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FROM THE NEW EDITOR

Custom dictates that a new editor issue a

statement concerning his "editorial policy."

We have noticed, however, that most of these

statements seldom produce any new ideas. They

are usually restatements of policies set by prede-

cessors. Now that we have assumed the duty as

editor of THE FLYLEAF, we are in a position to

understand the reluctance of new editors to intro-

duce innovations of these customary remarks.

Most newly appointed editors are novices at

the task; they have never before edited a journal

(as is the case with the present novice), or they

have formerly brought out journals of an entirely

different nature from the one for which they are

now responsible. In either case, the fledgling

will be slow to make changes.

Certainly, Professor McKillop's editorial
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policy leaves little if any room for change. The

knowledge of books which he brought to the task

and the facility of expression and wit in his well-

turned paragraphs are goals which are earnestly

sought but hardly won.

Our editorial policy, therefore, will be in

spirit, at least, what it has been heretofore: to

serve the Fondren Library and to keep her friends

informed of her needs and desires. Differences in

this policy and that of our predecessor will be in

method and style, not in purpose and aim.

W.S.D.
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EARLY AMERICAN SHEET MUSIC

For some time, a large quantity of sheet

music has "been held in the library in anticipation

of some sort of research and orderly filing of the

material to form a usable collection. The first

step in this process was that of inspecting the

music to see what we had. It was at this time that

the immense volume and variety of the items at hand

made apparent the need for limiting the collection

so that it could be brought into order and conven-

iently accommodated,

A few general categories now suggested them-

selves as helps in shaping the collection. One of

these (significant for its sheer bulk, among other

things) was that of American Popular Sheet Music.

Happily, most of the material in this classification

was published within the century 1830-1930; and

while the library would welcome items of an earlier

date, it is as well that we have not been confronted

with the popular music output for the years following

1930, for it was in the thirties that the "Swing"
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movement and a renewed interest in phonograph

records stimulated song writers and publishers

to their present condition of uncontrollable

productivity.

Within this category, another date was seen

to bear a relation to the character of the indi-

vidual songs: after the late eighteen-seventies

(or at about midpoint in the century 1830-1930),

popular sheet music began to display signs of

hasty preparation, mass-production printing methods,

and, in content, an air of unabashed commercialism

that we associate with today's musical ephemera.

In particular, the use at this time of movable

type in music printing resulted in some of the

ugliest pages ever seen. By contrast, the pub-

lished music of the decades before 1870 was printed

on heavy, white wove stock that has retained its

color to this day; it is cleanly, carefully en-

graved and highly legible. In sentiment, the

earlier songs usually preserve a lofty, if sometimes

cloying, attitude toward love, motherhood, the

flag, and all children and animals.
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Among the very interesting and valuable items

found so far in the collection of American popular

music published before 1870 are first editions of

COLUMBIA, TEE GEM. OF THE OCEAN and BEN BOLT. A

setting of Thomas Moore's ABABY'S DAUGHTER, prob-

ably dating from the eighteen-fifties, introduces

a melody by George Kiallmark which turns out to be

identical with the tune of Woodworth's THE OLD

OAKEN BUCKET, a song which did not appear until

after 1870. An undated, early edition of THE STAR

SPANGLED BANNER uses the old "Anacreon in Heaven"

melody in its original form, somewhat different

from our modern version. Two folk songs, OLD ZIP

COON (or TURKEY IN THE STRAW) and JOHN BROWN HAD

A LITTLE INDIAN turn up surprisingly in a medley

of songs in piano solo arrangement taken from a

forgotten minstrel show of around 18^5. This is

surely one of the earliest printed versions of the

JOHN BROWN song.

Music for the period 1870-1930 is now being

examined and filed. In addition, a promising

collection of operettas and musical comedies of
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the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries

awaits our attention. A number of songs have "been

noted which take American cities as their subject;

a handful of them seem to "be works chanting the

glories of Houston, Galveston, and Pasadena (Texas?)

This music is now housed in the Music Room

where research and filing is in progress. Most of

it has been put away in large cabinets and is in

alphabetical order by title. It can be examined

by readers at the regular Music Room hours.

William Rice
Music and Fine Arts Librarian

"If some books are deemed most baneful and
their sale forbid, how then, with deadlier
facts, not dreams of doting men? Those
whom books will hurt will not be proof
against events. Events, not books, should
be forbid."

- Herman Melville
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THE HOUSTON POST ON MICROFILM

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hamilton are giving

the Fondren Library the current HOUSTON POST on

microfilm. The POST itself will give the reels

so far filmed of back issues (to 1920 ) and others

as they come out. The Fondren is indeed glad to

have this fine gift and offers warm thanks to

the Hamiltons and to the POST.

"A book reads the better, which is our
own, and has been so long known to us,

that we know the topography of its blots,

and dog's ears, and can trace the dirt in
it to having read it at tea with buttered
muffins, or over a pipe, which I think is
the maximum.

"

- Charles Lamb
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GIFTS

Sister M. Agatha 7 v. new fiction and non fictio

I. Friedlander Chapter,
American Council for Judaism or Jewish nationalism.
Judaism by Elmer Berger

Joe H. Baker, Jr. Works of John Tillotson, 1728
Church of England, Thirty-nine

articles. . . 1739
English hymnal

Brazilian Consulate Brazil , by T. Lynn Smith

Franz R. Brotzen Technical periodicals

W. Corrington ASCAP index of performed
compositions, 1952

Mr. & Mrs. H. 0. Feather Collection of books on
design, interior decoration,
furniture, etc. Approximately
500 volumes.

Geology Department Geological map of the British
Isles and part of France,
by I. A. Knipe, 1850

Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Hamilton Microfilm edition of the
Houston Post , beginning with
March 1, 1957

Houston Endowment Jesse H. Jones, by Bascom Timmor

Humble Oil Company Gift of $200 to Friends of
Fondren Library for the purchase
of books



FRIENDS OF THE FONDREN LIBRARY
AT THE RICE INSTITUTE

Name

Address

I am enclosing two dollars as
annual membership dues.

I wish in addition to contribute
to the Book Fund the following

of 100 volumes on
I

m an antiphonarium
sed in the Cathedral
ity. Given to Mrs.
usin by Pres. Aleman

membership: including two medical
rman

Sustaining $ 10. QO
Subscribing 25.00 to which is added
Benefactor 100.00 d the Butterfly, a
Patron 500.00 e manner of John Gay,

Please remit to the Treasurer:

Mr. Charles W. Hamilton
National Bank of Commerce
Houston 1, Texas

r volumes on English

the rat skeleton

othingness , by
1 Sartre

Thomas W. Moore 6h v. including books on
management, History of the
Standard Oil Company by Ida
M. Tarbell, Black Golconda,
by Marcosson, and recent
fiction and non-fiction

Phillip R. Myers Steamboat bill of facts ,

19^3 to 1956

Mrs. Kenneth Dale Owen $100 for collection of books
by Claude Houghton

James W. Phillips The Democrat (Huntsvilie, Ala)
v.4:70 - v.J, 1827-29.
Microfilm
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Isles and part of France,
by I. A. Knipe, I85O
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of books

'



GIFTS

George Kirksey Collection of 100 volumes on
World War II

Mrs. Ralph D. Looney 2 pages from an antiphonarium
which was used in the Cathedral
in Mexico City. Given to Mrs.
Looney' s cousin by Pres. Aleman

E. F. Kalb h volumes, including two medical
books in German

Alan D. McKillop Three odes, to which is added
The Miss and the Butterfly, a
fable in the manner of John Gay ,

and 20 other volumes on English
literature

Rose Matthaei Genesis of the rat skeleton

Mrs. Jeff Montgomery Being and nothingness , by
Jean-Paul Sartre

Thomas W. Moore 6k v. including books on
management, History of the

Standard Oil Company by Ida
M. Tarbell, Black Golconda,
by Marcosson, and recent
fiction and non-fiction

Phillip R. Myers Steamboat bill of facts ,

19^3 to 1956

Mrs. Kenneth Dale Owen $100 for collection of books

by Claude Houghton

James W. Phillips The Democrat (Huntsviile, Ala)

v.4:70 - v.7, 182T-29.
Microfilm
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GIFTS

J. P. Schumacher

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Tellepsen

Wallace C. Thompson

United Gas Company

Publications on geology,
Mining engineering, 1953-7,
Modern music , 19^3-^6

Tom Tellepsen, builder and
believer, by Andrea K.

Flynn

New Beethoven letters ,

edited by MacArdle

Public Utilities
Fortnightly, 19^7-55

Chaille Rice Literary Society
Gift for purchase of records
for music room

Elizabeth Baldwin Literary Society Alumnae
Gift for purchase of slide
projector

Owen Wister Literary Society
Gift for purchase of south-

western and western history



11.

MEMORIAL GIFTS

In memory of Given by

Mrs. Vernon King Averill Mr. & Mrs. Herman Brown
Mr. & Mrs. David Frame

Andre Barrier

Edward S. Boyle

s

Lamar Camp

Frank S. Carothers

B. Burnett Carson

W. T. Carter, Jr.

Dunbar Chambers

Judge W. J. Crumb

Merrick Davis

Mrs. May Smith Dean

C. W. Dempesy

John K. Dorrance

Herschel M. Duncan

W. J. Dvorak

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Hodges

Mrs. Preston Moore

Sarah Lane Literary Society
Alumni

Mr. & Mrs. David Frame

Anonymous donor
Mr. & Mrs. J. Rorick

Cravens
Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore

Low Temperature Research
Group, Rice Institute

Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore

Edward B. Mayo
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In memory of

Dr. James Graham Flynn

A. C. Ford

Mrs. Calvin B. Garwood

Mrs. D. C. Glenn

Homer E. Henderson

Mrs. Grace Jean

Ernest Langston

Ann Calhoun Lewis

Forest W. McNeir

David Glen Masterson

E. R. Oberwetter, Jr.

Michael John O'Donnell

Mrs. W. S. Patton

Bishop Clinton S. Quin

Norman Robb

Given "by

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Rutter
Dr. & Mrs. J. Paul Schumache
Mrs. William Ward Watkin

Mrs. Arthur Boice

Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Dunham

Mr. & Mrs. J. Rorick Cravens
1

Mrs. Lillian A. Calhoun
Miss Harriette M. Alsworth

Mrs. C. H. Neblett
'

Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Hamilti

Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Masterson

Helen L. Binde
Mrs. C. A. Fortner
Mr. & Mrs. Charles McCabe

Philip E. Sayers

Harold E. Mortimer

Mrs, Preston Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Durell Carothers
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In memory of

Mrs. C. J. Robertson

Jesse Walter Saxon

Louis August Scholl, Jr.

Lewis Shelby

Paul Grainger Taylor

Mrs. Helen Tucker

Mrs. Mary Alice Bradbury

Mrs. Sarah Werlin

Mrs. George M. Woodward

W. C. Woolf

Given by

Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Tsanoff
Mary F. Fuller
Mr. & Mrs. T. H. Shartle
Mrs. William Ward Watkin

Mrs. A. W. McStravick

Mrs. Louis A. Scholl, Jr.
& The Texas Company

Mr. & Mrs. C. M. Hudspeth

Mr. & Mrs. George Carmack
Mrs. Myrtle M. Clausel
Mrs. R. T. Yarbrough
Miss Lucile Yarbrough

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Maurice

Weaver
Mrs. Willard W. Glaze

E. F. Kalb
Elva Kalb Dumas
Mrs. F. W. Kalb

Mrs. Preston Moore

Mrs. Preston Moore
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