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PRI  Minutes of Mecting.

preSented by the Society; “ The Voyage of Bran,” vol. ii,
b} A. Nutt, presented by the Author; and the “ Adminis-

: __tmtlon Report of the Madras Government Museum for
A '1895-96,” presented by the Indian Government.

The Chairman announced that Professor Starr of Chicago
had offered to present to the Society’s museum a collection
of objects of folklore interest from. Mexico upon certain
conditions, to which the Council had very gladly acceded.

Mrs. Gomme exhibited a Feast-cake from Calymnos,
kindly sent by Mr. W. R. Paton, and presented by him to
the Society for its museum. Cakes of this description are
made at Calymnos annually at Easter. The egg enclosed -
is represented to be that of a partridge.!

Mrs. Andrews exhibited a photograph of a spotted
Kaffir,

Mr. F. Sessions read a paper entitled “Some Syrian Folk-
lore Items gathered on:-Mount Lebanon,” and exhibited a
number of charms worn by the native peasantry. In the
discussion which followed, the Chairman, Dr. Gaster, and
Messrs. Gomme, Crooke, and Higgens took part. '

At the conclusion of the meeting a hearty vote of thanks
was accorded to Mr. Sessions for his paper.

! The Society is indebted to Miss Ffennell for a photograph of the cake,
which is here reproduced in the hope that it may lead to the collection and
preservation of other specimens, or at least photographs and records, of these
curious and significant, but fragile, relics of the past. So perishable is the
specimen sent by Mr. Paton that it could not be taken out of its nest of cotton-
wool to be photographed.












4 Syrian Folklore Notes.
ship has been carried farther than in India, or in the adjoin-
ing territories of the Turkish Empire.

Traces of the older rule exist in the fact of the Law Courts
treating all lands and houses as held in $4. One man may
own the whole, or £3, or 14, or &, and the remainder may
be owned by another, or a dozen others, as the case may be;
but each has the right of separate sale. Each has also the
power to sell his share of the land, apart from the trees and
their crops, the springs, and water-rights. Mission societies
and other European purchasers have to be careful that all
these things are separately bargained for and inserted in the
deeds of sale. I know some who have been subjected to
much inconvenience and loss, owing to neglect or ignorance
of this. An old Druze castle has been partly purchased, but
another owner is in exile and cannot be got at. Thus the
living rooms above are one owner’s, the stables and schools
below with their flat roofs which form our courtyard are
another’s, and the old towers or chapels are another’s
again.

I called on one family of fifty persons—Greek Christians
—fathers, sons, brothers, with wives and children, occupying
separate apartments in a very large house, but keeping a
common purse, and receiving us in a common room. In
this case, the right of property was vested, I believe, in the
head of the family.

A man cannot leave his real estate to whom he likes by
will, but the §4 must be divided among sons and daughters
in the proportion of two parts to a son against one to a
daughter. This is sometimes evaded by an owner selling
to a favourite son during his lifetime. The risks of this are
obvious, and sometimes befall the seller.

In most villages there are some “ common” lands, groves,
orchards, pastures, and some corporate properties, houses,
or fields, the income from the produce or letting of which
goes to the community holding them. Over common lands
that are cultivated the villagers have a right of pasturage






























14 Syrian Folklore Notes.

Here is a case in point: The daughter of a certain family,
who was a fine healthy girl, and a good one to boot, was
engaged to be married to a young Syrian. Before the
happy union could be accomplished, the Syrian died of
consumption. The natives, who believe that certain people
live surrounded by an atmosphere of evil powers, apart
altogether from the Evil Eye, took it into their heads that,
although they did not lay upon her any responsibility for
the deed, it was her presence that had cast a spell of death
upon her friend. She ultimately married another young
man, who, curiously enough, also died early, shortly after
the wedding, from fever, or some such disease, which he
had contracted. Of course, the neighbours were entirely
confirmed that she could not help causing the death of
those she was thus closely connected with.

If a child’s cap falls on the floor, and it is stepped on or
over, the child will sicken. To remove the Evil Eye, or
a personal spell cast on a child, by a person stepping over
it as it lies on the floor or in a cradle, the child’s clothes
must be hung on the door-lintel of the same house, and the
person of evil influence must pass under them. The passing-
under draws back, I presume, the influence imparted by
passing over, and as the child cannot be hung on the lintel,
the clothes alone suffice.

It is unlucky for a child even in play to pass between an
adult’s legs; the only way then to avert evil is to pass it
back again the contrary way.

If, however, a child so influenced continues to waste away,
a Lebanon mother knows no other remedy than the kill-or-
cure of a dip in the sea for her babe. Many a weary mile
has been, for this end, traversed by sorrowful mothers with
their darlings, only to return with still more sorrowful
hearts.

Another belief in spells relates to the imparting of
personal names. To call a child after a relative is equi-
valent to saying: “ May you soon die, and this child prove












18 Syrian Folklore Notes.

I came across no traces of Baal-fires, unless the lighting
of fires on the 14th September (the Feast of the Cross),
always on the house-tops, when inhabitants and guests
leap over them, be a survival.

Tattooing is common. The date of birth is continually
found recorded on the arms of older people ; and it is often
the only proof of age available. The Turkish crescent, the
Sultan’s monogram, the Holy Sepulchre, links and pen-
dants representing the Trinity, and circles, lines, and dots
of which I failed to trace the meaning, are the commonest.
I never saw any representation of anything living.

Spoiling a nest brings on tertiary fever.

A pair of ravens crossing the path bring good luck; a
single one, or an odd number, bad luck.

An owl heard hooting by a sick person is an omen of
death.

From Christmas Day to twelve days after, unleavened
dough, placed with pieces of money and a ring of cyclamen
roots in a calico wrapper, and hung on a tree, and every
morning dipped in a pure spring, will cause the money
to prosper and increase, as the dough may, or may not,
ferment.

People sometimes wind a girdle of threads around a
church to secure themselves a blessing.

Trees must not be cut in a waning moon.

Children say that if they point to the stars, or count them,
they will have warts.

It is exceedingly propitious to die on Good Friday.

Blood-feuds die hard. Six murders were committed in
Beyrout in two months; some of these were the revenge of
near relatives for earlier ones.

To drive a man mad, or cause him to hate his wife, you
have only to write the necessary curse upon his door.

Two ancient friends deliberately severing their friend-
ship break a straw between them.

« Will you go to Mar Elias?” is asked of a man whose

v



Syrian Folklore Notes. 19

word is doubted; as we might say: “ Will you swear to
that?” If the challenge is accepted, the swearer takes
three strides towards the altar, and with uplifted hand calls
on the saint to strike him dead if what he has said is not
true.

At Easter, boys formerly went from house to house, per-
forming the resurrection of Lazarus from the dead; and the
payment was invariably an egg from each householder—
this only, I believe, among the Greeks.

The seventh son has peculiar power in charming away
sickness, and writing effective spells.

The Jin not only guard wells and hidden treasure, but
sometimes perform kindnesses to the poor and distressed,
by multiplying their meal, or causing mills to grind extra-
quickly. In these cases, they manifest themselves as old
men of the mountains. In one case, a miller was aided in
performing impossible tasks, such as carrying flour in a
bottomless tub, and water in a bottomless pitcher, imposed
upon him by an evil spirit, who was to have his soul if he
failed.

If the foregoing notes have any merit, it is that all have
been gleaned on the spot. None of the writings or travels
of others have been put under requisition. Had they been,
instances might have been multiplied, as, for instance, Dean
Stanley’s notice of broken sherds in the Ilex Groves. Ihave
drawn no conclusions as to the origins, religious or ethnic,
of any of the items collected. I trust that others may be able
to make use of them in these directions, and that hints for
future use may be given me, in case I return to the Lebanon,
as is not improbable.



20 Minutes of Meeting.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21st, 1897,

THE PRESIDENT (Mr. Alfred Nutt) in the Chair.

THE minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

The resignations of Col. Rivett Carnac, Mrs. Lothian
Nicholson, and Miss R. M. Thompson were announced.
The clection of the Rev. H. N. Hutchinson as a new mem-
ber was also announced.

Mr. W. Crooke rcad a paper cntitled, “ The Wooing
of Penelope;” and in the discussion that followed Mr.
Gomme, Miss Burne, Mr. Kirby, Dr. Gaster, the Rev.
H. N. Hutchinson, and the President took part.

The Meeting concluded with a hearty vote of thanks to
Mr. Crooke for his paper.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18th, 1898.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The PRESIDENT (Mr. Alfred Nutt) in the Chair.

THE Minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Annual Report, Statement of Accounts, and Balance
Sheet for the year 1897 were duly presented; and upon the
motion of Mr. Clodd, seconded by Mr. Kirby, it was resolved
that the same be received and adopted.

The following ladies and gentlemen who had been nomi-
nated by the Council as President, Vice-Presidents, Mem-






89 Minutes of Meeting.

sense of his motion to guide them in the preparation of
their House List.

Upon Mr. Kirby’s amendment being put to the vote, it
was declared lost, only three voting for it. Dr. Gaster’s
motion was then put to the vote, and also declared lost; but
it was understood that the matter would be brought before
the Council and dealt with by them in accordance with
Mr. Brabrook’s suggestion.

The President then delivered his Presidential Address;
his subject being “ The Discrimination of Racial Elements
in the Folklore of the British Isles.” At the conclusion of
the Address a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the
President on the motion of Professor York-Powell.
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30 Presidential Addyess.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

THE DISCRIMINATION OF RACIAL ELEMENTS IN
THE FOLKLORE OF THE BRITISH ISLES.

IN my address last year! I had occasion to lay considerable
stress upon the presence in English literature of features
derived, as I contended, from the mythico-heroic romance
of the Celtic portion of our mixed population. I shall essay
this evening to determine the limits within which con-
jecture as to the possible share in our common folklore of
each section of that population is likely to prove fruitful,
and to briefly indicate the lines along which, in my estima-
tion, research should move if it is to attain any definite
result. The discussion will necessarily be of a general
character. I shall not be able to check the principles that
may emerge from it by any examination of folklore items.
But it is at times useful to take a broad survey of certain
fields of our study, to plan out one’s campaigning ground,
as it were, from a lofty eminence unembarrassed by the
water-courses, swamps, and forests which are apt to en-
cumber the progress of the toiler on the plains.

I necessarily leave out of account the numerous items of
British folklore of recent and well-ascertained historical
origin, as well as those traits and features which, be their
ultimate source what it may, have undoubtedly assumed
their present form (or rather the form of which the present
one is a degradation) in a specifically Celtic or Teutonic
environment. But there remain vast masses of belief and
fancy the proximate origin of which is uncertain, and in
which definite racial influences of the most varied character

have been detected on very slight grounds.
! The Origin and Nature of Fairy Mythology in English Literature.






















































































































































8o Correspondence.

and I should be very glad of a reference to any member of your
Society who may be able to help me to meet with a living repre-
sentative of the art, which has been practised there since 1660,
and probably from a century earlier.
W. F. BARRETT.
6, De Vesci Terrace, Kingstown,
Co. Dublin.

[Mr. Barrett might write to F. 7. Elworthy, Esq., Foxdown,
Wellington, Somerset, or to W. Bidgood, Esq., Curator, Museum,
Taunton. Either of these gentlemen would probably be able to
help him.—Ep.]

THE ORIGIN OF AMAZONIAN MATRIARCHY.
(Vol. viii. p. 272.)

The utter misrepresentations of my theories of the origins of
Civilisation, of Matriarchy, &c., in the review of Greek Folk-Poesy
in your September issue could have been duly exposed only in
such a recapitulation of these theories as you have declined to
insert, though it would have run to but four pages. I shall,
therefore, only note with reference to my theory of the origin
of Amazonian Matriarchy that the line of remark is followed
which, with the single exception of a brief notice by Mr. Nutt,
has for years past been taken in Fo/k-Lore—and really now ad
nauseam—since Mr. Gomme, with reference to that theory and
myself personally, asserted (#o/k-Lore, December, 1891) that “he
bases his researches on brilliant suggestions coupled with an
intense belief in the validity of his arguments, without the
necessity of providing proofs.” And I think that I am entitled
to be allowed at least to point to the facts which contradict the
latest of such statements in my reviewer’s various observations on
« the scantiness of the facts on which I rely,” &c. It was in a
paper read in April, 1887, before the Royal Historical Society,
that I first made my suggestion as to the possible ethnological
explanation of Matriarchy. In order. to verify it, I took up the
special problem of Amazonian Matriarchy. First, I urged Miss
Gamett to do what had not yet been done, namely, to make a
representatively complete collection of the folklore of all the
various races now under Turkish sway in the old Amazonian






82 Correspondence.

Wormen of Turkey, bear out his theory, or indeed touch upon it.
If Mr. Stuart-Glennie will reflect, he will see that there is pro-
bably good cause for the objections to his theories, or they would
not be felt by every one.

The “primitive folk-conception of Nature,” so far from being
passed over, is stated and italicised in the review, on p. 272 ; but
it was certainly not first discovered by Mr. Stuart-Glennie. We
think there is a great deal in his suggestions as to the inter-
action of higher and lower races (see 277-8); but we again protest
against assuming universally conditions which are not universally
shown to exist. If the evidence exists in MS. volumes, let it be
produced ; what is given in the book before us is, we repeat,
wholly insufficient to prove the theories for the whole world.

Mr. Stuart-Glennie, in another place (Lsterary Guide, February
1, 1898), denies that he has postulated the existence of primary
civilisations. A few references will settle the matter. Mr. Stuart-
Glennie holds that civilisation arose from the conflict of Higher
and Lower races (vol.i. p. xxvii.). The Secondary Civilisations
came from a conflict of Primary Civilisations with Lower races ;
but how these Primary Civilisations arose we are not shown. Mr.
Stuart-Glennie denies that civilisation has a “supernatural origin”
(i. 4), also that it is a *spontaneous development from savagery ”
(xxvii.); and of the “ Higher Element in the conflict in which the
Ancient American civilisations originated there is hardly, perhaps,
evidence as yet to justify any decided opinion” (i. g). Of the other
“ Primary Civilisations ” we can find no inquiry, but merely men-
tion. Call them Higher Races, or Civilisations, or what you will,
they either were always so, or they became so. He tells us they
were not always so, and does not explain how they became so.
We therefore repeat, he postulates certain Primary Civilisations
(or Higher races), without inquiring into their origin.

THE REVIEWER.]

FERTILISATION OF BIRDs.

(Vol. viil. p. 375.)

Mr. P. H. Emerson writes that while in Anglesea he met with
the curious belief, mentioned at the reference above, in regard to
the pea-hen; and in the village of Oulton Broad, Norfolk, where






















































160 The Wooing of Fenelope.

The tale is simple enough : but there is some evidence that
even it has undergone a process of gradual development and
reconstruction. It would seem that in one of the very early
versions, Odysseus was the son of Sisyphus, who belongs to
the Master Thief cycle; and that his affiliation to Laertes
was a later development of the myth. Odysseus marries
Penelope, the daughter of Icarius of Sparta; and she by one
form of the legend was, like so many children of the folk-
tales, exposed when a child and fed by the sea-birds, whence
by a later folk-etymology her name was said to be derived.
Another Saga, again, told how Odysseus won her as his bride
in a foot-race contest, an incident which appears later on in
the Homeric story. She, while her son Telemachus was
still an infant, was left by Odysseus, who is said to have un-
willingly joined the expedition to Troy. Some time before
his return, after an absence of twenty years, Penelope was
beset by a crowd of insolent Suitors, who insisted that she
should marry one of their number, occupied the palace, con-
sumed the flocks and herds, and intrigued with the maid-ser-
vants of the absent prince. Penelope for a time evades their
unwelcome proposals by making a web to serve as a shroud
for the aged hero Laertes ; this she unravels every night.
The Suitors discover the trick and renew their wooing.
Telemachus, then a youth, sets out to seek his father, and
the Suitors contrive an ambush to destroy him, which he
escapes by the aid of the gods. Finally, Odysseus returns,
and, assisted by his son and some faithful dependants, wreaks
an ample vengeance on the irsolent Suitors, and is restored
to his faithful wife.!

Such is a bald summary of this entrancing Saga. A little
consideration will show that it swarms with difficulties. To
understand it we must, I think, try to answer the following
questions :—What is the position of Laertes, and how did

'AmiwsmiantocmxsinlheManﬁmntnditionthatOdm‘med
Penc} mddoa;beauseshebwngbtdanglusnbomthehom.
Poawsanias, viii., 12, 3-






























110 The Wooing of Penelope.

from the point of view of old tribal law, inconsistent with
their assumed position as insolent intruders, but quite
he customs regulating the constitu-
W o corporate family. Assuming
=i “x Se¢ir Telemachus out of the
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Cevon s daiges against the Suitors is that they

« asmaumcd the death of Odysseus. But
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L vlam an ambush against Telemachus (xvi., 371, segg.). It is
e ‘“m”n'm\g insult on Odysseus, and hence is the first of the
W o e (ANl 92, segg. s xxii., 8, segg.).

Cae e D Hamaie for kinsmen to divide the substance of the dead
\ e vase ol Phainops ([liad, v., 152, segq.). Hesiod (Zheog, 606)
e sule in the case of the man who dies unmarried. Fo; later

. e Swath, Déctionary of Antiquities (3rd ed.), vol. i., p. 945.
v .o, oL, 102, 241, 354, 355 ; il 46, 152 iii., 88 ; xiv., 133, 134;

cwy
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pose, and was not careful to distinguish what was common
in his own times from what was archaic. Or, as Mr. E. S.
Hartland suggests, it is perhaps more probable that the
older customs which had not quite disappeared would cease
to be understood. They would be used for artistic purposes
without adequate knowledge of their meaning; and new
explanations would have been invented, and these theories
would, if not fully accepted by the poet, at least add to the
general vagueness and uncertainty as to the old customs.
So, again, it is not clear from the narrative as we have it
how far Penelope was to be compelled to marry any par-
ticular man against her will. Antinous proposes that she
should marry “whomsoever her father commands and whoso
is pleasing to her.”! Antinous and Eurymachus say that
they will not depart till she marries him of the Achaians
whom she will.? Apparently, then, she is to be compelled
to marry someone, but she is allowed a certain choice in
selecting the man whom she is to marry: a state of things
which can hardly be primitive, the conception halting
between two opinions. The earlier rule would probably be
that the brethren of her late lord decided her fate without
consulting her wishes in the matter. Later on, the custom
arose that she married whomsoever her husband selected
by his will and testament. In Homeric custom it was good
law that the father, at least in the case of the first marriage,
selected a bride for his son: this we see to have been the
case from the speech of Achilles to the envoys.? But I
suspect that the possibility of Penelope being allowed a

Y Odyssey, ii., 113, 114.

2 Odyssey, ii., 127, 128, 195-200.

3 [liad, ix., 394. With this we may compare the case of the Basutos, where
the father chooses the * great wife” for his son; the others are articles of
luxury with which the family has no concern (Cassalis, 74¢ Basutos,pp. 186, seqg.).
Among the Sinhalese the father provides a wife for his son when he is grown
up ; among the Kalmucks the parents choose, but the youth has power to
refuse the wife selected for him. Westermarck, History of Human Marriage,

Pp- 138, 224.
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The real motive of the rite was to convey the goods of the

deceased for his use in the other world.!
In the case of the Wooers, then, I venture to suggest that

there may have been some old tribal custom, which, as we
have seen in the case of the subordinate chiefs with a right of
free messing at the table of the Homeric king, entitled them
to entertainment when they assembled for tribal business,
such as disposing of the hand of Penelope, that in some
cases this right of free entertainment may have been used
as a mode of pressure on a family indisposed to accept at
once the ruling of the tribal council. We have the same
custom in India, where, when a family refuse to accept the
decree of the Panchiyat, the meeting is adjourned time after
time. The parties concerned have on each occasion to
provide a dinner for the councillors, and the pressure of
this tax sooner or later forces them to accept the verdict or
arrange the matter by compromise. Coupled with this,
there may have been a vague tradition of the prevalence
of loot and outrage on the occasion of an interregnum, and
of the custom of appropriation, by the claimant to the throne,
of the harem of his predecessor. Much of this may have
been only half-realised, or only imperfectly understood, by
the poet of a refined age dealing with a mass of primitive
floating tradition. He moulded freely all this material to
suit the exigencies of his subject, and the result was summed
up in the charge made by Odysseus against the wooers :
“ The unseemly deeds, strangers shamefully entreated, the

! For instances see J. G. Frazer, /. 4. I, vol. xv., p. 75, segq., to which
may be added 4 Year in Asimbu and Chipitaland. J. 4. I., vol. xxvii.,
p- 322; Hislop, Papers relating to the Aboriginal Tribes of the Central
Provinces, p. 19 ; Dalton, Ethnology of Bemgul, pp. 9, 21, 34, 134, 203;
Macpherson, AZ%onds, p. 56; Crooke, Popular Religion and Folklore of
Northern India, vol. ii., p. 68 ; Gray, Ckina, vol. i., p. 261, segg. ; Rogers,
Social Life in Scotland, vol. iii., p. 230. For the connection between a person
and his clothing: Hartland, ZLegend of Perseus, voi. ii., p. 95, segq.; Feather-
man, Oceano-Melanesiaus, p. 131 ; Black, Folk-Medicine, p. 72 ; Jones-Kropf,
Magyar Folk- Tales, Introduction, p. Ixvi.
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table of the prince and the habitual licence during an inter-
regnum converted into those scenes of insolent revelry.
while the attempt on the life of Telemachus was an after-
thought added to enhance the tragedy of the situation, but
not fully worked into the denouement.

The same conclusion as to the composite nature of the
Saga seems to me to be borne out by an analysis of the folk-
tale cycles out of which it was probably composed.

We have already encountered a trace of the great cycle
of the Master Thief, which was probably more conspicuous
in the original form of the legend.

We have again, in Penelope, an instance of the familiar
Forgotten Bride of the folktales. She is left with an infant
in her arms in the early days of her married life, while her
husband is enthralled by the witch Calypso or Circe. “In
the ordinary version,” says Professor Crane,! “the hero, in
consequence of some imprecation, sets out in search of the
heroine, who is either the daughter or in the custody of
ogre or ogress. The hero by the help of the heroine per-
forms difficult tasks imposed upon him by her father or
mother, &c., and finally elopes with her. The pursuit of
father or mother, &c., is avoided by magic obstacles raised
in their way, or by transformations of the fugitives. The
hero leaves his bride to prepare his parents to receive her,
but at a kiss, usually from his mother, he entirely forgets
his bride, until she recalls herself to his memory and they
are both united.” But in the Odyssey we have the mere
husk of the story, and in particular it omits the Kiss of

v Italian Popwlar Tales.pp. 71, se9q-» 343 se7¢.  In the references which fol-
Jow I have to thank Miss M. R. Cox and Mr. E. Sidney Hartland for much
valuable assistance. For other examples of the Forgotten Bride. sz¢ Grimm's
¢ Sweetheart Roland ” (Homsedold Tales. Mrs. Hunt's translation, vol. i,
p 224, 5EY.)3 Thorpe’s *“King’s Son and Messeria” ( Yadetide S:ories,
PP 192, seyy.): ** King's Soa and Princess Singorra 7 (38, pp. 205. swyy.)
¢« Goldmaria and Goldfeather ™ (s5id, pp- 441, Syy.)- The Zulu Versica is in
Callaway, Nwrsery Tals, p. 120.
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bridegroom wear white; after the ceremonial anointing
they put on coloured clothes.! OQur brides, as we all know,
wear white, and the veil is a very important part of the
costume. In old times the Yorkshire bride used to wear
large true-blue bows across her breast, lessening in number
and size till they reached her waist. White, red, and every
other colour were conspicuous about her gown and hat,
except green, which none of the party were allowed to
wear.? The robes of the Jewish bride were white, some-
times embroidered with gold thread and covered with
perfumes.®* The displaying of the bride to the bride.
groom in different dresses to the number of seven is an
important part of the Musalmédn ritual* The Negro girl
in West Africa announces that she is marriageable by
parading in the finest clothes she possesses or can borrow.?
It would not be difficult to add largely to these instances ;
in fact, the use of some kind of distinctive marriage dress
seems to extend all over the world.

As for Greek brides, we have the Homeric case of Nausi-
kaa, who is busied about garments for her wedding: “ Thy
marriage day is near at hand when thou thyself must needs
go beautifully clad, and have garments to give to them who
shall lead thee to the house of the bridegroom.”¢ We
have the fatal robe which Medea in her jealousy sent when
Jason was about to wed Glauce.” The literary evidence

' Crooke, Zribes and Castes of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh,
vol. iii., p. 425.

* Gomme, Gentl ’s Magasine Library—Manners and Customs, pp. 61,
seqq.

qtqsmith, Dictionary of the Bible, vol. ii., p. 251.

¢ Lane, Modern Egyptians, vol.i.,, p. 217. And see the account of the
wedding of Shahrazad and Dunyazad, Burton, Aradian Nights (ed. 1893),
vol. viii., p. 54 (orig. ed., vol. x., p. 58).

8 Ellis, Tshs-speaking Peoples, p- 235 ; Ewe-speaking Peoples, p. 155,

. MIIQ, Vin 486‘

v Eu[ipidﬁ; Medea, 1136’ seqq. With this fatal I'Obc. compare Grimm,
« Faithful John,” Household Tales (Mrs. Hunt's trans. ), vol. i., p. 28.
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as to the dress of the Greek bride is not very clear; it was
probably coloured, and much importance was laid on the
veil and hair-net which she wore.! The Roman bride wore
what was called the Tunica recta or Regilla, and it is
significant that this was specially woven in one piece
in the old-fashioned way by an upright loom? This
probably means that in early times it was made at home,
and by the bride herself, or assisted by her friends.

We are thus led to the obligation imposed on the bride to
provide her own wedding dress, or part of it. This is said
to be the explanation of the term “spinster,” applied even in
the present day to unmarried girls. Pennant tells us that
fair spinsters in South Scotland give much of their leisure
to the spinning of blankets for their wedding portion.? On
the same principle, in many places at the present time the
bride is understood to provide a certain quantity of house
linen. This is a general rule in Norway. In Scotland,
according to Mr. Gregor,* “in the interval between the
final contract of marriage and its celebration, the young
woman was busy getting in order all her providan for her
future home. One or more days were given to the tkiggin
of wool from her friends and neighbours. If she had been
thrifty, her feather-bed, bolster, blankets, sheets, &c., had
been for some time ready in anticipation of the coming
event. Besides the providan the young woman brought a
chest of drawers, or, if that was too costly, a kist. All the
providan was sent to the future home a few days before the
marriage.”

The same rule prevails in India. The rough cloth out of
which the wedding robe is prepared is usually provided by
the friends of the bridegroom, who also presents the bride’s

! Becker, Charicles, pp. 486, seqq.

* Smith, Dictionary of Antiquities (3rd ed.), vol. ii., p. 142; Becker, Gallus,
Pp- 160, 164.

3 Second Tour in Scotland, Pinkerton, Voyages, vol. iii., p. 479.

4 Folklore of North-East Scotland, p. 88.
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mother with a complimentary sheet. But among the Jats
of Northern India every girl is supposed to embroider her
own Chddar, the sheet or shawl which she wears. These
are what are known to English ladies as Phdlkéris, or
“flowered embroidery,” and are used by them as curtains or
hangings. It is naturally difficult to procure a genuine
specimen, as few Jit women care to sell their wedding
robes, and most of those sold to Europeans are made up for
sale.

The regard paid to the wedding dress is in some measure
due to the common savage belief in the close connection
between the dress and the person who wears it. This may
be illustrated by the Greek belief that sitting on a girl's
clothes-box keeps match-makers away from the house.! In
this country an old couplet directs that the bride shall
wear :—

¢¢ Something old, something new,
Something borrowed, something blue.”

“ The something blue” takes, I am given to understand,
usually the form of a garter, an article of dress which plays
an important part in some wedding rites, as, for instance,
in the old custom of plucking off the garter of the bride.?
‘“ The something old”” and “ something blue "’ are devices to
baffle the Evil Eye. The usual effect on the bride of the Evil
Eye is to render her barren, and this is obviated by wearing
“ something borrowed,” which should properly be the under-
garment of some woman who has been blessed with children:
the clothes communicate fertility to the bride. Mr. Hender-
son records the fact of the bride wearing “ something bor-
rowed,” but curiously enough is unable to explain the prin-
ciple on which the usage is based.?

Much more might be said on the subject of the wedding

V' Folk-Lore Journal, vol. i., p. 219.

2 Brand, Observations (ed. 1877), pp. 371, 390.

8 Folklore of the Northern Countries, p. 35. Forsome of these facts I have to
thank Mrs. G. L. Gomme.


















134 Minutes of Meeting.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15th, 1898.

THE PRESIDENT (Mr. Alfred Nutt) in the Chair.

THE Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting, held on the
21st December, 1897, were read and confirmed.

The election of the following new Members was an-
nounced, viz.: Miss Sophy G. Edmonds, Mr. T. Rudmose
Brown, Mr. F. Edwards, and the Chicago University
Library.

The resignations of Mr. T. E. M. Dick, Mr. F. P. Franklen
Evans, Mr. W. Rowley, Mr. G. McCorkell, Mr. J. Cooke,
Mr. J. P. Lewis, and Miss Marian Green were also an-
nounced.

The Secretary, on behalf of Miss Florence Peacock,
exhibited a bone (the last vertebra of a rabbit) known
locally in Lincolnshire as ‘‘ the Fox’s Face,” and read a short
explanatory note, in which Miss Peacock stated that the
belief was that foxes would never eat the joint in question
in a hare or a rabbit, “although they will swallow all the
rest, ‘even the hair,’ my informant said, by which I suppose
she meant the fur. I only heard this story lately; and
it was from a Lincolnshire peasant, who spoke of it as
being a generally received belief. ~She gave me this bone
from a rabbit, which I send you, and also another taken
from a hare.”

Dr. Gaster, on behalf of Mrs. Gaster, exhibited a head-
dress worn by persons inviting guests to a marriage in
German Silesia, which he stated was probably of oriental
origin.

Both exhibits were presented to the Museum.

The Secretary read a note, communicated by Mr. W. B.
Gerish, on “The Spectral Rider and Hounds at Randworth
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and become greatly pleased and animated. The next thing
he does is to give them some small pieces of wood, of about
five inches in length, neatly turned and painted. These are
called “ Theelleeanh,” and are much in the shape of a spool
or bobbin, and are used by the women of the country to
wind the cotton from which they spin their thread. The
cotton, when wound upon them and prepared for spinning,
is called “ Poonee,” from the Hindustani, meaning rolls of
cotton prepared for spinning. He reserves two or three of
these “ Theelleeanh ” to be given by the girls to his sweet-
heart.

When the youth is about to return home after having
swung with the girls all round, he is given to eat a rather
toothsome piece of confectionery, made from parched Indian
corn, or wheat, and mixed with sugar. This is called
“Murranday.” He is also regaled with some other sweet,
made of flour, sugar, and ghee, and termed “ Kahar.” He
is, moreover, made the possessor of a whole suit of clothes
from the girl's parents or guardians, with a pair of neatly
embroidered shoes.

Should another “Eedh” come round before the marriage,
the same process of presentation of sweets and clothes to
one another is carried out, but the youth does not accompany
those who present them to the girl.

It is usual to betroth girls at a very early age indeed, some-
times when they are little more than mere children. Itisa
reproach to allow them to grow up to be young women before
this ceremony is gone through. In like manner, it is con-
sidered the duty of all parents and guardians to see that their
sons are married when they are capable of entering into that
state. Marriages of course occur between parties of all ages;
but it is the general custom of the country for children to
be betrothed at an early age, and in accordance with the
forms and ceremonies here detailed.

Matters having now reached a stage when it is considered
fitting that the engaged couple shall be united in marriage,

- —nad
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the relatives of the youth pay a formal visit to the girl's
parents or guardians to ask them to allow the wedding-day
to be fixed. If they plead that their finances are too low to
admit of their yet entertaining the idea, this is got over by
the gift to the girl of a further suit of clothes, in addition to
that given during the betrothal, together with any other help
that may be required.

A few days later, the relatives of the youth pay another
visit to the house; and a propitious day for the marriage
being duly appointed and agreed to on both sides, it is
arranged that it shall take place on that very day. At this
second visit some leaves of “Mendhee,” or Henna (Law-
sonia inermis) are brought, which are to be used in dyeing
the hands, feet, and finger-nails, according to custom. It
yields an orange-red dye, and is applied on the nuptial day
by both the bride and bridegroom and their companions.
Upon this visit sugar is also given, together with a singular
string, made of yellow and red thread. This string is called
a “Moullee,” or ** Gudhee,” and is intended to register by
a series of knots, or “ Guddeeanh,” the number of days
between the day of the arrangement and the day when the
wedding is actually fixed. This is done, not only to prevent
a mistake, but also to give a pleasing daily interest in the
approaching happy event.

After this visit is concluded, the relatives of the youth
return to his house, and busy themselves with others in pre-
paring and making up more “Moullees” for the guests who
are to be invited to the wedding. As many knots are tied
on the strings as there are days before the guests are expect-
ed to attend. They are afterwards sent round by special
messengers to each of the guests invited.

Early on the day of the wedding, there is of course a
great stir at the houses of both the bride and bridegroom,
and some of the near neighbours soon make their appear-
ance. A singular custom is now carried out at the bride-
groom’s house. This consists in placing him on an inverted





















146 Betrothal and Wedding Customs.

Mussulman ? and if so, let me hear you repeat the ‘Kal-
mah,’ or creed, and other rules and prayers which a true
Mohammedan ought to know.”

The bridegroom then replies to the first question in the
words : “ Shukur, Allah, thanks be to Allah,” and to the
next: “ La Illaha illilla Mahomed ur Rossool ullah,” which
is to say, ‘“ Allah is the only deity, and Mohammed is his
prophet.” This affirmation all Mohammedans are acquainted
with ; but as the rules and prayers are not so generally known,
they are said by the priest, and the bridegroom repeats
them after him word for word. The priest then turns to
the father or near relative of the bride, and asks if he is
willing on his part to give his daughter in marriage to the
youth now present. To this he replies in the affirmative,
and adds that “you, as conducting the service, may now
proceed with the ¢ Nikah.’” The priest then addresses the
bridegroom by name, and giving the name of the bride, her
father’s name, and that also of her grandfather, he solemnly
asks him if he is willing to marry her according to the rites
of the Mohammedan faith, to which he replies: “I am so
willing.” The next step is for the priest to ask what
arrangements have been made about the marriage portion,
or “ Huk M&hur.” This has to be definitely stated at the
time, in the presence of witnesses; for it is an understood
thing, that should the man ever divorce his wife, he must
return to her the sum fixed as her dowry, and if she should
wish, on her part, to get quit of him, and find that he is
only waiting for time to put together the amount of her
dowry, which by law he has to make good to her, she will
say : “ I will present, or ‘ buksho,” that to you, and give you
a wntten document to that effect.”” The dowry is generally
fixed so high that it becomes almost prohibitory on the
husband’s part to collect such a sum; and hence a divorce
rarely takes place. These important civil and religious
rites being over, the Kazi offers the customary prayers at the
enlemni riage, and at the conclusion of these
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Tall and upright as a lance,
With a hawk-like glance,
Nose both arched and aquiline,
Hair and eyes as black as a crow;
Teeth of the whiteness of ivory,
Forehead both broad and wide.
Neck prolonged,
Arms lengthy and powerful,
Chest and shoulders broad and full,
His step that of a well-bred horse,
His voice and moustache as those of a tiger.
In swiftness of foot like a deer,
And his whole character without fear.

What a Bride of the Panjib should be, from a native
point of view.

Oochéh hour siddhih burchd har
Akheeinh Hurrun hir
Nikh thay bhurvuthay kamman hir
Pual rung kahénh dhee
Pipleeinh theerinh hir
Dhundh chumbb4h hir
Matthi khullih thay chourrdh
Dhoun kunj 4nh hér
Buth dhi d4ar hir
Chil momee hir
Awiz sithar hir
Shurm saar kacchorn hér.

Tall and straight as a spear,
With lustrous eyes like a deer,
Nose and eyebrows delicately arched ;
Hair the colour of the crow.
The eyelashes pointed as an arrow,
The teeth white and delicious as the jasmine
The forehead prominent and assuring,
Her neck like that of the kunj crane
Her figure tapering as a wasp’s ;
Her walk stately and beautiful as a pea-fowl,
Her voice sonorous and melting as the harp,
And her manner bashful as the turtle which withdraws its head.
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mallear (mali, mélakdra), a gardener. c
mangavah (mangaua), the asking, betrothal.
meerasie (mirdsi), a village bard.

mendhee (mendki), henna, Lawsonia inermis.
mochee (mocki), a shoemaker, cobbler.
moullee (mauls), a hair-string.

murranday (murands), a sweetmeat.

musjid (masjid), a mosque.

mustajar (mustdsir), the lessee of a village.
naie (ndr), a barber.

nurril (ndrya/), a cocoanut.

peegh (pigk), a swing.

peeree ( pirks), a stool.

pillau ( ga/ax), rice boiled with spice, &c
poonee ( pfni), a ball of cotton.

saballuh (sk8kbéla), the * best man.”

sanuk (saknak), a plate.

seer (ser), a weight, 2} Ibs.

seyrah (seAra), a marriage veil.

shadhee (shdds), rejoicing, marriage.

suthun (swtkan), a pair of drawers.

thallee (#44%), a plate.

theeleeanh (##/idn), spools for spinning.
thraiwar (/akardwar), settling, arrangement.
thuree (Zarrf), a horn.

tublah (#aé/a), a drum.

tuthnee (Zatkni), a flageolet

vakeel (wakil), an agent.

viah (zyd#, bydk), marriage
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library of Edjmiatzin, copied by me in the year 1891. The date
of this version is not known, but it may be as old as the twelfth
or thirteenth century. It also exists in an old Georgian version.

That the tale was very popular among the Armenians is seen
by the great number of MSS. in which it occurs. In the
seventeenth century the text was popularised and put into vulgar
Armmenian ; and a Bodleian MS. of that century has it in this form.
As early as 1708 it was printed along with the tale of the Brazen
City—which usually accompanies it in the MSS.—at Constanti-
nople under this title : “ The story of the Brazen City and the
Questions of the Damzel and the Youth. And the history of
Khikar and of King Phahloul (? Pharaoh) and the rest. Which
is a type of the world. In the Metropolis of Constantinople,
under the Shadow [of the Church] of the Mother of God.” The
editor of this first edition was one Sargis. A second edition
appeared at Constantinople in 1731 under the title: “The Story
of the Brazen City and the instructive and helpful discourse of
Khikar the Sage. With other useful discourses. Printed in the
year of our era 1106, in the press of the humble Astouatsatour”
(Theodotus). A third edition appeared in Constantinople at the
press of R. J. Qiurqdshean, A.D. 1862.

The older MSS. give a very good text, apparently superior to
the Syriac versions, and perhaps translated from a lost Greek text.
A feature of special interest about the Armenian version is that in
these older MSS. of it, the names of the Babylonian gods to whom
Khikar prayed are added. In other versions of the tale Christian
feeling has eliminated this archaic text. A critical edition by the
present writer, along with an English translation, will shortly be
issued by the Cambridge Press, as part of the edition now being
prepared by Professor R. Harris and other scholars.

THE HISTORY AND PRECEPTS OF THE SAGE KHIKAR.

1. In the years of the reign of Seneqarim, the king of Assyria, I, Khikar,
was chief notary in the court of king Seneqarim. Sixty palaces I b“ilded'
and sixty wives I took, and I was in my sixtieth year. But I had no oﬁ'spring:
Then I tovk secret counsel,' and I entered in before the gods. I lit a fire and
cast on it sweet-smelling incense,? and I fell down before them, and I prayed
and said:

' Or ‘I celebrated a sacrament or mystery.”
8 Other MRQ =43 . 6 ¥ ~yeq neegents and sacrificed victims.”
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KinG ARTHUR AND THE TABLE Rounp. Tales chiefly after the
French of Crestien of Troyes. With an account of Arthurian
romance, and notes, by W. W. NEWELL. 2 vols. Houghton,
Mifflin & Co. 1897.

THESE beautifully printed volumes comprise four retellings after
Crestien : Erec and Enide (the Enid of the Idylls, the Geraint of
the Mabinogion), the episode of Alexander and Soredamor from
Cliges, the Knight of the Lion (the Lady of the Fountain of the
Mabinogion), and Perceval (the Peredur of the Mabinogion);
further, various episodes from the Merlin (in the Huth MS. ver-
sion), the Lancelot, and the English metrical Morte Arthur.

It is very difficult to understand upon what principle the selec-
tion is made. Various stages and phases of the Arthurian ro-
mance are represented ; but there is no attempt at a logical, a
chronological, or a topographical exposition of the romance. Such
merits as are possessed by Malory, and works founded on Malory,
of giving an orderly summary of the entire body of Arthurian
legend are lacking. It would have been better, in my opinion,
for the translator to have confined himself to Crestien, but to have
amplified this section so as to enable the English reader to dis-
pense in some measure with reference to the twelfth century French
poet. As it is, the summaries are neither full nor precise enough
to allow of Professor Newell’s work being used as a substitute for
Crestien, though it must be gratefully admitted that it affords con-
siderable assistance to students of Arthurian romance who are not
professed old French scholars. Mention should also be made of
the general purity and felicity of the translator’s style. Without
sham archaicism, he has, as a rule, succeeded admirably in
rendering the delicate romantic tone of his originals.

Leaving the Cliges episode out of account, the stories taken
from Crestien are already accessible to English readers in Lady
Guest’s Mabinogion. Reading the two versions together one
thing is apparent, the immense superiority of the Welsh. If the
latter is, as maintained by many, a simple prose abridgment of
the French writer’s diffuse verse, one can only say that the Welsh-
man was a born story-teller, who not only knew what to select,
but who is continually brightening up his original with picturesque
and vivid touches. Let the unprejudiced reader compare Pro-
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soon as he appeared in the valley the Raja became cured of his
terrible disease.

A fair, which lasts a week, is held annually in Sultanpur early
in October. Each village in Kulu has its own particular godling;
on this occasion all these are bound to go to the capital to pay
their respects to Raghunith, certain lands having been granted rent
free to each temple on this condition ; these funds serve to sup-
port its attendants and supply food to the people of the respective
villages who have accompanied their idol thither. The scene is a
very gay one. All, both men and women, are dressed in their
best, and wear necklaces of fresh-gathered marigold flowers, a
plant extensively cultivated near their temples—orange-yellow
being a sacred colour with the Hindus.

H. G. M. MURRAY-AYNSLEY.
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CORNISH LAND-MEASURE.

I do not know whether the following land-measure, which I
noted down in Cornwall many years ago, has been recorded any-
where accessible to folklore students :

3 yards square = 1 stick..
4 sticks =1 lease.
8 score lease =1 acre.

The present statute acre, however, contains only 6 score lease and
some ’teens.
E. SIDNEY HARTLAND.

THE TIDE.

A very widely-spread belief exists all along the sea-coast of
Wales as to the effect the tide has on human life. It is believed
that children are born as the tide comes in, and people die as the
tide goes out. The late Mr. Noott, of Cardigan, a doctor with a
large practice, was firmly persuaded that this was the case, and
he ushered hundreds of children into the world in his time and
stood beside very many death-beds. M. E. James.






























































































































































































250 Christ’s Half-Dole.

of fish being disputed, the vicar, the Rev. Francis Cunning-
ham, had the question tried before the local magistrates.
He won his case, but the proceedings to enforce payment
caused so much opposition and bad feeling that the vicar
thought it his duty not to follow the matter up, and he
appears to have abandoned all claim for fish-tithe, either
from the herring or mackerel fishery. Since this time and
then, a large fishing trade, the trawl fishing, has grown up at
Lowestoft, from which no claim for a fish-tithe was ever
made.” - ‘ : et

It would be interesting to learn if this custom prevailed,
as I am of opinion it did, at other fishing towns in England.
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“In the neighbouring town of Riom, on the feast of the patron
St. Amable (June 11), two men in medizval costume follow the
procession, rolling along a large wheel adorned with flowers. The
local explanation of this strange ceremony is that on a visitation
of the plague (date not given) the canons of St. Amable vowed a
candle of wax as long as the distance from their church to the
sanctuary of Mozac if the pestilence ceased. The distance being
over a mile in length, the taper had to be rolled up in the form of
a wheel. It seems, however, more probable that this ceremony
dates from an earlier period, and that it is a relic of sun-worship
at the summer solstice, which was prevalent throughout Gaul, and
is still observed in the Baal-fires kindled on the eve of St. John
Baptist. The rolling of a wheel down a hill would be symbolic
of the gradual approach of winter, and this pre-historic observance
might in course of time become Christianised and incorporated
in some such ceremony of the church as an annual procession on
the feast of the patron saint of the place ” (p. 375).

Epwarp PEACOCK.

SpPANISH EASTER CusToM.

An old Eastertide custom was observed at the docks yesterday
on board some of the vessels trading with South America and the
Spanish possessions in the West Indies. The vessels are manned
to a large extent by Spanish-speaking seamen, Brazilians and
Chilians principally, and of the Roman Catholic faith. These
men took part in the ceremony of the Crucifixion, in effigy, of
Judas Iscariot. A figure made of straw and tow, and dressed in
a fantastic costume, was nailed to a wooden frame, roughly put
together, in representation of a cross. Amid shouts of execration,
knives and daggers were thrown at the figure, and the ceremony
was closed with a dance, during which the effigy was kicked
and reviled, and finally dismembered and burned.—Standard,
April gth, 1898.

































































































316 The " High Gods" of Australia.

Such a story might have been taken out of Ovid. It is mere
mythology; but so are the stories of naughty Zeus and Ares,
with which, to their disadvantage, Mr. Lang compares
Australian theology. A theorist may ignore such tales, and
then claim that “the status of theology does not correspond
to the status in material and intellectual culture,” and that
“the popular Zeus or Ares is degenerate from Daramulun.”
Will the claim bear a moment’s inspection ?

The reference to Daramulun is particularly unfortunate,
for Zeus and Ares are not represented in the popular
theology as eaters of human flesh. Zeus, we know, punished
Tantalus for setting human flesh before him; he repudiated
human sacrifices, and turned Lycaon into a wolf for offering
him one. But (not toinsist on the emu, at once Daramulun’s
wife and his food) Daramulun, as we have seen, habitually
fed on adolescent youths, and that not in “ the popular
theology,” but in the sacred revelations of the mysteries.
In those revelations, too, Baiame’s morals are displayed.
It was for the loss to himself rather than the deceit practised
by Daramulun that he slew him; he expressly commanded
a continuance of the deceit towards the women and
uninitiated. With such fervour “the God discourages sin,
he does not set the example of sinning ! ”’

But what about the precepts inculcated in the mysteries ?
Mr. Lang quotes the late Professor Huxley as affirming
that theology ““in its simplest condition, such as may be
met with among the Australian savages,” ‘“is wholly inde-
pendent of ethics” (p. 191). If by theology be meant
religion, and not merely mythology, Mr. Lang is right in
taking exception to it. For in a low stage of savagery
evolution has not yet severed morality from law, nor law
from religion. Tribal custom is religious; all social insti-
tutions are connected with religion ; religion is intimately
mixed up with every act of daily life. There is a stage in
the evolution of civilisation when religion is little more
than the practice of ritual; but it is not the earliest. Nor




























































.


















. v ——

336 The Shrew Ash in Richmond Park.

of that year. Sheen Lodge is seen in the distance. Although not taken from
exactly the same standing point as Plate IV., the identity of the lower projecting
elbow-like bough, after thirty-five years of growth, with the left-hand side boagh
of the tree in 1856, is pretty well shown by this view.

PLATE VI.—The Shrew Ash, from a photograph taken in September, 1891,
and exhibited at the Folklore Congress of that year. This view gives pro
minence to the rounded projection on the left-hand side, where one end of tv
¢ witch-bar ” was attached to the tree, and also displays on the right-hand sid
the contrivance or conduit set up by the ash in its old age for conveyance ¢
sap, which has preserved the vitality of the tree to the present day.
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whose power resided in her veil. All went well for years, until a
grand ball was to be given at Anemolylo, when she begged her
husband to let her have the veil, that she might appear to the
best advantage on such an occasion. He complied. She ap-
peared marvellously beautiful, and everybody admired her grace
and loveliness, and envied her husband’s happiness. All at once
her form dilated to a supernatural size, and she vanished for ever.

The second of the two papers is reprinted from the Bullfin
de la Société Royale Belge de Géographie. 1t is a general account of
the island of Siphnos. Incidentally the author mentions interesting
superstitions relating to streams, fountains, and trees. Thus,
when a haunted tree is cut down the woodcutters drop silently on
their knees as the tree falls, lest the spirit strike them as it passes
away. Sometimes they put a big stone on the trunk to hinder
the spirit from escaping.

BERGISCHE SAGEN. GESAMMELT UND MIT ANMERKUNGEN
HERAUSGEGEBEN. Von Otro ScHELL. Elberfeld, 1897.
Baedekersche Buchdruckerei.

IN this book (to which Dr. Krauss, whose reputation as a
collector and interpreter of folklore, especially of the South
Slavonic peoples, stands high among English students, has con-
tributed a preface) the author has brought together about 1,000
traditions relative to the old Duchy of Berg, a district lying on
the right bank of the Rhine, the chief town in which is Elberfeld,
but of which the capital, when the Duchy was something more
than a geographical expression, was Diisseldorf. Many of the
traditions included are taken from medieval and older modern
works ; and it is convenient to have them brought together thus.
The majority, however, are direct from the mouths of the people.
As Dr. Krauss observes, they seem chiefly to belong to the
common stock. We have not, indeed, been able to test them
very far, owing to the danger of the book’s falling to pieces. For
we regret to say that, as a material fabric, the work before us is a
sample of the lingering custom of issuing books without stitching
them: a custom happily now honoured by most German publishers
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human father, drives him out from the solitudes in which his
mother has reared him to seek the companionship of his fellow-
men. (There is a point here to which I will return later.) In
the genuine humanity of Perceval the world at large, not the
cloister, found a congenial hero.

Seriously, is not all this trouble and ingenuity thrown away?
Is it not much more simple, much more natural, to believe that
this story of Perceval, instinct with primitive life and vigour,
brimful of archaic traits which find analogies all over the world,
is a far older story than that of the shadowy ascetic medizval
Galahad, the creature of a certain phase of thought and belief,
knowing no existence outside the very limited range of certain
romances? The number of romances in which Galahad figures
is infinitesimal compared with those in which he is not even men-
tioned. Is not the idea of celibacy, as identical with and insepara-
ble from ckastsity, an idea which is the very fons ef origo of
Galahad’s character, of later date, as it is of more complex
character, than the simple, natural conception of love and mar-
riage, the central note of the Perceval story ?

And in this very element of celibacy, so insisted upon in
the Early History romances, I see the refutation of Wechssler's
argument that the first Grail romances were written by knights
turned hermit, rather than by monks. The hermits of medizval
times were not the hermits of the primitive church and the
Egyptian desert. A great number, probably the majority, had
lived in the world, had loved, and lost the loved one by death or
hopeless separation. These were not the men who would treat
the natural wholesome love of man and woman, youth and
maiden, with the contempt, and worse, of the writer of the Queste.
Nor does it appear to me that there is any lack of theological
dogma and tradition—rather a superabundance of these features ;
childish, perhaps, in expression, but then medieval monks were
not all learned men ; and did not even the school-men of a later
date argue seriously as to how many angels could stand on the
point of a needle? The one is the natural, the other the non-
natural, way of viewing the question; and I believe the natural
came first.

It has been objected before now, and with good reason, that if
Galahad were the original hero of the quest, it is difficult to
understand his entire disappearance from the Perceval romances,
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KITTY-WITCHES.

These were, I assume, simply loose women. The East Angliar
Glossary (Nall) gives derivation from (S¢.) Kiddy, wanton, anc
Witch. Nearly every work dealing with Great Yarmouth give:
a similar account of these. I quote from Forby ( #ocab. of Eas
Anglia, 1830), who says:

“It was customary, many years ago, at Yarmouth, for womer
of the lowest order to go in troops from house to house to levy
contributions at some season of the year, and on some pretenct
which nobody now seems to recollect, having men’s shirts ove
their own apparel, and their faces smeared with blood.”

Is anything known of a similar custom which prevailed in othe
seaport towns? This species of Saturnalia might not be confine¢
to Yarmouth. The ceremony doubtless had at some remote period
an especial significance. Can it be that it alludes to some medi
eval attack on the town wherein the women, in the absence ol
the men, fought with and beat off the invaders? The wearing ol
men’s shirts might simply be symbolical, or have been actually
worn on the walls to deceive the enemy. The account of any
such invasion is unfortunately not forthcoming, I fear ; the only
semblance of such which I have been able to trace was the attack
by the followers of Kett in 1549, but the story is probably very
much older than this.

W. B. GErisH.

Hoddesdon, Herts.

THE Jus PriM&E NocTis.

Antiquaries well versed in the social habits of medieval Europe
have lately seen reason to deny that the seignorial right of sus
prime noctis ever really existed in any country under Christian
rule, and have begun to ask where the slightest proof of the
custom is to be discovered.

What I desire to learn is, how the tradition concerning the
practice originated.

In writing on the subject in his Zwvolution of Mam‘agz,
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discovered were the remains of victims who had been thrust alive
into a hollow in the masonry. It is more probable that a corpse
was substituted for the living sacrifice of paganism, with the idea
that the deceased might benefit from resting in the structure of a
sacred edifice, while the building itself would have received the
offering prescribed by immemorial custom.

P. K.

PiNs AND METAL IN WELLS.

In Lafcadio Hearn’s delightful book on Japan, Gleansngs in
Buddha Fields, there are many passages of interest to the folk-
lorist.

On p. 168 I lately met with a suggestive account, which I quote
here :—

“ At Sakai there is the Buddhist temple of Myokokuji, in the
garden of which are some very old palm-trees; one of them,
removed by Nobunaga in the sixteenth century, is said to have
cried out and lamented until it was taken back to the temple.
You see the ground under these palms covered with what looks
like a thick, shiny, disordered mass of fur—half reddish and half
silvery grey. It is not fur. It is a heaping of millions of needles
thrown there by the pilgrims *# feed the palms,” because these
trees are said to love iron, and to be strengthened by absorbing
its rust.”

Metal, more especially iron, has been put in water of course
for ages, with a view to giving it a tonic property. Was the
custom of throwing pins, ncedles, and other metal things into
Holy or Wishing Wells originally started with the idea of
strengthening the drinker?

Lucy E. Broapwoop.

ROPES OF SAND; ASSES; AND THE DaNalDpEs

The occurrence of a single incident in ancient |
on Greek and Roman monuments, in an Arabj
English folklore, provokes suspicion that some
finding out, may lie behind the scattered facts.

8YPtian custom,
an story, and in
one idea, worth
Such an incident
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round borings equal to the thickness of the cord ; then he co
lected sand from the river bed and placed it therein, so that whe
the sun arose and entered into the cylinder the sand appeared i
the sunlight like unto ropes.” !

Of Michael Scott, a note to The Lay of the Last Minstyel say:

“ Michael Scott was, once upon a time, much embarrassed b
a spirit for whom he was under the necessity of finding constar
cmployment.” Two tasks were accomplished in two nights b
the spirit. ‘At length the enchanter conquered this indefatigabl
demon, by employing him in the hopeless and endless task ¢
making ropes out of sea-sand.”3

A passage in the Denkam Tracts speaks of Michael Scott a
famed

“for having beat the devil and his myrmidons by the well
known device of employing them to spin ropes of sand, denying
them even the aid of chaff to supply some degree of tena
city . . . .”

The wild Cornish spirit, Tregeagle, brings life into these some
what tame accounts of futile industry. The wandering soul of a
tyrannical magistrate, Tregeagle was bound to fruitless labour on
coast or moor; his toil prevented and his work destroyed by
storm and tide. His cries sounded above the roar of winter
tempests ; his moanings were heard in the soughing of the wind;
when the sea lay calm his low wailing crept along the coast.
More than one task was laid upon this tormented soul. On the
proposal of a churchman and a lawyer it was agreed that he
should be set to empty a dark tarn on desolate moors, known as
Dosmery (or Dozmare) Pool, using a limpet-shell with a hole in
it. Driven thence by a terrific storm, Tregeagle, hotly pursued
by demons, sought sanctuary in the chapel of Roach Rock. From
Roach he was removed by powerful spell to the sandy shores of
the Padstow district, there to make trusses of sand and ropes of
sand with which to bind them.*

' Arabian Nights. Burton. Lib. Ed., vol. xii. p. 24. [Orig. Ed., Sugpl.
Nights, vol. vi. p. 32. Ebp.]

2 7he Lay of the Last Minstrel. Ed. 1869. Note 185.

8 Denham 7'racts, vol. ii. p. 116.

¢ Taken from Hunt, Popular Romances of the West of England. 3rd edition,
pp. 131 fi.




































382 Msscellanea.

bemiring more especially women, but also any strangers or
respectable-looking people. The surrounding shops, and indeed
most of the shops in the town, were closed for the afternoon and
evening, and all decent folk, rich or poor, kept out of the way.

Popular Tradition as to Origin of the Black Lad.

Throughout this century, at any rate, it has been universally
believed that the Black Lad represents “the wicked Knight of
Assheton,” Sir Ralph de Assheton. He has, however, never yet
been successfully identified. The tradition has been that he was
a great oppressor of the tenantry—in this all agree. Some give
details: he kept his prisoners in dungeons beneath the two old
round towers (pulled down only a few years ago), with serpents
and toads ; he used to put people—sometimes women—in barrels
spiked inside, and roll them from the top of the steep hill on
which the Hall stood overlooking the river, down the ascent to it
known as Ann’s Brow. ‘ Ann’s Brow "—i.e. the path or ascent to
the Hall—lay between the Hall and “Spring Pasture,” which was
on the east (?) slope of the hill. Some say that he was chiefly
hated because of his stern dealings with farmers who allowed a
certain yellow weed to grow on their land.

The main idea that the Black Lad represented someone to be
well hated led to his being made in the likeness of the Czar in the
Crimean year ; that, however, was an exception and a very late
one.

Connection with the Estate.

The steward of the estate, who has been in the office between
60 and 7o years, says that during the whole of that time to his
knowledge ten shillings have always been given on the afternoon
of Easter Monday to the men who bring the head in proof that
the rites have been properly celebrated.

Some say that the head used to be always kept at the Hall.

The older people remember the tradition being current that a
field was set apart for the keep of the horse that carried the Black
Lad. Some of them say it was *“ Gallow’s Field ;” down near the
River Tame, others that it was “ Spring Pasture.” Both fields were
close to the Hall.

The Black Lad was always taken first to the Hall

The water let out was from the marl-pit belonging to the estate.
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Animal gods, 178

Animal sacrifices, India, 169 ; Tahiti,
179

Animal taboos, in Australia, 326, in
India, 169

Animal worship in Egypt, 163-165

Animals as spirits of the dead, Africa,
308, Australia, 398, 399; asso-
ciated with gods in worship, 177

Animism, 160

L’ Année Sociologique, Igubliée sous la
direction d’Emile Diirkheim, re-
viewed, 251

Annual meeting, 20; report of
Council, 23

Anthropological theories of theology,
A. Lang on, 290

Anthropometry, results of in India,
in relation to Caste, 168

Antiker Aberglaube, Wilhelm Kroll,
reviewed, 343

Antinous, leader of Penelope’s
suitors, 108, 109, 111, 112, II§

Anti-vaccinationists, superstitions of,
256

Aphrodite, and her dowry, 111, her
garth 1or ; Pandemos, 177

Apis, 165

Aplech de Rondayes Mallorguines,
d’en Jords Des Reco, A. M. Alcover,
reviewed, 158

Apollo, the python-slayer, 177

Apples, Kidderminster custom of
pelting with, at election of bailiff,

117
Arabia, folklore of, ropes of sand,

369

Arabs, Bedouin, in the Lebanon, 8,
reverence for bread, 17

Aramaic dialect, range of, 165

Architecture of farmers’ houses in the
Punjab, 153

Arcas of folklore research suggested,

52

Arete of Phacacia, 113

Argos, 175

Aristotle cited, on wife purchase,
106 ; on hereditary kingship, 115§

Arjuna, the bow-breaker, 132

Armenia, folklore of, version of
Grateful Dead tale, 228

Artemis, Lady of the Lake, 175
mullet offered to, 277 @ the strangled.
worship of, 170

Arthur, King, 266. and the Graal,
348, 353: tales of the Son of,
237

Arthurian romances, 266, 270 ; hypo-
theses of origin, 271

Arthur’s Stone, in Gower, 77

Artistry of early man, 38, 39

Aryan cycle in the Homeric poems,
99; immigrations, influence on folk:
lore, 34, 36, 37, 49 ; three mai
streams of, 41, 45

Asari, Babylonian prototype o
Osiris, 3

Ash, sapling used to cure infantin(
ailments, 335 ; the Shrew, in Rich
mond Park, 330; used for cattl
and animal cures, 33

Ashton-under-Lyne, riding the Blac
Lad at, on Easter Monday, 379

Asses eating ro|

Assheton, Sir Ralph de, transforma
tion into a myth, 382

Asmodeus in tale of Tobit, 242

Assyria, 166-167

Atalanta, and parallels, 121

Athena Parthenos, statue of, 179

Athene, birth of, 97 ; and the suitor
of Penelope, 101

Athens, 175

Aurora, the, in connection witl
Penelope’s web, 122

Australia, folklore of ; aborigines of
98; theories of origin of, 261
class system of, 252; Eurapea
influence on beliefs of, 301, 303
feeding of chiefs in, 103; ‘foo
taboos, 326; high gods of, 290
marriage customs of, 252, 324-325
precepts taught to novices, 322
value of folklore of, and righ
manner of studying, 329

Axes, shooting through, in Wooing of
Penclope, explained, 132

Aynsley, Mrs. H. G. M. Murray,
0181 the development of idol worship,
183

Baal, a Semitic deity, 163 ; fires, in
Cyprus, 188 ; in France, 284

B:'nbn6r, Mughal Emperor of India,
It

Babylonian folklore, its influence on
Hebrew  beliefs, 713 origin of
Qsiris cult, 164, 338

Baiame, Australia god, 296, 297 ;
destroys  Daramulun, 290, 31, 4:
legends of, 300, 3013 Eurnpuan
intluence on, 302 ; Noongahburrah
legends of, 303 3 Wiraijuri legends
of, 304, 312, 313
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Blue ; beads to avert Evil Eye, 10, in
divination, 16 ; bows of Yorkshire
bride, 126; garters of English
bride, reason for, 128

Boat to fetch souls, Haidah belief and
parallels, 272

Bone-throwing at feasts, 119

Bones, as charms, 10, 12

Boo-err-go-en, Australian divinity,

307

Books presented to Folk-Lore So-
ciety, 1, 2, 135, 157, 193; pub-
lished, by Folk-Lore Society, 23

Boonoorong tribe of  Australia.
divinity of, 296

Bora, or initiation ceremonies of
Australian aborigines, 300

Bor;%wed clothing used by brides,
1

Bouphonia, the, 178

Bourges, attempt to exercise ‘‘jus
prima noctis” at, 367

Bowen, H. C., Lincoln Minster and
the Devil, 364

Brahman mnemonic feats 180; rain
ceremonies, 277-279

Brahmanism and caste in India, 168

Bread, sacredness of, loaf-kissing in
Catania, 258; crumbs placed on
the head, Albania, 344 ; and dough,
in Syrian folklore, 5, 16, 17, 18

Breton origin of Arthurian romances,
271

Bridal veil (see also Marriage dress,
Presents, etc.), underlying idea of,
125 ; English use of, 126

Bride, chosen by hushand’s father,
Homeric customs and parallels,
112 ; duties of, in preparation for
marriage, various countries, 127-
129 ; effect of Evil Eye on, 128;
part in Indian marriage ceremonies,
145-153; native ideal of, 155;
various ways of gaining, 100, 104,
106, 107, 111, 112, 132

Bridegroom, Majhwar, dressed in
white, 125; Punjabi, native ideal
of, 153

Bridge, the, in Gawain tale, and
parallels, 268-271

Briseis, 104

Britain, see England, Scotland and
Wales, Life in Early Britain, and
Presidential Address

British Church, scanty records of, 77

British and Gaelic folklore, resem-
blances of, 271

Index.

Brittany, soul-ferrying from, 273;
Upper, female monoliths in, 18¢;
legendary tales of, 78

Britten, James, his ?m
the Society refuted S.
Hartland and A. Nutt, 362-363

¢¢ Brittia,” an abode of souls, 272

Broadwood, Lucy E., Pins and Metal
in Wells, 368

Brochs, connected with fairies, dan-
ger of meddling with, 280

Brogan, Australian comrade of initia-
tion, 309

Brora, rain-producing at, 278

Brosinga-mene, the necklace of
Freya, 365

Brownies, Danish folklore, 213, 21§

Bruges, Holy Blood at, 360

Brythonic literature, 4I ; its area,

46

Bulgaria, folklore of, catch-words
from, 261; legend of St. John
Chrysostom, 83

Bull’s blood in chastity test, 130

Bunjil, or Pundjel, Australian
divinity, Kulin tribe, 303-305,

12
Bu3rambin, son of Baiame, Australian
divinity, 302
Burbung, the mysteries of the
Wiradthuri, Australia, 299
Burma, belief in power of nats in,

333
Burning dead man'’s goods, reason
for, 115, 117, I118; effigy of
medical officer of health at Maid-
stone, 256 ; figure of Black Lad at
Ashton-under-Lyne, 381 ; of Judas
Iscariot, 284
Bushmen, myth among but no ritual,
60

1
Butter, bewitched, charm for, 285

Caithness, Druid stones in, 87

Cakes, Easter cake, Calymnos, 2

Calabria, folklore of, magic dresses,
129

Calymnos, Easter cake from, 2

Calypso, 120

Cambyses’ wives takes by Smerdis,
116

Cape Malea, 175

Captured girls taken for concubines,

104

Cardevyle, port of, 266

Carmal, Mound of the Priests at,
179
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Conte du Graal, cited, 267

Continental immigrations into Britain,
34 ; influence on Irish folklore, 62

Conservatism of early art and philo-
sophy, 39

Con{buuc, F. C., review by, lchf

Cook, Captain, Voyages, cited on
animal sacrifice in Tahiti, 179

Copenhagen, legend of the Devil and
the wind at, 275

Corinth, capture of, 175

Cornish land-measure, a, E. Sidney
Hartland, 189

Cornwall, folklore of, a Cornish
land-measure, 189 ; ropes of sand
and other tasks set demons, 369 ;
Tregeagle and his futile tasks 370;
wealth of folk-tales in, 46

Corpse, the, on the man’s back,
Sutherlandshire, 375

Corpse, burying in wall of churches,
reason for, 367, 368

Corpses walking, Denmark, means of
preventing, 216, 217

Correspondence, 79, 183, 272, 362

Cotton in Indian wedding ceremonies,
threads, 147, bundles, 153

Council, etc., appointed, 21

Cow, five sacred products of India,
277 ; unlucky to hear low after sun-
down, 91

Cows, bewitched, 285

Cox, Miss M. R., cited on magic
dresses in folk-tales, 129

Craigie, W. A., Ewald Tang Kiristen-
sen, a Danish Folk-lorist, (#/.) 194 ;
Some Highland Folk-tales, 372

Crane, the, in Austrahan folklore, 315

Crane, Professor, cited on the For-
gotten Bride theme, 120

Crathis, priestesses of, 130

Creation myths, Babylonian origin of
Biblical version, 72

Creation, savage idea of, 301

Cremation, 132

Crin Goths, origin and language of, 75

Crime induced by superstition, 255

Crocodile form of dragons in legend,

7

Crogkc, W., Glossary of Indian words
in McNair’s paper, 155: Zribes
and Castes of the North-West Pro-
vinces of India, reviewed, 167 ;
Wooing of Penelope, the, 97

Cross, runic, at Brora, 278

Crow, the, in Australian folklore,
311 ; in Scotch folklore, 373

Index.

Ctesippus throws ox-foot at Odysseus
119

Cuchulinn ; analogy between him and
Sir Gawain, 265, 266, 270 ; Sag,
p;n.llels in Arthurian romance,
182

Cuckoo, unlucky to hear it fasting,

Cunnunbeillee, wife of Baiame, 303&

Cup, (seem also Grail), in chastity
tests, 130

Cures se¢ Charms, amd Medicinal
folklore

Curtin, cited on the whirling rampart
of castle, 270

Customs and Ceremonies observed at
Betrothal or ‘‘ Mangaval,” and ata
Wedding or ““ Viah” (also called
““Shadhee”), by moderately well-
off Mohammedans of the farmer
class, in and about the district near
Ghazi, in the Punjab, by Major
McNair nndﬂ'll‘. L. Barlow, 136

Cyclops, or baffled giant

Cyprus, folklore of'g:;g Sag% 99

the, and parallel tales,

369

Dances, Australian, at Bora mysteries,
300; as moral lesson, 324; in the
Lebanon, 8 ; Spanish Easter dance,

Danaides,

2!

David’s harem appropriated by Absa-
lom, 116

Daramulun, Australian divinity, 294;
secret name of, 295; family of,
297 ; cannibalism of, 298, 299;
slain by Baiame 299, 304, 312,

313

Dead, burial of, by Tobit, 242 ; left
unburied for debt, 226, 228, 235,
236, 237, 239 ; men’s goods divided
by kinsmen in Homeric days, 110,
burned, 115, 117, 118

Death and funeral customs and
beliefs, anticipatory grave-digging,
123 ; Chinese, 122, 123 ; death at
ebb-tide, 272 ; Danish, 215, 216;
Egyptian, 163, 164, 339; Greek,
cremation, 132 ; later Greek, 123;
Greek games, funeral origin of,
178 ; Indian, on death of a king,
116, 122; Lebanon, 8; Lincoln-
shire, 187; Roman, 123; Sand-
wich Isles, on death of a chief,
115, I116; and elsewhere, 116,
117 ; Scotland, 87, 89, 102, 123,
377 ; Sparta, on death of a king,
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Dusadh tribe, India, marriage customs
of, 171

Dyeing, males excluded from, in
ancient Ireland, 124

Ea, god of wisdom, 73

Eagle-hawk, totem, Australia, 205

East Anglian folklore. fishing dole at
Great Yarmouth, and Lowestoft,
2?5; Low German characteristics
o, 47

Easter Customs, Easter Eggs, 19, 276,
365; feast-cake from Calymnos
(#l.), 2 ; of the Lebanon, 19 ; * lift-
ing” of women, Ashton-under-
Lyne, 380; Spanish dances at,
zg ; Monday custom, riding the
Black Lad at Ashton-under-Lyne,
379 ; offering at Great Yarmouth,

247
Eastern variants to Norse folk-tales,

234

Eddaic mythology, its limitations, 36

Edjmiatzin, library of, 166

Eggs, in Lincolnshire Christmas fes-
tival, 364; Easter, in Syria, 19,
276, 365; May custom, Lincoln-
shire, Oliver Lodge, junior, on,
6

E3 st, anima worship in ancient,
164 ; bull-worship, fetishism of,
165 ; death and funeral customs in,
123, 163 ; folklore of, Horus and
the crocodile, 73 ; Horus as morn-
ing sun-god, 164 ; Influence of, on
Christianity, 164; perforated jar
and ropes of sand, 369 ; morality of
339; official cult in, 338 : original
population of 164, 165, 338; origin
of Pharaonic population of, 165;
our ignorance of its ancient religion,
337; riddles referred to, 259; sacri-
ficial joints, disposal of, in, 103 ;
soul, concepts concerning, in, 336 ;
sun-god cultus in, 163, 164 ; tombs
of, results of examining, 165

Eleusis, 175

El Kab, Egypt, natron of and burial

at, 339 .

Elphege, Archbishop, death of, how
caused, 119

Elves, Danish folklore, 214, 21§

Emerson, P. lL, on fertilization of
birds, 82

Emu, 297, 300; emu-wren, 311

England, riddle of murdered lover,
wide diffusion of, 260

Index.

English ballad , 47, 48 ; brides,
useofwhhem:;i?;h,li;

couget ing dress of, 128;

Emgmu,' see Riddles

Epidemics, terror induced by, 256

Epimenides, sleep of, 178

Epiphany customs in the Lebanon, §,
1

7
Eric and Enide, 181
Eschenbach, Wolfram von, and the
Gawain 265, 267
Esther, book of, date, 165
Esthonian riddles, 261
Ethnological Studies among the North
West Central Quecnsland Abors-
?na, by W. E. Roth, reviewed by
. C. Conybeare, 261
Eumaeus, 109
Euripides, and Greek feeling with
regard to re-marriage of widows,
113
Europe, Mediaeval, the *¢ jus primae
noctis ’ in, 366
European chastity tests, 130; folk-
chology, identity of, 54; in-
uence on Australian myths, 320
Eurymachus, on the rights of Pene-
lope’s suitors, 110, 112
Evil Eye, cures for, 86, 9o, 378;
effect of, on brides, how combated,
128; in the Lebanon, 7, 9, 10;
underlying idea, 13, 14, 16; pre-
ventives inst, 10, 79 ; used hyp-
notically, 83 ; at weddings, 128
Evolution, the, of the ldea of God ; an
Inquiry into the Origins of Reli-
%itm.r, by Grant Allen, reviewed,
3
Exogamy among the i of
North-West India, 169 ?ﬁ;’;& the
Wiraijurs of Austratia, 298 ; no
traces of, in Homeric poems, 104 :
in relation to marriage prohibitions,
252 ; evolution of, 253, 254
Exorcisms; Danish folklore, 213 ; by
salt and water, g0; for mote-ex-
tracting, 92
Eye, the (see Evil Eye), h
of, 83 ; motes extracted
Eyes, on ships, 179

notic use
om, 92

Fairies, or Good People (sce also
Jin) ; Tuatha de Danann, Irish, 60 ;
dwellings called Brochs, danger of
meddling with, 280
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division among aborigines of
Australia, 320; taboos of, Australia,
326 ; India, 168, 169

Foot-race contest for Penelope, 100,

I

Foot-ball, riddle on, 261

Forfarshire, cattle driven through fire
in, 216

¢ Foss Dyke “on Lincoln Minster and
the Devil, 272-276

Fox, the, 78, 134

France, folklore of ; Brittany, 78;
female monoliths in, 184; catch-
words of, 261 ; magic dresses in,
129 ; marriage customs ; jus primae
noctis in, 367 ; ‘“ Petit Bossu,” tale
of, 239 ; riddles in, 259, 260; sup-
posed trace of sun-worship in, 284

French romance, old, connection
with Celtic, 265, 267

Freya, 365

F riday, dough made on, lucky,
Sicily, 258 ; hairdressing unlucky
on, Scotland, and Sicily, 258

Friendship severed by breaking a
straw, Syria, 18

Frue Kirke, Copenhagen, why the
wind blows by, 275

Gabhala, the, 55

Gaelic folklore, modern, its relation to
that of old Britain, 271 ; traditional
literature, 41, its homogencity, 42,
tendency, 43 ; area, 45, 56

Galahad, 266, 347 ¢f segy.

Games (se¢ Ambeel, and Football),
beheading game in Gawain tale,
269 ; Greek games, the, 178; India,
swinging game, 137; Lincolnshire
May Day games, 365; Mexico, ball
games of, 93

Ganges water in idol ceremonies, 277

Gardener, at Indian marriage, 141

Gardner, Dr. Percy, cited on the
pseudo-archaism of Homeric poems,
1

Garland, May, in Lincolnshire, 276,
365 ; unfading, oriental chastity
test, 131

Garter, in wedding rites, 128

Garths of the gods and kings, 101

Gaul, ancient, sun worship in, 284

Gawain, legend of, compared with
Cuchulinn, 265 266 ; in Mule sans
Frein tale, 268; in the Green
Knight tale, 270, 349

Geoffrey of Anjou, 357

Index.

Germany, folklore of (see
Sagen), 69 ; catch-words of, 261;
the Devil and the wind at Strasburg
cathedral, 364; German folklore
collectors, desiderata in their
methods, 343; magic dresses in,
129 ; mirchen and saga, difference
between, 70; marriage customs,
“ jus primae noctis” in, 367 ; riddles
in, 259, 260; Substituted Bride
theme in, 74; Wodan, saints sub-
stituted for, in, 345

Gerrish, W. B., Christ’s Half-Dole,
an East Anglian fishing custom,
245, Kitty-Witches, 366

Geschichten und Lieder aus dem New-
Aramdischen Handschriften der K.
Bibliothek zu Berlin, von Mark
Lidzbarski, reviewed by F. C. Cony-
beare, 165

Ghazi, India, Mohammedan mar-
iage and betrothal customs of,

13

Ghost Stories ; the Meal Mill Ghost
at Bragar, 87 ; the Tailor and the
Chapel Ghost at Chanonry, 89;
Theory of the Origin of God, 64

Ghosts, Australian belief in, 296;
Cornish, tasks set to, 271 ; Danish
folklore on, 213, and ghost-laying,
216 ; Scotland, fatal to speak to,
374; Skye, 278

Giants, Danish folklore, 213, 215 ; in
Pageants, 84 ; Welsh, 337

Gippsland, Australia, beliefs of tribes
in, 313

Girdles in child-birth, 79; in
Japanese wedding dress, 125 ; of
straw round church for luck, 18

Gjellerup, Denmark, riddles of, col-
lected by Kristensen, 197

Gladstone, Rt. Hon. W. E., obituary
notice, 190

Glauce, her fatal robe, 126

Glaukos’ garth, 102

Glen Dochart, pool at, curing mental
ills, 377; how spoiled, 378; Esk,
cattle driven through fire at, 216

Glennie, J. S. Stuart ; The Origin of
Amazonian Matriarchy, 8o

Glove burned by minister, Scotland,

377

Glossary of Indian native words in
Major McNair’s paper, by W.
Crooke, 155

God, evolution of the idea of, 63;
A. Lang cited on, 292 ; origin of
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Kay, Sir, and Gawain, 268 ; counter-
part of Conan, 270
Kazi’s part in Indian marriages 145-

147
Kennedy, Louise, on stakes at games,

93

Keos, death of old 1‘?eoplc in, 114

Ker, W. P., the Nibelung Treasure
in English, 372

Khdarwar tribe, India, birth customs
of, 170

Khu-n-Aten, Egyptian king and
reformer, 164

Kidderminster, custom at election of
bailiff, 118

Kiko, monastery, Cyprus, sacred
piscéure used In rain ceremonies,
1

King, the Homeric, his position and
duties, 102, 103, 118

King Arthur and the Table Round.
Zales chiefly after Crestien of
Troyes. With am account of
Arthurian Romance, and Notes, by
W. W. Newell, reviewed by A.
Nutt, 181

Km% Arthur’s Son, tale, and paral-
lels, 237

“King of Spain and his Queen,”
chastity test referred to, 130

Kings, sacrificed when old, 114

Kingship, hereditary, Aristotle cited
on, 11§

Kinoulton, pierced stone at, 276

Kinsmen’s rights to dead men’s or un-
married men’s goods, in Homer,
110 ; over widows, 105, 112

Kissing Day at Hungerford, 281

Kitty-Witches, by W. B. Gerrish,
266

Knitting-parties, Danish, in relation
to folklore, 219
Kol tribe, India, marriage customs of,

171

Knight, the, of the Lion, tale and
parallels, 181, 182

Kristensen, Ewald Tang, a Danish
Folklorist, by W. A. Craigie, (://.),
194

Kronion, 11§

Kshatriya nobles, India, meeting of,
108

Kunstbog, Danish medical and magi-
cal remedies, 213

Kurnai tribe, Australia, marri
toms of, 323; myths, 296, 3
311

€ Cus-
y 310,

Index.

Labourer’s dream, Sutherlandshire,
373

Laertes ; Penelope’s web as a shroud
for, 100, 122, 124; position of,
114

Laird, the, his duties to widows, 106

Lais of Marie, the, 266

Lake, emptying with perforated shell,

task for Cornish demon, 369
Lake Copais, 17§
Lake N , 308
Lamorak, brother of Percival b
Gallois, 359

Lance, the, of Longinus found during
Crusades, 359, 360

Lancelot, 181, 266;: La CAarrette
tale, referred to, 270, 271

Land; of Mary, se¢ Lincolnshire;
measure, Cornish, 189 ; tenure,
Homeric, 101, 102; and common
property in the Lebanon, 3. 4, 6

Lang, Andrew, cited on Australian
beliefs, 290, ef segy.

Lanuvium, chastity test at, 130

Larissa, 176

Larsngea, legend of St. George at,
I

Launceston, ghosts whipped out from,

371

Launfal tale compared with Guinga-
mor, 266

Leake, his work summarized by
Frazer, 175

Lebanon, see Syria

Legend, the, of Sir Gawain, Studies
upon its original scope and Signifi-
cance, by Jessie L. Weston, re-
viewed by W. P. Ker, 265

Leprosy cured by an idol, 184

Levantine caiques, eyes on, 179

Levirate, the, 105 ; in Australia, 323;
in Sparta, 106, 110

Life in Early Britain, being an ac-
count of the Early Inhabitants of this
Island, and the Memorials whick
they have left behind them, by Ber-
tram C. A. Windle, reviewed, 75

Lincoln Minster and the Devil and
K:uallel tales, by H. C.Bowen, 364;

y ‘ Foss D‘yke,” 272

Lincolnshire, folklore of ; Christmas
bough in. 364 ;: dcath and funeral
customs, 187 ; fox, the, and rabbit,
134 ; the Lincoln imp, 273 ; May
Dayin, 276, 364 ; medicinal, 186
riddle on murdcred lover, 260 : on
a football, 261
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Matilda, mother of Henry II. _'{57
Matriarchy, Amazonian, 80 ; Indian
survivals of, 170
May Day, in Lincolnshire, M. Pea-
cock 365; D. Townshend, 276 ;
land, the, at Winteringham,
incs., 365
Mayor, dipping in the sea, on elec-
tion, 117
Mayuréikshi river, Bengal, idol cere-
monies at, 277, 278
Meccca, Xﬂgﬁms to, wearing ihrim or
shroud, 123
Mecklenburg,
dresses, 129
Mecdea, 178 ; and the robe of Glaucis,
126

folklore of, magic

Medicinal folklore ; anaesthetics in
Greek folklore, 234: ash, and
shrew ash, 330; Danish, 196, 213 ;
fire to cure cattle, 215, 216, 281 ;
fish-ashes, to cure blindness, Zobs¢
tale, 243; Hampshire, 79: He-
brides, 85, 86, 92; horse cure by
water and silver, 278 ; horseshoes
in, 186 ; Indian, idol cures, 184,
277 ; Lincolnshire, 186; lunacy,
Scotch dipping cure for, 377:
Syrian, 9-14, 16, I8; terror of
epidemics, how shown, 256;
wizard doctors, 196

Mediterranean, the, 165

Meetings, 1, 20, 124, 157, 193, 289

Megalopolis, 17§

Meclampus, 178

Melanesian folklore, the Kava cup in
Tonga, 103

Meleagros’ garth, 102

Members dead, 1, 25, 224, 289;
elected and resigned, 1, 20, 25, 34,
137, 224, 289

Men eating with gods, 180

Mendes, city of, 164

Menelaus, 102 ; marriages of his
daughters, 104

Menw’s shirts, worn by kitty-witches,

66
ﬁlgraugi.r de Dlortlesgues, French
tale, 267

Merlin, 181

Merodach, the sun-god, and the
creation myth, 72

Mesopotamia, 165

Metal in wells, 368

Meteorology, folklore of (see Rain
and Wind) Cyprus rain-charm, 188

Mexico, folklore of, 93, 225

Index.

Mi;zing-kiu decorated for May Day,
5
Minos, saga of, 99

Mirzapur, 169
stoeﬁ:nea, 84, 186, 277, 372

Mistletoe, used in Lincs. May gar-
1hnd's365
Mitra, Sarat Chandra, rain

from the Murshidabad dmm rict of

5
Modern Mythology, by Andrew Lang,
reviewed, 67
Mohammedan festivals, India, 137,
138 ; marriage customs, 136; use
of shrouds 123, and preparation of,

124
Mols and Agger, the le of,
Danish parallel to m;epeo Il:lﬂl of
Gotham, 220
Monsters, Danish folklore, 215
Moon folklore, Syrian, 18
Moonibear, a wife of Daramulun, 299
Moquis, scale and snake device of,

179

Mordvin, wedding dress, 125

Mogga.u, M. de, work of, referred to,
105

Morte & Arthur, 181

Mote science, to cure motes in the
eye, 92

Mother-in-law’s welcome to Indian
bride, 152

Mother right, 162 ;
India, 170, 171

Motiv, das, der Unterschobemen Brant
in der internationalen Erzahlungs-
litteratur etc., von. P. Arfert, re.
viewed, 70

Mound-dwellers, Danish, classified,
213, 21§

Mount Athos, exclusion of all females
from, 180

Mount Lebanon, 3

Mountain of the Sphinx, the, 179

Mozzsac, wheel-shaped taper offered at,

traces of, in

4
Mudji, or bull-roarer of Australia, 294
Mug, jug and groat buried with
corpse, Lincs., 187
Mukbrogan, the, Australia, 309
Mule sans Frein tale, in relation to
the Gawain tale, 267 ; details, 268
Mull, Scotland, folklore of, 280
Mungan-ngaur, mythical being of the
Kurnai tribe, Australia, 296
legends of, 307, 310
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Réjbansi, fisherman caste, idol wor-
ship of, 277-278

Rijput council, analogies to, 108

Rima, breaks Siva’s bow, 132

Rémayana cited, 132

Rimeswar, Bramachiri, idol-rites
instituted by, 277

Raphael the Angel, and Tobias, 242

Rationalization of folklore, instances,

233
Red, powerful against Evil Eye, 79 ;
nst demons, 12§

Religion, chief sources of, according
to A. Lang, 293; adefinition, 65 ;
one required, 159 ; one by Petrie,
340 ; identical with ritual at certain
stages, 316 ; earlier social character,

17 ; inimical to preservation of
lklore, 203

Religion of the Ancient Egyptians,
by Alfred Wiedemann, reviewed
by Professor A. H. Sayce, 163

Religion and Conscience in Ancient
Egypt, by W, M. Flinders Petrie,
revicwed, by Professor Sayce, 337

Religions of Primitive Peoples, by
Dr. D. G. Brinton, reviewed, 159

Remi, or Remigius, of Lincoln, and
the Devil, 273-274

Renan’s version of the 70éit tale as
given by Mme. Darmesteter, 244

Reste, die, der Germanen am Schwart-
zen  Meere, Eine Ethnologische
Untersuchung, von Dr. Richard
Loewe, reviewed, 74

Revelation, book of, cited on secret
names, 260

Reviews (for details, see Table of Con-
tents), §3, 158, 251, 337

Reynard the Fox, parallel incidents, 78

Rhine-gold, the, in tale of Sir
Degravant, 372

Rhys, Prof., cited in connection with
Gawain tale, 270

Rice and pulse offered to idols, 277

Richmon(f Park, the shrew ash in,

330

Riddles ; Danish, Kristensen’s col-
lection, 197 ; true character of,
258 ; homes and occasions of, 249 ;
wide range of, 260 ; in folktales,

234

Ridgeway’s, Prof., commentary on
Homeric poems, cited, 101

Right hand, taboo of, Australia, 327

Rings, use of, in marriage customs,
India, 138, 140, 152

Risley, H., 167 ; his work on eth
logy of Bengal referred to, 168
Riom, wheel ceremony at, 293, 29
Ritual, origin and objects defin
64 : Greek, 178

River of Dread, and its Bridge, 2
271 ; horse, the, in Skye, mod
views of, 378

Roman folklore ; death and fune
customs, 123 ; tombs, terra-cott
etc., of, 178 ; Gmtgﬁd Dead t:
version of, 243 ; interregnum
Rome, 116; Roman weddi
dress, 127

Ropes of sand; asses; and !

anaides, by G. M. Godden, 3

Roumania, alleged modern hum
sacrifice in, 362

Round Table, the, features of |
tale, 266

Rouse, W. H. D., cited on the a
shot through in contest for Pe
lope, 132

Rowhope wedding, the, 132

Royal Oak Day, milking festi
connected with, in Lincs., 365

Rudradeva, idol, ceremonies ~ cc
nected with, 277, 278 ; stolen, 2!
rain god, 279

Rudraganj, idols carried about at, 2

Rudrakantha Sinh, 277 '

Rukut Tundun, female Australi
divinity, 309

Runic Cross of Brora, 278

Russia (se¢ also Muscovy), alleg
modern human sacrifice in, 36.
crime and superstition in, study «
255 ; southern, female stone statu
in, 184 ; riddles in, at carnival
etc., 259 ; version of Grasefiel De.
tale, 229

Saballah, or best man in Indi;
weddings, 140

Sachau, Prof., stories, etc., collect
by, 165

Sacred colour, in India, 185

Sacred fire (see Fire), by R.
Maclagan (s//.), 280 ; Flowers,
India, 185; objects of Australi:
natives, 314 ; picture of Kil
Monastery, 188; Stones,
Stones ; trees, Circassian, etc., 7¢
Japanese, 368, of the ILebang;
9, 15 ; wellsand fountains, Lebano
16

Sacrifice ; Australian, non-existen
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Spain and his Queen, chastity test,
cited, 130

Thread communicating with Austra-
lian heaven, 304, 311

Threshold ceremonies in Indian
marriages, 152, 153

Thucydides, 115

Thunderstorm, Moquis’ symbol of,

179 .

Tiamat, goddess of the ‘“deep,” 72 ;
modification of, 73

Tide, the (in relation to death), by
E. S. Hartland, 272 ; by M. E.
James, 189

Tiger-snake totem, Australia, 297

Tigris river, 165

Timanthes and his bow, 132

Timour and the marriages of his
grandsons, 104

Tiryns, 113

Tobias, tale of, 242

Zobit, book of, its date, 165

Tobit and Jack the Giant-Killer, by
Francis Hindes Groome, 226

Tom Tit Tot, 47

Tomgs, terra-cottas, etc., in Rome,
17

Tonga, the Kava cup in, 103

Torch race, Greek, 168

Torosay, Mull, 280

Totems, taboo of, as food, Australia,
326, 327

Totemism, 68, 161, 168, 169, 171,
178 ; in relation to marriage pro-
hibitions, 2§1; and to exogamy,
253, 254 Lo

Townshend, D., May Day in Lincoln-
shire, 276

Transfer of adventures from one hcro
to another, 266, 347

Transmigration of souls, Druze belief
in, 1

Transn?ission of folktales, 70

Treasure, hidden, in Syria, 17 ; the
Nibelung, in English, by W. P.
Ker, 372

Tree-bed, in Greece, 131

Trees, folklore of ; blessed to secure
fertility, §; cut down in silence to
avoid the Dryad, 342; not to be
lopped under a waning moon, 18;
the olive in the Odyssey, 131;
sacred trees, 9, 75, 34, 368, 169 ;
Shrew Ash, the, 330; voice of the
god in, Australia, 299

Tregeagle, Cornish ghost, his tasks,
370, 371

Txib%.l custom, religious character ¢
316 ; meetings, India, 108; ri
to be fed ofl;.isose attendi ,’x:?
Tribes and Castes, the, of the Nor.
West Provinces and , by V
T .Ct_ooke‘,l reviewed, 167
rinity, the Egyptian, 1

Trolls, Danish folklore, 213

Trouts bewitching milk, 85

Troy, 101, 117, 175§

Troyes, Chretien de, and the Gawa
Legend, 265, 267, 270 ; poems ¢
ls's 267) 347-349

Truth test, Lebanon, 18

Tum as sun-god, 164

Tundun, Australian divinity, 308

Turkey, folklore of ; Matriarchy
80; Rnin-making in, 188; sce
of Barra Widow's Som tale, 23
version of the Grafeful Dead, tz
from, 226

Turkey hen, folklore concerning, 8

Turkoman folklore, rain-controlli
stone, 278

Tuttymen and tutty poles at Hoc
tide, 282

Uddanpur, idol detained at, 278
Under-sea, King, and his daughte

270

Unlucky and lucky days, 258, 341

Unmarried men’s goods, kinsstnel
rights to, 110

Vampires, 233, 256

Varuna, Indian rain-god, 278, 279

Vases, votive, from Lake Chapal
Mexico, 225

Vedas, not primitive, 98 ; rain-g
of, 278 ; modern representative «

279

Veil, the bridal, 125, 126 ; power
Nereid attached to, 342

Venus, the, of Quinipilly, 184

Versions of tales, value of possessi
several, 209, 213

Vienne, magic dresses in, 129
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