severity of the measures adopted by the late Ministry.

The King owned that things had turned out ill. "But," said he, "if I

had been well served, I might have made a good business of it." Temple
w as alarmed at this language, and inferred from it that the system of the

Cabal had not been abandonetl, but only suspended. He therefore thought

it his duty to go, as he expresses it, " to the bottum of the matter." He
strongly represented to the King the impossibility of establishing either

absolute government, or the Catliolic religion in England ; and concluded

by repeating an observation which he had heard at Bnissels from M. Gour-

ville, a very intelligent Frenchman well known to Charles :
•' A king of

England," said Gourville, " who is willing to be the man of his people, is

the greatest king in the world ; but if he wishes to be more, by heaven he is

nothing at all I " The King betrayed some symjitoms of impatience dunng
this lecture ; but at last he laid his hand kindly on Temple's shoulder, and
said, " You are right, and so is Gourville ; and I will be the man of my
people."

With this assurance Temple repaired to the Hague in July, 1674. Hol-

land wxs now secure, and France was surroimded on every side by enemies.

Spain and the Empire were in arms for the purpose of compelling Louis to

abandon all that he had acquired since the treaty of the Pyrenees. A con-

gress for the purpose of putting an end to the war was oi)ened at Nime-
guen under the mediation of England in 1675 ; and to that congress

Temple was deputed. The work of conciliation, however, went on very

slowly. The belligerent powers were still .sanguine, and the mediating

power was unsteady and insincere.

In the mean time the Opposition in England became more and more for-

midable, and seemed fully determined to force the King into a war with

France. Charles was desirous of making some appointments which might

strengthen the administration and conciliate the confidence of the public.
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No man was more esteemed by the nation than Temple
;
yet he had never

been concerned in any opposition to any government. In July, 1677, he
was sent for from Nimeguen. Charles received him with caresses, earnestly

pressed him to accept the seals of Secretary of State, and promised to bear
half the charge of buying out the present holder. Temple was charmed by
the kindness and politeness of the King's manner, and by the liveliness of

his Majesty's conversation ; but his prudence was not to be so laid asleep.

He calmly and steadily excused himself. The King affected to treat his

excuses as mere jests, and gaily said, " Go ; get you gone to Sheen. We
shall have no good of you till you have been there ; and when you have
rested yourself, come up again." Temple withdrew, and staid two days at

his villa, but returned to town in the same mind ; and the King was forced

to consent at least to a delay.

But while Temple thus carefully shunned the responsibility of bearing a

part in the general direction of affairs, he gave a signal proof of that never-

failing sagacity which enabled him to find out ways of distinguishing him-
self without risk. He had a principal share in bringing about an event

which was at the time hailed with general satisfaction, and which sid)-

sequently produced consequences of the highest importance. This was the

marriage of the Prince of Orange and the Lady Mary.
In the following year Temple returned to the Hague ; and thence he

was ordered, in the close of 1678, to repair to Nimeguen, for the purpose
of signing the hollow and unsatisfactory treaty by which the distractions of

Europe were for a short time suspended. He grumbled much at being

required to affi.x his name to bad articles wliich he had not framed, and
still more at having to travel in very cold weather. After all, a difficulty

of etiquette prevented him from signing, and he returned to the Hague.
Scarcely had he arrived there when he received intelligence that the King,

wliose embarrassments were now far greater than ever, was fully resolved

inimediately to appoint him Secretary of State. He a third time declined

tiiat liigh post and began to make pre])arations for a journey to Italy

;

thinking, doubtless, that he should spend his time much more pleasantly

among pictures and ruins than in such a whirlpool of political and rehgious

frenzy as was then raging in London.
But the King was in extreme necessity, and was no longer to be so easily

put off. Temple received positive orders to repair instantly to England.
He obeyed, and found the country in a state even more fearful than that

which he had pictured to himself.

Those are terrible conjunctures when the discontents of a nation, not

light and capricious discontents, but discontents which have been steadily

increasing during a long series of years, have attained their full maturity.

The discerning few predict the approach of these conjunctures, but predict

in vain. To tlie many, the evil .season comes as a total eclipse of tlie sun

at noon comes to a people of savages. Society wliich, but a short time

before, was in a state of perfect repose, is on a sudden agitated with the

most fearful convulsions, and seems to be on the verge of dissolution ; and
the rulers wlio, till the mischief was beyond the reach of all ordinary

remedies, had never liestowed one thought on its existence stand bewildered

and panic-stricken, without hope or resource, in the midst of the confusion.

One such conjuncture this generation has seen. God grant that we may
never see another. At such a conjuncture it was that Temple landed on
English ground in the beginning of 1679.

The Parliament had obtained a glimpse of the King's dealings with

France ; and their anger had been unjustly directed against Danby, whose
conduct as to that matter had been, on the whole, desei-ving rather of praise

than of censure. The Popish Plot, the murder of Godfrey, the infamous
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inventions of Oates, ihe discovery of Colman's letters, had excited the nation

to madness. All the disafTection which had been generated hy eighteen years

of niisgovemment had come to the liirth together. At this moment the King
had been advised to dissolve that Parliament which had been elected just

after his restoration, ami which, though its composition had since that time

been greatly altered, was still far more deeply imbued with the old cava-

lier spirit than any that had preceded, or that was likely to follow it. The
general election had commenced, and was proceeding with a degree of

excitement never before known. The tide ran furiously against the Court.

It was clear that a majority of the new House of Commons would be, to

U8e a word which came into fashion a few months later, decided Whigs.
Charles had found it necessary to yield to the violence of the public feeling.

The Duke of York was on the point of retiring to Holland. " I never,"

says Temple, who had seen the abolition of monarchy, the dissolution of

the Long Parliament, the fall of the Protectorate, the declaration of Monk
against the Kump, " I never saw greater disturbance in men's minds."
The King now with the utmost urgency besought Temple to take the seals.

The pecuniai-y part of the arrangement no longer presented any dilTiculty
;

and Sir \Villiam was not quite so decided in his refusal as he had formerly

been. He took three days to consider the ])osture of affairs, and to examine
his own feelings ; and he came to the conclusion that "the scene was unfit

for such an actor as he knew himself to be." Yet he felt that, by refusing

help to the King at such a crisis, he might give much offence and incur much
censure. He shaped his course with his usual dexterity. He affected to be
very desirous of a seat in Parliament

;
yet he contrived to be an unsuccessful

candidate ; and, when all the writs were returned, he represented that it

would be useless for him to take the seals till he could procure admittance
to the House of Commons ; and in this manner he succeeded in avoiding
the greatness which others desired to thrust upon him.

The Parliament met ; and the violence of its proceedings surpassed all ex-

pectation. The Long Parliament itself, with much greater provocation, had

at its commencement been less violent. The Treasurer was instantly driven

from office, impeached, sent to the Tower. Sharp and vehement votes were
pa.ssed on the subject of the Popish Plot. The Commons were prepared to

go much further, to wrest from the King his prerogative of mercy in cases

of high political crimes, and to alter the succession to the Crown. Charles
was thoroughly perplexed and dismayed. Temple saw him almost daily,

and thought him impressed with a deep sense of his errors, and of the

miserable state into which they had brought him. Their conferences became
longer and more confidential : and Temple began to flatter himself with the

hope that he might be able to reconcile i)arties at home as he had reconciled

hostile States abroad ; that he might be able to suggest a plan which should
allay all heats, efface the memory of all past grievances, secure the nation

from misgovemment, and protect the Crown against the encroachments of
Parliament.

Temple's plan was that the existing Privy Council, which consisted of fifty

members, should be dissoh'ed, that there should no longer he a small interior

council, like that which is now designated as the Cabinet, that a new Privy
Council of thirty members should be appointed, and that the King should
pledge himself to govern by the constant advice of this body, to suffer all his

affairs of every kind to \>c freely debated there, and not to reserve any part

of the pubiic business for a secret committee.

Fifteen of the members of this new council were to l)e great officers of
State. The other fifteen were to Ix; indejiendent noblemen and gentlemen
of the greatest weight in the country. Tnijipointing them particular regard
was to he had to the amount of their property. The whole annual income

P
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of the councillors was estimated at ;^300,ooo. The annual income of all

the members of the House ofCommons was not supposed to exceed £^qo,ooo.
The appointment of wealthy councillors Temple describes as " a chief regard,

necessary to this Constitution."

This plan was the subject of frequent conversation between the King and
Temple. After a month passed in discussions to which no third person ap-

pears to have been pirivy Charles declared himself satisfied of the expediency
of the proposed measure, and resolved to carry it into effect.

It is much to be regretted that Temple has left us no account of these

conferences. Historians have, therefore, been left to form their own con-

jectures as to the object of this very extraordinary plan, "this Constitution,"

as Temple himself calls it. And we cannot say that any explanation which
has yet been given seems to us quite satisfactory. Indeed, almost all the

writers whom we have consulted appear to consider the change as merely a
change of administration, and so considering it, they generally applaud it.

Mr Cfjurtenay, who has evidently examined this subject with more attention

than has often been bestowed upon it, seems to think Temple's scheme veiy

strange, unintelligible, and absurd. It is with very gi'eat diffidence that we
offer our own solution of what we have always thought one of the great

riddles of English history. We are strongly inclined to suspect that the

appointment of the new Privy Council was really a much more remarkable

event than has generally been supposed, and that what Temple had in view

was to effect, under colour of a change of administration, a permanent change
in the Constitution.

The plan, considered merely as a plan for the fonnation of a Cabinet, is

so obviously inconvenient, that we cannot easily believe this to have been
Temple's chief object. The number of the new Council alone would be a

most serious objection. The largest cabinets of modern times have not, we
believe, consisted of more than fifteen members. Even this number has

generally been thought too large. The Marquess Wellesley, whose judg-

ment on a question of executive administration is entitled to as much respect

as that of any statesman that England ever produced, expressed, during the

ministerial negotiations of the year 1812, his conviction that even thirteen

was an inconveniently large number. But in a Cabinet of thirty members
what chance could there be of finding unity, secrecy, expedition, any of the

qualities which such a body ought to possess ? If, indeed, the members of

such a Cabinet were closely bound together by interest, if they all had a

deep stake in the permanence of the Administration, if the majority were
dependent on a small number of leading men, the thirty might perhaps act as

a smaller number would act, though more slowly, more awkwardly, and with

more risk of improper disclosures. But the Council which Temple proposed

was so framed that if, instead of thirty members, it had contained only ten,

it would still have been the most unwieldy and discordant Cabinet that ever

sat. One half of the members were to be persons holding no office, persons

who had no motive to compromise their opinions, or to take any share of

the responsibility of an unpopular measure, persons, therefore, who might

be expected, as often as there might be a crisis requiring the most cordial

co-operation, to draw off from the rest, and to throw every difficulty in the

way of the public business. The circumstance that they were men of

enormous private wealth only made the matter worse. The House of Com-
mons is a checking body ; and therefore it is desirable that it should, to a

great extent, consist of men of independent fortune, who receive nothing and

expect notliing from the Government. But with executive boards the case

is quite different. Their business is not to check, but to act. The very

same things, therefore, which are the virtues of Parliaments may be vices in

Cabinets. We caa hardly conceive a greater curse to the country than ar
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Administration, the members of which should be as perfectly independent
of each utiier, and as httic under the necessity of making mutual concessions, as

the representatives of I .f)ndon and Devonshire in the 1 louse of Commons are

and ought to be. Now Temple's new Council was to contain fifteen members,
who were to hold no offices, and the average amount of whose private estates

was ten thousand pounds a year, an income which, in proportion to the

wants of a man of rank of that period, was at least cijual to thirty thousand
a year in our time. Was it to be expected that such men would gratuitously

take on themselves the labour and responsibility of Ministers, and the un-

popularity which the best Ministers must sometimes be prepared to brave?
Could there be any doubt that an Opposition would soon be fonned within

the Cabinet itself, and that the consequence would be disunion, altercation,

tardmess in operations, the divulging of secrets, every thing most alien from
the nature of an executive council ?

Is it possible to imagine that considerations so giave and so obvious should
have altogether escaped the notice of a man of Temple's sagacity and ex-

perience ? One of two things appears to us to be certain, either that his

troject has been misunderstood, or that his talents for public affairs have
een overrated.

We lean to the opinion that his project has been misunderstood. His new
Council, as we have shown, would have been an e.xceedingly bad Cabinet.

The inference which we are inclined \.o draw is this, that he meant his Coun-
cil to serve some other purpose than that of a mere Cabinet. Barillon used
four or five words which contain, we think, the key of the whole mystery.

Mr Courtenay calls them pithy words ; but he does not, if we are right,

apprehend their whole force. "Ce sont," said Barillon, "des Etats, non
des conseils."

In order clearly to understand what we imagine to have been Temple's
views, the reader must remember that the Government of England was at

that moment, and had been during nearly eighty years, in a state of tran-

sition. A change, not the less real or the less extensive because disguised

under ancient names and forms, was in constant progress. The theory of

the Constitution, the fundamental laws which fix the powers of the three

branches of the legislature, under\vent no material change between the time
of Elizabeth and the time of William the Third. The most celebrated laws
of the seventeenth century on those subjects, the Petition of Right, the

Declaration of Right, are purely declaratory. They purport to be merely
recitals of the old polity of England. They do not establish free govern-

ment as a salutary improvement, but claim it a.s an undoubted and imme-
morial inheritance. Nevertheless, there can be no doubt that, during the

period of which we speak, all the mutual relations of all the ordere of the

State dill practically undergo an entire change. The letter of the law
might be unaltered ; but, at the beginning of the seventeenth century, the

power of the Cro\vn was, in fact, decidedly predominant in the State ; and
at the end of that century the power of Parliament, and especially of the

Lower House, had become, in fact, decidedly predominant. At the begin-

ning of the century, the sovereign peq^etually violated, with little or no
opposition, the clear privileges of Parliament. At the close of the century,

the Parliament had virtually drawn to itself just as much as it chose of the

prerogative of the Crown. The sovereign retained the shadow of that

authority of which the Tudors had held the substance. He had a legislative

veto which he never ventured to exercise, a power of appointing Ministers

whom an address of the Commons could at any moment force him to dis-

card, a power of declaring war which, without Parliamentary support,

could not be carried on for a single day. The Houses of Parliament were
now not mere legislative asserabUes, not merely checking a.ssemblies. They
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were great Councils of State, whose voice, when loudly and firmly raised,

was decisive on all questions of foreign and domestic policy. There was no
part of the whole system of Government with which they had not power to

interfere by advice equivalent to command ; and, if they abstained from inter-

meddling with some departments of vhe executive administration, they were
withheld from doing so only by their own moderation, and by the confidence

wliich they reposed in the Ministers of the Crown. There is perhaps no other

instance in history of a change so complete in the real constitution of an
empire, unaccompanied by any corresponding change in the theoi^etical con-

stitution. The disguised transformation of the Roman commonwealth into

a despotic monarchy, under the long administration of Augustus, is perhaps

the nearest parallel.

This great alteration did not take place without strong and constant resist-

ance on the part of the kings of the House of Stuart. Till 1642, that resist-

ance was generally of an open, violent, and lawless nature. If the Com-
mons refused supplies, the sovereign levied a benevolence. If the Com-
mons impeached a favourite minister, the sovereign threw the chiefs of the

Opposition into prison. Of these efforts to keep down the Parliament by
despotic force, without the pretext of law, the last, the most celebrated, and
the most wicked was the attempt to seize the five members. That attempt

was the signal for civil war, and was followed by eighteen years of blood

and confusion.

The days of trouble passed by ; the exiles returned ; the throne was again

set up in its high place ; the peerage and the hierarchy recovered their

ancient splendour. The fundamental laws which had been recited in the

Petition of Right were again solemnly recognised. The theory of the Eng-

lish constitution was the same on the day when the hand of Charles the Second

was kissed by the kneeling Houses at Whitehall as on the day when his

father set up the royal standard at Nottingham. There was a short period

of doting fondness, a hysterica passio of loyal repentance and love. But

emotions of this sort are transitory ; and the interests on which depends the

progress of great societies are permanent. The transport of reconciliation

was soon over ; and the old straggle recommenced.
The old struggle recommenced ; but not precisely after the old fashion.

The sovereign was not indeed a man whom any common warning would
have restrained from the grossest violations of law. But it was no common
warning that he had received. All around him were the recent signs of the

vengeance of an oppressed nation, the fields on which the noblest blood of the

island had been poured forth, the castles shattered by the cannon of the

Parliamentary armies, the hall where sat the stern tribunal to whose bar had
been led, through lowering ranks of pikemen, the captive heir of a hundred

kings, the stately pilasters before which the great execution had been so

fearlessly done in the face of heaven and earth. The restored Prince, ad-

monished by the fate of his father, never ventured to attack his Parliaments

with open and arbitrary violence. It was at one time by means of the

Parliament itself, at another time by means of the courts of law, that he

attempted to regain for the Crown its old predominance. He began with

great advantages. The Parliament of 1661 was called while the nation was
still full of joy and tenderness. The great majority of the House of Com-
mons were zealous royalists. All the means of influence which the patron-

age of the Crown afforded were used without limit. Bribery was reduced

to a system. The King, when he could spare money from his pleasures for

nothing else, could spare it for purposes of corraption. While the defence

of the coasts was neglected, while ships rotted, while arsenals lay empty,

while turbulent crowds of unpaid seamen swarmed in the streets of the sea-

ports, something could still be scraped together in the Treasury for the mem-
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bars of the House <>f Commons. The gold of France was largely employed
for the same puqiose. Vet it was found, as indeed might have been fore-

seen, that there is a natural limit to the eflect which can he produced by
means like these. There is one thing which the most cornipt senates are

unwilling ti> sell ; and that is the power which makes them worth buying.

The same selfish motives which induced them to take a price for a particular

vote induce them to oppose every measure of which the effect would l>e to

lower the importance, and consequently the price, of their votes. About
the income of their power, so to speak, they are quite ready to make bargains.

Hut they are not exsily persuaded to part with any fragment of the principal.

It is curious to observe how, during the long continuance of this Parliament,

the Pensionar)' Parliament as it was nicknamed by contemporaries, thou;;h

every circumstance seemed to be favourable to the Crown, the power of the

Crown was constantly .sinking, and that of the Commons constantly rising.

The meetings of the Houses were more frequent than in former reigns ; their

interference was more harassing to the Covemment than in fuinier reigns
;

they had begun to make peace, to make war, to pull down, if they did not
.set up, administrations. Abready a new class of statesmen had appeared,
unheard of before that time, Vjut common ever since. Under the Tudors
and the earlier Stuarts, it was generally by courtly arts, or by official skill

and knowledge, that a politician raised himself to power. From the time
of Charles the .Second down to our own days a different species of talent,

parliamentary talent, has been the must valuable of all the qualifications of

an English statesman. It has stood in the place of all other acquirements.
It has covered ignorance, weakness, rashness, the most fatal maladministra-
tion. A great negotiator is nothing when compared with a great debater

;

and a Minister who can make a successful speech need trouble himself little

about an unsuccessful expedition. This is the talent which has made judges
without law, and diplomatists without French, which ha.s sent to the Admir-
alty men who did not know the stem of a ship from her bowsprit, and to

the India Board men who did not know the difference between a rupee and
a pagoda, which made a foreign secretary of Mr Pitt, who, as George the
Second said, had never opened Vattcl, and which was very near making a
Chancellor of the Exchequer of Mr Sheridan, who could not work a sum
in long division. This was the sort of talent which raised Clifford from
obscurity to the head of affairs. To this talent Osbonie, by birth a simple
country gentleman, owed his white staff, his ganer, and his dukedom. The
encroachment of the power of the Parliament on the power of the Crown '

resembled a fatality, or the operation of some great law of nature. The
will of the individual on the throne, or of the individuals in the two Houses,
seemed to go for nothing. The King might be eager to encroach

; yet
something constantly drove him back. The Parliament might be loyal,

even servile ; yet something constantly urged them forward.

These things were done in the green tree. What then wa.s likely to be
done in the dry? The Popish Plot and the general election came together,
and found a people predisposed to the most violent excitation. The com-
position of the Ilouse of Commons was changed. The Legislature was filled

with men who leaned to RepuV-ilicanism in politics, and to Presbyterianism
in religion. Tliey no sooner met than they commenced an attack on the
Government which, if successful, must have made them supreme in the State.

Where was this to end ? To us who have seen the solution the question
presents few difficulties. But to a statesman of the age of Charles the
Second, to a statesman who wished, without depriving the Parliament of its

privileges, to maintain the monarch in his old supremacy, it must have ap-
peared ver>- perplexing.

Clarendon had, when Minister, struggled, honestly, perhaps, but. as was
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his wont, obstinately, proudly, and offensively, against the growing power
of the Commons. He was for allowing them their old authority, and not

one atom more. He would never have claimed for the Crown a right to

levy taxes from the people without the consent of Parliament. But when
the Parliament, in the first Dutch war, most properly insisted on knowing
how it was that the money which they had voted had produced so little

efifect, and began to inquire through what hands it had passed, and on what
services it had been expended, Clarendon considered this as a monstrous
innovation. He told the King, as he himself says, "that he could not be
too indulgent in the defence of the privileges of ParRarnent, and that he

hojied he would never violate any of them ; but he desired him to be equally

solicitous to prevent the excesses in Parliament, and not to suffer them to

extend their jurisdiction to cases they have nothing to do with ; and that to

restrain them within their proper bounds and limits is as necessary as it is to

preserve them from being invaded; and that this was such a new encroachment
as had no bottom." This is a single instance. Others might easily be given.

The bigotry, the strong passions, the haughty and disdainful temper,

which made Clarendon's great abilities a source of almost unmixed evil to

himself and to the public, had no place in the character of Temple. To
Temple, however, as well as to Clarendon, the rapid change which was
taking place in the real working of the Constitution gave great disquiet

;

particularly as Temple had never sat in the English Parliament, and there-

fore regarded it with none of the predilection which men naturally feel for

a body to which they belong, and for a theatre on which their own talents

have been advantageously displayed.

To wrest by force from the House of Commons its newly acquired powers
was impossible ; nor was Temple a man to recommend such a stroke, even
if it had been possible. But was it possible that the House of Commons
might be induced to let those powers drop ? Was it possible that, as a great

revolution had been effected without any change in the outward form of the

tjovernment, .so a great counter-revolution might be effected in the same
manner? Was it possible that the Crown and the Parliament might be
placed in nearly the same relative position in whicli they had stood in the

reign of Elizabeth, and that this might be done without one sword drawn,
without one execution, and with the general acquiescence of the nation?

The English people—it was probably thus that Temple argued—will not

bear to l)e governed by the unchecked power of the sovereign, nor ought
they to be so governed. At present there is no check but the Parliament.

The limits which separate the power of checking those wlio govern from the

power of governing are not easily to be defined. The Parliament, there-

fore, supported by the nation, is rapidly drawing to itself all the powers of

Government. If it were possible to frame some other check on the power
of the Crown, some check which might be less galling to the sovereign than

that by which he is now constantly tormented, and yet which might appear
to the people to be a tolerable security against maladministration. Parlia-

ments would probably meddle less ; and they would be less supported by
pubhc opinion in their meddling. That tlie King's hands may not he rudely

tied by others, he must consent to tie them lightly himself. That the exe-

cutive administration may not be usurjied by the checking body, something

of the character of a checking body must be given to the body which con-

ducts the executive administration. The Parliament is now arrogating to

itself every day a larger share of the functions of the Privy Council. We
must stop the evil by giving to the Privy Council something of the consti-

tution of a Parliament. Let the nation see that all the King's measures are

directed by a Cabinet composed of representatives of every order in the

State, by a Cabinet which contains, not placemen alone, but independent
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and popular noblemen and gentlemen who have larj,'e estates and no salaries,

and who are not likely to sacrifice the public welfare in which they iiave a

deep stake, and the credit which they have obtained with the country, to

the pleasure of a Court from which they receive nothing. When the ordi-

nary' administration is in such hands as these, the people will be quite con-

tent to see the Parliament become, what it formerly was, an extraordinary

check. They will be quite willing that the House of Commons should

meet only once in three years for a short session, and should take as little

part in matters of stale as' it diil a hundred years ago.

Thus we believe that Temple reasoned : for on this hypothesis his scheme

is intelligible ; and on any other hypothesis his scheme appears to us, as it

docs to Mr Courtenay, exceedingly absurd and unmeaning. This Council

was strictly what Barillon called it, an Assembly of States. There are the

representatives of all the great sections of the community, of the Church, of

the law, of the Peerage, of the Commons. The exclusion of one half of the

councillors from office under the Crown, an exclusion which is quite absurd

when we consider the Council merely as an executive board, becomes at

once perfectly reasonable when we consider the Council as a body intended

to restrain the Crown as well as to exercise the powers of the Crown, to

j)eifomi some of the functions of a Parliament as well as the functions of a

Cabinet. We see, too, why Temple dwelt so much on the private wealth

of the members, why he instituted a comparison between their united in-

comes and the united incomes of the members of the House of Commons.
Such a parallel would have been idle in the case of a mere Cabinet. It is

extremely significant in the case of a body intended to supersede the House
of Commoiis in some very important functions.

We can hardly help thinking that the notion of this Parliament on a small

scale was suggested to Temple by what he had himself seen in the United

Provinces. The original Assembly of the States General consisted, as he

tells us, of above eight hundred persons. But this great body was repre-

sented by a smaller Council of about thirty, which bore the name and

exercised the powers of the Slates General. At last the real States alto-

gether ceased to meet ; and their power, though still a part of the theory of

the Constitution, became obsolete in practice. We do not, of course, imagine

that Temple either expected or wished that Parliament should be thus dis-

used ; but he did expect, we think, that something like what had happened

in Holland would happen in England, and that a large portion of the func-

tions lately assumed by Parliament would be quiedy transferred to the

miniature Parliament which he proposed to create.

Had this plan, with some motiifications, been tried at an earlier period, in

a more composed state of the public mind, and by a better sovereign, we
are by no means certain that it might not have effected the purpose for which

it was designed. The restraint imposed on the King by the Council of Thirty,

whom he had himself chosen, would have teen feeble indeed when com-
pared with the restraint imposed by Parliament. But it would have been

more constan:. It would have acted every year, and all the year round ;

and before the Revolution the sessions of Parliament were short and the

recesses long. The advice of the Council would probably have prevented

any veiy monstrous and scandalous measures ; and would consequently liave

prevented the discontents which follow such measures, and the salutary Ijws

which are the fruit of such discontents. We believe, for example, that the

second Dutch war would never have been approved by such a Council as that

which Temple proposed. We are quite certain that the shutting up of the

Exchequer would never even have been mentioned in such a Council. The
people, pleased to think that Lord Russell, Lord Cavendish, and MrPowIe,
unplaced and unpensioncd, were daily representing their grievances and
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defending their rights in the Royal presence, would not have pined quite so

much for the meeting of Parliaments. The Parliament, when it met, would
have found fewer and less glaring abuses to attack. There would have been

less misgovernment and less reform. We should not have been cursed with

the Cabal, or blessed with the Habeas Corpus Act. In the mean time the

Council, considered as an executive Council, would, unless some at least of

its powers had been delegated to a smaller body, have been feel)le, dilatory,

divided, unfit for every thing which requires secrecy and despatch, and pecu-

liarly unfit for the administration of war.

The Revolution put an end, in a very different way, to the long contest

between the King and the Parliament. From that time, the House of Com-
mons has been predominant in the State. The Cabinet has really been, from

that time, a committee nominated by the Crown out of the prevailing party

in Parliament. Though the minority in tlie Commons are constantly pro-

jiosing to condemn executive measui-es, or to call for papers which may
enable the House to sit in judgment on such measures, these propositions

are scarcely ever carried ; and, if a proposition of this kind is carried against

the Government, a change of Ministry almost necessarily follows. Growing
and struggling power always gives more annoyance and is more unmanage-

al)le than established power. The House of Commons gave infiniteiy more
trouble to the Ministers of Charles the Second than to any Ministers of later

times ; for, in the time of Charles the Second, the House was checking

Ministers in whom it did not confide. Now that its ascendency is fully

established, it either confides in Ministers or turns them out. This is un-

doubtedly a far better state of things than that which Temple wished to

introduce. The modem Cabinet is a far better Executive Council than his.

The worst House of Commons that has sate since the Revolution was a far

more efficient check on missovernment thin his fifteen independent coun-

cillors would have been. Yet, every thing considered, it seems to us that

his plan was the work of an observant, ingenious, and fertile mind.

On this occasion, as on eveiy occasion on which he came prominently for-

ward, Temple had the rare good fortune to please the public as well as the

Sovereign. The general exultation was great when it was known that the

old Council, made up of the most odious tools of power, was dismissed, that

small interior committees, rendered odious by the recent memory of the

Cabal, were to be disused, and that the King would adopt no measure till

it had been discussed and a]iproved by a body, of which one half consisted

of indej^endent gentlemen and noblemen, and in which such persons as

Russell, Cavendish, and Temple himself had seats. Town and country were

in a ferment of joy. The bells were rung ; bonfires were lighted ; and the

acclamations of England were echoed by the Dutch, who considered the

influence obtained by Temple as a certain omen of good for Europe. It is,

indeed, much to the honour^ of his sagacity that every one of his great

measures should, in such times, have pleased every party which he had any

interest in pleasing. This was the case with the Triple Alliance, with the

treaty which concluded the second Dutch war, with the marriage of the

Prince of Orange, and, finally, with the institution of this new Council.

The only people who grumbled were those popular leaders of the House
of Commons who were not among the Thirty ; and, if our view of the

mej^sure be correct, they were precisely the people who had good reason to

gramble. They were precisely tlie people whose activity and whose influ-

ence the new Council was intended to destroy.

But there was very soon an end of the bright hopes and loud ajjplauses

with which the publication of this scheme had been hailed. The perfidious

levity of the King and the ambition of the chiefs of parties produced the

instant, entire, and irremediable failure of a plan which nothing but firmness,
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public spirit, and self-denial, on the part of all conceme<l in it could conduct

to a happy issue. Kven before the project was divulged, its author had

already found reason to apprehend that it would fail. C'onsidirable difficulty

was cxi^erienced in framing the list of councillors. There weie two men in

particular about whom the King and Temple could not agree, two men
deeply tainted with the vices common to the English statesmen of that age,

but unrivalled in talents, address, and influence. These were the Earl of

Shaftesbur)-, and George Savile Viscount Halifax.

It was a favourite exercise among the Greek sophists to write pancgj'rics

on characters proverbial for depravity. One pififessor of rhetoric sent to

Isocrates a panegvric on Busiris ; and Isocrates himself wrote another which

has come down to us. It is, we presume, from an ambition of the same

kind th.it some writers have lately shown a disposition to eulogize .Shaftes-

bury. But the attempt is vain. The charges against him rest on evidence

not to lie invalidated by any arguments which human wit can devise, or by

any information which may be found in old trunks and escrutoires.

It is certain that, just before the Restoration, he declared to the Regicides

that he would be damned, body and soul, rather than suffer a hair of their

heads to be hurt, and that, .just after the Restoration, he was one of the

jiidges who sentenced them to death. It is certain that he was a principal

member of the most profligate Administration ever known, and that he was

afterwards a principal member of the most profligate Opposition ever known.

It is certain thot, in power, he did not scruple to violate the great funda-

mental principle of the Constitution, in order to exalt the Catholics, and

that, out of power, he did not scruple to violate every principle of justice,

in order to destroy them. There were in that age some honest men, such

as William Penn, who valued toleration so highly that they would willingly

have seen it established even by an illegal exertion of the prerogative. There

were many honest men who dreaded arbitrary power so much that, on ac-

count of the alliance betAveen Popery and arbitrary power, they were dis-

posed to grant no toleration to Papists. On both those classes we look with

indulgence, though we think both in the wrong. But Shaftesbury belonged

to neither class. He united all that was worst in both. P'rom the misguided

friends of toleration he borrowed their contempt for the Constitution, and

from the misguided friends of civil liberty their contempt for the rights of

conscience. We never can admit that his conduct as a member of the Cabal

was redeemed by his conduct as a leader of Opposition. On the contrarj-,

his life was such t+jat every part of it, as if by a skilful contrivance, reflects

infamy on every other. We should never have known how abandoned a

Jrostitute he was in place, if we had not known how desperate an incen-

iary he was out of it. To judge of him fairly, we must bear in mind that

the Shaftesbury who, in office, was the chief author of the Declaration of

Indulgence, was the same Shaftesbury who, out of office, excited and kept

up the savage hatred of the rabble of London against the very class to whom
that Declaration of Indulgence was intended to give illegal relief.

It is amusing to see the excuses that are made for him. We will give two

specimens. It is acknowledged that he was one of the Ministry which made

the alliance with France again'^t Holland, and that this alliance was most

pernicious. What, then, is the defence? Even this, that he betrayed his

master's counsels to the Electors of Saxony and Brandenburg, and tried to

rouse all the Protestant powers of (iermany to defend the .States. Again,

it is acknowledged that he was deeply concerned in the Declaration of In-

dulgence, and that his conduct on this occasion was not only unconstitu-

tional, but quite inconsistent with the course which he afterwards took

respecting the professors of the Catholic faith. What, then, is the defence ?

Even this, that he meant only to allure concealed Papists to avow them-
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selves, and thus to become open marks for the vengeance of the pubUc. As
often as he is charged with one treason, his advocates vindicate him by con-

fessing two. They had better leave him where they find him. For him
there is no escape upwards. Every outlet by which he can creep out of his

present position is one which lets him down into a still lower and fouler depth
of infamy. To v/hitewash an Ethiopian is a proverbially hopeless attempt

;

but to whitewash an Etliiopian by giving him a new coat of blacking is an
enterprise more extraordinary still. That in the course of Shaftesbury's dis-

honest and revengeful opposition to the Court he rendered one or two most
useful services to his country we admit. And he is, we think, fairly en-

titled, if that be any glory, to have his name eternally associated with the

Habeas Corpus Act in the same way in which the name of Henry the Eighth
is associated with the reformation of the Church, and that of Jack Wilkes
with the most sacred rights of electors.

While Shaftesbury was still living, his character was elaborately drawn by
two of the greatest writers of the age, by Butler, with characteristic bril-

liancy of wit, by Dryden, with even more than characteristic energy and
loftiness, by both with all the inspiration of hatred. The sparkling illustra-

tions of Butler have been thrown into the shade by the brighter glory of that

gorgeous satiric Muse, who comes sweeping by in sceptred pall, borrowed
from her more august sisters. But the descriptions well deserve to be compared.
The reader will at once perceive a considerable difference between Butler's

" politician,

With more heads than a beast in vision,"

and the Achitophel of Dryden. Butler dwells on Siiaftesbury's unprincipled

versatility; on his wonderful and almost instinctive skill in discerning the

approacli of a change of fortune ; and on the dexterity with which he extri-

cated himself from the snares in which he left his associates to perish.

" Our state-artificer foresaw
Which way the world began to draw.
For as old sinners have all points

O' th' compass in their bones and joints,

Can by iheir pan^s and aches find

All turns and changes of the wind,
And bcjtter than by Napier's bones
Feel in their own the age of moons

:

So guilty sinners in a state

Can by their crimes prognosticate,
And in their consciences feel pain
Some days before a shower of rain. ,
He, therefore, wisely cast about
All ways he could to ensure his throat."

In Dryden's great portrait, on the contrary, violent passion, implacable

revenge, boldness amounting to temerity, are the most striking features.

Achitophel is one of the " great wits to madness near allied." And again—
" A daring pilot in extremity,

Pleased with the danger when the waves went high.

He sought the storms ; but, tor a calm unfit.

Would steer too nigh the sands to boast his wit." *

* It has never, we believe, been remarked, that two of the most striking lines in the

descriulion of Achitophel are borrowed from a most obscure quarter. In Knohes's His-

tory of the Turks, printed more than sixty years before the appearance of Absolom an6

Ahithophel, are the following verses, under a portrait of the Sultan Mustaplia the First

:

" Greatnesse on goodnesse loves to slide, not stand.

And leaves for Fortune's ice Vertue's firme land."

Dr>dcn's words are

—

" But wild Ambition loves to slide, not stand.

And Fortune's ice prefers to Virtue's land."

The circumstance is the more remarkable, because Dryden has really no couplet which
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The dates of the two poems will, we think, explain this discrepancy. The

third part of Hudibras appeared in 167S, when the character of Shaftesbury

had as yet but imperfectly developed itself. lie had, indeed, been a traitor

to every party in the State ; but his treasons had hitherto pr«.)spercd. Whetlier

it were accident or sagacity, he had timed his desertions in such a manner

that fortune seemed to go to and fro with him from side to side. The extent

of his perfidy was known ; but it was not till the Popish Plot furnished him

witii a machiner}' which seemed sufficiently powerful for all his purposes, that

the audacity of his spirit, and the fierceness of his malevolent passions, be-

came fully manifest. His subsequent conduct showed undoubtedly great

ability, but not ability of the sort for which he had formerly been so emi-

nent. He was now headstrong, sanguine, full of impetuous confidence in

his own wisdom and his own good luck. He, whose fame as a political

Uctician had hitherto rested chiefly on his skilful retreats, now set himself

to break down all the bridges behind him. His plans were castles in the

air : his talk was rodomontade. He took no thought for the morrow : he

treated the Court as if the King were already a prisoner in his hands : he

built on the favour of the multitude, a.s if that favour were not proverbially

inconstant. The signs of the coming reaction were discerned by men of far

less sagacity tlian his, and scared hum his side men more consistent than he

had ever pretended to be. But on him they were lost. The counsel of

Ahithoi)hel, that counsel which was as if a man had inquired of tlie oracle

of Ciod, was turned into foolishness. He who had become a by-word, for

the certainty with which he foresaw and the suppleness with which he evaded

danger, now, when beset on ever)' side with snares and death, seemed to be

smitten with a blindness as strange as his former clear-siglitedness, and,

turning neither to the right nor to the left, strode straight on with desperate

hardihood to his doom. Therefore, after having early acquired and long

preserved the reputation of infallible wisdom and invariable success, he lived

to see a mighty ruin wrought by his own ungovernable passions, to see th&

great party which he had led vanquished, and scattered, and trampled down,

to see all his own devilish enginery of lying witnesses, partial sheriffs, packed

juries, unjust judges, bloodthirsty mobs, ready to be employed against him-

Milf and his most devoted followers, to fly from that proud city whose favour

had almost raised him to be Mayor of the Palace, to hide himself in squalid

retreats, to cover his grey head with ignominious disguises ; and he died in

hopeless e.xile, sheltered, by the generosity of a state which he had cruelly

injured and insulted, from the vengeance of a master whose favour he had

purchased by one .series of crimes, and forfeited by another.

Halifax had, in common with Shaftesbury, and with almost all the poli-

ticians of that age, a verj' loose morality where the public was concerned ;

but in Halifax the prevailing infection was modified by a very peculiar con-

stitution l)oth of heart and head, liy a temper singularly free from gall, and

by a re!ini:ig and .sceptical understanding. I le ciianged his course as often

as Sh.aftesbury ; but he did not change it to the same extent, or in the same
direction. Sliaftesbury was the very reverse of a trimmer. His disposition

led him generally to do his utmost to exalt the side which was up, and to

depress the side which was down. His transitions were from extreme to

extreme. Wiiile he staye<l with a party he went all lengths for it : when
he quitted it he went all lengths against it. Halifax was emphatically a

trimmer ; a trimmer both by intellect and by constitution. The name was

would seem to a good critic more intensely Drydenian, both in thouj^ht and expression,

than this, of which the whole thought, and almost the whole expression, arc stolen.

As w« arc on this subject, we cannot refrain from observing that Mr Courtenay has

don^ I>ryden itijusfce. by inadvcrt-ntly atlnbulin;; to him some feeble lines which are

m Tate's part o' Absalom and Achitiphel
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fixed on him by his contemporaries ; and he was so far from being ashamed
of it that lie assumed it as a badge of honour. He passed from faction to

faction. But, instead of adopting and inflaming the passions of those whom
he joined, he tried to diffuse among them something of the spirit of those

whom he had just left. While he acted with the Opposition he was sus-

pected of being a spy of the Court ; and when he had joined the Court all

the Tories were dismayed by his Republican doctrines.

He wanted neither argmnents nor eloquence to exhibit what was com-
monly regarded as his wavering policy in the fairest light. He trimmed,
he said, as the temperate zone trims between intolerable heat and intoler-

able cold, as a good government trims between despotism and anarchy, as

a pure church trims between the errors of the Papist and those of the Ana-
baptist. Nor was this defence by any means without weight ; for, though
there is abundant proof that his integrity was not of strength to withstand

the temptations by which his cupidity and vanity were sometimes assailed,

yet his dislike of extremes, and a forgiving and compassionate temper which
seems to have been natural to him, preserved him from all participation in

the worst crimes of his time. If both parties accused him of deserting them,
both were compelled to admit that they had great obligations to his humanity,

and that, though an uncertain friend, he was a placable enemy. He voted in

favour of Lord Stafford, the victim of the Whigs : he did his utmost to save

Lord Russell, the victim of the Tories ; and, on the whole, we are inclined

to think that his public life, though far indeed from faultless, has as few
great stains as that of any politician who took an active part in affairs dur-

ing the troubled and disastrous period of ten years which elapsed between
the fall of Lord Danby and the Revolution.

His mind was much less turned to particular observations, and much
more to general speculations, than that of Shaftesbury. Shaftesbury knew
the King, the Council, the Parliament, the city, better than Halifax ; but

Halifax would have written a far better treatise on political science than
Shaftesbury. Shaftesbury shone more in consultation, and Halifax in con-

troversy : Shaftesbuiy was more fertile in expedients, and Halifax in argu-

ments. Nothing that remains from the pen of Shaftesbury will bear a

comparison with the political tracts of Halifax. Indeed, very little of the

prose of that age is so well worth reading as the Character of a Trimmer
and the Anatomy of an Equivalent. What particularly strikes us in those

works is the writer's passion for generalisation. He was treating of the

most exciting subjects in the most agitated times : he was himself placed in

the very thick of the civil conflict
;
yet there is no acrimony, nothing inflam-

matory, nothing personal. He preserves an air of cold superiority, a certain

philosophical serenity, which is perfectly marvellous. He treats every ques-

tion as an abstract question, begins with the widest propositions, argues those

propositions on general grounds, and often, when he has brought out his

theorem, leaves the reader to make the application, without adding an allu-

sion to particular men or to passing events. This speculative turn of mind
rendered him a bad adviser in cases which required celerity. He brought
forw.ard, with wonderful readiness and copiousness, argimients, replies to

those argimients, rejoinders to those replies, general maxims of policy, and
analogous cases from history. But Shaftesbury was the man for a prompt
decision. Of the parliamentary eloquence of these celebrated rivals, we
can judge only by report ; and, so judging, we .should be inclined to think

that, though Shaftesljury was a distinguished speaker, the superiority be-

longed to Halifax. Indeed the readiness of Halifax in debate, the extent

of his knowledge, the ingenuity of his reasoning, the liveliness of his expres-

sion, and tho silver clearness and sweetness of his voice, seem to have made
the strongest impression on his contemporaries. By Dryden he is de-

scribed as
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" Of piercing wit and pregnant thought,
Endued by nature and by learning taught
To move assemblies."

His oratory is utterly and irretrievably lost to us, like that of Somers, of

Bulingbroke, of Charles Tow-nshend, of many others who were accustomed
to rise amidst the ureathless expectation of senates, and to sit down amidst
reiterated bursts of applause. But old men who lived to admire the elo-

quence of Pulteney in its meridian, and that of Pitt in its splendid dawn,
still murmured that they had heard nothing like the great speeches of Lord
Halifax on the Kxclusion Bill. The power of Shaftesbur>' over large

masses was unrivalled. Halifax was disqualified by his whole character,

moral and intellectual, for the part of a demagogue. It was in small circles,

and, above all, in the House of Lords, that his ascendency was felt.

Shaftesbur)' seems to have troubled himself very little about theories of
government. Halifax was, in speculation, a strong republican, and did not
conceal it. He often mq^le hereditary monarchy and aristocracy the sub-
jects of his keen pleasantry, while he was fighting the battles of the Court,
and obtaining for himself step after step in the peerage. In this way, he
tried to gratify at once his intellectual vanity and his mure vulgar ambition.
He shaped his life according to the opinion of the multitude, and indemni-
fied himself by talking according to his own. His colloquial powers were
great ; his perception of the ridiculous exquisitely fine ; and he seems to

have had the rare art of preserving the reputation of good breeding and
gtxxl nature, while habitually indulging a strong propensity to mockery.
Temple wished to put Halifax into the new council, and to leave out

Shaftesbur)'. The King objected stronglv to Halifax, to whom he had taken
a great dislike, which is not accountea for, and which did not last long.

Temple replied that Halifax was a man eminent both by his station and by his

abilities, and would, if excluded, do every thing against the new arrange-
ment that could be done by eloquence, sarcasm, and intrigue. All who
were consulted were of the same mind ; and the King yielded, but not till

Temple had almost gone on his knees. This point was no sooner settled

than his Majesty declared that he would have Shaftesbury too. Temple
again had recourse to entreaties and expostulations. Charles told him that

the enmity of Shaftesbury would be at least as formidable as that of Halifax
;

and this was tnie ; but Temple might have replied that by giving power to

Halifax they gained a friend, and that by giving power to Shaftesbury, they
only strengthened an enemy. It was vain to argue and protest. The King
only laughed and jested at Temple's anger ; and Shaftesbury was not only
sworn of the Council, but appointed Lord President.

Temple was so bitterly mortified by this step that he had at one time
resolved to have nothing to do with the new Administration, and seriously

thought of disqualifying himself from sitting in council by omitting to take
the Sacrament. But the urgency of Lady Temple and Lady Giffard induced
him to abandon that intention.

The council was organized on the twenty-first of April, 1679 ; and, within
a few hours, one of the fundamental principles on which it had been con-
structed was violated. A secret committee, or, in the modem phrase, a
cabinet of nine members, was formed. But, as this committee included
Shaftesbury and Monmouth, it contained within itself the elements of as

much faction as would have sufficed to impede all business. Accordingly
there soon arose a small interior cabinet, consisting of Es.sex, Sunderland,
Halifax, and Temple. For a time j>erfect harmony and confidence subsisted

between the four. But the meetings of the thirty were stormy. Sharp re-

torts passed Ixitween Shaftesbury and Halifax, who led the opposite parties.

In ihe Council Halifax generally had the advantage. But it soon became
apparent that Shaftesbury still had at his back the majority of the House of
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Commons. The discontents which the change of Ministry had for a moment
(juieted broke forth again with redoubled violence ; and the only effect which
the late measures appeared to have produced was that the Lord President,

with all the dignity and autliority belonging to his high place, stood at the

head of the Opposition. The impeachment of Lord Danby was eagerly

prosecuted. The Commons were determined to exclude the Duke of York
from the throne. All offers of compromise were rejected. It must not be
forgotten, however, that, in the midst of the confusion, one inestimable law,

the only benefit whicli Phigland has derived from the troubles of that period,

Ijut a benefit which may well be set off against a great mass of evil, the Habeas
Corpus Act, was pushed through the Houses and received the royal assent.

The King, finding the Parliament as troublesome as ever, determined tc

prorogue it ; and he did so without even mentioning his intention to the

Council by whose advice he had pledged himself, only a month before, to

conduct the Government. The councillors were generally dissatisfied ; and
Shaftesbury swore with great vehemence, that, if he could find out who the

secret advisers were, lie would have their heads. '

The Parliament rose ; London was deserted ; and Temple retired to his

villa, whence, on council days, he went to Hampton Court. The post of

Secretary was again and again pressed on him by his master and by liis three

colleagues of the inner Cabinet. Halifax, in particular, threatened laugh-

ingly to burn down the house at Sheen. But Temple was immovable. His
short experience of English politics had disgusted him ; and he felt himself

so much oppressed by the responsibility under which he at present lay that

he had no inclination to add to the load.

When the tenn fixed for the prorogation had nearly expired, it became
necessary to consider what course should be taken. The King and his four

confidential advisers thought that a new Parliament might possibly be more
manageable, and could not possibly be more refractory, than that which
they now had, and they therefore determined on a dissolution. But when
the question was proposed at council, the majority, jealous, it should seem,
of the small directing; knot, and unwilling to bear the unpopularity of the

measures of Government, while excluded from all power, joined Shaftesbury,

and the members of the Cabinet were left alone in the minority. The King,
however, had made up his mind, and ordered the Parliament to be instantly

dissolved. Temple's council was now nothing more than an ordinaiy privy

council, if indeed it were not something less ; and, though Temple threw
the blame of this on the King, on Lord Shaftesbury, on every body but him-
self, it is evident that the failure of his plan is to be chiefly ascribed to its

own inherent defects. His council was too large to transact business which
required expedition, secrecy, and cordial co-operation. A Cabinet was
therefore formed within the Council. The Cabinet and the majority of the

Council differed ; and, as was to be expected, the Cabinet carried their

point. Four votes outweighed six-and-twenty. This being the case, the
meetings of the thirty were not only useless, but positively noxious.

At the ensuing election, Temple was chosen for the university of Cam-
bridge. The only objection that was made to him by the members of that

learned body was that, in his little work on Holland, he had expressed great

approbation of the tolerant policy of the States ; and this blemish, however
serious, was overlooked, in consideration of his high reputation, and of the

strong recommendations with which he was furnished by the Court.

During the summer he remained at Sheen, and amused himself with rear-

ing melons, leaving to the three other members of the inner Cabinet the

whole direction of public affairs. Some unexplained cause began, about

this time, to alienate them from him. They do not appear to ho.ve been
made angry by any part of his conduct, or to have disliked him personally.
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But they had, we suspect, taken the measure of his mind, and satisfied

themselves that he was not a man for that troubled time, and that he would
be a mere incumbrance to them. Living themselves for ambition, they de-

spised his love of ease. Accustomed to deep stakes in the yanie of pe.litical

hazard, they despised his piddling play. They looked on his cautious

me.xsures with the sort of scorn with which the gamblers at the ordinarj', in

Sir Walter Scott's novel, regarded Nigel's ]iractice of never touching a card

but when he was certain to win. He soon found that he was left out of their

secrets. The King had, about this time, a dangerous attack of illness. The
Duke of York, on receiving the news, returned from Holland. The sudden
appearance of the detested I'opish successor excited anxiety throughout tlie

country. Temple was greatly amazed and disturbed. He hastened up to

London and \isited Essex, who professed to be astonished and mortified,

but could not di.sguise a sneering smile. Temple then saw Halifax, who
talked to him much about the pleasures of the countr)', the anxieties of office,

and the vanity of all human things, but carefully avoided politics, and when
the Duke's return was mentioned, only sighed, shook his head, shrugged
his .shoulders, and lifted up his eyes and hands. In a short time Temple
found that his two friends had been laughing at him, and that they had them-
"iclves sent for the Duke, in order that his Royal Highness might, if the King
should die, be on the spot to frustrate the designs of Monmouth.

I le was soon convinced, by a still stronger proof, that, though he had not

exactly offended his master or his colleagues in the Cabinet, he had ceased

to enjoy their confidence. The result of the general election had been de-

cidedly unfavourable to the Government ; and Shaftesbury impatiently ex-

pected the day when the Houses were to meet. The King, guided by the

advice of the inner Cabinet, determined on a step of the highest importance.

He told the Council that he had resolved to prorogue the new Parliament

for a year, and requested them not to object ; for he had, he said, considered

the subject fully, and had made up his mind. All who were not in the secret

were thunderstruck. Temple as much as any. Several members rose, and
entreated to be heard against the prorogation. But the King silenced them,
and declared that his resolution was unalterable. Temple, much hurt at the

manner in which both himself and the Council had been treated, spoke with

great spirit. He would not, he said, disobey the King by objecting to a

measure on which his Majesty was determined to hear no argument ; but

he would most earnestly entreat his Majesty, if the present Council was in-

competent to give advice, to dissolve it and select another ; for it was absurd
to have councillors who did not counsel, and who were summoned only to

be silent witnesses of the acts of others. The King listened courteously.

But the members of the Cabinet resented this reproof highly ; and from that

day Temple wxs almost as much estranged from them a.s from Shaftesbury.

He wished to retire altogether from business. But just at this time Lord
Russell, Lord Cavendish, and some other councillors of the popular party,

waited on the King in a body, declared their strong disapprobation of his

measures, and requested to be excused from attending any more at council.

Temple feared that if, at this moment, he also were to withdraw, he might
be supposed to act in concert with those decided o[:iponcnts of the Court, and
to have determined on taking a course hostile to the Government. He,
therefore, continued to go occasionally to the board ; but he had no longer
any real share in the direction of public affairs.

At length the long term of the prorogation expired. In October, 1680,
the Houses met ; and the great question of the Exclusion was revived. F"ew
parliamentary contests in our history appear to have called forth a greater

display of talent ; none certainly ever called forth more violent passions.

Tne whole nation was convulsed by party spirit. The gentlemen of every
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county, the traders of every town, the boys of every public school, were
divided into exclusionists and abhorrers. The book-stalls were covered with
tracts on the sacredness of hereditary right, on the omnipotence of Parlia-

ment, on the dangers of a disputed succession, on the dangers of a Popish
reign. It was in the midst of this ferment that Temple took his seat, for the

first time, in the House of Commons.
The occasion was a very great one. His talents, his long experience of

affairs, his unspotted public character, the high posts which he had filled,

seemed to mark him out as a man on whom much would depend. He acted

like himself He saw that, if he supported the ILxclusion, he made the ICing

and the heir presumptive his enemies, and that, if he opposed it, he made him-
self an object of hatred to the unscrupulous and turljulent Shaftesbury. He
neither su]ii:)orled nor opposed it. He quietly absented himself from the

House. Nay. he took care, lie tells us, never to discuss the question in any
society wliatever. Lawrence Hyde, afterwards Earl of Rochester, asked him
why he did not attend in his place. Temple replied that he acted according
to Solomon's advice, neither to oppose the mighty, nor to go about to stop

the current of a river. Hyde answered, "You are a wise and a quiet man."
And this might be true. But surely such wise and quiet men have no call

to be members of Parliament in critical times.

A single session was quite enough for Temple. When the Parliament was
dissolved, and another summoned at Oxford, he obtained an audience of the

King, and begged to know whether his Majesty wished him to continue in

Parliament. Charles, who had a singularly quick eye for the weaknesses of

all who came near him, had no doubt seen through Temple, and rated the

parliamentary support of so cool and guarded a friend at its proper value.

He answered good-naturedly, but we suspect a little contemptuously, "I
doubt, as things stand, your coming into the House will not do much good.

I think you may as well let it alone." Sir William accordingly informed

his constituents that he should not again apply for their suffrages, and set off

for Sheen, resolving never again to meddle with public affairs. He soon

found that the King was displeased with him. Charles, indeed, in his usual

easy way, protested that he was not angry, not at all. But in a few days he
stnick Temple's name out of the list of Privy Councillors. Why this was
done Temple declares himself unable to comprehend. But surely it hardly

required his long and extensive converse with the world to teach him that

there are conjunctures when men think that all who are not with them are

against them, that there are conjunctures when a lukewarm friend, who will

not put himself the least out of his way, who will make no exertion, who will

run no risk, is more distasteful than an enemy. Charles had hoped that the

fair character of Temple would add credit to an unpopular and suspected

Government. But his Majesty soon found that this fair character resembled
pieces of furniture which we have seen in the drawing-rooms of very precise

old ladies, and which are a great deal too white to be used. This exceeding

niceness was altogether out of season. Neither party wanted a man who was
afraid of taking a part, of incurring abuse, of making enemies. There were
probably many good and moderate men who would have hailed the appear-

ance of a respectable mediator. But Temple was not a mediator. He was
merely a neutral.

At last, however, he had escaped from public life, and found himself at

liberty to follow his favourite pursuits. His fortune was easy. He had about

fifteen hundred a year, besides the Mastership of the Rolls in Ireland, an
office in which he had succeeded his father, and which was then a mere sine-

cure for life requiring no residence. His reputation both as a negotiator and
a writer stood high. He resolved to be safe, to enjoy himself, and to let

the world take its course ; and he kept his resolution.
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Darker times followed. The Oxford Parliament was dissolved. The
Tories were triumphant. .\ terrible vengeance was inllicteil on tlie chiefs of

the Opposition, rempic learned in his retreat the disastrous fate of several

of his old colleagues in council. Shaftesbury tied to Holland. Russell died

on the scatfold. Essex added a yet sadder and more fearful story to tiie

bloody chronicles of the Tower. Monmouth clung in agonies of supplication

round the knees of the stem uncle whom he had wronged, and tasted a bitter-

ness worse than that of dealli, the bitterness of knowing tliat he had humbled
himself in vain. A tyrant tramjiled on the liberties and religion of the realm.

The national spirit swelled high under the oppression. Disaffection spread
even to the strongholds of loyalty, to the cloisters of Westminster, to the

schools of Oxford, to the guard-room of the household troops, to the very

hearth and bed-chamber of the Sovereign. But the troubles which agitated

the whole country did not reach the quiet Orangery in which Temple loitered

away several years without once seeing the smoke of London. lie now and
then appeared in the circle at Richmond or Wind.sor. liut the only ex-

pressions which he is recorded to have used during these perilous times were,
that he would be a good subject, but that he had done with politics.

The Revolution came : he remained strictly neutral during the short
stniggle ; and he then transferred to the new settlement the same languid
sort of loyalty which he had felt for his former masters. He paid court to

William at Windsor, and William dined with him at Sheen. But, in spite

of tlie most pressing solicitations, Temple refused to become Secretary of

State. The refusal evidently proceeded only from his dislike of trouble and
danger ; and not, as some of his admirers would have us believe, from any
scruple of conscience or honour. For he consented that his son should take
the office of Secretary at War under the new Sovereign. This unfortunate
young man destroyed himself within a week after his appointment, from vexa-
tion at fmding that his advice had led the King into some improper steps

with regard to Ireland. He seems to have inherited his father's extreme sen-

sibility to failure, without that singular prudence which kept his father out
of all situations in which any serious failure was to be apprehended. The
blow fell heavily on the family. They retired in deep dejection to Moor
Park, which they now preferred to Sheen, on account of the greater distance
from London. In that spot,* then very secluded, Temple passed the re-

mainder of his life. The air agreed with him. The soil was fniitful, and
well suited to an experimental farmer and gardener. The grounds were laid

out with the angular regularity which Sir W illiam had admired in the (lower-
beds of Haarlem and the Hague. A beautiful rivulet, flowing from the hills

of .Surrey, bounded the domain. But a straight canal whicii, bordered by a
terrace, intersected the garden, was ])robably more admired by the lovers

of the picturesque in that age. The liouse was small, but neat and well fur-

nished ; the neighbourhood very thinly peopled. Temple had no visiters,

except a few friends who were willing to travel twenty or thirty miles in

order to see him, and now and then a foreigner whom curiosity brought to
have a KH>k at the author of the Triple Alliance.

Here, in May, 1694, died Lady Temi-le. From the time of her mairiage
we know little of her, except that her letters were always greatly admired,
and that she had the honour to correspond constantly with {^)ueen Mary.
Lady Giffard, who, as far as appears, had always been on the best terms
with her .sister-in-law, still continued to live with Sir William.

But there were other inmates of Moor Park to whom a far higher interest
lx:longs. An eccentric, uncouth, disagreeable young Irishman, who had
narrowly escaped plucking at Dublin, attended Sir William as an amanuensis,

* Mr Courtenay jvol. ii. p. i6o confounds Moor Park in .Surrey, where Temple resided,
with the Moor Park in Hertfordshire, which is praised in the EsMtv on Gardening.
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for board and twenty pounds a year, dined at the second table, wrote bad
verses in praise of his employer, and, made love to a very pretty, dark-eyed

young girl, who waited on Lady Giffard. Little did Temple imagine that the

coarse exterior of his dependent concealed a genius equally suited to politics

and to letters, a genius destined to shake great kingdoms, to stir the laughter

and the rage of millions, and to leave to posterity memorials which can

perish only with the English language. Little did he think that the flirta-

tion in his servants' hall, which he perhaps scarcely deigned to make the

subject of a jest, was the beginning of a long unprosperous love, which was
to be as widely famed as the passion of Petrarch or of Abelard. Sir William's

secretary was Jonathan Swift. Lady Giffard's waiting maid was poor Stella.

Swift retained no pleasing recollection of Moor Park. And we may easily

suppose a situation like his to have been intolerably painful to a mind
haughty, irascible, and conscious of preeminent ability. Long after, when
he stood in the Court of Requests with a circle of gartered peers round him,

or punned and rhymed with Cabinet Ministers over Secretary St John's

MoBte-Pulciano, he remembered, with deep and sore feeling, how miserable

he used to be for days together when he suspected that Sir William had
taken something ill. He could hardly believe that he, the Swift who chid

the Lord Treasurer, rallied tlie Captain-General, and confronted the pride

of the Duke of Buckinghamshire with pride still more inflexible, could be

the same being who had passed nights of sleepless anxiety, in musing over a

cross look or a testy word of a patron. " Faith," he WTote to Stella, with

bitter levity, "Sir William spoiled a fine gentleman." Yet, in justice to

Temple, we must say that there is no reason to think that Swift was more
unhappy at Moor Park than he would have been in a similar situation under

any roof in England. We think also that the obligations which the mind of

Swift owed to that of Temple were not inconsiderable. Every judicious

reader must be struck by the peculiarities which distinguish Swift's political

tracts from all similar works produced by mere men of letters. Let any
person compare, for example, the Conduct of the Allies, or thf Letter to

the October Club, with Johnson's False Alarm, or Taxation no Tyranny,

and he will be at once struck by the ditTerence of which we speak. He may
possibly think Johnson a greater man than Swift. He may possibly prefer

Johnson's style to Swift's. But he will at once acknowledge that Johnson
writes like a man who has never been out of his study. Swift writes like a

man who has passed his whole life in the midst of public business, and to

whom the most important affairs of state are as familiar as his weekly bills.

" Turn him to any cause of policy,

7'he Gordian knot of it he will unloose,

B'amiliar as his garter."

The difference, in short, between a political pamphlet by Johnson, and a
political pamphlet by Swift, is as great as the difference between an account

of a battle by Mr Southey and the account of the same battle by Colonel
Napier. It is impossible to doubt that the superiority of Swift is to be, in

a great measure, attributed to his long and close connection with Temple.
Indeed, remote as were the alleys and flower-pots of Moor Park from the

haunts of the busy and the ambitious, Swift had ample opportunities of be-

coming acquainted with the hidden causes of many great events. William
was in the habit of consulting Temple, and occasionally visited him. Of
what passed between them very little is known. It is certain, however, that

when the Triennial Bill liad been carried through the two Houses, his Ma-
jesty, who was exceedingly unwilling to pass it, sent the Earl of Portland to

learn Temple's opinion. Whether Temple thought the bill in itself a good
one does not appear ; but he clearly saw how impmdent it must be in a
prince, situated as William ivas, to engage in an altercation with his Par-
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liament, and directed Swift to draw up a paper on the subject, wliich, liow-

ever, did not convince the King.

The chief amusement of Temple's declining years was literature. After

his final retreat from business, he wrote his very agreeable Memoirs, cor-

rectetl and transcribed many of his letters, and published several miscellane-

ous treatises, the best of which, we think, is that on Gardening. Hie style

of his essays is, on the whole, excellent, almost always pleasing, and now
ajul then stately and .splendid. The matter is generally of much less value

;

as our readers will readilf believe when we inform them that .Mr Courtenay,

a biographer, that is to say, a literary va.s.sal, bound by the innnemorial law

of his tenure to render homage, aids, reliefs, and all other customary services

to his lord, avows that he cannot give an opinion about the essay on Heroic

Virtue, because he cannot read it without skipping ; a circumstance which

strikes us as peculiarly strange, when we consider how long Mr Courtenay

was at the India Board, and how many thousand paragraphs of the copious

official eloquence of the East he must have perused.

One of Sir William's pieces, however, deserves notice, not, indeed, on

account of its intrinsic merit, but on account of the light which it throws on
.sume curious weaknesses of his character, and on account of the extraordi-

nary- effects which it produced in the republic of letters. A most idle and

contemptible controversy had arisen in France touching the comparative

merit of the ancient and modem wrilci-s. It was certainly not to be expected

that, in that age, the question would be tried according to those large and
philosophical principles of criticism which guided the judgments of Lessing

and of Herder. But it might have been expected that those who undertook

to decide the point would at least take the trouble to read and imderstand

the authors on whose merits they were to pronounce. Now, it is no exag-

geration to say that, among the disputants who clamoured, .some for the

ancients and some for the modems, very few were decently acquainted with

either ancient or modem literature, and hardly one was well acquainted with

both. In Racine's amusing preface to the Iphighiie the reader may find

noticed a most ridiculous mistake into which one of the champions of the

modems fell about a pa.ssage in the Alcestis of Euripides. Another writer

is so inconceivably ignorant as to blame Homer for mixing the four Greek
dialects, Doric, Ionic, yEolic, and Attic, just, says he, as if a French poet

were to jnit Gascon phrases and Picard phrases into the midst of his pure

Parisian writing. On the other hand, it is no exaggeration to say that the

defenders of the ancients were entirely unacquainted with the greatest pro-

ductions of later times ; nor, indeed, were the defenders of the inoderns

better informed. The parallels which were instituted in the course of this

di.spute are inexpressibly ridiculous. Balzac was selected as the rival of

Cicero. Comeille was said to unite the merits of .('Eschylus, Sophocles, and
Euripides. We should like t<j see a Prometheus after Comeille's fashion.

Tlie Provincial Letters, masterpieces undoubtedly of reasoning, wit, and

eloquence, were pronounced to be superior to all the writings of I'lato,

Cicero, and Lucian together, particularly in the art of dialogue, an art in

which, as it happens, Plato far excelled dl men, and in which Pascal, great

and ailmirable in other resj^ects, is notoriously very deficient.

This childish controversy si)read toEnglantl ; and s(jme mischievous danion
suggested to Temple the thought of undertaking the defence of the ancients.

As to his qualifications for the task, it is sufficient to say, that he knew not

a word of Greek. But his vanity which, when he wxs engaged in the con-

flicts of active life and Surrounded by rivals, had been kept in tolerable order

by his discretion, now, when lie had long lived in seclusion, and had become
accustome<l to regard himself as by far the first man of his circle, rendered

him blind to his own deficiencies. In an evil hour he published an Essav on
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Ancient and Modem Learning. The style of this treatise is very good, the

matter hidicrous and contemptible to the last degree. There we read how
Lycurgus travelled into India, and brought the Spartan laws from that

country ; how Orpheus made voyages in search of knowledge, and attained

to a depth of learning which has made him renoAvned in all succeeding ages

;

how Pythagoras passed twenty-two years in Egypt, and, after graduating

there, spent twelve years more at Babylon, where the Magi admitted him
ad eundem ; how the ancient Brahmins lived two hundred years ; how the

earliest Greek philosophers foretold earthquakes and plagues, and put down
riots by magic ; and how much Ninus surpassed in abilities any of his suc-

cessors on the throne of Assyria. The modems. Sir William owns, have
found out the- circulation of the blood ; but, on the other hand, they have
quite lost the art of conjuring ; nor can any modem fiddler enchant fishes,

fowls, and seipents, by his performance. He tells us that "Thales, Pytha-

goras, Democritus, Hippocrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Epicurasmade greater

progresses in the several empires of science than any of their successors have
since been able to reach ;" which is just as absurd as if he had said that the

greatest names in British science are Merlin, Michael Scott, Dr Sydenham,
and Lord Bacon. Lideed, the manner in which Temple mixes the historical

and the fabulous reminds us of those classical dictionaries, intended for the

use of schools, in which Narcissus the lover of himself and Narcissus the

freedman of Claudius, Pollux the son of Jupiter and Leda and Pollux the

author of the Onomasticon, are ranged under the same headings, and treated

as personages equally real. The effect of this arrangement resembles that

which would be produced by a dictionary ofmodern names, consisting of such

articles as the following :
—"Jones, William, au eminent Orientalist, and one

of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal—Davy, a fiend,

who destroys ships—Thomas, a foundling, brought up by Mr Allworthy."

It is from such sources as these that Temple seems to have learned all that

he knew about the ancients. He puts the story of Orpheus between the

Olympic games and the battle of Arbela : as if we had exactly the same rea-

sons for believing that Orpheus led beasts with his lyre, which we have for

believing that there were races at Pisa, or that Alexander conquered Darius.

He manages little better when he comes to the modems. He gives us a

catalogue of those whom he regards as the greatest writers of later times. It

is sufficient to say that, in his list of Italians, he has omitted Dante, Petrarch,

Ariosto, and Tasso ; in his list of Spaniards, Lope and Calderon ; in his list

of French, Pascal, Bossuet, Moliere, Corneille, Racine, and Boileau ; and
in his list of English, Chaucer, Spenser, Shakspeare, and Milton.

In the midst of all this vast mass of absurdity one paragraph stands out

preeminent. The doctrine of Temple, not a very comfortable doctrine, is

that the human race is constantly degenerating, and that the oldest books in

every kind are the best. In confirmation of this notion, he remarks that the

Fables of ^sop are the best Fables, and the Letters of Phalaris the best Let-

ters in the world. On the merit of the Letters of Phalaris he dwells with

great warmth and with extraordinary felicity of language. Indeed we could

hardly select a more favourable specimen of the graceful and easy majesty to

which his style sometimes rises than this unlucky passage. He knows, he

says, that some learned men, or men who pass for leamed, such as Politian,

have doubted the genuineness of these letters : but of such doubts he speaks

with the greatest contempt. Now it is perfectly certain, first, that the letters

are very bad ; secondly, that they are spurious ; and thirdly, that, whether

they be bad or good, spurious or genuine. Temple could know nothing of the

matter ; inasmuch as he was no more able to constme a line of them than to

decipher an Egyptian obelisk.

This Essay, silly as it is, was exceedingly well received, both in England
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and on the Continent. And the reason is evident. The classical scholars

who saw its absurdity were generally on the side of the ancients, and were

inclined rather to veil than to expose the blunders of an ally ; the champions

of the njodems were generally as ignorant as Temple himself; and the

multitude was charmed by his flowing and melodious diction. He was
doomed, however, to smart, as he well deserved, for his vanity and folly.

Christchurch at Oxford was then widely and justly celebrated as a place

where the lighter parts of classical learning were cultivated witli success.

W'xih the deeper mysteries of philolog}- neither the instructors nor the pupils

had the smallest acquaintance. They fancied themselves Scaligers, as Bent-

ley scornfully said, if they could write a copy of Latin verses.with only two
or three small faults. From this College proceeded a new edition of the I .et-

Icrs of Phalaris, which were rare, and had been in request since the appear-

ance of Temple's Essay. The nominal editor was Charles Boyle, a young

man of noble family and promising parts ; but some older members of the

society lent their assistance. While this work was in preparation, an idle

quarrel, occasioned, it should seem, by the negligence and misrepresentations

ofa bookseller, arose between Boyle and the King's Librarian, Richard Bent-

ley. Boyle, in the preface to his edition, inserted a bitter rejection on Bent-

ley. Bentley revenged himself by proving that the Epistles of Phalaris were
forgeries, and in his remarks on this subject treated Temple, not indecently,

but with no great reverence.

Temple, who was quite unaccustomed to any but the most respectful usage,

who, even while engaged in politics, had always shrunk from all rude colli-

sion and had generally succeeded in avoiding it, and whose sensitiveness had
l)een increaseil by many years of seclusion and flattery, was moved to most
violent resentment, complained, very unjustly, of Bentley 's foul-mouthed

raillery, and declared that he had commenced an answer, but had laid it

.aside, " having no mind to enter the lists with such a mean, dull, unman-
nerly pedant." Whatever may be thought of the temper which Sir William
showed on this occasion, we cannot too highly applaud his discretion in not

finishing and publishing his answer, which would certainly have been a most
extraordinary performance.

He was not, however, without defenders. Like Hector, when struck down
prostrate by Ajax, he was in an instant covered by a thick crowd of shields.

Oihit ihvvi]aa.To Trot/xeva XaQf
Ourdffai. oi'Oi fiaXtif irplv yap ntpi^r^aav dpiaroi,

llov\v5dfJU3.s Tf, KOt Alveias, Kai dioi Ayrivup,

^apirrjSwv t 6.px°i Arxt'tui', Kai FXaD/cos dfiv/iwif.

Christchurch was up in arms ; and though that College seems then to have
been almost destitute of severe and accurate learning, no academical society

could show a greater array of orators, wits, politicians, bustling adventurers

who united the superficial accomplishments of the scholar with the manners
and arts of the man of the world ; and this formidable lx)dy resolved to try

how far smart repartees, well-turned sentences, confidence, puffing, and in-

trigue could, on the question whether a Greek book were or were not genuine,

supply the place of a little knowledge of Greek.

Out came the Reply to Bentley, bearing the name of Boyle, but in truth

\\Titten by Atterbury with the assistance of Smalridge and others. A most
rcmark.ible book it is, and often reminds us of Goldsmith's observation,

that the French would lie the best cooks in the world if they h.-id any but-

cher's meat ; for that they can make ten dishes out of a nettle-top. It really

deserves the praise, whatever that praise may be worth, of l>eing the l)est

lx)ok ever written by any man (m the wrong side of a question of which he
was profoundly ignorant. The learning of the confederacy is that of a school-
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boy, and not of an extraordinary schoolboy ; but it is used with the skill and
address of most able, artful, and experienced men ; it is beaten out to the
very thinnest leaf, and is disposed in such a way as to seem ten times larger

than it is. The dexterity with which the confederates avoid grappling with
those parts of the subject with which they know themselves to be incom-
petent to deal is quite wonderful. Now and then, indeed, they commit
disgraceful blunders, for which old Busby, under whom they had studied,

would have whipped them all round. But this circumstance only raises our
opinion of the talents whicli made such a fight with such scanty means. Let
readers who are not acquainted with the controversy imagine a Frenchman,
who has acquired just English enough to read the .Spectator with a dic-

tionary, coming forward to defend the genuineness of Ireland's Vortigem
against Malone ; and they will have some notion of the feat which Atterbury
had the audacity to undertake, and which, for a time, it was really thought
that he had performed.
The illusion was soon dispelled. Bentley's answer for ever settled the

question, and established his claim to the first place amongst classical

scholars. Nor do those do him justice who represent the controversy as a

battle between wit and learning. For though there is a lamentable defi-

ciency of learning on the side of Boyle, there is no want of wit on the side

of Bentley. Other qualities, too, as valuable as either wit or learning, ap-

pear conspicuously in Bentley's book, a rare sagacity, an unrivalled power
of combination, a perfect mastery of all the weapons of logic. He was
greatly indebted to the furious outcry which the misrepresentations, sar-

casms, and intrigues of his opponents had raised against him, an outciy in

which fashionable and political circles joined, and which was echoed by
thousands who did not know whether Phalaris ruled in Sicily or in Siam. His
spirit, daring even to rashness, self-confident even to negligence, and proud
even to insolent ferocity, was awed for the first and for the last time, awed,
not into meanness or cowardice, but into wariness and sobriety. For once

he ran no risks ; he left no crevice unguarded ; he wantoned in no paro-

doxes ; above all, he returned no railing for the railing of his enemies. In

almost every thing that he has written we can discover proofs of genius and
learning. iJut it is only here that his genius and learning appear to have
been constantly under the guidance of good sense and good temper. Here,

we find none of that besotted reliance on his own powers and on his own
luck, which he showed when he undertook to edite Milton ; none of that

pei"verted ingenuity which deforms so many of his notes on Horace ; none
of that disdainful carelessness by which he laid himself open to the keen and
dexterous thrust of Middleton ; none of that extravagant vaunting and sav-

age scurrility by which he afterwards dishonoured his studies and his pro-

fession, and degraded himself almost to the level of De Pauw.
Temple did not live to witness the utter and irreparable defeat of his

champions. He died, indeed, at a fortunate moment, just after the appear-

ance of Boyle's book, and while all England was laughing at the way in

which the Christchurch men had handled the pedant. In Boyle's book.

Tempi* was praised in the highest terms, and compared to Memmius : not

a very happy comparison ; for almost the only particular information which
we have about Memmius is that, in agitated times, he thought it his duty to

attend exclusively to politics, and that his friends could not venture, except

when the Republic was quiet and prosperous, to intrude on him with their

philosophical and poetical productions. It is on this account that Lucretius

puts up the exquisitely beautiful prayer for peace with which his poem opens

:

" Nam neque nos agere hoc patri.-il tempore iniquo

Possumus ,xquo aniiiio. ncc Memmt clara propago
Talibus in rebus communi deesse saluti."
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This deseriptioh is surely by no means applicable to a statesman who hail,

through the wliole course of his life, carefully avoided exposing himself in

seasons of trouble ; who had repeatedly refused, in most critical conjunc-

tures, to be Secretar>' of State ; and who now, in the midst of revolutions,

plots, foreign and domestic wars, was quietly writing nonsense about the

visits of Lycurgus to the Brahmins and the tunes which Arion played
to tfle Dolphin.

We must not omit to mention that, while the controversy about Phalaris

was raging. Swift, in order to show his zeal and attachment, wrote llie

Battle of the Books, the earliest piece in which his peculiar talents are dis-

ceniible. We may obser\'e that the bitter dislike of Bentley, bequeathed
by Temple to Swift, seems to have been conmiunicated by Swift to Poi)e..

to Arbuthnot, and to others, who continued to tease the great critic, long

after he had shaken hands very cordially both with Boyle and with Atterbury.

Sir William Temple died at Moor Park in January, 1699. He appears
to have suffered no intellectual decay. His heart was buried under a sun-

dial which still stands in his favourite garden. His body was laid in West-
minster Abbey by the side of his wife ; and a place hard by was set apart

for Lady Giffard, who long survived him. Swift was his literary executor,

superintended the publication of his Letters and Memoirs, and, in the per-

formance of this office, had some acrimonious contests with the family.

Of Temple's character little more remains to be said. Buniet accuses

him of holding irreligious opinions, and corrupting every body who came
near him. But the vague assertion of so rash and partial a writer as Burnet,

about a man with whom, as far as we know, he never exchanged a word, is

of little weight. It is, indeed, by no means improbable that Temple may
have l^een a freethinker. The Osbomes thought him so when he was a very

young man. And it is certain that a large proportion of the gentlemen of

rank and fashion who made their entrance into society while the Puritan

party was at the height of power, and while the memory of the reign of that

party was still recent, conceived a strong disgust for all religion. The im-

putation was common between Temple and all the most distinguished

courtiers of the age. Rochester and Buckingham were open scoffers, and
Mulgrave very little better. Shaftesbury, though more guarded, was sup-

posed to agree with them in opinion. All the three noblemen who were
Temple's colleagues during the short time of his sitting in the Cabinet were
of very indifferent repute as to orthodoxy. Halifax, indeed, was generally

considered as an atheist ; but he solemnly denied the charge ; and, indeed,

the tnith seems to be that he was more religiously disposed than most of

the statesmen of that age, though two impulses which were unusually strong

in him, a passion for ludicrous images, and a passion for subtle speculations,

sometimes prompted him to talk on serious subjects in a manner which gave
great and just offence. It is not unlikely that Temple, who seldom went
below the surface of any question, may have been infected with the pre-

vailing scepticism. All that we can say on the subject is that there is no
trace of impiety in his works, and that the ease with which he carried his

election for an university, where the majority of the voters were clergymen,

though it proves nothing as to his opinions, must, we think, be considered

as pro\-ing that he was not, as Burnet seems to insinuate, in the habit of

talking atheism to all who came near him.

Temple, however, will scarcely carry with him any great accession of

authority to the side either of religion or of infidelity. He was no profound

thinker. He was merely a man of lively parts and quick observation, a

man of the world among men of letters, a man of letters among men of the

world. Mere scholars were dazzletl by the Ambassador and Cabinet coun-

dilor ; mere politicians by .the Essayist and Historian. But neither as a
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writer nor as a statesman can we allot to him any very high place. As
a man, he seems to us to have been excessively selfish, but very sober, wary,

and far-sighted in his selfishness ; to have known better than most jieople

what he really wanted in life ; and to have pursued what he wanted with

much more than ordinary steadiness and sagacity, never suffering himself to

be drawn aside either by bad or by good feeHngs. It was his constitution

to dread failure more than he desired success, to prefer security, comfort,

repose, leisure, to the turmoil and anxiety which are inseparable from great-

ness ; and this natural languor of mind, when contrasted with the malignant

energy of the keen and restless spirits among whom his lot was cast, some-

times appears to resemble the moderation of virtue. But we must own that

he seems to us to sink into littleness and meanness when we compare him,

we do not say with any high ideal standard of morality, but with many of

those frail men wiio, aiming at noble ends, but often drawn from the right

path by strong passions and strong temptations, have left to posterity a

doubtful and checkered fame.

GLADSTONE ON CHURCH AND STATE. (April, 1839.)

The State in its Relations with the Church. By VV. E. Gladstone, Esq., Studeist of

Christ Church, and MP. for Newark. 8vo. Second Edition. London: 1839.

The author of this volume is a young man of unblemished character, and
of distinguished parliamentary talents, the rising hope of tliose stern and
unbending Tories, who follow, reluctantly and mutinously, a leader, who.se

experience and eloquence are indispensable to them, but whose cautious

temper and moderate opinions they abhor. It would not be at all strange

if Mr Gladstone were one of the most unpopular men in England. But we
believe that we do him no more than justice when we say that his abilities

and his demeanour have obtained fur him the respect and good will of all

parties. His first appearance in the character of an author is therefore an

interesting event ; and it is natural that the gentle wishes of the public

should go with him to his trial.

We are much pleased, without any reference to the soundness or imsound-
ness of Mr Gladstone's theories, to see a grave and elaborate treati.se on an
important part of the Philosophy of Government proceed from the pen of a

young man who is rising to eminence in the House of Commons. There is

little danger that people engaged in the conflicts of active life will be too

much addicted to general speculation. The opposite vice is that which
most easily besets them. The times and tides of business and debate tarry

for no man. A politician must often talk and act before he has thought and
read. He may be very ill-informed respecting a question ; all his notions

about it may be vague and inaccurate ; but speak he must ; and if he is a

man of talents, of tact, and of intrepidity, he soon finds that, even under
such circumstances, it is possible to speak successfully. He finds that there

is a great difference between the effect of written words, which are penised

and reperused in the stillness of the closet, and the effect of spoken words
which, set off by the graces of utterance and gesture, vibrate for a single

moment on the ear. lie finds that he may blunder without much chance
of being detected, that he may reason sophist ically, and escape unrefuted.

He finds that, even on knotty cpicstions of trade and legislation, he can,

without reading ten pages, or thinking ten minutes, draw forth loud plaudits,

and .sit down with the credit of having made an excellent speech. Ly.sias,

says Plutarch, wrote a defence for a man who was to be tried before one of

the Athenian tribunals. Long before the defendant had learned the speech
by heart, he became so much dissatisfied with it that he went in great dis-

• ress to the author. "I was delighted with your speech tlie first time I
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i-ead it ; but I like/l it less the second time, and still less the third time ;

and now it seems to me to be no defence at all." " My good friend," said

Lysias, " you quite forget that the judges are to hear it only once." The
case is the same in the English jvirliament. It would be as idle in an
arator to waste deep meditation and long research on his speeches, as it

would be in the manager of a theatre to adorn all the crowd of courtiers and
bdies who cross over tlic stage in a procession with real pearls and diamonds.
It is not by accuracy or profundity that men become the master:, of great
Assemblies. And why be at the charge of proviiling logic of tiic best

quality, when a very inferior article will be equally acceptable? Why go
as deep mto a question as Burke, only in order to i)e, like lUirke, coughed
down, or left speaking to green benches and red boxes? This has long
appeared to us to be the most serious of the evils which are to be set off

against the many blessings of popular government. It is a fine and tme
saying of Bacon, that reading makes a full man, talking a ready man, and
writing an exact man. The tendency of institutions like those of England
is to encourage readiness in public men, at the expense both of fulness and
of exactness. The keenest and most vigorous minds of every generation,
minds often admirably fitted for the investigation of truth, are habitually
emjiloyed in producing arguments, such as no man of sense would ever put
into a treatise intended for publication, arguments which are just good
enough to be used once, when aided by fluent delivery and pointed language.
The habit of discussing questions in this way necessarily reacts on the intel-

lects of our ablest men ; particularly of those who are intro<luced into par-
liament at a very early age, before their minds have expanded to full maturity.
The talent for debate is developed in such men to a degree which, to the mul-
titude, seems as mar\-ellous as the performances of an Italian imprai'tsatore.

But they are fortunate indeed if they retain unimpaired the faculties which are
required for close reasoning or for enlarged speculation. Indeed we should
sooner expect a great original work on political science, such a work, for ex-
ample, as the Wealth of Nations, from an apothecary in a country town, or
from a minister in the Hebrides, than from a statesman who, ever since he was
one-and-twenty, h.ad been a distinguished debater in the House of Commons.
We therefore hail with pleasure, though assuredly not with unmixed plea-

sure, the appearance of this work. That a young politician should, in the
intervals afforded by his parliamentary avocations, have constructed and
propounded, with much study and mental toil, an original theory on a great
problem in politics, is a circumstance which, abstracted from all considera-
tion of the soundness or unsoundness of his opinions, must be considered as
highly cre<litable to him. We certainly cannot wish that Mr Gladstone's
doctrines may become fashionable among public men. But we heartily
wish that his laudable desire to penetrate beneath the surface of questions,
and to arrive, by long and intent meditation, at the knowledge of great gene-
ral laws, were much more fxshionable than we at all expect it to become.
Mr Gladstone seems to us to be, in many respects, exceedingly well

qualified for philosophical investigation. His mind is of large grasp ; nor
is he deficient in dialectical skill. But he does not give his intellect fair

play. There is no want of light, but a great want of what Bacon would
I ave called dry light. Whatever Mr Gladstone sees is refracted and dis-

I ted by a false medium of passions and prejudices. His style bears a
; inarkable analogy to his mode of thinking, and indeed exercises great in-

iluence on his mode of thinking. His rhetoric, though often good of its

kind, darkens and perplexes the logic which it should illu.strate. Half his

acuteness and diligence, with a barren im.-iginationand a scanty vocabulary,
would have saved iiim from almost all his mistakes. He has one gift most
dangerous to a speculator, a vast command of a kind of language, grave and
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majestic,, but of vague and uncertain import ; of a kind of language which
affects us much in the same way in which the lofty diction of the chorus of

Clouds affected the simple-hearted Athenian.

w 7^ TO\i <(>6i'yfi.aT0S ws lepbv, Kal a-ffjLvbv, Kal reparQSes.

When propositions have been established, and nothing remains laut to

amplify and decorate them, this dim magnificence may be in place. But if

it is admitted into a demonstration, it is very much worse than absolute

nonsense
;
just as that transparent haze, through which the sailor sees capes

and mountains of false sizes and in false bearings, is more dangerous than
utter darkness. Now, Mr Gladstone is fond of employing the phraseology
of which we speak in those parts of his work which require the utmost per-

spicuity and precision of which human language is capable ; and in this way
he deludes first himself, and tiien his readers. The foundations of his theory,

which ought to be buttresses of adamant, are made out of the flimsy materials

which are fit only for perorations. This fault is one which no subsequent
care or industry can correct. The more strictly Mr Gladstone reasons on
his premises, the more absurd are the conclusions which he brings out ; and,

when at last his good sense and good nature recoil from the horrible practical

inferences to which his theory leads, he is reduced sometimes to take refuge

in arguments inconsistent with his fundamental doctrines, and sometimes to

escape from the legitimate consequences of his false principles, under cover

of equally false history.

It would be unjust not to say that this book, though not a good book,
shows more talent than many good books. It abounds with eloquent and
ingenious passages. It bears the signs of much patient thought. It is

written throughout with excellent taste and excellent temper ; nor does it,

so far as we have observed, contain one expression unworthy of a gentleman,
a scholar, or a Christian. But the doctrines which are put forth in it appear

to us, after full and calm consideration, to be false, to be in the highest

degree pernicious, and to be such as, if followed out in practice to their

legitimate consequences, would inevitably produce the dissolution of society;

and for this opinion we shall proceed to give our reasons with that freedom
which the importance of the subject requires, and which Mr Gladstone, both
by precept and by example, invites us to use, but, we hope, without rude-

ness, and, we are sure, without malevolence.

Before we enter on an examination of this theory, we wish to guard our-

selves against one misconception. It is possible that some persons who have
read Mr Gladstone's book carelessly, and others who have merely heard in

conversation, or seen in a newspaper, that the member for Newark has

written in defence of the Church of England against the supporters of

the voluntary system, may imagine that we are writing in defence of the

voluntary system, and that we desire the abolition of the Established Church.
This is not the case. It would be as unjust to accuse us of attacking the

Church, because we attack Mr Gladstone's doctrines, as it would be to

accuse Locke of wishing for anarchy, because he refuted Kilmer's patriarchal

theory of government, or to accuse Blackstone of recommending the con-

fiscation of ecclesiastical property, because he denied that the right of the

rector to tithe was derived from the Levitical law. It is to be obsei^ved,

that Mr Gladstone rests his case on entirely new grounds, and does not

differ more widely from us than from some of those who have hitherto been
considered as the most illustrious champions of the Church. He is not con-

tent with the ICcclesiastical Polity, and rejoices that the latter part of that

celebrated work "does not carry with it the weight of Hooker's plenary

authority." He is not content with Bishop Warburton's Alliance of Church
and State. "The propositions of that work generally," he says, "are to

I
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be received with qualification ;" ami lie agrees with Holinyhroke in thinking

that Warhuiton's whole theory rests on a fiction. Me is still less satisfied

with I'aky's defence of the Church, which he pronounces to be " tainted bv

the original vice of false ethical principles," and " full of the seeds of evil.
'

He conceives that Dr Chalmers has taken a partial view of the subject, and
" put forth much questionable matter." In truth, on almost every jioint on

wliich we are opposed to Mr Gladstone, we have on our side the authority

of some divine, eminent as a defender of existing establishments.

Mr (Gladstone's whole theory rests on this great fundamental proposition,

that the propagation of religious tnith is one of the principal ends of govern-

ment, as government. If Mr Gladstone has not proved this proposition, his

system vanishes at once.

We are desirous, before we enter on the discussion of this important

question, to point out clearly a distinction which, though very obvious, seems

to be overlooked by many excellent people. In their opinion, to say that

the ends of government are temjjoral and not spiritual is tantamount to say-

ing that the temjioral welfare of man is of more importance than his spiritual

welfare. But this is an entire mistake. The question is not whether sjiiri-

tual interests be or be not superior in importance to temporal interests ; but

whether the machineiy which happens at any moment to be employed for

the purpose of protecting certain temporal interests of a society be necessarily

Hich a machinery as is fitted to promote the spiritual interests of that society.

Without a division of labour the world could not go on. It is of very much
more importance thai men should have food than that they should have

pianofortes. Yet it by no means follows that every pianoforte-maker ought

to add the business of a baker to his own ; for, if he did so, we should have

both much worse music and much worse bread. It is of much more im-

portance that the knowledge of religious truth should be wisely diffused than

that the art of sculpture should flourish among us. Yet it by no means
follows that the Royal Academy ought to unite with its present functions

those of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, to distribute

theological tracts, to send forth missionaries, to turn out Nollekens for being

a Catholic, Bacon for being a Methodist, and Flaxman for being a Sweden-
borgian. For the effect of such folly would be that we should have the worst

possible acadeiiiy of arts, and the worst possible society for the jiromotion

of CMristian knowledge. The community, it is plain, would be thrown into

universal confusion, if it were supposed to be the duty of every association

which is formed for one good object to promote every other good object.

As to some of the ends of civil government, all people are agreed. That

it is designed to protect our persons and our property, that it is designed to

compel us to satisfy our wants, not by rapine, but by industry, that it is

designed to compel us to decide our differences, not by the strong hand, but

by arbitration, that it is designed to direct our whole force, as that of one

man, against any other society which may offer us injury, these arc proposi-

tions which will hardly be disputed.

Now these are matters in which man, without any reference to any higher

being, or to any future state, is very deeply interested. Every human being,

be he idolater, Mahometan, Jew, Papist, Socinian, Deist, or Atheist, natur-

ally loves life, shrinks from pain, desires comforts which can be enjoyed

ily in communities wliere property is secure. To be murdered, to be tor-

red, to be robbed, to be sold into slavery, to be exposed to the outrages

• •' ^^"gs of foreign banditti calling themselves patriots, these are evidently

evils from which men of every religion, and men of no religion, wish to be

protected ; and therefore it will hardly be disputed that men of every religion,

and of no religion, have thus far a common interest in being well governed.

But the hopes and fears of man are not limited to this short life, and to
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this visible world. He finds himself surrounded by the signs of a power and
wisdom liigher than his own ; and, in all ages and nations, men of all orders
of intellect, from Bacon and Newton, down to the itidest tribes of cannibals,

have believed in the existence of some superior mind. Thus far the voice

of mankind is almost unanimous. But whether there be one God, or many,
what may be his natural and what his moral attributes, in what relation his

creatures stand to him, whether he have ever disclosed himself to us by any
other revelation than that which is written in all the parts of the glorious

and well-ordered world which he has made, whether his revelation be con-
tained in any permanent record, how that record should be interpreted, and
whether it have pleased him to appoint any unerring inter]3reter on earth,

these are questions respecting which there exists the widest diversity of

opinion, and respecting which a large part of our race has, ever since the

dawn of regular history, been deplorably in error.

Now here are two great ol^jects : one is the protection of the persons and
estates of citizens from injury ; the other is the propagation of religious truth.

No two objects more entirely distinct can well be imagined. The former
belongs wholly to the visible and tangible world in which we live ; the latter

belongs to that higher world which is beyond the reach of our senses. The
former l^elongs to this life ; the latter to that which is to come. Men who
are perfectly agreed as to the importance of the former object, and as to the

way of obtaining it, differ as widely as possible respecting the latter object.

We must, therefore, pause before we admit that the persons, be they who
they may, who are intrusted with power for the promotion of the former ob-

ject, ought always to use that power for the promotion of the latter object.

Mr Gladstone conceives that the duties of governments are paternal ; a

doctrine which we shall not believe till he can show us some government
which loves its subjects as a father loves a child, and which is as superior in

intelligence to its subjects as a father is to a child. He tells us in lofty

though .somewhat indistinct language, that "Government occupies in moral
the place of ro irav in physical science." If government be indeed rh irdv

in moral science, we do not understand why rulers should not assume all the

functions which Plato assigned to them. Why shouUl they not take away
the child from the mother, select the nurse, I'egiilate the school, overlook the

playground, fix the hours of labour and of recreation, prescribe what ballads

shall be sung, what tunes shall be played, what books shall be read, what
physic shall be swallowed ? Why should not tliey choose our wives, limit

our expenses, and .stint us to a certain number of dishes of meat, of glasses

of wine, and of cups of tea ? Plato, whose hardihood in speculation was
perhaps more wonderful than any other peculiarity of his extraordinary mind,
and who shrank from nothing to which his principles led, went this whole
length. Mr Gladstone is not so intrepid. He contents himself with laying

down this proposition, that, whatever be the body which in any community
is employed to protect the persons and property of men, that body ought
also, in its corporate capacity, to profess a religion, to employ its power for

the propagation of that religion, and to require conformity to that religion,

as an indispensable qualification for all civil office. He distinctly declares

that he does not in this proposition confine his view to orthodox govern-

ments, or even to Christian governments. The circumstance that a religion

is false does not, he tells us, diminish the obligation of governors, as such,

to uphold it. If they neglect to do so, " we cannot," he saj's, "but regard

the fact as aggravating the case of the holders of such creed." " I do not

scrapie to affirm," he adds, "that, if a Mahometan conscientiously believes

his religion to come from God, and to teach divine truth, he must believe

that truth to be beneficial, and beneficial beyond all other things to the soul

of man ; and he must therefore, and ought to desire its extension, and to use
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for its extension all proper and legitiinnte means ; and that, if such Mahome-

tan be a prince, he ought to count among those means the application of

whatever influence or funds he may lawfully have at his disposal for such

purposes."

Surely this is a hard saying. Before we admit that the Emperor Julian,

in employing the influence and the funds at his disposal for the extinction of

Christianity, was doing no more than his duty, before we admit that the

Arian, Theodoric, would have committed a crime if he had sutTered a single

believer in the divinity of Christ to hold any civil employment in Italy, before

we admit that the Dutch government is bound to exclude from oflice all

members of the Church of England, the King of Bavaria to exclude from

office all Protestants, the Great Turk to exclude from oft'ice all Christians,

the King of Ava to exclude from office all who hold the unity of God, we
think oui-selves entitled to demand very full and accurate demonstration.

When the consequences of a doctrine are so startling, we may well require

that its foundations shall be very solid.

The following paragraph is a specimen of the arguments by which Mr
(.iladstone has, as he conceives, established his great fundamental proposi-

tion :

—

"We m.iy st.nte the same proposition in a more general form, in which it snrely must
d univcr>.il assent. Wherever there is power in the universe, that power is the

I.roperty <^f God, the King of that uiiivtrsc—his property of right, however for a time

withholdcn or abused. Now this property is, as it were, realised, is used according to

the will of the owner, when it is used lor the purposes he has ord.iined, and in the temper
of mrrcy, justice, truth, and faith which he has taught us. But those principles never

can be truly, never can be permanently, entertained in the human breast, except by a

continual reference to their source, and the supply of the Divine grace. The powers,

therefore, that dwell in individuals acting as a government, as well as those that dwell in

individuals acting for themselves, can only be secured for right uses by applying to them
a religion."

Here are propositions of vast and indefinite extent, conveyed in language

which has a certain obscure dignity and sanctity, attractive, we doubt not,

to many minds. But the moment that we examine these propositions closely,

the moment that we bring them to the test by nmning over but a very few

of the particulars which are included in them, we find them to be false and

extravagant. The doctrine which "must surely command universal assent"

is this, that every association of human beings which exercises any power

whatever, that is to say, every association of human beings, is bound, as such

association, to profess a religion. Imagine the effect which would follow if

this principle were really in force during four-and-twenty hours. Take one

instance out of a million. A stage-coach company has power over its horses.

This power is the property of God. It is used according to the will of God
when it is used with mercy. But the principle of mercy can never be tndy

or permanently entertained in the human breast without continual reference

to God. The powers, therefore, that dwell in individuals, acting as a stage-

coach company, can only be secured for right uses by applying to them a

religion. Every stage-coach company ought, therefore, in its collective

capacity, to profess .some one faith, to have its articles, and its public wor-

ship, and its tests. That this conclusion, and an infinite number of other

conclusions equally strange, f )liow of necessity from Mr Gladstone's prin-

ciple, is as certain as it is that two and two make four. And, if the legiti-

mate conclusions be so absurd, there must be something unsound in the

principle.

We will quote another passage of the same sort :

—

" Whv. then, we now come to ask, should the governing bo<ly in a slate profess a reli-

gion ? First, because it is composed of individual men : and thev. being appointed to act

in a definite mor.-il capacity, must sanctify their .icts done in th.it capacity by the offices

of religion : inasmuch as the acts cannot otherwise be acceptable to God. or any thing
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but sinful and punishable in themselves. And whenever we turn our face away from
God in our conduct, we are living atheistically In fulfilment, then, of his obliga-
tions as an individual, the statesman must be a worshipping man. But his acts are
public— the powers and instruments with which he works are public—acting under and
by the authority of the law, he moves at his word ten thousand subject arms ; and because
such energies are thus essentially public, and wholly out of the range of mere individual
agency, they must be sanctified not only by the private personal prayers and piety of
those who fill public situations, but also by public acts of the men composing the public
body. They must offer prayer and praise in their public and collective character—in

that character wherein they constitute the organ of the nation, and wield its collective
force. Wherever there is a reasoning agency, there is a moral duty and responsibility
involved in it. The governors are reasoning agents for the nation, in their conjoint acts

as such. And therefore there must be attached to this agency, as that without which
none of our responsibilities can be met, a religion. And this religion must be that of

the conscience of the governor, or none."

Here again we find propositions of vast sweep, and of sound so orthodox
and solemn that many good people, we doubt not, have been greatly edified

by it. But let us examine the wwrds closely ; and it will immediately become
plain that, if these principles be once admitted, there is an end of all society.

No combination can be formed for any purpose of mutual help, for trade, for

public works, for the relief of the sick or the poor, for the promotion of art

or science, unless the members of the combination agree in their theological

opinions. Take any such combination at random, the London and Birming-
ham Railway Company for example, and observe to what consequences Mr
Gladstone's arguments inevitably lead. " Why should the Directors of the

Railway Company, in their collective capacity, profess a religion? First,

because the direction is composed of individual men appointed to act in a

definite moral capacity, bound to look carefully to the property, the limbs,

and the lives of their fellow-creatures, bound to act diligently for their con-

stituents, bound to govern their servants with humanity and justice, bound
to fulfil with fidelity many important contracts. They must, therefore,

sanctify their acts by the offices of religion, or these acts will be sinful and
punishable in themselves. In fulfilment, then, of his obligations as an in-

dividual, the Director of the London and Birmingham Railway Company
must be a worshipping man. But his acts are public. He acts for a body.
He moves at his word ten thousand subject arms. And because these

energies are out of the range of his mere individual agency, they must be
sanctified by public acts of devotion. The Railway Directors must offer

prayer and praise in their public and collective character, in that character

wherewith they constitute the organ of the Company, and wield its collected

power. Wherever there is reasoning agency, there is moral responsibility.

The Directors are reasoning agents for the Company. And therefore there

must be attached to this agency, as that without which none of our responsi-

bilities can be met, a religion. And this religion must be that of the con-

science of the Director himself, or none. There must be pul)lic worship and
a test. No Jew, no Socinian, no Presbyterian, no Catholic, no (Quaker,

must be permitted to be the organ of the (Company, and to wield its col-

lected force." Would Mr Gladstone really defend this proposition? We
are sure that he would not ; but we are sure that to this proposition, and to

innumerable similar propositions, his reasoning inevitably leads.

Again,—
" National will and agency are indisputably one, binding either a dissentient minority

or the subject body, in a manner that nothing but the recognition of the doctrine of

national personality can justify. National honour and good faith are words in every
one's mouth. How do they less imply a personality in nations than the duty towards
God, for which we now contend? They are strictly and essentially distinct from the
honour and good faith of the individuals composing the nation. ?rance is a person to

us, and we to her. A wilful'- injury done to her is a moral act, and a moral act quite

distinct from the acts of all the individuals composing the nation. Upon broad facts like

these we may rest, without resorting to the more technical proof which the laws afford
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m their manner of dealing with corporations. If, then, a nation have unity of will, have

pervaJing sympathies, have capability of reward and iufrering contingent upon its acts,

shall we deny its responsibility : its need of a re igion to meet that responsibility? ....
A nation, then, having a personality, lies under the ob'igation, like the individuals com-

posing its governing body, of sanctifying the acts of th.^t personality by the offices of

religion, and thus we have a new and imperative ground for the exi.-lcncc of a state

A new ground we have here, cerUinly, but whether very imperative may

be doubted. Is it not perfectly clear, that this argument applies with exactly

as much force to every combination of human beings for a common purpose,

as to governments ?
'

Is there any such combination in the world, whether

technicallv a corporation or not, which has not this collective personality

from which Mr Gladstone deduces such extraordinary consequences? Look

at banks, insurance offices, dock companies, canal companies, gas companies,

hospiUls, dispensaries, associations for the relief of the poor, associations

for apprehending malefactors, associations of medical pupils for procuring

subjects, associations of country- gentlemen for keeping fox-hounds, book

societies, benefit societies, clubs of all ranks, from those which have lined

Pail-Mall and St James's Street with their palaces, down to the Free-and-

easy which meets in the shabby parlour of a village inn. Is there a single

one of these combinations to which Mr Gladstone's argument will not apply

xs well as to the State ? In all these combinations, in the Bank of Englajid,

for example, or in the Athenxum club, the will and agency of the society

are one, and bind the dissentient minority. The Bank and the Athenaeum

have a good faith and a justice different from the good faith and justice of

the individual members. The Bank is a person to those who deposit bullion

with it. The Athenaeum is a person to the butcher and the wine-merchant.

If the Athenpeum keeps money at the Bank, the two societies are as much

persons to each other as England and France. Either society may pay its

debts honestly ; either may try to defraud his creditors ; either may increase

in prosperity'; either may fall'into difficulties. If, then, they have this unity

of will ; if they are capable of doing and suffering good and evil, can we, to

use Mr Gladstone's words, "deny their responsibility, or their need of a

religion to meet that responsibility?" Joint-stock banks, therefore, and

clubs, " having a personality, lie under the necessity of sanctifying that per-

sonality by the offices of religion ; " and thus we have " a new and impera-

tive ground " for requiring all the directors and clerks of joint-stock banks,

and all the officers of clubs, to qualify by taking the sacrament.

The truth is that Mr Gladstone has fallen into an error very common among

men of less talents than his owm. It is not unusual for a person who is eager

to prove a particular proposition to assume a tnajor of huge extent, which

includes that particular proposition, without ever reflecting that it includes

a great deal more. The fatal facility with which Mr Gladstone multiplies

expressions stately and sonorous, but of indeterminate meaning, eminently

qualifies him to practise this sleight on himself and on his readers. He lays

down broad general doctrines alxiut power, when the only power of which

he is thinking is the power of governments, and about conjoint action, when

the only conjoint action of which he is thinking is the conjoint action of

citizens in a state. He first resolves on his conclusion. He then makes a

major of most comprehensive dimensions, and, having satisfied himself that

it contains his conclusion, never troubles himself about what else it may
contain : and as soon as we examine it, we find that it contains an infinite

number of conclusions, every one of which is a monstrous absurdity.

It is perfectly true that it would be a very good thing if all the members
of all the associations in the world were men of sound religious views. We
have no doubt that a good Christian will be under the guidance of Christian

principles, in his conduct as director of a canal company or steward of a
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charity dinner. If he were, to recur to a case which we have before put, a
member of a stage-coach company, he would, in that capacity, remember
that "a righteous man regardeth the Hfe of his beast." But it does not fol-

low that every association of men must, therefore, as such association, pro-
fess a religion. It is evident that many great and useful objects can be at-

tained in this M'orld only by co-operation. It is equally evident that there

cannot be efficient co-operation, if men proceed on the principle that they
must not co-operate for one object unless they agree about other objects.

Nothing seems to us more beautiful or admirable in our social system than
the facility with which thousands of people who perhaps agree only on a
single point, can combine their energies for the purpose of carrying that

single point. We see daily instances of this. Two men, one of them obsti-

nately prejudiced against missions, the other president of a missionary society,

sit together at the board of a hospital, and heartily concur in measures for

the healtli and comfort of the patients. Two men, one of whom is a zealous

supporter and the other a zealous opponent of the system pursued in Lan-
caster's schools, meet at the Mendicity Society, and act together with the

utmost cordiality. The general rule we take to be undoubtedly this, that it

is lawful and expedient for men to unite in an association for the prom.otion

of a good object, though they may differ with respect to other objects of

still higher importance.

It will hardly be denied that the security of the persons and property of

men is a good object, and that the best way, indeed the only way, of pro-

moting tliat object, is to combine men together in certain great corjiorations

which are called .States. These corporations are very variously, and, for the

most part, very imperfectly organized. Many of them abound with fright-

ful abuses. But it seems reasonable to believe that the worst that ever

existed was, on the whole, preferable to complete anarchy.

Now, reasoning from analogy, we should say that these great corporations

would, like all other associations, be likely to attain their end most perfectly

if that end were kept singly in view ; and that to refuse the services of those

who are admirably qualified to promote that end, because they are not also

qualified to promote some other end, however excellent, seems at first sight

as unreasonable as it would be to provide that nobody who was not a fellow

of the Society of Antiquaries should be a governor of the Eye Infimiary
;

or that nobody who was not a member of the Society for promoting Chris-

tianity among the Jews should be a trustee of the Literary Fund.
It is impossible to name any collection of human beings to which Mr

Gladstone's reasonmgs would apj^ly more strongly than to an army. Where
shall we find more complete unity of action than in an army ? Where else

do so many human beings implicitly obey one ruling mind ? What other

mass is there which moves so much like one man ? Where is such tremendous
power intrusted to those who command ? Where is so awful a responsi-

bility laid upon them ? If Mr Gladstone has made out, as he conceives, an
imperative necessity for a State Religion, much more has he made it out to

be imperatively necessary that every army should, in its collective capacity,

profess a religion. Is he prepared to adopt this consequence ?

On the morning of the 13th of August, in the year 1704, two great cap-

tains, equal in authority, united by close private and public ties, but of dif-

ferent creeds, prepared for a battle, on the event of which were staked the

liberties of Europe. Marlborough had passed a part of the night in prayer,

and before daybreak received the sacrament according to the rites of the

Church of England. He then hastened to join Eugene, who had probably
just confessed himself to a Popish priest. The generals consulted together,

formed their plan in concert, and repaired each to his own post. Marl-
borough gave orders for public prayers. The Enclish chaj^lains read the ser-
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vice at the head of the English regimsnts. The Calvinistic chaplains of the
Dutch army, with heads on which hand of Bishop had never been laid,

poured forth their supplications in front of their countrymen. In the mean
time, the Danes might listen to their Lutheran ministers ; and Capuchins
might encourage the Austrian squadrons, and pray to the Virgin for a bless-

ing on the arms of the Holy Roman Empire. The battle commences, and
these men of various religions all act like members of one bo<ly. The
Catholic and the Protestant general e.xert themselves to assist and to surpass
each other. Before sunset the Empire is saved. France has lost in a day
the fruits of eighty years of intrigue and of victor)-. And the allies, after

conquering together, return thanks to God separately, each after his own
form of worship. Now is this practical atheism ? Would any man in his

senses say, that, because the allied army had unity of action and a common
interest, and because a heavy responsibility lay on its Chiefs, it was there-
fore imjieratively necessary that the Army should, as an Army, have one
established religion, that Eugene should be deprived of his command for

being a Catholic, that all the Dutch and Austrian colonels should be broken
for not subscribing the Thirty-nine Articles? Certainly not. The most
ignorant grenadier on the field of battle would have seen the absurdity of
such a proposition. " I know," he would have said, " that the Prince of

Savoy goes to mass, and that our Corporal John cannot abide it ; but what
has the mass to do with the taking of the village of Blenheim ? The prince
wants to beat the French, and so does CorporaJ John. If we stand by each
other we shall most likely beat them. If we send all the Papists and Dutch
away, Tallard will have every man of us." Mr Gladstone himself, we
imagine, would admit that our honest grenadier would have the best of the
argument; and if so, what follows? Even this : that all Mr Gladstone's
general principles alx)ut power, and responsibility, and personality, and
conjoint action, must be given up ; and that, if his theory is to stand at all,

it must stand on some other foundation.

We have now, we conceive, shown that it may be proper to form men into

combinations for important purposes, which combinations shall have unity

and common interests, and shall be under the direction of rulers intrusted

with great power and lying under solemn responsibility ; and yet that it may
be highly improper that these combinations should, as such, profess any one
system of religious belief, or perform any joint act of religious worship.
How, then, is it proved that this may not be the case with some of those
great combinations which we call States ? ^^'e firmly believe that it is the
case with some states. We firmly believe that there are communities in

which it would be as absurd to mix up theology with government, as it would
have been in the right wing of the allied army at Blenheim to commence a
controversy with the left wing, in the middle of the battle, about purgatory
and the worship of images.

It is the duty, Mr Gladstone telLs us, of the persons, be they who they
may, who hold supreme power in the state, to employ that power in order
to promote whatever they may deem to be theological truth. Now, surely,

before he can call on us to admit this proposition, he is bound to prove that

these persons are likely to do more good than harm by so employing their

power. The first question is whether a government, proposing to itself the

t)ropagation of religious truth, as one of JLs principal ends, is more likely to

ead the people right than to lead them wrong? Mr Gladstone evades this

question ; and perhaps it was his wisest course to do so.

" If," s.iys he, " the povemment be sjood, let it have its natural duties and powers at its

command : but, if not pood, let it be made so. . . . We follow, therefore, the true course

m looking first for ihe true i'Sf'a, or abstract conception of a eovemment, of course with
aUowance for the evil And (r.ulty thai are ia mao. ajid then in f xamining whether there
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be comprised in that /5ea a capacity and consequent duty on the part of a government
to lay down ajiy laws, or devote any means for the purposes of religion,—in short, to

exercise a choice upon religion.

Of course, Mr Gladstone has a perfect right to argue any abstract ques-

tion, provided he will constantly bear in mind that it is only an abstract

question that he is arguing. Whether a perfect government would or would
not be a good machinery for the propagation of religious tmth is certainly

a harmless, and may, for aught we know, be an edifying subject of inquiry.

But it is very important that we should remember that there is not, and
never has been, any such government in the world. There is no harm at

all in inquiring what course a stone thrown into the air would take, if the

law of gravitation did not operate. But the consequences would be unplea-

sant, if the inquirer, as soon as he had finished his calculation, were to begin

to throw stones about in all directions, without considering that his conclusion

rests on a false hypothesis, and that his projectiles, instead of flying away
through infinite space, will speedily return in parabolas, and break the

windows and heads of his neighbours.

It is very easy to say that governments are good, or if not good, ought to

be made so. But what is meant by good government ? And how are all

the bad governments in the world to be made good ? And of what value is

theory which is true only on a supposition in the highest degree extravagant?

We do not, however, admit that, if a government were, for all its tem-

poral ends, as perfect as human frailty allows, such government would,

therefore, be necessarily qualified to propagate trae religion. For we see

that the fitness of governments to propagate true religion is by no means
proportioned to their fitness for the temporal ends of their institution.

Looking at individuals, we see that the princes under whose rule nations

have been most ably protected from foreign and domestic dis rbance, and
have made the most rapid advances in civilisation, have been by no means
good teachers of divinity. Take, for example, the best French sovereign,

Henry the Fourth, a king who re.stored order, tenninated a terrible civil

war, brought the finances into an excellent condition, made his country
respected throughout Europe, and endeared himself to the great body of

the people whom he ruled. Yet this man was twice a Huguenot, and twice

a Papist. He was, as Davila hints, strongly suspected of having no religion

at all in theory ; and was certainly not much under religious restraints in

his practice. Take the Czar Peter, the Empress Catherine, Frederick the

Great. It will surely not be disputed that these sovereigns, with all their

faults, were, if we consider them with reference merely to the temporal ends
of government, above the average of merit. Considered as theological

guides, Mr Gladstone would probably put them below the most abject

drivellers of the Spanish branch of the house of Bourbon. Again, when
we pass from individuals to systems, we by no means find that the aptitude

of governments for propagating religious truth is proportioned to their apti-

tude for secular functions. Without being blind admirers either of the

French or of the American institutions, we think it clear that the persons

and property of citizens are better protected in France and in New England
than in almost any society that now exists, or that has ever existed ; very

much belter, certainly, than in the Roman empire under the orthodox rule

of Constantine and Theodosius. But neither the government of France,

nor that of New England, is so organized as to be fit for the propagation of

theological doctrines. Nor do we think it improbable that the most serious

religious errors might prevail in a state which, considered merely with

reference to temporal objects, might approach far nearer than any that has

ever been known to the Ihia. of what a state should be.

But we shall leave this abstract question, and look at the world as we
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find it. Does, then, the way in which governments generally obtain their

jKjwer make it at all prul.able that they will l)e more favourable to orthodoxy

than to hetero<loxy ? A nation of barbarians pours down on a rich and

unwarlike empire, enslaves the people, portions out the land, and blends

the institutions which it finds in the cities with those which it has brought

from the woods. A handful of daring adventurers from a civilised nation

wander to some savage counlr}-, and reduce the aboriginal race to bondage.

A successful general turns his arms against the state which he serves. A
society, made brutal by oppression, rises madly on its masters, sweeps away
all old laws and usages, and, when its first paroxysm of rage is over, sinks

down passively untier any form of polity which may spring out of tlie chaos.

A chief of a party, as at Florence, becomes imperceptibly a sovereign, and

the founder of a dynasty. S. captain of mercenaries, as at M ilan, seizes on

a city, and by the sword makes himself its ruler. An elective senate, as at

Venic-e, usurps permanent and hereditary power. It Ls in events such as

these that governments have generally originated ; and we can see nothing

in such events to warrant us in believing that the governments thus called

into existence will be peculiarly well fitted to distinguish between religious

truth and heresy.

When, again, we look at the constitutions of governments which have

become settled, we find no great security for the orthodoxy of rulers. One
magistrate holds power because his name was drawn out of a purse ; an-

other, because his father held it before him. There are representative sys-

tems of all sorts, large ci^stituent bodies, small constituent botlies, universal

suffrage, high pecuniary qualifications. We see that, for the temporal ends

of government, sc^me of these constitutions are very skilfully constructed, and
that the very worst of them is preferable to anarchy. We see some sort of

connection between the very worst of them and the temporal well-being of

society. But it passes our understanding to comprehend what connection

any one of them has with theological truth.

And how stands the fact ? Have not almost all the governments in the

world always been in the wrong on religious subjects? Mr Gladstone, we
imagine, would say that, except in the lime of Constantine, of Jovian, and
of a very few of their successors, and occasionally in England since the

Reformation, no gcjvemment has ever been sincerely fi-iendly to the pure

and apostolical Church of Christ. If, therefijre, it be true that every ruler

is bound in conscience to use his power for the propagation of his own reli-

gion, it will follow that, for one ruler who has been bc)und in conscience to

use his power for the propagation of truth, a tho\isand have been bound in

conscience to use their power for the propagation of fal.sehood. Surely this

LS a conclu.sion from which common sense recoils. Surely, if experience

shows that a certain machine, when used to produce a certain effect, does
not produce that effect once in a thousand times, but produces, in the vast

majority of cases, an effect directly contrary-, we cannot lie wronj,' in saying

\hat it is not a machine of which the principal end is to be so used.

If, in<leetl, the magistrate woidd content himself with laying his opinions

and reasons before the peojile, and would lea\-e the people, uncorrupted
by hope or fear, to judge for themselves, we should see little reason to

apprehend that his interference in favour of error wouM be seriously pre-

judicial to the interests of truth. Nor do we, as will hereafter be seen,

object to his taking this course, when it is compatible with the efficient dis-

charge of his more especial duties. But this will not satisfy Mr Gla<lstone.

He would have the magistrate resort to means which have a great tendency
to make malcontents, to make hypocrites, to make careless nominal con-
formisLs, but no tendency whatever to produce honest and rational convic-
tion. It seems to us quite clear that an inquirer who has no wisli except
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to know the truth, is more likely to arrive at the truth than an inquirer who
knows that, if he decides one way, he shall be rewarded, and that, if he
decides the other way, he shall be punished. Now, Mr Gladstone would
have governments propagate their opinions by excluding all dissenters from
all civil offices. That is to say, he would have governments propagate their

opinions by a process which has no reference whatever to the truth or false-

hood of those opinions, by arbitrarily uniting certain worldly advantages
with one set of doctrines, and certain worldly inconveniences with another
set. It is of the very nature of argument to serve the interests of truth ; but
if rewards and punishments serve tlie interest of truth, it is by mere acci-

dent. It is very much easier to find arguments for the divine authority of

the Gospel than for the divine authority of the Koran. But it is just as easy
to bribe or rack a Jew into Mahometanism as into Christianity.

From racks, indeed, and from all penalties directed against the persons,

the property, and the liberty of heretics, the humane spirit of Mr Gladstone
shrinks with horror. He only maintains that conformity to the religion of

the state ouglit to be an indispensable qualification for office ; and he would,
unless we have greatly misunderstood him, think it his duty, if he had the
power, to revive the Test Act, to enforce it rigorously, and to extend it to

important classes who were formerly exempt from its operation.

This is indeed a legitimate consequence of his principles. But why ^top
here? Why not roast dissenters at slow fires? All the general reasonings

on which this theory rests evidently lead to sanguinary persecution. If the

propagation of religious truth be a principal end of government, as govern-

ment ; if it be the duty of a government to employ for that end its constitu-

tional power ; if the constitutional power of governments extends, as it most
unquestionably does, to the making of laws for the burning of heretics ; if

burning be, as it most assuredly is, in many cases, a most effectual mode of

suppressing opinions ; why should we not bum ? If the relation in which
government ought to stand to the people be, as Mr Gladstone tells us, a

paternal relation, we are irresistibly led to the conclusion that persecution

is justifiable. For the right of propagating opinions by punishment is one
which belongs to parents as clearly as the right to give instruction. A boy
is compelled to attend family worship : he is forbidden to read irreligious

books : if he will not learn his catechism, he is sent to bed without his

supper : if he plays truant at church-time a task is set him. If he should

dis])lay the precocity of his talents by expressing impious opinions before his

brothers and sisters, we should not much blame his father for cutting short

the controversy with a horse-whip. All the reasons which lead us to think

that parents are peculiarly fitted to conduct the education of their children,

and that education is a principal end of the parental relation, lead us also

to think, that parents ought to be allowed to use jHrnishment, if necessary,

for the purpose of forcing children, who are incapable of judging for them-
selves, to receive religious instruction and to attend religious worship. Why,
then, is this prerogative of punishment, so eminently paternal, to be with-

held from a paternal government ? It seems to us, also, to be the height of

absurdity to employ civil disabilities for the propagation of an opinion, and
then to shrink from employing other punishments for the same purpose.

For nothing can be clearer than that, if you punish at all, you ought to

punish enough. The pain caused by punishment is pure unmixed evil, and
never ought to be inflicted, except for the sake of some good. It is mere
foolish cruelty to provide penalties which torment the criminal without pre-

venting the crime. Now it is possible, by sanguinary persecution unrelent-

ingly inflicted, to suppress opinions. In this way the Albigenses were put

down. In this way the Lollards were put down. In this way the fair pro-

mise of the Reformation was blighted in Italy and Spain. But we may safety
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defy Mr Gladstone to point out a single instance in which the system which
he reci>mmends has succeeded.

And why should he l>e so tender-hearted? What rea^^sn can he give for

hanging a murderer, and suffering a heresiarch to escape without even a
pecuniary mulct ? Is the heresiarch a less pernicious member of society than
the murderer? Is not the loss of one soul a greater evil than the extinction

of many lives ? And the number of murders committed by the most profli-

gate bravo that ever let out his poniard to hire in Italy, or by the most
savage buccaneer that ever prowled on the Windward Station, is small in-

deed, when compared with the number of souls which have been caught in

the snares of one dexterous heresiarch. If, tlien, the heresiarch causes in-

finitely greater evils than the murderer, why is he not as proper an object of

penal legislation as the murderer ? We can give a reason, a reason, short,

simple, decisive, and consistent. We do not extenuate the evil which the
heresiarch produces ; but we say that it is not evil of that .sort against which
it is the end of government to guard. But how Mr Gladstone, who considers

the evil which the heresiarch produces as evil of the sort against which it is

the end of government to guard, can escape from the obvious consequence
of his doctrine, we do not understand. The world is full of parallel c.ises.

An orange-woman stops up the pavement with her wheelbarrow, and a

policeman takes her into custody. A miser who has amassed a million

suffers an old friend and benefactor to die in a workhouse, and cannot be
questioned before any tribunal for his baseness and ingratitude. Is this be-
cause legislators think the orange-woman's conduct worse than the miser's ?

Not at all. It is because the stopping up of the pathway is one of the evils

against which it is the business of the public authorities to jjrotect society,

and heartlessness is not one of those evils. It would be the height of folly

to say that the miser ought, indeed, to be punished, but that he ought to be
punished less severely than the orange-woman.
The heretical Constantius perseaites Athanasius ; and why not ? Shall

Caesar punish the robber who ha.s taken one purse, and spare the wretch
who has taught millions to rob the Creator of his honour, and to bestow it

on the creature ? The orthodox Theodosius persecutes the Arians, and
with equal reason. Shall an insult offered to the Ca.'sarean majesty be ex-
piated by death ; and shall there be no penally for him who degrades to the
rank of a creature the almighty, the infinite Creator? We have a short
answer for both :

" To Cxsar the things which are Csesar's. Ccesar is

appointed for the punishment of robbers and rebels. He is not appointed for

the purpose of either propagating or exterminating the doctrine of the con-
substantiality of the Father and the Son." " Not so," says Mr Gladstone.
" Cjesar is bound in conscience to propagate whatever he thinks to be the
truth as to this question. Constantius is bound to establish the Arian
worship throughout the empire, and to displace the bravest captains of his
legi«ns, and the ablest ministers of his treasury, if they hold the Nicene faith.

Theodosius is equally bound to turn out every public servant whom his Arian
predecessors have put in. But if Constantius lays on Athanasius a fine of
a single aureus, if Theodosius imprisons an Arian presbyter for a week, this

is most unjustifiable oppression." Our readers will be curious to know how
this distinction is made out.

The reasons which Mr Ciladstone gives against persecution affecting life,

limb, and property, may be di\-ided into two classes ; first, reasons wliich
can be called reasons only by extreme courtesy, and which nothing but the
most deplorable necessity would ever have induced a man of his abilities to
use ; and, secondly, reasons which are really reasons, and which have so
much force that they not only completely prove his exception, but com-
pletely upset his general rule. His artillery on this occasion is composed
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of two sorts, pieces which will not go off at all, and pieces which go off with
a vengeance, and jecoil with most crushing effect upon himself.

" We, as fallible c^^tures," says Mr Gladstone, " have no right, from any bare specu-
lations of our own, to administer pains and penalties to our fellow-creatures, whether op
social or religious grounds. We have the right to enforce the laws of the land by such
pains and penalties, because it is expressly given by Him who has declared that the civil

rulers are to bear the sword for the punishment of evil-doers, and for the encouragement
of them that do well. And so, in things spiritual, had it pleased God to give to the
Church or the State this power, to be permanently exercised over their members, or man-
kind at large, we should h.-xve the right to use it ; but it does not appear to have been so
received, and consequently, it should not be exercised.

We should be sorry to think that the security of our lires and property

from persecution rested on no better ground than this. Is not a teacher of

heresy an evil-doer ? Has not heresy been condemned in many countries,

and in our own among them, by the laws of the land, which, as Mr Gladstone
says, it is justifiable to enforce by penal sanctions? If a heretic is not specially

mentioned in the te.xt to which Mr Gladstone refers, neither is an assassin,

a kidnapper, or a highwayman : and if the silence of the New Testament as

to all interference of governments to stop the progress of heresy be a reason

for not fining or imprisoning heretics, it is surely just as good a reason for

not excluding them from office.

" God," says Mr Gladstone, " has seen fit to authorize the employment of force in the
one case and not in the other ; for it was with regard to chastisement inflicted by the
sword for an insult offered to himself that the Redeemer declared his kingdom not to be
of this world ;—meaning, apparently in an especial manner, that it should be otherwise
than after this world's fashion, in respect to the sanctions by which its laws should be
maintained."

Now here Mr Gladstone, quoting from memory, has fallen into an error.

The very remarkable words which he cites do not appear to have had any
reference to the wound inflicted by Peter on Malchus. They were addressed

to Pilate, in answer to the question, "Art thou the King of the Jews?" We
cannot help saying that v/e are surprised that Mr Gladstone .should not have
more accurately verified a quotation on which, according to him, principally

depends the right of a hundred millions of his fellow-subjects, idolaters, Mus-
sulmans, Catholics, and dissenters, to their property, their liberty, and their

lives.

Mr Gladstone's humane interpretations of Scripture are lamentably desti-

tute of one recommendation, which he considers as of the highest value : they

are by no means in accordance with the general precepts or practice of the

Church, from the time when the Christians became strong enough to perse-

cute down to a very recent period. A dogma favourable to toleration is

certainly not a dogma qiiod semper, quod ubujue, quod omnibus. Bossuet was
able to say, we fear with too much truth, that on one point all Christians had
long been unanimous, the right of the civil magistrate to propagate truth by
the sword ; that even heretics had been orthodox as to this right, and that

the Anabaptists and Socinians were the first who called it in question. We
will not pretend to say what is the best explanation of the text under con-

sideration ; but we are sure that Mr Gladstone's is the worst. According to

him, government ought to exclude dissenters from office, but not to fine them,

becau.se Christ's kingdom is not of this world. We do not see why the line

may not be drawn at a hundred other places as well as that which he has

chosen. We do not see why Lard Clarendon, in recommending the act of

1664 against conventicles, might not have said, " It hath been thought by

some that this classis of men might with advantage be not on4y imprisoned

but pilloried. But methinks, my Lords, we are inhibited from the punish-

ment of the pillory by that Scripture, ' My kingdom is not of this world. '

"

Archbishop Laud, when he sate on Burton in the Star Chamber, might have

said, " I pronounce for the pilloiyj and, indeed, I could wish that all such
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wretches were delivered to the fire, but that our Lord hath said that his

kingdom is not of this world." And Gardiner might have written to the

Shcnff of Oxfordshire ; "See that execution be done without fail on Master
Kidley and Master Latimer, as you will answer the same to the (^)ueen's grace

at your peril. But if they shall desire to have some gunpowder for the short-

ening of their tomient, I see not but you may grant it, as it is written,

Jic'ipium mtum non est de hoc mundo ; that is to say, My kingdom is not of

this world."

Hut Mr Gladstone has other arguments against persecution, arguments
which are of so much weight, that they are decisive not only against perse-

cution but against his whole theory. " The government," he says, " is in-

competent to exercise minute and constant supervision over religious opinion."

And hence he infers, that "a government exceeds its province when it comes
to adapt a scale of punishments to variations in religious opinion, according
to their respective degrees of variation from the established creed. To decline

affording countenance to sects is a single and simple rule. To punish their

professors, according to their several errors, even were there no other objec-

tion, is one for which the state must assume ftmctions wholly ecclesiastical,

and for which it is not intrinsically fitted."

This is, in our opinion, quite true. But how does it agree with Mr Glad-
stone's theory ? \Vhat ! the government incompetent to exercise even such
a degree of supervision over religious opinion as is implied by the jiunish-

nient of the most deadly heresy ! The government incompetent to measure
even the grossest deviations from the standard of truth ! The government
not intrinsically qualified to judge of the comparative enormity of any theo-

logical errors ! The government so ignorant on these subjects that it is

coinpelietl to leave, not merely subtle heresies, discernible only by the eye
of a Cyril, or a Bucer, but Socinianism, Deism, Mahometanism, Idolatry,

Atheism, unpunished ! To whom does Mr Gladstone assign the office of

selecting a religion for the state, from among hundreds of religions, every
one of which lays claim to truth? Even to this same government, which is

now pronounced to be so unfit for theological investigations that it cannot
venture to punish a man for worshipping a lump of stone with a score ot

heads and hands ! We do not remember ever to have fallen in with a more
extraordinary instance of inconsistency. When Mr Gladstone wishes to prove
that the government ought to establish and endow a religion, and to fence

it with a Test Act, government is rd vom in the moral world. Those who
would confine it to secular ends take a low view of its nature. A religion

must lie attaches! to its agency ; and this religion must be that of the con-

science of the governor, or none. It is for the Governor to decide between
Papists and Protestants, Jansenists and Molinists, Arminians and Calvinists,

Episcopalians and Presbyterians, Sabellians and Tritheists, Homoousians
and Homoiousians, Nestoriansand Eutychians, Monothelites and Monophy-
sites, Poedobaptists and Anabaptists. It is for him to rejudge the acts of
Nice and Rimini, of Ephesus and Chalceiion, of Constantinople and St John
Lateran, of Trent and Dort. It is for him to arbitrate between the Greek
and the I^tin procession, and to determine whether that mysterious yf//w/«e'

shall or shall not have a place in the national creed. When he has made
up his mind, he is to tax the whole community in order to pay people to

teach his opinion, whatever it may be. He is to rely on his own judgment,
though it may be opposed to that of nine tenths of the society. lie is to act
on his own judgment, at the risk of exciting the most formidable discontents.
He is to inflict perhaps on a great majority of the population, what, whether
Mr Gladstone may choose to call it persecution or not, will always be felt

as persecution by those who suffer it. He is, on account of differences often

too slight for vulgar comprehension, to deprive the state of the services of
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the ablest men. He is to debase and enfeeble the community which he
governs, from a nation into a sect. In our own country, for example,
millions of Catholics, millions of Protestant Dissenters, are to be excluded
from all power and honours. A great hostile fleet is on the sea ; but Nelson
is not to command in the Channel if in the mystery of the Trinity he con-
founds the persons. An invading army has landed in Kent ; but the Duke
of Wellington is not to be at the head of our forces if he divides the sub-

stance. And after all this, Mr Gladstone tells us, that it would be wrong to

imprison a Jew, a Mussulman, or a Budhist, for a day ; because really a
government cannot understand these matters, and ought not to meddle with
questions which belong to the Church. A singular theologian, indeed, this

government ! .So learned that it is competent to exclude Grotius from office

for bemg a Se - i - Pelagian, so unlearned that it is incompetent to fine a
Hindoo peasant a rupee for going on a pilgrimage to J uggernaut.

"To solicit and persuade one another," says Mr Gladstone, "are privileges which
belong to us at'; and the wiser and better man is bound to advise the less wise and good :

but he is not oiii/ not bound, he is not allowed, speaking generally, to coerce him. It

is untrue, then, that the same considerations which bind a government to submit a reli-

gion to the free choice of the people would therefore justify their enforcing its adoption."

Granted. But it is true that all the same considerations which would jus-

tify a government in propagating a religion by means of civil disabilities

would justify the propagating of that religion by penal laws. To solicit

!

Is it solicitation to tell a Catholic Duke, that he must abjure his religion or

walk out of the House of Lords ? To persuade ! Is it persuasion to tell a

barrister of distinguished eloquence and learning that he shall grow old in

his stuff gown, while his pupils are seated above him in ermine, because he
cannot digest the damnatory clauses of the Athanasian creed ? Would Mr
Gladstone think that a religious system which he considers as false, Socini-

anism, for example, was submitted to his free choice, if it were submitted in

these terms ?— " If you obstinately adhere to the faith of the Nicene fathers,

you shall not be burned in Smithfield
;
you shall not be sent to Dorchester

gaol
;
you shall not even pay double land-tax. But you shall be shut out

from all situations in which you might exercise your talents with honour to

yourself and advantage to the country. The House of Commons, the bench
of magi.stracy, are not for such as you. You shall see younger men, your
inferiors in station and talents, rise to the highest dignities and attract the

gaze of nations, while you are doomed to neglect and obscurity. If you have
a son of the highest promi.se, a son such as other fathers would contemplate
with delight, the developement of his fine talents and of his generous ambi-
tion shall be a torture to you. You shall look on him as a being doomed to

lead, as you have led, the abject life of a Roman or a Neapolitan in the

midst of the great English people. All tho.se high honours, so much more
precious than the most costly gifts of despots, with which a fi-ee country de-

corates its illustrious citizens, shall be to him, as they have been to you,

objects not of hope and virtuous emulation, but of hopeless, envious pining.

Educate him, if you wish him to feel his degradation. Educate him, if you
wish to .stimulate his cravmg for what he never must enjoy. Educate him,

if you would imitate the barbarity of that Celtic tyrant who fed his prisoners

on salted food till they called eagerly for drink, and then let down an empty
cup into the dungeon, and left them to die of thirst." Is this to solicit, to

persuade, to submit religion to the free choice of man? Would a fine of a

thousand pounds, would imprisonment in Newgate for six months, under
circumstances not disgraceful, give Mr Gladstone the pain which he would
feel, if he were to be told that he was to be dealt with in the way in which
he would himself deal with more than one half of his countrymen ?

We are not at all surprised to fi«d such inconsistency even m a man of Mr
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Gladstone's talents. The truth is, that every man is, to a great extent, the
creature of the age. It is to no puijiose that he resists the influence which
the vast mass, in which he is but an atom, must exercise on him. 1 le may
try to be a man of the tentli century : hut he cannot. Whether he will or no,

he must be a man of the nineteenth century. He shares in the motion of

the moral xs well as in that of the physical world. He can no more be as
intolerant as he would have been in the days of the Tudors than he can stand
in the evening exactly where he stood in the morning. The globe goes round
from west to east ; and he must go round with it. When he says that he is

where he was, he means only that he has moved at the same rate with all

around him. ^\'hen he says that he hxs gone a good way to the westward,
he means only that he has not gone to the eastward quite so rapidly as his

neighbours. Mr Gladstone's book is, in this respect, a very gratifying per-

formance. It is the measure of what a man can do to be left behind liy the
world. It is the strenuous eflbrt of a very vigorous mind to keep as far in

the rear of the general progress as possible. And yet, with the most intense
exertion, Mr Gladstone cannot help being, on some important points, greatly
in advance of Locke himself; and, with whatever admiration he may regard
Laud, it is well for him, we can tell him, that he did not write in the days
of that zealous primate, who would certainly have refuted the expositions of
Scripture which we have quoted, by one of the keenest arguments that can
be addressed to human ears.

This is not the only instance in which Mr Gladstone has shrunk in a very
remarkable manner from the consequences of his own theory. If there be
in the whole world a state to which this theory is applicable, that state is

the British Empire in India. Even we, who detest paternal governments
in general, shall admit that the duties of the government of India are, to a
considerable extent, paternal. There, the superiority of the governors to

the governed in moral science is unquestionable. The conversion of the
whole people to the worst form that Christianity ever wore in the darkest
ages would be a most happy event. It is not necessary that a man should
be a Christian to wish for the propagation of Christianity in India. It is

sufficient that he should be an European not much below the ordinarj' Euro-
pean level of good sense and humanity. Compared with the importance of
the interests at stake, all those Scotch and Irish questions which occupy so
large a portion of Mr Gladstone's book, sink into insignificance. In no jiart

of the world, since the days of Theodosius, has so large a heathen population
been subject to a Christian government. In no part of the world is heathen-
ism more cruel, more licentious, more fruitful of absurd rites and pernicious
laws. Surely, if it be the duty of government to use its power and its

revenue in order to bring seven millions of Irish Catholics over to the Pro-
testant Church, it is d foriiori the duty of the government to use its power
and its revenue in order to make seventy millions of idolaters Christians.

If it be a sin to suffer John Howard or William Penn to hold any office in

England, because they are not in communion with the Established Church,
:t must be a cr>'ing sin indeed to admit to high situations men who bow
Inwn, in temples covered with emblems of vice, to the hideous images of
-cnsual or malevolent gods.

But no. Orthodoxy, it seems, is more shocked by the priests of Rome
than by the priests of Kalee. The plain red -brick building, the Cave of
.\dullain, or El^enezer Chapel, where uneducated men hear a half-educated
man talk of the Christian law of love and the Christian hope of glor)', is

unworthy of the indulgence which is reserved for the shrine where the Thug
suspends a portion of the spoils of murdered travellers, and for the car which
grinds its way through the bones of self-immolated pilgrims. " It would
be," says Mr Gladstone, " an absurd exaggeration to maintain it as the part
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of such a government as that of the British in India to bring home to the

door of every subject at once tlie ministrations of a new and totally unknown
religion." The government ought indeed to desire to propagate Christianity.

But tlie extent to which they must do so must be "limited Vjy the degree in

which the people are found willing to receive it." He proposes no such
limitation in the case of Ireland. He would give the Irish a Protestant

Church whether they like it or not. "We believe," says he, "that that

which we place before them is, whether they know it or not, calculated to

be beneficial to them ; and that, if they know it not now, they will know it

when it is presented to them fairly. Shall we, then, purchase their applause

at the expense of their substantial, nay, their spiritual interests?"

And why does Mr Gladstone allow to the Hindoo a privilege which he
denies to the Irishman? Why does he reserve his greatest liberality for the

most monstrous errors ? Why does he pay most respect to the opmion of

the least enlightened people ? Why does he withhold the right to exercise

paternal authority from that one government which is fitter to exercise pater-

nal authority than any government that ever existed in tiie world. We will

give the reason in his own words.
" In British India," he says, "a small number of persons advanced to a higher grade

of civilisation, exercise the powers of government over an immensely greater number of

less cultivated persons, not by coercion, but under free stipulation with the governed.
Now, the lights of a government, in circumstances thus peculiar, obviously depend
neither upon the unrestricted theory of paternal principles, nor upon any primordial or

fictitious contract of indefinite powers, but upon an express and known treaty, miatter of

positive agreement, not of natural ordinance."

Where Mr Gladstone has seen this treaty we cannot guess ; for, though
he calls it a "known treaty," we will stake our credit that it is quite un-

known both at Calcutta and Madras, both in Leadenhall Street and Cannon
Row, that it is not to be found in any of the enormous folios of papers relat-

ing to India which fill the book-cases of members of Parliament, that it has

utterly escaped the researches of all the historians of our Eastern empire,

that, in the long and interesting debates of 1 813 on the admission of mis-

sionaries to India, debates of which the most valuable jDart has been excel-

lently preserved by the care of the speakers, no allusion to this important

instniment is to be found. The truth is that this treaty is a nonentity. It

is by coercion, it is by the sword, and not by free stipulation with the

governed, that England rules India ; nor is England bound by any contract

whatever not to deal with Bengal as she deals with Ireland. She may set

up a Bishop of Patna, and a Dean of Hoogley ; she may grant away the

public revenue for the maintenance of prebendaries of Benares and canons

of Moorshedabad ; she may divide the country into parishes, and place a

rector with a stipend in every one of them ; and all this without infringing

any positive agreement. If there be such a treaty, Mr Gladstone can have
no difficulty in making known its date, its terms, and, above all, the precise

extent of tlie territory within which we have sinfully bound ourselves to be
guilty of practical atheism. The last point is of great importance. For,

as the provinces of our Indian empire were acquired at different times, and
in very different ways, no single treaty, indeed no ten treaties, will justify

the system pursued by our government there.

The i)lain state of the case is this. No man in his senses would dream
of applying Mr Gladstone's theory to India ; because, if so applied, it would
inevitably destroy our empire, and, with our empire, the best chance of

spreading Christianity among the natives. This Mr Glads':one felt. In
some way or other his theory was to be saved, and the monstrous conse-

quences avoided. Of intentional misrepresentation we are quite sure that

he is incapable. But we cannot acquit him of tliat unconscious disingenu-

ousness from which the most upright man, when .strongly attached to an
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opinion, is seldom wholly free. We believe that he recoiled from the ruin-

ous CDnseijuenccs which his system would protlucc, if tried in India ; but

that he did not like to say so, lest he should lay himself open to the charge

of sacrificing; principle lo expediency, a word which is held in the ulmoht

abhorrence by all his school. Accordingly, he caught at the notion of a

treaty, a notion which must, we think, have originated in some rhetorical

expression which he has imperfectly understood. There is one excellent

way of avoiding the drawing of a fal.se conclusion from a false major ; and

that is by having a false viinor. Inaccurate history is an admirable correc-

tive of unreasonable theor>-. And thus it is in the present case. A bad

general rule is bid down, and obstinately maintained, wherever the conse-

quences are not too monstrous for human bigotry. But when they become
so horrible that even Christ Church shrinks, that even Oriel stands aghast,

the rule is evaded by means of a fictitious contract. One imaginary obliga-

tion is set up against another. Mr (Gladstone first preaches to governments

the duty of undertaking an enterprise just as rational as the Cmsades, and

then dispenses them from it on the ground of a treaty which is just as

authentic as the donation of Constantine to Pope Sylvester. His system

resembles nothing so much as a forged bond with a forged release indorsed

on the back of it.

With more show of reason he rests the claims of the Scotch Church on a

contract. He considers that contract, however, as most unjustifiable, and
speaks of the setting up of the Kirk as a disgraceful blot on the reign of

William the Third. -Surely it would be amusing, if it were not melancholy,

to sec a man of N-irtue and abilities unsatisfied with the calamities which one
Church, constituted on false jjrintiples, has brought upon the empire, and
repining that Scotland is not in the same state with Ireland, that no Scot-

tish agitator is raising rent and putting county members in and out, that no
Presb\terian association is dividing supreme power with the government,

that no meetings of precursors and repealers are covering the side of the

Calton Hill, that twenty-five thousand troops are not required to maintain

order on the north of the Tweed, that the anniversary of the Battle of Both-

well Bridge is not regularly celebrated by insult, riot, and murder. We
could hardly find a stronger argument against Mr Gladstone's .system than

that which Scotland furnishes. The policy which has been followed in

that country has been directly opposed to the policy which he recommends.
And the consequence is that Scotland, having been one of the rudest, one
of the poorest, one of the most turbulent countries in Europe, has become
one of the most highly civilised, one of the most flourishing, one of the most
tranquil. The atrocities which were of common occurrence while an unpop-
ular church was dominant are unknown. In spite of a mutual aversion as

bitter as ever separated one people from another, the two kingdoms which
compose our i.sland have been indissolubly joined together. Of the ancient

national feeling there remains just enough to be ornamental and useful
;

just enough to inspire the poet, and to kindle a generous and friendly emu-
lation in the bosom of the soldier. But for all the ends of government the

nations are one. And why are they so? The answer is simple. The
nations are one for all the ends of government, because in their union the

true ends of government alone were kept in sight. The nations are one
because the Churches are two.

Such is the union of England with Scotland, an union which resembles
the union of the limbs of one healthfiil and vigorous body, all moved by one
will, all co-operating for common ends. The system of Sir Gladstone would
have produced an union which can be compared only to that which is the

subject of a wild Persian fA)le. King Zohak—we tell the story as Mr
Southey tells it to us—gave the devil leave to kiss his shoulders. Instantly
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two serpents sprang out, who, in the fury of hunger, attacked his head, and
attempted to get at his brain. Zohak pulled them away, and tore them
with his nails. But he found that they were inseparable parts of himself,

and that what he was lacerating was his own flesh. Perhaps we might be
able to find, if we looked round the world, some political union like this,

some hideous monster of a state, cursed with one principle of sensation and
two principles of volition, self-loathing and self-torturing, made up of parts

which are driven by a frantic impulse to inflict mutual pain, yet are doomed
to feel whatever they inflict, which are divided by an irreconcileable hatred,

yet are blended in an indissoluble identity. Mr Gladstone, from his tender

concern for Zohak, is unsatisfied because the devil has as yet kissed only
one shoulder, because there is not a snake mangling and mangled on the

left to keep in countenance his brother on the right.

But we must proceed in our examination of his theory. Having, as he
conceives, proved that it is the duty of every government to profess some
religion or other, right or wrong, and to establish that religion, he tlien

comes to the question what religion a government ought to prefer, and he
decides this question in favour of the form of Christianity established in

England. The Church of England is, according to him, the pure Catholic

Church of Christ, which possesses the apostolical succession of ministers,

and within whose pale is to be found that unity which is essential to truth.

For her decisions he claims a degree of reverence far beyond what she has
ever, in any of her formularies, claimed for herself; far beyond what the

moderate school of Bossuet demands for the Pope ; and scarcely short of

what that school would ascribe to Pope and General Council together. To
separate from her communion is schism. To reject her traditions or inter-

pretations of Scripture is sinful presumption.

Mr Gladstone pronounces the right of private judgment, as it is generally

understood throughout Protestant Europe, to be a monstrous abuse. He
declares himself favourable, indeed, to the exercise of private judgment, after

a fashion of his own. We have, according to him, a right to judge all the

doctrines ofthe Church of England to be sound, but not to judge any of them
to be unsound. He has no objection, he assures us, to active inquiry into

religious questions. On the contrary, he thinks such inquiry highly desir-

able, as long as it does not lead to diversity of opinion ; which is much the

same thing as if he were to recommend the use of fire that will not burn down
houses, or of brandy that will not make men drunk. He conceives it to be

perfectly possible for mankind to exercise their intellects vigorously and freely

on theological subjects, and yet to come to exactly the same conclusions with

each other and with the Church of England. And for this opinion he gives,

as far as we have been able to discover, no reason whatever, except that every

body who vigorously and freely exercises his understanding on Euclid's

Theorems assents to them. " The activity of private judgment," he truly

observes, "and the unity and strength of conviction in mathematics vary

directly as each other." On this unquestionable fact he constructs a some-

what questionable arginnent. Every body who freely inquires agrees, he says,

with Euclid. But the Church is as much in the right as Euclid. Why, then,

should not every free inquirer agree with the Church ? We could put many
.similar questions. Either the affirmative or the negative of the proposition

that King Charles wrote the Icon Basilike is as true as that two sides of a

triangle are greater than the third side. W^hy, then, do Dr Wordsworth and

Mr Hallam agree in thinking two sides of a triangle greater than the third

side, and yet differ about the genuineness of the Icoti Basilike ? The state

of the exact sciences proves, says Mr Gladstone, that, as respects religion,

"the association of these two ideas, activity erf inquiry, and variety of con-

clusion, is a fallacious one." We might just as well turn the argument the
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other way, and infer from the variety of religions opinions that there must
necessarily be hostile mathematical sects, some affirming, and some denying,

that the square of the hypothenuse is equal to the squares of the sides. But

we do not think either tlie one analogy or the other of the smallest value.

Our way of ascertaining the tendency of free inquiry is simply to upon our

eyes and look at the world in which we live ; and there we see that free in-

q'uir)' on mathematical subjects produces unity, and that free inquiry on moral

subjects produces discrepancy. There would undoubtedly be less discrepancy

if incjuirers were more diligent and candid. But discrepancy there will be

among the most diligent and candid, as long as the constitution of the human
mind, and the nature of moral evidence, continue unchanged. That we have

not freedom and unity together is a very sad thing ; and so it is that we have
not wings. But we are just as likely to see the one defect removed as the

other. It is not only in religion that this discrepancy is found. It is the

same with all matters which depend on moral evidence, with judicial ques-

tions, for example, and with political questions. All the judges will work
a sum in the rule of three on the same principle, and bring out the same con-

clusion. But it does not follow that, however honest and laborious they may
be, they will all be of one mind on the Douglas case. So it is vain to hope
that there may be a free constitution under which every representative will

1k' unanimously elected, and every law unanimously passed ; audit would be

ridiailoHS for a statesman to stand womiering and l)emoaning himself because

people who agree in thinking that two and two make four caimot agree about

the new jioor law, or the administration of Canada.

There are two intelligible and consistent courses which may be followed

with respect to theexerciseof private judgment ; the course of the Romanist,

who interdicts private judgment because of its inevitable inconveniences ; and

the course of the Protestant, who permits private judgment in spite of its in-

evitable inconveniences. Both are more reasonable than Mr (Gladstone, wIkj

would have private judgment without iis inevitable inconveniences. Tlie

Romanist produces repose by means of stupefaction. The Protestant encour-

ages activity, though he knows that where there is much activity there will

be some aberration. Mr Gladstone wishes for the unity of the fifteenth cen-

tury with the active and searching spirit of the sixteenth. He might as well

wish to be in two places at once.

When Mr Gladstone says that we " actually require discrepancy of opinion

—require and demand error, falsehood, blindness, and plume ourselves on
such discrepancy as attesting a freedom which is only valuable when used for

unity m the truth," he expresses himself with more energy than precision.

Nobody loves discrepancy for the sake of discrepancy. But a person who
conscientiously believes that free inquiry is, on the whole, beneficial to the

interests of truth, and that, from the imperfection of the human faculties,

wherever there is much free inquiry there will be some discrepancy, may,
without impropriety, consider such discrepancy, though in itself an evil, as

a sign of good. That there are ten thousand thieves in London is a very

melancholy fact. But, looked at in one point of view, it is a reason for exulta-

tion. For what other city could maintain ten thousand thieves ? What must
be the mass of wealth, where the fragments gleaned by lawless pilfering rise

to so large an amount? St Kilda would not support a single pickpocket.

The quantity of theft is, to a certain extent, an index of the cjuantity of useful

industry and judicious speculation. And just as we may, from the great

number of rogues in a town, infer that much honest gain is made there ; so

may we often, from the quantity of error in a community, draw a cheering

inference as to the degree in which the public mind is turned to those in-

quiries which alone can lead to rational convictions of truth.

Mr Gladstone seems to imagine that most Protestants think it possible for
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the same doctrine to be at once true and false ; or that they think it imma-
terial whether, on a religious question, a man eomes to a true or a false

conclusion. If there be any Protestants who hold notions so absurd, we
abandon them to his censure. ^

The Protestant doctrine touching the right of private judgment, that doc-
trine which is the common foundation of the Anglican, the Lutheran, and
the Calvinistic Churches, that doctrine by which every sect of dissenters vin-

dicates its separation, we conceive not to be this, that opposite opinions may
both be true ; nor this, that truth and falsehood are both equally good ; nor
yet this, that all speculative error is necessarily innocent ; but this, that there

is on the face of the earth no visible body to whose decrees men are bound
to submit their private judgment on points of faith.

Is there always such a visible body ? Was there such a visible body in

the year 1 500 ? If not, wky are we to believe that there is such a body in

the year 1839? If there was such a body in the year 1500, what was it.''

Was it the Church of Rome ? And how can the Church of England be
orthodox now, if the Church of Rome was orthodox then ?

"In England," says Mr Gladstone, "the case was widely different from
that of the Continent. Her reformation did not destroy, but successfully

maintained, the unity and succession of the Church in her apostolical ministry.

W^e have, therefore, still among us the ordained hereditary witnesses of the

truth, conveying it to us through an unbroken series from our Lord Jesus
Christ and his Apostles. This is to us the ordinary voice of authority ; of

authority equally reasonable and equally true, whether we will hear, or

whether we will forbear."

Mr Gladstone's reasoning is not so clear as might be desired. We have
among us, he says, ordained hereditary witnesses of the truth, and their

voice is to us the voice of authority. Undoubtedly, if they are witnesses of

the ti-uth, their voice is the voice of authority. But this is little more than
saying that tlie truth is the truth. Nor is trath more tiue because it comes
in an unbroken series from the Apostles. The Nicene faith is not more true

in the mouth of the Archbishop of Canterbury, than in that of a Moderator
of the General Assembly. If our respect for the authority of the Church is

to be only consequent upon our conviction of the truth of her doctrines, we
come at once to that monstrous abuse, the Protestant exercise of private

judgment. But if Mr Gladstone means that we ought to believe that the

Church of England speaks the truth, because she has the apostolical succes-

sion, we greatly doubt whether such a doctrine can be maintained. In the

fust place, what proof have we of the fact? We have, indeed, heard it said

that Previdence would certainly have interfered to preserve the apostolical

succession in the true Church, liut this is an argmnent fitted for understand-

ings of a different kind from Mr Gladstone's. He will hardly tell us that

the Church of England is the true Church because she has the succession
;

and tliat sho has the succession because she is the tnie Church.
What eviuence, then, have we for the fact of the apostolical succession ?

And here we .:iay easily defend the tmth against Oxford with the same argu-

ments vrith which, in old times, the truth was defended by Oxford against

Rome. In this stage of our combat with Mr Gladstone, we need few
weapons except those which we find in the well-furnished and well-ordered

armoury of Chillingvvorth.

The transmission of orders from the Apostles to an English clergyman of

the present day must have been through a very great number of intermediate

persons. Now, it is probable that no clergyman in the Church of England
can trace up his spiritual genealogy' from bishop to bishop, so far back as

the time of the Conquest. There remain many centuries during wliich the

history of the transmission of his orders is buried in utter darkness. And
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whether he be a priest by succession from the AiX)stJes depends on the ques-

tion, whether, tlurini^ that long periotl, some thuusamls ol events took place,

any one of which may, without any ^oss improbability, Ix; supposed not to

have taken place. We have not a tittle of evidence for any one of these

events. We do not even know the names or countries of the men to whom
It is taken for granted that these events happened. We do not know^hether
the spiritual ancestors of any one of our contemporaries were Spanish or

Armenian, Arian or Orthodox. In the utter absence of all particular evi-

dence, we are surely entitled to require that there should be very strong evi-

dence indeed that the strictest regularity was observed in every generation,

and that episcopal functions were exercised by none who were not bishops

by succession from the Apostles. But we have no such evidence. In the

hrst place, we have not full and accurate information touching the polity of

the Church during the century which followed the persecution of Nero.

That, during this period, the overseers of all the little Christian societies

scattered through the Roman empire held their spiritual authority by virtue

of holy orders derived from the Apostles, cannot be proved by contemporary

testimony, or by any testimony which can be regarded as decisive. The
question, whether the primitive ecclesiastical constitution bore a greater re-

.semblance to the Anglican or to the Calvinistic model has been fiercely dis-

puted. It is a question on which men of eminent parts, learning, and piety

have differed, and do to this day dift'er verj- widely. It is a question on
which at least a full half of the ability and erudition of Protestant Europe
has, ever since the Reformation, been opposed to the Anglican pretensions.

Mr Gladstone himself, we are persuaded, would have the candour to allow

that, if no evidence were admitted but that which is furnished by the genuine

Christian Uterature of the first two centuries, judgment would not go in favour

of prelacy. And if he looked at the subject as calmly as he would look at

a controversy respecting the Roman Coinitia or the Anglo-Saxon Witten-

ogemote, he would probably think that the absence of contemporary evi-

dence during so long a period was a defect which later attestations, however
numerous, could but very imperfectly supply. It is surely impoUtic to rest

the doctrines of the English Church on a historical theory which, to ninety-

nine Protestants out of a hundred, would seem much more questionable than

any of those doctrines. Nor is this ail. Extreme obscurity overhangs the

history of the middle ages ; and the facts which are discernible through that

obscurity prove that the Church was exceedingly ill regulated. Wt: read of

sees of the highest dignity 07 enly sold, transferred backwards and forwards

by popular tumult, bestowed sometimes by a protligate woman on lier para-

mour, sometimes by a warlike baron on a kinsman still a stripling. We
read of bishops of ten years old, of bishops of five years old, of many popes

who were mere boys, and who rivalled the frantic dissoluteness of Caligula,

nay, of a female pope. And though this Ixsl story, once beheved through-

out all Europe, has been disproved by the strict researches of modem criti-

cism, the most discerning of those who reject it have admitted that it is not

intrinsically improbable. In our own island, it was the complaint of Alfred

that not a single priest south of the Thames, and very few on the north,

could read eitlier J^tinor J-^nglish. And this illiterate clergy exercised their

ministry amidst a rude and half-heathen population, in which Danish pirates,

tmchrisiened, or christenetl by the hundred on a held of battle, were mingled

with a Saxon peasantry scarcely better instructed in religion. The state of

Ireland was still worse. " Tota ilia per universam llibemiam dLssolulio

ecclesiastictc disciplinae, ilia ubique pro consuetudine Christiana sa;va sub-

introducta barbaries" are the expressions of St Hemard. We are, there-

fore, at a loss to conceive how any clergyman can feel confident that his

orders have come down correctly. Whether he be really a successor of the
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Apostles depends on an immense number of such contingencies as these :

whether, under King Ethelwolf, a stupid priest might not, while baptizing

several scores of Danish prisoners who had just made their option between
the font and the gallows, inadvertently omit to perform the rite on one of

these graceless proselytes ; whether, in the seventh century, an impostor, who
had never received consecration, might not have passed himself off as a bishop

on a rude tribe of Scots ; whether a lad of twelve did really, by a ceremony
huddled over when he was too drunk to know what he was about, convey
the episcopal character to a lad of ten.

Since the first centur)', not less, in all probability, than a hundred thou-

sand persons have exercised the functions of bishops. That many of these

have not been bishops by apostolical succession is quite certain. Hookej
admits that deviations from the general rule have been frequent, and with a

boldness worthy of his high and statesman-like intellect, pronounces them
to have been often justifiable. "There may be," says he, " sometimes very

just and sufficient reason to allow ordination made without a bishop. Where
the Church must needs have some ordained, and neither hath nor can have
possibly a bishop to ordain, in case of such necessity the ordinary institution

of God hath given oftentimes, and may give place. And therefore we are

not simply without exception to urge a lineal descent of ])ower from the

Apostles by continued succession of bishops in every effectual ordination."

There can be little doubt, we think, that the succession, if it ever existed,

has often been interrupted in ways much less respectable. For example,

let us suppose, and we are sure that no well-informed person will think the

supposition by any means improbable, that, in the third century, a man of

no principle and some parts, who has, in the course of a roving and dis-

creditable life, been a catechumen at Antioch, and has there become familiar

with Christian usages and doctrines, afterwards rambles to Marseilles, where
he finds a Christian society, rich, liberal, and simple-hearted. He pretends

to be a Christian, attracts notice by his abilities and affected zeal, and is

raised to the episcopal dignity without having ever been baptized. That
such an event might happen, nay, was very likely to happen, cannot well

be disputed by any one who has read the Life of Peregrinus. The very

virtues, indeed, which distinguished the early Christians, seem to have laid

them open to those arts which deceived

" Uriel, though Regent of| the Sun, aiicl held
The sharpest-sighted spirit of all in Heaven."

Now, this unbaptized impostor is evidently no successor of the Apostles.

He is not even a Christian ; and all orders derived through such a pretended

Vjjshop are altogether invalid. Do we know enough of the state of the world
and of the Church in the third century to be able to say with confidence that

there were not at that time twenty such pretended bishops ? Every such

case makes a break in the apostolical succession.

Now, suppose that a break, such as Hooker admits to have been both
common and justifiable, or such as we have supposed to be produced by
hypocrisy and cupidity, were found in the chain which connected the Apostles

with any of the missionaries who first spread Christianity in the wilder parts

of Europe, who can say how extensive the effect of this single break may
be ? Suppose that St Patrick, for example, if ever there was such a man, or

Theodore of Tarsus, who is said to have consecrated in the seventh centuiy

the first bishops of many English sees, had not the true apostolical orders,

is it not conceivable tliat such a circumstance may affect the orders of many
clergymen now living ? Even if it were possible, wliich it assuredly is not,

to prove that the Church had the apostolical orders in the third century, it

would be impossible to prove that those orders were not in the twelfth cen-

tury so far lost that no ecclesiastic could be certain of the legitimate descent
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of his o\vn spiritual character. And if this were so, no subscfiuent precau-

tions coukl repair the evil.

ChiUingworth states the conclusion at which he had arrived on this sub-

ject in these ver>' remarkable words : "That of ten thousand probables no

one should be false ; that of ten thousand requisites, whereof any one may
fail, not one should be wantintj, this to me is extremely improbable, and

even cousin-gemian to impossible. .So that the assurance hereof is like a

machine composed of an innumerable multitude of pieces, of which it is

strangely unlikely but some will be out of order ; and yet, if any one be so,

the whole fabric falls of necessity to the ground : and he that shall jjut them

together, and maturely consider' all the possible ways of lapsing and nullify-

ing a priesthood in the Church of Rome, will be veiy inclinable to think

that it is a hundred to one, that among a hundred seeming priests, there is

not one tnie one ; nay, that it is not a thing very improbable that, amongst

those many millions which make up the Romish hierarchy, there are not

twenty true." We do not jiretend to know to what precise extent the can-

onists of 0.\ford agree with those of Rome as to the circumstances which

nullify orders. We will not, therefore, go so (ar^as Cliillingworth. We only

say that we see no satisfactory proof of the fact, that the Church of England

possesses the apostolical succession. And, after all, if Mr Gladstone could

prove the apostolical succession, what would the apostolical succession prove?

lie says that "we have among us the ordained hereditary witnesses of the

truth, conveving it to us through an mibroken series from our Lord Jesus

Christ and his Apostles." Is this the fact? Is there any doubt that the

orders of the Church of England are generally derived from the Church of

Rome ? Does not the Church of England declare, does not Mr Gladstone

himself admit, that the Church of Rome teaches much error and condemns

much truth ? And is it not quite clear, that as far as the doctrines of the

Church of England differ from those of the Church of Rome, so far the

Church of England conveys the truth through a broken series ?

That the founders, lay and clerical, of the Church of England, corrected

all that required correction in the doctrines of the Church of Rome, and

nothing more, may l)e quite true. But we never can admit the circumstance

that the Church of England possesses the apostolical succession as a proof

that she is thus perfect. No stream can rise higher than its fountain. The
succession of ministers in the Church of England, derived as it is through

the Church of Rome, can never prove more for the Church of England than

it proves for the Church of Rome. But this is not all. The Arian Churches

which once predominated in the kingdoms of the Ostrogoths, the Visigoths,

the Burgimdians, the Vandals, and the Lombards, were ail episcopal churches,

and all had a fairer claim than that of England to the apost(jlical succession,

as being much nearer to the apostolical times. In the East, the Greek

Church, which is at variance on points of faith with all the Western Churches,

has an equal claim to this succession. The Nestorian, the Eutychian, the

Jacobite Churches, all heretical, all condemned by councils, of which even

I'rotestant divines have generally spoken with respect, had an equal claim

to the apostolical succession. Now if, of teachers having apostolical orders,

a vast majority have taught much error, if a large proportion have taught

deadly heresy, if, on the other hand, as Mr Gladstone himself admits,

churches not having apostolical orders, that of Scotland for example, have

been nearer to the standard of orthcnloxy than the majority of teachers who
have had apostolical orders, how can he possibly call upon us to submit our

private judgment to the authority of a Church, on the ground that she has

these orders ?

Mr Gladstone dwells much on the importance of unity in doctrine. Unity,

he tells us, is essential to truth. An<l this is most unquestionable. But
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when he goes on to tell us that this unity is the characteristic of the Church
of England, that she is one in body and in spirit, we are compelled to differ

from him widely. The apostolical succession she may or may not have.

Bpt unity she most certainly has not, and never has had. It is matter of

perfect notoriety, that her formularies are framed in such a maimer as to

admit to her highest offices men who differ from each other more widely
than a very high Churchman differs from a Catholic, or a very low Church-
man from a Presbyterian ; and that the general leaning of the Church, with
respect to some important questions, has been sometimes one way and some-
times another. Take, for example, the questions agitated between the

Calvinists and the Arminians. Do we find in the Church of England, with
respect to those questions, that unity which is essential to truth ? Was it

ever found in the Church ? Is it not certain that, at the end of the sixteenth

century, the nders of the Church held doctrines as Calvinistic as ever were
held by any Cameronian, and not only held them, but persecuted every body
who did not hold them? And is it not equally certain, that the rulers of the

Church have, in very recent times, considered Calvinism as a disqualification

for high preferment, if not for holy orders ? Look at the questions which
Archbishop Whitgift propounded to Barret, questions framed in the very

spirit of William Himtingdon, S.S.* And then look at the eighty-seven

questions which Bishop Marsh, within our oum memory, propomided to can-

didates for ordination. We should be loath to say that either of these cele-

brated prelates had intruded himself into a Church whose doctrines he
abhorred, and that he deserved to be stripped of his gown. Yet it is quite

certain that one or other of them must have been very greatly in error.

John Wesley again, and Cowper's friend, John Newton, were both pres-

byters of this Church. Both were men of talents. Both we believe to have
been men of rigid integrity, men who would not have subscribed a Confes-

sion of Faith which they disbelieved for the richest bishopric in the empire.

Yet, on the subject of predestination, Newton was strongly attached to doc-

trines which Wesley designated as "blasphemy, which might make the ears

of a Christian to tingle." Indeed, it will not be disputed that the clergy of

the Established Church are divided as to these questions, and that her for-

mularies are not found practically to exclude even scrupulously honest men
of both sides from her altars. It is notorious that some of her most distin-

guished rulers think this latitude a good thing, and would be sorry to see it

restricted in favour of either opinion. And herein we most cordially agree

with them. But what becomes of the unity of the Church, and of that truth

to which unity is essential ? Mr Gladstone tells us that the Kegium Donuni
was given originally to orthodox Presbyterian ministers, but that part of it

is now received by their heterodox successors. "This," he says, "serves
to illustrate the difficulty in which governments entangle themselves, when
they covenant with arbitrary systems of opinion, and not with the Church
alone. The opinion passes away, but the gift remains." But is it not clear,

that if a strong Supralapsarian had, under Whitgift's primacy, left a large

estate at the disposal of the bishops for ecclesiastical purposes, in the hope
that the rulers of the Church would abide by Whitgift's theology, he would
really have been giving his substance for the support of doctrines which he
detested The opinion would have passed away, and the gift would have
remained.

This is only a single instance. What wide differences of opinion respect-

ing the operation of the sacraments are held by bishops, doctors, presbyters

of the Church of England, all men who have conscientiously declared their

assent to her articles, all men who are, according to Mr Gladstone, ordained

* One question was, whether God had from eternity reprobated certain ; and wh}' \

The answer which contented the Archbisliop was " Affirmative, et quia volui*
''
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hereditary >*ntne<ses of the truth, all men whose voices make up what, he

telb us, is the voice of true and reasonable authority ! Here, again, tlie

Church has not unity ; and as unity is the essential condition of truth, the

Church has not tlie truth.

Nav, take the very question which we are discussing with Mr Gladstone.

To what extent does the Church of England allow of the right of private

judgment ? Wliat degree of authority does she claim for herself in virtue of

the apostolical succession of her ministers? Mr Gladstone, a very able and

a ver)- honest man, takes a \'iew of this matter widely differing from the

view taken by others whom he will admit to be as able and as honest as

himself. People who altogether dissent from him on this subject eat the

bread of the Church, preach in her pulpits, dispense her sacraments, confer

her orders, and carr}' on that apostolical succession, the nature and import-

ance of which, according to him, they do not comprehend. Is this unity ?

Is this truth?

It will be observed that we are not putting cases of dishonest men who,

for the sake of lucre, falsely pretend to believe in the doctrines of an estab-

lishment. We are putting cases of men as upright as ever lived, who, differ-

mg on theological questions of the highest importance, and avowing that

difference, are yet priests and prelates of the same Church. We therefore

s-iy, that on some points which Mr Gladstone himself thinks of vital import-

ance, the Church has either not spoken at all, or, what is for all practical

puqioses the same thing, has not spoken in language to be understood even

by honest and sagacious di\ines. The religion of the Church of England is

so far from e.xhibiting that unity of doctrine which Mr Ciladstone represents

as her distinguishing glorj', that it is, in fact, a bundle of religious systems

without number. It comprises the religious system of Bishop Tomline, and

the religious system of John Newton, and all the religious systems which lie

between them. It coinprises the religious system of Mr Newman, and the

religious system of the Archbishop of Dublin, and all the religious systems

which lie between them. All these different opinions are held, avowed,

preached, printed, within the pale of the Church, by men of unquestioned

integrity and understanding.

Do we make this diversity a topic of reproach to the Church of England?

Far from it. We would oppose ^v^th all our power every attempt to narrow

her basis. Would to God that, a hundred and fifty years ago, a good king

and a good primate had possessed the power as well as the will to widen it !

It was a noble enterprise, worthy of William and of Tillotson. But what

Incomes of all .Mr Gladstone's eloquent e.xhortations to unity? Is it not

mere mockery to attach so much importance to unity in form and name,

where there is so little in substance, to shudder at the thought of two

churches in alliance with one state, and to endure •with patience the spec-

tacle of a hundred sects battling within one church? And is it not clear

that Mr Gladstone is bound, on all his own principles, to abandon the lie-

fence of a church in which unity is not found ? Is it not clear that he is

bound to divide the House of Commons against every grant of money which

may be proposed for the clergy of the Established Church in the colonies?

He objects to the vote for Maynooth, because it is monstrous to nay one

man to teach truth, and another to denounce that truth as falsehood. Bui

it is a mere chance whether anv sum which he votes for the English Church
in any colony will go to the maintenance of an Arminian or a Calvinist, of

a man like Mr Froude, or of a man like Dr Arnold. It is a mere chance,

therefore, whether it will go to support a teacher of truth, or one who will

denounce that truth as falsehood.

This argument seems to us at once to dispose of all that part of Mr Glad-

stone's book which respects grants of public money to dissenting bodies.
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All such grants he condemns. But surely, if it be wrong tc give the money
of the public for the support of those who teach any false doctrine, it is

wrong to give that money for the support of the ministers of the Established
Church. For it is quite certain that, whether Calvin or Arminius be in the
right, whether Laud or Burnet be in the right, a great deal of false doctrine
is taught by the ministers of the Established Church. If it be said that the
points on which the clergy of the Church of England differ ought to be passed
over, for the sake of the many important points on which they agree, why
may not the same argiunent be maintained with respect to other sects which
hold in common with the Church of England the fundamental doctrines of
Christianity ? The principle that a ruler is bound in conscience to propagate
religious truth, and to propagate no religious doctrine which is untrue, is

abandoned as soon as it is admitted that a gentleman of Mr Gladstone's
opinions may lawfully vote the public money to a chaplain whose opinions
are those of Paley or of Simeon. The whole question then becomes one of

degree. Of course no individual and no government can justifiably propa-
gate error for the sake of propagating error. But both individuals and
governments must work with such machinery as they have : and no human
machinery is to be found which will impart tmth without some alloy of

error. We have shown irrefragably, as we think, that the (Church of

England does not afford such a machinery. The question then is this ; with
what degree of imperfection in our machineiy must we put up ? And to

this question we do not see how any general answer can be given. We
must be guided by circumstances. It would, for example, be very criminal

in a Protestant to contribute to the .sending of Jesuit missionaries among a
Protestant population. But we do not conceive that a Protestant would be
to blame for giving assistance to Jesuit missionaries who might be engaged
in converting the Siamese to Christianity. That tares are mi.\ed with the

wheat is matter of regret ; but it is better that wheat and tares should grow
together than that the promise of the year should be blighted.

Mr Gladstone, we see with deej) regret, censures the British Government
in India for distributing a small sum among the Catholic priests who minister

to the spiritual wants of our Irish soldiers. Now, let us put a case to him.

A Protestant gentleman is attended by a Catholic servant, in a part of the

country where there is no Catholic congregation within many miles. The
servant is taken ill, and is given over. He desires, in great trouble of mind,
to receive the last sacraments of his Church. His master sends off a mes-
senger in a chaise and four, with orders to bring a confessor from a town
at a considerable distance. Here a Protestant lays out money for the pur-

pose of causing religious instruction and consolation to be given by a Catholic

priest. Has he committed a sin ? Has he not acted like a good master and
a good Christian ? Would Mr Gladstone accuse him of "laxity of religious

principle," of " confounding tnith with falsehood," of " considering the sup-

port of religion as a boon to an individual, not as a homage to truth?" But
how if this servant had, for the sake of his master, undertaken a journey

which removed him from the place where he might easily have obtained

religious attendance? How if his death were occasioned by a wound re-

ceived in defending his master? Should we not then say that the master

had only fulfilled a sacred obligation of duty? Now, Mr Gladstone himself

owns that "nobody can think that the personality of the stale is more strin-

gent, or entails stronger obligations, than that of the individual." How
then stands the case of the Indian Government? Here is a poor fellow,

enlisted in Clare or Kerry, sent over fifteen thousand miles of .sea, quartered

in a depressing and pestilential climate. He fights for the Government

;

he concjuers for it ; he is wounded ; he is laid on his pallet, withering away
with fever, under that terrible sun, without a friend near him. He pines
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for the consolations of that religion which, neglected perhaps in the season
of health and vigour, now comes back to his mind, associated with all the
overpowering recollections of his earlier days, and of the home which he is

never to see again. And because the state for which he dies sends a priest

of his own faith to stand at his bedside, to tell him, in language which at

once commands his love and confidence, of the common Father, of the
common Redeemer, of the common hope of immortality, because the state

for which he dies does not abandon him in his last moments to the care of
heathen attendants, or employ a chaplain of a different creed to vex liis de-
parting spirit with a controversy about the Council of Trent, Mr Gladstone
finds that India presents "a melancholy picture," and that there is "a large
allowance of false principle" in the system pursued there. Most earnestly

do we hope that our remarks may induce Mr Gladstone to reconsider this

part of his work, and may prevent him from expressing in that high assembly,
in which he must always be heard with attention, opinions so unworthy of
bis character.

We have now said almost all that we think it necessary to say respecting
Mr Gladstone's theorj-. And perhaps it would be safest for us to stop here.

It is much easier to pull down than to build up. Vet, that we may give
Mr Gladstone his revenge, we will state concisely our own views respecting
the alliance of Church and State.

We set out in company with Warburton, and remain with him pretty
sociably till we come to his contract ; a contract which Mr Gladstone very
properly designates as a fiction. We consider the primary end of govern-
ment xs a purely temporal end, the protection of the persons and properly
of men.
We think that government, like every other contrivance of human wisdom,

from the highest to the lowest, is likely to answer its main end best when it

is constructed with a single view to that end. Mr Gladstone, who loves
Plato, will not quarrel with us for illustrating our proposition, after Plato's
fashion, from the most familiar objects. Take cutlery, for example. A
blade which is designed both to shave and to carve will certainly not shave
so well as a razor, or carve so well as a carving-knife. An academy of
painting, which should also be a bank, would, in all probability, exhibit
very bad pictures and discount very bad bills. A gas company, which
should also be an infant school society, would, we apprehend, light the streets

ill, and teach the children ill. On this principle, we think that government
should be organized solely with a view to its main end ; and that no pan of
its efficiency for that end should be sacrificed in order to promote any other
end however excellent.

But does it follow from hence that governments ought never to pursue any
end other than their main end ? In no wise. Though it is desirable that
every institution should have a main end, and should be so formed as to be
in the highest degree efficient for that main end ; yet if, without any sacrifice

of its efficiency lor that end, it can pursue any other good end, it ought to
do so. Thus, the end for which a hospital is built is the relief of the sick,

not the beautifying of the street. To sacrifice the health of the sick to
splendour of architectural effect, to place the building in a bad air only that
it may present a more commanding front to a great public place, to make
the wards hotter or cooler than they ought to be, in order that the columns
and windows of the exterior may please the passers-by, would be monstrous.
But if, without any sacrifice of the chief object, the hospital can be made an
ornament to the metropolis, it would be absurd not to make it so.

In the same manner, if a government can, without any sacrifice of its main
end, promote any other good work, it ought to do so. The encouragement
of the fine arts, for example, is by no means the main end of govenmien'.

;
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and it would be absurd, in constituting a government, to bestow a thought
on the question, whether it would be a government likely to train Raphaels
and Domenichinos. But it by no means follows that it is improper for

a government to form a national galleiy of pictures. The same may be
said of patronage bestowed on learned men, of the publication of archives,

of the collecting of libraries, menageries, plants, fossils, antiques, of journeys

and voyages for purposes of geographical discovery or astronomical observa-

tion. It is not for these ends that government is constituted. But it may
well happen that a government may have at its command resources which
will enable it, without any injuiy to its main end, to pursue these collateral

ends far more effectually than any individual or any voluntary association

could do. If so, government ought to pursue these collateral ends.

It is still more evidently the duty of government to promote, always in

subordination to its main end, every thing which is useful as a means for the

attaining of that main end. The improvement of steam navigation, for

example, is by no means a primary object of government. But as steam
vessels are useful for the purpose of national defence, and for the purpose of

facilitating intercourse between distant provinces, and of thereby consolidat-

ing the force of the empire, it may be the bounden duty of government to

encourage ingenious men to perfect an invention which so directly tends to

make the state more efficient for its great primary end.

Now, on both these gi-ounds, the instruction of the people may with pro-

priety engage the care of the government. That the people should be well

educated is in itself a good thing ; and the state ought tlierefore to promote
this object, if it can do so without any sacrifice of its primary object. The
education of the people, conducted on those principles of morality which are

common to all the forms of Christianity, is highly valuable as a means of

promoting the main object for which government exists, and is on this ground
well deserving the attention of rulers. We will not at present go into the

general question of education ; but will confine our remarks to the subject

which is more immediately before us, namely, the religious instruction of

the people.

We may illustrate our view of the policy which governments ought to

pursue with respect to religious instruction, by recurring to the analogy of a

hospital. Religious instruction is not the main end for which a hospital is

built ; and to introduce into a hospital any regulations prejudicial to the

health of the patients, on the plea of promoting their spiritual improvement,
to send a ranting preacher to a man who has just been ordered by the physician

to lie quiet and try to get a little sleep, to impose a strict observance of Lent
on a convalescent who has been advised to eat heartily of nourishing food,

to direct, as the bigoted Pius the Fifth actually did, that no medical assist-

ance should be given to any person who declined spiritual attendance, would
be the most extravagant folly. Yet it by no means follows that it would not

be right to have a chaplain to attend the sick, and to pay such a chaplain

out of the hospital funds. Whether it will be proper to have such a chaplain

at all, and of what religious persuasion such a chaplain ought to be, must
depend bn circumstances. There may be a town in which it would be im-

possible to set up a good hospital without the help of people of different

opinions : and religious parties may nm so high that, though people of dif-

ferent opinions are willing to contribute for the relief of the sick, they will

not concur in the choice of any one chaplain. The high Churchmen insist

that, if there is a paid chaplain, he shall be a high Churchman. The
Evangelicals stickle for an Evangelical. Here it would evidently be absurd

and cniel to let an useful and humane design, about which all are agreed,

fall to the ground, because all cannot agree about something else. The
governors must either appoint two chaplains* and pay them both ; or they
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must appoint none ; and every one of them must in his individual capacity,

ilo what he can for the purpose of providing the sick with such religious in-

struction and consi)lation as will, in his <ipinion, he most useful to them.

We should say the same of government. Government is not an institution

for the propagation of religion, any more than St (leorge's Hospital is an

institution for the propagation of religion : and the most absurd and per-

nicious consequences would follow, if Government should pursue, as its

primary end, that which can never be more than its secondary end, though

mtrinsically more important than its primary end. But a govemraent which

considers the religious instruction of the people as a secondary end, and

folli>ws out that principle faithfully, will, we think, be likely to do much
pood and little harm.
We will rapidly nm over some of the consequences to which this principle

leads, and point out how it solves some problems which, on Mr Gladstone's

hypothesis, admit of no satisfactor)- solution.

All persecution directed against the persons or property of men is, on our

principle, obviously indefensible. For, the protection of the persons and

property of men being the primary end of government, and religious instruc-

tion only a secondary end, to secure the people from heresy by making their

lives, their limbs, or their estates insecure, would be to sacrifice the primary

end to the secondary end. It would be as absurd as it would be in the

governors of a hospital to direct that the wounds of all Arian and Socinian

patients should \^ dressed in such a way as to make them fester.

Again, on our principles, all civil disabilities on account of religious

opinions are indefensible. For all such disabilities make government less

efficient for its main end : they limit its choice of able men for the adminis-

tration and defence of the state ; they alienate from it the hearts of the suf.

ferers ; they deprive it of a part of its effective strength in all contests with

foreign nations. Such a course is as absurd as it would be in the governors

of a hospital to reject an able surgeon because he is an Universal Restitu-

tionist, and to send a bungler to operate because he is perfectly orthodo.x.

Again, on our principles, no government ought to press on the people

religious instruction, however sound, in such a manner as to excite among
them discontents dangerous to public order. For here again government

would sacrifice its primary end to an end intrinsically indeed of the highest

importance, but still only a secondary end of government, as government.

This rule at once disposes of the difficulty about India, a difficulty of which

Mr Gladstone can get rid only by putting in an imaginary discharge in order

to set aside an imaginary obligation. There is assuredly no country where

it is more desirable that Christianity should be propagated. But there is no

country in which the government Ls so completely disqualified for the task.

By using our power in order to make proselytes, we should produce the

dissolution of society, and bring utter ruin on all those interests for the

protection of which government exists. Here the secondary end is, at pre-

sent, inconsistent with the primarj' end, and must therefore be abandoned.

Christian instruction given by individj?ls and voluntary societies may do

much good. Given by the government it would do unmixed harm. At the

same time, we quite agree with Mr Gladstone in thinking that the English

authorities in Imlia ought not to participate in any idolatrous rite ; and

indeed we are fully satisfied that all such participation is not only unchristian,

but also unwise and most undignified.

Supposing the circumstances of a country to be such, that the government

may with propriety, on our principles, give religious instruction to a people ;

we have next to inquire, what religion shall be taught. Bishop Warburton

answers, the religion of the majority. And we so far agree with him, that

we can scarcely conceive any circumstances in which it would Ije proper to
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establish, as the one exclusive religion of the state, the religion of the
minority. Such a preference could hardly be given without exciting most
serious discontent, and endangering those interests, the protection of which
is the first object of government. But we never can admit that a ruler can
be justified in helping to spread a system of opinions solely because that

system is pleasing to the majority. On the other hand, we cannot agree
with Mr Gladstone, who would of course answer that the only religion which
a ruler ought to propagate is the religion of his own conscience. In truth,

this is an impossibility. And, as we have shown, Mr Gladstone him.self,

whenever he supports a grant of money to the Church of England, is really

assisting to propagate, not the precise religion of his own conscience, but
some one or more, he knows not how many or which, of the innumerable
religions which lie between the confines of Pelagianism and those of Antino-
mianism, and between the confines of Popery and those of Presbyterianism.
In our opinion, that religious instruction which the ruler ought, in his public
capacity, to patronise, is the instruction from which he, in his conscience,

believes that the people will learn most good with the smallest mixture of
evil. And thus it is not necessarily his own religion that he will select. He
will, of course, believe that his own religion is unmixedly good. But tlie

question which he has to consider is, not how much good his religion con-
tains, but how much good the people will learn, if instruction is given them
in that religion. He may prefer the doctrines and government of the Church
of England to those of the Church of Scotland. But if he knows that a

Scotch congregation will listen with deep attention and respect while an
Erskine or a Chalmers sets before them the fundamental doctrines of Chris-

tianity, and that a glimpse of a surplice or a single line of a liturgy would be
the signal for hooting and riot, and would probably bring stools and brick-

bats about the ears of the minister, he acts wisely if he conveys religious

knowledge to the Scotch rather by means of that imperfect Church, as he
may think it, from which they will learn much, than by means of that per-

fect Church from which they will learn nothing. The only end of teaching
is, that men may learn ; and it is idle to talk of the duty of teaching truth

in ways which only cause men to cling more firmly to falsehood.

On these principles we conceive that a statesman, who might be far indeed
from regarding the Church of England with the reverence which Mr Glad-
stone feels for her, might yet firmly oppose all attempts to destroy her. Such
a statesman may be too well acquainted with her origin to look upon hei

with superstitious awe. He may know that she sprang from a compromise
huddled up between the eager zeal of reformers and the selfishness of greedy,

ambitious, and time-serving politicians. He may find in every page of her
annals ample cause for censure. He may feel that he could not, with ease

to his conscience, subscribe all her articles. He may regret that all the
attempts which have l>een made to open her gates to large classes of non-
conformists should have failed. Her episcopal polity he may consider as of

purely human institution. He cannot defend her on the ground that she
possesses the apostolical .succession ; for he does not know whether that suc-

cession may not be altogether a fable. He cannot defend her on the ground
of her unity ; for he knows that her frontier sects are much more remote from
each other, than one frontier is from the Church of Rome, or the other from
the Church of Geneva. But he may think that she teaches more truth with
less alloy of error than would be taught by those who, if she were swept
away, would occupy the vacant space. He may think that the eflTect pro-

duced by her beautiful services and by her pulpits on the national mind, is,

on the whole, highly beneficial. He may think that her civilising influence

is usefully felt in remote districts. He may think that, if she were destroyed,

a large portion of those who now compose her congregations would neglect
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all religious duties ; and that a still larger portion would fall under the influ-

ence of spiritual mountebanks, hungry for gain, or drunk with fanaticism.

While he would with pleasure admit that all the qualities of Christian pastors

are to be found in large measure within the existing body of Dissenting

ministers, he would perhaps be inclined to think that the standard of intel-

lectual and moral character among that exemplary class of men may have

been raised to its present high point and maintained there by the indirect

influence of the Establishment. And he may be by no means satisfied that,

if the Church were at once swept away, the place of our Sumners and

Whateleys would be supplied by Doddridges and Halls. He may think that

the advantages which we have described are obtained, or might, if the exist-

ing system were slightly modified, be obtained, without any sacrifice of the

paramount objects which all governments ought to have chiefly in view.

Nay, he may be of opinion that an institution, so deeply fixed in the hearts

and minds of millions, could not be subverted without loosening and sliaking

all the foundations of civil society. With at least equal ease he would find

reasons for supporting the Church of Scotland. Nor would he be under the

necessity of resorting to any contract to justify the connection of two religious

establishments with one government. He would think scruples on that head
frivolous in any person who is zealous for a Church, of which both Dr Her-

bert Marsh and Dr Daniel Wilson are bishops. Indeed he would gladly

follow out his principles much further. He would have been willing to vote

in 1825 for Lord Francis Egerton's resolution, that it is expedient to give a

public maintenance to the Catholic clergy of Ireland ; and he would deeply

regret that no such measure was adopted in 1 829.

In this way, we conceive, a statesman might, on our principles, satisfy

himself that it would be in the highest degree inexpedient to abolish the

Church, either of England or of Scotland.

But if there were, in any part of the world, a national church regarded as

heretical by four fifths of the nation committed to its care, a church estab-

lished and maintained by the sword, a church producing twice as many riots

as conversions, a church which, though possessing great wealth and power,

and though long backed by persecuting law.s, had, in the course of many
generations, been found unable to propagate its doctrines, and barely able to

maintain its ground, a church so odious, that fraud and violence, when used

against its clear rights of property, were generally regarded as fair play, a

church, whose ministers were preaching to desolate walls, and with difficulty

obtaining their lawful subsistence by the help of bayonets, such a church, 01

our principles, could not, we must own, be defended. We should say that

the state which allied itself with such a church postponed the primary' end

of government to the secondary ; and that the consequences had been such

as any sagacious observer would have predicte<l. Neither the primary nor

the secondary end is attained. The temporal and spiritual interests of the

jjeople sutTer alike. The minds of men, instead of being drawn to the church,

are alienated from the state. The magistrate, after sacrificing order, peace,

union, all the interests which it is his first duty to protect, for the purpose of

promoting pure religion, is forced, after the expenence of centuries, to ad-

mil that he has really been promoting error. The sounder the doctrines of

such a church, the more absurd and noxious the superstition by which those

doctrines are opposed, the stronger are the arguments against the policy

which has deprived a good cause of its natural advantages. Those who preach

to rulers the duty of employing power to propagate truth would do well to

remember that falsehood, though no match for truth alone, has often been

found more than a match for truth and power together.

A statesman, judging on our principles, would pronounce without hesita-

tion that a church, such as we have last described, never ought to have been
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set up. Further than this we will not venture to speak for him. He would
doubtless remember that the world is full of institutions which, though they

never ought to liave been set up, yet, having been set up, ought not to be
rudely pulled down ; and that it is often %vise in practice to be content with

the mitigation of an abuse which, looking at it in the abstract, we might feel

impatient to destroy.

We have done ; and nothing remains but that we part from Mr Gladstone

with the courtesy of antagonists who bear no malice. We dissent from his

opinions, but we admire his talents ; we respect his integrity and benevo-

lence ; and we hope that he will not suffer political avocations so entirely

to engross him, as to leave him no leisure for literature and philosophy.

LORD CLIVE. (JANU.\RY, 1840.)

The Life 0/ Robert Lord Clive : collectedfrom the Family Papers, communicated by
the Earl of Po^vis. By Major-General Sir John Malcolm, K.C.B. 3 vob. 8vo.
London : 1836.

We have always thought it strange that, while the history of the Spanish
empire in America is familiarly known to all the nations of Europe, the great

actions of our countiymen in the East should, even among ourselves, excite

little interest. Every schoolboy knows who imprisoned Montezuma, and who
strangled Atahualpa. But we doubt whether one in ten, even among Eng-
lish gentlemen of highly cultivated minds, can tell who won the battle of

IJuxar, who perpetrated the massacre of Patna, whether Sujah Dowiah ruled

in Oude or in Travancore, or whether Holkar was a Hindoo or a Mussul-
man. Yet the victories of Cortes were gained over savages who had no
letters, who were ignorant of the use of metals, who had not broken in s;

single animal to labour, who wielded no better weapons than those which
could be made out of sticks, flints, and fish-bones, who regarded a horse-

soldier as a monster, half Tian and half beast, who took a harquebusier for

a sorcerer, able to scatter uie thunder and lightning of the skies. The people
of India, when we subdued them, were ten times as numerous as the Ameri-
cans whom the Spaniards vanquished, and were at the same time quite as

highly civilised as the victorious Spaniards. They had reared cities larger

and fairer than Saragossaor Toledo, and buildings more beautiful and costly

than the cathedral of Seville. They could show bankers richer than the
richest firms of Barcelona or Cadiz, viceroys whose splendour far surpassea
that, of Ferdinand the Catholic, myriads of cavalry and long trains of artil-

lery which would have astonished the Great Captain. It might have been
expected, that every Englishman who takes any interest in any part of his-

tory would be curious to know how a handful of his countrymen, separated
from their home by an immense ocean, subjugated, in the course of a few
years, one of the greatest empires in the world. Yet, unless we greatly err,

this subject is, to most readers, not only insipid but positively distasteful.

Perhaps the fault lies partly with the historians. Mr Mill's book, though
it has undoubtedly great and rare merit, is not sufficiently animated and
picturesque to attract those who read for amusement. Orme, inferior to no
English historian in style and power of painting, is minute even to tedious-

ncss. In one volume he allots, on an average, a closely printed quarto page
to the events of every forty-eight hours. The c-onsequence is, that his nar-

rative, tnough one of the most authentic and one of the most finely v/ritten

in our language, lias never been veiy popular, and is now scarcely ever read.

We fear that the volumes before us will not much attract those readers
whom OiTne and Mill have repelled. The materials placed at the disposal

of Sir John Malcolm by the late Lord Powis were indeed of great value.

But we cannot say that they have been very .skilfully worked up. It would,
however, be unjust to criticize with severity •* work which, if the author ha<J
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lived to complete and revise it, would pmbixhly have been improved by con-

densation and by a better arrangement. We are more (lisposeil to perfi.rnj

the plexsiny duly of expressini; our pratitude to the noble fiunily to which

the public owes so much itsct'ul and curious iiifonnation.

The effect of the book, even when we make the largest allowance for the

partiality of those who have furnished and of those who have tiiyested the

materials, is, on the whole, greatly to raise the character of Lord CUve.

We are far indeed from sympathizing with Sir John Malcolm, whose love

passes the love of biographers, and who can see nothing but wisdom and

justice in the actions of his idol. But we are at least ecjually far from con-

curring in the severe judgment of Mr Mill, who seems to us to show less

discrimination in his account of Clive than in any other part of his valuable

work. Clive, like most men who are born with strong passions and tried

by strong temptations, committed great faults. But every person who takes

a fair and enlighteneil view of his whole career must admit that our island,

so fertile in heroes and statesmen, has scarcely ever produced a man more

truly great either in arms or in council.

The Clives had been settled, ever since the twelfth century, on an estate

of no great value, near Market- Drayton, in Shropshire. In the reign of

Cicorge the Fir-;t, this moderate but ancient inheritance was possessed by

Mr Richard Clive, who seems to have been a plain man of no gieat tact or

capacity. He had been bred to the law, and divided his time between profes-

sional business andthe avocations of a small proprietor. He married a lady

from Manchester, "bf the name of Gaskill, and became the father of a very

mimerous family. His eldest son, Robert, the founder of the British em-

pire in India, was bom at the old seat of his ancestors on the twenty-ninth

of September, 1 725.

Some lineaments of the character of the man were early discerned in the

child. There remain letters %vritten by his relations when he was in Ids

seventh year ; and from these letters it appears that, even at that early age,

his strong will and his fiery passions, sustained by a constitutional intre-

piiiity which sometimes .seemed hardly compatible with soundness of mind,

had begun to cause great uneasiness to his family. " Fighting," says one

of his uncles, " to which he is out of mexsure addicted, gives his temper such

a fierceness and imperiousness, that he flies out on every trifling occasion,"

The old people of the neighbourhood still remember to have heard from their

parents how Bob Clive climbed to the top of the lofty steeple of Market-

iJrayton, and with what terror the inhabitants saw him seated on a stone

spout near the summit. They also relate how he formed all the idle lads of

the town into a kind of predatory army, and compelled the shopkeepers to

submit to a tribute of apples and half-pence, in consideration of which he

guaranteed the security of their windows. He was sent from school to

school, making very little progress in his learning, and gaining for himself

every where the character of an exceedingly naughty boy. One of his ma.s-

ters, it is said, was sagacious enough to prophesy that the idle kid would

make a great figure in the world. But the general opinion seems to have

been that poor Robert was a dunce, if not a reprobate. His family expected

nothing good from such slender parts and .such a headstrong temper. It is

not strange, therefore, that they gladly accepted for him, when he was in

his eighteenth year, a wrilership in the service of the East India Com|)any,

and shipped him off to make a fortune or to die of a fever at Madras.

F.ir different were the prospects of Clive from those of the youths whom
the East India College now annually sends to the Presidencies of our Asiatic

empire. The Company was then purely a trading corporation. Its terri-

tory consisted of a few s^juare miles, for which rent wa«i paid to the native

governments. Its troops were scarcely numerous enough to man the bat-

teries of three or four ill-constructed forts, which had been erected for the
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protection of the warehouses. The natives, who composed a considerable
part of these little garrisons, had not yet been trained in the discipline of
Europe, and were armed, some with swords and shields, some with bows
and arrows. The business of the servant of the Company was not, as now,
to conduct the judicial, financial, and diplomatic business of a great country,
but to take stock, to make advances to weavers, to ship cargoes, and above
all to keep an eye on private traders who dared to infringe the monopoly.
The younger clerks were so miserably paid that they could scarcely subsist

without incurring debt ; the elder enriched themselves by trading on their

own account : and those who lived to rise to the top of the service often

accumulated considerable fortunes.

Madras, to which Clive had been appointed, was, at this time, perhaps,
(he first in importance of tlie Company's settlements. In the preceding cen-

tury. Fort St George had arisen on a barren spot beaten by a raging surf;

and in the neighbourhood a town, inhabited by many thousands of natives,

had sprung up, as towns spring up in the East, with the rapidity of the

prophet's gourd. There were already in the suburbs many white villas, each
surrounded by its garden, whither the wealthy agents of the Company re-

tired, after the labours of the desk and the warehouse, to enjoy the cool

breeze which springs up at sunset from the Bay of Bengal. The habits of

these mercantile grandees appear to have been more profuse, luxurious, and
ostentatious, than those of the high judicial and political functionaries who
have succeeded them. But comfort was far less understood. Many devices

which now mitigate the heat of the climate, preserve health, and prolong
life, were unknown. There was far less intercourse with Europe than at

present. The voyage by the Cape, which in our time has often been per-

formed within three months, was then very seldom accomplished in six, and
was sometimes protracted to more than a year. Consequently, the Anglo-
Indian was then much more estranged from his country, much more addicted

to Oriental usages, and much less fitted to mix in society after his return to

Europe, than the Anglo-Indian of the present day.

Within the fort and its precincts, the English governors exercised, by per-

mission of the native rulers, an extensive authority, such as every great Indian

landowner exercised within his own domain. But they had never dreamed
of claiming independent power. The surrounding country was governed by
the Nabob of the Carnatic, a deputy of the Viceroy of the Deccan, com-
monly called the Nizam, who was himself only a deputy of the mighty prince

designated by our ancestors as the Great Mogid. Those names, once so

august and formidable, still remain. There is still a Nabob of the Carnatic,

who lives on a pension allowed to him by the English out of the revenues of

the province which his ancestors nUed. There is still a Nizam, whose capital

is overawed by a British cantonment, and to whom a British resident gives,

under the name of advice, commands which are not to be disputed. There
is still a Mogid, who is permitted to play at holding courts and receiving

petitions, liut who has less power to help or hurt than the youngest civil

servant of the Company.
Clive's voyage was unusually tedious even for that age. The ship re-

mained some months at the Brazils, where the young adventurer picked up
some knowledge of Portuguese and spent all his ])ocket-inoney. He did

not arrive in India till more than a year after he had left England. His
situation at Madras was most painful. His funds were exhausted. His pay
was small. He had contracted debts. He was wretchedly lodged, no
small calamity in a climate which can be made tolerable to an European
only by spacious and well-placed apartments. He had been furnished with

letters of recommendation to a gentleman who might have assisted him

;

but when he landed at Fort St George he found that this gentleman had
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sfiilctl for England. The lad's shy and haughty disposition withheld him
from introducing himself to strangers. He was several months in India

lx;fore he l)ecame acquainted with a single family. Tlie climate aftected

his health and spirits. His duties were of a kintl ill suited to hi^ artlent and
daring character. He jMned for his home, and in his letters to his relations

expressed his feelings in language softer and more pensive than we should

have expected either from the waywardness of his boyhood, or from the

inflexible sternness of his later years. "I have not enjoyed," says he,
" one happy day since I left my native country ;" and again, " 1 must con-

fess, at intervals, when I think of my dear native England, it affects me in

a very particular manner. ... If I should be so far blest as to revisit again

my own country, but more especially Manchester, the centre of all my wishes,

all that I could hope or desire for would be presented before me in one view."

One solace he found of the most respectable kind. The Governor pos-

sesse<l a gootl library, and permitted Clive to have access to it. The young
man devoted much of his leisure to reading, and acquired at this time almost

all the knowledge of books that he ever possessed. As a boy he had been

too idle, as a man he soon became too busy, for literary pursuits.

But neither climate nor poverty, neither study nor the sorrows of a home-
sick exile, could tame the desperate audacity of his spirit. He behaved to

his official superiors as he had behaved to his schoolmasters, and was several

times in danger of losing his situation. Twice, while residing in the Writers'

Buildings, he attempted to destroy himself; and twice the pistol which he
snapped at his own head failed to go off. This circumstance, it is said,

affected him as a similar escape affected Wallenstein. After satisfying him-
self that the pistol was really well loaded, he burst forth into an exclama-

tion that surely he was reser\ed for something great.

About this time an event which at first seemed likely to destroy all his

hopes in life suddenly opened before him a new path to eminence. Europe
had been, during some years, distracted by the war of the Austrian succes-

sion. George the Second was the steady ally of Maria Theresa. The house
of Bourbon took the opposite side. Though England was even then the

first of maritime powers, she was not, as she has since become, more than

a match on the sea for all the nations of the world together ; and she found

it difficult to maintain a contest against the united navies of France and
Spain. In the eastern seas France obtained the ascendency. Labourdon-
nais, governor of Mauritius, a man of eminent talents and virtues, conducted

an expedition to the continent of India in spite of the opposition of the

British fleet, landed, assembled an army, appeared before Aladras, and com-
pelled the town and fort to capitulate. The keys were delivered up ; the

French colours were displayed on Fort St George ; and the contents of the

Company's warehouses were seized as prize of war by the conquerors. It

was stipulated by the capitulation that the English inhabitants should be
prisoners of war on parole, and that the town .should remain in the hands of

the French till it should be ransomed. Labourdonnais pledged his honour
that only a mo<lerate ransom should be required.

But the success of Labourdonnais had awakened the jealousy of his coun-
tryman, Dupleix, governor of Pondicherry. Dupleix, moreover, had already

begim to revolve gigantic schemes, with which the restoration of Madras to

the English was by no means compatible. He declared that Labourdonnais
had gone beyond his powers ; that conquests made by the French arms on the

continent of India were at the disposal of the governor of Pondicherry alone

;

and that Madras should be ra-se<i to the ground. Labourdonnais was com-
pelled to yield. The anger which the breach of the capitulation excited

among the English was increased by the ungenerous manner in which Du-
pleix treated the principal servants of the Company. The Governor and
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several of the first gentlemen of Fort St George were earned under a guard
to Pondicherry, and conducted through the town in a triumplial piocession

under the eyes of fifty thousand spectators. It was witli reason thought
that this gross violation of pubHc faith absolved the inhabitants of Madras
from the engagements into wliich they had entered with Labourdonnais.
Clive fled from the town by night in the disguise of a Mussulman, and took
refuge at Fort St David, one of the small English settlements subordinate

to Madras.
The circumstances in which he was now placed naturally led him to adopt

a profession better suited to his restless and intrepid spirit than the business

of examining packages and casting accounts. He solicited and obtained

an ensign's commission in the service of the Company, and at twenty-one
entered on his military career. His personal courage, of which he had,

while still a writer, given signal proof by a desperate duel with a military

bully who was the terror of Fort St David, speedily made him conspicuous

even among hundreds of brave men. He soon began to show in his new
calling other qualities which had not before been discerned in him, judg-

ment, sagacity, deference to legitimate authority. He distinguished him-
self highly in several operations against the French, and was particularly

noticed by Major Lawrence, who was then considered as the ablest British

officer in India.

Clive had been only a few months in the army when intelligence arrived

that peace had been concluded between Great Britain and France. Dupleix
was in.consequence compelled to restore Madras to the EngUsh Company ; and
the young ensign was at liberty to resume his former business. He did indeed

return for a short time to his desk. He again quitted it in order to assist Major
Lawrence in some petty hostilities with the natives, and then again returned

to it. While he was thus wavering between a miUtary and a commercial life,

events took place which decided his choice. The politics of India assumed
a new aspect. There was peace between the English and French Ci'owns ;

but there arose between the English and French Companies trading to the

East a war most eventful and important, a war in which the prize was
nothing less than the magnificent inheritance of the house of Tamerlane.
The empire which Baber and his Moguls reared in the sixteenth century

was long one of the most extensive and splendid in the world. In no Euro-

pean kingdom was so large a population subject to a single prince, or so

large a revenue poured into the treasury. The beauty and magnificence of

the buildings erected by the sovereigns of Hindostan, amazed even travellers

who had seen St Peter's. The innumerable retinues and gorgeous decora-

tions which surrounded the throne of Delhi dazzled even eyes which were
accustomed to the pomp of Versailles. Some of the great viceroys who
held their posts by virtue of commissions from the Mogul niled as many
subjects as the King of France or the Emperor of Germany. Even the depu-

ties of these deputies might well rank, as to extent of territory and amount
of revenue, with the Grand Duke of Tuscany, or the Elector of Saxony.
There can be little doubt that this great ensure, powerful and prosperous

as it appears on a superficial view, was yet, even in its best days, far worse
governed than the worst governed parts of Europe now are. The adminis-

tration was tainted with all the vices of Oriental despotism and with all the

vices inseparable from the domination of race over race. The conflicting

pretensions of the princes of the royal house produced a long series of crimes

and public disasters. Ambitious lieutenants of the sovereign sometimes

aspired to independence. Fierce tribes of Hindoos, impatient of a foreign

yoke, frequently withheld tribute, repelled the armies of the government
from the mountain fastnesses, and poured down in arms on the cultivated

plains. In spite, however, of much constant maladministration, in spite of
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occasional convulsions which shook the whole frame of society, this great

monarchy, on the whole, retained, during some j^enerations, an outward
appear:ini.e of unity, majesty, and energy. But throughout the long reign

of Auruugzebe, the state, notwithstanding all that tlie vigour and policy of

the prince could effect, wxs hastening to dissolution. After his death, which
took place in the year 1707, the ruin was fearfully rapid. Violent shocks
from without co-operated with an incurable decay which was fast jirocteding

within ; and in a few years the empire had undergone utter decon)position.

The history of the .successors of Theodosius bears no small analogy to that

of the successors of Auningzebe. But perhaps the fall of the Carlovingians
furnishes the nearest parallel to the fall of the Moguls. Charlemagne was
scarcely interred when the imbecility and the disputes of his descendants
began to bring contempt on themselves anil destruction on their subjects.

The wide dominion of the Franks was severed into a thousand pieces.

Nothing more than a nominal dignity was left to the abject heirs of an illus-

trious name, Charles the Bald, and Charles the Fat, and Charles the Simple.
Fierce invaders, differing from each other in race, language, and religion,

flocked, as if by concert, from the farthest corners of the earth, to plunder
•provinces which the government could no longer defend. The pirates ot

the Northern Sea extended their ravages from the Elbe to the Pyrenees,
and at length fixed their seat in the rich valley of the Seine. The Hun-
gtirian, in whom the trembling monks fancied that they recognised the Gog
or Magog of prophecy, carried back the jilunder of the cities of Lombardy
to the depths of the Pannonian forests. The Saracen ruled in Sicily, deso-

lated the fertile plains of Campania, and spread terror even to the walls of

Rome. In the midst of these sufferings, a great internal change passed upon
the empire. The corruption of death began to ferment into new forms of

life. While the great body, as a whole, was torpid and pa.ssive, every
separate member began to feel with a sense, and to move with an energy
all its own. Just here, in the most barren and dreary tract of European
histor)', all feudal privileges, all modem nobility, take their source. It Is to

this point that wc trace the power of those princes, who, nominally vassals,

but really independent, long governed, with the titles ot dukes, marquesses and
counts, almost ever)' part of the dominions which had obeyed Charlemagne.

Such or nearly such was the change which passed on the Mogul empire
during the forty yeai-s which followed the death of Aurungzebe. A succes-

sion of nominal sovereigns, sunk in indolence and debauchery, sauntered
away Hfe in secluded palaces, chewing bang, fondling concubines, and list-

ening to buffoons. A succession of ferocious invaders descended through
the western passes, to prey on the defenceless wealth of Hindostan. A
Persian conqueror crossed the Indus, marched through the gates of Delhi,*-
and bore away in triumph those treasures of which the magnificence had
astounded Roe and Bemier, the Peacock Throne, on which the ridiest

jewels of Golconda had been disi>osed by the most skilful hands of Europe,
and the inestimable Mountain of Light, which, after many strange vicissi-

tudes, lately shone in the bracelet of Kunjeet Sing, and is now destined to

adorn the hideous idol of Orissa. The Afghan soon followed to complete
the work of devastation which the Persian had begun. The warhke tribes ot"

Rajpootana threw off the Mussulman yoke. A band of mercenary soldiers

occupied Rohilcund. The Seiks ruled on the Indus. The Jauts spread
dismay along the Jumna. The highlands which Ixirdcr on the western
sea-coast of India poured forth a yet more formidable race, a race which
was long the terror of ever)- native power, and which, after many des-
perate and doubtful struggles, yielde<i only to the fortune and genius of
England. It was under the rei-n of Aurungyebe that this wild clan of
plunderers first descended from their mountains ; aad soon after his death.
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every comer of his wide empire learned to tremble at the mighty name of

the Mahraltas. Many fertile vice-royalties were entirely subdued by them.
Their dominions stretched across the peninsula from sea to sea. Mahratta
captains reigned at Poonah, at Gualior, in Guzerat, in Berar, and in Tan-
jore. Nor did they, though they had become great sovereigns, therefore

cease to be freebooters. They still retained the predatory habits of their

forefathers. Eveiy region which was not subject to their rule was wasted
by their incursions. Wherever their kettle-drums were heard, the peasant
threw his bag of rice on his shoulder, hid his small savings in his girdle, and
fled with his wife and children to the mountains or the jungles, to the milder

neighbourhood of the hyaena and the tiger. Many provinces redeemed their

harvests by the payment of an annual ransom. Even the wretched phantom
who still bore the imperial title stooped to pay this ignominious black -mail.

The camp-fires of one rapacious leader were seen from the walls of the

palace of Delhi. Another, at the head of his iimumerable cavalry, descended
year after year on the ricefields of Bengal. Even the European factors

trembled for their magazines. Less than a hundred years ago, it was thought

necessary to fortify Calcutta against the horsemen of Berar ; and the name
of the Mahratta ditch still preserves the memory of the danger.

Wherever the viceroys of the Mogid retained authority they became sove-

reigns. They might still acknowledge in words the superiority of the house

of Tamerlane ; as a Count of Flanders or a Duke of Burgundy might liave

acknowledged the superiority of the most helpless driveller among the later

Carlovingians. They might occasionally send to their titular sovereign a

complimentary present, or solicit from him a title of honour. In truth, how-
ever, they were no longer lieutenants removable at pleasure, but independent

hereditary princes. In this way originated those great Mussulman houses

which formerly niled Bengal and the Carnatic, and those which still,

though in a state of vassalage, exercise some of the powers of royalty at

Lucknow and Hyderabad.
In what was this confusion to end? Was the strife to continue during

centuries ? Was it to terminate in the rise of another great monarchy ?

Was the Mussulman or the Mahratta to be the Lord of India? Was another

Baber to descend from the mountains, and to lead the hardy tribes of Cabul
and Chorasan against a wealthier and less warlike race ? None of these

events seemed improbable. But scarcely any man, however sagacious,

would have thought it possible that a trading company, separated from

India by fifteen thousand miles of sea, and possessing in India only a few
acres for purposes of commerce, would, in less than a hundred years, spread

its empire from Cape Comorin to the eternal snow of the Himalayas ; would

compel Mahratta and Mahommedan to forget their mutual feuds in common
subjection ; would tame down even those wild races which had resisted the

most powerful of the Moguls ; and, having united under its laws a hundred
millions of subjects, would carry its victorious arms far to the east of the

Burrampooter, and far to the west of the Hydaspes, dictate terms of peace

at the gates of Ava, and seat its vassal on the throne of Candahar.
The man who first .savv that it was possible to found an European empire

on the ruins of the Mogul monarchy M'as Dupleix. His restless, cajmcious,

and inventive mind had formed this scheme, at a time when the ablest ser-

vants of the English Company were busied only about invoices and bills of

lading. Nor had he only proposed to himself the end. He had also a just

and distinct view of the means by whicli it was to be attained. He clearly

saw that the greatest force which the princes of India could bring into the

field would be no match for a small body of men trained in the discipline,

and guided by the tactics, of the West. He saw also that the natives of

India might, under European commanders, be formed into armies, such as
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Saxe or Frederic would be proud to command. He was perfectly aware
that the most easy and convenient way in which an European adventurer
could exercise sovereignty in India, was to govern the motions, and to speak
through the moutli of some glittering puppet dignified by the title of Nabob
or Nizam. The arts both of war and policy, which a few years later were
employed with sucli signal success by the English, were first understood and
practised by this inj^enious and aspiring PVenchraan.

The situation of India w.is such that scarcely any aggression could be
without a pretext, either in old laws or in recent practice. All rights were
in a state of utter uncertainty ; and the Europeans who took part in the dis-

putes of the natives confounded the confusion, by applying to Asiatic poli-

tics the pubUc law of the West and analogies drawn from the feudal system.
If it w.as convenient to treat a Nabob as an independent prince, there was
an excellent plea for doing so. He was independent in fact. If it was
convenient to treat him as a mere deputy of the Court of Delhi, there was
no difficulty ; for he was so in theory. If it was convenient to consider his
office as an hereditary dignity, or as a dignity held during life only, or as a
dignity held only during the good pleasure of the Mogul, arguments and
precedents might be found for ever)- one of those views. The party who
had the heir of Baber in their hands represented him as the undoubted, the
legitimate, the absolute sovereign, whom all subordinate authorities were
bound to obey. The party against whom his name was used did not want
plausible pretexts for maintaining that the empire was defacto dissolved, and
that, though it might be decent to treat the Mogul with respect, as a vener-
able relic of an order of things which had passed away, it was absurd to
r^ard him as the real master of Hindostan.

In the year 1 74S, died one of the most powerful of the new ma.sters of
India, the great Nizam al Mulk, Viceroy of the Deccan. His authonty
descended to his son, Nazir Jung. Of the provinces subject to this high
functionary, the Camatic was the wealthiest and the most extensive. It

was governed by an ancient Nabob, whose name the English corrupted
into Anaverdy Khan.

But there were pretenders to the government both of the viceroyalty and
of the subordinate province. Mirzapha Jung, a grandson of Nizam al Mulk,
appeared as the competitor of Nazir Jung. Chunda Sahib, son-in-law of a
former Nabob of the Camatic, disputed the title of Anaverdy Khan. In the
unsettled state of Indian law, it was easy for both Mirzapha Jung and
Chunda Sahib to make out something like a claim of right. In a society
altogether disorganised, they had no difficulty in finding greedy adventurers
to follow their standards. They united their interests, invailed the Camatic,
and applied lor assistance to the French, whose fame had l>een raised by their
success against the F^nglish in the recent war on the coast of Coromandel

Nothing could have happened more pleasing to the subtle and ambitious
Dupleix. To make a Nabob of the Camatic, to make a Viceroy of the
Deccan, to rule under their names the whole of southem India ; this was
indeed an attractive prospect. He allied himself with the pretenders, and
sent four hundred French soldiers, and two thousand sepoys, disciplined
after the European fashion, to the assistance of his confederates. A battle
was fought. The French distinguished themselves greatly. Anaverdy Khan
was defeated and slain. His son Mahommed Ali, who was afterwards well
known in England as the Nabob of Arcot, and who owes to the eloquence
of Burke a most unen\-iable immortality, fled with a scanty remnant of his
army to Trichinopoly ; and the conquerors became at once masters of
almost every part of the Camatic.

This was but the beginning of the K'rtatness of Dupleix. After some
months of fiijhtin^ negotiation, and mirigue, his ability and good fortune

R
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seemed to have prevailed every where. Nazir Jung perished by the hands
of his owTi followers ; Mirzapha Jung was master of the Deccan ; and the
triumph of French arms and French policy was complete. At Pondicherry
all was exultation and festivity. Salutes were fired from the batteries, and
Te Dettm sung in the churches. The new Nizam came thither to visit his

allies ; and the ceremony of his installation was performed there with great

pomp. Dupleix, dressed in the garb worn by Mahommedans of the highest

rank, entered the town in the same palanquin with the Nizam, and, in the

pageant which followed, took precedence of all the court. He was declared

Governor of India from the river Kristna to Cape Comorin, a country about
as large as France, with authority superior even to that of Chunda Sahib.

He was intrusted with the command of seven thousand cavalry. It was
announced that no mint would be suffered to exist in the Camatic except

that at Pondicherry. A large portion of the treasures which former Vice-

roys of the Deccan had accumulated found its way into the coffers of the

French governor. It was nimoured that he had received two hundred
thousand pounds sterling in money, besides many valuable jewels. In fact,

there could scarcely be any limit to his gains, lie now ruled thirty millions

of people with almost absolute power. No honour or emolument could be
obtained from the government but by his intervention. No petition, unless

signed by him, was perused by the Nizam.
Mirzapha Jung survived his elevation only a few months. But another

prince of the same house was raised to the throne by French influence, and
ratified all the promises of his predecessor. Dupleix was now the greatest

potentate in India. His countrymen boasted that his name was mentioned
with awe even in the chambers of the palace of Delhi. The native popula-

tion looked with amazement on the progress which, in the short space of

four years, an European adventurer had made towards dominion in Asia.

Nor was the vain-glorious Frenchman content with the reality of power.
He loved to display his greatness with arrogant ostentation before the eyes

of his subjects and of his rivals. Near the spot where his policy had obtained
its chief tiiumph, by the fall of Nazir Jung and the elevation of Mirzapha,
he determined to erect a column, on the four sides of which four pompous
inscriptions, in four languages, .should proclaim his glory to all the nations

of the East. Medals stamped with emblems of his successes were buried
beneath the foundations of this stately pillar, and round it arose a town bear-

ing the haughty name of Dupleix Fatihabad, which is, being interpreted,

the City of the Victory of Dupleix.
The Englisli had made some feeble and irresolute attempts to stop the

rapid and brilliant career of the rival Company, and continued to recognise

Mahommed AH as Nabob of the Camatic. But the dominions ofMahommed
Ali consisted of Trichinopoly alone ; and Trichinopoly was now invested by
Chunda Sahib and his French auxiliaries. To raise the siege seemed impos-
sible. The small force which was then at Madras had no commander.
Major Lawrence had returned to England : and not a single officer of estab-

lished character remained in the settlement. The natives had learned to

look with contempt on the mighty nation which was soon to conquer and to

rule them. They had seen the French colours flying on Fort St George ;

they had seen the chiefs of the English factoiy led in triumph through the

streets of Pondicherry ; they had seen the arms and counsels of Dupleix every

where successful, while the opposition which the authorities of Madras had
made to his progress, had served only to expose their own weakness, and to

heighten liis glory. At this moment, the valour and genius of an obscure
English youth suddenly turned the tide of fortune.

Clive was now twenty-five years old. After hesitating for some time

between a military and a commercial life, he had at length been placed in a
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post which partook of both characters, tliai of commissary to the troops,

with the rank of captain. The present emergency called forth all his powers.
He representeil to Ins superiors that, unless some \ it,'orous efforts were made,
Trichinopoly would fail, the House of Anaverdy Khan would perish, and
the French would become the real masters of the whole peninsula of India.

It was absolutely necessary to strike some daring blow. If an attack were
made on Arcot, the capital of the Camatic, and the favourite residence of

the Nabobs, it was not impossible that the siege of Triclimupoly would be
raised. The heads of the English settlement, now thoroughly alarmed by
the success of I^upleix, and apprehensive that, in the event of a new war
between France and Great Britain, Madras would be instantly taken and
destroyed, approved of Clive's plan, and intrusted tlie execution of it to him-
self. The young captain was put at the Vad of two hundred English sol-

diers, and three hundred sepoys armed and disciplined after the European
fashion. Of the eight officers who commanded this little force under him,

only two had ever been in action, and four of the eight were factors of the

company, whom Chve's example had induced to offer their services. The
weather was stormy ; but Clive pushed on, through thmider, lightning, and
rain, to the gates of Arcot. The garrison, in a panic, evacuated the fort,

and the English entered it without a blow.

But Clive well knew that he should not be suffered to retain undisturbed

possession of his conquest. He instantly began to collect provisions, to throw
up works, and to make preparations for sustaining a siege. The garrison,

which had fled at his approach, had now recovered from its dismay, and,

having been swollen by large reinforcements from the neighbourhood to a
force of three thousand men, encamped close to the town. At dead of night,

CUve marched out of the fort, attacked the camp by surprise, slew great

numbers, dispersed the rest, and returned to his quarters without having lost

a single man.
The intelligence of these events was soon carried to Chunda Sahib, who,

with his French alhes, was besieging Trichinopoly. He immediately de-

tached four thousand men from his camp, and sent them to Arcot. They
were speedily joined by the remains of the force which Clive had lately scat-

tered. They were further strengthened by two thousand men from Vellore,

and by a still more important reinforcement of a hundred and Tifty French
soldiers whom Dupleix despatched from Fondicherry. The whole of this

army, amounting to about ten thou:«ind men, was under the command of

Rajah Sahib, son of Chunda Sahib.

Rajah Sahib proceeded to invest the fort of Arcot, which seemed quite

incapaiile of sustaining a siege. ITie walls were ruinous, the ditches dry,

the ramparts too narrow to admit the guns, the battlements too low to pro-
tect the soldiers. The little garrison had been greatly reduced by casualties.

It now consisted of a hundred and twenty Europeans and two hundred
sepoys. Only four officers were left ; the stock of provisions was scanty

;

and the commander, who had to conduct the defence under circumstances
so discouraging, was a yoimg man of live and twenty, who had been bred a
book-keeper.

During fifty days the siege went on. During fifty days the young captain
maintained the defence, with a firmness, vigilance, and ability, which would
have done honour to the oldest marshal in Europe. The breach, however,
increased day by day. The garrison began to feel the pressure of hunger.
Under such circumstances, any troops so scantily provided with officers

might have been expected to show signs of insubordination ; and the danger
was peculiarly great in a force composed of men differing widely from each
other in extraction, colour, language, manners, and religion. But the devo-
tion of the little band to its chief stupassed any thing that is related, of th^
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Tenth Legion of Coesar, or of the Old Guard of Napoleon. The sepoys came
to Clive, not to complain of their scanty fare, but to propose that all the
grain should be given to the Europeans, who required more nourishment than
the natives of Asia. The thin gruel, they said, which was strained away from
the rice, would suffice for themselves. History contains no more touching

instance of military fidehty, or of the influence of a commanding mind.
An attempt made by the government of Madras to relieve the place had

failed. But there was hope from another quarter. A body of six thousand
Mahrattas, half soldiers, half robbers, under the command of a chief named
Morari Row, had been hired to assist Mahommed Ali ; but thinking the

French power irresistible, and the triumph of Chunda Sahib certain, they

had hitherto remained inactive on the frontiers of the Carnatic. The fame
of the defence of Arcot roused them from their torpor. Morari Row declared

that he had never before believed that Englishmen could hght, but that he
would willingly help them since he saw that they had spirit to help them-
selves. Rajah Sahib learned that the Mahrattas were in motion. It was
necessary for him to be expeditious. He first tried negotiation. He offei'ed

large bribes to Clive, which were rejected with scorn. He vowed that, if

his proposals were not accepted, he would instantly storm the fort, and put
every man in it to the sword. Clive told him in reply, with characteristic

haughtiness, that his father was an usurper, that his army was a rabble, and
that he would do well to think twice before he sent such poltroons into a

breach defended by English soldiers.

Rajah Sahib determined to storm the fort. The day was well suited to a

bold military enterprise. It was the great Mahommedan festival which is

sacred to the memory of Hosein the son of Ali. The history of Islam con-

tains nothing more touching than the event which gave rise to that solemnity.

The mournful legend relates how the chief of the Fatimites, when all his

brave followers had perished round him, drank his latest draught of water,

and uttered his latest prayer, how the assassins carried his head in triumph,

how the tyrant smote the lifeless lips with his staff, and how a few old men
recollected with tears that they had seen those lips pressed to the lips of the

Prophet of God. After the lapse of near twelve centuries, the recurrence of

this solemn season excites the fiercest and saddest emotions in the bosoms
of the devout Moslem of India. They work themselves up to such agonies

of rage and lamentation that some, it is said, have given up the ghost from

the mere effect of mental excitement. They believe that whoever, during

this festival, falls in arms against the infidels, atones by his death for all the

sins of his life, and passes at once to the garden of the Houris. It was at

this time that Rajah Sahib determined to assault Arcot. Stimulating drugs

were employed to aid the effect of religious zeal, and the besiegers, drunk
with enthusiasm, drunk with bang, rushed furiously to the attack.

Clive had received secret intelligence of the design, had made his arrange-

ments, and, exhausted by fatigue, had thrown himself on his bed. He was
awakened by the alarm, and was instantly at his post. The enemy advanced
driving before them elephants whose foreheads were armed with iron plates.

It was exjiected that the gates would yield to the shock of these living bat-

tering-rams. But the huge beasts no sooner felt the English musket-balls

than they turned round, and rushed furiously away, trampling on the multi-

tude which had urged them forward. A raft was launched on the water

which filled one part of the ditch. Clive, perceiving that his gunners at that

post did not understand their business, took the management of a piete of

artillery himself, and cleared the raft in a few minutes. Where the moat was
dry, the assailants mounted with great boldness ; but they were received with

a fire so heavy and so well-directed, that it soon quelled the courage even of

fanaticism and of intoxication. The rear ranks of the English kept the front
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rtink's supplied with a constant succession of loaded muskets, and ever}' shot
ti)ki on the livin{; mass l)eIo\v. After three desperate onsets, the besiegers
retired l)ehind the ditch.

The stnij^yle lasted alwut an hour. Four hundred of the assailants fell.

The garrison lost only five or six men. The besieged passed an anxious
night, looking for a renewal of the attack. But when day broke, the enemy
were no more to be seen. They had retired, leaving to the English several
gims and a large quantity of ammunition.
The news was received at Fort St George with transports of joy and pride.

Clive was justly regardeil as a man equal to any command. Two hundred
EngUsh soldiers, and seven hundred .sepoys were sent to him, and with this

force he instantly commenced offensive operations. He took the fort of
Timer)', effected a junction with a division of Morari Row's army, and
hxstened, by forced marches, to attack Rajah Sahib, who was at the head
of about five thousand men, of whom three hundred wore French. The
action was sharp, but Clive gained a complete victory. The military chest
of Rajah Sahib fell into the hands of the conquerors. Six hundred sepoys,
who had ser\-ed in the enemy's army, came over to Clive's quarters, and were
taken into the British service. Conjeveram surrendered without a blow.
The governor of Amee deserted Chunda Sahib, and recognised the title of

Mahommed Ali.

Had tlie entire direction of the war been intrusted to Clive, it would prob-
ably have been brought to a speedy close. But the timidity and incapacity
which appeared in all the movements of the Engli.sh, except where he was
personally present, protracted the struggle. The Mahrattas muttered that

hb .soldiers were of a different race from the British whom they found else-

where. The effect of this langiior was, that in no long time Rajah Sahib,
at the head of a considerable army, in vhich were four hundred French
troops, appeared almost under the guns of Fort St George and laid waste
the villas and gardens of the gentlemen of the English settlement. But he
was again encountered and defeated by Clive. More than a hundred of the
French were killed or taken, a loss more serious than that of thousands of

natives. The >nctorious army marched from the field of battle to Fort St
David. On the road lay the City of the Victory of Dupleix, and the stately

monument which was designed to commemorate the triumphs of France in

the East. Clive ordered both the city and the monument to be rased to

the ground. He was induced, we believe, to take this step, not by personal
or national m.ilevolence, but by a just and profound policy. The town and
its pompous name, the pillar and its vaunting inscriptions, were among the
devices by which Dupleix had laid the public mind of India under a spell.

This speU it was Clive's business to break. The natives had been taught
that France was confessedly the first power in Europe, and that the English
did not presume to dispute her supremacy. No mexsuie could be more
effectual for the removing of this delusion than the public and solemn demo-
lition of the French trophies.

The government of Madras, encouraged by these events, determined to
send a strong detachment, under Clive, to reinforce the garrison of Trichin-
opoly. But just at this conjuncture, Major Lawrence arrived from England,
and assumed the chief command. From the waywardness and impatience
of control which had characterised Clive, both at school and in the count-
ing-house, it might have been expected that he would not, after such
achievements, act with zeal and goo<l humour in a subordinate capacity. But
Lawrence had early treated him with kindne.ss ; and it is bare justice to
Clive to say that, proud and overl)earing as he wa.s, kindness was never
thrown away upon him. He cheerfully placed liimself under the orders of
his old friend, and exerted himself as strenuously in the second post as he
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could have done in the first. Lawrence well knew the value of such assist-

ance. Though himself gifted with no intellectual faculty higher than plain

good sense, he fully appreciated the powers of his brilliant coadjutor.

Though he had made a methodical study of military tactics, and, like all

men regularly bred to a profession, was disposed to look with disdain on
interlopers, he had yet liberality enough to acknowledge that Clive was an
exception to common rules. "Some people," he wrote, "are pleased to

term Captain Clive fortunate and lucky ; but, in my opinion, from the

knowledge I have of the gentleman, he deserved and might expect from his

conduct every thing as it fell out ;—a man of an undaunted resolution, of a
cool temper, and of a presence of mind which never left him in the greatest

danger—born a soldier; for, without a military education of any sort, or much
conversing with any of the profession, from his judgment and good sense,

he led on an army like an experienced officer and a brave soldier, with a

prudence that certainly warranted success."

The French had no commander to oppose to the two friends. Dupleix,

not inferior in talents for negotiation and intrigue to any European who has

borne a part in the revolutions of India, was not qualified to direct in per-

son military operations. He had not been bred a soldier, and had no in-

clination to become one. His enemies accused him of personal cowardice

;

and he defended himself in a strain worthy of Captain Bobadil. He kept

away from shot, he said, because silence and tranquillity were propitious to

his genius, and he found it difficult to pursue his meditations amidst the

noise of fire-arms. He was thus under the necessity of intrusting to others

the execution of his great warlike designs ; and he bitterly complained that

he was ill served. He had indeed been assisted by one officer of eminent
merit, the celebrated Bussy. But Bussy had marched northward with the

Nizam, and was fully employed in looking after his own interests, and those

of France, at the court of that prince. Among the officers who remained
with Dupleix, there was not a single man of capacity ; and m.any of them
were boys, at whose ignorance and folly the common soldiers laughed.

The English triumphed every where. The besiegers of Trichinopoly

were themselves besieged and compelled to capitulate. Chunda Sahib fell

into the hands of the Mahrattas, and was put to death, at the instigation

probably of his competitor, Mahommed Ali. The spirit of Dupleix, how-
ever, was unconquerable, and his resources inexhaustible. From his em-
ployers in Europe he no longer received help or countenance. They con-

demned his policy. They gave him no pecuniary assistance. They sent

him for troops only the sweepings of the galleys. Yet still he persisted,

intrigued, bribed, promised, lavished his private foi'tune, strained his credit,

procured new diplomas from Delhi, raised up new enemies to the govern-
ment of Madras on every side, and found tools even among the allies of the
English Company. But all was in vain. Slowly, but steadily, the power
of Britain continued to increase, and that of France to decline.

The health of Clive had never been good during his residence in India
;

and his constitution was now so much impaired that he determined to return

to England. Before his departure he undertook a service of considerable
difficulty, and performed it with his usual vigour and dexterity. The forts

of Covelong and Chingleput were occupied by French garrisons. It was
determined to send a force against them. But the only force available for

this purpose was of such a description that no officer but Clive would risk

his reputation by commanding it. It consisted of five hundred newly-
levied sepoys, and two hundred recruits who had just landed from England,
and who were the worst and lowest wretches that the Company's crimps
could pick up in the flash-houses of London. Clive, ill and exhausted as

he was, undertook to make an army of this undisciplined rabble, and
marched with them to Covelong. A shot from the fort killed one of these
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extraordinary soldiers ; on which all the rest faced about and ran away, and
it was with the greatest difficulty that Clive rallied them. On another
occasion, the noise of a gun terrified the sentinels so much that one of them
was found, some hours later, at the bottom of a well. Clive gradually
accustomed them to danger, and, by exposing himself constantly in the most
perilous situations, shameil them into courage. He at length succeeded in

forming a respectable force out of his unpromising materials. Covelong
fell. Clive learned that a strong detachment was marching to relieve it

from Chingleput. He took measures to prevent the enemy from learning
that they were too late, laid an ambuscade for them on the road, killed a
hundred of them with one iire, took three hundred prisoners, pursued the
fugitives to the gates of Chingleput, laid siege instantly to that fastness,

reputed one of the strongest in India, made a breach, and was on the point
of storming when the French commandant capitulated and retired with his

men.
Clive returned to Madras victorious, but in a state of health which rendered

it impossible for him to remain there long. He married at this time a young
lady of the name of Maskelj-ne, sister of the eminent ma-thematician, who
long held the post of Astronomer Royal. She is described as handsome
and accomplished ; and her husband's letters, it is said, contain proofs that
he was devotedly attached to her.

Almost immediately after the marriage, Clive embarked with his bride 1

for England. He returned a ver)- different person from the poor slighted
|

boy who had been sent out ten years before to seek his fortune. He was
'

only twenty-seven
;
yet his country already respected him as one of her first <

soldiers. There was then general peace in Europe. The Camatic was the
only part of the world where the English and French were in arms against
each other. The vast schemes of Dupleix had excited no small uneasiness

\

in the city of London ; and the rapid turn of fortune, which was chiefly
owing to the courage and talents of Clive, had been hailed with great de-
light. The young captain was known at the India House by the honourable
nickname of General Clive, and was toasted by that appellation at the feasts
of the Directors. On his arrival in Elngland, he found himself an object of

general interest and admiration. The East India Company thanked him
fcr his services in the warmest terms, and bestowed on him a sword set with
diamonds. With rare delicacy, he refused to receive thi> token of grati-

tude unless a similar compliment were paid to his friend and commander,
Lawrence.

It may easily be supposed that Clive was most cordially welcomed home
by his family, who were delighted by his success, though they seem to have
been hardly able to comprehend how their naughty idle Bobby had become
so great a man. His father had been singularly hard of lx:lief. Not until
the news of the defence of Arcot arrived in England was the old gentleman
heard to growl out that, after all, the booby had something in him. His
expressions of approbation became stronger and stronger as news arrived of
one brilliant exploit after another ; and he was at length immoderately fond
and proud of his son.

Clive's relations had very substantial reasons for rejoicing at his return
Considerable sums of prize-money had fallen to his share ; and he had

\

brought home a moderate fortune, part of which he expended in extricating I

his father from pecuniary difficulties, and in redeeming the family estate.

The remainder he appears to have dissipated in the course of about two
years. He lived splendidly, dressed gaily even for those times, kept a 1

carriage and saddle horses, and, not content with these ways of getting rid of
his money, resoned to the most speedy and effectual of all modes of evacua-
tion, a contested election followed by a petition.

At the time of the eeneral election of 1 754, the government was In a very
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singular state. There was scarcely any formal opposition. The Jacobites

had been cowed by the issue of the last rebellion. The Tory party had
fallen into utter contempt. It had been deserted by all the men of talents

who had belonged to it, and had scarcely given a symptom of life during

some years. The small faction which had been held together by the influ-

ence and promises of Prince Frederic, had been dispersed by his death.

Almost every public man of distinguished talents in the kingdom, whatever

his early connections might have been, was in office, and called himself a

"Whig. But this extraordinary appearance of concord was quite delusive.

The administration itself was distracted by bitter enmities and conflicting

pretensions. The chief object of its members was to depress and supplant

each other. The prime minister, Newcastle, weak, timid, jealous, and per-

fidious, was at once detested and despised by some of the most important

members of his government, and by none more than by Henry Fox, the

Secretary at War. This able, daring, and ambitious man seized every oppor-

tunity of crossing the First Lord of the Treasuiy, from whom he well knew
that he had little to dread and little to hope ; for Newcastle was through life

equally afraid of breaking with men of parts and of promoting them.

Newcastle had set his heart on returning two members for St Michael, one
of those wretched Cornish boroughs which were swept away by the Refonn
Act in 1832. He was opposed by Lord Sandwich, whose influence had long

been paramount there : and Fox exerted himself strenuously in Sandwich's

behalf. Clive, who had been introduced to Fox, and very kindly received

by him, was brought forward on the Sandwich interest, and was returned.

But a petition was presented against the return, and was backed by the whole
influence of the Duke of Newcastle.

The case was heard, according to the usage of that time, before a com-
mittee of the whole House. Questions respecting elections were then con-

sidered merely as party questions. Judicial impartiality was not even affected.

Sir Robert Walpole was in the habit of saying openly that, in election battles,

there ought to be no quarter. On the present occasion the excitement was
great. The matter really at issue was, not whether Clive had been properly

or improperly returned, but whether Newcastle or Fox was to be master of

the New House of Commons, and consequently first minister. The contest

was long and obstinate, and success seemed to lean sometimes to one side

and sometimes to the other. Fox put forth all his rare powers of debate,

beat half the lawyers in the House at their own weapons, and carried division

after division against the whole influence of the Treasuiy. The committee
decided in CHve's favour. But when the resolution was reported to the

House, things took a different course. The remnant of the Tory Opposi-

tion, contemptible as it was, had yet sufficient weight to turn the scale

between the nicely-balanced parties of Newcastle and Fox. Newcastle the

Tories could only despise. Fox they hated, as the boldest and most subtle

politician and the ablest debater among the Whigs, as the steady friend of

Walpole, as the devoted adherent of the Duke of Cumberland. After

wavering till the last moment, they determined to vote in a body with the

Prime Minister's friends. The consequence was that the House, by a .small

maiority, rescinded the decision of the committee, and Clive was unseated.

I'^jected from Parliament and straitened in his means, he naturally began
to look again towards India. The Company and the Government were
eager to avail themselves of his services. A treaty favourable to England
had indeed been concluded in the Camatic. Dupleix had been superseded,

and had returned with the wreck of his immense fortune to Europe, where
calumny and chicaneiy soon hunted him to his grave. But many signs in-

\ (licated that a war between France and Great Britain was at hand ; and it

1 was therefore thought desirable to send an able commander to the Com-
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pany's settlements in India. The Directors appointed Clive governor of I

Kort St David. The Kinjj gave him the commission of a heiitenant-colonci

in the British army, and in 1755 he again sailed for Asia.

The first .service on which he was employed after his return to the East

was the reduction of the stronghold of Gheriah. This fortress, built on a

craggy promontory, and almost surrounded by the ocean, was the den of a

pirate named Angria, whose barks had long been the terror of the Arabian

Gulf. Admiral Watson, who commanded the English .squadron in the

Eastern sea-s burned Angria's fleet, while Clive attacked the fastness by
land. The place soon fell, and a booty of a hundred and fifty thousand

pounds sterling was divided among the conquerors.

After this exploit, Clive proceeded to his government of Fort St David.

Before he had l>een there two months, he received intelligence which called

forth all the energy of his bold and active mind.

Of the provinces which had been subject to the House of Tamerlane, the

wealthiest was Bengal. No part of India possessed such natural advan-

tages, both for agriculture and for commerce. The Ganges, rushing through

a hundred channels to the sea, hxs formed a vast plain of rich mould which,

even under the tropical sky, rivals the verdure of an English April. The
rice fields yield an increase such as is elsewhere unknown.* Spices, sugar,

vegetable oils, are produced with marvellous exuberance. The rivers afford

an inexhaustible supply of fish. The desolate islands along the sea-coast,

overgrown by noxious vegetation, and swarming with deer and tigers, supply

the cultivated districts with abundance of salt. The great stream which
fertilises the soil is, at the same time, the chief highway of Eastern com-
merce. On its banks, and on those of its tributar)- waters, are the wealthiest

marts, the most splendid capitals, and the most sacred shrines of India.

The tjTanny of man had for ages struggled in vain against the overflowing

bounty of nature. In spile of the Mussulman despot, and of the Mahratta
freebooter, Bengal was known through the East as the garden of Eden, as

the rich kingdom. Its population multiplied exceedingly. Distant provinces

were nourished from the overflowing of its granaries ; and the noble ladies

of London and Paris were clothed in the delicate produce of its looms. The
race by whom this rich tract was peopled, enervated by a soft climate and
accustomed to peaceful avocations, bore the same relation to other Asiatics

which the A.siatics generally bear to the bold and energetic children of Europe.

The Castilians have a proverb that in Valencia the earth is water and the

men women ; and the description is at least equally applicable to the vast

plain of the Lower Ganges. Whatever the Bengalee does he docs languidly.

His favourite pursuits are sedentary. He shrinks from bodily exertion ;

and, though voluble in dispute, and singularly pertinacious in the \Var of

chicane, he .seldom engages in a personal conflict, and scarcely ever enlists

as a soldier. We doubt whether there be a hundred genuine Bengalees in

the whole army of the Ea.«t India Company. There never, perhap.s, existed

a people so thoroughly fitted by nature and by habit for a foreign yoke.

The great commercial companies of Europe had long possessed factories

in Bengal. The French were settled, as they still are, at Chandemagore (jn

the Hoogley. Higher up the stream the Dutch traders held Chinsurah.

Nearer to the sea, the English had built Fort W'illiam. A church and ample
warehouses rose in the vicinity. A row of spacious houses, l>elonging to the

chief factors of the East India Company, lined the banks of the river ; ami

in the neighbourhood had spning up a large and busy native town, where
some Hindoo merchants of great opulence had fixed their abode. But the

tract now covered by the palaces of Chowringhee contained only a few

miserable huts thatched with straw. A jungle, abandoned to waterfowl

and allisatoTTi, covered the site of the present Citadel, and the Course, which
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is now daily crowded at sunset with the gayest equipages of Calcutta. For
the ground on which the settlement stood, the English, like other great
landholders, paid rent to the government ; and they were, like other great
landholders, permitted to exercise a certain jurisdiction within their domain.
The great province of Bengal, together with Orissa and Bahar, had long

been governed by a viceroy, whom the English called Aliverdy Khan, and
who, like the other viceroys of the Mogul, had become virtually independent.
He died in _iys6 , and the sovereignty descended to his grandson, a youth
under twenty years of age, who bore the name of S»ir-ajaii,2s^4J^l^- Oriental

despots are perhaps the worst class of human beings ; and this unhappy boy
jwas one of the worst specimens of his class. His understanding was natur-

/ally feeble, and his temper naturally unamiable. His education had been
such as would have enervated even a vigorous intellect and perverted even

/ a generous disposition. He was unreasonable, because nobody ever dared
/ to reason with him, and selfish, because he had never been made to feel

' himself dependent on the good-will of others. Early debauchery had un-
nerved his body and his mind. He indulged immoderately in the use of

ardent spirits, which inflamed his weak lirain almost to madness. His chosen
companions were flatterers, sprung from the dregs of the people, and recom-
mended by nothing but buffoonery and servility. It is said that he had
arrived at that last stage of human depravity, when cruelty becomes pleas-

ing for its own sake, when the sight of pain, as pain, where no advantage
is to be gained, no offence punished, no danger averted, is an agreeable
excitement. It had early been his amusement to torture beasts and birds

;

and, when he grew up, he enjoyed with still keener relish the misery of his

fellow-creatures.

From a child Surajah Dowlah had hated the English. It was his whim
to do so ; and his whims Were never opposed. He had also fonned a very
exaggerated notion of the wealth which might be obtained by plundering
them ; and his feeble and uncultivated mind was incapable of perceiving

that the riches of Calcutta, had they been even greater than he imagined,
would not compensate him for what he must lose, if the European trade, of

which Bengal was a chief seat, should be driven by his violence to some
\other quarter. Pretexts for a quarrel were readily found. The English, in

jexpectation of a war with France, had begun to fortify their settlement

'without special permission from the Nabob. A rich native, whom he

I

longed to plunder, had taken refuge at Calcutta, and had not been delivered

I

up. On such grounds as these Surajah Dowlah marched with a great army
i against Fort William.

The servants of the Company at Madras had been forced by Dupleix to

become statesmen and soldiers. Those in Bengal were still mere traders,

and were terrified and bewildered by the approaching danger. The governor,

I
who had heard much of Surajah Dowlah's cnielty, was frightened out of his

/ wits, jumped into a boat, and took refuge in the nearest ship. The military

commandant thought that he could not do better than follow so good an
jexample. The fort was taken after a feeble resistance ; and great numbers
jof the English fell into the hands of the conquerors. The Nabob seated

himself with regal pomp in the principal hall of the factory, and ordered Mr
Holwell, the first in rank among the prisoners, to be brought before him.
His Highness abused the insolence of the English, and grumbled at the

smallness of the treasure which he had found ; but promised to spare their

lives, and retired to rest.

Then was committed that great crime, memorable for its singular atrocity,

. memorable for the tremendous retribution by which it was followed. The
/ English captives were left to the mercy of the guards, and the guards deter-

/ mined to secure them for the night in the prison of the garrison, a chamber

i
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know-n by the fearful name of the Black Hole. Even for a single European /

malefactor, that dungeon would, in such a climate, have been too close and '

narrow. The space was only twenty feet square. The air-holes were smalli

and obstructed. It was the summer solstice, the season when the fiercel

heat of Bengal can scarcely be rendered tolerable to nutives of England byj

lofty halls and by the constant waving of fans. The number of the prLsonersI

was one hundred and forty-six. When they were ordered to enter the cell, •

they imagined that the soldiers were joking ; and, being in high spirits on

account of the promise of the Nabob to spare their lives, they lauglied and

jested at the absurdity of the notion. They soon discovered their mistake.

They expostulated ; they entreated ; but in vain. The guards threatened

to cut down all who hesitated. The captives were driven into the cell at the 1

point of the sword, and the door was instantly shut and locked upon them, j

Nothing in history or fiction, not even the story which Ugolino told in the

sea of everlasting ice, after he had wiped his bloody lips on the scalp of his

murderer, approaches the horrors which were recounted by the few sur-

vivors of that night. They cned for mercy. They strove to burst the door. I

Holwell who, even in that extremity, retained some presence of mind,'

offered large bribes to the gaolers. But the answer was that nothing could

be done without the Nabob's orders, that the Nabob was asleep, and that

he would be angry if anybody woke him. Then the prisoners went mad
with despair. They trampled each other down, fought for the places at the

windows, fought for the pittance of water with which the cruel mercy of the

murderers mocked their agonies, raved, prayed, blasphemed, implored the

guards to fire among them. The gaolers in the mean time held lights to

the bars, and shouted with laughter at the frantic struggles of their victims.

At length the tumult died away in low gaspings and inoanings. The day

broke. The Nabob had slept off his debauch, and permitted the door to

be opened. But it was some time before the soldiers could make a lane for

the survivors, by piling up on each side the heaps of corpses on which the

burning climate had already begun to do its loathsome work. When at

length a passage was made, twenty-lliree ghastly figures, such as their own ?

mothers would not have known, staggered one by one out of the charnel-

house. A pit wxs instantly dug. The dead bodies, a hundred and twenty-

three in number, were flung into it promiscuously, and covered up.

But these things which, after the lapse of more than eighty years, cannot

be told or read without horror, awakened neither remorse nor pity in the

bosom of the savage Nabob. He inflicted no punishment on the murderers.

He showed no tenderness to the survivors. Some of them, indeed, from

whom nothing was to be got, were suffered to depart ; but those from

whom it was thought that any thing could be extorted were treated with

execrable cruelty. Holwell, unable to walk, was carried before the tyrant,

who reproached him, threatened him, and sent him up the country in irons,

together with some other gentlemen who were suspected of knowing more
than they chose to tell about the treasures of the Company. These persons,

still hx>wed down by the sufferings of that great agony, were lodged in

miserable sheds, and fed only with grain and water, till at length the inter-

cessions of the female relations of the Nabob procured their release. One
Englishwoman had survived tliat night. She was placed in the haram of

the Prince at Moorsliedabad.

Surajah Dowlah, in tlie inean time, sent letters to his nominal sovereign
j

at Delhi, describing the late conquest in the most pompous language. He
j

placed a garrison in Fort William, forbade any Englishman to dwell in the
(

neighbourhood, and directed that, in memory of his great actions, Calcutta

should thenceforward be called Alinagore, that is to say, the Port of God.
In .\ugust the news of the fall of CalcutU reached Madras, and excited

\
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the fiercest and bitterest resentment. The cry of the whole settlement was
for vengeance. Within forty-eight hours after the arrival of the intelligence

It was determined that an expedition should be sent to the Hoogley, and
that Clive should be at the head of the land forces. The naval armament
was under the command of Admiral Watson. Nine hundred English
infantry, fine troops and full of spirit, and fifteen hundred sepoys, composed
the army which sailed to punish a Prince who had more subjects than Louis

f
the Fifteenth or the Empress Maria Theresa. In October the expedition

j'
sailed ; but it had to make its way against adverse winds, and did not reach

1 Bengal till December.
/ The Nabob was revelling in fancied security at Moorshedabad. He was
so profoundly ignorant of the state of foreign countries that he often used to

say that there were not ten thousand men in all Europe ; and it had never
' occurred to him as possible, that the English M'ould dare to invade his

<lominions. ]]ut, though undisturbed by any fear of their military power,
he began to miss them greatly. His revenues fell off; and his ministers

succeeded in making him understand that a ruler may sometimes find it

more profitable to protect traders in the open enjoyment of their gains than
lo put them to the torture for the purpose of discovering hidden chests of

gold and jewels. He was already disposed to pemiit the Company to

resume its mercantile operations in his countiy, when he received the news
that an English armament was in the Hoogley. He instantly ordered all his

troops to assemble at Moorshedabad, and marched towards Calcutta.

I

Clive had commenced operations with his usual vigour. He took Budge-
/ budge, routed the garrison of Fort William, recovered Calcutta, stormed

/ and sacked Hoogley. The Nabob, already disposed to make some con-

cessions to the English, was confirmed in his pacific disposition by these

proofs of their power and spirit. He accordingly made overtures to the

j
chiefs of the invading armament, and offered to restore the factory, and to

I
give compensation to those whom he had despoiled.

Clive's profession was war ; and he felt that there was something dis-

creditable in an accommodation with Surajah Dowlah. But his power was
limited. A committee, chiefly composed of servants of the Company who
had fled from Calcutta, had the principal direction of affairs ; and these

persons were eager to be restored to their posts and compensated for their

losses. The government of Madras, apprised that war had commenced in

]'"-urope, and apprehensive of an attack from the French, became impatient

ft^r the return of the armament. The promises of the Nabob were large,

the chances of a contest doubtful ; and Clive consented to treat, though he
expressed his regret that things should not be concluded in so glorious a

manner as he could have wished.

With this negotiation commences a new chapter in the life of Clive.

Hitherto he had been merely a soldier, carrying into effect, with eminent
ability and valour, the plans of others. Henceforth he is to be chiefly,

regarded as a statesman ; and his military movements are to be considered

as subordinate to his political designs. That in his new capacity he dis-

played great talents, and obtained great success, is unquestionable. But it

is also unquestionable, that the transactions in which he now began to take

a part have left a stain on his moral character.

We can by no means agree with Sir John Malcolm, who is obstinately

resolved to see nothing but honour and integrity in the conduct of his hero.

But we can as little agree with Mr Mill, who has gone so far as to say that

Clive was a man "to whom deception, when it suited his purpose, never

cost a pang." Clive seems to us to have been constitutionally the very

opposite of a knave, bold even to temerity, sincere even to indiscretion,

hearty in friendship, open in enmity. Neither in his private life, nor in
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those parts of his pubhc life in which he had to do with his countrj'nien,

do we find any signs of a propensity to cunning. On the contrary, in all

the disputes in which he was engaged as an Englishman against English-

men, from liis boxing-matches at school to those stormy altercations at the

India House and in Parliament amidst which his later years were passed,

his very faults were tho>e of a high and magnanimous spirit. The truth I

seems to have been that he considered Oriental politics xs a game in which I

nothing was unfair. lie knew that the standard of moraluy among tlie
|

natives of India differed widely from that established in England, lie I

knew that he had to deal with men destitute of what in Europe is called

ht-iiour, with men who would give any promise without hesitation, and
break any promise without shame, with men who would unscnipulously

eni]>loy corruption, perjury, forger)', to compass their ends. His letters

show that the great difference between Asiatic and European morality was
constantly in his thoughts. He seems to have imagined, most erroneously

in our opinion, that he could effect nothing against such adversaries, if he
was content to be bound by ties from which they were free, if he went on
telling truth, and hearing none, if he fulfilled, to his own hurt, all his

engagements with confederates who never kept an engagement that was not

to their advantage. Accordingly this man, in the other parts of his life an '

honourable English gentlemaji and a soldier, was no sooner matched against

an Indian intriguer, than he became himself an Indian intriguer, and de-

scended, without scruple, to falsehood, to hypocritical caresses, to the sub.sti-

tution of documents, and to the counterfeiting of hands.

The negotiations between the English and the Nabob were carried on^.

chiefly by two agents, Mr Watts, a servant of the Company, and a Bengalee

of the name of Omichund. This Omichund had been one of the wealthiest

native merchants resident at Calcutta, and had sustained great losses in con-

sequence of the Nabob's expedition a^inst that place. In the course of his

commercial transactions, he had ssjmjnuch of the English, and was pecu-

liarly qualified to serve as a mediunUif communication between them and a

native court. He possessed great influence with his own race, and had in

large measure the Hindoo talents, quick observation, tact, dexterity, perse-

verance, and the Hindoo vices, servility, greedmess, and treachery.

The Nabob behaved with all the faithlessness of an Indian statesman, and
1

with all the levity of a boy whose mind had been enfeebled by power and

self-indulgence. He promised, retracted, hesitated, evaded. At one time

he advanced with his army in a threatening manner towards Calcutta ; but

when he saw the resolute front which the English presented, he fell back in

alarm, and consented to make peace with them on their own terms. Thei
treaty was no sooner concluded than he formed new designs against them. \

He intrigued with the French authorities at Chandernagore. He invited
1

Bussy to march from the Deccan to the Hoogley, and to drive the English

out of Bengal. All this was well known to Clive and Watson. They de- \

termined accordingly to strike a decisive blow, and to attack Chandernagore, 1

before the force there could be strengthened by new arrivals, either from the

south of India or from Europe. Watson directed the expedition by water,

Clive by land. The success of the combined movements was rapid and com-
plete. The fort, the garrison, the artillery, the military stores, all fell into

the hands of the English. Near five hundred European troops were among
the prisoners.

The Nabob 1^^ feared and hated the English, even while he was still

able to oppose to them their French rivals. Tlie French were now van- 1

quished ; and he began to regard the English with still greater fear and still

greater hatred. His weak and unprincipled mind oscillated l>etween ser- I

vility and insolence. One day he seut a large sum to Calcutta, as part of
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the compensation due for the wrongs which he had committed. The next
day he sent a present of jewels to Bussy, exhorting that distinguished officer

to hasten to protect Bengal "against Clive, the daring in war, on whom,"
says his Highness, " may all bad fortune attend." He ordered his army to

march against the English. He countermanded his orders. He tore Clive 's

letters. He then sent answers in the most florid language of compliment.
He ordered Watts out of his presence, and threatened to impale him. He
again sent for Watts, and begged pardon for the insult. In the mean time,

his wretched maladministration, his folly, his dissolute manners, and his

love of the lowest company, had disgusted all classes of his subjects, soldiers,

traders, civil functionaries, the proud and ostentatious Mahommedans, the

timid, supple, and parsimonious Hindoos. A formidable confederacy was
formed against him, in which were included Roydullub, the minister of

finance, Meer Jaffier, the principal commander of the troops, and Jugget
Seit, the richest banker in India. The plot was coafided to the English
agents, and a communication was opened between the malcontents at Moor-
shedabad and the committee at Calcutta.

In the committee there was much hesitation ; but Clive's voice was given
in favour of the conspirators, and his vigour and firmness bore do^^'n all

I

opposition. It was deteiTnined that the English should lend their powerful
assistancQ to depose Suiajah Dowlah, and to place Meer Jaffier on the throne

of Bengal. In return, Meer Jaffier promised ample compensation to the
" Company and its servants, and a liberal donative to the anny, the navy, and

I the committee. The odious vices of Surajah Dowlah, the wrongs which the

^English' had suffered at his hands, the dangers to which our trade must have
been exposed had he continued to reign, appear to us fully to justify the

.resolution of deposing him. But nothing can justify the dissimulation which
Clive stooped to practise. He wrote to Surajah Dowlah in terms so affec-

tionate that they for a time lulled that weak prince into perfect security,

t'he same courier who carried this "soothing letter," as Clive calls it, to

the Nabob, carried to Mr Watts a letter in the following terms: "Tell
Meer Jaffier to fear nothing. I will join him with five thousand men who
never turned their backs. Assure him I will march night and day to his

assistance, and stand by him as long as I have a man left."

It was impossible that a plot which had so many ramifications should long

I

remain entirely concealed. Enough reached the ears of the Nabob to arouse

his suspicions. But he was soon quieted by the fictions and artifices which
the inventive genius of Omichund produced with miraculous readiness. All

was going well ; the plot was nearly ripe ; when Clive learned that Omi-
chund was likely to play false. The artful Bengalee had been promised a

liberal compensation for all that he had lost at Calcutta. But this would
not satisfy him. His ser\'ices had been gi^eat. He held the thread of the

whole intrigue. By one word breathed in the ear of Surajah Dowlah, he

could undo all that he had done. The lives of Watts, of Meer Jaffier, of

all the conspirators, were at his mercy ; and he determined to take advan-

tage of his situation and to make his own terms. He demanded three hun-

dred thousand pounds sterling as the price of his secrecy and of his assist-

ance. The committee, incensed by the treachery and appalled by the danger,

knew not what course to take. But Clive was more than Omichund's match
in Omichund's own arts. The man, he said, was a villain. Any artifice

which would defeat .such knavery was justifiable. The -best course would
be to promise what was asked. Omichund would .soon b^ at their mercy

;

and then they might punish him by withholding from him, not only the

bribe which he now demanded, but also the compensation which all the

other suff'erers of Calcutta \rere to receive.

His advice was taken. But how was the wary and sagacious Hindoo to

be deceived ? He had demanded that an article touching his claims should
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be inserted in the treaty Ivtwocn Meer Jafficr and the Enghsh, and he would
not be satisfietl unless he saw it with his own eyes. Clive hail an expedient

ready. Two treaties were drawn up, one on white paper, the other on red,

the former real, the latter fictitious. In the fonner (Jmichund's name was
not mentioned ; the latter, which was to be shown to him, contained a

stipulation in his favour.

But another difficulty arose. Admiral Watson had scruples about sign- (

ing the red treaty. Ouiichund's vigilance and acuteness were such that llie

atwence of so important a name would probably awaken his suspicions. But
Clive was not a man to do any thing by halves. We almost blu.sh to write /

it. He forged Admiral Watson's name. I

All was now ready for action. Mr Watts fled secretly from Moorsheda-
j

bad. Clive put his troops in motion, and wrote to the Nabob in a tone very

different from that of his previous letters. He set forth all the wrongs which
the British had suffered, otTered to submit the points in dispute to the arbi-

tration of Meer Jaffier, and concluded by announcing that, as the rains were
about to set in, he and his men would do themselves the honour of waiting

on his Highness for an an^^wer.

Surajah Dowlah instantly assembled his whole force, and marched to /

encounter the English. It had been agreed that Meer Jaffier should sepa-
j

rate himself from the Nabob, and carr)- over his division to <."live. But, as

the decisive moment approached, the fears of the conspirator overpowered
his ambition. Clive had advanced to Cossimbuzar ; the Nabob lay with a
mighty power a few miles off at Plassey ; and still Meer Jaffier delayed to

fulfil his engagements, and returned evasive answers to the earnest remon-
strances of the English general.

Clive was in a painfully an.xious situation. He could place no confidence I

in the sincerity or in the courage of his confederate : and, whatever confi- I

dence he might place in his own militajj' talents, and in the valour and dis- /

cipline of his troops, it was no light tB&g to engage an army twenty times
)

as numerous as his o^^'n. Before hiiaAy a river over which it was easy to
J

advance, but over which, if things went ill, not one of his little band would
ever return. On this occasion, for the first and for the last time, his daunt- 1

less spirit, during a few hours, shrank from the fearful responsibility of making /

a decision. He called a council of war. The majority pronounced against
j

fighting ; and Clive declared his concurrence with the majority. Long/
afterA-ards, he said that he had never called but one council of war, and that,

if he had taken the advice of that council, the Briti>h would never have
been masters of Bengal. But scarcely had the meeting broken up when he (

was himself again. He retired alone under the shade of some trees, and
j

jJassed near an hour there in thought. He came back determined to put 1

ever)' thing to the hazard, and gave orders that all shoidd be in readiness for I

pas-ling the river on the morrow.
The river was passed ; and at the close of a toilsome day's march, the

army, long after sunset, took up its quarters in a grove of mango-trees near 1

Plassey, within a mile of the enemy. Clive was unable to sleep ; he heard,

through the whole night, the sound of drums and cymbals from the vast

camp of the Nabob. It is not strange that even his stout heart should now
and then have sunk, when he reflected against what odds, and for what a
prize, he was in a few hours to contend.

Nor was the rest of Surajah Dowlah more peaceful. His mind, at once
weak and stormy,* was distracted by wild and horrible apprehensions.

Appalle<i by the greatness and nearness of the crisis, distrusting his captains,

dreading every one who approached him, dreading to be left alone, he .sat

gloomily in his tent, haunted, a Greek poet would have said, by the furies

of those who had cursed him with their last breath in the Black Hole.
The day broke, the day which was to decide the fate of India. At sun-\
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I
rise the army of the Nabob, pouring through many openings from the camp,

I began to move towards the grove where the English lay. Forty thousand
: infantry, armed with firelocks, pikes, swords, bows and arrows, covered the

plain. They were accompanied by fifty pieces of ordnance of the largest

size, each tugged by a long team of white oxen, and each pushed on from
behind by an elepliant. Some smaller guns, under the direction of a few
French auxiliaries, were perhaps more formidable. The cavalry were fifteen

thousand, drawn, not from the effeminate population of Bengal, but from
the bolder race which inhabits the northern provinces ; and the practised

eye of Clive could perceive that both the men and the horses were more
powerful than those of the Carnatic. The force which he had to oppose to

this great multitude consisted of only three thousand men. But of these

nearly a thousand were English ; and all were led by English officers, and
trained in the English discipline. Conspicuous in the ranks of the little

army were the men of the Thirty-Ninth Regiment, which still bears on its

colours, amidst many honourable additions won under Wellington in Spain
and Gascony, the name of Plassey, and the proud motto. Primus in Indis.

The battle commenced with a cannonade in which the artillery of the Nabob
did scarcely any execution, while the few field-pieces of the English pro-

duced great effect. Several of the most distinguished officers in Surajah
Dowlah's service fell. Disorder began to spread through his ranks. His
own terror increased every moment. One of the conspirators urged on him
the expediency of retreating. The insidious advice, agreeing as it did with
what his own terrors suggested, was readily received. He ordered his army
to fall back, and this order decided his fate. Clive snatched the moment,
and ordered his troops to advance. The confused and dispirited multitude
gave way before the onset of disciplined valour. No mob attacked by re-

gular soldiers was ever more completely routed. The little band of French-
men, who alone ventured to confront the English, were swept down the

stream of fugitives. In an hour the forces of Surajah Dowlah were dis-

persed, never to reassemble. Only five hundred of the vanquished were
slain. But their camp, their guns, their baggage, innumerable waggons,
innumerable cattle, remained in the power of the conquerors. With the

loss of twenty-two soldiers killed and fifty wounded, Clive had scattered an
army of nearly sixty thousand men, and subdued an empire larger and more
populous than Great Britain.

Meer Jaffier had given no assistance to the English during the action.

But as soon as he saw that the fate of the day was decided, he drew off his

division of the army, and, when the battle was over, sent his congratula-

tions to his ally. The next morning he repaired to the English quarters,

not a little uneasy as to the reception which awaited him there. He gave
evident signs of alarm when a guard was drawn out to receive him with the

honours due to his rank. But his apprehensions were speedily removed.
Clive came forward to meet him, embraced him, saluted him as Nabob of

the three great provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, listened graciously

to his apologies, and advised him to march without delay to Moorshedabad.
Surajah Dowlah had fled from the field of battle with all the speed with

which a fleet camel could carry him, and arrived at Moorshedabad in little

more than twenty-four hours. There he called his councillors round him.

The wisest advised him to put himself into the hands of the English, from
whom he had nothing worse to fear than deposition and confinement. But
he attributed this suggestion to treachery. Others urged him to try the

chance of war again. He approved the advice, and issued orders accord-

ingly. But he wanted spirit to adhere even during one day to a manly re-

solution. He learned that Meer Jaffier had arrived ; and his terrors became
insupportable. Disguised in a mean dress, with a casket of jewels in his
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hand, he let himself down at night from a window of his palace, and, accnn\-

panied by only two attendants, embarked on the river for I'alna.

In a few ilays Clive arrived at Moorshedabad, escorteil by two Inindred

Kntjlish soldiers antl three hundred sepoys. For his residence had been

as^j^ned a palace, which was surrounded by a ganicn so s])acious tliat all

the troops who accompanied him could conveniently encamp within it.

The ceremony of the installation of Meer Jafiier was instantly performed. ]

Clive led the new Nabob to the seat of honour, placed him on it, presented

to him, after the immemorial fashion of the East, an offerinjj of gold, and
then, turning to the natives who filled the hall, congratulated them on the

good fortune which had freed them from a tyrant. He was compelled on
this occasion to use the services of an interpreter ; for it is remarkable that,

long as he resided in India, intimately actjuainted as he was with Imlian

politics and with the Indian character, and adored as he was by his Indian

soldiery, he never learned to express himself with facility in any Indian lan-

guage. He is said indeed to have been sometimes under the necessity of

employing, in his intercourse with natives of India, the smattering of Por-

tuguese which he had acquired, when a lad in Brazil.

The new sovereign was now called upon to fulfil the engagements into

which he had entered with his allies. A conference was held at the house

of Jugget Seit, the great banker, for the purpose of making the necessary

airangements. Omichund came thither, fully believing himself to stand high

in the favour of Clive, who, with dissimulation surpassing even the dissimu-

lation of Bengal, had up to that day treated him with undiminished kindness.

The white treaty was produced and read. Clive then turned to Mr .Scrafton,

one of the servants of the Company, and said in English, " It is now lime

to undeceive Omichund." " Omichund," said Mr Scrafton in Hindostanee,
" the red treaty is a trick. You are to have nothing." Omichund fell back
insensible into the arms of his attendants. He revived ; but his mind was
irreparably mined. Clive, who, though little troubled by scruples of con-

science in his dealings with Indian politicians, was not inhuman, seems to

have been touched. He saw Omichund a few days later, spoke to him
kindly, advised him to make a pilgrimage to one of the great temples of

India, in the hope that change of scene might restore his health, and was
even disposed, notwithstanding all that had passed, again to emjjloy his

talents in the public service. But, from the moment of that sudden shock,

the unhappy man sank gradually into idiocy. He, who had formerly lieen

distinguished by the strength of his understanding and the simplicity of his

habits, now squandereii the remains of his fortune on childish trinkets, and
loved to exhibit himself dressed in rich garments, and hung with precious

stones. In this abject state he languished a few months, and then died.

We should not think it necessary to offer any remarks for the jnirpose of

directing the judgment of our readers with respect to this transaction, had
not Sir John Malcolm undertaken to defend it in all its parts. He regrets,

indeed, that it was necessary to employ means so liable to abuse as forgery;

but he will not admit that any blame attaches to those who deceived the

deceiver. He thinks that the English were not bound to keep faith with

one who kept no faith with them, and that, if they had fulfilled their en-

gagements with the wily Bengalee, so signal an example of successful treason

would have produced a crowd of imitators. Now, we will not discuss this

point on any rigid principles of morality. Indeed, it is quite unnecessary to do
so ; for, looking at the question as a questiSn of expediency in the lowest

sense of the word, and using no arguments but such as Machiavelli mighl
have employed in his conferences with Borgia, we are convinced that Clive
was altogether in the wrong, and that he committed, not merely a crime,
bui a blunder. That honesty is the best policv is a majtim which we firmly
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believe to be generally correct, even with respect to the temporal interests

of individuals ; but, with respect to societies, the rule is subject to still fewer
exceptions, and that, for this reason, that the life of societies is longer than
the life of individuals. It is possible to mention men who have owed great
worldly prosperity to breaches of private faith. But we doubt whethej- it

be possible to mention a state which has on the whole been a gainer by a
breach of public faith. The entire history of British India is an illustration

of the great truth, that it is not prudent to oppose perfidy to perfidy, and
that the most efficient weapon with which men can encounter falseiiood is

truth. During a long course of years, the English rulers of India, surrounded
by allies and enemies whom no engagement could bind, have generally acted
with sincerity and uprightness ; and the event has proved that sincerity and
uprightness are wisdom. English valour and English intelligence have done
less to extend and to preserve our Oriental empire than English veracity. All

that we could have gained by imitating the doublings, the evasions, the fictions,

the perjuries which have been employed against us, is as nothing, when com-
pared with what we have gained by being the one power in India on whose
word reliance can be placed. No oath which superstition can devise, no hos-

tage however precious, inspires a hundredth part of the confidence which is

produced by the "yea, yea," and "nay, nay, "of a British envoy. No fastness,

however strong by art or nature, gives to its inmates a security like that en-

joyed by the chief who, passing through the territories of powerful and deadly
enemies, is armed with the British guarantee. The mightiest princes of the

East can scarcely, by the offer of enormous usury, draw forth any portion of

the wealth which is concealed under the hearths of their subjects. The
British Government offers little more than four per cent. ; and avarice hastens

to bring forth tens of millions of rupees from its most secret repositories. A
hostile monarch may promise mountains of gold to our sepoys, on condition

that they will desert the standard of the Company. The Company promises
only a moderate pension after a long service. But every sepoy knows that

the promise of the Company will be kept : he knows that if he lives a hun-
dred years his rice and salt are as secure as the salary of the Governor-
General : and he knows that there is not another state in India which would
not, in spite of the most solemn vows, leave him to die of hunger in a ditch

as soon as he had ceased to be useful. The greatest advantage which a
government can possess is to be the one trustworthy government in the m.idst

of governments which nobody can trust. This advantage we enjoy in Asia.

Had we acted during the last two generations on the principles which Sir

John Malcolm appears to have considered as sound, had we, as often as we
had to deal with people like (^michund, retaliated by lying, and forging, and
breaking faith, after their fashion, it is our firm belief that no courage or

capacity could have upheld our empire.

Sir John Malcolm admits that Clive's breach of faith could be justified

only by the strongest necessity. As we think that breach of faith not only

unnecessary, but most inexpedient, we need hardly .say that we altogether

condemn it.

I Omichund was not the only victim of the revolution. Surajah Dowlah
(was taken a few days after his flight, and was brought before Meer Jaftier.

There he flung himselfon the ground in convulsions of fear, and with tears and
loud cries implored the mercy which he had never shown. Meer Jaftier hesi-

tated ; but his son Meeran, a youth of seventeen, who in feebleness of brain

and savageness of nature greatly resembled the wretched captive, was implac-

able. Surajah Dowlah was led into a secret chamber, to which in a sliort

time the ministers of death were sent. In this act the English bore no part

;

and Meer Jaffier understood so much of their feelings, that he thought it

necessary to apologise to them for having avenged them on their most

malignant enemy.



LORD CLIVE. 527

The shower of weahh now fell copiously on the Company and its scr-
j

vants. A sum of eight hundred thousaml pounds sterling, in coined silver,
i

was sent down the river from Moorshedabad to Fort William. The fleet

which conveyed this treasure consisted of more than a hundred boats, and

performetl its triumphal voyage with flags flying and music playing. Cal-j

cutta, which a few months before had been desolate, was now more pros-)

jierous than ever. Trade revived ; and the signs of afihience appeared in|

every English house. As to Clive, there was no limit to his acquisitions

but his own moderation. The treasury of Bengal was thrown open to him.

lliere were piled up, after the usage of Indian princes, immense masses of

coin, among which might not seldom be detected the florins and byzants

with which, before any European ship had turned the Cape of Good Hope,
the Venetians purchased the stuffs and spices of the East. Clive walked

between heaps of gold and silver, crowned with rubies and diamonds, and
was at liberty to help himself. He accepted between two and tliree hundred
thousand pounds.

The pecuniary transactions between^ Meer Jaflier and Clive were sixteen

years later condemned by the public voice, and severely criticised in Par-

liament. They are vehemently defended by Sir John Malcolm. The
accusers of the victorious general represented his gains as the wages of cor-

ruption, or as plunder extorted at the point of the sword from a helpless

ally. The biographer, on the other hand, considers these great acquisitions

as free gifts, honourable alike to the donor and to the receiver, and compares
them to the rewards bestowed by foreign powers on Marlborough, on Nel-

son, and on Wellington. It had always, he says, been customary in the

East to give and receive presents ; and there was, as yet, no Act of Parlia-

ment positively prohibiting English functionaries in India from profiting by

this Asiatic usage. This reasoning, we own, does not quite satisfy us. Wei
do not suspect Clive of selling the interests of his employers or his country

;

but we cannot acquit him of having done what, if not in itself evil, was yet
;

of evil example. Nothing is more clear than that a general ought to be the

servant of his own government, and of no other. It follows that what-

ever rewards he receives for his services ought to be given either by his

own government, or with the full knowledge and approbation of his

own government. This rule ought to be strictly maintained even with

respect to the merest bauble, with respect to a cross, a medal, or a yard of

coloured riband. But how can any government be well served, if those who
command its forces are at liberty, without its permission, without its privity, .

to accept princely fortunes from its allies? It is idle to say that there was!
then no Act of Parliament prohibiting the practice of taking presents from/
Asiatic sovereigns. It is not on the Act which was passed at a later period'

for the purpose of preventing any such taking of presents, but on grounds
which were valid before that Act was passed, on grounds of common law
and common sense, that we arraign the conduct of Clive. There is no Act
that we know of, prohibiting the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs from
being in the pay of continental powers. But it is not the less true that a
Secretary who should receive a secret pension from France would grossly

violate his duty, and would deserve severe punishment. Sir John Malcolm
compares the conduct of Clive with that of the Duke of Wellington. Sup-
pose—and we beg pardon for putting such a supposition even for the sake

of argument—that the Duke of Wellington had, after the campaign of 1815,

and while he commanded the army of occupation in France, privately ac-

cepted two hundred thousand pounds from Louis the Eighteenth, as a mark
of gratitude for the great services which his Grace had rendered to the House
of Bourbon ; what would be thought of such a transaction ? Yet the statute-

book no more forbids the taking of presents in Europe now than it forbade

the takinc of presents in A.sia then.
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At the same time, it must be admitted that, in Clive's case, there were
many extenuating circumstances. He considered himself as the general, not
of the Crown, but of the Company. The Company had, by implication at

least, authorised its agents to enrich themselves by means of the liberality

of the native princes, and by other means still more objectionable. It was
hardly to be expected that the servant should entertain stricter notions of

his duty than were entertained by his masters. Though Clive did not dis-

tinctly acquaint his employers with what had taken place, and request their

sanction, he did not, on the other hand, by studied concealment, show that

he was conscious of" having done wrong. On the contrary, he avowed with
the greatest openness that the Nabob's bounty had raised him to affluence.

Lastly, though we think that he ought not in such a way to have taken any
thing, we must admit that he desei-ves praise for having taken so little. He
accepted twenty lacs of rupees. It would have cost him only a word to

make the twenty forty. It was a very easy exercise of virtue to declaim in

England against Clive's rapacity ; but not one in a hundred of his accusers

\would have shown so much self-command in the treasury of Moorshedabad.
\ Meer Jaffier could be upheld on the throne only by the hand which had
placed him on it. He was not, indeed, a mere boy ; nor had he been so

unfortunate as to be born in the purple. He was not therefore quite so

imbecile or quite so depraved as his predecessor had been. But he had
none of the talents or virtues which his post required ; and his son and
heir, Meeran, was another Surajah Dovvlah. The recent revolution had
unsettled the minds of men. Many chiefs were in open insurrection against

the new Nabob. The viceroy of the rich and powerful province of Oude,
who, like the other viceroys of the Mogul, was now in truth an independent

sovereign, menaced Bengal with invasion. Nothing but the talents and

authority of Clive could support the tottering government. While things

were in this state a ship arrived with despatches which had been written at

tlie India House before the news of the battle of Plassey had reached Lon-
don. The Directors had determined to place the English settlements in

Bengal under a government constituted in the most cumbrous and absurd

manner ; and, to make the matter worse, no place in the arrangement was
assigned to Clive. The persons who were selected to form this new govern-

ment, greatly to their honour, took on themselves the responsibility of dis-

obeying these preposterous orders, and invited Clive to exercise the supreme
authority. He consented ; and it soon appeared that the servants of the

Company had only anticipated the wishes of their employers. The Direc-

tors, on receiving news of Clive's brilliant success, instantly appointed him
governor of their possessions in Bengal, with the highest marks of gratitude

and esteem. His power was now boundless, and far surpassed even that

which Dupleix had attained in the south of India. Meer Jaffier regarded

him with slavish awe. On one occasion, the Nabob spoke with severity to

a native chief of high rank, whose followers had been engaged in a brawl

with some of the Company's sepoys. "Are you yet to learn," he said,

"who that Colonel Clive is, and in what station God has placed him?"
The chief, who, as a famous jester and an old friend of Meer Jaffier, could

venture to take liberties, answered, " I affront the Colonel ! I, who never

get up in the morning without making three low bows to his jackass !

"

This was hardly an exaggeration. Europeans and natives were alike at

Clive's feet. The English regarded him as the only man who could force

Meer Jaffier to keep his engagements with them. Meer Jaffier regarded

him as the only man who could protect the new dynasty against turbulent

subjects and encroaching neighbours.

It is but justice to say that Clive used his power ably and vigorously for

the advantage of his country. He sent forth an expedition against the tract
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lying to the north of the Carnatic. In this tract the French still had the

ascendency ; and it was important to dislodge them. The conduct of the

enterprise was intrusted'»to an officer of the name of Forde, who was then

little known, but in whom the keen eye of the Governor had detected mili-

tary talents of a high order. The success of the expedition was rapid

and splendid.

While a considerable part of the army of Bengal was thus engaged at a

distance, a new and formidable danger menaced the western frontier. The
Great Mogid was a prisoner at Delhi in the hands of a subject. His eldest

son, named Shah Alum, destined to be, during many years, the sport of

adverse fortune, and to be a tool in the hands, first of the Mahrattas, and
then of the English, had fled from the palace of his father. His birth was
still revered in India. Some powerful princes, the Nabob of Oude in par-

ticular, were inclined to favour him. Shah Alum found it easy to draw to

his standard great numbers of the military adventurers with whom every part

of the country swarmed. An army of forty thousand men, of various races

and religions, Mahrattas, Rohillas, Jauts, and Afghans, was speedily as-

.sembltd round him ; and he formed the design of overthrowing the upstart

whom the English had elevated to a throne, and of establishing his own
authority throughout Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar.

Meer Jaffier's terror was e.xtreme ; and the only expedient which occurred

to him was to purchase, by the payment of a large sum of money, an accom-
modation with Shah Alum. This expedient had been repeatedly employed
by those who, before him, had ruled the rich and unwarlike provinces near

the mouth of the Ganges. But Clive treated the suggestion with a scorn

worthy of his strong sense and dauntless courage. " If you do this," he
wrote, " you will have the Nabob of Oude, the Mahrattas, and many more,
come from all parts of the confines of your country, who will bully you out

of money till you have none left in your treasury. I beg your excellency will

rely on the fidelity of the English, and of those troops which are attached to

you." He wrote in a similar strain to the governor of Patna, a brave native

soUlier whom he highly esteemed. " Come to no terms ; defend your city

to the last. Rest a.ssured that the English are stanch and firm friends, and
that they never desert a cause in which they have once taken a part."

He kept his word. Shah Alum had invested Patna, and was on the point

of proceeding to storm, when he learned that the Colonel was advancing by
forced marches. The whole army which was approaching consisted of only

four hundred and fifty Europeans, and two thousand five hundred sepoys.

But Clive and his Englishmen were now objects of dread over all the East.

As soon as his advanced guard appeared, the besiegers fled before him. A
few French adventurers who were about the person of the jirince advised him
to try the chance of battle ; but in vain. In a few days this great army, which
had been regarded with so much uneasiness by the Court of Moorshedabad,
melted away before the mere terror of the British name.
The conqueror returned in triumph to Fort William. The joy of Meer

Jalher was as unbounded as his fears had been, and led him to bestow on
his preserver a princely token of gratitude. The quit-rent which the East

India company were bound to pay to the Nabob for the extensive lands held

by them to the south of Calcutta amounted to near thirty thousand pounds
sterling a year. The whole of this splendid estate, sufficient to support with

, dignity the highest i-ank of the British peerage, was now conferred on
' Clive I'or life.

This present we think Clive justified in accepting. It was a present which,

from its very nature, could be no secret. In fact, the Company itself was
his tenant, and, by its acquiescence, signified its approbation of Meer
Jaffier's grant.
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1 But the gratitude of Meerjaffier did not last long. He had for some time

;

felt that the powerful ally who had set him up might pull him down, and had
been looking round for support against the formidable strength by which he
had himself been hitherto supported. He knew that it would be impossible
to find among the natives of India any force which would look the Colonel's
Uttle army in the face. The French power in Bengal was extinct. But the

fame of the Dutch had anciently been great in the Eastern seas ; and it was
not yet distinctly known in Asia how much the power of Holland had de-

clined in Europe. Secret communications passed between the court of Moor-
shedabad and the Dutch factory at Chinsurah ; and urgent letters were sent

from Chinsurah, exhorting the government of Batavia to fit out an expedition

which might balance the power of the English in Bengal. The authorities

of Batavia, eager to extend the influence of their country, and still more eager

to obtain for themselves a share of the wealth which had recently raised so

many English adventurers to "opulence, equipped a powerful armament.
Seven large ships from Java arrived unexpectedly in the Hoogley. The mili-

tary force on board amounted to fifteen hundred men, of whom about one
half were Europeans. The enterprise was well timed. Clive had sent such
large detachments to oppose the French in the Carnatic that his army was
now inferior in number to that of the Dutch. He knew that Meer Jaffier

secretly favoured the invaders. He knew that he took on himself a serious

responsibility if he attacked the forces of a friendly power ; that the English

ministers could not wish to see a war v/ith Holland added to that in which
they were already engaged with France ; that they might disavow his acts

;

that they might punish him. He had recently remitted a great part of his

fortune to Europe, through the Dutch East India Company ; and he had
therefore a strong interest in avoiding any quarrel. But he was satisfied, that

if he suffered the Batavian armament to pass up the river and to join the

garrison of Chinsurah, Meerjaffier would throw himself into the arms of these

new allies, and that the English ascendency in Bengal would be exposed to

most serious danger. He took his resolution with characteristic boldness,

and was most al^ly seconded by his ofiicers, particularly by Colonel Forde,

to whom the most important part ofthe operations was intrusted. The Dutch
attempted to force a passage. The English encountered them both by land

and water. On both elements the enemy had a great superiority of force.

On both they were signally defeated. Their ships were taken. Their troops

were put to a total rout. Almost all the European soldiers, who constituted

the main strength of the invading army, were killed or taken. The con-

querors sat down before Chinsurah ; and the chiefs of that settlement, now
thoroughly humbled, consented to the terms which Clive dictated. They
engaged to build no fortifications, and to raise no troops beyond a small

force necessary for the police of their factories ; and it was distinctly pro-

vided that any violation of these covenants should be punished with instant

expulsion from Bengal.

/ Three months after this great victory, Clive sailed for England. At home,
' honours and rewards awaited him, not indeed equal to his claims or to his

ambition, but still such as, when his age, his rank in the army, and his original

j
place in society are considered, must be pronounced rare and splendid. He

( was raised to the Irish peerage, and encouraged to expect an English title.

George the Third, who iiad just ascended the throne, received him with great

distinction. The ministers paid him marked attention ; and Pitt, whose influ- .

ence in the House of Commons and in the country was unbounded, was eager

to mark his regard for one whose exploits had contributed so much to the

lustre of that memorable period. The great orator had already in Parliament

described Clive as a heaven-born general, as a man who, bred to the labour

of the de.sk, had displayed a military genius which might excite the admira-

tion of the King of Prussia- There were then no reporter? in the gallery ;
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but these words, emphatically spoken by the first statesman of the age, had
passed from mouth to mg>iith, hail been transmitted toClivc in Benjjal, ajid

had greatly delighted and (lattered him. Indeed, since the death <»f Wolfe,

Clive wa-s the only English general of whom his countrymen had much reason

to be proud. The Duke of Cumberland had been generally unfortunate

;

and his single victory, liavin^ been gained over his countrymen, and used

with merciless severity, had been more fatal to his popularity than his many
defeats. Conway, versed in the learning of his profession, and personally

courageous, wanted vigour and capacity. Granby, honest, generous, and as

iirave as a lion, had neither science nor genius. Sackville, inferior in know-
ledge and abilities to none of his contemporaries, had incurred, unjustly as

u e believe, the imputation most fatal to the character of a soldier. It was
vnder the command o{ a foreign general that the British had triumphed at

Minden and Warburg. The people therefore, as was natural, greeted with

pride and delight a captain of their own, whose native courage and self-taught

skill had placed him on a level with tlie great tacticians of Germany.
The wealth of Clive was such as enabled him to vie with the first grandees

of England. There remains proof that he had remitted more than a hun-
dred and eighty thousand pounds through the Dutch East India Company,
and more than forty thousand pounds through the English Company. The
amount which he had sent home through private houses was also consider-

able. He had invested great sums in jewels, then a very common mode of

remittance from India. His purchases of diamonds, at Madras alone,

amounted to twenty-five thou.sand pounds. Be.sides a great mass of ready

money, he had his Indian estate, valued by himself at twenty-seven thousand

a year. His whole annual income, in the opinion of Sir John Malcolm, who
is desirous to state it as low as possible, exceeded forty thousand pounds ; ,

and incomes of forty thousand pounds at the time of the accession of George (

the Third were at least as rare as incomes of a hundred thousand pounds 1

now. We may safely affirm that no Englishman who started with nothing

has ever, in any line of life, created such a fortune at the early age of

thirty-fipur.

it would be unjust not to add that Clive made a creditable use of his

riche.s. As soon as the battle of Plassey had laid the foundation of his for-

tune, he sent ten thousand pounds to his sisters, bestowed as much more on
other poor friends and relations, ordered his agent to pay eight hundrecj i
year to his parents, and to insist that they should keep a carriage, and settled

five hundred a year on his old commander La%vrence, whose means were
very slender. The whole sum which Clive expended in this manner may
be calculated at fifty thousand pounds.

He now set himself to cultivate parliamentary interest. His purchases of

land seem to have Ixren made in a great measure with that view, and, after

the general election of 1761, he found himself in the House of Commons, at

the head of a body of dependents whose support must have been important

to any administration. In English politics, however, he did not take a pro-

minent part. His first attachments, as we have seen, were to Mr Eox ; at

a later period he was attracted by the genius and success of Mr Pitt ; but

finally he connected himself in the closest manner with George Grenville.

Early in the session of 1764, when the illegal and impolitic persecution of

that worthless demagogue Wilkes had strongly excited the public min'l, the

i)wn was amused by an anecdote, which we have seen in some unpublished

memoirs of Horace Walpole. Old Mr Richard Clive, who, since his son's

elevation, had been introduced into society for which his former habits had
not well fitted him, presented himself at the levee. The King asked him
where Lord Clive was. " He will be in town very soon," said the old

gentleman, loud enough to be heard by the whole circle, "and then your
Majesty will have another vote."
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But in truth all Clive's views were directed towards the country in which

he had so eminently distinguished himself as a soldier and a statesman ; and

it was by considerations relating to India that his conduct as a public man

in England was regulated. The power of the Company, though an anomaly,

is in our tim.e, we are fiiTnly persuaded, a beneficial anomaly. In the time

of Clive, it was not merely an anomaly, but a nuisance. There was no Board

of Control. The Directors were for the most part mere traders, ignorant of

general politics, ignorant of the pecuHarities of the empire which had strangely

become subject to them. The Court of Proprietors, wherever it chose to

interfere, was able to have its way. That court was more numerous, as

well as m.ore powerful than at present ; for then every share of five hundred

pounds conferred a vote. The meetings were large, stormy, even riotous,

the debates indecently virulent. All the turbulence of a Westminster elec-

tion, all the trickery and corruption of a Grampound election, disgraced the

proceedings of this assembly on questions of the most solemn irnportance.

Fictitious votes were manufactured on a gigantic scale. Clive himself laid

out a hundred thousand pounds in the purchase of stock, which he then

divided among nominal proprietors on whom he could depend, and whom
he brought down in his train, to every discussion and every ballot. Others

did the same, though not to quite so enormous an extent.

The interest taken by the public of England in Indian questions was then

far greater than at present, and the reason is obvious. At present a writer

enters the service young ; he climbs slowly ; he is fortunate if, at forty-fiye,

he can return to his country with an annuity of a tliousand a year, and with

savings amounting to thirty thousand pounds. A great quantity of wealth

is made by English functionaries in India ; but no single functionary makes

a very large fortune, and what is made is slowly, hardly, and honestly

earned. Only four or five high political offices are reserved for public men

from England. The residencies, the secretar>'ships, the seats in the boards

of revenue and in the Sudder courts, are all filled by men who have given

the best years of life to the service of the Company ; nor can any talents

however splendid or any connections however powerful obtain those lucra-

tive posts for any person who has not entered by the regidar door, and

mounted by the regular gradations. Seventy years ago, less money was

brought home from the East than in our time. But it was divided among

a very much smaller number of persons, and immense sums were often ac-

cumulated in a few months. Any Englishman, whatever his age might be,

might hope to be one of the lucky emigrants. If he made a good speech in

Leadenhall Street, or published a clever pamphlet in defence of the chair-

man, he might be sent out in the Company's service, and might return in

three or four years as rich as Pigot or as Clive. Thus the India House

was a lotterv office, which invited every body to take a chance, and held

out ducal fortunes as the prizes destined'for the lucky tew. As soon as it

was known that there was a part of the world where a lieutenant-colonel

had one morning received as a present an estate as large as that of the P^ari

of Bath or the Marquis of Rockingham, and where it seemed that such a

trifle as ten or twenty thousand pounds was to be had by any British func-

tionary for the asking, society began to exhibit all the symptoms of the

South Sea year, a feverish excitement, an ungovernable impatience to be

rich, a contempt for slow, sure, and moderate gains.

At the head of the preponderating party in the India House, had long

stood a powerful, able, and ambitious director of the name of Sulivan. He
had conceived a strong jealousy of Clive, and remembered with bitterness

the audacity with which the late governor of Bengal had repeatedly set at

nought the authority of the distant Directors of the Company. An apparent

r/iconciliation took place after Clive's arrival ; but enmity remained deeply
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rooted in the hearts of both. The whole body of Directors was then chosen

annually. At the election of 1763, Clive attempted to break down the

power of the dominant faction. The contest was carried on with a violence

which he describes as tremendous. Sulivan was victorious, and hastened

to take his revenge. The grant of rent which Clive had received from Meer
Jaffier was, in the opinion of the best English lawyers, valid. It had been

made by exactly the same authority from which the Company had received

their chief possessions in Bengal, and the Company had long acquiesced in

it. The Directors, however, most unjustly determined to confiscate it, and

Clive was forced to file a bill in Chancer)- against them.

But a great and sudden turn in affairs was at hand. Every ship from:

Bengal had for some lime brought alarming tidings. The internal mis-

government of the province had reached such a point that it could go no
,

further. WTiat, indeed, was to be expected from a body of public servants
\

exposed to temptation such that, as Clive once said, flesh and blood could

not bear it, armed with irresistible power, and responsible only to the cor-

rupt, turbulent, distracted, ill-informed Company, situated at such a distance

that the average inter\al between the sending of a despatch and the receipt

of an answer was above a year and a half? Accordingly, during the five 1

years which followed the departure of Clive from Bengal, the misgoveni-

ment of the English was carried to a point such as seems hardly compatible !

with the verj' existence 01' society. The Roman proconsul, who, in a year \

or two, squeezed out of a province the means of rearing marble palaces and

baths on the shores of Campania, of drinking from amber, of feasting on

singing birds, of exhibiting armies of gladiators and flocks of camelopards,

the Spanish viceroy, who, leaving behind him the curses of Mexico or Lima,

entered Madrid with a long train of gilded coaches, and of sumpter-horses

trapped and shod with silver, were now outdone. Cruelty, indeed, properly so

called,- was not among the vices of the servants of the Company. But craelty

itself could hardly have produced greater evils than sprang from their unprin-

cipled eagerness to be rich. They pulled do\N-n their creature, ^leer Jaffier.
"^

They set up in his place another Nabob, named Meer Cossim. But Meer Cossim
had 'talents and a will ; and, though sufficiently inclined to oppresshissubjects

himself, he could not bear to see them ground to the dust by oppressions which

yielded him no profit, nay, which destroyed his revenue in its very source.

The English accordingly pulled down Meer Cossim, and set up Meer JaflSer

again ; and Meer Cossim, after revenging himself by a massacre surpassing

in atrocity that of the Black Hole, fled to the dominions of the Nabob of

Oude. At every one of these revolutions, the new prince divided among
his foreign masters whatever could be scraped together from the treasury of

his fallen predecessor. The immense population of his dominions was given

up as a prey to those who had made him a sovereign, and who could unmake
him. The servants of the Company obtained, not for their employers, but \

for themselves, a monopoly of almost the whole internal trade. They forced
;

the natives to buy dear and to sell cheap. They insulted with impunity the I

tribunals, the police, and the fiscal authorities of the country. They covered

with their protection a set of native dependents who ranged through the pro-

vinces, spreading desolation and terror wherever they appeared. Every

servant of a British factor was armed with all the power of his master ; and

his master was armed with all the power of the Company. Enormous for-
\

tunes were thus rapidly accumulated at Calcutta, while thirty millions of \

human beings were reduced to the extremity of wretchedness. They had '

been accustomed to live under tyranny, but never under tyranny like this.

They found the little finger of the Company thicker than the loins of Sura-

jah Dowlah. Under their old masters they had at least one resource : when
the evil became insupportable, the people rose and pulled down the govern-
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ment. But the English government was not to be so shaken off. That
government, oppressive as the most oppressive form of barbarian despotism,

was strong with all the strength of civilisation. It resembled the govern-
ment of evil Genii, rather than the government of human tyrants. Even
despair could not inspire the soft Bengalee with courage to confront men of

English breed, the hereditary nobility of mankind, whose skill and valour

had so often triumphed in spite of tenfold odds. The unhappy race never

attempted resistance. Sometimes they submitted in patient misery. Some-
. times they fled from the white man, as their fathers had been used to fly

from the Mahratta ; and the palanquin of the English traveller was often

carried through silent villages and towns, which the report of his approach
had made desolate.

The foreign lords of Bengal were naturally objects of hatred to all the

neighbouring powers ; and to all the haughty race presented a dauntless

front. Their armies, every where outnumbered, were everywhere victorious.

lA succession of commanders, formed in the school of Clive, still maintained
ithe fame of their country. " It must be acknowledged," says the Mussul-
man historian of those times, " that this nation's presence of mind, firmness

of temper, and undaunted bravery, are past all question. They join the most
resolute courage to the most cautious prudence ; nor have they their equals

in the art of ranging themselves in battle array and fighting in order. If

to so many military qualifications they knew how to join the arts of govem-\ ment, if they exerted as much ingenuity and solicitude in reheving the people

of God, as they do in whatever concerns their military affairs, no nation io

the world would be preferable to them, or worthier of command. But the

people under their dominion groan every where, and are reduced to poverty

and distress. Oh God ! come to the assistance of thine afflicted servant^

and deliver them from the oppressions which they suffer."

\ It was impossible, however, that even the military establishment shoulA

j
long continue exempt from the vices which pervaded every other part of the

government. Rapacity, luxury, and the spirit of insubordination spread from
the civil service to the officers of the army, and from the officers to the sol-

diers. The evil continued to grow till every mess-room became the seat of

conspiracy and cabal, and till the sepoys could be kept in order only by
wholesale executions.

/ At length the state of things in Bengal began to excite uneasiness at home.
/ A succession of revolutions ; a disorganized administration ; the natives pil-

, laged, yet the Company not enriched ; every fleet bringing back fortunate

adventurers who were able to purchase manors and to build stately dwellings,

"\^ yet bringing back also alarming accounts of the financial prospects of the

government ; war on the frontiers ; disaffection in the army ; the national

character disgraced by excesses resembling those of Verres and Pizarro ; such
was the spectacle which dismayed those who were conversant with Indian

(affairs. The general cry was that Clive, and Clive alone, could save the

empire which he had founded.
This feeling manifested itself in the strongest manner at a very full General

Court of Proprietors. Men of all parties, forgetting their feuds and trem-
bling for their dividends, exclaimed that Clive was the man whom the crisis

required, that the oppressive proceedings which had been adopted respect-

ing his estate ought to be dropped, and that he ought to be entreated to

return to India.

Clive rose. As to his estate, he said, he would make such propositions
to the Directors as would, he trasted, lead to an amicable settlement. But
there was a still greater difficulty. It was proper to tell them that he never
would undertake the government of Bengal while his enemy Sulivan was
chairman of the Company. The tumult was violent. Sulivan could scarcely



LORD CLIVE. 535

obtain a hearing. An overwhehning majority of the assembly was on Clivc's

side. Sulivan wijhed to try the result of a ballot. Hut, according to the

by-lasvs of the Company, there can be no ballot except on a requisition signed

by nine proprietors ; and, though hundreds were present, nine persons could

not be found to set llieir hands to such a requisition. .

Clive was in consequence nominated Governor and Commander-in-Chief A
of the British possessions in Bengal. But he adhered to his declaration, and '

refused to enter on his office till the event of the ne.xt election of Directors

should be known. The contest was obstinate ; but Clive triumphed. Sulivan,

lately absolute master of the India House, was within a vote of losing his

own seat ; and both the chairman and the deputy-chairman were friends of

the new governor.

Such were the circumstances under which Lord Clive sailed for the third \

and last time to India. In May, 1765, he reached Calcutta ; and he found J
the whole machine of government even more fearfully disorganized than he|

had anticipated. Meer Jaffier, who had some time before lost his eldest son

Meeran, had died while Clive was on his voyage out. The English func-

tionaries at Calcutta had already received from home strict orders not to

accept presents from the native princes. But, eager for gain, and unaccus-

tomed to respect the commands of their distant, ignorant, and negligent

masters, they again set up the throne of Bengal to sale. About one hundred

and forty thousand pounds sterling was distributed among nine of the most

powerful servants of the Company ; and, in consideration of this bribe, an

infant son of the deceased Nabob was placed on the seat of his father. The

news of the ignominious bargain met Clive on his arrival. In a private letter

written immediately after his landing to an intimate friend, he poured out

his feelings in language which, proceeding from a man so daring, so resolute,

and so little given to theatrical display of sentiment, seems to us smgularly

touching. "Alas !" he says, "how is the English name sunk ! I could not

avoid paying the tribute of a few tears to the departed and lost fame of the

British nation—irrecoverably so, I fear. However, I do declare, by that

great Being who is the searcher of all hearts, and to whom we must be

accountable if there be a hereafter, that I am come out with a mind superior

to all corruption, and that I am determined to destroy these great and growing

evils, or perish in the attempt." .

The Council met, and Clive stated to them his full determination to make
a thorough reform, and to use for that purpose the whole of the ample autho- I

rity, civil and military, which had been confided to him. Johnstone, one of

the boldest and worst men in the assembly, made some show of opposi-

tion. Clive interrupted him, and haughtily demanded whether he meant to •

question the power of the new government. Johnstone was cowed, and dis-

claimed any such intention. All the faces round the board grew long and

pale ; and not another syllable of dissent was uttered.

Clive redeemed his pledge. He remained in India about a year and a
j

half ; and in that short time effected one of the most extensive, difficult, and 1

salutary reforms that ever was accomplished by any statesman. This was

the part of his life on which he afterwards looked back with most pride. '

He had it in his power to triple his already splendid fortune ; to connive at

abuses while pretending to remove them ; to conciliate the good-will of all

the English in Bengal, by giving up to their rapacity a helpless and tin-,id

race, w-ho knew not where lay the island which sent forth their oppressors,

and whose complaints had little chance of being heard across fifteen thousand

miles of ocean. He knew ihat, if he applied himself in earnest to the work
of reformation, he should raise every bad passion in arms against him. He
knew how unscrapulous, how implacable, would be the hatred of those

ravenous adventurers who, having coimted on accumulating in a few month*



53& LORD CLIVE.

fortunes sufficient to support peerages, should find all their hopes fnistrated.

But he had chosen the good part ; and he called up all the force of his mind
1 for a battle far harder than that of Plassey. At first success seemed hope-

j
less ; but soon all olistacles began to bend before that iron courage and that

J vehement will. The receiring of presents from the natives was rigidly pro-

) hibited. The private trade of the servants of the Company was put down.
The whole settlement seemed to be set, as one man, against these measures.
But the inexorable governor declared that, if he could not find support at

Fort William, he would procure it elsewhere, and sent for some civil servants

from Madras to assist him in carrying on the administration. The most
factious of his opponents he turned out of their offices. The rest submitted

.
to what was inevitable ; and in a very short time all resistance was quelled.

I

But Clive was far too wise a man not to see that the recent abuses were
partly to be ascribed to a cause which could not fail to produce similar

abuses, as soon as the pressure of his strong hand was withdrawn. The
Company had followed a mistaken policy with respect to the remuneration

^ of its servants. The salaries were too low to afford even those indulgences
which are necessary to the health and comfort of Europeans in a tropical

climate. To lay by a rupee from such scanty pay was impossible. It could
not be supposed that men of even average abilities would consent to pass
the best years of life in exile, under a burning sun, for no other consideration

than these stinted wages. It had accordingly been understood, from a very

early period, that the Company's agents were at liberty to enrich themselves
by their private trade. This practice had been seriously injurious to the

commercial interests of the corporation. That very intelligent obsei-ver, Sir

Thomas Roe, in the reign of James the First, strongly urged the Directors

to apply a remedy to the abuse. "Absolutely prohibit the private trade,"

said he ;
" for your business will be better done. I know this is harsh.

Men profe:,s they come not for bare wages. But you will take away this

plea if you give great wages to their content ; and then you know what
you part from."

I In spite of this excellent advice, the Company adhered to the old system,
i paid low salaries, and connived at the indirect gains of the agents. The
pay of a member of Council was only three hundred pounds a year. Yet
it was notorious that such a functionary could not live in India for less than
ten times that sum ; and it could not be expected that he would be content

to live even handsomely in India without laying up something against the

time of his return to England. This system, before the conquest of Bengal,
might affect the amount of the dividends payable to the proprietors, but
could do little harm in any other way. But the Company was now a ruling

body. Its servants might still be called factors, junior merchants, senior

/merchant.^. But they were in truth proconsuls, proprretors, procurators of

extensive regions. They had immense power. Their regular pay was uni-

versally admitted to be insufficient. They were, by the ancient usage of

the service, and by the implied permission of their employers, warranted in

enriching themselves by indirect means ; and this had been the origin of

. tlie frightful oppression and cormption which had desolated Bengal. Clive

/ saw clearly that it was aljsurd to give men power, and to require them to

i jive in penury. Me justly concluded that no reform could be effi^ctual which
should not be coupled with a plan for liberally remunerating the civil servants

>of the Company. The Directors, he knew, were not disposed to sanction

\ any increase of the salaries out of their own treasury. The only course
.' which remained open to the governor was one which exposed him to much

/ misrepresentation, but which we think him fully justified in adopting. lie

/ appropriated lo the support of the service the monopoly of salt, which has

/ formed, down to our own time, a principal head of Indian revenue ; and he
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dindetl the proceeds according to a scale which seems to have been not un-

reasonably fixed. lie was in consequence accused by his enemies, and has

been accused by historians, of disobeying his instructions, of violating his

promises, of authorising that very abuse which it was his special mission to

destroy, namely, the trade of the Company's servants. But every discern-

ing and impartial judge will admit, that there was really nothing in common
between the system which he set up and that which he was sent to destroy.

The monopoly of salt had been a source of revenue to the guveniments of /

India before Clive was bom. It continued to be so long after his death, f

The civil ser\'ants were clearly entitled to a maintenance out of the revenue
;

and all that Clive did was to charge a particular portion of the revenue with

their maintenance. He thus, while he put an end to the practices by which

gigantic fortunes had been rapidly acaimulated, gave to every British func-

tionary employed in the East the means of slowly, but surely, acquiring a

competence. Yet, such is the injustice of mankind that none of those acts

which are the real stains of his life has drawn on him so much obloquy as

this measure, which was in truth a reform necessary to the success of all his

other reforms.

He had quelled the opposition of the civil service : that of the arrny was \

more formidable. Some of the retrenchments which had been ordered by
/

the Directors affected the interests of the military ser\-ice ; and a storm arose,

s\ich as even Cnesar would not willingly have faced. It was no light thinj

'

to encounter the resistance of those who held the power of the sword, in r

country governed only by the sword. Two hundred English officers engaget

in a conspiracy against the government, and determined to resign their com
missions on the same day, not doubting that Clive would grant any terms

rather than see the army, on which alone the British empire in the East

rested, left without commanders. They little knew the unconquerable spirit

with which they had to deal. Clive had still a few officers round his person
;

on whom he could rely. He sent to Fort St George for a fresh supply. He '

gave commissions even to mercantile agents who were disposed to support

him at this crisis ; and he sent orders that every officer who resigned should
j

be instantly brought up to Calcutta. The conspirators found that they had
j

miscalculated. The governor was inexorable. The troops were steady. \

The sepovs, over whom. Clive had always possessed extraordinary influence,

;

stood by him with unshaken fidelity. The leaders in the plot were arrested, <

tried, and cashiered. The rest, humbled and dispirited, begged to be per-

mitted to withdraw their resignations. Many of them declared their repent-

ance even with tears. The younger offenders Clive treated with lenity. To
the ringleaders he was inflexibly severe ; but his severity was pure from all

taint of private malevolence. While he sternly upheld the just authority of

his office, he passed by personal insults and injuries w ith magnanimous dis-

dain. One of the conspirators was accused of having planned the assassina-

tion of the governor; but Clive would not listen to the charge. "The
officers." he said, " are Englishmen, not assassins."

While he reformed the civil service and established his authority over the I

army, he was equally successful in his foreign policy. His landing on I

Indian ground was the signal for immediate peace. The Nabob of Oude, •

with a large army, lay at that time on the frontier of Bahar. He had been

joined by many Afghans and Mahrattas, and there was no small reason to

expect a general coalition of all the native powers against the English. But 1

the name of Clive quelled in an instant all opposition. The enemy im-
\

plored peace in the humblest language, and submitted to such terms as the

new governor chose to dictate.

At the same time, the government of Bengal was placed on a new footing. \

The power of the English in that province had hithertoJ)een altogether un-
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defined. It was unknown to tlie ancient constitution of the empire, and it

had been ascertained by no compact. It resembled the power which, in

the last decrepitude of the Western Empire, was exercised over Italy by the

great chiefs of foreign mercenaries, the Ricimers and the Odoacer.s, who put

up and pulled down at their pleasure a succession of insignificant princes,

dignified with the names of Casar and Augustus. But as in Italy, so in

India, the warlike strangers at length found it expedient to give to a dom-
ination which had been established by arms the sanction of law and ancient

prescription. Theodoric thought it politic to obtain from the distant court

of Byzantium a commission appointing him ruler of Italy ; and Clive, in the
,

same manner, applied to the Court of Delhi for a fonnal grant of the powers
of which he already possessed the reality. The Mogul was absolutely

helpless ; and, though he murmured, had reason to be well pleased that

the English were disposed to give solid rupees which he never could have
extorted from them, in exchange for a fevv Persian characters which cost him

I

nothing. A bargain was speedily stnfck ; and the titular sovereign of Hin-

dostan issued a warrant, empowering the Company to collect and administer

the revenues of Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar.

There was still a Nabob, who stood to the British authorities ia the same
relation in which the last drivelling Chilperics and Childerics of the Mero-
vingian line stood to their able and vigorous Mayors of the Palace, to

Charles Martel and to Pepin. At one time Clive had almost made up his

mind to discard this phantom altogether ; but he afterwards thought that it

might be convenient still to use the name of the Nabob, particularly in

dealings with other European nations. The French, the Dutch, and the

Danes would, he conceived, submit far more readily to the authority of the

native Prince, whom they had always been accustomed to respect, than to

that of a rival trading corporation. This policy may, at that time, have been

judicious. But the pretence was soon found to be too flimsy to impose on
any body ; and it was altogether laid aside. The heir of Meer Jaffier still

resides at Moorshedabad, the ancient capital of his house, still bears the

title of Naliob, is still accosted by the English as "Your Highness," and is

still suffered to retain a portion of the regal state which .surrounded his

ancestors. A pension of a hundred and sixty thousand pounds a year is

annually paid to him by the government. His carriage is surrounded by
guards, and preceded liy attendants with silver maces. His person and his

dwelling are exempted from tlie ordinary authority of the ministers of justice.

But he has not the smallest share of political power, and is, in fact, only a

noble and wealthy subject of the Company.
J It would have been easy for Clive, during his second administration in

I

Bengal, to accumulate riches such as no subject in Europe possessed. He
' might indeed, without subjecting the rich inhabitants of the province to any

I,'

pressure beyond that to which their mildest rulers had accustomed them,

have received presents to the amount of three hundred thousand pounds a

year. The neighbouring princes would gladly have paid any price for his

favour. But he appears to have strictly adhered to the rules which he had

laid down for the guidance of others. The Rajah of Benares offered him
diamonds of great value. The Nabob of Oude pressed him to accept a

large sum of money and a casket of costly jewels. Clive courteously, but

peremptorily refused : and it should be observed that he made no merit of

his refusal, and that the facts did not come to light till after his death. He
kept an exact account of his salaiy, of his share of the profits accruing from

the trade in salt, and of those presents which, according to the fashion of

the East, it would Ije churlish to refuse. Out of the sum arising from these

resources lie defrayed the expenses of his situation. The surplus he divided

among a few attached friends who had accompanied him to India. He
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always boasted, and, as lar as we can judge, he boasted with truth, that his

last administration diminished instead of increasing his fortune.

One large sum indeetl he accepted. Meer Jaffier had left him by will

above sixty thousand pounds sterling in specie and jewels : and the rules

which had been recently laid down extended only to presents from the liv-

ing, and did not affect legacies from the dead. Clive took the money, but

not for himself. He made the whole over to the Company, in trust for

officers and soldiers invalided in their scr\-ice. The fund which still bears

his name owes its origin to this princely donation.

After a stay of eighteen months, the state of his health made it necessary

for him to return to Europe. At the close of January, 1 767, he quitted for

the last time the country on whose destinies he had exercised so mighty an
influence.

His second return from Bengal was not, like his first, greeted by the

acclamations of his countrymen. Numerous causes were already at work 1

which embittered the remaining years of his life, and hurried him to an un-
j

timely grave. His old enemies at the India house were still powerful and
active ; and they had been reinforced by a large band of allies whose vio-

lence far exceetied their own. The whole crew of pilferers and oppressors

from whom he had rescued Bengal persecuted him with the implacable

rancour which belongs to such abject natures. Many of them even invested

their property in India stock, merely that they might be better able to annoy
the man whose firmness had set bounds to their rapacity. Lying news-

papers were set up for no purpose but to abuse him ; and the temper of the

public mind was then such, that these arts, which under ordinary ciraun-

stances, would have been ineffectual against truth and merit, produced an

extraordinary impression.

The great events which had taken place in India had called into existence
|

a new class of Englishmen, to whom their countrymen gave the name of

Nabobs. These persons had generally sprung from families neither ancient '

nor opulent ; they had generally been sent at an early age to the P'a>t ; and
they had there acquired large fortunes, which they had brought l)ack to their

native land. It was natural that, not having had much opportunity of

mixing with the best society, they should exhibit some of the awkwardness
and some of the pomposity of upstarts. It was natural that, during their

sojourn in Asia, they should have acquired some tastes and habits surprising,

if not disgusting, to persons who never had quitted Europe. It was natural

that, having enjoyed great consideration in the East, they should not be dis-

posed to sink into obscurity at home ; and as they had money, and had not

birth or high connection, it was natural that they should display a little

obtrusively the single advantage which they possessed. Wherever they

settled there was a kind of feud between them and the old nobility and
gentry, similar to that which raged in France between the farmer-general

and the marquis. This enmity to the aristocracy long continued to distin-

guish the servants of the Company. More than twenty years after the time

of which we are now speaking, Burke pronounced that among the Jacobins

might be reckoned "the East Indians almost to a man, who cannot bear

to find that their present importance does not bear a proportion to their

wealth."

rhe Nabobs soon became a most unpopular class of men. Some or tftem C

had in the East displayed eminent talents, and rendered great services to the

slate ; but at home their talents were not shown to advantage, and their
j

services were little known. That they had sprung from obscurity, that they

had acquired great wealth, that they exhibited it insolently, that they spent

it extravagantly, that they raised the price of every thing in their neighbour-

hood, from fresh eggs to rotten boroughs, that their liveries outshone those

I
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of dukes, that their coaches were finer than that of the Lord Mayor, that

the examples of their large and ill-governed households corrupted half the
servants in the country, that some of them, with all their magnificence, could
not catch the tone of good society, but, in spite of the stud and the crowd
of menials, of the plate and the Dresden china, of the venison and the
Burgundy, were still low men ; these were things which excited, both in the

class from which they had sprung and in the class into which they attempted
to force themselves, the bitter aversion which is the effect of mingled envy
and contempt. But when it was also rumoured that the fortune which had
enabled its possessor to eclipse the Lord-Lieutenant on the race-ground, or

to carry the county against the head of a house as old as Domesday Book,
had been accumulated by violating public faith, by deposing legitimate

princes, by reducing whole provinces to beggary, all the higher and better

as well as all the low and evil parts of human nature were stinted against

the wretch who had obtained by guilt and dishonour the riches which he
now lavished with arrogant and inelegant profusion. The unfortunate Nabob
seemed to be made up of those foibles against which comedy has pointed the

most merciless ridicule, and of those crimes which have thrown the deepest
gloom over tragedy, of Turcaret and Nero, of Monsieur Jourdain and Richard
the Third. A tempest of execration and derision, such as can be compared
only to that outbreak of public feeling against the Puritans which took place

at the time of the Restoration, burst on the servants of the Company. The
humane man was horror-struck at the way in which they had got their

money, the thrifty man at the way in which they spent it. The dilettante

sneered 'at their want of taste. The maccaroni black-balled them as vulgar

fellows. Writers the most unlike in sentiment and style, Methodists and
libertines, philosophers and buffoons, were for once on the same side. It is

hardly too much to say that, during a space of about thirty years, the whole
lighter literature of England was coloured by the feelings which we have
described. Foote brought on the stage an Anglo-Indian chief, dissolute,

ungenerous, and tyrannical, ashamed of the humble friends of his youth,

hating the aristocracy, yet childishly eager to be numbered among them,
squandering his wealth on pandars and flatterers, tricking out his chairmen
with the most costly hot-house flowers, and astounding the ignorant with

jargon about rupees, lacs, and jaghires. Mackenzie, with more delicate

humour, depicted a plain country family raised by the Indian acquisitions

of one of its members to sudden opulence, and exciting derision by an
awkward mimicrj' of the manners of the great. Cowper, in that lofty ex-

postulation which glows with the very spirit of the Hebrew poets, placed

the oppression of India foremost in the list of those national crimes for

which God had punished England with years of disastrous war, with discom-

fiture in her own seas, and with the loss of her transatlantic empire. Ifany
of our readers will take the trouble to search in the dusty recesses of circu-

lating libraries for some novel published sixty years ago, the chance is that

the villain or sub-villain of the story will prove to be a savage old Nabob,
with an immense fortune, a tawny complexion, a bad liver, and a worse heart.

Such, as far as we can now judge, was the feeling of the country respect-

Zing Nabobs in general. And Clive was eminently the Nabob, the ablest,

' the most celebrated, the highest in rank, the highest in fortune, of all the

' fraternity. His wealth was exhibited m a manner which could not fail to

( excite odium. He lived with great magnificence in Berkeley Square. He
reared one palace in Shropshire and another at Claremont. His parlia-

mentary influence might vie with that of the greatest families. But in all

this splendour and power envy found something to sneer at. On some of his

relations wealth and dignity seem to have sat as awkwardly as on Mackenzie's

Margery Mushroom. Nor was he himself, with all his great qualities,

I
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free frwm those weaknesses which the satirists of that age represented as

characteristic of his whole class. In the field, indeed, his habits were

remarkablv simple. He was constantly on horseback, was never seen but

in his uniform, never wore silk, never entered a palanquin, and was con-

tent with the plainest fare. But when he was no longer at the head of an

army, he laid aside this Spartan temperance for the ostentatious luxury of a

Sybarite. Though his ^^erson was ungraceful, and though his harsh features

were redeemed from \-ulgar ugliness only by their stem, dauntless, and com-

manding expression, he was fond of rich and gay clothing, and replenished

his wardrobe with absurd profusion. Sir John Malcolm gives us a letter

worthy of Sir Matthew Mite, in which Clive orders "two hundred shirts,

the best and finest that can be got for love or money." A few follies of this

description, grossly exaggerated by report, produced an unfavourable im-

pression on the public mind. But this was not the worst. Black stories,

\

of which the greater part were pure inventions, were circulated respecting I

his conduct in the East. He had to bear the whole odium, not only of those

»

bad acts to which he had once or twice stooped, but of all the bad acts of

all the English in India, of bad acts committed when he was absent, nay, off

bad acts which he had manfully opposed and severely punished. The very

abuses against which he had waged an honest, resolute, and successful war,

were laid to his account. He was, in fact, regarded as the personification

of all the vices and weaknesses which the public, with or without reason,

ascribed to the English adventurers in Asia. We have ourselves heard old

men, who knew nothing of his history, but who still retained the prejudices

conceived in their youth, talk of him as an incarnate fiend. Johnson always -

held this language. Brown, whom Clive employed to lay out his pleasure

grounds was amazed to see in the house of his noble employer a chest which

had once been tilled with gold from the treasury of Moorshedabad, and could

not understand how the conscience of the criminal could suffer him to sleep

with such an object so near to his bedchamber. The peasantry of Surrey

looked with mysterious horror on the stately house which was rising at Clare-

mont, and whispered that the great wicked lord had ordered the walls to be

made so thick in order to keep out the devil, w ho would one day carr\- him
away bodily. Among the gaping clowns who drank in this frightful story

was'a worthless ugly lad of the name of Hunter, since widely known as

William Huntington,' S. S. ; and the superstition which was strangely mingled

with the knavery of that remarkable impostor seems to have derived no small

nutriment from the tales which he heard of the life and character of Clive.

In the mean time, the impulse which Clive had given to the administra-\

tion of Bengal was constantly becoming fainter and fainter. His poUcy was I

to a great extent abandoned ; the abuses which he had suppressed began
)

to revive ; and at length the evils which a bad government had engendered

were aggravated by one of those fearful visitations which the best govern-

ment cannot avert. In the summer of 1770, the rains failed ; the earth was ^

parched up ; the tanks were empty ; the rivers shrank within their beds ; I

and a famine, such as is kno\>-n only in countries where every household \

depends for support on its own little patch of cultivation, filled the whole

valley of the G.anges with misery and death. Tender and delicate women,
whose veils had never been Ufted before the public gaze, came forth from

the inner chambers in which Eastern jealousy had kept watch over their

beauty, threw themselves on the earth before the passers-by, and, with loud

wailings, implored a handful of rice for their children. The Hoogley every

dav rolled down thousands of corpses close to the porticoes and gardens

of the English conquerors. The very streets of Calcutta were blocked up I

by the dying and the dead. The lean and feeble sur>'ivors had not energy /

enough to bear the bodies of their kindred to the funeral pile or to the
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holy river, or even to scare away the jackals and vultures, who fed on
human remains in the face of day. The extent of the mortality was never
ascertained ; but it was popularly reckoned by millions. This melancholy
intelligence added to the excitement which already prevailed in England
/on Indian subjects. The proprietors of East India stock were uneasy
J about their dividends. All men of common humanity were touched by the

calamities of our unhappy subjects ; and indignation soon began to mingle
. itself with pity. It was rumoured that the Company's servants had created

\ the famine by engrossing all the rice of the country ; that they had sold

y
grain for eight, ten, twelve times the price at which they had bought it ;

that one English functionary who, the year before, was not worth a hundred
guineas, had, during that season of misery, remitted sixty thousand pounds

I
to London. These charges we believe to have been unfounded. That ser-

vants of the Company had ventured, since Clive's departure, to deal in rice,

is probable. That, if they dealt in rice, they must have gained by the

scarcity, is certain. But there is no reason for thinking that ihey either

produced or aggravated an evil which physical causes sufficiently explain.

The outcry which was raised against them on this occasion was, we suspect,

as absurd as the imputations which, in times of dearth at home, v/ere once
thrown by statesmen and judges, and are still thrown by two or three old

women, on the com factors. It was, however, so loud and so general that

it appears to have imposed even on an intellect raised so high above vulgar

prejudices as that of Adam Smith. What was still more extraordinary,

these unhappy events greatly increased the unpopularity of Lord Clive.

1 He had been some years in England when the famine took place. None
of his measures had the smallest tendency to produce such a calamity. If

the servants of the Company had traded in rice, they had done so in direct

contravention of the rule which he had laid down, and, while in power, had
resolutely enforced. But, in the eyes of his countr)mien, he was, as we
have said, the Nabob, the Anglo-Indian character personified ; and, while

he was building and planting in Surrey, he was held responsible for all

;the effects of a dry season in Bengal.

/ Parliament had hitherto bestowed very little attention on our Eastern

f possessions. Since the death of George the Second, a rapid succession of

weak administrations, each of which was in turn flattered and betrayed by
the Court, had held the semblance of power. Intrigues in the palace, riots

in the capital, and insurrectionary movements in the American colonies,

had left the advisers of the Crown little leisure to study Indian politics.

Where they did interfere, their interference was feeble and irresolute.

Lord Chatham, indeed, during the short period of his ascendency in the

councils of George the Third, had meditated a bold and sweeping measure
respecting the acquisitions of the Company. But his plans were rendered
aboitive by the strange malady which about that time began to overcloud
his splendid genius.

/At length, in 1 772, it was generally felt that Parliament could no longer

neglect the affairs of India. The Government was stronger than any which
had held power since the breach between Mr Pitt and the great Whig con-

nection in 1 76 1. No pressing questi(m of domestic or European policy

required the attention of public men. There was a short and delusive lull

between two tempests. The excitement produced by the Middlesex elec-

tion was over ; the discontents of America did not yet threaten civil war

;

the financial difficulties of the Company brought on a crisis ; the Ministers

/were forced to take up the subject ; and the whole storm, which had long

I

been gathering, now broke at once on the head of Clive.

His situation was indeed singidarly unfortunate. He was hated through-
out the country, hated at the India House, hated, above all, by those wealthy
and powerful servants of the Company, whose rapacity and tyraimy he had
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withstood. He had to bear the double odium of his bad and of his good
actions, of every Indian abuse and of every Indian reform. Tlie state of

\

the political world was such that he could count on the support of no power-

ful connection. The party to which lie had belonged, that of ticorge

Grenville, had been ho.-tile to the Government, and yet had never cordially

united with the other -.tctions of the Opposition, with the little band which
still followed the fortunes of Lord Chatham, or with the large and respect-

able body of which Lord Rockingham was the acknowledged leader. George
Grenville was now dead ; his followers were scattered ; and Clive, uncon-

nected with any of the powerful factions which divided the Parliament,

could reckon only on the votes of those members who were returned by
himself. His enemies, particularly tliose who were the enemies of his vir-

tues, were unscrupulous, ferocious, implacable. Their malevolence aimed
at nothing less than the utter ruin of his fame and fortune. They wished
to see him expelled from I'arliament, to see his spurs chopped off, to see

his estate confiscated ; and it may be doubted whether even such a result

as this would have quenched their thirst for revenge.

Clive's parliamentary tactics resembled his military tactics. Deserted,'

surrounded, outnumbered, and with every thing at stake, he did not even
deign to stand on the defensive, but pushed boldly forward to the attack.

At an early stage of the discussions on Indian affairs he rose, and in a long

and eJaborate speech %-indicated himself from a large part of the accusations

which had been brought against him. He is said to have produced a great

impression on his autlience. Lord Chatham, who, now the ghost of his

former self, loved to haunt the scene of his glory, was that night under
the gallery of the House of Commons, and declared that he hadne\er heard
a finer speech. It was J-ubsequently printed under Clive's direction, and,

when the fullest allowance has been made lor the assistance which he may
have obtained from literary friends, proves him to have possessed, not merely
strong sense and a manly spirit, but talents both for disquisition and decla-

mation which assiduous culture might have improved into the highest ex-

cellence. He confined his defence on this occasion to the measures of his

last administration, and succeeded so far that his enemies thenceforth thought
•t expedient to direct their attacks chiefly against the earlier part of his life.

The earlier part of his life unfortunately presented some assailable points

to their hostility. A committee was chosen by ballot to inquire into the ',

affairs of India ; and by this committee the whole history of that great '

revolution which threw down Surajah Dowlah and raised Meer Jafher was '

sifted with malignant care. Clive was subjected to the most unsparing

'

examination and cross-examination, and afterwards bitterly complained that

he, the Baron cf Plassey, had been treated like a sheep-stealer. The bold-

ness and ingenuousness of his replies would alone suffice to show how alien

from his nature were the frauds to which, in the course of his Eastern nego-
tiations, he had sometimes descended. He avowed the arts which he had
employed to deceive Omichund, anrl resolutely said that he was not ashamed
of them, and that, in the same circumstances, he \\ouId again act in the

same manner. He admitted that he had received immense sums from Meer
Jafher ; but he denied that, in doing so, he had violated any obligation of

morality or honour. He laid claim, on the contrary, and not without some
reason, to the praise o*" eminent disinterestedness. He described in vivid
language the situation in which his victory had placed him ; a great prince
dependent on his pleasure ; an opulent city afraid of being given up to

plunder ; wealthy bankers bidding against each other for his smiles ; vaults
piled with gold and jewels thrown open to him alone. " By God, Mr
Chairman," he exclaimed, " at this moment I stand astoirished at my own
moderation.

"

The inquiry was so eottensive that the Houses rose l)efore it had been com-
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pleted. It was continued in the following session. When at length the

committee had concluded its labours, enlightened and impartial men had
little difhcully in making up their minds as to the result. It was clear that

1 Clive had been guilty of some acts which it is impossible to vindicate with-

out attacking the authority of all the most sacred laws which regulate the

intercourse of individuals and of states. But it was equally clear that he
had displayed great talents, and even great virtues ; that he had rendered
eminent services both to his country and to the people of India ; and that

it was in truth not for his dealings with Meer Jaffier nor for the fraud which
he had practised on Omichund, but for his determined resistance to avarice

and tyranny, that he was now called in question.

Ordinary criminal justice knows nothing of set-off. The greatest desert

cannot be pleaded in answer to a charge of the slightest transgression. If

a man has sold beer on Sunday morning, it is no defence that he has saved
the life of a fellow-creature at the risk of his own. If he has harnessed a
Newfoundland dog to his little child's carriage, it is no defence that he was
wounded at Waterloo. But it is not in this way that we ought to deal with
men who, raised far above ordinary restraints, and tried by far more than
ordinary temptations, are entitled to a more than ordinary measure of in-

dulgence. Such men should be judged by their contemporaries as they will

be judged by posterity. Their bad actions ought not, indeed, to be called

good ; but their good and bad actions ought to be fairly weighed ; and, if

on the whole the good preponderate, the sentence ought to be one, not

merely of acquittal, but of approbation. Not a single great ruler in history

can be absolved by a judge who fixes his eye inexorably on one or two un-

justifiable acts. i-Bruce the deliverer of Scotland, Maurice the deliverer of

Germany, William the deliverer of Holland, his great descendant the de-

liverer of England, Murray the good regent, Cosmo the father of his countiy,

Henry the Fourth of France, Peter the Great of Russia, how would the best

of them pass such a scrutiny? History takes wider views ; and the best
|

tribunal for great political cases is the tribunal which anticipates the verdict I

of history. '

Reasonable and moderate men of all parties felt this in Clive's case. They
I could not pronounce him blameless ; but they were not disposed to abandon
him to that low-minded and rancorous pack who had run him down and
were eager to worry him to death. Lord North, though not very friendly

to him, was not disposed to go to extremities against him. While the in-

quiry was still in progress, Clive, who had some years before been created

a Knight of the Bath, was installed vvith great pomp in Henry the Seventh's

Chapel. He was soon after appointed Lord-Lieutenant of Shropshire.

When he kissed hands, George the Third, who had always been partial to

him, admitted him to a private audience, talked to him half an hour on
Indian politics, and was visibly affected when the persecuted general spoke

of his services and of the way in which they had been requited.

At length the charges came in a definite fomi before the House of Com-
mons. Burgoyne, chairman of the committee, a man of wit, fashion, and
honour, an agreeable dramatic writer, an ofirker whose courage was never

questioned and whose skill was at that time highly esteemed, appeared as

the accuser. The members of the administration took different sides ; for

in that age all questions were open questions, except such as were brought

forward by the Government, or such as implied some censure on the Govern-

ment. Thurlow, the Attorney-General, was among the assailants. Wed-
derburne, the Solicitor-General, strongly attached to Clive, defended his

friend with extraordinary force of argument and language. It is a curious

circumstance that, some years later, Thurlow was the most conspicuous

champion of Warren Hastings, while Wedderbume was among the most



LORD CLlVh. 545

anreienting persecutors of that great though not faultless statesman. Clive

spoke in his oww defence at less length and with less art than in the pre-

ceding year, but with much energy and jiathos. He recounted his great

actions and his wrongs ; and, after bidding his hearers remember that they

were about to decide not only on his honour but on their own, he retired

from the House.
The Commons resolved that acquisitions made by the anus of the Stale .

belong to the State alone, and that it is illegal in the servants of the State \
to appropriate such acquisitions to themselves. They resolved tliat this

wholesome rule appeared to have been systematically vioiateti by the l.ng-

lish functionaries in Bengal. On a subsequent day they went a step farther,

and resolved that Clive had, by means of the power which he possessed as

commander of the British forces in India, obtained large sums from Meer .

Jaffier. Here the House stopped. They had voted the major and minor)

of Burgoyne's syllogism ; but they shrank from drawing the logical conclu-

sion. When it was moved that Lord Clive had abused his powers, and set

an evil example to the ser^•ants of the public, the previous question was put;

and carried. At length, long after the sun had risen on an animated debate,

;

Wedderbume moved that Lord Clive had at the same time rendered great

,

and meritorious services to his country ; and this motion passed without a
division.

'

The result of this memorable inquiry appears to us, on the whole, hon-

ourable to the justice, moderation, and discernment of the Commons. They
had indeed no great temptation to do wrong. They would have been very

bad judges of an accusation brought against Jenkinson or against Wilkes.

But the question respecting Clive was not a party question ; and the House
accordingly acted with the good sense and good feeling which may always V

be expected from an assembly of EngHsh gentlemen, not blinded by faction. \

The equitable and temperate proceedings of the British Parliament were *

set off to the greatest advantage by a foil. The wretched government of

Louis the Fifteenth had murdered, directly or indirectly, almost every

Frenchman who had .served his country with distinction in the East.

Labourdonnais was flung into the Bastile, and, after years of suffering, left

it only to die. Duplcix, stripped of his immense fortune, and broken-hearted

by humiliating attendance in antechambers, sank into an obscure grave.

I^ly was dragged to the common place of execution with a gag between
his lips. The Commons of England, on the other hand, treated their living

captain with that discriminating justice which is seldom shown except to

the dead. They laid down sound general principles ; they delicately pointed

out where he had deviated from those principles ; and they tempered the

gentle censure with liberal eulogy. The contrast struck Voltaire, always

partial to England, and always eager to expose the abuses of the Parliaments

of France. Indeed he seems, at this time, to have meditated a history of

the conquest of Bengal. He mentioned his design to Dr Moore when that

amusing writer visiteil him at Femey. Wedderburne took great interest in

the matter, and pressed Clive to furnish materials. Had the plan been
carrietl into execution, we have no doubt that Voltaire would have produced
a book containing much lively and picturescjue narrative, many just and
humane sentiments poignantly expressed, many grotesque blunders, many
sneers at the Mosaic chronology, much scandal about the Catholic mis-

sionaries, and much sublime theo-philanthropy, stolen from the New Testa-

ment, and put into the mouths of virtuous ami philosophical Brahmins.
Clive was now secure in the enjoyment of his fortune and his honours.

He was surrounded by attached friends and relations ; and he had not yet

passed the season of vigorous bodily and mental exertion. But clouds had
long been gathering over his mind, and now settled on it in thick darkness.

|
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From early youth he had been subject to fits of that strange melancholy
"which rejoiceth exceedingly and is glad when it can find the grave."
While still a writer at Madras, he had twice attempted to destroy himself.

Business and prosperity had produced a salutary effect on his spirits. In
India, while he was occupied by great affairs, in England, while wealth and
rank had still the charm of novelty, he had borne up against his consti-

; tulional misery. But he had now nothing to do, and nothing to wish for. His
active spirit in an inactive situation drooped and withered like a plant in an
uncongenial air. The malignity with which his enemies had pursued him,
the indignity with which he had been treated by the committee, the cen-
sure, lenient as it was, which the House of Commons had pronounced,
the knowledge that he was regarded by a large portion of his countrymen
as a cruel and perfidious tyrant, all concurred to irritate and depress him.

f In the mean time, his temper was tried by acute physical suffering. During
his long residence in tropical climates, he had contracted several painful

/ distempers. In order to obtain ease he called in the help of opium ; and
he was gradually enslaved by this treacherous ally. To the last, however,
his genius occasionally flashed through the gloom. It is said that he would
sometimes, after sitting silent and torpid for hours, rouse himself to the

discussion of some great question, would display in full vigour all the talents

of the soldier and the statesman, and would then sink back into his melan-
choly repose.

The disputes with America had now become so serious that an appeal to

the sword seemed inevitable ; and the Ministers were desirous to avail them-
selves of the services of Clive. Had he still been what he was when he
raised the siege of Patna, and annihilated the Dutch army and navy at the

mouth of the Ganges, it is not improbable that the resistance of the Colonists

would have been put down, and that the inevitable separation would have
been deferred for a few years. But it was too late. His strong mind was
.fast sinking under many kinds of suffering. On the twenty-second of

/November, 1774, he died by his own hand. He had just completed his

; forty-ninth year.

In the awful close of so much prosperity and glory, the vulgar saw only

a confirmation of all their prejudices ; and some men of real piety and genius
so far forgot the maxims both of religion and of philosophy as confidently to

ascribe the mournful event to the just vengeance of God, and to the horrors

of an evil conscience. It is with very different feelings that we contemplate
the spectacle of a great mind mined by the weariness of satiety, by the pangs
of wounded honour, by fatal diseases, and more fatal remedies.

W Clive committed great faults ; and we have not attempted to disguise

11 them. But his faults, when weighed against his merits, and viewed in con-

J nection with his temptations, do not appear to us to deprive him of his right

\ to an honourable place in the estimation of posterity.

From his first visit to India dates the renown of the English arms in the

East, Till he appeared, his countrymen were despised as mere pedlars,

while the French were revered as a people formed for victory and command.
His courage and capacity dissolved the charm. With the defence of Arcot
commences that long series of Oriental triumphs which closes with the fall

of Ghizni. Nor must we forget that he was only twenty-five years old when
he approved himself ripe for militaiy command. This is a rare if not a

singular distmction. It is true that Alexander, Cond^, and Charles the

Twelfth, won great battles at a still earlier age ; but those princes were sur-

rounded by veteran generals of distinguished skill, to whose suggestions

must be attributed the victories of the Granicus, of Rocroi, and of Narva.

Clive, an inexperienced youth, had yet more experience than any of those

who served under him. He had to form himself, to form his officers, and
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to form his army. The only man, as far as wc recollect, who at an eqiially

early age ever gave equal proof of talents for war, was Napoleon Bonaparte.

From Clive's second visit to India dates the political ascendency of the L
English in that country. His dexterity and resolution realised, in the course |^

of a few months, more than all the gorgeous visions which had floated before

the imagination of Dupleix. Such an extent of cultivated territory, such an .

amount of revenue, such a multitude of subjects, was never added to the j

dominion of Rome by the most successful proconsul. Nor were such wealthy ^

spoils ever Ixime under arches of triumph, down the Sacred Way, and
through the crowded P'onmi, to the threshold of Tarpeian Jove. 1 he fame
of tho^e who suVxlued Antiochus and Tigranes grows dim when ct)mpared
with the splentlour of the exploits which the young English adventurer

achieve^l at the head of an army not equal in numbers to one half of a
Roman legion.

From Clive's third visit to India dates the purity of the administration of 1
our Eastern empire. When he landevl in Calcutta in 1765, Bengal was re- r

garded as a place to which Englishmen were sent only to get rich, by any
means, in the shortest possible time. He first made dauntless and unspar-

ing war on that gigantic system of oppression, extortion, and corniption.

In that war he manfully put to hazard his ease, his fame, and his splendid

fortune. The same sense of justice which forbids us to conceal or extenuate

the faults of his earlier days compels us to admit that those faults were nobly

repaired. If the reproach of the Company and of its servants has been taken
away, if in India the yoke of foreign masters, elsewhere the heaviest of all

yokes, has been found lighter than that of any native dynasty, if to that gang
of public robbers which fonnerly spread terror through the whole jil.iin of

Bengal has succeeiled a body of functionaries not more highly distinguished

by ability and diligence than by integrity, disinterestedness, and public

spirit, if we now see such men as Munro, Elphinslone, and Melcalfe, after

leading victorious armies, after making and deposing kings, return, proud
of their honourable poverty, from a land which once held out to every greedy
factor the hope of boundless we.ilth, the praise is in no small measure due
to Clive. His name stands high on the roll of conquerors. But it is found
in a better list, in the list of those who have done and suffered much for the

happiness of mankind. To the warrior, history will assign a place in the

same rank with LucuUus and Trajan. Nor will she deny to the reformer

a share of that veneration with which F"rance cherishes the memory of

Turgot, and with which the latest generations of Hindoos will contemplate
the statue of Lord William Bentinck.

VON RANKE. (October, 1840).

The EccUsiiutical and rolitical ffistnry e>/ the Popes of Rome, during the Sixteenth
and Seventeenth Centuries. By Leopold Rankk. Professor in ihe University of

Berlin: Translated from the Genn&n, by Sarah Austin. 3 vols. 8vo. London:
1840.

It is hardly necessary for us to say that this is an excellent book excellently

translated. The original work of Professor Ranke is known and esteemed

wherever German literature is studied, and has been found interesting even

in a most inaccurate and dishonest French version. It is, indeed, the work

of a mind fitted both for minute researches and for large speculations. It

is written also in an admirable spirit, equally remote from levity and

bigotr)-, serious and earnest, yet tolerant and impartial. It is, therefore,

with the greatest pleasure that we now see this book take its place among
the English classics. Of the translation we need <jnly say that it is such as

mi^tit be expected from the skill, the taste, and the scrupulous mtegrity of
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the accoiaiplished lady who, as an interpreter between the mind of Germany
and the mind of Britain, has already deserved so well of both countries.

The subject of this book has always appeared to us singidarly interesting.

How it was that Protestantism did so much, yet did no more, how it was
that the Church of Rome, liaving lost a large part of Europe, not only

ceased to lose, but actually regained nearly half of what she had lost, is

certainly a most curious and important question ; and on this question

Professor Ranke has thrown far more light than any other person who has
written on it.

There is not, and there never was on this earth, a work of human policy

so well deserving of examination as the Roman Catholic Church. The
history of that Church joins together the two great ages of human civiliza-

tion. No other institution is left standing which carries the mind back to

the times when the smoke of sacrifice rose from the Pantheon, and when
camelopards and tigers bounded in the Flavian amphitheatre. The proudest

royal houses are but of yesterday, when compared with the line of the

Supreme Pontiffs. That line we trace back in an unbroken series, from the

Pope who crowned Napoleon in the nineteenth century to the Pope who
crowned Pepin in the eighth ; and far beyond the time of Pepin the august

dynasty extends, till it is lost in the twilight of fable. The republic of

Venice came next in antiquity. But the republic of Venice was modern
when compared with the Papacy ; and the republic of Venice is gone, and
the Papacy remains. The Papacy remains, not in decay, not a mere
antique, but full of life and youthful vigour. The Catholic Church is still

sending forth to the farthest ends of the world, missionaries as zealous ak

those who landed in Kent with Augustin, and still confronting hostile kings

with the same spirit with which she confronted Attila. The number of her

children is greater than in any former age. Her acquisitions in the New
World have more than compensated her for what she has lost in the Old.

Her spiritual ascendency extends over the vast countries which lie between
the plains of the Missouri and Cape Horn, countries which, a centur)' hence,

may not improbably contain a population as large as that which now in-

habits Europe. The members of her communion arc certainly not fewer

than a hundred and fifty millions ; and it will be difficult to show that all

the other Christian sects united amount to a hundred and twenty millions.

Nor do we see any sign which indicates that the term of her long dominion
is approaching. She saw the commencement of all the governments and
of all the ecclesiastical establishments that now exist in the world ; and we
feel no assurance that she is not destined to see the end of them all. She
was great and respected before the Saxon had set foot on Britain, before

the Frank had passed the Rhine, when Grecian eloquence still flourished in

Antioch, when idols were still worshipped in the temple of Mecca. And
she may still exist in undiminished vigour when some traveller from New
Zealand shall, in the midst of a vast solitude, take his stand on a broken

arch of London Bridge to sketch the ruins of St Paul's.

We often hear it said that the world is constantly becoming more and
more enlightened, and that this enlightening must be favourable to Protes-

tantism, and unfavourable to Catholicism. We wish that we could think

so. But we see great reason to doubt whether this be a well-founded ex-

])Cctation. We see that during the last two hundred and fifty years the

human mind has been in the highest degree active, that it has made great

advances in every branch of natural philosophy, that it has produced in-

numerable inventions tending to promote the convenience of life, that

medicine, surgciy, chemistry, engineering, have been very greatly imjiroved,

that government, police, and law have been improved, though not to

so great an extent as the physical sciences;. Yet we see that, during these
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two hundred and fifty years, Protestantism has made no conquests worth
speaking of. Nay, we believe that, as far as tliere has' been a change, that
change has, on the whole, been in favour of the Church of Rome. We
cannot, therefore, feel confident that the progress of knowledge will neces-
sarily be fatal to a system which has, to say the least, stood its ground in

spite of the immense progress made by the human race in knowledge since
the days of Queen Kiizabeth.

Indeed the argument which we are considering, seems to us to be founded
on an entire mistake. There are branches of knowledge with respect to
which the law of the human mind is progress. In mathematics, Mhen once
a proposition has been demonstrated, it is never afterwards contested.
Ever\' fresh story is as solid a basis for a new .superstiniclure as the original

foundation was. Here, llierefurc, there is a constant addition to the stock
of tnith. In the inductive sciences again, the law is progress. Every day
furnishes new facts, and thus brings theoiy nearer and nearer to perfection.

There is no chance that either in the purely demonstrative, or in the purely
experimental sciences, the world will ever go back or even remain station-

ary. Nobody ever heard of a reaction against Taylor's theorem or of a
reaction against Harvey's doctrine of the circulation of the blood.

But with theology the case is very different. As respects natural reli-

gion,—revelation being for the present altogether left out of the question,

—

it is not easy to see that a philosopher of the present day is more favourably
situated than Thales or Simonides. He has before him just the same
evidences of design in the structure of the universe which the early Greeks
hail. We say just the same ; for the discoveries of modern astronomers
and anatomists have really added nothing to the force of that argument
which a leflecting mind finds in every beast, bird, insect, fish, leaf, flower,

and shell. The reasoning by which Socrates, in Xenophon's hearing,
confuted the little atheist Aristodemus, is exactly the reasoning of Paley's
Natural Theology. Socrates makes precisely the same use uf the statues

of Polycletus and the pictures of Zeuxis which Paley makes of the watch.
As to the other great question, the question, what becomes of man after

death, we do not see that a highly-educated European, left to his unassisted

reason, is more likely to be in the right than a Blackfoot Indian. Not a

.single one of the many sciences in which we surpass the Blackfoot Indians
throws the smallest light on the state of the soul after the animal life is

extinct. In tnith all tlie philosophers, ancient and modern, who have
attempted, without the help of revelation, to jirove the immortality of man,
from I'lato down to Eranklin, appear to us to have failed deplorably.

Then, again, all the great enigmas which peqilex the natural theologian

'

are the same in all ages. The ingenuity of a peojile just emerging from
barbarism is quite sufficient to propound them. The genius of Locke or

Clarke is ([uite unable to solve them. It is a mistake to imagine that subtle

speculations touching the Divine attributes, the origin of evil, the necessity

of human actions, the foundation of moral obligation, imjily any high degree
of intellectual culture. Such spcadations, on the contrary, are in a pecu-
liar manner the delight of intelligent children and of half-civilised men.
The number of boys is not small who, at fourteen, have thought enough on
these questions to be fully entitled to the praise which Voltaire gives to

Zadig. " II en savait ce qu'on en a su dans tons les ages ; c'est-i-dire, fort

peu de chose." TTie book of Job shows that, long before letters and arts

were known to Ionia, these vexing questions were debated with no common
skill and eloquence, under the tents of the Idumean Emirs ; nor has human
reason, in the course of three thousand years, discovered any satisfactory

solution of the riddles which perplexed Eliphaz and Zophar.

Natural theology, then, is not a progressive science. That knowletlpe of
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our origin and of our destiny which we derive from revelation is indeed of

very different clearness, and of very different importance. But neither is

revealed religion of the nature of a progressive science. All Divine truth

is, according to the doctrine of the Protestant Churches, recorded in cer-

tain books. It is equally open to all v/ho, in any age, can read those

books ; nor can all the discoveries of all the philosophers in the world add
a single verse to any of tliose books. It is plain, therefore, that in divinity

there cannot be a progress analogous to that which is constantly taking
place in pharmacy, geology, and navigation. A Christian of the fifth cen-

tury with a Bible is neither better nor worse situated than a Christian of the

nineteenth centuiy with a Bible, candour and natural acuteness being, of

course, supposed equal. It matters not at all that the compass, printing,

gimpowder, steam, gas, vaccination, and a thousand other discoveries and
inventions, which were unknown in the fifth century, are familiar to the

nineteenth. None of these discoveries and inventions has the smallest bear-

ing on the question whether man is justified by faith alone, or whether the

invocation of saints is an orthodox practice. It seems to us, therefore, that

we have no security for the future against the prevalence of any theological

error that ever has prevailed in time past among Christian men. We are

confident that the world will never go back to the solar system of Ptolemy

;

nor is our confidence in the least shaken by the circumstance, that even so

great a man as Bacon rejected the theory of Galileo with scorn ; for Bacon
had not all the means of arriving at a sound conclusion which arc Within

our reach, and which secure people who would not have been worthy to

mend his pens from falling into his mistakes. But when we reflect that Sir

Thomas More was ready to die for the doctrine of transubstantiation, we
cannot but feel some doubt whether the doctrine of transubstantiation may
not triumph over all opposition. More was a man of eminent talents. lie

had all the information on the subject that we have, or that, while the

world lasts, any human being will have. The text, "This is my body,"

was in his New Testament as it is in ours. The absurdity of the literal

interpretation was as great and as obvious in the sixteenth century as it is

now. No progress that science has made, or will make, can add to what
seems to us the overwhelming force of the argument against the real pre-

sence. We are, therefore, unable to understand why what Sir Thomas
More believed respecting transubstantiation may not be beUeved to the end

of time by men equal in abilities and honesty to Sir Thomas More. But

Sir Thomas More is one of the choice specimens of human wisdom and

virtue ; and the doctrine of transubstantiation is a kind of proof charge.
' A faith which stands that test will stand any test. The prophecies of

Brothers and the miracles of Prince Hohenlohe sink to trifles in the com-
parison.

One reservation, indeed, must be made. The books and traditions of a

sect may contain, mingled with propositions strictly theological, other pro-

positions, puii)orting to rest on the same authority, which relate to physics.

If new discoveries should throw discredit on the physical propositions,

the theological propositions, unless they can be separated from the physical

propositions, will share in that discredit. In this way, undoubtedly, the

progress of science may indirectly serve the cause of religious truth. The
Hmdoo mythology, for example, is bound up with a most absurd geography.

Every young Brahmin, therefore, who learns geography in our colleges,

learns to smile at the Hindoo mythology. If Catholicism has not suffered

to an equal degree from the Papal decision that the sun goes round the

earth, this is because all intelligent Catholics now hold, with Pascal, that,

in deciding the point at ail, the Church exceeded her powers, and was, there-

fore, justly left destitute of that supernatural assistance which, in the exer-
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cise ol her legitimate functions, the promise of her Founder authorised her

to expect.

This reservation affects not at all the truth of our proposition, that divinity,

Kroperly so called, is not a progressive science. A very common know-
idge of history, a very little observation of life, will suffice to prove that

no learning, no sagacity, affords a security against the greatest errors on
subjects relating to the' invisible world. Bayle and Chillingworth, two of

the most sceptical of mankind, turned Catholics from sincere conviction.

Johnson, incredulous on all other points, was a ready believer in miracle.":

and apparitions. He would not beUeve in Ossian ; but he was willing to

believe in the second sight. He would not believe in the earthquake of

Lisbon ; but he was willing to believe in the Cock Lane ghost.

— For these reasons we have ceased to wonder at any vagaries of super-

stition. We have seen men, not of mean intellect or neglected education,

but qualified by their talents and acquirements to attain eminence either

in active or speculative pursuits, well-read scholars, expert logicians, keen

observers of life and manners, prophesying, interpreting, talking unknown
tongiies, working miraculous cures, coming down with messages from (iod

to the House of Commons. We have seen an old woman, with no talents

beyond the cunning of a fortune-teller, and with the education of a scullion,

exalted into a prophetess, and surrounde<l by tens of thousands of devoted

followers, many of whom were, in station and knowledge, immeasurably

her superiors ; and all this in the nineteenth century ; and all tliis in Lon-
don. Yet why not? For of the dealings of God with man no more has

been revealed to the nineteenth centur}' than to the first, or to London than

to the \vildest parish in the Hebrides. It is true that, in those things which

concern this life and this world, man constantly becomes wiser and wiser.

Hut it is no less true that, as respects a higher power and a future state,

man, in the language of Goethe's scoffing fiend,

" Bleibt stets von gleichcm Schlag,

Und ir,t so wunderlich als wie am ersten Tag."

The history of Catholicism strikingly illustrates these observations.

During the last seven centuries the public mind of Europe has made con-

stant progress in every department of secular knowledge. But in religion

we can trace no constant progress. The ecclesiastical history of that long

period is a history of movement to and fro. Four times, since the authority

of the Church of Rome was established in Western Christendom, has the

human intellect risen up against her yoke. Twice that Church remained

completely victorious. Twice she came forth from the conflict bearing.the

marks of cruel wounds, but with the principle of life still strong within her.

When we reflect on the tremendous assaults which she has survived, we
iind it difficult to conceive in what way she is to peri.sh.

The first of these insurrections broke out in the region where the beautiful

language of Oc was spoken. That country, singularly favoured by nature,

was, in the twelfth centur\', the most flourishing and civilised portion of

Western F^urope. It was in nowise a part of France. It had a distinct poli-

tical existence, a distinct national character, distinct u.sages, and a distinct

speech. The soil was fruitful and well cultivated ; and amidst the corn-fields

uid vineyards arose many rich cities, each of which was a little republic

;

md many stately castles, each of which contained a miniature of an imperial

<.ourt. It was there that the spirit of chivalry first laitl aside its terrors, first

took a humane and graceful form, first appeared as the inseparable .a.ssociate

of art and literature, of courtesy and love. The other vernacular dialects

which, since the fifth centur)', had sprung up in the ancient provinces of the

Roman empire, were still nide and imperfect. TTie sweet Tuscan, the rich

and energetic English, were abandoned to artisans and shepherds. No clerk
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had ever condescended to use such barbarous jargon for the teaching of science,

for llie recording of great events, or for the painting of life and manners.

But the language of Provence was already the language of the learned and
polite, and was employed by numerous writers, studious of all the arts of

composition and versification. A literature rich in ballads, in war-songs, in

satire, and, above all, in amatory poetry, amused the leisure of the knights

and ladies whose fortified mansions adorned the banks of the Rhone and
Garonne. With civilisation had come freedom of thought. Use had taken

away the horror with which misbelievers were elsewhere regarded. No Nor-
man or Breton ever saw a Mussulman, except to give and receive blows on
some Syrian field of battle. But the people of the rich countries which lay

under the Pyrenees lived in habits of courteous and profitable intercourse

with the Moorish kingdoms of Spain ; and gave a hospitable welcome to

skilful leeches and mathematicians who, in the schools of Cordova and
Granada, had became versed in all the learning of the Arabians. The Greek,

still preserving, in the midst of political degradation, the ready wit and the

inquiring spirit of his fathers, still able to read the most perfect of human
compositions, still speaking the most powerful and flexible of human lan-

guages, brought to the marts of Narl:)onne and Toulouse, together with the

dnigs and .silks of remote climates, bold and subtle theories long unknown
to the ignorant and credulous West. The Paulician theology, a theology in

' which, as it should seem, many of the doctrines of the modern Calvinists were
mingled with some doctrines derived from the ancient Manichees, spread

rapidly through Provence and Languedoc: " The "c!ef|Jjr~of~rlTe' Catholic

Church were regarded with loathing and contempt. " Viler than a priest,"

'I would as soon be a priest," became proverbial expressions. The Papacy
6ad lost all authority with all classes, from the great feudal princes down to

the cultivators of the soil.

The danger to the hierarchy was indeed formidable. Only one transalpine

nation had emerged from barbarism ; and that nation had thrown off all re-

spect for Rome. Only one of the vernacular languages of Europ)e had yet

been extensively employed for literaiy purposes ; and that language was a

machine in the hands of heretics. The geographical position of the sectaries

made the danger peculiarly formidable. They occupied a central region com-
municating directly with France, with Italy, and with Spain. The provinces

which were still untainted were separated from each other by this infected

district. Under these circumstances, it seemed probable that a single genera-

tion would suffice to spread the reformed doctrine to Lisbon, to London,
and to Naples. But this was not to be. Rome cried for help k) the warriors

of northern France. She appealed at once to their superstition and to their

cupidity. To the devout believers she promised pardons as ample as tho.sc

with which she had rewarded the deliverers of the Holy Sepulchre. To the

rapacious and profligate she offered the plunder of fertile plains and wealthy
cities. Unhappily, the ingenious and polished inhabitants of the Langue-
docian provinces were far better qualified to enrich and embellish their

country than to defend it. Eminent in the arts of peace, unrivalled in the
" gay science," elevated above many vulgar superstitions, they wanted that

iron courage, and that skill in martial exercises, M'hich distinguished the

chivalry of the region beyond the Loire, and were ill-fated to face enemies

who, in every country from Ireland to Palestine, had been victorious against

ten-fold odds. A war, distinguished even among wars of religion by its

merciless atrocity, destroyed the Albigensian heresy, and with that heresy

the prosperity, the civilisation, the literature, the national existence, of what
was once the most opulent and enlightened part of the great European family.

Rome, in the mean time, warned by that fearful danger from which the ex-

terminating swords of her cmsaders had narrowly saved her, proceeded to
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revise and to strenglhen her whole system of polity. At tliis period were

instituted the Order of P'rancis, the Order of Dominic, the Tribunal of the

Inquisition. The new spiritual police was every wliere. No alley in a great

city, no hamlet on a reninte mountain, was unvisited by the begging friar. The
simple Catholic, who was content to be no wiser than his fathers, found,

wherever he turned, a friendly voice to encourage liim. The path of the

heretic was be^et by innumerable spies ; and the Church, lately in danger of

utter subversion, now ai>pcared to be impregnably fortified by the love, the

reverence, and the terror of mankind.

A century and a half i>a>sed away ; and then came the second great rising

up of the human intellect against the spiritual domination of Rome. During

the two generations which followed the Albigensian crusade, the ])ower of

the Papacy had been at the height. Frederic the Second, the ablest and

most accomplished of the long line of German Caesars, had in vain exhausted

all the resources of military and political skill in the attempt to defend the

rights of the civil power against the encroachments ot the Church. The
vengeance of the priesthood had pursueil his house to the third generation.

Manfred had perished on the field of battle, Conradin on the scaflold. Then
a turn took place. The secular authority, long unduly depressed, regained

the ascendant with startling rapidity. The change is doubtless to be ascribed

chiefly to the general disgust excited by the way in which the Church had
abused its power and its success. But something must be attributed to the

character and situation of individuals. The man who bore the chief part

in effecting this revolution was Philip the Fourth of France, surnamed the

Beautiful, a despot by position, a despot by temperament, stern, implacable,

and unscrupulous, equally prepared for violence and for chicanery, and sur-

rounded by a devoted band of men of the sword and of men of law. The
fiercest and most high-minded of the Roman Pontiffs, while bestowing king-

doms and citing great princes to his judgment-seat, was seized in his palace

by armed men, and so foully outraged that he died mad with rage and terror.

'• Thus," sang the great Fioientine poet, " was Christ, in the person of his

vicar, a second time seized by nifl'ians, a second time mocked, a second time

drenched with the vinegar and the gall." The seat of the Papal court was

carried bevond the Alps, and the Bishops of Rome became dependents of

Fiance. Ihen came the great schism of the West. Two Popes, each with

a doubtful title, made all Europe ring with their mutual invectives and ana-

themas. Rome cried out against the corruptions of Avignon ; and Avignon,

with equal justice, recriminated on Rome. The plain Christian jjeople,

brought up in the belief that it was a sacred duty to be in communion with

the head of the Church, were unable to discover, amidst conflicting testi-

monies and conflicting arguments, to which of the two worthless priests who
were cursing and revding each other, the headship of the Church rightfully

belonged. It was neariy at this juncture that the voice of John Wickliffe

began to make itself heard. The public mind of England was soon stirred

to its inmost depths ; and the influence of the new doctrines was soon felt,

even in the distant kingdom of Bohemia. In Bohemia, indeed, there had

long been a predisposition to heresy. Merchants from the Lower Danube

were often seen in the fairs of Prague ; and the Lower Danube was peculiarly

the seat of the Paulician theology. The Church, torn by schism, and fiercely

assailed at once in England and in the German empire, was in a situation

scarcelv less perilous than at the crisis which preceded the Albigensian crusade.

But this danger also passed by. The civil power gave its strenuous sup-

port to the Church ; and the Church made some show of reforming itself.

The council of Constance put an end to the schism. The whole Catholic

worid was again united under a single chief ; and rules were laid down which

seemed to make it improbable that the power of that chief would bg grossly
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abused. The most distinguished teachers of the new doctrine were slaugh-
tered. The English government put down the Lollards with merciless
rigour ; and, in the next generation, scarcely one trace of the second great
revolt against the Pai:)acy could be found, except among the rude population
of the mountains of Bohemia.

Another century went by ; and then began the third and the most memor-
able struggle for spiritual freedom. The times were changed. The great

remains of Athenian and Roman genius were studied by thousands. The
Church had no longer a monopoly of learning. The powers of the modem
languages had at length been developed. The invention of printing had
given new facilities to the intercourse of mind with mind. With such

auspices commenced the great Reformation.

We will attempt to lay before our readers, in a short compass, what
appears to us to be the real history of the contest which began with the

preaching of Luther against the Indulgences, and which may, in one sense,

be said to have been terminated, a hundred and tliirty years later, by the

treaty of Westphalia.

_ In the northern parts of Europe, the victory of Protestantism was rapid and
decisive. The dominion of the Papacy was felt by the nations of Teutonic
blood as the dominion of Italians, of foreigners, of men who were aliens in

language, manners, and intellectual constitution. The large jurisdiction

exercised by the spiritual tribunals of Rome seemed to be a degrading badge
of servitude. The sums which, under a thousand pretexts, were exacted by
a distant court, were regarded both as a humiliating and as a ruinous tribute.

The character of that court excited the scorn and disgust of a grave, earnest,

sincere, and devout people. The new theology spread with a rapidity never

known before. All ranks, all varieties of character, joined the ranks of the

innovators. Sovereigns impatient to appropriate to themselves the preroga-

tives of the Pope, nobles desirous to share the plunder of abbeys, suitors

exasperated by the extortions of the Roman Camera, patriots impatient of

a foreign rule, good men scandalized by the corruptions of the Church, bad
men desirous of the license inseparable from great moral revolutions, wise
men eager in the pursuit of truth, weak men allured by the glitter of novelty,

all were found on one side. Alone among the northern nations the Irish

adhered to the ancient faith : and the cause of this seems to have been that

the national feeling which, in happier countries, was directed against Rome,
was in Ireland directed against England. In fifty years from the day on
which Luther publicly renounced communion with the Papacy, and burned
the bull of Leo before the gates of Wittenberg, Protestantism attained its

highest ascendency, an ascendency which it soon lost, and which it has
never regained. Hundreds, who could well remember Brother Martin a

devout Catliolic, lived to see the revolution of whicli he was the chief author,

victorious in half the states of Europe. In England, Scotland, Denmark,
Sweden, Livonia, Prussia, Saxony, Hesse, Wurlemburg, the Palatinate, 'n

several cantons of Switzerland, in the Northern Netherlands, the Refonna-
tion had completely triumphed ; and in all the other countries on this side

of the Alps and the Pyrenees, it seemed on the point of triumphing.

But while this mighty work was proceeding in the north of Europe, a
revolution of a very different kind had taken place in the south. The
temper of Italy and Spain was widely different from that of Germany and
England. As the national feeling of the Teutonic nations impelled them to

throw off the Italian supremacy, so the national feeling of the Italians im-
pelled them to resist any change which might deprive their country of the
honours and advantages which she enjoyed as the seat of the government of

the Universal Church. It was in Italy that the tributes were spent of which
foreign nations so bitterly complained. It was to adorn Italy that the traffic
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in Indulgences had been carried to that scandalous excess which had roused

the indignation of Luther. There was anionj^ the Italians both much piety

and much impiety ; but, with very few exceptions, neither the piety nor the

impiety took the turn of Protestantism. The religious Italians desired a

reform of morals and discipline, but not a reform of doctrine, and least of

all a sc*»ism. The irreligious Italians simply disbelieved Christianity, with-

out hating it. They looked at it as artists or as statesmen ; and, so looking

at it, tiiey liked it better in the established form than in any other. It was

to them what the old Tagan worship was to Trajan and Pliny. Neither the

spirit of .Savanarola nor the spirit of Machiavelli had any thing in common
with the spirit of the religious or political Protestants of the North.

Spain again was, with respect to the Catholic Church, in a situation very

different from that of the Teutonic nations. Italy was, in fact, a part of the

empire of Charles the Fifth ; and the court of Rome was, on many im-

portant occasions, his tool. He had not, therefore, like the distant princes

of the Noith, a strong selfish motive for attacking the Papacy. In fact, the

very measures which provoked the Sovereign of England to renounce all

connection with Rome were dictated by the Sovereign of Spain. The feeling

of the Spanish people concurred with the interest of the Spanish govern-

ment. The attachment of the Casiilian to the faith of bis ancestors was
j.eculiarly strong and ardent. ^Vilh that faith were inseparably bound up
the institutions, the independence, and the glory of his country. Between

the day when the last Gothic king was vanquished on the banks of the

Xeres, and the day when Ferdinand and Isaljella entered Granada in triumph,

near eight hundred years had elapsed ; and during those years the Spanish

nation had been eng.iged in a desperate struggle against misbelievers. The
Crusades had been merely an episode in the hio ory of other nations. The
existence of Spain had been one long Crusade. After fighting Mussulmans
in the (31d World, she began to fight heathens in the New. It was under

the authority of a Papal bull that her children steered into unknown seas.

It was under the standard of the cross that they marched fearlessly into the

heart of great kingdoms. It was with the cry of "St James for Spain,"

that they charged armies which outnumbered them a hundredfold. And
men said that the Saint had heard the call, and had himself, in arms, on a

grey war-horse, led the onset before which the worshippers of false gods had
given way. After the battle, every excess of rapacity or cruelty was suffi-

ciently vindicated by the plea that the sufferers were unbaptized. Avarice

stimulated zeal. Zeal consecrated avarice. Proselytes and gold mines were
sought with equal ardour. In the very year in which the Saxons, maddened
by the exactions of Rome, broke loose from her yoke, the Spaniards, under
the authority of Rome, made themselves masters of the empire and of the

treasures of Montezuma. Thus Catholicism which, in the public mind of

Northern Europe, was associated with spoliation and oppression, was in tlie

public mind of Spain associated with Uberty, victory, dominion, wealth,

and glory.

It is not, therefore, strange that the effect of the great outbreak of Pro-

testantism in one part of Christendom should have been to produce an
equally violent outbreak of Catholic zeal in another. Two reformations

were pushed on at once with equal energy and effect, a reformation of doc-

trine in the North, a reformation of manners and discipline in the South.

In the course of a single generation, the whole spirit of the Church of Rome
underwent a change. From the halls of the Vatican to the most secluded

hermitage of the Apennines, the great revival was every where felt and seen.

All the institutions anciently devised for the propagation and defence of the

faith were furbi.shed up and made efficient. Fresh engines of still more for-

midable power were constructed. Every where old religious communities
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were remodelled and new religious communities called into existence.

Within a year after the death of Leo, the order of Camaldoli was purified.

The Capuchins restored the old Franciscan discipline, the midnight prayer

and the life of silence. The Baniabites and the society of Somasca devoted
themselves to the relief and education of the poor. To the Theatine order

a still higher interest belongs. Its great object was the same withrthat of

our early Methodists, namely to supply the deficiencies of the parochial

clergy. The Church of Rome, wiser than the Church of England, gave every

countenance to the good work. The members of the new brotherhood
preadied to great multitudes in the streets and in the fields, prayed by the

beds of the sick, and administered the last sacraments to the dying. Fore-
most among them in zeal and devotion was Gian Pietro Caraffa, afterwards

Pope Paul the Fourth. In the convent of the Theatines at Venice, under
the eye of Carafla, a Spanish gentleman took up his abode, tended the poor
in the hospitals, went about in rags, starved himself almost to death, and
often sallied into the streets, mounted on stones, and, waving his hat to in-

vite the passers-by, began to preach in a strange jargon of mingled Castilian

and Tuscan. The Theatines were among the most zealous and rigid of

,
men ; but to this enthusiastic neophyte their discipline seemed lax, and their

movements sluggish ; for his own mind, naturally passionate and imaginative,

had passed through a training which had given to all its peculiarities a mor-
bid intensity and energ}'. In his early life he had been the very prototype

of the hero of Cervantes. The single study of the young Hidalgo had been
chivalrous romance ; and his existence had been one gorgeous day-dream of

princesses rescued and infidels subdued. Me had chosen a Uulcinea, " no
countess, no duchess,"—^these are his own words,—" but one of far higher

.station ;" and he flattered himself with the hope of laying at her feet the

keys of Moorish castles and the jewelled turbans of Asiatic kings. In the
midst of these visions of martial glory and prosperous love, a severe wound
stretched him on a bed of sickness. His constitution was shattered and he
was doomed to be a cripple for life. The palm of strength, grace, and skill

in knightly exercises, was no longer for him. He could no longer hope to

strike down gigantic soldans, or to find favour in the sight of beautiful

women. A new vision then arose in his mind, and mingled itself v/ith his

old delusions in a manner which to most Englishmen must seem singular,

but which those who know how close was the union between religion and
chiv.alry in Spain will be at no loss to understand. He would still.be a

soldier ; he would still be a knight errant ; but the soldier and knight errant

of the spouse of Christ. He would smite the Great Red Dragon. He would
be the champion of the Woman clothed with the Sun. He would break

the charm under M'hich false prophets held the souls of men in bondage.
His restless spirit led him to the Syrian deserts, and to the chapel of the

Holy Sepulchre. Thence he wandered back to the farthest West, and
astonished the convents of Spain and the schools of France by his penances
and vigils. The same lively imagination which had been employed in pic-

turing the tumult of unreal battles, and the charms of unreal queens, now
peopled his solitude with saints and angels. The Holy Virgin descended
to commune with him. He saw the Saviour face to face with the eye of

flesh. Even those mysteries of religion which are the hardest trial of faith

were in his case palpable to sight. It is difficult to relate without a pitying

smile that, in the sacrifice of the mass, he saw transubstantiation take place,

and that as he stood praying on the steps of St Dominic, he saw the Trinity

in Unity, and wept aloud with joy and wonder. Such was the celebjated

Ignatius Loyola, who, in the gieat Catholic reaction, bore the same part

which Luther bore in the great Protestant movement.
Dissatisfied with the system of the Theatines, the enthusiastic Spaniard
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turned his face towards'Rome. Poor, obscure, without a patron, without

recommendations, ho entered the city whore now two princely temples,

rich with painting and many-coloured marble, commemorate his great ser-

vices to the Church ; where bis fonn stands sculi^ured in massive silver
;

where his Ixmes, enshrined amidst jewels, are placed buneath the altar of

God. His activity and zeal bore down all opposition; and under his rule

the order of Jesuits began to exist, and grew rapidly to the full measure of

his gigantic powers. \Vith what vehemence, with what policy, with what
exact discipline, with what dauntless courage, with what self-denial, with

what foi]^etfulness of the dearest private ties, with what intense and stubborn

devotion to a single end, with what unscnipulous laxity and versatility in

the choice of means, the Jesuits fought the battle of their church, is written

in every- page of the annals of Europe during several generations. In the

order of Jesus was concentrated the quintessence of#he Catholic spirit ; and
the history of the order of Jesus is the history of the great Catholic reaction.

That order possessed itself at once of all the strongholds which command
the public mind, of the pulpit, of the press, of the confessional, of the

academies. Wherever the Jesuit preached, the church was too small for

the audience. The name of Jesuit on a title-page secured the circulation of

a lx)ok. It was in the ears of the Jesuit that the powerful, the noble, and
the beautiful, breathed the secret history of their lives. It was at the feet

of the Jesuit that the youth of the higher and middle classes were brought

up from childhood to manhood, from the first rudiments to the courses of

rhetoric and philosophy. Literature and science, lately associated with in-

fidelity or with heresy, now became the allies of orthodoxy. Dominant in

the South of Europe, the great order soon went forth conquering and to

conquer. In spite of oceans and deserts, of hunger and pestilence, of spies

and penal laws, of dungeons and racks, of gibbets and quartering-blocks,

Jesuits were to be found under ever)- disguise, and in ever)- countiy ; scholars,

physicians, merchants, serving-men ; in the hostile court of Sweden, in the

old manor-houses of Cheshire, among the hovels of Connaught ; arguing,

instructing, consoling, stealing away the hearts of the young, animating the

courage of the timid, holding up the crucifix before the eyes of the dying.

Nor was it less their office to plot against the thrones and lives of apostate

kings, to spread evil rumours, to raise tumults, to inflame civil wars, to arm
the hand of the assassin. Inflexible in nothing but in their fidelity to the

Church, they were equally ready to appeal in her cause to the spirit of

loyalty and to the spirit of freedom. Extreme doctrines of obedience and
extreme doctrines of liberty, the right of rulers to misgovern the people, the

right of every one of the people to plunge his knife in the heart of a bad
ruler, were inculcated by the same man, according as he addressed himself

to the subject of Philip or to the subject of Elizabeth. Some described these

divines as the most rigid, others as the most imlulgentof spiritual directors.

And both descriptions were correct. The truly devout listened with awe to

the high and saintly morality of the Jesuit. Tlie gay cavalier who had run

his rival through the body, the frail beauty who had forgotten her marriage-

vow, found in the Jesuit an easy well-bred man of the world, who knew how
to make allowance for the little irregularities of people of fashion. The con-

fessor was strict or lax, according to the temper of the penitent. His first

object was to drive no person out of the pale of the Church. Since there

were bad people, it was better that they should be bad Catholics than bad

Protestants. If a person was so unfortunate xs to be a bravo, a libertine,

or a gambler, that was no reason for making him a heretic too.

The Old World was not wide enough for this strange activity. The Jesuits

invaded all the countries which the great maritime discoveries of the precetl-

ing age had laid open to European enterprise. They were to be foimd in the
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depths of the Peruvian mines, at the marts of the African slave-caravans, on
the shores of the Spice Islands, in the observatories of China. They made
converts in regions which neither avarice nor curiosity had tempted any of

their countrymen to enter ; and preached and disputed in tong^aes of which
no other native of the West understood a word.
- The spirit which appeared so eminently in this order animated the whole
Catholic world. The Court of Rome itself was purified. Durmg the genera-

tion which preceded the Reformation, that court had been a scandal to the

Christian name. Its annals are black with treason, murder, and incest. Even
its more respectable members were utterly unfit to be ministers of religion.

They were men like Leo the Tenth ; men who, with the Latinity of the

Augustan age, had acquired its atheistical and scoffing spirit. They regarded
those Christian mysteries, of which they were stewards, just as the'Augur
Cicero and the Pontife^ Maximus Cassar regarded the Sibylline books and
the pecking of the sacred chickens. Among themselves, they spoke of the

Incarnation, the Eucharist, and the Trinity, in the same tone in which Cotta
and Velleius talked of the oracle of Delphi or the voice of Eaunus in the

mountains. Their years glided by in a soft dream of sensual and intellectual

voluptuousness. Choice cookery, delicious wines, lovely women, hounds,
falcons, horses, newly-discovered manuscripts of the classics, .sonnets and bur-

lesque romances in the sweetest Tuscan, just as licentious as a fine sense of

the graceful would permit, plate from the hand of Benvenuto, designs for

palaces by Michael Angelo, frescoes by Raphael, busts, mosaics, and gems
just dug up from among the ruins of ancient temples and villas, these things

were the delight and even the serious business of their lives. Letters and
the fine arts undoubtedly owe much to this not inelegant sloth. But when
the great stirring of the mind of Europe began, when doctrine after doctrine

was assailed, when nation after nation withdrew from communion with the

successor of St Peter, it was felt that the Church could not be safely confided

to chiefs whose highest praise was that they were good judges of Latin com-
positions, of paintings, and of statues, whose severest studies had a pagan
character, and who were suspected of laughing in secret at the sacraments

which they administered, and of believing no more of the Gospel than of the

Morganie Maggiore. Men of a verj' different class now rose to the direction

of ecclesiastical affairs, men whose spirit resembled that of Dunstan and of

Becket. The Roman Pontiffs exhibited in their own persons all the austerity

of the early anchorites of Syria. Paul the Eourth brought to the Papal throne

the same fervent zeal which had carried him into the Theatine convent. Pius

the Fifth, under his gorgeous vestments, wore day and night the hair-shirt

of a simple friar, walked barefoot in the streets at the head of processions,

found, even in the midst of his most pressing avocations, time for private

prayer, often regretted that the public duties of his station were unfavour-

able to growth in holiness, and edified his flock by innumerable instances of

humility, charity, and forgiveness of personal injuries, while, at the same time,

he upheld the authority of his see, and the unadulterated doctrines of his

Church, with all the stubbornness and vehemence of Hildebrand. Gregory
the Thirteenth exerted himself not only to imitate but to surpass Pius in the

severe virtues of his sacred profession. As was the head, such were the mem-
bers. The change in the spirit of the Catholic world may be traced in every

walk of literature and of art. It will be at once perceived by every person

who compares the poem of Tasso with that of Ariosto, or the monuments
of Sixtus the Fifth with those of Leo the Tenth.

But it was not on moral influence alone that the Catholic Church relied.

The civil sword in Spain and Italy was unsparingly employed in her support.

The Inquisition was armed with new powers and inspired with a new energy.

If Protestantism, or the semblance of Protestantism, showed itself in any
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quarter, it was instantly met, not by petty, teasing persecution, but by per-

secution of that sort which bows down and crushes all but a very few select

spirits. Whoever was suspected of heresy, whatever his rank, his learning,

or his reputation, knew that he must purge himself to the satisfaction of a

severe and vigilant tribunal, or die by fire. Heretical books were sought out

and destroyed with similar rigour. \Vorks which were once in every house

were so efTcclually supprcsscil that no copy of them is now to be found in the

most extensive libraries. One book in particular, entitled " Uf the Benefits

of the Death of Christ," had this fate. It was written in Tuscan, was many times

reprinteii, and was eagerly read in every part of Italy. But the incjui^itors

detected in it the Lutheran doctrine of justification by faith alone. They pro-

scribed it ; and it is now as hopelessly lost as the second decade of Livy.

Thus, while the Protestant reformation proceeded rapidly at one e.xtremity

of Europe, the Catholic revival went on as rapidly at the other. About half

a century after the great separation, there were throughout the North Pro-

testant governments and Protestant nations. In the South were governments

and nations actuated by the most intense zeal for the ancient churcli. Between
these two hostile regions lay, morally as well as geographically, a great debat-

able land. In France, Belgium, Southern Germany, Hungary, and Poland,

the contest was still undecided. The governments of those countries had not

renounced their connection with Rome ; but the Protestants were numerous,

powerful, bold, and active. In France, they formed a commonwealth within

the realm, held fortresses, were able to bring great armies into the field, and
had treated with their sovereign on terms of equality. In Poland, the King
was still a Catholic ; but the Protestants had the upper hand in tlie Diet,

filled the chief oftices in the administration, and, in the large towns, took

possession of the parish churches. "It appeared," says the Papal nuncio,
" that in Poland, Protestantism would completely supersede Catholicism."

In Bavaria, the slate of things was nearly the same. The Protestants had a

majority in the Assembly of the States, and demanded from the duke con-

cessions in favour of their religion, as the price of their subsidies. In Tran-

sylvania, the House of Austria was unaljle to prevent the Diet from confis-

cating, by one sweeping decree, the estates of the Church. In Austria Proper

it was generally said that only one thirtieth part of the population could be

counted on as good Catholics. In Belgium the adherents of the new opinions

were reckoned by hundreds of thousands.

The history of the two succeeding generations is the history of the struggle

between Protestantism possessed of the North of Europe, and Catholicism

possessed of the South, for the doubtful territory which lay between. All

the weapons of carnal and of spiritual warfare were employed. Both sides

may boast of great talents and of great virtues. Both have to blush for many
follies and crimes. At first, the chances seemed to be decidedly in favour of

Protestantism ; but the victory remained with the Church of Rome. On
every point she was successful. If we overleap another half century, we find

her victorious and dominant in France, Belgium, Bavaria, Bohemia, Austria,

Poland, and Hungary. Nur has Protestantism, in the course of two hun-

dred years, been able to reconquer any portion of what was then lost.

It is, moreover, not to be dissembled that this triumph of the Papacy is

to be chiefly attributed, not to the force of arms, but to a great reflu.x in

public opinion. During the first half century after the commencement of

the Reformation, the current of feelmg, in the countries on this side of the

Alps and of the Pyrenees, ran impetuously towards the new doctrines.

Then the tide turned, and rushed as fiercely in the opposite direction.

Neither during the one period, nor during the other, did much depend upon
the event of battles or sieges. The Protestant movement was hardly checked

for an instant by the defeat at Muhll^crtr. The Catholic reaction went on at
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full speed in spite of the destraction of the Armada. It is difificult to say

whether the violence of the first blow or of the recoil was the greater. Fifty

years after the Lutheran separation, Catholicism could scarcely maintain

itself on the shores of the Mediterranean. A hundred years after the separa-

tion, Protestantism could scarcely maintain itself on the shores of the Baltic.

The causes of this memorable turn in human affairs well deserve to be
investigated.

The contest between the two parties bore some resemblance to the fenc-

ing-match in Shakspeare; "Laertes wounds Hamlet; then, in scuffling,

they change rapiers, and Hamlet wounds Laertes." The war between

Luther and Leo was a war between firm faith and unbelief, between zeal

and apa:thy, between energy and indolence, between seriousness and fri-

volity, between a pure morality and vice. Very different was the war which
degenerate Protestantism had to wage against regenerate Catholicism. To
the debauchees, the poisoners, the atheists, who had worn the tiara during

the generation which preceded the Reformation, had succeeded Popes who,

in religious fervour and severe sanctity of manners, might bear a comparison

with Cyprian or Ambrose. The order of Jesuits alone could show many
men not inferior in sincerity, constancy, courage, and austerity of life, to the

apostles of the Refomiation. But, while danger had thus called forth in

the bosom of the Church of Rome many of the highest qualities of the Re-

formers, the Reformers had contracted some of the corruptions which had

been justly censured in the Church of Rome. They had become lukewarm
and v.'orldly. Their great old leaders had been borne to the giave, and had

left no successors. Among the Protestant princes there was little or no

hearty Protestant feeling. Elizabeth herself was a Protestant rather from

policy than from firm conviction. James the First, in order to effect his

favourite object of marrying his son into one of the great continental houses,

was ready to make immense concessions to Rome, and even to admit a

modified primacy in the Pope. Henry the Fourth twice abjured the re-

formed doctrines from interested motives. The Elector of Saxony, the

natural head of the Protestant party in Germany, submitted to become, at

the most important crisis of the struggle, a tool in the hands of the Papists.

Among the Catholic sovereigns, on the other hand, we find a religious zeal

often amounting to fanaticism. Philip the Second was a Papist in a very

different sense from that in which Elizabeth was a Protestant. Maximilian

of Bavaria, brought up under the teaching of the Jesuits, was a fervent

missionaiy wielding the powers of a prince. The Emperor Ferdinand the

Second deliberately put his throne to hazard over and over again, rather

than make the smallest concession to the spirit of religious innovation.

Sigismund of Sweden lost a crown which he might have preserved if he

would have renounced the Catholic faith. In short, every where on the

Protestant side we see languor ; every where on the Catholic side we see

ardour and devotion.

Not only was there, at this time, a much more intense zeal among the

Catholics than among the Protestants ; but the whole zeal of the Catholics

was directed against the Protestants, while almost the whole zeal of the

Protestants was directed against each other. Within the Catholic Church

there were no serious disputes on points of doctrine. The decisions of the

Council of Trent were received ; and the Jansenian controversy had not yet

arisen. The whole force of Rome was, therefore, effective for the purpose

of carrying on the war against the Reformation. On the other hand, the

force which ought to have fought the battle of the Reformation was ex-

hausted in civil conflict. While Jesuit preachers, Jesuit confessors, Jesuit

teachers of youth, overspread Europe, eager to expend every faculty of their

minds and every drop of their blood in the cause of their Church, Proleir
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tant doctors were confuting, and Protestant rulers were punibhing, sectaries

who were just as good Protestants as themselves ;

Cumque superba foret Babylon spolianda tropxis,

Bella geri placuil nullos habicura triumphos."

In the Palatinate, a Calvinistic prince persecuted the Lutherans. In

Saxony, a Lutheran prince persecuted the Calvinists. Ever}- botly who
objected to any of the articles of the Confession of Augsburg was banished

from Sweden. In Scotland, Melville was disputing with other Protestants

on questions of ecclesiastical government. In England, the gaols were filled

with men who, though zealous for the Reformation, did not exactly agree

with the Court on all points of discipline and doctrine. Some were perse-

cuted for denying the tenet of reprobation ; some for not wearing surjilices.

The Irish people might at that time have been, in all probability, reclaimed

from Popery, at the expense of half the zeal and activity which Whitgift

employed in oppressing Puritans, and Martin Marprelate in reviling bishops.

As the Catholics in zeal and in union had a great advantage over the Pro-

testants, so had they also an infinitely superior organization. In truth

Protestantism, for aggressive purposes, had no organization at all. The
Reformed Churches were mere national Churches. The Church of England

existed for England alone. It was an institution as purely local as the

Court of Common Pleas, and was utterly without any machinery for foreign

operations. The Church of Scotland, in the same manner, existed for

Scotland alone. The operations of the Catholic Church, on the other hand,

took in the whole world. Nobody at Laml)eth or at Edinburgh troubled

himself about what was doing in Poland or Bavaria. ^But Cracow and

Munich were at Rome objects of as much interest as the purlieus of St John
Lateran. Our island, the head of the Protestant interest, did not send out

a single missionary or a single instructor of youth to the scene of the great

spiritual war. Not a single seminary was established here for the purpose

of furnishing a supply of such persons to foreign countries. On tiie other

hand, Gemiany, Hungary, and Poland were filled with able and active

Catholic emissaries of Spanish or Italian birth ; and colleges for the instruc-

tion of the northern youth were founded at Rome. The spiritual force of

Protestantism was a mere local militia, which might be useful in case of an

invasion, but could not V»e sent abroad, and could therefore make no con-

quests. Rome had such a local militia ; but she had also a force disposable

at a moment's notice for foreign service, however dangerous or disagieeable.

If it was thought at headquarters that a Jesuit at Palermo was qualified by

his talents and character to withstand the Reformers in Lithuania, the order

was instantly given and instantly obeyed. In a month, the faithful servant

iif the Church was preaching, catechising, confessing, beyond the Niemen.

It is impossible to deny that the polity of the Church of Rome is the

very master-piece of human wisdom. In truth, nothing but such a polity

could, against such assaults, have borne up such doctrines. The experience

of twelve hundred eventful years, the ingenuity and patient care of forty

generations of statesmen, have improved that polity to such perfection, that,

among the contrivances which have been devised for deceiving and control-

Ung mankind, it occupies the highest place. The stronger our conviction

that reason and scripture were <lecidedly on the side of Protestantism, the

greater is the reluctant admiration with which we regard that system of

tactics against which reason and scripture were arrayed in vain.

Jf we went al large into this most interesting subject we .should fill volumes.

We will, therefore, at present advert to only one important part of the policy

of the Church of Rome. She thoroughly understands, what no other church

has ever understood, how to deal with enthusiasts. In some sects, particu-

larly in iixfant sects, enthusiasm is suffered to be rampant. In other sects,
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particularly in sects long established and richly endowed, it is regarded with

aversion. The Catholic Church neither submits to enthusiasm nor proscribes

it, but uses it. She considers it as a great mo\'ing force which in itself, like

the muscular power of a fine horse, is neither good nor evil, but which may
be so directed as to produce great good or great evil ; and she assumes the

direction to herself. It would be absurd to run down a horse like a wolf.

It would be still more absurd to let him run wild, breaking fences, and
trampling down passengers. The rational course is to subjugate his will

without impairing his vigour, to teach him to obey the rein, and then to urge

him to full speed. When once he knows his master, he is valuable in pro-

.portion to his strength and spirit. Just such has been the system of the

Church of Rome with regard to enthusiasts. She knows that, when reli-

gious feelings have obtained the complete empire of the mind, they impart a

strange energy, that they raise men above the dominion of pain and pleasure,

that obloquy becomes glory, that death itself is contemplated only as the

beginning of a higher and happier life. She knows that a person in this

state is no object of contempt. He may be vulgar, ignorant, visionary, ex-

travagant ; but he will do and suffer things which it is for her interest that

somebody should do and suffer, yet from which calm and sober-minded men
would shrink. She accordingly enlists him in her sei-vice, assigns to him
some forlorn hope, in which intrepidity and impetuosity are more wanted
than judgment and self-command, and sends him forth with her benedic-

tions and her applause.

In England it not unfrequently happens that a tinker or coal-heaver

hears a sermon or falls in with a tract which alarms him about th« state of

his soul. If he be a man of excitable nerves and strong imagination, he
thinks himself given o"er to the Evil Power. He doubts whether he has

not committed the unpardonable sin. He imputes every wild fancy that

springs up in his mind to the whisper of a fiend. His sleep is broken by
dreams of the great judgment-seat, the open books, and the unquenchable
fire. If, in order to e.scape from these vexing thoughts, he flies to amuse-
ment or to licentious indulgence, the delusive relief only makes his misery

darker and more hopeless. At length a turn takes place. He is reconciled

to his offended Maker. To boiTow the fine imageiy of one who had himself

been thus tried, he emerges from the Valley of the Shadow of Death, from
the dark land of gins "xnd snares, of quagmires and precipices, of evil spirits,

and ravenous beasts. The sunshine is on his path. He ascends the Delect-

able Mountains, and ratches from their summit a distant view of the shining

city which is the end of his pilgrimage. Then arises in his mind a natural

and surely not a censurable desire, to impart to others the thouglits of

which his own heart is full, to warn the carele.is, to comfort those who are

troubled in spirit. The impulse which urges him to devote his whole life to

the teaching of religion is a strong passion in the guise of a duty. He
exhorts his neighbours* ; and, if he be a man of strong parts, he often does
so with great effect. He pleads as if he were pleading for his life, with

tears, and pathetic gestures, and burning words ; and he soon finds with
delight, not perhaps wholly unmixed with the alloy of human infirmity, that

his rude eloquence rouses and melts hearers who sleep very composedly
while the rector preaches on the apostolical succession. Zeal for God, love

tor his fellow-creatures, pleasure in the exercise of his newly-discovered
powers, impel him to become a preacher. He has no quarrel with the

establishment, no objection to its formularies, its government, or its vest-

ments. He would gladly be admitted among its humblest ministers. But,

admitted or rejected, he feels that his vocation is detennined. His orders

have come down to him, not through a long and doubtful series of Arian and
Papist bishops, but direct from on high. His commission is the same that
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on the Mountain of Ascension was given to the Eleven. Nor will he, for lack

of human credentials, spare to deliver the glorious message with which he

b charged by the true Head of the Church. For a man tlius minded, there

is within the pale of the establishment no place. He ha> l)cen at no college ;

he cannot construe a Greek author or write a Latin theme ; and he is told

that, if he remains in the communion of the Church, he must do so as a

hearer, and that, if he is resolved to be a teacher, he must begin by being a

schismatic. His choice is soon made. He harangues on Tower Hill or in

Smithlield. A congregation is formed. A license is obtained. A plain

brick building, with a desk and benches, is run up, and named Ebenezer or

Bethel. In a few weeks the Church has lost for ever a hundred families,

not one of which entertained the least scruple about her articles, her liturgy,

her government, or her ceremonies.

Far different is the policy of Rome. The ignorant enthusiast whom the

Anglican Church makes an enemy, and whatever the polite and learned may
think, a most dangerous enemy, the Catholic Church makes a champion.

She bids him nurse his beard, covers him with a gown and hood of coarse

dark stutT, ties a rope round his waist, and sends him forth to teach in her

name. He costs her nothing. He takes not a ducat away from the revenues

of her beneficed clerg\-. He lives by the alms of those who respect his

spiritual character, and are grateful for his instructions. He preaches, not

exactly in the style of Massillon, but in a way which moves the passions of

uneducated hearers ; and all his influence is employed to strengthen the

Church of which he is a minister. To that Church he becomes as strongly

attached as any of the cardinals whose scarlet carriages and liveries crowd

the entrance of the palace on the Quirinal. In this way the Church of

Rome unites in herself all the strength of establishment, and all the strength

of dissent. With the utmost pomp of a dominant hierarchy above, she has

all the energy of the voluntary system below. It would be easy to mention

very recent instances in which the hearts of hundreds of thousands, estranged

from her by the selfishness, sloth, and cowardice of the beneficed clergy,

have been brought back by the zeal of the begging friars.

Even for female agency there is a place in her system. To devout women
she assigns spiritual functions, dignities, and magistracies. In our country,

if a noble lady is moved by more than ordinary zeal for the propagation of

religion, the chance is that, though she may disapprove of no one doctrine

or ceremony of the Established Church, she vn ill end by giving her name to

a new schism. If a pious and benevolent woman enters the cells of a prison

to pray with the most unhappy and degraded of her own sex, she does so

witi rat any authority from the Church. No line of action is traced out for

her ; and it is well if the Ordinary does not complain of her intrusion, and

ii the Bishop does not shake his head at such irregular benevolence. At
Rome the Countess of Huntingdon would have a place in the calendar as St

Selina, and Mrs Fry would be foundress and first Superior of the Blessed

Order of .Sisters of the Gaok.
Place Ignatius Loyola at Oxford. He is certain to become the head of a

formidable secession. Place John Wesley at Rome. He is certain to be

the first General of a new society devoted to the interests and honour of the

Church. Place St Theresa in Ixjndon. Her restless enthusiasm ferments

into madness, not untinctured with craft. She becomes the prophetess, the

mother of the faithful, holds disputations with the devil, issues sealed pardons

to her adorers, and lies in of the Shiloh. Place Joanna Southcote at Rome.

She founds an order of barefooted Carmelites, every one of whom is ready

to sufiier martyrdom for the Church : a solemn service is consecrated to her

memory ; and her statue, placed over the holy water, strikes the eye of

every stranger who enters St Peters.
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We have dwelt long on this subject, because we believe that, of the many
causes to which the Church of Rome owed her safety and her triumph at the

close of the sixteenth century, the chief was the profound policy with which
she used the fanaticism of such persons as St Ignatius and St Theresa.

The Protestant party was now indeed vanquished and humbled. In

France, so strong had been the Catholic I'eaction that Henry the Fourth
found it necessary to choose between his religion and his crown. In spite

of his clear hereditary right, in spite of his eminent personal qualities, he
saw that, unless he reconciled himself to the Church of Rome, he could not

count on the fidelity even of those gallant gentlemen whose impetuous valour

had turned the tide of battle at Ivry. In Belgium, Poland, and Southern
Germany, Catholicism had obtained a complete ascendant. The resistance

of Bohemia was put down. The Palatinate was conquered. Upper and
Lower Saxony were overflowed by Catholic invaders. The King of Den-
mark stood forth as the Protector of the Reformed Churches : he was
defeated, driven out of the empire, and attacked in his own possessions.

The armies of the House of Austria pressed on, subjugated Pomerania, and
were stopped in their progress only by the ramparts of Stralsund.

And now again the tide turned. Two violent outbreaks of religious feel-

ing in opposite directions had given a character to the history of a whole
century. Protestantism had at first driven back Catholicism to the Alps
and the Pyrenees. Catholicism had rallied, and had driven back Protes-

tantism even to the German Ocean. Then the great southern reaction began
to slacken, as the great northern movement had slackened before. The
zeal of the Catholics waxed cool. Their union was dissolved. The par-

oxysm of religious excitement was over on both sides. One party had
degenerated as far from the spirit of Loyola as the other from the spirit of

Luther. During three generations religion had been the mainspring of

politics. The revolutions and civil wars of France, Scotland, Holland,

Sweden, the long struggle between Philip and Elizabeth, the bloody com-
petition for the Bohemian crown, had all originated in theological disputes.

But a great change now took place. The contest which was raging in

Germany lost its religious character. It was now, on one side, less a con-

test for the spiritual ascendency of the Church of Rome than for the tem-

poral ascendency of the House of Austria. On the other side, it was less a

contest for the reformed doctrines than for national independence. Govern-
ments began to form themselves into new combinations, in which com-
munity of political interest was far more regarded than community of reli-

gious belief. P.ven at Rome the progress of the Catholic arms was observed

with mixed feelings. The Supreme Pontiff was a sovereign prince of the

. second rank, and was anxious about the balance of power as well as about
the propagation of truth. It was known that he dreaded the rise of an
universal monarchy even more than he desired the prosperity of the Uni-

versal Church. At length a great event announced to the world that the

war of sects had ceased, and that the war of states had succeeded. A coa-

lition, including Calvinists, Lutherans, and Catholics, was formed agamst
the House of Austria. At the head of that coalition were the first statesman

and the first warrior of the age ; the former a prince of the Catholic Church,

distinguished by the vigour and success with which he had put down the

Huguenots ; the latter a Protestant king who owed his throne to a revolu-

tion caused by a hatred of Popery. The alliance of Richelieu and Gustavus

marks the time at which the great religious struggle terminated. The war
which followed was a war for the equilibrium of Eurojie. When, at length,

the peace of West])halia was concluded, it appeared that the Church of

Rome remained in full possession of a vast dominion which in the middle

of the preceding century she seemed to be on the point of losing. No part
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of Europe remained Protestant, except that part which had become thor-

oughly Protestant before the generation which heard Luther preach had

passed away.
Since that time there has been no religious war between Catholics and

Protestants as such. In the time of Cromwell, Protestant England was

united with Catholic I'lance, tlien governed by a priest, against Catholic

Spain. William the Third, the eminently Protestant hero, was at the head

of a coalition which included many Catholic powers, and which was secretly

favoured even by Rome, against the Catholic Louis. In the time of Anne,

Protestant England and Protestant Holland joined with Catholic .Savoy

and Catholic Portugal, for the purpose of transferring the crown of Spain

from one bigoted Catholic to another.

The geographical frontier between the two religions has continued to run

almost precisely where it ran at the close of the Thirty Years' War ; nor

has Protestantism given any proofs of that "expan.sive power" which has

been ascribed to it. But the Protestant boasts, and boasts most justly, that

wealth, civilisation, and intelligence, have increased far more on the nor-

thern than on the southern side of the boundary, and that countries so little

favoured by nature as Scotland and Prussia are now among the most flour-

ishing and best governed portions of the world, while the marble palaces of

Genoa are deserted, while banditti infest the beautiful shores of Cami^ania,

while the fertile sea-coast of the Pontifical State is abandoned to buffaloes

and wild boars. It cannot be doubted that, since the sixteenth centurj', the

Protestant nations have made decidedly greater progress than their neigh-

bours. The progress made by those nations in which Protestantism, thovigh

not finally successful, yet maintained a long struggle, and left pemianent

traces, has generally been considerable. But when we come to the Catho-

lic Land, to the part of Europe in which the first spark of refomiation was

trodden out as soon as it appeared, and from \\ hich proceeded the impulse

which drove Protestantism back, we find, at best, a vciy slow progress, and

on the whole a retrogression. Compare Denmark and Portugal. When
Luther began to preach, the superiority of the Portuguese was unquestion-

able. At present, the superiority of the Danes is no less so. Compare
Edinburgh and Florence. Edinburgh has owed less to climate, to soil, and

to the fostering care of rulers than any capital, Protestant or Catholic.

In all these respects, Florence hxs been singularly happy. Yet, whoever

knows what Florence and Edinburgh were in the generation preceding the

Reformation, and what they are now, will acknowledge that .some great

cause has, during tlie last three centuries, operated to raise one part of the

European family, and to depress the other. Compare the history of Eng-

land and that of Spain during the last century. In amis, arts, sciences,

letters, commerce, agriculture, the contrast is most striking. The distinc-

tion is not confined to this side of the Atlantic. Ilie colonies planted by

England in America have immexsurably outgrown in power those planted

by Spain. Yet we have no reason to believe that, at the beginning of the

sixteenth cenlur)', the Castilian was m any respect inferior to the Ilnglish-

man. Our firm lielief is, that the North owes its great civilisation and pros-

perity chiefly to the moral effect of the Protestajit Refomintion, and that

the decay of the Southern countries of Europe is to be mainly ascribed to

the great Catholic revival.

About a hundred years after the final settlement of the boundary line between

Protestantism and Catholicism, began to appear the signs of the fourth great

peril of the Church of Rome. The storm which was now rising against her

was of a very different kind from those which had preceded it. Those who
had formerly attacked her had questioned only a part of her doctrines. A
school was now growing up which rejected the whole. The Albigenses, the
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Lollards, the Lutherans, the Calvinists, had a positive religious system, and
were strongly attached to it. The creed of the new sectaries was altogether

negative. They took one of their premises from the Protestants, and one
from the Catholics. From the latter they borrowed the principle, that

Catholicism was the only pure and genuine Christianity. With the former,

they held that some parts of the Catholic system were contrarj' to reason.

The conclusion was obvious. Two propositions, each of which separately is

compatible with the most exalted piety, formed, when held in conjunction,

the groundwork of a system of irreligion. The doctrine of Bossuet, that

transubstantiation is affirmed in the Gospel, and the doctrine of Tillotson,

that transubstantiation is an absurdity, when put together, produced by

logical necessity the inferences of Voltaire.

Had the sect which was rising at Paris been a sect of mere scoffers, it is

very improbable that it would have left deep traces of its existence in the

institutions and manners of Europe. Mere negation, mere Epicurean infi-

delity, as Lord Bacon most justly observes, has never disturbed the peace

of the world. It furnishes no motive for action. It inspires no enthusiasm.

It has no missionaries, no crusaders, no martyrs. If the Patriarch of the

Holy Pliilosophical Church had contented himself with making jokes about

Saul's asses and David's wives, and with criticizing the poetry of Ezekiel in

the same narrow spirit in which he criticized that of Shakspeare, Rome
would have had little to fear. But it is due to him and to his compeers to

say that the real secret of their strength lay in the truth which was mingled

with their errors, and in the generous enthusiasm which was hidden under

their flippancy. They were men who, with all their faults, moral and in-

tellectual, sincerely and earnestly desired the improvement of the condition

of the human race, whose blood boiled at the sight of cruelty and injustice,

who made manful war, with every faculty which they possessed, on what

they considered as abuses, and who on many signal occasions placed them-

selves gallantly between the powerful and the oppressed. While they assailed

Christianity with a rancour and an unfairness disgraceful to men Avho called

themselves philosophers, they yet had, in far greater measure than their

opponents, that charity towards men of all classes and races which Chris-

tianity enjoins. Religious persecution, judicial torture, arbitrary imprison-

ment, the imnecessary multiplication of capital punishments, the delay and

chicanery of tribunals, the exactions of farmers of the revenue, slavery, the

slave trade, were the constant subjects of their lively satire, and eloquent

disquisitions. When an innocent man was broken on the wheel at Toulouse,

when a youth, guilty only of an indiscretion, was beheaded at Abbeville,

when a brave officer, borne down by public injustice, was dragged, with a

gag in his mouth, to die on the Place de Greve, a voice instantly went forth

from the banks of Lake Leman, which made itself heard from Moscow to

Cadiz, and which sentenced the unjust judges to the contempt and detesta-

tion of all Europe. The really efficient weapons with which the philoso-

phers assailed the evangelical faith were boiTowed from the evangelical

morality. The ethical and dogmatical parts of the Gospel were unhappily

turned against each other. On one side was a church boasting of the purity

of a doctrine derived from the Apostles, but di.sgraced by the massacre of

St Bartholomew, by the murder of the best o. kings, by the war of Ce-

vennes, by the destruction of Port-Royal. On the other side was a sect

laughing at the Scriptures, shooting out the tongue at the sacraments, but

ready to encounter principalities and powers in the cause of justice, mercy,

and toleration.

Irreligion, accidentally associated with philanthropy, triumphed for a

time over religion accidentally associated with political and social abuses.

Every thing gave way to the zeal and activity of the new reformers. In
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France, everyman distinguished in letters was found in their ranks. Every year

gave birth to works in whidi the fundamental principles of the Church

were attacked with argument, invective, and ridicule. The Church made

no defence, except by acts of power. Censures were pronounced : books

were seized : insults were offered to the remains of infidel writers ; but no

Bossuet, no Pascal, came forth to encounter Voltaire. There appeared not

a sinj^le defence of the Catholic doctrine which produced aiiy considerable

etTect, or which is now even remembered. A bloody and unsparing perse-

cution, like that which put down the Albigenses, might have put down the

philosophers. But the time for De Montforts and Dominies had gone by.

The punishments which the priests were still able to inflict were suflicient

to irritate, but not sufficient to destroy. The war was between power on the

one side, and wit on tlie other ; and the power was under far more restraint

than the wit. Orthodo.xy soon became a synonyme for ignorance and

stupidity. It was as necessary to the character of an accomplished man
that he should despise the religion of his country, as that he should know

his letters. The new doctrines spread rapidly through Christendom. Paris

was the capital of the whole continent. French was every where the lan-

guage of polite circles. The literar>' glory of Italy and Spain had departed.

That of Germany had not dawned. That of l.ngland shone, as yet, for

the English alone. The teachers of France were the teachers of Europe.

The Parisian opinions spread fast among the educated classes beyond tlie

Alps ; nor could the vigilance of the Inquisition prevent the contraband

importation of the new heresy into Castile and Portugal. Governments,

even arbitrary governments, saw with pleasure the progress of this philo-

sophy. Numerous reforms, generally laudable, sometimes hurried on with-

out sufficient regard to time, to place, and to public feeling, showed the

extent of its influence. The rulers of Prussia, of Russia, of Austria, and of

many smaller states, were supposed to be among the initiated.

The Church of Rome was still, in outward show, as stately and splendid

as ever ; but her foundation was undermined. No state had quitted her

communion or confiscated her revenues ; but the reverence of the people

was everv where departing from her.

The first great warning stroke was the fall of that society which, in the

conflict with Protestantism, had saved the Catholic Church from destmclion.

The order of Jesus had never recovered from the injury received in the

struggle with Port-Royal. It was now still more rudely assailed by the philo-

sophers. Its spirit was broken ; its reputation was tainted. Insulted by all

the men of genius in Europe, condemned by the civil magistrate, feebly de-

fended by the chiefs of the hierarchy, it fell : and great was the fall of it.

The movement went on with increasing speed. The first generation of

the new sect passed away. The doctrines of Voltaire were inherited and

exaggerated by successors, who bore to him the same relation which the

Anabaptists bore to Luther, or the Fifth-Monarchy men to Pym. At

length the Revolution came. Down went the old Church of France, with

all its pomp and wealth. Some of its priests purchased a maintenance by

separating themselves from Rome, and by becoming the authors of a fresh

schism. Some, rejoicing in the new license, flung away their sacred vest-

ments, proclaimed that their whole life had been an imposture, insulted and

persecuted the religion of which they had been ministers, and distinguished

themsehes, even in the Jacobin Club and the Commune of Paris, by the

excess o 'heir impudence and ferocity. Others, more faithful to their prin-

ciples, were butchered by scores without a trial, drowned, shot, hung on

lamp-posts. Thousands fle<l from their country to take sanctuary under the

shade of hostile altars. The churches were closed ; the bells were silent

;

the shrines were plundered ; the silver crucifixes were melted down. Buf-



568 RANGE'S HISTORY OF THE POPES.

foons, dressed in copes and surplices, came dancing the carmagnole even to

the bar of the Convention. The bust of Marat was substituted for the

statues of the martyrs of Christianity. A prostitute, seated on a chair of

state in the chancel of Notre Dame, received the adoration of thousands,

who exclaimed that at length, for the first time, those ancient Gothic arches

had resounded with the accents of trath. The new unbelief was as intoler-

ant as the old superstition. To show reverence for religion was to incur

the suspicion of disafiFection. It was not without imminent danger that the

priest baptized the infant, joined the hands of lovers, or listened to the con-

fession of the dying. The absurd worship of the Goddess of Reason was,

indeed, of short duration ; but the deism of Robespierre and Lepaux was not

less hostile to the Catholic faith than the atheism of Clootz and Chaumette.
Nor were the calamities of the Church confined to France. The revolu-

tionary spirit, attacked by all Europe, beat all Europe back, became con-

queror in its turn, and, not satisfied with the Belgian cities and the rich

domains of the spiritual electors, went raging over the Rhine and through

the passes of the Alps. Throughout the whole of the great war against

Protestantism, Italy and Spain had been the base of the Catholic operations.

Spain was now the obsequious vassal of the infidels. Italy was subjugated

by them. To her ancient principalities succeeded the Cisalpine republic,

and the Ligurian republic, and the Parthenopean republic. The shrine of

Loretto was stripped of the treasures piled up by the devotion of six hundred
years. The convents of Rome were pillaged. The tri-coloured flag floated

on the top of the Castle of St Angelo. The successor of St Peter was
carried away captive by the unbelievers. He died a prisoner in their hands

;

and even the honours of sepulture were long withheld from his remains.

It is not strange that, in the year 1799, even sagacious observers should

have thought that, at length, the hour of the Church of Rome was come.

An infidel power ascendant, the Pope dying in captivity, the most illustrious

prelates of France living in a foreign country on Protestant alms, the

noblest edifices which the munificence of former ages had consecrated to

the worship of God turned into temples of Victory, or into banqueting-

houses for political societies, or into Theophilanthropic chapels, such signs

might well be supposed to indicate the approaching end of that long

domination.

But the end was not yet. Again doomed to death, the milk-white hind

was still fated not to die. Even before the funeral rites had been performed

over the ashes of Pius the Sixth, a great reaction had commenced, which,-

after the lapse of more than forty years, appears to be still in progress.

Anarchy had had its day. A new order of things rose out of the confusion,

new dynasties, new laws, new titles ; and amidst them emerged the ancient

religion. The Arabs have a fable that the Great Pyramid was built by
antediluvian kings, and alone, of all the works of men, bore the weight of

the flood. Such as this was the fate of the Papacy. It had been buried

under the great inundation ; but its deep foundations had remained un-

shaken; and, when the waters abated, it appeared alone amidst the ruins

of a world which had passed away. The republic of Holland was gone,

and the empire of Germany, and the Great Council of Venice, and the old

Helvetian League, and the House of Bourbon, and the parliaments and
aristocracy of France. Europe was full of young creations, a French
empire, a kingdom of Italy, a Confederation of the Rhine. Nor had the

late events effected only territorial limits and political institutions. The
distribution of property, the comiiosition and spirit of society, had, through

great part of Catholic Europe, undergone a complete change. But the

unchangeable Church was still there.

Some future historian, as able and temperate as Professor Ranke, will,
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we hope, trace the progress of the Catholic revival of the nineteenth cen-

tury. We feel that we are drawing too near our own time, and that if we
go on we shall be in danger of saying much which may be supposed to in-

dicate, and which will certainly excite, angry feelings. We will, therefore,

make only one observation, which, in our opinion, is deserving of serious

attention.

During the eighteenth century, the influence of the Church of Rome was
constantly on the decline. Unbelief made extensive conquests in all the

Catholic countries of Europe, and in some countries obtained a comjdete
ascendency. The Papacy was at length brought so low as to be an oi)ject

of derision to infidels, and of pity rather than of hatred to Protestants.

During the nineteenth century, this fallen Church has been gradually rising

from her depressed state and reconquering her old dominion. No person

who calmly reflects on what, within the last few years, has passed in Spain,

in Italy, in .*^outh America, in Ireland, in the Netherlands, in Prussia, even
in France, can doubt that the power of this Church over the hearts and
minds of men is now greater far than it was when the Encyclopaedia and
the Philosophical Dictionary appeared. It is .surely remarkable, that

neither the moral revolution of the eighteenth century, nor the moral
counter-revolution of the nineteenth, should, in any perceptible degree,

have added to the domain of Protestantism. During the former period,

whatever was lost to Catholicism was lost also to Christianity ; during the

latter, whatever was regained by Christianity in Catholic countries was
regained also by Catholicism. We should naturally have expected that

many minds, on the way from superstition to infidelity, or on the way back
from infidelity to superstition, would have stopped at an intermediate point.

Between the doctrines taught in the schools of the Jesuits, and those which
were maintained at the little supper parties of the Baron Ho]l)ach, there

is a vast interval, in which the human mind, it should seem, might find for

itself some resting-place more satisfactory than either of the two extremes.

And, at the time of the Refonnation, millions found such a resting-place.

Whole nations then renounced Popery without ceasing to believe in a first

cause, in a future life, or in the Divine mission of Jesus. In the last

century, on the other hand, when a Catholic renounced his belief in the

real presence, it was a thousand to one that he renounced his belief in the

Gospel too ; and, when the reaction took place, with belief in the Gospel
came back belief in the real presence.

We by no means venture to deduce from these pha;nomena any general

law ; but we think it a most remarkable fact, that no Christian nation,

which did not adopt the principles of the Reformation before the end of the

sixteenth century, should ever have adojited them. Catholic communities
have, since that time, become infidel and become Catholic again ; but none
has become Protestant.

Here we close this hasty sketch of one of the most important portions of

the history of mankind. Our readers will have great reason to feel obliged

to us if we have interested them sufficiently to induce them to peruse

Professor Ranke's book. We will only caution them against the French
translation, a performance which, in our opinion, is just as discreditable to

the moral character of the person from whom it proceeds as a false affidavit

or a forged bill of exchange would have been, and advise them to study

either the original, or the English version in which the sense and spirit of

the original are admirably preserved.
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LEIGH HUNT. (January, 1841.)

The Dramatic Works of Wycherley, Con-greve, Vanbrugh, and Farquhar, with
Biographical and Critical Notices. By Leigh Hunt. 8vo. London : 1840.

We have a kindness for Mr Leigh Hunt. We form our judgment of him,
indeed, only from events of universal notoriety, from his own woiks, and
from the works of other writers, who have generally abused him in the

most rancorous manner. But, unless we are greatly mistaken, he is a very

clever, a very honest, and a very good-natured man. We can clearly

discern, together with many merits, many faults both in his writings and
in his conduct. But we really think that there is hardly a man living

whose merits have been so grudgingly allowed, and whose faults have been

so cruelly expiated.

In some respects Mr Leigh Hunt is excellently qualified for the task

which he has now undertaken. His style, in spite of its mannerism, nay,

partly by reason of its mannerism, is well suited for light, garrulous, desul-

tory ana, half critical, half biographical. We do not always agree with

his literary judgments ; but we find in him what is very rare in our time,

the power of justly appreciating and heartily enjoying good things of very

different kinds. He can adore Shakspeare and Spenser without denying

poetical genius to the author of Alexander's Feast, or fine observation,

rich fancy, and exquisite humour to him who imagined Will Honeycomb
and Sir Roger de Coverley. He has paid particular attention to the

history of the English drama, from the age of Elizabeth down to our own
lime, and has every right to be heard with respect on that subject.

The plays to which he now acts as introducer are, with few exceptions,

^uch as, in the opinion of many very respectable people, ought not to be

teprinted. In this opinion we can by no means concur. We cannot wish

that any work or class of works which has exercised a great influence on the

human mind, and which illustrates the character of an important epoch in

letters, politics, and morals, should disappear from the world. If we err in

this matter, we err with the gravest men and bodies of men in the empire,

and especially with the Church of England, and with the great schools of

learning which are connected with her. The whole liberal education of our

countrymen is conducted on the principle, that no book which is valuable,

either by reason of the excellence of its style, or by reason of the light which

it throws on the history, polity, and manners of nations, should be withheld

from the student on account of its impurity. The Athenian Comedies, in

which there are scarcely a hundred lines together without some passage of

which Rochester would have been ashamed, have been reprinted at the Pitt

Press, and the Clarendon Press, under the direction of syndics and delegates

appointed by the Universities, and have been illustrated with notes by re-

verend, very reverend, and right reverend commentators. Every year the

most distinguished young men in the kingdom are examined by bishops and
professors of divinity in such works as the Lysistrata of Aristophanes and

the Sixth Satire of Juvenal. There is certainly something a little ludicrous

in the idea of a conclave of venerable fathers of the church praising and re-

warding a lad on account of his intimate acquaintance with writings com-
pared with which the loosest tale in Prior is modest. But, for our own part,

we have no doubt that the greatest societies which direct the education of the

English gentry have herein judged wisely. It is unquestionable that an ex-

tensive acquaintance with ancient literature enlarges and enriches the mind.
It is unquestionable that a man who.se mind has been thus enlarged and en-

riched is likely to be far more useful to the state and to the church than one
who is unskilled, or little skilled, in classical learning. On the other hand,

we find it difficult to beUeve that, in a world so full of temptation as this,
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any gentleman whose life would have been virtuous if he had not read Aris-

tophanes and Juvenal will be made vicious by reading them. A man who,

exposed to all the influences of such a state of society as that in which we
live, is yet afraid of exposing himself to the influences of a few Greek or

I^itin verses, acts, we think, much like the felon who begged the sheriffs to

let him have an umbrella held over his head from the door of Newgate to

the gallows, because it was a drizzling morning, and he was apt to take cold.

The virtue which the world wants is a healthful virtue, not a valetudinarian

virtue, a virtue which can expose itself to the risks inseparable from all

spirited exertion, not a virtue which keeps out of the common air for fear of

infection, and eschews the common food as too stimulating. It woulii be

indeed absurd to attempt to keep men from acquiring those qualifications

which fit them to play their part in life with honour to themselves and ad-

vantage to their countrv', for the sake of preserving a delicacy which cannot

be preserved, a delicacy which a walk from Westminster to the Temple is

sufiicient to destroy.

Iiut we should be justly chargeable with gross inconsistency if, while we
defend the policy which invites the youth of our country to study such writers

as Theocritus and Catullus, we were to set up a cry against a new edition

of the Country Wife or the Way of the World. The immoral English

writers of the seventeenth century are indeed much less excusable than those

of Greece and Rome. But the worst English writings of the seventeenth cen-

tury are decent, compared with much that has been bequeathed to us by
Greece and Rome. Plato, we have little doubt, was a much better man
than Sir George Etherege. But Plato has written things at which Sir George

Etherege would have shuddered. Buckhurst and Sedley, even in those

wild orgies at the Cock in Bow Street for which they were pelted by the

rabble, and fined by the Court of King's Bench, would never have dared to

hold such discourse as passed between Socrates and Phsednis on that fine

summer day under the plane-tree, while the fountain warbled at their feet,

•and the cicadas chirped overhead. If it be, as we think it is, desirable that

an English gentleman should be well informed touching the government and

the manners of little commonwealths which both in place and time are far

removed from us, whose independence has been more than two thousand

years extinguished, whose language has not been spoken for ages, and whose
ancient magnificence is attested only by a few broken columns and friezes,

much more must it be desirable that he should be intimately acquainted with

the history of the public mind of his own country, and with the causes, the

nature, and the extent of those revolutions of opinion and feeling which,

during the last two centuries, have alternately raised and depressed the

standard of ournational morality. And knowledge of this sort is to be very

sparingly gleaned from Parliamentary debates, from state papers, and from

the works of grave historians. It must either not be acquired at all, or it

must be acquiretl by the perusal of the light literature which has at various

periods been fashionable. We are therefore by no means disposed to con-

demn this publication, though we certainly cannot recommend the hand-

some volume before us as an appropriate Christmas present for young ladies.

We have said that we think the present publication perfectly justifiable.

But we can by no means agree with Mr Leigh Hunt, who seems to hold that

there is little or no ground for the charge of iinmorality so often brought

against the literature of the Restoration. We do not blame him for not

bringing to the judgment-seat the merciless rigour of \x>xA Angelo ; but we
really think that such flagitious and impudent offenders as those who are

now at the bar deserved at least the gentle rebuke of Escalus. Mr Leigh

Hunt treats the whole matter a little too much in the easy style of Lucio
;

and perhaps his exceeding lenity dispc»ses us to be sonnewhat too severe.
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And yet it is not easy to be too severe. For in truth this part of our
literature is a disgrace to our language and our national character. It is

clever, indeed, and very entertaining ; hut it is, in the most emphatic sense
of the words, " earthly, sensual, devilish." Its indecency, though perpetually
such as is condemned not less by the rules of good taste than by those of

morality, is not, in our opinion, so disgraceful a fault as its singularly in-

human spirit. We have here Belial, not as when he inspired Ovid and
Ariosto, "graceful and humane," but with the iron eye and cruel sneer of

Mephistophiles. We find ourselves in a world, in which the ladies are like

very profligate, impudent, and unfeeling men, and in which the men are too

bad for any place but Pandaemonium or Norfolk Island. We are surrounded
by foreheads of bronze, hearts like the nether millstone, and tongues set on
fire of hell.

Dryden defended or excused his own offences and those of his contem-
poraries by pleading the example of the earlier English dramatists ; and Mr
Leigh Hunt seems to think that there is force in the plea. We altogether

differ from this opinion. The crime charged is not mere coarseness of ex-

pression. The terms which are delicate in one age become gross in the

next. The diction of the English version of the Pentateuch is sometimes
such as Addison would not have ventured to imitate ; and Addison, the

standard of moral purity in his own age, used many phrases which are now
proscribed. Whether a thing shall be designated by a plain noun substan-

tive or by a circumlocution is mere matter of fashion. Morality is not at

all interested in the question. But morality is deeply interested in this, that

what is immoral shall not be presented to the imagination of the young and
susceptible in constant connection with what is attractive. For every person

who has observed the operation of the law of association in his own mind
and in the minds of others knows that whatever is constantly presented to

the imagination in connection with what is attractive will itself become
attractive. There is undoubtedly a great deal of indelicate writing in

Fletcher and Massinger, and more than might be wished even in Ben Jonson
and Shakspeare, who are comparatively pure. But it is impossible to trace

in their plays any systematic attempt to associate vice Avith those things

which men value most and desire most, and virtue with eveiy thing ridicu-

lous and degrading. And such a systematic attempt we find in the whole
dramatic literature of the generation which followed the return of Charles

the Second. . We will take, as an instance of what we mean, a single sub-

ject of the highest importance to the happiness of mankind, conjugal fidelity.

We can at present hardly call to mind a single English play, written before

the civil war, in which the character of a seducer of married women is repre-

sented in a favourable light. We remember many plays in which such

persons are baflHed, exposed, covered with derision, and insulted by tri-

umphant husbands. Such is the fate of Falstaff, with all his wit and know-
ledge of the world. Such is the fate of Brisac in Fletcher's Elder Brother,

and of Kicardo and Ubaldo in Massinger's Picture. Sometimes, as in the

Fatal Dowry and Love's Ci-uelty, the outraged honour of families is repaired

by a bloody revenge. If now and then the lover is represented as an accom-
plished man, and the husband as a person of weak or odious character, this

only makes the triumph of female virtue the more signal, as in Jonson's

Celia and Mrs Fitzdottrel, and in Fletcher's Maria. In general we will

venture to say that the dramatists of the age of Elizabeth and James the

First either treat the breach of the marriage-vow as a serious crime, or, if

they treat it as matter for laughter, turn the laugh against the gallant.

On the contrary, during the forty years which followed the Restoration,

the whole body of the dramatists invariably represent adulteiy, we do not

say as a peccadillo, we do not say as an error which the violence of passion
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may excuse, but as the calling of a fine gentleman, as a grace without which
his character would be imperfect. It is as essential to his breeding and to

his place in society that he should make love to the wives of his neighbours

as that he should know French, or that he should have a sword at his side.

In all this there is no passion, and scarcely any thing that can be called

preference. The hero intrigues just as he wears a wig ; because, if he did

not, he would In; a queer fellow, a city prig, perhaps a Puritan. All the

agreeable qualities are always given to the gallant. All the contempt and
aversion are the portion of the unfortunate husband. Take Dr)den for

example ; and compare Woixlall with Brainsick, or Lorenzo w ith Cionicz.

Take Wycherley ; and comjiare Homer with Pinchwife. Take Vaiii)rugh;

and compare Constant with Sir John Brute. Take Farcjuhar ; and conipaie

Archer with Squire Sullen. Take Congreve ; and compare Bellmour with

Fondlewife, Careless with Sir Paul Plyant, or Scandal with Foresight. In

all these cases, and in many more which might be named, the dramatist

evidently does his best to make the person who commits the injur)' graceful,

sensible, and spirited, and the person who suffers it a fool, or a tyrant, or both.

Mr Charles Lamb, intleed, attempted to set up a defence for this way of

writing. The dramatists of the latter part of the seventeenth century are

not, according to him, to be tried by the standard of morality which exists,

and ought to exist, in real life. Their world is a conventional world. Their
heroes and heroines belong, not to England, not to Christendom, but to an
Utopia of gallantry, to a Fairyland, where the Bible and Bum's Justice are

unknown, where a prank which on this earth would be rewarded with the

pillory is merely matter for a peal of elvish laughter. A real Homer, a real

Careless, would, it is admitted, be exceedingly bad men. But to predicate

morality or immorality of the Homer of Wycherley and the Careless of Con-
greve is as absurd as it would be to arraign a sleeper for his dreams. " They
belong to the regions of pure comedy, where no cold moral reigns. When
we are among them we are among a chaotic people. We are not to judge
them by our usages. No reverend institutions are insulted by their pro-
ceedings, for they have none among them. No peace of families is violated,

for no family ties exist among them. There is neither right nor wrong,
gratitude or its opposite, claim or duty, paternity or sonship."

This is, we believe, a fair summar)- of Mr Lamb's doctrine. We are sure
that we do not wish to represent him unfairly. For we admire his genius

;'

we love the kind nature which appears in all his writings ; and we cherish
his memory as much as if we had known him personally. But we must
plainly say that his argument, though ingenious, is altogether sophistical.

Of course we perfectly understand that it is possible for a writer to create

a conventional world in which things forbidden by the Decalogue and the
Statute Book shall be lawful, and yet that the exhibition may be hamiless,
or even edifying. P"or example, we suppose that the most austere critics

would not accuse Fenelon of impiety and immorality on account of his Tele-
machus and his Dialogues of the Dead. In Telemachus and the Dialogues
of the Dead we have a false religion, and consequently a morality which is

in some points incorrect. We have a right and a wrong differing from the
right and the wrong of real life. It is represented as the first duty of men
to pay honour to Jove and Minerva. Philocles, who emi)loys his leisure in

making graven images of these deities, is extolled for his piety in a way
which contrasts singularly w ith the expressions of Isaiah on the same subject.

The dead are judged by Minos, anil rewarded with lasting happiness for
actions which Fenelon would have been the first to pronounce splendid sins.

The same may be said of Mr Souihey's Mahommedan and Hindo<j heroes
and heroines. In Thalaba, to speak in derogation of the .\rabian impostor
is blasphemy : to drink wine is a crime : to perform ablutions and to pay

I
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honour to the holy cities are works of merit. In the Curse of Kehama,
Kailyal is commended for her devotion to the statue of Mariataly, the god-
dess of the poor. But certainly no person will accuse Mr Southey of having
promoted or intended to promote either Islamism or Brahminism.

It is easy to see why the conventional worlds of Fenelon and Mr Southey
are unobjectionable. In the first place, they are utterly unlike the real world
in which we live. The state of society, the laws even of the physical world,

are so different from those with which we are familiar, that we cannot be
shocked at finding the morality also very different. But in truth the morality

of these conventional worlds differs from tlie morality of the real world only

in points where there is no danger that the real world will ever go wrong.
The generosity and docility of Telemachus, the fortitude, the modesty, the

filial tenderness of Kailyal, are virtues of all ages and nations. And there

was very little danger that the Dauphin would worship Minerva, or that an
English damsel would dance, with a bucket on her head, before the statue

of Mariataly.

Tlie case is widely different with what Mr Charles Tamb calls the con-

ventional world of Wycherley and Congreve. Here the garb, the manners,

the topics of conversation are those of the real town and of the passing day.

The hero is in all superficial accomplishments exactly the fine gentleman
whom every youth in the pit would gladly resemble. The heroine is the fine

lady whom every youth in the pit would gladly marry. The scene is laid in

some place which is as well known to the audience as their ov/n houses, in

St James's Park or Hyde Park, or Westminster Hall. The lawyer bustles

about with his bag, between the Common Pleas and the Exchequer. The
Peer calls for his carriage to go to the House of Lords on a private bill. A
hundred little touches are employed to make the fictitious world appear like

the actual world. And the immorality is of a sort which never can be out

of date, and which all the force of religion, law, and public opinion united

can but imperfectly restrain.

In the name of art, as well as in the name of virtue, we protest against

the principle that the world of pure comedy is one into which no moral

enters. If comedy be an imitation, under whatever conventions, of real

life, how is it possible that it can have no reference to the great riile which
directs life, and to feelings which are called forth by every incident of life ?

If what Mr Charles Lamb says were correct, the inference would be that

these dramatists did not in the least understand the very first principles of

their craft. Pure landscape-painting into which no light or shade enters,

pure portrait-painting into which no expression enters, are phrases less at

variance with sound criticism than pure comedy into which no moral enters.

But it is not the fact that the world of these dramatists is a world into

which no moral enters. Morality constantly enters into that world, a sound
morality, and an unsound morality; the sound morality to be insulted, de-

rided, associated with every thing mean and hateful ; the unsound morality

to be set off to every advantage, and inculcated by all methods, direct and
indirect. It is not the fact that none of the inhabitants of this conventional

world feel reverence for sacred institutions and family ties. Fondlewife,

Pinchwife, every person in short of narrow understanding and disgusting

manners, expresses that reverence strongly. The heroes and heroines, too,

have a moral code of their own, an exceedingly bad one, but not, as Mr
Charles Lamb seems to think, a code existing only in the imagination o{

dramatists. It is, on the contrary, a code actually received and obeyed by
great numbers of people. We need not go to Utopia or Fairyland to find

them. They are near at hand. Every night some of them cheat at the hells

in the Quadrant, and others jiace the Piazza in Covent Garden. Without
flying to Nephelococcygia or to the Court of Queen Mab, we can meet with
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sharpers, bullies, hard-hearled impudent debauchees, and women worthy of

such paramours. The morality 01 the Country Wife and the Old Bachelor

is the morality, not, as Mr Charles Lamb maintains, of an unreal world, but

of a world which is a yreat deal too real. It is the morality, not of a chaotic

people, but of low town-rakes, and of those ladies whom tlie newspapers
call " dasliing Cyprians." And the question is simply this, whether a man
of genius who constantly and systematically endeavours to make this sort of

character attractive, by uiiiti»ig it with beauty, grace, dignity, spirit, a high
social position, popularity, literature, wit, taste, knowledge of the world,

brilliant success in every undertaking, does or does not make an ill use of

his powers. We own tiiat we are unable to understand how this question

can be answered in any way but one.

It must, indeed, be acknowledged, in justice to the writers of whom we
have spoken thus severely, that they were, to a great extent, the creatures

of their age. And if it be asked why that age encouraged immorality which
no other age would have tolerated, we have no hesitation in answering that

this great depravation of the national taste was the effect of the prevalence

of Puritanism under the Commonwealth.
'I'o punish public outrages on morals and religion, is unquestionably within

the competence of rulers. But when a government, not content with re-

quiring decency, requires sanctity, it oversteps the bounds wiiich mark its

proper functions. And it may be laid down as an universal rule that a go-

vernment which attempts more than it ought will perform less. A lawgiver

who, in order to protect distressed borrowers, limits the rate of interest,

either makes it impossible for the objects of his care to borrow at all, or

places them at the mercy of the worst class of usurers. A lawgiver who,
firom tenderness for labouring men, fixes tlie hours of their work and the

amount of their wages, is certain to make them far more wretched than he
found them. And so a government which, not content with repressing scan-

dalous excesses, demands from its subjects fervent and austere piety, will soon
discover that, while attempting to render an impossible service to the cause
of virtue, it has in truth only promoted vice.

For what are the means by which a government can effect its ends ? Two
only, reward and punishment

;
powerlul means, indeed, for influencing the

exterior act, but altogether impotent for the purpose of touching the heart.

A public functionary who is told that he will be promoted if he is a devout
Catholic, and turned out of his place if he is not, will probably go to mass
every morning, exclude meat from his table on Fridays, shrive himself regu-

larly, and perhaps let his superiors know that he wears a hair shirt next his

skin. Under a Puritan government, a person who is apprised that piety is

essential to thriving in the world will be strict in the observance of the

Sunday, or, as he will caii it. Sabbath, and will avoid a theatre as if it

were plague-stricken. Such a show of religion as this the hope of gain and
the fear of loss will produce, at a week's notice, in any abundance which
a government may require. But under this show, sensuality, ambition,

avarice, and hatred retain unimpaired power, and the seeming convert has
only added to the vices of a man of the world all the still darker vices

which are engendered by the constant practice of dissimulation. The tnith

cannot be long concealed. The public discovers that the grave persons who
are proposed to it as patterns are more utterly destitute of moral principle

and of moral sensibility than avowed libertines. It sees that these Pharisees

are farther removed from real goodness than publicans and harlots. And,
as usual, it rushes to the extreme opposite to that which it quits. It con-

siders a high religious profession as a sure mark of meanness and depravity.

On the very first day on which the restraint of fear is taken away, and on
which men can venture to say what they think, a frightful teal of blasphemy
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and ribaldry proclaims that the shortsighted policy which aimed at makmg
a nation of saints has made a nation of scoffers.

It was thus in France about the beginning of the eighteenth century,

[^ouis the Fourteenth in his old age became religious : he determined that

his subjects should be religious too : he shrugged his shoulders and knitted

lis brows if he observed at his levee or near his dinner-table any gentleman
ai'ho neglected the duties enjoined by the church, and rewarded piety with

blue ribands, invitations to Maidi, governments, pensions, and regiments.

Forthwith Versailles became, in every thing but dress, a convent. The
pulpits and confessionals were surrounded by swords and embroidery. The
Marshals of France were much in prayer ; and there was hardly one among
ilie Dukes and Peers who did not carry good little books in his pocket, fast

'during Lent, and communicate at Easter. Madame de Maintenon, who had
a great sliare in the blessed work, boasted that devotion had become quite

the fashion. A fashion indeed it was ; and like a fashion it passed away.
No sooner had the old king been carried to St Denis than the whole court

unmasked. Every man hastened to indemnify himself, by the excess of

licentiousness and impudence, for years of mortification. The same persons

who, a few months before, with meek voices and demure looks, had con-

sulted divines about the state of their souls, now surrounded the midnight
table where, amidst the boundhig of champagne corks, a drunken prince,

enthroned between Dubois and Madame de Parabere, hiccoughed out atheis-

tical arguments and obscene jests. The early part of the reign of Louis the

Fourteenth had been a time of license ; but the most dissolute men of that

generation would have blushed at the orgies of the Regency.
It was the same with our fathers in the time of the Great Civil War. We

are by no means unmindful of the great debt which mankind owes to the

Puritans of that time, the deliverers of England, the founders of the American
Commonv/ealths. But in the day of their power, those meu committed one

great fault, which left deep and lasting traces in the national character and
manners. They mistook the end and overrated the force of government.
They determined, not merely to protect religion and public morals from in-

sult, an object for which the civil sword, in discreet hands, may be beneficially

employed, but to make the people committed to their rule tndy devout.

Yet, if they had only reflected on events which they had themselves wit-

nessed and in which they had themselves borne a great part, they would
have seen what was likely to be the result of their enterprise. They had
lived under a government which, during a long course of years, did all that

could be done, by lavish bounty and by rigorous punishment, to enforce con-

foiTOity to the doctrine and discipline of the Church of England. No person

suspected of hostility to that church had the smallest chance of obtaining

favour at the court of Charles. Avowed dissent was punished by imprison-

ment, by ignominious exposure, by cmel mutilations, and by niinous fines.

And the event had been that the Church had fallen, and had, in its fall,

dragged down with it a monarchy which had stood six hundred years. The
Puritan might have learned, if from nothing else, yet from his own recent

victoiy, that governments which attempt things beyond their reach are likely

not merely to fail, but to produce an effect directly the opposite of that which
they contemplate as desirable.

AH this was overlooked. The saints were to inherit the earth. The
theatres were closed. The fine arts were placed under absurd restraints.

Vices which had never before been even misdemeanours were made capital

felonies. It was solemnly resolved by Parliament "-that no person shall be
employed but such as the House shall be satisfied of his real godliness."

The pious assembly had a Bil)le lying on the table for reference. If they

had consulted it they migh). have learned that the wheat and the tares grow
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together inseparably, and must either lie sjiared together or rooted up to-

gether. To know whether a man was really ^oilly was impossible. Hut it

was easy tu know whether he had a plain dress, lank hair, no starch in his

linen, no yay furniture in his house; whether he talked through his ncjse,

and showed the whites of his eyes ; whether he named his children Assur-

ance, Tribulation, and Maher-shalal-hash-baz ; whether he avoided Spring

Garden when in town, anil abstained from hunting and hawking when in the

country; whether he cxpuumleil hard scrii)tures to his troop of dragoons,

and talked in a committee of ways and means about seeking the Lord.

These were tests which could easily be applied. The misfortune was that

they were tests which proved nothing. Such as they w ere, they were em-
ployed by the dominant party. And the consequence was that a crowd of

impostors, in every walk of life, began to mimic and to caricature what were
tiien regarded as the outward signs of sanctity. The nation was not duped.

The restraints of that gloomy time were such as would have been impatiently

borne, if imposed by men who were universally believed to be saints. Those
restraints became altogether insupjioriable when they were known to be kept

up for the profit of hypocrites. It is quite certain that, even if the royal

family had never returned, even if Richard Cromwell or Henry Cromwell
had been al the head of the administration, there would have been a great

relaxation of manners. Before the Restoration many signs indicated that

a period of licence was at hand. The Restoration crushed for a time the

Puritan party, and placed supreme power in the hands of a libertine. The
political counter-revolution assisted the moral counter-revolution, and was
in turn assisted by it. A period of wild and desperate dissoluteness followed.

Even in remote manor-houses and hamlets the change was in some degree

felt ; but .w London the outbreak of debauchery was appalling ; and in Lon-
don the places most deeply infected were the Palace, the quarters inhabited

by the aristocracy, and the Inns of Court. It was on the support of these

parts of the town that the playhouses depended. The character of the drama
became conformed to the character of its patrons. The comic poet was the

mouthpiece of the most deeply corruptetl part of a corru]>ted society. And
in the plays Ixifore us we find, distilled and condensed, the essential spirit

of the fashionable world during the Aiui-jjurilan reaction.

The Puritan had affected formality ; the comic poet laughed at decorum.

The Puritan had frowned at innocent diversions ; the comic poet took under

his patronage the most flagitious excesses. The Puritan had canted ; the

comic poei blasphemed. The Puritan had made an affair of gallantry felony

without benefit of clergy ; the comic poet represented it as an honourable

distinction. The Puritan spoke with disdain of the low standard of popular

morality ; his life was regulated by a far more rigid code ; his virtue was
sustained by motives unknown to men of the world. Unhappily it had been
amply proved in many ca.ses, and might well be suspected in many more,

that these high pretensions were unfounded. Accordingly, the fashionable

circles, and the comic poets who were the spokesmen of those circles, took
up the notion that all professions of piety and integrity were to lie construed

by the rule of contrary ; that it might well be doubted whether there was
such a thing as virtue in the world ; but that, at all events, a person wh(/

affected to be better than his neighbours was sure to be a knave.

In the old drama there had been much that was reprehensible. But who-
ever compares even the least decorous plays of Fletcher with those containeil

in the volume before us will see how much the profligacy which follows a

period of overstrained austerity g'jcs beyond the profligacy which precedes

such a period. The nation resembled the demoniac in the New Testament.
The Puritans boasted that the unclean spirit was cast out. The house was
empty, swept, and garnished ; and for a lime the expelled tenant wandered
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through dry places seeking rest and finding none. But the force of the exor-

cism was spent. The fiend returned to his abode ; and returned not alone.

He took to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself. They en-

tered in, and dwelt together : and the second possession was worse than
the first.

We will now, as far as our limits will permit, pass in review the writers

to whom Mr Leigh Himl has introduced us. Of the four, Wycherley stands,

we tliink, last in literary merit, but first in order of tune, and first, beyond
all doubt, in immorality.

\ViLLi.\M Wycherley was bom in 1640. He was the son of a Shrop-
shire gentleman of old family, and of what was then accounted a good estate.

The property was estimated at si.\ hundred a year, a fortune which, among
the fortunes at that time, probably ranked as a fortune of two thousand a
year would rank in our days.

William was an infant when the civil war broke out ; and, while he was
still in his rudiments, a Presbyterian hierarchy and a republican government
were established on the ruins of the ancient church and throne. Old Mr
Wycherley was attached to the royal cause, and was not disposed to intrust

the education of his heir to the solemn Puritans who now ruled the univer-

sities and public schools. Accordingly the young gentleman was sent at

fifteen to France. He resided some time in the neighboui hood of the Duke
of Montausier, chief of one of the noblest families of Touraine. The Duke's
wife, a daughter of the house of Rambouillet, was a finished specimen ot

those talents and accomplishments for which her race was celebrated. The
young foreigner was introduced to the splendid circle which surrounded the

duchess, and there he appears to have learned some good and some evil.

In a few years he returned to his country a fine gentleman and a Papist.

His conversion, it may safely be affirmed, was tlie efi'ect, not of any strong

impression on his understanding or feelings, but partly of intercourse with

an agreeable society in which the Church of Rome was the fashion, and
partly of that aversion to Calvinistic austerities which was then almost

universal among young Englishmen of parts and spirit, and which, at one
time, seemed likely to make one half of them Catholics, and the other half

Atheists.

But the Restoration came. The universities were again in loyal hands •,

and there was reason to hope that there would be again a national church

fit for a gentleman. Wycherley became a memljer of Queen's College,

Oxford, and abjured the errors of the Church of Rome. The somewhat
equivocal glory of turning, for a short time, a good-for-nothing Papist into a

good-for-nothing Protestant is ascribed to Bishop Barlow.

Wycherley left Oxford without taking a degree, and entered at the Temple
where he lived gaily for some years, observing the humours of the town,

enjoying its pleasures, and picking up just as much law as was necessary tc

make the character of a pettifogging attorney or of a Utigious client enter

taining in a comedy.
From an early age he had been in the habit of amusing himself by writing.

Some wretched lines of his on the Restoration are still extant. Had he
devoted himself to the making of verses, he would have been nearly as fat

below Tate and Blackmore as Tate and Blackmore are below Dryden. His

only chance for renown would have been that he might have occupied a

niche in a satire, between Flecknoe and Settle. There was, however, an-

other kind of composition in which his talents and acquirements qualified

him to succeed ; and to that he judiciously betook himself.

In his old age he used to say that he wrote Love in a Wood at nineteen,

the Gentleman Dancing-Master at twenty-one, the Plain Dealer at twenty,

five, and the Country Wife at one or two and thirty. We are incredulous.
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we own, aji to the truth of this story. Nothing tlial we know of W'ycherlcy

leads us to think hin» incapable of sacrificinjj truth to vanity. And his

memory in the decline of his life played him such strange tricks that we
might question the correctness of his assertion without throwing any impu-
tation on his veracity. It is certain that none of his plays was acted till

1672, when he gave Love in a Wood to the public. It seems improbable
that he should resolve, on so important an occasion as that of a first appear-

ance before the world, to run hii chance with a feeble piece, written before

his talents were ripe, before his style was formed, before he had looked
abroad into the world ; and this when he had actually in his desk two
highly-finished plays, the fruit of his matured powers. When we look

minutely at the pieces themselves, we find in every part of them reason to

suspect the accuracy of Wycherley's statement. In the first scene of Love
iu a Wood, to go no further, we find many passages which he could not

have written when he was nineteen. There is an allusion to gentlemen's
jieriwigs, which first came into fashion in 1663 ; an allusion to guineas,

which were first struck in 1663 ; an allusion to the vests which Charles

ordered to be worn at Court in 1666 ; an allusion to the fire of 1666 ; and
several jjolitical allusions which must be assigned to times later than the

year of the Restoration, to times when tlie government and the city were
opposed to each other, and when the Presbyterian ministers had been driven

from the parish churches to the conventicles. But it is needless to dwell

on particular expressions. The whole air and spirit of the piece belong to

a period subsequent to that mentioned by Wycherley. As to the Plain

Dealer, which is said to have been written when he was twenty-five, it con-

tains one scene unquestionably written after 1675, several which are latei

tlian 166S, and scarcely a line which can have been composed before the

end of 1666.

Whatever may have been the age at which Wycherley composed his plays,

it is certain that he did not bring them before the public till he was upwards
of thirty. In 1672, Love in a Wood was acted with more success than it

deserved, and this event produced a great change in the fortunes of the author.

The Duchess of Cleveland cast her eyes upon him, and was pleased witli

his appearance. This abandoned woman, not content with her complaisant
husband and her royal keeper, lavished her fondness on a crowd of para-

mours of all ranks, from dukes to rope-dancers. In the time of the com-
monwealth she commenced htr career of gallantry, and terminated it under
Anne, by marrying, when a great-grandmother, that worthless fop. Beau
Fielding. It is not strange that she should have regarded Wycherley with
favour. His figure wxs commanding, his countenance strikingly handsome,
his look and deportment full of grace and dignity. lie had, as Pope .said

long after, "the true nobleman look," the look which seems to indicate

superiority, and a not unbecoming consciousness of superiority. His hair

indeed, as he says in one of his poems, was prematurely grey. But in that

age of periwigs this misfortune was of little importance. The Duchess
admired him, and proceeded to make love to him, after the fashion of the
coarse-minded and shameless circle to which she belonged. In the Ring,
when the crowd of beauties and fine gentlemen was thickest, she j'Ut her
head out of her coach-window, and bawled to him, " Sir, you are a rascal

;

y -u are a Tillain ;" and, if she is not belied, she added another phrase ot

abuse which we will not quote, but of which we may say that it might most
justly have been applied to her own children. Wycherley called on her
Grace the next day, and with great humility begged to know in uhat way
he had been so unfortunate as to disoblige her. Thus began an intimacy
from which the poet probably expected wealth and honours. \or were
*uch cxpecutions unreasonable. A handsome young fellow about the court,
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known by the name of Jack Churchill, was, about the same time, so hicky

as to become the object of a short-lived fancy of the Duchess. She had

presented him with five thousand pounds, the price, in all probability,

of some title or pardon. The prudent youth had lent the money on high

interest and on landed security ; and this judicious investment was the

beginning of the most splendid piivate fortune in Europe. Wycherley

was not so lucky. The partiality with which the great laciy regarded

him was indeed the talk of the whole town ; and sixty years k'tcr old men
who remembered those days told Voltaire that she often stole from the

court to lier lover's chambers in the Temple, disguised like a country girl,

with a straw-hat on her head, pattens on her feet, and a basket in her

hand. The poet was indeed too happy and proud to be discreet. He dedi-

cated to the Duchess the play which had led to their acquaintance, and in the

dedication expressed himself in terms which could not but confirm the reports

which had gone abroad. But at Whitehall such an affair was regarded in

no serious light. The lady was not afraid to bring Wycherley to court,

and to introduce him to a splendid society with which, as far as appears, he
had never before mixed. The easy king, who allowed to his mistresses the

same liberty which he claimed for himself, was pleased with the onversation
and manners of his new rival. So high did Wycherley stand in the I'oyal

favour that once, when he was confined by a fever to his lodgings in Bow
Street, Charles, who, with all his faults, was certainly a man of social and
affable disposition, called on him, sat by his bed, advised him to try change
of air, and gave him a handsome sum of money to defray the expense of a

journey. Buckingham, then Master of the Horse, and one of that infamous

ministry known by the name of the Cabal, had been one of the Duchess's

innumerable paramours. lie at first showed some symptoms of jealousy
;

but he soon, after his fashion, veered round from anger to fondness, and
gave Wycherley a commission in his own regiment and a pbce in the

royal household.

It would be unjust to Wycherley's memory not to mention here the only

good action, as far as we know, of his whole life. He is said to have made
great exertions to obtain the patronage of Buckingham for the illustrious

author of Hudibras, who was now sinking into an obscure grave, neglected

hy a nation proud of his genius, and by a court wliich he had served too

well. His Crace consented to sec poor Butler ; and an appointment was
made. But unhappily two pretty women passed by ; the volatiK; Duke ran

after them ; the opportunity was lost, and could never be regained.

The second Dutch war, the most disgraceful war in the whole history of

England, was now raging. It was not in that age considered as by any
means necessary that a naval officer should receive a professional education.

Young men of rank, who were hardly able to keep their feet in a breeze,

served on board of the King's ships, sometimes with commissions, and
sometimes as volunteers. Mulgrave, Dorset, Rochester, and many others,

left the playhouses and the Mall for hammocks and salt pork, and, ignorant

as they were of the rudiments of naval sei-vice, showed, at least, on the day
of battle, the courage which is seldom wanting in an English gentleman.

All good judges of maritime affairs complained that, under this system, the

ships were grossly mismanaged, and that the tarpaulins contracted the vices,

without acrpiiring the graces, of the court. But on this subject, as on every

other where the interests or whims of favourites w^ere concerned, tlie govern-

ment of Charles was deaf to all remonstrances. Wycherley did not choose

to be out of the fashion. He embarked, was present at a battle, and cele-

brated it, on his return, in a copy of verses too bad for the bellman.*

Mr Leigh Hunt supposes that the battle at which Wycherley was present, was that
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About the same time, he Wought on the stage his second piece, the
Gentleman Dancing-Master. The biographers say nothing, as far as we
remember, alK)iit the fate of this play. There is, however, reason to believe
that, though certainly far superior to Love in a Wood, it was not equally >uc-
cessful. It was first tried at the west end of the town, and, as tiie poet con-
fessed, " would scarce do there. " It was then performed in Salisbury Court,
but, as it would seem, with no better event. For, in the prologue to the
Country Wiic, Wycherley described himself as "the late so balfled scribbler."

In 1675, the Country Wife was performed with brilliant success, which,
in a literary point of view, was not wholly unmerited. For, though one of
the most prolligate and heartless of human compositions, it is the elaborate
production o( a mind, not indeed rich, original, or imaginative, but ingenious,
observant, <|u;ck to seize hints, and patient of the toil of polishing.
The PIrin Dealer, equally inmioral and equally well written, aj^peared in

1677. At first this piece pleased the people less than the critics ; but after
a time its unquestionable merits and the zealous support of Lord Dorset,
whose influence in literary and fashionable society was unbounded, established
it in the public favour.

The fortune of Wycherley was now in the zenith, and began to decline.
A long life was still before him. But it was destined to be filled with
nothing but shame and wretchedness, domestic dissensions, literary failures,
and pecuniary embarrassments.

Tlie King, who was looking about for an accomplished man to conduct
the education of his natural son, the young Duke of Richmond, at length
fixed on Wycherley. The poet, exulting in his good luck, went down to
amuse him>'.-lf at Tunbridge Wells, looked into a bookseller's shop on the
Fantiles, and, to his great delight, heard a handsome woman ask for the
Plain Dealer which had just been published. He made acquaintance with
the lady, who proved to be the Countess of Drogheda, a gay young widow,
with an ample jointure. .She was charmed with his person and his wit, and,
after a short flirtation, agreed to become his wife. Vv'ycherley seems to have
been apprehensive that this connection might not suit well with the King's
plans respecting the Duke of Richmond. He accordingly prevailed on the
lady to consent to a private marriage. All came out. Charles thought the
conduct of Wycherley both disrespectful and disingenuous. Other causes
probably assisted to alienate the sovereign from the subject who had lately
been so highly favoured. Uuckingham was now in opposition, and had been
committed to the Tower; not, as Mr Leigh Hunt supposes, on a charge of
treason, but Dy an order of the House of Lords for some exi)ressions which
he had used in debate. Wyciierley wrote some bad lines in ])raise of his
imprisoned patron, which, if they came to the knowledge of the King, would
certamly have made his majesty very angry. The favour of the court was
completely withdrawn from the i>oet. An amiable woman with a large for-
tnne might insieed have been an ample compensation for the loss. But Lady
Drogheda was ill-tempered, imperious, and extravagantly jealous. She had

which the Duke of York gained over Opdam, in 1665. We believe that it w.-is one of the
batdci t>etwe':ii Rupert and De Ruyter. in 1673.
The point is f no importance; .iml there cannot be said to be much evidence either

way. We oft..
, however, to Mr Leigh Hunt's consideration three arguments, of no great

weight certainly, yet such as ought, we think, to prevail in the absence of belter. First,
It is not very likely that a young Templar, quite unknown in the world,—and Wycherley
was such in 1665,—should have quitted his chambers to go to sea. On the other hand.
It would be in the regular course of things that, when a courtier and an equerry, he
Would offer his services. Secondly, his verses appear to have been written after a
drawn b.ittle, hlce those of 1673, and not after a complete victory, like that of xif>%.
Thirdly, in the epilogue to the Gentleman Dancing-Master, written in \(^t\, he says
that "all gentlemen must pack to sea ;" an expression which' makes it probab.e 'hat he
Old not himself mean to slay behind.
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herself been a maid of honour at Whitehall. She well knew in what esti-

mation conjugal fidelity was held among the fine gentlemen there, and watched
her town husband as assiduously as Mr Pinchwife watched his country wife.

The unfortunate wit was, indeed, allowed to meet his friends at a tavern

opposite to his own house. But on such occasions the windows were always

oi:)en, in order that her Ladyship, who was posted on the other side of the

street, might be satisfied that no woman was of the party.

The death of Lady l^rogheda released the poet from lliis distress ; but a

series of disasters, in rapid succession, brolce down his health, his spirits,

and his fortune. His wife meant to leave him a good property, and left him
only a lawsuit. His father could not or would not assist him. Wycherley
was at length thrown into the Fleet, and languished there during seven years,

utterly forgotten, as it should seem, by the gay and lively circle of which he
had been a distinguished ornament. In the extremity of his distress he im-

plored the publisher who had been enriched by the sale of his works to lend

him twenty pounds, and was refiised. His comedies, however, still kept
possession of the stage, and drew great audiences whicli troubled themselves

little about the situation of the author. At length James the Second, who
had now succeeded to the throne, happened to go to the theatre on an even-

ing when the Plain Dealer was acted. He was pleased by the performance,

and touched by the fate of the writer, whom he probably remembered as one
of the gayest and handsomest of his brother's courtiers. The King deter-

mined to pay Wycherley's debts, and to settle on the unfortunate poet a

pension of two hundred pounds a year. This munificence on the part of a

Prince who was little in the habit of rewarding literary merit, and whose
whole soul was devoted to the interests of his church, raises in us a surmise

which Mr Leigh Hunt will, we fear, pronounce very uncliaritable. We
cannot help suspecting that it was at this time tliat Wycherley returned to

the communion of the Church of Rome. That he did return to the com-
munion of the Church of Rome is certain. The date of his reconversion, as

far as we know, has never been mentioned by any biographer. We believe

that, if we place it at this time, we do no injustice to the character either of

Wycherley or James.
Not long after, old Mr Wycherley died ; and his son, now past the middle

of life, came to the family estate. Still, however, he was not at his ease,

His embarrassments were great : his property was strictly tied up ; and he

was on very bad tenns with the heir-at-law. He appears to have led, dur-

ing a long course of years, that most wretched life, the life of a vicious old

boy about town. Expensive tastes with little money, and licentious appetites

wifh declining vigour, were the just penance for his early irregularities. A
severe illness had produced a singular effect on his intellect. His memory
played him pranks stranger than almost any that are to be found in the

history of that strange faculty. It seemed to be at once pretematurally

strong and pretematurally weak. If a book was read to him before he went
to bed, he would wake the next morning with his mind full of the thoughts

and expressions which he had heard over night ; and he would write them
down, without in the least suspecting that they were not his own. In his

verses the same ideas, and even the same words, came over and over again

several times in a short composition. His fine person bore the marks of

age, sickness, and sorrow ; and he mourned for his departed beauty with an
effeminate regret. He could not look without a sigh at the portrait which

j

Lely had painted of him when he was only twenty-eight, and often mur- I

mured Quantum mutatus ab illo. He was still nervously anxious about his j

literary reputation, and, not content with the fame which he still possessed

as a dramatist, was determined to be renowned as a satirist and an amatory

poet. In 1704, after twenty-seven years of silence, he again appeared as an

author. He put forth a large folio of miscellaneous verses, which, wa|l
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believe, hxs never been reprinted. Some of these pieces had probably cir-

culated through the town in manuscript. For, before the volume ap])eared,

the critics at the cofTee-houses very confidently predicted that it would be

utterly worthless, and were in consequence bitterly reviled by the poet in an

ill-written, foolish, and egotistical preface: The book ampiy vindicated the

most unfavourable prophecies that had l^een hazarded. The style and versi-

fication are beneath criticism ; the morals are those of Rochester. Kor

Rochester, indeed, there was some excuse. When his offences against

decorum were committed, he was a very young man, misled by a prevailing

fashion. Wycherley was sixty-four. He had long outlived the times when

libertinism was regarded as essential to the character of a wit and a gentle-

man. Most of the rising poets, Addison, for example, John Philips, and

Kowe, were studious of decency. We can hardly conceive any thing more

miserable than the figure which the ribald old man makes in the midst of so

many sober and well-conducted youths.

In the very year in which this bulky volume of obscene doggerel was pub-

lished, Wycherley fomietl an acquaintance of a very singular kind. A little,

pale, crooked, sickly, bright-eyed urchin, just turned of sixteen, had writ-

ten some copies of verses in which discerning judges could detect the pro-

mise of future eminence. There was, indeed, as yet nothing very striking

or original in the conceptions of the young poet. But he was already skilled

in the art of metrical composition. His diction and his music were not

those of the great old masters ; but that which his ablest contemporaries

were labouring to do, he already did best. His style was not richly poeti-

cal ; but it was always neat, compact, and pointed. His verse wanted

variety of pause, of swell, and of cadence, but never grated harshly on the

ear, or disappointed it by a feeble cl(jse. The youth was already free of the

company of wits, and was greatly elated at being introduced to the author

of the Plain Dealer an<l the Country Wife.

It is curious to trace the history of the intercourse which took place

between Wycherley and Pope, between the representative of the age

that was going out and the representative of the age that was coming in,

between the friend of Rochester and Buckingham, and the friend of

Lyttelton and Mansfield. At first the boy was enchanted by the kind-

ness and condescension of so eminent a writer, haunted his door, and

followed him about like a spaniel from coffeehouse to coffee-house

Letters full of affection, humility, and fulsome flattery were interchanged

between the friends. But the first ardour of affection could not last.

Pope, though at no time scrupulously delicate in his writings or fasti-

dious as to the morals of his associates, was shocked by the indecency

of a rake who, at seventy, was still the representative of the monstrous

profligacy of the Restoration. As the youth grew older, as his mind ex-

panded and his fame rose, he appreciated both himself and Wycherley more
correctly. He felt a just contempt for the old gentleman's verses, and
was at no great pains to conceal his opinion. Wycherley, on the other

hand, though blinded by self-love to the imperfections of what he called

his poetry, could not but see that there was an immense difference between

his young companion's rhymes and his own. He was divided between two
feelings. He wished to have the assistance of so skilful a hand to polish

his lines ; and yet he shrank from the humiliation of being beholden for

literary assistance to a lad who might have been his grandson. Pope was
willing to give assistance, but was by no means disposed to give assistance

and flattery too. He took the trouble to retouch whole reams of feeble

stumbling verses, and inserted many vigorous lines which the least skilful

reader will distinguish in an instant. But he thought that by these services

he acquired a right to express himself in terms which would not, under

ordinary circumstances, become one who was addressing a man of four
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times his age. In one letter, he tells Wycherley that " the worst pieces are

such as, to render them very good, would require almost the entire new
writing of them." In another, he gives the following account of his cor-

rections :
" Though the whole be as short again as at first, there is not one

thought omitted but what is a repetition of something in your fust volume,

or in this very paper ; and the versification throughout is, I believe, such

as noliody can be shocked at. The repeated permission you give me of

dealing freely with you, will, I hope, excuse what I have done ; for, if I

have not spared you when I thought severity would do you a kindness, I

have not mangled you where I thought there was no absolute need of

amputation." Wycherley continued to return thanks for all this hacking

and hewing, which was, indeed, of inestimable service to his compositions.

But at last his thanks began to sound very like reproaches. In private, he

is .said to have described Pope as a person who could not cut out a suit, but

who had some skill in turning old coats. In his letters to Pope, while he
acknowledged that the versification of the poems had been greatly improved,

he spoke of the whole art of versification with scorn, and sneered at those

who preferred sound to sense. Pope revenged himself for this outbreak of

spleen by return of post. He had in his hands a volume of Wycherley's

rliymes, and he wrote to say that this volume was so full of faults that he

could not correct it without completely defacing the manuscript. " I am,"
he said, "equally afraid of sparing you, and of offending you by too im-

pudent a correction." This was more than flesh and blood could bear.

Wycherley reclaimed his papers, in a letter in which resentment shows itself

plainly through the thin disguise of civility. Pope, glad to be rid of a

troublesome and inglorious task, sent back the deposit, and, by way of a

parting courtesy, advised the old man to turn his poetry into prose, and
assured him. that the public would like his thoughts much better without his

versification. Thus ended this memorable correspondence.

Wycherley lived some years after the termination of the strange friend-

ship which we have described. The last scene of his life was, perhaps, the

most scandalous. Tefi days before his death, at seventy-five, he married a

young girl, merely in order to injure his nephew, an act which proves that

neither years, nor adversity, nor what he called his philosophy, nor either

of the religions which he had at different times professed, had taught him
the nidiments of morality. He died in December, 1715, and lies in the

vault under the church of St Paul in Covent-Garden.

His bride soon after married a Captain Shrimpton, who thus became
possessed of a large collection of manuscripts. These were sold to a book-

seller. They were so full of erasures and interlineations that no printer

could decipher them. It was necessary to call in the aid of a professed

critic ; and Theobald, the editor of Shakspeare, and the hero of the first

Dunciad, was employed to ascertain the true reading. In tins way a

volume of miscellanies in verse and prose was got up for the market. The
collection derives all its value from the traces of Pope's hand, which are

every where discernible.

Of the moral character of Wycherley it can hardly be necessary for us to

say more. His fame as a writer rests wholly on his comedies, and chiefly

on the last two. Even as a comic writer, he was neither of the best school,

nor highest in his school. He was in truth a worse Congreve. His chief

merit, like Congreve' s, lies in the style of his dialogue. But the wit which
lights up the Plain Dealer and the Country Wife is pale and llickering,

when compared with the gorgeous blaze which dazzles us almost to blind-

ness in Love for Love and the Way of the World. Like Congreve, and,

indeed, even more than Congreve, Wyclierley is ready to sacrifice dramatic

propriety to the liveliness of his dialogue. The poet speaks out pf the
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mouths of all his dunces and coxcombs, and makes them describe them-

selves with a good stnse and aaiteness which puts them on a level with the

wits and heroes. We will give two instances, the first which occur to us,

from the Country Wile. There are in the world fools who find the society

of old friends insipid, and who are always nmning after new companions.

Such a character is a fair subject for comedy. But nothing can be more

absurd than to introduce a man of this sort saying to his comrade, " I can

denv you nothing : for though I have known thee a great while, never go if I

do liot love thee as well as a new acquaintance. " That town-wits, again, have

always been rather a heartless class, is true. But none of them, we will

answer for it, ever said to a young lady to whom he was making love,

" We wits rail and make love often, but to show our parts : as we have no

affections, so we have no malice."

Wycherley's plays are said to have been the produce of long and patient

lal>)ur. The epithet of " slow " wxs early given to him by Rochester, and

was frequently repeated. In truth his mind, unless we are greatly mistaken,

was naturally a verj' meagre soil, and was forced only by great labour and

outlay to bear fniit'which. after all, w;is not of the highest flavour. He has

scarcely more claim to originality than Terence. It is not too much to say

that there is hardly any thing of the le.ast value in his plays of which the

hint is not to be found elsewhere. The best scenes in the Gentleman

Dancing-Master were suggested by Calderon's Maestro de Danzar, not by

any means one of the happiest comedies of the great Castilian poet. The
Country Wife is borrowed from the Ecole des Maris and the Ecole des

Ffmma. The groundwork of the Plain Dealer is taken from the Misan-

thrope o{ Moliere. One whole scene is almost translated from the Critique

de r Eerie des Feinmes. Fidela is Shakspeare's Viola stolen, and marred

in the stealing; and the Widow Blackacre, beyond comparison Wycherley's

best comic character, is the Countess in Racine's Plaideitrs, talking the

jargon of English instead of that of French chicane.

The only thing original about Wycherley, the only thing which he could

furnish from his own mind in inexhaustible abundance, was profligacy. It

is curious to obsewe how every thing that he touched, however pure and

noble, took in an instant the colour of his own mind. Compare the Ecole

des Femmes with the Countrj' Wife. Agnes is a simple and amiable giri,

whose heart is indeed full of love, but of love sanctioned by honour,

morality, and religion. Her natural talents are great. They have been

hidden,' and, as it might appear, destroyed by an education elaborately bad.

But they are called forth into full energy by a virtuous passion. Her lover,

while he adores her beauty, is too honest a man to abuse the confiding ten-

derness of a creature so charming and inexperienced. Wycherley takes this

plot into his hands; and forthwith this sweet and graceful courtship l)ecomes

a licentious intrigue of the lowest and least sentimental kind, lietween an

impudent London rake and the idiot wife of a country squire. We will not

go into details. In truth, Wycherley's indecency is protected against the

critics xs a skunk is protected against the hunters. It is safe, because it is

too filthy to handle, and too noisome even to approach.

It is the same with the Plain Dealer. How careful has Shakspeare been

in Twelfth Night to preserve the dignity and delicacy of Viola under her

disguise I Even when wearing a page's doublet and hose, she is never

mixed up with any transaction which the most fastidious mind could regard

as leaving a stain on her. She is employed by the Duke on an embassy of

love to Olivia, but on an embassy of the mo^t honourable kind. Wycherley

borrows Viola ; an<l Viola forthwith becomes a pandar of the basest sort.

But the character of Manly is the best illustration of our meaning. Moliert

exliibited in his mi.santhrope a pure and noble mind which had l>cen sorely
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vexed by the sight of perfidy and malevolence, disguised under the forms of

politeness. As every extreme naturally generates its contrary, Alceste
adopts a standard of good and evil directly opposed to that of the society

which surrounds him. Courtesy seems to him a vice ; and those stern vir-

tues which are neglected by the fops and coquettes of Paris become too

exclusively the objects of his veneration. He is often to blame ; he is often

ridiculous ; but he is always a good man ; and the feeling which he inspires

is regret that a person so estimable should be so unamiable. Wycherley
borrowed Alceste, and turned him,—we quote the words of so lenient a

critic as Mr Leigh Hunt,—into " a ferocious sensualist, who believed him-
self as great a rascal as he thought everybody else.", The surliness of

Moliere's hero is copied and caricatured. But the most nauseous libertinism

and the most dastardly fraud are substituted for the purity and integrity of

the original. And, to make the whole complete, Wycherley does not seem
to have been aware that he was not drawing the portrait of an eminently
honest man. So depraved was his moral taste that, while he firmly believed
that he was producing a picture of virtue too exalted for the commerce of

this world, he was really delineating the greatest rascal that is to be found,

even in his own writings.

We pass a very severe censure on Wycherley, when we say that it is a

relief to turn from him to Congreve. Congreve's writings, indeed, are by
no means pure ; nor was he, as far as we are able to judge, a warm-hearted
or high-minded man. Yet, in coming to him, we feel that the worst is

over, that we are one remove further from the Restoration, that we are past

the Nadir of national taste and morality.

William Congreve was bom in 1670, at Bardsey, in the neighbourhood

of Leeds. His father, a younger son of a very ancient Staffordshire family,

had distinguished himself among the cavaliers in the civil war, was set down
after the Restoration for the Order of the Royal Oak, and subsequently

settled in Ireland, under the patronage of the Earl of Burlington.

Congreve passed his childhood and youth in Ireland. He was sent to

school at Kilkenny, and tlience went to the University of Dublin. His
learning does great honour to his instructors. From his writings it appears,

not only that he was well acquainted with Latin literature, but that his

knowledge of the Greek poets was such as was not, in his time, common
even in a college.

When he had completed his academical studies, he was sent to London
to study the law, and was entered of the Middle Temple. He troubled him-

self, however, very little about pleading or conveyancing, and gave himself

up to literature and society. Two kinds of ambition early took possession

of his mind, and often pulled it in opposite directions. He was conscious

of great fertility of thought and power of ingenious combination. His lively

conversation, his polished manners, and his highly respectable connections,

had obtained for him ready access to the best company. He longed to be
a great writer. He longed to be a man of fashion. Either object was
within his reach. But could he secure both? Was there not something
vulgar in letters, something inconsistent with the easy apathetic graces of a
man of the mode ? Was it aristocratical to be confounded with creatures

who lived in the cocklofts of Grub Street, to bargain with publishers, to

hurry prmters' devils and be hurried by them, to squabble with managers,
to be applauded or hissed by pit, boxes, and galleries ? Could he forego
the renown of being the first wit of his age? Could he attain that renown
without sullying what he valued quite as much, his character for gentility ?

The history of his life is the history of a conflict between these two impulses.
In his youth the desire of literary fame had the mastery; but soon the
meaner ambition overpowered the higher, and obtained supreme dominion
over his mind.
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His first work, a novel of no great value, he published under the assumed
name oi. Cleophil. His second was the Old Bachelor, acted in 1693, a play
inferior indeed to his other comedies, but, in its own line, inferior to them
alone. The plot is equally destitute of interest and of probability. The charac-

ters are either not distinj^uishable, or are distinguished only by peculiarities

of the most glaring kind. But the dialogue is resplendent with wit and elo-

quence, which indeed are so abundant that the fool comes in for an ample
share, and yet preserves a certain colloquial air, a certain indescribable ease,

of which Wycherley had given no example, and which Sheridan in vain at-

tempted to imitate. The author, divided l)clween pride and shame, pride

at having written a good play, and shame at having done an ungentleman-
like thing, pretended that he had merely scribbled a few scenes for his own
amusement, and affected to yield unwillingly to the importunities of those

who pressed him to try his fortune on the stage. The Old Bachelor was seen

in manuscript by Dryden, one of whose best qualities was a hearty and
generous admiration for the talents of others. He declared that he had never
read such a first play, and lent his services to bring it into a form fit for re-

presentation. Nothing was wanting to the success of the piece. It was so

cast as to bring into play all the comic talent, and to exhibit on the boards
in one view all the beauty, which Dniry-Lane Theatre, then the only theatre

in London, could assemble. The result was a complete triumph ; and the

author was gratified with rewards more substantial than the applauses of the

pit. Montagu, then a lord of the treasury, immediately gave him a place,

and, in a short time, added the reversion of another place of much greater

value, which, however, did not become vacant till many years had elapsed.

In 1694, Congreve brought out the Double Dealer, a comedy in which
all the powers which had produced the Old Bachelor showed themselves
matured by time and improved by exercise. But the audience was shocked
by the characters of Maskwell and I.ady Touchwood. And, indeed, there

is something strangely revolting in the way in which a group that seems to

belong to the house of Laius or of Pelops is introduced into the midst of the

Brisks, Froths, Carelesses, and Plyants. The play was unfavourably re-

ceived. Yet, if the praise of distinguished men could compensate an author
for the disapprobation of the multitude, Congreve had no reason to repine.

Dryden, in one of the most ingenious, magnificent, and pathetic pieces that

he ever wrote, extolled the author of the Double Dealer in terms which now
appear extravagantly hyperbolical. Till Congreve came forth,—so ran this

exquisite flattery,—the superiority of the poets who preceded the civil wars
was acknowledged.

" Theirs was the giant race before the flood."

Since the return of the Royal House, much art and ability had been exerted,

but the old masters had been still unrivalled.

" Our builders were with want of genius curst.

The second temple was not like the first."

At length a writer had arisen who, just emerging from boyhood, had sur-

passed the authors of the Knight of the Burning Pestle and of the Silent

Woman, .and who had only one rival left to contend with.

" Heaven, th.-»t but once was prodigal before.

To Shal:5peare gave as much, she could not give him more."

Some lines near the end of the poem are singularly graceful and touching,

and sank deep into the heart of Congreve.
" Already am I worn with cares and age,
And just ab.indoning the ungrateful stage ;

But you, whom every Muse and Grace adorn.
Whom I foresee to better fortune bom,
Be kind to my remains ; and, oh, defend
Against your judgment your departed friend-
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Let not the insulting foe my fame pursue,
But guard those laurels which descend to you."

The crowd, as usual, g^radually came over to the opinion of the men of

note ; and the Double Dealer was before long quite as much admired, though
perhaps never so much liked, as the Old Bachelor.

In 1695 appeared Love for Love, superior both in wit and in scenic effect

to either of the preceding plays. It was performed at a new theatre which
Betterton and some other actors, disgusted by the treatment which they had
received in Drury Lane, had just opened in a tennis-court near Lincoln's Inn.

Scarcely any comedy within the memory of the oldest man had been equally

successful. The actors were so elated that they gave Congreve a share in

their theatre ; and he promised in return to furnish them with a play every

year, if his health would permit. Two years passed, however, before he pro-

duced the "Mourning Bride," a play which, paltry as it is when compared,
we do not say, with Lear or Macbeth, but with the best dramas of Mas-
singer and Ford, stands very high among the tragedies of the age in which
it was written. To find any thing so good we must go twelve years back to

Venice Preserved, or six years forward to the Fair Penitent. The noble

passage which Johnson, both in writing and conversation, extolled above any
other in the English drama, has suffered greatly in the public estimation from*

the extravagance of his praise. Had he contented himself with saying that

it was finer than any thing in the tragedies of Dryden, Otway, Lee, Rowe,
Southern, Hughes, and Addison, than any thing, in short, that had been
written. for the stage since the days of Charles the First, he would not have
been in the wrong.

The success of the Mourning Bride was even greater than that of Love
for Love. Congreve was now allowed to be the first tragic as well as the first

comic dramatist of his time ; and all this at twenty-seven. We believe that

no English writer except Lord Byron has, at so early an age, stood so high

in the estimation of his contemporaries.

At this time took place an event which deserves, in our opinion, a veiy

different sort of notice from that which has been bestowed on it by Mr Leigh
Hunt. The nation had now nearly recovered from the demoralising effect

of the Puritan austerity. The gloomy follies of the reign of the Saints were

but faintly remembered. The evils produced by profaneness and debauchery

were recent and glaring. The Court, since the Revolution, had ceased to

patronise licentiousness. Mary was strictly pious ; and the vices of the cold,

stem, and silent William, were not obtraded on the public eye. Discoun-

tenanced by the government, and falling in the favour of the people, the pro-

fligacy of the Restoration still maintained its ground in some parts of society.

Its strongholds were the places where men of wit and fashion congregated,

and above all, the theatres. At this conjuncture arose a great reformer whom,
widely as we differ from him in many important points, we can never men-
tion without respect.

Jeremy Collier was a clergyman of the Church of England, bred at.

Cambridge. His talents and attainments were such as might have been

expected to raise him to the highest honours of his profession. He had an

extensive knowledge of books
;
yet he had mingled much with polite society,

and is said not to have wanted either grace or vivacity in conversation.

There were few branches of literature to which he had not paid some atten-

tion. But ecclesiastical antiquity w.as his favourite study. In religious

opinions he belonged to that section of the Church of England which lies

farthest from Geneva and nearest to Rome. His notions touching Episcopal

government, holy orders, the efficacy of the .sacraments, the authority of the

Fathers, the guilt of schism, the importance of vestments, ceremoviies, and

solemn days, differed little from those which are now held by Dr Pusey and
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Mr Newman. Towards the close of his life, indeed, Collier took some
steps which brought him still nearer to Popery, mixed water with the wine
in the Eucharist, made the sign of the cross in confirmation, employed oil

in the visitation of the sick, and ofl'ered up prayers for the dead. His
politics were of a piece with his divinity. He was a Tory of the highest
sort, such as in the cant of his age was called a Tantivy. Not even the per-

seaition of the hishops and the spoliation of the universities could shake his

steady loyalty. While the Convention was sitting, he wrote with veliemence
in defence of the fugitive king, and was in consequence arrested. IJut his

dauntless spirit was not to be so tamed. He refused to take the oaths,

renounced all his preferments, and, in a succession of pamphlets written

with much violence and with some ability, attempted to excite the nation
against its new masters. In 1692 he was again arrested on suspicion of

having been concerned in a treasonable plot. So unbending were his prin-

ciples that his friends could hardly persuade him to let them bail him ; and
he afterwards expressed his remorse for having been induced thus to ac-

knowledge, by implication, the authority of an usurping government. He
was soon in trouble again. Sir John Friend and Sir William Parkins were
tried and convicted of high treason for planning the murder of King William.
Collier administered spiritual consolation to them, attended them to Tyburn,
and, just before they were turned off, laid his hands on their heads, and by
the authority which he derived from Christ, solemnly absolved them. This
scene gave indescribable scandal. Tories joined with Whigs in blaming
the conduct of the daring priest. Some acts, it was said, which fall under
the definition of treason are such that a good man may, in troubled times,

be led into them even by his virtues. It may be necessary for the protection

of society to punish such a man. But even in punishing him we consider

him as legally rather than morally guilty, and hope that his honest error,

though it cannot be pardoned here, will not be counted to him for sin here-

after. But such was not the case of Collier's penitents. They were con-

cerned in a plot for waylaying and butchering, in an hour of security, one
who, whether he were or were not their King, was at all events their fel-

low-creature. Whether the Jacobite theory about the rights of governments
and the duties of subjects were or were not well founded, assassination

must always be considered as a great crime. It is condemned even by the

maxims of worldly honour and morality. Much more must it be an object

of abhorrence to the pure Spouse of Christ. The Church cannot surely,

without the saddest and most mournful forebodings, see one of her children

who has been guilty of this great wickedness pass into eternity without any
sign of repentance, lliat these traitors had given any sign of repentance

was not alleged. It might be that they had privately declared their con-

trition ; and, if so, the minister of religion might be justified in privately

assuring them of the Divine forgiveness. But a public remission ought to

have been preceded by a public atonement. The regret of these men, if

expressed at all, had lieen expressed in secret. The hands of Collier had
been laid on them in the presence of thousands. The inference which his

enemies drew from his conduct was that he did not consider the conspiracy

against the life of William as sinful. But this inference he very vehemently,
and, we doubt not, very sincerely denied.

The storm raged. The bishojis put forth a solemn censure of the absolu-

tion. Tlie .\ttornev-General brought the matter before the Court of King's

Bench. Collier had now made up his mind not to give bail for his appear-

ance before an^y court which derived its authority from the usuqier. He
iccordingly absconded and was outlawed. He sur\ived these events about
thirty years. The prosecution was not pressed ; and he was soon suffered

to resume his literary pursuits in quiet. At a later period, many attempts
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were made to shake his perverse integrity by offers of wealth and dignity,

but in vain. When he died, towards the end of the reign of George the
First, he was still under the ban of the law.
We shall not be suspected of regarding either the politics or the theology

of Collier with partiality ; but we believe him to have been as honest and
courageous a man as ever lived. We wall go further, and say that, though
passionate and often wrong-headed, he was a singularly fair controversiahst,

Dandid, generous, too high-spirited to take mean advantages even in the

most exciting disputes, and pure from all taint of personal malevolence. It

must also be admitted that his opinions on ecclesiastical and political affairs,

though in themselves absurd and pernicious, eminently qualified him to be
the reformer of our lighter literature. The libertinism of the press and of

the stage was, as we have said, the effect of a reaction against the Puritan

strictness. Profligacy was, like the oak leaf on the twenty-ninth of May,
the badge of a cavalier and a high churchman. Decency was associated

with conventicles and calves' heads. Grave prelates were too much dis-

posed to wink at the excesses of a body of zealous and able allies who
covered Roundheads and Presbyterians with ridicule. If a Whig raised his

voice against the impiety and licentiousness of the fashionable writers, his

mouth was instantly stopped by the retort ; You are one of those who groan
at a light quotation from Scripture, and raise estates out of the plunder of

the Church, who shudder at a double entendre, and chop off the heads of

kings. A Baxter, a Burnet, even a Tillotson, would have done little to

purify'our literature. But when a man, fanatical in the cause of episcopacy
and actually under outlawry for his attachment to hereditary right, came
forward as the champion of decency, the battle was already half won.

In 1698, Collier published his Short View of the Profaneness and Im-

morality of the English Stage, a book which threw the whole literaiy

world into commoti(.)n, but which is now much less read than it deserves.

The faults of the work, indeed, are neither few nor small. The disserta-

tions on the Greek and Latin drama do not at all help the argument, and,

whatever may have been thought of them by the generation which fancied

that Christ Church had refuted Bentley, are such as, in the present day, a

scholar of very humble pretensions may venture to pronounce boyish, or

rather babyish. The censures are not sufficiently discriminating. The
authors whom Collier accused had been guilty of such gross sins against

decency that he was certaai to weaken instead of strengthening his case,

by introducing into his charge against them any matter about which there

could be the smallest dispute. He was, however, so injudicious as to place

among the outrageous offences which he justly arraigned, some things

which are really quite innocent, and some slight instances of levity which,
though not perhaps strictly correct, could easily be paralleled from the

works of writers who had rendered great services to morality and religion.

Thus he blames Congreve, the number and gravity of whose real transgres-

sions made it quite unnecessary to tax him with any that were not real, for

using the words "martyr" and "inspiration" in a light sense; as if an
archbishop might not say that a speech was inspired by claret, or that an

alderman was a martyr to the gout. Sometimes, again. Collier does not

sufficiently distinguish between the dramatist and the persons of the drama.
Thus he blames Vanbnigh for putting into Lord Foppington's mouth some
contemptuous expressions respecting the Church service ; though it is ob-

vious that Vanbrugh could not better express reverence than by making
Lord P'oppington express contempt. There is also throughout the Short
View too strong a display of professional feeling. Collier is not content

with claiming for his order an immunity from indiscriminate scurrility ; he
will not allow that, in any case, any word or act of a divine can be a pro-
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per subject for ridicule. Nor does he confine this benefit of clergy to the

ministers of the Kstablished Church. He extends the privilege to Catholic

priests, and, what in him is more surprising, to Dissenting preachers. This,

however, is a mere trifle. Imaums, lirahmins; priests iif Jupiter, priests of

Baal, are all to be held sacred. Dryden is blamed lor making the Mufti

in Don Sebastian talk nonsense. Lee is called to a severe account for his

incivility to Tiresias. But the most curious passage is that in which

Collier resents some uncivil retlections thrown by Cassandra, in Drj-den's

Cleomenes, on the calf Apis and his hierophants. The words "grass-

eating fo<ldered-god," words which really are much in the style of several

passages in the Old Testament, give as much offence to this Christian

divine as they could have given to the priests of Memphis.

But, when all deductions have been made, great merit must be allowed to

this work. There is hardly any book of that time from which it would lie

possible to select specimens of writing so excellent and so various. To com-

pare Colher with Pascal would indeed be absurd. Vet we hardly know-

where, except in the Provincial Letters, we can find mirth so harmoniously

and becomingly blended with solemnity as in the Short View. In truth, all

the modes of ndicule, from broad fun to polished and antithetical .sarcasm,

were at Collier's command. Cin the other hand, he was complete master of

the rhetoric of honest indignation. We scarcely know any volume w hich

contains so many bursts of that peculiar eloquence which comes from the

heart and goes to the heart. Indeed the spirit of the book is truly heroic.

In order fairly to appreciate it, we must remember the situation in which the

writer stood. He was under the frown of power. His name was already a

mark for the invectives of one half of the writers of the age, when, in the

cause of good taste, good sense, and good morals, he gave battle to the other

half. Strong as his political prejudices were, he seems on this occasion to

have entirely laid them xside. He has forgotten that he is a Jacobite, and

remembers only that he is a citizen and a Christian. Some of his shai-pest

censures are directed against poetr>' which had been hailed with delight by

the Tor>' party, and had inflicted a deep wound on the Whigs. It is inspiriting

to see how gallantly the solitar>- outlaw advances to attack enemies, formid-

able separately, and, it might have been tliought, irresistible when combined,

distributes his swashing blows right and left among Wycherley, Congreve,

and Vanbrugh, treads the w retched D'Urfey down in the dirt beneath his feet,

and strikes with all his strcngtli full at the towering crest of Dr>'den.

The effect produced by the Short View was inmiense. The nation was on

the side of Collier. But it could not be doubted that, in the great host which

he had defied, some champion would be found to lift the gauntlet. The general

belief was that Dryden would take the field ; and all the wits anticipated a

sharp contest between two well-paired combatants. The great poet hadl^een

singled out in the most marked manner. It was well known that he was

deeply hurt, that much smaller provocations had formerly roused him to vio-

lent resentment, and that there was no literary weapon, offensive or defen-

sive, of which he was not master. But his conscience smote him ; he stood

abashed, like the fallen archangel at the rebuke of Zephon,—
" And felt how awful eoodness is, and saw

Virtue in her shape how lovely ; saw and pined
His loss."

.\t a later period he mentioned the Short View in the preface to his Fables.

He complained, with some asperity, of the harshness with which he had been

treated, and urged some matters in mitigation. But, on the whole, he frankly

acknowledged that he had been justly reproved. " If," said he, " Mr Collier

be my enemy, let him triumph. If he be my friend, as I have given him no

personal occasion to^ otherwise, he will be glad of my repentance.

"
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It would have been wise in Congreve to follow his master's example. He
was precisely in that situation in which it is madness to attempt a vindication

;

for his guilt was so clear, that no address oreloquence could obtain an acquittal.

On the other hand, there were in his case many extenuating circumstances

which, if he had acknowledged his error and promised amendment, would
have procured his pardon. The most rigid censor could not but make great

allowances for the faults into which so young a man had been seduced by evil

example, by the luxuriance of a vigorous fancy, and by the inebriating effect

of popular applause. The esteem, as well as the admiration, of the public

was still within his reach. He might easily have effaced all memory of his

transgressions, and have shared with Addison the glory of showing that the

most brilliant wit maybe the ally of virtue. But, in any case, prudence should

have restrained him from encountering Collier. The nonjuror was a man
thoroughly fitted by nature, education, and habit, for polemical dispute. Con-
greve's mind, though a mind of no common fertility and vigour, was of a dif-

ferent class. No man understood so well the art of polishing epigrams and

repartees into the clearest effulgence, and setting them neatly in easy and fami-

liar dialogue. In this sort ofjewellery he attained to a mastery unprecedented

and inimitable. But he was altogether rude in the art of controversy ; and

he had a cause to defend which scarcely any art could have rendered victorious. .

The event was such as might have been foreseen. Congreve's answer was
a complete failure. He was angry, obscure, and dull. Even the Green Room
and Will's Coffee-house were compelled to acknowledge that in wit, as well

as in argument, the parson had a decided advantage over the poet. Not only

was Congreve unable to make any show of a case where he was in the wrong
;

hut he succeeded in putting himself completely in the wrong where he was in

the right. Collier had taxed him with profaneness for calling a clergyman

Mr Prig, and for introducing a coachman named Jehu, in allusion to the King
of Israel, who was known at a distance by his furious driving. Had there

been nothing worse in the Old Bachelor and Double Dealer, Congreve might
pass for as pure a writer as Cowper himself, who, in poems revised by so

austere a censor as John Newton, calls a fox-hunting squire Nimrod, and gives

to a chaplain the disrespectful name of Smug. Coqgreve might with good
effect have appealed to the public whether it might not be fairly presumed
that, when such frivolous charges were made, there were no veiy serious charges

to make. Instead of doing this, he pretended that he meant no allusion to

the Bible by the name ofJehu, and no reflection by the name of Prig. Strange,

that a man of such parts should, in order to defend himself against imputa-

tions which nobody could regard as important, tell untruths which k was cer-

tain that nobody would believe !

One of the pleas which Congreve set up for himself and his brethren was
that, though they might be guilty of a little levity here and there, they were
careful to inculcate a moral, packed close into two or three lines, at the end
of every play. Had the fact been as he stated it, the defence would be worth
very little. For no man acquainted with hum.an nature could think that a

sententious couplet would undo all the mischief that five profligate acts had
done. But it would have been aa^sc in Congreve to have looked again at his

own comedies before he used this argument. Collier did so ; and found that

the moral of the Old Bachelor, the grave apophthegm which is to be a set-off

against all the libertinism of the piece, is contained in the following triplet

:

" What ruggeii ways attend the noon of life !

Our sun declines, and with what anxious strife,

What pain, we lug that galling load—a wife."

" Love for Love," says Collier, " may have a somewh|t better farewell, but
it would do a man little service should he remember it to his dying day ;

"
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•' The miracle to-day is, that we find

A lover true, not that a wonuui 's kind."

Collier's reply was severe and triumphant. - One of his repartees we will

Siuote, not as a favourable specimen of his manner, but because it was called

orth by Congrevc's characteristic affectation. The poet spoke of the Old
Bachelor as a trifle to which he attached no value, and wliich had become
public by a sort of accident. " I wrote it," he said, " to amuse myself in

a slow recovery from a fit of sickness." " What his disease was," replied

Collier, " I am not to inquire : but it must be a very ill one to be worse

than the remedy."
All that Congreve gained by coming forvvard on this occasion was that he

completely deprived himself of the excuse which he might with justice have

£
leaded for his early offences. "Why," asked Collier, "should the man
lugh at the mischief of the boy, and make the disorders of his nonage his

own, by an after approbation?"

Congreve was nut Colliers only opponent. Vanbrugh, Dennis, and

Settle took the field. And, from a passage in a contemporary satire, we are

inclined to think that among the answers to the Short View was one written,

or supposed to be written, by Wycherley. The victory remained with

Collier. A great and rapid reform in almost all the departments of our

lighter literature was the effect of his labours. A new race of wits and

poets arose, who generally treated with reverence the great ties which bind

society together, and whose very indecencies were decent when compared

with those of the school which flourished during the last forty years of the

seventeentli century.

This controversy probably prevented Congreve from fulfilling the engage-

ments into which he had entered with the actors. It was not till 1700 that

he produced the Way of the World, the most deeply meditated and the

most brilliantly written of all his works. It wants, perhaps, the constant

movement, the effervescence of animal spirits, which we find in Love for

Love. But the hysterical rants of Lady Wishfort, the meeting of Witwouk
and his brother, the country knight's courtship and his subsequent revel,

and, above all, the chase and surrender of Millamant, are superior to any

thing that is to be found in the whole range of English comedy from the

civil war downwards. It is quite inexplicable to us that this play should

have failed on the .stage. Yet so it was ; and the author, already sore with

the wounds which Collier had inflicted, was galled past endurance by this

new stroke. He resolved never again to expose himself to the rudeness of

a tasteless audience, and took leave of the theatre for ever.

He lived twenty-eight years longer, without adding to the high literary

reputation which he had attained. He read much while he retained his eye-

sight, and now and tlien wrote a short essay, or put an idle tale into verse ;

but he appears never to have planned any considerable work. The miscel-

laneous pieces which he published in 17 10 are of little value, and have long

been forgotten.

The stock of lame which he had acquired by his comedies was sufficient,

as.sistefl by the graces of his manner and conversation, to secure for him a

high place in the estimation of the world. During the winter, he lived

among the most distinguished and agreeable people in London. His sum-
mers were passed at the splendid country-seats of ministers and peers.

Literary en\-y and political faction, which in that age respected nothing else,

respected his repose. He professed to be one of the party of which his

patron Montagu, now Lord Halifax, was the head. But he had civil words
and small good offices for men of every shade of opinion. And men of

every shade of opinion spoke well of him in return.

His means were for a long time scanty. The place which he had in pes-
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session barely enabled him to live with comfort. And, when the Tories

came into power, some thought that he would lose even this moderate
provision. But Harley, who was by no means disposed to adopt the exter-

minating policy of the October club, and who, with all his faults of under-

standing and temper, had a sincere kindness for men of genius, reassured

the anxious poet by quoting very gracefully and happily the lines of Virgil,

" Non obtiisa adeo gestanius pectora Poeni,

Nee tarn aversus equos Tyria Sol jungit ab urbe."

The indulgence with which Congreve was treated by the Tories was not

purchased by any concession on his part which could justly offend the

Whigs. It was his rare good fortune to share the triumph of his friends

without having shared their proscription. When the House of Hanover
came to the throne, he partook largely of the prosperity of those with whom
he was connected. The reversion to which he had been nominated twenty

years before fell in. He was made secretaiy to the island of Jamaica ; and
his whole income amounted to twelve hundred a year, a fortune which, for

a single man, was in that age not only easy but splendid. He continued,

however, to practise the frugality which he had learned when he could

scarce spare, as Swift tells us, a shilling to pay the chairmen who carried

him to Lord Halifax's. Though he had nobody to save for, he laid up at

least as much as he spent.

The infirmities of age came early upon him. His habits had been intem-

perate ; he suffered much from gout ; and, when confined to his chamber,

he had no longer the solace of literature. Blindness, the most cruel mis-

fortune that can befall the lonely student, made his books useless to him.

He was thrown on society for all his amusement ; and in society his good
breeding and vivacity made him always welcome.
By the rising men of letters he was considered not as a rival, but as a

classic. He had left their arena ; he never measured his strength with

them ; and he was always loud in applause of their exertions. They
could, therefore, entertain no jealousy of him, and thought no more of

detracting from his fame than of carping at the great men who had been

lying a hundred years in Poet's Comer. Even the inmates of Gmb Street,

even the heroes of the Dunciad, were for once just to living merit. There
can be no stronger illustration of the estimation in which Congreve was held

than the fact that the English Iliad, a work which appeared with more
splendid auspices than any other in our language, was dedicated to him.

There was not a duke in the kingdom who would not have been proud of

such a ccnnpliment. Dr Johnson expresses great admiration for the inde

pendence of s])irit which Pope showed on this occasion. " He passed over

peers and statesmen to inscribe his Iliad to Congi-eve, with a magnanimity
of which the praise had been complete, had his friend's \'irtue been equal to

his wit. Why he was chosen for so great an honour, it is not now possible

to know." It is certainly impossible to know
;
yet we think, it is possible

to guess. The translation of the Iliad had been zealously befriended by
men of all political opinions. The poet who, at an early age, had been

raised to affluence by the emulous liberality of Whigs and Tories, couH
not with propriety inscribe to a chief of either party a work which had
been munificently patronised by both. It was necessary to find some per-

son who was at once eminent and neutral. It was therefore necessary to

|>ass over peers and statesmen. Congreve had a high name in letters. He
had a high name in aristocratic circles. He lived on terms of civility with

men of all parties. By a courtesy paid to him, neither the ministers nor the

leaders of the opposition could be offended.

The singular affectation which had from the first been characteristic of

Congreve grew stronger and stronger as he advanced in life. At last it
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became disagreeable to him to hear his own comedies praised. Voltaire,

whose soul was burned up by the raging desire for literary renown, was half

puzzled and half disgusted by what he saw^ during his visit to England, of

this extraordinary whim. Congreve disclaimed the character of a poet,

declared that his plays were trifles produced in an idle hour, and begged
that Voltaire would consider him merely as a gentleman. "If you had
been merely a gentleman," said Voltaire, " I should not have come to see

jrou."

Congreve was not a man of warm affections. Domestic ties he had none
;

and in the temporary connections which he formed -with a succession of

beauties from the green-room his heart docsnot appear to have been interested.

Of all his attachments tliat to Mrs Bracegirdle lasted the longest and was the

most celebrated. This charming actress, who was, during many years, the

idol of all London, whose face caused the fatal broil in which Slountfort

fell, and for which Lord Mohun was tried by the peers, and to whom the

Earl of Scarsdale was said to have made honourable addresses, had con-

ducted herself, in very trying circumstances, with extraordinary discretion.

Congreve at length became her confidential friend. They constantly rode

out together and dined together. Some people said that she was his mis-

tress, and others that she would soon be his wife. lie was at last drawn
away from her by the influence of a wealthier and haughtier beauty. Hen-
rietui, daughter of the great Marlborough, and Countess of Godolphin, had,

on her father's death, succeeded to his dukedom, and to the greater part of

his immense property- Her husband was an insignificant man, of whom
Lord Chesterfield said that he came to the House of Peers only to sleep, and
that he might as well sleep on the right as on the left of the woolsack. Be-

tween the Duchess and Congreve sprang up a most eccentric friendship. He
had a seat every day at her table, and assisted in the direction of her concerts.

That malignant old beldame, the Dowager Duchess Sarah, who had quar-

relled with her daughter as she had quarrelled with every body else, affected

to suspect that there was something wrong. But the world in general

appears to have thought that a gieat lady might, without any imputation on

her character, pay marked attention to a man of eminent genius who was near

sixty years old, who was still older in appearance and in constitution, who was
confined to his chair by gout, and who was unable to read from blindness.

In the summer of 1 728, Congreve was ordered to try the Bath waters.

During his exairsion he was overturned in his chariot, and received some
severe internal injury from which he never recovered. He came back to

London in a dangerous state, complained constantly of a pain in his side,

and continued to sink, till in the following January he expired.

He left ten thousand pounds, saved out of the emoluments of his lucrative

places. Johnson says that this money ought to have gone to the Congreve
family, which was then in great distress. Doctor Young and Mr Leigh
Hunt, two gentlemen who seldom agree with each other, but with whom,
on this occasion, we are happy to agree, think that it ought to have gone to

Mrs Bracegirdle. Congreve bequeathed two hundred pounds to Mrs Brace-

girdle, and an equal sum to a certain Mrs Jellat ; but the bulk of his accumu-
lations went to the Duchess of Marlborough, in whose immense wealth such

a legacy was as a drop in the bucket. It might have raised the fallen for-

tunes of a Staffordshire squire ; it might have enabled- a retired actress to

enjoy every comfort, and, in her sense, every luxury : but it was hardly

sufficient to defray the Duchess's establishment for three months.

The great lady buried her friend with a pomp seldom seen at the funerals

of poets. The corpse lay in state under the ancient roof of the Jerusalem
Chamber, and was interred in Westminster Abbey. The pall was borne by
•he Duke of Bridgewater, Lord Cobham, the Earl of Wilmington, who had
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been speaker, and was afterwards First Lord of the Treasury, and other men
of high consideration. Her Grace laid out her friend's bequest in a superb
chamond necklace, which she wore in honour of him, and, if report is to be
believed, showed her regard in ways much more extraordinary. It is said
that a statue of him in ivory, which moved by clockwork, was placed daily
at her table, that she had a wax doll made in imitation of him, and that the
feet of the doll were regularly blistered and anointed by the doctors, as poor
Congreve's feet had been when he suffered from the gout. A monument
was erected to the poet in Westminster Abbey, with an inscription written
by the Duchess ; and Lord Cobham honoured him with a cenotaph, which
seems to us, though that is a bold word, the ugliest and most absurd of the
buildings at Stowe.

We have said that Wycherley was a worse Congreve. There was, indeed,
a remarkable analogy between the writings and lives of these two men. Both
were gentlemen liberally educated. Both led town lives, and knew human
nature only as it appears between Hyde Park and the Tower. Both were
men of wit. Neither had much imagination. Both at an early age produced
lively and profligate comedies. Both retired from the field while still in

early manhood, and owed to their youthful achievements in literature what-
ever consideration they enjoyed in later life. Both, after they had ceased to

write for the stage, publislied volumes of miscellanies which did little credit

either to their talents or to their morals. Both, during their declining years,

hung loose upon society ; and both, in their last moments, made eccentric
and unjustifiable dispositions of their estates.

But in every point Congreve maintained his superiority to Wycherley.
Wycherley had wit ; but the wit of Congreve far outshines that of every
comic writer, except Sheridan, who has arisen within the last two centuries.

Congreve had not, in a large measure, the poetical faculty ; but compared
with Wycherley he might be called a great poet. Wycherley had some
knowledge of books ; but Congreve was a man of rear learning. Congreve's
offences against decorum, though highly culpable, were not so gross as those

of Wycherley ; nor did Congreve, like Wycherley, exhibit to the world the

deplorable spectacle of a licentious dotage. Congreve died in the enjoyment
of high consideration ; Wycherley forgotten or despised. Congreve's will

was absurd and capricious ; but Wycherley's last actions appear to have
been prompted by obdurate malignity.

Here, at least for the present, we must stop. Vanbrugh and Farquhar
are not men to be hastily dismissed, and we have not left ourselves space to

do them justice.

LORD HOLLAND. (July, 1841.)

The Opinions ofLord Holland, as recorded in the youmals ofthe House ofLords,from
1797 to 1841. Collected and edited by D. C. Movlan, of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-
at-Lftw. 8vo. London : 1841.

Many reasons make it impossible for us to lay before our readers, at the

present moment, a complete view of the character and public career of the

late Lord Holland. But we feel that we have already deferred too long the

duty of paying some tribute to his memory. We feel that it is more becoming
to bring without further delay an offering, though intrinsically of little value,

than to leave his tomb longer without some token of our reverence and love.

We shall say very little of the book which lies on our table. And yet it

is a book which, even if it had been the work of a less distinguished man,
or had aj^peared under circumstances less interesting, would have well repaid
an attentive pemsal. It is valuable, both as a record of principles and as a
model of composition. We find in it alljhe great maxims which, during
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more than loily years, guided Lord HoUaiul'^ |)uhlic coiulucl, and the diief

reasons on which those maxims rest, condensed into the smallest possible

space, and set forth with admirable perspicuity, dic^iity, and precision. To
his opinions on Foreign PoHcy we for the most part cordially assent ; but,

now and then we are inclined to think them imprudently generous. We
could not have signed the protest against the detention of Napoleon. The
Protest respecting the course which England pursued at the Congress of
Verona, though it contains much that is excellent, contains also po.>itions

which, we are inclined to think. Lord Holland would, at a later period, have
admitted to be unsound. But to all his doctrines on constitutional ijuestions,

we give our hearty approbation ; and we firmly believe that no British Go-
vernment has ever deviated from that line of internal policy which he has
traced, without detriment to the public.

We will give, as a specimen of this little volume, a single passage, in which
a chief article of the political creed of the Whigs is stated and explained, with
singular clearness, force, and brevity. Our readers will remember that, m
1825, the Catholic Association raised the cry of emancipation with most for-

midable effect. The Tories acted after their kind. Instead of removing the
grievance they tiied to put down the agitation, and brought in a law, ap-
parently sharp and stringent, but in truth utterly impotent, for restraining the
right of petition. Lord Holland's Protest on that occasion is excellent.

" We are," s.iys he. " well aware that the privileges of the people, the rights of free

discussion, and the spirit and letter of ourpopul.Tr institutions, must render—and they are
intended to render—the continuance of an extensive Rrievance, and of the dissatisfaction

consequent ihcreup-^n, dangerous to the tranquillity of the country, and ultimately sub-
versive of the authority of the state. Experience and theor>' alike forbid us to deny that

effect of a free constiii-tion ; a sense of justice and a love of liberty equ.-illy deter us from
lamenting iL But we have always been taught to look for the remedy of such disorders

in the redress of the grievances which justify them, and in the removal of ihe dissatisfac-

tion from which they flow— not in restraints on ancient privileges, not in inroads on the
right of public discussion, nor in violations of the principles of a free governmenL If,

therefore, the legal method of seeking redress, which has been resorted to by persons
labouring under grievous disabilities, be fraupht wiih immediate or remote danger to the

state, we draw from that circumstance a conclusion long since foretold by great authority
—namely, that the British constitution, and large exclusions, cannot subsist together;
that the constitution must destroy them, or they will destroy the constitution."

It was not, however, of this little book, valuable and interesting as it is,

but of the author, that we meant to speak ; and we will try to do so with

calmness and impartiality.

In order to fully appreciate the character of Lord Holland, it is necessary

to go far back into the history of his family ; for he had inherited something

more than a coronet and an estate. To the House of which he was the

head belongs one distinction which we believe to be without a parallel in

our annals. During more than a century, there has never been a lime at

which a Fov has not stood in a prominent station among public men.
.Scarcely had the chequered career of the first Lord Holland closed, when
his son, Charles, rose to the head of the Opposition, and to the first rank

among English debaters. And before Charles was borne to Westminster
Abbey a third Fox had already become one of the most conspicuous ix)li-

ticians in the kingdom.
It is impossible not to be struck by the strong family likeness which, in

spite of diversities arising from education and position, appears in these

three distinguished perstms. In their faces and figures there was a resem-

tlance, such as is common enough in novels, where one picture is gotxl for

ten generations, but such .as in real life is seldom found. The ample person,

the massy and thoughtful forehead, the large eyebrows, the full check and

/ip, the expression, so singularly compounded of sense, humour, courage,

openness, a strong will and a sweet temper, were common to all. But the
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features of the founder of the House, as the pencil of Reynolds and the chisel

of Nollekens have handed them down to us, were disagreeably harsh and
exaggerated. In his descendants, the aspect was preserved, but it was
softened, till it became, in the late lord, the most gracious and interesting

countenance that was ever lighted up by the mingled lustre of intelligence

and benevolence.

As it was with the faces of the men of this noble family, so was it also

with their minds. Nature had done much for them all. She had moulded
them all of that clay of which she is most sparing. To all she had given

strong reason and sharp wit, a quick relish for every physical and intellectual

enjoyment, constitutional intrepidity, and that frankness by which constitu-

tional intrepidity is generally accompanied, spirits which nothing could

depress, tempers easy, generous, and placable, and that genial courtesy

which has its seat in the heart, and of which artificial politeness is only a
faint and cold imitation. Such a disposition is the richest inheritance that

ever was entailed on any family.

But training and situation greatly modified the fine qualities which nature

lavished with such profusion on three generations of the house of Fox. The
first Lord Holland was a needy political adventurer. He entered public

life at a time when the standard of integrity among statesmen was low. He
started as the adherent of a minister who had indeed many titles to respect,

who possessed eminent talents both for administration and for debate, who
understood the public interest well, and who meant fairly by the country,

but who had seen so much perfidy and meanness that he had become scep-

tical as to the existence of probity. Weary of the cant of patriotism, Walpole
had learned to talk a cant of a different kind. Disgusted by that sort of

hypocrisy which is at least a homage to virtue, he was too much in the habit

of practising the less respectable hypocrisy which ostentatiously displays,

and sometimes eVen simulates vice. To Walpole Fox attached himself,

politically and personally, with the ardour which belonged to his tempera-
ment. And it is not to be denied that in the school of Walpole he con-

tracted faults which destroyed the value of his many great endowments. He
raised himself, indeed, to the first consideration in the House of Commons

;

he became a consummate master of the art of debate ; he attained honours
and immense wealth ; but the public esteem and confidence were withheld

from him. His private friends, indeed, justly extolled his generosity and
good-nature. They maintained that in those parts of his conduct which
they could least defend there was nothing sordid, and that, if he was misled,

he was misled by amiable feelings, by a desire to serve his friends, and by
anxious tenderness for his children. But by the nation he was regarded as

a man of insatial)le rapacity and desperate ambition ; as a man ready to

adopt, without scruple, the most immoral and the most unconstitutional

manners ; as a man perfectly fitted, by all his opinions and feelings, for the

work of managing the Parliament by means of secret-service-money, and of

keeping down the people with the bayonet. Many of his contemporaries
had a morality quite as lax as his : but very few among them had his talents,

and none had his hardihood and energy. He could not, like Sandys and
Doddington, find safety in contempt. He therefore became an object of

.such general aversion as no statesman since the fall of Strafford has incurred,

of such general aversion as was prot)ably never in any country incurred by
a man of so kind and cordial a disposition. A weak mind would have sunk
under such a load of unpopularity. But that resolute spirit seemed to derive

new firmness from the public hatred. The only effect which reproaches

appeared to produce on him, was to .sour, in some degree, his naturally

sweet temper. The last acts of his public life were marked, not only by
that audacity which he had derived from nature, not only by that im-
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morality which he had Itamed in the school of Waljwle, but by a harshness

which almost aiiiountcd to cruelty, and which had never been su]iposed to

belong to his char.n.lcr. His severity increased the unpopularity fn>m which

it had sprung. The well-known lampoon of Gray may serve as a specimen

of the feeling of the countr)-. All the images are taken from shipwrecks,

quicksands, and cormorants. Lord Holland is represented as complaining,

that the cowardice of his accomplices had prevented him from putting down
the free spirit of the city of London by sword and fire, and as pining for the

time when birds of prey should make their nests in Westminster Abbey, and

unclean beasts burrow in St Paul's.

Within a few months after the death of this remarkable man, his second

son Charles appeared at the head of the party opposed to the American

War. Charles had inherited the bodily and mental constitution of his father,

and had been much, far too much, under his father's influence. It was in-

deed impossible that a son of so affectionate and noble a nature should not

have been warmly attached to a parent who possessed many fine qualities,

and who carried his indulgence and liberality towards his children even to

a culpable extent. Charles saw that the person to whom he was bound by

the strongest ties was, in the highest degree, odious to the nation ; and the

effect was what might have been expected from the strong passions and con-

stitutional boldness of so high-spirited a youth. He cast in his lot with his

father, and took, while still a boy, a deep part in the most unjustifiable and

unpopular measures that had been adopted since the reign of James the

Second. In the debates on the Middlesex Election, he distinguished him-

self, not only by his precocious powers of eloquence, but by the vehement

and scornful manner in which he bade defiance to public opinion. He was
at that time regarded as a man likely to be the most formidalile champion
of arbitrary government that had appeared since the Revolution, to be a

Bute with far trreater powers, a Mansfield with far greater courage. Happily

his father's death liberated him early from the pernicious influence by which

he had been misled. His mind expanded. His range of observation be-

came wider. His genius broke through early prejudices. His natural bene-

volence and magnanimity had fair play. In a very short time he appeared

in a situation worthy of his understanding and of his heart. From a family

whose name was associated in the public mind with tyranny and corruption,

from a party of which the theory and the practice were equally servile, from

the midst of the Luttrells, the Lnsons, the Harringtons, came forth the greatest

parliamentary defender of civil and religious liberty.

The late Lord Holland succeeded to the talents and to the fine natural

dispositions of his House. But his situation was very different from that of

the two eminent men of whom we have spoken. In some important respects

it was better, in some it was worse than theirs. He had one great advan-

tage over them. He received a good political education. The first lord

was educated by Sir Robert Walpole. Mr F"ox was educated by his father.

The late l(»rd was educated by Mr Fox. The pernicious maxims early im-

bibed by the first Lord Holland, made his great talents useless, and worse

than useless, to the state. The pernicious maxims early imbibed by Mr
Fox led him, at the commencement of his public life, into great faults which,

though afterwards nobly expiated, were never forgotten. To the very end

of his career, small men, when they had nothing else to say in defence of

their own tyranny, bigotry, and imbecility, c<juld always raise a cheer by
some paltry taunt about the election of Colonel Luttrell, the imprisonment

of the lord mayor, and other measures in which the great Whig leader had
borne a part at the age of one or two and twenty. On I>oicl Holland no
such slur could be thrown. Those who most dissent from his opinions must
acknowledge that a public life more consistent is not to be found in our
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annals. Every part of it is in perfect harmony with every other part ; and
the whole is in perfect harmony with the great principles of toleration and
civil freedom. This rare felicity is in a great measure to be attributed to

the influence of Mr Fox. Lord Holland, as was natural in a person of his

taleiUs and expectations, began at a veiy early age to take the keenest in-

terest in poUtics ; and Mr Fox found the greatest pleasure in forming the

mind of so hopeful a pupil. They corresponded largely on political subjects

when the young lord was only sixteen ; and their friendship and mutual con-

fidence continued to the day of that mournful separation at Chiswick. Under
such training such a man as Lord Holland was in no danger of falling into

those faults which threw a dark shade over the whole career of his grand-

father, and from which the youth of his uncle was not wholly free.

On the other hand, the late Lord Holland, as compared with his gi'and-

father and his uncle, laboured under one great disadvantage. They were
members of the House of Commons. He became a Peer while still an infant.

When he entered public life, the House of Lords was a very small and a

very decorous assembly. The minority to which he belonged was scarcely

able to muster five or six votes on the most important nights, when eighty

or ninety lords were present. Debate had accordingly become a mere form,

as it was in the Irish House of Peers before the Union. This was a great

misfortune to a man like Lord Holland. It was not by occasionally address-

ing fifteen or twenty solemn and unfriendly auditors, that his grandfather

and his uncle attained their unrivalled parliamentary skill. The former had
learned his art in "the great Walpolean battles," on nights when Onslow
was in the chair seventeen hours without intermission, when the thick ranks
on both sides kept unbroken order till long after the winter sun had risen

upon them, when the blind were led out by the hand into the lobby and the

paralytic laid down in their bed-clothes on the benches. The powers of

Charles Fox were, from the first, exercised in conflicts not less exciting.

The gi-eat talents of the late Lord Flolland had no such advantage. This
was the more unfortunate, because the peculiar species of eloquence which
belonged to him in common with his family required much practice to de-

velope it. With strong sense, and the greatest readiness of wit, a certain

tendency to hesitation was hereditary in the line of Fox. This hesitation

arose, not from the poverty, but from the wealth of their vocabulary. They
])aused, not fiom the difficulty of finding one expression, but from the diffi-

culty of choosing between several. It \\-as only by slow degrees and con-

stant exercise that the first Lord Holland and his son overcame the defect.

Indeed neither of them overcame it completely.

In statement, the late Lord Holland was not successful ; his chief excel-

lence lay in reply. He had the quick eye of his house for the unsound parts

of an argument, and a great felicity in ex]:)osing them. He was decidedly

more distinguished in debate than any peer of his time who had not sat in

the House of Commons. Nay, to find his equal among persons similarly

situated, we must go back eighty years to Earl Granville. For Mansfield,

Thurlow, Loughborough, Grey, Grenville, Brougham, Plunkett, and other

eminent men, living and dead, whom we will not stop to enumerate, earned
to the Upper House an eloquence formed and matured in the Lower. The
opinion of the most discerning judges was that Lord Holland's oratorical

performances, though sometimes most successful, aftbrded no fair measure
of his oratorical powers, and that, in an assembly of which the debates were
frequent and animated, he would have attained a very high order of excel-

lence. It was, indeed, impossible to listen to his conversation without
seeing that he was born a debater. To him, as to his uncle, the e.xercise

of the mind in discussion was a positive pleasure. With the greatest good
nature anil good breeding, he was the very opposite to an assenter. The
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word "disputatious ' is generally used as a word of reproach ; but we can

express our meaning only by saying that Lonl Holland was most courteously

and pleasantly disputatious. In truth, his qliickness in discovering and

apprehending distinctions and analogies was such as a veteran judge might

envy. The lawyers of the Duchy of Lancaster were a.stonished to find in

an unprofessional man so strong a relish for the esoteric parts of their science,

and complainetl that as soon as they had split a hair, Lord Holland pro-

cee<led to split the fdanients into filaments still finer. In a mind less hap-

pdy constituted, there might have been a risk that this turn for subtilty

would have produced serious evil. But in the heart and understanding of

Lord Holland there was ample security against all such danger. He was

not a man to be the dupe of his own ingenuity. He put his logic to its proper

use ; and in him the dialectician was always subordinate to the statesman.

His political life is written in the chronicles of his country. Perhaps, as

we have already intimated, his opinions on two or three great questions of

foreign policy were open to just objection. Yet even his errors, if heerred, were

amiable and respectable. We are not sure that we do not love and admire

him the more because he was now and then seduced from what we regard

as a wise policy by sympathy with the oppressed, by generosity towards the

fallen, by a philantliropy so enlarged that it took in all nations, by love of

|.>eace, a love which in him was second only to the love of freedom, and by

the magnanimous credulity of a mind which was as incapable of suspecting

as of devising mischief.

To his views on questions of domestic policy the voice of his countr)'men

does ample justice. They revere the memory of the man who was, during

forty years, the constant protector of all oppressed races and persecuted

sects, of the man whom neither the prejudices nor the interests belonging to

his station could .seduce from the path of right, of the noble, who in every

great crisis cast in his lot with the commons, of the planter, who made
manful war on the slave trade, of tlie landowner, «hose whole heart was in

the struggle against the corn-laws.

We have hitherto touched almost exclusively on those parts of Lord
Holland's character which were open to the observation of millions. How
shall we express the feelings with which his memory is cherished by those

who were honoured with his friendship ? Or in wliat language shall we
speak of that house, once celebrated for its rare attractions to the furthest

ends of the civilised world, and now silent and desolate as the grave? To
that house, a hundred and twenty years ago, a poet addressed those tender

and graceful lines, which have now acquired a new meaning not less sad

than that which they originally bore.

"Thou hill, whos'.- brow tlie antique stnictures grace

Reared by bold chiefs of Warwick's noble race,

Why, once so loved, whene'er thy bower appears.

O'er my dim cycbalU giancc the sudden tears?

How sweet were once thy prospects frtsh and fair

Thy slopin? walks and unpolluted air?

How sweet the Elooms beneath thine aged trees.

Thy noon-tide shadow and ihine evening breeze !

His image thy forsaken bowers restore :

Thy walks and airj* prospects charm no more ;

No more the summer in ihy glooms all.iyed.

Thine evening breezes, and thy noon-day shade."

Yet a few years, and the shades and structures may follow their illustrious

mxsters. The wonderful city which, ancient and gigantic as it is, still con-

dnues to grow as fast as a young town of logwood by a water-privilege in

Michigan, may soon displace those turrets and ganlens which are associated

with so much that is interesting and noble, with the courtly mapiificence of

Rich, with the loves of ( )nn()nd, with the counsels f)f ('n.mwell, with the
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death of Addison. The time is coming when, perhaps, a few old men, the

last survivors of our generation, will in vain seek, amidst new streets, and
squares, and railway stations, for the site of that dwelling which was in their

youth the favourite resori of wits and beauties, of painters and poets, of

scholars, philosophers, and statesmen. They will then remember, with

strange tenderness, many objects once familiar to them, the avenue and the

terrace, the busts and the paintings, the carving, the grotesque gilding, and
the enigmatical mottoes. With peculiar fondness they will recall that vener-

able chamber, in which all the antique gravity of a college library was so

smgularly blended with all that female grace and wit could devise to em-
bellish a drawing-room. They will recollect, not unmoved, those shelves

loaded with the varied learning of many lands and many ages, and those

portraits in which were preserved the features of tiie best and wisest Enghsh-
men of two generations. They will recollect how many men who have
guided the politics of Europe, who have moved great assemblies by reason

and eloquence, who have put life into bronze and canvass, or who have left

to posterity things so written as it shall not willingly let them die, were there

mixed with all that was loveHest and gayest in the society of the most
splendid of capitals. They will remember the peculiar character which

belonged to that circle, in which every talent and accomphshment, eveiy

art and science, had its place. They will remember how the last debate

was discussed in one comer, and the last comedy of Scribe in another ; while

Wilkie gazed with modest admiration on Sir Joshua's Baretti ; while Mack-
intosh turned over Thomas Aquinas to verify a quotation ; while Talleyrand

related his conversations with Barras at the Luxembourg, or his ride with

Lannes over the field of Austerlitz. They will remember, above all, the

grace, and the kindness, far more admirable than grace, with which the

princely hospitality of that ancient mansion was dispensed. They will re-

member the venerable and benignant countenance and the cordial voice of

him who bade them welcome. They will remember that temper which

years of pain, of sickness, of lameness, of confinement, seemed only to make
sweeter and sweeter, and that frank politeness, which at once relieved all

the embarrassment of the youngest and most timid writer or artist, who found

himself for the first time among Ambassadors and Earls. They will remem-
ber that constant flow of conversation, so natural, so animated, so various,

so rich with observation and anecdote ; that wit which never gave a wound ;

that exquisite mimicry which ennobled, instead of degrading ; that goodness

of heart which appeared in every look and accent, and gave additional value

to every talent and acquirement. They will remember, too, that he whose

name they hold in reverence was not less distinguished by the inflexible

uprightness of his political conduct than by his loving disposition and his

witming manners. They will remember that, in the last lines which he

traced, he expressed his joy that he had done nothing unworthy of the friend

of Fox and Grey ; and they will have reason to feel similar joy, if, in looking

back on many troubled years, they cannot accuse themselves of having done

any thing unworthy of men who were distinguished by the friendship of

Lord Holland.

WARREN HASTINGS. (October, 1841.)

Memoirs of the Life of Warren Hastings, first Goiiernor-General ofBengal. Compiled
fiom Original Papers, by the Rev. G. R. Gleig, M. A. 3 vols. 8vo. London : 1841.

This book seems to have been manufactured in pursuance of a contract, by

which the representatives of Warren I fastings, on the one part, bound them-

selves to furnish papers, and Mr Gleig, on the other part, bound himself to

furnish praise. It is but just to say that the covenants on both sides have
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been most faithfully kept ; and the rtralt is iK'fore us in the form of three big

bad volumes, full of uudif;ested correspondence ^nd undisceming panegyric.

If it were worth while to examine this performance in detail, we could

easily make a long article by merely pointing out inaccurate statements, in-

elegant expressions, and immoral doctrines. IJut it would be idle to waste

criticism on a bookmaker ; and, whatever credit Mr (Jlcig may have justly

earned by fomier works, it is as a bookmaker, and nothnig more, that he

now comes before us. More eminent men than Mr Gleig have written nearly

as ill as he, when they have stooped to similar drudgery. It would be unjust

to estimate Goldsmith by the llistory of Clreece, or Scott by the Life Oi

Napoleon. Mr Gleig is neither a Goldsmith nor a Scott ; but it would be

unjust to deny that he is capable of something better than these Memoirs.

It would also, we hope and believe, be unjust to charge any Christian

minister with the ginli of deliberately maintaining some propositions which

we find in this book. It is not too much to say that Mr Gleig has writteri

several passages, which bear the same relation to the Prince of Machiavelli

that the Pnnce of Machiavelli bears to the Whole Duty of Man, and which

would excite amazement in a den of robbers, or on board of a schooner of

pirates. But we are wdling to attribute these offences to haste, to thought-

lessness, and to that disease of the understanding which may be called the

Furor Biographiats, and which is to writers of lives what the goitre is to an

Alpine shepherd, or dirt-eating to a Xepro slave.

We are inclined to think that we shall best meet the wishes of our readers,

if, instead of dwelling on the faults of this book, we attempt to give, m a

way necessarily hxsty and imperfect, our own view of the life and character

of Mr Hastings. Our feeling towards him is not exactly that of the House

of Commons which impeached him in 1787 ; neither is it that of the House

of Commons which uncovered and stood up to receive him in 1S13. He
had great qualities, and he rendered great services to the state. But to repre-

sent him as a man of stainless virtue is to make him ridiculous ; and from

regard for his memory, if from no other feeling, his friends would have done

well to lend no countenance to such puerile adulation. We believe that, if

he were now living, he would have sufficient judgment and sufficient great-

ness of mind to wish to be shown as he was. He must have known that

there were dark spots on his fame. He might also have felt with pride that

the splendour of his fame would bear many spots. He would have pre-

ferred, we are confident, even the severity of Mr Mill to the puffing of Mr
Gleig. He would have wished posterity to have a likeness of him, though

an unfavourable likeness, rather than a daub at once insipid and unnatural,

resembling neither him nor any body else. " Paint me as I am," said

Oliver Cromwell, while sitting to young Lely. " If you leave out the scars

and wrinkles, I will not pay you a shilling. " Dven in such a trifle, the

great Protector showed both his good sense and his magnanimity. He did

not wish all that was characteristic in his countenance to be lost, in the vain

attempt to give him the regular features and smooth blooming cheeks of the

curl-patcd minions of James the First. He was content that his face should

go forth marked with all the blemishes which had been put on it by time,

by war, by sleepless nights, by anxiety, perhaps by remorse ; but with

valour, jiolicy, authority, and ])ulilic care written in all its princely lines.

If men tnily great knew their own interest, it is thus that they would wish

their minds to be portrayed.

Warren Hastings sprang from an ancient and illustrious race. It has been

affirmed that his pedigree can be traced back to the great Danish sea-king,

whose sails were long the terror of both coasts of the British Channel, and

who, after many fierce and doubtful struggles, yielded at last to the valour

and genius of .\lfred. But the imdoubted splendour of the line of Hastings
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needs no illustration from fable. One branch of that line wore, in the

fourteenth century, the coronet of Pembroke. From another branch sprang

the renowTied Chamberlain, the faithful adherent of the White Rose, whose
fate has furnished so striking a theme both to poets and to historians. Kis
family received from the Tudors the earldom of Huntingdon, which, after

long dispossession, was regained in our time by a series of events scarcely

paralleled in romance.
The lords of the manor of Daylesford, in Worcestershire, claimed to be

considered as the heads of this distinguished family. The main stock, in-

deed, prospered less than some of the younger shoots. But the Daylesford

family, though not ennobled, was wealthy and highly considered, till, about

two hundred years ago, it was overwhelmed by the great ruin of the civil

war. The Hastings of that time was a zealous cavalier. He raised money
on his lands, sent his plate to the mint at Oxford, joined the royal army,

and, after spending half his property in the cause of King Charles, was glad

to ransom himself by making over most of the remaining half to Speaker
Lenthal. The old seat at l3aylesford still remained in the family ; but it

could no longer be kept up ; and in the following generation it was sold to

a merchant of London.
Before this transfer took place, the last Hastings of Daylesford had pre-

sented his second son to the rectory of the parish in which the ancient resi-

dence of the family stood. The living was of little value ; and the situation

of the poor clergyman, after the sale of the estate, was deplorable. He was
constantly engaged in lawsuits about his tithes with the new lord of the

manor, and was at length utterly ruined. His eldest son, Howard, a well-

conducted young man, obtained a place in the Customs. The second son,

Pynaston, an idle worthless boy, married before he was sixteen, lost his wife

in two years, and died in the West Indies, leaving to the care of his unfor-

tunate father a little orphan, destined to strange and memorable vicissitudes

of fortune.

Warren, the son of Pynaston, was bom on the sixth of December, 1 732.

His mother died a few days later, and he was left dependent on his distressed

grandfather. The child was early sent to the village school, where he
learned his letters on the same bench with the sons of the peasantrj'. Nor
did any thing in his garb or fare indicate that his life was to take a widely

different course from that of the young rustics with whom he studied and
played. But no cloud could overcast the dawn of so much genius and so

much ambition. The very ploughmen observed, and long remembered,
how kindly little Warren took to his book. The daily sight of the lands

which his ancestors had possessed, and which had iDassed into the hands of

strangers, filled his young brain with wild fancies and projects. He loved

to hear stories of the weallh and greatness of his progenitors, of their splendid

housekeeping, their loyalty, and their valour. On one bright summer day,

the boy, then just seven years old, lay on the bank of the rivulet wliich flows

through the old domain of his house to join the Isis. There, as threescore

and ten years later he told the tale, rose in his mind a scheme which, through

all the turns of his eventful career, was never abandoned. He would recover

the estate which had belonged to his fathers. He would be Hastings of

Daylesford. This purpose, formed in infancy and poverty, grew stronger

as his intellect expanded and as his fortune rose. He pursued his plan with

that calm but indomitable force of will which was the most striking pecu-

liarity of his character. When, under a tiopical sun, he ruled fifty millions

of Asiatics, his hopes, amidst all the cares of war, finance, and legislation,

still ])ointed to Daylesford. And when his long public life, so singularly

chequered with good and evil, with glory and obloquy, had at length closed

tor ever, it wa.s to Daylesford that he retired to die.
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When he was eight years old, his uncle Howard determined to lake

charge of him, and to give him a liberal education. The boy went up to

London, and was sent to a school at Newington, where he was well taught

but ill fed. He always attributed the smallness of his stature to the hard

and scanty fa.v of this seminary. At ten he was removed to Westminster

School, then flourishing untier the care of Dr Nichols. Vinny Bourne, as

his pupils affectionately called him, was one of the masters. Churchill,

Colman, Lloyd, Cumberland, Cowper, were among the students. With
Cowper, Hastings formed a friendship which neither the lapse of time, nor

a wide dissimilarity of opinions and pursuits, could wholly dissolve. It does

not appear that they ever met after they had grown to manhood. But forty

years later, when the voices of many great orators were crying for vengeance
on the oppressor of India, the shy and secluded poet could image to himself

Hastings the Governor-General only as the Hastings with whom he had
rowed on the Thames, and played in the cloister, and refused to believe

that so good-tempered a fellow could have done any thing very wTong.
His own life had been spent in praying, musing, and rhyming among the

water-lilies of the Ouse. He had preserved in no common measure the

innocence of childhood. His spirit had indeed been severely tried, but not

by temptations which impelled him to any gross violation of the rules of

social morality. He had never been attacked by combinations of powerful

and deadly enemies. He had never been compelled to make a choice be-

tween innocence and greatness, between crime and ruin. Firmly as he held

in theory the doctrine of human depravity, his habits were such that he was
unable to conceive how far from the path of right even kind and noble

natures may be hurried by the rage of conflict and the lust of dominion.

Hastings had another associate at Westminster of whom we shall have
occasion to make frequent mention, Elijah Impey. We know little about
their school days. But, we think, we may safely venture to guess that,

whenever Hastings wished to play any trick more than usually naughty, he
hired Impey with a tart or a ball to act as fag in the worst part of the prank.

Warren was distinguished among his comrades as an excellent swimmer,
boatman, and scholar. At fourteen he was first in the examination for the

foundation. His name in gilded letters on the walls of the dormitory still

attests his victory over many older competitors. He stayed two years longer

at the school, and was looking forward to a studentship at Christ Church,

when an event happened which changed the whole course of his life.

Howard Hastings died, bequeathing his nephew to the care of a friend and
distant relation, named Chiswick. This gentleman, though he did not

absolutely refuse the charge, was desirous to rid himself of it a.s soon a.s

possible. Dr Nichols made strong remonstrances against the cruelty of in-

terrupting the studies of a youth who seemed likely to be one of the first

scholars of the age. He even ofTered to bear the expense of sending his

favourite pupil to Oxford. But Mr Chiswick was inflexible. He thought

the years which had already been wasted on hexameters and pentameters

Suite sufficient. He had it in his power to obtain for the lad a writership in

le service of the East India Company. Whether the young adventurer,

when once shipped off, made a fortune, or died of a liver complaint, he
equally ceased to be a burden to any body. Warren was accordingly

removed from Westminster scho<jl, and placed for a few months at a com- I

mercial academy to study arithmetic and book-keeping. In January, 1750,
a few days after he had completed his seventeenth year, he sailed for Bengal,

'

and arrived at his destination in the October following. '

He w as immediately placed at a desk in the Secretary's office at Calcutta,

and laboured there during two years. Fort William was then a purely

commercial settlement. In the south of India the encroaching policy of

f
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Dupleix had transfonned the servants of the English Company, against

their will, into diplomatists and generals. The war of the succession was
raging in the Carnatic ; and the tide had been suddenly turned against the

French by the genius of young Robert Clive. But in Bengal the European
settlers, at peace with the natives and with each other, were wholly occu-

pied with ledgers and bills of lading.

After two years passed in keeping accounts at Calcutta, Hastings was
sent up the country to Cossimbazar, a town which lies on the Hoogley,
about a mile from Moorshedabad, and which then bore to Moorshedabad
a relation, if we may compare small things with great, such as the city of

London bears to Westminster. Moorshedabad was the abode of the

prince who, by an authority ostensibly derived from the Mogul, but really

independent, ruled the three great provinces of Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar.

At Moorshedabad were the court, the haram, and the public offices.

Cossimbazar was a port and a place of trade, renowned for the quantity

and excellence of the silks which were sold in its marts, and constantly

receiving and sending forth fleets of richly laden barges. At this important

point, the Company had established a small factory subordinate to that of

Eort William. Here, during several years, Hastings was employed in mak-
ing bargains for stuffs with native brokers. While he was thus engaged,

Surajah Dowlah succeeded to the government, and declared war against

the English. The defenceless settlement of Cossimbazar, lying close to

the tyrant's capital, was instantly seized. Hastings was sent a prisoner to

Moorshedaljad, but, in consequence of the humane intei"vention of the

servants of the Dutch Company, was treated with indulgence. Meanwhile
the Nabob marched on Calcutta; the governor and the commandant fled;

the town and citadel were taken, and most ofthe English prisoners perished

in the Black Hole.
In these "events originated the greatness of Warren Hastings. The

fugitive governor and his companions had taken refuge on the dreary islet

of Fulda, near the mouth of the Hoogley. They were naturally desirous to

obtain full information respecting the proceedings of the Nabob ; and no
person seemed so likely to furnish it as Hastings, who was a prisoner at

large in the immediate neighbourhood of the court. He thus became a

diplomatic agent, and soon established a high character for ability and
resolution. The treason which at a later period was fatal to Surajah

Dowlah was already in progress ; and Hastings was admitted to the

deliberations of the conspirators. But the time for striking had not arrived.

It was necessary to postpone the execution of the design ; and Hastmgs,
who was now in extreme peril, fled to P'ulda.

Soon after his arrival at Fulda, the expedition from Madras, commanded
oy Clive, appeared in the Hoogley. Warren, young, intrepid, and excited

probably by the exam]:)le of the Commander of the Forces who, having

like himself been a mercantile agent of the Company, had been turned by

public calamities into a soldier, determined to serve in the ranks. During

the early operations of the war he carried a muskt^t. But the quick eye of

Clive soon perceived that the head of the young volunteer would be mort
useful than his arm. When, after the battle of Plassey, Meer Jaffier was
proclaimed Nabob of Bengal, Hastings was appointed to reside at the

court of the new prince as agent for the Company.
He remained at Moorshedabad till the year 1761, when he became a

member of Council, and was consequently forced to reside at Calcutta.

This was during the interval between Clive's first and second administration,

an interval which has loft on the fame of the East India Company a stain,

not wholly effaced by many years of just and humane government. Mr
Vansittart. the Governor, was at the head of a new and anomalous empire.
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On the one side was a band of English functionarief;, darinc^, intelligent,

eager to be rich. < >n the other side was a great native puinilation, help-
less, timid, accustomed to crouch under oppression. 1 o keej) the stronger
race from preying on the weaker was an undertaking which tasked to the
utmost the talents and energy of Clive. Vansittart, with fair intentions,

was a feeble and inefficient ruler. The master caste, as was natural, broke
loose from all restraint ; and then was .<;een what we believe to be the most
frightful of all spectacles, the strength of civilisation without its mercy.
To all other despotism there is a check, imperfect indeed, and liable to gross
abuse, but still sufficient to preserve society from the last extreme of
misery. A time comes when the evils of submission are obviously greater
than those of resistance, when fear itself begets a sort of courage, when a
convulsive burst of jiopular rage and despair warns tyrants not to presume
too far on the patience of mankind. But against misgovernment such as

then afflicted Bengal it was impossible to struggle. The superior intelligence

and energy of the dominant class made their power irresistible. A war of
Bengalees against Englishmen was like a war of sheep against wolves, of
men against demons. The only protection which the conquered could
find was in the moderation, the clemency, the enlarged policy of the
conquerors. That protection, at a later period, they found. But at first

English power came among them unaccompanied by English morality.
There was an interval l>etween the time at which they became our subjects,

and the time at which we began to reflect that we were bound to discharge
towards them the duties of rulers. During that interval the business of a
servant of the Company was simply to wring out of the natives a hundred
or two hundred thousand pounds as speedily as possible, that he might
return home before his constitution had suffered from the heat, to marry a
peer's daughter, to buy rotten boroughs in Cornwall, and to give balls in

St James's Square. Of the conduct of Hastings at this time, little is known
;

but .the little that is known, and the circumstance that little is known,
must be considered as honourable to him. He could not protect the
natives : all that he could do was to abstain from plundering and oppressing
them ; and this he appears to have done. It is certain that at this time he
continued poor ; and it is equally certain, that by cruelty and dishonesty he
might easily have become rich. It is certain that he was never charged
with having borne a share in the worst abuses which then prevailed ; and
it is almost equally certain that, if he had borne a share in those abuses,
the able and bitter enemies who afterwards persecuted him would not have
failed to discover and t(j proclaim his guilt. The keen, severe, and even
malevolent scrutiny to which his whole public life was subjected, a scrutiny

unparalleled, as we lielieve, in the history of mankind, is in one respect
advantageous to his reputation. It brought many lamentable blemishes to

light ; but it entitles him to be considered pure from every blemish which
has not been brought to light.

Tlie truth is that the temptations to which so many English function-

aries yielded in the time of Mr Vansittart were not temptations addressed
to the ruling passions of Warren Hastings. He was not squeamish in

pecuniary transactions ; but he was neither sordid nor rapacious. He was
far too enlightened a man to look on a great empire merely as a buc-
caneer would look on a galleon. Had his heart l>een much worse than it

wa.s, his understanding would have preserved him from that extremity of

baseness. He was an unscrupulous, perhaps an unprincipled statesman
;

but still he was a statesman, and not a freebooter.

In 1764 Hastings returned to England. He had realized only a very
moderate fortune ; and that moderate fortune was soon reduced to nothing,
uartly by his praiseworthy liberality, and partly by his mismanagement
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Towards his relations he appears to have acted very generously. The
greater part of liis savings he left in ikngal, hoping probably to obtain the

high usury of India. But high usurj' and bad security generally go together
;

and Hastings lost both interest and principal.

He remained four years in England. Of his life at this time very little

is known. But it has been asserted, and is highly probable, that liberal

studies and the society of men of letters occupied a great part of his time.

It is to be remembeied to his honour, that in days when the languages of

the East were regarded by other servants of the Company merely as the

means of communicating with weavers and money-changers, his enlarged

and accomplished mind sought in Asiatic learning for new forms of intel-

lectual enjoyment, and for new views of government and society. Perhaps,

like most persons who have paid much attention to departments of know-
ledge which lie out of the common track, he was inclined to overrate the

value of his favourite studies. He conceived that the cultivation of Persian

literature might with advantage be made a part of the liberal education of

an English gentleman ; and he drew up a plan with that view. It is said

that the University of Oxford, in which Oriental learning had never, since

the revival of letters, been wholly neglected, was to be the seat of the insti-

tution which he contemplated. An endowment was expected from the

munificence of the Company ; and professors thoroughly competent to inter-

pret Hafiz and Ferdusi were to be engaged in the East. Hastings called

on Johnson, with the hope, as it should seem, of interesting in this project

a man who enjoyed the highest literary reputation, and who was particularly

connected with Oxford. The interview appears to have left on Johnson's
mind a most favourable impression of the talents and attainments of his

visiter. Long after, when Hastings was ruling the immense population of

British India, the old philosopher wrote to him, and referred in the most
courtly terms, though with great dignity, to their short but agreeable inter-

course.

Hastings soon began to look again towards India. He had little to

attach him to England ; and his pecuniary embarrassments were great.

He solicited his old masters the Directors for employment. They acceded
to his request, with high compliments both to his abilities and to his

integrity, and appointed him a Member of Council at Madras. It would
be unjust not to mention that, though forced to borrow money for his outfit,

he did not withdraw any portion of the sum which he had appropriated to

I

the relief of his distressed relations. In the spring of 1769 he embarked on

board of the Duke of Grafton, and commenced a voyage distinguished by
incidents which might furnish matter for a novel.

Among the passengers in the Duke of Grafton was a German of the name
of ImhofT. He called himself a baron ; but he was in distressed circum-

stances, and was going out to Madras as a portrait-painter, in the hope of

picking up some of the pagodas which were then lightly got and as lightly

spent by the English in India. The baron was accompanied by his wife, a

native, we have somewhere read, of Archangel. This young woman who,
bom under the Arctic circle, was destined to j)lay the part of a Queen under
the tropic of Cancer, had an agreeable person, a cultivated mind, and
manners in the highest degree engaging. She despised her husband heartily,

and, as the story which we have to tell sufficiently proves, not without

reason. She was interested by the conversation and flattered by the atten-

tions of Hastings. The situation was indeed perilous. No place is so

propitious to the formation either of close friendships or of deadly enmities

as an Indiaman. There are very few people who do not find a voyage
which lasts several montlis insup])ortably dull. Any thing is welcome
which may break that long monotony, a. sail, a shark, an albatross, a man
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overlxianl. Most paahengers hiid some resource in eating twice as many
meals as cm land. l!ut the great devices for killing tlic time are quarrel-
ling and flirting. The facilities fur both these exciting ]nn-><uits are great.

The inmates of the ship are thrown together far more than in any country-
seat or boarding-house. None can escape from the rest except by impruson-
ing himself in a cell in which he can hardly turn. All food, all e.\ercise, is

taken in company. Ceremony is to a great extent banished. It is every
day in the power of a mischievous person to inflict innumerable annoyances

;

it is even.' day in the power of an amiable person to confer little services.

It not seldom happens that serious distress and danger call forth in genuine
beauty and deformity heroic virtues and abject vices which, in the ordinary
intercourse of good society, might remain during many years unknown even
to intimate associates. Under such circumstances met Warren Hastings
and the Baroness Imhoff, two persons whose accomplishments would have
attracted notice in any court of Europe. The gentleman had no domestic
ties. The lady was tied to a husband for whom she had no regard, and
who had no regard for his own honour. An attachment sprang up, which
was soon strengthened by events such as could hardly have occurred on
land. Hastings fell ill. The baroness nursed him with womanly tender-
ness, gave him his medicines with her own hand, and even sat up in his

cabin while he slept. Long before the Duke of Grafton reached Madras,
Hastings was in love. But his love was of a most characteristic description.
Like his hatred, like his ambition, like all his passions, it was strong, but
not impetuous. It was calm, deep, earnest, f)alient of delay, unconquer-
able by time. ImhofT was called into council by his wife and his wife's

lover. It was arranged that the baroness should institute a suit for a
divorce in the courts of Franconia, that the baron should afTord every facility

to the proceeding, and that, during the years which might elapse before
the sentence should be pronounced, they should continue to live together.

It was also agreed that Hastings should bestow some very substantial markj
of gratitude on the complaisant husband, and should, when the marriage
was dissolved, make the lady his wife, and adopt the children whom she
had already borne to Imhoff.

We are not inclined to judge either Hastings or the baroness severely.

There was undoubtedly much to extenuate their fault. But we can by no
means concur with the Reverend Mr Gleig, who carries his partiality to so
injudicious an extreme as to describe the conduct of ImhofT, conduct the
baseness of which is the best excuse for the lovers, as " wise and judicious."

At Madras, Hastings found the trade of the Company in a very disorgan-
ised state. His own tastes would have led him rather to political than to

commercial pursuits : but he knew that the favour of his employers de-
pended chiefly on their dividends, and that their dividends depended chiefly

on the investment. He therefore, with great judgment, determined to
apply his vigorous mind for a time to this department of business, which
had been much neglecte^l, since the servants of the Company had ceased
to be clerks, and had become warriors and negotiators.

In a very few months he effected an important reform. The Directors
notified to him their high approbation, and were so much pleased with his

conduct that they determined to place him at the head of the government
of Bengal. Early in 1772 he quitted Fort St George for his new post.

The Imhoffs, who were still man and wife, accompanied him, and lived at

Calcutta "on the same wise and judicious plan,"—we quote the words of
Mr Cileig.—which they had already followed during more than two years.

When Hastings took his seat at the head of the council-board, Bengal was
still governed according to the system which Clive had devised, a system
which was. perhaps, skilfully contrived for the purpose of facilitating and con-
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cealing a great revolution, but which, when that revolution was complete
and irrevocable, could produce nothing but inconvenience. There were two
governments, the real and the ostensible. The supreme power belonged to

the Company, and was in truth the most despotic power that can be con-
ceived. The only restraint on the English masters of the country was that

which their own justice and humanity imposed on them. There was no con-
stitutional check on their will, and resistance to them was utterly hopeless.

But, though thus absolute in reality, the English had not yet assumed the
Style of sovereignty. Tliey held their territories as vassals of the throne of

Delhi ; they raised their revenues as collectors appointed by the imperial com-
mission ; their public seal was inscribed with the imperial titles ; and their

mint struck only the imperial coin.

There was still a nabob of Bengal, who stood to the English rulers of his

country in the same relation in which Augustulus stood to Odoacer, or the
last Merovingians to Charles Martel and Pepin. He lived at Moorshedabad,
surrounded by princely magnificence. He was approached with outward
marks of reverence, and his name was used in public instruments. But in

the government of the country he had less real share than the youngest writer

or cadet in the Company's service.

The English council which represented the Company at Calcutta was con-
stituted on a very different plan from that which has since been adopted. At
present the Governor is, as to all executive measures, absolute. He can de-
clare, war, conclude peace, appoint public functionaries or remove ihem, in

opposition to the unanimous sense of those who sit with him in council. They
are, indeed, entitled to know all that is done, to discuss all that is done, to

advise, to remonstrate, to send protests to England. But it is with the Gover-
nor that the supreme power resides, and on him that the whole responsibility

rests. This .system, which was introduced by Mr Pitt and Mr Dundas in

spite of the strenuous opposition of Mr Burke, we conceive to be on the whole
the best that was ever devised for the government of a country where no mate-
rials can be found for a representative constitution. In the time of Hastings
the governor had only one vote in council, and, in case of an equal division,

a casting vote. It therefore happened not uiifrequently that he was overruled

on the gravest questions ; and it was possible that he might be wholly ex-

cluded, for years together, from the real direction of public affairs.

The English functionanesat P'ortWilliam had as yet paid little or no atten-

tion to the internal government of Bengal. The only branch of politics about
which they much busied themselves was negotiation with the native princes.

Thepolice, the administration of justice, the details of the collection of revenue
they almost entirely neglected. We may remark that the phraseology of the

Company's servants still bears the traces of this state of things. To this day
they always use the word "political" as synonymous with "diplomatic."
We could name a gentleman still living who was described by the highest

authority as an invahiable public servant, eminently fit to be at the head of

the internal administration of a whole presidency, but unfortunately quite

ignorant of all political business.

The internal government of Bengal the English rulers delegated to a great
native minister, who was stationed at Moorshedabad. All military affairs,

and, with the exception ofwhat pertains to mere ceremonial, all foreign affairs,

were withdrawn from his control ; but theotherdepartmentsof the administra-

tion were entirely confided to him. His own stipend amounted to near a
aundred thousand pounds sterling a year. The personal allowance of the

nabobs, amounting to more than three hundred thousand pounds a year, passed
through the minister's hands, and was, to a great extent, at his disposal. The
collection ofthe revenue, the administration ofjustice, the maintenance oforder,

were left to this high functionary ; and for the exercise of his immense power
he was responsible to none but the British masters of the country.
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A siniation so important, lucrative, aiul splendid, was naturally an object

of anibitiua to the ablest and most powerful native^. Clivc iiad found it diflfi-

cult to decide between conflicting pretensions. Two canditlates stood out

prominently from the crowd, each of them the representative of a race and
of a religion.

The one was Mahommed Keza Khan, a Mussulman of Persian extraction,

able, active, religious after the fashion of his people, and highly esteemed by
them. In Englaiid he might perhaps have been regarded as a corrupt and
greedy politician. But, tried by llie lower standard of Indian morality, he

might be considered as a man of integrity and honour.

His competitor was a Hindoo Brahmin whose name has, by a terrible and
melancholy event, been inseparably associated with that of Warren Hastings,

the Maharajah Xuncomar. This man had played an important part in all

the revolutions which, since the time of Surajah Dowlah, had taken place in

Bengal. To the consideration which in that country belongs to high and pure

caste, he added the weight which is derived from wealth, talent.N, and ex-

l)erience. Of his moral character it is difficult to give a notion to those who
are acquainted witli human nature only as it appears in our island. What
tlie Italian is to the Englishman, what the Hindoo is to the Italia.n, what the

Bengalee is to other Hindoos, that was Xuncomar to other Bengalees. The
physical organization of the Bengalee is feeble even to effeminacy. He lives

in a constant vapour bath. His pur.-uits are sedentary, his limbs delicate,

his movements languid. During many ages he ha.s been trampled upon by
men of bolder and inoie hardy breeds. Courage, independence, veracity,

are qualities to which his constitution and his situation are equally unfavour-

able. His mind bears a singular analogy to his body. It is weak even to

helplessness, for purposes of manly resistance ; but its suppleness and its tact

move the children of sterner climates to admiration not unmingled with con-

tempt. All those arts which are the natural defence of the weak are more
familiar to this subtle race than to the Ionian of the time of Juvenal, or to

the Jew of the dark ages. What the horns are to the buffalo, what the paw
is to the tiger, what the sting is to the bee, what beauty, according to the old

Greek song, is to woman, deceit is to the Bengalee. Large promises, smooth
excuses, elaborate tissues of circumstantial falsehood, chicanery, perjury, for-

gery, are the weapons, offensive and defensive, of the people of the Lower
Ganges. All those millions do not furnish one sepoy to the armies of the

Company. But as usurers, as money-changers, as sharp legal practitioners,

no class of human beings can bear a comparison with them. With all his

softness, the Bengalee is by no means placable in his enmities or prone to

pity. The pertinacity with which he adheres to his purposes yields only to

the immediate pressure of fear. Nor does he lack a certain kind of courage

which is often wanting in his masters. To inevitable evils he is sometimes
found to oppose a passive fortitude, such as the Stoics attributed to their ideal

sage. An European warrior who rushes on a battery of cannon with a loud

hurrah will sometimes shriek under the surgeon's knife, and fall into an agony
of despair- at the sentence of death. But the Bengalee who would see his

country overrun, his house laid in ashes, his children murdered or dislion-

oureii, without having the spirit to strike one blow, hxs yet been known to

endure torture with the firmnc>s of Mucins, and to mount the scaffold with

the steady step and even pulse of Algernon Sydney.

In Xuncomar, tlie national character was strongly and with exaggeration
personified. The Company's servants had repeatedly detected him in the
most criminal intrigues. On one occasion he brought a false charge against

another Hindoo, and tried to substantiate it by producing forged documents.
On another occasion it was discovered that while professing the strongest

attachment to the English, he was engaged in several conspiracies against
tliem. and in particular that he was the medium oFa correspondence between
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the court of Delhi and the French authorities in the Carnatic. For these

and similar practices he had been long detained in confinement. But his

talents and influence had not only procured his liberation, but had ob-
tained for hnn a certain degree of consideration even among the British

rulers of his country.

Clive was extremely unwilling to place a Mussulman at the head of the
administration of Bengal. On the other hand, he could not bring himself

to confer immense power on a man to whom eveiy sort of villany had re-

peatedly been brought home. Therefore, though the nabob, over whom
Nuncomar had by intrigue acquired great influence, begged that the artful

Hindoo might be intrusted with the government, Clive, after some hesita-

tion, decided honestly and wisely in favour of Mahommed Reza Khan, who
had held his high office seven years when Plastings became Governor. An
infant son of Meer Jaffier was now nabob ; and the guardianship of the

young ]nince's person had been confided to the minister.

Nuncomar, stimulated at once by cupidity and malice, had been con-
stantly attempting to undennine his successful rival. This was not difficult.

The revenues of Bengal, under the admmistration established by Clive, did
not yield such a sui-plus as had been anticipated by the Company ; for, at

that time, the most absurd notions were entertained in England respect-

ing the wealth of India. Palaces of porphyry, hung with the richest bro-

cade, heaps of pearls and diamonds, vaults from which pagodas and gold
mohurs were measured out by the bushel, filled the imagination even of men
of business. Nobody seemed to be aware of what nevertheless was most
undoubtedly the truth, that India was a poorer country than countries which
in Europe are reckoned poor, than Ireland, for example, or than Portugal.

It was confidently believed by lords of the treasury and members for the

city that Bengal would not only defray its own charges, but would afford an
increased dividend to the proprietors of India stock, and large relief to the

English finances. These absurd expectations were disappointed; and the

directors, naturally enough, chose to attribute the disappointment rather to

the mismanagement of Mahommed Reza Khan than to their own ignorance
of the country intnisted to their care. They were confirmed in their error

by the agents of Nuncomar ; for Nuncomar had agents even in Leadenhall
Street. Soon after Hastings reached Calcutta, he received a letter addressed
by the Court of Directors, not to the council generally, but to himself in

particular. He was directed to remove Mahommed Reza Khan, to arrest

him, together with all his family and all his partisans, and to institute a
strict inquiry into the whole administration of the province. It was added
that the Governor would do well to avail himself of the assistance of Nun-
comar in the investigation. The vices of Nuncomar were acknowledged.
But even from his vices, it was said, much advantage might at such a con-

juncture be derived ; and, though he could not safely be trusted, it might
still be proper to encourage him by hopes of reward.

The Governor bore no good will to Nuncomar. Many years before, they
had known each other at \Ioorshedabad ; and then a quarrel had risen be-

tween them which all the authority of their superiors could hardly compose.
Widely as they diff"ered in most points, they resembled each other in this,

that both were men of unforgiving natures. To Mahommed Reza Khan,
on the other hand, Hastings had no feelings of hostility. Nevertheless he
proceeded to execute the instructionsof the Company with an alacrity which
he never showed, except when instnictions were in perfect conformity with
his own views. He had, wisely as we think, determined to get rid of the

system of double government in Bengal. The orders of the directors fur-

nished him with the means of effecting liis purpose, and dispensed him from
the necessity of discussing the matter with his council. He took his meas-
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ures with his usual vijjonr and dexterity. At .midnight, the palace of

Mahommed Rc7^ Klian at Moorshcdabad was surrounded by a battalion of

sepoys. The minister was roused from his shimliers, and infonned that he
was a prisoner. With the Mu.ssulman gravity, he bent his head and sub-

mitted himself to tlie will of God. He fell not alone. A chief named
Schitab Roy had been intrusted with the government of Bahar. His valour

and his attachment to the English had more than once been signally proved.

On that memorable day on which the people of Patna saw from their walls

the whole army of the Mogul scattered by the little band of Captain Knox,
the voice of the British conquerors assigned the palm of gallantry to the

brave Asiatic. "I never," said Knox, when he introduced Schilab Roy,
covered with blood and dust, to the English functionaries assembled in the

factory, " I never saw a native fight so before." Schitab Roy was involved

in the ruin of Mahommed Reza Khan, was removed from office, and was
placed under arrest. ' The members of the council received no intimation

of these measures till the prisoners were on their road to Calcutta.

The inquiry into the conduct of the minister was postponed on different

pretences. He was detained in an easy confinement during many months. In

the mean time, the great revolution which Hastings had planned was car-

ried into effect. The office of minister was abolished. The internal ad-

ministration was transferred to the servants of the Company. A system, a

very imf)erfect system, it is true, of civil and criminal justice, under English

superintendence, was established. The nabob was no longer to have even

an ostensible share in the government ; but he was still to receive a con-

siderable annual allowance, and to be surrounded with the state of sove-

reignty. As he was an infant, it was necessary to provide guardians for his

person and property. His person was intrusted to a lady of his father's

haram, known by the name of the Munny Begum. The office of treasurer

of the household was bestowed on a son of Nuncomar, named Goordas.

Nuncomar's services were wanted, yet he could not safely be trusted with

power ; and Hastings thought it a masterstroke of policy to reward the able

and unprincipletl parent by promoting the inoffensive child.

The revolution completed, the double government dissolved, the Com-
pany ifLstalled in the full sovereignty of Bengal, Hastings had no motive to

treat the late ministers with rigour. Their trial had been put otT on various

pleas till the new organization was complete. They were then brought

before a committee, over which the Governor presided. Schitab Roy was
speedily acquitted with honour. A formal apology was made to him for

the restraint to which he had been subjected. All the Eastern marks of

respect were bestowed on him. He was clothed in a robe of state, presented

with jewels and with a richly harnessed elephant, and sent back to his govern-

ment ai Patna. But his health had suffered from confinement ; his high

spirit had been cruelly wounded ; and soon after his liberation he died of a

broken heart.

The innocence of Mahommed Reza Khan was not so clearly established.

But the Governor was not disposed to deal harshly. After a long hearing,

in which Nuncomar appeared as the accuser, and displayed both the art

and the inveterate rancour which distinguished him, Hastings pronounced

that the charges had not been made out, and ordered the fallen minister to

be set at liberty.

Nuncomar had purposed to destroy the Mu.ssulman administration, and to

rise on its ruin. Both his malevolence and his cupidity had been disap-

pointed. Hastings had made him a tool, had used him for the purpose of

accomplishing the transfer of the government from Moorshcdabad to Cal-

cutta, from native to European hands. The rival, the enemy, so long

envied, so implacably persecuted, had been dismissed unhurt. The situation
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so long and ardently desired had been abolished. It was natural that the

Governor should be from that time an object of the most intense hatred

to the vindictive Brahmin. As yet, however, it was necessary to suppress
such feelings. The time was coming when that long animosity was to end
in a desperate and deadly struggle.

In the mean time, Hastings was compelled to turn his attention to foreign

affairs. The object of his diplomacy was at this time simply to get money.
The finances of his government were in an embarrassed state ; and this em-
barrassment he was determined to relieve by some means, fair or foul. The
principle which directed all his dealings with his neighbours is fully expressed

by the old motto of one of the great predatory families of Teviotdale, " Thou
shalt want ere I want." He seems to have laid it down, as a fundamental
proposition which could not be disputed, that, when he had not as many
lacs of rupees as the public service required, he was to take them from any
body who had. One thing, indeed, is to be said in excuse for him. The
pressure applied to him by his employers at home, was such as only the
highest virtue could have withstood, such as left him no choice except to

commit great wrongs, or to resign his high post, and with that post all his

hopes ot fortune and distinction. The directors, it is true, never enjoined
or applauded any crime. Far from it. Whoever examines their letters

written at that time will find there many just and humane sentiments, many
excellent precepts, in short, an admirable code of political ethics. But every
exhortation is modified or nullified by a demand for money. "Govern
leniently, and send more money ; practise strict justice and moderation to

wards neighbouring powers, and send more money ;

" this is in truth the

sum of almost all the instructions that Hastings ever received from home.
Now these instructions, being interpreted, mean simply, " Be the father and
the oppressor of the people ; be just and unjust, moderate and rapaciou.s."

The directors dealt with India, as the church, in the good old times, dealt

with a heretic. They delivered the victim over to the executioners, with
an earnest request that all possible tenderness might be shown. We by no
means accuse or suspect those who framed these despatches of hypocrisy.

It is probable that, writing fifteen thousand miles from the place where theii

orders were to be carried into effect, they never perceived the gross incon-

sistency of which they were guilty. But the inconsistency was at once mani-
fest to their lieutenant at Calcutta, who, with an empty treasury, with an
unpaid army, with his own salary often in arrear, with deficient crops, with
government tenants daily running away, was called upon to remit home
another half million without fail. Hastings saw that it was absolutely

necessary for him to disregard either the moral discourses or the pecuniary

requisitions of his employers. Being forced to disobey them in something,
he had to consider what kind of disobedience they would most readily

pardon ; and he correctly judged that the safest course would be to neglect

the sermons and to find the rupees.

A mind so fertile as his, and so little restrained by conscientious scruples,

speedily discovered several modes of relieving the financial embarrassments
of the government. The allowance of the Nabob of Bengal was reduced at

a stroke from three hundred and twenty thousand pounds a year to half that

.sum. The Company had bound itself to pay near three hundred thousand
pounds a year to the great Mogul, as a mark of homage for the provinces

which he had intrusted to their care ; and they had ceded to him the dis-

tricts of Corah and Allahabad. On the plea that the Mogul was not really

independent, but merely a tool in the hands of others, Hastings determined
to retract these concessions. He accordingly declared that the Engli.sh

would pay no more tribute, and sent troops to occupy Allahabad and Corah.
The situation of these places was such, that there would be little advantage
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and great expense in retaining them. Hastings, wlio wanted money and not

ternton.', determined to sell them. A purchaser was not wanting. The
rich province of Oude had, in the general dissolution of the Mogul Empire,
fallen to the share of the great Mussulman house by which it is still governed.
About twenty years ago, this house, by the permission of the British govern-
ment, assumed the royal title ; but, in the time of Warren Hastings, such

an assumption would have been considered by the Mahommcdans of India

as a monstrous impiety. The Prince of Oude, though he held the power,
did not venture to use the style of sovereignly. To the appellation of Nabob
or Viceroy, he adiled that of Vizier of the monarchy of Hindoslan, just as

in the last century the Electors of Saxony and Brandenburg, though inde-

pendent of the Emperor, and often in arms against him, were proud to style

themselves his Grand Chamberlain and Grand Marshal. Sujah Dowlah,
then Nabob Vizier, was on excellent terms with the English. He had a
large treasure. AUahab.id and Corah were so situated that they might be
of use to him and could be of none to the Company. The buyer and seller

soon came to an understanding ; and the provinces which had been torn

from the Mogul were made over to the government of Oude for about half

a million sterling.

But there was another matter still more important to be settled by the

Vizier and the Governor. The fate of a brave people was to be decided.

It was decided in a manner which has left a lasting stain on the fame of

Hastings and of England.
The people of Central Asia had always been to the inhabitants of India

what the warriors of the German forests were to the subjects of the decaying
monarchy of Rome. The dark, slender, and timid Hindoo shrank from a
contlict with the strong muscle and resolute spirit of the fjvir race, which
dwelt beyond the passes. There is reason to believe that, at a period an-

terior to the dawTi of regular history, the people who spoke the rich and
flexible Sanscrit came from regions lying far beyond the Hyphasis and the

Hysta-spes, and imposed their yoke on the children of the soil. It is certain

that, during the last ten centuries, a succession of invaders descended from
the west on Hindostan ; nor was the course of conquest ever turned back
towards the setting sun, till that memorable campaign in which the cross of

Saint George was planted on the walls of Ghizni.

The Emperors of Hindostan themselves came from the other side of the

great mountain ridge ; and it had always been their practice to recruit their

army from the hardy and valiant race from which their own illustrious house
sprang. Among the military adventurers who were allured to the Mogul
standards from the neighbourhood of Cabul and Candahar, were conspicuous
several gallant bands, known by the name of the Kohillas. Their services

had 'been rewarded with large tracts of land, fiefs of the spear, if we may use
an expression drawn from an analogous state of things, in that fertile plain

through which the Ramgunga flows from the snowy heights of Kumaon to

join the Ganges. In the general confusion which followed the death of
Aurungzel)e, the warlike colony became virtually independent. The Rohillas
were distinguished from the other inhabitants of India by a peculiarly fair

complexion. They were more honourably distinguished by courage in war,
and by skill in the arts of peace. While anarchy raged from Lahore to Cape
Comorin. their little territory enjoyed the ble.ssings of repose under the
guardianship of valour. Agriculture and commerce flourished among them

;

nor were they negligent of rhetoric and poetry. Many persons now living

have heard aged men talk with regret of the golden daj^ when the Afghan
princes ruled in the vale of Rohilcund.

Sujah Dowlah had set his heart on adding this rich district to his own
principality. Right, or show of right, he had absolutely none. His claim
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was in no respect better founded than that of Catherine to Poland, or that

of the Bonaparte family to Spain. The Rohillas held their country by exactly

the same title by which he held his, and had governed their country far

better than his had ever been governed. Nor were they a people whom it

was perfectly safe to attack. Their land was indeed an open plain, desti-

tute of natural defences ; but their veins were full of the high blood of

Afghanistan. As soldiers, they had not the steadiness which is seldom found
except in company with strict discipline ; but their impetuous valour had
been proved on many fields of battle. It was said that their chiefs, when
united by common peril, could bring eighty thousand men into the field.

Sujah Dowlah had himself seen them fight, and wisely shrank from a con-

flict with them. There was in India one army, and only one, against which
even those proud Caucasian tribes could not stand. It had been abundantly
proved that neither tenfold odds, nor the martial ardour of the boldest Asiatic

nations, could avail aught against English science and resolution. Was it

possible to induce the Governor of Bengal to let out to hire the irresistible

energies of the imperial people, the skill against which the ablest chiefs of

Hindostan were helpless as infants, the discipline which had so often

triumphed over the frantic struggles of fanaticism and despair, the uncon-
querable British courage which is never so sedate and stubborn as towards
the close of a doubtful and murderous day ?

This was what the Nabob Vizier asked, and what Hastings granted. A
bargain was soon struck. Each of the negotiators had what the other wanted.

Hastings was in need of funds to carry on the government of Bengal, and
to send remittances to London ; and Sujah Dowlah had an ample revenue.

Sujah Dowlah was bent on subjugating the Rohillas ; and Hastings had at

his disposal the only force by which the Rohillas could be subjugated. Il

was agreed that an English army should be lent to the Nabob Vizier, and
that, for the loan, he should pay four hundred thousand ppunds sterling,

besides defraying all the charge of the troops while employed in his service.

" I really cannot see," says the Reverend Mr Gleig, " upon what grounds,

either of political or moral justice, this proposition deserves to be stigma-

tized as infamous." If we understand the meaning of words, it is infamous

to commit a wicked action for hire, and it is wicked to engage in war without

provocation. In this particular war, scarcely one aggravating circumstance

was wanting. The object of the Rohilla war was this, to deprive a large

population, who had never done us the least harm, of a good government,
and to place them, against their will, under an execrably bad one. Nay,
even this is not all. England now descended far below the level even of

those petty German princes who, about the same time, sold us troops to

fight the Americans. The hussar-mongers of Hesse and Anspach had at

least the assurance that the expeditions on which their soldiers were to be
employed would be conducted in conformity with the humane rules of civil-

ised warfare. Was the Rohilla war likely to be so conducted ? Did the

Governor stipulate that it should be so conducted ? He well knew what
Indian warfare was. He well knew that the power which he covenanted

to put into Sujah Dowlah's hands would, in all probability, be atrociously

abused ; and he required no guarantee, no promise that it should not be so

abused. He did not even reserve to himself the right of withdrawing his

aid in case of abuse, however gross. Mr Gleig repeats Major Scott's absurd

plea, that Hastings was justified in letting out English troops to slaughter

the Rohillas, because the Rohillas were not of Indian race, but a colony

from a distant country. What were the English themselves? Was it for

them to proclaim a crusade for the expulsion of all intruders from the coun-

tries watered by the Ganges ? Did it lie in their mouths to contend that a

foreign settler who establishes an empire in India is a captU lupinujn i
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What would they have said if any other power had, on such a ground,

atlacket-l Madras or Calcutta, without the slightest provocation ? Such a

defence was wanting to make the infamy of the transaction complete. The
atrocity of the crime, and the hypocrisy of the apology, are worthy of

each other.

One of the three brigades of which the Bengal army consisted was sent

under Colonel Champion to join Sujah Dowlah's forces. The Rohillas

expostulated, entreated, offered a large ransom, but in vain. They then

resolved to defend themselves to the last. A bloody battle was fought.

"The enemy," says Colonel Champion, "gave proof of a good share of

military knowledge ; and it is impossible to describe a more obstinate firm-

ness of resolution than they displayed." The dastardly sovereign of Oude

fled from the field. The English were left unsupported ; but their fire and

their charge were irresistible. It was not, however, till the most distin-

guished chiefs had fallen, fighting bravely at the head of their troops, that

the Rohilla ranks gave way. Then the Nabob Vizier and his rabble made
their appearance, and hastened to plunder the camp of the valiant enemies,

whom they had never dared to look in the face. The soldiers of the Com-
pany, trained in an exact discipline, kept unbroken order, while the tents

were pillaged by these worthless allies. But many voices were heard to

exclaim, "We have had all the fighting, and those rogues are to have all

the profit."

Then the horrors of Indian war were let loose on the fair valleys and cities

of Kohilcund. The whole country was in a blaze. More than a hundred

thousand j-)cople fled from their homes to pestilential jungles, preferring

famine, and fever, and the haunts of tigers, to the tyranny of him, to whom
an Knglish and a Christian government had, for shameful lucre, sold their

substance, and their blood, and the honour of their wives and daughters.

Colonel Champion remonstrated with the Nabob Vizier, and sent strong

representations to f'ort William ; but the Governor had made no conditions

as to the mode in which the war was to be carried on. lie had troubled

himself about nothing but his forty lacs ; and, though he might disapprove

of Sujah Dowlah's wanton barbarity, he did not think himself entitled to

interfere, except by offering advice. This delicacy excites the admiration

of the reverend biographer. "Mr Hastings," he says, " could not himself

dictate *o the Nabob, nor permit the commander of the Company's troops

to dictate how the war was to be carried on." No, to be sure. Mr Hastings

had only to put down by main force the brave struggles of innocent men
fighting for their liberty. Their military resistance crushed, his duties ended ;

and he had then only to fold his arms and look on, while their villages were

burned, their children butchered, and their women violated. Will Mr Gleig

seriously maintain this opinion ? Is any rule more plain than this, that who-

ever voluntarily gives to another irresistible power over human beings, is

bound to take order that such power shall not be barbarously abused ? But

we beg pardon of our readers for arguing a point so clear.

We hasten to the end of this sad and disgraceful story. The war ceased.

The finest population in India was subjected to a greedy, cowardly, cruel

tyrant. Commerce and agriculture languished. The rich province which

had tempted the cupidity of Sujah Dowlah became the most miserable part

even of his miserable dominions. Yet is the injured nation not extinct. At

long intervals gleams of its ancient spirit have flashed forth ; and even at

this day, valour, and self-respect, and a chivalrous feeling rare among
Asiatics, and a bitter remembrance of the great crime of England, distin-

guish that noble Afghan race. To this day they are regarded as the best

of all sepoys at the cold steel ; and it was very recently remarked, by one

who had enjoyed great opportunities of observation, that the only natives of
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India to whom the word "gentleman " can with perfect propriety be applied

are to be found among the Rohillas.

Whatever we may think of the morality of Hastings, it cannot be denied

that the financial results of his policy did honour to his talents. In less

than two years after he assumed the government, he had, without imposing

any additional burdens on the people subject to his authority, added about

four hundred and fifty thousand pounds to the annual income of the Com-
pany, besides procuring about a million in ready money. He had also

relieved the finances of Bengal from military expenditure, amounting to

near a quarter of a million a year, and had thrown that charge on the Nabob
of Oude. There can be no doubt that this was a result which, if it had
been obtained by honest means, would have entitled him to the warmest
gratitude of his country, and which, by whatever means obtained, proved
that he possessed great talents for administration.

In the mean time. Parliament had been engaged in long and grave dis-

cussions on Asiatic affairs. The ministry of Lord North, in the session of

1773, introduced a measure which made a considerable change in the con-

stitution of the Indian government. This law, known by the name of the

Regulating Act, provided that the presidency of Bengal should exercise a

control over the other possessions of the Company ; that the chief of that

presidency should be styled Governor-General ; that he should be assisted

py four Councillors ; and that a supreme court of judicature, consisting of a'

phief justice and three inferior judges, should be established at Calcutta,

rrhis court was made independent of the Governor-General and Council,

and was intmsted with a civil and criminal jurisdiction of immense, and, at

khe same time, of undefined extent.

n The Governor-General and Councillors were named in the act, and were
//to hold their situations for five years. Hastings was to be the first Gover-
tf nor-General. One of the four new Councillors, Mr Barwell, an experienced

jf
servant of the Company, was then in India. The other three, General

f Clavering, Mr Monson, and Mr Francis, were sent out from England.
• The ablest of the new Councillors was, beyond all doubt, Philip P'rancis.

His acknowledged compositions prove that he possessed considerable elo-

quence and information. Several years passed in the public offices had
formed him to habits of business. His enemies have never denied that he
had a fearless and manly spirit ; and his friends, we are afraid, must ac-

knowledge that his estimate of himself was extravagantly high, that his

temper was irritable, that his deportment was often loide and petulant, and
that his hatred was of intense bitterness and of long duration.

It is scarcely possible to mention this eminent man without adverting for

a moment to the question which his name at once suggests to every mind.

Was he the author of the Letters of Junius? Our own firm belief is that he
was. The evidence is, we think, such as would support a verdict in a civil,

nay, in a criminal proceeding. The handwriting of Junius is the very pecu-

liar handwriting of Francis, slightly disguised. As to the position, pursuits,

and connections of Junius, the following are the most important facts which
can be considered as clearly proved : first, that he was acquainted with the

technical forms of the secretary of state's office ; secondly, that he was inti-

mately acquainted with the business of the war-office ; thirdly, that he,

during the year 1770, attended debates in the House of Lords, and took

notes of speeches, particularly of the speeches of Lord Chatham ; fourthly,

that he bitterly resented the appointment of Mr Chamier to the place of

deputy secretary-at-war ; fifthly, that he was bound by some strong tie to

the first Lord Holland. Now, Francis passed some years in the secretary

of state's office. He was subsequently chief clerk of the war-office. He
repeatedly mentioned that he had himself, in 1770, heard speeches of Lord
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Chathnm ; and some of these speeches were actually printed from his notes.

He resigned his clerkship at the war-office from resentment at the appoint-

ment of MrChamier. It was by Loni Holland that he was first introduced

mto the public service. Now, here are five marks, all of which ought to

be found in Junius They are all five found in Francis. We do not believe

that more than two of them can be found in any other person whatever. If

this argument does not settle the question, there is an end of all reasoning

on circumstantial evidence.

The internal evidence seems to us to point the same way. The style of

Francis bears a strong resemblance to that of Junius ; nor are we disposed

to admit, what is generally taken for granted, that the acknowledged com-
positions of Francis are very decidedly inferior to the anonymous letters.

The argument from inferiority, at all events, is one which may be urged
with at least equal force against ever}' claimant that has ever been men-
tioned, with the single exception of Burke ; and it would be a waste of

time to prove that Burke was not Junius. And what conclusion, after all,

can be drawn from mere inferiority? Every writer must produce his best

work ; and the interval between his best work and his second best work
may be very wide indeed. Nobody will say that the best letters of Junius
are more decidedly superior to the acknowledged works of Francis than
three or four of Corneille's tragedies to the rest, than three or four of Ben
Jonson's comedies to the rest, than the Pilgrim's Progress to the other works
of Bunyan, than Don Quixote to the other works of Cervantes. Nay, it is

certain that the Man in the Mask, whoever he may have been, was a most
unequal writer. To go no further than the letters which bear the signature

of Junius ; the letter to the king, and the letters to Home Tooke, have
little in common, except the asperity ; and asperity was an ingredient sel-

dom wanting either in the writings or in the speeches of Francis.

Indeed one of the strongest reasons for believing that Francis was Junius
is the moral resemblance between the two men. It is not difficult, from the

letters which, under various signatures, are known to have been written by
Junius, and from his dealings with Woodfall and others, to form a tolerably

correct notion of his character. He was clearly a man not destitute of real

patriotism and magnanimity, a man whose vices were not of a sordid kind.

But he must also have been a man in the highest degree arrogant and inso-

lent, a man prone to malevolence, and prone to the error of mistaking his

malevolence for public virtue. " Doest thou well to be angry?" was the

question asked in old time of the Hebrew prophet. And he answered, " I

do well." This was evidently the temper of Junius ; and to this cause we
attribute the savage cruelty which disgraces several of his letters. No man
is so merciless as he who, under a strung self-delusion, confounds his anti-

pathies with his duties. It may be added that Junius, though allied with

the democratic party by common enmities, was the very opposite of a

democratic politician. While attacking individuals with a ferocity which
perpetually violated ali the laws of literary warfare, he regarded the most
defective parts of old institutions with a respect amounting to pedantry,

pleaded the cause of Old .^arum with fervour, and contemptuou«rly told the

capitalists of Manchester and Leeds that, if they wanted votes, they might
buy land and become freeholders of Lancashire and Yorkshire. All this,

we lielieve, might stand, with scarcely any change, for a character of

Philip Francis.

It is not strange that the great anonymous writer should have been willing

at that time to leave the country which had been so powerfully stirred by
his eloquence. Every thing had gone against him. That party which he

clearly preferred to every other, the party of George Grenville, had been
scattered by the death of its chief ; and Lord Suffolk had led the greater
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part of it over to the ministerial benches. The ferment produced by the

Middlesex election had gone down. Every faction must have been alike

an object of aversion to Junius. His opinions on domestic affairs separated

him from the ministry ; his opinions on colonial affairs from the opposition.

Under such circumstances, he had thrown down his pen in misanthropical

despair. His farewell letter to Woodfall bears date the nineteenth of Janu-
ary, 1773. In that letter, he declared that he must be an idiot to write

again ; that he had meant well by the cause and the public ; that both were
given up ; that there were not ten men who would act steadily together on
any question. "But it is all alike," he added, "vile and contemptible.

You have never flinched that I know of; and I shall always rejoice to hear

of your prosperity. " These were the last words of Junius. In a year from
that time, Philip Francis was on his voyage to Bengal.

With the three new Councillors came out the judges of the Supreme
Court. The chief justice was Sir Elijah Impey. He was an old acquaint-

ance of Hastings ; and it is probable that the Governor-General, if he had
searched through all the inns of court, could not have found an equally

serviceable tool. But the members of Council were by no means in an
obsequious mood. Hastings greatly disliked the new form of government,
and had no very high opinion of his coadjutors. They had heard of this,

and were disposed to be suspicious and punctilious. When men are in such

a frame of mind, any trifle is sufficient to give occasion for dispute. The
members of Council expected a salute of twenty-one guns from the batteries

of Fort William. Hastings allowed them only seventeen. They landed in

ill-humour. The first civilities were exchanged with cold reserve. On the

morrow commenced that long quarrel which, after distracting British India,

was renewed in England, and in which all the most eminent statesmen and
orators of the age took active part on one or the other side.

Hastings was supported by Barwell. They had not always been friends.

But the arrival of the new members of Council from England naturally had
the effect of uniting the old servants of the Company. Clavering, Monson,
and Francis formed the majority. They instantly wrested the government
out of the hands of Hastings ; condemned, certainly not without justice, his

late dealings with the Nabob Vizier ; recalled the English agent from Oude,
and sent thither a creature of their own ; ordered the brigade which had
conquered the unhappy Rohillas to return to the Company's territories

;

and instituted a severe inquiry into the conduct of the war. Next, in spite

of the Governor-General's remonstrances, they proceeded to exercise, in the

most indiscreet manner, their new authority over the subordinate presiden-

cies ; threw all the affairs of Bombay into confusion ; and interfered, with

an incredible union of rashness and feebleness, in the intestine disputes of

the Mahratta government. At the same time, they fell on the internal

administration of Bengal, and attacked the whole fiscal and judicial system,

a system which was undoubtedly defective, but which it was very improlv

able that gentlemen fresh from England would be competent to amend.
The effect of their reforms was that all protection to life and property was
withdrawn, and that gangs of robbers plundered and slaughtered with im-

punity in the very suburbs of Calcutta. Hastings continued to live in the

Government-house, and to draw the salary of Governor-General. He con-

tinued even to take the lead at the council-board in the transaction of ordi-

nary business ; for his opponents could not but feel that he knew much of

which they weie ignorant, and that he decided, both surely and speedily,

many questions which to them would have been hopelessly puzzling. Bui

the higher powers of government and the most valuable patronage had been

taken from him.

The natives soon found this out. They considered him as a fallen man ;
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and they acted after their kind. Some of our readers may have seen, in

India, a cloud of crows pecking a sick \-ultui-e td death, no bad type of what

happens in tliat countn-, as often as fortune deserts one who has hecn <;rcat

and dreaded. In an in>tant, all the sycophants who had lately been ready

to lie for him, to forj^o tor him, to pandar for him, to poison for him, hasten

to purchase the favour of his victorious enemies by accusing him. An Indian

government has only to let it l)e understooti that it wishes a particular man
to l>e mined ; and, in twenty-four hours, it will be furnished with grave

charges, supported by depositions so full and circumstantial that any person

unaccustomed to Asiatic mendacity would regard them as decisive. It is

well if the signature of the destined victim is not counterfeited at the foot of

some illegal compact, and if some treasonable paper is not slipped into a

hiding-place in his house. Hastings was now regarded as helpless. The
power to make or mar the fortune of every man in Bengal had passed, as it

seemed, into the hands of the new Councillors. Immediately charges against

the Governor-General began to pour in. They were eagerly welcomed by

the majority, who, to do them justice, were men of too much honour know-
ingly to countenance false accusations, but who were not sufficiently acquainted

wiih the East to be aware that, in that part of the world, a very little en-

couragement from power will call forth, in a week, more Oateses, and Bed-

loes, and Dangerl'ields, than Westminister Hall sees in a century.

Xlywould have been strange indeed if, at such a juncture, Nuncomar had
rerfjained quiet. That bad man was stimulated at once by malignity, by
avarice, and by ambition. Now was the time to be avenged on his old

enemy, to wreak a grudge of seventeen years, to establish himself in the

favour of the majority of the Council, to become the greatest native in Bengal.

F"rom the time of the arrival of the new Councillors, he had paid the most

marked court to them, and had in consequence been excluded, with all in-

dignity, from the Government-house. He now put into the hands of Francis,

with great ceremony, a paper containing several charges of the most serious

description. By this document Hastings was accused of putting offices up

to sale, and of receiving bribes for suffering offenders to escape. In particular,

it was alleged that Mahommed Reza Klian had been dismissed with im-

punity, in consideration of a great sum paid to the Governor-General.

Francis read the paper in Council. A violent altercation followed. Hast-

ings complained in bitter terms of the way in which he was treated, spoke

with contempt of Nuncomar and of Nuncomar's accusation, and denied the

right of the Council to sit in judgment on the Governor. At the next meet-

ing of the Board, another communication from Nuncomar was produced.

He requested that he might be permitted to attend the Council, and that he

might be heard in support of his assertions. Another tempestuous debate

took place. The Governor-General maintained that the council-room was

not a proper place for such an investigation ; that from persons who were

heated by daily conflict with him he could not expect the fairness of judges ;

and that he could not, without betraying the dignity of his post, submit to

be confronted with such a man as Nuncomar. The majority, however, re-

solved to go into the charges. Hastings rose, declared the sitting at an end,

and left the room followed by Barwell. The other members kept their

seats, voted themselves a council, put Clavering in the chair, and ordered

Nuncomar to be called in. Nuncomar not only adhered to the original

charges, but, after the fashion of the East, produced a large supplement.

He stateil that Hastings had received a great sum for appointing Kajah

(ioordas treasurer of the Nabob's household, and for committing the care of

his Highness's person to the Mimny Begum. He )iut in a letter purporting

to bear the seal of the Munny Begum, for the purpose of establishing the

truth of his story. The seal, whether forged, as Hastings affirmed, or gen-
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nine, as we are rather inclined to believe, proved nothing. Nuncomar, as

every body knows who knows India, had only to tell the Munny Begum that

such a letter would give pleasure to the majority of the Council, in order to

procure her attestation. The majority, however, voted that the charge was
made out ; that Hastings had corruptly received between thirty and forty

thousand pounds ; and that he ought to be compelled to refund.

The general feeling among the English in Bengal was strongly in favour
of the Governor-General. In talents for business, in knowledge of the

country, in general courtesy of demeanour, he was decidedly superior to his

persecutors. The servants of the Company were naturally disposed to side

with the most distinguished member of their own body against a clerk from
the war-office, who, profoundly ignorant of the native languages and the

native character, took on himself to regulate every department of the ad-

ministration. Hastings, however, in spite of the general sympathy of his

countrymen, was in a most painful situation. There was still an appeal to

higher authority in England. If that authority took part with his enemies,

nothing was left to him but to throw up his office. He accordingly placed

his resignation in the hands of his agent in London, Colonel Macleane. But
Macleane was instructed not to produce the resignation, unless it should be
fully ascertained that the feeling at the India House was adverse to the

Governor-General.
The triumph of Nuncomar seemed to be complete. He held a daily levee,

to which his countrymen resorted in crowds, and to which, on one occasion,

the majority of the Council condescended to repair. His house was an office

for the purpose of receiving charges against the Governor-General. It was
said that, partly by threats, and partly by wheedling, the villanous Brahmin
had induced many of the wealthiest men of the province to send in com-
plaints. But he was playing a perilous game. It was not safe to drive to

despair a man of such resources and of such determination as Hastings.

Nuncomar, with all his acuteness, did not understand the nature of the

institutions under which he lived. He saw that he had with him the

majority of the body which made treaties, gave places, raised taxes. The
separation between political and judicial functions was a thing of which he

had no conception. It had probably never occurred to him that there was
in Bengal an authority perfectly independent of the Council, an authority

which could protect one whom the Council wished to destroy, and send to

the gibbet one whom the Council wished to protect. Yet such was the fact.

The Supreme Court was, within the sphere of its own duties, altogether

independent of the Government. Hastings, with his usual sagacity, had seen

how much advantage he might derive from possessing himself of this strong-

hold ; and he had acted accordingly. The Judges, especially the Chief

Justice, were hostile to the majority of the Council. The time had now
come for putting this formidable machinery into action.

On a sudden, Calcutta was astounded by the news that Nuncomar had
been taken up on a charge of felony, committed, and thrown into the com-
mon gaol. The crime imputed to him was that six years before he had
forged a bond. The ostensible prosecutor was a native. But it was then,

and still is, the opinion oi every body, idiots and biographers excepted, that

Hastings was the real mover in the business.

The«fage of the majority rose to the highest point. They protested against

the proceedings of the Supreme Court, and sent several urgent messages to

the Judges, demanding that Nuncomar should be admitted to bail. The
Judges returned haughty and resolute answers. All that the Council could

do was to heap honours and emoluments on the family of Nuncomar ; and
this they did. In the mean time the assizes commenced ; a true bill was
found ; and Nuncomar was brought before SL V.lijah Impfiy and a jury
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composed of Englishmen. A great quaniiiy of contradictory swearing, and

the necessity of having every word of the evidence interpreted, protracted

the trial to a most unusual length. A last a verdict of guilty wao returned,

and the Chief Justice pronounced sentence of death on the prisoner.

Mr Gleig is so strangely ignorant as to imagine that the judges had no

further discretion in the case, and that the power of extending mercy to

Nuncomai resided with the Council. He therefore throws on Francis and

I rancis'a parly the whulc blame of what followed. We should have ihought

that a geiXleman who has published five or six bulky volumes on Indian

affairs might have taken the trouble to inform himself as to the fundamental

principles of the Indian Government. The Supreme Court had, under the

Regulating Act, the power to respite criminals till the. pleasure of the Crown
-liould be known. The Council had, at that time, no power to interfere.

That Impey ought to have respited Nuncomar we hold to be perfectly

clear. Whether the whole proceeding was not illegal, is a question. But

it is certain that, whatever may have been, according to technical rules of

construction, the effect of the statute under which the trial took place, it was

most unjust to hang a Hindoo for forgerv-. The law which made forgery

capital in England was passed without the smallest reference to the state of

society in India. It was unknown to the natives of India. It had never

l)een put in execution among them, certainly not for want of deUnquents.

I

I

was in the highest degree shocking to all their notions. They were not

accustomed to the distinction which many circumstances, peculiar to our

own state of society, have kni us to make between forgery and other kinds

of cheating. The counterfeiting of a seal was, in their estimation, a common
act of swindling ; nor had it ever crossed their minds that it was to be

punished as severely as gang-robbery or assassination. A just judge would,

beyond all doubt, have reserved the case for the consideration of the sove-

reign. But Impey would not hear of mercy or delay.

The excitement among all classes was great. Francis and Francis's few

English adherenu described the Governor-General and the Chief Justice as

the worst of murderers. Clavering, it was said, swore that, even at the foot

of the gallows, Nuncomar should be rescued. The bulk of the European

society, though strongly attached to the Governor-General, could not but

feel compassion for a man who, with all his crimes, had so long filled so

large a space in their sight, whja had been great and powerful before the

British empire in India began l3 exist, and to whom, in the old limes,

governors and members of council, then mere commercial factors, had paid

Lourt for protection. The feeling of the Hindoos was infinitely stronger.

They were, indeed, not a people to strike one blow for their countrjman.

But his sentence filled them with sorrow and dismay. Tried even by their

low sundard of morality, he was a bad man. But, bad as he was, he was

the head of their race and religion, a Brahmin of the Brahmins. He had

inherited the purest and highest caste. He had practised with the greatest

punctuality all those ceremonies to which the superstitious Bengalees ascribe

far more importance than to the correct discharge of the social duties. They
felt, therefore, as a devout Catholic in the dark ages would have felt, at

seeing a prelate of the highest dignity sent to the gallows by a secular

tribunal. According to their old national laws, a Brahmin could notbe}'!**

to death for any crime whatever. And the crime for which Nuncomar was

about to die was regarded by them in much the same light in which the sell-

ing of an unsound horse, for a sound price, is regarded by a Yorkshire jockey.

The Mussulmans alone appear to have seen with exultation the fate of

the {xjwerful Hindoo, who had attempted to rise by means of the ruin of

Mahommed Keza Khan. The Mahommedan historian of those times takes

delight in aggravating the charge. He assures us that in Nuncomar's house
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a casket was found containing counterfeits of the seals of all the richest men
of the province. We have never fallen in with any other authority for this

story, which in itself is by no means improbable.

The day drew near ; and Nuncomar prepared himself to die with that

quiet fortitude with which the Bengalee, so effeminately timid in personal

conflict, often encounters calamities for which there is no remedy. The
sheriff, with the humanity which is seldom wanting in an English gentleman,
visited the prisoner on the eve of the execution, and assured him that no
indulgence, consistent with the law, should be refused to him. Nuncomar
expressed his gratitude with gi-eat politeness and unaltered composure. Not
a muscle of his face moved. Not a sigh broke from him. He put his finger

to his forehead, and calmly said that fate would have its way, and that there

was no resisting the pleasure of God. He sent his compliments to Francis,

Clavering, and Monson, and charged them to protect Rajah Goordas, who
was about to become the head of the Brahmins of Bengal. The sheriff

withdrew, greatly agitated by what had passed, and Nuncomar sat com-
posedly down to write notes and examine accounts.

The next morning, before the sun was in his power, an immense con-

course assembled round the place where the gallows had been set up.

Grief and horror were on every face
; yet to the last the multitude could

hardly believe that the English really purposed to take the life of the great

Brahmin. At length the mournful procession came through the crowd.

Nuncomar sat up in his palanquin, and looked round him with unaltered

serenity. ' He had just parted from those who were most nearly connected

with him. Their cries and contortions had appalled the European minis-

ters of justice, but had not produced the smallest effect on the iron stoicism

of the prisoner. The only anxiety which he expressed was that men of

his own i)riestly caste might be in attendance to take charge of his corpse.

He again desired to be remembered to his friends in the Council, mounted
the scaffold with firmness, and gave the signal to the executioner. The
moment that the drop fell, a howl of sorrow and despair rose from the

innumerable spectators. Hundreds turned away their faces from the pol-

luting sight, fled with loud wailings towards the Hoogley, and plunged into

its holy waters, as if to purify themselves from the guilt of having looked

on such a crime. These feelings were not confined to Calcutta. The
whole province was greatly excited ; and iie population of Dacca, in par-

ticular, gave strong signs of grief and dismay.

Of Impey's conduct it is impossible to speak too severely. We have
already said that, in our opinion, he acted unjustly in refusing to respite

Nuncomar. No rational man can doubt that he took this course in order

to gratify the Governor-General. If we had ever had any doubts on that

point, they would have been dispelled by a letter which Mr Gleig has
published. Hastings, three or four years later, described Impey as the

man " to whose support he was at one time indebted for the safety of his

fortune, honour, and reputation." These strong words can refer only to

the case of Nuncomar ; and they must mean that Impey hanged Nuncomar
in order to support Hastings. It is, therefore, our deliberate opinion that

Impey, sitting as a judge, put a man unjustly to death in order to serve a

political purpose.

But we look on the conduct of Hastings in a somewhat different light.

He was struggling for fortune, honour, liberty, all that makes life valuable.

He was beset by rancorous and unprincipled enemies. From his colleagues

he could expect no justice. He cannot be blamed for wishing to crush his

accusers. He was indeed bound to use only legitimate means for that end.

But it was not strange that he should have thought any means legitimate

which were cronounced legitimate by the sages of the law, by men whose
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peculiar duty it wasio deal justly between adversnrie-i, and whose education

might he supposed to have peculiarly qualified them lor the liischarge of

that duty. Nobo<1y demands from a party the unbeiidin;,' equity of a judge.

The rea>on that judges are appointed is, that even a good man cannot be

trusted to decide a cause in which he is himself concerned. Not a day

passes on which an honest prosecutor does not ask for what none but a

dishonest tribunal would grant. It is loo much to expect that any man,

when his dearest interests are at stake, and his strongest passions excited,

will, as against himself, l)e more just than the sworn dispensers of justice.

To take an analogous case from the history of our own island : suppose that

Lord Stafford, when in the Tower on suspicion of being concerned m the

Popish plot, had been apprised that Titus Oates had done something which

might, by a questionable construction, be brought under the head of felony.

Should we severely blame Lord Stafford, in the supposed case, for causing

a prosecution to be instituted, for furnishing funds, for using all his influence

to intercept the mercy of the Crown ? We thmk not. If a judge, indeed,

from favour to the Catholic lords, were to strain the law in order to hang

Oates, such a judge would richly deserve impeachment. But it does not

appear to us that the Catholic lord, by bringing the case before the judge

for decision, would materially overstep the limits of a just self-defence.

While, therefore, we have not the least doubt that this memorable ex-

ecution is to be attributed to Hastings, we doubt whether it can with

justice be reckoned among his crimes. That his conduct was dictated by

a profound policy is evident. He was in a minority in Council. It was

possible that he might long be in a minority. He knew the native charac-

ter well. He knew in what abundance accusations are certain to tlow in

against the most innocent inhabitant of India who is under the frown of

power. There was not in the whole black population of Bengal a j)lace-

holder, a place-hunter, a government tenant, who did not think thai he

might better himself by sending up a deposition against the Governor-

General. Under these circumstances, the persecuted statesman resolved

to teach the whole crew of accusers and witnesses that, though in a min-

ority at the council board, he was still to be feared. The lesson which he

gave them was indeed a lesson not to be forgotten. The head of the

combination which had been formed against him, the richest, the most

powerful, the most artful of the Hindoos, distinguished by the favour of

those who then held the government, fenced round by the superstitious

reverence of millions, was hanged in broad day before many thousands of

people. Every thing that could make the warning impressive, dignity in

the sufferer, solemnity in the proceeding, was found in this case. The
helpless rage and vain struggles of the Council made the triumph more

signal. From that moment the conviction of every native was that it was

safer to take the part of Hastings in a minority tiian ihat of Francis in a

majoritv, and that he who was so venturous as to join in running down the

Governor-General might chance, in the phrase of the Eastern poet, to find

a tiger, while beating the jungle for a deer. The voices of a thousand in-

formers were silenced in an instant. From that time, whatever difficulties

Hastings might have to encounter, he was never molested by accusations

from natives of India.

It is a remarkable circumstance that one of the letters of Hastings to

Dr Johnson bears date a very few hours after the death of Nuncomar.

^Vhile the whole settlement was in commotion, while a mighty and ancient

priesthood were weeping over the remains of their chief, the conqueror in

that deadly grapple sat down, with characteristic self-possession, to write

about the Tour to the Heljrides, Jones's Persian Grammar, and the history,

traditions, arts, and natural productions of India.
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In the mean time, intelligence of the Rohilla war, and of the first dis-

])utes between Hastings and his colleagues, had reached London. The
directors took part with the majority, and sent out a letter filled with severe

reflections on the conduct of Hastings. They condemned, in strong but

just terms, the iniquity of undertaking offensive wars merely for the sake
of pecuniary advantages. But they utterly forgot that, if Hastings had by
illicit means obtained pecuniary advantages, he had done so, not for his

own benefit, but in order to meet their demands. To enjoin honesty, and
to insist on having what could not be honestly got, was then the constant

practice of the Company. As Lady Macbeth says of her husband, they
" would not play false, and yet would wrongly win."

The Regulating Act, by which Hastings had been appointed Governor-
General for five years, empowered the Crown to remove him on an address

from the Company. Lord North was desirous to procure such an address.

The three members of Council who had been sent out from England were
men of his own choice. General Clavering, in particular, was supported

by a large parliamentary connection, such as no cabinet could be inclined

to disoblige. The wish of the Minister was to displace Hastings, and to

put Clavering at the head of the government. In the Court of Directors

parties were veiy nearly balanced. Eleven voted against Hastings ; ten for

him. The Court of Proprietors was then convened. The great sale-room

presented a singular appearance. Letters had been sent by the Secretaiy

of the Treasury, exhorting all the supporters of government who held India

stock to be in attendance. Lord Sandwich marshalled the friends of the

administration with his usual dexterity and alertness. Fifty peers and
privy councillors, seldom seen so far eastward, were counted in the crowd.

The debate lasted till midnight. The opponents of Hastings had a small

superiority on the division ; but a ballot was demanded ; and the result was
that the Governor-General triumphed by a majority of above a hundred
votes over the combined efforts of the Directors and the Cabinet The
ministers were greatly exasperated by this defeat. Even Lord North lost

his temper, no ordinary occurrence with him, and threatened to convoke
parliament before Christmas, and to bring in a bill for depriving the Com-
pany of ail political power, and for restricting it to its old business of trading

in silks and teas.

Colonel Macleane, who through all this conflict had zealously supported
the cause of Hastings, now thought that his employer was in imminent danger
of being turned out, branded with parliamentary censure, perhaps prose-

cuted. The opinion of the crown lawyers had already been taken respect-

ing some parts of the Governor-General's conduct. It seemed to be high

time to think of securing an honourable retreat. Under these circumstances,

Maclean*; thought himself justified in producing the resignation with which
he had been intrusted. The instrument was not in very accurate form ; but
the Directors were too eager to be scrupulous. They accepted the resig-

nation, fixed on Mr Wheler, one of their own body, to succeed Hastings,

and sent out orders that General Clavering, as senior member of Council,

should exercise the functions of Governor- General till Mr Wlieler should
arrive.

But, while these things were passing in England, a great change had
taken place in Bengal. Monson was no more. Only four members of the

government were left. Clavering and Francis were on one side, Barwell
and the Governor- General on the other ; and the Governor-General had
the casting vote. Hastings, who had been during two years destitute of

sil power and patronage, became at once absolute. He instantly proceeded
to retaliate on his adversaries. Their measures were reversed : their

creatures were displaced. A new valuation of the lands of Bengal, for the
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purposes of taxation, was ordered ; and it was provided that the whole
inquiry should be conilucted by the Cnjvemor-Cicneral, ami that all the

letters relating to it should run in his name. He began, at the same time,

to revolve vast plans of conquest and dominion, plans which he lived to

see realised, though not by himself. His project was to form subsidiary

alliances with the native princes, particularly with those of Oude and lierar,

and thus to make Britain the paramount power in India. While he was
meditating these great designs, arrived the intelligence that he had ceased
to be Governor-General, that his resignation had been accepted, that Wheler
was coming out immediately, and that, till Wheler arrived, the chair was
to be filled by Clavering.

Had Hastings still bsen in a minority, he would probably have retired

without a struggle ; but he was now the real master of British India, and
he was not disposed to quit his high place. He asserted that he had never
given any instructions which could warrant the steps taken at home. What
his instructions had been, he owned he had forgotten. If he had kept a

copy of them he had mislaid it. But he was certain that he had repeatedly
declared to the Directors that he would not resign. He could not see how
the court, possessed of that declaration from himself, could receive his

resignation from the doubtful hands of an agent. If the resignation were
invalid, all the proceedings which were founded on that resignation were
null, and Hastings was still Governor-General.
He afterwards affirmed that, though his agents had not acted in con-

formity with his instructions, he would nevertheless have held himself bound
by their acts, if Clavering had not attempted to seize the supreme power by
violence. Whether this assertion were or were not true, it cannot be
doubted that the imprudence of Clavering gave Hastings an advantage.
The General sent for the keys of the fort and of the treasury, took possession

of the records, and held a council at which Francis attended. Hastings
took the chair in another apartment, and Barwell sat with him. Each of

the two parties had a plausible show of right. Th^re was no authority

entitled to their obedience within fifteen thousand miles. It seemed that

there remained no way of settlmg the dispute except an appeal to arms ; an(f

from such an appeal Hastings, confident of his influence over his country,

men in India, was not inclined to shrink. He directed the officers of the

garrison of Fort William and of all the neighbouring stations to obey no
orders but his. At the same time, with admirable judgment, he offered to

submit the case to the Supreme Court, and to abide by its decision. By
making this proposition he risked nothii^

;
yet it was a proposition which

his opponents could hardly reject. Nobody could be treated as a criminal

for obeying what the judges should solemnly pronounce to be the lawful

government. The boldest man would shrink from taking arms in defence
of what the judges should pronounce to be usurpation. Clavering and
P'rancis, after some delay, unwillingly consented to abide by the award of

the court. The court pronounced that the resignation was invalid, and that

therefore Hastings was still Governor- General under the Regulating Act

;

and the defeated members of the Council, finding that the sense of the whole
settlement was against them, acquie-ced in the decision.

.•\l)out this time arrived the news that, after a suit which had la.sted several

years, the Franconian courts had decreed a divorce between Imhoffand his

wife. The Baron left Calcutta, carrying with him the means of buying an

estate in Saxony. The lady became Mrs Hastings. The event was cele-

brated by great festivities ; and all the most conspicuous persons at Cal-

cutta, without distinction of parties, were invited to the Government-house.
Clavering, as the Mahommedan chronicler tells the story, was sick in mind
and body, and excused himself from joining the splendid assembly. But
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Hastings, whom, as it should seem, success in ambition and in love had
jiut into liigh good-humour, would take no denial. He went himself to the

General's house, and at length brought his vanquished rival in triumph to

the gay circle which surrounded the bride. The exertion was too much for

a frame broken by mortification as well as by disease. Clavering died a
few days later.

Wheler, who came out expecting to be Governor-General, and was forced
to content himself with a seat at the Council Board, generally voted with
Francis. But the Governor-General, with Barwell's help and his own cast-

ing vote, was still the master. Some change took place at this time in the
feeling both of the Court of Directors and of the Ministers of the Crown.
All designs against Hastings were dropped ; and when his original term of

five years expired, he was quietly re-appointed. The truth is, that the fear-

ful dangers to which the public interests in every quarter were now exposed,
maj[le both Lord North and the Company unwilling to part with a Gover-
nor whose talents, experience, and resolution, enmity itself was compelled
to acknowledge.
The crisis was indeed formidable. That great and victorious empire, on

the throne of which George the Third had taken his seat eighteen years
before, with brighter hopes than had attended the accession of any of the
long line of English sovereigns, had, by the most senseless misgovemment,
been brought to the verge of ruin. In America millions of Englishmen
were at war with the country from which their blood, their language, their

religion, and their institutions were derived, and to which, but a short time
before, they had been as strongly attached as the inhabitants of Norfolk and
Leicestershire. The great powers of Europe, humbled to the dust by the
vigour and genius which had guided the councils of George the Second, now
rejoiced in the prospect of a signal revenge. The time was approaching
when our island, while struggling to keep down the United States of America,
and pressed with a still nearer danger by the too just discontents of Ireland,

was to be assailed by France, Spain, and Holland, and to be threatened by
the armed neutrality of the Baltic ; when even our maritime supremacy was to

be in jeopardy ; when hostile fleets were to command the Straits of Calpe und
the Mexican Sea ; when the British flag was to be scarcely able to protect

the British Channel. Great as were the faults of Hastings, it was happy
for our country that at that conjuncture, the most terrible through which she
has ever passed, he was the ruler of her Indian dominions.
An attack by sea on Bengal was little to be apprehended. The danger

was that the European enemies «of England might form an alliance with
some native power, might furnish that power with troops, arms, and am-
munition, and might thus assail our possessions on the side of the land. It

was chiefly from the Mahrattas that Hastings anticipated danger. The
original seat of that singular people was the wild range of hills which runs
along the western coast of India. In the reign of Aunmgzebe the inhabit-

ants of those regions, led by the great Sevajee, began to descend on the
possessions of their wealthier and less warlike neighbours. The energy,
ferocity, and cunning of the Mahrattas, soon made them the most conspicu-
ous among the new powers which were generated by the corruption of the
decaying monarchy. At first they were only robbers. They soon rose to

the dignity of conquerors. Half the jirovinces of the empire were turned
into Mahratta princi])alilies. Freebooters, sprung from low castes, and
accustomed to menial employments, became mighty Rajahs. The Bonslas,

at the head of a band of plimderers, occupied the vast region of Berar. The
Guicowar, which is, being interpreted, the Herdsman, founded that dynasty
which still reigns in Guzerat. The houses of Scindia and Holkar waxed
great in Malwa. One adventurous captain made his nest on the impreg-
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nable rock of Gooti. Another became the li^rd of the thousand villages

which are scattered among the green rice-fields of Tanjore.

That was the time, throughout Imlia, of double government. The form
and the power were every where separated. The Mussulman nabobs who
had become sovereign princes, the Vizier in Oude, and the Nizam at Hydera-
bad, still called thtmselves the viceroys of the house of Tamerlane. In the

same manner the Mahratta states, though really independent of each other,

pretended to be members of one empire. They all acknowledged, by words
and ceremonies, the supremacy of the heir of Sevajee, a roi fainiattt who
chewed bang and toyed with dancing girls in a state prison at Sattara, and
of his Peshwa or mayor of the palace, a great hereditary magistrate, who
kept a court with kingly state at Poonah, and whose authority was obeyed
in the spacious provinces of Aurungabad and Bejapoor.

Some months before war was declared in Europe the government of

Bengal was alarmed by the news that a French adventurer, who passed for

a man of quality, had arrived at Poonah. It was said that he had been
received there with great distinction, that he had delivered to the Peshwa
letters and presents from Louis the Sixteenth, and that a treaty, hostile to

England, had been concluded between France and the Mahrattas.

Hastings immediately resolved to strike the first blow. The title of the

Peshwa was not undisputed. A portion of the Mahratta nation was favour-

able to a pretender. The Governor-General determined to espouse this

pretender's interest, to move an army across the peninsula of India, and to

form a close alliance with the chief of the house of Bonsia, who ruled Berar,

and who, in power and dignity, was inferior to none of the Mahratta princes.

The army had marched, and the negotiations with Berar were in progress,

when a letter from the English consul at Cairo brought the news that war
had been proclaimed both in London and Paris. All the measures which
the crisis required were adopted by Hastings without a moment's delay. The
French factories in Bengal were seized. Orders were sent to Madras that

Pondicherry should instantly be occupied. Near Calcutta, works were
thro^vn up which were thought to render the approach of a hostile force

impossible. A maritime establishment was formed for the defence of the

river. Nine new battalions of sepoys were raised, and a corps of native

artillery was formed out of the hardy Lascars of the Bay of Bengal. Having
made these arrangements, the Governor-General with calm confidence pro-

nounced his presidency secure from all attack, unless the Mahrattas should

march against it in conjunction with the French.

The e.xpedition which Hastings had sent westward was not so speedily

or completely successful as most of his undertakings. The commanding
officer procrastinated. The authorities at Bombay blundered. But the

Governor-General persevered. A new commander repaired the errors of

his predecessor. Several brilliant actions spread the military renown of the

English through regions where no European flag had ever been seen. It is

probable that, if a new and more formidable danger had not compelled

Hastings to change his whole policy, his plans respecting the Mahratta
empire would have been carried into complete effect.

The authorities in England had wisely sent out to Bengal, as commander
of the forces and member of the council, one of the most distinguished

soldiers of that time. Sir Eyre Coote had, many years before, been con-

spicuous among the founders of the British empire in the East. At the

council of war which preceded the battle of Plasscy, he earnestly recom-

mended, in opposition to the majority, that daring course which, after some
hesitation, was adopted, and which was crowned with .such splendid success.

He subsequently commanded in the south of India against the brave and
unfortunate Lally, griined the decisive battle of W'andewash over the French
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and their native^ allies, took Pondicherry, and made the English power
supreme in the Camatic. Since those gieat exploits near twenty years had
elapsed. Coote had no longer the bodily activity which he had shown in
earlier days ; nor was the vigour of his mind altogether unimpaired. He
was capricious and fretful, and required much coaxing to keep him in good-
humour. It must, we fear, be added that the love of money had grown
upon him, and that he thought more about his allowances, and less about
his duties, than might have been expected from so eminent a member of so
noble a profession. Still he was perhaps the ablest officer that was then to
be found in the British army. Among the native soldiers his name was great
and his influence unrivalled. Nor is he yet forgotten by them. Now and
then a white-bearded old sepoy may still be found, who loves to talk of
Porto Novo and Pollilore. It is but a short time since one of those aged
men came to present a memorial to an English officer, who holds one of the
highest employments in India. A print of Coote hung in the room. The
veteran recognised at once that face and figure which he had not seen for

more than half a century, and, forgetting his salam to the living, halted,

drew himself up, lifted his hand, and with solemn reverence paid his military

obeisance to the dead.

Coote, though he did not, like Barwell, vote constantly with the Governor-
General, was by no means inclined to join in systematic opposition, and on
most questions concurred with Hastings, who did his best, by assiduous
courtship, and by readily granting the most exorbitant allowances, to gratify

the strongest passions of the old soldier.

It seemed likely at this time that a general reconciliation would put an
end to the quarrels which had, during some years, weakened and disgraced

the government of Bengal. The dangers of the empire might well induce
men of patriotic feeling—and of patriotic feeling neither Hastings nor
J'rancis was destitute—to forget private enmities, and to co-operate heartily

for the general good. Coote had never been concerned in faction. Wheler
was thoroughly tired of it. Barwell had made an ample fortune, and, though
he had promised that he would not leave Calcutta v\ hile his help was needed
in Council, was most desirous to return to England, and exerted himself to

promote an arrangement which would set him at liberty. A compact was
made, by which Francis agreed to desist from opposition, and Hastings
engaged that the friends of Francis should be admitted to a fair share of the

honours and emoluments of the service. During a few months after this

treaty there was apparent harmony at the council-board.

Harmony, indeed, was never more necessary ; for at this moment internal

calamities, more formidable than war itself, menaced Bengal. The authors

of the Regulating Act of 1773 had established two independent powers, the

one judicial, the other political ; and, with a carelessness scandalously

common in English legislation, had omitted to define the limits of either.

The judges took advantage of the indistinctness, and attempted to draw to

themselves supreme authority, not only within Calcutta, but through the

whole of the great terntory subject to the presidency of Fort William.

There are few Englishmen who will not admit that the English law, in spite

of modern improvements, is neither so cheap nor so speedy as might be
wished. Still, it is a system which has grown up among us. In some points,

it has been fashioned to suit our feelings ; in others, it has gradually fashioned

our feelings to suit itself. Even to its worst evils we are accustomed ; and,

therefore, though we may complain of them, they do not strike us with the

horror and dismay which would be produced by a new grievance of smaller

severity. In India the case is widely different. English law, transplanted

to that country, has all the vices from which we suffijr here ; it has them all

in a far higher degree ; and it has other vices, compared with which the
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worst vices from which we sxifTer are tritles. |)iIatory here, it is far more
dilatory in a land where the help of an interpreter is needetl hy ever)' judge
and by every advocate. Costly here, it is far more costly in a land into

which the legal practitioners must V)e imported from an immense distance.

All English labour in India, from the labour of the Governor-General and
the Commander-in-Chief, down to that of a groom or a watchmaker, must
be paid for at a higher rate than at home. No man will be banished, and
banished to the torrid zone, for nothing. The nile holds good with respect

to the legal profession. Xo English barrister will work, fifteen thousand
miles from all his friends, with the thermometer at ninety-six in the shade, for

the emoluments which will content him in chambers that overlook the

Thames. Accordingly, the fees at Calcutta are about three times as great

as the fees of Westminster Hall ; and this, though the people of India are,

beyond all comparison, poorer than the people of England. Yet the delay

and the expense, grievous as they are, form the smallest part of the evil

which English law, imported without modifications into India, could not

fad to produce. The strongest feelings of our nature, honour, religion,

female modesty, rose up against the innovation. Arrest on mesne process

was the first step in most civil proceedings ; and to a native of rank arrest

was not merely a restraint, but a foul personal indignity. Oaths were re-

quired in ever)' stage of ever)- suit ; and the feeling of a Quaker about an
oath is hardly stronger than that of a respectable native. That the apart-

ments of a woman of quality should be entered by strange men, or that her

face should be seen by them, are, in the East, intolerable outrages, outrages
which are more dreaded than death, and which can be expiated only by the

shedding of blood. To these outrages the most distinguished families of

Bengal, Bahar, and Onssa, were now exposed. Imagine what the state of

our own countr)' would be, if a jurisprudence were on a sudden introduced

among us, which should be to us what our jurisprudence was to our Asiatic

subjects. Imagine what the state of our country would be, if it were enacted

that any man, by merely swearing that a debt was due to him, should acquire

a right to insult the persons of men of the most honourable and sacred call-

ings and of women of the most shrinking delicacy, to horsewhip a general

ofhcer, to put a bishop in the stocks, to treat ladies in the way which called

forth the blow of Wat Tyler. Something like this was the effect of the

attempt which the Supreme Court made to extend its jurisdiction over the
whole of the Company's territory.

A reign of terror began, of terror heightened by mystery ; for even that

which was endured was less horrible than that which was anticipated. No
man knew what was next to be expected from this strange tribunal. It came
from beyond the black water, as the people of India, with mysterious horror,

call the sea. It consisted of judges not one of whom was familiar with the

usages of the millions over whom they claimed boundless authority. Its

records were kept in unknown characters ; its sentences were pronounced
in unknown sounds. It had already collected round itself an army of the worst

part of the native population, informers, and false witnesses, and common
barrators, and agents of chicane, and, above all, a banditti of bailiffs' followers,

compared with whom the retainers of the worst English spunging-houses, in

the worst times, might be considered as upright and tender-heartetl. Many
natives, highly considered among their countr)-men, were seized, hurried up to

Calcutta, flung into the common gaol, not for any crime even imputed, not for

any debt that had been proved, but merelyas a precaution till their cause should
come to trial. There were instances in which men of the most venerable
dignity, persecuted without a cause by extortioners, died of rage and shame
in the gnpe of the vile alguazils of Impey. The harams of noble Mahom-
medans, sanctuaries respected in the East, by governments which respected
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nothing else, were burst open by gangs of bailiffs. The Mussulmans, braver

and less accustomed to submission than the Hindoos, sometimes stood on

tlieir defence ; and there were instances in which they shed their blood in

the doorway, while defending, sword in hand, the sacred apartments of their

women. Nay, it seemed as if even the faint-hearted Bengalee, who had

crouched at the feet of Surajah Dowlah, who had been mute during the

administration of Vansittart, would at length find courage in despair. No
Mahratta invasion had ever spread through the province such dismay as this

inroad of English lawyers. All the injustice of former oppressors, Asiatic

and European, appeared as a blessing vi^hen compared with the justice of

the Supreme Court.

Every class of the population, English and native, with the exception of

the ravenous pettifoggers who fattened on the misery and terror of an im-

mense community, cried out loudly against this fearful oppression. But

the judges were immovable. If a bailiff was resisted, they ordered the

soldiers to be called out. If a servant of the Company, in conformity with

the orders of the government, withstood the miserable catchpoles who, with

Impey's writs in their hands, exceeded the insolence and rapacity of gang-

robbers, he was flung into prison for a contempt. The lapse of sixty years,

the virtue and wisdom of many eminent magistrates who have during that

time administered justice in the Supreme Court, have not effaced from the

minds of the people of Bengal the recollection of those evil days.

The members of the government were, on this subject, united as one man.

Hastings had courted the judges ; he had found them useful instruments.

But he was not disposed to make them his owm masters, or the. masters of

India. His mind was large ; his knowledge of the native character most

accurate. He saw that the system pursued by the Supreme Court was de-

grading to the government and ruinous to the people ; and he resolved to

oppose it manfully. The consequence was, that the friendship, if that be

the proper word for such a connection, which had existed between him and

Impey, was for a time completely dissolved. The government placed itself

firmly between the tyrannical tribunal and the people. The Chief Justice

proceeded to the wildest excesses. The Governor-Genera) and all the mem-

bers of Council were served with writs, calling on them to appear before the

King's justices, and to answer for their public acts. This was too much.

Hastings, with just scorn, refused to obey the call, set at liberty the persons

wrongfully detained by the Court, and took measures for resisting the out-

rageous proceedings of the sheriffs' officers, if necessary, by the sword. But

he had in view another device which might prevent the necessity of an appeal

to arms. He was seldom at a loss for an expedient ; and he knew Impey

well. The expedient, in this case, was a very simple one, neither more nor

less than a bribe. Impey was, by act of parliament, a judge, independent

of the government of Bengal, and entitled to a salary of eight thousand a year.

Hastings proposed to make him also a judge in the Company's serv'ice, re-

movable at the pleasure of the government of Bengal ; and to give him., in

that capacity, about eight thousand a year more. It was understood that,

in consideration of this new salaiy, Impey would desist from urging the high

/)retensions of liis court. If he did urge these pretensions, the government

could, at a moment's notice, eject him from the new place which had been

created for him. The bargain was struck ; Bengal was saved ; an appeal to

force was averted ; and the Chief Justice was rich, quiet, and infamous.

Of Impey's conduct it is unnecessary to speak. It was of a piece with

almo.st every part of his conduct that comes under the notice of history. No
other such judge has dishonoured the English ermine, since JefTeries drank

himself to death in the Tower. But we cannot agree with those who have

blamed Hastings for this transaction. The case stood thus. The negligent
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manner in which the Kcgxilating Act had been framed put it in the power of

the Chief Justice to throw a great country into Hie most (hcadful confusion.

He was determineil to use his power to the utmost, unless he was paid to he
still : and I Fastings consented to pay him. The necessity w.as to be deplored.

It is also to be deplored that pirates shouKl be able to exact ransom by threaten-

ing to make their captives walk the plank. But to ransom a captive from
pirates has always been held a humane and Christian act ; and it would be
absurii to charge the payer of the ransom with corrupting the virtue of the
corsair. This, we seriously think, is a not unfair illustration of the relative

position of Impey, Hastings, and the people of India. Whether it was right

in Impey to demand or to accept a price for powers which, if they really be-

longed to him, he could not abdicate, which, if they did not belong to'him,

he ought never to have usurped, and which in neither case he could honestly

sell, is one question. It is quite another question, whether Hastings was not
right to give any sum, however large, to any man, however worthless, rather

than either surrender millions of human beings to pillage, or rescue them
by civil war.

Francis strongly opposed this arrangement. It may, indeed, be suspected
that personal aversion to Impey was as strong a motive with Francis as re-

gard for the welfare of the province. To a mind burning with resentment, it

might seem better to leave I3engal to the oppressors than to redeem it by en-
riching them. It is not improbable, on the other hand, that Hastings may
have been the more willing to resort to an expedient agreeable to the Chief
Justice, because that high functionary had already been so serviceable, and
might, when existing dissensions were composed, be serviceable again.

But it was not on this point alone that Francis was now opposed to Has-
tings. The peace between them proved to be only a short and hollow truce,

during which iheii mutual aversion was constantly becoming stronger. At
length an explosion took place. Hastings publicly charged Francis with hav-
ing deceived him, and with having induced Barwell to quit the service by
insincere promises. Then came a dispute, such as frequently arises even
between honourable men, when they may make important agreements by
mere verbal communication. An impartial historian will probably be ofopinion
that they had misunderstood each other ; but their minds were so much em-
bittered that they imputed to each other nothing less than deliberate villany.
" I do not,'' said Hastings, in a minute recorded on the Consultations of''

'

Government, " I do not trust to Mr Francis's promises of candour, co"" ' *"^'

that he is incapable of it. I judge of his public conduct by his -i- -''"S.^ xaoai

I have found to be void of truth and honour." After the C, :
^ii™atic, and

Francis put a challenge into the Governor-General's han '

, 'V'l^.f,
"^ "^^

accepted. They met, and fired. Francis was shot tl;'^' "\^ ^ohillas
;
nor

wascarried to a neighbouring house, where it appear ''.*^^
^"^'t , .

severe, was not mortal. Hastings inquired repeate' " '."
"^"f^^'

population,

and proposed to call on him ; but Francis coldb ^ ^^'=^-
,
^\

^'^ commonly

a proper sense, he said, of the Govemor-Gene "'^^ crowded into that laby-

consent to any private inter^iew. They could
"J'^^t"" !^ ^? balconies, and

In a very short time it was made signally ° by hundreds. The traveller

the Governor-General had, on this occasion>-f "^ f^^X
mendicants and not

arrived with which he, and he alone, was 'S^^ °^ ^ ^ps which descended

much to say that, if he had l>een taken f.
'g-P'^,<^es a ong the Ganges were

1780 and 1 78 1 would have been as fata
!""*b« multitude of worshippers,

power in America.
''°'^^

}} '"'^°'^^ ^^'^'^
T^"^

province

The Mahrattas had been the chief oY'^:
."""dreds of devotees came

The measures which he had adopted for -f^^^^^^^^y^
pecuhariy happy fate

had at first been frustrated by the erro '^.^^'j':^ ^/^y '"'° '^^ ^^^'^"^ "^^r.

to employ ; but his perseverance and '^^^ ^^"^^'^
f.^^f^'^^

'^ ^ha' g^e^t
^ '

' ^ jilgnms as religion. All along the
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with success, when a far more formidalile danger showed itself in a distant

quarter.

About thirty years before this time, a Mahommedan soldier had begun to
distinguish himself in the wars of Southern India. His education had been
neglected ; his extraction was humble. His father had been a petty officer

of revenue ; his grandfather a wandering dervise. But though thus meanly
descended, though ignorant evenof the alphabet, the ad venturer had no sooner
been placed at the head of a body of troops than he approved himself a man
born for conquest and command. Among the crowd of chiefs who were
struggling for a share of India, none could compare with him in the qualities

of the captain and the statesman. He became a general ; he became a sove-

reign. Out of the fragments of old principalities, which had gone to pieces

in the general wreck, he formed for himself a great, compact, and vigorous

empire. That empire he ruled with the ability, severity, and vigilance of

Louis the Eleventh. Licentious in his pleasures, implacable in his revenge,

he had yet enlargement of mind enough to perceive how much the prosperity

of subjects adds to the strength of governments. He was an oppressor ; but

he liad at least the merit of protectirig his people against all oppression ex-

cept his own. He was now in e.xtreme old a^e ; but his intellect was as clear,

and his spirit as high, as in the prime of manhood. Such was the great Hyder
Ali, the founder of the Mahommedan kingdom of Mysore, and the most
formidable enemy with whom the English conquerors of India have ever

had to contend.

Had Hastings been governor of Madras, Hyder would have been either

made a friend, or vigorously encountereci as an enemy. Unhappily the

English authorities in the south provoked their powerful neighbour's hos-

tility, without being prepared to repel it. On a sudden, an army of ninety

thousand men, far superior in discipline and efficiency to any other native

force that could be found in India, came pouring through those wild passes

which, worn by mountain torrents, and dark with jungle, lead down from

the table-land of Mysore to the plains of the Carnatic. This great army
was accompanied by a hundred pieces of cannon ; and its movements were
guided by many French officers, trained in the best military schools of Europe.
Hyder was every where triumphant. The sepoys in many British garri-

sons flung down their arms. Some forts were surrendered by treachery,
^^-1 some by despair. In a few days the whole open country north of the
wrongiu„

iia^fi submitted. The English inhabitants of Madras could already
rageous proc>. fi-Q^n the top of Mount St Thomas, the eastern sky reddened
he had m view a.Vcle of blazing villages. The white villas, to which our
to arms. lie was „ftgj- ^^^ daily labours of government and of trade, when
well. The expedient, -,£ springs up from the bay, were now left without
less than a bribe. Impe^f the fierce horsemen of Mysore had already been
of the government of Benga. tulip-trees, and near the gay verandas. Even
Hastings jjioposed to make secure, and the British merchants and public
rnovable at the pleasure of th.,-owd themselves behind the cannon of Fort St
that capacity, about eight thoi
in consideration of this new sala-d of assembling an army which might have
/)retensions of Ins court. If he »en driven the invader back to his mountains,
could, at a moment s notice, ejec^ad of one considerable force ; Baillie was
created for him. The bargain wa;, they might have presented a formidable
force was averted

; and the Chief Hyder. But the English commanders,
Of Impey's conduct it is unneceof the military art of which the propriety

a most every part of h.sconduct tha eceived a mihtar)' education, deferred
other such judge has dishonoured th, attacked. Baillie's detachment was
himself to death in the Tower. Butbandon his baggage, to fling his guns
blamed Hastings for this transaction,-

,,y ^ retreat which might be callld a
ommencement of the war, the British
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empire in Soutnem India had been brought to the verge of ruin. Only a

few fortified places remained to us. The glory of our arms had departed.

It was known that a great French expedition might soon be expected on the

coast of Coromandel. England, beset by enemies on every side, was in no

condition to protect such remote dependencies.

Then it was that the fertile genius and serene courage of Hastings achieved

their most signal triumph. A swift ship, flying before the south-west mon-

soon, brought the evil tidings in few days to Calcutta. In twenty-four

hours the Governor-General had framed a complete plan of policy adapted

to the altered state of affairs. The struggle with Ilyder was a struggle for

life and death. All minor objects must be sacrificed to the presenaiiun of

the Camatic. The disputes with the Mahrattas must be accommodated.

A large military force and a supply of money must be instantly sent to

Madras. But even these measures would be insufficient, unless the war,

hitherto so grossly mismanaged, were placed under the direction of a vigor-

ous mind. It was no time for trifling. Hastings determined to resort to

an extreme exercise of power, to suspend the incapable governor of Fort St

George, to send Sir Eyre Coote to oppose Hyder, and to intrust that dis-

tinguished general with the whole administration of the war.

In spite of the sullen opposition of Francis, who had now recovered from

his wound, and had relumed to the Council, the Governor-General's wise

and firm policy was approved by the majority of the board. The reinforce-

ments were sent off" with great expedition, and reached Madras before the

French armament arrived in the Indian seas. Coote, broken by age and

disease, was no longer the Coote of Wandewash ; but he was still a resolute

and skilful commander. The progress of Hyder was anested ; and in a

few months the great victory of Porto Novo retrieved the honour of the

English arms.

In the mean time Francis had returned to England, and Hastings was

now left perfectly unfettered. Wheler had gradually been relaxing in his

opposition, and, after the departure of his vehement and implacable colleague,

co-operated heartily with the Governor-General, whose influence over the

British in India, always great, had, by tlie vigour and success of his recent

measures, been considerably increased.

But, though the difficulties arising from factions within the Council were

at an end, another class of difficulties had become more pressing than ever.

The financial embarrassment was extreme. Hastings had to find the means,

not only of carrying on the government of Bengal, but of maintaining a most

costly war against both Indian and European enemies in the Carnatic, and

of making remittances to England. A few years before this time he had

obtained relief by plundering the Mogul and enslaving the Kohillas ; nor

were the resources of his fruitful mind by any means e.xhausted.

His first design was on Benares, a city which in wealth, population,

dignity, and sanctity, was among the foremost of Asia. It was commonly
believed that half a million of human beings was crowded into that laby-

rinth of lofty alleys, rich with shrines, and minarets, and balconies, and

carved oriels, to which the sacred apes clung by hundreds. The traveller

could scarcely make his way through the press of holy mendicants and not

less holy bulls. The broad and stately flights of steps which descended

from these swarming haunts to the bathing-places along the Ganges were

worn every day bv the footsteps of an innumerable multitude of worshippers.

The schools and temples drew crowds of pious Hindoos from every province

where the Brahminical faith was known. Hundreds of devotees came

thither every month to die : for it was believed that a peculiarly happy fate

awaited the man who should pass from the sacred city into the sacred river.

Nor was superstition the only motive which allured strangers to that great

metropolis. Commerce had as many pilgrims as religion. All along the
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shores of the venerable stream lay gi-eat fleets of vessels laden with rich

merchandise. From the looms of Benares went forth the most delicate

silks that adorned the balls of St James's and of the Petit Trianon : and in

the bazaars the muslins of Bengal and the sabres of Oude were mingled
with the jewels of Golconda and the shawls of Cashmere. This rich capital,

and the surrounding tract, had long been under the immediate rule of a
Hindoo prince M-ho rendered homage to the Mogul emperors. During the
great anarchy of India the lords of Benares became independent of the court

of Delhi, but were compelled to submit to the authority of the Nabob of

Oude. Oppressed by this formidable neighbour, they invoked the protec-

tion of the English. The English protection was given ; and at length the
Nabob Vizier, by a solemn treaty, ceded all his rights over Benares to the

Company. From that time the Rajah was the vassal of the government of

Bengal, acknowledged its supremacy, and engaged to send an annual tribute

to Fort William. This tribute Cheyte Sing, the reigning prince, had paid
with strict punctuality.

Respecting the precise nature of the legal relation between the Company
and the Rajah of Benares, there has been much warm and acute controversy.

On the one side, it has been maintained that Clieyte Sing was merely a
great subject on whom the superior power had a right to call for aid in the

necessities of the empire. On the other side it has been contended that he
was an independent prince, that the only claim which the Company had
upon him was for a fixed tribute, and that, while the fixed tribute was
regularly paid, as it assuredly was, the English had no more right to exact

any further contribution from, him than to demand subsidies from Holland
or Denmark. Nothing is easier than to find precedents and analogies in

favour of either view.

Our own impression is that neither view is correct. It was too much the

habit of English politicians to take it for granted that there was in India a

known and definite constitution by which questions of this kind were to be
decided. The truth is that, during the interval which elapsed between the

fall of the House of Tamerlane and the establishment of the British ascend-

ency, there was no such constitution. The old order of things had passed

away : the new order of things was not yet formed. All was transition,

confusion, obscurity. Every body kept his head as he best might, and
scrambled for whatever he could get. There have been similar seasons in

Europe. The time of the dissolution of the Carlovingian empire is an in-

stance. Who would think of seriously discussing the question, what extent

of pecuniary aid and of obedience Hugh Capet had a constitutional right to

demand from the Duke of Brittany or the Duke of Normandy? The words
" constitutional right " had, in that state of society, no meaning. If Hugh
Capet laid hands on all the possessions of the Duke of Normandy, this

might be unjust And immoral ; but it would not be illegal, in the sense in

which the ordinances of Charles the Tenth were illegal. If, on the other

hand, the Duke of Normandy made war on Hugh Capet, this might be
unjust and immoral ; Ijut it would not be illegal, in the sense in which the

expedition of Prince Louis Bonaparte was illegal.

Very similar to tliis was the state of India sixty years ago. Of the existing

governments not a single one could lay claim to legitimacy, or could plead

any other title than recent occupation. There was scarcely a province in

which the real sovereignty and the nominal sovereignty were not disjoined.

Titles and forms were still retained which implied that the heir of Tamer-
lane was an absolute loilcr, and tliat the Nabobs of the provinces were his

lieutenants. In reality, he was a captive. The Nabobs were in some places

independent princes. In other places, as in Bengal and the Carnatic, they

had, like their master, become mere phantoms, and the Company was
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SHpreme. Among the Mahrattas again the heir of.Sevajec still kept the title

of Rajah ; but he was a prisoner, and his prime minister, the Peshwa, had

become the hereditary chief of the state. The I'eshwa, in his lum. was fast

sinking into the same degraded situation to which he !iad reduced the

Rajah. It was, we believe, impossible to find, from the Himalayas to

Mysore, a single government which was at once a government de facto and

a government de jure, which possessed the physical means of making itself

feared by its neighbours anil subjects, and which had at the same lime the

authority derived from law and long prescription.

Hastings clearly discerned, what was hidden from most of his contem-

poraries, that such a state of things gave immense advantages to a ruler of

great talents and few scruples. In every international question that could

arise, he had his option between the defacto ground and the dejure ground
;

and the probability was that one of those grounds would sustain any claim

that it might be convenient for him to make, and enal^le him to resist any
claim made by others. In every controversy, accordingly, he resorted to

the plea which suited his immediate purpose, without trcjuliling himself in

the least about consistency ; and thus he scarcely ever failed to find what,

to persons of short memories and scanty information, seemed to be a justi-

fication for what he wanted to do. Sometimes the Nabob of Bengal is a

shadow, sometimes a monarch. Sometimes the Vizier is a mere deputy,

sometimes an independent potentate. If it is expedient for the Company to

show some legal title to the revenues of Bengal, the grant under the seal of

the Mogul is brought forward as an instrument of the highest authority.

When the Mogid asks for the rents which were reserved to him by that very

grant, he is told that he is a mere pageant, that the English power rests on
a very different foundation from a charter given liy him, that he is welcome
to play at royalty as long as he likes, but that he must expect no tribute

from the real masters of India.

It is true that it was in the power of others, as well as of Hastings, to

practise this legerdemain ; but in the controversies of governments, sophistry

is of little use unless it be backed by power. There is a principle which
Hastings was fond of asserting in the strongest terms, and on which he acted

with undeviating steadiness. It is a principle which, we must own, though
it may be grossly abused, can hardly be disputed in the present state of

public law. It is this, that where an ambiguous question arises between two
governments, there is, if they cannot agree, no appeal except to force, and
that the opinion of the stronger must prevail. Almost every question was
ambiguous in India. The English government was the strongest in India.

The consequences are obvious. The Engli.sh government might do exactly

what it chose.

The English government now chose to wring money out of Cheyte Sing.

It had formerly been convenient to treat him as a sovereign prince ; it was
now convenient to treat him as a subject. Dexterity inferior to that of

Hastings could easily find, in the general chaos of laws and customs, argu-

ments for either course. Hastings wanted a great supply. It was known
that Cheyte Sing had a large revenue, and it was suspected that he had
accumulated a treasure. Nor was he a favourite at Calcutta. He had,

when the Governor-General was in great difficulties, courted the favour of

Francis and Clavering. Hastings who, less we believe from evil passions

than from policy, seldom left an injury unpunished, was not sorr)' that the fate

of Cheyte .Sing should teach neighbouring princes the .same lesson which the

fate of Nuncomar harl already impressed on the inhabitants of Bengal.
In 1778. on the first breaking out of the war with France, Cheyte Sing

(vas called upon to pay, in addition to his fixed tribute, an extraordinary

contribution of fifty thousand pounds, in 1779, an equal sum was exacted.

X
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In 1780, the demand was renewed. Cheyte Sing, in the hope of obtain-

ing some indulgence, secretly offered the Governor-General a bribe of twenty
thousand pounds. Hastings took the money, and his enemies have main-
tained that he took it intending to keep it. He certainly concealed the
transaction, for a time, both from the Council in Bengal and from the Di-
rectors at home ; nor did he ever give any satisfactory reason for the con-

cealment. Public spirit, or the fear of detection, however, determined him
to withstand the temptation. He paid over the bribe to the Company's
treasury, and insisted tliat the Rajah should instantly comply with the

demands of the English government. The Rajah, after the fashion of his

countrymen, shuffled, solicited, and pleaded poverty. The grasp of Hastings
was not to be so eluded. He added to the requisition another ten thousand
pounds as a fine for delay, and sent troops to exact the money.
The money was paid. But this was not enough. The late events in the

south of India had increased the financial embarrassments of the Company.
Hastings was determined to plunder Cheyte Sing, and, for that end, to fasten

a quarrel on him. Accordingly, the Rajah was now required to keep a body
of cavalry for the service of the British government. He objected and
evaded. This was exactly what the Governor-General wanted. He had
now a pretext for treating the wealthiest of his vassals as a criminal. " I

resolved"—these are the words of Hastings himself— "to draw from his

guilt the means of relief to the Company's distresses, to make him pay
largely for his pardon, or to exact a severe vengeance for past delinquency."

The plan was simply this, to demand larger and larger contributions till the

Rajah should be driven to remonstrate, then to call his remonstrance a

crime, and to punish him by confiscating all his possessions.

Cheyte Sing was in the p;reatest dismay. He offered two hundred thou-

sand pounds to propitiate the British government. But Hastings replied

that nothing less than half a million would be accepted. Nay, he began to

think of selling Benares to Oude, as he had formerly sold Allahabad and
Rohilcund. The matter was one which could not be well managed at a

distance ; and Hastings resolved to visit Benares.

Cheyte Sing received his liege lord with every mark of reverence, came
near sixty miles, with his guards, to meet and escort the illustrious visiter,

and expressed his deep concern at the displeasure of the English. He even
took off his turban, and laid it in the lap of Hastings, a gesture which in

India marks the most profound submission and devotion. Hastings be-

haved with cold and repulsive severity. Having arrived at Benares, he sent

to the Rajah a paper containing the demands of the government of Bengal.

The Rajah, in reply, attempted to clear himself from the accusations brought

against him. Hastings, who wanted money and not excuses, was not to be

put off by the ordinary artifices of Eastern negotiation. He instantly

ordered the Rajah to be arrested and placed under the custody of two
companies of sepoys.

In taking these strong measures, Hastings scarcely showed his usual

judgment. It is probable that, having had little opportunity of personally

observing any part of the population of India, except the Bengalees, he
was not fully aware of the difference between their character and that of

the tribes which inhabit the upper provinces. He was now in a land far

more favourable to the vigour of the human frame than the Delta of the

Ganges ; in a land fruitful of soldiers, who have been found worthy to

follow English battalions to the charge and into the breach. The Rajah
was popular among his subjects. His administration had been mild ; and
the prosperity of the district which he governed presented a striking con-

trast to the depressed state of Bahar under our rule, and a still more strik-

ing contrast to the misery of the provinces which were cursed by the
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tyranny of the Nabob Vizier. The national an^l religious prejudices with
which the English were regarded throughout India were jieculiarly intense
ill the metropolis of the Brahmiiiical superstition. It can therefore scarcely

be doubted that the Ciovemor-Generai, before he outraged the dignity of

Cheyte Sing by an arrest, ought to have assembled a force capable of bear-

mg down ;U1 opposition. This had not been done. The handful of sepoys
who attended Hastings would probably have been suflicient to overawe
Moorshedabad, or the Black Town of Calcutta. But they were unequal to

a conflict with the hardy rabble of Benares. The streets surrounding the

palace were tilled by an immense multitude, of whom a large proportion,

as is usual in Upper India, wore arms. The tumult became a fight, and
the fight a massacre. The English officers defended themselves with des-

perate courage agaiast overwhehning numbers, and fell, as became them,
sword in hand. The sepoys were butchered. The gates were forced.

The captive prince, neglected by his jailers during the confusion, discovered

an outlet which opened on the precipitous bank of the Ganges, let himself

down to the water by a string made of the turbans of his attendants, found
a boat, ami escaped to the opposite shore

If Hastings had, by indiscreet violence, brought himself into a difficult

and perilous situation, it is only just to acknowledge that he extricated

himself with even more than his usual ability and presence of mind. He
had only filty men with him. The building in which he had taken up his

residence was on ever)' side blockaded by the insurgents. But his fortitude

remained unshaken. The Rajah from tlie other side of the river sent

apologies and liberal offers. They were not even answered. Some subtle

and enterprising men were foimd who undertook to pass through the throng

of enemies, and to convey the intelligence of the late events to the English
cantonments. It is the fashion of the natives of India to wear large ear-

rings of gold. When they travel, the rings are laid aside, lest the precious

metal should tempt some- gang of robbers, and, in place of the ring, a quill

or a roll of paper is inserted in the orifice to prevent it from closing.

Hastings placed m the ears of his messengers letters rolled up in the

smallest compass. Some of these letters were addressed to the commanders
of the English troops. One was written to assure his wife of his safety.

One was to the envoy whom he had sent to negotiate with the Mahrattas.

Instructions for the negotiation were needed ; and the Governor-General
framed them in that situation of extreme danger, with as much composure
as if he had been writing in his palace at Calcutta.

Things, however, were not yet at the worst. An English officer of more
spirit than judgment, eager to distinguish himself, made a premature attack

on the insurgents beyond the river. His troops were entangled in narrow
streets, and assailed by a furious pojmlation. He fell, with many of his

men ; and the survivors were forced to retire.

This event produced the effect which has never failed to follow every check,

however slight, sustained in India by the English arms. Eor hundreds of

miles round, the whole country was in commotion. The entire population

of the liistrict of Benares took arms. The fields were abandoned by the hus-

bandmen, who thronged to defend their prince. The infection spread to

Oude. The oppressed people of that province rose up against the Nabob
Vizier, refused to pay their imposts, and put the revenue officers ro flight.

Even Bahar was ripe for revolt. The hopes of Cheyte .Sing began to rise.

Instead of imploring mercy in the humble style of a vassal, he began to talk

the language of a conqueror, and threatened, it was said, to sweep the white

usurpers out of the land. But the English troops were now assembling fast.

The officers, and even the private men, regarded the Governor-General with

enthusiastic attachment, and flew to his aid with an alacrity which, as he
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boasted, had never been shown on any other occasion. Major Popham, a

brave and skilful soldier, who had highly distinguished himself in the Mah-
ratta war, and inwhom the Governor-General reposed the gi-eatest confidence,

took the command. The tumultuar}' army of the Rajah was put to rout.

His fastnesses were stormed. In a few hours, above thirty thousand men.

left his standard, and returned to their ordinary avocations. The unhappy
prince fled from his country for ever. His fair domain was added to the

British dominions. One of his relations mdeed was appointed rajah ; but

the Rajah of Benares was henceforth to be, like the Nabob of Bengal, a

mere pensioner.

By this revolution, an addition of two hundred thousand pounds a year

was made to the revenues of the Company. But the immediate relief was
not as great as had been expected. The treasure laid up by Cheyte Sing
had been popularly estimated at a million sterling. It turned out to be
about a fourth part of that sum ; and, such as it was, it was seized by the

army, and divided as prize-money.

Disappointed in his expectations from Benares, Hastings was more violent

than he would otherwise have been, in his dealings with Oude. Sujah Dowlah
had long been dead. His son and successor, Asaph-ul-Dowlah, was one of

the weakest and most vicious even of Eastern princes. His life was divided

between toipid repose and the most odious forms of sensuality. In his court

there was boundless waste, throughout his dominions wretchedness and dis-

order. He had been, under the skilful management of the English govern-

ment, gi-adually sinking from the rank of an independent prince to that of a

vassal of the Company. It was only by the help of a British brigade that

he could be secure from the aggressions of neighbours who despised his weak-
ness, and from the vengeance of subjects who detested his tyranny. A bri-

gade was furnished ; and he engaged to defray the charge of paying and main-

taining it. From that time his independence was at an end. Hastings was
not a man to lose the advantage which he had thus gained. The Nabob soon

began to complain of the burden which he had undertaken to bear. His
revenues, he said, were falling off; his servants were unpaid ; he could no
longer support the expense of the arrangement which he had sanctioned.

Hastings would not listen to these representations. The Vizier, he said, had
invited the Government of Bengal to send him troops, and had promised to

pay for them. The troops had been sent. How long the troops were to

remain in Oude was a matter not settled by the treaty. It remained, there-

fore, to be settled between the contracting parties. But the contracting par-

ties differed. Who then must decide? The stronger.

Hastings also argued that, if the English force was withdrawn, Oude would
certainly become a prey to anarchy, and would probably be overrun by a

Mahratta army. That the finances of Oude were embarrassed he admitted.

But he contended, not without reason, that the embarrassment was to be
attributed to the incapacity and vices of Asaph-ul-Dowlah himself, and that,

if less were spent on the troops, the only effect would be that more would
be squandered on worthless favourites.

Hastings had intended, after settling the affairs of Benares, to visit Luck-
now, and there to confer with Asaph-ul-Dowlah. But the obsequious

courtesy of the Nabob Vizier prevented this visit. With a small train he
hastened to meet the Governor-General. An interview took place in the

fortress which, from the crest of the precipitous rock of Chunar, looks down
on the waters of the Ganges.

At first sight it might appear impossible that the negotiation should come
to an amicable close. Hastings wanted an extraordinary supply of money.
Asaph-ul-Dowlah wanted to obtain a remission of what he already owed.
Such a diffeience seemed to admit of no compromise. There was, however,
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one course satisfactory to both sides, one course liy which it was possible to

relieve the finances lioth of ( hide and of Uengal ; anil that course wxs adopted.

It was simply this, that the I'lovemor-General and the Nabob Vizier should
join to rob a third party ; and the third party whom they determined to rob
was the parent of one oi the robbers.

The mother of the late Nabob, and his wife, who was the mother of the

present Nabob, were known as the Begums or Princesses of Uude. They
liad possessed great influence over .Sujah Dowlah, and had, at his death,

f)een left in possession of a splendid dotation. The domains of which they

received the rents and administered the government were of wide extent.

The treasure hoarded by the late Nabob, a treasure which was popularly

estimated at near three millions sterling, was in their hands. They continued

to occupy his favourite palace at Fyzabad, the Beautiful Dwelling ; while

Asaph-ui-Dowlah held his court in the stately Lucknow, which he had built

for himself on the shores of the Goomti, and had adorned with noble mosques
and colleges.

Asaph-ul-Dowlah had already extorted considerable sums from his mother.
She had at length appealed to the English ; and the English had interfered.

A solemn compact had been made, by which she consented to give her son
some pecuniary assistance, and he in his turn promised never to commit any
further invasion of her rights. This compact was formally guaranteed by
the government of Bengal. But times had changed ; money was wanted ;

and the power which had given the guarantee was not ashamed to instigate

the spoiler to excesses such that even he shrank from them.

It was necessary to find some pretext for a confiscation inconsistent, not

merely with plighted faith, not merely with the ordinary rules of humanity
and justice, but also with that great law of filial piety which, even in the

wildest tribes of savages, even in those more degraded communities which
wither under the influence of a corrupt half-civilization, retains a certain

authority over the human mind. A pretext wxs the last thing that Hastings
was likely to want. The insurrection at Benares had produced disturbances

in Oude. These disturbances it was convenient to impute to the Princesses.

Evidence for the imputation there was scarcely any ; unless reports wander-
ing from one mouth to another, and gaining something by every transmission,

may be called evidence. The accused were furnished with no charge ; they

were permitted to make no defence ; for the Governor-General wisely con-

sidered that, if he tried them, he might not be able to find a ground for

])lundering them. It was agreed between him and the Nabob \izier that

the noble ladies should, by a sweeping measure of confiscation, be stripp)ed

of their domains and treasures for the benefit of the Company, and that the

sums thus obtained should be accepted by the government of Bengal in satis-

f.iction of its claims on the government of Uude.
While Asaph-ul-Dowlah was at Chunar, he was completely subjugated

by the clear and commanding intellect of the English statesman. But when
they had separated, the \'izier bej^an to reflect with uneasiness on the en-

gagement into which he had entered. His mother and grandmother pro-

tested and implored. His heart, deeply corrupted by absolute power and
licentious pleasures, yet not naturally unfeeling, failed him in this crisi-s.

Even the English resident at Lucknow, though hitherto devoted to Hast-
ings, shrank from extreme measures. But the Governor-General was inex-

orable. He wrote to the resident in terms of the greatest severity, and
declare*! that, if the spoliation which had been agreed upon were not instantly

carrietl into effect, he would himself goto Lucknow, and do that from which
feebler minds recoil with dismay. The resident, thus menaced, waited on
his Highness, and insisted that the treaty of Chunar should be carrier! into

full and immediate effect. A.saph-ul-Dowlah yielded, making at the same



642 WARREN HASTINGS.

time a solemn protestation that he yielded to compulsion. The lands were
resumed ; but the treasure was not so easily obtained. It was necessary to

use violence. A body of the Company's troops marched to Fyzabad, and
forced the gates of the palace. The Princesses were confined to their own
apartments. But still they refused to submit. Some more stringent mode
of coercion was to be found. A mode was found of which, even at this dis-

tance of time, we cannot speak without .shame and sorrow.

There were at Fyzabad two ancient men, belonging to that unhappy class

which a practice, of immemorial antiquity in the East, has excluded from
the pleasures of love and from the hope of posterity. It has always been
held in Asiatic courts that beings thus estranged from sympathy with their

kind are those whom princes may most safely trust. Sujah Dowlah had
been of this opinion. He had given his entire confidence to the two eunuchs

;

and after his death they remained at the head of the household of his widow.
These two men were, by the orders of the British government, seized,

imprisoned, ironed, starved almost to death, in order to extort money from
the Princesses. After they had been two months in confinement, their health

gave way. They implored permission to take a little exercise in the garden
of their prison. The officer who was in charge of them stated that, if they

were allowed this indulgence, there was not the smallest chance of their

escaping, and that their irons really added nothing to the security of the

custody in which they were kept. He did not understand the plan of his

superiors. Their object in these inflictions was not security but torture
;

and ail mitigation was refused. Yet this was not the worst. It was resolved

by an English government that these two infirm old men should be delivered

to the tormentors. For that purpose they were removed to Lucknow.
What horrors their dungeon there witnessed can only be guessed. But there

remains on the records of Parliament, this letter, written by a British resi-

dent to a British soldier.

" Sir, the Nabob having determined to inflict corporal punishment upon
the prisoners under your guard, this is to desire that his officers, when they

shall come, may have free access to the prisoners, and be permitted to do
with them as they shall see proper."

While these barbarities were perpetrated at Lucknow, the Princesses were
still under duresse at Fyzabad. Food was allowed to enter their apartments
only in such scanty quantities that their female attendants were in danger of

perishing with hunger. Month after month this cruelty continued, till at

length, after twelve hundred thousand pounds had been wrung out of the

Prmcesses, Hastings began to think that he had really got to the bottom of

their revenue, and that no rigour could extort more. Then at length the

wretched men who were detained at Lucknow regained their liberty. When
their irons were knocked off^, and the doors of their prison opened, their

quivering lips, the tears which ran down their cheeks, and the thanksgivings
which they poured forth to the common Father of Mussulmans and Chris-

tians, melted even the stout hearts of the English warriors who stood by.

There is a man to whom the conduct of Hastings, through the whole of
these proceedings, appears not only excusable but laudable. There is a
man who tells us tliat he "must really be pardoned if he ventures to char-

acterize as something preeminently ridiculous and wicked, the sensibility

which would balance against the preservation of British India a little per-

sonal suffering, which was applied only so long as the sufferers refused to

deliver up a portion of that wealth, the whole of which their own and their

mistresses' treason had forfeited." We cannot, we must own, envy the
reverend biographer, either his singular notion of what constitutes preeminent
wickedness, or his equally singular perception of the preeminently ridicu-

lous. Is this the generosity of an English soldier ? Is this the charity of a



WARREN JIASTINGS. 643

Christian pnest ? Could neither of Mr Glci^'s professions teach him the

first rudiments of morality? Or is morality a "thing which maybe well

enough in sermons, but which has nothing to do with biography ?

But we must not forget to do justice to Sir Elijah Impcy's conduct on this

occasion. It was not indeed easy for him to intrude himself into a business

so entirely alien from all his official duties. But there was something inex-

pressibly alluring, we must suppose, in the peculiar rankness of the infamy

which was then to be got at Lucknow. He hurried thither as fas' as relays

of palanquin-bearers could carr>- him. A crowd of people came before liim

with athdavits against the Begums, ready drawn in their hands. Those

affidavits he did not read. Some of them, indeed, he could not read ; for

tliey were in the dialects of Northern India, and no interpreter was employed.*

He' administered the oath to the deponents, with all possible expedition,

and asked not a single question, not even whether they had perused the

statements to which they swore. This work perfomied, he got again into

his palanquin, and posted back to Calcutta, to be in time for the opening of

term. The cause was one which, by his own confession, lay altogether out

uf his jurisdiction. Under the charter of justice, he had no more right to

mquire into crimes committed by natives in Uude than the Lord President

of the Court of Session of Scotland to hold an assize at Exeter. He had

no right to try the Begums, nor did he pretend to try them. With what

object, then, did lie undertake so long a journey ? Evidently in order that

he might give, in an irregular manner, that sanction which in a regular

manner he could not give, to the crimes of tho,se who had recently hired

him ; and in order that a confused mass of testimony which he did not sift,

which he did not even read, might acquire an authority not properly belong-

ing to It, from the signature of the liighest judicial functionary in India.

The time was approaching, however, when he was to be stripped of that'

robe which has never, since the Revolution, been disgraced so foully as by

him. The state of India had for some time occupied'iuuch of the attention

of the British Parliament. Towards the close of tlie American war, two

committees of the Commons sat on Eastern affairs. In one Edmund Burke

took the lead. 1 he other was under the presidency of the able and versa-

tile Henry Dundas, then Lord Advocate of Scotland. Great as are the

changes which, during the last sixty years, have taken place in our Asiatic

dominions, the reports which those committees laid on the table of the

House will still be found most mteresting and instructive.

There was as yet no connection between the Company and either of the

great parties in the sute. The ministers had no motive to defend Indian

abuses. On the contrary, it was for their interest to show, if possible, that

the government and patronage of our Oriental empire might, with advantage,

be transferred to themselves. The votes tiierefore, which, in consequence

of the reports made by the two committees, were passed by the Commons,
breallied the spirit of stern and indignant justice. The severest epithets were

applieii to several of the measures of Hastings, capccially to the Kohilla war;

and it was resolved, on the motion of Mr Dundas, that the Company ought

to recall a Governor-General who hail brought such calamities on tlie Indian

j»eople, and such dishonour on the British name. An act was passed for

• This passage has bcrn slighlly altered. As it onRinally stood. Sir Elijah Impey was
described as ignorant of all the native languages iii which the depositions were drawn.

A writer who api>arently has had access to some private source of information has con-

tradicted this statement, and has asserted that Sir Elijah knew Persian and Bengalee.

Some of the depositions were certainly in Persian. Those therefore Sir Elijah might
have read if he had chosen to do so. But others were in the vemaciiiar dialects of Upper
India, with which it is not alleged that he had any acquaintance. Why the Bengalee is

mentioned it is not easy to guess. Bengalee at Lucknow would liave been as useless as

Portuguese in Swittrrland-
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limiting the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. The bargain which Hastings
had made with the Chief Justice was condemned in the strongest terms ; and
an address was presented to the King, praying that Impey might be ordered
home to answer for his misdeeds.

Impey was recalled by a letter from the Secretary of State. But the pro-
prietors of India Stock resolutely refused to dismiss Hastings from their

service, and passed a resolution affirming, what was undeniably true, that

. they were intnisted by law with the right of naming and removing their

Governor-General, and that they were not bound to obey the directions of

a single branch of the legislature with resy)ect to such nomination or removal.
Thus supported by his employers, Hastings remained at the head of the

government of Bengal till the spring of 1785. His administration, so event-

ful and stormy, closed in almost perfect quiet. In the Council there was
no regular opposition to his measures. Peace was restored to India. The
Mahratta war had ceased. Hyder was no more. A treaty had been con-
cluded with his son, Tippoo ; and the Camatic had been evacuated by the

armies of Mysore. Since the termination of the American war, England
had no European enemy or rival in the Eastern seas.

On a general review of the long administration of Hastings, it is impos-
sible to deny that, against the great crim.es by which it is blemished, we have
to set off great public services. England had passed through a perilous

crisis. She still, indeed, maintained her place in the foremost rank of Euro-
pean powers ; and the manner in which she had defended herself against

fearful odds had inspired. surrounding nations with a high opinion both of

her spirit and of her strength. Nevertheless, in every part of the world,

except one, she had been a loser. Not only had she been compelled to

acknowledge the independence of thirteen colonies peopled by her children,

and to conciliate the Irish by giving up the right of legislating for them
;

but, in the Mediterranean, in the Gulf of Mexico, on the coast of Africa, on
the continent of America, she had been compelled to cede the fruits of her

victories in former wars. Spain regained Minorca and Florida ; France
regained Senegal, Goree, and several West Indian Islands. The only

quarter of the world in which Britain had lost nothing was the quarter in

which her interests had been committed to the care of Hastings. In spite

of the utmost exertions both of European and Asiatic enemies, the power
of our country in the East had been greatly augmented. Benares was sub-

jected : the Nabob Vizier reduced to vassalage. That our influence had
been thus extended, nay, that Fort William and Fort St George had not

been occupied by hostile armies, was owing, if we may trust the general

voice of the English in India, to the skill and resolution of Hastings.

His internal administration, with all its blemishes, gives him a title to be
considered as one of the most remarkable men in our history. He dissolved

the double government. He transferred the direction of affairs to English
hands. Out of a frightful anarchy, he educed at least a rude and imperfect

order. The whole organization by which justice was dispensed, revenue
collected, peace maintained throughout a territory not inferior in population

to the dominions of Louis the Sixteenth or of the Emperor Joseph, was
formed and superintended by him. He boasted that every public office,

without exception, which existed when he left Bengal, was his creation. It

is quite true that this system, after all the improvements suggested by the

experience of sixty years, still needs improvement, and that it was at first

far more defective than it now is. But whoever seriously considers what it

is to construct from the beginning the whole of a machine so vast and com-
plex as a government will allow that what Hastings effected deserves high

admiration. To compare the most celebrated P^uropean ministers to him
seems to us as unjust as it would be to compare the best baker in London
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with Robinson Cnisoe, who, before he could btike n single loaf, had to
make his ploutjh and his harrow, his fences and his scarecrows, his sickle
and his l1ail, Ins mill and his oven.

The juNt fame of Hastings rises still higher, when we reflect that he was
not bred a statesman ; that he was sent from school to a counting house

;

and that he was employed during the pnme of his manhood as a commercial
agent, far from all intellectual society.

Nor must we forget that all, or almost all, to whom, when placed at the
head of affairs, he could apply for assistance, were persons who owed as
Httle as himself, or less than himself, to education. A minister in Europe
finds himself, on the first day on which he commences his functions, sur-
rounded by experienced pubhc servants, the depositaries of official tradi-
tions. Hastings had no such help. His own reflection, his own energy,
were to supply the place of all Downing Street and Somerset House.
Having had no facilities fur learning, he was forced to teach. He had first

to form himself, and then to form his instruments ; and this not in a single
department, but in all the departments of the administration.

It must be added that, while engaged in this most arduous task, he was
constantly trammelled by orders from home, and frequently borne down by
a majonly in council. The preser\ation of an Empire from a formidable
combination of foreign enemies, the construction of a government in all its

parts, were accomplished by him, while every ship brought out bales of
censure from his employers, and while the records of every consultation were
filled with acrimonious minutes by his colleagues. We believe that there
never was a public man whose temper was so severely tried ; not Marl-
borough, when thwarted by the Dutch Deputies ; not Wellington, when he
had to deal at once with the Portuguese Regency, the Spanish Juntas, and
Mr Percival. But the temper of Hastings was equal to almost any trial.

It was not sweet ; but it was calm. Quick and vigorous as his intellect was,
the patience with which he endured the most cruel vexations, till a remedy
could be found, resembled the patience of stupidity. He seems to have been
capable of resentment, bitter and long-enduring ; yet his resentment so
seldom hurried him into any blunder that it may be doubted whetlier what
appeared to be revenge was any thing but policy.

The effect of this singular equanimity was that he always had the full

command of all the resources of one of the most fertile minds that ever
existed. Accordingly no complication of perils and embarrassments could
perplex him. For every difficulty he had a contrivance ready ; and, what-
ever may be thought of the justice and humanity of some of his contrivances,
it is certain that they seldom failed to serve the purpose for which they were
designed. ,

Together with this extraordinary talent for devising expedients, Hastings
possessed, in a very high degree, another talent scarcely less necessary to a
man in his situation ; we mean the talent for conducting political contro-
versy. It is as necessary to an English statesman in the East that he shoulil
lie able to write, xs it is to a minister in this country that he should lie able
to speak. It is chiefly by the oratory of a public man here that the nation
judges of his powers. It is from the letters and reports of a public man in

India that the dispensers of patronage form their estimate of him. In' each
ca.se, the talent which receives peculiar encfiuragemciit is developed, per-
haps at the expanse of the other powers. In this country, we sometimes
hear men speak above their abilities. It is not very unusual to find gentle-
men in the Indian service who write alx)ve their abilities. The English
politician is a little too much of a debater ; the Indian politician a Imie too
much of an essayist.

Of the numerous servants of the Company who have distinguished ihem-
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selves as framers of minutes and despatches, Hastings stands at the head.
He was indeed the person who gave to the official writing of the Indian
governments the character which it still retains. He was matched against

no common antagonist. But even Francis was forced to acknowledge, with
sullen and resentful candour, that there was no contending against the pen
of Hastings. And, in truth, the Governor-General's power of making out
a case, of perplexing what it was inconvenient that people should under-
stand, and of settmg in the clearest point of view whatever would bear the

light, was incomparable. His style must be praised with some reservation.

It was in general forcible, pure, and polished ; but it was sometimes, though
not often, turgid, and, on one or two occasions, even bombastic. Perhaps
the fondness of Hastmgs for Persian literature may have tended to corrupt
his taste.

And, since we have referred to his literary tastes, it would be most unjust

not to praise the judicious encouragement which, as a ruler, he gave to liberal

studies and curious researches. His patronage was extended, with pradent
generosity, to voyages, travels, experiments, publications. He did little, it

is tnie, towards introducing into India the learning of the West. To make
the young natives of Bengal familiar with Milton and Adam .Smith, to sub-

stitute the geography, astronomy, and surgery of Europe for the dotages of

the Brahminical superstition, or for the imperfect science of ancient Greece
transfused through Arabian expositions, this was a scheme reserved to crown
the beneficent administration of a far more virtuous ruler. Still, it is im-
possible to refuse high commendation to a man who, taken from a ledger to

govern an empire, overwhelmed by public business, surrounded by people
as busy as himself, and separated by thousands of leagues from almost all

literary society, gave, both by his example and by his munificence, a great

impulse to learning. In Persian and Arabic literature he was deeply skilled.

With the Sanscrit he v/as not himself acquainted ; but those who first brought
that language to the knowledge of European students owed much to his

encouragement. It was under his protection that the Asiatic Society com-
menced its honourable career. That distinguished body selected him to be
its first president ; but, with excellent taste and feeling, he declined the

honour in favour of Sir William Jones. But the chief advantage which the

students of Oriental letters derived from his patronage remains to be men-
tioned. The Pundits of Bengal had always looked with great jealousy on

the attempts of foreigners to pry into those mysteries which were locked up
in the sacred dialect. Their religion had been persecuted by the Mahom-
medans. What they knew of the spirit of the Portuguese government might

warrant them in apprehending persecution from Christians. That appre-

hension, the wisdom and moderation of Hastings removed. He was the

first foreign ruler who succeeded in gaining the confidence of the hereditary

priests of India, and who induced them to lay open to English scholars the

secrets of the old Brahminical theology and jurisprudence.

It is indeed impossible to deny that, in the great art of inspiring large

masses of human beings with confidence and attachment, no ruler ever sur-

passed Hastings. If he had made himself popular with the English by
giving up the Bengalese to extortion and oppression, or if, on the other

hand, he had conciliated the Bengalese and alienated the English, there

would have been no cause for wonder. What is peculiar to him is that,

being the chief of a small band of strangers who exercised boundless power
over a great indigenous population, he made himself beloved both by the sub-

ject many and by the dominant few. The affection felt for him by the civil

sendee was singularly ardent and constant. Through all his disasters and

perils, his brethren stood by him with steadfast loyalty. The army, at the

same time, loved him as armies have seldom loved any but the greatest



WARREN HASTINGS. 647

chiefs who have led them to victory. Even in' his disputes with distin-

guished military men, he could always count on the support of the military

Erofession. While such was his empire over the hearts of his countrymen,
e enjoyed among the natives a popularity, such as other governors have

perhaps better mented, but such as no other governor has been able to
attam. He spoke their vernacular dialects with facility and precision. He
was intimately acquainted with their feelings and usages. On one or two
occasions, for great ends, he deliberately acted in defiance of their opinion ;

but on such occasions he gained more in their respect than he lost in their

love. In general, he carefully avoided all that could shock their national
or religious prejudices. His administration was indeed in many respects
faulty ; but the Kengalee standard of good government was iiot high.
Under the Nabobs, the hurricane of Mahratta cavaln,' had passed annually
over the rich alluvial plain. But even the Mahratta shrank from a conflict

with the mighty children of the sea ; and the immense rice-harvests of the
Lower Ganges were safely gathered in, under the protection of the finglish

sword. The fiist English conquerors had been more rapacious and merci-
less even than the Mahrattas ; but that generation had passed away. De-
fective as was the police, heavy as were the public burdens, it is probable
that the oldest man in Bengal could not recollect a season of equal security
and prosperity. For the first time within living memory, the province was
placed under a government strong enough to prevent others from lolibing,

and not indmed to play the robber itself. These things inspired good-will
At the same time, tlie constant success of Hastings and the mannerin which
he extricated himself from every difficulty made him an object of supersti-

tious admiration ; and the more than regal splendour which he sometimes
displayed dazzled a people who have much in common with children. Even
now, after the lapse of more than fifty years, the natives of India still talk

of him as the greatest of the English ; and nurses sing children to sleep
with a jingling ballad alx)ut the fleet horses and richly caparisoned elephants
of Sahib Warren Hostein.

The gravest ofifences of which Hastings was guilty did not aflfect his popu-
larity with the people of Bengal ; for those offences were committed against
neighbouring states. Those offences, as our readers must have perceived,
we are not disposed to vindicate

;
yet, in order that the censure may be

justly apportioned to the transgression, it is fit that the motive of the
criminal should be taken into consideration. The motive which prompted
the worst acts of Hastings was misdirected and ill-regulated public spirit.

The rules of justice, the sentiments of humanity, the plighted faith of

treaties, were in his view as nothing, when opposed to the immediate interest

of the state. This is no justification, according to the principles either of
morality, or of what we believe to be identical with morality, namely, far-

sighted policy. Nevertheless the common sense of mankind, which ii,

questions of this sort .seldom goes far wrong, will always recognise a dis-

tinction l)etween crimes which originate in an inordinate zeal for the com-
monwealth, and crimes which originate in selfish cupidity. To the benefit

of this distinction Hastings is fairly entitled. There is, we conceive, no
reason to suspect that the Rohilla war, the revolution of Benares, or the
spoliation of the Princesses of Oude, added a rupee to his fortune. We
will not affirm that, in all pecuniary dealings, he showed that punctilious
integrity, that dread of the faintest appearance of evil, which is now the
g!or>- of the Indian civil service. But when the school in which he had
been trainetl and the temptations to which he was exposed are considered,
we are more inclined to praise him for his general uprightness with respect
to money, than rigidly to blame him for a few transactions which would
now be called indelicate and irregular, but which even now would hardly
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be designated as corrupt. A rapacious man he certainly was not. Had
he been so, he would infallibly have returned to his country the richest sub-

ject in P^urope. We speak within compass, when we say that, without
applying any extraordinary pressure, he might easily have obtained from
the zemindars of the Company's provinces and from neighbouring princes,

m the course of thirteen years, more than three millions sterling, and might
have outshone the splendour of Carlton House and of the Palais Royal.

He brought home a fortune such as a Governor-General, fond of state,

and careless of thrift, might easily, during so long a tenure of office, save

out of his legal salary. Mrs Hastings, we are afraid, was less scrupulous.

It was generally believed that she accepted presents with great alacrity,

and that she thus formed, without the connivance of her husband, a private

hoard amounting to several lacs of rupees. We are the more inclined

to give credit to this story, because Mr Gleig, who cannot but have heard

it, does not, as far as we have observed, notice or contradict it.

The influence of Mrs Hastings over her husband was indeed such that

she might easily have obtained much larger sums than she was ever accused

of receiving. At length her health began to give way ; and the Governor-

General, much against his will, was compelled to send her to England. He
seems to have loved her with that love which is peculiar to men of strong

minds, to men whose affection is not easily won or v/idely diffused. The
talk of Calcutta ran for some time on the luxurious manner in which he
fitted up the round-house of an Indiaman for her accommodation, on the

profusion of sandal-wood and carved ivory which adorned her cabin, and
on the thousands of rupees which had been expended in order to procure

for her the society of an agreeable female companion during the voyage.

We may remark here that the letters of Hastings to his wife are exceedingly

characteristic. They are tender, and full of indications of esteem and con-

fidence ; but, at the same time, a little more ceremonious than is usual in

so intimate a relation. The solemn courtesy with which he compliments
"his elegant Marian" reminds us now and then of the dignified air with

which Sir Charles Grandison bowed over Miss Byron's hand in the cedai

parlour.

After some months Hastings prepared to follow his wife to England.

When it was announced that he was about to quit his office, the feeling of

the society which he had so long governed manifested itself by many signs.

Addresses poured in from Europeans and Asiatics, from civil functionaries,

soldiers, and traders. On the day on which he delivered up the keys of

office, a crowd of friends and admirers formed a lane to the quay where he
embarked. Several barges escorted him far down the river ; and some
attached friends refused to quit him till the low coast of Bengal was fading

from the view, and till the pilot was leaving the .ship.

Of his voyage little is known, except that he amused himself with books
and with his pen ; and that, among the compositions by which he beguiled

the tediousness of that long leisure, was a pleasing imitation of Horace's
Otiiini Divos ni^at. Tins little poem was inscribed to Mr Shore, afterwards

Lord Teignmouth, a man of whose integrity, humanity, and hcmour, it is

impossible to speak too highly ; but who, like some other excellent mem-
bers of the civil service, extended to the conduct of his friend Hastings an

indulgence of which his own conduct never stood in need.

The voyage was, for those times, very speedy. Hastings was little more
than four months on the sea. In June, 1785, he landed at Plymouth, posted

t(5 London, appeared at Court, paid his respects in Leadenhall Street, and

then retired with his wife to Cheltenham.
He was greatly pleased with his reception. The King treated him with

marked distinction. The Queen, who had already incurred much censure
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on account of the favour which, in spite of the ordinary severity of her

virtue, she had shown to the "elegant Marian," was not less gracious to

Hastings. The Directors received him in a solemn sitting ; and their chair-

man read to him a vote of thanks which they had passed without one dis-

sentient voice. "
I find myself," said Hastings, in a letter written about a

quarter of a year after his arrival in England, " I find myself every where,

and universally, treated with evidences, apparent even to my own obser-

vation, that I possess the good opinion of my countr)'."

The confident and exulting tone of his correspondence about this time is

the more remarkable, liecause he had already received ample notice of the

attack which was in preparation. Within a week after he landed at I'ly-

mouth, Burke gave notice in tlie House of Commons of a motion seriously

affecting a gentleman lately returned from India. The session, however,

was then so far advanced, that it was impossible to enter on so extensive

and important a subject.

Hastings, it is clear, was not sensible of the danger of his position.

Indeed that sagacity, that judgment, that readiness in devising expedients,

which had distinguished him in the East, seemed now to have forsaken him
;

not that his abilities were at all impaired ; not that he was not still the

same man who had triumphed over Francis and Nuncomar, who had made

the Chief Justice and the Nabob Vizier his tools, who had deposed Cheyte

Sing, and repelled Hyder AH. But an oak, as Mr Grattan finely said,

should not be transplanted at fifty. A man who, ha\-ing left f^ngland when

a boy. returns to it after thirty or forty years passed in India, will find, be

his talents what they may, that he has much both to learn and to unlearn

before he can take a place among English statesmen. The working of a

representative system, the war of parties, the arts of debate, the influence

of the press, are startling novelties to him. Surrounded on every side by

new machines and new tactics, he is as much bewildered as Hannibal would

have been at Waterloo, or Themistocles at Trafalgar. His very acuteness

deludes him. His very vigour causes him to stumble. The more correct

his maxims when applied to the state of society to which he is accustomed,

the more certain they are to lead him astray. This was strikingly the case

with Hastings. In India he had a bad hand ; but he was master of the

game, and he won ^very stake. In England he held excellent cards, if he

had known how to play them ; and it was chiefly by his own errors that

he was brought to the verge of ruin.

Of all his errors the most serious was perhaps the choice of a champion.

Clive, in similar circumstances, had made a singularly happy selection.

He put himself into the hands of Wedderburn, afterwards Lord Lough-

borough, one of the few great advocates who have also been great in the

House of Commons. To the defence of Clive, therefore, nothing was

wanting, neither learning nor knowledge of the world, neither forensic

acuteness nor that eloquence which charms political assemblies. Hastings

intrusted his interests to a very different person, a major in the Bengal

army, named Scott. This gentleman had been sent over from India some

time before as the agent of the Governor-General. It was rumoured that

his services were rewarded with Oriental munificence ; and we believe that

he received much more than Hastings could conveniently spare. The
major obtained a seat in Parliament, and was there regarded as the organ

of his employer. It was evidently impossible that a gentleman so situated

could speak with the authority which belongs to an independent position.

Nor had the agent of Hastings the talents necessary for obtaining the ear of

an assembly which, accustomed to listen to great orators, had naturally

iHicome fastidious. He was always on his legs ; he was very tedious ; and

he had only one topic, the merits and wrongs of Hastings. Every body
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who knows the House of Commons Nvill easily guess what followed. The
Major was soon considered as the greatest bore of his time. His exertions

were not confined to Parliament. There was hardly a day on which the

newspapers did not contain some puff upon Hastings signed Asiaticus or

Bengalensis, but known to be written by the indefatigable Scott ; and hardly

a month in which some bulky pamphlet on the same subject, and from the

same pen, did not pass to the trank-makers and the pastry-cooks. As to

this gentleman's capacity for conducting a dehcate question through Parlia-

ment, our readers will want no evidence beyond that which they will find

in letters preserved in these volumes. We will give a single specimen of

his temper and judgment. He designated the greatest man then hving as

"that reptile Mr Burke."
In spite, however, of this unfortunate choice, the general aspect of affairs

was favourable to Hastings. The King was on his side. The Company
and its servants were zealous in his cause. Among public men he had
many ardent friends. Such were Lord Mansfield, who had outlived the

vigour of his body, but not that of his mind ; and Lord Lansdowne, who,
though unconnected with any party, retained the importance which belongs

to great talents and knowledge. The ministers were generally believed to

be favourable to the late Governor- General. They owed their power to

the clamour which had been raised against Mr Fox's East India Bill. The
authors of that bill, when accused of invading vested rights, and of setting

up powers unknown to the constitution, had defended themselves by point-

ing to the crimes of Hastings, and by arguing that abuses so extraordinary

justified extraordinary measures. Those who, by opposing that bill, had
raised themselves to the head of affairs, would naturally be inclined to

extenuate the evils which had been made the plea for administering so

violent a remedy; and such, in fact, was their general disposition. The
Lord Chancellor Thurlow, in particular, whose great place and force of

intellect gave him a weight in the government inferior only to that of Mr
Pitt, espoused the cause of Hastings with indecorous violence. Mr Pitt,

though he had censured many parts of the Indian system, had studiously

abstained from saying a word against the late chief of the Indian govern-

ment. To Major Scott, indeed, the young minister had in private extolled

Hastings as a great, a wonderful man, who had the highest claims on the

government. Tliere was only one objection to granting all that so eminent

a servant of the public could ask. The resolution of censure still remained

on the Journals of the House of Commons. That resolution was, indeed,

unjust ; but, till it was rescinded, could the minister advise the King to

bestow any mark of approbation on the person censured ? If Major Scott

is to be trusted, Mr Pitt declared that this was the only reason which pre-

vented the government from conferring a peerage on the late Governor-

General. Mr Dundas was the only important member of the administra-

tion who was deeply committed to a different view of the subject. He had
moved the resolutions which created the difficulty ; but even from him little

was to be apprehended. Since he presided over the committee on Eastern

affairs, great changes had taken place. He was surrounded by new allies
;

he had fixed his hopes on new objects ; and whatever may have been his

good qualities,—and he had many,—flattery itself never reckoned rigid con-

sistency in the number.
From the ministry, therefore, Hastings had every reason to expect sup-

port ; and the ministr)' was very powerful. The Opposition was loud and

vehement against him. But the Opposition, though formidable from the

wealth and influence of some of its menibei"S, and from the admirable talents

and eloquence of others, was outnumbered in parliament, and odious through-

out the country. Nor, as far as we can judge, was the Opposition generally
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ilesiroiis to engnge in so serious an undertaking a$ the impeachment of an
Indian Governor. Such an impeachment must last for yean?. It must im-
pose on the chiefs of the party an immense load of lal>our. Vet it could
scarcely, ui any manner, atTect ihe event of the great ])oliticnI ^ame. The
followers of the coalition were therefore more inclined to revile Hastings
than to prosecute him. They lost no opportunity of coupling his name with
the names of the most hateful tyrants of whom history makes mention. The
wits of Brooks's aimed their keenest sarcasms both at his public and at his

domestic life. Some fine diamonds which he had presented, as it was
rumoured, to the royal family, and a certain richly carved ivory bed which
the t^ueen had done him the honour to accept from him, were favourite

subjects of ridicule. One lively poet proposed that the great acts of the fair

.Marian's present husband should be immortalized by tlie pencil of his pre-

decessor ; and that Imhoff should be employed to embellish the House of

Commons with paintings of the bleeding Rohillas, of Nuncomar swinging,

of Cheyte Sing letting himself down to the Ganges. Another, in an ex-

quisitely humorous parody of Virgil's third eclogue, propounded the question

what that mineral could be of which the rays had power to make the most
austere of prmcesses the friend of a wanton. A third described, with gay
malevolence, the gorgeous appearance of Mrs Hastings at St James's, the

galaxy of jewels, torn from Indian Begums, which adorned her head-dress,

her necklace gleammg with future votes, and the depending questions that

shone upon her ears. Satirical attacks of this description, and perhaps a

motion for a vote of censure, would have satisfied the great body of the

Opposition. But there were two men whose indignation was not to be so

appeased, Philip Francis and Edmund Burke.

Francis had recently entered the House of Commons, and had already

established a character there for industry and talent. He laboured indeed

under one most unfortunate defect, want of fluency. But he occasionally

expressed himself with a dignity and energy worthy of the greatest orators.

Before he had been many days in parliament, he incurred the bitter dislike

of Pitt, who constantly treated him with as much asperity as the laws of

debate would allow. Neither lapse of years nor change of scene had miti-

gated the enmities which Francis had brought back from the East. After

his usual fashion, he mistook his malevolence for virtue, nursed* it, as

preachers tell us that we ought to nurse our good dispositions, and paraded
it, on all occasions, with Pharisaical ostentation.

The zeal of Burke was still fiercer ; but it was far purer. Men unable to

understand the elevation of his mind have tried to find out some discredit-

able motive for the vehemence and pertinacity which he showed on this

occasion. But they have altogether failed. The idle story that he had
some private slight to revenge ha.s long been given up, even by the advo-

cates of Hastings. Mr Gleig supposes that Burke was actuated by party

.spirit, that he retained a bitter remembrance of the fall of the coalition, that

he attributed that fall to the exertions of the East India interest, asd that

he considered Hastings as the head and the representative of that interest.

This explanation seems to be sufliciently refuted by a reference to dates.

The hostility of Burke to Hastings commenced long before the coalition ;

and lasted long after Burke had become a strenuous supporter of those by
whom the coalition had been defeated. It began when Burke and F"ox,

closely allied together, were attacking the influence of the crown, and calU

ing for peace with the American republic. It continued till Burke, alien-

ated from Fox, and loaded with the favours of the crown, died, preaching

a crusade against the French republic. It seems absurd to attribute to the

events of 17S4 an enmity which began in 1781, and which retained undi-

minished force long after persons far more deeply implicated than Hastings
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in the events of 1 784 had been cordially forgiven. And why should we look

for any other explanation of Burke's conduct than that which we find on the

surface ? The plain truth is that Hastings had committed some great crimes,

and that the thought of those crimes made the blood of Burke boil in his

veins. For Burke was a man in whom compassion for suffering, and hatred

of injustice and tyranny, were as strong as in Las Casas or Clarkson. And
although in him, as in Las Casas and in Clarkson, these noble feelings

were alloyed with the infirmity which belongs to human nature, he is, like

them, entitled to this great praise, that he devoted years of intense labour

to the service of a people with whom he had neither blood nor language,

neither religion nor manners in common, and from whom no requital, no
thanks, no applause could be expected.

His knowledge of India was such as few even of those Europeans who
have passed many years in that country have attained, and such as cer-

tainly was never attained by any public man who had not quitted Europe.

He had studied the history, the laws, and the usages of the East with an

industry such as is seldom found united to so much genius and so much sen-

sibility. Others have perhaps been equally laborious, and have collected

an equal mass of materials. But the manner in which Burke brought his

higher powers of intellect to work on statements of facts, and on tables of

figures, was peculiar to himself. In every part of those huge bales of Indian

information which repelled almost all other readers, his mind, at once philo-

sophical and poetical, found something to instruct or to delight. His reason

analysed and digested those vast and shapeless masses ; his imagination ani-

mated and coloured them. Out of darkness, and dulness, and confusion, he
formed a multitude of ingenious theories and vivid pictures. He had, in the

highest degree, that noble faculty whereby man is able to live in the past and

in the future, in the distant and in the unreal. India and its inhabitants

were not to him, as to most Englishmen, mere names and abstractions, but a

real country and a real people. The burning sun, the strange vegetation of the

palm and the cocoa tree, the rice-field, the tank, the huge trees, older than the

Mogul empire; under which the village crowds assemble, the thatched roof of

the peasant's hut, the rich tracery of the mosque where the imaum prays with

his face to Mecca, the drums, and banners, and gaudy idols, the devotees

swinging in the air, the graceful maiden, with the pitcher on her head, de-

scending the steps to the river-side, the black faces, the long beards, the

yellow streaks of sect, the turbans and the flowing robes, the spears and the

silver maces, the elephants with their canopies of state, the gorgeous pal-

anquin of the prince, and the close litter of the noble lady, all tliose things

were to him as the objects amidst which his own life had been passed, as

the objects which lay on the road between Beaconsfield and St James's
Street. All India was present to the eye of his mind, from the halls where
suitors laid gold and perfumes at the feet of sovereigns to the wild moor
where the gipsy camp was pitched, from the bazars, humming like bee-hives

with the crowd of buyers and sellers, to the jungle where the lonely courier

shakes his bunch of iron rings to scare away the hyaenas. He had just as

lively an idea of the insurrection at Benares as of Lord George Gordon's
riots, and of the execution of Nuncomar as of the execution of Dr Dodd.
Oppression in Bengal was to him the same thing as oppression in the

streets of London.
He saw that Hastings had been guilty of some most unjustifiable acts. All

that followed was natural and necessary in a mind like Burke's. His imagina-

tion and his passions, once excited, hurried him beyond the bounds of jus-

tice and good sense. His reason, powerful as it was, became the slave of

feelings which it should have controlled. His indignation, virtuous in its

origin, acquired too much of the character of personal aversion. He could
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see no mitigating circumstance, no redeeming merit. His temper, which,

though generous ami atTcctionate, hail always Ijcen irritable, hail now been
niaiie almost savage by bodily infirmities and menial vexatious. Conscious

of great powers and great virtues, he found himself, in age and jioverty, a

mark for the hatred of a perfidious court and a deluded people. In Parlia-

ment his eloquence was out of date. A young generation, which knew him
not, had filled the House. Whenever he rose to speak, his voice wxs drowned
by the unseemly interruptions of lads who were in their cradles when his

orations on the Stamp Act called forth the applause of the great Earl of

Chatham. These things had produced on his proud and sensitive spirit ac
effect at which we cannot wonder. He could no longer discuss any question

with calmness, or make allowance for honest differences of opinion. Those
who think that he was more violent and acrimonious in debates about India

than on other occasions are ill informed respecting the last years of his life.

In the discussions on the Commercial Treaty with the Court of Versailles, on
the Regency, on the French Revolution, he showed even more virulence

than in conducting the impeachment. Indeed it may be remarked that the

very persons who called him a mischievous maniac, for condemning in burn-

ing words the Rohilla war and the spoliation of the Begums, exalted him
mto a prophet as soon as he began to declaim, with greater vehemence, and
not with greater reason, against the taking of the Bastile and the insults

offered to Marie Antoinette. To us he appears tw have been neither a

maniac in the former case, nor a prophet in the latter, but in both cases a

great and good man, led into extravagance by a tempestuous sensibility

which domineered over all his faculties.

It may be doubted whether the personal antipathy of francis, or the nobler

indignation of Burke, would have led their party to adopt extreme measures
against Hastings, if his own (induct had been judicious. He should have felt

that, great as his public services had been, he was not faultless ; and should

have been content to make his escape, without aspiring to the honours of a

triumph. He and his agent took a different view. They were impatient for

the rewards which, as they conceived, were deferred only till Burke's attack

should be over. They accordingly resolved to force on a decisive action,

with an enemy for whom, if they had been wise, they would have made a

bridge of gold. On the first day of the ses.^ion of 1 786, Major Scott reminded
Burke of the notice given in the preceding year, and asked whether it was
seriously intended to bring any charge against the late Governor-General.

This challenge left no course open to the Opposition, except to come forward

as accusers, or to acknowledge themselves calumniators. The administration

of Hastings had not been so blameless, nor was the great party of Fox and
North so feeble, that it could be prudent to venture on so bold a defiance.

The leaders of the Opposition instantly returned the only answer which they

could with honour return ; and the whole party was irrevocably pledged

to a prosecution.

Burke began his operations by applying for Papers. Some of the docu-

ments for which he asked were refused by the ministers, who, in the debate,

held language such as strongly confirmed the prevailing opinion, that they

intended to support Hastings. In April the charges were laid on the table.

They had been drawn by Burke w ith great ability, though in a form too much
resembling that of a pamphlet. Hastings was furnished with a copy of the

accusation ; and it was intimated to him that he might, if he thought fit, be

heard in his own defence at the bar of the Commons.
Here again Hastings was pursued by the same fatality which had attended

him ever since the day when he set foot on Fnglish ground. It seemed to

l)e decreed that this man, so politic and so successful in the P^ast, should

commit nothing but blunders in Europe. Any judicious adviser would have
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told him that the best thing which he could do would be to liiake an eloquent,
forcible, and affecting oration at the bar of the House ; but that, if he could
not trust himself to speak, and found it necessary to read, he ought to be as

concise as possible. Audiences accustomed to extemporaneous debating of

the highest excellence are always impatient of long written compositions.
Hastings, however, sat down as he would have done at the Government-
house in Bengal, and prepared a paper of nnmense length. That paper, if

recorded on the consultations of an Indian administration, would have been
justly praised as a very able minute. But it was now out of place. It fell

flat, as the best written defence must have fallen flat, on an assembly accus-

tomed to the animated and strenuous conflicts of Pitt and Fox. The mem-
bers, as soon as their curiosity about the face and demeanour of so eminent
a stranger was satisfied, walked away to dinner, and left Hastings to tell his

story till midnight to the clerks and the Sergeant-at-arrns.

All preliminary steps having been duly taken, Burke, in the beginning of

June, brought forward the charge relating to the Rohilla war. He acted
discreetly in placing this accusation in the van ; for Dundas had formerly
moved, and the House had adopted, a resolution condemning, in the most
severe terms, the policy followed by Hastings with regard to Rohilcund.
Dundas had little, or rather nothing, to say in defence of his own consist-

ency ; but he put a bold face on the matter, and opposed the motion. Among
other things, he declared that, though he still thought the Rohilla war un-

justifiable, he considered the services which Hastings had subsequently ren-

dered to the state as sufficient to atone even for so great an offence. Pitt did

not speak, but voted with Dundas ; and Hastings was absolved by a hun-
dred and nineteen votes against sixty-seven.

Hastings was now confident of victory. It seemed, indeed, that he had
reason to be so. The Rohilla war was, of all his measures, that which his

accusers might with greatest advantage assail. It had been condemned by
the Court of Directors. It had been condemned by the House of Commons.
It had been condemned by Mr Dundas, who had since become the chief

minister of the Crown for Indian affairs. Yet Burke, having chosen this

strong ground, had been completely defeated on it. That, having failed here,

he .should •succeed on any point, was generally thought impossible. It was
rumoured at the dubs and coffee-houses that one or perhaps two more charges

would be brought forward, that if, on those charges, the sense of the House
of Commons should be against impeachment, the Opposition would let the

matter drop, that Hastings would be immediately raised to the peerage, deco-

rated with the star of the Hath, sworn of the privy council, and invited to

lend the assistance of his talents and experience to the India board. Lord
Thurlow, indeed, some months before, had spoken with contempt of the

scruples which prevented Pitt from calling Hastings to the House of Lords
;

and had even said, that if the Chancellor of the Exchequer was afraid of the

Commons, there was nothing to prevent the Keeper of the Great Seal from
taking the royal pleasure about a patent of peerage. The very title was
chosen. Hastings was to be Lord Daylesford. For, through all changes

of scene and changes of fortune, remained unchanged his attachment to the

spot which had witnessed the greatness and the fall of his family, and which
had borne so great a part in the first dreams of his young ambition.

But in a very few days these fair prospects were overcast. On the thir-

teenth of June, Mr Fox brought forward, with great ability and eloquence,

the charge respecting the treatment of Cheyte Sing. Francis followed on

the same side. The friends of Hastings were in high spirits when Pitt

rose. With his usual abundance and felicity of language, the Minister

gave his opinion on the case. He maintained that the Governor-General

was justified in calling on the Rajah of Benares for pecuniary assistance,
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.md in imposing a tine when that assistance was, contumaciously withheld.

He also thought that the conduct of the Governor-General during the

insurrection had been distinguished by ability and presence of mind. He
censured, with great bitterness, the conduct of Francis, both in India and

m Parliament, as most dishonest and malignant. The necessary inference

from Pitt's arguments seemed to be that Hastings ought to be honourably

acquitted ; and both the friends and the opponents of the Minister e.xpected

from him a declaration to that effect. To the astonishment of all parties,

he concluded by saying that, though he thought it right in Hastings to fine

Cheyte Smg for contumacy, yet the amount of the fine was too great for

the occasion. On this ground, and on this ground alone, did Mr Pitt,

applauding every other part of the conduct of Hastings with regard to

Benares, declare that he should vote in favour of Mr Fox's motion.

The House was thunderstruck ; and it well might be so. For the wrong

done to Cheyte Sing, even had it been as flagitious as Fox and Francis

contended, was a trifle when compared with the horrors which had been

inflicted on Rohilcund. But if Mr Pitt's view of the case of Cheyte Sing

were correct, there was no ground for an impeachment, or even for a vote

of censure. If the offence of Hastings was really no more than this, that,

having a right to impose a mulct, the amount of which mulct was not

defined, but was left to be settled by his discretion, he had, not for his own
advantage, but for that of the state, demanded too much, was this an

offence which required a criminal proceeding of the highest solemnity, a

crimmal proceeding, to which, during sixty years, no public functionary had

been subjected ? We can see, we think, in what way a man of sense and

integrity might have t>een induced to take any course respecting Hastings,

except the course which Mr Pitt took. Such a man might have thought

a great example necessary, for the preventing of injustice, and for the

vindicating of the national honour, and might, on that ground, have voted

for impeachment both on the Rohilla charge, and on the Benares charge.

Such a man might have thought that the offences of Hastings had been

atoned for by great services, and might, on that ground, have voted against

the impeachment, on both charges. \\'ith great diffidence, we give it as

our opinion that the most correct course would, on the whole, have been to

impeach on the Rohilla charge, and to acquit on the Benares charge. Had
the Benares charge appeared to us in the same light in which it appeared

to Mr Pitt, we should, without hesitation, have voted for acquittal on that

charge. The one course which it is inconceivable that any man of a tenth

part of Mr Pitt's abilities can have honestly taken was the course which he

took. He acquitted Hastings on the Rohilla charge. He softened down
the Benares charge till it liecame no charge at all ; and then he pronounced

that it contained matter for impeachment.

Nor must it be forgotten that the principal reason assigned by the minis-

try for not impeaching Hastings on account of the Rohilla war was this,

that the delinquencies of the early part of his administration had been

atoned for by the excellence of the later part. Was it not most extraordi-

nary that men who had held this language could afterwards vote that the

later part of his administration furnished matter for no less than twenty

articles of impeachment ? They first represented the conduct of Hastings

in 1780 and 1781 as so highly meritorious that, like works of supereroga-

tion in the Catholic theology, it ought to be efficacious for the cancelling of

former offences ; and they then prosecuted him for his conduct in 1 780 and

1781.

The general astonishment was the greater, because, only twenty-four

hours before, the members on whom the minister could depend had received

the usual notes firom the Treasury, begging them to be in their places and
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to vote against Mr Fox's motion. It was asserted by Mr Hastings that,

early on the morning of the very day on which the debate took place,

Dundas called on Pitt, woke him, and was closeted with him many hours.

The result of this conference was a determination to give up the late

Governor-General to the vengeance of the Opposition.. It was impossible

even for the most powerful minister to carry all his followers with him in

so strange a course. Several persons high in office, the Attorney-General,

Mr Glenville, and Lord Mulgrave, divided against Mr Pitt. But the

devoted adherents who stood by the head of the government without asking

questions, were sufficiently numerous to turn the scale. A hundred and
nineteen members voted for Mr Fox's motion ; seventy-nine against it.

Dundas silently followed Pitt.

That good and great man, the late William Wilberforce, often related

the events of this remarkable night. He described the amazement of the

House, and the bitter reflections which were muttered against the Prime
Minister by some of the habitual supporters of government. Pitt himself

appeared to feel that his conduct required some explanation. He left the

treasury bench, sat for some time next to Mr Wilberforce, and very earnestly

declared that he had found it impossible, as a man of conscience, to stand

any longer by Hastings. The business, he said, was too bad. Mr
Wilberforce, we are bound to add, fully believed that his friend was sincere,

and that the suspicions to which this mysterious affair gave rise were alto-

gether unfounded.

Those suspicions, indeed, were such as it is painful to mention. The
friends of Hastings, most of whom, it is to be observed, generally sup-

ported the administration, affirmed that the motive of Pitt and Dundas was
jealousy. Hastings was personally a favourite with the king. He was the

idol of the East India Company and of its servants. If he were absolved

by the Commons, seated among the Lords, admitted to the Board of Con-
trol, closely allied with the strong-minded and imperious Thurlow, was it

not almost certain that he would soon draw to himself the entire manage-
ment of Eastern affairs ? Was it not possible that he might become a

formidable rival in the cabinet ? It had probably got abroad that very

singular communications had taken place between Thurlow and Major
Scott, and that, if the First Lord of the Treasury was afraid to recommend
Hastings for a peerage, the Chancellor was ready to take the responsiljility

of that step on himself. Of all ministers, Pitt was the least likely to

submit with patience to such an encroachment on his functions. If the

Commons impeached Hastings, all danger was at an end. The proceed-

ing, however it might temiinate, would probably last some years. In the

mean time, the accused person would be excluded from honours and public

employments, and could scarcely venture even to pay his duty at court.

Such were the motives attributed by a great part of the public to the young
minister, whose niling passion was generally believed to be avarice of power.
The prorogation soon interrupted the discussions respecting Hastings.

In the following year, those discussions were resumed. The charge touch-

ing the spoliation of the Begums was brought forward by Sheridan, in a

speech which was so imperfectly reported that it may be said to be wholly

lost, but which was, without doubt, the most elaborately brilliant of all the

productions of his ingenious mind. The impression which it produced was
such as has never been equalled. He sat down, not merely amidst cheer-

ing, but amidst the loud clapping of hands, in which the Lords below the

bar and the strangers in the gallery joined. The excitement of the House
was such that no other speaker could obtain a hearing ; and the debate was
adjourned. The ferment spread fast through the towTi. Within four and

twenty hours, Sheridan was offereci a thousand pounds for the copyright oi
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the speech, if he would himself correct it for the press. The impression

made by this remarkable display of eloqvience on severe and experienceil

critics, whose discemment may be supposed to have been quickened by

emulation, was deep and permanent. Mr WjTidham, twenty years later,

said that the speech deserved all its fame, and was, in spite of some faults

of taste, such as were seldom wanting either m the literary or in the

parliamentary performances of Sheridan, the finest that had been delivered

within the memory of man. Mr Fox, about the same time, being asked

bv the late Lord Holland what was the best speech ever made in the

House of Common.s, assigned the first place, without hesitation, to the

great oration of Sheridan on the Oude charge.

When the debate was resumed, the tide ran so strongly against the accused

that his friends were coughed and scraped down. Pitt declared himself for

Sheridan's motion ; and the question was carried by a hundred and seventy-

five votes against sixty- eight.

The Opjiosilion, flushed with victory and strongly supported by the pub-

lic sympathy, proceeded to bring forward a succession of charges relating

chieHy to pecuniary transactions. The friends of Hastings were discouraged,

and, having now no hope of being able to avert an impeachment, were nut

very strenuous in their exertions. At length the House, having agreed to

twenty articles of charge, directed Burke to go before the Lords, and to

impeach the late Governor-General of High Crimes and Misdemeanours.

Hastings was at the same time arrested by the Sergeant-at-arms, and carried

to the bar of the Peers.

The session was now within ten days of its close. It was, therefore, im-

(lossible that any progress could be made in the trial till the next year.

Hastings was admitted to bail; and further proceedings were postponed

till the Houses should re-assemble.

When Parliament met in the following winter, the Commons proceeded

to elect a committee for managing the impeachment. P.urke stood at the

head ; and with him were associated most of tlie leading members of the

Opposition. Hut when the name of Francis was read a fierce contention

arose. It was said that Francis and Hastings were notoriously on bad

terms, that they had been at feud during many years, that on one occasion

their mutual aversion had impelled them to seek each other's lives, and that

it would be improper and indelicate to select a private enemy to be a public

accuser. It was urged on the other side with great force, particularly by

Mr Windham, that impartiality, though the first duty of a judge, had never

been reckoned among the qualities of an advocate ; that in the ordinary

administration of criminal justice among the English, the aggrieved party,

the very last person who ought to be admitted into the jury-box, is the pro-

secutor ; that what was wanted in a manager was, not that he should be

free from bias, but that he should be able, well informed, energetic, and

active. The ability and information of Francis were admitted ; and the

very animosity with which he was reproached, whether a virtue or a vice,

was at least a pledge for his energy and activity. It seems difficult to re-

fute these arguments. But the inveterate hatred borne by Francis to Hast-

ings had excited general disgust. The House decided that Francis should

not be a manager. Pitt voted with the majority, Dundas with the minority.

In the mean time, the preparations for the trial had proceeded rapidly ;

and on the thirteenth of February, 1 788, the sittings of the Court com-

menced. There have been spectacles more da2zling to the eye, more gor-

geous with jewellery and cloth of gold, more attractive to grown-up children,

than that which was then exhibited at Westminster ; but, perhaps, there

never was a spectacle so well calculated to strike a highly cultivated, a

reflecting, an imaginative mind. All the various kinds of interest which
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belong to the near and to the distant, to the present and to the past, were
collected on one spot, and in one hour. All the talents and all the accom-
plisliments whiph are developed by liberty and civilisation were now dis-

played, with every advantage that could be derived both from co-operation

and from contrast. Every step in the proceedings carried the mind either

backward, through many troubled centuries, to the days when the founda-

tions of our constitution were laid ; or far away, over boundless seas and
deserts, to dusky nations living under strange stars, worshipping strange

gods, and writmg strange characters from right to left. The High Court of

Parliament was to sit, accordmg to forms handed down from the days of the

Plantagenels, on an Englishman accused of exercising tyranny over the lord

of the holy city of Benares, and over the ladies of the princely house of Oude.

The place was worthy of such a tnal. It was the great hall of William

Rufus, the hall which had resounded with acclamations at the inauguration

of thirty kings, the hall which had witnessed the just sentence of Bacon and

the just absolution of Somers, the hall where the eloquence of Strafford had
for a moment awed and melted a victorious party inflamed with just resent-

ment, the hall where Charles had confronted the High Court of Justice with

the placid courage which has half redeemed his fame. Neither military nor

civil pomp was wanting. The avenues were lined with grenadiers. The
streets were kept clear by cavalry. The peers, robed in gold and ermine,

were marshalled by the heralds under Garter King-at-arms. The judges in

their vestments of state attended to give advice on points of law. Near a

hundred and seventy lords, three fourths of the Upper House as the Upper
House then was, walked in solemn order from their usual place of assem-

bling to the tribunal. The junior baron present led the way, George Eliott,

Lord Heathfield, recently ennobled for his memorable defence of Gibraltar

against the fleets and armies of France and Spain. The long procession was
closed by the Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal of the realm, by the great

dignitaries, and by the brothers and sons of the King. Last of all came the

Prince of Wales, conspicuous by his fine person and noble bearing. The
grey old walls were hung with scarlet. The long galleries were crowded
by an audience such as has rarely excited the fears or the emulation of an

orator. There were gathered together, from all parts of a great, free, en-

lightened, and prosperous empire, grace and female loveliness, wit and
learning, the representatives of every science and of eveiy art. There were
seated round the Queen the fair-haired young daughters of the house of

Brunswick. There the Ambassadors of great Kings and Commonwealths
gazed with admiration on a spectacle which no other country in the world

could present. There Siddons, in the prime of her majestic beauty, looked

with emotion on a scene surpassing all the imitations of the stage. There
the historian of the Roman Empire thought of the days when Cicero pleaded

the cause of Sicily against Verres, and when, before a senate which still

retained some show of freedom, Tacitus thundered against the oppressor of

Africa. There were seen, side by side, the grc \test painter and the greatest

scholar of the age. The spectacle had alluretl Reynolds from that easel

which has preserved to us the thoughtful foreheads of so many writers and
statesmen, and the sweet smiles of so many noble matrons. It had induced

Parr to suspend his labours in that dark and profound mind from which he

had extracted a vast treasure of erudition, a treasure too often buried in the

earth, too often paraded with injudicious and inelegant ostentation, but still

precious, massive, and splendid. There appeared the voluptuous charms
of her to whom the heir of the throne had in secret plighted his faith. There
too was she, the beautiful mother of a beautiful race, the Saint Cecilia whose
delicate features, lighted up by love and mu.sic, art has rescued from the

common decay. There were the members of that brilliant society which



WARREN HASTINGS. . 659

quoted, criticized, and exchanged repartees, under the rich peacock-hangings
of Mrs Montague. And there the ladies whose lips, more i^ersuasive than
those of Fox himself, had carried the Westminster election^against palace

and treasury, shone round Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire.

The Sergeants made proclamation. Hastings advanced to the bar, and
bent his knee. The culprit was indeed not unworthy of that great presence.

He had ruled an extensive and populous countr)', and made laws and treaties,

had sent forth armies, had set up and pulled down princes. And in his

high place he had so borne himself, that all had feared him, that most had
loved him, and that hatred itself could deny him no title to glory, except
virtue. He looked like a great man, and not like a had man. A person
small and emaciated, yet deriving dignity from a carriage which, while it

indicated deference to the court, indicated also habitual seif-possession and
^elf-respect, a high and intellectual forehead, a brow pensive, but not gloomy,
a mouth of inflexible decision, a face pale and worn, but serene, on which
was written, as legibly as under the picture in the councU-chamber at Cal-

cutta, Mens aqua tn arduis ; such was the aspect with which the gieat

proconsul presented himself to his judges.

His counsel accompanied him, men all of whom were afterwards raised

by their talents and learning to the highest posts in their profession, the bold
and strong-minded Law, afterwards Chief Justice of the King's Bench ; the

more hum.ane and eloquent Dallas, afterwards Chief Justice of the Common
Pleas ; and Plomer who, near twenty years later, successfully conducted in

the same high court the defence of Lord Melville, and subsequently became
Vice-chancellor and Master of the Rolls.

But neither the culprit nor his advocates attracted so much notice as the

accusers. In the midst of the blaze of red drapery, a space had been fitted

up with green benches, and tables for the Commons. The managers, with
Burke at their head, appeared in full dress. The collectors of gossip did not
fail to remark that even Fox, generally so regardless of his appearance, had
paid to the illustrious tribunal the compliment of wearing a bag and sword.
Pitt had refused to be one of the conductors of the impeachment ; and his

commanding, copious, and sonorous eloquence was wanting to that great

muster of various talents. Age and blindness had unfitted Lord North for

the duties ot a public prosecutor ; and his friends were left without the help

of his excellent sense, his tact, and his urbanity. But, in spite of the absence
of these two distinguished members of the Lower House, the box in which
the managers stood contained an array of speakers such as perhaps had not

appeared together since the great age of Athenian eloquence. There were
Fox and Sheridan, the English Demosthenes and the English Hyperides.
There was Burke, ignorant, indeed, or negligent of the art of adapting his

reasonings and his style to tlie capacity and taste of his hearers, but in

amplitude of comprehension and richness of imagination superior to every

orator, ancient or modem. There, with eyes reverentially fixed on Burke,
appeared the finest gentleman of the age, his form developed by every manly
exercise, his face beaming with intelligence and spirit, the ingenious, the

chivalrous, the high-souled Windham. Nor, though surrounded by such

men, did the youngest manager pass unnoticed. At an age when most of

those who distinguished thifmselves in life are still contending for prizes and
fellowships at college, he had won for himself a conspicuous place in parlia-

ment. No advantage of fortune or connection was wanting that couid set

off to the height his splendid talents and his unblemished honour. At twenty-

three he had been thought worthy to be ranked with the veteran statesmen

who apjjeared as the delegates of the British Commons, at the bar of the

British nobility. All who stood at that bar, save him alone, are gone, culprit,

advocates, accusers. To the generation which is now in the vigour of life.
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he is the sole representative of a great age which has passed away. But
those who, within the last ten years, have listened with delight, till the
morning sun shone on the tapestries of the House of Lords, to tlie lofty and
animated eloquence of Charles Earl Grey, are able to form some estimate of

the powers of a race of men among whom he was not the foremost.
The charges and the answers of Hastings were first read. The ceremony

occupied two whole days, and was rendered less tedious than it would other-
wise have been by the silver voice and just emphasis of Cowper, the clerk of
the court, a near relation of the am.iable poet. On the third day Burke rose.

Four sittings were occupied by his opening speech, which was intended to

be a general introduction to all the ciiarges. With an exuberance of thought
and a splendour of diction which more than satisfied the highly-raised expec-
tation of the audience, he described the character and institutions of the
natives of India, recounted the circumstances in which the Asiatic empire of

Britain had originated, and set forth the constitution of the Company and of
the English Presidencies. Havmg thus attempted to communicate to his

hearers an idea of Eastern society, as vivid as that which existed in his own
mind, he proceeded to arraign the administration of Hastings as systema-
tically conducted in defiance of morality and public law. The energy and
pathos of the great orator extorted expressions of unwonted admiration from
the stern and hostile Chancellor, and, for a moment, seemed to pierce even
the resolute heart of the defendant. The ladies in the galleries, unaccus-
tomed to such displays of eloquence, excited by the solemnity of the occa.sion,

and perhaps not unwilling to display their taste and sensibility, were in a

state of uncontrollable emotion. Handkerchiefs were pulled out ; smelling-

bottles were handed round ; hysterical sobs and screams were heard ; and
Mrs Sheridan was carried out in a fit. At length the orator concluded.
Raising his voice till the old arches of Irish oak resounded, "Therefore,"
said he, ."hath it with all confidence been ordered by the Commons of Great
Britain, that I impeach Warren Hastings of high crimes and misdemeanours.
I impeach him in the name of the Commons' House of Parliament, whose
trust he has betrayed. I impeach him in the name of the English nation,

whose ancient honour he has sullied. I impeach him in the name of the
people of India, whose rights he has trodden under foot, and whose country
he has turned into a desert. Lastly, in the name of human nature itself, in

the name of both sexes, in the name of eveiy age, in the name of every
rank, I impeach the common enemy and oppressor of all !

"

When the deep murmur of various emotions had subsided, Mr Fox rose
fo address the Lords respecting the course of proceeding to be followed.
The wish of the accusers was that the Court would bring to a close the
investigation of the first charge before the second was opened. The wish of

Hastings and of his counsel was that the managers should open all the
charges, and produce all the evidence for the prosecution, before the defence
began. The Lords retired to their own House to consider the question.
The Chancellor took the side of Hastings. Lord Loughborough, who was
now in opposition, supported the demand of the managers. The division

showed wliich way the inclination of the tribunal leaned. A majority of near
three to one decided in favour of the course for which Hastings contended.
When the Court sat again, Mr Fox, assisted by Mr Grey, opened the

charge respecting Cheyte Sing, and several days were spent in reading
papers and hearing witnesses. The next article was that relating to the

Princesses of Oude. The conduct of this part of the case was intnisted to

Sheridan. The curiosity of the jjublic to hear him was unbounded. His
sparkling and highly finished declamation lasted two days ; but the Hall was
crowded to suffocation during the whole time. It was said that fifty guineas
had been paid for a single ticket. Sheridan, when he concluded, contrived.
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with a knowledge of stage-effect which his father might have envied, to sink

back, as if exhausted, into the arms of Burke, wlio hugged him with the

energy of generous admiration.

June was now far advanced. The session couki not last much longer

;

and the progress which had been made in the impeachment was not very

satisfactory. There were twenty charges. On two only of these had even

the case for the prosecution been heard ; and it was now a year since Hast-

ings had been admitted to bail.

The interest taken by the public in the trial was great when the Coun
began to sit, and rose to the height when Sheridan spoke on the charge re-

lating to the Begums. From that time the excitement went down fast. The
spectacle had lost the attraction of novelty. The great displays of rhetoric

were over. What was behind was not of a nature to entice men of letters

from their lx)oks in the morning, or to tempt ladies who had left the mas-

querade at two to be out of bed before eight. There remained examinations

and cross-examinations. There remained statements of accounts. There

remained the reading of papers, filled with words unmtelligible to English

ears, with lacs and crores, zemindars and aumils, sunnuds and perwannahs,

jaghires and nuzzurs. There remained bickerings, not always carried on

with the best taste or with the best temper, between the managers of the

impeachment and the counsel for the defence, particularly between Mr Burke

and Mr Law. There remained the endless marches and counter-marches

of the Peers between their House and the Hall : for as often as a point of

law was to be discussed, their Lordships retired to discuss it apart ; and

the consequence was, as a peer wittily said, that the Judges walked and the

trial stood still.

It is to be added that, in the spring of 1788 when the trial commenced,

no important question, either of domestic or foreign policy, excited the public

mind. The proceeding in Westminster Hal!, therefore, naturally attracted

most of the attention of Parliament and of the public. It was the one great

event of that season. But in the following year the King's illness, the de-

bates on the Regency, the expectation of a change of Ministry, completely

diverted public attention from Indian affairs ; and within a fortnight after

George the Third had returned thanks in St Paul's for his recovery, the

States-General of France met at Versailles. In the midst of the agitation

produced by these events, the impeachment was for a time almost forgotten.

The trial in the Hall went on languidly. In the session of 1788, when

the proceedings had the interest of novelty, and when the Peers had little

other business before them, only thirty-five days were given to the impeach-

menu In 1789, the Regency Bill occupied the Upper House till the session

was far advanced. When the King recovered the circuits were beginning.

The judges left town ; the Lords waited for the return of the oracles of

jurisprudence ; and the consequence was that during the whole year only

seventeen days were given to the case of Hastings. It was clear that the

matter would be protracted to a length unprecedented in the annals of

criminal law.

In truth, it is impossible to deny that impeachment, though it is a fine

ceremony, and though it may have been useful in the seventeenth century,

is not a proceeding from which much good can now be expected. What-

ever confidence may be placed in the decisions of the Peers on an appeal

arising out of ordinary litigation, it is certain that no man has the least con-

fidence in their impartiality, when a great public functionary, charged with

a great state crime, is brought to their bar. They are all politicians. There

is hardly one among them whose vote on an impeachment may not be con-

fidently predicted before a witness has been examined ; and, even if it were

possible to rely on their justice, they would still be quite unfit to try such a
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cause as that of Hastings. They sit only during half the year. They have
to transact much legislative and much judicial business. The law-lords,

whose advice is required to guide the unlearned majority, are employed
daily in administering justice elsewhere. It is impossible, therefore, that

during a busy session, the Upper House should give more than a few days
to an impeachment. To expect that their Lordships would give up par-

tridge-shooting, in order to bring the greatest delinquent to speedy justice,

or to relieve accused innocence by speedy acquittal. Would be unreasonable
indeed. A well-constituted tribunal, sitting regularly six days in the week, and
nine hours in the day, would have brought the trial of Hastings to a close in

less than three months. The Lords had not finished their work in seven years.

The result ceased to be matter of doubt, from the time when the Lords
resolved that they would be guided by tlie rules of evidence which are re

ceived in the inferior courts of the realm. Those mles, it is well known,
exclude much information which would be quite sufficient to detemiine the

conduct of any reasonable man, in the most important transactions of private

life. Those rules, at every assifes, save scores of culprits whom judges,

jur}', and spectators, firmly believe to be guilty. But when those rules were
- rigidly applied to offences committed many years before, at the distance of

many tliousand miles, conviction was, of course, out of the question. We
do not blame the accused and his counsel for availing themselves of every
legal advantage in order to obtain an acquittal. But it is clear that an acquittal

so obtained cannot be pleaded in bar of the judgment of history.

Several attempts were made by the friends of Hastings to put a stop to

the trial. In 1789 they proposed a vote of censure upon Burke, for some
violent language which he had used respecting the death of Nuncomar and
the connection between Hastings and Impey. Burke was then unpopular
in the last degree both with the House and with the country. The asperity

and indecency of some expressions which he had used during the debates
on the Regency had annoyed even his warmest friends. The vote of cen-

sure was carried ; and those who had moved it hoped that the managers
would resign in disgust. Burke was deeply hurt. But his zeal for what he con-
sidered as the cause of justice and mercy triumphed over his personal feelings.

He received the censure of the House with dignify and meekness, and de-
clared that no personal mortification or humiliation should induce him to

flinch from the sacred duty which he had undertaken.
In the following year the Parliament was dissolved, and the friends of

Hastings entertained a hope that the new House of Commons might not
be disposed to go on with the impeachment. They began by maintaining
that the whole proceeding was terminated by the dissolution. Defeated on
this point, they made a direct motion that the impeachment should be
dropped ; but they were defeated by the combined forces of the Govern-
ment and the Opposition. It was, however, resolved that, for the sake of
expedition, many of the articles should be withdrawn. In tnith, had not
some such measure been adopted, the trial would have lasted till the de-
fendant was in his grave.

At length, in the spring of 1795, the decision was pronounced, near eight

years after Hastings had been brought by the Sergeant-at-arms of the Com-
mons to the bar of the Lords. On the last day of this great procedure the

public curiosity, long suspended, seemed to be revived. Anxiety about the

judgment there could be none ; for it had been fully ascertained that there

was a great m.ajority for the defendant. Nevertheless many wished to see

the pageant, and the Hall was as much crowded as on the first day. But
those who, having been present on the first day, now bore a part in the pro-
ceedings of the last, were few ; and most of those few" were altered men.
As Hastings himself said, the arraignment had taken place before one
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generation, and the judgment was pronounced by {mother. The spvectator

could not look at the woolsack, or at the red benches of the Peers, or at the

green benches of the Commons, without seeing something that reminded

him of the mstahility of all human things, of the instability of power and

fame and life, of the more lamentable instability of friendship. The great

seal was bonie l>efore Lord Loughborough who, when the trial com-

menced, was a fiercP opponent of Mr Pitt's government, and who was
now a member of that government, while thurlow, who presided in

the court when it first sat, estranged from all his old allies, sat scowling

among the junior barons. Of about a hundred and sixty nobles who
walked in the procession on the first day, sixty ^d been laid in their

family vaults. Still more affecting must have been the sight of the managers'

box. What had become of that fair fellowship, so closely bound together

by public and private ties, so resplendent with every talent and accomplish-

ment.' It had been scattered by calamities more bitter than the bitterness

of death. The great chiefs were still living, and still in the full vigour of

their genius. But their friendship was at an end. It had been violently

and publicly dissolved, with tears and stormy reproaches. If those men,

once so dear to each other, were now compelled to meet for the purpose of*

managing the impeachment, they met as strangers whom public business

had brought together, and behaved to each other with cold and distant

civility. Burke had in his vortex whirled away Windham. Fox had been

followed by Sheridan and Grey. ^
Only twenty-nine Peers voted. Of these only six found Hastings guilty

on the charges relating to Cheyte Sing and to the Beguim. On other

charges, the majonty in his favour was still greater. On some, he was

unanimously absolved. He was then called to the bar, was informed from

the woolsack that the Lords had acquitted him, and was solemnly discharged.

He bowed respectfully and retired.

We have said that the decision had been fully expected. It was also

generally approved. At the commencement of the trial there had been a

strong and indeed unreasonable feeling against Hastings. At the close of

the trial there was a feeling equally strong and equally unreasonable in his

favour. One cause of the change was, no doubt, what is commonly called

the fickleness of the multitude, but what seems to us to be merely the general

law of human nature. Both in individuals and in masses violent excitement

is always followed by remission, and often by reaction. We are all inclined

to depreciate whatever we have overpraised, and, on the other hand, to show
undue indulgence where we have shown undue rigour. It was thus in the

case of Hastings. The length of his trial, moreover, made him an object of

compassion. It was thought, and not without reason, that, even if he was

guilty, he wxs still an ill-used man, and that an impeachment of eight years

was more than a sufficient punishment. It was also felt that, though, in the

ordinary course of criminal law, a defendant i> not allowed to set off his

goo<l actions against his crimes, a great political cause shouUl be tried on

different principles, and that a man who had govemeil an empire during

thirteen years might have done some very reprehensible things, and yet

might be on the whole deserving of rewards and honours rather than of fine

anfl imprisonment. The press, an instrument neglected by the prosecutors,

was used by Hastinf^s and his friends with great effect. Every .ship, too,

that arrived from Madras or Bengal, brought a cuddy full of his admirers.

Everv gentleman from India sjiolie of the late Governor-General as having

deservwi better, and having been treated worse, than any man living. The
effect of this testimony unanimously given by all persons who knew the East,

was naturally very great. Retired members of the Indian services, civil and

military, were settled in all comers of the kingdom. Each of them was, of
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course, in his o\\ti little circle, regarded as an oracle on an Indian question
;

and they were, with scarcely one exception, the zealous advocates of Hastings.
Tt is to be added, that the numerous addresses to the late Governor-General,
which his friends in Bengal obtained from the natives and transmitted to

England, made a considerable impression. To these addresses we attach

little or no importance. That Hastings; was beloved by the people whom
he governed is true ; but the eulogies of pundits, zemindars, Mahommedan
doctors, do not prove it to be true. For an English collector or judge would
have found it easy to induce any native who could write to sign a panegyric
on the most odious ruler that ever was in India. It was said that at Benares,

the very place at which the acts set forth in the first article of impeachment
had been committed, the natives had erected a temple to Hastings ; and this

story excited a strong sensation in England. Burke's observations on the

apotheosis were admirable. He saw no reason for astonishment, he said, in

the incident which had been represented a.s so striking. He knew some-
thing of the mythology of the Brahmins. He knew that as they worshipjjed

some gods from love, so they worshipped others from fear. He knew tlial

they erected shrines, not only to the benignant deities of light and plenty,

but also to the fiends who preside over small-pox and murder. Nor did he
at all dispute the claim of Mr Hastings to be admitted into such a Pantheon.
This reply has always struck us as one of the finest that ever was made in

Parliament. It is a grave and forcible argument, decorated by the most
brilliant wit and fancy.

Hastings was, however, safe. But in every thing except character, he
would have been far better off if, when fiist impeached, he had at once
pleaded guilty, and paid a fine of fifty thousand pounds. He was a ruined

man. The legal expenses of his defence had been enormous. The expenses
which did not appear in his attorney's bill were perhaps larger still. Great
sums had been paid to Major Scott. Great sums had been laid out in brib-

ing newspapers, rewarding pamphleteers, and circulating tracts. Burke, so

early as 1790, declared in the House of Commons that twenty thousand
pounds had been employed in corrupting the press. It is certain that no con-

troversial weapon, from the gravest reasoning to the coarsest ribaldry, was
left unemployed. Logan defended the accused governor with great ability

in prose. For the lovers of verse, the speeches of the managers were bur-

lesqued in Simpkin's letters. It is, we are afraid, indisputable that Hastings
stooped so low as to court the aid of that malignant and filthy baboon John
Williams, who called himself Anthony Pasquin. It was necessary to sub-

sidise such allies largely. The private hoards of Mrs Hastings had dis-

appeared. It is said that the banker to whom they had been intrusted had
failed. Still if Hastings had practised strict economy, he would, after all

his losses, have had a moderate competence ; but in the management of his

private affairs he was imprudent. The dearest wish of his heart had always
been to regain Daylesford. At length, in the very year in which his trial

commenced, the wish was accomplished ; and the domain, alienated more
than seventy years before, returned to the descendant of its old lords. But
the manor house was a ruin ; and the grounds round it had, during many
years, been utterly neglected. Hastings proceeded to build, to plant, to form
a sheet of water, to excavate a giotto ; and, before he was dismissed from
the bar of the House of Lords, he had expended more than forty thousand
pounds in adorning his seat.

The general feeling both of the Directors and of the proprietors of the

East India Company was that he had great claims on them, that his services

to them had been eminent, and that his misfortunes had been the effect of

his zeal for their interest. His friends in Leadenhall Street proposed to

reimburse him for the costs of his trial, and to settle on him an annuity of

i
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five tliousand pounds a year. lUit the consent of ih^ Hoard of Control was
nocessai-y ; and at the head of the r5t)ard of Contml was Mr Dinnias, wlio

had himself l>een a party to the impeachment, who had, on that account,

been reviled with ^reai bitterness by the adherents of Hastings, ami who,
therefore, was not in a very complying mood. He refused to consent to what
the Directors suggested. The Directors remonstrated. A long controversy

followed. Hastings, in the mean time, was reduced to such distress, that

he could hardly pay his weekly bills. At length a compromise was made.
An annuity of four thousand a year was settled on Hastings ; and in order

to enable him to meet pressing demands, he was to receive ten years' annuity

in advance. The Company was also permitted to lend him fifty thousand
pounds, to be repaid by instalments v.'itliout interest. This relief, though
given in the most absurd manner, was sufficient to enable the retired gos-ernor

tf> live in comfort, and even in luxury, if he had been a skilful manager.
Hut he was careless and profuse, and was more than once under the neces-

sity of applying to the Company for assistance, which was liberally given.

He had security and affluence, but not the power and dignity whicli, when
he landed from India, he had reason to e.xpect. He had then looked forward

to a coronet, a red riband, a seat at the Council Board, an office at White-
hall. He was then only fifty-two, and might hope for many years of bodily

and mental vigour. The case was widely ditTerent when he left the bar of the

Lords. He was now too old a man to turn his mind to a new class of

.studies and duties. He had no chance of receiving any mark of royal favour

while Mr Pitt remained in power ; and, when Mr Pitt retired, Hastings was
approaching his seventieth year.

Unce, and only once, after his acquittal, he interfered in politics ; and that

interference was not much to his honour. In 1 804 he exerted himself strenu-

ously to prevent Mr Addington, against whom F'ox and Pitt had combined,
from resigning the Trexsury. It is difficult to believe that a man so able and
energetic as Hastings can have thought that, when Bonaparte was at Bou-
logne with a great army, the defence of our island could safely be intrusted

to a ministr)' which did not contain a single person whom flatteiy could

describe xs a great statesman. It is also certain that, on the important

tiuestion which had raised Mr Addington to power, and on which he tliffered

from both Fox and Pitt, Hxstings, as might have been expected, agreed with

Fox and Pitt, and was decidedly opposed to Addington. Religious intoler-

ance has never been the vice of the Indian service, and certainly was not the

vice of Hastings. But Mr Addington had treated him with marked favour.

Fox had been a principal man.ager of the impeachment. To Pitt it was
owing that there had been an impeachment ; and Plastings, we fear, wxson
this occxsion guided by personal considerations, rather than by a regard to

the public interest.

The last twenty-four years of his life were chiefly passed at Daylesford.

He amused himself with embellishing his grounds, riding fine Arab horses,

fattening prize-cattle, and trying to rear Indian animals and vegetables in

Fngland. He sent for seeds of a very fine custard-apple, from the garden
of what had once been his own villa, among the green hedgerows of Allipore.

He tried also to naturalise in Worcestershire the delicious leechec, almost

the only fruit of Bengal which deserves to be regretted even amidst the plenty

of Covent Garden. The Mogul emperors, in the time of their gieatness, had
in vain attempted to intro<luce into Hindostan the goat of the table-land of

Thibet, whose down supplies the looms of Cashmere with the materials of

the finest shawls. Hxstings tried, with no better fortune, to rear a breed

It Daylesford ; nor does he seem to have succeeded better with the cattle

of Hnotan, whose tails are in high esteem as the best fans for brushing away
Uie mosquitoes.
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Literature divided his attention with his conservatories and his menagerie.
He had always loved books, and they were now necessary to him. Though
not a poet, in any high sense of the word, he wrote neat and polished lines

with great facility, and was fond of exercising this talent. Indeed, if we
must sneak out, he seems to have been more of a Trissotin than was to be
expected from the powers of his mind, and from the great part which he
had played in life. We are assured in these Memoirs that the first thing
which he did in the morning was to compose a copy of verses. When the
family and guests assembled, the poem made its appearance as regularly as

the eggs and rolls ; and Mr Gleig requires us to believe that, if from any
accident Hastings came to the breakfast-table without one of his charming
performances in his hand, the omission was felt by all as a grievous dis-

appointment. Tastes differ widely. For ourselves we must say that, how-
ever good the breakfasts at Daylesford may have been,—and we are assured

that the tea was of the most aromatic flavour, and that neither tongue nor
venison-pasty was wanting,—we should have thought the reckoning high
if we had been forced to earn our repast by listening every day to a new
madrigal or sonnet composed by our host. We are glad, however, that Mr
Gleig has preserved this little feature of character, though we think it by no
means a beauty. It is good to be often reminded of the inconsistency of

human nature, and to learn to look without wonder or disgust on tlie weak-
nesses which are found in the strongest minds. Dionysius in old times,

Frederic in the last century, with capacity and vigour equal to the conduct
of the greatest affairs, united all the little vanities and affectations of pro-

vincial blue-stockings. These great examples may console the admirers of

Hastings for the affliction of seeing him reduced to the level of the Hayleys
and Sewards.
When Hastings had passed many years in retirement, and had long out-

lived the common age of men, he again became for a short time an object

of general attention. In 1813 the charter of the East India Company was
renewed ; and much discussion about Indian affairs took place in Parlia-

ment. It was determined to examine witnesses at the bar of the Commons
;

and Hastings was ordered to attend. He had appeared at that bar once
before. It was when he read his answer to the charges which Burke had
laid on the table. Since that time twenty-seven years had elapsed

; public
feeling had undergone a complete change ; the nation had now forgotten

his faults, and remembered only his services. The reappearance, too, of a
man who had been among the most distinguished of a generation that had
passed away, who now belonged to history, and who seemed to have risen

from the dead, could not but produce a solemn and pathetic effect. The
Commons received him with acclamations, ordered a chair to be set for him,
and when he retired, rose and uncovered. There were, indeed, a few who
did not sympathise with the general feeling. One or two of the managers
of the impeachment were present. They sate in the same seats which they
had occupied when they had been thanked for the services which they had
rendered in Westminster Hall : for, by the courtesy of the House, a member
who has been thanked in his place is considered as having a right always to

occupy that j^lace. These gentlemen were not disp-^-sed to admit that they

had employed several of the best years of their lives in persecuting an inno-

cent man. They accordingly kept their seats, and pulled their hats over

their brows ; but the exceptions only made the prevailing enthusiasm more
remarkable. The Lords received the old man with similar tokens of respect.

The University of Oxford conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Laws
;

and, in the Sheldonian Theatre, the under-graduates welcomed him with
tumultuous cheering.

These marks of public esteem were soon followed by marks of royal favour.
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I Tastings was swom of the Privy Council, and was admitted to a long private

audience of the Prince Regent, who treated him very graciously. When the

Emperor of Russia and the King of Prussia visiteti Kngland, Hastings ap-

peared in their train both at Oxford and in the Guildhall of London, and,

though surrounded by a crowd of princes and great warriors, was every

where received by the public with marks of respect and admiration. He
was presented by the Prince Regent both to Alexander and to Frederic

William ; and his Royal Highness went so far as to declare in public that

honours far higher than a seat in the PriNy Council were due, and would
soon be paid, to the man who had saved the British dominions in Asia.

Hastings now confidently expected a peerage ; but, from some unexplained

cause, he was again disappointed.

He lived about four years longer, in the enjo>-ment of good spirits, of

faculties not impaired to any painful or degrading extent, and of health such
as is rarely enjoyed by those who attain such an age. At length, on the

twenty-second of August, 1818, in the eighty-sixth year of his age, he met
death with the same tranquil and decorous fortitude which he had opposed
to all the trials of his various and eventful life.

With all his faults,—and they were neither few nor small,—only one
cemetery was worthy to contain his remains. In that temple of silence and
reconciliation where the enmities of twenty generations Lie buried, in the

Great Abbey which has during many ages afforded a quiet resting-place to

those whose minds and bodies have been shattered by the contentions of

the Great Hall, the dust of the illustrious accused should have mingled with
the dust of the illustrious accusers. This was not to be. Yet the place of

interment was not ill chosen. Behind the chancel of the parish church of

Daylesford, in earth which already held the bones of many chiefs of the
house of Hastings, was laid the coffin of the greatest man who has ever
borne that ancient and widely extended name. On that verj- spot probably,
fourscore years before, the little Warren, meanly clad and scantily fed, had
played with the children of ploughmen. Even then his young mind had
revolved plans which might be called romantic. Yet, however romantic,

it is not likely that they had been so strange as the truth. Not only had
the poor orphan retrieved the fallen fortunes of his line. Not only had he
repurchased the old lands, and rebuilt the old dwelling. He had pre.served

and extended an empire. He had founded a polity. He had administered
government and war with more than the capacity of Richelieu. He had
patronised learning with the judicious liberality of Cosmo. He had been
attacketl by the most formidable combination of enemies that ever sought
the destruction of a single victim ; and over that combination, after a struggle

of ten years, he had triumphed. He had at length gone down to his grave
in the fulness of age, in peace, after so many troubles, in honour, after so
much obloquy.

Those who look on his character without favour or malevolence will pro-

nounce that, in the two great elements of all social virtue, in resjiect for the

rights of others, and in sympathy for the sufferings of others, he was de-

ficient. His principles were somewhat lax. His heart was .somewhat hard.

But while we cannot with truth describe him either as a righteous or as a
merciful ruler, we cannot regard without admiration the amplitude and
fertility of his intellect, his rare talents for command, for administration,

and for controversy, his dauntless courage, his honourable poverty, his fer-

vent zeal for the interests of the state, his noble equanimity, tried by both
extremes of fortune, and never disturbed by either.
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MADAME D'ARBLAY. (January, 1843.)

Diary and Letters 0/Madame D'Arblay. Five vols. 8vo, London: 1842.

Though the world saw and heard Httle of Madame D'Arblay during the

last forty years of her life, and though that little did not add to her fame,

there were thousands, we believe, who felt a singular emotion when they

learned that she was no longer among us. The news of her death carried.

the minds of men back at one leap over two generations, to the time when

her. first literary triumphs were won. All tho.se whom we had been accu.s-

tomed to revere as intellectual patriarchs seemed children when compared

with her ; for Burke had sate up all night to read her wri^^ings, and John.son

had pronounced her superior to Fielding, when Rogers was still a school-

boy, and Southey still in petticoats. Yet more strange did it seem that we

should just have lost one whose name had been widely celebrated before

any body had heard of some illustrious men who, twenty, thirty, or forty

years ago, were, after a long and .splendid career, borne with honour to the

grave. Yet so it was. Frances Bumey was at the height of fame and

popularity before Cowper had published his first volume, before Porson had

gone up to college, before Pitt had taken his seat in the House of Com-

mons, before the voice of Erskine had been once heard in Westminster

Hall. Since the appearance of her first work, sixty-two years had pas.sed

and this interval had been crowded, not only with political, but also with

intellectual revolutions. Thousands of reputations had, during that period,

sprung- up, bloomed, withered, and disappeared. New kinds of composi-

tion had come into fashion, had gone out of fashion, had been derided, had

been forgotten . The fooleries of Delia Cmsca, and the fooleries of Kot-

zebue, had for a time bewitched the multitude, but had left no trace behind

them ; nor had misdirected genius been able to save from decay the once

flourishing schools of Godwin, of Darwin, and of Radcliffe. Many books,

written for temporary effect, had nm through six or .seven editions, and had

then been gathered to the novels of Afra Behn, and the epic poems of Sir

Richard Blackmore. Yet the early works of Madame D'Arblay, in spite

of the lapse of years, in spite of the change of manners, in spite of the

popularity deservedly obtained by some of her rivals, continued to hold a

high place in the public esteem. She lived to be a classic. Time set on

her fame, before she went hence, that seal which is seldom set except on the

fame of the departed. Like Sir Condy Rackrent in the tale, she sui-vived

her own wake, and overheard the judgment of posterity.

Having always felt a warm and sincere, though not a blind admiration

for her talents, we rejoiced to learn that her Diary was about to be made

public. Our hopes, it is true, were not unmixed with fears. We could

not forget the fate of the Memoirs of Dr Bumey, which were published ten

years ago. That unfortunate book contained much that was curious and

interesting. Yet it was received with a cr}' of disgust, and was speedily

consigned to oblivion. The truth is, that it deser\'ed its doom. It was

written in Madame D'Arblay's later style, the worst style that has ever been

known among men. No genius, no inVormation, could save from proscrip-

tion a book so written. We, therefore, opened the Diaiy with no small

anxiety, trembling lest we should light upon some of that jiecuhar rhetoric

which defoi-ms almost every page of the Memoirs, and which it is impossible

to read without a sensation made up of mirth, shame, and loathing. We
soon, however, discovered to our great delight that this Diary was kept

iaefore Madame D'Arblay became eloquent. It is, for the most part, written

in her earliest and best manner, in true woman's Fnglish, clear, natural,

and lively. The two works are lying side by side before us ; and we never

turn from the Memoirs to the Diary without a sense of relief. The differ-
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ence is as groat a,s ihe difference between the atmosphere of a perfumer's
shop, fetid with lavender water and jasmine soap, and the air of a heath on
a fine morning in May. Both works ought to l)c ctmsidled by every person
who wishes to be well acquainted with the history of our literature and our
manners. But to read the Diary is a pleasure; to read the Memoirs will

always be a task.

We may, perhaps, afford some harmless amusement to our readers if we
attempt, with the help of these two books, to give them an account of the

most important years of Madame D'Arblay's life.

She was descended from a family which bore the name of \racbumey,
ami which, though probably of Irish origin, liad been long setllctl in Sliroj)-

shire, and was possessed of considerable estates in that county. Unhapi>ily,
many years betbre her birth, the Macburncys began, as if of set purpose
and in a spirit of determined rivalry, to expose and niin themselves. The
heir apparent, Mr James Macbuniey, offendeilhis father bymaking a runaway
match with an actress from Goodman's Fields. The old gentleman could
devise no more judicious mode of wreaking vengeance on his undutiful l)oy

than by marrying the cook. The cook gave birth to a son named Joseph,
who succeeded to all the lands of the family, while James was cut off with
a shilling. The favourite son, however, was so extravagant, that he soon
became as poor as his disinherited brother. Both w ere forced to earn their

bread by their lalx)ur. Josej'h turned dancing master, and settled in Nor-
folk. James stnick off the Mac from the beginning of his name, and set up
as a portrait painter at Chester. Here he had a son named Charles, well

known as the author of the History of Music, and as the father of two re-

markable children, of a son distingiiished by learning, and of a daughter
still more honourably distinguished by genuis.

Charles early showed a taste for that art, of which, at a later period, he
became the historian. He was apprenticed to a celebrated musician in

London, and applied himself to study with vigour and success. He soon
found a kind and munificent patron in I'ulk Greville. a highborn and high-

bred man, who seems to have had in large measure all the accomplishments
and all the follies, all the virtues and all the vices, which, a hundred years

ago, were considered as making uji the character of a fine gentleman. Under
such protection, the young artist had every prospect of a brilliant career in

the capital. But his health failed. It became necessary for him to retreat

from the smoke and river fog of London, to the pure air of the coast. He
accepted the place of organist, at Lynn, and settled at that town with a

young I.-idy who had recently become his wife.

At Lynn, in June, 1752, Frances liuniey was bom. Nothing in her

childhood indicated that she would, while still a young woman, have secured

for herself an honourable and permanent jjlace among Fnglish writers. She
was shy and silent. Her brothers and sisters called her a dunce, and no',

without some show of reason ; for at eight years old she did not know
her letters.

In 1760, Mr Bumey quitted Lynn for London, and took a house in To-

land Street ; a situation which had been fashionable in the reign of Qneen
Anne, but which, since that time, had been deserted by most of its wealthy

and noble inhabitants. He afterwards resided in Saint Martin's Street, on

the south side of Leicester Square. His house there is still well known,
and will continue to be well known as long as our island retains any trace

of civilisation ; for it was the dwelling of Newton, and the square turret

which distinguishes it from all the surrounding buildings was Newton's

observatory.

Mr Buniey at once obtained as many pupils of the most respectable de-

scrip* ion as he had time to attend, and was thus enabled to support his family.
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modestly indeed, and frugally, but in comfort and independence. His pro-
fessional merit obtained for him the degree of Doctorof Music from the Univer-
sity of Oxford ; and his works on subjects connected with his art gained
for him a place, respectable, though certainly not eminent, among men of

letters.

The progress of the mind of Frances Burney, from her ninth to her twenty-
fifth year, well deserves to be recorded. When her education had proceeded

no further than the hornbook, she lost her mother, and 'thenceforward she

educated herself. Her father appears to have been as bad a father as a very

honest, affectionate, and sweet tempered man can well be. He loved his

daughter dearly ; but it never seems to have occurred to him that a parent

has other duties to perform to children than that of fondling them. It would
indeed have been impossible for him to superintend their education himself.

His professional engagements occupied him all day. At seven in the morning
he began to attend his pupils, and, when London was full, was sometimes
employed in teaching till eleven at night. He was often forced to carry in

his pocket a tin box of sandwiches, and a bottle of wine and water, on wliich

he dined in a hackney coach, while hurrying from one scholar to another.

Two of his daugliters he sent to a seminary at Paris ; but he imagined that

Frances would run some risk of being perverted from the Protestant faith if

she were educated in a Catholic country, and he therefore kept her at home.
No governess, no teacher of any art or of any language, was provided for

her. But one of her sisters showed her how to write ; and, before she was
fourteen, she began to find pleasure in reading.

It was not, however, by reading that her intellect was formed. Indeed,

when her best novels were produced, her knowledge ofbooks was very small.

When at the height of her fame, she was unacquainted with the most cele-

brated works of Voltaire and Moliere ; and, what seems still more extra-

ordinary, had never heard or seen a line of Churchill, who, when she was a

girl, was the most popular of living poets. It is particularly deserving of

observation that she appears to have been by no means a novel reader. Her
father's library was large ; and he had admitted into it so many books which
rigid moralists generally exclude that he felt uneasy, as he afterwards owned,
when Johnson began to examine the shelves. But in the whole collection

there was only a single novel, Fielding's Amelia.
An education, however, which to most girls would have been useless, but

which suited Fanny's mind better than elaborate culture, was in constant

progress during her passage from childhood to womanhood. The great book
of human nature was turned over before her. Her father's social position

was very peculiar. He belonged in fortune and station to the middle class.

His daughters seemed to have been suffered to mix freely with those wliom
butlers and waiting maids call vulgar. We are told that they were in the

habit of playing with the children of a wigmaker who lived in the adjoining

house. Yet few nobles could assemble in the most stately mansions of Gros-
venor Square or Saint James's Square, a society so various and so brilliant

as was sometimes to be found in Dr Burney's cabin. His mind, though not

very powerful or capacious, was restlessly active ; and, in the intervals of his
,

professional pursuits, he had contrived to lay up much miscellaneous infor- \

mation. His attainments, the suavity of liis temper, and the gentle simplicity \

of his manners, had obtained for him ready admission to the first literary

circles. While he was still at Lynn, he had won Johnson's heart by sound-

ing with honest zeal the praises of the English Dictionary. In London the

two friends met frequently, and agreed most harmoniously. One tie, indeed,

was wanting to their mutual attachment. Bumey loved his own art pas-

sionately ; and Johnson just knew the bell of Saint Clement's church from

the organ. They had, however, many topics in common ; and on winter

nights their conversations were sometimes prolonged till the fire had gone
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out and the candles liad burned away to the wicks. Bnrney s admiration of

the powers wliich had produced Ras>selas and 1 he Rambler bordered on
idolatry. Johnson, on tlie other hand, conde-cendcd to growl out that Bur-

uey was an honest feiiow, a man whom it was impossible not to like.

Garrick, too, was a frequent visitor in Poland Street and Saint Martin's

Street. That wonderful actor loved the society of children, partly from {rood

nature, and partly from vanity. The ecstasies of mirth and terror, which
his gestures and jilay of countenance never failed to produce in a nursery,

tlattere<l him quite as much as the applause of mature critics. He often ex-

hibiteil all his powers of mimicry for the amusement of the little Bumeys,
awed them by shuddering and crouching as if he saw a ghost, scared them
by raving like a maniac in Saint Luke's, and then at once became an auc-

tioneer, a chimneysweeper, or an old woman, and made them laugh till the

teai^s ran down their cheeks.

But it would be tedious to recount the names of all the men of letters and
artists whom Frances Bumey had an opportunity of seeing and liearing.

Ciilinan, Twining, Harris, Baretti, Hawkesworth, Reynolds, Barry, were
among those who occasicjiially surrounded the tea table and supper tray at

her father's modest dwelling. This was not all. The distinction which Dr
Bumey ha^jicquiredjiia-inusiciLan, and as the historian of music, attracted

to his house the most emiueal musical performers of that agg^ The greatest

Italian singers who visited Knglaud regarded him as the dispenser of fame
in their art, and e.\erted themselves to obtain his suffrage. Pachierotti be-

came his intimate friend. The rapacious Agujari, who sang for nobody else

under fifty pounds an air, sang her best for l3r Bumey without a fee ; and
in the company of Dr Bumey even the haughty and eccentric Gabrielli con-

strained herself to behave with civility. It was thus in his power to give,

with scarcely any expense, concerts equal to those of the aristocracy. On
such occasions the quiet street in which he lived was blocked up by coroneteu;

chariots, and his little drawing-room was crowded with peers, peeresses,

ministers, and anibassadojs. Un one evening, of which we happen to have
a full account, there were present Lord Mulgrave, Lord Bruce, Lord and Lady
Edgecumbe, Lord Barrinf,'lon from the War Office, Lord Sandwich from the

Admiralty, Lord Ashburnham, with his gold key dangling from his pocket,

and the French Ambassador, M. De Guignes, renowned for his fine person
and for his success in gallantry. But the great show of the night was the Rus-
sian Ambassador, Count Orloff, whose gigantic figure was all in a blaze with

jewels, and in whose demeanour the untamed ferocity of tlie Scythian might
be discerned through a thin varnish of French politeness. As he stalked about
the small parlour, brushing the ceiling with his toupee, the girls whispered
V) each other, with mingled admiration and horror, that he was the favoured
iover of his august mistress ; that he had home the chief part in the revolu-

tion to which she owed her throne ; and that his huge hands, now glitter-

ing with diamond rings, had given the last squeeze to the windpipe of her
unfortunate husband.

With such illustrious guests as the.se were mingled all the most remarkable
specimens of the race of lions, a kind of game which is hunted in London
every spring with more than Meltonian ardour and perseverance. Bruce,
who had washed down steaks cut from living oxen with water from the foun-

tains of the Xile, cair.e to swagger and talk about his travels. Omai lisped

broken English, and made all the assembled musicians hold their ears by
howling Otaheitean love songs, such as those with which Oberea charmed
her Opano.
With the literary and fashionable society, which occasionally met under

Dr Burney's roof, Frances can scarcely be said to have mingled. She was
not a musician, and could therefore bear no part in the concerts. She was
shy almost to awkwardness, and scarcely ever joined in tlie conversation.



672 DIARY AND LETTERS OF

The slightest remark from a stranger disconcerted her ; and even the old

friends of her father who tried to draw her out could seldom extract more
than a Yes or a No. Her figure was small, her face not distinguished by
beauty. She was therefore suffered to withdraw quietly to the background,
and, unobserved herself, to observe all that passed. Her nearest relations

were aware that she had good sense, but seem not to have suspected that,

under her demure and bashful deportment, were concealed a fertile invention

and a keen sense of the ridiculous. She had not, it is true, an eye for the

fine shades of character. But every marked peculiarity instantly caught her

notice and remained engraven on her imagination. Thus, while still a girl,

she had laid up such a store of materials for fiction as few of those who mix
much in the world are able to accumulate during a long life. She had
watched and listened to people of eveiy class, from princes and great officers

of state down to artists living in garrets, and poets familiar with subter-

ranean cookshops. Hundreds of remarkable persons had passed in review

before her, English, French, German, Italian, lords and fiddlers, deans of

cathedrals and managers of theatres, travellers leading about newly caught

savages, and singing women escorted by deputy husbands.

/ So strong was the impression made on the mind of Frances by the society
* /which she was in the habit of seeing and hearing, that she began to write

/little fictitious narratives as soon as she could use her pen with ease, which,

as we have said, was not very early. Her sisters were amused by her stories

;

but Dr Bumey knew nothing of their existence ; and in another quarter her

literary propensities met with serious discouragement. When she was fifteen,

her father took a second wife. The new Mrs Bumey soon found out that

her step-daughter was fond of scribbling, and delivered several goodnatured
lectures on the subject. The advice no doubt was well meant, and might
have been given by the most judicious friend ; for at that time, from causes

to which we may hereafter advert, nothing could be more disadvantageous

to a young lady than to be known as a novel-writer. Frances yielded, relin-

quished her favourite pursuit, and made a bonfire of all her manuscripts.*

She now hemmed and stitched from breakfast to dinner with scrupulous

regularity. But the dinners of that time were early ; and the afternoon was
her own. Though she had given up novel writing, she was still fond of using

her pen. She began to keep a diary, and she corresponded largely with a

person who seems to have had the chief share in the formation of her mind.
This was Samuel Crisp, an old friend of her lather. His name, well known,
near a century ago, in the most splendid circles of Tondon, has long been
forgotten. His history is, however, so interesting and instructive, that it

tempts us to venture on a digression.

Long before Frances Burney was born, Mr Crisp had made his entrance
into the worid, with every advantage. He was well connected and well

educated. His face and figure were conspicuously handsome ; his manners
were polished ; his fortune was easy ; his character was without stain ; he
lived in the best society ; he had read much ; he talked well ; his taste in

literature, music, painting, architecture, sculpture, was held in high esteem.
Nothing that tlie world can give seemed to be wanting to his happiness and
respectability, except that he should understand the limits of his powers, and
should not throw away distinctions which were within his reach in the pursuit

of distinctions which were unattainable.
" It is an uncontrolled truth," says Swift, " that no man ever made an ill

figure who understood his own talents, nor a good one who mistook them.

"

• There is some difficulty here .is to the chronology. " This sacrifice," says the eJitor

of the Diarj', " was made in the young authoress's fifteenth year " This could not be ;

for the sacrifice was the effect, according to the editor's own showing, of the remon-
strances of the second Mrs Burney ; and Frances was in her sixteenth year when her

father's second niarriage took place.
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Every clay brings with it fresh ilKistrations of this weighty saying ; but the

best commentary tliat we remember is the history of Samuel Crisp. Men
like him have their proper place, and it is a mo;;t important one, in the

Commonwealth of Letters. It is by the ju<lgmcnt of such men that the rank

of authors is finally <ietermined. It is neither to the multitude, nor to the

few who are gifted with great creative genius, that we are to look for sound

critical decisions. The multitude, unacijuainted with the best models, are

captivated by whatever .stuns and dazzles them. They dcbertcd Mrs Siildons

to nm after Master Hetly ; and they now prefer, we have no doubt, Jack

Sheppard to Von Artevelde. A man of great original genius, on the otlier

hand, a man who has attained to mastery in some high walk of art, is by no

means to be implicitly trusted as a judge of the performances of others. The
erroneous decisions pronounced by .such men are without number. It is

commonly supposed that jealousy makes them unjust. But a more credit-

able explanation may easily l>e found. The very excellence of a work shows

that some of the faculties of the author have been developed at the expense

of the rest ; for it is not given to the human intellect to expand itself widely

in all directions at once, and to be at the same time gigantic and well pro-

portioned. Whoever becomes preeminent in any art, nay, in any style of

art, generally does so by devoting himself with intense and exclusive en-

thusiasm to the pursuit of one kind of excellence. His perception of other

kinds of excellence is therefore too often impaired. Out of his own depart-

ment he praises and blames at random, and is far less to be trusted than the

mere connoisseur, who produces nothing, and whose business is only to judge

and enjoy. One painter is distinguished by his exquisite finishing. He
toils day after day to bring the veins of a cabbage leaf, the folds of a lace

veil, the wrinkles of an old woman's face, nearer and nearer to perfection.

In the time which he employs on a square foot of canvass, a master of a

different order covers the walls of a palace with gods burying giants under

mountains, or makes the cupola of a church alive with seraphim and martyrs.

The more fervent the passion of each of these artists for his art, the higher

the merit of each in his own line, the more unlikely it is that they will justly

appreciate each other. Many persons who never handled a pencil probably

do far more justice to Michael Angelo than would have l)een done by
(Jerard Douw, and far more justice to Gerard Douw than would have been

done by Michael Angelo.

It is the same with literature. Thousands, who have no spark of the

genius of Dr)den or Wordsworth, do to Dryden the justice which has never

been done by Wordsworth, and to Wordsworth the justice which, we
suspect, would never have been done by Dr>'den. Gray, Johnson, Richard-

son, Fielding, are all highly esteemed by the great lx)dy of intelligent and
well informed men. But Gray could see no merit in Kasselas ; and Johnson
could see no merit in the Bani. Fielding thought Richardson a .solemn

prig ; and Richardson perpetually expressed contempt and disgust for

Fielding's lowness.

Mr Crisp seems, as far as we tan judge, to have been a man eminently

mialificd for the useful office of a connoi.sseur. His talents and knowledge
fitted him to appreciate justly almost every species of intellectual superiority.

.\s an adviser he was inestimable. Nay, he might probalily have held a

respectable rank as a writer, if he would have confined himself to some
department of literature in which nothing more than sense, taste, and read-

ing was required. Unhappily he set his heart on Ijeing a great poet, wrote

a tragedy in five acts on the death of Virginia, and offered it to Garrick,

who was his personal friend. Garrick read, shook his head, and expressed a

tioiibt whether it would be wise in Mr Crisp to stake a reputation, which
stood high, on the success of such a piece. But the author, blinded I7
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ambition, set in motion a machinery such as none could long resist. His
intercessors were the most eloquent man and the most lovely woman of that

generation. Pitt was induced to read Virginia, and to pronounce it excel-

lent. Lady Coventry, with fingers which might have furnished a model to

sculptors, forced the manuscript into the reluctant hand of the manager

;

and, in the year 1754, the play was brought forward.

Nothing that skill or friendship could do was omitted. Garrick wrote
both prologue and epilogue. The zealous friends of the author filled every
box ; and, by their strenuous exertions, the life of the play was prolonged
during ten nights. But, though there was no clamorous reprobation, it was
universally felt that the attempt had failed. When Virginia was printed,

the public disappointment was even greater than at the representation.

The critics, the Monthly Reviewers in particular, fell on plot, characters,

and diction without mercy, but, we fear, not without justice. We have
never met with a copy of the play ; but, if we may judge from the scene

which is extracted in the Gentleman's Magazine, and which does not appear
to have been malevolently selected, we should say that nothing but the act-

ing of Garrick, and the partiality of the audience, could have saved so feeble

and unnatural a drama from instant damnation.
The ambition of the poet was still unsubdued. WTien the London sea-

son closed, he applied himself vigorously to the work of removing blemishes.

He does not seem to have suspected, what we are strongly inclined to sus-

pect, that the whole piece was one blemish, and that the passages which
were meant to be fine, were, in truth, bursts of that tame extravagance into

which writers fall, when they set themselves to be sublime and pathetic in

.spite of nature. He omitted, added, retouched, and flattered himself with

hopes of a complete success in the following year ; but in the following

year, Garrick showed no disposition to bring the amended tragedy on the

stage. Solicitation and remonstrance were tried in vain. Lady Coventry,
drooping under that malady which seems ever to seleet what is loveliest for

its prey, could render no assistance. The manager's language was civilly

evasive ; but his resolution was inflexible.

Crisp had committed a great error ; but he had escaped with a very slight

penance. His play had not been hooted from the boards. It had, on the

contrary, been better received than many veiy estimable performances have
been, than Johnson's Irene, for example, or Goldsmith's Goodnatured Man.
Had Crisp been wise, he would have thought himself happy in having pur-

chased selfknowledge so cheap. He would have relinquished, without vain
repinings, the hope of poetical distinction, and would have turned to the

many sources of happiness which he still possessed. Had he been, on the

other hand, an unfeeling and unblushing dunce, he would have gone on
writing scores of bad tragedies in defiance of censure and derision. But he
had too much sense to risk a second defeat, yet too little sense to bear his

first defeat like a man. The fatal delusion that he was a great dramatist,

had taken firm possession of his mind. His failure he attributed to every
cause except the true one. He complained of the ill will of Garrick, who
appears to have done for the play every thing that ability and zeal could do,

and who, from selfish motives, would, of course, have been well pleased if

Virginia had been as successful as the Beggar's Opera. Nay, Crisp com-
plained of the languor of the friends whose partiality had given him three

benefit nights to which he had no claim. He complained of the injustice

of the spectators, when, in truth, he ought to have been grateful for their

unexampled patience. He lost his temper and spirits, and became a cynic

and a hater of mankind. From London he retired to Hampton, and from
Hampton to a solitary and long deserted mansion, built on a common in

one of the wildest tracts of Surrey. No road, not even a sheepwalk, con-

I
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nected his lonely dwelling with tlic abo<.les ol men. The place of his retreat

was strictly concealed from his old associates. In the spring he sometimes
emerged, and was seen at exhibitions and concerts in London. But he
soon disappeared, and hid himself, with no society but his books, in his

dreary hermitage. He survived his failure about thirty years. A new
generation sprang up around him. No memory of his bad verses remained
among men. I lis very name was forgotten. How completely llic world
had lost sight of him, will appear from a single circumstance. W'c looked

for him in a copious Dictionary of Dramatic Authors published while he
was still alive, and we foimd only that Mr Henry Crisp, of the Custom
House, had written a play called Virginia, acted in 1754. To the last,

however, the unhappy man continued to brood over the injustice of the

manager and the pit, and tried to convince himself and others that he had
missed the highest literary honours, only because he had omitted some fine

pas-sages in compliance with Garrick's judgment. Alas, for human nature,

that the wounds of vanity should smart and bleed so much longer than the

wounds of affection ! Few people, we believe, whose nearest friends and
relations died in 1754, had any acute feeling of the loss in 1782. Dear
-inters, and favourite daughters, and brides snatched away before the honey-
moon was passed, had been forgotten, or were remembered only with a

tranquil regret. But Samuel Crisp was still mourning for his tragedy, like

Kachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted. "Never,"
such was his language twenty-eight years after his disaster, " never give up
or alter a tittle unless it perfectly coincides with your own inward feelings.

I can say this to my sorrow and my cost. But mum !" Soon after these

words were written, his life, a life which might have been eminently useful

and happy, ended in the same gloom in which, during more than a quarter

of a century, it had been passed. We have thought it worth while to rescue

from obUvion this curious fragment of literaiy history. It seems to us at

once ludicrous, melancholy, and full of instruction.

Crisp was an old and very intimate friend of the Bumeys. To them
alone was confided the name of the desolate old hall in which he hid him-
self like a wild beast in a den. For them were reserved such remains of

his humanity as had survived tlie failure of his play. Frances Burney he
regarded as his daughter. He called her his Fannikin ; and she in return

called him her dear Daddy. In truth, he seems to have done much more
than her real parents for the development of her intellect ; for though he
was a bad poet, he was a scholar, a thinker, and an excellent counsellor.

He was particularly fond of the concerts in Poland Street. They had,

indeed, been commenced at his suggestion, and when he visited London he
constantly attended them. But when he grew old, and when gout, brought
on partly by mental irritation, confineil him to his retreat, he was desirous

of having a glimpse of that gay and brilliant world from which he was
exiled, and he pressed F'annikin to send him full accounts of her father's

evening parties. A few of her letters to him have been published ; and it

is impossible to read them without discerning in them all the powers which
afterwards produced Evelina and Cecilia, the quickness in catching every
Olid peculiarity of character and manner, the skill in grouping, the humour,
often richly comic, sometimes even farcical.

Fanny's propensity to novelwriting had for a time been kept down. It

now rose up stronger than ever. The heroes and heroines of the tales

which had perished in the tlames, were still present to the eye of her mind-
One favourite story, in particular, haunted her imagination. It was about
a certain Caroline Evel)Ti, a beautiful damsel who made an unfortunate love

match, and died, leaving an infant daughter. Frances began to image to

hei-self the various scenes, tragic and comic, through which the jxxjr mother.
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less girl, highly connected on one side, meanly connected on the other,

might have to pass. A crowd of unreal beings, good and bad, grave and
hidicrous, surrounded the pretty, timid, young orphan ; a coarse sea cap-

tain ; an ugly insolent fop, blazing in a superb court dress ; another fop as

ugly and as insolent, but lodged on Snow Hill, and tricked out in second-

hand finery for tlie Hampstead ball ; an old woman, all wrinkles and rouge,

flirting her fan with the air of a miss of seventeen, and screaming in a dialect

made up of vulgar French and vulgar English ; a poet lean and ragged, with

a broad Scotch accent. By degrees these shadows acquired stronger and
stronger consistence ; the impulse which urged Frances to write became
irresistible ; and the result was the History of Evelina.

Then came, naturally enough, a wish, mingled with many fears, to appear
before the public; for, timid as Frances v\as, and bashful, and altogether

unaccustomed to hear her own praises, it is clear that she wanted neither

a strong passion for distinction, nor a just confidence in her own powers.
Her scheme Was to become, if possible, a candidate for fame without run-

ning any risk of disgrace. She had not money to bear the expense of

printing. It was therefore necessary that some bookseller should be in-

duced to take the risk ; and such a bookseller was not readily found.

Dodsley i-efused even to look at the manuscript unless he was intrusted with
the name of the author. A publisher in Fleet Street, named Lcfwndes, was
more complaisant. Some correspondence took place between this person
and Miss Burney, who took the name of Grafton, and desired that the

letters addressed to her might be left at the Orange Coffeehouse. But,

before the bargain was finally struck, Fanny thought it herduty to obtain her
father's consent. She told him that she had written a book, that she wished
to have his permission to publish it anonymously, but that she hoped that

he would not insist upon seeing it. What followed may serve to illustrate

what we meant when we said that Dr Burney was as bad a father as so

goodhearted a man could possibly be. It never seems to have crossed his

mind that Fanny was about to take a step on which the whole happiness

of her life might depend, a step which might raise her to tin honourable
eminence, or cover her with ridicule and contempt. Several people had
already been trusted, and strict concealment was therefore not to be ex-

pected. On so grave an occasion, it was surely his duty to give his best

counsel to his daughter, to win her confidence, to prevent her from
exposing herself if her book were a bad one, and, if it were a good one, to

see that the terms which she made with the publisher were likely to be
beneficial to her. Instead of this, he only stared, burst out a laughing,

kissed her, gave her leave to do as she liked, and never even asked the

"name of her work. The contract with Lowndes was speedily concluded.

Twenty pounds were given for the copyright, and were accepted by P'anny
with delight. Her father's inexcusable neglect of his duty happily caused
her no worse evil than the loss of twelve or fifteen hundred pounds.

After many delays Evelina appeared in January, 1778. Poor Fanny was
sick with terror, and durst hardly stir out of doors. Some days passed
before any thing was heard of the book. It had, indeed, nothing but

its own merits to push it into public favour. Its author was unknown.
The house by which it was published, was not, we believe, held in high

estimation. No body of partisans had been engaged to applaud. The
better class of readers expected little from a novel about a young lady's

entrance into the world. There was, indeed, at tliat time a disposition

among the most respectable people to condemn novels generally : nor was
this disposition by any means without excuse ; for works of that sort were
then almost always silly, and veiy frequently wicked.

Soon, however, the first faint accents of praise began to be heard. The

I
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keepers of tTie circulating libraries reported that every body was asking for

Evelina, and ihat some person had gnes*eil Anstcy to !« the author. Then
came a favourable notice in the London Review ; then another still more
favourable in the Monthly. And now the book found its way to tables

which had seldom been polluted by marble covered volumes. Scholars

and statesmen, who contemptuously abandoned the crowd of romances to

Miss I.ydia Lanj^ish ami Miss Sukcy .Saunter, were not ashamed to own
that they could not tear themselves away from Evelina. Fine carriages

and rich liveries, not often seen east cjf Temple Bar, were attracted to the

publisher's shop in Fleet Street. Lowndes was daily questioned about the

author, but was himself as much in the dark as any of the questioners.

The mystery, however, could not remain a mystery long. It was known
to brothers and sisters, aunts and cousins : and they were far too proud and

too happy to be discreet. Dr Bumey wept over the book in rapture.

Daddy Crisp shook his fist at his Pannikin in afTectionate anger at not

having been admitted to her confidence. The truth was whispered to Mrs
Thrale ; and then it began to spread fast.

The book had been admired while it was ascribed to men of letters long

conversant with the world, and accustomed to composition. But when it

was known that a reserved, silent young woman had produced the best

work of fiction that had appeared since the death of Smollett, the accla-

mations were redoubled. What she had done was, indeed, extraordinary.

But, as u=ual, various reports improved the story till it became miraculous.

Evelina, it was said, was the work of a girl of seventeen. Incredible as

this tale was, it continued to be repeated down to our own time. Frances

w.Ts too honest to confirm it. Probably .<he was too much a woman to con-

tradict it ; and it was long before any of her detractors thought of this mode
of annoyance. Yet there was no want of low minds and bad hearts in the

generation which witnessed her first apj^earance. There was the envious

Kenrick and the savage Wolcot, the asp George Steevens, and the polecat

John Williams. It did not, however, occur to them to search the parish

register of Lynn, in order that they might be able to twit a lady with having

concealed her age. That truly chivalrous exploit was reser\ed for a bad

writer of our own time, whose spite she had provoked by not furnishing him
with matcri-ils for a worthless edition of Boswell's Life of Johnson, some

sheets of which our readers have doubtless seen round parcels of better books.

But we must return to our story. The triumph was complete. The
timid and obscure girl found herself on the highest pinnacle of fame. Great

men, on whom she had gazed at a distance v. ith humble reverence, adilressed

her with admiration, tempered by the tenderness due to her sex and age.

Burke, Windham, Gibbon, Reynolds, Sheridan, were among her most

ardent eulogists. Cumberiand acknowledged her merit, after his fashion,

by biting his lips and wriggling in his chair whenever her name was men-

tioned. But it was at Streatham that .she tasted, in the highest perfection,

the sweets of flattery, mingletl with the sweets of friendship. Mrs Thrale,

then at the height of prosperity and popularity, with gay spirits, quick wit,

showy though superficial acquirements, pleasing though not refined manners,

a singularly amiable temper, and a loving heart, felt towards Fanny as

towards a younger sister. With the Thrales Johnson was domesticated.

He was an old friend of Dr Bumey ; but he had probably taken little notice

of Dr Bumey 's daughters, and Fanny, we imagine, had never in her life

dared to speak to him, nnless to ask whether he wanted a nineteenth or a

twentieth aip of tea. He was charmed by her tale, and preferred it to the

novels of Fielding, to whom, indeed, he had always been grossly unjust-

He did not, indeed, carry his partiality so far as to place Evelina by the

side of Clarissa and Sir ChaHesGrandison ; yet he said that his little favourite
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had done enough to have made even Richardson feel uneasy. With John-
son's cordial approbation of the book was mingled a fondness, half gallant

half paternal, for the writer ; and this fondness his age and character entitled

him to show without lestraint. He began by putting her hand to his lips.

But he soon clasped her in his huge arms, and implored her to be a good
girl. She was his pet, his dear love, his dear little Bumey, his little char-

acter-monger. At one time, he broke forth in praise of the good taste of

her caps. At another time he insisted on teaching her Latin. That, with

all his coarseness and irritability, he was a man of sterling benevolence, has

long been acknowledged. But how gentle and endearing his deportment
could be, was not known till the Recollections of Madame D'Arblay were
published.

We have mentioned a few of the most eminent of those who paid their

homage to the author of Evelina. The crowd of inferior admirers would
require a catalogue as long as that in the second book of the Iliad. In that

catalogue would be Mrs Cholmondeley, the sayer of odd things, and Seward,
much given to yawning, and Baretti, who slew the man in the Haymarket,
and Paoli, talking broken English, and Langton, taller by the head than

any other member of the club, and Lady Millar, who kept a vase wherein

fools were wont to put bad verses, and Jemingham, who wrote verses fit to

be put into the vase of Lady Millar, and Dr Franklin, not, as some have
dreamed, the great Pennsylvanian Dr Franklin, who could not then have
paid his respects to Miss Bumey without much risk of being hanged, drawn,
and quartered, but Dr Franklin the less,

Afas
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It would not have been surprising if such success had turned even a strong

head, and cornipted even a generous and affectionate nature. But, in the

Diary, we can find no trace of any feeling inconsistent with a truly modest
and amiable disposition. There is, indeed, abundant proof that F"ranees

enjoyed with an intense, though a troubled, joy, the honours which her

genius had won ; but it is equally clear that her happiness sprang from the

happiness of her father, her sister, and her dear Daddy Crisp. While flat-

tered by the great, the opulent, and the learned, while followed along the

Steyne at Brighton, and the Pantiles at Tunbridge Wells, by the gaze of

admiring crowds, her heart seems to have been still with the little domestic
circle in Saint Martin's Street. If she recorded with minute diligence all

the compliments, delicate and coarse, which she heard wherever she turned,

she recorded them for the eyes of two or three persons who had loved her
from infancy, who had loved her in obscurity, and to whom her fame gave
the purest and most exquisite delight. Nothing can be more unjust than to

confound these outpourings of a kind heart, sure of perfect sympathy, with
the egotism of a bluestocking, who prates to all who come near her about
her own novel or her own volume of sonnets.

It was natural that the triumphant issue of Miss Bumey's first venture
should tempt her to try a second. Evelina, though it had raised her fame,
had added nothing to her fortune. Some of her friends urged her to write

for the stage. Johnson promised to give her his advice as to the composi-
tion. Murphy, who was supposed to understand the temper of the pit as

well as any man of his time, undertook to instruct her as to stage effect.

Sheridan declared that he would accept a play from her without even read-

ing it. Thus encouraged, she wrote a comedy named The Witlings, Fortu-

nately it was never acted or printed. We can, we think, easily perceive, from
the little which is said on the subject in the Diary, that The Witlings would

I



MADAME D'AKBLAY. 679

have been damned, and that Murphy and Sheridan thoiignt so, though ihey

were too polite to say so. Happily Frances had a friend who was not afraid

to give her pain. Crisp, wiser for her than he had been for himself, read

the manuscript in his lonely retreat, and manfully told her that she had failed,

that to remove blemishes here and there would be useless, that the piece had

abundance of wit but no interest, that it was bad as a whole, that it would

remind every reader of the Femnies SavanUs, which, strange say, she had

never read, and that she could not sustain so close a comparison with Moliere.

This opinion, in which Dr Bumey concurred, was sent to Frances, in what

she called "a hissing, groaning, catcalling epistle." But she had too much
sense not to know that it was better to be hissed and catcalled by her Daddy,

than by a whole sea of heads in the pit of Drury Lane TheaUe : and she had
too good a heart not to be grateful for so rare an act of friendship. She re-

turned an answer, which shows how well she desened to have a judicious,

faithful, and affectionate adviser. " I intend," she wrote, " to console my-
self for your censure by this greatest proof 1 have ever received of the sin-

cerity, candour, and, let me idd, esteem, of my dear daddy. And as I

happen to love myself more than my play, this consolation is not a very

trifling one. This, however, seriously I do believe, that when my two
daddies put their heads together to concert that hissing, groaning, catcalling

epistle they sent me, they felt as sorry for poor little Miss Bayes as she could

possibly do for herself. You see I do not attempt to repay your frankness

with an air of pretended carelessness. But, though somewhat disconcerted

just now, I will promise not to let my vexation live out another day. Adieu,

my dear daddy, I won't be mortified, and I won't be dmuned ; but 1 will be

proud to find I have, out of my owii family, as well as in it, a friend who
loves me well enough to speak plain tnith to me."

Frances now turned from her dramatic schemes to an undertaking far

better suited to her talents. She determined to write a new tale, on a plan

excellently contrived for the display of the powers in which her superiority

to other writers lay. It was in truth a grand and various picture gallery,

which presented to the eye a long series of men and women, each marked
by some strong peculiar feature. There were avarice and prodigality, the

pride of blood, and the pride of money, morbid restlessness and morbid

apathy, frivolous garrulity, supercilious silence, a Democritus to laugh at

every thing, and a lleraclitus to lament over every thing. The work pro-

ceeded fast, and in twelve months was completed It wanted something of

the simplicity which had been among the most attractive charms of Evelina
;

but it furnished ample proof that the four years which had elapsed since

Evelina appeared, had not been unprofitably spent. Those who saw Cecilia

in manuscript pronounced it the best novel of the age. Mrs Thrale laughed

and wept over it. Crisp was even vehement in applause, and offered to in-

sure the rapid and complete success of the book for half a crown. What
Miss Bumey received for the copj-right is not mentioned in the Diary ; but

we have observed several expressions from which we infer that the sum was
considerable. That the sale would \yt great nobody could doubt ; and

Frances now had shrewd and experienced advisers, who would nol suffer

her to wrong herself. We have been told that the publishers gave her two

thousand pounds, and we have no doubt that they might have given a still

larger sum without being losers.

Cecilia was published in the summer of 1782. The curiosity of the town

was intense. We have been informed by persons who remember those days

that no romance of Sir Walter Scott was more impatiently awaited or more

eagerly snatched from the counters of the booksellers. High as public ex-

pectation was, it was amply satisfied ; and Cecilia was placed, by genera)

acclamation, among the classical novels of England.
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Miss Burney was now thirty. Her youtli had been singularly prosjjerous;

but clouds soon began to gather over that clear and radiant dawn. Events
deeply painful to a heart so kind as that of Frances followed each other in

rapid succession. She was first called upon to attend the deathbed of her
best friend, .Samuel C.-i.sp. When she returned to Saint Martin's Street,

after performing this melancholy duty, she was appalled by hearing that

Johnson had been stiiick with paralysis ; and, not many months later, she

parted from him for the Jast time with solemn tenderness. He wished to

look on her once more ; and on the day before his death she long remained
in tears on the stairs leading to his bedroom, in the hope that she might be
called in to receive his blessing. He was then sinking fast, and though he
sent her an affectionate message, was unable to see her. But this was not

the worst. There are separations far more crael than those which are made
by death. She might weep with proud affection for Crisp and Johnson.
She had to blush as well as to weep for Mrs Thrale.

Life, however, still smiled upon Frances. Domestic happiness, friend-

ship, independence, leisure, letters, all these things were hers j and she

flung them all away.
Among the distinguished persons to whom she had been introduced, none

appears to have stood higher in her regard than Mrs Delany. This lady

was an interesting and venerable relic of a past age. She was the niece of

George Granville, Lord Lansdowne, who, in his youth, exchanged verses

and compliments with Edmund Waller, and who was among the first to

applaud the opening genius of Pope. She had married Dr Delany, a man
known to his contemporaries as a profound scholar and an eloquent preacher,

but remembered in our time chiefly as one of that small circle in which the

fierce spirit of Swift, tortured by disappointed ambition, by remorse, and by
the approaches of madness, sought for amusement and repose. Doctor
Delany had long been dead. His widow, nobly descended, eminently

accomplished, and retaining, in spite of the infirmities of advanced age, the

vigour of her faculties and the serenity of her temper, enjoyed and deserved

the favour of the royal family. She had a pension of three hundred a year
;

and a house at Windsor, belonging to the crown, had been fitted up for her

accommodation. At this house the King and Queen sometimes called, and
found a very natural pleasure in thus catching an occasional glimpse of the

private life of English families.

\\\ December, 1785, Miss Burney was on a visit to Mrs Delany at Wind-
sor. The dinner was over. The old lady was taking a nap. Her grand-

niece, a little girl of seven, was playing at some Christmas game with the

visiters, when the door opened, and a stout gentleman entered unannounced,
with a star on his breast, and " What? what? what?" in his mouth. A
cry of "The King !" was set up. A general scampering followed. Miss
Burney owns that she could not have been more terrified if .she had seen a

ghost. But Mrs Delany came forward to pay her duty to her royal friend,

and the disturbance was quieted. Frances was then presented, and under-

went a long examination and cross-examination about all that she had writ-

ten and all that she meant to write. The Queen soon made her appearance,

and his Majesty repeated, for the benefit of his consort, the information

which he had extracted from Miss Burney. The goodnature of the royal

pair might have softened even the authors of the Probationary Odes, and
could not but be delightful to a young lady who had been brought up a

Tory. In a few days the visit was repeated. Miss Bumey was more at

ease than before. His Majesty, instead of seeking for information, conde-

scended to impart it, and passed sentence on many great writers, English

and foreign. Voltaire he pronounced a monster. Rousseau he liked rather

better. " But was there ever," he cried, " §uch stuff as great part of Shak-
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speare? Only one mu>t nut say so. I5ul wlial ihink you? \Mial ? Is

there not sad slulT ? Wliat ? What ?
"

The next day Frances enjoyed llie privilege of listening to some equally

valuable criticism uttcied by the (Jueen touching Goethe and Klopstock,

and might have leanitd an im]>ortant lesson of economy from the mode in

which her Majesty's library had been formed. "I picked the book up
on a stall," said the Queen. " Uh, it is amazing what gooil books there

are on stalls
!

" Mrs Dclany, who seems to have understood from these

words that her Majesty was in the habit of exploring the booths of Moor-
fields and Holywell Street in j>erson, could nut suppress an exclamation of

.surprise. " \\ hy," said the Queen, " 1 don't pick them up myself. l!ut I

have a servant very clever j and, if they are not to be had at the booksellers,

they are not for me more tlian for another." Miss Burney describes this

conversation as delightful ; and, indeed we caimot wonder that, with her

literary t.xstes, she should lie delighted at hearing in how magnificent a man-
ner the greatest lady in the land encouniged literature.

The tailh is, that Frances was fascinated by the condescending kindness

of the two great person:igcs to whom she had been presented. Tier father

was even more infatuated than herself. The result was a step of which we
cannot think with patience, but which, recorded as it is, with all its conse-

quences, in these volumes, deserves at least this praise, that it has furnished

a most impressive warning.

A German lady of the name of Haggerdom, one of the keepers of the

Queen's robes, retired about this time ; and her Majesty offered the vacant

post to Miss Burney. When we consider that Miss Burney was decidedly

the most popular writer of fictitious narrative then living, that competence,

if not opulence, was within her reach, and that she was more than usually

happy in her domestic circle, and when we compare the sacrifice which she

was invited to make with the remuneration which was held out to her, we
are dividetl between laughter and indignation.

What wa-s demanded of her was that she should consent to be almost as

completely separated from her family and friends as if she had gone to Cal-

cutta, and almost as close a prisoner as if she had been sent to gaol for a

libel ; that with talents which had instnicted and delighted the highest

living minds, she should now be employed only in mixing snuff and stick-

ing pins ; that she should be summoned by a waiting woman's bell to a

waiting woman's duties ; that .she should pass her whole life imder the re-

straints of a paltry etiquette, should sometimes fast till she was ready to

swoon with hunger, should sometimes stand till her knees gave way with

fatigue ; that she should not dare *,o speak or move without considering

how her mistress might like her words and gestures. Instead of those dis-

tinguished men and women, the flower of all political parties, with whom
she had been in the habit of mixing on terms of equal friendship, .she was
to have for her perpetual companion the chief keeper of the robes, an old

hag from Germany, of mean understamling, of insolent manners, and of

temper which, naturally savage, had now been cxasj>erated by disease. Now
and then, indeeil, poor Frances might con.sole herself for the loss of Burke's

and Windham's society, by juining in the "celestial colloquy sublime" of

his Majesty's Equerries.

And what was the consideration for which she was to sell herself to this

slaver)? A peerage in her own right? A pension of two thousand a year

for life ? A seventy-four for her brother in the na^y ? A deanery for her

brother in the church? Not so. The price at which she was valued was
her board, her lodging, the attendance of a man-servant, and two hundred
pounds a year.

The man who, even when hard pressed by hunger, sells his birthright for
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a mess of pottage, is unwise. But what shall we say of him who parts with

his birthright, and does not get even the pottage in return? It is not neces-

sary to inquire whether opulence be an adequate compensation for the sacri-

fice of bodily and mental freedom ; for Frances Burney paid for leave to be

a prisoner and a menial. It was evidently understood as one of the terms

of her engagement, that, while she was a member of the royal household,

she was not to appear before the public as an author : and, even had there

been no such understanding, her avocations were such as left her no leisure

for any considerable intellectual effort. That her place was incompatible

vnth her literary pursuits was indeed frankly acknowledged by the King
when she resigned. " She has given up," he said, " five years of her pen."

That during those five years she might, without painful exertion, without

any exertion that would not have been a pleasure, have earned enough to

buy an annuity for life much larger than the precarious salary which she

received at court, is quite certain. The same income, too, which m Saint

Martin's Street would have afforded her every comfort, must have been
found scanty at Saint James's. We cannot venture to speak confidently of

the price of millinery and jewellery ; but we are greatly deceived if a lady,

who had to attend Queen Charlotte on many public occasions, could possibly

save a farthing out of a salary of two hundred a year. The principle of the

arrangement was, in short, simply this, that Frances Burney should become
a slave, and should be rewarded by being made a beggar.

With what object their Majesties brought her to their palace, we must
own ourselves unable to conceive. Their object could not be to encourage
her literary exertions ; for they took her from a situation in which it was
almost certain that she would write, and put her into a situation in which
it was impossible for her to write. Their object could not be to promote
her pecuniary interest ; for they took her from a situation where she was
likely to become rich, and put her into a situation in which she could not

but continue poor. Their object could not be to obtain an eminently

useful waiting maid ; for it is clear that, though Miss Burney was the only

woman of her time who could have described the death of Harrel, thousands

might have l)een found more expert in tying ribands and filling snuff boxes.

To grant her a pension on the civil list would have been an act of judicious

liberalit)', honourable to the court. If this was impracticable, the next

best thing was to let her alone. That the King and Queen meant her

nothing but kindness, we do not in the least doubt. But their kindness

was the kindness of persons raised high above the mass of mankind, ac-

customed to be addressed with profound deference, accustomed to see all

who approacli them mortified by their coldness and elated by their smiles.

They fancied that to be noticed by them, to be near them, to serve them,

was in itself a kind of happiness ; and that Frances Burney ought to be
full of gratitude for being permitted to purchase, by the surrender of health,

wealth, freedom, domestic affection, and literary fame, the privilege of

standing behind a royal chair, and holding a pair of royal gloves.

And who cnn blame them? Who can wonder that princes should be
under such a delusion, when they are encouraged in it by the very persons
who suffer from it most cruelly? Was it to be expected that George the
Third and Queen Charlotte should understand the interest of Frances
Burney better, or promote it with more zeal, than herself and her father ?

No deception was practised. The conditions of the house of bondage
were set forth with all simplicity. The hook was presented witliout a
bait ; the net was spread in sight of the bird ; and the naked hook was
greedily swallowed ; and the silly bird made haste to entangle herself in

the net.

It is not strange indeed that an invitation to court should have caused

I
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a fluttering in the bosom of an inexperienced young woma'.i. But it was

liie duty of llie parent to watch over the child, and to show lier lliat on

one side were only infantile vanities and chimerical hopes, on the other

liberty, peace of nund, aiHuence, social enjoyments, honourable distinctions.

Strange to say, the only hesitation was on the part of Frances. Ur Harney

was transported out of himself with delight. Not such are the raptures of

a Circassian father who has sold his pretty daughter well to a Turkish

slave-merchant. Vet Dr Bumey was an amiable man, a man of good

abiUties, a man who had seen much of the world. But he seems to have

thought tliat going to court was like going to heaven ; that to sec princes

and princesMis was a kind of beatilic vision ; that the exquisite lelicity

enjoyed by royal persons was not contmed to themselves, but was com-

municated' by some mysterious etflux or reflection to all who were suffered

to stand at their toilettes, or to bear iheir trahis. He oven-uled ail his

daughter's objections, and himself escorted her to her prison. The door

closed. The key was turned. She, looking back with lender regret on all

that she had left, and forward with anxiety and terror to the new life on

which she was entering, was unable to speak or stand ; and he went on his

way homeward rejoicing in her marvellous prosperity.

Ami now began a slavery of five years, of live years taken from the best

part of life, and wasted in menial drudgery or in recreations duller than

even menial drudgery, under galling restraints and amidst unfriendly or

uninteresting companions. The history of an ordinary day was this.

Miss Bumey had to rise and dress herself early, that she might be ready to

answer the royal bell, which rang at half after seven. Till about eight she

attended in the Queen's dressing room, and had the honour of lacing her

august mistress's stays, and of putting on the hoop, gown, and neckhand-

kerchief. The morning was chiefly spent in rummaging drawers and

laying fine clothes in their proper places. Then the Queen was to be

powdered and dressed for the day. Twice a week her Majesty's hair was

curled and craped ; and this operation appears to have added a full hour

to the business of the toilette. It was generally three before Miss Bumey
was at liberty. Then she had two hours at her own disposal. To these

hours we owe great part of her Diary. At five she had to attend her

colleague, Madame Schwellenberg, a hateful old toadeater, as illiterate as

a chambermaid, as proud as a whole Gemian Chapter, rude, peevish,unable

to bear sohtude, unable to conduct herself with common decency in society.

With this delightful associate, Frances Bumey had to dine, and pass the

evening. The pair generally remained together from five to eleven, and

often had no other company the whole time, except during the hour from

eight to nine, when the equerries came to lea. If poor Frances attempted

to escape to her own apartment, and to forget her wretchedness over a

book, the execrable old woman railed and stormed, and complained that

she was neglected. Yet, when Frances stayed, she was constantly assailed

with insolent reproaches. Literary fame was, iii the eyes of the German
crone, a blemish, a proof that the person who enjoyed it was meanly bom,

and out of the pale of good society. All her scanty stock of broken Engli.-,h

was employed to express the contempt with which she regarded the author

of Evelina and Cecilia. Frances detested cards, and indeed knew nothing

about them ; but she soon found that the least miserable way of passing an

evening with Madame Schwellenberg was at the card-table, and consented,

with patient sadness, to give hours, which might have called forth the

bvigluer and the tears of many generations, to the king of clubs and the

knave of spades. Between eleven and twelve the bell rang again. Miss

Bumey had to pass twenty minutes or half an hour in undressing the Queen,

and was then at liberty to retire, and to dream that she wa.s chatting with
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her brother by the quiet hearth in Saint Martin's Street, that she was the

centre of an admiring assemblage at Mrs Crewe's, that Burke was calHng
her the first woman of the age, or that Dilly was giving her a cheque for

two thousand guineas.

Men, we must suppose, are less patient than women ; for we are utterly

at a loss to conceive how any human being could endure such a life, while

there remained a vacant garret in Grub Street, a crossing in want of a

sweeper, a parish workhouse, or a parish vault. And it was for such a

life that Frances Burney had given up liberty and peace, a happy fireside,

attached friends, a wide and splendid circle of acquaintance, intellectual

pursuits in which she was qualified to excel, and the sure hope of what to

her would have been affluence.

There is nothing new under the sun. The last great master of Attic

eloquence and Attic wit has left us a forcible and touching description of

the misery of a man of letters, who, lured by hopes similar to those of

Frances, had entered the service of one of the magnates of Rome.
" Unhappy that I am," cries the victim of his own childish ambition :

" would nothing content me but that I must leave mine own pursuits and
mine old companions, and the life which was without care, and the sleep

which had no limit save mine own pleasure, and the walks which 1 was
free to take where I listed, and fling myself into the lowest pit of a dungeon
like this? And, O God ! for what ? Was there no way by wliich I might

have enjoyed in freedom comforts even greater than those which I now
earn by servitude? Like a lion which has been made so tame that men
may lead him about by a thread, I am dragged up and down, with broken

and humbled spirit, at the heels of those to whom, in mine own domain,

I should have been an object of awe and wonder. And, worst of all, I

feel that here I gain no credit, that here I give no pleasure. The talents

and accomplishments, which charmed a far different circle, are here out of

place. I am rude in the arts of palaces, and can ill bear comparison with

those whose calling, from their youth up, has been to flatter and to sue.

Have I, then, two lives, that, after I have wasted one in the service of

others, there may yet remain to me a second, which I may live unto

myself?
"

Now and then, indeed, events occurred which disturbed the wretched

monotony of B^ances Barney's life. The court moved from Kew to Windsor,

and from Windsor back to Kew. One dull colortel went out of waiting, and

another dull colonel came into waiting. An impertinent servant made a

blunder about tea, and caused a misunderstanding between the gentlemen

and the ladies. A half witted French Protestant minister talked oddly about

conjugal fidelity. An unlucky member of the household mentioned a passage

in the Morning Herald, reflecting on the Queen ; and forthwith Madame
Schweilenberg began to storm in bad English, and told him that he made
her " what you call perspire !

"

A more important occurrence was the King's visit to Oxford. Miss Burney

went in the royal train to Nuneham, was utterly neglected there in the crowd,

and could with difficulty find a servant to show the way to her bedroom, or

a hairdresser to arrange her curls. She had the honour of entering Oxford

in the last of a long string of carriages which formed the royal procession,

of walking after the Queen all day through refectories and chapels, and of

standing, half dead with fatigue and hunger, while her august mistress was

seated at an excellent cold collation. At Magdalene College, Frances was

left for a moment in a parlour, where she sank down on a chair. A good-

natured equerry saw that she was exhausted, and shared with her some
apricots and bread, which he had wisely put into his pockets. At that

moment the door opened ; the Queen entered ; the wearied attendants sprang
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up ; the bread and fruit were hastily concer.led. *' 1 found," says poor Miss
Bumey, " that our appetites were to be supposed annihilnted. at the same
moment that our strength was to l)e invincible."

Yet Oxford, seen even under such disadvantages, *' revived in her," to use

her own words, " n consciousness to pleasure which had long lain nearly dor-

mant." She forijot, during one moment, that she was a waiting maid, and
felt as a woman of tnie genius might be expected to feel amivlst venerable

remains of antiquity, lieautiful works of art, vast repositories of knowledge,
and memorials of the illustrious dead. Had she still been what she was
t)efore her father induced her to take the most fatal step of her life, we can

easily imagine what pleasure she would have derived from a visit to the

noblest of Knglish cities. She might, indeed, have been forced to travel in

a hack chaise, and might not have worn so fine a go\\-n of Chambery gauze
xs that in which she t<}tteicd after the royal party ; but with what deligiit

would she have then paced the cloisters of .Nlagdalene, compared the antique

gloom of Merton with the splendour of Christ Church, and looked down
from the dome of the KadclitTe Library on the magnificent sea of turrets and
battlements below ! How gladly would learned men have laid aside for a

few hours Pindar's Odes and Aristotle's Ethics, to escort the author of Cecilia

from college to college ! What neat little banquets would she have found

set out in their monastic cells ! With what eagerness would pictures, medals,

and illuminated missals have been brought forth from the most mysterious

cabinets for her amusement ! How much she would have had to hear and
to tell about Johnson, as she walked over Pembroke, and about RejTiolds,

in the ante-chapel of New College ! But these indulgences were not for one
who had sold herself into bondage.
About eighteen months after the visit to Oxford, another event diversified

the wearisome life which Frances led at court. Warren Hastings was
brought to the bar of the House of Peers. The Queen and Princesses were
present when the trial commenced, and Miss Bumey was permitted to attend.

During the subsequent proceedings a day nde for the .same purpose was
occasionally granted to her ; for the Queen took the strongest interest in the

trial, and, when she could not go herself to Westminster Hall, liked to receive

a report of what had passed from a person who had singular powers of obser-

vation, and who was, moreover, acquainted with some of the most distin-

guished managers. The portion of the Diary which relates to this celebrated

proceeding is lively and picturesque. Yet we read it, we own, with pain ;

for it seems to us to prove that the fine understanding of Frances Bumey
was beginning to feel the pernicious influence of a mode of life which is as

incompatible with health of mind xs the air of the Pomptine marshes with

health of body. From the first day she e-pouses the cause of Hxstings with

a presumptuous vehemence and acrimony quite inconsistent with the modesty
and suavity of her ordinary deportment. She shudders when Burke enters

the Hall at the head of the Commons. She pronounces him the cruel

oppres^^or of an innocent man. She is at a loss to conceive how the managers
can look at the defendant, and not blush. Windham comes to her from the

manager's box, to offer her refreshment. "But," says she, *'
I could not

break bread with him." Then, again, she exclaims, " .Ah, Mr Windham,
how came you ever engngefl in so cruel, so unjust a cause?" "Mr Burke
saw me," she says, "and he bowed with the most marked civility of man-
ner." This, be it observed, wxs just after his opening speech, a speech
which had produced a mighty effect, and which, certainly, no other orator

that ever lived could have made. " My cuitsy," she continues, " was the

most ungrateful, distant, and cold ; I could not do othenvise ; so hurt 1 felt

to .see him the head of such a cause." Now, not only had Burke treattjdher

with constant kindness, but the very last act which he performed on the day
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on which he was turned out of the Pay Office, about four years before this

trial, was to make Doctor Burney organist of Chelsea Hospital. When, at

the Westminster election, Doctor Burney was divided between his gratitude

for this favour and his Tory opinions, Burke in the noblest manner disclaimed
all right to exact a sacrifice of principle. " You have little or no obligations

to me," he wrote ;

'' but if you had as many as I really wish it were in my
power, as it is certainly in my desire, to lay on you, I hope you do not think

me capable of conferring them, in order to subject your mind or your affairs

to a painful and mischievous sei-vitude." Was this a man to be uncivilly

treated by a daughter of Doctor Burney, because she chose to differ from him
respecting a vast and most complicated question, which he had studied deeply
during many years, and which she had never studied at all ? It is clear,

from Miss Burney's own narrative, that, when she behaved so unkindly to

Mr Burke, she did not even know of what Hastings was accused. One thing,

however, she must have known, that Burke had been able to convince a

House of Commons, bitterly prejudiced against himself, that the charges
were well founded, and that Pitt and Dundas had concurred with Fox and
Sheridan, in supporting the impeachment. Surely a woman of far inferior

abilities to Miss Burney might have been expected to see that this never
could have happened unless there had been a strong case against the late

Governor-General. And there was, as all reasonable men now admit, a
strong case against him. That there were gre^at public services to be set off

against his great crimes is perfectly trae. But his services and his crimes
were equally unknown to the lady who so confidently asserted his perfect

innocence, and imputed to his accusers, that is to say, to all the greatest

men of all parties in the state, not merely error, but gross injustice and
barbarity.

She had, it is true, occasionally seen Mr Hastings and had found his

manners and conversation agreeable. But surely she could not be so weak
as to infer from the gentleness of his deportment in a drawing-room, that

he was incapable of committing a great state crime, under the influence of

ambition and revenge. A silly Miss, fresh from a boarding school, might
fall into such a mistake ; but the woman who had drawn the character of

Mr Monckton should have known better.

The tnith is that she had been too long at Court. She v/as sinking into a

slavery worse than that of the body. The iron was beginning to enter into

the soul. Accustomed during many months to watch the eye of a mistress,

to receive with boundless gratitude the slightest mark of royal condescension,

to feel wretched at every symptom of royal displeasure, to associate only
with spirits long tamed and broken in, she was degenerating into something
fit for her place. Queen Charlotte was a violent partisan of Hastings, had
received presents from him, and had so far departed from the severity

of her virtue as to lend her countenance to his wife, whose conduct had
certainly been as reprehensible as that of any of the frail beauties who
were then rigidly excluded from the English Court. The King, it was well

known, took the same side. To the King and Queen all the members of

the household looked submissively for guidance. The impeachment, there-

fore, was an atrocious persecution ; the managers were rascals ; the defend-

ant was the most deserving and the worst used man in the kingdom. This
was the cant of the whole palace, from Gold Stick in Waiting, do\vn to the

Table-Deckers and Yeomen of the Silver Scullery ; and Miss Huniey canted

like the rest, though in livelier tones, and with less bitter feelings.

The account which she has given of the King's illness contains much
excellent narrative and description, and will, we think, be as much valued

by the historians of a future age as any equal portion of Pepy's or Evelyn's

Diaries. Thai account shows also how affectionate and compassionate her

nature was. But it shows also, we must say. that her wav of life was rapidly
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impairing her powers of reasoning and her sense of justice. We do not

mean to discuss, in this place, the question, whether the views of ^r Pitt

or those of Mr Fox respecting the regency were the more correct. It is,

indeed, quite needless to liiscuss that question : for the censure of Miss

Humey falls alike on I'itt and Fox, on majority and minority. She is angry

with tile House of Commons for presuming to inquire whether the King was
mad or not, and whether there was a chance of his recovering his senses.

"A melancholy day," she writes ; "news bad both at home and abroad.

At home the dear unhappy king still worse ; abroad new examinations voted

of the physicians. Good heavens ! what an insult does this seem from

Parliamentary power, to investigate and bring forth to the world every cir-

cumstance of such a malady as is ever held sacred to secrecy in the most

private families I How indignant we all feel here, no words can say." It

is projier to observe, that the motion which roused all this indignation at

Kew was made by Mr Pitt himself. AVe see, therefore, that the loyalty of

the minister, who was then generally regarded as the most heroic champion

of his Prince, was lukewarm indeed when compared with the boiling zeal

which filled the pages of the backstairs and the women of the bedchamber,

(^f the Regency Bill, Pitt's own bill, Miss Bumey speaks with horror. "I
shuddered," she says, '• to hear it named." And again, " Oh, how dreadful

will be the day when that unhappy bill takes place ! I cannot approve the

plan of it." The truth is that Mr'Pitt, whether a wise and upright states-

man or not, was a statesman ; and whatever motives he might have for

imposing restrictions on the regent, felt that in some way or other there must
be some provision made for the execution of some part of the kingly office,

or that no government would be left in the country. But this was a matter

of which the household never thought. It never occurred, as far as we can

see, to the Exons and Keepers of the Robes, that it was necessary that there

should be somewhere or other a power in the state to pass laws, to preserve

order, to pardon criminals, to fill up offices, to negotiate with foreign govern-

ments, to command the army and navy. Nay, these enlightened politicians,

and Miss Bumey among the rest, seem to have thought that any person who
considered the subject with reference to the public interest, showed himself

tt> be a bad-hearted man. Nobody wonders at this in a gentleman usher;

but it is melancholy to see genius sinking into such debasement.

During more than two years after the King's recovery, Frances dragged

on a miserable existence at the palace. The consolations, which had for a

time mitigated the wTetchedness of servitude, were one by one withdrawn.

Mrs Delany, whose society had been a great resource when the Court was
at Windsor, was now dead. One of the gentlemen of the royal establish-

ment. Colonel Digby, appears to have been a man of sense, of taste, of some
reading, and of prepossessing manners. Agreeable associates were scarce

in the prison house, and he and Miss Bumey therefore naturally became
attached to each other. She owns that she valued him as a friend ; and it

would not have been strange if his attentions had led her to entertain for him
a sentiment warmer than friendship. He quitted the Court, and married in

a way which astonished Miss Bumey greatly, and which evidently wounded
her feelings, and lowered him in her esteem. The palace grew duller and

duller ; Madame Schwellenl)erg became more and more savage and insolent

;

and now the health of poor F"rances began to give way ; and all who saw
her pale face, her emaciated figure, and her feeble walk, predicted that her

sufferings would soon be over.

Frances uniformly speaks of her royal mistress, and of the princesses, with

respect and affection. The princesses seem to have well deser\'ed all the

praise which is bestowe<l on them in the Diary. They were, we doubt not,

most amiable women. But "the sweet queen," as she is constantly called

in these volumes, is not by any means an object of admiration to us. She
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had undoubtedly sense enough to know what kind of deportment suited her
high station, and selfcommand enough to maintain that deportment invari-

ably. She was, in her intercourse with Miss Burney, generally gracious and
affable, sometimes, when displeased, cold and reserved, but never, under
any circumstances, rude, peevish, or violent. She knew how to dispense,

gracefully and skilfully, those little civilities which, when paid by a sovereign,

are prized at many times their intrinsic value ; how to pay a compliment

;

how to lend a book ; how to ask after a relation. But she seems to have
been utterly regardless of the comfort, the health, the life of her attendants,

when her own convenience was concerned. Weak, feverish, hardly able to

stand, Frances had still to rise before seven, in order to dress the sweet Queen,
and to sit up till midnight, in order to undress the sweet Queen. The in-

disposition of the handmaid could not, and did not, escape the notice of her

royal mistress. But the established doctrine of the Court was, that all sick-

ness was to be considered as a pretence until it proved fatal. The only way
in which the invalid could clear herself from the suspicion of malingering, a,s

it is called in the army, was to go on lacing and unlacing, till she fell down
dead at the royal feet. "This," Miss Burney wrote, when she was .suffering

cnielly from sickness, watching, and labour, "is by no means from hardness
of heart ; far otherwise. There is no hardness of heart in any one of them

;

but it is prejudice, and want of personal experience."

Many strangei's .sympathized with the bodily and mental sufferings of this

distinguished woman. All who saw her saw that her frame was sinking,

that her heart was breaking. The last, it should seem, to observe the change
was her father. At length, in spite of himself, his eyes were opened. In

May, 1790, his daughter had an interview of three hours with him, the only

long interview which they had had since he took her to Windsor in 1786.

She told him that she was miserable, that she was worn with attendance

and wane of sleep, that she had no comfort in life, nothing to love, nothing

to hope, mat her family and friends were to her as though they were not,

and were remembered by her as men remember the dead. From daybreak
to midnight the same killing labour, the §ame recreations, more hateful than

labour itself, followed each other without variety, without any interval of

liberty and repose.

The Doctor was greatly dejected by this news ; l)ut was too goodnalured
a man not to say that, if she wished to resign, his house and arms were open
to her. Still, however, he could not bear to remove her from the Court.

His veneration for royalty amounted in truth to idolatry. It can be com-
pared only to the grovelling superstition of those Syrian devotees who made
their children pass through the fire to Moloch. When he induced his

daughter to accept the place of keeper of the robes, he entertained, as

she tells us, a hope that some worldly advantage or other, not .set down in

the contract of service, would be the result of her connection with the Court.

What advantage he expected we do not know, nor did he probably know
himself. But, whatever he expected, he certainly got nothing. Miss Burney
had been hired for board, lodging, and two hundred a 3'ear. Board, lodg-

ing, and two hundred a year, she had duly received. We have looked care-

fully through the Diary, in the hope of finding some trace of those extra-

ordinary benefactions on which the Doctor reckoned. But we can discover

only a promise, never performed, of a gown : and for this promise Miss
Bumey was expected to return thanks, such as might have suited the beggar
with whom Saint Martin, in the legend, divided his cloak. The experience

of four years was, however, insufficient to dispel the illusion which had
taken possession of the Doctor's mind ; and, between the dear father and
the sweet Queen, there seemed to be little doubt that some day or other

Frances would drop down a corpse. Six months had elapsed since the in-
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terview lictwccn (he parent and the daughter. Thfe resignation was not sent

in. The suderer grew worse and worse. She took bark ; but it soon ceased

to protluce a beneficial etTect. She was stimulated with wine ; she was
soothed with opium ; but in vain. Her breath began to fail. The whisper

that she was in a decline spread through the Court. The i)ain.s in her side

became so severe that she was forced to crawl from the card-table of the

old Fury to whom siie was tethered, tluee or four times in an evening, for

the purp<3se of taking hartshorn. Had she been a negro slave, a humane
planter would have excused her from work. But her Majesty showed no
mercy. Thrice a day the accursed bell still rang ; the Queen was still to

be dressed fur the nioniing at seven, and to be dressed for the day at noon,

and to lie umlressetl at miilnight.

But there had arisen, in literary and fashionable society, a general feeling

of compassion for Miss Burney, and of indignation against both her fathej

and the Queen. " Is it possible," said a gieat French lady to the Doctor,
" that your daughter is in a situation where she is never allowed a holiday ?

"

Horace Walpole wrote to Frances, to express his sympathy. Boswell, boil-

ing over with good-natured rage, almost forced an entrance into the palace

to see her. " My dear ma'am, why do you stay ? It won't do, ma'am
;

you mijst resign. We can put up with it no longer. Some very violent

measures, I assure you, will Ije taken. We .shall address Dr Fiurney in a

bcKly." Burke and Reynolds, though less noisy, were zealous in the same
cause. Windham spoke to Dr Burney ; but found him still irresolute. " I

will set the club upon him," cried Windham ;
" Miss Burney has some very

true admirers there, and I am sure they will eagerly assist." Indeed the

Burney family seem to have Wen apprehensive that some public affront, such
as the Doctor's unpardonable folly, to use the mildest tenn, had richly de-

served, would be put upon him. The medical men spoke out, and plainly

told him that his daughter must resign or die.

At last paternal affection, medical authority, and the voice of all London
cr)'ing shame, triumphed over Dr Bumey's love of courts. He determined
that Frances should write a letter of resignation. It was with difficulty that,

though her life was at stake, she mustered spirit to put the paper into the

Queen's hands. " I could not," so runs the Diary, "summon courage to

present my memorial : my heart always failed me from seeing the Queen's
entire freedom from such an expectation. For though I was fiequently .so

ill in her presence that I could hardly stand, I saw she concluded me, while

life remained, inevitably hers."

At last with a trembling hand the paper was delivered. Then came the

storm. Juno, as in the /lineid, delegated the work of vengeance to Alecto.

The Queen was calm and gentle ; but Madame Schwellenberg raved like a

maniac in the incurable ward of Bedlam I Such insolence ! Such ingrati-

tude ! Such folly ! Would Miss Burney bring utter destruction on herself

and her family? WouM slie throw away the inestimable advantage of royal

protection ? Would she part with privileges which, once relinquished, could
never be regained ? It wa-s idle to talk of health and life. If people could
not live in the palace, the best thing that could befall them was to die in it.

llie resignation was nut accepted. The language of the medical men be-

came stronger and stronger. Dr Bumey's parental fears were fully rou.sed

;

and he explicitly declared, in a letter meant to be shown to the Queen, that

his daughter must retire. The Schwellenberg raged like a wild cat. "A
scene almost horrible ensued," says Miss Burney. " She was too much en-

raged for disguise, and uttered tlie most furious expressions of indignant
conten.pt at our proceedings. I am sure she would gladly have confined
us both in the Bastille, had England such a misery, as a fit place to bring

us ty ourselves, from a dariny so outrageous, against imperial wishes. " This
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passage deserves notice, as being the only one in the Diary, so far as we
have observed, which shows Miss Bumey to have been aware that she was
a native of a free country, that she could not be pressed for a waiting-maid

against her will, and that she had just as good a right to live, if she chose,

in Saint Martin's Street, as Queen Charlotte had to live in Saint James's.

The Queen promised that, after the next birthday, Miss Bumey should be
set at liberty. But the promise was ill kept ; and her Majesty showed dis-

pleasure at being reminded of it. At length Frances was informed that in

a fortnight her attendance should cease. " I heard this," she says, " with

a fearful presentiment I should surely never go through another fortnight,

in so weak and languishing and painful a state of health. ... As the time

of separation approached, the Queen's cordiality rather diminished, and
traces of internal displeasure appeared sometimes, arising from an opinion I

ought rather to have struggled on, live or die, than to quit her. Yet T am
sure she saw how poor was my own chance, except by a change in the mode
of life, and at least ceased to wonder, though she could not approve. " Sweet
Queen ! What noble candour, to admit that the undutifulness of people,

who did not think the honour of adjusting her tuckers worth the sacrifice of

their own lives, was, though highly criminal, not altogether unnatural.

We perfectly understand her Majesty's contempt for the lives of others

where her owti pleasure was concerned. But what pleasure she can have
found in having Miss Bui'ney about her, it is not so easy to comprehend.
That Miss Bumey was an eminently skilful keeper of the robes is not very

probable. Few women, indeed, had paid less attention to dress. Now and
then, in the course of five years, she had been asked to read aloud or to

write a copy of verses. But better readers might easily have been found :

and her verses were worse than even the Poet Laureate's Birthday Odes.

Perhaps that economy, which was among her Majesty's most conspicuous

virtues, had something to do with her conduct on this occasion. Miss Bumey
had never hinted that she expected a retiring pension ; and indeed would
gladly have given the little that she had for freedom. But her Majesty

knew what the public thought, and what became her own dignity. She
could not for very shame suffer a woman of distinguished genius, who had
quitted a lucrative career to wait on her, who had served her faithfully for a

pittance during five years, and whose constitution had been impaired by
labour and watching, to leave the court without som.e mark of royal liber-

ality. George the Third, who, on all occasions where Miss Burney was
concemed, seems to have behaved like an honest, goodnatured gentleman,

felt this, and said plainly that she was entitled to a provision. At length,

in return for all the misery which she had undergone, and for the health

which she had sacrificed, an annuity of one hundred pounds was granted to

her, dei)endent on the Queen's pleasure.

Then the prison was opened, and Frances was free once more. Johnson,

as Burke observed, might have added a striking page to his poem on the

Vanity of Human Wishes, if he had lived to see his little Bumey as she went
into the palace and as she came out of it.

The pleasures, so long uutasted, of liberty, of friendship, of domestic

affection, were almost too acute for her shattered frame. But happy days

and tranquil nights soon restored the health which the Queen's toilette and

Madame Schwellenberg's card-table had impaired. Kind and anxious faces

surrounded the invalid. Conversation the most polished and brilliant re-

vived her spirits. Travelling was recommended to her ; and she rambled

by easy journeys from cathedral to cathedral, and from watering place to

watering place. She crossed the New Forest, and visited Stonehenge and

Wilton, the cliffs of Lyme, and the beautiful valley of Sidmouth. Thence
she journeyed by Powderham Castle, and by the mins of Glastonbury Abbey
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to Bath, and from Bath, when the winter was approacliinfj, returned well

and cheerful to l^jndon. There she visited her olddunyeon, and found her

successor alreatly far on the way to the grave, and kept to strict duty, from
morning till iniduij^ht, with a sprained ankle and a nervous fever.

At this time England swarmed with French exiles driven irom their

country by the Revolution. A colonyofthe.se refugees settled at Juniper
Hall in Surrey, not far from Norbury Park, where Mr Lock, an intimate

friend of the Bumcy family, resided. Frances visited Norbury, and was
mtroduced to the strangers. She had strong prejudices against them ; for

her Toryism was far beyond, we do not say that of Mr Pitt, but that of Mr
Reeves ; and the inmates of Juniper Hall were all attached to the constitu-

tion of 1791, and were therefore more detested by the royalists o{ the first

emigration than Petion or Marat. But such a woman as Miss Burney could
not long resist the fascination of that remarkable society. She had lived

with Johnson and Windham, with Mrs Montague and Mrs Thrale. Yet
she was forced to own that she had never heard conversation before. The
most animate4 eloquence, the keenest observation, the most sparkling wit,

the most courtly grace, were united to charm her. For Madame de Stael
WPS there, and M. de Talleyrand. There too was M. de Narbonne, a noble
representative of French aristocracy ; and with M. de Narbonne was his

friend and follower General D'Arblay, an honourable and amiable man, with
a handsome person, frank soldierlike manners, and some taste for letters.

The prejudices which Frances had conceived against the constitutional

royalists of France rapidly vanished. She listened with rapture to Talley-

rand and Madame de Stael, joined with M. D'Arblay in execrating the

Jacobins and in weeping for the unhappy Bourbons, took French lessons

from him, fell in love with him, and married him on no better provision
than a precarious annuity of one hundred pounds.

Here the Diary stops for the present. We will, therefore, bring our
narrative to a speedy close, by rapidly recounting the most important events
which we know to have befallen Madame D'Arblay during the latter part

of her life.

M. D'Arblay's fortune had perished in the general wreck of the French
Revolution ; and in a foreign country his talents, whatever they may have
been, could scarcely make him rich. The task oi providing for the family
devolved on his wife. In the year 1796, she published by subscription her
third novel, Camilla. It wxs impatiently expected by the public ; and the

sum which she obtained for it was, we believe, greater than had ever at that

time been received for a novel. We have heard that she cleared more
than three thousand guineas. But we give this merely as a rumour. Ca-
milla, however, never attained popularity like that which Evelina and Cecilia

had enjoyed ; and it must be allowed that there was a perceptible falling off,

not indeed in humour or in power of portraying character, but in grace and
in purity of style.

We have heard that, about this time, a tragedy by Madame d'Arblay was
performed without success. We do not know whether it was ever printed ;

nor indeed have we had time to make any researches into its history or merits.

During the short truce which followed the treaty of Amiens, M. D'Arblay
visited France. I^auriston and I^ Fayette represented his claims to the
French government, and obtained a promise that he should be reinstated in

his military rank. M. D'.-\rblay, however, insisted that he should never be
required to serve against the countrymen of his wife. The First Consul, of

course, would not hear of such a condition, and ordered the general's com-
mission to be instantly revokeil.

Madame D'Arblay joined her husband at Paris, a short time before the
war of 1803 broke out, and remamed in France ten years, cut off from almost
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all intercourse with the land of her birth. At length, when Napoleon waS
on his march to Moscow, she with great difficulty obtained from his ministers

permission to visit her own countrj', in company with her son, who was a

native of England. She returned ni time to receive the last blessing of her

father, who died in his eighty-seventh year. In 1814 she published hei

last novel, the Wanderer, a booh which no judicious friend to her memorj
will attempt to draw from the oblivion into which it has justly fallen. Ir

the same year her son Alexander was sent to Cambridge. He obtained ari

honourable place among the \\'ranglers of his year, and was elected a fellow

of Christ's College. But his reputation at the University was higher than

might be inferred from his success in academical, contests. His French
education had not fitted him for the examinations of the Senate House ; but,

in pure mathematics, we have been assured by some of his competitors that

he had very few equals. He went into the church, and it was thought likely

that he would attain high eminence as a preacher ; but he died before his

mother. All that we have heard of him leads us to believe that he was
such a son as such a mother deserved to have. In 1832, Madame D'Arblay
published the memoirs of her father ; and on the 6th of January, 1840, she

died in her eighty-eighth year.

We now turn from the life of Madame D'Arblay to her writings. There
can, we apprehend, be little difference of opinion as to the nature of her

merit, whatever differences may exist as to its degree. She was emphatically

what Johnson called her, a charactermongen It was in the exhibition of

human passions and whims tlrat^her^tfCngtli" lay ; and in this department
of art she had, we think, very distinguished skill.

But in order that we may, according to our duty as kings at arms, versed

in the laws of literary precedence, marshal her to the exact seat to which
she is entitled, we must cany our examination somewhat further.

There is, in one respect, a remarkable analogy between the faces and the

minds of men. No tv/o faces are alike ; and yet very few faces deviate veiy

widely from the common standard. Among the eighteen hundred thousand
human beings who inhabit London, there is not one who could be taken by
his acquaintance for another

; yet we may walk from Paddington to Mile
End without seeing one person in whom any feature is so overcharged that

we turn round to stare at it. An infinite number of varieties lies between
limits which are not very far asunder. The specimens which pass those

limits on either side, form a very small minority.

It is the same with the characters of m£n. Here, too, the variety passes

all enumeration. But the cases m which the deviation from the common
standard is striking and grotesque, are very few. In one mind avarice pre-

dominates ; in another, pride ; in a third, love of pleasure
;
just as in one

countenance the nose is the most marked feature, while in others the chief

expression lies in the brow, or in the lines of the mouth. But there are veiy

few countenances in which nose, brow, and mouth do not contribute, though
in unequal degrees, to the general effect ; and so there are very few characters

in which one overgrown propensity makes all others utterly insignificant.

It is evident tiiat a portrait painter, who was able only to represent faces

and figures such as those which we pay money to see at fairs, would not,

however spirited his execution might be, take rank among the highest artists.

He must always be placed below those who have skill to seize peculiarities

which do not amount to deformity. The slighter those peculiarities, the

greater is the merit of the limner who can catch them and transfer them to

his canvass. To paint Daniel Lambert or the living skeleton, the pig faced

lady or the Siamese twins, so that nobody can mistake them, is an exploit

within the reach of a signpainter. A third-rate artist might give us the

squint of Wilkes, and the depressed nosp and protuberant cheeks of Gibbon.
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It would require a nnich higher degree of skill to paint two such men as Mr
Canning and Sir Tlionias Lawrence, so that nobody who had ever seen them
could for a moment hesitate to assign each picture to its original. Here the

mere caricaturist would be quite at fault. He would find in neither face

any thing on which he could lay hold for the purpose of making a distinc-

tion. Two ample bald fonheads, two regular prt>files, two full faces of the

same oval form, would baffle his art ; and he would be reduced to the mis-

erable shift of writing their names at the foot of his picture. Vet there was
a great difference ; and a person who had seen them once would no more
have mistaken one of them for the other than he would have mistaken Mr
Pitt for Mr Fox. But the ilitTcrence lay in delicate lineaments and shades,

reserved for i>encils of a rare order.

This distinction runs through all the imitative arts. Foote's mimicry was
exquisitely ludicrous, but it was all caricature. He could lake off" only some
strange peculiarity, a stammer or a lisp, a Northumbrian burr or an Iri.sh

brogue, a stoop or a shullle. "If a man," said Johnson, "hops on one

leg, Foote can hop on one leg." Garrick, on the other hand, could seize

those differences of manner and pronunciation, which, though highly char-

acteristic, are yet too slight to be described. Foote, we have no doubt, could

have made the Haymarket theatre shake with laughter by imitating a con-

versation between a Scotchman and a Somer.-etshireman. But Garrick could

have imitated a conversation between two fashionable men, both models of

the best breeding. Lord Chesterfield, for example, and Lord Albemarle, so

that no person could doubt which was which, although no person could

say that, in any point, either Lord Chesterfield cr Lord Albemarle spoke
or moved otherwise than in conformity with the usages of the best society.

The same distinction is found in the drama and in fictitious narrative.

Highest among those who have exhibited human nature by means of dia-

logue, stands Shakspcare. His variety is like the variety of nature, endless

diversity, scarcely any monstrosity. The characters of which he has given

us an impression, as vivid as that which we receive from the characters of

our own associates, are to be reckoned by scores. Vet in all these scores\

hardly one character is to be found which deviates widely from the common I

standard, and which we should call very eccentric if we met it in real life. Y
The silly notion that every man has one ruling passion, and that this clue,

once known, unravels all the mysteries of his conduct, finds no countenance/'

in the plays of Shakspeare. There man appears as he is, made up of a'

crowd of passions, which contend for the mastery over him, and govern him
in turn. What is Hamlet's ruling passion ? Or Othello's? Or Hairy the

Fifth's? OrWolsey's? Or Lear's ? OrShylock's? Or Benedick's ? Or
Macbeth's ? Or that of Cassius ? Or that of Fakonbridge ? But we might

go on for ever. Take a single example, Shylock. Is he so eager for money
as to be indifferent to revenge ? Or so eager for revenge as to be indifferent

to money ? Or so bent on l)oth together as to be indifferent to the honour
of his nation and tlie law of Moses ? All his propensities are mingled with

each other, so thfit, in trying to ai)portion to each its proper part, we find

the same difficulty which constantly meets us in real life. A supei-ficial

critic may say, that hatred is Shylock's ruling passion. But how many pas-

sions have amalgamated to form that hatretl? It is partly the result of

wounded pride : Antonio has called him dog. 1 1 is partly the result of cove-

tousness : Antonio has hindered him of half a million ; and, when Antonio
is gone, there will l)e no limit to the gains of usury. It is partly the result of

national and religious feeling : .\ntonio has spit on the Jewish gabardine ;

and the oath of revenge has been sworn by the Jewish Sabbath. We might
go through all the characters which we have mentioned, and through fifty

more in the same way : for it is the constant maimer of Shakspeare to re-
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present the human mind as lying, not under the absolute dominion of one
despotic propensity, but under a mixed government, in which a hundred
powers balance each other. Admirable as he was in all parts of his art, we
most admire him for this, that while he has left us a greater number of strik-

ing portraits than all other dramatists put together, he has scarcely left us
a single caricature.

Shakspeare has had neither equal nor second. But among the writers who,
in the point which we have noticed, have approached nearest to the manner
of the great master, we have no hesitation in placing Jane Austen, a woman
of whom England is justly proud. She has given us a multitude of char-

acters, all, in a certain sense, commonplace, ail such as we meet every day.

Yet they are all as perfectly discriminated from each other as if they were
the most eccentric of human beings. There are, for example, four clergy-

men, none of whom we should be surprised to find in any parsonage in the

kingdom, Mr Edward Ferrars, Mr Henry Tilney, Mr Edmund Bertram, and
Mr Elton. They are all specimens of the upper part of the middle class.

They have all been liberally educated. They all lie under the restraints of

the same sacred profession. They are all young. They are all in love.

Not one of them has any hobby-horse, to use the phrase of Sterne. Not
one has a ruling passion, such as we read of in Pope. Who would not have
expected them to be insipid likenesses of each other? No such thing.

Harpagon is not more unlike to Jourdain, Joseph Surface is not more unlike

to Sir Lucius O'Trigger, than every one of Miss Austen's young divines to

all his reverend bretliren. And almost all this is done by touches so deli-

cate, that they elude analysis, that they defy the powers of description, and
that we know them to exist only by the general effect to which they have
contributed.

A line must be drawn, we conceive, between artists of this class, and those

poets and novelists whose skill lies in the exhibiting of what Ben Jonson
called humours. The wo'ds of Ben are so much to the purpose that we will

quote them :

" When some one peculiar quality
Doth so possess a man, that it doth draw
All his affects, his spirits, and his powers.
In their contluxions all to run one way,
This may be truly said to be a humour."

There are undoubtedly persons, in whom humours such as Ben describes

have attained a complete ascendency. The avarice of Elwes, the insane de-

sire of Sir Egerton Brydges for a barony to which he had no more right than

to the crown of Spain, the malevolence which long meditation or imaginary
wrongs generated in the gloomy mind of Bellingham, are instances. The
feeling which animated Clarkson and other virtuous men against the slave-

trade and slavery, is an instance of a more honourable kind.

Seeing that such humours exist, we cannot deny that they are proper sub-

jects for the imitations of art. But we conceive that the imitation of such
humours, however skilful and amusing, is not an achievement of the highest

order ; and, as such humours are rare in real life, they ought, we conceive,

to be sparingly introduced into works which profess to he pictures of real

life. Nevertheless, a writer may show so mucli genius in the exhibition of

these humours as to be fairly entitled to a distinguished and permanent rank

among classics. The chief seats of all, however, the places on the dais and

ander the canopy, are reserved for the few who have excelled in the difficult

art of portraying characters in which no single feature is extravagantly over-

charged, -'

If we have expounded the law soundly, we can have no difficulty in apply-

ing it to the particular case before us. Madame D'Arblay has leftus scarcely

any thing but humours. Almost every one of her men and women has some
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one propensity developed to a morbid degree. In Cecilia, for example, Mr
Deh-ile never opens his lips without some allusion to his own birth and
station ; or Mr Briggs, -.vilhout some allusion to Uie hoarding of money ; or
Mr Hobson, without betraying the selhndulgence and .selhmporlani.e of a
purseproud upstart ; or Mr Simkins, without uttering some sneaking remark
for the purpose of curr)ing favour with his customers ; or Mr Meadows,
without expressing apathy and weariness of life ; or Mr Albany, without
declaiming about the vices of the rich and tlie misery of the iX)or ; or Mrs
Belfield, without some indelicate eulogy on her son ; or Lady Margaret,
without indicating jealousy of her husband. Morrice is all skipping, officious

impertinencov Mr Gosport all sarcasm. Lady Honoria all lively prattle, Misj
l-arolles all silly prattle. Ifever Madame D'Arblay aimed at more, we dv
not think that she succeeded well.

We are, therefore, forced to refuse to Madame D'Arblay a place in the
highest rank of art ; but we cannot deny that, in the rank to which she be-
longed, she had few equals. ?nrl «;i^prr<»lY nny gnp^rinr^ The Variety of

humours wnicn is to be fouiid in her novels is immense ; and th<jugh the
talk of each person separately is monotonous, the general effect is nut mono-
tony, but a very lively and agreeable diversity. Her plots are rudely con-
structed and improbable, if we^onsklcr them inTTieinsclves. But they are

admiiabty framed for fhe'pi^jose of e.\hibitiiiij striking groups of eccentric

characters, each governed Tiyhis own peculiar whim, eacFTaTking his owiL,
pecuhar jargon, and eachl^rmgang out by opposition the oddities of all the
rest. We will give one example out of many which occur to us. All prob-

~Sttitfity is violated in order to bnng Mr Delvile, Mr Briggs, Mr Hobson, and
Mr Albany into a room together. But when we have them there, we soon
forget probability in the exquisitely ludicrous effect which is produced by the
conflict of four old fools, each raging with a monomania of his own, each
talking a dialect of his own, and each intlaming all the others anew every
time he opens his mouth.
Madame D'Arblay was most successful in comedy, and indeed in comedy

which bordered on farce. But we are inclined to infer from some passages,
both in CeciUa and Camilla, that she might have attained equal distinction

in the pathetic. We have formed this judgment, less from those ambitious
scenes of distress which lie near the catastrophe of each of those novels, than
from some exquisite strokes of natural tenderness which take us here and
there by surprise. We would mention as examples, Mrs Hill's account of

her little boy's death in Cecilia, and the parting of Sir Hugh Tyrold and
Camilla, when the honest baronet thinks himself dying.

It is melancholy to think that the whole fame of .Madame D'Arblay rests

en what she did during the earlier half of her life, and that every thing which
she published during the forty-three years which preceded her death, lowered
her reputation. Yet we have no reason to think that at the time when her
faculties ought to have been in their maturity, they were smitten with any
blight. In the Wanderer, we catch now and then a gleam of her genius.
Even in the Memoirs of her father, there is no trace of dotage. They are
very bad ; but they are so, as it seems to us, not from a decay of power, but
from a total per\-ersion of power.
The truth is, that Madame D'.A.rblay's style underwent a gradual and most

pernicious change, a change which, in degree at least, we believe to be unex-
ampled in literary hLstor)-, and of which it may be useful to trace the progress.
When she wrote her letters to Mr Crisp, her early journals, and her first

novel, her style was not indeed brilliant or energetic ; but it was easy, clear,

and free from all offensive faults. When she wrote Cecilia she aimed higher.
.She had then lived much in a circle of which Johnson was the centre ; and
she was herself one of his most submissive worshippers. It seems never to
have crossed her mind that the style even of his best writings was by no
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means faultless, and that even had it been faultless, it might not be wise in

her to imitate it. Phraseology which is proper in a disquisition on the

Unities, or in a preface to a Dictionary, may be quite out of place in a tale

of fashionable life. Old gentlemen do not criticize the reigning modes, nor

do young gentlemen make love, with the balanced epithets and sonorous

cadences which, on occasions of great dignity, a skilful writer may use with

happy effect.

In an evil hour the author of Evelina took the Rambler for her model.
This would not have been wise even if she could have imitated her pattern

as well as Hawkesworth did. But such imitation was beyond her power.

She had her own style. It was a tolerably good one ; and might, without
any violent change, have been improved into a very good one. She deter-

mined to throw it away, and to adopt a style in which she could attain

excellence only by achieving an almost miraculous victory over nature and
over habit. She could cease to be Fanny Bumey ; it was not so easy to

become Samuel Johnson.
In Ceciliu the change of manner began to appear. But in Cecilia the

imitation of Johnson, though not always in the best taste, is sometimes
eminentlyhappy ; and the passages which are so verbose as to be positively

offensive, are few. There were people who whispered that Johnson had
assisted his young friend, and that the novel owed all its finest passages to

his hand. This was merely the fabrication of envy. Miss Bumey's real

excellences were as much beyond the reach of Johnson, as his real excel-

lences were beyond her reach. He could no more have written the Mas-
querade scene, or the Vauxhall scene, than she could have written the Life

of Cowley or the Review of Soame Jenyns. But we have not the smallest

doubt that he revised Cecilia, and that he retouched the style of many pas-

sages. We know that he was in the habit of giving assistance of this kind

most freely. Goldsmith, Hawkesworth, Boswell, Lord Hailes, Mrs Wil-
liams, were among those who obtained his help. Nay, he even corrected

the poetry of Mr Crabbe, whom, we believe, he had never seen. When
Miss Bumey thought of writing a comedy, he promised to give her his best

counsel, though he owned that he was not particularly well qualified to

advise on matters relating to the stage. We therefore think it in the highest

degree improbable that his little Fanny, when living in habits of the most
affectionate intercourse with him, would have brought out an important work
without consulting him ; and, when we look into Cecilia, we see such traces

of his hand in the grave and elevated passages as it is impossible to mistake.

Before we conclude this article, we will give two or three examples.

When next Madame D'Arblay appeared before the world as a writer, she

was in a very different situation. She would not content herself with the

simple English in which Evelina had been written. She had no longer the

friend, who, we are confident, had polished and strengthened the style of

Cecilia. She had to write in Johnson's manner without Johnson's aid. The
consequence was, that in Camilla every passage which she meant to be fine

is detestable ; and that the book has been saved from condemnation only by
tlie admirable spirit and force of those scenes in which she was content to

be familiar.

But there was to be a still deeper descent. After the publication of Camilla,

Madame D'Arblay resided ten years at Paris. During those years there M^as

scarcely any intercourse between France and England. It was with difficulty

that a short letter could occasionally be transmitted. All Madame D'Arbl.iy's

companions were French. She must have written, spoken, thought, in French.

Ovid exi>ressed his fear that a shorter exile might have affected the purity of

his Latin. During a shorter exile. Gibbon unlearned his native English.

Madame D'Arblay had carried a bad style to France. She brought back a
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style which we are really at a loss to describe. It is a sort of Ijroken John-
sonese, a barbarous patois, bearing the same relation to the language of

Rasselas, which tlie gibberish of the negroes of Jamaica bears to the English
of the House of Lords. Sometimes it reminds us of the finest, that is to say,

the vilest parts, of Mr Gait's novels ; sometimes of the perorations of Exeter
Hall ; sometimes of the leading articles of the Morning Post. But it most
resembles the puffs of Mr Rowland and Dr Go.ss. It matters not what ideas

are clothed in such a style. The genius of Shakspeare and Bacon united,

would not save a work so written from general derision.

It is only by means of specimens that we can enable our readers to judge
how widely ^Iadame D'Arblay's three styles differed from each other.

The following passage was written before she became intimate with John-
son. It is from Evelina.

" Hi-; son <*ems weaker in his understanding, and more gay in his temper ; but his gaiety
is th:it of a foolish ovcrRrown schoolboy, whose mirth consists in noise and disturbance.
He disdains his father for his close attention to business and love of money, though he
seems himself to have no talents, spirit, or generosity to make him superior to either. His
chief delight appears to be in tormenting and ridicuhng his sisters, who in return most
cordially despise him. Miss Branghton, the eldest daughter, is by no means ugly ; but
looks proud, ill-tempered, and conceited. Siie hates the city, lhou'.;h without know-
ing why ; for it is easy to discover she has lived nowhere else. Miss Polly Branghlon is

rather pretty, very foolish, very ignorant, very giddy, and, 1 believe, very good-natured."

This is not a fine style, but simple, perspicuous, and agreeable. We now
come to Cecilia, written during Miss Bumey's intimacy with Johnson ; and
we leave it to our readers to judge whether the following passage was not

at least corrected by his hand.
'" It is rather an im.iginar>' than an actual evil, and though a deep wound to pride, no

offence :o morality. Thus have I laid open to you my whole heart, confessed my per-
plexities, acknowledged my vainglory-, and exposed with equal sincerity the sources of

my doubts and the motives of my decision. Hut now, indeed, how to proceed I know not.

The difficulties which are yet to encounter ^ fear to enumerate, and the petition I have to

urge I have scarce courage to mention. My family, mistaking ambition for honour, and
rank for dignity, have long planned a splendid connection for me, to which, though my
invariable repugnance has stopped any ad\ances, their wishes and their views immove-
ably adhere. 1 am but too certain they will now listen to no other. I dread, therefore,
to make a trial where I despair of success. I know not how to risk a prayer with those
who may silence me by a command."

Take now a speciinen of Madame D'Arblay's later style. This is the

way in which she tells us that her father, on his journey back from the Con-
tinent, caught the rheumatism.

" He was assaulted, during his precipit.itcd return, by the rudest fierceness of wintry
elemental strife ; through which, with bad accommodations and innumerable accidents,

he became a prey to the merciless pangs of the acutest spasmodic rheumatism, which barely
suffered him to reach his home, ere, long and pileously, it confined him, a tortured pri-

soier, to his bed. Such was the check that almost instantly curbed, though it could not
subdue, the rising pleasure of his hopes of entering upon a new species of existence—that

of an approved man of letters ; for it was on the bed of sickness, exchanging the light

wines of France. Italy, and Germany, for the black and loathsome potions of the Apothe-
caries' Hall, writhed by darting stitches, and burning with fiery fever, that he felt the full

force of that sublunary equipoise that seems evermore to hang suspended over the attain-

ment of lone-sought and uncommon felicity, just as it is ripening to burst forth with
enjoyment 1

'

Here is a second passage from Evelina.

" Mrs Selwyn is very kind and attentive to me. .She is extremely clever. Her under-
standing, indeed, m.iy be called masculine; but unfortunately her manners deserve the

same epithet ; for, in studying to acquire the knowledge of the other sex, she has lost all

the softness of her own. In regard to mvself, however, as I h.ive neither courage nor
inclination to argue with her, I have never been personally hurt at her want of gentleness,

a virtue which nevertheless seems so essential a part of the female character, that I find

myself more awkward and less at ease with a woman who wants it more than I do with a
man.

"

,

This is a good style of its kind ; and the following passage from Cecilia is



t')98 DIAR Y AND LETTERS OF MADAME D 'ARBLA V.

also in a good style, though not in a faultless one. We say with confidence,

either Sam Johnson or the Devil.

" Even the imperious Mr Delvile was more supportable here than in London. Secure
in his own castle, he looked round him with a pride of power and possession which sof-

tened while it swelled him. His superiority was undisputed : his will was without control.

He was not, as in the great capital of the kingdom, surrounded by competitors. No
rivalry disturbed his peace ; no equality mortified his greatness. All he saw were either

vassals of his power, or guests bending to his pleasure. He abated, therefore, consider-
aljly the stem gloom of his haughtiness, and soothed his proud mind by the courtesy of
condescension."

We will stake our reputation for critical sagacity on this, that no such
paragraph as that which we have last quoted, can be found in any of Madame
D'Arblay's works except Cecilia. Compare with it the following example
of her later style.

" If beneficence be judged by the happiness which it diffuses, whose claim, by that
proof, shall stand higher than that of Mrs Montagu, from the munificence with which she
celebrated her annual festival for those helpless artificers who perform the most abject

offices of any authorized calling, in being the active guardians of our blazing hearths ?

Not to vain glory, then, but to kindness of heart, should be adjudged the publicity of that

superb charity which made its jetty objects, for one bright morning, cease to consider
themselves as degraded outcasts from all societj'."

We add one or two shorter samples. Sheridan refused to permit his

lovely v/ife to sing in public, and was warmly praised on this account by
Johnson.
"The last of men," says Madame D'Arblay, "was Dr Johnson to have

abetted squandering the delicacy of integrity by nullifying the labours of

talents."

The Club, Johnson's Club, did itself no honour by rejecting on political

grounds two distinguished men, one a Tory, the other a Whig. Madame
D'Arblay tells the story thus :

" A similar ebullition of political rancour

with that which so difficultly had been conquered for Mr Canning foam.ed

over the ballot box to the exclusion of Mr Rogers."
An offence punishable with imprisonment is, in this language, an offence

"which produces incarceration." To be starved to death is "to sink from
inanition into nonentity." Sir Isaac Newton is " the developer of the skies

in their embodied movements ;" and Mrs Thrale, when a party of clever

people sat silent, is said to have been "provoked by the dulness of a taci-

turnity that, in the midst of such renowned interlocutors, produced as

narcotic a torpor as could have been caused by a dearth the most barren of

all human faculties." In truth, it is impossible to look at any page of

Madame D'Arblay's later works without finding flowers of rhetoric like

these. Nothing in the language of those jargonists at whom Mr Gospor;

laughed, nothing in the language of Sir Sedley Clarendel, approaches this

new Euphuism.
It is from no unfriendly feeling to Madame D'Arblay's memory that we

have exf)ressed ourselves so strongly on the subject of her style. On the

contraiy, we conceive that we have really rendered a service to her reputa-

tion. That her later works were complete failures, is a fact too notorious

to be dissembled : and some persons, we believe, have consequently taken

up a notion that she was from the first an ovenated writer, and that she had
not the powers which were necessary to maintain her on the eminence on
which good luck and fashion had placed her. We believe, on the contrary,

that her early popularity was no more than the just reward of distinguished

merit, and would never have undergone an eclipse, if she had only been
content to go on writing in her mother tongue. If she failed when she

quitted her own province, and attempted to occupy one in which she had
neither part nor lot, this reproach is common to her wdth a crowd of dis-

tinguished men. Newton failed when he turned from the courses of the

J
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stars, and the ebb and flow of the ocean, to apocaI>'ptic seals and vials.

Beniley failed wlicn he turned from Homer and Aristophanes, to edite the
Paradi>e Lost. Inigo frilled when he attempted to rival the Ciolhic churches
of the fourteenth centur)'. Wilkie failed when he took it into his head that

the Blind Fiddler and the Rent Day were unworthy of his powers, and
challenged competition with Lawrence as a portrait painter. Such failures

should be noted for the instruction of posterity ; but they detract little from
the permanent reputation of those who have really done gicat things.

Yet one word more. \\. is not only on account of the intrinsic merit of
Madame D'Arblay's early works that she is entiiled to honourable mention.
Her appearance is an important epoch in our literary history. Evelina was
the first tale written by a woman, and purporting to be a picture of life and
manners, that lived or dese^^'ed to live. The P emale Quixote is no excep-
tion. That work has undoubtedly great merit, when considered as a wild
satirical harlequinade ; but, if we consider it as a picture of life and manners,
we must pronounce it more absurd than any of the romances which it was
designed to ridicule.

Indeed, most of the popular novels which preceded Evelina were such as

no lady would have written : and many of them were such as no lady could
without confusion own that she had read. The very name of novel was
held m horror among religious people. In decent famiUes, which did not
profess extraordinar)' sanctity, there was a strong feeling against all such
works. Sir Anthony Absolute, two or three years before Evelina appeared,
spoke the sense of the great body of sober fathers and husbands, when he
pronounced the circulatmg Hbrary an evergreen tree of diabohcal knowledge,
riiis feeling, on the part of the grave and reflecting, increased the evil from
which it had sprung. The novelist having little character to lose, and having
few readers among serious people, took without scruple liberties which in

our generation seem almost incredible.

Miss Bumey did for the English novel what Jeremy Collier did for the
English drama ; and she did it in a better way. She first showed that a
tale might be written in which both the fashionable and the vulgar life of

London might be exhibited with great force, and with broad comic humour,
and which yet should not contain a single line inconsistent with rigid

morality, or even with vii^n delicacy. She took away the reproach which
lay on a most useful and delightful species of composition. She vindicated
the right of her sex to an equal share in a fair and noble province of letters.

Several accomplished women have followed in her track. At present, the
novels which we owe to English ladies form no small part of the literary

glory of our country. No class of works is more honourably distinguished
by fine observation, by grace, by delicate wit, by pure moral feeling.

Several among the successors of Madame D'Arljlay have equalled her

;

two, we think, have .surpassed her. But the fact that she has been surpassed
gives her an additional claim to our respect and gratitude ; for, in truth, we
owe to her not only Evelina, Cecilia, and Camilla, but also Mansfield Park
and the Absentee.

THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF ADDISON. (July, 1843.)

The Life 0/ Joseph Addtion. By Llcv AlKlN. 2 vols. 8vo. London: 1843.

Some reviewers are of opinion that a lady who dares to publish a book
renounces by that act the franchises appertaining to her sex, and can claim
no exemption from the utmost rigour of critical procedure. From that
opinion we dissent. We admit, indeed, that in a country which boasts 0/
many female writers, eminently qualified by their talents and acquirements
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to influence the public mind, it would be of most pernicious consequence
that inaccurate history or unsound philosophy should be suffered to pass
uncensured, merely because the offender chanced to be a lady. But we
conceive that, on such occasions, a critic would do well to imitate the
courteous Knight who found himself compelled by duty to keep the lists

against Bradamante. He, we are told, defended successfully the cause of

which he was the champion ; but, before the fight began, exchanged Bali-

sarda for a less deadly sword, of which he carefully blunted the point and
edge.*
Nor are the immunities of sex the only immunities which Miss Aikin may

rightfidly plead. Several of her works, and especially the very pleasing

Memoirs of the Reign of James the First, have fully entitled her to the

privileges enjoyed by good writers. One of those privileges we hold to lie

this, that such writers, when, either from the unlucky choice of a subject,

or from the indolence too often produced by success, they happen to fail,

shall not be subjected to the severe discipline which it is sometimes neces-

sary to inflict upon dunces and impostors, but shall merely be reminded by
a gentle touch, like that with which the Laputan flapper roused his dream-
ing lord, that it is high time to wake.
Our readers will probably infer from what we have said that Miss Aikin's

hook has disappointed us. The truth is, that she is not well acquainted
with her subject. No person who is not familiar with the political and
literary history of England during the reigns of William the Third, of

Anne, tmd of George the First, can possibly write a good life of Addison.
Now, M'e mean no reproach to Miss Aikin, and many will think that we
pay her a compliment, when we say that her studies have taken a different

direction. She is better acquainted with Shakspeare and Raleigh, than
with Congreve and Prior ; and is far more at home among the ruffs and
peaked beards of Theobald's, than among the Steenkirks and flowing peri-

wigs which suiTOunded Queen Anne's tea table at Hampton. She seems
to have written about the Elizabethan age, because she had read much
about it ; she seems, on the other hand, to have read a little about the age
of Addison, because she had detemiined to write about it. The consequence
is that she has had to describe men and things without having either a cor-

rect or a vivid idea of them, and that she has often fallen into errors of a

very serious kind. The reputation which Miss Aikin has justly earned
stands so high, and the charm of Addison's letters is so great, that a second
edition of this work may probably be required. If so, we hope that every
paragraph will be revised, and that eveiy date and fact about which there

can be the smallest doubt will be carefully verified.

To Addison himself we are bound by a sentiment as much like affec-

tion as any sentiment can be, which is inspired by one who has been
sleeping a hundred and twenty years in Westminster Abbey. We trust,

however, that this feeling will not betray us into that abject idolatry which
we have often had occasion to reprehend in others, and which seldom fails

to make both the idolater and the idol ridiculous. A man of genius and
virtue is but a man. All his powers cannot be equally developed ; nor

can we expect from him perfect self-knowledge. We need not, therefoie,

hesitate to admit that Addi.son has left us some compositions which do not

rise above mediocrity, some heroic poems hardly equal to Parnell's, some
criticism as superficial as Dr Blair's, and a tragedy not veiy much better

than Dr Johnson's. It is praise enough to say of a writer that, in a high
department of literature, in which many eminent writers have distinguished

themselves, he has had no equal ; and this may with strict justice be said

of Addison.
* Orlando Furioso, xlv. 68.
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As a man, he may not have deserved the adoration which he received

from those who, bewitched by his fascinating society, and indebted for all

the comforts of life to his generous and delicate friendship, worshipped him
nightly, in his favourite temple at Button's. But, after full inquirj' and
impartial reflection, we have long been convinced that he deser^ed as much
love and esteem as can be justly claimed by any of our infirm and erring

race. Some blemishes may undoubtedly be detected in his character ; but

the more carefull/ it is examiivd, the more will it appear, to use the phrase
of the old anatomists, sound in the noble parts, free from all taint of per-

fidy, of cowardice, of cruelty, of ingialitude, of envy. Men may easily be
named, in whom some particular good disposition has been more conspicu-

ous than in Addison, lii.t il,.. jii,i liT]n,,nv of (HKiliiios. ilu- exact temper
between the stem and ttK-liunianc \i:tiK--. llic lialiiuial oi^elvance of every
law, not onlynt mornl r.-LHIiicl e. lilt of m nrnl j^rnr.- nii.l i]i['iiily rlistingiii<;h

him from all m.Mi whp hnv l)ccii iiiol I'V enuaiiv stroii!; temptations, and
alx iiit whoy; i-iindiirr u-p ]K>s^c^^^ c'luallv lull infunnation.

His father wa.s the Reverend l.anccl'it .\ddison, who, though eclipsed by
his more celebrated son, made some ligiire in the world, and occupies with
credit two folio pages in the Biographia Britannica. Lancelot was sent up,
as a poor scholar, from Westmoreland to Queen's College, O.vford, in the
time of the Commonwealth ; made some progress in learning, became, like

most of his fellow students, a violent Royalist, lampooned the heads of the
University, and was forced to ask pardon on his bended knees. When he
had left college, he earned a humble subsistence by reading the liturgy of

the fallen Church to the families of those sturdy squires whose manor hou.ses

were scattered over the Wild of Sussex. After the Restoration, his loyalty

was rewarded with the post of chaplain to the garrison of Dunkirk. \Vhcn
Dunkirk was sold to France, he lost his employment. But Tangier had
been celled by Portugal to England as j)art of the marriage portion of the

Infanta Catharine; and to Tangier Lancelot Addison was sent. A more
miserable situation can hardly be conceived. It was difficult to say whether
the unfortunate settlers were more tormented by the heals or by the rains,

by the soldiers within the wall or by the Moors without it. One advantage
the chaplain had. He enjoyed an excellent opportunity of studying the

history and manners of Jews and Mahometans ; and of this ojiportunity

he appears to have made excellent use. On his return to F2ngland, after

some years of banishment, he published an interesting volume on the Polity

and Religion of Barbary, and another on the Hebrew Customs and the State

of Rabbinical Learning. He rose to eminence in his profession, and became
one of the royal chaidaiiis, a Doctor of Divinity, Archdeacon of Salisbury,

and Dean of Lichfield. It is said that he would have been made a bi>liop

af'.er the Revolution, if he had not given offence to the govennnent l>y

strenuously opposing, in the Convocation of 1689, the liberal policy of

\\ illiam and 'i'illotson.

In 1672, not long after Dr Addison's return from Tangier, his son Joseph
was bom. Of Joseph's chilflhood we know little. He learned his nidi-

inents at schools in his father's neighbourhood, and was then sent to the
Charter House. The anecdotes which are popularly related about his

boyish tricks do not harmonize very well with what we know of his rip<'r

years. There remains a tradition that he was the ringleader in a barring
out, and another tradition that he ran away from school and hid himself in

a wood, where he fed on berries and slept in a hollow tree, till after a long
search he was discoveied and brought home. If these stories be true, it

would be curious to know by what moral discipline so mutinous and enter-

prising a lad was transformed into the gentlest and most modest of men.
Wc have abundan' pr<:>of that, whatever Joseph's pranks may hav^- been.
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he pursued his studies vigorously and successfu lly. At fifteen he was not

onlyfit for the university, but carried thither a classical taste, and a stock

of learning which would have done honour to a Master of Arts. He was
entered at Queen's College, Oxford ; but he had not been many months
there, when some of his Latin verses fell by accident into the hands of Dr
Lancaster, Dean of Magdalene College. The young scholar's diction and
versification were already such as veteran professors might envy . Dr Lan-
caster was desirous lo serve a boy of such promise; nor was an opportunity

long wanting. The Revolution had just taken place ; and iiov/here had it

been hailed with more delight than at Magdalene College. That great and
opulent corporation had been treated by James, and by his Chancellor, with

an insolence and injustice which, even in such a Prince and in such a Minis-

ter, may justly excite amazement ; and which had done tnore than even the

prosecution of the Bishops to aUenate the Church of England from the

throne. A president, duly elected, had been violently expelled from his

dwelling : a Papist had been set over the society by a royal mandate : the

Fellows who, in conformity with their oaths, had refused to submit to this

usurper, had been driven forth from their quiet cloisters and gardens, to die

of want or to live on charity. But the day of redress and retribution speedily

came. The intruders were ejected : the venerable House was again inhabited

by its old inmates : learning tiouiished under the rule of the wise and virtu-

ous Hough ; and with learning was united a mild and liberal sjnrit too often

wanting in the princely colleges of Oxford. In consequence of the troubles

through which the society had passed, there had been no valid election of

new members during the year 1688. In i68c[„_therefore, there was twice

the ^ordinarv number of vacancies ; and thus Dr Lancaster found it easy to

procure ibr his young friend admittance to the advantages of a foundation

then generally esteemed the wealthiest in Europe.

At Magdalene, Addison resided during ten years. He was, at first, one
of those scholars who are called Demies ; but was subsequently elected a

fellow. His college is still proud of his name ; his portrait .still hangs in

the hall ; and strangers are still told that his favourite walk was under the

elms which fringe the meadow on the banks of the Cherwell. It is said,

and is highly probable, that he was distinguished among his fellow students

by the delicacy of his feelings, by the shyness of his manners, and^by the

assiduity with whic h hr nApn p.-r>lr.ngpii iiis .snuljp^Uar into the night . It

is certain that his reputation for ability and learning stood high. Many
years later, the ancient Doctors of Magdalene continued t^talk in their

common room of his boyish compositions, and expressed their sorrow that

no copy of exercises so remarkable had been preserved.

It is proper, however, to remark, that Miss Aikin has committed the

error, very pardonable in a lady, of overrating Addison's classical attain-

ments. In one department of learning, indeed, his proficiency was such as

it is hardly possible to overrate. His knowledge of the Latin poets, from
Lucretius and Catullus dowm to Claudian and Prtidentius. wa;5 singularly

exact and profound. He understood them thoroughly, entered into their

spirit, and nad the finest and most discriminating perception of all their

peculiarities of style and melody ; nay, he copied their manner with admir-
able skill, and surpassed, we think, all their British imitators who had pre-

ceded him, Buchanan and Milton alone excepted. This is high praise ; and
beyond this we cannot with justice go. It is clear that Addison's serious

attention, dunng his residence at the university, was almost entirely con-

centrated on Latin poetry, and that, if he did not wholly neglect other

provinces of ancient literature, he vouchsafed to them only a cursory glance.

He does not appear to have attained more than an ordinary acquaintance

with the political and moral writers of Rome ; nor was his own Latin prose
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by any means equal to his Latin verse. His knowledge of Greek, though

doubtless such as was, in his time, thought respectable at Oxford, was
evidently less than that which many lads now carry away every year from

Eton and Rugby. A ininule examination of his works, if we had time to

make such an e.xaminatidn, would fully bear out these remarks. We will

briefly advert to a few of the fleets on which our judgment is grounded.

Great praise is due to the Notes which Addison appended to his version

of the second and third books of the Metamorphoses. Vet those notes,

while they show him to have been, in his own domain, an accomplished

scholar, show also how confined that domain was. Tiiey are ricli in appo-

site references to Virgil, .Statius, and Claudian ; but they contain not a single

illustration drawn from the Greek poets. Now, if, in the whole compass of

Latin literature, there be a passage which stands in need of illustration drawn
from the Greek poets, it is the siory of Pentheus in the third book of the

Metamorphoses. Ovid was imlebted for that story to Euripides and Theo-

critus, lioth of whom he has sometimes followed minutely. But neither to

Euripides nor to Theocritus does Addison make the faintest allusion ; and
we, therefore, believe that we <lo not w rong him l)y supposing that he had
little or no knowledge of their works.

His travels in Italy, a^pin nhf.nnrl vtii^ .-Ingyrnl quotations, happily in^ro-

duced ; but scarcely one of those quotations is in jarose. I le draws more illus-

trations from Ausonius and Manilius than from Cicero. Even his notions of

the political and military affairs of the Romans seem to be derived from poets

and poetasters. Spots made memorable by events which have changed the

destinies of the world, and which have been worthily recorded by great histo-

rians, bring to his mind only scraps of some ancient versifier. In the gorge

of the Apennines he naturally remembers the hardships wiiich Hannibal's

army endured, and proceeds to cite, not the authentic narrative of Polybius,

not the picturesque narrative of Livy, but the languid hexameters of Silius

Italicus. On the banks of the Rubicon he never thinks of Plutarch's lively

description, or of the stem conciseness of the Commentaries, or of those

letters to Atticus which so forcibly express the alternations of hope and fear

in a sensitive mind at a great crisis. His only authority I'or the events of

the civil war is Lucan.
All the l)est ancient works of art at Rome and Florence are Greek. Addi-

son saw them, however, without recalling one single verse of Pindar, of

Callimachus, or of the Attic dramatists ; but they brought to his recollection

innumerable passages of Horace, Juvenal, Statius, and Ovid.

The same may be said of the Treatise on Medals. In that pleasing work
we find about three hundred pxssages extracted with great judgment from

the Roman poets; but we do not recollect a single passage taken from any
Roman orator or historian ; and we are confident that not a line is ciuotcd

from any Greek writer. No person, who had derived all his information on
the subject of medals from Addison, would suspect that the Greek coins

were in historical interest equal, and in beauty of execution far superior to

those of Rome.
If it were necessary to find any further proof that Addison' -^fln'^'^i^ nl Lnr>M>-

ledge was confined within narrow limits, that proof ynnld hp fn mislicd hv _

his Kssav on the Evidences oTCliristianity. The Roman poets throw little

or no lii^ht on the literary and historical questions which he is under the

necessity of examining in that Essay. He is, therefore, left completely in

the dark ; and it is melancholy to see how helplessly he gropes his way from

blunder to blunder. He assigns, as grounds for his religious belief, stories

as absurd as that of the Cock- Lane ghost, and forgeries as rank as Ireland's

Vortigem, puts faith in the lie alxiut the Thundering Legion, is convinced

that Tibcriup moved the senate to admit Jesus among the gods, and pro-
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nounces the letter of Agbarus King of Edessa to be a record of great autho-

rity. Nor were these errors the effects of superstition ; for to superstition

Addison was by no means prone. The truth is that he was writing about
what he did not understand.

Miss Aikin has discovered a letter, from which it appears that, while

Addison resided at Oxford, he was one of several writers whom thebooksel-
ieis engaged to make an English version of Herodotus ; and she infers that

he must have been a good Greek scholar. We can allow very little weight to

this argument, when we consider that liis fellow-labourers were to have been
Boyle and Blackmore. Boyle is remembered chiefly as the nominal author

of the worst book on Greek history and philology that ever was printed ;

and this book, bad as it is, Boyle was unable to produce without help. Of
Blackmore's attainments in the ancient tongues, it may be sufficient to say

that, in his prose, he has confounded an aphorism with an apophthegm, and
that when, in his verse, he treats of classical subjects, his habit is to regale

his readers with four false quantities to a page.

It is probable that the classical acquirements of Addison were of as much
service to him as if they had been more extensive. The world generally gives

its admiration, not to the man wlio does what nobody else even attempts to

do, bu t to the man who does best what multitudes do well. Bentleywasso
immeasurably superior to all tlie otlier scholars of his time, that very few
among them could discover his superiority. But the accomplishment in

which Addison excelled his contemporaries was then, as it is now, highly

valued and assiduously cultivated at all English seats of learning. Every
body who had been at a public school had written Latin verses ; many had
written such verses with tolerable success, and were quite able to appreciate,

though by no means able to rival, the skill with which Addison imitated

Virgil. His lines on the Barometer and the Bowling Green were applauded
by hundreds, to whom the Dissertation on the Epistles of Phalaris was as

unintelligible as the hieroglyphics on an obelisk.

Purity of style, and an easy flow of numbers, are common to all Addison's
Latin poems. Uur lavounte piece is the Battle ol the Cranes and I'yghiies

;

for in that piece we discern a j^learn of the fancy and humour whicli many
years laterxulivened thousands of breakfast tables. Swift boasted that he

was never known to steal a hint ; and he certainly owed as little to his pre-

decessors as any modem writer. Yet we cannot help suspecting that he
borrowed, perhaps unconsciously, one of the happiest touches in his Voyage
lo Lilliput from Addison's verses. Let our readers judge.

"The Emperor," says Gulliver, "is taller by about the breadth of my
nail than any of his court, which alone is enough to strike an awe into the

beholders."

About thirty years before Gulliver's Travels appeared, Addison wrote
these lines :

" Jamque acies inter medias sese arduiis infert

Pygnicadum diictor, qui, majestate yerendus,
Incessuque gravis, reliquos supereminet omnes
Mole gigantea, mediamque exsurgil in ulnam."

The Latin poems of Addison were greatly and justly admired both at Ox-
ford aadjQambridgeTT^elorFTTTslTameliad ever been heard by the wits who
thronged the coffee-houses round Drury-Lane theatre. In his twenty-second
ytax^ie ventured to api^icar before the ]iul)]ic as a writer of Engl isli verse,

lie addressed some comphnientary lines to Dryden. who, alter manv triumphs
and many reverses, liad at length reached a secure and lonely eminence
among the literary men of tliat age. Dryden appears to have been much *I

grat ified by the young scholar's praise ; and an interchange of civilities and
|rf^n,i nffip/g <nrr7;T»rp|i. Aihli&uii wub probably introuuced by Dj:;yden to Con-
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greve. ami wasjrertainly prcsenteil by Ci)ngrcve to Charles Montague, who
was tlu-n Chancellor of the Exchequer, anct leader of the Whig party in the

House of Commons.
At t his time A'Klison seemed inclined to devote himself to poetry. He

jnihlished a translatk)n ot part ol Uie loiirtti (jcorgic, l.nies to King William,

ami other performances of etpial value, that is to say, of no value al all. But
in those days, the public was in the habit of receiving with ai^iiiause pieces

which would now have little chance of obtaining the Newdigaie prize, or

the Seatonian prize. And the reason is obvious. The hemii- couplet was
then the favourite measure. The art <^f nir.Tn^^Mn;^ words in ihal mea'Ure.

so that the lines may llow sni'o(.)thly, that the accents may fall correctly, iKat

the rhymes may stnke the ear strongly, ana tnai ihere may lie a pause at

the end of every distich, is an art as mechanical as that of mending a kettle,

or shoeing a horse, and may be learned by any human being who has sense

enoutjb to learn any thing. But, like other mechanical arts, it was gradu-

al ly improved by means uf many exi^erimenis and "many iailures. TF was
reserved for t'ope to discover tbe trick, to make Imnscll complete master of

it, and to teach it to every body else. From the time when his Pastorals

appeared, heroic versification became matter of rule and compass ; and, be-

fore long, all artists were on a level. Hundreds of dunces who never blun-

dered on one happy thought or expression were able to write reams of

couplets which, as far as euphony was concerned, could not be distinguished

from those of Pope himself, and which very clever writers of the reign of

Charles the Second, Rochester, for example, or Marvel, or Oldham, would
have contemplated with admiring despair.

Ben Jonson was a great man, Hoole a very small man. But Hoole,
coming after Pope, had learned how to manufacture decasyllabic verses,

and poured them forth by thousands and tens of thousands, all as well

turned, as smooth, and as like each other as the blocks which have pa.ssed

through Mr Brunei's mill in the dockyard at Portsmouth. Ben's heroic

couplets resemble blocks rudely hewn out by an unpractised hand, with a
blunt hatchet. Take as a specimen his translation of a celebrated passage

in the vEneid :

" This child our parent earth, iXw-r'A up with spite

Of all the god<, brought forth, and, as some write,

She was last sister of that giant race
That sought to scale Jove's court, right swift of pare.

And swifter far of wing, a monster vast

And dreadfuL Ix)olc. how many plumes are pbccd
Oil her huge corjise, so many waking eyes
Stick underneath, and, which may stranger rise

In the report, as many tongues she wears."

Compare with these jagged misshapen dislichs tlie neat fabric which
Hoole's machine produces in unlimited abundance. We take the first lines

on which we open in his version of Tasso. They are neither better nor
worse than the rest

:

" O thou, whoe'er thou art, whose steps are led.

By choice or fate, these lonely shores to tread,

No greater wonders cast or west can boast
Than yon small island on the pleasing coast.

If e'er thy sight would blissful scenes explore.
The current pass, and seek the further shore."

I Ever since the time of Pope there has been a glut of lines of this sort

;

and we are now as little disposed to admire a man for being able to write

I
them, as for l^eing able to write his name. But in the days of William the

Thirtl such versification was rare ; and a rhymer who had any skill in it

passed for a great poet, just as in the dark ages a person who could write

his name pa^ed for a great clerk. Accordingly, Duke, Stepney, Granville,

;i
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Walshj and others whose only title to fame was that they said in tolerable

metre what might have been as well said in prose, or what was not worth
saying at all, were honoured with marks of distinction which ought to be

reserved for genius. "With these Addison must have ranked, if he had not

earned true and lasting glory by performances which very little resembled

his juvenile poems.
Dryden was now busied with Virgil, and obtained from Addison a critical

preface to the Georgics. In return for this service, and for other services

of the same kind, the veteran poet, in the postscript to the translation of

the .(Eneid, complimented his young friend with great liberality, and indeed

Vidth more liberality than sincerity. He affected to be afraid that his own
performance would not sustain a comparison with the version of the fourth

Georgic, by "the most ingenious Mr Addison of Oxford." "After his

bees," added Dryden, "my latter swarm is scarcely worth the hiving."

The time had now arrived when it was necessary for Addison to choose a
calling. Every thing seemed to point his course towards the clerical pro-

felsion. His habits were regular, his opinions orthodox. His college had
large ecclesiastical preferiJieut in its gift, and 'boasts that it has given at

least one bishop to almost every see in England. Dr Lancelot Addison held

an honourable place in the Church, and had set his heart on seeing his son
a clergyman. It is clear, from some expressions in the young man's rhymes,
th at his intention was to take orders. But Charles Montague Interlered.

Montague had hrst brought himself into notice by verses, well timed and
not contemptibly written, but never, we think, rising above mediocrity.

Fortunately for himself, and for his country, he early quitted poetry, in

which he could never have attained a rank as high as that of Dorset or

Rochester, and turned his mind to oflicial and parliamentary business. It

lis written that the ingenious person, who undertook to instruct Rasselas,

jprince of Abyssinia, in the art of flying, ascended an eminence, waved his

/wings, sprang into the air, and instantly dropped into the lake. But it is

I added that the wings, wliich were unable to support him through the sky,

! bore him up effectually as soon as he was in the water. This is no bad
/ype of the fate of Charles Montague, and of men like him. When he
attempted to soar into the regions of poetical invention, he altogether failed ;

but, as soon as he had descended from his ethereal elevation into a lower
and grosser element, his talents instantly raised him above the mass. He
became a distinguished financier, debater, courtier, and party leader. He
still retained his fondness for the pursuits of his early days ; but he showed
that fondness, not by wearying the public with his own feeble performances,

but by discovering and encouraging literary excellence in others. A crowd
of wits and pf)ets, who would easily have vanquished him as a competitor,

revered him as a judge and a patron. In his plans for the encouragement
II of learning, he was cordially supported by the ablest and most virtuous of

Uhis colleagues, the Lord Chancellor Somers. Thougli both these great

statesmen had a sincere love of letters, it was not solely from a love of

letters that they were desirous to enlist youths of high intellectual qualifica-

tions in the public service. The Revolution had altered the whole system
of government. Before that event, the press had been controlled by censors,

and the Pailiament had sat only two months in eight years. Now the press

was free, and had begun to exercise unprecedented influence on the public

mind. Parliament met annually and sat long. The chief power in the State

had passed to the House ofCommons. At such a conjuncture, it was natural

that literary and oratorical talents should rise in value. There was danger
that a Government which neglected such talents might be subverted by them.
It was, therefore, a profound and enlightened policy which led Montague
and Somers to attach such talents to the Whig party, by the strongest ties

both of interest and of gratitude.
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It is remarkable that, in a neii^hbourinj,' country, we have recently seen
similar effects follow from similar causes. 'Ihe Kcvoiution of July 1830 estab-
lished representative government in France. The men of letters in.stantly

rose to the highest importance in the state. At the present moment most
of the persons whom we see at the head Ixith of the Administration and of
ihe Opposition have been Professors, Historians, Journalist;;, Poets. The
influence of the literary class in England, during the generation which fol-

lowed the Revolution, wxs great ; Iwt by no mean* so great as it has lately

been in France. For, in England, the aristocracy of intellect had to con-
tend with a powerful and deeply-rooted aristocracy of a very different kind.
France had no Somersets and Shrewsburies to keep down her Addisons
and Priors.

It was in the year 1699, when Addison had just completed his twenty-
seventh year, that tR'e course of his life was finally determined. Both the

great chiefs of the M inistrywere kindly disposed towards him. In political /)
opmions he nlrondy w.is.^vhat he continued to be through life, a firm, though Cjl)~iC.»^
a^ m'.Klcrate ^^ h'l:. He h.id addressed the most polished and vigorous of /y
his early English imes to Somers, and had dcdicaied to Montague a Latin
poem, truly Virgilian, both in style and rhythm, on the peace of Ryswick.
The wish of the young [:)uet's great friends was, it should seem, to employ
him in ttie service 01 tne crown abroad. J>ut an intimate knowledge ot the

"

French language was a qualification indispensable to a diplomatist ; and this

qualification Addison had not acquired. It was, therefore, thought desirable
that he should pass some time on the Continent in preparing himse lf for

offi cial emplopnent. tlis own means were not such as would enable him
to travef: but a pension of three hundred pounds a-year was procured for

him by the interest of the Lord Chancellor. It .seems to have been appre-
hended that some difliculty might be started by the rulers of Magdalene
College. But the Chancellor of the Exchequer wrote in the strongest terms
to Hough. The State—such was the purport of Montague's letter—could
not, at that time, spare to the Church such a man as Addison. Too many
high civil posts were already occupied by adventurers, who, destitute of

every liberal art and sentiment, at once pillaged and disgraced the country
which they pretended to serve. It had become necessary to recruit for the
public service from a very different class, from that class of which Addison
was the representative. The close of the Minister's letter was remarkable.
" I am called," he said, " an enemy of the Church. But I will never do
it any other injury than keeping Mr Addison out of it."

'I'his interference was successful ; and, in the summer of 1699, Addison,
made a rich man by his pension, and still retaining his fellowship, quitted
his beloved Oxford, and set out on his travels. He crossed from Dover to
Calais, proceeded to Paris, and was received there witli preat kindness and
polireness by a kinsmdh Of ll|i; friend xMontague, Charles liar! of Manchester,
who had just been appointed Ambassador to the C'ourt of France. The
Countess, a Whig and a toast, was probably as gracious as her lord ; for
Addison long retained an agreeable recollection of the impression which she
at this time made on him, and, in some lively lines written on the gla.sses

of the Kit Cat club, described the envy which her cheeks, glowing with
the genuine bloom of England, had excitefl among the painted beauties of
Versailles.

Lewis the Fourteenth was at this time expiating the vices of his youth by
a devotion which had no root in rea.«;on, and bore no fruit of charity. The
sei-vile literature of France had changed its character to suit the changed
character of the prince. No book appeared that had not an air of sanctity.
Racine, who was just dead, had passed the close of his life in writing sacred
dramas ; and Dacier was seeking for the At' anasian mysteries in Plato.
Addison described this state of liiint^s in a shon but lively and graceful letter
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to Montague. Another letter, written about the same time to the Loixl

Chancellor, conveyed the strongest assurances of gratitude and attachment.

"The only return I can make to your Lordship," said Addison, "will be

to apply myself entirely to my business." With this view he cjuitted Paris

and rejiaired to Blois, a j^lace where it was supposed that the French lan-

guage was spoken in its highest purity, and where not a single Englishman

could be found. Here he passed some months pleasantly and profitably.

Of his way of life at Blois, one of his associates, an Abbe named Philippeaux,

gave an account to Joseph Spence. If this account is to be trusted, Addison

studied much, mused much, talked little, had fits of absence, and either had

1 no love affairs, or was too discreet to confide them to the Abbe. A man
who, even when surrounded by fellow countrymen and fellow students, had
lalways been remarkably shy and silent, was not likely to be loquacious in a

foreign tongue, and among foreign companions. Bat it is clear from Addison's

letters, some of which were long after published in the Guardian, that, while

he appeared to be absorbed in his own meditations, he was really observing

French society with that keen and sly, yet not illnatured side glance, which

was peculiarly his owiT — —'
~ ~~

From lljlois he returned to Paris ; and, having now mastered the French

language, found great pleasure in the society of French pliilo.'ophers and

poets.
__
He gave an account, in a letter to Bishop Hough, oi two highly

interesting conversations, one with Malbranche, the othe£ \yith Boileau.

Malbranche expressed great partiality for the English, and extolled the

genius of Newton, but shook his head when Hobbes was mentioned, and

was indeed so unjust as to call the author of the Leviathan a poor silly crea-

ture. Addison's modesty restrained him from fully relating, in his letter,

the circumstances of his introduction to Boileau. lioileau, having survivci'

the friends and rivals of his youth, old, deaf, and melancholy, lived in re-

tirement, seldom went either to Court or to the Academy, and was almost

inaccessible to strangers. Of the English f.nd of English literature he knew
nothing . He had hardly heard the nan'iii ol" Diydcu.

—

Some of o«r country-

men, in the warmth of their ])ritriotism, have asserted that this ignorance

must have been affected. We own that we see no ground for such a sup-

position. English literature was to the French of the age of Lewis the

Fourteenth what German literature was to our ov.-n grandfathers. Very

few, we suspect, of the accomplished men who, sixty or seventy years ago,

used to dine in Leicester Square M-ith Sir Joshua, or at Streatham with Mrs
Thrale, had the slightest notion lliat Wieland was one of the first wits and

poets, and Lessing, beyond all dispute, the first critic in Europe. Boileau

knew just as little aiwui the I'aradi-e Lost, and about Absalom and Achito-

phel ; but he had read Addison's Latin poems, and admired them greatly.

They had given him, he said, qufte a new notion of l!ie state of learning and

taste among the English. Johnson will have it that these praises were in-

sincere. "Nothing," says he, "is better known of Boileau than that he

had an injudicious and peevish contempt of modem Latin ; and therefore

his profession of regard was probably the effect of his civility rather than

approbation." Now, nothing is better knov/n of Boileau than that he was
singularly sparing of compliments. We do not remember that cither friend-

ship or fear ever induced him to bestow praise on any composition which

he did not approve. On literary questions, his caustic, disdainful, and self-

confident spirit rebelled against that authority to which every thing else in

France bowed down. He had the spirit to tell Lev/is the Fourteenth firmly,

and even rudely, that his Majesty knew nothing about poetry, and admired

verses which were detestable. What was there in Addison's position that

could induce the satirist, whose stem and fastidious temper had been the

dread of two generations, to turn sycophant for the first and last time? Nor
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was Boileau's contempt of modem I^tin either injutiitious or peevish, lie

thought, indeed, that no poem of the tirst order would ever be written in a

(lead language. And did he think amiss ? Has not the experience of cen-

turies confirmed his oj<inion ? Boileau also thought it probable that, in the
best modem Latin, a writer of the Augustan age would have detected ludi-

crous improprieties. And who can think otherwise ? What modem scholar
can honestly declare that he sees the smallest impurity in the style of I,ivy ?

Vet is it not certain that, in the style of Li\7, Pollio, whose taste had been
formed on the banks of the Tiber, detected the inelegant idiom of the Po?
Has any modem scholar understood Latin better than Frederic the Great
understood French ? ^et is it not notorious that Frederic the Great, after

reading, speaking, writing French, and nothing but French, during more
than half a century, after unlearning his mother tongue in order to learn

French, after living familiarly during many years with French associates,

could not, to the Ixst, compose in French, without imminent risk of com-
mitting some mistake which would have moved a smile in the literary circles

of Paris ? Do we believe that Erasmus and Fracastorius wrote Latin as
well as Dr Robertson and Sir Walter Scott wrote English? And are there
not in the Dissertation on India, the last of Dr Roljertson's works, in

Waverley, in Marmion, Scotticisms at which a London apprentice would
laugh ? But does it follow, because we think thus, that we can find nothing
to admire in the noble alcaics of Gray, or in the playful elegiacs of Vincent
Boume ? Surely not. Nor was Boileau so ignorant or tasteless as to be
incapable of appreciating good modem Latin. In the very letter to which
Johnson alludes, Boileau says— •' Ne croyez pas pourtant que je veuille par
li blamer les vers Latins que vous m'avez envoyes d'un de vos illustres

acadt'miciens. Je les ai trouvtfs fort beaux, et dignes de Vida et de San-
nazar, mais non pas d'Horace et de Virgile.'" Several poems, in mixiern
Latin, have been praised by Boileau quite as liberally as it was his habit to

praise any thing. He says, for example, of the Fere Fraguier's epigrams,
that Catullus seems to have come to life again. But the best proof that

Ik)ileau did not feel the undisceming contempt for modern Latin verses
which has been imputed to him, is, that he wrote and published Latin
verses in several metres. Indeed it happens, curiously enough, that the
most severe censure ever pronounced by him on modem Latin is conveyed
'" ! itin hexameters. We allude to tlie fragment which begins

—

" Quid numeris iterum me balbutire Latinis,

Longe Alpes citra n.itum dc patre Sicambro
Miisa, jubes?"

For these reasons we feel a-ssured that the praise which Boileau bestowed
on the Machina Gesticulantcs, and the Gerano-P)\^mt£omachia, was sincere.

He certainly opened himself to Addison with a freedom which was a sure

indication of esteem. Literature was the chief subject of conversation. The
old man talked on his favourite theme much and well, indeed, as his young
hearer thought, incomparably well. Boileau had undoubtedly some of the

qualities of a great critic. He wanted imagination ; but he had strong sense.

His literary code was formed on narrow principles ; but in applying it, he
showed great judgment and penetration. In mere style, al»tracted from
the ideas of Which style is the garb, his taste was excellent. He was well

acquaiiitetl with the great Greek writers ; and, though unable fully to appre-
ciate their creative genius, admired the majestic simplicity of their manner,
and had learned from them to despise Iximbast and tinsel. It is easy, we
think, to discover, in the Spectator and the Guardian, traces of the influ-

ence, in part salutary and in part pemicious, which the mind of Boileau had
on the mind of Addison.

While Addison was at Paris, an event took place which made that capital
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a disagreeable residence for an Englishman and a ^^'hig. Charles, second
of the name, King of Spain, died ; and bequeathed liis dominions to Philip,
Duke of Anjou, a younger son of the Dauphin. The King of France, in
direct violation of his engagements both with Great Britain and with the
States General, accepted the bequest on behalf of his grandson. The house
of Bourbon was at the summit of human grandeur. England had been out-
witted, and found herself in a situation at once degrading and perilous. The
people of France, not presaging the calamities by which they were destined

to expiate the perfidy of their sovereign, went mad with pride and delight.

Every man looked as if a great estate had just been left him. " The French
conversation," said Addison, "begins to grow insupportable ; that which
was before the vainest nation in the world is now worse than evei\" Sick
of the arrogant exultation of tlie Parisians, and probably foreseeing that the

peace between France and England could not be of long duration, he set

off for Italy.

In December 1700* he embarked at Marseilles. As he glided along the

Ligurian coast, he was delighted by the sight of myrtles and olive trees,

which retained their verdure under the winter solstice. Soon, however, he
encountered one of the black storms of the Mediterranean. The captain of

the ship gave up all for lost, and confessed himself to a capuchin who
happened to be on board. The English heretic, in the mean time, fortified

himself against the terrors of death with devotions of a very different kind.

How strong an impression this perilous voyage made on him, appears from
the ode, " How are thy servants blest, O Lord !

" which was long after

published in the Spectator. After some days of discomfort and danger,

Addison was glad to land at Savona, and to make his way, over mountains
where no road had yet been hewn out by art, to the city of Genoa.
At Genoa, still ruled by her own Doge, and by the nobles whose names

were inscribed on her Book of Gold, Addison made a short stay. He ad-

mired the narrow streets overhung by long lines of towering palaces, the

walls rich with frescoes, the gorgeous temple of the Annunciation, and the

tapestries whereon were recorded the long glories of the house of Doria.

Thence he hastened to Milan, where he contemplated the Gothic magni-

ficence of the cathedral with more wonder than pleasure. He passed Lake
Benacus while a gale was blowing, and saw the waves raging as they raged

when Virgil looked upon them. At Venice, then the gayest spot in Europe,
the traveller spent the Carnival, the gayest season of the year, in the midst
of masques, dances, and serenades. Here he was at once diverted and pro-

voked, by the absurd dramatic pieces which then disgraced the Italian

stage. To one of those pieces, however, he was indebted for a valuable

hint. He was present when a ridiculous play on the death of Cato was
performed. Cato, it seems, was in love with a daughter of Scipio. The
lady had given her heart to Caesar. The rejected lover determined to de-

stroy himself He appeared seated in his library, a dagger in his hand, a

Plutarch and a Tasso before him ; and, in this position, he pronounce(l a
.soliloquy before he struck the blow. We are .surprised that .so remarkable
a circumstance as this should have esr.iped the notice of all Addison's bio-

graphers. There caimot, we conceive, lie the smallest doubt that this scene,

in spile of its absurdities and anachronisms, struck the travellei's imagina-

tion, and suggested to him the thought of bringing Cato on the EnglLsh
j

stage. It is well known that about this time he began his tragedy, and that]

he finished the first four acts before he returned to England.

• It is strange that Addison should, in the first line of his travels, have misdated his

departure from Marseilles by a whole year, and still mor<4 strange that this slip of the pen,')

which throws the whole narrative into inextricable confusion, should have been repeated'!

in a succession of editions, and never detect-d by Tickell or bv Hurd.
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On his way from Veiiice to Rome, he was drawn some miles out of the

beaten road, by a wish to see the smallest independent state in Kurope. On
a rock where the snow still lay, though the lliilian spring was now far ad-

vanced, was perched the little fortress of San Marino. The roads which led

to the secluded town were so bad that few travellers had ever visited it, and
none had ever published an account of it. Addison could not suppress a

gootlnatured smde at the simple manners and institutit)ns of this singular

community. But he observeti, with the exultation of a Whig, that the rude

mountain tract which formed the territory of the republic swarmed with an
honest, healthy, and contented peasantry, while the rich plain which sur-

rounded the metropolis of civil and spiritual tyranny was scarcely less desolate

tlian the uncleared wilds of America.
At Rome Addison remained on his first visit only long enough to catch a

glimpse of St I'eter's and of the Pantheon. His iiaste is the more extra-

ordmary because the Holy Week was close at hand. He has given no hint

which can enable us to pronounce why he chose to fly from a sptctaclc which
every year allures from liistaut regions persons of far less taste and sensi-

bility than his. Possibly, travelling, as he ditl, at the charge of a Govern-
ment distinguished by its enmity to the Church of Rome, he may have
tliought that it would be imprudent in him to assist at the most magnificent

rite of that Church. Many eyes would be upon him ; and he might find it

difficult to behave in such a manner as to give offence neither to his patrons

in England, nor to those among whom he resided. Whatever his motives

may have been, he turned his back on the most august and affecting ceremony
which is kno\s'n among men, and posted along the Appian way to Naples.

Naples was then destitute of what are now, perhaps, its chief attractions.

The lovely bay and the awful mountain were indeed there. But a farm-

house stotid on the theatre of Herculaneum, and rows of vines grew over the

streets of ':'ompeii. The temples of Paestum had not indeed been hidden
from the eye of man by any great convulsion of nature ; but. strange to say,

their existence was a secret even to artists and antiquaries, 'ihough situated

within a few hours' journey of a great capital, where Salvator had not long

before painted, and where Vico was then lecturing, those noble remains
were as little known to Europe as the ruined cities overgrown by the forests

of Yucatan. What was to be seen at Naples .\ddison saw. He climbed
Vesuvius, explored the tunnel of Posiliix), and wandered among the vines

and almond trees of Capreze. But neither the wonders of nature, nor those

of art, could so occupy his attention as to prevent him from noticing, though
cursorily, the abuses of the government an<l the misery of the people. The
great kingdom wliich had just descended to Philip the Fifth, wxs in a state

of paralytic dotage. Even Castile and Aragon were sunk in wretchedness.

Yet, compared with the Italian dependencies of the Spanish crown, Castile

anil .\ragon might l>e called prosjierous. It is clear that all the observations

which Addison made in Italy tende<l to confirm him. in the political opinions
whicii he had adopted at home. To the last, he always spoke of foreign

travel as the best cure for Jacobitism. In his Freeholder, the Tory fox-

hunter asks what travelling is good for, except to teach a man to jabbei
French, and to talk against passive obetlience.

From Naples, Addison returned to Rome by sea, along the coast which
his favourite Virgil had celebrate<l. The felucca passed the headland where
the oar and trumpet were placed by the Trojan adventurers on the tomb of

Misenus, and anchored at night under the shelter of the fabled promontory
of Circe. The voyage ended in the Tilier, still overhung with dark verdure,

and still turbid with yellow sand, as when it met the eyes of /Eneas. From
the ruined port of O.stia, the stranger hurrie«l to Rome ; and at Rome he
remained during those hot an>l sickly month.s when, even in the Augiistan
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age, all who could make their escape fled from mad dogs and from streets

black with funerals, to gather the first figs of the season in the country. It

is probable that, when he, long after, poured forth in verse his gratitude to

the Providence which had enabled him to breathe unhurt in tainted air, he
was thinking of the August and September which he passed at Rome.

It was not till the latter end of October that he tore himself away from the

masterpieces of ancient and modem art which are collected in the city so
long the mistress of the world. He then journeyed northward, passed through
Sienna, and for a moment forgot his prejudices in favour of classic architec-

ture as he looked on the magnificent cathedral. At Florence he spent some
days with the Duke of Shrewsbury, who, cloyed with the pleasures of ambi-
tion, and impatient of its pains, fearing both parties, and loving neither, had
determined to hide in an Itnlian retreat talents and accomplishments which,
if theyhad been united with fixed principles and civil courage, might have made
him the foremost man of his age. These days, we are told, passed pleasantly

;

and we can easily believe it. For Addison was a delightful companion when
he was at his ease ; and the Duke, though he seldom forgot that he was a
Talbot, had the invaluable art of putting at ease all who came near him.

Addison gave some time to Florence, and especially to the sculjitures in

the Museum, which he preferred even to those of the Vatican. He then
pursued his journey through a country in which the ravages of the last war
were still discemil^le, and in which all men were looking forward with dread
to a still fiercer conflict. Eugene had already descended from the Rhaetian

Alps, to dispute with Catinat the rich plain of Lombardy. The faithless

ruler of Savoy was still reckoned among the allies of Lewis. England had
not yet actually declared war against France : but Manchester had left Paris;

and the negotiations which produced the Grand Alliance against the House
of Bourbon were in progress. Under such circumstances, it was desirable

for an English traveller to reach neutral ground without delay. Addison
resolved to cross Mont Cenis. It was December ; and the road was very

different from that which now reminds the stranger of the power and genius

of Napoleon. The winter, however, was mild ; and the passage was, for

those times, easy. To this journey Addison alluded when, in the ode which
we have already quoted, he said that for him the Divine goodness had
warmed the hoary Alpine hills.

It was in the midst of the eternal snow that he composed his Epistle to

his friend Montague, now Lord Halifax. That Epistle, once widely re-

.lowned, is now known only to curious readers, and will hardly be considered

by those to whom it is known as in any perceptible degree heightening

Addison's fame. It is, however, decidedly superior to any English com-
position which he had previously published. Nay, we think it quite as good
as any poem in heroic metre which appeared during the interval between
the death of Dryden and the publication of the Essay on Criticism. It con-

tains passages as good as the second-rate passages of Pope, and would have
added to the reputation of Paniell or Prior.

But, whatever be the literary merits or defects of the Epir.tle. it undoubtedly
does honour to the principles and spirit of the author. Halifax had now
nothing to give. lie had fallen from power, had been held up to obloqu)',

had been impeached by the House of Commons, and, though his Peers had
dismissed the impeachment, had, as it seemed, little chance of ever again

filling high office. The Epistle, written at such a time, is one among many
proofs that there was no mixture of cowardice or meanness in the suavity

and moderation which distinguished Addison from all the other public men
of those stormy times.

At Geneva, the traveller learned that a partial change of ministry had taken
place in England, and that the Earl of Manchester had become .Secretary of
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State. Manchester exerted himself to serve his vounp friend. It was thought
advisable th.-it an Knglish agent should be near the person of Eugene in Italy

;and Addison, whose diplomatic education was now finished, was the man
selected. He was preparing to enter on his honourable functions, when all
his prospects were for a time darkened by the death of William the Third.

.Anne had long felt a strong aversion, personal, political, and religious, to
the Whig yarty. That aversion appeared in the first measures of her reign.
Manchester was deprived of the seals, after he had held them only a few
weeks. Neither Somers nor Halifax was sworn of the Privy Council. Addi-
son shared the fate of his three patrons. His hopes of employment in the
public service were at an end ; his pension was stopped ; and it was necessary
for him to support himself by his own exertions. He became tutor to a young
English traveller, and appears to have rambled with his pupil over great
part of Switzerland ami Germany. At this time he wrote his pleasing treatise
on Medals. It was not published till after his death ; but several distin-
guished scholars saw the manuscript, and gave just praise to the grace of
the style, and to the learning and ingenuity evinced by the quotations.
From Germany Addison repaired to Holland, where he lenrned the

melancholy news of his father's death. After passing some months in the
United Provinces, he returned about the close of the year 1703 to PIngland.
He was there cordially received by his friends, and introduced by them into
the Kit Cat Club, a society in which were collected all the various talents
and accomplishments which then gave lustre to the \\hig party.

Adtlison was, during some months after his return from the Continent,
hard pressed by pecuniary difficulties. P>ut it was soon in the power of his
noble patrons to serve him efTcctually. A political change, silent and gradual,
but of tiic highest importance, was in daily progress. The accession of Anne
had been hailed by the Tories with transports of joy and hope ; and for a
time it .seemed that the Whigs had fallen never to rise again, i'he throne
was surrounded by men supposed to be attached to the prerogative and to
the Church ; and among these none stood so high in the favour of the sove-
reign as the Lord TreasurerGodolphin and the Captain General Marlborouglti
The country gentlemen and country clergymen had fully expected that the!

pv>licy of these ministers would be directly opposed to that which had been]
almost constantly followed by William ; that the landed interest would be 1

favouretl at the expense of trade ; that no addition would be made to the
funded debt ; that tlie privileges conceded to Dissenters by the late King 1

would be curtailed, if not withdrawn ; that the war with France, if there
''

must be such a war, would, on our par^ be almost entirely naval ; and that
the Government would avoid close connections with foreign powers, and,
abi.ve all, with Holland.

~'

But the country gentlemen and country clergymen were fated to be de-
ceived, not for the last time. The prejudices and passions which raged
without control in vicarages, in cathedral closes, and in the manor-houses
of foxhunting squires, were not shared by the chiefs of the ministr)-. Those
statesmen saw that it was both for the public interest, and for their own
interest, to adopt a Whig policy, at least as respected the alliances of the
country and the conduct of the war. But, if the foreign policy of the Whigs
were adopted, it was impossible to abstain from adopting also their financial

policy. The natural coascquences followed. The rigid Tories were alien-

ated from the Government. The votes of the Whigs became necessary to

it. The votes of the Whigs could be secured only by further concessions
;

and further concessions the <^)ueen was induced to make.
At the beginning of the year 1 704, the state of parlies Ixtre a close analogy

to the state of parties in 1826. In 1826, as in 1704, there was a Tory
piinistry divided into two hostile sections. The position of Mr Canning and



714 UFE AND WRITINGS OF ADDISON.

his friends in 1826 corresponded to tliat which Marlborough and Godolphin

occupied in 1704. Nottingham and Jersey were, in 1704, what Lord Eldon
and Lord Westmoreland were in 1826. The Whigs of 1704 were in a situa-

tion resembling that in which the Whigs of 1826 stood. In 1704, Somers,

Halifax, Sunderland, Cowper, were not in office. There was no avowed
coalition between them and the moderate Tories. It is probable that no
direct communication tending to such a coalition had yet taken place ; yet

all men saw that such a coalition was ine\'itable, nay, that it was already

half formed. Such, or nearly such, was the state of things when tidings

arrived of the great battle fought at Blenheim on the 13th August, 1704,

By the Whigs the news was hailed with transports of joy and pride. No
fault, no cause of quarrel, could be remembered by them against the Com-
mander whose genius had, in one day, changed the face of Europe, saved

the Imperial throne, humbled the House of Bourbon, and secured the Act
of Settlement against foreigji hostility. The feeling of the Tories was very

different. They could not indeed, without imprudence, openly express

regret at an event so glorious to their country ; but their congratulations

were so cold and sullen as to give deep disgust to the victorious general and

his friends.

Godolphin was not a reading man. Whatever time he could spare from

business he was in the habit of spending at Newmarket or at the card-table.

But he was not absolutely indifferent to poetry ; and he was too intelligent

an observer not to perceive that literature was a formidable engine of politi-

cal warfare, and that the great Whig leaders had strengthened their party,

and raised their character, by extending a liberal and judicious patronage to

good writers. He was mortified, and not without reason, by the exceeding

badness of the poems which appeared in honour of the battle of Blenheim.

One of these poems has been rescued from oblivion by the exquisite absurd-

ity of three lines.

" Think of two thousand gentlemen at least,

And each man mounted on his capering beast _;

Into the Danube they were pushed by shoals."

Where-to procure better verses the Treasurer did not know. He under-

stood how to negotiate a loan, or remit a subsidy : he was also well versed

in the history of ninning horses and fighting cocks ; but his acquaintance

among the poets was very small. He consulted Halifax ; but Halifax

affected to decline the office of adviser. He had, he said, done his best,

when he had power, to encourage men whose abilities and acquirements
might do honour to their country. 'Those timer, were over. Other maxims
had prevailed. Merit was suffered to pine in obscurity ; and the public

money was squandered on the undeserving. " I do know," he added, "a
gentleman who would celebrate the battle in a manner worthy of the subject

:

but I will not name him." Godolphin, who was expert at the soft answer
which tumeth away wrath, and who was under the necessity of paying court

to the Whigs, gently replied that there was too much ground for Halifax's

complaints, but that what was amiss should in time be rectified, and that

in tlie mean time the services of a man such as Halifax had described should
be lil)erally rewarded. Halifax then mentioned Addison, but, mindful of

the dignity as well as of the pecuniary interest of his friend, insisted that the

Minister should apply in the most courteous manner to Addison himself;

and this Godolphin promised to do.

Addison then occupied a garret up three pair of stairs, over a small shop
in the Haymarket. In this humble lodging he was surprised, on the morn-
ing which followed the conversation between Godolphin and Halifax, by a

visit from no less a person than the Right Honourable Henry Boyle, then

Chancellor of he Exchequer, and afterwards Lord Carleton This highborn
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minister had been sent bv the Lord Treasurer as ambassador to the needy

poet. Adaisim leadily undertook the proposed task, a task which, to so

good a Whig, was probably a pleasure. When the poem wai little more

than h.ilf finished, he showeti it to Godolphin, who was delishttd with it,

and particularly with the famous similitude of the Angel. Addison was

instantly appointed to a Comniissionership worth about two hundred pounds

a-year, "and was assured that this appointment was only an earnest of greater

favours.

The Campaign came forth, ar^' was as much admired by the public as by

the Minister. It pleads us less on the whule limn the Epistle to 1 alifax.

Yet it undoubtedly ranks high among the poems which appeared during the

interval between the death of Drydcn and the dawn of Pope's genius. '1 he

chief merit of the Campaign, we think, is that which was noticed by John-

son, the manly and rational rejection of fiction. The first great poet whose

works have come down to us sang of war long before war became a science

or a trade. If, in his time, there was enmity between two little Greek lowns,

each poured forth its crowd of citizens, ignorant of discipline, and armed with

implements of labour rudely turned into weapons. On each side appeared

conspicuous a few chiefs, whose wealth had enabled them to procure good

armour, horses, and chariots, and whose leisure had enabled them to practise

military exercises. One such chief, if he were a man of great strength,

agility, and courage, would probably be more formidable than twenty com-

mon men ; and the force and dexterity with which he hurled his spear might

have no inconsiderable share in deciding the event of the day. Such were

probably the battles with which Homer was familiar. But Homer related

the actions of men of a former generation, of men who sprang from the Gods,

and communed with the Gods face to face, of men, one of whom could with

ease hurl rocks which two sturdy hinds of a later period would be unable

even to lift. He therefore naturally represented their martial exploits as

resembling in kind, but far surpassing in magnitude, those of the stoutest

and most expert combatants of his own a^^-e. Achilles, clad in celestial

armour, drawn by celestial coursers, grasping the spear which none but him-

self could raise, driving all Troy and Lycia before him, and choking Sca-

mander with dead, was only a magnificent exaggeration of the real hero,

who, strong, fearless, accustomed to tlie use of weapons, guarded by a shield

and helmet of the best Sidonian fabric, and whirled along by horses of

Thessalian breed, struck down with his own right arm foe after foe. In all

rude societies similar notions are found. There are at this day countries

where the I.ifeguardsroan Shaw would be considered as a much greater

warrior than the Duke of Wellington. Buonaparte loved to describe the

astonishment with which the Mamelukes looked at his diminutive figure.

Mourad Bey, distinguished above all his fellows by his bodily strength, and

by the skill with which he managed his horse and his sabre, could not be-

lieve that a man who was scarcely five feet high, and rode like a butcher,

was the greatest soldier in Europe.

Homer's descriptions of war had therefore as much truth as poetry re-

quires. But truth was altogether wanting to the performances of those who,

writing about battles which had scarcely any thing in common with the

battles of his limes, servilely imitated his manner. The folly of Silius

Italicus, in particular is positively nauseous. He undertook to record in

verse the vicissitudes of a great struggle between generals of the first order :

and his narrative is made up of the hideous wounds which these generals

inflicted with their own hands. Astlrubal flings a spear which graces the

shoulder of the consul Nero ; but Nero sends his spear into Asdrubal's side.

Eabius slays Tliuris and Butes and Maris and Arses, and the long-haired

Adherbes, and the gigantic Thylis, and Sapharus and Monaesus, and the
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trumpeter Morinus. Hannibal runs Perusinus through the groin with a
stake, and breaks the backbone of Telesinus with a huge stone. This de-
testable fashion was copied in modern times, and continued to prevail down
to the age of Addison. Several versifiers had described William turnintj
thousands to flight by his single prowess, and dyeing the Boyne with Irish
blood.

^
Nay, so estimable a writer as John Philips, the author of the

Splendid Shilling, represented Marlborough as having won the battle of
Blenheim merely by strength of muscle and skill in fence. The following
lines may serve as an example

:

" Churchill, viewing where
The violence of Tallard most prevailed,
Came to oppose his slaughtering arm. With speed
Precipitate he rode, urging his way
O'er hills of gasping heroes, and fallen steeds
Rolling in death. Destruction, grim with blood.
Attends his furious course. Around his head
The glowing balls play innocent, while he
With dire impetuous sway deals fatal blows
Among the flying Gauls. In Gallic blood
He dyes his reeking sword, and strews the ground
With headless ranks. What can they do? Or how
Withstand his wide destroying sword ?

"

Addison, with excellent sense and taste, departed from this ridiculous

[fashion. He reserved his praise for the qualities which made Marlborough
jtndy great, energy, sagacity, military science. But, above all, the poet
'extolled the firmness of that mind which, in the midst of confusion, uproar,

and slaughter, examined and disposed every thing with the serene wisdom
of a higher intelligence.

Here it was that he introduced the famous comparison of Marlborough to

an Angel guiding the whirlwind. We will not dispute the general justice

of Jolinson's remarks on this passage. But we must point out one circum-

stance which appears to have escaped all the critics. The extraordinary

effect which this simile produced when it first appeared, and which to tlie

following generation seemed inexplicable, is doubtless to be chiefly attri-

buted to a line which most readers now regard as a feeble parenthesis,

" Such as, of late, o'er pale Britannia pass'd."

Addison spoke, not of a storm, but of the storm. The great tempest of

November, 1703, the only tempest which in our latitude has equalled the

rage of a tropical hurricane, had left a dreadful recollection in the minds of

all men. No other tempest was ever in this country the occasion of a par-

liamentary address or of a public fast. Whole fleets liad been cast away.

Large mansions had been blown dowTi. One Prelate had been buried

beneath the ruins of his Palace. London and Bristol had presented the

appearance of cities just .sacked. Hundreds of families were still in mourn-

ing. The prostrate tnmks of large trees, and the ruins of houses, still

attested, in all the southern counties, the fury of the blast. The popularity

which the simile of the angel enjoyed among Addison's contemporaries, has

always seemed to us to be a remarkable instance of the advantage which,

in rhetoric and poetry, the particular has over the general.

Soon after the Campaign, was published Addison's Narrative of his

Travels in Italy. 'I'iie first effect produced by this Narrative was disap-

pointment. The crowd of readers who expected politics and scandal, specu-

lations on the projects of Victor Amadeus, and anecdotes about the jollities

of convents and the amours of cardinals and nuns, were confounded by find-

ing that the writer's mind was much more occupied by the war between the

Trojans and Rutulians than by the war between France and Austria ; and

that he seemed to have heard no scandal of later date than the gallantries



LIFE AND WRITINGS OF ADDISON. 717

of the Empress Faustina. In time, however, the judjjment of the many
was OYernilcd by that of the few ; and, l>?fure the book w;vs rei)rinlc(l, it

was so eagerly sou^lit that it sold for live times the original price. It is

still read with pleasure : the style is pure and (lowing ; the classical quota-

tions and allusions are numerous and happy ; and we are now and then

charmed by that singularly humane and delicate humour in which Addison
excelled all men. Yet this agreeable work, even when considered merely
as the history of a literary tour, mayjustly be censured on account of its

faults of omission. We have already said that, though rich in extracts from
the I^atin poets, it contains scarcely any references to the Latin orators and
historians. We must add ili.it it contains little, or rather no information,

respectmg the history and literature of modem Italy. To the best of

our remembrance, Addison Aom not mention Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio,

Boiardo, Bemi, Lorenzo de' Medici, or Machiavelli. He coldly tells us,

that at Ferrara he saw the tomb of Ariosto, and that at Venice he heard
the gondoliers sing verses of 'i'asso. But for Tasso and Ariosto he cared far

less than for Valerius Flaccus and Sidonius ApoUinaris. The gentle flow

of the Ticin brings a line of Silius to his mind. The sulphurous steam of

Albula suggests t>i him several passages of Martial. But he has not a word
to say of the illustrious dead ol Santa Croce ; he crosses the wood of

Ravenna without recollecting tlie Spectre Huntsman, and wanders up and
down Rimini without one tliought of Francesca. At I'aris, he had eagerly

sought an introduction to Boileau ; but he seems not to have been at all

aware that at Florence he was in the vicinity of a poet with whom Boileau

could not sustain a comparison, of the greatest lyric poet of modem times,

of Vincenzio Filicaja. This is the more remarkable, because Filicaja was
the favourite poet of the accomplished Somers, under whose protection

Addison travelled, and to whom the account of the Travels is dedicated.

The trath is, that Addison knew little, and cared less, about the literature

of modem Italy. His favourite motlels were Latin. His favourite critics

were French. Half the Tuscan poetry that he had read seemed to him
monstrous, and the other half tawdry.

His Travels were followed by the lively Opera of Rosamond. This piece

was ill set to music, and therefore failed on the stage ; but it completely
succeede<l in print, and is indeed excellent in its kind. The smoothness
with which the verses glide, and the elasticity with which they bound, is,

to our ears at least, very pleasing. We are inclined to think th.at if Addi-
son had left heroic couplets to Pope, and blank verse to Kowe, and had
employed himself in writing airy and spirited songs, his reputation as a poet
would have stood far higher than it now does. Some years after his death,

Rosamond was set to new music by Doctor Ame ; and was performed with

complete success. Several passages long retained their popularity, and
were daily sung, during the latter part of George the Second's reign, at all

the harpsichords in England.
While Addison thus amused himself, his prospects, and the prospects of

his party, were constantly becoming brighter and brighter. In the spring

of 1705, the ministers were freed from the restraint imposed by a House of

Commons, in which Tories of the most cei verse cl.ass had the ascendency.
The elections were favourable to the Whigs. The coalition which had
been tacitly and gradually formed was now openly avowed. The Great

Seal was given to Cowper. Somers and Halifax were swom of the Coun-
cil. Halifax was sent in the following year to carry the decorations of the

order of the garter to the Electoral Prince of Hanover, and was accom-
panied on this honourable mission by Addison, who had just been made
Undersecretary of State. The Secretary of State under whom Addison
first served was Sir Charles Hedges, a Tory. But Hedaes was soon dis-
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missed to make room for the most vehement of Wliigs, Charles, Earl of

Sunderland. In every department of the state, indeed, the High Church-

men were compelled to give place to their opponents. At the close of

1707, the Tories who still remained in office strove to rally, with Harley

at their head. But the attempt, though favoured by the Queen, who had

always been a Tory at heart, and who had now quarrelled with the Duchess

of Marlborough, was unsuccessful. The time was not yet. The Captain

General was at the height of popularity and glory. The Low Church
party had a majority in Parliament. The country squires and rectors,

though occasionally uttering a savage growl, were for the most part in a

state of torpor, which lasted till they were roused into activity, and indeed
into madness, by the prosecution of Sacheverell. Harley and his adherents
were compelled to retire. The victory of the Whigs was complete. At
the general election of 1708, their strength in the House of Commons
became irresistible ; and, before the end of that j'ear, Somers was made
Lord President of the Council, and Wharton Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.

Addison sat for Malmsbury in the House of Commons which was elected

in 1708. But the House of Commons was not the field for him. The
bashfulness of his nature made his wit and eloquence useless in debate.

He once rose, but could not overcome his diffidence, and ever after re-

mained silent. Nobody can think it strange that a great writer should
fail as a speaker. But many, probably, will think it strange that Addison's
failure as a speaker should have had no unfavourable effect on his success

as a politician. In our time, a man of high rank and great fortune might,

though speaking very little and very ill, hold a considerable post. But it

would now be inconceivable that a mere adventurer, a man who, when out
of office, must live by his pen, should in a few years become successively

Undersecretary of State, chief Secretary for Ireland, and Secretary of

State, without some oratorical talent. Addison, without high birth, and
with little property, rose to a post which Dukes, the heads of the gi-eat

houses of Talbot, Russell, and Bentinck, have thought it an honour to fill.

Without opening his lips in debate, he rose to a post, the highest that

Chatham or Fox ever reached. And this he did before he had been nine
years in Parliament. We must look for the explanation of this seeming
miracle to the peculiar circumstances in which that generation was placed.

During the interval which elapsed between the time when the Censorship
of the Press ceased, and the time when parliamentary proceedings began to

be freely reported, literary talents were, to a public man, of much more
importance, and oratorical talents of much less importance, than in our
time. At present, the best vvay of giving rapid and wide publicity to a
fact or an argument is to introduce that fact or argument into a speech
made in Parliament. If a political tract were to appear superior to the
Conduct of the Allies, or to the best numbers of the Freeholder, the cir-

culation of such a tract would be languid indeed when compared with the

circulation of every remarkable word uttered in the deliberations of the

legislature. A speech made in the House of Com.mons at four in the
morning is on thirty thousand tables before ten. A speech made on the

Monday is read on the Wednesday by multitudes in Antrim and Aberdeen-
shire. The orator, by the help of the shorthand writer, has to a great

extent superseded the jjamphleteer. It was not so in the reign of Anne.
The best speech could then produce no effect exce[)t on those who heard
it! It was only by means of the press that the opinion of the j)ublic with
oil! doors could be influenced ; and the opinion of the public without doors

could not but be of the highest importance in a country governed byparlia-

ments, and indeed at that time governed by triennial parliaments. The pen
wailkerefcire a more formidable political engine than the tongue. Mr Pitt



LIIE AND WRITINGS OF ADDISON. 719

and Mr Fox contended only in Parliament. But Walpole and I'ulteney,

the Pitt and Fox of an earlier period, had not done half of what was
neccssar)', when they sat down amidst the acclamations of the House of
Commons. 1 hey had still to plead their cause before the country, and
this they could <\o only by means of the press. Their works aie now for-

gotten. But it is certain that there were in Grub Street few more assidu-

ous scribblers of Thoughts, Letters, Answers, Remarks, than these two
great chiefs of parties. Pulteney, when leader of the Opposition, and
possessed of thirty thousand a year, edited the Craftsman. Walpole,

tliough not a man of literary habits, was the author of at least ten pamjih-

lets, and retouched and corrected many more. These facts sufficiently

show of how great importance literary assistance then was to the contend-

ing parties. St John was, certainly, in Anne's reign, the best T017
speaker ; Cowper was probably the best Whig speaker. But it may well

be doubted whether St John did so much for the Tories as Swift, and

whether Cowper did so much for the Whigs as Addison. When these

things are duly considered, it will not be thought strange that Addison
should have climbed higher in the state than any other Knglishman has

ever, by means merely of literary talents, been able to climb. Swift

would, in all probability, have climbed as high, if he had not been en-

cumbered by his cassock and his pudding sleeves. As far as the homage
of the great went. Swift had as much of it as if he had been Lord Treasurer.

To the influence which Addison derived from his literary talents was
added all the influence which arises frorrPcTiaracter. J tie world, always

ready t.V tiiini^hf wni-gt nt pf^Hy
j^
oUUcal adventurers, was forced to make

one exception. Restlessness, violence, audacity, laxity of principle, are

the vices ordinarily attributed to that ciasS 6f lllCT. But faction itself

could not deny that Addison had, through all changes of fortune, been

strictly faithful to his early opinions , and to his early friends ; that his

int^£i-ity_was wnUiput stain; that ms whole deportment indicated a fine

sense of the becoming ; that, in tne "uTmost heat of coirtroyersy, his zeal

was tempered by a reg^ard lor truth, humanity, and social decorum ; that"

no outrage could ever provoke him to retaliation unworthy ot a christian

and a gentleman ; and that his only faults were a too sensitive delicacy,

and a modesty which amounted to bashfulness.

He was undoubtedly one of the most popu lar men of his time ; and much
of his popularity he owed, we Deiieve, lo IMl Very timidity"which his friends

lamented. That timidity often prevented him from exhibiting his talents to

the best advantage. But it propitiated Nemesis. It averted that envy which

would otherwise have been excited by fame so splendid, and by so rapid an

elevation. No man is so great a favourite with the public as he who is at

once nn nbjprt of ad n^'^at ion, of resp^^^, ^r"^ of pi'y
;

?tnd such were the

feelingsjttdiicli Addison inspired. Those who enjoyed the privilege of hear-

ing his familiar conversation, declared with one voice that it was superior

even to his writings. The brilUant Mary Montague said, that she had known
all the wits, and that Addison was the best company in the world. The
malignant Pope was forced to o\vn, that there was a charm in Addison's

talk, lAhich could be found nowhere else. Swift, wlien burning with animo-

sity against the Whig.^, could not but confess to Stella that, after all, he had

never known any associate so agreeable as Addison. Steele, an excellent

judge of lively conversation, said, that the conversation of Addison was at

once the most polite, and the most mirthful, that could be imagined ; that

it was Terence and Catullus in one, heightened by an exquisite something

which wa-s neither Terence nor Catullus, but Addison alone. Young, an

excellent judge of serious conversation, said, that when Addison was at his

ease, he went on in a noble strain of thought and language, so as to chain
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the attention of every hearer. Nor were Addison's g;reat colloquial powers
more admirable than the courtesy and softness of heart which appeared in

his conversation. At the same time it would be too much to say that he
was wholly devoid of the malice which is, perhaps, inseparable from a keen
sense of the ludicrous. He had one habit which both Swift and Stella ap-

plauded, and which we hardly know how to blame. If his first attempts

to set a presuming dunce right were ill received, he changed his tone,

"assented with civil leer," and lured the flattered coxcomb deeper and

deeper into absurdity. That such was his practice we should, we think,
* have guessed from his works. The Tatler's criticisms on Mr Softly's sonnet,

and the Spectator's dialogue with the politician who is so zealous for the

honour of LadyQ—p—t—s, are excellent specimens of this innocent mischief.

Such were Addison's talents for conversation. But his rare gifts were not

exhibited to crowds or to strangers. As soon as he entered a large com-
pany, as soon as he saw an unknown face, his lips were sealed, and his

manners became constrained. None who met him only in great assemblies

would have been able to believe that he was the same man who had often

kept a few friends listening and laughing round a table, from the time when
the play ended, till the clock of St Paul's in Covent Garden struck four.

Yet, even at such a table, he was not seen to the best advantage. To enjoy

his conversation in the highest ])erfection, it was necessary to be alone with

him, and to hear him, in his own phrase, think aloud. " There is no such

thing," he used to say, "as real conversation, but between two persons."

This timidity, a timidity surely neither ungraceful nor unamiable, led

Addison into the two most serious faults which can with justice be imputed

to him. He found that wine broke the spell which lay on his fine intellect,

and was therefore too easily seduced into convivial excess" Such excess was

in that age regillVlud, yveil by grave men, as the most venial of all pecca-

dilloes, and was so far from being a mark of illbreeding that it was almost

essential to the character of a fine gentleman. But the smallest speck is seen

on a white ground ; and almost all the biographers of Addison have said

something about this failing. Of any other statesman or writer of Queen
Anne's reign, we should no more think of saying that he sometimes took

too much wine, than that he wore a long wig and a sword.

To the excessive modesty of Addison's nature, we must ascribe another

fault which generally arises from a very different cause. He became a little

too fond of seeing himself surrounded by a small circle of admirers, to whom
he was as a King or rather as a i\o\. All these men were Tar inferior to

him m ability, ana some of them had very serious faults. Nor did those

faults escape his observation ; for, if ever there was an eye which saw through

and through men, it was the eye of Addison. But, with the I'^^nrsf phs""'-

vaHnn nnrl thfi fjnest Sense of the ridiculous, he had a large charitv. l"he

feeling with which he looked on most of his humble companions was one of

benevolence, slightly tinctured with contempt. He was at perfect ease in

their company ; he was (rrateluL lor their devoted attachment ; and he lpa<lcd

tham witJi__benefiLs. Their veneration for him appears to have exceeded

that with which Johnson was regarded by Boswell, or Warburton by Hurd.
It was not in the power of adulation to turn such a head, or deprave such

a heart, as Addison's. But it must in candour be admitted that he con-

tracted some of the faults which can scarcely be avoided by any person who
is so unfortunate as to be the oracle of a small literary coterie.

One member of this little society was Eustace Budgell, a young Templar
of some literature, and a distant relation of Addison. There was at this

time no stain on the character of Budgell, and it is not improbable that his

career would have been prosperous and honourable, if the life of his cousin

had been prolonged. But, when the master was laid in the grave, the dis
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ciple broke loose from all restraint, descendcfl rajiidly from one degree of

vice and misery to another, ruined his fortune by follies, attempted to rej)air

it by crimes, and at length closed a wicked ami unhaj^py life by sclfmurdcr.

Vet, to the last, the wretched man, gambler, lampooner, cheat, forger, as

he was, retained his affection and veneration for Adlison, and recorded
ihose feelings in the la.st lines which he traced before he hid himself from
infamy under London Bridge.

Another of Addison's favourite companions was Ambrose Phillipps, a good
Whig and a middling poet, who had the honour of bringing into fashion a
species of composition which has been called, after his name, Namby Pamby.
But the most remarkable members of the little senate, as Pope long after-

wards called it, were Richard Steele and Thomas Tickell.

Steele had known Addison from childhood. They had been together at

the Charter House and at Oxford ; but circumstances had then, for a time,

separated them widely. Steele had left collci^e without lakiiiL^ a decree.
hnH hppn di.;inh.'iiti-,l hv a rich relation^ liacl Iccl a vagrant life, Ijnd served

in the army, had trie tl tn find tlie philosopher's stone, and had writtena
religious' treatise and several coiiuelTes I le was one of those people wlTDm
it is impossible cilticr td hate or to respect. Mis temper was sweet, his

alTectiims warm, his spiri ts l ively, hi^ |inssions strong, and his princi])les

WXiE Ills hie was spenrin Mnn'iii;' and iepontin<^^j in inculcalit^y Win! was
rikdit. and doinL; what was winni^r In sj.LCuiaiion, he was a man of piety
and honour ; in p ractice he was n'uu h oi tlie rake and a little ol the suTnrTTer.
rTe" \'.'As. However, so iroodiiaturcd that it was not easv t(j be sliimu-!v angi-y

with him, and that even rii^id utitiali 'l> Tclt more inclined to pity tii an to
blame him, wiien lieTTTcl^l liini self into a smindn}-^ house or dianlv himself
int o a feve r. .Vddison regarded Steele with kindness nut unmingled with
scorn, trieUt with lilll.- siu-r.'s-;, lo k.-.-|i liini .iiif of irrnpov, il1lr"^|lirril llim

to thcj;reat. procured a good place for liim. rnnert.-.l lii^ |,lny< i p^l. thcu;di

by no means rich , le nt him large siiiiis of money . One (f these loans appears,
from a letter Uated iiT.\ugust, l7o;s, to have anmunted to a thousand pounds.
These pecuniary transactions probably led to frequent bickerings. It is

said that, on one occasion, Steele's negligence, or dishonesty, provoked
Addi>on to repay himself by the help of a bailiff. We cannot join with
Miss .Aikin in rejecting this story. Johnson heard it from Savage, who
heard it from Steele. Few private transactions which took place a hundred
and twenty years ago, are proved by stronger evidence than this. But wc
can by no means agree with those who condemn Addison's severity. The
most amiable of mankind may well be moved to indignation, when what he
h.as earned hardly, and lent with great inconvenience to himself, forthe purpose
of relieving a friend in distress, is squandered with insane profusion, ^^'e

will illustrate our meaning by an example, which is not the less striking be-
cause it is taken from fiction. Dr Harrison, in Fielding's Amelia, is repre-
sented as the most benevolent of human beings

; yet lie takes in execution,
not only the goods, but the person of his friend Booth. Dr Harrison resorts
to this strong measure because he has been informed that Booth, while plead-
ing i>overty a.s an excuse for not paying just debts, has been buying fine

jewellery, and setting up a coach. No person who is well acquainted with
Steele's life and correspondence can doubt that he liehaved quite as ill to

Addison as Booth wa.s accused of behaving to Dr Harrison. The reial his-

tory, we have little doubt, was something like this :—A letter comes to

Addison, imploring help in pathetic terms, and j)romising reformation and
speetly repayment. Poor Dick declares that he has not an inch of candle,
or a bushel of co.als, or cretlit with the butcher for a shoulder of mutton.
Addison is moved. He determines to deny himself some medals which are
wanting to his series of the Twelve Caesars ; to put off buying the new edi-
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rion of Eaylc's Dictionary ; and to wear his old sword and buckles another
year. In this way he manages to send a hundred pounds to his friend. The
next day he calls on Steele, and finds scores ofgentlemen and ladies assembled.
The fiddles are playing. The table is groaning under Champagne, Burgimdy,
and pyramids of sweetmeats. Is it strange that a man whose kindness is

thus abused, should send sheriffs officers to reclaim what is due to him?
Tickell was a young man, fresh from Oxford, who had introduced him-

self to public notice by writing a most ingenious and graceful little poem in

praise of the opera of Rosamond. He deserved, and at length attained,

the first place in Addison's friendship. For a time Steele and Tickell were
on good terms. But they loved Addison too much to love each other, and
it length became as bitter enemies as the rival bulls in Virgil.

At the close of 1 708 Wharton became Lord Lieutenant qflreland, and
appointed Addison Chief Secretary. Addison was consequently unaer the
necessity of quitting LonCtWn"for Dublin. Besides the chief secretaryship,

which was then worth about two thousand pounds a year, he obtained a
patent appointing him keeper of the Irish Records for life, with a salary

of three or four hundred a year. Budgell accompanied his cousin in the
capacity of private Secretary.

Wharton and Addison had nothing in common but Whiggism. The
Lord Lieutenant was not only licentious and corrupt, but was distinguished

from other libertines and jobbers by a callous impudence which presented
the strongest contrast to the Secretary's gentleness and delicacy. Many
parts of the Irish administration at this time appear to have deserved
serious blame. But against Addison there was not a murmur. He long
afterwards asserted, what all the evidence which we have ever seen tends
to prove, that his diligence and integrity gained the friendship of all the

most considerable persons in Ireland.

The parliamentary career of Addison in Ireland has, we think, wholly
escaped the notice of all his biographers. He was elected member for the
borough of Cavan in the summer of 1 709 ; and in the journals of two
sessions his name frequently occurs. Some of the entries appear to indi-

cate that he so far overcame his timidity as to make speeches. Nor is this

l)y any means improbable ; for the Irish House of Commons was a far less

formidable audience than the English House ; and many tongues which
were tied by fear in the greater assembly became fluent in the .smaller,

Gerard H.imilton, for example, who, from fear of losing the fame gained

by his single speech, sat mute at Westminster during forty years, spoke with
great effect at Dublin when he was Secretary to Lord Halifax.

\Miile Addison was in Ireland, an event occurred to which he owes his

high and permanent rank amonir British writers. As yet his fame rested on
performances which, though higlily respectable, were not built for duration,

and which would, if lie had produced nothing else, have now been almost
forgotten, on some excellent Latin verses, on some English verses which
occasionally rose above mediocrity, and on a book of travels, agreeably

written, but not indicating any extraordinaiy powers of mind. These
works showed him to be a man of taste, sense, and learning. The time

had come when he was to prove himself a man of genius, and to enrich our
literature with conipositi<jiis which will live as long as the English language.

r.. [)^o
'p-iiv^ iif

17"^ Stf-plo formf^.^ .n 1itf'rnry"pfnjcrf ^f ».l.;^li 1.^ ^.roc

far indeed from f iic^i^ciin'- tlKTconsociiiences. Periodical papers had during
many years been publisiied in London. Most of these were political ; but
in some of them (

|

iicstions of morality, taste, and love casuistry had been
digcussedi The literary merit oi tnese works was small indeed ; and even
th eir nnmes arp now knpwn only to tlie CUriouS.'

~ ~~ '

St e<lf. liad been -ippointed Gazetteer hv Sunderland, at the request, it is

saiil. of Adil'-.r.n. and thus had access to foreign intelligence earlier and



LIFE AND WRITINGS OF ADDISON. 723

more authentic than was in those times within the reach of an ordinary

newrswriter. This circumstance seems to have suggested to him the scheme
of publishing a periodical paper on a new plan. It was to appear on the

days on which tl'.e post left London for the country, which were, in that

generation, tlie Tiios<L-tvs. Thursdays, and Saturdays. It was to contain the

fore iirii news, accounts of thcalrical representations, and the literary gossip

oi Will sIBul of tlie (..recian . It was also to contain remarks on the fashion-

able topics ot the day, cum] 'liments to beauties, pasquinades on noted
sharper^, ana cniicwms on pi)|iiil.Tr preache rs. Ihe aim of Steele does m>t

afi^ear to have L>fcn at first liii^her than this. He was not ill qualified to

conduct the work which he had planned. His puMic intelli;'-eiu:t- he drew
fn^m the Ixist sources. He knew the town, anil had paid dear t(jr his know-
ledge! He had read much more than the dissipated men of that time were

iirfftg' habit of'readiiij '. Tl.. ^^7^J i nlf> ninr.ng ^..-li olars, and a .scholar

am cinL'^ rakes. His >i>le u.v^ ci-^y a ii«l not incorrect ; and, though his wit

and humour were of"n'> Ir.j^h order*, lll ^ l^uy aiiinial spirits imparted to h is

compositions an air ol \ivacity which ordinary readers could hardly distin-

guish (I'lilll (.'Umli: ijell!u>.

—

Mis \uitiiigs ha >e been well compared to those

light wines which, thou'jh deficient in body and flavour. ?""f yf f " pl^^n^innt

small drink, if not kept too long, or carried tooJar.
Isaac BickerstafT, Esquire, Astrologer, was an imaginary person, almost

as well known in that age as Mr Paul Pry or Mr Samuel Pickwick in ours.

Swift had a-ssumed the name of Hirkerstaff in a satirical pamphlet against

Partridge, the maker of almanacks. Partridge had been fool enough to

publish a furious reply. Bickerstaff had rejoined in a second pamphlet still

more diverting than the first. All the wits had combined to keep up the

joke, and the town was long in convulsions of laughter. Steele determined

to employ the name which this controversy had made popular ; and, in

1709, it was announced that Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, Astrologer, was / ^^
about to publish a paper called the Tatler, /

Addison had not been t^nuUfi^ fi^^iit *>^'s
'^c>

ipmp : but as soon as he
heard of it, he iietennined to ^ive his assistance. The effect of that assist-

ance cannot be better descnbeu tftan m~Steele's own words. "I fared,"

he said, " like a distressed prince who calls in a powerful neighbour to his

aid. I was undone bv my au.xiliaiy. When I had once called him in, I

could not subsist wiihflUt di^rgnffgnce on him." "The paper," lie says

els^vhere, ^' was advanced indeed. TTwas raised to a greater thing than

I inte

[t is probable that Addison, when he sent across St George's Channel
his first contributions to the Tatler had no notion of the extent and variety

of his own powers. He was the possessor of a vast mine, rich with a hun-

dred ores. But he had l^een acquainted only with the least precious part of

his treasures, and had hitherto contented himself with producing sometimes
Copper and sometimes lead, intermingled with a little silver. All at once,

and by mere accident, he had lighted on an inexhaustible vein of the finest

gold.

The mere rhnir^ .tnd armn^rpm^nt nf his wnrds uniild bnvp <;iiffirprl to

make his essays classical. For never, not even by Dryden, not even by

Temple, had tlie P"-nglish language l)een written with such sweetness, grace,

and facility. But this was the smallest part of Addison's praise. MllM lie

clothed his thoughts in the half French style of Horace \Vaipole, or in the

half Latin style of Dr Johnson, or in the half German jargon of the preseni

day, his genius would have triumphed over all faults of manner. As a
mnral satirist he Stands unrivalled. If ever the best Tatlers and Spectators

were equalled in their own kiHfl, we should be inclined to guess that it must

have been by the lost comedies of Menander.
In vsit, properly ro called, Addison was not inferior to Cowley or Butler.
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No single ode of Cowley contains so many happy analogies as are crowded
into the lines to Sir Godfrey Kneller ; and we would undertake to collect

from the Spectators as great a number of ingenious illustrations as can be
found in Hudibras. The still hii7]jf fnrnlfy <^f ir)vfntin n Addison pos-
sessed in still larger measure. The numerous fictions^ eenerally orimna l.

often wild and grotesque, but always singularly graceful and tiaEIiy, which
are found in hTT^L-iAyj, fully cntiLlU'llIm to the rank of a great poet, a rank
to which his metrical compositions give him no claim. As an ol,j5erver of

life^^f manners, of all the shades of human character, he stands in theTirsl

I

class! And what he oDserved he nad the art of communicating in two
_
widely different ways. He could describe virtues, vices, habits, whims, as

|,
well as Clarendon. But he could do something better. He could call

I

human beings into existence, and make them exhibit themselves. If

Ijwish to find any thing more vivid than Addison's best portraits, we mu.st gi..

•either to Shakspeare or to Cervantes. ' ^

But what shall we say of Addison's humour, of his sense of the ludicrous,

of his power of awakening that sense in others, and of drawing mirth from
incidents which occur every day, and from little peculiarities of temper and
manner, such as may be found in every man ? We feel the charm : we give

ourselves up to it : but we strive in vain to analyse it.

Perhaps the best way of describing Addison's peculiar pleasantry is to

compare it with the pleasantry of some other great satirists. The three

most eminent masters of the art of ridicule, during the eighteenth century,

were, we conceive, Addison, Swift, and Voltaire. Which of the three had
the greatest power of moving laughter may be questioned. But each of

them, within his own domain, was supreme.
Voltaire is the prince of buffoons. His merriment is without disguise oi

restraint. He gambols; he grins; he shakes his sides ; he points the finger;

he turns up the nose ; he shoots out the tongue. The manner of Swift is

the very opposite to this. He moves laughter, but never joins in it. Tie

appears in his works such as he appeared in society. AH the company are

convulsed with merriment, while the Dean, the author of all the mirth, pre-

serves an invincible gravity, and even sourness of aspect, and gives utterance

to the most eccentric and ludicrous fancies, with the air of a man reatling

the commination service.

The manner of Addison is as remote from that of Swift as from that of

Voltaire. He neither laughs out like the French wit, nor, like the Irish

wit, throws a double portion of severity into his countenance while laughing
inwardly ; but preserves a look peculiarly his own, a look of demure serenity,

disturbed only by an arch sparkle of the eye, an almost imperceptible eleva-

tion of the brow, an almost imperceptible curl of the lip. His tone is never
that either of a Jack Pudding or of a Cynic. It is that of a gentleman, in

whom the quickest sense of the ridiculous is constantly tempered by good
nature and good breeding.

We own that the humour of Addison is, in our opinion, of a more delicious

flavour than the humour of either Swift or. Voltaire. Thus much, at least,

is certain, that both Swift and Voltaire have been successfully mimicked,
and that no man has yet been able to mimic Addison. The letter of the

Abbe Coyer to Pansophe is Voltaire all over, and imposed, during a long

time, on the Academicians of Paris. There are passages in Arbuthnot's
satirical works which we, at least, cannot distinguish from Swift's best

writing. But of the many eminent men who have made Addison their

model, though several have copied his mere diction with happy effect, none
has been able to catch the tone of his pleasantry. In the World, in the

Connoisseur, in the Mirror, in the Lounger, there are numerous papers

v«Tiften in obvious imitation of his Tatlers and Spectators. ^Most of those
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papers have si>n»e merit ; many are very lively and amusiny ; Imt there is

not a sinj^le one which couUl be passed off as Addison's on a critic of the

smallest perspicacity.

Hut that wliicii chiefly distinguishes Addison from Swift, from Voltaire,

from almost all the other great masters of ridicule, is the grace, the noble-

ness, the moral purity, which we find even in his merriment Severity,

gradually hardening and darkening into misanthropy, characterizes the

works of Swift. The nature of \'oltaire was, indeed, not inhuman ; but he
venerated nothing. Neither in the masteqiieces of art nor in the purest

examples of virtue, neither in the (ireat First Cause nor in the awful enigma
of the grave, could he see any thing but subjects for drollery. The more
solemn and august the theme, the more monkeylike was his grimacing and
chattering. The mirth of Swift is the mirth of Mephistophiles ; the mirth

of Voltaire is the mirth of Puck. If, as Soame Jenyns odilly imagined, a

portion of the happiness of .Serai^him and just men made perfect be derived"

from an exquisite perception of the ludicrous, their mirth must surely be
none other tnan the mirth of Addison ; a mirth consistent with tender com-
passion for all that is frail, and with profound reverence for all that is

sublime. No^Juag pre.it. nothiuL" amiable, no moral duty, no d octrine of

natural or revealed ' l'_[;i"
ll i

*'''' ''^''''' b.wn .-is>;oiinirrl hv Addison with any
tlegradmg u iea. Tl is humanity is witliout a parallel in lilerai-y liislo p)'. The
hi [TllPs^ p iniif

''^ ^iiiii.' 1-: III pusscss Doundless power without abusing it.

No kind of power is more iormidable tlian the ]iower ol makmg men
rji^iriilniis ; .nnd that power Addi'on 1 assessed in boundless nieasure. How
grossly that power was abused by Swift and by ^'oltaire is well known.
But of Addison it may be confidently affirmed tha t he has blackened no
man's character, nay, that it wolild be dillicuit. ilTTot impossiVjle. to find in "

all the Volumes wiiicii lie has left us a sintiie taunt which can be calleJ

ungenerous or unkmd. ^'et he had detractors, whose malignity might nave
seemed to justify as terrible a revenge as that which mrji, not superior to

him in genius, wreaked on Eettesworth and on Franc de i'ompignan. He
was a poli ^irinn • h^ uns ihp \^<t writi^r ff his party : he lived in times of

fie rce excitement, in times when jicrsons iS liijrh character and station stooped
to scurrility such as is now practised only by the basest of mankind. \'et no
provocation and no example could induce him to return railing lor railing.

Of the service which his Essays rendered to morality it is difficult to speak
too highly. It is true that, when the Tatler appeared, that age of out-

rageous pn.f;;^peness and lii entiniisness whirh followed the Kesloiation had
pa^jsed

,
awav. Jeremy Collier had shamed the tlicaties into something

which, compared with the excesses of Etherege and Wycherley, might be

called decency. 'Set there still lingered in the public mind a pernicious

notion that therf; was snmp rnnnf»rlir.n li.tiit.an jinniiin ii l

j

imn i

^
.i

j

between the domestic virtues and the sullen formality of the Puritans. That
error it is the tdorv of Addison to have dispelled . He taught the nation

that the faith and the morality of Hale and Tillotson might be found in

company with wit more sparkling than the wit of Congreve, and with
humour richer than the humour of \'anbrugh. .So effectually, indeed, did

he fcto. t on vice- ih.; mo( kerv ^ Inch had recentlv been directed arainst virtue.

t!int siiir.^ hi.^ ti me, ilip open violation of decency has always been considered
n moiinr 11^ ^<^ ilii- mnil- pf ^ fn.^1 And this revolution, the greatest and
most salutary ever elTecte<l by .any satirist, he accomplishetl, be it remem-
beR'd, wit' iout writiii'j;

one personal lampoon .

In the early contributions ot Addison to the Tatler his peculiar powers
were not fully exhibited. Vet from the first, his superiority to all his co-

adjutors was evident. Some of his later Tatlers are fully equal to any thing

that he ever wrote. Among the portraits, we most admire Tom Folio, Ned
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Softly, and the Political Upholsterer. • The proceedings of the Court of

Honour, the Thermometer of Zeal, the story of the Frozen Words, the

Memoirs of the Shilling, are excellent specimens of that ingenious and lively

species of fiction in which Addison excelled all men. There is one still

better paper of the same class. But though that paper, a hundred and
thirty-three years ago, was probably thought as edifying as one of Smalridge's

sermons, we dare not indicate it to the squeamish readers of the nineteenth

century.

During the session of Parliament which commenced in November, 1709,
and which the impeachment of Sacheverell has made memorable, Addison
appears to have resided in London. The Taller was now more popular

than any periodical paper had ever been ; and his connection with it was
generally known. It was not kno^vn, however, that almost every thing

good in the Tatler was his. The truth is that the fifty or sixty numbers
which we owe to him were not merely the best, but so decidedly the best

that any five of them are more valuable than all the two hundred numbers
in which he had no share.

He required, at this time, all the solace which he could derive from
literary success. The Queen had always disliked the Whigs. She had
during some years disliked the Marlborough family. But, reigning by a

disputed title, she could not venture directly to oppose herself to a majority

of both Houses of Parliament ; and, engaged as she was in a war on the

event of which her own Crown was staked, she could not venture to dis-

grace a great and successful general. But at length, in the year 1710, the

causes which had restrained her from showing her aversion to the Low
Church party ceased to operate. The trial of Sacheverell produced an out-

break of public feeling scarcely less violent than the outbreaks which we
can ourselves remember in 1820, and in 1831. The country gentlemen, the

country clergymen, the rabble of the towns, were all, for once, on the same
side. It was clear that, if a general election took place before the excite-

ment abated, the Tories would have a majority. The services of Marl-

borough had been so splendid that they were no longer necessary. The
Queen's throne was secure from all attack on the part of Lewis. Indeed,

it seemed much more likely that the English and German armies would
divide the spoils of Versailles and Marli than that a Marshal of France
would bring back the Pretender to St James's. The Queen, acting by the

advice of Harley, determined to dismiss her servants. In June the change
commenced. Sunderland was the first who fell. The Tories exulted over

his fall. The Whigs tried, during a few weeks, to persuade themselves

that her Majesty had acted only from personal dislike to the Secretary, and
that she meditated no further alteration. But, early in August, Godolphin
was surprised by a letter from Anne, which directed him to break his white

staff. Even after this es'ent, the irresolution or dissimulation of Harley kept
up the hopes of the Whigs during another month ; and then the ruin became
rapid and violent. The Parliament was dissolved. The Ministers were'

turned out. The Tories were called to office. The tide of popularity ran

violently in favour of the High Church party. That party, feeble in the

late House of Commons, was now irresistible. The power which the Tories

had thus suddenly acquired, they used with blind and stupid ferocity. The
howl which the whole pack set up for prey and for blood appalled even

him who had roused and unchained them. When, at this distance of time,

we calmly review the conduct of the discarded ministers, we cannot but feel

a movement of indignation at the injustice with which they were treated.

N"o body of men had ever administered the government with more energy,

ability, and moderation ; and their success had been proportioned to their

wisdom. They had saved Holland and Germany. They had humbled

I
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France. They, had, as it seemed, all but torn Spain from the House of

Bourbon. They had made Enjjland the first power in luirope. At home
they had united Enjjland and Scotland. They had respected the rights of

conscience and the liberty of the subject. They retired, leaving their coun-
try at the height of prosperity and glory. And yet they were pursued to

their retreat by such a roar of obloquy as was never raised against the

government which threw away thirteen colonies, or against the government
which sent a gallant army to perish in the ditches of \\ alcheren.

None of the Whigs suffered more in the general wreck than Addison.
He had just sustainevi some heavy pecuniary losses, of the nature of which
we are imperfectly informed, when his Secretaryship was taken from him.

He had reason to believe tiiat he should also be i eprived of the sinnll Irish

office which he held by patent. He had just resigned his Fellowship. It

seems probable that he had already ventured to raise his eyes to a great

lady, and that, while his political friends were in power, and while his own
fortunes were rising, he had been, in the phrase of the romances which were-

then fashionable, permitted to hope. But Mr Addison the ingenious writer,!

and Mr Addison the chief Secretary, were, in her ladyship's opinion, twol

very different persons. All these calamities united, however, could not\

disturb the serene cheerfulness of a mind conscious of innocence, and rich
\

m its own wealth. He told his friends, with smiling resignation, that they

ought to admire his philosophy, that he had lost at once his fortune, his

place, his fellowship, and his mistress, that he must think of turning tutoi

again, and yet that his spirits were as gocKl as ever.

He had one consolation. Of the unpopularity which his friends had
incurred, he had no share. Such was ttie esteem with which he was regarded

that, while the most violent measures were taken for the purpose of forcing

Tory members on Whig corporations, he was returned to Parliament with-

out even a contest. Swift, who was now in London, and who had already

determined on quitting the Whigs, wrote to Stella in these remarkable

words: "The Tories carry it among the new members six to one. Mr
Addison's election has passed easy and undisputed ; and I believe if he had
a mind to be king, he would hanily be refused."

The good will with which the Tories regarded Addison is the more hon-

ourable to him, because it had not been purchased by any concession on his

part. During the general election he published a political Journal, entitled

the Whig Examiner. Of that Journal it maybe sufficient to say that John-
.son, in spite of his strong political prejudices, pronounced it to be superior

in wit to any of Swift's writings on the other side. When it ceased to

appear. Swift, in a letter to Stella, expressed his exultation at the death of

so formidable an antagonist. " He might well rejoice," says Johnson, " at

the death of that which he could not have killed." " (Jn no occasion,"

he adds, " was the genius of Addison more vigorously exerted, and in none
did the superiority of his powers more evidently appear."

1 The only use which Addison appears to have made of the favour with

[which he was regarded by the Tories was to .save some of his friends from
/the general ruin of the Whig party. He felt himself to be in a situation

which made it his duty to take a decided part in politics. But the case of

Steele and of Ambrose Phillipps was dilferent. For Phillipps, Addison
even condescended to solicit, with what success we have not ascertained.

Steele held two places. He was Gazetteer, and he was also a Commissioner
of Stamps. The Gazette was taken from him. But he was suffered to

retain his place in the Stamp Office, on an implied understanding that he

should not be active against the new government ; and he was, during more
than two years, induced by Addison to observe this armistice with toler-

able ndelity.
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Isaac Bickerstaff accordingly became silent upon politics, and the article

of news, which had once formed about one third of his paper, altogether

disappeared. The Tatler had completely changed its character. It was
now nothing but a series of essays on books, morals, and manners. Steele

therefore resolved to bring it to a close, and to commence a nev/ work on
an improved plan. It was announced that this new work would be pub-
lished daily. The undertaking was generally regarded as bold, or rather

rash ; but the event amply justified the confidence with which Steele relied

on the fertility of Addison's genius. On the second of January, 1711, ap-

peared the last Tatler. At the beginning of March following, appeared the

first of an incomparable series of papers, containing observations on life and
literature by an imaginary Spectator.

The Spectator himself was conceived and drawn by Addison ; and it is

not easy to doubt that the portrait was meant to be in some features a like-

ness of the painter. The Spectator is a gentleman who, after passing a

studious youth at the university, has travelled on classic ground, and has
bestowed much attention on curious points of antiquity. He has, on his

return, fixed his residence in London, and has observed all the forms of life

which are to be found in that great city, has daily listened to the wits of

Will's, has smoked with the philosophers of the Grecian, and has mingled
with the parsons at Child's, and with the politicians at the St James's. In
the morning, he often listens to the hum of the Exchange; in the evening, his

face is constantly to be seen in the pit of Drury Lane theatre. But an insur-

mountable bashfulness prevents him from opening his mouth, except in a

small circle of intimate friends.

These friends were first sketched by Steele. Four of the club, the tem-

plar, the clergyman, the soldier, and the merchant, were uninteresting

figures, fit only for a backgi'ound. But the other two, an old country baronet

and an old town rake, though not delineated with a very delicate pencil,

had some good strokes. Addison took the nide outlines into his own hands,

retouched them, coloured them, and is in truth the creator of the Sir Roger
de Coverley and the Will Honeycomb with whom we are all familiar.

"^ The plan of the Spectator must be allowed to be both original and emin-

ently happy. Every valuable essay in the series maybe read with plea.sure

separately
;
yet the five or six hundred essays form a whole, and a whole

which has the interest of a novel. It must be remembered, too, that at that

time no novel, giving a lively and powerful picture of the common life and
manners of En2;Iand, had appeared. Richardson was working as a com-
positor. Fielding was robbing birds' nests. Smollett was not yet born.

I'he narrative, therefore, which connects together the Spectator's Essays,

gave to our ancestors their first taste of an exquisite and untried pleasure.

That narrative was indeed constmcted with no art or labour. The events

were such events as occur every day. Sir Roger comes up to town to see

Eugenio, as the worthy baronet always cajls Prince Eugene , goes with the
Spectator on the water to Spring Gardens, walks among the tombs in the

Abbey, and is frightened by the Mohawks, but conquers his apprehension
so far as to go to the theatre, when the Distressed Mother is acted. The
Spectator pays a visit in the summer to Coverley Hall, is charmed with the
old house, the old butler, and the old chaplain, eats a jack caught by Will
Wimble, rides to the assizes, and hears a point of law discussed by Tom
Touchy. At last a letter from the honest butler brings to the club the news
that Sir Roger is dead. Will Honeycomb marries and reforms at sixty.

The club breaks up ; and the Spectator resigns his functions. Such events
can hardly be said to form a plot

; yet they are related with such truth, such
grace, such wit, such humour, such pathos, such knowledge of the human
heart, such knowledge of the ways of the world, that they charm us on the

I
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huijflredth penisal. We have not the least uoubt that, if Addison had
written a novel, on .m cxtetisive ])lan, it would liave been superior to any
that we possess. As it is, he is entitled to be considered not only as the

greatest of the English essayists, but as the forerunner of the great English
novelists.

We say this of Addison alone ; for Addison is the Spectator. About
three sevenths of the work are his ; and it is no exaggeration to say, that his

worst essay is as good xs the best essay of any of his coadjutors. I lis best

essays approach near to abjolute perfection ; nor is their excellence more
wonderful than their variety. His invention never seems to flag; nor is

he ever under the necessity of repeating himself, or of wearing out a sub-

ject. There are no dregs in his wine. He regales us after the fashion of

that prodigal nabob who held that there was only one good glass in a bottle.

As soon as we have tasted the first sparkling foam of a jest, it is withdrawn,
and a fresh draught of nectar is at our lips. On the ^IoTKlay we have an
allegory as lively and ingenious as Lucian's Auction of Lives ; on the Tues-
day an Eastern apologue, as richly coloured as the Tales of .Scherezade ; on
the Wednesday, a character described with the skill of La Bruyere ; on the

Thursday, a scene from common life, equal to the best chapters in the Vicar
of Wakefield ; on the Friday, .some sly Horatian pleasantry on fashionable

follies, on hoops, patches, or puppet shows ; and on the Saturday a religious

meditation, which will bear a comparison with the finest passages in Mas-
sillon. •

It is dangerous to select where there is so much that deserves the highest

praise. We will venture, however, to say, that any person who wi.shes to

form a just notion of the extent and variety of Addison's powers, will do
well to read at one sitting the following papers, the two Visits to the Abbey,
the Visit to the Exchange, the Journal of the Retired Citizen, the Vision ol

Mirza, the Transmigrations of Pug the Monkey, and the Death of Sii

Roger de Coverley.*

i'he least valuable of Addison's contributions to the Spectator are, in the

judgment of our age, his critical papers. Yet his critical papers are always
luminous, and often ingenious. The very worst of them must be regarded

as creditable to him, when the character of the school in which he had been
trained is fairly considered. The best of tliem were much too good for his

readers. In truth, he was not so far behind our generation as he was before

his own. No essays in the Spectator were more censured and derided than

those in which he raised his voice against the contempt with which our fine

old ballads were regarded, and showed the scoffers that the same gold which,

burnished and polished, gives lustre to the ^'Eneid and the Odes of Horace,

is mingled with the rude dross of Chevy Chace.

It is not strange that the success of the Spectator should have lieen such

as no similar work has ever obtained. The number of copies daily distri-

buted was at first three thousand. It subsequently increased, and had risen

to near four thousand when the stamp tax was imposed. That tax was fatal

to a crowd of journals. The Spectator, however, stood its ground, doubled

its price, and, though its circulation fell off, still yielded a large revenue both

to the state and to the authors. For particular papers, the demand was im-

mense ; of some, it is said, twenty thousand copies were required. But this

was not all. To have the .Spectator served up every morning with the bohea
and rolls, was a luxury for the few. The majority were content to wait till

essa)-s enough had appeared to form a volume. Ten thousand copies ol

each volume were immediately taken off, and new editions were called for.

It must be remembered, that the population of England was then hardly a

* Nos. 26, 329, 69, 317. 159, 343, 517. The«e napers arc all in the first s<?ven volume*
The eighth must be considered as a separate work.
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third of what it now is. The number of EngHshmen who were in the habit

of reading, was probably not a sixth of what it how is. A shopkeeper or a

fanner who found any pleasure in literature, was a rarity. Nay, there was
doubtless more than one knight of the shire whose country seat did not con-

tain ten books, receipt books and books on farrieiy included. In these cir-

cumstances, the sale of the Spectator must be considered as indicating a

popularity quite as great as that of the most successful works of Sir Walter
Scott and Mr Dickens in our own time.

At the close of 17 12 the Spectator ceased to appear. It was probably
felt that the shortfaced gentleman and his club had been long enough before

the town ; and that it was time to withdraw them, and to replace them by
a new set of characters. In a few weeks the first number of the Guardian
was published. But the Guardian was unfortunate both in its birth and in

its death. It began in dulness, and disappeared in a tempest of faction.

The original plan was bad. Addison contributed nothing till sixty-six num-
bers had appeared ; and it was then impossible to make the Guardian
what the Spectator had been. Nestor Ironsides and the Miss Lizards were
people to whom even he could impart no interest. He could only furnish

some excellent little essays, both serious and comic ; and this he did.

Why Addison gave no assistance to the Guardian, during the first two
months of its existence, is a question which has puzzled the editors and bio-

graphers, but which seems to us to admit of a very easy solution. He was
then engaged in bringin|[ his Cato on the stage.

The- first four acts of this drama had been lying in his desk since his

return from Italy. His modest and sensitive nature shrank from the risk

of a public and shameful failure ; and, though all who saw the manuscript
were loud in praise, some thought it possible that an audience might become
impatient even of very good rhetoric, and advised Addison to print the play

without hazarding a representation. At length, after many fits of appre-

hension, the poet yielded to the urgency of his political friends, who hoped
that the public would discover some analogy between the followers of Caesar

and the Tories, between Sempronius and the apostate Whigs, between
Cato struggling to the last for the liberties of Rome, and the band of patriots

who still stood firm round Halifax and Wharton.
Addison gave the play to the managers of Drury Lane theatre, without

stipulating for any advantage to himself. They, therefore, thought them-
selves bound to spare no cost in scenery and dresses. The decorations, it

is true, would not have pleased the skilful eye of Mr Macready. Juba's
waistcoat blazed with gold lace ; Marcia's hoop was worthy of a Duchess
on the birthday ; and Cato wore a wig worth fifty guineas. The prologue
was v/ritten by Pope, and is undoubtedly a dignified and spirited composition.

The part of the hero was excellently played by Booth. Steele undertook
to pack a house. The boxes were in a blaze with the stars of the Peers in

Opposition. The Pit was crowded with attentive and friendly listeners

from the Inns of Court and the literary coffee-houses. Sir Gilbert Heath-
cote, Governor of the Bank of England, was at the head of a powerful body
of auxiliaries from the city, warm men and true Whigs, but better known
at Jonathan's and Garraway's than in the haunts of wits and critics.

These precautions were quite superfluous. The Tories, as a body, re-

garded Addison with no unkind feelings. Nor was it for their interest,

professing, as they did, profound reverence for law and prescription, and
abhorrence both of popular insurrections and of standing armies, to appro-

priate to themselves reflections thrown on the great military chief and
demagogue, who, with the support of the legions and of the common people,

subverted all the ancient institutions of his country. Accordingly, every

shout that was raised by the members of the Kit Cat was echoed by the
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High Churchmen of the October ; and the curtain at length fell amidst
thunders of unanimous applause.
The delight and admiration of the town were described by the Guardian in

terms which we miji;ht attribute to partiality, were it not that the Examiner,
the organ of the Slinistr)', held siniibr languague. The Tories, indeed,
found much to sneer at in the conduct of their opponents. Steele had on
this, as on other occasions, shown more zeal than taste or judgment. The
honest citizens who marched under the orders of Sir Gibby, as he was
facetiously called, probably knew better when to buy and when to sell

stock than when to clap and when to hiss at a play, and incurred some
ridicule by making the hypocritical Sempronius their favourite, and by
giving to his insincere rants louder plaudits than they bestowed on the
temperate eloquence of Cato. Wharton, too, who had the incredible
effrontery to applaud the lines about flying from prosperous vice and from
the power of impious men to a private station, did not escape the sarcasms
of those who justly thought that he could fly from nothing more vicious or
impious than himself. The epilogue, which was written by Garth, a zealous
Whig, was severely anil not unreasonably censured a^ ignoble and out of
place. But Addison was described, even by the bitterest Tory writers, as
a gentleman of wit and virtue, in whose friendship many persons of both
parties were happy, and whose name ought not to be mixed up with
factious squabbles.

Of the jests by which the triumph of the Whig party was disturbed, the
most severe and happy was Bolingbroke's. Between two acts, he sent for

Booth to his box, and presented him, before the whole theatre, with a purse
of fifty guineas for defending the cause of liberty so well against a perpetual
Dictator. This was a pungent allusion to the attempt which MarIVx>rough
had made, not long before his fall, to obtain a patent creating him Captain
General for life.

It was April ; and in April, a hundred and thirty years ago, the London
season was thought to be far advanced. During a whole month, however,
Cato was performed to overflowing houses, and brought into the treasury
of the theatre twice the gains of an ordinary spring. In the summer the
Drury Lane company went down to the Act at Oxford, and there, before
an audience which retained an affectionate remembrance of Addison's ac-

complishments and virtues, his tragedy was acted during several days. The
gownsmen began to besiege the theatre in the forenoon, and by one in the
afternoon all the seats were filled.

About the merits of the piece which had so extraordinary an effect, the
public, we suppose, has made up its mind. To compare it witli the master-
pieces of the Attic stage, with the great English dramas of the time of
Elizabeth, or even with the productions of Schiller's manhood, would be
absurd indec-tl. Vet it contains excellent dialogue and declamation, and,
among plays, fashioned on the French model, must be allowed to rank
high ; not indeed with Athalie, or Saul ; but, we think, not below Cinna,
and certainly above any other English tragedy of the same school, above
many of the plays of Conieille, above many of the plays of Voltaire and
Alfieri, and above some plays of kacine. Be this as it may, we have little

doubt that Cato did xs much as the Tatlers, Spectators, and Freeholders
united, to raise Addison's fame among his contemporaries.
The modesty and good nature of the successful dramatist had tamed even

the malignity of faction. But literary envy, it shonid seem, is a fiercer
passion than party spirit. It was by a zealous Whig that the fiercest attack
on the Whig tragedy was made John Dennis published Remarks on Cato,
which were written with some acuteness and with much coarseness and
asperity. Addison neither detended himself nor retaliated On many
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points he had an excellent defence ; and nothing would have been easier

than to retaliate ; for Dennis had written bad odes, bad tragedies, bad
comedies : he had, moreover, a larger share than most men of those in-

firmities and eccentricities which excite laughter ; and Addison's power of

turning either an absurd book or an absurd man into ridicule was unrivalled.

Addison, however, serenely conscious of his superiority, looked with pity

on his assailant, whose temper, naturally irritable and gloomy, had been
soured by want, by controversy, and by literary failures.

But among the young candidates for Addison's favour there was one dis-

tinguished by talents above the rest, and distinguished, we fear, not less by

malignity and insincerity. Pope was only twenty-five. But his powers had
expanded to their full maturity ; and his best poem, the Rape of the Lock,

had recently been published. Of his genius, Addison had always expressed

high admiration. But Addison had early discerned, what might indeed have
been discerned by an eye less penetrating than his, that the diminutive, crooked,

sickly boy was eager to revenge himself on society for the unkindness of

nature. In the Spectator, the Essay on Criticism had been praised with

cordial warmth ; but a gentle hint had been added, that the writer of so ex-

cellent a poem would have done well to avoid ill natured personalities. Poj^e,

though evidently more galled by the censure than gratified by the praise, re-

turned thanks for the admonition, and promised to profit by it. The two
writers continued to exchange civilities, counsel, and small good offices.

Addison publicly extolled Pope's miscellaneous pieces ; and Pope furnished

Addison with a prologue. This did not last long. Pope hated Dennis,

whom he had injured without provocation. The appearance of the Remarks
on Cato gave the irritable poet an opportunity of venting his malice under

the show of friendship ; and such an opportunity could not but be welcome
to a nature which was implacable in enmity, and which always preferred the

tortuous to the straight path. He published, accordingly, the Narrative of

the Frenzy of John Dennis. But Pope had mistaken his powers. He was
a great master of invective and sarcasm : he could dissect a character in terse

and sonorous couplets, brilliant with antithesis : but of dramatic talent he
was altogether destitute. If he had written a lampoon on Dennis, such as

that on Atticus, or that on Spoms, the old grumbler would have been crushed.

But Pope writing dialogue resembled—to borrow Horace's imagery and his

own—a wolf, which, instead of biting, should take to kicking, or a monkey
which should try to sting. The Narrative is utterly contemptible. Of argu-

ment there is not even the show ; and the jests are such as, if they were
introduced into a farce, would call forth the hisses of the shiUing gallery.

Dennis raves about the drama ; and the nurse thinks that he is calling for a

dram. "There is," he cries, "no peripetia in the tragedy, no change of

fortune, no change at all." " Pray, good Sir, be not angry," says the old

woman ;
" I '11 fetch change." This is not exactly the pleasantry of Addison.

There can be no doubt that Addison saw through this officious zeal and
felt himself deeply aggrieved by it. So foolish and spiteful a pamphlet could
do him no good, and, if he were thought to have any hand in it, must do
him harm. Gifted with incomparable powers of ridicule, he had never, even
in self-defence, used those powers inhumanly or uncourteously ; and he was
not disposed to let others make his fame and his interests a pretext under
which they might commit outrages from which he had himself constantly

abstained. He accordingly declared that he had no concern in the narrative,

that he disapproved of it, and that, if he answered the remarks, he would
answer them like a gentleman ; and he took care to communicate this to

Dennis. Pope was bitterly mortified ; and to this transaction we are in-

clined to ascribe the hatred with which he ever after regarded Addison.
In September 1713 the Guardian ceased to appear. Steele had gone mad
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about politics. A general election had just taken place : ho had been chosen
member for Stockbridge ; and he fully expected to play a first part in Par-

liament. The immense success of the Taller and .Spectator had turned his

head. Jle had been the editor of both those papers ; and was not aware
how entirely they nwed their influence and jiopularily to the j,'enius of his

friend. His spirits, always violent, were now excited by vanity, ambition,

and faction, to such a pitch that he every day committed some ottence against

good sense and good taste. All the discreet and moderate members of his

own party regretted and condemned his folly. " I am in a thousand troubles,"

Addison wrote, "about jioor l^ick, and wish that his zeal for the public may
not be ruinous to himself But he has sent me word that he is determined
to go on, and that any advice I may give him in this particular will have
no weight with him."

Steele set up a political paper called the Englishman, which, as it was not
supportetl by contributions from Addison, completely failed. By this work,
by some other writings of the same kind, and by the airs which he gave him-
self at the first meeting of the new Parliament, he made the Tones so angry
that they determined to expel him. The \Vhigs stood by him gallantly, but
were unable to save liim. The vote of expulsion was regarded by all dis-

passionate men as a tyrannical exercise of the power of the majority. But
Steele's violence and folly, though they by no means justified the steps which
his enemies took, had completely disgusted his friends ; nor did he ever re-

gain the place which he had held in the public estimation.

Addison about this time conceived the design of addintr an eighth volume
to the Spectator. In June 17 14 the first number of the new series appeared,
and during about six months three papers were published weekly. Nothing
can be more striking than the contrast between the Englishman and the
eighth volume of the Spectator, between Steele without Addison and Addi-
son without Steele. The Englishman is forgotten ; the eighth volume of the
Spectator contains, perhaps, the finest essays, both serious and playful, in

the English language.

Before this volume was completed, the death of Anne produced an entire

change in the administration of public affairs. The blow fell suddenly. It

found the Tory party distracted by internal feuds, and unprepared for any
great effort. Harley had just been disi; raced. Bolingbroke, it was sup-
posed, would be the chief minister. But the Queen was on her deathbed
before the white stafi" had been given, and her last public act was to deliver

it with a feeble hand to the iJuke of Shrewsbury. The emergency produced
a coalition between all sections of public men who were attached to the Pro-
testant succession. George the First was proclaimed without opposition. A
Council, in which ihe leading Whigs had seats, took the direction of affairs

till the new King should arrive. The first act of the Lords Justices was to

appoint Addison their secretary.

There is an idle tradition that he was directed to prepare a letter to the
King, that he could not satisfy himself as to the style of this composition, and
that the Lords Justices called in a clerk who at once did what was wanted.
It is not strange that a story so flattering to mediocrity should be popular ;

and we are sorry to deprive dunces of their consolation. But the truth must
be told. It was well obser\-ed by Sir James Mackintosh, whose knowledge
of these times was unequalled, that Addison never, in any official document,
affected wit or eloquence, and that his despatches are, without exception,
remarkable for unpretending simplicity. Every body who knows with what
ease .\ddison's finest essays were produced must be convinced that, if well

turned phrases had been wanted, he would have had no difficulty in finding

them. We aie, however, inclined to believe, that the story is not absolutely
without a foundation. It may well be that Addison did not know till he
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had consulted experienced clerks, who remembered the times when William
the Third was absent on the Continent, in what form a letter from the Coun-
cil of Regency to the King ought to be drawn. We think it very likely that

the ablest statesmen of our time, Lord John Russell, Sir Robert Peel, Lord
Palmerston, for example, would, in similar circumstances, be found quite as

ignorant. E^'ery office has some little mysteries which the dullest man may
learn with a little attention, and which the greatest man cannot possibly know
by intuition. One paper must be signed by the chief of the department, an-

other by his deputy. To a third the royal sign manual is necessary. One
communication is to be registered, and another is not. One sentence must
be in black ink and another in red ink. If the ablest Secretary for Ireland

were moved to the India Board, if the ablest President of the India Board
were moved to the War Office, he would require instruction on points like

these ; and we do not doubt that Addison required such instruction when
he became, for the first time. Secretary to the Lords Justices.

George the First took possession of his kingdom without opposition. A
new ministry was formed, and a new Parliament favourable to the Whigs
chosen. Sunderland was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; and
Addison again went to Dublin as Chief Secretary.

At Dublin Swift resided ; and there was much speculation about the way
in which the Dean and the Secretary would behave towards each other.

The relations which existed between these remarkable men form an interest-

ing and pleasing portion of literary history. They had early attached them-

selves to the same political party and to the same patrons. While Anne's

Whig ministry was in power, the visits of Swift to London and the official

residence of Addison in Ireland had given them opportunities of knowing
each other. They were the two shrewdest observers of their age. But
their observations on each other had led them to favourable conclusions.

Swift did full justice to the rare powers of conversation which were latent under

the bashful deportment of Addison. Addison, on the other hand, discerned

much good nature under the severe look and manner of Swift ; and, in-

deed, the Swift of 1708 and the Swift of 1738 were two very different men.
But the paths of the two friends diverged widely. The Whig statesmen

loaded Addison with solid benefits. They praised Swift, asked him to

dinner, and did nothing more for him. His profession laid them under a

difficulty. In the state they could not promote him ; and they had reason

to fear that, by bestowing preferment in the church on the autlior of the

Tale of a Tub, they might give scandal to the public, which had no high

opinion of their orthodoxy. He did not make fair allowance for the diffi-

culties which prevented Halifax and Somers from serving him, thought

himself an ill used man, sacrificed honour and consistency to revenge, joined

the Tories, and became their most formidable champion. He soon found,

however, that his old friends were less to blame than he had supposed. The
dislike with which the Queen and the heads of the Church regarded him
was insurmountable ; and it was with the greatest difficulty that he obtained

an ecclesiastical dignity of no great value, on condition of fixing his residence

in a country which he detested.

Difference of political opinion had produced, not indeed a quarrel, but a

coolne-ss between Swift and Addison. They at length ceased altogether to

see each other. Vet there was between them a tacit compact like that

between the hereditary guests in the Iliad.

^Yiyxta. 5 dWijXwj' dXedfieOa Kal Si 6/j.i\ov'

IloXXol /j-ef yap ipLoi Tpwes KXeiroi r inlKovpoi,

Kreiveii', Su Ke 6e6s ye -Tdpr} /cat irocrcri Kixfio),

TloXXot li ttj*' ffui 'Axatoi evaipe/xev, 6v Ke bvvrjai,.
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It is not strange that Addison, who calumniated and insulted nolK>dy,

should not have calumniated or insulted Swift. But it is remarkable that

Swift, to whom neither genius nor virtue was sacred, and who generally

seemed to find, like most other renegades, a peculiar pleasure in attacking

old friends, should have shown so mucli respect and tenderness to Addison.
P'ortune had now changed. The accession of the House of Hanover had

secured in England the liberties of the people, and in Ireland the dominion
of the Protestant caste. To that caste Swift was more odious than any
other man. He was hooted and even pelted in the streets of Dublin ; and
could not venture to ride along the strand (or his health without the attend-

ance of armed servants. Many whom he had formerly served now libelled

and insulted him. At this time Addison arrived. He had been advised

not to show the smallest civility to the Dean of St Patrick's. He had
answered, with admirable spirit, that it might be necessary for men whose
fidelity to their party was suspected, to hold no intercourse with political

opponents ; but that one who had been a steady Whig in the worst times

might venture, when the good cause was triumphant, to shake hands with

an old friend who was one of the vanquished Tories. His kindness was
soothing to the proud and cruelly wounded spirit of Swift ; and the two
great satirists resumed their habits of friendly intercourse.

Those associates of Addison whose political opinions agreed with his

shared his good fortune. He took Tickell with him to Ireland. He pro-

cured for Budgell a lucrative place in the same kingdom. Ambrose Phil-

lipps was provided for in England. Steele had injured himself so much by
his eccentricity and perverseness that he obtained but a very small part of

what he thought his due. He was, however, knighted ; he had a place in

the household ; and he subsequently received other marks of favour from

the court.

Addi.son did not remain long in Ireland. In 1715 he quitted his secre-

taryship for a seat at the Board of Trade. In the same year his comedy of

the Drummer was brought on the stage. The name of the author was not

announced ; the piece was coldly received ; and some critics have expressed

a doubt whether it were really Addison's. To us the evidence, both exter-

nal and internal, seems decisive. It is not in Addison's best manner ; but

it contains numerous passages which no other writer known to us could have
produced. It was again performed after Addison's death, and, being
known to be his, was loudly applauded.
Towards the close of the year 171 5, while the Rebellion was still raging

in Scotland, Addison published the first number of a paper called the Free-

holder. Among his political works the Freeholder is entitled to the first place.

Even in the Spectator there are few serious papers nobler than the character

of his friend Lord Somers, and certainly no satirical paper superior to those

in which the Tory foxhunter is introduced. This character is the original

of Squire Western, and is drawn with all Fielding's force, and with a deli-

cacy of which Fielding was altogether destitute. As none of Addison's
works exhibits stronger marks of his genius than the Freeholder, so none
does more honour to his moral character. It is difficult to extol too highly
the candour and humanity of a political writer, whom even the excitement
of civil war cannot hurry into unseemly violence. Oxford, it is well known,
was then the stronghold of Toryism. The High Street had been repeatedly

lined with 'oayonets in order to keep down the disaffected gownsmen ; and
traitors pursued by the messengers of the Government had been concealed
in the garrets of several colleges. Yet the admonition which, even under
such circumstances, Addi.son addressed to the University, is singularly

gentle, respectful, and even affectionate. Indeed, he could not finrl it in

his heart to deal harshly even with imaginary persons. His foxhunter,
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though ignorant, stupid, and violent, is at heart a good fellow, and is at

last reclaimed by the clemenc)' of the King. Steele was dissatisfied with
his friend's moderation, and, though he acknowledged that the Freeholder
was excellently written, complained that the ministry played on a lute when
it was necessaiy to blow the trumpet. He accordingly determined to

execute a flourish after his own fashion, and tried to rouse the public spirit

of the nation by means of a paper called the Town Talk, which is now as

utterly forgotten as his Englishman, as his Crisis, as his Letter to the

Bailiff of Stockbridge, as his Reader, in short, as every thing that he wrote
without the help of Addison.

In the same year in which the Drummer was acted, and in which the first

numbers of the Freeholder appeared, the estrangement of Pope and Addi-
son became complete. Addison had from the first seen that Pope was false

and malevolent. Pope had discovered that Addison was jealous. The
discovery was made in a strange manner. Pope had written the Rape of

the Lock, in two cantos, without supernatural machinery. These two
cantos had been loudly applauded, and by none more loudly than by Addi-
son. Then Pope thought of the Sylphs and Gnomes, Ariel, Momentilla,
Crispissa, and Umbriel, and resolved to interweave the Rosicrucian mytho-
logy with the original fabric. He asked Addison's advice. Addison said

that the poem as it stood was a delicious little thing, and entreated Pope
not to nm the risk of marring what was so excellent in trying to mend it.

Pope afterwards declared that this insidious counsel first opened his eyes

to the baseness of him who gave it.

Now there can be no doubt that Pope's plan was most ingenious, and that

he afterwards executed it with gieat skill and success. But does it necessarily

follow that Addison's advice was bad? And if Addison's advice was bad,

does it necessarily follow that it was given from bad motives ? If a friend

were to ask us whether we would advise him to risk his all in a lottery of

which the chances were ten to one against him, we should do our best to

dissuade him from running such a risk. Even if he were so lucky as to get

the thirty thousand pound prize, we should not admit that we had coun-

selled him ill ; and we should certainly think it the height of injustice in

him to accuse us of having been actuated by malice. We think Addison's

advice good advice. It rested on a sound principle, the result of long

and wide experience. The general rale undoubtedly is that, when a suc-

cessful work of imagination has been produced, it should not be recast.

We cannot at this moment call to mmd a single instance in which this rule

has been transgressed with happy effect, except the instance of the Rape of

the Lock. Tasso recast his Jerusalem. Akenside recast his Pleasures of

the Imagination, and his Epistle to Curio. Pope himself, emboldened no
doubt by the success with which he had expanded and remodelled the Rape
of the Lock, made the same experiment on the Dunciad. All these attempts

failed. Who was to foresee that Pope would, once in his life, be able to do
what he could not himself do twice, and what nobody else has ever done ?

Addison's advice was good. But had it been bad, why should we pro-

nounce it dishonest ? Scott tells us that one of his best friends predicted

the failure of Waverley. Herder adjured Goethe not to take so unpromis-

ing a subject as Faust. Hume tried to dissuade Robertson from writing

the History of Charles the Fifth. Nay, Pope himself was one of those who
prophesied that Cato would never succeed on the stage, and advised Addison
to print it without risking a representation. But Scott, Goethe, Robertson,

Addison, had the good sense and generosity to give their advisers credit for

the best intentions. Pope's heart was not of the same kind with theirs.

In 1 71 5, while he was engaged in translating the Iliad, he met Addison
at a coffeehouse. Phillipps and Budgell were there ; but their sovereign

J
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got rid of them, and xsketl Pope to dine with him alone. After dinner,

Addison saifl ihat he lav under a difl'iculty which he wished to explain.

"Tickell." he said, " translatetl some time ago the first hook of the lliail.

I h.ave promised to look it over and correct it. I cannot therefore ask to

see yours ; for that would be double dealing." Pope made a civd reply,

and begged that his seomd book might have the advantage of Addison's
revision. Addison readily agreed, looked over the second book, and sent

it back with warm commendations.
Tickell's version of the first book appeared soon after this conversation.

In the preface, all riwlr)- was earnestly disclaimed. Tickell declared that

he should not go on with the Iliad. That enterprise he should leave to

powers which he admitted to be superior to his own. His only view, he
said, in publishing this specimen was to bespeak the favour of the public to

a translation of the Odyssej-, in which he had made some progress.

Addison, and Addison's devoted followers, pronounced both the versions

good, but maintained that Tickell's had more of the original. The town
gave a decided preference to Pope's. We do not think it worth while to

settle such a question of precedence. Neither of the rivals can be said to

have translated the Iliad, unless, indeed, the word translation be used in

the sense which it bears in the Midsummer Night's Dream. When Bottom
makes his appearance with an ass's head instead of his own, Peter Quince
exclaims, "Bless thee ! Bottom, bless thee ! thou art translated." In this

sense, undoubtedly, the readers of either Pope or Tickell may very properly
exclaim, "Bless thee ! Homer; thou art translated indeed.

'

Our readers will, we hope, agree with us in thinking that no man in

Addison's situation could have acted more fairly and kindly, both towards
Pope, and towards Tickell, than he appears to have clone. But an odious
suspicion had .sprung up in the mind of Pope. He fancied, and he soon
firmly believed, that there was a deep conspiracy against his fame and his

fortunes. The work on which he h.id staked his reputation was to be de-

preciated. The subscription, on which rested his hopes of a competence,
was to be defeated. With this view Addison had made a rival translation

:

Tickell had consented to father it ; and the wits of Button's had united to

puff it.

Is there any external evidence to support this grave accusation ? The
answer is short. There is absolutely none.

Was there any internal evidence which proved Addison to be the author
of this version ? Vas it a work which Tickell was incapable of producing?
Surely not. Tickell was a Fellow of a College at Oxford, and must be sup-

posed to have been able to construe the Iliad ; and he was a better versifier

than his friend. We are not aware that Pope pretended to have discovered

any turns of expression peculiar to Addison. Had such turns of expression

been discovered, they would be sufficiently accounted for by sujiposing

Addison to have corrected his friend's lines, as he owned that he had done.
Is there any thing in the character of the accused persons which makes

the accusation prolable? We answer confidently—nothing'. Tickell was
long after this time described by Pope himself as a very fair and worthy
man. Addison had been, during many yeai-s, before the public. Literary
rivals, political opponents, had kept their eyes on him. But neither envy
nor faction, in their utmost rage, had ever imputed to him a single deviation
from the laws of honour and of social morality. Had he been indeed a man
meanly jealous of fame, and capable of stooping to base and wicked arts fur

the purpose of injuring his competitors, would his vices have remained latent

so long? He was a writer of tragedy : had he ever injured Kowei' He
was a writer of comedy : had he not done ample justice to Congreve, and
given valuable help to Steele ? He was a pamphleteer : have not his good
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nature and generosity been acknowledged by Swift, his rival in fame and
his adversary in politics?

That Tickell should have been guilty of a villany seems to us highly im-
probable. That Addison should have been guilty of a villany seems to us
highly improbable. But that these two men should have conspired together
to commit a villany seems to us improbable in a tenfold degree. All that

is known to us of their intercourse tends to prove, that it was not the inter-

course of two accomplices in crime. These are some of the lines in which
Tickell poured forth his sorrow over the coffin of Addison :

" Or dost thou warn poor mortals left behind,
A task well suited to thy gentle mind ?

Oh, if sometimes thy spotless form descend,
To me thine aid, thou guardian genius, lend.

When rage misguides me, or when fear alarms,
When pain distresses, or when pleasure charms,
In silent whisperings purer thoughts impart.
And turn from ill a frail and feeble heart :

Lead through fne paths thy virtue trod before.

Till bliss shall join, nor death can part us more."

In what words, we should like to kno\v, did this guardian genius invite

his pupil to join in a plan such as the Editor of the Satirist would hardly
dare to propose to the Editor of the Age ?

We do not accuse Pope of bringing an accusation which he knew to be
false. We have not the smallest doubt that he believed it to be true ; and
the evidence on which he believed it he found in his own bad heart. His
own life was one long series of tricks, as mean and as malicious as that of

which he suspected Addison and Tickell. He was all stiletto and mask.
To injure, to insult, and to save himself from the consequences of injury

and insult by lying and equivocating, was the habit of his life. He pub-
lished a lampoon on the Duke of Chandos ; he was taxed with it ; and he
lied and equivocated. He published a lampoon on Aaron Hill ; he was
taxed with it ; and he lied and equivocated. He published a still fouler

lampoon on Lady Mary Wortley Montague ; he was taxed with it ; and he
lied with more than usual effrontery and vehemence. He puffed himself

and abused his enemies under feigned names. He robbed himself of his

own letters, and then raised the hue and cry after them. Besides his frauds

of malignity, of fear, of interest, and of vanity, there were frauds which he
seems to have committed from love of fraud alone. He had a habit of

stratagem, a pleasure in outwitting all who came near him. Whatever his

object might be, the indirect road to it was that which he preferred. For
Bolingbroke, Pope undoubtedly felt as much love and veneration as it was
in his nature to feel for any human being. Yet Pope was scarcely dead
when it was discovered that, from no motive except the mere love of artifice,

he had been guilty of an act of gross perfidy to Bolingbroke.
Nothing was more natural than that such a man as this should attribute

.

to others that which he felt within himself. A plain, probable, coherent
explanation is frankly given to him. He is certain that it is all a romance.
A line of conduct scnipulously fair, and even friendly, is pursued towards
him. He is convinced that it is merely a cover for a vile intrigue by M'hich

he is to be disgraced and mined. It is vain to ask him for proofs. He has
none, and wants none, except those which he carries in his own bosom.
Whether Pope's malignity at length provoked Addison to retaliate for the

first and last time, cannot now be known with certainty. We have only
Pope's story, which runs thus. A pamphlet appeared containing some
reflections which stung Pope to the quick. What those reflections were, and
whether they were reflections of which he had a right to complain, we have

now no means of deciding. The Earl of Warwick, a foolish and vicious

lad, who regarded Addison with the feelings with which such lads generally
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re^jard their best friends, told Fope, truly or falsely, that this pamphlet had

been written by Addison's direction. When we consider what a tendency

stories have to grow, in passing even from one honest man to another honest

man, and when we consider that to the name of honest man neither Pope
nor the Earl of Warwick had a claim, we are not disposed to attach much
importance to this anecdote.

It is certain, however, that Pope was furious. He had already sketched
the character of Atticus in prose. In his anger he turned this prose into

the brilliant and energetic lines which every body known by heart, or ought
to know by heart, and sent tliem to Addison. One charge which Pope has
enforced with great skill is probably not vithout foundation. Addison was,

we are inclined to believe, too fond of presiding over a circle of humble
friends. Of the other imputations which these famous lines are intended to

convey, scarcely one has ever been proved to be just, and some are certainly

false. That Addison was not in the habit of " damning with faint praise
"

appears from innumerable passages in his writings, and from none more than
from those in which he mentions Pope. And it is not merely unjust, but
ridiculous, to describe a man who made the fortune of almost every one of

his intimate friends, as " so obliging that he ne'er obliged."

That Addison felt the sting of Pope's satire keenly, we cannot doubt.

That he was conscious of one of the weaknesses with which he was
reproached, is highly probable. But his heart, we firmly believe, acquitted

him of the gi-avest part of the accusation. He acted like himself. As a
satirist he was, at his own weapons, more than Pope's match ; and he
would have been at no loss for topics. A distorted and diseased body,
tenanted by a yet more distorted and diseased mind ; spite and envy thinly

disguised by sentiments as benevolent and noble as those which Sir Peter

Teazle admired in Mr Joseph Surface ; a feeble sickly licentiousness ; an
odious love of filthy and noisome images ; these were things which a genius

less powerful than that to which we owe the Spectator could easily have
held up to the mirth and hatred of mankind. Addison had, moreover, at

his command other means of vengeance which a bad man would not have
scrupled to use. He was powerful in the state. Pope was a Catholic ; and,

in those times, a minister would have found it easy to harass the most inno-

cent Catholic by innumerable petty vexations. Pope, near twenty years

later, said that "through the lenity of the government alone he could live

with comfort." "Consider," he exclaimed, " the injury that a man of high

rank and credit may do to a private person, under penal laws and many other

disadvantages." It is pleasing to reflect that the only revenge which Addison
took was to insert in the Freeholder a warm encomium on the translation

of the Iliad, and to exhort all lovers of learning to put down their names as

subscribers. There could be no doubt, he said, from the specimens already

published, that the masterly hand of Pope would do as much for Homer
as Dryden had done for Virgil. From that lime to the end of his life, he
always treated Pope, by Pope's own acknowledgment, with Justice. Friend-
ship was, of course, at an end.

One reason which induced the YjuxX of Warwick to play the ignominious
part of talebearer on this occasion, may have been his dislike of the marriage
which was about to take place between his mother and Addison. The
Countess Dowager, a daughter of the old and honourable family of the

Myddletons <S\. Chirk, a family which, in any country but ours, would be

called noble, resided at Holland House. Addison had, during so.me years,

occupied at Chelsea a small dwelling, once the abode of Nell Gwynn.
Chelsea is now a district of London, and Holland House may be called a

town residerce. Bu*, in the days of Anne and George the First, milkmaids
and sportsmen wandered between green hedges and over fields bright with

daisies, from Kensington almost to the shore of the Thames. Add^n and
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Lady Warwick were country neighbours, and became intimate friends. The
great wit and scholar tried to allure the young Lord from the fashionable

amusements of beating watchmen, breaking windows, and rolling women in

hogsheads down Holborn Hill, to the study of letters and the practice ot

virtue. These well meant exertions did little good, however, either to the
disciple or to the master. Lord Warwick grew up a rake ; and Addison
fell in love. The mature beauty of the Countess has been celebrated by
poets in language which, after a very large allowance has been made for

flattery, would lead us to believe that she was a fine woman ; and her rank
doubtkss heightened her attractions. The courtship was long. The hopes
of the lover appear to have risen and fallen with the fortunes of his party.

His attachment was at length matter of such notoriety that, when he visited

Ireland for the last time, Rowe addressed some consolatory verses to the

Chloe of Holland House. It strikes us as a little strange that, in these

verses, Addison should be called Lycidas, a nanie of singularly evil omen
for a swain just about to cross St George's Channel.

At length Chloe capitulated. Addison was indeed able to treat with her
on equal terms. He had reason to e.xpect preferment even higher than that

which he had attained. He had inherited the fortune of a brother who died

Governor of Madras. He had purchased an estate in Warwickshire, and
had been welcomed to his domain in very tolerable verse by one of the

neighbouring squires, the poetical foxhunter, William Somerville, In
August, 1716, the newspapers announced that Joseph Addison, Esquire,

famous for many excellent works both in verse and prose, had espoused the

Countess Dowager of Warwick.
He now fixed his abode at Holland House, a house which can boast of a

greater number of inmates distinguished in political and literary history than

any other private dwelling in England. His portrait still hangs there. The
features are pleasing ; the complexion is remarkably fair ; but, in the expres-

sion, we trace rather the gentleness of his disposition than the force and
keenness of his intellect.

Not long after his marriage he reached the height of civil greatness. The
Whig Government had, during some time, been torn by internal dissensions.

Lord Townshend led one section of the Cabinet, Lord Sunderland the other.

At length, in the spring of 171 7, Sunderland triumphed. Townshend retired

from office, and was accompanied by Walpole and Cowper. Sunderland
proceeded to reconstruct the Ministry ; and Addison was appointed Secre-

tary of State. It is certain that the Seals were pressed upon him, and were
at first declined by him. Men equally versed in ofiicial business might
easily have been found ; and his colleagues knew that they could not expect

assistance from him in debate. He owed his elevation to his popularity, to

his stainless probity, and to his literary fame.

But scarcely had Addison entered the Cabinet when his health began to

fail. From one serious attack he recovered in the autumn ; and his recovery

was celebrated in Latin verses, worthy of his own pen, by Vmcent Bourne, who
was then at Trinity College, Cambridge. A relapse soon took place ; and,

in the following spring, Addison was prevented by a severe asthma from
discharging the duties of his post. He resigned it, and was succeeded by his

friend Craggs, a young man whose natural parts, though little imjiroved by
cultivation, were quick and showy, whose graceful person and winning man
ners had made him generally accej^table in society, and who, if he had avert,

would probably have been the most formidable of all the rivals of Walpole.

As yet there was no Joseph Hume. The Ministers, therefore, were able

to bestow on Addison a retiring pension of fifteen hundred pounds a-year.

In what form this ])ension was given we are not told by the biographers,

and have not time to inquire. But it is certain that Addison did not vacate

his seat in the House of Commons.
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Rest of mind and body seemed to have re-established his health ; and lie

thanked ("lod, with cheerful piety, for having set him free both from his

office and from his asthma. Many years seemed to he before him, and he
ineditate<l many works, a tragedy on the death of Socrates, a translation of

the I'salms, a treatise on the evidences of Christiaiitty. Of this last per-

formance, a part, which we could well spare, has come down to us.

But the fatal complaint soon returned, and gradually prevailed against all

the resources of medicine. It is melancholy to think that the last months
of such a life should have been overclouded both by domestic and by poli-

tical vexations. A tradition which began early, which has been generally

received, and to which we have nothing to oppose, has represented his w ife

as an arrogant and imperious woman. It is said that, till his health f;iiled

him, he was glad to escape from the Countess Dowager and her magnificent

dining room, blazing with the gilded devices of the House of Rich, to some
tavern where he could enjoy a laugh, a talk about Virgil and Boileau, and
a bottle of claret, with the friends of his happier days. All those friends,

however, were not left to him. Sir Richard Steele had been gradually

estranged by various causes. He considered himself as one who, in evil

times, had braved martyrdom for his political principles, and demanded,
when the Whig party was triumphant, a large compen.sation for what he had
suffered when it was militant. The Whig leaders took a very different vie.\

of his claims. They thought that he had, by his own petulance and folly,

brought them as well as himself into trouble, and though they did not abso-

lutely neglect him, doled out favours to him with a sparing hand. It was
natural that he should be angry with them, and especially angry with Ad-
dison. But .vhat above all seems to have disturbed .Sir Richard, was the

elevation of Tickell, who, at thirty, was made by Addison Undersecretary
of State ; while the Editor of the Tatler and Spectator, the author of the

Crisis, the member for Stockbridge who had been persecuted for firm adhe-
rence to the House of Hanover, was, at near fifty, forced, after many soli-

citations and complaints, to content himself with a share in the patent of

Drury Lane theatre. Steele himself says in his celebrated letter to Con-
greve, that Addison, by his preference of Tickell, "incurred the warmest
resentment of other gentlemen ; " and every thing seems to indicate that, of

those resentful gentlemen. Steele was himself one.

While poor Sir Richard was brooding over what he considered as Addi-
son's unkindness, a new cause of quarrel arose. The Whig party, already

divided against itself, was rent by a new schism. The celebrated Bill for

limiting the number of Peers had been brought in. The proud Duke of

Somerset, first in rank of all the nobles whose religion permitted them to sit

in Parliament, was the ostensible author of the mea.sure. But it was sup-

ported, and, in truth, devised by the Prime Mini.ster.

We are satisfied that the liill was most pernicious ; and we fear that the

motives which induced Sunderland to frame it were not honourable to him.

But we cannot deny that it was supported by many of the best and wisest

men of that age. Nor was this strange. The royal prerogative hjid, w ithin

the 'memory of the generation then in the vigour of life, been so grossly

abused, that it was still regarded with a jealousy which, when the peailiar

situation of the House of Bninswick is considerecl, may perhaps be called im-

moderate. The particular prerogative of creating jjcers had, in the o])inioii

of the Whigs, been grossly abused by Queen Anne's last ministry ; an<l even
the Tories admitterl that her Majesty, in swamping, as it has since been
called, the Upper House, had done what only an extreme case could justify.

The theory of the English constitution, according to many high authorities,

was that three independent powers, the sovereign, the nobility, and the

commons, ought constantly to act as checks on each other. If this theory
were sound, it seemed to follow that to put one of these powers under the
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absolute control of the other two, was absurd. But if the number of peers l

were unlimited, it could not well be denied that the Upper House was under
J'

the absolute control of the CrowTi and the Commons, and was indebted only JjJ

to their moderation foij^ny power which it might be suffered to retain.

Steele took part with the Oppo.-;ition, Addisou with the Ministers. Steele,

in a paper called the Plebeian, vehemently attacked the bill. Sunderland

called for help on Addison, and Addison obeyed the call. In a paper called

the Old Whig, he answered, and indeed refuted, Steele's arguments. It

seems to us that the premises of both the controversialists were unsound,

that, on those premises, Addison reasoned well and Steele ill, and that con-

sequently Addison brought out a false conclusion, while Steele blundered

upon the truth. In style, in wit, and in politeness, Addison maintained his

superiority, though the Old Whig is by no means one of his happiest per-

formances.

At first, both the anonymous opponents observed the laws of propriety.

But at length Steele so far forgot himself as to throw an odious imputation

on the morals of the chiefs of the administration. Addison replied with

severity, but, in our opinion, with less severity than was due to so gi^ave an

offence against morality and decorum ; nor did he, in his just anger, forget

for a moment the laws of good taste and good breeding. One calumny

which has been often repeated, and never yet contradicted, it is our duty to

expose. It is asserted in the Biographia Britannica, that Addison designated

Steele as "little Dicky." This assertion was repeated by Johnson, who had
never seen the Old Whig, and was therefore excusable. It has also been

repeated by Miss Aikin, who has seen the Old Whig, and for whom there-

fore there is less excuse. Now, it is true that the words "little Dicky"
occur in the Old Whig, and that Steele's name was Richard. It is equally

true that the words "little Isaac" occur in the Duenna, and that Newton's

name was Isaac. But we confidently affinn that Addison's little Dicky had
no more to do with Steele, than Sheridan's little Isaac with Newton. If

we apply the words " little Dicky" to Steele, we deprive a very lively and

ingenious passage, not only of all its wit, but of all its meaning. Little

Dicky was the nickname of Henry Norris, an actor of remarkably small

stature, but of great humour, who played the usurer Gomez, then a most

popular part, in Dryden's Spanish Friar.*

The merited reproof which Steele had received, though softened by some
kind and courteous expressions, galled him bitterly. He replied with little

force and great acrimony ; but no rejoinder appeared. Addison was fa.st

hastening to his grave ; and had, we may well suppose, little disposition to

prosecute a quarrel with an old friend. His complaint had terminated in

( Iryn.sy . He bore up long and maujully. But at length he abandoned all

hope, dismissedTiis physicians, and calmly prepared himself to die.

His works he intrusted to the care of Tickell, and dedicated them a very

few days before his death to Craggs, in a letter written with the sweet and
graceful eloquence of a Saturday's Spectator. In this his last composition,

he alluded to his approaching end in words so manly, so cheerful, and so

• We will transcribe the whole paragraph. How it can ever have been misunderstood
is unintelligible to us
" But our authiir'.'- chief concern is for the poor House of Commons, whom he repre-

sents as naked and defenceless, when the Crown, by losing this prerogative, would be less

able to protect them against th« power of a House of Lords. Who forbears laughing
when the Spanish Friar represents little Dicky, under the person of Gomez, insulting the
Colonel that was able to fright him out of his wits with a single frown? This Gomez,
says he, flew upon him like a dragon, got him down, the Devil being strong in him, and
gave him bastinado on bastinado, and buffet on buffet, which the poor Colonel, being
prostr-ite, suffered with a most Christian patience. The improbability of the fact never
fails to raise mirth in the audience ; and one may venture to answer for a British House
of Commons, if we may guess from its conduct hitherto, that it will scarce be either so
tamr or so weak as our author supposes "
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tender, that it is difficult to read them without tears. At the same time he
earnestly recommended the interests of Tickell to the care of Craj^gs.

Within a few hours of the time at which this dedication was written,
Addison sent to beg Gay, who was then living by l>is wits about town, to
come to Holland House. Gay went and was received with great kindness.
To his amazement his forgiveness was implored by the dying man. Poor
Gay, the most good natured and simple of mankind, could not imagine what
he had to forgive. There was, however, some wrong, the remembrance of
which weighed on Addison's mind, and which he declared himself anxious
to repair. He was in a state of extreme exhaustion ; and the parting was
doubtless a friendly one on both sides. Gay supposed that some plan to
serve him had been in agitation at Court, and had been frustrated by
Addison's influence. >.or is this improbable. Gay had paid assiduous
court to the royal family. But in the Queen's days he had been the eulogist
of Bolingbroke, and was still connected with many Tories. It is not strange
that Addison, while heated by conflict, should have thought himself justified
in obstructing the preferment of one whom he might regard as a political

enemy. Neither is it strange that, when reviewing his whole life, and
earnestly scrutinising all his motives, he should think that he had acted an
unkind and ungenerous part, in using his power against a distressed man of
letters, who was as harmless and as helpless as a child.

One inference may be drawn from this anecdote. It appears that Addison.
on his deathbed, called himself to a strict account ; and was not at ease till

he had asked pardon for an injury which it was not even suspected that he
had committed, for an injury which would have caused disquiet only to a
very tender conscience. Is it not then reasonable to infer that, if he had
really been guilty of forming a base conspiracy against the fame and fortunes
of a rival, he would have expressed some remorse for so serious a crime ?

But it is unnecessary to multiply argumenu and evidence for the defence,
when there is neither argument nor evidence for the accusation.
The last moments of .\ddi>on were perfectly serene. His interview with

his .step-son is universally known. "See," he said, "how a Christian
can die." The piety of Addison was, in truth, of a singularly cheerful
character. The feeling which predominates in all his devotional writings
is gratitude. God was to him the allwise and allpowerful friend who had
watched over his cradle with more than maternal tenderness ; who had
listened to his cries before they could form themselves in prayer ; who had
preserved his youth from the snares of vice ; who had made his cup run over
with worldly blessings ; who had doubled the value of those blessings, by
besto\ving a thankful heart to enjoy them, and dear friends to partake them ;

who had rebuked the waves of the Ligurian gulf, had purified tlie autumnal
air of the Campagna, and had restrained the avalanches of Mont Cenis. Of
the Psalms, his favourite was that which represents the Ruler of all things
under the endearing image of a shepherd, whose crook guides the flock safe,

through gloomy and desolate glens, to meadows well watered and rich with
herbage. On that goodness to which he ascribed all the happiness of his

life, he relied in the hour of death with the love which casteth out fear. He
died on the seventeenth of June, 17 19. He had just entered on his forty-

eighth year.

His body lay in state m the Jerusalem Chamber, and was bom thence to the
Abbey at dead of night. The choir sang a funeral hymn. Bishop A tterbury,

one of tliose Torieswho had loved and honoured the most accomplished of the

Whigs, met the corpse, and led the procession by torchlight, round the shrine

of St Edward and the graves of the Plantagenets, to the Chapel of Henry the

Se^•enth. On the north side of that Chajel, in the vault of the House of

Albemarle, the coffin of Addison lies next to the coftin of Montague. Vci
a few months ; and the same mourners passed again along the same aisle.
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The same sad anthem was again chanted. The same vault was again
opened ; and the coffin of Craggs was placed close to the coffin of Addison.
Many tributes were paid to the memory of Addison ; but one alone is

now remembered. Tickell bewailed his friend in an elegy which would do
honour to the greatest name in our literature, and which unites the energy
and magnificence of Dryden to the tenderness and purity of Cowper. This
fine poem was prefixed to a superb edition of Addison's works, which was
published, in 1721, by subscription. The names of the subscribers proved
how widely his fame had been spread. That his countrymen should be
eager to possess his wi'itings, even in a costly form, is not wonderful. But
it is wonderful that, though English literature was then little studied on the

continent, Spanish Grandees, Italian Prelates, Marshals of France, should

be found in the list. Among the most remarkable names are those of the

Queen of Sweden, of Prince Eugene, of the Grand Duke of Tuscany, of the

Dukes of Parma, Modena, and Guastalla, of the Doge of Genoa, of the

Regent Orleans, and of Cardinal Dubois. We ought to add that this edition,

though eminently beautiful, is in some important points defective ; nor,

indeed, do we yet possess a complete collection of Addison's writings.

It is strange that neither his opulent and noble widow, nor any of his

powerful and attached friends, should have thought of placing even a simple

tablet, inscribed with his name, on the walls of the Abbey. It was not till

three generations had laughed and wept over his pages that the omission

was supplied by the public veneration. At length, in our own time, his

image, skilfully graven, appeared in Poet's Corner. It represents him, as

we can conceive him, clad in his dressmg gown, and freed from his wig,

stepping from his parlour at Chelsea into his trim little garden, with the

account of the Everlasting Club, 01 the Loves of Hilpa and Shalum, just

finished for the next day's Spectator, in his hand. Such a mark of national

respect was due to the unsullied statesman, to the accomplished scholar, to

the master of pure English eloquence, to the consummate painter of hfe and
manners. It was due, above all, to the great satirist, who alone knew how
to use ridicule without abusing it, who, without inflicting a wound, effected

a great social reform, and who reconciled wit and virtue, after a long and
disastrous separation, during which wit had been led astray by profligacy,

and virtue by fanaticism.

THE EARL OF CHATHAM. (October, 1844.)

1. Correspondence of Williajn Pitt, Earl of Chathatn. 4 vols. 8vo London: 1840.

2. Letters of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, to Horace Mann. 4 vols. Svo.
London : 1843-4.

MoRp; than ten years ago we commenced a sketch of the political life of the

great Lord Chatham. We then stopped at the death of George the Second,
with the intention of speedily resuming our task. Circumstances, which it

would be tedious to explain, long prevented us from carrying this intention

into effect. Nor can we regret the delay. For the materials which were
within our reach in 1834 were scanty and unsatisfactory, when compared
with those which we at present possess. Even now, though we have had
access to some valuable sources of information which have not yet been
opened to the public, we cannot but feel that the history of the first ten

years of the reign of George the Third is but imperfectly known to us.

Nevertheless, we are inclined to think that we are in a condition to lay

before our readers a narrative neither uninstructive nor uninteresting. We
therefore return with pleasure to our long interrupted labour.

We left Pitt in the zenith of prosperity and glorj', the idol of England,

the terror of France, the admiration of the whole civilised world. The
wind, from whatever quarter it blew, carried to England tidings of battles

I
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won, fortresses taken, provincesadded to the empire. At home, factions had

sunk into a letharg)', such as had never been known since the great religious

schism of the sixteenth century had roused the public mind from repose.

In order that the events which we have to relate may be clearly under-

stood, it may be desirable that we should advert to the causes \\ hich had
for a time suspended the animation of both the great English parties.

If, rejecting all that is merely accidental, we look at the essential charac-

teristics of the Whig and the Tory, we may consider each of them as the

representative of a great principle, essential to the welfare of nations. One
is, in an especial manner, the guardian of liberty, and the other, of order.

One is the moving ])ower, and the other the steadying power of the state.

(">ne is the sail, without which society would make no progress, the other

the ballast, without which there would be small safety in a tempest. But,

during the forty-six years which followed the accession of the house of Han-
over, these distinctive peculiarities seemed to be effaced. The Whig con-

ceived that he could not better serve the cause of civil and religious freedom

than by strenuously sujjporting the Protestant dynasty. The Tory conceived

that he could not better prove his hatred of revolutions than by attacking a

government to which a revolution had given birth. Both came by degrees

to attach more importance to the means than to the end. Both were thrown
into unnatural situations ; and both, like animals transported to an uncon-

genial climate, languished and degenerated. The Tory, removed from the

sunshine of the court, was as a camel in the snows of Lapland. The Whig,
basking in the rays of royal favour, was as a reindeer in the sands of Arabia.

Dante tells us that he saw, in Malebolge, a strange encounter between
a human form and a serpent. The enemies, after cruel wounds infiicted,

stood for a time glaring on each other. A great cloud surrounded them,

and then a wonderful metamorphosis began. Each creature was transfigured

into the likeness of its antagonist. The serpent's tail divided itself into two
legs ; the man's legs intertwined themselves into a tail. The body of the

serpent put forth arms ; the arms of the man shrank into his body. At
length the serpent stood up a man, and spake ; the man sank down a ser-

jient, and glided hissing away. Something like this was the transformation

which, during the reign of George the First, befell the two English parties.

Each gradually took the shape and colour of its foe, till at length the Tory
rose up erect the zealot of freedom, and the Whig crawled and licked the

dust at the feet of power.
It is true that, when these degenerate politicians discus.sed questions

merely speculative, and, above all, when they discussed questions relating

to the conduct of their own grandfathers, they still seemed to differ as their

grandfathers had differed. The Whig, who, during three Parliaments, had
never given one vote against the court, and who was ready to sell his soul

for the Comptroller's staff or for the Great Wardrobe, still professed to draw
his political doctrines from Locke and Milton, still woi-shipped the memoiy
of Pym and Hampden, and would still, on the thirtieth of January, take his

gla.ss, first to the man in the mask, and then to the man who would do it

without a mask. The Tory, on the other hand, while he reviled the mild
and temperate Walpole as a deadly enemy of liberty, could see nothing to

reprobate in the iron tyranny of -Strafford and Laud. But, whatever judg-

ment the Whig or the Tory of that age might pronounce on transactions

long past, there can be no doubt that, as respected the practical questions

I

then pending, the Tory was a reformer, and indeed an intemperate and
indiscreet refonner, while the Whig was conser\'ative even to bigotr}'. We
have ourselves »een similar effects produced in a neighbouring country by
similar causes. Who would have believed, fifteen years ago, that M. Guizot
and M. Villemain would have to defend property and social order against

the attacks of si'.ch enemies as M. Genoude and M. de La Roche Jaquelin?



746 THE EARL OP CHATHAM.

Thus the successors of the old Cavaliers had turned demagogues ; the
successors of the old Roundheads had turned courtiers. Yet was it long
before their mutual animosity began to abate ; for it is the nature of parties
to retain their original enmities far more firmly than their original principles.

During many years, a generation of Whigs, whom Sidney would have
spurned as slaves, continued to wage deadly war with a generation of Tories

whom Jeffreys would have hanged for republicans.

Through the whole reign of George the First, and through nearly half of
the reign of George the Second, a Tory was regarded as an enemy of the
reigning house, and was excluded from all the favours of the crown. Though
most of the country gentlemen were Tories, none but Whigs were created

peers and baronets. Though most of the clergy were Tories, none but
Whigs were appointed deans and bishops. In every county, opulent and
well descended Tory squires complained that their names were left out of

the commission of the peace, while men of small estate and mean birth, who
were for toleration and excise, septennial parliaments and standing armies,

presided at quarter sessions, and became deputy lieutenants.

^v degrees some approaches were made towards a reconciliation. While
'£ was at the head of affairs, enmity to his power induced a large and
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House of BniTT^w-ick headed an opposition. Both the rebellion and the

i»PI>ositic)n caiac tn nothing. The battle of Culluden annihilated the Jaco-

bite party. The death of Prince Frederic dissolved the faction which, under

his guidance, had feebly striven to annoy his father's government. His chief

followers hastened to make their peace with the ministry ; and the political

torpor became complete.

I'ive yean» after the death of Prince Frederic, the public mind was for a

time violently excite<l. But this excitement had nothing to do with the old

disputes between \Vhigs and Tories. England was at war with France. The
war had been feebly conducted. Minorca had been torn from us. Our fleet

had retired before the white flag of the House of Bourbon. A bitter sense

of humiliation, new to the proudest and bravest of nations, superseded every

other feeling. The cry of all the counties and rn-eat towns of the realm was
for a government which would retrieve the honour of the English arms. The
two most powerful men in the country were the Duke of Newcastle and Pitt.

Alternate victories and defeats had made them sensible that neither of them
could stand alone. The interest of the state, and the interest of their own
ambition, impelled them to coalesce. By their coalition was formed the

ministry which was in power when George the Third ascended the throne.

The more carefully the structure of this celebrated ministry is examined,

the more shall we see reason to marvel at the skill or the luck which had
combined in one harmonious whole such various and, as it seemed, incom-

patible elements of force. The influence which is derived from stainless in-

tegrity, the influence which is derived from the vilest arts of corniption, the

strength of arisiocratical connection, the strength of democratical enthusiasm,

all these things were for the first time found together. Newcastle brought

to the coalition a vast mass of power, which had descended to him from
Walpole and Pelhara. The public offices, the church, the courts of law,

the army, the na\7, the diplomatic service, swarmed with his creatures.

The boroughs, which long afterwards made up the memorable schedules A
and B, were represented by his nominees. The great Whig families, which,

during several generations, had been trained in the discipline of party war-

fare, and were accustomed to stand together in a firm phalanx, acknowledged
him as their captain. Pitt, on the other hand, had what Newcastle wanted,

an eloquence which stirred the passions and charmed the imagination, a

high reputation for purity, and the confidence and ardent love of millions.

The partition which the two ministers made of the powers of government
was singularly happy. Each occupied a province for which he was well

qualified ; and neither had any inclination to intrude himself into the pro-

vince of the other. Newcastle took the treasury, the civil and ecclesiastical

patronage, and the disposal of that part of the secret service money which
was then employed in bribing members of Parliament. • Pitt was Secretary

of State, with the direction of the war and of foreign affairs. Thus the filth

of all the noisome and pestilential sewers of government was poured into

one channel. Through the other passed only what was bright and stainless.

Mean and selfish politicians, pining for commissionerships, gold sticks, and
ribands, flocked to the great house at the comer of Lincoln's Inn Fields.

There, at every levee, appeared eighteen or twenty pair of lawn sleeves ; for

there was not, it was said, a single Prelate who had not owed either his first

elevation or some subsequent translation to Newcastle. There appeared
those members of the House of Commons in whose silent votes the main
strength of the government lay. One wanted a place in the excise for his

butler. Another came about a prebend for his son. A third whispered
that he had always stood by his Grace and the Protestant succession ; that

his last election had been very expensive ; that potwallopers had now no
conscience ; that he had been forced to take \x\> money on mortgage ; and
that he hardlv knew where to turn for five hundred pounds. The Duke
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pressed all their hands, passed his arms round all their shoulders, patted all

dieir backs, and sent away some with wages, and some with promises. From
this traffic Pitt stood haughtily aloof. Not only was he himself incorruptible,
but he shrank from the loathsome drudgery of corrupting others. He had
not, however, been twenty years in Parliament, and ten in office, without
discovering how the government was carried on. He was perfectly aware
that bribeiy was practised on a large scale by his colleagues. Hating the

practice, yet despairing of putting it down, and doubting whether, in those
times, any ministry could stand without it, he determined to be blind to it.

He would see nothing, know nothing, believe nothing. People who came
to talk to him about shares in lucrative contracts, or about the means of
securing a Cornish corporation, were soon put out of countenance by his

arrogant humility. They did him too much honour. Such matters were
beyond his capacity. It was true that his poor advice about expeditions

and treaties was listened to with indulgence by a gracious sovereign. If

the question were, who should command in North .\merica, or who should
be ambassador at Berlin, his colleagues would probably condescend to take
his opinion. But he had not the smallest influence with the Secretary of

the Treasury, and could not venture to ask even for a tidewaitcr's place.

It may be doubted whether he did not owe as much of his popularity to

his ostentatious purity as to his eloquence, or to his talents for the adminis-

tration of war. It was every where said with delight and admiration that

the great Commoner, without any advantages of birth or fortune, had, in

spite of the dislike of the Court and of the aristocracy, made himself the

first man in England, and made England the first country in the world
;

that his name was mentioned with awe in every palace from Lisbon to Mos-
cow ; that his trophies were in all the four quarters of the globe

;
yet that

he was still plain William Pitt, without title or riband, without pension or

sinecure place. Whenever he should retire, after saving the state, he must
sell his coach horses and his silver candlesticks. Widely as the taint of

corru]ition had .spread, his hands were clean. They had never received,

they had never given, the price of infamy. Thus the coalition gathered to

itself support from all the high and all the low parts of human nature, and
was strong with the whole united strength of virtue and of Mammon.

Pitt and Newcastle were coordinate chief ministers. The subordinate
places had been filled on the principle of including in the government every
party and shade of party, the avowed Jacobites alone excepted, nay, every
public man who, from his abilities or from his situation, seemed likely to be
either useful in office or formidable in opposition.

The Whigs, according to what was then considered as their prescriptive

right, held by far the largest share of power. The main support of the
administration was what may be called the great Whig connection, a con-

nection which, during near half a century, had generally had the chief sway
in the country and which derived an immense authority from rank, wealth,
borough interest, and firm union. To this connection, of which Newcastle
was the head, belonged the houses of Cavendish, Lennox, Fitzroy, Ben-
tinck. Manners, Conway, Wentworth, and many others of high note.

There were two other powerful Whig connections, either of which might
have been a nucleus for a strong opposition. But room had been found
in the government for both. They were known as the Grenvilles and the
Bedfords.

The head of the Grenvilles was Richard Earl Temple. His talents for

administration and debate were of no high order. T^ut his great posses-

sions, his turbulent and unscrupulous character, his restless activity, and
his skill in the most ignoble tactics of faction, made him one of the most
formidable enemies that a ministry could have. He was keeper of the
privy seal. His brother George w'as treasurer of the navy. They were

i
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supposed to be on terms of close friendship with Pitt, who had married

their sister, and was the most uxorious of husbands.

The Ik'dfords. or, as ihey were called by their enemies, the lUoomsbury
gang, prufcssed lo l>e led by Jiilin J_^uke of Hcdford, but in tnith led him
wherever they chose, and very often fed liTnf wliei^e he never would have
gone of his own accord. Pie had many good qualities of head and heart,

and would have been certainly a respectable, and possibly a distinguished

man, if he had been less under the intluence of his friends, or more for-

tunate in choosin^; them. Some of them were indeed, to do them justice,

men of parts. But here, we are afraid, eulogj' must end. .Sandwich and
Rigby were able debaters, pleasant boon companions, dexterous intriguers,

masters of all the arts of jobbing and electioneering, and, both in public

and private life, shamelessly immoral. \Veymouth had a natural eloquence,

which sometimes astonished those who knew how little he owed to study.

Bui he was indolent and dissolute, and had early impaired a fine estate

with the dicebo.x, and a fine constitution with the bottle. The wealth and
power of the Duke, and the talents and audacity of some of his retainers,

might have seriously annoyed the strongest ministry. But his assistance had
been secured. He was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; Rigby was his secretary

;

and the whole party dutifully supported the measures of the Government.
Two men had, a short time before, been thought likely to contest with

Pitt the lead of the House of Commons, ^Villiam Murray and Henry Fox.

But Murray had been removed to the Lords, and^was Chief Justice of the

King's Bench. Fox was indeed still in the Commons : but means had been
found to secure, if not his strenuous support, at least his silent acquiescence.

He was a poor man ; he was a doting father. The office of Paymaster-
General during an expensive war was, in that age, perhaps the most
lucrative situation in the gift of the government. This office was bestowed
on Fox. The prospect of making a noble fortune in a few years, and of

providing amply for his darling boy Charles, was irresistibly tempting. To
hold a subordinate place, however profitable, after having led the House
of Commons, and having been intrusted w ith the business of forming a
ministry, was indeed a great descent. But a punctilious sense of personal

dignity was no part of the character of Henry Fox.

We have not time to enumerate all the other men of weight who were,

by some tie or other, attached to the government. We may mention
llardwiclie, reputed the first lawyer of the age ; Legge, reputed the first

financier of the age ; the acute and ready Oswald ; the bold and humorous
Nugent ; Charles Townshend, the most biillant and versatile of mankind

;

Elliot, Barrington, North, Pratt. Indeed, as far as we recollect, there

were in the whole House of Commons only two men of distinguished

abilities who were not connected with the government ; and those two men
stood so low in public estimation, that the only service which they could

have rendered to any government would have been to oppose it. We
speak of Lord George Sackville and Bubb Dodington.

Though most of the official men, and all the members of the cabinet,

were reputed \\Tiigs, the Tories were by no means excluded from employ-

ment. Pitt had gratified many of them with commands in the militia,

which* increased both their income and their importance in their own
counties ; and they were therefore in better humour than at any time since

the death of Anne. Some of the party still continued to grumble over

their punch at the Cocoa Tree ; but in the House of Commons not a single

one of the malecontents durst lift his eyes above the buckle of Pitt's shoe.

Tlius there was absolutely no opposition. Nay, there was no sign from

which it could be gxiessed in what quarter opposition was likely to arise.

Several years passed during which Parliament seemed to have alxlicated

its chief functiuns. The Journals of the House of Commons, during four
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sessions, contain no trace of a division on a party question. The supplies,

though beyond precedent great, were voted without discussion. The most
animated debates of that period were on road bills and inclosure bills.

The old King was content ; and it mattered little whether he were
content or not. It would have been impossible for him to emancipate
himself from a ministry so powerful, even if he had been inclined to do so.

But he had no such inclination. He had once, indeed, been strongly
prejudiced against Pitt, and had repeatedly been ill used by Newcastle

;

but the vigour and success with which the war had been waged in Germany,
and the smoothness with which all public business was carried on, had
produced a favourable change in the royal mind.

Such was the posture of affairs when, on the twenty-fifth of October,
1760, George the Second suddenly died, and George the Third, then
twenty-two years old, became King. The situation of George the Third
differed v/idely from that of his grandfather and that of his greatgrandfather.

Many years had elapsed since a sovereign of England had been an object

of affection to any part of his people. The first two Kings of the House
of Hanover had neither those hereditary rights which have often supplied
the defect of merit, nor those personal qualities which have often supplied
the defect of title. A prince may be popular with little virtue or capacity,

if he reigns by birthright derived from a long line of illustrious predecessors.

An usurper may be popular, if his genius has saved or aggrandi.sed the
nation which he governs. Perhaps no rulers have in our time had a
stronger hold on the affection of subjects than the Emperor Francis, and
his son-in-law the Emperor Napoleon. But imagine a nder with no better

title than Napoleon, and no better understanding than Francis. Richard
Cromwell was such a ruler ; and, as soon as an arm was lifted up against
him, he fell without a struggle, amidst universal derision. George the
First and George the Second were in a situation which bore some resem-
blance to that of Richard Cromwell. They were saved from the fate of

Richard Cromwell by the strenuous and able exertions of the Whig party,

and by the general conviction that the nation had no choice but between
the House of Brunswick and Popery. But by no class were the Guelphs
regarded with that devoted affection, of which Charles the First, Charles
the Second, and James the Second, in spite of the greatest faults, and in

the midst of the greatest misfortunes, received innumerable proofs. Those
Whigs who stood by the new dynasty so manfully with purse and sword
did so on principles independent of, and indeed almost incompatible with,

the sentiment of devoted loyalty. The moderate Tories regarded the
foreign dynasty as a great evil, which must be endured for fear of a greater
evil. In the eyes of the high Tories, the Elector was the most hateful of
robbers and tyrants. The crowm of another was on his head ; the blood
of the brave and loyal was on his hands. Thus, during many years, the
Kings of England were objects of strong personal aversion to many of

their subjects, and of strong personal attachment to none. They found,

indeed, firm and cordial support against the pretender to their throne ; but
this support was given, not at all for their sake, but for the sake of a reli-

gious and political system which would have been endangered by their fall.

This support, too, they were compelled to purchase by perpetually sacri-

ficing their private inclinations to the party which had set them on the

throne, and which maintained them there.

At the close of the reign of George the Second, the feeling of aversion

with which the House of Brunswick had long been regarded by half the

nation had died away ; but no feeling of affection to that house had yet

sprung up. There was little, indeed, in the old King's character to inspire

esteem or tenderness. He was not our countryman. He never set foot on
nnr soil till he was more than thirty years old. His speech bewrayed his
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foreign origin and breeding. His love for his native land, though the most
amiaole part of his character, was not likely to endear him to his British

subjects. He \va.s never so happy as when he could exchange St James's
for Hemhausen. Year after year, our .ieets were employed to convoy him
to the Continent, and the interests of his kingdom were as nothing to him
when compared with the interests of his Electorate. As to the rest, he had
neither the qualities which make dulness respectable, nor the qualities whicii

make libertmism attractive. He had been a bad son and a worse father,

an unfaithful husband and an ungraceful lover. Not one magnanimous or
humane action is recoriied of him ; but many instances of meanness, and of
a harshness which, but for the strong constitutional restraints under which
he was placed, might have made the misery of his people.
He died ; and at once a new world opened. The young King was a born

Knglishman. All his tastes and habits, good or bad, were English. No
portion of his subjects had any thing to reproach him with. Even the re-

maining adherents of the House of Stuart could scarcely impute to him the
guilt of usurpation. He was not responsible for the Revolution, for the Act
of Settlement, for the suppression of the risings of 1715 and of 1745. He
wa.s innocent of the blood of Derwentwater and Kilmarnock, of Balmerino
and Cameron. Bom fifty years after the old line had been expelled, fourth
in descent and third in succession of the Hanoverian dynasty, he might plead
some show of hereditary right. His age, his appearance, and all that was
known of his character, conciliated public favour. He was in the bloom of
youth ; his person and address were pleasing. Scandal imputed to him no
vice ; and flatter)- might, without any glaring absurdity, ascribe to him
many princely virtues.

It is not strange, therefore, that the sentiment of loyalty, a sentiment which
had lately seemed to be as much out of date as the belief in witches or the
practice of pilgrimage, should, from the day of his accession, have begun to
revive. The Tories in particular, who had always been inclined to King-
worship, and who had long felt with pain the want of an idol before whom
they could bow themselves down, were as joyful as the priests of Apis, when,
after a long interval, they liad found a new calf to adore. It was soon clear
that Cleorge the Third was regarded by a portion of the nation with a very
different feeling from that which his two predecessors had inspired. They
had been merely first Magistrates, Doges, Stadtholders ; he was emphati-
cally a King, the anointed of heaven, the breath of his people's nostrils.

Tlie years of the widowhood and mourning of the Tory party were over.
Dido had kept faith long enough to the cold ashes of a former lord ; she had
at last found a comforter, and recognised the vestiges of the old flame. The
ijolden days of Harley would return. The Somersets, the Lees, and the
Wyndhams would again surround the throne. The latitudinarian Prelates,
who had not been ashamed to correspond with Doddridge and to shake hands
with Whiston, would be succeeded by divines of the temper of South and
Atterbury. The devotion which had been so signally shown to the House
of Stuart, which had been prix>f agaiast defeats, confiscations, and proscrip-
tions, which perfidy, oppression, ingratitude, could not weary out, was now
transferred entire to the House of Brunswick. If George the Third would
but accept the homage of the Civaliers and High Churchmen, he should be
to them all that Charles the First and Charles the Second had been.

The Prince, whose accession was thus hailed by a great party long
estranged from his house, had received from nature a strong will, a firmness
of temper to which a harsher name might perhaps be given, and ar under-
standing not, indeed, acute or enlarged, but such as qualified him to be a
gooti man of business. But his character had not yet fully developed itself.

He had been brought up in strict seclusion. The detractors of the Princess
Dowager of Wales affirmed that she had kept her children from commerce
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with society, in order that she might hold an undivided empire over theii

minds. She gave a very different explanation of her conduct. She would
gladly, she said, see her sons and daughters mix in the world, if they could do
so without risk to their morals. But the profligacy of the people of quality

alanned her. The young men were all rakes ; the young women made love,

instead of waiting till it was made to them. She could not bear to expose
those whom she loved best to the contaminating influence of such society.

The moral advantages of the system of education which formed the Duke
of York, the Duke of Cumberland, and the Queen of Denmark, may per-

haps be questioned. George the Third was indeed no libertine ; but he
brought to the throne a mind only half opened, and was for some time entirely

under the influence of his mother and of his Groom of the Stole, John
Stuart, Earl of Bute.

The Earl of Bute was scarcely known, even by name, to the countr}-

which he was soon to govern. He had indeed, a short time after he came
of age, been chosen to fill a vacancy which, in the middle of a parliament,

had taken place among the Scotch representative peers. He had disobliged

the Whig ministers by giving some silent votes with the Tories, and conse-

quently lost his seat at the next dissolution, and had never been reelected.

Near twenty years had elapsed since he had borne any part in politics. He
had passed some of those years at his seat in one of the Hebrides, and from
tliat retirement he had emerged as one of the household of Prince Frederic.

I .ord Bute, excluded from public life, had found out many ways of amusing
his leisure. He was a tolerable actor in private theatricals, and was par-

ticularly successful in the part of Lothano. A handsome leg, to which both

painters and satirists took care to give prominence, was among his chiel

qualifications for the stage. He devised quaint dresses for masquerades.

He dabbled in geometry, mechanics, and botany. He paid some attention

to antiquities and works of art, and was considered in his ovaoi circle as a

judge of painting, architecture, and poetiy. It is said that his spelling was
incorrect. But though, in our time, incorrect spelling is justly considered

as a proof of sordid ignorance, it would be unjust to apply the same rule

to people who lived n century ago. The novel of Sir Charles Grandison
was published about the time at which Lord Bute made his appearance at

Leicester House. Our readers may perhaps remember the account which
Charlotte Grandison gives of her two lovers. One of them, a fashionable

baronet who talks French and Italian fluently, cannot write a line in his

own language without some sin against orthography ; the other, who is

represented as a most respectable specimen of the young aristocracy, and
something of a virtuoso, is described as spelling pretty well for a lord. On
the whole, the Earl of Bute might fairly be called a man of cultivated mind.
He was also a man of undoubted honour. But his understanding was narrow,
and his manners cold and haughty. His qualifications for the part of a

statesman were best described by Frederic, who often indulged in the un-

princely luxury of sneering at his dependents. " Bute," said his Royal
Highness, " you are the very man to be envoy at some small proud German
court where there is nothing to do."

Scandal rej^resented the Groom of the Stole as the favoured lover of the

Princess Dowager. He was undoubtedly her confidential friend. The
influence which the two united exercised over the mind of the King was for

a time unbounded. The Princess, a woman and a foreigner, was not likely

to be a judicious adviser about affairs of state. The Earl could scarcely be
said to have served even a noviciate in politics. His notions of government
had been acquired in the society which had been in the habit of assembling

round Frederic at Kew and Leicester House. That society consisted

principally of Tories, who had been reconciled to the House of Hanover
bv the civility with which the Prince had treated them, and by the hope of
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obtaining high preferment when he should come to the throne. Then
political creed was a peculiar modification of Toryism. It was the creed

neither of the Tories of the seventeenth nor of the Tories of the nineteenth

century ; it was the creed, not of P'ilmer and Sacheveiell, not of Perceval
and Eldon, but of the sect of which Bolingbroke may be considered as the
chief doctor. This sect deserves commendation for having pointed out and
justly reprobated some great abuses which sprang up during the long domina-
tion of the Whigs. But it is far easier to point out and reprobate abuses

than to propose beneficial reforms : and the reforms which Bolingbrokc
proposed would either have been utterly inefficient, or would have produced
much more mischief than they would have removed.
The Revolution had saved the nation from one class of evils, but had at

the same time—such is the imperfection of all things human—engendered
or agjoravated another class of evils which required new remedies. Liberty

and property were secure from the attacks of prerogative. Conscience
was respected. No government ventured to infringe any of the rights

solemnly recognised by the instrument wliich had called William and
Mary to the throne. But it cannot be denied that, under the new system,

the public interests and the public morals were seriously endangered by
corruption and faction. During the long struggle against the Stuarts, the

chief object of the most enlightened statesmen had been to strengthen the

House of Commons. The struggle was over; the victory was won' the

House of Commons was supreme in the state ; and all the vices which had
till therwbeen latent in the representative system were rapidly developed
by prosperity and power. Scarcely had the e.xecutive government become
really responsible to the House of Commons, when it began to appear that

the House of Commons v.as not really responsible to the nation. Many of

the constituent bodies were under the absolute control of individuals ; many
were notoriously at the command of the highest bidder. The debate* were
not published. It was verj* seldom known out of doors how a gentleman
had voted. Thus, while the ministry was accountable to the Parliament,

the majority of the Parliament was accountable to nobody. Under sucli

circumstances, nothing could be more natural than that the members should

insist on being paid for their votes, should form themselves into combina-
tions for the purpose of raising tlie price of their votes, and should at critical

conjunctures extort large wages by threatening a strike. Thus the Whig
ministers of George the First and George the Second were compelled to

reduce corruption to a system, and to practise it on a gigantic scale.

If we are right as to the cause of these abuses, we can scarcely be wrong
as to the remedy. The remedy was surely not to deprive the House ol

Commons of its weight in the state. Such a course would undoubtedly

have put an end to parliamentary corruption and to jiarliamentnry factions :

for, when votes cease to be of^importance, they will cease to be bought

;

and, when knaves can get nothing by combining, they will cease to combine.

But to destroy corruption and faction by introducing despotism would have
been to cure bad by worse. The proper remedy evidently was, to make
the House of Commons responsible to the nation ; and this was to be

effected in two ways ; first, by giving publicity to parliamentar}- proceedings,

and thus placing every member on his trial before the triljunal of juiblic

opinion; and secondly, by so reforming the constitution of the House that

no man should be able to sit in it who had not been returned by a respectable

and independent body of constituents.

Bolingbroke and IJoUngbroke's disciples recommended a very differenc

mode of treating the diseases of the state. Their doctrine was, that a

vigorous use of the prerogative by a patriot King would at once break all

factious combinations, and supersede the pretended necessity of bribing

members of Parliament. The King had only to resolve that he would be
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master, that he would not be held in thi-aldom by any set of men, that he
would take for ministers any persons in whom he had confidence, without
distinction of party, and that he would restrain his servants from influencing

by immoral means, either the constituent bodies or the representative body.
This childish scheme proved that those who proposed it knew nothing of

the nature of the evil with which they pretended to deal. The real cause
of the prevalence of corraption and faction was that a House of Commons,
not accountable to the people, was more powerful than the King. Boling-
broke's remedy could be applied only by a King more powerful than the
House of Commons. How was the patriot Prince to govern in defiance of

the body without whose consent he could not equip a sloop, keep a battalion

under arms, send an embassy, or defray even the charges of his own house-
hold ? Was he to dissolve the Parliament ? And what was he likely to

gain by appealing to Sudbury and Old Sarum against the venality of their

representatives ? Was he to send out privy seals ? Was he to levy ship-

money ? If so, this boasted reform must commence in all probability by
civil war, and, if consummated, must be consummated by the establishment of
absolute monarchy. Or was the patriot King to carry the House of Commons
with him in his upright designs? By what means? Interdicting himself
from the use of cornipt influence, what motive was he to address to the

Dodingtons and Winningtons? Was cupidity, strengthened by habit, to

be laid asleep by a few fine sentences about virtue and union ?

Absurd as this theory was, it had many admirers, particularly among men
of letters. It was now to be reduced to practice ; and the result was, as

any man of sagacity must have foreseen, the most piteous and ridiculous of

failures.

On the very day of the young King's accession, appeared some signs

which indicated the approach of a great change. The speech which he
made to his council was not submitted to the cabinet. It was drawn up by
Bute, and contained some expressions which might be constmed into reflec-

tions on the conduct of affairs during the late reign. Pitt remonstrated, and
begged that these expressions might be softened down in the printed copy

;

but it was not till after some hours of altercation that Bute yielded ; and,

even after Bute had yielded, the King aftected to hold out till the following

afternoon. On the same day on which this singular contest took place, Bute
was not only sworn of the privy council, but introduced into the Cabinet.

Soon after this Lord Holdernesse, one of the Secretaries of State, in

pursuance of a plan concerted with the court, resigned die seals. Bute was
instantly appointed to the vacant place. A general election speedily fol-

lowed, and the new Secretary entered parliament in the only way in which he
then could enter it, as one of the sixteen representative peers of Scotland.*

Had the ministers been firmly united it can scarcely be doubted that they

would have been able to withstand the court. The parliamentary influence

of the Whig aristocracy, combined with the genius, the virtue, and the fame
of Pitt, would have been irresistible. But there had been in the cabinet of

George the Second latent jealousies and enmities, which now began to show
themselves. Pitt had been estranged from his old ally Legge, the Chancellor

of the Exchequer. Some of the ministers were envious of Pitt's popularity.

Others were, not altogether without cause, disgusted by his imperious and
haughty demeanour. Others, again, were honestly opposed to some parts

of his policy. They admitted that he had found the country in the depths
of humiliation, and had raised it to the height of glory ; they admitted that

he had conducted the war with energy, ability, and splendid success. But
they began to hint that the drain on the resources of the state was unexampled,

' In the reign of Anne, the House of Lords had resolved that, under the 23d article of

Union, no Scotch peer could be created a peer of Great Britain. This resolution wasnot
annulled till the year 178a.
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and that the public debt was increasing with a speed at which Montague or

Godolphin would have stood aghast. Some of the acquisitions made by our

fleets and armies were, it was acknowledged, profitable as well as honour-

able ; but, now that George the Second was dead, a courtier niif;ht venture

to ask why Kngland was to become a party in a dispute between two German
powers. What was it to her whether the House of Hapsburg or the Huuse
of Brandenburg nded in Silesi^? Why were the best English regiments

lighting on the Main? Why were the Prussian battalions paid with English

gold .'' The great minister seemed to think it beneath him to calculate the

price of victory. As Iv^ng as the Tower guns were fired, as the streets were

illuminated, as French banners were carried in triumph through London, it

was to him matter of indifference to what extent the public burdens were

augmented. Nay, he seemed to glory in the magnitude of those sacrifices

which the people, fascinated by his eloquence and success, had too readily

made, and would long and bitterly regret. There was no check on waste or

embezzlement. Our commissaries returned from the camp of Prince Ferdi-

nand to buy boroughs, to roar palaces, to rival the magnificence of the old

aristocracy of the realm. Already had we borrowed, in four years of war,

more than the most ^kdful and economical government would pay in forty

years of peace. But the prospect of peace was as remote as ever. It could

not be doubted that France, smarting and prostrate, would consent to fair

terms of accommodation ; but this was not what Pitt wanted. War had made
him powerful and popular ; with war, all that was brightest in his life was
associated : for war his talents were peculiarly fitted. He had at length

begun to love war for its own sake, and was more disposed to quarrel with

neutrals than to make peace with enemies.

Such were the views of the Duke of Bedford and of the Earl of Hardwicke
;

but no member of the government held these opinions so strongly as George
Grenville, the treasurer of the navy. George Grenville was brother-in-law of

Pitt, and had always been reckoned one of Pitt's personal and political friends.

But it is difficult to conceive two men of talents and integrity more utterly

unlike each other. Pitt, as his sister often said, knew nothing accurately

except Spenser's Fairy Queen. He had never applied himself steadily to

any branch of knowledge. He was a wretched financier. He never became
familiar even with the rules of that House of which he was the brightest

ornament. He had never studied public law as a system ; and was, indeed,

so ignorant of the whole subject, that George the Second, on one occasion,

complained bitterly that a man who had never read Vattel should presume
to undertake the direction of foreign affairs. But these defects were more
than redeemed by high and rare gifts, by a strange power of inspiring great

masses of men with confidence and affection, by an eloquence which not

only delighted the ear. but stirred the blood, and brought tears into the eyes,

by originality in devi>ing plans, by vigour in executing them. Grenville, on
the other hand, was by nature and habit a man of details. He had been
bred a la\\-)er ; and he had brought the industry and acuteness of the Temple
into official and parliamentary life. He was supposed to be intimately

acquair.ted with the whole fiscal system of the countrj'. He had paid especial

attention to the law of Parliament, and was so learned in all things relating

to the privileges and orders of the House of Commons that those who loved
him least pronounced him the only person competent to succeed Onslow in

the Chair. His speeches were generally instructive, and sometimes, from

the gravity and ea.'ne'Jtness with which he spoke, even imjiressive, but nevir

brilliant, and generally tedious. Indeed, even when he was at the head of

affairs, ae sometimes found it difficult to obtain the ear of the House. In
disposition as well as in intellect, he differed widely from his brother-in-law.
Pitt was utteriy regardless of money. He would scarcely stretch out his
hand to take it : an<l. when it came, he threw it away with childihh profusion
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Grenville, though strictly upright, was grasping and parsimonious. Pitt was
a man of excitable nerves, sanguine in hope, easily elated by success and
popularity, keenly sensil)le of injury, but prompt to forgive ; (irenville's

character was stem, melancholy, and pertinacious. Nothing was more
remarkable in him than his inclination always to look on the dark side of

things. He was the raven of the House of Commons, always croaking

defeat in the midst of triumphs, and bankruptcy \vith an overflowing ex-

chequer. Burke, with general applause, compared him, in a time of quiet

and plenty, to the evil spirit whom Ovid described looking down on the

stately temples and.wealthy haven of Athens, and scarce able to refrain from

weeping because she could find nothing at which to weep. Such a man was
not likely to be popular. But to unpopularity Qrenville opposed a dogged
determination, which sometimes forced even those who hated him to respect

him.

It was natural that Pitt and Grenville, being such as they were, should

take very different views of the situation of affairs. Pitt could see nothing

but the trophies ; Grenville could see nothing but the bill. Pitt boasted

that England was victorious at once in America, in India, and in Germany,
the umpire of the Continent, the mistress of the sea. Grenville cast up the

subsidies, sighed over the army extraordinaries, and groaned in spirit to

think that the nation had borrowed eight millions in one year.

With a ministry thus divided it was not difficult for Bute to deal. Legge
was the first who fell. He had given offence to the young King in the late

reign, by refusing to support a creature of Bute at a Hampshire election.

He was now not only turned out, but in the closet, when he delivered up
his seal of office, was treated with gross incivility.

Pitt, who did not love Legge, saw this event with indifference. But the

danger was now fast approaching himself. Charles theJThird of^pain had
early conceived a deadly hatred of England. Twenty years before, when he

was King of the Two Sicilies, he had been eager to join the coalition against

Maria Theresa. But an English fleet had suddenly appeared in the Bay of

Naples. An English captain had landed, had proceeded to the palace, had
laid a watch on the table, and had told his majesty that, within an hour, a

treaty of neutrality must be signed, or a bombardment would commence.
The treaty was signed ; the squadron sailed out of the bay twenty-four hours

after it had sailed in ; and from that day the niling passion of the humbled
Prince was aversion to the English name. He was at length in a situation

in which he might hope to gratify that passion. He had recently become
King of Spain and the Indies. He saw, with envy and apprehension, the

triumphs of our navy, and the rapid extension of our colonial Empire. He
was a Bourbon, and sympathised with the distress of the house from which
he sprang. He was a Spaniard ; and no Spaniard could bear to see Gibraltar

and Minorca in the possession of a foreign power. Impelled by such feel-

ings, Charles concluded a secret treaty with France. By this treaty, known
as the Family Compact, the two powers bound themselves, not in express

words, but by the clearest implication, to make war on England in common.
Spain postponed the declaration of hostilities only till her fleet, laden with

the treasures of America, should have arrived.

The existence of the treaty could not be kept a secret from Pitt. He
acted as a man of his capacity and energj' might be expected to act. He at

once proposed to declare war against Spain, and to intercept the American
fleet. He had determined, it is said, to attack without delay both Havanna
and the Philippines.

His wise and resolute counsel was rejected. Bute was foremost in oppos-

ing it, and was supported by almost the whole cabinet. Some of the

ministers doubted, or affected to doubt, the correctness of Pitt's intelligence
;

some shrank from the responsibility of advising a course so bold and decided

I
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as that which he proposed ; some were weary of his ascendency, and were
glad to be rid of him on any pretext. One only of his colleagues agreed

with him, his brother-in-law, Earl Temple.
Pitt and Temple resigned their offices. To Pitt the young King behaved

at parting in the most gracious manner. Pitt, who, proud and fiery every

where else, wxs always meek and humble in the closet, was moved even to

tears. Tlie King and the favourite urged him to accept some subsiantial

mark of royal gratitude. Would he like to be appointed governor of

Canada ? A salary of five thousand pounds a year should be annexed to

the office. Residence would not be required. It was true that the governor
of Canada, as the law then stood, could not be a member of the House of

Commons. But a bill should be brought in, authorising Pitt to hold his

government together with a seat in Parliament, and in the preamble sh:)uld

be set forth his claims to the gratitude of his country. Pitt answered, with

all delicacj', that his anxieties were rather for his wife and family than for

himself, and that nothing would be so acceptable to him as a mark of

royal goodness which might be beneficial to those who were dearest to him.

The hint was taken. The same Gazette which announced the retirement

of the Secretary of State announced also that, in consideration of his great

public services, his wife had been created a peeress in her own right, and
that a pension of three thousand pounds a year, for three lives, had been
bestowed on himself. It was doubtless thought that the rewards and
honours conferred on the great minister would have a conciliatory effi^ct on
the public mind. Perhaps, too, it was thought that his popularity, which
had partly arisen from the contempt which he had always shown for money,
would be damaged by a pension ; and, indeed, a crowd of libels instantly

appeared, in which he was accused of having sold his country. Many of

his true friends thought that he would have best consulted the dignity of

his character by refusing to accept any pecuniary reward from the court.

Nevertheless, the general opinion of his talents, virtues, and services,

remained unaltered. Addresses were presented to him from several large

towns. London showed its admiration and affection in a still more marked
manner. Soon after his resignation came the Lord Mayor's day. The
King and the royal family dined at Guildhall. Pitt was one of the guests.

The young sovereign, seated by his bride in his state coach, received a

remarkable lesson. He was scarcely noticed. All eyes were fixed on the

fallen minister ; all acclamations directed to him. The streets, the_ balconies,

the chimney tops, burst into a roar of delight as his chariot passed by. 'ihe

ladies wave<i their handkerchiefs from the windows. The common people

clung to the wheels, shook hands with the footmen, and even kissed the

horses. Cries of " No Bute !" " No Newcastle salmon !" were mingled
with the shouts of " Pitt for ever !" When Pitt entered Guildhall, he was
welcomed by loud huzzas and clapping of hands, in which the very magis-

trates of the city joined. Lord Bute, in the mean time, was hooted and
pelted through Cheapside, and would, it was thought, have been in .s^une

danger, if he had not taken the precaution of surrc>unding his carriage with a

strong body guard of boxers. Many persons blame the conduct of Pitt on
this occasion as disrespectful to the King. Indeed, Pitt himself afterwards

owned that he had done wrong. He was led into this error, as he was
afterwards led into more serious errors, by the influence of his turbulent

and mischievous brother-in-law. Temple.

The events which immediately followed Pitt's retirement raised his fame
higher than ever. War with Spain prove<l to be, as he had predicted,

inevitable. News came from the West Indies that Martinique had been
taken by an expedition which he had sent forth. Havanna fell ; and it was
known that he had planned an attack on Havanna. Manilla capitulated

;

aad it was believed that he bad meditated a blow against Manilla. Ttic



75» THE EARL OF CHATHAM.

American fleet, which he had proposed to intercept, had unloaded an
immense cargo of bullion in the haven of Cadiz, before Bute could be
convinced that the court of Madrid really entertained hostile intentions.

The session of Parliament which followed Pitt's retirement passed over
without any violent storm. Lord Bute took on himself the most prominent
part in the House of Lords. He had become Secretary of State, and indeed
prime minister, without having once opened his lips in public except as

an actor. There was, therefore, no small curiosity to know how he would
acquit himself. Members of the House of Commons crowded the bar of

the Lords, and covered the steps of the throne. It was generally expected
that the orator would break down ; but his most malicious hearers were
forced to own that he had made a better figure than they expected. They,
indeed, ridiculed his action as theatrical, and his style as tumid. They
were especially amused by the long pauses which, not from hesitation, but

from affectation, he made at all the emphatic words, and Charles Townshend
cried out, "Minute guns!" The general opinion however was, that, if

Bute had been early practised in debate, he might have become an impres-

sive speaker.

In the Commons, George Grenville had been intrusted with the lead.

The task was not, as yet, a very difficult one : for Pitt did not think fit to

raise the standard of Opposition. His speeches at this time were distin-

guished, not only by that eloquence in which he excelled all his rivals, but
also by a temperance and a modesty which had too often been wanting to

his character. When war was declared against Spain, he justly laid claim

to the merit of having foreseen what had at length become manifest to all,

but he carefully abstained fror-^ arrogant and acrimonious expressions ; and
this abstinence was the more honourable to him, because his temper, never

very placid, was now severely tried, both by gout and by calumny. The
courtiers had adopted a mode of warfare, which was soon turned with far

more formidable effect against themselves. Half the inhabitants of the

Grub Street garrets paid their milk scores, and got their shirts out of pawn,
by abusing Pitt. His German war, his subsidies, his pension, his wife's

peerage, were shin of beef and gin, blankets and baskets of small coal, to

the starving poetasters of the Fleet. Even in the House of Commons, he
was, on one occasion during this session, assailed with an insolence and
malice which called forth the indignation of men of all parties ; but he
endured the outrage with majestic patience. In his younger days he had
been but too prompt to retaliate on those who attacked him ; but now,
conscious of his great services, and of the space which he filled in the eyes

of all mankind, he would not stoop to personal squabbles. "This is no
season," he said, in the debate on the Spanish war, "for altercation and
recrimination. A day has arrived wlien every Englishman should stand

forth for his country. Arm the whole ; be one people ; forget every thing

but the public. I .set you the example. Harassed by slanderers, sinking

under pain and disease, for the public I forget both my wrongs and my
infirmities ! " On a general review of his life, we are inclined to think that

his genius and virtue never shone with so pure an effulgence as during the

session of 1762.

The session drew towards the close ; and Bute, emboldened by the acqui-

escence of the Houses, resolved to strike another great blow, and to become
firstministerinname as wellasin reality. That coalition, which a i^^ months
before had seemea all powerful, had been dissolved. The retreat of Pitt had
deprived the government of pupuiarit). Newcastle had exulted in the fall

of the illustrious colleague whom he envied and dreaded, auti had not fore-

seen that his own doom was at hand. He still tried to flatter himself that

he was at the head of the government ; but insults heaped on insults at length

undeceived him. Places which had always been considered as in his gift,

)
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were bestowed without any reference to him. His expostulations only called
forth si^ificant hints that it was time for him to retire. One day he pre.ssed

on Bute the claims of a Whig Prelate to the Archbishopric of \'ork. " If

your grace thinks so highly of him," answered Bute, " 1 v\ondcr that you did
not promote him when you had the power." Still the old man clung with
a desperate grasp to the wreck. Seldom, indeed, ha\e Christian meekness
and Christian humility equalled the meekness and humility of his patient and
abject ambition. At length he was forced to understand that all was over.
He quitted that court where he had held high office during forty-five years,
and hid his shame and regret among the cedars of Claremont. Bute became
first lord of the treasury.

Tlie favourite had undoubtedly committed a great error. It is impossible
to imagine a tool better suited to his purposes than that which he thus threw
away, or rather put into the hands of his enemies. If Newcastle had been
suffered to play at being first minister, Bute might securely and quietly have
enjoyed the substance of power. The gradual introduction of Tories into
all the departments of the government might have been effected without any
violent clamour, if the chief of the great Whig connection had been ostensibly
at the head of atTairs. This was strongly represented to Bute by Lord Mans-
field, a man who may justly be called the father of modem Toryism, of Tory-
ism modified to suit an order of things under which the House of Commons
is the most powerfuUbody in the state. The theories which had dazzled Bute
could not impose on the fine intellect of Mansfield. The temerity \vith which
Bute provoked the hostility of powerful and deeply rooted interests, was dis-
pleasing to Mansfield's cold and timid nature. Expostulation, however, wxs
vain. Bute was impatient of advice, drunk with success, eager to be, in show
as well as in reality, the head of the government. He had engaged in an
undertaking in which a screen was absolutely necessary to his success, and
even to his safety. He found an excellent screen ready in the very place
where it was most needed ; and he rudely pushed it away.
And now the new system of government came into full operation. For

the first time since the accession of the House of Hanover, the Tory party
was in the ascendant. The prime minister himself was a Tory. I.oid Egre-
mont, who had succeeded Pitt as Secretary of State, was a Tory, and the
son of a Tory. Sir P'rancis Dashwood, a man of slender parts, of .«;inall ex-
perience, and of notoriously immoral character, was made Chancellor of the
Exchequer, for no reason that could be imagined, except that he was a Tor>',
and had been a Jacobite. The royal household was filled with men whose
favourite toast, a few years before, had been the King over the water. The
relative position of the two great national seats of learning was suddenly
changed. The university of (Oxford had long been the chief seat of disaffec-
tion. In troubled times, the High Street had been lined with bayonets ; the
colleges had been searched by the King's messengers. Grave doctors were
in the habit of talking very Ciceronian treason in the theatre ; and the under-
graduates drank bumpers' to Jacobite toasts, and chanted Jacobite airs. Of
four successive Chancellors of the University, one had notoriously been in
the Pretender's service ; the other three were fully believed to be in secret
correspondence with the exiled family. Cambridge had therefore been espe-
cially favoured by the Hanoverian Princes, and had shown herself grateful
for their patronage, (^eorge the First had enriched her library ; George the
Second had cr,ntributed munificently to her Senate House. Bishoprics and
deaneries were showered on her children. Her Chancellor was Newcastle,
the chief of the Whig aristocracy ; her High Steward was Hardwicke, the
\yhig head of the law. Both her burgesses had held office under the Whig
ministr}-. Times had now changed. The University of Cambridge was
received at St James's with comparative coldness. The answers to the
addresses of Oxford were all gmciousness and warmth.
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The watchwords of the new government were prerogative and purity. The
sovereign was no longer to be a puppet in the hands of any subject, or of

any combination of subjects. George the Third would not be forced to take

ministers whom he disliked, as his grandfather had been forced to take

Pitt. George the Third would not be forced to part with any whom he de-

lighted to honour, as his grandfather had been forced to part with Carteret.

At the same time, the system of bribery which had grown up during the late

reigns was to cease. It was ostentatiously proclaimed that, since the acces-

sion of the young King, neither constituents nor representatives had been
bought with the secret service money. To free Britain from corruption and
oligarchical cabals, to detach her from continental connections, to bring the

bloody and expensive war with France and Spain to a close, such were the

specious objects which Bute professed to procure.

Some of these objects he attained. England withdrew, at the cost of a

deep stain on her faith, from her German connections. The war with France
and Spain was terminated by a peace, honourable indeed and advantageous
to our country, yet less honourable and less advantageous than might have
been expected from a long and almost unbroken series of victories, by land

and sea, in every part of the world. But the only effect of Bute's domestic
administration was to make faction wilder, and corruption fouler than ever.

The mutual animosity of the Whig and Tory parties had begun to languish

after the fall of Walpole, and had seemed to be almost extinct at the close

of the reign of George the Second. It now revived in all its force. Many
Whigs,- it is true, were still in office. The Duke of Bedford had signed the

treaty with France. The Duke of Devonshire, though much out ofhumour,
still continued to be Lord Chamberlain. Grenville, who led the House of

Commons, and Fox, who still enjoyed in silence the immense gains of the

Pay Office, had always been regarded as strong Whigs. But the bulk of the

party throughout the country regarded the new minister with abhorrence.

There was, indeed, no want of popular themes for invective against his char-

acter. He was a favourite ; and favourites have always been odious in this

country. No mere favourite had been at the head of the government since

the dagger of Felton had reached the heart of the Duke of Buckingham.
After that event the most arbitrary and the most frivolous of the Stuarts had
felt the necessity of confiding the chief direction of affairs to men who had
given some proof of parliamentary or official talent. Strafford, Falkland,

Clarendon, Clifford, Shaftesbury, Lauderdale, Danby, Temple, Halifax,

Rochester, Sunderland, whatever their faults might be, were all men of

acknowledged ability. They did not owe their eminence merely to the favour

of the sovereign. On the contrary, they owed the favour of the sovereign to

their eminence. Most of them, indeed, had first attracted the notice of the

court by the capacity and vigour which they had shown in opposition. The
Revolution seemed to have for ever secured the state against the domina-

tion of a Carr or a Villiers. Now, however, the personal regard of the King
had at once raised a man who had seen nothing of public business, who had
never opened his lips in Parliament, over the heads of a crowd of eminent

orators, financiers, diplomatists. From a private gentleman, this fortunate

minion had at once been turned into a Secretary of State. He had made his

maiden speech when at the head of the administration. The vulgar resorted

to a simple explanation of the phenomenon, and the coarsest ribaldry against

the Princess Mother was scrawled on every wall and sung in every alley.

This was not all. The spirit of party, roused by impolitic provocation from
its long sleep, roused in turn a still fiercer and more malignant Fury, the

spirit of national animosity. The grudge of Whig against Tory was mingled

with the grudge of Englishman against Scot. The two sections of the great

British people had not yet been indissolubly blended together. The events

of 1715 and of 1745 had left painful and enduring traces. The tradesmen
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of Gomhill had been in dread of seeing their tills and warehouses plundered

by barelegt^Lvl mountaineers from the Clrampians. They still recollected

tiiat black Kiiiiay. when the news came that the rebels were at Derlty,

when all the shops in the city were closed, and when the Bank of Englancl

began to pay in si.\]K'nces. The Scots, on the other hand, remembered
with natural resentment, the severity with which the insurgents had been
chastised, the military outrages, the humiliating laws, the heads fixed on
Temple Bar, the tires and quartering blocks on Kennington Common. The
favourite did not suffer the English to forget from what part of the island

he came. The cry of all the south was that the public offices, the anny,

the na^)', were filled with high-cheeked Drummonds and Erskines, Mac-
donalds and Macgillivrays, who could not talk a Christian tongue, and
some of whom hail but lately begun to wear Christian breeches. All the

old jokes on hills without trees, girls without stockings, men eating the food

of horses, pails emptied from the fourteenth storj', were pointed against

these Incky adventurers. To the honour of the Scots it must be said, that

tlieir prudence and their pride restrained them from retaliation. Like the

princess in the Arabian tale, they stopped their ears tight, and, unmoved
by the shrillest notes of abuse, walked on, without once looking round,

straight towards the Golden Fountain.

Bute, who had always been considered as a man of taste and reading,

affected, from the moment of his elevation, the character of a Maecenas. If

he e-xpected to conciliate the public by encouraging literature and art, he
was grievously mistaken. Indeed, none of the objects of his munificence,

with the single exception of Johnson, can be said to have been well selected

;

and the public, not unnaturally, ascribed the selection of Johnson rather to

the Doctor's political prejudices than to his literary merits : for a wretched
scribbler named Shebbeare, who had nothing in common with Johnson
except violent Jacobitism, and who had stood in the pillory for a libel on the

Revolution, was honoured with a mark of royal approbation, similar to that

which was bestowed on the author of the English Dictionary, and of the

Vanity of Human Wishes. It was remarked that Adam, a Scotchman, was
the court architect, and that Ramsay, a Scotchman, was the court painter,

and was preferred to Re)Tiolds. Mallet, a Scotchman, of no high literary

fame, and of infamous character, partook largely of the liberality of the

government. John Home, a Scotchman, was rewarded for the tragedy of

1 )ouglas, both with a pension and with a sinecure place. But, w hen the

author of the Bard, and ol the Elegy in a Countr}' Churchyard, ventured to

ask for a Professorship, the emoluments of which he much needed, and for

the duties of which he was, in many respects, better qualified than any man
li\-ing, he was refused ; and the post was bestowed on the pedagogue under
whose care the favourite's son-in-law. Sir James Lowther, had made such

signal proficiency in the graces and in the humane virtues.

Thus, the first lord of the treasury was detested by many as a Tory, by
many as a favourite, and by many as a Scot. All the hatred which flowed

from these various sources soon mingled, and was directed in one torrent of

obloquy against the treaty of peace. The Duke of Bedford, who negotiated

that treaty, was hooted through the streets. Bute was attacked in his chair,

and was witii difficulty rescued by a troop of guards. He could hardly

walk the streets in safety without disguising himself. A gentleman who
died not many years ago used to say that he once recognised the favourite

Earl in the piazza of Covent Garden, muflled in a large coat, and with a
hat and wig drawn down over his brows. His lordship's established type
with the mob was a jack boot, a wretched pun on his Christian name and
title. A jack boot, generally accompanied by a petticoat, wxs sometimes
fastened on a gallows, and sometimes committed to the flames. Libels on
the court, exceeding in audacitv and rancour anv that had been published



762 THE EARL OF CHA THAM.

for many years, now appeared daily both in prose and verse. Wilkes, with
lively insolence, compared the mother of George the Third to the mother
of Edward the Third, and the Scotch minister to the gentle Mortimer.
Churchill, with all the energy of hatred, deplored the fate of his countrj',

invaded by a new race of savages, more cruel and ravenous than the Picts

or the Danes, the poor, proud children of Leprosy and Hunger. It is a
slight circumstance, but deserves to be recorded, that in this year pamph-
leteers first ventured to print at length the names of the great men whom
they lampooned. George the Second had always been the K -. His
ministers had been Sir R W -, Mr P , and the Duke of N .

But the libellers of George the Third, of the Princess Mother, and of Lord
Bute did not give quarter to a single vowel.

It was supposed that Lord Temple secretly' encouraged the most scur-

rilous assailants of the government. In truth, those who knew his habits

tracked him as men track a mole. It was his nature to grub under-

ground. Whenever a heap of dirt was flung up, it might well be suspected

that he was at work in some foul crooked labyrmth below. Pitt turned

away from the filthy work of opposition, with the same scorn with which
he had turned away from the filthy work of Government. He had the

magnanimity to proclaim every where the disgust which he felt at the

insults offered by his own adherents to the Scottish nation, and missed no
opportunity of extolling the courage and fidelity which the Highland regi-

ments had displayed through the whole war. But, though he disdained to

use any but lawful and honourable weapons, it was well known that his fair

blows were likely to be far more formidable than the privy thrusts of his

brother-in-law's stiletto.

Bute's heart began to fail him. The Houses were about to meet. The
treaty would instantly be the subject of discussion. It was probable that

Pitt, the great Whig connection, and the multitude, would all be on the

same side. The favourite had professed to hold in abhorrence those

iiieans by which preceding ministers had kept the House of Commons ui

good humour. He now began to think that he had been too scrupulous.

His Utopian visions were at an end. It was necessary, not only to bribe,

but to bribe more shamelessly and flagitiously than his predecessors, in

order to make up for lost time. A majority must be secured, no matter by
what means. Could Grenville do this ? Would he do it ? His firmness

and ability had not yet been tried in any perilous crisis. He had been gener-

ally regarded as a humble follower of his brother Temple, and of his

brother-in-law Pitt, and was supposed, though with little reason, to be still

favourably inclined towards them. Other aid must be called in. And
where was other aid to be found ?

There was one man, whose sharp and manly logic had often in debate
been found a match for the lofty and impassioned rhetoric of Pitt, whose
talents for jobbing were not inferior to his talents for debate, whose daunt-
less spirit shrank from no difiiculty or danger, and who was as little troubled

with scruples as with fears. Henry Fox, or nobody, could weather the

storm which was about to burst. Yet was he a person to whom the court,

even in that extremity, was unwilling to have recourse. He had always
been regarded as a Whif^ of the Whigs. He had been the friend and dis-

ciule of Walpole. He had long been connected by close ties with William
Duke of Cumberland. By the Tories he was more hated than any man
living. So strong was their aversion to him that when, in the late reign,

he attem|)ted to form a party against the Duke of Newcastle, they had
thrown all their weight into Newcastle's scale. By the Scots, Fox was ab-

horred as the confidential friend of the conqueror of Culloden. He was, on
personal grounds, most obnoxious to the Princess Mother. For he had,

immediately after her husband's death, advised the late King to take the

J
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education of her son, the heir apparent, entirely out of her hands. He had
recently given, if possible, still deeper offence ; for he had indulged, not

without some ground, the ambitious hope that his beautiful sister-in-law, the

Lady vSarah Lennox, might be queen of England. It had been observed

that the King at one time rode every morning by the grounds of Holland
House, and that, on such occasions, Lady Sarah, dressed like a shepherdess

at a masquerade, was making hay close to the road, which was then sepa-

rated by no wall from the lawn. On account of the part which Fox had
taken in this singular love affair, he was the only member of the Privy

Council who was not summoned to the meeting at which his Majesty an-

nounced his intended marriage with the Princess of Mecklenburg. Of all

the statesmen of the age, therefore, it seemed that Fox was the last with

whom Bute, the Tory, the Scot, the favourite of the Princess Mother, could,

under any circumstances, act. ^'et to Fox Bute was now compelled to apply.

Fox had many noble and amiable qualities, which in private life shone
forth in full lustre, and made him dear to his children, to his dependents,

and to his friends ; but as a public man he had no title to esteem. In him
the vices which were common to the whole school of Walpolc appeared,

not perhaps in their worst, but certainly in their most prominent form ; for

hvs parliamentary and official talents made all his faults conspicuous. His
courage, his vehement temper, his contempt for appearances, led him to

display much that others, quite as unsciupulous as himself, covered with a

decent veil. He was the most unpoi)ular of the statesmen of his time, not

because he sinned more than many of them, but because he canted less.

He felt his unpopularity ; but he felt it after the fashion of strong minds.

He became, not cautious, but reckless, and faced the rage of the whole
nation with a scowl of inflexible defiance. He was bom with a sweet and
generous temper ; but he had been goaded and baited into a savageness
w hich was not natural to him, and which amazed and shocked those who
knew him best. Such was the man to whom Bute, in extreme need, applied

for succour.

That succour Fox was not unwilling to afford. Though by no means of

an envious temper, he had undoubtedly contemplated the success and popu-
larity of Pitt with bitter mortification. He thought himself Pitt's match as

a debater, and Pitt's superior as a man of business. They had long been
regarded as well-paired rivals. They had started fair in tjie career of ambi-
tion. They had long run side by side. At length Fox had taken the lead,

and Pitt had fallen behind. Then had come a sudden turn of fortune, like

that in Virgil's foot-race. Fox had stumbled in the mire, and had not only

been defeated, but befouled. Pitt had reached the goal, and received the

prize. The emoluments of the Pay Office might induce the defeated states-

man to submit in silence to the ascendency of his competitor, but could not
satisfy a mind conscious of great powers, and sore from great vexations.

As soon, therefore, as a party arose adverse to the war and to the supre-

macy of the great war minister, the hopes of Fox began to revive. His feuda

with the Princess Mother, with the Scots, with the Tories, he was ready to

forget, if, by the help of his old enemies, he could now regain the import-

ance which he had lost, and confront Pitt on equal terms.

The alliance was, therefore, soon concluded. Fox was assured that, if

he would pilot the government out of its embarrassing situation, he should

be rewarded with a peerage, of which he had long been desirous. He
undertook on his side to obtam, by fair or foul means, a vote in favour of

the peace. In consequence of this arrangement he became leader of the

House of Commons ; and Grenville, stifling his vexation as well as he could,

sullenly acquiesced in the change.

Fox had expected that his influence would secure to the court the cordial

support of some eminent Whigs who were his personal friends, particularly
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of the Duke of Cumberland and of the Duke of Devonshire. He was dis-

appointed, and soon found that, in addition to all his other difficulties, he
must reckon on the opposition of the ablest prince of the blood, and of the
great house of Cavendish.

But he had pledged himself to win the battle ; and he was not a man to

go back. It was no time for squeamishness. Bute was made to compre-
hend that the ministry could be saved only by practising the tactics of

Walpole to an extent at which Walpole himself would have stared. The
Pay Office was turned into a mart for votes. Hundreds of members were
closeted there with Fox, and, as there is too much reason to believe, de-

parted carrying with them the wages of infamy. It was affirmed by persons
who had the best opportunities of obtaining information, that twenty-five

thousand pounds v/ere thus paid away in a single morning. The lowest
bribe given, it was said, was a bank-note for two hundred pounds.

Intimidation was joined with corruption. All ranks, from the highest

to the lowest, were to be taught that the King would be obeyed. The
Lords Lieutenants of several counties were dismissed. The Duke of Devon-
shire was especially singled out as the victim by whose fate the magnates of

England were to take warning. His wealth, rank, and influence, his stain-

less private character, and the constant attachment of his family to the House
of Hanover, did not secure him from gross personal indignity. It was known
that he disapproved of the course which the government had taken ; and it

was accordingly deteiTnined to humble the Prince of the Whigs, as he had
been nicknamed by the Princess Mother. He went to the palace to pay his

duty. "Tell him," said the King to a page, "that I will not see him."
The page hesitated. " Go to him," said the King, "and tell him those

very words." The message was delivered. The Duke tore off his gold key,

and went away boiling with anger. His relations who were in office in-

stantly resigned. A few days later, the King called for the list of Privy
Councillors, and with his own hand struck out the Duke's name.

In this step there was at least courage, though little wisdom or good
nature. But, as nothing was too high for the revenge of the court, so also

was nothing too low. A persecution, such as had never been known before

and has never been known since, raged in eveiy public department. Great
numbers of humble and laborious clerks were deprived of their bread, not

because they had iieglected their duties, not because they had taken an active

part against the ministry, but merely because they had owed their situations

to the recommendation of some nobleman or gentleman who was against the

peace. The proscription extended to tidewaiters, to gangers, to door-

keepers. One poor man to whom a pension had been given for his gal-

lantry in a fight with smugglers, was deprived of it because he had been
befriended by the Duke of Grafton. An aged widow, who, on account of

her husband's services in the navy, had, many years before, been made
housekeeper to a public office, was dismissed from her situation, because it

was imagined that she was distantly connected by marriage with the Caven-
dish family. The public clamour, as may well be supposed, gre«- daily

louder and louder. But the louder it grew, the more resolutely did Fox go
on with the work which he had begun. His old friends could not conceive

what had possessed him. " I could forgive," said the Duke of Cumberland,
" Fox's political vagaries, but I am quite confounded by his inhumanity.

Surely he used to be the best-natured of men."
At last Fox went so far as to take a legal opinion on the question, whether

the patents granted by George the Second were binding on George the Third.

It is said that, if his colleagues had not flinched, he would at once have turned

out the Tellers of the Exchequer and Justices in Eyre.
Meanwhile the Parliament met. The ministers, more hated by the people

than ever, were secure of a majority, and they had also reason to hope that
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they would have the advaiUa^je in the debates as well as in the divisions
;

for Pitt was confined to his chamber by a severe attack of gout. H is friends

moved to defer the consideration of the treaty till he .->hoii!il be able to

attend : but the motion was rejected. The great day arrived. The dis-

cussion had lasted some time, when a loud huzza was heard in Palace Yard.

The noise came nearer and nearer, up the stairs, through the lobby. The
door oj)enetl, and from the midst of a shouting multitude came forth Pitt,

borne in the arms of his attendants. His face was thin and ghastly, his

limbs swathed in flannel, his crutch in his hand. The bearers set him down
within the bar. His friends instantly surrounded him, and with their help

he crawled to his seat near the table. In this condition he spoke three

hours and a half against the peace. During that time he was repeatedly

forced to sit down and to use cordials. It may well be .supposed that his

voice was faint, that his action was languid, and that his speech, though
occasionally brilliant and impressive, was feeble when compared with his

best oratorical perfomiances. But those who remembered what he had
done, and who saw what he suffered, listened to him with emotions stronger

than any that mere eloquence can produce. He was unable to stay for the

division, and was carried away from the House amidst shouts as loud as

those which had announced his arrival.

A large majority approved the peace. The exultation of the court was
boundless. " Now, ' exclaimed the Princess Mother, "my son is really

King." The young sovereign spoke of himself as freed from the bondage
in which his grandfather had been held. On one point, it was announced,
his mind was unalterably made up. Under no circumstances whatever
should those Whig grandees, who had enslaved his predecessors and endea-

voured to enslave himself, be restored to power.

This vaunting was premature. The real strength of the favourite was by no
means proportioned to the number of votes which he had, on one particular

division, been able to command. He was soon again in difficulties. The most
important part of his budget was a tax on cider. This measure was opposed,
not only by those who were generally hostile to his administration, but also by
many of his supporters. The name of excise had always been hateful to the

Tories. One of the chief crimes of Walpole, in their eyes, had been his par-

tiality for this mode of raising money. The ToryJohnson had in his Dictionary

given so scurrilous a definition of the word Excise, that the Commissioners of

Excise had seriously thought of prosecuting him. The counties which the

new impost particularly affected had always been Tory counties. It was
the boast of John Philips, the poet of the English vintage, that the Cider-

land had ever been faithful to the throne, and that all the pruning-hooks of

her th<-iu.sand orchards had been beaten into swords for the service of the ill

fateti Stuarts. The effect of Bute's fiscal scheme was to produce an union
between the gentry and yeomanr)- of the Cider-land and the Whigs of the
capital. Herefordshire and Worcestershire were in a Hame. The city of

London, though not so directly interested, was, if possible, still more excited.

The debates on this question irreparably damaged the government. Dash-
wood's financial statement had been confused and absurd beyond belief, and
had been received by the House with roars of laughter. He had sense

enough to be conscious of his unfitness for the high situation which he held,

and exclaimed in a comical fit of despair, " \\ hat shall I do? Tlie boys
will point at me in the street, and cry, 'There goes the worst Chancellor of

the Exchequer that ever was.' " George Grenville came to the rescue, and
spoke strongly on his favourite theme, the profusion with which the late

war had been carried on. That profusion, he said, had made taxes neces-
sary. He called on the gentlemen opposite to him to say where they would
have a tax laid, and dwelt on this topic with his usual prolixity. " Let
them tell me where," he repeated in a monotonous and somewhat frctfuj

2 B
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tone. " I say, sir, let them tell me where. I repeat it, sir ; I am entitled

to say to them. Tell me where." Unluckily for him, Pitt had come down
to the House that night, and had been bitterly provoked by the reflections

thrown on the war. He revenged himself by murmuring, in a whine re-

sembling Grenville's, a line of a well knovra song, "Gentle Shepherd, tell

me where." "If," cried Grenville, 'gentlemen are to be treated in this

way " Pitt, as was his fashion, when he meant to mark extreme con-
tempt, rose deliberately, made his bow, and walked out of the House,
leaving his brother-in-law in convulsions of rage, and every body else in

convulsions of laughter. It was long before Grenville lost the nickname o!

the Gentle Shepherd.
But the ministry had vexations still more serious to endure. The hatred

which the Tories and Scots bore to Fox was implacable. In a moment of
extreme peril, they had consented to put themselves under his guidance.
But the aversion with which they regarded him broke forth as soon as the
crisis seemed to be over. Some of them attacked him about the accounts
of the Pay Office. Some of them rudely interrupted him when speaking,
by laughter and ironical cheers. He was naturally desirous to escape from
so disagreeable a situation, and demanded the peerage which had been
promised as the reward of his services.

It was clear that there must be some change in the composition of the
ministry. But scarcely any, even of those who, from their situation, might
be supposed to be in all the secrets of the government, anticipated what
really took place. To the amazement of the Parliament and the nation, it

was suddenly announced that Bute had resigned.

Twenty different explanations of this strange step were suggested. Some
attributed it to profound design, and some to sudden panic. Some said that

the lampoons of the opposition had driven the Earl from the field; some that

he had taken office only in order to bring the war to a close, and had always
meant to retire when that object had been accomplished. He publicly

assigned ill health as his reason for quitting business, and privately com-
plained that he was not cordially seconded by his colleagues, and that Lord
Mansfield, in particular, whom he had himself brought into the cabinet, gave
him no support in the House of Peers. Mansfield was, indeed, far too
sagacious not to perceive that Bute's situation was one of great peril, and far

too timorous to thrust himself into peril for the sake of another. The pro-
bability, however, is that Bute's conduct on this occasion, like the conduct
of most men on most occasions, was determined by mixed motives. We
suspect that lie was sick of office ; for this is a feeling much more common
among ministers than persons who see public life from a distance are disposed
to believe ; and nothing could be more natural than that this feeling should
take possession of the mind of Bute. In general, a statesman climbs by slow
degrees. Many laborious years elapse before he reaches the topmost pinnacle
of preferment. In the earlier part of his career, therefore, he is constantly

lured on by seeing something above him. During his ascent he gradually
becomes inured to the annoyances whicli belong to a life of ambition. By
the time that he lias attained the highest point, he has become patient of

labour and callnus to abuse. He is kept constant to his vocation, in spite

of all its discomforts, at first by hope, and at last by habit. It was not so

with Bute. Mis whole public life lasted little more than two years. On the

day on which he became a politician lie became a cabhiet minister. In a few
months he was, both in name and in show chief of the administration.

Greater than he had been he could not be. If what he already possessed

was vanity and vexation of spirit, no delusion remained to entice him onward.
He had been cloyed with the pleasures of ambition before he hacj been

seasoned to its pains. His liabits had not been such as were likely to fortify

his mind against obloquy and public hatred. He had reached his forty-eighth

1
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year m dignified ease, wiihoui knowing, by personal experience, what it was
to be ridiculeti ami slandered. All at once, without any previous initiation,

he had found hunself exposed to such a storm of invective and satire as had
never burst on the head of any statesman. The emoluments of office were
now nothing to him ; for he had just succeeded to a princely property by the
death of his father-in-law. All the honours which could be bestowed on
him he had akeady secured. He had obtained the Garter for hunself, and
a British peerage for his son. He seems also to have imagined that by
quitting the trea.sury he should escape from danger and abuse without really

resigning power, and should still be able to exercise in private supreme in-

tluence over the royal mind.
Whatever may have been his motives, he retired. Fox at the same time

took refuge in the House of Lords ; and George Grenville became First

Lonl of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer.
We beheve that those who made this arrangement ful'y intended that

Grenville should be a mere puppet in the hands of Bute ; for Grenville was
as yet very imperfectly known even to those who had observed him long.

He passed for a mere official drudge ; and he had all the industry, the

minute accuracy, the formality, the tediousness, which belong to the charac-

ter. But he had other qualities which had not yet shown themselves, devour-

ing ambition, dauntless courage, selfconfidence amounting to presumption,

and a temper which could not endure opposition. He was not disposed to

be any body's tool ; and he had no attachment, political or personal, to

Bute. The two men had, indeed, nothing in common, except a strong pro-

pensity towards harsh and unpopular courses. Their principles were funda-

mentally different. Bute was a Tory. Grenville would have been very

angry with any person who should have denied his claim to be a Whig. He
was more prone to tyrannical measures than Bute ; but he loved tyranny
only when disguised under the forms of constitutional liberty. He mixed
up, after a fashion then not very unusual, the theories of the republicans of

the seventeenth century with the technical maxims of English law, and thus

succeeded in combining anarchical speculation with arbilrar>- practice. The
voice of the people was the voice of God ; but the only legitimate organ
through which the voice of the people could be uttered was the Parliament.

All power was from the people ; but to the Parliament the whole power of

the people had been delegated. No Oxonian divine had ever, even in the

years which immediately followed the Restoration, demanded for the king
so abject, so unreasoning a homage, ati Grenville, on what he considered

as the purest Whig principles, demanded for the Parliament. As he wished
to see the Parliament despotic over the nation, so he wished to see it also

despotic over the court. In his view the prime minister, possessed of the

confidence of the House of Commons, ought to be Mayor of the Palace.

The King was a mere Childeric or Chilperic, who might well think himself

lucky in being permitted to enjoy such handsome apartments at Saint

James's, and so fine a park at Windsor.
Thus the opinions of Bute and those of Grenville were diametrically op-

posed. Nor was there any private friendship between the two statesmen.

Grenville's nature was not forgiving ; and he well remembered huw, a ^v.\v

months before, he had been compelled to yield the lead of the House of

Commons to Fox-

We are inclined to think, on the whole, that the worst administration
which has governed England since the Revolution was that of George
Grenville. His public acts may be classed under two heads, outrages on
the liberty of the people, and outrages on the dignity of the crown.
He began by making war on the press. John Wilkes, member of Parlia-

ment for Aylesbury, was singlerl out for persecution. Wilkes had, till very
lately, been known chietiv as one of the most profane, licentious, and acree-
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able rakes about town. He was a man of taste, reading, and engaging man-
nev';. f lis sprightly conversation was the delight of gieen rooms and taverns,
and pleased even grave hearers when he was sufficiently under restraint to

abstain from detailing the particulars of his amours, and from breaking jests

on the New Testament. His expensive debaucheries forced him to have
recourse to the Jev/s. He was soon a ruined man, and determined to try his

chance as a political adventurer. In parliament he did not succeed. His
speaking, though pert, was feeble, and by no means interested his hearers so
much as to make them forget his face, which was so hideous that the cari-

caturists were forced, in their own despite, to flatter him. As a writer, he
made a better figiue. He set up a weekly paper, called the North Briton.

This journal, written with some pleasantry, and great audacity and im-
]-)udence, had a considerable number of readers. Forty-four numbers had
l)een published when Bute resigned ; and, though almost every number had
contained matter grossly libellous, no prosecution had been instituted. The
forty-fifth number was innocent when compared with the majority of those
which had preceded it, and indeed contained nothing so strong as may in

our time be found daily in the leading articles of the Times and Morning
Chronicle. But Grenville was now at the head of affairs. A new spirit had
been infused into the administration. Authority was to be upheld. The
government was no longer to be braved with impunity. Wilkes was arrested

under a general warrant, conveyed to the Tower, and confined there with
circumstances of unusual severity. His papers were seized, and earned to

the Secretary of State. These harsh and illegal measures produced a violent

outbreak of popular rage, which was soon changed to delight and exultation.

The arrest was pronounced unlawful by the Court of Common Pleas, in which
Chief Justice Pratt presided, and the prisoner was discharged. This victory

over the government was celebrated with enthusiasm both in London and
in the cider counties.

While the ministers Avere daily becoming more odious to the nation, they
were doing their best to make themselves also odious to the court. They
gave the King plainly to understand that they were determined not to be
l.ord Bute's creatures, and exacted a promise that no secret adviser should
have access to the royal ear. They soon found reason to suspect that this

promise had not been observed. They remonstrated in terms less respectful

than their master had been accustomed to hear, and gave him a fortnight to

make his choice between his favourite and his cabinet.

George the Third was greatly disturbed. He had but a few weeks before

exulted in his deliverance from the yoke of the great Whig connection. He
had even declared that his honour would not permit him ever again to admit
the members of that connection into his service. He now found that he had
only exchanged one set of masters for another set still harsher and more
imperious. In his distress he thoi;ght on Pitt. From Pitt it was possible

that better terms might be obtained than either from Grenville, or from the

party of which Newcastle was the head.

Grenville, on his return from an excursion into the country, repaired to

Buckingham House. He was astonished to find at the entrance a chair, the

shape of which was well known to him, and indeed to all London. It was
distinguished by a large boot, made for the purpose of accommodating the

great Commoner's gouty leg. Grenville guessed the whole. His brother-

in-law was closeted with the King. Bute, provoked by what he considered

as the unfriendly and ungrateful conduct of his successors, had himself pro-

posed that Pitt should be summoned to the palace.

Pitt had two audiences on two successive days. What passed at the first

interview led him to expect that the negotiation would be brought to a satis-

factory close ; but on the morrow he found the King less complying. The
best account, indeed the only trustworthy account of the conference, is that
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which was taken from Pitt's own mouth by Lord Ilarchvicke. It appears

that Pitt strongly represented the importance of conciliatinij those chiefs of

the Whitj party who had l)een so unhappy as to incur the n>ya! displeasure.

I'liey had, he said, been the most constant friends of llie House of Hanover.

Iheir power was great ; they had been long vei-sed in public business. 11

they were to be under sentence of exclusion, a solid administration could

not be formed. His Majesty could not bear to think of putting himself into

the hands of those whom he had recently chased from his court with the

strongest marks of anger. " 1 am sorry, Mr Pitt," he said, " but I see this

will not do. My honour is concerned. I must support my honour." How
his Majesty succeeded in supporting his honour, we .shall soon see.

Pitt retired, and the King was reduced to request the ministers, whom he
had been on the point of discarding, to remain in office. During the two
years which followed, Grenville, now closely leagued with the Bedfords, was
the master of the court ; and a hard master he proved. He knew that he
was kept in place only because there was no choice except between himself

and the Whigs. That, under any circumstances, the Whigs would be for-

given, he thought impossible. The late attempt to get rid of him had roused

his resentment ; the failure of that attempt had liberated him from all fear.

He had never been very courtly. He now began to hold a langxiage, to

which, since the days of Comet Joyce and President Bradshaw, no English

King hail been compelled to listen.

In one matter, indeed, Grenville, at the expense of justice and liberty,

gratified the passions of the court while gratifying his own. The persecu-

tion of Wilkes was eagerly pressed. He had written a parody on Pope's

Kssay on Man, entitled the Essay on Woman, and had appended to it notes,

in ridicule of Warburton's famous Commentary.
This composition was exceedingly profligate, but not more so, we think,

than some of Pope's own works, the imitation of the second satire of the

first book of Horace, for example ; and, to do Wilkes justice, he had not,

like Pope, given his ribaldry to the world. He had merely printed at a

private press a very small number of copies, which he meant to present to

some of his boon companions, whose morals were in no more danger of

being corrupted by a loose book than a negro of being tanned by a warm
.sun. A tool of the government, by giving a bribe to the printer, procured

a copy of this trxsh, and placed it in the hands of the ministers. The ministers

resolved to visit Wilkes s offence against decorum with the utmost rigour of

the law. What share piety and respect for morals had in dictating this

resolution, our readers may judge from the fact that no person was more
eager for bringing the libertine poet to punishment than Lord March, after-

wards Duke of (^ueensberry. On the first day of the session of Parliament,

the book, thus disgracefully obtained, was laid on the table of the Lords by
the Earl of Sandwich, whom the Duke of Bedford's interest had made
Secretary of State. The unfortunate author had not the slightest suspicion

that his licentious poem had ever been seen, except by his printer and by a

few of his dissipated companions, till it was produced in full Parliament.

Though he wa.s a man of easy temper, averse from danger, and not very

susceptible of shame, the surprise, the di.sgrace, the prospect of utter ruin,

put him beside himself. He picked a quarrel with one of Lord Bute's de-

pendents, fought a duel, was seriously wounded, and, when half recovered,

ned to France. His enemies had now their own way both in the Parlia-

ment and in the King's Bench. He wa.s cen.sured, expelled from the House
of Commons, outlawed. His works Vere ordered to be burned by the com-
mon hangman. Ve' was the multitude still tnie to him. In the minds even
of many moral and religious men, his crime seemed light when compared
with the crime of his accusers. The conduct of Sandwich, in particular,

excited universal di.sgust. His own vices were notorious ; and, only a fort-
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night before he laid the Essay on Woman before the House of Lords, he
had been drinking and singing loose catches with Wilkes at one of the most
dissolute clubs in London. Shortly after the meeting of Parliament, the

Beggar's Opera was acted at Covent Garden theatre. When Macheath
uttered the words— " That Jemmy Twitcher should peach me I own sur-

prised me,"—pit, boxes, and galleries, burst into a roar which seemed likely

to bring the roof down. From that day Sandwich was universally known
by the nickname of Jemmy Twitcher. The ceremony of burning the North
Briton was intemipted by a riot. The constables were beaten ; the paper
was rescued ; and, instead of it, a jackboot and a petticoat were committed
to the flames. Wilkes had instituted an action for the seizure of his papers
against the Undersecretary of State. The jury gave a thousand pounds
damages. But neither these nor any other indications of public feeling had
power to move Grenville. He had the Parliament with him : and, accord-

ing to his political creed, the sense of the nation was to be collected from
the Parliament alone.

Soon, however, he found reason to fear that even the Parliament might
fail him. On the question of the legality of general warrants, the Opposi-
tion, having on its side all sound principles, all constitutional authorities,

and the voice of the whole nation, mustered in great force, and was joined
by many who did not ordinarily vote against the government. On one
occasion the ministry, in a very full house, had a majority of only fourteen
votes.. The storm, however, blew over. The spirit of the Opposition,
from whatever cause, began to flag at the moment when success seemed
almost certain. The session ended without any change. Pitt, whose
eloquence had shone with its usual lustre in all the principal debates, and
whose popularity was greater than ever, was still a private man, Grenville,

detested alike by the court and by the people, was still minister.

As soon as the Houses had risen, Grenville took a step which proved,
iven more signally than any of his past acts, how despotic, how acrimonious,
and how fearless his nature was. Among the gentlemen not ordinarily

opposed to the government, who, on the great constitutional question of

general warrants, had voted with the minority, was Henry Conway, brother
of the Earl of Hertford, a brave soldier, a tolerable speaker, and a well-

meaning, though not a wise or vigorous politician. He was now deprived
of his regiment, the merited reward of faithful and gallant service in two
wars. It was confidently asserted that in this violent measure the King
heartily concurred.

But whatever pleasure the persecution of Wilkes or the dismissal of
Conway, may have given to the royal mind, it is certain that his Majesty's
aversion to his ministers increased day by day. Grenville was as frugal of
the public money as of his own, and morosely refused to accede to the
King's request, that a few thousand pounds might be expended in buying
some open fields to the west of the gardens of Buckingham House. In con-
.sequence of this refusal, the fields were soon covered with buildings, and the

King and Queen were overlooked in their most private walks by the upper
windows of a hundred houses. Nor was this the worst. Grenville was as

liberal of words as he was sparing of guineas. Instead of explaining himself
in that clear, concise, and lively manner, which alone could win the attention

of a young mind new to business, he spoke in the closet just as he spoke in

the House of Commons. When he had harangued two hours, he looked at

his watch, as he had been in the habit of looking at the clock opposite the
Speaker's chair, apologised for the length of his discourse, and then went
on for an hour more. The members of the House of Commons can cough
an orator down, or can walk away to dinner ; and they were by no means
sparing in the u.se of these privileges when Grenville was on his legs. But
the poor young King had to endure all this eloquence with mournful civility
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To Uie end ol his life he continued to talk with horror of Grenville's

orations.

About this time took place one of the most sing;ular events in Pitt's life.

There was a certain Sir William Pynsent, a Somersetshire haronet of Whig
].>olitit^, who had l)een a member of the House of Commons in the days of

Queen Anne, and had retired to rural privacy when the Tory parly, towards

the end of her reij^Ti, obtained the ascendency in her councils. His manners
were eccentric. His morals lay under very odious imputations. Hut his

fidelity to his jiolitical opinions was unalterable. During fifty years of

seclusion he continued to brood over the circumstances which had driven

him from public life, the dismis-sal of the Whigs, the peace of LUrecht, the

vlesertion of our allies. He now thought that he perceived a close analogy

between the well-remembered events of his youth and the events which he

had witnessed in extreme old age ; between the disgrace of Mailijorough

and the disgrace of I'itt ; between the elevation of Harley and the elevation

of hute ; between the treaty negotiated by St John and the treaty negotiated

by Bedford ; between the wrongs of the House of Austria in 1712 and the

wrongs of the House of Brandenburg in 1762. This fancy took such posses-

.sion of the old man's mind that he determined to leave his whole property

to Pitt. In this way Pitt unexpectedly came into possession of near three

thousand pounds a year. Nor could all the malice of his enemies find any
ground for reproach in the transaction. Nobody could call him a legacy

hunter. Nobody could accuse him of seizing tlial to which others had a

better claim. For he had never in his life seen Sir William ; and Sir

W iUiam had left no relation so near as to be entitled to form any expecta-

tions respecting the estate.

The fortunes of Pitt seemed to flourish ; but his health was worse than

ever. We cannot find that, during the session which began in January,

1765, he once appeared in parliament. He remained .some months in pro-

found retirement at Hayes, his favourite villa, scarcely moving except from
his armcliair to his bed, and from his bed to his armchair, and often employ-
ing his wife as his amanuensis in his most confidential correspondence.

Some of his detractors whispered that his invisibility was to be ascriljed

quite as much to affectation as to gout. In truth his character, high and
splendid as it was, wanted simplicity. With genius which did not need
the aid of stage tricks, and with a spirit which should have been far above
them, he had yet been, through life, in the habit of practising them. It

was, therefore, now surmised that, having acquired all the consideration

which could be derived from eloquence and from great services to the state,

he had determined not to make himself cheap by often appearing in public,

but, under the pretext of ill health, to surround himself with mystery, to

emerge only at long intervals and on momentous occasions, and at other

times to deliver his oracles only to a few favoured votaries, who were suffered

to make pilgrimages to his shrine. If such were his obj^jt, it was for a

time fully attained. Never was the magic of his name .so powerful, never
was he regarded by his country with such .superstitious veneration, as during
thi-i year of silence and seclusion.

While Pitt was thus absent from Parliament, Grenville proposed a measure
destined to produce a great revolution, the effects of which will long be felt

by the whole human race. We speak of the act for imposing stamp duties

on the North American colonies. The plan was eminently characteristic of

its author. Every feature of the parent was found in the child. A timid

statesman would have shnink from a step, of which Walpole, at a time
when the colonies were far less powerful, had said

—"He who shall pro-

pose it, will be a much bolder man than I." But the nature of Grenville

was insensible to fear. A statesman of large views would have felt that to

lay taxes at Westminster nn New Englajvl and New York, was a course
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opposed, not indeed to the letter of the Statute Book, or to any decision

contained in the Term Reports, but to the principles of good government,
and to the spirit of the constitution. A statesman of large views would
also have felt that ten times the estimated produce of the American stamps
would have been dearly purchased by even a transient quaiTel between the
mother country and the colonies. But Grenville knew of no spirit of the
constitution distinct from the letter of the law, and of no national interests

except those which are expressed by pounds, shillings, and pence. That
his policy might give birth to deep discontents in all the provinces, from
the shore of the Great Lakes to the Mexican sea ; that France and Spain
might seize the opportunity of revenge ; that the Empire might be dismem-
bered ; that the debt, that debt with the amount of which he perpetually

reproached Pitt, might, in consequence of his own policy, be doubled ;

these were possibilities which never occurred to that small, sharp mind.
The Stamp Act will be remembered as long as the globe lasts. But, ac

the time, it attracted much less notice in this country than another Act which
is now almost utterly forgotten. The King fell ill, and was thought to be
in a dangerous state. His complaint, we believe, was the same which, at

a later period, repeatedly incapacitated him for the performance of his regal

functions. The heir apparent was only tv/o years old. It was clearly

proper to make provision for the administration of the government, in case

of a minority. The discussions on this point brought the quarrel between
the court and the ministry to a crisis. The King wished to be uitrasted

with the power of naming a regent by will. The ministers feared, or affected

to fear, that, if this power were conceded to him, he would name the Princess

Mother, nay, possibly the Earl of Bute. They, therefore, insisted on in-

troducing into the bill words confining the King's choice to the royal family.

Having thus excluded Bute, they urged the King to let them, in the most
marked manner, exclude the Princess Dowager also. They assured him
that the House of Commons would undoubtedly strike her name out, and
by this threat they wrung from him a reluctant assgnt. In a few days, it

appeared that the representations by which they had induced the King to

put this gross and public affront on his mother were unfounded. The friends

of the Princess in the Plouse of Commons moved that her name f,hould be
inserted. The ministers could not decently attack the parent of their master.

They hoped that the Opposition would come to their help, and put on them
a force to which they would gladly have yielded. But the majority of the

Opposition, though hating the Princess, hated Grenville more, beheld his

embarrassment with delight, and would do nothing to extricate him from it.

The Princess's name was accordingly placed in the list of persons qualified

to hold the regency.

The King's resentment was now at the height. The present evil seemed
to him more intolerable than any other. Even the junta of Whig grandees
could not treat him worse than he had been treated by his present ministers.

In his distress he poured out his whole heart to his uncle, the Duke of Cum-
berland. The Duke was not a man to be loved ; but he was eminently a

man to be tmsted. He had an intrepid temper, a strong understanding,

and a high sense of honour and duty. As a general, he belonged to a re-

markable class of captains, captains, we mean, whose fate it has been to lo.se

almost all the battles which they have fought, and yet to be reputed stout

and skilful soldiers. .Such captains were Coligni and William the Third.

We might, perhaps, add Marshal Soult to the list. The bravery of the

Duke of Cumberland was such as distinguished him even among the princes

of his brave house. The indifference with which he rode about amidst

musket balls and cannon balls was not the highest proof of his fortitude.

Hopeless maladies, horrible surgical operations, far from unmanning him,

did not even discomi)ose him. With courage, he bad the virtues which

I
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are akin to courage. He spoke the truth, was open in enmity and friend-

ship, and upright in all his dealings, hut his nature was hard ; and what
seemetl to him justice was rarely temj>ered with mercy. lie was, therefore,

during many years one of the most unpopular men in tnglatul. The severity

with which he had treated the rebels after the battle of CuUoden, had
gained for him the name of the Butcher. His attempts to introduce into

the army of England, then in a most disorderly state, the rigorous discipline

of Potsdam, had e.xcitcd still stronger di.sgust. Nothing was too bail to be
believed of him. Many honest people were so absurd as to fancy that, if

he were left Regent during the minority of his nejihews, there \\ould l>e

another smothering in the Tower. These feelings, however, had passed

away. The Duke had l)een living, during some years, in retirement. The
English, full of animosity against the Scots, now l^lamed his Royal High-
ness only for having left so many Camerons and Macphersons to be niatle

gaugers and customhouse officers. He was, therefore, at present, a favourite

with his countrymen, and especially with the inhabitants of London.
He had little reason to love the King, and had sho\m clearly, though not

obtrusively, his dislike of the system which had lately been pursued. But
he had high and almost romantic notions of the duty which, as a prince of

the blood, he owed to the head of his house. He determined to extricate

his nephew from bondage, and to effect a reconciliation between the Whig
party and the throne, on terms honourable to both.

In this mind he set off for Hayes, and was admitted to Pitt's sick room
;

for Pitt would not leave his chamber, and would not communicate with any
messenger of inferior dignity. And now began a long series of errors on
the part of the dlustrious statesman, errors which involved his country' in

difficulties and distresses more serious even than those from which his genius
had formerly rescued her. His language was haughty, unreasonable, almost
unintelligible. The only thing which could be discerned throuj^h a cloud
of vag\ie and not very gracious phrases, was that he would not at that

moment take office. The tnith, we believe, was this. Lord Temple, who
was Pitt's tyW genius, had just foniied a new scheme of politics. Hatred
of Bute and of the Princess had, it should seem, taken entire possession of

Temple's soul. He had quarrelled with his brother George, because George
had been connected with Bute and the Princess. Now that George ap-

peared to be the enemy of Bute and of the Princess, Temple was eager to

bring about a general family reconciliation. The three brothers, as Temple,
Grenville, and Pitt, were popularly called, might make a ministry, without
leaning for aid either on Bute or on the \\ hig connection. With such
views. Temple used all his influence to dissuade Pitt from acceding to the

propositions of the Duke of Cumberland. Pitt was not convinced. But
Temple had an influence over him such as no other person had ever pos-

sessed. They were ver\- old friends, ver)' near relations. If Pitt's talents

and fame had been useful to Temple, Temple's purse had formerly, in times
of great need, been useful to Pitt. They had never been parted in politics.

Twice they had come into the cabinet together ; twice they had left it to-

gether. Pitt could not bear to think of taking office without his chief ally.

S'et he felt that he was doing wrong, that he was throwing away a great

opportunity of serving his country. Tlie obscure and unconciliatory style

of the answers which he returned to the overtures of the Duke of Cumber-
land, may be ascribed to the embarrassment and vexation of a mind not at

peace with itself. It is said that he mournfully exclaimed to Temple,
" Extinxtitemeque, soror, populumque, patresque
Sidonios urbemque tuam."

The prediction was but too just.

Finding Pitt impracticable, the Duke of Cumberland advised the King to
submit to net-essitv, and to keep (irenviile and the B'-dfnrdx It was. in-
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deed, not a time at wliich offices could safely be left vacant. The unsettled

state of the goveninieiit had produced a general relaxation through all the

departments of the public service. Meetings, which at another time would
have been hannless, now turned to riots, and rapidly rose almost to the

dignity of rebellions. The Houses of Parliament were blockaded by the

Spitalfields weavers. Bedford House was assailed on all sides by a furious

rabble, and was strongly garrisoned with horse and foot. Some people
attributed these disturbances to the friends of Bute, and some to the friends

of Wilkes. But, whatever misfht be the cause, the effect was general mse-
curity. Under such circumstances the King liad no choice. With bitter feel-

ings of mortification, he informed the ministers that he meant to retain them.
They answered by demanding from him a promise on his royal word never

more to consult Lord Bute. The promise was given. They then demanded
something more. Lord Bute's brother, Mr Mackenzie, held a lucrative

office in Scotland. Mr Mackenzie must be dismissed. The King replied

that the office had been given under very peculiar circumstances, and that

he had promised never to take it away while he lived. Grenville was ob-
stinate ; and the King, with a very bad grace, yielded.

The session of Parliament was over. The triumph of the ministers was
complete. The King was almost as much a prisoner as Charles the First

had been, when in the Isle of Wight. Such were the fruits of the policy

which, only a few months before, was represented as having for ever secured
the throne against the dictation of insolent subjects.

His Majesty's natural resentment showed itself in every look and word.
In his extremity he looked wistfully towards that Whig connection, once
the object of his dread and hatred. The Duke of Devonshire, who had
been treated with such unjustifiable harshness, had lately died, and had been
succeeded by his son, who was still a boy. The King condescended to

express his regrtit for what had passed, and to invite the young Duke to

court. The noble youth came, attended by his uncles, and was received

with marked graciousness.

This and many other symptoms of the same kind irritated the ministers

They had still in store for their sovereign an insult which would have pro-

voked his grandfather to kick them out of the room. Grenville and Bed-
ford demanded an audience of him, and read him a remonstrance of many
pages, which they had drawn up with great care. His Majesty was accused
of breaking his word, and of treating his advisers with gross unfairness.

The Princess was mentioned in language by no means eulogistic. Hints
were thrown out that Bute's head was in danger. The King was plainly

told that he must not continue to show, as he had done, that he disliked

the situation in which he was placed, that he must frown upon the Opposi-
tion, that he must carry it fair towards his ministers in public. He several

times interrupted the reading, by declaring that he had ceased to hold any
communication with Bute. But the ministers, disregarding his denial, went
on ; and the King listened in silence, almost choked by rage. When they

ceased to read, he merely made a gesture expressive of his wish to be left

alone. He afterwards owned that he thought he should have gone into a fit.

Driven to despair, he again had recourse to the Duke of Cumberland
;

and the Duke of Cumberland again had recourse to Pitt. Pitt was really

desirous to undertake the direction of affairs, and owned, with many dutiful

expressions, that the terms offered by the King were all that any subject

could desire. But Temple was impracticable ; and Pitt, with great regret,

declared that he could not, without the concurrence of his brother-in-law,

undertake the administration.

The Duke now saw only one way of delivering his nephew. An adminis-

tration must be formed of the Whigs in opposition, without Pitt's help. The
difficulties seemed nlmost insuperable. Death and desertion had grievously
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thinned the ranks of the party lately supreme in the state. Those among
whom the Duke's choice lay might be dividetl into two classes, men too old for

miportant offices, and men who had never been in any im]x>rtant otfice be-
fore. The cabinet must be composetl of broken invalids or of raw recruits.

This was an evil, yet not an unmixed evil. If the new Whig statesmen
had little experience in business and debate, they were, on the other hand,
pure from the taint of that poHtical immorality which had deeply infected
their pretlecessors. Long prosperity had con upted that great party which
had expelle<l the Stuarts limited the prerogatives of the Crown, and
curbed the intolerance of the Hierarchy. Adversity had already produced
a salutary effect. On the day of the accession of (Jeorge the Third, the
ascendency of the Whig party terminated ; and on that day the purification
of the Whig party began. The rising chiefs of that party were men of a
very different sort from Sandys and Winnington, from Sir William Yonge
and Henry Fox. They were men worthy to have charged by the side of
Hampden at C'halgrove, or to have exchanged the last embrace with
Russell on the scaffold in Lincoln's Inn Fields. They carried into politics
the same high principles of virtue which regulated their private dealings,
nor would they stoop to promote even the noblest and most salutary ends
by means which honour and probity condemn. Such men were Lord John
Cavendish, Sir George Savile, and others whom we hold in honour as the
second founders of the Whig party, as the restorers of its pristine health
and energy after half a century of degeneracy.
The chief of this respectable band was the Marquess of Rockingham, a

man of splendid fortime, excellent sense, and stainless character. He was
indeed nervous to such a degree that, to the very close of his life, he never
rose without great reluctance and embarrassment to address the House of
Lords. But, though not a great orator, he had in a high degree some of
the qualities of a statesman. He chose his friends well ; and he had, in an
extraordinar)' degree, the art of attaching them to him by ties of the most
honourable kind. The cheerful fidelity with which they adhered to him
through many years of almost hopeless opposition was less admirable than
the disinterestedness and delicacy which tiiey showed when he rose to power.
We are inclined to think that the use and the abuse of party cannot be

better illustrated than by a parallel between two powerful connections of
that time, the Rockinghams and the Bedfords. The Rockingham party
was, in our view, exactly what a party should be. It consisted of men
bound together by common opinions, by common public objects, by mutual
esteem. That they desired to obtain, by honest and constitutional means,
the direction of affairs they openly avowed. But, tiiough often invited to
accept the honours and emoluments of office, they steadily refused to do
so on any conditions inconsistent with their principles. The Bedfonl
party, as a party, had, as far as we can discover, no principle whatever.
Rigby and Sandwich wanted public money, and thought that they should
fetch a higher price jointly than singly. They therefore acted in concert,
and prevailed on a much more important and a much better man than
themselves to act with them.

It was to Rockingham that the Duke of Cumberland now had recourse.
The Marquess consented to take the treasury. Newcastle, so long the
recognised chief of the Whigs, could not well be excluded from the minis-
try. He was appointed keeper of the privy seal. A very honest clear-
headed country genlleman, of the name of Dowdeswell, became Chancellor
of the Exchequer. General Conway, who had served under the Duke of
Cumberland, and was strongly attached to his royal highness, was made
Secretary of State, with the lead in the House of Commons. A great

'

Whig nobleman, in the prime of manhood, from whom much was at that
time expected, Augustus Duke of Grafton, was the other Secretary.
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The oldest man living could remember no government so weak m ora-

torical talents and in official experience. The general opinion was, that the
ministers might hold office during the recess, but that the first day of debate
in Parliament would be the last day of their power. Charles Townshend
was asked what he thought of the new administration. " It is," said he,

"mere lutestring
;
pretty summer wear. It will never do for the winter."

At this conjuncture Lord Rockingham had the wisdom to discern the

value, and secure the aid, of an ally, who, to eloquence surpassing the

eloquence of Pitt, and to industry which shamed the industiy of Grenville,

united an amplitude of comprehension to which neither Pitt nor Grenville

could lay claim. A young Irishman had, some time before, come over to

push his fortune in London. He had written much for the booksellers
;

but he was best known by a little treatise, in which the style and reasoning

of Bolingbroke were mimicked with exquisite skill, and by a theory, of

more ingenuity than soundness, touching the pleasures which we receive

from the objects of taste. He had also attained a high reputation as a
talker, and was regarded by the men of letters who supped together at the

Turk's Head as the only match in conversation for Dr Johnson. He now
became private secretary to Lord Rockingham, and was brought into Par-

liament by hispatron's influence. These arrangements, indeed, were not made
without some difficulty. The Duke of Newcastle, who was always meddling
and chattering, adjured the first lord of the treasury to be on Ins guard
against this adventurer, whose real name was O'Bourke, and whom his

grace knew to be a wild Irishman, a Jacobite, a Papist, a concealed Jesuit.

Lord Rockingham treated the calumny as it deserved ; and the Whig party

was strengthened and adorned by the accession of Edmund Burke .

'! he party, indeed, stood in need of accessions ; for it sustained about this

time an almost irreparable loss. The Duke of Cumberland had formed the

government, and was its main support. His exalted rank and great name
in some degree balanced the fame of Pitt. As mediator between the

Whigs and the Court, he held a place which no other person could fill.

The strength of his character supplied that which was the chief defect of

the new ministry. Conway, in particular, who, with excellent intentions

and respectable talents, was the most dependent and irresolute of human be-

ings, drew from the counsels of that masculine mind a determination not his

own. Before the meeting of Parliament the Duke suddenly died. His death

was generally regarded as the signal of great troubles, and on this account,

as well as from respect for his personal qualities, was greatly lamented.

It was remarked that the mourning in London was the most general ever

known, and was both deeper and longer than the Gazette had prescribed.

In the mean time, every mail from America brought alarming tidings.

The crop which Grenville had sown his successors had now to reap. The
colonies were in a state bordering on rebellion. The stamps were burned.

The revenue officers were tarred and feathered. All traffic between the

discontented provinces and the mother country was interrupted. The
Exchange of London was in dismay. Half the firms of Bristol and Liver-

pool were threatened with bankruptcy. In Leeds, Manchester, Notting-

ham, it was said that three artisans out of every ten had been turned adrift.

Civil war seemed to be at hand ; and it could not be doubted that, if once

the British nation were divided against itself, France and Spain would soon

take part in the quarrel.

Three courses were open to the ministers. The first was to enforce the

Stamp Act by the sword. This was the course on which the King, and

Grenville, whom the King hated beyond all living men, were alike bent.

Tiie natures of both were arbitrary and stubborn. 'J'hey resendiled each

other so much that they could never be friends ; but they resembled each other

also so much that they saw almost all important practical questions in the
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same point ol" view. Neither of them would bear to be governed by the other ;

but they were perfectly ajjreed as to the best way of governing the peo])le.

Another course was that which Pitt rccommentied. He helii tliat the

Hritish Parliament was not constitutionally competent to pass a law for tax-

ing the colonies. He therefore considered the Stamp Act as a nullity, as

.1 document of no more validity than C"liarles's writ of shipmoney, or Jamess
reclamation dispensing with the penal laws. This doctrine seems to us,

V. e must own, to be altogether untenable.

Between these extreme courses lay a third way. The opinion of the most

judicious ami temperate statesman of those times was that the Pritish con-

.siitution had set no limit whatever to the legislative power of the Prilish

King, Lords, and Commons, over the whole British Empire. Parliament,

they held, was legally competent to tax America, as Parliament was legally

competent to commit any other act of folly or wickedness, to confiscate the

liroperty of all the merchants in Lombard Street, or to attaint any man in

'he kingdom of high treason, without examining witnesses against him, or

ht-aring him in his own defence. The most atrocious act of confiscation or

of attamder is just as valid an act as the Toleration Act or the Habeas Cor-

pus Act. But from acts of confiscation and acts of attainder lawgivers are

bound, by every obligation of morality, systematically to refrain. In the

same manner ought the British legislature to refrain from taxing the

American colonies. The Stamp Act was indefensible, not because it was
beyond the constitutional competence of Parliament, but because it was un-

just and impolitic, sterile of revenue, and fertile of discontents. These
sound doctrines were adopted by Lord Rockingham and his colleagues, and
were, during a long course of years, inculcated by Burke, in orations,

^ome of which will last as long as the English language.

The winter came ; the Parliament met ; and the state of the colonies in-

stantly became the subject of fierce contention. Pitt, whose health had
been somewhat restored by the waters of Bath, reappeared in the House of

Commons, and, with ardent and pathetic eloquence, not only condemned
the Stamp Act, but applauded the resistance of Massachusetts and Virginia,

and vehemently maintained, in defiance, we must say, of all reason and of

all authority, that, according to the British constitution, the supreme legis-

lative power d(jes not include the power to tax. The language of Grenville,

on the other hand, was such as .Strafford might have used at the council

table of Charles the First, when news came of the resistance to the liturgy

at Edinburgh. 'Ihe colonists were traitors ; those who excused them were
little better. Frigates, mortars, bayonets, sabres, were the proper remedies

for such distempers.

The ministers occupied an intermediate position ; they proposed to declare

that the legislative authority of the British Parliament over the whole Em-
pire was in all cases sujireme ; and they proposed, at the same time, to

rej^al the Stamp Act. To the fonner measure Pitt objected ; but it was
carried with scarcely a di.ssenting voice. The repeal of the Stamp Act Pitt

strongly supported ; but against the Government was arrayed a formidable

xssemblage of opponents. (Irenville and the Bedfords were furious. Temple,
who iiad now allied himself closely with his brother, and separated himself

from Pitt, was no despicable enemy. This, however, was not the worst.

The ministry was without its natural strength. It had a struggle, not only

against its avowed enemies, but against the insidious hostility of the Kmg,
and of a set of persons who, about this time, began to be designated as the

King's friends.

The character of this faction has been drawn by Burke with even more
than his usual force and vivacity. Those who know how strongly, through

his whole life, his judgment was bia.ssed by his passions, may not uimaturally

suspect that he has left us rather a caricature than a likeness ; and yet thers
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is scarcely, in the whole portrait, a single touch of which the fidelity is not
proved by facts of unquestionable authenticity.

The public generally regarded the King's friends as a body of which Bute
was the directing soul. It was to no purpose that the Earl professed to

have done with politics, that he absented himself year after year from the

levee and the drawing-room, that he went to the north, that he went to

Rome. The notion that, in some inexplicable manner, he dictated all the
measures of the court, was fixed in the minds, not only of the multitude,
but of some who had good opportunities of obtaining information, and who
ought to have been superior to vulgar prejudices. Our own belief is that
these suspicions were unfounded, and that he ceased to have any communi-
cation with the King on political matters some time before the dismissal of

George Grenville. The supposition of Bute's influence is, indeed, by no
means necessary to explain the phsenomena. The King, in 1 765, was no
longer the ignorant and inexperienced boy who had, in 1760, been managed
by his mother and his Groom of the Stole. He had, during several years,

observed the struggles of parties, and conferred daily on high questions of

state with able and experienced politicians. His way of life had developed

J

his understanding and character. He was now no longer a puppet, but

I had very decided opinions both of men and things. Nothing could be more
natural than that he should have high notions of his own prerogatives, should
be impatient of opposition, and should wish all public men to be detached
from each other and dependent on himself alone ; nor could any thing be
more natural than that, in the state in which the political world then was,
he should find instruments fit for his purposes.
Thus sprang into existence and into note a reptile species of politicians

never before and never since known in our country. These men disclaimed
all political ties, except those which bound them to the throne. They were
willing to coalesce with any party, to abandon any party, to undermine any
party, to assault any party, at a moment's notice. To them, all adminis-
trations, and all opyjositions were the same. They regarded Bute, Gren-

(ville, Rockingham, Pitt, without one sentiment either of predilection or of

aversion. They were the King's friends. It is to be observed that this

friendship implied no personal intimacy. These people had never lived with
their master, as Dodington at one time lived with his father, or as Sheridan
afterwards lived with his son. They never hunted with him in the morning,
or played cards with him in the evening, never shared his mutton or walked
with him among his turnips. Only one or two of them ever saw his face,

except on public days. The whole band, however, always had early and
accurate mformation as to his personal inclinations. None of these people
were high in the administration. They were generally to be found in places

/ of much emolument, little labour, and no responsibility ; and these places

they continued to occupy securely while the cabinet was six or seven times

reconstructed. Their peculiar business was not to support the ministry

I

against the op])osition, but to support the King against the ministry.

Whenever his Majesty was induced to give a reluctant assent to the intro-

duction of some bill which his constitutional advisers regarded as necessary,

his friends in the House of Commons were sure to speak against it, to vote

against it, to throw in its way every obstruction compatible with the forms of

Parliament. If his Majesty found it necessary to admit into his closet a Sec-

retary of State or a First Lord of the Treasury whom he disliked, his frie-ds

were sure to miss no opportunity of thwarting and humbling the obnoxious
minister. In return for these services, the King covered them with his pro-

tection. It was to no purpose that his responsible servants complained to

him that they were daily betrayed and impeded hymen who were eating the

bread of the government. He sometimes justified the offenders, sometimes
excused them, sometimes owned that they were to blame, but said that he
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must take time lu coiisukr whether he could part with them. He never

would turn tlicin out ; ami, while every thing else in the state was constantly

changinjj, these sycophants seemed lo have a 111c estate m their offices.

It was well known to the King's friends that, though his Majesty had con-

sented lo the repeal of the Stamp Act, he had consented with a very bad

grace, and that though he had eagerly welcomed the Whigs, when, in his

extreme need and at his earnest entreaty, they liad undertaken to free him
from an insupportable yoke, he had by no means got over his early pre-

judices against his deliverers. The ministers soon found that, while they were

encountered iu front by the whole force of a strong opposition, their rear was
assailed by a large bodv of those whom they had regarded as auxiliaries.

Nevertheless, Lord Unckingham and his adherents went on resolutely

with the bill for repealing; the Stamp Act. They had on their side all the manu-
facturing and commercial interests of the realm. In the debates the govern-

ment was powerfully supii')rted. Two great orators and statesmen, belonging

to two diflerent generations, repeatedly put forth all their powers in defence

/of the bill. The House of Commons heard Till for the last time, and Burke

'for the first time, and wai in doubt to which of them the palm of eloquence

should be assigned. It was indeed a splendid sunset and a splendid dawn.

For a time the event seemed doubtful. In several divisions the minister?

were hard pressed. Un one occasion, not less than twelve of the King's

friends, all men in office, voted against the government. It was to no pur-

pose that Lord Rockingham remonstrated with the King. His Majesty

confessed that there was ground for complaint, but hoped that gentle means
would bring the mutineers to a better mind. If they persisted in their mis-

conduct, he would dismiss them.

At length the decisive day arrived. The gallery, the lobby, the Court of

Requests, the staircases, were crowded with merchants from all the great

ports of the island. The debate lasted till long after midnight. On the

division, the ministers had a great majority. The dread of civil war, and

the outcry of all the trading towns of the kingdom, had been too strong for

the combined strength of the court and the opposition.

It was in the first dim twilight of a Febraary morning that the doors were

thrown open, and that the chiefs of the hostile parties showed themselves to

the multitude. Conway was received \nth loud applause. But, when Pitt

appeared, all eyes were fixed on him alone. All hats were in the air.

Loud and long huzzas accompanied him to his chair, and a train of admirers

escorted him all the way to his home. 1 hen came forth Grenville. As
soon as he was recognised, a stoim of hisses and curses broke forth. He
turned fiercely on the crowd, and caught one man by the throat. The
bystanders were in great alarm. If a scuffle legan, none could say how it

might end. Fortunately the person who had been collared only said, "If

I may not his-s sir, I hope I may laugh," and laughed in Grenville's face.

The majority had been so decisive, that all the opponents of the ministry,

save one, were disposed to let the bill pass without any further contention,

liut solicitation and expostulation were thrown away on Grenville. His

indomitable spirit rose up stronger and stronger under the load of public

latred. He fought out the battle obstinately to the end. On the last

cading he had a sharp altercation with his brother-in-law, the last of their

many sharp altercations. Pitt thundered in his loftiest tones again.st the

nan who had wished to dip the ermme of a Briti.sh King in the blood of the

British people. Grenville replied with his wonted intre[)idity and asperity.

" If the tax," he said, "were still to l^e laid on, I would lay it on. For the

evils which it may produce my accuser is answerable. His profusion made
it necessary. His ileclarations against the constitutional powers of King,

Lorfs, and Commons, have made it doubly necessary. I do not envy him the

huz/a. I glory in the hiss. If it were to be done again, I would do it."
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i The repeal of the Stamp Act was the chief measure of Lord Rockingham's
i government. But that government is entitled to the praise of having put a

stop to two oppressive practices, which, in Wilkes's case, had attracted the

notice and excited the just indignation of the public. The House of Com-
mons was induced by the ministers to pass a resolution condemning the use

of general warrants, and another resolution, condemning the seizure of

papers in cases of libel.

It must be added, to the lasting honour of Lord Rockingham, that his

administration was the first which, during a long course of years, had the

courage and the virtue to refrain from bribing members of Parliament.

His enemies accused him and his friends of weakness, of haughtiness, of party

spirit ; but calumny itself never dared to couple his name with corruption.

Unhappily his government, though one of the best that has ever existed

in our country, was also one of the weakest. The King's friends assailed

and obstructed the ministers at every turn. To appeal to the King was
only to draw forth new promises and new evasions. His Majesty was sure

that there must be some misunderstanding. Lord Rockingliam had better

speak to the gentlemen. They should be dismissed on the next fault. The
next fault was soon committed, and his Majesty still continued to shuffle.

It was too bad. It was quite abominable ; but it mattered less as the

prorogation was at hand. He would give the delinquents one more chance.

If they did not alter their conduct next session, he should not have or»e word
to say for them. He had already resolved that, long before the commence-
ment of the next session. Lord Rockingham should cease to be minister.

We have now come to a part of our story which, admiring as we do the

genius and the many noble qualities of Pitt, we cannot relate without much
pain. We believe that, at this conjuncture, he had it in his power to give

tlie victory either to the Whigs or to the King's friends. If he had allied

himself closely with Lord Rockingham, what could the court have done ?

There would have been only one alternative, the Whigs or Grenville ; and
there could be no doubt what the King's choice would be. He still remem-
bered, as well he might, with the utmost bitterness, the thraldom from which

his uncle had freed him, and said about this time, with great vehemence,

that he would sooner see the Devil come into his closet than Grenville.

And what was there to prevent Pitt from allying himself with Lord
Rockingham ? On all the most important questions their views were the

same. They had agreed in condemning the peace, the Stamp Act, the

general warrants, the seizure of papers. The points on which they differed

were few and unimportant. In integrity, in disinterestedness, in hatred of

corruption, they resembled each other. Their personal interests could not

clash. They sat in different houses, and Pitt had always declared that

nothing should induce him to be first lord of the treasury.

If the opportunity of forming a coalition beneficial to the state, and

honourable to all concerned, was suffered to escape, the fault was not with

the Whig ministers. They behaved towards Pitt with an obsequiousness

which, had it not been the effect of sincere admiration and of anxiety for

the public interests, might have been justly called servile. They repeatedly

gave him to understand that, if he chose to join their ranks, they were ready

to receive him, not as an associate, but as a leader. They had proved their

respect for him by bestowing a peerage on the person who, at that time,

enjoyed the largest share of his confidence, Chief justice Pratt. What then

was there to divide Pitt from the Whigs? What, on the other hand, was
there in common between him and the King's friends, that he should lend

himself to their purposes, he who had never owed any thing to flattery or

intrigue, he whose eloquence and indejiendent spirit had overawed two
generations of .slaves and jobbers, he who had twice been forced by the

enthu.siasm of an admiring nation on a reluctant Prince ?
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Unhappily the court had gained Pitt, not, it is true, by those ignoble
means which were employed when such men as Kigby and Wedderbum
were to be won, but by ajlurements suited to a nature noble even in its

nlierralions. The King set himself to seduce the one man who could turn

the Whigs out without letting Grenville in. Praise, caresses, promises,

were lavished on the idol of the nation. He, and he alone, could put
an end 10 faction, could bid defiance to all the powerful connections in the

land united, Whigs and Tories, Rockinghams, Bedfords, and Grenvilles.

These blandishments produced a great effect. For though Pitt's spirit was
high and manly, though his eloquence was often exerted with formidable
effect against the court, and though his theory of government had been
learned in the school of Locke and Sidney, he had always regarded the

person of the sovereign with profound veneration. As soon as he was
brought face to face with royally, his imagination and sensibility were too
strong for his principles. His Whiggism thawed and disappeared ; and he
became, for the time, a Tory of the old Ormond pattern. Nor was he by
any means unwilling to assist in the work of dissolving all political connec-
tions. His own weight in the state was wholly independent of such con-
nections. He was therefore inclined to look on them with dislike, and
made far too little distinction between gangs of knaves associated for the

mere purpose of robbing the public, and confederacies of honourable men
for the promotion of great public objects. Xor had he the sagacity to per-

ceive that the strenuous efforts which he made to annihilate all parties

tended only to establish the ascendency of one party, and that the basest

and most hateful of all.

It may be doubted whether he would have been thus misled, if his mind
had been in full health and vigour. But the truth is that he had for some
time been in an unnatural state of excitement. No suspicion of this sort

had yet got abroad. His eloquence had never shone with more splendour
than during the recent debates. But people afterwards called to mind many
thing's which ought to have roused their apprehensions. His habits were
gradually becoming more and more eccentric. A horror of all loud sounds,
such as is said to have been one of the many oddities of Wallenstein, grew
upon him. Though the most affectionate of fathers, he could not at this

lime bear to hear the voices of his own children, and laid out great sums at

Hayes in buying up houses contiguous to his own, merely that he might
have no neighbours to disturb him with their noise. He then sold Hayes,
and took possession of a villa at Hampstead, where he again began to pur-
chase houses to right and left. In expense, indeed, he vied, during this

part of his life, with the wealthiest of the conquerors of Bengal and Tanjore.
At Burton Pynsent, he ordered a great extent of ground to be planted with
cedars. Cedars enough for the purpose were not to be found in Somerset-
shire. They were therefore collected in London, and sent down by land
carriage. Relays of labourers were hired ; and the work went on all night
by torchlight. No man could be more abstemious than Pitt ; yet the pro-
fusion of his kitchen was a wonder even to epicures. Several dinners were
always dressing ; for his appetite was capricious and fanciful ; and at what-
ever moment he felt inclined to eat, he expected a meal to be instantly on
the table. Other circumstances might be mentioned, such as separately are

of little moment, but such a-s, when taken together, and when viewed in

connection with the strange events which followed, justify us in believing
that his mind was already in a morbid state.

Soon after the close of the session of Parliament, Lord Rockingham re-

ceived his dismissal. He retired, accompanied by a firm body of friends,

whose consistency and uprightness enmity itself was forced to admit. None
of them had asked or obtained any pension or any sinecure, either in pos-
session or in reversion. Such disinterestedness was then rar^ »mong poll.
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ticians. Their chief, though not a man of brilliant talents, had won for

himself an honourable fame, which he kept pure to the last. He had, in

spite of difficulties which seemed almost insurmountable, removed great

abuses and averted a civil war. Sixteen years later, in a dark and terrible

day, he was again called upon to save the state, brought to the very brink

of ruin by the same perfidy and obstinacy which had embarrassed, and at

length overthrown, his first administration.

Pitt was planting in Somersetshire when he was summoned to court by
a letter written by the royal hand. He instantly hastened to London. The
irritability of his mind and body were increased by the rapidity with which

he travelled ; and when he reached his journey's end he was suffering from

fever. Ill as he was, he saw the King at Richmond, and undertook to form

an administration.

Pitt was scarcely in the state in which a man should be who has to con-

duct delicate and arduous negotiations. In his letters to his wife, he com-
plained that the conferences in which it was necessary for him to bear a part

heated his blood and accelerated his pulse. From other sources of infor-

mation we learn, that his language, even to those whose cooperation he

wished to engage, was strangely peremptory and despotic. Some of his

notes written at this time have been preserved, and are in a style which

Lewis the Fourteenth would have been too well bred to employ in address-

ing any French gentleman.

In the attempt to dissolve all parties, Pitt met with some difficulties.

Some Whigs, whom the court would gladly have detached from Lord Rock-
ingham, rejected all offers. The Bedfords were perfectly willing to break

with Grenville ; but Pitt would not come up to their temis. Temple, whom
Pitt at first meant to place at the head of the treasuiy, proved intractable.

A coldness indeed had, during some months, been fast giowing between
the brothers-in-law, so long and so closely allied in politics. Pitt was angi-y

with Temple for opposing the repeal of the Stamp Act. Temple was angry

with Pitt for refusing to accede to that family league which was now the

favourite plan at Stowe. At length the Earl proposed an equal partition

of power and patronage, and offered, on this condition, to give up his brother

George. Pitt thought the demand exorbitant, and positively refused com-
pliance. A bitter quarrel followed. Each of the kinsmen was true to his

character. Temple's soul festered with spite, and Pitt's swelled into con-

tempt. Temple represented Pitt as the most odious of hypocrites and traitors.

Pitt held a different and perhaps a more provoking tone. Temple was a

good sort of man enough, whose single title to distinction was, that he had
a large garden, with a large piece of water, and a great many pavilions and
summer-houses. To his fortunate connection with a great orator and states-

man he was indebted for an importance in the state which his own talents

could never have gained for him. That importance had turned his head. He
had begun to fancy that he could form administrations, and govern empires.

It was piteous to see a well-meaning man under such a delusion.

In spite of all these difficulties, a ministry was made such as the King
wished to see, a ministry in which all his Majesty's friends were comfortably
accommodated, and which, with the exception of his Majesty's friends, con-

tained no four persons who had eves in their lives been in the habit of acting

together. Men who had never concurred in a single vote found themselves

seated at the same board. The ofhce of paymaster was divided between
two persons who had never exchanged a word. Most of the chief posts were
filled either by personal adherents of Pitt, or by members of the late minis-

try, who had been induced to remain in place after the dismissal of Lord
Kookingham. To the former class belonged Pratt, now Lord Camden, who
accepted the great seal, and Lord .Shelburne, who v/as made one of the
Secretaries of State. To the latter class belonged the Duke of Grafton,

J



THE EARL OF CHA THAM. 783

who 'jecame First Lord of the Treasur>', and Coinvay. who kept his old

position both in the government and in the House ot (.ominons. Charles

Tuwnshend, who had belonged to every party, and cared for none, was
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Pitt himself was declared prime minister,

but refused to take any laborious office. He was created Earl of Chatham,
and the privy seal was delivered to him.

It is scarcely necessary to say, that the failure, the complete and disgrace-

ful failure, of this arrangement, is not to be ascribed to any want of capacity

in the persons whom we have named. None of them were deficient in abili-

ties ; and four of them, Pitt himself. Shelbume, Camden, and TowTishend,

were men of high intellectual eminence. The fault was not in the materials,

but in the principle on which the materials were put together. Pitt had
mixed up these cont^icting elements, in the full confidence that he should be

able to keep them all in perfect subordination to himself, and in perfect har-

mony with each other. \\e shall soon see how the experiment succeeded.

On the very day on which the new prime minister kissed hands, three

fourths of that popularity which he had long enjoyed without a rival, and to

which he owed the greater part of his authority, departed from him. A vio-

lent outcry was raised, not against that part of his conduct which really de-

served severe condemnation, bui aijainst a step in which we caii see nothing

to censure. His acceptance of a peerage produced a general bu.-st ut iud.-y-

nation. Yebsurely no peerage had ever been better earned ; nor was there

^ver a statesman who more needed the repcse of the Upper House. Pitt

was now growing old. He was much older in constitution than in years.

It was with imminent risk to his liie that he had, on some important occa-

sions, attended his duty in Parliament. During the session of 1 764, he had
not been able to take part in a single debate. It was impossible that he

shouW go through the nightly labour of conducting the business of the go-

vernment in the House of Commons. His wish to be transferred, under such

circumstances, to a less busy and a less turbulent assembly, was natural and
reasonable. The nation, however, overlooked all these considerations. Those
who had most loved and honoured the great Commoner were loudest in in-

vective against the new made Lord. London had hitherto been true to him
through ever)' vici-ssitude. When the citizens learned that he had been sent

for from .Somerset.->hire, that he had been closeted with the King at Rich-

mond, and that he was to be first minister, they had been in transports of

joy. Preparations were made for a grand entertainment and for a general

illumination. The lamps had actually been placed round the Monument,
when the Gazette announced that the object of all this enthusiasm was an
Earl. Instantly the feast was countermanded. The lamps were taken down.

The newspapers raised the roar of obloquy. Pamphlets, made upof calumny
and scurrility, filled the shops of all the booksellers; and of those pamphlets,

the most galling were written under the direction of the malignant Temple.

It was now the lashion to compare the two Willi.ims, William Pulteney and
William Pitt. Both, it was said, had. by eloquence and simulated patriotism,

acquired a great ascendancy in the House of Commons and in the country

Both had been intrusted with the office of reforming the government. Both

had, when at the height of power and popularity, been seduced by the splen-

dour of the coronet. Both had been made earls, and both had at once be-

come objects of aver^'nn and scorn to the nation which a few hours before

had regarded them with affection and veneration.

The clamour against Pitt appears to have had a serious effect on the foreign

relations of the country. His name had till now acted like a spell at Ver-

sailles and St Ildefonso. English travellers on the Continent had remarked

that nothing more wxs necessary to silence a whole room full of boasring

Frenchmen than to drop a hint of the probability that Mr Pitt would return

to power. In an instant there was deep silence : all shoulders rose, and all
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faces were lengthened. Now, unhappily, every foreign court, in learning

that he was recalled to office, learned also that he no longer possessed the

hearts of his countrymen. Ceasing to be loved at home, he ceased to be
feared abroad. The name of Pitt had been a charmed name. Our envoys
tried in vain to conjure with the name of Chatham.
The difficulties which beset Chatham were daily increased by the despotic

manner in which he treated all around him. Lord Rockingham had, at the

time of the change of ministry, acted with great moderation, had expressed

a hope that the new government would act on the principles of the late go-

vernment, and had even interfered to prevent many of his friends from quit-

ting office. Thus Saunders and Keppel, two naval commanders of great

eminence, had been induced to remain at the Admiralty, where their ser-

vices were much needed. The Duke of Portland was still Lord Chamber-
lain, and Lord Besborough Postmaster. But within a quarter of a year, Lord
Chatham had so deeply affronted these men, that they all retired in disgust,

Li truth, his tone, submissive in the closet, was at this time insupportably

tyrannical in the cabinet. His colleagues were merely his clerks for naval,

financial, and diplomatic business. Conway, meek as he was, was on one

occasion provoked into declaring that such language as Lord Chatham's had

never been heard west of Constantinople, and was with difficulty prevented

by Horace Walpole from resigning, and rejoining the standard of Lord
Rockingham.
The breach which had been made in the government by the defection of

so many of the Rockinghams, Chatham hoped to supply by the help of thS

Bedfords. But with the Bedfords he could not deal as he had dealt with

other parties. It was to no purpose that he bade high for one or two mem-
bers of the faction, in the hope of detaching them from the rest. They were

to be had ; but they were to be had only in the lot. There was indeed for

a moment some wavering and some disputing among them. But at length

the counsels of the shrewd and resolute Rigby prevailed. They determined

to stand firmly together, and plainly intimated to Chatham that he must take

them all, or that he should get none of them. The event proved that they

were wiser in their generation than any other connection in the state. In a

few months they were able to dictate their own terms.

The most important public measure of Lord Chatham's administration was
his celebrated interference with the corn trade. The harvest had been bad

;

the price of food was high ; and he thought it necessary to take on himself

the responsibility of laying an embargo on the exportation of grain. When
Parliament met, this proceeding was attacked by the opposition as unconsti-

tutional, and defended by the ministers as indispensably necessary. At last

an act was passed to indemnify all who had been concerned in the embargo.

The first words uttered by Chatham, in the House of Lords, were in de-

fence of his conduct on this occasion. He spoke with a calmness, sobriety,

and dignity, well suited to the audience which he was addressing. A sub-

sequent speech which he made on the same subject was less successful. He
bade defiance to aristocratical connections, with a superciliousness to which

the Peers were not accustomed, and with tones and gestures better suited to

a large and stormy assembly than to the body of which he was now a mem-
ber. A short altercation followed, and he was told very plainly that he

should not be suffered to browbeat the old nobility of England.

It gradually became clearer and clearer that he was in a distempered state

of mind. His attention had been drawn to the territorial acquisitions of the

East India Company, and he determined to bring the whole of that great

subject before Parliament. I le would not, however, confer on the subject

with any of his colleagxies. It was in vain that Conway, who was charged

with the conduct of business in the House of Commons, and Charles Towns-

hend. who was responsible for the direction of the finances, begged for some
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glimpse of light as to what was in contemplation. Chatham's answers were
sullen and mysterious. He must decline any discussion with them ; he did

not want their assistance ; he had fixed on a person to take charge of his

measure in the Hoiise of Commons. This person was a member who was
not connected with the government, and who neither hail, nor lieserved to

have, the ear of the House, a noisy, purseproud, iUiterate demagogue, whose
Cockney English and scraps of mispronounced Latin were the jest of the

newspapers, Alderman Beckford. It may well be supposed that these

strange pioceedings produced a ferment through the whole political world.

The city was in commotion. The East India Company invoked the faith

of charters. Burke thundered against the ministers. The ministers looked

at each other anil knew not what to say. In the midst of the confusion.

Lord Chatham proclaimed himself gouty, and retired to Bath. It was
announced, after some time, that he was better, that he would shortly

return, that he would soon put every thing in order. A day was fixed for

his arrival in London. But when he reached the Castle inn at Marlborough,

he stopped, shut himself up in his room, and remained there some weeks.

Every body who travelled that road was amazed by the number of his attend-

ants. Footmen and grooms, dressed in his family livery, filled the whole
inn, though one of the largest in England, and swarmed in the streets of the

little town. The inith was that the invalid had insisted that, during his

stay, all the waiters and stable-boys of the Castle should wear his livery.

His colleagues were in despair. The Duke of Grafton proposed to go
down to Marlborough in order to consult the oracle. But he was informed
that Lord Chatham must decline all conversation on business. In the mean
time, all the parties which were out of ofiice, Bedfords, Grenvilles, and
Rockinghams, joined to oppose the distracted government on the vote for

the land tax. They were reinforced by almost all the county members, and
had a considerable majority. This was the first time that a ministry had
been beaten on an important division in the House of Commons since tlie

fall of Sir Robert Walpole. The administration, thus furiously assailed from
without, was torn by internal dissensions. It had been formed on no prin-

ciple whatever. From the very first, nothing but Chatham's authority had
prevented the hostile contingents which made up his ranks from going to

blows -with each other. That authority was now withdrawn, and every

thing was in commotion. Conway, a brave soldier, but in civil affairs the

most timid and irresolute of men, afraid of disobliging the King, afraid of

being abused in the newspapers, afraid of being thought factious if he went
out, afraid of being thought interested if he stayed in, afraid of every thing,

and afraid of being known to be afraid of any thing, was beaten backwards
and forwards like a shuttlecock between Horace Walpole who wished to

make him prime minister, and Lord John Cavendish who wished to draw
him into opposition. Charles Town^hend, a man of splendid talents, of

lax principles, and of boundless vanity and presumption, would submit to

no control. The full extent of his parts, of his ambition, and of his arro-

gance, had not yet been made manifest ; for he had always quailed before

the genius and the lofty character of Pitt. But now that Pitt had quilted

the House of Commons, and seemed to have abdicated the part of chief

minister, Town>hend broke loose from all restraint.

While things were in this state, Chatham at length returned to London.
He might as well have remained at Marlborough. He would see nobody.

He would give no opinion on any public matter. The Duke of Grafton

begged piteously for an interview, for an hour, for half an hour, for five

minutes. The answer was, that it was impossible. The King himself

repeatedly condescended to expostulate and implore. " Your duty," he
wrote, "your own honour, rcfiuire you to make an edort." The answers

to these appeals were commonly written in Lady Chatham's hand, from her
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lord's (lictntion ; for he had not energy even to use a pen. He flings him-
self at the King's feet. He is penetrated by the royal goodness, so signally

shown to the most unhappy of men. He implores a little more indulgence.

He cannot as yet transact business. He cannot see his colleagues. Least
of all can he bear the excitement of an interview with majesty.

Some were half inclined to suspect that he was, to use a military phrase,

malingering. He had made, they said, a great blunder, and had found it

out. His immense popularity, his high reputation for statesmanship, were
gone for ever. Intoxicated by pride, he had undertaken a task beyond his

abilities. He now saw nothing before him but distresses and humiliations
;

and he had therefore simulated illness, in order to escape from vexations

which he had not fortitude to meet. This suspicion, though it derived some
colour from that weakness which was the most striking blemish of his charac-

ter, was certainly unfounded. His mind, before he became first minister,

had been, as we have said, in an unsound state ; and physical and moral
causes now concurred to make the derangement of his faculties complete.

The gout, which had been the torment of his whole life, had been suppressed

by strong remedies. For the first time since he was a boy at Oxford, he

passed several months without a twinge. But his hand and foot had been
relieved at the expense of his nerves. He became melancholy, fanciful,

irritable. The embarrassing state of public affairs, the grave responsibility

which lay on him, the consciousness of his errors, the disputes of his

colleagues, the savage clamours raised by his detractors, bewildered his

enfeebled mind. One thing alone, he said, could save him. He must
repurchase Hayes. The unwilling consent of the new occupant was ex-

torted by Lady Chatham's entreaties and tears ; and her lord was somewhat
easier. But if business were mentioned to him, he, once the proudest and

boldest of mankind, behaved like a hysterical girl, trembled from head to

foot, and burst into a flood of tears.

His colleagues for a time continued to entertain the expectation that

his health would soon be restored, and that he would emerge from his

retirement. But month followed month, and still he remained hidden in

mysterious seclusion, and sunk, as far as they could learn, in the deepest

dejection of spirits. They at length ceased to hope or to fear any thing

from him ; and, though he was still nominally Prime Minister, took without

scniple steps which they knew to be diametrically opposed to all his opinions

and feelings, allied themselves witli those whom he had proscribed, disgraced

those whom he most esteemed, and laid taxes on the colonies, in the face of

the strong declarations which he had recently made.
When he had passed about a year and three quarters in gloomy privacy,

the King received a few lines in Lady Chatham's hand. They contained a

request, dictated by her lord, that he might be permitted to resign the Privy

Seal. After some civil show of reluctance, the resignation was accepted.

Indeed Chatham was, by this time, almost as much forgotten as if he had
already been lying in Westminster Abbey.
At length the clouds which had gathered over his mind broke and passed

away. His gout returned, and freed him from a more cruel malady. His

nerves were newly braced. His spirits became buoyant. He woke as

from a sickly dream. It was a strange recoveiy. Men had been in the

habit of talking of him as of one dead, and when he first showed himself

at the King's levee, started as if they had seen a ghost. It was more than

two years and a half since he had appeared in public.

He, too, had cause for wonder. The world which he now entered was

not the world which he had. quitted. The administration which he had
formed had never been, at any one moment, entirely changed. But there

had been so many losses and so many accessions, that he could scarcely

recoigaise his own work. Charles Townshend was dead. Lord Shelbumc
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had been dismisseil. Conway had sunk into utter insignificance. The Duke
of Clrafton had fallen into the hands of the Hedfords. The Hedfords had
deserted Grenville, had made their ]>eace with the King and the King's

friends, and had been admitted to office. Lord North w as Chancellor of the

Exchequer, and was nsmg fast in importance. Corsica had been given up

to France without a struggle. The disputes with the American colonies

had been revived. A general election had taken place. Wilkes had re-

turned from exile, and, outlaw as he was, had been chosen knight of the

shire for Middlesex. The multitude was on his side. The court was obsti-

nately bent on ruining liim, and was prepared to shake the very foundations

of the constitution for the sake of a paltry revenge. The House of Commons,
assuming to itself an authority which of right belongs only to the whole

legislature, had declared Wilkes incapable of sitting in Parliament. Nor
had it been thought sufficient to keep him out. Another must be brought

in. Since the freeholders of .Middlesex had obstinately refused to choose a

member acceptable to the Court, the House had chosen a member for them.

This was not the only instance, perhaps not the most disgraceful instance,

of the inveterate malignity of the Court. Exasperated by the steady oppo-

sition of the Rockingham party, the King's friends had tried to rob a distin-

guished Whig nobleman of his private estate, and had persisted in iheir mean
wickedness till their own servile majority had revolted from mere disgust and

shame. Discontent had spread throughout the nation, and was kejn up by

stimulants such as had rarely been applied to the public mind. Junius had

taken the field, had trampled Sir William Draper in the dust, had well-nigh

broken the heart of blackstone, and had so mangled the reputation of the

Duke of Grafton, that his grace had become sick of office, and was beginning

to look wistfully towards the shades of Euston. Every principle of foreign,

domestic, and colonial policy which was dear to the heart of Chatham had,

during the eclipse of his genius, been Naolated by the government which he

had formed.

The remaining years of his life were spent in vainly struggling against that

fatal policy which, at the moment when he might have given it a death blow,

he had been induced to take under his protection. His exertions redeemed

his own fame, but they effected little for his country.

He found two parties arrayed against the government, the party of his

own brothers-in-law, the Grenvilles, and the party of Lord Rockingham.

On the question of the Middlesex election these parties were agreed. But

on many other important questions they differed widely ; and they were, in

truth, not less hostile to each other than to the Court. The Grenvilles had,

during several years, annoyed the Rockinghams with a succession of acri-

monious pamphlets. It was long before the Rockinghams could be induced

to retaliate. But an ill natured tract, written under Grenville's direction,

and entitled, a State of the Nation, was too much for their patience. Burke

undertook to defend and avenge his fnends, and executed the task with

admirable skill and vigour. On every point he was victorious, and nowhere

more completely victorious than when he joined issue on those dry and minute

questions of statistical and financial detail in which the main strength of

Grenville lay. The official drudge, even on his own chosen ground, was

utterly unable to maintain the fight against the great orator and i5hiloi^o^:)her.

When Chatham reappeared, Grenville was still writhing with the recent

shame and smart of this well merited chastisement. Cordial cooperation

between the two sections of the Opposition was impossible. Nor could

Chatham easily connect himself with either. His feelings, in spite of many
aflfironts given and received, drew him towards the Grenvilles. For he had

strong domestic .itTectif)ns ; and his n.iture, which, though haughty, was by

no means obdurate, had been softened by affliction. But from his kinsmen
he wa."* s«paratetl by a wide difference of opinion on the.question of colcwiial
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taxation. A reconciliation, however, took place. He visited Stowe : he
shook hands with George Grenville ; and the Whig freeholders of Bucking-
hamshire, at their public dinners, drank many bumpers to the union of the
three brothers.

In opinions, Chatham was much nearer to the Rockinghams than to his
own relatives. But between him and the Rockinghams there was a f;^aif not
easily to be passed. He had deeply injured them, and in injuring them, had
deeply injured his country. When the balance was trembling between tliem
and the Court, he had thrown the whole weight of his genius, of his renown,
of his popularity, into the scale of misgovernment. It must be added, that
many eminent members of the party still retained a bitter recoUeciion of
the asperity and disdain with which they had been treated by him at the
time when he assumed the direction of affairs. It is clear from Burke's
pamphlets and speeches, and still more clear from his private letters, and
from the language which he held in conversation, that he regarded Chatham
with a feeling not far removed from dishke. Chatham was undoubtedly
conscious of his error, and desirous to atone for it. But his overtures o(

friendship, though made with earnestness, and even with unwonted humility,
were at first received by Lord Rockingham with cold and austere reserve.

Gradually the intercourse of the two statesmen became courteous and even
amicable. But the past was never wholly forgotten.

Chatham did not, however, stand alone. Round him gathered a party,
small in number, but strong in great and various talents. Lprd Camden,
Lord Shelburne, Colonel Barre, and Dunning, afterwards Lord Ashburton,
were the principal members of this connection.

There is no reason to believe that, from this time till within a few weeks
of Chatham's death, his intellect sufferiJd any decay. His eloquence was
almost to the last heard with delight. But it was not exactly the eloquence
of the House of Lords. That lofty and passionate, but somewhat desultory
declamation, in which he excelled all men, and which was set off by looks,
tones, and gestures, worthy of Garrick or Talma, was out of place in a small
apartment where the audience often consisted of three or four drowsy pre-
lates, three or four old judges, accustomed during many years to disregard
rhetoric, and to look only at facts and arguments, and three or four listless

and supercilious men of fashion, whom any thing like enthusiasm moved to
a sneer. In the House of Commons, a flash of his eye, a wave of his arm,
had sometimes cowed Murray. But, in the House of Peers, his utmost
vehemence and pathos produced less effect than the moderation, the reason-
ableness, the luminous order, and the serene dignity, which characterised
the speeches of Lord Mansfield.

On the question of the Middlesex election, all the three divisions of the
( )pposition acted in concert. No orator in either House defended what is

now universally admitted to have been the constitutional cause with more
ardour or eloquence than Chatham. Before this subject had ceased to occupy
the public mind, George Grenville died. His party rapidly melted away

;

and in a short time most of his adherents appeared on the ministerial benches.
Had George Grenville lived many months longer, the friendly ties which,

after years of estrangement and hostility, had been renewed between him
and his brother-in-law, would, in all probability, have been a second time
violently dissolved. For now the quarrel between England and the North
American colonies took a gloomy and terrible aspect. Oppression provoked
resistance ; resistance was made the pretext for fresh oppression. The warn-
ings of all the greatest statesmen of the age were lost on an imperious court
and a deluded nation. Soon a colonial senate confronted the British Par-
liament. Then the colonial militia crossed bayonets with the British regi-
ments. At lengtli the commonwealth was torn asunder. Two millions of
Englishmen, who, fifteen years before, had been as loyal to their prince and
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as proud of their country as the people of Kent or W.rkshire, separated
themselves by a solemn act from the Knipire. For a time it seemed that

the insurgents would struggle to small purpose against the vast financial and
military means of the mother country. But disasters, following one another

m rapid succession, rapidly dispelled the illusions of national vanit)'. At
length a great British force, exhausted, famished, harassed on every side by
a hostile peasantr)-, was compelled to deliver up its arms. Those govern-

ments which England had. in the late war, so signally humbled, and which
had during many years been sullenly brooding over the recollections of

Quebec, of Minden, and of the Moro, now saw with exultation that the day
of revenge was at hand. I'rance recognised the independence of the United
States ; and there could be little doubt that the example would soon be
followed by Spain.

Chatham and Rockingham had cordially concurred in opposing every part

of the fatal policy which had brought the state into this dangerous situation.

But their paths now diverged. Lord Rockingham thought, and, as the

event proved, thought most justly, that the revolted colonies were separated

from the Empire for ever, and that the only effect of prolonging the war on
the American continent would be to divide resources which it was desirable to

concentrate. If the hopeless attempt to subjugate Pennsylvania and Virginia

were abandoned, war against the House of Bourbon might possibly be
avoided, or, if inevitable, might be carried on with success and glory. We
might even indemnify ourselves for part of what we had lost, at the expense
of those foreign enemies who had hoped to profit by our domestic dissensions;.

Lord Rockingham, therefore, and those who acted with him, conceived

that the wisest course now opened to England was to acknowledge the

independence of the United States, and to turn her whole force against her
European enemies.

Chatham, it should seem, ought to have taken the same side. Before
France had taken any part in our quarrel with the colonies, he had repeatedly,

and ^^^th great energy of language, declared that it was impossible to con-

quer America ; and he could not without absurdity maintain that it was
easier to conquer France and Arnerica together than America alone. But
his passions overpowered his judgment, and made him blind to his own
inconsistency. The very circumstances which made the separation of the

colonies inevitable made it to him altogether insupportable. The dis-

memberment of the Empire seemed to him less ruinous and humiliating,

when produced by domestic dissensions, than when produced by foreign

interference. His blood boiled at the degradation of his country. What-
ever lowered her among the nations of the earth, he felt as a personal

outrage to himself. And the feeling was natural. He had made her so

great. He had been so proud of her ; and she had been so proud of him.
He remembered how, more than twenty years before, in a day of gloom and
dismay, when her possessions were torn from her, when her flag was dis-

honoured, she had called on him to save her. He remembered the sudden
and glorious change which his energy had wrought, the long series of

triumphs, the days of thanksgiving, the nights of illumination. Fired by such

recollections, hedetermined toseparatehimself from thosewho advised that the

independence of the colonies should be acknowledged. That he was in error

will scarcely, we think, be disputed by his warmest admirers. Indeed, the

treaty, by which, a few years later, the republic of the United States was re-

cognised, was the work of his most attached adherents and of his favourite .son.

The Duke of Richmond had given notice of an address to the throne,

against the further prosecution of hostilities with America. Chatham had,

during some time, absented himself from Parliament, in consequence of his

growing infirmities. He determined to appear in his place on this occasion,

and to declare that his opinions were decidedly at variance with those of the
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Rockingham party. lie was in a state of great excitement. His medical
attendants were uneasy, and strongly advised him to calm himself, and to

remain at home. But he was not to be controlled. His son William, and
his son-in-law Lord Mahon, accompanied him to Westminster. He rested

himself in the Chancellor's room till the debate commenced, and then, leaning

on his two young relations, limped to his seat. The slightest particulars of

that day were remembered, and have been carefully recorded. He bowed,
it was remarked, with great courtliness to those peers who rose to make
way for him and his supporters. His crutch was in his hand. He wore,

as was his fashion, a rich velvet coat. His legs were swathed in flannel.

His wig was so large, and his face so emaciated, that none of his features

could be discerned, except the high curve of his nose, and his eyes, which
still retained a gleam of the old fire.

When the Duke of Richmond had spoken, Chatham rose. For some
time his voice was inaudible. At length his tones became distinct and his

action animated. Here and there his hearers caught a thought or an ex-

pression which reminded them of William Pitt. But it was clear that he
was not himself. He lost the thread of his discourse, hesitated, repeated

the same words several times, and was so confused that, in speaking of the

Act of Settlement, he could not recall the name of the Electress Sophia.

The House listened in solemn silence, and with the aspect of profound

respect and compassion. The stillness was so deep that the dropping of a
handkerchief would have been heard. The Duke of Richmond replied

with gi-eat tenderness and courtesy ; but while he spoke, the old man was
observed to be restless and irritable. The Duke sat down. Chatham stood

up again, pressed his hand on his breast, and sank down in an apoplectic

fit. Three or four lords who sat near him caught him in his fall. The
H"Duse broke up in confusion. The dying man was carried "to the residence

of one of the officers of Parliament, and was so far restored as to be able to

bear a journey to Hayes. At Hayes, after lingering a few weeks, he expired

in his seventieth year. His bed was watched to the last, with anxious

tenderness, by his wife and children ; and he well deserved their care. Too
often haughty and wayward to others, to them he had been almost effemin-

ately kind. He had through life been dreaded by his political opponents,

and regarded with more awe than love even by his political associates. But
no fear seems to have mingled with the affection which his fondness, con-

stantly overflowing in a thousand endearing forms, had inspired in the little

circle at Hayes.

Chatham, at the time of his decease, had not, in both Houses of Parlia-

ment, ten personal adherents. Half the public men of the age had been

estranged from him by his errors, and the other half by the exertions which
he had made to repair his errors. His last speech had been an attack at

once on the policy pursued by the government, and on the policy re-

commended by the opposition. But death restored him to his old place

in the affection of his countiy. Who could hear unmoved of the fall

of that which had been so great, and which had stood so long? The
circumstances, too, seemed rather to belong to the tragic stage than to

real life. A great statesman, full of years and honours, led forth to the

Senate House by a son of rare hopes, and stricken down in full council

while straining his feeble voice to rouse the droo[)ing spirit of his country,

could not but be remembered with peculiar veneration and tenderness.

Detraction was overawed. The voice even of just and temperate censure

was mute. Nothing was remembered but the lofty genius, the unsullied

probity, the undisputed services, of him who was no more. For once, all

parties were agreed. A public funeral, a public monument, were eagerly

voted. The debts of the deceased were paid. A provision was made for

his family. The City of London requested that the remains of the great
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man whom she had so long loved and hoi\oured might rest under the dome

of her maj^ilkent cathedral. But tlie petition came loo late, iivery thing

was already prepared for the interment in Westminster Abhey.

Though men of all parties had concurred in decreeing posthumous honours

to Chatham, his corpse wxs attended to the grave almost exclusively by

opponents of the government. The banner of the lordship of Chatham was

borne by Colonel liarrc, attended by the Uuke of Richmond and Lord

Rockingham. Burke, Savile, and Dunning upheld the pall. Lord Camden
Wi\s conspicuous in the procession. The chief mourner was young William

Pitt. After the lapse of more than twenty-seven years, in a season as dark

and perilous, his own shattered frame and broken heart were laid, with the

same pomp, in the same consecrated mould.

Chatham sleeps near the northern door of the Church, in a spot which

has ever since been appropriated to statesmen, as the other end of the same

transept has long been to poets. Mansfield rests there, and the second

William Pitt, and Fox, and Grattan, and Canning, and Wilberforce. In

no other cemetery do so many great citizens lie within so narrow a space.

High over those venerable graves towers the stately monument of Chatham,

and from above, his effigy, graven by a cunning hand, seems still, with eagle

face and outstretched arm, to bid England be of good cheer, and to hurl

defiance at her foes. The generation which reared that memorial of him

has disappeared. The time has come when the rash and indiscriminate

judgments which his contemporaries passed on his character may be calmly

revised by history. And history, while, for the warning of vehement, high,

and daring natures, she notes his many errors, will yet deliberately pro-

nounce, that, among the eminent men whose bones lie near his, scarcely

one has left a more stainless, and none a more splendid name.

FREDERIC THE GREAT. (April, 1842.)

Frederic the Great and his Times. Edited, with an Introduction, by Thomas
CAMhBKLl^ Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. London : 1842.

This work, which has the high honour of being introduced to the wodd by

the author of Lochiel and Hohenlinden, is not wholly unworthy of so dis-

tinguished a chaperon. It professes, indeed, to be no more than a compila-

tion ; but it is an exceedingly amusing compilation, and we shall be glad to

have more of it. The narrative comes flown at present only to the com-

mencement of the Seven Years' War, and therefore does not comprise the

most interesting portion of Frederic's reign.

It may not be unacceptable lo our readers that we should take this oppor-

tiyiity of presenting them with a slight sketch of the life of the greatest king

that has, in modem times, succeeded by right of birth to a throne. It may,

we fear, be impossible to compress so long and eventful a story within the

limits which we must prescribe to ourselves. Should we be compelled to

break off, we may perhaps, when the continuation of this work appears,

return to the subject.

The Prussian monarchy, the youngest of the great European states, but

in population and revenue the fifth among them, and in art, science, and

civilisation entitled to the third, if not to the second place, sprang from a

humble origin. About the beginning of the fifteenth century, the marqiiis-

ate of Brandenburg was bestowed by the Emperor Sigismund on the noble

family of Hohenzollem. In the sixteenth century that family embraced the

Lutheran doctrines. It obtained from the King of Poland, early in the

seventeenth century, ttie irtvestiture of the duchy of Prussia. Even after

this accession of territory, the chiefs of the house of Hohenzollern hardly

ranked with the electors of Saxony and Bavaria. Tlie soil of Brandenburg

was for the most part sterile. Even round Berlin, the '-apital of the pro-
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vtnce, tincl round Potsdam, the favourite residence of tlie Margi-aves, the

country was a desert. In some places, the deep sand could with difficulty

he forced by assiduous tillage to yield thin crops of rye and oats. In other

places, the ancient forests, from which the conquerors of the Roman empire
had descended on the Danube, remained untouched by the hand of man.
Where the soil was rich it was generally marshy, and its insalubrity repelled

the cultivators whom its fertility attracted. Frederic William, called the

Great Elector, was the prince to whose policy his successors have agreed
to ascribe their greatness. He acquired by the peace of Westphalia several

valuable possessions, and among them the rich city and district of Magde-
burg ; and he left to his son Frederic a principality as considerable as any
which was not called a kingdom.

Frederic aspired to the style of royalty. Ostentatious and profuse, negli-

gent of his true interests and of his high duties, insatiably eager for frivolous

distinctions, he added nothing to the real weight of the state which he
governed : perhaps he transmitted his inheritance to his children impaired

rather than augmented in value : but he succeeded in gaining the gi'eat

object of his life, the title of King. In the year 1700 he assumed this new
dignity. He had on that occasion to undergo all the mortifications which
fall to the lot of ambitious upstarts. Compared with the other crowned
heads of Europe, he made a figure resembling that which a Nabob or a

Commissary, who had bought a title, would make in the company of Peers

whose ancestors had been attainted for treason against the Plantagenets.

The envy of the class which Frederic quitted, and the civil scorn of the

class into which he intruded himself, were marked in very significant way.s.

The Elector of Saxony at first refused to acknowledge the new Majesty.

Lewis the Fourteenth looked down on his brother King with an air not un-

like that which the Count in Moliere's play regards Monsieur Jourdain, just

fresh from the mummery of being made a gentleman. Austria exacted large

sacrifices in return for her recognition, and at last gave it ungraciously.

Frederic was succeeded by his son Frederic William, a prince who must
be allowed to have possessed some talents for administration, but whose
character was disfigured by odious vices, and whose eccentricities were such

as had never before been seen out of a madhouse. He was exact and dili-

gent in the transacting of business ; and he was the first who formed the

design of obtaining for Prussia a place among the European powers, alto-

gether out of proportion to her extent and population, by means of a strong

military organization. Strict economy enabled him to keep up a peace
establishment of sixty thousand troops. These troops were disciplined in

such a manner, that placed beside them, the household regiments of Ver-

sailles and St James's would have appeared an awkward squad. The
master of such a force could not but be regarded by all his neighbours as a

formidable enemy and a valuable ally.

But the mind of Frederic William was so ill regulated, that all his in-

clinations became passions, and all his passions partook of the character of

moral and intellectual disease. His parsimony degenerated into sordid

avarice. His taste for military pomp and order became a mania, like thai

of a Dutch burgomaster for tulips, or that of a member of the Roxburghe
Club for Caxtons. \Vhile the envoys of the Court of Ikrlin were in a slate

of such squalid poverty as moved the laughter of foreign capitals, while the

food placed before the princes and princesses of the blood royal of Prussia

was too scanty to appease hunger, and so bad that even hunger loathed it,

no price was thought too extravagant for tall recruits. The ambition of th-

King was to form a brigade of giants, and every country was ransacked by
his agents for men above the ordinary stature. These researches were not

confined to Europe. No head that towered above the crowd in the bazaars

of Aleppo, of Cairo, or of Sural, could escape the crimps of Frederic
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"A'ilUam. One Irishman more than seven feet hi|jh, who was picked up
I.ijniion l>y the I'ni-isian ambassador, received a bounty of near thirteen

tumilred jx)unds sterling, very much more than the ambassador's salar)-.

Ihis extravagance wx^ the more absurd, because a stout youth of five feet

eight, who might have been procured for a few dollars, would in all proba-
bility have been a much more valuable soldier. But to Frederic WilJiam,
this huge Irishman was what a brass Otho, or a Vinegar Bible, is to a col-

lector of a different kind.

It is remarkable, that though the main end of Frederic William's adminis-
tration was to have a great military force, though his reign forms an impor-
tant epoch in the history- of military discipline, and though his dominant
passion was the love of military display, he was yet one of the most pacific

of princes. We are afraid that his aversion to war was not the effect of

humanity, but was merely one of his thousand whims. His feeling about
his troojjs seems to have resembled a miser's feeling about his money. He
loved to collect them, to count them, to see'them increase; but he could
not find it m his heart to break in upon the precious hoard. He looked
for\vard to some future time when his Patagonian battalions were to drive

hostile infantry before them like sheep : but this future time was always
receding ; and it is probable that, if his life had been prolonged thirty years,

his superb army would never have seen any harder service than a sham
fight in the fields near Berlin. But the great militan,' means which he had
collected were destined to be employed by a spirit far more daring and in-

ventive than his own.
Frederic, sumamed the Great, son of Frederic William, was bom in

January, 1712. It may safely be pronounced that he had received from
nature a strong and sharp understanding, and a rare firmness of temper and
intensity of will. As to the other parts of his character, it is difficult to say

whether they are to be ascribed to nature, or to the strange training which
he underwent. The historj- of his boyhood is painfully interesting. Oliver

Twist in the parish workhouse, Smike at Dotheboys Hall, were petted

children when compared with this wretched heir apparent of a crown.
The nature of Frederic William was hard and bad, and the habit of exer-

cising arbitrary power had made him frightfully savage. His rage con-

stantly vented itself to right and left in curses and blows. \\ hen his

Majesty took a walk, every human being fled before him, as if a tiger had
broken loose from a menagerie. If he met a lady in the street, he gave her
a kick, and told her to go home and mind her brats. If he saw a clergy-

man staring at the soldiers, he admonished the Tcverend gentleman to

betake himself to study and prayer, and enforced this pious advice by a

sound caning administered on the spot. But it was in his own house that

he was most unreasonable and ferocious. His palace was hell, and he the

most execrable of fiends, a cross between Moloch and Puck. His son
Frederic and his daughter Wilhelmina, afterwards Margravine of Bareuth,

were in an especial manner objects of his aversion. His own mind was
uncultivated. He despised literature. He hated infidels, papists, and
metaphysicians, and did not very well understand in what they differed from
each other. The business of life, according to him, was to drill and to be
drilled. The recrea'ions suited to a prince, were to sit in a cloud of tobacco
smoke, to sip .Swedish beer between the pufls of the pipe, to play back-

gammon for three halfpence a rubber, to kill wild hogs, and to shoot par-

tridges by the thousand. The Prince Royal showed little inclination either

for the serious employments or for the amusements of his father. He
shirked the duties of the parade : he detested the fume of tobacco : he had
no taste either for backgammon or for field sports. He had an exquisite

ear, and performed skilfully on the flute. His earliest instructors had been
French refugees, and they had awakened in him a strong passion for French
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literature and French society. Frederic William regarded these tastes as

effeminate and contemptible, and, by aliuse and persecution, made them
still stronger. Things became worse when the Prince Royal attained tliat

time of life at which the great revolution in the human mind and body takes

place. He was guilty of some youthful indiscretions, which no good and
wise parent would regard with severity. At a later period he was accused,

truly or falsely, of vices from which History averts her eyes, and which
even Satire blushes to name, vices sucli that, to borrow the energetic lan-

guage of Lord Keeper Coventry, "the depraved nature of man, which of

itself carrieth man to all other sin, abhorreth them." But the offences of

his youth were not characterized by any peculiar turpitude. They excited,

however, transports of rage in the King, who hated all faults except those

to which he was himself inclined, and who conceived that he made ample
atonement to Heaven for his brutality, by holding the softer passions in

detestation. The Prince Royal, too, was not one of those who are content

to take their religion on trust. He asked puzzling questions, and brought

forward arguments which seemed to savour of something different from pure

Lutheranism. The King suspected that his son was inclined to be a heretic

of some sort or other, whether Calvinist or Atheist his Majesty did not very

well know. The ordinary malignity of Frederic William was bad enough.

He now thought malignity a part of his duty as a Christian man, and all

the conscience that he had stimulated his hatred. The flute was broken :

the French books were sent out of the palace : the Prince was kicked and
cudgelled, and pulled by the hair. At dinner the plates were hurled at his

head : sometimes he was restricted to bread and water : sometimes he was
forced to swallow food so nauseous that he could not keep it on his stomach.

Once his father knocked him down, dragged him along the floor to a

window, and was with difficulty prevented from strangling him with the

cord of the curtain. The Queen, for the crime of not wishing to see her

son murdered, was subjected to the grossest indignities. The Princess

Wilhelmina, who took her brother's part, was treated almost as ill as Mrs
Brownrigg's apprentices. Driven to despair, the unhappy youth tried to

run away. Then the fury of the old tyrant rose to madness. The Prince

was an officer in the army : his flight was therefore desertion ; and, in the

moral code of Frederic William, desertion was the highest of all crimes.

"Desertion," says this royal theologian, in one of his half-crazy letters, "is
from hell. It is a work of the children of the Devil. No child of God
could possibly be guilty of it." An accomplice of the Prince, in spite of

the recommendation of a court martial, was mercilessly put to death. It

seemed probable that the Prince himself would suffer the same fate. It

was with difficulty that the intercession of the States of Holland, of the

Kings of Sweden and Poland, and of the Emperor of Germany, saved the

House of Brandenburg from the stain of an unnatural murder. After

months of cruel suspense, Frederic learned that his life would be spared.

He remained, however, long a prisoner ; but he was not on that account

to be pitied. He found in his gaolers a tenderness which he had never

found in his father ; his table was not sumptuous, but he had wholesome
food in sufficient quantity to appease hunger : he could read the Henriade

without being kicked, and could play on his flute Wi thout having it broken
over his head.

When his confinement terminated he was a man. He had nearly com-
pleted his twenty-first year, and could scarcely be kept much longer under

the restraints which had made his boyhood miserable. Suffering had ma-

tured his understanding, while it had hardened his heart and soured his

temper. He had learnt self-command and dissimulation : he affected to

conform to some of his father's views, and submissively accepted a wife,

who was a wife only in name, from his father's hand. He also served with
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Credit, though without any opiiortuiiity ot acquiring brilliant distinction,

under the command of Prince Euj^ne, durini^ a campaign marked by no
extraordmary events. He was now ]icrmiltctl to keep a separate establish-

ment, and was therefore able to indulije with cautiLm his own tastes. Partly

m order to conciliate the king, and partly, no tloubt, from inclination, hej;

gave up a portion of his time to military and political business, and thus'.'

gratlually acquired such an aptitude for affairs as his most intimate associate!;^

were not aware that he possessed.

His favourite abtnie w.is at Kheinsberg, near the frontier which separates

the Prussian dominions from the Duchy of Mecklenburg. Kheinsberg is a

fertile and smiling spot, in the midst of the sandy waste of the Marqui.-iale.

The mansion, surrounded by woods of oak and beech, looks out upon a

spacious lake. There Frederic amused himself by laying out gardens in

regular alleys and intricate mazes hy building obelisks, temples, and con-

servatories, and by collecting rare fniits and flowers. His retirement was
enlivened by a few companions, among whom he seems to have pieferred

those who, by birth or extraction, were French. With these inmates he

dined and supped well, drank freely, and amused himself sometimes with

concerts, and sometimes with h^>liling chapters of a fraternity which he

called the Order of Bayard ; but literature was his chief resource.

His education had been entirely French. The long ascendency which
I^wisthe Fourteenth had enjoyed, and the eminent merit of the tragic and

comic dramatists, of the satirists, and of the preachers who had flourished

under that magnificent prince, had made the French language predominant

in Europe. Even in countries which had a national literature, and which
could boast of names greater than those of Racine, of Moliere, and of

Massillon, in the country of Dante, in the country of Cervantes, in the

country of Sluikspeare and Milton, the intellectual fashions of Paris had been

to a great extent adopted. Germany had not yet produced a single master-

piece of poetry or eloquence. In Germany, therefore, the French taste

reigned without rival and without limit. Every- youth of rank was taught

to sf)eak and write French. That he should speak and write his own tongue

with politeness, or even with accuracy and facility, was regarded as com-
paratively an unimportant object. Even Frederic William, with all his

rugged Saxon prejudices, thought it necessary that his children should know
F'rench, and quite unnecessary that they should be well versed in German.
The l^tin was positively intenlicted. " My son," his Majesty wrote,
" shall not learn Latin ; and, more than that, I will not suffer any body
even to mention such a thing to me." One of the preceptors ventured to

read the Golden Bull in the original with the Prince Royal. Frederic

WUliam entered the room, and broke out in his usual kingly style.

" Rascal, what are you at there?"
" Please your Majesty," answered the preceptor, "I was explaining the

Golden Bull to his Royal Highness."

"I'll Golden Bull you, you ra.<cal !" roarer! the Majesty of Prussia. Up
went the King's cane ; away ran the terrified instructor ; and Frederic's

classical studies ended for ever. He now and then affected to quote I-atin

sentences, and produced such exquisitely Ciceronian phra-ses as these :

—

" Stante pede morire,"— " De gustibus non est disputandus,"— " Tot verbas
tot spondera." Of liahan, he had not enough to read a page of Metastasio

with e.ose ;. and of the Spani.sh and English, he did not, as far as we art
aware, understand a single word.

As the higlicsi human compo.sitions to which he had access were those of

the French writers, it is not strange tliat his admiration for those writers

should have been unbounded. His ambitious and eager temper early

prompted him to imitate what he admired. The wi.sh, perhaps, dearest to

his heart was, that he might rank among the masters of French rhetoric and
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poetry. He wrote prose and verse as indefatigably as if he had been a
starving hack of Cave or Osborn ; but Nature, which had bestowed on him,
in a large measure, th.e talents of a captain and of an administrator, had
withheld from him those higher and rarer gifts, without which industry

labours in vain to produce immortal eloquence and song. And, indeed, had
he been blessed with more imagination, wit, and fertility of thought, than

he appears to have had, he would still have been subject to one great dis-

advantage, which would, in all probability, have for ever prevented him
from taking a high place among men of letters. He had not the full com-
mand of any language. There was no machine of thought which he could
employ with perfect ease, confidence, and freedom. He had German enough
to scold his servants, or to give the word of command to his grenadiers

;

but his grammar and pronunciation were extremely bad. He found it difficult

to make out the meaning even of the simplest German poetry. On one
occasion a version of Racine's Iphigenie was read to him. He held the

French original in his hand ; but was forced to o\vn that, even with .such

help, he could not understand the translation. Yet, though he had neglected

his mother tongue in order to bestow all his attention on French, his French
was, after all, the French of a foreigner. It was necessar}' for him to have
always at his beck some men of letters from Paris to point out the solecisms

and false rhymes of which, to the last, he was frequently guilty. Even had
he possessed the poetic faculty, of which, as far as we can judge, he was
utterly destitute, the want of a language would have prevented him from
being a great poet. No noble work of imagination, as far as we recollect,

was ever composed by any man, except in a dialect which he had learned

without remembering how or when, and which he had .spoken with perfect

ease before he had ever analysed its structure. Romans of great abilities

wrote Greek verses ; but how many of those verses have desei-ved to live ?

Many men of eminent genius have, in modem times, written Latin poems

;

but, as far as we are aware, none of those poems, not even Milton's, can be
ranked in the first class of art, or even very high in the second. It is not

strange, therefore, that, in the French verses of Frederic, we can find nothing

beyond the reach of any man of good parts and industry, nothing above the

level of Newdigate and Seatonian poetry. His best pieces may perhaps
rank with the worst in Dodsley's collection. In histoiy, he succeeded
better. We do not, indeed, find, in any part of his voluminous Memoirs,
either deep reflection or vivid painting. But the narrative is distinguished

by clearness, conciseness, good sense, and a certain air of truth and simpli-

city, which is singularly graceful in a man who, having done great things,

sits down to relate them. On the whole, however, none of his writings are

so agreeable to us as his Letters, particularly those which are written with
earnestness, and are not embroidered with verses.

It is not strange that a young man devoted to literature, and acquainted
only with the literature of France, should have looked with profound venera-
tion on the genius of Voltaire. " A man who has never seen the sun," says
Calderon, in one of his charming comedies, " cannot be blamed for thinking
that no glory can exceed that of the moon. A man who has seen neither
moon nor sun, cannot be blamed for talking of the unrivalled brightness of

the morning star." Had Frederic been able to read Homer and Milton, or
even Virgil and Tasso, his admiration of the Henriade would prove that he
was utterly destitute of the power of discerning what is excellent in art.

Had he been familiar witli Sophocles or Shakspeare, we should have ex-

pected him to appreciate Zaire more justly. Had he been able to study

Thucydides and Tacitus in the original Greek and Latin, he would have
known that there were heights in the eloquence of history far beyond the

reach of the autlior of the Life of Charles the Twelfth. But the finest heroic

poem, several of the most powerful tragedies, and the most brilliant and
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pichiresque liistorical work that Frederic had ever read, were Voltaire's.

Such hi^'h and various excellence ir.oved the youn}; Prince almost to adora-

tion. Tlie opinions of Voltaire on relijjious and philosophical questions had
not yet been fully exhibited to the public. At a later period, when an exile

from his country, and at open war with the Church, he spoke out. But
when Frederic was at Rheinsberg, Voltaire was still a courtier ; and, though
he could not always curb his petulant wit, he had as yet published nothing

that could exclude him from Versailles, and little that a divine of the mild
and generous school of Grotius and Tillotson might not read with pleasure.

In the Henriade, in Zaire, and in Alzire, Christian piety is exhibited in the

most amiable form ; and, .>-ome years after the period of which we are writ-

ing, a Pope condescended to accept the dedication of Mahomet. The real

sentiments of the poet, however, might be clearly perceived by a keen eye
through the decent disguise with which he veiled them, and could not

escape the sagacity of Frederic, who held similar opinions, and had been
accustomed to practise similar dissimulation.

The Prince wrote to his idol in the style of a worshipper ; and Voltaire

replied with exquisite grace and address. A correspondence followed, which
may be studied with advantage by those who wish to become proficients in

the ignoble art of flatteiy. No man ever paid compliments better tJian Vol-

taire. His sweetest confectionery had always a delicate, yet stimulating

flavour, which was delightful to palates wearied by the coarse preparations

of inferior artists. It was only from his hand that so much sugar could be
swallowed without making the swallower sick. Copies of verses, writing

desks, trinkets of amber, were exchanged between the friends. Frederic

confided his writings to Voltaire ; and Voltaire applauded, as if Frederic

had been Racine and Bossuet in one. One of his Royal Highness's per-

formances was a refutation of Machiavelli. Voltaire undertook to convey
it to the press. It was entitled the Anti Machiavel, and was an edifying

homily against rapacity, perfidy, arbitrary government, unjust war, in short,

against almost every thing for which its author is now remembered among men.
The old King uttered now and then a ferocious growl at the diversions of

Rheinsberg. But his health was broken ; his end was approaching ; and
his vigour was impaired. He had only one pleasure left, that of seeing tall

soldiers. He could always be propitiated by a present of a grenadier of six

feet four or six feet five ; and such presents were from time to time judi-

ciously offered by his son.

I'.arly in the year 1740, Frederic William met death with a firmness and
dignity worthy of a better and wiser man ; and Frederic, who had just com-
pleted his twenty-eighth year, became King of Prussia. His character wa.s

little understood. That he had good abilities, indeed, no person who hail

talked with him, or corresponded with him could doubt. But the easy
Epicurean life which he had led, his love of good cookery and good wine,

of music, of conversation, of light literature, led many to regard him as a
sensual and intellectual voluptuary. His habit of canting about modera-
tion, peace, liberty, and the happiness which a good mind derives from the

happiness of others, had imposed on some who should have Ivnown better.

Those who thought best of him, expected a Telemachus after Fcnelon's

pattern. Others predicted the a]:iproach of a Medicean age, an age proi)i-

tious to learning and art, and not unpropitious to pleasure. Nobody had
the least suspicion that a tyrant of extraordinary military and political

talents, of industry more extraordinary still, without fear, without faith,

and without mercy, had ascended the throne.

The disappointment of Fal>talf at his old boon-companion's coronation
was not more bitter than that which awaited some of the inmates of Rheins-
bei^. They had long looked forward to the accession of their patron, as
to the event from which their own prosperity and greatness was to date.

2 C
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They had at last reached the promised land, the land which they had figured
to themselves as flowing with milk and honey ; and they found it a desert.
" No more of these fooleries," was the short, sharp admonition given by
Frederic to one of them. It soon became plain that, in the most important
points, the new sovereign bore a strong family likeness to his predecessor.
There was indeed a wide difference between the father and the son as re-

spected extent and vigour of intellect, speculative opinions, amusements,
studies, outward demeanour. But the groundwork of the character was the
same in both. To both were common the love of order, the love of busi-

ness, the military taste, the parsimony, the imperious spirit, the temper
irritable even to ferocity, the pleasure in the pain and humiliation of others.

But these propensities had in Frederic William partaken of the general
unsoundness of his mind, and wore a very different aspect when found in

company with the strong and cultivated understanding of his successor.

Thus, for example, Frederic was as anxious as any prince could be about
the ethciency of his army. But this anxiety never degenerated into a mono-
mania, like that which led his father to pay fancy prices for giants. Frederic
was as thrifty about money as any prince or any private man ought to be.

But he did not conceive, like his father, that it was worth while to eat

unwholesome cabbages for the purpose of saving four or five rixdollars in

the year. Frederic was, we fear, as malevolent as his fatlier ; but Frederic's

•mX. enabled him often to show his malevolence in ways more decent than
those to which his father resorted, and to inflict misery and degradation by
a taunt instead of a blow. Frederic, it is true, by no means relinquished

his hereditary privilege of kicking and cudgelling. His practice, however,
as to that matter, differed in some important respects from his father's. To
Frederic William, the mere circumstance that any persons whatever, men,
women, or children, Prussians or foreigners, were within reach of his toes and
of his cane, appeared to be a sufficient reason for proceeding to belabour
them. Frederic required provocation as well as vicinity ; nor was he ever
known to inflict this paternal species of correction on any but his bom sub-

jects ; though on one occasion M. Thiebault had reason, during a few seconds,

to anticipate the high honour of being an exception to this general rule.

The character of Frederic was still very imperfectly understood either by
his subjects or by his neighbours, when events occurred which exhibited it

in a strong light. A few months after his accession died Charles the Sixth,

Emperor of Germany, the last descendant, in the male line, of the house of

Austria.

Charles left no son, and had, long before his death, relinquished all hopes
of male issue. During the latter part of his life, his principal object had
been to secure to his descendants in the female line the many crowns of the

house of Hapsburg. With this view, he had promulgated a new law of suc-

cession, widely celebrated throughout Europe under the name of the Prag-

1

matic Sanction. By virtue of this law, his daughter, the Archduchess Maria '

Theresa, wife of Francis of Loraine, succeeded to the dominions of her

ancestors.

No sovereigii has ever taken possession of a throne by a clearer title. All

the politics of the Austrian cabinet had, during twenty years, been directed

to one single end, the settlement of the succession. From every person

whose rights could he considered as injuriously affected, renunciations in the

most .solemn form had been obtained. The new law had been ratified by
the Estates of all the kingdoms and principalities which made up the great

Austrian monarchy. P^ngland, France, Spain, Russia, Poland, Prussia,

Sweden, Denmark, the Gennanic body, had bound themselves by treaty to

maintain the Pragmatic Sanction. That instrument was placed under the

protection of the public faith of the whole ci\nlised world.

Even if no positive stipulations on this subject had existed, the arrange-
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ment was one which no good man would liave been willing to disturb. Il

was a peaceable arrangement. It was an arrangement acceptable to the

great population w!ui>c happiness was chiefly concemeil. Il was an arrange-

ment which made no change in the distribution of power among the states of

Christendom. It was an arrangement which could be set aside only by means
of a general war ; and, if il were set aside, the efl'ect would be, that the equi-

librium of Europe would be deranged, that the loyal and patriotic feelings

of millions would be cruelly outraged, and tliat great provinces which had
been united for centuries would be torn from each other by main force.

The sovereigns of Europe were, therefore, bound by every obligation which
those who are intrusted with power over their fellow-creatures ought to hold
most sacred, to respect and defend the rights of the Archduchess. Her
situation and her pergonal qualities were such as might be expected to move
the mind of any generous man to pity, admiration, and chivalrous tenderness.

She was in her twenty-fourth year. Her form was majestic, her features beau-
tiful, her countenance sweet and animated, her voice musical, her deportment
gracious and dignified. In all domestic relations she was without reproach.

She was married to a husband whom she loved, and was on the point of giving
birth to a child, when death deprived her of her father. The loss of a parent,

and the new cares of empire, were too much for her in the delicate state of

her health. Her spirits were depressed, and her cheek lost its bloom. Yet
it seemed that she had little cause for anxiety. It seemed that justice, hu-
manity, and the faith of treaties would have their due v.eight, and that the
settlement so solemnly guaranteed would be quietly carried into effect. Eng-
land, Russia, Poland, and Holland, declared in form their intention to adhere
to their engagements. The French ministers made a verbal declaration to the
same effect. But from no quarter did the young (^ueen of Hungary receive

stronger assurances of friendship and support than from the King of Prussia.

Vet the King of Prussia, the Anti-Machiavel, had already fully deter-

mined to commit the great crime of violating his plighted faith, of robbing
the ally whom he was bound to defend, and of plunging all Europe into a
long, bloody, and desolating war ; and all this for no end whatever, except

^
that he might extend his dominions, and see his name in the gazettes.

'

He determined to assemble a great army with speed and secrecy, to invade
Silesia before Maria Theresa should be apprised of his design, and to add
that rich province to his kingdom.
We will not condescend to refute at length the pleas which the compiler

of the Memoirs before us has copied from Doctor Preuss. They amoimt
to this, that the house of Brandenburg had some ancient pretensions to
Silesia, and had in the previous century been compelled, by hard usage on
the part of the Court of Vienna, to waive those pretensions. It is certain
that, whoever might originally have been in the right, Prussia had sub-
mitted. Prince after prince of the house of Brandenburg had acquiesced in

the existing arrangement. Nay, the Court of Berlin had recently been
allied with that of Vienna, and had guaranteed the integrity of the
Austrian states. Is it not perfectly clear that, if antiquated daims are to
be set up against recent treaties and long possession, the world can never
be at peace for a day ? The laws of all nations have wisely established a
time of limitation, after which titles, however illegitimate in their origin,

cannot be questioned. It is felt by every body, that to eject a person from
his estate on the ground of s<jme injustice committed in the time of the
Tudors would produce all the evds which result from arbitrary confiscation,
and would make all property insecure. It concerns the commonwealth

—

so runs the legal maxim— that there be an end of litigation. And surely
this maxim is at least equally applicable to the great commonwealth of
sutes ; for in that commonwealth litigation means the devastation of pro-
vinces, the suspension of trade and industry, sieges like those of Badajoz
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and St Sebastian, pitched fields like those of Eylau and Borodino, We
hold that the transfer of Norway from Denmark to Sweden was an unjusti-

fiable proceeding ; but would the King of Denmark be therefore justified

in landing, without any new provocation, in Norway, and commencing
military operations there ? The king of Holland thinks, no doubt, that he
was unjustly deprived of the Belgian provinces. Grant that it were so.

Would he, therefore, be justified in marching Avith an army on Brussels ? The
case against Frederic was still stronger, inasmuch as the injustice of which
he complained had been committed more than a century before. Nor must
it be forgotten that he owed the highest personal obligations to the house
of Austria. It may be doubted whether his life had not been preserved by
the intercession of the prince whose daughter he was about to plunder.

To do the King justice, he pretended to no more virtue than he had.

In manifestoes he might, for form's sake, insert some idle stories about his

antiquated claim on Silesia ; but in his conversations and Memoirs he took

a very different tone. His own words are :
" Ambition, interest, the desire

^
of making people talk about me, carried the day ; and I decided for war."

Having resolved on his course, he acted with ability and vigour. It was
impossible wholly to conceal his preparations ; for throughout the Prussian

territories regiments, guns, and baggage were in motion. The Austrian

envoy at Berlin apprized his court of these facts, and expressed a suspicion

of Frederic's designs ; but the ministers of Maria Theresa refused to give

credit to so black an imputation on a young prince who was kno^vn chiefly

by his high professions of integr-ity and philanthropy. "We will not,"

they wrote, "we cannot, believe it."

In the mean time the Prussian forces had been as.sembled. Without
any declaration of war, without any demand for reparation, in the very act

of pouring forth compliments and assurances of good will, Frederic com-
menced hostilities. Many thousands of his troops were actually in Silesia

before the Queen of Hungary knew that he had set up any claim to any
part of her territories. At length he sent her a message which could be
regarded only as an insult. If she would but let him have Silesia, he

, would, he said, stand by her against any power which should try to deprive

her of her other dominions ; as if he was not already bound to stand by
her, or as if his new promise could be of more value than the old one.

It was the depth of winter. The cold was severe, and the roads heavy
with mire. But the Prussians pressed on. Resistance was impossible. The
Austrian army was then neither numerous nor efficient. The small portion of

that army which lay in Silesia was unprepared for hostilities. Glogau was
blockaded ; Breslau opened its gates ; Ohlau was evacuated. A few scattered

garrisons still held out ; but the whole open country was subjugated : no enemy
ventured to encounter the King in the field ; and, before the end of January,

1 741, he returned to receive the congratulations of his subjects at Berlin.

Had the Silesian question been merely a question between Frederic and
Maria Theresa, it would be impossible to acquit the Prassian King of

gross perfidy. But when we consider the effects which his policy produced,

and could not fail to produce, on the whole community of civilised nations,

we are compelled to pronounce a condemnation still more severe. Till

he began the war, it seemed possible, even probable, that the peace

of the world would be preserved. The plunder of the great Austrian

heritage was indeed a strong temptation ; and in mpre than one cabinet

ambitious schemes were already meditated. But the treaties by which the

Pragmatic Sanction had been guaranteed were express and recent. To
throw all Europe into confusion for a purpose clearly unjust, was no light

matter. England was true to her engagements. The voice of Fleury had
always been for peace. He had a conscience. He was now in extreme
old age, and was unwilling, after a life which, when his situation was con-



tHEDEkIC THE GREAT. 8oi

sidered, must be pronounced singularly pure, to cany the fresh stain of a
great crime before the tribunal of his God. Even the vain and unprincipled
Belle-Isle, whose whole life was one wild day-dream of conquest and
spoliation, felt that France, bound as she was by solemn stipulations, could
not, without disgrace, make a direct attack on the Austrian dominions.
Charles, Elector of Bavaria, pretended that he had a right to a large part
of the inheritance which the Pragmatic Sanction gave to the Queen of
Hungarv' ; but he was not sufficiently powerful to move without sup])ort.

It might, therefore, nt)t unreasonably be expected that, after a short period
of restlessness, all the potentates of Christendom would acquiesce in the
arrangements made by the late Emperor. But the selfish rapacity of the
King of Prussia gave the signal to his neighbours. His example quieted
their sense of shame. His success led them to underrate the difficulty of
dismemliering the Austrian monarchy. The \\hole world sprang to arms.
On the head of Frederic is all the blood which was shed in a war which
raged during many years and in every quarter of the globe, the blood of
the column of Fontenoy, the blood of the mountaineers who were slaugh-
tered at Culloden. The evils produced by his wickedness were felt in

lands where the name of Prussia was unknown ; and, in order that he
might rob a neighbour whom he had promised to defend, black men
fought on the coast of Coromandel, and red men scalped each other by
the Great Lakes of Xorth America. ^

Silesia had been occupied without a battle ; but the Austrian troops were
advancing to the relief of the fortresses which still held out. In the spring
Fretleric rejoined his army. He had .seen little of war, and had never com-
manded any great body of men in the field. It is not, therefore, strange
that his first militar)' operations showed little of that skill which, at a later
period, was the admiration of Europe. What connoisseurs say of some
j>ictures painted by Raphael in his youth, may be said of this campaign. It

was in Frederic's early bad manner. Fortunately for him, the generals to
whom he was opposed were men of small capacity. The discipline of his
own troops, particularly of the infantry, was unequalled in that age ; and
some able and experienced officers were at hand to assist him with their
advice. Of these, the most distinguished was Field-Marshal Schwerin, a
brave adventurer of Pomeranian extraction, who had served half the govern-
ments in Europe, had borne the commissions of the States General of Hol-
land and of the Duke of Mecklenburg, had fought under Marlborough at
Blenheim, and had been with Charles the Twelfth at Bender.

Frederic's first battle was fought at Molwitz : and never did the career
of a great commander open in a more inauspicious manner. His army was
victorious. Not only, however, did he not establish his title to the character
of an able general ; but he was so unfortunateas to make it doubtful whether
he possessed the vulgar courag'- of a soldier. The cavalry, which he com-
manded in person, was put to flight. Unaccustomed t(j the tumult and
carnage of a field of battle, he lost his self-possession, and listened too readily
to those who urged him to save himself. His English grey carried him many
miles from the field, while Schwerin, though wounded in two ])laces, man-
fully upheld the day. The skill of the old Field-Marshal and the steadiness
of the Prussian battalions prevailed ; and the Austrian army was driven from
the field with the loss of eight thousand men.
The news was carried late at night to a mill in which the King had taken

shelter. It gave him a bitter pang. He was successful ; but he owed his

success to dispositions which others had made, and to the val(jur of men
who had fought while he was flying. So unpromising was the first appear-
ance of the greatest warrior of that age.

The battle of Molwitz wxs the signal for a general ex])losion throughout
Europe. Bavaria took up arms. France not yet declaring herself a prin-
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cipal in the war, took part in it as an ally of Bavaria. The two great states-

men to whom mankind had owed many years of tranquillity, disappeared
about this time from the scene, but not till they had both been guilty of the

weakness of sacrificing their sense of justice and their love of peace to the

vain hope of preserving their power. Fleury, sinking under age and infir-

mity, was borne down by the impetuosity of Belle-Isle. Walpole retired

from the service of his ungrateful country to his woods and paintings at

Houghton ; and his power devolved on the daring and eccentric Carteret.

As were the ministers, so were the nations, Tiiirty years during which
Europe had, with few interruptions, enjoyed repose, had prepared the public

mind for great military efforts. A new generation had grown up, which
could not remember the siege of Turin or the slaughter of Malplaquet

;

which knew war by nothing but its trophies ; and which, while it looked
with pride on the tapestries at Blenheim, or the statue in the Place of

Victories, little thought by what privations, by what waste of private for-

tunes, by how many bitter tears, conquests must be purchased.

For a time fortune seemed adverse to the Queen of Hungary. Frederic

invaded Moravia. The French and Bavarians penetrated into Bohemia,
and were there joined by the Saxons. Prague was taken. The Elector of

Bavaria was raised by the suffrages of his colleagues to the Imperial throne,

a throne which the practice of centuries had almost entitled the House of

Austria to regard as a hereditary possession.

Yet was the spirit of the haughty daughter of the Caesars unbroken.
Hungary was still hers by an unquestionable title ; and although her ances-

tors had found Hungary the most mutinous of all their kingdoms, she
resolved to trust herself to the fidelity of a people, rude indeed, turbulent,

and impatient of oppression, but brave, generous, and simple-hearted. In
the midst of distress and peril she had given birtli to a son, afterwards the

Emperor Joseph the Second. Scarcely had she risen from her couch, when
she hastened to Presburg. There, in the sight of an innumerable multitude,

she v/as crowned with the crown and robed with the robe of St Stephen.
No spectator could restrain his tears when the beautiful young mother, still

weak from child-bearing, rode, after the fashion of her fathers, up the mount
of Defiance, unsheathed the ancient sword of state, shook it towards north
and south, east and west, and, with a glow on her pale face, challenged the

four corners of the world to dispute her rights and those of her boy. At the
first sitting of the Diet she appeared clad in deep mou.'ning for her father,

and in pathetic and dignified words, implored her people to support her just

cause. Magnates and deputies sprang up, half drew their sabres, and with
eager voices vowed to stand by her with their lives and fortunes. Till then,

her firmness had never once forsaken her before the public eye : but at that

.shout she sank down upon her throne, and wept aloud. Still more touching
was the sight when, a few days later, she came again before the Estates of

her realm, and held up before them the little Archduke in her arms. Then it

was that the entliusiasm of Hungary broke forth into that war-cry which soon
resounded throughout Europe, " Let us die for our King, Maria Theresa !

"

In the mean time, Frederic was meditating a change of policy. He had
no wish to raise France to supreme power on the continent, at the expense
of the house of Hapsburg. His first object was to rob the Queen of

Hungary. His second object was that, if possible, nobody should rob her.,

but liimself. He had entered into engagements with the powers leagiied

against Austria ; but these engagements were in his estimation of no more
force than the guarantee formerly given to the Pragmatic Sanction. His
plan now was to secure his share of the plunder by l)etraying his accomplices.

Maria Theresa was little inclined to listen to any such compromise ; but the

English government represented to her so strongly the necessity of buying
off Frederic, that she agreed to negotiate. The negotiation would not, how-
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ever, have ended in a treaty, had not the arms of Frederic been crowned
with a second victory. Prince Charles of Ix>raine, brother-in-law to Maria
Theresa, a bold and active though unfortunate general, gave battle to the

Prussians at Chotusitz, and was defeated. The king was still only a learner

of the military art. He acknowledged, at a later period, that his success on
this occasion was to be attributed, not at all to his own generalship, but

solely to the valour and steadiness of his troops. He completely effaced,

however, by his personal courage and enei^, the stain which Molwitz had
left on his reputation.

A peace, concluded under the English mediation, was the fruit of this

battle. Maria Theresa ceded Silesia : Frederic abandoned his allies : Saxony
followed his example ; and the Queen was left at liberty to turn her whole
force against France and Ba\-aria. She was every where triumphant. The
French were compelled to evacuate Bohemia and with difficulty effected

their escape. The whole line of their retreat might be tracked by the corpses

of thousands who had died of cold, fatigue, and hunger. Many of those who
reached their countr>' carried with them the seeds of death. Bavaria was
overrun by bands of ferocious warriors from that bloody debatable land which
lies on the frontier between Christendom and Islam. The terrible names of

the Pandoor, the Croat, and the Hussar, then first became familiar to western

Europe. The unfortunate Charles of Bavaria, vanquished by Austria, be-

trayed by Prussia, driven from his hereditary states, and neglected by his

allies, was hurried by shame and remorse to an untimely end. An English

army appeared in the heart of Clennany and defeated the French at Det-

tingen. ITie Austrian captains already began to talk of completing the work
of Marllorough and Eugene, and of compielling France to relinquish Alsace
and the three Bishoprics.

The Court of Versailles, in this peril, looked to Frederic for help. He
had been guilty of two great treasons : perhaps he might be induced to

commit a third. The Duchess of Chateauroux then held the chief influence

over the feeble Le'wis. She determined to send an agent to Berlin ; and
Voltaire was .selected for the mission. He eagerly undertook the task ; for,

while his literary fame filled all Europe, he was troubled with a childish

craving for political distinction. He was vain, and not without reason, of

his address, and of iiis insmuating eloquence ; and he flattered himself that

he posses-sed boundless influence over the King of Prussia. The truth was
that he knew, as yet, only one comer of Frederic's character. He was well

acquainted with all the petty vanities and affectations of the poetaster ; but
was not aware that these foibles were united with all the talents and vices

which lead to success in active life, and that the unlucky versifier who pes-

tered him with reams of middling Alexandrines, was the most vigilant, sus-

picious, and severe of politicians.
^

Voltaire was received with every mark of respect and friendship, was .

lodged in the palace, and had a seat daily at the royal table. The nego-

tiation was of an extraordinary description. Nothing can be conceived

more whimsical than the conferences which took place between the first

literary man and the first practical man of the age, whom a strange weak-
nc-ss had induced to exchange their parts. The great poet would talk of

nothing but treaties and guarantees, and the great King of nothing but

metaphors and rhymes. On one occasion Voltaire put into his Majesty's

hand a paper on the state of Europe, and received it back with verses

scrawled on the margin. In secret they both laughed at each other.

Voltaire did not spare the King's poems ; and the King has left on record

his opinion of Voltaire's diplomacy. " He had no credentials," says

Frederic, "and the whole mis.sion was a joke, a mere farce."

But what the influence of Voltaire could not effect, the rapid progress of

the Austrian arms effected. If it should be in the power of Maria "Theresa
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and George the Second to dictate terms of peace to France, what cliance was
there that Pioissia would long retain Silesia ? Frederic's conscience told him
that he had acted perfidiously and inhumanly towards the Queen of Hungary.
That her resentment was strong she had given ample proof ; and of her

respect for treaties he judged by his own. Guarantees, he said, were mere
filigree, pretty to look at, but too brittle to bear the slightest pressure. He
thought it his safest course to ally himself closely to France, and again to

attack the Empress Queen. Accordingly, in the autumn of 1744, without
notice, without any decent pretext, he recommenced hostilities, maixhed
through the electorate of Saxony without troubling himself about the per-

mission of the Elector, invaded Bohemia, took Prague, and even menaced
Vienna.

It was now that, for the first time, he experienced the inconstancy of

fortune. An Austrian army under Charles of Loraine threatened his com-
munications with Silesia. Saxony was all in arms behind him. He found
it necessary to .save himself by a retreat. He afterwards owned that his

failure was the natural effect of his own blunders. No general, he said, had
ever committed greater faults. It must be added, that to the reverses of

this campaign he always ascribed his subsequent successes. It was in the

midst of difficulty and disgrace that he caught the first clear glimpse of the

principles of the military art.

The memorable year 1 745 followed. The war raged by sea and land, in

Italy, in Germany, and in Flanders ; and even England, after many years

of profoimd internal quiet, saw, for the last time, hostile armies set in battle

array against each other. This year is memorable in the life of Frederic,

as the date at which his novitiate in the art of war may be said to have
terminated. There have been great captains whose precocious and self-

taught military skill resembled intuition. Conde, Clive, and Napoleon are

examples. But Frederic was not one of these brilliant portents. His pro-

ficiency in militaiy science was simply the proficiency which a man of

vigorous faculties makes in any science to which he applies his mind with

earnestness and industry. It was at Hohenfriedberg that he first proved
how much he had profited by his errors, and by their consequences. His
victory on that day was chiefly due to his skilful dispositions, and convinced

Europe that the prince who, a few years before, had stood aghast in the

rout of Molwitz, had attained in the military art a mastery equalled by none
of his contemporaries, or equalled by Saxe alone. The victory of Hohen-
friedberg was speedily followed by that of Sorr.

In the mean time, the arms of France had been victorious in the Low
Countries. Frederic had no longer reason to fear that Maria Theresa would
be able to give law to Europe, and he began to meditate a fourth breach of

his engagements. The Court of Versailles was alanncd and mortified. A
letter of earnest expostulation, in the handwriting of Lewis, was sent to

Berlin; but in vain. In the autumn of 1745, Frederic made peace with
Ei:gland, and, before the close of the year, with Austria also. The preten-

sions of Chatles of Bavaria could present no obstacle to an accommodation.
That unhappy prince was no more ; and Francis of Loraine, the husband
of Maria Theresa, was raised, with the general assent of the Germanic body,
to the Imperial throne.

Prussia was again at peace ; but the European war lasted till, in the year

1 748, it was terminated by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. Of all the powers
that had taken part in it, the only gainer was Frederic. Not only had he
added to his patrimony the fine province of Silesia : he had, by his unprin-

cijjled dexterity, succeeded so well in alternately depressing the scale of

Austria and that of France, that he was generally regarded as holding the

balance of Eukope, a high dignity for one who ranked lowest among kings,

and whose great-grandfather had been no more than a Margrave. By the
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public, the King of Prussia wxs considered as a politician destitute alike of

morality and decency, insatiably rapacious, and shamelessly false ; nor was
the public much in the wrong. He was at the same time allowed to be a

man of parts, a rising general, a shrewd negotiator and administrator. Those
qualities wherein he surpassed all mankind, were as yet unknown to others

or to himself ; for they were qualities which shine out only on a dark ground.

His career had hitherto, with little interniption, been prosperous ; and it

was only in adversity, in adversity which seemed without hope or resource,

in adversity which would have overwhelmed even men celebrated for strength

of mind, that his real greatness could be shown.

He had, from the commencement of his reign, applied himself to public

business aftera fashion unknown among kings. Lewisthe Fourteenth, indeed,

had been his own prime minister, and had exercised a general superintendence

over all the departments of the govenmient ; but this was not sufficient for

Frederic. He was not content with being his own prime minister : he
would be his own sole ministej/ Under him there was no room, not merely

for a Richelieu or a Mazarin, but for a Colbert, a Louvois, or a Torcy. A
love of labour for its own sake, a restless and insatiable long^ing to dictate,

to intermeddle, to make his jiower felt, a profound scorn and distrust of his

fellow-creatures, made him unwilling to ask counsel, to confide important

secrets, to delegate ample powers. The highest functionaries under his

government were mere clerks, and were not so much trusted by him as

valuable clerks are often trusted by the heads of departments. He was his

own treasurer, his own commander-in-chief, his own intendent of public

works, his own minister for trade and justice, for home affairs and foreign

affairs, his own mxster of the horse, steward, and chamberlain. Matters

of which no chief of an office in any other government would ever hear were,

in this singular monarchy, decided by the King in person. If a traveller

wished for a good place to see a review, he had to write to Frederic, and
received next day, from a royal messenger, Frederic's answer signed by
Frederic's own hand. This was an extravagant, a morbid activity. The
public business would assuredly have been better done if each department

nad been put under a man of talents and integrity, and if the King had con-

tented himself with a general control. In this manner the advantages which
belong to unity of design, and the advantages which belong to the division

of labour, would have been to a great extent combined. But such a system

would not have suited the peculiar temper of Frederic. He could tolerate .

no will, no reason, in the state, save his own. He wished for no abler

assistance than that of penmen who had just understanding enough to

translate and transcribe, to make out his scrawls, and to put his concise ^'es

and No into an official form. Of the higher intellectual faculties, there is

as much in a cojjying machine, or a lithographic press, as he required from

a secretary of the cabinet.

His own exertions were such as were hardly to be expected from a human
body or a human mind. At Potsdam, his ordinary residence, he ro>e at

three in summer and four in winter. A page soon appeared, with a large

ba.sket full of all the letters which had arrived for the King by the last

courier, despatches from ambassadors, reports from officers of revenue, plans

of buildings, ])roposals for draining marshes, complaints from persons who
thought themselves aggrieved, applications from persons who wanted titles,

military commissions, and civil situations. He examined the seals with a

keen eye ; for he was never for a moment free from the suspicion that some
fraud might be practised on him. Then he read the lettei-s, divided them
into several paclcets, and signified his pleasure, generally by a mark, \)ften

by two or three words, now and then by some cutting epigram. By eight

he had generally finished this part of his task. The adjutant-general was

then in attendance, and received instructions for the day as to all the mill-
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tary arrangements of the kingdom. Then the King went to review his

guards, not as kings ordinarily review their guards, but wth the minute
attention and severity of an old drill-sergeant. In the mean time the four

cabinet secretaries had been employed in answering the letters on which the
King had that morning signified his will. These unhappy men were forced

to work all the year lound like negro slaves in the time of the sugar-crop.

They never had a holiday. They never knew what it was to dine. It was
necessary that, before they stirred, they should finish the whole of their

work. The King, always on liis guard against treachery, took from the

heap a handful of letters at random, and looked into them to see whether
his instructions had been exactly followed. This was no bad security against

foul play on the part of the secretaries ; for if one of them were detected in

a trick, he might think himself fortunate if he escaped with five years of im-
prisonment in a dungeon. Frederic then signed the replies, and all were
sent off the same evening.

The general principles on which this strange government was conducted,
deserve attention. The policy of Frederic was essentially the same as his

father's ; but Frederic, while he carried that policy to lengths to which his

father never thought of caiTying it, cleared it at the same time from the al)-

surdities with which his father had encumbered it. The King's first object

was to have a great, efficient, and well-trained army. He had a kingdom
which in extent and population was hardly in the second rank of European
powers ; and yet he aspired to a place not inferior to that of the sovereigns

of England, France, and Austria. For that end it was necessary that Prussia

should be all sting. Lewis the Fifteenth, with five times as many subjects

as Frederic, and more than five times as large a revenue, had not a more
formidable army. The proportion which the soldiers in Prussia bore to the

people seems hardly credible. Of the males in the vigour of life, a seventh

part were probalDly under arms ; and this great force had, by drilling, by
reviewing, and by the unsparing use of cane and scourge, been taught to

perform all evolutions with a rapidity and a precision which would have
astonished Villars or Eugene. The elevated feelings which are necessary to

the best kind of army were then wanting to the Prussian service. In those

ranks were not found the religious and political enthusiasm which inspired the

pikemen of Cromwell, the patriotic ardour, the devotion to a great leader,

which inflamed the Old Guard of Napoleon. But in all the mechanical

parts of the military calling, the Prussians were as superior to the English and
French troops of that day as the English and French troops to a rustic militia.

Though the pay of the Prussian soldier was small, though every rixdollar

of extraordinary charge was scrutinised by Frederic vvith a vigilance and sus-

picion such as Mr Joseph Ilume never brought to the examination of an army
estimate, the expense of such an establishment was, for the means of the

country, enormous. In order that it might not be utterly ruinous, it was
necessary that every other expense should be cut down to the lowest pos-

sible point. Accordingly Frederic, though his dominions bordered on the

sea, had no navy. He neither had nor wished to have colonies. His judges,

his fiscal officers, were meanly paid. His ministers at foreign courts walked
on foot or drove shabby old carriages till the axletrees gave way. Even to

his highest diplomatic agents, who resided at London and Paris, he allowed

less than a thousand pounds sterling a year. The royal household was
managed with a frugality unusual in the establishments of opulent subjects,

unexampled in any other palace. The King loved good eatin? and drink-

ing, and during great part of his life took pleasure in seeing his table sur-

rounded by guests
;
yet the whole charge of his kitchen was brought within

the sum of two thousand pounds sterling a year. He examined eveiy extra-

ordinary item with a care which might be thought to suit the mistress of a

boarding house better than a great prince. When more than four rixdollars
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were asked of him for a hundred oysters, he stormed as if he had heard that

one of his ijeiierals had sold a fortress to the Empress Queen. Not a bottle

of Champagne was uncorked without iiis express order. J'lie game of the

royal parks and forests, a serious head of expenditure in most kingdoms, was

to him a source of profit. The whole was farmed out ; and though the

farmers were almost ruined by their contract, the king would grant them no

remission. His wardrobe consisted of one fine gala dress, which lasted him

all his life ; of two or three old coats fit for Nlonniouth Street, of yellow

waistcoats soiled with snutT, and of huge hoots cmbrt)wned by time. C~)ne

ta.ste alone sometimes allured him beyond the limits of parsimony, nay, even

beyond the limits of piiidence, the taste for building. In all other things^'

his economy was such as we might call by a harsher name, if we did not]

reflect that his funds were drawn from a heavily taxed people, and that it

was impossible for him without excessive tyranny, to keep up at once a for-

midable army and a splendid court.

Consideretl as an administrator, Frederic had undoubtedly many titles to

praise. Order was strictly maintained throughout his dominions. Property

was secure. A great liberty of speaking and writing was allowed. Confident

in the irresistible strength derived from a great army, the King looked down
on malcontents and libellers with a wise disdain ; and gave little encourage-

ment to spies and informers. WTien he was told of the disaffection of one of

his subject.s he merely asked, " How many thousand men can he bring into

the held ? " He once saw a crowd staring at something on a wall. He rode

up and found that the object of curiosity was a scurrilous placard against him-

self. The placard had been posted up so high that it was not easy to read

it. Frederic ordered his attendants to take it down and put it lower. " My
people and I," he said, "have come to an agreement which satisfies us both.

ITiey are to say what they please, and I am to do what I please." No
person would have dared to publish in London satires on George the Second

approaching to the atrocity of those satires on Frederic, which the book-

sellers at Berlin sold with impunity. One bookseller sent to the palace a

copy of the most stinging lampoon that perhaps was ever written in the

world, the Memoirs of Voltaire, published by Beaumarchais, and asked for

his majesty's orders. " Do not advertise it in an ofiensive manner," said

the King ;
" but sell it by all means. I hope it will pay you well." Even

among statesmen accustomed to the license of a free press, such steadfast-

ness of mind as this is not very common.
It is due also to the memory of Frederic to say that he earnestly laboured

to secure to his people the great blessing of -cheap and speedy justice. He
was one of the first rulers who abolished the cniel and absurd practice of

torture. Xo sentence of death, pronounced by the ordinary tribunals, was
executed without his sanction ; and his sanction, except in cases of murder,

wa-s rarely given. Towards his troops he acted in a very diflferent manner.

Military offences were punished with such barbarous scourging that to be shot

was considerefl by the Prussian soldier as a secondary punishment. Indeed,

the principle which pervaded Frederic's whole policy was this, that the

more severely the army is governed, the safer it is to treat the rest of the

community with lenity.

Religious perseaition was unknown under his government, unless some
foolish and unjust restrictions which lay upon the Jews may be regarded as

forming an exception. His policy with respect to the Catholics of Silesia

presented an honourable contrast to the policy which, under very similar

circumstances, England long followed with respect to the Catholics of Ire-

land. Every form of religion and irreligion found an asylum in his states.

The scoffer whom the parliaments of France had sentenced to a cruel death,

was consoled by a commission in the Pr.is^inn <;cr%-ice. The Je'^it who lould

show his face nowhere else, who in Britain was still subject to penal laws.
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who was proscribed by France, Spain, Portugal, and Naples, who had been
given up even by the Vatican, found safety and the means of subsistence in

the Prussian dominions.
Most of the vices of Frederic's administration resolve themselves into one

vice, the spirit of meddling. The indefatigable activity of his intellect, his
dictatorial temper, his military habits, all inclined him to this great fault,

He drilled his people as he drilled his grenadiers. Capital and industiy were
diverted from their natural direction by a crowd of preposterous regulations.

There was a monopoly of coffee, a monopoly of tobacco, a monopoly of re-

fined sugar. The public money, ofwhich the King was generally so sparing,

was lavishly spent in ploughing bogs, in planting mulberry trees amidst the
sand, in bringing sheep from Spain to improve the Saxon wool, in bestowing
prizes for fine yarn, in building manufactories of porcelain, manufactories of
carpets, manufactories of hardware, manufactories of lace. Neither the ex-
perience of other rulers, nor his own, could ever teach him that something
more than an edict and a giant of public money was required to create a
Lyons, a Brussels, or a Birmingham.
For his commercial policy, however, there were some excuse. He had on

his side illustrious examples and popular prejudice. Grievously as he erred,

he erred in company with his age. In other departments his meddling was
altogether without apology. He interfered with the course of justice as well
as with the course of trade ; and set up his own crude notions of equity against

the law as expounded by the unanimous voice of the gravest magistrates. It

never occurred to him that men whose lives were passed in adjudicating on
questions of civil right were more likely to form correct opinions on such ques-

tions than a prince whose attention was divided among a thousand objects,

and who had never read a law-book through. The resistance opposed to him
by the tribunals inflamed him to fury. He reviled his Chancellor. He kicked
the shins of his Judges. He did net, it is true, intend to act unjustly. He
firmly believed that he was doing right, and defending the cause of the poor
against the wealthy. Yet this well meant meddling probal)ly did far more
harm than all the explosions of his evil passions during the whole of his long
reign. We could make shift to live under a debauchee or a tyrant ; but to

be ruled by a busybody is more than human nature can bear.

The same passion for directing and regulating appeared in every part of the
King's policy. Every lad of a certain station in life was forced to go to cer-

tain schools within the Prussian dominions. If a young Prussian repaired,

though but for a few weeks, to Leyden or Gottingen for the purpose of study,

the offence was punished with civil disabilities, and sometimes with the con-
fiscation of property. Nobody was to travel without the royal permi-^sion. If

the permission were granted, the pocket-money of the tourist was fixed by
royal ordinance. A merchant might take \vilh him two hundred and fifty rix-

dollars in gold, a noble Avas allowed to take four hundred ; for it may be ob-
served, in passing, that Frederic studiously kept up the old distinction between
the nobles and the community. In speculation, he.was a French philosopher,

but in action, a German prince. He talked and wrote about the privileges

of blood in the style of Sieyes ; but in practice no chapter in the empire looked
with a keener eye to genealogies and quarterings.

Such was Frederic the Ruler. But there was another Frederic, the Frede-

ric of Rheinsberg, tlie fiddler and flute-player, the poetaster and metaphysi-

cian. Amidst the cares of state the King had retained his passion for music,

for reading, for writing, for literary society. To these amusements he devoted

all the time that he could snatch from the business of war and government

:

and perhaps more light is thrown on his character by what passed during his

hours of relaxation, than by his battles or his laws.

It was the just boast of Schiller that, in his countr}', no Augustus, no Lo-
renzo, had watched over the infancy of poetiy. The rich and energetic Ian-
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puageof Luther, lirivenbythe Latin froni_the schools of pedants, and by the
French from the palaces of kinps, had taken refuge among the people. Of
the pt)wers of that language Frederic had no notion. lie generally spoke of

it, and of those who used it, with the contempt of ignorance. His library

consisted of French lx>oks : at his table nothing was heard but French con-

versation. The associates of his hours of relaxation were, for the most part,

foreigners. Britain furnished to the royal circle two distinguished men, bom
in the highest rank, and driven by civil dissensions from the land to which,

under happier circumstances, their talents and virtues might have been a source

of strength and glory, (ieorge Keith, Earl Marischal of Scotland, had taken
arms for the house of Stu.irt in 1715 ; and his younger brother James, then

only seventeen years old, had fciught gallantly by his side. When all was lost

tliey retired together to the Continent, roved from country to countiy, served

under various standards, and so bore themselves as to win the respect and good
will of many who had no love for the Jacobite cause. Their long wanderings
terminated at Potsdam ; nor had Frederic any associates who deserved or

obtainefl so large a share of his esteem. They were not only accomplished
men, but nobles and warriors, capable of ser^•ing him in war and diplomacy,

as well as of amusing him at supper. Alone of all his companions ihey appear
never to have had reason to complain of his demeanour towards them. Some
of those who knew the palace l)est pronounced that the Lord ^L^rischal was
the only human being whom Frederic ever really loved.

Italy sent to the parties at I'otsdam the ingenious and amiable Algarotti,

and Bastiani. the most crafty, cautious, and servile of Abbes. But the greater

part of the society which Frederic had assembled round him, was drawn from
France. Maupertuis liad acquired some celebrity by the journey which he
had made to Lapland, for the purpose ofascertaining, by actual measurement,
the shape of our planet. He was placed in the chair of the Academy of Ber-

lin, a humble imitation ofthe renowned academy of Paris. BaculardD'Arnaud,
a young poet, who was thought to have given promise of great things, had
been induced to quit his country, and to reside at the Prussian Court. The
Marquess D'Argens was among the King's favourite companions, on account,
a.s it should seem, ofthe strong opposition between their characters. The parts

of D'Argens were good, .and his manners those of a finished French gentle-

man ; but his whole soul was dissolved in sloth, timidity, and self-indulgence.

His wa.s one of that abject class of minds which arc superstitious without being
religious. Hating Christianity with a rancour which made him incapable of

rational enquiry, unable to see in the hannony and beauty of the universe the

traces of divine power and wisdom, he was the slave of dreams and omens,
would not sit down to table with thirteen in company, turned pale if the salt

fell towards him. begged his guests not to cross their knives and forks on their

plates, and would not for the world commence a journey on Friday. His health
was a subject of constant anxiety to him. Whenever his head ached, or his

pulse beat quick, his dastardly fears and cfTcminate precautions were the jest

ofall Berlin. All this suited the King's purpose admirably. I le wanted some-
body by whom he might l)e amused, and whom he might despise. When he
wished to pass half an hour in easy polished conversation, D'Argens was an
excellent companion ; when he wanted to vent his spleen and contempt,
D'.\rgens was an excellent butt.

With these associates, and others of the same class, Frederic loved to

spend the time which he could steal from public cares. He wished his

supper-parties to lie gay and easy. He invited his guests to lay aside all

restraint, and to forget that he was at the head of a hundred and sixty thou-
sand soldiers, and was absolute master of the life and liberty of all who sat

at meat with him. There was, therefore, at these parties the outward show
of ease. The wit and learning of the company were ostentatiously displayed.

The discussions on history and literature were often highly interesting. But
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the absurdity of all the religions koo^vn among men was the chief topic of

conversation ; and the audacity with which doctrines and names venerated

throughout Christendom were treated on these occasions startled even per-

sons accustomed to the society of French and English freethinkers. Real
liberty, however, or real affection, was in this brilliant society not to be
found. Absolute kings seldom have friends : and Frederic's faults were
such as, even where perfect equality exists, make friendship- exceedingly

precarious. He had indeed many qualities, which, on a first acquaintance,

were captivating. His conversation was lively ; his manners, to those whom
he desired to please, were even caressing. No man could flatter with more
delicacy. No man succeeded more completely in inspiring those who
approached him with vague hopes of some great advantage from his kind-

ness. But under this fair exterior he was a tyrant, suspicious, disdainful,

and malevolent. He had one taste which may be pardoned in a boy, but

which, when habitually and deliberately indulged by a man of mature age
and strong understanding, is almost invariably the sign of a bad heart, a

taste for severe practical jokes. If a courtier was fond of dress, oil was
flung over his richest suit. If he was fond of money, some prank was
invented to make him disburse more than he could spare. If he was hypo-
chondriacal, he was made to believe that he had the dropsy. If he had
particularly set his heart on visiting a place, a letter was forged to frighten

him from going thither. These things, it may be said, are trifles. They are

so ; but they are indications, not to be mistaken, of a nature to which the

sight of human suffering and human degradation is an agreeable excitement.

Frederic had a keen eye for the foibles of others, and loved to communi-
cate his discoveries. He had some talent for sarcasm, and considerable

skill in detecting the sore places where sarcasm would be most acutely felt.

His vanity, as well as his malignity, found gratification in the vexation and
confusion of those who smarted under his caustic jests. Yet in truth his

success on these occasions belonged quite as much to the king as to the wit.

We read that Commodus descended, sword in hand, into the arena against

a wretched gladiator, aiTned only with a foil of lead, and, after shedding the

blood of the helpless victim, struck medals to commemorate the inglorious

victory. The triumphs of Frederic in the war of repartee were of much the

same kind. How to deal with him was the most puzzling of questions. To
appear constrained in his presence was to disobey his commands, and to

spoil his amusement. Yet if his associates were enticed by his graciousness

to indulge in the familiarity of a cordial intimacy, he was certain to make
them repent of their presumption by some cruel humiliation. To resent his

affronts was perilous
;
yet not to resent them was to deserve and to invite

them. In his view, those who mutinied were insolent and ungrateful ; those

who submitted were curs made to receive bones and kickings with the same
fawning patience. It is, indeed, difficult to conceive how anything short of

the rage of hunger should have induced men to bear the misery of being the

associates of the Great King. It was no lucrative poTu His Majesty was
as severe and economical in his friendships as in the other charges of his

establishment, and as unlikely to give a rixdollar too much for his guests as

for his dinners. The sum which he allowed to a poet or a philosopher was
the veiy smallest sum for which such poet or philosopher could be induced

to sell himself into slavery ; and the bondsman might think himself fortunate,

if what had been so grudgingly given was not, after years of suffering, mdely
and arbitrarily \vithdrawn.

Potsdam was, in truth, what it was called by one of its most illustrious

inmates, the Palace of Alcina. At the first glance it .seemed to he a delight-

ful spot, where every intellectual and physical enjoyment awaited the happy
adventurer. Fvery new coiner was received with e.ager hospitality, intoxi-

cated with flattery, encouraged to expect i)r(.sperily and greatness. It was
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in vain that a long succession of favourites who had entered that abode with

delight and hope, and who, after a sliort term of ilelasive happiness, had
been doomed to expiate their folly by years of wretchedness and degrada-

tion, raised their voices to warn the aspirant who approached the charmed
threshold. Some had wisdom enough to discover the truth early, and spirit

enough to fly without looking back ; others lingered on to a cheerless and
unhonoured old age. We have no hesitation in saying that the poorest

author oi that time in London, sleeping on a bulk, dining in a cellar, with

a cravat of paper, and a skewer for a shirt-pin, was a happier man than any
of the literary inmates of Frederic's court.

But of all who entered the enchanted garden in the inebriation of delight,

and quitted it in agonies of rage and shame, the most remarkable was
Voltaire. Many ciicunistances had made hmi desirous of finding a home
at a distance from his country. His fame had raised him up enemies. His
sensibility gave them a formidable advantage over him. They were, indeed,

conieiaptiblc assailants. Of all that they wrote against him, nothing has

survived except what he has himself preserved. But the constitution of his

mind resembled the constitution of those bodies in which the slightest scratch

of a bramble, or the bite of a gnat, never fails to fester. Though his repu-

tation was rather raised than lowered by the abuse of such writers as Freron
and Desfontaines, though the vengeance which he took on Freron and Des-
fontaines was such, that scourging, branding, pillorying, would have been a

tntle to it, there is reason to believe that they gave hirn far more pain tlian

he ever gave them. Though he enjoyed during his own lifetime the repu-

tation of a cla-ssic, though he was extolled by his contemporaries above
all poets, philo>ophers and historians, though his works were read with as

much delight and admiration at Moscow and Westminster, at Florence and
Stockholm, as at Paris itself, he was yet tormented by that restless jealousy

w hich should seem to belong only to minds burning with the desire of fame,

and yet conscious of impotence. To men of letters who could by no possi-

bility be his rivals, he was, if they behaved well to him, not merely just, not
merely courteous, but often a hearty friend and a munificent benefactor.

But to every writer who rose to a celelirity approaching his own, he became
either a di-guised or an avowed enemy. He slily depreciated Montesquieu
and Buffon. He pubhcly, and with violent outrage, made war on Rousseau.
Nor had he the art of hiding his feelings under the .semblance of good
humour or of contempt. With all his great talents, and all his long experi-

ence of the world, he had no more self-command than a petted child or a
hysterical woman. Whenever he was mortified, he exhausted the whole
rhetoric of anger and sorrow to express his mortification. His torrents of

bitter words, his stamping and cursing, his grimaces and his tears of rage,

were a rich feast to those abject natures, whose delight is in the agonies of
powerful sj)irits and in the abasement of immortal names. These creatures

had now found out a way of galling him to the very quick. In one walk, at

least, it had been admitted by envy itself that he was without a living com-
petitor. Since Racine had been laid among the great men whose dust made
•Jie holy precinct of Tort Royal holier, no tragic poet had appeared who
could contest the palm with the author of Zaire, of Alzire, and of Merope.
At length a rival was announced. Old Crebil^on, who, many years before,

had obtained some theatrical success, and who had long been forgotten,

came forth from his garret in one of the meanest lanes near the Rue St
Antoine, and wxs welcomed by the acclamations of envious men of letters,

and of a capricious populace. A thing called Catiline, which he ha<l written

in his retirement, wxs acted with boundless applause. Of this execrable

piece it is sufficient to say, that the plot turns on a love affair, carried on in

all the forms of Scudery, between Catiline, whose confidant is the Prsetot

Lentulus, and Tuilia, the daughter of Cicero. The theatre resounded with
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acclamations. The king pensioned the successful poet ; and the coffee-

houses pronounced that Voltaire was a clever man, but that the real tragic
inspiration, the celestial fire which had glowed in Comeille and Racine, was
to be found in Crebillon alone.

The blow went to Voltaire's heart. Had his wisdom and fortitude been
in proportion to the fertility of his intellect, and to the brilliancy of his wit,
he would have seen that it was out of the power of all the puffers and de-
tractors in Europe to put Catiline above Zaire ; but he had none of the
magnanimous patience with which Milton and Bentley left their claims to
the unerring judgment of time. He eagerly engaged in an undignified com-
petition with Crebillon, and produced a series of plays on the same subjects
which his rival had treated. These pieces were coolly received. Angry
with the court, angry with the capital, Voltaire began to find pleasure in

the prospect of exile. His attachment for Madame du Chatelet long pre-
vented him from executing his purpose. Her death set him at liberty ; and
he determined to take refuge at Berlin.

To Berlin he was invited by a series of letters couched in terms of the most
enthusiastic friendship and admiration. For once the rigid parsimony of
Frederic seemed to have relaxed. Orders, honourable offices, a liberal

pension, a well-served table, stately apartments under a royal roof, were
offered in return for the pleasure and honour which were expected from the
society of the first wit of the age. A thousand louis were remitted for the
charges of the journey. No ambassador setting out from Berlin for a court
of the first rank, had ever been more amply supplied. But Voltaire was not
satisfied. At a later period, when he possessed an ample fortune, he was one
of the most liberal of men ; but till his means had become equal to his wishes,
his greediness for lucre was unrestrained either by justice or by shame. He
had the effrontery to ask for a thousand louis more, in order to enable him
to bring his niece, Madame Denis, the ugliest of coquettes, in his company.
The indelicate rapacity of the poet produced its natural effect on the
severe and fnigal King. The answer was a dry refusal. " I did not," said
his Majesty, "solicit the honour of the lady's society." On this, Voltaire
went off into a paroxysm of childish rage. " Was there ever such avarice ?

He has hundreds of tubs full of dollars in his vaults, and haggles with me
about a poor thousand louis." It seemed that the negotiation would be
broken off; but Frederic, with great dexterity, affected indifference, and
seemed inclined to transfer his idolatrj' to Baculard d'Amaud. His Majesty
even wrote some bad verses, of which the sense was, that Voltaire was a
setting sun, and that Amaud was rising. Good-natured friends soon carried

the lines to Voltaire. He was in his bed. He jumped out in his shirt,

danced about the room with rage, and sent for his passport and his post-

horses. It was not difficult to foresee the end of a connexion which had
such a beginning.

It was in the year 1 750 that Voltaire left the great capital, v/hich he was not
to see again till, after the lapse of near thirty years, he returned, bowed down
by extreme old age, to die in the midst of a splendid and ghastly triumph.
Ilis reception in Prussia was such as might well have elated a less vain and
excitable mind. He wrote to his friends at Paris, that the kindness and the
attention with which he had been welcomed surpassed description, that the
King was the most amiable of men, that Potsdam was the paradise of phil-

osophers. He was created chamberlain, and received, together with his

gold key, the cross of an order, and a patent ensuring to him a pension of eight

hundred pounds sterling a year for life. A hundred and sixty pounds a year
were promised to his niece if .she sur\'ived him. The royal cooks and
coachmen were put at his disposal. He was lodged in the same apart-

ments in which Saxe had lived, when, at the height of power and glory, he
visited Prussia. Frederic, indeed, stooped for a time even to use the Ian-
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i:\uige of adulation. He pressed to his lips the meagre hand of the little

iznnning skeleton, whom he regarded as the dispenser of immortal rvnown.
lie would aild, he saiii, to the titles which he owed to his ancestors and iiis

.^word, another title, derived from his last and proudest acquisition. His
>tyle should run thus :—Frederic, King of Prussia, Margrave of Branden-
burg, Sovereign Duke of Silesia, Possessor of Voltaire. But even midst
the delights of the honeymoon, Voltaire's sensitive vanity began to take
alarm. A few days alter his arrival, he could not help telling his niece tliat

the amiable King had a trick of giving a sly scratch with one hand, while
patting and stroking with the other. Soon came hints, not the less alarming
i>ecause mysterious. "The supper parties are delicious. The King is the
life of the company. But— 1 have operas and comedies, reviews and con-
certs, my studies and books. But—but—Berlin is fine, the princesses are

changing, the maids of honour handsome. But "

This eccentric friendship was fast cooling. Never had there met two
persons so e.xquisitely fitted to plague each other. Each of them had
exactly the fault of which the other was most impatient ; and they were, in

different ways, the most impatient of mankiml. Frederic was frugal, almost
niggardly. When he had secured his plaything, he began to think that he
had bought it too dear. Voltaire, on the other hand, was greedy, even to

the extent of impudence and knavery ; and conceived that the favourite of

a monarch who had barrels full of gold and silver laid up in cellars ought
to make a fortune which a receiver-general might envy. They soon dis-

covered each other's feelings. Both were angry ; and a war began, in which
Frederic stooped to the part of Harjiagon, and Voltaire to that of Scapm.
It is humiliating to relate, that the great warrior and statesman gave orders

that his guest's allowance of sugar and chocolate should be curtailed. It

Is if possible, a still more humiliating fact, that Voltaire indemnified him-
self by pocketing the wax-candles in the royal antechamber. Disputes
about money, however, were not the most serious disputes of these extra-

ordinary associates. The sarcasms of the King soon galled the sensitive

temper of the poet. D'Arnaud and D'Argens, Guichard and La Metrie,
might, for the sake of a morsel of bread, be willing to bear the insolence of

a m.aster ; but Voltaire was of another order. He knew that he was a

potentate as well as Frederic, that his European reputation, and his incom-
l)arable power of covering whatever he hated with ridicule, made him an
object of dread even to the leaders of armies and the rulers of nations. In
truth, of all the intellectual weapons which have ever been wielded by man,
the most terrible was the mockery of Voltaire. Bigots and tyrants, who
had never been moved by the wailing and cursing of millions, turned pale

at his name. Principles unassailable by reason, principles which had with-

stood the fiercest attacks of power, the most valuable truths, the most
generous sentiments, the noblest and most graceful images, the purest re-

putations, the most august institutions, began to look mean and loathsome
as soon as that withering smile was turned upon them. To every opponent,
however strong in his cause and his talents, in his station and his character,

who ventured to encounter the great scoffer, might be addressed the caution

*»hich was given of old to the -\rchangel :

—

*' I forew.Tm thee, shun
His de.->dly arrow ; neither v.Tinly hope
To be invulnerable in those bright arms.
Though ictnuer'd heavenly ; for that fatal dint.

Save Him who reigns above, none can resist.'"

We cannot pause to recount how often that rare talent was exercised

against rivals worthy of esteem ; how often it was used to crush and torture

enemies worthy only of silent disdain ; how often it was perverted to the

more noxious purpose of destroying the last solace of earthly misery, and
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the last restraint on earthly power. Neither can we pause to tell how often

it was used to vindicate justice, humanity, and toleration, the principles of

sound philosophy, the ])rinciples of free government. This is not the place

for a full character of Voltaire.

Causes of quarrel multiplied fast. Voltaire, who, partly from love of

money, and partly from love of excitement, was always fond of stockjob-

bing, became implicated in transactions of at least a dubious character. The
King was delighted at having such an opportunity to humble his guest ; and
bitter reproaches and complanits were exchanged. Voltaire, too, was soon

at war with the other men of letters who surrounded the King ; and this

irritated Frederic, who, however, had himself chiefly to blame : for, from
that love of tormenting which was in him a ruling passion, he perpetually

lavished extravagant praises on small men and bad books, merely in order

that he might enjoy tlie mortification and rage which on .such occasions

Voltaire took no pains to conceal. His majesty, however, soon had reason

to regret the pams which he had taken to kindle jealousy among the members
of his household. The whole palace was in a ferment with literary intrigues

and cabals. It was to no purpose that the imperial voice, which kept a

hundred and sixty thousand soldiers in order, was raised to quiet the con-

tention of the exasperated wits. It was far easier to stir up such a storm
than to lull it. Nor was Frederic, in his capacity of wit, by any means
without his own share of vexations. He had sent a large quantity of verses

to Voltaire, and requested that they might be returned, with remarks and
correctibns. "See," exclaimed Voltaire, "what a quantity of his dirty

linen the King has sent me to wash ! " Talebearers were not wanting to

carry the sarcasm to the royal ear ; and Frederic was as much incensed as

a Grub Street writer who had found his name in the Dunciad.

This could not last. A circumstance which, when the mutual regard of

the friends was in its first glow, would merely have been matter for laughter,

produced a violent explosion. Maupertuis enjoyed as much of Frederic's

good will as any man of letters. lie was President of the Academy of

Berlin ; and he stood second to Voltaire, though at an immense distance,

in the literary society which had been assembled at the Pmssian court.

Frederic had, by playing for his own amusement on the feelings of the two
jealous and vainglorious Frenchmen, succeeded in producing a bitter enmity
between them. Voltaire resolved to set his mark, a mark never to be
effaced, on the forehead of Maupertuis, and wrote the exquisitely ludicrous

Diatribe of Doctor Akakia. lie showed this little piece to Frederic, who
had too much taste and too much malice not to relish such delicious pleas-

antry. In truth, even at this time of day, it is not easy for any person who
has the least perception of the ridiculous to read the jokes on the Latin

city, the Patagonians, and the hole to the centre of the earth, without

laughing till he cries. But though Frederic was diverted by this charming
pasquinade, he was unwilling that it should get abroad. His self-love was
interested. He had selected Maupertuis to fill the chair of his Academy.
If all Europe were taught to laugh at Maupertuis, would not the reputation

of the Academy, would not even the dignity of its royal patron, be in some
degree compromised ? The King, therefore, begged Voltaire to suppress

thi<- performanc- .'oltaire promised to do so, aii. broke his word. The
Diatribe was published, and received with shouts of merriment and applause

by all who could read the French language. The King stormed. Voltaire,

with his usual disregard of truth, asserted his innocence, and made up some
lie about a printer or an amanuerisis. The King was not to be so imposed
upon. He ordered the pamphlet to be burned by the common hangman,
and insisted upon having an apology from Voltaire, couched in the most
abject terms. Voltaire sent back to the King his cross, his key, and the

patent of his pension. After this hurst of rage, the strange pair began to
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be ashamed of their violence, and went ihrou^h the forms of reconcihation.

l?ut the breach was iiTeparable ; and Vokaire took his leave of Frederic for

ever. They parted with cold civiHty ; but their hearts were big with resent-

ment. \'oltaire hiul in his keeping a volume ol the king's poetry, and forgot

to return it. This was, we believe, merely one of the oversights which men

settmu out upon a journey often commit. That Voltaire could have medi-

tated plagiarism is quite incredible. He would not, we are confident, for

the half of Frederic's kingdom, have consented to father Frederic's verses.

The King, however, who rated his own writings much above their value,

and who was inclined to see all Voltaire's actions in the worst light, was

enraged to think that his favourite compositions were in the hands of an

enemy, as thievish as a daw and as mischievous as a monkey. In the anger

excited by this thought, he lost sight of reason and decency, and determined

on committing an outrage at once odious and ridiculous.

Voltaire had reached Frankfort. His niece, Madame Denis, came thither

to meet him. He conceived himself secure from the power of his late master,

when he was arrested by the order of the Prussian resident. The precious

volume was delivered up. But the Prussian agents had, no doubt, been in-

sti-ucted not to let Voltaire escape without some gross indignity. He was

confined twelve days in a wretched hovel. Sentinels with fixed bayonets

kept guard over him. His niece was dragged through the mire by the

soldiers. Sixteen hundred dollars were extorted from him by his insolent

gaolers. It is absurd to say that this outrage is not to be attributed to the

King. Was anv body punished for it ? Was any body called m question

for it? Was it not consistent with Frederic's character? Was it not of

a piece with his conduct on other similar occasions ? Is it not notorious that

he repeatedly gave private directions to his officers to pillage and demolish

the houses of persons against whom he had a grudge, charging them at the

same time to take their measures in such a way that his name might not be

compromised ? He acted thus towards Count Bruhl in the Seven Years'

War. Why should we believe that he would have been more scrupulous

with regard to Voltaire ?

When at length the illustrious prisoner regained his liberty, the prospect

before him was"^but dreary. He was an exile both from the country of his

birth, and from the country of his adoption. The French government had

taken offence at his journey to Prussia, and would not permit him to return

to Paris ; and in the vicinity of Prussia it was not safe for him to remain.

He took refuge on the beautiful shores of Lake Leman. There, loosed

from every tie which had hitherto restrained him, and having little to hope

or to fear from courts and churches, he began his long war against all that,

whether for good or evil, had authority over man ; for what Burke said oif

the Constituent Assembly, was eminently true of this its great forerunner :

V.:)ltaire could not build • he could only pull down ; he \\ as the very Vitni-

vius of ruin. He has bequeathed to us not a single doctrine to be called by

his name, not a single addition to the stock of our positive knowledge. But

no human teacher ever left iK-hind him so vast and terrible a wreck of tniths

and falsehoods, of things noble and tilings base, of things useful and things

pernicious. From the time when his sojourn beneath the Alps commenced,

the dramatist, the wit, the historian, was merged in a more important

character. He was now the patriarch, the founder of a sect, the chief of a

conspiracy, the prince of a wide intellectual commonweaUh. He often

enjoyed a pleasure dear to the better part of his nature, the pleasure of vin-

dicating innocence which had no other helper, of repairing cruel wrongs, of

punishing tyranny in high places. He had also the satisfaction, not less

acceptabTe to his ravenous vanity, of hearing terrified Capuchins call him
the Antichrist. But whether employed in works of benevolence, or in works
of mischief, he never forgot Potsdam and Frankfort ; and he listened
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anxiously to every murmur which indicated that a tempest was gathering

^_____Ja^Europe, and that liis vengeance was at hand.
' He soon had his wish. Maria Theresa had never for a moment for-

gotten the great wrong which she had received at the hand of Frederic.

Young and dehcate, just left an orphan, just about to be a mother, she had
been compelled to fly from the ancient capital of her race ; she had seen

her fair inheritance dismembered by robbers, and of these robbers he hao
been the foremost. Witliout a pretext, without a provocation, in defiance

of the most sacred engagements, he had attacked the helpless ally whom he
was bound to defend. The Empress Queen had the faults as well as virtues

which are connected with quick sensibility and a high spirit. There was no
peril which she was not ready to brave, no calamity which she was not

ready to bring on her subjects, or on the whole human race, if only she

might once taste the sweetness of a complete revenge. Revenge, too, pre-

sented itself, to her narrow and superstitious mind, in the guise of duty.

Silesia had Vjeeu wrested not only from the House of Austria, but from the

Church of Rome. The conqueror had indeed permitted his new subjects to

worship God after their own fashion ; but this was not enough. To bigotry

it seemed an intolerable hardship that the Catholic Church, having long

enjoyed ascendency, should be compelled to content itself with equality.

Nor was this the only circumstance which led Maria Theresa to regard her

enemy as the enemy of God. The profaneness of Frederic's writings and
conversation, and the frightful rumours which were circulated respecting the

immorality of his private life, naturally shocked a woman who believed with

the firmest faith all that her confessor told her, and who, though surrounded

by temptations, though young and beautiful, though ardent in all her pas-

sions, though possessed of absolute power, had preserved her fame unsullied

even by the breath of slander.

To recover Silesia, to humble the dynasty of Hohenzollern to the dust,

was the great object of her life. She toiled during many years for this end,

with zeal as indefatigable as that which the poet ascribes to the stately

goddess who tired out her immortal horses in the work of raising the nations

against Troy, and who offered to give up to destruction her darling Sparta

and Mycenae, if only she might once see the smoke going up from the palace

of I'riam. With even such a spirit did the proud Austrian Juno .strive to

array against her foe a coalition such as Europe had never seen. Nothing
would content her but that the whole civilised world, from the White Sea
to the Adriatic, from the Bay of Biscay to the pastures of the wild horses of

the Tanais, should be combined in arms against one petty state.

She early succeeded by various arts in obtaining the adhesion of Russia.

An ample share of spoil was promised to the King of Poland ; and that

prince, governed by his favourite, Count Bruhl, readily promised the assist-

ance of the Saxon forces. The great difficulty was with France. That the

Houses of Bourbon and of Hapsburg should ever cordially co-operate in

any great scheme of European policy, had long been thought, to use the

strong expression of Frederic, just as impossible as that fire and water
should amalgamate. The whole history of the Continent, during two cen-

turies and a half, had been the history of the mutual jealousies and enmities

of France and Austria. Since the administration of Richelieu, above all,

it had been considered as the plain policy of the Most Christian King to

thwart on all occasions the Court of Vienna, and to protect every member
of the Germanic body who stood up against the dictation of the Csesars.

Common sentiments of religion had been unable to mitigate this strong

antipathy. The rulers of France, even while clothed in the Roman purple,

even while persecuting the heretics of Rochelle and Auvergne, had still

looked with favour on the Lutheran and Calvinistic princes who were
struggling again.st the chief of the empire. If the French ministers paid
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any respect to the traditional niles handed down to them through many
generations, they would have acted towards Frederic as the gieatest of their

predecesstirs acte<i towards Gustavus Adulphus. That there w;us deadly

enmity between Prussia and Austria was of itself a sufficient reason for close

friendship between Prussia and France. \Vith France Frederic could

never have any serious controversy. His territories were so .situated that

his ambition, greedy and unscrupulous as it was, could never impel him to

attack her of his own accord. He was more than half a Frenchman : he
wrote, spoke, read nothing but French : he delighted in French society :

the admiration of the French he proposed to himself as the best reward of

all his exploits. It seemed incredible that any French government, however
notorious for levity or stupidity, could spurn away such an ally.

The Court of Vienna, however, did not despair. The Austrian diploma-

tists propounded a new scheme of politics, which, it must be owned, was
not altogether without plausibility. The great powers, according to this

theory, had long been under a delusion. They had looked on each other

as natural enemies, while in truth they were natural allies. A succession

of cruel wars had devastated Europe, had thinned the population, had
exhausted the public roources, had loaded governments with an immense
burden of debt ; and when, after two hundred years of murderous hostility

or of hollow truce, the illustrious Houses whose enmity had distracted the

world sat down to count their gains, to what did the real advantage on
either side amount? Simply to this, that they had kept each other from

thriving. It was not the King of France, it was not the Emperor, who had
reaj>ed the fruits of the Thirty Years' War, or of the War of the Pragmatic

Sanction. Those fruits had been pilfered by states of the second and third

rank, which, secured against jealousy by their insignificance, had dexterously

aggrandise<l themselves while pretending to serve the animosity of the great

chiefs of Christendom. W hile the lion and tiger were tearing each other,

the jackal had run off into the jungle with the prey. The real gainer by

the Thirty Years' War had been neither France nor Austria, but Sweden.
The real gainer by the war of the Pragmatic Sanction had been neither

France nor Austria, but the upstart of Brandenburg. France had made
great efforts, had atided largely to her military glor)', and largely to her

public burdens ; and for what end ? Merely that Frederic might rule Silesia.

For this and this alone one French army, wasted by sword and famine, had
perished in Bohemia ; and another had purchased, with floods of the noblest

blood, the barren glory of Fontenoy. And this prince, for whom France
had suffered so much, was he a grateful, was he even an honest ally? Had
he not been as false to the Court of Versailles as to the Court of Vienna?
Had he not played, on a large scale, the same part which, in private life, is

played by the vile agent of chicane who sets his neighbours quarrelling, in-

volves them in costly and interminable litigation, and betrays them to each

other all round, certain that, whoever may be ruined, he shall be enriched?

Surely the true wisdom of the great powers was to attack, not each other,

but this common barrator, who, by inflaming the passions of both, by pre-

tending to serve both, and by deserting both, had raised himself above the

station to which he was born. The great object of Austria was to regain

Silesia ; the great object of France was to obtain an accession of territory

on the side of Flanders. If they took opposite sides, the result would prob-

ably be that, after a war of many years, after the slaughter of many thou-

sands of brave men, after the waste of many millions of crowns, they would
lay do'wn their arms without having achieved either object ; but, if they came
to an understanding, there would be no risk, and no diffiailty. Austria

would willingly make in Belgium such cessions as France couhl not expect

to obtain by ten pitched battles. .Silesia would easily be annexed to the

?aonarchy of which it had long been a part. The union of two such power
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ful governments would at once overawe the King of Prussia. If he resisted,
one short campaign would settle his fate. France and Austria, long accus-
tomed to rise Irom the game of war both losers, would, for the first time,
both be gamers. There could be no room for jealousy between them. The
|)ower of both would be increased at once ; the equilibrium between them
would be preserved ; and the only sufferer would be a mischievous and un-
principled buccaneer, who deserved no tenderness from either.

These doctrines, attractive from their novelty and ingenuity, soon became
fashionable at the supper-parties and in the coffee-houses of Paris, and were
espoused by every gay marquis and every facetious abbe who was admitted
to see Madame de Pompadour's hair curled and powdered. It wa,; not, how-
ever, to any political theory that the strange coalition between France and
Austria owed its origin. The real motive which induced the great conti-

nental powers to forget their old animosities and their old state maxims, was
personal aversion to the King of Prussia. This feeling was strongest in

Maria Theresa ; but it was by no means confined to her. Frederic, in some
respects a good master, was emphatically a bad neighbour. That he was
hard in all dealings, and quick to take all advantages, was not his most
odious fault. His bitter and scoffing speech had inflicted keener wounds
than his ambition. In his character of wit he was under less restraint than

even in his character of ruler. Satirical verses against all the princes and
ministers of Europe were ascribed to his pen. In his letters and conversa-

tion, he alluded to the greatest potentates of the age in terms which would
have better suited Colle, in a war of repartee with young Crebillon at Pelle-

tier's table, than a great sovereign speaking of great sovereigns. About
women he was in the habit of expressing him.self in a manner which it was
impossilile for the meekest of women to forgive : and unfortunately for him,

almost tlie whole Continent was then governed by women who were by no
means conspicuous for meekness. Maria Theresa herself had not escaped

his scurrilous jests. The Empress Elizabeth of Russia knew that her gal-

lantries afforded him a favourite theme for ribaldry and invective. Madame
de Pompadour, who was really the head of the French government, had
been even more keenly galled. She had attempted, by the most delicate

flattery, to propitiate the King of Prussia ; but her messages had drawn from
him only dry and sarcastic replies. The limpress Queen took a very different

course. Though the haughtiest of princesses, though the most austere of

matrons, she forgot in her thirst for revenge both the dignity of her race and
the purity of her character, and condescended to flatter the low-bom and
low-minded concubine, who, having acquired influence by prostituting her-

self, retained it by prostituting others. Maria Theresa actually wrote with

her own hand a note, full of expressions of esteem and friendship, to her

dear cousin, the daughter of the butcher Poisson, the wife of the publican

D'Etioles, the kidnapper of young girls for the haram of an old rake, a

strange cousin for the descendant of so many Emperors of the West ! The
mistress was completely gained over, and easily carried her point with Lewis,

who had indeed wrongs of his own to resent. His feelings were not quick
;

but contempt, says the P^astern proverb, pierces even through the shell of

the tortoise ; and neither prudence nor decorum had ever restrained Frederic

from expre.ssing his measureless contempt for the sloth, the imbecility, and
the baseness of Lewis. i\ance was thus induced to join the coalition ; and

the example of France determined the conduct of Sweden, then completely

subject to French influence.

The enemies of Frederic were surely strong enough to attack him openly

;

but they were desirous to add to all their other advantages the advantage of

a surprise. He was not, however, a man to be taken off his guard. He
had tools in every court ; and he now received from Vienna, from Dresden,
>ind frona Paris, accounts so circumstantial and so consistent, that he could

I
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not doubt of his danger. He leamt, that he was to be assailed at once by

France, Austria, kus.^ia, Saxony, Sweden, and the Germanic l)ody ; that

the greater part of liis dominions was to be portioned out among his enemies ;

that France, which from her geographical position could not directly share

in his spoils, was to receive an equivalent in the Netherlands ; that Austria

was to have Silesia, and tlie Czarina East Prussia ; that Augustus of Saxony

expected Magdeburg ; and that Sweden would be rewarded with part of

Pomerania. If these designs succeeded, tlie house of Brandenburg would

at once sink in the European system to a place lower than that of the Duke
of Wurtemburg or the Margrave of Baden.

And what hope w;\s there tliat these designs would fail? No such union

of the continental powers had been seen for ages. A less formidable con-

fetleracy had in a week conquered all the provinces of Venice, when Venice

was at the height of power, wealth, and glory. A less formidable confeder-

acy had compelled Lewis tlie Fourteentli to bow down his haughty head to

the very earth. A less formidable confederacy has, within our own memory,
subjugated a still mightier empire, and abased a still prouder name. Sucli

odds had never been heard of in war. The people whom Frederic ruled

were not five millions. 1 he population of the countries which were leagued

against him amounted to a hundred millions. The disproportion in wealth

was at least equally great. Small communities, actuated by strong senti-

ments of patriotism or loyalty, have sometimes made head against great mon-
archies weakened by factions and discontents. But small as was Frederic's

kingdom, it probably contained a greater number of disaffected subjects than

were to be found in all the states of his enemies. Silesia formed a fourth

part of his dominions ; and from the Silesians, bom under Austrian princes,

the utmost that he could expect was apathy. From the Silesian Catholics

he could hardly expect any thing but resistance.

Some states have been enabled by their geographical position to defend

themselves, with advantage, against immense force. The sea has repeatedly

protected England against the furj' of the whole Continent. The Venetian

government, driven from its pos.sessions on the land, could still bid defiance

to the confederates of Camferay from the Arsenal amidst the lagoons. More
than one great and well appointed army, wliich regarded the shepherds of

Switzerland as an easy prey, has perished in the passes of the Alps. Frederic

had no such advantage. The form of his states, their situation, the nature

of the ground, all were against him. Ills long, scattered, straggling terri-

tory seemed to have been shaped with an express view to the convenience

of invaders, and was protected by no sea, by no chain of hills. Scarcely

any comer of it was a week's march from the territory of the enemy. The
capital itself, in the event of war, would be constantly exposed to insult. In

truth there was hardly a politician or a soldier in Europe who doubled that

the conflict would be terminated in a very '"ew days by the prostration ol

tlie house of Brandenburg.

Nor was Frederic's own opinion very different. He anticipated nothing

short of hb own ruin, and of the ruin of his family. Vet there was still a

chance, a slender chance, of escape. His states had at least the advantage

of a central ptisition ; his enemies were widely separated from each other,

and could not conveniently unite their overwhelming forces on one point.

They inhabited different climates, and it was probable that the season of the

year which would be bt>t suited to the military operations of one portion of

the league, would be unfavourable to ihoit of another portion. The Prussian

monarchy, too, was free from some intirmities which were found in empires

far more extensive and magnificent. Its effective strength for a desperate

struggle was not to be measured merely by the number of square miles or

the number of people. In that spare but well knit and well exercised body,

there was nothing but '^mew, and muscle, and Ixjne. No public creditors



820 FREDERIC THE GREAT.

looked for dividends. No distant colonies required defence. No court,

filled with flatterers and mistresses, devoured the pay of fifty battalions. The
Prassian army, though far inferior in number to the troops which were about

to be opposed to it, was yet strong out of all proportion to the extent of the

Pnissian dominions. It was also admirably trained and admirably officered,

accustomed to obey and accustomed to conquer. The revenue was not only

unincumbered by debt, but exceeded the ordinary outlay in time of peace.

Alone of all the European princes, Frederic had a treasure laid up for a day
of difficulty. Above all, he was one, and his enemies were many. In their

camps would certainly be found the jealousy, the dissension, {he slackness

inseparable from coalitions ; on his side was the energy, the unity, the

secrecy of a strong dictatorship. To a certain extent the deficiency of mili-

tary means might be supplied by the resources of military art. Small as

the King's army was, when compared with the six hundred thousand men
whom the confederates could bring into the field, celerity of movement
might in some degree compensate for deficiency of bulk. It was thus

just possible that genius, judgment, resolution, and good luck united, might

protract the struggle during a campaign or two ; and to gain even a month
was of importance. It could not be long before the vices which are found

in all extensive confederacies would begin to show themselves. Every mem-
ber of the league would think his own share of the war too large, and his

own share of the spoils too small. Complaints and recriminations would
abound. The Turk might stir on the Danube ; the statesmen of France

might discover the error which they had committed in abandoning the fun-

damental principles of their national policy. Above all, death might rid

Pnissia of its most formidable enemies. The war was the effect of the per-

sonal aversion with which three or four sovereigns regarded Frederic ; and

the decease of any one of those sovereigns might produce a complete revol-

ution in the .state of Europe.

*'^n the midst of a horizon generally dark and stormy, Frederic could dis-

cern one bright spot. The peace which had been concluded between Eng-
land and France in 1748, had been in Europe no more than an armistice

;

and had not even been an armistice in other quafters of the globe. In India

the sovereignty of the Camatic was disputed between two great Mussulman
houses ; Fort Saint George had taken one side, Pondicherry the other ; and

in a series of battles and sieges the troops of Lawrence and Clive had been

oppo.sed to those of Dupleix. A struggle less important in its consequences,

but not less likely to produce irritation, was carried on between those French

and Enghsh adventurers, who kidnajiped negroes and collected gold dust on

the coast of Guinea. But it was in North America that the emulation and
mutual aversion of the two nations were most conspicuous. The French

attempted to hem in the English colonists by a chain of military posts, ex-

tending from the Great Lakes to the mouth of the Mississippi. The Enghsh
took arms. The wild aboriginal tribes appeared on each side mingled with

the Pale Faces. Battles were fought ; forts were stormed ; and hideous stones

about stakes, scalpings, and death-songs readied Europe, and inflamed that

national animosity which the rivalry of ages had produced. The disputes

between France and England came to a crisis at the very time when the

tempest which had been gathering was about to burst on Prussia. The tastes

and interests of Frederic would have led him, if he had been allowed an
3ption, to sideWith the house of IJourbon. But the folly of the Court of

Versailles had left him no choice. » France became the tool of Austria ; and
Frederic was forced to become the ally of England. He could not, indeed,

expect that a power which covered the sea with its fleets, and which had to

make war at once on the Ohio and the Ganges, would be able to spare a

large number of troops for operations in (rermany. But England, though
poor compared with the England of our time, was far richer than any country
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on the Continent. The amount of her revenue, and the resources which she

found in her credit, though they may be thought small by a generation which
has seen her raise a hundred and thirty milHons in a single year, appeared
miraculous to the politicians of that age. A very moderate portion of her

wealth, expended by an able and economical prince, in a country where prices

were low, would be sufficient to equip and maintain a formidable army.
Such was the situation in which Frederic found himself. He saw the

whole extent of his peril. He saw that there was still a faint possibility of

escape ; and with prudent temerity he determined to strike the first blow.

It was in the month of Aut^ust, 1 756, that the great war of the Seven Years
commenced. The King demanded of the Empress Queen a distinct explana-

tion of her intentions, and plainly told her that he should consider a refusal

as a declaration of war. " I want," he said, " no answer in the style of an
oracle." He received an answer at once haughty and evasive. In an
instant the rich electorate of Saxony was overflowed by sixty thousand
Prussian troops. Augustus with his army occupied a strong position at

Pima. The Queen of Poland was at Dresden. In a few days Pima was
blockaded and Dresden was taken. The first object of Frederic was to

obtain possession of the Saxon State Papers ; for those papers he well knew
contained ample proofs that, though apparently an aggressor, he was really

acting in self-defence. The Queen of Poland, as well acquainted as Frederic

with the importance of those documents, had packed them up, had concealed

them in her bed-chamber, and was about to send them off to Warsaw, when
a Pmssian officer made his appearance. In the hope that no soldier would
venture to outrage a lady, a queen, the daughter of an emperor, the mother-

in-law of a dauphin, she placed herself before the trunk, and at length sat

down on it. But all resistance was vain. The papers were carried to

Frederic, who found in them, as he expected, abundant 'evidence of the

designs of the coalition. The most important documents were instantly pub-
lished, and the effect of the publication was great. It was clear that, of what-
ever sins the King of Prussia might formerly have been guilty, he was now
the injured party, and had merely anticipated a blow intended to destroy him.

The Saxon camp at Pima was in the mean time closely invested ; but the

besieged were not without hopes of succour. A great Austrian army under
Marshal Brown was about to pour through the passes which separate

Bohemia from Saxony. Frederic left at Pima a force sufficient to deal with

the Saxons, hastened into Bohemia, encountered Brown at Lowositz, and
defeated him. This battle decided the fate of Saxony. Augustus and his

favourite Bruhl fled to Poland. The whole army of the electorate capitu-

kted. From that time till the end of the war, Frederic treated Saxony as

a part of his dominions, or, rather, he acted towards the Saxons in a manner
which may serve to illustrate the whole meaning of that tremendous sentence,
" subjectos tanquam suos, viles tanquam alienos." Saxony was as much in

his power as Brandenburg ; and he had no such interest in the welfare of

Saxony as he had in the welfare of Brandenburg. He accordingly levied

troops and exacted contributions throughout the enslaved province, with far

more rigour than in any part of his own dominions. Seventeen thousand
men who had been in the camp at Pima were half compelled, half persuaded
to enlist under their conqueror. Thus, within a few weeks from the com-
mencement of hostilities, one of the confederates liad been disarmed, and his

weapons were now pointed against the rest.

The winter put a stop to military operations. All had hitherto gone well.
But the real tug of war was still to come. It was easy to foresee that the
year 1757 would be a memorable era in the history of Europe.
The King's scheme for the campaign wxs simple, bold, and judicious.

The Duke of Cumberland with an English and Hanoverian army was in
Weslero Germany, and might be able to prevent the French troops frorr
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attacking Prussia. The Russians, confined by their snows, would probably
not stir till the spring was far advanced. Saxony was prostrated. Sweden
could do nothing very important. During a few months Frederic would have
to deal with Austria alone. Even thus the odds were against him. But ability

and courage have often triumphed against odds still more formidable.
Early in 1757 the Prussian army in Saxony began to move. Through

four defiles in the mountains they came pouring into Bohemia. Prague was
the King's first mark ; but the ulterior object was probably Vienna. At
Prague lay Marshal Brown with one great army. Daun, the most cautious

and fortunate of the Austrian captains, was advancing with another.

Frederic determined to overwhelm Brown before Daun should arrive. On
the sixth of May was fought, under those walls which, a hundred and thirty

years before, had witnessed the victory of the Catholic league and the flight

of the unhappy Palatine, a battle more bloody than any which Europe saw
during the long intei^val between Malplaquet and Eylau. The King and
Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick were distinguished on that day by their

valour and exertions. But the chief glory was with Schwerin. When the

Prussian infantiy wavered, the stout old marshal snatched the colours from
an ensign, and, waving them in the air, led back his regiment to the charge.

Thus at seventy-two years of age he fell in the thickest battle, still grasping
the standard which bears the black eagle on the field argent. Tlie victory

remained with the King ; but it had been dearly purchased. Whole columns
of his bravest warriors had fallen. He admitted that he had lost eighteen

thousand men. Of the enemy, twenty-four thousand had been killed,

wounded, or taken.

Part of the defeated army was shut up in Prague. Part fled to join

the troops which, under the command of Daun, were now close at hand.
Frederic determined to play over the same game which had succeeded at

Lowositz. He left a large force to besiege Prague, and at the head of thirty

thousand men he marched against Daun. The cautious Marshal, though
he had a great supenority in numbers, would risk nothing. He occupied at

Kolin a position almost impregnable, and awaited the attack of the King.
It was the eighteenth of June, a day which, if the Greek superstition

still retained its influence, would be held sacred to Nemesis, a day on which
the two greatest princes of modem times were taught, by a terrible experi-

ence, that neither skill nor valour can fix the inconstancy of fortune. The
battle began before noon ; and part of the Prussian army maintained the

contest till after the midsummer sun had gone down. But at length the

King found that his troops, having been repeatedly driven back with frightful

carnage, could no longer \>q led to the charge. He was with difficulty per-

suaded to quit the field. The officers of his personal staff were under the

necessity of expostulating with him, and one of them took the liberty to

say, "Does your Majesty mean to storm the batteries alone?" Thirteen

thousand of his bravest followers had perished. Nothing remained for him
but to retreat in good order, to raise the siege of Prague, and to hurry his

army Ijy different routes out of Bohemia.
This stroke seemed to be final. Frederic's situation had at best been such,

that only an uninterrupted run of good luck could save him, as it seemed,
from ruin. And now, almost in the outset of the contest, he had met with
a check which, even in a war between equal powers, would have been felt

as serious. He had owed much to the opinion which all Europe entertained

of his army. Since his accession, his soldiers had in many successive battles

been victorious over the Austrians. But the glory had departed from his

arms. All whom his malevolent sarcasms had wounded, made haste to

avenge themselves by scoffing at the scoffer. His soldiers had ceased to

confide in his star. In every part of his camp his dispositions were severely

criticised. Even in his own family he had detractors. His next brother.
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William, heir-presumptive, or rather, in truth, heir-apparent to the throne,

and great-graiuifatlier uf the present kinj;, coulil not refrain from lamenting

his own fate and that t-f the House of IIohLnzulicrn, once so great and so

prosperous, but now, by the rash ambition of its thief, made a by-word to

all nations. These complaints, and some blunders which William committee'

during the retreat from Hohemia, called forth the bitter displeasure of the

inexorable King. The prince's heart was broken by the cutting reproaches

of his brother; he quiitc<l the army, retired to a country seat, and in a short

time died of shame and vexation.
"~'

It seemed that the King's distress could hardly be increased. Yet at this

moment another blow not less terrible than that of Kolin fell upon him.

The French under Marslial D'Estrees had invaded Gennany. The Duke of

Cumberland had given them battle at Hastembeck, and had been defeated.

In order to save the Electorate of Hanover from entire subjugation, he had

made, at Closter Seven, an arrangement with the French Generals, which

left them at liberty to turn their arms against the Prussian dominions.

That nothing might be wanting to Frederic's distress, he lost his mother

ju.st at this time ; and he appears to have felt the loss more than was to be ex-

pected from the hardness and severity of his character. In truth, his misfor-

tunes had now cut to the quick. The mocker, the tyrant, the most rigorous,

the most imperious, the most cynical of men, was very unhappy. His face

was so haggard and his form so thin, that when on his return from Bohemia he

passed through Leipsic, the people hardly knew him again. His sleep was

broken ; the tears, in spite of himself, often started into his eyes ; and the

^rave began to present itself to his agitated mind as the best refuge from

misery and dishonour. His resolution was fixed never to be taken alive,

tad. never to make peace on condition of descending from his place among

die powers of Europe. He saw nothing left for him except to die ; and he

deliberately chose his mode of death. He always carried about with him a

Aire and speedy poison in a small glass case ; and to the few in whom he

placed confidence, he made no mystery of his resolution.

But we should very imperfectly describe the state of Frederic's mind, if

we left out of view the laughable peculiarities which contrasted so singularly

with the gravity, energy, and harshness of his character. It is difficult to

say whether the tragic or the comic predominated in the strange scene which

was then acting. In the midst of all the great King's calamities, his passion

for writing indifferent poetry grew stronger and stronger. Enemies all round

him, despair in his heart, pills of corrosive sublimate hidden in his clothes,

he poured forth hundreds upon hundreds of lines, hateful to gods and men,

the insipid dregs of Voltaire's Hippocrene, the faint echo of the lyre of

Chaulieu. It is amusing to compare what he did during the last months of

1 757, with what he wrote during the same time. It may be doubled whether

any equal f)ortion of the life of Hannibal, of Ca;sar, or of Napoleon, will

bear a comparison with that short period, the most brilliant in the history

of Prussia and of Frederic. Vet at this very time the scanty leisure of the

illustrious warrior was employed in producing odes and epistles, a little better

than Gibber's and a little worse than Hayley's. Here and there a manly

sentiment which deserves to be in prose makes its appearance in company

with Prometheus and Orpheus, Elysium and Acheron, the plaintive Philomel,

the poppies of Morpheas, and all the other frippery which, like a robe tossed

by a proud beauty tu her waiting-woman, has long been contemptuously

abandoned by genius to mediocrity. We hardly know any instance of the

strength and weakuos of human nature so striking, and so grotesque, as the

character of this haughty, vigilant, resolute, sagacious blue-stocking, half

Mithridates and half Trissotin, bearing up against a world in arms, with an

ounce of poison in one jx)cket and a quire of bad verses in the other.

Frederic had some time l^efore made advances towards a reconciliation with
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Voltaire ; and some civil letters had passed between them. After the battle

of Kolin their epistolary intercourse became, at least in seeming, friendly

and confidential. We do not know any collection of Letters which throws
so much light on the darkest and most intricate parts of human nature, as

the correspondence of these strange beings after they had exchanged forgive-

ness. Both felt that the quarrel had lowered them in the public estimation.

They admired each other. They stood in need of each other. The great

King wished to be handed down to posterity by the gi^eat Writer. The
great Writer felt himself exalted by the homage of the great King. Yet the

wounds which they had inflicted on each other were too deep to be effaced, or

even perfectly healed. Not only did the scars remain ; the sore places often

festered and bled afresh. The letters consisted for the most part of compli-

ments, thanks, offers of service, assurances of attachment. But if any thing

brought back to Frederic's recollection the cunning and mischievous pranks
by which Voltaire had provoked him, some expression of contempt and dis-

pleasure broke forth in the midst of eulogy. It was much worse when any
thing recalled to the mind of Voltaire the outrages which he and his kins-

woman had suffered at Frankfort. All at once his flowing panegyric was
turned into invective. " Remember how you behaved to me. For your
sake I have lost the favour of my native king. For your sake I am an exile

from my country. I loved you. I tmsted myself to you. I had no wish
but to end my life in your service. And what was my reward ? Stripped

of all that you had bestowed on me, the key, the order, the pension, I was
forced to fly from your territories. 1 was hunted as if I had been a deserter

from your grenadiers. T was arrested, insulted, plundered. My niece was
dragged through the mud of Frankfort by your soldiers, as if she had been
some wretched follower of your camp. You have great talents. You have
good qualities. But you have one odious vice. You delight in the abase-

ment of your fellow-creatures. You have brought disgrace on the name of

philosopher. You have given some colour to the slanders of the bigots, who
say that no confidence can be placed in the justice or humanity of those who
reject the Christian faith." Then the King answers, with less heat but equal

severity—" You know that you behaved shamefully in Prussia. It was well

for you that you had to deal with a man so indulgent to the infirmities of

genius as I am. You richly deserved to see the inside of a dungeon. Your
talents are not more widely known than your faithlessness and your malevo-

lence. The grave itself is no asylum from your spite. Maupertuis is dead
;

but you still go on calumniating and deriding him, as if you had not made
him miserable enough while he was living. Let us have no more of this.

And, above all, let me hear no more of your niece. I am sick to death of

her name, i can bear with your faults for the sake of your merits ; but she

has not written Mahomet or Merope."
An explosion of this kind, it might be supposed, would necessarily put an

end to all amicable communication. But it was not so. After every out-

break of ill humour this extraordinary pair became more loving than before,

and exchanged compliments and assurances of mutual regard with a won-
derful air of sincerity.

It may well be supposed that men who wrote thus to each other were not

very guarded in what they said of each other. The English ambassador,

Mitchell, who knew that the King of Prussia was constantly writing to Vol-

taire with the greatest freedom on the most important subjects, was amazed
to hear his Majesty designate this highly favoured correspondent as a bad-

hearted fellow, the greatest rascal on the face of the earth. And the lan-

guage which the poet held about the King was not much more respectful.

It would probably have puzzled Voltaire himself to say what was his real

feeling towards Frederic. It was compounded of all sentiments, from enmity

to friendship, and from scorn to admiration ; and the proportions in which
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these elements were mixed, changed every moment. The old patriarch

rescmblevl the spoiled child who screams, stamps, cuffs, laughs, kisses, and
cuddles within one quarter of an hour. His resentment was not extin-

guishcti ;
yet he was not without sympathy for his old friend. As a French-

man, he wislie<i success to the arms of his country. As a philosopher, he
was anxious for the stability of a throne on which a philosopher sat. He
longed both to ser\c and to humble F'retleric. There was one way and only

one in which all his conflicting feelings could at once be gratified. If Fre-

deric were preserved by the interference of France, if it were known that for

that interference he was indebted to the mediation of Voltaire, this would
indeed be delicious revenge ; this would indeed be to heap coals of fire on
that haughty head. Nor did the vain and restless poet think it impossible

that he might, from hi> hennitage near the Alps, dictate peace to Europe.
D'Kstrees had quitted Hanover, and the command of the French army had
been intrusted to the Duke of Richelieu, a man whose chief distinction was
derived from his success in gallantr}'. Richelieu w as in truth the most emi-

nent of that race of se<lucers by profession, who furnished Crcbillon the

younger and La Clos with models for their heroes. In his earlier days the

royal house itself had not been secure from his presumptuous love. He was
l:)elieved to have carried his conquests into the family of Orleans ; and some
suspected that he was not unconcerned in the mysterious remorse which em-
bittered the last hours of the charming mother of Lewis the Fifteenth. But
the Duke was now sixty years old. With a heart deeply corrupted by vice,

a head long accustomed to think only on trifles, an impaired constitution,

an impaired fortune, and, worst of all, a very red nose, he was entering on
a dull, frivolous, and unrespected old age. Without one qualification for

militar)' command, except that personal courage which was common between
him and the whole nobility of France, he had been placed at the head of

the army of Hanover ; and in that situation he did his best to repair, by
extortion and corruption, the injury which he had done to his property by a

life of dissolute profusion.

The Duke of Richelieu to the end of his life hated the philosophers as a

sect, not for those parts of their system which a good and wise man would
have condemned, but for their virtues, for their spirit of free enquiry, and for

their hatred of those social abuses of which he was himself the personifica-

tion. But he, like many of those who thought with him, excepted Voltaire

from the list of proscribed writers. He frequently sent flattering letters to

Femey. He did the patriarch the honour to borrow money of him, and even
carried this condescending friendship so far as to forget to pay the interest.

\'oltaire thought that it might V)e in his power to bring the Duke and the King
of Prussia into comnmnication with each other. I le wrote earnestly to Ixith

;

and he so far succeeded that a correspondence between them was commenced.
But it was to very different means that Frederic was to owe his deliverance.

At the beginning of November, the net seemed to have closed completely

round him. The Russians were in the field, and were sj^reading devastation

through his eastern provinces. Silesia was overrun by the Austrians. A great

French army was advancing from the west under the command of Marshal
.Soubise, a prince of the great Armorican house of Rohan. Berlin itself had
l)een taken and plundered by the Croatians. Such was the situation from
which Frederic extricated himself, with dazzling glory, in the short space of

thirty days.

He marched first against Soubise. On the fifth of November the armies
met at Rosbach. The French were two to one ; but they were ill discip-

lined, and their general wxs a dunce. The tactics of Frederic, and the well-
regulated valour of the Prussian troops, obuined a complete victory. Seven
thousand of the invaders were made prisoners. Their guns, their colours,

their baggage, fell into the hands of the conquerors. Those who escaped
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fled as confusedly as a mob scattered by cavalry. Victorious in the West,

the King turned his arms towards Silesia. In that quarter every thing

seemed to be lost. Breslau had fallen ; and Charles of Loraine, with a

mighty power, held the whole province. On the fifth of December, exactly

one month after the battle of Rosbach, Frederic, with forty thousand men,

and Prince Charles, at the head of not less than sixty thousand, met at

Leuthen, hard by Breslau. The King, who was, in general, perhaps too

much inclined to consider the common soldier as a mere machine, resorted,

on this great day, to means resembling those which Bonaparte afterwards

employed with such signal success for the purpose of stimulating military

enthusiasm. The principal officers were convoked. Frederic addressed them

with great force and pathos ; and directed them to speak to their men as he

had spoken to them. When the armies were set in battle array, the Prussian

troops were in a state of fierce excitement ; but their excitement showed

itself after the fashion of a grave people. The columns advanced to the

attack chanting, to the sound of drums and fifes, the rude hymns of the old

Saxon Stemholds. They had never fought so well ; nor had the genius of

their chief ever been so conspicuous. " That battle," said Napoleon, " was

a masterpiece. Of itself it is sufficient to entitle Frederic to a place in the

first rank among generals." The victory was complete. Twenty-seven

thousand Austrians were killed, wounded, or taken ; fifty stand of colours,

a hundred guns, four thousand waggons, fell into the hands of the Prussians.

Breslau opened its gates ; Silesia was reconquered ; Charles of Loraine re-

tired to hide his shame and sorrow at Bmssels ; and Frederic allowed his

troops to take some repose in winter quarters, after a campaign, to the vicissi-

tudes of which it will be difficult to find any parallel m ancient or modem
history.

The King's fame filled all the world. He had, during the last year, main-

tained a contest, on terms of advantage, against three powers, the weakest

of which had more than three times his resources. Fie had fought four great

pitched battles against superior forces. Three of these battles he had gained

;

and the defeat of Kolin, repaired* as it had been, rather raised than lowered

his military renown. The victory of I>euthen is, to this day, the proudest

on the roll of Prussian fame. Leipsic indeed, and Waterloo, produced con-

sequences more important to mankind. But the glory of Leipsic must be

shared by the Prussians with the Austrians and Russians ; and at Waterloo

the British infantry bore the burden and heat of the day. The victory of

Rosbach was, in a military point of view, less honourable than that of Leu-

then ; for it was gained over an incapable general and a disorganised anny ;

but the moral effect which it produced was immense. All the preceding

triumphs of Frederic had been triumphs over Germans, and could excite no

emotions of national pride among the German people. It was impossible

that a Hessian or a Hanoverian could feel any patriotic exultation at hear-

ing that Pomeranians had slaughtered Moravians, or that Saxon banners

had been hung in the churches of Berlin. Indeed, though the military

character of the Germans justly stood high throughout the world, they could

boast of no great day which belonged to them as a people ; of no Agincourt,

of no Bannockburn. Most of their victories had been gained over each other
;

and their most splendid exploits against foreigners had been achieved under

the comirand of Eugene, who was himself a foreigner. The news of the

battle of Rosbach stirred the blood of the whole of the mighty population

from the Alps to the Baltic, and from the borders of Courland to those of

Loraine. Westphalia and Lower Saxony had been deluged by a great host

of strangers, whose speech was unintelligible, and whose petulant and licen-

tious manners had excited the strongest feelings of disgust and hatred. That

great host had been put to flight by a small band of German w^ors, led

by a prince of German blood on the side of father and mother, and marked
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by the fair hair and the clear blue eye of Germany. Never since the dis-

solution of the empire of Charlemagne, had the Teutonic race won such a

field against the French. The tidings called forth a general burst of delight

and pride from the whole of the great family which spoke the various dialects

of the ancient language of Arminius. The fame of Frederic began to supply,

in some degree, the place of a common government and of a common capital.

It became a rallying point for all true Germans, a subject of mutual con-

gratulation to the Bavarian and the Westphalian, to the citizen of Frankfort

and the citizen of Nuremburg. Then first it was manifest that the Ciermans

were truly a nation. Then first was discernible that patriotic spirit which,

in 181 3, achieved the great deliverance of central Europe, and which still

guards, and long will guard, against foreign ambition the old freedom of the

Rhine.

Nor were the effects produced by that celebrated day merely political.

The greatest masters of German poetry and eloquence have admitted that,

though the great King neither valued nor understood his native language,

though he looked on France as the only seat of taste and philosophy, yet,

in his own despite, he did much to emancipate the genius of his countrymen

from the foreign yoke ; and that, in the act of vanquishing Soubise, he

was, unintentionally, rousing the spirit which soon began to question the

literary precedence of Boileau and Voltaire. So strangely do events con-

found all the plans of man. A prince who read only French, who wrote

only French, who aspired to rank as a French classic, became, quite un-

consciously, the means of liberating half the Continent from the dominion

of that French criticism of which he was himself, to the end of his life, a

slave. Yet even the enthusixsm of Germany in favour of Frederic hardly

equalled the enthusiasm of England. The birth-day of our ally was cele-

brated with as much enthusiasm as that of our own sovereign ; and at night

the streets of Ix)ndon were in a blaze with illuminations. Portraits of the

Hero of Kosbach, with his cocked hat and long pigtail, were in every

house. An attentive observer will, at this day, find in the parlours ol

old-fashioned inns, and in the portfolios of print-sellers, twenty portraits of

P'rederic for one of George the .Second. The sign-painters were every

where employed in touching up Admiral Vernon into tlie King of Prussia.

This enthusiasm was strong among religious people, and especially among
the Methodists, who knew that the French and Austrian* were Papists,]

and supposed Frederic to be the Joshua or Gideon of the Reformed P'aith.

One of Whitfield's hearers, on the day on which thanks for the battle of

I^uthen were returned at the Tabernacle, made the following exquisitely

ludicrous entry in a diar>', part of which has come down to us :
" The Lord

stirred up the King of Prussia and his soldiers to pray. They kept three

fast days, and spent about an hour praying and singing psalms before they

engaged the enemy. O I how good it is to pray and fight ! " Some young
Englishmen of rank proposetl to visit fGermany as volunteers, for the pur-

pose of learning the art of war under the greatest of commanders. This
last proof of British attachment and admiration, Frederic politely but firmly

lieclined. His camp was no place for amateur students of military science.

The Prussian disciplme was rigorous even to cruelty. The officers, while

;n the field, were expected to practise an abstemiousness and self-dcniil

such as was hardly surpassetl by the most rigid monastic orders. However
noble their birth, however high their rank in the service, they were not
permitted to eat from any thing better than pewter. It was a high crime
even in a count and field-marsl.al to have a single silver spoon among his

baggage, (iay young Englislmien of twenty thousand a year, accustomed
to liberty and to luxury, would not easily submit to these Si)artan restraints.

The King could not venture to keep them in order as he kept his own
subjects in order. Situated as he was with respect to En^nd, he could
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not well imprison or shoot refractory Howards and Cavendishes. On the

other hand, the example of a few fine gentlemen, attended by chariots and
livery servants, eating in plate, and drinking Champagne and Tokay, was
enough to corrupt his whole army. He thought it best to make a stand at

^fitst, and civilly refused to admit such dangerous companionsamonghis troops.

The help of England was bestowed in a manner far more useful and more
acceptable. An annual subsidy of near seven hundred thousand pounds
enabled the King to add probably more than fifty thousand men to his army.

Pitt, now at the height of power and popularity, undertook the task of de-

fending Western Germany against France, and asked Frederic only for the

loan of a general. The general selected was Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick,

who had attained high distinction in the Prussian service. He was put at

the head of an army, partly English, partly Hanoverian, partly composed
of mercenaries hired from the petty princes of the empire. He soon vindi-

cated the choice of the two allied courts, and proved himself the second

general of the age.

Frederic passed the winter at Breslau, in reading, writing, and preparing

for the next campaign. The havoc which the war had made among his

troops was rapidly repaired ; and in the spring of 175^ he was again ready

for the conflict. Prince Ferdinand kept the French in check. The King,

in the mean time, after attempting against the Austrians some operations

which led to no very important result, marched to encounter the Russians,

who, slaying, burning, and wasting wherever they turned, had penetrated

into the heart of his realm. He gave them battle at Zorndorf, near Frank-

fort on the Oder. The fight was long and bloody. Quarter was neither

given nor taken ; for the Germans and Scythians regarded each other with

bitter aversion, and the sight of the ravages committed by the half savage

invaders had incensed the King and his army. The Russians were over-

thrown with great slaughter ; and for a few months no further danger was

to be apprehended from the East.

A day of thanksgiving was proclaimed by the King, and was celebrated

with pride and delight by his people. The rejoicings in England were not

less enthusiastic or less sincere. This may be selected as the point of time

at which the military glory of Frederic reached the zenith. In the short

space of three quarters of a year he had won three great battles over the

armiesof three mighty and warlike monarchies, France, Austria, and Russia.

But it was decreed that the temper of that strong mind should be tried

by both extremes of fortune in rapid succession. Close upon this series of

triumphs came a series of disasters, such as would have blighted the fame

and broken the heart of almost any other commander. Yet Frederic, in the

midst of his calamities, was still an object of admiration- to his subjects, his

allies, and his enemies. Overwhelmed by adversity, sick of life, he still

maintained the contest, greater in defeat, in flight, and in what seemed
hopeless ruin, than on the fields of his proudest victories.

Having vanquished the Russians, he hastened into Saxony to oppose the

troops of the Empress Queen, commanded by Daun, the most cautious, and
Laudohn, the most inventive and enterprising of her generals. These two
celebrated commanders agreed on a scheme, in which the prudence of tlie

one and the vigour of the other seem to have been happily combined. At
dead of night they sui-prised the King in his camp at Hochkirchen. His

presence of mind saved his troops from destruction ; but nothing could save

them from defeat and severe loss. Marshal Keith was among the slain.

The first roar of the gims roused the noble exile from his rest, and he was

instantly in the front of the battle. He received a dangerous wound, but

refused to quit the field, and was in the act of rallying his broken troop.s,

when an Austrian bullet terminated his chequered and eventful life.
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The inisfoituiic was serious. But of all <;enerals Frederic understood best

how to repair defeat, and Daun understood least how to improve victory.

In a few Jays jhe Prussian army was as formidable as before the battle. The
firospect was, however, gloomy. An Austrian army under General Harsch
lad invaded Silesia, and invested the fortress of Neisse. Daun, after his

success at Ilochkirchen, had written to Harsch in very confident terms :

—

" Go on with your operations against Neisse. Be quite at ease as to the

King. I will give a good account of him." In tnith, the position of the

Prussians was full of difficulties. Between them and .Silesia lay the victori-

ous army of Daun. It was not easy for them to reach Silesia at all. If

they did reach it, they left Sa.xony exposed to the Austrians. But the vigour
and activity of Frederic surmounted every obstacle. He made a circuitous

march of extraordinary rapidity, passed Daun, hastened into Silesia, raised

the siege of Neisse, and drove Harsch into Bohemia. Daun availed him-
self of the King's absence to attack Dresden. The Prussians defended it

desperately. The inhabitants of that wealthy and polished capital begged
in vain for mercy from the garrison within, and from the besiegers without.

The beautiful suburbs were burned to the ground. It was clear that the
town, if won at all, would be won street by street by the bayonet. At this

conjuncture came news, that Frederic, having cleared Silesia of his enemies,
was returning by forced marches into Saxony. Daun retired from before

Dresden, and fell back into the Austrian territories. The King, over heaps
of ruins, made his triumphant entry into the unhappy metropolis, which had
so cruelly expiated the weak and perfidious ptdicy of its sovereign. It was
now the twentieth of November. The cold weather suspended military

operations ; and the King again took up his winter quarters at Breslau.

The third of the seven terrible years was over ; and Frederic still stood
his ground. He had been recently tried by domestic as well as by military

disasters. On the fourteenth of October, the day on which he was defeated

at Hochkirchen, the day on the anniversary of which, forty-eight years later,

a defeat far more tremendous laid the Prussian monarchy in the dust, died
Wilhelmina, Margravine of Bareuih. Prom the accounts which we have of

her, by her own hand, and by the hands of the most discerning of her contem-
poraries, we should pronounce her to have been coarse, indelicate, and a

good hater, but not destitute of kind and generous feelings. Her mind,
naturally strong and observant, had been highly cultivated ; and she was,

and deserved to be, Frederic's favourite sister. He felt the loss as much as it

was in his iron nature to feel the loss of any thing but a province or a battle.

At Breslau, durin^j the winter, he was indefatigable in his poetical labours.

The most spirited lines, perhaps, that he ever wrote, are to be found in a

bitter lampoon on Lewis and Madame de Pampadour, which he composed
at this time, and sent to Voltaire. The verses were, indeed, so good, that

Voltaire was afraid that he might himself be suspected of having written
them, or at least of having corrected them ; and partly from fright, partly,

we fear, from love of mischief, sent them to the Duke of Choiseul, then
|)rinie minister of France. Choiseul verj- wisely determined to encounter
Frederic at Frederic's own weapons, and applied for assistance to Palissot,

who had some skill as a versifier, and some little talent for satire. Palissot

produced some very stinging lines on the moral and literary character of
Frederic, and these lines the Duke sent to Voltaire. This war of couplets,
following close on the carnage of Zomdorf and the conflagration of Dresden,
illustrates well the strangely comjwunded character of the King of Prussia.

At this moment he was assailed by a new enemy. Benedict the Fourteenth,
the best and wisest of the two hundred and fifty successors of St. Peter, was
no more. During the short interval between his reign and that of his disciple

Ganganelli, the chief seat in the Church of Rome was filled by Rezzonico,

2 D
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who took the name of Clement the Thirteenth. This absurd priest deter-

mined to try what the weight of his authority could effect in favour of the

orthodox Maria Theresr-, against a heretic king. At the high mass on
Christmas-day, a sword with a rich belt and scabbard, a hat of crimson

velvet lined with ermine, and a dove of pearls, the mystic symbol of the

Divine Comforter, were solemnly blessed by the supreme pontiff, and were
sent with great ceremony to Marshal Daun, the conqueror of Kolin and
Hochkirchin. This mark of favour had more than once been bestowed by
the Popes on the great champions of the faith. Similar honours had been
paid, more than six centuries earlier, by Urban the Second to Godfrey of

Bouillon. Similar honours had been conferred on Alba for destroying the

liberties of the Low Countries, and on John Sobiesky after the deliverance

of Vienna. But the presents which were received with profound reverence

by the Baron of the Holy Sepulchre in the eleventh century, and which had

not wholly lost their value even in the seventeenth century, appeared inex-

pressibly ridiculous to a generation which read Montesquieu and Voltaire.

Frederic wrote sarcastic verses on the gifts, the giver, and the receiver. But
the public wanted no prompter ; and an universal roar of laughter from
Petersburg to Lisbon reminded the Vatican that the age of cnisades was over.

The fourth campaign, the most disastrous of all the campaigns of this fear-

ful war, had now opened. The Austrians filled Saxony and menaced Berlin.

The Russians defeated the King's generals on the Oder, threatened Silesia,

effected a junction with Laudohn, and intrenched themselves strongly at

Kunersdorf. Frederic hastened to attack them. A great battle was fought.

During the earlier part of the day every thing yielded to the impetuosity of

the Pmssians, and to the skill of their chief The lines were forced. Half

the Russian guns were taken. The King sent off a courier to Berlin with

two lines, announcing a complete victory. But, in the mean time, the stub-

bom Russians, defeated yet unbroken, had taken up their stand in an almost

impregnable position, on an eminence where the Jews of Frankfort were
wont to bury their dead. Here the battle recommenced. The Prussian in-

fantry, exhausted by six hours of hard fighting under a sun which equalled

the tropical heat, were yet brought up repeatedly to the attack, but in vain.

The King led three charges in person. Two horses were killed under him.

The officers of his staff fell all round him. His coat was pierced by several

bullets. All was in vain. His infantiy was driven back with frightful

slaughter. Terror began to spread fast from man to man. At that moment,

the fiery cavalry of Laudohn, still fresh, rushed on the wavering ranks. Then
followed an universal rout. Frederic himself was on the point of falling into

the hands of the conquerors, and was with difficulty saved by a gallant offi-

cer, who, at the head of a handful of Hussars, made good a diversion of a

few minutes. Shattered in body, shattered in mind, the King reached that

night a village which the Cossacks had plundered ; and there, in a ruined

and deserted farm-house, flung himself on a heap of straw. He had sent to

Berlin a second despatch very different from his first :
—" Let the royal family

leave Berlin. Send the archives to Potsdam. The town may make tenns

ivith the enemy."
The defeat was, in truth, overwhelming. Of fifty thousand men who had

that morning marched under the black eagles, not three thousand remained

together. The King bethought him again of his oorrosive sublimate, and
wrote to bid adieu to his friends, and to give directions as to the measures to

be taken in the event of his death :
—"I have no resource left

"—such is the

language of one of his letters
— "all is lost. I will not survive the ruin of

my country. Farewell for ever."

But the mutual jealousies of the confederates prevented them from follow-

ing up their victory. They lost a fev/ days in loitering and squabbling ; and
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a few days, improved by Frederic, were worth more than the years of other

men. On the morning after the battle, he had got together eighteen thousand

of liis troops. \'cry soon his force amounted to thirty thousand. Guns were

procured from the neighbouring fortresses ; and there was again an army.

Berhn was for the present safe ; but calamities came pouring on the King in

uninterrupted succession. One of his generals, with a large body of troops,

was taken at Maxen ; another was defeated at Meissen ; and when at length

tlie campaign of 1759 closed, in the rnidst of a rigorous winter, the situation

of Prussia appeared desperate. The only consoling circumstance was, that,

in the West, Ferdinand of Brunswick had been more fortunate than his mas-
ter; and by a series of exploits, of which the battle of Minden was the most
glorious, had removed all apprehension of danger on the side of France.

The fifth year was now about to commence. It seemed impossible that

the Prussian territories, repeatedly devastated by hundreds of thousands of

invaders, could longer support the contest. But the King carried on war as

no European power has ever carried on war, except the Committee of Public

Safety during the great agony of the French Revolution. He governed his

kingdom as he would have governed a besieged town, not caring to what ex-

tent properly was destroyed, or the pursuits of civil life suspended, so that

he did but make head against the enemy. As long as there was a man left

in Prussia, that man might carry a musket ; as long as there was a horse left,

that horse might draw artillery. The coin was debased, the civil functionaries

were left unpaid ; in some provinces civil government altogether ceased to

exist. But there were still rye-bread and potatoes : there were still lead and
gunpowder ; and, while the means of sustaining and destroying life remained,

Frederic was determined to fight it out to the very last.

The earlier part of the campaign of 1760 was unfavourable to him. Berlin

was again occupied by the enemy. Great contributions were levied on the

inhabitants, and the royal palace was plundered. But at length, after two
years of calamity, victory came back to his arms. At Lignitz he gained a

great battle over Laudohn ; at Torga, after a day of horrible carnage, he
triumphed over Daun. The fifth year closed, and still the event was in sus-

pense. In the countries where the war had raged, the misery and exhaus-
rion were more appalling than ever ; but still there were left men and beasts,

arms and food, and still Frederic fought on. In truth he had now been baited

into savageness. His heart was ulcerated with hatred. The implacable re-

sentment with which his enemies persecuted him, though originally provoked
by his own unprincipled ambition, excited in him a thirst for vengeance which
he did not even attempt to conceal. " It is hard," he says in one of his let-

ters, "for man to bear what I bear. I begin to feel that, as the Italians say,

revenge is a pleasure for the gods. My philosophy is worn out by suffering.

I am no .saint, like those of whom we read in the legends ; and I will own
that I should die content if only I could first inflict a portion of the misery
which I endure."
Borne up by such feelings, he struggled with various success, but constant

glory, through the campaign of 176 1. On the whole, tlie result of this cam-
paign was disastrous to Prussia. No great battle was gained by the enemy ;

but, in spite of the desperate bound.s of the hunted tiger, the circle of pursuers

was fast closing round him. Laudohn had suqirised the important fortress

of Schweidnitz. With that fortress, half of Silesia, and the command of the
most important defiles through the mountains, had been transferred to the
Austrians. The Russians had overpowered the King's generals in Pomerania.
The country was so completely desolated that he began, by his own confes-
sion, to look round him with blank despair, unable to imagine where recruits,
horses, or provisions were to be found.

Just at this time two great events brought on a complete change in the
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relations of almost all the powers of Europe. One of those events was the
retirement of Mr Pitt from office ; the other was the death of the Empress
Elizabeth of Russia.

The retirement of Pitt seemed to be an omen of utter ruin to the house of

Brandenburg. His proud and vehement nature was incapable of any thing
that looked like either fear or treachery. He had often declared that, while
he was in power, England shoulil never make a peace of Utrecht, should never,

for any selfish object, abandon an ally even in the last extremity of distress.

The Continental war was his own war. He had been bold enough, he who
in former times had attacked, with irresistible powers oforatory, the Hanoverian
policy of Carteret, and the (German subsidies of Newcastle, to declare that

Hanover ought to be as dear to us as Hampshire, and that he would conquer
America in Germany. He had fallen ; and the power which he had exercised

not always with discretion, but always with vigour and genius, had devolved
on a favourite who was the representative of the Tory party, of the party
which had thwarted William, which had persecuted Marlborough, and which
had given up the Catalans to the vengeance of Philip of Anjou. To make
peace with France, to shake off, with all, or more than all, the speed com-
patible with decency, every Continental connexion, these were among the

chief objects of the new Minister. The policy then followed inspired Frederic

with an unjust, but deep and bitter aversion to the English name, and pro-

duced effects which are still felt throughout the civilised world. To that policy

it was owing that, some years later, England could not find on the whole Con-
tinent a single ally to stand by her, in her extreme need, against the House
of Bourbon. To that policy it was owing that Frederic, alienated from Eng-
land, was compelled to connect himself closely, during his later years, with

Russia, and was induced to assist in that great crime, the fruitful parent of

other great crimes, the first partition of Poland.

Scarcely had the retreat of Mr Pitt deprived Prussia of her only friend,

when the deatli of Elizabeth produced an entire revolution in the politics of

the North. Tlie Grand Duke Peter, her nephew, who now ascended the

Russian throne, was not merely free from the prejudices which his aunt had
entertained against Frederic, but was a worshipper, a servile imitator of the

great King. The days of the new Czar's government were few and evil,

but sufficient to produce a change in the whole state of Christendom. He
set the Prussian prisoners at lil^erty, fitted them out decently, and sent them
back to their master ; he withdrew his troops from the provinces which
Elizabeth had decided on incorporating with her dominions ; and he absolved

all those Prussian subjects, who had been compelled to swear fealty to Russia,

from their engagements.
Not content with concluding peace on terms favourable to Prussia, he so-

licited rank in the Prussian service, dressed himself in a Prussian unifomi,

wore the Black Eagle of Prassia on his breast, made preparations for visiting

Prussia, in order to have an interview with the object of his idolatry, and
actually sent fifteen thousand excellent troops to reinforce the shattered army
of Frederic. Thus strengthened, the King speedily repaired the losses of

the preceding year, reconquered Silesia, defeated Daun at Buckersdorf, in-

vested and retook Schweidnitz, and, at the close of the year, presented ta

the forces of Maria Theresa a front as formidable as before the great reverses

of 1759. Before the end of the campaign, his friend the Emperor Peter,

having, by a series of absurd insults to the institutions, manners, and feelings

of his people, united them in hostility to his person and government, was
deposed and murdered. The Empress, who, under the title of Catharine

the Second, now assumed the supreme power, was, at the commencement
of her administration, by no means partial to Frederic, and refused to permit

her troops to remain under his command. But she observed the peace made
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bv her husbanil ; and Prussia was no lunger threatened by danger from the

Kast.

England and France at the same time paired off together. They concluded
a treaty, by which they bound themselves to observe neutrality with resjiect

to the German war. Thus the coalitions on both sides were dissolved
;

and the original enemies, Austria and Prussia, remained alone confronting

each other.

Austria had undoubtedly far greater means than Prussia, and was less

exhaustetl by hostilities
; yet it seemed hardly possible that Austria could

effect alone what she had in vain attempted to effect when supjiorted by
France on the one side, and by Russia on the other. Danger also began
to menace the Imperial house from another (juarter. The Ottoman Porte
held threatening language, and a hundretl tliou.sand Turks were nmstered
on the frontiers of Hungary. The proud ami revengeful spirit of the Em-
press (,)ueen at length gave way ; and, in February, 1763, the peace of

Hubert-sburg put an enil to the conflict which had, during seven years, de-

vastated Germany. The King ceded nothing. The whole Continent in

arms had proved unable to tear Silesia from that iron grasp.

The war was over. Frederic was safe. His glory was beyond the reach
of envy. If he had not made conquests as vast as those of Alexander, of

Ca;sar, and of Napoleon, if he had not, on fields of battle, enjoyed the con-
stant success of Marlborough and Wellington, he had yet given an example
unrivalled in history of what capacity and resolution can effect against the

greatest superiority of power and the utmost spite of fortune. He entered

Berlin in triumph, after an absence of more than six years. The streets were
brilliantly lighted up ; and, as he passed along in an open carriage, with
F'erdinand of Brunswick at his side, llie multitude saluted him with loud

praises and blessings. He was moved by those marks of attachment, and
repeatedly exclaimed " Long live my dear people ! Long live my children

!

"

Vet, even in the midst of that gay spectacle, he could not but perceive every
where the traces of destruction and decay. The city had been more than

once plundered. Ihe population had considerably diminished. Berlin,

however, had suffered little when compared with most parts of the kingdom.
The niin of private fortunes, the distress of all ranks, was such as might
appal the finnest mind. Almost every province had been the seat of war,

and of war conducted with merciless ferocity. Clouds of Croatians had
descended on Silesia. Tens of thousands of Cossacks had been let loose on
Pomerania and Brandenburg. The mere contributions levied by the in-

vaders amounted, it was said, to more than a hundred millions of dollars
;

and the value of what they extorte'd, was probably much less than the value

of what they destroyed. The fields lay uncultivated. The very seed com had
been devoured in the madness of hunger. Famine and contagious maladies
produced by famine, had swept away the herds and flocks ; and there was
reason to fear that a great pestilence among the human race was likely to

follow in the train of that tremendous war. Near fifteen thousand houses
had been burned to the ground. The population of the kingdom had in

seven years decreaseil to the frightful extent of ten per cent. A sixth of the

males capable of bearing arms had actually perished on the field of battle.

In some districts, nr> labourers, except women, were seen in the fields at

harvest-time. In others, the traveller passed shuddering through a succession

of silent villages, in which not a single inhabitant remained. The currency

had been debased ; the authority of laws and magistrates had been suspended ;

the whole social sy>;tem was deranged. For, during that convulsive struggle,

everj thing that was not military violence was anarchy. F.ven the army
was disorganised. Some great generals, and a crowd of excellent officers,

had fallen, and it had been impossible to supply their place. The difficulty



834 FREDERIC THE GREAT.

of finding recruits had, towards the close of the war, been so great, that

selection and rejection were impossible. Whole battalions were composed
of deserters or of prisoners. It was hardly to be hoped that thirty years of

repose and industiy would repair the ruin produced by seven years of havoc.
One consolatory circumstance, indeed, there was. No debt had been in-

curred. The burdens of the war had been terrible, almost insupportable ;

but no arrear was left to embarrass the finances in time of peace.

Here, for the present, we must pause. We have accompanied Frederic
to the close of his career as a warrior. Possibly, when these Memoirs are

completed, we may resume the consideration of his character, and give some
account of his domestic and foreign policy, and of his private habits, during
the many years of tranquillity which followed the Seven Years' War.

I



LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME.

PREFACE.
•

That what is called the history of the Kings and early Consuls of Rome
is to a great extent fabulous, few scholars have, since tiie time of Beaufort,

ventured to deny. It is certain that, more than three hundred and sixty

years after the date ordinarily assigned for the foundation of the city, the

public records were, with scarcely an exception, destroyed by the Gauls.

It is certain that the oldest annals of the commonwealth were compiled

more than a century and a half after this destruction of the records. It is

certain, therefore, that the great Latin writers of the Augustan age did

not possess those materials, without which a trustworthy account of the

infancy of the republic could not possibly be framed. Those writers own,

indeed, that the chronicles to which they had access were filled with

battles that were never fought, and Consuls that were never inaugurated ;

and we have abundant proof that, in these chronicles, events of the

greatest importance, such as the issue of the war with Porsena, and the

issue of the war wi'h Brennus, were grossly misrepresented. Under thc^e

circum.stances a wise man will look with great suspicion on the legend

which has come down to us. He will perhaps be inclined to regard the

princes who are said to have founded the civil and religious institutions of

Rome, the son of Mars, and the husband of Egeria, as mere mythological

personages, of the same class with Perseus and Ixion. As he draws nearer

and nearer to the confines of authentic history, he will become less and

less hard of belief. He will admit that the most important parts of the

narrative have some foundation in truth But he will distrust almost

all the details, not only because they seldom rest on any solid evidence,

but also because he will constantly detect in them, even when they are

within the limits of physical possibility, that peculiar character, more easily

understood than defined, which distinguishes the creations of the imagi-

nation from the realities of the world in which we live.

The early history of Rome is indeed far more poetical than anything else

in Latin literature. The loves of the Vestal and the God of War, the
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cradle laid among the reeds of Tiber, the fig-tree, the she-wolf, the shep.

herd's cabin, the recognition, the fratricide, the rape of the Sabines, the

death of Tarpeia, the fall of Hostus Hostilius, the struggle of Mettus

Curtius through the marsh, the women rushing with torn raiment and

dishevelled hair between their fathers and their husbands, the nightly

meetings of Numa and the Nymph by the well in the sacred grove, the

fight of the three Romans and the three Albans, the purchase of the

Sibylline books, the crime of TuUia, the simulated madness of Brutus,

the ambiguous reply of the Delphian oracle to the Tarquins, the wrongs

of Lucretia, the heroic actions of Horatius Codes, of Screvola, and o^

Cltelia, the battle of Regillus won by the aid of Castor and Pollux, the

defence of Cremera, the touching story of Coriolanus, ihe still more
touching story of Virginia, the wild legend about the draining of the

Alban lake, the combat between Valerius Corvus and the gigantic Gaul,

are among the many instances which will at once suggest themselves to

every reader.

In the narrative of Livy, who was a man of fine imagination, these

stories retain much of their genuine character. Nor could even the taste-

less Dionysius distort and mutilate them into mere prose. Tlie poetry

shines, in spite of him, through the dreary pedantry of his eleven books.

It is discernible in the most tedious and in the most superficial modern
works on the early times of Rome. It enlivens the dulness of the

Universal History, and gives a charm to the most meagre abridgments oi

Goldsmith.

Even in the age of Plutarch there were discerning men who rejected

the popular account of the foundation of Rome, because that account

appeared to them to have the air, not of a history, but of a romance or a

drama. Plutarch, who was displeased at their incredulity, had nothing

better to say in reply to their arguments llian that chance sometimes turns

poet, and produces trains of events not to be distinguished from the most

elaborate plots which are constructed by art. * But though the existence

of a poetical element in the early history of the Great City was detected

so many years ago, the first critic who distinctly saw from what source

that poetical element had been derived was James Perizonius, one of the

most acute and learned antiquaries of the seventeenth century. His theory,

which, in his own days, attracted little or no notice, was revived in the

present generation by Niebuhr, a man who would have been the first wriier

of his time, if his talent for communicating truths had borne any propor-

tion to his talent for investigating them. That theory has been adopted

* 'YnovTOv fiiv ivioii iari to Spa/J-ariKov Kai TrXaCTfiOTuJef ou Set ii iiridTfiv, ti)I»

rvxi?" opuvTas, oi<oi' jroiijfiaTwi' irj/iitowpyo? «<7ti.—Pint. Rom. viiL This remarkable

pass.ige lias been more grossly misinterpreted than any other in the Greek language,

where the sense was so obvious. The Latin version of Cruserius, the French version of

Amyot, the old English version by several hands, and the later English version by

Langhorne, are all equally destitute of every trace of the meaning of the original. None
of the translators saw even that n-oirj/na is a poem. They all render it an event-

I
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by several eminent scholars of our own country, particularly by the Bishop

of St. David's, by Professor Maiden, and by the lamented Arnold. It

appears to be now generally received by men conversant with classical

antiquity ; and indeed it rests on such strong proofs, both internal and
external, that it will not be easily subverted. A popular exposition of this

theory, and of the evidence by which it is supported, may not be without

interest even for readers who are unacquainted with the ancient languages.

The Latin literature which has come down to us is of later date than the

commencement of the Second Punic War, and consists almost exclusively

of works fashioned on Greek models. The Latin metres, heroic, elegiac,

lyric, and dramatic, are of Greek origin. The best Latin epic poetry is

the feeble echo of the Iliad and Odyssey. The best Latin eclogues are

imitations of Theocritus. The plan of the most finished didactic poem
in the Latin tongue was taken from Hesiod. The Latin tragedies are

bad copies of the masterpieces of Sophocles and Euripides. The Latin

comedies are free translations from Demophilus, Menander, and ApoUo-
dorus. The Latin philosophy was borrowed, without alteration, from the

Portico and the Academy ; and the great Latin orators constantly proposed

to themselves as patterns the speeches of Demosthenes and Lysias.

But there was an earlier Latin literature, a literature truly Latin, which

has wholly perished, which had, indeed, almost wholly perished long

before those whom we are in the habit of regarding as the greatest Latin

writers were bom. That literature abounded with metrical romances,

such as are found in every country where there is much curiosity and intel-

ligence, but little reading and writing. All human being?, not utterly

savage, long for some information about past times, and are delighted by
narratives which present pictures to the eye of the mind. But it is only in

very enlightened communities that books are readily accessible. Metrical

composition, therefore, which, in a highly civilised nation, is a mere luxury,

If, in nations imperfectly civilised, almost a necessary of life, and is valued

less on account of the pleasure which it gives to the ear, than on account

of the help which it gives to the memory. A man who can invent or

embellish an interesting story, and put it into a form which others may
easily retain in their recollection, will always be highly esteemed by a

people eager for amusement and information, but destitute of libraries.

Such is the origin of ballad-poetry, a species of composition which scarcely

ever fails to spring up an3 nourish in every society, at a certain point in

the progress towards refinement. Tacitus informs us that songs were the

rily memorials of the past which the ancient Germans possessed. We
1 -im from Luc.m and from Ammianus Marcellinus that the brave actions

of the ancient Gauls were commemorated in the verses of Bards. During

many ages, and through many revolutions, minstrelsy retained its influence

over both the Teutonic and the Celtic race. The vengeance exacted by the

spouse of Attiia for the murder of Siegfried was celebrated in rhymes, of

which Germany is still justly proud. The exploits of Athelstane were

commemorated by the Anglo-Saxons, and those of Canute by the Danes,
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in rude poems, of which a few fragments have come down to us. The
chants of the Welsh harpers preserved, through ages of darkness, a faint

and doubtful memory of Arthur. In the Highlands of Scotland may still

be gleaned some relics of the old songs about CuthuUin and Fingal. The
long struggle of the Servians against the Ottoman power was recorded in

lays full of martial spirit. We learn from Herrera that, when a Peruvian

Inca died, men of skill were appointed to celebrate him in verses, which

all the people learned by heart, and sang in public on days of festival.

The feats of Kurroglou, the great freebooter of Turkistan, recounted in

ballads composed by himself, are known in every village of Northern

Persia. Captain Beechey heard the Bards of the Sandwich Islands recite

the heroic achievements of Tamehameha, the most illustrious of their kings.

Mungo Park found in the heart of Africa a class of singing-men, the only

annalists of their rude tribes, and heard them tell the story of the victory

which Damel, the negro prince of the Jaloffs, M'on over Abdulkader, the

Mussulman tyrant of Foota Torra. This species of poetry attained a high

degree of excellence among the Castilians, before they began to copy Tuscan

I

patterns. It attained a still higher degree of excellence among the Eng-

lish and the Lowland Scotch, during the fourteenth, fifteenth, and six-

^teenth centuries. But it reached its full perfection in ancient Greece;

for there can be no doubt that the great Homeric poems are generically

ballads, though widely distinguished from all other ballads, and indeed

from almost all other human compositions, by transcendent sublimity and

beauty.

As it is agreeable to general experience that, at a certain stage in the

progress of society, ballad-poetry should flourish, so is it also agreeable to

general experience that, at a subsequent stage m the progress of society,

ballad-poetry should be undervalued and neglected. Knowledge advances :

manners change : great foreign models of composition are studied and

imitated. The phraseology of the old minstrels becomes obsolete. Their

versification, which, having received its laws only from the ear, abounds

in irregularities, seems licentious and uncouth. Their simplicity appears

beggarly when compared with the quaint forms and gaudy colouring of

such artists as Cowley and Gongora. The ancient lays, unjustly despised

by the learned and polite, linger for a time in the memory of the vulgar,

and are at length too often irretrievably lost. We cannot wonder that the

ballads of Rome should have altogether disappeared, when we remember

how very narrowly, in spite of the invention of printing, those of our own

country and those of Spain escaped the same fate. There is indeed little

doubt that oblivion covers many English songs equal to any that were

published by Bishop Percy, and many Spanish songs as good as the best

of those which have been so happily translated by Mr. Lockhart. Eighty

years ago England possessed only one tattered copy of Childe Waters and

Sir Cauline, and Spain only one tattered copy of the noble poem of the

Cid. The snuff of a candle, or a mischievous dog, might in a moment

have deprived the world for ever of any of those fine compositions. Sir

I
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Walter Scott, who united to the fire of a great puel the niiruile curiosity

and patient diligence of a great antiquary, was but just in lime to save the

precious relics of the Minstrelsy of the Border. In Germany, the lay ol

the Nibelungs had been lonj^ utterly forgotten, when, in the eighteenth

century, it was, for the first time, printed from a manuscript in the old

library of a noble family. In truth, the only people who, through their

whole passage from simplicity to the highest civilisation, never for a

moment ceased to love and admire their old ballads, were the Greeks.

That the early Romans should have had ballad-poetry, and that this

poetry should have perished, is therefore not strange. It would, on the

contrary, have been strange if these things had not come to pass ; and we
sliould be justified in pronouncing them highly probable, even if we had
no direct evidence on the subject. But we have direct evidence of unques-

tionable authority.

Ennius, who flourished in the time of the Second Punic War, was
regarded in the Augustan age as the father of Latin poetry. He was, in

truth, the father of the second school of Latin poetry, the only school of

which the works have descended to us. But from Ennius himself we learn

that there were poets who stood to him in the same relation in which the

author of the romance of Count Alarcos stood to Garcilaso, or the author

of the ' Lytell Geste i)f Robyn Hode ' to Lord Surrey. Ennius speaks of

verses which the Fauns and the Bards were wont to chant in the old time,

when none had yet studied the graces of speech, when none had yet

climbed the peaks sacred to the Goddesses of Grecian song. 'Where,'

Cicero mournfully asks, 'are those old verses now ? '
*

Contemporary with Ennius was Quintus Fabius Pictor, the earliest of

the Roman annalists. His account of the infancy and youth of Romulus
and Remus has been preserved by Dionysius, and contains a very remark-

able reference to the ancient Latin poetry. ?"al)ius says that, in his time,

his countrymen were still in the habit of singing ballads about the Twins.

•Even in the hut of Faustulus,'—so these old lays appear to have run,

—

'the children of Rhea and Mars were, in port and in spirit, not like unto

• 'Quid? Nostri veferes versus ubi sunt?

"Quosolim Fauni vatesque canebant
Cum neque Musarum scopulos quisquam superarat,

Nee dicti studiosus crat.'" Brutus, xviii.

The Muses, it should be observed, ar-r Greek divinities. The Italian Goddesses of
verse were the Camoenae. At a later period, the appellations were used indiscriminately

;

but in the age of Ennius there was probably a distinction. In the epitaph of Naivius,
who w.is the representative of the old Italian school of poetry, the Camoenae, not the
Muses, are represented as grieving for the lob of their votary. The ' Mus-arum scopuli"
are evidently the peaks of Parnassus.

Scaliger, in a note on Varro {De Lingua Latina, lib. vi.), suggests, with great
ingenuity, that the F.-»uns, who were represented by ths superstition of later ages as a
race of monsters, half gods and half brutes, may really have been a class of men who
exercised in Latium, at a very remote period, the s.ime functions which belonged to the
Magians in Persia and to the Bards in Gaul.
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swineherds or cowherds, but such that men might well guess them to be
of the blood of Kings and Gods." *

Cato the Censor, who also lived in the days of the Second Punic War,
mentioned this lost literature in his lost work on the antiquities of his

country. Many ages, he said, before his time, there were ballads in praise

of illustrious men
; and these ballads it was the fashion for the guests at

* Oi Si- avSpiaOei'Tfi yivovTai, Kara, re a^Cuij-lv /xopi^i^s Kal <^poio)/u,aTOs oyKOV, oil

<rvo(/>op^ois Koi povKoKoK eoiKOTes, aAX'oiou? ai> T15 ofiM<Tet€ tovs e(c /SaatAeiou re <^ucto5
yeVous, Kal ano Saifioum' criropai yfvtadai i'0(xifo/iieVou?, w? tv toi? naTpioii vfivoi? utto

'Fmnaioiv in Ka.\ t-vv aS^Ttn.—Diott. Hal. i. 79. This passage has sometimes been cited
as if Dionysius had been speaking in his own person, and had, Greek as he was, been
so industrious or so fortunate as to discover some valuat)le remains of that early Latin
poetry which the greatest Latin writers of his age regretted as hopelessly lost. Such
a supposition is highly improbable ; and indeed it seems clear from the context that
Dionysius, as Reiske and other editors evidently thought, was merely quoting from
Fabius Pictor. The whole passage has the air of an extract from an ancient chronicle
and is introduced by the words, KoIVto? fiev *o/3tos, 6 IltKTwp Aevdjueros, T^6e vpac^ei.

Another argument may be urged which seems to deserve consideration. The author
of the passage in question mentions a thatched hut which, in his time, stood between
the summit of Mount Palatine and the Circus. This hut, he says, was built by Romulus,
and was constantly kept in repair at the public charge, but never in any respect embel-
lished. Now, in the age of Dionysius there certainly was at Rome a thatched hut, said
to have been that of Romulus. But this hut, as we learn from Vitruvius, stood, not
near the Circus, but in the Capitol. {Vit- ii. i.) If, therefore, we understand Dionysius
to speak in his own person, we can reconcile his statement with that of Vitruvius only
by supposing that there were at Rome, in the Augustan age, two thatched huts, both
believed to have been built by Romulus, and both carefully repaired and held in high
honour. The objections to such a supposition seem to be strong. Neither Dionysius
nor Vitruvius speaks of more than one such hut. Dio Cassius informs us that twice,

during the long administration of Augustus, the hut of Romulus caught fire (.\lviii. 43,
liv. 29). Had there been two such huts, would he not have told us of which he spoke?
An English historian would hardly give an account of a fire at Queen's College without
saying whether it was at Queen's College, Oxford, or at Queen's College. Cambridge.
Marcus Seneca, Macrobius, and Conon, a Greek writer from whom Photius has made
large extracts, mention only one hut of Romulus, that in the Capitol. {M. Seneca,
Conir. i. 6; Macrobius, Sat. i. 15; Photius, Bibl. 186.) Ovid, Livy, Petronius, Val-
erius Maximus, Lucius Seneca, and St. Jerome mention only one hut of Romulus,
without specifying the site. {Ovid. Fasti, Wi. 183; Liv. v. 53; Petronius, Pragvi.:
yal. Max. iv. 4 ; L. Seneca, Consolatio ad Hehiam; D. Hicron. ad Paulinianuin
de Didyvio.)

The whole difficulty is removed if we suppose that Dionysius was merely quoting
Fabius Pictor. Nothing is more probable than that the cabin, which in the time of
Fabius stood near the Circus, might, long before the age of Augustus, have been trans-

ported to the Capitol, as the place fittest, by reason both of its safety and of its sanctity,

to contain so precious a relic.

The l.inguage of Plutarch confirms this hypothesis. He describes, with great precision,

the spot where Romulus dwelt, on the slope of Mount Palatine leading to the Circus

;

but he says not a word implying that the dwelling was still to be seen thrre. Indeed,
his expressions imply that it was no longer there. The evidence of Solinus is still more
to the point. He, like Plutarch, describes the spot where Romulus had re.sided, and
says expressly that the luit had been there, but that in his time it was there no longer.

The site, it is certain, was well remembered ; and probably retained its old name, as
Charing Cro.ss and the Haymaket nave done. "I'his is probably the explanation

of the words, ' casa Romuli,' in Victor's description of the Tenth Region of Komc,
under Valentinian.



PREFACE. 841

banqaeis to sing in turn while the piper played. 'Woul<i,' exclaims

Cicero, 'that we still had the old ballads of which Calo speaks !
'
*

Valerius Maximus gives us exactly similar information, without mention-

ing his authority, and observes that the ancient Roman ballads were pro-

bably of more benefit to the young than all the lectures of the Athenian

schools, and that to the influence of the national poetry were to be ascribed

the virtues of such men as Camillus and Fabricius.t

Varro, whose authority on all questions connected with the antiquities

of his country is entitled to the greatest respect, tells us that at banquets

it was once the fashion for boys to sing, sometimes with and sometimes

without instrumental music, ancient ballads in praise of men of former

times. These young performers, he observes, were of unblemished char-

acter, a circumstance which he probably mentioned because, among the

Greeks, and indeed in his time among the Romans also, the morals of

singing-boys were in no high repute.*

The testimony of Horace, though given incidentally, confirms the state-

ments of Cato, Valerius Maximus, and Varro. The poet predicts that,

under the peaceful administration of Augustus, the Romans will, over their

full goblets, sing to the pipe, after the fashion of their fathers, the deeds

of brave captains, and the ancient legends touching the origin of the city.§

^The proposition, then, that Rome had ballad-poetry is not merely in

itself highly probable, but is fully proved by direct evidence of the greatest

weight.

This proposition being established, it becomes easy to understand why
the early history of the city is unlike almost everything else in Latin litera-

ture, native where almost everything else is borrowed, imaginative where
almost everything else is prosaic. We can scarcely hesitate to pronounce

* Cicero relers twice to this important passage in Cato's Antiquities :
—

' Gravissimus

auctor in Originibus dixit Cato, raorem apud majores hunc epularum fuisse, ut deinceps,

qui accubatcnt, caner«nt ad tibiam clarorum virorum Inudes atque virtutes. Ex quo
per.-picuum est, el cantus turn fuisse rescriptos vocum sonis, et carmina.'

—

Tusc. Qturst.

iv. 2. Again : ' Utiuam exstarent ill.^ carmina, qua:, mullis sa:culis ante suam a:tateni,

in epulis esse cantiuta a singulis convivis de clarorum virorum laudibus, in Originibus

tcriptum reliquit Cato."

—

Brutus, xix.

t ' Majores natu in conviviis ad tibias egregia superiorum opera carmine comprehensa
pangebant, quo ad ea imitanda juventutem alacriorcra rcdderent. . . . Quas Athenas,

quam scholam, qux alienigena studia huic domestics discipline prztulerim? Inde
oriebantur Camilli, Scipioncs, Fabricii, Marcclli, Fabii.'

—

I'a/. Max. ii. i.

X
' In conviviis pueri modcsti ut cantarent carmina antiqua, in quibus laudes erant

majoniro, et assa voce, et cum tibicinc.' Nonius, Assa vote pro sola.

\ ' Nosque et profestis lucibus et ^acris,

Inter jocosi munera Liberi,

Cum prole matroriisque nostris,

Rite Deos prius apprecati,

Virtute functos, more patrum, duces,

Lydis remixto carmine tibiis,

Trojamque, et Anchisen, et almjc

ProKeniem Veneris canemus.
Carm. iv. 15.
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tliat the magnificent, pathetic, and truly national legends, which present

so striking a contrast to all that surrounds them, are broken and defaced

fragments of that early poetry which, even in the age of Cato the Censor,

had become antiquated, and of which TuUy had never heard a line.

That this poetry should have been suffered to perish will not appear

strange when we consider how complete was the triumph of the Greek
genius over the public mind of Italy. It is probable that, at an early

period. Homer and Herodotus furnished some hints to the Latin minstrels ;*

but it was not till after the war with Pyrrhus that the poetry of Rome began

to put off its old Ausonian character. The transformation was soon con-

summated. The conquered, says Horace, led captive the conquerors. It

was precisely at the time at which the Roman people rose to unrivalled

political ascendancy that they stooped to pass under the intellectual yoke.

It was precisely at the time at which the sceptre departed from Greece

that the empire of her language and of her arts became universal and des-

potic. The revolution, indeed, was not effected without a struggle. Nsevius

seems to have been the last of the ancient line of poets. Ennius was the

founder of a new dynasty. Nsevius celebrated the First Punic War in

Saturnian verse, the old national verse of Italy, f Ennius sang the Second

* See the Preface to the Lay of the Battle of Regillus.

t Cicero speaks highly in more than one place of this poem of Naevius ; Ennius sneered

at it, and stole from it.

As to the Saturnian measure, see Hermann's Elementa Doctrines Metrica, iii. g.

The Saturnian line, according to the grammarians, consisted of two parts. The first

was a catalectic dimeter iambic ; the second was composed of three trochees. But the

license taken by the early Latin poets seems to have been almost boundless. The most
perfect Saturnian line which has been preserved was the work, not of a professional

artist, but of an amateur :

' Dabunt malum Metelll Naevio poetse.'

There has been much difference of opinion among learned men respecting the history

of this measure. That it is the same with a Greek measure used by Archilochus is

indisputable. {Bentley, Pluilaris, xi.) But in spite of the authority of Terentianns

Maurus, and of the still higher authority of Bentley, we may venture to doubt whether

the coincidence was not fortuitous. We constantly find the same rude and simple

numbers in different countries, under circumstances which make it impossible to suspect

that there has been imitation on either side. Bishop Heber heard the children of a

village in Bengal singing ' Radh.i, Radha,' to the tune of ' My boy Billy.' Neither the

Castilian nor the German minstrels of the Middle Ages owed anything: to Paros or to

ancient Rome. Yet both the poem of the Cid and the poem of the Nibelungs contain

many Saturnian verses ; as

—

' Esta.s nuevas a mio Cid eran venidas.'

' A mi lo dicen ; i ti dan las orejades.'

' Man m5hte michel wunder von Sifride sagen.'
' Wa ich den Kiinic vinde daz sol man mir sagen.'

Indeed there cannot be a more perfect Saturnian line than one which is sung in every

English nursery

—

' The queen was in her parlour eating bread and honey ;

'

{
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Punic War in numbers borrowed from the Iliad. The elder poet, in the

epuaph which he wrote for himself, and which is a fine specimen of the

early Roman diction and versification, plaintively boasted that the Latin

lang'jage had died with him.* Thus what to Horace appeared to be

the tjrst faint dawn of Roman literature, appeared to Ncevius to be

its hopeless setting. In truth, one literature was setting, and another

dawning.

The victory of the foreign taste was decisive : and indeed we can hardly

blame the Romans for turning away with contempt from the rude lays

which had delighted their fathers, and giving their whole admiration to

the immortal productions of Greece. The national romances, neglected

by the great and the refined, whose education had been finished at Rhodes

or Athens, continued, it may be supposed, during some generations, to

delight the vulgar. While Virgil, in hexameters of exquisite modula-

yet the author of this line, we may be assured, borrowed nothing from either Nzvius or

Archilochus.

On the other hand, it is by no means improbable that, two or three hundred years

before the time of Ennius, some Latin minstrel may have visited Sybaris or Crotona,

may have heard some verses of Archilochus sung, may have been pleased with the

metre, and may have introduced it at Rome. Thus much is certain, that the Saturnian

measure, if not a native of Italy, was at least so early and so completely naturalised

there that its foreign origin was forgotten.

Bentley says indeed that the Saturnian measure was first brought from Greece into

Italy by Nsevius. But this is merely obiter dictum, to use a phrase common in our

courts of law, and would not have been deliberately maintained by chat incomparable

critic, whose memory is held in reverence by all lovers of learning. The arguments

which might be brought against Bentley's assertion—for it is mere assertion, supported

by no evidence— are innumerable. .\ few will suffice.

1. Bentley's assertion is opposed to the testimony of Ennius. Ennius sneered at

Njevius for writing on the First Punic W.-»r in verses such as the old Italian bards used

before Greek literature had been studied. Now the poem of Nsvius was in Saturnian

verse. Is it possible that Ennius could have used such expressions if the Saturnian

rerse had been just imported from Greece for the firt-t time?

2. Bentley's assertion Ls opposed to the testimony of Horace. ' When Greece,' says

Horace, ' introduced her arts into our uncivilised country, those rugged Saturnian

numbers passed away.' Would Horace have said this if the Saturnian numbers had
been imported from Greece just before the hexameter?

3. Bentley's assertion is opp</sed to the testimony of Festus and of Aurelius Victor,

both of whom positively say that the most ancient prophecies attributed to the Fauns
were in Saturnian verse.

4. Bentley's assertion is opposed to the testimony of Terentianus Maurus, to whom
he hais himself appealed. Terentianus Maurus does indeed say that the Saturnian

measure, though believed by the Romans from a very early period (' credidit vetustas')

to be of Italian invention, was really borrowed from the Greeks. But Terentianus

Maurus does not say th.a it was first borrowed by Naevius. Nay, the expressions used

by Terentianus Maurus clearly imply the contrary : for how could the Romans have

believed, from a very early period, that this measure was the indigenous production of

Latium, if it was really brought over from Greece in an age of intelligence and liberal

curiosity, in the age which gave birth to Ennius, Plautus, Caio the Censor, and other

distinguished writers? If Bentl'-y's assertion were correct, there could have been no

more doubt at Rome about the Greek origin of the Saturnian measure than about the

Greek origin of hexameters or Sapphics.
* Aulus Geilius, Noctcs Atiicz, 1. a^.
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tion, described the sports of rustics, those rustics were still singing their

wild Saturnian ballads* It is not improbable that, at the time when
Cicero lamented the irreparable loss of the poems mentioned by Cato, a
search among the nooks of the Apennines, as active as the search which
Sir Walter Scott made among the descendants of the mosstroopers of

Liddesdale, might have brought to light many fine remains of ancient

minstrelsy. No such search was made. The Latin ballads perished for

ever. Yet discerning critics have thought that they could still perceive in

the early history of Rome numerous fragments of this lost poetry, as the

traveller on classic ground sometimes finds, built into the heavy wall of a
fort or convent, a pillar rich with acanthus leaves, or a frieze where the

Amazons and Bacchanals seem to live. The theatres and temples of the

Greek and the Roman were degraded into the quarries of the Turk and
the Goth. Even so did the ancient Saturnian poetry become the quarry
in which a crowd of orators and annalists found the materials for their

prose.

It is not difficult to trace the process by which the old songs were trans-

muted into the form which they now wear. Funeral panegyric and
chronicle appear to have been the intermediate links which connected the

lost ballads with the histories now extant. From a very early period it

was the usage that an oration should be pronounced over the remains of a

noble Roman. The orator, as we learn from Polybius, was expected, on
such an occasion, to recapitulate all the services which the ancestors of the

deceased had, from the earliest time, rendered to the commonwealth.
There can be little doubt that the speaker on whom this duty was imposed
would make use of all the stories suited to his purpose which were to be
found in the popular lays. There can be as little doubt that the family of

an eminent man would preserve a copy of the speech which had been pro-

nounced over his corpse. The compilers of the early chronicles would
have recourse to these speeches ; and the great historians of a later period

would have recourse to the chronicles.

~ It may be worth while to select a particular story, and to trace its pro-

bable progress through these stages. The description of the migration

of the Fabian house to Cremera is one of the finest of the many fine

passages which lie thick in the earlier books of Livy. The Consul, clad

in his military garb, stands in the vestibule of his house, marshalling his

clan, three hundred and six fighting men, all of the same proud patrician

•blood, all worthy to be attended by the fasces, and to command the legions.

A sad and anxious retinue of friends accompanies the adventurers through

the street ; but the voice of lamentation is drowned by the shouts of

admiring thousands. As the procession passes the Capitol, prayers and
vows are poured forth, but in vain. The devoted band, leaving Janus on

the right, marches to its doom through the Gate of Evil Luck. After

achieving high deeds of valour against overwhelming numbers, all perish

* See Servius, in Georg. ii. 385.
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save one child, the stock from which the great Fabian race was destined

again to spring for the safety and glory of ihe commonwealth. That this

fine romance, the details of which are so full of poetical truth, and so

utterly destitute of all show of historical truth, came originally from some
lay wliich had often been sung with great applause at banquets, is in the

highest degree probable. Nor is it difficult to imagine a mode in which

the transmission might have taken place.

The celebrated Quintus Fabius Maximus, who died about twenty years

before the First Punic War, and more than forty years before Ennius was
bom, is said to have been interred with extraordinary pomp. In the

eulogy pronounced over his body all the great exploits of his ancestors

were doubtless recounted and exaggerated. If there were then extant

songs which gave a vivid and touching description of an event, tlie saddest

and the most glorious in the long history of the Fabian house, nothing

could be more natural than that the panegyrist should borrow from such
songs their finest tonches, in order to adorn his speech. A few generations

later the songs would perhaps be forgotten, or remembered only by shep-

herds and vine-dressers. But the speech would certainly be preserved in

the archives of the Fabian nobles. Fabius Pictor would be well acquainted
with a document so interesting to his personal feelings, and would insert

large extracts from it in his rude chronicle. That chronicle, as we know,
•was the oldest to which Livy had access. Livy would at a glance dis-

tinguish the bold strokes of the forgotten poet from the dull and feeble

narrative by which they were surrounded, would retouch them with a

delicate and powerful pencil, and would make them immortal.

That this might happen at Rome can scarcely be doubted ; for some-

thing very like this has happened in several countries, and, among others,

in our own. Perhaps the theory of Perizonius cannot be better illustrated

than by showing that what he supposes to have taken place in ancient

times has, beyond all doubt, taken place in modern times.

' History.' says Hume with the utmost gravity, ' has preserved some
instances of Edgar's amours, from which, as from a specimen, we may
form a conjecture of the rest.' He then tells very agreeably the stories

of Eifleda and Eiirida, two stories which have a most suspicious air of

romance, and which, indeed, greatly resemble, in their general character,

some of the legends of early Rome. He cites, as his authority for these

two tales, the chronicle of William of Malmesbury, who lived in the time
of King Stephen. The great majority of readers suppose that the device
by wliich Elfrida was substituted for her young mistress, the artifice by
which Athelwold obtained the hand of Elfrida, the detection of that

artifice, the hunting party, and the vengeance of the amorous king, are

things about which there is no more doubt than about the execution of

Anne Boleyn, or the slitting of Sir John Coventry's nose. But when we
turn to William of Malmesbury, we fmd that Hume, in his eagerness to

relate these pleasant fables, has overlooked one very important circum-

stance. William does indeed tell both the stories ; but he gives us distinct
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notice that he does not warrant their truth, and that they rest on no better

authority than that of ballads.*

Such is the way in which these two well-known tales have been handed

down. They originally appeared in a poetical form. They found their

way from ballads into an old chronicle. The ballads perished ; the

chronicle remained, A great historian, some centuries after the ballads

had been altogether forgotten, consulted the chronicle. He was struck by

the lively colouring of these ancient fictions : he transferred them to his

pages ; and thus we find inserted, as unquestionable facts, in a narrative

which is likely to last as long as the English tongue, the inventions of

some minstrel whose works were probably never committed to writing,

whose name is buried in oblivion, and whose dialect has become obsolete.

It must, then, be admitted to be possible, or rather highly probable, that

the stories of Romulus and Remus, and of the Horatii and Curiatii, may

have had a similar origin.

Castilian literature will furnish us with another parallel case. Mariana,

the classical historian of Spain, tells the story of the ill-starred marriage

which the King Don Alonso brought about between the heirs of Carrion

and the two daughters of the Cid. The Cid bestowed a princely dower

on his sons-in-law. But the young men were base and proud, cowardly

and cruel. They were tried in danger, and found wanting. They fled

before the Moors, and once, when a lion broke out of his den, they ran

»

and crouched in an unseemly hiding-place. They knew that they were

despised, and took counsel how they might be avenged. They parted

from their father-in-law with many signs of love, and set forth on a journey

with Doiia Elvira and Dona Sol. In a solitary place the bridegrooms

seized their brides, stripped them, scourged them, and departed, leaving

them for dead. But one of the house of Bivar, suspecting foul play, had

followed the travellers in disguise. The ladies were brought back safe to

the house of their father. Complaint was made to the king. It was ad-

judged by the Cortes that the dower given by the Cid should be returned,

and that the heirs of Carrion together with one of their kindred should do

battle against three knights of the party of the Cid. The guilty youths

would have declined the combat ; but all their shifts were vain. They

were vanquislied in the lists, and for ever disgraced, while their injured

wives were sought in marriage by great princes.+

Some Spanish writers have laboured to show, by an examination of

dates and circumstances, that this story is untrue. Such confutation was

surely not needed ; for the narrative is on the face of it a romance. How
it found its way into Mariana's history is quite clear. He acknowledges

his obligations to the ancient chronicles ; and had doubtless before him

the ' Cronica del famoso Cavallero Cid Ruy Diez Campeador,' which

* 'Infamias quas post dicam magis resperserunt cantilense.' Edgar appears to have

been most mercilessly treated in the Anglo-Saxon ballads. He was the favourite of the

monks ; and the monks and the minstrels were at deadly feud.

t Mariana, lib. x. cap. 4.
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had been printed as early as the year 1552. He little suspected that all

the most striking passages in this chronicle were copied from a poem of

the twelfth century, a poem of which the language and versification had

long been obsolete, but which glowed with no common portion of the

fire of the Iliad. Vet such was the fact. More than a century and a half

after the death of Mariana, this venerable ballad, of which one imperfect

copy on parchment, four hundred years old, had been preserved at Bivar,

was for the first time printed. Then it was found that every interesting

circumstance of the story of the heirs of Carrion was derived by the

eloquent Jesuit from a song of which he had never heard, and which was

composed by a minstrel whose very name had long been forgotten.*

Such, or nearly such, appears to have been the process by which the

lost ballad-poetry of Rome was transformed into history. To reverse that

process, to transform some portions of early Roman history back into the

poetry out of which they were made, is the object of this work.

In the following poems the author speaks, not in his own person, but

in the persons of ancient minstrels who know only what a Roman citizen,

born three or four hundred years before the Christian era, may be supposed

to have known, and who are in nowise above the passions and prejudices

of their age and nation. To these imaginary poets must be ascribed some

blunders which are so obvious that it is unnecessary to point them out.

The real blunder would have been to represent these old poets as deeply

versed in general history, and studious of chronological accuracy. To them

must also be attributed the illiberal sneers at the Greeks, the furious party-

spirit, the contempt for the arts of peace, the love of war for its own sake,

the ungenerous exultation over the vanquished, which the reader will some-

times observe. To portray a Roman of the age of Camillus or Curius as

superior to national antipathies, as mourning over the devastation and

slaughter by which empire and triumphs were to be won, as looking on

human suffering with the sympathy of Howard, or as treating conquered

enemies with the delicacy of the Black Prince, would be to violate all

dramatic propriety. The old Romans had some great virtues, fortitude,

temperance, veracity, spirit to resist oppression, respect for legitimate

authority, fidelity in the observing of contracts, disinterestedness, ardent

patriotism ; but Christian charity and chivalrous generosity were alike

unknown to them.

It would have been obviously improper to mimic the manner of any par-

ticular age or country. Something has been borrowed, however, from our

own old ballads, and more from Sir Walter Scott, the great restorer of our

ballad-poetry. To the Iliad still greater obligations are due ; and those

obligations have been contracted with the less hesitation, because there is

• See the account which Sanchez eives of the Bivar manuscript in the first volume of
the CoUcci(m de Poesias Castellantu anteriores al Siglo XP'. Part of the story of the
lords of Carrion, in the poem of the Cid, h»s been translated by Mr. Frere in a manner
above all praise.
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reason to believe that some of the old Latin minstrels really had recourse to

that inexhaustible store of poetical images.

It would have been easy to swell this little volume to a very considerable

bulk by appending notes filled with quotations ; but to a learned reader

such notes are not necessary ; for an unlearned reader they would have
little interest ; and the judgment passed both by the learned and by
the unlearned on a work of the imagination will always depend much
more on the general character and spirit of such a work than on minute
details.
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There can be little doubt that among those parts of early Roman history

vhich had a poetical origin was the legend of Horatius Codes. We have

several versions of the story, and these versions differ from each other in

points of no small importance. Polybius, there is reason to believe, heard

the tale recited over the remains of some Consul or Praetor descended from

the old Horatian patricians ; for he introduces it as a specimen of the

narratives with which the Romans were in the habit of embellishing their

funeral oratory. It is remarkable that, according to him, Horatius defended

the bridge alone, and perished in the waters. According to the chronicles,

which Livy and Dionysius followed, Horatius had two companions, swam
safe to shore, and was loaded witli honours and rewards.

These discrepancies are easily explained. Our own literature, indeed,

wiir furnish an exact parallel to what may have taken place at Rome. It

is highly probable that the memory of the war of Porsena was preserved by

compositions much resembling the two ballads which stand first in the

A'e/ics of A^icient English Poetry. In both those ballads the English,

commanded by the Percy, fight with the Scots, commanded by the

Douglas. In one of the ballads the Douglas is killed by a nameless

English archer, and the Percy by a Scottish spearman : in the other, the

Percy slays the Douglas in single combat, and is himself made prisoner.

In the former, Sir Hugh Montgomery is shot through the heart by a

Northumbrian bowman : in the latter he is taken, and exchanged for the

J'etcy. Vet both the ballads relate to the same event, and that an event

which probably took place within the memory of persons who were alive

when both the ballads were made. One of the minstrels says:

' Old men that knowen the grounde well yenoughe
Call II the b:iitcll of Otterburn :

At Otterburn began this spurne

Upon a monnyn day.

Thcr was the dougghte Doglas slean

:

The Perse never went away.'

The Other poet sums up the event in the following lines :

' Thys fraye bygan at Ottcrborne

Bytwene the nyghte and the day :
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Ther the Dowglas lost hys lyfe.

And the Percy was lede away.'

It is by no means unlikely that there were two old Roman lays about the

defence of the bridge ; and that, while the story which Livy has transmitted

to us was preferred by the multitude, the other, which ascribed the whole

glory to Horatius alone, may have been the favourite with the Horatian

house.

The following ballad is supposed to have been made about a hundred

and twenty years after the war which it celebrates, and just before the

taking of Rome by the Gauls. The author seems to have been an honest

citizen, proud of the military glory of his country, sick of the disputes of

factions, and much given to pining after good old times which had never

really existed. The allusion, however, to the partial manner in which the

public lands were allotted could proceed only from a plebeian ; and the

allusion to the fraudulent sale of spoils marks the date of the poem, and

shows that the poet shared in the general discontent with which the pro-

ceedings of Camillus, after the taking of Veil, were regarded.

The penultimate syllable of the name PorSena has been shortened in

spite of the authority of Niebuhr, who pronounces, without assigning any

ground for his opinion, that Martial was guilty of a decided blunder in the

line,

' Haiic spectare manum Porsena non potuit.'

Tt is not easy to understand how any modern scholar, whatever his

attainments may be,—and those of Niebuhr were undoubtedly immense,—

can venture to pronounce that Martial did not know the quantity of a word

which he must have uttered and heard uttered a hundred times before he

left school. Niebuhr seems also to have forgotten that Martial has fellow-

culprits to keep him in countenance. Horace has committed the same

decided blunder ; for he gives us, as a pure iambic line,

' Minacis aut Etrusca Porsenae manus.'

Silius Italicus has repeatedly offended in the same way, as when he says,

' Cernitur effugiens ardentem Porsena dextram :

'

and again,

' Clusinum vulgus, cum, Porsena magne, jubebas."

A modern writer may be content to err in such company.

Niebuhr's supposition that each of the three defenders of the bridge was

the representative of one of the three patrician tribes is both ingenious and

probable, and has been adopted in the following poem.
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HORA TIUS.

A LAY MADE ABOUT THE YEAR OF THE CITY CCCLX.

Lars Porsena of Clusiuin

By the Nine Gods ho swore

That the great house of Turquin

Should suffer wrong no more.

By the Nine Gods he swore it.

And named a trysting day,

And bade his messengers ride forth,

East and west and south and north

To summon his array.

East and west and south and north

The messengers ride fast,

And tower and town and cottage

Have heard the trump)et's blast.

Shame on the false Etruscan

Who lingers in his home,

When Porsena of Clusium

Is on the march for Rome.

The horsemen and the footmen

.\re pouring in amain

From many a stately market-place
;

From many a fruitful plain
;

From many a lonely hamlet,

Which, hid by beech and pine.

Like an eagle's nest, hangs on the

crest

Of purple Apennine ;

From lordly Volaterne,

Where scowls the far-famed hold

Piled by the hands of giants

For godlike kings of old ;

From sea-girt Populonia,

Whose sentinels descry

Sardinia's snowy mountain-tops

Fringing tlie southern sky

;

From the proud mart of Pisae,

Queen of the western waves,

Where ride Massilia's triremes

Heavy wirh fair-haired slaves ;

From where sweet Clanis wanders
Tlirough corn and vines and flowers;

From where Cortona lifts to heaven

Her diadem of towers.

Tall are the oaks whose acorns

Drop in dark Auser's rill

;

Fat are the stags that champ the

boughs
Of the Ciminian hill

;

Beyond all streams Clitumnus
Is to the herdsman dear

;

Best of all pools the fowler loves

The great Volsinian mere.

vn.

But now no stroke of woodman
Is heard by Auser's rill

;

No hunter tracks the stag's green

path

Up the Ciminian hill

;

Unwatched along Clitumn"o

Grazes the milk-white iteer
;

Unharmed the water I'owl may dip

In the Volsinian mere.

VIII.

The harvest jf Arretium,

This year, old men shall reap,

This yeai, young boys in Urabro

Shall plunge the struggling sheep ;

And in the vats of Luna,

This yejr, the must shall foam

Round the white feet of laughing girls

Whose sires have marched to Rome.
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There be thirty chosen prophets,

The wisest of the land,

Who alway by Lars Porsena

Both morn and evening stand :

Evening and morn the Thirty

Have turned the verses o'er.

Traced from the right on linen white

By mighty seers of yore.

And with one voice the Thirty

Have their glad answer given :

•Go forth, go forth, Lars Porsena
;

Go forth, beloved of Heaven
;

Go, and return in glory

To Clusium's royal dome ;

And hang round Nurscia's altars

The golden shields of Rome.'

And now hath every city

Sent up her tale of men ;

The foot are fourscore thousand.

The horse are thousands ten :

Before the gates of Sutrium

Is met the great array.

A proud man was Lars Porsena

Upon the trysting day.

For all the Etruscan armies

Were ranged beneath his eye.

And many a banished Roman,

And many a stout ally ;

And with ^ mighty following

To join the muster came

The Tusculan i.Iamilius,

Prince of the Latian name.

But by the yellow Tiber

Was tumult and affright

:

From all the spacious champ.Mgn

To Rome men took their flij^ht.

A mile around the city,

The throng stopped up the ways
;

A fearful sight it was to see

Through two long nights and days.

For aged folks on crutches.

And women great with child.

And mothers sobbing over babes

That clung to them and smiled,

And sick men borne in litters

High on the necks of slaves.

And troops ofsun-burned husbandmen
With reaping-hooks and staves,

And droves of mules and asses

Laden with skins of wine,

.•\nd endless flocks of goats and sheep,

And endless herds of kine,

.'^nd endless trains of waggons

That creaked beneath the weight

Of corn-sacks and of household goods.

Choked every roaring gate.

XVI.

Now, from the rock Tarpeian,

Could the wan burghers spy

The line of blazing villages

Red in the midnight sky.

The Fathers of the City,

They sat all night and day,

For every hour some horseman came

With tidings of dismay.

To eastward and to westward

Have spread the Tuscan bands
;

Nor house, nor fence, nor dovecote

In Crustumerium stands.

Verbenna down to Ostia

Hath wasted all the plain ;

Astur hath stormed Janiculum,

And the stout guards are slain.

XVIII.

I wis, in all the Senate,

There was no heart so bold.

But sore it ached and fast it beat.

When that ill news was fold.

Forthwith up rose the Consul,

Up rose the Fathers all
;

In haste they girded up their gowns,

And hied them to the wall.
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They held u council standing

Before the kiver-Gaie
;

Short time was there, ye well may
guess.

For musing or debate.

Out spake the CoOiul roundly :

' The bridge must stniight go down;
For. since Janiculum ib lost,

Nought else can save the town.'

Just then a scout came flying,

All wild with haste and fear
;

' To arms ! to arms I Sir Consul :

I^ars Porsena is here."

(Jn the low hills to westward

The Consul fixed his eye,

And saw the swarthy storm of dust

Rise fast along the sky.

And nearer fast and nearer

Uoth the red whirlwind come
;

And louder still and still more loud.

From underneath that rolling cloud.

Is heard the trumpets w ar-note proud,

Ihe trampling, and the hum.
.•\nd plainly and more plainly

Now through the gloom appears,

Far to left and far to right,

In broken gleams of dark-blue light,

The long array of helmets bright,

The long array of spears.

And plainly and more plainly,

Above that glimmering line,

.Now might ye see the banners

Of twelve fair cities shine
;

But the banner of proud Clusium

Was highest of them all,

The terror of the Umbrian,

The terror of the Gaul.

And plainly and more plainly

Now might the burghers know,
By port and vest, by horse and crest.

Each warlike Lucumo.

There Cilnius of Arreiium

On his fleet roan was seen ;

.And .\stur of the fourfold shield.

Girt with the brand none else may
wield,

Tolumnius with the belt of gold,

.And dark Verbenna from the hold

By reedy Thr;\symene.

Fast by the royal standard,

O'erlooking all the war,

Lars Porsena of Clusium

Sat in his ivory car.

By the right wheel rode Mamilius,

Prince of the Latian name
;

.And by the left false Se.vtus,

That wrought the deed of shame.

But w hen the face of Sextus

Was seen among the foes,

.A yell that rent the firmament

From all the town arose.

On the house-tops was no woman
But spat towards him and hissed.

No child but screamed out curses,

And shook its little fist.

But the Consul's brow was sad.

And the Consul's speech was low,

.And darkly looked he at the wall,

.And darkly at the foe.

' Their van will be upon us

Before the bridge goes down
,

.And if they once may win the bridge
What hope to save the town ?

'

Then out spake brave Horatius,

The Captain of the Gate :

To every man upon this earth

Death comet h soon or late.

.And how can man die better

Than facing fearful odds.

For the ashes of his fathers.

And the temples of his Gods,
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xxviir.

' And for the tender mother
Who dandled him to rest,

And for the wife who nurses

His baby at her breast,

And for the holy maidens
Who feed the eternal flame,

To save them from false Sextus

That wrought the deed of shame ?

XXIX.

• Hew down the bridge, Sir Consul,

With all the speed ye may;
1 with two more to help me.
Will hold the foe in play.

In yon strait path a thousand
May well be stopped by three.

Now who will stand on either hand.

And keep the bridge with me ?
'

Then out spake Spurius Lartius

;

A Ramnian proud was he :

' Lo, I will stand at thy right hand,
And keep the bridge with thee.'

And out spake strong Herminius
;

Of Titian blood was he :

' I will abide on thy left side,

And keep the bridge with thee.'

XXXI.

' Horatius,' quoth the Consul,
' As thou sayest, so let it be.'

And straight against that great array

Forth went the dauntless Three.
For Romans in Rome's quarrel

Spared neither land nor gold.

Nor son nor wife, nor limb nor life.

In the brave days of old.

XXXII.

Then none was for a party
;

Then all were for the state
;

Then the great man helped the poor,

And the poor man loved the great

;

Then lands were fairly portioned
;

Then spoils were fairly sold :

The Romans were like brothers

In the brave days of old.

XXXIII.

Now Roman is to Roman
More hateful than a foe,

And the Tribunes beard the high,

And the Fathers grind the low.

As we wax hot in faction.

In battle we wax cold :

Wherefore men fight not as they

fought

In the brave days of old.

XXXIV.

Now while the Three were tightening

Their harness on their backs,

The Consul was the foremost man
To take in hand an axe

:

And Fathers mixed with Commons,
Seized hatchet, bar, and crow,

And smote upon the planks above.

And loosed the props below.

Meanwhile the Tuscan army.

Right glorious to behold.

Came flashing back the noonday
light.

Rank behind rank, like surges bright

Of a broad sea of gold.

Four hundred trumpets sounded
A peal of warlike glee,

As that great host, with measured
tread,

And spears advanced, and ensigns

spread,

Rolled slowly towards the bridge's

head,

Where stood the dauntless Three.

The Three stood calm and silent,

And looked upon the foes.

And a great shout of laughter

From all the vanguard rose

:

And forth three chiefs came spurring

Before that deep array
;

To earth they sprang, their swords
they drew,"

And lifted high their shields, and flew

To win the narrow way •
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Aunus from green Tifernum,

Lord of the Hill of Vines;

And Seius, whose eight hundred slaves

Sicken in Ilva's mines ;

And Picus, long to Clusium

Vassal in peace and war.

Who led to fight his Umbrian powers

From that grey crag where, girt with

towers,

The fortress of Nequinum lowers

O'er the pale waves of Nar.

XXXVIII.

Stout Lartius hurled down Aunus
Into the stream beneath :

Herminius struck at Seius,

And clove him to the teeth :

At Picus brave Horatius

Darted one fiery thrust
;

And the proud Umbrian's gilded arms

Clashed in the bloody dust.

XXXIX.

Then Ocnus of Falerii

Hashed on the Roman Three
;

And I-ausulus of Urge,

The rover of the sea
;

And Aruns of Volsinium,

Who slew the great wild boar.

The great wild boar that had his den

Amidst the reeds of Cosa's fen.

And wasted fields, and slaughtered

men.

Along Albinia's shore.

XL.

Herminius smote down Aruns

:

Lartius laid Ocnus low :

Right to the heart of Lausulus

Horatius sent a blow.
' Lie there,' he cried, ' fell pirate !

No more, aghast and pale,

From Ostia's walls the crowd shall

mark
The track of thy destroying bark

;

No more Campania's hinds shall fly

To woods and caverns when they spy

Thy thrice accursed sail.

'

XLI.

But now no sound of laughter

Was heard among the foes.

A wild and wrathful clamour

From all the vanguard rose.

Six spears' lengths from the entrance

Halted that deep array.

And for a space no man came forth

To win the narrow way.

But hark ! the cry is Astur :

And lo ! the ranks divide
;

.And the great Lord of Luna
Comes with his stately stride.

L'pon his ample shoulders

Clangs loud the fourfold shield,

.And in his hand he shakes the brand

Which none but he can wield.

XLiri.

He smiled on those bold Romans
A smile serene and high

;

He eyed the flinching Tuscans,

And scorn was in his eye.

Quoth he. ' The she-wolfs litter

Stand savagely at bay :

But will ye dare to follow.

If Astur clears the way?'

XLIV.

Then, whirling up his broadsword

With both hands to the height.

He rushed against Horatius,

And smote with all his might.

With shield and blade Horatius

Right deftly turned the blow.

The blow, though turned, came yet

too nigh
;

It missed his helm, but gashed his

thigh

:

The Tuscans raised a joyful cry

To see the red blood flow.

XLV.

He reeled, and on Herminius

He leaned one breathing-space ;

Ihen. like a wild cat mad with

wounds,

Sprang nght at Astur's face.
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Through teeth, and skull, and helmet

So fierce a thrust he sped.

The good sword stood a hand-breadth

out

Behind the Tuscan's head.

XI.VI,

And the great Lord of Luna
Fell at that deadly stroke,

As falls on Mount Alvernus

A thunder-smitten oak.

Far o'er the crashing forest

The giant arms lie spread
;

And the pale augurs, muttering low.

Gaze on the blasted head.

XLVir.

On Astur's throat Horatius

Right firmly pressed his heel,

And thrice and four times tugged

amain.

Ere he wrenched out the steel,

' And see,' he cried, ' the welcome,

Fair guests, that waits you here !

What noble Lucumo comes next

To taste our Roman cheer?'

XLVIII.

But at his haughty challenge

A sullen murmur ran,

Mingled of wrath, and shame, and

dread.

Along that glittering van.

There lacked not men of prowess,

Nor men of lordly race
;

For all Etruria's noblest

Were round the fatal place.

XLIX.

But all Etruria's noblest

Felt their hearts sink to see

On the earth the bloody corpses,

In the path the dauntless Three :

Anil, from the ghastly entrance

Where those bold Romans stood,

All shrank, like boys who unaware,

Ranging the woods to start a hare.

Come to the mouth of the dark lair

Where, growling low, a fierce old bear

Lies amidst bones and blood.
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Was none who would be foremost

To lead such dire attack :

Rut those behind cried ' Forward !

And those before cried ' Back !

'

And backward now and forward

Wavers the deep array
;

And on the tossing sea of steel,

To and fro the standards reel

;

And the victorious trumpet-peal

Dies fitfully away.

Yet one man for one moment
Stood out before the crowd

;

Well known was he to all the Three,

And they gave him greeting loud,

' Now welcome, welcome, Se.vtus !

Now welcome to thy home !

Why dost thou stay, and turn away?
Here lies the road to Rome,'

Thrice looked he at the city

;

Thrice looked he at the dead ;

And thrice came on in fury.

And thrice turned back in dread :

And, white with fear and hatred.

Scowled at the narrow way
Where, wallowing in a pool of blood,

The bravest Tuscans lay,

LIU,

But meanwhile axe and lever

Have manfully been plied
;

And now the bridge hangs tottering

.\bove the boiling tide.

' Come back, come back, Horatius !

'

Loud cried the Fathers all.

' Back, Lartius ! back, Herminius !

Back, ere the ruin fall !

'

Back darted Spurius Lartius ;

Herminius darted back :

And, as they passed, beneath their

feet

They felt the timbers crack.
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But when they turned their faces,

And on the farther shore

Saw brave Horaiius stand alone,

They would have crossed once more.

But with a crash like tliundcr

Fell every loosened beam.
And, like a dam, the mighty wreck

Lay right athwart the stream :

And a long shout of triumph

Rose from the walls of Rome,
As to the highest turret-tops

Was splashed the yellow foam.

LVI,

And, like a horse unbroken

When first he feels the rein.

The furious river struggled .lard,

And tossed his tawny mane,

And burst the curb, and bounded,

Rejoicing to be free.

And whirling down, in fierce career,

Battlement, and plank, and pier,

Rushed headlong to the sea.

LVII.

Alone stood brave Hora.ius,

But constant still in mind ;

Thrice thirty thousand foes before,

And the broad flood behind.
' Down with him !

' cried false Sex-

lus.

With a smile on his pale face.

' Now yield thee,' cried Lars Por-

sena,

' Now yield thee to our grace.'

Round turned he, as not deigning

Those craven ranks to see
;

Nought spake he to Lars Forsena,

To Sextus nought spake he
;

But he saw on Palatinus

The white porch of his home
;

And he spake to the noble river

That rolls by the towers of Rome.

• Oh. Tiber ! father Tiber !

To whom the Romans pray,

A Roman's life, a Roman's arms,

Take thou in charge this day !

'

.">o he spake, and sp)eaking sheathed

The good sword by his side,

.\nd with his harness on his back.

Plunged headlong in the tide.

No sound of joy or sorrow

Was heard from either bank ;

But friends and foes in dumb surprise,

With parted lips and strainmg eyes.

Stood gazing where he sank
;

And when above the surges

They saw his crest appear,

.AH Rome sent forth a rapturous cry.

And even the ranks of Tuscany
Could scarce forbear to cheer.

But fiercely ran the current.

Swollen high by months of rain :

.\nd fast his blood was flowing
;

And he was sore in pain.

And heavy with his armour,

And spent with changing blows
;

And oft they thought him sinking.

But still again he rose,

L.XII.

Never, I ween, did swimmer.
In such an evil case,

Struggle through such a raging flood

Safe to the landing-place :

But his limbs were borne up bravely

By the brave heart within.

And our good father Tiber
Bore bravely up his chin.*

' Our ladye bare upp her chinne.'

Ballad ofCkilde IVatert.

' Never heavier man and horse

Siemmed a midnight torrent's force ;

Yet, through good heart and our Lady's
grace.

At length he gained the landing-place."

Lay o/tkt Loit Minstrel, I.
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"urse on him !

' quoth false Sextus
;

Will not the villain drown?
But for this stay, ere close of day
We should have sacked the town !

'

' Heaven help him !
' quoth Lars

Porsena,
' And bring him safe to shore

;

For such a gallant feat of arms
Was never seen before.

'

LXIV.

And now he feels the bottom
;

Now on dry earth he stands
;

Now round him throng the Fathers

To press his gory hands
;

And now, with shouts and clapping,

And noise of weeping loud,

He enters through the River-Gate,

Borne by the joyous crowd.

They gave him of the corn-land,

That was of public right,

As much as two strong oxen

Could plough from morn till night

:

And they made a molten image.

And set it up on high,

And there it stands unto this day
To witness if I lie.

I.xvi.

It stands in the Comitium,
Plain for all folk to see

;

Horatius in his harness,

Halting upon one knee:

And underneath is written.

In letters all of gold,

How valiantly he kept the bridge

In the brave days of old.

And still his name sounds stirring

Unto the men of Rome,
As the trumpet-blast that cries to them
To charge the Volscian home;

And wives still pray to Juno
For boys with hearts as bold

As his who kept the bridge so well

In the bra\ e days of old.

And in the nights of winter.

When the cold north winds blow,

And the long howling of the wolves

Is heard amidst the snow
;

When round the lonely cottage

Roars loud the tempest's din.

And the ?ood logs of Algidus

Roar '.ouder yet within

;

When the oldest cask is opened
And the largest lamp is lit

;

When the chestnuts glow in the em
bers.

And the kid turns on the spit

;

When young and old in circle

Around the firebrands close
;

When the girls are weaving baskets,

And the lads are shaping bows
;

When the goodman mends his armour,

And trim's his helmet's plume;
When the goodwife's shuttle merrily

Goes flashing through the loom
;

With weeping and with laughter

Still is the story told,

How well Horatius kept the bridge \
In the brave days of old.



THE BATTLE OF THE LAKE REGILLUS.

The following poem is supposed to have been produced about ninety years

alter the lay of Horatius. Some persons mentioned in the lay of Horatius

make their appearance again, and some appellations and epithets used in

the lay of Horatius have been purposely repeated : for, in an age of ballad-

poetr)', it scarcely ever fails to happen that certain phrases come to be

appropriated to certain men and things, and are regularly applied to those

men and things by every minstrel. Thus we find, both in the Homeric
poems and in Hesiod, ^ir]'llpaK\ritlri, irfpiKXvro^ 'Afi<piyvri€ii, diaKTopoi

'ApytKpdvTTfi, iiTTdTvXoi Orj^T), " EXivrji ^vek' tjukS/jloio. Thus, too, in our

own national songs, Douglas is almost always the doughty Douglas : Eng-

land is merry England : all the gold is red ; and all the ladies are gay.

The principal distinction between the lay of Horatius and the lay of the

Lake Regillus is that the former is tjeant to be purely Roman, while the

latter, though national in its general spirit, has a slight tincture of Greek

learning and of Greek superstition. The story of the Tarquins, as it has

come down to us, appears to have been compiled from the works of several

popular poets ; and one, at least, of those poets appears to have visited the

Greek colonies in Italy, if not Greece itself, and to have had some acquaint-

ance with the works of Homer and Herodotus. Many of the most striking

adventures of the house of Tarquin, before Lucretia makes her appear-

ance, have a Greek character. The Tarquins themselves are represented

as Corinthian nobles of the great house of the Bacchiadae, driven from

their country by the tyranny of that Cypselus, the tale of whose strange

escape Herodotus has related with incomparable simplicity and liveliness.*

Livy and Dionysins tell us that, when Tarquin the Proud was asked what

was the best mode of governing a conquered city, he replied only by

beating down with his staff all the tallest poppies in his garden. t This is

exactly what Herodotus, in the passage to which reference has already

been made, relates of the counsel given to Periander, the son of Cypselus,

The stratagem by which the town of Gabii is brought under the power of

* Herodotus, v. 92. Livy, i. 34. Dionysius, iii. 46.

• t Livy, i. 54. Dionysius, iv. 56.
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the Tarquins is, again, obviously copied from Herodotus.* The embassy

of the young Tarquins to the oracle at Delphi is just such a story as would

be told by a poet whose head was full of the Greek mythology ; and the

ambiguous answer returned by Apollo is in the exact style of the prophe-

cies which, according to Herodotus, lured Croesus to destruction. Then

the character of the narrative changes. From the first mention of Lucretia

to the retreat of Porsena nothing seems to be borrowed from foreign

sources. The villany of Sextus, the suicide of his victim, the revolution,

the death of the sons of Brutus, the defence of the bridge. Mucins burning

his hand,t Clcelia swimming through Tiber, seem to be all strictly Roman.

But when we have done with the Tuscan war, and enter upon the war

with the Latines, we are again struck by the Greek air of the story. The

Battle of the Lake Regillus is in all respects a Homeric battle, except

that the combatants ride astride on their horses, instead of driving

chariots. The mass of fighting men is hardly mentioned. The leaders

single each other out, and engage hand to hand. The great object of the

warriors on both sides is, as in the Iliad, to obtain possession of the spoils

and bodies of the slain ; and several circumstances are related which

forcibly remind us of the great slaughter round the corpses of Sarpedon

and Patroclus.

But there is one circumstance which deserves especial notice. Both the

war of Troy and the war of Regillus were caused by the licentious passions

of young princes, who were therefore peculiarly bound not to be sparing

of their ov/n persons in the day of battle. Now the conduct of Sextus

at Regillus, as described by Livy, so exactly resembles that of Paris, as

described at the beginning of the third book of the Iliad, that it is difficult

to believe the resemblance accidental. Paris appears before the Trojan

ranks, defying the bravest Greek to encounter him :

Tpufflv iih trpofxaxi-Uv ' Wl^av^pos deoeidrji,

.... 'Apyelwv TrpoKoKi^ero TrdvTa^ api<TTOxf

avri^iov /txax^caiT^at iv alvrj 57jI'ot^t(.

Livy introduces Sextus in a similar manner :
' Ferocem juvcnem Tar-

quinium, ostentantem se in prima exsulum acie.' Menelaus rushes to meet

Paris. A Roman noble, eager for vengeance, spurs his horse towards

Sextus. Both the guilty princes are instantly terror-stricken :

Tbv 8 ws ovv evb-qaev ' AXi^avSpos BeoeiSrii

eV Trpopidxotai (pav^fra, KareirXriyr} (piXov ^ro^

&.\l/
d' irdpuv eis ?9i>os exctfero Krjp' dXedvuv.

' Tarquinius,' says Livy, ' retro in agmen suorum infenso cessit hosti.'

* Herodotus, iii. 154. Livy, i. 53.

+ M. de Pouilly attempted, a hundred vind twenty years ago, to prove that the story

of Mucius was of Greek origin ; but he was sigiially confuted by the Abb^ Sallier. See

the Mcmoires de tAcaddmie des Inscriptions, vi. 27, 66
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If this be a fortuiious coincidence, it is one i)f the most extraordinary in

literature.

In the following poem, therefore, images and incidents have been bor-

rowed, not merely without scruple, but on principle, from the incomparable

battle-pieces of Homer.
The popular belief at Rome, from an early period, seems to have been

that the event of the gieat day of Regillus was decided by supernatural

agency. Castor and Pollux, it was said, had fought, armed and mounted,

at the head of the legions of the commonwealth, and had afterwards

carried the news of the victory with incredible speed to the city. The well

in the Forum at which they had alighted was pointed out. Near the well

rose their ancient temple. A great festival was kept to their honour on

the Ides of Quintilis, supposed to be the anniversary of the battle ; and on

that day sumptuous sacrifices were offered to them at the public charge.

One spot on the margin of Lake Regillus was regarded during many ages

with superstitious awe. A mark, resembling in shape a horse's hoof, was

discernible in the volcanic rock ; and this mark was believed to have been

made by one of the celestial chargers.

How the legend originated cannot now be ascertained : but we may

easily imagine several ways in which it might have originated ; nor is it at

all necessary to suppose, with Julius Frontinus, that two young men were

dressed up by the Dictator to personate the sous of Leda. Ir is probable

that Livy is correct when he says that the Roman general, in the hour of

peril, vowed a temple to Castor. If so, nothing could be more natural

than that the multitude should ascribe the victory to the favour of the

Twin Gods. When such was the prevailing sentiment, any man who

chose to declare that, in the midst of the confusion and slaughter, he had

seen two godlike forms on white horses scattering the Latines, would find

ready credence. We know, indeed, that, in modern limes, a very similar

story actually found credence among a people much m.ore civilised than the

Romans of the fifth century before Christ. A chaplain of Cortes, writing

about thirty years after the conquest of Mexico, in an age of printing

presses, libraries, universities, scholars, logicians, jurists, and statesmen,

had the face to assert that, in one engagement against the Indians, Saint

James had appeared on a grey horse at the head of the Castilian adven-

turers. Many of those adventurers were living when this lie was printed.

One of them, honest Bernal Diaz, wrote an account of the expedition. He
had the evidence of his own senses against the legend ; but he seems to

have distrusted even the evidence of his own senses. He says that he was

in the battle, and that he saw a grey horse with a man on his back, but

that the man was, to his thinking, Francesco de Morla, and not the ever-

blessed apostle Saint James. ' Nevertheless,' Bernal adds, 'it may be that

the person on the grey horse was the glorious apostle Saint James, and

that I, sinner that I am, was unworthy to see him.' The Romans <»f the

age of Cincinnaius were probably quite as credulous as the Spanish subjects

of Charles the Fifth. It is therefore conceivable that the appearance of

2 h
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Castor and Pollux may have become an article of faith before the genera-

tion which had fought at Regillus had passed away. Nor could anything

be more natural than that the poets of the next age should embellish this

story, and make the celestial horsemen bear the tidings of victory to Rome.

Many years after the temple of the Twin Gods had been built in the

Forum, an important addition was made to the ceremonial by which the

state annually testified its gratitude for their protection. Quintus Fabius

and Publius Decius were elected Censors at a momentous crisis. It had

become absolutely necessary that the classification of the citizens should

be revised. On that classification depended the distribution of political

power. Party spirit ran high ; and the republic seemed to be in danger of

falling under the dominion either of a narrow oligarchy or of an ignorant

and headstrong rabble. Under such circumstances, the most illustrious

patrician and the most illustrious plebeian of the age were intrusted with

the office of arbitrating l:)etween the angry factions ; and they performed

their arduous task to the satisfaction of all honest and reasonable men.

One of their reforms was a remodelling of the equestrian order ; and,

having effected this reform, they determined to give to their work a

sanction derived from religion. In the chivalrous societies of modern

times, societies which have much more than may at first sight appear in

common- with the equestrian order of Rome, it has been «sual to invoke

the special protection of some Saint, and to observe his day with peculiar

solemnity. Thus the Companions of the Garter wear the image of Saint

George depending from their collars, and meet, on great occasions, in Saint

George's Chapel. Thus, when Lewis the Fourteenth instituted a new
order of chivalry for the rewarding of military merit, he commended it to

the favour of his own glorified ancestor and patron, and decreed that all

the members of the fraternity should meet at the royal palace on the feast

of Saint Lewis, should attend the king to chapel, should hear mass, and

should subsequently hold their great annual assembly. There is a consider-

able resemblance between this rule of the order of Saint Lewis and the

rule which Fabius and Decius made respecting the Roman knights. It

was ordained that a grand muster and inspection of the equestrian body

should be part of the ceremonial performed, on the anniversary of the

battle of Regillus, in honour of Castor and Pollux, the two equestrian

Gods. All the knights, clad in purple and crowned with olive, were to

meet at a temple of Mars in the suburbs. Thence they were to ride in

state to the Forum, where the temple of the Twins stood. This pageant

was, during several centuries, considered as one of the most splendid sights

in Rome. In the time of Dionysius the cavalcade sometimes consisted of

five thousand horsemen, all persons of fair repute and easy fortune.*

There can be no doubt that the Censors who instituted this august

* See Livy, ix. 46. Val. Max. iL 2. Aurel. Vict. De Viris Illustribus, 32. Dionysius,

vi 13. Plin. Hist. Nat. xv. 5. See also the singularly ingenious chapter in Niebuhr's

posthumous volume, Die Censur ties Q. Fabius und P. Decius.
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ceremony acted in concert with the Pontiffs, to whom, by the constitution

of Rome, the sui>erintendence of the public worship belon^jed ; and it is

probable that those high religious functionaries were, as usiial, fortunate

enough to find in their books or traditions some warrant for the innovation.

The following poem is supposed to have been made for this great occa-

sion. Songs, we know, were chanted at the religious festivals of Rome
from an early period ; indeed, from so early a perioti, that some of the
sacred verses were popularly ascribed to Numa, and were utterly unintelli-

gible in the age of Augustus. In the Second Punic War a great feast was
held in honour of Juno, and a song was sung in her praise. This song was
extant when Livy wrote ; and, though exceedingly rugged and uncouth,
seemed to him not wholly destitute of merit.* A song, as we learn from
Horace.t was part of the established ritual at the great Secular Jubilee,

It is therefore likely that the Censors and Pontiffs, when they had resolved

to add a grand procession of knights to the other solemniues annually per-

formed on the Ides of Quintilis, would call in the aid of a poet. Such a
poet would naturally take for his subject the battle of Rcgillus, the appear-
ance of the Twin Gods, and the institution of their festival. He would
find abundant materials in the ballads of his predecessors ; and he would
make free use of the scanty stock of Greek learning which he had himself
acquired. He would probably introduce some wise and holy Pontiff

enjoining the magnificent ceremonial, which, after a long interval, had at

length been adopted. If the poem succeeded, many persons would com-
mit it to memory. Parts of it would be sung to the pipe at banquets. It

would be peculiarly interesting to the great Posthumian House, which
numbered among its many images that of the Dictator Aulus, the hero of
Regiilus. The orator who, in the following generation, pronounced the

funeral panegyric over the remains of Lucius Posthumius Megellus, thrice

Consul, would borrow largely from the lay ; and thus some passages,

much disfigured, would probably find their way into the chronicles which
were afterwards in the hands of Dionysius and Livy.

Antiquaries differ widely as to the situation of the field of battle. The
opinion of those who suppose that the armies met near Comufelle, between
Frascati and the Monte Porzio, is at least plausible, and has been followed
in the poem.

As to the details of the battle, it has not been thought desirable to adhere
minutely to the accounts which have come down to us. Those accounts,
indeed, differ widely from each other, and, in all probability, differ as

\videly from the ancient poem from which they were originally derived.

It is unnecessary to point out the obvious imitations of the Iliad, which
have been purposely introduced.

Liry, xrviL 37. f Hot. Carmen Secular*
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THE BATTLE OF THE LAKE REGILLUS.

A LAY SUNG AT THE FEAST OF CASTOR AND POLLUX, ON THE IDES OP

QUINTILIS, IN THE YEAR OF THE CITY CCCCLL

Ho, tnimpets, sound a war-note

Ho, lictors, clear the way

!

The Knights will ride, in all their

pride.

Along the streets to-day.

To-day the doors and windows
Are hung with garlands all,

From Caistor in the Forum,

To Mars without the wall.

Each Knight is robed in purple,

With olive each is crowned
;

A gallant war-horse under each

Paws haughtily the ground.

While flows the Yellow River,

While stands the Sacred Hill.

The proud Ides of Quintilis

Shall have such honour still.

Gay are the Martian Kalends :

December's Nones are gay :

But the proud Ides, when the squad-

ron rides,

Shall be Rome's whitest day !

Unto the Great Twin Brethren

We keep this solemn feast.

Swift, swift, the Great Twin Brethren

Came spurring from the east.

They came o'er wild Partheniiis

Tossing in waves of pine.

O'er Cirrha's dome, o'er Adda's foam,

O'er purple Apennine,

From where with flutes and dances

Their ancient mansion rings.

In lordly Lacedaemon,

The City of two kings,

To where, by Lake Regillus,

Under the Porcian height.

All in the lands of Tusculum,
Was fought the glorious fight.

Now on the place of slaughter

Are cots and sheepfolds seen,

And rows of vines, and fields ol

wheat,

And apple-orchards green
;

The swine crush the big acorns

That fall from Corne's oaks.

Upon the turf by the Fair Fount

The reaper's pottage smokes.

The fisher baits his angle ;

The hunter twangs his bow

;

Little they think on those strong

limbs

That moulder deep below.

Little they think how sternly

That day the trumpets pealed
;

How in the slippery swamp of blood

Warrior and war-horse reeled
;

How wolves came with fierce gallop.

And crows on eager wings,

To tear the flesh of captains.

And peck the eyes of kings
;

How thick the dead lay scattered

Under the Porcian height
;

How through the gates of Tuscu-

lum

Raved the wild stream of flight

;

And how the Lake Regillus

Bubbled with crimson foam,

What time the Thirty Cities

Came forth to war with Rome.

I
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Hut, Koman, when thou standcst

Upon that holy ground.

Look thou with hfttl on the dark rock

That girds the dark lake round,

?v) shall thou soe a hoof-mark

Stampeti deep into the flint :

It was no hoof of mortal steed

Iliat made so strange a dint :

There to the Great Twin Brethren
Vow thou thy vows, and pray

That they, in tempest and in fight,

Will keep thy head alway.

Since last the Great Twin Birthren

Of mortal eyes were seen.

Have years gone by an hundred
And fourscore and thirteen.

That summer a Virginius

Was Consul first in place

;

The second was stout Aulus,

Of the Posthumian race.

The Herald of the Latines

From Gabii came in state :

The Herald of the Latines

Passed through Rome's Eastern
Gate

:

The Herald of the latines

Did in our Fonim stand ;

And there he did his office,

A sceptre in his hand.

' Hear, Senators and people

Of the good town of Rome,
The Thirty Cities cliarge you
To bring the Tarqiiins home :

And if ye still be stubborn.

To work the Tarquins wrong,
The Thirty Cities warn you.

Look that your walls be strong.

vii.

Then spake the Consul AuliLS,

He spake a bitter jest :

' Once the jay sent a message
Unto the eagles nest :

—

Now yield thou up thine eyrie

L'nto the carrion-kite,

Or come forth vah'antly, and fare

The j.avs in deadly tight.

-

F-"ortli looked in wrath the »mi^!.^
;

Anfl carrion-kite and jay,

Soon as they saw his beak ami claw.

Fled screaming far away.'

The Herald of the Latines

Hath hied him back in state
;

The Fathers of the City

Are met in high debate.

Then spake tlie elder Consul,

An ancient man and wise :

' Now hearken. Conscript Fathers.

To that which I ad\ise.

In seasons of great peril

"Tis good that one bear swav
;

Then choose we a Dictator,

Whom all men shall obey.

Camerium knows how deeply

The sword of Auius bites.

And all our city calls him
The man of seventy fights.

Then let him be Dictator

For six months and no more,

And have a Master of the Knights.

And a.\es twenty-four.'

So .Aulus was Dictator,

The man of seventy fights
;

He made /Fbutius Klva

His Master of the Knights.

On the third mom thereafter.

At dawning of the day.

Did -Xulus and /Ebutius

Set forth with their array.

.Sempronius Atratinus

Was left in charge at home
With boys, and with grey-headerl

men.

To keep the walls of Rome.
Hard by the Lake Rogillus

Our camp w.as pitched at night
;

Eastward a mile the Latines lay.

Under the Porcian height.
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Far over hill and valley

Their mighty host was spread
;

And v/ith their thousand watch-fires

The midnight sky was red.

Up rose the golden moniing

Over the Porcian height,

The proud Ides ol Quintilis,

Marked evermore with white.

Not without secret trouble

Our bravest saw the foes

;

For girt by threescore thousand spears,

The thirty standards rose.

From every warlike city

That boasts the Latian name,

Foredoomed to dogs and vultures,

That gallant army came
;

From Setia's purple vineyards,

From Norba's ancient wall,

From the white streets of Tusculum,

The proudest town of all

;

From where the Witch's Fortress

O'erhangs the dark-blue seas
;

From the still glassy lake that sleeps

Beneath Aricia's trees

—

Those trees in whose dim shadow
The ghastly priest doth reign.

The priest who slew the slayer,

And shall himself be slain
;

From the drear banks of Ufens,

Where flights of marsh-fowl play,

And buffaloes lie wallowing

Through the hot summer's day
;

From the gigantic watch-towers,

No work of earthly men.

Whence Cora's sentinels o'erlook

The never-ending fen
;

From the Lauren tian jungle,

The wild hog's reedy home
;

From the green steeps whence Anio
leaps

In floods of snow-white foam.

Aricia, Cora, Norba,

Velitrns, with the might

Of Setia and of Tusculum,

Were marshalled on the right

The leader was Mamilius,

Prince of the Latian name

:

Upon his head a helmet

Of red gold shone like flame :

High on a gallant charger

Of dark-grey hue he rode
;

Over his gilded armour
A vest of purple flowed,

Woven in the land of sunrise

By Syria's dark-browed daughters,

And by the sails of Carthage brought

Far o'er the southern waters.

XII.

Lavinium and Laurentum
Had on the left their post.

With all the banners of the marsh,

And banners of the coast.

Their leader was false Sextus,

That wrought the deed of shame :

With restless pace and haggard .''ace

To his last field he came.

Men said he saw strange visions

Which none beside might see.

And that strange sounds were in his

ears

Which none might hear but he.

A woman fair and stately,

But pale as are the dead,

Oft through the watches of the night

Sat spinning by his bed.

And as she plied the distaff.

In a sweet voice and low.

She sang of great old houses.

And fights fought long ago.

So spun she, and so sang she.

Until the east was grey.

Then pointed to her bleeding breast,

And shrieked, and fled awav.

But in the centre thickest

Were ranged the shields of foes,

And from the centre loudest

The cry of battle rose.

There Tibur marched and Pedum
Beneath proud Tarquin's rule.

And Ferentinum of the rock,

And Gahii of the pool.
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There rode the VoLscian succours :

Tbere. in a dark stern ring,

liic Roman exiles, gathered close

Around the ancient king.

Though white as Mount Soracte,

When winter nights are long,

His beard flowed down o'er mail and

belt.

His heart and hand were strong :

Under his hoary eyebrows

Still flashed forth quenchless rage,

And, if the lance shook in his gripe,

' Twas more with hate than age.

Close at his side was Titus

On an Apulian steed,

Titus, the youngest Tarquin,

Too good for such a breed.

XIV.

Now on each side the leaders

Give signal for the charge ;

And on each side the footmtn

Strode on with lance and targe ;

And on each side the horsemen

Struck their spurs deep in gore
;

And front to front the armies

Met with a mighty roar :

And under that great battle

Ihe earth with blood was red ;

.And, like the Fomptine fog at morn,

The dust hung overhead
;

And louder still and louder

Rose from the darkened field

The braying of the war-horns,

The clang of sword and shield.

The rush of squadrons sweeping

Like whirlwinds o'er the plain,

The shouting of the slayers,

And screeching of the slain.

XV.

False Sextus rode out foremost :

His lock was high and bold
;

His corslet was of bison's hide.

Plated with steel and gold.

As glares the famished eagle

j
From the Digentian rock

f On a choice lamb that bounds alone

Before Bandusia's flock,

Herminius glared on Sextus,

And came with eagle speed,

Herminius on black Auster,

Brave champion on brave steed
;

In his right hand the broadsword
That kept the bridge so well.

And on his helm the crown he won
When proud Fidenae fell.

Woe to the maid whose lover

Shall cross his path to-day I

False Sextus saw, and trembled,

.\nd turned, and fled away.

As turns, as flies, the woodman
In the Calabrian brake.

When through the reeds gleams the

round eye

Of that fell speckled snake
;

So turned, so fled, false Sextus,

And hid him in the rear.

Behind the dark Lavinian ranks.

Bristling with crest and spear,

XVI.

But far to north ^butius.

The Master of the Knights,

Gave Tubero of Norba
To feed the Forcian kites.

Next under those red horse-hoofs

Flaccus of Setia lay

;

Better had he been pruning

Among his elms that day.

Mamilius saw the slaughter.

And tossed his golden crest.

And towards the Master of the

Knights

I hrough the thick battle pressed.

-Kbutius smote Mamilius

So fiercely on the shield

That the great lord of Tusculum
\\ell nigh rolled on the field.

Mamilius smote ^butius,

With a good aim and true,

lust where the neck and shoulder join,

And pierced him through and
through ;

And brave itbutius Elva

Fell swooning to the ground :

But a tliick wall of \nu klcrs

Encompassed him around.

His clients from the battle

Bare him some little space,
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And filled a helm from the dark lake,

And bathed his brow and face ;

And when at last he opened

His swimming eyes to light,

Men say the earliest word he spake

Was, ' Friends, how goes the fight?'

But meanwhile in the centre

Great deeds of arms were wrought;

There Aulus the Dictator

And there Valerius fought.

Aulus with his good broadsword

A bloody passage cleared

To where, amidst the thickest foes,

He saw the long white beard.

Flat lighted that good broadsword

Upon proud Tarquin's head.

He dropped the lance : he dropped
the reins :

He fell as fall the dead.

Down Aulus springs to slay him,

With eyes like coals of fire ;

Hut faster Titus hath sprung down.

And hath bestrode his sire.

Latian captains, Roman kniiijhts.

Fast down to earth thev spring,

And hand to hand they fight on foot

Around the ancient king.

First Titus gave tall Cseso

A death wound in the face
;

Tall C-Kso was the bravest man
Of the brave Fabian race :

Aulus slew Rex of Gabii,

The priest of Juno's shrine :

Valerius smote down Julius,

Of Rome's great Julian line
;

Julius, who left his mansion

High on the Velian hill.

And through all turns of weal and woe
Followed proud Tarquin still.

Now right across proud Tarquin

A corpse was Julius laid
;

And Titus groaned with rage and
grief,

And at Valerius made.

Valerius struck at Titus,

And lopped off half his crest
;

But Titus stabbed Valerius

A span deep in the breast.

Like a mast snapped by the tempest,

Valerius reeled and fell.

Ah ! woe is me for the good house
That loves the people well !

Then shouted loud the Latines
;

And with one rush they bore

The struggling Romans backward
Three lances' length and more :

And up they took proud Tarquin,

And laid him on a shield,

And four strong yeomen bare him,

Still senseless, from the field.

XVIII.

But fiercer grew the fighting

Around Valerius dead
;

For Titus dragged him by the foot,

And Aulus by the head.
' On, Latines, on !

' quoth Titus
' See how the rebels fly !

'

' Romans, stand firm !
' quoth Aulus,

' And win this fight or die !

They must not give Valerius

To raven and to kite
;

For aye Valerius loathed the wrong,

And aye upheld the right :

And for your wives and babies

In the front tank he fell.

Now play the men for the good house

That loves the people well !

*

Then tenfold round the body
The roar of battle rose.

Like the roar of a burning forest.

When a strong north wind blows.

Now backward, and now forward.

Rocked furiously the fray,

Till none could see Valerius,

And none wist where he lay.

For shivered arms and ensigns

Were heaped there in a mound,

And corpses stiff, and dying men
That writhed and gnawed the

ground
;

And wounded horses kicking.

And snorting purple foam :

Right well did such a couch befit

A Consular of Rome.
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Rut north lookwl ihf' Dictator ;

North looked hr long and hard
;

And spake to Caius Cossus,

The Captain of his Guard :

' Caius. of all the Romans
Thou hast the keenest sight

;

Say, what through yonder storm of

dust

Comes from the Lalian riirht?'

Then answered Caius Cossus :

•
I st-e an evil sight ;

The banner of proud Tusculum

Comes from the Latian rijjht

;

I see the plumed horsemen ;

And far before the rest

I see the dark-grey charger,

I see the purple vest

;

I see the golden helmet

Tliat shmes far off like flame
;

So ever rides Mamilius,

Prince of the Latian name.'

' Now hearken, Caius Cossus :

Spring on thy horse's back ;

Ride as the wolves of Apennine

Were all upon thy track ;

Haste to our southward battle :

And never draw thy rein

Until thou find Herminius,

And bid him come am.ain.'

So Aulus spake, and fumed him

Again to that fierce strife ;

And Caius Cossus mounted.

And rode for death and life.

Loud clanged beneath his horse-hoofs

The helmets of the dead.

And many a curdling pool of blood

Splashed him from heel to head.

So came he far to southward.

Where fought the Roman host.

Against the banners of the marsh

And banners of the coast.

Like corn before the sickle

The stout Lavinians ftU,

lieneath the edge of the fnie sword

That kept the bridge so wrll.

' Herminius ! .Aulus greets thee
;

He bids thee come with speed.

To help our central battle
;

For sore is there our need.

There wars the youngest Tarquin,

And there the Crest of Flame,
The Tusculan Mamilius,

Prince of the Lalian name.
Valerius hath fallen fighting

In front of our array :

And Aulus of the seventy fields

.•Mone upholds the day.

'

x.xv.

Heiminius beat his bosom,
But never a word he spake.

He clapped his hand on Auster's

mane
;

He gave the reins a shake.

Away, away went Auster,

Like an arrow from the bow :

Black Auster was the fleetest steed

From Aufidus to Po.

-X.WI.

Right glad were all the Romans
Who, in that hour of dread,

Ag.ainst great odds bare up the war
.•\round Valerius dead,

When from the south the cheering

Rose with a mighty swell

;

' Herminius comes, Herminius,
Who kept the bridge so well !

'

X.XVII.

Mamilius spied Herminius,

And dashed across the way.

Herminius ! I have sought thee

Through many a bUxxiy day.

One of us two, Herminius.

Shall never more go homo.
I will lay on for Tusculum.

And lay thou on f(jr Rome I

'
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All ronnrl them paused the battle,

While met in mortal fray

The Roman and the Tusculan,

The horses black and grey.

Herminius smote Mamilius

Through breast-plate and through

breast

;

And fast flowed out the purple blood

Over the purple vest.

Mamilius smote Herminius

Through head-piece and through

head
;

And side by side those chiefs of pride

Together fell down dead.

Down fell they dead together

In a great lake of gore
;

And still stood all who saw them fall

While men might count a score.

XXIX.

Fast, fast, with heels wild spurning,

The dark-grey charger fled :

fie burst through ranks of fighting

men
;

He sprang o'er heaps of dead.

His bridle far out-streaming,

His flanks all blood and foam,

He sought the southern mountains.

The mountains of his home.

The pass was steep and rugged.

The wolves they howled and whined;

But he ran like a whirlwind up the

pass.

And he left the wolves behind.

Through many a startled hamlet

Thundered his flying feet ;

He rushed through the gate of Tus-
culum.

He rushed up the long white street

;

He rushed by tower and temple.

And paused not from his race

Till lie stood before his master's door

In the stately market-place.
j

And straightway round him gathered t

A pale and trembling crowd, 1

And when they knew him, cries of I

rage !

Brake forth , and wailing 1 oud :

And women rent their tresses

For their great prince's fall
;

And old men girt on their old swords
;

And went to man the wall.

But, like a graven image,

Black Auster kept his place,

And ever wistfully he looked

Into his master's face.

The raven-mane, that daily,

With pats and fond caresses.

The young Herminia washed and
combed

And twined in even tresses.

And decked with coloured ribands

From her own gay attire,

Hung sadly o'er her father's corpse

In carnage and in mire.

Forth with a shout sprang Titus,

And seized black Auster's rein.

Then Aulus sware a fearful oath,

And ran at him amain.
' The furies of thy brother

With me and mine abide,

If one of your accursed house

Upon black .Auster ride !

'

As on an Alpine watch-tower

From heaven comes down the flame,

Full on the neck of litus

The blade of Aulus came :

And out the red blood spouted.

In a wide arch and tall.

As spouts a fountain in the court

Of some rich Capuan's hall.

The knees of all the Latines

Were loosened with dismay

When dead, on dead Herminius,

The bravest Tarquin lay.

.\.\XI.

And Aulus the Dictator

Stroked .Auster's raven mane.

With heed he looked unto the girths

With heed unto the rein.

' Now bear me well, black Auster,

Into yon thick array
;

And thou and I will have revenge

For thy good lord this day."
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So spake he ; and was buckling

lighter black Auaier s bond,

When he was aw.ire of a princely p.iir

That rode at his right hand.
So like they were, no mortal

Might one from other know :

White as snow their armour was :

Their steeds were white as snow.
Never on earthly anvil

Did such rare armour gleam
;

And never did such gallant steeds

Drink of an earthly stream.

And all who saw them trembled,

.\nd pale grew every cheek
;

And Aulus the Dictator

Scarce gathered voice to speak.
' Say by what name meii call you ?

What city is your home?
And wherefore ride ye in such guise

Before the ranks of Rome ?

'

* By many names men call us ;

In many lands we dwell

:

Well Samothracia knows us
;

Cyrene knows us well.

Our house in gay Tarcntum
Is hung each mom with flowers :

High o'er the niiists of Syracuse

Our marble portal towers ;

Hut by the proud Eurotas

Is our dear native home ;

And for the right we come to fight

Before the ranks of Rome.'

xxxv.

So answered those strange horsemen,

And each couched low his spear
;

And forthwith all the ranks of Rome
Were bold, and of good cheer :

And on the thirty armies

Came w^onder and affright.

And Ardea wavered on the left.

And Cora on the right.

' Rome to the charge
!

' cried Aulus
;

The foe begins to yield !

Charge for the hearth of Vesta !

Charge for the (iolden Shield !

Let no man stop to plunder.

But slay, and slay, and slay
;

The gods who live for ever

-Are on our side to-day."

Then the fierce trumpet-flourish

From earth to heaven arose.

The kites know well the long stem
swell

That bids the Romans clase.

Then the good sword of Aulus
Was lifted up to slay :

Then, like a crag down Apennine.
Rushed Aiister through the fray.

But under those strange horsemen
Still thicker lay the slain

;

And after those strange horses

Black Auster toiled in vain.

Behind them Rome's long battle

Came rolling on the foe,

Ensigns dancing wild above.

Blades all in line below.

So comes the Po in flood-time

Upon the Celtic plain :

So comes the squall, blacker thau

night,

Uj>on the Adrian main.

Now, by our Sire Quiriiius,

It was a goodly sight

To see the thirty standards

Swept down the tide of flight.

So flies the spray of Adria
When the black squall doth blow,

So corn-sheav^ in the flood-time

Spin down the whirling Po.

False S>extus to the mountains

Turned first his horse's head ;

.\nd fast fled Ferentinum,

.And fast I^inuvium fled.

The horsemen of Nomentum
Spurred hard out of the fray ;

The footmen of Velitrae

Threw shield and spear away.

•And underfoot was trampled.

Amidst the mud and gore.
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The banner of proud Tusculuni,

'Ihat never stooped before :

And down went Flavins Faustus,

Who led his stalely ranks

From where the apple blossoms wave
On Anio's echoing banks,

And Tullus of Arpinum,
Chief of the Volscian aids,

And Metius with the long fair cmls.

The love of Anxur's maids,

And the white head of Vulso,

The great Arician seer,

And Nepos of Laurentum,
The hunter of the deer

;

And in the back false Sextus

Felt the good Roman steel,

And wriggling in the dust he died.

Like a worm beneath the wheel

:

And fliers and pursuers

Were mingled in a mass
;

And far away the battle

Went .roaring tlirough the pass.

Sempronius Atratinus

Sate in the Eastern Gate,

Beside liim were three Fathers,

Each in his chair of state
;

Fabius, whose nine stout grandsons
That day were in the field.

And Manlius, eldest of thi; Twelve
Wiio kept the CJolden Shield

;

And Sergius, the High Pontiff,

I^or wisdom far renowned
;

In all Etruria's colleges

Was no such Pontiff found
;

And all around the portal,

And high above the wall.

Stood a great throng of people,

But sad and silent afl
;

Young lads, and stooping eUkrs

That might not bear the mail.

Matrons with lips that quivered,

And maids with faces pale.

Since the first gleam of daylight,

Sempronius had not ceased

To listen for the rushing

Of horse-hoofs from the east.

The mist of eve was rising,

Tlie sun was hastening down.

When he was aware of a princely pair

Fast pricking towards the town.

So like they were, man never

Saw twins so like before
;

Red with gore their armour was.

Their steeds were red with gore.

' Hail to the great Asylum !

Hail to the hill-tops seven !

Hail to the fire that burns for aye.

And the shield that fell from heaven

!

This day, by Lake Regillus,

Under the Porcian lieight.

All in the lands of Tusculum
Was fought a glorious fight.

To-morrow your Dictator

Shall bring in triumph home
The spoils of thirty cities

To deck the shrines of Rome !

'

Then burst from that great concourse

A shout that shook the towers,

And some ran north, and some ran

t south,

Crying, ' The day i.s ours !

'

But on rode these strange horsemen.

With slow and lordly pace
;

And none who saw their bearing

Durst ask their name or race.

On rode they to the Forum,
While laurel-boughs and flowers.

From house-tops and from windows,
Fell on their crests in showers.

When they drew nigh to Vesta,

They vaulted down amain,

.And washed their horses in the well

That springs by Vesta's fane.

.•\nd straight again they mounted,
.A.nd rode to Vesta's door

;

Then, like a blast, away they passed,

And no man saw them more.

And all the people trembled,

.•\nd pale grew every cheek
;

And Sergius the High Pontiff

Alone found voice to speak ;
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The gods who live for ever

Have fought for Rome to-day !

'lliese be the Great Twin Brethren

To whoni the Dorians pray.

Back comes the Chief in triumph,

Wlio, in the hour of fight,

Hath seen tlie GrcM Twin Brethren

In harness on I'is right.

Safe comes tlie ship to liaven,

Through billows and through galcs,

If once tlie Great Twin Brethren

Sit shining on the sails.

Wherefore they washed their horses

In Vesta's holy well,

Wherefore they rode to Vestas door,

I know, but may not tell.

Here, hard by Vesta's Temple,
Build we a stately dome

Unto the Great Twin Brethren

Who fought so well for Rome.

And when the months reluming

Bring back this day of fight.

The proud Ides of Quintilis,

Marked evermore with while,

Unto the Great Twin Brethren

Let all the people throng,

With chaplets and with offerings,

With music and with song ;

And let the doors and windows
Be hung with garlands all.

And let the Knights be summoned
To Mars without the wall :

Thence let them ride in purple

With joyous trumpet-sound,

Each mounted on his war-horse,

And each with olive crowned
;

And pass in solemn order

Before the sacred dome.
Where dwell the Great Twin Brethren

Who fought so well for Rome 1

'



VIRGINIA.

A COLLECTION Consisting exclusively of war-songs would give an imper.

feet, or rather an erroneous, notion of the spirit of the old Latin ballads.

The patricians, during more than a century after the expulsion of the

Kings, held all the high military commands. A Plebeian, even though,

like Lucius Siccius, he were distinguished by his valour and knowlf;dge of

war, could serve only insubordinate posts. A minstrel, therefore, who

wished to celebrate the early triumphs of his country, could hardly take

any but Patricians for his heroes. The warriors who are mentioned in

the two preceding lays, Horatius, Lartius, Herminius, Aulus Posthumins,

/^butius Elva, Sempronius Atratinus, Valerius Poplicola, were all mem-

bers of the dominant order ; and a poet who was singing their praises,

v/hatever his own political opinions might be, would naturally abstain from

insulting the class to which they belonged, and from reflecting on the

system which had placed such men at the head of the legions of the

Commonwealth.

But there was a class of compositions in which the great families were

by no means so courteously treated. No parts of early Roman history are

richer with poetical colouring than those which relate to the long contest

between the privileged houses and the commonalty. The population of

Rome was, from a very early period, divided into hereditary castes,

which, indeed, readily united to repel foreign enemies, but which regarded

each other, during many years, with bitter animosity. Between those

castes there was a barrier hardly less strong than that which, at Venice,

parted the members of the Great Council from their countrymen. In some

respects, indeed, the line which separated an Icilius or a Duilius from a

Posthumius or a Fabius was even more deeply marked than that which

separated the rower of a gondola from a Contarini or a Morosini, At

Venice the distinction was merely civil. At Rome it was both civil and

religious. Among the grievances under which the Plebeians suffered,

three were felt as peculiarly severe. They were excluded from the highest

magistracies ; they were excluded from all share in the public lands ; and



VIRGINIA. 875

they were ground down to the dust by partial and barbarous legislation

loucluiig pecuniary contracts. The ndinij class in Rome was a monied

class ; and it nia'le and administered the laws with a view solely to its own

interest. Thus the relation between lender and borrower was mixed up

with the relation between sovereign and subject. The great men held a

large portion ol the community in dependence by means of advances at

enormous usury. The law of dt- bt, framed by creditors, and for the pro-

tection of creditors, was the most horrible that has ever been known among

men. The liberty, and even the liie, of the insolvent were at the mercy

of the Pairiciaji money-lenders. Chddren often became slaves in conse-

quence of the misfortunes of their parents. The debtor was imprisoned,

not in a public gaol under the cnre of impartial public functionaries, but

in a private workhouse belonging to the creditor. Frighilui stories were

toid respecting these dungeons. It was said that torture and brutal

violation were common ; that tight stocks, heavy chains, scanty measures

of food, were used to punish wretches guilty of nothing but poverty ; and

that brave soldiers, whose breasts were covered with honourable scars,

were often marked still more deeply on the back by the scourges of high-

born usurers.

The Plebeians were, however, not wholly without constitutional rights.

From an early period tiiey hati been admitted to some share of political

power. They were enrolled each in his century, and were allowed a share,

considerable though not proportioned to their numerical strength, in the

disposal of those high disunities from which they were themselves excluded.

Thua their position bore some resemblancj to that of the Irish Catholics

during the interval between the year 1792 and tiie year 1829. The I'le-

beians had also the privilege of anually appointing officers, named Tribunes,

who h.id no active share in the government of the Commonwealth, but

who, by degrees, acquired a power formidable even to the ablest and most

resolute Consuls anu Dictators. The person of the Tribune was inviolable

;

and though he could directly efi'ect little, he could obstruct everything.

During more than a century after the institution of the Tribuneship, the

Commons struggled manfully lor the removal of the grievances under which

they laboured ; and, in spite of many checks and reverses, succeeded in

wringing concessionafterconcessionfrom the stubborn aristocracy. At length

in the year of the city 378, both parties mustered their whole strength for

their last and most desperate conflict. The popular and active Tribune,

Caius Licinius, proposed the three memorable laws which are called by his

name, and which were intended to redress the three great evils of which the

Plebeians complained. He was supported, with eminent ability and firm-

ness, by his colleague, Lucius Sextius. The struggle appears to have been

the fiercest that ever in any community terminated without an appeal to

arms. If such a contest had raged in any Greek city, the streets would
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have run with blood. But, even in the paroxysms of faction, the Roman
retained his gravity, his respect for law, and his tenderness for the lives

of his fellow-citizens. Year after year Licinius and Sextius were re-elected

Tribunes. Year after year, if the narrative which has come down to us

is to be trusted, they continued to exert, to the full extent, their power of

stopping the whole machine of government. No curule magistrates could

be chosen ; no military muster could be held. We know too little of the

state of Rome in those days to be able to conjecture how, during that long

anarchy, the peace was kept, and ordinary justice administered between

man and man. The animosity of both parties rose to the greatest height.

The excitement, we may well suppose, would have been peculiarly intense

at the annual election of Tribunes. On such occasions there can be little

doubt that the great fimilies did all that could be done, by threats and

caresses, to break the union of the Plebeians. That union, however,

proved indissoluble. At length the good cause triumphed. The Licinian

laws were carried. Lucius Sextius was the first Plebeian Consul, Caius

Licinius the third.

The results of this great change were singularly happy and glorious.

Two centuries of prosperity, harmony, and victory followed the reconcilia-

tion of the orders. Men who remembered Rome engaged in waging petty

wars almost within sight of the Capitol lived to see her the mistress of Italy.

While the disabilities of the Plebeians continued, she was scarely able to

maintain her ground against the Volscians and Hernicans. When those

disabilities were removed, she rapidly became more than a match for

Carthage and Macedon.

During the great Licinian contest the Plebeian poets were, doubtless,

not silent. Even in modern times songs have been by no means withoul

influence on public affairs ; and we may therefore infer that, in a society

where printing was unknown, and where books were rare, a pathetic or

humorous party-ballad must have produced effects such as we can but

faintly conceive. It is certain that satirical poems were common at Rome

from a very early period. The rustics, who lived at a distance from the

seat of government, and took little part in the strife of factions, give vent to

their petty local animosities in coarse Fescennine verse. The lampoons of

the city were doubtless of a higher order ; and their sting was early felt by

the nobility. For in the Twelve Tables, long before the time of the

Licinian laws, a severe punishment was denounced against the citizen who

should compose or recite verses reflecting on anotlier.* Satire is, indeed.

* Cicero justly infers from this law that there had been early Latin poets whose works

had been lost before his time. 'Qnamquam id quidem etiam xii tabulx declarant

rondi jam turn solitiim esse carmen, quod ne liceret fieri adalterius injuriam lege sanxe-

nint.'

—

TviC. iv. 2.
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the only sort of composition in which the Latin poets whose works have

come down to »i«. were not mere imitators of foreifjn models ; and it is

therefore the only sort of composition in which they have never been rivalled.

It was not, like their tragedy, their comedy, their epic and lyric poetry, a

hothouse plant, which, in return for assiduous and skilful culture, gave only

scanty and sickly fmits. It was hardy and full of sap; and in all the various

juices which it yielded might be distinguished the flavour of the Ausonian

soil. 'Satire,' says Quinciilian, with just pride, 'is all our own.' Satire

sprang, in truth, naturally from the constitution of the Roman government

and from the spirit of the Roman people ; and, though at length subjected

to metrical rules derived from Greece, retained to the last an essentially

Roman character. Lucilius was the earliest satirist whose works were held

in esteem under the Caesars. But many years before Lucilius was born,

Naevius had been flung into a dungeon, and guarded there with circum-

stances of unusual rigour, on account of the bitter lines in which he had

attacked the great Caecilian family.* The genius and spirit of the Roman
satirist survived the liberty of their country, and were not extinguished by

the cruel despotism of the Julian and Flavian Emperors. The great poet

who told the story of Domitian's turbot was the legitimate successor of

those forgotten minstrels whose songs animated the factions of the infant

Republic.

These minstrel.s, as Niebuhr has remarked, appear to have generally

taken the popular side. ^Ve can hardly be mistaken in supposing that, at

the great crisis of the civil conflict, they employed themselves in versifying

all the most powerful and virulent speeches of the Tribunes, and in heap

ing abuse on the leaders of tiie aristocracy. Every personal defect, every

domestic scandal, every tradition dishonourable to a noble house, would

\>e sought out, brought into notice, and exaggerated. The illustrious head

of the aristocratical party, Marcus Furius Camillus, might perhaps be, in

some measure, protected by his venerable age and by the memory of his

great services to the State. But Appius Claudius Cras-us enjoyed no such

immunity. He was descended from a long line of ancestors distinguished

by their haughty demeanour, and by the inflexiliility with which they had

withstood all the demands of the Plebeian order. While the political

conduct and the deportment of the Claudian nobles drew upon them the

fiercest public hatred, they were accused of wanting, if any credit is due to

the early history of Rome, a class of qualities which, in the military com-

monwealth, is sufficient to cover a multitude of offences. The chiefs of the

family appear to have been eloquent, versed in civil business and learned

after the fashiim of their age; but in war they were not distini^uished by

=kill or valour Some of ihem, as if conscious where their weakness lay,

PUutus, Milei Glorio<iiis. Aiilu^ Gellii
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had, when filling the lughest magistracies, taken internal administration as

their department of public business, and left the military command to their

colleagues.* One of them had been intrusted witli an army, and had
failed ignominiously.t None of them had been honoured with a triumph.

None of them had acliieved any martial exploit, such as those by which
Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus, Titus Quinctius Capitolinus, Aulus Cor-

nelius Cossus, and, above all, the great Camillus, had extorted the reluctant

esteem of the multitude. During the Licinian conflict, Appius Claudius

Crassus signalised himself by the ability and severity with which he
harangued against the two great agitators. He would naturally, therefore,

be the favourite mark of the Plebeian satirists ; nor would they have been

at a loss to find a point on which he was open to attack.

His grandfather, called, like himself, Appius Claudius, had left a name
as much detested as that of Sextus Tarquinius. This elder Appius had

been Consul more than seventy years before the introduction of the

Licinian laws. By availing himself of a singular crisis in public feeling,

he had obtained the consent of the Commons to the abolition of the

Tribuneship, and had been the chief of that Council of Ten to which the

whole direction of the State had been committed. In a few months his

administration had become universally odious. It had been swept away
by an irresistible outbreak of popular fury ; and its memory was still held

in abhorrence by the whole city. The immediate cause of the downfall of

this execrable government was said to have been an attempt made by
Appius Claudius upon the chastity of a beautiful young girl of humble
birth. The story ran that the Decemvir, unable to succeed by bribes and
solicitations, resorted to an outrageous act of tyranny. A vile dependent
of the Claudian house laid claim to the damsel as his slave. The cause

was brought before the tribunal of Appius. The wicked magistrate, in

defiance of the clearest proofs, gave judgment for the claimant. But the

girl's father, a brave soldier, saved her from servitude and dishonour by
stabbing her to the heart in the sight of the whole Forum. That blow was
the signal for a general explosion. Camp and city rose at once ; the Ten
were pulled down; the Tribuneship was re-established; and Appius escaped

the hands of the executioner only by a voluntary death.

It can hardly be doubted that a story so admirably adapted to the pur-

poses both of the poet and of the demagogue would be eagerly seized

upon by minstrels burning with hatred against the Patrician order, against

the Claudian house, and especially against the grandson and namesake of

the infamous Decemvir.

In order that the reader may judge fairly of these fragments of the lav

' In the years of the city 260, 304, and 330.

t In the year of the city 282.
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ol Virginia, he must imagine himself a Plebeian who has just voted for the

re-election of Sextius and Licinius. All the power of the Patricians has

been exerted to throw out the two great champions oi' the Commons.
Every Posthumius, .-tmilius, and Comehus has used his influence to the

utmost. Debtors have been let out of the woikhouses on condition of

votintj against the men of the people : clients have been posted to hiss

and interrapl the favourite candidates : Appius Claudius Crassus has

spoken with more than his usual eloquence and asperity : all has been in

vain ; Licinius and Sextius have a fifth time carried all the tribes : work

is suspended : the booths arc closed : the Plebeians bear on their shoulders

the two champions of liberty through the Forum. Just at this moment it

IS announced that a popular poet, a zealous adherent of the Tribunes, has

made a new song which will cut the Claudian nobles to the heart. The
crowd gathers round him, and calls on him to recite it. He takes his

stand on the spot where, accordmg to tradition, Virginia, more than seventy

years ago, was seized by the pandar of Appius, and he begins his story.
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VIRGINIA.
KKAGMENTS OF A LAY SUNG IN THE FORUM ON THE DAY WHEREON

LUCIUS SEXTIUS SEXTINUS LATERANUS AND CAIUS LICINIUS CALVUS

STOLO WERE ELECTED TRIBUNES OF THE COMMONS THE FIFTH

TIME, IN THE YEAR OF THE CITY CCCLXXXII.

Ye good men of the Commons, with loving hearts and true,

Who stand by the bold Tribunes that still iiave stood by you.

Come, make a circle round me, and mark my tale with care,

A tale of what Rome once hath borne, of what Ron« yet may bear.

This IS no Grecian fable of fountains running wine,

Of maids with snaky tresses, or sailors turned to swine.

Here, in this very Forum, under the noonday sun.

In sight of all the people, the bloody deed was done.

Old men still creep among us who saw that fearful day,

Just seventy years and seven ago, when the wicked Ten baic sway

Of all the wicked Ten, still the names are held accursed,

And of all the wicked Ten Appius Claudius was the worst.

He stalked along the Forum like King Tarquin in his pride

:

Twelve axes waited on him, six maiching on a side ;

The townsmen shrank to right and left, and eyed askance with fear

His lowering brow, his curling mouth, which always seemed to sneer

:

That brow of hate, that mouth of scorn, marks all the kindred still ;

For never was there Claudius yet but wished the Commons ill

:

Nor lacks he fit attendance ; for close behind his heels,

With outstretched chin and crouching pace, the cliept Marcus steals.

His loins girt up to run with speed, be the errand what it may,

And the smile flickering on his cheek, for aught his lord may say.

Such varlets pimp and jest for hire among the lying Greeks :

Such varlets still are paid to hoot when brave Licinius speaks.

Where'er ye shed the honey, the buzzing flies will crowd
;

Where'er ye fling the carrion, the raven's croak is loud
;

Where'er down Tiber garbage floats, ihe greedy pike ye ste
;

And wheresoe'er such lord is found, such client still will be.
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Just then, ai thruugh one cloudless chink in a black stormy sky

^liines out tlie ilcwy morning-star, a fair younjj girl came by.

\Vith her small tablets in her hand and her satchel on her arm,

Home she went bounding from the school, nor dreamed of shame i

harm

;

And past those dreaded axes she innocently ran,

With bright, frank brow that had not learned to blush at gaze of m.ui ;

And up the Sacred Street she turned, and, as she lianceu along,

She warbleil gaily to herself lines of the good old song.

How for a sport the i)rinces came spurring from the camp,

And found Lucrece, combing the lleece, under the midnight lamp.

Tlie maiden sang as sings the lark, when up he darts his flight,

From his nest in the green April corn, to meet the morning light ;

And Appius heard her sweet young voice, and saw her sweet yoiiii

face,

And loved her with the accursed love of his accursed race.

And all along the Forum, and up the Sacred Street,

His vulture eye pursued the trip of those small glancing feet.

< 'ver the Alban mountains the light of morning broke ;

From all the roofs of the Seven Hills curled the thin wreaths of smoke :

The city-gates were opened ; the Forum, all alive.

With buyers and with sellers was humming like a hive :

r>lithely on brass and timber the craftsman's stroke was ringing,

And blithely o'er her panniers the market-girl was singing.

And blithely young Virginia came smiling from her home :

Ah I woe for young Virginia, the sweeiest maid in Rome !

With her small tablets in her hand, and her satchel on her arm.

Forth she went bounding to the school, nor dreamed of shame or harm.

She cro-ised the Forum shining with stalls in alleys gay,

And just had reached the very spot whereon I stand this day,

When up the varlct Marcus came ; not such as when erewhile

He crouched behind his patron's heels with the tiue client smile :

He came with lowering forehead, swoUc-n features, and clenched fisi,

And strode across Virginia's path, and caught her by the wrist.

Hard strove the frighted maiden, and screamed with look aghast ;

And at her scream from right and left the folk came running fast ;

The money-changer Crispus, with his thin silver hairs,

And Hanno from the stately booth glittering with Punic wares,

And the strong smiih Murxna, grasping a half-forged brand,

And Volero the flesher, his cleaver in his hand.

All came in wr.nth and wonder ; for all knew that fair child
;

And, as she passed them twice a day, ail kissed their hands and smiled ;
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And the strong smith Mursena gave Marcus such a blow,

The caitifF reeled three paces back, and let the maiden go.

Yet glared he fiercely round him, and growled in harsh, fell tone,

' She's mine, and I will have her : 1 seek but for mine own :

She is my slave, born in my house, and stolen away and sold.

The year of the sore sickness, ere she was twelve hours old.

'Twas in the sad September, the month of wail and fright,

Two augurs were borne forth that morn ; the Consul died ere night.

I wait on Appius Claudius, 1 waited on his sire :

*Let him who works the client wrong beware the patron's ire !

'

So spake the varlel Marcus ; and dread in silence came

On all the people at the sound of the great Claudian name.

For then tliere was no Tribune to speak the word of might.

Which makes the rich man tremble, and guards the poor man's righl.

There was no brave Licinius, no honest Sextius then
;

But all the city, in great fear, obeyed the wicked Ten.

Yet ere. the varlet Marcus a<^ain might seize the maid.

Who clung tight to Mursena's skirt, and sobbed, and shrieked for aid,

Forth through the throng of gazers the young Tcilius pressed,

And stamped his foot, and rent his gown, and smote upon his breast,

And sprang upon that column, by many a minstrel sung,

Whereon three mouldering helmets, three rusting swords, are hung,

And beckoned to the people, and in bold voice and clear

Poured thick and fast the burning words which tyrants quake to hear.

' Now, by your children's cradles, now by your fathers' graves,

Be men to-day, Quirites, or be for ever slaves !

For this did Servius give us laws ? For this did Fucrece bleed ?

For this was the great vengeance wrought on Tarquin's evil seed?

For this did those false sons make red the axes of their sire ?

For this did Scoevola's right hand hiss on the Tuscan fire?

Shall the vile fox-earth awe the race that stormed the lion's den ?

Shall we, who could not brook one lord, crouch to the wicked Ten ?

Oh, for that ancient spirit which curbed the Senate's will

!

Oh, for the tents which in old time whitened the Sacred Hill !

In those brave days our fathers stood firmly side by side ;

They faced the Marcian fury ; they tamed the Fabian pride :

They drove the fiercest Quinctius an outcast forth from Rome ;

They sent the haughtiest Claudius with shivered fasces home.

l?ut what their care bequeathed us our madness flung away :

All the ripe fruit of threescore years was blighted in a day.
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Exult, ye proml Patricians ! The hard fought-fight is o'er.

We strove for honours
—

'twas in vain : for freedom
—

'tis no more.

No crier to the polling summons the eager thront;
;

No Tribune breathes the word of might that guards the weak from

wrong.

Our very hearts, that were so high, sink down beneath your will.

Riches, and lands, and power, and state—ye have ihem :—keep them stiH

Still keep the holy fillets ; still keep the purple gown.

The axes, and the curule chair, the car, and laurel crown :

Still press us for your cohorts, and, when the fight is done,

Still fill your gamers from the soil which our good swords have won.

Still, like a spreading ulcer, which leech-craft may not cure.

Let your foul usance eat away the substance of the poor.

Still let your haggard debtors bear all their fathers bore ;

Still let your dens of torment be noisome as of yore ;

No fire when Tiber freezes ; no air in dog-star heat ;

And store of rods for free-bom backs, and holes for free-born feet.

Heap heavier still the fetters; bar closer still the grate
;

Patient .as sheep we yield us up unto your cruel hate.

But, by the Shades beneath us, and by the Gods above,

Add not unto your cruel hate your yet more cruel love !

Have ye not graceful ladie.s whose spotless lineage springs

From Consuls, and High Pontiflfs, and ancient Alban kings?

Ladies, who deign not on our paths to set their tender feet,

Who from their cars look down with scorn upon the wondering street.

Who in Corinthian mirrors their own proud smiles behold.

And breathe of Capuan odours, and shine with Spanish gold ?

Then leave the poor Plebeian his single tie to life

—

The sweet, sweet love of daughter, of sister, and of wife.

The gentle speech, the balm for all that his vexed soul endures,

The kiss, in which he half forgets even such a yoke as yours.

Still let the maiden's l)eauly swell the father's breast with pride ;

Still let the bridegroom's arms infold an unpolluted bride.

Spare us the inexpiable wrong, the unutterable shame,

Tliat tums the coward's heart to steel, the sluggard's blood to flame,

Le->t, when our latest hope is fled, ye taste of our despair.

And leam by proof, in some wild hour, how much the wretched dare.'

Straightway Virginius led the maid a little space a.side,

To where the reeking shambles stood, piled up with horn and hide,

Close to yon low^ dark archway, where, in a crimson flood.

Leaps down to the great .sewer the gurgling stream of blood.
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llanl by, a fleslier on a block had laid his whittle down
;

Virj^inius caught the whittle up, and hid it in his gown.
And then his eyes grew very dim, and his throat began to swell.

And in a hoarse, changed voice he spake, ' Farewell, sweet cliild 1

Farewell

!

Oh ! how I loved my darling ! Though stern I sometimes be.

To thee, thou know'st I was not so. Who could be so to thee ?

And how my darling loved me i How glad she was to hear

My footstep on the threshold when I came back last year !

And how she danced with pleasure to see my civic crown,

And took my sword, and hung it up, and brought me forth my gown !

Now, all those things are over—yes, all thy pretty ways,

Thy needlework, thy prattle, thy snatches of old lays
;

And none will grieve when I go forth, or smile when I return,

Or watch beside the old man's bed, or weep upon his urn.

The house that was the happiest within the Roman walls.

The house that envied not the wealth of Capua's marble halls.

Now, for the brightness of thy smile, must have eternal gloom.

And fof the music of thy voice, the silence of the tomb.

The time is come. See how he points his eager hand this way !

See how his eyes gloat on thy grief, like a kite's upcm the prey !

With all his wit, he little deems, that, spurned, betrayed, bereft.

Thy father hath in his despair one fearful refuge left.

He little deems that in this hand I clutch what still can save

Thy gentle youth from taunts and blows, the portion of the slave
;

Yea, and from nameless evil, that passeth taunt and blow

—

Foul outrage which thou knowest not, which thou shalt never know.

Then clasp me round the neck once more, and give me one more
kiss

;

And now, mine own dear little girl, there is no way but this.'

With that he lifted high the steel, and smote her in the side,

And in her blood she sank to earth, and with one sob she died.

Then, for a little moment, all people held their breath
;

And through the crowded Forum was stillness as of death ;

And in another moment brake forth from one and all

A cry as if the Volscians were coming o'er the wall.

Some with averted faces shrieking fled home amain
;

Some ran to call a leech ; and some ran to lift the slain :

Some felt her lips and little wrist, if life might there be found
;

And some tore up their garments fast, and strove to stanch the wound.

In vain they ran, and felt, and stanched ; for never truer blow

That good right arm had dealt in fight against a Volscinn foe.
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When Appius Claudius saw that deed, lie shuddered and sank tlown,

And hid his fare some little space with the corner of his gown,

'I'ill, with white lips and bloodshot eyes, Virtjinius tottered nigh,

And stood before the judgment-seat, and held the knife on high.

' Oh ! dwellers in the nether gloom, avengers of the slain,

By this dear blood I cry to you, do right between us twain ;

And even as Aupius Claudius hath dealt by me and mine,

Deal you by Appius Claudius and all the Claudian line !

'

So spake the slayer of his child, and turned, and went his w:iy ;

But first he cast one haggard glance to where the body lay,

And writhed, and groaned a fearful groan, and then, with steadfast

feet.

Strode right across the market-place unto the Sacred Street.

Then up sprang Appius Claudius :
' Stop him ; alive or dead !

Ten thousand pounds of copper to the man who brings his head.'

He looked upon his clients ; but none would work his will.

He looked upon his lictors ; but they trembled, and stood still.

And, as Virginius through the press his way in silence cleft,

ICver the mighty multitude fell back to right and left.

And he hath passed in safety unto his woeful home.

And there ta'en horse to tell the camp what deeds are done in Koine.

By this the flood ol people was swollen from every side.

And streets and porches round were filled with that o'ertlowing tide
;

And close around the body gathered a little train

Of them that were the nearest and dearest to the slain.

They brought a bier, and hung it with many a cypress crown

.•\nd gently they uplifted her, and gently laid her down.

Tiie face of Appius Claudius wore ihe Ciaudian scowl and sneer.

And in the Claudian note he cried, ' Whai doth this rabble here ?

Have they no crafts to mind at home, that hitherward ihey stray?

1 lo ! lictors, clear the market-place, and fetch the corpse away !

'

The voice of grief and fury till then hail not been loud ;

But a deep sullen murmur wandered among the crowd.

Like the moaning noise that goes before the whirlwind on the deep,

Or the growl of a fierce watch-dog but half-aroused from sleep.

But when the lictors at that word, tall yeomen all and strong,

Kach with his axe and sheaf of twigs, went down into the throng.

Those old men say, who saw that day of sorrow and of sin.

That in the Roman Forum was never such a din,

The wailing, hooting, cursing, the howls of grief and hate.

Were beard beyond the Pincian Hill, beyond the Latin Gate.
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Bui close around the body, where stood the little train

Of them that were the nearest and dearest to the slain,

No crie>; were there, but teeth set fast, low whispers and black frowns,

And breaking up of benches, and girding up of gowns.

'Twas well the lictors might not pierce to where the maiden lay,

Else surely had they been all twelve torn limb from limb that day.

Right glad they were to struggle back, blood streaming from their heads,

With axes all in splinters, and raiment all in shreds.

Then Appius Claudius gnawed his lip, and the blood left his cheek ;

And thrice he beckoned with his hand, and thrice he strove to speak

;

And thrice the tossing Forum set up a frightful yell ;

' See, see, thou dog ! what thou hast done ; and hide thy shame in hell !

Thou that wouldst make our maidens slaves must first make slaves ol

men.

Tribunes ! Hurrah for Tribunes ! Down with the wicked Ten !

'

And straightway, thick as hailstones, came whizzing through the air

Pebbles, and bricks, and potsherds, all round the curule chair :

And upon Appius Claudius great fear and trembling came
;

For never was a Claudius yet brave against aught but shame.

Though the great houses love us not, we own, to do them right,

That the great houses, all save one, have borne them well in fight.

Still Caius of Corioli, his triumphs and his wrongs,

His vengeance and his mercy, live in our camp-fire songs.

Beneath the yoke of Furius oft have Gaul and Tuscan bowed ;

And Rome may bear the pride of him of whom herself is proud.

But evermore a Claudius shrinks from a stricken field,

And changes colour like a maid at sight of sword and shield.

The Claudian triumphs all were won within the city towers

;

The Claudian yoke was never pressed on any necks but ours.

A Cossus, like a wild cat, springs ever at the face
;

A Fabius rushes like a boar against the shouting chase
;

But the vile Claudian litter, raging with currish spite.

Still yelps and snaps at those who run, still runs from those who smite.

So now 'twas seen of Appius. When stones began to fly,

He shook, and crouched, and wrung his hands, and smot'j upon his

thigh.

'Kind clients, honest lictors, stand by me in this fray !

Must I be torn in pieces ? Home, home, the nearest way !

'

While yet he spake, and looked around with a bewildered stare,

Four sturdy lictors put their necks beneath the curule chair

;

And forescore clients on the left, and forescore on the right.

Arrayed themselves with swords and staves, and loins girt up for fight.

But, though without or staff or sword, so furiou* was the throng.
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That scarce the train with might and main could bring their lord along.

Twelve times the crowd made at him ; five times they seized his gown

;

Small chance was his to rise again, if once they got him down :

And sharper came the pelting ; and evermore the yell

—

'Tribunes ! we will have Tribunes !

'—rose with a louder swell :

And the chair tos<ed as tosses a bark with tattered sail

When raves the Adriatic beneath an eastern gale,

When the Calabrian sea-marks are lost in clouds of spume,

And the great Thunder-Cape has donned his veil of inky gloom.

One stone hit Appius in the mouth, and one beneath the ear ;

And ere he reached Mount Palatine, he swooned with pain and fear.

His cursed head, that he was wont to hold so high with pride,

Now, like a drunken man's, hung down, and swayed from side to side ;

And when his stout retainers had brought him to his door,

His face and neck were all one cake of filth and clotted gore.

As Appius Claudius was that day, so may his grandson be !

God send Rome one such other sight, and send me there to see !
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It hardly can be necessary to remind any reader that, according to the

popular tradition, Romulus, after he had slain his grand-uncle Amulius

and restored his grandfather Numitor, determined to quit Alba, the here-

ditary domain of the Sylvian princes, and to found a new city. The
Gods, it was added, vouchsafed the clearest signs of the favour with which

they regarded the enterprise, and of the high destinies reserved for the

young colony.

This event was likely to be a favourite theme of the old Latin minstrels.

They would naturally attribute the project of Romulus to some divine inti-

mation of the power and prosperity which it was decreed that his city

should attain. They would probably introduce seers foretelling the vic-

tories of unborn Consuls and Dictators, and the last great victory would

generally occupy the most conspicuous place in the prediction. There is

nothing strange in the supposition that the poet who was employed to

celebrate the first great triumph of the Romans over the Greeks might

throw his song of exultation into this form.

The occasion was one likely to excite the strongest feelings of national

pride. A great outrage had been followed by a great retribution. Seven

years before this time, Lucius Posthumius Megellus, who sprang from one

of the noblest houses of Rome, and had been thrice Consul, was sent

ambassador to Tarentuin, with charge to demand reparation for grievous

injuries. The Tarentines gave him audience in their theatre, where he

addressed ihem in such Greek as he could command, which, we may well

believe, was not exactly such as Cineas would have spoken. An exquisite

sense of the ridiculous belonged to the Greek character ; and closely con-

nected with this faculty was a strong propensity to flippancy and imperti-

nence. Wiien Posthumius placed an accent wrong, his hearers burst into

a laugh. When he remonstrated, they hooted him, and called him bar-

barian ; and at length hissed him off the stage as if he had been a liad

actor. As the grave Roman retired, a buffoon who, from his constant

drunkenness, was nicknamed the Pint- Pot, came up with gestures of the

grossest indecency, and bespattered the senatorial gown with F-lth. Pos-

I
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thurniu!; lume<l round to ihe multitude, and held up the gown, as if

appealing to the universal law of nations. The sight only increased the

insolence of the Tarcntines. They clapped their hands, and set up a

shout of laughter which shook the theatre. ' Men of Tarentum,' saiil

l*osthumius, 'it will take not a little blood to wash this gown.' •

Rome, in consequence of this insult, declared war against the Tarcntines.

The Tarcntines sought for allies beyond the Ionian Sea. Pyrrhus, king

of Epirus, came to their help with a large army ; and, for the first time,

the two great nations of antiquity were fairly matched against each

other.

The fame of Greece in arms, as well as in arts, was then at the height.

Half a century earlier, the career of Alexander had excited the admiration

and terror of all nations from the Ganges to the Pillars of Hercules.

Royal houses, I'ounded by Macedonian qaptains, still reigned at Antioch

and Alexandria. That barbarian warriors, led by barbarian chiefs, should

win a pitched battle against Greek valour guided by Greek science,

seemed as incredible as it would now seem that the Burmese or the

Siamese should, in the open plain, put to flight an equal number of the

best English troops. The Tarcntines were convinced that their country-

men were irresistible in war ; and this conviction had emboldened them

to treat with the grossest indignity one whom they regarded as the repre-

sentative of an inferior race. Of the Greek generals then living, Pyrrhus

was indisputably the first. Among the troops who were trained in the

Greek discipline, his Epirotes ranked high. His expedition to Italy was

a turning-pomt in the histoiy of the world. He found there a people

who, far inferior to the Athenians and Corinthians in the fine arts, in the

speculative sciences, and in all the refinements of life, were the best

soldiers on the face of the earth. Their arms, their gradations of rank,

their order of battle, their method of intrenchment, were all of Laiian

origin, and h.ad all been gradually brought near to perfection, not by ihe

study of foreign models, but by the genius and experience of many gene-

rations of great native commanders. The first words which broke from

the king, when his practised eye ha i surveyed the Roman encampment,

were full of meaning :
—

' These barbarians,' he said, ' have ncjthing bar-

barous in their military arrangements.' He was at first victorious; for

his own talents were superior to those of the captains who were opposed

to him ; and the Romans were not prepared for the onset of the elephants

of the East, which were then for the first time seen in Italy—moving
mountains, with long snakes for hands.t But the victories of the Epirotes

were fiercely disputed, dearly purchased, and altogether unprofitable. At
length. Manias Curius Dentatus, who had in his first Consulship won two
triumphs, was again placed at the head of the Roman Commonwealth,

* Dion. Hal. De Lcf^ationibus.

t AngMtminMi is the old Latin epithet for an elephant. Lucretius, ii. 538,
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and Kent to encounter the invaders. A great battle was fought near

15eneventum. Pyrrhus was completely defeated. He repassed the sea;

and the world learned, with amazement, that a people had been discovered,

who, in fair fighting, were superior to the best troops that had been drilled

on the system of Parmenio and Antigonus.

The conquerors had a good right to exult in their success ; for theit

glory was all their own. They had not learned from their enemy how to

conquer him. It was with their own national arms, and in their own
national battle-array, that they had overcome weapons and tactics long

believed to be invincible. The pilum and the broadsword had vanquished

the Macedonian spear. The legion had broken the Macedonian phalanx.

Even the elephants, when the surprise produced by their first appearance

was over, could cause no disorder in the steady yet flexible battalions of

Rome.

It is said by Flonis, and may easily be believed, that the triumph far

surpassed in magnificence any that Rome had previously seen. The only

spoils which Papirius Cursor and Fabius Maximus could exhibit were

flocks and herds, waggons of rude structure, and heaps of spears and

helmets. But now, for the first time, the riches of Asia and the arts of

Greece adorned a Roman pageant. Plate, fine stuffs, costly furniture;

rare animals, exquisite paintings and sculptures, formed part of the pro.

cession. At the banquet would be assembled a crowd of warriors and

statesmen, among whom Manius Curius Dentatus would take the highest

room. Caius Fabricius Luscinus, then, after two Consulships and two
triumphs, Censor of the Commonwealth, would doubtless occupy a place

of honour at the board. In situations less conspicuous probably lay some
of those who were, a few years later, the terror of Carthage ; Caius

Duilius, the founder of the maritime greatness of his country ; Marcus
Atilius Regulus, who owed to defeat a renown far higher than that which

he had derived from his victories ; and Caius Lutatius Catulus, who, while

suffering from a grievous wound, fought the great battle of the ^Egates,

and brought the first Punic War to a triumphant close. It is impossible to

recount the names of these eminent citizens without reflecting that they

were all, without exception, Plebeians, and would, but for the ever-

memorable struggle maintained by Caius Licinius and Lucius Sextius,

have been doomed to hide in obscurity, or to waste in civil broils, the

capacity and energy which prevailed against Pyrrhus and Hamilcar.

On such a day we may suppose that the patriotic enthusiasm of a Latin

poet would vent itself in reiterated shouts of /o iriuniphe, such as were

uttered by Horace on a far less exciting occasion, and in boasts resembling

those which Virgil put into the mouth of Anchises. The superiority of

some foreign nations, and especially of the Greeks, in the lazy arts of

peace, would be admitted with disdainful candour ; but pre-eminence in

all the qualities which fit a people to subdue and govern mankind would
be claimed for the Romans.

The following lay belongs to Uie latest age of Latin ballad -poetry.
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Na;vius and l.iviiis Andronicus were probably amoiiy the children whose

mothers held ihciii up to see the chariot of Curius go by. The minstrel

who sang on that day mi^jht possibly have lived to read the first hexameters

of Ennius, and to see the first comedies of Plautus. His poem, as might

be expected, shows a much wider acquaintance with the geography,

manners, and productions of remote nations, than would have been found

in compositions of the age of Camillus. But he troubles himself little

about dates, and having heard travellers talk with admiration of the

Colossus of Rhodes, and of the structures and gardens with which the

Macedonian kings of Syria had embellished their residence on the banks

of the Orontes, he has never thought of inquiring whether these things

existed in the age of Romulus.



892 LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME.

THE PROPHECY OF CAPYS.

A LAY SUNG AT THE BANQUET IN THE CAPITOL, ON THE DAY WHEREON

MANIUS CURIUS DENTATUS, A SECOND TIME CONSUL, TRIUMPHED

OVER KING PYRRHUS AND THE TARENTINES, IN THE YEAR OF

THE CITY CCCCLXXIX.

I.

Now slain is King Amulius,

Of the great Sylvian line,

Who reigned in Alba Longa,

On the throne of Avon tine.

Slain is the Pontiff Camers,

Who spake the words of doom :

' The children to the Tiber
;

The mother to the tomb.'

II.

In Alba's lake no fisher

His net to-day is flinging :

On the dark rind of Alba's oaks

To-day no axe is ringing :

The yoke hangs o'er the manger :

The scythe lies in the hay :

Through all the Alban villages

No work is done to-day.

And every Alban burgher

Hath donned his whitest gown
;

And every head in Alba

Weareth a poplar crown ;

And every Alban door-post

With boughs and flowers is gay

:

l-"or to-day the dead are living
;

The lost are found to-day.

IV.

They were doomed by a bloody king

:

They were doomed by a lying

priest :

They were cast on the raging flood :

They were tracked by the raging

beast

:

Raging beast and raging flood

Alike have spared the prey
;

.'\nd to-day the dead are living

:

The lost are found to-day.

The troubled river knew them,

And smoothed his yellow foam,

And gently rocked the cradle

That bore the fate of Rome.

The ravening she-wolf knew them,

And licked them o'er and o'er,

And gave them of her own fierce milk,

Rich with raw flesh and gore.

Twenty winters, twenty springs.

Since then have rolled away ;

And to-day tlie dead are living :

The lost are found to-day.

Blithe it was to see the twins.

Right goodly youths and tall,

Marching from Alba Longa

To their old grandsire's hall.
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Along their path frebh garlands

Are hung from tree to tree :

Before them stride the pipers.

Imping a note of glee.

On the right goes Komulus,

With arms to the elbows red,

And in his hand a broadsword.

And on the blade a head—
A head in an iron helmet,

With horse-hair hangmg down,

A shaggy head, a swarthy head,

Fixed in a ghastly frown—

I he head of King Amulius

Of the great sylvian line.

Who reigned in Alba Longa,

On the throne of Aventine.

On the left side goes Kemus,

With wrists and fingers red.

And in his hand a boar-spear.

And on the point a head—
A wrinkled head and aged.

With silver beard and hair.

And lioly fillets round it,

Such as the Pontiffs wear

—

The head of ancient Gamers,

Who spake the words of doom :

' The children to the Tiber ;

ITic mother to the tomb.'

Two ;ind two behind the twins

I heir trusty comrades go.

Four and forty valiant men.

With club, and axe, and bow.

On each side every hamlet

Pours fonh its joyous crowd,

Shouting lads and baying dogs

.\nd children laughing loud,

And old men weeping fondly

As Rhea's bo>-s go by,

.\nd maids who shriek to see the

heads.

Yet, shrieking, press more nigh.

So they marchctl aiaiiy mk i.iki-
.

They marched by fold and stall.

By corn-field and by vineyard,

Unto the old man's hall.

In the hall-gale sate Capys,

Capys, the sightless seer
;

From head to foot he trembled

.\s konuilus drew near.

And up stood stiff his iliin while

hair,

And his blind eyes flashed fire :

' Hail ! foster-child of the wonderous

nurse !

Hail ! son of the wonderous sire I

' Byl thou—what dost thou here

In the old man's peaceful hall ?

What doth the eagle in the coop,

The bison in the stall?

Our corn fills many a garner

;

Our vines clasp many a tree ;

Our flocks are white on many a hill,

But these are not for thee.

' For thee no treasure ripens

In the Tartesiian mine :

For thee no ship brings precious

bales

Across the Libyan brine :

Thou shah not drink from amber
;

Thou shalt not rest on down
;

.\rabia shall not steep thy locks,

Nor Sidon tinge thy gown.

' I-eave gold and myrrh and jewels,

kich table and soft bed,

I
To them who of man's seed are born,

' Whom woman's milk have fed.

2 K
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1 hou wast not made for lucre,

For pleasure, nor for rest :

Thou, that are sprung from the War-

god's loins.

And hast tugged at the she-wolf's

breast.

' From sunrise unto sunset

All earth shall hear thy fazne ;

A glorious city thou shah build.

And name it by thy name

:

And there, unquenched through ages,

Like Vesta's sacred tire,

Shall live the spirit of thy nurse.

The spirit of thy sire.

' The ox toils through the furrow.

Obedient to the goad ;

The patient ass up flinty paths

Plods with his weary load :

With whine and bound the spaniel

His master's whistle hears :

And the sheep yields her patiently

To the loud-clashing shears.

- But thy niiTse will bear no master ;

Thy nurse wU bear no load ;

And woe to them that shear her.

And woe to them that goad !

When all the pack, loud baying.

Her bloody lair surrounds.

She dies in silence, biting harv.t.

Amidst the dying houods.

' Pomona loves the orchard ;

And Liber loves the vine ,

And Pales loves the siraw-built shed

Warm with the breath of kine ;

And Venus loves the whbpers

Ot plighted youth and maid,

In Aprils ivor)- moonlight

Beneath the chestnut shade.

XIX.

' But thy father loves the clashing

Of broadsword and of shield :

He loves to drink the steam thai

reeks

From the fresh battle-field

:

He smiles a smile more dreadful

Ihan his own dreadful frown.

When he sees the thick black cloud of

smoke
Go up from the conquered towTu

' And such as is the War-god,

The author of thy Une,

And such as she who suckled tiiec.

Even such be thou and thine.

Leave to the soft Campaoiao
His bath and his perfumes

;

Leave to the sordid race of Tyre

Their dyeing-vats and looms:

Leave to the sons o( Canbage
The rudder and the oar

:

Leave to the Greek his m^trbie Nyuiphs

And scroiis of wordy lore.

I XXI.

' lltine, Roman, is the pUum

:

Roman, the sword is thine.

The even trench, the bristling mound.

The lion's ordered Ime ;

And thine the wheels of triumph.

Which %rith their laurelled train

Mo%^ slowly up the shouting streets

To Jove's eternal fane.

' Beneath thy yoke the Volscian

Shall rail hts lofty brow :

Soft Capua "s curled reveUos

Before thy chair shall bov t
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The Lucumoes of Arniis

Shall quake thy rods ro set

;

And the proud Samnites heart of sti-cl

Shall yield lo only thee.

' The riaul shall come against thee

From th-? land of snow and night :

I hou shait givo his f.iir haired armies

To the raven and the kite.

' The Greek shall con)e against thee.

The conqueror of the li:\st
;

Reside him stalks to battle

The huge earth-shaking beast.

The beast on whom the castle

With all its guards doth stand,

The beast who hath between his eyes

The serpent for a hand.

First march the bold Epirotes,

Wedged close with shield and spear;

A).(l the ranks of false Tarentum
Are glittering in the rear.

• The ranks of false Tarentum
I -ike hunted sheep shall fly :

In vain the bold Epirotes

Shall round their standards die :

And Apennine's grey vultures

Shall have a noble feast

On the fat and the eyes

Of the huge eanh-shaking beast.

' Hurrah I for the good weapons

That keep the War-god"s land.

Hurrah ! for Rome's stout pilum

In a stout Roman hand.

Hurrah ! for Rome s short broad-

sword,

That through the thick anay
Of levelled spears and serried shields

Hews deep its gory way.

• Hurrali ! for the great triumph

Hiat stretches many a mile.

Hurrah ! for the wan captives

That pass in endless file.

Ho! bold Epirotes, whither

Hath the Red King t.i'en flight?

Ho ! dogs of false Tarentum,

Is not the gown washed white ?

' Hurrah I for the great triumph

That stretches many a mile.

Hurrah ! for the rich dse of lyre,

-And the fine web of Nile.

The helmets gay with plumage
Torn from the pheasant's wings,

llie belu set thick with starry gems
That shone on Indian kings,

The urns of massy silver.

The goblets rough with gold.

The many-coloured tablets bright

With loves and wars of old.

The stone that breathes and struggles,

The brass that seems to speak ;
-

Such cunning they who dwell on high

Have given unto the Greek.

' Hurrah ! for Manius Curius,

The bravest son of Rome,
1 hnce in utmost need sent forth.

Thrice drawn in triumph home.
\S'eave, weave, for .Manius Curius

The third embroidered gown :

Make ready the third lofty car.

And twine the third green crown
And yoke the steeds of Rosea
With necks like a bended l>ow.

And deck the bull, Mevani.Vs bull.

The bull as while as snow.

Blest and thrice blest the Roman
Who ^'-es k(imf'<; hri.'li'r-' flay,
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Who sees that long victorious pomp
Wind down the Sacred Way,

And through the bellowing Fornni,

And round the Suppliant's Cirove,

Up to the everlasting gates

Of Capitolian Jove.

' Then where, o'er two bright havens,

The towers of Corinth frown ;

Where the gigantic King of Day
On his own Rhodes looks down

;

Where soft Orontes inurmurs

Reneath the laurel shades ;

Where Nile reflects the endless length

Of dark-red colonnades
;

Where in the stiU deep watei'.

Sheltered from waves and blasts,

Bristles the dusky forest

Of Byrsa's thousand masts
;

Where fur-clad hunters wander

Amidst the northern ice
;

Where through the sand of morning-

land

The camel bears the spice
;

Where Atlas flings his shadow

Far o'er the western foam,

Shall be great fear on all who hear

The mighty name of Rome.'
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A SOSG OF THE HUGUENOTS.

Now glon,' to the Lord of Hosts, from whom nil glories are !

Aiul glory to our Soverei<;n Liego, King Henry of Navarre !

Now let iliere be the merry sound of music and of dance.

Through thy corn-fields green, and sunny vines, oh pleasant land of

France I

And thou, Rochelle, our own Rochelle, proud city of the waters.

Again let rapture light ihe eyes of all thy mourning daughters.

As thou wert constant in our ills, be joyous in our joy,

For cold, and stiff, and still arc they who wrought thy walls annoy.

Hurrah I Hurrah ! a single field hath turned the chance of war.

Hurrah ! Hurrah ! for Ivry and Henry of Navarre.

Oh ! how our hearts were beating, when, at the dawn of day.

We saw the army of the League drawn out in long array ;

With all its priest-led citizens, and all its rebel peers,

And Appenzel's stout infantry, and Egmont's Flemish spear.e.

There rwle the brood of false Lorraine, the curses of our land ;

And dark Mayenne w.-is in the midst, a truncheon in his hand :

And, as we looked on them, we thought of .Seine's empurpled flood,

And good Coligni's hoary hair all dabbled with his blood
;

And we cried unto the living God, who rules the fate of war,

To fight for His own holy name, and Henry of Navarre.

The King is come to marshal us, in all his armour drest.

And he has bound a snow-white plume upon his gallant crest.

He looked upon his people, and a tear was in his eye
;

He looked upon the traitors, and his glance was stem and high.

Right graciously he smiled on us, as rolled from wing to wing,

Down all our line, a deafening shout, ' God save our Lord rlie King !

'
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' And if my standard-bearer fall, as fall full well he may,

' For never saw I promise yet of such a bloody fray,

' Press where ye see my white plume shine, amidst the ranks of war,

' And be your oriflamme to-day the helmet of Navarre.'

Hurrah ! the foes are moving. Hark to the mingled din

Of fife, and steed, and trump, and drum, and roaring culverin.

The fiery Duke is pricking fast across Saint Andre's plain.

With all the hireling chivalry of Guelders and Almayne.

Now by the lips of those ye love, fair gentlemen of France,

Charge for the golden lilies,—upon them with the lance.

A thousand spurs are striking deep, a thousand spears in rest,

A thousand knights are pressing close behind the snow-white crest

;

And in they burst, and on they rushed, while, like a guiding star,

Amidst the thickest carnage blazed the helmet of Navarre.

Now, God be praised, the day is ours. Mayenne hath turned his

rein.

D'Aumale hath cried for quarter. The Flemish Count is slain.

Their ranks are breaking like thin clouds before a Biscay gale ;

The field is heaped with bleeding steeds, and flags, and cloven mail.

And then we thought on vengeance, and, all along our van,

' Remember St. Bartholomew,' was passed from man to man.

But out spake gentle Henry, ' No Frenchman is my foe

:

* Down, down with every foreigner, but let your brethren go.'

Oh ! was there ever such a knight, in friendship or in war,

As our Sovereign Lord, King Henry, the soldier of Navarre ?

Right well fought all the Frenchmen who fought for France to-day

;

And many a lordly banner God gave them for a prey.

But we of the religion have borne us best in fight

;

And the gootl Lord of Rosny has ta'en the comet white.

Our own true Maximilian the cornet white hath ta'en.

The cornet white witii crosses black, the flag of false Lorraine.

Up with it high; unfurl it wide ; that all the host may know

How God hath humbled the proud house which wrought His Church such

woe.

Then on the ground, while tmmpets sound their loudest point of war,

Fling the red shreds, a footcloth meet for Henry of Navarre.

Ho ! maidens of Vienna ; Ho ! matrons of Lucerne ;

Weep, weep, and rend your hair for those who never shall return.
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llo! I'hilip, send, for charity, thy Mexican pibtoles,

That Antwerp monks may sing a mass for thy poor spearmen's souls.

Ho ! gallant nobles of the League, look that your arms be bright ;

Ho ! burghers of Saint Genevieve, keep watch and ward to-night.

For our God hath crushed the tyrant, our God hath raised the slave,

And mocked the counsel of the wise, and the valour of the brave,

fhen glory to His holy name, from whom all glories are ;

And glory to our Sovereign Lord, King Henry of Navarre.

1824.



THE ARMADA
A FRAGMENT.

Attend, all ye who list to hear our noble England's praise .-

I tell of the thrice famous deeds she wrought in ancient days

When that great fleet invincible against her bore in vain

The richest spoils of Mexico, the stoutest hearts of Spain,

It was about tlie lovely close of a warm summer day,

There came a gallant merchant-ship full sail to Plymouth Bay ;

Her crew hath seen Castile's black fleet, beyond Aurigny's isle,

At earliest twilight, on the waves lie heaving many a mile.

At sunrise she escaped their van, by God's especial grace

;

And the tall Pinta, till the noon, had held her close in chase.

Forthwith a guard at every gun was placed along the wall ;

The beacon blazed upon the roof of Edgecumbe's lofty hall

;

Many a light fishing-bark put out to pry along the coast,

And wilh loose rein and bloody spur rode inlaud many a post.

With his white hair unbonneted, the stout old sheriff comes ;

Behind him march tlie halberdiers ; befoie him sound the drums ;

His yoemen round the market-cross make clear an ample space
;

For there behoves him to set up the standard of Her Grace.

And haughtily the trumpets peal, and gaily dance the bells,

As slow upon the labouring wind the royal blazon swells.

Look how the Lion of the sea lifis up his ancient crown,

And underneath his deadly paw treads the gay lilies down.

So stalked he when he turned to flight, on that famed Picard field,

Bohemia's plume, and Genoa's bow, and Caesar's eagle shield :

So glared he when at Agincourt in wrath he turned to bay.

And crushed and torn beneath his claws the princely hunters lay.
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IIo ! strike the flagstaflf deep. Sir Kniglit : lio ! scalier flow.-rs, fair maids :

Ho ! gunners, fire a loud sflute : Im ! gallanls, draw your blrdes :

Thou sun, shine on her joyously ; ye breezes, waft her wide ;

Our glorious SF.MFRR EAUEM, the banner of our pride.

The freshening breeze of eve unfurled ihal banner's massy fold ;

The parting gleam of sunshine kissed that haughty scroll of gold ;

Night sank upon the dusky beach, and on the purple sea,

Such night in lini^hind ne'er had bei-n, nor e'er again shall be.

From Eddystone to Berwick bounds, irom Lynn to Milford Bay,

That time of slumber was as brijjht and busy as the day ;

For swift to east and swift to west the ghast>y war-flame spread.

High on St. Michael's Mount it shone : it shone on Bcachy Head.

Far on the deep the Spaniard saw, along each southern shire.

Cape beyond cape, in endless range, those twinkling points of fire.

The fisher left his skiff to rock on Tamar's jjlittering waves :

The rugged miners poured to war from Mendip's sunless caves :

O'er Longleat's towers, o'er Cranbourne's oaks, the fiery herald flew :

He rou-ed the shepherds of Stonehcnge, the rangers of Beaulieu.

Right sharp and quick the bells all night rang out from Bristol town.

And ere the day three hundred horse had met on Clifton down
;

The sentinel on Whitehall gate looked forth into the night,

And saw o'erhanging Richmond Hill the streak of blood-red light

;

Then bugle's note and cannon's roar the deathlike silence broke,

And with one start, an 1 with one cry, the royal city woke.

At once on all her stately gates arose the answering fires

;

.\t once the wild alarum clashed from all her reeling spires

;

From all the batteries of the Tower pealed loud the voice of fear ;

And all the thousand raa.ts of Thames sent back a louder cheer ;

And from the farthest wards was heard the rush of hurrying feet.

And the broad streams of pikes and flags rushed down each roaring

street ;

And broader still became the bl.aze, and louder still the din,

As fast from every village round the iiorse came spurring in :

And eastward straight from wild Bbckheath the warlike errand went,

And roused in many an ancient hall the gallant squires of Kent.

Southward from Surrey's pleasant hills flew those bright couriers forth
;

High on bleak Hampstead's swarthy rr.oor they started for the north
;

And on, and i.-n, without a pause, untircd they bounded still

:

Ml night from tower to tower they sprang; they sprang from hill to

hill :

Till the proud Peak unfurled the fl.ig o'er Darwin's rocky dales.

Till like volcanoes flated to heaven the stormy hills of Wales,
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Till twelve fair counties saw tlie lilaze on Malvern's lonely height,

Till streamed in crimson on the wind the Wrekin's crest of light,

Till broad and fierce the star came forth on Ely's stately fane,

And tower and hamlet rose in arms o'er all the boundless plain ;

Till Belvoir's lordly terraces the sign to Lincoln sent,

And Lincoln sped the message on o'er the wide Vale of Trent

;

Till vSkiddaw saw the fire that burned or, Gaunt's embattled pile.

And the red glare on Skiddaw roused the burghers of Carlisle.

1832.



INDKX TU ESSAYS.

Abl..? in.l .vlKi t. -htl

K^'l'l-'J
lo .1 ...h

Oxford. JOS i his

his Essay oo the
741 : cootributes

>c of.090-
I

slathers
703 . ap-

- College.

..nity. ^03.

c ;r.ued. 7C«.
sent !'> th^Govcrninrn: [, 'A-r i_,ji;-,incm. 707, 708,
his iiitriHinction to Boileau, 709 , leaves Pans ind
procerfs to Venite, 710 : his residence in Italy.

71 ";:- . composes his Epistle to Montague (then
Lord Halifax). 7ii; his prospects clouded by the
death of William III. 713. becoines tutor to \

young En(;ltsh traveller, 71^ . writes his T
i to Holland.

> the Kii Club. 713 . his pecuniary

a appointed to a Commissionership. 71^ ments
of his • Campaign." 71^ ^ criticism of his Travels
in luly, 703. 716. 717 . his opera ol Rosamond, 717

;

is made L'ndersecretary of State, andaccompanies
the Earl of Halifax to Hanover. 716 . his election
to the House of Commons. 718 his failure as a
speaker. 718 ; his popularity and talents for con-
versation. 719. 730 , hib timidity and constramt
among ttrangers, j=o . his lavounte associates,

720-722 . becomes chief Secictanr for Ireland un-
der Wharton, f^n , oriKinaiit.n of the Tatler. 733 ,

his cliarac-.cnbtics as a writer, 7^-725 . compared
vrith Swift and Voltaire as a master of the art of

ridicule, 724, 715 : his pecuni.iry i.^-es, 7^7 loss

of hts Secretar^-'h-p -— rrsigoatiT. o( his Fel-

lowship, '-'- ^'^' "ii'iv'-in#'nf .inddisappointracni
of his ai. -real lady. 717; re-

tnrncd f ' • .1 contest. 717 his

Whig Ei - !cs with the Tories
on behall • i'.l «•.<:. Ic. 717.
his discontimi.i.. t ! u-.' .•

' -
roent of the bpcLUtlor. ;.t«

tmtor. 726, hbcommencem-;:

'

of the Guardian, 7 v>. his Or
intercourse with P' i'. -u .

733.773: beginsai
appointed sccretir-.

Council on the dcA-
appointefl flhief >-

relations with Swif:
to the Board of 1 •

ment from Pope. -

the Countess D..«

llltl. ;*r.

C4t«»t>iebi'.iforlimi;i",;; :h p.:mr.rr..t P.--rs. 741,

742; refutation '< a cAluniiiy upon him. 74' . cn-

to Crai^. 742 . sends for 'i.iy on his dr,ith-t>ed

t-> ask his fonfivcness. 74^ . his death and funeral.

-n: Tickells elegy on his death. 744; superb
fition of his works. 744 : his monument in Poet's-

- r Ahbey. 744.

Addison, Dr Lancelot, sketch of his life. 701
Adiaphorists, a sect ofGeiinau Prutestaiilt. 235 j 1^
Adultery, how represented by the dramatists of the
Restoration. c,t3, 573.

Learning, by Bacon, its publica-

.-F.schylus and the Greek drama, 7-12.

Afghanistan, the inonar>.hy of, analogous to that (

England in the 16th century, 230, 231 ; bravery 1

their devastations in India, 507, 50a
Agricultural and manufacturing labourers, com-
parison of their condition, 105. 106.

Agujari, ihe singer. 671
Aikm. Mlss. review of her Life of Addison, 699-744.
Aix, its capture, 31a
Akenside. nis Epistle to Curio. 284.

Altiigenses. 55-;. 553
Alexander the Great, compared with CUve. ^46.
Altieri and Cowpcr, cuiuparison between them. 152.

Allahabad, 614, 615. 617.

Allegories ofjohnson and Addison, 186-

Altegory, difficulty of making it interesting, 186.

Allegro and Peiisuroso. 6.

Alphal^tical writing, the greatest of human inven-
tions, 400 , comparative views of its value by
Plato and Bacon, 40a

America, acquisitions of the Catholic Church in,

54S , its capabilities, 543.

American colonics, British, war with them. 628 ; act
for imposing stamp duties upon them. 771 ; tlieii

disaflection. 756 . revival of the dispute with them,
786 , progress of their resistance. 768, 789.

Anabaptists, their origin. 227.

Anacharsis. reputed contriver of the potter's wheel,

Anavcrdy Khan, governor of the Carnatic. ^09,
Angna. his ionressofGhenah reduced by CUve, 517.
Anne. (Jueen. her political and religious inclina-

ticns, 201 , changes m her gcvcrninent in 1710,
363 , relative estmiation by the \Vhi|{s and the
Tories of hei teign. 263-264. 366 , state of uarties
at her accession. 713. 714 , dismisses the Whigs,
736 . change in the conduct of public affairs con-
sequent on her death. 733.

Antioch. Grecian ekK]uence at, 548.

Anytus, 385.
Apostolical succession. Mr Gladstone claims it for

the Church of England. 490-501.
Aquinas, Thomas. 410-

Arab fable ol the Great Pyramid, s6a
Arbuthnot's Satincal Works, 725.
Ar'-himedrs. his slight estimate of his inventions,

I d by Ptato. -jqS.

! his relations with England, 509-
;msreco?niv.-<l I ytlie English, 51a

Milton s. aUusion to. 37
A/i;, r. i.„K. .A. secedes from Walpoles atlmlnis-
traliun, -vi-

Ariosto, compared with Tasao, 5^
Aristodemus. 549.

Aristophanes. 57a
Aristotle, his authority impajrod by theRefonna-

Arithmetic, comparative estimate of by Plato and
by Bacon, 397, 398-

Arlmffton. Lord, his character, 430, 431 j- „ . „ . hU cold-

ness for the Triple Alliance, 434

;

rmies in the middle ages, how constituted, 34. ;



904 INDEX.
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lamJy nipt t. r-o his unpopularity on Chat-
h.i: .

—
; becomes Prime Minister,

75- ihe House of Lords, 758;
ir. ! : jI the Duke of Newcastle,
75 , ixird of the Treasury. 759'
hiil -.;icpolicy. 760-765; his resiR-
luiion, ;^j . uTiui.ucstoadvisetlie king privately.

Butler! Addison not inferior to him in wit, rrj,
B>iig. Admirai, his ^lure at Minorca, 305, his

tnal, 306 , opinion of his conduct, 306 , Chatham s
defence of him. ^07

Byron, Lord, his cpijtolary style. 141 his character,
143 \ his eaxly life. 14.. !m% qu.\rrel with and sepa-
ration from mswife. i43-:45 his expatriation. 145;
decline of his intellectual powers. 145; his attach-
ment to Italy and Greece, 145. u6 ; his sickness
and death. 146 ; general grief for iu: fate. 146 ; re-

marks on his poetry. 147 ; his admir<i*ion of the
Pope school of poetry. 153 ; his opinion of Words-
worth and Coleridge, 153 . of Peter Bell, is-i • his
estimate of the poctrjr iol the i8lh and i9tn ccn-
tunes. 154 his sensitiveness to crticism, 154 ; the
interpreter between Wordsworth and the ninlti-

tnde. 155 . the founder of an exoteric Lake school.

155 ; remarks on his dramabc works, 155-158 , his
egotism, 158 ; cause of his influence. i58-i6a

Cabal (the), their proceedings and designs. 438,

437 *^
Cabinets, in modem times. 446L

Cadiz, exploit of Essex at the siege of, 35X 363 ; its

piUage by the English expedition in 1702. 152.
Calcutta, its position on the Hoogley. 517 ; scene of
the Black II

English .It

Surajah l>'

%TT. its su
capture, o
630. i:, !--•

CalMi

tment of the
• ivnedby

;>erily.

II ; its

r l.bers.

n.vi!.,. ^',x : lie7d by
the end of the i6«fi

of .\ddison s friends, 7

Burke, Edmund, his characteriscics. 99; his opinion

Can! „ I. favoured by George I.

ami I • ••^Z' 11 , :_,, , Its suj>eriority to Oiford in

intellectual activify, 337 , disturbances produced
in by the Civil War. 434.

Cambyses. story of his punishment of the corrupt

ZaniiUa, MaCamilla, Madame D' ArlAiy's, 695, 6961
Campaign. The. by Addison. 715.

Canada, subjugation of, by the British in 1760. 312.

Canning. Mr. 693.
Cape Brcl'">ii. rrduiition of. 313.

Carafia <".i«n Pietro. afterwards Pope Paul IV., his
zeal and devotion, 556, 5s&
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Carlisle, L-ady, 215.
Cariiatic (the), its resouices, S09-S«6 , its invasion
by Hyder Ali, 634, 635.

Carteret. Lord, his ascendency after the fall of
Walpole, 284, 285; Sir Horace Walpole's stories
about him, 286; his defection from Sir Robert
Walpole, 292 i succeeds Walpole. 299 ; his charac-
ter as a statesman, 299 ; created Earl Granville,
^99-

Carthagena, surrender of the arsena and ships of.

Castile, Admiral of, 252.
Castile and Arraeon, their old institutions favour-
able to public liberty, 242.

Castiliaiis. their character in the i6th century, 240

;

their conduct in the War of the Succession. 258

;

the^r attachment to the faith of their

555-

Catholic Church. Sec Church of Rome.
Catholicism, causes of its success, 548-561,
Catholics and Jews, the same reasoning employed
agamst both. 136.

Catholics and Protestants, their relative numbers in
the i5th century. 232.

Catholic Queen (a), precautions agamst. 74.
" Cato.' Addison 5 play of. its merits, and the con-

test it occasioned, 348 ; its first representation,
730. 731 its performance at Oxford, 731.

Cavaliers, their successors in the reign of George
1 turned demagof;ues, 746.

Cavendish, Lord, his conduct in the new council of
Temple. 459 , his merits, 775.

Cecil. See Burleiglu
Cecil, Robert, his rivalry with Francis Bacon, 357,
358 361, 352 , his fear andenvy of Essex. 358. 368 ;

mcrease of his disUke for Bacon. 361 , his conver-
sation with Essex, 361 hLs interference to obtain
knighthood for Bacon, 3t»9

Cecilia. Madame D Arblay's, 695 ; specimen of its

style. 697, 698
Censorship, existed in some form from Henry VIII.

to the Revolution, 346.
Cerv.intes, 240
Chalmers, Dr, Mr Gladstones opinion of his defence
of the Church, 471,

Champion, Colonel, commaitder of the Bengal army,
617

Chandemagore. French settlement on the Hoogley,
517 . captured by the English, 521

Charlemagne, imbecility of his successors, 507.
Charles. Archduke, his claim to the Spanish crown,

244 takes the field in support of it, 252 ; accom-
panies Peterborough in his expedition, 254; his
success in the north-east of Spain, 255 \ is pro-
claimed king .-It Madrid. 257 ., his reverses and
retreat, 258. 259 , his re-entry into Madrid, 260

;

his unpopularity, 260 . concludes a peace, 261

;

forms an alliance with Philip of Spain, 265.
Charles f, lawfulness of the resistance to, 15-18;

Milton's defence of his execution. 20 i his treat-
ment of the ParUament of 1640, 62 his treatment
of Strafford. 66 ; estimate of his character, 67. 79,
80. 199 . his fall. 79 ; bis condemnation and its

consequences, 79-81 , Hampden's opposition to
him, and its consequences, 199-206, resistance of
the Scots to him, 207 , his increasing difficulties,

207 , his conduct towards the House of Commons.
214-216 . his flight. 216 ; review of his conduct and
treatment. 217-219, reaction in his favour during
the Long Parliament, 234 ; cause of his politica
blunders. 281 ; effect of the victory over hijn on
the national character. 421,

Charles I, and Cromwell, choice between, 7a
Charles H,, character of his reign. 22 ; his foreign

subsidies. 90; his situation in 1660 contrasted with
that of Louis XVI II,, 327,328; his character, 329.

431. 434. 438. 439. 452 ; his position towards the
king of France. 332 ; consequences of his levity
and apathy. 333, 334; his Court compared witn
that or hi^ father. 430 ; his extravagance. 432 . his
subserviency to France, 434-444 ;.his renunciation
of the dispensing power, 442; his relations with
Temple. 443, 445- 460; his system of bribery of
the Commons. 448. 449 : his dislike of Hahfax,
457 ; his dismissal of Temple, 460 ; his social dis-

position, 580.

sion, 243-248.
Charles III. of Spain, his hatred of England, 756.
Charles v., 555.
Charles VIll, 413.
Charles XII,, compared with Clive, 546.
Charlotte, Queen, obtains the attendance of Miss
Burney, 682 . her partizanship for Hastings, 686 •

her treatment of Miss Burney, 688-69a
Chatham, Earl of, character of his public life, 2S9-

290; his early Hfe, 290. his travels, 291; enters
the ar.-ny, 291 . obtains a seat in Parliament, 291

;

attaches himself to the Whigs in opposition, 294;
his qualities as an orator, 296, 297; dismissed

300 , appointed Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, 300,
.301 , overtures made to him by Newcastle, 304;
made Secretary of State. 304 ; defends Admiral
BySi 307. coalesces with the Duke of New-
castle. 304 . success of his administration. 305-
313. his appreciation of CUve, 530-543, breach
between him and the great 'Whig connection,
543, review of his Correspondence, 744, in the
zenith of prosperity and glory. 744 , his coalition
with Newcastle, 747 , his strength in Parliament,
749 ;

jealousies in his cabinet, 754 ; his defects.

his counsel, 756 ; his resignation, 757 , the king's

?; public enthusi-

. _. .
in opposition,

758-764 , his speech against peace with France
and Spain, 765 , his unsuccessful audiences with
George III to form an administration 768, 769 ;

Sir 'William Pynsent bequeaths his whole pro-

propositions from the king. 773, 774 ; his condem-
of the American Stamp Act, 777 ; is in-

t in ousting Bucking-

ministeriai arrangements, 7B3-7S6 ; loss of nis
popularity and of his foreign influence. 783-787 ;

his despotic manners. 7S1. 784 ; lays an embargo
on the export.ition of corn, 784 ; his first speech
in the House of Lords, 784 , his supercilious
conduct towards the Peers, 784 ; his retirement
from office, 785 ; his policy violated, 785-787 ;

resigns the privy seal, 786 ; state of parties and
of public affairs on his recovery, 786, 787 ; his
political relations, 787, 788 ; his eloquence not

of Lords, 789, 790 ; his death. 790 ; reflections
his fall, 790i his funeral in Westminster Abbey, 791.

Cherbourg, guns taken from, 310.
Chesterfield, Lord, his dismissal by Walpole, 293
Cheyte Sing, a vassal of the government of Bengal,
636; his large revenue and suspected treasure,

637 ; Hastings' policy in desiring to punish hun,
637, 638 : his treatment made the successful cliarge

4^3 , became a Catholic from conviction,
Chinsurali, Dutch settlement on the Hoogley, 517

;

its siege by the English and capitulation. 531.
Chivalry, its form in Languedoc in the 12th century,

55». 552-
Cholmondely, Mrs, 678.
Christchurch College. Oxford, its repute after the

Revolution, 465 ; issues a new edition of the Let-
ters of Phalaris, 465.

Christianity, its alliance with the ancient philosophy,

395 ; light in which it was regarded by tlie Italians
at the Reformation, 555.

Church (the), in the time of James II., 89.
Church (the), Soiithey's Book of, loi.

Church, the English, persecutions in hername, 56;
High and Low Church parties, 718.

Church of England, its origin and connection with
the state. 60, 500, 501 ; its condition in the time of
Charles X., lis. 116; endeavour of the leadijigr
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n'hin at th? Rcvulaiioir to alter Its Lilnri^ and | Coiignl, Caspar dr, rrrcrcncr to, rp.
Articfca. 341 4v5 i i's ...irst with the S^oi. h na- Collier. Jeremy, Uctch of his Ufe. 5*-»'
turn. ^44; Mr ' .l.i.l • • ^ « rk In il'f^ti - of it. j •illi'stion on llic (iroCiutneM of the hi

; his contro

lety, Soutlicy's. 99 : plan of the

Coiiu

. effect of the wriiiut.'s of
uiK)n, 40. 41.

the Restoration, 570-

1 tlie Boo<l ifovemment ol

Cilcr. f>roi_'jsal cf a iaa jii, Ly l^^. B
tntion. 7«c,

CivibikUion, England sprogrc-ssin.Juc totlie people,

CiTil prlTflcKe* .^nd political fvower ilentlcal. 135.
Civil war. its evils ihc price of our liberty, 18 ; con-
duct of the Lotii? P,irli.imcn( in reference to it,

*7. 8a 70.

CI.ir-n V •.. I rri. J.is i »-..aracter, 89, 90 , his tesri-

! n, act. 713, sn ili>.

the
his faulty stvic, 4

.: power of tne C<

Ciark-.-, Ur Si::.:..;. =-t>

CUrkson, Thomas. 6>4.

CUssicat learning, love of, in It.-ity i

M.iIcolm s Life of.

Coinines, hit testimony I

litigland. lyb.

Cuiuiiicicc «na nuinuf.icture^. condition of. daring
the w.irat the latter part of the reiKn of George
II , 311 i their extent 111 Italy in tlte 14th ccniury.

33< 33-

Commons, House of. increase of Its power, 04. 951
increase of its power by and since the Revoiimoila
344.

Commonwealth, 576, 577.
Comus, Milton s, 6. 8.

Cond^, VUrsh.U, compared with CUve, 54&
C.inlUns, Admiral, his defeat by llawke, 31a
Coogreve, sketch of his c.ireer at the Temple, sBS,

587i suce-^ of his "Love for Love, 588; his
•Mourning Bride,' 58M; his controversy with
CoUi.r r,

.
r .1 hk • \V:,v of the W'.rld. wi:

his •
. — •• f ' "-rs, ^94: his at-

ta:i. ;; his friendship
w;: . '-595: his dealn
ar,

'

r,»l in NV'rsimin-

5t' r .1 his memory at
Stow, 5JC QiL^Jogy bctwtwn hini and Wycher-
ley, 5vd

Coiigrcve and Sheridan, effect of th<-ir works upon
the comedy of England, 4c, 41 ; contrasted with
Shakspeare, 41.

Conquests of the British arms in 1758— 1760, 31a
Constance, council of, put an end to the Wickliffe

chis
'ic) of EngL^d, In the isth and i8th
•pared w.th those of other Euio-

7 J 1 the argument th.it it would be
idmitting the lews to power, 134;

respect to the three branches of the
;j', 74^
- jvcrnmcnt, decline of oo the Con-

1 the i7ih century. 7i. 71
lIi:>tory of England, review of Hal-

ls,oyalists in the reign of Charles L

,

o his positioa
nder Chatham. 783-7S5 j sunk into insigniocance,

787
Conway, Henry, his character, 531.
Cooke, Sir Anthony, his learning. 354.
Co-operation, advantages of. 47&
C Tj. Sir I yrr. 6--} fiui cliiiracter and condtict ia

! lictoryof Porto Novo, 635,

: -ery at the trial of, 3B5.

ofJames I to. 198.

I. 8a.

ifeti;;;
marry h

his reco:;

to Bacon %t nis tn.ii. ,-

Coleridge, reUl.ve ^.^nc
Byron's opinion of him.

Corr iL/t;ou, iKiih.iiu-.ntary, not necessary to the
TuJors, 777 : ><s extent In the reigns of George
I. and II., 753. 754.

Corsica given up to France, 787.
Cossimbazar. its situation an<l importance, 806.

Council of York, its abolition. 310.

Country Wife of Wycherlcy, its character and
merits, 581 j whence borrowed. sR>

Courtenay. Rl Hon. T. P . rt-ii.-w of his Memoirs
of Sir willwm Temple. 418-468 his concessions

Dr Linkfard In r^'ard to the Triple Alliance,
posed new couii-

iiple's residence,

Cousinhood, nickname of the official members of
the Temple family, A3\

Covenant, tlle Scotch, J07.

Covenanters (the), their conchtsion of a treaty with
Charles L , ao?.

r.css" ofhls poetry, 147: Coventry, Lady, 674.

i3. I Cowley, dictum of Denham — '^ '^'

1 and the Tudora,

^ham'sbrother, 3791
.n, 380 i his behaviour
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deficient in imagination, s ; his wit, 275, 704 ; hi'i

admiration of Bacon, 417.
Cowper, E?rl, Keeper of the Great Seal, 717.
Cowper, William, 152 ; his praise of Pop<

friendship with Warren Hastings. 605.
t'oxe. Archdeacon, his eulogium on Sir Robert
Walpole, 280.

Coyer, Abb*, his imitation ofVoltaire, 724.
Craggs, Secretary, 302 , succeeds Addison, 740

;

Addison dedicates Iiis "works to him, 742.
Cranmer, Archliishop, estimate of his cliaracter, 58.
Crebillon the younger, 272.

Virginia, 674 ; his retirement and sec

67s; his friendship with the Burneys. 673; his
gratification at the success of Miss Burncy's first

work, 677 ; his advice to lier upon her comedy,
679 J his applause of her " Cecilia." 679.

Criticism, remarks on Johnson's code of. 180, t8i.

Critics, professional, their influence over the read-

son, reviewed, 160-185.
CroTnwell, Oliver, his elevation to power, 81 ; his
character as a legisl.^tor, 82 ; as a general, 8^ ;

his administration and its results, 84 ; embarked
with Hampden for America, but not suffered to
proceed, 206 , his qualities, 222 ; his administra-
tion, 328. 330 ; treatment of his remains, 329 ; his
abilities displayed in Ireland, 428, 429 ; anecdote
of his sitting for his portrait, 603.

Cromwell and Charles, choice between. 78.

Cromwell and Napoleon, reiueirks on .Mr Hallam's
parallel between, 82-85.

Cromwell, Henry description of, 425.
Cromwell, Richard, 750.
Crown (the), veto by, on Acts of Parliament, 75 ; its

control over the army, 75 ; its power in the i6th
century, 228, 229 ; curtailment of its prerogatives.
278; its power predominant at the beginning of
the 17th century. 447 ; decline of its power during
the Pensionary Parliament. 449 ; its long contest
with the Parliament put an end to by the Revolu-
tion, 452. See also Prerogative

Crusades (the), their beneficial effect upon Italy. 32.

Culpeper, Mr, 213.

Cumberland, the dramatist, his manner of acknow-
.677-

Dacier, Madame, 707
D Alerabert, Horace Walpole's opinion of him, 272.

Dallas, Chief Justice, one of the counsel for Hast-
ings on his trial, 659.

Danby, Earl, 278 ; his connection with Temple,
abihties and character, 442, 443 ; impeached and
sent to the Tower 445 ; owed his ofiice and duke-
dom to his talent in debating, 449.

Danger, public, a certain amount of, will warrant a
retrospective law, 211.

Dante, nis Divine Comedy, 9, 33 ; comparison of
him with Milton, 9, etseq ; "correctness ' of his

poetry, 147 ; story from, illustr.ative of the two
great parties in Hngland after the accession ofthe
J louse of Hanover, 745.

D'Arblay, Madame, review of her Diary and Let-
ters, 668-681 ; wide celebrity of her name, 668 ;

her Diary, 668, 669 ; her family, 669 ; her birth,

.and education. 669, 670 ; her father's social posi-
tion, 670; her first literary efforts, 072 , her fnend-
ship with Mr Crisp, 672. 678: publication of her
"Evelina." 676. 678; her comedy, "The Wit-
lings," 678, 679 ; her Second novel, "Cecilia, "674 ;

death of her friends Crisp and Johnson. 680 ; her
regard for Mrs Delany, 680; her interview with
the king and queen. 6S0; accepts the situation of
keeper of the robes, f-'ii ; sketch of her life in this

position, 682-685 ; atteiKis at Warren Hastings'
trial, 685 ; her espousal of the cause of Hastings,
685 ; her incivility to Windham and Burke, 685 ;

her sufferings during her keepership, 682. 686. 690;
her marriage and close of the Diary, 691 ; publi-
cation of '• Camilla," 691 ; subsequent events in

her life, 691, 692 ; her death, 692 ; character of,

her writings, 692-696; change in her style, 696-

697; specimens of her three styles, 697. O98,
failure of her later works, 698 j service she ren-

dered to the tnglish novel, 699.
Dashwood, Sir Francis, Chancellor of the Exche-

cjuer under Bute, 759; his ineffici-jncy, 765, 997.
D.ivies, Tom, 167. •

IJavila, one of H-ampden*s favourite authors, 202.

Uaylesford, site of the estate of the Hastings
f.iiiiily, 6c4 ; its purchase and adornment by
Hastings, 665, 666.

De Augmentis Scientiarum. by Bacon, 371. 391.
Debates in Parliament, effects of their publica-

tempted and committed by Robert Earl of
Essex. " by I^ord Bacon. 365.

Dedications, literary, more honest than formerly,

De Guignes, 671.
Delany. Dr, his connection with Swift, 680 j his
widow, and her favour with the royal family.

Delhi, its splendour during the Mogul empire, 506.
Delium. battle of. 427.
Democracy, violence in its advocates induces re-
action, 227

Democritus, reputed the inventor of the arch, 393

;

Bacon's estimate of him, 394.
Demosthenes, 38a
Denham, dictum of, concerning Cowley, 2.

Denmark, contrast of its progress to the retrogres-
sion of Portugal, 565.

Dennis, John, Pope's narrative of his Frenzy, 732 j

his attack upon Addison s " Cato," 731.

Devonshire, Duchess of, 658, 650.

Devonshire, Duke of, forms an administration after

the resignation of Newcastle, 306 ; Lord Cham-
berlain under Bute, 760 ; dismissed from his lord-

lieutenancy, 764 J his son invited to court by the
King, 77

)iary and
774-

Diary and Letters of Madame D'Arblay, reviewed,
668-699.

Dionysius, his inconsistency of character, 666.

Discussion, free, its tendency, 114.

Dissent, cause of, in England, 562, 563 ; avoidance
of, in the Church of Rome, 563 ; its extent in the
time of Charles I., 113, 114. See also Church of
England

Dissenters (the), examination of the reasoning of
Mr Gladstone for their exclusion from civil offices.

tion, 774.
Divine right, 10.

Division of labour, its necessity, 471 ; illustrations

of th' effects of disregarding it, 471.
Dodington, Bubb. 749.
Donne, John, comparison of his wit with Horace
Walpole s, 275.

Dorset, the Earl of, the patron of literature in the
reign of Charles 11.. 173. 581.

Double Dealer, by Congreve,- its reception, 587

;

his defence of its profancness, 592.
Dover, Lord, review of his edition of Horace Wal-

pole's Letters to Sir Horace Mann, 267-288. See
Walpole, Sir Horace.

Dowdeswell, Mr, Chancellor of the Exchequer
under Lord Kockingh.am, 775.

Drama (the), its origin in Greece, 7 ; causes of its

dissolute character soon after the Restoration, 5; 7.

Draina-s. Greek, coinp.ired with the English plays
of theage of EILzabeili, 147.

Dramatic art. the unities violated in all the great
masterpieces of, 147, 148.

Dramatic literature shows the state ofcontemporarj-
religious opinion, 234.

Dramatic 'Works (the) of Wycherley. Congre\i-,
Vanbrugh, and Farquhar, review of Leigh Hunt s
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4JI : her feftility in hemei ami

the i«th century .1 free peojJc-. iy)

th, 143.

woricl not necr^'
1. ift54»

•l-- I fiirch of Rome ami
Willi ih^m. S^i'S*^

ir doctrines, 395.
, pedcstnl. jw.

iracter, and hosttbty t

InilLi. 505. 508-sia 51J-S1

:>tabU&hinfF

51a 5'3-sio.

cherrr.
Ftench

Essays. Lord Bacon's value of them, 362. jtx 391.

412. 4>A. 4I7-

Essex. Earl at. 337 ; his character, popularity, and
favour with Eluabeth. 360-362. 375 ; his political

friendship lor Bacon. 361.condu .36'.^;

East India Companr. its absolute authority in

over Benares ceded
\

irrassraents, 63a
1. 339-

I

I s "I -.'ic old dramatists for the i

.1 old Bibles. 149: painting of,

-. M<5. !»
1 rison of with Florence, 565. 1

I- 1 ; .1- 01 in lL:u;uind in the j6th century. 357;
duty of the government in promoting it, 49S.

;

E lucation in Italy in the 14th century. 3p.

ILc^rton. his chaJi;e of corruption af^nst B.icon. '

iS; ; Bacon's decision against him after receiving

his present. 389.

Egotism, why so unpopular in conversation, and so

popular in writing. 158.

Ekph-ints. use of, m war in India. 512.

EUoc Sir John, soo-202 ; his Treatise on Govern-
ment, aoa ; died a martyr to liberty. 203.

Elizabeth ((jueenK fallacy entertained respecting
the persecutions under her. 54. SS : her penal
laws. 55 ; arguments in favour of. on the head of
persecution, apply with more force to Mary.
59. 60; condition of the working classes =- "- -

18. 197 ; her rapid advance of Cecil,

225. xj6 ; character of her government. i26-2Ta

Til. 232: 237 ; a persecutor though herself inaif-

feient. 235. 236 ; her early notice of Lord Bacon. I

her ja ' "" '
'''

3«6 ; her favour towards Essex. 360 ; factions at

the close of her reign. 160. 361. 369 ; her pride and
temper, 363. 375 ; and death. 360 ; l>rcgre

knowledge since her d.iys, 549; her
ism, 56a

Ellenborough. Lord, one of the counsel for Hast-

ings on his trial. 659.

Elphmston. Lord. 547-

EJwes.6»4.
Elwood. MUton's Ouaker friend, allusion to, aa
Emigration of Puntans 10 America. -seA.

I.miemtion from England to Ireland under Crom-
well. «J9.

Ijnpircs. extensive, often more nourishing alter a

LneUnd, her progress in civilisation due to the

lioole. I.-.- ; her ;
•;>-,^ .,! ..n.| n..^r,,l o-.n.'Ition in

the 1

364. 3^5

Essex. Earl of. {trtn^. Ch. L). 219.

Etheregc, Sir George. 571.

Euripides. Milton's admiration of him, 7 : emenda-
tion of a passage of, 165. nott.

Europe, st-ite of. at the peace of Utrecht. 264. 2*5 :

want I'u^ii III in. ro .arrest the designs of I^uis
XI".* "'

' '' ictions of, suspended for a
.» -ity of Nimeguen. 444 : its

t-r -^t seven centuries. 551,

Ev \rl/Uy's, specimens of hei

Evelyn. 41I43-'-

Evus, natural and national, iia
Exchequer, fraud of the Cabal

F.

FaWe (a) of Pilpay, im. 123.

Fairfax, reserved for him and Cromwell to termin-

ate the civil war. 22a
Falkland, Lord, his conduct in respect to the bill

of attainder against Straffi-rJ. 66 ; his character
as a politician. 73 ; at the head of the Constitu-

tional Royalists. 214.

Family Compact (the) between France and Spain,

Favourites, royal, always odious, ita.

Female Quixote (the). 699.

F*n<non, standard of morality in his Telcmachus,

Ferdinand II.. his devotion to Catholicism. 560.

Ferdinand VII.. resemblance between hiiu an.l

Charles I. of England, 219.

Fictions, hterary. 28.

Fidelity, touching instance of. in the sepoys to-

wards Clivc. 512.

Fielding, his contempt for Richardson.
67J ; case

from his " Amelia, analogous to Addison s treat-

ment of Steele. 721.

Filicaja. V'incenzio, 717.

Finance. Southey's theory of, 107-109.

Finch. Chief Justice to Charles I. 205 ; fled to Hol-
land. 21a

.

Fine arts (the), encouragement of in Italy in the
i4;h cfnri.ry, li. causes of their decline in Eng-
I ... I ^.-._. .; vir, 273 ; government should

57I- OT-
IC 14th CI

of L,

3JO. !.

latter j
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Fox, the House of. See Holland, l,or<l.

l-'ox, Charles James, comparison of his History of
James II. with Mackintosh's History of the Re-
TOlution, 3r4 ; his style, 314, 315 ; characteristic of
his oratory, 315 ; his bodily and mental constitu-
tion, 597, 5^ ; his companionship of arbitrary
measures, and defiance of public opinion, 599 ;

change after the death of his father, 599

for peace with the American republic, 65;
powerful party, 653 ; his conflicts with Pitt, 654 ;

his motion on the charge against Hastings re-

specting his treatment of Cheyte Sing, 654, 655 ;

his appearance on the trial of Hastings, 659 ; his
rupture with Burke, 663.

Fox, Henry, sketch of his political character, 297.
3or. 303 ; accepts office, 304, 305 ; directed to
form an administration in concert with Chatham,
306. 309 ; applied to by Bute to manage the House
of Commons, 762, 763 ; his private and pul»lic

qualities, 763 ; became leader of the House of
Commons, 763 ; obtains his promised peerage,
767.

France, illustration from the history of.

f7
; enters into a compact with Spain against

ngland, 756; her recognition of the indepen-
dence of the United States, 789.

Francis, Sir Philip, councillor under the Regulat-
ing Act for India, 618 ; his character and talents,

618 ; probability of his being the author of the
Letters of Junius, 618, 619 ; his opposition to
Hastings, 620. 627 ; his patriotic feeling, and re-

conciliation with Hastings, 630 ; his opposition to
the arrangement with Sir Elijah Impey, 633 ; re-

newal of his quarrel with Hastings, 633 ; duel with
Hiistinj^s, 633 ; his return to England, 635 ; his en-
trance into the House ofCommons and character
there, 651. 654 ; his speech on Mr Fox's motion
relating to Cheyte Sing, 654, 655; his exclusion
from the committee selected to conduct the im-
peachment of Hastings, 657.

Francis, the Emperor, 750.
Franklin, Benjamin, 549 ; his admiration for Miss
Burney, 6^8.

Franks, rapid fall of their dominion after the death
ofCh.irlema —

Frederic the (

his father's cruelty to him, 793. 794 ; his education,

794 ; his correspondence with Voltaire, 797 ; his
accession to the throne, 797 ; death of Charles

r with Au
. .>eace, 801

Fred"ric's associates at Potsdam, 809 ; Votaire^
811, bi2 ; the Seven Years' War, 821 ; frightful

state of the kingdom, 833, 834.
Frederic II., 553.
Free inquiry, right of, in religious matters, 488-490.
French Revolution (the), and the Reformation,
analogy between, 226-228.

Funds, national See National Debt,

GabrielU the singer, 671.
Galileo, 550.
Galway, Lord, commander of the allies in Spain in

1704, 253. 2S7 ; defeated by the Bourbons at Al-
nianza, 25&

Ganges, the chief highway of Eastern commerce.

Garden of Eden, pictures of, in old Bibles, 149

;

painting of by a lifted master, 149, 150.

Garrick, David, his acquaintance with Johnson,
173; his power of amusing children, 671; his
friendship for Crisp, 673, 674 ; his advice as to
Crisp's tragedy of Virginia, 673 ; his power of
imitation, 6^3.

Garth, his epilogue to Cato, 731.
Gay, sent for by Addison on his deathbed to ask

his forgiveness, 743.
Geneva, Addison's visit to, ^12,

Genoa, Addison's admiration of, 710 ; its decay

Geometry, comparative estimate of by Plato and
by Bacon, 39S, 399.

George I., his accession, 264.

George II., political state of the nation in his time,

94 ; his resentment against Chatham for his oppo-
sition to the payment of Hanoverian troops, 290;
compelled to admit him to office, 300 : his efforts
for the protection of Hanover, 304 ; his relations
towards his ministers, 309-311 ; reconciled to
Chatham's possession of power, 750 ; his death,
750 ; hs character, 750, 751.

George III., his accession the commencement of a
new historic era, 94. 744. 750 ; cause of the dis-
contents in the early part of his reign, 95 ; his
partiality to Clive, 544 ; bright prospecU at his
accession, 628. 745. 751 ; his interview with Miss
Burney, 680 ; his opinions of Voltaire, Rousseau,
and Shakspeare, 680, 681 ; his partisanship for
Hastings, 686 ; his illness and the view taken of
it in the palace, 687 ; the history of the first ten
years of his reign but imperfectly known, 744

;

his characteristics, 751, 752 ; his favour to Lord
Bute, 752 ; his notions ofgovernment, 753 ; slighted
for Chatham at the Lord Mayor's dinner, 757 ;

receives the resignation of Bute, and appoints
George Grenville his successor, 766, 767 ; his
treatment by Grenviite, 769 ; increase of his aver-
sion to his ministers, 770; his illness, 772; disputes
between him and his ministry on the regency
question, 772 ; inclined to enforce the American
Stamp Act by the sword, 776 ; the faction of the
" King's friends," 778, 779 ; his unwilling consent
to the repeal of tne Stamp Act, 779,780; dis-
misses Rockingham, and appoints Cliatham his
successor, 781, 782.

George IV., 658.
Georgics (the), Addison's translation of a portion

of, 704.
Germany, the literature of, little known in England

sixty or seventy years ago, 908.
Germany and Switzerland, Addison's ramble in,

713-
Ghizni, peculiarity of the campaign in which it was
taken, 615.

Ghosts, Johnson's belief in, 178.

Gibbon, his alleged conversion to Mahommedanism,
163 ; his success as a historian, 3r3, 314 ; his pre-
sence at Westminster Hall at the trial of Hast-
ings, 658 ; unlecirned his native English during his
exile, 696.

Gibraltar, capttire of, by Sir George Rooke, 253.
Giffard, Lady, sister of Sir William Temple, 433.

435. 461 ; her death, 467.
Gilford, Byron's admiration of, 153.
Gladstone, W. E., review of " The State in its Re-

lations with the Church," 468-502
; quality of his

mind, 469 ;
grounds on which he rests his case for

the defence of the Church, 471 ; his doctrine that
the duties of government are paternal, 472 ; spe-
cimen of his arguments, 473, 474 ; his argument
that the profession of a national religion is im-
]icr,itive, 475, 476. 478 i the consequence of his
reasoning, 4iio-484.

Gleig, Rev. G. R., review of his Life of Warren
Hastings, 602-667.

Godfrey, Sir E., 333.
olphin. Lord, his conversion to Wliiggism, 261

;

engages Addison to write a poem in honour of
i

the b.ittle of Blenheim, 714, 715.

;
Godolphinand Marlborough, their policy soon after

I

the accession of Queen Anne, 713.
Goezman, his bribery as a member of the parlia-

: of Paris by Beaumarchais, 390.
nith, 171 ; unjust to estimate hi

tory of Greece, 603.

Goldsmith, by his His-

Goordas, son of Nunconiar, his appointment as
treasurer of the household, 613.

Goree, conquest of, 310.

Gorliambury, the country residence of Lord Bacon,
380.

Government, various forms of. 179 ; changes in its

form sometimes not lelt till long after, 242 j the
science of, experimental and progressive, 262.

321, 322 ; examination of Mr Gladstone's treatise
on the Philosophy of, 468-500 ; doctrines of
Southey on the duties and ends of, stated and
examined, 110-114^ its conduct in relation to in-

fidel publications, 115; its proper functions, 575,
576-

Grafton, Duke of. Secretary of State under Lord
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Rockingham, ,75 : Fl«t Lotd of lAe Treawry
uuaerCl-lliau.. 7aj. 785 ; joined the Bedford^.

Cranby. MaiquL-, .!. In. Iiai-citr. sji.

Grand AllUn.c CUcI ..^am,i the 1

Grand Kcmoii^uaii c. .IctKitt on

erf parliament, ; i . on ibe coolrol over ihc ijwy.

7Q. 7« on the treatment ..f I^u.l. and on hi> cor-

rl»iir.ndeiice with Straffoid. 70. 77 ; "" l^^ «:«•

cution of Charles I.. 7'5i h.» parallel l,etween

CromwcUauil Napoleon, te-U* ; h» iliaracter of

Clarendon. 89, ^x
UamUton. Genud. hU celebrated »iu,j;le speet>>

»3j . ».:< f^iTortivi! iueAkinc in the ln»ii larhU effective speAking in the In»li

HlTmn^nd.'tienry. uncle of Sir WUIiaiu TeuH.le.

his dcsitnutiun by the new Oxoiuan Mctanct,

Gr^k drama. Us on^in. 7 : compared wiUi kii,{uJ» 1

pUysofthea(jeofEluaUth. U7-
..v. ,u ,

Greeks, their so.Hil conluion .-.impared «nh th.it

of >t..- !• ... .ii. M -.rij lii.l ;:: .i.;c *S : therr p<»i-

I'Ublic

;S
: .ilCCOf

• lohn
, ,1 dc-

lliot.

•gt«

, Richard Lord Temple at

:) of Dr Bumey. his characur,

er uifh classical acquirements,

popular, on occasion of Walpolc's

buih, 730; discontinuauc

.T^.
Guclfe (the), their success RTeatly priinoted by the

ecclesiastical power, 31.

Guicc'irdlni, »3.
G. v.ir,ts,n:crpretation. 638.

,, ..f. his conduct on the day of

Ports. 364; his resemblances to

(. iitor and the date of its dis-

GviMavus AJ^jij-hui, 565.

Habeas 1

HaU-. S.r

Ha \U->..

by coi.

4S5. •';' 4S6 ; his oratohcU
m ; » dislike to him, 457 :

ol Addison to Codolpliin.

1 of the Privy Council of (jucen Anne.

316 i returns in triumph to the Ho
17. 219 , raisc-d a regiir in Buckii;kin^-

:oiitrasted »Kh Essex, aa; his

enrountcr with Rupert at Chalerove. J» i l»s

effect of his death on

the favour

the court ol

rdof theUnl-
sof the policy

wer (in

death and buriiU.

Hanover. Chatham's invective against

shown to. by GeorRe II.,w
Ilarcourt, French ambassador
Charl -s II. of Spain. 246-

. , . .. ,

lUrdwicke. Earl of. 749 ; High Stewardof^the Uni-

versity of Cambridge, 759 : his v '

of Chatham. 735.

Harky, Robert, 173; 1"

1710). Th2 : censuic . •. u. 30» ;

hU kindness f..r lu.:, ">»suc-

ccs.fuUn-:miittor.i . •'li'*'*
advice to the quc-cii . J VkTToo

Harrisons Introduction to 11. ..nsl.: 1. .,.. the con-

dition of the working classes m the reign ofQueen

H.Jt'^es.'wa'A-en. review of Mr Gleigs Memoirs

of hi! i.if=. 60.-067; hU pedtoee. 603. 604 : ha
birth, and the death of his father and mother,

604 ; taken charge of by his unc' -* — —
Westminster school. 005 : sent as 1

gal. <>.3; !'- I—'""" 'I"-"-- ,"-

and

which

parlLi

follo»

ings 01

^^^^^,T^t:.'^^^i'^'i^^^"'^'»^ I
^pli^L'^ltl'tie^^'^^t't**'.
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his measures reversed, and the powers of govern- , prehensions of tlie designs of France, 433 ; its dt
inent taken from liim, 620 ; charges preferred I fensive alliance with England and Sweden, 43S
against him, 621 ; his painful situation, and ap-
peal to England, 622; examination of his con-
duct, 624, 625 ; his letter to Dr Johnson, 625 ; his
condemnation by the directors, 626 ; his resigna-
tion tendered by his agent and accepted, 626

;

his marriage and reappointment, 627, 628 ; his
importance to England at that conjuncture, 628,
629. 633 ; his duel with Francis, 633 ; his great in-

liuence, 6^4 ; his financial embarrassment and
designs for relief, 634. 636 ; his transactions with
and measures against Cheyte Sing, 636 ; his
perilous situation in Benares. 639 ; his treatment
of the Nabob VLzier, 640, t\i ; his treatment of
the Begums of Oude. 641-643 ; close of his ad-
ministration, 644 : remarks on his system, 644-648 ;

his reception in England, 648; preparations for
his impeachment, 649-653 ; his defence at the bar
of the House, 654 ; brought to the bar of the
Peers, 657 ; his appearance on his trial, his coun-
sel, and his accusers, 658, 659 ; his arraignment
by Burke, 660; narrative of the pioceedings
.Tgainst him, 660-663 : expenses of his trial, 664

;

his last interference in politics, 665 ; his pursuits
and amusements at Daylesford, 665, 666 ; his ap-
pearance and reception at the bar of the House
of Commons, 666 ; his reception at Oxford, 666

;

sworn of the Privy Council, and gracious recep-
tion by the Prince Regent, 667 ; his presentation
to the Emperor of Russia and King of Prussia,
667 ; his death, 667 ; summary of his character,
667.

Hatton, Lady, 363 ; her manners and temper, 363 ;

her marriage with Sir Edward Coke, 363.
Havannah, capture of, 757.
Hawke, Admiral, his victory over the French fleet

under ConAans, 310.
Heathcote, Sir Gilbert, 730.
•• Heathens" (the), of Cromwell's time, 25.

Heathfield, Lord, 658.
Hebrew writers (the), resemblance of ^schylus
10,7.

Hebrides (the), Johnson's visit to, 182; his letters
from, 183,

Hedges, Sir Charles, Secretary of State, 717.
Helvetius, allusion to, 3.
Henrjr IV. of France, 478 ; twice abjured Protes-
tantism from interested motives, 560.

Henry VII., effects of his accession, 94.
Henry VIII., 60; his position between the Catho-

lic and Protestant parties, 234.
Hephzibah, an allegory so called, 191.
Heresy, remarks on, 480-484.
Heroic couplet (the), its mechanical nature, 705 ;

specimen from Ben jonson, 705 ; from Hoole, 70s ,

its rarity before the time of Pope, 705.
Hesiod, his complaint ofthe corruption ofthejudges
of Ascra, 385.

Hesse Darmstadt, Prince of, commanded the land
forces sent against Gibraltar in 1704, 253 ; accom-
panies Peterborough on his expedition, 254 ; his
death at the capture of Monjuich, 255.

High Commission Court, its abolition, 210.
Highgate, death of Lord Bacon at, 391.
Hindoo Mythology, 550.
Hindoos, tneir character compared with other na-

tions, 5ii ; their position and feeling towards the
people of Central Asia, 615 ; their mendacity and
perjury, 621 ; their view of forgery. 623 ; import-
ance attached by them to ceremonial practices,
623 ; their poverty compared with the people of
England, 631 ; their feelings against English law,
631, 632.

Historical romance, as distinguished from true his-

tory, 51, 52.

History, as distinguished from historical romance,
SI : its uses, 183 ; Johnson's contempt for it, 183

;

()ualifications for writing it, 313, 314. 316, 317.
History of the Popes of Rome during tlie i6tli and
i7th centuries, review of Ranke's. 547-569

Ht>i)bes, Thomas, his influence on the two suc-
ceeding generations, 380; Malbranche's opinion
of him, 708.

Hohenlohe, Prince, 550.
Holbach, Baron, his supper parties, 569.
Holdemesse, Earl of, his resignation of oflficc, 754-
Holkar, origin of the House of, 628.

Holland, allusion to the rise of, 242 ; governed with
almost regal power by John de Witt, 431 : its ap-

HoUand House, beautiful lines addressed to it,

601 ; its interesting associations, 601, 602; Addi-
son's abode and death there, 739-743.

Holland, Lord, review of his opinions as recorded
in the journals of the House of Lords, 596-602 ;

his family, 597, 598 ; his public life, 569-601 ; his
philanthropy, 601 j feelings with which his memory
IS cherished, 601, 602 ; his hospitality at Holland
House, 602 ; his winning manners and upright-
ness, 602 ; his last lines, 602.

HoUis, Mr, committed to prison by Charles I., 201

;

his impeachment, 214.
Holwell, Mr. his presence of mind in the Black
Hole, 519 ; cruelty of the Nabob to him, 519.

Home, John, patronage of, by Bute, 761.u— „. -I fference between his poetry and Milton's,
: of the ! Pope'5t DO

translation of his description ofa moonlight night,
147 ; his descriptions of war, 7rs.

Hooker, his faulty style, 439.
Hoole, specimen of his heroic couplets, 705.
Horace, Bentley's notes on, 466.
Hosein, son of Ali, festival to his memory, 512;
legend of his death, 512.

Hospitals, objects for which they are built, 497.
Hough, Bishop, 707.
House of Commons (the), increase of its power, 94,

95. 97 ; change in pubhc feeling iu respect to it^

privileges, 96 ; its responsibility, 96, 97 ; com-
mencement of the practice of buying of votes in,

278 ; corniption in, not necessary to the Tudors,
2^7 ; increase of its influence after the Revolu-
tion, 278 ; how to be kept in order, 278.

Hume, David, his description of the violence of
parties before the Revolution, 346.

Humour, that of Addison compared with that ol

Swift and Voltaire, 725, 726.

Hungariane, their incursions into Lombardy, 507.
Leigh, review of his edition of the Dramatic

Farquhar, __
qualifications
of Shakspea
570.

merits and faults, 570 ; his
IS an editor. 570 ; his appreciatiou
:, Spenser, Dryden, and Addison,

Huntingdon, Countess of, 563.
Hunthigdon, William. 541.
Hutchinson, Mrs, 428.

Hyde, Mr, his conduct in the House of Commons,
2o8 ; at the head of the Constitutional Royalists,
213 ; voted for Strafford's attainder, 212. Seealsc
Clarendon, Lord.

Hyder Ali, his origin and character, 634 ; his inva-
sion of the Carnatic, and triumphant success,

634. 63s ; his progress arrested by Sir Eyre Cootc,
635.

Iconoclast, Milton's, allusion to, 27.

Idolatry, 10, i-.

Iliad (the). Pope's and Tickell's translations, 737.
Illustrations of Bunyan and Milton by Martin, 185,

186.

Imagination, great strength of Milton's, 5 ;
great

power of Bunyan's, 187, 188. 192.

ImhofT, B.aron, his position and circumstances, 6(>8,-

character and attractions of his wife, and attach-

and HoUis, 214 ; of Hastings. 653.
Impey, Sir Elijah, 605 ; Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court at Calcutta, 620 ; his hostilitj- to the
Council, 622 ; remarks on his trial of Nuncomar,
623, 624. 631 ; dissolution of his friendship with
Hastings, 632; his interference in the proceed-
ings against the Begums, 643 ; his ignorance of
the native dialects, 643, ttote ; condemnation in

Paxliament of the arrangement made with him
by Hastings, 644.

Impostors, fertile in a reforming age, 153.
Inclcn.iiity, bill of, to protect witnesses against
Walpole, 299.

India, foundation of the English empire in, 31c-

312; high civi4isatioii of its people, 502.

Induction, method of, not invented by Bacon, 407
utility of its analysis greatly overrated by Bacon,
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of Its teadin<{ to «b»icdtiy.

cflects of, ris, it&.

9«3

<;.^ut{cr to HnifUnd fruui

eiiiint. 077 ;

678 ; his ilea

irss for
iK^-DlC 677.
imtabuity.

:s4. r: te-j. ; its slow pro^^rcNS

sm.

J-

popular pun od Bute's nanie, 761

. mes,567.

. oploioa thait traveleUing is the

^il.am, 166, 167.

, 43 ; his • Heniio(renes." 156 ; his
of Lord Bacon's clotiueuce. 3^ ; his
:h<r c!' Ir.ition of Bacon's subeth
k. ... .... .,, Bacon, 191 ; his descrip-

I 1 cter, 694; specimen of his

id^c •( their tenure of office,

74; f<^rTTi.',;y I ' u'tomcd to receive pifLs from
suitors, yo^-y^y : how their corruption is (^cner.-illy

detected, 3S9. 390 ; intenrity required from them.

^ ;
j

Judgment, private, Milton's defence of the rif^ht

r
I
Judicial bench, its character in the time of James

.;
1

"-«•
^ I Junius, Letters of. arj^uments in f:ivour of their

having b<-en written by Six Pliilip I-rancis, fiiii,

I

619 ; their effects, 787.

- -
;
Juvenal's Satires, Johnson's objections to theiu,

"* " their iiupurity, 570.

r adtnin- Kenrick, William, 677.
ItN [>or- I Kinibolton, Lord, his impencluneiit, ^14.

:.i
i

King's Friends," the faction of the. 777-7K0. 781.
. . ;

' Kit-Cat Club. Addison's introduction to the. 71 v
•

. . Kneller, Sir Onlfrey, 173 ; Addison's lines to hini,

724.

I 1-... ..f-i!» " Kni>;hts," conietly of the. 437.
_ij.\IV.,

I

Kniperdolinit and Robespiere, analog between
kindness < tticir followers, -.rrf.

Knowledge, advancement of society in.

e m Eng-

, Ju'lRe. his cruelty. 335.
"Jcmhiy Twitcher," a nickname of the Earl of
Sandwich. 770.

Jenyns, Soame, his notion of liappiiiess ir heaven.

Jcmmk^ham. Mr. his verses, 678.
JcsQitism, Its rise, 557 : its dcstnictioii

R.y 'I. ' . ili f-i!! and 1.0

-f Port
nsequenccs, 567. 568 ;

and

'tutcd by Loyola, 557 ; their

ir policy and pro4.eedings,

iry activity.

labour, division of. 4jf ; eflccts of .itlempis by
government to limit the hours of. 575.

Labouring cLa:>ses (the), their conditton tii Ei^lan<l
and on the Continent, iiS-iao; in the United

U'lliourdonnais. his Mlcnts. 505, 506 ; his treatment
by the French guvcriuiient. 545.

La Fontaine, allusion to, 171.

Lalla Rookh. 414.
Lally, Governor, his treatment by the French
govcmjnciit. 54>

Lami."- • of the

-y,^
: It :n i;i.- i.fh irntury.

: its prosperity an<l liter-

friendship for Mastlfiss.

[Kipulahty in Londun. J87,
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Latin poems, Boueau's praise of, 709; excellence of

Milton's, 5.

I.atinity, Croker's criticisms on, 165, 166.

Laud, Archbishop, his treatment by the Parlia-
ment. 76, 77 ; his correspondence with Strafford,

77; his character, 203, ^04; his diary, 203; his
impeadunent and imprisonment, 210 ; his riijour

apaiiiit the Puritans, and tenderness towards the
Catholics, 212.

Law, its adiiiiiiibtration in the time of James II.,

88 ; its monstrous Krievances in India, 630-633.
Lawrente, Major, his early notice of Ciive, 506.

, S13. 5M; his abilities, 506.

Lawrence, Sir Thoiuius, 693.
I-aws, penal, of Elizabeth, 54, 55.
Lawyers, their inconsistencies as advocates and

legislators. iSo.

Learning in Italy, revival of, 32-34 ; causes of its

decline, 35.
X^egerdemain, 356.
Legge, Riglit Hon. H. B., 304, 305 ; his return to
the Exchequer, 306. 749 ; his dismissal, 756.

Legislation, comparative views en, by Plato and by
Bacon, 401, 402.

Christian Doctrine,
Lennox, Charlotte, 428.

Leo X., his character, 558 ; nature of the war be-
tween him and Luther, 560.

Letters of Phalaris, controversy between Sir
William Temple and Christchurch College and
Bentley upon their merits and genuineness, 464-
466.

Libels on the court of George III. in Bute's time,
761, 762.

Libertinism in the time of Ch.irles II., 87, 88.

Liberty, public. Miln
, .|. ii of, 20; its rise

and progress i .
, :

Life, human. in> . - : m nf, 118.

Liiigard, Dr, Ins i onduct of James
ir towards Lui^; is... l.^.u .. s^; ; his ability as a
historian, 435, 436; his strictures on the Triple
Alliance, 436.

Literary men more independent than formerly,
123, 124; their influence, 125-127; alyectness of
their condition during the reign of George II.,

174. '75 i
'hc'r importance to contending parties

in the reign of Queen Anne, 718, 719; encourage-
ment afforded to by the Revolution, 706, 707.

Literature of the Koundlieads, 14. 15 ; of the
Royalists, 15 ; of Italy in the 14th century, 32-34 ;

of the Elizabethan age, 237 ; of Spain in the i6th
century, 240 ; splendid patronage of, at the close
of the 17th and beginning of the i8th centuries,

173; discouragement of, on the accession of the
House of Hanover, 174; importance of classical,

in the 16th century, 356.
Literature, German, little known in England sixty
or seventy years ago, 708.

•* Little Dicky," a nickname for Norris the actor,

742.
Livy . Discourses on by Machiavelli, 46 ; compared
with Montesquieu's Spirit of Laws, 48, 49.

Lyttelton, Lord, 314.
Locke, 549.
Logan, Mr, his ability in defending Hastings, 664.
Lollardisin in England, 233.
London, in the 17th century, 21S ; devoted to the
national cause, 216, 217 ; its public spirit, 229 ; its

prosperity during the ministry of Lord Chatham,
311 ; conduct of, at the Restoration, 329 ; effects
of the Great Plague upon, 432; its excitement on
occasion of the tax on cider proposed by Bute's
ministry, 765.

Long Parliament (the), controversy on its merits,
17, 18 ; its first meeting, 62. 209, 210 ; its early
proceedings, 67 ; its conduct in reference to the
cl< il war, 68 ; its nineteen propositions, 74 ; its

faults, 76-78 ; censured by Mr Hallam, 76 ; its

errors in the conduct of the war, 76 ; treatment of
.'t by the army, 79; recapitulation of its acts, 210;
its attainder of Straffor<i defended, 211; sent
Hampden to Edinburgh to watch the king, 212

;

refuses to surrender the members ordered to be
impeached, 214; openly defies the king, 216 ; its

conditions of reconciliation, 218.

Lope, his distinction as a writer and a soldier.

Lords, the House of, its position previous to the

Restoration, 329; its condition as a debatlne
assembly in 1770, 600.

Lor(«nzo de Meaici, state of Italy in his time. -n.
(tl

Machiavelli's Prince t

Loretto, plunder of, 568.
" Love for Love," by Congreve, 588 ; its moral, 592.
" Love in a Wood," when acted, 579.
Louis Xiy., his conduct in respect to the Spanish
succession, 244-248, etseg. ; his acknowledgement,
on the death of lames H., of the Prince of Wales
as King of England, and its consequences. 249;
sent an army into Spain to the assistance of his
grandson, 252 ; his proceedings in support of his
grandson Philip, 252-261 ; his reverses in Ger-
many, Italy, and the Netherlands, 261 ; his policy,
338 ; character of his government, 338, 339 ; his
military exploits, 420 ; his projects and affected
moderation, 433; his ill-humour at the Triple
Alliance, 435 ; his conquest of Franche Comt<?,
436 ; his treaty with Charles, 441 ; the early part
of his reign a time of licence, 576 ; his devotion,
707.

Louis XV., his government, 545.
Louis XVIH., restoration of, compared with that

irgy,
Luther, his declaration against the ancient philo-
sophy, 397 ; sketch of the contest which began
with his preaching against the Indulgences and
terminated with the treaty of Westphalia, 554-
564-

Lysias, anecdote by Plutarch of his speech for the
Athenian tribunals, 468, 469.

Macburney, original name of the Burney family,
669.

Machiavelli, his Works, by P^rier, 28; general
odiousness of his name and works, 29 ; suffered
for public liberty, 29; his elevated sentiments
and just views, 30 ; held in high estimation by his
contemporaries, 30; state of moral feeling in
Italy in his time, 30, 31 ; his character as a man, 39

;

as a poet, 40 ; as a dramatist, 40, 41 ; as a states-
man, 39. 42, 43. 47-49 ; his Prince, 46, 47 ; excel-
lence of his precepts, 47 ; his candour, 48 ; com-
parison between him and Montesquieu, 48, 49;
nis style, 49 > h'S levity, 50; his historical works,
50 ; lived to witness the last struggle for Floren-
tine liberty, 51 ; his works and cliaracter misre-
presented, 51 ; his remains unhonoured till long
after his death, 51 ; monument erected to his
memory by an English nobleman. 5r.

Mackenzie, Mr, his dismissal insisted on by Gren-
ville, 774.

Mackenzie, Henry, his ridicule of the Nabob class,
540.

Mackintosh, Sir James, review of his History of the
Revolution in England, 313-349; comparison with
Fox's History ofjaines the Second, 313, 3r4:
character of his oratory, 315 ; his conversational
powers, 316 ; his qualities as historian, 316, 317

;

his vindication from the imputations of the editor,
318. 321-324 ; change in his opinions produced by
the French Revolution, 318 ; his moderation,
320 ; his historical justice, 324 ; remembrance of
him at Holland House, 602.

Madeane, Colonel, agent in England for Warren
Hastings, 622. 626.

Madras, description of it, 504 ; its capitulation to
the French, 505 ; restored to the English, 506.

Madrid, capture of, by the English army, in 1705,

Magdalen College, treatment of, by James 11., 702;
Addison's connection with it, 702.

Mahommed Reza Khan, liis character, 611; se-
lected by CUve, 612 ; his capture, confinement at
Calcutta, and release, 613.

Mahon, Lord, Review of his History of the War of
the Sui • ; ' ill S| .lin. -•:;8-266; his qualities as
ahistori.i; t' cxpl.-ination of the fin-

ancial .. II. 242; his opinions on
the Pan II,

, I t
1 ; . ,), ^,45; his representa-

tions of (.iidiii.il I fi, C.irrero, 250; his opinion
of the peace on tlic conclusion of the War of the
Spanish succession, 262 ; his censure of Harlev.
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iJi'lloiiinffs, 050.

imme'rce of lisly in the nth

' -v's opinion

I .. compari-

1 vnies of the

'tier Diaio^es on Political Eco-

one of the persecutors of Wilkes,

' by Addison. 7»i.

-^s of. her ftiendship with Con-

iiLicnption oc his monument,

>: i ^ conversion to Whij;-

with the Duchess of

!,-nt of his splendid

. Idison's poem in his

|n;..hin, their policy, 714.

opposition to Calrinistic doc

.iitrol of, by Chartes L or by the

r.in, 314,325: d<:-

lia, 503 i ms un-
!. 520; hisseverity

MiU..:i, rcvi-

trine, Mr I-

his style, i .

temporaries,
combined i

of th. 1 ri-

.11 Doc-
f it. I :

poetry.

,r,kme
-.1 and
nistcs,

•-rature
ed, 8;

s n \ noblest qualities of every party

n him -A : his defence of the freedom
right of private Judgment,
he maintenance of his opin-

'ion of his literary merits,

I correct" poctn, 147
rharacter of Johnson s ob-

American, 342- ^ _
responsibility lessened by the Re-

vel" hy Parliament on their ap-

iich. iii ;

by Plato

MeVrT^".^^" conspiracy, 5" .
his rnnriuct dur-

inif the Is"!' of PUwrv, «i : his pr. uniary

txanM^""'"- >;•-" *^ii":- =-"' 1':' '" •
'"'-'''

bein^-
•

fear^

Mogul, the G'eat, 614; plundered by Hastings,

Monai-hy. ihi:

Monjuich, capt

:cd to Sir W. Temple, 466-

iam Temple, review of, 4i8-4« ;

•.100 and compression, 418. 41 >•
,

.ife of Warren Ha

Memory, comparative views of the importance of,

by Plato and by Bacon, 4C0.

Menander. the 1.^ cmedies of. 7*.

MendoM. Hurt.ido dc, 24"
,« . i». ~,ii

Mercenaries, employment o^ In
'•'ft; Ĵ.

•« P^''-

lical consequence*. 36 : and moral effect*. 36.

-tatlishroent of, in conti-

-i;^h. in the 16th century, »rf,

of tlie fort of, by Peterborough,

' ^' '

. Duke of, 334 ; his supplication for life,

I-nKlisli, during the Utter end of lilira-

:i. 361 ; iiiuUii lied under James, 377;

it'by B.i!^on, 377.

,1 r.si II Mr, one of the new councillors under the

Kei{ulatin>i; Act for India, too • his nppoMtinn t.j

Hastings. 630 ; his dc.ith. and its imi^ort.int cnn-

scT:cr':r^ 'vy..«r'..
, ,, , , ^.
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Bugkin^ham, 378 ; his complaints against James
for not interposing to save Bacon, 3S3 , and for

advising him to plead guiiiy. 3B3 ; his defence of
Bacon, 384-3<;o.

Montagu, Charles, notice of ]\im, 706-708 ; obtains
pcrn\ission for Addison to retain his fellowship
during his travels, 707 : Addison's epistle to hini,

712. 5« a/jo Halifax.
Montague, Lord. 173.
Montague, Mary, her testimony to Addison's col-

loquial powers, 719.
MontagTre, Mrs, 659.
Mont Cenis, yrz.

Montesquieu, his style. 49 ; Horace Waipole's opin-
ion of him, 272.

Montesquieu and Machiavelli, comparison be-
tween, 49.

Montgomery, Mr Robert, his Omnipresence of the
Deity reviewed, 127, 128 ; character of his poetry.
127-134 ; his Satan. 132. 134-

Montreal, capture of, by the British, in 1760, 310.
Moore, Dr, extract from his Zeluco, 182.

Moore's Life of Lord Byron, review of, 141-160;
its style and matter, 141; similes in hLs Lalla
Rookh, 414.

Moorshedabad, its situation and importance, 606.

Moral feeling, state of in Italy in the time of
Machiavelli, 30, 31.

Morality, political, low standard of, after the Re-

More, Sir "Thomas, 55a
Moses, Bacon compared to. by Cowley, 417.
" Mountain of Light," 507.
Mourad Bey, his astonishment at Buonaparte's
diminutive figure, 715.

Mourning Bride, by Congreve, its high standing as
a tragic drama, 588.

Moylan. Mr, review of his Collection of the Opin-
ions of Lord Holland as recorded in the Journals
of the House of Lords, 596-602.

Muhlberg, the success of the Protestant movement
not checked by defeat at, 559.

Munny, Begum, 613. 621, 622.

Munro. Sir Jlector. 634.
Munro, Sir Thomas, 547.
Munster, Bishop of, 432.
Murphy, Mr, his knowledge of stage effects, 678

;

his opinion of" The Witungs," 679.
Mussulmans, their resistance to the practices of
English law, 632.

Mysore, 634 ; its fierce horsemen, 634.

Nabobs, class of EngUslimen to whom the name
was applied, 539-541-

Names, in Milton, their sigmficance, 6.

Napier, CoL, 462.
Naples, 711.
Napoleon compared with Philip IL of Spain, 239 ;

devotion of his Old Guard surpassed by that of
the garrison of Arcot to Clive, 511, 512 . his early
proof of talents for war. 547 ;

protest of Lord
Holland against his detention, 597; his hold on
the affections of his subjects, 75a See also
Buonaparte.

Nares, Rev. Dr, Review of his " Burleigh and his

Times. 222-238.

National debt. Southey's notions of. 107. io8 ; effect

of its abrogation. 108 ; EngLind's capabilities in

respect to it, 122.

Nation.al feeling, low state of. after the Restora-
tion, 90, 91.

Natural history, a body of, commenced by Bacon,
391-

Natural religion, 549.
Navy, its mismanagement in the reign of Charles

Newbery, Mr, eilliision to his pasteboard pictures,

Newcastle, Duke of, his relation to Walpole, 282.

287 , his character, 287, 288 ; his appointment as
head of the administration, 302 ; his negotiation

with Fox. 303 ; attacked in Parliament by Chat-
I<ani, 303 ; Ills intrigues, 305, 306; his resignation

M office, 306 \ sent Tor by the king on Chatham's

dismissal. 307 ; leader of the Whig aristocracy.
308. 747 ; motives for his coalition with Chatham,
308. 777 ; his perfidy towards the king. 309 ; his

jealousy of Fox, 309 ; his strong government with
ChathEun. 309 ; his character and borough influ-

ence. 516 ; his contests with Henry Kox. 516 ; his

powerand patronage, 747; his unpopularity after
the resignation of Chatham, 758 ; he quits office,

759-
Newdigate, Sir Roger, a great critic, 149.
Newton, John, his connection vrith the slave-trade,
386 ; his attachment to the doctrines of predesti-
nation. 494-

Newton, Sir Isaac, 3 ; his residence in Leicester
Squeire, 669 ; Malbranche's admiration of him,
708.

'Dr. 60s
Nuneguen. congress at. 443 ; hollow and unsatisfac-
tory treaty of. 444.

Nizam originally a de;.utj' of the Mogul sovereign,
629.

Nizam al Mulk, Viceroy of the Deccan, his death.
509-

Nonconformity. See Dissent and Church of Eng-
land.

Normandy, 636.
Normans, their warfare against the Albigenses,

552-
Norris. Henry, the nickname " Little Dickey" ap-
plied to him by Addison, 742.

North. Lord, his change in the constitution of the
Indian government, 618 ; his desire to o'otain the
removalof Hastings. 626 ; change in his designs,
and its cause. 628 ; his sense, tact, and urbanity.

659 ; his weight in the ministry, 749 ; Chancellor
of the Exchequer, 787.

Northern and Southern countries, difference of
moral feeling in, 36, 37.

Novels, popular, character of those which preceded
Miss Burney's EveUna, 699.

November, fifth of, 20.

Novum Organum, admiration excited by it before
it was published, 3^1 ; and afterwards. 380. 381

;

contrast between its doctrine and the ancient
philosophy. 393. 397-405 ; its first book the greatest

Nuijent. Lord, review of his Memorials of Jolin
Hampden and his party, 192, 193.

Nugent, Robert Craggs, 749.
Nuncomar, his part in the revolutions in Bengal,

6t2, 61j ; his services dispensed with by Hastings,
613 ; his rancour against Mahoimned Reza Khan.
613; his alliance with the majority of the new
council, 621. 622; his committal for felony, trial,

and sentence, 622; his death, 624.

Oates, Titus, remarks on his plot, .332-334.
'

_ _ gTiI

ty '

Ochino. Bernardc fate and
free will, translated^by Lady Bacon, ___

Odd (the), the peculiar province of Horace W.-U-
pole, 274. 275.

Old Bachelor, Congreve's. 593.
Old Saruiii. its cause pleaded by Junius. 619.
Old Whig, Addison's, 742.

Omai, his appearance at Dr Burney's concerts,

671.
Omichund, his position in India,52i ; his treachery
towards Clive, 522-525.

Omnipresence of the Deity, Robert Montgomery's,
reviewed, 127, 12a

Opinion, public, its power. 277. 278.

Opposition, parliamentary, when it began to lake a
regular form, 195.

Orange, the Prince of, 437 ; the only hope of his

country, 440; his success against the French.
440 , Jus marriage with the Lady Mary. 444-

Oratory; its necessity to an English statesman. 645.
Orloff. Count, his appearance at Dr Burney's con-

cert, 671.
Orme, merits and defects of his work on India,
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Onbodoxy, »t ooe time a fynonjrtne for i|p>ormnc

and itaiptditv

tbarne. Sir PcWer. iitcklcnt of Temple with the von
\

durinir the progress ol

)w.j Note* to the md *nd 3rd

b.-^ - - .rphoses. 703.

>xfjrd. fcarlof. sV,- Hirlcy. Robert
^llbfti, 685. 75^
)xfa(d. Univerjty of. its mfcnority to Cambridge
in intellectual activity, j^u ; iti JisafleciioD to

for.

Hckhwa. authority aud urij^in of. 6aa
Feterborourh. Earl of. hu cxpecliiion t

his character. 253. ajS. »S9 : his sue
Spain.

iSi : his character. 253. ajS. 259 : his succeues on
the north-east coast of Spaiu, as4os6 ; his retire-

ment to Valencia thwarted. 258 ; returns to Val-

encia as a volunteer, .159 ; his recall to Kngland.

»5*
House of Hanover. 7^ 759; rose into favour with I

Petuion of Kijjht. lU eiiattniem, violation of

it.

:

Owen, Mr Robert, i
Petrarch, 5 ; the ftrst restorer of polite letters

into Italy, \s ; interest excited by ha loves. 159.

i!..i:.ir-.. \c\\' r-. 'f. .ntroversy upon their merits

cUne m Enftand after the dvil wa
Paley. Archdeacon. Mr Gladstone s

Jclcnce of the Church. 47' : his

50 ; causes of its

i that by which Socrates confuted Ansto-
,f his
ated

..IriU.

,1 century, their condition, 71.

40. sketch of its proccedinffs,

of James 1.. 198. 199: Charles

first, 199.300; his second, aoo, 301 ; itsdisso

3o« ; his fifth. 307.

Parliainect, eflect of the publication of its peoceed-

ParEament, Lootc- Stt Long Parliament.

Parliamentary opposition, its origin, 195.

Parliamentary reform, 7S3-
Parr, Dr, 658.

Parties, analogy in the state of in

them and . Philippeaux, Abbj, his account of Addison s mode
I

of life at Blois. tcA
of, by Elizabeth. I Philips, John, author of the Splendid ShiUing, 716;

I specimcnof his poetry in honour of Marlborough,
716 ; the poet ol the English vintage, 765.

Philips, -f^rV-A rtr.. ,5.-.

Philhi.'

haracteristics. 393, J93;
: v^ 403 : its alliance with
. . 3 fall. 39lSw 397 ; its merits
J onian. 403-405 ; reason ol

' r>r in old Bibles. 149 ; painting of.

»-.rr, 149, 15Q.

:-> excellence, a
pmions among the educated

y~:

of m 1704
iTT.e of Mil!,

5>"
'atronage 01 literary men, 113 ; less necessary tlia

formerly, ii}. 1=4- „ „
•• Patnoti " (the), in opposition to Sir R. Walpol

3B1 : their remedies for state evils, 363.

Paul IV.. Pope, his zeal and devotion, 556. ss&
Paulet. Sir Amias. 357.
Paubdan theoloffy. lU doctrines and preralcDC

of. 74 ; impolicy of limitir« the
Peachajn,R<
Peerv new c

Pelham. Henry, his character, 3B7 ; his death, J03.

Pelhams (the), their ascendency. 386 ; their acces-

sion to power, 399, 300; feebleness of the oppt/si-

ticn to them. ^do. vt. Stt aim NewcasUe,

tzj. ^vuiwo, reUgwus.

Phil .

Chr,,'
com;
its barr-r.r.t

Philosophy, moral, its relation to
system. 405. 400

Philosophy, natural, the light in which it was
viewed by the ancients. 393-396 ; chief pecu-
liarity of Bacon's, to, 393.

Pindar and the Creek drama. 7.

Pisistratus. Bacon's comparison of Essex to him.

3&t.
Pitt. WUIiam, (the first). Ste Chatham. Earl oC
Pitt, William, (the Second), his admiration for Has-

tings, 65a 655 ; his asperity towards Francis. 651;

his speech m support of^ Fox's motion against
tlastmgs. 654. 655 -. his motive. 656 ; his elo-

quence. 659; his combination with Fox against
Addington. 665.

Pins v., his bigotry, 498; liis austerity and zeal,

558-
Pius VI * ^r.A death, 568; his funeral

Pla^,'L> Montgomery's. 137, isU.

Plai'. ^. its appearance and
mcr t libertinism, 585.

Plasscy. battle ,!. 5.-^ 524; its effect in England,
53&

Plato, comparison of his views with those of Bacon,

397-402 ; excelled in the art of dialogue, 463.

Plautus. his Casina. 43-

Plays, English, of the age of Elizabeth. 148L

Plebeian. Steele's. 742.

Plomcr. Sir T. , one of the counsel for Hastings on
his trial. 659.

Plutarch, his evidence of ;•''• ' - " — • • judges
m Athens. 385 ; his an' -i-eecli

riey 1,

f the

'a-X
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3; its occupation by the English, Europe, 554 ; its failure in Italy, 555; effect of it*

outbreak in any one part of Christendom, 555.

559 ; its contest with Catholicism in I*rance,
Poland, and Gennany, 559-561 ; its stationary
character, 569.

Protestants and Catholics, their relative numtera
in the i6th century, 232, 233.

Provence, its language, literature, and civilisation

in the 12th century, 351, 552.

Prussia, king of, subsidised by the Pitt and New-
castle ministry, 311 ; influence of Protestantism
upon her, 565.

Pondicherry,
629, 630.

Poor (the), their condition m the i6th and 19th cen-

turies, 117, et seq.; in England and on the Con-
tinent, IlS-120.

Poor-rates (the), lower in manufacturing than in

agricultural districts, 105.

Pope, his independence of spirit, 123, lit,; his tran-

slation of Homer's description of a moonlight
night, 147; relative "correctness" of his poetry,

147. 148 J Byron's admiration of him, 153 ; praise

of him by Cowper, 153 ; his dislike of Bentley,
, . _ _

467 ; his acquaintance with Wycherle^, 583, 584; Prynne, 203-206.

his appreciation of the literary merits of Con-
|
Public opuiion, its [lowi

grove, 594 ; the originator of the heroic couplet

705 ; his testimony to Addison's talking powers
719 ; his Rape of the Lock his best poem, 732 ; ,

231.

nis prologue to Cato, 732 j his essay on Criticism Publicity (the) of Parliamentary proceedings, inflU'

warmly praised in the Spectator, 732 ; his intef- I ence of, 277 ; a remedy for corruption, 753.

course \<.ith Addison, 732; his hatred of Dennis,
;

Pu!ci, allusion "- "

732 ; his estrangement from Addison, 736 ; his

suspicious nature, 736-738 ; his satire of Addison,

739-
Popes, review of Ranke's History of the, 547-569-

Popham, Major, 640.

277. 278.

Public spirit an antidote against bad government,
safeguard against lega! opjjression, 230,

I called.

Popish Plot, circumstances which assisted the
belief in, 332, 333.

Popoli, Uuchess of, saved by the Earl of Peter-

borough, 2';6.

Portico, the doctrines of the School
Porto Carrero, Cardinal, 246-248;

opinion of him, 250 ; his disgrace,

tion with the Queen Do-.vager, 257.

Port Royal, its destruction a disgrace to, the

Jesuits and to the Romish Church, 566, 567.

Portugal, its retrogression in prosperity compared .

with Denmark, 565. I

Posidonius. his eulogy of philosophy as ministering

to human comfort, 392.

Post Nati, the great case in the Exchequer Cham-
ber, conducted \>y Bacon, 371 ; doubts upon the

|

legality of the decision, 371.

Power, political, religious belief ought not to ex-

clude from, 135.
Pratt, Charles, 749 ! Chief Justice, 780 ; created
Lord Camden, and entrusted with the seals, 782.

Predestination, doctrine of, 138.

Prerogative, royal, its advance, 73, 74 ; in the i6th

century, 228. 231 ; its curtailment by the Revo-
lution, 278 ; proposed by Bolingbroke to be
strengthened, 278. See also Crown.

Press, Milton's defence of its freedom, 26 ;

cipation after the Revolution, 93 ; remarks on
its freedom, 115 ; censorship of in the reign of

Elizabeth, 229 ; its influence on the public mind
after the Revolution, 707.

Prince, The, of Machiavelli, general condemnation
of it, 29 ; dedicated to the younger Lorenzo de
Medici, 46; compared vnth Montesquieu's Spirit

of Laws, 48, 49-

Princes, royal, right oi Parliament to direct their

education and marriage, 74.

Printing, its inventor and the date of its discovery
unknown, 396.

Prior, Matthew, his modesty compared with Ans-
tophanes and Juvenal, 570.

Private judgment, Milton s defence of the right of,

26; Mr Gladstone's notions of the rights and
abuses of, 486-490.

Pnvileges of the House of Commons, change m
public opinion in respect to them, 96. See also

Parliament.
Privy Council, Temple's plan for its reconstitution,

445; Mr Courtenay's opinion of its absurdity
contested, 446. 452 ; BariUon's remarks upon it.

Progress of mankind in the political and physical

.sciences, 321-324 i in intellectual freedom, 360

;

the key of the Baconian doctrine, 392 ; how re-

tarded by the unprofitableness of ancient philo-

sophy, 393-400 s
during the last 350 years, 548.

Prosperity, national, 109.

Protector (the), character of his administration, 21,

Protestant nonconformists in the reign of Charles

L, their intolerance, 212.

protestantism, its early history, 227, 228 ; its doc-

trine touching the right of private judgment, 490;

light which Kankc has thrown upon its move-
ments, 548 ; its victory \r the northern parts "f

Pulteney, William, his opposition to Walpole, 292 ;

moved the address to the king on the marriage
of the Prince of Wales, 295 ; his unpopularity,
208 ; accepts a peerage, 299 ; compared with
Chatham, 783.

Pundits of Bengal, their Jealousy of foreigners. 646.

Punishment, warning not the only cud 01^65.
Punishment and reward, the only means by which
government can effect its ends, 575.

Puritanism, effect of its prevalence upon the na-

tional taste, 575 ; the restraints it imposed, 576,

577 ; reaction against it, 577-
PuritaiLS (the), character and estimate of them, 23-

25 ; hatred of them by James I. , 61 j effect of their

religious austerity, 114; Johnson's contempt for

their religious scruples, 179 ; their persecution by
Charles I., 203 ; settlement of, in America, 206 ;

blamed for calling in the Scots, 309 ; defence ol
them against this accusation, 209 ; difficulty and
peril or their leaders, 213 ; the austerity of their

manners drove many to the royal stantlard, 219 ;

their position at the close of the reign of Eliza-
Lieth, 360: violent outbreak of public feeling

against them at the Restoration, 540; their op-
pression by Whitgift, 561 ; their faults in the day

Puritans and Papi
beth, 54.

Pym, John, his
warning to him,
by the king, 214.

eman- Pynsent,
"'

Pyrenees (the), have ceased to exist,

.mgi,

Quebec, conquest of, b^ Wolfe, 312.

Quince, Peter, sense in which ne 1

" translated," 737.

uses the word

Rabbinical learning, work on. by Rev. L. Addison,
701.

Racine, his Greeks far less "correctly" drawn
than those of Shakspeaie, 147 ; his Iphig^nic an
anachronism, 147 ; passed the close of his life in

writing sacred dramas, 707.

Raleigh, Sir Walter, 237 ; his varied ac(|uircineiits,

237 ; his position at court at the close of the
reign of Elizabeth, 361 ; his execution, 376.

Ramsay, court painter to George IlL, 761.

Ramus, 397.
Rankc, Leopold, review ofhis History ofthe Popes,

547-569 ; his qualifications as an historian, 547.

568.

Rape of the Lock (The), Pope's best poem, 732;
recast by its author, 736.

Reader, Steele's, 726.

Rebellion, the Great, and the Revolution, analogy
between them, 16. 20.

Rebellion in Ireland in 1640, 212.

Reform, the process of, often necessarily attended
with many evils, 227, 228; its supporters some-
times unworthy, 227.
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Refugees. 601.

Rf)n-'.Jeb 01 Charles I., dlsapprontl of thdr con-
duct, jo; injustice of the imputaciont cast on

K^'){iun) Donum, 494.
Rej^"!""'"!: Act. its introduction by Lord North,

.mil I h.inge which it m.ide in the form of the In-
di.i.i ; %crimic:.t. oiA tuo. 630. 6ji ,

power which

1 ! ; cnt of, im; its cc:;

lent. III. tl tej. ; r

Kuu-kScau, his sutfenngs, 159 : Horace Walpole's
opinion of him. ^72.

Rowe, his venes to the Chloe of Holland Hoose,
740-

Royalists (the), of the time of Charles I.. »s i many
of them true friends to the Constitution, 7-? ; some
of the most eminent formerly in upixnjtion (a the
court. 313.

Royalists. Coosthutional. in the reign of Charles I..

JIV 316
Rupert. Prince, no.m ; his encounter with Hamp-
den at Ch-ilgrove. wu

Ku-.s,ll. I . r !. )i ; tus conduct In the new council,

' iin of wealth in. as com-

icter, 381.

rcvcjleJ. uul U tlie aa.tuic of .1 prc,;.c^ve
science, isa.

Remonstrant, alluaon to Milton's Animadverdons

S-ichcvercJ;. Dr. lus impeachment and conviction,
a«i. a63. 71a

Sackville. the Earl of (i6tli century). 237. 531.

ed. 326;
of the n

dailyjer.
Revoluiion (the), its principles often (^ossly misr.

jrj ircl. 15. .An.iJ'j^ between it and tl

: 16. ao; its effect on the th .-

n. 91 . freedom of the pr.

ts, 93; ministerial rcspor.
.cwof^Maclcintosh'sH.story •.

K h. its social and political con-
)i8-3ao; onak^ between it

n, 736-3=6; warnings which

Rjois.
I

., li . hrir.jj Orenvillc's administrati'

Rotertion. Dr, 408 ; Scotticisms in his works. 7^-
Rnhrvpi- rrr, cfiH : .in-dofry between his foUowc
ami I'... r 1 K:.; .-.-a. .;::..-. x-,.

roottcii liic ladclMTUdclicc ui tile Umtcd suites.

R.Kltin(fhAms and Bedfords, parallel between them.

power in 171a,

rd.

t irks l.s writ
.r-Oencral

S! I.oiiis. Ins l.cVv cu!i .M of h retits. 386.

St Maloes. ships burnt in the harbour of. 31a
St Patrick. 491

< .',., .;, .. villi's refuUtion of. ii

••'s,'«. 7-

••.d by A.I

, his condi
• ikes, 7«9. :

rt Montgomery"!, 132-134-

- nitural head of the Pro-

V. 560 ; Its persecution of
.a<aon by the Catholic

: .,:.ind. 563.

;llei.tj.r){. Madame, her position ar.d charac-

. ;
.1, uroRTess of. 311 335- 348-

f the House of. 5-j8. 639.
• sof James II. m. 3(6. 337. 143.344;
• if the Kirk in. 343. 487 ; her pri>-

1 and intelligence owing to Protes-

u'"^alt. relative "correctness"
his

Jter. a;
portry, 147 : nis Duke of Bucktngh.im (ii

Pcveril ). 156; Scotticisms in his works. 709.

Sea. mj-stcri'.us horror of it entertained by the
natives of India. 631.

Sr.lley, Sir Ch..-!es. 571
Self-denying ordinance (the). 78
Seneca, his work " On Anger." 393 ; his claims as
a philosopher. 303; his work on natural philo-

sophy. 395 ; iheBaconlan system in reference to,

411.

Sevajee. founder of the Mahratta empire, 63&
Seward. Mr. 67a
Sforza. Francis. 37.
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Shaftesbury, Lnr.i. i!!r",'iM ?a, - 4->- tiK ^hrirn'--

ter,453-455^ ''
'

' ' • '''' ' ''' " " ^
''

Shakspearc, all.. "' 'i' .i"*'-'

correct" .u^n -
,

,
ii- ••-.

his Troilus .til '
' .r,.:.,i. ,4 ,

...nii.itri ,.ir:

liyron, 156, 157 ;
Julmsuub observatums on, iki.

S)uiw, the LifeK.iardsM.an, 715.

Shebbcare, Bute's iiatr(in;i)je of, 761

Shelburiie, Lord, ScvrLtary of State in Chatham s

second Administrition, 782, 783 ; his dismissal,

786.
Shelley, Percy Bysshe, 188.

Sheridan, Kichard Briusley. 587 ; his speech against

Hastings, 656, 657 ; his encouragement to Miss
Bumey to write for the stage, 678.

Sheridan and Congreve, effect of their works uponleridan and Congreve, effect of their works upon
the Comedy of England, 40, 41 i

contrasted with

legality, Q05, et stg.
Shakspea , ,

Ship-money, question of it

Shrewsbury, Uuke of, 733.

Sidmouth, Lord, 665.

Sienna, Cathedral of, 7

Simonides, his speculations on natural religion,

Simpkin, Mr, 664.

Sismondi, M., 52.

Sixtus v.. 558.
Skinner, Cyriac, i.

Smith, Adam, 542.

Smollett, his judgment on Lord Carteret, 286 ; his

satire on the Duke of Newcastle, 287.

Social contract, 497.
Societj', Mr Southey's Colloquies on, reviewed,

116.

Socrates, the first martyr of intellectual liberty,

355 ; his views of the uses of astronomy, 399 ; his

reasoning exactly the reasoning of Paley's Na

Somers, Lord Chancellor, his encouragement of

literature. 706. 708 ;
procures a pension for Addi-

son, 707 ; made Lord President of tlie Council, 718.

Somerset, the Protector, as a promoter of the Eng-
lish Reformation, 59, 60 ; his fall, 375.

Somerset, Duke of, 741.
Sonnets, Milton's, 14.

Sophocles and the Greek drama, 7.

Soul, 540.
Soult, Marshal, reference to, 772.

Southampton, Earl of, notice of, 370.

Southcote, Johanna, 551. 563.

Southern and Northern countries, difference of
moral feeling in, 36. 37.

Southey, Robert, review of his Colloquies on So-

ciety, 90 ; his characteristics, «, 100 ; his poetry
preferable to his prose, 100 ; his lives of Nelson
and John Wesley, 100, loi ; his Peninsular 'War.

loi ; his Book of the Church, loi ; his political

system. 102 ; plan of his present work, 103 ; his

opinions regarding the manufacturing system,

104-106 ; his political economy, 106. et seq. ; the

national debt. 107-109 ; his theory of the basis of

government, no ; his remarks on public opinion,

no. III i his views of the Catholic claims, 115,

his ideas on the prospects of society, ji6. lao,

121; his prophecies respecting the Corporation
and Test Acts, and the removal of the Catholic

disabilities, Ji6; his observations on the condi-

tion of the people in the i6th and 19th centuries,

117; his arguments on national wealth, 119, 120;

review of his edition of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Pro-

gress, 180. See also Bunyaii.
South Sea bubble, 291.

Spain, 2r9 j review of Lord Mahon's 'War of the

Succession in, 238 ; her state under Philip, 239,

240 ; her literature during the 16th century, 240

;

her state a century later, 241 ; effect produced on
her by the Reformation, 243 ; her disputed suc-

cession, 243, 244 ; the Partition treaty, 244, 245 ;

conduct of'^the French towards her, 246; how
affected by the death of Charles, 247, tt seq. ;

change in her favour, 236; design.ition of the

'War of the Spanish Succession, 564, 565 ; no con-

versions to Protestantism in, 569.
_

Spanish and Swiss soldiers in the time of Machia-

velli. character of, 46-

Sparre, the Dutch general, 25t.

Suectator (the), notices of it, 728-731. 733-

Sp^n<;fr, 186.

,i : . . Milton's, materiality of them, 11.

.;. . . :,, l>r, 221.

, I 1. Lord, incident at his execution, 334.
^i.mip Act, disaffection of the American colonies
r.n a.< ount of it. 776; its repeal. 779, 780.

Stanhope. Earl of, 291.

Stanhope, General, 255 ; commands in Spain {1707),

2S9-26J.
Star Chamber, 206. 208; its abolition, 211.

Staremberg. the imperial general in Spain (in \^<i^\

259-261.
Statesmanship, contrast of the Spanish and Dutch
notions of, 433, 434.

Statesmen, the character of, greatly affected by
that of the times. 94 ; character of the first gene-
ration of professed statesmen that England pro-
duced, 351-354-

State TnaU, 333. 335. 345- 388. ....
Steele. 719 ; his character, 721 ; Addison s treat-

ment of him, 721 ; his origination of the Tatler.

722. 723; his subsequent career, 728. 731. 735.

Steevens. George. 677.
Stoicism, comparison of that 01 the Bengalee with

the European. 6ri.

Stoics, their philosophy, 395. 402-405.

Strafford, Eari of, 62 ; his character as a states-

man, 63 ; bill of attainder against him. 64 ; his

character, 204 ; his impeachment, attainder, and
execution. 210 ; defence of the proceedings
against him, 211, 212.

Strawberry Hill, 26a 274, 275.
Subsidies, foreig;n. in the time of Charies H., 90.

Subsidising foreign powers. Pitt's aversion to, 304.

Succession in Spain, War of the, 238. 5<r<r also

Spain.
Suiah Dowlah, Nabob 'Vizier of Oude, 615 ; his

flight, 617 ; his death. 640.

Sulivan. Mr. chairman of the East India Company,
his character, 532, 533 ; his relation to Clive, ;34.

535-
Sumner, Rev. C. R., i.

Sunderland, Earl ot, 29t ; Secretary of State, lu •

appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 734 ; re

constructs the ministry in 1717. 740.

Superstition, instances of. in the 19th century. 551
Supreme Court of Calcutta, account of, 622.

Surajah Dowlah. Viceroy of Bengal, his character,

518 ; the monster of the " Black Hole,'' 519 : hit

flight and death, 524-526 ; investigation by the
House of Commons into the circumstances of his

deposition, 543.
Sweden, her part in the Triple Alliance, 435 i her

relations to Catholicism. 560.

Swift. Jonathan, his position at Sir William Tem-
ple's, 462 : instance of his imitation of Addison.

704 ; his relations with Addison, 734. 735 ; joins

the Tories. 734.
Swiss and Spanish soldiers in

velli, character of, 46.

Sydney, Algernon. 91 ; his reproach on the scaffoU

to the sheriffs. 345.
Sydney. Sir Philip. 237,

Syllogistic process, analysis of, by Aristotle. 408

Talleyrand, 86; his fine perception of character,

423 ,
picture of hiin at Holland House. 602.

Tasso, 154;. difference of the spirit of his poem
from that of ArK,:,t3. 559; specimen from Hooles
translation. 705.

Tatler (the), its origination. 722, 723 ; its popularity,

726; change in its character, 728; its discontinu-

ance, 728.

Taxation, principles of, 108, 109.

Teignmouth, Lord, his high character and regard
for Hastings. 648.

Tclemachus. the standard of morality in, 573.

Tempest, the great, of 1703. 716.

Temple. Lord, First Lord of the Adtniralty in th;

of Machia

parallel , ..

and the king's behaviour at Oudenarde, 307 ; his

resignation of office. 757 ; supposed to have en-

couraged the assailants of Bute's administration,

762 ; dissuades Pitt from supplanting; Grcnville

m: orevenu Pitt's acceptance of George III.'?
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rrview of CoMiteiuiv'* Me- th •
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«

lor ol \\\r I- xchcijiicr in I'ltr m .,.i,i » liuiiii-»tra-

uon, 733 ; Pin* overbcanny iiuuincrs towards
h'ni. 784, 7*5 : his insubordination, 785 ; hii death

fithc notion
of what ir. due to its digiuty. 436.

Trainbands of the Cttjr (the), 315. 316 ; their public
vpint, r.^

Transuhstantuition. a doctrine of faith, ss".
Travel, its uses, 1H3. 183 ; Johnson's contempt for it,

i8a. 18}
Treadmill, the study of ancient (•hilosophjr com-

I
..re.'. tM l.iU>ur in the, 394.

lid the articles against Strafford
. ;

law passed .it the Revolution re-

Mr, ^d
cccption of the decisions of the

-.re j'.ms*liction exercised by those

of William III. with Sir

..ces which led to it, 43a-

4U I .11 1 importance, 435-
'. 4?6. 437: >«
. emment, 4» ;

, 'pular thou^^h
public favour,

2'\\ .
.. .'rru; tu.-i r.'.t iicLebs.-\rv :n them. »77 ; par-

, 556.
I

.\Ilel Ijctween the Tudors ancf the Casars not ap-
Theolo(f>'. characteristics of the science of, S4'>-

Ucatilc 111.

551.
I

TurRot, M.. veneration with which France cherishes
r'- ' •• -'" - r tjosition and character. 677 : I his memory. 547.

Turkey-oirpct style of poetry, 117.

Turner. Colonel, the Cavaher, anecdote of hinu

rO^.'

jjosition and character, 677 ;

Rumey, 677.
-.50. 660 ; his weight in the '

Tuscan poetry, Addison's opinion of. 717.

.iih.i

the Austrian troops into (ii Km.
Unit.:

'

L'wty.
Tendency in 1710. |

Univ. :

.,; t)ie sixty years
:

the '
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r the Re- cam<
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r-irtr.ilt of the Earl of Strafford. 504.
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Veto, by Parliam
ters, 75 ; by the Crown ou acts of Parliament, 75;.

Voltaire the connecting link of the literary schools

of Louis XIV. and Louis XVI., 154; Horace
Walpole's opinion of him, 272 ; his partiality to

England, 545 ; meditated a history of the con-

quest of Bengal, 545 ; his character and that of

his compeers, 566, 567 ; his interview with Con-
greve, 595 ; compared with Addison as a master
of the art of ridicule, 724, 725.

Vigo, capture of the Spanish galleons at, in 1702,

2S2.
Villani, John, his account of the state of Florence

Vision of Judgment, Southey':

W.

Wages, effect of attempts by government to limit

the amount of, 595.
Waldegrave, Lord, made First Lord of the Trea-
sury by George II., 309; his attempt to form an
administration, 309.

Wales, Frederic Prince of, joined the opposition to

Walpole, 294 ; his marriage, 295 ; makes Pitt his

groom of the bedchamber, 298 ; his death, 301

;

headed the opposition, 746, 747 ; his sneer at

the Earl of Bute, 752.

Wales, Princess Dowser of, mother of George
III., 751, 752; popular ribaldry against her, 760,

v/ale/ales, the Prince of, generally in opposition tothe
minister, 294.

Wallenstein, 505.
Waller, Edmund, his conduct in the Houseof Com-
mons, 335; similarity of his character to Lord
Bacon's, 370.

Walpole, Lord, T74, 175.

Walpole, Sir Horace, review of Lord Dover's edi-

tion of his Letters to Sir Horace Mann, 267

;

eccentricity of his character, 267 ; his pol
'

268, 269 ; his affectation of philosophy, 269 ; his

unwillingness to be considered a man of letters,

369 ; his love of the French lai^iage, 271 ; char-

acter of his works, 272-275 ; his sketch of Lord
Carteret, 286.

Walpole, Sir Robert, his retaUation on the Tories

for their treat ent of him, 264 ; the " glory of the

Whigs," 276 ; his character, 276, et seg. ; the

charge against him of corrupting the Parliament,

279 ; nis dominant passion, 279, 280 ; his conduct
In regard to the Spanish war, 280 ; formidable
character of the opposition to him, 281. 293 ; his

last struggle, 282 ; outcry for his impeachment,
a8i, 282 ; his conduct in reference to the South
Sea bubble, 291 ; his conduct towards his col-

leagues, 292, 293 ; found it necessary to resign,

298; bill of indemnity for witnesses brought
against him, 299 ; his maxim in election questions

in the House of Commons, 516 ; his many titles

to respect, S97-599-
Walpolean battle, the great, 276.

Walsingham, the Earl of (i6th century), 237.

Wanderer, Madame D'Arblay's, 695.

War, the Art of, by Machiavelli, 46.

War of the Succession in Spain, Lord Mahon's,
review of, 238-266. Set Spain.

War, languid, condemned, 77 ; Homer's descrip-

tions o(, 715 ; descriptions of by Silius Italicus,

715; against Spain, counselled by Pitt and op-
posedby Bute, 756 ; found by Bute • •

able, 757 ; its conclusion, 760 ; debate on the
treaty of peace, 763.

War, civil. Stt Civilwar.
Warburton, Bishop, his views on the ends of go-
vernment, 497 i

his social contract a fiction, 497 ;

his opinion as to the religion to be taught by
government, 499-

Warning, not the only end of punishment, 65.

Warwick, Countess Dowa«er of, 739, 740 ; her niar-

ri.ige with Addison, 74a
Warwick, Earl of, makes mischief between Addi-
son and Pope, 738, 739 ; his dislike of the Tnar-

riage between Addison and his mother, 739 ; his

character, 740.
Way of the World, by Congreve, its merits, 593.
Wealth, tangible and intangible, 107, 108 ; national
and private, 108, 109. 119 ; its increase among all

classes in England, It9-i2i ; its diffusion in Russia
ami Poland as compared with England, j^o; its

accumulation and diffusion in England and in

Continental states, 120.

Wedderbume, Alexander, his able defence of Lord
Clive, 544. 649 ; his urgency with Clive to furnisli

Voltaire with the materials for his meditated
history of the conquest of Bengal, 545.

Weekly Intelligencer (The), extract from on Hamp-
den's death, 222.

Weldon, Sir A., his story of the meanness of
Bacon, 380.

Wellesley, Marquis, his eminence as a statesman,
446 ; his opinion as to the expediency of reducing
the numbers of the Privy Council, 446.

Wellington, Duke of, 645. 7:5.
Wendover, its recovery of the elective franchise,

199.
Wentworth, Ste Strafford, Earl of.

Westminster Hall, 621 ; the scene of the trial of
Hastings, 657.

Westphalia, the treaty of, 554. 564.
Wharton, Earl of, lord lieutenant of Ireland, 703

;

appoints Addison chief secretary, 703.
Wheler, Mr, his appointment as Governor-General
of India, 626 ; his conduct in the council, 628. 63a
635-

Whigs (the), their unpopularity and loss of power

309; their viole;ice in 1679, 331,332; the king's
revenge on them, 335 ; revival of their strength,

335 ; their conduct at the Revolution, 342, 343 j

after that event, 347 ; Mr Courtenay's remark on
those of the 17th century, 419 ; attachment of
literary men to them after the Revolution, 707 ;

their fall on the accession of Anne, 713. 726 ; in
the ascendant in 1705, 717 ; Queen Anne's dis-

like of them, 726 ; their dismissal by her, 726

;

their success in the administration of the govern-
ment, 726 ; dissensions and reconstruction of the
Whig government in 1717, 740 ; enjoyed all the
public patronage in the reign of George I., 746 ;

acknowledged the Duke of Newcastle as tlieir

leader, 747 ; their power and influence at the
close of the reign of George II., 748 ; their sup-
port of the Brunswick dynasty, 750 ; division of
them into two classes, old and young, 777

;

superior character of the yosnf Whig school,

77^. Sre Tories.
Whig and Tory, inversion of the meaning of, 262.
Whigs and Tories after the Revolution, 93 ; their

relative condition in 1710, 261,262; their essen-
tial characteristics, 745 ; their transformation in the
reign of George I., 745; analogy presented by
France, 745 ; their relative progress, 262 ; subsid-
ence of party spirit between them, 746 ; revival
under Bute's administration of the animosity be-
tween them, 760.

Whitgift, master of Trinity College, Cambridge,
his character. 356 ; his Calvinistic doctrines, 494:
his zeal and activity against the Puritans, 561.

Wickliffe, John, juncture at which he rose, 553 ; his
influence in England, Germany, and Bohemia,

Wfcerforce, William, 656.

Wilkes, John, conduct of the government with re-
spect to his election for Middlesex, 95 ; his com-
parison of the mother of George III. to the
mother of Edward III., 762; his persecution by
the Grenville administration. 767 ; description of
hiin^768; his North Briton, 768; his committailto
the Tower, 768 ; his discharge, 768 ; his Essay on
Woman laid before the House of Lords, 769;
fights a duel with one of Lord Bute's dependants,
769 ; flies to France, 769 ; his works ordered to
be burnt by the hangman, and himself expelled
the House of Commons, and outlawed, 769; ob-
tains damages in an action for the seizure of hit
papers, 770 ; returns from exile and is elected for
Sli>ldles«-,. 787.
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Wilkie. Iwvid.
U^xA in portrait

HolUnd Worki. pubtic, eraplogrmcat 01 the pulOic wealth in,

60a 104: public aiid private, comparative value uC

iUltJ.

iVOUf
.

Iiis

:Jvu Lbui^li. LurJ Uu:i'.ij;li iltendeU nuss

cxtciS in. not a si|fn of Olbrcedins in the

>:. citors." proper value «rf the

ired with that of Cowley and

< r with which he governed
111 :. ill . 'his interview with Temple, 431:
Anaers, 434, 435 ; his confidence in Temple
Icccptionby Charles's court. 438 i his violent

s panegyric upoi

. and death. 310

;

ilings with junms. 619, 6ao.

rbw r:h r ..itivi: "correctness" of his poetry.

147 ; Byron s distaste for, 153 ; diaractchstics of

his poems. iss-iST.

York. Duke of. 44S : anuety excited by his sudden
return from Holland. 4^9 : detestation of him.

459; revival of the question of his exclusion, 459

York House, the London residence of Bacon and
of his father. 38a 391.

Yonge, Sir William, 393
Young, Dr, his testimony to Addison's toUoquial

powers, 7», 731.

Zobak, Kui^. I'ctauu fable of. 4^;. tfia

i'rinlej by Ballant\'ne, Hansom ^
at Paul's Work, Edinburgh
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