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A Letter to the Friends

Dear Friends of Fondren Library:

The Friends of Fondren condnues an acdve year, celebrating

on February 20 the many contributions of Bill and Diana

Hobby to the Fondren Library at the annual gala. The spar-

kling dinner/auction at the newly-restored Crystal Ballroom at

The Rice reflected the many hours of planning and the diligent

work of Susanne Glasscock and her committee. A plethora of

wonderful items collected by Sally Reynolds, Wellington Yu, and

Jan Domenico were auctioned by our president, Malcolm

Gillis, revealing more of his Renaissance character. An experi-

ence not to be forgotten! The entire Friends board of directors

was involved in creating this, our most successful gala to date.

Over 390 guests attended, and we set a record in money raised

for our new endowment fund.

Before we had a chance to take a deep breath, we enjoyed a

Sunday afternoon with Rice authors at a well-attended panel

discussion and reception on March 21. This event in the Kyle

Morrow Room honored the 42 Rice-affiliated authors who pub-

lished in 1998.

Our annual meeting was held on May 25 and included a re-

ception, dinner, and program. It was again held at Cohen
House since this has been such a popular venue. Pamela

Giraud, event chair, planned a wonderful menu and asked Vice

Provost and University Librarian Chuck Henry to give us an

overview of the plans for the library expansion and renovation.

There will be more about this event in the next issue of The

Flyleaf.

We need your support, ideas and energy to continue our suc-

cess in supporting the library. We look forward to your partici-

pation in our upcoming activities.

Sincerely,

(HA AtodlAjUrvL

Texas Anderson

President

Fondren Library

Founded under the charter of the

university dated May 18, 1891, the

library was established in 1913. Its

present building was dedicated No-
vember 4, 1949, and rededicated in

1969 after a substantial addition,

both made possible by gifts of Ella

F. Fondren, her children, and the

Fondren Foundation and Trust as

a tribute to Walter William Fon-

dren. The library celebrated its

half-millionth volume in 1965 and
its one-millionth volume on April

22, 1979.

The Friends

The Friends of Fondren Library

was founded in 1950 as an associa-

tion oflibrary supporters interested

in increasing and making better

known the resources of Fondren
Library at Rice University. The
Friends, through members' contri-

butions and sponsorship of a pro-

gram of memorials and honor gifts,

secure gifts and bequests, and pro-

ride funds for the purchase of rare

books, manuscripts, and other ma-
terials that are needed to support

teaching and research at the uni-

versity.

The Flyleaf

Founded October, 1950, The Flyleaf

is published by the Friends of

Fondren Library, MS - 245, Rice

University, P.O. Box 1892, Houston,

Texas 77251-1892. TheFlyleaf is a

record of the activities of the

Friends, the Fondren Library, and
the generosity of the library's sup-

porters. The Flyleaf is published

three times in each academic cal-

endar year and is also available

online at the Friends of Fondren
web site at http://ruf.rice.edu/~fofl/.
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Nineteenth Annual Fondren Saturday Night

The Friends ofFondren HonorMr. andMrs. William P. Hobby

On Saturday, February 20, 1999, the Friends

of Fondren Library honored Mr. and Mrs. Will-

iam P. Hobby at the annual Fondren Saturday

Night gala. For the first time in nineteen years

this popular event was held in an off-campus lo-

cation—The Crystal Ballroom at The Rice which

accommodated over 390 guests. This change in

venue was not the only first of the evening.

Susanne Glasscock, chair of the gala, was as-

sisted by gala committee members Texas Ander

son, Jan Domenico,

Kyle Allen Frazier,

Elizabeth Kidd, Sally

Reynolds, Norma Scott,

Lee Seureau, Kathryn

Smyser, Phoebe Tudor,

and Wellington Yu.

The committee, along

with members of the

Friends' board of direc-

tors, gathered interest-

ing and priceless auc-

tion items, addressed

and stuffed envelopes,

and spent the day of the

event creating an el-

egant setting for the

dinner and auction.

Their diligence was re-

warded with proceeds

totaling more than $119,000 for the Special Col-

lections Endowment Fund.

Another first for the Friends was everyone's fa-

vorite auction item—a live miniature horse do-

nated by Linda and D. Kent Anderson. The per-

fectly-groomed and perfectly-behaved horse was

watched over by Ranch Manager Tuffy Acton

who extolled the virtues of the breed.

The third and final first of the evening was the

appearance of a new auctioneer, President

Malcolm Gillis. The

laughter which ema-

nated from the ball-

room, as well as the

dollars raised in the

live auction, proved

that Dr. Gillis was a

great success!

The highlight and

focus of the evening

was the introduction

of Diana and Bill

Hobby by Vice Provost

and University Librar-

ian Charles Henry. He
eloquently described

the Hobbys and their

involvement with

Fondren Library. His

remarks are reprinted

on page 6.

William P. and Diana Hobby

m The Flyleaf 4



Spring 1999 5



Charles Maynard and Larry and. Karen George
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Remarksfrom Vice Provost and

University Librarian Charles Henry:

It is both a singular honor and something of a formality to introduce to-

night our Gala honorees, Bill and Diana Hobby. A singular honor, certainly,

because it is so rare in life that one gets to meet and begin to know two such

remarkable and compassionate people; a formality because any introduction

can at best skim or circle, but never capture their character and achieve-

ments.

Part of the complexity of Diana and Bill Hobby is the way their lives are so

interwoven with the lives of many of you here tonight and with the great state

of Texas, Houston, Rice University and Fondren Library. Think of Texas: be-

cause of their guidance and influence, today our children

are better educated and cared for; the life of the mind is

rightfully cherished, and we have learned what honesty in

government can accomplish. Think of Houston: because

of the unflagging commitment of Diana and Bill Hobby
this city has a deep and abiding culture; its forms of cre-

ative expression are lively and varied, its harmonies strong.

And Fondren Library: we are here tonight especially to

honor the Hobbys as great friends. Their interest in and
engagement with Fondren has helped to awaken an insti-

tution on the eve of a new century. The momentum has

begun, and will not pause—the world is too interesting for

that—and I can promise you tonight

that in the years ahead Fondren will be

an astonishing place, where the tradi-

tional and the new are finally married

with unprecedented elegance and rigor.

For all of their individual and often

intriguing differences, Bill and Diana

share some profound qualities: they are

uncompromising in their pursuit of ex-

cellence; they speak with candor and

humor in a way only those who have

deeply observed the human condition

can; and they quietly insist, in every-

thing they undertake, whether in the

arts or politics, in public life or among
friends, that we as a society are as ac- Peggy Bamett, Bill Hobby, Bill Barnett, and Elizabeth GiUis

countable to the future as we are re-

sponsible for the past.

To put this most succinctly, because of Bill and Diana Hobby, we stand a

much better chance, as the poet William Blake once envisioned, to thresh

our soul from its husk.
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Bill and Diana Hobby

The program contained a fact-filled

and entertaining biography of the

honorees. The text was crafted by

professor Robert Patton and the Rice

Publications Office and is reprinted

here:

The lives of Bill and Diana

Hobby have been marked by

continual interest in writing and

philanthropy. William Pettus

Hobby, a native Texan, was born

in Hermann Hospital. His fa-

ther, William P. Hobby Sr.,

served as governor of Texas

(1917-1921) and was president

and later owner of the Houston

Post, where in 1895 he had first

worked as a clerk. Bill's mother,

Oveta Culp Hobby, organized

the Women's Army Corps,

served as the first Secretary of

Health, Education, and Welfare

during the Eisenhower adminis-

tration, and later was chairman

of the board at the Post and a

Rice trustee.

"He will make a good

lieutenant governor,

honestly."

Bill's lifelong association

with Rice began in 1949, when
he entered the university as a

math major. After a year, Profes-

sor Hubert E. Bray suggested

that he consider picking an-

other field of study; he did,

choosing history. He enrolled in

Professor William Masterson's

History 110, American History,

but contracted hepatitis. During

Bill's six-week convalescence,

Dr. Masterson stopped by the

house two or three times a

week to deliver the lectures he

had missed. Consequently

Masterson became Hobby's

mentor and advisor.

After Bill recovered from his

illness, he participated in intra-

mural sports and was elected to

the Honor Council. He also ed-

ited the Thresher for three years,

during a time when, as he says,

"not much went on." He gradu-

ated in 1953.

While assigned to the Office

of Naval Intelligence in Wash-

ington, D.C., Bill met Diana

Poteat Stallings, a North Caro-

linian who had earned her

bachelor's degree from

Radcliffe and was teaching at a

Virginia girls' school. "I knew
from the moment I met her that

I wanted to marry her," Bill de-

clares. He proposed; she ac-

cepted; they were married in

1954. Diana received a Master's

Degree in English at George-

town and was awarded a fellow-

ship for doctoral work at Rice in

1957.

The Hobbys moved to Texas

when Bill joined the family busi-

ness as managing editor of the

Houston Post. Diana worked as

book editor of the Post, while

Bill administered the news-

paper's operations, becoming

president and executive editor

in 1965. They contributed time,

talent, and energy to innumer-

able charities, and along the

way, making it look easy, they

raised four children, Laura,

Paul, Andrew, and Kate.

In 1972 Bill campaigned for

his first public office with the

slogan, "He will make a good

lieutenant governor, honestly."

Elected on his first try, he was

re-elected four times, serving in

all for 18 years, the longest ten-

ure of any Texas lieutenant gov-

ernor. In those days his office

was the most powerful in the

State; he presided over the Sen-

ate and set the budgets during

an era of large surpluses. A
moderate progressive, he was

particularly notable for his sup-

port of education. Meanwhile,
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Diana chaired Texas Child Care
'76 and worked tirelessly on
child-care issues. While com-

pleting her dissertation on Will-

iam Butler Yeats, she accepted a

position as Associate Editor of

Rice's scholarlyjournal SEL

Studies in English Literature 1500-

1900, an office she held until

her retirement in 1991.

In that year. Bill also left of-

fice. The Post had been sold in

1983, but the Hobbys, through

H&C Communications, Inc., ex-

panded into radio and televi-

sion. Bill chaired the corpora-

tion until 1995, when its assets

were sold. A good thing, since

in that year Bill was asked to

take on the position of chancel-

lor of the University of Houston

at $1.00 per year ($0.93 after

withholding). At the same time,

he continued to teach, holding

the Sid Richardson Chair in

Public Affairs in the LBJ School

at the University of Texas at Aus-

tin and the Radoslav Tsanoff

Chair of Public Affairs at Rice.

He was honored as a Distin-

guished Alumnus in 1985 and

now is a trustee advisor on the

Rice Board of Trustees.

Diana has devoted a great

deal of time in recent years to

Fondren Library. She was a

member of the Library Plan-

ning Committee, whose goals

and general mandate, pub-

lished in 1997, provided the vi-

sion for the library at Rice.

Diana has been a member of

the board of directors of

Diana has been a member

of the board of directors

of Friends of Fondren

Library since 1993

Friends of Fondren Library

since 1993 and she and Bill

have contributed significantly to

the success of the Distinguished

Guest Lecture Series sponsored

bv the Friends.

Through the Hobby Family

Foundation, Bill, Diana, and

their children have supported

research in the humanities, the

editing of TheJefferson Davis Pa-

pers, the Model Science Labora-

tory, and efforts to improve

literacy and academic achieve-

ment in poor areas of Houston;

they also supplied the lead gift

for the new Hobby Center for

the Performing Aits. The Will-

iam Pettus Hobby Chair in

American History honors Bill's

father, and the Diana Hobby
Fellowships fund graduate in-

ternships in editing at SEL. Most

recently and significantly, in De-

cember 1997, the Hobby Foun-

dation designated $21.4 million

to define and create the library

of the next century at Rice. The
gift, and Rice's acceptance of it,

signal the centrality of the li-

brary to the university's future.

Even beyond all these excep-

tional instances of productive

service and civic mindedness,

however, the Hobbys are loved

for their warmth, enthusiasms,

boundless energy, positive out-

look, and generous affection.

Their idea of a good time is

riding after a fox across the

muddy fields of Ireland in No-

vember, or hosting a fund-rais-

ing dinner for 125. Bill has set

up in Paul's old attic bedroom a

veritable electronic command
post, through which he imports

information, maps, charts and

graphs, statistics, and terrible

jokes from all over the world,

and out of which he issues sen-

sible, short editorials on major

issues. Diana seems to spend

her days and nights in the car,

transporting (in all senses) her

grandchildren and escaping to

the countryside.

Dinners with the Hobbys, like

tonight's, are inevitably models

of what enlightened conversa-

tion, spiced with good stories

and benign gossip, ought to be.
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Friends ofFondren would like to thank thefollowing

underwritersfor making thegala a success:

Fondren Circle

Anne and Charles W. Duncan, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Elkins, Jr.

Burt and Deedee McMurtry

Ms. Lillie Robertson

Louisa Stude Sarofim

Benefactors

Ray C. Fish Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D.Jamail

Beverly and Leonard Martin Foundation

Ber and Adele Peiper

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace S. Wilson

Sponsors

The D. Kent and Linda C. Anderson

Foundation

Baker & Botts, L.L. P.

Katherine T. Brown
Robert J. Card, M.D., and Karol Kreymer

Mr. and Mrs. Melbern G. Glasscock

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh E. Gragg

Shirley Laughlin Hamner

Albert and Elizabeth Kidd

Linda and Ken Lay Family

Paula andJon Mosle

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn E. Seureau

Phdebe and Bobby Tudor

Vinson & Elkins L.L.P

Mary Ellen and Dick Wilson

Patrons

Texas Anderson 8c Norma Scott

Katherine B. Dobelman
Gardere Wynne Sewell & Riggs, L.L.P.

Greenwood King Properties

The GulfStar Group, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Berdon Lawrence /

Hollywood Marine, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. John L. Margrave

David and Caroline Minter

Carloss Morris

Roy and Evelyn Nolen & Kit and

Rufus Wallingford

Robert L. Patten and E. Sethjenks

Sara Meredith Peterson

Sally and Norman Reynolds

Virginia Rorschach 8c Lora Teague

Dr. and Mrs. H. Irving Schweppe, Jr.

Studies in English Literature

Mr. and Mrs. Wellington Yu
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Auction Donors

Accessories International, Inc.

Actors Theatre of Houston

Agama Computer
Alley Theatre

Kent and Linda Anderson

Texas Anderson

Arden's Picture Framing

Saint Arnold Brewing Co.

Barbeques Galore

Beautique

Bistro Cuisine

Anne and Robins Brice

Cafe Annie

Ted Carey/Golf Ait Co.

Chinese Cafe

Maxann and Jay Collins

Continental Airlines

Jose Cruz, Jr.

Eleanor Curtis

Da Camera
Damian's Cucina Italiana

Detering Book Gallery

KUHT-Channel 8

El Meson
Lucas Elliot

Quentin Elliott, Inc.

Stephen Fox

Rosanne Allen Frazier

Robert L. Froman
The Galaxie Jewelers

Suzanne Glasscock

Barry Greenlaw

Jane Herring and John Baird

Frances Heyne
The Houston Club

Houston Symphony
Hunter Gruene Gifts and Awards

Chefjeff

Albert and Elizabeth Kidd

Barbara Kile

La Colombe d'Or/Steve Zimmerman
Lagniappe Photography

McDonald's Restaurants

Main Street Theater

Jack Meier Gallery

Mark Anthony Florists/Mark Ruisinger

Ginny Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Win. James Miller

David Minter

Nit Noi

Helen Otte

Ouisie's Table

Diana Parker

Paulie's/Kathy Craft

Russ Pitman

Post Oak Grill

Redwood Grill

Rice University

Cohen House
Department of Athletics

The Fondren Library

Marching Owl Band
Rice Art Gallery

Rice Design Alliance

Rice Historical Society

The Shepherd School of Music

Richard's Liquors and Fine Wines

Karen H. Rogers

Roland Distributing Co.

Clifford Rudisill/The Village Inn

Roxanne Shaw
Simpson's Gallery

Star Motor Cars/

Mr. and Mrs.Glenn E. Seureau

Surroundings

Taste of Texas

Amy and Robert Taylor

Texas A & M University Press

Texas Aromatics, Inc.

Tin Tin Cafe

Gabriel Tran Photography

Phoebe and Bobby Tudor

Uptown Houston

Urban Retreat

Mr. and Mrs. Wellington Yu
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1999 Rice Authors Reception
by Texas Anderson, President, Friends of Fondren Library

The Friends hosted the annual Authors' Reception in the Kyle

Morrow Room of the Fondren Library on March 21, 1999. This Sun-
day afternoon event continues to be a well-attended and delightful

way for the Friends to recognize Rice faculty and affiliates for their

scholarly and creative endeavors.

ProfessorJohn B. Boles, the William Pettus Hobby Professor of
History, led a panel discussion and entertained the audience as he

shared his experiences as editor of the

Journal ofSouthern History and the devel-

opment of his two volume textbook The

South Through Time: A History ofan

American Region.

Panel member, Professor Terence
Doody of the Rice English Department,

shared his passion for the novel and the

exploration and analysis that led to the

publication of his Among Other Things: A
Description of the Novel.

The youthful associate professor of

history, Carol Quillen, credited her

background as daughter of ajudge with

the formation of a cognitive style of

thinking, leading to her doctoral work
at Princeton. She revealed how pleased

she was to discover that the source material she needed for her dis-

sertation was in archives in Paris and
in Rome, prompting Professor Boles

to lament the lack of exotic destina-

tions in his chosen field of study,

southern history. The publication of

her first book, Rereading the Renais-

sance: Petrarch, Augustine and the Lan-

guage ofHumanism has been received

with accolades for its scholarship.

Rice University alumnus Alan
Bath, after his retirement from ser-

vice in naval intelligence, began
graduate studies with Professor Ira D.

Gruber. Tracking the Axis Enemy is an
exploration of the Anglo-American AuthorsJames R. Thompson, Jane Chance, and

Ewa Thompson

PanelistsJohn Boles, Carol Quillen, Alan Bath, and
Terrence Doody
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cooperation during the Second World War. Bath contends that "the

shift in power from England to America" was as strong a force in

this "special relationship" (quoting Sir Winston Churchill) as the

cultural influences at work.

Among the many questions posed to the panel by the audience,

Professor Robert Patten's inquiry about the role of Rice University

in their publications sparked interesting and provocative responses

from the panel members.

An enthusiastic audience lingered over food and drinks as the

authors responded to the many requests for autographed copies of

their publications.

FoFo and Ted hauls, John Farr,

and Virginia Hamilton
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Rice Authors and most recent works

Max I. Apple
Alan H. Bath

Patricia B.Bixel

John B. Boles

Judith C. Brown

Joy Browne
Logan Browning
Jane Chance
James Dabney
Jack Dongarra
Terrence A. Doody
Thomas L. Harman
Thomas L. Haskell

Lynne Huffer

Harold M. Hyman

David L. Ikenberry

Blair Justice

George Kanatas

Colleen R. Lamos

Edward S. Lewis

K Krueger McDonald
Larry V. Mclntire

John L. Margrave
Allen J. Matusow
Antonios G. Mikos
Elizabeth Moon
H. Albert Napier

Pam Nelson

Diana Parker

Robert L. Patten

Carol E. Quillen

John B. Robbins
Douglas A. Schuler

Lynna Kay Shuffield

Danny C. Sorensen

Julie M. Taylor

Ewa M. Thompson
James R.Thompson
Maartin van Delden
E.E. Williams

Michael Winkelman
Edith Wyschogrod

I Love Gootie, My Grandmother's Story

Tracking the Axis Enemy
Sailing Ship Elissa

The South Through Time: A History of an American Region, rev. ed.

Ed.,Gender and Society in Renaissance Italy

The Nine Fantasies that will Ruin Your Life

Ed., SEL Studies in English Literature 1500-1900

Ed., The Library of Medieval Women
The Student Edition of Simulink and Mastering Simulink 2

Numerical Linear Algebra for High-Performance Computers
Among Other Things: A Description of the Novel

The Student Edition of Simulink and Mastering Simulink 2

Objectivity is not Neutrality: Explanatory Schemes in History

Maternal Pasts, Feminist Futures: Nostalgia, Ethics, and
the Question of Difference

Craftsmanship & Character - A History of the Vinson and Elkins Law
Firm of Houston, 1917-1997

Ed., Financial Management
A Different Kind of Health: Finding Well-Being Despite Illness

Ed., Journal of Financial Intermediation

Deviant Modernism: Sexual and Textual Errancy in T.S. Eliot,

James Joyce, and Marcel Proust

A Biography of Distinguished Scientist Gilbert Newton Lewis

Ed., SEL Studies in English Literature 1500-1900

Frontiers in Tissue Enginering

Ed., High Temperature and Materials Science

Nixon's Economy: Booms, Busts, Dollars & Votes

Frontiers in Tissue Enginering

Rules of Engagement v-

Ed., Data Base and Cycle Time Research

Cool Women
One Person Art Show
Ed., SEL Studies in English Literature 1500-1900

Rereading the Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine and the

Language of Humanism
Strings - The Miracle of Life

Ed., Cases and Commentary, Business and Politics

Texas Merchant Marine World War II Casualties by City and County and
Milam Telegram: 1871 Newspaper Clippings, Cameron, Milam County,

Texas

ARPACK Users Guide: Solution of Large Scale Eigenvalue Problems
with Implicitly Restarted Amoldi Methods and Numerical Linear

Algebra for High-Performance Computers
Paper Tangoes
Understanding Russia: The Holy Fool in Russian Culture, 2nd ed.

Entrepreneurship and Productivity

Carlos Fuentes, Mexico, and Modernity
Entrepreneurship and Productivity

Ethnic Sensitivity in Social Work
An Ethics of Remembering; History, Heterology and the

Nameless Others
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1999 Book Sale News

The great success of the 1998 Book Sale led the Friends of Fondren to believe that

there is nothing frightening about holding a sale on Halloween week-end! Attendance

and funds raised were up significantly, therefore the 1999 Book Sale has been scheduled

for October 29, 30, and 31, 1999, in the Grand Hall, Rice Memorial Center.

We need books! We collect books year-round for the sale, and we need hundreds and

hundreds of new and used books to ensure the success of the 1999 sale. Please pack

books in boxes rather than paper bags. If you must use bags, please double-bag.

While we appreciate the generosity of all book donors, we find that it is virtually im-

possible to sell certain items: sets of old encyclopedias, magazines, books

damaged by insects or dirt, outdated technical books, outdated

directories, catalogs, damaged or yellowed paperbacks. Thank you

in advance for finding another destination for these types

of materials.

Books drop-off information follows:

Star Motor Cars at 7000 Old Katy Road
Monday-Saturday between 9:00 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Call 713-868-6800 if you need directions.

Many thanks to Lee and Glenn Seureau for generously sharing

this storage space and for the assistance of their employees.

Fondren Library

Construction on the new Humanities Building is underway on the

south side of Fondren Library. The loading dock is inaccessible

most of the time, therefore we encourage you to drop your books

off at Star Motors Cars. If, however, this is not possible,

please call the Friends office to check the status of the dock.

Our thanks go to all of you who have supported the Friends' annual

book sale. With your help we will have a very successful sale in 1999.

For more information, contact the Friends of Fondren Library

at 713-285-5157 or mbixby@rice.edu.

We need books!
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Fondren Tour 2000

Plans are underway for the Fondren Library biennial tour with

a visit to Ireland and Scotland in June, 2000. Tour guide LadyJane
Howard has confirmed the dates and has also provided a partial

and tentative list of hotels and sites. The itinerary and cost are yet

to be confirmed.

June 4 and 5

Shannon, Ireland

• The Adare Manor hotel is set within an

840-acre estate on the banks of the River

Maigue. The 18th century manor features

formal gardens and fine works of art.

• Reminders of the Irish Literary Renais-

sance-Lady Gregory and William Butler

Yeats.

• Limerick-Glin Castle-(c 1790-1812) Seat

of the Knights of Glin, the castle is a paste-

board Gothick castellated house. The
estate also features a series of Gothick-folly lodges.

St. Patrick 's Cathedral

June 6,7,8

Dublin, Ireland

• The Shelbourne Hotel is located in the heart of Dublin and

was established in 1824. The Irish Constitution was drafted in

room 112 in 1922.

• Trinity College Library-Dating from 1712, Thomas Burgh's

Library has one of the world's largest

reading rooms (70 yds. in length) Its

treasures include the Book of Kells.

• St. Patrick's Cathedral-This struc-

ture dates from 1220-60 and houses

the Boyle monument.
• Marsh's Library-Bishop Narcissus

Marsh was determined to provide

Dublin with a public library and in

1707, it was opened to the public.

An illumination from the

Book ofKells

The Flyleaf 16



June 9,10,11

Glasgow, Scotland

• The Mitchell Library was founded in 1874

with funds from the estate of Stephen

Mitchell who directed the city to establish a

large public library. The Scottish Poetry

Collection is housed here.

• Glasgow School of Art-This building was

designed by Charles Rennie Mackintosh in

1896 and is one of the largest and oldest

schools of art in Great Britain.

• Burrell Collection-This building, opened

in 1983, houses the vast art collection of

Wm. Burrell.

• Inveraray Castle-Built between 1744 and

1765, the castle was commissioned by the

third Duke of Argyll. It is noted for the

beauty of the interior, particularly Armoury
Hall.

• Abbotsford-Home of Sir Walter Scott.

June 12,13,14

Edinburgh, Scotland

• National Library-Sir George Mackenzie es-

tablished the Advocates Library in 1689, and

in 1925 it became the National Library of

Scotland.

• Lady Stair's House-Lady Stair, a queen of

Edinburgh society, was the widow of the first

Earl of Stair who was held responsible for the

Massacre of Glencoe.

<p
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Abbotsford, a home of Sir Walter Scott

Fondren Tour 2000

Deposits will be due on December 1, 1 999, and balances will be due March

31, 2000. The cost, does not include airfare. Ifyou are interested, please call

Mary Bixby at 713-285-5157.
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Bookmark
Bookmark is the book club of the Friends of Fondren Library, featuring book re-

views both in print and online at our web site. You can participate by adding your

own reviews and comments. Log on to: www.rice.edu/Fondren which is the library's

home page. Click on Friends of Fondren, and at the Friend's home page, click on

Bookmark.

The History of the Siege of Lisbon
'

so<°fr
0ry

°/

byJose Saramago

Review by Elizabeth W. Kidd

Years ago when Gloria Steinem and other women of

both political parties were campaigning around the

country for the Equal Rights Amendment, a group g
of us went to a Houston rally to hear them speak.

Our group included Mino Badner, a respected art his-

tory professor at Rice who died in the late seventies, still a

young man. As a Republican member of the group stood to speak,

Mino, ever iconoclastic and fearless and occasionally on the impolite side, called

out, "Impeach Nixon!" The speaker ignored him and began to speak, and Mino
called out again, "Impeach Nixon!" As his wife Carol and others in our group

shrank in embarrassment, an intrepid young woman called back to Mino, "Drop

dead!" to which Mino retorted acerbically, "Marvelous repartee."

Mino Badner would have loved The History of the Siege ofLisbon, by Nobel Prize

winnerJose Saramago. It is resplendent in marvelous repartee. It begins with a

conversation between a proof-reader, Raimundo Silva, and an author whose his-

tory of the siege of Lisbon he has been proof-reading. As both are inclined to

irony, their conversation is a clever exchange, and they cover a wide range of top-

ics from the meanings of specific proof-reading symbols to the question of the

"truth" of history. The proof-reader is speaking at the beginning of this passage:

...I must confess that I never had any talent for literary creation, Be-

come a philosopher, man, You have a keen sense of humor, Sir, with a

distinct flair for irony, and I ask myself how you ever came to devote

yourself to history, serious and profound science as it is, I'm only ironic

in real life, It has always struck me that history is not real life, literature,

yes, and nothing else, But history was real life at the time when it could

not yet be called history, Sir, are you sure

You will note that this passage hasn't the punctuation one might expect (the

capitals are the only key to change of speaker), but Saramago's device quickly be-

comes not only accessible but essential, as the conversations and story unfold so

Continued on page 23
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Membership

Membership in the Friends of Fondren Library is open to everyone. It is not an alumni organization. Membership
contributions are as follows:

Recent Alumni (1-5 years since graduation from Rice) $10

Contributor. $50

Sponsor $100

Patron $250

Benefactor $500

Library Fellow $1,000

Members of the Friends receive The Flyleafand invitations to special programs and events sponsored by the Friends.

Members who are not already facility or staff of the university receive library privileges. A maximum of four books

may be checked out for a period of 28 days, and a photo ID is required. Members must be at least 18. Checks for

membership contributions should be made out to the Friends of Fondren Library and mailed to Rice University,

Friends of Fondren Library MS 245, P.O. Box 1892, Houston, Texas 77251-1892, along with your preferred name
and address listing and home and business phone numbers. Lhider Internal Revenue Service Guidelines the esti-

mated value of the benefits received is not substantial; therefore the full amount of your gift is a deductible contri-

bution.

GiftS and MemOrialS Program Rice University Friends of The Fondren Library—MS# 245

P.O. Box 1892 Houston, Texas 77251-1892
'

In memory of Q In honor of On occasion of

Name

Event or Occasion

Phase send an acknowledgment to:

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Tim spacefor contributor

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Under Internal Revenue Service Guidelines the estimated value of the benefits received is not substantial; therefore thefull amount of

your gift is a deductible contribution. The average book costs $50. All donations are greatly appreciated.

Spring 1999 19 M



Friends of Fondren Library

October 1, 1998-January 1, 1999

We welcome thefollowing new members:

Sponsors

John E. and Loraine B. Crutchfield

Kay A. Flowers

Michael Hambright
Angie Johnson
Charles R. and Cheryl L.Johnston

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Lant

Audrey and Steve Marnoy
Dr. John A. Rice

Dana and Sharee Robertson

Sally G. Tyler

Contributors

John E. Allen

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Baber, III

F.James Bingley,Jr.

Allison Byerley

Mrs. Silvia Cappellini

Dr. and Mrs. Francis Catlin

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Catlin

Dr. Kam H. Chan
John Thomas Chatelain

Ken Crowley

Mr. and Mrs. James G. Crump
Dr. Gilbert Cuthbertson

Angie V. Davis

Bernardine M. DeClerk
Xiaohong Wu and Hongyan Diao

Juanita and Jorge Duchicela

Carl Allen and
Frances Murchison Foger

Dolores Freeman
Noreen Glagola and A. B. Robbins

James H. and Elizabeth Godlove
T. David and Susan C. Goodgame
Dr. Murthy N. Guddati
Kenneth and Janet Stone Gustafson

Henry Hernandez
Woodrow W. and Kathleen Holley

Thomas Hopkins, HI
Brett Mudford and Nicola Hubbard
Ralph and Gail Hutzler

Ketan C. Inamdar
Bonnie K and RockyJones
Julie Keenan

Elizabeth W. and Stephen M. Kelly

Scott and Melinda Lamoreaux
Jaemin Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Levy

Ted and Anna Litton

Gengshen Liu

Jessica Locheed
Adriana E. Lozano

Jorge and Alicia I. Marra
Lee and Filomena Martin

Marco and Luisa Matuonto
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McLeroy
Ramaswamy Meyyappan
Dr. and Mrs. Gil Micheletti

John Gregg Middleton

Caroline O'Meara
Richard and Elaine Oblath

Natasa Peric

David W. andJane H. Phelps

Hari B. and Asha B. Pillai

S. Tippit Taff and David D. Pinter

Katharine W. Piper

Dr. Joseph Rice

Jerry Richardson

Jane Washburn Robinson
Shalini A. and Anil G. Rode
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Sacher

Lisa Sanford

Rebecca Santos

Joseph T and Iris T. Siff

Leanna A. and Herbert S. Smith

Lyda Vellekoop and Hilary Smith

Rekha and Ravi Sreekantappa
Alisa Marie Talley

Donald J. Tassin

Mary and Don Tobin

Martha Claire Tompkins
Jayanthi and Pranavamurthi

Varatharajan

Laura A. Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. William O. Wear, III

William R. and Sherry A. Wilder

Martin and Sophie Worrall

Edward Paul Wuensch
Wenbo and Quiye Song Yang
Michael J. and Nancy A. Yanochik

Jose Bolivar and Linda Zayas

Recent Alumni
Dr. Raymund Eich

Christopher D. Holloway

Melissa Jacobs

NormaJ. and Glenn C. Komplin
Lakshmi S. Kondubhatla and
Subba Rao V.

Jennifer McKay
Ben Mull

James Powell

Michael P. Reeves

Timothy M. Richardson

David Rodriguez

Nicola Springer

Matthew T Swihart

Patricia Seller-Wolff and
Roman Wolff

In addition, thefollowing have

upgraded their membership in

the Friends:

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Anderson, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Baillio, Jr.

Charles and Marguerite Barnes

Mrs. George T. Barrow
MaryJohns and Eric Beam
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond D. Brochstein

Eleanor Blondeau Calkins

Mrs. Claude C. Cody, III

Elaine and Frank Davis

David J. Feickert

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L.Jeter

Kenneth E.Jones
Dr. Lynda L. Kelly

Mrs. Philip C. Koelsch

Ann and Bert Link

Tommy and Kristine Moore
Wayne Phillips & Suzanne Page

Annita and Newton Schwartz

Mr. and Mrs. Louis D. Spaw, Jr.

Eric Michael Steinert

Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Sullivan

Mr. and Mrs. Wellington D. Yu

The Friends ofFondren Library is most

grateful to these new Friendsfor their in-

terest and to the Friends of longer stand-

ingfor their support andfor renewing

their committments.
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Gifts to Fondren Library

October 1, 1998-January 1, 1999

Gifts in Kind
Lourdes Espinola

Mike Lu
John T. Patillo

Mary E. Woodring

Endowed Gifts

Owen Wister Literary

Society Alumnae Endowed Library

Fund

Endowed Gifts in Memory of/

given by

Curtis Baccus Croom
Elsa and Roy Horlock

Margaret Monroe Simonds
T. RobertJones

Money Gifts

Roberta K. Avery

Mr. and Mrs. John Brice

Dr. and Mrs. JamesJ. Butler

Helen and Jeremy Davis

Juliets

James F. McCollum
Dr. Robert S. Martin

Oscar Palmer, Jr.

Dr. Ray H. Skaggs

Gifts in Honor o{J

given by

Carol Margaret Batdorf

Mr. and Mrs. James Woodruff

William P. Carmichael

Mr. and Mrs. Cartel- Vecera

Elaine Illig Davis

Friends' Homecoming Honoree
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Charles

Mrs. Lillian Brill Green
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Ross

Wilmer McCorquodale
Houston Genealogical Forum

Robert A. McKee
John W. McKee

David Meyerson
on his birthday

Roberta Yellin

Walter D. Murphy
for his leadership of the Class of

1948 Golden Scholarship Drive

Marion and
J.

H. Freeman

Robert L. Patten

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Camfield

Joseph F. Reillv

for his leadership of the Class of

1948 Golden Anniversary Reunion
Marion andJ.H. Freeman

Gifts in Memory ol7

given by

Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Abercrombie
George A. Robinson TVFoundation

Charles Alcorn

Frances and Edward F. Heyne, III

Rita Mae Allshouse

Zenaido and Carol Camacho

Dr. Hugh E Arnold
Texas Anderson

Raymond Bishop

Lynette C. Bishop

Kyle Boatright

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Madsen

Gladys Parker Boothe
Feme and Harold Hyman
Frances and Franz Brolzen

Mrs. Grace Ellen Bost

James and Carolyn Woodruff

Lillie K. Butler

Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Callaway

Lester L. Cain

Millicent and Frank Shelden

Joseph A. Cain

John and Amy Aubrey

William H. Calkins

Mrs. Eleanor Blondeau Calkins

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Nix

Hector J. Cantu
Texas A nderson

Campbell M. Carothers

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Bricker

Dr. and Mrs. GE. Dodd
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton F. Morse

Mr. and Mrs. Haylett O'Neill, Jr.

Geraldine Smith Priest

Ray and Camille Simpson

Wanda and Louis D. Spaw,Jr.

Elizabeth D. Williams

Calvin Clause!

Millicent and Frank Shelden

Mrs. Maxine Coe
Evelyn Weymouth

Julia Taylor Dill

Carey G. King, Jr.
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Robert H. Dix

Marge and Stan Averill

Mrs. William V. Ballew, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. ArthurJ. Beaudet

Richard E. Beringer

Lynette Bishop

Patricia Bellis Bixel

Antoinette Boecker

John and Nancy Boles

Sally and Ray Bowen

Anne and Robins Brice

Frances and Franz Brotzen

Zenaido and Carol Camacho

Betty D. Charles

Mr. and Mrs. George Clark

Calvin M. and Bernice L. Class

Joe and Frani Cooper

W.B. and Lynda L. Crist

Robert and Gloria Crosby

Dr. Gilbert Cuthbertson

Chandler Davidson

The Discussion Group

Philip S. Dolan

Wilfred and Sumarie Dowden
Harry L. Emmons
Thomas L. Estle

Frank and Pat Fisher

Helen andJose Flores

Edythe King Fulton

Joseph T. Glatthaar

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gordon

Ira and Patricia Gruber

Mrs. CarlJ. Herman, Jr.

Hobby Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Hudspeth

Feme and Harold Hyman
Grace and FrankJones

Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Knowlton

Mrs. Niki Kreis

Glen and Ruri Kumasaka
Elizabeth S. Lasswell

Ann and Bert Link

Allen and Rosalynn Matusow
David and Caroline Minter

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Morehead, Jr.

John and Gail Moore

Cliff, Kay, Tom and Emily Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Nolen

Ralph S. O 'Connor

Robert L. Patten

Ruth and Paul Pfeiffer

Bill and Kay Platzoeder

Rice Faculty Women 's Club

Lorraine Rimlinger

Virginia Rorschach

Gary and Lee Rosenthal Foundation

Sidney and Sylvia Ross

St. Paul's Special Studies Class

Mr. Nelson B. Sears

Frederick and Carolyn Sexton

Ronald Soligo

Robeii and Natalie Thrall

Fred and Audrey Von Der Mehden

Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Walker

King andJeanette Walters

Ruth T Wliitaker

Melba F. Drake
Betty Marie McDade

Nan Dupont
Allen and Rosalynn Matusow
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Nolen

Henry H. Rachford, Jr.

Clono Bell Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Elder, Jr.

Anna Minter Froman
Robert Froman

James Patrick andJudy Rutherford Sewell

David Huffand Mary Reid Sewell

Michael W. Sewell

David and Caroline Minter

Dorothy Hannon
Marietta, Steve, Lisa, and Maiy Martin

Audrey H. Schoenfield

James Power Heard
Dr. and Mrs. William K Brown

Genevieve Bourgeois L' Huillier

June Bourgeois

John R. Ginther II

Bernard M. Sanders

Ruth Farrar Iverson

Nell Willmann

Ethel Mayjamieson
Ralph S. O'Connor

AbrillaJohnson
Mrs. William V. Ballew

Joe Russell Hobbs, Jr.

R. L. Stevenson

W. Carter Grinstead, Jr.

Frances and Edward E Heyne, III

Clarence McLeod Malone, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace S. Wilson

W. Page Reeton
Ralph S. O'Connor

Allie May Autry Kelley

Mr. and Mrs. James P.Jackson

Michael and Constance Moskow

Alice Kemp
Erma W. McCray
Mike and Betty Neumann
Wanda and Louis D. Spaw, Jr.

Henry B. Kerr

Florence A. Miller

Harry Leyendecker

Frances and Edioard E Heyne, III

Judge Miron Love
Mrs. William V. Ballew

Wallace G. Malone
Herbert Wells

Elizabeth McKinley

Margaret Beatty

Margaret and Richard Kinney

Diane Landay

James and Susan McCullough

Donna Nelson

Mr. and Mrs. James Wliitson

Mr. and Mrs. Robeii E. Wliitson

Dr. Sam Morgan
Sally and Norman Reynolds

Matsue Koshiba Nakai

Elizabeth Baber

Mrs. Becky Nixon
Amy Maynard and TEPCO, Inc.

Dr. Gerald Phillips

Mr. and Mrs. William Loughlin

L. L. Shackelford, Jr.

Mary Ann Calkins Pilain

Dwight, Linda, Katherine, and
Christi Calkins

Mrs. Eleanor Blondeau Calkins

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Nix

Dr. George J. Schroepfer

Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Bogatto

Chandler Davidson

Shirley West

William Wesley "Mike" Seale

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Hoioard, Jr.
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Jerome J. Segal

Steve and Hortense Dyer

Emily Miller and Andrew Walter Ladner

Angelo N. Castanza, Sr.

Office of the VPfor Investments
and Treasurer

Florence May Powars Stancliff

Dr. and Mrs. William Brown

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Hueter

Wanda and Louis D. Spaw.Jr:

Dr. David S. Stayer

Marjorie and Alan Chapman

Ola Lee Tabony
Emily Miller Ladner

Jansje Van Helden
Patricia Bellis Bixel

Frances and Franz Brotzen

Lynda L. Crist

Susan and Larry Denton

Elva Kalb Dumas
Ira and Patricia Gruber

RandelD. Hanson, Greg Mikkelson,

and Yuri Balashov

Mr. and Mrs. Elze H. Hemmen
The Ave Lallemant Family

Joanne and Roberi Levy

Edward L. McDill

Allen and Rosalynn Matusow
Susan M. Miller

Pieter and Cornelia Nies

Nancy C. Parker

Arthur Van Helden

Astrid Van Helden

Fausto G. Vergara

Richard W. Vaughan
Mr. arid Mrs. James W. Woodruff

Melba N. Vogt

Mr. and Mrs. H. Nugent My rick

Ernest L. Vogt

Wilma and Lucien Wilkens
Mrs. Jane A. Head

Wilma Wilkens

Fred C. Alter

Owen John Willis

Barbara Bennett Willis

Gustave Wormuth
Frances and Franz Brotzen

Beulah Axelrad Yellen

Kingsland Arnold

Bookmark
continuedfrom page 1

8

compellingly that one wants not to be slowed by the im-

pediment of ordinary punctuation. Raimundo, in a mo-
ment of rebellion extraordinary because he has been the

most trustworthy of proof-readers, intentionally adds a

word to the historian's text: not. The Crusaders did not

stop to aid the Portuguese in the siege of the Moors in

Lisbon. Were that true, the history of the siege of Lisbon

would be a far different tale.

Thus the proof-reader belies his statement above that

he "has no talent for literary creation," and his story be-

gins. Raimundo Silva is transformed in the eyes of his em-

ployers to a proof-reader who must now be more carefully

supervised. For thatjob is chosen Dr. Maria Sara, who is

intriqued by this difficult, proud and unrepentant em-

ployee. She challenges him to write a different history, the

story of what might have happened had the Crusaders, on

their way to the Holy Lands, not stopped to aid the Portu-

guese in their siege of the Moors.

Not one, but two stories unfold. One is the story of the

relationship between Silva and Sara, an unlikely couple.

The other is the story of love and betrayal in the camp of

the Portuguese and behind the walls of Lisbon that

Raimundo Silva's love for Maria Sara frees him to write.

Mino Badner, who loved opera and could sing by heart

many passages of his favorite operas; who liked nothing

more than a good conversation and was ever -challenging,

but ever-respectful, of those he engaged in philosophical

discussions; who enjoyed commentaries on the comic iro-

nies of our lives, but remained something of a romantic;

Mino Badner would have enjoyed this book. It is operatic,

funny and wise, and it tells two great love stories. As an

iconoclast, Mino might not have considered the Nobel

Prize a reason to read Saramago's book but our book club

read it in part for that reason, and we were unanimously

happy in our decision.
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Looking Ahead

Mark your calendars now for upcoming Friends ofFondren Library events.

October 17, 1999
Carlos Fuentes, Distinguished Guest Lecture in Stude Hall, Alice Pratt Brown Hall

October 29, 30, 31, 1999
Book Sale in the Grand Hall, Rice Memorial Center

November 13, 1999 ^^^^^
Annual Friends of Fondren Library/

Rice Engineering Alumni Homecoming Brunch
The FOFL honoree will be Mrs. Ray Watkin Strange.

^ The Flyleaf
Rice University

Freinds of Fondren Library—MS 245

P.O. Box 1892

Houston, Texas 77251-1892

Nonprofit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID
Houston, Texas

Permit No. 7549

24


