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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE

THIRD VOLUI\IE.

Since from the uncertainty of the time

at which the courfe may be entered on by

different readers, it was impoffible the four

cccafional Sermons on the Spring, the

Harveft, the Nativity, and the Crucifixion,

(Kould be properly placed in it, they are in-

ferted before the concluding Difcourfe, that

the reader may turn to and introduce them

at the proper feafon, without further inter-

rupting the general line. For the Authour

has to reqvieft, that, as the whole courfe

was compofcd with a view to its being

regularly gone through, his readers would,

not only in juflice to the work, but for the

purpofe of rendering the contents of it more

a % eafy



ADVERTISEMENT.

eafy to be undeiitood and retained, take that

mode cf reading it, in lieu of feledting

each Sunday that Difcourfe which may
Urike the idea of the moment.

On reviewing the Lift of Subfcribers, the

Authour fufpeds there are fome miftakes,

but as he is not perfcdily acquainted with

the names and deiignation of thofe to whom
he has not the' honour of being perfonally

known, he could only copy them as they

ftood in the lifts made out at the book-

fellers, which he has faithfully done, and

trufts, this will plead for his pardon with

any one who may be im.properly defignated.
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SERMON I.

:\

'i^, T ix -..> o -v> U V

I Peter II. ii.

Dearly beloved^ I befcech you as Jira?igers

and piigrims^ abjiain from fiejhly lujis^

which war againji the foul.

T N the difcourfes lately read to you on the serm,
perfonal vices they have been confidered, i.

as they impel us to injure thofe conned:ed
^^^"^^"^^

with us in fociety ; but fince fome who are

unwilling to part with forbidden indul-

gences, deceive themfelves by imagining,

ihat they fo manage their intemperance, as

to hurt not their neighbours, and would

perfuade others of the harmlefTnefs of their

condud: ; it is necefTary further to reflect,

whether compliance with any inordinate

VOL. III. B defire



2 On Purity,

SERM. dclire does not naturally hurt the perfon

I. guilty of it ; and whether thefe delires do

not, in the words of the text, war againfl

the foul ?

The character in which the apoftle here

conliders Chriftians, fupplies an argument

for the condud: he has enjoined, which is

by no means fufficiently attended to. Were

men like the brutes that perifli, deligned

only for this life, had they nothing farther

to look to than this earthly habitation, ad-

monitions againfl indulgence here could not

juftly be prelfed beyond fuch reftraint as is

neceffary to keep them from trefpaillng on

others, or bringing temporal damage on

themfelves. But this being what might

properly be termed a place of education for

another flate, in which our everlafting fitua-

tion will be according to the fpiritual im-

provement we have acquired here, and all

who will not follow holinefs being exprefsly

debarred from entrance into the happineis

and glories of the future life, it is evident,

that to difcover the meafure of abftinence

2 necef-r-



On Purity. 3

ncceflkry here, we muft confider, what serm.

negled: of it will operate to our exchifion i-

from honour and felicity hereafter : and

from the fad: of our being only pilgrims

and ftrangers on earth, manifeftly arifes the

confequence of worldly defires and fleflily

lulls warring againft the foul.

Neither has this confequence, though

not fufficiently regarded by fome who

reckon themfelves among the faithful, been

always overlooked by the more avowed

patrons of vice ; they have feen, that there

is Something which juflice requires fhould

be punifhed, in creatures to whom their

Maker hath given underflanding, and a

confcioufnefs that they ought to obey its

dictates, ading in dired; oppolition to thofe

didates, and putting themfelves under the

fole government of their appetites. They

have perceived, that evil confequences might

be dreaded from a man's having his heart

replete with foul delires, and his mind

crowded with loofe and impure images

;

and that the common fenfe of mankind

B 2 will



4 On Purity.

SERM. will fuggcft a fear, that thofe who become

!• flaves to their lufts, are layino^ up to them-

felves a ftock of mifery for the whole future

duration of their exiftence. To counter-

act, therefore, the imprelTion of thefe things

on the human mind, they have propagated

the dodrine, that no other flate is to be

expected after this, and endeavoured to

make the multitude believe, that death is

an eternal fleep.

And (liould not this acknowledgement

alarm the Chriftian tranfgrelTor for the

foundnefs of his reafoning, when he argues,

that if he injure not others by it, the gra-

tification of his appetites cannot bring hijn

into condemnation ? Should it not influence

him to confider, what is the common

ground on which an apoftle of Chrift de-

clares, and the votaries of lin are induced

to confefs, that flefhiy lufts war againfl the

foul ?

The effeds of indulgeiice are fufficiently

vifible in the world, and human experience

amply



On Purity. 5

amply proves the alinoft unconquerable serm.

power of habit. Obferve to how dif- i-

graceful a ftate of impotence men are often

reduced by the former of thefe; how in-

capable do they become of fupporting, with

decent fortitude, the leall: difappointment

;

by what trifling circumftances are they
^

ftung with vexation ! What an abfurd

anxiety do they betray about things not

worth a moment's care ! and fuch is the

debility of mind which they have con-

trailed, that even from the enjoyment of

their favourite objeds, they receive but a

peevifh pleafure ! and now conlider, what

a preparation is fuch a debilitated flate of

foul, fuch a contraded reftlefTnefs, and un-

fatisfied difpofition for entrance into that

heavenly fociety, of which we are taught

the real followers of Chrift (hall be ad-

mitted members. But if indulgence in

particulars, not criminal perhaps in them-

felves, which partake not of uncleanncfs,

to which no impurity is attached, thus

weakens the powers of the foul, What

injury muft flie receive from pradticcs, at

B 3 the



6 On Purity.

SERM. the very commencement of which, her

!• fenfe of right and wrong is forcibly op-

pofed, and in the courfe of them her moral

tafte gradually vitiated by repeated fubmif-

iion to the lufts of the flefli ! That carnal

gratifications do in fad: debafe men*s minds,

turn tb.em from noble purfuits, bias their

reafonings, and obfcure their underftand-

ings, a little attentive obfervation will con-

vince you.

Mark to what meannefles fome who in

other refpedis manifefl an high fpirit, and

are indeed men of great pride, will fubmit;

with what companions they will difgrace

themfelvcs, to what infults they will iloop,

of what diffimulation they \\'ill be guilty,

when once enflaved by their inordinate de-

iires. We fee the moft honourable purfuits

given up, the nobleft profpe^fts in life re-

linquiihed, the clofefl conne6tions broken

off, and the nearefl:, and thofe which ought

to be the deareil: relatives, negle6led, for

the fake of undifturbed indulgence in fome

bafe gratification, of wallowing without

inter-



On Purify, ,'<y

interruption, like the fow in her mire. serm.

Yet did any man, think ye, ever begin his ^*

vicious courfe with intent to fubmit to fuch

thraldom ? No j having formed a plan of

proceeding no further in tranfgrelTion than,

he abl'urdly imagined, would, under his

own particular circumftances, admit of ex-

cufe: thinking to continue under the re-

ftraints of reafon practices which he com-

menced contrary to all reafon ; he yielded

to the dominion of paflion ; and when he

wanted to refume the command of him-

felf, found he had made mafters of thofe

he meant to be his flaves. Confcious of

his degraded fituation, and fearing, or hurt,

that others (hould remark it, his generous

love of praife, and dread of difgrace, are

contracted into a peevifh jealoufy left his

chara(fler fhould be refledted on, and the

native vigour of his mind is lofl, fcarcely

pr never to be recovered.

Behold, then, how in this fenfe flefhly

lufts war againft the foul, by bringing it

into a bondage fo -fevere, that although their

B 4 vidims



8 On Purity.

serM. vidlims fee the evil tendency of their own

^J* condu(ft, though they feel its bad effeds

on their reputation, their health, or their

circumftances, though diftrefs, poverty, and

ruin, ftare them in the face, unable to re-

train defires, the great impetuofity of which

arofe from their being at firfl cherifhed,

they are driven forward to the afflidions

which they forefaw, only after they had

deprived themfelves of the power of pre-

venting them. And mufl not minds thus

enfeebled, fouls thus debafed, be hopeful

candidates for glory in a future ftate, where

our qualifications for an honourable ftation

will be judged of by the fidelity we have

fhewn in ufing the powers entrufled to us

here : and our fitnefs to have any thing of

our own, by the ufe we have hitherto made

of that which was another's ? It is not,

therefore, the prefent eafe and honour of

the foul only againft which carnal appetites

militate, but againft her future dignity,

her everlalling happinefs.

To



On Purity. 9

To defcry, however, flill more ample serm.

evidence of this, let us more accurately ^*

confider the habits contra(5]:ed by thofe who
are led away by inordinate delires, and the

natural effects of thofe habits. We may
take the inftance in any kind of wicked-

nefs j the world will afford us examples of

every fort. Obferve, then, a man who has

yielded to the love of gain. See him not

ceafing from his endeavours to accumulate,

when he has acquired fufficient to provide

himfelf during the longefl term of days for

which he can hope in this world, not only

the necefTaries and conveniences, but even

the luxuries of life; but denying himfelf

all thofe gratifications as the means of

which only riches theirfclves are defirable :

toiling day and night, undergoing labour of

which his felf complains, to heap up wealth

which he is confcious he can never enjoy :

while neither the perpetual anxiety he fuf-

fers, nor his fenfe of the contemptible

figure he exhibits, nor his dread of the

fearful judgments of Him who has by His

apoftle declared, that covetoufnefs is idola-

try,
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SERM, try, can prevail on him to relinquilh his

^' habits of parlimony, or delift from the

purfuit of lucre.

Or, turn your attention to the votaries of

pleafure and diffipation ; mark the force of

the habits they have acquired; againft

which neither the admonitions of fricjid-.

ihip, the ties of natural affed;ion, the dread

of want, nor the fan(^ions of religion, avail.

Or, confider the fituation of thofe whofe

wretched ftate calls ftill more loudly for

obfervation, thofe, I mean, who abandon

themfelves to the moft profligate purfuit of

both pleafure and profit in the vice of

gaming. Among thefe ye may fee pcrfons

even of that fex whofe more tender affec*

' tions and delicate feelings would, we might

fuppofe, revolt at plans of ruin and fcenes

of treachery, relinquifh the domeftick at-

tachments, and become fo hardened by

cuilom, that neither the rebukes of thofe *

to whofe words they are bound to liften,

nor the calls of parental duty, nor remorfe

for contributing to pierce the hearts of

others
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others with afflidlion, nor even the publick serm,

indignation and contempt, can induce them i-

to refrain from giving their honour unto

others, and their years unto the cruel ; from

letting flrangers be filled with their wealth

;

and the labours of their hufbands or their

anceflors be in the houfe of a ftranger ; until

they mourn at the kft, when their flefh and

their bodies are confumed. But as the habits

of vice are obftinate, fo are their effefts

forcible : among the firft ot thefe may be

ranked a difinclination to every better pur-

fuit, a decreafe of horrour at further degrees

of guilt, and necelTarily, a diflike to all

moral inflrudtion and all the truths of reli-

gion. Neither is this the utmofi: of their

extent j for as the views of the foul are

debafed, fo is the light of the underftand-

ing obfcured ; the quicknefs of the concep-

tion being blunted, and the foundnefs of

the judgement vitiated. Hence the vain

babblings of the profligate againft the doc-

trines of the Gofpel, the nonfenfical argu-

ments they run through to perfuade them-

felves and others, that they may fin, and

no
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SERM. no harm happen unto them : hence their

!• contemptible creduhty in the cafes of fo

many falfe pretenders to knowledge ; hence

the readinefs with which they embrace the

French philofophy ; hence their diflike to

the facred writings, their neglect of the

aflemblies of the church, and their averfion

from hearing that they have fouls, which,

indeed, are not in the road to falvation.

Thus doth fin block up every path to

amendment, and obftruft every avenue to

repentance fo completely, that though the

Lord be conftantly working around them,

thofe who yield themfelves in bondage to

fiefhly lufts cannot perceive Him, until He

fpcak to them in thunder. The pure in

heart only can fee God. It is no matter of

furprife, therefore, if thofe whofe hearts

are replete with foul imaginations, and

whofe inclinations fet upon the low enjoy-

ments of the earth, cannot comprehend how

it Ihould be His will that men (liould live

Ibberly, rightcoully, and godly, or that

none (liould partake of His falvation, or be

admitted
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admitted to His kingdom, who is not serm.

cleanfed from all iniquity. No wonder if ^*

thofe who can figure to themfelves no future

liappinefs for which it is worth while to

abflain from the gratification of the bodily-

appetites at prefent, can form no idea of a

ilate of perfect blifs, from whence all their

favourite pleafures are baniflied. But it is

manifefl, that if men of fuch habits were

even admitted into the fociety of the blelTed

above, far from deriving fatisfa(5tion from

the pure employments and fpiritual conver-

fation of fuch, the holinefs of their com-

panions would be a reproach unto them,

and the abfence of every objcd: in which

they were accuftomcd to find plcafurc,

would make Heaven itfelf no Heaven to

them. And thus again, do flefhly lufls

war againft the foul

!

Having hitherto enquired how the lufls

of the flefli war againfl the foul by affect-

ing its powers, rendering it unfit for the

dignity and honours of a future flate of

glory, and incapable of participating in the

happi-

0^
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happinefs of that heavenly kingdom, even

were it admitted to an inheritance therein,

let us confider, how they do the fame by

leading men to tranfgrefs the divine com-

mandments.

That every kind of impurity, even that

of thought, is forbidden by the Gofpel, I

need not go about to prove ; nor that obe-

dience to the laws of God is a fpecified

condition of our attaining to the life of the

world to come. Ye fcarcely need be re-

minded of our blelTed Lord's anfwer to him
who alked, what good thing he fliould do,

that he might have eternal life. '* If thou

Wilt enter into lile, keep the command-

ments :" or of His comparifon of every

©ne that heareth His fayings, and doeth

them not, to a foolifli man, who built his

houfe upon the fand : neither of His apof-

tle's declaration, which both ftates plainly

what are the works of the flefh, and the

penalty on doing them. *' Now the works

of the flefh are manifeft, which are thefe

;

adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, lafcivi-

oufnefe,
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oufnefs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari- serm.

-ance, emulations, wrath, ftrife, ieditions, i«

herefies, eiivyings, murders, drunkennefs,

revellings, and fuch like; of the which I

tell you before, as I have alfo told you in

time paft, that they which do fuch things

fhall not inherit the kingdom of God,"

After denunciations fo plain and pofitive

as thefe, whence can arife the abfurd imagi-

nation, that any thing lefs than fincerely

breaking off our fin by repentance can pre-

vent our being excluded from that glorious

inheritance, unlefs it be from the pernicious

fuggeftion of the fame tempter who faid

unto the firft woman, when flie urged the

divine prohibition of eating from the tree

of the knowledge of good and evil, " Ye

(hall not furely die?" In liftening to this

affurance of the father of lies, (he daringly

and ungratefully charged her Crcatour and

only Benefactor with unkindly laying a

needlefs reftrairit on the works of His own

hands : and doth not every man wha, either

by word or aftion, denies the neceffity or

import-
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SERM. importance of the Gofpel-precepts of purity,

^^\^^ in like manner charge God foolifhiy ? Does

he not withdraw himfelf from the protec-

tion of his Maker, and madly fignify, that

he can look better to himfelf? Whether

men will own it, whether they fee it or

not, this is in reality the declaration which

they make when they knowingly tranfgrefs

the divine commandments ; and whether,

after that, they will be admitted to partake

in the divine promifes, or be delivered from

the wrath to come through His proted:ion,

whofe guidance they have already defpifed,

they may judge from paft occurrences.

All the wretched reafonings of the pro-

fligate in excufe for his offences might have

been urged by our firft parents ; their fin,

they might have faid, would hurt nobody

but themfelves : and the Devil his felf had

fuggefled to them, that there was no great

danger in venturing to indulge their appe-

tites ; flill the threatened fentence overtook

them, and the lofs of Paradife and immor-

tality immediately followed that of inno-

cence.
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cence. And whofe perfonal experience con- serm.

tradid;s this leflbn? Reafon from what i-

comes daily before you. Will your bodies

continue in health without care ? If ye

conceive that without your making ufe of

the powers He has given you, your Crea-

tour will preferve you from diforders, have

ye not hourly proofs of the contrary ? How^

many are now lamenting their own folly in

not more carefully attending to the admoni-

tions they received in their younger days,

not to lay up for themfelves pain and lick-

nefs in their old age ! And how vain do

all their lamentations prove to alTuage their

fufferings ? Apply this reafoning to the

cafe of your louls : perpetually are ye re-

proved, rebuked, exhorted and called upon

a thoufand ways, not to do thofe things in

this flate, which w^ill bring mifery on you

in the next ; and if ye continue deaf to all

the motives (fo much more weighty than

that of avoiding bodily and temporary fuf-

ferings) which are urged to perfuade you

to refrain from what will prove your con-

demnation hereafter, will not the permitting

VOL. II r. c you
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SERM. you to fuffqr the evils with which ye were

I. threatened, be a dilpenlation of the fame
'""^"^^^'^^

juftice, which leaves the carelefs in regard

to the health of their bodies, to undergo

the confequenccs of their own folly ? Or

who can deliver you from thefe fad confe-

quences but He who is Lord, as of this,

lb of the world to come ? And is not this

He, whole fervice, thcrle who follow iieflily

lufts, have negletfted, whole commandments

they have trampled under foot, and whofe

promifes and threatenings they have equally

defpiled ?

This particular of our being, by right

of creation, fervants of God, and our having

been again made fo by the being purchai'ed

with the blood of Chriil:, feems to be

fi:range]y forgotten by many who profefs

/ themfelves Chriltians : for, furely, they

cannot be ignoranf, that it is expeded in a

fervant that he be found faithful. Yet

what is his tidelitv, who, inflead of honeftly

exerting his abilities, and employing his

time in his mailer's fervice, waftes both m
riotous
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riotous living? What is theirs who never serm.

think but accidentally of their conne(ftion ^*

with their Lord, and render Him only the

forms of homage ? Who, inftead of feri-

oufly applying their minds to confider what

work He hath appointed for them, or how

they may moft acceptably perform His

charge, do, by fpending their days between

idlenefs and diverfion, prove that they are

lovers of pleafure more than lovers of God ?

When men confider only their temporal evils

which the purfuit of their pleafures may
bring on them, and indulge themfelves as

far as they can without incurring thefe,

they plainly manifeft a total difregard to

the divine cenfure and approbation ; and

thus, by bringing them into the condemna-

tion of thofe who love not God, and obey

not the Gofpel of Chrift, do their lufls war

againft their fouls.

The multitude of vidims to the luft of

the fleili, and the luft of the eyes, and the

pride of life, warrants a prefumption, that

incn are eafily drawn afide bv thefe enemies

c 2 of



20 On Purity,

SERM. of their falvation, and thus manifells the

^' neceflity of exerting all tlie powers of felf-

reftraint which we poffefs : as well on ac-

count of the encroaching nature of vice, as

of the proofs hereby afforded of the fre-

quent execution of the divine menace, that

from him who ufes it not, fliall be taken

away even the little grace he has. Is it

not, from this defertion and deprivation of

the divine illumination and afliftance, that

we fee fuch inftances of abandoned vice ?

Surely it is through this that fo many are

deaf to every admonition, dead to all fhame

of their profligacy ; and though they feel

the divine judgements beginning to fall on

them, in the difgrace, the difeafes, the dif-

freffes they undergo, proceed with feeming

fearleffnefs to draw down final condemna-

tion on themfelves. Surely it is through

the o-radual diminution of the true lio^ht in

the breafls of the wicked as their provoca-

tions encreafe, that we fee fuch encreafing

difference between one who continues in

innocence, and another who embarks in

fin. Compare two females who have taken •

thcfe
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thefe different courfcs. I do not mean ye serm.

lliould fingle the inftance of vice from the ^*

OLitcafts of fociety, common proftitutes

:

there are, alas ! fufficient infbances without

defcending to them : and ye will fee in the

one fuch an acquired blindnefs to the evils

that hang over her, fuch infenfibility of

the criminality of having yielded to flefhly

lufts, fuch a lofs of that delicacy and de-

cency of fentiment which remain unim-

paired in the other, as will fuiter you no

longer to doubt, whether in this fenfe too

flefhly lufts do not war againft the foul.

Or, laftly, compare two perfons of thefe

oppofite charaders in their laft fcene in this

life; I mean their death beds: and examine

whether there be no difference in their hopes

and in their qualifications ior crowns ot

everlafting life and glory in another Hate.

Coniider which has paifed as a pilgrim

through this world, and appears going to

receive from that Lord for whofe fake he

fuffered afiiiction and reproach, the reward

of a faithful fervant, that of admillion into

the joy of his Mafter ; and which has no-

c 3 thing
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SERM. thing but defpair remaining : and fee the

^* foul of one riling triumphant as the de-

parture from the body approaches ; and that

of the other already dead in trefpaifes and

lin, expecting nothing but evcrlafling death

from his paft llibmillion to flelhly lufts.

And as ye would prefer the former of thefe

lituations, endeavour to preferve, or gain

purity ,of heart. Every breach in which, ye

have feen, rapidly encreafes, admitting a

train of evil delires, which, fpite of the

ignorance or fophiftry of thofe who, ac-

cording to the hardnefs of their hearts, heap

up for themfclves indignation againft the

day of the jufl judgement of God, do really

war againft the foul : affured, that although

Heaven and earth pafs away, the words of

Chrift fhall not pafs away, but this decla-

ration of His apofcle ftand faft for ever,

*• Without holincfs no man fliall fee the

Lordr*

SER.



SERMON II.

ON THEFT AND FRAUE),

Ephes. IV. 28.

Let him that Jiole Jieal ?m more : but rather

let hi?n labour y working with his hands the

thing which is good^ that he may have to

give to him that needeth,

T F we may judge of the general ftate of serM
morals in the ancient Heathen world, by n,

the nefarious crimes countenanced and prac-

tifed by thofe who have ever been elleemed

the wifeft and beft among their philofo-

pliers, moll: wretched mull it have been,

indeed, at the time when the difciples of

Chrifl: went forth, and preached among the

nations the neceility of repentance unto life,

c 4 There
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There exifted, it is true, laws in the feveral

communities for the fecurity of the perfons

and property of men : but when the grolTeft

impurities were encouraged by the pre-

tended examples of their feigned gods, and

the aiflual pradiice of their moil efteemed

teachers, the licentioufnefs of the lowxr

ranks in the gratification of their pafTions,

muiL have been fuch as to have placed

multitudes of them in perpetual need of

thofe fupplies which fober labour alone can

give j and we know, from what we at pre-

fent fee in the world, that thofe who are

abandoned to fenfual pleafures, are often not

very nice as to the means by which they

provide themfelves money for their extra-

vagance. The fuggeftion thrown out in

the text, therefore, that before their em-

bracing chriftlanity, the crime of theft was

among the Gentile converts neither uncom-

mon, nor deemed fo heinous as in truth it

is, is accounted for by circumftances that

mufi: in all probability have exifled, and

alfo have called for the precept that contains

it, '* Let him that ftole fteal no more."

And,
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And, I would I could add, that the neceflity serm.

of reminding Chriflians that there is fuch ^i*

a commandment ceafed with that renera-

tion ! But, alas ! fuch on the one hand is

the want of a juft notion of the facrednefs

of property, and on the other the hypocrify

of men, in calling Chrifl Lord and Mafter,

while they pay little or no regard to His

words, that even this commandment is

tranfgreffed by multitudes among us : and

it is requifite to reprefent to them, both the

guilt of theft, and that various practices

which they are accuflomed to difguife with

a better name, do in truth partake of it.

This then I fiiall endeavour to do before

vou in the followincr difcourfe, adding- to

the obfervations neceflary for this purpofe,

fome on the means of avoiding all tempta-

tion to d'Qionefty, and of enabling ourfelves

to be ufeful inftead of mifchievous mem-
bers of fociet)^ recommended by the apoftle

in the text, ** But rather let him labour,

working with his hands the thing which

is good, that he may have to give to him

that needeth."

Now
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Now theft itfelf confifting in taking

away the property of others againft the will

of the owners, fully to difcover the guilt

of it, we muft coniider the facrednefs of

property ; which arifes from its heing de-

rived originally from the gift of God. For

He having made all things is the firit

owner, and fupreme Lord of whatever

exifteth ; and having diflributed among

His creatures various gifts, bleilings, and

poiTeilions, whoever feizeth or withholdeth

any of thefe from one to whom they belong,

without the authority of the firil Giver, or

the confent of the party itfelf, to which the

Creatour has, in fome cafes, given full and

abfokite dominion over what it polfelTes,

rifes in oppofition to the difpenfations of

God, and fruftrates, as far as in him lies,

His ordinances. While to confirm and fe-

cure this difpenfation, the Lord having alfo

added His exprefs prohibition, " Thou

fhalt not fteai !" the crime of the thief

is two-fold ;• firll, that of diflurbing the

order which God hath eflablifhed in the

world j
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world j and, fecondly, that of diredtly op- serm.

II.
poliQo: His poUtive commandment.

Gonlider the fubjedl under this view of

it, and ye will eafily difcover the futility

of all the excufes made for this tranfgref-

fion ; as well as the prophanenefs of thofe

babblings of the weak and the wicked, who
deny the unequal diftribution of property

in the world to be the difpenfation of it's

divine Governour, and thus prepare the

means of juftifying a new partition of it,

whenever the needy have power to feize the

poireflions of the rich.

Still, however, the advocates for open

robbery and pofitive theft are but few in

comparifon with thofe who are found ready

to defend and to prad:ife, what comes little

behind them in criminality ; the various

frauds I mean pracftifed by men in their

dealings with each other. When a man,

by a falfe account of an article of trade,

obtains from another a greater fum for it

than he is confcious it is worth, Is not this

taking
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SERM. taking from him by Health that with which
n- he did not mean to part, and for which he

is paid no equivalent ? And is not the fame

in reality a theft ? 1 know that the cuftoms

of trade, and other arguments, fpecious

perhaps in the eyes of thofe who wifli them

to be true, are urged in j unification of the

advantages thus taken ; But if by a falfe

promife, or a feigned tale, a man be de-

frauded of money or goods, the offender is

acknowledged by all to be a rogue, and to

merit the penalty of the laws ; and wherein

do the cafes differ ? Does the tradefman

fpare affurances of the value of his goods,

or is he without ftories in their praife ? Of

juft fo much then as he thus gains beyond

their juft value he defrauds the buyer ; and

is guilty of robbery, aggravated by the in-

gratitude and treachery he returns for the

confidence with which his reprefentation is

accepted.

In the numberlefs cafes in which advan-

tage is taken of the ignorance of the young

or inexperienced to overreach them, and

where
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where the imfufpicious minds of the ere- serm.

duloiis are impofcd on, (however fome of ^^•

thefe modes of obtaining money may be

countenanced by the example of many of

thofe who call themfelves the fafhionable

world) the fame charge of a breach of the

eighth commandment will jnftly lie. For

when a man has his property taken from

him by means to which he not only has not,

and would not have confented, but which

he has not even fufped:ed, Is it not flolen

from him ?

What I have iaid of the criminality of

obtaining an higher price for articles of

trade than they are really worth, is fo

manifeftly applicable to felling them defi-

cient in due weight or meafure, that it may

appear unneceflary to notice this offence

feparately, as partaking in the guilt of theft.

But fuch is the blindnefs of men to their

own faults, that one who having been im-

pofed on in the purchafe of a piece of fine

linen, complains of the iniquity of the

merchant of whom he bought it, will re-

turn
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turn to his own houfe, and there, without

remorfe, retail wine and ftrong liquors in

meafures manufacftured on purpofe to de-

fraud. Hence it becomes requifite to ftate,

that the portion which is thus holden back

from the purchafer, who pays for full mea-

fure, is in fa6l Holen from him, and how-

ever common may be offences of this kind,

no one guilty of them has yet profited by

the lefTon of the apoflle, and learned to

kbour, working the thing which is good.

Neither let it be imagined, that the fmall

value of what is thus unfairly taken from

each individual, exculpates the offender.

For this plea, however commonly ufed in

excufe of thofe petty thefts, fuccefs in

which encourages the guilty to proceed to

greater, until feized by the hand of juftice,

and the frequency of which perpetually

difturbs the fecurity, and interrupts the

comfort of fociety, is in itfelf highly ab-

furd: fince a man has the fame exclufive

right to every part of his property, as he

hath to the whole ; and whether you take a

fum
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fum from his treafury, a bottle from his serm.

cellar, or a ftake from his hedge, you ^^'

equally deprive him of fomevvhat that is

his own, and thereby become a thief and a

robber. And if you are in his fervicc, if

vou fill any domeftick office under him, this

your fituation, inftead of lelTening, encreafcs

your crime ; and by pilfering from your

mafter, you add treafon to your theft.

True it is, that to deprive a man of much
that belongs to him, is a more cruel d^^^,

a more atrocious crime, but were it \<tU

than the value of a fingle mite, he is a

robber who takes it, becaufe it is not the

value of the thing taken, but merely the

depriving him ot what is his own that con-

liitutes the oifence. Otherwife, miferablc

indeed would be the cafe of the poor, iince

their Imall pittance would lie open to every

plunderer, and the little value of it tend

only to juftify the invaiion.

Neither, -manifeflly therefore, can the

imagined or real wealth of the perfjn

robbed excufc the theft. But how then

fnall



32 On Theft and Fraud.

SERM. fhall the circumftaiice of any thing taken

^^' belonging to a nation in general, or any

lefs fociety, render blamelefs the perfon

who has furreptitiouily obtained it ? Yet

the multitudes of frauds that have been

perpetrated, the enormous plunder 'which

has been made with this only plea to diftin-

guifh them from theft, almoft exceeds the

bounds of common calculation. The con-

ne6tions and the rank, as well as the craft

of thofe who are guilty in this refpe(ft, oft-

times fland between them and ju-ilice, but

whatever be their flation, their criminality

may be encreafed, but cannot be diminifhed

by it, their true chara^ers are flill thofe of

fome of the vilefh of mankind, and the

epithets that juftly belong to them are flill

the fame: they are in truth not elevated,

but concealed by honours ; not dignified,

but difguifed by titles.

Difficult, indeed, would be the talk of

enumerating all the pradiices by which, on

the one hand, the community is defrauded,

or on the other, individuals are impofed on,

6 while
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while the offenders would conceal even from serm.

themfelves, if they could, the iniquities
^^'

they commit, by applying to them the

gentle names of perquifites of office, cuf-

toms of trade, and the like. Suffice it to

add to what has already been faid on this

point, let every man fo prove his own work,

that he may have praife not of men, but of

the Lord. And let us now turn our thoughts

' from this difguff:ing view of human wick-

ednefs to that method which the apoftle

recommends as a remedy againfl: all real

temptation to invade the property of others :

*' Let him labour, working with his hands

the thing which is good.'*

The moff: powerful plea that a thief can

urge for mercy is, that he was impelled by

want to commit the depredation : this pica,

therefore, St. Paul has completely obviated,

by admonifliing us of the duty of that,

which, if honeffly followed, will keep a

man above want ; and a little obfervation

will convince you, that the fate of thofe

who become vi(5tims to publick juftice for

VOL. III. D this
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5ERM. this crime, may generally be traced to fhc

^^J:!^
neglecfl of fober labour. The fentence ori-

ginally pronounced on man, that in the

fvveat of his face he fliould eat bread, ilill

lies fo on the race, that the greater part of

the world feel their wants encreafe as they

ceafe from working. " I went by the field

of the flothful, fays the wife man, and by
the vineyard of the man void of undcr-

ftanding ; and lo, it was grown over with

thorns, and nettles had covered the face

thereof, and the flone wall thereof was
broken down ; then I faw, and confidered

it well : I looked upon it, and received in-

ilrudion. Yet a little fleep, a httle ilumber,

a little folding of the hands to fleep. So

Ihall thy poverty come as one that travelleth;

and thy want as an armed man.'* As it

was in his days fo it is in our own. The
habitation of the flothful may Hill be diflin-

guifhed by its ftate. Has he a garden, it is

an uncultivated defert, the hedge torn up,

the ground overrun with weeds ; in his

houfe, poverty flares through the broken

lattice; his children, ignorant of all but

j^ their
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their father's example, wander idle in the seIrm.

flreets, or roam about the fields, pilfering ^^*

from their more opulent neighbours what

may preferve them from that cold and

hunger, againft which his labour fhould

have defended them : his perfon you may
know by the liftlefs gait, and tattered gar-

ment; his goods go piece-meal to be

pledged ; and fhould charity fend him a

dinner for his family, he has neither velTels

or fuel to drefs it. Now when to relieve

himfelf from fuch preding neceffities, the

wretch proceeds to lay his hands on his

neighbour's property, Is it not his own
idlenefs that has created the temptation ?

and would not labour have kept it both

from his door and from his heart ?

I fay from his heart, becaufe thofe who
are properly employed, have not time to

think of evil; and becaufe through want

of being fo it is, that many of higher rank

are reduced to that point of neceflity which

forces them on unwarrantable means of en-

D % creafing
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creafing their fiibdance. For although a

man be not compelled to feek his daily bread

by manual labour, is there nothing in which

he can employ himfelf either for his own
improvement, or the benefit of fociety ?

Yet when ufeful purfuits are not embraced,

to prevent the weight of time, and obviate

that tedioufnefs which attends total idlenefs,

a fucceffion of diverfions, or a round of

company, is fought after, and the great

expences attending thefe, foon impoverifh

even the wealthy; and reduce them to

ftraights, to dehver themfelves from which,

thofe in whom nothing (liould be feen but

what is generous and great, who (hould be

the nerves ot the country, connecting the

moft diitant parts with the head, defert their

natural fituations, their family feats, and

conceal themfelves in an hired apartment,

from, the notice to which their rank entitles

them, or part with their independence for

the fake of profit j if not fubmit to be

guilty of practices which lower them to

-the' level of a fwindkr.

In
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In truth, whether he be found, among serm.

the high or the low, the rich or the poor, ^^•

an idle man is the peft of ibciety : and great

would be benefits refulting to mankind, if

the rulers of this world would execute the

apoftolic recommendation, ** That if a man
would not work, neither fhould he eat,"

For the encourao-ement f^iven to idlcnefs is

not the only evil ariiing from the negled:

of this, but w^hat others fuffer from the

want into w^hich the indolent fall, fhould

alfo be taken into confideration. How many-

families are reduced to mifery and the ex-

tremity of want through the idlenefs of the

heads of them ! How many men come in

their old age to be fupported by the charity

of their parifhes, who, had they laboured

in their youth as they were able, would not

have needed the affiftance of others in their

declining years ! And is it honcfl, even in

the common fenfe of the word, for a man

to wafle his time and ftrength when he is

confcious the doing fo will render him a

burthen to others ? Yet is there not reafon

to fear, that* many in this country either

D 3 refufe
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SERM, refufe to labour, or idly fpend what they
II- do earn, in tKeir youth, with this very

view? that is, from the knowledge that

their pariflies are obliged to fupport them,

when they are impotent, if they have no-

thing to maintain themfelves ? And is not

this (hamefully abufmg the charity of the

nation ? Or can the bread thus unnecefla-r

rily taken from others, fome of whom have

fcarcely fufficient to feed their own fami-

lies, be faid to be well acquired? Let, then,

thofe who are yet in the prime, or the

vigour of life, timely confider, what dif-

grace they will lay up for themfelves, nay,

to what cenfure they v/ill juftly be expofed,

if they, negleding to employ the powers

they now have, are, through this, hereafter

reduced to throw themfelves on their neio-h-

hours for fupport.

I do not mean by what I have now faid

Xq recommend any thing in the leaft incon^

fiftent with our blelfed Lord's command-,,

pient, " Lay not up for youffelves treafures

pn earth/' pod forbid that any thing I
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{w^gt^ fliould be interpreted as advice to serm.

omit the leaft opportunity of doing good ^^*

for the fake of laving for the morrow

which may never come, in contradiction to

the doftrine of our divine Mafter. We
know that the Lord will deliver him in the

time of trouble who provideth for the (ick

and needy ; and the holy pfalmifl teftifies,

that in all his experience, he never faw the

righteous forfaken, or his feed begging

their bread. And to this fecurity of the

divine protection the apoftle fcems to allude,

when in the text he recommends working,

not to lay up in ilore what may not be

wanted for our own immediate fupport, but

that we may have wherewithal to give to

him that needeth. And although it may,

at firft light, appear fcarcely necelTary to

recommend to thofe who are fo well dif-

pofed as to be inclined to impart of their

earnings to others, that thofe earnings fhould

be honellly acquired, yet recoiled: ion of the

inconliftent charad:ers fometimes met with,

will convince us, that there are who want *

D 4 to
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to be reminded, that if they run in debt

with one perfon, that they may give to ano-

ther, they are, in fact, charitable with other

people's money, and are giving to him that

needeth that which is by no mean well ob-

tained. Nay, there are even thofe who

imagine that the end will juftify the means;

and that if it be to fupport the helplefs, or

relieve the poor, they are not to be con-

demned for the methods by which their

money was gained. A dod:rine fubverfive

of every principle of righteoufnefs, and

which our apoftle has, in anodier place,

exprefsly condemned. To a world, then,

in which fuch maxims are but too preva-

lent, the caution to labour only at that which

is good was highly neceffary : and the num-

bers of thofe who fupport themfelves by

miniflering to the vices of others, fhould

be reminded, that they are gaining only X.o

their own deflru(5tion. for when fuch

come to offer their facriiice to their Lord,

however coftly it may be^ What is it but

the price of guilt ?

When
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When a nan, touched with remorfe for serm.

iniquitous pradices of which he has been ^^*

guilty, after relinquifhing them entirely,

lincerely wifhes to repair, as much in him

lies, the wrong he has done ; but through

the changes wrought by death, or other-

wife around him, can find no one to whom
he fhould make reftitution, and therefore

diflributes the produce of his unjull deal-

ings in charity as a teflimony of the reality

of his wifh to reftore them ; one would

hope the offering of an heart thus fincerely

penitent would not be rejed:ed as abomi-

nable; but in any cafe lefs il:rong than this,

the offerer of unfair gains may well ffand

in fear of receiving an anfwer like that of

the Lord by His prophet Ifaiah, ** I hate

robbery for burnt-offering." For however

thofe who continue in fin may be ready to

give, glad to diflribute, it is ftill the facri-

fice of the wicked which they offer, and

that is an abomination to the Lord: And

how much more if it be given with a

wicked heart ! As it is, when men ima-

gine they can thus cover their fins, bribing

Heaven,,
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Heaven, as it were, for pardon. Or, when

their fins have left them, not they their

iins, or, when they have continued in the

gains of righteoufnefs, until they think

they have fccured enough, to imagine that

that God will accept what they chufe to fet

apart for an offering, is it not in the words

of holy writ to think, that He is even fuch

an one as theirfelves ? The very worJft

generation of the Jews fcrupled to put the

price of blood into the treafury of the

temple, but among us the price of a foul

corrupted to its everlafting deflrudion, is

by fome thought an offering that can be

accepted. How ignorant, how brutifli muil

thofe be, who entertain fuch imaginations !

He who would become the fervant of the

God of purity, muft be pure his felf,

*• Becaufe it is written, Be ye holy; for I

am holy." And the only hope the thief,

the extortioner, the unfair dealer in any

way, and every one who has worked at that

which is not good, has of attaining to re-

pentance unto life is, to give again that

which they have robbed, to wafh their hands

in
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in innocency, and cleanfe their hearts from serm.

iniquity, and fo go to the altar, receive the n.

cup of falvation, and call upon the name

ai the Lord.

SER-





SERMON III.

ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TONGUE.

St. Matt. xii. 36.

But Ifay unto you^ that every idle word that

men fpeakj they Jhall give accoutit thereof

in the day ofjudg?nent : for by thy words

thou foalt be jufiified^ and by thy words

thou Jhalt be condem?ied.

'T^HESE words ftand at the clofe of serm.

fome obfervations made by our Lord m*
on offences of the tongue; and the lafl

claufe of them, ** for by thy words thou

Ihalt be juilified, and by thy words thou

(halt be condemned," feem to refer to His

preceding declaration, that, ** Out of the

abundance of the heart the mouth fpeaketh."

Since
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SERM Since the criminality of the words mani*
^^^* feftly proceeds from the corruption of the

heart by which they are fuggefted ; and as

long as the language of the mouth conti-

nues to be bad, fo long it is plain, fome

foulnefs remaineth in the heart. And this

obfervation may well ferve as an anfwer to

' thofe who would afk, why it is declared,

that our words fhall clear or condemn us,

whereas, in other parts of Scripture we are

told, that men fliall be judged according to

their works ; and there is oftimes a con-

iiderable difference between words and actual

deeds ? For the words, whatever they be,

prove the real Hate of the mind j fince, if

they be fincere, they certainly do fo ; and

if they be not fincere, they at once prove

its falfehood. It is not, therefore, only by

the mifchief which they do to our neigh-

bours, that our tongues may bring us into

judgement, but by the proofs they yield of

the wickednefs of our hearts ; and, under

this divifion, I (hall now confider the guilt

which we may contrad by our words.

The
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The blafphemy of fome of the Jews, who serm.

afcribed the miracles of our Lord to the m.

power of Beelzebub, gave occafion to the

declaration of the text ; and although no

profane fpeeches whatever do, as profane,

merit the lenient title of idle words, we

fometimes meet with men who utter fuch

without feeming fcnfible of the full import

and real criminality of their fpeeches ; and

under this view of them fuch may well be

called idle words, as being fpoken without

the fpeakers giving themlelves the trouble

of refledling on their real fignification and

tendency, ere they delivered them. But

ftill this very negligence betrays an heart

by no mean duely impreffed with rev^erence

for that divine Being whofe name or dif-

penfations are thus profaned, and, confe-

quently, are not fitly difpofed for the king-

dom of Heaven. Now among fuch fpeeches

are to be numbered, all refled:ions on the

providence of God, and the truth of His

revelation ; the lail: of which are near akin

to the offence cenfured by our Lord at the

time He fpake the words before us, fince

he
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he who doubts the truth of the Gofpel,

quefi-ions the reahty of the miracles wrought

in its fupport : all flighting fpeeches in re-

fped: to the importance of religion, all

irreverence, quotations and applications of

infpired writings, and the placing of any

thing relating to the worfhip of God in a

ridiculous light. And while fuch words

betray an heart ftill defiled with thoughts

and principles evil and falfe, they alfo affedt

the hearers of them, who perceiving the

utterers of thefe bold fpeeches not to be

immediately punifhed for them, thence take

courage to follow the fad example : and

thus the divine forbearance to the guilty,

without which they muft perifh, does itfelf

add to the number of their crimes ; fo com-

plex are the chains of fin, fo intricate the

toils of Satan ! But this evil confequence

may follow every kind of idle words j to

the particular fpecies I am now noticing

there is another attached. Of the reftraint

which religion puts upon their paffions men

generally wifh to get rid, and, confequently,

they eagerly catch at every idea that tends

to
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to lighten the weight of its authority, or serm.

to leflen the importance of its fandiions ;
^^i*

hence it comes to pafs, that on a mind

hefitating between virtue and vice, a random

reflcd:ion, an inconiiderate word, will make

an impreffion which the fpeaker neither

expected nor intended j and one idle expref-

fion determine a foul to purfuits leading to

everlafting deftrucflion. Let any one who

doubts the danger of fuch an effedt, recoi-

led: how often his own refolutions have

been determined by the meereft trifles ; how

often, when inclination led the fame way,

the leaft appearance of a reafon, the leaft

fhadow of an example, has fixed his choice;

and he will then fee the necellity of bridling

his tongue, if he would wifli to keep clear

of the guilt of thofe who caufe others to

offend. If he would wifh to avoid being

covered with the juflefl confufion, the befl

grounded terrour on the arrival of that day,

when men (hall give account of every idle

^^•ord which they have fpoken»

VOL, III. The
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The words of Solomon, " He that hideth

hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth

flander, is a fool," by expreffing an evil

purpofe of heart in thofe who are guilty of

thefe crimes, removes them at once from

the clafs of thofe mentioned in the text to

one of deeper criminality : and thus flander,

in whatever fliape it appears, under what-

ever form it endeavours to difguife itfelf,

betrays the exiflence of malevolence in the

heart, hideed, as it in general fprings

from envy, the wifli to conceal a motive

which would fo furely difcredit every re-

port of the tongue actuated by it, impels

the flanderer to aflume fome falfe appear-

ance, under which he may deliver, with

lefs danger of deted:ion, the did;ates of that

paffion which rancours in his heart. Some-

times it is furprize at things fo unexpected

happening that forces the flanderer to break

the bonds of filence, and give a detail of

what has never happened at all. Some-

times his indignation at vice will not fuifer

him to be mute, but leads him carefully to

delineate enormities that have not been com-

mitted;
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1

mitted : and at others, even fympathy itfelf serm.

is pleaded for dwelling upon the feigned ,i/Ij,

errours, lofles, or crimes of his neighbours.

Nay, do we not fometimes fee from that

which, with juftice and a penetration pecu-

liar to itfelf, the law of Mofes forbad,

countenancing a poor man in his caufe,

occafion is taken, under the fair femblance

of difguft at tyranny and oppreffion, to

vent againft a fuperiour malice that has

been long brooded in the heart; and his

motives are mifreprefented, his adiions mif-

conftrued, and his charadter vilified, not for

the oftenfible reafons then given, but for a

grudge of ancient date. And before the

Judge, who fearcheth the reins and the

heart, will fuch words, think ye, tend to

juftify or condemn the utterers ?

The fame queftion may well be repeated

in the cafe of thofe who, with malicious

pleafure, propagate the evil reports they

hear of their acquaintance. It may, per-

haps, be true, that they repeat no more

than they have heard ; what tliey have fo

E 2 heard
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heard may likewife be true : But what mult

be the heart of him who can fpeak with

pleafure of his brother*s fliame ? Can it be

the refidence ot love and good-will ? Or if

his words indicate the abode of fomething

verv different from thefc therein, when the

judgement diall lit, muft he be juftified or

condemned by them ? Thefe are points

well worthy the ferious coniideration of

thofe who, while they partake not in the

ingenuity, yet Ihare in the guilt of the in-

ventors of fcandalous tales, making them

their own by the confidence with which

they repeat them. Small would be the

circle in which the raifer of a mifchievous

report could his felf fpread it, it is by the

retailers of it that it is carried to the extent

to which it reaches ; gradually enlarging

itfelf like military commands, firft to tens,

from tens to hundreds, from hundreds to

thoufands, and from thoufands to tens ot

tb,oufands ; until the original authour of the

fcandal is loft in the multitude of his part-

ners in guilt ; and the reputation ot his

vi(ll:ini is generally defamed. Various, in-

deed,
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deed, will be the motives of different indi- serm.

viduals in this multitude for the propaga- m-

tion of the tale : while fome are evidently

impelled by envy, and others manifeftly

guided by malevolence, fome are acftuated

by the lame motives in a lefs degree, even

down to that proportion in which they are

almoft concealed from thcmfelves ; and, in

others, the report truely becomes idle words,

being uttered merely to fill up the paufes

of converfation, without confidering the

truth or the falliiv, the good or evil ten-

dency of what they fay. Yet all this while

the characfler of the fubjed: of the fcandal

is fuffering ; and after, perhaps, he has feen

and acknowledged, and repented of the fault

that is fo much blazed abroad, cenlure con-

tinues to be heaped on him without rc-

morfe; and neither the feelings of his

friends and connections, nor the injuftice of

loading with invecftive one, who no longer

deferves reproach, can ftop the wordy tor-

rents of thofe babblers, who are (killed in

little other labour than that of the lips.

E 3 I doubt
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1 doubt not but to fome perfons thefe,

which are daily offences of common con-

verfation, may feem too trifling to deferve

notice; but nothing is fo among thofe

whofe duty it is to llrive to go on to per-

fedlion ; and although trifling indeed are

the chara(5ters of thofe idle perfons, who

wander about from houfe to houfe, as tat-

lers and bufy bodies, fpeaking things which

they ought not, yet it may, I conceive,

reafonably-tbe doubted, whether they do not

hereby nearly as much mifchief to fociety

as they are capable of doing; and Can they,

think ye, be juftified by having done no

more than this ?

We often hear people reproaching them-

felves for not having thought before they

fpake, and lamenting the confequences of

their words, when it is too late to prevent

them; and the very frequent infl:ances of

this would, one might hope, ferve as a

caution to others againfl: repeating the fame

folly. But, alas ! almofl: daily are the proofs

we receive of the juflice of the apofl:le's

obfer-
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obfervation, that the tongue fetteth on fire serm.

the courfe of nature. For, who can reckon ^^^'

up the fecret animofities, the open quarrels,

which are occafioned by the mifmanage-

ment of it ! In fa(5l, to one who attentively

confiders it, the effed; of words upon the

human mind feems beyond all eftimate :

not only the deep offence that a word unad-

vifedly fpoken will give, calls for our at-

tention, but the whimfical temper that men

betray in their refentments on this poLiit

fhould imprefs on us the neceflity of cir-

cumfpe(5lion. For, ftrange as it may ap-

pear, experience, I believe, will prove, that

it is not at reflections on their moral cha-

rad:er that men fliew the greateil indigna-

tion j a reproach on their judgements, their

taftes, and even thofe for which they are

leaft" of all anfwerable, their perfons, is

much more eagerly relented : while even

thofe who are not quick in quarrel, feel no

lefs fenfibly on fuch occafions ; and the

hearts of the gentle and inoffenlive are

wrung by words, which, if fpoken with

intention to produce all their effects, would

E 4 manifcfl
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s^RM. manifefl fad bitternefs of fpirit ; but evea

i^^- when uttered without that, betray a very

reprehenfible difregard to the peace and

comfor' of others,

There is a generation who feem to delight

in giving vexation where they think they

may fafely do it ; you fee them perpetually

perfecuting, with poignant ridicule and cruel

jefls, individuals, from whofe temper or

abilities they imagine themfelvcs fecure

againft the retort they merit. You hear

them propagating tales to make fuch appear

ridiculous ; and leading them into embar-

raflment by feigned information. What

difpofition of foul, then, do the w^ords of

thefe men indicate ? Surely not a charitable

one in themfelves : neither do they tend to

promote the growth of it among others.

Their mofl: common excufe is, that they

were but in fport. But to fport with the

fufferings of others is, under tfiC moft

favourable interpretation, the characSler-iiHck

pf him to vyhom Solomon applies it, '* As

ji madman who cafleth firebrands, arrows,

^n4
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and death, fo is he that deceiveth his neigh- serm.

hour, and faith, Am I not in fport ?'* And ^^^•

the errours into which they lead thofe

whom they make their dupes, may, with

great eafe, thus give rile to difgufl, animo-

lity, and contention. And can we fuppol'c

the authours of fuch evils will be juftified

by their words ?

If not, however, what fhall w-e think of

the tale bearer, for thofe are the natural

fruits of his labours ; fo much io, indeed,

that the wife king feemeth to afcribe the

continuance of flrife exclufively to him;
*' Where no wood is, there the fire goeth

out : fo where there is no tale bearer, the

ftrife ceafeth/' (Frov. xxvi. 20.) And in

another place; " He that covereth a tranf-

grcffion, feeketh love ; but he that repeateth

a matter, feparateth very friends.'* Nay,

the divine lawgiver his felf faw fufficient in

this pracftice to require an exprefs prohibi-

tion; and we read, in the i6th verfe of the

1 9th chapter of Leviticus, *' Thou flialt not

go up and down as a tale bearer among thy

people,'*
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people/' coupled with, " Neither (halt

thou ftand againfl: the blood of thy neigh-

bour," and fupported by that folemn and

fublime claufe of authority, ** I am the

Lord." If we may judge from the multi-

tudes of miflakes of the kind, it is a very

difficult thing accurately to reprefent to ano-

ther the words or the deeds of a third per-

fon : and individuals differ fo much not

only in their modes of expreffion, but in

their conception, that it feems almoft im-

poffible, that a thing given at fecond hand

fhould not vary in fome meafure from the'

original j yet that troublefome generation

who tell of fuch things as pertain not to

them, are generally confident that they re-

peat them as they heard them; and thus

are kindled flames of contention that at

length alarm the authours of them, and

lead them to afk, with all the vacant wonder
of the fool, Who would have fuppofed

what they did fo innocently would have

produced fuch confequcnces ? For I am
far from meaning to infinuate, that all tale-

bearers are guilty of intentional mifchief

;

be
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be it acknowledged, that their words are serm.

only idle words, yet fince thefe are for- ^^^'

bidden, they are, while uttering them,

doing that which is unlawful ; and if, by

committing this, they occafion evils which

they never intended, it highly becomes them

to consider, whether for fuch evils they

may not juilly be called into judgement.

The fame flimfy excufe of meaning no

harm, is pleaded by fome, who take ftill

greater liberties in fpeech ; and we hear

men convi6ted of falfehood urge, that they

did not intend to hurt any one by what they

faid : but even if they affirm, as others

will boldly plead, that their objedl was to

do good thereby, fo far from making a

found defence, they are only confeffing

themfelves guilty of what the apoftle fo

flrongly reprobates by aiTerting, that jufl is

the damnation of thofe who fay. Let us do

evil that good may come. How much lefs

then, when they break the divine com-

mandment. Lye not one to another,—for the

feke of appearing to be endued with wit,

or
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SERM. oi* poiTefTed of fome excellence which they

III. have not ! Thefe are far from idle words

being uttered on purpofe to deceive; and

with the multitude of others that are fo, to

conceal faults, avoid anger, or gain favour,

when brought to accompt in the day of

judgement, muft tend to condemn thofe

who are guilty of them of lying lips, and

a deceitful tongue. Indeed, thefe laft often

contain falfe accufations of others, either

diredily made, or conveyed in hints not to

be mifunderftood ; or by affuming the merit

which in truth belongs to others, rob them

of their due rccompence, and are really

breaches of the ninth commandment.

Neither among mere idle words are to

be ranked that fooliili talking and jefting,

which the apoftle lays, become not Chrif-

tians ', converfation, I mean, replete with

thofe coarfe jells and obfcene images in

which the profligate and lafcivious delight

to deal. When m.en ul'e grofs expreffions

without appearing to be fenfible of the in-

decency of them, What is this but a mark

that
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that they have deftroyed all fenfe of purity serm.

from their minds? and if they are fenlible m*

of what they utter, How foul muft be thofe

hearts, from the abundance of which pro-

ceedeth an almoft continued ftream of filth i-

neis ? The mifchief perpetrated by men

of this charadier is not limited to the con-

fufion with which loofe difcourfe covers

the innocent and modeft : from caufing this,

perhaps, they are, in many cafes, careful

to refrain; but both their words and example

tend to the corruption of the young, to en-

courage them in vices to which they are

already too much inclined, and to enflame

their appetites which are already difficult

to be controuled : And how fhall thole

words be juftified which caufe one of the

little ones that believe in Chrill to offend ?

The worft of thofe which can jullly be

termed idle words, are fuch as while we

doubt whether we fhould utter them or not,

bscaufe the nature of them feems undecided,

we yet deliver in the mere wantonnefs ot

fpeech. When, therefore, we are fo little

fcrupulous

8
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fcrupulous of running the hazard of a

crime, if we adlually commit one, Can we
wonder that we fhall be called into judge-

ment for it ?
** In a multitude of words,'*

faith Solomon, " there wanteth not fin."

And if we confider the vanity of the opi-

nions, the badnefs of the maxims, and the

falfity of the affertions, which great talkers

deliver, we fhall fee fufficient reafon to

aflent to the juftice of the obfervation; and

particularly fo in regard to that profufion

of affeveration which they ufe, protefling

by every thing that fhould be facred, the

truth of the moil unimportant matters. In

fine, crimes of the fame kind, although

not of the fame degree, and mifchief of the

fame fort, although not of the fame extent,

are committed by the idle babbler, as by

the intentional offender; and fince we are

warned againll the evils of this praftice,

we are, in the pureft juftice, anfwerable for

whatever we may occafion by neglecting

the admonition. Let it therefore fink deep

into your minds, that '* death and life are

in the power of the tongue : and they that

love
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love it fhall eat the fruit thereof." That serm.

** he that can rule his tongue fhall live
^^^*

without flrife : and he that hateth babbling-

(hall have lefs evil. Rehearfe not unto

another that which is told unto thee, and

thou (halt fare never the worfe. Whether

it be to a friend or a foe, talk not of other

men's lives ; and if thou canft without

©(Fence, reveal them not. If thou haft:

heard a word, let it die with thee; and be

bold, it will not burft thee." Remember,

that trifling in fenfe as may be the muIti-#

tude of words that are fpoken, they are far

from trifling in their confequences ; fince

by them it will be determined, whether we

are worthy to be admitted to an inheritance

in that everlafting kingdom of purity, peace,

and righteoufnefs, which is ready to be re-

vealed : and as ye would not rifque your

final lot on the babblings of an heedlefs

tongue, let the folemn words of Him from

whofe mouth your lafl: fentencc mufl: pro-

ceed, ferve you as a perpetual admonition

to circumfped:ion and reflraint. *' But I

2 fllV
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SERM. fay unto you, that every idle word thatt

^^^* men fpeak, they fliall give account thereof

in the day of judgement : for by thy words

thou flialt be juftified, and by thy words

thou (halt be condemned."

SER-



SERMON IV,

ON COVETOUSNESS.

4i-

ExoD. XX. 17.

Thou JJdalt not covet thy neighbour*s houfe

;

thou Jha/t not covet thy neighbour's it^ife,

nor his man-fe^'vant , nor his maid-Jcrvanti

7ior his oXy nor his afs, nor arty thing that

is thy neighbour's.

TN the fad lift of thofe vices which St. serm.

Paul hath forewarned Chriftians fliould, ]^^

with unbridled licence, overrun the world

in the perilous times of the laft days,

felfifhnefs and covetoufnefs hold the firft

places j
*' This know alfo," fays that moft

vigilant minifter of Chrift, *' that in the

laft days perilous times fhall come. For

men fhall be lovers of their own felveSj

VOL. III. F covetous,
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SERM. covetous, boafters, proud, blafphemers,*'

Jv. and fo on. It is true, an ingenious difpu-

tant might here demand, " In what age

have not men been fehifli and covetous ?"

But tiie words of the apoJftle plainly point

to a peculiar prevalence of thefe vices, and

that in a degree which fhould affect the

general fafety of believers ;
*' Perilous

times fhall come."—Days of difficulty and

hazard.

The true and important queftion there-

fore is, Have we ourfelves lived to fee times

of this defcription ? And as this is the

proper queftion to be afked, fo is it one

that is eafily refolved. For can we not of

our own knowledge teflify, that licentiouf-

nefs is rifen to fuch a height, and apoftacy

from the faith become fo common, as to

multiply the temptations, and encreafe the

difficulties of thofe who would yet continue

in the dodlrine of the Gofpel ? Have we

not feen a very numerous nation publickly

renounce chriftianity, and put many who

would not join in the general impiety, to

death,

9
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death, for their adherence to religion ? And serm.

have not the two vices which ftand at the i7* .

head of the catalogue left us by St. Paul,

had a very great influence in producing this

ftate of things ? Conlider what firfh opened

a door to the confufion, the exceflfes, and the

miferies, that have overrun that wretched

land ? What firft took off all the falutary

reftraints that regular government, a fenfe

of religion, and rcfpe(fl: for authority im-

pofed on the paffions of its inhabitants ?

Was it not the defire of fome individuals

to fupplant others in the dignities and the

emoluments they pofTelTed ? And what was

this but covetoufnefs ? What gave rife to

the do(ftrine of equality, but the defire of

thofe who had little, to partake of what

belonged to thofe who had much ? Or

what has caufed the fame doctrine to find

fo many favourers in our own country, but

an evil eye at the fuperiour power, or more

ample pofTeflions, of thofe who are greater

or richer than theirfelves ? The leaders of

the guilty, it is true, hold out other pre-

tences for their conduCl: : but this they do,

F 7, bccaufe
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gERM. becaufe the publication of a motive fo foul,

1"^^ would doubtlefsly prevent their fuccefs

;

not becaufe they have any repugnance to

own their difregard of the precepts of reli-

gion, fince thefe they are infane enough

moll: openly to deride. To this more ex-

ceeding finful point of fin, many of their

followers, we may hope, would not wil-

lingly accompany them ; but being deceived

by reafonings cunningly devifed to miflead,

they have, ere they were aware, been fe-

duced to act dire(5lly contrary to His laws,

whom they ftill own for their God and their

Saviour ; although they would be unfeign-

cdly {liocked at thinking they had prefump-

tuoufly trampled on His commandments.

For fuch then, and for others, who, with-

out timely admonition, might fuffer them-

felves to be brought into the fame fituation,

left any fuch teachers ftiould come among

you, I fliall now invcftigate the divine pre-

cept contained, in the text, and fhew how

totally inconiiftent with it are thofe levelling

doctrines which fuch various means are

vifed
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ufed to inftil into the hearts of the people serm.

of this land. ^^*

This commandment, ye know, ftands the

laft of the ten ; and it feems to have been

there placed, becaufe obedience to it is a

fure mean of fecin-ing a compkat compli-

ance with thofe that precede it : fince he

who does not covet his neighbour's wife,

or his neighbour's goods, will fcarcely pro-

ceed to adultery or theft. It appears here,

likewife, as the feal of Heaven to the

facrednefs of property ; and gives the fanc-

tion of God Almighty to that exclufive

right which every man has over all that is

his own; whether it be much, or whether

it be little. On which account it feems to

be but a natural ftep in the progrefs of vice,

for thofe who have once embraced princi-

ples deftruftive of this right, to proceed to

deny the authority of God Himfelf, againfl

whom they have already rebelled in fadl.

And in what mufl: this courfe begun in

covetoufnefs end but in mifery ? Or if all

men were to give way to this vice, (and if

y ^
one
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SERM. one may pradice it without guilt, furcfy

^i7' all may) Would not the earth exhibit only

a fcene of rapine, murder, and inexpreffible

diftrefs ?

It is under the pretence of friendship to

the lower ranks of men, that the propaga-

tors of the dodlrine of equality endeavour

to forward their fyftem. But mark the

fruits of this fricndfhip in the natural order

in which they arife; or, in other words,

obferve the curfe which, by His original

conilitution of things, God hath affixed to

the breach of this His ftatute, *' Thou

flialt not covet." When a man begins to

imagine that he fhould be happier if he had

fome poffeffion of his neighbour's, he nq

longer enjoys the peace of mind that flows

from content. Incapable of deriving fatis-

failion from what he has, becaufe his

vviQies are anxioufly fixed upon, fomething

yet unobtained, he confumes, in all the

foiicitude of defire, that time which, but

for improper inclinations being raifed in his

mind, might have b:en pafled in comfort:

fg
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(o falfely do thofe who excite fuch wifiies serm.

in our brcafts ftile themi'elves our friends !
^"^•

But if, to free himfelf from the difquietudc

of defire, he proceed to obtain by fraud or

force the poflbffion which he covets, of a

neighbour he makes an enemy, and becomes

expofed to all the penalties which may
juftly be exacted from the thief or the

robber.

Similar to what it thus produces in the

cafe of an individual, are the effeds of

covetoufnefs when it is excited in a multi-

tude : experiencing feparately the fame un-

pafinefs, they become colled: ively reftlefs

;

and by communicating their complaints,

they mutually inflame each other *s minds,

till burfting the chains of fear, as they

have before broken the bands of confcience,

they alfert, by brute force, the claims which

juftice would not fupport : the rightful

pofTeffors of the goods delired, are thus re-

duced to violent means of felf- defence; and

all the horrours of civil war, of natural

confccjueiv:e, enfue.

F 4 This,
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This, it mi/Ji be acknowledged, would

be the cafe, where the party that wiflies to

gain, and that which is unwilling to lofe,

are nearly equal in number or in power;

but if the friends of the levelling fyftem-

are willing to fuppofe a courfe of events

more favourable to their fchemes, and that

the multitude of their affociates would at

once reprefs all oppolition, and thus put

them in poiTeffion of that fhare of good

things which they wifh to have, let us

examine what would then be the confe-

quence.

Would not the acquisition of what was

at firft demanded only lead to further re-

quifition ? Would not the gratification of

fome defires caufe others likewife to arife ?

This a little obfervation will demonftrate to

you is the common progrefs of human

appetite. If it were not, we fhould be able

to point out fome degree of wealth and

power at which, when men arrive, they

are in general content to Hop. But who-

ever heard of that point ? Look at thofe

around
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.

yj

around you, whofe fituation in life has been serm.

•improved ; are they not reaching at fome- ^^*

•thing further ? Or enquire of your own
'

sKeart; Are ye at all more fatisfied with

your {late now, than ye w^re years ago;

when ye imagined, that ye could by this

time have obtained fomething, that would

have fecured your contentment ? Confider

any above you whofe places ye would be

mofl defirous of occupying : ye will find

-that they too have their troubles ; and, if

thofe who from their infancy were prepared

for fuch £tuations, meet with careS in them.

Would not ye who are unufed to them find

ftill more ?

Behold, then, the folly of that covetouf-

nefs with which defigning men ftrive to

enflame the minds of the poorer part of the

community. Being, from its origin, a

tranfgreffion of the laws of God, like every

breach of thofe perfe<fl ordinances, it necef-

farily tends to the mifery of the tranfgref-

forsj and even if, without noticing the

enormoujs crimes which muft be committed,

and
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SEHM. and the almoft infuperable difficulties that

^^- muft be overcome, ere ftich a thing could

be accomplilhed, we for a moment fuppofe

that perfed: ftate of equality introduced into

fbciety, which none but the moft ignorant

of men, or thofe of difordered intelled:s,

can imagine feafible ; the taking away all

inequality of poffeiTion would not extinguilh

covetoufnefs ; becaufe a man's neighbour

not having more than he, will not prevent

him from the wifhing to have more than

his neighbour : and though there would be

none in the race of life to overtake, there

would flill be all to leave behind; which

would be an equally ftrong fpur to the

paffions, of either avaricious or ambitious

men.

It being, therefore, contrary to the nature

of the human paffions to be cured by in-?

dulgence, and efpecially fo to that of one

which being not bodily but mental, is not

weakened or extinguifhed by the debility or

age of the body ; and this, by the juft

appointment of Heaven, leading, while it

does
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jdoes continue to prevail in our brcafts, only serm,

to mifery : What have we to do but to re- iv.

prefs, and, if poinble, to root all covetous

defires out of our hearts ? To induce you

to fet about a work fo falutary, fo produc-

tive of peace, fo nccelfary to your happinefs,

to the ilatement I have already made of the

folly of indulging this paffion, let me now

add that of its guilt, as comprehending in-

juftice to man, and impiety towards God.

Strange as it may appear, that in this

jiand where fo much pains are taken to in-

ftrud: the pooreft of the people in the great

principles of morality, there (hould be any

who can enter upon a courfe of condud:

replete with iniquity, and yet not be fenfible

of the injuftice of it; yetj I believe, it is

true, that many have liftened with pleafure

to propofals for levelling the diflind:ions,

and making a new diftribution of the pof-

feflions of the country, without being at all

ftricken with the nefarious wickednefs of

the fcheme propofcd. EngrolTed with the

thought of gaining by the change, and of

partaking
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SERM. partaking in what their fuperiours now

IV. enjoy, they never confidered whether, if

^'^^^^'^'^^
they were in the iituation of thofe who

were to be plundered, they (liould be wilhng

to have their property in hke manner taken

from them ?

Yet the very loweft rule of jullice is,

not to do that unto another, which we

would not he fhould do unto us. Had this

been obferved, What numerous malignant

afperfions caft upon the higher orders of

fociety, how many mifreprefentations made

to render them hateful in the eyes of the

inferiour claiTes, would have been buried

in filence ; becaufe the utterers would not

like fuch calumnies to be fpoken of them-

felves ! Had this been obferved, how early

would have been rejected every idea of con-

fpiracy, to ftrip of their legal rights, and

attack in their lawful poffeffions, thofe who

were raifed by their rank or property above

the commonalty of the land ! For are the

boldeil leaders, the moft obllinate fupporters

of fuch confpiracy, inclined to hav^ any

rights
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rights theirfelves claim, trampled on, or serm.
IV.any property they may polTefs, taken from

them ? If not, the application of this

maxim of juftice fhews at once the hideous

deformity of their condud:. While com-

paring that condu(5t with the prohibition of '

the text, will no lefs quickly fhew how

expofed it is to the divine vengeance. For

thus faith the Lord, ** Thou (halt not

covet (not only thy neighbour's houfe,

wife, fervants, or cattle, but) any thing that

is thy neighbour's.**

Now, is it poflible, any man could enter-

tain a thought of joining with others to

take a portion of his neighbour's property,

and divide it among themfelves, without

tranfgrefling this commandment ? For ob-

ferve, it is the very wifh that is for-

bidden j nor is the prohibition retrained to

the particulars enumerated, but is extended

iiniverfally to every thing that is thy neigh-

bour's : and we cannot envy a man for his

wealth, his privileges, or his place, with-

out breaking this precept of the Governour

of
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SERM. of the univerfe. That much uneafinefs^

^^' and many fufferings, naturally attend the

tranfgreffion of it, I have before fliewn in

ftating, that a man no fooner begins to de-

iire any part of his neighbour's property,

, than he forfeits the tranquillity of his own

mind ; that it opens the way to contention^

and, in its progrefs, necelTarily produces

hoftilities. I muft now call your minds to

the manifell judgements which God hath

been pleafed to inflict on fome who have

more efpecially difregarded this command-

ment.

The firft flep towards coveting what is

our neighbour's, is becoming difcontented

with what ourfelves poflfefs ; a flate of

temper which generally breaks forth into

murmuring againft the difpenfations of Pro-

vidence ; and which we are, by an apoflle,

cautioned to avoid, by the example of the If-

raelites, who, in the defert, perilhed through

the fame ungrateful behaviour :
** Neither

murmur ye as fome of them alfo mur-

mured, and were deftroyed of the deftroyer."

From
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From being difcontented with our own serm.

goods to envying thofe of others, is an eafy iv.

tranfition; and then is our breach of the

commandment perfect. The tremendous

manifeftation of the divine wrath on both

thefe crimes, is thus defcribed by the

pfalmift: ** They lufted exceedingly in the

wildernefs, and tempted God in the defert,

and He gave them their requeft, but fent

leannefs into their foul. They envied Mofes

alfo in the camp, and Aaron the faint of

the Lord. The eaj-th opened and fwallowed

up Dathan, and covered the congregation of

Abiram ; and a fire was kindled in their

company ; and the flame burnt up the

wicked." And what (hall I fay more ?

For the time would fail me to tell of thofe

who, in the purfuits of ambition and avarice,

both forbidden by the tenth commandment,

have been made to eat the fruit of their

own doings, and, like the difcontented

Ifraelites, perifhed wliile the meat was yet

in their mouths.

There
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There is, however, an inftance fo neaF

our own doors, fo pregnant with inftruc-

tion peculiarly adapted to ourfelves, that it

would fcarcely be lefs than leaving unno-

ticed a marked lelTon of the Almighty, to

clofe this diibourfe without mentioning

it. That nation which, awhile ago, was

holden up to the inhabitants of this land as

fetting a bright example of wifdom, and

as having difcovered a method of raifing

themfelves to an unprecedented height of

glofy and happinefs, and as preparing the

way for the reign of peace and felicity over

all the earth : that nation, I fay, having

firft feized the wealth of all the opulent

among themfelves, then broken into the ad^

joining countries, and plundered the inha-

bitants of them, are now ftarving in the

midft of their neighbour's pofleffions.

They, indeed, not only broke the divine

commandments, but, with the moft daring

impiety, blafphemed and denied God and

His Chrift, wherefore the Lord feems to

have taken their punifhment more imme-

diately into His own hands, the nations

which
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which their nefarious conduct raifed againft serm.

them, have met with Httle fuccefs in the ^'^•

war, yet are the people who call themfelves

vitftorious, reduced to the loweft Jftate of

mifery. The fword having paffed through

their land in its mofl dreadful (liapes, the

pike of the confpirator, the dagger of the

aflaffin, and the axe of the executioner,

different adventurers have, by turns, gained

the command both of the power and purfc

of the country, until the people, equally

fleeced by all, have loft all feniibility through

their fufferings, and lie in the loweft ftate

of human degradation ; deprived of all the

comforts of this life, and incapable of

drawing confolation from the hope of ano-

ther. Let us, then, as witneftes of thefe

juft afflicftions, give glory to God, and con-

fefs the equity of the fentence uttered by

His prophet; ** Woe be to him that covet-

eth an evil covctoufnefs to his houfe, that

he may fet his neft on high, that he may

be delivered from the power of evil. Thou

haft confulted ftiame to thy houfe, by cutting

off many people, and haft finned againft

VOL. in. G thy
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SERM, thy foul. For the flone fhail cry out of

IV- the wall, and the beam out of the timber

fhall anfwcr it. Woe be to him that build-

eth a town with blood, and eflabliiheth a

city by iniquity. Behold, Is it not of the

Lord of hoils, that the people fliall labour

in the very fire, and the people fliall weary

themfelves for very vanity ?" And let us,

if we would not bring down the fame cala-

mities on our country, and ourfelves, learn

from this moft impreflive example, that

covetoufnefs leads not to riches j that though

men fliould prove too weak to refift thq

plundered, the Lord He is ftrong : and if,

by attacking the former, ye break the laws

of the latter ; though following the com-

mon courfe of wickednefs, ye, after putting

away a good confcience, make fliipwreck

of faith, and deny God, He cannot deny

Himfelf, but is to day the fame, who in

times paft declared, *' Vengeance is mine,

I will repay, faith the Lord!" Humble

yourfelves, therefore, under the mighty

hand of God; when fuffering, commit your

caufe unto Him that judgeth righteoufly;

then.
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then, when He fhall be revealed, taking serm.

vengeance on thofe who knew not Him, ^^*

and obey not the Gofpel of his Son, inftead

of hiding your faces with terrour from Him
Who fitteth on the throne, ye fhall rejoice

at His appearance, and glory in the God of

your falvation

!

G 'a

'

SER-
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SERMON V.

ON THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOUR.

Rom. XIII. 8.

Owe no man any thing, but to love 'one ano-

ther : for he that loveth another hath fuU
Jilled the law.

*'
I ^HE delivery of this general rule is serm,

preceded by the mention of feveral ^'

particulars, in which the apoflle direcftcth

its application : and the turn of exprcflion

iifed in it appears to have been occafioned

by the terms he had emiployed in recom-

mending thofe particulars :
'* Render to all

their dues : tribute to whom tribute is due,

cuftom to whom cuftom, fear to whom
fear, honour to whom honour. Owe no

man any thing but to love one another.*

c 3 The



6 On the Love of our Neighbour,

The flrength of language here to be

gained by the change of phrafe, could not

efcape fo able a mafter of reafoping as St.

Paul j and he has ufed it in its flill extent

;

fuddenly ftriking to our hearts the lefTon

that our love of one another is a debt which

we (hould deem never to be compleatly dif-

charged ; while, by continuing in the pay-

ment of it, we (hall fulfil the law which

contains our duty towards our neighbour,

For to the commandments of the fecond

table only does he feem here to have re-

fped: ; fince he immediately fubjoins, *' For

this thou flialt not commit .adultery, thou

fhak not kill, thou (halt not fteal, thou

ihalt not bear falfe witnefs j and if there

be any other commandment, (as there is,

honour thy father and thy mother) it is

briefly comprehended in this faying, namely,

thou flialt love thy neighbour as thyfelf."

Which limitation of the apoftle's meaning

I would particularly recommend to your

attention, as tending to expofe, in this cafe,

the reafcning of a generation now but too

numerous, who have embraced a very fum-

mary
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mary method of eafing themfelves from the serm,

burthen of the particular precepts of reli-

gion, by perfuading themfelves, that their

whole duty is contained in an ineffedlive

benevolence, fheltered behind their preten-

lions to which they lie infenfible to the calls.

of truth, juftice, and piety. There may
be others alfo to whom, although they be

not fo far advanced in errour, the fetting of

the injun(ftion of the text in its proper

light may afford an ufeful admonition.

It is, then, an adive principle, by the

entertainment of \vhich we are here taught

that the law is fulfilled, and whatever is

lefs than that, is not the thing meant to be

inculcated : owe no man any thing but love,

is, render to all their dues with that readi-

nefs, fincerity, and integrity, which the

feelings of affection, as well as the fenfe of

juflice, did:ate : and it is clearly at the fo

compleat difcharge of all the focial duties,

of every charitable office, that nothing fliall

remain unpaid, that this precept is directed,

in oppofition to the backwardnefs and par-

G 4 tiality
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SERM. tiality which men are apt to betray in the
V.

^^^^^^^ performance of them, and the evil inge-

nuity they (hew in framing fyftems to elude

the force of the commandments : the envi-

ous man cannot conceive, how his propa-

gating an evil report, which his malice

makes him believe to be true, can be a

breach of the ninth commandment ; neither

can a covetous man imagine, what the ad-

vantages he takes, can have to do with the

crime forbidden by the eighth ; while many,

who perhaps think themfelves entitled to

the character of benevolent, have nothing

to urge in fupport of their claim, but that

they do no harm to any body. How dif-

ferent is (his from the principle the text

would inculcate, that our debt of kindnefs

is never difcharged, but that as long as

there are any good offices we can do, fo

loner do we continue to owe them! It is

true, the apoftle fays, that love is the ful-

fijlmg of the law, becaufe it worketh no

ill j but, furely, he never meant to reftrain

Its operation to this, when he has his felf

given fo many precepts that extend beyond

iti
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it; and when his divine Mafter had for- serm.

mally delivered rules of action in addition '^*

to thofe of the law, and exprefsly called

this very commandment in the extent in

which He gave it, a new one. ** A new

commandment give I unto you, that ye love

one other ; as I have loved you, that ye alfo

love one another."

Far from this, too, there were in the law

of Mofes feveral pofitive precepts, exem-

plifying the manner in which the general

commandment, " Thou fhalt love thy

neighbour as thyfelf," was to be applied to

pracftice ; and would Chriflians occafionally

perufe thefe, they might gather from them

ufeful hints towards complying with the

exhortation of St. John, " My little chil-

dren, let us not love in word, neither ia

tongue, but in deed, and in truth,"

That careleflhefs in refpedl to the pro-

perty of others, which is often manifefted

among us, and is fo incompatible with real

regard for the owners of it, will appear

highly
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highly opprobrious to thofe who Uve under

aa higher difpenfation, if compared with

the following precept of Mofes :
** Thou

{halt not fee thy brother's ox, or his fheep

afliray, and hide thyfelf from them : thou

fhalt in any cafe bring them again unto thy

brother. And if thy brother be not nigh

unto thee, then thou fhalt bring it into thine,

own houfe, and it fhall be with thee until

thy brother feek after it, and thou (halt re-

ilore it to him again. In like manner fhall

thou do with his afs j and fo fhalt thou do

with his raiment ; and with all lofl things

of thy brother's which he hath lofl, and

thou haft found, fhalt thou do likewife ;

thou mayeft not hide thyfelf." Deut. xxii.

Compare with this direction the readinefs

with which fome, who yet w^ould not be

called uncharitable, apply to their own ufe

what they find belonging to others. Com-

pare with it the infenfibility with which

others will wafle, or deflroy what is their

neighbour's j from the lawlefs hunter, who

1 demo-
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dcmoliilies the fences, and tramples down serm.

the crops of the hufbandman, to the wafte- ^•

ful domeftick, who pleads his mafter's fup-

pofed wealth for needlefsly confuming his

fubflance : and ye will then fee, that while

the law commanded no more than the real

pradlice of the love it had enjoined, the

pretended difciples of the Gofpel, prove the

conformity of their lives with it, by doing

deeds of hatred to their neighbours.

Again, it was faid to them of old time,

*' If there be among you a poor man. of

one of thy brethren within any of thy gates

in thy land which the Lord thy God giveth

thee, thou (halt not harden thine heart, nor

fhut thine hand from thy poor brother : but

thou fhalt open thine hand unto him, and

fhalt furely lend him fufficient for his need»

in that which he wanteth. Bevv^are that

there be not a thought in thy wicked heart,

faying. The feventh year, the year of re-

ieafe, is at hand ; and thine eye be evil

againft thy poor brother, and thou giveft

him nought; and he cry unto the Lord

againfl
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SERM. againft thee, and it be fin unto thee. Thou
V. fhalt furely give him, and thine heart fhall

not be grieved when thou giveft him : be-

caufe that for this thing the Lord thy God
fhall blefs thee in all thy w^orks, and in all

thou puttefl thine hand unto. For the poor

ihall never ceafe out of thy land : therefore

I command thee, faying, Thou (halt open

thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy

poor, and to thy needy, in thy land/'

Deut. XV. 7— II.

To fay that the generous bounty here

commanded is feldom praClifed in our land,

would be doing grofs injuftice to many
among us : But is there not yet a remnant

whofe behaviour calls for the admonition

;

who imagine that they have fatisfied every

obligation incumbent on them if they have

not taken or withholden the property of

others, and have no conception of the debt

mentioned in the text, " to love one ano-

ther?" The pleas which fuch ufe for

faving their money, that it was through

their own imprudence that thofe who need

theif
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their afliftance, became poor, that every serm.

man has difficulties enough of his own to Z\^^

ftruggle with, and the hke, are by no mean

allowed in the law. How much farther,

then, mufl they be from availing aught un-

der the Gofpel, of which the diflinguifhing

commandment is, that we love one another

as Chrift loved us ? For He loved us fo,

as to fufFer for us ; to love, as He loved,

therefore, we muft be ready to put ourfelves

to inconvenience, nay, and to fomething

more, if that be necelTary, for the relief of

a brother; and by this fhall all men know,

that we are His difciples.

The lafl Mofaical precept I (hall notice

runs thus: " Thou (halt in any wife re-

buke thy neighbour, and not fufFer fin upon

him." Lev. xix. 17. Affedion really

warm, overlooks no intereft of the objecft

of its love ; and daily are the inftances of

anxiety manifefled to fecure to perfbns be-

loved, the favourable regards of thofe whofe

patronage may be of ule to them in the

world J the friendfhip of thefe they are ad-

vifed
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vifed to cultivate, by all means, againfl

giving any offence to thefe, are they moft

earncftly cautioned : or if, through want of

fuch caution, they do forfeit the favour of

any who might hav6 affifted them, the per-

fons by whom the caution ought to have

been given, are cenfured, as deficient in

that attention which affectionate attachment

dictates. Now if the rebuke thus paffed

be jufl, furely, in the more important cafe

of offences againfl: God, it becomes an

office of charity to reprove, rebuke, exhort

;

and, in proportion to our belief in the reality

of His fuperintendance, the univerfality of

His providence, the feverity of his judge-

ments, and the certainty of His rewards to

them who walk in His laws, will naturally

be our earneifnefs to preferve all whom we

love from incurring His indignation, or for-

feiting His protection. In Chriflians, there-

fore, who are taught that the fandions of

the divine comimandments are according to

the perfedion of Him who ordained them,

this care will, if our love be real, take place

of all others j and were we to ad adequately

to
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to our profeflion, our condu<ft would thus serm,

be the prailiicc of the noblcft of all princi- ^*^

pies under the higheft improvement.

Negled: of duty, and tranfgreilions of

the law, do,' in general, manifeftly arife

from felfifhnefs ; the completion of our

duty, and the fulfilling of the law, fhould,

therefore, it fhould feem, fpring from the

contrary principle ; and a ready and iincere

difcharge of all the fecial offices, can be

fecured only by brotherly love being fixed

in our breafls. In deeds of kindnefs, in

ad:s fuggefled by benevolence, the heart

goes before the hand, and the works of this

lafl feldom equal the wiflies of the former.

Neither are the merits of the objeds of our

love fcrupuloufly weighed. If they appear

to need our afhftance, if an opportunity of

obliging them offer, much is eafily for-

gotten, much is immediately forgiven ; and

by the natural operation of this principle,

we become merciful, even as our Father

which is in Heaven is merciful, Viewing

kindnefs, and conferring favours even on

the thanklefs and ungrateful.

DA
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Did fuch a principle then reign in the

breafts of all the human race, what a per-

fed: cefTation of all injuries, what an unin-

terrupted exchange of good offices would it

produce ! What fobriety of condud:, what

abftincnce would it caufe in life ! not only

on account of the other cffecSts which the

indulgence of ourfelves may have on the

welfare or comfort of others, but from the

effedtual recollection which would then take

place, that by refraining from the needlefs

cxpence of time or money, we fhould be

enabled to contribute much more largely to

the affillance of our brethren. None would

then pine in want, neither would any be

found friendlefs. The hardfhips flowing

from prepoifcflion and prejudice would

ceafe : and the difappointments arifing

from the varying refolves, and the uncer-

tainty ot the attach mxcnts of men, would

be no more; lor univerfal benevolence mufl

be without partiality, and fincere love with-

out hypocri fy.

From
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From the perfc(ftion of this principle of serm.

a<ftion, it may jullly be inferred, that if it v.

jfleafed the Creatour of the world to reveal

a rule of life to mankind, this would be

found therein : Yet where is it to be met with

as the great law of behaviour, that to which

all others are reducible, and by their con-

fonance with which they are perfected, but

in the Chriflian Scriptures, or the layings

of thofe who have borrowed from them ?

And is it to be believed, that a few {iflicr-

men of Galilee could, without fupernatural

ailiftance, have difcovered and dilated, w'ith

the moft judicious accuracy, on a maxim,

the comprehenfive fimplicity and excellence

of wdiich had efcaped the fagacity and

carnell: refearches of the wifefl of the

Greeks ? Or, lince they did teach the world

this great rule. Did they not, without con-

troverfy, in thus delivering their Mailer's

words, fpeak as never men fpake ?

To the congruify of this principle to the

Unvitiated afFed:ions and belt reafonings of

the human mind, the bittcrefi: enemies of

VOL. III. H '

the
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the Gofpel in our days, have borne moll

ample and unequivocal tcllimony, by adopt-

ing a pretenlion to it, as the fureft meanbf

making profelytes to their fed:. But while

iiniverlal benevolence and brotherly love are

their oftenfible motives, and their profelled

aim is to make men happy, by making

them good, by not pradiling this principle

under the relations they already bear to thole

around them, they both manifefl: the hypo-

crify of their profefTions, and yield to all,

whole eyes the God of this world hath not

blinded, that they Ihould not believe, a

fearful lelTon againfl leaving the fure in-

llirudion of revelation, for fluiciful motives

of a6tion. When men, inllcad of trufting

the general happinefs of the world to the

care of its almighty Governour, abfiu'dly

and prefumptuoully extend tlieir aims be-

yond the contradled fphere to which their

own powers can reach, fir from prefcrving

the peace ol fociety, and contributing to

the benefit of others, by neglcdting the

humble, though real duties, ot the indivi-

dual, and -duding a character o^ extenfive

import-
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importance, which belongs not ro them, serm.

they difturb the tranquilhty of the world,
^''

and are led to the commilfion of the moft

unpardonable aggreflions, the moft enor-

mous crimes. Thus it is that thefe pre-

tenders to benevolence have fignalized thcm-

felves by the groflhefs of their tranfgrelTion

of every one of thofe commandments, obe-

dience to which the apoftle exhorts us to

<t6mplete, by loving one another.

The honour due to parents, and the na-

tural afFed:ion fubiifling between individuals

related by blood, they require all, who are

fufficiently infatuated to alTociate with them

abfolutely to renounce j thus deftroying

from among them all obedience to the iirlt

xj^ the laws relating to our neighbour; the

fecond of thefe they fet at nought, by

putting to death, in any fecure way, thofe

who prefent themfelves as powerful oppo-

nents to their pretendcdiy great, though, in

truth, nefarious and horridly pernicious

projeds. Tlie prohibition of adultery, it

is well known, they have treated as of no

II 2 autho-
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SERM. authority. And the iineftimated plunder,

V- the atrocious robberies ot the armies under

the dirediion of this fed:, whofe object, it

has been repeatedly declared, is like that of

the fedt itfelf, the deftru^lion of all the

kings of the earth, fufficiently prove, that

their love is not manifefted by tendernefs

for the property of their neighbours. While

the bitter calumnies with which they purfue

all who attempt to expofe their fophiftry,

and put men on their guard againft their

impious and deftrudtive plans, the railing

accufations they bring againil all in autho-

rity, and the diifruft they endeavour to fow

among thofe, Vvdio, if united, would be

llrong enough to crulh their machinations,

convid: them, fpite ot all their pretenlions

to benevolence, of bearing falfe witnefs.

And, lalTly, their covetoiifncfs has, it fhould

feem, been the grand motive for feizing the

wealth, the power, and the firil: honours of

the countries given by the divine juftice

into their hands : fo perfedly have the/» in

their couife, trampled under foot every law

by which the perfons, the property, and

5
the



On the hove of our NelghbGur, lOi

the rights of men are fecurcd. Whereas, serm.

had they in fadt rendered, as we arc com- ^•

manded, love to every one, not one of theic

crimes would have been committed ; they

might have been harmlefs, and the world

have had no complaint againfl them.

The apoftolick injiin6lion before us is,

ye may eafily perceive, calculated to prevent

every aggreilion, to reprefs every crime in

the very bud ; nor could the force of it, for

this purpofe, be evaded, but by the intro-

dudlion of a dodrine which St. Paul has

forewarned every Chriftian to conlider as

holden by thofe whole damnation is jull,

that of doing evil that good may come of

it. By this dcteilable tenet, men either

arrogate to themfelves the power of fecuring

fuccefs to their meafurcs, or profanely aiTert,

that God will blefs the wicked in their

deeds, and patronize the tranfgrelTours or

His own laws -, when reafon, experience,

and Scripture, all join in teaching, that He
who once prefumes to break a command-

ment of the Lord, not only forfeits all claim

H 3 , to,
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SERM. to, but really lofes, in fome degree, the

^' divine affiftance ; that one tranlgreffion leads

to another, diminiihing our power of re-

filling temptation, and lelfening our abhor-

rence of evil.

Let it be remembered, therefore, that the

commandment we have received, to love

one another, is univerfal : and that not

merely as to its objcc^ls, but in refped: like-

wife to the particulars in which we fhould

manifeft this love j in care of the property,

refpect to the rights, regard to the reputa-

tion, and attention to the feelings of our

brethren. When we wilfully aflault, or

obllinately difregard any of thefe, we break

the royal law, " Thou ilialt love thy neigh-

bour as thyillf:" and be the excufes we

may pretend, what they may, even if we

plead, that we were feeking the honour of

Qoiji, wc are guilty of grofs hypocrify, in

afl-ecling to fcek His honour through the

breach of His commandments. Obedience

\o thcfe is the mean by which perfect wif-

dom has ordained, that we iliould contribute

to
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to the jreneral jrood : and while we mourn serm.

with thofe that mourn, and rejoice with '^•

thofe that do rejoice, we do not fancifully,

but really contribute, to the general ftock

of comfort and happinefs, and love not in

word only, but in deed, and in truth.

How to make this the great principle of

our condu6t, we have received both inftruc-

tion and encouragement from Him in whom
alone, of all the fons of man, our heavenly

Father could be well plcafed. He, far from

becoming an aggreflbr, (hewed His love

even to His perfecutors, by the patience

with which He fubmitted to all the injuries

they heaped on Him. When He was re-

viled. He reviled not again ; when He fuf-

fered. He threatened not; but pitied us,

even when we were His enemies, and un-

derwent miferies that belonged not to Him,

that He might relieve us, while we were

yet finners ; and thus pitying us in our

loweft ftate of mifery, not of body only,

but of foul, extended His folicitude for us

beyond tlic prefent to a future ftate ; and

n 4 thus
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SERM. thus, exhibited to the human race a new

^^^,1^ fubjcd: on which to cxercife mutual bene-

volence, the attainment of happinefs in ano^

ther hfe. Zeal on this point it is, that

particularly diflinguiflies the Chriftian.

Whether in a private iVation as a parent, a

mafter, or a friend, or in publick as a

member of the commonwealth, or a ma-

gi flrate, if he have any fenfe of the inhe-

ritance to which he is called with his bre-

thren, he will not ceafe to rebuke, com-

mand, exhort, that men live foberly, righte-

oufly, and godly, as holding that blelTed

hope, and looking for the glorious appear-

ance of Him who having died, that we
might live for ever, has commanded us to

love one another as He loved us ; And can

we do this if we be thoughtlefs of the future

fate, carelefs of the falvation of our bre-

thren ? Herein, theii, let our love be made

perfed:, that we may have boldnefs in the

<\dy of judgement; becaufe as He was, fo

are \v^e in this world !

SER-



SERMON VI.

ON THE LORD S SUPPER.

I Cor. XI. a6.

Tor as often as ye eat this bread, and drink

this cup, ye do Jhew the Lord's death till

He come.

Wf^ read in the book of Exodus, that serm.

- at the inftitution of the paflbver, vi.

Mofes commanded the children of Ifrael,

faying, ** And ye fhall obferve this thing

^ for an ordinance to thee, and to thy fons,

for ever. And it fhall come to pafs when

ye be come to the land which the Lord will

give you according as He hath promifed,

that ye fhall keep this fervice. And it fhall

come to pafs when your children fhall fay

unto you, What mean you by this fervice ?

That
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SERM. That ye fliall fay. It is the facrifice of the
^i' Lord*s pallbver, who pafTed over the houfes

of the children of Ifrael in Egypt, when
He fmote the Egyptians, and dehvered our

houfes." Now as the Ifraehtes were thus

taught to obferve this fervice, and to in-

ftrud their pofterity both in the obfervance

of it, and its meaning; fo we Chriftians

liave been injoincd by Him who is the true

Lamb of God, and of whom the pafchal

Lamb was but a type, ever to obferve a

fervice which He ordained, and the mean-
ing of which is given us in the words of

the text by one who received it from the

Lord Himfelf. *' As often as ye eat this

bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew the

Lord's death till he come:" and thus as the

Ifraelites, by celebrating their palTover, ac-

knowledged the deliverance which God
wrought for them, when He fmote the firft

born of Egypt, we, by celebrating the

fupper of the Lord, acknowledge and com-
memorate the deliverance from iin and
death, obtained for all who would accept

it, by the fuffcrings and death of the Son

of
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of God. As long, therefore, as we retain serm.

any proper fenfe of the deliverance thus vi.

wrought for us, as long as we entertain

any juft idea of the falvation thus pur-

ehafed, fo long it might be thought, we

fhould readily join with pleafed and grate-

ful hearts in the fervice ordained for its

commemoration. And if, in fad:, the pre-

fent condu(5l of many Chriftians wears a

different afpedl, it may, without injuftice,

be prefumed, that *' their love is grown

cold," and that they no longer know how
to cftimate the infinite mercy of God in

their redemption, nor the unfpeakable love

of His Son in becoming a willing ranfom

for them.

Left this cenfure fhould feem harfli, I

will now confider before you, the inftitu-

tion itfelf, and the end and ufes of it, with

the obligations thence arifing to attend on

it : and I am perfuaded, from fuch a re-

view, it vvdll appear, that however the

confcientious fcruples of fome few honefl,

though weak Chriflians, who are ever ap-

, prehcnfivc
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prehenfive of being totally unfit to approach

the Lord's tabic, may plead in their excufe,

yet much the greater part of thofe who
abfent themfelves from it, can fet up no de-

fence but what will prove their own crimi-

nality.

When our Lord was now about to lay

down his life for the fms of the world, and

while He was celebratmg with His apoftles

the deliverance which the ftock from whence

He came, according to the flefh, had expe-

rienced in Egypt, He called their attention

to a ftill more important deliverance, even

that He was then going to accomplifli for

all the human race. For taking bread, and

having blelTed it. He brake it, and gave it

unto them, faying, *' Take, eat, this is my
body, which is given for you.'* Having

taken the cup too, and given thanks, He
gave them that likcwifc, that they all fliould

drink of it, adding, " This is my blood

of the New Teflamcnt, which is fhed for

many. This do ye as oft as ye drink it in

remembrance of me." Such was the in-

ilitution
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llitutioii of the Lord's {'upper, before it had serm.

been, by the enthufiafm oi Ibme, and crafti-
^^^'

nefs of others, worked up into a tremendous

myftery, and adorned with trappings to at-

trad: the admiration of the ignorant, and

flrike terrour into the weak ; -and if we view

it as fuch, we can never fufficiently admire

either its fimphcity, its wonderful Signifi-

cance, or that fpirit of unexampled love

that (liines throughout it.
'to'

For what could be more plain, what far-

ther removed from all probability of beinr

changed into a fuperflitious ceremony, than

the breaking of bread, and the drinking of

wine ? A6ls which occur every day, and to

which, from their fo frequently occurring,

it was the lefs likely any particular mean-

ing, but what was exprefsly declared, fliould

ever be annexed. \Vhat requilition could

the dying Mafter have made to his difciples,

the compliance with which would have

been lefs burdenfome, or lefs difficult to be

continued ? While the receiving of the bread

and wine does fo aptly apply to the thing

for
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sERM. for which it was ordained, a commemora-

VI. tive fign, that the moft uninformed fol-
*''^''"'*''^^

lower of Chrift cannot but comprehend its

fignificance. Bread is the principal fufte-

nance of human life, the chief fupport of

our bodies; wine is the invigorater of our

fpirits, the reftorer of warmth and chear-

fulnefs, after they have been banifhcd by

afflidion or difeafe. Is it not then with

peculiar propriety that thefe gifts of Heaven,

by which our natural life is chiefly main-

tained, are made the reprefentatives of that

body and blood, by which our fpiritual life

muil: be fupported, of which, if a man eat

and drink, he fhall live for ever, and of

wliich, except we do cat and drink, we

have no life abiding in us.

Behold a man, whofe body is worn by

fatigue, and emaciated by failing, whole

fpirits are lowered by difeafe, or oppreffed

by forrow; to fuch an one let the natural

refrelhments of bread and wine be imparted;

his body recovers flrength, his fpirits re-

vive, his countenance is gladdened : behold

the
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^

the (inner deep funk in guilt and terrour, serm.

his love of, and holy confidence in God, vr.

changed into fordid fear, his good princi-

ples and virtuous inclinations languifhing,

and his hopes of falvation near expiring

;

but fee fuch an one wafhcd in the blood of

his Saviour, and made partaker of the bene-

fits of his death, the languid flame of piety-

revives, encouraged by the hope of favour-

able acceptance, and all neceffary ailiftance,

he diligently cultivates every virtuous in-

clination; and fteadily applies himfelf to

the prafticc of every good work ; and dailv

gathering frefli ftrength to run the race

which is {ct before him, he afpircs after

that immortality of which he has here re-

ceived the earneft.

But the fimilaritv of the efFed:s of our

riatural and fpiritual food is not the only

point in which the admirable fignificance of

this facred inllitutiori is apparent ; for there

prevails in it, too, a mofl powerful rccom-

;nendation of that laft and new command-

inent which our Lord, on the fame night,

gave
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SERM. gave to his difciples ; that they (hould love -

^^' one another.

To partake of the fame food, and drink

of the fame cup, have ever been efleemcd

tokens of unreferved friendfhip : and to

bring men to fpend thofe hours of eafe and

franknefs together, has generally been

thought a great ftep toward conciliating

their minds, and uniting them in the bands

of mutual regard. But with how much
more reafon may we expecfl the fame effects,

when the repafl of which they partake is

made with a peculiar meaning ? when all

to whom the fame bread, and fame cup,

are communicated, acknowledge by par-

taking of them, one baptifm, one faith, one

Lord j confefs that the great purfuit of

their lives is the fame, that their hopes are

raifed on the fame foundation, and their

condud: regulated by the fame law; and

that one great commandment of this law is

that which infifts on the exercife of univer*

fal charity and brotherly love unfeigned ?

And while the unity of our fiith is thus fig-

nified,
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fied, and the ftri^lnefs of thofe bands of serm.

aftediion, in which all the true members of ^^^

Chrift's church are holden together, ex-

preffed ; the unparalleled love of their Savi-

our appears, through the fame inftitution,

with the fulleft luftre ; for greater love than

this hath no man, that he fhould lay down
his life for his friends j yet when our Lord

was about to fhew fuch love, He enhanced

the obligation on his difciples, (if it be

poffible that it could be enhanced) by the

manner in which He directed them to com-

memorate it : no coftly facrifice has He re-

quired, no rigorous mortification has He
enjoined : to do that only in remembrance

of Him which may be of the highcfl: ufe

to ourfelves ; fo to recal to our minds His

mercies, as may render us capable of re-

ceiving all the benefits of them, and fo" to

keep Him in mind while abfent, that we

may not be afhamed to meet Him when He
(hall come again, is the fum of this His

precept I

VOL. Ill- . I And
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And (hall we perfuade ourfelves that it

:

is a matter of indifference whether we com-

ply with fiich a precept ? Or fhall we, like

fome who call themfelves Chriflians, fay

the command is fpiritual only, and, under

that pretence, negledl: to obey it ? Or fhall

we not rather, following the did:ates of

common fenfe and fober piety towards our

Redeemer, endeavour to learn, from the

confideration of the ends and ufes of the

inflitution, the obligations incumbent on

ourfelves to obferve it ?

The apoftle tells us, that by this fervice

w^e Ihew the Lord's death until He come

;

that we from time to time recal to our own
minds, and teflify to others our belief, that

Chrift fuffered for our redemption ; that

we exprefs the grateful fenfe we retain of

this His love towards us ; and teftify our

firm expectation, that He who already hath

appeared in the form of a fervant, and pati-

ently borne perfecution, mifery and con-

tempt, for our fakes, will again appear in

glory, to reward with life and happinefs

eternal,
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eternal, thofe who have obeyed the laws serm.

He delivered, and followed the example He ^'^'

fet, and to take vengeance on the defpil'ers

of His crofs, and the enemies of His

church

.

Now if fiich be the end of the appoint-

ment, if the thus confirming of our faith,

and the keeping alive of our gratitude and

our hopes be ufes of complying with it,

(even were they the only ones) How could

we negledl to do fo, and yet ftand excufed ?

Arc the mercies of Chrift unworthy of re-

membrance ? Is your faith fo firm that it

needs no additional flrength to enable it to

repel all the fiery darts of the wicked one ?

Are the benefits ye have received fo deeply

infixed in your hearts, that ye want nothing

to recal you to a due fenfe of them ? Or is

your expectation of your Lord fo lively, is

your vigilance fo great, that ye fland ever

prepared to meet Him, and need not be re-

minded that He is near, even at the doors?

But great as thefe ufes are, much as I

apprehend we all ftand in need of fuch

I 3 aflifiance.
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SERM. affiftance, the confirming of our faith, the

VI. keeping ahve of our hopes by this ad: of

commemoration, can never be the whole

benefit to be derived from duely partici-

pating of this holy facrament. Since our

Lord hath faid, " He that eateth my flefh,

and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me,

and I in him ; and as the living Father

hath fent me, and I live by the Father, fo

he that eateth me, even he fliall live b)^

me." Words which, when compared with

thofe of the apoflle, *' the cup of bleffing

which we blefs. Is it not the communion

of the blood of Chrift : the bread which

we break,' is it not the communion of the

body of Chrift ?" feem to convey to the

true and worthy communicant, who does

by faith feed on Him in his heart, and by

this ad: fhew forth that faith, a fure pro-

mife that the receiving of the bread and

wine, of which he partakes, being verily

and indeed accompanied by a participation

of the body and blood of Chrifl-, which,

hy thefe their fymbols, he fpiritually eateth

•and drinketh, (and fpiritually only.it fhoujd

ever
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ever be remembered, according to thofe serm.

words of our Saviour to His difciples,
^^'

when He had told them that lo they muft

do, ** It is the fpirit that quickeneth, the

flefli profiteth nothing ; the words that I

fpeak unto you, they are fpirit, and they

are life") the participation of them, I fay,

(hall be unto him the means of his be-

coming, in truth, alive unto righteoufnefs,

of his receiving fuch a portion of the fpirit

of Chrift, as fhall enable him to overcome

all intemperate pailions, and cleanfe his heart

from all evil inclinations, and prove in him

a fountain of piety, holinefs, and righteouf-

nefs : blelTed effedts, which the goodnefs

and power of God can as well annex to the

due and fincere performance of this re-

ligious ad:, as He could cleanfe the Syrian

from his leprofy, by waQiing feven times

in Jordan !

Let not, then, the plain and fimple means

by which thefe great and lafting benefits are

conveyed, offend us ! but let us rather glo-

rify the wifdom, and acknowledge the love

13 of
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of our Mafter, who hath, by this one in-*

ilitution fo eafy of obfervance, provided for

the confirmation of our faith, the confervai-

tion of our hopes, the encreafe of our piety

and holinefs, and the improvement of our

fouls, as well as for preferving, in His

church, that bond of peace and charity, in

which He hath commanded all who would

be truely His difciples, ever to be found.

Since, to prevent the Chriftian, who is rich

in this world's goods, from being proud

of his opulence, and defpifing his poor

brother, and to preferve this from being

ftung with envy at the profperity of the

other, What more apt could be devifed

than inviting both to the fame table, where

feeing that He who is equally the Lord of

both has no refped: of perfons, they may

learn rightly to eflimatc the prefent trifling

difference that their lots in this world make

between them, and as fellow-fervants of the

fame Mafter, and expecSling their laft re-

ward from the fame hand, chearfully pror

Gced together through the performance qF

the different talks allotted them ?

Such,
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Such, then, being the inftitution, fuch serm.

the end and ufes for which it was appointed, ^i^

To what fhall we afcribe that very great

and criminal negled: of it which is at pre-

fent vifible among us ? To ignorance of

the command it cannot be imputed ; for

fufficiently plain to all is the precept, *' Do
this in remembrance of me." Neither can

the difficulty of compliance be more juftly

alledged, fince than that nothing can be

more eafy : and I fhould hope there are

none fo hardy as to eftecm their Saviour's

fufferings unworthy their recollcd:ion, or

to imagine they ftand in no need of the

affiftance of His Spirit to perfe(ll the work

of their falvation. To what, then, fliall

we attribute it ? in part to want of con-

iidering the importance of the duty; and

in part to a confcioufnels of leading fuch

lives as renders them unworthy to join in a

fervice fo facred. To you who have hitherto

abfented yourfelves from the former of thefe

caufes, I truft enough has been already faid

to convince you of your errour ; and for

you, who fenlible of the finfulnefs of your

I 4 condud:l,
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sERM. condudl, thence dare not approach this holy

^'^ table, let me befeech you to refled:, while

ye yet have power to reflect, fince ye find

ye cannot ferve at once Chrift and Belial,

whofe fervice ye fliould in wifdom choofe ?

Chrifl hath commanded you to commemo-
rate His death; this, ye fay, the impurity

of your lives renders you unworthy to do

;

but Chrifl: hath alfo commanded you, to

repent and clcanfe yourfelves from fin. Can
your difobediencc to this command ferve as

a pica for your negled: of the other ? Or

does not your unworthinefs, by being volun-

tary, become criminal alfo ? St. Peter did,

on the plea of unworthinefs, once hefitate

to comply with his Lord's will, in a cafe,

too, in which fuch hefitation mufl (if it

ever could be fo) have been pardonable ; But

what was our Saviour's judgement of it?

** If I wafti thee not, thou haft no part

with me."

He who inftituted the feafl: is the bed

judge of the qualifications of thofe who

come to it j and the only one He requires

in
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in us is, that we be his difciples, and con- serm..

tiniie ,in his words. If we become fincerely
^ Z^i,

fuch, if we thus Hve in the true pradice

of what He hath injoined, the fhewing his

death by this holy communion, will prove

to us a fource of comfort inexpreifible ; for

we fhall then look for the day of his coming

as for that of the arrival of the beloved and

gracious Mafter of the family of which

we are members, in whom are placed our

hopes of deliverance from whatever evils

we may at prcfent feel, and our expe6lation

•of peace, fecurity, and perfe(5t happinefs.

But if our love in this world, if our un-

willingnefs to part with enjoyments that are

forbidden, or to prad:ife the felf-denial,

•which religion in fome cafes requires, in-

duces us to rejed: the call, and defpife the

invitation which the Lord hath given us.

What will be our confufion of face, when

He appears ! Think, How fhall we then

meet Him, with whofe requeft fo affec-

tionately made, and accompanied with every

.circumftance to give it effed:, we have thus

.obflinately refufed to comply ! What fen-

tence
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tence can we then exped; from Him ? What

but the condemnation of thofe who are

lovers of pleafure more than lovers of God,

everlafting banifhment from the prefence of

Him whofe mercies we have thus con-

temned, and all the miferies confequent on

the wrath of God and the Lamb ? Of the

power to avoid thefe, ye are yet pofleiTed

;

how long ye may continue fo, God alone

knows ; but if ye have any gratitude for

the benetits ye have already received, any

knowledge of the terrour of the Lord, any

care of your own falvation, delay no longer

to make ufc of it ; repent and clcanfe your-

felvcs from lin ; prepare to receive the cup

of falvation, and call on the name of the

Lord

!

SER-



SERMON VII.

ON THE LAST JUDGEMENT,

Rev. XX. 1%,

And I faw the dead, fniall and great
, Jlajid

before God-, and the books were opened:

and another book was opened, which is the

book of life : and the dead were judged out

of thofe things which were written in the

books, according to their works.

T^HE very interefting and moft avveful serm,

fcene, thus revealed by the angel of vii.

his Lgrd to the beloved difciple John, has

fo manifefl a claim to our attention, that it

(hould feem needlefs to preface a difcourfe

on it with any of the cuftomary exhortations,

|h3t ye would ferioufly Jiften to the words

now
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SEEM, now to be addrelTed unto you. In fubjedts

^^^' on which we Ibmetimes fpcak, a part only

of our hearers may neceflarily appear to

themfelves concerned ; with admonitions

againfl: theft, and the various ad:s of dif-

honefty, thofe whofe opulence removes from

them all temptation to fuch inftances of

guilt, may think, they have little concern.

With dilluafion from oppreiTion, and the

abufe of power, thofe who have none be-

low them over whom they can tyrannize,

may conceive, they have nothing to do.

But in the judgement which all muft un-

dergo, all are interefted ; and if we confi-

der mankind as diftributed under the two

great divifipns of thofe, who hope to be

acquitted, and thofe, who fear to be con-

demned, the latter cannot but be affedted

with horrour at the mention of that folemn

day in which the Son of man, feated on

the throne of His glory, fhall fay unto

thofe on His left hand, ** Depart from me,

ye accurfed, into everlafling fire, prepared

for the devil and his angels ;" nor the

former, without a degree of extafy, anti-

cipate
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cipate that hour of triumph, when the serm.

King immortal, awarding them crowns of ^^
glory, fhall fay unto thofe on His right

hand, ** Come, ye blefTed children of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for

you from the beginning of the world.'*

To encourage thefe to continue ftedfaft, im-

moveable, and always abounding in the

work which will fccure to each of them

that crown which the Lord, the righteous

Judge, will give to all that love His ap-

pearance, and to raife in thofe the proper

fruits of the fears with which they now
look forward to the day of trial, fincere

repentance, and timely preparation to meet

their God, are the ends of callins: their

thoughts to that time when '* the judge-

ment fliall fit, and the books be opened."

It is well known to thofe who are ac-

quainted with the hiflory of this part of

the world, when it was funk in paganifm,

.that fome wife and good men did, in the

very nature of things, difcover ground of

aiTurance, that men would, after this life,

.. be
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SERM. be differently recompenfed, according to

^^^' their works : the Gofpel hath fully brought

to light the dodrine on which they could

form only uncertain conjediures j and con-

firmed both the hopes and fears of nature,

by authoritatively declaring, that ** God

hath appointed a day in which He will

judge the world in righteoufnefs j" and

that the concluding adt of the difpenfations

of the Deity, in refpecft to this globe, will

be gathering together all the inhabitants of

it, to receive a fentence which fliall decide

on their future fituation, and make it for

ever fuitable to their condudt part j and the

facred writers llrive to imprefs this expec-

tation on our minds, by mentioning feveral

particulars of the folemn procefs, rcpre-

fented to us by images taken from human

judicatures, and thus juftly expreffing to

our underftandings, circumflances, on the

natural effed: of which on our own minds,

we may ourfelvcs determine. Of thefe

circumftances, the principal are included in

the text, in fpeaking to which it is my in-

tention to confine my difcourfe to the con-

fideration
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fideration of what muft naturally be the serm.

different feelings of the wicked, and of the vii.

righteous, when afFed:ed by the acftual pre-

fence of them ; not meaning, however, to

reflrain myfelf from adverting to other paf-

fages of fcripture, which may contribute

to elucidate any thing but generally men-

tioned in this.

** And I faw, faith the evangelifl:, the

dead, fmall and great, ftand before God.**

Our blefled Saviour, in His own defcription

of this folemnity, particularifes the glorious

train of the Almighty, that innumerable

company of angels, which by thoufands of

thoufands minifler unto Him. Behold then

the alTembly, before which ye muft one

day appear, and without the terrours of

guilt to add to his confufion. What man is

there among us, that could flice fuch a tri-

bunal, and not be appalled ? Confider Vv^ho

will be on the throne j God His felf ; And
.

w^ill not His excellency make you afraid ?

While it is difficult to conceive, it is impof- .

fible to defcribe^ what muft then be the ter-

rours/
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rours, the diftrels, and the anguifh of the

infidel and the blafphemer, when behold-

ing the brightnefs of His glory, whofe

Vengeance they have fo often dared, whofe

exigence they have fo repeatedly denied,

they find themfelves at length really fum-

moned to anfvver, face to face, for all the

hard fpeeches they have fpoken againft

Him.

Here we may well borrow the apoftle's

language, and afk, If thofe who obey the

Gofpel (hall then hardly be fived, where

(hall the ungodly appear ? If ye who have

profelTed Chrift in the world, who have

acknowledged the authority, and joined in

the worfhip of God, can only, with trem-

bling hearts, approach His judgement feat;

if ye who have conftantly expelled, and

faithfully Waited for it, find this, indeed,

the great and the terrible day of the Lord

;

What will it be to thofe whom it overtaketh

unawares ; who believe not its approach,

and who now mock at its tcrrours ? On the

haughty minds of thofe fclf-fufiicient .rea-»

foners,
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foners, with whom all faith is prejudice, serm.

all devotion fuperftition, all religion bigotry, ^^^*

the (hock produced when they find the

fophiftry in which they trufted refuted by

fadl, the belief they rejected juftified, the

fears they afFeded to defpife realized, muft

be fuch as fully to anfvver that prophetic

defcription given of the extremity of the

difmay and confufion of the enemies of

God and Chrift, in their " faying to the

mountains and to the rocks. Fall on us, and

hide us from the face of Him that fitteth

on the throne, and from the wrath of the

Lamb j for the great day of His wrath is

come, and who (hall be able to ftand.'* To

the thoughtlefs hearts of the profligate,

who have been wont to treat as dupes all

who fubmit to the reflraints of the Gofpel,

the alarm raifed by the awefulnefs of His

vilible prefence, of whofe fandfions and

menaces they ufed to make fo light, muft

exceed, beyond all comparifon, the moft

fudden and the heavieft ilroke which dif-

appointment, danger, and a|lli<5tion in this

life, can produce.

VOL. III. K Yet
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Yet horrible as the firft fenfations of thefe

two defcriptions of iinners muft be on the

difclofure of this tremendous fcene, their

poignancy muft encreafe, when they more

clofely compare the majefty and power of

Him before whom they are arraigned, with

the infults which they have offered to His

dignity, and the difrcgard they have fhewn

to His authority. Neither will the cruci-

iiers only of the Saviour of the world then

be abafhed at looking on Him whom they

pierced ; confufion of face will alfo be the

juft and inevitable portion of all who have

reje(fted, all who have denied, all who have

been backward to confefs Chrift before

men : For how will fuch lift up their

eyes to Him, to whom they preferred the

favour of the world ? When the fmile of

encouragement, and the clamour of ap-

plaufe, uttered by dilTolute companions,

fhall no more fupport their confidence ?

How will thofe who are wont with profane

witticifms, to refledt on the truth, and

ridicule the do6trine of Jefus, or even thofe

who, with complacency, lircen to thefe in-

folent
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folent returns of contempt for mercy, and serm.

enmity for love, when all being too intent v^^»

on the wretchednefs of their own fituation

to beftow a thought on others, the number

of aflbciates in fin fhall ceafe to embolden,

be able to ftand in His prefence ? While,

by the latenefs of the period at which they

are brought to a {^hio^ of their guilt, they

fhall be precluded from even faying with

Job, '* I have heard of Thee by the hear-

ing of the ear : but now mine eye feeth

Thee. Wherefore I abhor myfelf, and re-

pent in dufh and aflies !"

Now although I would hope that no one

prefent has reafon to dread the being in-

volved in the condemnation of the unbe-

liever or the fcoffer, yet lince it is of much

more importance to us to confider, what is

likely to befal ourfelves, than what others

will have to undergo; let me allc, Will it not

then, think ye, recur to your minds, that

ye yourfelves have not, in every inftance,

manifefted love fo true, fidelity fo fincere,

or obedience fo conflant, as is juflly due to

K 2 fo
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SERM. io great and fo glorious a Mafler ? Will

vn. not thofe trefpaffes, fo inconliflent with

humble piety, unfeigned faith, and real

love of God, which ye now recolle^^, and

fo which I am now endeavouring to awaken

your confciences, folely with a view of in-

ducing you to judge yourfelves, that ye

may not be judged by the Lord, then prefs

themfelves upon your mind ? Refled, there-

fore, in what inflances ye have withholden

the homage due, in what infulted the Ma-
jeily, in what betrayed a backwardnefs to

profefs the truth of God ; nay, in what

even miftrufted His goodnefs ; afTured, that

His appearance will recal all thefe things

to your remembrance, and thus, at prefent,

take to yourfelves a falutary fhame for

offences, which, if not previoufly repented

of, will, in that day, force fhame indelible

upon you.

The next particular of the text claiming

our confideration, is that of the perfons we

are to meet before this fupreme tribunal

;

** the dead, fmall and great:" in whom
mufl'

5
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muft necelTarily be included all we have serm,
VII.

injured in any manner, either by perfonal ^^^*

attack or oppreffion, by robbery or fraud,

by calumny or infult, or even by wilful

negledb. All thefe will rife up in judge-

ment againft us. And think, if we cannot

now meet any one by whom we have dealt

harfhly, or to whom we have offered affront

without being covered with confufion,

through the confcioufnefs of our mifcon-

du6t. What will be the difturbance of our

minds, when, in the prefence of God and

His holy angels, we are at once confronted

with all who have juft caufe of complaint

againft us

!

Here all ranks of men, thofe of every

relation in fociety, may with propriety,

fhould in charity, be called on to review,

with the mofl ferious impartiality, their

pafl conducft, and their prefent habits ; to

examine themfelves whether they have ren-

dered to all their dues ? Whether they con-

tinue to owe no man any thing, but to love

one another ? and if in this their hearts

K 3 condemn
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SERM. condemn them not, then may they have

vn. confidence towards God, and boldnefs in

the day of judgement. But if their love

exift only in word or in tongue, and not in

deed and in truth, fuch will their own
hearts condemn ; And how then fhall they

appear before Him, Who is greater than

our hearts, and knoweth all things ? How
ftand when thofe who were the objed:s of

their feigned love, have to exhibit againfl

them all the effeds of deadly hatred ? The

general happinefs, the good of mankind,

are pleas to which we know, from experi-

ence, the tyrant and the oppreflbur are

equal ; and they are pleas of love. Yet

how will thefe pretenders fupport their

pleas, when all who have been flaughtered

through their ambition, all who have fuf-^

fered by their exav^ions, all who have been

afflided by their oppreffion, fhall with

themfelves appear before that judgement-

feat, where there will be no rcfpcd: of per-

fons ? Had the vv-icked only been fubjeds

of their cruelty, yet thofe unjuflly treated

^ypuld rife again to their confufion; but

"Vyhen
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when the harmlcfs vidims to their paffions, serm.

or what is more, when thofe whom tiiey vii.

perfecuted for profclling the truth, and

pracftiiing righteoufnefs, for obeying God

rather than man, Ihall prefent themfelves

before the throne of the univcrfid Judge,

how low then will the loftieft countenance

fall ; when thofe by whom they fo little

expedled to be any more difturbed, whom
they imagined they had finally cruilicd,

fhall, in reality, as the guilty Herod ground-

lefsly fancied of the holy Baptift, be rifen

from the dead ; how will the mighty ones

of the earth, who have fo abufed their

power, be covered with aftonifliment and

terrour !

Compared with the total number of the

race, few indeed are thofe, who have the

opportunity of making whole nations feel

the wxight of their power, or the cruelty

of their charac^lers ; ftiU there are others,

who within the limits of their influence or

authority, narrow as they may be, are both

rigorous and inexorable in their demands

K 4 on
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SERM. on thofe below them; from whom a de-?

VII. fencelefs opponent finds no mercy; but who

purfue, with unrelenting maUce, thofe who
have once incurred their refentment: againft

thofe petty tyrants, and other hke fpecies

of oppreflburs, who, in fundry ways, take

advantage of the iinprotedted fliate of the

helplefs to prad:ife extortion upon them,

there are, in holy writ, and efpecially in

the book of Pfahns, many appeals to the

future judgement of the Lord: when He
lliall fit to decide on thefe appeals, and

thofe who, under the jufteft caufes of com-

plaint here, were put to filence, fhall meet

their Opprelfours before His throne, ye

will hardly think that the difmay of thefe

latter will prove fuch as could be too

ftrongly expreifed by any words in which

I could endeavour to convey an image of it.

Purfue the fame thought even through

more dillind: particulars, and ye will there-

by gain a jufter and a more impreffive idea

of the horrours with which the guilty and

impenitent muft neceffarily be furrounded

in the day of retribution : horrours, from

which
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which nothing but fuch repentance as vve serm.

are confcious is fincere, and firm faith in ,Ii^Ivi

God for its acceptance, can preferve thofe

who have fuffered themfelves to become

tranfgreJTours. Ye are fenfible, that even

fi6titious fcenes of divine vengeance w^ill

moft powerfully affe(5t the human mind ;

ye know, from experience, that when the

tragick poet prefents to the murtherer*s eyes

the apparition of the flaughtered fufFerer,

even the feeming terrours of the feigned

criminal are, to a degree, contagious : from

hence, then, ye may partly learn to eftimate

the diftrefsful fenfations of the real mur-

therer, when he, who the laft time he be-

held him, was expiring under his relentlefs

hands, Ihall be called from the grave, and

by his very prefence pray a fentence from

their common Judge.

Let not, however, the approaching fitua-

tion of the criminals already noticed, dread-

ful as it is, abforb all your attention j the

future feelings of the robber and fraudulent,

defervedly claim fome of it. For as thefc,

like
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like the former, frequently contrad: an hard^

nefs of heart, which fortifies them againft

fhame and remorfe during the whole of

their continuance on earth, fo mufh the

feverity of the fhock which they will expe-

rience, when this fancied fecurity is fud-

denly done away by the appearance of thofe

they have wronged before the throne of

God, be proportioned to their former obdu-

racy. Numerous are the publick robberies,

but ftill more fo arc the fecret thefts of

which the guilty never have, nor in this

world ever will be difcovered j yet both

thefe combined are outnumbered by the

frauds that efcape human deteclion : for

the confcicnces of the criminals remonftrate

not loudly enough at prefent to betray them.

Let fuch, however, recollect, w^hile they

are in the way with their adverfaries, that

unlefs they now repent, and make repara-

tion, or if this be out of their power, at

leafl do the former with fincerity, when

they fliall hereafter meet them before an

all- feeing Judge, the craft through which

ihcy have here lain concealed, the fubtcr-

fuges
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fuges and falfe pleas by which they now serm.

ftrive to quiet the mifgivings of
,
their own ^^^'

hearts, being no longer of avail, the fight

of thofe whom they have pillaged, or on

whom they have impofed, will at once har-

row up their fouls, and put an end forever

to that deceitful calm by which they were

lulled to their deflrudion.

Neither ought the probable fenfations of

another tribe to be palled over unnoticed j

thofe, I mean, who delight in what may

juftly be termed the mifchief of the tongue.

Many are there in the world who fuffer in

their reputation, in their peace, and in their

fortunes, from idle tales, falfe reports, or

jnalicious fuggeftions, the authours of

which continue unknown, and in numerous

cafes even unfufpedied ; but of whom it is

almoft equally difficult to fay, what plca-

fure they can now find in the wrongs they

commit, and the unhappinefs they occasion,

and what pangs they will feel, when thofe

whofe fecret enemies they have been, (liall

with them ftand, ready to receive the final

fentence
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SERM. fentence from Him who judgeth rightly!

^^^' Sufliciently fevere ye will undoubtedly con-

ceive, muft be the afflifting fenfe that even

thefe criminals will then have of their own
deferts, and of the difgrace and condemna-

tion impending over them: but all confi-

dcration of their diilrefsful feelings, will

vanifh on the mention of thofe which, in

the fame hour, will be the portion of others

who have employed their fpeech to ftill

more pernicious purpofes ; the men, I mean,

whofe powers of perfuaiion have been ex-

erted in mifleading the ignorant and unwary

into tranfgrelTion, or in feducing the un-

fufpicious and innocent from the paths of

righteoufnefs. When the vi(5lims which

the nefarious cruelty of fuch have immo-

lated to their paffions, fhall, by the agoni-

zing terrours with which they anticipate

. the fentence due to their own crimes, bear

telHmony to the deeper guilt of thofe who

caufed them to offend, the laihes with

which the feducers will then be fcourged

by their confciences muft, ye are fenfible,

prove fuch as no comparifon drawn from

the
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the fcorpion whips, with which the mofl: serm.

inventive poets have armed their feigned ^^^*

minifters of vengeance, can reach ; it is

infpiration alone that will fupply an ade-

quate image, by teaching us to call their

fufferings the commencement of everlafting

burnings.

Still there is an aggravation that may be

added even to the mental fufferings of

thefe; an aggravation which may at firft,

perhaps, occur to only a few among you ;

but in your opinion of which, when once

mentioned, all will unite: it is in cafes

where the perfons fo miferably betrayed to

their own ruin, had peculiar claims to th^

protedion of the very wretches that feduced

them. This ftroke, ye may juftly think,

carries the pidure of human infamy to its

utmoft height, and, confequently, prognof-

ticates the moft acute mifery in the breaft of

the guilty, when the blood of thofe, who

through them perifh in their iniquities, is

about to be required at their hands. But,

alas ! for the human race ! How great

fimili-
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fimilitude to this tranfgreffion is bom by

conducft that prevails far and wide among

us ! For are not thofe betrayed into fin by

the very perfons who are moft ftriftly

toLind to guard them againft tranfgreffion;

whofe trefpaifes are owing to the want of

the inftrudtion and difcipline which their

parents have negle6led to give them ? And
are not thofe, indeed, feduced into it, whom
the bad example of their parents has, from

their infancy, taught and encouraged to

trample on the laws of God ? Confider,

therefore, while the reflecftion can produce

fomething more beneficial to yourfelves than

ineffedual remorfe, what anguifh will, in

that day, pierce the hearts of thofe parents

who receive from their children tremblins:

on the brink of the gulph of everlafting

perdition, a glance of reproach, charging

them with being the authours of the end-

lefs mifery into which their unhappy ofF-

fpring are going to be plunged. Let high

and low, rich and poor, liflen to the calls

thus made on them, to pay every attention

that can prevent their children from taking

I the
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Ae paths of errour and of vice—let them serm,

no longer prefer fafhion to chriftianity ; nor ^^^*

the chance of their fuccefs in this world,

to the hope of their everlafting happinefs

in the next. Let not the imbecility of your

own minds ruin them by indulgence ; much

lefs permit the contagion of your example

to draw them from the narrow path of

virtue—but check every propenfity to thefe

things by recollefting, that the day is ap-

proaching, when the guilt of them would

draw on you looks of unutterable complaint

from thofe to whom ye have given birth,

reproaching you with nothing lefs than

having changed the exiftence of them who

looked up to you as the guides, becaufe ye

were the authours of their lives, into an

everlafting curfe.

Although inexpreffible, as ye already per-

ceive, muft be the confufion and diflrefs of

the guilty arifing from the fingle circum-

ftance of being brought to face all who

have juft caufe of complaint againfl them,

yet we cannot appreciate the wretchcdnefs

of
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of their fituation as we ought, without

taking into confideration the next circum-

flance mentioned in the text; that of thofe

books being opened, in which the things

as yet unknown to the perfons againft

whom they were committed, are contained.

But the feehngs neceflarily to be produced

by the certain expectation of fuch a difclo-

fure, mufl be conlidered on fome future

opportunity. I can detain you no longer at

prefent than to befeech you immediately to

turn to that line of conducft, which is pre-

fcribed by the knowledge of the circum-

ftances laid before you in the prefent dif-

courfe, " that the Lord hath prepared His

feat unto judgement," and that thofe who

fleep in the duft of the earth fhall awake.

Even while I have been fpeaking to them,

it may poffibly have occurred, that in re-

fpe(5t to fome perfons towards v%/hom ye

have negied:ed it, it is no longer in your

power to follow our bleiTed Lord's direc-

tion, if thy brother have ought againll: thee,

go firll:, be reconciled unto him. Let there-

fore the uncertainty of your being able to

make
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make reparation for any future trefpafTes, sep.m.

and your confcioufnefs tnat it is impoffible ^'^^'

to do fo for fome that are paft, have their

due effedis in teaching you caution and

humihty, that through the former ye may

avoid adding to your guilt, and by the

latter, deprecate that indignation which

your mifconduct hath already merited. This

admonition is applicable to us all. But for

any who may be confcious of any of the

more atrocious inflances of guilt to which

I have alluded, let fuch take the only me-

thod of efcaping the mifery of which I

have been endeavouring to give you an ufe-

ful, though I could attain to the defcription

of no other than a moft inadequate and

faint idea ; let them follow the example of

the holy pfalmift, in immediate and iincere

repentance ; let them call their own ways

to remembrance, and make haile, and turn

their feet unto the teftimonies of the Lord,

** Becaufe He cometh, becauf^ he cometh

to judge the world with righteoufnefs, and

the people with His truth.''

yoL, III. SER-



i



SERMON VIII.

ON THE LAST JUDGEMENT.

Rev. XX. 12.

And I faw the dcad^ [mail and greats Jland

before God \ and the books were opened:

and another book was opened^ which is the

hook of life. And the dead were judged

out of thofe things which were written in

the books, according to their works,

"\ 71 7" HEN 1 before addrefTed you on this serM.

aweful and important fubjed:, I pro- viii.

pofed to confine my difcourfe to an enquiry

into, what feelings muft naturally be excited

in our minds by each of the circumftances,

which the evangelift has enumerated in the

words of the text; and I accordingly, at

that time, proceeded to invejftigate thofe

L % which,
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SERM. which, we mull fuppofe, wall arife on
^^^^- finding ourfeh'es arraigned before the throne

of God, and confronted with all to whom
we have, in this life, given jull caufe of

complaint againf!: us. The next to be con-

iidered are the fenfations which we muft

exped: to experience on the opening of the

records of our condu(5t : thefe, indeed, the

finners, with an high hand, thofe who have

learned to make a mock at fin, may defy,

as thinking themfeives pafi: what they are

pleafed to call fuch w'eaknefs ; but in all

others, the very fenfe of fhame juflifies a

hope of their repentance, and yields encou-

ragement to fuppofe, that in many breafls

ferious confideration of what all who will

not prepare in time to meet that day, miifl

then undergo, may produce the mofl bene-

ficial eifeds.

Suppofe yourfelves at once, then, in the

lituation defcribed, the fecrets of your hearts

going to be difclofed, and God about to

judge openly not only all your adions and

every w^ord, but the concealed motives of

thefe,
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thefe, thofe inmoft thoughts of your breafls serm.

ivhich ye have never ventured even to viii.

whifper to a friend. For of all thefe our

blelled Lord and His apoftles have affured

us we (hall render account: ** There is

nothing covered, that fhall not be revealed ;

neither hid, that fhall not be known. What-

foever ye have fpoken in darknefs, fhall be

heard in the light, in the day when God

fliall judge the fecrets of man by Jefiis

Chrift, according to the Gofpel.'*

The certain alTurance of fuch an exami-

nation will raife in our minds reflexions on

the impurity and guilt of the natural man,

that will convince us of the abfolute necefr

iity of expiation and fan(ftification by fome

means far above our own power, and, con-

fequently, difpofe us gladly to receive thofe

which God hath been pleafed to appoint,

the blood of His Son, and the grace of His

Holy Spirit j that our fins being blotted

out in that day, we may not be partakers

of the agonizing feelings then excited by

the manifeftation of deeds, the perpetrators

' L 3 of
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SERM. of which, by efcaping the knowledge of

^JJ^^^^
the world, have been milled into a deceitful

hope, that their crimes would lie ever con-

cealed. For how will every Wretch then,

to whofe undivLilged crimes neither remif-

fion has been granted on repentance, nor

amendment produced by merciful correc-

tion, be feized with terrour at the difcovery

made of his iniquities ! How will thofe

who have encouraged themfelves in fin, by

faying, ** No man fhall fee us," be con-

founded, when the volumes of tranfgreflion

are opened !

Let but each of the guilty recolle(5l what

crime it is that he moft earneflly wifhes to

keep concealed from the world, then let

him lay it to his heart, that this very fault,

of the difcovery of which the leaft danger

now fills his breaft with tormenting anxiety,

fhall then be brought to light before the

whole affembiy of heaven and of earth;

and it may be hoped, the anticipated hor-

rours he will feel, will produce. the moft

fervent exertions to prevent, by lincere con-

trition
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1

trltion and real reformation, the a6lual dif- serm.

grace and unbounded mifery, which will
^ ^J;}]^

otherwife burfl like a tempeft upon him.

- The word of God," faith St. Paul.

** is quick and powerful, and fharper than

any two-edged fword, piercing even to the

dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, and of

the joints and marrow, and is a Difcerner

of the thoughts and intents of the heart.'*

Now this truth is more efpecially experi-

enced by us, when thofe pafTages of holy

writ are repeated, in which mention is made

of the lafl judgement: the word of God

then, indeed, direds all our attention to the

danger of our own iituation, fends us into

ourfelves, and turns up to our view all

thofe trefpaffes which lay buried in our

hearts under the cares or the pleafures of

life. Do not ye yourfelves now bear wit-

nefs to the juftice of thefe alTertions ? Are

not the thoughts of each of you, at this

moment, employed on thofe fecret iins

which I am warning you God will then ict

in the light of His cjuntenance-? Confider,

L 4
'

there-
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SERM. therefore, the unpleafantnefs of your pre-

^^^^' fent feelings as but a very flight forctafte

of thofe which await the carelefs, the ob-

fl:inate, the impenitent, when deeds now

unfufpedicd fhall be proclaimed, authours

o{ mifchief now unaccufed difcovered, and

the moft myflerious tranfadlions of this life

unravelled, and all the ad:ors in them

charged with their peculiar guilt.

It is in this world often ufed as a confo-.

lation by the friends of thofe who have

committed any fhameful deed, that the dif-

grace of the culprit will be known only to

a few, that induflry and caution will pre-

vent the fame of it reaching far—But how

fhort a time will this ftudied concealm^ent

laft ! the veil which the partial benevolence

of earthly friends thus fpreads, wdll, by the

juftice of the heavenly Judge, quickly be

torn afunder ! Men much experienced in

tlie ways of the work^, are now wont to

deem the earth little better than one con-

tinued fcene of impoiition ; But w^hat will

it appear, then, when to the pretended con-

fidence

9
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fidence of many of the enemies of reli- serm,

gion, will be oppofeJ private acts of a fear ^^^^»

worthy to be laughed at ; when paft repu-

tation for fandity, felf-denial, meeknefs,

and other virtues, (hall at once vanifh on

the difclofure of deeds which fliall leave

the guilty no higher honour than that of

excelling in difumulation, and not too, per-

haps, without the additional mortification

of having themfelves declared the authours

of evils, of which they theirfclves enter-

tained no idea, when they ventured on the

tranfgreflions that caufed them ! Of this,

at leail, I conceive we need have little doubt

in regard to that vice which, in the apoftle's

phrafe, fets the world on fire, the mifufe

of the tongue, when the circumfpeftion

expreffed by, '* I w^ould not have it known
that I w^as the perfon who faid it," can no

longer be of avail. When the authour of

every flander, the wilful propagator of every

calumny fhall be dragged to light, when
thofe who with mifchievous ingenuity have

devifed, and with malicious joy watched

over the fuccefs of falfe reports to another's

hurt.
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SERM. hurt, fliall, by the records of Heaven, tie

^^'^^' convidled of thcfe diabohcal pradiices,

which they had fafely carried on in defiance

of .human enquiry, their confufion muft

be fuch that any attempt io defcribe it

would demonftrate a moft inadequate fenfe

of its greatnefs. For will not all who have:

by their means been mifled, and induced to

believe or retail their fictions, all who
thereby have been brought to a6t with dif-

trufl: or unkindnefs to thofe who were falfely

accufed, all who in any v/ay fuffered by

the difagreenients and contefts which their

falfities occafioned, ftand as appealing againft

them to Him before whom the falfe tongue

is an abomination ?

But if, in fuch diflrefs the lying lips

(hall begin to have their reward, What por-

tion of anguifh will, at the fame hour, feize

on the deceitful heart.?. Of His judgement

who knoweth what is* in man, not only the

actions and the words ot Plis creatures will

be fubjedis, but even their rnotives ; or to

fpeak more corrccilly, thcfe more efpecially

than
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than the former, fince, by them alone, the serm.

defert of the other can be tried. It can viii.

fcarcely have efcaped your obfervation, that

by the image of our being judged out of

thofe things which are written in the books,

is exprefTed the accuracy with which will

be brought to light every circumftance that

is neceflary to juftify, before men and angels,

the fentence to be pronounced on the con-

demned : and in thofe refped;ing their mo-

tives is particularly contained the guilt of

hypocrites. Since their crime conlifts fpe-

cifically in pretending other motives for

their behaviour than thofe from which they

really a(5t. To how many various fpecies

of thefe criminals the anguifli of deted:ion

will then reach, it would be difficult to fay:

for though we moft frequently ufe hypo-

crify for a falfe fhew of religious principle,

yet it feems by no mean proper to confine

it to that j lince the enemies of all religion

(an hoft that now appears to encreafe daily)

aflTume a love of truth, and delire to free

men from the bondage of fuperftition, as

the motives of their condud. What then

will
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SERM. will be the afton-ifliment of their admirers !

VIII. What their own confuiion ! When it fhall

appear that in reahty pride or vanity ruled

their hearts, and direded their operations

;

or that the very righteoufnefs of the law

which they oppofed, by forbidding the gra-

tification of their paflions, made them io

adverfe to it ! How fevere mufl be the

mortification of having all the admiration^

for which men have in this life been wading

through the depths of hypocrify, fuddenly

annihilated by its being manifcfted, that not

the motives for v\^hich they received fo

much praife, but others widely different

fwayed their minds 1

v

Here let the guilty of every kind of in-

iincerity refledt on the difgrace they are

preparing for themfeh^es j let not the tri-

bute of applaufe they now receive for their

afTumed characters, blind them to their own

. deftrudiion : let not vain glory caufe you

to prefer the prefent praii'e of man to the

approbation of Him who feeth not as man

leeth. For how miferable will be the flate

of
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of thofe, who having here^oftentatloufly serm,

difplayed their good works, fhall then have ^^^^*

nothino- new to balance all the concealed

faults then firft difclofed ! But far more

wretched that of all who, under a fair fem-

blance, have palled through life profecuting

the views of felf-intereft alone. By difco-

veries like thefe will many that are now

firfl then be laft, and numbers who before

they fell afleep were honoured, will awake

to everlafting contempt.

Guilt does, in this world, not only expe-

rience great forbearance, but through the

prevailing number of culprits, receives no

fmall countenance ; but when at the refti-

tution of all things on the lide of virtue,

there fhall appear not only all the righteous

fons of Adam, but fuperiour beings innu-

merable, headed by Him to Whom all

iniquity is abomination. With what fenfa-

tions will finners then endure that publica-

tion of their vilenefs, which fhall finally

ftamp their characters in the prefence of

thofe who will view them with the mofl

unequivocal
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SERM. unequivocal difguil? Recoiled, therefore,

VIII. that how eafy ibever we may now find it

to impofe on others, by doing this in any

manner, we fhall only deceive ourfelves

more miferabiy ; becaufe a little while, and

the frauds pradifed on them fhall be fet

right j but the efFccfls of thefe miftakes of

our own muft be everlafling j for behold,

on convidtion, fentence is to follow !

The fufFerings of mind produced by great

difappointment and other fevere misfor-

tunes, are fuch as no man would be willino:

needlefsly to undergo; but compare the

greatefl: mifery thefe can occafion here with

the regret, the anguifh, and the defpair,

which mufl arife on hearing our heavenly

Judge decide againft us, and the former

will appear as nothing. Then will many

who now think prefent enjoyment, or

worldly profit, only worth their attention,

begin to bewail the folly of their choice,

to lament the opportunities they have milled,

the happinefs they have loft, ** We have

erred (they will then fay) from the way of

truth ^-
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truth j we have wearied ourfelves in the serm.

way of wickednefs and deflriKflion. What ^^^^*

hath pride profited us ? Or what good have

riches with our vaunting brought us ? All

thofe things are pafTed away hke a fhadow !*'

When they behoki mukitudes, which no

man can number, come from the eaft, and

from the weft, and from the north, and

from the fouth, and fit down with Abra-

ham, Ifaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets,

in the kingdom of God, and fee themfelves

thruft out; think, timely and efFcd:ually

think, what will then be the torments of

their hearts. When in the feparation which

our bleffed Saviour hath told us, He will

then make among all nations, dividing them

as a fhepherd divideth his flicep from his

goats, they fee thofe whom they were wont

to defpife preferred before them by the un-

erring judgement of our divine Mafter,

when they find the very maxims they ufed

to laugh at, the condu6l they ufed to ridi-

cule, crowned with the fupreme reward of

flis approbation. Will they not, when they

behold the fervant of God thus exalted, rer

penting
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SERM. penting and groaning for anguifh of fpirit,

viix. naturally fay within themfelves, *' This

was he whom we had fometimes in deri-

iion, and a proverb of reproach : we fools

accounted his life madnefs, and his end to

be without honour: now is he numbered

among the children of God, and his lot is

among the faints
!

"

Far be it from me to exhibit a needlefs

fcene of horrour to your minds ; but fince

the day is fail coming on us all, in which

we fhall neceiTarily fland in«our lot, either

on.the right or the left hand of the judge-

ment-feat, according to our works, every

call to reflection (hould be ufed, every topic

fhould be difculTed which is likely to pre-

vail on you to prepare to meet your Judge;

and therefore, I now put it to your hearts

again, Should not yourfelves, think ye, in

the cafe juft ftated, feel the fame diftrefs,

and make nearly the fame refledtions that I

have repeated ? Would not the dread of

the punifhments to which ye were about to

be configncd, gvervvhehn you with tribu-

lation
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lation and anguilli ? Or could the fearful serm.

doom, the irrevocable fentence, ** Depart ^^^^*

from me ye workers of iniquity into ever-

lalling fire prepared for the devil and his

angels," be received but with weeping and

gnaftiing of teeth ?

I have, indeed, been hitherto able only to

confider one part of the judgement de-

fcribed in the text, that which is calculated

to excite in you fear, circumfped:ion, and

timely effort to avoid being involved in it

—

the opening of the book of life, in which

may God grant we all may find our names

written, (and if Vv^e do not it will be our

own fault) and the joy attending both the

hope and the hearing of our fentence out

of that, may hereafter be inveftigated. For

the prefent I muft conclude with exhorting

you to let the nearnefs, and the manifefl

figns of the approach of this great day,

when a new arrangement of men and things

will determine our lot for ever, make 4

beneficial impreflion on your hearts.

VOL. III. M The
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SERM. The interval in which any of us may
VIII. have it in our power thus to prepare our-

felves for judgement, will at mod: be ex-

tended not to many years, while to fome

but a few remain j and we are all uncertain,

whether we may not be called to-morrow,

or even to-night ; yet come when it will,

we know, we muft obey the fummons.

Viewing circumftances in this manner,

therefore, to each individual of us our

Judge flandeth nigh, even at the door. And

for the tokens of the coming of that day

upon all the inhabitants of the earth, the

equity and the mercy of God have provided,

ever lince He declared His purpofe to judge

the world, that no generation of Chriftians

fhould pafs without fufficient warning to

exped: it, the cares and the pleafures of this

life may make us inattentive to them, and

we may think, that had we lived in earlier

ages we fhould have been fo ilricken with

the figns and wonders then wrought, as to

have had our fouls alive to the hope of our

Lord's return. But as our predeceffours in

the middle ages were, by having no gain-

fayers
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fayers to diflurb their faith, placed on a serm.

level with thole who went before them, ^i^['

but whole confidence, in the midft of oppo-

nents, was fupported by recent miracles

;

fo we, by the accumulating teftimony of

prophecies now rapidly accomplilliing in

the world, have a light fliining on us, fuf-

ficient to guide us through all the difficul-

ties, which the prevailing apoftacy of the

times throws in our way. We have only

to be fincere and earnell: in making due ufe

of it, then far from our divine Mafter's

coming in a day that we think not of, and

in an hour that we are not aware, and giving

us a portion with the unbelievers, He will

find us watching, and verily we fhall be

numbered amono thofe blelTed fervants unto

whom He will give a crown of life

!

M z SER-





SERMON IX.

ON THE LAST JUDGEMENT*

Rev. XX. 12^

And I faw the dead^ fiiall and greats JIa?7d

before God ; and the books were opened:

and another book was opened^ which is the

book of life : and the dead were judged out

of thofe thi?jgs which were written in the

books ^ according to their works.

TTAVING already endeavoured, in two seRM.

difcourfes on thefe words, to imprefs ix.

on your minds an effcd:ual fenfe of the tri-

bulation, anguifh and defpair, which the

circumftances of judgement thus depi6led

by the evangelift, may naturally be expected

to raife in the fouls of all, who fhall have

M 3 heglecfled
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SERM. negledled to lay hold on mercy during the

^ * day of falvation ; it now remains to call

your attention to the more plealing fcene,

which an innumerable company even of

fuch as were fometime finners, but have

been wafhed, fand:ified, and juftified in the

name of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit

of our God, will as necelTarily exhibit

through the rapturous feelings of their

hearts at the glorious appearance of Him,

in Whom, though they have not feen Him,

they yet have believed.

Refledion fuggefts, and revelation con-

firms the fuggelHon, that judgement will

overtake us as death found us ; I mean that

durins: the intermediate ftate, neither our

charad:ers, nor the nature of our exped:a-

tions, will undergo any change; for as on

the one hand, '* Repentance in the grave

there is none;" fo on the other, *' Blefied

are the dead which die in the Lord !" The

contraft, therefore, which appears between

the linner and the rigliteous in their laft

moments in this ftate, will be continued in

the
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the next j and by coniidering the fenfations serm.

of the latter, as direcftly contrary to thofe ix.

of the former, we (hall, perhaps, arrive

more nearly than by any other way, at a

juft idea of the joy and exultation which

they, who love His appearance, will feel,

when they fhall awake up after the likenefs

of Him, who hath redeemed them out of

every kindred, and tongue, and people, and

nation.

As aftonifhment, confufion, and terrour,

feem the efFed:s to be expected in the breafts

of the infidel and the blafphemer, on find-

ing themfelves actually before the throne

of their heavenly Judge, fo joy, compla-^

cency, and the moft delightful anticipation

of permanent fecurity, and encreafing hap-

pinefs, will naturally arife in the heart of

every faithful fervant on the fight of his

divine' Mailer. To fay, that human lan-

guage cannot exprefs the triumphs of that

day, is faying but little indeed, fince there

is no reflediing mind which will not, on

experiment, find all its powers of imagina*

M 4 tion
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SERM. tion totally unable to form any fatisfadory

i^ ,

^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ exultation which muft be the

portion of thofe who have believed, when
He who is now gone to prepare a place for

them fhall, according to His promife, come
again in glory, •' to take them unto Him-
felf, that where He is there they may be
alfo."

Ye know how much the heart may be

elated with imaginary honour, and the falfe

glories of this world j ye are confcious how
grateful to the human mind is a via:ory in

any contefl, and what felf-gratulation arifes

even from being able to convince an oppo-
nent in debate, that the propolition we
maintained is right. What then mufi: be
the juftly-founded raptures of thofe, who
having fought the good fight in this life,

and contended for the truth, fliall fee the

palm given to their arguments, and their

confidence eftabliihed, by the fitting of that

tribunal, the exped:ation of which they

boldly confefTed, and to whofe decifions they

were wont refolutely to appeal ? in lieu of

4 the
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the (hrieks of difmay then uttered by the serm.

enemies of the Gofpel, Will not the vi(flo- ^^*

rious foldicrs of Chrift, at this fight, be

ready, in triumphant accents, to exclaim,

** Lo, this is our God, we have waited for

Him, and He will fave us : this is the

Lord, we have waited for Him, we will

be glad, and rejoice in His falvation."

In proportion to the fufferings they palTed

through for His fake, muft be their joy at

beholding their Deliverer—the weight of

contumely which has been thrown on them,

the bitternefs of the mortifications they have

endured, the feverity of the provocations

they have withftood, will, according to

their meafure, all contribute to the encreafe

of their blifs, on finding that the hour of

their redemption is arrived. Then w^ill be

underftood the faying that is written,

** BlefTed are they which are perfecuted for

righteoufnefs fake ! And bleifed are ye,

when men fliall revile you, and perfecute

you, and fliall fay all manner of evil againft

you, falfely for my fake!" Then will ye

. who
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SERM. who have been fincere in your obedience to

IX. the do(^i:rine of Chrift, begin to experience

the extenfivenefs of thofe bleffings which

He promifed to fuch as would hften to His

Words. How the poor in fpirit, the mourn-

ers, and the meek, can properly be pro-

nounced bleffed, will then no longer need

explanation j their extafies at the vifible

prefence of Him whofe example they en-

deavoured to follow through fufFerings, will

prove that their pafl afflictions were but the

feeds of joy. For if the mere ceafing of

oppreffion, be a relief often earneftly wifhed

for j if death be deiired as a refuge from

the cruelty of men, and the evils of the

world, What will be your rejoicing who
now fuffer for others, or mourn within

yourfelves, v>/hen ye behold Him feated on

the throne of power, to whofe proted:ion

ye have fo often commended yourfelves,

whofe promife ye have, that He v/ill wipe

away your tears ?

Caufe enough for the righteous foul to

grieve has the world ever yielded, from the

Ihedding
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fhedding of the blood of Abel to the death serm.

of the lateil, who have perifhed in inno- ^X-

cence, or the caiife of truth; but if ever

there were days that more peculiarly excited

the feelings of the pious; if ever there

were a time in which the enormity of tranf-

greffions caufed thofe who hunger, and

thirft after righteoufncfs, thofe who are

merciful, and thofe who are pure in heart,

to figh and look upward, our own are

fuch : from the difgufi:, then, which ye

conceive at the attempts made in thefe days

to eradicate from among men every prin-

ciple, and every fymptom of piety ; from

the horrours with which ye are ilricken at

the nefarious mockeries of juflice, at the

promifcuous and extenfive flaughters that

have now been perpetrated ; from the an-

guifli of fpirit with which ye hear the de-

tails of the blafphemies, the cruelties, and

the impurities in which thofe who have re-

nounced God and His Chrift now glory

;

Eftimate the relief ye will hereafter experi-

ence, the joy which will fpring in your

hearts, the delight which will pervade your

breafts.
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SERM. breafis, when ye behold (in the language

IX. of the prophet) the Sun of righteoufnefs

arife with healing in His wings, and order-

ing to be gathered out of His kingdom all

things which offend, and then! which do

iniquity, eftablifh that everlafting dorninion

of His own, which (hall never pafs away.

Neither will ye whofe Ibuls are now grieved

at diffenfions which ye cannot heal ; at

quarrels and ftrife, the bitfemefs of which

ye cannot affuage, feel lefs relief, when ye

perceive an end at once put to the wide

extended miferies that fpring from thefe,

by the appearance of that Prince of peace,

of the encreafe of whofe government there

fhall be no end.

And thus behold the firfl part of youf

future happinefs neceffarily taking its de-

gree from what ye in this life fuffer through

your virtues ! Go now, and complain of

the hard fervice of religion ; murmur at

the felf-denial which the Gofpel prefcribes j

it forbids, ye may fay, the gratification of

even natural appetites; it prefcribes a fo-

briety
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briety of condud moft irkfome to the lovers serm.

of pleafure, moft intolerable to the votaries ^^'

of fafhion; harfhly contradid:ory to the

maxims of the world, it treats as of no

worth qualities highly efteemed among

rnen, and iniifts on practices which invite

infult, and a temper that provokes impoli-

tion : but remember, that this burthen,

whatever it be, will to thofe (and to thofe

only) who endure it to the end, work a far

more exceeding weight of glory ! Ye may

fhrink from the trial, if fuch be your

choice, but verily thofe alone who iinifh

the courfe can be crowned !

When enquiring into the probable fenfa-

tions of the wicked at the aweful feafon we

are confidering, it appeared, that the more

particular we made our inveftigation, the

greater feemed the threatened horrours that

await them. The contraft between the im-

penitent and the righteous will even, in this

circumftance, hold good ; for carry on your

thoughts to the next particular of the text,

that of the perfons who will be aflembled

before
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before the judgement-feat of Chrift, and

conceive, if ye can, the joy it muft give

you at this moft important, and laft needful

day, to find a fufficient number around you

who would teftify, that when hungry, ye

fed ; when thirily, ye gave drink to j when

naked, ye cloathed; when Grangers, ye re-

ceived ; when fick and in prifon, ye vifited

thofe, of whom, your Judge has declared,

that He will confider fuch good offices done

to them, as performed towards Himfelf!

Thofe undefcribed fenfations which ye feel

6n performing ad:s of benevolence, are,

doubtlefsly, attached by our ever-bleffed

Creatour to fuch practices, that they may

ferve us as incitements to make unto us

friends by the Mammon of unrighteoufnefs,

that they may receive us into everlafling

habitations j and the happinefs with which

the confcioufnefs of fuch good works fill

your hearts at prefent, ye may well confider

as a foretafte, however flight, of the abun-

dant felicity awaiting you, when He, whofe

commandment to love your brethren, ye

have obeyed, appearing to take account of

His
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His fervants, ye fee yourfelves furrounded serm.

by fuch as will bear you witnefs, that ye ^^•

have not been barren nor unfruitful in the

knowledge of our Lx)rd Jefus Chrifl.

Liften to the ftrains in which the great

apoftle of the Gentiles anticipates the hap-

pinefs he expected to derive from fome, to

whom he had been made the minifter of

good. *' For what (faith he) is our hope,

our joy, our crown of rejoicing ? Are not

ye in the prefence of our Lord Jefus Chrifl

at His coming ? For ye are our glory and

joy !" So to all who have been willing in-

ftruments of the divine mercy, in minifter-

ing to the natural or moral wants of men,

whether by relieving the poor, intruding

the ignorant, or reclaiming the tranfgref-

fours, (liall the appearance of thofe to whom
they are confcious of having thus performed

the talk their Lord hath enjoined them,

yield joy and glory, when their eyes meet-

ing the grateful looks of thofe who, by

their well-timed bounty, were prefervcd

from giving way to temptations to difhonefty

that
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SERM. that then preffed fore upon them, or by
i^* their lelTons were dehvered from the deceit-

fulnefs of errour, and all the dreadful con-

fequences of impious maxims, or by their

friendly warnings and earnefl: admonitions,

converted from fin unto righteoufnefs, fhall,

from the humble confidence of their coun-

tenances, inform them of the blefTed effed:s

of their charitable exertions. What exul-

tation, what a crown of rejoicing, will they

not then find in works, which, though here

perhaps little noticed, have followed them

to the throne of judgement ! And if fuch

kindnefs to whom ever exercifed, fhall then

whifper peace and joy to your fouls, where

it has produced its intended efFed:s on thofe

to whom we are more nearly related in the

flefh. Will not the knowledge of them raife

fenfations dire<5tly oppofite to the anguifh

and the horrour which await the negligent

parent, and the faithlefs guardian? Will

not ye who have taught your children and

your houfeholds to keep the way of the

Lord, and to do juflice and judgement,

who have endeavoured to infufe into their

hearts
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hearts not the love of the world, but the s^^^»

love of God, and directed their attention
^^*

beyond thofe which are feen, to the things

which are not feen, in that hour rejoice

with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory,

over thofe whom ye yourfelves direcfted to

the path of life ?

Rapturous, indeed, will be the feelings'

fpringing from this fource, yet muft they

receive encreafe from the next fucceeding

circumftance in this great procefs, the open-

ing of the books ; by which the characters

of the righteous will be cleared not only

from the refle(flions of the invidious, and

the mifreprefentations of the malicious, but

from the degrading, though groundlefs im-

putations, of the ignorant and the foolifh,

who, under the proud affectation of pity,

often cenfure conduct, of which the mo-

tives are fufficiently exalted, to be far above

out of their light.

The victories of the righteous are chiefly

gained over himfdf, and, confequently,

VOL. in. N make
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make neither noife or appearance in the

world, though the meafures necelfary to

them may often require a condud:, to which

the diiToUue or the thoughtlefs will readily

apply the opprobrious terms of unfocial,

niggardly, and fpiritlefs. But be of good

courage, ye who feek not the praife of

men j the lefs known to the world your

prefent labours are, the greater fliall be your

glory before the throne of Him in whofe

light ye wifli to fland approved ; your hea-

venly Father Who feeth in fecret, will re-

Ward you openly : and " when the book

of life is opened, with great boldnefs will

ye fland before the face of fuch as afflid;cd

you, and made no account of your labours !

'*

Often, in. the anguifli of your fouls, have

ye appealed to the judgement of your God,

for the innocence of your condud:, for the

reditude of your intentions ; often com-

plained of the cruelty ot the iufpicions en-

tertained, and of the llandcrs uttered againft

you ; how your words have been mifinter-

preted, your deeds mifrcprefented, and your

good evil fpoken of; but behold the hour

comcth,
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CDmcth, when for all your griefs, ye (hall serm.

receive more than double, at the hand of v^-J^^

Him who judgeth rightly ! Think, what

will then be your joy, when you receive

the authoritative afTurance, that the end ye

fought in all labours is fee u re ! What your

ecftafy on hearing your names announced

among thofe that are written in Heaven

!

We know from numerous examples, that

tidings of great joy can excite fenfations fo

exquifitely great, as in our prefent frame can-

not even be fupported j What then fhall we
think of the feelings of thofe who, without

fainting under it, will experience a hap-

pinefs to which the higheJl: this flate can

yield, will bear no comparifon !

And yet great, inconceivably great, as

this mull be, judge ye, whether it will not

be augmented by hearing any whom we have

loved in this ftate, called to the fame happy

lot. Neither entertain in your hearts any

mifgivings that the enjoyments of the

righteous from the laft circumftance, will

be at all counterbalanced by their forrow

Is c; i; for
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SERM. for thofe whom, having here regarded, they

IX- (liall perceive are configned to a different

doom. The pious, indeed, are not ufed to

be intimately connected with thofe whom
they know to be ungodly, the number of

fuch cafes w^ill, therefore, be by this mean

reduced ; and where they have unwittingly

contraded a perfonal affection for them, the

vilenefs then manifefled in the condemned,

will in the fpirits of jufl men made per-

fed:, raife an abhorrence of their chara6ters,

which will at once extinguifh all affection,

and make them acquiefce, without reluc-

tance, in the juftice of their fentence.

Should it farther fuggeft itfelf to you,

that in a difclofure of conducft fo general,

even of the beft men many things muft be

revealed of which they will then be

afhamed, and hence your hopes of unmixed

happinefs be leifened. Attend to the parti-

cular language of the text j
'

' And another

book was opened, which is the book of

life." As if it had' been faid, the fecret

deeds of the wicked, indeed, lliall be brought

to
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to liglit, to prove the juftice of their con- serm.

demnation, but the naming of the good, as ,^

the chofen of God, will be a fufficieht

teilimony of their worth, while their tranf-

greflions of which they have truly repented,

fhall not be called to remembrance, accord-

ing to the word of the Lord by the prophet

Ezekiel, ** If the wicked turn from his

fin, and do that which is lawful and right ,*

if the wicked rcftore the pledge, give again

that he hath robbed, walking in the ftatutes

of life without committing iniquity, he

fhall furely live, he fnall not die. None of

his fins that he hath committed fliall be

mentioned unto him/* Unabaflied, there-

fore, by the repetition of tranfgreffions al-

ready blotted out, having waflied their robes,

and made them white in the blood of the

Lamb ; with enlightened minds and redified

attachments will they be prepared to tafte,

with unmixed enjoyment, the felicity which

will arifc from feeing in the feparation that

the great Shepherd of the flock fhall then

make, thofe whofe fouls were in this life

moil congenial with their own, placed with

N 1 them-
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themfelves- on the right hand; and from

anticipating the blifs of the endlefs ages of

promifed happinefs, on which they are now
about to enter in the company of thofe

with whom they once parted in all the bit-

ternefs of grief, but from whom they fhaljl

henceforth never be feparated. Raife then,

as nearly as ye can, your hearts to an idea

of this fituation, when ye fhall iland, ex-

pelling from the mouth of Him who died

that ye might live, but who liveth for ever

and ever, thefe words, decifive of everlaft-

}x\g felicity, ** Come, ye blefled children

of my Father, receive the kingdom pre-

pared for you from the beginning of the

world/* And confider, whether the hope

of partaking in this lot, at the end of our

days, b? to be relinquifhed for the fake of

any enjoyments we can now have, or

through fear of any exertions that may be

now necefTary—the heart of man, indeed,

cannot conceive the good things which God

hath prepared them that love him ; but

confider only the happinefs which in this

world is provided for the human race, if

fin
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fin had not come in and interrupted the en- serm.

joyment of it ; reflcd: with how great fin-
^^'

cerity yourfelves and others have exclaimed,

How happy could we be but for fuch and

fuch circumftances, all of which arife from

fin in itfelf, or its confequcnces j and ye

will then fo apprehend the peace and joys

of that flate, in which there (hall be no

more curfe, no more death, neither forrow,

nor crying, nor any more pain, as may
excite you to fet your affe(5lions on things

above, to run fo that ye may obtain, and

now, indeed putting away every thing un-

worthy a candidate for Heaven, gain for

yourfelves, though an humble, yet a moft

joyful confidence, that when the judgement

fhall fit, and the books be opened, ye fhall

receive the command to take pofTeffion of

the inheritance of the fons of God, and to

enter into life !

N 4 SER-





X,SERMON
ON THE FUTURE STATE OF HAPPINESS.

Rev. XXI. i.

And I faw a new heaven and a new earth.

"\ TARIOUS particulars of that glorious serm.

inheritance, to which all Chriftians x.

are taught to look as the fure reward of
^'^^'^^^'^

their faith and obedience, are mentioned ia

other parts of the facred writings j but in

the two concluding chapters of the Revela-

tion vouch fafed to the beloved difciple, and

through him given to the church, they are

all placed in one point of view; and the

recovery of fallen man from tranfgreffion,

from the curfe and death, and his reftora-

tion to thofe bleffings, which were forfeited

. by
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1 86 On thefuture State of Happinefs.

SERM. by the fin of our firft parents, the tree of

life, and the prefence of God, are by the

fpirit of prophecy openly declared. And
thus are thefe Holy Scriptures, though con-

iifting of fo many different portions, written

by various perfens, in ages and places

widely diflant, clofed in a manner accu-

rately correfponding with their beginning :

and the account they give us of God's deal-

ings w^ith the human race, is rendered

complete, by being carried on to that time

when, through the omnipotence of their

Creatour*s mercy, they fliall be reftored to

the fecure pofTeifion of that flate of happi-

nefs, in which He had placed them, when

they were firft called into being.

Few perfons, I conceive, read with at-

tention the fecond chapter of Genefis, with-

out regretting the lofs of that paradife,

which the Lord had planted; or without

(on comparing the happy life which the

defcendants of Adam might there have

palled, with their prefent fituation, in the

midfl of frailty, pain, and forrow) being,

led
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led to widi for that reftoration of all serm.

things, with an intimation of which the ^•

Lord God was pleafed to alleviate the fen-

Xence He pronounced on His difobedient

creatures. Now the gratification of fuch a

wi(h, in its fulleft extent, is difplayed to

us in the vifion of the text ; and which I

have chofcn for fubjedt of difcourfe, be-

caufe the particulars therein revealed are

calculated, not only to excite in our minds

the moft earneft defires to be admitted to a

flate fo full of glory and happinefs, but to

convince us alfo of the indifpeniable necelhty

of thofe preparations, v/hich the Gofpel, in

almoft every page, warns us to make againfl

the appearance of that kingdom. May I

not therefore hope, that the attention to

this fubje6t will be as general as the intereft

we have in it, and earneft in proportion to

the lofs with which deficiency on our part

would be attended ?

Now, although the reprefentation which

this vifion contains of the glories of the

heavenly Jerufalem, (called heavenly, be-

caufe
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SERM. caufe it comes down from Heaven) be

X. evident, for the moil part emblematical,
^^^'''^^

though they be defcribed under the images

of thofe things which at prefent convey to

our minds the higheft ideas of pure mag-

nificence, and unclouded fplendour j yet

feveral of the bleliings to be inherited on

the new earth are literally exprelTed, while

even tliofe that are conveyed in figure, are

not fo darkly fhaded, but that we may form

notions of them fafficiently clear and ftrong,

to raife in our breafts moil anxious defires

to be thought worthy of admiflion to them.

If they are not dcfigned to be contemplated

by us, What reafon can be given for their

having been revealed ? Since thefe cannot,

like other parts of the line of prophecy,

be of fervice, when they are fulfilled, as

teflimonies of the truth of revelation ; be-

caufe when the day of judgement is once

arrived, no further demonilration will be

wanting. The end, therefore, of fuch de-.

lineations of particulars of the future ftate,

mull be to arrell our attention, and to ren-

der iis defu'ous of partaking of the good

things
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things thus fet before us in fimilitudes. serm.

And if fo, furely it is not deah'ng fairly x.

by ourfelves, not to make ufe of the means

thus afforded us of engaging our affecftions

on the fide of our real interef]:. We know

that the preference men give to the things

of this life, arifes not from any fuperiority

they are even fiippofed to poffefs over thofe

of the next, but merely from their being

prefent : to counterad:, then, the effects of

a circumftance, which experience fhews to

be fo powerful, we may, by the ufe of re-

fledion, place the future blellings in a light

fo ftrong before our minds, as to make the

deepefl: impreffions on them ; and if we

neglcd: to ufe the power we thus poffefs of

fixing our inclinations on things eternal.

Who but ourfelves will in juftice be to

blame for all the confequences of our thus

adtino^ arainfl: the didates of common

fenfe ? Under this confideration let us pro-

ceed to a brief review of the particulars

mentioned in this moft aweful and intereil-

ing part of revelation.

Q The
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SERM. The firfl more remarkable circumftance

^_^^^^* that occurs in the apoftle's account of the

new earth, is, that on it " there will be no

fea." A point well worthy of attention,

on account of its perfed: confiftency with

that ilate of happinefs we are taught will

be there enjoyed. For of that commercial

intercourfe which is now carried on by

means of the great body of waters, and

which conveys the produc5ts of one country

to fupply the wants of another, there can

be no need in a ilate in which the infirmi-

ties and the neceilities of the prefent (hall

be no longer known. Neither will other

purpofes to which the ocean has here con-

tributed, by keeping nations feparate for

ages, exift in a world, where the whole

difpenfation is complete, and not, as in the

prefent, only in progrefs to fomething here-

after to be revealed. Severe, and many are

the evils caufcJ by the fea ; the profpedl it

yields, however grand and ftriking on the

firll: view, is, in fad:, a barren profped,

and full of melancholy fuggeflions. If an

ocean be fubjed to fiorms, it mufi: occafion

afflidions

;
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1

affli<5lions ; and could we fuppofe it always serm.

free from them, it mufl produce exhala- ^'

tions the mofl noxious and difo:u{l:ino:. So

that in every view taken of it by man, (and,

let it be remembered, it is to man that the

profpedl of happinefs in another world is

intended to be given in the Gofpel) the fea

is a part of the globe he lives on, incom-

patible with the perfecft happinefs of its

inhabitants, and which, confequently, it

might juftly be expe(5ted, would no longer

exift where fuch happinefs is to enjoyed :

in exa6l conformity to w^hich expectation,

excited by reafoning on the very nature of

things, St. John declares, that on the new^

earth he faw " there was no fea."

In the ftatc from which will thus be

banifhed, what is a fource of fo many and

fevere fuiferings in the prefent, ** There

fliall (it was farther revealed to the apoftle)

be no more death, neither forrow, nor cry-

ing; neither fliall there be any more pain."

And thus will the fons of Adam be freed

from all the afflidions under which they at

prelent
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SERM. prefent groan ; with this pecuharity in their

X. ftate of rehef, that there will be room to

dread any alteration of it. Here the cer-

tainty of death, and the uncertainty of its

feafon, render even in the youngeft the en-

tertainment of fanguine hopes of any diftant

enjoyment, a fuV^jed: of reproof, an objedl

of ridicule ; but there ye may plan future

fchemes of happinefs without danger of

difappointment, and engage in the longell

purfuits without hazard of interruption.

Doubt will then give way to fecurity, and

hope be changed into polTeffion. The figh

of mourning, the lamentation of difappoint-

ment, the complaint of oppreffion, and the

lliriek of terrour, will then no more be

heard ; becaufe *
' the former things are

pafTed away ;" but fafety unmenaced, joy

vmalloyed, happinefs unmixed, will be to

thofe who are deemed worthy of an en-

trance into that ftate, becaufe ** the Lord

God hath made all things new.'*

But the particular more circumfhantially

noticed in this portion of the vilion, is

** the'
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** the great city, the Holy Jerufalem,*' de- serm.

fcribed as compofed of materials which ^'

plainly allude to thofe characters of which

its citizens will confiil:. The Lord had

prorriifed, by the prophet Zechariah, to try

the remnant of Ifrael as the gold is tried;

and thus St. John declares, that the city was

of pure gold. By the mouth of the pro-

phet Malachi it was faid likewife, that

thofe who feared the Lord, and thought

upon His name, (hould be His in the day

when He made up His jewels : to this

allufion how Ifrongly anfwers the figurative

defcription of the heavenly Jerufakm : the

building of the wall is of jafper, its foun-

dations are garnifhed with all manner of

precious ftones, and the twelve gates are

twelve pearls. In confillency with other

fcriptures oh the foundations, are infcribcd

the names of the twelve apoflles; and as

entrance into this holy city is accorded only

to thofe who are engrafted into the ilock of

Ilrael, on the twelve gates are the names of

the twelve tribes of the chofen people.

While the number of its fquare meafure

VOL. III. o ' exaiftlv
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SERM. exadlly anfvvers to the number of that glo-

^

rioiis company, which are declared to be

the " firlli-fruits unto God and to the

Lamb." In the midft of this community

are found the trees of hfe, and the river of

life: and to complete the glory of the

fcene, the throne of God and the Lamb
(hall be in it; and ** His fervants fhall fee

His face."

Now what a fubjedl for refled:ion, what

an objed: of earneft defire, is here prefented

to our minds, in the happinefs to be en-

joyed in a world from which every natural

inconvenience, every moral evil, will be

everlaftingly banifhed j and the citizens of

whofe capital will be fpecifically the con-

gregation of the very befl: men that have

paiTed through this life, purified even from

the few imperfediions they betrayed under

the fevereft trials of the prefent world ; and

placed by the unerring fentence of the Judge

of all the earth, in their proper ftation, at

the head of human kind ! For into this

city, it is declared, " they fhall bring the

glory
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glory and the honour of the nations.'* And, serm.

indeed, to dwell round the throne of the ^•

Almighty, and be appointed to redde under

the immediate glory of His vifible prefence,

is a diftindlion, which raifes a creature to

a degree of exaltation, which not the gene-

rality of fons of Adam alone, but, perhaps,

ftill fuperiour beings, may look up to,

while theirfelves move only in a lower

fphere. But '* Will God, indeed, dwell

with men ?" and Can an inheritance like

this be referved for fuch unprofitable fer-

vants ? Thefe are queftions of wonder

which, while they naturally arife from re-

fledling on the immeafurable diftance be-

tween our heavenly Father and ourfelves,

lead alfo to the confideration of the indif-

penfable neceility there is for thofe prepa-

rations which the Gofpel fo earneftly and

fo repeatedly warns us to make againft the

appearance of the kingdom of Heaven.

For if the good things which revelation

thus declares, God hath prepared for thofe

who love Him, be fo excellent, that it is

abfolutely an exercife of our faith to per-

o 2 iuade
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fuade ourfelves of the poffibility of the gift;

how much lefs can we beheve, that any

fhare in them will be granted to thofe, who

refufe to comply with the conditions on

which they are offered j or negledt to obtain

the qualifications, which are declared re-

quifite in every one, who fhall partake of

them ? If ye are aflonifhed, that God

fliould in any wife condefcend to dwell

with men ; ye cannot be furprized that He
Ihould require thofe of them, among whom
He will vouchfafe to dwell, to purify them-

felvcs as He is pure. The very fail of

God's purpofing to exalt all the followers

©f Chrifl: to fuch glory, accounts at once

for the charge given to all who name the

name of Chrift to depart from evil; and

proves, that by the fl:ri(5lnefs of the Gofpel

precepts, it is not merely the exercife of

our faith, or the trial of obedience, that is-

intended ; but the rendering us fuch charac-

ters, as are requifite to fill that high ftation,

to which the goodnefs of God, through

Chrifl, will promote thofe among us, who

choofe to qualify themfelves for it.

Hence-
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Henceforth then, when ye find yourfclves serm.

inclined to complain of the purity which ^•

the Gofpel requires in its difciples, take

into the account the holinefs of that com-

munity, of which thefe difciples are ad-

mitted probationary members ; and afkyour-

felves, whether any charaders fliort of thofe

which we are required to become, would

be fit to be exalted to a flation fo dignified,

fo glorious, as that declared to be referved

for the real followers of Chrift. When ye

would foothe yourfelves under the remiem-

brance of your tranfgreflions, and proceed-

ing in all the cant of the reprobate, ye

argue, that furely the divine mercy will

never require this commiflion, and that

negiecf , at the hands of fo frail a creature

as man ; recolle(ft, that the determinate

connedlion between righteoufncfs and hap-

pinefs is already eflabliflied by the nature

God was pleafed to give to things, when

in the beginning He created them. Con-

fidently with v/hich we find our blclTcd

Lord mentioning the kingdom to be inhe-

rited by thofe of whom He fliall approve,

03 as
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as prepared for them from the beginning of

the world. Proceeding then on thefe fadls j

that without hohnefs, no man (hall fee the

Lord ; and that this hohnefs is a real

charadler, to which alone are adjufted the

glories and the enjoyments, the honour and

the happinefs of the future ftate : confider

the abfolute neceffity of acquiring this holi-

nefs, if ye wifh to be fuccefsful candidates

for a portion among the fons of God. Or

Ihould ye imagine, that a lefs perfed: righte^

oufnefs might fave you from condemnation;

and provided thaf point be fecured, be con-

rent to give up the higheft glory to which

ye are called; (for to what will not the

meannefs of vice fubmit) recoiled:, that the

compofition ye wifh for is not to be made;

for it is declared, that thofe very chara61ers

who, on account of the defilement they

have contradted, (hall not enter into the

lioly city, fhall moreover have their part m
the lake which burneth with fire and brim-

llone. And need ye be told the reafon of

the condemnation of fuch characters ? Or

is it not manifcft to any one, who will be

at
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at the pains of thinking at all ferioufly on this serm.

mofl: important of all fubjecfts, that as they ^*

who have not obtained habits of purity,

charity, and piety, woidd both be uneafy in

themfelves, if placed in a fociety fo holy,

and alfo offend others by the irregularity of

their behaviour, thus interrupting the pro-

mifed tranquility of that happy ibte ; fo

men, who have rejecfted the mercy of God,

defpifed His promifes, and thought fcora

of that heavenly country, are prefumptuous

tranfgreffours, the guilt of whofe difobe-

dience being eftimated by their obligations

to attention, is fufficiently great to merit all

the punilhments with which thefe fcrip-

tures threaten the impenitent ?

From this untoward generation, there-

fore, it is yours to fave yourfelves. The

queftion which was put to the children of

Ilrael, in the name of the Lord, may with

juftice be put to the church of the Gentiles

likewife; *• What could have been done

more to my vineyard, that I have not done -

in it ?" On the firft preaching of cbrifli-

o 4 anity,
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SERM. anity, a docftor of the Jews, celebrated for

X. his learning, his abilities, and his charac-

ter, not yd convinced of the truth of the

Gofpel, ,
ftated what he confidered as a de-

.cifive teft of its coming from Heaven.. *' If

this courjfel,.or this work, be of men, (faid

he) it wi^, come to noughjt. But if it be

of God, -ye cannot overthrow it." And
this te/l.was fo far aliented to by its moft

bitter eneniies, who had opportunity of

e;xamining on the fpot the pretenfions and

the works of its preachers, who v/ere well

verfed in the do6trines on which it was

founded, and in pofTeffion of the Scriptures

on which it claimed, that they for a feafon

withheld their hands, then flretched out in

perfecLition of its profefTors, but finding

that it ftpod the teil propofed, and that in-

ilead of ;decreafing in its influence, it won-

derfully grew and profpered ; they renewed

their, crud efforts to extinguiih it, but

though iliil more potent enemies joined in

the attempt, after a period of upwards of

1700 years, here are we inhabitants of a

^far diftant region of the earth, affembled in

3 acknow-
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^acknowledgement of the divine origin of serm.

that Gofpel, which (Gamaliel well argued) x.

would, had it not been of God, have come

to nought.

In addition too to this conftant call made

on us to be mindful of the reality of that

fyftem of divine government under which

w^e live, fronj the hour of its being firfl:

preached to the prefent inftant, the fituation

of the profeffors of the Gofpel have been

accurately fuch as was pre-fignified by the

prophets, the apoftles, and the Lord Him*-

felf—-the fins of chriftendom have, in fadl,

been vifited, and the corruptions of chrilli-

anity avenged^ until, in the prefent age, the

want of confidcration of the judgements

of God, and indifFeren^ce to His approba-

tion or His wrath, being become almofl: as

great and as general as they can be. His in-

flictions begin to aflume an appearance moi-e

terrifick than has yet been feen. Inflances

of nations apoftatizing from chriftianity,

inflances of their mofl grofsly corrupting

its dodrincs and perverting its precepts,

and
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SERM. and of the divine judgements falling on
^* them for thefe things, and of their confe-

quently finking from a high fl:ate of civili-

zation into the loweft barbarifm, ye may

perhaps find recorded in hiflory. But that of

a very numerous nation, among whom learn-

ing had long been cultivated, the arts and

fciences had long flourifhed, and which

had, as it were, fafcinated all its neigh-

bours into a fervile imitation of its follies

and vices, formally renouncing the Gofpel,

abolifhing, by order of a government in

which they all affected to participate, the

obfervation of the Lord's day, and fhutting

up their churches ; and moreover, delibe-

rately forming plans for continuing infide-

lity and vice to fucceeding generations

among themfelves, and propagating them

in furrounding nations, and from the mofl

polifhed, becoming, in an inftant, as it

were, the moft favage people on the earth :

while the inhabitants of the adjoining lands

(not even excepting our own) appear to be

much lefs averfe to their principles than

fearful of their arms, is a novel occurrence

unparalleled

6
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unparalleled in the annals of mankind, yet serm.'

forming an ad:ual commencement, and in- x.

dicating the future growth of fuch a dark-

nefs as it is written, fhall in the lafl days

cover the people -, when, inftead of making

the proper ufe of their fufferings, and re-

penting of their deeds, they (hall only blaf-

pheme the God of Heaven becaufe of their

pains and their fores : and thus manifefl

to us, that we are not indeed far removed

from the laft link in that chain of events

which the fcriptures have defcribed to us,

as extending from the time of our blefled

Saviour's afcenfion to Heaven, to that of

His coming again. Is this a time, then, to

be thoughtlefs of our falvation, when the

day, that muft bring forth the fentence of

it, is fo plainly near at hand ? Or, is the

hope of the fcene of happinefs I have this

day fet before you from the Scriptures, not

worth cherifliing ? For if it be deferving

of any attention, it muH be fo of the

higheft.

In
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SERM. In the name of God, therefore, of that

X. God who offers you fuch inexpreflible mer-

cies, let me befeech you to make a real and

effe6lual ufe of the light of His revelation

while ye yet have it ; it may in wrath, it

will in judgement, be taken from thofe who
refufe to walk by it. That this has before

been done, ye fee in the fate of His ancient

people the Jews ; ye fee it in what has be-

fallen many who once called themfelves

Chriftians. And fhouldye, by your wilful

deafnefs to this and every call, bring down

the fame fentence on yourfelves, What, can

ye conceive, will be the regret, the hor-

rour, the anguilh of your fouls, when

waking in another life, and feeing the pro-

mifed glories of the fons of God revealed,

ye are told that your portion lies another

way ! Ponder well this queftion : and re-

collecting that the kingdom of Heaven con-

jQlleth not in words, any more than in jneat

or drink, ftrive to obtain an inheritance

therein, by both holding faft the faith, and

pradlifing the w^orks of a Chriftian ; re-

ferring conilantly to the Teftament of your
' Lord,.
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Lord, that ye may know what is truly the serm.

work He hath left you to do; and fre- ^'
quently reviewing His promifes, that ye

may rife fuperiour to every difficulty, and

be carried triumphantly through every trial,

by the blelTed hope of being, in the end,

admitted ** to the city of the living God,

the heavenly Jerufalem, and to an innumer-

able company of angels, to the general

aflembly and church of the firfl born, which

are written in Heaven, and to God the Judge

of all, and to the fpirits of jufl men made

perfed:, and to Jefus the Mediatour of the

new covenant." To Whom with Him that

fitteth upon the throne, be afcribed, as is

moft due, falvation and blefling, and glory,

and wifdom, and thankfgiving, and honour,

and power, and might ; for ever and ever 1

SER.





SERMON XL

ON THE FUTURE PUNISHMENT OF THE

WICKED.

St. Matt. xxv. 46.

u4nd thefe JJjall go away hito everlajiing

Pu?jijhment*

'T^HE particular earneftnefs with which serm.

our bleiTed Lord warned men of the xi.

fearful doom awaiting the wicked, accu-
^"^^^

rately correfponds with the character of

Him, who came to be, through his own

fufferings, the Saviour of all, who are

willing to be faved from fuch condemna-

tion. In a difcourfe recorded in the latter

part of the ninth chapter of St. Mark's

Gofpel, he repeated no lefs than three

feveral
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SERM. feveral times the images under which he
^i* was wont to defcribe the torments of the

curfed. But this eafneftnefs does, on the

other hand^ as little accord with the imagi-

nation that the menaces of a fire which

never goeth out, and a worm which never

dieth, are, in great part, but empty threats:

a prefumptuous and iilly conceit, which

fome corrupters of the Gofpel ftrongly fup-

port, while others, who unfeignedly loath

any participation in their guilt, take it up

under a miftaken notion of its tending to

manifefl the glory of Cod and of Chrift.

Great as are the punishments threatened

%o the wicked, it is plain the profped: of

them does not intimidate men from the

pra(51:ice of fin ; and the menaces, confe-

duently, are not greater than are abfolutely

requifite to deter men from the breach of the

divine laws. But if human perverfenefs

be fuch, as to demand menaces of punifh-

ments fo fevere, fhould thofe menaces be

defpifed, will juftice require any thing lefs

than the abfolute inflidion of the penalty

threat-
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threatened ? In fupport of the negative of serm.

this queftion it has been argued, that the xr.

fandions of the divine law, it muft be pre-

fumed, will be perfedlj but as that to

which any thing Can be added is not fo, it

neceffarily follows, that the penalties on the

breach of that law muft be everlalling.

In reply to all thefe reafonings, not only

the mercy of God is pleaded, but it is even

pretended, that fuch retribution would be

matter of injufticc ; and thus is the dread

of future punifliment leffened, and fanc-

tions, which already prove in many cafe$

of no avail, reduced to be inefft61:ual in llill

more. To prevent ourfelves from being

milled, nay, cheated of our falvation, by

the fhallow but prefumptuous bleflings of

either thofe who wilfully oppofe the truth,

or others who are deceived by the plauiible

cloak of tendernefs for the infirmities, and

pity for the fuiferings of men j let us now
examine the arguments of thofe who Would

perfuade us that the punifhment of fmners

will not be eveilafting; and then proceed

VOL. III. p to
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SERM. to confider the miferies of that lot, which
XI. reafon fuggefts, and fcripture declares, will

be their portion in another ftate.

The firft topick from which thefe rea-

foners argue, is the divine mercy, with

which they fay, it is inconfiftent to have

created beings who would make themfelves

everlaftingly miferable. But furely, when

contemplating the perfections of our Crea-

tour, we are bound to enquire with caution,

and pronounce with humility. Whatever

may be our future lot, that it was not in-

confiftent with His . goodnefs to make us

fubjeft unto it, is manifeft from our exift-

ence itfelf j and how far His mercy will

extend to affed; that lot, He certainly muft

beft know. If we have, then, a revelation

of His will concerning it, the words of

that muft be decilive j and it is abfurd to

look out for any other ground on which to

form- our expetftations concerning it. Since

if we difcover fomething that may encou-

rage us to draw a conclufion different from*

what is revealed, and lead us to imagine

that
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that we thereby exalt the mercy of our serm.

God; we fliall ftill be doinc; this at the
^^'

expence of His truth. If God hath de-

clared in His Gofpel, that the wicked fhall

go into everlafting punifliment, all our fpe-

culations on His mercy will prove nothing

but our dread of fuch a doom, as long as

His truth muft ftand unimpeached.

In the fame manner may be anfwered the

arguments which the fame reafoners draw

from the perfection of the fatisfa6lion made

by the fufFerings of Chrifl. That will,

doubtlefsly, reach to all for whom He will

intercede : and therefore, in part perhaps,

is all judgement committed unto Him ; that

He may exercife the moft uncontrouled

power of falvation. Still hath He declared

by His apoftle, that He gave Hmiielf for

us, that He might purify unto Himfelf a

peculiar people : ftill has He taught in His

own- perlbn, that ftrait is the gate, and

narrow is the way, that leadeth unto life,

and few there be that find it ; and ftill has

He commanded His difciples to go, and

p 2 preach
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SERM. preach to all nations, that he that believes,

XI. and is baptized, fliall be faved; and he that

believeth not, fliall be damned. And ftill

has He affirmed, that He will, in the lad

day, fay unto thofe on His left hand,

** Depart yr^w ;;/^, ye curfed, into everlaft-

ing fire, prepared for the devil and his

angels.'*

To avoid the force of this lafl text, and

others of like meaning, we are fometimes

boldly affured, that the word rendered ever-

lafling, fhould not be fo underftood. Yet

is the fame term ufed to exprefs the never-

failing exiflence of God Himfelf, as in the

lixteenth chapter of the epiftle to the Ro-

mans, ** according to the commandment

of the everlafting God.'* And this very

evafion feems to be guarded againft in the

Scriptures, not only by the circumlocutions

employed on this head, when the place of

' torment is defcribed, as that where their

worm dieth not, and their fire is not

quenched : but by its having been fpecifi-

cally declared, that the bodies of the dead

fhall
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fliall be raifcd incorruptible; and each of serm.

the future ftates fliall be unchangeable. In xi.

the former of thefe points, we arc intruded

by St. Paul, in the fifteenth chapter of his

firil epifble to the Corinthians j and the laft

our Lord hath taught us in the parable of

the rich man and Lazarus. Now furely,

if the fubjed:s of puniflimcnt be to exift for

ever, and yet, when once placed in the tor-

ments to which they are condemned, never

change their ftate, it muft be fomething

more than folly to deny, that their punifli-

rnent fhall be everlafling.

But by others it is affirmed, that fuch a

difpenfation would be unjuft, and therefore

we muft be miflaken in our deducftions

from Scripture ; and that, becaufe there is

no proportion between temporal offences

and eternal punifhment, Now this obfer-

vation would be jufl:, if the guilt of an

offence were always in proportion to the

time employed in the commiffion of it;

but far from this, a trifling impofition may

r?c[uire many days for the accomplifliment

p 3 of
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SERM. of it; while the horrid crime of murder

^^' may be committed in a moment. Duely

to eftimate the criminahty of a tranfgref-

fion, the obhgation we are uudcr to obey

the law tranfgreiTed, mufh be taken into

confideration : and our obligations to com-

ply with the divine comm>andments are in-

finite; the guilt contradlcd by the breach

of them muft therefore be the fame ; and,

confequently, if juftice require (as thefe

reafoners theirfelves contend it does) that

the punifhment be in proportion to the

crime, the punifhment attached to tranf-.

greffions againft God muft be infinite.

Neither fhould it be fufFered to pafs un-

obferved, that the fins of the impenitent

do, in fad:, continue as long as they are

capable of tranfgrefling ; and would (fince

we may be certain the divine mercy denies

to no man, who would make ufe of it,

opportunity for repentance) proceed infi-

nitely, wei'e they not ftoppcd by the inter-^

vention of death. So that although their

actual crimes may be nun.bcred, the wick-

cdnefs of their hearts feems pall all eftimate:

4 and
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and that the punifhment of fuch fouls serm,
fhould be the fame, cannot be matter of in- xi ,

juftice.
"-^^^^^

To return then to the declarations of

fcripture as unafFeded by exceptions fo

vain; the duration of the punifliment of

linners is exprefTed in the very fame terms as

that of the happinefs of the righteous : and

the variation of phrafe introduced by our

tranflators in the laft verfe of the chapter

of the text, ** and thefe fhall go into ever-

lalling punifhment : but the righteous into

life eternal,*' is totally unwarranted by the

original. If the fufferings of the former,

therefore, are to be but temporary, neither

are the joys of the latter ; and thus is the

glory of the Chriftian difpenfation eclipfed,

the endlefs ages of happinefs procured, by

the blood of Chrift, for thofe whom He
hath redeemed out of every kindred and

tongue, and people and nation, reduced to

a limited period of enjoyment, by the fan-

taftical fpeculations of vain men j who,

though they may not fee this conicquence

r 4 of
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On the future 'Punijl:?nent of the Wicked,

SERM. of the tenet they have embraced, could,

^i* one fhoiild think, if they firil: inveftigated

it as they ought to do, fcarcely fail of per-

ceiving, that by alTerting a temporary

punifliment for iinners, they are introducing

again one of the mifchievous errours of the

church of Rome, the long-exploded doc-

trine of purgatory.

Having thus cleared our way through

the difficulties ftarted againfl: the dodlrine

of the text, by the fears rather than the

reafon of ntien, it remains to confider the

^nifcries which, in another ftate, await thofe

who will not ufe the opporturiity for re-

pentance which this affords.

That v/hich is fo commonly faid of the

terrours which great finners fometimes

manifeft on their death-beds, that they

already fufFer the torments of the damned,

|Tiay well fuggell: to us the firfl: portion of

thofe miferies, into which the impenitent

mufl hereafter fink. For as their laft fuf-

ferinss here proceed from dread of the

punifh"
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punifliment jtiftly due to their crimes, and serm,

from rcmorle at having wafted their time ^^'

and their faculties on things which profit

not, we may moil reafonably conchide, that

the fame fears, and the fame Ic If-reproach,

will keep poireflion of their Ibujs when

feparate from their bodies. And when
thefe are encreafed by the reflexion, that

the day of falvation is entirely pall, and

when no external objedis remain to divert

the thoughts, or relieve the attention, even

for a moment, from the tremendous pro-

fpecft, their fuffcrings, even during this

period of them, will be fuch, as to make

them think, whatever they have gained in

this world by their tranfgreflions, much top

dearly purchafed.

But when the hour of fentence arrives,

what was before only the effecft of fear,

muft be advanced into the refult of cer-

tainty ; and the being marked by the de-

cree of that Judge who cannot err, with

the chara6ler of one fit to confort only w^ith

the devil and his angels, will naturally oc-

cafion
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On thefuture Funijhment of the Wicked,

SERM. cafion a degree of mortification, give rife

'^'^ to fuch an height of terrour, as no words

can exprefs, no imagination at prefent reach.

Neither will this mortification be tranfient,

or thefe terrours vain, fince the former will

be rendered permanent, and the latter re-

alized, by an everlafling feparation from the

congregation of the righteous, and perpe-

tual banifhment from the prefence of God.

And now, for the purpofe of exciting your-

felves to every poffible exertion for avoiding

fuch a doom, conceive, as far as ye can,

•what would be the feelings of your fouls

under it. Having, from the fentence of

approbation with which they were honoured

in your prefence, caught a glimpfe of the

glory which the righteous inherit, What

would be your regret on refled:ing, that

you had prefumptuoufly defpifed the offer,

madly negledted the opportunity of obtain-

ingr the fame ! In alleviation of the mor-

tification of difappointment, and the pains

of grief, we here often fuccefsfully recur

to fcenes of feftivity, or the converfation of

thofe who are at eafe j and great is the re-

lief
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lief we thus obtain. But when all around serm.

us are as wretched as ourfclves, and the ^^*

whole region to which we are baniftied,

refounds with the cries of lamentation, and

the groans of defpair, no intermiflion of

forrow, no ceffation of mifery, will be

within our reach. The methods which we
here have taken to jflifle the rebukes of

confcience, and render ourfelves infenfible

to the voice of truth, will then appear the

moft cruel deceptions ; and our fufFerings,

inftead of being diminifhed by communica-

tion with thofe who could pity and relieve,

muft be rather encreafed by being imparted

to the wicked in drfpair : while the hour of

repentance, which here rather foothes the

foul of the finner who is brought to a

fenfe of his offences, being pafl, for con-

trition, obiuracy alone remains; and that

love of God, w^hich in its perfection cafteth

out fear, being entirely extinguifhed, to it

muft fucceed unchangeable hatred, accom^

panied with the moil tormenting terrours.

But
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SERM. But in refleding only that we could draw

y^^^^^i^ "o confolation from the company in which
we fhoiild then be placed, we have by no

means confidered all the evils we ftiould

fufFer from them. Would the malice of

the wicked, think ye, be leflened, by their

being rendered defperate ? Will the mocke-

ries of the cruel, the taunts of the info-

Ipnt, the fpite of the revengeful, be re-

trained by knowing that their final doom
is part ? Or rather, Will not all who are

condemned to depart from the throne as

curfed, become objecfts of mutual perfecu-

tion to each other, and hell thus be made,

even were no external torments added, a

fcene of ceafejefs diftrefs, of inexpreifible

ipifery ?

If men could but be pcrfuaded to apply

their thoughts ferioufly to what muft, in

the natural courfe of things, be the fuffer-

ings of the impenitent in another world,

where, even for the fake of the good, they

will be entirely feparated from them, and

'^'here it would be abfurd to fuppofe, they

will
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1

will be placed in a place purpofely pre- serm.

pared to afford eafe to their reftlefs fpirits, xi.

they could not but defcry fiich a portion of

mifery awaiting obftinate tranforeffours, in

merely being expofed and confined without

relief to the company of the damned, as

muft make an impreffion on their minds,

and convince them, that without adverting

to the pofitive penalties denounced by reve-

lation, the future fufferings of thofe who
continue in iniquity, will infinitely furpafs

all the pleafure they can here gain through

the indulgences of fin.

But how then will fland the accompt,

when the pofitive punifhments with which

the Gofpel menaces the impenitent, be

taken into it ? Thefe are, the fire which

never goeth out, and the worm which

never dieth ; and the effecfts of thefe on the

fufferers are defcribed by weeping, and

gnafhing of teeth : exprefTions which con-

vey to us images of the feverefl torments

both of body and mind. While thofe who
conceive, they gain an argument againfl

ths
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SERM. the probability of thefe, from the prefumed

XI. impoffibihty of a material fire, feem to for-

^^^y^^
get, that the wicked, as well as the righte-

ous, fhall rife again, with their bodies, to

judgement. And after all, however men

may amufe themfelves with reafoning on

the particulars of the future punifhment,

the power of God will infallibly furnifh

means to fulfil all that His juftice has

threatened. As in contemplating, there-

fore, the everlafting happinefs of the good,

there appeared no danger of our conceiving

too highly of the bleilings they will enjoy,

fo may we be afifured, that the fears of the

iinner, which prove ineffediual to produce

repentance, will never furpafs thofe real

fufferings, which he is heaping up for

himfelf againft the day of the revelation of

the righteous judgement of God.

We may, then, for the purpofe of raifing

in our breafts fuch an horrour of the penal-

ties of fin, as m.ay deter us from yielding

to the temptations of it, without either pre-

fumption, or peril of encreafing our appre-

henfions
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henfions beyond the reality of the inflic- serm.

tions, picfture to ourfelves a vaft abyfs, ^^•

whofe utter darknefs will be interrupted,

not relieved, by the blue glare of fulphu-

rous flames ; whofe unmeafured concave

will refound with ceafelefs cries of mifer)^;

cries not of a nature to excite compaflion,

but to raife horrour. Wherein, if an hap-

lefs wretch would remove from place to

place, in hopes of finding fome eafe, in-

ftead of meeting, as in the regions of the

blefled, fmiles of benevolence, and coun-

tenances of joy, he will encounter only the

fcowl of malice, and the grin of defpair.

Where, inftead of the aiFedtionate congra-

tulations of thofe with whom he pafl in

Chriftian love through this life, he will,

on meeting his former afTociates in vice,

hear only bitter repraaches for the fhare be

had in bringing them to that place of tor-

ment. For fubjeds of meditation he can

have only the perverfenefs which brought

him into that fcene of mifcry, and the fcene

itfelf ; where the lamentations of the fuf-

ferers, without alleviating their own, will

con-
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SERM. contribute to encreafe each other's wretch-*

^^* ednefs ; and where, while thofe who have

obtained a contrary lot, receive in the pre-

fence of God fulnefs of joy, they, banifhed

from the light of His countenance, are

doomed to dwell with the devil and his

angels for ever and ever.

In this courfe of this addrefs to you, I

have repeatedly flated, that the end of

calling your attention to thefe terrours of

the Lord, is no other than that of per-

fuading you, if pollible, to make timely

and effecflual exertions for avoiding them.

Thefe exertions will neceflarily be damped

by liftening to thofe vain babblings which

would lead you to hope, that they may, in

the event, prove lefs than the Gofpel has

declared they fliall be. The fliallownefs of

fuch reafonings, therefore, I have endea-

voured to expofe : and although it be mani-

feft as light itfelf, that under a wife and

juft Governour, the difobedient cannot

finally be gainers by their tranfgreffions

;

yet, as multitudes of the Ions of Adam are

fimple
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limple enough to overlook this plain truth serm.

in their pradice, I have reminded you of ^^'

the declarations of Scripture as to the great-

nefs of the puniOinients appointed for the

impenitent j that by comparing thefe with

whatever enjoyments, ye may imagine, that

ye can in this world gain by fin, ye may

fee how direcftly contrary to your own ever-

lafting intereft ye ad:, by refufing the nar-

row path that leadeth to life, and preferring

the broad way that endeth in deftrudion.

As, therefore, ye would wifli, when all the

good ye can obtain in this world (hall be at

an end, not to be deprived of all profped

of further happinefs, not to be cafl into

outer darknefs, there to abide with the devil

and his angels in everlafting burnings, fur-,

rounded with the curfed, expreffing the

torments they endure by ceafelefs weeping

and gnafhing of teeth, wifely make an effec-

tual ufe of what is revealed of thefe things,

and without waiting until one be fent from

the dead to teftify of their reality, liften,

ere your ears are clofed by deaths to Mofes

and the prophets, to the Lord Jefus and His

VOL. Ill, Q apoftlcs,
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SERM. apoftles, calling you to repentance; and
^^* warning you throughout the facred volume,

that there is none other way under Heaven,

by which men may avoid the plagues, that

are written in that book.

SER-



SERMON XII.

ON THE TENDENCY AND USE OF TEMPORAL

AFFLICTIONS.

Psalm cxix. 75.

/ know, O Lord, that thy judgements are

right y and that Thou in faithfulnefs haji

ajlitfed me,

A S it is the great end of wifdom to teach serm.

us the true road to happinefs, one xii.

immediate objed: of its precepts is to in-

ftrudl us how we may either lelfen, or en-

tirely extricate ourfelves from the evils

which fo often attack men in this life : and

therefore thofe in every age who have been

efleemed teachers of wifdom, have deli-

vered lefTons on this head : how far the

Q % Gentile
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SERM. Gentile philofophers have fucceeded in thofe

^^^* which they have left us, let any who have

received benefit from them declare ; but to

tell a man under afflidlion that there is little

or no evil in the diftrefs he feels is to con-

tradi(5l his fenfes, while fmall feems the

comfort that can be derived from knowing

that others fuffer as much as we do, or

that our own fufferings might be greater:

and when the ilrongefl: efforts of human

wifdom produce little better confolations

than thefe, intermingled with exhortations

to bear our mifcries like men, becaufe others

have done fo, and becaufe though we can-

not free ourfelves from them, they will

fometime or other have an end, the need

we have of fome hio-her inftru6lor, who

can fupply our fainting fouls with food

more foiid, becomes too manifefl to be

doubted. But where fhall we find fuch a

mailer ? The earth, we fee, produces none

fuch : it is from Heaven alone that we

mufl look for a phyfician of our fouls.

If
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It is religion, and religion alone, that serm.

can inform us how to avoid fome of the xii.

evils that are fo prevalent in the world, how

to refcue ourfelves from others if feized by

them, and even, how under thofe that are

inevitable, to be always rejoicing ; and this

£he can do, by inftrud:ing us in the feveral

great truths refpedling the providence and

attributes of God : for if His providence

be univerfal, if His mercy be over all His

works, if nothing unknown to Him can

come to pafs, and nothing can be done in

oppofition to His power ; then may we be

affured, that He knoweth our fufferings ;

and that the permitting us to continue un-

der them, is confiftent with His invariable

goodnefs : and we may eftimate the evils

which have befallen us as His judgements,

which are always right ; and be confident,

that in very faithfulnefs He hath caufed us

to be afflitfted. *' But how is this (per-

haps ye would now afl^:) your mode of

blunting the flings of affliction, telling us

we deferve our fufferings ? Would you

heal our infirmities by wounding our fpi-

Q 3 rits ?



•230 On the Tendency and Ufe of

SERM. rits ? Do you ilrive to leiTen our griefs by
^^i* telling us, the hand of God is upon us?

Or, if thefe things are to be efleemed His

judgements, are we to think that all who

are in adverfity, have brought themfelves to

it by their fins ; and that all the unfortunate

are wicked alfo?" To thefe queftions I

Will endeavour to reply in their order.

I can then but think, that they reafon

weakly, and conceive unworthily of the

wifdom, power, and goodnefs of God, who

would perfuade us, that particular evils are

abfoUitely necefTary to the good of the

whole, and the fuiferings of individuals to

the general happinefs. Such reafoners ap^

pear to me to refemble Job's friends, in

prefumptuoufly taking up a caufe, with the

circLimftanccs of which they are little ac-

quainted, and fpeaking deceitfully for God.

It is true that His providence is perpetually

employed in bringing good out of evil, and

in remedying thofe mifchiefs which arife

from the folly and wickednefs of His crea-

tures ; But are we therefore to conclude^

that
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that He originally fo formed the world, as serm.

to render a partial deformity neceffary to ^^^•

the beauty of the whole, and make it im-

pofTible that fome of its inhabitants fhould

be happy, but at the expence of others ?

Is his power of communicating happinefs

fo limited, that He can difpenfe a certain

portion only among His creatures ? And are

the trcafures of His goodnefs fo fmall, that

if He would enrich one, He muft impo-

verifh another ? Let us not entertain ima-

ginations fo diflionourable to the great Crea-

tour of the univerle, or afcribe to Him a

condu(5l which has fo much the appearance

of injuftice, as the condemning of beings

without any demerits of their own to a

courfe of fufferings, merely that they may

be fubfervient to the happinefs of others.

Let us rather (however myfterious fome of

the meafures of Providence may be, for

myfterious many of them muft be to crea^

tures fhort-lighted as we are) reft alTured,

that whatever any one of us undergoes,

tends materially to our own correction or

improvement, although it be poflible, that

Q 4 others
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SERM. others may alfo, at the fame time, be

5CII. benefited by it : and let us learn to contem-

plate the providence of God, in that juft,

though wonderful light, that while it re-

gulates and governs the univerfe at large,

it defcends fo far to the private concerns of

the meaneft individual, that even the hairs

of our heads are all numbered j and con-

fider His wifdom and power to be fuch,

that even the variety and complication of

men*s temporal interelfs can raife no impe-

diment to His dealing by every one of us

with the moft exa(5l juftice, and abundant

mercy. This will be thinking of the Lord

our God as we ought to think ; it will be

holding with the well-inftru6led and truly

religious in all ages : and if we thus en-

tertain the fame fcntiment with them, we

fhall experience the fame confolation from

it which they received. For fuppofe ye

that when the pfalmill was able to make

the reflection contained in the text, his an-

guiili was encreafed by it ? No ; though

on the firil: attack of adveriity, when he

faw the jlorm gathering on all fides, 'Cn^

con-
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confcioufneii of his fins augmented his serm.

terrours, and made his forrow ft ill more xir.

bitter, fo as to force him to exclaim, " A
wounded fpirit who can bear !" When he

grew fufficiently coUedted in mind to con-

fider the charader of the Judge under whofe

fentence he was fuffering, and that his

heavenly Father ever feafoned juftice with

mercy, the horrours of his foul were calmed,

he viewed his prefent ills as probable fources

of the higheft good, and acknowledged the

kindnefs of God in thus correcting him, •

by faying, '* It is good for me that I have

been afflided, that I may learn thy ftatutcs."

And fuch is the natural and happy con-

fequence of a juft idea and firm belief of

the univerfality of the divine providence.

For evils, with the fource of which we are

unacquainted, affed us the more feverely,

becaufe being at a lofs for their origin, we »

are unable, too, to conjedure when they

will end : but when latisfied that they fall

to our lot, under the diredion of God's

wifdom and mercy, we have this comfort-

2 able
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SERM. able afTu ranee, that they are intended either

^11- for our corrediion, in which cafe they will

be withdrawn, whenever that is brousfht

about, an event that we have it in our own
power to accelerate, by amending what, on

an examination of our condud:, we find

amiis therein, or for our improvement by

trial, that we may attain an everlafting in-

heritance among thofe who are made perr

fecfl through fufFerings j and therefore from

whichever caufe they proceed, it is ours to

fearch the matter to the bottom, convinced

that we are neither unreafonably nor un-

juflly fubjeded to afflicftion : while by the

fame mode of reafoning we may preferve

ourfdvcs from putting any uncharitable in-

terpretations on the cafes of others, and

from conceiving that they are worfe than

other men whofe misfortunes are more

fevere ; fince " whom the Lord loveth He
chafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon whom
He receiveth." Neither, I prefume, is there

any good rcafon to think, that a common
cafe, which is related in the Gofpel, of the

man wlio was born blind, th^t the glory

of
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of God might be fhewed forth on him, serm,

by our Lord's imparting fight unto him. ^^^*

Indeed, if we fairly confider the circum-

flances of it, he cannot be faid to have fuf-

fered any evil, fince, having never experi-

enced the bleffings of light, the u^ant of it

could but little affed him.

Amply, indeed, doth holy fcripture fet

forth to us, through various paffages, that

cultivation with which our merciful Crea-

tour favours, and by which, but for our

own il:ubborn and perverfe refiflance, He

would perfecfl the fons of men. *' Foolifh

men (faith the pfalmiil) are plagued for

their offence, and becaufe of their wicked-

nefs :" and the prophets frequently repre-

fent to us, under the image of an hulband-

man's management of his vineyard, or his

field, God's difpenfations for the corredion

of that people, whole hiltory hath been pre-

ferved for the inflrudlion of all fucceeding

ages : and our bleffed Lord hath likened

Himfelf to a vine, and his difciplcs to the

branches of it, declaring, that every branch

which
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which beareth not fruit. His Father will

take away ; but thofe which do bear fruit.

He will purge, that they may bring forth

more fruit. Hence, then, we may learn to

put a juft conftrudiion on whatever tem-

poral evils may befal us ; and as on the one

hand, we may be aflured, that fince God is

not unjuft, He will not needlefsly fubjed;

us to mifery ; fo on the other, we fhould

reflecft, that if we want correcflion. He muft

ceafe to be merciful, before He can fail to

give it us.

Neither is it enormous wickednefs only,

or a confirmed habit of vice, that requires

the remedy of punifhment ; the application

of the fame medicine on our very firfl: tranf-

greflions may, in truth, be an a6t of mercy,

and prevent evil difpofitions from taking fo

deep root in our breafts as to render a long

Gourfe of fufferings neceffary to eradicate

them ; nay, further, as a wife phyiician

would ever prefer a preventive to a remedy,

it may be fit, that even the innocent fhould

meet with croffes, and fuch afflictions as

may
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may preclude them from opportunities of s^^^*

falling into bad habits, and from tcmpta- ^n*

tions to lin; againft which, though they

are not aware of them, their heavenly

Father thus mercifully guards them. Dan-

gerous is the fecurity that arifes from prof-

perity ; many and rank are the weeds that

fpring from fo rich a foil ; ought we then

to complain of the hand that keeps our

fouls from fuch ? or fliould we not rather

"blefs Him, who thus preferves us from

perils, againfl which, from our ignorance, we
cannot even afk for His afliftance ? ** The

heart is deceitful above all things," faith

the prophet ; and if this be the cafe, how

often may there be lurking in our bread's

evil principles, which, though we ourfelves

be not confcious of it, require the correc-

tion of adverfity ? Even many of thofe

things which, were the judgement of the

world afked, it would determine to be but

foibles, might prove, if fuffered to continue

in our breaft, impediments to our enjoy-

ment of perfect! happinefs in whatever ftate

we were.

Ye
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SERM. Ye fee then to how many caufes, in

XII. which we ourfelves only are concerned, the

afflicftions we undergo may be afcribed j

and how great reafon we have, under all

our forrows, to addrefs ourfelves to God,

in confidence that they are His judgements

which are right, and to confefs that in

faith fulnefs He hath afflided us. There

are feveral evils which we fee attached to

particular courfes of vice as their natural

punillimcnt \ and that all others are fent

either for the corred:ion or prevention of

.fins, or the trial and confirmation of virtue,

there is every ground to believe, fince the

nature and firate of man, the attributes of

God, and the declarations of Scripture, all

tend to juflify this belief. And if fuch be

X)ur faith, what fhould in wifdom be our

:prad:ice ? If we know, that to conquer

.the flubborn heart, it muft be bowed down

by forrows ; that correcftion is neceflary to

the rooting out of evil difpofitions, and that

.crofles and difappointment are requifite to

the defirudtion of vicious habits, we cannot

be infenfible that it is highly abfurd to enter

. . on
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on fuch courfes from which we cannot re- serai.

turn but through afflidion, and our follow- ^^^•

ing which calls for punifhment as an cffcdl

of the very mercy of God. While, on the

other hand, the fame confiderations will

tend to preferve us from dcfpondency under

fufferings, and to keep alive in us that hope

and truft, which are the befl incitements

to refolute and effecftual exertions. If we

be convinced, that the ills which overtake

us are not the decrees of an irrefifiible fate,

or the cfFeds of blind chance, but thofe

judgements which an all-wife and good

God inflicfls, and adapts to the circumflanccs

of our cafe, this lelTon will prcfent itfelf

unto us ; that it is ours to forward, as much

as in us lies. His gracious purpofes, and to

haften, by every mean in our power, that

amendment or improvement, towards which

His difpenfations are thus direded, and at

the fame time that we fhall receive no fmall

fatisfadlion in the thought, that our Crea-

tour is working: too^ether with us for our

deliverance from errour, and our obtain-

ment of falvation, we cannot fail to pq-
ccive.
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SERM. ceive, that if, purfuing a contrary courfe,

XII. we give no heed to the more early warnings
^^''^'^^^ He vouchfafes us, but harden ourfelves

againil his chaftifements, and will not fee

the hand that is ftretched out over us, either

our afflicftions mufl be increafed until we

do feci, or a fentence of final condemnation

be pronounced againfl us, as defperate and

incorrigible finners.

Thus doth our all-perfed: Governour and

Judge fet life and death before us, not only

repeatedly calling on us to make, but, if

we be going wrong, admonifhing us to cor-

recft our choice ; every reje6tion of fuch

warning will naturally and juftly render

our return to the right way more difficult,

though we may not be totally deprived of

the power of undertaking it until life itfelf

clofes : then, indeed, the time of probation

being paft, when the finner finds the folly

of his choice, and looks back on the oppor-

tunities he hath miffed, the warnings he

hath rejected, and the mercies he hath de-

fpifed, his flmme, remorfe, and anguifh,

mull
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muft be what no powers of language can serm.

exprefs. Imagine a foul freed from the -^^^*

deceptions by which the world blinds us,

fenfible that all the good it can receive

during the whole of its exiilence, is already

paft, confcious of the happinefs of that ftate

from which its own perverfenefs alone hath

excluded it, and feeling the mifery to

which, by the juft fentence of God, it is

for ever condemned; and when ye have

confidered the bitter agonies fuch a foul

muft endure, refled, that if ye begin not

to-day, while it is called to-day, to work

out your falvation, thefe agonies muft be

your own, fince the night cometh, when no

man can work,

On the other hand, to encourage us fl:ea-

dily to go through the labour of recovering

that ground which we may have loft in the

race that is fet before us, let us further

think on the blifs enjoyed by thofe who,

through the affiilance afforded them by their

almighty Patron, have come off conquerors

in their fpiritual warfare ; what ecftafy

VOJ-. in. R muft
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miift fuch feel, when in the prefence of

Him who hath redeemed them out of every

kindred, and tongue, and people, and na-

tion, they refled; on the dangers from which

they have been delivered; and comparing

the miferies they have efcaped with the

happinefs they now tafte, with hearts over-

flowing with gratitude, caft the crowns of

glory which they have received before the

throne, and with ceafelefs alleluias afcribe

unto Him who iitteth thereon, and unto

the Lamb, bleffing and glory, and wifdom

and thankfgiving, and honour and power.

SER-



SERMON XIII,

ON THE SPRING.

Psalm civ. 14.

He caufeth the grafs to grow for the cattle,

and herb for the fervice of man ; that he

may bring forth food out of the earth.

^ I ^HE pfalm whence thefe words are serm*

felecfted, is particularly well known j
^^^^*

its being wholly taken up in the mention

of thofe works of God which are vifible to

every eye, and the grateful ftrain which

pervades it, for the wonders which He hath

wrought, and the bountiful provifion He
hath prepared for all the creatures which

exift on earth, and more efpecially for man,

into whofe hands the reft are given, feem

R a to
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SERM. to have recommended it to general notice.

XIII. IVho^ indeed^ can be infenfible to the juftice

of thofe praifes which the pfalmift here

offers to his Creatour ? or not partake in

thofe fenfations which he, with fuch iin-

affeded eyncftnefs exprelTes, on contem-

plating the admirable proofs of divine good-

nefs, wifdom, and power, which every

part of the world prefents unto us ? There

is need of neither the acquirements of learn-

ing, nor the endowments of philofophy, to

render our minds fufceptible of fuch im-

preflions from the various teftimonies of

the unfpeakabld glory of the Lord, exhi-

bited to us in the mofl: common operations

of His providence, as will excite us to join

in lauding and magnifying His name, of

whofe riches the earth is full, and whofe

mercy is over all his works. Our advance-

ment in knowledge will conftantly fupply

us with additional reafon, every nev/ difco-

very yield further ground for wonder, love

and praife ; and the more extenfive our en-

quiries are, the more accurate our refearches,

the richer will become the fcene of divine

5 beneficence
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beneficence difplayed to our view. Still serm.

even thofe who, by their iituation in life, ,^^^^0
have been debarred from the more ample

means of inftruction, and whofe natural

faculties have received no further improve-

ment than what is derived from common
intercourfe with the world, cannot be blind

to thofe fplendid proofs of their Maker's

power and munificence that prefent them-

felves in the manner in which this globe is

fitted for the accommodation of the various

tribes of animals tjiat dwell on it, or deaf

to the calls for gratitude thence arising on

themfclves.

The benefits accruing to the inhabitants

of the earth, from the nature and Iituation

of the heavenly bodies, from the heat of

the fun, and from the light and influence

of the moon, from the clouds raifed by the

former to fall again in fruitful and refrefil-

ing fhowers, from the tides occafioned by

the lafl ; the grateful viciflitude of day and

night, by which fcafons adapted to our

necefTary labours and the refl required,

R 3 alter-..
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SERM. alternately fucceed each other, the ufefulnefs

^i^^* of the numberlefs rivers with which the

earth is watered, and of the metals and dif-

ferent fubftances with which its mountains

and its bowels abound j and various ways

' in which all the living things we fee there-

on, contribute to each other's fupport, are

difcernible by every eye, and may be com-

prehended by every underftanding : while

the bleflings which they afford by being

general, demand acknowledgement and

thankfgiving from every individual. In

the attempt, therefore, which I fhall now

make to call your minds to the coniideration

of that beauteous portion of the wonderful

works of the Lord, which does at this

feafon of the year begin to fhine with pecu-

liar luftre, I truft, I (Irall meet with univer^

fal attention.

The vegetable world is now coming into

its moft florid ftate : every plant from the

towering oak to the humbleft herbs, now

burfts forth in new luxuriance ; and whe-

ther we view them feparately or colledively,

they
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they afford both by their beauty, and the serm.

manner in which they adminifter to the
^^^^'

fupport and comfort of our hves, matter

of reflecTiion fo obvious, and fo capable of

furnifhing both pleafure and improvement,

that to be furrounded with them as we are,

and receive as we do, hourly fatisfad:ion

therefrom, yet notice not the fources of it,

would betray a degree of infenfibility dif-

gracefid to any one who claims the name

ot man. Behold the earth clothed with

verdure, and abundantly pouring forth her

various produdions ; fee the grafs growing

for the cattle, and herb for the fervice of

man : mark the trees of the foreft how
ftrongly they fhoot, and the fruit trees

putting forth their innumerable bloifoms

;

how the meads are bedecked with flowers,

and the fields ftand thick with corn ! Then

confider this great thing ; that all thefe

plants differing among themfelvcs in num-
berlefs degrees with refpedt to growth, co-

lour, fhape and property, do yet all fpring

irom the fame ground, are nourilhed by

the fame ihowcrs, and warmed by the fame

R 4 fun.
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SERM. fun. The llender cyprefs, and the huge

XIII; cedar, will flourifli in the fame plantation;

the quick-growing lofty elm, and the tardy

humble yew, grow fide by fide ; and the

fame bed difplays the bright yellow of the

crocus, the deep blue of the violet, the

lilly's unfullied white, and all the tints of

the gaudy tulip. Are there found, then,

in the earth, peculiar particles already pre-

pared and feverally adapted to the produc-

tion of each of thefe, and are their roots

fo formed as to felect thofe only which be-

long to their own plant ? and does the

diverfity arife from thence? Or, is the

whole texture of the plant originally con-

tained in the feed, and gradually unfolding

and enlarging itfelf as fupplied from the

foil with food, does it, by a procefs of na-

tural chymillry, purify the matter conveyed

to it by its root, and throwing off all that

is fuperfluous and unfit, retain and difpenfe

to its feveral parts that alone which is ade-

quate to give unto each its proper fubflance,

iize and colour? Now, were the former

the cafe, the graff of one kind inferted into

the
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the flock of another, would, if it bore at serm.

all, bear the fruit of the flock, in lieu of
'^"^^

that of its parent tree j while the flru6lure

of plants, and the ufes of their feveral

parts, juflify the opinion, that the lafl,

though no lefs miraculous, is the true ac-

count of their growth. For that nutriment

which the root evidently draws from the

earth, mull be flrained through the greater

velTels of the flem, before it can enter the

leaves ; where again running through thofe

veins which are vifible to the naked eye, it

h fitted for the channels of the finer fhoots,

and of thofe leaves which cover the flower

;

but it is not until it has been throuo-h the

flower itfelf that it becomes of fufficient

purity to enter thofe veflels wherein the feed

of the plant is generated. It is, then, by

the changes which the fap undergoes in the

plant itfelf, that it is enabled gradually to

fill out its various parts, and contribute to

the manifeflation of its peculiar beauties

:

and flupendous as is the thought, there

mufl be contained, in the fmall compafs of

an acorn, the original texture of the trunk,

and
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SERM. and all the numerous branches into which

XIII. the fpreading oak gradually expands itfelf.

Nor will the manner in which the feveral

elements contribute to forward this growth,

the affiftance it receives from the frequent

returns of day and night, and even from

the more turbulent agitations of the air, and

the care with which the fhoot of the fol-

lowing fpring is in the bud, defended

againfl the feverity of winter, fail to reward

our attention to them, by difcovering to us

fuch traces of divine wifdom and power,

as will raife in our minds affecflions that will

tend to make us both happier ami better.

And if from the ftru(5lure and growth of

plants in general, we pafs on to confider,

how calculated the feveral fpecies are to

fupply the various wants of the animal

world, our admiration and our gratitude

will meet with calls equally awakening.

It did not efcape the holy pfalmift*s no-

tice, that the goodnefs of Providence ex-

tendeth even to the fowls of the air, in

pro-
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1

providing an habitation meet for them. He serm.

fpeaks of the cedars of Lebanon, which xii^-

the Lord hath planted, where the birds

make their nefls. As for the llork, fays

he, the fir-trees are her houfe : And fhall

we overlook the more ilriking inftances of

the divine bounty ? Shall we forget with

what variety of timber adapted to luch dif-

ferent ufes. He furnifhes us by the trees of

the foreft; the abundance of herbs and

fruits , He caufeth our gardens to yield;

the provender He gives us for the fupport

of our cattle, or the grain for our own fub-

fiftence ? Living in the midft of thefe, anti

being accuftomed to behold their produc-

tion, we perceive no miracle therein. But

if refled: on the one hand, how requifite

they are to our comfort, and even to our

exiflence j and on the other, that we brought

them not into the world with us, but found

them ready provided for our accommoda-

tion ; and that even towards their encreafe

or continuance, our power goeth not far,

iince one man planteth and another water-

eth, but God giveth the encreafe ; we (hall

difcern,
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s£RM. dilcern, that it is with the fruit of His

XIII. works that the earth is fatisfied ; and if we

carry our obfervation a little further, dif-

covcr that in wifdom He hath ordained

them all. For thofe plants which are the

moil wanted, and are of the moll: extenlive

life, are of the mod ufual growth, and

eafiefi cultivation ; and the produ(5ts of each

climate are the bed fuited to the neceflities

of its inhabitants. For the railing of our

corn, we want not the Ihelter of wails, nor

the borrowed warmth of glalTes ; the com-

mon labour of the hiilbandman is fufficient

:

aftd were lefs than this required, were men

not obliged to labour that they may gain

what is necefTary to a comfortable fubfill-

ence, the idlenefs reigning among them

would foon make the world prefent one

ipene of uncurbed licentioufncfs, even more

abominable than that which is exhibited by

fome of the affluent in the prefent day.

But if not content with the common fruits

of their country, men feek to enjoy thofe

which other climates boail ; in the cultiva-

tion of thefe, more labour is required, and

happily
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happily fo, fince fuch wiflies are not raifcd serm.

among the people until they arc got into ^m-

that ftate of fociety, and their numbers are

fo encreafed, that many want employment,

and additional occupations are ncceffary to

furnifli bufinefs for the additional hands.

And yet further, while to thofe animals

vvhofe alFiftance man needeth in his labours,

•the wildernefs and the dcfart yield but

fcanty provifion, to the wilder kinds thev,

throughout the year, afford more ample

fubfiftence. Thus wifely are the products

of the ground apportioned ! Thus all wait

upon the Lord, and He giveth them their

meat in due feafon : He giveth to the beafl

his food, and feedeth the young ravens

W'hich cry ; He giveth them, they gather ;

He openeth His hand, they are filled with

good.

Neither are His gifts confined to what is

neceflary ; magnificent in ornament, and

ample are His works, affording many gra-

tifications innocent and elegant : the never-

iatiating green which the leaves difplay,

tiie
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SERM. the various hues which both the bloflbms

XIII. and fruits prefent to the eye, and the dif-

ferent fcents with which the fmell is re-

galed by the plants, afford pleafures which

we may enjoy without fin, and in which

we may indulge without impurity.

Having thus recommended to your con-

templation that fcene of divine wifdom,*

power, and munificence, which does now

in particular claim our attention, let me
further fuggefl to you fome improve-

ments which the facred writers notice as

naturally arifing from a review of thefe

things.

At the clofe of the hymn whence the

text is taken, we find the pfalmift ex-

prefling, in the following flrain, his thank-

fulnefs to God, for all the mighty works

he had been contemplating: ** I will fing

unto the Lord as long as I live ; I will fing

praife unto my God while I have my being;

my meditation of Him fliall be fweet ; I

will be glad in the Lord I" and concluding

with
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with an exhortation to others to render hke- serm.

wife their praifes, ** Praife ye the Lord." ^^^^•

And verily, fuch is the call for thankf-

giving hereby made on us, that we muft

be convinced of the mod ftupid ingratitude,

if we fail to render it ; fince thefe mercies

are not at a diftance that we cannot defcry

them, neither are they trifling, that we
may overlook them, but we feel them in

our raiment, we tafte them in our food, and

we meet them in all our ways. Oh, that

men would therefore praife the Lord for

His goodnefs, and for His wonderful works

to the children of men ! That they would

not, with thanklefs inattention receive, but

with grateful hearts rejoice, in His bounty;

and while they live on His benevolence,

accept likewife the infi:ru6lion He fets be-

fore them in His mode of imparting it

!

" I went by the field of the ilothful,"

fays the wife man, " and by the vineyard

ot the man void of underftanding, and Lo!

it was all grown over with thorns, and

nettles had covered the face thereof:" And
what



2^6 On the Spring.

SERM. what was the leflbn he drew therefrom ?

XIII. Eyej^ ^j^is^
«i Yet a little lleep, a little

jQumber, a little folding of the hands to

fleep, fo fhall thy poverty come as one that

travelleth, and thy want as an armed man."

See then Nature fo conftituted by her great

Creatour as to yield her fruit only at Labour's

earnefl: call ; thorns and thirties form the

crop of the flothful ; but the diligent (he

plenteoufly rewardeth. See the well-culti-

vated field, how it flourifheth, and that he

who keepeth his fig-tree, eateth the fruit

thereof; and hence learn, that idlenefs was

not made for man, nor fhall the fluggard

be fatisfied with encreafe.

Again ; " Confider the lilies of the field

how they grow ; they toil not, neither do

they fpin : And yet I fay unto you, that

even Solomon in all his glory was not

arrayed like one of thefe. Wherefore, if

God fo clothe the grafs of the field which

to-day is, and to-morrow is call: into the

oven. Shall He not much more cloath you,

O ye of little faith !" Such were the words

of
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of our blefTcd Lord to His difciples ; and serm.

fuch is the comfort we are taught to gather ^m*

when menaced with penury, and fearful of

diflrefs, from that fcene of divine power

and munificence which even this portion of

the creation difplayeth ! The glories with

which the flowers of the field are decked,

evidently leave, at an immeafurable diftance^

all the ornaments which human art can

furnifh; it is plain, too, that they are not

of their own providing, but received from

their Creatour's hand : And if His provi-

dence fo richly extends to creatures thus

mean in comparifon with man. Shall it not

much more extend to man himfelf? Or

fhall aught prevent our partaking of the

bleflings of His bounty, but our own ill

behaviour ? That indeed may, and many

and fearful have been the inftances of this

exhibited in the world. It is not always

that the labours of man profper j the heft

courfe of tillage will not alone enfure a

plentiful crop j favourable feafons are necef-

fary to crown it with fuccefs ; and thefe

are withholden when the Lord in His juftice

VOL. III. s fees
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SERM. fees fit, to make a fruitful land barren, for

XIII. the wickednefs of thofe that dwell therein.

But there is yet another lefTon refulting

from the fubje6l before us ; a lefTon humi-

liating indeed, but falutary, and well adapted

to correal the fervour with which we em-

brace the things of this life, and that forget-

fulnefs which we fo frequently betray of the

uncertainty of our continuance in it. How
often does it happen, that the flower whofe

beauties we admire in the morning, fadeth

ere the day clofes ! its colours gone, its

odours paft, it hangs its drooping head,

and only teflifies, by its fad remains, the

rapidity of its decay ; And is the glory of

man more durable ? Are not his days as

grafs ? He flourifheth in the morning, but

is fallen off and withered at nis^ht ; Alas !

fome of us may never ?rach the evening

, of life ! What numbers blafted by chilling

winds, or parched by the mid-day's fun,

fuddenly difappear, and their place knoweth

them no more ! And how foon may the

moft florid among us come into that flate,

in
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in which it (hall juftly be pronounced over serm.

him, *• Man that is born of a woman hath ^^i^*

but a fhort time to Hve, and is full of

mifcry : he cometh up, and is cut down

like a flower : he fleeth as it were a fhadow,

and never continueth in one flay 1

"

But, blelTed be God ! the parallel endeth

not here. Thofe beauties which every tree,

and every herb, now difclofeth, have fuc-

ceeded to the ravage of winter : in the year

paft they exhibited the like beauties, but

gradually decaying as the unfavourable ri-

gour of the feafon encreafed, their vegeta-

tive powers became at length dormant and

ina(5live ; inadlive, but not deftroyed ; con-

cealed, but not loft. Behold them riiing

from the tomb of winter, and burfting forth

with all the vigour of renewed life ! And

fhall not this bring to our minds the won-

derful facfl which was by the power of the

Lord brought about in the perfon of our

bleffed Saviour ? Behold a man feemingly

ftricken of God, vexed with ^\\ His ftorms,

and cut off from the land of the living,

s 2 then
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SERM. then laid for a feafon in the darknefs of the
^^^^* fepulchre, but quickly breaking from the

bands of death, and fo unexpectedly appear-

ing to his followers, that while they yet

know Him not, they with forrowful hearts

complain unto Himfelf, that they had

trufted, that it had been He who would

have redeemed Ifrael. Mark the grain,

which awhile ago was buried in the earth,

now fpringing up with a new body, and

ye will then fee the abfurdity of flarting

fpeculative difficulties againft the dodlrine

of a refurre(5tion, and the folly of putting

the queftions, How are the dead raifed up,

or with what body do they come? Behold,

to every feed God giveth its own body

;

and that He will do fo likewife to every

man, He hath given us affurance, in that

He hath raifed up Chrifl as the firft fruits

from the grave ; promiiing, that to thofe

who have true faith in Him, and who are,

indeed, His difciples, the valley of the

(hadow of death, fhall prove a pafTage to

the mount of God, to the heavenly Jcrufa-

lem, and to an innumerable company of

angels.
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angels, to the general aflembly and church seraTo

of the firft-born, which are written in Hea- ^^^^'

ven, and to God the Judge of all, and to

the fpirits of juft men- made perfed, and to

Jefus the Mediatour of the new covenant.

Thefe are the improvements which the

contemplation of the beautiful fcene the

earth now prefents, naturally fuggefts to

us ; let not then the feafon pafs without

accepting them ; learn to admire and adore

the all-glorious perfedlions of the Creatour;

llecp not over his bounty, but induftrioufly

employ the powers, and cultivate the means

of happinefs He hath given you, firmly

truft in his exuberant goodnefs, dread his

power, and ftand in awe of His juftice:

be mindful of the frailty of your own

exiftence ; and remember, that uncertain as

it is in its prefent ftate, and dark as appears

the hour which clofes it, the infinite mercy

of God does, through the mediation of His

Son, now offer you opportunity, an oppor-

tunity, if once loft, never to be recovered,

of fecuring to yourfelves a better lite, and

s ,j exchanging
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SERM. exchanging the terrours of death, and the

^^^^' night of the grave, for the joys of a tri-

umphant refurred:ion, and the ever blopni-?

ing happinefs of His eternal day.

6ER,



SERMON XIV.

ON THE HARVEST.

Gen. VIII. 22.

While the earth remaineth^ feed time and

harvejif cold and heat^fummer and winter,

and day and night, fiall not ceafe,

nr'HESE words, in which the facred serm.

hiitorian has recorded the divine pur- xiv.

pofe never more while this world itfelf

fhall endure, to interrupt the ftated fuccef-

iion of the feafons, and of the alternate

periods for labour and for reft given unto

men, will furnilh Chriftians with an.anfwer

to the queflion afcribed by St. Peter to the

fcoffers of the laft days, ** Where is the

promife of His coming ? for lince the

s 4 fathers
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fathers fell aileep, all things continue as

they were from the beginning of the crea-

tion." For if it has been declared by reve-»

lation, that the courfe of the material world

fhould fuffer no confiderable interruption,

its having yet fuffered none fuch, yields

teftimony in favour of revelation; and,

confequently, of the truth of that promife,

which the wicked naturally widi may never

be fulfilled, that the Lord will return to

render to every man according to his works.

Nay, further, lince in the following words

of fcripture, " Thus faith the Lord: If

ye can break my covenant of the day, and

my covenant of the night, and that there

fhould not be day and night in their feafon,

then may alfo my covenant be broken with

David my fervant, that he fhould not have

a fon to reign upon his throne j and with

the Levites the priefls, my minillers,'* the

ftability of the form.er covenant is pointed

out as a pledge of that of the other, with

the full completion of which, our bleiTed

Saviour's fecond coming is fo necelTarily

copneded, the uninterrupted performance

of
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of it forms, under thefe circumftances, no serm.

lefs than a perpetual admonition, that He xiv.

whofe word fupports the one, will, in His

own good time, fulfil the other alfo.

Of the firft, as far as it involves in it a

promife that the world fhall never more be

deflroyed by water, He hath inftituted a

lign: ** And God faid. This is the token

of the covenant which I make between Me
and you, and every living creature that is

with you, for perpetual generations : I do

fet my bow in the cloud ; and it fhall

be for a token of a covenant between Me
and the earth." Hence even among the

Heathen, when they had forgotten the real

occafion of this token being appointed, the

rainbow was ftill confidered as a fign from

Heaven ; and was perfonified by the poets

under the charader of a Meflenger between

their feigned gods and men. But fhould

that appearance which, although from the

defe(5l of their information it caufed them

to entertain fuperftitious opinions, and to

run into idolatrous pra(5lices, plainly made

a deep
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SERM. a deep religious impreffion on their mindis,

XIV. be fo frequently feen by us, who are ac-

quainted with the everlarting covenant of

which it has been appointed the fign, with-

out recalling to our remembrance that hand,

by which the whole fyftem of Heaven and

earth is fupported ? Or lliould we fufFer

the feveral feafons continually to revolve in

their regular fucceffion, without devoutly

acknowledging, how much we owe to God

for caufing feed time and harveft, and cold

and heat, and fummer and winter, and day

and night, ceafelefsly to fucceed each other?

That we may be guiltlefs of an omiflion

fo ungrateful at the prefent feafon, which

feems particularly to call for our praife and

thankfgiving, becaufe it is that which

crowns the reft, by bringing into our gar-

ners thofe fruits of the earth, to the pro-

dudion of which all the other feafons in

their turns contributed, I have felecfted the

words of the text for the fubjedl of my pre-

fent addrefs to you ; purpoiing to make ufe

of the opportunity which they afford me, of

remind-
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reminding you how necelTary the feveral serm.

periods mentioned in the words before us J^^Z^,

are for carrying on the great work of vege-

tation, and conducing the plants, by which

the animal world is fupported, through the

various ftages of their growth, from the

iirft appearance of the blade, to the time

when they are ripe for the harveft; and

thence to proceed to flate to you fome prac-

tical inferences, which naturally arife from

a review of this portion of the divine wif^

dom and goodnefs towards us.

I may juftly, I think, fuppofe, that there

js no man who, when he either cafls his

eye upon the fields before the fickle is put

to them, or fees the reapers fcatt:red over

the land, or obferves the wains groaning

under the loads which they are bearing to

the barn, does not feel his foul affecled

-with a fenfe gf the bounty of that hand

which thus fcatters plenty over the earth,

and pf the greatnefs of Him, Who hath fo

framed it, that it is thus abundant in its

produ6tions . But to thofe who are not un-

accuftomed
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SERM. accuflomed to contemplate their Creatour*s

XIV. works as fuch, and meditate on the traces

of infinite wifdom and goodnefs difcernible

therein, thefe objects, as opening a ftill

wider field for obfervation and praife, yield

much greater delight. Yet the full fatis-

fa(5tion to be received from them cannot be

enjoyed even by fuch, unlefs they take into

confideration various circumftances which

are wonderfully combined for forwarding

and conducing to its due perfedlion every

plant the earth produces. Our prefent re-

view mull be principally confined to what

the feveral feafons contribute to thefe ends.

Of the feafons, then, that which may,

to a fuperficial obferver, appear adverfe, is,

in reality, friendly to vegetation, the very

winter itfelf performing a part of effential

importance towards the plenty of the en-

fuing feafons. Vegetables draw merely

from the earth itfelf much lefs of that

which fupports and enlarges them, than is,

probably, by mofl, men imagined. The

chief part of their nutriment is conveyed

by
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by water: and the air contributes much to serm,

their prefervation. Now of the former of ^^^*

thefe elements, the winter yields the great

fupply by its rains and fnow ; while by its

winds and frofts it purifies the latter. Ne-

cefTary is that abundance of the firfl which

then defcends upon our lands ; both as to

its quantity, being the principal portion of

the flock from whence the encreafe of the

future year is to be fupplied ; and as to its

quality, it having acquired by the natural

procefs it has gone through, of exhalation

from the earth, and of impregnation in the

air, all the foftnefs and penetrating powers

which render it capable of promoting their

growth, and rendering the plants prolifick.

And without the winds and froil, vciretable

as well as animal life would fuffcr much
from that impurity of the air which thefe

contribute to remove. While the latter of

them penetrating into the ground does,

when on the approach of fpring it is re-

iblved, break its clods, and prepare it for

the reception of feeds, and render it eafy to

be penetrated by the firfl tender fibres which

the
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S£RM. the roots put forth : and the former quickly

XIV. drying from the branches of the trees, the

fuperabundance of that moifture (which,

though neceflary to the land, if fufFered to

remain on them, would render them dif-

eafed, and caufe the bud in which the (hoot

is wrapped, to rot) prevent great and wide-

extending damage.

The foil being thus prepared by winter,

the feed time next fucceeds, mild in its

temperature, neither impeding vegetation

by intenfe cold, nor fcorching the infant

plants by the excefs of its heat j bringing

with it frequent fliowers to water the newly-

fown land, and gales, which fhaking the

plants, not only loofen the earth about their

roots, thus forwarding their growth, but

agitating fo ftrongly the trunks, branches,

and leaves, promote a freer circulation of

the fap contained in them ; and thus throw

off whatever being unremoved might dimi-

niih their vigour, and obftrud: their growth.

The luxuriance of this period affords a

covering to the ground againfl; the heat of

the
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1

the enfuing feafon, and intercepting, by serm.

innumerable leaves, the rays of the fun, xiv.

taufe their power to be fpent on thofe parts

where it is moft neceffary, while the roots

kept cool are able to perform their fund:ion,

and fupply additional nourifhment, until

the fruit arrived at its due lize no longer

needs fuch.

To bring this to pafs, however, fummer

funs are necelTary, by which the juice of

the plants undergoes, as it were, an higher

diftillation, whereby is produced that fine

flour with which the feed veffels are firfl

filled, and which, by the continuance of

the heat drying away the leaves that cover

them, is afterwards confolidated into a body,

and forms the feed itfelf : and which feed,

if not gathered now by man, having by

the fame means that coat which contains it

dried until it burfts, falls to the ground, for

the fupply of plants for the enfuing year.

Thus wonderfully is the fucceflion of fca-

fons conftitutcd to bring the fruits of the

earth to that perfecHiion in which they are

I gatiiCrcd,
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SERM. gathered, and made the fupport of animal

XIV. life. In warmer dimes, indeed, the annual

revolution proceeds not through the fame

periods ; but that purification of the air of

which their inhabitants would otherwife be

deprived through want of the winter's

frofts, is for them provided by means of

more violent rains, of lightning, and of

hurricanes. While the produdls of their

lands require greater heat to bring them to

maturity j and without fuch fruits, wifely

and mercifully fuited to their climes, they

would foon perifh from countries on which

the fun dired:ly darteth down his rays.

Neither fhould we pafs, without obfer-

vation, the utility of the fhorter periods of

day and night, and their mutual fucceffion

to the fame important end, the growth of

every plant. Thofe vefTels which the heat

of the fun had, during the day, caufed to

expand, and not only fupplied with fap

from the root, but opened their numerous

pores to receive the dews which fall on his

defcent, being, by the coldnefs of the night,

rapidly
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rapidly compreffed, thereby force the juices serm,

with which they are filled every way, and ^^^*

make the buds to fhoot. And hence it is

that all vegetables grow more by night than

day; except, perhaps, during fhowers,

when the rain fills the pores, and its cold-

nefs does the office of the night air.

Thus have all the various viciffitudes to

which our atmofphere is fubjed: to their ufe,

and thus neceflary to all who dwell on the

earth, is the conftant continuance of the

divine determination mentioned in the text,

*' While the earth remaineth, feed time and

harveft, and cold and heat, and fummer

and winter, and day and night, fliall not

Ceafe.'* Is it not ours, therefore, by re-

fle6ting on what God herein doth for man,

to ftrive to learn what it becomes us, under

the receipt of thefe continued mercies, on

our part to do ?

Behold then, firft, the call. and encourage-*

ment here holden forth to unwearied dili-

gence in our labour : fince in every flep we
VOL. III. T take.
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SERM. take, God is working with us, amply re*

XIV. warding all our pains by the fertility to

which His feafons give birth, and yet having

fo conftituted the earth, that in proportion

as man ceafes to exert himfelf, his fupply

of food decreafes. This lellbn, as fhewing

how greatly an idle life differs from that

which our Maker would, that we fhould

lead, merits both the mofl ferious attention

of individuals, who very frequently feem

to think, that they are at liberty to fpend, or

rather to wafte their time in floth, or what

is next to floth, the mofl: trifling amufe-

ments, provided they injure not others ; as

if He who, in the material world, hath

made nothing but to a good end, had yet

endowed man, the creature to whom He has

put fo many others into fubjecflion, with all

his wondrous powers of adlions for none ;

and the confideration of communities, which

fometimes overlook that which, if duely

attended to, would preferve in them a mea-

fure of good order, integrity, and happi-

nefs, which, I much fear, has by this in-

attention, departed from our own country

never
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never to return ; that God hath, in His serm.

natural world, taught the fame thing which ^^^•

His apoftle Paul delivers in the form of a

precept: " For even when we were with

you, this we commanded you, that if any

would not work, neither fhould he eat."

Another point, fuggefted by the review

we have taken, is that of our utter depen-

dence on the goodnefs of God. Unlefs He
were mindful of His covenant for ever, and

of His promile from generation to genera-

tion, the Heavens over our head might be

as brafs, and the earth under us as iron ;

we might carry out much feed into the

field, and bring but little in : we might

plant vineyards and drefs them, but neither

drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes

from them. Reflecftions of this kind are

too feldom made, and too little encouraged

among men. Content with knowing the

more immediate caufes by which they are

fuppiied with food and raiment, they look

no farther, but, in the language of holy

writ, facrifice unto their net, and burn in-

T '2, cenfe
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cenfe unto their drag. Yet this our depen-^

dance is not fuch that the recolledlion of it

need either hurt our pride, or lelTen our

fecurity. To be the obje6ls of a monarch's

favoirr, '>:. flattering to the mind; to have

the fupport of fovereign power, naturally

raifcs confidence. Wiien the bleffings we

enjoy, flow from the benevolence of the

King eternal, almighty, inviiible, the only

wife God ; w^hen it is by the word of the

Father of all mercies, with Whom there is

no variablenefs, or fliadow of turning, that

we live ; as our obligations encreafe in pro-

portion to the greatnefs and conftancy of

our benefac^lor. For what other fenfation

is there in this cafe room, than that of the

fmcerefl: gratitude ? of gratitude, leading

us not to conceal, but to proclaim how

greatly we are indebted to Him : not, in-

deed, by ortentation in our religious a6fs,

but by an unremitted attention to His laws,

by readily joining in thofe publick acknow-

ledgements which His church renders,

efpecially thofe of the fabbath, (His own
appointment of which makes the neglcd: of

it
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k an aft of pofitive difobcdicnce, of real serm.

revolt from His authority) and by teaching ^^^'^•

our houfeholds, and our children after us,

to love and to fear Him, as their Maker,

their Preferver, and their Judge.

Neither do the improvements of the fub-

je6t before us ftop here. By reflecling on

the never-ceafing bounty of Heaven to our-

felves, there is an hope that our hearts may
be foftened into benevolence towards our

brethren : from the meafure with which it

has been meted unto us, we may learn to

meafure unto others, and be ever after our

power ready to give, glad to diflribute;

and from obferving how our heavenly

Father maketh His fun to rife on the evil,

and on the good, and fendeth rain on the

juft, and on the unjull: ; giving even to men

who walk in their own ways fruitful fea-

fons, filling their hearts with food and glad-

nefs, we may difcern the fuperior glory of

loving our enemies, blefling them that curfe

us, doing good to them, that hate us, and

praying for them which defpitefully life \u,

T 3 we
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SERM. we may become the children of our Father

^^^* which is in Heaven.

But yet, further, if God hath made fuch

bountiful provifion for the fons of men as

to external goods, Can it be believed, that

He would leave the race abandoned in other

refpedts, and not furnifh them with wliat

is no lefs important to their happinefs, in-

ftrudlion in the truth, the food of the mind?

Yet, if our Gofpel come not from Him,

this He mull have done ; Or, if the effecfts

of His benevolence be fo great in this tran-

iient and uncertain ftate. How glorioully

muft they fhine forth in the everlafting

kingdom prepared for thofe who love Him?
Reafoning after this manner from what our

merciful Creatour has done for us as to our

natural, to what He will do for us as to our

fpiritual ftate, from the comforts with which

He fupplieth us during our fhort ftay here,

to what we may hope for in thofe manfions

where we are to abide for ever, is making

a wife and the proper ufe of the obje<5ts

now before us, rendering them not fnares

to.
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to entrap our afFedions, and attach us to serm.

what we cannot keep, but fubjedts of en- ^^^*

couragement to prefs forward to the high

prize of our caUing. Nor to this end are

there wanting, in the holy fcriptures, fug-

geftions of a fimilarity between man in his

temporal ftate, and the vegetables which he

cultivates for his fupport. Like them, he

is termed a plant ; like them, he is defcribed

as flourifhing by the prote(5lion of the Al-

mighty, and as withering w^hen that is

withdrawn : and, like them, (an obferva-

tion efpecially adapted to the prefent feafon)

as having, when ripe for the harveft, the

fickle put unto him, and, if good, being

gathered like wheat into the garner of the

mailer, and, if bad, like weeds burnt with

unquenchable fire. Let us therefore, when

we look on the fields that are reaped, recol-

Iccffc, that the period is approaching in which

the world will be the fame ; and the things

which now remain according to promife,

will, according to promife, likewife be done

away ; and the following words of Him that

fitteth on the throne be fulfilled, " Behold,

I make all things new !"

T4 SER.





SERMON XV,

ON THE SIGNS OF TIMES.

Rev. Ill, 19.

>4j; many as I love^ I rebuke and chajien : be

zealous, therefore, and recent.

*'

I
^HE epiftles to the feven churches of serm.

Alia, contained in this and the fore- xv.

going chapter, have, by interpreters of great

name, been fuppofed not to relate folely to

the ftate of thofe churches at the time when

St. John was commanded to fend them, but

to contain, hkewife, a prophetick outhne of

the ftate of the whole church in general

during feven diftind: periods, which were

to fucceed each other between the time of

the apoflle*s receiving the revelation and that

of
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SERM. of owt blelTed Saviour*s coming again : and

XV. this fuppofition is confirnied firft, by the

^"^^^f^^ proclamation repeated at the end of each

epiftle, " He that hath an ear, let him

hear what the fpirit faith unto the churches,*'

fo fimilar to the charge with which our

Lord's difcourfe to His apoftles on the figns

of His coming again, as recorded by St.

Mark, is clofed, ** And what I fay unto

you, I fay unto all. Watch ;" and, fecondly,

by the ftate of the church in thefe feveral

periods having actually correfponded with

the defcription of it contained in the

epiftles.

But if this be fo, it will be natural to

alk. Where is the period during which wc
ourfelves live defcribed ? In the epiftle it

may be anfwered, to the church of the

Laodiceans, which is the lafl of the feven,

and from which I have taken the words of

my text, fo juftly defcriptive of the caufe

of the afilidlions now poured on Chrillen-

dom, and of the only means by which we

can render our prayers for their removal

acceptable

:
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acceptable: ** As many as I love, I rebuke serm.

and chaften : be zealous, therefore, and re- ^^•

pent.

The caufe, ye fee, here afligned for the

chaflening of the Lord, is His love tow^ards

us ; w^hich moves Him to try all means to

bring us to repentance, that we may not

be condemned with the world ; and fince

thefe chaftifements confequently cannot be

removed, until they have afFe(5ted the coun-

fels of His mercy, or we are become obdu-

rate, and the objecfls of final judgements,

the only means by which we can fecure the

acceptance of our petitions for the removal

of them, muft be thofe of fincere repent-

ance and real amendment.

But there is, in the words before us too,

a fuggeftion, that we do in one particular

more efpecially ftand in need of fuch amend-

ment, that of religious zeal and heartfelt

attachment to the caufe of God and His

Chriil :
** Be zealous, therefore.'* And

whether the character given of the Laodi-

ceans
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s^RM. ccans in this refpe(5l be as I have afTerted,

^^' applicable to the prefent generation of

Chriftians, and to us of this land among

the refl:, ye may judge, from the particulars

of the cpiflle which I will now ftate to

you, compared with thofe points of our

own condud:, which I fhail alfo call to your

remembrance.

** I know thy works, (faid our Lord to

this type of ourfelves) that thou art neither

cold nor hot : I would thou wert cold or

hot. So then becaufe thou art lukewarm,

and neither cold nor hot, I will fpew thee

out of my mouth. Becaufe thou fayefb, I

am rich, and encreafed with goods, and

have need of nothing; and knoweft not

that thou art wretched, and miferable, and

poor, and blind and naked j I counfel thee

to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that

thou mayefl be rich ; and white raiment

that thou mayefl: be clothed, and that the

fhame of thy nakednefs do not appear ; and

anoint thine eyes with eye-falve, that thou

mayeft fee."

Behold,
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Behold, then, two characleriflics here serm.

defcribedj the one felf-fufficieney, and the xv.

other that to which a conceit of our own
worth and attainments fo naturally gives

rife, indifference to the fervicc of our

Maker : and condder with yoiirfelves, whe-

ther the conduct of the prefent age be not

Ih'ongly marked with both. In the whole

hiflory of the human race was "there ever a

generation that treated pall tim.es with the

overbearing infolence that the prefent does ?

If we liilen to the fwarm of writers with

whole works fo many p relies daily teem,

would they not fain perfuade us, that they

are the enligliteners ot mankind, and that

all who have gone before them were, ia

fad:, the Haves of ignorance, fuperftidon,

or errour ? and has not this malady fpread

like a gangrene ? Is it not perceptible m
the common converfation of the age ? Has

It not infefted the language of the fcnate,

the: bar, and even of that where af}c(ftation

fliould leaft appear, the pulpit ? Nay, has

it not defcended to the artilan and the me-

chanick? who will tell you that the prefent

% arc
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SERM. are not like former times, when the people

XV. were unacquainted with their rights, but

now they will think for themfelves, being

as able to do fo as thofe above them ? On
queftions of religion, indeed, our prefent

more immediate concern, it feems to have

fhewn itfelf both earlier and fl:ronger than

on any other. One fcdt has long prevailed

in Chriftendom, who having made an idol

of their own reafon, find neither the words

of infpiration of fufficient authority, nor

the wifdom of God wife enough for them.

A^o authority is too high for them to attack,

no dodlrine too important for them to reje(5l.

Even the means by which God is pleafcd

\o reconcile the world to Himfelf, mufl be

fubmitted to their judgement, and the opera-

tions of that eternal Spirit, who is above

all, through all, and in all, mull accord

with their imaginations, and the nature of

their Creatour be to be comprehended by

thefe felf- fufficient fophiils, who think they

have no need of either atonement or grace.

The propagation of opinions like thefe,

among a generation already thinking them-

8 felves
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felvjes rich in knowledge, has proved like serm.

adding fuel to fire, and every petty difpu- ^^*

tant now thinks himfelf able to judge of

the decifions of the wifeft who went before

him, and would have his rejeftion of their

judgement be conlidered as a certain proof

of the foundnefs of his own.

But while felf-conceit has thus produced

a rage for innovation in every branch in

our own country, in what dreadful fhapes

has it (hewn itfelf, what havock has it

made in other parts of Chriflendom ! There

the pretences of inftrudling, improving,

and exalting mankind to a degree which

thofe of pad: ages never knew, hoped, or

thought of, have affe6led the people like

an intoxicating potion, and their leaders

breaking down every ordinance that had

been deemed neceflary for the prefervation

of human fociety, deftroying every thing;

beneficial, have oppofed and exalted them-

felves above all that is called God, or that

is worfliipped, and difcarding revelation,

have endeavoured to obliterate from the

minds
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minds of men all recolledtion of their de-

pendence on their Maker, by abolilhing the

obfervation of the fabbath, obferved from

the creation of the world in acknowledge-

ment of it. And what is a novel occur-

rence among men, armed hofts have been

marched from one fea to the other, not

to plant a new religion among the na-

tions,' but to drive faith from the earth

:

while their commanders daringly vaunted

their own apoftacy and rebellion againft

Heaven, by fliamelefsly pretending to ac-

knowledge Ihe dilTentient creeds of different

countries, as long as fuch hypocrify could

forward their deligns on thofe who dwell

therein.

To lukewarmnefs in religion, to the de-

cay of all iincere attachhient to the faith,

may the rapid progrefs of thofe pernicious

opinions, of which fuch are the bitter fruits,

be too in part afcribed ; as well as that cold

infsnfibility with which, for a long time,

fo many governments viewed their extenfive

diffulion. Although, indeed, the lifllell-

nefs
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ri'efs which thcfe betrayed, though by many serm^

ways loudly admonilhed of their danger, ^^'

and the blindnefs with which fo great a

portion of feveral nations have rufhcd to

their own deftrud:ion, fhould feem to indi-

cate, that the threatening contained in the

paflage of the text is already executed on

them, and that the Lord hath already

fpued them out of His mouth : while His

judgements on them are proceeding in the

manner thus foretold by the prophet, *' Be-

hold, the name of the Lord cometh from

far, burning with His anger, and the bur-

then thereof is heavy : His lips are full of

indignation, and His tongue as a devouring

fire : and His breath as an overflowins:

ftream fhall reach to the midft of the neck,

to fift the nations with the lieve of vanity

:

and there fhall be a bridle in the jaws of

the people caufing them to err."

** Suppofe ye, (faid our blefTed Lord to

thofe that told Him of the Galileans, whole

blood Pilate had mingled with their fieri-

fices) that thefe Galileans were finnsrs above

VOL. III. u all
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SERM. all the Galileans, becaufe they fufFered fuch

XV. things ? I tell you, Nay : but, except ye

repent, ye (hall all likevvife perifh." Thus

teaching us to reafon from the divine judge-

ments that overtake others, to the danger

of our own ftate, from whom the fame

fentence is withholden only by the forbear-

ance of God. When, then, we fee ** the

whirlwind of the Lord going forth witl\

fury,** (Jer. xxxiv. 23.) and that ** a con-

tinuing whirlwind,** and have been warned,

that ** it fhall fall with pain upon the head

of the wicked,** Docs it not become us to

confider, whether we ourfelves be not in

truth of that defcription ? When, too, the

portion of punifhment that has reached us

does not exceed the meafure of rebuke and

chaftifement, while on fo many others it

has been extended even to defl:rud:ion. Docs

it not behove us to make ufe of the time

granted us by the divine mercy, and ex-

amine how far we partake in that guilt

which is menaced with overwhelming in-

dignation from Him ? '• So, then, becaufe

thou
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1

thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor serm.

hot, I will fpue thee out of my mouth." ^v-

Now if we fairly confider how far we
have manifefted this difpofition, (hall we
not find that it has been long working

among us ; from thofe who have afFeded to

confider religion as a mere inftrument of

policy, contributing to the tranquillity and

eafy government of the ftate, to thofe who
have imagined all modes of faith equally ac-

ceptable in the fight of God, provided they

are profefled with equal fincerity ? Shall we

not find that it lliews itfelf in a lamentable

and extenfive negled: of the means of reli-

gion ? The fad: itfelf cannot be difputed.

Family devotion is fallen into I am afraid,

I may fay, general difufe : the attendance

in the alTemblies of the church, even on

the Lord^s day, is extremely fmall in pro-

portion to the number dwelling in the dif-

ferent parifhes, and what a flill greater dif-

parity is there between thofe who come to

church, and the few, the very few, that are

found willing to join in commemorating

u % the
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the death of our Saviour until His coming

And can ye think this condud is—
Can ye venture to give to it the name of

zealous ? Be not deceived : our Lord re-

quires it of us to feek the kingdom of God

and His righteoufnefs before all things.

This ye know. Say, then, whether ye do

not purfue the means of temporal profpe-

rity, of worldly good, with more earneft-

nefs, with greater warmth, than ye thus

cultivate the means of religion ? For if ye

do, your own hearts will convid: you of

want of zeal as to the latter; and " if our

heart condemn us, God is greater than our

heart, and knoweth all things."

The publick charader of a country is fo

generally thought to be affeded by the pre-

vailing manners of its inhabitants, that wc

realon with confidence from the former to

the latter : Mav we not thus then aro:ue,

that the negled into which are fallen many

falutary laws, enaded for the prefervation

of the morals of the people in this country,

the general inattention of the magiftrates

to
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to the execution of fuch ftatutcs, and to serm.
the whole of that portion of their duty, xv.

and the difcouragement and oppolition with
^'^^^

which the few who would perform it me^t,

indicate a general indifference of the nilia-

bitants of the land to the prefervation of a

conduct fuitable to the profeflion of the

Gofpel, and that prophanenefs and blaf-

phemy, fabbath-breaking and drunkennefs,

impurity of every kind, and that potent

enemy of every virtue, gaming, are deemed

among us crimes of not fufficient magni-

tude to merit animadverfion. When the

legiflature of a country is apprized that its

former laws are either fo fallen into difufe,

or by the difcovery of new evafions, are (o

eluded, as no longer to anfwer the purpofe^

for which they were originally . made, if

there be any earneft dciire, any real inten-

tion to effed: thofe purpofes, if there be

any zeal, the laws deficient will be imme-r

diately re-ena(5ted, or amended ; and where

fuch laws relate to the preiervation of chrif-

tianity among a people, their being per-

mitted to become ufelefs, is in itfclt no

u 3 weak
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SERM. weak proof that the community in which

^^.*^ they once were executed is become luke-

warm in the faith of Chrift. But fhould

fuch legiflature abfolutely refufe (as has

lately been the cafe among us) an applica-

tion exprefsly made for the amendment of

laws for the fecuring the honour due tp

God j What is this but faying, we will not

that He fhould reign over us ? And then,

alas ! unlefs humble acknowledgement, the

iincereft repentance, and early amendment

prevail, to have the provoked judgement

^verted, can fhepherds like thefe exped: a

fentence lefs fevere than that which the

Lord pronounced againft the hufbandmen

of His own vineyard, that *' the kingdom

of God lliall be taken from them, and given

to a nation bringing forth the fruits there-

pfr*

Again ,• it is far from confiftent with

zeal in the fervice of a king to fu fFer his

fubjeds to be feduced from their allegiance

by the propagators of doctrines contrary to

his authority, a remark confirmed by the

prq.dice
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pra(5tice of our own legiflature, which has serm.

enacted ftatutes for the repreiTion of thofe ^v*

who preach difafFed:ion, or fpread fedition

in the nation. But has the fame care been

ftiewn in the caufe of the King of kings I

Has not, on the contrary, the circumfpec-

tion which our forefathers iifed on this

point, been laid afide, and fome of the pro-

vifions which their wifdom made, been re-

voked with fcarcely the fhadow of a reafon,

gnd a door been thus opened to the teachers

of that corrupted church, from whofe abo-

minations our anceftors were zealous to

cleanfe, and to preferve their country ? And

have we not thus contradided the warning

voice which cries, *' Come out of her my
people, that yc be not partakers of her fins,

and that ye receive not of her plagues j" and

even at the time when her (ins have reached

unto Heaven, and God appears by the judge-

inents that are now falling on the countries

ot her communion, to have remembered

their iniquities, Have we not proclaimed,

*' Return to her ye who will, for no harm

(hall happen unto you ?'' And can we

u 4 wonder
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SERM. wonder if after this, fomething more than
XV.

^^^^^^^^^^
mere want of zeal in preferving the purity

of the Gofpei among us, the plagues poured

upon her reach, in their effects, even to

ourfelves ?

The , affedation of generofity of mind,

(termed in the fpurious language of the

prefent day, liberality of fentiment) fupe-

riour to that of former ages, manifefted in

this 'cafe, is, in fadl, an inftance of that

felf-conceit, by which our age is characte-

rised in the prophecy before us. If ye

liften to our profeffions, we poiTefs more

Chriftian charity, have jufter notions of re-

ligion, and hold founder maxims of policy,

than the generations before us : yet attend

to facts, and we have, in the firft place,

{hewn our ChriiHan charity, by proving

ourfelves much lefs folicitous about the

future falvation of our people : in the fecond

place, the jufter notions of religion we
polfefs, are manifefted by our attending lefs

to the only fource of fure inftruiflion in it,

revelation, by our neglcding the means of

it.
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it, and expofing ourfelves to be blown about serm.

by every wind of dodrine, and letting the ^^*

influence of it appear lefs on our pradice

:

and, laftly, the foundnefs of our policy is

made known by our again introducing to

our country, thofe through whom the liberty

of it was before nearly overthrown, and

opening a door to offences which we fee

have produced confequences of the moft

lamentable and fearful kind in various

others. And now, arguing from thefe pre-

mifes, on the truth of which ye may your-

felves determine, which eharacfter is, in

reality, moft applicable to us, that we give

ourfelves in faying, we are rich and en-

creafcd with goods, or that fupplied by the

paffage of Scripture we are conlidering,

* Thou knoweft not that thou art wretched,

and miferable, and poor, and blind, and

naked/*

In truth, nothing is more likely to lead

either individuals or nations to think highly

of themfelves than an encreafe of earthly

(reafures : the obfervation is in fw^ry body's

mouth.
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SERM. mouth, and general experience confirms it.

XV. When the land of Judah was replenilhed
^""^^^"^"^

from the eail, its inhabitants had the harp

and the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine

in their feafts ; but they regarded not the

work of the Lord, neither confidered the

operation of His hands. Yet had they the

writings of Mofes which threatened them
with ail the curfes written in his law,

whenever they forfook the teflimonies of

the Lord their God; and the Lord, too,

had begun to cut the neighbouring kingv

dom of Ifrael (hort for the tranfgreflions

committed in it. Thus, too, have we feen

the wrath of God fall on the nations near

us, while, by the paflage of the text, and

many others, we ^re warned of the evils

that mufl overtake us, if we do not repent.

The correction we at prefent feel has, in 4

manner that calls mofi: loudly for our admi-

ration and our gratitude, fallen principally on

that of which we are proudefl, which has

contributed moftly to our corruption, and

principally damped our zeal, I mean our

wealth. As if the long-fuffering of the

Lprd
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Lord would kindly point out to us by this serm.

mean, how little that to which we are {o xv.

much inclined to truft, can help iis in the

day of wr^th, And fhall this kindnefs

make no impreflion on our hearts ? Shall

not thefe inftances of His love induce us to

ilrive to make ourfelves more worthy of

it ? Shall not thefe fatherly rebukes and

chaflifements make us zealous and repent?

The blindnefs which has, in part, hap-

pened unto us, and which prevents our fee-

ing how mifcrably we have departed from

the line of conduit prefcribed by the Gof-

pel, can only be removed by the true light;

And can we hope that that light will mani-

fefl: Himfelf unto us, unlefs we zealoujly

feek for His illumination ? Do but, with

the little ftrength ye have yet remaining,

apply yourfelves earneftly to prad: ife all

which ye already know to be the duties of

religion : give \\\ reality that preference to

the things belonging to the kingdom of

God, which a very little conlideration will

convince you is jullly due unto them; and

be

%
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6ERM. be afTured, that to the earneft prayer which
^^' forms part of thofe duties, ye will meet

with fuch returns as will open your eyes to

our real fituation, not only in regard to the

unriehteoufnefs of our own behaviour, but

in refpect likewife to the urgent calls now
made on us to repent without delay, becaufe

the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

When our Lord rebuked the Jews be^

caufe they could diftinguifh the figns of the

weather, but were not able to difcern thofe

of the times, the period of the deftrucflion

of Jerufalem was not, I conceive there is

reafon to think, at many more years dif-

tance from that generation, than the time

of His return to take vengeance on thofe who

know not God, and obey not His Gofpel,

is from ourfelves. I have already flated to

you that the prophecy fo defcriptive of the

period in v/hich we live, is that which re-

lates to the very lafl; flate of the church

previous to that aweful event ; and the

great charadteriftick I have pointed out,

lukewarmnefs in religion, is efpecially no-

ticed
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ticed by our blelTed Saviour, in the account serm.

of the figns of His coming, recorded by xv,

St. Matthew; and encouragement not to

give way to it, added to the mention of it

;

** And becaufe iniquity (hall abound, the

love of many (hall wax cold. But he that

fhall endure unto the end, the fame fliall be

faved." While other fymptoms of the end

being near at hand encreaf:; upon us. Of
thefe it is ours to put one another in mind,

and roufe each other to be zealous in pre-

paring to meet our divine Mailer; both

from the confideration that we mufl: be left

without excufe, if after fuch warnings of

its approach that day overtake us unawares,

and we be found drowned in the cares or

pleafures of life, fmiting our fellow"-fer-

vants, or eating and drinking with the

drunken : and from the glorious profpecfl

of the honour and happinefs that thole will

inherit, who refolutely adhering to the

words of Chrift, during the trials that re-

main, to be undergone, fliall either die in

the Lord, or tarrying until He come, be of

Him
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SERM. Him found watching, and made, accordlrtg

XV. to His promife, rulers of all His goods*

In difcharge, then, of this my duty, I

have now declared unto you, brethren, that

this is the lad time, and as ye have heard

that Antichrift fhould come, even now there

not only are many Antichrifts, but that

power which the fpirit of prophecy efpe-

cially pointed out as Antichrift, and which

is not to be finally deftroyed until the coming

of the Lord Himfelf, I mean, that of the

pope of Rome, who, by calling himfelf

the vicar of Chrift, took to himfelf this

title in one fenfe of it, as il belonged unto

him in another, becaufe he oppofed the true

dodrine of our Lord ; this power, I fay,

has now continued very nearly the whole

time exprefsly aftigned to him :. while fuch

is the prefent fituation of things, as to ren-

der it reafonable to fuppofe, that fomething

very important in his hiftory will very foon

take place. Another power too, that of the

Turkilh empire, on the removal of which

the laft very few years of fuffering will

commence.
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commence, feems to hold his prefent ilatlon serm.

at the will of two neighbouring monarchs ^^'

more powerful than his felf, and who too,

may plead the example of their predecef-

fours, for dividing neighbouring dominions

between them : and whenever this power

be removed, thofe days will adtually begin

that are (hortened for the eled:'s fake j and,

confequently, the fign of the Son of man
very quickly appear in the clouds of Hea-

ven. When then. He is, as it were, even

at the doors, what counfel can we take but

that of the text, " Be zealous, therefore,

and repent ?"

Let me then, in the laft place, exhort,

tiay, let me befeech you, not to rejeft this

counfel, as ye would wifh for fupport un-

der the encreafing afflid:ions of the prefent

time, as ye would wifh to avoid evils in-

comparably feverer, and which mufl: endure

for ever and ever : as ye would wait with-

out horrour for the appearance of your al-

mighty Judge, and receive from Him
crowns of glory and immortality. For if

thel^i
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thefe confiderations will not prevail with

you, I have no more to add ; but muft con-

clude with the impreffive words of Mofes,

** Behold, I have this day fet life and death

before you, therefore chufe life, that ye

may live !'*

SER.



SERMON XVI.

ON THE NATIVITY.

St. Luke II. ii.

For unto you is bor?i this day in the city of

David a Saviour^ which is Chrijl the

Lord,

nPHESE words contain what the hea- serm.

venly Meflenger announced to the ^^^*

fhepherds, as " good tidings of great joy

to all people/' On what account they were

{oy I have before explained to you in a dif-

courfe on the predictions relating to the

Meffiah : and in that, too, I laid before you

the charaderifticks by which this great

perfon might certainly be diftinguiflied,

whenever He fliould appear. However

VOL. III. X adapted.
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SERM. adapted, therefore, thofe points may feem

^^^' to a difcourfe on this day, or how pro-

perly foever coming under the words of

the text, I fhall not now fpeak to them

again, but make it my prefent bufinefs to

enquire into the ground and meaning of the

title of Chrift here given to the Saviour,

and into the relation indicated to fubfift

between Him and us, by the term Lord ;

and clofe my addrefs to you with confider-

ing what obligations that relation confers

on us.

Now the term Chrift being, as is well

known, a Greek word, equivalent to the

Hebrew word Meffiah, and both fignifying

anointed, it became particularly applicable

to the Saviour, becaufe He was to be in-

vefbed with three offices, to each of which,

under the law% admiffion was given by

unction ; thofe of prieil, prophet, and king

:

and becaufe, too, He w^as to receive an

iin61ion before unknown in the world, that

of the Holy Ghoft, which defcended on

Him in a bodily fbape.

That
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That the priefts were anointed to their serm.

office, we learn from the divine command- ^J^lJ^i,

ment to Mofes, preferved in the fortieth

chapter of the book of Exodus, which

runs thus : *' And thou (halt put upon

Aaron the holy garments, and anoint him,

and fancftify him. ; that he may minifter

unto me in the prieft's office:'* and that

the MelTiah was to bear this chara6ter, was

forefliewn by the word of the Lord in the

mouth of the pfalmift j
'* The Lord hath

fworn, and will not repent; thou art a

prieft for ever after the order of Melchife-

deck." A point worthy of particular at-

tention, becaufe, as the apoftle to the He-

brews argues, if perfection were by the

Levitical priefthood, (under which the Ifra-

elites received the law) what further need

was there that another prieft fliould rife

after the order of Melchifedeck, and not

be called after the order of Aaron ? For

the priefthood being changed, there is made

of neceftity a change alfo of the law. And

thus are wc fupplied from their own fcrip-

tures with a refutation of the Jews' conceit,

X a that
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that their ceremonial law was not to be

abrogated by the coming of Chrifl. As

long as the authority of that law continued,

no one but a defcendant of Aaron could

minillier in the prieft's office ; and carefully

did the individuals of the family prefervc

their genealogy; while the fate of Korah

and his company held forth a mofl aweful

warning, that no man who was not duely

called, fliould prefume to take this miniftry

to himfelf: but Chrift was announced as

appointed to the priefthood, after an order

in which there was no mention of father,

or of mother, or of defcent ; the miniflry

of which was not confined to a particular

people, but, like the falvation promifcd by

this High Prieft, to extend to the Gentiles,

and reach unto the end of the earth. And
as the prieft's office was to offer facrifice,

and make interceffion and atonement for the

people, entering once a year into the Holy

of holies, for the performance of the moft

folemn a6l of this laft, fo our bleffed Lord,

having by one offering of Himfelf, per-

fe(5ted for ever them that are fandified,

entered
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entered into the Heaven itfelf, where He serm.

liveth for ever to make interceffion for us. ^^~!Jilj

Since, then, to the thoughtful fon of Ifrael,

there muft have appeared in the facrifices

which were continually offered, in the blood

of bulls and goats, no natural efficacy to

take away fins, and yet he was fure that

thefe offerings were not the offspring of

human fancy, but the ordinances of divine

wifdom, had it once been fuggefted to him,

that the benefits attached to thefe were fo

merely on account of their relation to better

things to come. Would he not with joy

have received the explication, and grate-

fully viewed the beautiful correfpondence

between the emblematical inftitutions of the

law, and the mercies of God, unveiled in

the Gofpel ? Some fuch were found in the

generation to whomChrill his felf preached

:

and the prejudices of the prefent Jews will

fcarcely be met with fo great promife of

fuccefs in overcoming them, as with argu-

ments drawn from the types of the Mofaic

law : by fuch arguments we may trium-

phantly prove, that in Jefus thefe were ful-

X 3
• filled,
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SERM. filled, and that He was ordained of Godi

XVI.
£j.|^^ ^g there could be no remiffion with-

out blood, to put away fin by His own

blood, and then to appear in the prefence of

God for us, an High Priefi: for ever, after

the order of Melchifedeck,

Of the introdudtion to the prophetick

office by undtion, an infiance is preferved

in the hifiory of Elifiia, whom Elijah was

Commanded to anoint to be prophet in his

room ; and as we find no other infi:ance of

the kind recorded, yet are told that a double

portion of the Spirit refi:ed on that prophet,

we may well prefume, that by this peculiar

diflindion, it was defigned to mark him

for a type of Chrifl. The defignation of

this great perfon Himfelf under that charac-

ter, is contained in thefe words of the Lord

to Mofes, to be found in the eighteenth

chapter of the book of Deuteronomy ;
*

' I

will raife them up a prophet from among

their brethren, like unto thee, and will put

my words in His mouth ; and He flialj

fpeak unto them all that I fiiall command

him,
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him. And it (hall come to pafs, that who- serm.

foever will not hearken unto my words ^'^^•

which he (hall fpeak in my name, I will

require it of him."

Now the office of a prophet, ye know,

was not confined to that to which we at

prefcnt generally rcftrain our ideas of it,

the foretelling of future events ; but ex-

tended to interpreting the will of God to

the people : he refolved their doubts, he

reproved them for their tranfgreffions, he

delivered to them, in the name of the Lord,

promifes of future bleffings on obedience,

and denounced judgements to come: he

was (according to that fublime defcription

of his appointment given to the prophet

Jeremiah) ** fet over the nations, and over

the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down,

and to deftroy, and to throw down, to

build, and to plant." In thefe feveral par-

ticulars, therefore, did our Lord ad: j He

explained the real meaning of the law and

the prophets, and made known the whole

will of His Father to the people : He de-

X 4 clared
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SERM. dared the approach of an everlafting king-
XVI. dom, into which the righteous fhould be

admitted ; and menaced utter deflrudiion to

thofe who would not receive His gofpel.

He foretold the overthrow of Jerufalem, the

extirpation of all His enemies, and the

eftablifliment of His church, its continu-

ance, fpite of every oppofition, and its final

triumph. How greatly He refembled Mofes

in feveral particulars, I have already ftated

to you in a former difcourfe ; and that He
fpake alfo in His Father*s name. I fhall

here only notice, a folemn declaration He
made of this lafl:, which was peculiarly

calculated to call to the minds of His hear-

ers this charaderiftick of that prophet that

was to come into the world : it is in the

two concluding verfes of the twelfth chapter

oi St. John's gofpel; '* For I have not

fpoken of m^jkM, but the Father which
fent me; He gave me a commandment,
what I fliould fay, and what I fhould fpeak.

Whatfoever I fpeak, therefore, even as the

Father faid unto me, fo I fpeak.'* As He
c^me not to condemn the world, but to fave

it,
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3

it, we read of but one acft of feverity during serm.

His whole miniftry, and that was executed ^^^^
on a creature infenlible to pain; the fig-

tree, I mean, which He curfed for its bar-

rennefs, in fignificant allufion to the fentence

gone forth againfl the ungrateful city that

made no return for all that the divine

hufbandman had done unto it.

Further, too, as our Lord difcharged the

office of a prophet in all thefe particulars,

fo He demonftrated the juftice of His own
claim to the character by that incontro-

vertible proof which was laid down in the

law, the completion of His words. The

manner of His own death, the fuccefs of

His gofpel, the overthrow of the city and

temple, the fufferings of His followers, and

the hiftory of His church, have all ac-

corded with His predictions concerning

them ; and we challenge our adverfaries to

produce a fingle inftance, in which what

He hath really faid, has not followed, nor

come to pafs, and when they do, we will

acknowledge, that it was fpoken prefump-

tuoufly,
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SERM. tuoufly, and that they need not be afraid of

XVI. Him.

It is fo well known, that the monarchs

of Ifrael were wont to be anointed for their

royal dignity, that it is needlefs to quote

texts in confirmation of this point, but that

Chrifl- was to hold this office, we learn

from the pfalms and the prophets; " The

kings of the earth (faid David in fpirit)

have fet themfelves, and the rulers take

counfel together againfl: the Lord, and

againft His anointed—then fhall He fpeak

unto them in His wrath—yet have I fet

my king upon my holy hill of Zion." And

in the thirteenth chapter of the prophet

Jeremiah, '* Behold the days come, faith

the Lord, that I will raife unto David a

lighteous branch, and a king fhall reign

and profper, and fhall execute judgement

ind juflicc in the earth. In His days Judah

fhall be faved, and Ifrael fhall dwell fafely

:

and this is His name whereby He fliall be

called. The Lord our Righteoufnefs.'* And

Zechariah, in w^ords cxadly defcribing our

Lord*s
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Lord's entrance into the holy city, ** Re- serm.

joice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; Shout, ^^^^i^

O daughter of Jerufalem : Behold thy King

comtth unto thee : He is juft, and having

falvation j lowly, and riding upon an afs,

and upon a colt, the foal of an afs,"

But here the prejudices of the Jews

operate more powerfully than on any other

part of the chara(fter of Jefus. Having,

from their eagernefs to be delivered from

the fervitude in which they had been fo

long holden, formed to themfelves a notion

that Melfiah the King was to appear from

the firft in power and great majefty, and

deliver them from all their enemies round

about, they overlooked thofe prophecies

which fpake of the intermediate ftate of

humiliation, which defcnbed Him as lay-

ing down His life for many, as ranfoming

His people with His own blood, and

through afflidlions making His way to the

glory that fliould follow. Hence the crofs

became the great flumbling-block ; and we

have been queilioned, Hovv the dignity of

the
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SERM. the Meffiah was compatible with that ?

XVI. Yet were there not wanting enfigns of

fovereignty not only in the authority with

which He commanded the winds and the

fea, and they obeyed Him; but when He
afcendcd up on high, led captivity captive,

and gave gifts unto men : for thofe gifts,

the exercife of which his enemies did both

fee and hear, manifeiled the perfe6l truth

of all the claims He had made to be the

Chrift, the Son of God, and confequently,

the King of Ifrael.

Having thus invellip-ated the feveral rea-

fons for which the title of Chrift was ap-

plied to our blelTed Saviour, and Ihewn,

that to Him it belongs in the triple charac-

ter of prieft, prophet, and king, it remains

to confider the relation which fubfifts be-

tween Him and us, indicated by His being

in the text denominated The Lord, and the

obligations thence arifing on ourfelves.

Now the term Lord includes under it

that abfolute dominion which arifes from

property.
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property. His we are, as originally by serm.

right of creation, fo iince by purchafe, xvi.

being bought with a price, that of His

blood flied for our redemption. More par-

ticularly His we are by the Father's efpecial

appointment, who hath made Him both

Lord and Chrift, and given Him all power

in Heaven and in earth. It is in reference

to this particular relation to us, that the

apoftle tells us, that there is, as one God,

fo one Lord, Jefus Chrift : and by exam-

ple as well as precept, hath taught us to

look up to Him, as our immediate Protedlor

and heavenly Mafterj and thefe feveral

grounds of authority over us are all in-

cluded in the declaration of God's MefTenger

in the text. That the Jefus, whofe birth He

then announced, was Chrifl, The Lord.

Now the lio:ht in which we are thus taui^ht

to coniider our blelTed Saviour, as our Mafter

and our Owner, is not retrained to this

world, but extends to that which is to

come, wherein, having taken account of His

fervants, He will award each of them that

recom-
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SERM. recompencc for which his obedience or his

XVI. difobedience, his fidehty or his faithleflhefs,

manifefled here fhall call. What meafurc

of obedience then, what degree of attention

to His will is due to one whofe authority-

over us is fo juftly founded, whofe power

is fo unlimited ? If He who endowed us

with all our powers, require the fervice of

them all, Is He demanding more than His

own ? And if, in fome cafes. He require

us only not to employ them in the tranf-

greflion of His la>v, yet have no attention

paid to His call, muft not thofe who thus

refufe Him attention, be guilty of deep in-

gratitude ? If He who willingly laid down

His life to ranfom us from the powers of

darknefs, command us to take up the crofs

and follow Him, and be ready to lofe our

lives too for His fake and the Gofpel's, Is

He demanding any return w^hich His pre-

ceding kindnefs to us has not merited at

our hands ? If He, on whofe word depend

our prefent lot and our future fentence,

warn us to fliape our condud;, and regulate

our converfation in this world, according

I to
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to diredions He has left us, if His admo- serm.

nitions be not liftened to, What can we ^v^*

exped from Him but the treatment due to

idle and difobedient fervants, the lofs of His

protedion, and banilhment from His houfe-

hold?

I can but think, that if Chriftians would

take into confideration that connection which

adiually fubfifts between their divine Mafler

and themfclves, and duely ponder on it, no

fmall alteration would be produced in their

condud: ; and inftead of being carried away

by the wildnefs of paflion, or being loft in

infenfibility to every religious duty, they

would from gratitude for all the great things

He has done for them, for ail the love He
has (hewn them, through fear of His al-

mighty power, and His judgements ex-

tending to eternity, live in fobriety, and

walk with circumfpedion : through fenfe

of the high patronage with v/hich they are

blefled, be zealous in ading worthy of the

vocation with which they are called, and

fearful of forfeiting that rank to which His

love
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love has given them the means of rifing t

and really count all things but lofs for the

excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus

their Lord : and therefore I would imprefs

on your hearts, that the feilivals of the

church fhould never be permitted to pafs

without recalling to our minds thofe great

inftances of divine love which are comme-

morated on them. That of the prefent

feafon, the Son of God's coming into the

world, that whofoever believeth in Him
fhould not perifli, but have everlafling life,

fhould turn our thoughts to the conlidera-

tion of what a great difference there mufl

be between the condemnation from which

w^e may be delivered, and the life we may

obtain, that God fhould vouchfafe to fend

fo great a perfon to enable us to avoid the

one, and fecure the other? and of what

converfation becomes thofe for whom Hea-

ven hath {hewn fo much regard ?

In times of feftivity, the heart and the

tongue are both too apt to tranfgrefs the

bounds of Ibbriety and temperance; the

former,
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former, elated with mirth, roves in Its serm.

imaginations, and the latter rapidly pours ^^^*

forth of its abundance : many are the words

then uttered which, in the moments of cool

refledion, vex the mind, and bring remdrfe

not only on account of the impolicy or folly

of them, but from their immorality and

impiety. It is not that the p^ril of falling

into fin at thefe feafons proceeds from reli-

gion baring an enemy to chearfulnefs, or

well-regulated mirth, but that men laying

afide that caution and reftraint which our

degeneracy ever needs, fiiffer their fpirits to

be fo elated, and their painons fo raifed,

that the bounds of truth and modefty are

tranfgreifed, and the didates of reafon gain,

no attention.

Such ye mull; be fenfible, In various de-

grees, are the trefpalfes into which men do too

often fuffer themfelves to be betrayed when

met together for the purpofes of merriment

and feafting : and if it be with juflice that

that we lament the folly, and reprove the

perverfenefs of thofe who, in any cafe, abufe

VOL. HI. Y the
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SERM. the favours tliey receive, when bleffings

^^^* which flow more immediately from the
^-^'v>»J ...

providence of God, as His corn, His wine,

and the companions He hath given us, are.

turned into occalions of vice and immora-

lity, were we to cncreafe the rigour of our

rebukes in proportion to the ingratitude and

madnefs of the mifconducl, language could

hardly fupply terms ftrong enough to re-

prefent to the tranfgreffors in this refpe6t

the vilenefs of their offence; efpecially if

fuch tranfgreilbrs are, at the time of their

offending, celebrating a religious feilival.

We have no ground for joining in the joy

of feafons like the prefent but as Chriftians

:

it is in them that we not only rejoice among

ourfelves, but ought to alTemble univerfally,

and do fo in greater numbers, to celebrate

that inftitution which our blelTed Lord has

left us in memory of Himfelf. Should we

then change thefe facred feafons into times

of riot and licentioufnefs ? Is not this pro-,

faning rather than obferving the feaft of the.

Lord ? If we obferve them not, (and let

it particularly be attended to that we do not

obferve
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obferve them as Chrlftian feftivals, unlefs serm.

we join in celebrating the fuppcr of the ''^'^*

Lord) we muft be guilty of the mort un-

grateful infenfibility of His inexprrfTible

love to us : and if, in our obfervance of-

them, we copy not the examples of our*

earlieft prcdeceirors in chriftianity, but pre-

fer rather that of the Gentiles in their ido-

latrous feails, indulging in lafcivioufnefs,

lufts, excefs of wine, revellings and ban-

quetings, Is not this giving occafion to our'

adverfaries to mock and blafphcme ? What

muft enemies of the Gofpel (the number

of' whom by no m.eans decreafes) think of

a religion, for which the very difciples of'

it have fo little refped;, that even while

commemorating the facfts which palled at

the time of its firft introdudl'on among

men, they tranfgrefs its laws ? How often

has it been objecfted to the do:^l:rine we pro-

fefs, *' Ye talk of its purity and its power,

But where is the reformation it has brought

about ? Do we not fee charaders as dillo-

lute and profligate in the higher, as id!^,

drunken, and diflionefl: in the lov/er ranks

Y 2 of
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SERM. of Chriftians, as among thofe of any rell-

^vi' gion?" Let me, Ibefeechyou, when next

I hear fuch queflions put, not be obhged to

recur to the general anfwer, ** Many are

called, but few are chofen ;" but enable me
to glory at lead in the inftance of mine own
houfehold j and to fay, on your part, that

neither my teaching, nor your faith, hath

been vain. Then may we have great

boldnefs not only in the prefence of our

adverfaries, but in the day of the Lord;

together with rejoicing at His coming. Who
having once appeared in humility to bear

the fins of many, fhall unto them that look

for Him, quickly appear the fecond time

unto falvation.

SER-



SERMON XVII.

ON THE CRUCIFIXION.

Titus ii„ 14.

Who gave Uimfelffor us that He might re-

deetn us from all iniquity, and purify u?Jto

Hifnfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good

works,

CT. PAUL, in his firft epiftle to Timo- serm.

thy, makes mention of fome, who hav- xvii.

ing put away a good confcience, had alfo

made fhipwreck of faith ; which is (though

it may be hoped not in a very high degree)

yet it is in fome meafure, the cafe of all thofe

who continue in the pradice of fin ; fince

the true faith of the Gofpcl, and the tranf-

greflion of the commandments of God, are

y 3 entirely
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SERM. entirely inconfiftent : for no man being

XVII. ^v Wing to bring evil on himfelf ^ while

thofe punifhments with which the Gofpel

threatens the difobedient (be their excufe

for their difobcdience what it may) are fin-

cerely believed, no man will fubjed: him-

felf to th:m; therefore when temptations

arife, if the imaginary pleafures of lin

allure, m:n immediately begin to look out

for foms hopes of efcaping the penalty an-

nexed, though they commit the crime; and

thisfearch is condu<fted in different methods,

^according to the difference of conftitution,

fenfe, and kno.vvleJgf , that are to be found in

men. Some of bold fpirit, and a little in-

formation, (vyhich is often worfe than none)

being on the one hand fenfible, that if the

Chrif^ian faith be well founded, there can

be no hope for thofe who do not depart

from iniquity, and, on the other, defirous

of getting nd of all reOraints on their plea-

fiir s at once, colled the feveral objcvftions

aga lifi: the Gofpel which have been raifed

by vaio-s infid.ls in feveral nges, and frqjn

the pr^fumption that thefe may be juft,

take
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take courage to reje(5l it as a forgery and an serm.

impolition, as a fable cunningly devifjd by -^vii.

man, and not a revelation worthy to pro-

ceed from God. Now of thefe men, we

mufl at leaft fay, that they appear to truely

underftand the terms of the Gofpel-ac-

ceptancc, and to honour the difpenfition fo

far as io confefs, that under it there is no

fecurity for vice. But there are others who
equally backward to deny themfclves the

gratifications that are forbidden, yet either

having the chief articles of the faith more

deeply imprinted in their minds by educa-

tion, or being of a lefs daring and more

fcrupulous difpoiition, do flill continue to

believe the truth of revelation in general j

while they embrace opinions which are to-

tally inconfillent with that of particular

parts of it ; in purfuance of which, they

allow themfelves with no apprehenfion of

the wrath of God m practices that not only

militate againft fome of His moil: exprefs

commands, but are diametrically oppolite

to the fpirit of chriftianity ; manifefting

thereby, that though their faith continue

y 4 indeed
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SERM. indeed with regard to the fa61:s recorded in
xvn.

^

fcripture, yet it is fomewhat impaired with
relped to the truth and importance of all

its doctrines.

The confideration of the equal danger of

thefe different errours will, I perfuade my-
felf, induce you, without further exhorta-

tion, to give me your attention while 1 fet

before you the dqdirlne of the text, which,

if duely weighed, and faithfully retained,

will be found a mofl defirable antidote to

both;

The ends for which our bleffed Saviour

fubmittcd to death were, as the apoftle tells

us, *• to redeem us from all iniquity, an4
p'-:rify unto Himfelf a peculiar people,

z.aLus of good works." And will the

rnofl confident of unbelievers prefume to

affirm, that this was a work fo unworthy

the Son of God io und rtake, that the

biftory of it is not to be believed ? Was it

peedl fs ? Or was it unimportant? Or does

it maniLfl to us any attribute in the Deity,

which
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which the works of nature do rot teach us serm.

to acknowledge ? Were not all men before xvii.

the coming of Ciirift in fuch a Hate that,

to ufe the language of fcripture, they came

fhort of the gloiy of God ? Were they not

ignorant of the dignity of their own na-

ture, and of the purity and majefly of the

divine j and of the great and neccfTary

fanctions of religion ? And did not their

ignorance, in thele reipccSts, lead whole na-

tions into fuch pra6fices, that, if permitted

to ha\ t continued, would have been a re-

proach to the Governour of the world, and

reflected cifgrace on the Creatour of fuch

bemgs ? But an end could not have been

put to thefe unlefs by either delfroying

mankind, or intruding them, and im-

proving their reafon (which had already

fhewn itfelf infuffieicnt to guide them) in

fuch a manner, as might Itill leave them at

liberty to ad as they would, while it gave

them power to difcover and purfue that

courfe which was the right one. And
whether it were more worthy of God to

annihilate the race, or to afford them the

iiiitruc-
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SERM. inflrudlion and affiftance thev needed, let

J^y^ any man judge I

But farther; juflice and mercy are to be

equally afcribed to God; and they both

ihine forth with diftinguillied luftre in his

natural government of the world ; to vice

and intemperance are annexed as their na-

tural confequences, dileaie of body, and
uneafinefs of mmd ; virtue and fobriety, on
the contrary, do produce peace within, and
health and vigour without. And are not

the glorious attributes 1 have mentioned,

difplayed too in the redemption of mankind

by Chnl]: ? Confider the matter as Hated

in Scripture, firlt viewing the leading fa6t

both as mentioned there, and confirmed by

obfervation, '' that man was created up-

right, a creature perfed: in his kind, but

did corrupt himfclf, and by doing what he

was confcious he ought not to have doncj

acquired a degeneracy of nature. For God
to have immediately interpofed to have cor-

rected this wilful depravity, without any

fatisfadion made on the part of man, would

have
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have been rewarding fin, and holding forth serm.

encouragement to His creatiir:?s to tranf- ^v^^*

grefs His laws ; it would have been acting

totally inconfillent with juftice, which de-

mands as well that iin be punidied, as that

virtue be rewarded. The immediate de-

ftruition of the race was prevented by the

divine wifdom and mercy, forefeeing, that

if an oftlr of lalvation was made on certain

terms, many would embrace it, and recover to

their own evcrlafting felicity, that perfedlion

of nature, v/hich they had firll: miffed of

by their father's fall, and that in the punifh-*

ment of thole who might rejed: this gra-

cious offer, the juffice of God would be

ffill more manifeft, fince their ingratitude

and perverfenefs in refufing the proffered

mercy would render them both, in fart, and

in the eyes of all rational beings, totally

undeferving of further forbearance. Now
could it be unworthy of the Son of God to

take a principal part in a difpenfation which,
'

like this, was calculated to advance both

the glory of His Father, and the happinefs

pf His creatures, ** wherein mercy and

truth
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SERM. <ruth would meet together, righteoufnefs

XVII. and peace would kils each other?'* If not,

^^'^''^^ What have you to objecl to ? Are you

offended at the kindnefs which your Saviour

has teltified in doing fo much for you ? Or

are you angry at the Gofpcl, becaufe it fets

forth, in a fcill brighter light, thofe very

attributes which natural reli.'^ion teaches us

to afcribe to God ? Becaufe it affirms that

He is of too pure eyes to behold iniquity ;

or that He is too jufl: not to punifh incorri-

gible linners ; or too good not to afford to

thofe who will make ufe of them, oppor-

tunities and means of repentance and recg-

very ?

But, perhaps, it is none of thefe fingly,

it is the whole of revelation together that

you cannot digeft -, there is fomething myf-

terious and wonderful in it that you cannot

account for, neither fully com.prehend : And
is it furprizing, that you cannot fathom the

depth of the wifdom and goodnefs of God ?

It is as high as Heaven j What canft thou

do ? It is deeper than Hell j What canft

thou
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thou know ? For once, then, lay afide the serwt.

opinion of your own underftanding being xvir.

infinite J Pry not into fecret things, for
^^^^^

they belong unto the Lord ! but be content

to reafon from what is already before you.

That it was not inconliftent with the ma-

jefty of God to make fuch creatures as men,

and provide for their temporal provifion and

comfort ; your prefent exiftence, and all the

enjoyments you have tafted, demonftrate

;

Why then deem it impoffible, that, after

He had made them, He fliould interpofe to

refcue them from the evils their own folly

was bringing on them, and redeem them

from all iniquity ? This redemption is but

an ad: of the fame goodnefs that firil gave

you being ; and its agreeablenefs to the

charadler of God, is a pledge of the truth

of Scripture in afcribing it to Him. The

means made ufe of were, doubtlefsly, fur-

prizing ; But who will be bold enough to

fay, that any others would have been ade-

quate to the purpofe ? a wonderful and

horrible thing had been committed ; part of

the univerfe had rebelled agaiiifl their Crea-

tour,
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SERM. tour, and (tt his laws at nought. The eyes

^fi- of all rational beings, capable of viewing

and confidering the difpenfations of God,

which the Scripture informs us many are,

mufl: have been immediately fixed on his

dealings in this cafe; and we may well

think, that the difpenfation carried on to

remedy the evil in fuch a manner, as to

make His juflice and mercy equally vifible,

in His dealings with us His fallen creatures,

lYiuft have been miraculous on the whole;

"while we may juftly prefume, too, that one

part of it would be, the purifying of thofe

who were willing, from the corruption they

had contracted, and reftoring of them to

fuch a flate that their exiflence fliould be

happy to themfelves, and honourable to

God—hi the ''tvords of the text, " Redeem-

ing us from all iniquity, and purifying to

Himfcif a peculiar people, zealous of good

works."

But if the work of redemption be pre-

fumed to be adapted to the Son of God, in

that it is the eflablifhment of righteoufnefs

and
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and felicity, upon the ruins of iii;i and serm.

mifery j How happens it, (it maybe alked) ^vii,

that wickednefs is ftill very prevalent in the

world, when the knowledge ot the Golpel

is diffufed more widely than ever ? To this

we have to anfwer, " That Chrift came

not to force, but to call linners to repent-

ance." Ta all who would liftcn to this

call, He offered fuch fpiritual alTiflance as

fhould enable them to fubdue their evil

affed:ions, and obtain habits of true virtue;

and holinefs. Many have rejeded this^

offer J many more have pretended to accept

it, but proving unwilling to make the exer-

tions required on their part, have received

no benefit from it. Some few, however,

in every age, have fincerely embraced it,

and having paffed tlu-ough the proper feafoa

of trial, have been gradually transferred

from hence, to a more happy flate, there to

wait God's appointed time, when the num-

ber of His eled: being accomplidled, He^

fhall compleatly eflablifh His kingdom of

righteoufnefs. Then Ihall be the full mani-

fcffation of the fons of God ; and thofe

who



33^ On the Cri'cljixmi,

SERM. who have honeftly iif d the means of piiri-

XVII. fication obtained by the death of Chrifl,

and turning from vice, have, through their*

own labour, made fucccfsful by His bleffing

on it, acquired a zeal for good works, fhall

be declared \i\s peculiar people.

How many there may be of thofe now
working oi;t th.ir falvation on earth, we
know not. It is ev dent, indeed, that there

are among us, numbers who belong not to

that flock, fince we can know them by the

marks our Lord His felf hath left us,

" their fruits," But whether all who do

appear to the world to be zealous of good

works are really fo, mufi: rft undeter-

mined until the fecrets of all hearts be dif-

clofed. And tbefe things had the Gofpel

taught us, that all mankind Ihould have

become holy through Chrift, might have

been juftly objedied to it j but that, on the

contrary, though it inform all men how
they may become fo, yet it always fpeaks

of thofe who would behave like the true

fervants of Jefus, as a fmall number in

com-
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comparifon of thole who would not, as— serm.

** a peculiar people." xvii.

To the defcription of which people, as

given in the text and other parts of Scrip-

ture, I would particularly wifh you to at-

tend j for by feeing that the feveral decla-

rations relating to them, all agree in giving

them the fame character, you will per-

ceive that there is but one method of getting

yourfelves included in the number j which

is a piece of knowledge not only important,

but abfolutely neceiTary : fince there is no

cafe in which the very common obfervation

that we too eaiily credit, what we willi to

be true, is more frequently verified than in

this of religion ; wherein men being de-

firous of obtaining falvation on the moft

eafy terms they can, fondly receive thofe

interpretations of particular pafTages that

make the way to Heaven the fhorteft j and

greedily liilen to fuch teachers as, through

folly, or impious craft, preach what is ac-

ceptable to their hearers, in lieu of what

the Gofpel contains.

VOL. III. z Againfl
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SERM. Agalnft the infinuating dodrines of thefe

XVII. falfe teachers, arm yourfelves with the fol-

lowing truths :
** That if Chrift gave Him-

felf for us, that He might redeem us from

all iniquity; then ought every one who
nameth the name of Chrift, to depart from

evil ; for he who does not, counteracfts the

purpofe for which the Redeemer died, and

renders vain with refped: to himfelf the

grace of God which hath appeared, teach-

ing us, that denying ungodlinefs and worldly

lufts, we (liould live foberly, righteoufly,

and godly.''

»

That while we are told, that Jefus died

to purify to Himfelf a peculiar people,

zealous of good works, we are alfo taught

by the fame authority, that that purification

is not brought about merely by the abfolute

power of God operating on the feveral fub-

jcds of it ; but, by His grace, co-operating

with their fincere and ftrenuous endeavours.

For on what conditions did our Saviour

promife the Comforter to His difciples ? On

that plainly of keeping His commandments.,

" If



On the Crucifixion, '}>Z9

^' \i you love Me, faid He, keep my com- serm.

mandments ; and I will pray the Father, xvii.

and He fhall give you another comforter,

that He m.ay abide with you for ever.'*

John xiv. 15. To whom did He promife

to manifeft Himfelf ? and with whonrl faid

He, that His Father and He would make

their abode, but with him who (hould keep

His commandments ? In what ground did

He fay, the feed of the word truely flourifhed,

and brought forth fruit, but in that of a

good and honeft heart ? There may be, who
receive the word with joy, and keep it till

temptation doth arife; there may be, who
retain it a longer time, but in whom it is

at length choaked with the cares, riches,

or pleafures of this world ; but none of

thefe (I have the authority of our Lord for

faying it) are of His peculiar people j that

title belongs to thofe alone, who bring forth

fruit with patience.

Therefore let not any man deceive you

with vain words, or by perfuading you to

look within you for any fancied teftimony

z 2 of
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sERM. of the fpirit, induce you to overlook the

^vji- apoftohck rule, which is the only one that

may be depended on, for determining whe-

ther you are the Lord's.—** That thofe

who are ChrilVs have crucified the flefli,

together with the afFecflions and lulls there-

of/' To obtain for you the power to do

this, was the end of Chrift's fubmitting to

death j the recolIe<51ion of which, one might

imagine, would raife in us the will like-

wife. Refledt only on the wonderful fad:

which we this, day commemorate; the Son

of God, after having: condefcended to take

our nature on Him, {looping ftill further,

and patiently paffing through the lowefl

itate of human m^ifery !—Surely the differ-

ent confequences of human condud: muft

be unfpeakably important, that the know-

ledge of them fhoidd move fo great a per-

.fon as God to interpofe, to turn us from the

practice of lin to that of righteoufnefs.

—

Whether we ad: according to, or againft the

didates of our confcience ; whether we

obey or break the commandments pf God

;

whether we walk in the narrow path of

religion,
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religion, and ramble in the broad ways of serm. ,

vice, can never be a matter of fo flight xvir.

moment as it is generally efteemed, fince

erroLirs of little conlequence would not have

called down the Son of God from Heaven

to reiftify them. Much lefs now He has

appeared, can it remain indifferent which

courfe we purfue ; that of righteoufhefs or

that of iniquity ; whatever He hath efla-

bliflied concerning the ends of each, mufl

remain fixed and immutable; and in not

liftening to the inftrucftions He hath left us

concerning them, we fhall acquire the ac-

cumulated guilt of defpifing the plaincfl

lefTons, given by the highefl authority,

manifefled by the mean through which they

were delivered to be of the utmoft import-

ance, and recommended by the compleateft

evidence of the fincere love and good-wiU

of Him who gave them ;
*' For greater

love than this hath no man, that a man

fliould lay down his life for his friends."

The fum of the whole is this ; that the

Scriptures, in declaring the end of Chrifl^

z 3 , fnffer-
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SERM. fiifferings to be that He might redeem us

XVII. from all iniquity, and purify to Himfelf a

peculiar people, zealous of good works,

have given a reafon for the wondrous fa6t

w^hich at once cancels all the objections of

unbelievers, fetting the divine wifdom, juf-

tice, and mercy, in the moft glorious and

amiable light j and at the fame time takes

every hope of the partaking of the benefits

of His death, from all thofe who do not

entirely forfake the works of fin Vv^hich He
came to deftroy j and we, in purfuance of

the apoftolick direction, do continue to teach

and remind you of thefe things ; conflantly

exhorting you, that if ye do indeed, as ye

profefs to do, believe in God, ye be careful

to maintain good works, looking for that

blefTed hope, and the glorious appearance of

the Great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift.

SER.



SERMON XVIIL

CONCLUDING DISCOURSE.

St. Luke xii. 32.

Fear fiot, little flock : for it is your Father'*

s

good pieaflire to give you the kingdom,

•* T^T'HAT is man, that thou art mind- serm.
^ ful of him ? or the fon of man, xviii.

that thou vifiteft him ?** was the exclama-

tion of one whofe own hiflory yields a re-

markable inftance of the free goodnefs of

God ; from following the fheep-folds had

he been taken, and feated upon the throne

of Ifrael ; numerous were the dangers he

encountered, and as numerous the deliver-

ances he experienced. The dependence he

felt on the divine providence, in his private

z 4 , fortunes,
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SERM. fortunes, feems to have led him to extend

XVIII. i^ig thoughts to the manner in which all

mankind enjoy the bleflings ot God's go-

vernment : and the great things done for

this favoured race, ftruck him with admi-

ration, but by no means lliocked his faith ;

although on minds not fo ftrong, and lefs

informed, the very circumftance which calls

the mofl earneftly for our gratitude and

love, the unfpeakable condefcenlion of the

Lord, fometimes raifes doubts as to its own

reality, and men are backward to believe,

that fuch as they are, can be objed:s of fo

much regard to the Sovereign of the uni-

yerfe.

To Chriflians who have any mifgivings

of this kind, the text contains a fatisfaftory

reply j becaufe convinced of the divine

authority of Him who fpake the words,

they can no m.ore doubt, that it is the

Father's good pleafure to give them the

kingdom, than they can doubt of His

power to perform what He wills. But the

unbeliever may either except to the evidence

given
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p;iven of its being the will of God, or fay, serm,

that after all, the point itfelf is fo incredible, xviii.

that nothing but an immediate revelation to

himfelf fliould convince him of its truth.

Now to enable you to refute his objecStions,

which ever of thefe grounds he takes, I fhall

make it the bufinefs of the prefent difcourfe,

to apply fo much of the evidence of religion

as I have already laid before you, to his

exceptions in the firft cafe ; and afterward

fuggeft to you a full reply to what is ad-

vanced in the other.

In folution of the doubts, whether any

attention is vouchfafed by the Deity to the

human race in general, I firft proved by

appealing to your own feelings, that our

Creatour hath implanted in our breafts a

principle of religion in that indeterminate

fear of fome invilible Being which natu-

rally arifes in the human mind, and that,

iince a perfedly wife Being would never

endow a creature with a faculty which had

no objedl, the very exiftence of this fear

within us is itfelf a proof, that He meant

the
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sERM. the race {hould preferve a conne(5lion with

XVIII. Him by ad:s of devotion. In further reply

to the fame doubts, I next ftated to you,

that our own being, with fuch hmited

powers, and fo precarious a mode of exift-

ence, affords a demonftration that the race

received its beginning from One mightier

than theirfelves : and this conftituting a

proof from fad:, that God did not think it

unworthy of Him to make us, we may

moft confidently conclude, that after that

He will not negled: creatures whom He has

endowed with faculties to know, and ferve

Him.

In the next difcourfe, I laid before you

the mofl manifefl teflimonies of the divine

attention being extended to mankind, in the

wonderful provision the Lord hath made

for our fupport and comfort by the confti-

tution of the material world; in which

even many ill effeds of our folly and il|

condu6t are provided againft ; thefe works

evincing, that the Authour of them knew

our neceflities long before, and was able

and
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and willing to furnifli a fupply for them : serm.

and I clofed the confideration of this head ^viii.

of our heavenly Father's general care of

our race, by ftating to you fome leading in-

stances of the divine interpofition in great

political revolutions, and the proofs afforded

by thefe, that the Lord hath not relin-

quifhed the government of the earth, but

ruleth in the kingdom of men, putting

down one, and fetting up another, accord-

ing to His good pleafure.

Having thus furnifhed you with anfwers

to doubts that can be raifed only by the

adual Atheift, it became requilite next to

coniider, thofe which may be ftarted againfb

that exceeding greatnefs of God's love to

men which the Gofpel indicates. Here

then it was fhewn, that the more wonderful

the fadts taught us by revelation are, the

more impreffive is the evidence God hath

been pleafed to provide of the truth of that

revelation, feledling, by a moft fignal dif-

penfation, one particular people to be figns

unto the world : to whofe hiflory the atten-

tion
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SERM. tion of the other nations of the earth hath

XVIII. been called, after a remarkable manner, and

to the continuance of whofe fingular flatc

and wide difperfion we ourfelves are eye

witneffes. To this people were given fta-

tutes and a courfe of difcipline, which renr

dered it more difficult for a mere pretender

to infpiration to fucceed among them than

among the inhabitants of any other country

on earth : and among them it was declared

fhould appear that great Perfon, through

whom all the fons of Adam might obtain

deliverance from the evils brought upon the

race by the difobedience of the firft pai^:

pf it.

To this mofl: important charadter were

the expectations of that and other nations

turned by a long courfe of predictions,

which fo fpecified all the particulars of Hi?

lineage, His birth, His wondrous a6ls. His

extraordinary fufferings, and His fingular

triumph, that it was impoffible the whole

number of thefe fhould concur in any other

than in Him, who was the real objedt of

the
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the prophecies: the nature of the falvation serm.

affirmed to be wrought by Him is fuch as xviii.

never could have fuggelled itfelf to the

mind of any one unacquainted with the true

hiftory of mankind j and the remedies given

for the corruption, the helps provided for

the infirmities and wants of men, the man-

ner in which their moft intimate defires are

met, and in w^iich their prefentiment and

afpiration after immortality are accounted

for, and objedts worthy of their purfuit,

and a fcene of adlion adequate to their

powers are difclofed, and the prefent myfte-

rious appearance of things explained, are

fuch as could proceed only from the omnif-

cience and authority of the Maker and

Sovereign of the world. Neither can the

performance of fuch great things for man-

kind be accounted for but on the very mo-

tive againfl which the objector points his

doubt, the love of God to the v/orks of His

hands. That He fhould regard thefe is fo

far from incredible, that it is hard to be

believed He (hould do otherwife; and that

the love of the Lord (hould move Him to

do ^
f
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SERM. do thofe great things whereof we rejoice^

xviii. fhe recollection of His abundant goodnefs

and unlimited power may ealily convince

lis : fo that through thefe incontrovertible

truths we regularly come to the conclufion,

that ** it may be His good pleafure to give

us the kingdom j" and if it be fo, Who
fhall counterad: it ?

The difficulty which men find in believ-

ing that the Almighty does fo m^uch for the

human race, generally, perhaps, arifes from

-their reafoning concerning His works, ac-

cording to the notions they have formed

from the deeds of men. The adts of be-

nevolence which theie do to any under their

patronage, muft be limited in proportion to

the bounds of their own power ; but His

power being infinite, and His goodnefs per-

fed, His kindnefs needs to be reflrained only

by the capacity of thofe on whom it is con-

ferred j and, confequently, it can never be

in itfclf incredible, that He will give the

kingdom to thofe who (liall be found meet

to partake of fuch an inheritance.

But

4
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But by fome, it is f^d, that many ages serm.

are paft fince this inheritance was promifed, ^viii.

and ftill thofe who are faid to be the heirs

of it receive no diftinguifliing marks of

being the pecuhar favourites of Heaven;

and hence arife other doubts as to the great-

nefs of the divine attention to them. Now,

furely, thofe who hold it incredible, that

men fhould be objects of the regard of the

Almighty, can hardly objed:, that if He
deign to make them fuch. He keeps the

times and feafons of conferring His bleffings

on them in His own power. The objec-

tion itfelf is, in reality, the fame as that of

the fcoffers mentioned by St. Peter, " Where

is the promife of His coming? for fince

the fathers fell afleep, all things xontinue

as they were from the beginning of the

creation :*' and it merits the fame anfwer,

that the aflertion it contains is not true, bc-

caufe even in the material world changes

have happened, not only fince the beginning,

but fince the publication of the Gofpel;

and how many more in the moral ! How
many of thofe fa(5ts have come to pafs,

which
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SERM. which our Lord ai^d His prophets foretold

XVIII. ff^ould intervene between the age in which

they lived, and the end of the world ! And

what is every accomplifhmcnt of a predic-

tion relating to the church, but an additional

|)roof that the fortunes of that church have

been an objed: of His providence, Who can

alone look with certainty into futurity ?

Behold, then, the fymptoms required ! To

give a beginning to this kingdom among

men, were, as I have fhewn you, unnum-

bered miracles wrought ; the power of death

was vanquiflied, and heavenly gifts were

given unto men ; and to fhew that it was

the Father's good pleafure to give the king-

dom to the little flock that then made its firfk

appearance on the theatre of the world, it

was by fpiritual affiilance only enabled to

bafiie all the attempts which th^ greatefl:

earthly powers made to difperfe and deftroy

it j and furviving all their efforts, gained

poiTefiion of the imperial throne, receiving

in this temporal a type of its everlafling

triumph : and to preferve it from being

overwhelmed by the mofl dangerous enemy

of
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of all, profperity, were the corruptions con- serm.

fequent on that profperity foretold, and the xviir)

ilruggles of thofe who would not join in

thefe corruptions defcribed, and the judge-

ments of God on fuch apoflacy predicted

;

by the whole of which is formed a courfe

of prophecies reaching to that period when

He who gave the promife of the text hath

told us. He will return to perform it, and

take His fervants to reign with Him.

Further, too, for the guidance of this

ilock while on earth, there have beeii given

thofe laws which, in various other dif-

courfes, I have fet before you, and which

prefcribe a conduct fuperior to all that the

wifeft of legiflators, or of moral teachers,

ever direded, or endeavoured to inculcate,

and which is calculated to produce habits

fuited to a more excellent ftate than that in

which we now are fituated; and which

habits we are told in the Scriptures that

contain thofe laws, are required for the

exprefs purpofe of rendering us fit to. be

admitted to that ftate.

VOL. III. A a When,
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SERM. When, then, fuch preparations have been

XVIII. made for the eftabhfliment of this king-

dom, What want of (ignificant figns that

it is the Father's good pleafure to give it to

this little flock ? Who could thus openly

take a people from ths midfl of all nations,

and form them into a permanent fociety,

on principles beneficial not only to them-

lelves, but to all around them, and adapted

to the everlafting promotion of peace and

happinefs, but the fupreme Difpenfer of

every good and perfed. gift ? And is not

His doing this, His calling them to a con-

dud: and converfation which fo often muft

expofe them to ill ufage from the wicked

with whom they cannot but be mixed here,

a fufhcient indication that it is in a future

ftate that the virtues to which they are here

trained fliali be exercifed with fruit to them-

felves,, and thofe who are found faithful

in a little here, be there made rulers over

much ?

Having thus reminded you of the anfwers

with which the difcourfes we have gone

through
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through have furniflied you to the objec- serm.

tions perverfe or ignorant men may urge ^vrir.

againft the tcftimony we have of its being

the good pleafure of God to exalt the faith-

ful followers of Chrifl to never-fading

crowns of glory, let us now confider the

laft plea in which the unbeliever endeavours

to find refuge, that the point itfelf is fo

incredible, that nothing lefs than an imme-

diate revelation to himfelf ftiould convince

him of its truth.

Now this plea would be lefs unreafon-

able, were it ours to determine after what

manner God fhould make known His will

to men ; but even then it would proceed on

a mere prefumption, that of the infignifi-

cance of the human race in the eyes of their

Creatour. For what is the ground of this

imagination ? here on earth all things are

manifeftly put in fubjed:ion under their

feet : and what if there be innumerable

worlds, inhabited by intelligent and moral

beings. Will their number diftradl the at-

tention, or exhaufi: the benevolence or power

A a 2 of
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SERM. of the Lord; leaving but a little that He
XVIII. can do for men ? Or, to come ftill nearer to

the point, What is it that makes one crea-

ture of more importance in the fight of our

common Maker than another ? If there be

any particular which does this, Is it not in

the power of the Almighty to endow any

fpecies He pleafes with it, and thus render

them fit objects of His tender mercies ?

And on what ground will you prefume to

aflert, that the fons of Adam have not been

thus blcffed ? As far as human conje(fture

may venture to go, it fliould fcem, that this

confifts in a capacity for happinefs or mifery,

in the power of enjoyment or fufFering

:

And who can fay, that any beings pofiTefs

this capacity in an higher degree than men

do ? At leafl: the very fame Scriptures that

teach us, that our heavenly Father vouch-

iafes fo much regard, inform us likewife,

that we are made for everlafling duration,

and, confequently, are capable of never-

ceafing happinefs or mifery ; and thus fully

account for that tender concern which He
manifells
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manifefts for our inheriting the future serm.

bleffings, and efcaping the wrath to come, xviii.

Laftly, then, be it granted, that on the

theatre of the univerfe this globe of ours

may indeed feem to beings, reafoning as we

do, of httle comparative importance, yet

iince God feeth not as man feeth, neither

worketh as man worketh, but manifefts

His glory by effe^iing His purpofes by in-

ilruments weak in themfelves, and appa-

rently inadequate, may He not have chofen

creatures, mean as we are, to ferve Him in

fome grand difpenfation, in which beings

of higher rank, nay, the whole univerfe,

are concerned; and if He has, all doubts

arifing from the prefumed iniignificance of

the human fpecies in itfclf, fall to the

ground at once, Iince it is not for our fake,

but His own glory, that He hath chofen

us. Nor is it merely fuppolition that He
has fo. We are informed in the facred

writings, that fuperior beings are by no

means unconcerned fpedlators of the work

of human redemption. We arp not only

A a 3 told



3S^ Co?jcluding Difcourfe,

SERM. told by our blefTed Saviour Himfelf, that

XVIII. there is rejoicing in Heaven over a finner

that repenteth, but by St. Peter, that angels

deiire to look into the difpenfation ; and

that angels, authorities, and powers, are

made fubjed unto Chrift : and St. Paul afks

his converts, *' Know ye not that we ihall

judge the angels?" The analogy of the

divine counfels in the Gofpel, too, confirm

the fame thing. In the whole of that His

ftrength was made perfecfl: in weaknefs.

From the loweil ranks of a nation at that

time greatly defpifed, did the preachers go

forth to preach to the nations the dodrine

of Chrift crucified ; and, in the courfe of

its promulgation, not many wife men after

the flefh, not many mighty, not many noble

were called; but God chofe the foolifh

things of the world to confound the wife ;

and God chofe the weak things of the world

to confound the things which are mighty ;

and the bafe things of the world, and things

which are defpifed, hath God chofen, and

things which are not, to bring to nought

things that are. That according as it is

written.
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written, '* He that glorieth, let him glory serm.

in the Lord." -^^i^^-

An attentive reader of the Holy Scrip-

tures will find many pafTages corroborating,

and explaining the idea I have now fuggefted

to you, that the confequences and effects of

the Chriftian difpcnfation are not reftrained

merely to the fons of Adam. And what a

fcene is thus difclofed to the contemplative

mind in the boundlefs extent, and inefti-

mable importance of that Icheme, in which

a part is vouchfafed to every fincere difciplc

of the Gofpel ! Often has it been argued,

that we fee but a portion of the government

of God; and, indeed, an apoftle tells us,

(doubtlefsly intending fomething more than

to make a trite obfervation) that we know

but in part. \(, then, according to what I

have now ftated, we have been made by

God to fhew forth His praife on a more

extended theatre than the globe on wdiich

we ourfelves dwell, the importance of our

defignation will folve many difficulties, and

A a 4 clear
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SERM. clear many doubts, which men of partial

xviii. enquiry are apt to ftart.

In the iirfl place, the faith of fuch nee4

be no longer fhocked at meafures {o great

and extenfive having been taken to call the

attention of men to the truths of religion.

For as when we learn, that the people of

Ifrael were, from the firft, appointed to be

the inftruments of the falvation of God to

the ends of the earth, we no longer find it

difficult to account for the fhare of the di-

vine patronage which they have enjoyed

;

when, according to the phrafe of Scripture,

He inll:rud:€d them by His prophets, rifing

up early, and teaching them, fo fliall we

no longer be furprized at the fignal means

iifed for the inftru(flion of the human race

in general, when we are informed, that from

them are to be feleded a chofen few to be

exalted to a flation confpicuous in the eyes

of all created beings.

Neither will the greatnefs of the Media-

tour be a flumbling-block on account of the

mean-
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meannefs of the race for whom He conde- serm.

fcended to fiibmit to death, if it be con- xviii.

lidered, that the confequences of this afto-

nifhing inftance of humihty and love may
extend throughout the univerfe; and as, al-

though He was crucified by the Jews, He
died not for that nation only, but that alfo

He mijrht o^ather too^ether in one the chil-

dren of God that were fcattered abroad j fo

although He took not on Him the nature

of angels, but that of men, the glory of

His exaltation may be felt by all the heavenly

hoft.

Again ; that which is in truth much the

moft extenlive caufe of offence, the purity

of the laws, and the integrity of the mora-

lity of the Gofpel, appear in this view of

things to be matter of abfolate neceflity

:

for how fhould thofe who are not pradtifed

in felf-command be fit to be entrufled with

charges of importance. The queftion is

that of our Lord Himfelf ; " He that is

faithful in that which is leaft, is faithful

alfo in much; and he that is uinjull in the

leafl,
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SERM. leafl:, is unjuft alfo in much. If, there-

XVIII. fore, ye have not been faithful in the un-

righteous manner, who will commit to your

truft the true riches ? And if ye have not

been faithful in that which is another man's.

Who fhall give you that which is your

own?" The abufe or negled: of wealth,

opportunities and faculties with which we
are now entrufted, manifeltly indicate, that

to conlign to us more important trufts,

would be the dictate of neither wifdom nor

juftice; and therefore are we exhorted fo

earneftly to live foberly, righteoufiy, and

godly in this prefent world. To the

thoughtlefs lovers of it, indeed, thefe ad-

monitions feem harfh, and being accuftomed

to eftimate the guilt of tranfgreffions merely

by what others fuffer through them, the

pernicious and deftrudive effe(51:s of the

"perfonal vices are overlooked by them : yet

do but once ferioufly refledl, how totally

unfit thofe who have accuftomed themfelves

X.0 make our heavenly Father's precepts of

righteoufnefs give way to their paffions or

their fancies, are to be advanced to Hations

of
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of higher honour, and of greater truft, and serm.

you will fee a moral impoflibility, that x^m*

thofe who have palTcd their lives here in

the fervice of fin or folly, fhould (hine as

the fervants of God hereafter : and if this

high prize of our calling may be loft

through the tranfient gratifications of our

bodily appetites, or of our corrupt inclina-

tions of mind, through habits of intem-

perance or riot, of luxury or diffipation.

How inexpreffibly important, how worthy

of the moil anxious attention, are thofe

lefTons which direct us to confider thefe as

enemies to our future glory and happinefs,

and to avoid them ! And how truely do they

manifefl themfelves to be the very dicftates

we might expert from Him, Who would

that no man fliould perifli, but that all

(hould come to eternal life

!

Under this view, how are the trials we

here meet with dignified, and how truely

wife, juft, and kind, appear the exhorta-

tions given us to fight the good fight, and

bear hardfliip like good foldiers of Chrifl,

5 that
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SERM. that we may hereafter be crowned : and
XVIII. Yvhen fuch crowns are certainly laid up for

them, how reafonably may the faithful fol-

lowers of the Son of God deem all their

fufferings in this life not worthy to be com-

pared with the glory which fliall hereafter

be revealed in them. As, on the other

hand, how fevere will be the remorfe, how
bitter the anguifh of thofe, who in that

day Ihall find, that they are cut off from

all inheritance among the people of God !

• This confideration is of itfelf, perhaps, fuf-

ficient to clear all doubts about the intenfe-

nefs of the torments of the damned, with-

out taking into the account the additional

punifhmcnts which may be juftly heaped

on them, for their daring rebellion againil

their Creatour, and their ungrateful rejec-

tion of His proffered mercies. While the

having fecured a contrary lot for ever and

ever mufl as naturally excite in the bjeafts

of all, who receive a favourable fentence

from the God of their falvation, a degree

of rejoicing, and a permanency of happi-

nefs, by no means too highly defcribed by

any
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any of the emblematical defcriptions I have serm.

from the Holy Scriptures fet before you, of ^^^^^*

the joys of the blelTed hereafter.

What then remains, but to exhort and to

befeech you all, as partakers of this hea-

venly calling, not to think fcorn of the

proffered inheritance, or, like Efau, pro-

fanely fell your birth-right for a mefs of

pottage : for to you belongs the alTurance

of the text, and to as many both near and

afar off as the Lord our God fhall call.

True it is, that in comparifon with the

multitude to which it has been extended,

few have obeyed this calling; and even

againft this little flock the moft vehement

and ceafelefs oppoiition has been made by

the children of the w^orld, and the powers

of darknefs : but the effed: of this oppoii-

tion, hath been only to manifefl which are

the true, which the pretended difciple of

Chriil, to leparate the wheat from the chaff,

to try the eled: as the gold is tried, in the

fire, and to confirm the alTurance of the

text, that it is the Father's good pleafure

to
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SERM. to give them the kingdom, by the pledge

XVIII. of this which His church has received in

the never-faihng proted:ion and fupport

vouchfafed unto it againll all its enemies,

and under all its trials ; until, in the pre-

fent age, that fucceffion of iigns which its

divine Mafter was pleafed previoufly to

mark as fymptoms of His return to take

account of His fervants, being nearly run

out, the coming of our Lord approaches

faft, and He is now (almoft without a me-

taphor) even at the doors.

What manner of men, then, does it be-

come us to be in all our converfation ? Shall

we, conforming ourfelves to the fafhion of

the world, fpend our time in rioting and

drunkennefs, in chambering and wantonnefs,

in flrife and envying; or putting on the

Lord Jefus Chrift, make not provifion for

the flefh to fulfil the lufls of that ; but be

like fervants waiting for their Lord ?

By thus delivering you a word of exhor-

tation every Lord's day, I have fo far en-

deavoured
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deavoured to get myfelf numbered among serm.

thofe who fhall be found not eating and xviii.

drinking with the drunken, or beating the

man-fervants and maid-fervants, but giving

them their meat in due feafon j if ye will

not receive, and duely ufe this fpiritual

food, your future and everlafting portion

muft be with the unbelievers ; but if we

all honeflly unite in hearing the word, and

keeping it, then at whatever hour the Lord

returns, we fhall be found watching; and

for our brief fufFerings, our trifling labour

here, be recompenfed with that ineflimable

fentence, ** Come ye blefled of my Father,

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from

the foundation of the world."

FINIS.











fW


