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PREFACE

e RO =

I HAVE to apologise to the members of the Society
for the belated appearance of this volume, which
I had hoped and expected to have been able to
complete before the end of 1grx. The delays
which have occurred it has been impossible to
avoid. As was the case with Volume IV. I have
been solely responsible for this volume, except that
the papers from the Archives of the Hague come
from the collection translated and transcribed
for Dr. Gardiner.

I wish to express my thanks to Mr. A. C.
Dewar, R.N., of New College, who has enabled
me to correct a mistake in my last volume. He
points out that the Admiralty Committee of the
Council of State came to an end in December 1652,
not in 1653 as Mr. Oppenheim states in his Admin-
istration of the Royal Navy (p. 347). On Novem-
ber 23, 1652, a resolution was passed vesting the
powers of the Admiralty Committee in the Council
of State for the ensuing year (Commons’ Journal,
VII. 219), but on December g Whitelocke
reported a bill establishing Commissioners for
ordering and managing the affairs of the Admiralty.
It is natural to connect this change in the arrange-
ments with the defeat off Dungeness. The bill
which passed on December 14 (Commons’ Journal,
II. 227) provided for the appointment as
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Commissioners of two members of the Council of
State, two members of the House of Commons, and
two persons not belonging to either body, the
Generals at sea being also ex officio Commissioners.
The people originally appointed were Sir H.
Vane, J. Carew, R. Salwey, George Thomson,
J. Hunt, and J. Langley.

G Al
March 1912.

e
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THE

FIRST DUTCH WAR

R s .

PART XI

THE NORTHWARD CRUISE AND THE BATTLE
OF THE GABBARD

INTRODUCTION

THE three days’ running fight, which had begun off
Portland on Feb. 18, had undoubtedly gone in favour
of the English, but the victorious fleet had been left in a
condition scarcely more battle-worthy than that of their
adversaries and the encounter had been followed by a
period of suspended activity on both sides of the Channel.
Of the way in which this period had been spent and of
the efforts of both combatants to get ready to renew
the struggle, some account was given in the last Part ;
their net result had been that both Dutch and English
were ready to resume operations practically at the same
moment. On April 29, as Penn’s squadron was uniting off
the Isle of Wight with the Portsmouth ships under Deane
and Monck, Tromp, with seventy men-of-war (No. 1022,
V. B
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¢f. No. 1025), was making his way from the Meuse to the
Texel. His errand was to pick up a reinforcement under
de With and then to take under his charge the outward-
bound convoy of over 200 merchantmen, and escort
them out of the danger zone in which English interference
might be expected. His intentions are well explained
in his letter of May % (No. 1027). He had information
that the bulk of the English fleet—though Penn’s squadron
was well below the eighty sail at which his informants
estimated it—had left the Downs for the West, but it
was also reported that another squadron had sailed North-
ward, presumably to attack the large and very valuable
home-coming fleet under Commodore Antheuniszen.
No such movement had been made, but the basis
for this rumour may possibly be found in the move-
ments of Penn to cover the arrival of the colliers (¢f. In-
troduction to Part X.). Accordingly, though well aware
that the best protection for Dutch trade was the defeat
of the hostile fleet (¢f. Nos. 939 and 1000), Tromp re-
solved to proceed Northward to meet Antheuniszen's
convoy and bring it safely in, at the same time escorting
the outward-bound vessels well on their way. Thus it
came about that the encounter, which the English had
decided to seek out as soon as possible (c¢f. Jordan’s
Journal for May +%), did not take place till another
month had elapsed.

The union of the English squadrons had put Deane
and Monck at the head of a fleet of over eighty sail
(¢f. No. 1025), tolerably well found and supplied ; and,
although there are plenty of references in this Part to
administrative troubles, the importance attaching to
them is second to that of the actual movements. The
chief topics of this character are the supply of powder
(No. 1031), the deficiency of hammocks and other neces-
sities (Nos. 1026 and 1048), the need for separate vessels
for water (No. 1026), and the ever present difficulty of
getting a sufficient supply of men. It was mainly for
want of men that a larger force could not be provided
(¢f. No. 1051), for there were plenty more ships available.
In No. 1031 it is stated that some twenty more ships are
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nearly ready and will be sent out soon, especially if the men
of Badiley’s squadron, expected home from the Mediter-
ranean, will only arrive. But these men, when they did
arrive, proved a source of much trouble and disorder (No.
1049), and the efforts to get them to re-engage and man the
ships which Blake was to take out with him met with
much resistance and obstruction. In this connection the
long letter from Hewitt and Penny (No. 1034) should
be read ; it gives a most valuable account of the diffi-
culties encountered by the officers charged with the
impressment of mariners. Tolhurst, anothér of these
unfortunate officials, describes how the y ung men- of
Northumberland ran away into the country to avoid
impressment (No. 1039). The obstruction of the mayors
and other local officials is mainly to be ascribed to their
desire to carry on their own business unimpeded. Being
for the greater part merchants and traders, they were in
no hurry to strip their own ships of mariners for the
service of the State. Pecuniary profit meant more to
them than patriotism. However, it would seem that
on the whole the administrative work was fairly efficient ;
that the fleet was able, after the battle of June &4,
to remain on the Dutch coast is some proof of the success
with which the administrative problem had been tackled.

On the opposite side of the North Sea our enemies
were experiencing even greater difficulties than those
which confronted our admirals and officials. Tromp’s
letter of May #4 (No. 1037) is perhaps the best statement
of the shortcomings of the Dutch administration. Short-
age of provisions, an inadequate supply of water, no
spare tackle, several ships without a single clamp on
board to repair a mast shot through,’ not enough ammuni-
tion—a defect which was to prove of great consequence
in the battle of June Tr—75 (¢f. Nos. 1053 and 1086)—
these are his principal causes of complaint. Moreover,
despite the great importance which he always attached
to having plenty of fireships (cf. No. 1002), of the twenty-
four vessels of this class for which he had asked only
five had been supplied, and of these one was quite unfit
for sea, as she proved by going to the bottom off the
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coast of Norway on May fth (¢f. No. 1036). Moreover,
when Tromp appeared off the Texel on May v, he found
to his disappointment the great majority of the ships there
not yet ready for sea (No. 1035), so that he had to sail
off without them, and it was not till his return from the
Shetlands that he was reinforced up to a total of over
100 sail (Nos. 1037 and 1045). Thus had he been
brought to action by the English in the course of his
Northern cruise he would certainly not have been in a
numerical superiority, having seventy-seven warships
(No. 1035) to eighty (No. 1025). Reinforcements
joined Monck’s flag before the end of May (No. 1048), so
that in the actual battle of June % the forces were again
approximately equal (No. 1053), Tromp stating his own
force as ninety-eight war-ships and six fire-ships, his
enemy at ninety-five to a hundred. This figure does not
coincide exactly to any of the other estimates,! except
that of the French news-letter (No. 1088) which is ap-
parently based on his own dispatch, but one may perhaps
accept it as the most authoritative. As to the reinforce-
ment brought up by Blake the estimates vary enormously.
Jordan puts it at seven or eight, and his authority is
probably better than that of the news-letters, whose
figures range between thirteen (No. 1084), twenty-one
(No. 1073), twenty (No. 1088), and thirty-six (No. 1087).
Of the occurrences between Tromp’s departure for
the Shetlands and the encounter between the fleets on
June % there is plenty to be gathered from the docu-
ments included in this Part. The journals of de Ruijter
(No. 1087) and Jordan (No. 1090) supply the story of
the wanderings of the two main fleets. Tromp’s own
letters also a1e pretty full. On May 1 the English stopped
some Hamburgers off Calais (No. 1025), from whom
they learnt that Tromp had been only a few miles South
! Penn’s list (Appendix I, ¢f. pp. 16~20) names 105 vessels apart
from those under Blake; No. 1084 puts the Dutch at 107, the
English at 110; No. 1087 gives the numbers as 108 and go, the
latter figure being of course exclusive of Blake’s reinforcement ;
Jordan puts the Dutch as go, but never gives the numbers of the
English ; de Ruijter (No. 108g), while giving no figure for the
Dutch, says that the English were 96 with 6 small vessels.
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of the Texel two days before. On this a council was
held on board the General’s flagship and it was  unani-
mously resolved ’ that the fleet should cross at once
to Holland and ‘fight them on their own coast.’ By
May +% Monck was off the Texel, but just too late to
catch Tromp. It would seem that the margin by which
a meeting was missed was very small (¢f. No. 1030
and Jordan’s account), indeed "de Ruijter speaks of
Tromp hearing guns on the 4th. These must have been
those fired by the English fleet in effecting the capture
of some forty or fifty fishing-vessels, whose crews were
landed under a pledge not to serve again against the
Commonwealth, If Tromp did hear these guns, it is a
little difficult to understand, in face of his expressed
anxiety to fight the English, why he did not return.
Probably the presence of his convoy is a sufficient explana-
tion. But the noteworthy point about the episode is the
indication it affords of the very indifferent scouting of
both sides, a factor which helps to explain the long
delay before the fleets met. The art of obtaining in-
telligence was only in its most elementary stages, or
the battle of June 2 might well have taken place some
weeks earlier, and it is clear that on more than one
occasion in the subsequent operations the fleets cannot
have been many miles apart. Nor was there anything
to choose between the two combatants in this respect.
Tromp’s letter of May 4 (No. 1035) shows that he
was completely without intelligence of the enemy’s posi-
tion or designs, so that his plans had to be based on
conjectural data only.

When it became clear that the Dutch fleet was gone
from the Texel a council of war was held (May 5) at
which it was resolved to follow them Northward. This
decision of course implied that the English were not in a
position to profit by the fact that, as the result of their
unreadiness, the Dutch had left a detachment in the Texel
isolated and exposed, the destruction of which would
have been a most useful achievement. But without
troops to capture the fortifications behind which F lorissen’s
eighteen ships were sheltering this was out of the question ;
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by itself the English fleet could do nothing. The co-
operation of naval and military forces and their power
to supplement each other was as little understood as the
art of gaining intelligence, and this being so the pursuit
of Tromp was the natural course to adopt, even if the
chances of finding the enemy were not very promising.
If the English had nearly missed Tromp in February
as he came up the narrow waters of the Channel, a pursuit
over the far wider North Sea would probably prove
fruitless, unless a better system of gaining intelligence
could be devised. However, the course usually taken
by vessels coming home ‘ Northabout’ was a matter of
common knowledge, and by making for well-known
landfalls like the Shetlands the English might hope to
light on their quarry. To pursue was then the obvious
course. But it may well be argued that, even if without
troops nothing could be accomplished against the ships in
the Texel, it might have been wiser to have remained off
the Dutch coast and awaited Tromp’s return. This
would have prevented that development of great activity
among the Dutch privateers which followed on the
departure of the main fleets for the Northward (No. 1032),
and would have subjected the Dutch coast to the incon-
veniences of blockade and offered a very good prospect
of catching Tromp when he came back with the home-
ward-bound convoy. However, it was decided to go after
him at once, and by May 4§ the fleet was off Aberdeen
(No. 1033), Tromp being then off the Shetlands. Here
on May 3} he parted company with the outward-bound
merchantmen (No. 1035) and stood across towards the
Norwegian coast in the hopes of meeting Antheuniszen.
This carried him out of the path of Monck, who was ‘ near
Fairy Isle ’ on the 3% and put into Bressa Sound in theé
Shetlands next day to replenish his water. Thence he
sailed again on the }§th, E.S.E., for ‘the Riff,’ in search
of Tromp, changing course to the Southward on
Jor2 and arriving off the Scheldt on the evening of Toru
(¢f. Jordan’s account.) Tromp meanwhile had come
across his convoy and brought it in safety to the Texel on
May %§, though much troubled by the indiscipline of the
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merchant captains, whose disregard of his instructions
completely upset all his arrangements for their protection
(No. 1037).

At the Texel Tromp found Florissen and seventeen
vessels ready for sea, a reinforcement which brought
him up to a total of 103 sail, of which six were quite
small and five fire-ships (c/. No. 1045). Thus reinforced
he was most anxious to fight. ‘It behoves us to attack
the English, the sooner the better,” he had written on

May 4 (No. 1037), and on %‘l—,‘;—”j;” he appeared off Dover
(Nos. 1038 and 1045) only to find the Roads prac-
tically empty, for Badiley and the Straits fleet, whom
he had hoped to catch, were already gone on up the
river to Chatham and beyond. A good deal of ammunition
was expended to very little purpose in an action with the
Castle and other fortifications, and the Dutch finally
made off, having achieved no more than the capture
of a few small merchant-ships, for the frigate Drake,
which had been run ashore on Tromp’s entering the Roads,
was subsequently refloated (cf. No. 1038). At the time
Tromp appeared off Dover Monck was off the Texel,
‘ plying to and fro between this place and the Vlie,” but on
the 27th it was decided to cross to Yarmouth in the
hopes of effecting a junction with ‘ about twenty sail of our
men-of-war, supposed to be thereabouts’ (¢f. Jordan).
It is noticeable that scouts were to be left off the Texel and
Meuse to give intelligence of the enemy’s movements.
The result of this move was that on May 29 the fleet was
off Yarmouth, ‘ hasteing away to the Southward,’ and that
May 31 found them off Dunwich, where they got news of
Tromp having been off the Long Sand Head the previous
evening.! Tromp had had news on the 28th of the English
having been off the Texel on the 25th (No. 1045) and was
accordingly making his way towards them ; on the even-
ing of the 29th he was off Walcheren, and hearing there
that the English were only ten miles off due W.N.W.
shaped his course W. and W. by S. for the Thames in

! De Ruijter’s Journal shows that the Dutch were actually off
the North Foreland.
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the hopes of finding them. On June {4 contact was at
last established, the English, who had left Solebay about
6 A.M., sighting the enemy’s fleet four leagues to leeward
(t.e. SE., ¢f. Jordan for June 4%) about 2 p.M. The
fleet seems to have been somewhat scattered, as Jordan
speaks of staying awhile for those astern to come up, and
the leeward tide coming Monck anchored for the night
‘about two miles without the South head of the Gable.’!

The battle, which began on the following morning and
finished on June 1% with the retreat of Tromp’s shattered
fleet into the Wielings, was in a sense the decisive
encounter of the war. The fleets engaged were far stronger
than they had been on any previous occasion and there
was no question about the results. The Dutch had
got off from the Kentish Knock without a very heavy
casualty list, and if they had lost heavily in the Three
Days’ Battle, Tromp had contrived to save the bulk of
his convoy. But off the Gabbard, the name by which
the battle of June {5 is perhaps most satisfactorily
described, they really suffered heavily, and it is some
indication of the severity of the reverse that they were
in consequence forced to take refuge in harbours
which the English proceeded to blockade. Tromp could
not even console himself with the reflection that the
English victory had been dearly bought. But the
battle has a more particular interest inasmuch as it
was the first fought since the issue of the Fighting Instruc-
tions of March 29. Without the knowledge that these
instructions had been issued one might hesitate about
hazarding a theory as to the tactics of the battle. But
with the principles inculcated therein as a foundation, the
little scraps of evidence, which are all that one has, do
become of some value. The statement in the news-letter
(No. 1080) that ‘ having the wind ’ the English ‘stayed
on a tack for half an hour till they could put themselves
into the order in which they meant to fight, which was
in file at half-cannon-shot,’” cannot be cavalierly dismissed

! The Gabbard Shoal, the most Northerly and Easterly of the
banks at the mouth of the Thames, about fifty miles due East of
Harwich.
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as an anachronism when it is taken in conjunction with
clauses 3 and 7 of the Instructions of March 29. Similarly
Lyons’ statement that the fleet ‘did work together in
better order and seconded one another’ (No. 1063) and
the passage in the report of the Royalist intelligencer
(No. 1074) about the English being ‘in excellent order,’
mean a good deal more when one has a definitely
prescribed order laid down in which the squadrons were
to be formed. There is also a passage in Jordan’s
Journal (June ¢4) which indicates that attention was
being paid to keeping some formation and not going into
battle anyhow. And if the majority of the accounts
say nothing of the formation of the fleet, too much
must not be made of this silence. It is at most a lack
of evidence for the use of line-ahead, not positive evidence
of any other formation or absence of formation. That
the whole fleet was in one close-hauled line is hardly
to be regarded as established; it was more probably
by squadrons that the lines were formed or perhaps
even by the subdivisions of the squadrons. But one may
fairly believe that this battle must have seen some
attempt at the formation prescribed in the Fighting
Instructions, and as such it marks a distinct epoch in the
history of naval tactics.

Of the various accounts of the battle that of Lyons
(No. 1062) is the fullest, but it can be supplemented and
expanded from the other sources. Monck and Blake were
not men to dilate upon the methods by which the victory
had been won. Content to have been victorious they
were more concerned with the following up of their success
and with the making good of the losses incurred than with
dwelling on the details of the fight (¢f. Nos. 1055,
1061, 1069). Tromp’s letters (¢f. Nos. 1053, 1056) give a
little more information, but his fullest account of
the fight is contained in a dispatch of June i1, the
original of which is not among the papers copied for
Dr. Gardiner from the Archives of the Hague, when
he started publishing these volumes. It has been
necessary, therefore, to refer to the version of it in Aitzema?

! Saken der Staet en Oorlogh, Vol. I1I. p. 821.
V. C
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which is given as an Appendix to this Introduction.!
From the various news-letters and personal letters one
gathers a variety of information of a more or less
authentic character, but when all the evidence has
been collected and sifted the actual details of the
manceuvres remain somewhat obscure.

Though the English, on finding at daybreak they
had the wind (No. 1055), at once stood towards the Dutch,
who on their part were doing their best to beat up towards
them (cf. Ruijter’s Journal), the wind was so light that
it was eleven o’clock 2 before action was joined. Tromp
describes the English (¢f. p. 21) as having come down
in three squadrons, ‘ sailing free at a good distance apart,
in order, as it seemed, to enclose us in a half-moon,” but
that when they found the Dutch in good order and
awaiting them they drew nearer together.

This account of Tromp’s might seem inconsistent with
the statement made by Lyons that by the time the
wind failed the fleets had got near together and the
Dutch ‘stood lashing away '3 (c¢f. Gardiner, Common-
wealth and Protectorate, II1. p. 35). The probability is,
however, that the two statements refer to different phases,
though if Tromp was awaiting the enemy in good order he
may very likely have been hove to, in which case his ships
would probably have drifted a little to leeward : certainly
the fact that Lawson’s squadron was the first to be heavily
engaged looks as if the two fleets had approached each
other at a somewhat acute angle. Anyhow, after the
cannonade at fairly long range had gone on for some little
time, Lawson seems to have drawn sufficiently near to
the Dutch to become sharply engaged with de Ruijter,
whereupon a shift of the wind to the Eastward gave
Tromp the weather-gage for the moment. Quick to
profit by this, he had his ships ‘ turned round to catch

! Vide infra, pp. 21-24.

? No. 1070 says ten o’clock, de Ruijter puts it at twelve, but
the majority of the accounts agree to eleven or soon after.

® ILe. ‘lasking;’ that is to say ‘going large,” which in this case
would have amounted to keeping away in a more or less slanting
direction, so as to keep the English longer under fire.
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the wind, in order to cut off this squadron’ (¢f. Appendix
IL.), apparently by interposing his own division between
Lawson and Monck who, with the Red squadron, was to
starboard and now to leeward of the Blue. This took place
some two or three hours after the beginning of the fight
(¢f. Jordan), but, despite Tromp’s quickness and *the
good order and politic working ’ of the Dutch to which
Rowland Bevan testifies (No. 1071), they were unable
to profit much by the chance. Tromp seems to have
managed to close on Lawson before the Red squadron
could fill the gap, but Monck and Penn were not long
about getting to close action and Tromp’s adroit move
was foiled.

Before long, too, the English seem to have recovered
the wind (No. 1071, cf. 1062), and Tromp himself admits
that the Dutch were thrown into confusion by the English
attacking again. Lyons, on the other hand, seems to
represent the change of wind to the Eastward as occurring
after the main body had come to Lawson’s assistance
and caused Tromp to sheer off ; but it is clear that Tromp
failed to crush Lawson and that the engagement became
general.!  According to several accounts the English
avoided coming to very close quarters, evidently pre-
ferring to rely on their superiority in gunfire than to
board (cf. Nos. 1065, 1074, 1080, 1084). Anyhow there is
a substantial agreement that (No. 1062) by six o’clock or
so after a vigorous and stoutly contested action the Dutch
were in full retreat, in close order (¢f. G. Penn, 1. 495),
the English following and picking up such vessels as
‘fell asunder’ disabled (c¢f. No. 1065). One Dutch
vessel at least had blown up, Tromp and de Ruijter
both admit that another had sunk.

But the fight was not over yet. Tromp was short of

'It may have been when the battle was to some extent
degenerating into a confused melée that there took place the en-
counter between Tromp and Penn (¢f. G. Penn, I. 491) in which
Tromp is said to have blown up his deck to repel boarders. Mr.
Gardiner (Vol. III. p. 38) attributes this incident to the second
days’ fighting, but it is impossible to determine which is correct,
and Tromp, while admitting damage to the Brederode (No. 1056),
does not mention the incident.

Cc 2
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powder (No. 1053), partly owing to the injudicious
manner in which it had been wasted at Dover! (No. 1086),
but his courage was unabated and he was as determined
to renew the action as was Monck. ‘I purpose to make
one more sharp attack,” he had written on the evening
of June 2 (No. 1053), and on the next morning the action
was soon resumed. Once again the English had the
wind (No. 1056), though it was but light (No. 1061), and
again from about noon till four the fleets were hotly
engaged. Tromp in his letter of June 4 (No. 1056)
describes how a calm prevented an attempt which he
was making to get to windward and attack the English
in the centre, and this is borne out by the longer account
quoted from Aitzema (p. 22) and by No. 1065, which
describes the action as fought out at long range. No.
1074 testifies to the superiority of the English artillery
(¢f. No. 1086), but it is clear that the action was again
stubbornly contested. It would seem from Jordan’s
account (c¢f. No. 1080) that during the second day Tromp
was retreating all the time towards the coast, making
a running fight of it; that gradually the Dutch began to
fall into disorder and some of their captains to make off.
This is borne out by Tromp’s own account (cf. p. 22).
The English then pressed hard on them and, in Lyons’
words, ‘had the harvest and gleaning of the vintage.’
But, as so often in the course of these wars, the Dutch
were able to profit by the sands along their coast, to
‘go where we cannot follow him, like the Highlanders
to the mountains’ (Lyons). The wind was by this
time blowing pretty fresh, and with night coming on
Monck ‘durst not be too bold’ and had to draw off
and anchor. What seems to have been the last
blow to the Dutch was the arrival of Blake (No. 1084)
with a reinforcement variously estimated, but in
any case sufficient to take away all hopes of success.
Several captains promptly took to flight, and Tromp’s

! One may compare the similar plight of the Anglo-
Dutch at the battle of Malaga, where many ships ran out of
ammunition owing to their lavish use of it at the bombardment
of Gibraltar.
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retreat behind the sand banks was a confession of
defeat.

The various estimates of the respective losses of the
combatants differ enormously. Tromp admits a loss
of six or seven ships (No. 1056), but this is clearly under
the mark. Jordan puts the first day’s Dutch loss at
three or four, the second at thirteen, which agrees fairly
well with the ‘ twenty, of which two vice-admirals, two
rear-admirals ’ of Lyons and with the figures given in the
list of Dutch prizes (No. 1064), by Kelsey (No. 1068),
Greene (No. 1067), Wilson (No. 1068), and Whitting
(No. 1070). There is a similarity between these last
statements which may perhaps be attributed to a common
source of information, though it does not follow that
this need have been inaccurate. Six sunk, two blown
up and eleven taken is Stayner’s story (No. 1077). There
seems no reason not to accept the figures given in No. 1064
as probably accurate, for one hears of the prizes as
about equal in number to the twelve disabled English
ships (Nos. 1076 and 1077) and the list in the Thurloe
Papers (cf. footnote to No. 1056) is very specific, adding
fourteen names to the seven given by Tromp. Apart
from the losses in ships the Dutch crews must have
suffered heavily, though the only figure given—S8oo0
killed—is in a document of no very great authority
(No. 1087). However, a large number of accounts (Nos.
1064, 1076 and 1077) agree in putting the prisoners at
1300 or more—Jordan goes as high as 1400—and one may
fairly conjecture that the other casualties can hardly
have been less. On the English side there were no ships
lost, and though the names of twelve ships are given
which had to be sent in as ‘lamed and disabled * (No. 1072)
none of them were very large, and the statement that
the English ships were ‘on the whole little damaged’
(No. 1068) is borne out by the fact that the fleet ‘ was
left in a good posture to follow the enemy and keep the
sea’ (Lyons). There seems no reason not to accept as
authentic the 126 killed and 236 wounded given in
No. 1064 and supported by several other versions.
These casualties included only one person of note, but
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that was one of the Generals, Deane having been killed
by the first broadside. The story of how Monck, on
seeing his colleague fall, threw his cloak over the body
lest the news of Deane’s death should get about and
discourage the crew, is of course familiar. It does not
appear in any of the documents in this collection, though
it appears in Colliber’s Columna Rostrata (p. 124), and
Heath adds that Monck had the corpse removed very
promptly to the cabin. One hears of the Resolution as
having had sixteen killed and eight wounded, but the
Triumph had only five casualties, and few vessels seem
to have lost more than a very few men.

The fight then had gone definitely in favour of the
English, despite all the skill and gallantry’ with which
Tromp had struggled. But it was not so much to their
slight superiority in numbers, an advantage which only
became considerable when Blake’s fresh squadron arrived,
by which time the fate of the battle had clearly been
decided already, that they owed their victory as to the
greater weight of their metal (No. 1086) and to the evident
improvement in tactics. The Dutch are reported- to
have wished to board but to have been unable to do so
in the face of the heavy fire of their enemies (No. 1086),
and the enormous number of guns carried in proportion to
the complements may be taken as at least some indica-
tion of the importance attached to volume of fire in the
English fleet. One noteworthy point is the complaint
(No. 1086) of the narrowness of the English gun-ports,
which greatly restricted the arc over which the guns
could be trained, but despite this there is ample testimony
to the impression made on the Dutch by the English
gunnery (No. 1074) and to the depression which prevailed
in the defeated fleet. Indeed one may fairly say that
it was not so much in the actual damage inflicted on the
Dutch ships and crews but in the depression of their morale
that the importance of Monck’s victory lay. But the
most conclusive proof of its character was the decision of
the victorious commanders to remain upon the Dutch
coast and ‘range along’ it, ‘ the better to improve the
present victory God has given us.” The ships which had
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suffered most in the battle, some ten or eleven in number,
were sent home with the prizes, wounded, and prisoners,
and a few vessels which were specially foul were sent in to
clean at Harwich, but Monck and Blake had the bulk of
the fleet available to establish a fairly close blockade
of the Dutch ports, the effects of which were not slow to
make themselves felt in a country as dependent upon
maritime commerce as were the United Netherlands. Of
this blockade and of the efforts of the Dutch to shake
themselves free the next Part gives some account.
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APPENDIX 1.

4 LIST OF THE COMMONWEALTH'S NAVY

In their expedition in May 1653,
of the Right Honourable Colonel

Colonel George Mo
with the names of

and the number of men and

at that memorable

AT SEA.
From G. PeEnn.?

under the command
Richard Deane and
Admirals. Together
anders of the paid fleet,
guns which every ship carried,
the June 4%, 1653.

nck, Generals and
all the Comm

fight on

THE FIRST SQUADRON.

The Red Standard flag under the squadronal command
of the Generals above expressed.

Ship., Commander, ‘ Men. Guns,
Resolution The Generals 550 88
Advice Jer. Smith . ! 180 42
Sapphire . Nicholas Heaton . 140 38
Pelican ! Peter Mortham 180 40
Golden Fleece . Nic. Forster 180 44
Society Nic. Lucas . 140 44
Martin ! John Vesey . Qo 14
Fortune (F.S.) . Humphry Morris . 30 10
Worcester George Dakins 220 50
Diamond William Hill 180 42
Marmaduke Edward Blagg 160 42
Mermaid John King . 100 26
Loyalty John Limbry 150 34
Malaga Merchant Henry Collins 140 36
Fox (F.S.) : Cornelius 30 10
Renown (F.S.) . James Salmon 30 10

! London : printed by M. Simmons and are to be sold at his house

in Aldersgate Street, a
the Royal Exchange.

nd by Thos. Jenner at the South Entrance of
1653.
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The Vice-Admiral’s Division.

Ship. Commander. Men Guns,

Triumph . James Peacock (Vice- 350 62
Admiral)
Adventure Robert Nixon 160 40
Bear Francis Kirby 200 46
Hound Jonah Hide . 120 36
London Arthur Browne 200 40
Mary Henry Maddison . 120 37
Laurel John Stokes 200 48
Providence John Pearce 140 33
Heart’s Ease Thomas Weight . 150 36
Ann and Joyce William Pile 119 34
Hannibal . . | William Haddock - 180 44
Thomas and William | John Jefferson 140 36
The Rear-Admiral’s Division.

Ship. Commander, Men Guns,

Speaker Saml. Howett (Rear- 300 56
Admiral)

Guinea Edmond Curtis 150 34
Violet Henry Southwood 180 40
Falmouth g . | John Jeffery 100 26
Hamburgh Merchant | William Jessell . 110 34
Sussex L Roger Cuttance . 180 46
Tiger Gabriel Sanders . 170 40
Sophia Robert Kirby 160 38
Fair Sisters Robert Becke 120 30
Pheenix Henry Eaden 120 34
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THE SECOND SQUADRON.

The English Colours and White Flags, committed to
the conduct of William Penn, Esq., Vice-Admiral of
England and Admiral of the White.

Ship. Commander. Men, Guns.
James . : . | William Penn (Admiral) | 360 66 |
Ruby & 5 . | Robert Sanders . 3 180 42 |
Foresight A . | Richard Stayner . 3 180 42
Anne Piercy . . | Thomas Hare . 4 120 33
Exchange 5 . | Henry Tedman . g 100 30
Richard and Martha . | Eustace Smith . ! 180 46
Lisbon Merchant . | Simon Baily A 2 160 38
Lion 3 : . | John Lambert . : 220 50
Assistance . . | William Crispin . . 180 40
Portsmouth . . | Robert Dornford . 3 170 38
Peter ( . . | John Littleton . . 100 32
Merlin . ) . | George Crapnell . s 90 12
Sarah ! 3 . | Francis Steward . 5 140 34
Falcion (F.S.) . ) 30 10

The Vice-Admiral’s Division.

Ship, Commander. ' Men. Guns,

Victory . 3 . | Lionel TLane (Vice- 300 60
Admiral)

Expedition 2 . | Thomas Vollis . 4 140 32
Middleboro 3 . | Thomas Withing . 3 120 32
Exchange 4 . | Jeffery Dare 3 5 120 32
Prudent Mary . . | John Taylor b . 100 28
Centurion d . | Walter Wood 3 K 200 42
Gilly Flower . . | John Hayward . 5 120 32
Raven . § . | Robert Taylor . 3 140 38
Globe 3 5 . | Robert Coleman . . 110 30
Thomas and Lucy . | Andrew Rand . : 125 34
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The Rear-Admiral’s Division.

Ship. Commander. Men. Guns,

Andrew Thomas Graves (Rear-| 360 56
Admiral)

Crown : F. Thompson 140 36
Princess Maria . Saite Hanley ; 170 38
Reformation Anthony Erning . 160 40
Industry . Ben. Salmon Y 100 30
Assurance Phillip Hollands . 160 36
Duchess . Richard Seafield . 90 24
Waterhound Gyles Shelly 120 30
Pearl James Cadman 100 26

THE THIRD SQUADRON.

The Blue Flags, commanded by John Lawson, Rear-
Admiral of England and Admiral of the Blue.

Ship, Commander. Men, Guns,
George . : John Lawson 350 58
Great President Francis Park s 180 40
Success William Kendall . 150 38
Qak § ; . | John Edwin 120 32
Eastland Merchant . | John Walters . 110 32
Samaritan Shadrach Blake . 120 30
Kentish Joe Reynolds 180 50
Nonsuch Thomas Penrose . 170 40
Welcome John Harman 200 40
Brazil Thomas Heath 120 30
Adventure 3 Edward Greene 160 38
Hunter (F.S.) . 30 10
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The Vice-Admiral’s Division.

Ship. Commander, Men. Guns,

Vanguard. Joseph Jordan (Vice- 390 56
Admiral)
Dragon John Seaman 260 38
Paul Anthony Spatchurt 120 38
Crescent . Thomas Thorowgood . 115 30
Benjamin . Robert Sparks 120 32
Roebuck . Henry Fenn 100 30
Entrance . Richard Newbery 200 43
Convert Philip Githings 120 32
Gift 3 Thomas Salmon . 130 34
Samuel Talbot . Joseph Ames 110 30
King Ferdinando Richard Paine 140 36
The Rear-Admiral’s Division.

Ship, Commander, Men, Guas,

Rainbow . Will. Goodson (Rear- 300 58
Admiral)

Amity . 5 Henry Pack 150 36
Aims of Holland Francis Mardrig . 120 34
Jonathan . Robert Graves 110 30
William and John Nathaniel Jesson 120 36
Blossom Nathaniel Cock 110 30
Convertine Anthony Joyn 210 44
Dolphin Robert Davis 120 30
Tulip Joseph Cubitt 120 32
Dragoneare Edward Smith . 110 32
Nicodemus William Ledgart . 40 12

The total of shi

of guns, 3,840.

Besides these there have come to the fleet and with
General Blake other ships, above twenty since the draft
of this list, whose names and number of

given at present.

ps in the fleet, 105; of men, 16,269 ;

guns cannot be



THE BATTLE OF THE GABBARD 21

APPENDIX II.

June i, 1653. TROMP'S ACCOUNT OF THE
BATTLE OF THE GABBARD:

After we had sought for the enemy upon different
rumours, which represented them as off the river of
London, Margate, the Downs and Dover, getting in-
telligence that they had let themselves be seen before
the Vlie and elsewhere on our coasts, at last on the
morning of the 12th? we caught sight of the enemy’s fleet,
about 100 big war ships, more or less, right in the wind
which was N. by E. The enemy, for a long time drove
down upon us, we doing our best to beat up towards
them. Finally they separated into three squadrons,
a battle3 and two wings, sailing free at a good distance
apart in order, as it seemed, to enclose us in a half-
moon. Then, perceiving that we awaited them in
good order, they again approached nearer each other,
just coming within shot at eleven in the morning. General
Deane then prepared to attack us, which he did furiously,
and we defended ourselves according to our duty. In
the midst of the fight it fell calm, and the enemy’s Blue
squadron was somewhat separated from the main body
and the wind changed a little, so that our ships were
turned round to catch the wind, in order to cut off this
squadron. The enemy, perceiving this, took all pains
to join one another, but before that could be well accom-
plished, we were strongly engaged with the Blue squadron.
Whilst we were fighting we fell off into the middle
of their main body and passed through it, so that both
the fleets were fighting very hard and surrounded by
a cloud of smoke until sunset. The enemy having
tacked to the North we lay to the South, separating

! From Aitzema, Saken der Staet en Qorlogh, 111, 821,
ZENS:
3 I.e. centre.
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a little from each other in order to repair damages as
far as was possible, and there was no more firing.

About an hour after sunset, the enemy being for the
most part outside gunshot, a cannon shot was fired from
the ship of Captain Cornelis van der Velsen and the vessel
blew up with most of its crew, apparently owing to
carelessness in that they had not properly looked after
the powder, for five men who were saved did not know
how to explain how the fire reached the ammunition.
There was also lost in the heat of the struggle Captain
Joost Bulter of the Town and Country which went down
with about thirty men, the rest being saved by Captain
Willem van der Zaen, who was next to the sinking ship,
and that evening the enemy’s fleet was reinforced by six
or seven ships, some say by more.

On the morning of the 13th there was a light breeze
from W.S.W. and the enemy was to the W.N.W., having
the wind of us. We did our best to work to the South-
ward, in order to get the wind of them. About 8 o’clock
the leading ships of the enemy began to fire upon us and
by 10 o’clock, Dunkirk being then S.S.E. of us, we
seemed to be to windward of the greater part of their ships
and to be able to cut off a good portion of them. Accord-
ingly we tacked towards them and were beginning to
engage, but the wind dropping it became very still and we
fell short of their fleet so that they got the advantage
of the wind. Then about 11 o’clock their fleet, being
again reinforced by a party of fresh ships, fell very
vigorously upon ours, so that we were compelled to
close up our main body and to defend ourselves, which
the flag officers and some of the private captains did,
but our ships being for the most part very small and
light, the greater number, crowding upon one another,
gave way before the enemy’s attack, although the
Admiral had given special directions both by written
orders and repeated verbal admonitions that under
all circumstances we should conduct ourselves as good
soldiers and sailors. He sent his sloop through the fleet
to repeat his orders to them to keep out of the way of
each other’s shots and to get out into the open.
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About mid-day it was reported to us that the ship
of Captain Schellinger, which had had her main top-mast
shot away on the previous day and was now being
towed by another vessel, had broken loose and after the
most part of her crew had escaped out of her had been
left to drift and had got in among the enemy and was
seen to be set on fire by them. Captain Gideon Verburgh
also, having had his rudder shot away, in consequence
fell into the middle of the enemy’s fleet and after a long
resistance was overpowered. It was also reported that
the ship the Sun, a Directors’ ship from Enkhuijsen
commanded by Captain Jacob Duijm, had been captured.

Towards evening the enemy was again reinforced
by several ships of war, among whom there was a fourth
admiral, who it was said it was known was Admiral Blake,
and being thus strengthened attacked us most furiously
and our ships closing in on each other as has been
described, four of them getting in confusion ran on
board each other. These were the ships of Captains
Coenders of Harlingen, of Cornelis Louwenz, a Directors’
ship of Amsterdam, and of Hendrick Pieters, a Directors’
ship of Edam, together with a fourth which it has not
been possible to identify. They fell among the enemy’s
fleet and three of them were taken, but Coenders broke
loose and remained with our fleet.

About sunset the ship Westergo, commanded by
Lieutenant Tymon Claesz of Harlingen, having tacked
in the enemy’s direction, came within short range of
the enemy, and so surrendered without resistance.
The fire-ship commanded by Jacob Adriaenz was set on
fire unnecessarily and let drift. That of Commander
Jacob Dirckz Stros was let drift, her commander reported
that she had received shots under water. About an hour
after sunset, when it began to get dark, the enemy
began to draw somewhat away from us and to retreat
towards the North, assembling their fleet together. We
then shaped ovr course E. by S. until about midnight,
when we came to anchor.

On the 14th in the morning we saw Ostend lying
S.S.E. of us, the enemy being out to sea. All the flag-
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officers and captains having come on board it was found
that, besides the vessels sunk, taken and blown up, there
was still a number missing, according to the list of
present and absent given to the Deputies of their H.M.
It was found, moreover, that many ships were disabled,
and the greater number had run out of ammunition.
Accordingly we with one accord decided to betake our-
selves within the banks of the Wielings, in order to inform
their H.M. of our defeat and to take refuge, and
there to wait for the Commissaries of their H.M. and
with them those of the various Boards of Admiralty
and of the Chambers of Directors in order that each of
them should look to the state of his own ships and the
requirements of the same, and upon orders from the
Deputies of their H.M. to repair the ships and to make
all necessary provision required to make them efficient
again and fit for service, and to carry out such further
orders as by the above-mentioned Deputies of their H.M.
shall be given.

That night the water in the ship Brederode, despite
pumping and bailing, rose to a height of five to five-and-
a-half feet and reached the powder-magazine, so that
she was in great danger of sinking, and when this was
known we found two shot-holes deep under water, made
by twelve-pounders, into which we put wads. About
8 o’clock we lifted our anchors and let drive and repaired
everything we could in order to sail with the other ships.
Then about 6 o’clock in the afternoon we came to anchor,
just within the banks of the Wielings.
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1025. May %, 1653.—POORTMANS TO BLACKBORNE
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxx__vi. 2.]

Sir,—Our unexpected sailing to the Texel in
Holland with the whole body of the fleet, being
about eighty sail fighting ships, was occasioned by
a fleet descried by one that was at the topmast-
head of this ship, consisting of about fourteen sail
at the first view and in the issue proved to be no
more in number, and Hamburgers also, upon
whose examination we had information that on
April 30 last they saw, about twelve leagues from
the Texel, seventy Dutch men-of-war or there-
abouts, whose Admiral was Tromp, and that he
expected thirty or forty more from the Vlie,! to
which end de With was sent in to fetch them out
and then they would come and seek us out,
whereupon a council of war was called, and it was
unanimously resolved we should go and fight
them upon their own coast. Truly every captain
declared that they were very willing to engage,
generally desiring not to look upon themselves or
their own strength, but on the Lord whose arm
is strong to save us. Pray for us that the presence
of the Lord may go along with us. The messenger
stays. I am,

Your very humble servant,
JoHN POORTMANS.

From on board the Resolution, 6 leagues from
the North Foreland, 2nd May, 1653.

1 MS. ¢ fy.
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1026. May %, 1653.—N. BOURNE T0 N.Ca
[B.M. Add. 18, 986, fol. 53.1

Gentlemen,—Yesterday morning the fleet ap-
peared off Dover, at which time I endeavoured
to go aboard the Generals, but before I could
attain thereunto they descried divers sails coming
from the eastward to whom they plied, and so I
could not reach the Generals till they came as far
as the North Foreland about six leagues off. The
ships they met with were Hamburgers bound
out, who gave advice that the day before they
came through the Holland’s fleet about ten leagues
distant from the land of Sconeling,? they consisting
of seventy or thereabouts (Tromp himself there),
upon which a council was called and resolution
taken to stand over and seek them out. It is the
desire of the Generals that all possible speed be
used to procure I,200 tons of water in five or six
ships, the state of affairs much calling for that
supply. I wonder the mistake about hamaccoes
hath hindered that supply ; it causes very much
complaint and clamour; I earnestly desire 8oo
to be sent down speedily. The Generals desire
twenty ensigns and pendants of each colour, viz.
red, white, and blue. As for the victualling ships
and stores, for the recruit of the fleet, I am clear
of opinion that they be in a constant readiness
in Lee Road, and not sent hither, the motion as
also the return of the fleet as to the place being
uncertain and depending on God’s providence.
I am commanded to remain here upon several

! I.e. Navy Commissioners.

¢ This name is not to be found, but it can only be between
the Meuse and the Texel. Cf. Nos. 1022, 1025 and Ruijter’s
Journal (p. 128).
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considerations. I desire your correspondence and
advice as anything of business or intelligence
that is important doth present. I crave the
friendship to be esteemed,
Your affectionate servant,
N. BOURNE.
Deal, 3rd May, 1653.

I came from the fleet yesternight at nine and
landed about noon this morning. I have expected
a word of advice concerning the quantities of goods,
as also the prices now to be given for the Swedes’?
commodities. I suppose the public would have
the benefit thereof. I pray advise me. I am
just now this afternoon about them, and shall
either absolutely buy the same or send them up.

1027. MAY +4, 1653.—M. H. TROMP TO STATES-
GENERAL.»

[Archives of the Hague. Translated.]

Noble and Powerful Lords,—Since my last
letter of the X! instant, I have remained here off
Texel with the fleet, which has received reinforce-
ments every day and still continues so to do; we
have now, therefore, eighty ships of war, among
which are two convoyers bound for the Bay
of Biscay by the long way round. We have
also, out of the twenty-four fire-ships, which their
lordships decided should be equipped, five, viz.
two from Rotterdam and three from Zealand ;
one of these, the ship called Het Hammetie 3

1 Those mentioned by Penn. Cf. Nos. 1013 and 1023.

? Hereafter abbreviated S.G.

3 Also called Hamken and Hammeken. Cf. Ruijter’s Journal
(No. 1104) ; for her fate, ¢f. No. 1036.

D2
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of Zealand, will go to the bottom. Wherefore I
beg that letters may be written again, directing
that the rest of the fire-ships, the ammunition, and
the provision and water-ships may be sent to us.
Three East Indiamen have also come in to us
from the Goree Gat, and two from the Wielings,
together with a good 200 merchantmen from the
different harbours, all bound for the West and
South, the long way round. We are also hourly
expecting Vice-Admiral de With with the rest
of the warships and merchantmen that may
have been got ready up to this time in Texel.
And I have instructed the said Vice-Admiral
to leave orders with such of the warships as
may not be ready, to complete with all the speed
they may, and to repair to off the Helder, so
as to be ready there, when summoned by our
advice-boats, to put to sea and join the fleet.
Yesterday evening Master Cornelis Lievensz:, who
had parted company off the Meuse on #2252, came
in to us, and reported that on the morning of
the May % he was off the North Foreland, and
saw three ships sailing from Margate down towards
the Downs, and he ran outside the Goodwins to
get past the Downs, where he saw three ships lying
and no more ; that he had seen the English fleet,! of
about eighty sail, leaving the Downs, on the evening
of the 421 22%, and sailing towards the West ; they had
also given chase to him. He had spoken a French
sloop, and they told him that another division
of the English had sailed Northwards, but did
not know their numbers. I am uncertain what to
make of this report, or of the designs of the enemy.
Nevertheless, Commodore Evert Anteunisz: is
certainly to be expected every hour with a richly

! I.e. Penn’s squadron.
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laden fleet, coming the long way round, and we
also have a great fleet of West and East Indiamen
with us. I have therefore considered it wisest,
and have decided, to conduct the said fleet North-
wards, just along the course along which Commo-
dore Evert Anteunisz: will have to sail, if he
carries out the orders sent him by their Lordships
on March % last. I hope in this way to meet
him, or perhaps such of the English as may have
sailed in that direction ; intending, when we en-
counter them, to let the ships we have with us
proceed on their voyage, and to return with the
said expected fleet, bringing them in in safety,
each one to the port to which she is bound, and
receiving from the said ports the warships and
other vessels, destined for our fleet, which may
be still lying at home ; so that our fleet may then
be ready to act in accordance with their Lordships’
instructions already received, or hereafter to be
sent to us. I have also sent a galliot to coast
along the shores of England, Scotland and the
Shetland Isles; and another just in the course
of Commodore Evert Anteunisz: along the coast
of Norway, as far as the point of Bergen to keep a
look-out at sea, and to come and report to us if they
see anything ; or, if they meet the fleet, to guide
it to us. Herewith I enclose a list of the fleet,
fire-ships and other vessels, with a return of the
number of men and guns, and state of provisions
and water on board each, for their Lordships’
information. Herewith, &c. &c.
(Signed) M. Harpts Tromp.

On board the ship de Vreede, lying off
Texel, this 4th May, 1653.
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1028. May %, 1653.—POORTMANS TO BLACKBORNE
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 15.]

Sir,—I presume it is not unknown to you how
suddenly we departed from the English shore,which
I acquainted you in my last, though multitude of
business would not sufter me to do any other than
scribble a few lines to that purpose since which we
are come upon the coast of Holland where we now
are, having taken since our arrival here about fifty-
four fisher boats belonging to the Dutch : the men
were sent to their own homes upon the result of a
Council of war ; their boats are now with us. Tromp,
as some of these fishermen inform us, is gone North-
ward with a considerable fleet, being about eighty
sail of men-of-war and 200 and odd merchant-ships.
We are making all the sail we can after him and
hope to overtake at Shetland or thereabouts.

Though I say little yet I am not unmindful of
the list of the fleet which is now almost completed
and suppose shall be able to send it by the next,
which I shall endeavour to make as full and perfect
as I can that I may satisfy their Honours’ com-
mands to me in that particular.

Pray be not unmindful of us at the throne of
grace, for we shall do little abroad except you with
those that fear the Lord be working and wrestling
with the Lord by prayer at home. I wish my time
would permit me to enlarge only this that I am

Your very affectionate friend to serve you,

JoHN POORTMANS.

From on board the Resolution off of the Texel
the 5th May, 1653, some 5 leagues.
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1029. May 1%, 1653.—DEANE AND MONCK TO A.Cx

[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 28.]

Gentlemen,—We have sent in with Captain
Toope, commander of the Giles, two vessels
laden with deals, the one Hollander, the other
pretends to belong to Nieuport, but we have
sent her also in that if she prove not prize her
deals may be bought if there be occasion. We are

Your affectionate friends,
R. DEANE.
GEORGE MONCK.

From aboard the Resolution, some 50 leagues East
of Newcastle, the 7th May, 1653.

Postscript,—We have also sent by him some
Dutch prisoners [who] belonging to a man of
war and have ordered him to repair to you for
your pleasure in their disposal.

1030. May 4%, 1653.—R. CLARKE TO N.C.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 29.]

Right Worshipful,—You may please to take
notice that by order of the Generals I came for the
Downs, to which place I came this present day and
according to my order have been with Major Bourne
and shall now make all dispatch I can for Chatham
according to order. I parted from the fleet upon
Friday the s5th instant, some eight leagues of the
Texel, the Holland’s fleet being set sail some six-
teen hours before we came in with the land. Our
fleet is gone to the Northward after them. The
report of engagement is false, only we took some

1 I.e. Admiralty Commissioners, ¢f. Preface.
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fifty sail of sea busses and one small man-of-war
of six guns. This being all at present, I take
leave and remain,
Your Worship’s servant to command,
ROBARTE CLARKE.
Deal, this 7th May, 1653.

10381. May &, 1653.—N.C. TO THE GENERALS.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 36.]

Gentlemen,—Yours of the sth inst. with the
duplicate thereof received the last night and this
evening, and have since your sailing from the
Downs been endeavouring what in us lies to get
the several provisions you wrote for in a readiness
to follow the fleet, as you will perceive by the
enclosed, which is a particular of such vessels as
are to sail with Capt. Strong! on Thursday at
farthest, if wind and weather permit. We have
obtained my Lords’ warrant for 140 barrels of
powder from Hull, which we have appointed
Capt. Strong to take in there and to call at
Yarmouth for the powder that came from Scar-
borough, and for the 120 barrels of powder that
was to be supplied from Harwich and Yarmouth
which, with the 200 barrels that were sent by the
Sapphire and we hope is with you and 500 more
that Colonel Lilburne by my Lords’ direction is
to furnish you with in Scotland will, we conceive,
be a competent proportion to answer the present
occasion. We have written effectually to Hull
and Newcastle and the Commissioners at Leith for
the speedy impresting such numbers of men as can
possibly be raised in those parts which we hope

! of the Unicorn, c¢f. p. 143.
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they will vigorously intend to be put on board
such of the ships as shall touch at any of the said
places, and Colonel Lilburne hath orders from the
General for having a regiment of land soldiers
in a readiness upon the coast of Scotland for
your further supply if need require, and the
Victuallers have appointed one Eldred at Leith
to furnish you with some water from thence, for
the hastening of which we have entreated the
Commissioners there to contribute their utmost
assistance, as also for employing some ketches
upon that coast for gaining intelligence from you
and also of the enemies motion. The 300 lands-
men which we formerly acquainted you were put
on board the merchant ships in the Hope we shall
send aboard the ships that accompany Capt.
Strong, and have cause to believe that within a
few days there may be at least twenty ships more
ready to set sail : in which respect, as also of the
probability: of Capt. Badileys’ arrival in the
Channel ere long, we should be glad instructions
were sent for their disposal. 'What further supplies
shall be wanting for the fleet, in case you appre-
hend your stay may be anything long in those
parts, upon notice of the particulars thereof we
shall endeavour to provide and despatch them to
you.
We remain,
Your very affectionate friends and servants,

Rc. SALWEY.

Jo. CARew.

Jo. LANGLEY.

Whitehall, gth May, 1653.
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1032. May 3, 1653.—R. WILKINSON TO A.C.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 46.]

Ricut HoNBLE,—These are to acquaint your
Honors of my late arrival in Harwich with our
convoys. Since my coming out of Yarmouth
Road I spake with some vessels at sea that told
me of six Holland ships of war that lay betwixt
Yarmouth and Orford Ness yesterday, and before
night near Orford Ness one of them, being a frigate,
appeared unto us, thinking to have surprised
some of my convoys, but being prepared to give
him battle to secure my convoys I fired six pieces of
ordnance upon him and, like a valiant Hollander,
he ran away. Had our vessel been clean I question
not but to have surprised him in four hours’
sailing. Now our fleets are to the Northward here
are many private men of war that come out of
Flushing which lie upon our coasts, where there
want a man of war or two to look after them for
they may do much harm. The wind being
contrary I was forced with my convoys into
Harwich but do intend with God’s assistance with
the first opportunity of wind to set sail for London
where I shall give your Honors an account of my
arrival.

I humbly take leave and rest,
Your honors most humble servant,
RosT. WILLKINSON.

Harwich, 10th May, 1653.
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1033. May 43, 1653.—DEANE AND MONCK TO A.C.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 44.]

Gentlemen,—Since ours of the #th instant by
the way of Newcastle we have little to acquaint you
with, but that we are now upon the Scotch coast
to look after the Dutch fleet, of whose motion we
have no other intelligence than what we formerly
acquainted you with. We shall leave orders at
Tantallon, Aberdeen, and Dunottar Castle, for all
such ships, frigates, and other vessels in the State’s
service that shall come this way to look after us
where to find us, and likewise supply ourselves here
with water for the present necessity of the fleet.
We earnestly desire you will not forget to send us
a timely supply of victuals and other provisions for
the service of the fleet, without which we shall be
forced to come in about two months hence or sooner,
as we wrote unto you in our last, also that the water-
ships may come along with them. We have not
more at present but that we are

Your very affectionate friends
and servants,
R1. DEANE.
GEORGE MONCK.

From on board the Resolution before
Aberdeen the 1oth May, 1653.

1034. May 4%, 1653.—HEWITT AND PENNY TO N.C.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 67.]

Right worshipfull,—These may advise and
give your worship an account of our actions to
this present day. Having to the uttermost of
ability performed what we were from you com-
manded in.these Western parts, are returned back
again to Bristol where we understand by Mr.
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Shewell, Collector of the Customs, that he received
from you to us directed but as yet never come
to our hands, he sending it to Bridgewater to us
by a messenger as I conceive was negligent in
the delivery of it and so missed of it, but Mr.
Shewell gives us to understand the contents
thereof was that we should advise what numbers
of men more might be procured in these parts
we have already been at and in what time. For
answer thereunto shall give you our thoughts
in the closure of our letter at present. In the
meantime be pleased to take a view of these
ensuing lines as an account of some passages
1. We have met with several obstructions and
many oppositions in the height of our business
at Barnstaple and Bideford and the adjacent
parts by way of petition of the merchants and
[owners!]: they procure an order from the
Council of State which commands us not to
impress a man that do belong to the ships bound
for Newfoundland, which carried away about
300 men with them which much obstructed our
proceedings, and also all other vessels within the
bar claimed the same privilege and was encouraged
and countenanced by the chiefs in power and
authority though they had received orders for
the impressing of seamen for the service of this
Commonwealth, and assure you if fair words and
seeming pretences will serve the state and Common-
wealth they are ready to serve but if deeds, as
we know the present condition of the services
requires, it [is] hard to return whether ever the
public will be served by them with procuring
seamen for the Navy at present, we mean the
mayors and justices of peace and their subordinate

1 MS. honars.
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officers for the most part. Again for open and
public opposition against our proceedings and
that by owners and merchants as to question
our power we act by and whether there be any
such power at present or not, and others they
encourage the seamen that they may refuse to
obey it upon which the seamen armed with clubs
and staves saith if any impress by us come a
near to be upon their own peril be it. In a word
they are gone to such a height of boldness that
our actions are attended with great danger and
will so continue unless some speedy course be
taken as your honours shall conceive most con-
venient. Again as I formerly wrote to you that
several seamen after they had received their
imprest and conduct money are carried away to
sea, encouraged so to do by their masters and
merchants, to the number of ten or more out of
this City which I formerly gave you account of.
Again others make it a trade to receive impress
and conduct money twice under pretence of
volunteering. Again others having received
impress and conduct money absent and hide
themselves and go from one town to another
and when we address ourselves to the Magistrates
it [is] to little or no purpose, to our great dis-
couragement all the answer we receive from
them is that we should bring them before them,
and then they will do what not or nothing at all
to them, which doth much encourage the offenders
notwithstanding we instantly plead the execution
of the Act upon such offenders: wherefore we
make bold to beseech your worships to take
some severe and speedy course for the punishment
of such gross and unsufferable contempt, other-
wise our time will be very ill spent and money
merely thrown away, the Commonwealth unserved
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and the fleet unmanned what in these offenders
lieth. And for the order from the Council of
State to the Mayor and Justices directed is not
prosecuted, the Act of Parliament not put in
execution ; some think and as they conceive
it’s too severe and too strict to be observed and
upon this account that most of them are interested
in shipping and merchandizing affairs, we humbly
leave all to your judicial consideration and the
Lord direct you what course to steer amongst
these many dangers. Now having left instructions
at all the places where we had a station both
with Mayors and Justices of Peace as to make
diligent and continued search for absentees from’
the press and present service, and also for those
that have or shall desert the service after they
have received the impress and conduct money,
and according to the Act of Parliament commit
them into prison until further order from your
worships and to make returns every week thereof
to the Navy Office at London. And for answer
to your letter directed to Mr. Shewell as to be
advised what number of men these parts may
yet produce we conceive as great a number as
we have already pressed, which is 330 besides
what Mr. Shewell pressed in our absence, but
we humbly conceive it will not be convenient
to impose so much trust in the Mayor as formerly
if so yet another power will be necessary as the
Governor of the cities or counties I mean the
sword men and their cutlas men may be procured.

We are bending our faces for London only
shall wait here for your answer by the post,
accordingly shall proceed if we receive no answer
by the next post. We shall crave leave to come
for London. In the meantime shall endeavour
to procure what men we can here at Bristol and
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is what the present affords commit you and all
your affairs to God and rest, ’
Your faithful servants in all readiness to serve
Your worshipps and the State
of the Commonwealth,
Tro. HEWIT.
Jon. PENNY.?

Bristol, May 14, 1653 ;
Sign of the Lamb, St. Thomas Street.

Within the Bay, Bristol may produce 400
men, Minehead and Washett and Porbrock? fifty
men, Bridgwater twenty men, all which may be
procured in thirty days but not by the Mayors
but by the sword men as we conceive.

1035. May 4%, 1653.—M. H. TROMP 10 S.G.
[Archives of the Hague. Translated.]

High and Mighty Lords,—My last letter was
dated the %th of this month, from off Texel, and
sent by the advice-pink commanded by Master
Cornelis Lievensz:. At three o’clock in the after-
noon of that same day, Vice-Admiral de With came
out of Texel, bringing with him two warships, and
six or seven merchantmen. He had left eighteen
. ships of war, including those that were on their way
thither, still not ready in Texel ; but had left orders
there, that as soon as they were ready, they should
run to the mouth of the Helder, with the remainder
of the fire-ships, ammunition- and water-ships, and
small vessels, of which we shall have need on
occasion, to be ready to come out on our summons
and join the main body. Vice-Admiral de With being

1 MS. Pene.
2 I.e. Porlock.
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on board, I immediately weighed anchor and got
under sail with the whole fleet of 210 to 215 mer-
chantmen, including the five East Indiamen, and
eighty warships, five fire-ships and five small vessels ;
and we pursued our voyage, steering our course
right into the channel between Texel and the Naze,
and thence along the coast of Norway, past the
point of Bergen as far as the North point of the
Shetland Isles, where we parted company from the
fleet in the afternoon of the Z2 they taking their
course to the West, we to the East towards Norway.
We were left with seventy-seven warships in our
fleet ; therefore I have found there was an error of
three ships in the list sent to your H.M. on the
+4th instant. We met no one on the passage, either
the vessels we had sent out, or any others, except
Master Reijer Pietersz: of Edam,! who had sailed
on April % with a cargo of wine from Bordeaux
to St. Martin ; on arriving there, he learnt that our
fleet had left that place on the said th, and he
followed on the 39th. On the %th instant, off the
Faroe Islands, he had fallen in with the master ofa
Flushing vessel from Bayonne, whowas also home-
ward bound. Neither of them had seen the fleet
or any other ships. We therefore continued our
course towards the Norwegian coast, sailing along
it, right in the course along which the expected
fleet must come. Still, up to-day we have neither
seen them, nor heard the least tidings of them.
Having taken counsel upon the matter, I have
decided to send Commodore de Wilde with a small
vessel into the Vlie and Texel, in order, with the
assistance of your H.M.’s delegates of the several
Boards of Admiralty or Chambers of Directors or of

! This does not quite agree with de Ruijter’s statements. Cf.
Nos. 1036 and 108g.
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the Commissaries ; in their absence, to hurry out the
above-mentioned eighteen ships of war, which ought
now to beready, together with therest of thefire-and
water-ships and small vessels which will probably
have come into the Texel meanwhile, and may now
be ready for sea ; so that they may join us without
loss of time off Texel. And if we get news that
the said fleet has not yet come in, we shall continue
constantly cruising about between the Doggerbank
and Texel, until they come, in accordance with your
H.M.’s instructions of April 13 last; the more
especially as we have not the smallest information
of the enemy’s position, much less of their designs.
But if the said fleet has come in I propose as
soon as the said ships from Texel have joined us,
to repair to the mouth of the Meuse and the Goree
Gat, there to await the ships Brederode, Rosecrans
and Princess Louise, belonging to the Admiralty
Board, and the ships de Prins and den gulden Beer,
both Directors’ ships, which we dispatched thither
on i’ML;‘;‘% with sick men ; and they are doubtless now
lying ready, if the work has been continued with the
same zeal that was active when I left. As soon as
we get off the Meuse, I intend to sail up in a galliot
and to visit the ships, to expedite their setting out,
unless we get tidings of the position of the enemy
which will necessitate some other course in order
to work them harm and to do our country good
service. In that case I shall act in accordance with
the above-mentioned resolution of your H.M. of the
April 33. And if I am able to come myself into
Goree, I should be glad if it seemed good to your
H.M. for me to find some delegates there, so that I
might confer with them by word of mouth, with
regard to operations on the enemy’s coasts; I also
beg that the reports may be sent to me which your
H.M. may have received concerning the situation
v E
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of the enemy’s fleet, and matters connected there-
with, to serve for our information, because reliable -
news is of the greatest importance for the service
of the country.
Herewith, &c., &c.
(Signed) M. Harpts. TROMP.

P.S.—Shortly after writing the above, we sighted
a ship. On coming up with her, she proved to bea
Gothenburg vessel, which had left Texel on the 14th.
They told us that Blake had been off Texel on the
33th or &2 instant with eighty ships, and that he
had taken a few fishing boats, but they had not heard
in what direction he had gone with his fleet. Inthe
afternoon four merchantmen came in, harbingers
of the expected fleet from which they had parted
company on the }3th instant off Bergen in Norway;
so that, if this wind holds, the fleet ought to come
up with us within twenty-four hours. We shall
make every endeavour to fall in with them and
bring them in in safety, and also to effect a junction
with the ships still wanting to complete the fleet, so
as to do the enemy an injury therewith, and render
the most effectual service to our country. Please
rely upon this.

On board the ship de Vreede on the Doggerbank,
9 o’clock A.m., this }7th May, 1653.

1036. May 43, 1653.—M. A. RUIJTER TO S.G.

Noble and Powerful Lords,

My Lords,—On the +4th we sailed Northwards
from off Texel with the fleet of over 200 sail, and 5
East Indiamen, and on the #th we sighted the coast
of Norway, eight miles to the North of the Naze,
and sailed thence N.W. along the coast. In the



THE BATTLE OF THE GABBARD 43

evening of the &th the fire-ship Hammeken! sprang
a leak and sank ; we saved the crew, but could not
save anything else. Then we sailed on with the

fleet, and in the evening of the 2 were close under

21st

the North end of Shetland, and there parted com-
pany from it. And directly afterwards we fell in
with two ships coming from France, one of them
belonging to the North Quarter sailing from Bor-
deaux to Amsterdam,? the other, commanded by
Marten Kien of Flushing, coming from Bayonne ;
they said that the fleet had set off twelve days
before them, so we at once used every endeavour
to try and find the fleet along the coast of Norway.
On the }4th a flute ship belonging to Schiedam,
and sailing from St. Ubes, came in to us,
and said that the fleet from that place was to be
expected immediately. On the }éthinstant we bore
away from the Naze, the wind being North-West,
untilthe afternoon of the }Zth. Then we fell in with
a Dutch Swede,? coming from the Vlie, which
reported that on the May 43 the English fleet had
been off Texel with eighty sail. On the same day
about noon three ships came in to us, two from
Dunkirk, and the other a Dutch Hamburger, sailing
from France, who informed us she had parted from
the French fleet* off Shetland, and supposed that
they could not be more than a day’s sail behind
us. In the evening about sundown came in three
more ships and a galliot, namely, Elinch and Corn:

! The vessel of which Tromp had predicted this. Cf. No. 1027.

2 I.e. R. Piltersz’s ship.

3 Probably a Swedish ship trading with Holland; Tromp
(No. 1035) calls this ship a Gothenburg vessel (¢f. de Ruijter’s
Journal (p. 133), where she is called a Swedish vessel). A similar
expression, ‘a Dutch Hamburger,” occurs in this letter; ¢f. the
use of the phrase ‘the French fleet’ for the Dutch merchantmen
returning from France.

* This, of course, is the Dutch fleet from France.
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Tuere,! and another Zealander, with a galliot from
Middleburg, who said they had left the fleet
opposite Bergen in Norway, and supposed that
they must be still about twenty miles to the North
of them.
Herewith, &c., &c.
; Your Lordships’ humble servant,
(Signed) MicHIEL ADp RUIJTER.

Done on board the ship Lamb (Lam)
the $§th May, 1653.

1037. May %}, 1653.—M. H. TROMP TO S.G.
[Archives of the Hague.]

Noble and Powerful Lords.—My last letter sent
off by express, was written from the Dogger-Bank
on the 1Zth instant ; and I therein reported to their
Lordships that up to that time nothing worthy of
remark had occurred in the fleet.

We continued on our way under shortened sail,
with a view of keeping a look-out at sea, and
attacking the enemy if we should chance to fall in
with them, and also to keep a watch for the fleet
coming from France. During the night of the 15th
we let ourselves drift. On the morning of the }§th
we saw Vlieland, as we sailed along the coast.

About noon Commodore Evert Anteunisz: ran
into the Vlie Gat with about 100 ships including
six convoyers. Some of their ships, eighteen
merchantmen, had parted company from them
off the Naze in Norway, and the rest of the

! There is some discrepancy between the names given hure in

Ruijter’s Journal for May 222 (cf. p. 133) : there one man only

is given as coming to the fleet in a galliot from Middleburg,
that of Pieter Elych Cortuere; here the MS. (copied from the
Hague Archives) has an indecipherable word before Elinch, while
the other words are quite distinct—‘ met Corn: Tuere cr noch
een Zeen.’
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fleet, being about fifty sail, bound for the Meuse
and the Wielings, with a convoyer belonging to
Zieriksee, commanded by Captain Andries Fortuijn
have come with us. This captain and Captain
Cornelis Allart, commanding a Flushing privateer,
and sundry of the Company’s masters, I summoned
on board, and laid before them the dangers of the
sea, commanding them to stop with us till late that
evening or early next morning ; and promising,
when the ships now lying ready in Texel should
have come out and joined us, I would bring them
all in in safety. They all agreed to this, especially
as they had received strict orders from their owners
to that effect. But, nevertheless, towards dusk the
unarmed ships slipped away, thereby wantonly
exposing both vessels and cargoes. The above-
mentioned convoyer has remained with us, with the
privateer and her prize. At seven o’clock in the
morning of the 23th we saw Rear-Admiral Pieter
Florisz: coming out with sixteen warships and a
fire-ship, and we sailed on with them along the
coast in order to meet Vice-Admiral Johan Evertsz:
and the ships under his command. I intend, if
we should find them in the Goree Gat, to sail up
myself in a galliot, and go on board his ship and
come out with him, hoping to find some of their
Lordships’ delegates there, so as to be able to con-
fer with them, and also to receive such further
orders as their Lordships may have thought best to
give me in the present situation of affairs ; because
there are several points that ought to be taken into
consideration. For the last advices we received
from Texel report that on the £ instant the Vice-
Admiral! was seen off the South pomt of the Shet-
lands and Fair Isle, with eighty ships, whilst on the

! I.e. the English Vice-Admiral.
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uth we were parting company from the fleet off

21st

the North point. We do not know what their plans
may be, whether they intend to remain cruising
about there for some time, on the watch for the
merchantmen, both inward and outward bound,
that daily pass that way in sailing round England,
with an eye also on the return fleet from the East
Indies ; or whether, when they hear that both
fleets have already passed that place (the outward-
bound fleet under our convoy, and the above-
mentioned inward-bound fleet from France), they
will not descend on our coast again. Meanwhile,
there are certainly over 500 ships still lying in the
Vlie, bound for the Baltic and Norway, together
with three East Indiamen and a number of other
vessels bound for the West the long way round.
I would beg humbly to submit to their Lordships,
whether it would not be advisable for the pro-
tection of commerce and the good of the country
for us to collect our own ships and then forth-
with effect a junction with Vice-Admiral Jan
Evertsz: off the Vlie, there receiving all the Baltic
and Norwegian traders, and the vessels bound to
the West, together with the remainder of the war-
ships and other vessels destined for the fleet that
may now be ready ; and to bring them as wind
and weather should serve to the neighbourhood of
Skagen, and then sail on to the Shetlands with the
Westward bound fleet, leaving them to pursue their
journey from that point ; and we could then cruise
about there a few days to fall in with the English
fleet,and attack them with every prospect of success,
unless we should meet them earlier on the wayNorth,
and deal with them then, leaving the said merchant
fleet to continue their voyage with a small convoy.
This would seem to me advisable, unless their Lord-
ships have other information concerning the enemy,
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which would enable us to do our country better
service with the fleet, and the enemy more harm. I
shall look forward to receiving the favour of their
Lordships’ opinion and intentions in this behalf, if
I meet Vice-Admiral Jan Evertsz: out at sea, and
he has left the Goree Gat, and shall station myself
with the fleet off Scheveningen to receive orders;
for now that we shall have a goodly number, or
the greater part, of the national ships collected
together, it behoves us to attack the enemy, the
sooner the better ; and on the coming battle the
glory of our country will in a great measure depend.

And now, with regard to the position of our
ships. Some of them, those that have been out the
longest, are running short of provisions. I have
therefore had most of our small craft laden with
empty casks, and shall send them in to the Meuse to
fill with fresh water, with orders to come out again
atonce. Our fleet consists at present of ninety-two
warships, five fire-ships and six small vessels, as
specified in the accompanying list. But it is very
vexatious to us, and possibly not less so to their
Lordships, that our oft-repeated requests and their
H.M.’s resolutions produce so little result, especially
with regard to the fitting out of a good number of
suitable fire-ships ; because we are all of opinion
that the expected effect of these fire-ships, and the
terror with which they fill the enemy, would enable
us to win the battle ; and, if we are not provided
with them, we may very probably lose it. Of the
four-and-twenty fire-ships that were voted, only six
have putinan appearance, and some of them in such
ill-plight to put to sea, that one of them has already
foundered in fine weather. I therefore beg their
Lordships to be pleased to charge the defaulting
Admiralty Boards once more to send out their con-
tingents. Two ammunition and store ships were
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likewise voted by their H.M. and we want these so
badly that there are several ships in the fleet already
that have not a single clamp on board to repair a
mast shot through, nor any spare tackle; and if
it should happen (which God forbid) that we fell
in with one another far from our shores, and came
to the end of our ammunition, we should run the
greatest risk of having the whole fleet destroyed
for want of it, as has been proved already, and it
behoves us to profit by the example. We have
not received any water-ships either ; we have also
but few officered musketeers on board, whilst the
ships belonging to the North Quarter have none
at all, with the exception of Rear-Admiral Pieter
Florisz: who received thirty men from the Militia
at the Helder, by order of their H.M.’s delegates
there. And as it has been found by experience,
whenever we have engaged with the enemy and
taken any of their ships, that our own ships are
left defenceless in consequence of their crews leav-
ing them and rushing on board the prizes to
plunder them, after they have been captured ; and
several ships, having been left thus unprotected
in the last engagement, were taken by the enemy
together with their prizes. It therefore becomes
a matter for consideration whether it would not be
advisable, in a general engagement like that, to
offer rewards for the capture and immediate firing
of the enemy’s ships, in order to prevent the said
mischiefs and disorders. Herewith, &c. &c.
(Signed) M. HarpTs TrOMP.

On board the ship de Vreede, in the longitude
of Catwick, this st May, 1653.
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1038. %25 1653.—R. CLARKE TO A.C.

June 4°
[S.P. Dom, Commonwealth, xxxvi. 97.]

Right Honourable,—This day in the morning
I came from Dunkirk with a convoy, and near
Calais I met with a French man-of-war called the
Royal of Calais ; to him I gave chase, but he madea
running fight of it with me until he was rescued by
the castle at Calais, which shot many guns at me
and forced me to leave him, and when I came to
an anchor in Dover Road about two hours after
came in through the Downs the Hollanders’ fleet
consisting of 114 sail, which forced me to cut my
cables and run ashore. Have received many broad-
sides from a great part of their fleet which hath
done some damage to our frigate; had I not cut
as I did, three or four of their great ships had been
on board me, being within less than half a cable’s
length, but, praised be God, having good help from
the shore with boats, I got her afloat again and
brought her into Dover Pier to repair her defects.
They fired many broadsides into the town of Dover
and have taken two merchant-ships richly laden at
an anchor in Dover Road in my company. This
is all at present but that our frigate is in safety and
the Hollands fleet at an anchor in Dover Road.

I remain,
Your Honour’s faithful servant till death,
ROBERT CLARKE.
Drake in Dover, the 25th May, 1653.

1039, @28 1653 7, TOLHURST TO R. SALWEY

June 5

[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 103.?

Honourable Sir,—I being absent in Scotland
your letter of the 8th of this instant came not
unto me until the 24th of the same, but I perceive
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that Mr. George Dawson hath certified Mr. Tayler
in getting what small number of men that place
hath yet afforded, there might have been more
pressed but that the young men who are fittest
for the service run into the country. I have
caused the Justices of peace to givestrict command
to all constables in these parts to make diligent
search for all seamen and mariners that are come
into any of the towns and to bring them in close
custody to Newcastle, but whether they will do
it effectually I am not able to say until we see the
issue. Mr. Tayler desires the Commissioners will
please to appoint Mr. Major of Newcastle or
Mr. Geo. Dawson to take his account of that
charge he is necessarily at in getting these he hath
pressed. He hath shipped men aboard several
ships that are here now and some are gone to the
Navy. Some Hamburgers that came into here
this tide say that our Navy is now off about the
[Danger]! Bank and between that and the Holland
coast. Sir, craving your excuse for thus troubling
you, I rest,
Your honours humble and faithful servant,
JER. TOLHURST.
Newcastle, May the 26th, 1653.

Some able pilots are gone from hence aboard
the Navy and some that were appointed have
absented themselves.

1040, X% 1653.—POORTMANS TO BLACKBORNE

Junes?
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 105.]

Sir,—Since my last from Shetland I have little
to acquaint you with, only that we are plying to
and again before this place and the Vlie to hinder

} Sic MS.; probably Dogger.
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the conjunction of Admiral Tromp with such
men-of-war as are at either of the said places, as
also twenty Danish ships already fitted and manned
now riding in the Sound, and as I suppose wait only
for an opportunity to join with the Dutch, but this
you will have more at large by the letter to the
Commissioners to which I refer you. I have only
this more to add, that to my apprehension what
intelligence we have is so lame that we know not
well which way to turn ourselves, but of this we
have large experience, yet when men’s wisdom and
contrivements have failed the Lord hath appeared
to be the only wise counsellor, and this is it which
bears up my spirit or else I should muse upon it
more than now I do; but, blessed be the Lord, we
have such a one for our strength and counsellor
who was never heard to fail or forsake those that
trusted in Him. Here inclosed you will receive the
list so much expected,! which is not yet fully perfect,
and for ought as I know of I should keep you in
expectation thereof which till complete it would not
be at all. Indeed, I am almost ashamed to present
it as it is, but I cannot help it.

I have nothing more but committing you to the
Lord, hoping you are not unmindful of us upon the
deep waters, who wait only when the Lord will
please to bring it to pass that we may engage with
His and our enemies, which if my heart deceives
me not is the earnest desire and prayers of,

Your assured friend and humble servant,
JouN POORTMANS.

From on board the Resolution, plying to and
again off the Texel the 26th May, 1653.

! Cf. No. 1028.
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1041. %27 1643 T. WILSON TO T. KELSEY

June 6

[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 110.]

Dear and Honoured Sir,—The Dutch fleet
weighed out of Calais Roads this morning and are
now behind the Goodwin plying and turning to the
Northward ; probably they will get into Margate
Road or the Goré. There is no sight as yet of our
fleet : I wish (if the Lord’s providence would so
order it) that they were near them ; they have fair
winds to blow them from the North. The Dutch
fleet are ships (as we guess) from 50 to 30 and 26
guns. Sir, the master gunner here (Mr. Reader)
earnestly desired me to write to you (and we have
formerly, as now, experienced the necessity of it)
about an addition of gunners and matrosses (if it
could be obtained) though but the old establishment
when we last reduced them ; here are so few for the
castle and the two forts as they are not able to ply
the guns, to load and fire them; for although our
endeavours against the enemy were not without
visible damage to them, yet had we had more hands,
it (in all probability) would have been a great deal
more ; becausein the castle and two forts we should
have been able to have made three shot for one :
besides the present badness of our platforms. Sir,
I hope this will provoke the Council to order you
some more monies for reparations, which is of so
absolute necessity : with that you would please to
mind theammunition and other particular wants for
the guns : with mine, my wife’s, and brother’s due
respects (desiring a few lines how affairs go above)

I remain, Dear Sir,
Your ever obliged friend and servant,
THOMAS WILSON.

Dover Castle the 27th May, 1653,
past 10 in the morning.



THE BATTLE OF THE GABBARD 53

Sir, I shall not fail once a day (or oftener as
occasion is) to send you word of affairs at sea so
long as the Dutch are upon our coast, for I know
you expect it, although I have not heard a word as
yet from you. It would do well if the Council
would please to check the postmasters along the
road, who make it eighteen or twenty hours before
a packet! comes hither, let the business be of never
so great importance.

1042, Y2 1653 DEANE AND MONCK TO STRONG
AND PESTALL

[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 114.]

You are forthwith on sight hereof, wind and
weather permitting, to set sail with the ship under
your command from Humber river where you now
are in company of such ships as were committed
to your charge since you departed from us, as also
all other ships and vessels now there in the service
of the State, and they are hereby required to ob-
serve such orders and directions as they shall
receive from you, and then you are with them to
make your repair forthwith to the fleet, which you
shall find riding at an anchor off Yarmouth on the
backside of the Sands, and if the wind continue
Northerly, where now it is, we shall stay for you
eight and forty hours, if otherwise you are to sail
for Yarmouth Road with the said ships and vessels
and there continue till further order from us.
By the ketch coming herewith you will be able
to compute by what time we may arrive there,
and so you will the better judge whether you can

! MS. ‘ packquet.’
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come to us within the time limited. Be very care-
ful in your way to us that you do what in you lies
to avoid Admiral Tromp with his fleet, who is now
abroad, of which you are not to fail and this shall
warrant you so doing. Given under our hands and
seal on board the Resolution off of the Texel the
27th of May, 1653.

R1. DEANE,

GEORGE MONCK.

To Capt. Peter Strong
and Capt. Willm. Pestall
or either of them.

1043, 27, 1653.—POORTMANS TO BLACKBORNE
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 115.]

Sir,—Since mine of yesterday’s date it was this
day resolved the whole fleet should sail for the
English coast, and come to an anchor off of Yar-
mouth on the backside of the Sand and there to stay
for such ships as shall come unto the fleet riding at
anchor on the backside of the Sand aforementioned.
In case the wind continue Northwardly, asnow itis,
we shall ride there forty-eight hours, to [which] end
orders are sent aforehand by two ketches, one for
Hull and another for Yarmouth road, and so up
the river of Thames to repair unto us accordingly.
Tromp we hear is at Goree with 120 sail of men-
of-war and more are to join with him, which
cannot well be avoided by our staying upon this
coast, which is all at present but that I am,

Your very affectionate friend and servant,

JOHN POORTMANS.
Resolution, off the Texel, the 27th May, 1653.
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1044. “7’;’:—:37, 1653.—NEWS FROM LONDON
[Clar. MS. 45, fol. 439b.]

We have a design to fire your fleet by sending
some villains to serve you, or debauch some of
your men ; they intend it by match in tin cases ; I
have seen them. They have also bespoke things
like a watch to fire with a spring ; they will use
them in harbour, or fight in the hold. There are
here some would undertake the like to the fleet of
England, if money might be had to encourage
them, and if Holland would declare for the King.

I am told it hath been offered to burn the
magazine ships and towns of Amsterdam ; the
design is managed by some that love the King ; if
the Dutch declare for him it will prevent it. I pray
discourse warily in this point, as you love me, do.

1045, Mev28_29 1653 M. H. TROMP TO S.G.

June 7 8
[Archives of the Hague. Translated.]

High and Mighty Lords,—My last letter was
written on 322 on board the ship de Vreede,

une 2’

off the West headland of Goree, and dispatched
by the messenger who brought me their H.M.’s
letter. After it had been sent off, being under
sail, we saw six boats with 150 musketeers. We
made up to them, and at five o’clock in the after-
noon came to an anchor, so as to prevent the fleet
from passing. We distributed the men among
the warships of the North Quarter, which had
none at all, and by the evening they had all
been embarked. About ten o’clock at night the
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wind shifted to N.W. by W., and we got under
sail and sailed W. by S. for the mouth of the
Thames. The wind crept round gradually more
to the North, and at five o’clock in the morning of
the Y224 was blowing from the N.E. which made
it probable that the ships Brederode and Prins
would be able to come out of the Goree Gat.
I sent a galliot back at once to meet them, with
instructions to them to come after us. Atnineo’clock
I made a signal for all the commanding officers of
the fleet to come on board, and communicated to
them the contents of your H.M.’s resolution and
orders of 4+ May, and of all the accompany-
ing documents, and we also carefully studied your
H.M.’s resolutions of December %42, January 3%
and April 4§ last past, to which we were referred
by the resolution of May %}, in so far as they
were applicable to the present expedition, the
subject of all being the damage we can inflict
on the enemy, either in the Downs, or by occupying
the Thames, or in any other quarter whatso-
ever. We thereupon decided and resolved that
we should sail in the evening up to just out
of sight of the North Foreland, so that our
movements should not be discovered, and that if
the wind held, Commodore de Ruijter and Rear-
Admiral Pieter Florissen should get outside the -
Goodwins on the morning tide, with their squad-
rons of five-and-thirty warships and two fire-ships,
so as to tack into the Downs from the South, and
to cut off the enemy who might be lying there and
would try to escape that way, or to come and help
us in the attack ; whilst I, with Vice-Admiral Jan
Evertsen and de With and our three squadrons,
being altogether sixty-three ships of war and four
fire-ships, should enter the Downs from the North,
and act in the same way as the other division ; and
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we decided not to part company till all the scouts
we had sent out in the morning should have come
in, so that we might be informed of the enemy’s
position. That evening we announced the whole
of our resolutions to all the captains, charging each
one to make ready and to do his duty on whatever
occasions might arise. That same evening we were
joined by the ships Brederode and Prins, and I
transferred myself and crew into the said Brede-
rode, whose hull has been much strengthened, while
she sails just as well as ever before. On the 28th,
in the morning, the wind being N.E., we sailed
with the wind, and at six o’clock sighted the North
Foreland ; and, as none of the scouts had then
returned, we thought it best to separate, and for
each division to take up their position so as to
see what ships might be lying in the Downs. At
two o’clock we passed the castles in the Downs ;
close underneath them, right up against the landing
stage and on a lee shore, were two little merchant-
ships. As we passed several balls were exchanged
between the castles and our ships. I have specu-
lated very carefully on the position of the Downs,
and in my opinion, with favourable wind, weather
and tide, it would be perfectly easy to destroy the
enemy lying there with a smaller force than we
now have, because they would run towards the
land and get aground under the castles; and we
could then readily send the fire-ships alongside,
and set them on fire ; and if they should happen
to sink any of our ships by cannonading, we must
put up with it, for one is liable to that in every
engagement. And I therefore beg to recommend
once more that fire-ships capable of going to sea
with the fleet should be fitted out by those
[Boards] that have not yet furnished their con-
tingent, and should be sent to us. We do not
V. F
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doubt also that the rest of the ships of war that
may now be ready will now be lying off the
Goree Gat, in accordance with our former
requests and instructions, and those from Texel
will be off the Helder, ready to weigh anchor
directly they receive our summons, and to join
the fleet as soon as we happen to come off the
mouths of the harbours. At three o’clock we came
off Dover, and there found our other two squadrons
lying at anchor ; we joined them and cast anchor
likewise, and then sent four or five of our lightest
frigates in towards the shore under the fort. A
small Parliament frigate was lying there with two
or three merchant-ships ; the frigate ranin towards
the shore, and Captain Jan Egbertsz Ooms: of
Amsterdam boarded one [of the merchantmen],
which carried eight guns, and had a cargo of piece
goods, sugar, West Indian hides and other mer-
chandise. Captain Lambert Bartelsz: of Flushing
also took one of the little vessels with a similar
cargo ; and afterwards, as she had suffered in the
boarding and become very leaky, he transferred
the cargo into other ships. He also took at the
same time a smack laden with sea-coal. We shall
send them both by the first opportunity to the
Admiralty Board to whom they respectively be-
long. At six o’clock in the afternoon we weighed
anchor, and sailed with the fleet to St.John’s Roads,
where we anchored at ten o’clock, the wind blowmg
strong from the N.E. Atsix o’clockin the morning
of the 2%, we sent Fiscal de Bije in a galliot to
Calais, with a letter to Agent de Glarges, asking
for information, as we had received no news of the
enemy, except that on the morning of the %=, an
English river fishing-boat was taken by a Middle-
burg privateer, and the English master told me
that over a week ago he had seen the ships under
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Commander Badiley, who had come from the
Straits, sailing up the Thames; and, moreover,
that only two hired ships were now lying in the
river, and he could not say what course their
warships had taken, nor how they were distributed.
At the turn of the tide, we weighed anchor and
tacked towards Calais. At eleven o’clock we came
in between Calais Cliffs with the fag end of the tide,
and dropped anchor. Atseven o’clock in the even-
ing the said Fiscal de Bije came on board from
Calais, with a letter from Agent de Glarges, of which
I enclose a copy herewith. We can come to no
conclusion from this as to where the enemy is to
be met, but consider it beyond a doubt that they
are to the North of us; and we do not know
whether they intend to remain there. I have there-
fore decided, until we receive further advice, to
cruise about between the Straits and [Orford Ness]!
off the Thames, and between [Orford Ness] and
the Wielings and Meuse, hoping to fall in with the
enemy when they leave the North; unless your
H.M. may have passed resolutions upon the con-
siderations I laid before your H.M. in my former
letter May %}, with regard to convoying the
merchant-ships bound to the Baltic, Norway
and elsewhere, for the protection of commerce or
any other purpose, and shall send such resolutions
to me. Herewith, &c., &c.
(Signed) M. Harpts. TRoMP.

On board the ship Brederode, in the longitude

of Dover, 4 o’clock p.M., ]Nf%ye-fg, 1653,

_ P.S.—After writing the above, about g o’clock
in the evening, a certain passenger boat from
Flushing came alongside, having been dispatched

1 MS. ‘ Olfersnes.’
F 2
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express by the Admiralty Board of Zealand to
bring us a deposition made before their delegates
on j&r2 by Captain Laurens Vermees, commanding

a Flushing privateer. This stated that at 10 o’clock
in the evening of 2% the said Vermees had sailed

une 3
in among the English fleet, 114 ships strong, six or
seven miles N.W. by W. of the Island of Schelling,
and had been fired into by their frigates on the
morning of 1222, about four miles outside the Vlie.
We therefore announced these tidings to all the
captains of the fleet, charging them most earnestly
each to hold himself ready to attack the enemy,
whenever we fell in with them ; and we did our
best, with the wind in the N.E., to get to the North
by tacking and stopping. Between seven and
eight o’clock at night, the wind blowing from the
S.W., we set our course for the Wielings. At six
o’clock in the morning two pinks from Scheven-
ing came alongside, each bringing a message and
dispatch from their Lordships the Committee of
Council, sent off to us express, together with the
copy of a letter addressed to their Lordships the
same day by the Burgomaster of Amsterdam, and
a copy of the letter written early on the morning of
T2, by Commissary Jacob Agges at East Vlieland
to the Board of Admiralty at Amsterdam, all
announcing the fact that the enemy had been off
the Schelling and the Vlie on ¥, with a force
of 100 to 120 ships. We shall therefore use all
diligence in continuing our course along the coast
in order to meet the enemy and to do them all the
damage we can. And if we chance not to meet
them we shall run up as far as the Vlie; and
supposing up to that time we do not sight them,
or receive any certain report of their whereabouts,
it will then be a matter for fresh consideration,
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whether in such case it would not be advisable for
us to receive off the harbour-mouths the fleet of
merchantmen and the warships that may now be
ready in the Texel and the Vlie, and to convoy
them as I proposed to your H.M. in my letter of
May 41 ; for it looks as if they were keeping an eye
on the aforesaid fleet, especially as we have so far
not seen them at all, with the wind in the N.E.
And if your H.M. should approve this plan, a pink
could be sent to us at once off Texel or the Vlie.

As T had resolved not to close the above letter,
or to allow the pinks to leave us until I had got
into the longitude of Schevening, at six o’clock this
afternoon, quite unexpectedly, Jan Bijl, a mate
belonging to the Veere, was brought up to me with
his fishing-pink ; and he stated that at two o’clock
this morning he had been right in the midst of the
English fleet, the mouth of the Veere being then,
he conjectured, S. and S. by E. of them twelve
miles off. They were steering a course to the
West. We therefore decided to alter our course
immediately, and to do our utmost to get to the
West to look for them, and do them every damage
we can. Please to rely upon this, and God grant
us the success we long for, that the result may
prove to His glory and to the honour of our beloved
country, &c.

On board the ship Brederode, 8 p.M., this 2°th M2  yyest

une

Cappel lying S. by E. of us, 3 or 4 miles distant.
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1046. 1}%”'7’%, 1653.—BAILIFFS OF YARMOUTH
LORAC:

[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 128.]

Right Honourables,—Having this day at eleven
of the clock in the forenoon received four several
packets of letters from the Generals of the fleet at
~sea by Capt. Angel Corbin, Commander of the
Mary ketch, to be posted away from hence, we
presently dispatched away this messenger, William
Turner with the same, who setteth out from hence
at twelve of the clock this day, and the fleet is now
East of this place not above five leagues off hasting
away to the Southward and Captain Strong with
the residue of the fleet here in the Roads under
his command are ordered by the Generals, as
Captain Corbin saith, to go off to the fleet. Not
having else at present to acquaint your Honours
withal.

We humbly rest

Your Honours’ most humble servants to be

-commanded,
RoBT. HARMER
JoHN ARNOLD }Bm’h’ﬁs.
WiLriaMm BURTON

Yarmouth, the 29th of May, 1653.

As this letter was finished we had sight of the
fleet on the backside of the Sands here.

1047, 323 1653.—R. OVERTON TO A.C.

June 9’
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi, 134.]
Right Honble.—Yours of May the 28th I

received the 3oth this morning, with intimation
from the frigate I sent forth of the fleet coming
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from Yarmouth Roads, which was immediately
seconded by the Generals’ ketch commanded by
Capt. Odey who was directed by the Generals
with this inclosed order! to be delivered to Capt.
Strong or Capt. William Pestall, neither of which
are as yet come up to this port, Capt. Strong
having laid for several days in Yarmouth Roads,
for what ends he best understands. I have
sent back the ketch with the best intimations
I could. I hope all your Honour’s letters with
those directed to Capt. Strong will come timely
to them. The ketch is limited to a time of forty-
eight hours for his return to the fleet, within the
compass whereof if he cannot keep he is then to
sail into Yarmouth Roads and there to remain till
further orders. I have also put an express per post
to Tynemouth Bar for all such ships as belong to
the Navy to return thereunto. The Genls. (as I
understand by Capt. Odey) have sent a challenge
to Tromp to come to sea and to give them an
opportunity of encounter. In the interim they lie
on the backside of Yarmouth Sands, but it is to be
feared that there being 300 Dutch merchant men
bound for the East and Tromp’s design is rather to
draw off our fleet to make their way than any pur-
pose he hath of present action. I purpose by this
ketch to send to the fleet the remainder of the"
prest men which were not put on board Capt.
Acklam. I have no more at present but to remain
Your Honour’s very humble servant,
RT. OVERTON.

Hull, May 30, 1653.

1 Cf. No. 1042.



64 THE NORTHWARD CRUISE AND

1048, M®3 1653 —~DEANE AND MONCK TO A.C.

June 10’

[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvi. 143.]

Gentlemen,—Yesterday morning came unto us,
being at an anchor off of Yarmouth, the Unicorn
and Portland frigates with six merchant ships of war
more and nine or ten victualling and waterships,
and we are now between Dunwich and Aldeburgh!
with the whole fleet, intending to ply it up as high
as the Long Sand Head to expect such ships as are
now in the river and Lee Road ready to sail, to
whom we have sent orders to make their repair unto
us this night if possible.

Even now by a ketch we are informed that
Admiral Tromp with his fleet was seen last
night off of the Long Sand Head, whom we shall
endeavour to find out according to the best intelli-
gence we have received, and should be glad if you
know anything of his motion you would communi-
cate the same to us for our better direction ; how-
ever our confidence is in the Lord, and do hope we
have his spirit for our guide, and that he will enable
us with wisdom from above to manage this great
trust committed to us as will stand most for his
glory and the good of this Commonwealth. We
much wonder there is not sent down with the
victuals a proportion of wood and candles answer-
able, with such like necessaries according to the late
allowance or at least so much thereof as concerns
the victuallers or also money to supply it at any
place where we come, about which we have already
written but hear nothing of it. We have also
written about hamaccoes and the great want there
is of them in the fleet, which you promised should
be sent unto us some time since, though we have

} MS. ‘ Dunnidge,’ ‘ Alborow,’
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them not as yet. Unless those and such like trivials
be timely provided as well as the rest, the service
will very much suffer. We are
Your very affectionate friends and servants
Ri. DEANE,
GEORGE MONCK.

From on board the Resolution
off of Dunwich, 31st May, 1653.

1049. June &, 1653—P. PETT TO A.C.

[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvii. 2.]

Right Honourable,—This enclosed directed to
the Lord General was returned in the smack which
was sent from hence on Sunday last. I have a
great desire to dispatch her for sea again to bring
intelligence, but shall forbear sending her away
till to-morrow evening, as desiring to know what
service your Honours will please to command her,
and humbly intreat I may receive your commands
by that time if conveniently it may be. I rejoice
to hear that the eight ships and frigates! are joined
with the fleet and that there is so fair a probability
of engaging the enemy being of late so near them.

. . . We are now paying the Straits fleet : 2 I
use my best endeavours for the gaining as many
of the seamen that are fit for the service to be
immediately entered upon these frigates going out.
At present they are the most disordered men that
I think I ever had to do with, but by degrees I hope
we shall be able to reduce them to a better temper,
of which there will be the more hope if your
Honours please to cause the ringleaders of those

! Cf. No. 1048.
? Badiley and his squadron had returned.
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many mutinies that have happened since their
going out to be brought to condign punishment.
We are fitting these frigates with all convenient
speed. I shall endeavour suddenly to give you
a good account of them.
Your Honours’ very humble servant,
PETER PETT.
Chatham, 1st June, 1653.

1050. June 4, 1653.—W. CULLEN TO T. KELSEY
[S. P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvii. 5.]

Honoured Sir,—The Dutch fleet is now
approaching towards us with a fair gale on the back
of the sands and may be here suddenly. The
troopers marched out of our town when the enemy
went last off our coast towards Deal and Sandwich
or Thanet, as the Dutch motion should occasion.
We are now sending to them to return to our relief ;
the Lord is infinite good and wise, very merciful, on
Him we desire to wait and repose ourselves. Yours
yesterday received informs that the fleet is come
into Portsmouth road.! The report here is by some
that came by Yarmouth that here is only a squad-
ron of fourteen sail that went out last. The Lord of
Hosts is with us and will be our refuge. After thanks
for letters, commit you to God. Rest your servant,

WnM. CULLEN.
Dover, June 1, 1653.

1051. Jume 7, 1653.—W. WILDEY TO A.C.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvii. 7.]

Right Honble.—I doubt not but Major Bourne,
who went from hence yesterday, hath given your

! This is inaccurate: possibly ¢ Portsmouth’ is written by
mistake for Yarmouth.
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Honours account when General Blake in the Essex
set sail with the several ships with him who were
this morning no lower down than Shoeburyness,
the wind being Northerly and little wind. ~ This
day being aboard of several ships which are left at
Lee, find them very poorly manned as to seamen,
they being taken out to man those ships that are
gone, but doubt not but we shall recruit them
again in some small time out of such ships and
vessels as pass by us here. I shall desire your
Honours to give orders for the impressing more
men to be sent unto them, as also for the sending
down of soldiers to the ships which have none, and
about 200 hammocks which they very much want,
to which effect I have written to the Commrs. of the
Navy, so desire your Honours to put them in mind
of it. We heard by a vessel that General Deane
with his fleet were off of Harwich this morning.
But for the Flemish fleet that was the day before
riding off the Longsands Head cannot hear which
way they are gone. I shall here attend your
Honours’ commands, humbly desiring a line or two
from you. In the interim will endeavour what I
can for the manning of those ships which is all at
present from him who is
Your Honours’ most humble servant,
WiLLMm. WILDEY.

Gravesend, the 2nd June, 1653,
at 5 at night.

Seamen Boys Soldiers

The Consent % . 48 6 19
The Bonaventure . {040 0 20
Exeter Merchant : . 46 5 19
James! 3 . . 30 6 4

! A merchantman, not to be confused with Penn’s flagship.
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Seamen Boys Soldiers

Josua : . 30 4 29

Seven Brothers h wend O 10 10
In the Hope

Recovery A ; AT 1) 18 0

1052. June %, 1653.—BLAKE TO N.C.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvii. 8.]

Honoured Gentlemen,—With all the diligence
that wind and weather would admit, we are got so
low as the middle of the Gunfleet ; having before
received divers orders from the Generals abroad
unto the commanders of all ships to hasten away to
them, being then between the Long Sands Head
and the Ness.! The bearer of thelast I2 away
forthwith back unto them from the 3 Grounds
with an express to let them know I was in my
way towards them, but that messenger is not yet
returned, neither have we any sight or notice which
way our fleet is gone, only the last night late there
came a verbal order to the captains of the fleet’s
removal from the Long Sands Head, and to give
them notice not to stir below Gunfleet till further
order, nor indeed is it safe or rational for us so to do.
I have dispatched this of purpose to give you an
account of our station, and to desire you to speed
away unto us such intelligence as you have received
touching our fleet, that I may resolve accordingly,
being desirous to put in for my share for the service
of the Commonwealth in this present juncture. If
it please God to call us thereunto in any short time,
such as the infirmity of my body will bear, which I
find increases upon me. If they shall engage before

! Probably Orfordness.

2 MS. torn here:? ‘sent.’
* MS. torn here:? ‘ Rolling.’



THE BATTLE OF THE GABBARD 69

we can come to make a conjunction with them.
The Lord of Hosts I hope will be in the midst of
them and so also the strength they have with them
as that this Com[monwealth] and nation may
receive comfort and benefit [is] the ardent desire
and continual prayer of
Your affectionate friend and servant,
RoB. BLAKE.

Aboard the Essex, middle of the Gunfleet, 2nd June 1653.

Since writing hereof I have received the enclosed
order to the captains and do intend to proceed
accordingly.

1053. June #,1 1653.—M. H. TROMP T0O S.G.
[Archives of the Hague. Translated.]

High and Mighty Lords,—In the forenoon of
the 752 instant we came upon the enemy in about
the longitude of Nieuport; we were ninety-eight
warships and six fire-ships ; they were ninety-five
or a hundred sail, seventy-five or eighty of which
were big, well-armed ships and frigates. About
eleven o’clock we began to engage with them, and
the fight lasted till nine o’clock at night, when the
two fleets drew off a little distance from one
another. During the day we lost Captain Joost
Bulter of Groeningen, who sank with his ship and
part of his crew, whilst our people saved some
of them.® This morning I summoned all the

! This letter is dated June .2, which is clearly a mistake : all
authorities agree in giving June 2 as the date of the first day’s
fighting in the battle of the Gabbard on North Foreland, and in
the Thurloe State Papers, Vol. I. (1742 edition), p. 269, a version
of this same letter appears dated June .

2 Jst MS., but this is clearly wrong.

1ith
3 The version in the Thurloe Papers adds here : ‘and Captain
Cornelius van Velsen was blown up with his ship, whereof only

five men were saved.’
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commanding officers and captains on board, and
found the greater part of them so short of ammuni-
tion that we should be unable to continue the fight
to-day. Vice-Admiral de With, amongst others,
has so little, that it would be all exhausted in three
hours, and Commodore de Ruijter has still less. I
purpose, therefore, to make one more sharp attack
on the enemy and we shall then be forced to retire.
And should the enemy keep up with us until we get
inside the Wielings, I beg your H.M. will employ
every means at disposal to reinforce our fleet, and
provide us with ammunition and stores, and will
also send your H.M.’s delegates into Zealand to
make arrangements for everything.  Herewith,
&c., &c.
(Signed) M. Harpts. TROMP.
In sight of Dunkirk, at eleven o’clock this June o, 1653, just

beginning to engage, with the cannon thundering; on board the
ship Brederode.

1054, June £, 1653.—A LETTER FROM LONDON
[Clar. MS. 45, fol, 482.]

London, June 3, 1653, st. vet.

We have this week but little news stirring. You
have certainly heard how the Butterboxes ? alarmed
us the last week, and did us some little affront at
Dover, which our noble General did so much resent
in respect of the nation’s honour as to profess (in
more than usual passion) that those insolent neigh-
bours should not receive such good terms of peace
from him as he before intended them. But our
greatest apprehension was for our ships at Ports-
mouth, which we thought in so much danger,

! MS. has June 22,

2 J.e. the Dutch.

el u
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especially the Sovereign, as we sent them express
order (in case the enemy made any attempt) to fire
them, and it’s the opinion of this place that it had
been done if the Dutch had had either the courage
or conduct to have appeared before them, but
whether it was want of intelligence or diligence in
them, we reckon it a great Providence. Blake was
sent down on Monday to prepare and bring out that
fleet,! as opportunity was offered : we sent posts
likewise toall our ports to secure themselvesagainst
any assault on the towns or shipping, and those
men-of-war which were drawing Northward are
ordered back to Yarmouth, as I take it Major
Browne? commands the squadron. Badiley’s ships
cannot be ready this pretty while. We have had
several reports of our fleet’s success against the
Dane and Dutch, which we receive as stories to
keep up the hearts of our party in these unpleasant
alterations. But it is most certain they had order
to visit both those coasts before their return, but
returned they are and engaged with the Dutch be-
tween Dover and Calais ; we are much afraid of our
Portsmouth fleet,® though the report be that they
were joined with the main fleet before the engage-
ment. On Thursday the fight began (as a fisherman
relates, about four of the clock in the morning ; but
our express from Dover says not till nine). About
that time he was dispatched from thence with
advertisement to our General, but came not hither
till nine this morning. Yesterday and this after-
noon we hear their cannon plain to this town ; and
now we have our desire, for we have with great

! This would seem by the context to be to Portsmouth, but
Blake cannot have gone there, as he was at the time in command
of the reinforcements getting ready in the Thames.

3 Apparently Bourne is meant.

3 There seems some confusion between the Portsmouth ships
and those from the Thames.
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confidence longed for this bout, and it will certainly
determine something in our Government, if not
the war with Holland.

1055. June %, 1653.—MONCK TO A.C.

[Printed in G. Penn’s ‘Memorials of Sir William Penn,’ Vol. I.
pp. 491-492, from an MS. copy of the original in Sir Wm.
Penn’s papers.]

Gentlemen,—Yesterday morning, being at an
anchor some two miles within the South head of
the Gaber ! early in the morning we discovered the
Dutch fleet about two leagues toleeward. We made
sail towards them and between eleven and twelve
at noon we were engaged, and for three hours the
dispute was very sharp on both sides, which con-
tinued from three till six in the evening, at which
time the enemy bore right away before the wind
and little more was done, only the frigates gave
chase so long as there was any light to distinguish
the one from the other. One of the Dutch admirals
was blown up and three or four more sunk, as we
are informed, but cannot hear that any of our own
ships were lost in the engagement, blessed be the
Lord! We are at this time very fair by them, and
shall endeavour our utmost to engage, as soon as
we can. It hath pleased the Lord to take away
Major-General Deane in this encounter, an honest
and able servant to this commonwealth : he was
slain by a great shot. In this engagement we
have spent the greatest part of our powder and
shot, and therefore I earnestly desire you will take
care that a considerable portion may be suddenly

! I.e. the Gable or Gabbard Shoal, a sandbank about 40 miles
East of Harwich and about N.E. by N. of the North Foreland.
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provided us and sent with such victualling and
water-ships as are yet behind, to be ready in Yar-
mouth road upon all occasions. I have mentioned
it to the Lord General that Vice-Admiral Penn
may be added to make up our number,! of whose
honesty and ability I hope you are well satisfied,
and do desire it may be seconded by you, if you
approve him. What ships are making ready in
the river may, as soon as can, be sent into Yar-
mouth to attend all commands. This is the best
account can be given at present.

Your most affectionate friend and servant,

GEo. MONCK.
From on board the Resolution, fourteen leagues from the

North Foreland, bearing West of us. June 3rd, 1653, at six in
the morning.

1056, Jume +4,2 1653.—M. H. TROMP TO S.G.
[Archives of the Hague. Translated.]

High and Mighty Lords,—My last letter was
written at eleven o’clock yesterday morning, when
we were occupied in turning in order to get as
much as possible to windward of the enemy, and
then to make the most of our advantage, and
attack them right in the centre of their fleet. But
when we had tacked about the wind dropped, and
the enemy, having the wind of us, seized their
advantage, and bore up to attack us, and we
fought till an hour after sundown. Through the
carelessness or lack of experience in naval warfare
of several of the captains and their officers, several
of us ran one into another and were thrown into

! I.e. the vacancy among the Generals at sea created by
Deane’s death.

3 This letter is dated June 33, but the correct date must be
June ¥4tn.  Cf. Thurloe State Papers, i. p. 270.
V. G
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confusion, and were also surrounded by some of
the quickest-sailing of the enemy’s frigates and
captured, and some also were cut off from us; so
that, by the report of the captains who were
signalled to come on board this morning whilst
we were lying at anchor (Ostend S.S.E. of us), it
appears that the following ships have been either
taken or sunk, we do not know which—the
Amsterdam Admiralty ship, commanded by Cap-
tain Jan Gidionse ; the North-Quarter Admiralty
‘ ship, Pieter Schellinger; the Amsterdam Direc-
tors’ ship, Cornelis Louwerensz: ; the Enkhuijsen
Directors’ ship, Jan Duijm ; the Edam Directors’
ship, Hendrick Pietersz:; and the ship Wester-
goo, Commander Simen Claesz:. The last-named
very imprudently got in among the enemy’s
ships, and surrendered. I am obliged to derive
my information chiefly from report, because I
was constantly lying in the smoke of the cannon
myself, and could see very little of what was going
on. Meanwhile the captains given in this list! are
missing in addition to the above, and we do not
know whether they got parted from us during the
night, and have put in to other harbours against
orders ; for we hear from our advice-boat, com-
manded by Master Teunis Willemsz: van der
Heidje, which has just come in to us with two
dispatches from your H.M. of &% that he met
seventeen ships of our fleet this morning, and that
he had spoken four of them. Finding our ships are

! The list may be supplied from Thurloe, Vol. I, p. 271. Missing :
Captdin John Brackel, Captain Adrien der Ooren, Captain Isaac
Coode, Captain Singeman Cats, Captain Cleyntien, Captain
Abraham Vorlecht, Captain Haerkens, Captain Adrien Contyn,
Captain Rietberch, Captain John Jacob Cop, Captain William
Folkertie, Captain John Fananssen Shirter, Captain Barren Tiniens
Sovder. Fire-ship reported sunk: Captain Dick Stroo. Fire-ship
maliciously blown up : Captain Jacob Aren.
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very much shattered, and that we are very
short of ammunition, and the enemy, moreover,
being still in sight of us, with a force of more than
a hundred large ships, I have resolved, with the
advice of the chief officers of the fleet, to run with
the ships now with us just inside the sand banks of
the Wielings, hoping there to meet the delegates
of their H.M., and also of the Admiralty Boards and
Directors, so as to make all arrangements necessary
for the supplies required of ammunition and almost
all kinds of stores; so that the said fleet may be
made ready again without loss of time, and, being
effectually reinforced, may be in a position to defy
the enemy. For if we are not furnished with these
things, the country has nothing to expect, humanly
speaking, but disgrace, with the force the enemy
has at present at command. As regards the ship
Brederode under my command, we have received
several shots below the Water-line, which we have
stopped up as well as we can, but still she was so
leaky that during the night, though all the pumps
were at work, the water rose to a height of five feet
in the hold, and she was kept afloat by a great
number of the crew baling the water out. And we
are now busy bringing her in by the same means
and hope to stop the leakages ; and if it cannot be
obviated, I shall be obliged to run her ashore above
Rammekens.
Herewith, &c., &c.
(Signed) M. HArpts. TroMP.

1057. June 14, 1653—N. BOURNE TO N.C.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvii. 31.]
Right Honourable,—I have endeavoured since
my coming down to prosecute those commands I

received from your Honours. But you may please
G 2
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to take notice that the Advantage frigate is yet
above Erith to the disadvantage of the public
affairs at this time. The neglect I doubt not but
will be accounted for. I spent most of the last
night in ordering a proportion of several stores at
Deptford, which I hope will be sent down to me
this next ebb if the like dulness do not possess
them as others. The particular stores are here
enclosed which for the present I thought very
necessary to send, being very sensible of the great
want there is like to be amongst the fleet of a far
greater quantity. The Recovery being the best
ship here remaining I found in Tilbury Hope which
I ordered immediately to set sail, and I expect her
here this next tide, which so soon as she is come I
shall immediately man her, and I hope two, if not
more, of the next best ships (if any considerable
number of seamen come down from London), but
the account you are wont to receive of the number
of seamen aboard ships here I can never find it
hold out by one half when I come to take a
particular view of them, which although some may
think to please you in, yet the service is prejudiced
thereby. I shall not be wanting in what concerns
my duty and improve all my power and interest in
giving dispatch to what ships can possibly be sent
away. I humbly beg the speeding away chirur-
geons, &c., and that your Honours will send orders
to Mr. Pett to send away some boats, topmasts,
yards and fishes from Chatham, there being very
few at Deptford.

As for intelligence from the fleet I have laid out
by all means, and all I can as yet gather is general
by some fishermen being off the North Foreland
yesterday afternoon, who heard the constant peal
of guns all day, they guess near the coast of
Flanders and Zealand, but saw none all day long,
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which I am apt to believe because since last evening
there hath nothing been heard of them. I am very
willing to believe that God hath borne witness
against those who have lifted up themselves against
Him and His interest, and I hope you will suddenly
hear that they are pursued to their holes. I shall
use all possible means to gain further advice,
which I shall speed away to your Honours. What
men come down please to order to the Recovery,
where I shall be to dispose of them to the best
advantage of the present exigency.

The latter part of this flood may possibly pro-
duce some further intelligence, which if so I shall
not omit to communicate the same by every
opportunity. Not more at present, but that I am
resolved to be, ‘

Right Honourable,
Your very humble and faithful servant,
N. BOURNE.

Joshua, in Lee Road, June 4, 1653, past 11 forenoon.

1058. Jume 4%, 1653.—PETER PETT TO N.C.

[S.P. Dom, Commonwealth, xxxvii. 32.]

Right Honourable,—Soon after I received your
packet directed to the Generals I sent away the
smack and do hourly expect her return. All the
intelligence that I have had of the engagement of
the fleet (besides the hearing of great guns upon
the hills near Chatham) has been from the Deputy
Governor of Deal Castle, which I had imparted to
your Honours. But yet I certainly know you have
both from thence and Dover what intelligence those
parts afford.

I have received your Honours’ this morning of
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yesternight’s date. I did before it came to hand
put on extra help for the immediate getting ready
of the Reserve, Pheenix and Eliza, two of which I
hope will be ready for sailing into Lee Road on
Monday next and the other on Wednesday at
farthest. The Warwick shall also be hastened.
The Reserve’s victuals hath been long since sent
for but doth not yet appear. I wish the victuallers
would take alittlemore care and punctually observe
directions. I desire they would hasten down here
the Eliza and Pheenix victuals. I have written to
them to that purpose and hope they will not need
quickening from your Honours. I have also sent
to the Office of the Ordnance about their stores
and do wish they would leave an instrument still
here as well for securing as repairing carriages
against ships go out, for want of which the service
doth sometimes a little suffer.

I shall observe your Honours’ order touching
shipping away some cordage for the fleet, which I
think is very convenient at present.

The gunner of the Eliza, Rich. Loane, being
very ill, desires that one Joseph Anderson, who
hath a long time gone mate in the ship, may supply
his place till he is well. The man is a stranger to
me but well recommended by others. I have put
him to take care of the business at present till I
shall hear further from your Honours. The Lord
send you good news of the fleet. I shall not fail to
let you have the first intelligence that comes to
hand. :

I take leave and rest,
Your Honours’ most humble servant,
PETER PETT.

Chatham, 4th June, 1653.
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1059. June 4, 1653.—BOURNE TO A.C.
[S.P. Dom. Commonwealth, xxxvii. 32.]

Right Honourable,—I would not study words
to make anything I can do look big, or propound
difficulties where there is none, only speak this
word under a favourable acceptation that I have
had my hands full of this rugged work, but it’s
upon a public account and the motion being so
swift I hope it’s of no long continuance. How-
ever, I resolve against weariness as to my part.

There is come down already about 700 soldiers
which I have shipped aboard such ships which I
intend to send away, and have given orders to the
commanders in each ship to keep a distinct list
of them to the end they may be delivered according
to the General’s order when they come to the
fleet. Here is likewise about 120 seamen the
greatest part whereof are belonging to Capt.
Badiley’s squadron, with whom I have had no
small trouble to quiet their spirits, they are so
enraged that they are sent away after this manner,
having tickets given to secure them for the space
of six days. I have assured them that so soon as
the present exigency of affairs will permit it
they shall enjoy that liberty granted them and
have freedom to go aboard their own frigates. The
Advantage frigate is not come down as yet,
neither the Recovery, the want of both which causes
me great trouble at present to dispose of the men
and hinders that dispatch which I should other-
wise have given them. I am resolved to awaken
them to-morrow morning, by which time I shall be
ready also to dispatch away three, if not more, and
then shall give you a particular account of what
is done here.
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I have nothing of intelligence that is worth
your view, it amounting to nothing more than
what your Honours have already received, but by
all collections made it’s most probable our fleet
have pursued the chase of the Dutch home to the
Willings.

In case I receive no further orders from your
Honours as to the disposal of these ships that shall
be ready to-morrow I shall give them directions
to sail to the North Foreland, where I d<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>