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PREFACE.

Foxe’s MARTYRS are among ?iur earliest recollections; and their
spirit-etirring incidents rivetted our eyes to their pages in our
czrhmod Here we see “ the gry;at things that faith cando,
and the great things that faith can suffer.” Here we behold, in
fact, what Bunyan so admirably described in fiction ; here is
Faithful again suffering and dying; here are graphically described
the reacting in all parts of the world, and in our own country in
particular, of the awful tragedies of Jerusalem, in which the Saviour
of men was put to death, and the proto-martyr Stephen followed
his holy example, dying by wicked hands, as a witness to the truth.
Here in particular are seen anew the men of modern ages of
whom the world was not worthy, “ who loved not their lives unto
the death,” and whose cry mingles with that of the souls of them that
were slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they
held: « How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost not thou judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?’ These are
they arrayed in white robes; these are they which came out of
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.

Here is “the patience of the saints,” showing the influence of pure
Christianity upon the mind, and the triumphs of the real believer
over the world. These sufferers truly believed the word of God, and
received it “not as the word of men, but as it is in truth the word of
God, which effectually worketh in them that believe.” To them,
houses and lands, wealth and honours, friends and relations, not
even the dearest ties on earth, nor life itself, were of any estimation
when set in competition with their love to the Saviour; and they

ically illustrated in their end, the doctrine of their Divine
faster, “ He that loveth father or mother more than me, is not
worthy of me;” while they now reap the reward promised by Him
who is “faithful and true.” “And every one tgat hath forsaken
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or chil-
dren, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold,
and shall inherit evergsting life,” Matt. xix. 29.

The present times especially call for the multiplication of copies
of such a work as that of Foxe. Every one can understand facts,
though every one may not be capable of following up a chain of
reasonings. And “facts are stubborn things,” which no subtilty
can evade. The papists point us to paganism as the persecutor of
the saints, but Popery is but paganism under a mask ; and while it
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mingles paganism with its Christianity, it has the heart and spirit
of paganism. It is to be hoped that “the man of sin” has arrived
at the period when his strength is decayed: but perhaps his dying
struggles will be the most violent, and they may not be short or
few. He is losing much of his power in lands which he has hitherto
ruled with a rod of iron, but he is aiming to redeem his losses in
distant regions of the globe, and is obtaining subtle entrance into the
British Isles. Under the cloak of Jesuitism and the mask of
Puseyism, the inveterate foe of God and man is di]jiently at work,
and may at length boldly show his face even in high places. The
increased circulation of such a work as this may greatly assist in
defeating his plans, and in throwing a fence around our common
Protestant faith.

Rome indeed is ashamed of her own acts, and never admits that
she is a persecutor. Hence Foxe, and all other writers who have
publisheﬁxer crimes, are denounced as liars. It is in the creed of
Jesuitism, for expediency’s sake, to aver anything or deny anything.
And if we are to believe the statements of the papists, those who
have suffered as martyrs, have not suffered by the hands of the
church, but of the civil power, to whom the church has always con-
signed them, that they might be punished “according to law.” In
the teeth of fire and fagot, they have represented themselves as
merciful ; and the sanguinary murderers, glutted with the blood of
the saints, have dared to assume the name of the meek and lowly
Jesus. Let them tell us that there have been Protestant persecu-
tors; there have, to their shame. But persecution is not mherent
in Protestantism, while in Po erﬂ it is an essential ingredient ; and
where ten have perished by tr\e ands of Protestant persecutors, in
times of darkness and ignorance preceded by Popery, whose example
they copied, ten thousand have perished by those of the papists.

Let us, then, hold up the inhuman system to merited execration.
Let parents teach their children, and children teach their children, to
dread and to oppose this “abomination of desolation,” and to shun
this “ pestilence that walketh in darkness.” By aiding to circulate
this work they will be doing an essential good; and by the light
issuing from the flames of the martyrs’ funeral piles, they may help
to scatter the darkness which is gathering around.

This edition, already improved by the able hands of the Rev.
J. Milner, and by original communications from other learned and
eminent ministers, will now be continued to the present time, and
furnish the most complete as well as the cheapest Book of Martyrs
which has yet been published.

CaMBERWELL, May 20, 1848.
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An secount of the ecclesiastical matters which passed in the Church of Christ from its
first establishment till the period of three bundred years; particularly showing the
differences between the ancient and present Church of Rome ; in which the absurdity,

impiety, and blasphemous doctrines of that Church in modern times are fully illus-
trated. ®

CHRIST, in the gospel of St. Matthew, chap. xvi., hearing the confes-
sion of Simon Peter, who first openly acknowledged him to be the Son
of God, and perceiving the secret hand of his Father therein, answered
again; and alluding to his name, called him a rock, upon which rock
he would build his church so strong, that the gates of hell should not

revail against it, &c. In these words three things are to be noted.

irst, that Christ will have a church in this world.  Secondly, that the
same church should be mightily impugned, not only by the world, but
also by the utmost strength and powers of all hell.  And, thirdly, that
the same church, notwithstanding the efforts of the devil and all his
malice, should continue. This prophecy of Christ we see wonderfully
verified, insomuch that the whole course of the church to this day, seems
nothing else but a verification of it. First, that Christ hath set up a
church, needs no proof. Secondly, what force, what sides and sorts of
men, of princes, kings, monarchs, governors, and rulers of this world,
with their subjects publicly and privately, with all their strength and
cunning, have bent themselves against this church. And, thirdly, how
the said charch, notwithstanding all this, hath %et endured.

To bring these events home to the minds of Christians, it will be ne-

to treat in the following order:

First, of the suffering time of the church, which continued from the
apostles’ age about three hundred years.

Secoundly, of the flourishing time of the church, which lasted other
three hundred years. ,

Thirdly, of the declining time of the church, which comprehends
other three hundred years, or about the thousandth year after the ceasin
of persecation. During which space of time, the church, althou E
ambitious and proud, was much altered from the simple sincerity of the
primitive time; yet in outward profession of doctrine and religion, it was

s To the disgrace of all modern editions which we have seen of the ‘* Lives of the
Martgrs,” this most interesting and truly historical part of the original work has been
oaaily omitted.

1 B



2 HISTORY' OF CHRISTIAN MARTYRDOM.

something tolerable, notwithstanding some corruption of doctrine, with
superstition and hypocrisy, had then crept in,

ourthly, followed the time of Antichrist, or, as it is scripturally called,
the loosing of Satan, or desolation of the church, whicﬁ contains the
space of four hundred years. In this time both Christian doctrine and
sincerity of life was almost extinguished ; particularly in the chief heads
and rulers of the west church, through the means of the Roman bishops,
especial‘ly from Gregory the seventh, called Hildebrand, Innocentius
the third, and the friars who crept in with him, till the time of John
Wickliffe and Jobn Huss, during a space of four hundred years.

Fifthly and lastly, after this time of Antichrist reigning in the church
of God by violence and tyranny, followed the reformation, or, as it may
properly be called, the purging of the church of God, wherein Anti-
christ begins to be revealed, and his antichristian doctrine to be detected,
the number of his church decreasing, and the number of the true church
increasing greatly.

With respect to the church of Rome, in all the ages above specified,
it challenged to itself the supreme title, and ringleading of the whole
universal church on earth, by whose direction all other churches have
been governed. In writing therefore of the church of Christ, one can-
not but intermeddle with the acts and proceedings of the said church,
because the doings and orderings of all other churches, from time to
time, as well in England as in other nations, have chiefly depended
upon it; in order to give a general description, briefly to show, as
in a summary table, the misguiding of that church, comparing the for-
mer primitive state of the church of Rome with the latter times of the
same, and then to proceed more at large with all the particulars thereof.

The title and style of that church was such, that it surpassed all other
churches : being called the Holy Universal Mother Church, which could
not err; and the bishop thereof, Holy Father the Pope, Bishop Univer-
sal, Prince of Priests, Supreme Head of the Universal Church, and
Vicar of Christ on Earth, who must not be judged, having all know-
ledge of Scripture, and all laws contained within his breast.

he jurisdiction of that bishop was such, that, challenging to him-
self both the swords, that is, both the keys of the scripture and the
sceptre of the laity, he not only subdued all bishops under him, but also
advanced himself above kings and emperors, causing some of them to
lie under his feet, some to hold his stirrup, others to lead his horse by
the bridle, to kiss his feet, and placing and displacing emperors, kings,
dukes, and earls, where and when he listed, taking upon him to trans-
late the empire at his pleasure;® first from Greece to France, from France

b The disgrace and contempt into which this Antichrist has now fallen, must convince
all true Chnstians of the fulfilment of the scriptures, as they describe his overthrow. No-
thing proves so clearly that Buonaparte was intended by the Aimighty as a scourge to the
nations of the Continent, as his conduct towards the popes of his time, whom he
robbed, insulted, and trod under foot, with as great a degree of contumely as preceding
popes did the rightful but bigoted sovereigns of great nations in former ages. Some years
ago, when the Editor of this work was making a tour through Italy, he was shewn the
statues of the Ppope- which are preserved in the pantheon at Rome. It was shortly afier
the death of Pius VI.; and he remarked that there was only one niche remaining uafilled.
The guide, with a melancholy shake of the head, observed that a prophecy had long gges -
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to Germany, preferring and deposing whom he pleased, confirming
them which were elected. Also being emperor himself, sede vacante,
pretending authority or power to invest bishops, to give benefices, to
spoil churches, to give authority to bind and loose, to call general coun-
cils, to judge over them, to set up religions, to canonize saints, to
take ‘:I;:Fa.ls, to bind consciences, to make laws, to dispense with the
law word of God, to deliver from purgatory, to command angels, &c.

This doctrine was tedious to students, pernicious to men’s con-
sciences, injurious to Christ, and cont.ra? in itself.

But it should be noted, that all these deformities, vain title, pretended
jurisdiction, heretical doctrine, and schismatical life, came not into
the church of Rome at once, nor sprang with the beginning of
the same church, but with long working, and continuance of time, by
little and little crept in, andﬂcame not 2‘:) full pet;fection 3:1 the time

of Sylvestet, y of pope Gregory the seventh in 1170,
;:rmd)y; of r:::cent the tblPl';: and finally of Eozse Boniface the eighth
m 1300. Of these four popes, the first brought in the title, in the year
of the Lord 670, which was never before publicly enacted and received
or acknowledged in the church of Rome. The second brought in juris-
diction. The third, which was pope Innocent, with his rabble of monks
and friars (amongst whom were %mmas Aquinas, Petrus Lombardus,
Jobannes Scotus) and such other bishops as succeeded in the see after
Lim, corrupted and obscured the sincerity of Christ’s doctrine and man-
ners. Ans lastly, pope Boniface the eighth, and Clement the fifth,
added the temporal sword to be carried before them. And they decreed,
that no emperor (were he never so justly elected) should be sufficient and
lawful, without the pope’s admission. This was in the year 1300,
whereby the pope’s power was now brought to its full pride and perfec-
tion. And '.E:s arose the corruption of the Romish church in continu-
ance of years by degrees, and not at one time, as is here shown.

Hence the church of Rome, as it is now governed with this titular
jurisdiction, and institution of doctrine, never descended from the primi-
tive age of the apostles, or from their succession, nisi tantum equtvoce®,
et nom waivoce; like as Sancta Maria picta non est Sancta Maria, et
Aomo pictus non est homo : that is, as the picture of the Holy Virgin is
not the Holy Virgin, and as a man painted on the wall is not a man :
0 it is to be said of the church of Rome, that although it hath the name
of the church Apostolic, and doth bring forth a long genealogy of
outward succession from the apostles, as the Pharisees in Christ’s time
brought their descent from Abraham their father; yet all this is but only
eguizoce, that is, the name only, and not in effect or matter.

With respect to the order and qualities of life, let us ask of this Ro-

vasded in that city, that when the niche in question should be filled there would be no need
{ndlcn. Since thea the temporal authority of the pope has been degraded even to
; and every bour seems 1o prognosticate that the papal supremacy is approximating

10 m end, at least on the continent.
¢ Equivace, that is in name only, and not in deed. Univoce, that is both in name and
also in definition snd effect, agreeing with the name.
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man clergy, where was this church of theirs which now is, in the ancient
time of the primitive church of Rome ; with this pomp and pride; with
this riches and superfluity ; with this gloria mundi, and name of car-
dinals; with this extortion, bribing, buying and selling of spiritual dig-
nities ; these annats, reformations, procurations, exactions, and other
Eractices for money ; this avarice insatiable, ambition intolerable, fleshly

Ithiness most detestable, barbarousness and negligence in preaching,
promise-breaking faithlessness, poisoning and supplanting one another;
with such schisms and divisions, which never were more practised than
in the elections and courts of Rome within these seven hundred years;
with such extreme cruelty, malice, and tyranny in burning and perse-
cuting their poor brethren to death?

If a man were to write at large all the schisms that have been in the
church of Rome since the time of Damasus the first, what a volume
would it require? Or if here should be recorded all whom this church
hath burnt and put to death, who would be able to number them ?

If there were no other difference in the matter, but only corruption
of life, all that we would tolerate, or impute to the common frailty
of man, and charge them no farther than we might charge ourselves.
But besides this deformity of life, wherein they have strayed from the for-
mer steps of the true church of Rome, we have to charge them in grenter
points, more nearly affecting the substantial ground of the church.

Although Victor, bishop of Rome, in the year 200, went about to ex-
communicate the east churches for the observance of Easter day; yet
neither did he proceed therein, nor was he permitted by Ireneus so to
do. And although Boniface the first, writing to the bishops of Carthage,
required of them to send up their appellations to the church of
Rome, alleging the decree of the Nicene council for his authority ;
the bishops and clergy of Carthage assembling together in a general
council (called the sixth council of Carthage) to the number of two
hundred and seventeen bishops, after that they had perused the decrees
in the authentic copies of the Nicene council, and found no such order,
made a public decree, that none out of that country should make any ap-
peal beyond the see, &c. It is no wonder if appeals were forbidden them
to be made to Rome ; for here in England the kings would not permit
any to appeal from them to Rome, tilFHenry II. from political motives
submitted to the influence of pope Alexander III. on account of the
murder of Thomas & Becket. ng also in France the like prohibitions
were expressly made by Ludovicus Pius, anno 1264, which forbade, by a
public instrument called Pragmatica sanctio, all exactions of the pope's
court within that realm. The like was done also by king Philip, named
Le Bel, anno 1296, which not only restrained al{
his subjects to Rome, but also that no money, armour, nor subsidy
should transported out of his realm. King Charles the fifth, sur-
named the Wise, and his son likewise, Charles the sixth, also punished
as traitors certain seditious persons for appealing to Rome.

The like resistance was made in France, against the pope’s reservations,
preventions, and other practices of his usurped 'uris«.ﬁction, in the days
of pope Martin the fifth, anno 1418, when king Henry the sixth in Eng-

sending or going of .
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land, and king Charles the seventh in France, both accorded with the
pope in investing and in the collation of benefices ; yet notwithstanding
the high court of parliament in France did not admit the same, but still
maintained the old liberty and customs of the French church. And
when the duke of Bedford came with the king's letters patent to
have the pope’s procurations and reservations admitted, the parliament
would not agree to it, but the king’s procurator-general was obliged
w interfere.

The Roman emperors made frequent attempts to curtail and check the
powers of the popes. The emperosr Honorius enacted a law, that none
should be made bishops of Rome through ambition, charging all ec-
clesiastical ministers to cease from ambition; appointing, moreover,
that if two were elected together, neither of them should be taken,
bat the election to proceed to another, who was to be chosen by a full
consent of voices.

To this may be added also the law and constitution of Justinian the
emperor, ratified and renewed afterwards in the council of Paris, in the
time of king Ludovicus Pius; where all bishops and priests were ex-
m forbidden to excommunicate any man before his cause was

and proved to be such, for which the ancient canons of the
church would have him to be excommunicate. And if any should pro-
ceed contrary to this law, then the excommunicate person to be absolved
by the authority of a higher decree, and the excommunicate to be se-
questered from the communion, so long as should seem convenient to
him that had the execution thereof, as is expressed 24. g. 3. De illicita.
Justigian also, in his laws and constitutions, ordained many things of
high importance in church matters, such as to have a determinate
pumber of churchmen or clerks in churches; also concerning monas-
teries and monks; how bishops and priests should be ordained; the
removing of ecclesiastical persons from one church to another;
the constitution of the churches in Africa; and that the holy
mysteries should not be performed in private houses, so that whoever
should attempt the contrary should be deprived. Const. 58. Also con-
cerning the order and manner of funerals; and that bishops should not
heep from their flock. The same Justinian granted to the clergy of
Constantinople the privilege of the secular court in cases only civil,
and such as touched not the disturbance of the bishop: in all
criminal causes he left them to the judgment of the secular court. He
also gave laws and decrees for breach of matrimony. And in his Const.
123, after the doctrine of St. Paul, he commanded all bishops and
priests to sound out their service and to celebrate the mysteries, not after
2 secret manuer, but with a loud voice, 80 as they might not only be
heard, but also that the faithful people might understand what was said
and done; whereby we learn that divine prayers and service was then in
the vulgar tongue.

These and numerous other instances that could be adduced, shew that
even in the early ages of papacy the sovereigns of - Europe were jealous
of, and adverse to, the institutions and authority of the popes; insomuch
that they thought it necessary to point out to the catholic bishops and

__m_z‘!m
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priests what they ought to consider as their duty. Carolus Magnus,
besides his other laws and political edicts, called five synods, one at
Mentz, the second at Rome, the third at Rheims, the fourth at Cabi-
lone, the fifth at Arelate, where sundry rites and ordinances were given
to the clergy, about eight hundred and ten years after Christ. The
same Carolus also decreed, that only the canonical books of Scripture
should be read in the church and none other; which before was also
decreed anno 417, in the third general council of Carthage. This mo-
narch als exhorted bishops and priests, to preach the word with a godly
injunction; and ordered them to dispense with the superstition which is
used at certain places in the burial of the dead.

The said kings and emperors likewise forbade that any freeman or ci-
tizen should enter the profession of 2 monk, without licence asked of the
king; and added a double cause for this regulation, first, because many
not for mere devotion, but for idleness, and avoiding the king’s wars, do
give themselves to religion; again, that many be craftily circumvented
and deluded by subtle covetous persons seeking to get from that which
they have; that no young children or boys should be shaven, or enter
any profession, without the will of their parents; and that no young
maiden should take the veil or profession of a nun before she came to
sufficient discretion of years to discern and chuse what to follow. That
none should be interred or buried thenceforth within the church: which
also was decreed by Theodosius and Valentinianus forty years before
them. The said Carolus, two and twenty years before this emperor,
enacted that murderers, and such as were guilty of death by the law,
should have no sanctuary by flying into the church, &c. which also was
decreed by Justinian three hundred years before Carolus.®

Amongst the numerous other improprieties of the modern church of
Rome may be mentionad their vowsons and pluralities of benefices,
which were then things as much unknown es they are now pernicious
to the church, by taking away all free election of ministers from the
flock of Christ.

As these inconveniences came and crept in chiefly by the pretended
authority and jurisdiction abused in this latter church of Rome; so it
cannot be denied, but the said latter church of Rome. hath taken and
attributed to itself much more than either the limits of God's word
gives, or as stands with the example of the old Roman church, in these
three things especially.

The first is this, that whatsoever the Scripture giveth and referreth,
either to the whole church universally, or to every particular church se-
verally, this sreaent church of Rome doth arrogate to itself absolutely and
only; both doing injury to other churches, and also abusing the Scrip-

e This singular historical fact forcibly shews the increase of the papal supremacy in
modern ages. The sanctuary of the church, in catholic countries, is a safeguard for mur-
derers and criminals of every description. In Italy and Spain, in particular, to the present
day, a man who chuses to murder another in the public streets receives protection from
entering the porches of a church, and a summary vengeance would fall upon any one who
should molest him in such a sacred spot. One of the writers in the Spectator has intro-
duced a beautiful story from a subject of this nature: it is the adventure of a gentleman
who takes refuge in a church after killing his antagonist in a duel.
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tures of God. For though the Scripture doth give authority te bind and
looee, it limiteth it neither to person nor place, that is, not to the city of
Rome more than other cities, nor to the see of Peter more than to
other apostles; but giveth it clearly to the church, whereof Peter did
bear the figure, so that wheresoever the true church of Christ is, there
is annexed power to bind and loose, given and taken merely as from
Christ, and not immediately by the pope or bishop of Peter’s see.

The second point wherein this present church of Rome abuses its ju-
risdiction contrary to the Scripture and steps of the old Roman church,
is this, that it extendeth its authority farther and more amply, than
either the warrant of the word, or example of time, will give. For al-
though the church of Rome hath (as other particular churches have)
authority to bind and absolve, yet it hath no authority to absolve subjects
Jrom their oath, subjection, and loyalty to their rulers and magistrates,
to dispense with perjury, to prorounce remission where no earnest repent-
ance is seen before, to number remission by days and years, to dispense
with things expressly in the word forbidden, or to restrain that which the
word maketh free, to divide religion into religions, to bind and burthen
comsciences with constitutions of men, to excommunicate for worldly mat-
ters, such as not ringing of bells at the bishop’s coming, for not bringing
litter for their horses, for not paying their fees and rents, for withhol§;ng
the church goods, for holding on their prince’s side in princely cases,
for not going at the pope’s commandment, for not aireeing to the pope’s
election in another prince’s realm, with other such things more vain than
these, &c. Again, although the Scripture giveth leave and authority to
the bishop and church of Rome to minister sacraments; yet it giveth
0o authority to make sacraments, much less to worship sacraments.
And though their authority serveth to baptise men, yet it extendeth not
to christen bells; neither have they authority by any word of God to
add to the word of God, or take from the same, to set up unwritten ve-
rities under pain of damnation, to make other articles of belief, to insti-
tute strange worship, otherwise than he hath prescribed who hath told
us how he would be worshipped, &ec.

The third abuse of the pope’s jurisdiction is, that as in spiritual juris-
diction they have vebemently exceeded the bounds of Scripture, so they
have impudently intermeddred themselves in the temporal jurisdiction,
wherein they have nothing to do. Insomuch that they have translated
their empire, they have deposed emperors, kings, princes, rulers, and
senators of Rome, and set up others or the same again at their pleasure ;
they have also proclaimed wars, and have warred themselves. And
thoagh emperors in ancient times have dignified them with titles, have
enlarged them with donations, and they received their confirmation by
the emperors, yet, like ungrateful clients to such benefactors, they after-
wards stamped upon their necks, made them hold their stirrup, and also
the bridle of their horse; have likewise caused them to seek confirma-
tion at their hand; and, in fact, have made themselves emperors, sede
vacante, et in discordia electionis, and also have been senators of the
city ; moreover, bave extorted by their own hands the plenary fulness
of power and jurisdiction of both the swords, especially since the time
of pope Hildebrand; which Hildebrand deposing Henry, the fourth
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emperor, made him give attendance at his city gate. And after him
ope Boniface the eighth shewed himself to the people on the first day
Fike a bishop, with his keys before him ; and the next day in his robes
imperial, having a naked sword borne before him, like an emperor ; this
hag\vned in the year 1298.
us having sufficiently shewn the manner of life, title, jurisdiction,
and government of the pope’s see (in all which points it is to be seen how
this latter church of Rome hath receded from the true ancient church of
Rome) it now remains to proceed to the fourth and last point, which is
of doctrine, wherein consisteth the chief matter that 1s with us and
against them, and which proves that they are neither to be reputed for
true catholics, being alered so far from them; nor we other than
heretics, if we should now join with them. For the proof whereof, let
us examine the doctrine and rites of the said church of Rome now used,
and compare the same with the teaching of the ancient catholics, to
the intent that such persons as have been hitherto, and yet are
seduced by the false statements and image of this pretended church,
perceiving what lieth within it, may be warned betimes either to avoid
the peril, or if not,to blame none but themselves for their own wilful
destruction.

And though I could here charge the new fangled church of the pope
with seven or eight heinous-crimes, such as blasphemy, idolatry, heresy,
superstition, absurdity, vanity, cruelty, &c. yet to pass this matter
with them, these two things I will and dare boldly affirm, that in this
doctrine of the pope, now taught in the church of Rome, is neither any
consolation of conscienge, nor salvation of man's soul. For seeing
there is no life nor soul’s health but only in Christ, nor any promise of
salvation or comfort made but only by faith in the Son ofy £od, what
assurance can there be of perfect peace, life, or salvation, where that
which only maketh all, is least made of, and other things which are of
least import are most esteemed ? :

And, therefore, as it may be truly said that this doctrine of the pope
is void of all true comfort and salvation, so likewise it seemeth that those
which addict themselves so devoutly to the pope’s learning, were never
earnestly afflicted in conscience, nevér humbled in spirit, nor broken in
heart ; never entered into any serious feeling of God’s judgment, nor
ever felt the strength of the ¥aw and of death. For if they had, they
would soon have seen their own weakness, and been driven to Christ ;
then would they have seen what a horrible thing it is to appear before
God the judge, or once to think on him (as Luther says) without Christ;
and, on the contrary, they would know what a glory, what a kingdom,
what liberty and life it were to be in Christ Jesus by faith.

And thus were the old Romans first taught by St. Paul writing to
them. The same did Cornelius the Roman, the first that was bap-
tized of the Gentiles, learn of St. Peter when he received the Holy
Ghost, not by the deeds of the law, but only by hearing the faith of
Jesus preached. And in the same doctrine the said church of the Ro-
mans many years continued,so long as they were in affliction. And in
the same doctrine the bishop of Rome with his Romans now also should
still remain, if they were such ancient Catholics as they pretend, and
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would follow the old mother church of Rome; but what wonder if the
Romans now in so long a tract of time have lost their first sap, seeing
that the church of the Galatians, in the very time of St. Paul, their
schoolmaster, he being amongst them; had scarcely turned his back but
they almost turned from the doctrine of faith.

nd lest any should think that we here protest against the corrupt
errors and deformities of this latter church of Rome from. motives of
any rancour, rather than necessary causes and demonstrations, I
shall take some little pains to descry the particular branches and con-
tents of the pope’s doctrine, now set forth, to the intent that all true
christian readers, comparing the one with the other, may discern what
great alteration there is between the church of Rome that now is, and
the church of Rome that then was planted by "the apostles in the primi-
tive time. And to open to the simple reader some way whereby he may
the better judge in such matters of doctrine, and not be deceived in dis-
cerninftmth from error. First, we will mention certain principles or
general positions, as infallible rules or truths of the ‘Scripture, whereby
all other doctrines and opiniouns of men being tried and examined, may
the more easily be judged whether they be true or contrary to the holy .
Scripture.

CERTAIN PRINCIPLES, OR GENERAL VERITIES, FOUNDED UPON
THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD,

1. As sin and death came originally biy1 the disobedience of one to all
men of his generation by nature, so righteousness and life came origi-
nally by the obedience of one to all men regenerated of him by faith '
and baptism. Rom. 5.

2. promise of God was freely given to our first parents without
their deserving ; that the seed of the woman should break the serpent’s
head. Gen. 3.

3. Promise was given freely to Abraham before he deserved any thing,
that in his seed all nations should be blessed. Gen. 12,

4. To the word of God neither must we add nor take from it. Deut. 4.

5. He that doth the works of the law shall live therein. - Lev. 18.
Gal. 3.

6. Accursed is he who abideth not in every thing that is written in
the book of the law. Deut. 27. Gal. 3.

7. God ouly is to be worsbiiwﬁed. Deut. 6. Luke 4.

8. All our righteousness is like a defiled cloth. Isa. 64.

9. In all my holy hill they shall not kill nor slay, saith the Lord.
Isa. 11; 66.

10. God loveth mercy and obedience more than sacrifice. Hos. 6.
1 Sam. 15.

11. The law worketh anger, condemneth and oppresseth sin, Rom. 3.

12. The end of the law is Christ, for righteousness to every one that
believeth. Rom. 10.

13. Whosoever believeth and is baptized, shall be saved. Matth. ult.

14. A man is justified by faith, without works; freely by grace, not
of curselves. Gal. 2. Ephes. 2.

15. There is no remission of sins without blood. Heb. 9.
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1G. Whatsoever is not of faith is sin. Rom. 14, Without faith it is
impossible to please God. Heb. 11.

17. One mediator between God and man, Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. 2.
And he is the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 2.

18. Whosoever seeketh by the law to be justified, is fallen from
grace. Gal. 5.

19. In Christ be all the promises of God, Est & Amen. 2 Cor. 1.

20. Let every soul be subject to superior powers, giving to Ceesar
that which is Ceesar’s, and to God that which is God’s. Rom. 13.

These principles and infallible rules of Scripture, which no man can
deny, prove that the doctrine of the pope’s church is not catholic, but
full of errors and heresies, as in the sequel will be more expressly and
particularly explained.

A SUMMARY COLLECTION OF THE ERRORS, HERESIES, AND
ABSURDITIES
Contained in the Pope’s Doctrines, contrary to the Rules of God’s Word, and the
First Institution of the Church of Rome.

OF FAITH AND OF JUSTIFICATION.

First, as to the only means and instrumental cause of our iustiﬁcation,
whereby the merits of Christ's passion is applied to us and made ours,
Ke heard before how St. Paul ascribes the same only to faith, as appears

Y all his letters, especially to the Romans; where he, excluding all
kind of works, ascribes all our salvation, justification, righteousness, re-
conciliation, and peace with God only to faith in Christ. Contrary to
which doctrine, the pope and his church hath set up sundry other means
‘of their own devising, whereby the merits of Christ’s passion, they say,
are applied to us and made ours, to the putting away of sins, and for
our justification, as hope, charity, sacrifice of the mass, auricular con-
fession, satisfaction, merit of saints, and holy orders, the pope’s par-
dons, &c. So that Christ’s sacrifice, stripes, and suffering, by this
teaching, do not heal us, nor are beneficial to us, though we believe
never so well, unless we had also these works and merits above recited.
This error and heresy of the church of Rome, though it seems at first
sight to the natural reason of man to be of small importance, yet if
it be earnestly considered, it is in very deed the most pernicious heresy
that ever crept into the church; upon which, as the only founda-
tion, all or the most part of all the errors, absurdities, and inconveni-
encies of the pope’s church are grounded. For this being once ad-
mitted, that a man is not justified by his faith in Christ alone, but that
other means must be sought by our own working and merits, to apply
the merits of Christ's passion unto us; then is there neither any cer-
tainty left of our salvation, nor end in setting up new means and merits
of our own devising for remission of sins. Neither has there been
any heresy that either hath rebelled more presumptuously against the
high majesty of God the Father, nor more perniciously hath injured the
souls of the simple, than this doctrine.

Secondly, the christian reader in the gospel, reading of the great
grace and sweet promises of God given to mankind in Christ his son,
might thereby take much comfort of soul, and be at rest and peace with
the Lord his God; but there comes in the pestiferous doctrine of these

’
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heretics, wherewith they obscure this free grace of God to choke the
sweet comforts of man in the Holy Ghost, and oppress Christian liberty,
and bring us into spiritual bondage.

Thirdly, as in this their impious doctrine they shew themselves mani-
fest enemies to God’s grace, so they are no less injurious to christian
men, whom they leave in a doubtful distrust of God’s favour and of their
salvation, contrary to the word and will of God, and right institution
of the apostolic doctrine.

OF SIN.

Of sin likewise they teach not rightly, nor after the institution 6f the
apostles and the ancient church of Rome; as they consider not the
deepness and largeness of sin, supposing it still to be nothing else but
the inward actions with consent of will, or the outward, such as are
against will: whereas the essence of sin extends not only to these, but
also comprehends the blindness and ignorance of the mind, lack of
knowledge, the untowardness of man’s mind, the Frivy rebellion of the
heart against the law of God, the undelighting will of man to God and
his word, &c.

OF PENANCE OR REPENTANCE.

Of penance, this corrupt Lateran church of Rome has made a sacra-
ment (contrary to the fourth principle), which penance, say they,
standeth of three parts, contrition, confession, and satisfaction cano-
mical. Contrition, as they teach, may be had by strength of free-will,
without the law and the Holy Ghost, per actus elicitis, through man’s
own action and endeavour. Which contrition first must be sufficient,
and so it meriteth remission of sin, In confession they require a full
rehearsal of all sins, whereby the priest knowing the crimes, may minister
satisfaction accordingly. And this rehearsing of sins, ex opere operato,
deserveth remission, contrary to the fourteenth princi(fle before men-
tioned. Satisfactions they call opera indebita, enjoyed by the ghostl
father. And this satisfaction (say they) taketh away and changeti
eternal punishment into temporal pains, which pains also it doth miti-
gate. And again, these satisfactions may be taken away by the pope's
indulgence, &c.

OF FREE WILL.

Concerning free-will, as it may in some case be admitted, that men
without grace may do some outward functions of the law, and keep
some outward observances or traditions; so as touching things spiritual
and appertaining to salvation, the strength of man being not regenerate
by grace, is so infirm and impotent that he can perform nothing neither
in doing well nor willing well; though, after he be regenerated by
grace, may work and do well, but yet that there still remains, notwith-
standing, a great imperfection of flesh, and a perpetual repugnance
between the flesh and spirit. And thus was the original church of the
encient Romans first instructed, from which we may see now how far
this latter church of Rome has degenerated, which affirms, that men
without grace may perform the obedience of the law, and prepare them-
selves to grace by working, so that those works may be meritorious and
obtain grace. hich grace once obtained, then men may (say they)
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perfectly perform the full obedience of the law, and accomplish those
spiritual actions and works which God requires, and to those works of
condignity deserve everlasting life. As to the infirmity which still re-
mains in nature, that they do not regard nor once speak of.

OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION.

Besides these uncatholic and almost unchristian absurdities and de-
fection from the apostolical faith above specified, let us consider the
manner of their invocation, not to God alone, as they should, but to
dead men, saying that saints are to be called upon, tanquam mediatores
intercessiones, as mediators of intercession ; Christum vero tanquam me-
diatorem salutis, and Christ as the mediator of salvation. They affirm,
moreover, that Christ was a mediator only in time of his passion, which
is repugnant to the words of St. Paul, writing to the old Romans, chap.
viii., where he, speaking of the intercession.of Christ, saith, ‘who is
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us,”
&c. And if Christ be a mediator of salvation, what needs then any
other intercession of saints for our suits? Or what does he want mor
of the saints, who is sure to be saved only by Christ?

Hitherto also pertains the worshipping of relics, and the false adora-
tion of sacraments, that is, the outward signs of the thing signified,
contrary to the seventh Principle before stated. Add to this also the
profanation of the Lord's supper, contrary to the use for which it was
ordained, in reserving it after the communion ministered, in setting it to
sale for money, and falsely persuading both themselves and others, that
the priest doth merit both to himself who speaks, and to him who hears
ex opere operato, sine bono motu utentis, &c. that is, only by the mere
‘.ioigg of the work, though the party that useth the same hath no motion
in him.

OF SACRAMENTS, BAPTISM, AND THE LORD'S SUPPER.

With respect to sacraments, their doctrine is likewise corrupt and
erroneous.

In the sacrament of baptism they are to be reproved, not only for
adding to the simple words of Christ’s institution divers many new-found
rites and fantasies of men, but also where the use of the old church of
Rome was only to baptise men, they baptise also bells, and apply the
words of baptism to water, fire, candles, stocks, and stones, &c.

But esfpecially in the supper of the Lord their doctrine most filthily
swerves from the right meaning of the scripture, and should be explod-
ed out of all christian churches. The first error is their idolatrous abuse
by worshipping, adoring, censing, knocking, and kneeling to it, in reserv-
ing also and carrying about in pomp and processions in towns and fields.
Secondly, also in substance thereof their teaching is monstrous, leavin
no substance of bread and wine to remain, but only the real body an
blood of Christ, putting no difference between calling and making.
Because Christ called bread his body, therefore, say they, he made it his
body, and so of a wholesome sacrament make a perilous idol : and that
which the old church of Rome did ever take to be a mystery, they turn
into a blind mist of mere accidents to deceive the people; and to wor-
ship a thing made, for their maker; a creature for their creator; and
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that which was threshed out of a wheaten sheaf, they set up in the
church and worship for a saviour; and when they have worshi ped him,
then they offer him to his Father; and when they have offered ilm, then
they eat him up, or else close him fast in a cell, where if he corrupt and
putrify before he be eaten, then the{ burn him to powder and ashes.
And notwithstanding they know well by scripture that the body of

, Christ can never corrupt and putrify, yet for all this corruption will they
needs make it the body of Christ, and burn all them who believe not
that which is against true christian belief.

OF MATRIMONY.

Contrary to the ordinances of the scripture, the new catholics of the
pe’s church call marriage a state of imperfection, and prefer single
ife be it never so impure, before the former, pretending that where the
one replenishes the earth, the other fills heaven. Ministers and priests
such as are found to have wives, they not only remove out of their place,
but also pronounce sentence of death upon them, and account their
children illegitimate. Again, as good as the third Eart of the year they
exempt and suspend from liberty of marriage. Besides all iis, they
bave added a novel prohibition of spiritual kindred, that is, that
sach as have been gossips, or godfathers and godmothers together in
christening another man’s child, must not by their law marry together.
Finally, in this doctrine and cases of matrimony, they gain much mo-
rey from the people, nourish adultery, and fill the world with offences
that give great occasion of murdering infants.

OF MAGISTRATES AND CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

It is known what rules and lessons St. Paul gave to the old Romans
concerning magistrates, to whose authority he would have all human
creatures subjected, as they are the ministers of God, having the sword
given unto them, wherewith they ought to repress false doctrine and
wolatry, and maintain that which is true and right, Rom. xiii. Now
let us sarvey the pope’s proceedings, and miark how far he transgresses
in this, as he dotl!xi'n all other points, from true christianity.

L. First, The pope with all his clergy, exempt themselves from all

2. They arrogate to themselves authority to ordain and constitute,
without leave or knowledge of the ordinary magistrate.

3. They take upon themselves to depose and set up rulers and magis-
trates when they please.!

OF PURGATORY.

The paradoxes, or rather the fantasies, of the latter church of Rome,
concerning purgatory, are monstrous, and neither old nor apostolical.
th'l.l'lfrm (they say) there is a purgatory where souls burn in fire after

is life.

2. The pain of purgatory differs nothing from the pains of hell, but
oaly that it has an end ; the pains of hell have none.

! It is likely that this degree of power is lost to them far ever; but it still remains their
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3. The painful suffering of this fire scours away the sins before com-
mitted in the body.

4. The time of these pains endures in some longer, in some less, ac-
cording as their sins deserve.

5. After the time of their pains has expired, then the mercy of God
translates them to heavenly bliss, which the body of Christ hath bought
for them.

6. The pains of purgatory are so great, that if all the beggars of the
world were seen on the one side, and but one soul in purgatory on the
otll:er side, the whole world would pity more that one, than all the
others.

7. The whole time of punishment in this purgatory must continue till
the fire has scoured away the spots of every sinful soul there burning,
unless there come some release.

8. Helps and releases that may shorten the time of their purgation,
may be obtained by the pope’s pardon and indulgences, sacrifices of the
altar, dirges and trentals, prayer, fasting, &c.

Lack of belief of purgatory bringeth to hell.

In short, let us examine the whole religion of this latter church of Rome,
and we shall find it to consist altogether in outward and ceremonial
exercises ; as outward confession, absolution at the priest’s hand, out-
ward sacrifice of the mass, buying of pardons, purchasing of obiits,
external worshipping of images and relics, pilgrimage to this place or
that, building of churches, founding of monasteries, outward works of
the law, outward gestures, garments, colours, choice of meats, difference
of times and places, peculiar rites and observances, set prayers, and
number of prayers prescribed, fasting of vigils, keeping of holidays,
coming to church, hearing of service, external succession of bishops
and of Peter’s see, external form and notes of the church, &c. So that
by this religion to make a true christian and a food catholic, there is
scarcely any working of the Holy Ghost required. As for example, to
make this matter more demonstrable, let us define a christian man after
the pope’s making, whereby we may see the better what is to be judged
of J:e scope of his doctrine.

A CHRISTIAN MAN, AFTER THE POPE'S MAKING, DEFINED.

According to the catholic religion, a true christian man is thus de-
fined : first, to be baptised in the Latin tongue (‘which the godfathers
profess they cannot understand ), then confirmed by the bishops; the mo-
. ther of the child to be purified; after he is grown in years, then to come
to the church to keep his fasting days, to fast the lent, to come under
benedicite ; that is, to be confessed of the priest, to do his penance, at
Easter to take his rites, to hear mass and divine service, to set up can-
dles before images, to creep to the cross, to take holy bread and water,
to go in procession, to carry his palms and candle, and to take
ashes ; to fast the ember days, rogation days, and vigils; to keep the
holidays, to pay his tithes and offerings, to go on pilgrimage, to
buy pardons, to worship his Maker over the priest’s head, and to receive
the pope for his supreme lord, and to obey his laws; to receive St.
Nicholas’ clerks, to have his beads, and to give to the high altar; to
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take orders if he will be a priest, to keep his vow, and not to marry;
when he is sick to be anointed and take the rites of the holy church,
to be buried in the church-yard, to be rung for, to be sung for, to be
buried in a friar’s.cowl, and to conform living and dying to the Romish
rule. All these points being observed, who can deny but this is a
devout man, and perfect christian catholic, and sure to be saved, as a
true faithful child of the holy mother church?

Now look upon this definition, and say, good reader, what faith or
spirit, or what working of the Holy Ghost in all this doctrine is to be

uired. The grace of our Lord Jesus give the true light of his gos-
;:l to shine in our hearts. Amen.

SECTION II.

Camailinf‘:dbistory of the first Ten Persecutions of the Primitive Church, from the year

of our , 67, and the reign of Nero Domitius, till the time of Constantine the Great;
. which are detailed the lives and actious of the principal Christian martyrs of both
sexes, who suffered for their faith in Europe and in Africa.

Tae dreadful martyrdoms we are now about to describe, arose from
the tions of the Christians by pagan fury, in the primitive ages
of charch, during the space of three hundred years, until the time
of Constantine the great.® °

It is both wonderful and horrible to peruse the descriptions of the
sufferings of those godly martyrs, as they are described by ancient
historians. Their torments were as various as the ingenuity of man,
excited by the devil, could devise; and their numbers were truly in-
credible. “ Some,” says Robanus, ¢ were slain with the sword; some
burnt with fire; some scourged with whips; some stabbed with forks of
iron; some fastened to the cross or gibbet; some drowned in the sea;
some had their skins plucked off; some their tongues cut out; some
were stoned to death; some frozem with cold; some starved with
hunger; some with their hands cut off, or otherwise dismembered, were
left naked to the open shame of the world.” Augustine, speaking of
these martyrs,* s:r, that though their punishments were various, yet
the constancy in all was the same. And notwithstanding the sharpness
of s0 many torments, and cruelty of the tormentors, such was the
namber c:l'y these faithful saints, that as Hierome, in his epistle to
Cromatius and Heliodorus, observes, ¢ There is no day in the whole
year, unto which the number of five thousand martyrs cannot be ascribed,
except only the first day of January.”

¢ Eusebius was the principal historian who has transmitted to us an account of the
wafferings of these blessed martyrs, and to his works we are indebted for many valuable
anecdotes not to be found in any other writer.

& De Civit. 22. cap. 6.
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The first martyr to our holy religion was its Blessed Founder himself.}
His history is sufficiently known, as it has been handed down to us in
the New Testament ; nevertheless it will be proper here to give an out-
line of his sufferings, and more particularly as they will be followed by
those of the apostles and evangelists. (A. D. 1to 18.) The persecutions
by the emperors took place long after the death of our Saviour.

It is known that in the reign of Herod,the angel Gabriel was sent by
divine command to the Virgin Mary. This maiden was betrothed to a
carpenter named Joseph, who resided at Nazareth, a city of Galilee;
but the marriage had not then taken place; for it was the custom
of the eastern nations to contract persons of each sex from their child-
hood, though the alliance was not permitted till years of maturity.
The angel informed Mary how highly she was favoured of God, and that
she should conceive a son by the Holy Spirit, which happened accord-
ingly; for travelling to Bethlehem to pax' the capitation-tax then levied,
the town was so crowded that they could get lodgings only in a stable,
where the Holy Virgin gave birth to our Blessed Redeemer, which was
announced to the world by a star and an angel : the wise men of the
east saw the former, and the shepherds the latter.

After Jesus had been circumcised, he was presented in the temple by
the Holy Virgin; upon which occasion Simeon exclaimed in the cele-
brated words mentioned in the liturgy : ¢Lord, now lettest thou thy ser-
vant depart in peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes have seen
thy salvation.”  Luke ii. 29, 30.

Jesus, in his youth, conversed with the most learned doctors in the
temple, and soon after was baptized by John in the river Jordan, when
the Holy Ghost descended upon him in the form of a dove, and a voice
was heard audibly to pronounce these words: ¢ This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.”

After this Christ ll;sted forty days and nights in the wilderness, where
he was tempted by the devil, but resisted all his allurements. He per-
formed his first miracle at Cana, in Galilee; he likewise conversed with
the good Samaritan, and restored to life a nobleman’s dead child. While
travelling through Galilee he restored the blind to sight, he cured the
lame, the lepers, &c. Among other benevolent actions, he cured at the
pool of Bethseda, a paralytic man who had been lame thirty-eight years,
bidding him take up his bed and walk ; and he afterwards cured a man
whose right hand was shrunk up and withered, with many acts of a simi-
lar nature.

When he had chosen his twelve apostles, he preached the celebrated
sermon on the Mount; after which he performed several miracles, par-

1 A reverend editor of an edition of the Book of Christian Martyrs, published some
{:an since, with a mpous title-page, and announced as the only *complete and original

istory of Martyrdom,” has absurdly described as martyrs, Noah, Lot, Joseph, the
Children of Israel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, &c. It is, nevertheless, evident, that
these characters, who sustained with all becoming fortitude, as we learn from scripture, the
malignity of their persecutors, ought not to be classed lmon’gst the biessed martyrs, whose
lives were ucriﬁcese for their perseverance in the doctrines of Christianity. As well might
be recorded in a history of martyrs every man who had been in danger of perishing
by the hand of an assassin.
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tict:!l;rly the feeding of the multitude, and the walking on the surface
of the sea.

On the celebration of the passover, Jesus supped with his disciples ; he
informed them that one of them would betray him, and another deny him:
in short he preached his farewell sermon. A multitude of armed men
soon afterwards surrounded him, and Judas kissed him, in order to point
him out to the soldiers, who were not acquainted with his person. In
the conflict occasionéd by the apprehension of Jesus, Peter cut off the ear
of Malchus, the servant of the high-priest, for which Jesus reproved him,
and, by touching the wound, healed it.(A. D. 34.) Peter and John
followed Jesus to the house of Annas, who refusing to judge him, sent
him bound to Caiaphas, in whose house Peter denied Christ, as he had
predicted ; but, on Christ reminding him of his perfidy, the apostle went
out and wept bitte;:{.

When the council had assembled in the morning, the Jews mocked
Jesus, and the elders suborned false witnesses against him : the princi-
pal accusation being, that he had said, ‘I will destroy this temple
made with hands, and within three days I will build another made
without hands.” Caiaphas then asked him if he was Christ the Son of
God, or not; being answered in the affirmative he was accused of blas-
phemy, and condemned to death by Pontius Pilate, the Roman gover-
nor, who, though conscious of his innocence, yielded to the solicitations
of the Jews, and condemned him to be crucified. His remarkable ex-
pression at the time of passing sentence proved how much he was con-
vinced that the Lord was persecuted.

Previous to the crucifixion, the Jews, by way of derision, clothed
Christ in a regal robe, put a crown of thorns upon his head, and a reed,
for a sceptre, in his hand ; they then mocked him with ironical compli-
ments, t in his face, smote his cheeks, and taking the reed out of
his m;l:‘ they struck him with it upon the head. Pilate would have
released him, gut the general cry was, Crucify him, crucify him ; which
occasioned the governor to ca.ll?or a basin of water, and having washed
his bands, he declared himself innocent of the blood of Christ, whom
he termed a just person. But the Jews said, ¢ Let his blood be upon
us, and our children:” and the governor found himself obliged to com-
ply with their wishes. Their imprecation, too, has manifestly taken
place, as they have ever since been a people scattered and cursed.’

} A similar example of punishment is to be noted amongst the Romans ; for when Tiberius
Caaar, haviog received accounts from Pontius Pilate, of the doings of Christ, of his miracles,
resurrection, and ascension into Heaven, and how he was received as a divine messenger,
was himself also moved with belief, and conferred with the whole senate of Rome to have
Christ adored as God : they refused, because that, contrary to the law of the Romaus, he
was cousecrated for God, re the senate of Rome had so decreed and approved him.
Tertul. Apol. cap. 5. Thus the senate following rather the law of man than of God, the
pereission of God stirred up their own emperors against them in such a degree, that the
seaators were almost all destroyed, and the whole city horribly afflicted for the space of
three hundred subsequent years. Tiberius, who for a great part of his reign was a mode-
rate prince, was aferwards a severe tyrant, who neither favoured his own mother, spared
hs own nephews, nor the princes of the city, nor such as were his own counsellors, of whom,
to the mumber of twenty, he left ooly two or three alive. History relates him to have been
0 tyranmacal, thatin his reign many were accused, and condemned with their wives and
chilires. In one day, um;zg to Suetonius, he ordered twenty persons to be drawn to the

c
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While they were leading Christ to the place of crucifixion, he
was obliged to bear the cross, which being unable long to sustain, his
enemies compelled one Simon, a native of Cyrene, to carry it the rest
of the way. Mount Calvary was fixed on for the place of execution,
where, having arrived, the soldiers offered Christ a mixture of gall and
vinegar to drink, which he refused. Having stripped him, they nailed
him to the cross, and crucified him between two malefactors, On
being fastened to the cross, he uttered this benevolent prayer for his
enemies: “ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
Four soldiers who crucified him, now cut his mantle to pieces, and
divided it between them; but his coat being without seam, they cast lots
for it. While Christ remained in the agonies of death, the Jews mocked
him, and said, ¢ If thou art the son of God, come down from the cross.”
The chief priests and scribes also reviled him, and said, ‘“ He saved
others, but cannot save himself.” One of the criminals who was
crucified with him, also cried out, and said, ¢ If thou art the Messiah,
save thyself and us;” but the other malefactor, having great faith,
exclaimed, ¢ Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.”
To which Christ replied, ‘¢ This day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”

When Christ was upon the cross, the earth was covered with darkness,
and the stars appeared at noon-day, which struck the people and even
the Jews with terror. In the midst of his tortures, He cried out,
*“ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me!” and then expressed
a desire to drink, when one of the soldiers gave him, upon the point of
a reed, a sponge dipped in vinegar, which however he refused. About
three o’clock in the afternoon he gave up the ghost, and at that moment
a violent earthquake commenced, when the rocks were rent, the moun-
tains trembled, and the dead emerged from the graves. These and
other prodigies attended the death of Christ, and such was the mortal
end of the Redeemer of mankind. Itis not a subject of wonder that
the heatbens who lived so long after him, endeavoured by persecution
and the most horrid cruelties, to prevent the propagation of that source
of comfort and happiness in all affliction, which has resulted from the
blessed system of faith that our Saviour confirmed with his blood.

ACCOUNT OF THE LIVES, SUFFERINGS, AND MARTYRDOM OF THE
APOSTLES, EVANGELISTS, &ec.

I. ST. STEPHEN.

This early martyr was elected, with six others, as a deacon of the first
Christian church. He was also an able and successful preacher. The
principal &ersons belonging to five Jewish synagogues entered into
dispute with him; but he, by the soundness of his doctrine, and the

place of execution, By him, also, Pilate, under whom Christ was crucified, was apprehended
and d at Rome, d P d, then banished to the town of Lyons, and at length committed
suicide. Herod and Caiaphas also did not long escape. We shall bere, combining his-
torical facts with our narrative, inform the reader, that it was in the reign of Tiberius, that
Jesus, the Son of God, in the four-and-thirtieth year of his age, which was the seventeenth
of this emperor, suffered martyrdom. After this, Tiberius lived six years, during which
time no persecution had begun in Rome against the Christians. It was in the reign of this
emperor that St. Paul was converted to the faith.
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strength of his arguments, overcame them all, which so much irritated
them, that they bribed false witnesses to accuse him of blaspheming
God and Moses. On being carried before the council, he made a noble
defence; but this so much exasperated his judges, that they resolved
to condemn him. At the instant Stephen saw a vision from heaven,
representing Jesus, in his glorified state, sitting at the right hand of
God. This vision so enraptured him, that he exclaimed, ‘‘Behold I
see the heavens open, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand
of God.” This caused him to be condemned, and Eaving dragged him
out of the city they stoned him to death. On the spot where he was
martyred, Eaudocia, the empress of Theodosius, erected a superb church,
and the memory of the martyr is annually celebrated on the 26th day
of December.

The death of Stephen was succeeded by a severe persecution in
Jerusalem, in which 2000 Christians, with Nicanor the deacon, were
martyred, and many others obliged to leave their country.*

1I. ST. JAMES THE GREAT.

He was a Galilean, and the son of Zebedee, a fisherman, the elder
brother of St. John, and related to Christ himself; for his mother
Salome was cousin to the Virgin Mary. Being one day with his father
fishing in the sea of Galilee, he and his brother John were called by the
Saviour to become his disciples. They cheerfully obeyed the mandate,
and leaving their father, followed Jesus. It is to be observed, that
Christ placed greater confidence in them than in any other of the
apostles, Peter excepted. Christ called these brothers Boanerges, or
sons of thunder, on account of their vigorous minds and zealous spirits.

When Herod Agrippa was made governor of Judea by the emperor
Caligula, he raised a persecution against the Christians, and particularly
selected James as an object of his vengeance. This martyr, on being
condemned to death, showed such intrepidity and constancy of mind,
that even his accuser was struck with admiration, and became a convert
to christianity. This transition so enraged the people in power, that
they condemned him likewise to death; when the apostle, and his
penitent accuser, were both beheaded on the same day and with the
same sword. These events took place in the year of Christ 44; and the
25th of July was fixed by the church for the commemoration of James’s
martyrdom. About the same period, Timon and Parmenas, two of the
seven deacons, suffered martyrdom, the former at Corinth, and the
latter at Philippi, in Macedonia.

I11. ST. PHILIP.

This apostle and martyr was born at Bethsaida, in Galilee, and was
the first called by the name of disciple. He was employed in several
important missions by Christ, and being deputed to preach in Upper

& Dorotheus, in his Synopsis, asserts, apparently upon good authority, that Ni , one '
of the seven deacons, with two thousand others, who believed in Christ, suffered on the
@me day when Stepben was martyred. He also adds, that Simon, another of the deacons,
afierwards bishop of Bostrum, in Arabia, was there burned. Parmenas, another of the
descons, su at the same time.
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Asia, laboured very diligently in his apostleship. He then travelled
into Phrygia, and arriving at Heliopolis, found the inhabitants so sunk
in idolatry, as to worship a large serpent. St. Philip, however, was the
means of converting many of them to christianity, and even procured the
death of the serpent. This so enraged the magistrates, that they com-
mitted him to prison, had him severely scourged, and afterwards crucified.
His friend, St. Bartholomew, found an opportunity of taking down the
body, and burying it; for which, however, he was very near suffering the
same fate. The martyrdom of Philip happened eight years after that
of James the Great, A. D. 52; ang his name, together with that of
St. James the Less, is commemorated on the 1st of May.

1V. S8T. MATTHEW.

This evangelist, apostle, and martyr, was born at Nazareth, in Galilee;
but resided chiefly in Capernaum, on account of his business, which was
that of a tax-gatherer, to collect tribute of such as had to pass the sea
of Galilee. On being called as a disciple, he immediately complied,
and left every thing to follow Christ. After the ascension of his Lord,
he continued preaching the gospel in Judea about nine years. Intend-
ing to leave Judea, to go and preach among the Gentiles, he wrote
his gospel in Hebrew, for the use of the Jewish converts; but it
was afterwards translated into Greek by St. James the Less. He then
went to Ethiopia, ordained preachers, settled churches, and made many
converts. He afterwards proceeded to Parthia, where he had the same
success ; but returning to Ethiopia, he was slain by a halberd in the
city of Nadabar, about the year of Christ 60; and his festival is kept by
the church on the 21st day of September. He was inoffensive in his
conduct, and remarkably temperate in his mode of living.

V. ST. MARK.

This evangelist and morttzr was born of Jewish parents of the tribe
of Levi. It is supposed that he was converted to christianity by St.
Peter, whom he served as an amanuensis, and whom he attended in all
his travels. Being entreated by the converts at Rome to commit to
writing the admirable discourses they had heard from St. Peter and
himself, he complied with their request, and composed his gospel in
the Greek language. He then went to Egypt, and constituted a
bishopric at Alexandria: afterwards he pmceesy to Lybia, where he
made many converts. On returning to Alexandria, some of the Egyp-
tians, exasperated at his success, determined on his death. They tied
his feet, dragged him through the streets, left him bruised in a dungeon
all night, and the next day burned his body. This took place on the
25th of April, on which day the church commemorates his martyrdom.
His bones were carefully gathered up by the Christians, decently inter-
red, and afterwards removed to Venice, where he is honoured as the
tutelar saint and patron of the state.

¥VI. ST. JAMES THE LESS.

This apostle and martyr was so called to distinguish him from St.
James the Great. He was the son of Joseph, the reputed father of Christ ;
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and after the Lord’s ascension was elected bishop of Jerusalem. He wrote
lis general epistles to all Christians and converts whatever, to suppress
a dangerous error then propagating, viz. ‘* That faith in Christ was alone
mfficient for salvation, without good works.” The Jews, being at this
time greatly enraged that St. Paul had escaped their fury, bz appealing
to Rome, determined to wreak their vengeance on James, who was now
ninety-four years of age: they accordingly threw him down, beat,
bruised, and stoned him; and then dashed out his brains with a club,
sach as was used by fullers in dressing cloths. His festival, together
with that of St. Philip, is kept on the first of May.!

ViI. ST. MATTHIAS.

This martyr was called to the apostleship after the death of Christ,
to supply the vacant place of Judas, who had betrayed his master. He
was also one of the seventy disciples. He was martyred at Jerusalem,
by being first stoned, and then beheaded; and the 24th of February
is observed for the celebration of his festival.

* VIII. ST. ANDREW,

This apostle and martyr was the brother of St. Peter, and preached
the gospel to many Asiatic nations, On arriving at Edessa, the gover-
aor of the country, named Egeas, threatened him for preaching against

! Egisippus in his commentaries, gives the following interesting account of this martyr.
—* James, the brother of our Lord, took in hand to govern the church after the a es,
being counted of all men, from the time of Christ, to be a just and perfect man. There

many others of the name ; but this was born holy : he drank no wine nor any strong
drink, meither did he eat any living creature, the razor never came upon his head, he was
not ancinted with oil, neither did he use bath ; to him only was it lawful to enter into the
boly place ; neither was he clothed with woollen cloth, but with silk; and he entered into
the temple, always upon his knees, asking remission for the people, so that his knees, by con-
lost the sense of feeling, being benumbed and bardened like the knees of a camel.
worshipping God, and craving forgiveness for the people), called the Just,
excelleocy of his life named Oblias, which is the safeguard and justice of
= the prophets declare of him: therefore, when many of the heretics which
the people asked him what manner of man Jesus should be, he answered,
the Saviour. But the aforesaid heretics, neither believe the resurrection,
come, who shall render unto every man according to his works ; bat
they believe in James’s faith. When some, therefore, of the princes
was a tumult made of the Scribes, Jews, and Pharisees, saying, it is
t all the people do look for this Jesus as for Christ. Therefore, they
, and said to James—* We beseech thee restrain the people,
Jesus as though he were Christ; we pray thee persuade them all which
of the ver of Jesus; for we are all obedient unto thee, and
ify of that thou art just, neither that thou dost accept the
man ; therefore persuade the peo'g: that they be not deceived in Jesus, and
p& and we will obey thee; therefore stand upon the pillar of the temple,
seen from above, and that thy words may be perceived of all the
i ver all the tribes dowome with all the country.’ And thus the
and Pharisees did set James upon the battlements of the church, and they cried
aad said, *Thou just man, whom we all ought to obey, because this people is
is crucified, tell what is Jesus crucified1’ And he snswered with a
great voice, * What do you ask me of Jesus the Son of Man, secing that he sitteth on
e right hand of God, and shall come in the clouds of Heaven.” When many were
is, they glorified God upon the witness of James, and said, * Hosanna m

he Son of David.’” i
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the idols they worshipped. St. Andrew, persisting in the propagation of
his doctrines, was ordered to be crucified, two ends of the cross being
fixed transversely in the ground. He boldly told his accusers, that he
would not have preached the glory of the cross, had he feared to die
on it. And again, when they came to crucify him, he said that he
coveted the cross, and longed to embrace it. He was fastened to the
cross, not with nails, but cords; that his death might be more slow.
In this situation he continued two days, preaching the greatest part of
the time to the people; and expired on the 30th of November, which is
commemorated as his festival.

IX. ST. PETER.

This great apostle and martyr was born at Bethsaida in Galilee, being
the son of Jonas, a fisherman, which employment St. Peter himself fol-
lowed. He was persuaded by his brotlrer to turn Christian, when Christ
gave him the name of Cephas, implying, in the Syriac language, a rock.
He was called, at the same time as{:is brother, to be an apostle, gave
uncommon proofs of his zeal for the service of Christ, and always ap-
peared as the principal speaker among the apostles. He had, however,
the weakness to deny his Master after his a };.rehension, though he
defended him at the time; but the sincerity of his repentance proved
that he soon became deeply convinced of the greatness of his crime.
After the death of Christ, the Jews still continued to persecute the
Christians, and ordered several of the apostles, among whom was Peter,
to be scou;ged. This punishment they bore with the greatest fortitude,
and rejoiced that they were thought worthy to suffer for the sake of their
Redeemer.

When Herod Agrippa caused St. James the Great to be put to death,
and found that it pleased the Jews, he resolved, in order to ingratiate
himself with the people, that Peter should be the next sacrifice. He
was accordingly apprehended, and thrown into prison ; but an angel of
the Lord released him, which so enraged Herod, that he ordered the
sentinels who guarded the dungeon in which he had been confined, to
be put to death. St. Peter, after various miracles, retired to Rome,
where he defeated the artifices, and confounded the magic of Simon
Magus, a great favourite of the emperor Nero: he likewise converted
to christianity one of the concubines of that monarch, which so exas-
perated the tyrant, that he ordered both St. Peter and St. Paul to be
apprehended. During the time of their confinement, they converted
two of the captains of the guard, and forty-seven other persons to
christianity. Having been nine months in prison, Peter was brought
from thence for execution, when after being severely scourged, he
was crucified with his head downwards; which position, however, was
at his own request.® His festival is observed on the 29th of June, on

= As to the cause and manner of his death there are many who describe them, as
Hierome, Egissippus, Eusebius, Abdias, and others, although they do not all precisely agree
in the time. The words of Hierome are these, *Simon Peter the son of Jonas, of the
Krovmee of Galilee, and of the town of Bethsaida, the brother of Audrew, after he
ad been bishop of the church of Antioch, and had preached to the dispersed of them that
believed of the circumcision, in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocis, Asia, and Bithynia, in the
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which day he as well as Paul suffered. His body being taken down,
embl.lmedy, and buried in the Vatican, a church was erected on the
spot; but this being destroyed by the emperor Heliogabalus, the body
was concealed till the 20th bishop of Rome, Cornelius, conveyed it
again to the Vatican; afterwards Constantine the Great erected one
of the most stately churches in the universe over the place. Before we
quit this article, it is requisite to observe, that previous to the death of
St. Peter, his wife suffered martyrdom for the faith of Christ, when he
exhorted her, as she was going to be put to death, to remember her
Saviour.

X, ST. PAUL.

This apostie and martyr was a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, born
at Tarsus in Cilicia. He was at first a great enemy to, and persecutor
of the Christians; but after his miraculous conversion, he became a
strenuous supporter of christianity.” At Iconium, St. Paul and St.

were near being stoned to death by the enraged Jews; on
which they fled to Lycaonia. At Lystra, St. Paul was stoned, dragged
out of the city, and left for dead. He, however, happily revived, and
escaped to Derbe. At Philippi, Paul and Silas were imprisoned and
whipped; and both were again persecuted at Thessalonica. Being
afterwards taken at Jerusalem, he was sent to Cesarea, but appealed to
Cesar at Rome. Here he continued a prisoner at large for two years ;
and at length being released, he visited the churches of Greece and
Rome, and preached in France and Spain. Returning to Rome, he was
again apprehended, and by the order of Nero, martyred, by beheading.

second year of Claudius the emperor (which was about the {car of our Lord 44) came w0
Rome to withstand Simon Magus, and there kept the priest ly chair the space of five-and-
twesty yeass, until the last year of the aforesaid Nero, which was the fourteenth year of
Ie resgn, in which he was crucified, his head being down, and his feet upward, himself so
requiring, because he was, he said, unworthy to be crucified after the same form and
wanner as the Lord Jesus.

® The circumatances of the conversion of this apostle are not fo well known as they ought
to be: in fact, there are many important events in the lives of the martyrs which none can

know but those who read the Greek and Latin works of theological historians.
be ing particulars of St. Paul are from Hieronymus, ( De viris Illustribus. )

Pacz, before bis conversion was called Savr; and after performing many journeysand
uaspeakable labours in promoting the gospel of Christ, he suffered under genecution and
was beheaded. Before he was converted he was a promoter of the death of Stephen. He
was brought up under Gamaliel. While on his way to Damascus, the Lord’s glory came
seddealy opon him, and he was struck to the earth; on which, from a persecutor, he
—ehul{.beame a professor, an apostle, and a martyr.

Asmoag his Jabours in ?mding the doctrine of Chnst he converted to the faith Sergius
Paslus, the proconsul of Cyprus, on which he took his name, and, was thence called
Paulos imstead of Saulus. After many labours he took to him Barnabas, and went up
% Jerusalem to Peter, James, and John, where he was ordained, and sent out with Barnabas
o to the Gentiles.

= what i» mentioned of his miraculous conversion, in the sacred scriptures,

we may add, that this apostle, in the 25th year after the passion of our Lord, and in the
second of Nero, was eeot in chains to Rome, where he almost daily disputed for two years
met the Jews. Nero, who had not then broken out in his wickedness, caused bhim to be
and he was sent to preach the gospel in the west, and about the coasts of

Inly; where he did much good, and, to use his own words, was delivered by the Lord
out of the lion’s mouth. He was beheaded on the sanse day on which Peter was crucified.
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Two days are dedicated to the commemoration of this apostle ; the one
to his conversion, which is on the 25th of January, and the other to
his martyrdom, which is on the 29th of June, A. D. 72.

XI. ST. JUDE.

This apostle and martyr, the brother of James, was commonly called
Thaddeeus. Being sent to Edessa, he wrought many miracles, and made
many converts, which exciting the resentment of people in power, he
was crucified, A. D. 72; and the 28th of October 1s, by the church,
dedicated to his memory.

XII. ST. BARTHOLOMEW,

This apostle and martyr preached in several countries, performed
many miracles, and healed various diseases. He translated St. Matthew’s
gospel into the Indian language, and propagated it in that country ;
but at length, the idolators growing impatient with his doctrines, severely
beat and crucified him. He was scarcely alive when taken down and
beheaded. The anniversary of his martyrdom is on the 24th of August.

XIII. ST. THOMAS.

He was called by this name in Szriac, but Didymus in Greek ; he was

an apostle and martyr, and preached in Parthia and India, where dis-

pleasing the pagan priests, he was martyred by being thrust through

with a spear. His death is commemorated on the 21st of December.
XIV. ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST.

This martyr was the author of the third most excellent gospel ; and
also of the Acts of the Apostles. He travelled with St. Paul- to Rome,
and preached to divers barbarous nations, till the priests of Greece
hanged him on an olive-tree. The anniversary of his martyrdom is on
the 18th of October.

XV. ST. SIMON.

This apostle and martyr was distinguished from his zeal by the name
of Zelotes. He preached with great success in Mauritania, and other
parts of Africa, and even in Britain, where, though he made many con-
verts, he was crucified, A. D. 74 ; and the churci, joining him with St.
Jude, commemorates his festival on the 28th of October.

XVI. ST. JOHN.

He was distinguished as a prophet, an agoctle, a divine, an evangelist,
and a martyr. guHe is callgd t[.)he beloved disciple, and was brothg:;' to
James the Great. He was previously a disciple of John the baptist, and
afterwards not only one of the twelve apostles, but one of the three to
whom Christ communicated the most secret of his life. He
founded churches at Smyrna, Pergamos, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea,
and Thyatira, to which he directs his book of Revelations. Being at
Ephesus, he was ordered by the emperor Domitian to be sent bound to
Rome, where he was condemned to be cast into a caldron of boiling
oil.° But here a miracle was wrought in his favour; the oil did him no

° With respect to this punishment the Legend and Perionius say, it took place at Rome,
Isidorus also writing of him, declares that he turned certain places of woodp into gold, and
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injury; and Domitian, not being able to put him to death, banished
him to Patmos to labour in the mines, A. D. 73. He was, however, re-
called by Nerva, who succeeded Domitian, but was deemed a martyr on
account of his having undergone an execution, though it did not take
effect. He wrote his epistles, gos(rel, and Revelation, each in a different
style; but they are all equally admired. He was the only apostle who
escaped a violent death, and lived the longest of any, hebeing nearl
100 years of age at the time of his death. The church devotes the 27
of December to his memory.

XVII. ST. BARNABAS.,

He was a native of Cyprus, but of Jewish parents: the time of his
death is uncertain; but it is supposed to have been about the year of
Christ 73 ; and his festival is kept on the 11th of June.

ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST PRIMITIVE PERSECUTION,

Beginning in the year 67, under the reign of the emperor Nero.

The first persecution in the primitive ages of the church, was under
Nero Domitius, the sixth emperor of Rome, A. D. 67. This mo-
narch reigned for the space of five years with tolerable credit to him-
self; but then gave way to the greatest extravagance of temper, and to
the most atrocious barbarities.P Among other diabolical outrages, he
ordered that the city of Rome should be set on fire, which was done by
his officers, guards, and servants. While the city was in flames, he went
up to the tower of Mecenas, played upon his harp, sung the song of
the burning of Troy, and declared, ¢ That he wished the ruin of all
things before his death.” Among the noble buildings burnt was the
Circus, the rlace ap&ropriated to ctvic sports : it was half a mile in length,
of an oval form, with rows of seats rising above each other, and capable
of tece::::dg with ease apwards of 100,000 spectators, Many other
palaces houses were consumed ; and several thousands of the people
E::hed in the flames, were smothered, or buried beneath the ruins.

is dreadfal conflagration continued nine days.

Nero, finding that his conduct was greatly blamed, and a severe odium
cast upon him, determined to charge the whole upon the Christians, at
once to excuse himself, and have an opportunity of fresh persecutions.
The barbarities inflicted on the Christians, during the first persecution,
were such as excited the sympathy of even the Romans themselves.

stoues by the sea-side into pearls, to satisfy the desire of those whom he had persuaded to
repounce their riches; and they afterwards repenting that for worldly treasure they had
eaven, the apostle again changed the same into tgeir former substance. It is said b
bins that be raised a widow and a young man from death to life. That he dran|
son and it hurt him not. These and other miracles, though they may be true, and
found in several writers, yet are not mentioned in the sacred books, and may there-
be cousidered at best as a bal,
Eusebius, speaking of his ctueibel. says, that one might then see cities full of men’s
carcases cast out naked, without reverence of sex, in the open streets. Nero
the who began ution sgainst the Christians, and not only in Rome, but also
provinces, thinking to abolish and to destroy the name of Christians in all
o eoue?wnu of his cruelties towards the Chnstians, he was the first who re-
ived the name of anti-christ. See Orosius, lib. 7. and Hist. Eccles. lib. 2. cap. 24,
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Nero nicely refined upon cruelty, and contrived all manner of punish-
ments for his victims. He hag some sewed up in the skins of wild
beasts, and then worried by dogs till they expired; and others dressed in
shirts made stiff with wax, fixed to axletrees, and set on fire in his
garden. This persecution was general throughout the Roman empire;
but it increased rather than diminished the spirit of christianity.
Besides St. Paul and St. Peter, many others, whose names have not
been transmitted to posterity, and who were mostly their converts and
followers, suffered; the facts concerning the principal of them we shall
proceed to describe.

Erasrtus, the chamberlain of Corinth, was converted by St. Paul,
and determined to follow the fortunes of that apostle. He resigned his
office, and accompanied the apostle in his voyages and travels, till the
latter left him in Macedonia, where he was first made bishop of that
province by the Christians. He afterwards suffered martyrdom, being
tortured to death by the pagans at Philippi.

ARi1sTARCHUS, the Macedonian, was born in Thessalonica, and being
converted by St. Paul became his constant companion. He was with
the apostle at Ephesus, during a commotion raised in that city by De-
metrius the silversmith. They both received severe insults on the
occasion from the populace, which they bore with christian patience,
giving good advice in return for ill usage, and not in the least resenting
any indignity. Aristarchus accompanied St. Paul from Ephesus into
Greece, where they were very successful in propagating the gospel, and
converting many to christianity. Having left Greece they traversed a
great part of Asia, and made a considerable stay in Judea, where they
were also very prosperous in making converts. After this Aristarchus
went with St. Paul to Rome, where he suffered the same fate as the apos-
tle; for being seized as a Christian, he was beheaded by the command
of Nero.

TroruiMus, an Ephesian by birth, and a Gentile by religion, was
converted by St. Paul to the christian faith. On his conversion he
accompanied his master in his travels; and on his account the Jews
raised great disturbance in the temple at Jerusalem, the last time St.
Paul was in that city. They even attempted to murder the apostle, for
having introduced a Greek into the temple; such an one being looked
upon by the Jews with detestation. Lysias, the captain of the guard,
however, interposed, and rescued St. Paul by force from the hands of
the Jews. On quitting Jerusalem, Trophimus followed his master to
Rome, and did him very essential service. He then attended him to
Spain, and passing through Gaul, the apostle made him bishop of that
province, and left him in the city of Arles. There he continued about
twelve months, when he paid another visit to St. Paul in Asia, and
went with him for the last time to Rome, where he was witness to the
martyrdom of his master, which was but the fore-runner of his own :
tor being soon after seized on account of his faith, he was beheaded by
order of the emperor Nero.

Josern, commonly called Barsasas, was a primitive disciple, and is
usually deemed one of the seventy. He was, in some degree, related to
the Redeemer ; and he became a candidate, together with Matthias, to
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fill the vacant place of Judas Iscariot, to which Matthias was elected.
Ecclesiastical writers make very little other mention of Joseph; but
Papias informs us, that he was once compelled to drink poison, which
did not do him the least injul?, agreeably with the promise of the Lord to
those who believe in him. He was during his life a zealous preacher of
the gospel ; and having received many insults from the Jews, at length
obtamed martyrdom, being murdered by the pagans in Judea.

Axwawias, bishop of Damascus, is celebrated in the sacred writings
as the person who cured St. Paul of the blindness with which he was
struck by the amazing brightness which shone upon him at his conversion.
He was one of the seventy, and was martyred in the city of Damascus.
After his death a christian church was built over the place of his burial,
which is now converted into a Turkish mosque.

ACCOUNT OF THE SECOND PRIMITIVE PERSECUTION.

UNDER THE EMPEROR DOMITIAN,

The emgeror Domitian was naturally of a cruel disposition; he first
slew his brother, and then raised a second persecution against the
Christians. His rage was such,, that he even put to death several Ro-
man senators; some through malice, and others to confiscate their
estates. He then commanded all the lineage of David to be sacrificed.
Two Christians were brought before the emperor, and accused of being
of the tribe of Judah, and line of David ; but from their answers, he despis-
¢d them as idiots, and dismissed them accordingly. He, however, was de-
termined to be more secure upon other occasions; and on this plea he
took away the property of many Christians, put several to death, and banish-
ed others. Among the numerous martyrs that suffered during this perse-
cution was Simeon, bishop of Jerusalem,9who was crucified ; and St. John,
who was boiled in oil, and afterwards banished to Patmos. Flavia, the
daonghter of a Roman senator, was likewise banished to Pontus; and a
cruel law was made, ‘‘ That no Christian, once brought before the tribunal,
should be exempted from punishment without renouncing his religion.”

During this reign there were various tales published in order to
injure the Christians. Among other falsehoods, they were accused of
indecent nightly meetings, of a rebellious turbulent spirit, of being ini-
mical to the Roman empire, of murdering their children, and even of
being cannibals ; and at this time, such was the infatuation of the Pa-
gans, that if famine, pestilence, or earthquakes, afflicted any of the
Roman provinces, it was charged on the Christians. These persecutions
naturally multiplied the number of informers; and many, for the sake
of gain, swore away the lives of the innocent. When any Christians
were brought before the magistrates, a test was pr?osex, when, if
they refused to take the oath, death was pronounced against them;
ndy if they confessed themselves Christians, the sentence was the same.
The various kinds of punishments and inflicted cruelties were, during
this persecution, imprisonment, racking, searing, broiling, burning,

4 A curious anecdote relative (o Simeon will be found at the commencement of the third
persecution.
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scourging, stoning, hanging, and worrying. Many were lacerated with
red hot pincers, and others were thrown upon the horns of wild bulls.
After having suffered these cruelties, the friends of the deceased Chris-
tians were refused the privilege of burying their remains.

The following were the most remarkable individual martyrs who
suffered during this persecution. .

Dionysius the Areopagite, was an Athenian by birth, and educated
in all the useful and ornamental literature of Greece. He travelled
into Egypt to study astronomy, and made particular observations on the
great supernatural eclipse, which happened at the time of our Saviour’s
crucifixion. On his return to Athens he was highly honoured by the
geople, and at length promoted to the dignity of senator of that cele-

rated city. Becoming a convert to the gospel, he advanced from the
worthy pagan magistrate to the pious christian pastor; for even while
involve«f in the darkness of idolatry, he was as morally just as when he
became a disciple and minister of Christ. After his conversion, the sanc-
tity of his conversation and purity of his manners recommended him so
strongly to the Christians in general, that he was appointed bishop of
Athens. He discharged this duty with the utmost diligence till the
second year of this persecution, A. D. 69, when he was apprehended, and
l'eceivedy the crown of martyrdom, by being beheaded. .

Nicomepes, a Christian of distinction at Rome, during Domitian’s
persecution, made great efforts to serve the afflicted; comforting the
poor, visiting the imprisoned, exhorting the wavering, and confirming
the faithful. For tgose and other pious actions he was seized as a
Christian, and was sentenced and scourged to death.

Prorastus and Gervasius were martyred at Milan ; but the particu-
lar circumstances attending their death are not recorded.

TimoTHY, the celebrated disciple of St. Paul, and bishop of Ephesus,
was born at Lystra in the province of Lycaonia; his father was a
Gentile, and his mother a Jewess ; but both his parents and his grand-
mother embraced christianity, b‘y1 which means Timothy was taught
from his infancy the precepts of the gospel. Upon St. Paul's reaching
Lycaonia, he ordained Timothy, and made him the companion of his
labours. St. Paul mentions him with peculiar esteem, and declares, that
he could find no one so truly united to him, both in heart and mind.

Timothy attended St. Paul to Macedonia, where, together with Silas,
he laboured in the propagation of the gospel. When St. Paul went
to Achaia, Timothy was %eaft behind to strengthen the faith of these
already converted, and induce others to adopt the true faith. St. Paul
at length sent for Timothy to Athens, and then despatched him to Thes-
salonica, to protest to the suffering Christians there against theterrors of
the persecution which then prevailed. Having performed his mission,
he returned to Athens, and there assisted St. Paul and Silas in compos-
ing the two epistles to the Thessalonians. He then accompanied the
apostle to Corinth, Jerusalem, and Ephesus. After performing several
of his commissions for him and attending him on various journeys, the
apostle constituted Timothy bishop of Ephesus, though he was only
thirty years of age; and in two admirable epistles gave him in-
structions for his conduct. Timothy was so temperate in his living,
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that St. Paul blamed him for being too abstemious, and recommended to
him the moderate use of wine to recruit his strength and spirits.

St. Paul sent to Timothy to come to him in his last confinement at
Rome; and after that great apostle’s martyrdom, he returned to Ephesus,
where he zealously governed the church till nearly the close of the cen-
tary. At this perio% the Pagans were about to celebrate a feast, the

+ princi ceremonies of which were, that the people should carry

*sticks in their hands, go masked, and bear about the streets the images
of their gods. When Timothy met the procession, he severely reproved
them for their ridiculous idolatry, which so exasperated the peorle, that
they fell upon him with their clubs, and beat him in so dreadful a man-
ner, that he expired of the bruises two days after.

ACCOUNT OF THE THIRD PRIMITIVE PERSECUTION
UNDER THE ROMAN EMPERORS.

Only one year elapsed between the second and third Roman persecu-
tions. Upon Nerva succeeding Domitian, he gave a respite to the Chris-
tians ; but reigning only thirteen months, his successor Trajan, in the
tenth year of his reign, and in the year 108, began the third persecution

inst them. While this persecution raged, Plinius Secundus, a heathen
mpher, wrote to the emperor in favour of the Christians,” to whose
epistle Trajan returned this indecisive answer :—¢“ That Christians ought
not to be sought after, but when brought before the magistracy they
shoald be punished.” Provoked by this reply, Tertullian exclaimed in
the following words : *¢ O confused sentence ! he would not have them
sought for as innocent men, and yet would have them punished as guilty.”
His officers were uncertain, if carried on with severity, how to interpret
the meaning of his decree. Trajan, however, soon after wrote to Jeru-
salem, and gave orders to exterminate the stock of David; in conse-
quence of which, all that could be found of that race were put to death.*

* This second Pliny was one of the most strenucus defenders of the persecuted Christians.
He wrete to Trajan to stop the cruelties exercised against them. He observed in his letter,
that he m‘ them, ‘“‘and found some, who, though they had embraced christianity, did
uot -?: » -e?u to the gods, and to Trajan’s image.”—** Others,” said he, *confessed
they been Christians, but afterwards denied the fact, affirming to me the whole sum
of that sect or error to consist in this, that they were wont, at certain times appointed, to
ceavene before day, and to sing certain hymns to one Christ their God, and to confederate
themselves: to abstain from all theft, murder, and adultery; to keep their fuith, and
to } wo man ; which doue, then to depart for a time, and afterward to resort again to
take food in company together, both men and women, one with another, and yet without
ary act of evil.” *'In the truth whereof to be further certified whether it were so or not, I
cwnsed twe maidens to be laid on the rack, and with torments to be examined of the same.
Bet finding no other thing in them, but only strange and immoderate superstition, 1 thought
te eense of farther inquiry, till I might be further advertised in the matter from you.”
¢ When the order for extermination arrived at Jerusalem, it appears, according to
Egissippes, that certain sectaries of the Jewish nation accused Simeon, then bishop of
Jerumalem, and son of Cleophas, as being of the stock of David, and that he was a
Casistian. Some of his accusers, says Egissippus, were apprehended and proved to be of
the stock of David, and so were justly put to death themselves who sought the destruction
of athers. Of Simeon, the blessed bishop, Egissippus thus writes, * The Lord’s nephew,
when be was accused o Attalus the pro-consul, by the malice of the Jews, to be of the
Ene of David, and to be a Christian, was scou many days together, being of age 120
years; which martyrdom he endured so firmly, that both the consul and the multitude
woadered at the sight.
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About this period the emperor Trajan was succeeded by Adrian, who
continued the persecution with the greatest rigour. When Phocas,
bishop of Pontus, refusing to sacrifice to Neptune, was, by his imme-
diate order, cast first into a hot lime-kiln, and being drawn from thence,
was thrown into a scalding bath till he expired.

Trajan likewise commanded the martyrdom of Ignatius, bishop of
Antioch. This holy man, when an infant, Christ took in his arms, and
showed to his disciples, as one that would be a pattern of humility and
innocence: he received the gospel afterwards from St. John the evan-
gelist, and was exceedingly zealous in his mission and ministry. He
boldly vindicated the faith of Christ before the emperor, for which he
was cast into prison, and was tormented in a cruel manner; for, after
being dreadfully scourged, he was compelled to hold fire in his hands,
and, at the same time, papers dipped in oil were put to his sides and
lighted! His flesh was then torn with hot pincers, and at last he was
despatched by the fury of wild beasts.

Ignatius had either presentiment or information of his fate; for
writing to Polycarp at Smyrna, he thus described his adventures;
“ From Syria, even till I came to Rome, had I battle with beasts, as
well by sea as land, both day and night, being bound in the midst of a
cruel legion of soldiers who, the more benefits they received at my
hands, behaved so much the worse unto me. But being now well ac-
quainted with their injuries, I am taught every day more and more.
And would to God I were once come to the beasts which are prepared for
me; which also I wish with gaping mouths were ready to come upon
me, whom also I will provoke that they, without delay, may devour me.
And if they will not, unless they be provoked, I will then enforce them
against myself. Now begin I to be a scholar; I esteem no visible
things, not yet invisible things, so that I may get or obtain Christ Jesus.
Let the fire, the gallows, the wild beasts, the breaking of bones, the
pulling asunder of members, the bruising of my whole body, and the
torments of the devil and hell itself come upon me, so that I may win
Christ Jesus!”

SympHRrosA, a widow and her seven sons, were commanded by this
emperor to sacrifice to the heathen deities. Refusing to comply with
the imgious request, the emperor, in a rage, told her, that for her obsti-
na«z, erself and her sons should be slain, and ordered her to be carried
to the temple of Hercules, where she was scourged while she hung up
by the hair of her head: then a large stone was fastened to her neck,
and she was thrown into a river. e sons were bound to seven posts,
and being drawn up by pulleys, their limbs were dislocated: these
tortures, not affecting their resolution, they were thus martyred—
Cresentius, the eldest, was stabbed in the throat: Julian, the second,
in the breast; Nemesius, the third, in the heart; Primitius, the fourth,
in the navel; Justice, the fifth, in the back; Stacteus, the sixth, in
the side; and Eugenius, the youngest, was sawed asunder.

About this time, Alexander, bishop of Rome, with his two deacons,
were martyred; as were Quirinus and Hermes, with their families;
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Zenon, a Roman nobleman, and about ten thousand other Christians. !
Many were crucified on Mount Ararat, crowned with thorns, and
spears run into their sides, in imitation of Christ’s passion. Eustachius,
a brave and successful Roman commander, was ordered by the emperor
to join an idolatrous sacrifice, in celebration of some of his own victories;
but his faith was so strong, that he nobly refused it. Enraged at the
denial, the ungrateful emperor forgot the services of this skilful com-
mander, and ordered him and his whole family to be martyred.

During the martyrdom of Faustines and Jovita, brothers and citizens
of Bressia, their torments were so many, and their patience so firm,
that Calocerius, a pagan, beholding them, was struck with admiration,
and exclaimed, in ecstasy, ¢ Great is the God of the Christians!” for
which he was apprehended and put to death. Many other cruelties and
rigours were exercised against the Christians, till Quodratus, bishop of
Athens, made a learned apology in their favour before the emperor, who
bappened to be there; and Aristides, a philosopher of the same city,
wrote an elegant epistle, which caused Adrian to relax in his severities,
and relent in their favour. He went so far as to command that no
Christian should be punished on the score of religion or opinion only;
but this gave occasion against them to the Jews and pagans, for then
they began to suborn false witnesses, to accuse them of crimes against
the state.

The history of Nicephorus makes mention of Anthia, a godly woman,
who committed her son Eleutherius to Anicetus, bishop of Rome, to be
brought up in the doctrines of the christian faith. He afterwards
became bishop in Apulia, and was there beheaded with his mother
Anthia. Justus also and Pastor, two brethren, ended their lives in a
city of Spain called Complutum, by an exemplary martyrdom.

Adrian died in the year 138, and was succeeded by Antoninus Pius,
so amiable a monarch, that his people gave him the title of ¢ The Father
of Virtues.” Immediately on his accession to the throne, he published
an edict, forbidding further persecution of the Christians, and concluded
it in these words :—*“ If any hereafter shall vex or trouble the Christians,
having no other cause but that they are such, let the accused be released,
and the accusers be punished.” This stopped the persecution, and the
Christians enjoyed a respite from their mﬂgrings during this emperor’s
reign, though their enemies took every occasion to do them what
injuries they could.®

¢ Florigellus, the author of * Flores Historiarum,” affirms that Alexander bishop of
Romme was bebeaded seven miles out of the city, in the year 105. Eusebius records no
oore of him, but that in the third year of Adrian he ended his life and office, after he had
been bishop ten years. Various miracles are reported of this Alexander, in the canon
aud Lives of saints. A singular circumstance, well worthy of notice, is mentioned
of him. He is said to have been the founder of holy water, which was mized with salt, to
perge and parily those on whom it is sprinkled, after receivinielhe priest’s blessing. Itis
o0 believed that he was the fist who ordained water to mixed with wine in the
chalice,
® Adrian died of a bleeding at the nose in the year 129, according to some historians.
He commanded the cessation of the persecutions against the Christians some years before
us death; as is proved by Justin, who quotes his letter to Fuodanus, the pro. l, in
wach he orders m nothing shall be done to the Christians, unless they are complained of
s malefactors acting coutrary to law. The piety and goodness of Antoninus were so great,
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ACCOUNT OF THE FOURTH PRIMITIVE PERSECUTION

UNDER THE ROMAN EMPERORS, WHICH COMMENCED A.D. 162.

AxnToNiNUs Prus was succeeded by Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Verus,
who began the fourth persecution, in which many Christians were
martyreg, particularly in several parts of Asia, and France. Such
were the cruelties used in this persecution, that many of the spectators
shuddered with horror at the sight, and were astonished at the intrepidity
of the sufferers. Some of the martyrs were obliged to pass, with their
already wounded feet, over thorns, nails, sharp shells, &c.; others were
scourged till their sinews and veins lay bare; and after suffering most
excruciating tortures, they were destroyed by the most terrible deaths,

GermManicus, a young and holy Christian, being delivered to the
beasts on account of his faith, behaved with such astonishing courage,
that several pagans became converts to a faith which inspired so much
fortitude. ’lPhis so enraged others, that they cried he merited death,
as they did also of Polycarp, the pious and venerable bishop of Smyrna.
At the death of Germanicus, many of the multitude wondering at the
beloved martyr for his constancy and virtue, began suddenly to cry with
a loud voice, ‘Destroy the wicked men, let Polycarp be sought for.”
And whilst a great uproar and tumult began to be raised upon these
cries, a certain Phrygian, named Quintus, lately arrived, was so afflicted
at the sight of the wild beasts, that he rushed to the judgment seat,
ancfl slxbused the judges, for which he was put to death without mercy
or delay.

Pox.YytzAnrus hearing that persons were seeking to apprehend him,
escaped, but was discovered by a child. From this circumstance, and
having dreamed that his bed suddenly became on fire, and was consumed
in a moment, he concluded that it was God’s will he should suffer
martyrdom. He therefore did not attempt to make a second esca
when he had an opportunity of doing it. Those who apprehended him
were amazed at his serene countenance and gravity. After feasting
them, he desired an hour for prayer, which being allowed, he prayed
with such fervency, that his guards repented they had been instrumental
in taking him. He was, however, carried before the pro-consul, con-
demned, and conducted to the market place. Wood being provided,
the holy man earnestly prayed to Heaven, after being bound to the
stake; and as the flames grew vehement, the executioners gave way on
each side, the heat becoming intolerable. In the mean time the bishop
sung Xraises to God in the midst of the flames, but remained uncon-
sumed therein, and the burning of the wood spreading a fragrance
around, the guards were much surprised. Determined, however, to put
an end to his life, they struck spears into his body, when the quantity

that he used to say, that he had rather save one citizen, than destroy one thousand of his

adversaries. At the begiuning of his reign, such was the state of the church, as Adrian his

predecessor had left it, that although there was no edict to persecute the Christians, yet the

tumultuous rage of the heathen multitude did not cease to disturb and aflict the %met

seoyle of God, imputing to the Christians whatever misfortunc happened contrary to their
esires,
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of blood that issued from the wounds extinguished the flames. After
considerable attempts, they put him to death, and burnt his body when
dead, not being able to consume it while living. Twelve other Chris-
tians who had heen intimate with Polycarp, were soon after martyred.”

MrrroDORUS, a minister who preached boldly, and Pionius, who
made some excellent apologies for the christian faith, were likewise
bumnt. Carpus and Papilus, two worthy Christians, and Agathonica,
2 pious woman, suffered martyrdom at Pergamopolis, in Asia, about the
same period.

Frirciras, an illustrious Roman lady of a considerable family, and
great virtaes, was a devout Christian. She had seven sons, whom she
bad educated with the most exemplary piety. The empire being about
this time grievously troubled with earthquakes, famine, and inunda-
tions, the Christians were accused as the cause, and Felicitas was
included in the accusation. The lady and her family being seized, the
emperor gave orders to Publius, the Roman governor, to proceed against
her. Upon this Publius began with the mother, thinking that if he
could prevail to change her religion, the example would have great
infloence with her sons. Finding her inflexible, he changed his
entreaties to menaces, and threatened destruction to herself and fa-
mily. She despised his threats as she had done his promises; on which
he with the sons, whom he examined separately. They all,, how-
ever, remained steadfast in the faith, and unanimous in their opinions,
on which the whole family were ordered for execution. Januarius, the
eldest, was scourged and pressed to death with weights; Felix and
Philip, the two next, had their brains dashed out with clubs; Sylvanus,
the fourth, was murdered by being thrown from a precipice ; and the
three younger sons, viz. Alexander, Vitalis, and Mertiaﬁs were all behead-
ed. The mother was beheaded with the same sword as the three latter.

Justix, the celebrated philosopher, fell a martyr in this persecution.
He was a native of Neapolis, in Samaria, and was born A, D. 103.
He had the best education the times could afford, and travelled into
Egypt, the country where the polite tour of that age was made for im-
provement. At Alexandria he was informed of every thing relative to
the seventy interpreters of the sacred writings, and shewn the rooms, or
rather cells, in which their work was performed. Justin was a great
lover of truth, and an universal scholar ; he investigated the Stoic and
Peripatetic philosophy, and attempted the Pythagorean system ; but the
behaviour of one of its professors disgusting him, he applied himself to
the Platonic, in which he took great delight. About the year 133, when
he was thirty years of age, he became a convert to christianity. Justin
wrote an elegant epistle to the Gentiles, to convert them to the faith he

* The ancient historians assert, that this extraordinary event had such an effect upon the
people that they began to adore the martyr; and the pr | was admonished not to
3eliver the body, lest the people should leave Christ and begin to worship him. It appears
from the accounts of Ireneus and Eusebius, that Polycarp was a very aged man, who had
wrved Christ eighty-six years, and laboured also in the ministry about the space of seventy

He was a scholar and hearer of John the evangelist, and was placed by him in
Seyroa. Of him also Ignatius makes mention in his epistle which he wrote in his journe
w Rome, going towards his martyrdom, and commends to him the government of the chure
at Antioch, whereby it appears that Polycarp was then in the ministry,

D
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had newly acquired, and lived in so pure and innocent a manner, that
he well deserved the title of a christian philosopher. He likewise em-
ployed his talents in convincing the Jews of the truth of the christian
rites, and spent much time in travelling, till he took up his abode in
Rome, and fixed his habitation on the Veminal mount. He kept a pub-
lic school, taught many who afterwards became great men, and wrote
a treatise to confute heresies of all kinds, As the pagans began to treat
the Christians with great severity, Justin wrote his first apology in their
favour, and addressed it to the emperor Antoninus, to two princes whom
he had adopted as his sons, and to the senate and people of Rome in

neral. is piece, which occasioned the emperor to publish an edict
in favour of the Christians, displays great learning and genius.

A short time after, he entered into frequent contests with Crescens, a
person of a vicious life, but a celebrated cynic philosopher ; and his ar-
guments appeared so powerful, yet disgusting to the cynic, that he re-
solved on his destruction, which in the sequel he accomplished. The
second apology of Justin was occasioned by the following circumstances :
a man and his wife who were both evil characters, resided at Rome.
The woman, however, becoming a convert to christianity, attempted to
reclaim her husband ; but not succeeding, she sued for a divorce, which
80 exasperated him, that he acccused her of being a Christian. Upon
her petition, he dropped the prosecution and levelled his malice against
Ptolemeus, who had converted her. Ptolemeus was condemned to die;
and one Lucius, with another person, for expressing themselves too freely
upon the occasion, met with the same fate. Justin’s apology upon these
severities gave Crescens an opportunity of J)rejudicing the emperor
against the writer of it; upon which Justin and six of his companions
were apprehended. Being commanded as usual to deny their faith, and
sacrifice to the pagan idols, they refused to do either ; they were, there-
fore, condemnes to be first scourged and then beheaded.

It appears that only seven pieces of the writings of this celebrated
martyr, and great philosopher, are now extant, viz: The Two Apologies;
An Exhortation to the Gentiles ; An Oration to the Greeks ; A Treatise
on Divine Monarchy; A Dialogue with Trypho the Jew; and An Epistle
to Diagnetus. His Oratio, and Parenesis ad Grecos, are well known.

About this time many were beheaded for refusing to sacrifice to the
image of Jupiter: in particular Concordus, a deacon of the city of
Spoleto, being carried before the image, and ordered to worship it, not
on'l! refused, but spat in its face; for which he was severely tormented,
and afterwards had his head cut off with a sword.

At this time some of the northern nations having armed against Rome,
the emperor marched to encounter them ; he was, however, drawn into
an ambuscade, and dreaded the loss of his whole army. Surrounded by
mountains and enemies, and perishing with thirst, the troops were driven
to the last extremity. All the pagan deities were invoked in vain ; when
the men belonging to the militine, or thundering legion, who were nearly
all Christians, were commanded to call upon God for succour: they
immediat:liy withdrew from the rest, prostrated themselves upon the earth,
and prayed fervently. A miraculous deliverance immediately ensued : a
prodigious quantity of rain fell, which being caught by the men, and
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filling the dykes, furnished a sudden and astonishing relief. The empe-
ror, in his epistle to the Roman senate, wherein the expedition is describ-
ed, after mentioning the difficulties to which he had been driven, speaks
of the Christians in the following manner.

‘ When I saw myself not able to encounter with the enemies, I craved
aid of our nation’s gods; but finding no relief at their hands, and being
cooped up by the enemy, I caused those men whom we call Christians,
to be sent for; who being mustered, I found a considerable number of
them, i whom I was more incensed than I had just cause, as I
afterwards found : for, by a marvellous power, they forthwith used their
endeavours, not with ammaunition, drums, and trumpets, abhorring such

jons and furniture, but only praying to, and trusting in their
, whom they about with them in their consciences. It is there-
fore to be believed, although we call them wicked men, that they worshi
God in their hearts ; for they, falling prostrate on the ground, prayed,
not only for me, but for the army also which was with me, beseeching
God to help me in our extreme want of food and fresh water (for
we bad been five days without water, and in our enemies land, even
in the midst of Germany) : I say, falling upon their faces, they Erayed
to 2 God unknown to me, and immediately thereon fell from heaven
a most cool and pleasant shower; but amongst our enemies great store of
bail, mixed with thunder and lightning : so that we soon perceived the
invincible aid of the most mighty. God to be with us; therefore we give
these men leave to profess christianity, lest, by their prayers, we be pu-
nished by the like: and I thereby make myself the author of all the
evil that shall arise from the persecution of the Christian religion.”™

It appears that the storm which so miraculously flashed in the faces
of the enemy so intimidated them, that deserted to the Roman
army, the rest were defeated, and the revolted provinces were entirely
recovered. This affair occasioned the persecution to subside for some
time, at least in those parts immediately under the inspection of the
emperor ; for we find that it soon after raged in France, particularly at
Lyons, where the torture, to which many Christians were put, almost
exceeds the powers of description. All manner of punishments were
adopted, torments, and painful deaths; such as being banished,
plundered, hanged, burnt, Even the servants and slaves of opulent
Christians were racked and tortured, to make them accuse their
masters and employers. The following were the principal of these
martyrs : Vetius Agathus, a young man, who having pleaded the Chris-
tian cause, was ed if he was a Christian; when answering in the
affirmative, he was condemned to death. Many, animated by this
mm’s intrepidity, boldly owned their faith and suffered like him.

ina, a Christian, but of weak constitution, being seized and tor-
tured on account of her religion, received so much strength from Hea-
ven, that her torturers became frequently tired ; and were sul:pmed at
ber being able to bear her torments for so great a length of time, and
with such resolution. Sanctus, a deacon of Vienna, was put to the

@ Marcus Aurelius, in this letter, states his army tc have consisted of 975,000
fightiag men ; but this must be a prodigious overstatement.
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torture, which he bore with great fortitude, and only cried. I am a
Christian.” Red hot plates of brass were placed upon those parts of
the body that were tenderest, which contracted the sinews ; but remain-
ing inflexible, he was re-conducted to prison. Being brought from
his place of confinement a few days afterwards, his tormentors were
astonished to find his wounds healed, and his person perfect: however
they again proceeded to torture him ; but not being able, at that time
to take his life, -they remanded him to prison, where he remained for
some time, and was at length beheaded.  Biblias, a timid woman,
had been an apostate, but having returned to the faith, was martyred,
and bore her sufferings with great patience. Attalus, of Pergamus, was
another sufferer; and Pothinus, the venerable bishop of Lyons, who was
ninety years of age, was 8o treated by the enraged mob, that he expired
two days after their outrage in the prison.

At Lyons, exclusive of those already mentioned, the martyrs were
compelled to sit in hot iron chairs till their flesh broiled. This was
inflicted with peculiar severity on Sanctus, already mentioned, and some
others. Some were sown up in nets, and thrown on the horns of wild
bulls ; and the carcases of those who died in prison, previous to the
appointed time of execution, were thrown to dogs. Indeed, so far did
the malice of the pagans proceed, that they set guards over the bodies
while the beasts were devouring them, lest the friends of the deceased
should get them by stealth; and the offals left by the dogs were ordered
to be burnt. The martyrs of Lyons are said to have been forty-eight
in number, and their executions happened in the year of Christ, 177.
They all died with great fortitude, glorifying God and the Redeemer.

Besides the above martyrs of Lyons, whom Mr, Fox enumerated
together, many others suffered in that city, and different parts of the
empire, soon after. Of these the principal were, Epipodius and Alex-
ander, celebrated for their great friendship, and their christian union.
The former was born at Lyons, the latter in Greece; they were of
great assistance to each other, by the continual practice of all manner
of christian virtues and godliness. At the time the persecution began to
rage at Lyons, they were in the prime of life, and to avoid its severities,
they thought proper to withdraw to a neighbouring village. Here they
were, for some time, concealed by a christian widow, named Alice. But
the rage of their persecutors sought after them with indefatigable in-
dustry, and pursueg them to their place of concealment, whence they
were committed to prison withont examination. At the expiration of
three days, being brought before the governor, they were examined in
the C&resence of a crowd of heathens, when they confessed the divinit
of Christ; on which the governor, being enraged at what he termed their
insolence, said, ‘ What signifies all the former executions, if some yet
remain who dare acknowledge Christ!”

They were then separated, that they should not condole with each
other, and he began to tamper with Epipodius, the younger of the two.
He pretended to pity his condition, and entreated him not to ruin him-
self by obstinacy. ¢ Our deities,” continued he, ‘are worshipped by
the greater part of the people in the universe, and their rulers ; we adore
them with feasting and mirth, while you adore a crucified man: we, to
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honour them, launch into pleasures; you, by your faith, are debarred
from all that indulges the senses. Our religion enjoins feasting, your’s
fasting ; our’s the joys of licentious blandishments, your’s the barren
virtue of chastity. Can you expect protection from one who could
not secure himself from the persecutions of a contem&tible mob? Then
quit a profession of such austerity, and enjoy those gratifications
which the world affords, and which your youthful years demand.”
Epipodius, in reply, contemning his compassion, said, ‘‘Your pre-
tended tenderness is actual cruelty; and the agreeable life you describe
is replete with everlasting death. Christ suffered for us, that our
pleasures should be immortal, and hath prepared for his followers an
eternity of bliss, The frame of man being composed of two parts, body
and soul ; the first as mean and perishable, should be rendered subser-
vient to the latter. Your idolatrous feasts may gratify the mortal, but
they injure the immortal part : that cannot, therefore, be enjoying life
which jestroys the most valuable moiety of your frame. Your pleasures
lead to eternal death, and our pains to eternal happiness.”

For this admirable speech, Epipodius was severely beaten, and then

t to the rack; upon which being stretched, his flesh was torn with iror

ks. Having borne his torments with incredible patience and forti-
tode, he was ':Een from the rack and beheaded. Alexander, his compa-
nion, was brought before the judge two days after his friend’s execution;
and on his absolute refusal to renounce christianity, he was placed on the
rack and beaten by three executioners, who relieved each other. He
bore his sufferings with as much fortitude as his friend had done, and
the next day was crucified. These martyrs suffered A. D. 179; the
first on the 20th of April, and the other in three days after.

Valerian and Marcellus, who were nearly related to each other, were
imprisoned at Lyons, in the year 177, for being Christians. By some
means, however, they made their escape, and travelled different roads.
The latter made several converts in the territories of Besangon and
Chalons; but being apprehended, was carried before Priscus, the go-
vernor of those parts. This magistrate, knowing Marcellus to be a
Christian, ordered him to be fastened to some branches of a tree, which
were drawn for that purpose. When he was tied to different branches,
they were let go, wiLK a design to tear him to pieces by the suddenness
of the rebound. This invention failing, he was conducted to Chalons,
to be present at some idolatrous sacrifices, refusing to assist in them,
be was put to the torture, and afterwards fixed up to the neck in the
5:onnd, in which position he exgred, A. D, 179, after remaining three

ys. Valerian was also apprehended, and, by the order of Priscus, -
was first brought to the rack, and then beheaded in the same year as
his relation Marcellus.

About the same time the following martyrs suffered: Benignus, at
Dgon: Spensippus, and others, at Langres; Androches, Thyrseus, and
Felix, at Salieu; Sympoviam and Florella, at Antun; Severinus, Feli-
cian, and Exuperus, at Vienna; Cecilia, the virgin, at Sicily; and
Thrasus, bishop of Phrygia, at Smyrna.

In the year 180 the emperor Antoninus died, and was succeeded by
Lis son Commodus, who ditﬁxot imitate his father in any respect. He
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had neither his virtues nor his vices; he was without his learning and
his morality, and at the same time without his srejudices against chris-
tianity. His principal weakness was pride, and to that may be chiefly
ascribed the errors of his reign; for having fancied himself Hercules,
he sacrificed those of every creed to his vanity, who refused to subscribe
to his own absurd opinions.

In this reign Apollonius, a Roman senator, became a martyr, This
eminent person was skilled in all the golite literature of those times,
and in all the purest precepts taught by the blessed Redeemer. He
was accused by his own slave Severus, upon an unjust and contradictory,
but unrepealed edict of the emperor Trajan. This law condemned
the accused to die, unless he recanted his opinion; and at the same
time ordered the execution of the accuser for slander. Apollonius,
upon this ridiculous statute was accused; for though his slave Severus
knew he must die for the accusation, yet such was his diabolical malice
and desire of revenge, that he courted death in order to involve his
master in the same destruction. As Apollonius refused to recant his
opinions, he was, by order of his peers the Roman senators, to whom
he had appealed, condemned to be beheaded. The sentence was exe-
cuted on the 18th day of April, A. D. 186, his accuser having previ-
ously had his legs broken, and been put to death.

About this time succeeded Anmicetus, Soter, and Eleutherus, about
the year of our Lord 189. This Eleutherus, at the request of Lucius,
King of Britain, sent to him Damianus and Fugatius, by whom the king
was converted to the christian faith, and baptized about the year 179,

Eusebius, Vincentius, Potentianus, and Peregrinus, for refusing to
worship Commodus as Hercules, were likewise martyred.*

.

= This Commodus is said in history to have been so sure and steady-handed in castin
the dart, that in.the open theatre, before the Leople, he would encounter with the wil
beasts, and be certain of striking them in the place specified. Among his vicious qualities,
he was so far overcome in pride and arrogance, that he would be called Hercules, and many
times would shew himself to the people, wishing to be counted king of men, as the lion is of
beasts. Once on his birth-day, Commodus calling the people of Rome together, havin
his lion’s skin upon him, made sacrifice to Hercules Jupiter, causing it to be cri
through the city that Hercules was the patron and defender of the city. There was at
the same time at Rome, Vincentius, Eusebius, Peregrinus, and Potentianus, learned men,
and instructors of the people, who, following the steps of the apostles, went from place to
R‘ltce, where the gospel was not yet preached, converting the Gentiles to the faith of Christ.

bese, hearin madness of the emperor and the people, began to reprove their

idolatrous blindness; and while Mcbi%g in some villages and towns, they discovered and

chr;;v:;ged the senator Julius, Vide Vincentius, lib. 10. cap. 11. and Chron. Hear. de
fordia.

About the time of Commodus, among other learned men and famous teachers whom
God stirred up to confound the persecutors by learning and writing, as the martyrs to con-
firm the truth with their blood, was Seraphion, bishop of Antioch, and Egissippus a writer
of Ecclesiastical History from Christ’s passion to his tme. About the same time Heraclitus,
first began to write annotations upon the New Testament. Theodphilu bishop of Cesarea,
Dionysius bishop of Corinth, a man ftmon;ldv learned, also wrote divers epistle. to churches.
By the letters of Dionysius, we understand it to be the custom at that time, to read in the
churches such written epistles as were sent by bishops and teachers to the congregations, as
appears by these words to the church of the and to Soter, “* This day we celebrate
the holy dominical dnr. in which we have read your epistle, which also we will read
for our exhortation; like as we do read the epistle of Clement sent to us before.” By
him also mention is made of keeping of Sunday holy, of which we find no mention in
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Julius, a Roman senator, becoming a convert to christianity, was
ordered by the emperor to sacrifice to him as Hercules, This Julius
absolutely refused, and publicly professed himself a Christian. On this
account, after remaining in prison a considerable time, he was in the
year 190, pursuant to his sentence, beat to death with a club,

ACCOUNT OF THE FIFTH GENERAL PERSECUTION
UNDER THE ROMAN EMPERORS..

In the year 191, the emperor Commodus dying, was succeeded b
Pertinax, and he was sacceeded by Julianus, both of whom reignei
but a short time. On the death of the latter, Severus became emperor
in the year 192. When he had been recovered from a severe fit of sick-
ness by a Christian, he became a great favourer of Christians generally
and even permitted his son Caracalla to be nursed by a female of that
persuasion.  Hence, during the reigns of the emperors who successivel
secceeded Commodus, and some years of his reign, the Chrjstians h

a respite for several Fean from persecution, But the prejudice and fury
of the ignorant multitude agamn prevailed, and the obsolete laws were
put in execution against them. The pagans were alarmed at the progress
of christianity, and revived the calumny of placing incidental misfor-
tunes to the account of its professors. Fire, sword, wild beasts, and
imprisonments, were resorted to, and even the dead bodies of Christians
were torn from their graves, and submitted to every insult: yet the
gospel withstood the attacks of its barbarous enemies. Tertullian, who
lived in this age, informs us, that if the Christians had collectively with-
drawn themselves from the Roman territories, the empire would have been

gre;f.ly de lated.

-

ictor, bishop of Rome, suffered martyrdom in the first year of the
third centary, viz. A. D. 201, though the circumstances are not ascer-

1

Leonidas, the father of the celebrated Origen, was beheaded for being
a Christian, Previous to the execution, his son, in order to encourage
him, wrote to him in these remarkable words: ¢ Beware, 8ir, that your
care for us does not make you change your resolution.” Many of Ori-
gen’s hearers likewise snﬂyered m dom ; particularly two brothers,
named Plutarchus and Serenus : another Serenus, Heron, and Heraclides
were bebeaded. Rhais had boiling pitch poured upon her head, and was
then burnt. Marcella her mother, and Potamiena her sister, were exe-
cuted in the same manner as Rhais. Basilides, an officer belonging to
the army, who was ordered to attend their execution, became a convert
on witnessing their fortitude. When Basilides, as an officer, was
required to take a certain oath, he refused, saying, that he could not

anceent suthors before his time, except only in Justin the martyr, who in his description
deciares eu twe occasions especially used for Christians to gate together :—first, when
asy csavert was to be baptised, the second was upon the Sunday, which was woat for two
thea to be hallowed: first, because upon that day God began the creation;
because Christ wpon that day first shewed himsels, after his resurrection, to his

H
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swear by the Roman idols, as he was a Christian. The people could not
at first believe what they heard; but he had no sooner confirmed his
assertion, than he was dragged before the judge, committed to prison,
and beheaded immediately.

Irenceus, bishop of Lyons, was born in Greece, and received a chris-
tian education. It is generally supposed, that the account of the per-
secution at Lyons was written by him. He succeeded the martyr
Pothinus as bishop of Lyons, and ruled his diocese with-great propriety ;
he was a zealous opposer of heresies in general, and wrote a celebrated
tract against heresy, which had great influence at the time. Victor,
the bishop of Rome, wanting to impose a particular mode of keeping
Easter there, it occasioned some disorder amongst the Christians.
In particular, Ireneeus wrote him a synodical epistle in the name of
the Gallic churches. This zeal, in favour of christianity, pointed him
out as an object of resentment to the emperor; and he was accordingly
beheaded in A. D. 202,

The persecutions about this time extended to Africa, and many were
martyred in that part of the globe; the principal of whom was
Perpetua, a married lady of about twenty-six years of age, with an
infant child at her breast. She was seized for being a Christian. Her
father, who tenderly loved her, went to console her during her confine-
ment, and attempted to persuade her to_renounce christianity. Perpe-
tua, however, resisted every entreaty. This resolution so much incensed
her father, that he beat her severely, and did not visit her for some days
after; and, in the mean time, she and some others who were confined
were baptised, as they were before only catechumens. On being carried
before the pro-consul Minutius, she was commanded to sacrifice to the
idols: refusing, she was ordered to a dark dungeon, and deprived of
her child. Two deacons, however, Tertius and Pomponius, who had
the care of persecuted Christians, allowed her some hours daily to inhale
the fresh air, during which time she had the satisfaction of being allowed
to nourish her infant. Foreseeing that she should not long be permitted
to take care of it, she recommended it strongly to her mother’s attention.
Her father at length paid her a second visit, and again entreated her to
renounce christianity, His behaviour was now all tenderness and
humanity; but inflexible to all human influence, she knew she must
leave every thing for Christ's sake; and she only said to him, ¢ God’s
:ill t!nust. be done.” He then, with an almost bursting heart,left her to

er fate.

Perpetua gave the strongest proof of fortitude and strength of mind
on her trial. The judge entreated her to consider her father’s tears, her
infant’s helplessness, and her own life; but triumphing over all the sen-
timents of nature, she forgot the thought of both mental and corporeal
pain, and determined to sacrifice all the feelings of human sensibility,
to that immortality offered by Christ. In vain did they attempt to per-
suade her that their offers were gentle, and her own religion otherwise.
Aware that she must die, her father’s parental tenderness returned, and
in his anxiety he attempted to carry her off, on which he received a severe
blow from one of the officers, Irritated at this, the daughter immedi-
ately declared, that she felt that blow more severely than if she had re-



- T T TETEeeTT e e T TN

CRIMES ALLEGED AGAINST CHRISTIANS. 41

ceived it herself. Being conducted back to prison, she waited for exe-
cution, when several other persons were to be executed with her; of these
were Felicitas, a married Christian lady, who was with child at the time
of ber trial. The procurator, when he examined her, entreated her to
have pity upon herself and her condition; but she replied, that his com-
passion was useless, for no thought of self-preservation could induce her
to any idolatrous proposition. She was delivered in prison of a girl,
which was adopted by a christian woman as her own.

Revocatus was a catechumen of Carthage, and a slave. The names
of the other prisoners who were to suﬂ'er.ugon this occasion, were Satur,
Saturninus, and Secundulus, When the day of execution arrived, they
were led to the amphitheatre. Satur, Saturninus, and Revocatus, having
the fortitude to denounce God's judgments upon their persecutors, they
were ordered to run the gauntlet between the hunters, such as had the
care of the wild beasts.- The hunters being drawn up in two ranks,
they ran between, and as they passed were severely lashed. Felicitas and
P were about to be stripped, in order to be thrown to a beast;
bat some of the spectators, through decency, desired that they might
remain as they were clothed, which request was granted. The beast
made his first attack upon Perpetua, and stunned her ; he then attacked
Felicitas, and wounded her much ; but not killing them, the executioner
did that office with a sword. Revocatus and Satur were destroyed in
the same manner; Saturninus was beheaded; and Secundulus died in
prison. These executions took place in the month of March, A. D. 205,

The crimes and false accusations laid against the Christians at this
time, were sedition and rebellion against the emperor, sacrilege, murder
of infants, incestuous pollution, eating raw flesh, libidinous converse,
for which the people called tici were disgraced. It was objected
against them that they worsgin;;ed the head of an ass, a report pro-
pagated by the Jews. They were charged also with worshipping the
sun, because before the sun rose, they met together, singing their
motning h{mns to the Lord, and because ther prayed together towards
the east; but particularly because they would not with them worship
the idolatrous gods of their adversaries.”

Seperatus, and twelve others, were likewise beheaded; as was An-
droclus in France. Asclepiades, bishop of Antioch, suffered man‘y tor-
tares, but was spared his life. Cecilia, a young lady of a good family
in Rome, was married to a gentleman named Valerian. Being a Chris-
tian berself, she soon persuaded her husband to embrace the same faith;
and his conversion was speedily followed by that of Tibertius his brother.
This information drew upon them all the vengeance of the laws; the two
brothers were beheaded; and the officer who led them to execution
becoming their convert, suffered in a similar manner. When the lady
was apprehended, she was doomed to death in the following manner:
she was placed in a scalding bath, and having remained there a con-
siderable time, her head was stuck off with a sword, A. D. 222,

¥ According to Tertullian, the capuins and presidents of the persecution under t}ne
emperor Severus, were Hilerianus, Vigellius, Claudius, Hermianus, ruler of Cg pujocn.
Cecilins, Capella, Vespronius, also Demetrius, mentioned by Cyprian, and Aquila, judge
of Alexandnia, of whom Eusebius, in his 6th book, gives a particular account.
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Calistus, bishop of Rome, was martyred A. D. 224; but the manner
of his death is not recorded: 'and m A. D. 232, Urban, bishop of
Rome, met the same fate. Agapetus, a boy of Preeneste, in Italy, who
was only fifteen years of age, refusing to sacrifice to the idols, was
severely scourged and then hanged up by the feet, and boiling water

ured over him, He was afterwards worried by wild beasts, and at
ast beheaded. The officer, named Antiochus, who superintended this
execution, while it was performing, fell suddenly from his judicial seat,
and cried out in extreme agony from sudden disease!

ACCOUNT OF THE SIXTH GENERAL PERSECUTION

UNDER THE ROMAN EMPERORS,

Maximus, who was emperor in A. D. 235, raised a persecution against
the Christians; and in Cappadocia, the president Semiramus, made great
efforts to exterminate the Christians from that kingdom. A Roman
soldier, who refused to wear a laurel crown bestowed on him by the
emperor, and confessed himeelf a Christian, was scourged, imprisoned,
and put to death. Pontianus, bishop of Rome, for preaching against
idolatry, was banished to Sardinia, and there destroyed. Anteros, a
Grecian, who succeeded this bishop in the see of Rome, gave so much
offence to the government by collecting the acts of the martyrs, that,
he suffered martyrdom, after having held his dignity only forty days.
Pammachius, 2 Roman senator, with his family and other Christians,
to the number of forty-two, were, on account of their religion, all
beheaded in one day, and their heads fixed on the city gates.
Simplicius, another senator, suffered martyrdom in a similar way.
Calepodius, a christian minister, after being inhumanly treated, and
barbarously dra about the streets, was thrown into the river
Tiber with a mill-stone fastened about his neck. Quiritus, a Roman
nobleman, with his family and domestics, were, on account of their
christian principles, put to most excruciating torture, and then the
most painful death. This nobleman suffered the confiscation of his
effects, poverty, reviling, imprisonment, scourging, torture, and loss of
life, for the sake of his Redeemer. Martina, a noble and beautiful
virgin, suffered martyrdom for Christ, being variously tortured, and
at:terwards beheaded; and Hippolitus, a christian prelate, was tied to a
:ll?i .hgrse, and dragged through fields, stony places, and brambles, till

e died.

While this persecution continued, numerous Christians were slain
without trial, and buried in indiscriminate heaps: sometimes fifty or
sixty being cast into a pit together. Maximus, died in A. D. 238; he
was succeeded by Gordian, during whose reign, and that of his successor
Philip, the church was free from persecution for the space of more than
ten years; but in the year 249, a violent persecution broke out in Alex-
andria. It is, however, worthy of remark, that this was done at the
instigation of a pagan priest, without the emperor’s knowledge. At this
time the fury of the people being great against the Christians, they
broke open their houses, stole the iest of their property, destroyed the
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rest, and murdered the owners; the universal cry was, ¢ Burn them,
burn them! kill them, kill them!” The names of the martyrs, three
excepted, and the particulars of this affair, however, have not been
recorded. The three martyrs known were, Metus, an aged and
venerable Christian, who refusing to blaspheme his Saviour, was beaten
with clubs, pierced with sharp reeds, and at length stoned to death,
Quinta, a christian woman, being carried to the temple, and refusing to
worship the idols there, was dragged by her feet over sharp stones,

with whips, and at last killed in the same manner as
Metus. And Appollonia, an ancient maiden lady, confessing herself a
Christian, the mob dashed out her teeth with their fists, and threatened
to burn her alive. A fire was accordingly prepared for the purpose,
and she was fastened to a stake: requesting to be unloosedl: it was
done, on a supposition that she meant to recant, when, to their
astonishment, she immediately threw herself into the flames and was
cousumed.

ACCOUNT OF THE SEVENTH GENERAL PERSECUTION

UNDRR THE ROMAN EMPERORS.

In the year 249, Decius being emperor of Rome, a dreadful persecu-
tion was begun against the Christians. This was occasioned partly by
the hatred he bore to his predecessor Philip, who was deemed a Chris-
tian, and partly I:{ his jealousy concerning the amazing progress of
Christianity; for the heathen temples were almost forsaken, and the
Christian c{mrchu crowded with proselytes. Decius, provoked at this,
attempted, as he said, to extirpate the name of Christian; and, unfor-
tunately for the cause of the gospel, many errors had about this time
crept into the church: the Christians were at variance with each other,

a variety of contentions ensued among them. The heathens in
reneral were ambitious to enforce the imperial decrees upon this occa-
sion, and looked upon the murder of a Christian as a merit to be
coveted. The martyrs were, therefore, innumerable. Fabian, bisho
of Rome, was the first person of eminence who felt the severity of this
persecution. The deceased emperor, Philip, had, on account of his
ntegrity, committed his treasure to the care of this good man; but
Decias, not finding so much as his avarice led him to expect, determined
w wreak bis vengeance on the good prelate. He was accordingly
seized, and on the 20th of January, A. D. 250, suffered ma:grdom, by
decapitation. Abdon and Semen, two Persians, were apprehended as

: but being found Christians, were put to death, on account of
their faith. Moyses, a priest, was beheaded for the same reason.
Julian, a native of Celicia, as we are informed by St. Chrysostom, was
sczed for being a Christian. He was frequently tortured, but still
remained inflexible; and though often brought from prison for execution,
was in remanded, to suffer greater cruelties. He, at length, was
oblngﬁ‘:) travel for twelve months er, from town to town, that
he might be exposed to the insults of the populace.

When all endeavours to make him recant his religion were found
weffectual, be was brought before a judge, stripped, and whipped in a
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dreadful manner. He was then gut into a leathern bag, with a number
of serpents and scorpions; and in that condition thrown into the
sea. Peter, a young man, amiable for the superior qualities of his
body and mind, was apprehended for being a Christian, at Lampsacus,
on the Hellespont, and carried before Optimus, pro-consul of Asia. On
being commanded to sacrifice to Venus, he said, ‘1 am astonished that
you should wish me to sacrifice to an infamous woman, whose de-
baucheries even your own historians record, and whose life consisted of
such actions as your laws would punish. No! I shall offer the true God
the sacrifice of praise and prayer.”

Optimus, on ll:caring this, ordered the prisoner to be stretched upon
a wheel, by which his bones were broken in a shocking manner; but
his torments only inspired him with fresh courage; he smiled on his
persecutors, and seemed, by the serenity of his countenance, not to
upbraid, but to applaud his tormentors. At length the pro-consul or-
dered him to be beheaded, and the command was immediately executed.
Nichomachus, being brought before the pro-consul as a Christian, was
ordered to sacrifice to the pagan idols. e answered, ‘“I cannot pa
that respect to devils which is due onlz to the Almighty.” The speecz
so enraged the pro-consul, that Nichomachus was put to the rack.
He bore the torture for some time with patience and great resolution ;
but, at length, when ready to expire with pain, he had the weakness to
abjure his faith, and become an apostate. He had no sooner given this
proof of his frailty than he fell into the greatest agonies, dropped down,
and expired immediately.

Denisa, a young woman, only sixteen years of age, who beheld this

“signal judgment, suddenly exclaimed; ‘O, unhappy wretch, why

would you buy a moment's ease, at the expense of a miserable eternity;
Optimus hearing this, called to her, and asked if she was a Christian?
Shereplied in the affirmative; and being commanded to sacrifice to the
idols, refused. Optimus enraged at her resolution, gave her over to two
libertines, who took her to their own home, and would have ruined
her, but for her astonishing courage. At midnight they were appalled
by a frightful vision, when both of them fell at the feet of Denisa, and
implores her prayers that they might not feel the effects of divine ven-
geance for their {rutality. But this event did not diminish the cruelty
of Optimus; for the lady was beheaded soon after by his command.
Andrew and Paul, two companions of Nichomachus the martyr, on
confessing themselves Christians, were condemned to die, and delivered
to the multitude to be stoned. Accordingly, A. D. 251, they suffered
martyrdom by stoning, and expired, calling on the blessed Redeemer.
Alexander and Empimacus, of Alexandria, were apprehended for being
Christians, and on confessing the accusation, were beat with staves,
torn with hooks, and at length burnt, We are informed by Eusebius,
that four female martyrs suffered on the same day, and at the same place,
but not in the same manner; for these were beheaded. Lucian and
Marcian, two pagans and magicians, becoming converts to Christianity,
to make amends for their former errors, adopted the life of hermits, and
subsisted upon bread and water. After spending some time in this
manner, they reflected that their life was inefficacious, and determined
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to leave their solitade to make converts to Christianity. With this
pious and laudable resolution they became zealous preachers. Per-
secution, however, raging at the time, they were seized upon, and
carried before Sabinus, governor of Bithynia. On being asked by
what authority they took upon themselves to eXmach, Lucian answered
**That the law of charity and humanity obliged all men to endeavour to
counvert their neighbours, and to do everzithing in their power to rescue
them from the snares of the devil.” arcian said, ‘‘ Their conver-
sion was by the same grace which was given to St. Paul, who, from
a zealous persecutor of the church, became a preacher of the gospel.”
When the pro-consul found that he could not prevail on them to
renounce their faith, he condemned them to be burnt alive, and the
sentence was soon after executed.

and Respicius, two eminent men, were seized as Christians,
and mprisoned at Nice. They were soon after put to the rack, which
they bore with admirable patience for three hours, and uttered the praises
of the Almiﬁh the whole time. They were then exposed naked in the
open air, which benumbed all their limbs. When remanded to prison,
they remained there for a considerable time; and then the cruelties of
therr persecutors were again evinced. Their feet were pierced with
nails; they were dragged through the streets, scourged, torn with hooks,
scorched with lighted torches, and at length beheaded, on the 1st of
February, A. D. 251.

Agatha, a Sicilian lady, was remarkable for her beauty and endow-
ments: the former was so great that Quintain, governor of Sicily,
became enamoured of her, and made many attempts upon her virtue.
The governor being known as a great libertine and a bigoted pagan,
the lady thought proper to withdraw from the town; but being discovered
in bher retreat, was apprehended and brought to Catana, when,
finding herself in the power of an enemy both to her soul and body,
she recommended herself to the protection of the Almighty, and prayed
for death. In order if possible to gratify his passion, the governor
transferred the virtuous lady to Aphrodica, an infamous and licentious
woman, who tried every artifice to win her to prostitution; but all her
efforts were in vain, When Aphrodica acquainted Quintain with the
ineflicacy of her endeavours, he changed his desire into resentment, and,
on her confessing that she was a Christian, he determined to gratify his

. He therefore ordered her to be scourged, burnt with hot irons,
and torn with sharp hooks, Having borne these torments, with admira-
ble fortitude, she was next laid upon live coals, intermingled with
glass, and being carried back to prison, she there expired-on the 5th
of February, A. D. 251.

Cyril, bishop of Gortyna, was seized by order of Lucius, the governor
of that place, who first exhorted him to obey the imperial mandate,
offer sacrifice to idols, and save his venerable ’Iglerson from destruction;
for he was then eighty-four years of age. e good prelate replied,
that he could not agree to any such requisitions; but as he had long
taught others to save their souls, now he should only think of his
own salvation. When the governor found all his persuasion in vain, he
prouounced sentence against the venerable Christian in these words—
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‘I order that Cyril, who has lost his senses, and is a declared enemy of
our gods, shall be burnt alive.” The good and worthy prelate heard this
sentence without emotion, walked cheerfully to the place of execution,
and underwent his martyrdom with a resolution which astonished all,
and converﬁ gomfe.c " furv: th

In the is of Crete persecution raged with great fury: the go-
vernor being exceedingly active in executing the imperial decrees, that
place streamed with the blood of many Christians. The principal
Cretan martyrs whose names have been transmitted to us, are these—
Theodulus, Saturnius, and Europus, inhabitants of Gortyna, who had
been confirmed in their faith by Cyril, bishop of that city: Eunicianus,
Zeticus, Cleomenes, Agathopas, Bastides, and Euaristus, were brought
from different parts of the island on accusations relating to their
profession of Christianity.

On their trial they were commanded to sacrifice to Jupiter, and
declining, the judge threatened them with the severest tortures. To
these menaces they unanimously answered, ¢ That to suffer for the
sake of the Supreme Being would, to them, be the sublimest of plea-
sures,” The judge then attempted to gain their veneration for the
heathen deities, by descanting on their merits, and recounting some of
their mythological histories. This gave the prisoners an opportunity of
remarking on the absurdity of such fictions, and of pointin% out the
folly of paying adoration to ideal deities and material images. Provoked
to hear Eis favourite idols ridiculed, the governor ordered them to be
?ut to the rack, the tortures of which they sustained with lul:priain%
ortitude. They at length suffered martyrdom, A.D.251; being al
belieaded at the same time. Babylas,® a Christian of a liberal educa-

. * With m'nct to Babylas, bishop of Antioch, Eusebius and Zonaras amert that he died
in prison, at the time of Becim,n id Alexander, bishop of Jerusalem.

u the treatise of Chrysostom, entitled, * Contra Gentiles,” there is an interesting history
of one Babylas, a martyr, who was put to death about this time, for resisting an emperor,
bﬂm suffering him to enter into the temple of the Christians after a cruel murder;
the story of which is, that there was a certain emperor, who, upon concluding peace
with & certain nation, had received for hmﬁ the son of the king, & youth of tender
age, on the condition that neither he should molested by them, nor they be vexed by
him. Upon this the king’s son was delivered to the emperor, who caased him in a short
time to be slain. This fact being committed, the tyrant would enter into the temple of the
Christians, where Babylas, being bishop or minister, resisted him. - The emperor, in_great
rage, had him forthwith bound in prison, with as many irons as be could bear, and from
thence shortly after brought to execution, Babylas went boldly to his martyrdom, and
desired after his death to be buried in his irons and bands. The story adds, that in the
reign of Coustantinus, Gallus, then governor of the eastern parts, caused his bodx to be
removed into the suburbs of Antioch, called Dlrhns, where was a temple of Apollo,
famous for oracles and answers given by that idol. In this temple, after the amival of
the body of Babylas, the idol cessed to give any more oracles, complaining that the place
was wont to be consecrated unto him, but now it was full of dead men’s bodies. Thus the
oracles there ceased for that time till the age of Julianus; who on learning why they ceased,
caused the bones of the holy martyr to be removed from thence by the Chnstians, whom
he called Galileans. They coming in a great multitude, both men, maidens, and children,
to the tomb of Babylas, transported his bones according to the command of the emperor,
singing by uu.wm the verse of the psalm, *Confou be all that worship images, and
all that _glory in idols,”etc, This coming to the emperor’s ears, he flew into & rage with
the Christians, and excited pemcnﬁowimt them. Zonaras, however, declares the cause
otherwise, saying, that as soon as the body of Babylas and other martyrs were removed, the
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tion, became bishop of Antioch in A. D. 237, on the demise of Zebinus.
He acted with inimitable zeal, and governed the church during the
most tempestuous times with admirable prudence. The first misfortune
that happened to Antioch during his mission, was the siege by
Saphor, king of Persia; who having over-run all Syria, took and plun-
dered this city among others, and used the christian inhabitants with

severity than the rest. His cruelties, however, were not lasting,
for Gordian, the emperor, appearing at the head of a powerful army, An-
tioch was retaken, the Persians driven entirely out of Syria, and pursued
to their own country, while several “rlaces in the Persian territories fell
into the hands of the emperor. Gordian dying, in the reign of Decius,
that emperor came to Antioch, where, having a desire to visit an assembly
of Chnstians, Babylas opposed him, and refused to let him enter.
The emperor dissembled his anger for the time; but soon sending for the
bishop, he sharply reproved him for his insolence, and ordered him
to sacrifice to the n deities as an expiation for his supposed crime.
Having refused this, Ee was committed to prison, loaded with chains,
treated with great severity, and then beheaded, together with three
young men who had been his pupils. On going to the place of execu-
tion, the bishop exclaimed, ¢ Behold me and the children that the Lord
hath given me.” They were martyred, A. D. 251, and the chains
womn by the bishop in prison were buried with him:

Alexander, bishop of Jerusalem, about this time was cast into prison
oa account of his religion, where he died through the severity of his
eonfinement. When Iglera ian was apprehended at Alexandria, he had
his bones broken, and was thrown from a high loft, and killed by the fall.
Julianus, an old man, lame with the gout; and Cronion, another Chris-
tian, were bound on the backs of camels, severely scourged, and then
thrown into a fire and consumed. A spectator who seemed to commise-
rate them was ordered to be beheaded, as a punishment for his sympathy
and tenderness. Macar, a Lybian Christian, was burnt. Horonater
and Isidorus, Egyptians, with Dioschorus, a boy of fifteen, after suffer-
ing many torments, met with a similar fate; and Nemesion, another
m:u first tried as a thief; but being acquitted, was accused
o istianity, which confessing, he was scourged, tortured, and
finally burnt. ~ Ischyrian, the Christian servant of an Egyptian noble-
man and magistrate, was run through with a pike by his own master, for

ing to sacrifice to idols. Venatius, a youth of fifteen, was martyred
in Italy; and forty virgins, at Antioch, after being imprisoned and
scourged, were destroyed by fire. .

‘The emperor Decius having erected a pagan temple at Ephesus, in
the year 251, he commanded all who were in that city to sacrifice to
the idols. This order was nobly refused by seven of his own soldiers,
viz. Maximianus, Martianus, Joannes, Malchus, Dyonisius, Constantinus,
and Seraion. The emperor wishing to prevail on the soldiers to prevent
their fate by his entreaties and lenity, gave them a respite till he returned

temple of the idol, with the image, was consumed by & fire in the night. _Nicephorus, in
his Sk book, makes mention of another Babylas, who saffered under Decius, and was
Lubep of Nicomedia.
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from a journey. In the absence of the emperor they escaped, and
hid themselves in a cavern; but he was informed of it on his return,
the mouth of the cavern was closed up, and they all were starved or
smothered to death.

Theodora, a beautiful young lady of Antioch, on refusing to sacrifice
to the Roman idols, was condemned to the brothel, that her virtue
might be sacrificed. Didymus, a Christian, then disgnised himself in
the habit of a Roman soldier, went to the house, informed Theodora who
he was, and prevailed on her to make her escape in his dress.
Being found in the brothel instead of the lady, he was taken
before the president, to whom confessing the truth, sentence of death
was immediately pronounced against him. In the mean time, Theodora,
hearing that her deliverer was likely to suffer, came to the judge, threw
herself at his feet, and begged that the sentence might fall only on her
as the guilty person ; but the inflexible judge condemned both; and
they were executed accordingly, being first beheaded, and their bodies
afterwards burnt. :

Secundianus having been accused as a Christian, was conveyed to pri-
son by some soldiers. On their way, Verianus and Marcellinus said,
““Where are you carrying the innocent ?”” This interrogatory occasioned
them to be seized; and all three, after having been tortured, were hang-
ed, and their heads were cut off when they were dead.

Origen, the celebrated presbyter and catechist of Alexandria, at the
age of sixty-four, was seized, thrown into a loathsome prison, loaded
with chains, his feet placed in the stocks, and his legs extended to the
utmost for several days. He was threatened with fire, and tormented
by every means that the most infernal imagination could suggest. But
his Christian fortitude sustained him. Such was the rigour of the judge,
that his tortures were ordered to be as lingering as possible, that death
might not too soon put a- period to his miseries. During this cruel
interval, the emperor Decius died, and Gallus, who succeeded him, en-
gaging in a war with the Goths, the Christians met with a respite.
Thus Origen obtained his enlargement, and retiring to Tyre, he re-
mained there till his death, which happened when he was in the sixty-
ninth year of his age.*

* The learned who have written the life of Origen assert, that he was of wit quick
and sharp, patient of labour, & man who knew many languages, of a spare diet, of a strict
and abstemious life; he went barefoot; and was a strict observer of that saying of the
Lord, “ Provide but one coat, &c.” He is said to have written as much as seven
notaries. The nurber of his books, by the account of Jerome, amounted to seven thousand
volumes, copies of which he used to sell for the value of threepence or a little more, for
the support of his life. He kogt seven maids in constant employ to copy for him. So
zealous he was in the cause of Christ and his martyrs, that he would assist and ‘exhort
them going to their death, and kiss them, insomuch that he was near being stoned by the
multitude; and sometimes by providing for Christian men, had his house guarded with
soldiers, for the safety of those who daily resorted to hear his readings.

These historians also mention the following curious circumstance, which is confirmed by
Eusebius. When Leonidas, the father of Origen, was martyred, his son, then seventeen
years old, would have suffered by his own wish, had not his mother privily in the night
conveyed away his clothes and his shirt. On which, more for shame to be seen than for
fear to die, he was constrained to remain at home; and when he could do nothing else, he
wrote to his father a letter with these words: *Take heed to yourself, that you turn
not your thought and purpose for our sake.” Such a fervency had young Origen
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In the city of Antioch, Vincentius, lib. 11, speaks of forty virgins,
martyrs, who suffered in the persecution of Decius. In the country of
Phrygia, and in the town of Lampsar, Vincentius also speaks of one
Peter, who was there apprehended, and suffered bitter torments for
Christ’s name, under Optimus, the pro-consul: and in Troada he also
;sa.h of other martyrs that suffered, whose names were Andrew, Paul,

ichomachus, and Dionysia, a virgin. He adds, that in Babylon, many
christian confessors were found who were led away into Spain to be
executed.

In the country of Cappadocia, and the city of Cesarea, Germanus,
Theophilus, Cesarius, and Vitalis, suffered martyrdom for Christ; and
in the same book mention is also made of Polychronius, bishop of
Babylon, and of Nestor, bishop of Cesarea, who died martyrs.

At Perside, in the town of Cardalia, Olympiades and Maximus. In
Tyrus also, Anatolia, a virgin, and Audax, a senator, gave their lives for
a testimony to the name of Christ.

Gallus having concluded his wars, a plague broke out in the
empire; and sacrifices to the pagan deities were ordered by the
::ﬁemr to appease their wrath. On the Christians refusing to coml;ly

ith these rites, they were charged with being the authors of the cala-
mity : thus the persecution spread from the interior to the extreme
parts of the empire, and many fell martyrs to the impetuosity of the
rabble, as well as the prejudice of the magistrates. Cornelius, the
Christian bishop of Rome, was, among others, seized upon this occasion.
He was first banished to Centum-Celle, now called Civitia Vecchia ;
and after having been cruelly scourged, was, on the 14th of September,
A. D. 252, beheaded; having been bishop fifteen months and ten
days. Lucius, who succeeded Cornelius as bishop of Rome, was the
son of Porphyrius, and & Roman by birth. His vigilance as a pastor,
occasioned him to be banished; but in a short time he was permitted
to retarn from exile. Soon after, however, he was apprehended, and
beheaded, March the 4th, A. D. 253. This bishop was succeeded by

to the doctrine of Christ’s faith, partly by the diligent education of his father, who
brought bim wp from his youth in good literature, but especially in reading the holy
scripture, that many times he would put questions to his father of the meaning of certain
parts of the sacred book. Insomuch that his father would frequently uncover his breast
when de?, and kiss it, giving thanks to God who had made him so happy a father of such
a child. ter the death o(nlf'n father, all his s being confiscated to the emperor, he,
with his poor mother, and six brethren, were reduced to such extreme poverty, that he sup-
ported both himself and them by keeping a school. . L

The treatise of the venerable Bede, cited by Henricus de Orford, gives the following list
of these who suffered in the reign of Decius, the particulars of whose martyrdoms have
e, beag bl arsouag L of Anoeh s Belhas, bishep of the ity of Apolione, Lacus
wgis, bei tioch; Bellias, bi of the city onia, Lacus,
xsus, and Gallictus. Nazanzo, Triph;n, in the cityopof Egypt called Tamas, Phileas,
s bishop, Philocomus, with many others in Persia, and Philcronius, bishop of Babylon;
Thesiphon, bishop of Pampbilia; Neffor, bishop in Corduba ; Parmenias, a priest, with
many mere. In the province called Colonia, Circensis, Marianus, and Jacobus. In
Africa, Nemesianus, PS::, Rogatianus, a priest, and Felicissimus. At Rome, Jovinus and
Basilews; Tertullianus, Valerianus, Nemesius, Sempronianus, and Olympius. In Spain,
Teragon. At Veroma, Zeno, & bishop; and Theodorus, surnamed Gregorius, bpllop of
Poatus. Vincentius in his eleventh book makes mention of certain children suffering mar-
tyrdom under the same persecution, in a city of Tuscia, called Aretium,

-
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Stephanus, a man of fiery temper, who held the dignity few years,
and might probably have fallen a martyr, had not the emperor been
murdered by his general ZEmilian, when a profound peace succeeded
throughout the empire, and persecution was suffered to subside.

Many of the errors which crept into the Church at this time, arose
from placing human reason in competition with revelation; but the fal-
lacy of such arguments being proved by some able divines, the opinions
they had created vanished before the sublimity and power of christian
truth,

ACCOUNT OF THE EIGHTH GENERAL PERSECUTION

UNDER THE ROMAN EMPERORS.

After the death of Gallus, Emilian, the general, having many ene-
mies in the army, was slain, and Valerian elected to the empire. This
emperor, for the space of four years, governed with moderation, and
treated the Christians with pecuhar lenity and respect; but in the year
257, an Eg{ptian magician, named Macriamus, gained a great ascen-
dency over him, and persuaded him to persecute the Christians, Edicts
were accordingly published, and the persecution which began in the
month of April, continued for three years and six months,

The martyrs that fell in this persecution were innumerable, and their
tortures and deaths are various. The most eminent were the follow-
ing—Rufina and Secunda, two beautiful and accomplished ladies,
daughters of Asterius, a gentleman of eminence in Rome. Rufina the
elder, was designed in marriaﬁ for Armentarius, a young nobleman ;
and Secunda, tﬁ: younger, for Verinus, a person of rank and immense
wealth. These suitors, at the time the persecution commenced, were
both Christians ; but when danger appeared, to save their fortunes they
renounced their faith. They took great pains to persuade the ladies to
do the same, but failed in their purpose; and as a method of safety,
Rufina and Secunda left the kingdom. The lovers finding themselves
disappointed informed against the ladies, who being apprehended as
Christians, were brought before Junius Donatus, governor of Rome.
After many remonstrances, and having undergone severdl tortures, the
sealed therr martyrdom with their blood, iy being beheaded in the

ear 257.
y In the same year, Stephen, bishop of Rome, was beheaded, and
about that time Saturninus, bishop of Thoulouse, was attacked and seized
by the rabble of that place, for preventing, as they alleged, their
oracles from speaking. On refusing to sacrifice to the idols, he was treat-
ed with manr barbarous indignities, and then fastened by the feet to the
tail of a bull. On a certain signal the enraged animal was driven down
the steps of the temple, by which the martyr’s brains were dashed out ;
and the small number of Christians in Thoulouse had not for some time
courage sufficient to carry off the dead body; at length two women
conveyed it away, and deposed it in a ditch. '

This martyr was an orthodox and learned primitive Christian, and his

doctrines are held in high estimation.
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Stephen was succeeded by Sextus as bishop of Rome. He is suppos-
ed to be a Greek by birth, or extraction, and had for some time served
in the capacity of a deacon under Stephen. His great fidelity, singular
wisdom and courage, distinguished him on many occasions ; and the
fortunate conclusion of a controversy with some heretics is generally
ascribed to his prudence. Marcianus, who had the management of the
Roman government in the year 258, procured an order from the emperor
Valerian to put to death all the Christian clergy in Rome.

The senate having testified their obedience to the imperial mandate,
Sextus was one of the first who felt the severity of the edict. Cyprian
tells us that he was beheaded August 6, A. D. 268, and that six of
his deacons suffered with him.

Laurentius, generally called St. Laurence, the principal of the dea-
couns, who taught and preached under Sextus, followed him to the place
of execution; when Sextus predicted that he should meet him in heaven
three days after. Laurentius considering this as a certain indication of
his own approaching martyrdom, at his return collected all the Chris-
tian poor, and distributed amongst them the treasures of the church
which had been committed to his care, thinking the money could not be
better disposed of, or less liable to fall into the hands of the heathens,
His conduct alarmed the persecutors, who seized on him, and command-
ed him to give an immediate account to the emperor of the church trea-
sures,

Laurentius promised to satisfy them, but begged a short respite to put
things in proper order; three days being granted him, he was suffered to
d mn with great diligence he collected together a great number
of aged, helpless, and impotent poor, and repaired to the magistrate,
ptcentigg them to him, saying ¢ These are the true treasures of the

Provoked at the disappointment, and fancying the matter meant in
ridicule, the governor ordered him to be immediately scourged. . He was
beaten with iron rods, set upon a wooden horse, and had his limbs dislo-
cated. He endured these tortures with such fortitude and perseverance,
that he was ordered to be fastened to a large gridiron, with a slow fire
under it, that his death might be more tedious. But his astonishing
constancy during these trials, and his serenity of countenance under

excruciating torments, gave the spectators so exalted an idea of the
dignity and truth of the Christian religion, that many immediately be-
came converts, L

Having lain for some time upon the gridiron, the martyr called out to
the emperor, who was present, in a kind of jocose Latin couplet, which
may be thus translated

* This side is broil’d sufficient to be food
For all who wish it to be done and good.”

On this the executioner turned him, and after having lain a consider-
able time longer, he had stil) strength and spirit enough to triumph over
the tyrant, by telling him, with great serenity, that he was roasted
enough, and only wanted serving up. He then cheerfully lifted up his
eyes to heaven, and with calmness yielded his spirit to the Almighty.
This happened August 10, A. D. 258. :
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Among the several converts to Christianity from this event, was a sol-
dier called Romanus who attended the martyrdom. He had taken the
opportunity of the martyr's imprisonment to make some inquiries con-
cerning the Christian faith, and it was reported that he bad received bap-
tism at the hands of his captive. Be this as it may, he declared himself
a christian immediately after the death of Laurentius, and soon followed
him by a less lingering and torturing martyrdom to the world of blessed
spirits in heaven. On his avowal of the christian faith, he was scourged
and beheaded. He had a companion in both his faith and suffering,
named Hypolitus, to whom he was much attached, and who evinced no
desire to escape the fate of his courageous friend.

Fourteen years before this period persecution raged in Africa with
peculiar violence, and many thousands received the crown of martyrdom,
among whom the following were the most distinguished characters :—

Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, an eminen:tgre ate, and a pious orna-
ment of the church. His doctrines were orthodox and pure; his lan-
guage easy and elegant ; and his manners graceful. He was said to be
so perfectly a master of rhetoric and logic, and so complete in the prac-
tice of elocution and the principles of philosophy, that he was made
professor of those sciences in his native city of Carthage, where he be-
came so popular, and taught with such success, that many of his stu-
dents afterwards became shining ornaments of polite erudition. He was
educated in his youth in the maxims of the heathen, and having a con-
siderable fortune, he lived in great sglendour and pomp. Gorgeous in
attire, luxurious in feasting, vain of a numerous retinue, and fond of
every kind of fashionable parade, he seemed to fancy that man was born
to gratify all his appetites, and created for pleasure alone. About the
year 246, Ceecilius, a Christian minister of Carthage, became the instru-
ment of Cyprian's conversion; on which account, and for the great love
that he always afterwards bore for his adviser, he was termed Ceecilius
Cyprian,

Sefore his baptism, he studied the scriptures with care, and bein,
struck with the excellence of the truths they contained, he determines
to practise the virtues they recommended. After baptism he sold his
estate, distributed the money among the poor, dr himself in plain
attire, and commenced a life of austerity and solitude. Soon after he
was made a presbyter; and being greatly admired for his virtues and
his works, on the death of Donatus, in A. D, 248, he was almost una-
nimously elected bishop of Carthage. The care of Cyprian not only
extended over Carthage, but to Numidia and Mauritania. In all his
transactions he took great care to ask the advice of his clergy, knowing,
that unanimity alone could be of service to the church: this being one
of his maxims, * That the bishop was in the church, and the church in
the bishop; so that unity can only be preserved by a close connection
betlweet.lln e pastor and his flock.”

n the year 250, Cyprian was publicly proscribed by the emperor
Decius, uzder the a y]g:l'lat.ion oP Cmci{iul Cyprian, {ishop orettl‘:e
Cyprians; and the universal cry of the Pagans was, ¢ Cyprian to the
lions, Cyprian to the beasts!” The bishop, however, withdrew from the
rage of the populace, and his effects were immediately confiscated.
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Da er-ﬁ his retirement he wrote thirty cKnom; letters to his flock : but

schisms then crept into the

urch gave him great uneasi-

ness. ‘The rigour of the persecution abating, he returned to Carth.

and did every thing in his power to expel erroneous _opiniona and t;fseé
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Cyprian was brought before the pro-consul Aspasius Paternus, A. D.
257, when being commanded to conform to the religion of the empire,
he boldly made a confession of his faith. This did not occasion his
death, but an order was made for his banishment and he was exiled
to a little city on the Libyan sea. On the death of the pro-consul who
banished him, he returned to Carthage, but was soon after seized, and
carried before the new governor, who condemned him to be beheaded ;
and on the 14th of September, A. D. 258, this sentence was executed.
This bishop was a pious Christian, an excellent philosopher, and an ac-
curate anf eloquent preacher. .. .

His disciples who were martyred in this persecution were, Lucius Fla-
vian, Victoricus, Remus, Montanus, Donatian, Julian, and Primolus.

Perhaps one of the most dreadful events in the history of martyrdom
was that which took place at Utica, where 300 Christians were, by the
orders of the pro-consul, placed around a burning lime-kiln. A pan of
coals and incense being prepared, they were commanded either to sacri-
fice to Jupiter, or to be thrown into the kiln. Unanimously refusing,
they bravely jumped into the pit, and were suffocated immediately,

I-Yructuosus, bishop of Tarragon, in Spain, and his two deacons,
Augarius and Eulogius, for avowing themselves Christians, were con-
sumed by fire. Malchus, Alexander, and Priscius, three Christians of
Palestine, with a woman of the same place, voluntarily avowed them-
selves to be Christians : for which they were sentenced to be devoured
by tigers, which sentence was accordingly executed. Donatilla, Maxima,
and Secunda, three virgins of Tuburga, had gall and vinegar given them
to drink, were then severely scourged, tormented on a gibbet, rubbed
with lime, scorched on a gridiron, worried by wild beasts, and at last
beheaded. Before the last act of barbarity took place they were how-
ever dead, and the headsman was said to admire the singular serenity
of their countenances.

Pontius a native of the city of Simela, near the Alps, being appre-
hended as a Christian, was tortured on the rack, worrimf’s by wild beasts,
half burnt, then beheaded, and his body thrown into the river. Protus
and Hyacinthus likewise suffered martyrdom about.the same period.

A singular and miserable fate befel the emperor Valerian,® who had

¢ A very extraordinary and interesting event occurred in the reign of Valerian, which is
told, though in different ways, I:X Aquilinus, Antoninus, and Bergomensis.—Philippus, the
Eovemor of Alexandria, had a daughter named Eugenia, who was siogularly beautiful in

er person, and had received from her parents an elegant education; but having been much
in the way of the Christians, was brought up to their faith, together with two eunuchs, her
schoolfellows, named Protheus and Hiacinthus; with whom, to avoid the persecutions then
going on, or else from refusing to marry a ptgtn. she eloped, and resorted to hear the
roadings of Helenus, then an aged bishop; aud with this view she put on man's apparel,
and named herself Eugenius, under which name she was at length admitted into a
monm% in the suburbs of Alexandria, where for her learning and virtue, she was made
head of the place.

It is said, that Eugenia, after the martyrdom of her father, returniog to Rome with
Protheus and Hiacinthus, on account of converting Basilla to the Christian faith, was
assailed with sundry kinds of death: first, being tied to a great stone and cast into the
‘liber, whers sho was prevented from drovmingb; then put into the hot baths, which were
extinguished, and she F:;un«l; afterwards by being prevented famishing in prison,
where they say she was fed by a miraculous hand.

.
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so long and so terribly persecuted the Christians. This tyrant, by a
stratagem, was taken prisoner by Sophores, emperor of Persia, who
carried him into his own country, and there treated him with the most
unexampled indignity, makiog him kneel down as the meanest slave, and
treading upon him as a footstool when he mounted his horse, saying, in
a vaunting manner, * This posture is a greater proof which way the
victory went, than all the pictures the Roman artists can draw.” Having
kept him, for the space of seven years, in this abject state of slavery,
he at last caused his eyes to be put out, though he was then eighty-three
years of age; and his desire of revenge not being satisfied, he soon
after ordered his body to be flayed alive, and rubbed with salt, under
which torments he expired ; and thus fell one of the most tyrannical
:;Inu;:zon of Rome, and one of the greatest persecutors of the Christian
jenus, the son of Valerian, succeeded him A. D. 260, and during
his reigns the empire suffered many commotions, particularly earthquakes,
m’lenee,‘ inundations, intestine broils, and incursions of barbarians.
is emperor reflecting, that when his father favoured the Christians, he
, and that when he persecuted them he was unsuccessful, deter-
mined to relax the persecution; so that (a few martyrs excepted) the
church enjoyed peace for some years. The chief of those few martyrs,
was Marinus, a centurion, who being apprehended as a christian, had
but three hours allowed him to deliberate, whether he would sacrifice to
the pagan deities, or become a martyr; and wavering during this interval
a christian prelate placed the gospel and the sword before him, and de-
wmanded which he would choose. Marinus took the sword without hesi-
tation. On meeting again with the governor, he made a noble confession
of his faith, and was soon after beheaded, in the year 262.

ACCOUNT OF THE NINTH GENERAL PERSECUTION

UNDRR TUE ROMAN EMPERORS.

In the year 274, the emperor Aurelian commenced a persecution
ﬁ:’nﬁt the Cbristians : the principal sufferer was Felix, bishop of Rome.

is prelate was advanced to the Roman see in 274, and was beheaded
in the same year on the 22d of December. Agapetus, a young gentle-
man, who sold bis estate and gave the money to the poor, was seized as
a Christian, tortured, and then brought to Preeneste, a city within a
day’s journey of Rome, where he was beheaded, These are the only
martyrs left upon record during this reign, as it was soon put a stop to
by the emperor being murdered by his own domestics, at Byzantium,
Aurelian was succeeded by Tacitus, who was followed by Probus, as

4 This plague affected, more or less, the whole of the Roman provinces, and luted
ten years. In it was particularly violent: and Dionysius, who was bishvp
ia, writing to Hieros, a bishop in Egypt, declares, that at the former city it was
great that there was no house exempt. Although the greatness of the plague affected
Christians, yet it scourged the beathen idolaters much more: bea:a which, the
viour in the one and the other was very different. The Christians, through brotherly
and fm, visited and comforted one another, notwithstanding the great danger that
by so doing.

i,gil&
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was the latter by Carnius: this emperor being struck.with death by
lightning, his sons, Carnius and Numerian, succeeded him ; and during
these reigns the church enjoyed rest*,

Diocletian mounting the imperial throne, A. D. 284, at first shewed
great favour to the Christians. In the year 286, he associated Maximian
with him in the empire; when Felician and Primus, two Christian
brothers, were put to death before any general persecution broke out.
They were seized by an order from the imperial court; and owning
themselves Christians, were scourged, tortured, and finally beheaded.
Marcus and Marcellianus, twin natives of Rome, and of noble descent,
whose parents were heathens, but the tutors, to whom the education of
the chirdren were entrusted, bronght them up as Christians, were also
apprehended on account of their faith, were severely tortured, and then
condemned to death. A respite of a month was obtained for them by
their friends, when their parents and other relations attempted to brin
them back to paganism, but in vain. At last their constancy subdueg
their persuaders, and the whole family became converts to a faith they
had just before opposed.

Tranquillinus, the father of the two young men, was sent for by the
refect to give him an account of the spccess of his endeavours, when
e confessed, that so far from having persuaded his sons to forsake the

faith they had embraced, he was become a Christian himself. He then
stopped till the magistrate had overcome his surprise, and resuming his
discourse, he used such powerful arguments that he made a convert of
the prefect, who soon agr sold his estate, resigned his command, and
spent the remainder of his days in a pious retirement,

The prefect, who succeeded this singular convert, had none of the
disposition of his predecessor: he was morose and severe, and soon
seized l:fon the whole of this Christian race, who were accordingl
martyred by being tied to posts, and having their feet pierced vitz
nails. After remaining in this situation for a day and night, their
sufferings were put an end to by thrusting lances through their bodies.
Zoe, the wife of the gaoler, who had the care of these martyrs, being
greatly edified by their discourse, had a desire to become a Christian:
this, as she was dumb with a palsy, she could only express by gestures.
They gave her instruction in the faith, and told her to pray in her
heart to God to relieve her from her disorder. She did so, and was at
length relieved: for her paralytic disorder by degrees left her, her
speech returned, and like Zacharias she glorified God. .

This enforced her belief, and confirmed her a Christian: and her
husband, finding her cured, became a convert himself. These con-
versions made a great noise, and the proselytes were apprehended.
Zoe was commanded to sacrifice to Mars, which refusing, she was
hanged on a tree, and a fire of straw lighted under her. When her

® This Carnius with his son Numerian, being slain in the East, Carinus, the other son,
reigned alone in Italy; where he overcame SI{illlll striving for the empire, and rei
there with much wickedness till the return of the army from Persia, who then set up
Diocletian as emperor ; by whom Carinus, being forsaken by his host, was overcome, and
at length slain by the hand of the tribune. Thus Carnius, with his two sons, Numerian
and Carinus, ended their lives, their reign continuing only three years.
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body was taken down it was thrown into a river, a large stone being
fastened round her neck.

Tibertius, a native of Rome, was of a family of rank and distinction.
Being accused as a Christian, he was commanded either to sacrifice to
idols, or to walk upon burning coals. He chose the latter, and is said
to bhave walked over them without damage, when Fabian passed sentence
upon him that he should be beheaded; which was executed in the
month of August, A. D. 286, and his body was afterwards buried by
some pious Christians.

A remarkable affair occurred in A.D. 286. A legion of soldiers,
consisting of 6666 men, contained none but Christians. This was
called the Theban legion, because the men had been raised in Thebais:
they were quartered in the East till the emperor Maximian ordered them
to march to Gaul, to assist him against the rebels of Burgundy; when
passing the Alps into Gaul, under the command of Mauritius, Candidus,
and Exuperuis, their commanders, they at length joined the emperor.
About this time, Maximian ordered a general sacrifice, at which the
whole army were to assist; and he commanded that they should take
oaths of allegiance, and swear, at the same time, to assist him in the

3 ion of Christianity in Gaul. Terrified at these orders, each
individual of the Theban legion absolutely refused either to sacrifice, or
take the oaths prescribed. e%'hm so enraged Maximian, that he ordered
the legion to be decimated, that is, every tenth man to be selected from
the rest, and put to the sword. This cruel order having been put into
execution, those who remained alive were still inflexible, when a second
decimation took place, and every tenth man of those living were again
put to the sword.

This second severity made no more impression than the first; the
soldiers preserved their fortitude and their principles; but, by the advice
of their officers, drew np a remonstrance to the emperor, in which the
told him that they were his subjects and his soldiers, but could not at
the same time forget the Almighty; that they received their pay from
him, and their existence from God. ¢ While your commands,”said
they, * are not contradictory to those of our common Master, we shall
always be ready to obey, as we have been hitherto: but when the orders
of our prince and those of the Almighty differ, we must always obey the
latter. Our arms are devoted to the emperor’s use, and shall be
directed against his enemies; but we cannot submit to stain our hands
with Christian blood; and how, indeed, could you, O emperor, be sure
of our allegiance and fidelity, should we violate our obligation to our
God, in whose service we were solemnly engaged before we entered the
army? You command us to search out and to destroy the Christians :
it is not necessary to look any further for persons of that denomination;
we ourselves are such, and we glory in the name. We saw our com-
panions fall without the least opposition or murmuring, and thought
them happy in dying for the sake of Christ. Nothing shall make us lift
up our hands against our sovereign ; we had rather die wro:gﬁxlly, and
by that means preserve our innocence, than live under a load of guilt :
whatever you command we are ready to suffer; we confess ourselves to be
Christians, and therefore cannot persecute Christians, nor sacrifice to idols.”
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Such a declaration it might be presumed would have prevailed with
the emperor, but it had a contrary effect : for, enraged at their perse-
verance and unanimity, he commanded that the whole legion should be
put to death, which was accordingly executed by the other troops, who
cut them to pieces with their swords. This barbarous transaction oc-
cured on the 22d of September, A. D.286 ; and such was the inveterate
malice of Maximian, that he sent to destroy every man of a few detach-
ments that had been drafted from the Theban legion, and despatched to
Italy. A veteran soldier of another legion, whose name was Victor, met
the executioners of this blood‘y business. As they agepeared rather merry,
he enquired into the cause of their jocularity, and being informed of the
whole affair, he sharply reproved them for their barbarity. This excited
their curiosity to ask him if he was of the same faith as those who had
suffered. On answering in the affirmative, several of the soldiers fell
upon him, and despatched him.

ALBAN, from whom St. Alban’s received its name, was the first British
martyr. This island had received the gospel of Christ from Lucius, the
first Christian king, but did not suffer by the rage of persecution. This
man was originally a pagan, but being of a very humane disposition, he
sheltered a Christian ecclesiastic, named Amphibalus, whom some officers
were in pursuit of on account of his religion. The pious example, and
edifying discourses of the refugee, made a great impression on the mind
of lean ; he longed to become a member of a religion which charmed
him ; the fugitive minister, happy in the opportunity, took great pains to
instruct him ; and before his tfiscovery, periected Alban’s conversion.

Alban now took a firm resolution to preserve the sentiments of a
Christian, or to die the death of a martyr. The enemies of Amphibalus
having intelligence of the place where he was secreted, came to the
house of Alban, in order to apprehend him. The noble host, desirous
of protecting his guest and convert, changed clothes with him in order
to facilitate his escape; and when the soldiers came, offered himself up
as the person for whom they were seeking. Being accordingly carried
before the governor, the deceit was immediately discovered; and
Amphibalus being absent, that officer determined to wreak his vengeance
upon Alban : wigx this view he commanded the prisoner to advance to
the altar, and sacrifice to the pagan deities. The brave Alban, however
declared that he would not comply with the idolatrous injunction, but
boldly professed himself to be a Christian. The governor therefore
ordered him to be scourged, but he bore the punishment with great for-
titude, and seemed to acquire new resolution from his sufferings: he
was then beheaded. The venerable Bede states, that upon this octasion,
the executioner suddenly became a convert to christianity, and entreated
permission either to die for Alban or with him. Obtaining the latter
request, they were beheaded by a soldier, who voluntarily undertook
the task. 'ﬂ:is happened on the 22d of June, A. D. 287, at Verulam,
now St. Alban’s, where a magnificent church was erected to his memor
about the time of Constantine the Great. This edifice was destroy,
in the Saxon wars, but was rebuilt by Offa, king of Mercia, and a monas-
tel¥ erected adjoining to it, some remains of which are still visible.

AITH, a christian female, of Acquitain, in France, being informed
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that there was a design to seize her, anticipated the intention, by sur-
rendering herself a prisoner; and being inflexible in her faith, was or-
dered to be broiled upon a gridiron, and then beheaded, which sentence
was executed A. D. 287. Capacius, a Christian, concealed himself from
the persecutors, but being informed of the fortitude of Faith, he openly
avowed his religion, and delivered himself up to the governor, who had
him first tortured, and then beheaded. Quintin was a Christian, and a
vative of Rome, but he determined to attempt the propagation of the

im Gaul. He accordingly went to Picardy, attended by one Lucian,
and they preached ther at Amiens; after which Lucian went to
Beauvais where he suffered martyrdom. Quintin, however, remained in
Picardy, and was very zealous in his ministry. His continual prayers to
theAlmgehty were to increase his faith, and strengthen his faculties to pro-
paglm goorel. Being seized upon as a Christian, he was stretched
with pullies till his joints were dislocated : his body was then torn with
wire , and boiling oil and pitch poured on his naked flesh :
lighted were aﬁglied to his sides and arm-pits ; and after he had
been thus tortured, was remanded back to prison. He died of
his wounds and bruises at a village not far from Amiens, before the year
was closed, and his body was thrown, by order of Varus the governor,
ito the river Somme.

ACCOUNT OF THE TENTH GENERAL PERSECUTION

UNDER THE ROMAN EMPERORS,

Notwithstanding the efforts of the heathen to exterminate the Chris-
tians and abolish their mode of faith, yet they increased so greatly as to
render themselves formidable by their numbers. They, however, forgot
the precepts of their Redeemer, and instead of adopting his humility,
they gave themselves up to vain attire, living sumptuously, building
stately edifices for churches, and thus provoking envy and hatred.
Galerius, the adopted son of Diocletian, stimulated by his mother, a

i , persuaded the emperor to commence the persecution.
It began on the 23d of February A. D. 303, being the day on which
the Terminalia were celebrated, and on which, as the pagans boasted,
lb%:oped to put a termination to christiani_g.

persecution opened in Nicomedia. e prefect of that city re-
paired on a certain morning to the Christians’ church, which his officers
were commanded to break open, and then commit the sacred books it con-
tained to the flames. Diocletian and Galerius, who were present, ordered
their attendants to level the church with the ground. is was followed
bz a severe edict, commanding the destruction of all other christian
cburches and books ; and an order soon succeeded, the object of which
was to render Christians of all denominations outlaws, and conseqqengly,
to make them incapable of holding any place of trust, profit, or dignity,
or of receiving any protection from the legal institutions of the realm,
An immediate martyrdom was the result of this edict; for a bold Chris-
tian not ouly tore it down from the place to which it was affixed, but
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.execrated the name of the emperor for his injustice and crueit?' : hewas
in consequence seized, severely tortured, and then burnt alive. The
Christian prelates were likewise apprehended and imprisoned ; and
Galerius privately ordered the imperial palace to be set on fire, that the
Christians might be chargled as the incendiaries, and a plausible pretext
given for carrying on the persecution with the greatest severity. A
general sacrifice was then commanded, which occasioned various martyr-
doms. Among others, a Christian named Peter was tortured, broiled,
and then burnt; several deacons and presbyters were seized and executed
by various means ; and the bishop of- Nicomedia himself was beheaded.
So great was the Ylersecution that there was no distinction made of age
or sex, but all fell indiscriminate sacrifices to their opinions. Many
houses were set on fire, and whole christian families perished in the
flames; others had stones fastened about their necks, and were driven into
the sea. The persecution became general in all the Roman provinces, but
more particularly in the East; and as it lasted ten years, it is impossible
to ascertain the numbers martyred, or to enumerate the various modes
of martyrdom : some were beheaded in Arabia; many devoured by wild
beasts in Pheenicia ; great numbers were broiled on gridirons in Syria ;
others had their bones broken, and in that manner were left to expire, in
Cappadocia; and in Mesopotamia several were hung with their heads
downwards over slow fires, and suffocated. In Pontus, a variety of tor-
tures were used ; pins were thrust under the nails of the prisoners,
melted lead was poured upon them, and other exquisite tortures were
inflicted, without however shaking their faith. In Egypt, some Chris-
tians were buried alive in the earth, others were drowned in the Nile,
many were hung in the air till they perished, and great numbers were
thrown into large fires, and suffocating kilns. Scourges, racks, daggers,
swords, poison, crosses, and famine, were made use of in various parts
to destroy the Christians; and invention was exhausted to devise new
tortures against them.

A town of Phrygia, consisting entirely of Christians, was surrounded
by a number of pagan soldiers, who set it on fire, and all the inhabitants
perished in the flames.

At last, several governors of provinces represented to the imperial
court, that ‘‘ it was unfit to pollute the cities with the blood of the in-
habitants, or to defame the government of the emperors with the death
of so many subjects.” Hence many were respited from execution ; but
though they were not put to death, they were subjected to every species
of indignity and suffering. Many had their ears cut off, their noses slit,
their right eyes put out, their limbs dislocated, and their flesh seared in
conspicuous places with red hot irons.

Among the most distinguished persons, who forfeited their lives during
this bloody persecution, was Sebastian, a celebrated holy man, born
at Narbonne in Gaul, instructed in the principles of christianity at
Milan, and afterwards an officer of the imperial guard at Rome. He
remained a true Christian in the midst of idolatry, unallured by the
splendour of a court, and untainted by evil examples around him ;
esteemed by the most eminent, beloved by his equals, and admired by
his inferiors, he lived happily, and kept his faith and station, till the
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tigour of persecution deprived him of the latter with his life. He was
informed against, and betrayed to Fabian the Roman pretor, by Tor-
quatus, a pretended Christian ; but being of a rank too considerable to
be put to death without the emperor’s express orders, Diocletian was
uainted with the persecution. ,
hearing the accusation, he sent for Sebastian, and charged him
with ingratitude in betraying the confidence reposed in him, and being
an enemy to the gods of the empire and to himself. To this he answered
that his religion was not of a pernicious tendency but the opposite ;
that it did not stimulate him to any thing against the welfare of the
ire or the emperor, and that the greatest proof he could give
of his fidelity, was praying to the only true Gm‘lp for the health and
prosperity of his person and government. Incensed at this reply, the
emperor ordered him to be taken to a field near the city, termed the
Campus Martius, and there to be shot to death with arrows; which
sentence was speedily executed. A few Christians attending at the
ace of execution, in order to give his body burial, perceived signs of
ife m him, and removing him to a place of security, they in a short
time effected his recovery, and prepared him for a second martyrdom.
So soon as he was able to walk, he placed himself in the emperor’s way
a he was going to the temple. . The unexpected appearance of a person
sapposed to be dead, greatly astonished the emperor, nor did the words
of the martyr less surprise iim; for he began with great severity to re-
prebend him for his various cruelties, and for his unreasonable prejudices
against christianity. Having overcome his surprise, he ordered Sebas-
tian to be seized, carried to a place near the palace, and beaten to
death. That the Christians should not either bury or recover his body,
be ordered that it should be thrown into a common sewer. Neverthe-
less, a christian lady, named Lucina, found means to remove it and
bary it in the catacombs.

At this time the Christians, upon mature consideration, thought it
unlawful to bear arms under a heathen emperor. Their reasons were :
—That thereby were under the necessity of profaning the Christian
sabbath.—That they were obliged, with the rest of the army, frequently
to be present at idolatrous sacrifices before the temples of idols—That
they were compelled to follow the imperial standards, which were dedi-
cated to heathen deities, and bore their representations. These reasons
induced many to refuse to enter into the imperial army; the Roman
constitation obliging all young men, of a certain stature, to make several

* Mathun

AxIMILIAN, the son of Fabius Victor, being pointed out as a proper
person to bear arms, was ordered by Dion, the pro-consul, to be mea-
sured, that he might be enlisted in the service. He,however, boldly
declared himself a Christian, and refused to do military duty. Being
found of the proper height, Dion gave directions that he should be
marked as a soldier, according to the usual custom. He strenuously
opposed this order, and told Dion that he could not possibly engage in
the service. The pro-consul instantly replied, that he should either serve
as a soldier, or die for disobedience. ‘Do as you please with me
(replied Maximilian) ; behead me if you think proper; I am already a
soldier of Christ, and cannot serve any other power.”
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- Dion, wishing notwithstanding to save the younﬁl man, commanded
his father to use his authority over him, to persuade him to comply; but
Victor coolly replied, ¢ My son knows best what he has to do.” Dion
again demanded of Maximilian, with some acrimony, if he was yet dis-
posed to receive the mark. To which the young man replied, he had
already received the mark of Christ. ¢ Have you! (exclaimed the pro-
consul in a rage) then I shall quickly send you to Christ.” ¢ As soon
as you please (answered Maximilian), that is all I wish or desire.” The
pro-consul then pronounced this sentence upon him, ¢ that for disobe-
dience in refusing to bear arms, and for professing the christian faith,
he should lose his head.” This sentence he heard with great intrepidity,
and exclaimed with apparent rapture, * God be praised !”

At the place of execution, he exhorted those who were Christians to
remain so; and such as wese not, to embrace a faith which led to eternal
salvation. Then addressing his father with a cheerful countenance, he
desired that the military habit intended for him might be given to the
executioner ; and after taking leave of him, said, he hoped they should
meet again in the other world, and be happy to all eternity. He then
received the fatal stroke. The father beheld the execution with amazing
fortitude, and saw the head of his son severed from his body without any
emotion, but such as seemed to proceed from a conscious pleasure in
being the parent of one whose piety and courage rendered him so great
an example for the christian world.

Virus, a Sicilian of a considerable famili, was trained a Christian
from his infancy. His virtues increased with his years, his constancy
supported him under all afflictions, and his faith was superior to the
utmost perils and trials. Hylas, his father, who was a pagan, finding
that he had been instructed in the principles of christianity by his nurse,
used all his endeavours to bring him back to paganism ; but finding all
efforts in vain, he forgot the feelings of a parent, and informed against
him to Valerian, governor of Sicily, who was very active in persecuting
the Christians at this period. When apprehended upon the information
of his father, Vitus was little more than twelve years of age; the go-
vernor therefore thought to frighten him out of his faith, and accordingly
threatened and ordered him to be severely scourged. After this, the
governor sent him back to his father, thinking that what he had suffered
would make him change his principles; but in this he was mistaken ;
and Hylas, finding his son inflexible, basely allowed nature to sink under
superstition, and determined to sacrifice his son to the idols. On being
apprised of his design, Vitus escaped to Lucania, where being seized,
he was, by order of Valerian, put to death, June 14, A. D 303. His
nurse, Crescentia, who brought ‘;xim up as a Christian, and Modestus, a
pet";on who eac;ped wi:} him, v;ere lmart at lthe same time.

ICTOR, & Christian of good family at Marseilles,who t t rm
of the night in visiting the aﬂiicted,ymd confirming the:g:e:kg;w:n his
fortune in relieving the distresses of poor Christians. His beneficence
becoming known, he was seized by the emperor’s orders, and carried
before two prefects, who advised him to embrace paganism, and not for-
feit the favour of his prince, on account of a dead man, as they styled
Christ. In answer he replied, ‘ That he preferred the service of that
man, who was in reality the Son of God, and had risen from the grave,
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to all the advan he could receive from the emperor’s favour: that
he was a eoldier of Christ, and would therefore take care that the post
be held under an earthly prince, should never interfere with his duty to
the King of heaven.” For this reply, Victor was loaded with reproaches,
but being a man of rank, he was sent to the emperor to receive his
final sentence. When brought before him, the emperor, under the
severest penalties, commanded him to sacrifice to the Roman idols; -
and on his refusal, Maximilian ordered him to be bound, and dragged
through the streets. During the execution of this order, he was treated
by the enraged populace with all manner of indignities. Remainin
inflexible, his courage was deemed obstinacy: to which he repliedg,
«¢ That the ready disposition of the disciples of Christ to undergo any
sufferings for his sake, and the joy with which they met the most igno-
minijous and painful death, were sufficient proofs of their assurance of
the object of that hope.” He added, ¢ That he was ready to give an
example of what he had said in his own person.” When stretched on
the rack, he tarmed his eyes towards heaven, and prayed to God to give
bim patience; after which he underwent the tortures with admirable
fortitude. The executioners being tired with mu!tiﬁlying his tortures,
be was taken from the rack to a dungeon. During his confinement, he
couvinced his gaolers, named Alexander, Felician, and Longinus. This
affair coming to the knowlege of the emperor, he ordered them to be
puat to death, and the gaolers were immediately beheaded. Victor was
afterwards again put to the rack, beaten with clubs, and then sent to
bis dungeon. Being a third time examined, he persevered in his prin-
ciples: a small altar was then brought, and he was commanded to offer
incense upon it immediately; but instead of complying he boldly

forward, and with his foot overthrew both altar and idol!

emperor, who was present, was so enraged at this, that he
ordered the foot which had kicked the altar, to be immediately cut off;
and Victor was afterwards sentenced to be thrown into a mill, and
crushed to pieces with the stones. This horrid sentence was carried
into execation: Victor was thrown into the mill, but part of the appa-
ratus breaking, he was drawn from it terribly bruised ; and the emperor,
not baving patience to stay till the machinery was repaired, ordered his
bead to be struck off without delay.

While Maximus, governor of Cilicia, was at Tarsus, three Christians
were brought before him by Demetrius, a military officer. Tarachus
eldest and first in rank, was addressed by Maximus, who asked him
he was. The prisoner replied, « a Christian.” This reply offending
governor, he again made the demand, and was answered in a similar
ner. The governor then told him, that he ought to sacrifice to the
, as the only way to promotion, riches, and honours; and that
emperors themselves did what he recommended him to perform.
Tarachus answered, that avarice was a sin, and gold itself an idol as
abominable as any other; since it promoted frauds, treacheries, rob-
beries, and murders; it induced men to deceive each other, by which
in time they deceived themselves, and bribed the weak to their own
eternal destruction. As for promotion, he desired it not, as he could
not in conscience accept of any place which would subject him to pay
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adoration to idols; and with regard to honours, he desired none greater
than the honourable title of Christian. As to the emperors themselves
being pagans, he added, with the same undaunted spirt, that they were
deceived in adoring senseless idols, and evidently misled by the machi-
nations of the devil himself. For the boldness of this speech, his jaws
were ordered to be broken. He was then stripped, scourged, loaded
with chains, and thrown into a dismal dungeon, to remain there till the
trials of the other two prisoners. Probus was then brought before
Maximus, who, as usual, asked his name. Undauntedly the prisoner
answered, the most valuable name he could boast of was that of a
Christian. To this Maximus replied in the following words, * Your
name of Christian will be of little service to you, be therefore guided by
me; sacrifice to the gods, engage my friendship, and the favour of the
emperor.” Probus nobly answered, ‘‘ that as he had relinquished a
considerable fortune to become a soldier of Christ, it might appear
evident, that he neither cared for his friendship, nor the favour of the
emperor.” Probus was then scourged; and Demetrius, the officer,
observing to him how his blood flowed, advised him to comply; but his
only anwer was, that those severities were agreeable to him. *‘ What!”
cried Maximus, ‘“ does he still persist in his madness?” To which
Probus rejoined, ¢ that character is wrongly bestowed on one who re-
fuses to worship idols, or what is worse, devils.” After being scourged
on every part of his body, suffering with as much intrepidity as before,
and still repeating, ¢ the more my body suffers and loses blood, the
more my soul will w vigorous, and be a gainer,” he was committed
to gaol, loaded with irons, and his hands and feet were stretched on
the stocks.

Andronicus was next brought up, when being asked the usual ques-
tions, he said, I am a Christian, a native of Ephesus, and descended
from one of the first families in that city.,” He was ordered to undergo
punishments similar to those of Tarachus and Probus, and then was
remanded to prison. Having been confined some days, the three
prisoners were again brought before Maximus, who n to reason
with Tarachus, saying, that as age was honoured from the supposition
of its being accompanied by wisdom, he was in hopes that what had
already past must, upon deliberation, have caused a change in his sen-
timents. Finding himself mistaken, he ordered him to be tortured by
various means; fire was placed in the palms of his hands; he was hung
up by his feet, and smoaked with wet straw; a mixture of salt and
vin was poured into his nostrils; and in this state he was remanded
to his dungeon. Probus being called, and asked if he would sacrifice,
replied, ¢ I come better prepared to die than before; for what I have
already suffered, has only confirmed and strengthened me in my reso-
lution. Employ your whole power upon me, and you will find, that
neither you, nor your masters the emperors, nor the gods whom you
serve, nor the devil who is your father, shall oblige me to adore idols
whom I know not.” The governor however attempted to reason with
him, paid extravagant praises to the pagan deities, and pressed him to
sacrifice to Jupiter; but Probus turned his causuistry into ridicule, and
said, ¢ Shall I pay divine honours to Jupiter, to one who married his
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own sister to an infamous debauchee, as he is even acknowledged to
have done by your own priests and poets.” Provoked at this speech,
the governor ordered him to be struck upon the mouth, for uttering
what he called blasphemy: his body was then seared with hot irons, he
was put to the rack, and afterwards scourged; his head was then
shaved, and red hot coals placed upon the crown; and after all these
tortures, he was remanded to prison.

When Andronicus was again brought before Maximus, the latter
attempted to deceive him, by pretending that Tarachus and Probus
had repented of their obstinacy, and owned the gods of the empire.
To this the prisoner answered, ‘‘ Lay not, O governor, such a weakness
to the charge of those who have appeared before me in this cause, nor
imagine it to be in your power to shake my fixed resolution with artful

I cannot believe that they have disobeyed the laws of their
fathers, renounced their hopes in our God, and consented to your ex-
travagant orders: nor will nver fall short of them in faith and de-
pendence upon our common Saviour. Thus armed, I neither know
your gods nor fear your authority; fulfil your threats, execute your
most sanguinary inventions, and employ every cruel art in your power
on.me; I am prepared to bear it for the sake of Christ.” For this
answer he was cruelly scourged, and his wounds were afterwards rubbed
with salt; but being well again in a short time, the governor reproached
the gaoler for having suffered some physician to attend to him. The
gaoler declared, that no person whatever had been near him, or the
other prisoners, and that he would forfeit his head if any allegation of
. the kind could be proved against him. Andronicus corroborated the
testimony of the faoler, and added, that the God whom he served was
the most powerful of physicians.

These intrepid Christians were brought to a third examination, when
they retainedp their constancy, were again tortured, and at length
ordered for execution. Being brought to the amphitheatre, several
beasts were let loose upon them; but none of the animals, though
hungry, would touch them. Maximus was so surprised and incensed
at this circumstance, that he severely reprehended the keeper, and
ordered him to produce a beast that would execute the business for
which he was wanted. The keeper then brought out a large bear, that
had that day destroyed three men; but this creature, and a fierce
lioness, also refused to touch the Christians. Finding the design of
destroying them by the means of wild beasts ineffectual, Maximus
ordered them to be slain by a sword, which was accordingly done on
the 11th of October, A.D 303. The resolute martrys all declared
that as death was the common lot of men, they wished to meet it for
the sake of Christ; and to resign that life to faith, which must other-
wise be the prey of disease.

Romaxus, a native of Palestine, was deacon of the church of Ceesarea,
at the commencement of Diocletian’s persecution. He was at Antioch
when the imperial order arrived for sacrificing to idols, and was greatly
afflicted to see many Christiaus, through fear, submit to the idolatrous
mandate, and deny their faith to preserve their existence. While cen-
suring some for their conduct, he was informed against to the emperor,
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and soon after apprehended. Being brought to the tribunal, he con-
fessed himself a ghristian, and said he was willing to suffer any thing
which be was pleased to inflict upon him for his confession. When
condemned for his faith, he was scourged, put to the rack, his bod
torn with hooks, his flesh cut with knives, gis face scarified, his tee
beat from their sockets, and his hair plucked up by the roots. Thus
cruelly mangled, he turned to the governor, and calmly thanked him
for wﬂat be had done, and for having opened so many mouths to
preach the doctrines of christianity; ¢for,” said he, ¢ every wound is a
mouth, to sing the praises of the Lord.” .

The following circumstance, which happened upon this occasion, is

related by Prudentius and other writers. manus offered to stand to
the decision of a young child, whose age must be free from malice, and
to put the truth of the Christian religion uxon that test. Ascepiades is
saig to have accepted of the proposal. A child about seven years of
age was called out of the crowd, and being asked whether he thought
it to be true, that men ought to worship but one God in Christ, or to
worship man he answered, that he thought, whatsoever men
affirm to be , must be but one, and as this one is Christ, he must
of necessity be God; ¢ for that there are many gods,” continued the
boy, ‘“we children cannot believe.” The governor amazed at this, -
was highly enraged with the child, and calling him a little villain
and a young traitor, asked him who taught him that lesson. To
which the cgild replied, “My mother, with whose milk I sucked in
this lesson, that I must believe in Christ.” This so incensed the
governor, that he ordered the infant to be severely whipped; insomuch
that the beholders could not refrain from tears, the mother of the child
only excepted, who reproved him for asking for a draught of water,
charging Kim to thirst for that cup which the infants of Bethlehem had
drank of, and bidding him remember Isaac, who willingly offered
himself to death by his father’s hand. While the woman was giving
her son this lesson, the executioner plucked the skin and hair from the
crown of his head; his mother at the same time saying to him, ¢ though
you suffer here, my child, you shall shortly be with him, who shall adorn
thy naked head with a crown of eternal glory.” Upon which the child
smiled upon her and his executioners, and bore their stripes with silent
fortitude. Romanus soon after was ordered to be strangled, and the
child to be beheaded; which sentence was executed on the 17th of
November, A. D. 303.
" Marcellinus was an ecclesiastic at Rome; being apprehended on ac-
count of his religion, he was ordered to be privat:ry executed in the
forest, and was accordingly beheaded there. Peter, a Christian, appre-
hended for the same cause, was executed at the same time and place.
Also about this period, Smagardus, Largus, and Cyracus, a deacon of
the c{l‘}eristian church, were martyred; but the mode of their death is not
specified.

Susanna, the niece of Caius, bishop of Rome, was enjoined by the
emperor Diocletian to marry a noble pagan, who was nearly related to
him: but she refused the honour, on account of being a Christian, which
so enraged the emperor, that she was immediately afterwards belieaded
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by his order. Dorotheus, chamberlain of the housebold to Diocletian,
was a Christian, and took great pains to make converts. He was assisted
by Gorgonius, another Christian belonging to the palace: they were both
high in the emperor’s favour, but they soon proved that worldly honours
and temporary pleasures were nothing when set in competition with
the joys of immortality; for being informed against, they were first
tortured and then strangled. Peter, an eunuch belonging to the em-
peror, was a Christian of singular humility, insomuch that he did any
servile office to serve the né?cwd, and gave whatever he possgssed to
those who needed assistance. Having been informed against, and con-
fessing the charge, he was scourged till his flesh was torn in a terrible
manner; then salt and vinegar were thrown upon the wounds, and after
suffering these tortures with the utmost tranquillity, he was laid on a
gridiron, and broiled over a slow fire till he expired in the greatest
agony.

Cy;zim, known by the title of magician, to distinguish him from
Cypnrian, b'-hog of Carthage, was a native of Antioch. He received
amen.l education in his youth, and applied himself to astrology; after
which he travelled through India, ny , and Greece. He zzrwards
settled near Babylon, and being skil ecr in Chaldean mysteries, he em-
ployed his talents in endeavouring to draw women from chastity and
conjugal faith, and in persecuting the Christians and ridiculing chris-
tianity. He became acquainted with Justina, a young lady of Antioch,
of high birth, beauty, and accomplishments, who had been educated in
idolatry; but being converted to cgristianity, she induced her father and
mother to embrace the same faith. Her modesty was remarkable. A

gentleman strongly attached to her, not being able to obtain
a favourable return to his addresses, applied for assistance to Cyprian,
who undertook the design, but with a treacherous intent: for under the
Ernce of acting for his friend, he determined if possible, to possess the
y himself. To effect this, he employed all his skill ; but his endeavours
E:ving ineffectual, he was convinced that a superior power protected
from his evil intentions. Consequent reflection, caused him to search
into the truths of christianity, and his enquiry became so beneficial, that
be renounced ism. His repentance was sincere; he determined to
reform his conduct, and to make every amends in his power for the crimes
be had committed. He burnt his books of astrology and magic, received
ism, and became animated with a powerful spirit of piety. The
comversion of Cyprian had a great effect on the pagan gentleman who
paid his addresses to Justina, and he also in a short time embraced
christianity. During the persecution of Diocletian, Cyprian and Justina
were seized upon as Christians, when the former was torn with pincers,
and the latter chastised; and after suffering other torments, both were

ius was an officer in the Roman army, and attended the emperor
Maximian into Syria. Being accused as a Christian, he was ordered to
sacrifice to Jupiter; but refusing, he was stripped of his military habit,
and, in derision, dressed in woman’s clothes. He was then compelled
to walk a considerable way with nails in his sandals, and had an end
put to his sufferings by being beheaded. Bacchius, an officer of the
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same rank with Sergius, being apprehended at the same time, underwent
similar sufferings, and was beheaded on the same day, A. D. 303.
A Spanish lady of a Christian family, named Eulalia, who was remark-
- able in her youth for sweetness of temper and solidity of understanding,
was apprehended as a Christian. e magistrate attempted, by the
mildest means, to bring her over to paganism, but she answered him in
so ironical a manner, and ridiculed the pagan deities with such wit,
that, incensed at her behaviour, he ordered her to be tortured. Ac-
cordingly her sides were torn by hooks, and her breasts burnt in the most
shocking manner, till the fire catching her head and face, she expired.
This happened in December A. D. 303.

The emperor Diocletian becoming ill, in the year 304, the Persecution
was carried on by Galerius, and the governors of the several provinces,
when many fell victims to the zeal or malice of the persecutors: among
whom the following persons are enumerated :—

Vincent, a Spanish Christian, brought up by Valerius, bishop of
Saragossa, who, on account of his great merits, ordained him a deacon.
When the persecution reached Spain, Dacian, the governor of Tarragona,
ordered Valerius the bishop, and Vincent the deacon, to be seized, loaded
with irons, and imprisoned. Some time after Dacian examined them with
great asperit{, and threatened them with death, unless they renounced
their principles. Vincent undertaking to speak for both, avowed their
full determination to persist in the faith. ereupon, Dacian, in a rage
at his freedom of speech, declared that unless he immediately offered
incense to the gods, he should fall a sacrifice. But the prisoners being
firm in their resolution, Valerius was banished, and the whole of Dacian’s
rage directed against Vincent, who was racked, had his limbs dislocated,
his flesh torn with hooks, and was laid on a gridiron, which had not
only a fire placed under it, but spikes at the top, which run into his
ﬂesﬂ. These torments neither destroying him nor changing his resolu-

tion, he was remanded to prison, and confined in a dark dungeon.

Orders were also given not to allow him any provisions whatever, and

that the news of his death should be carried to Dacian as soon as known.

When the keepers thought him starved they entered the dungeon, but

instead of seeing a corpse as they exgected, they beheld Vincent at
rayers, his wounds in a great measure healed, and his body in tolerable
ealth.

This speedy recovery and preservation had such an effect upon the
keepers, that it became the means of their conversion. Dacian however,
instead of being softened, was enraged at the trinmph of Vincent over
his cruelties, and gave orders for new tortures to be prepared, so severe
as to compel him to sink under them. But his malice was again dis-
apiointed, for before the instruments could be prepared,” God took him
to himself, and he died with all the serenity of a good conscience, and
with as much calmness as if he had only fallen into a gentle sleep.
Dacian then ordered that his body should be exposed in the fields to the
birds of prey; but they not offering to touch it, he commanded that it
should be thrown into the river, which was done accordingly. His death
happened on the 22nd of January, 304,

t was in this year the persecution of Diocletian began again to prevail,
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and many Christians were put to cruel tortures, and the most painful
deaths; the most eminent and particular of these were, Saturninus, a
priest of Albilina in Africa. He used to preach and administer the
sacrament to a society of Christians, who privately assembled at the
house of Octavius Felix; for the severity of the times was such, that
they could not publicly observe their religious duties. Having been
informed against, Saturninus, with four of his children, and several other
persons, were apprehended; and that their punishment might be the
more exemplary and public, they were sent to Carthage, the capital of
Africa, where they were examined before Anulinus, the pro-consul of
that quarter.

Saturninus, on the examination, gave such spirited answers, and vin-
dicated the christian religion with eloquence that shewed he was worthy
to preside over an assembly possessing a faith of purity and truth,
Anulinus, enraged at his arguments, ordered him to be silenced by being

ut to a variety of tortures, such as scourging, tearing his flesh with

ks, and burning with hot irons. Having been thus inhumanly

treated, he was remanded to prison and there starved to death. His

four children, notwithstanding they were variously tormented, remained

steady in their faith; on which they were sent to the dungeon in which

tl:lneir father was confined, where they calmly and even cheerfully shared
is fate.

There were eight other Christians tortured on the same day as Satur-
ninus, and much in the same manner. Two expired on the spot through
the severity of their sufferings, and the other six being remanded to
prison, were suffocated for want of a pure air. Thelico, a pious Chris-
tian; Dativus, a noble Roman senator; Victoria, a young lady of con-
siderable family and fortune, with some others of less consideration, who
had been all auditors of Saturninus, were seized at the time, tortured in
a similar manner, and perished by the same means. About the same
time three sisters, Chionia, Agape, and Irene, were seized at Thes-
salonica. They had been educated in the christian faith, but had taken
great precautions to remain unknown. They therefore retired to a soli-
tary place, and spent their hours in performing religious duties. Being,
however, discovered and seized, they renounced their former timidity,
blamed themselves for being fearful, and begged of God to strengthen
them against the great trial they had to undergo.

When Agape was examined before Dulcatius, the governor, and was
asked whether she was disposed to comply with the law of the land, and
obey the mandate of the emperor, she answered, That being a Christian,
she could not comply with any law which commanded the worship of
udols and devils; that her resolution was fixed, and nothing should (reter
her from maintaining it. Her sister Chionia answered in the same
manner; when the governor, not being able to draw them from their
faith, pronounced sentence of condemnation on them, in consequence
of which they were burnt, March 25, A. D. 304.

Irene was then brought before the governor, who fancied that the
death of her sisters would have an effect upon her fears, and that the
dread of similar suffering would engage her to comKly with his proposals.
He therefore exhorted her to acknowledge the heathen deities, to sacrifice
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to them, to partake of the victims, and to deliver up her books relative
to christianity. . But she firmly refused to comply with any of thenl.
The governor then asked her, who persuaded her and her sisters to keep
those books and writings. She answered, It was that God who com-
manded them to love him to the last; for which reason she was resolved
to submit to be burned alive rather than give them up into the hands of
his professed enemies. When the governor found that he could make
no impression on her, he ordered her to be exposed naked in the streets;
which shameful order having been executed, she was burnt, April 1,
A. D. 304, on the same spot where her sisters had suffered before her.

Agatho, a man of a pious turn of mind, with Cassice, Philippa, and
Eutychia, were martyred about the same time; as was Marcellinus,
bishop of Rome, who succeeded Caius in that see. He was greatly
perplexed during this persecution; and having strongly resisted paying
divine honours to Diocletian, who wished to exact them from the people,
and to appear as a god, he was at length seized and committed to a
dungeon. He suffered martyrdom, by a variety of tortures, in the
year 304,

Theodotus, a Dalmatian, kept an inn at Ancyra. Being a Christian,
and of a very humane disposition, he devoted a great part of his time to
visit the afflicted, and a great part of his property to relieve the poor.
Theotecnus, governor of these parts, whose cruelty was equalled by
nothing but his bigotry, received the mandate for persecuting the Chris-
tians with great satisfaction, and wrote the emperor word that he would
do his utmost endeavours to root out christianity from every place under
his jurisdiction. Thus encouraged by the governor, the pagans began
to inform against and persecute the Christians. Great numbers were
seized and im&ri&oned; their goods were destroyed, and their estates
confiscated. Many fled to the woods, or retired to caves, where some
supported themselves by feeding upon roots, and others perished by
famine., Many were starved in the city, by means of the following
singular stratagem : the governor gave orders that no provisions what-
ever should be exposed to sale in the markets, without having been first
consecrated to the idols; hence the Christians were compelled to eat
idolatrous food, or to starve and perish. The latter dreadful alternative
was chosen by most of them, who, to preserve the urity of their faith,
heroically gave up their lives, It was in these dreaJ}ul times, Theodotus
did all that he could to comfort the imprisoned, and buried the bodies
of several who had been martyred, though it was forbidden on pain of
death. He likewise privately assisted many with food; for having laid
in a great stock of corn and wine, he sold it at a low price, and often
gave it away.

Polychronicus, a Christian, being seized, forfeited his faith, in order
to preserve his life, and informed against his friend Theodotus, who
bearing of this treachery, surrendered himself to the governor of his
own accord. On his arnval in the court, he surveyed the instruments
of torture with a smile, and seemed totally regardless of their operation.
When placed at the bar, the governor informed him, that it was still in
his power to save himself, by sacrificing to the gods of the empire.
‘““And, (he continued,) 