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^PELIEVING that to keep in lively remembrance the

(^ mercies of the Lord, and all the way in which he

has led us, is for his glory, and conducive to the growth

and usefulness of our Church,

through its Board of Managers, has compiled and pub-

lished this little book, hoping it may aid in such re-

membrance, and prove of interest and value in other

respects.

These pages are most affectionately

^^iuntij^

to the eight of the B^irbstt (ionsiitui^nt f|^mlt^r$ of the

First Baptist Church of Bloomfield, N. J., who are still

living, honored and loved, and to the revered memory

of the five who have departed,

Decent ber, iSjb.
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HISTORICAL SKETCH.

In the Autumn of 1851, a few brethren and sisters,

connected with regular Baptist churches abroad, met

in the village for prayer and conference At a suc-

ceeding meeting, at which the presence of the Di-

vine Spirit was manifest, it was unanimously resolved,

to meet on Lord's Day for stated preaching. On

the TWENTY-FIFTH OF NOVEMBER, 1851, a full meet-

ing of the brethren and sisters was held, and after

prayer for Divine direction, it was unanimously

resolved, that " We do form ourselves into a Church

of the Lord Jesus Christ, to be called the First

Baptist Church, Bloomfield, New Jersey.

TJie Declaration of Faith and the Covenant received

the signatures of the following constituent members

the same evening :

NAMES :

William Clark, David Cairns,

Mrs. Ellen Clark, Mrs. Hepzibah Cairns,

Samuel A. Brower, Joshua Crane,

UzAL D. Ward, Mrs. Clarissa Crane,

Mrs. Sarah Eliz. Ward, Mrs. Caroline Sanford,

Sylvester P. Looker, Mrs. Ann E. Sherwood,

Mrs. Charlotte Vanderpool. •

In all, thirteen.
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Soon alter tin's organization, the Franklin School

House, below the village, was secured for Sabbath

Services. Some delay, however, occurred in re-

pairing and iiirnishing it, and it was not until Feb-

ruarv ist, 1852, (being J.ord's Day,) that the Church

listened to the first sermon, from a regular Baptist

minister. Rev. Lewis Colby, of New York City.

Previous to this, however, a Sunday School was

formed, and prayer meetings held on each Lord's

Day.

On February 13th, following, a number of bretliren.

previousl)'' appointed by various churches named

below, met in Council, at the house of Brother Uzal

D. Ward, for the purpose of considering the appli-

cation of this little band, to be recognized as a regu-

lar Baptist Church, with its present organization.

The following account is taken from the minutes

of the Council for recognition :

An Ecclesiastical Council, duly called, composed

of delegates from the First and South Newark,

Orange, Lyon's Farms, Caldwell and Hoboken Bap-

tist Churches of New Jersey, together with the Ber-

ean, Norfolk Street, North Beriah and Stanton Street,

Baptist Churches in New York City, was held on

the 13th instant, at Bloomfield, New Jersey, to C(mi-

sider the proi)riety of recognizing a regular Baptist

Church in that place. Rev. William Hague, D D.,

was appointed Moderator, and Rev. H. C. FiSH, Clerk.

A communication, setting forth the reasons which

had induced the brethren, residing in that vicinity,

to desire a formal recognition, and the views of Di-

vine truth which they hold, was laid before the

Council, whereupon it was unanimously resolved, that
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we receive this band of disciples as a regular Baptist

Church.

The exercises (vf the public recog-nition were held

in the evening, in the Lecture Room of the Pres-

byterian Church, kindly offered them for that pur-

pose, and were as iollows :

Introductory Services, by He v. J. Q. Adams,

Sermon, by Rev. VVm. Hague, D. I)., from Eph
iv.-8. Subject

—

IJic EnthroHcninit of Christ.

Prayer of Recognition, by Rev. Thos. Armitage,

of New York.

Address to the Church, by Rev. H. C. FiSH, of

Newark,

Hand of Fellowship, by Rev. J. R. Stone, of New
York.

The memories of this day are still fresh and ver}^

dear to the hearts of some, who have '' remained

unto this present," as honored and beloved mem-

bers of this Church for whose good they have wept,

toiled and prayed. Some " have fallen asleep " and

are awaiting the dawn of that sacred morning, which

shall behold theni all gathered into the enduring

fellowship of a perfect redemption.

On the evening of the 24th of February the Church

held a meeting for business at the School House,

and after fervent prayer to God for wisdom in their

deliberations, proceeded to elect the following offi-

cers, viz :

Joshua Crane, ) r\

VV iLLiAM Clark,
\

UzAL D. Ward, Church Clerk.

Samuel A. Br wer. Treasurer.
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David Cairns, "j

Charles S. Willkt,
S. P. Looker.

J-
Trustees.

David Sanford,
|

Samuel A. Brower,
J

On the 29th of February, the Church partook ot

the Lord's Supper : and, on tlie 4th of April fol-

low in_;-. ^ix persons were baptized, in the stream

runnin<^ nt^ar Brother Powers' house, by Rev, H.

C. Fish, D. D., of Newark. Many, no doubt, of

the laro^e number in attendance, witnessed the ordi-

nance lor the first time that day.

The School House being- too small to accommo-

date, comfortably, those who attended the meetings,

the Church determined to make an effort to build

a House of Worship. In accordance with a recom-

mendation of ihe Trustees, made March ist, and

concurred in by the Church, the property known

as '• Hard's Lot," was purchased, and the edifice in

which we now worship was commenced.

On Julv 4th. the Church called Rev. John D.

Meeson to the pastorate, whc^ commenced his labors

on the 25th of the same month ; but on February'

I St, 1853, he resigned. During our brother's labor

of love, twelve were added to the Church.

The following month, Rev. James H. Pratt, ot

Washington County, N. V., accepted a call to the

pastorate, and commenced his work among us im-

mediately. In January, previous to this, the meet-

ings were transferred from the School House to the

Lecture Room of the new building.

In June, 1853, ^'^^ Churcli was received into the

liast Xezv Jersey luiptist .Issoeiaficn.
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On July J4th, 1853, the new House ot Worship

was opened with appropriate services. Sermons

were preached by Rev. Thos. Armitage, D. D., and

Rev. Isaac Wescott. An existing debt of 84»ooo was

liberally cancelled at these meeting's.

The Lord of the vineyard seemed to smile upon

the organization, and in the succeeding four years

a number of persons were added to the company

of believers. The financial crisis of 1857 had its de-

pressing influence, but was attended liere, as else-

where, with the blessed revival spirit that swept

over the land. Daily meetings were held, and scores

of persons were at the same time bowed in the

House of God, with a sense of sinfulness. Num
bers joined this Church, and many united with other

denominations.

On the 5th of April, 1858, Brother Pratt's resigna-

tion offered on the 2d, was accepted ; and at the

next meeting, April 27th, resolutions were adopted

bidding him "God speed in his Master's service"

among the people by whom he had been called.

For nearly six months the church was without a

Pastor, but the pulpit was regularly supplied. Dur-

ing this period the hearts of some were inclined to

discouragement
;

yet a renewed trust in God, and

a determination to strengthen the ''remaining things,"

were manifested. On August 8th, 1858, the Church

voted a call to Rev. Henry F. Smith, Pastor of

the Baptist Church in Banksville, Connecticut, which

was accepted, and his labors commenced on the

ensuing ist of October.

On March 4th, 1869, after a connection with tlie
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Church of nearly eleven yeni's. Brother S.Mrnr re-

sio^ned his pastoral char<re. much to the regret of

all, havin.cr accepted a call from the Baptist Church
of New Brunswick, N. J. Durin<^ his Pastorate,

the crrowth of the Church was steady and healthy,

her financial interests prosperous, and her benevolent

contributions (gratifying. To his piety and executive

al)ility, under God, the success and development ot

the Church is largely due.

On April 22d, 1869, a call was extended to Rev.
VV. F. Stubbert, of AVatertown, Mass., which was
accei)ted and his labors with the Church began May
i6tl..

In May, 1872, this churcli, in connection with others

in this neighborhood, left the East N. J. Baptist

Association and united with the Sussex Baptist As-

sociation, which has since changed its name to the

North N. J. Baptist Association.

In the summer of 1875, Brother Stubbert's health

having failed, he was obliged t(, take a vacation for

two or three months. At the end of this time, being

still unable to resume his Pastoral duties, he ten-

dered his resignation, to take effect January ist, I0I-

lovving, and it was accepted. During this Pastor-

ate the church enjoyed several seasons of special

religious interest, and increased in membership.

On April lotli, 1876, after much prayer for Divine

guidance, the church voted a call to Rev. Ezra D.
Simons of Vail Ave. Baptist Church, Troy, N. Y.
The call was accepted, and Brother Simons began
his labors on the ensuing May ist.

While the church has gradually increased in mem-
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bersliip almost every year since her organization,

she has also received large accessions in certain years.

The increase by baptisms during- these revival

seasons has been as tbllows

:

1852 — 12

1853—26,

1855—13

1858—32

1 860—24

1861— 16

1862— 12.

1864—19.

1866—30.

1870-18.

1872— 12.

1874—24.

The Sabbath School connected with the Church

is, as in past years, in a highly prosperous condition.

Many of the youth connected with it have given

evidence of faith in Christ, and are now members

of the Church.

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the organization

of the church has just been celebrated and the

second quarter of a centur}^ of its history opens

with the church united and prosperous. At the

celebration just referred to over $l,ooo, was pledged

by members and friends of the church as a " silver

wedding gift," to pay off a floating debt and

mortgage, of that amount, thus providing for the

entire church debt. A good degree of interest is

manifest in all the departments of church work

and the outlook for the future is every wa}^ en-

couraging.

May not the Church, taking np her " stone ot
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remembrance," and setting it between the lumin-

ous past and tlie unknown fufure. justly exclaim,

"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us;" (i Sam. 7:12,)

and witli the triumjjhant confidence of the man alter

God's own heart, declare, " Because Thou has been

mv help, therefore in the shadow of thy wing-s

will I rejoice." (Psa. 637.)



CELEBRATION
OF THE

TWENTY-FIFTH

Anniversary of the Organization of the Chnrcli.

HELD TUESDAY NOV. 28TH, 1 876.

On Sabbath Nov. 19th, at the close of the

morning service the Pastor announced that he had

been requested by the Deacons and Board of

Trustees to call the attention of our people to the

fact that soon the church will have completed the

25th year of her existence, and to recommend that

some suitable action be taken with reference there-

to. The suggestion was heartily responded to, a

resolution being unanimously adopted that a com-

mittee be appointed to make arrangements for a

celebration of the approaching anniversary. The

following were appointed the committee :

Charles W. Maxfield, Rev. E. D. Simons,

John Eassbach, D. G. Garabrant,

Mrs. Henry Russell, Mrs. A. L Fisher,

L '' C. W. Maxfield,' Miss J. W, Smalley.

It was decided to hold the celebration on Tues-

day "Nov. 28th. Invitations to be present and par-

ticipate in the exercises were sent to all the for-

mer Pastors of the church and to former members.
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so far as their addresses could be ascertained in

season.

The Church was beautifully decorated for the

occasion. The walls of the Church Parl(3r were

adorned with crosses, anchors, harps, &c., made o^

autumn leaves; back of the platform, were the

dates "1851— 1876," in evergreens, and between

these the word " Welcome," in autumn leaves.

Back of and over the pulpit in the main audience

room, were American flags beautifully arranged :

underneath these was a shield made of ferns, sui-

mounted by a combined cross and anchor of white

flowers. On the shield appeared the motto, beau-

tifully worked with immortelles, " 1851—Years ot

Happy Union— 1876." Along the edge of the plat-

form and on the organ was arranged a beautiful

display of autumn leaves, bouquets and plants. These

decorations were given and arranged by Bro. John

Rassbach.
Afternoon Service.

The services began at 4 o'clock, P. M., and were

opened by a Devotional meeting led by Rev. W.

F. Stubbkrt, D. D., (Pastor from 1869 to 1876X

Several brethren i>articipated in these exercises,

and a spirit of earnest gratitude for the abundant

mercies of past years, was manifest. After half an

hour spent in these exercises, the congregation,

united in singing

"Glorious things of Thee are spoken,

Ziou, city of our God ;" itc.

Rev. Ezra D. Simons, the present Pastor of the

church, then preached the following sermon

:
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BAPTISTS IN AMERICA:
CArsFfi FOR Thankroiving.
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BAPTISTS IN AMERICA:

Causes for Thanksgiving.

Psalms 79 : 13. " So we thy people and sheep of thy

pasture will give thee tlianks for ever : we will show forth

thy praise to all generations."

In the north of Scotland wliere the granite has been lifted

through the formations of mica slate, in mountain propor-

tions, stands Ben Nevis, the loftiest of the many hills of

that rough but true hearted land. With base of slate and

body of granite, by some convulsion of nature a jet of

porphyry has been forced up through the granite and

crowns the summit of the mountain.

The ages of the past appear before us with varied char-

acter, raised with the added years by the same hand

which uplifts the 'mUs; but whatever the diversity of

appearance, through all has passed and catches the light of

to-day, the goodness of God, the crowning feature of Time.

The history of Baptists in America—as elsewhere—points

grateful fingers to this truth, and affords causes for thanks-

giving. We will extol God, not man ; though we might

say with Paul, *' seeing that many glory after the flesh, I

will glory also,'' not, however, with selfish pride ;
" If I

must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern

mine infirmities"—or afflictions for Christ's sake. For, if any

people have occasion to glory, we have more reason for

this, who in our fathers suflered for our principles from an

apostate church ; and subsequently when the power of

this was broken, *' endured grief suffering wrongfully " at

the hands of others who should have been chastened in the

furnace of their own trials. But these came fortii with the

chains and the scourge which had bound and threatened

them, to inflict the same upon our Baptist ancestry, who, in

the old world and then in this country, were persecuted
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and despoiled by the civil uutliority—in the hands of the

Retbruied churches—and punished with stripes for their

devotion to their i)rinciples.

Notwithstanding all of this the cause of Christ as con-

nected with our people has continued to exist. The blessinii;

of God has run as a golden hfe through our history, like tiiat

thread which stretches througli all the rigging of small and

great ropes, of the royal navy of England—in this case sig-

nifying that it belongs to the crown, in the other, that we
are Christ's pei^ple and sheep of his pasture. By all his

goodness are we prepared to say, " so we thy people and

sheep of thy pasture will give tiiee thanks forever ; we will

show forth thy praise to all generations." At the very out-

set of our sermon do we " abundantly utter the memory of

liis great goodness" which relieves the ruo^jjcd features of

our history formed of the cruel treatment visited uj)on us

by those from whom we have diffei'ed, who have ditfenid

from us, in views of truth and right. Our gratitude tVu-

our continuance as a people would be less were it not for

the fact connected with our records that never have Ijaj)-

tists uplifted the hand of persecution against otliers ; that

it luis been theirs to " sutler persecution," and by the grace

of God not to retaliate ; that always have their practices

conformed to their principles in this respect, and to-day

there is among them less of the spirit that would oppose

other denominations of Christians than is to be found any-

where else in the world ; albeit, the determination is grow-

ing and strengthening to be true to oui'selves and to God.

What Baptists Ake.

It may be well to have before us what Baptists are. To
us there is reason for gratitude in the very constitution of

a Ba2)tist church, inasmuch as this will bear the New Testa-

ment test of a true gospel church.

It is sometimes asserted that the church which has now
most of the apostolic s]>irit is the true apostolic church of

to-day. This is true so far as it goes ; but, as that spirit
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ninstneels exist in a {brni,as the ineauing in the letter and

the soul in tlie body, it is rather true that the cliiircli M'hich

is nearest in spirit and in form to the apostoh'c ehiirch is

the true gospel chnrch, the latter being ordained of God
as the spirit is his gift.

A: tlie very basis of a Baptist chnrch is the work of the

Divine Spirit. N(Mthcr becanse of governinental anthority,

nor by virtue of birth-right, nor in view of nationality or

family connections—even those that are Christian, nor by

right of educational acquirements, arc any, to any extent

—

retrospective or prosjjective—entitle<l to niembei'shi]) in a

Baptist church. It is only a manifest call of the Spirit, his

renewing agency in personal regeneration, that quidifies for

such mend)ershi]). It is the l)irth-cry of the soul which

marks the entrance of this into the kingdom of God, and

the proof of that new life in the spii'it of obedience to the

word of God which makes welcome the professor of reli-

gion into the constituted chnrcli of Christ. In tin's we are

a peculiar people, and have always been such, in conti-adis-

tinction from those who have thought well to make their

children, virtually and theoretically, members of their

churches without a personal profession of faith.

Our very origin, then, as a church, is in the work of the

Divine Spirit, and our continuance in strength and useful-

ness is dependent upon the abiding presence of the Holy
Ghost. Without this a Baptist church is the weakest or-

ganization as a church that was ever known—as weak as

the church of Christ when this first came into existence

when destitute of his presence. Just as a Ive])uldic de-

pends for vitality and continuance u])on the devotion of its

subjects to the spirit and great principle, which gave it ex-

istence, and to the laws constituted by the will of its peo-

ple for its government ; so is thei-e vital need of the living

presence of the Holy Ghost, and our trucness to this, if we
are to be held together as' a people. The church of the

New Testament; was a New Departure in the religious his-

tory of the world, and it has continued in its simplicity to
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he separate from tlie forms and rules before prescribed

through the weakness of men, and those since a(h>pted with-

out sanction of God,

The (juostion of separation between our church'^s and

other denominations, is not simi>lyone of form, of the form

of baptism. Tiiis does enter into it. but the deeper princi-

ples are—a regenerated church membership, and devotion

to the plain teaching and real meaning of the word of

God. The position and practices of otlier professed Ciiri'?-

tian churches admit unconscious intants and unrenewed

cliiklren into church membership by sprinkling; our prin-

ciple keeps from and would exclude from membership all

except those who have been born of the Spirit of God, and

not simply of Christian parents. It is, according to tiie

Scripture, a perpetual monument against the dreadful error

of baptismal regeneration, inasmuch as we claim that, in

iuii'mony wiih the word or' God, a person shall have evi-

dence and give evidence that he has been regenerated before

he is a lit subject for baptism. In the very beginning of a

professed Christian life does it favor a true work of the Holy

Spirit, as ever afterwards does it encourage a " walk in

the Spirit''
—

''in newness of life," baptism being the sym-

bol of death to sin, burial to the world, and a resurrection

to a new life in Christ; as did he die to sin—as our great

sin offering—was buried, and rose from the dead.

The issue is not of • little water' or " much water,"' but

of obedience to a plain command of the word of God which

end)races the nature of the act as well as the spirit of com-
pliance. As regards the form, it is of enough water to

caiTy out the teaching of God's word, given in plain de-

claration and divinely formed symbol.

On this turns our position in relation to the other oixli-

nance of God's house. AVe hold, in common with Chi'is-

tian thiidit-rs of different names—now and in all the past

—

that baptism is to precede the privileges of the Lord's

supper, given to his baptized people, to be observed by

these in remembrance of him. The difference between our-
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selves and other evangelical denominations is not as to this

})rincij)Ie, which ahno.-t all liave accepted as Biblical, hnt

it is in the applieatum of it,—iu our maintaining that the

xahjects of baptism shall be scriptural subjects, that the

l)a[)tism shall l)e Kew Testament—Gospel baptism—whicli

we hold to be immersion and immersion only, on profession

of faith, in the name of the Father and Son and Holy
Ghost; and that the Communion shall be observed in har-

mony with tlie word of God.

A Ba[)tist church is, then, a company of baptized believers

on the Lord Jesus Christ—true and personal believers,

truly and by their own choice baptized according to the

example and teachings of the Lord Jesus, and the [)recepts

and practices of the apostles derived from him. The rela-

tion is fraternal and vital. The church is the family of

God, a social religious organization, the government of the

Lord Jesus in the associated life of his redeemed and bap-

tized people, whose head is himself, whose laws are his

word alone, and whose spirit is his own Holy Ghost.

The authority which in other church organizations has

centered in tiie hands of official boards and elders, in an

order of ministers, or an association of officials, is in a

Baptist church distributed through all its members indivi-

dually. We have no churcii '' board" with legislative

authority, because v.'e believe the Bible has authorized

none for a New Testament Church. The deacons serve

the tables and the Lord's poor, but they have no authority

save that of influence in the church. The pastor—or elder,

or bishop (terms synon_yinous in the New Testament) is

'• not a lord of God's heritage, but an ensampleto thefloci\,*'

to be " esteemed highly in love for his woi'k's sake,"—a shep-

herd of the fold to lead this in Christ's ways, whose " authori-

ty" is that of truth and love. Our councils and associations,

and even National Denominational gatherings, are fraternal

and advisory, never legislative over the churches of our

Lord Jesus Christ, each of which is independent under him

its great Lord and Master; the tie which binds all into one



communion being that of common faitli and harmonious

scripture practices, the strongest and most precious tibre

ot' which is the spirit of Christ which is pre-eminently

one of love.

In tracing our church history we go back of humanly

devised ecclesiasticisms to that strongest of historic church

precedents, the practices of the apostles; to the church as

organized by the Lord Jesus himself, and as brought to-

gether in fullest bond by the Holy Ghost, whose workings

in divinely authorized Apostles assimilated into form the

true features of the outwardly appearing church, as by his

life-giving power he had made believers on the Lord Jesus

Christ parts of his spiritual kingdom.

In these, as in other things, it has been our great mission as

a peo])le to call and hold attention to the pure loord of God ;

to insist upon it, with a devotion anon perilous to the lives

even of our people, that only the word of God is to be our

guide in faith and practice. Whatever will exalt that word

above traditions of men, whatever will lead to obedience and

true-spirited advocacy of the claims of the Bible in its

plain word and real intent, is a cause for thanksgiving.

I have presented, thus, as another great reason for this

in the history of Baptists in America, a corisistent devotion

lo the binding claiins of the word of God.

Our Gkowth.

To us our steady and great groioth as a people in this

country is a cause for thanksgiving. The first Baptist

church formed in this land was organized in 1639, at Provi-

dence, R. I. For over a hundred years the increase of our

numbers was slow, owing in part to the proscription of our

people, to the unjust laws formed against these. But within

the past century '• the handful of corn in the earth on the

top of the mounraiu" has sprung forth vigorously and " the

fruit thereof has shaken like Lebanon, and they of the city

have flourished like grass of the earth." In 177<!, 25,-

<'00 covered the number of vwv people : in 17>i we
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world in the century to come shall grow towards the mil-

lenni;ii glory promised and prophesied ot" in the Scriptures,

the people of God are bound by the force of the Divine

truth and Spirit to cast aside the traditions of men, the

thraldom of creeds and ecclesiasticisms, and to meet on the

basis of the true word of God. Possibly, denominational

banners will be furled one hundred years hence, and. al-

though by geographical limitations—then, as now, and in

the days of the Apostles—there will be churches of the Lord

Jesus Christ; yet, not by legal or ecclesiastical constraint,

but by a voluntary and loving and universal acceptance of

the truth, on the standard of every church shall be the

scri[)tural motto, *' One Lord^ One Faith, One Jiaptlsm.''^

"So we Thy peojile and sheep of Tliy pasture will give

Thee thanks forever ; we will show forth Thy praise to all

generations."

Freedom of Conscience and Separation of Church and State.

Added to the features of our history of persecution en-

dured but not practiced, of devotion to the pnre word of

God, and of our grand growth as a people, is our mainte-

nance of the great principles oifreedom of conscience and
sejyarfdionof Church and State.

In the capitol at Washington is, among others, the statue

of a man whose name will always be memorable in the his-

tory of this land and the world, as the iirst advocate in

America of true freedom of conscience. Well for our

Nation to recognize the services of the one who, in the pro-

vidence of God, set in motion that force which cnliiiinated

in the freedom of our land. I refer to Roger Williams, of

whom the historian Bancroft has written in tei-ms of ex-

alted eulogy, declaring that, " lie was the first person in

modern Christendom to assert in its plenitude the doctrine

of the lil)erty of the conscience, the equality of opinions

before the law ; and in its defence he was the harbinger of

Milton, the precurser of Jeremy Taylor. For Taylor

limited his toleration to a few Christian sects; the philan-
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tliropy of Williams compassed tlie earth. Taylor favored

partial reform, commended lenity, argued for forbearance,

and entered a special plea in l)ehalf of each tolerable sect;

Williams would permit persecution of no opinion, of no

religion, leaving heresy nnharmed by Uiw and orthodoxy

unprotected by the terrors of penal statutes. We praise the

man who first analyzed the air, or resolved water into its

elements, or drew the lightning from the clouds, even

though the discoveries may have been as much the fruits of

time as of genius. A moral principle has a much wider and

nearer influence on human happiness ; nor can any dis-

covery of truth be of more direct benefit to society, than

that which establishes a perpetual religious peace, and

spreads tranquility through every community and every

bosom. If Copernicus is held in perpetual reverence, be-

cause, on his death bed, he published to tiie world that the

sun is the centre of our system ; if the name of Kepler is

preserved in the annals of human greatness for his sagacity

in detecting the laws of the planetary motion ; if the genius

of Newton has been almost adored for dissecting a ray of

light and weighing heavenly bodies in a balance,—let there

be for the name of Roger Williams, at least, some humble

place among those who have advanced moral science and

made themselves the benefactors of mankind." These are

memorable and just words spoken of a truly great man
who first incorporated the principle mentioned in State

practice.

True freedom of conscience in this country did not begin

with the advent of the Pilgrim Fathers. Fleeing from tlie

mother-country foi- their own freedom, it soon became

evident that their ideas were simply to have liberty them-

selves, while they had fetters ready to fasten upon any

who differed from them in faith and in practice, or who
questioned even the righteousness of their decisions. It was

not the principle of pevseciition that tiiey opposed, but, like

the Reformers before them, its application to themselves.

So, when Roger Williams protested against their position,
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Hic\v hanislicd liiiu in tlio dcail of winter, and M'onld have

sent liim to England, but lie fled to Providence—named

liy him thus, because of God's good providence to him ; the

name, a monument of the divine mercy to the world, niani-

lest through the nol>le and just and world-blessing stand

he took for the right of man to worship God accoi'ding to

the dictares of his own conscience with none to molest him

in this. When, subsequently, he was baptized and a ]jap-

tist church was formed, did the old sj>irit of persecution go

on in its work.

The ground gained since for the right has been won by

no mean Libors and sacrifices and sufferings on the ])art of

Baptists, who were fined and imprisoned and whipj>ed and

banished and outlawed, because they daix'd in the faith and

spirit of Christ to carry out their own religious convictions,

chiiming for others as for themselves this heaven-boiMi

right. It has only been witliin this last century tiiat the

triiiin[)h of this princi})le has been fully secured, largely by

the persistent efforts of our people. We as Baptists, have

not had to go up to this ground—we have always occupied

it; and, if there has been improvement in resj)ect to tiiis

on the part of others, it is because these have come up to

our position. Tiie terms " intolerance " and " bigotry "

last and least belong to us. Our whole history, and one

of the grandest principles to which we have always clung,

have favored for othei-s the freest exercise of their own
forms of worshij) ; while we claim for ourselves the right

to be true to our own convictions of the word and will of

(iod.

Tiie exertions of Baptists in this direction are matters of

general history, testified to not only by such histoi'ians as

Bancroft, but by such men as Geiu'ral Washington. In

the address forwarded by the General Association of Vir-

ginia to the Political Convention assembled in Ivichmond

on the eve of the Ilevolution, J3aptists declared: "We
linjd that the mei'e toleiHition of religion by the civil gov-

ernment is n.it sufficient; that no State religious establish-
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uieut uui^ht to exist ; that all religionsDuiioiuiiiations ought

to stand upon the same footing ; and that to all alike the pro-

tection of the government should be extended, securing to

them the peaceable enjo^yment of their own religious prin-

ciples and modes of worsliip." Success followed success in

tiieir efforts to bring about this rt'sult, Baptists having as

helpers such honorable names as Benjamin Franklin, James

Madison, Thomas Jeffei-son, and, in part, of Patrick Henry
;

St) that when the Constitution of the United States was

formed, a provision was placed in this, that " No religious

test shall ever be required as a qjalitication to any office or

public trust, under the United States." This did not fullv

satisfy Baptists Mdio addressed President Washington on

the suliject, and aided in securing some two years later the

adoption of the first amendment to the Constitution, to the

effect that " Congress shall make no law respecting an

Establishment of Ileligion, or prohibiting the free exercise

thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the

press." One by one odious State laws were removed, until

finally, liberty of worship, release from assessments in sup-

port of Pedo-baptist ministers, the right of Baptist min-

isters to solemnize marriages, equality of our Denomination

with others before the law, and separation of Church and

State, were completely realized ; not, however, until in

181)2, in Yirginia, 1818, in Connecticut, and 1834, in

Massachusetts.

•To show that not simply because they were suffering

under such laws, but on tlie ground of principle, they were

seeking the abolishment of these, when the Assembly of Vir-

ginia engrossed a bill providing for a general assessment for

the teachers of the Christian religion, and when Baptists

Would have beeti favored by the act in common with Metho-

dists and Presbyterians and Episcopalians—all of these

three advocating it, the first two led by the last—Baptists

poured in remonstrances in such language as this : '"''liesolced

That it is believed to be repugnant to the spirit of the

Gospel for the Legislature thus to proceed in matters of
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roli^'ion ; that tlio lioly Aiitlioi- ut' our religion needs ii<>

siicli coinpnlbive iiiuasiires for the pronidtioii of His cause
;

tliat tlic Guspel wants not the feeble arm of man for its

support; tliat it has made, and will again through Divine

power make its way against all op])i»sition. And that

should the Legislature assume the right of taxing the peo-

pU; for the support of the (lospel, it will be destructive to

religious liberty."

May we not in view of these things, rightly point to-day

to the history of Baptists in America, with fervent thanks-

irivinir to God for the wisdom that has enliiihtened and the

grace which has aided our people in being true in principle

and practice to these great moral rights of the race ; and

to the true nature of the kingdom of Christ, which, like its

Author, seeks not temporal thrones nor places of authority,

nor the patronage ol' the rulers of the earth ; but which

aims at spreading its true and blessed principles over the

world through men consecrated to God and the truth, rely-

ing upon Divine power for its success ?

With no hesitation do I affirm that as in the ]>ast, in

seeking, so in the future in guarding, will IJaptists be foi-e-

niost in resisting the encroachments of tliose who wouhl by

any means again connect Churcli and State in this land,

or make this government to favor any sect as against any

otiier; and when the issue fairly comes, none will more

ardently than our people contend for another amendment
to the Constitutit)n forever forbidtling the devotion of any

funds by the generah or state, or municipal goverinnents

for the support of schools conducted in the interests of any

sect or so-called church.

AVe have worked out thQ/o/'ni of freedom ; we have not

yet. produced the true and full sjjt'rit of liberty. As the

shackles of millions of men have been broken in our day,

and under our eyes, and—God be thanked !—b}' the aid of

our hands, yet the spirit that would deny the rights of

freedmen still lives and needs to be corrected by nobler sen-

timents of the rights of man ; so tlie form of religious free-
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dom awaits to be vitalized by a truer and more earnest

spirit, and it come to pass that the men of to-day and of the

future know a freedom that clamors not for tlie sacrifice of

any recognized principle conscientiously held by others, nor

flings the terms "illiberal" and " bigoted" into the faces

of those who differ from them becanse they will not ac-

cept the same views and positions.

Baptist Interest m the Welfare of Mankind.

Another feature of Baptist history in America that af-

fords cause for thanksgiving is our iaiereH in all that con-

cerns the welfare of mav.

It will I'eadily be understood from the prominent charac-

teristic to which attention was last directed, that Baptists

were zealous in the efforts of the Colonies iogaln Independ-

ence ; so universally, that a Baptist "Tory " was a strange

sight ; so much, that although the laws were yet against

our people, these, believing in freedom, were ready to take

part in the struggle, some of our foremost ministers enter-

ing the Colonial army in the service of the country. We
have Ijeen and always will be interested in the triumph of

the Right in this land, and expect to contribute in influence

and votes as individuals, in the personal exercise of tlie

rights of freemen, to the success of pure principles at the

ballot-box, in halls of legislation, in the judiciary, and in

the administration of the laws of the land in the interests

of the people, irrespective of sections or parties or religious

beliefs. We, in common with otliers, are looking with ap-

prehension of greater evil upon that deplorable spirit ot'

prejudice which because of sectional lines, and otherwise,

prevails so hirgely among us—-that spirit which culminated

in the late war. We pray God most earnestly to soften tlie

intensity of party-spirit and to hasten the time when—as in

other and earlier stages of the history of the nation—par-

ties will agree in naming and choosing the men who ai-e

to be the Executive officers of the land. We shall seek,

with others, for a purification of the ballot-box fnun the
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taint even of tVand or intiniidation or bribery. To hope for

the entire removal of these tilings may be to liope ibr the

political luilleimium
;
yet to attain this sIduU not be a

vision of the far future—so remote as to make lis smile at

the possibilit\' of the world ever reaching it, but should be

tile earnest work of to-day. Ky all the earnestness of tlie

(piesrious at issue and to chiim the attention of tlie people

in the generation to come—questions not only of finance^

but affecting tiie w^-lfarc of man as such, I)earing upon tlie

education ajid liberties of the people, touching the very

foundati(>n principles of the country—questions involving

all wo hold dear as Protestants and as Baptist8>, should it

be the dcternrined effort of every man tosee to it that by all

personal and lawful means the ballot-box be made and pre-

served pure beyond a suspicion of fraud.

In all the oiiateridl achievements of tlie country, Baptists

have had an honoi'able part, and in all that has been ac-

complished do we fervently rejoice. Our spirit is in hai-

mony witli all the good realized by the wisdom of the mind

or the skill of tlie hand. It is foreign to my purpose to

enter carefully into all that has been aceoini>lished in

America, even during the century past, or to point out mi-

nutely this occasion for gratitude. Youi- minds have been

so much directed to this subject by the' papets placed

weekly and daily in your hands, and such a practical expo-

sition of it has been witnessed by n>any and detailed to all,

tliat it has become needless to recount what has been done.

Suffice it, that this age may be looked upon as embodying
all the marl'ed phases of the past. The world, beginning

with material achievement in grand and almost imperish-

able monuments of giant cities and stony-heighted pyramids,

pass d on to that long and brilliant sway of the intellect in

philosophical research, and reached in the advent of our

Lord Jesus Christ chief moral power which asserted itself

in most marked and blessed results. The tide of brute

force which set in with Xorthern incursions was met at last

by the upi-ising of the intellect again, and the renewed tri-
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niri])]] in tlie Reformation of moral miglit; and ao;aiii in our

day has material accomplishment sprnng forth aided by a

knowledge of the forces of nature of which the far past

was ignorant. Now, all are united and are moving together,

and each is aiding tlie others, and all are helping each in

their work. So let it be! To the union we utter the

lieartiest Amen! pronouncing over ir, tlie benediction of

Almiglity God. It is the trinity of the liand, the head, the

heart, which God designed from the beginning should

Avork together to the utmost power of each and the com-

bined energy of all. It is the whole num that the God-

Cl'.rist seeks to redeem, and to turn to the highest and

noblest uses, nuiking man to declare tlie glory of God with

a brilliance outshining the heavens aiui the moon and the

stars he has ordained.

Our people have not been indifferent to the importance

of the subject of education. Commencing one hundred

years ago with only one school of learning—the cele-

brated Brown University, Baptists have added to their

means of education, until now we have full eighty schools

of worthy character, including nine theological seminaries,

thirty-three colleges and thirty-eight academies ;
and this

centennial year is marked by an earnest effort to endow

these and render their future certain of support.

Missions.—Revivals.

There is one other thing concerning Baptists in America,

of which I make mention as a cause for tlianksgiviug.

This is our aggressiveness, especially during the last cen-

tury, in spiritual work—in the effort to save the people of

the world, and to evangelize our own country.

The part we have borne in Mission work has not been

insigniticant. It has not been as much as it might have

been ; not so great as we hope it will be, yet earnest and

successful. In our own land, earnestly was it at first pro-

secuted l)y regular j)astors who often left their own fields to

gi) forth into destitute places and preach the gospel, and who
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were the means of the formation of many of our churches

at tlie bughiuin<^ of this century. Subsequently, societies

were formed to attend directly to this Avork; and lai-ge means
and much labor have been ex])endc(l with g-iatifying' results,

esj>ecially in connection with the Baptist Home Mission

Society, whose noble motto is " Xorth America fur Christ.'

Into "all the world " have e^one the sympathies of our

people. The Massachusetts liaptist ]\[issionary Society,

organizecl in 1802, was the first of our tbreiun mission so-

cieties in America. Upon the conversion of Rev. Lutukr
IticE and Mr. and Mrs. Jli)sox, who while on their way
to India, under the auspices of the American Board of

Commissioners for Foj-eign Missions, became convinced of

the rightness of our principles, and who on their arrival at

Calcutta were baptized, our work as a jteople was inaugu-

rated in Burmah—that work which has been continued by

the devotion and sacrifices of some of our noblest men.
The American Baptist Missionary Union, tlie hirgest of

our foreign mis-ion societies has filled a grand place of

usefulness. In Burmah, Siam, Ari-acan, Assam, China
Western Africa, among the Teloogoos, in Greece, in Fi-ance,

Germany, Denmark, Spain and Sweden, has its force; for

good been experienced.

In addition to wliat is called Mis^ionaiy work (though all

true work for souls is really mission work) hibor for the

salvation of the people, old and young— has been pressed

forward by pastors and churches in the sanctuary and

sabbath school, and in every direction of religious activitv
;

while spiritually honorable has been our comiection with

revival efibrt, whose blessed histoiT associates with it promi-

nently the names of Baptist men.

The first historically noted revival in this comitry was
the Great Awakening of 1780— lT4(i. True religion had
declined, and the professed churclies were full of uncon-

verted men. This gave occasion for the ])reaching of

Edwards of the vital need of a change of heart, which was
80 blessed that one-tenth of tlie peoj:»le of New England
were converted, and in some townships all the adults pro-
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fessed regenerutioii. In tliis suiiie period TilNnknt and Win n-

FiicLD were active on the first visit of the latter to this

country. A in;irked i-evival was experienced by our

people in 1780 and 1790. Following this was the

great work of grace in the year 1800. Pride and

self-glorification consequent on the success of the lievo-

lution prevailed. French infidelity and ii'religion had
spread over this country. Men needed then that Gt)d's

majesty and power should be prochunied. Griffin, Strong
and others enfbrced this truth, and the country was greatly

aroused. The truth of the Divine Sovereignty was now
implanted in the minds of the people. It was perpetuated

by the preaching of JN^kttleton ; but came to lose its foi-ce,

as. instead of inciting to action—its true outcome—men
gave themselves to spiritual idleness, looking wholly to the

divine influence and ignoiing man's free agency. In 1830

a change was wrought through the preaching of Finnfa'

who earnestly advocated human abilit_y and magnified

man's duty. This new impulse occasioned mistakes, but it

served to counteract man's perversion of the othei" truth.

The two combined liave since influenced the Christian

world. Harlax Pagk prayed, and labored for Jesnsatthis

joeriod. Modern Evangelism dates from about this time.

Such sturdy workmen, such fervent and great preachers as

Elders Knapp and Swax came to the front, and with them
have joined in the harvest toil an Earlk and others, the first

having passed away to his reward, in 1857 commercial

distress and human weakness exalted the sufficiency of

Christ to sustain and conifoi-t. The revival of this and the

following year was carried on largely through individual

effort, though it gave occasion for the successful preaching

and. working of such men as Mr. Hammond. The Fulton

Street Prayer Meeting M'as born in this levival. An exten-

sive revival followed the close of the war, and last year and
this year has the Spirit of God been at work in great power.

Again, as in 1857 has commercial distress prepared the way
of the Loi'd ; and such conseci-ated men as Mr. Moody and
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sncli Hwoot pingers as Mr. Sanki v Imve been used for liis

llloi'V.

It" we err ncit 'u\ reiuliiig flie ])romises niul pi-opliecles

of (ioii's word, the time to come is to be attended

with more numerous and thorough nianit'estations of

(toiI's spirit, working more etfectually and abidingly by

means of "the sword that proceedetli out of the nnHitli

of Christ"—"the sword of the Spirit, which is the word

of God." We h)ok for—we liave faith, that revival

jKjw'cr in individual hearts and in churches, is yet to

link July and January together sj)iritually ; that the spring

and autumn, the sriinmer and winter, are to be made one

in the kingdom of Jesus (Jhrist, in the ex|)erience of His

people, as it is foi-ever the same in its Divine ])rinci]>les
;

that all the months are to be filled with direct hibors for

the salvation of souls; and, Christianity, brought more
fully in contact whh men in business and social and houie,

as well as church life, prove itself indeed the " tree of

life yielding its fruit every month for the health and life

of the nations."

In view of all these things—our existence as Baj)tists, in

America, despite })ersecution ; devotion to the word of God
in our principles and practices ; because of the great growth

of our people; for liberty of conscience secured so largely

by Baptist eftort ; for our interest in all that concorus the

welfare of man; and for the part God has granted us in

aggressive work in His kingdom, "will we His people

and sheep of His pasture give thanks to Him forever;

and will show^ forth His praise to all generations."

In face of the future before us, calling for even mare
earnest devotion to our principles, greater zeal, ind more
fervent piety, let us mingle with our thanksgiving for the

past, anxious prayer for the future. In Germany our people

are called " Prayists." Let us deserve the name in America.

Then, with all that true prayer implies, shall we go forward

to grander success in Christ's cause, and be prepared, wirh

enlarged causes f(n- thanksgiving, to give—^hea as now

—

all honor to His mime.
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At the close of the sermon a quartette was sung b}'

Mrs. E. Butler, Miss Josie Fairbanks, and Messrs. W.

R. Smith and D. G. Garabrant entitled,

"Go work in my vineyard,"

Mr. I. P. Williams, presided at the organ.

Bi-o. W. J. Ombersom, for many years a member and

Deacon of the church, spoke briefly of his continued love

for the church, of the struggles of its early members and

of their strong faith.

A cordial invitation was extended by the Pastor to

every one present to repair to the church parlor and en-

joy the bountiful repast provided by the ladies.

The meeting closed just before 6 o'clock by singing,

'•Praise God from whom all blessings flow,"

and the Benediction by Bro. Stubbert.

Intermission.

The supper provided by the ladies, received due atten-

tion and then began an interchange of hearty greetings

which showed how strong were the ties of sympathy and

love binding together the hearts of present and former

members.

Many who had formerly held membership with us, but

who now live in other places, were present to rejoice

with us. Rev. Drs. Smith, of New Brunswick, and

Sarles of Brooklyn, Rev. Messrs. Hedden of East

Orange, HORR of Roseville, Hopper of Newark, and

Berfels were also present, adding to the interest of the

occasion.

The last half hour of the intermission was devoted to

brief addresses from brethren who had participated in

the early struggles of the church. Bro. U. D. Ward,
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now of Newark, one of the constituent members of the

church, <^ave reminiscences connected with the forma-

tion of the cliui'ch. '-^

Bro. C. S. WiLLET, still a member with us and a

Deacon of the church, spoke of the unwaveiing faith of

the little band in years past, and of the influence for

good exerted by members of the church, who having

removed to distant and destitute parts of the country,

had labored for Christ there.

Bro. Theodore R. Bearusley, formerly a member

and trustee of the church, now of Hamburg, New
Jersey, spoke words of gratitude and congratulation,

and earnestly appealed to the 3'oung to come out fully

on the Lord's side.

This part of the exercises was intensely interesting,

and was a season of special profit and pleasure.

Evening Service.

The evening service opened 7:30 P. M. with singing,

''I LoveTliy Kinirdoiii, Lord," etc.

followed with prayer by llev. W. D. Hedden, of East

Orange.

A solo, " Consider the Lillies," was beautifully ren-

dered by Mrs. Edwin Butler.

The Clerk of the church, David G. Garabrant, sub-

mitted the following

R E P O R T.

Dear Brctlij-cn and Sisters :

On such an occasion as this it might be expected that

the Cleric's Report would present an liistorical sketch of the
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cliurcl), nnd siicli a task M-oiild be a very ])leasant one to

me, l)iit arrangements have been made for our beloved

Bro. Smith to take this pai't, and I am snre the phin will

receive your approval and result in something moi-e interest-

ing than I could offer.

There are, however, a few facts and figures not in his pos-

session which I will submit, and as briefly as possible.

1st. Of thk Chik( h.

The church was organized Nov. 25th, 1851, and was re-

cognized as a Baptist Church, by a Council held Feb.

13th, 1852. It was received into the East N". J. Baptist

Association in June, 1853; in May, 1872, in connection

with other churches in this neighborhood, it withdrew from

this Association and united with the Sussex Baptist Asso-

ciation, since changed into the Xortli K. J. Baptist

Association.

2nd. Of its Officers.

The Cliurch has had live Pastoks, as follows :

Name. Fiom. Date of Call. Length of Pastorate

Rev. John D. vfee.son, Newark. N. J. July 1852. 7 months.

" James H. Pratt. N. Giauville. N. T. March, 1853. 5 jears. 1 month.

" Henry F. Smith. Banksville Ct., August 1858. 10 years, 6 months.

" W. F. Stnbbert, Watertown, Mass., April, 1869. 6 j ears. 8 months.

" Ezra D. Simons, Troy, X. T., April, 187G.

All of those who have filled the Pastorate are still livino-.

Bro. Mkkson is now Pastor at Lebanon Sjn-ings, N. Y.
;

Bro. PiiATT resides at Sterling, Ills., but on account of

poor health, is not in the Pastorate ; Bro. Smith is Pastor

at 'New Brunswick, IS". J., and Bro. Stubbert, who is not

a Pastor at present, is residing in Blooinfield.

The following brethren have filled the office of Deacon :

Joshua Crane, Wiliam J. Omberson,

William Clark, Uzal D. Ward,

Joseph Plague, Charles S. Willet,

David Cairns, Eld ridge Van De Wcrken,

Charles \V. Maxfield.
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Of these, Deacons Crane and Clark liavc gone to tlieir

eternal rest: Deacons Onibersi)!! and Ward are living in

Newark, X. J., :uid the otiiers are w ith us still.

The Clinich has heen served by the following

DeA-CON ESSES :

Mrs. Sarali L. Cairns,

Miss Angic A. Fisher,

Mrs. Ellen S. Maxtield.

Tlie first named now resides in Newark, N. J., and tlie last

two are with us, serving in tlie otHce named.

The position of Tkustee has hecii held by :

David Cairns, William J. Oniberson.

Charles S. Willet, George Hall,

Sylvester P. Looker, Ciiarles Gilbert,

David Sant'urd, Thomas Peaicock,

Theodore R. Beardsley,

Uzal D. Ward,

David Wiiians,

Eldridge Van De Werken,

Joseph B. Maxiield,

Joseph F. Saiixay,

Charles W. Maxtield.

David G. Garabrant.

All these except Messrs, Sanford, Landau, Farrand,

Sherwood, Clark, and Peacock, are now living.

The following have served as Cnuuun Ceeuk :

Fzal D. NVard, Joseph Hague,

Samuel A. Brower, Josepli B. Maxtield,

David G. Garabrant.

All are still with us, except Deacon Ward.

The TKKAsuRKK'sottice has been tilled by :

Samuel A. Bi-ower, Jo6e})li JIague,

Charles W. Powers, Charles S. Willet,

Joseph B. Maxiield,

All of whom are still residing in Bloomtield.

Samuel A. Brower,

Christopher Landau,

Charles Farrand,

Frederick Gilbert,

Mr. Sherwood.

Charles W. Powers,

William Clark,
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3i;d. Of Mf.mbership,

Tlie Constituent memliers numbered 13

Members received since 539

Total membership since organization 552

These were received,

By Experience 19

" Letter 214

" Baptism 306

" Restoration 13

552

Number whose connection with the church has

ceased 303

As follows

:

By Erasure 17

" Death 44
" Exclusion 67
" Dismissal to other churches. . . 175

303

Present Membership 246

The members received by Baptism, it will be noted,

number nearly three-fifths of the wliole number received.

The church has enjoyed several reasons of special

awakening during its history ; the most marked being as

follows:

During pastorate of Rev. Jas. H. Pratt.

In 1853, 26 baptized.

" 1858, 32 "

During pastorate of Rev. II. F. Smith.

In 1860, 24 baptized.

" 1864, 19 "

" 1866, 30 "

3



42

During pastorate of Rev. ^V. F. Stnbbort.

In 1870, IS baptized.

" IS 74, 24 "

Of the constituent members, three remain witli ns hnii-

ored and loved; five are living, tliougli elsewhere; five

liave gone to their reward.

When the war broke out and calls were made for troopS

our church responded noblv ; of an average membership of

170 dui-ing the five years of the war, fw;t^»^y, nearh^ one-

eight of the total membership, entered the army or navy.

Twu of these were killed and several were wonnded.

4th. Of its Pkopeuty.

This house of worship, in which we are met, was erected

in 1S53, and has several times since been improved at con-

sideral»le expense.

In 1872, Mr. Henry C. Spacldixg presented the church

with a large and beautil'ul bell, whicli has since then

faithfully called ns to the house of God.

Respectfully submitted

D. G. Gakabrant,

Chnrch Clerk.

The Clerk announced that in response to invitations

to be present on this occasion, he had received the fol-

lowing letters from former j^istors, who w'ere unable to

attend :

From Rev. John D. Meeson, (Pastor from 1852 to

1853), now of Lebanon Springs, N. Y.

Lkbanon Si>kixo>, Xov. 25th, 187G.

Dear Brethren and Skters of the Bloomfidd Baptist

Church.

I shall be obliged to forego the pleasure of being with

you on Tuesday next. I have to preach on Thanksgiving
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Day and have not vet prepared my sermon. Wei'e it not

for this I would accept your kind invitation. 1 rejoice in

your continued prosperity as a churcli, and may you de-

rive a rich blessing from your contemplated gathering.

Excuse the brevity of this note. With a desire to be re-

membered by all of my ohl friends in Bloointield, I ain

Your Brother in Christ,

John D. Mkesox.

From Rev. James H. Pratt, (Pastor from 1853 to

1858,) now of Sterling, Ills.*

"Sterlixg, Ills., Xov. 2Sth, 1876.

D. G. Garabrant, E-q.

Dear Brother

:

Yours came to hand too late for me to comply with your

request to write in season to have my letter this evening,

as I read yours only yesterday. I regret this, but will take

this opportunity to iufoi'm you and the churcli that I still

continue to have a deep interest in your welfare. May the

Master be with you.

You may have heard of the failure of my health, now al-

most three vears since. I am now iust beo-innins; to feel

new vigor again and am resuming labor. We removed

from Dixon to Sterling one year since, where we are now
living.

Please remember me to all of my friends in Bloomfield.

Many changes since we were there no doubt, but some will

remember us. Many kind regards to all.

Yours, tfec,

J. H. Pratt."

In response to word from the Clerk that it was pro-

posed to publish a report of the Celebration, and so any

* In consequence of tlie invitation to Vn-o. Pijatt, being wrongly

addressed this response was i-eceived too late to be read at the celebra-

tion.
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message he mig-ht have liad for the church on that oc-

casion, would jet be gladly received,—this second let-

ter has come to hand.

SiKKLiNa, Ills., Dec. 5tli. 187G.

D. G. Garabrant, Esq.,

Dear Brother

:

Yours of 1st inst. is hofoi'e nic. 1 am
happy to respond to your request to send a few words of

greeting to the ehurch in Bloomfield on their 2oth anniver-

sary. I look back, now abnost 24 yeai's, to when I became

the Pastor of your church ; how vivid the recollection of

the scene to me now ! I became Pastor of the church in

March 18.53. a little more than one year after its organiza-

tion. I found a mend)ersliip of 30. The first comumnion
after my settlement, Api'il 3i'd, 1853, Iliad the pi'ivilege of

baptizing five persons, Mr. and Mrs. C. Willet, Miss Sarah

Landau, Miss Sophronia Cairns, Mrs. S. A. Cutts; May 1st,

four more, Mr. and Mrs. C Landau, Miss Angeline Fisher,

and Miss Martha Jones; soon from month to month. I

think the three years that followed, the hand of i'ellowship

was given to new members each connnuniun season, with

one or two exceptions.

Those were pleasant years in my ex})erience and I think

to most of the church. Many fond recollections of scenes

then enjoyed with .some of ike irrefient mend)ers of the

church, but more have left you ; some for other fields of

usefulness, many for the Blessed Home above. There,

may we all gather at last by the River of Life and the

Throne of God.

I found the church worshiping in the basement. The

audience room above was finished dui'ing the summer of

1853 and dedicated free from debt, as we raised by sub-

scription between $4,000 and $5,000, that we might give it

to the Lord a free-will offering. The whole cost of the

house and lot being about $0,00o.

During iny Pastorate of five years, I find from consult-
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ini^ my I'ccord where I liuve tlie names uiid dates of

each, I luid the ])leasiii'e of bajUizini;' d'A, and left tlie

churcli with a memht'ivshij) of 18i'>. The number of achli-

tions ])y letter exeeedin*>: that of dismissions, only 7,—-a net

gain of 20 yearly. And now as I look back throngh almost

a quarter of a centui-y, at this the field of my eaidy labors,

in the nniiistry, I feel to say from my heai't. "Not unto us.

Not nnto ii!^, but to Thy name be gloi'y/' AV hat were we
then or now? (iod is all and in all.

lam not Pastor at Stei'lini;\ only residing here until 1

am able to I'esume work, which I ho])C will be soon. Am
sup[)lying' church at Morrison.

Yours, fraternallv,

^1 TI. PRATT."

The Treasurer of the church, Joseph B. Maxfield

then presented the following report:

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
OF THE FIRST IIAPTIST CHUBCH OF ]iL003IFIELD

N. J., FOR THE TWENTY-FIVE YEARS

ENDING NOV. 'IhTIf, 1876.

1851—1876. Twenty-five years ! During nine of these

yeais it Inis been my pi-ivilege to serve the Fii'st Ba])tist

Churcli of Bloomtield as its Ti'eaurer; hence it is not

sti'ange that I should be, not oidy intimately acquainted

with her financial lile during that time, but also largely

interested in all her welfare ; and it is with feelings of

mncii ]>leasnre that I gather up, on this anniversary occa-

sion, the financial lesnlts of the past twenty-five years,

and lay them before yon. To do this, perliaps the more

systematically, I shall call your attention to two ])oints

viz : the Ilow Much and the Hoav.

A\\i\ first the How Much.
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ing my record where I liave the names and dates of

each, I had the pleasure of baptizino- 93^ and left the

church with a niemljei'sliip of 13G. The nnndjer of addi-

tions by letter exceeding that of dismissions, only 7,^—-a net

gain of 20 yearly. And now as I look back tlirongh almost

a quarter of a century, at this the field ot*" my eai'lv labors,

in the ministry, I feel to say from my heart. " ISTc^t unto us,

I^^ot unto us, but to Thy name l)e glory." What were we
then or now ? God is all and in all.

I am not Pastor at Sterling, only residing hei'e until I

am able to resume Avork, which I h(.>|)e will be soon. Am
supplying church at Morrison.

Yours, fraternally,

J IT. PPvATT."

The Treasurer of the church, Joseph B. Maxfield

then presented tlie ffdlovving report:

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF BLOOMFIELD

N. J., FOR THE TWENTY-FIVE YEARS

ENDING NOV. 25 Til, 1876.

1851—1876. Twenty-five years ! During nine of these

yeais it Inis been my privilege to serve the Fii'st Baptist

Church of Bloomfield as its Treaurer ; hence it is not

sti'ange that I should be, not only intimately acquainted

with her financial life during that time, but also largely

interested in all her welfare ; and it is with feelings of

much ])leasure that I gather up, on this anniversary occa-

sion, the financial lesults of the past twenty-five years,

and lay them before you. To do this, perhaps the more

systematically, I shall call your attention to two ]ioints

viz : the How Much and the Plow.

And^nv^ the How Much.
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In tlie early history of the chin-ch it acted on the piinci-

ple that " giving cloth not impoverish,'' hence in our re-

port we must distinguish between monies raised for IIomk

and for Benevolent purposes.

It is a matter of no little satisfaction that from the be-

ginning, the records of the church have been carefully pre-

served, and we are thus enabled to give with accuracy the

iigures contained in this report. The folk^wing table shows

the amount raised during each year since tiic organization

vi' the church—for Home and Benevolent purposes.

—

BENEVO-

1

BENEVO-
YEAR. HOME,

LENT.
YEAR. HOME.

LENT.

1852 $383 46 1864 ^1.272 35 $434 25

lf^53 637 26 $20 00 1865 1,435 04 516 00

1854 628 00 48 14 1866 1,861 35 747 00

1855 874 24 83 64 1867 2,227 85 686 22

1856 1,008 48 311 04 18G8 2,202 84 711 2i

18.57 663 50 92 62 1869 2,305 75 656 72

1858 837 80 103 23 1870 2,880 27 720 86

1859 1,143 84 199 65 1871 3,132 22 408 00

1860 942 97 214 00 1872 2,559 38 526 80

1861 956 87 169 00 1873 2,176 23 780 23

1862 905 50 242 00 ' 1874 1,898 78 408 20

1863 1,125 13 400 00
,

1875 2,294 75 614 29

1
1876 1,9^0 00 373 03

There was raised for building the chureb during

1852 and 1853 $8,404 10

Raised for current expenses as above 88,293 86
" " Benevolent purposes, as above 9,o26 14

Making a grand total of $56,284 10

In addition to this, the Sabbath-school has raised a sum
of money each year, for its own current expenses, and also

for missionary objects ; we cannor give the full statistics, but

may say that during the past eighreen years the Sabbath-

school has given for missionary purposes alone, $3,63-1.48.

We ask attention in the second-place to the blow this

money has been raised—and under this head is included

both the method antl spirit of the giving.
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Yov pa/-ficulars regarding the benevolent contiibutiuns

we refer to the Report, following this, of tlie Committee on

Benevdlence.

The money for Home purposes has been raised in

t/i?'ee w^ays, viz. : by voluntaiy subscriptions. Sabbath

plate collections, and the renting of pews. During the

lirst year and a half, it was raised by the Sabbath plate

collections, and by voluntary subscrij^tions payable weekly.

After the occupancy of our pi'csent house of worship, the

renting of pews was adopted ; but this method did not rea-

lize all the money necessary, hence it was needful, in addi-

tion to the plate collection and pew rents, to take up a

yearly subscription—the pew rents covering about one-hulf

of the annual ex[)enses.

The above plan was continued nntil the 1st of Jan-

nary, 1875—two years ago—when after careful considera-

tion, it was unanimously resolved b_y the church and Board

of Trustees :

" 77iat on and after that date—January 'isf, 1875,

—

all

f<eats iiL our house of wors/u'p he declared Fkke—and. that

thenceforward we depend, entirely on. tlie Frke Will Offi.r-

INGS of the people—given. n^eeJdy and montltly^ on the envel-

ope system^ to meet the current expenses (f our church.'''

We may truly say, tliat the new system has worked admi-

rably, the number of persons contributing being nearly

doubled, thus more thoroughly and equally distributing

the burden, and the amount contributed largely increased

over the pew rent system. During 187-1—tiie last year of

renting pews, we raised in all $1,898.78. During 1875

—

the first year of the new plan, we raised $2,294.75, showing

an increase of about $400. The present year being the

second of the new system shows a decrease when compared

with last year—but an increase when compai-ed with 1874.

Tlie decrease is owdng—not to any defect in the free seat

system, but to local causes, incident to this year alone.

And besides all this, the payments have been made with

more promptness and regularity. As a church we have
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endeav^ored for years past to adhere strictly and only to the

several methods already mentioned for the support of the

Gospel ; seeking to avoid resorting to outside and doubtful

expedients for the raising of money to sustain the ministry

of the Word.

As regards the spirit of the giving, you will gatlier fi-om

the yearly statistics that there has been a spirit of liheral-

itij. With a just pride, we may say tliis has not been a

naean ciuirch ; but, according to their means, tliey have de-

vised "' liberal things for Zion." The building in Avhich we
meet to-night—built when and by whom it was— is a proof

of this. The band of disciples who gathered here at the

iirst were not a rich people, nor "increased in goods," yet

they did nobly and liberally for God. We have been much
pleased in examining the minutes of the early meetings of

the trustees, to tind witli what care, and yet with what true

liberality, every step was taken in the building of this

house.

It was decided at first to build tlie foundation of rough

stone, covered with cement, but after giving out the con-

tract for this quality of work, it was resolved to build it of

cut stone at an increased expense—and so we find that to-

day—after twenty-five years of wear—"our foundation

standeth sure," not having cost one cent to keep in repair,

and looking as well as ever. It was decided at one meet-

ing to build the house smaller, but at the next tlie ac-

tion was reconsidered, and w^e have the house its present

size ; none too large for present purposes. The cost of

this building tw^enty-five yeai's ago, was $S,iG4.10. This

amount was i-aised by special subscri])tion from among the

members of the church, congregation and friends; and we
notice that only a short time aftei" the completion of the

building, the entire indebtedness was cancelled ; the sub-

scriptions to this running trom $1 upw ard ; the laigest

amount given by any one person being $3,788, and that

from a constituent member of the church, and one wliom

God hath spared unto ns, as a fellow member to this da^'.
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We can say further, in regard to tlie spirit of the giving,

so far as we can gather frun; observation and experience,

tliat it has ever been a clieerfnl one. We know there has

also been a spirit of self-denial, of sacrifice and true conse-

cration in this work, and where these are, there is much
cause for gratitude to God ai.d liupe for the future.

During tlie past nine years of our personal experience as

Treasurer, we have known of many instances where just

such a spirit as above referred to has been manifested
;

and these, liowever small or lai'ge the amount uf money,

have alwa^'s been sources of encouragement and inspira-

tion to your,Treasurer. Oh ! to feel and know that others

in tlie church beside yourself are thinking and planning and

praying for the temporalities of God's House, and are sym-

pathizing with you in all your struggles and burden-bear-

ing—this is indeed very refreshing to any church Treasurer's

heart. Permit me just on this point to give a few extracts

from letters received during the present year. This from a

brother who was laid up for many months with a broken leg:

'SJan. 25, '76. For reasons beyond my control, 1 have
ot been able to do much for the church the last year, and

do not see much jji'ospect for improvement in tliis ; but

Avill trust the Saviour and do wdiat I can. Please accept

the enclosed five dollars, and may God bless you all."

From another. " Sept. 25, '76.—Dear Bi-other, I am
glad you devote so much time and energy in raising the

amount of money needed <-o support the preaching ot the

Gospel in our beloved Zion in Bloomfield. To help the

good cause please to add the amount of the enclosed check,

fifty dollars."

Another from a friend residinu* at a short distance from

the church, encloses a subscription of ten dollars, and says,

" if possible, toward the end of the year, we will double it.

We cannot meet with you often, but always remember and
sympathize with you in all your varied experience."

A few more items of interest and we will close our

Report.
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We find tlie following brethren liuve served the church

as Treasurers

:

Sanmel A. Brower, Ch;is. AY. Powers,

Joseph Hague, Chas. S.Willet,

Joseph B. Maxlield.

We notice also, that there has been, during all those years a

wise economy exercised in the expenditure of the Lord's mo-

ney— as also a care for even i]\o ftyujineuts, gathering these

up tliat nothing be h:>st, as will be seen from the following

minute on the Trustees' Book, Jan. 7th, 18G'J :

'^Besolved, that Bro. Landau be empowered to engage the

services of some person to sift the ashes that have accu-

mulated near the furnace."

This may seem a sjuall matter to mention, but •• straws

show^ which way the wind bh>\vs." No wonder that subse-

quent to this we find a number of statements, showing

the finances to be in a vei-y flattering condition.

We nuiy also say there has been a good degree of

promptness in the ])ayment of all our ol)ligations as a

church, aiul we know that the different Pastors of the

church who are with us on this anniversary occasion will

bear me out in this statement.

We find, moreover, that in this church as in that older

church of apostolic times, we have "those women Avho

labored M'ith us in the Gospel," for on more than one

occasion on the Trustees' book is special mention made

and thanks tendered for their timely and liberal assistance.

We note also, that the yowig jx^ojjie have not been l)ack-

ward in their efforts to render substantial aid to the

Trustees. Special menti-on is made of this feature on the

minute book.

AVe think then, fellow-mendjei's and friends of the First

Baptist Church of Bloomficld, wo can say, this has been

and is, a icorkhuj church, 'a pi'iujhuj church, and a <jivi)^g

church.

Before closing our Report, it may be well to state i\ r
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the benefit of our former and present members, liow we
stand financially on this our twenty-fifth anniversaiy. The

entire indebtedness of the chui'ch at tiie close of tliis 3'ear, is

$1,000. Of this amcnint $150 is a loan on bond and mort-

gage, made to the church 18 3'ears ago, by a sister—

a

men]ber of the church then and iwio~-t\\Q interest on the

loan, and more than that, having always been given back

to the chnrch as a contribution. The balance of the $1,000,

or about $550.00, is in tiie form of a floating debt, carried

by the Trustees. This floating debt was accumulated

during the four years previous to the present one, occasion-

ed in most part by the stringency of the times leading to

unpaid subscriptions and pew rents, and by extra expenses

incurred in making necessary repaii's and improvements to

our church building and grounds. On the 1st. of Jan.

last, the floating debt was $640, but this year notwithstand-

ing we have been without a Pastor during a part of the

time, we have raised enough to meet our current expenses

and have reduced the floating debt to about $550, a net

gain of $00, thus showing a favorable and heal;hy

financial condition. We sincerely hope that during the

year to come we may be enabled by God's help, and

tlirough the liberality of His people, to not only reduce the

debt but cancel the entire amount. It has occurred to

your Treasurer, that possibly on this Jubilee occasion—this

"Silver AVedding" Day—it might enter the hearts of our

menibei's and friends, both old and new, to make to the

church, a hearty, a joyous, a liberal free-will " Silver "Wed-

ding" oftering. This would give us a right good start, and I

think we could then—during the coming months of our

26th year, wipe out the balance of the floating debt.

We trust the reading of this report, with the items of in-

terest it brings to light, may not be without good results,

and that, inspired and encouraged by what has been accom-

plished by our brethern and sisters in the past, we shall

press on, resolved to do what we can in the Master's Great

Cause. Affectionately submitted, •

Nov. 2Sth, 1876. Joseph B. Maxfikld, Treasurer.
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KEPORT
OF CoMMiTTKK OX Bknf;\'oli;xce.

At tlie celebnition of Xoveinber 2Sth, tlio Coininittee on

Benevolence did not submit a report, it liavino; been left to

the Treasurer of the Cliurcli to present in his report son)e

facts regardinir the benevolent operations of the Church.

It has been deemed best, however, in preparing this record

of the celebration, to omit from the Church Treasurer's re-

port the particulars of this subject and have them embodied

more in detail in this separate report by the Committee on

Benevolence.

Previous to 1875 the benevolent contributions v,-ere

taken bv subscription })apers passed through the Church
on the Sabbath. In December, 1874, however, a Com-
mittee on Benevolence was appointed to take charge of

this department. After consideration the Committee

adopted the envelope system of collecting and it is found tn

M'oi'k very satisfactorily. A regular object comes before

the Church each alternate month, as follows:

jANUAiiY.—Oi:ii Sunday Scuool.

March.—Fokkigx Missions.

May.—N. J. Bap. Et^icatiox Soc,—to aid young men
studying for the ministry

July.—IIomh Missions.

Septjsmber.—X. J. Bap. Stat K Convention,—to aid in

support of feeble churches.

XovKMiii!:ii.—BiHLE Cause.

These and a collection for the Disabled Minis n:us' and

Ministers' Widows' Fund, taken about the first Sabbath

in June, are the regular collections; in addition to these

special objects are occasic)nally brought bef'oie the C'hurch.

On the first Sabbath in the nioiith in which a collection

is to be taken, the cnvelo})esare distributed, to be leturned

containing the contributions, on the third Sabbath in the

month, so far as possible. Sometimes when the envelopes
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are given out tliey arc accompanied by circulars giving in-

formation regarding the object and its needs; at other

times the Pastor preaches a sermon appropriate to tlie object,

or urges its claims in a few remarks. The Committee is

also expected to submit to the Church such recommenda-

tions as may seem wise in relation to the objects or man-

agement of this important part of our Christian work.

Although the Cliurcli has had to struggle, especially in

its early history, to meet its own current expenses, it has

from the very hrst, shown a missionary spirit and cheer-

fully contributed coward various benevolent objects. The
accompanying tables (see pages 54- and 55) exhibit the work
ot" the Church in this direction since its orj^ranization.

Respectfully submitted,

Ezra D. Simons, ) r^
n WT in- f

Committee on
Chas. \V. JVIaxf[eld, V -d ,

T\.^^r, n n i
-benevoit

JJaYII) (jr. (jTARABKANT,
)

icnce.
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Rev. Henry F. Smith, D. D., (pastor from 1858 to

1869,) then delivered the following

ADDRESS.
'• Baptists in this Vicinity—Then and Now."

It is not needful that I should express my joy at being

here M'here I passed so many happy years, cheered by the

sympathy and cooperation of the loving band that has now
reached its Quarto-Centennial. Much of the subject mat-

ter which I had in mind to discuss, has already been very

ably presented in the reports just read by "David" and
" Josei>h," wdiom I remember as " my two boys," and for

whom I have had high anticipations; I rejoice in the ability

and usefulness that God has given them. May the Divine

blessing rest upon them and the once youthful band, precious

in my memory', now among the strong and the trusted.

When New Jersey passed into the possession of Lord

Berkely and Sir George Carteret, about 1064, those gentle-

men formed a bill of rights which guaranteed liberty of

Conscience, a boon dear to Baptists.

Before that period certain Baptists had settled in Middle-

town, and in 16SS we find them covenanted in a church. In

1689 Piscataway church was formed, and the nextyeargave

birth to Cohansey. These original bodies of believers have

multiplied until they now number 174 with a membership

of over 31,000. Since this church was formed, the popula-

tion has just about doubled, but the Baptists have gained in

that time 18,076, making 4,776 more than douljle. In other

words, while it took the population of the State 25 years to

double, the Baptists doubled from 1851 to 1873, i. e. in 21

years.

But a few words about the ^^ then^^ and '•^ noio'^ of this

vicinit}' ; and first about Ji'sscx Count>j.

The church at Lyon's Farms is 108 years old, and Xortli-

field church dates back to 1^86. But the Baptists did not
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find courage to set up tlie staudard in Newark until 1801.

Perhaps they reuieiubercd liow ditt'ei'eut the policy of the

early settlers of iS^ewark was froiu the Baptist doctrine of

liberty of conscience. The folhnving from the old records

will speak for itself :

"None shall be admitted freemen or free burgesses^

within our town upon Passaick Kiver in the Province ot

New Jersey, but such planters as are members of some or

other of tliu Oongi-egutionai churches ; nor shall any but

such be chosen to magistracy * * * or to any chief

military trust or office. Nor shall any but such church
members have any vote in any such elections."

Of course the Baptists kept away from "our town upon

Passaick," which then included Bloomfield and all the land

" to the toot of Watchung mountain," until the Puritanic

strictness w^as modified by the descendants of the first sel-

lers. (And 1)}" the way, there are many families beai'ing

the names attached to that old law, who are worthy of all

honor). We believe they were mistaken, but they were

honest. They appealed to the following scriptures : Dent.

1:13, Ex. 18:21, Dent. 17:15, Jer. 30:21.

For 50 years the growth of the Baptists in Newark was

attended with many difficulties; but 25 years ago it took

a fresh start, and the county also partook of the prosperity.

"When this church was organized in 1851, there were

in the county 789 Baptist communicants, in a population

of 75,000 ; now there are 4,49!j Baptist communicants in a

population of about 172,000. This comparison shows that

then thare was only one Baptist to every 05 inhabitants; now
there is one in about every 30. Or stating it another way:

while there are 2 and 1-3 times as many people in the

county as there were when this church was founded,

there are 5 and 3-5 times as many Ba) tists. The church

property in the county tiien was worth about $30,000 ; it is

now valued at $(>00,0u0.

About Bloomlield, I wish to read an extract from a letter

written to me nine yeai's ago by an old gentleman in New
York.

4
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" About tifty-two years afro just after I united with the

first Church in Gold street, I was called to do Liisiuess in

Blooinfield at the Soho Copper AVorks. I soon lieard of a

])rayer meeting held in the long house near the up}iei' mill of

the Solio Co. I found it was composed of two Baptists, one
Pi'eshytcrian, one Methodist named Williamson. I continu-

ed to meet with them as a [fhion mectiii/j for two years in the

red school house near Randolph's mill. The Baptists were
Miller and Owen, who was a Welchman, and sound in the

faith, ^\'e were the only Baptists then known in the \i-

cinity. I also attended the Pi-eshytei-ian church wdien the

pastor, ]Mr. Judd, was called, and I was known by the dis-

tinctive ]ianie of ' Tuk Baptist.'
"

The formation, changes, growth, jtrosperity and present

condition of tiie Church have been fully and clearly set be-

fore you in the able papers just read. I a|)preciate your

feeling in desiring from nie more in the same strain ; Init

my detailed reminiscences might weaiy you more than they

would profit. Moreover a certain personal delicacy offeel-

ingforbids extended i-emark. Perhaps I maybe iiuhilged

in saying that the more than ten yeai's of ni}' life's j^rime

that I sj)ent among you were vei-y happy years to me. You
nobly responded to the calls of this pulpit, when it tested

the courage of us all to place the starry tiag in the position

back of me that it occupies to-night; you stood firmly by

the truth as we hold it, when we were impelled to de-

lend it; you ever answered in the right direction a})peals

made for the spread of the Gospel. Old and young, Dea-

cons, Trustees, ujen and women, 1 have fragi'ant recollec-

tions of your kindness, your sympathy, aiul your prayers.

I am pleased to know that you ai'e giving the same

liearty love to him who now ministers to you ; in the union

and co()peration so evident among you I see a token of

great |)i'ospei'ity.

'Jlie day has been full of pleasure to me. These hearty

hand grasps, this mingling of the past and present, this

home coming of those whose paths have for a time separa-

ted, while they recall old joys, and bring up past sorrows,
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stir also the deeper unity of our life in Christ. We feel

the family tie; our hearts turn with love to our dear Elder

Brother, and we realize the throb hinji; affection fur the

place where,
"Our best friends our kiudred dwell

There God our Saviour reigns.
'

'

An interesting and valuable feature of church life here

is the recent adoption of the free seat system, and the sup-

port of the cause l)y voluntary monthly t)ti'erings. It seem-

ed a venture; we must congratulate the indefatigable

treasurer, and the faithful brethren and sisters, that it has

worked so vvelh God speed the plan !

Would it not be a pleasant ending to this occasion to

raise just now six hundred dollars, and put it into the

treasury of the church to start her on the second quarter

century? I think you favor it jYoio let us liaise the

pi edgesP

Here Deacon Cairns arose and in a few^ words re-

ferring to the love he had cherished for the church,

ever since he with twelve others organized it—ex-

pressed an earnest wish that not only the floating-

debt of $55o, but also the mortgage of $460, might

be paid off and the church be absolutely free of debt

:

he pledged one hundred dollars of the one thousand

needed to accomplish this.

The response to this proposition by the venerable

Deacon was most enthusiastic, and in a short time the

full amount was pledged in sums of from $1 to $100.

Brother Smith then resumed his address and said :

You hav'e more than raised the amount. It is for the

Lord, who gave all for you. I am glad that so many liavs

given. These varjdng sums represent botli young and old.

J^ow let us, as we separate, hope and believe that God
will grant his good Spirit to attend the Word and the work
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of his people, so tliat many suiils shall be saved, there shall

be enlargement on every side, and our great King shall be

glorified.

Rev, J. W. Sarles, D.D., of Brooklyn, who has

been intimately connected with the church during

its entire histor}', followed with an

ADDRESS
OS

''TiiK Voice FROM IIr.vvi;.v tilvt calls to Baptists to-day."

What was said about Baptists, in the opening address,

I think was a closely thought out and carefully worded ex-

pression of what is true and just and fitting. But if that is

trutl), then in the sight of God and angels (to His })raise

alone be it said,) our position is a most honorable one.

Who then, if not Baptists, are addressed from lieaven in

that strain of connuendation and admonition: "Hold that

fast which thou hast that no man take thy crown."' If ad-

dressed to Baptists, it would mean that, as things now
stand, the crown has been won by them. You remember

how Paul ])ut it: ''Know ye not that they who run in a

race run all, but one receives the prize ?" That is, in a

race all start together, and all run, but only one obtains the

prize ; the prize or crown is for the one who comes out

first.

Not more may the several Christians in the same church

or tlie several churches of the same faith, be represented as

running in a race than also tiie difterent bi'anches of the

church universal,

I submit for your consideration this proposition, viz

:

That in the race of denominations, as things now stand,

the crown for fidelity to God's word belongs to Baptists.

At first sight, tluit pro])<)sition may seem abundantly

self-complacent. But it will bear looking at.
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As a branch of the universal church of Christ what have

we ?

A short way of answeriuii; that question is to ask another

Wliat is there in this Revelation from God, that, in the

judgment of the best men living of all denominations,

Baptists do not teach and hold ? From whom of the Per-

sons in the Holy Trinity, do Baptists, more than others,

withhold the honors claimed for Him? What doctrine is

there that, by the best men of every age has been regarded

as most vital to the honor of God and the well-being of

men, has not been held with as much tenacity by Baptists

as b}^ any other denomination of Christians?

Those great I'.nderlying truths upon which the best men
now living would agree as pre-eminently Sci'iptural, and as

instituting the life and soul of godliness in the earth, Bap-

tists have and hold, no well-informed Christian man dis-

puting it for an instant. If there is anything regarded as

specially vital by a vast majority of men, confessedl)' the

most godly who have lived since the days of Christ and his

apostles, which Baptists have not witnessed for in every

age with a persistence equal to that of any other denomi-

nation of Christians, and which to-day we do not hold, lam
ignorant of it, nor have I ever to my recollection heard it

named. In everything that has saved the souls of men, and

elevated the race, in everything that lias sustained faithful

men and women under manifold tribulations, supported

martyrs at the stake, and been the theme of triumph on

millions of dying beds, Baptists have shared at least equal-

ly with any other branch of the church universal.

Is that fair and calm and tenq)erate, or not? If it is un-

faitliful to the truth none can be so much concerned for its

correction as we; and to that end, we invite criticism.

If now, super-added to that, we have and hold other parts

of the divine testimony, in which no others stand with us,

then shall not our claim to the crown be undis|)uted ? We
shall see.

First: Beginning at the threshold of the kingdom, we
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iiiive and liitld baptism in its ])i-iniitive t'oini. That ordi-

nance, divinely appointed for ])iittini; on Christ in a public

profession of faith, we liold just as the Loid uave it. On

tliiit.it is enough to say that tlie scholarshij) of the world

aduiits our claim. Others tliere are who practice immersion,

but as hoMliKj and keepivg it in trust, there are none be-

sides Baptists.

kSecondly : That initiatory right of the gospel, appointed

for those and only those wiio believe, we jealously hold for

avowed disciples only.

So long as the rest of the Christian worhl shall acce])t

Int'ant Ba])tism or the immersion of people without the evi-

dence of a change of heart, for believer's baptism. Baptists

do and must stand alone in holding that ordinance exclu-

si\ely for the divinely appointed subjects of it.

Thirdly : Baptists have and hold the ordinance of bap-

tit-u) in the place where Christ put it. He made it. initia-

tory to His churches (»n earth. Those who wave its observance

for the purpose of celebrating together the Lord's supper,

allowing it thereby to be displaced and superseded, forfeit

all claim to coinniendation for keeping either of those ordi-

nances as they were delivered, leaving Baptists the only

clainuuits to integrity under that part of the great com-

mission.

Here are three specifications, the form, the subjects,

and X\\e place ^ of the initiatory to the churches.

Do you esteem it a light thing that Bai)tists can possibly

make good their claim to keeping these outward forms and

observances of the gospel as they were originally appoint-

ed, and that they may stand alone in that claim ?

If so, you have not studied closely the subject of un-

questioninc; subjection to divine authority. At first sight,

it is inci'edible how much (iod has n)ade dependent upon

fidelity to the word, in the simple ordinance of believer's

baptism.

It is apparently a little, feeble member of the family of

great doctrines ; but like the tciiuue anionu' the members
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of the body, and boasts great things. Like the helm in tlie

liaiidling of a shij), it has commaiidcil the course of the

churches. It has proven to be not unlike the gate to the

citadel, which if it be relinquislied, all within is surrendered.

Overwhelming evidence of this is supplied by historical

facts open to all.

Departure from fidelity to God's word on that point, has

so wn-ought that in three centuries it has quite subverted

the work of the Reformation in the countries where it was

inaugurated. It has inducted the unconverted w^orld into

the churches by nations, and driven out of them or perse-

cuted all of spiritual religion.

Hai'dly is it too much to say, that what the forbidden

fruit was as a test of ol)e<lience in our primeval state, bap-

tism has been and is likely to be under the gospel dispensa-

tion.

It's apparent insignificance apart from Divine authority,

like its parallel in the garden, has made it all the more

perfect as a test of the temper of the heart towards sover-

eign authority. Without unquestioning loyalty at heart,

and without it there at the thresholds of the kingdom, what

security is there for any doctrine put into oui- hands !

Accordingly, let me now enumerate some of the truths

of very wide import, and touching the honor of God, and

human interests at a thousand points, in which we also

stand mainly alone.

Already they have been brought before you with marked

clearness in the opening sermon. I w'ish to emphasize

them.

Baptists to-day have and hold the following doctrines on

vital, living questions, and stand mainly alone in their

defence :

1st. The Word of God, the only authority for faith or

practice.

No other denomination practically stands there, nor can

any other stand there, so long as the sprinkling of chiklren

for believer's baptism is held and practised. That is some-
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tiling tliat is not in tlie Bibl(>, able writers of tlicir own

number being judges.

2(1. Direct, personal responsibility to God.

So long as the other deuonilnations of the Christian

world, from M'hom we stand separated, shall subject their

children, at an irres])()nsible age, to any rite, and shall

teach them in any subsequent life to regard that act as their

own, they cannot stand with us on that trutli that shines

out from the Bible with the clearness of noonday :
" Every

one of US shall give account of himself to God." Ilow can

Christian men dare attempt to forestall their children in

the privileges or obligations of the Gospel ?

3d. A regenerated clnirch-mombership.

Baptism, the acknowledged initiatory to the Clun-ches, if

it be administered to those who are not born of God, must

either cliange their hearts, or bring the uni-egenerated into

the churches. J>ai)tismal regeneration or nnregenerated

church-membershi[) must follow. We enter our protest

against both as unknown in the oracles of trutli.

4th. Absolute freedom of conscience.

AVe resist the right of States, and of any ecclesiastical

authorities to come between the conscience and God. Ban-

croft says :
" Freedom of conscience—unlimited freedom of

mind—was from the first the trophy of Bajjtists."

If then, on all the doctrines commonly accepted as niost

vital, we have stood at least as unfalteringly as any others

down through the ages till to-day ;
and if, superadded to

that, we have and hold mucii of the Divine testimony that

is not found with others, then why are we not by so much

above others entitled to the crown for fidelity?

On all accounts, therefore, if the race were finished now,

the crown would be ours.

All that is well, and this view is in a strain of com-

mendation for it ; but the course not yet having been fin-

ished, the crown is not yet awarded. Whether we shall

keep what we have is not yet decided. We stand well and

nobly now. We may fall back. AVc may be superseded.
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The Lord iiitiinates that the severest part of the ti-ial may

be yet future. It is possible th refore that another may be

tbuiul who ill the end shall take the crown that now is ours.

Let us be aninuited and inspired with past blessings and

victories to dare and do as we never have before.

It is not enough that we hold only as we have done. We
must tighten the grip. Hear his view :

" Behold, I come

quickly. Hold that fast Avhich thou hast, that no man
take thy crown."

How shall we best heed the admonitory part of this call ?

First of all, in this service, prostrate ourselves in admiring

wonder that to us this grace shall be given.

Your pastor's sermon is full on tb.at point. I was de-

lighted with the text for this hour, and the grateful spirit

that pervaded the discourse.

Let us not fail to put the cro'vn where, from our hands,

it belongs. Deeply humbled under conscious ill-deserved, let

us from our hearts cry :
" Not unto us. O, Lord, not unto us,

but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy

truth's sake."

Next, and last, and midwise, we must live, and walk in the

Holy Spirit, if we hold anything that is worth holding.

From llini who has received from his Father the pro-

mise of the Holy Spirit, and who immerses in the Holy
Spirit, from Him and his Father our hearts must be

flooded with that blessed presence. There cannot long be

any riglit apprehension of doctrine, or any practical living

unto God, without the promised comforter ; and God has

designedly put Baj^tist churches together in such a way
that nothing can hold them together but the in-dwelling of

the Holy Spirit.

Inseparable from this is also such searching of the Scrip-

tures and such cordial acceptance of their teachings as that

we shall " be filled with the knowdedge of his will, in all

wisdom and spiritual understanding."

Then, endowed thus with wisdom and power from on

high, let us freely give what we have freely received, faith-

fully teaching and enforcing the whole truth.
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From the word of God tViMjiuMit]y and IVarlessly lioljl

forth and insist, upon tliose principles tliat distinguish us

from others, not in a spirit of controversy on tlie one hand,

nor (if sickly cmipi-oiiiise on the otlier, hut honestly and

manfidly and courteously, as in deatl earnest for the

whole truth of God, spcakini^ tlie truth, and speaking- it in

love. Do this in our puljiits, in our Sunday Schools, and

in our families, publicly and from house to house.

]>aptists have always been honored of both God and men
when they have made much of the priceless })rinci]>les they

hold. Here to-day, in this rehearsal of Baptist faith and

Baptist history, we feel the quickening presence and jxnver

of the Holy Spirit. It is the channel of his operations

opened among us as amongst no others, as lie loves to use it.

One of the best informed ministers of llhode Island, told

me that a few years ago that Baptist State was on the eve

of a great slide from Baptist principles. How comes that

about ? Our great Baptist College was there ; tlie State was

founded by our Rogicr Williams ; Baptist principles were

everywhere deeply rooted in the soil, and therefore there

was no need of saying much on any l)ranch of Baptist

faith.

The enemy of all righteousness saw his opportunity, and

he whipped about in a quiet way, and began in various

circles, to pick and pick away at tlie ibundations of our

denominational faith, till the new generations of that State

saw little else than causes for offence in what distinguished

us from others.

The note of alarm was raised—the sleep was broken

—

the truth again rang out—the threatening evil was averted.

When our great German missionary, I)i-. Oncken, was in

this country, he spent one night with me. Among other

things he said he was amazed and humbled to see how
little account was made of the ordinance of baptism in

some fashionable churches where he ha<l been, when even

there were candidates to be baptized. To him it was inex-

plicable, he considered it alarming. May it be that the
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Lord caiiFiOt luive u people who will practice, and teacli,

and hold, and pass on unchanged, just what He wants per-

petuated ! If that were so, then in every thirty years He
would need a new set of inspired men to re-state and re-

affirm, and re-establish what nobody will hold ! Kot thus

weak is God's grace. May we covet the plaudit of the

faithful servant.

Let us then hold forth the light that God has given us,

not so much in set discourses on Baptist faith, but infusing

it in all our teaching and preaching.

Li an eminent degree I believe that tliis church has ex-

emplified the line of life and conduct I have been indicating

in order to hold fast what we have, and therefore their

honoi'ed history of twenty-five years.

God has favoi'ed them with wise teachers, among whom
none have shone more brightly than our dear brother, H.

F. SMrrH, and his beloved companion, who are here to-

night.

And that opens the way for another point which I may
name, but which my time will not allow me to discuss. Li

order to hold fast we have, added to all I have said, we

need and should have a thoroughl^y educated ministry, and

a membership with much higher educational advantages.

In one way or another, all along the past, from Paul

down, God has seen to it that we have had men among us,

prominent leaders, second to no others in culture or scholar-

ship. What does that providence tell us but to work as

God works, and therefore in the future to make ample pro-

vision for securing to those in our ministry who may be

appointed for it, the very higliest intellectual advantages?

And with reference to our denomination at large, nothing

can be clearer than that the gospel of Christ does certainly

seek the fullest possible development of the whole man
brought under its power. Therefore let them be spiritual,

intellectual and physical, healthful development side

by side on the largest scale compatible with the

means God gives us. This shall be working when and



where and ns CtO(1 M'orks ; aiid then follows the assurance

of more than trinni])h, " While ye be with me I will be

with you." And, " if God l>e for us, who can be aij^ainst us."

How joyful, and exultant and ecstatic itAvill be if on a

little further we can say :
" I have fought the g'ood tii^ht,

I have finished my course. I have Jcept the faith ." Then

we shall also say : "Henceforth there is laid uj) for me a

crown."

A solo and chorus entitled *' Watching and Wait-

ing" was sung by the same Quartette who sang at

the afternoon service. The following

POEM
was then read by the author, Rev. E. D. Simons,

Pastor of the Church.

A son<;- of the past,

A rhyme of to-day,

A hymn of the future

That beckons away

From all we hold dear

In tlie days that are gone,

Nor tarry us here

As if all Avere done

Of work in his -siueyard

Who came from his throne,

And s'oinj? up thence,

Said, " Keep till I come."

Whence came it that song

Sprang forth from the race.

And through ages long

Has moved on apace

—

Like bird of the air

That seeks genial clime,

Has tlown everywhere

With music and chime ?
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Not always with sound

As equally sweet,

Warbliugnow on the ground

—

AVith slow pace of feet

;

Again, soaring high

In tremulous air,

Like lark in the sky

—

]\Iade morning mora fair.

Pressing with strong wing

The sky, toward the sun,

While now the days ring

As the hours are run
;

Then, on tree and bush '

In leafy retreat

Causing the evening hush

To breathe soft and sweet.

So has true song been

—

Both plain and more fair—
Sent on its mission

To helj) and to cheer
;

Making life's morning-.

Its noon and its night,

Glad for its coming

—

More blest and more bright.

Out in the great world,

Within Nation's heart

Stirring the deep chord

No danger could part;
'

Marking the firm tread

Of millions of feet

Inspired by war notes

The foemen to meet.

Floating through home wall,

O'er age and o'er youth,

Laden, in rise and fall.

With hope and with tnith;
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Chaiuiing the tired ear,

Tlie sick and the luru,

Drying the sad tear,

And calming the storm.

Iiito'tlie house of God
N(.w trciidiug its way,

Aiding the worshiper

'I'o praise and to pray;

Having here always,

AVhen good and when true-

Though humble its lays

—

The Lord's work to do.

Whence did it come, then ?

Did man learn the strain

From bird and from them

—

AVith gladsome refrain

—

That all summer long,

From earliest spring.

The air and earth throng

With musical ring ?

Or did it come down
From bright world above,

By angel-voice borne

In accents of love.

And man catch the notes,

AVith heart all aflame

For music that floats

In two worlds amain?

It is the language of heart and of life,

Born in ouf nature, with its meaning rife,

The language of deed as well as of love,

The birth-cry of joy, the peace-speaking dove.

Meet is it, then, on occasions like this

That some of our words be formed into veise;

That thanksgiving lead with glad notes of praise

For good that has come with all of oui* days;
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I'hat high resolve speak with courage of heart,

And hope for the future joiu with its part

In anthem of honor and love that we brinar

To the source of all good, our Saviour and King.

Join us here now, both the old and the young,

Let every heart-chord for music be strung;

Let stranger and friend within Zion's gate

Together in praise on Zion's Lord wait.

We Avelcome you with us, each one and all

;

We give you a greeting, both great and small;

We invoke ujjon each, the bountiful favor

Of Him whom we serve, the Heavenly Father.

The years are coming, the years are going,

Like the waters forever flowing-.

Springing from heights we cannot see,

Gliding on to Eternity.

Varied seems the mountain stream

Coursing and plunging the rocks between.

Hurrying onward to tlie plain,

Seeking the far off ocean main;

Spreading into the river wide,

Watering the banks on either side;

Now touching the hill-side high and steep;

Shallow anon, again most deep:

While o'er the surface the winds do play.

And sunshine falls of summer day;

With all its scenes in lessons rife

Of the years which mark our mortal life.

For on we pass with laughter and song.

Like music of stream that sweej) along;

Betimes, as a cry is the river's sound.

Like hearts in which life's griefs abound.

We glide, withal, through fields most fair.

Where gather for drink the birds of air,

And homes on banks of green, are raised.

And the waters pure are freely praised.
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Commerce its wings about us spreail,

Andwar-sliips sail with movement dread;

The skies berd clear, and bright and warm

—

Again, the clouds pour down the storm.

But with ceaseless force we seek the end

Where all the streams of time do blend,

In that vast and deep and shoreless sea

"Which now is named eternity.

So let it be, if at the last

All that has hindered in the past

Is left behind on either shore

And we are fi'ee forevermore

—

Tree from life's care and all its fear,

"SYith the fadeless heaven above us clear,

And we have borne oh flowing tide

Some precious soul to the Saviour's side.

We are gathered here the past to tell,

That they who wrought, their work did well

;

We have for them most kindly hand

From all who form this Christian band.

W^e honor the men and women true

Wlio met at first—a sacred few

—

And made a cov'nant themselves between

To be a church, though but thirteen.

Fast holding the faith our fathers loved,

For which these suffered, for which these bled.

They rested their structure on the " Corner

Stone,"

And sought for heart a Christian home.

Their courage grand and faith sublime

Have not proved vain in passing time.

For heaven their deed of love has owned,

And with success their work has crowned.

As hand that places seed in soil

Despite all force that would despoil.
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As eyes that watcb witli love intent

The growth and fruitage of the plant:

So they who see in moral world

Triumph in waving branch unfurled

—

The outgrowth of their toil may greet

With gladdened eye and pleasure meet.

Anon, some sow the goodly seed,

To meet the great world's hungry need,

And pass away e'er fruit time come.

Nor view on earth that good was done.

Again, beneath the outspread bough

That links in thought the Then and Now
Of age one-fourth on its way sped

—

With hurried feet or slower tread

—

The sower rests within the shade

That his own toil so well has made,

And in his hand the fruits descend i

From branches that in harvest bend.

Thus gather some with us to-day

"Who met at first to work and pray,

And all the good achieved imparts

Peace and joy to their grateful hearts.

The men of the past ! bless ihem all—say we

From maturing man to child at knee;

Woe the day, when in glorying vain,

W''e view the past with proud disdain.

Though the w^orld has grown in knowledge

and art

Scarce can it boast of nobler heart

Than beat in sires of the days gone by

With warm blood tiue and aim most high.

God spare those long whose whitening hair

Tells of converse with truth and prayer;

Who with good words and kindly face

Find everywhere a welcome place.

5



74

But all who toiled in yeurs now Hed,

All they who wept, :iud tliey who })rayed,

Not nbsent from our thought shall be

Wliere we are met in Jubilee.

Smiles for the living, tears for the dead

As minds do turn to record outspread

With names of some who here were known
But since have gone to heavenly home.

The age has much—in which we dwell

To thrill our heart's emotion;

Much has been sought and much achieved

To lead to high devotion.

A Nation born from out the past

!

A freedom grander knowing

Than all the viico before had gained

With all its striving, growing.

But civil freedom not alone

Has blessed the land we live in,

Freedom of conscience has as well

A home beneath our welkin.

Science and art have flourished fast

With growth unprecedented.

And rail, steam, and electric force

The great world has united.

While far outreaching in its power

The gospel has extended,

And mind to mind, and heart to heart,

The nations more are blended.

Amid the strifes that have been rife

On battle fields most gory,

Strong chains have snapped that erst

were riven

And Right stood forth in glory.

While then we joy in our own past,

Our outlook shall be broader,
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And take in all the good secured

In every land and border.

Glad may we be our life is ]>laced

In this nineteenth century,

And church and self would ^consecrate

To e'en grander destiny.

Time fast is growing towards the morn

When all the great world over,

Nor sin, nor shame shall mar the scene,

Nor man e'er wi'ong his brother:

—

" Growing," by heart throbs for the right,

Through earnest prayer and labor;

" Growing," by means of God ordained

And followed with his favor.

To us is given a part to do

In aid of man's redemption

—

To spread the gospel's triumphs ghid

Through this and every nation.

Work we then, as all things toil,

Whate'er would hinder or would foil;

Each hand be to Christ's work given,

Till toil of earth shall end in heaven.

With heartfelt gratitude the congregation then

united in singing

" All liail the power of Jesus' name,"

and the exercises were closed with Benediction by

Bro. H. F. Smith.



HISTORICAL SKETCH
OF THE

Sabbalh School of (lie First Baptist Cliurcli,

BLOOMFIELD, N. J-

The handful of brethren and sisters who ori^anized

the cliurch twenty-five years ago, Mere alive to

the importance of the Sabbath school work, and

gave it prompt attention. Soon after the organiza-

tion of the church, even before regular preaching

services were held, the Sabbath school was estab-

lished. Unfortunately the early records of the

school have been lost, and we have therefore been

unable to obtain as full and positive information as

desirable.

The school began with Bro. U. D. Ward, as

Superintendent, a full corps of teachers—among

whom was, S. A. Brower, VVm. Clark, Robert

Travis, Mrs. Mary Davison, Miss Martha M.

Jones, (now Mrs. Henry Speer), and Miss Angie

A. Fisher—and about twenty scholars. Two of these

teachers, Robert Travis and Mrs. Mary Davison,

although their names do not api)ear among the con-

stituent members of the Church, were from the

first very active and devoted, both in the church

and Sabbath School, Of the original corps of teach-
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ers only two, Mrs. Speer and Miss Fisher, are

members of the school to-day.

At first the sessions were held in the old Frank-

lin school house situated near the present residence

of Jay L. Adams, Esq., but as soon as the base-

ment of the new church buildino; was ready, tlie

school was transferred to this. At first its num-

bers gained rapidly, increasing- from about 25 at

the beginning of 1852, to 139 in 1854.

The following are the names of the brethren who

have served the school as Superintendent, and

their time of service, as near as we have been

able to ascertain.

UzAL D- Ward, about 2 years ; 1852— 1853

Wm. Clark a few months; 1853— 1854

UzAL D. Ward, about i year ; 1854— 1855

Charles W. Powers, .. . 2 years ; 1855— 1857

Joseph Hague, i year; 1857—1858

Charles W. Powers 3 years ; 1858— 1861

Uzal D. Ward, 4 years ; 1861— 1865

Rev. Henry F.Smith, 3 years ; 1865— 1868

Joseph F. Sanxay 5 years; 1868— 1873

Eldridge Van DeWerken, 2 years ; 1873— 1875

Henry Russell, Present Supt ; Elected May 16, 1875.

The school has been blessed in having eminently

earnest, devoted and godly men at its head.

It has also been favored in having Pastors

deeply interested in its welfare. The last three

who have served the church in this office

—

Brethren Smith, Stubbert and Simons, being

especially active in the Sabbath School, all having

taught large Bible classes. The former also held

the office of Superintendent three years.



In IS67, a Mission school was started in the old

chapel on Franklin St., near Harrison St., under the

care of Bro. Eldkidge Van DeWerken, as Supt.

It was continued through two or three seasons.

The following is a statement of the membership

of the school since its organization, so far as can

be ascertained.

OFFICERS
AND

TEACHRRS.

SCHOL-
ARS.

TOTAL.

OFFK'KI^S

AND
TEACHERS.

scnoL-
AKS.

<
H

1852 Unknown. May, 1865 24 188 212
1858 " " 1866 27 238 265
1854 ir 122 139 " 1867 28 252 280
1855 19 140 159 " 1868 32 287 319
1856 Unknown. " 1869 30 260 290
1857 18 138 176 " 1870 30 250 280
185.- 17 125 142 " 1871 28 263 291
18511 23 141 164 " 1 872 30 2.=>0 280
186( 20 180 200; " 1873 26 239 265
18G1 19 171 190 '• 1874 27 233 260
1865 22 179 201 " 1875 26 20.T 281

186a 23 195 218 " 1876 28 218 246
Mav, 1864 23 202 225

This shows considerable fluctuation in the mem-

bership, caused principally by the formation of

new schools, (seven or eight, in all) in the town,

which drew somewhat from our numbers.

The Infant Department has always received

special attention from faithful teachers, among

whom was the sainted Mary Smalley Sarles. It

is now in a very flourishing condition under the

care of Mrs. Martha M. Speer and Miss Angie

A. Fisher, the only members of our present corps of

teachers who wei'c with the school at its organiza-

tion.

About 1862, the plan of a general collection, for
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benevolent purposes, taken by passing the plate, was

changed for that of each class making its own collection

separately and reporting the amount quarterly or annu-

ally. This system gave a new impetus to the benevo-

lent contributions ; it is still in operation and is found

very satisfactory. The following is a statement of the

benevolent offerings of the school since its organiza-

tion, the amounts for 1852, 1853, 1855 and 1856 are esti-

mated :

1852, $20,00 1 860, $46.38 1868, $254.00
185^, 20.00 I86I, 50.00 1869, 289.06

1854, 26.00 1862, 102.17 1870, 241.45

1855, 40.00 1863, 117.00 I87I, 268.95
1856, 60.00 1864, 151-49 1872, 275-91

1857, 62.92 1865, 245.00 1873. 256.79
1858, 3000 1866, 321.04 1874, 219.49
1859, 31-71 1867, 285.12 1875, 220.00

Total, $3,634-48.

During the years 1861, 1862 and 1865, the cause to

which this money was devoted was wholly, or in

part, the support of a native preacher among the

the Karens of Burmah. In other years, however, it

has been appropriated to a variety of objects, so that

its influence has reached almost all parts of the world.

In addition to donations to the general work of

Foreign Missions, Home Missions, State Conven-

tion, Education Society, Bible Cause, &c., special

donations have been made to particular fields, in

Burmah, China, Japan, Hindustan, Italy, Spain,

Sweden, Germany, Ireland, Mexico, &c., besides to

a considerable number of feeble churches in our own

land, West and South.
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Many seasons of religious interest have marked the

School, during which a large number of the scliolars

have found the Saviour. Of the present member-

ship 49 scholars are members of the church.

The school is well sustained and prospering, and

it is hoped will prove even a greater blessing in the

future than in the past.



SOCIETIES
CONNECTED WITH THE CHURCH.

WOMENS' BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY

—OF THE

—

First Baptist Church, Bloomfield, N. J.

This Society was organized in 1873, and has for

its object the collection of funds from the ladies of

the church and congregation, without interfering with

the regular contributions of the church, to be ap-

plied to Foreign Mission Work, in connection with

the National Womens' Baptist Missionary Societ}^

Since its organization it has collected the following

amount for this object

:

From organization to June, 1874 $60.00

" June, 1874, to June, 1875 160.00

" 1875" " 1876 50.00

Total $270.00

The present officers of the Society are

:

; President, , Mrs. A. L. Fisher.

Vice-President, .Mrs.^^E. S. Maxfield.}

Secretary, Miss Hattie Fairbanks.

Treasurer, MisS Mary C. Willet.
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LADIES' MITE SOCIETY.

Organized 1874.

The objects of this Society are, to promote sociability

among the people, and to raise means to be applied

to benevolent purposes and in aid of church im-

provements. It has been very successful and done

much valuable work in these directions.

Its Officers at present are :

President, Mrs. Mary C. Russell.

Vice-President, " A. L. FlSiiER.

Secretary, " ^ E. S. Maxfield.")

Treasurer, MiSS J. W. S^L\LLEY.

Mrs. Jennie Simons.

" Mary E. Swain.

" M. A. SiMcox.

Miss M. W. Robinson.

''
J. W. Smalley.

" Hattie Fairbanks.

" Mary C. Willet.

Managers.

YOUNG PEOPLES" ASSOCIATIONS.

For a number of years past the young people

of the church and congregation have been banded

together for special work. In May, 1862, a
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YOUNG PEOPLES WEEKLY PRAYER MEET-
IXG

was started, which has been regularly maintained

ever since, during both winter and summer. It has

been and is a power for great good in the church.

In Januar}', 1864, the

YOUNG PEOPLE'S PASTORAL AID SOCIETY

was organized, the object of which was the holding

of monthly social and hterary meetings, and the

raising of a fund to be presented at the end of the

year as a free-will offering to the Pastor. Especial

care was observed that the work of the Society should

not conflict at all with the workings of the Church

in the matter of raising funds for current expenses.

The Society was quite successful, holding very in-

teresting meetings, both public and private, and

raised the first year $200.00.

In January, 1865, the name was changed to

THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S AID SOCIETY,

and its field of labor enlarged, so that at the end

of the second year the sum of $400 had been

raised. This was appropriated as follows :

For Commentary presented to Pastor, at Caldvv^ell

N.J $16

To aid New Rochelle (N. Y.) Bap. Church 15

Toward purchasing new carpet for Church 9

Toward New Library for Sunday School 46

Toward current expenses of Church 114

Free-will offering to Pastor 200

$400
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At tlie close of the second year it was thoui^ht

by some that the Avorking-s of the Society in the

matter of raising money, conflicted with the efforts

of the church in that direction, hence the society

was disbanded. It was followed in the course of

a few months by

THE AID UNIOIS".

Its method of work was similar to that of its pre-

decessor, but differed in that all the money raised

was to be used to aid in defraying the current expen-

ses of the church. This society was composed largely,

though not entirely, of young people and its social

and literary meetings, held monthly at private

houses, were alwa3's well attended b}' both old and

young, and proved a source of great profit and

pleasure.

In connection with the Literary Exercises there

was published a paper entitled " Our Circle,"

which afforded much amusement and instruction.

After being in existence over six years, the in-

terest in the society, from a variety of causes, be-

gan to wane, and an interval of some months occur-

ring during which it did not hold any meetings,

it was thought best to organize anew. In March

1874, the present society was framed under the

name of

THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATION.

Its object is, the social, mental and spiritual cul-

ture of the young people of our church and con-

gregation.
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THE BOARD OF MANAGERS

of the Association are as follows :

David G. Garabrant President.

Joseph B. Maxfield Secretary.

Miss Hattie Fairbanks Treasurer.

Miss Hattie H. Van DeWerken.

Geo. W. Pancoast.



NAMES OF MEMBERS CONNECTED WITH THE
CHURCH, DECEMBER 1st, 1870.

Alphabetically arranged under the year of their reception.

The letters E, B, or L, opposite each name indicates how the member

was received,—whether by Kxperknce, Baptism, or Letter.

1851.

Brower, Samixel A.

Cairns, David
Cairns, Mrs. Hepzibah

1852.

Cadmus, Thomas T.

Cadmus, Mrs. Rebecca
Fisher, Mrs. Ann L.

Gilbert, Charles

Gilbert, INIrs. Eliza

Powers, Mrs. jNIary A.

Williams, Mrs. Phebe A.

1853.

Davison, WilHam
Fisher, Miss Angelina A.

Margrave, ]\lrs. Sarah
Jones, Mrs. Ann
Landau, INIrs. Ann
IMcEwen, Robert
Speer, Mrs. ^Martha M.
Ward, INIrs. Caroline

Willet, Charles S.

Willet. Mrs. EUzabeth

1854.

McEweii, Mrs. Sarah A.

Smith, Mrs. Martha A.

Taylor, Mrs. Susan

1855.

Baldwin, Ayres
Lind, Pliilip

Lind, Mrs. Christiana

Mair, Mrs. Carohne

1856.

Hague, Joseph, L
Hague, ^Irs. Ciiarlotte L. L

1857.

Berstecber, Mrs. Catharine B
Fuchs, Mrs. A. R. B
Kentz, Mrs. Eliza B

1858.

AUiiigton, George B
(Gondii, Peter B
Hewitt, Daniel B
Irvin, AVilliam B
Irvin, M)s. jNIagdalene B
Osborne, Elias S. B
Osborne, Mrs. Annie E, B
Smalley, Miss Jennie W. B
Swain, Mrs. IMary E. B
Taylor, INIrs. Adelia T. B
Van Auken, INIrs. INIarietta B
Willet, Miss :Mary C. B

1859.

Brower, Mrs. Maria G. L
Dannbacher, Mrs. Catharine B
Douglass, INIiss Anna E. B
Smith, Mrs. Sabiiia L
Van Aukeu, INIrs. Lydia B

1860.

Cadmus, Peter H. B
Degraw, James L. L
Hannegan, INTrs. Elizabeth C. L
Hague, INIiss Josephine B

LB; Kentz, Balsar
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Osborne, Mrs. M. Louisa

Stewart, Mrs. Louisa
Sniitli, Mrs. Kate L.

Simcox, ^Yilliam H.
Simcox, Mrs. Jane
Williams, Miss Annie E.

1861.

Albiuson, Mrs. M. A.

Everson, Mrs. Lettie

GrauH^", Mrs. Eliza

Hall, Edward
Jackson, Mrs. Sarah A.

Rassbach, John
Talmadge, Mrs. Frances

Young, John
Young, Mrs. Ann

1862.

Edwards, Mrs. Mary A.

Hague, IMiss Charlotte D.

Hewitt, Charles H.
Jaeger, ]Mrs. Frederica

Lind, Louis
Maxfield, Joseph B.

Meade, Mrs. Mary E.

1863.

Dick, Mrs. Ehza J.

Leopold, Mrs. Margaret
Taylor, James C.

Walker, Mrs. Sarah J.

Walker, Miss Elizabeth

Walker, Miss Mary A.

1864.

Brown, Mrs. Elizabetli

Fairbanks, Mrs. Mary F.

Garabrant, Mrs. Ainiie F.

Hague, Joseph P.

Maxtield, Mrs. Lucille D.

Eobinson, Miss Mary W.
Swiun, John W.
Smith, Mrs. Harriet
Wentzel, Mrs. Louisa
White, Miss Jane Ann
White, Miss Francis E.

Bl 1865.

^ Day, Isaac H.

5 Day, Mrs. Mary E.

Donnelly, Barney
Garabrant, David G.
Jackson, Miss Susan A.

Simcox, Mrs. M. A.

B
B
B
Bj
B'
B]
B

1866.

Baldwin, Samuel Sears

Baldwin, Mrs. Anna
Beck, Miss Mary
Berstecher, Charles G.

Cadmus, Wilhs H.
Cockefair, Mrs. Josephine A.

Everson, Jacob M.
Hall, James B.

Hall, Mrs. Almeda
Irvin, Miss Elizabeth B.

Koehler, Benjamin A.

Meade, Edmund G.

Rassbach, Miss Emma
Strang, Mrs. Annie M.
Swezey, John A.

Swezey, Mrs. H. J
Swain, William H.
Van DeWerken, Eldridge

VanDe Werken, Mrs. Jeu-

nette

Van DeWerken, Charles H.
Van De Werken, Miss Hat-

tie H.
Vorhees, Mrs. Roxanna
Weston, Mrs. Alice

1867.

Harvey, Mrs. M. Matilda
Maxfield, John F.

1868.

Barber, IVIrs. Emily M.
Condit, Miss Georgiana
Dodge, Mrs. Antoinette C.

Dodge, Robert J.

Esslinger, John
Garabrant, Gaven S.

Harvey, Ambrose F.

B
B
B
B
B
B

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
L
L
B
B
B
B
B
L
L
L
L

L
B

B
B
E

B
L

B
B
B
B
L
B
B
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Link, Mrs. Anna E. B
Sanxay, Joso})h F. L
Sanxay, Mrs. Agues L
Sanxay, Miss Agues L
Sanxay, Miss Anna L

18G9

Grosliong, Mrs. Mary E. L
Maxtiekl, Charles W. L
Maxfiel.l, :\Irs. Ellen S. L
Rowe, I\lrs. Mary Q. B
Stubbert, D.D., llev. William

F. L
Stubbert, Miss Mary W. L
White, Mrs. Lavinia B

1870.

Ashby, Mrs. Matilda B
Baxter, Mrs. J\lary H. B
Cook, Horace Ct. B
Fairbanks, Miss Hattie B
Fosueda, Mrs. Annie E. B
Fishei-, Mrs. Delia Matilda B
Garabrant, Miss Nancy B
Hargrave, Miss Nettie E. B
Hague, Mrs Eliza W. B
Pancoast, (jeorge W. B
Pancoast, ]VIrs. Sarah J. B
Pancoast, ]Miss Rachel A. B
Powers, Miss IMillie A. L
Swan, David E. L
Swan, Mrs. Mary B. L
Siualley, Mrs. Maria L
Spear, Mrs. Delia E. B
Stevenson, Mrs. Clara A. B
Weston, Charles William B

1871.

Anderson, John L
Anderson, Mrs. Frederica L
Porter Thomas L
Scott, Miss Sarah D. B
Way, James H. L
Wright, Mrs. R. Abigail A. L

1872.

Davison, iNIrs. Jane B ,

Deveau, Mrs. Jane A. B

Fay, Mrs. Rebscca L
Gilbert, Miss Annie E. B
Hall, Miss AUie C. B
Hutchison, Mrs. Jane E. B
Ludlow, Mrs. Margaret B
Marshall, John E
Marshall, Mrs. Mary C. B
Rowe, Miss Hattie M. B
Robinson, Miss Sarah L. B
Way, Mrs. Lucetta B
Watkins, Mrs. Anna W. L
^Miitney, Miss Carrie L. L

1873.

Crosson, Mrs. Ehzabeth M. B
Davis, George R. L
Davis, Miss Sarah E. L
Feruaid, Miss Anna L
Fernald, INliss Clara L
Hague, Miss Mary L. B
Holman, Charles L
Jones, Mrs. Ida C. L
Moore, Mrs. Sarah W. B
Piersou, Ernest F. B
Robinson, Miss Ella L. B
Stubbert, J. Edward B
Van Gieson, Halsey B
Van Gieson, Mrs. Amanda L

1874.

Ackerraan, Miss Catharine A. B
Beck, Miss Sophie B
Cadmus, Mrs. Cathalina B
Cadmus, Peter S. B
Cadmus, Robert E. B
Cadmus, Miss Maria E. B
Cameron, Miss Nellie B
Condit, .Mrs Anna E. B
Davis, Mrs. Marietta L
Ellinwootl, INIrs. Mary L
Fairbanks, Mrs. Kate C. B
Fairbanks, ]Miss Josie B
Groshong, Miss M. Nettie, B
Hague, William li. B
Henn, Miss Louisa C. B
Irvin, Miss Josie D. B
Kentz, Miss Mary J. B
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Lane, Artlmr
Lane, Mrs. Matilda
Lathrop, Miss Carrie

Leopold, Miss Maggie
Leo])old, John
Peclibam, Winfield S.

Powleson, Mrs. Sarah J
Eussell, Henrv
Kussell, Mrs. Mary C.

Russell, Cliarles G.
Simcox, Thomas
Simcox, Edward
Sigard, Miss Carolina
Van Cort, Miss Ella J.

1875.

Case, Miss Mattie,

1876.

Austin, Miss Harriet M.
Brown, Mrs. Henrietta

B

Butler, Edwin L
Butler, Mrs. Rebecca W. L
Green, Mrs. Eliza E
Harling, Miss Fanny D. B
Jacobus, Miss Anna A. B
Koehler, Miss Annie B
Lind, Mrs. Frances M. L
Mclver, Mrs. Sarah A. L

;
Oakley, Miss M. Jennie B
Oakley, Miss Annie B

! Rassbaeh, Henry B
Rassbach, Miss Annie C. B
Rayner, Miss Fanny L. L
Simons, Rev. Ezra D. L
Simons, Mrs. Jennie L
Van Gieson, Mrs. Emma K. L
Williams, Isaac P. E
Williams, Mrs. Matilda H, E
Willet, Miss Jennie T. B

Total membership December 1st, 1876 ........ 249

96063
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NAMES OF T^IEMBERS OF THE SABBATH SCHOOL,

DECEMBER 1st, 1876.

OFFICERS.

Hexky Russell, Superinlendenf.

DAYin G. Garabuant, A>;sislant Siipt. and Sec'y.

Edwin Butler, Treasurer.

Charles H. Van De Werken, Librarian.

Franiv H. Peckham, vl.s.sV Librarian.

TEACHERS AND SCHOLARS.

Heralds of the Cross—C. W. Maxfield, Teacher.

Miss Emma Rassbacb,

Mrs. Mary C. Russell,

" Lucetta War,

Miss Ella L. Robinson,

" Fannie D. Harliug,

Mrs. Helen M. Oakley,

Miss Clara Fernald,

Mrs. Lucille D. Maxtield,

" Frederica Anderson,

G. S. Garabraut,

H. E. Chute,

George W. White,

Ira W. Oakley,

C. H. Vreeland,

Chas. M. Smith,

Isaac Baldwin,

Mrs. Mary L Rowe,
" Kate L. Smith,
" Sarah A. Jackson,

Miss Susan A. Jackson,

" H;ittie Woods,

Mrs. Lavinia White,
" Carrie Maxfield,

Miss Fannie L. Raynor,

^Irs. Marietta Davis,

George Leopold,

Spencer Hall,

James H. Way,
Theodore B. Simcox,

John Anderson,

John Robinson,

Wright L Gilbert.

JuDSON Class—Mrs. P. A. Pierson, Teacher.

jVIiss Emma A. Williams,

IVIi's. ]\I. A. Simcox,
" Mary E. Swain,

" Harriet Baldwin,

Miss Mary Beck,

" P. L. Gill)ert,

" Annie E. Williams

Mrs. M. A. Albinson.
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Messengers of Peace—Rev. E. D. Simons, Teacher.

IMiss E. B. Trvin, Miss Geoi-gie Condit,
" Josie Fairbanks, " Ella J. Van Cort,
" Louisa C. II enn, " A. A. Brown.
" Sarah L. Robinson, " M. L. Watkins,
" Allie C. Hall, " Hattie M. Austin,
" A. E. Willet,

'•-

E. E. Gavabrant,
•' Kate Robinson, " Anna A. Jacobus.

Seekers After Truth—Miss K.\te E. Hunt, Teacher.

Nellie Cameron, Susie B. Condit,

Susie E. Davis, Sarah C. Cadmus,
iNIaria Cadmus, Katie B. Stimis,

E. G. Colson.

Morning Star Cl.\ss— Teacher.

Jennie T. Willet, Bertha Leu,

Annie R Gilbert, Carrie L. Robinson.

Young Disciples—Miss L. A. Watkins, Teacher.

Nettie Groshong, Libbie Harvey,

Lena Henn, Jennie Condit.

Star of Bethlehem Class—Miss Sarah E. Davis, Teacher.

Josie D. L'vin, Hattie Hampson,
Hattie Hall, Louise Finch.

Band of Hope—Miss Hattie F.airbanks, Teacher.

Ella Ritscher, Laura A". Robinson,

Jennie M. Maxfield, Nellie A. Baldwin,

Annie Koehler, Maggie Leopold,

Emma Cadmus.

Willing Workers—Miss Hattie H. Van De Werken, Teacher.

Mary Heckel, Sarah D. York,

Lilian Ciuisbrook, M. Jennie Oakley,

Annie Oakley, Mamie Koehler,

Ella Farrand.
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Lily of the Yali.f.y Class—Mlss Mart L. IlAGrE, Teacher.

Ida T. Edwards, Lina Swain,

Jennie Siincox, Lettie Devoe,

Eva Hall, Mary E. Hill,

Florence Post, Hattie F. Dauubacber.

Early Seekers—Miss Mary E, "Willet, Teacher.

Bertie E. Peckhani, Florence E. Hall,

Annie Davison, Annie A. Irvin,

Florence E. Pancoast, Alice A. Ashley.

Workers for Jesus—Miss Mary TV. Kobixson, Teacher.

Annie C. Rassbach, Florence Mclver,

Hattie A. Russell, Jessie Mclver,

Mag-gie Robinson, Cora B. Derby,

Ella Ward.

Little Pilgrims—Miss Anxa Fernald, Teacher.

Annie E. Baldwin, (]elia M. Edwards,

Eva Vreeland, Emma F. Thielfeldcr,

Clara E. Watkins, IMinnie Harrison,

Annie Bergfels.

Hammer Class—Jos. B. Maxfield, Teacher.

W. S. Peckham, Cbas. O. Heckel,

George Esslinger,
( C. E. MaxficUy

William Irvin, John Leopold.

Faithful Workers—Cteo. W. Paxcoast, Teacher.

James C. I'rown, Victor E. Wieden,

C. D. Brower, W. H. Brower,

W. J. Ferguson, Henry Leopold,

Louis Fox, Henry Brown.

Gleaners—Miss Mattie Case, Teacher.

Henry Rassbach, Henry Bergfels,

Chas. G. Russell.

Pearl Seekers—Geo. R. Davis, Teacher.

f John G. Maxfield,} Seymour E. Gilbert,

Jas. F. Percy, George Davison,
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Cheerful Givers—Edwin Butler, Teacher.

C. W. Osborne, Fred. Meckel,

G. M. Cadmus, Chas. Essliuger,

Stei^beu Jarrett, William Broimer,

"VVarreii L. Pancoast.

Little Wakrioks—Mrs. G. W. Pancoast, Teacher.

Charles Sommer, R. A. Powleson,

George Storms, Fred Storms,

Frank Leopold, Charles Smith.

INFANT DEPARTMENT
Buds of Promise Mrs. Martha M. Speer,

Miss A ngie A. Fisher
R, I Teachers.

AUie Edwards,

Annie Leopold,

Carrie Groshong,

Jennie Irvin,

Nellie Ellinwood,

Minnie Hill,

Katie B. Fairbanks,

Jessie Fairbanks,

Lizzie Rassbach,

Lao Simons,

Lillie Simons,

Eliza Cockefair,

Emma Ashbey,

Lizzie Hall,

Annie Donnelly,

Emma A. Price,

Katie Ellinwood,

Mary Corby,

Nettie Irvin,

(Edwin Maxfield,J

Everett Brown,

Harry Osborne,

Lemuel Osborne,

Joseph Wieden,

i

Amelia Heckel,

Bertie Powleson,

Jennie Pancoast,

Bertha Groshong,

Villie Dancer,

Minnie Peer,

Katie B. King,

Sophie Hall,

Isadora Ludlow,

Addie Butler,

Jennie Colfax,

May Masfield,;

Emma Essliuger,

Lizzie Essliuger,

Mamie Baldwin,

Minnie Price,

]May Donnelly,

Carrie Farrand,

Lavinia Harvey,

Nellie Corby,

Carrie Corby,

Eddie Heckel,

Frederick Causbrook,

Willie Causbrook,
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Eol,t. Percy,

Gussie Eassbacb,

Freddie Butler,

Gussie Ashby,

Harry Peer,

Eichnrd Colfax,

Henry Russell,

Isaac Fairbanks,

Ivobt. M. Ferguson,

Fiankie Storms,

Trinnie Fosneda,

James R. Smith,

John Browei',

"Willie Vreeland,

Walter Davison,

Frank Colfax,

( Howard Maxfield,^

Joseph R. Maxfield,

"Willie King,

Charles Akers.

Charles Ferguson,

^Villie Berijfcls.
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STATISTICAL RECORD OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.

* From November 2oth, 1851, the date of organization.

fTo December Ist, 1876.

INCKEASE. DECREASE.

YE.\E ENDING. a
'6

_, m Ol
en 1 5 —• CO

a:

(D

1 c3 ?? m

M
Ol
o IT ^1H ^ 1-1 (^ ft p W P^ c ^

13 13Dec. 31.st, 1851* Vi
'• '• 1852 4 12 11 27 1 1 39
" " 1853 1 26 7 31 4 1 5 68
" " 1854 10 7 17 3 1 4 81
•' •• 1855 13 7 20 3 1 2 6 !»5

'• " 1856 5 9 14 6 6 103
" '• 1857 5 4 9 12 2 2 16 ',»6

" " 1858 32 9 3 44 11 1 13 25 1!5
- " 1859 6 3 9 5 1 3 9 115
" " 1860 24 18 3 45 2 1 2 5 155
" " 1861 16 9 25 l(i 2 5 5 21 158
" " 1862 2 12 3 1 18 6 3 1 1 11 165
" " 1863 1 15 16 7 1 3 5 16 1(>5
'^ " 1864 ly 10 29 7 4 4 15 179
" " 1865 8 2 10 15 2 2 4 23 1()6
" " 1866 _3 30 9 3 45 2 1 3 6 205
" " 1867 1 1 1 3 8 4 12 196'

" " 1868 2 9 7 1 19 8 4 12 203
" " 1869 3 4 11 18 18 1 1 20 201
•' " 1870 18 4 22 5 3 1 4 13 '210

" " 1871 1 6 1 8 7 3 10 208
" " 1872 1 12 7 20 2 4 2 8 220
'' '- 1873 8 17 25 1 3 3 3 10 235
w <. 1874 24 14 38 19 1 7 27 2*6
w " 1875 1 1 10 1 11 1 236
w <. 1876t 3 1

9 11 23 4 4 2 10 219
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