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INTRODUCTION,

The twenty-second of October, 1885, was a memorable day

in the history of the West Parish. The setting in of a storm

on the previous day, and its increasing violence in the evening

filled many hearts with forebodings as to the morrow. But

all doubts and fears passed away with the storm at the coming

of the morning ; and the day, long anticipated, was one of the

brightest of autumn. The lingering attractions of garden and

field, the "red banners" of the forest, everything above, be-

neath, voiced a hearty welcome to those who should gather to

commemorate by goue days, when pastors and people planned

and toiled and prayed for the coming of the Redeemer's king-

dom. The 150th anniversary of the West Congregational

Church had come ; and in recognition of which appropriate

and interesting exercises were held at the Church. Reading

of Scripture and prayer were by Rev. J. D. Kingsbury. The

"Address of Welcome," by Mr. Jackson Webster, President

of the day, "Early History of the First Church," by Dr. John

Crowell, " Historical Discourse," by the pastor. Rev. John

N. Lowell, " Poem," by Mrs. Caroline M. Merriam, " Remi-

niscences from 1820 to 1840," by Mrs. Ann M. Swan, and

letters from former pastors need no comment, as they are here-

in printed, and can speak for themselves. Rev. E. W. Allen

was confidently expected to be present and participate in the

exercises, but at the very last was detained, to the sincere

regret of all.

Rev, N, Boynton of the North Church, in a very pleasant and
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happy address expressed the "greetings of the youngest sister-

church," and Rev. Albert Donnell of the Riverside Church,

spoke briefly for the "grand-daughter."

Rev. J. D. Kingsbury, in a very tender, earnest and im-

pressive address led us most happily to the consideration of the

thought, that, during the history of the church, "God had been

going along with it."

Deacon Ezra B. Welch related interesting incidents in the

ministry of Mr. Cross, and that of Mr. Farwell. lie also

spoke of the growth and prosperity of the Sunday school.

Deacon Daniel Webster also made brief remaiks, relating with

much emotion his conversion under Mr. Grosvenor, of whom

he spoke in words of affectionate praise.

The exercises which were animated and impressive, were

listened to by a large and interested audience, aod were a

worthy memorial of those who had ceased from their labors and

entered into rest.
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME.

BY JACKSON WEBSTEIl.

I am aware, dear friends, of our quite lengthy pro-

gramme, and by it am reminded that I must be brief in ex-

pressing to you the pleasure it affords us to see so many of

you present to-day. We have met to celebrate an import-

ant event. A century and a half of the history of our

church is now in the past ; and in view of what has been

accomplished, and of the wonderful goodness of God to-

ward us as a church and people, it seems fitting that we

should give more than a passing notice of this, our one

hundred and fiftieth anniversary.

To this end and for this purpose, we have opened vnde

the doors of our pleasant church, and on this beautiful au-

tumn morning, invited you hither to participate with us in

these auniversaiy exercises, and in the enjoyment of this

occasion.

Regretting the unavoidable absence of former pastors,

whom we had hoped to welcome among us to-day, it is no

less a privilege, and my very pleasant duty, to extend to

you, at this time, the pastors and representatives of sister

churches, to you friends, one and all, a most cordial wel-

come. Your presence here is not only an assurance of

your interest in us, as individuals, but also of your in-

terest in the good work in which we are engaged.

May the exercises of this day and the opportunty it af-

fords for renewing old associations, prove a rich blessing

to each one of us, and inspire us to press on to more earn-

est work and future usefulness. (5)
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE FIRST CHURCH, HAVERHILL.

BY JOHN CKOWEM,, M. D.

Whatever relates to the local history of a town is of

interest to every one who has become a permanent resi-

dent ; and a record of current events, however trivial, often

becomes of great value to the future historian. Haverhill

is peculiarly fortunate in her history, extending over a

period of nearly two hundred and fifty years, thus ranking

with the older settlements ot New England, while in the

stirring events of Indian warfare and the Revolutionary-

struggle she bore an important part. Some of our neigh-

boring towns, like Salem and Newburyport, excel us in

the number of distinguished men who adorned the early

history of the colony ; and in wealth and commercial power
those old places far outranked the inland towns. When
Haverhill was but an obscure country trading-town, these

two seaside communities were amassing wealth by the lu-

crative India trade ; and hence we see those fine old pala-

tial mansions which grace the streets of these now quiet

localities.

In early days, the life of Haverhill consisted in agricul-

ture and the exchange of West India goods and groceries

for domestic produce with the country people for miles

into New Hampshire. Only within the last fifty years has

this town assumed importance as a manufacturing centre ;

and more especially within the last twenty-five years has

our leading industry raised our community to a high posi-

tion in matters of trade, and placed us in the front rank

in the amount of the goods manufactured. To illustrate

the difference between then and now, it may be stated that

the population of the town in 1790 was 2,408 and the valu-

ation $1,519,411. The highest valuation placed upon any

house was $3,000, which was the assessed value of the Sal-

tonstall mansion, then standing on Merrimack street, while

no house in the West Parish was valued as high as $600.
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The early history of the towns of New England may be

set forth in the liistory of the parishes. Tlie first parish

of Haverhill was the grand centre from which came all the

energy and prosperity of the town. This primitive union

of the Church and State continued until the rigid simplicity

of our Puritan fathers gave way to the incoming of secta-

rian differences and controversy. The First Church was a

power for miles around ; and, for many years, from its or-

ganization in 1645, the inhabitants of the outlying settle-

ments came to the centre of the town for the public wor-

ship of God. For nearly a hundred years the First Church
held supreme sway ; and we hear of no dissensions or de-

sire for separation until 1729, when twenty-five members,

residents in Methuen, requested to be set off in a separate

parish, which request was granted, not without some oppo-

sition. This church was formed in that piut of Methuen
which is now Salem, N. H. In 1730, forty-six members
requested the privilege of uniting a church in the North

Precinct, which was granted, and resulted in the division

of the town into parishes. In 1731, families residing in

the easterly parts of the town petitioned for permission to

raise money "by ye parish yt they might hire a min-

ister to preach to y'ra in ye winter season w'n bad travel-

ing ;" but the requisite permission was not given. In

1734, a petition was again presented to have the easterly

part of the town set off as a distinct parish, which was

granted ; but, so great was the opposition on the part of

some of the residents, that the General Court ordered the

petitioners back to the old parish. In 1743, these good

people were more fortunate, and were set off as a separate

parish. The west precinct was set off as a parish in 1734,

the church being formed a year later.

Notwithstanding these repeated drafts upon her strength,

the First Church continued to flourish ; and, under the

leadership of pious and learned pastors, exerted a wide

and powerful influence upon the churches in the neighbor-

ing townships. The position occupied by the minister in
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those early days was unique, important, and commanding'.
He was not only the pastor of the flock, but also the
teacher of the people in every thing that pertained to the
dignities and amenities of life. The minister was the
recognized leader ; and, by his learning, his wisdom, and
his benignant bearing, the advice of this dignitary was
sought, and his counsels were heeded by all classes in the
parish. His powerful individuality shaped the thought
and directed the sentiment of the people ; and in all the

affairs that affected the judicial or political aspects of the

community, his authority was consulted by jurists and civ-

ilians. He was the arbitrator in disputes, he was the ex-

ponent of the Puritan idea of political and religious free-

dom ; and, in the great struggle for independence, the in-

fluence of the New England ministry was most effectual.

Every minister in Haverhill, with one exception,— that of

Rev. Mr. Parker, in East Parish, — espoused the cause of
liberty, and eloquently urged resistance to the oppression

of the mother country. We cannot refrain from admiring
the simple and quiet dignity, the singleness of purpose, the

unselfish devotion to duty, of these representative men.
Learned, pious, and consecrated to a holy calling, they
looked duty straight in the face, and, with a true moral
heroism, braved the dangers attending the pioneer life of

our ancestors.

If they did not have the largest views of liberty of con-

science, nor the broadest outlook for the possibilities of the

future, they certainly believed in liberty as they understood
it; and their abridgment of this prerogative in others

grew out of a desire to worship God unmolested by sec-

tional strife and doctrinal controversy. In was the prin-

ciple of liberty limited by the environment set up by their

simple and direct way of looking at truth, and by their

sharply defined and dominant ideas of person U responsibil-

ity and accountability. The rigid scrutiny that governed
the social ethics of the people entered into the details of

common life, even daring to venture upon the great pre-
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rogative of woman to dress as she pleased. "For can a

maid forget her ornaments ?'* The economic rule govern-

ing female adornment was inexorable ; and, in those happy-

days, there was no fear of enormous bills for fine goods,

contracted by the vanity of the wives and daughters. The

extravagant wife of John Hiitchins was presented to the

court in 1653 for wearing a silk hood to meeting, and her

"husband only escaped paying the fine upon the plea that

*'she was brought up above the ordinary way." But the

wife of Joseph Swett was not as fortunate; for, not having

been brought up above the ordinary way, she was fined

ten shillings for wearing the proscribed silken hood.

Among the list of honored names in the succession of

the ministry in the First Parish that of John Ward, the

first pastor and teacher, stands pre-eminent ; and to his

wisdom, zeal, and i-are executive ability the success of the

settlement was largely due. He was born in Haverhill,

Essex County, England ; and the town that he assisted in

founding was named in his honor. He graduated, probably,

at the University of Cambridge, England ; and from that

noble seat of learning he received the honor of A. B. in

1626, and that of A. M. in 1630. Cotton Mather, in his

Magnalia, speaks of hira. as " learned, inquiring, and relig-

ious, of quick apprehension, a clear understanding, a strong

memor}^ a facetious conversation, an exact grammarian,

an expert physician, and,— which was the top of all,— a

thorough divine. But, which rarely happened, the endow-

ments of his mind were'accompanied with a most healthy,

hardy, and agile constitution of body, which enabled hira

to make nothing of walking on foot a journey as long as

thirty miles together." (Young ministers of the present

day take warning.) There was withal a dash of romance

in this rich and varied character ; for we read further in

the Magnalia, that, ''though he had great offers of rich

matches in England, yet he chose to marry a meaner per-

son, whom exemplary piety had recommended. He lived

with her for more than forty years in such happy harmony,
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that, when she died, he professed that in all this time he

never received a displeasing word or look from her." For

lifty-three years did this noble type of the early New Eng-

land ministry continue in this service. He died in 16'.t3,

in his eighty-eighth year, preaching an excellent sermon

hut a short time before his death. I hold in my hand a

Thanksgiving sermon written and preached Ijy him in

1G90, and this precious relic is a good illustration of the

general style of the manuscript of the clergy two hundred

years ago.

In the economic records of this early date we find that

the salary of Mr. Ward was carefully looked after, as will

be seen by the following vote, October 19, 1G16 :
—

"•Voted by all the freeholders there present at a lawful

town-meeting, that Mr. Ward, our Teacher's, land shall

be rate free for his ministry during his life, if he continue

miiuster on the plantation, provided he use it himself; but

if he sell, or let, or set any of it to hire, it shall pay rates

proportionately with our own. And that forty pounds pr.

an. shall be paid him for his ministry."

In 1652, the salary was raised to fifty pounds, with the

proviso, that, "if any one or more shall be disenabled from

paying his proportion, then the rest of the inhabitants shall

pay it for him or them to Mr. Ward."

In 1656, liowever, there arose a controversy concerning

the salary of the pastor, some contending that it was "ex-

orbitant." So great )vas the dissension over this prolific

question that a council of the neighboring clergymen was

called to advise in the matter. After long deliberation,

the council finally concluded, that "Mr. Ward should be

paid fifty pounds per annum, which was to be paid in

wheat, rye, and Indian corn." And they added, that

"men shall be appointed yearly to cut, make, and bring

home his hay and wood, who were to be paid out of his

sahiry." A curious controversy arose in 1690 on the ques-

tion of settling Uev. Benjamin Rolfe as assistant to Mr.

Ward in his then advanced age. It was voted "to give
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Mr. Rolfe forty pounds per annum in wheat, rye, and In-

dian, to join and assist Mr. Ward, and after liis death the

town would farther allow what shall be rational." Great

opposition was made to this vote ; and the records intimate

that Mr. Ward and his son-in-law, Saltonstall, left tiie

meeting in displeasure. While they were absent, the town

voted *'to pay the above sum for one year, and his diet or

board, and that Mr. Ward should have his full salary, pro-

vided he, at his own cost, boarded Mr. Rolfe." A com-

promise which apparently proved satisfactory.

After Mr. Ward, came a succession of pastors and teach-

ers, all of them men of learning and piety ; and, although

there were varying phases of doctrinal beliefs and state-

ments, yet there was no serious rupture until the ministry

of Rev. Dudley Phelps, who was settled in 1828. So bold,

aggressive, and uncompromising was his preaching that a

division of sentiment arose, which resulted in a rupture of

the church and parish ; and, in 1833, eighty-nine of the

ninety-one members of the church separated themselves,

and formed the Centre Congregational Church. From
this date, the parish ceased to be evangelical in doctrinal

statement and belief, and has ever since been Unitarian.

In speaking of this result, Dr. Fiske, in his historical sketch

of the "Churches of Essex North," says, that "it has been

given as the opinion of some candid observers, that the

division might not have occurred, and the whole body

might have remained substantially orthodox, had the min-

ister of that day been one who could be nominally ortho-

dox and at the same time not constitutionally and inter-

nally controversial." And Dr. Fiske adds, " There is

reason to believe that this is not the only instance ia

which a New England Unitarian church originated in a

reaction against an utter angular and pugnacious ortho-

doxy." Had this unfortunate division not occurred, the

old first evangelical chiu-ch would soon be able to cele-

brate its quarter-millennial anniversary.

What can excel in rugged picturesqueness the homely
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ways of our father in matters of worship? Their hatred

to the Church of En<,'laud, from which tliey came and as

it then existed, carried them into tlie other extreme of

barren simplicity. The meeting-house was tlie fartliest

remove possible from the Gothic splendors of Mcdiuival

times, wlien—
"Through the long-drawn aisle and fretted vault

The pealing anthem swelled the note of praise."

It was built for austere worship, and it stood as the type

of the stern, honest and sincere character of the builders.

—Strong, plain and upright, it served its purpose well,

and its rigid walls told the tale of a sturdy and uniform

purpose. From the lofty pulpit the godly pastor preaclied

strong doctrine to a people who believed in law and who

abided by the ethics of an exacting personal accountabil-

ity. They exalted God and had respected unto his law,

and they felt the weight of sin upon the soul. And so

were they swayed by these simple themes; they were

scored into their lives, they became a part of themselves.

The interiors of these rude meeting houses were generally

devoid of ornament and guiltless of paint, but tlie West

Parish furnished a rare exception to this rule. Some dar-

ing artist was allowed to paint the faces of two cherubs,

one on each side of the pulpit window, where they looked

upon the sober people, their rosy cheeks and laughing

eyes making a grim contrast with their dim surroundings.

What a pity that these works of art could not have been

preserved when the hand of the destroyer was laid upon

those old walls. I have heard my mother (who was born

in this parish) describe these crude paintings, and speak

of the impi-ession that the large blue eyes of one and the

dark brown eyes of the other made upon her childish fancy.

The sounding board which usually hung suspended by a

cliain over the good minister's head was also a never-fail-

ing source of speculation among the children of the con-

gregation.

The form of worship in this rude temple was in strik-
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iirg contmst with the ritualistic pump and splendor of

ilh« Mother Chiircli. So fearful were our fathers of

formalism that the reading of the Serii»tures was inter-

dicted except for exposition, and it was not until the mid-

dle of the eighteenth century that this practice was intro-

duced i-flto the churches in this vicinity.

The service of song at this early day must have been an

odd jargon of sound. We learii from Wood's history of

music in New England that the congregations throughout

New England were rarely able to sing more than two or

three tunes. The knowledge and us\3 of notes had become

i>o neglected that no two individuals sang them alike.

Eveiy melody was tortured and twisted as any unskillful

th]-oat saw fit, until their psalms wei-e uttered in a medley

of confused and disorderly noises, rather than in a decor-

ous song. It was not until about the middle of this cen-

tury that singing schools and singing meetings were es-

tiiblished, and this was the origin of choirs in these

chumhes. In 1791 we find a record in the annals of the

first cliui"ch "that a pew for the women to sing," was

built in the gallery of the meeting house, and it was voted

*'that the company of singers should choose such persons

among themselves to lead in music and regulate the same

as they shall think proper." These selections were made

among the young women who could sing treble and coun-

ter, and the men who had good tenor and bass voices, and

as the fashion then was for each one to sing with all possi-

ble vigor, we can imagine the result as the voices rang

among the oaken rafters of the lofty roof. Instrumental

music fi'i-st made its appearance in the form of a violin and

bass viol, not without opi)osition 0!i the part of some of the

sterner devotees to the old ways. Gradually other instru-

ments wei-e introduced, and the reedy sound of the clario-

net, the wail of the fluto, the resonant blast of the French

horn, and the rasping notes of the bassoon lent their noisy

aid in the service of song. In 1829 an organ wao erected

in the gallery of the First Church, audits wonder -speaking
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pipes furnished a great attraction for the people for mfiny

miles around. Charles Minot, Rscj., was the first organist

in Haverhill. Time has wrought great improvement in the

noble art of music, but there has been no advance in the

zest and fervor that characterized the singing of our an-

cestors, when the anthem was the grand climax of musica!

expression.

Let us in imagination, join the sturdy worshippers in

one of these rude structures on the morning of the Lord's

day. We must set out early, for a heavy fine is the penalty

for being late, and one equally heavy will be imj^sed for

riding fast to meeting. It is nine o'clock, and passing the

stocks and the whipping post, with a nervous shudder^

we dismount on the horse block, and enter the house by

the eastern porch. But the pews are filled by greater dig-

nitaries, and so we take a seat upon a rude bench near tlie

door. We must be careful to preserve the gravest deco-

rum, for the grim tithingman has an eye upon us ready to

detect the slightest deviation from his ideal of good be-

havior. Should we forget the decencies of the place by a

whisper or a laugh, we are sharply reminded of our sacri-

lege b}' an official rap on the head or shoulders with the

rod of power.

And now comes a solemn hush, as the sexton, with be-

coming dignity, takes the minister through the open

double door, up the main aisle, and graciously leads him to

the pulpit stairs. The pastor, dressed in well-fitting small

clothes, with black silk stockings, and shining silver slice

buckles ; with well-powdered wig, hanging in massive rolls

over his shoulders^ looks benignantly upon his people.

After prayer, a psalm in metre is given out and dictated

line by line by the deacon, and sung to the nasal music of

the congregation. Then follows the "long prayer," during

which time we all stand leaning upon the railing of the

pews. At the close of the prayer down come the turned

up seats with a crash like the rattling of musketry. And

then comes the sermon wading througli the jnysteries of
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tlie fifteentlily and sixteenthly with a zeal that never

falters.

Then, with tlie solemn order of pi^cedence, the magis-

trates and brief gentlemen walk up first to the deacons'

«eat ami deposit their contributions, followed by the elders,

iind hist of all by the "common people." After the benedic-

diction we all remain standing until the minister passes

down the aisle, bowing and smiling at us as he moves along.

These services with the brief intermission of an hour, occupy

from six to eight hours. It is near sunset, and we jog home

on pillion or saddle, to pass the evening with grandfather,

who, with exacting severity, tones us up to the orthodox

standaid by the aid of the shorter catechism.*

O, age of simple faith and quiet ways,

Give bat:k again the sweet Arcadian days!

When humble labor filled the yeoman's hands

With golden harvests from his rocliy lands.

Wlien the good housewife, with deft fingers, plied

Her daily task, the busy wheel beside.

When Imxom damsels on the sampler wrought

Those rigid maxims, now, alas, untaught.

When, gather' d round the ample, glowing hearth,

Home voices mingled in good cheer and mirth.

When country squire, in striding through the town,

Received the meek obeisance of the clown,

And children grouped along the village street.

The reverend pastor's smiling face to greet.

t

III the absence of my pastor. Rev. H. E. Barnes, allow

me to congratulate this parish in behalf of the Centre

Congi-egational church of this city on this auspicious an-

niversary. The relations between these two parishes have

always been sincere and cordial. The pastors have

been upon the most intimate terms of friendship ; we have

enjoyed their ministrations in our respective pulpits, and

have had the advantages of their advice in our councils.

We remember the pastors of this church with profound

respect. We recall the wisdom, dignity and sturdy piety

of Rev. Abijah Cross, whose friendship with Rev. Joseph

•This description is quoted from the Centennial oration delirered by the writer before the

City Council of Haverhill, July 4, 1876.

tKrom poem read at Bi-centennial, Bradford, December, 22, «8S2.
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Whittlesey'and Rev. Dr. Lawrence of the Centre church,

was histing and cordial. Both churches were organized

under similar conditiojis of severe diseipline, and both con-

tinued to enjoy the favor of God in 3 steady and iMialtliful

growth. We might also speak of the bjotherly fellowship

existing between Rev. Asa Farwell and that man of rare

genius, Rev. B. F. Hosford; a friendship which grew
more and more as the life of that lamented pastor ebbed

to its close. Of the late pastors, Rev, E. W. Allen during

his long ministery was a most welcome visitor to the Cen-

tre pulpit, while under the care of Drs. ^JuMger and

Hyde, and in the subsequent and piesent liappy pistorate^

we find a renewal of all those delightful amenities in

Christian brotherhood. We remember with devout grati-

tude the godly men and women who have stood like a

tower of strength beside this church during the last fifty

years. We recall their prayers, their patient sacrifices^

their steady loyalty to the faith once delivered to the

saints. Who can forget the name of Webster with its

long line of deacons and faitliful workers, or of Haynes,

and Pettingill, Merrill and How, of Welch and Smith

and Poor; of Greenlenif and Carleton and Emerson, and

Haseltine, and a host of others, names, we doubt not, con-

sidered worthy to be " written in the Lamb's book of

Life." I shall never forget the impression made upon

my boyish heart, when visiting my revered uncle, Sam-
uel E. Greenleaf^ and accompanying him to church,

I gazed in rapt veneration upon tlie group of pious

men gathered in the little room near the entry of this

church, engaged in prayer for God's blessing on the ser-

vices of Ilis sanctuary. Through the lapse of nearly half

a century I recall the subdued tones of those now silent

voices ; I see the saintly glow upon those upturned faces,

and I feel that if ever a halo of glory should rest upon the

hoary head, it should fall in licavenly light upon that

company of devout worshipers. Can we wonder that the

Divine benedictiun folluwed the prcaeliL-d word ? Do we
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marvel that the Holy Spirit was poured out abundantly,

and that precious revival seasons lejoiced the hearts of

men? O, for another glimpse of that beatific vision ; for

another tone from that pra)-erful group as it fell in tender

cadence upon the devout listeners in that little room !

With such beginnings, has this dear old church continued

to increase, and witli a fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost,

may she enlarge her borders and adorn her towers with

the graceful ornaments of righteousness and peace.

HISTORICAL DISCOURSE.

BY REV. JOHN N. LOWELL.

"Thou Shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour

her, yea, tlie set time, is come. For thy servants take pleasure in her

stones, and favour the dust thereof."—PsALsi 102: 13, 14.

One of the most attractive things in Zion is the pres-

ence of God and the glory with which he is able to make
her shine. And the time when this glorious presence

is graciously to appear is when His people "take pleas-

ure in her stones and favour the dust thereof"—when

they delight in her so greatly that not only her stately

palaces but even her relics are dear tothem. The

"stones" may be ancient but they are precious to every

true lover of Zion. The "dust" may seem trilling, but

each particle of it is instinctive with a life that min-

isters to the happiness and usefulness of those who

cherish it. To the church of God no token can be more

full of hope than to see its members manifesting that deep

interest and strong affection for all that concerns her, so

that the least and lowest matter connected with the Lord's

work is carefully attended to. Then the time has come to

favor Zion.

We are here today that we may gather about us memori-

als of the past, the greater and the less, in order that in-
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terest may be intensified and affection deepened and

broadened ; and if by briiigiiij^ before you these several

ministries I can in any measure contribute to this end I

shall feel richly rewarded for my efforts.

In the year 1784 the western part of the town of Haver-

hill had become populous enough to warrant its being set

off as a distinct parisli. Accordingly a petition was sent in

and the town granted it, and soon after the General

Court established this part of the town under the title of

the "West Parish in Haverhill."

Immediately steps were taken for organization. And to

this end a Parish meeting (the first) was called by ^t>^-

Richard Saltonstall, one of "His Majesty's Justices of

the Peace," on the 16th of April, and was held May tst at

the house of Thomas Haynes, near, or upon the very spot

where Jackson Haynes* now resides.

Thomas Haynes was chosen moderator, Peter Ayer,

clerk. The special matter of business for consideration

was the erection of a house of worship. Edward Carleton,

John Watts, Ensign Daniel Lad, James Mitcliell and

"Philip Haseltine were chosen a committee for ^'buiUling

and finishing the meeting house." The site determined

upon was "at the south-westerly corner of Samuel Eaton's

pasture by Singletary's orchard, so called," at the corner

of Broadway and Monument streets, where timber had al-

ready been drawn for the anticipated building. And the

work of building was pushed forward with so much en-

ergy that the house was ready for worship as early as Oc-

tober. Though for nearly three years there were no pews

and then only sixteen were built, and those around the

sides, leaving the centre of the house, probably, for

benches. There was a man's gallery and a woman's gallery.

The housef faced the south and had entrances on the

south, east and west.

After the building of the meeting house, the next im-

•Jackson Haynes is the great-great-grandson of Thomas.

tin 1834 it was taken down, r«raoved one mile and a quarter west, refrained and re-

erected. It is stiil occupied by the the Universalist society.
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portant matter to engage the attention and interest of the

new parish, was the securing of a minister. The first can-

didate listened to was a Mr. Gookin, who after preaching

four Sabbaths, was followed by a Mr. Skinner, who was

followed by Mr. Samuel liacheller. After a trial of sev-

eral months, Mr. Bacheller had preached with such gen-

eral acceptance that he was invited June 9,1735, to settle

as pastor, which invitation he accepted July 21st. On
October 11th, a petition signed by seventy-saven of its

members was read to the First Church of Haverhill.

The petitioners ask for dismission that they may be orga-

ganized into a new church in West Parish. The next

Lord's day, Oct. 18th, the request was granted. The exact

date of organization is learned from the following minute

entered u[)on the records of the ''Ministers' Meeting" viz:

'•1735, Oct. 21. Discoursed upon things relating to the

work to be done on the next day, the gathering a third

church in Haverhill, and endeavored to prepare matters

fur it. Considered a covenant which Mr. Brown had

drawn up for that occasion ; and assigned to each, that was

to officiate, his part."* Accordingly "under the conduct

of ye Rev. Mr. John Brown, and ye Rev. Mr. John Bar-

nard and ye Rev. Mr. Samuel Phillips of Andover," the

seventy-seven dismissed members were constituted the

third, or West Parish church of Haverhill, Oct. 22,

1735. Just two weeks later, Nov. 5th, Mr. Bacheller

was ordained pastor of the new church.

The churches invited to the council were Andover,

North, Rev. John Barnard, pastor ; Andover, South, Rev.

Samuel Phillips, pastor ; Bradford, First, Rev. Joseph

Parsons, pastor ; Haverhill, First, Rev. John Brown,

pastor ; Reading, First, Rev. William Hobb}^ pastor.

Each church sent also one or more "messengers." The

church in Reading sent six.

The Sabbath following, Nov. 9th, the church held its

first meeting, when it was voted :

•"Ecc'l History of Essex Co.," p. 15.
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"First, that ye number of Deacons in this church for the

present be two. Second, that Nathan Webster and Peter

Ayerbe ye Deacons."

Thus the younj^ pastor with his bride entered upon his

life work under most promising circumstances. The next

month twelve were added to the church b}' letter increas'

ing its membership to eighty-nine. The early part of Mr.

Bacheller's ministry was greatly blessed in the conver-

sion of souls. During the next year (1736) twenty-eight

were added to the church by profession. And there were

additions by profession each year until 1743 when twelve

nnited.

Again from 1749-1754 a revival spirit prevailed, in-

creasing in power and in the number of conversions, so

that eleven in 1753, and seventeen in 1754, were brought

into the church.*

But there were those, even members of the church, who
evidently were not quickened spiritually during this sea-

sou of refreshing; for difficulties had arisen that in the

following year assumed alarming proportions. Mr. Bachel-

ler preached a sermon in which he said that the work of

redemption was finished when Christ uttered the words on

the cross, "It is finished." For which saying he was ac-

cused of heresy^ and this was made the basis of a heated

controversy which raged with violence for years. The
subject was considered by the association known as the

'•Ministers' Meeting," which upheld Mr. Bacheller and

published a pamphlet entitled "A Vindication, etc." This

was a reply to a large pamphlet written by Joseph Ilaynes,

leader of the opposition, entitled "A discourse in order to

refute the heresy delivered and much contended for in

the West Parish of Haverhill, and countenanced by many
of the ministers of the neighboring parishes, namely : That

the blood and water which came from Christ when the

soldier pierced his side, his laying in the grave and his

resurrection, was no part of the work of redemption, and

•127 were admitted and about 450 baptized duriujj hisrain'utry of 26 years.
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tliat liis laying in the grave was no part of his humilia-

tion." This was printed in 1757. The matter was finally

snbmitted to a council consisting of nine churches, called by

-the church and pastor. Tlie council met by adjournment,

Sept. 19, 1758, when twenty charges jigainst Mr. Bachel-

ler were laid l)efure it involving both his conduct and his

tloctrines.

After a patient sittin-gof four days, the decision reached

was that the charges were not sufficiently supported. ''Upon

the whole we think Mr. Bacheller chargeable with impru-

^lence in several particulars which may have had a degree

of unhappy efficacy in some of his difficulties * * *

We think, on the other hand, that Mr. Bacheller's ac-

•cnsers have evidenced a bad spirit, as they have brought

articles against him relating to things transacted several

years ago, which ought to have been complained of long

before this time, or buried in oblivion ; as, also, several of

the articles appear to be groundless and greatly injurious,

etc."

But Col. John Choate of Ipswich, a member of the

council, differed from this decision and published his

**reason8 of dissent."

Again the next April, the 17th, the same council met by

adjournment, when Mr. Haynes laid before them some

^'friendly remarks," in which he criticised the first decis-

ion. Yet this second examination of the charges led to

no material change in the former decision.

But the parish was in a highly agitated state and the

greatest confusion prevailed. The opposition made

the most strenuous efforts for Mr. Bacheller's removal.

Between April 1760 and July 1701, eight parish meetings

were held, in the course of which it was voted : "To

take from Mr. Bacheller the parsonage and let it to the

best advantage;" "to request him to ask a dismission ;'"

"that the committee should open the doors oi

the meeting house to such preachers as the}

should think might be serviceable ;" "that the doors of the
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meeting house slioulcl not be opened to Mr. Bacheller antT

his friends, and to choose a suitiible man to keep the

key ;" ''to put themselves under the Boston Presbytery ;"'

"that the Rev. Mr. Bacheller be fully and finally dis-

missed, and to prosecute him if he atteujpts to go into the

meeting house to preach ;" finally "to give Mr. liacheller

£86 if he will leave the parish."

As all attempts at reconciliation provetl futile the pas-

toral relations were dissolved by a council, Oct. 9, 1761.

Rev. Samuel Bacheller was born in Reading, (now

Wakefield) May 11, 1707, and was a graduate of Harvard

College in tlie class of 1731. He is said to have been a

man of "superior talent and attainments." He was held

in such respect by his townsmen that he was twice chosen

to represent the town* in the General Court, (1760 and

1770). His last years were passed with one of kis sons at

Royalston, Mass., where he died 1706 in the 80th year of

his age.

In the close of tliis first ministry we have an illustration

of that striking passage, "Behold, how great a matter a

little fire kindleth." Those beautiful words that our Savi-

our uttered when he bowed his head and died, "It is

finished," are enough when caught up and circulated by

those whose hearts have not his tender spirit, to fill a

whole region with devouring fire. It is a blessing for

ministers to be watched, but tlie watching that they

need and that in which they will forever rejoice, is that

which the Bereans exercised when they went home and

earnestly, yet kindly examined the Scriptures, to see if

what they had heard had authority in the word of God.

A little more care in the statement of doctrine, and a

little more kindness and charity in the reception of those

statements, might have made the closing years of this pas-

torate precious and fruitful of good, rather than deplor-

able, because of the tempest that wasted this Zion.

After Mr. Baoheller's dismission the parish was without

•HaverhilL
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a settled pastor for a little more than nine years. And
during this entire period only eight persons were added to

t^ie church, and not one of them by profession ; and yet

there seems to have been an earnest effort on the part of

many of the church for a better state of things. For in

March 1762, the church voted to "re-settle upon Congrega-

tional principles and be organized according to the Cam-

bridge platform."

Accordingly the parish voted "To Reconsider and Dis-

annul their vote of putting themselves under the care and

direction of the Boston Presbytery." And under date of

Sept. 7th, the same year, the records show "a Renewal of

our Solemn Covenant engagements with God and one an-

other tliat we may Proceed in Harmony and Peace toward

a Re-settlement, that we may have Gospel ordinances ad-

ministered to us in Right manner and due oixler,* etc." The

following month a call was extended to Rev. Nathaniel

Noycs, who had supplied the pulpit several months, but

he declined it.

The call was renewed in January, but without success.

A Mr. Wheeler was the next candidate, and he was fol-

lowed by Rev. John Carnes.

Mr. Carnes began preaching in Jan. 17C6, and was so

highly acceptable that a month later the church gave him

a call without a dissenting vote. He declined the call

April 13th, and it was renewed the very next day.

April 27th, he accepted the call, as certain difficulties in

the way of his settlement had been removed, and "the ap-

pearance had become more encouraging and there was

some likelihood of their being settled in peace from their

long divided and broken state, and becoming a happy peo-

ple." But for some reason not recorded he was not in-

stalled.

In June 1767, Mr. Joseph Willard was invited to settle

with the church as its pastor. Mr. Willard was gradua-

ted from Harvard College two years before, and at the

rhis was signed by twenty-three male members.
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time of receiving the call was tutor, and afterwards presi-

dent of his Alma Mater. Not until September did he-

give his answer, which was in the affirmative, and the-

last Wednesday of October was voted "as ye day for the

ordination of Mr. Willaitl into the work of ye ministry in

this place." But he was not ordained and the records are

silent on the matter. From an outside source- it is stated as-

one of the rare cases where a cauiicll refused to settle a

pastor over a people so rent with internal diseord.

In March 1769, an invitation was given Mr. Phineas

Adams to settle as pastor. The parish concurred with the

vote of the church, though the opposition to Mr. Adams'

settlement was so strong on the part of some that they

petitioned to be released from paying toward his support,

Mr. Adams deferred a reply, but continued to supply the

pulpit. And on the 11th day of December, 1770, the call

was renewed, the parish concuning by a "great majority.'*

And on the 9th of Jan. 1771,* the Third church settled

its second pastor.

Rev. Fhineas Adams was born in Rowley (now George-

town) March 3, 1743. He graduated at Cambridge in

1762, and is said to have been a man of "mild and concili-

atory manners, amiable disposition, sound sense, excellent

understanding and an extensive reader."

In his charge to Mr. Grosvenor,t Rev. Peter Eaton, D,

D., who grew up under the ministry of Rev. Mr. Adams,

pays the following beautiful tribute to his pastor's mem-

ory :

"The venerable Adams, whose feelings Avere catholic,

whose manner was nature, whose prayers were devout

and breathed the ardor of his piety, whose sermons were

written with uncommon neatness and purity, and

though uttered in the still small voice, abounded with the

most admirable sentiments. Surely then I could exclaim,

this is none other than the house of God, and this is the

gate of Heaven."
Thomas Haynes died December of this year 92 years of age.

t See page 28.
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The choice of Mr. Adams as pastor Avas evidently

a most happy one, as he })ioved himself to be

well calculated to calm the turbulent elements and re-

store peace and liarmony among the people. At the very

beginning of his ministry "affairs assumed a more quiet

condition." Measures were taken to restore the order and

discipline of the church. John Smith and Thomas Web-

ster were chosen deacons. A "form of covenant was

adopted by which to Admit Parents to ye Privilege of

Baptism for their children." And a vote was passed re-

quiring greater care in the admission of members.

On Nov. 27, 1774, a "Confession of Faith" consisting of

ten explicit articles, each one beginning with "You be-

lieve," or "You acknowledge," was adopted. This con-

fession is the same in substance as the church uses at the

present time.*

The first reference to singing was in March, 1770, when

it was voted to continue to sing Dr. Watts' Psalms, also

"to introduce his Hymns to be sung in this congregation."

In the warrant for the annual Parish meeting under date

of March 9, 1771, was the following article : "To see if

the Parish will vote a part of the Front galery for those to

sit in uho Have Larntor are Larning to sing by Rule."

" Either to Build a pew or otherwise as Shall be thought the

most proper." There is no recorded action as to the singing;

but as the Parish voted at the time "to repair the meeting

house this yeai," they doubtless built a pew, as the re-

cords show that the "Singers pew" was enlarged in 1788,

and again in 1791. Evidently the number of singers was in-

creasing. And the interest in music had become so gen-

eial among the people that on April 3, 1810, the parish

"voted to allow thirteen dollars toward the sup[)ort of a

singing school." "Tliis," says Mr. Chase, "is the earl-

iest distinct allusion found in any of the records or pa-

pers examined, of a singing-school in the town."!
*Tlie occasion for this confession seems to have been that there were persons who de-

sired "to join in communion with the church but were not satisfied with the mode of giving a

relation of their Christian experience."

tChase's "History of Haverhill," P. 570.
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1801, the lust yea,!- of Mr. Adiiins' ministry, liad come.
Thougli there were no seasons of special revival for the en-

tire period of almost tliirty-three years, yet a good work
had been done. Tiiree hundred and thirty-one adults an<l

infants, had been baptized, sixty-nine "owned their bap-

tismal covenant," and sixty-five were received into tiie

church, and so far as the recoids show it Avas a peaceful

and happy ministry.

Mr. Adams died in the midst of his labors, Nov. 17,

1801, in the 59th year of his age; and was buried in the

second burying place* with many whom he had taught

the way of life.

Upon the monumental slab are inscribed these words as

doubtless the sentiment of the people :

"The sweet remembrance of the just,

Shall flourish when they sleep in dust."

This was the longest pastorate in the history of the

church, and some might estimate it as least successful.

But God taught Elijah that the mightiest power was not in

the wind that rent the mountains ; nor in the earthquake

that opened deep chasms ; nor in the fire that consumed
forests, but in "the still small voice."

Adams was celebrated in this, that he stilled the storm

which Bacheller and some of his hearers had unwittingly

raised, whose destructive force they both felt for years.

Like his divine Lord upon tempest-swept Galilee, he
rose in calm dignity above the storm and in His name said,

''Peace, be still," and if Mr. Adams had done nothing

more for his own generation and the generations to come
than to restore order and harmony, he would have done as

noble a work as his predecessor or any of his successors,

and with every faithful servant would have received from
his Lord the plaudit "Well done."

We now come to a period extending over twenty years,

during which were evidently the darkest days in the

history of the church. The recoids are so very meagre

that but little can be learned from them of the trials and
*0n Broadway, near "Creek" brook.
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discouragements of "the faithful." It is from the

recollections of those who passed through those trying

times, that we learn something of them and of the very

great sacrifices mad(? in order to maintain the ordinances of

the gospel. All these years and more the church had no

settled pastor, nor regular supply, oidy occasional da}'' la-

borers. Two years after Mr. Adams' death a movement
was made to unite with the North Parish in hiring a Mr.

Mead for one year ; but nothing came of it. Three years

later at the annual parish meeting, it was :

"Voted, that the Baptists,Methodists, or Universalists who
belong to the West Parish shall have a right and privilege

to draw out of the parish treasurer's hands as much money
as they pay in by taxes—after allowing or deducting for

levying and collecting the same— for to hire such minister,

or ministers as they choose, provided they are of good

standing or character, when there is not a minister em-

ployed by the parish committee as has been usual in times

past."

This plan continued until 1809, when another movement
was made by which the church was further deprived of

its rights and privileges, viz: The choosing of a commit-

tee consisting of one from each denomination to divide the

money raised for preaching, among the several denomina-

tions in proportion as each paid. Thus the church was

compelled to share its house of worship with three other

denominations ; and, not all of these were evangelical. So

when the pulpit was occupied b}- one who did not, as they

believed, preach a pure gospel, "they quietly withdrew

and worshiped in a private house."

During this unhappy and unfavorable condition of af-

fairs the work of the Holy Spirit was prevented. Conver-

sions became very rare. Only four united with the

church for twenty years, and one of these by letter; and

so through deaths and removals, the church was gradually

diminishing in strength and numbers, till at one time, it

is said, only five or six male members were left ; and at
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the same time there were those who became openly liostile,

who confidpntly predicted the utter extinctiou of the

church. Still the little band held together with reniiuk-

able unanimity. With heroic courage they took their

stand and held out tirmly amid all opposition and diflicul-

ties. "The contest was long and hitter," says a former

pastor, "and but for the signal interposition in behalf of

His servants, the cause of the Redeemer would no longer

have had a witness here."

But the night must give place to the da}'. And upon

this faithful band so long enveloped in the shadows,

"light broke forth as the morning." With the com-

ing in of the year 1821, the Spirit was out-poured with

much refreshing, and the things ready to die were brought

up into light and life. Rev. Thaddeus Pomroy, whose

religious views accorded with those of the church,

\vas supplying the pulpit. Through his labors the bless-

ing came, and that year fifteen came into the

church. This was the ushering in of a new and pros-

perous epoch in the history of this branch of Zion. The
long night of spiritual decline and confusion was now a

thing of the past, and up to this date it has not returned.

I pray God it never will.

Although Mr. Poraroy received an invitation from the

parish to settle he soon gave place to other preachers. The
next year a Rev. Mr. Lombard supplied the pulpit a while,

and three years later an attempt was made to unite in

extending an invitation to Rev. Stephen Morse, but with-

out success.

At length in 1826, a successful effort was made in unit-

ing in giving Mr. Moses G. Grosvenor a call to settle.

The invitation was accepted ; and he was ordained pastor

of the struggling church, December 27th, of the same year.

Rev. Justin Edwards preached the sermon, and now after

the lapse of a quarter of a century the little iloek rejoice

with joy unspeakable in having an under-shepherd, who,

by the grace of God, leads them into green pastures. Mr.
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Crrosveiior's ministry from its very beginning was attended

Avith tokens of tlie Spirit's presence 'and power, and a

|30werful and extensive revival like a tidal wave swept

over the community, and thirty-one were gathered into the

chnrch among them weres onie of tlie most ellicient lielpers

4ind z(!alons supporters of the gospel. There were Phebe

Webster, J€ss€ Smith, Isaac Pcttingill, Ezra B. Welch,

AnnE. Emerson, Elsa Merrill and Caroline her daughter,

who, four and a half years since passed into the rest that

remainethfor tlie people of God,—names familiar to many

of you. Of the thirty-one but three are living, and two

of them are witli us today, Ann E. Emerson, the godly

and devoted mother of the Superintendent of the Sunday

school, and Ezra B. Welch, who for sixteen years was

a worthy and honored deacon of this church when

he resigned his office and removed to Lowell, where

he was chosen to fill the same office in the First church.

In February of this memorable year, 1827, Joseph, Ells-

worth Webster's father, and Moses Webster, Harrison's

father, were elected deacons. Thus it will be seen that

the church had recruited its wasted membership and had

risen into strength and influence. The morning indeed had

come; but it was not a "morning without clouds." The

renewed vigor and prosperity of the church seem to have

served to arouse again the elements of opposition. And

early in the year 1828, an effort was made to secure a

vote to hire other ministers in addition to Mr. Grosvenor.

But the movement was defeated by a vote of fifty-three

to fifty.

This temporary defeat, however, only aroused the op-

ponents of Mr. Grosvenor to more persistent endeavors,

and with the help of others in sympathy with them,

though not residents of the parish, the opposition gained

the ascendency. Accordingly they voted not to raise the

pastor's salary and to give him "three months notice to

withdraw his pastoral connection agreeable to a condition

in his settlement."
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The church and their frieads regarded this action its

depriving them of their rights and privileges.

That they might enjoy these and hand tbera down to
coming generations was the problem to he solved. What
course of action siioukl tiiey piusue?
What they agreed upon as wisest and best was to leave

tlie house whieli their fathers had builded, come away by
themselves, and begin anew. How great a sacrifice this

separation involved, tve may but faintly realize. Tliat

they went out from home taking nothing with them, tells

but half the story. A single incident may serve to illus-

trate what was doubtless true in many cases. A fijrmer

pastor writes thus of Dea. Moses Webster, who diml in

18. )8 : ''During one of those crisis in religious matters be-
tween tlie church and those who arrayed themsidves
against it, when he saw the shadow of coming events—when
he knew that he must leave the house where his father

had worshiped—he lingered near its once consecrated
walls and his tears fell like rain." But though "they
wept when they remembered Zion" their faith and courage
did not fail. With connnendable zeal and alacrity meas-
ures are at once adopted and pushed forward toward the
erection of another meeting house. Time and labor and
property are cheerfully and generously bestowed upoi^ this

new temple, whose glor}^ in the providence of God, was
destined "to be greater than the formei-." And the fol-

lowing year, 1829, on" the 7th day of May, this house was
dedicated to the worship of Alraiglity^God, the Rev.
Daniel Dana, D. D., of Newburyport, preaching the ser-

mon which was said, by one who listened to it, to be

"most excellent and wortliy to be remembered." A
touching incident of the day was the presentation of an
elegant Bible for the pulpit by "Aunt" Phebe Webster,
who, in the infirmity of age, came up the aisle and gave it

with her own hands to the ministers seated upon the plat-

form. The occasion was one of unusual interest, drawing
together an assembly of nearly 500 people. But before
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tlie coming of this delightful and promising day, to tlie

jnany trials occasioned by those outside the church,

others were added. Two months previous good Dea.

Aaron Clark* passed to his reward. He came to this

parish from Wells, Me., 1807. He stood firm as

a rock with the church during these stormy times

and was a most efficient helper, opening his doors freely

to his brethren and friends as they gathered to consult

iis to the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom.

One month before, the pastor feeling that it might be

for the mutual good of himself and the church, asked

if for dismission. Accordingly Ai)ril 24, 1829, he was dis-

^ missed and recommended by the council ''to all their

i brethren and to all sister churches."

I Uev. Moses G. Grosvenor was born in Paxton, Mass.,

Sept. 23, 179G. He was educated at Dartmouth College

(class of 1822) and Andover Theological Seminary, (1825.)

After leaving here he had several pastorates. He died in

Worcester, July 24, 1879.

'J'hough thus bereft, the church made speedy efforts to

t^ecure a minister. The second Sabbath following the dedi-

cation of the new house of worship, Rev. Abijah Cross

occupied the pidpit. To him they gave a call the follow-

ing August and sought concurrentaction on the part of

the parish. But the parish does not concur. Separa-

tion has not secured liberation ; they are not yet a free

people.

A writer in the Boston Recorder, a little subsequent to

this period in describing the events which then occurred,

says among other things : "The church were taxed with

the rest of the parish for the space of two years for the

support of preaching, with which they had no fellowship,

in the old iiouse,—their proportion of the tax being quite

two-thirds of the whole. They gave a call to an evange-

lical man to become their pastor and propose to the parish

to settle him in their new house and support him them-

selves without any parish tax, leaving the parish to settle

* See page 45-
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the candidate of their choice in the ohl liou.se if they

pleased, dividing the income of the parsonage equally he-

tween the two pirties. But in thi;* effort the church and

their friends were borne down and defeated by the suff-

rages of men not residents in the parish and called ia

from three different counties in the State, and from i)laces

twenty or thirty miles distant, to vote away the rights of

the church. After this a few of the (>[)pressed party refusec?

to pay their parish tax on the ground of its palpable illegal-

ity and gross injustice ; but the consequence was, warrants

were issued against them and one"^ of them was arrested

and carried to prison."

All attempts to secure the concurrence of the parish hav-

ing failed, a society was organized to co-operate with

the church. The call to Mr. Cross was renewed and he

was installed May 18, 1831. The love and adherence of

the people for the truth, the ''price" they paid in lahors

and sacrifices for their religious freedom, the patient wait-

ing for the installation of the minister of their choice and

affection, were richly rewarded with the favor and ap-

proval of God. For the clouds that had somewhat ob-

scured their heavens broke in copious showers upon the

community and a precious harvest was joyfully and grate-

fully gathered in.f And so the Lord lifted upon the peo-

ple the light of His countenance and caused Zion greatly to

rejoice. Thus the good work went on, and the church put

on her garments of beauty and strength. The J^ord of the

harvest blessed IIis servant with several seasons of in-

gathering of marked interest and power; -^wiXfew were the

years, during this long, happy and eminently successful

pastorate, when it was necessary to report, " no. addi-

tions." During this ministry of a little less than twen-

ty-four years, one hundred and forty-one united with the

church. Mr. Cross was a man decided in his convic-

tions, fearless in the utterance of truth, uncomprom-

ising in his orthodoxy, sound in judgment. He
•Deacon Moses Webster.

1 Forty-six were added this year and the next.

was
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also an able preacher and a faithful pat^tor. He exerted a

very potent and s.ilut.iry influence upon the people also as

to their social and educational interests. In short, what-

ever related to the liighest welfare of the community

he earnestl}' devoted the powers of his mind and heart in

promoting.

Rev. Ahijah Cross was born in Methuen, Oct. 25, 1793,

graduated at Dartmouth College, 1821, entered Andover

where he remained but four months, then leaving the

[
Seminary pursued his theological studies principally with

Rev. Daniel Dana, D. D., then of Londonderry, N. II.

He was dismissed from this church Jan. 2G, 1853, and

resided in town till his death, which occurred April 14,

1850.

Shortly before the dismission of Mr. Cross the long

standing difficult}'' between the church and the parish was

harmoniously settled, whereby the church and society be-

came the parish, and came into possession of all the

books and papers, also the fund known as the ''David

Webster fund." So each society was left to pursue its own
course without either seeking to impede the progress of the

other. The outcome has been peaceful and happy, and the

relations now existing are pleasant. Within three months

(April 21, 1853) after Mr. Cross' dismission, Mr. Asa Far-

well, of Andover, was ordained pastor. Prof. Austin

Phelps, D. D., preached the sermon, and Rev. Mr. Cross

gave the "charge to the pastor."

Mr. Farwell was born in Dorset, Vt., March 8, 1812.

He was a graduate of Middlebury College and Andover

Seminary. Previous to his coming here, he had been

Principal of Abbott Academy for ten years, and had

travelled in Europe. While abroad he wrote a series

of letters which were published in the Congregation-

alist.

Mr Farwell brought to his work a rich and varied ex-

perience, scholarly attainments, a gentle Christian spirit^

and genial manners. He entered at once heartily and
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earnestly into the labois from which liis predecessor had

just retired. The course of prosperty which hud attended

the former pastorate continued unabated. A convenient

and attractive parsonage was erected for the new pastor.

Three years later and the joyful sound of the Sabbath bell

was wafted on the morning breeze for the first time from

the steeple of the brick meeting house, the gift of Mrs.

Rebecca Webster.* A good degree of religious interest

seems to have attended this entire ministry, while special

revival seasons occurred in '54, '58 and '64. Mr. Farwell's

pastorate lasted nearly thirteen and one-half years, during

which he liad the great joy of welcoming to church mem-
bership eighty-six. He was dismissed Sept. 17, 18G6,

and went West where he had two or tlnee pastorates, and

is now residing in Ludlow, Vt.

One incident during his settlement here I cannot deny

myself the pleasure of relating. One of the ministers of

his time told me that once when tlie Association met with

Mr. Farwell they went out upon the hill a little to the rear

of the parsonage, and as he looked along the lines of the

hills and valleys, he said: "Yonder is a living exhibition

more perfect than I have ever seen of Waterloo, whose

name is forever destined to be in the memory and upon the

lips of men." And pointing out various places of interest,

he indicated that where Blucher's array was emerging,

coming along in freshness and triumph to turn the tide of

battle and to com[)lete the work which Wellington had

partly done to save Europe from a grinding tyranny

which had trodden it down for years.

On Oct. 9th, 1866, the church voted unani-

mously to invite Rev. Ephraim W. Allen to be-

come their pastor. The invitation was accepted

and he was installed Nov. 8, the same year. The

sermon was preached by Rev. R. T. Robinson of Winches-

•In Dec. of this year, 1856, Daniel Webster was chosen to the office of deacon. It is an

intereiting fact, that of the 19 deacons who have served the church, 8 have been of the name

of Webster ; and, that during its entire history there is a period of onlysiz years, ^hen

there was not a Deacoa Webster, viz : from i74i-»747.
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ter. Not quite two months had elapsed since the former

pastor was dismissed. Mr. Allen was the first and oidy

candidate. He was given a most hearty and cordial wel-

come hy the church and society. He comes to this field of

labor greatly enriched in mind and heart from years of ser-

vice in otlicr parislies, North Reading, Salem, and South
Berwick, Maine. The outlook is therefore most hopeful,

and the work of the church goes on without interruption.

The spiritual life of the church is quickened. Additions

increase in number each year, when in 1871a most pre-

cious revival season is enjoyed, and twenty-seven are

gathered into the church.

But not only did the people pray and sing, they were
also led on in giving and doing. In 1874 the work of re-

modeling and enlarging the meeting house was begun. For
them it was a great undertaking. But with determined

energy and remarkable liberality they went to work and
the enterprise was carried on to completion, and this

tasteful, commodious and beautiful audience room, with

convenient rooms below, adapted to Sunday school and
other church work, is the praiseworthy result. This was
accomplished at an expense of nearly $9000. The re-

dedication services wer6 on April 1, 1875. The pastor

gave a "historical statement;" Rev. S. R. Dennen, D. D.,

of Lynn, preached the sermon, and the late lamented Rev.

R. H. Seeley D. D., of Haverhill, offered the dedicatory

prayer. This happy and highly prosperous pastorate con-

tinued for nine and one-half years, in which sixty-one

were added to the membership of the church. Mr. Allen

was dismissed May 8, 1876,* He was born in Newbury-
port, Oct. 9, 1813. He graduated at Amherst College

1838, and studied theology at Andover and Yale, gradu-

ating in 1841. His next pastorate after leaving Haver-

hill, was at North Middleboro'. He is now preaching at

East Taunton.

•The dismisiing council sayi, "Brother Allen has proved himselt » good n«ri(;hbor, a u»f
tal citizen, an earnett Christian man, aa acceptable preacher and •uccessful pastor."
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On the 13th day of March, 1877, Rev. William Green-

wood, having received a call the previous December, wan

installed pastor. Tlie sermon was preached by Rev. L. II.

Blake, of Methuen. Mr. Greenwood, like his predecessor,

was a graduate of Amherst College, and of Yale Divinity

School. He had been pastor a little more than two years

of the Congregational church in Hatfield. Although

some of the people here experienced a severe struggle in

transferring their interest and affection from the retiring

pastor whom they had learned to love so dearly, and

in bestowing them upon his successor; yet by his genial

manner, his faithful and conscientious labors, and his

scholarly sermons, Mr. Greenwood soon won the confi-

dence and esteem of the people, and ultimately a warm

place in their hearts. And, although the pastorate ter-

minated within three years, we find this resolution

unanimously passed by the church. "That we grant

the request of our pastor for a dismissal, with reluc-

tance regreting the necessity of such a step, feeling

that he has been a faithful pastor with us." There

were additions to the church each year. A debt of

nearly $1000 was cancelled. Much of the work done

contributed toward making the succeeding pastorate pleas-

ant and prosperous. Having "a long cherished desire" for

"foreign travel and study," Mr. Greenwood resigned Oct.

12, 1879, and was formally dismissed Nov. 24. He remained

abroad till the following summer, and is now settled at

Windsor, Vermont.

On July 1, 1880, the church voted a call to the present

pastor.* The call was accepted July 21st, and five years

ago yesterday this church installed their eighth pastor.

Rev. Geo. B. Spalding, D. D., of Dover, N. H., preached the

sermon ; and Rev. John Pike, D. D., of Rowley offered the

installing prayer.

The beginning of this pastorate was under circumstances

•The present pastor graduated at Bowdoin College, 1873, and studied theology at An-

dover and Vale where he graduated 1877. He was pastor iu Milton, N, H., three years.
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for the most part favorable and promising. The work of

enlarging and beautifying this edifice was years ago com-

pleted. The church was not burdened with debt. The

people were united and ready to work in harmony. They
gave the new pastor a coi-dial welcome, an assuring confi-

dence, and a hearty support. He found them kind, gen-

erous and affectionate. And so from the first, until today

he has experienced increasing joy and delight in the pub-

lic services and in going from house to house. Although

during this period there has been no season of marked re-

vival, yet tokens of the Spirit's presence and power liave

not been wholly wanting ; and there have been conver-

sions of greater or less frequency. The work in the Sun-

day school has been carried on with increasing interest

and efficiene3^ As to benevolence the cliuich deserves

much praise. The noble record of the past has not only

been sustained, but the pastor has had the joy and privi-

lege of reporting a steady increase each year. Early in the

autumn of 1883, the pastor became convinced that he

could not in safety to his health and future usefulness,

longer continue the two preaching services on the Sabbath.

He presented the matter to the church. They acted

upon it immediately, and, without a dissenting vote,

passed the following, "That the afternoon preaching ser-

vice be omitted." This action was more to their credit,

because there were those who conscientiously believed

''The old way was better^ But out of kindness and sym-

pathy for their pastor they surrendered their personal pre-

ferences and raised no objection. The kind, considerate,

beautiful Christian spirit manifested on that occasion, and

in relation to the matter ever since (for not a word of

complaint from any quarter has come to the pastor's ear)

is deserving of the highest commendation. For many a

time a matter of far less moment than this has divided

churches asunder, crippled their energies and destroyed

their usefulness and influence for years. Here there was

not the slightest jar. By cheerful co-operation the morn-
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ing congregation; increased, the Sunday school was more
fully attended, and the Sunday evening service was better

sustained. For all of which pastor and people are de-

voutly grateful. But this is not a perfect church. Per-

haps I may say that Christians here are like those in

Oberlin, who were characterized by a speaker at the

meeting of the American lioard the other day as ''Per-

fect, imperfect and pluperfect," But through this long

course of years the work has been to overcome the

wrong and to cultivate th-e good ; and it is not «

boastful claim to say that an average success lias been

won. And we join most heartily with those who have-

passed into the church triumphant in heaven, in saying,

"Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name
give glory."

But we have reached the end of this long journey. We
have traced the way of Divine Providence with this Zion

for 150 years. We leave the past witli its trials, its sacri-

fices, and achievements, and turn our faces to the future,

as Sherman turned from Atlanta and began his triumpliant

"March to the Sea." May we give diligent heed "to quit

ourselves like men," and to "endure hardness as good

soldiers," that we may follow with "loyal hearts and true"

the great Captain of our salvation ; and so may we go

forth ever facing the celestial city, conquering and to con-

quer, till all within and around, be subdued to Ilini whose

right it is to reign. .And when the last great victory is

won and we come up before Him that sitteth upon the

throne, God grant that having fought the good "light of

faitK'^ we may receive that which is infinitely above the

richest kingly diadem, '•'The Crown of Righteousness"
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POEM,

BY M«S. CAROLINE M. MKRKIAM.

%

The montlis. the years, the hurrying years go by

"So swift we scarce can count them iu their flight;

But, pausing now and then, we backward hjok,

And lessons learu of patience and of hope.

One hundred years, and lifty more, ago,

Our honored fathers thought and planned and prayed,

And laid foundations strong and deep and firm
;

Foundations that were built of nothing less

Than God's owu Word, that Word that sUmdeth sure.

""rwas then, as now, no summer dream to live

For God, and build for heaven. But, when
The waves of trouble threatened to engulf,

God said, "Thus far. no farther shalt thou go."

God careth for His own, and guarded well

This vineyard that His careful hand had drest.

The sanctuary where our fathers prayed

Has turned to dust ; but fairer ones were built,

. And consecrated to the I^ord of Hosts.

Dear church upon the hilll Most beautiful

For situation, as the Psalmist saith,

If not "the joy of all the earth," the joy

Of scattered sons and daughters, who return

To worship in tliis dear, old home lo-day.

And now, within these hallowed walls once more,

Our thoughts will leave the present for awhile,

And v/ander back to days of long ago.

Swift raem'ry takes rae bo the Sabbath morn,

—

Sweet, quiet, blissful Sabbath, gift of God,

—

All nature clothed herself in beauty fair,

With op'ning bud and perfume sweet and rare.

The songs of birds seemed tuned to softer lays

To greet with gladsome joy this pearl of days.

The deep, low voice of nature bade us look

From flowers that fade and springs that must run dry

To fadeless flowers and living streams beyond.

No hurrying of the throngs along the streets;

No rushing trains, freighted with living souls,

Forever bent on pleasure or on gain,

Profaned the stillness of those sacred hours.

Naught then distracted, save the jarring notes

That sound within the soul, and sometimes mar
The sweetness of the holy hour of prayer.
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I hear the voices of the choir in praise,

—

"Welcome,, delitjhtful morn,

Thou day of sacred rest!""

The very words a4;tiBned our hearts to joy.

And stirred our souls to worship glad and pure,

Ofttimes the spirit of the Lord,, in this

Dear house of prayer,, so moved the worshippers-

That praise gave way to supplication strong,

While trembling voices* sui^ in accents low,

—

"Show pity. Lord! O Lord, forgive
;

Let a repenting rebel Hve;"

Maybe the peace of God, e'en then, began

To steal within the heart, while,

—

"Kock of Ages! cleft for me.

Let me hide myself iu TheeT'

Were earnest breathings of the new-born soul.

With what glad joy we lieard tlte promises

From God's own Book, and reverently listened

To the prayers of one, whose joy it was

To lead repentant souls to Ilim whose blood

Alone can cleanse from sin and save from death.

'Twas then our hearts were full, and from their deptlis

Burst forth this hymn of joy:

—

"Blest Jesus, what delicious fare!

How sweet Thine entertainments are!

Never did angels taste above

Redeeming grace and dying love."

With reverent feet we left the place of prayer,

Because we knew the Lord had met us there.

The Master has dealt kindly with this flock,

And sent us watchmen to defend, protect.

I turn to childhood's days, and see once more

The tall and stately form of him whose words,

To me, seemed heaven inspired.

I quaked beneath the terrors of the law,

And heard the thund' rings of Mount Sinai roll;

No "new departure" vexed his righteous soul,

But strong as adamant his faith was set

On man's free choice and God's electing grace.

His work well done, another strong and brave

Long years did service for the Lord he loved.

Not praise, nor blame, nor bribes could turn his feet

From the unbroken tenor of his way.
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His trumpet-call ne'er gave uncertain sound;

Tlie keynote tliat it struck, ''Tlius saith the Lordl"

Hearing the Master's call to wid'ning fields,

He gladly answered, "Here am I; send me."

God, not unmindful of His chosen llotk.

Another shepherd sends to feed and cheer.

He moved our hearts to seek the Lord anew,

And gird the Gospel armor firmly on.

Not Sinai's thrcat'ning voice alone he speaks,

IJut winning words of love from Calv'ry's cross.

The children's friend, he joyed with those who joyed,

And wept with those whose hearts were sore bereft.

Oh, blessed days! when God's own presence gave

A power and pathos to the story old—
The story of redeeming, saving grace.

'Twas then we felt those glad, refreshing showers,

That make the graces of the spirit grow.

'Twas then the waiting, willing soul confessed

Its yearnings after peace and holiness.

The years go by, and other lips proclaim

The Word of Life ; and other hands nmst reap,

And, reaping, sow again for fruitage late.

Strong for his work, and loyal to his Lord,

Was he who stood upon these sacred walls.

No heresy came from his pen, no half-way truths,

But "the whole counsel of the L^rd of Hosts."

He gave us "beaten oil," refined and pure,

And fitted bt^st for sanctuary use.

As true to God, and to his chosen work.

Is he who lifts the banner of the Cross

In presence of this ancient church to-day.

He makes their joys and griefs and hopes his own;

And, pointing souls to Christ, he leads the way.

How many faces here to-<lay I miss

!

I look around, but look, alas! in vain

For those whose presence made this place so dear.

They lived and toiled and prayed for Zion's weal.

And then went home.

Even now I see the company beyond

—

The fathers, mothers, friends

:

I see them as they used to sit in these same pews;

I hear them as they used to plead in prayer;

I hear the very songs they used to sing,

And feel the very pressure of the hand.

Are they not with us here to-day,

A joyous, sinless throng?

Do they not hear the words we say,

And join us in Our song?
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We question, but no answer conies;

Both faith and siglit arc dim:

But we are sure that God loves all,

And they are safe with IIin\.

The tears will come; but trustingly we'll say,

" 'Tis with the righteous well."

God changes not — blessed, eternal truth,

The same to-day as when our fathers sought

His face. The same a hundred years to come.

He'll watch His own; lie knows them all by name;
And Ilia dear presence will make glad this place

As years go by.

So may this dear old church upon the hill

—

WTiose very name we love— grow more and more
Like our blest Master.

And may He, who gave His people rest and peace,

Give work and joy and peace unto this flock,

Until the toiling, scattered church below,

Redeemed and saved, are gathered home.

REMINISCENCES FROM 1820 TO 1840.

BY MBS. ANN M. SWAN.

Whatever I may know of the church before Mr. Gros-

venor's settlement over it, was gained from my mother,

either directly, or listening to the conversations of friends

of like faith.

They ever spoke pleasantly of Mr. Adams, feeling that

the defection of his predecessor made it hard for him as

that influence lived on, not affecting the church so much
as those without, and was even more manifest after Mr.

Adams' death.

For twenty years from that event there is little to re-

lieve the darkness of the picture. Only in that time Dea.

Clark came into the parish and exerted untold influence

for good—and the ministrations of the missionaries Newell

and Judson, while at Andover, and in all the glow of high

Christian resolve.

In 1820-2, Rev. Thaddeus Pomroy, afterwards of Gor-
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ham, Me., labored with them for a considerable time.

Though I was only five or six years old I distinctly re-

member his pleasant voice and manner as he came to our

house. I infer that he was eminently spiritual, present-

ing the truth with much force and cleaness.

He boarded in Mr. Israel Carleton's family. Mrs. Carle-

ton was an active Christian, "one of those who walk in

white here on the earth."

'J'he history of this church, through the brief period of

Mr. Pomroy's ministry, was as the break of day after the

long and troublesome night. When he came the church

had few members—though a sister used to remark, "Dea.

Clark is a host."

Naming some I may remember as uniting with the

church at this time—you will mark the influence that fol-

lowed this accession. Dea. and Mrs. Joseph Webster, Mr.

and Mrs. Coffin, Mrs. Israel Carleton, Mrs. Daniel Emer-

son, Mrs. Low Bradley, Mrs. Smith, etc. My mother, by

reason of illness^ could not go to the House of God. A
third service was held at her home, when she and Mr.

Jedediah Pettingill were admitted to the church. How
vividly before my mind is that scene—the every look of

the participants. Mr. Pettingill's name will recall his

wonderful gift and adaptation in prayer; not able to hear

his own voice, who, that could hear it, would ever forget

its pathos.

Among those who succeeded Mr. Pomroy, as supplies,

I remember Rev. Messrs. Kenrick, Hobart and Dutton.

The latter organized the first Sabbath school in the parish

—and must have been in advance of his time, as he had

printed for the school, Topical Lesson Papers. Boarding

at our house, he would have me come to his study an hour

each day, and memorize what he had arranged (hinting at

one time that I could do better not to skip about so much.)

Rev. Daniel Lancaster, afterwards of Gilmanton, N. H.,

was with the church awhile. And I personally remember

no addition to the church between Mr. Pomroy and Mr.
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Gvosvenor; but Mrs. Isaac How, at this time, a delicate,

Bensitive woman; with no surroundings to encourage her,

took this most unpopuhar step alone. Child, as I was,

how I admired her Christian decision.

These sisters, with Mrs. Phebc Webster, one of the

faithful, and Mr. Carleton's eldest daughter, afterwards

Mrs. Ephraim Corliss, of precious menioiy, kept up from

Mr. Pomroy's time, a ''Missionary Society" aiding the

Ceylon mission.

My most distinct remembrance of Dea. Webster, who

lived on the "East" road, was his presence at our house at

a concert, aged and shaking with palsy. He came that

long distance, and plead with tremulous voice for the

nations sitting in darkness.

They had also a circulating library of such books as

memoirs of David Brainard, Harriett Newell, Henry

Martyn, those Cherokee Christians, David and Cath-

rine Brown, the writings of John Newton, Cecil, etc.

The month.ly concert, too, was observed Monday, after-

wards at private houses.

In the summer of 1826, I saw two gentlemen drive to

our door. One the Rev. J. W. Eastman of Methuen, the

other a stranger. Mr. Eastman's first salutation was, "Mrs.

Merrill, I have brought you a minister." And so it

proved, for it was Rev. M. G. Grosvenor, who was ordained

the December following. Great was the joy of God's peo-

ple to find it indeed probable that they were to have a

pastor.

Of course there was strong opposition, a union of all

forces against the church.

Although this pastorate was of less than three year's du-

ration, great advancement was made. Mr. Grosvenor was

a man of fine presence, fearless and with good abilities.

His second year here was marked by a season of deep re-

ligious interest. As to the important results of this in-

terest a few names will show ; Abigail Merrill, afterwards

Mrs. How, a woman of rare excellence, Dea's. Welch and
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PettingiU, Daniel Webster, with Mrs. Webster, and her

ijister and brother. To each of these sisters is given a son,*

"Nvho bears to you the emblems of the ''Holy Communion."

And that nwtSter who dwelt so many years in darkness

;

;as a daughter led her to a chair in the old square

jpew, the question would arise "How is it possible where

light is denied, that there be such a peaceful, happy face,"

not yet having learned that such illumination is from

within. The last admitted to tlie church in the old meet-

ing house were Mrs. WilHam Merrill and her daughter,

Caroline.

Of the violence of the opposition, the barring of the

church doors against us, the repairing to Dea. Clark's

for Sabbath service, I have no heart to write. A little

previously—one Sabbath noon—this good deacon, standing

in the deacon's seat, gave his last message to the church.

Attired in the long gown he was accustomed to wear in

warm weather, with white hair, and face almost as white,

but with eyes still clear and form erect—he said in effect:

''Possibly, our pastor must go; I hope not, but if so, don't

be disheartened. God has visited you once and again, has

revived and strengthened you. He will not forsake you

now. Only trust in Him and work in harmony and all will

be well." One could easily imagine tlie "Aged John"

couneeling his children at Smyrna.

The old meeting house had been long uncomfortable

as well as uncertain. Mr. Grosvenor counseled to "arise

and build." In the then state of the church, this de-

manded no little sacrifice, and much planning. But at

length these walls were raised, and though not entirely

finished, the house was occupied before Mr. Grosvenor left.

Allow me to mention another class to whom I feel we

are much indebted, in results most certainly.

Men in middle life or past, when Mr. Grosvenor came

here, who had been reared amidst the depressing influences

that surrounded the church, and so far as I know, did not

• W. H. Emerson and Eben. Webster.
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speak of their own convictions of religious truth or (Tuty,

yet when the test came, aeteil with the church. And all'

througli that struggle, and in the building of this house,

the settlement of Mr. Cross, secession from the parish— in-

all these, they went steadily witli tlie church. I wilV

name those that occur to me: Daniel Emerson, Isaac

How, Isaiah Webster, William MtrrilL Excepting Mrs,

Daniel Emerson and Mrs. How, I think there was no mem-
ber of the church in these families, indeed, some of them-

preparing elsewhere. Always with their fanMlies in the

House of God, and, although not partaking the joys

within the fold, ever seeming to guard it.

I will speak more particularly of Mr. Merrill, because of

better opportunities of knowing him. My elder brother

did much of the writing in coniKJction with the erection

of this house, and I remember the frequent consultations

with Mr. Merrill about it—as the raising of money, the

guarding of every point in the writings, etc. And when
in the early part of Mr. Cross' pastorate, and my younger

brother was interested—their many conversations about

ways and means for the support of the gospel, showing

his deep interest. Dear Uncle William ! if it is given me
to stand on Mount Zion above—I think I shall meet you

there, rejoicing that wife and children, every one, entered

the gate here.

In two of the other families named, I think all became

communicants. Now, in all human judgment these men
seemed quite as likely to remain with the parish. Let us

suppose that they did ; and, with their families, soon came

into the habit of lightly regarding the sanctuary, as wit-

ness the very limited congregations there these many

years, God's truth losing its hold. ^lost of their im-

mediate descendents have gone from this church to the

great company above ; but of the generations remaining

and in this assembly, who can contemplate such a

possibility without devout gratitude to God, that these

fathers yielded to His guidance.
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(I am reminded that these all were children of the covenant. On your
^church record follow those family nanus through the centuiy, and help
you celehrate.]

We come now to the tliirJ epoch in this score of years.

The manifest presence of Gud here in '31, tlie second year

of Mr. Cross' ministry. As before, and for the same reason,

•(the perjKituating of the truth in families,) we namesome
fJieads of families coming into the cliurch about this time ;

Mr. and Mrs. John Carleton, Mr. und Mrs. Ilaseltine. Mr.

and Mrs. Samuel GreenJeaf, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Nancy

Emerson, Mxs. Richardson, «tc. As yet tlie children,

those under fifteeu, liad not seemed religiously moved.

The schools needed attention, school houses were small,

uncomfortable, ovei'-crowded, (cannot add ill-ventilated.)

Mr. Cross was usually on the school board, and had charge

of the Parish schools. With others he labored for improv-

meiit in these things, with what result soon became ap-

parent. He knew every child,—always recognized each.

And who, that has years enough, has not seen his chaise

packed with the little ones going to or from school. At

his house with what cordial hospitality old and young

were welcomed. The sweet face that presided in that

house—cannot many of you now feel its kindly influence?

And have you not wondered, with that meagre salary, such

a home was sustained ?

Now, much as Mr. Cross wished to see his people social

and intelligent, the main motive was to bring these varied

influences in aid of those strictly religious, helping them

to early make the "great decision." And now look at

these families, and those that might be named, and note

how from time to time those precious fruits were gathered

in.

And now may I come from '40 to '85, and in spirit be

with you as you are assembled within these walls your

fatliers' builded, now greatly beautified. Surrounded by

this cloud of witnesses, who greatly desired to see this

day, with a pastor, yea, and pastor's wife, who are seeking

with loving assiduity to do God's work among you.
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May you, with fresh inspiration, go from this "Mount
of Vision" to take up anew the work these fathers ant!

mothers left for you, and wliich is awaiting eacli one.

LETTER,

fKOM HEV. ASA FAIJWKLI,, LUDLOW, VT,

The period during wliieli I was settled as pastor over

this church and people might be regarded, in some respects,

as a transition state. The struggles which the church had
experienced in losing their house of worship and parish re-

cords, had not entirely passed away. One of their num-
ber many years before, had made a generous bequest to

the church and parish, but it had not yet come into pos-

session, nor under their control. Its desired benefits were
still obstructed by the conditions of the "will" granting it,

and by technicalities of the law. But these difficulties, to-

gether with the strifes growing out of them, were one by
one removed during the first few years of my settlement,

and were so happily adjusted as to prepare the way for an

era of peace. The remembrance of old feuds appeared to

die out, thus quietly opening the door for a retuni of the

kindly intercourse by which a parish pastor, could, as of

old, feel that all the people within the limits of his parish,

were, in a sense, those of his own charge for whom he

could hopefully labor and pray. Efforts in this line were

prospered ; and the favor of Heaven promised to the "sons

of peace," did not fail to come as seemingly an inherited

blessing.

Another characteristic of the period in review, was

such as could not have appeared, in some respects, at any

other time in the history of our country. It was found in

the stirring events, with the demands made upoji the peo-

ple, during the late war. To those whose thoughts are

ulive to the occurrences then taking place, their needs no
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reminder. But to tlie j'ouiig, and those whose memories

of those events are growing dim, a brief notice may be in

point here. The traditionary history of Haverhill, Mass.*

would lead one to expect something positive and definite

from the inhabitants residing within the limits of any part

of her ancient boundaries. From the days of early Indian

wars, and the lieroism of Hannah Dustin, down through

every great event by which public interests were imperil-

led, lier history has all been in one line. And so when
the war of the great rebellion broke out, it needed not long

inquiry and search to ascertain what the drift of public

sentiment was, and where ready recruits could be found to

hasten to the scene of conflict. I cannot now vouch for

the precise number, but I recollect well that, near the

close of the war, there were numbered, by one who was

knowing of the facts, between sixty and sixty-five from the

limits of this parish, who either gave their lives to the cause,

or served faithfully in some parts of the different campaigns.

Of these ail we cherish an honorable and grateful remem-

brance. And of those who remained at home to sustain

and encourage, by their self-denying gifts and zeal, the

patriotic son or brother gone to the field of battle, there

are pleasant and grateful memories, which the present and

coming generations will not, willingly, let die. From this

church and congregation there went forth, in the early

years of the war to do brave and faithful service, young

men in the prime of their activity and strength, and

who were the cherished treasures of the home circle.

Some returned no more to enliven and comfort those

homes, giving up their lives for their country's welfare in

this great crisis. Others returned to the joy of their

friends, or were of those whose bodies were rescued to find

a resting place among kindred at home.

But it is the religious element that is more appropri-

ately to be noticed here. And it is greatly to the honor

and encouragement of this church, that there were those of

its members, in this juncture of its history, who went to

NEWBERRY
I I R D A DV
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the war, carrying with them and maintjiining while there,

much of that revived spirit of consecration which character-

ized so many of our soldiers in the tent, and on the battle

field ; especially in the last yeiirs of the great struggle.

Rev. Dr. Kirk, in his last published volume on "Re-

vivals and their history," speaks of this spirit as shown
among great numbers of the soldiers in tiie last war. In

his view it was a remarkable exhibition of divine power,

seldom if ever known to the extent it was then among

the soldiers, and in many of the churches of our country.

These facts, well understood at that tinje by those conver-

sant with religious interests among the soldiers, inspired

great confidence regarding the final triumph of right in tlie

contest, and gave assurance that divine power was en-

listed on the side of the oppressed, to work out their de-

liverance and bring immeasurable good to the nation in

the issues of the war.

There were seasons of marked religious interest in this

church during the years 1851 and 1836 ; and more especi-

ally in 1858, together with some hopeful progress in 18G0.

But in no year was the church revived and strengthened

more than in the year 1863, amid disturbances and com-

motions of war greater than at any preceding period. It

was manifestly a work of God. And the spirit of

consecration to his service, that was then exhibited, was in

nowise daunted by the overshadowing clouds of war.

With a serene faith in God it could see through thera all.

Some who are present will remember the Thursday night

prayer meeting at the house of brother Merrill, on the 8th

of July 1863 ; when the news was confirmed to us, of the

capture of that stronghold of the enemy which made way

for opening the waters of the Mississippi, and, at the same

time, of the crowning victory at the battle of Gettysburg.

It was with new consecration and devoutest thanksgiving

that we then sang, "Praise God from whoui all blessings

flow." But of the trials and blessings of those years of the

war the church records can give information more in de-
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tail. They were years to be had in remembrance to the

end of time.

One other thought has been prominent in my mind re-

garding this church while contemplating its past history.

It is that, in a somewhat retired locality such as this

church occupies, there may be found the most favorable of

moans and influences to fit the soul for a better world.

Our memories run over the list of those who ''through

faith wrought righteousness, obtained the fulfillment of

promises, out of weekncss were made strong and waxed

valiant in fight." There is no doubt that God has here

raised up many faithful ones to the honor of His name.

We cannot now make mention, by name, of these servants

of the Most High from among the old and young and those

passing away in the strength of manhood, who have here

"witnessed a good confession." But we feel that they

have a name that will shine in the upper firmament with a

brightness that shall outlast the shining of the stars.

Their graves remain with you as a most precious inherit-

ance. And when we inquire for the means and instru-

mentalties by which such results were secured through their

lives on earth, we find them in the truth and ordinances of

the gospel, which this church has steadfastly maintained
;

in the fidelity of this pulpit to the pure doctrines of the

Bible, and in the worthy examples of many of God's own

children here. To the young these reminiscences of the

past ma}' be both an incitement and encouragement to

a continued and higher well-doing. What has been of

substantial good and better attainment in Christian living,

may still be enjoyed and augmented through the infinite

resources of the author of the gospel.

There is one reflection, drawn from the past, which bids

each of us do, at our best, what remains to be done by us.

It is that, to all workers in the Lord's vineyard, '''-The time

is short.'''' Of those who took prominent part in the ser-

vices of my ordination in April, 1853, only one now re-

mains among the living. The moderator of the council
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passed away many years since. My predecessor in the

ministry here, who gave the cliarge to the pastor, the ha-

loved Hosford, who welcomed me with a cordial right

hand to the preaching of the gospel here and in the pul-

pits of neighboring churches; Dr. Foster of Lowell, who
gave the charge to the people; and Rev. Brother Page, who
made the installation prayer, have each been called to a

more exalted service, as we trust, on high. The venerated

Rev. Prof. Phelps of Andover, who preached the sermon,

alone survives of them all. And were he in hearing ou

this occasion, he would rejoice to know that, while he was

then, and has since been regarded as the "prince of

preachers," he had a higher testimony to the value of his

discourse on that day, in that it was owned of God in

causing impressions for good on some minds, which lasted

for many years. May he be spared long to speak his

words of wisdom and love as a guide to young preachers,

and a helper in their exalted work.

Like changes have taken place in the members of this

church. Of its officers at the time of my settlement,

the two senior deacons have gone to their reward ; and the

two acting officers with other prominent members at that

time, have either passed from earthly scenes, or have re-

moved to other fields of labor.

But these marks of change may and should be to the

true servant of God, only the joyful intimations that the

end of his pilgrimage draws nigh. A better service awaits

him, and more glorious rewards.

Nothing would iiave given me greater pleasure than to

be present and participate in the exercises of this anniver-

sary gathering of the friends and members of this church.

But I can only, with my companion, whom many of you

will remember as a faithful and efficient helper and sharer

in all my labors for this church and people, send our

heartiest congratulations for your present prosperity, and

our best wishes for the future. Always, while life lasts,

shall we retain siucerest affection for this people and grati-
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tude for their steadfast and hearty co-operation with us in

this first field of our labors. And our present prayer will

be that the present members, together with the generation

tHutfo shall hereafter come to take their places, may "go on

from strength to strength,^' to reap the divine rewards that

iire the sure inheiitanoe of the faithful.

LETTTER.

FICOM REV. WrLLIAM GKICKNWOOD, "WINttSOR, VT.

Kind Friends, One and All:
Were space and time really annihilated, warm per-

sonal greetings should take the place of this letter.

The prosaic fact is, however, that I am far away

in the Green Mountain State, fully occupied with extra

work. Under these circumstances this missive must

take the place of an after-dinner speech—that terror

of all good eaters, invented no doubt as a good^'-pre-

«ervative.

It is well known that the ancients were very particular to

preserve the unities of time and place, so I have charged

myself to remember this is your 150th anniversary ; but

upon consideration I find my memory goes back hardly

more than two-thirds of this period, and in fact, clear-

ly little if any beyond 1800. This is the more to be

regretted because those who have reached such an advanced

age naturally incline to retrospection, and esteem the

earlier years far more than the recent. Such, however, are

the misfortunes of people who aie behind-hand in starting

in life—we never catch up until it's of no use, because our

more fortunate competitors are still ahead of us,—in

their graves. It would be possible to open upon you

with a few pages of history bearing upon the "vast howl-

ing wilderness" or the "tomahawk of the savage," but as

plagiarism is particularly reprehended in clergymen, I
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abandon to others tlioso early clays when "Heaven lies;

around us."

Thus cireumscribed, my memory naturally turns to the

years of my ])astorate, datini^ from Deeember HG to No-

vember '79. Tliat is, you will understand, I87G-79, not

the century before.

Here recollections swarm—a host equal to that deseribecf

by Scott, when, in response to the whistle of Roderick

Dhu:—
"Instant through copse and heath, arose

Bonnets and spears and bended bows
;

And every tuft of broom gives life

To plaided warrior armed for strife.""

I recall the first night spent in the parsonag^e—and,,

by a strange coincidence, the last also—as marked by

one of the most terrific tempests we ever knew. The

wind howled as if to drive off the intruders, while

the masses of sleet clamored for admittance. Later

I learned to dread these blocking storm* because of

their inevitable diminution of our Sunday audiences,

I should hope to be more content now with the dis-

pensation of Heaven, remembering that even the stormy

wind fulfils His word. But the charming summer-

time was a season of gladness, when nature was en-

chanting and grace could abound, at least, in its dis-

pensation.

In common with all pastors we cherish very tender mem-

ories of those years. Manifold kindnesses " beyond de-

serving kind," were there. Sickness entered your homes,

leaving in cases not a few (some thirteen in number)

the dark shadow. The aged man, who had been among

the pillars, yielded at length to the conqueror; mid-

dle age had no might in the unequal conflict, and

the "breath of our flowers was sweet " to him.

Nothing is more surprising to a minister than the dif-

ferent esteem in which individual churches hold the same

means of grace. Your interest in and attendance upon the
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jtreparatory lecture was a continual delight a»id encourage-

anent ; while here, with the people more compact, so little

<ioes this service appeal to Chiistiaiis, we merge it in the

evening meeting.

Another peculiar fact may likewise be worthy of men-

tion, and introduce a special topic. It is that while most

people are accustomed to i-eckon ministerial success alone

by spiritual gains, real experience sliows that not infre-

quently circumstances necessitate entirely different results.

I came to you from a revival, from which some twenty

united with tite cluiroh in Hatfield before our leaving, and

4is many more subsequently. Had I been asked what I

hoped to do by which my stay should be remembered, the

answer would probably have been shaped by these blessed

experiences. As we look back, however, the one achieve-

ment, central in time and importance, connected with our

union, wiia the j,)<iyment of the oppressive debt incurred in

repairing the churcli edifice. Some time after

our arrival I learned it was nearly $4000. The

gift of 1 1000, by Capt. Jesse Smith, and con-

siderable sums by others, soon after reduced it

to about one half this amount. Then various payments

were made until $1000 was left in the early part

of 1878. But here the faith and patience of many

seemed well nigh exhausted ; the interest rolled up day and

night unweariedly; all legitimate methods had been em-

ployed and re-employed; people had lifted and contributed,

yet the mill stone was about our neck, a chief and perpet-

ual object of our church activity and life.

That was God's opportunity. One Saturday I was

riding home from the Centre, so immersed in thought I

took no notice of a carriage passed, and again repassed af-

ter stopping at the watering trough at the foot of youi

hill, until aroused by an involuntary exclamation from

those within. Tliere to my surprise were Rowley friend>

and a stranger, whom I was nut L.ng in recognizing as Mr.

Edward Kimball, the well known ehurch debt-raiser. A
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Rowley boy, lie had while on a visit there, learned frorra

friends our condition, and decideil that his work for the-

following Sunday, June 30, 1878, waa with the West

ehurch.

The sequel is known to most present,—^liow the people-

gathered for service as usual, totally igrworant, with few

exceptions, of Mr. Kimball's presence; how we were in

session from 11 a. m. to 3 p. m.; how of the nine to ten hun-

dred dollars needed to extinguish the dreadful debt, tliere-

was pledged $1403.00. Thus the ukuu load was laid off,,

and other slrglit an-earages brought up, the parsonage and

fence put in good condition, and some $^200 deposited in

the Savings Bank as a nucleus for a pipe organ.

None of us have forgotten, I am surer how full anJ

hearty was our praise meeting in the evening.

Then we hoped and labored for the spiiitual, especially

as the misunderstandings of the past had melted away.

Our evening meeting on Sunday was full of young peo-

ple, and full of seriousness ; but the joy of ingathering was

reserved for your present beloved p>astor, the man of our

choice, and at length, as you came to know him as well,

yours also.

My Sabbath work was very severe among you. As the

afternoon service was in force then, coming at 1.30, I was

on the stretch of either preparation or delivery from 8 or 9

a. m. to 3 p. m. And owing to the character of tlie third

service, as above described, I felt it necessary to exert my-

self fully as much as at either of the other services, thus

giving me virtually three sermons each week, of which the

last needed to be most vital and magnetic.

Thus, dear people and friends, my thoughts run oui But,

as others have their equally essential contributions

to your history, I must go no fartlier. These

relations of pastor and people are subject to all

the changes incident to mutable, mortal life, but the

sacred, Christian sympathies and affections survive, like

the souls experiencing them, superior to place and time.





ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES. 57

God be with you and richly bless your gathering this

day. Christ Jesus add to you in the coming years. The
Spirit of promise lead you to comprehend with all saints

the length, de])th, breadth of this love and life in

Christ.

"Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed."

Him we shall meet, and each other again, "By-and-by."

Cordially and sincerely, yours in the ministry,

William Greenwood.
To the West CongregatioHal Church and Society, Haverhill, Mass.

LETTER,

FROM REV. ISRAEL CARLKTON, LEBANON, OREOON.

It is with pleasure that I reply to your invitation to

add something to the interest of the 150th anniversary

of the church home of my childhood. It WQuld be

ungrateful in me not to appieciate the occasion

and send regrets that I cannot be present in

person, as I shall think of you and in some

way commemorate the day here. I am in doubt what to

write, so many things come in memor}'. The most sacred

ties that bind the heart, the most hallowed associations

of life, the brightes^t hopes that inspire the soul were

there formed. The religious family home, the weekly

prayer meeting, the old brick church, the family pew al-

ways to be occupied b}-^ the children, the choir, the annual

singing school, the parsonage whither once, I, a lad went

timidly with a turkey for Thanksgiving, the inquiry meet-

ing, the profession by union with the church, the dear

pastor, who tended the flock so many years ; whose heart

was made glad after years of prayerful waiting for the re-

vivial season. " The exchanges," those venerable men,

many of whom had passed through the great defection,

and bad stood faithful, supported by faithful Aarous and
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Hurs. It is a joy to recall the galaxy,—Withington, Page,

Lawrence, Twain, Oliphaut, Pliillips and others. Dear

brethren, in closing let me ask who knows the power for

good of a Christian church ? It is a light in time. It

works for eternity. I am only one of the many who
have gone forth from you, whose whole life has been

molded by a Christian home in your midst. The lives

are blessed, the prayers are heard, the gospel is the wis-

dom of God and the power of God unto every one that

believes. Train the children to be faithful to the church

of their fathers. Some of those present will doul^Lless live

to celebrate the 200th anniversary. Fare ye well.

Most truly yours,

Israel Carleton.
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PASTORS.

Rev. Samuel Bacheller, Ordained Nov. 5, 1735 ; Dismissed Oct. 9, 17G1.

Rev. Phincas Adams, Ordained Jan. 0, 1771 ; Died Nov. 17, 1801.

Rev. Moses G, Grosvenor, Ordained Dec. 27, 1S2G ; Dis. April 24, 1828.

Rev. Abijah Cross, Installed May IS, 1831 ; Dismissed Jan. 20, 1853.

Rev. Asa Farwell, Ordained April 21, 1853 ; Dismissed Sept. 17, 180(!.

Rev. Ephraim W. Allen, Installed Nov. 8, 18(iO ; Disnnssed May 8, 1870.

Rev. William Grcenwooil, Installed March 13, 1877 ; Dis. Nov. 24, 1870.

Rev. John N. Lowell, Installed Oct. 21, 1880.

DEACONS.

Nathan Webster,

Peter Ayer,

Samuel Ilasseltiue,

Stephen Webster, Cd,

Jolm Smith,

Thomas Webster,

Moses Webster,

Joseph Eaton,

Aaron Clark,

Joseph Webster,

Moses Webster,

Ezra B. Welch,

John Mitchell,

Daniel Webster,

Isaac Pettengill,

Amos Haseltine,

William H. Emerson,

Ebenezer Webster,

George Appleton.

Elected Nov. 9, 1735; died Aug. 10,

Elected Nov. 9, 1735; died —
, 1741.

Elected June 7, 1741 ; died March 5, 1773.

Elected April, 1747 ; died Dec. 15, 1793.

. Elected Jan. 31, 1771; died March 8, 1787.

Elected Jan. 31, 1771; died Dec. 31, 1781.

Elected April 19, 1782; died Jan. 27, 1827.

Elected July 11, 1785; died Feb. 10, 1805.

Elected Aug. 20, 1820; died March 3, 1829.

. Elected Feb. 1, 1827; died March 13, 18.>4.

Elected Feb. 1, 1827; died Sept. 20, 18r>8.

Elected Dec. 27, 1844; resigned Oct. 18, 1800.

Elected Dec. 27, 1844; resigned June 3, 18.50.

Elected Dec. 8, J850; resigned April 10, 1872.

Elected Dec. 13, 1800; died Oct. 20, 1872.

Elected April 10, 1872, for live years.

" June 28, 1877,

" Oct. 1, 1883, " "
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