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PREFACE.

TiHE edition of the following excellent

and celebrated work, copied by the present

editor, was published in Boston, 1743, with a

preface by the Rev. Thomas Foxcroft.
From this preface it appears, that this work,

had at that period passed through numerous
editions in various countries, and been revised

and enlarged, by the author, and an Appen-
dix added, containing " practical reflections,

and proper uses of the whole." The copy
was also corrected, and the diction, in some
instances, improved by Mr. Foxcroft, without,

however, in any instance, altering the sense.

The same liberty has been taken in a few cases,

in the present edition.

The following account of this work is from
Mr. Foxcroft's preface. " The first and other

editions of the present treatise were anony-
mous : But I have taken the freedom to prefix

the reputed writer's name to this ; though not

so much upon the credit of tradition and com-
mon fame, as of an express testimony, which
the Rev. Daniel Burgess Iias left us of the

fact ; who having discovered the author about
the year 1693, corresponded with him, then
living in Holland, and drew him out of his

concealment. In his edition of the treatise,

entitled, Tbe co7if,rming Work of Religion^ he
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has, to do honour to the writer, inserted in the

title page this clause, "Written by R. Flem-
ing, author of The Fulfilling of the Scrip-

tures." And in his epistle to the reader he
has the following paragraphs, which I take

leave to transcribe into mine.
" The highest angels are most humble crea-

tures. The church of God is full of their

services ; but knoweth next to nothing of their

names. Their works praise their Lord and
ours, but not themselves. And if the evangel-

ical author of this book could have had his

will, the churches of Christ should not have
had his name. He would have kept himself

together a benefactor and a sort of stranger

inito them.
" Against his will it came to be known, that

his book of The Fulfilling of the Scriptures was
his. And by the divine providence it was
made necessary, that his latter works should
bear his name. Obscurity was his aiTibition

;

though his gifts and graces prove too big and
too bright to be covered. And, in short, it

hath pleased the supreme Ruler, and fountain

of honour, to honour him whether he would
or no.

" The book first named (The Fulfilling of
the Scriptures,) is followed with the eulogies

of the greatest divines ; and is a manna sweet

to the taste of all serious christians. His epis-

tolary Discourse, dedicated to the Queen's maj-
esty, was most graciously accepted by her, and
highly valued by those, that I must think the
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best of feer siibjects. Beingj as is Ms Discourse

of Earthquakes, a treasure of things old and
new ; Michtam's, golden jewels ; arguments,

several, not so much as touched by any pen

within her dominions, or beyond them, save

Mr. Fleming's.'*
" The said Rev. editor has added, the judg-

ment of some London ministers concerning

one of his treatises, who say, " We give our

great thanks to the author of every good gift,

who hath drawn this his richly furnished

scribe, to supply us with so very needful a trea-

tise, as is here offered. Some of us do profess,

that in reading it we were surprised with joy,

and with wonder, that a topic so little written,

discoursed, or thouoht of, should be treated on
with such depth ofjudgment, and v\ith such

experience as is rarely found in the most laud-

ible writers. Through the divine blessing,

which we implore, we hope, that we and our

brethren throughout these nations shall find

good success of our people's use of this most
instructive w^ork. For which, with the excel-

lent author, (who did but consent to this edi-

tion o^it) we are indebted unto the Reverend
and worthy publisher, by Vv^hose means we re-

ceive it. We join with both of them, in prayer

to the Most High, that this rich seed of the

sower may be made bread of life to the eater."

The above attestation is signed by the late Dr.

Bates, Mr. Mead, Mr. Cole, Mr. Howe, Mr.
Sylvester, Dr. Williams, and Mr. Showers, some
of the most burning and shining lights among
the dissenting ministers of the last age.
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" After so ample and honourable testimonies

from such eminent hands, and contemporary

with Mr. Fleming, it were a needless and a

vain attempt in me, to offer any thing further

in praise of the author of The Fulfilling of the

Scriptures, or in order to bespeak a welcome
reception of this his performance among us.

I trust it will be found a word in season."

The present editor cheerfully adds his testi-

mony to the great merits of this work, his

opinion of its peculiar adaptedness to the pres-

ent times, and his hearty good wishes and
prayers, that it may, by the blessing of God,
be instrumental of strengthening the faith, en-

livening the hopes, and increasing the piety of

thousands of its readers.

Charlestown, March 2^tby 1806.
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EPISTLE TO THE READER.
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IT is like you may expect some account of the

rise and occas'wn of this discourse ; that on so great and

weighty a subject, so small an essay should venture

abroad; especially in a time, when it seemeth more

safe and prudent, to hceii silence^ to be sixi'ift to hear^

and slonjo to sfjeak, which seldom hath an after challenge.

The author will say little for his apology herein, though

he hopeth, he may find it more easy to satisfy others,

than he did himself. This freedom only lie shall take,

to confess, that sometimes it had been matter of earnest,

yea, hath caused some tossing and exercise upon his

spirit, and pressed a more serious inquiry and search,

with respect to his own casCy to be persuaded about^llic

scnpture''s divine authority, that godliness is not an

empty name or shadow, but of an undoubted truth,

what indeed of all other things is the greatest, and of

most near concernment. And truly about that, this

grave convincing argument of the scripture^s certain ac-

complishment jh,?i\h not only oft stared him in the face,

with a satisfying discovert/ and impression thereof, as a

most quieting and unanswerable demonstration of the

truth ; but he must also say, that by very remarkable con-

firmations from the Lord this hath been so convincingly

witnessed to his experience, as leaveth him under en-

gagement (were such a poor testimony of weight) to put

his seal to the luord, that it falleth not to the ground..

neither doth the promise ofGodfail.
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It is a dark time nou' with the church of Christ ; \yhich

we see every where almost sufiluing and afflicted, whilst

tlic wliole earth besides seeineth to be at ease i christ-

ians also even beyond others in ihn'w private lot, assault-

ed witli very sliarp trials ; though, 1 think, suffering

may be the least of our fear at this day, while atheism

doth now appear on so formidable a growth, aiid hath

a more threatening aspect, than tiie rage or violence of

men. Wc see a sad decay likewise on the churches

abroad ; religion everj'' where under a great consump-

tion, and vv^earing out, that seemeth to have reached it in

its vital parts. Men search after an unusual v^ay of sin-

ning, as if they scorned to be wicked at a common and

ordinary rate ;
prejudice easily taken up and entertain-

ed against the way of God ; whilst X^a^^good man doth

(alas !) perish^ without any affecting observation there-

of; the choice and excellent of the earth plucked away,

and none to fill their room ; christians' burials now fre-

quent, but the birth and inbringing ofsuch to the church,

rare. This is indeed a sad subject, and so much the

sadder, that few are found whose eye affcctcth their

hearty whose tears and groaning iieem to ansv^cr such a

stroke and ruin which now is like to fall under our hand ;

but I shall leave this. Prayer will be the best cure,

and is this day more lit, than complaining, to turn unto

him, who seetb the ways ofhis people^ that lie may heal

them^ and can prefoent those with mercy ^ who seem least

lit for the same. Only two or three sad remarks of this

time, I cannot altogether pass ; which indeed are strange

symptoms of the church's present case and distemper.

(1.) To see men own the doctrine o{ sanetification^ who

yet can professedly disown, yea, make it their work by

reproach to beget a prejudice against the practice there-

of. Oh strange ! to find such as ^^ ill dip their pen in
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gall against a tender and strict walk in religion, and re-

vile it in the power thereof; whilst they do not deny

those truths, and principles, that necessarily oblige to

such a tender practice ; who, in the most grave and in-

teresting duties of Christianity, think it enough to charge

their brethren with Pharisaical ostentation, and hypoc-

risy, whilst they must confess these duties to be unques-

tionably binding ; and that they can be no competent

judges of such a challenge, which the great witness of

the heart and inward parts of men can only determine,

(2.) It is a sad remark also of the time, that protcstani.

writers, professing the reform of religion, shall state

themselves in opposition to the most important grounds

thereof, such as imputed righteousness^ and justification

byfaith, which is well called Articidus stantis et caden-

tis Eccleside. I cannot have that charity, that it is from

ignorance^ but from a height of malice^ that some of late

reproach the protestant doctrine, in this great funda-

mental of justifcation ; as if it pressed believing and

resting upon Christ without respect to works and holi-

nessi 1 confess, w^e put not inherent righteousness ia

the room of imputed; though we assert each is neces^

sary in their own place, the one in order to our right,

the other in order to our actual and full possession of

that right, yea, that holiness is absolutely necessary, not

only necessitate precepti, sed medii : and justifying faith

doth necessarily require works, sednon qua, et quatenus

justifcat. But sure, if these men grant that we arc

justified by the satisfaction of Christ, they must needs

confess it is by imputation ; since if the debtor be ac-

quitted by the cautioner's payment, is it not by the zw-

/>«/<7;/(?7i thereof to him ? O sad ! to sec some put their

invention upon the rack how to wound the church (yea,
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a death wound it would be, if they could reach their

end) in that great truth oUmputed righteousness ! But it

were best they denied that &th wr. of the 4ith chap, to

the Rom. to be canonical scripture, which''none can read

and sliift ; it being so clear, that the blessed man is there

held forth, imto whom God imputeth righteousness ivith'

cut ivor/is. Sure that cannot be inherent righteousness,

else it were contradictio in adjecto. I profess, those

(whatever they pretend) I must look on as adversaries

to the reformed churches ; and there is nothing more

dangerous than a pirate goin^^ forth under a counterfeit

flag. (3.) Is it not likewise sad, yea, astonishing to

see, ministefs now in these times, who are the express

ambassadors of Christ given to the church for her ediji-

cacion, stand so directly cross to the very end of their

work and ministry ; many, of whom it may be said, that

knowingly and deliberately they oppose piety \ That

such ^-\o\\\(\ persecute, whose work into feed; should

'wound, instead o^healing ; grie'ue the spirit of the godly,

who should be helpers of their joij ! that none are a

greater plague, to corrupt the church, and cause the

sacrifices of the Lord to be abhorred, than some of those

who should be the salt of the earth ! yea, none more

obstruct the treaty of the gospel, betwixt Christ and his

church, than ministers who are called the friends of the

bridegroom I Oh wiiat a strange and astonishing con-

tradiction may this seem ! But it should be no reproach

to that holy and excellent calling of the ministry ; for of

such the scripture hath expressly warned. I confess, it

may be said, 710 atheist like an unsanctified minister ;

yea, no atheism of so black a die as theirs, who being

still employed about holy things^ have yet no seme

thereof.
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Now i« this very dark hour, wherein the church

seeraeth to have fallen into a death like pang, and many of

her children in a sad lethargy, that ifwe looked in an ordi-

nary way, her ivffimd might seem incurable^ there are two

great and concerning queries, that I tliink should much

take us up. The one is, to know iv/iat the scripture

speaketh to the church ; "what solid ground of encourage-

ment is there heldforth ? For truly, if we had not that

sure testimony of the ivord, we might fear, religion

would quite wear out, and truth perishfrom the earth :

but doth the scripture speak peace ? all then is well.

J'hat CO thatJ is sufficient security, to put the church's

hope beyond further debate ; diough men should threat-

en, though the earth were overturned, and the founda-

tion shaken ! This is a determination, above men, above

all the rules ofhuman policy, yea, above the stars, ivhicb

frustrateth the tokens of the UarSy and maketh dimjiers

mad ; even that revealed counsel of God, taking place

about his work and people.

I know, some grave writers of these late times do ex-

press their fear, that the horrid wickedness and apostacy

ofthe gentile church may at last resolve in the Lord's

departure, and an uniKjersal darkness ; that as the rejec-

tion ofthe yeivs made way for die Gentiles incoming, so

their fall may as remarkably precede that solemn return

and restoration ofthe Jewish church ; it is also become

the fear of many, ihzx popery may yet once overrun the

whole reformed churches, before antichrist's fall. But

since these sad thoughts nor any appearance of the time,

are no pnrt of our bible, we should learn neither to

stretch our fears, nor expectations, beyond that which

the scripture warranteth : and if the Lord be God, and

this his very word, let us adhere to it, and wait or its ac
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complisbmcnt. A second query ^ which is indeed no less

important in such a time, may be about fluty : What do

so eminent a hazard ofthe churchy and this great decay

ofChristianity^ most pressingly call for ? But this is a

subject which rcquireth another pen, and too large, to

touch with a passing word : yea, we may say, the great

iva?it of these days is not about the discovery of duty,

but of the practice of known, and discovered duties.

For the Scripture giveth a certain and distinct sound, in

the darkest time ; and hath not left us to doubtful in^.

quiries, and debate in this matter. I shall therefore

leave it, with a few things only to be in the general con-

sidered.

(I.) It is sure, that e'very time hath its present duty >-

^nd the wise dtscerners thereof will know thence %vhat

ihey ought to do, what work and service the present cir-

cumstances of that time call for. Shall the earth have

its seasons, wherein things are beautiful ? shall the stork

and swallow know their time ? and yet christians not

know how to bring forthfruit in their season, and dis-

cern the special time and opportunity ofduty !

(2.) It is also sure, thatfu^ry christian, in whatsoever

capacity or condition, as he hath his measure and talent,

so hath some work, and opportunity of duty ; wherein

they may serine the Lord in their generation : yea, it is

not the meanest lot or condition, that shutteth that door

upon any, that they have no work for God, who desire

to be faithful for him. O that in this threatening time,

when darkness is like to overspread the church, it were

more upon the hearts of christians, to strive together,

and contend by a serious improvement of their several

capacities, to preserve religion, and transmit the knowl-

edge of fesus C/irisi to posterity ; that the christian piu--
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ent, or master of a family, did witness more that great

resolution, in a time when many are drawing back.

But as for me, land my house mje will ser'ue the Lord f

(3.) It is found, that the most eminent and honourable

service of the church doth usually befal her in a low and

suffering condition. When there hath been but little

Strength, and many outward disadvantages, then both

their call and furniture hath been most observable, to

confess the truth, to endure for die gospel of Christ, to

overcome by the word of his testimony ; a piece of ser-

vice, whereto more prosperous times do not give such

an opportunity. Yea, it hath been in such a case, Dan,

xi. 32. that those ivho knew their God, were made strong

to do exploits.

(4.) It doth much concern us, to put a high 'vahie on

the truth, in a time when men must either lose it, or buy

it. And O ! what a choice purchase is that, which can-

not be bought too dear, though at the rate of our liberty,

estate, credit and reputation, yea, with the loss of peace,

when it cometh in competition with it ? For it is that

great dcpositum once delivered to the saints, the inherit-

ance of our children, that way whereby Jesus Christ

keepeth intercourse with his bride on the earth, yea, the

charter of all our mercies, and of our hope through eter-

nity.

(5.) Though every line of divine truth is inestimable';

yet it is sure, there is a more pressing call for our adher^

ence to that truth, which is most controverted in the

time. For it is the word of hispatience, and the matter of

Qur present testimony : and it is known through all ages,

what a singular blessing hath followed the contending and

ivitnessing o[ 2i it\sr for the truth (in a torrent of public

defectionJ to keep it alive, when it was like to be swaU
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lowed up ; j'ea, to effects above rational belief; unus

Athanadus contra totum orbem ! Many such remarks

have not been wanting.

(6.) I shall only add, that which is always necessary

and binding, yet we may say in a time of the church's

hazard and suffering is more pressingly called for, even

the study of christian prudence ; a duty convincingly

necessary, for regulating ofduties, according to the cir-

cumstances of the church''s case : which doth so nearly

concern the interest and preservation of r^/z^io«, that I

must say, A breach in that concord betwixt zeal and

christian prudence, "when there is not some equal respect

studied in the exercise of both, cannot but give the church

a sore wound. This is indeed a large theme ; but I

shall only point at in three things.

1. In our avoiding and being tender to ginje offence

;

not only to keep a distance ffbm evil, but from the small-

est appearance thereof. I fnust say, they are bad casu-

ists, and have little respect to the church's edification,

who make it their work, not so much to keep men from

sin, as to shew them, quam prope ad peccatum sine pec-r

cato accedere liceat. O what a becoming fear is that, not

io lay a stumbling block in the way of others, to grieve

the weak, or confirm such who use to found their preju-

dice against the truth and way of God, upon the miscar,.

riage of such as profess the same,

2. This excellent study of christian prudence hath a

respect to men's taking offence^ as well as their giving it

;

to our being 5c^^r in judging, in /Jdr^/z^?/ reflections, to

cover and hide the infirmities of others, rather than

spread them, even for the gospePs sake ;
yea, to shut as

it were our eyes, and cast a mantle on their nakedness,

who, though overtaken with the violence ofsome temp,

tation may yet be serviceable to the church ; but espe-
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cially this should press us to a watchful regard of any

breach and rent in the church, and to study a healing spir-

it, so far as is possible, without prejudice to truth.

3. It is also an important piece of christian prudence^

how to ival/i ninsely towards those ivho are without, when

prejudice against the way of God is now in such a

growth ; to study how we may convince, gain ground,

and by christianly prudent and tender carnage conciliate

respect to the truth ; and thus commend holiness, and

those who profess it, to the conscience of men ; to study

that rule of expediency much in things of themselves

warrantable, what fitness aixl advantage present circum-

stances may offer, or deny for edification and promoting

that great interest of tl-te gospel in our converse with men.

I shall now cease to trouble you further ; only would

premise some few things with a respect to Xh^. subject of

thisfollowing essay.

(1.) Should we not Vvith wonder and astonishmemXodk

on this great record of the scripture ? By which the glo-

rious majesty of God doth speak to men, yea doth as

certainly communicate his counsel and mind, we may
say more certainly, than if we had an immediate audible

voice from heaven. O could we have such ordinary

thoughts of this, if we consider how near God cometh

therein to us I I think, ifthere were but one corner of the

earth, though in the remotest parts, where men might go

and get a look of so wonderful and important a thing as

God''s express will written and sent from heaven to the

earth, about our duty here, and blessedness for ever,

should we not think it worth our crossing the sea, and

the greatest expense of time or labour ? It is truly a

wonder how we can read and consider the scripture,

without wondering.
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(2.) It is a great concernment, to know that the scrips

ture hath such a witfiess, as experience ! and that there is

such a trade and correspondence as this betwixt the saints

and the word, which lieth not in the common road of the

world. O what an empty thing would religion be, if it

had not this word experience in its grammar ; that secret

and sure mark^ whereby the christian knoweth the scrip-

ture is of God ; how thus the Lord hath oft sealed their

instruction in a dark plunge ; how life and power, enliv-

ening influences, to the melting of their heart, have oft

met them there in a very dead frame ; and now they

know that verily God hcareth prayer : now they are per-

suaded, and have learned by the cross, that he is indeed

a comforter ; yea, many can shew how by the word their

first acquaintance with the Lord did begin ; how some

particular.truth, like a grain of corn sown in their heart,

by the blessing of the great husbandman was made to

take life, and grow.

(S.) It much concerneth us, to know what an excel-

lent key the scripture is to unlock that sealed book of

providence ; and that no other key can fit the same 5

many have tried another way, but lost themselves on the

search, and the more they attempt by human wisdom,

they became the more dark. I truly think, there is not a

more satisfying discovery within time, than this, to trace

di'oine truth back until we see its first breaking forth out

of his eternal decree and council, who is the author there-

of ; how thence it taketh hold of the nuord, which is the

adequate sign and declaration of his purpose ; and then

Iiow the ivord taketh hold of his vjork and providence^

where we may see the face and condition of the church

clearly written out through all the changes of time ; how

providence keepeth a certain and steady course, even
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amidst the most perplexed motions and reelings of the

earth ;
yea, how all things, even those which would seem

most contradictory, run within that straight channel of

the word, and cannot go without these bounds.

(4.) It is the principal and most concerning scripture

promises^ that are only touched in this following dis-

course, these wliich carry along with them a clear con-

tinued series of the church's condition through time, and

shew the most remarkable changes of her lot. For it is

clear, that in ^ii;^/-^ prophecies and in a different manner

the Spirit doth point at o?ie and the same thing : and tru-

ly it should cause no mistake or prejudice, that we find

several of the scripture prophecies expressed in such

dark terms, since the wisdom of God saw it lit that for a

time these truths should be locked up and sealed. But

now light hath so far broken forth with the e^uent^ as we
may see how very significant and suitable to the matter

these most dark enigmatical terms are.

C5.) We should upon no account shut our ears, where

the scripture is clear, and giveth us ground to hope that

the outgoing of the Lord, for his people in their dehyer-

ance, and for the destruction of his enemies, now in these

last titnes, shall be 'very glorious ; yea, by some stately

and stupendous acts of providence, that he shall accom-

plish his judgment on antichrist : neither must we take a

prejudice at truth, because of the wild fancies of many
who would extend it beyond its bounds, or that near re-^

semblance Vv^hich the ^r/w of some in this time may seem

to have thereto. For that hath been an old stratagem of

the dei}il, to prejudice the world at some of the truths of

God, by setting up a counterfeit ihcrcio.

I shall add no more, only what account is given, upon

the close of the last argument, oi&QW,^ remarkable paS'
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sages of providence in the late times, as herein the author

hath some confidence to profess, he did endeavour what

could be attained for certainty ofthe same, and ifany cir-

cumstances of these relations should be found a mistake,

he dare say before Him who is greater than our con-

science, it was not the neglect of serious inquiry ; so he

must also premise, the inserting of them was upon no

further intent, than to be a ivitness to that truth of the

JLorcPs em'ment appearancefor his church in the last days.

It would be of great use and profit to the church, that

some more fitly qualified would study a more large col-

/(?d://<?/?of this kind. O that this might go forth with a

blessing from him, who by the meanest things can serve

himself, and promote the edification of his church ; and

that the Lord would raise some up with much of his

Spirit^ to make a further search and inquiry into this

great and weighty truth.
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3. Instance, That there is an invisible adversary without, as clear and

discernible, as that there is corruption within. 58
4. Instance, Shews that real intercoitise betwixt a christian and the prom-

ises of the word, by sure experience, and how clearly tliis may be
demonstrated. 61

Some previous considerations, for our right understanding this. ib.

A more particular demonstration in ten special promises, wherewith tiie

godly, througli their life, have a most usual and continual trade. 63

J. The pro-iuise considered with respect to our believing, and adventur-
ing on the naked word, without any probable appearance of its fulfil-

ling : and how clearly this is verified. 64
2. Th9.t God hears and answers prayer, from solid ex]>erience demon-

strated. 65
3. That the pouring out of the Spirit, and its sealing and marvellous power
on the soul, is no delusion, but certainly known, demonstrated. C7

4. That light and counsel to the godly, and the directing of their steps, ac-

cording to the promise, is made out to those who commit their wav
to God. ' 70

.$. The promise of pardon and Jorgivaifss, how It is sealed by oxpcrl-
RiiCC, . 71
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6. The promise to intep-ity, and encouragement to the godly under the

cross, verified. 74
7. The promise to integrity and uprightness in an evil tione. 76
8. That the promiae of assistance and strengthfor duty, is Irujy made out
and verified. 77

9. The promise of ail things ivorking togetherfor their good %vho love God,
clearly verified in experience. 78

10. The great gain and advantage cfgodliness, demonstrated according-
to the promise, 80

5. Instance, Holds forth the verification of scripture threatenings, such
tmder whose reach the g-odly may fall. 83

Some things pretniied for cleai ing this. j3.

Some special threatenings instanced, with that witness the experience of
christians bears to the same. 85

A rationed demonstration of the trinh and reality of godliness, and the
validity ofthat ivitness ^vhich the experience of the saints in all ag-ca

bears to the fulfilling- of the scripture, from several grounds held
forth. 91

Several weip^hty queries. 97
The great import of this argument fi'om experience, in .«even particu-

'

lars considered ; and what a transport ofjoy and ivondering this, wlien
it is brought near to onrthoiig-hts, may cause. 98

Two eminent luitnesses, who liavc left a seal to the truth, 106

TKE SECOND ARGUMENT,

DEMONSTRATES the certain accomplishing of the scripture from
the church's continued oliscrvaiion in all ages. lOS

Thefirst Branch of the argument doth witness the Hcriptin-e's verifica-

tion, in those /)ro7M/6'e* which concern the universal cJiurch. As,
1. That concerning the church's continuance arid preservation, and how

great and marvellous a thing it is, demonstrated. 109
2. Her advance a.nd increase ,- and how in an ordinary ^va}' this could not

be without a miracnlous and supernatiu-al power. 112
3. The promise o£ giving the Spirit, as it respects the church, and its

accompanying the truth and doctrine of Christ in all ages, demon-

strated from clear evidences thereof. 116

4. How the Lord hath given his church deliverance in her greatest exi-

gences, according to the p)-omise thereof. 120

5.''That comprehensive promise of all things iwrking together for good,

with respect to the church, clearly verified, in the observation of

t:.chtime. 124

Second Branch of the argument demonstrates tlic fulfdling of those

scripture threatenings, which concern the visibie.church. 12^

Seven instances held forth, wherein this is made clear. 137

Third Bratich of the argument, dolh witness the clear verification of the

script\\re in those passages of providence, which seem to the world dark

and astonishing, whereat many are shaken 133

This demonstration, infourteen instances, followed out ; how tho.s'c con-

vincingly verify tlie "scripture, and are great confa-mations of the

truth,\vhereat upon the first appearance we are ready to stumble.

As,
1. That with the first stirrings toward the church's delivery, her straits

and trouble seem to increase.
_

'i-^i

2. A serious endeavour tor reformation, and to promote the kingdom of

Christ, meeting with ^vtls.\. interruptions, XiowiX. confirms tlie scrip-

tui-e. ik
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3. How a great overclouding and darkness on the chufcli, following re-

markable manifestations of the glory and power of God, do clearly

verif}' the truth of the word. 136
A. That \v\\Gr\ jiidgvient comes on a land, it begins first at the best. 137
5. That strang-e success which follows tht. worst of men sometimes in

an evil course, made clear. 138
6. Those disappointiuents the church oft meets with, when ordinary

means seem most promising. 139
7' The long continuance of a heavy afflicting rod on the chiirch, and what

a confirmation this is of the word. ib.

8. That Satan hath usually such a counterfeit of any remarkable zvori of
God set on foot in a land, cleared. 140

9. The abounding oferror and heresy under the gospel, more than under
the Old Testament, how clearly it answers the scriptiu-e. ib.

10. Those gi'eat stirs and cotnmotions, that oft attend the gospel, when
it breaks forth vi'iih poiver in aland. 143

11. That men ofgreat natural endo-xvmenfs are co usual oppasers of the
truth. zb.

%2. What siTunge judgments may befal some oflhe saints in their out-

ward lot. 143
13. The gvoss/alling of some, who have sinned with ag^eat lustre once

in the church. ib.

14. The strange co???/«jf€;2Cv of events in tlie world, S-Xid how this is not
at an adventure, but clearly answers the scripture. 144

Thisfurther comvtended to cur serious study, and the great concemment
^hereof held forth, to be observing how clearly the scripture is con-

firmed b]i these things in the way of the Lord, and in the administra-

tion of his providence, wliich to many seem grounds cfshaiing, whence
they are ready to question the truth. 145

fhis cleared in ten instances more added, whence the godly slundd be
more strengthened in the truth, though they seem at the first look
very strange.

1- That the church of Christ should be so universally loiv, when the

fukole earth besides seems t(j be at rest.
'

146
2. The short breathings of the church, under the New Testament, that

we see her lucid inteivals usually of so small continuance, and how
thus the scriptiu'e is verified. 149

3. The wearing out oflife and poiver in the church so often with a fur-

ther increase oflight, and how tlius tlie trutli is confirmed- 151
4. That the ^reai men of the earth, and those who sit in the place of
judgment, are so usually the church's greatest adversaries. 154

S.^That instruments sometim*'; eminently useful in the church, with the

change of times, should be found to change tlicir principles, is aeon-
firming witness also to the truth. lo*

6. Men^spersonating godliness and the power hereof at the greatest rate,

who on an after discovery are found gross hypocrites, how it is no
ground for reflecting on the truth, but should confirm it. 160

7. Those sad^arj and divisions, which so frequently are seen within the

^church, cleared. 1^
8. That the Lord's immediate hand may seem more heavy on his church
and people in suffering times, than the hand ofmen, considered. 164

9. To what a strange height a judicial stroke of induration on the spirit

of men may come, and how thus the scripture is confirmed. 167
10. The righteousfalling sometime viith the wicked in a common judg-

ment, wiiilst some notorious yir wickedness may be seen to go to the

grave in peace, cleared. 169
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THE THIRD ARGUMENT,
^^'

PROVES the voi-ification of the scripture, in that to the 'slev} and convlc-
iion

(,f
the ivorld it is undeniably ol:)vious. 170

Infourteen instances tliis demonstrated,
1. Tli.it oyinn now \5fallen from that excellent 3tate, wherein once he
was forniei I7I

2. The truth and reality of conversion, and how far this marvellous
chani^e is above nature, demonstrated. 173

"VVli at true cause there is of vjonderinir at this g'reat work, and how
demonstrative an arg-umeut it ia of the grace rf God, and truth of the

scripture, further cleared, Avith an additl(jn ofseveral c'vidences more. 175
Three remarkable instances of con\ersion. 178
3. The truth of/e/tWiAi/) here betwixt God and the sou!, and that this

is nofancy or delusion, made clear to the world. ISO
.
4. That the righteous is more excellent ihun his neig-hbour. .182
5. That the promised encouragemenf to the godly under their sufferirgsfor

the truth, falls not to the groimd. 184
6. That there is a conscience within men, v^'hich clearly wiswers the dis-

eoverv of scripture about it. 1&5
A further a'f»io«#^rati/j« of this truth, and how convincing- a witness this

is against atheism, held forth. 187
7. How clearly it is made out, there is a re-jaard for the righteous.

. 1S9
S. That verily ^Aere is a God who judgeth in the earth, demonstrated to

the conviction of the world, from several clear g-rounds. 19J
9. That there are evil spirits, and such a diabolical power as the scrip-

ture holds forth, witnessed. 197
10. The enmity betwixt the children of Sod and tlie wor/./held forth, and
how g-reat a witness it is to the truth. 200

'

11. lL\\'sX\\\fi creatxLre is made subject toxanity, because of s'y.i, clearly

demonstrated to the world, and the truth of the scripture therein. 201
12. That the e«i:/ of the r/j/^feoM is /leace. 205
13. That g^reat trutlj of the soul^s immortality, and how onistaken a.

thing- it is, considered and demonstrated from some cieai- undenia-
ble arjjuments. • 2Q$

How great and astonishing a truth it is, and what other thoughts men
would have thereof, were '\t rightly understood. 211

14. That the •ii'rtj' of the J.ord is perfect, a.nd all his worh done in judg-

9)re;jf, held forth. 21.3

Tins demonstration more particularly foUo^.ved out ;

1. In the wholeyrawe and structure of the' visible church. 214>

2. In the conduct and administration of providence about the church. 216
0. In the g-reat work and contrivance of rede^iiption. 220
4. In that marvellous on4r and disposal of the works of God, through

the whole creation, and with what a subserviency all things are flamed
and directed to some special end, considered. 222

THE FOURTH ARGUMENT,
DEMONSTRATES the exact accomplishment of the prophetical part

of the scripture, and the special predictions thereof, in tliosi^ pericds of
time to which they relate.

Some thing's /irewiwe/ thereabout. 228
1. What /* alreadyfulfilled, considered.

i. That prophecy ofold by T^jizA concerning the _/i(;o;7, and its certain

taking- place held fjrth. 229
2. How that strang-e stroke and judi^ment on men in confounding their

ianguagf^s, hath clearly come to pass nccordintj to the scripture : and
how this in an ordinary way could not have been brought about,

but the very /.-j^e;- c/t?j-/ una.ni,wcrably manifest therein, denion-

,6tiiited. ' 2oO
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3. The fiiltiUini^of tliat which was prcphcsicii conceniiiig the church's

delivery from Egypt. 232

4. What was promised iibout the church of /irae/'* more full grmi-th,

cleiirly made out. 233

5. How the scriptTire and prophecies thereof with respect to th-e de-

clining times of the yev:isk church arc verified. 234

6. The exact pcrform;*nce of what by Danid was foretold concerning

the rise ^Vi^fall y)i\\\c monarchies. • 235

7. That g-reiiteet ])rophecy, wliich is the intent of the whole scripture

of God, the ccmiing nf the Messias, how clearly verified to the world

in the appointed time.
_

235

J rcttiorial demonstration ihereof, from manifest and undeniable grounds,

held forth. i^^

8. The ffure performance of that remarkable prophecy of the incalUng

of the Gentiles ; and how this marvellous work, without a divine mi-

raculous power, could not be conceived, 24t

9. How clearly that dreadful desolating stn ke on the yews, doth vevify

what was prophesied about it, held forth. 345
10. How manifest the coTJti;;^ (i/'anficArwi, and his being rcwa/fJ to the

v.-orld, now is in the event. 24S
Some serious queries about this f^eat adversary, held forth ; to shew
what an infatuation these must be undei-, who cannot ste him, when
before their eyes so clearly discovered. 2il

The author'sjudgment humbly offered about the number of t^ie beast,

and the meaning' of the scripture therein, with some grounds for

clearing the same. 256
11. What was prophesied about the killing of the xuitnesscs, now made

clear in the event. 25(^

II. What of the/; o/Ji^ef/ca/ part of the scjipture is yet to be accom-
plished. S'eo

1. The full rum of a«ficAm? and Ills kingdom. 261
2. The incalling of the Je=ws. 264
3. A ^CAXfourishing of the church, both of Jews and Gentiles. 265
4. Satan's binding, and the church's reign with Christ. 268
5. The fall and destruction ofthe Turkish empire. 270
i. Satan's loosing, and the victory over Gog and Magog. 271

THE FIFTH ARGUMENT,

THAT we have already several grounds of confirmation, and pledges in

our hami to assure us, that what of the scripture is to be accomplish-
ed shall be certainly fulfilled. 272

1. The very being of the world is one grovmd. 273
2. Those truths that are of all others m.ost strange, are already accom-

plished ; as about the coming of the Messias. 278
3. That yesus Christ hath begun the ivar against antichrist, and the ene-
mies of his church. 379

4. That the church's victory o'ver aittichrift is not only begun, but in a
great measure advanced. 284

Wherein the Lord's extraordinary providence is no less discernible, than
in the first planting of Christianity by the apostles, proved by seven
ivitnesses.

1. The wonderful success the gospel hath had in these last times. 285
2. The church in these last times hath met with as sharp assaults of

cruel and powerful enemies, as in the primitive tim.es, shewed in sev-
eral instances. 287

3. The wonderful /(flf/CTce, resolution, and cheerfulness of J'/^rtcriinthese
late times ; with instances tliereof. 288
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4. The Ytmvi\\sh\e judgments of God on opposers of his work of refor-

mation from antichristianism, iu several hmtances both foreign and
domestic, and two more lately. , 293

5. The large measure ofthe Spirit, that followed the ministry of the gos-

pel in these late times. 301
Foreign instaiTces.

^
ib.

The luork in the luest of Scotland about the year 1625.
*

302
' In C/Zc'^f/a/e about the year 1630, ^wd'm Ireland about the year

1628, and thereafter. 303
111 Scotland in the year 1638, and thereafter. 304

Instances of particular persons. As,

Mr. WcUh and Mr. Forbes. 3QS
Mr. Rutheiford.

_
ib,

6. That extraordinary apostolic and prophetic spirit, that appeared in

some ministers and others raised in these late times. 306
in Scotland, Mr. John Welsh. 307
Mr. Hobert Bruce. 311
Mr. Davidson. 313
Mr. Patrick Simson. SIS
Mr. Andrevj Mehin. 318
Mr. Ifugh Kennedy. 319
More of Mr. jRobert Bruce. 320
More of Mr. John IVelsh. 323
Mr. John Scrimgcr. 326
Mr. Robert Blair. ib.

The laird of Raith. 330
Mr. James Faber, in France. 331
In Ireland, Mr. Andrew Steivard. 333
Mr. John Steviard, provost o^ Aire. 335
A godly gentlewoman. 337
A strange passage ofjudgment on a •v«-icked nobleman. 339
7. T\mse marvellous /)row/OTcey of God confirming the t?uth, since the

breaking foi'th of the gospel ; whereof several tare particulars are

mentioned, former and later, at homo and abroad. 34ft

In the APPENDIX five Inferences.

I. A CHRISTIAN hath from the/M//?//i?!P- of the scripture a great

advantagefor his establishment. 357

II. There is a special debt on each christian to bear luifness to thefaith-

fulness of God. 359

III. This debt lieth also on the church, to witness the Lord's faithful-

ness, and on every age. 364

IV. It is a duty to discern the times, and inquiref seriously thereabout. 369

(I.) Wliat is the present state of the church. 370

(2.) Wliat the present signs of the times seem to point at. 373

(;> ) To discern the particular snares and hazards of the time. 380

(4.) Wliat at such a time can the r/^/ifeof<4' do. 38$

V. The scripture truths, as they are great and marvellous, they are also

in the evidence of their vcrihcation SO clear anel obvious, a» may tow-

vihce tiis greatest atheist. 399
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1 HERE are two means by which the blessed
majesty of God hath chosen to reveal himself to the
sonsofmen, hiswoRD and his works: which may be
called the two great luminaries, for giving light to the
church, though the one Idc greater, 1 mean doth more
clearly sliine forth, yea, doth communicate light to the
other. These, men must not divide, which by so strait

a tie the Lord hath joined, and by a marvellous corres-

pondence hath set the one over against the other, that it

may be easy to see his faithfulness, and the acco?nl)lish-

ment of tbe scripture thertm : and indeed this is a great
and interesting truth, that calleth for a serious study, the
solid persuasion of which should afford a sweet ground
of repose, and rest for the soul, though the earth were
all in a combustion round about, and give a satisfying an-
swer to our most solicitous thoughts and fears. Now
this being the intended subject of the foUovving discourse,
I shall first touch it a little in the general, and then hold
forth some more particular grounds, whence it may be
clearly demonstrated.

I. That the Scripture of God hath a certain accom-
pUshment here in the nvorld^ and what is to be under-
stood by the same, I shall endeavour to clear in these
things, which would be considered.

1. This is the very unfolding of the Lord's decree,
and secret purpose, the bringing forth of his work, now
within time, to the view of angels and men, which was
before him in the deep of his thoughts, and counsel from
eternity ; it is an opening up of the scaled book, which
we must not understand to be that secret roll of election,

and the book of life, wherein the names of die elect are
D
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wTit ; but I'lher fatidkus^ the sealed book of God's dis-

pensations in the world, shewing out his counsels, and
designs, which should be brought forth in the after ages

of time : for as the Lord did fully comprehend what he
was to do, and all that was to befal his church, and peo-

ple from the beginning to the end, long before there was a

beginning, before the mountains were formed, so hath

he copied, and written out his heart in the word about

the same, wherein he hath most plainly shewed forth,

what were his blessed purposes, and counsel of old ;

and thus the thoughts of his heart, his word and his

works do sweetly agree, and each one wonderfully an-

swers to another. For his work doth bring forth, and
accomplish his word, that his deCree and counsel from
all eternity may take place.

2. Tiie scripture's accomplishment is the transcript

and wfitiilg of it over in providence ; where we may
see and admire how the word doth shine upon all the

patlis and footsteps of the Lord toward his chiurch in

every age, and gives light to the same, and what an evi-

dent reflection his work hath again upon the word ; so

that through the whole series and course of providence

in the earth, we have a most exact portraiture, and im-
age of the scripture^ answering one to another as face

ansivers to face in the glass j where it may be easy to

discern the copy by the principal, and that resemblance

which is betwixt the building, and that excellent pattern,

and model) which is held forth thereof in the word.

3. The accomplishment of the scripture is the very

turning that, which was the object of our faith, and con-

templation, to be the object of our sense and feeling : it

is the real birth, and bringing forth these truths unto the

world in their appointed time and season concerning the

church, and particular christians, which were hid in that

womb of the promise, and many dark predictions of the

word ; it is sucli a thing as giveth the promises and
prophecies, a visible being, yea, bringeth truth so near

within the reach of our senses, that \ye may even touchy

as it were, and handle the vvords of life. O what an ex-

cellent interpreter is experience ! Taste arid see: for

thus the serious christian getteth a view of the scripture,

and spiritual things, which the most subtle, and piercing

eye of unsanctified schoolmen cannot reach, _>^a, by the

practice of truth, nearness to God, and retiring of the

soul to. him, hath oft got more light in an hour, than

others by many days putting their judgment and inven-

tion'Upon the; rack.
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4. This is God's own seal, which he putteth to the

word to confirm and ratify the same ; I do not only

mean that secret seal of the spirit within, but something

more external, that solemn testimony of his \yorks,

whereby he doth every day appeal to men's consciences-

about his truth : for his works are very manifest, where-

on there is so clear an engraving of his truth and faith-

fulness, that as the impress and image of the seal js upon
the wax, men may also see whose superscription and
image that is, which doth appear on such, and such pas-

sages of providence.

5. This is something we are not to seek only in the

extraordinary acts of Providence, or in any singular and
eminent path of a christian's experience : nay, it doth
shine forth in the smallest and most casual things that

fall out, yea, in every page of that great volume of Prov-

idence may it be clearly read.

6.. The , scripture's accomplishment is such a thing, as

concerns every christian in his personal case ; to vvhicli

his ordinary experience doth relate ; whereof such have

a large register, what of the word hath been certainly

proved in the several steps and changes ef their life,

whose practice doth much lie betwixt improvement
of the word, and observation how it is fulfilled : such
can witness, how under a spiritual decay to be carnally

minded is death, and when it is well, what great peace they
have who love God's \kw : they have^ oft found, that in

a strait he is a very present help, and in the way of duty
that it is surely good to draw near to him ; and in the close

of their life, can, froni many remarkable and convincing
providences, declare the truth and faithfulness of God.
And truly whilst I speak here, of the christian's experi-

ence, I think it is sad, and a great short coming, that there

is hot a more serious improvement of it for this end : which
is a very interesting duty on §uch who have tasted that the

Lord is gracious ; and O what an excellent addition would
this be to their will or testament, when they are to leave

the world, to leave a testimony behind them to the faith-

fulness ofGod in his word and promise, and thus put their

seal to the same, from what they have oft proved by sure

experience ! For this should prove a singular help to

strengthen others, and spread abroad the fame and good
report of religion : j^ea, thus one generation should de-

clare the works of the Lord to another, and transmit the

memory of his goodness to succeeding ages.

7. This is something which not only the christian's ex-
perience doth witness, and in every time taketh place, but
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hath also a peculiar reference to those ages, and periods of
times, wherein such particular truths should have their ac-

complishment. For it is true, that the prophets of old did

not only in tlieir predictions hold forth in general, the truth

and certainty of those things, which should fall out \ but
they also inquired and searched diligently about the time ;

to what or what manner of time tlie Spirit by them did

point. 1 Pet. i. 11. For it is truly clear, that a piece of
the word was under the law to have its peculiar accom-
plishment ; that part of it also under the Messiah's king-

dom, in the days of the gospel should be fulfilled, and we
find a very interesting part thereof belongs to these latter

times. And there is betwixt such periods of time and
revolution ofthe church's case, and the bringing forth of
such a piece of the scripture to a performance, a very cer-

tain and undoubted connection. It is true, we do not yet

well understand (which will be one of the last manifesta-

tions tlie church shall have, at the end of time, when the

mystery ofGod is finished) how to sort the event exactly

to the word : but it is sure (and were worthy of our study
and observation) how every age hath something of the

scripture peculiar thereto, yea, carrieth forward the Lord's
work and design a further step. May we not see how one
age fulfilleth such a piece of the church's sufferings appoint-

ed for her, and puts some great trial and sad persecution

over her head, which she was to meet with ; whilst an-

other age carrieth her through another change, and giveth

her a time of rest and breathing .'' How such a time bring-

eth Antichrist forward to his height, and such a following

age begins the turn of the church's case ? Yea, every sev-

eral period and revolution of time, still addeth something
to that excellent history of the word and providence, which
we have since the beginning, and bringeth forth some-
thing further into the v/orld, of the Lord's counsel and de-

sign about his church.

8. The accomplishing of the scripture is such a thing, as

we are to look after, in a special way here, which concerns

this militant and travailing condition of the church ; for if

the scriptures were once fully accomplished, and the great

mystery of God therein finished, there were then nothing

more to do, his work of providence were at an end, and
time should be no more. This is something, that is not

here perfected at once, but is still gradually carrying on,

and then shall be complete at the resurrection of the just,

and second coming of the Lord, which is the last p^rt of

canonical scripture to be made out, when both his work
and his word, and time, shall be all finished together ; but
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while the saints are yet by the way, they have the written

word and all those precious promises therein, for present

use and encouragement. For that is its proper work, to

take them safe tlirough this labyrinth of the world, and
when it hath brought them to land, it hath no more to do

;

there will be then no more need for a christian to go to a

promise, and adventure upon it ; we shall then no more
watch, with the ^^ atchmen in a dark and stormy night, and
hope for the breaking of the day ; faith then shall not be at

a stand, how such a word shall be made out, because of
invincible difficulties in its vyay ; no, then it hath done its

work, and that wl)ich is written shall be swallowed up, in

that which is seen and enjoyed ; all the streams of our en-

couragement will then lose themselves in a greater depth.

O then it is finished and done, what all the promises, proph-
ecies, and threatenings of the word were bringing forth ;

and then no more need of something as a pledge and earn-

est in hand, to them who have the full possession of the in-

heritance, and under whose feet the God of peace hath

trod Satan and all their enemies.
9. I shall add this, the accomplishment of the scripture

is something, which is not only demonstrated to a christian

by sensible influences, and God's secret working with his

Spirit, but is made out to the observation of men, in the
way ofprovidence ; and not only witnessed by that internal

evidence of the Spirit, but by an external testimony, which
both rationally holdeth this out to the judgment, and sen-

sibly to the sight and experience ; and this is tl le strongest

and most full of all outward evidences, since the world
must shut their eyes if they do not see it, and a christian

must deny what he both seeth and feeleth, if he deny a wit-
ness to this.

II. We would consider the accomplishment ofthe Scrip-

ture, as that which is the Lord^s peculiar ivork and design
in the world, and that great business which is upon the
wheels ofprovidence amidst the various changes and revo-
lutions, which are here within time, for bringing about
whereof the blessed thoughts ofhis heart are fixed and unal-
terable. This is indeed a grave and serious truth, worthy to
be more noticed and laid to heart by men, that the glorious
providence efGod, which goeth throughout the earth, and
doth particularly reach all things which come to pass, the
smallest, as well as the greatest interests ofmen, in all these
doth move certainly and infallibly for the accomplishing of
the scripture, which is that great thing God hath before
his eyes ; for it is no personal interests of men, how great

so ever they be, that can answer this end ; it is something
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beyond the setting up of kings, or overturning kingdoms
and nations, that he doth mind amidst these various
changes, which are in the world ; it is some greater thing,

than that which we most notice, the Lord thereby designs,

how such a party is advanced, and others brought low ; for

these things come within the reach-of his care and provi-

dence, in so far as the fulfilling of the scripture is therein

concerned, the outmaking of the promises and threaten-

ings ; one syllable whereof he doth more value than all the
crowns and kingdoms of the earth, yea, will not let it fall to

the ground, though it should be at the rate of laying cities

and countries desolate. For it is in this the Lord taketh
pleasure, and exerciseth his blessed thoughts, even the
bringing about what he hath spoken in his word.
Now to clear this further, I shall hold forth these follow-

ing grounds, whence it may appear.

Firsts The fulfilling of the scripture, or written word, is

so great a thing, and ofsuch concernment, that the blessed

majesty of God thought i^ worthy of a place in his heart

from all eternity. This was before him in his thoughts
and counsels of old ; even that marvellous work, which
should be the after product and outmaking of his word
to his church here within time, and surely was such a plot

and contrivance, that as no less than infinite love, M'isdom
and power, were required to bring it about, so it was well

becoming the majesty ofGod, and worthy to be the work
of all the three blessed persons of the Trinity. O if we
could go down a little into this deep, and see the wonders
that are there, we should find, that knowledge, which usu-

ally lesseneth our admiration of other things, would height-

en it here ; it would be new to us every day to think how
great and marvellous a thing that is, which the vvord is

bringing forth.

2. It is upon this, even the performance of the word,
that the present encouragement, and future blessedness of
the saints doth lie. For the great interest of the church is

adventured upon the word, and embarked with it, which
woukl be lost ; yea, their stock and treasure which is laid

up in heaven, and all that a christian is worth, which is laid

up in the promise, were then perished, if the scripture

should want an accomplishment ; the godly man hath
then run and laboured in vain, and those who are fallen

asleep in Christ, have died in a sad delusion ; providence
would belike the work of the foolish builder, who begun
and knew not how to finish. O how highly then is the

Lord concerned in fulfilling of his word ? That he may
perfect what concerns his people, and having surely paid

the price put them also in possession.
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S. There is yet more thanthe interests of angels and men,
yea, than heaven and earth is worth, that depends upon the

outmaking of the scripture ; the glory of God, and espec-

ially the praise of that great attribute biisfaithfulness, which
he will have no less shine forth in the performance of his

word, than his power and wisdom in this great fabric ofthe

universe, and these marvellous productions of nature.

For he hath magnified his word above all his works ;

therefore is his heart greatly set upon this, even the bring-

ing to pass what he hath spoken ; which ifin the least should

fail, this were no less than to make God a liar, and falsify

his word, who is through all the church known by this

blessed name. The God of truth.

4. We should consider this, as that great trust, whicli

is put in his hand, who only in heaven and earth was found
worthy to open the book of God's decrees and counsels,

and loose the seals thereof : a trust, which the Lord did
not adventure upon the angels, the smallest promise being

such as requires no less than an omnipotent power and
the arm oiyehovah, to bring it about. For which end, he
whom the Father hath anointed, is gone forth as a mighty
man who rejoiceth to run his race, that he may perform
his word, and execute this great design in the administra-

tion of providence, about his church and people ; which
he will not cease or give over, until the mystery of God in

the scripture, and all that was spoken by the prophets, be
put to a close, when heaven and earth at the ixjuring out
of the last vial, shall give that solemn shout and exclama-
•tion, It isfinished, it is finished. O if this were once fully

perfect, there would be no more to ck) ; then the winter
were past, and the summer come, the song of Meses and
the Lamb should be heard, because the bride hath made
liersclf ready, then let all the trees of the wood rejoice, the

hills break forth into singing, and all that is therein be
glad, because the scripture and the great design thereof is

fully finished, and the day of the perfect liberty of the sons
of God is come.

5. The accomplishment of the scripture is of such im-
portance, that nothing can be done until it be once finishr

ed. For this, time must wait, the sun must keep its

course, and the ordinances of the heaven continue, as they
are : tlie world is but a scaffold until this building be per-
fected ; for this the grave doth still retain her prisoners,
and the dust of the saints must yet rest in hope, the crea-
tion still groaneth, and the marriage supper ofthe Lamb is

deferred, the cry ofthe souls under the altar get not a full

return, until all that is written m the word be fulfilled.
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6. We would consider, this is the great thing which the
Lord this day is carrying on, even the accomphshment of
his word. For this is most brought upon debate, of any
thing besides ; the world challengeth it, and the hearts

of the godly do oft call it in question ; the atheist scofts at

it, and saith, Where is the promise of his coming ?

There are often to appearance insuperable difficulties in

the way of its performance ; therefore doth the majesty of
God so much concern himself in this, for bringing about
of which he is in a holy way restless, and providence in an
incessant motion, until he hath done that which he hath
spoken in his word. It was for this cause (that the scrip-

ture might be accomplished) that the Word was made flesh

;

and he who counted it no robbery to be equal with God,
did take upon himself the form of a servant. This is of
such account in his eyes, that what time he speaks con-
cerning a nation or people, ere it come not to pass, he will

rather put forth omnipotency, for the working of miracles,

and change the very course of nature ; for this, he vi^ill

make the deep dry, make a way through the Red Sea, and
cause Jordan to stand as in heaps, that he may keep prom-
ise to his people ; if there be no way for bringing about his

word, but through a sea of blood, and over the bones and
carcasses of his enemies, he will do it, and bring it to pass,

though walled cities, and the sons of Anak, mighty and
strong, should stand in the way thereof. Abraham's old

age, and Sarah's dead womb, must not frustrate this ; if

the promise of the church's restoration cannot be made out
without a wonder shewed upon dry bones scattered at the

grave's mouth, this shall not be wanting ; when God
saith, he will bring down the enemies of his church, if the

dust of the ground should arise, down they must come.
How many great designs of men hath this blessed design
(that the counsel ofthe Lord may stand) crushed and brok-
en ? so that their work and counsel hath been as the spi-

der's web, when it stood cross to this end. The godly
need not fear, that he be not a present help in time of
trouble ; for he will keep his word herein, though the earth

should be overturned, and the mountains cast into the

midst of the sea. O who hath resisted his counsel ! What
are all these vicissitudes and changes here in the world, but
making way for the scripture's accomplishment ? With
what desire doth he move towards this end ? So that as in

Zech. vi. 8. the instruments by him appointed for execut-

ing his judgment and the threatenings of the word, it is

said, they have quieted his Spirit, his decrees arc mountains
of brass, which are unchangeable ; the thoughts of his
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heart take place in all generations : tlierefore the word
which is gone forth out of liis mouth, shall not return

empty, but the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his

hand.
III. The accomplishment of the scripture is a truth 'oenj

clear and manifest^ whereof none can pretend ignorance, if

they do not shut their eyes, and force their own light, from
the fear of such a discover}'. For the obstruction doth not
lie in the darkness of the object, or that men cannot see
this ; since we have it so clearly held forth in great and
legible characters ; nay, we must say, the cause is culpable,

there is much of the will in it, which renders such an ig-

norance without excuse. O that this should be so little

looked after, a matter of such near and weighty concern-
ment, when there needs not another demonstration, but
come and see the works of the Lord through the earth ! For
he hath here so far condescended to his people, as to bring
the truth near, that they even feel and iiandle the same ;

yea, he doth in a manner say to every one as to Thomas,
put in your hands, touch the word, and truth thereof, and
be no longer faithless, but taste and see, that the Lord is

good, and that he is true in what he hath spoken.
We arc indeed to look for a more clear and full discov-

ery of this truth, the nearer the church is to the end of
time. There is a labyrinth, as it were, of turnings and
windings, through v/hich we may see the word oft brought,

so as we lose sight thereof, and are ready to stagger about
its performance : but it is as true, that tlie most eminent
confirmations, the saints ever had of this truth, have been
after greatest shakings thereabout. Yea, the Lord hath in

all ages, so visibly sealed his word by its performance,
that we may say, can he be a christian and a stranger to

this in his experience ! or a serious looker on provi-

dence and the dispensations of the time, wherein he lives,

and a stranger to it, in his observation ! yea, can any be so
wholly brutish, as not to discern a thing so clear that oft

times those who run, may read ?

But to speak a little more to this, I shall here point
at some things, that may shew how manifest this truth is.

1. Is it not very clear, whicii we see e^'erv day brings to

hght ? A truth so conspicuous, both in God's ordinary
way with his church, and in tlie several steps and passages
of a christian's life ! For these mercies, which bring the
word and promise to pass, are new every morning, and cry
aloud, if we could hear, great is his faithfulness. Tills is

indeed tried ; and needs there more, to convince a blind
man, that his sight is restored to him, but that he certainly
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seeth ? sure they never wanted confirmations here, who eld

but seriously seek to be confirmed.
2. Is it not a clear truth, which not only is found upon

the exactest trial, but is witnessed by such who ever tried

it in their most pressing straits, and extremity ? for it is in
the darkest night this truth hath most brightly shined ; and
these more remarkable venturous acts of faith, have they
not still brought forth most convincing experiments of this
truth ? We may say, there is none can give a better ac-
count of the performance of the word, than diose who
against hope, have believed in hopCj that this never made
them ashamedi

3. Is it not also clear, whereofthere are such solemn ex-
traordinary confirmations in all ages ? For that his name is

near, his wondrous works declare. I am sure, no time
could ever deny its witness, how by great convincing prov-
idences, both ofjudgment and mercy, it hath been so seal-

ed j as hath forced atheists to keep silence ; no time, where-
in the church had not cause to erect a pillar, and engrave
thereon, IVe have seen with our eyes the great and won-
drous works of the Lord, by which he hath witnessed the
truth of his word.

4. Is it not a manifest truth, which even in the most
strange, and dark footsteps of Providence, so clearly sb.in-

eth forth ? These, which at the first look are an astonish-

ment^ and hard to be understood, yet after most clearly

verify the scripture ; that whilst the Lord's way goelh out
of our sight, yea, out of the ordinary road of his working,
through a labyrinth of turnings, and cross dispensations,

yet at length it doth evidently clear, and disentangle itself

which men may ofi see break forth as the sun out of a dark
cloud, tliat shineth the more brightly, the more it was ob-
scur d.

5. Is it not very clear^ which can be demonstrated by
such visible effects in these great changes of the world ?

For the fulfilling of the scripture is not a thing hid in a cor-

ner, but oft published on the house tops, that men may see

legibly written, upon kingdoms and nations, the desolate

ruins, and devastation of cities and houses great and fair,

which are made to be without inhabitants, so as those who
go by may clearly read the cause, and bear tiiat witness,

Z(?, there is sin 'uisibly punished according te the ivord.

6. How clear is this, which we have so evidently drawn
out, and acted over in a christian walk ? For what else is

the spiritual conversation of such, those visible effects and
evidences of the grace of God all along a christian's way,
but a visible convincing witness to the performance of the
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word ? Have not such a very audible echo and resound to

that which is the great drift and scope of the scripture ?

where men may see the bible turned over into a practical

history, written forth, and acted on the heart, and conver-

sation of the saints, as on a stage, or theatre ; the word liv-

ing, speaking, moving, and clearly diffusing itself through

all the veins, as it were, and conduits of a christian's life ;

so tiiat if the truth, and reality of the grace of God be a

thing manifest, and unquestionable, _ we must also see

therein the real performance of the scripture.

7. I shall add, we may clearly see how one piece cfthe

scripture is nothing else but the punctual fulfilling, and ac-

complishment of the other ; how that which was shadow-
ed out by dark types, under the lav,-, and held in a proph-

ecy, through the Old Testarpent, is written before our eyes

in a plain, and real history in the New Testament, and that

the gospel is only a fulfilling of the law and the prophets.

IV. Though it is very manifest, and by undeniable

proofs can be demonstrated,' that the scripture hath a real

accomplishment, and doth certainly take place, in the con-

stant course -of providence here in the world, that I am
sure if men do not darken themselves, they can be no stran-

gers to such a thing ; yet we must say, This truth, ivkicb

most nearly concerns us, is to the most of men, (even such
who seem to give a large assent to the word) a mystery
and dark riddle. There are few wlio do but inquire if

there be such a thing, if the promises and threatenings have
indeed a certain outmaking ; few do seriously ponder the

providences of God, in which the truth and faithfulness

of the word sliineth forth, that they may thereby be further

confirmed. We see that to many, (alas too many) the great

concernments of the law and everlasting happiness are a
trivial and an impertinent business ; this is a truth the
world doth pass without regardhig. Such as sport ^t relig-

ion, when they come to earnest here, dare not stand be-
fore this -discovery ; it concernetli them much to reconcile

their principles with their practice, their fear begerteth ha-
tred, and both put their wit and invention on the rack, how
to dispute away any remainder of a conscience, to imprison
their light, and umler the pretext of reason, run down god-
liness, and the absolute necessity thereof: yea, besides,
doth not sensuality, wherein m.anj^ wallow, and steep them-
selves, so dull and drown the soul, put «uch an interposi-

tion of the earth betv.ixt them, and this truth, as wholly
darkens it ? And, oh, how sad, that many having a large

profession to be christians, scarce ever knew what it is to
put the word-to an essay and trial, in the concernments of



36 The Fulfilling of the Scripture.

their life : to have their light followed with experience,
wherein the very truth and reality of religion lieth.

To clear this, I shall hold forth some things, which may
shew how little this truth of the scripture's accompHsh-
ment is known, or studied by the most ofmen.

1. The abounding of so much atheism, that there are

many who not only disclaim the practice of that religion

they seem to profess, but do state themselves in most direct

opposition totherules and principles thereof: these to whom
the scripture is but as a romance, yea, who do only con-
verse therewith to prove their wit and parts in impugning
the same ; who avowedly mock at thejudgments and prov-

idences ofGod ; 1 confess these maybe reckoned mon-
sters, a very prodigy in the time, wherein they live ; though,
alas, it is not the least part of the world ! and which is

strange ! we see the most horrid atheists do usually abound
where the light of the gospel hath most shincd, the sav-

age places of the earth bring forth no such monstrous
birtiis, as are hatched within the visible church ; for thus
thejudgment of God putteth a blacker dye on them than
odiers. O what a terrible sound would the fulfilling of the"

scripture have in men's ears, if they once came to have se-

rious thoughts thereof; since they cannot admit this, but
they must certainly read their own sentence ofdeath, which
a few days shall put in execution ; and if the scripture be
true, they are then unspeakably miserable !

2. That indifference whicii we see among men about
religion, and the most interesting truths of scripture, doth
show how litde this is known or laid to heart ; whence,
there is such a generation who do not professedly deny the

scripture, yet can turn it over in a school problem, and
- wonder that men should engage so far upon it. Jt is not
that it is hid from them, but they truly choose to hide them-
selves from it ; as more suidng that interest they drive,

that the truth of God should be rather a matter of opinion
than of faith, a thing which they would dispute, but not

believe. But, O, what other thoughts would a clear sight

of this cause, that within so few days the truths and
threatenings of the word shall be sad earnest ; the fulfillii-ig

whereof no sharpness of wit, nor subtle arguments, will be
able to evade

!

3- That there is so much barren theory of divine truths

in the world, with so little serious christian diligence, doth
it not sadly witness how small acquaintance men have w ith

this truth ? Whence, we see so great a part of those who
professedly acknowledge the word, and are daily convers-

ing with it, yet can give no otlier account thereof but re-
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port ; so many that can satisfyingly discourse of the scrip-

ture, could never put their seal to it, that God is true there-

in. Whence are so many great school divines, and able

ministers for parts, such visible atheists in their way, and
practice ? Is it not, they really judge divinity and religion,

rather a science, and matter of speculation, than a matter

of sense and feeling, which men should more live than

speak, and cannot be known without experience, the true

end of knowledge ? But, O this cannot be found in books,
men will not meet with it in a throng of choicest notions^

it confoundeth the wise, and the disputer of this world,
whilst the meanest and most simple christian oft knoweth
more than those of greatest parts.

4. The great hypocrisy which is in the world, I mean
within the visible church, doth too clearly shew, that this

truth is little thought on, or laid to heart. For what is

that false shew, and appearance (which we may say is not
a sin, but the very sinfulness of sin.) Is it not the height

ofatheism ? And a real contradiction in their practice, to

this, that the soi-lpture of God is true, and will have an un-
questionable accomplishment ? O could any be so mon-
strously irrational, to drive this poor plot, how to appear
that which they are not, to be at such pains to act the part

handsomely of a serious christian, to personate his tears,

and grief, his spiritual frame, his zeal for God, if he did
think gravely on this truth, and did believe the threatenings

of the word : that they will surely take place and be with-

in a Uttle while no compliment, but sad earnest, and that

he is every hour standing imder that scripture wo against

hypocrites ? 1 am sure it would make his very hair stand up-
right, hisjoints loose, and his thighs smite upon one an-
other, could he but seriously think upon this.

5. 1'hose unwarrantable -ways which in a time of trial

men take for their escape, may witness this, that the word
they do not judge a sure ground to venture on. Whence
is there such hesitation in suffering times ? From that day
many taking their leave of Christ, who have rather chosen
sin than affliction ? O is it not that they judge the testimo-
ny of the God of truth is not sufficient security to carry
them througli such a strait, and are not fully persuaded that

it must come to pass what he hath promised ? For ifthey
were, they should reckon it their greatest safetj'' to embark
their interest on so sure a ground, and with much quietness
repose their soul, and disburthen their care bj^ putting it

over on the word.
6. What doth the frequent discouragement and uncom-

fortable walk of the people ofGod speak forth ? doth it not
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witness how little they are in earnest with this great truth

of the scripture's accomplishment, or established herein ?

What mcaneth these distrustful fears, and perplexed com-
plaints ? If their eyes be but open to know, they have such
a well as the promise ofGod, at their liand, how is it that

the smallest straits are so puzzling, and ready to outwit
them, that they so usually stumble at the cross ? And as

things from without do appear, their encouragement made
to ebb and flow ? Is not here the cause, that they stagger

at the promise, whilst probabilities in some visible way,
do not go along for its performance ? It is truly easy to

have some sweet notions of faith at a distance, but whilst

the trial comes near, upon such a close approach, that

there is not another way, but to put the a\ hole stress of
their particular interest on the word, and on it alone, many
are then at a stand, because they are not thoroughly assur-

ed, that though the earth should be overturned, there is an
absolute necessity for the promise of God to take place.

Now from these things may it not appear, that this grave

truth of the scripture's accomplishment is but little known,
or studied ? I confess, we may think on it with astonish-

ment, liow a matter so nearly concerning us is not more
our work ! there are indeed many things worthy to be
known, but our short life can scarce allow time, or give

leisure for the study thereof. But O this, though we had
only two days to live, I think might require the one, to be
sure and persuaded about the truth of that w hereon our
heaven and eternal blessedness lieth, and on which we
must lay our last hold, when we are in the passage at that

strange step betwixt time and eternity. O what a wonder,
how rational souls vvlio walk on the border of the greatest

hope and fear imaginable, can yet be so unconcerned
thereabout ! such serious thoughts might force men to re-

tire, and go sit alone ; and truly these things gravely con-

sidered may seem strange and hard to reconcile.

1. That there is such a thing as the very word and tes-

timony of God thisday upon record, wherewith we have
so much to do, which doth offer itself to men's trial, and
exactest search ; and yet we put it so little to tliat touch-

stone, that we may know it upon another account, than
report or hearsay.

2. How in a matter of such high importance, as salvation

through all eternity, and the ground of this hope, men
sliould take the truth on an implicit faith, or satisfy them-
selves with a common assent thereto, as though it were
enough to witness our believing the same, because we did

never doubt or call it in question : I am sure, men would
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not be so lax, and so easy to satisfy, in the most common
interest they have here in the world.

3. How can men render to others a reason of their hope,

when it is inquired, who did never ask a reason of this at

themselves ? or will those seal the truth with their blood,

wlio never had it sealed upon their heart by experience i

4. Whence is it that men can liave comfort in scripture,

who are not well grounded in the faith thereof ? Indeed
those who are solidly persuaded about the truth, and its

certain outmaking, may haveniuch joy and peace ; whilst

they know, the ground of their confidence can bear up any
stress or burden they lay upon it. And for what end did
the Lord witness the certainty of his word by two immu-
table things, wherein it is impossible for him to lie, but
that from so sure and strong a ground, his people might
have strong consolation ?

5. How can any think to adventure their immortal soul

upon that, whereon they fear to venture an outward in-

terest ? or put over their dearest things into his hand and
keeping, who could never say, they know in whom they

-believed ?

6. May it not seem strange, that men can believe a cer-

tain performance of the word and promises, and not be
more deeply affected therewith ? O is this true, yliall it

surely come to pass, and not one jot thereof fall to the

ground ? and should it not cause us to awake in the niglit,

and ever bear us company ? Ought we not to think our-
selves at a sad pass, that day, wherein we take not a turn
in the meditation of divine truths, if we be sure that tliesc

must take place ?

7. I would add, if this be indeed the scriptureof God,
which surely hath an accomplishment, O how is it we arc
so little christians? Why doth men's walk so sadly jitr

with so great a hope ? What manner of persons should
those be, that are persuaded, within a little time these
heavens must pass away as a scroll, the elements melt with
fervent heat, and the earth be burnt up ? I diink, if this
will not press home on men, to be fervent and diligent, tlK y
must be in a very sad lethargy.

V.
_
The accompUshinent ofscripture Is a most clear ^ ami

undeniable ivitness of its cUwiity ; that it is his word, "vvho

is not like man to lie, or thesonofm.an to repent, and
hath this, as its distinguishing character, that not one sylla-

ble thereof falls to the ground. This is th.e undoubted
privilege ofGod, and of him alnne, to foresee things con-
tingent, which are many ages after to fall out, and have na
dependence upon necessary, and natural causes ; ai;d Xx\u
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ly, this may be a convincing argument, yea, we may say,

of all external testimonies is the greatest ; but it is Strang*

to think what a generation there is, who can sport at tlie

scripture, and question the truth tiiereof ! who yet did

never once seriously inquire if such a thing be true, else

so clear a uitness might stare them in the face. Such a

party we should look on witii compassion. It is also sad

to think at how poor a rate, far below their allowance, anany
of the saints do here live, because there is so little of that

excellent and more noble spirit, to search the scripture for

their further comfort and establishment thereby.

It is true, this blessed record doth bear witness to itself^

and is kno^vn by its o'.vn light : \vhercon there is such a
visible impress ofthe glorious God, such convincing marks
of its true descent, as may thoroughly show whose it is,

and how far it exceeds all human invention ; and thus by
a clear manifestation of the truth, doth commend itself to

men's consciences, as a safe ground whereon they may re-

pose their soul. It is also clear, how wonderfully the

scripture hath been preserved, and the original copies

thereofkept through all ages, that whatever small variation

there may appear as to some Apiculi, which in some
places hath caused diverse readings, yet in any necessary,

or saving truth, the greatest critics will confess they do not

in the least vary ; and it is known (wherein we are to adore

that special providence of God) that the Jewish church,

to whom this sacred dcpositmn was delivered, did with

such exact and singular care look to the same, even in the

least tiftle, or letter thereof ; this being the great work and

study of the Mazorites, from one age to another, to see to

the preserving of that great record, from being in the least

vitiated or corrupted ; and the greatest adversaries of the

how marvellous the whole frame of the scripture is ? What
a correspondency betwixt all the paits thereof, that nothing

in it doth in the' least vitiate the proportion and beauty of

the work, but it has all along an evident tendency to ad-

vance holiness, and conform the soul to God. With a

wonderful consent and harmony in an5^^'ering to this great

end, we see the simplicity, and plainness of its style, yet

backed with a convincing majesty, and authority upon the

conscience ;
yea, besides, it hath been attested by mira-

cles, that were great in thmiselves, famous in their time,

transmitted to the church in after ages, with unanswerable

evidences of their truth ; that not onlj' the witness of the
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word, bi.it other pressing and rational grounds may let us
see there could be no dect it, or imposture therein.

These are a great testimony to the truth ; but I may say

on very sure ground, that, next to that great witness of the

Spirit, there is no argument more convincing to reach

atheism a stroke, and thoroughly satisfy an exercised spirit,

who may be plunged about this great thing, the authority

ofthe scripture, than a clear discovery of its performance
whilst under the assault of such a temptation, If this be
the very word of God, they may but retire within, and
then turn their eyes abroad in tlie world, to see what a

visible impress of the word is stamped on every piece of
the work and ):>rovidence of God. Now for further clear-

ing, I would offer these few things.

1. The accomplishment of the scripture is a very pub-
lic testimony from heaven to its divinity, whilst the Lord
by his works through the earth, which are done in the view
of angels and men, doth solemnly avow that thjs is liis

word. For we must say, his work within on the hearts of
his people, and without about the church, is such, whereat
men, yea, all the magicians ofthe earth, may stand amaz-
ed, and confess that nothing less than a divine almighty
power can accomplish the same.

2. This gives in the witness of all the generation of the

righteous ; who from the beginning have proved the truth

thereof, yea, it is sealed by the blood of many excellent

christians, some of whom, though they could not well dis-

pute for it, yet had so strong a demonstration of the power
of the truth within, as made it an easy work to die for the

same.
3. This doth clearly shew, the scripture is an uncliangc-

able rule of righteousness that alters not ; but takes place

in all ages, whence such as are wise to bring providence
into the \^'ord, and compare the experience and remarks
of one tirne with another, may have a great reach, and be
hus led in a sure path, as to the foreseeing of events.

4. This also doth demonstrate, that it is his word, wiio

doth rule and guide the world, and hath a sovereign do-
minion over the same : wlnlst we may here see such re-

markable events, which both in the present and in former
tirnes have fallen out, as m:\y shew a power, tluit can reach
the greatest with a stroke, shake the most established king-
doms, and even over the belly of insuperable difficulties,

accomplish the word
; yea, that surely the spirit of the

vvheels which moves them, is from him whose word this

is. For it is not more clear, that these curtains of the
heavens are stretched forth over the earth, than that the

F
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scripture is stretched out over the whole work and frame
of Providence : so as that all the motions and steps thereof,

even ofthe most casual things that fall out, have a visible

tendency to accomplish those ends which the scripture

hath held forth.

5. Tliis clearly sheweth, it must be his ^vord, who hath
foreseen all tilings that were to befal the church, and the

various changes and adventures of every christian's life

through time ; whilst it is so wonderfully shaped and suit-

ed to every new trial of the church, as if intended only for

tliat time, and to every case of a godly man, as though it

had been alone writ for them.

6. This also sheweth, that he who is the author of the

scripture, and hath framed that admirable piece, must have
some immediate correspondence with the spirit of man,
knovvethour sitting down, and rising up, yea, doth search

the i"ieart and the reins. For experience can tell how the

word is directed to the heart, doth reach the most inward
contrivances thereof, doth so clearly reveal and open up a

christian to himself, that we may say, of a truth he is the

God of the spirits of all flesh, and one greater than our
heart, whose it is.

7. I shall further add, the fulfilling of the scripture in

the experience of the saints doth shew, it is not a dead let-

ter, but iiath power, and life ; and there must be an en-

lightening quickening spirit, that surely goeth along with

the same. This clearly demonstrates something above
words, yea, above nature, in the written word, that can
make such a change upon the soul, give life to the dead,

open the eyes of the blind, yea, can turn a lump of earth,

that formerly tended downward, now without any Aiolence

to move, from a principle of life towards God, as the

sparks flee upward.
VI. The accomplishment of the scripture is a inost pleas-

ant, and truly delectable subject,^ worthy of our serious

thoughts, and study. For here is held out the highest

truth, for the judgment to contemplate the truth and faith-

fulness of God in the word ; and here is also the greatest

good for the affections to embrace, and delight in, as that

wherein our whole happiness is certainly wrapt up. It is

undeniable, that it is the godly man, who knoweth best

what true and solid pleasure is ; which he doth not lose, by
turning his heart from the creature to God, but maketh a

blessed exchange. O, how far do the joys and delights of

the soul exceed those of the senses ! And the delight of a

christian, how far doth it surpass that of a natural man,
even in his best estate ! and sure, this precious study of
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the daily performance of the word, is one of these paths of

pleasure, which would bring in more solid joy to the spirit

in some few hours, than some years wallowing in the car-

nal delights of the flesh, whicli is but as pleasure in sport,

but quickly turneth to grief in earnest. It is one of the

great mistakes of the world, that religion tends so much to

sadden and disquiet the soul ; nay, it is certainly the want
of this, because we are so little truly religious. When wc
shuffle over our duty, and take but a passing look of the

ways and work ofGod in the world, then it is indeed very

aftrighting, and unpleasant : but when in a more christian

way, we do seriously look thereupon, and get our heart

near God, taking the word along with us, O how delight-

ful, and ravishing a sight will this be !
_
I truly think,

though there were not a command, though it were no duty,

nor such advantage in the study of this grave truth, yet

thatjoy and refreshment, ^vhich the soul would find in such

a diligent search, in going down into this blessed deep,

should invite us thereto.

But when I speak of this, what a sweet, and delightful

subject, the performance andoutmaking of the scripture is,

it must be understood, that it is so only to the saints : and
it is no wonder, the world keep at such a distance from it

;

for this is a truth they cannot bear, they hate it, which (as

Micajah) doth prophesy always hard things, and carrieth

a message of death to them ; a serious view of this truth,

to ungodly men, is as the hand writing upon the wall before

them, which doth foretell their approaching ruin, and
should cause them all to tremble ; the knowledge whereof
must increase their sorrow, and disquietness, yea, cause

them to cry out, O, do not torment us before the time.

For they are surely undone, and ruined, if the scrip-

ture of God be true, and hath a perform.ance. But,

O what pleasant and refreshful tidings doth this carry to a
christian ! What a sweet view doth he here get of the in-

heritance, and blessed estate ofthe saints, which may cause

such an exclamation, How great is that goodness, which is

laid up for those that fear thee !

To demonstrate this, I shall hold out some things, from
which we may see how delightful a subject the accomplish-
ment ofthe scripture is, for a christian to study.

1. Serious converse with this grave truth leadeth for-

ward to practice, and thus helpeth to bring down theory to

experience: which is the most sweet, and desirable of all

other demonstrations, that we can have of the truth of the;

scripture, and maketh our light clear, and pleasant to the

eyes, turning the exercise of our judgment and reasoii
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thereabout, into sense and feeling ; we are then made to see
what a difference there is, betwixt that discovery which a
spiritual man (whose religion is his practice) hath of this,

and the cold winter light of natural understanding, that

hath no heat or warmth therewith ; which is as great a
difference, as betwixt hearing of such a thing by report, and
seeing it with our eyes.

2. This blessed study, how the scripture hath certain

accomplishment, would help us to read the word with an-

other kind of pleasure. O, what representation should
,

then the truths and promises thereofhave to the godly man ?
'

It would be as one going in to look over his charters, ancV^
the great things therein contained, which he doth not in

the least debate, or question, since they are past the seals,

and fully ratified, and now considereth all which is promis-
\

ed, as hisown, which he looked in former times upon, but
as a common thing, whilst he made not earnest of the cer-

tainty thereof, and what an interest he had in the same.
O, when be rcadeth that promise of a new heaven and
earth, and that glorious estate which abideththe saints ; he
cannot turn his eyes and thoughts so easily off it, but is

made to stand, and wonder, that so great a thing, that will

make such a marvellous change in his condition, is even
shortly to come to pass ! How sweet and pleasant is it, for

such an ojie to turn ovl r the promises, who can set to his

seal, and bear this witness, that he hath as really proved
the truth thereof by sure experience, as he knoweth he
hath a real being ! Surely the bible is another thing to
these, than it is lo the greater part ofmen, who only make
it the subject of their contemplation.

3. in tliis blessed study \\t should have niuch brought
to our hand to obseive, and our observation made sweet,

and pleasant to us* For there we might see how all the

I.>aths of the Lord tov^ards his people are mercy and truth :

this Avould give us a refreshing diary of Providence ; how
in such a plunging strait we found the word sensibly seal-

ed ; what observable confirmations we^ have had there-

with, at such a time and in such a condition ; the after re-

counting of which in an hour of trial, or in the evening of
our life, would exceed the greatest pleasures, the men of
this vv'Orld can have, in looking over their gold and great-

est treasures, which for many years they have been lay-

ing up.

4. In the serious study of the daily accomplishing of
the scripture, we should have a most satisfying view and
prospect of what God is doing up and down the earth ;

what purposes and designs he hath on foot ; and how
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things here beneath do work together for carrying on of
the same. We should see what an excellent and curious
piece of work this frame of providence is, which the more
it is considered, it will be the more a wonder ; how per-

fect in all its various colours ; what an observable concur-
rence there is here ; how several discords^ which we see

here, do yet agree with one consent, for the completing of
God's design, \vhich is still going on ; and whilst we
think there must be some disorder amongst the wheels,

we are made aficr to see that this confusion was an excel-

lent step ofProvidence, confounding the wisdom of men ;

every piece of his way be ing so knit to another, as discov-

ers to such who make this blessed truth their serious study,

a niost rare contexture, beyond the reach of the greatest

artists that ever was.
^
Here also we might go up to that

watch towef of christian observation, and from thence take
a grave view ofGod's way, and lay his work in the world
to the scripture as the measuring line ; where we should
see (and find the sight thereof very pleasant) how the word
every day takes place, doth issue through all the veins and
arteries of providence, each line v/hereof is so exactly
drawn, as by a pencil in some skilful hand, to that great
exemplar of the scripture. Here we might discern those
eminent examples of judgment and mercy, that in every
age are set before us ; how wicked men prosper for a
time, yet have a dreadful issue, and are suddenly cast in-

to destruction ; they spread as a green bay tree, and with-
in a little time their place cannot be found ; also how the
godly are oft sore afflicted, yet flourishing as the palm tree,

and tlie more they are depressed, the more they grow

;

l\ow the enemies of the church are oft lifted up, for a sorer
fcill ; and the church brought low, in order to her greater
enlargement ; how judgment fmdeth out sinners, and is

oft exactly proportioned in measure and kind to the sin ;

and on the other hand how integrity is sore tossed oft, yet
still falleth upon its feet, and overclouded that it may
shine more brightly after ; how the threatenings of the
word do visibly overtake kingdoms and nations, bring down
great houses, cause those brought up in scarlet to embrace
the dunghill, and oft let not the hoary head of cruel and
wicked vnen go into the grave in peace ; and again to con-
sider how the Lord forsaketh not his people, but sheweth
respect to their way ; the good man walketh in his integ-

rity, and his seed after him is blessed. O, how sweet an
exercise were this for a christian, even to lose himself in !

5. From thence we might in a great measure discern ivhat

of the night it is with the church ; ifthere be any evidences
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that it is near day ; and what such a sinful case doth threaten

;

we should be skilful to feel the church's pulse, and there-

by find what symptoms there are of life or death, and per-
ceive a dark cloud of judgment advancing, when it is but
like an handbreadth. Surely this study would make us
wise to know the times, and what we ought to do therein ;

for amongst those various events which fall out in every
age, the Lord's way is constant with itself, and with his

truth, if we be right observers.

6. Here we should have a most pleasant and clear view,
how the scripture of God comprehendeth the whole state

of the church, from the beginning to the end of time : that

it is a most full, and perfect register of all the vicissitudes

and alterations, which are to go over her head, whilst in a
militant condition ; and doth also most exactly point out
those occurrences, and remarkable events, which fall out
in the ordinary way and course of providence, that we may
i%ad them as evidently in the word, as we see them with -

our eyes fall out in the world. For in following this study,'

we should clearly see how the scripture bringeththe church -^

to light, out of the womb of an eternal decree, and doth-
trace it from the first promulgation of the gospel after the-
fall, through these dark times before the flood, whilst it

was but in families, and through that long trial in Egypt,
and all its setded and flourishing condition in Canaan, ancl

carrieth her forward through all the several changes of her
case, under her following decay, and in the time of the cap-
tivity, even to the manifestation of Christ, and dawning of
the gospel. And as it thus taketh in within its reach the
whole estate and the special events, which did befal the -

church under the law, so we may see how the scripture"^

also followeth the church, through the whole time of the
gospel, and bringethher as a grain of mustard seed from a

day of small things, until it bring her to perfection, taketh
her as it were by the hand from her infancy, and goeth
with her through all the turnings of her condition ; through
that long and dark night of antichrist's reign, pointeth clear-

ly out her condition, and various assaults that she^ should
endure in that time, and that blessed victory which she
should afterwards have, though not all at once, but gradu-
allj^over her enemies ; and that the word and the church
do never part, but one walketh step for step with the other,

until it bring iier safe to land, and as it were put her oft' its

hand and guard, at the coming of Christ.

7. This would also help us to sweet thoughts, and give
us matter ofa song in the saddest night ofthe church's con- - •

dition. When we see how God's great design in the
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world is the accomplishing of the scripture, ami know that

his ends which he hath held forth therein, cannot be frus-

trated, it would serve to silence all our complaints, with

wondering at God's way, and triumphing in ihe works of

his hands : we should not then be afraid of evil tidings ;

a stormy time would not outwit us ; being persuaded that

though the earth should be overturned, it shall be surely

well with the righteous, the church must flourish, and all

her enemies be found liars, because he is faithful that hath

promised, whose word will as surely come to pass, as the

sun doth return after a dark night.

VII. It doth now more specially concern the godly in

these latter times^ to study this great truth qf\ the accom-

plishment of the scripture, and set about a serious inquiry

and search therein, as a trutii that shall yet be in a further

measure discovered, and opened up, the nearer the church
is to the end of time : which may thus appear.

1. Herein is the word express, that one piece of the*

scripture, which from former ages was sealed up, should
in the latter days be clear, and easy to understand. Dan.
xii. 4, 9. The seal is there put on ; but go thy way
Daniel, for these words are closed up and sealed till the

time of the end. But, Rev. xxii. 9. We have that bar

taken off, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book ;

for the time is at hand; because then the time did draw
near, to which a more full discovery and opening of the

scripture was reserved, and a more large manifestation of
the spirit beyond former ages. No"\v by the last days, we
are not only to understand the wh.ole time of the gospel, •

though it is thus termed in the scripture, but the latter part
of these last times, which is more especially pointed at,

evep the close and evening of time, that last epocha, and
period of prophetic chronology, to which a greater accomr
plishment of scripture prophecies is reserved.

2. This also is expressly promised, that in the latter

days, tiie church sliall have a more full discovery of this
truth, how the scripture is verified, Dan. xii. 4. Many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased ;
which increase, as it clearly pointeth at the last times, i-md

that bright day the church shall liave, when Israel shall be
Drought in to Christ, it doth also point at and promise
some greater light, and a more full opening up of tlie mys-
teries of the word, and fulfilling thereof : For the former
part of the chapter sheweth, that increase of knowledge
doth relate to those things which were before sealed. We
wait and believe the further accomplishment of this prom-
ise to the church, beyond ail we have yet seen ; that many
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scripture truths, now dark and abstruse, shall be made so
clear, as shall even cause us to wonder at the gross mis-
takes we once had thereof, yea, that after generations shall

have a discovery and insight into some prophecies now ob-
scure, which shall as far exceed us, as this time doth go
beyond former ages, which comparatively we must say
were very dark. O ! when that promise of the incalling

of the Jews shall once take place, what a wonder will they
be to themselves, that their understanding should have
been under such a veil ! When the truth shall be clear,

and evident to them in that day ! Will it not be a sweet
and easy work, for the godly to sort together the predictions

of the word, and the events ? And truly there is much
now wrapt up in scripture prophecies, not yet fulfillfd,

which (we may say) in after times, when the event shall

unveil their meaning, will exceed, yea, confound all those
comments, many have had upon them.

3. Is it not also clear, that those prophecies, which of all

the scripture were most obscure, and overclouded with
dark figures and allegories, concerning which there had
been such mistake and hesitation by the church, so many
perplexing queries, have a peculiar respect to the last times ^

And that then they shall be made plain, and easy, wiien so
notable a key, as the event doth open them up ; such as those
of the witnesses recovering life, and rising again, Babylon's
fall and ruin, Christ reigning with his saintsa thou sand years,

which now are in some measure already cleared, from their

begun accomplishment, beyond former times ; but we
wait for a more full commentary, that time shall give upon
the same.

4. It is in the latter times, that the glory of God in his

truth and faithfulness, shall most eminently shine forth.

That is a part of the solemn congratulation of the church
upon Babylon's fall. Rev. xv. 3. not only Great and mar-
vellous are thy works, butJust aud true are thy ivays. For
truly in diis stroke of the judgment of God, and those re-

markable providences concurring therewith, the fulfiiling

of the scripture will be so plain and undeniable, tiiat we
may say, it will then dazzle the eyes of men, even greatest

atheists, alarm the world, yea, very effectually contribute

Cwe have ground so to judge) to that promised increase of
the church, and incoming of the Jews, when in Antichrist's

fall and ruin they shall see so convincing a seal put to one
of the most considerable prophecies of the word; in the

accomplishment whereof much of the prophetic part of the

New Testament, relathig to the church's state, and her

long trial under Antichrist's reign, may be seen clearly

verified.
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5. The Lord hath reserved his greatest works to the
latter days, wherein his judgments shall be manifest, and
the word confirmed by sucli solemn convincing provi-

dences, that men will not get them passed without a re-

mark ; we are this day witnesses to many such, and are

looking what these times shall yet bring forth, that the great

and remarkable acts of the Lord must force the world to
see a divine power ; and say, lo, there is an undoubted ac-

complishment of the scripture.

6. The church in these last times hath peculiar advan-
tages, for understanding this truth of the scripture's ac-
complishment, which former ages had not. 1. A great
part thereof is now fulfilled, that men may see with their

eyes, if they but know how to lay the word and work of
God together. The christian church had in former times
but dark glances at these great things, which we have this

day visibly transcribed in providence ; the promises were
then travailing in birth of that which is now brought forth.

2. Are we not mounted, as it were, on the shoulders of
that experience and observation of former times, which
hath been transmitted to us ? and we must say upon that

account, the church hath now a greater seal and confirma-
tion of the truth, than what it had in the days of the proph-
ets and the apostles, even when Christ was in the flesh.

S. The temple of God and ark of his Testament, is now
opened in heaven, light more fully abounding, and the
means of knowledge. And, O ! should not this be much
our study, who have a greater talent than former ages !

certainly this will be a sin of a deeper dye, than in times of
ignorance ; since we can be no strangers to this truth, with-
out shutting our eyes, blinding the conscience, doing vio-

lence to our light, when the Lord doth give his peoi)Ie such
solemn confirmations.

7. I shall add, is it not clearly foretold in Dan. xii. 4.

that in the last times this will be one ofthe special exercises
of the saints to inquire, and make a diligent search con-
cerning the scripture's accomplishment ? For it is there
said, many shall run to andfro, and knoixiledge shall be in*

creased; importing, that this shall be much their study,
and cause a diligent search, whereunto the great works of
God in these times shall invite them : And what should
be the posture of the godly in these days, on whom
the end of the world is come ? should it not be like the
watchman in the last watch of the night, who looketh oft

what appearance there is from the east of the day breaking f

A serious inquiry what of the scripture is fulfilled, where-
by we may know on very clear grounds, if the night be far
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spent, the day at hand, and that the coming of the Lord to

judgment dravveth near.
j;

VIII. This is a great, and interesting duty for christ*

ians to study this truth, that they may hai}e something more
than report, hoiv the scripture hath a sure accomplishment^
and doth take place in the p^o^'idences of the time where*
in we live. I must think it strange, that there is such a
great help as this, so near, and yet we see it not, nor do
seriously ponder the same, when the command is so ex-
press to observe the works ofthe Lord, which for that end
are shewed forth, that men may inquire, and read the faith-

fulness of God therein ;
yea, that so great a truth, which

would abide the search of all the critics of the world, a
truth wherein our blessedness through time and eternity

lieth, should ofier itself to our trial, and yet, is so little

known ! O, who can dispense with the neglect of this du-
ty ? by which we answer that solemn call and invitation of
the works of God, do honour him, serve our generation,

are helpers to our own faith, and are thereby helped to

strengthen others, yea, are brought to see with our eyes,

and from experience, what before was as a strange thing

unto us.

Now to clear how much this is a christian's duty, to

study a practical converse with the word, and to be serious

obsei'vers of its accomplishment, let us consider,

1. We are thus helped to declare the works of the Lord,
and to give him the glory of his faithfulness. And is not
that a weighty duty ? which at all times, in every station

and condition of life, should engage men to this study.

Thus, every christian may become a witness to the truth,

and put his seal thereto ; for which he should think his life

truly desirable, and doth in no small measure attain the

true end thereof, though he had no other opportunity, for

his master's service. We may say, this truth of the scrip-

ture's accomplishment, like a great roll, hath been trans*,

mittedfrom hand to hand, from one age to another, attest-

ed, and as it were, subscribed by so many witnesses, it

doth thus come to our time, and to every man's door, and
require their personal witnessing and sealing of the same.

2. This should make it an easy work, to trust the word,
and to adventure thereon in the ordinary occurrences of
their life. They may well trust God in a strait, who have
so strong an argument to make use ol', that oft they have
tried him, and the truth of his word, by many, many ex-

periences. Will not those that know his name, trust on him^ ?

Which was a notable testimony from a serious christian in
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1

a very sharp trial :
" Oft have I tried God, and shall I not

learn to trust him once ?

"

3. This doth lay the christian in the way of that promise.

Psal. cvii. 43. a promise truly large and comi>rehensiv<',

but little considered, that such as are wise to observe the

works of God, they shall see the louing kindness of the Lord^
even in their own particular case made out to ihem, yea,

whilst they are serious to observe his works abroatl in the

world, and his way to others, they shall be no losers ihtixby
at home ; but find this promise meet them and turn their

general observation, into personal experience of the loving

kindness of the Lord.
4. Thus the saints by experiencing the truth of the word,

get a convincing seal thereby to their interest in the promise.

For begun possession is indeed a sti'ong witness to this

right, when they can say, they have got as certain returns

of the ^\'ord, which they have put to an essay, in some parr

ticuhrs of their life, as they are sure of any thing they did

ever see ; so that from unquestionable experience they may
set up a pillar, and write thereon, Hitherto hath the Lord
helped us.

5. Thus should christians, with much advantage, be
helped to convince gainsaj'ers. For it is sure, atheism
could not make so bold and public an appearance, if men
did not so much take their religion on trust. O, the seri-

ous experienced man can with another confidence own the

truth ; whose experience and observation of the works of
God give him an argument that none can answer, while
not only he can assert, but conduct and lead rnen to the

things themselves, that they may see, if in such and such
particulars the scripture be not truly fulfilled.

6. Thus the providence of God would have a more
sweet refreshing countenance ; when from this great height
that watchtower of christian observation, we take a view
thereof. And truly, otherwise, men will stumble at the

most ordinary dispensations, and think God's work is a
mass of confusion : but here we are taught to see, how the
written word and his way are linked in a most svveet agree-
ment.

7. We may thus trace divine truth, even by our sense
and feeling, and join the word and experience in a regular
correspondence : yea, thus we should have a clear trans-

cript of the Lord's way with his church, taken out of that

great authentic original of the scripture, and tlicre see on
what a solid basis and foundation, that magnificent struc-
ture of Providence is raised up. What a notable key
should wc thus have for opening the scripture, by a serious
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humble inquiry after the works of God ? where not only
the impression and sign of the power, but of the truth and
faithfulness of the Lord, are so very legible.

8. This is apiece of our talent, wherewith we are en-

trusted ; of which every christian should study a serious

improvement, knowing they must render an account, what
their observation of this great truth hath gained, and what
further establishment and confirmation they have thus at-

tained.

9. I would add, the concernment and weight of this

study may press it much on us. For, if the scripture's ac-

complishment be an undoubted truth, O ! then this is sure,

the saints have a great inheritance : they are princes,

though now under a disguise ; and though yet minors,
they are heirs of more than the world can shadow forth.

The christian is then more happy on a dunghill, scraping .

his sores, than such who are clothed in put pie, and farCy

delicately every day. If this be sure, we should look with
compassion, rather than envy, on those whom the world
doth account happy. We need not question the gain of
godliness ; then it is sure, that such who sow in tears, shall

reap injoy ; and the righteous, though now trampled upon,
in the morning shall have dominion. Yea, in a word, we
may then on sure ground solace ourselves with the thoughts

of that great change, which will be within a little time when
the grave must render back her prisoners ; and may with
as much assurance of a blessed resurrection, lie down in

the dust, as we are sure there will be a morning, when we
lie down at night. O ! then, there is a heaven, and a hell,

that is certain ; eternity is not a night dream ; and one mo-
ment shall shortly put an end to all our services, yea, the

shutting of our eyelids at death, shall but open them in the

paradise ofGod.
Having touched this truth a little in the general, I shall

now hold forth some arguments, whence the accomplish'
7nent of the scripture may be demonstrated. They are

these five, which I intend to prosecute in the following dis-

course.

FIRST Argument. Toprove the scripture is certain-

ly fulfilled, and hath an accomplishment, is this. That
which hath been in all ages the testimony of the saints ;

what every particular christian doth seal, from their fre-

quent and sure experience ; what is found and proved by
them, in their daily walk, upon exactcst trial

;
yea, what as

many as ever were serious in rehgion, do witness, must be
certain and true.

But the accomplishment of the scripture is such : There-
fore, &c.
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II. Argument. That which is manifest and legible in

the whole course and tenor ofprovidence about the church,
and by clear convincing instances both of judgment and
mercy, is made out to the observation of every age, must
be a certain jtruth. But the scripture's accomplishment
is such : Therefore, &c.

Iir. Argument. That which hath not only the christ-

ian's testimony from experience, and of the church from
constant observation, but is obvious even to the view of
the world ; that which, from the conscience of the worst of
men doth force a testimony, that they can neither shift nor
deny ; which also may be demonstrated to the conviction
of ordinary observers, and hath a public acknowledgment
from greatest atheists and mockers of religion in every age,
must surely be a clear truth. But, &c. Therefore,

IV. Argwnent. That which was to take place in such
and such periods of time, and hath accordingly come to.

pass, the event exactly answering to the prediction ; yea,
'

that whereof a great part is now fulfilled, and but a little

at this day remaineth to be made out, must be a certain
truth.

But a great part of the scripture is thus already fulfilled,

and but a little thereof now remaineth. Therefore, &c.
V. Argument. That which not only is for the most

part already accomplished, but is a thing, whereof we have

,

such sure confirmations, yea, so great a pledge in our hand
'^

from the Lord, that what yet remains shall be certainly ful-

filled, must it not be an undoubted truth ? But the scrip-
ture, as to these special predictions, that are not yet made
out, is such concerning which the Lord hath given his
people a very large pledge, and strong confirmations, now
in these latter times, to believe their certain accomplish-
ment. Therefore, &.c.

THE 'first argument.

THAT the scripture of God, contained in the Old and
New Testaments, wherein our great hope and comfort
doth lie, is certainly true, and hath a real accomplishment,
may be thus demonstrated : That it is tried, andproved in
the godlij mail's experience, to ivhich in all ages, yea,from
innumerable proofs, the saints haijc put to Weir seal, that
this is a sure atidfaithful testimony.
Experience is indeed a strong demonstration ; and it is

such a witness, as leaveth no room for debate. For here
the truth is felt, proved, and acted on the heart ; which the
christian knoweth well, and is as sure of, as he is persuad-
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ed that he liveth, or that the sun when it shinetli, hath
light and warmth therewith. It is true, the world hveth at

a great distance ii^om this ; they only conAcrsc with the
sound of such a thing ; and we know, the naked theory of
scripture truth hath but a short reach, and that it difFereth

as far from that which a serious practical christian hath, as
the sight of a country in a map is from a real discovery of
the same .: where the difference is not in the degree, but
in the kind. Yet, though this wt-ighty testimony of ex-
perience is a thing whereto many (alas ! too many) are^
strangers, we must say, so much thereof is obvious, asl'

may force its authority on men's consciences, and shevv*^

there can be no fallacy or delusion in this witness, if they'
but allow the use and exercise of reason ; seeing it is not^
the record of a few, at onetime, or in one corner of the

-

earth, but a solemn witness from the saints and followers of
God, whosejudgment and integrity their adversaries must
often confess ; yea, of all the saints in every age through-^
the whole universal church in parts of the earth most re-'

mote from other ; and this by most frequent renevv'ed".

proofs hath found and experienced the truth and real ac--

complishmentof the word. And now, if this be not suf-

ficiendy convincing, I would but add, O imllyou then come
and see ! be but christians indeed, and then ye will no
more debate that testimony. And truly it is a very poor
shift for men, who have the scripture before them, which
ofitself doth witness its authority, and this backed with so
solemn a seal from the Lord by his works and providence,
to debate the christian's witness, from their experience,'^

because they do not see this themselves. For what is the

cause thereof? is it not their choice, that they do not

follcrcj on to k}:o\!j the same ? The truth of God seeketh';

credit from no man upon trust ; yea, craveth no more but^
'

that by a practical converse they would put it to a trial ; and
then it shall not decline theirjudgment.
Now to prosecute this argument a little, I shall point at

some special scripture truths^ with which christians have
most usual trade and converse in their own case ; and
give in therewith their testimony, how these arc clearly

proved and verified by most sure experience. It is not to

be here understood, the giving a particular account, with

respect to persons, time, or other circumstances, how the

word doth thus take place. I think, it may be sufficiently

convincing, to instance in the general such clear un-

controverted experiences, which arc well kno\\n to the

godly, and have by them been oft proved amidst the vari-

ous changes of their life (though not by all in the same
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measure, but in some suitable proportion to their different

sizes, trials, and wrestlings) which can witness that real

correspondence, Avhich the word hath with the experience

of the saints : and truly concerning these 1 may \yith some
confidence assert, they are not naked or airy notions, but
such as can witness their truth to the serious experienced
christian, whom on this account I dare attest.

I shall here instance in five special truths of the word,
which are much tried and proved in christians' experience.

\. That there is such a contrariety betwixt the flesh and
the spirit, as the scripture holdeth forth. 2, The deceit-

fulness of man's heart. 3. That there is a spiritual and
invisible adversary, widi whom we have war. 4. That
the promises of the word have undoubted accomplishment.
5. That the truth also of the threatenings ; I mean, such
under whose reach the godly may fall.

I. That there is a contrariety bet-wixt the fiesh and the

spirit, a law in our members rebeUing against the law of
our mind, is a truth very clearly proved to the christian ;

whose experience, though sad, doth undeniably verify and
confirm the scripture. Gal. v. 17. Roin. vii. 19, 21, 23.
This is a piece of the word which holds forth man's nature
in its true shape and form, whither their bias and inclina-

tion most easily turneth : yea, so marvellously answeretli

their experience, that to question the same, were to put it

far beyond quellion, that they know nothing of a new na-

ture or principle of grace within. For who ever made
earnest of rehgion, but their first acquaintance wldi the

peace of God was the beginning of this war 'i It is then that

the house divideth, and corruption setteth up a standard ;

yea, no sooner can any begin to be a christian, but he must
be a soldier also. And we may say, none ever attained

such a measure of mortification, or was so old in the grace
ofGod, as could privilege them from the stirrings of the old
man, and necessity of that complaint, JFho shall ddrcer us
from the body of death ! But whatever advantage some o|"

the saints have above others, yet in this their experience
can witness.

1. They now_ know two different parties widun them'-
selves, that until once grace came they could not under-
stand ; which at the same time, in the very same action, da
act oppositely one to the other : yea, that there is no siMr-
itual duty, wherein the flesh (though not always in such a
prevalent degree) doth not shew some active resistance.

2. That all the stirrings and motions of the flesh have
still a tendency, congruous to their own nature, to turn the.

heart carnal, and to alienate it from Gqd ; so as it is easy
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to discern, how in these the rise and the end do thoroughly
correspond.

3. That this is a cruel taskmaster, if once it bear sway ;

imperious in its command, and violent in its pursuit ; so
that their experience may herein tell, it is a sore and an in-

tolerable thing, for a ser'uant to bear rule.

4. That to things iriost forbidden the flesh moveth niost

impetuously ; so, as it will even break through the hedge,
though sure thereby to be scratched with thorns : yea, it is

oft so eager in its pursuit, that it will follow the bait, while

the hook is most discernable.

5. That when once this doth swell, and wax fat ; they

may upon another interest cry, Wo is us, our leanness /

For, like the scales of the balance, they find a proportion-

able abatement and depressing of their spiritual life, as the

flesh goeth up ;
yea, they have cause to know how every

step of their heart going forth to the world, is a step that

doth put them further off from God.
6. That the more closely the law is pressed in its spiritual

extent, yea, the more spiritual a duty is, the more fully op-

posite they find their carnal heart : and though the flesh

may bear up a little with the form of religion, and hath

more complacency with that v/ay which lieth most in ex-
ternals, yet it cannot endure the power thereof ; it can suf-

fer men to be hypocrites, but not truly christians.

7. To restrain and bring this under bondage, they find

that it doth put the spirit so rnuch at liberty, which getting

loose reins for a little while,will leave the soul work for ma-
ny days, and with sad aftergroans pay back an hour's pleas-

ure : yea, they also know, when the outward man is low,

and under a sensible decay, it hath not then hindered, but

rather effectually helped their inward joy and strength.
^

8. That indulgence to the flesh causeth a sensible thick

interposition between heaven and the soul ; whence they

are so clogged and hampered in their flight and motion to-

ward God ;
yea, thus have often their choicest duties been

made a sore and grievous task.

9. That this is the true rise of their usual perturbations,

and doth still put some jar betwixt them and ditir lot, and
doth hinder a satisfied enjoying of that which they have,

through murmuring at that they want; yea, they kno\v,

that to please tlie flesh hath been oft the cause of their

greatest grief and displeasure.
^

.

10. They also find how the defilement of their spirit

doth help to darken it ; which overgrown vyith the flesh,

can have no clear discovery of spiritual things ; but the

njore separate from the body, and purged from these gross
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dregs, they find themselves at a further advantage to con-

verse with divine truths, which thus they get discovered,

beyond all that nature can reach.

II. That the heart ofman is deceitful, anddesperately evil,

(Jer. xvii. 9, iv. 14. Prov. iv. 23.) is a scripture truths

luhereto the Christianas experience doth answer, as the face

answereth to itself in the glass : yea, we may say, it is so
clearly demonstrated to those who were ever serious about
their inward case, that while they thus read the word in

themselves, and are made to read themselves in the word,
they may with wonder acknowledge, that he which can
sound this great deep of the heart, and draw so lively a
portrait thereof, is surely one before whom all things are

manifest ; who doth search and try the reins, and know
what is our mould and fashion. This is one of the very
first lessons, which practical religion doth teach : and the

more nearness with God, and further measure of grace,

that is attained, the more clear discovery there will be of
this. O what sad hours, what bitter complaints, liath it

caused ? This oft doth mar the christian's feast, and min-
gle their wine with gall and wormwood. I am sure, if that

excellent company of the saints, who have been from the

beginning to this day, could be brought together,^ to give

in their suffrage, and witness concerning the deceitfulness

of the heart, there would be one joint testimony to this

truth. We should find that Enoch who walked with God,
Moses with whom he spake face to face, that beloved dis-

ciple who leaned on Christ's bosom, and he who was caught
up to the third heavens, were no strangers thereto, but
could witness thus.

1. That it is within, which aileth them most, and their

greatest adversaries are men of their own house ; yea, that

in the worst of times, there is still more cause to complain
of an evil heart, than of an evil and corrupt world ; there

being no worse company, than they are oft to themselves.

2. That no time of their life, but might give them some
further proof, that they are fools, who trust their own heart,

which oft will escape and overreach their quickest reflec-

tion, even when both their eyes are on it
;
yea, that there

is no time that alloweth the putting off their armour, or to

dismiss their guard ; not the best case, the greatest estal^-

lishment in grace, nor the evening of the day, though they
were within some minutes of the crown and complete vic-

tory, doth privilege them from the experience of a deceit-

ful heart.

3. That under the best frame, they find, there will often
lurk that which after time doth discover, that for the preg-

K
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cnt (though it had been told) they could not have btllevcc!.;

until frequent experience niaketh them see, that the word
knew the ir heart better than themselves.

4. Tliat to bring home their heart, when once it goeth
abroad, or recal the liberty they have given it, is not easy

;

which doth no sooner parley with a temptation at a dis-

tance, or adventure to sport therewith, but it quickly turn-
eth to earnest, and is ready to yield.

5. They know the constant need to have a watch upon
their senses, and to make a covenant with their eyes, which
cio quickly betray their heart ; so easy it is to be deceived,
yea, to grow warm, and to take fire upon the smallest
touch.

6. How quickly also their spirit doth flackcn, and lose

its bent, even in the greatest advantage of their case ; their

experience can tell, that when in some measure they have
been raised up in any spiritual enjoyment, they were then
in hazard to be lifted up to the wind, and to have their sub-
stance dissolved in the more solid part of Christianity.

7. What a sight have they sometime of themselves ?

such as would be a terror to them, if the heart and mo-
tions thereofcould be writ out to the view of odiers, or that

any were witnesses to that which in one room will du ell

besides the grace of God as its next door neighbour.
8. \\\ a word, their experience doth witness, how soon

the strongest resolutions will vanish ; that they are not oft

in the CAening, what they \\ere in the morning, nor for ma-
ny hours do they keep the ground they had attained ; but
Rciihen'^s character, iimtable as ivater^ may be still their

complaint. Yea, 1 am sure as many as ever obtained
mercy to know themselves, can tell that it is past all reck-

oning, how eft their heart hatii deceived them, when they
trusted it most. This every day may cause them to sit

dovv'n, and admire the grace of God ; which can mend
w hat they so oft mar ; and is stronger to save and preserve,

than" they are to destroy.

III. That as there is a body of death within, they also

know there is; An aihersary ivhhout, Eph. vi. 12, 1. Pet,
V. 8, Job. A'iii. 44, whose way and devices and method of
tempting do most exacdy aiiswer the discovery of the

wortl. This is inrleed a truth, which christian experience

in all ages doth witness, that no sooner tliey had a serious

look after God, but found themsehes pursued by an invis-

ible parly, whose'approachesj though spiritual, are yet cer-

tain, and most sensibly demonstrated ; beside that which
the word doth clearly teach. Yea, it is true none of the

*.i:ati ^verc ever p.ivilLxcd from such experiences, for
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herein doth the christian's warfare He. But, O how sweet

may tlie evening be, while they sit down, and can sing that

song, Our soul hath escaped as a birdfrom thefoxvkr. I

shall here give in something of the godly man's experience,

which can bear witness to this.

1. That there is surely another party tlian the world, or

themselves, with which they iiave to do ; an hmslble ad-
versary lukhout, whom they perceive by tliat sensible cor-

respondence he keepeth with their heart within, by those

violent inroads, importunate solicitations, those impetuous
motions, wherewith they are so strangely hurried, and oft

driven over light, and judgment, yea, over their strongest

resolutions, so as he may be as discernable to them,_and
that there is something therein beside themselves, as if they
conversed with him in an outward visible shape.

2. That since the time when they began to look afterGod,
and to know any thing of his work upon their spirits, they
have been acquainted with most affrighting, dreadful temp-
tations^ and do now perceive his rage, and violent pursuit

to bring them back, which they knew not before, when at

peace with their idols and sinful way.
3. That the mark he levelleth at, to which his

usual temptations have a tendency, is their sotd and in-

ward man, to hinder communion with God, and to

turn their heart off from him, to break the law, and lay

aside commanded duties.

4. That his ordinary approaches to the heart are oft by
a very sn2aU thing ; he needs no more but an open door,
or a sinful look for the dispatch of a temptation, and
knovACth by a wound in the eye, how to carry death jn un^
to the soul.

5. That he is such a party a? knoweth his time and op-
portunity, can change his weapons, and busk the hook with
divers baits, and yet he is always at hand, when the heart
is lifted up, when they are out of their duty, and in a carnal
frame, to set in then with some temptation, and fish in such
a troubled water.

6. That his way doth truly answer his name, spiritual

imckcdness in high places ; this being so discerned by ciaily

experience, that he hath the advantage of the groimd, is a
most subtile observing adversary, wTio lieth in the dark to
us, while we are in th.e light to him, and knou'eth how to
correspond with our corruption, and to suit his temptation
to our natural temper, (wherewith he is well acquainted)
and to our calling, and our company, to the present strait,

to our predominant inclination, and to our retirement and
solitude J yea, that he is one wlio kno\\'ctii how to Ibllow
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in, and ply with such a gale, when we are in hot blood, or
in any distemper and discomposure of spirit.

7. That he can transform himselfinto an angel of light,

and suit his temptations to the spiritual exercises and en-
joyments of the saints ; that there are temptations on the
right hand as well as the left, which are so refined, and so
like a christian exercise, that they can scarcely discern the

weed from the flower, and most dreadful errors from the

choicest truths, to which they oft have a great resem-
blance ; though at last it doth appear that the native tenden-

cy even of the most specious errors in the judgment,
is to looseness in practice, and to make men religiously ir-

religious.

8. That he is also a roaring lion ; which they have oft

proved by dreadful blasphemous injections, these flery^

darts which are thrown in with violence, wherewith there

is no concurrence of the inclination or consent, but a dis-

cernable force put upon them, assaulting them with
most horrid atheistical thoughts, even while their heart

doth rise with abhorrence, and enter their dissent against

the same.
^ _

-

9. Tliat he is a most restless adversary ; who is going
still about, and giveth no cessation, but with purpose to re-

turn at some greater advantage ; and is no less terrible in

his flight, than in his assault ; and that he can speak out of

a friend, as well as out of a foe ; yea, and doth then most
dangerously tempt, when the temptation is least seen or

discovered.

10. That his temptations do not only drive at engaging

ofthe heart to bring sin to the thought, but also the bring-

ing it forth to the act, for putting some blot upon their walk
and conversation.

11. That he is one who is overcome by resistance, and
doth flee before those that withstand him ; which they have
oft provfd, that they have returned from prayer with the

spoil of their adversary, and at such <"! time have been made
to \\onder, how that which hath oft foiled them, should
have been their temptation.

12. They also find by frequent observation, that though
he is most subtile, being indeed one who through long ex-

perience and continued practice hath attained a great deal of
dexterity in tempting ; yet, he hath one usual method, and
such devices which the serious christian, by daily ex-

perience and watchfulness, may easily discern, and
perceive his temptations in their rise, and at a distance

while they arc, as it were, creeping up the wall : yea,

thus in some measure he may find out the deptJjs of
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satan, andknow how to avoid the net spread by that great

fowler.

IV. That the promises of the word ivhich are held forth

to the godly ^ for their use and encouragement while they

are in the way, ha^oe a certain accomplishment, and are a
safe ground to adventure upon, and worthy to be credited,

is a truth tried in all ages ; whereto experience ofthe saints

can give a large testimony.

Now in speaking to this grave subject, it is not needful

to speak any thing ofthe nature and diverse kinds of prom-
ises, nor whence it is that we live at so poor a rate and so
uncomfortably, while such a well as this is at our hand. For
it is easy to read the cause within ourselves, we soiv spar-

ingly, and venture little out, therefore we have so small art

increase ; there is a pricefor wisdom, but it is in the hands
offoolst who have no heart thereto. But this doth not con-
cern us here ; for I only aim to hold out this, that the

promises which God hath given his people in the scrip-

ture, are of unquestionable verity, and have as real and
sure performance in the saint's experience, as they are sure

of that which cometh most necessarily to pass by the work
and concurrence ofnatural causes, as that the fire doth burn
when combustible matter is added, or the sun rise after its

going down. For indeed this truth is so manifest, proved
by such innumerable experiments, amidst the various

changes of a christian's condition, that we might sum-
mon as many witnesses as have been followers ofGod in

the world, which are not a few, who in all ages have put the
promises to an essay, and set their seal that God is true.

Vea, to ask at such, if they know whether there be a truth

in scripture promises, that cometh not to pass, I think were
to inquire at a living man, whether he seeth and feeleth, or
if there be such a thing as motion, since they have as sure
and sensible a demonstration of the one, as he hath of the
other.

But ere I speak any thing particularly to this, I ^ould
first premise somethings, to clear what we understand here>
by the saints experience of the truth of the promises, in
these following considerations.

1. We would consider, though the scripture hath here
its accomplishment, and is intended for the use of the
church, and every particular christian, while on the way
in his militant condition, yet there 2.r^ s@me promises of
the word (yea, the greatest) which belong to the
saints, that will not be fulfilled, until they have cast of
their armour, and are called to divide the spoil : their expe-
rience of which, will be the /&i^/6 prize of the calling of
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God in Christy whereof, all which they now enjoy, is but
an earnest.

2. We would consider that the great intent of the scrip,

ture, and promises thereof, is not for contemplation, but
that we may know them by experience, and drive a blessed
trade and comnicrce therewith ; the merchandize ofvjhich
is better than that ofgold : for here heth the christian's life

in the world, yea, it is a great part of their talent, the prom-
ises, which are not to be laid up in their heart and memory,
as ill a napkin, but they must give an account what experi-
ence they have ^<3i;z^^ thereby, and thus the diligent hand
should make rich.

3. Whatever be the different sizes, and degrees of ex-
perience among the saints, according to their growth
and age in Christ, yet it is certain that the meanest
who have interest in the promises, and did ever em-
brace them in earnest, and put them to trial, must know
something of the performance ofthe same in their own case;

ibr the Lord doth not suffer his work in his people to want
a seal.

4. The godly 's experience hereof, is then much made
out, when they are much in observation ; and we know
little of the truth and performance of the promises, because
we are not more habitually in a frame to observe. Thus
lie goeth by, and ive percei've not ; but they never wanted
confirmations, who were seriously seeking to be confirmed
in the truth of the word.

5. The special mercies and providences of a christian

life, are a certain return of the promise, and in that way do
meet them, as the proper channel of tlieir convej^ance ; for

they are the sure mercies of the covenant : and how refresh-

ful is it, that all the several cases of the saints, their mean-
est as well as their greatest necessities, and their outgate or

relief are comprehended in the word, and under some
promise, and were all foreseen in his everlasting view, who
hath so marvellously suited the same to ail that his people

stand in need of, as if it had been directed to such and such
a christian only.

6. This helpeth to make the mercies ofthe godly man to

have ?i peculiar and siveet relish, and to be some way twice

his mercy, when he gets them in so immediate a way reach-

ed to him as it were out of tlie promise, and as an observa-

ble return from heaven ; when thus the Lord sealeth his

word to him by his work, and the way of the word he find-

eth hath been the way of his comfortable relief ; that when
he hath had no other escape, but to turn in to the promise,

and to cast himself upon it, he gained this experience, he
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trustedin God, andxvas helped ; and can give in this testi-

mony of him, that he hath both spokeji it, and himself also

hath done it, according to his word.

7. It is not any extraordinary thing, we here understand,

by the christian man's experience of the truth of the prom-
ises ; it is not a rapture or revelation, or such as some of
the saints have upon some singular and special account
had ; for we have not any promise for these things ; but
it is something well grounded upon the word, which con-
stantly holdeth in the Lord's ordinary vjay of procedure
with his people, according to the tenor of the covenant. For
his Ivord doth good to them that ivalk uprightly ; and doth
certainly take place in the experience ofevery serious and
diligent christian.

8. This is not the testimony of a few, but tlie record of
all the saints since the beginning, whose experience doth
all most harmoniously agree, and bear one witness, that h^r

ISfaithful who hath promised ; and it is not that which Ji

christian hath found once or twice in his life, but the daily

food of such as live by faith.

0. This doth put a strong obligation on the godly man to

tlie word,yb/; the time to come ; for these who have tried it

often, may with much confidence trust it in the day of their

strait,

10. The experience which the godly hath of the real per-

formance of the promises, is a most convincing emdence of
his state in Christ. It is the earnest and pledge of'tlie in-

heritance, and full accomplishment of that which remain-
eth ; that the Lord willperfect what concerneth him, who
hath been his help hitherto ; and ^vill be his exceeding grejt
reward in the end, who hath made him find so much of the

gain ofgodliness here by the way.
Now having premised these things, I shall here instance

some particular promises, wherein the christian's most
usual trade and commerce doth lie, and to which they give
in their seal and witness. I confess, if all these proofs which
the saints have had, of the fulfilling of the promises, could
be gathered together, ^\'e might make use of that divine
hyperbole, The world could not contain the books that shonhl
be written t/jcrcof. O wiiat an admirable volume, what au
excellent commentary and copy should this be of the scrip,
ture, to see it thus turned over into the experience of every
christian ! It would be some way as easy to number i\\(>

drops of rain and d^w since the creation, as to reckon all

these precious drops and emanations of love, these senslbJc
returns and accomplishments of the promise, which they
have had in their experience. I truly tliink , it could hardiy
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be believed, though it were told, what some of the godly
here have found in the way of the word ; but it is sufficient,

to answer the design of this work, to shew that there is a
sensible demonstration and performance of scripture prom-
ises, concerning which the experience of the saints in all

ages doth agree ; that by many confirmations the Lord
hath oft sealed the truth thereof to their souls.

There are ten special pro?mses, held forth to tlie godly in

the word, which I shall here instance, and therewith hold
forth what a clear testimony their experience can give, of
the undoubted truth and accomplishment ofthe same.
FIRST instance, is that promise given to believing ; to

such who credit the ?iaked wordy when there is no probable
appearance of its fulfilling, and thus give God the glory of
his faithfulness ; which we have expressly held out, 1 Chr»

XX. 20. Psal. cxii. 7, 8. foh. i. 50.
^

To clear the accomplishment of this promise, I shall but
appeal to that testimony the saints in all ages have left there-

of ; yea, to the present experience of the godly at this day,

if they have not certainly found it so.

1. That when in a particular they have trusted God
therewith, and got their spirit quiet in a recumbency on
him, he hath dealt with them according to his word ; yea,

if then from clear convincing returns of the promise, they

have not been made to say, it did never repent them, that

they gave more credit to the testimony ofGod, than oftheir

own hearts.

2. That they have not found a more sweet and observa-

ble issue, than when their help lay most immediately on
the word alone ; never a more comfortable reliefthan when
least ofsense and most of faith was in carrying them through,

when little of the creature and much of God appeared in

their mercy, and when they were at the lowest, having no
way of escape but to throw themselves on the promise, they

have then had the best retreat, yea, their supply as sensibly

felt, as their need and burden had fonnerly been.

3. That their greatest difficulties and shakings about

the promise, have helped to their further confirming and
establishment : so as they can say, the Lord's way, by per-

plexing them first, yea, to their sense losing their hold,

hath helped to fasten it better ; and that which for the time

did speak their case most helpless, hath made way for his

more eminent appearance and manifesting of himself.

4. That their greatest venture, and giving most out,

hath usually had the richest income ; the most eminent

experiences of their life have followed the most adventur-

ous acts of their faith; yea, upon an after reckoning they
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have oft found, that their advcntunng of Hfe, estate, and
credit on the promise of God, even in these things, hath
Very obscrvabl j' been their advantage.

5. That Vv'here they have most been a friend to their

faith, there hath faith also been most a friend to them ; in

their standing to the eredit of the promise, nor dismayed by
the greatest objections and false reports raised thereof, they
have found a very evident mark of God's respect to the
same, causing them to see,_ that he will honour such who
thus honour liim. And it is indeed worthy of a remark,
what we have of Caleb upon record, that he took part with
the promise of God against that discouraging report which
then was raised of the Anakims, and their walied cities ;

and therefore the inheritance of the children of Anak was
given to Caleb and his sons, in their lot from the Lord.

6. Tliat believing doth always make \vay for sense, and
in their closing with the naked word of promises, they
have not wanted the seal of the Spirit of promise; buC
have found a sweet calm, their burden sensibly eased,
when once they got it laid over on the word, vv'hich

they can say hath been their first resting place, like the
very fixing of the motion of the needle towards its right

point, when their spirit liad been restless, and in greatest

agitation.

7. That the greatest disappointments, which their hop3
in the word seemed to have, thev have found afterwards
most to their advantage ; when tlieir returns have n'>t o liy

been according to tlieir faith, but have of en exceeded
their adventure, and been Tar beyond what tl^^ey believecl

;

yea, that from frequent experience ihty may say, the issue
oftrusting the word, how long soever they thought it de-
ferred, yet came always in season, Vi^as never too late and
out of time.

8. That this did never occasion bitter reflections, or
was their reproach before the world, t'lat they trusted God
in a day of strait and were not helped ; but this testiiiiony

have all such left, who have most credited it in a dismal
hour, that none should fqar after them to hazard upon such
a hand, and venture on the promise ; for their faith hath
oft carried them well and comfortably-through, where both
sense and reason have been reaciy to sink.

SECOND mstancc. Whereby we may r?e the per-
formance of the promise in christian experience, is this.

That God truly hearetb prayer ; is near unto his people in
>vhat they call upon him for, agreeable to his \vord, and
will answer their desires ; v/e have tliis promise most
express. Fhil. iv. 6. Fsahn xxxii. G. Ixv. 2. xei. 15.

I
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No'.v the accomplishing of this part of scripture is so

very clear, that I can attest the experience of all the gene-'

ration of the righteous, ^mQQ the beginning, what frequent

and unanswerable confirmations they hare got of this

truth in tlieir christian walk ; so that I^ am sure, no man
ever was in earnest in the matter of religion, and a stran-

ger to this ;
yea, that he m as never more certainly per-

suaded of any thing, than of this, that God doth hear

prayer. O if men's souls were but in their souls'' steady

whose evening wrestlings and tears the Lord hath oft turn-

ed into a morning song, they would know this is no delu-

sion. I shajl here touch sometliing of that experience,

which by many proofs the saints can give, as a witness to

this promise.

1. That when they have oft with Hannah gone in before

the Lord in the bitterness of their spirit, they have been
made to return with a sensible and marvellous change in

their case ; yea, when in going about prayer, tiiey have

been put to wrestle with much distemper and deadness,

they have oft seen the wind discernibly change, and there-

witii their spirits lightened from under that burden, an
observable calm and serenity following much inward per-

turbation ;
yea, they can say, tliat they have found their

hearts thawed, and put in a flush of tenderness, upon the

back of a most sensible restraint.

2. That access and liberty to pour forth; their souls to

God, when he hath filled their mouth with arguments,

and enabled them both to wrestle and wait, they have found

a favourable crisis^ and begun relief, yea, the very turn of

a sad case, v/hich they liave got from the Lord, as tlie

pledge ofa furtlier ans'vver, and that when he thus prepare

eth the heart, he doth cause his ear to hear.

S. That \Ylien they have been under a most dark cloud,

they have found their sky clear, have got a very sensible

taste ofGod's acceptation in prayer, and of his taking their

suit off their hand, even while the matter was still in de-

pendence before him ;
yea, that thty have oft had such a

satisfying impression of God's mind, and persuasion of

his answering their desire, as hath lielped them cheerfully

to wait, yea, sometimes to sing the triumph before the

victory.

4. I'hat when they had been much in prayer, they must

also say, it hath been the time wherein their spirit Iiadi

flourished, was most lively
;
yea, then they had their l)est

clays ; then the candle of the 'Lord shinediipon their paths,

and his deiv laij all night upon their branches. But they

have found there is an evident and propoationaWe abate-
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unent of their spiritual life and encouragement in God, ac-

cording to tlicir wearing out in the exercise ofthis duty.

5. I'hey have many times found, that when there was
nothing left them, but to turn in to God, and they knew of
no other way to come tlirough, but to pray and look up,
they never found a more sweet and seasonable relief; so
that most observable times of praj'er have been also the
most observable times of dieir experience ; and they can
say from many proofs, it is no hopeless business, which is

put over upon God by prayer, though there be small out.
ward appearance.

6. 'I'hat it is not in vain to follow out a suit before the
throne, but access and interest in heaven, is as sure a
way to come speed (which they know well) as greatest

interest upon earth ; having so evidentlj'' found, while
7nany seek the ruler''s favour^ that the cleterminatioii of
every thing isfron the Lord.

7. That prayer, with quiet waiting in the use of means,
.getteth comfortably through, where overcaring and carna!

policy, in the use of all other shifts, hath been forced to

stick.

^
8. They know by experience, that as there are judicial

times, wlierein an inhibition, as it were, is laid on them
from the Lord, in their wresding, yea, and a sore restraint

on their spirits, which hath been very sensible, so also tliey

h.ave found times of more easy access, and abundant lib-

erty, a spirit of pra^-er let forth, before some special mercy
and deliverance to the church, whereby they could in seme
measure discern its near approach.

9. That on the back of somie solemn address and appli-

cation to God by prayer and fosting in a day of strait, tiiey

have oft seen cause even from that day and upward to date
a rem.arkable return and deliverance, in which even com-
mon observers might discern what an evident answer the
church's intercession with God in times of extremity
hath had.

10. I mjay add, the saints know this' so well by experi-
ence, that surely God heareth prayer, even in such and
such a particular, that tiiey can with much confidence ad-
venture, and m.ake an errand of the meanest, as well as
their greatest concernments to him ; having so oft tried,

and found that seriousness and sincerity in address to
God was never in vain, but whatever be tlie times, there-
in this promise taketh place, your heart shall Ihe^ that seek
God.
THIRD instajice. Is the promise of the Spirit., and

pouring out of the same ; which we have clear in tiie
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word, Isa. lix. 21. Job. xiv. 16. Luke xxw.' A9J;^Rojtu
vili. 16,26. _

_
. r,

^ The accomplishment of which is so manifest, such ci sen-
jsible (:!cm()iist.ration thereof in the experience of the saints,-

that I am sure tViis can no more be denied, than those wlio
are warmed with the hea*: of the sun, can A^v.y their sense
^nd feeling, tliai the su;i hath such an influence : and doth
not the christian's spiritual walk, bear as convineing a Wii-

iiess to the fuifiiiing of thispr;omise, as any living man by
walking in the way sheweth that he hath a soul and princi-

ple of life wi'hin him. Now to demonstrate this a little,-

I vv(3uld but touch some of the ordinary experiences ofthe
saints therein, ^vhich they do testify, and b}' clear underlie

able evidences know to be no delusion. ./

1. That which causeth so realn change upon them,
which maketh themc7/i'D(? to God, who once were dead,
creating theni, as it were of new, that which bringethc^

clod of earth so near heaven, raiseth so far above them-
selves to a delightful converse with things not seen, that

Avhiie their place and abode is here, their company and fel-'

lo^vshlp is above ; that which maketli all things new to'

them, and doth so far change their nature and inclination,

as causeth them to find more sweetness in a' spiritual

life, than in the pleasures ofsin, yea, reconcileth them with
the law, and exercises of a christian, where once there was
buch contrariety. Oh ! is not this a real effect of the Spir-

il, and no imaginary thing I

2. That whereof they were altogether ignorant, wlicn

they were strangers to God, and /meiv fiot if there ivere a^

Ifoly Ghost, but by report, now since their being born
again they fmd themselves entered in another world,

brought out of darkness unto a mar^ucUous light, and of this

are sure, that once they were blind, but now they see, is

not tins a proof of the truth ofthis promise ?

3. Tiiat which maketh them see more of God in his

ivord, and zvorks, at one time than at another ; \vhence is

this diiFerence and inequality, the scriptures are at onetime
the great tlmigs of God's law, which are at another time,

but common things to them ! the ol^ject is the same, but

O ! what dilterent manifestation thereof ! whence is it

that such a light springeth up in the word, that openeth up
this deep, and maketh them see the wonders ofhis law, and
within a little time nothing but dark night; do not the

saints know this well, and that it is no delusion ?

4. That which maketh such sensible liberty in their

soul, and confidence m their approach to God, after sore

bondage and fear ; which raiseth them often so far abo\<i;
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tbeir ordinary frame, as they are not only quickened and
refreshed themselves, but do observably ivarm others. O
how piercing, and savoury are their words,^ which shew
what difference there is oft, betwixt a christian, and him-
self, betwixt a dead exercise of a gift Avhich reacheth the

ear, and that which melttth the heart, and doth even reach
bystanders, with a pleasant perfume !

5. That which niaketh such a sudden change in their

case under ordinances ; that their heart, that died within
l\\t\wA's.2i.sXo\\K^ ere they ivere aware hath got life, and
taken fire with a wo/v/.- yea, jiath been poured out vjithin

ihcm so as their Beloved's voice hath had another sound !

O then they think not the time long, the word is as th>c

lioney from the comb, so as they have oft w ished a perpet-

ual arrest upon their spirit in such a condition, that none
may st'tr up their Belcccd until he please ! Can that be any
delusion t

6. That which bringcth in promises seasonably into

their mind in the day of'their strait^ and causeth the word
toconie in hosultably \.o their present case, with such a
satisfying impression of the same, as doth give most sensi-

ble and present case.

7. That \\ hich so clearly by the word discovercth to

men their own hearty and cloth search them out in their

most close and retired thoughts, that they have been oft

jiTiade to wonder, how tiie word is upon all their secrets
;

is not this the candk of the Lord F

8. That which clotii demonstrate their state and being
i'/z t'-^/vi'/, by an argument which is beyond all words, and
doth by power in an irresistible uay answer all objections,

and turn the most froward case into a blessed calm, and
hath made a simple word more effectual in a moment, than
most persuasive arguments couid be.

9. That \\hicli maketh such abundant Jt»// spring up in

the heart, \\ hen there is no msible grounds for the same,
like the dry bone gusliingout water, must surely be some
supernatural and excellent pov/er, that cannot only bring
it out of nothing, but out of contraries.

10. That which giveth them so sensible a ioste of the

powers of the world to come, such a ravishing glance of the

inherita?Ke, XhiM they couid hardly sometime forbear to

rise at niidnight and sing for joy in the hope thereof; and
hath given them such a discovery ofGod at some special,

times, as hath made them judge that all they ever knew of
him before, was but by the hearing of the ear.

11. That which is so discernible and sensibly felt at the
present time, that Christ's return to the soul, and the effu-
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sion of the Spirit, hath been as c-didcnt oft to the saints, as
to that martyr who was forced to cry out at the stake, He
is come, he is come ! and liath been so suoect when enjoyed,
that the remembrance of some of these times hath been
very pleasant and refreshing

; yea, this is such a thing as
most observably occurs to the godly man in the way of his
dutij, according to the word.

12. That is no delusion, the ivithdrawing wh.ereof is

so sensible to them, as it maketh their duty wherein they
liave had delight, become their burden ; when they are put
To row witli oars, the \vlnd being gone ; and maketh it

like riigiU to the soul, when the sun is gone down : and
sad experience harh oftsliewcd them, how the overcloud-
ing of their soul, the withdrawing of the Spirit, the com-
forter, dotli obser^'ably follow a neglect of their duty, and
yiekhng to any known sin, by which it is grieved.

FOIJRTli instance. Is that prornisefor direction^ which
God hath given his people in the Vv'ord ; that he will guide
them ivith his counsel, will order and direct their steps ^ who
do commit their way to him, and teach them the %vay that

ihetf shall choose. Psalm xxxvii. 5. xxv. 9, 14.

Ixxiy. 24. ^

The fulfilling of which hath been so manifest to those

v.'ho ever made earnest of acknov/ledging God in their

%vays, and comm.itting tlie conduct thereof to him, that I

sriall but attest their experience, if they have not this tes-

timony to give.

1. Tiiat to trust God with their case, and give him the

guiding of their way, hatii carried diem much more easily

through a plunging case, than overearing anxiety ; yea,

tiie Lord's directing their steps, and making things suc-

cessful, when tliey have committed the same to him, hatii

been often as sensible to them, as their strait and difficulty

was.
2. Tiiat the way of the ivord liath been tlie best expedi-

ent for carrying them safe and comfortably through ; and
that they never repented, that they did more consult their

duii/, than inclination, when they were at a stand about a

particular, and did not debate the command, even while

there seemed a lion in the ivay.

3. That they were ne'ser left ivithout counsel and direc-

tion, when their eye was single, and serious about it ; and
that it \vas not so mucli want of light, as of an heart to

close therewith, that made their way oft so dark ; i:)ut

when they subjected themselves to God's mind, th.ey

found, that such who follow him, shall not Avalk in dark-

»ess.
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4. That light and counsel doth meet men in following

the command, and the practice of known duty, hatli help-

ed them to bio%v more rheir duty ; and that light did most
abound, when it was most their serious study to follow the

same.
5. They found, it was never in vain, to inquire after

God's mind by prayer, and also in the temple to make a
reference of a particular to him, when it was too hard for

them ; but have often seen the NA'ord evidently cUreeled to

such and such a case, as if they had got a return from
heaven by an audible voice.

6. They also know, that God's following in light widi a
powerful impression, his teaching the reins, and instruct-

ing "With a strong hand is no delusion, but the sure and
well grounded experience of most solid christians in all

ages ; yea, most discernible from any false impulse ; and
that some special piece of work and service, wliich God
hath laid in their \vay, wants not usually some special call,

backed with such light and authority, as in an irresistible

way can ansvvtr all objections, to make them go bound in

the Spirit, about such a duty.

7. How God's special directing hand hath been oft

very observable, not only in preventing and crossing their

\\)ay, to v»/ithdraw them by some sharp dispensation, from
their purpose ; but sensibly oDcrpo-ivtring them, so that

they have been plucked as it wt-re back, from unavoidable
hazard, that they could not find their paths.

8. 1 shall add, they have oft observably found, hovv^ easy
their way was made to them when the Lord cloth counte-

nance and prosper the same : what sweet concurrence of
providences ; how then difncuities have most sensibly

been taken out of the way, yea, Vv ind and tide going along
with them, in such a manner, that they have been forced
to see and confess a divine hand therein.

FIFTH instance. Is the promise ofpardon, ?,Vi{\forgive-

jiess whi&i God hath given his people in the word : that

for his name's sake he will blot out their iniquity, and rf~

member their sin 7:0 more ; 3'ea, is ready to pardon ; v.hich
is expressly held fortli, to those who are truly humbled.
Mic. vii. 18, Jer. xxxi. 34, Isa. xliii. 25.

Now that there is a real accomplishment of this, I am
sure, the experience of the saints can in all ages clearly
witness ; Vvhat joy and peace this hath occalloned, what a
sensible demonstration and solemn confirmations they have
had of this promise, so rjs tlieir very bones might sing ;

JVho is like unto thee, lord ! It is true, reail pardon doth
not always infer the sCiisibk tbcli^ig. thereof ; and whavi siu
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is remitted in heaven, there is not ahvays a declaraiion of it

in the conscience. But it is also sure, that this is sensibly

elt, and that it is tried by all, q\q.\\ all the generation of the

righteous^ to have had as powerful an operation on a disqui-

eted troubled soul, as ever wine or the choieest cordial

could have on the sick, or faint. O ! if those wh(3 question

this, were in their case, to whom God sijeaketh peace after

>

a storm, they v/ould know how real and certain tliat is ! I

would offer the christians witness to this promise, from,

many, many experiments, by uhich the Lord hath sealed

it to their soul, whereby they know assuredly it is no fancy

or delusion.

1. How this hath as sensible a connection with the serious

exercise of contrition and repentance, in their experience,

as it certainly hath in the word and promise ; while they./

find, that in silence and keeping; up their case from God,
their bones have been troubled, their spirit in a restless and
disquieted condition, until once they made an address, and
got their soul vented by confessing to the Lord, which was
then like a kindly turn and cool of a fever.

2. They know it is no delusion, that is found so certain

a cure to a ivoumled spirit, under the sense of sin ; a wound
which the world and all its diversions could never heal

;

whose pain and grief no music can allay (a drop of divineju-

displeasurc being enough to turn all their pleasures inton

wormwood and gall) but, O ! a taste of this unspeakable

'

cordial, one warming look of a reconciled God, they know
by experience, can give present ease.

3. It is no delusion, which they cannot command; no :

more than the sun to shine when overclouded, or the wind tt>

.

blow but when itlisteth : which the most persuading moral,

arguments can no ways effectuate, nor all thtir former ex-

perience, nay, nor the letter of most refreshing promises,

which sometines are to them but as the white of an egg, .

without taste, until once tlie spirit breathe ; which not only

discovereth the ground of their joy in the word, but doth

also cause them to rejoice therein, when it shineth upon
the same.

4. It must be no delusion, which causeth so marvellous •

a change, that after greatest disquieting fears they have

found most sensible manifestations of love \ the greatest

flood on the back of the lowest ebb in their spiritual condi-

tion ; which oft hath forced them to retract, what their fears .

and jealousies did utter
; yea, hath made tiiem inquire with

wonder, whence they are so cheerful today, who yester-

night were so broken and crushed ? whence their spirit

should be in so sweet a calm, that so lately was like the rag,-

ing and troubled sea I
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5. That this hath oft met them, as a blest surprised and
unexpected welcome, when they have in a backsliding case

come in to God, they certainly know: that when they

knew not how to adventure, and at what end of their ravel-

ed condition to begin, accounts having run long over
;
yet

on their very first address, have got a sweet disappointment

to their fears, been helped to their feet, yea, sometimes
have had as it were ttitfatted calf '^\\\t(\, to make merry
with their friends.

6. That which hath an audible voice within, so strong

an impression upon the soul, which carrieth >vith it such a
clear satisfying discovery of God's heart and love, is surely

no delusion ; while the intimation of that one truth, 2'^our

sins are forgii^en, or any other word of promise for that

end, they have found to be an argument beyond words,
which they could not resist, but for the time have been as

sure, they see and feel this, as that they live ;
yea, can no

more now call it in question, than formerly they could get

it believed.

7- That is no delusion, which causeth them with another

kind olfreedom to approach to God ; maketh them know,
there is a Spirit of adoption, which sets the soul at liberty

from the sore bondage and thraldom, under which their

former backsliding had put them ; yea, a thing not only

sensibly felt by themselves, but may be discerned by oth-

ers, while they cannot smother the joy of their heart, or

hide in their countenance such a change of their condition,

that truly God hath dealt comfortably with them.
8. Hath not this the saints in all ages witnessed, even a

joy unspeakable and fidl of glory, which though but of
short continuance, yet for the present so strong, as hath

ravished their soul with the hope of the inheritance above,

and clear view of their interest in it ; yea, sometimes made
them sing forjoy, in expectation ofthat blessed day ! But,

O ! this is better felt than expressed.

9. And in a word, can that be a delusion, that hath oft

turned the poor man's hell into a hewven ; which meets the

christian in the way of his duty, and the work doth so ex-
actly answer the promise ; most sensibly felt after greatest

shakings of the conscience by the law ; and can make a
sad outward lot, so very sweet and pleasant ; cause them
to triumph over the wrath of men, losing in a dungeon,
to abound and have all things under greatest wants, look
grim death cheerfully in the face in its most dreadful as-

pect
; yea, doth make so great and visible a difference be-

twixt the christian and himself!

K
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SIXTH instance. Is that promise of encouragement
i,

and support wider the cross : which is expressly held forth

ill the word, that the Lord will own his people, bear their

charges, and be w itii them in trouble, in the day of theiif*

suffering fcT his truth ; yea, will bind up the broken in

heart, and heal their wounds. Psal. xci. 15, Isa. xUii, 2,

Cap. xli. 17, ^//r/xlix. 14, PsaL ix. 9, Isa. h. 12.

Now that this promise is a truth, and hath a certain ac-

complishment, the experience of the saints in all ages will

witness : and we know their testimony is true. What at

solemn times of God's presence they have had in a barren
wilderness, how great a cloud of witnesses doth seal this,

and give their testimony to the cross of Christ ! Of which
we may say, the fame and sweet savour hath gone forth,

and spread abroad through the church ; the fathers have
told it to the children, and one generation to another : but
how little a part thereofcan be expressed ! I think it woukl
be a marvellous record, if the suffering and prison experi-

ments of the saints were particularly set down, what they

have found under the cross. But it is well, we know this

promise hath been, and this day is evidently sealed ; con-

cerning which I dare attest the experience of as many as

did ever drink of this blessed cup, and were counted wor-
thy to suffer for the testimony of Christ, if this be not a

faithilil and true witness.

First, that they have oft tasted inhat communion -with

God is, in the secret duties of a christian, also in the public

ordinances, and in a special measure, at some more sol-

emn times ; but, O ! never knew his presence and com-
munion with him more sensibly than under the cross : yea,

have found that the work and service of a suffering time,

as it is not the ordinary service of every day, hath also a

i^eculiar and more thim ordinary allowance.

2. That they never knew di-vine strength more sensibly,

than when they have been most pressed alcove their own
strength : that in the day they were cast on God's imme-
diate care, and ordinary means of their help most with-

drawn, they had never less cause to complain, but might

often say this as their experience, they thirsted not, when
be led them through the wilderness ; j'ea, that they have at

no time of their life, found their mercies more observably

attend them, nor more sweet and satisfying, than when by
prayer and believing, they were put lo dig the well, and

Wait for the rain coming down to fill it.

3. That they never found more true liberty, than in the

house of bondage : more refreshing company, than amidst

their greatest solitude ; while they found Him near, whom
gates and bars cannot shut out : in the day \vhen all things
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else seemed to fro^vn upon them, that their vjidnigkt songs

have been sweeter, than all the prosperity they sometimes

enjoyed ; and that they have ott proved, that tlie deeper

any are in affliction for Christ and his truth, they are also

the deeper in consolation.

4. They must say, the most satisfying and clear discov-

eries of the roord are under searching and sharpest trials ;

that a sanctified exercising affliction, they have found one

of the best interpreters of the bible, and the word then to

be another thing, than it is at other times
; yea, even to

have been that to them, which they could desire it to be, so

as they are sure it hath been shaped out and directed for

that present plunge their soul was in.

5. That there is a very easy passage and dispatch, be-

twixt heaven 'dwd an oppressed afflicted soul, an observable

vent by prayer, and more sensible access to God's face,

when other things have most frowned ; yea, they can wit-

ness from experience that he stayeth his rough Toind in the

day ofhis east ivi?id : that while he shutteth one door, he
hath set another open ; that when the storm without hath

been very sharp, they have found a sweet calm and sun-

shine within, to make it easy ; and that when he layeth on
one sore trial, he will take another off.

6. They can tell what a sweet and comfortable parting
they have oft had, with some sharp trial ; which at the first

was bitter as death, but in the close, after sanctified exer-

cise under the same, they b.ave found cause to leave it their

blesaing, and confess, that the time of greatest jcLilousy and
fear upon their part they have found on God's part hath
been a time of greatest kindness and love ; the sharpest

wounds from such an liand and heart as his, have tended to

a cure ; yea, that circumstance and ingredient in the same
which of all was m^ost bitter and grievous, even there they
have found their reliefand encouragement most remarkable.

7. That the peculiar ad'oantage of a sanctified trial is not
so well seen in the present time, as afterwards, when the

case hath altered ; then they found a long and rough storm
recompensed at their landing, with a rich lading of experi-
ence ; another kind of discovery of God, his way, and
tiie certainty of his word, than they formerly had attained :

so as now they can speak of him, and the good of the cross,

and adventuring any thing for Christ, with some greater
esteem, on another g-round, than report, or an hcarin,3;

thereof by the ear.

8. I shall add what hath been the frequent testimony of
those who ever endured tribulation for the gospel, that their
remembrance and after reckoning upon this account hath
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not been sad or bitter, when they sat down and compared
their gain ^vith their loss, their supports and reliefs with
these days of trial, which have gone over their head : so*,

that they would not then exchange their experience, or
want what they have found by the cross ; no, not for many
more days of trouble and affliction.

SEVENTH instance, is that promise of the 'word ivhich
integrity, in an evil time hath ; that it sliall presernic their

steps, and be the best means to help those through, that

keep God's way, yea, even in this life shall not want some
Avitness of God's respect. Psal. xviii. 25, Psal. cxii. 4,

Rei). ill. 10.

Now to hold forth the accomplishment of this, I may
with confidence appeal to the observation of the saints in all

ages, who ever made it their serious study to keep their

garments clean in a time of trial, if their experience hath
not this testimony to give.

First, that though at present, honesty in evil times hath
brought them in hazard, and with Joseph to a prison, yet

it hath brought them out also, ^^'ith observable advantage ;

yea, however the Lord did order their deliverance, they
have found this did land them well, and always bring them
to a comfortable harbour.

2. That honesty and faithfulness hath an authority even
on the conscience of their enemies, and leaveth usually a

conviction upon them : Yea, hath forced a testimony and
approbation from such men, and they have oft found bet-

ter entertainment, than those who in a sinful way have
sought to please them.

3. They have found this integrity always the choicest ex-

pedient and best policy in a dangerous time, which hath

observably met them, when they had most to do : A thing

whereof they have reaped the fruits in the day of their strait,

and times ofjudgment ;
yea, though it hath occasioned some-

time their sufferings, yet it hath been also their safety and
protection from sadder sufferings.

4. That though integrity is oft under a dark cloud of re-

proacli, yet it still getteth well out from under tlie same,

and hath shined usually more bright afterward : So as they

have had cause to observe, what unexpected means the

Lord hath made use of, for their clearing.

5. That while their enemies might have (were it not for

the preventing goodness of God) quarrelled upon some
other ground, they have been observably led to pursue, and
make them the butt of their malice, for their honesty, and
that Avhcrein they have peace before God, and have been

kept from hitting on the right cause.
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6. They find how unspeakably sweet this is upon an af-

ter reckonings and in the evening of their life^ that then they

reap a comfortable harvest, of that they have sown with

much suffering and tears. O ! then it doth not repent

them, that integrity was their choice.

7. They have sometime found a hundred fold tven in

this life ; and an observable gain in that, which they have
been willing to risk and hazard most.

8. They must also say, integrity was tie'uer their ruin ;

but an escape was oft brought about in a way they could

not liave expected ; yea, the Lord's shutting all other

doors upon them hath been, that he might open one him-
self, like Hagar'^s well springing up in the wilderness.

9. That in making their aim, when they had a large

heart for God, they have not then wanted an opportunity

for emdencing the same ; their encouragement hath abound-
ed with their duty ; and they have got much m, in giving

much out for Christ ; that there was no such feast in the

world, as they have sensibly found in the testimony of a

good conscience.

EIGHTHinstance^ is that promise ^ which is held forth to

the christian in the word, of strength and assistance to go
about duties. Is. xl. 29, 30, 31. Ps. xviii, 6, 14. Ixxxiv.

5. Ixviii. 28.

To clear this, that it hath an unquestionable performance,

I attest the experience of the generation of the righteous.

Who ever knew what it was to serine the Lord in the spirit

;

and by many sensible confirmations, have not proved the

certainty of these things ?

First, that when they have gone about duty under much
dcadness and straitness of spirit, they have found a very

sensible enlargement ^ aftd got their bonds loosed : which
surely they could no more command, without the concur-

rence of divine help, and something above nature, than

those who spread out the sail, can command a fair wind,

when it is cross.

2. That God's help and concurrence was never more
discernibly carrying them through, and making them
strong, than in the day, that (to their own sense) thej- were
most ii^cak., when they have gone about duty under great-

est fears, and fainting in spirit.

3. That when they had most confidence in themselves^

and judged they were at greatest advantage in their going

alDout some duty, they have usually had the saddest retreat

;

and found that a sure truth, the race is not to the swift y nor

the battle t§ the strong.
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4. They know well what an influence divine concnrrence

hath, not only upon their inward frame, but also upon the

exercise of their gifts, yea, upon the most common abilities

of judgment, and memory ; and that there is a most re-

markable difference, betwixt themselves at one time, and
anotJier, according to the blowing of this wind.

5. They must also witness this as their experience, they

found duty never more easy to them, than when they have
j-yad most to do, and were kept most thronged and pressed

therein ;
yea, when much work was laid to their hand,

they then Vvanted not an enlarged allowance for the same.
6. That their spirits have been j^/W for duty, and car-

ried through difficulties, where at some other time and in

tuiother frame they would h^vc fainted : and thereby have
seen, that none needs to start at any piece of duty, when
God calleth them to it ; for while difficulties have appear-

ed greatest at first, the less they have found them afterward,

yea, the hardest piece of service oft made most easy.

7. They find God doth raise the spirit of his followers,

with a suitable elevation for their work, and can fit them
for the service of that time, aud other trials thereof, even
beyond their ordinary reach.

8. That there is an open door, and sensible assistance,

when there hath been ivork for the gospel in such a place i

while on the other hand, they have found an inhibition sen-

fibly served on them, the door as it were shut, when the

tide was gowing back, and the work of the gospel at a stand

in such a part,

9. That it is not greatest abilities, which make under-

takings successful ; it being in liain, to rise up early, \vithout

the Lord.
10. It liath oft been their experience, \k\?A.\x\. follo\\}ing

the way of God, his candle did then shine upon their path^,

the Spirit Q>^t\\t Lord was with them, and sensibly poured
out : the ivithdraiding whereof hatli been no less discerni-

ble, while they turned aside from him ; that they have then

been put to bear the burden alone, and found difficulty and
despondency of spirit at once growing upon their hand._

11. I may add, what those who are serious in religion

have oft tried, that there is no such help i\n(\furniture for

going about duties, as a spiritualframe, and nearness with

God: for then light, and counsel, inward freedom, and
sweet composure of spirit, have brought most sensible ad-

vantage to them : in their greatest, yea, and in their most
common undertakings, this hath been very evident.

NINTH instance, is that great promise, ive hai'e, Rom.
\jJLi . 28. That all things shall work togetherfor gocd to them
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toho lo'oe God. And Psal. xxv. 10. Ail the paths ofthe Lord
are mercy and truths to such as keep his ccoencint. I conletis,

it is not easy sometimes to reconcile God's way and this piece

ofhis word together : those who take only an ordinary pass-

ing view of providence, cannot well judge, how such things,

wherewith oft the godly in their life are exercised, should
contribute to their^ good and advantage ; while nothing
would seem more directly cross to the same. But the

christian and wise observer can give another account : they
know what a sure truth this is, that there is no real jar be-
twixt the promise and providence of God in this mattpr ;

and whatever be the present thoughts, patient waiting liath

had cause to say this.

1. When his way and their thoughts have most differed^

in the accomplishment of his word and bringing about their

mercy, they have found it w^as to their ad-va?uage ; that his

choice was always better than theirs ; yea, they have been
oft made to confess, that their saddest disappointments
therein have tended to their further benefit.

2. That the Lord's denying tliem some outward thing,

which they have most desired, they have found (as after-

wards hath appeared) was to grant them more tlian their

desire ; he hath refused them as it were in an Ishmael, tliat

he might give them an Isaac.

3. They can oft say, they h.ad been undone^ if they
had not been undone ; that it was their mercy, the

Lord took such a way to cast them in a fever ^ to pre-

vent a lethargy ; and by some sharp cross gave tliem u
wound in the Jiesh., to cure and let out some gross imjios-

tumein their soul, which would have made their cai>c

worse.
4. How greatest shakings have helped their further- es-

tablishment ; so as they Vv'ere nevermore confirmed, 1 1 urn

in that about which they have been most perplexed. Yea,
they have also found this the Lord's way, to cure their fro-

wardness and misbtlief by some further addition to their

cross: that when they would not believe, he hath can sevl

them to come in upon a greater disadvantage ; while as a
small affliction hath made them impatient, a more heavy and
pressing trouble hath been their cure, and lK;Iped them to

keep silence under God's hand.

5. That the growing of diificulties in their way, and
somefurther pressure in the trial, they have found ^vas from
the Lord in order to its removal, and to the bringing forth

of some greater good : and that all visible grounds of con

-

fidence have been oft broken, but with this advantage ia

the upshot, that their mctTv, they had it niore immediatch
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out ofGod's own hand ; yea, that the less moderation there

was whilst their trial hath come to an extremity, they have
found it then upon the turn, and their hope and encourage-

ment oft made to spring up therewith.

6. How the Lord's deferring their mercy, which they

had oft sought, hath been indeed their mercy and ad^

vantage, which did always meet them in the season ; yea,

they must say, his way is always nearest, and waiting

on God without making haste, doth truly make the quick-

est dispatch.

7. Their experience can also witness, how men'*s re-

proach, and venting their malice that way to ruin their rep-

utation, hath oft been the occasion, ordered by the Lord, to

bring forth their further ir/d-an'/z^, and vindication even by
that very mean.

8. How by some sad cross he doth oix. prevent a sadder;

which though strange at first, they have been forced upon
after discovery to confess ; the man, who riding in haste to

the seaport, to have passage over seas with a ship going then

off, fell and broke his leg by the way, which was tke saving

of his life ; for the ship, and all its passengers, perished in

that voyage ; yet this was a bitter astonishing providence to

him for the present.

9. How their loss, even by some sad slip and failing, in

their 5/)z>i/«fl/ condition, hath really tended to their further

humbling and advantage ; yea, that which brought
them under some visible decay, as to the wonted lustre

of their christian profession hath helped them to grow
more under ground, in the root and substantial of Christ-

ianity.

10. They can tell how those steps of the providence

of God, which seemed most cross to that design he was
carrying on, yea, looked like the very crushing of their hope,

have oft been the very mean which hath wrought most
effectually to bring about their mercy.

11. I shall add but this, as the christian's witness to the

truth ofthis promise ; that the sharpest repfoofs have seem-

ed the luozW^ o/'^/rzV;26^, and most pressing ^/r^//^ made
the mean for their f^uvthtr enlargement ; how the Lord
hath brought them into some dark and plunging trial, v\ hich

then looked like a fearful pit, that he might bring them
out with advantage, set theirfeet on a rock, and establish

their goings ; yea, that in the hottest furnace, they lost no-

thing but what they might well spare, even some of their

dross.

TENTH instance, is that general promise v(vx(\c to god-

liness and those who make it their serious study, that it shall
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be great gain ; that "cierily it shall be well with the righteous^

for they shall eat thrfruit oftheir labour^ and in keeping of
the command there is a great reward. I. Tim. vi. 6. 1.

Pet. iii. 12, 13. Psal. xix. 11.
.

This is indeed a great conceralng truth ; but a truth,

which, I am sure, none who did ever make earnest ofrt lig-

ion, will call in question. Many convincing experiments
hath the christian ]"iad thereof through his life : such want
not some diary and record, wherein tliey can cast up the

advantage, they have reaped inclose following of God
and their duty ; yea, from most remarkable providences
they may oft say, This I had^ because Ikept

^
thy precepts.

Now, that this, promise hath a large witness, 1 shall

here touch some things, which I maj^ with some con-
fidence say, both in the present and in former times
have been proved, and sealed by the saints in their ex-
perience.

1. That they never more effectually consulted their good
and advantage, than when they did with greatest singleness

consult their duty, and least \\\'Ci-\ flesh and blood : they did
never more truly seek themsehes^ than in the practice of
self denial; yea, in what they intended God most, and
least their own private interest, they have therein found a
very sensible advantage.

2. That a serious endeavour to walk before God accepta-

bly, they have found still the ^c^or policy, even in the worst

of times ; and have found his way then very sat-

isfying, while it was most their studj' how to please him :

yea, they have been obliged to confess, that when the

Lord's way was their choice^ they have found it also their

reward.
3. They have found more real joy and peace in ivith-

standing temptations, than in anything tb.e teniptation offer-

ed ; and in laying their interest at God's feet^ and their

will underneath his, more than in all their carnal enjo}'-

ments. O the taste, and testimony of God's approbation t

how sweet a smile is his, in whose countenance heaven
heth!

4. That inward peace and tranquillity of mind, a sweet
calm <!Ci\\ composure of spirit, doth as really attend a

spiritual frame and walk, as tlie shadow the body ;

and their best and most comfortable days, wherein they
have truly walked at liberty, have been when their

heartavas most subject to the law, with a single respect to

the same.
5. That religion and a spiritual walk is tbe best friend,

even as to a contented and comfortable- life here in tlie
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world ; and that they have then most freedom to enjoy

ihemsekes and their lot with satisfaction, when they most
enjoy Gof// yea, that nearness and communion with him
tencleth to the sublimating and refining of their natural spir-

it, and hath been an observable help to their very common
abilities and parts.

6. That there is truly a reality in the blessing, which
maketh a small thing signify viuch^ and yield more than

greater abundance.
7. That when they give God their heart, it is then sweet

and matter of satisfaction, to observe his ways ; and the ob-

servation is very refreshing, how far the Lord condescends

to their desires^ when tht|y sum them all up in himself, and
make him their delight. ....

8. That the pleasure of religion is in thepractice thereof

;

and the way to have religion easy, is to be thoroughly re-

ligious. Duty is then sWeet, when men do it from an in-

ward principle ; and holiness Avould be a more pleasant

work, yea, a reward to itself, if there were less mixture of

hypocrisy.
y. That real hutnilhi/, and walking low in their

own eyes, and before God, did never lose to them
respect and credit from men ; but self abasement doth

observably go before lifting up, and true honour fol-

loweth such, Avho least hunt after \d^m applause from the

world.
10. That when they were most faithful to observe and

improve a little, then for their encouragement more hath

been added ; and they never wanted matter and motive to

be thankful, when opportunities were improved and taken

hold of for that end : yea, they have found there is a mercy
within a mercy, and some peculiar mercy in every cross,

which is only found and brought forth by the exercised se-

rious impro'sero^xh^ same.

11. That much sincerity hath also much sense follow-

ing the same ; secret honesty before God hath met them
openly before men, and faithfulness in christian freedom
purchased them more faA'Our and respect, even from the

worst, than when they studied most to please them in a sin-

ful way.
12. That they never saw so clearly the gain and real ad-

vantage ofgodliness, and what a difference there is betuixt

those that serve God, and those that serve him not, as in a

time of trouble and strait ; how then tenderness in their for-

mer walk, and that which they entertained in the morning,

doth now meet them at night, and pay them home \^ ith ad-

vantage in an hour of temptation.
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13. They have been forced to observe, that there is an
invisible ^«/7r^ about his people in their diitj'; that the

ministry cf the angels towards such is no delusion, and
have oft been made to wonder how hazard within an hair

breadth hath been prevented ; relief, and help come as be-

twixt the bridge and the water ; how they have been sensi-

bly preserved amidst greatest dangers, while (as it Avere)

an inhibition hath been served upon these, that they should
come near, but not hurt, and only met with them, that

they might read their preservation from them.
14. That an enlarged heart doth meet with an enlarged

allowance ; and bearing burden with others of the people
of God, hath helped to make their o%x>n private burdtn the

lighter.

15. That real godliness and religion hath as much in

hand, as it may be a reward to itself; which beautifieth

the soul, and maketh the face and conversation to shine
with an observable lustre ; that guardeth and prcserveth

the heart from many vexing crosses, preventeth sad strokes

and sorrows, that others are pierced with, who will fol-

low their idols, and the ways of sin, which are bitter in the

close.

In a word, this is surely found, that Gop is the best friend

;

and when there is peace with him, things without do not of-

fend ; but they shall then understand what it is to be 'm

league with the beasts of the fieldand stones of the ground,
having a sweet agreement with all the providences and dis-

pensations that come in their way.

;,f
V. That the scripture threatenings, hai^e also a certain

accomplishment^ are found to be sad earnest, and do not
fall to the ground, the christian can also seal from his expe-
rience.

We are not here to understand the threatcnings of^indic-

tiiic wrath (from which believers are freed in Christ) but
oi'dfatherly displeasure, which because of sin may draw
deep, yea, bring forth very dreadful effects, to witness that

it is an eiiil and bitter thing to depart from God, atul that

their own doings shall chastise them ; and these threat-

enings of the covenant, Ifthy childrenforsake my law, Iwill
punish their transgression with rods,^c. fPsal. Ixxxix.

30.) are sure truths, which want not in every time a per-

formance.
To clear this (ere I speak anything particularly) I woiild

premise some things to be considered.

1. That the word\s\x perpetual rule, whi;eh in every
time must take place ; and though affliction is a^ piece

of the common misery of man, yet doth it not arise out
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of the dust, neither fall out at an adventure, but d6th
oft visibly follow the tract of sin (as a sluthhound*)
pointing at such evils as the cause, by the stroke, and at the

truth and fulfilling of the threatenings, Avritten upon
both.

2. We should adore his sovereignty, whose \\ay both in

the measure and manner of his people's chastisement is so

'Dcirious, as that none can infallibly conclude, what he is to

do in such a case ; I mean, we are not to limit the Lord to

such a way and method in his working : yet, this we may
assert and firmly conclude, that not only the threatenings of

the word have a performance, but men may also have
even beforehand some more than probable conjecture, yea,

a clear discovery, what such a case doth threaten, and what
will be the issue of a sinful course, by considering the

Lord's ordinary procedure, both with themselves and
others ; how sin hath very sad effects, and his way in all

ages is still uniform, agreeing with itself, and with the word.

3. Though a gracious state doth surely privilege from
wrath and condemnation, yet not from affliction, and sad

strokes of divine anger because of sin ; for he taketh A-en^-

geance on men's inventions, even when he will spare the

inventors.

4. The Lord doth oft contend with his people for their

folly and miscarriages, more severely than with others ; and
will not overlook in thcjn, that which he passeth by in ihd

ivorld, without being a reprover ; but when light and love

and llie law will not hedge up their ivay, he will set briars

and thorns before them, yea, speak by chastisement upon
their bones, to ivithdraiv menfrom their purpose.

5. It is known, how very deep ihc holy anger ofGod
may draw against his children, even sometimes to pursue

them out of the land of the living, and follow them to the

grave, with some remarkable stroke; yea, it hath made
them dreadful examples of judgment in this fife, for whom
he hath accepted an eternal sacrifice in Christ.

6. I shall add, this is the Lord's blessed end in making
out his threatenings against his people, that they should not

perish with the world. O ! what a blessed exchange is it,

that the flaming ^=iD(?r<^, which once stood to guard the tree

of life, doth now stand as it were in the way of the saints,

to keep them from running into the paths ofdeath.
Having premised these things, I shall now instance some

particular evils, wherewith the godly are ready to be over-

i:^iken, which the word doth expressly threaten, and hold

•* A dog' so colled in Scotland, that hath an ex<iuisite sense of smelling-.
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forth the hazard of, both as to out^vard and spiritual strokes,

and give in here the christians' witness from thf ir experi-

ence, in all ages, of the truth of these threatenings.

FIRST. Security and carnal confidence^ which we
iind the word doth threaten, is one evil wherewith
<thristians are ready to be overtaken; but they do
also know by sad experience, what bitter fruit this brings

forth, and that therein the word fiilleth not to the ground,

which is held forth in Hos. ii. 1, 9. vii. 9. ha,
XXX. 16, 17.

First, that a secure condidon is the usual forerunner of

some sad change ; that when they are most at ease in a dull

and dead temper of spirit, some sharp rousing dispensation

is upon the back of it ; either a gross sin. or a searching

cross y as a thorn in the bed of their security, to drive them
to theirfeet.

2. That seldom recko7iing with conscience, the rurining on
of accounts for some time upon their hand, doth raDel their

case^ unto a sad confusion, and maketh it a bitter and hf art-

less work to retire alone, or within themselves ; yea, hath

t most direct tendency to a further hardening, and real de-

serting of their duty.

3. That when security and deadness groweth imthin,

it quickly maketh them dry up and wither ivithout, in

the external performance of duty, and in that vigorous

lively appearance, which did formerly brighten their

walk and carriage before others, so as very bystanders

may read the languishing ot grace, in the dead exercise of
their gifts.

4. That going about duty with most confidence in them-
sei'DCs doth usually give them the most clear discovery oftheir

weakness; yea, when they have /d-^?^/ /(jo/Wfor any cross,

they have then been sure to meet with it, with that sad ad-

dition, of being a surprisai in a secure condition : whereas,
on the other hand, they may tell what refreshing disappoint,

ments tiiey have got, where some trials have been most fear-

ed and looked for.

5. That secure sporting with a temptation may soon turn
to sad earnest ; they have found it very hard to dance about
the lire, and not be burnt : and the temptation, which at a
^i5/<3;2c^ seemed small, upon a nearer approach they have
found had more bands on their heart, and was another thing
than they could have believed.

6. That the means, whereon they have laid most weight,
they have also found to have given them the saddest disap-

pointment : the putting of them in God's room, and out of
their own place, hath been the way to cause them to miscar-
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ry ; yea, to turn their cross. Whereas they have oft seen
something unexpected^ made the mean of their help, that

they might know means are ordered of the Lord^ and are

useful, because he maketh them so.

7. Their experience can also witness, that carnal confi-

dence despising the trial at a distance, is usually punished
with carnal diffidence and despondency of spirit under
the same ; one extremity made the punishment of the
other, like the hot and cold fits of an ague, which do mu-
tually make one and the other more intense : yea, that

their immoderate confidence and expectation of a thing,

hath after resoh'cd in as immoderate discouragement at their

stroke.

SECOND. The christian's univatchfulness and inter-

mitting in the exercise of that so necessary and commanded
duty, we find the word threateneth, and holdeth forth the

hazard thereof, lest ye enter into temptation, the verifying

whereof their experience can also witness. Luk. xxi. 34.

36. Matth. xxvi. 41.

1. That it is not easy to guide their 'walk and conversa-
tion, when their guard over the heart doth slacken ; but the

giving loose reins for a little may make such a sad and large

breach, that many, many days will not easily make up :

yea, they do also know, how a sensible withdrawing of tlie

spirit, and drying up their life and liberty, is the usual fruit,

which univatchfulfiess brings forth.

2. That this helpeth to make their sunshines transient^

and causeth a low ebb after the greatest enlargement, whilst

they do not guard against their peculiar evils ; and that

usually there doth haunt such a condition the swelling of the

fiesb (when the spirit is most enlarged) which will soon put
them as far behind, as they formerly thought themselves at

an advantage.
3. That when once the heart lieth open, it is quickly

seized on and made a prey ; with what a bitter stirig doth
it return, after it iiath taken liberty to ivander I yea, doth
find there is a simft progress, that sin hath from the thoughts
to the rolling of it to the imagination, and thence to the

affection, wherewith it is more easy to engage, than to

.shake this off.

4. That unwatchfulness hath oft turned the most special

times and opportunities for advantage, to tiie greatest loss ;

which, through their neglect of these, hath put them fur-

ther behind, than they were : it hath turned their retirement

and solitude, to be their snare ; made the desert worse and
more dangerous, than tlie city ; and made them find, tliat

iHiin thoughts, the following whereofseemeth pleasaot to the
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mouth, will prove gall and wormwood in the belly ; there

being no sadder company, than a man's spirit let loose up-

on itself, whilst they cannot stop that current whereto they

had given a vent.

5. Their experience of this can witness that wwoalchfuU
ness hath an undoubted tendency to cast offprayer. Ho^v
hard is it, in the evening to retire to God, whilst the heart

is ^^/"c?^^ all the day ? To be reUgious in ivorship^ when
men are not so in their 'u;(3//^ ; yea, they do find, that this

will bring their distemper within, out of doors ; to some
disorder, impertinency or passion in their words, or out-

ward communication : a thing, which experience may tell,

doth wound the soul, make a sad breach in their peace, and
doth quickly overcloud the spirit, and unfit them for com-
munion with God, and going about of spiritual duties.

THIRD. To restrai?t prayer, and neglect calling on
God, is an e'vil also which the word doth threaten, and hold
forth the same hazard thereof, as of unwatchfulness, lest

ye enter into temptation ; yea, that this is even a step to the

casting off offear, the christian's experience, from fre-

quent trial can witness, that this scripture threatening is

true, Mat. xxvi. 41. Job xv. 4.

'f^\. That they have found this the rise, which giveth life

and increase to their prevailing emls ; and that corruption
then is upon a sensible growth, as the lively exercise of
prayer begins to be intermitted.

2. That this %veareth out their spiritual ///t', and bring-

etha consumption upon the vital spirits of Christianity ;

so that those who sometime flourished, and kept green,

(as by the scentofwaterj that correspondence, which they
had with the fountain of their life, while his dew did lie all

night on their branches, hath through neglect of prayer
been brought to a poor shadow ; so although sometimes
the greatness of their loss and distemper liath been hid
from themselves, yet might be easily discerned by look-
ers on.

3. That wearing out ol prayer and of delight therein,

will quickly make them disrelish any other piece of relig-

ion ; put them out of frame to meditate, or to give thanks,
or entertain fellowship with the saints ; yea, the more
lively and spiritual these are, it maketh them the more a
burden and torment to them.

4. That wearing out of this is a strong temptation to a
further forbearance, and will sensibly wear them out of
any sense of their fz^i?^ hereof, and make them strangers
to themselves and to their own case : so that they shall

find., the less they are in this exercise, the further they shall
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be inclisjidsecl ; and the fewer errands tliey have, the less

felt necessity of the same.
5. Their experience can also witness, that Uttle prayer

maketh a heaisy burden ; doth multiply their straits ; and
cause their care to grow, as this is abated ; they must then
bear their burden alone, and with heaviness take counsel
within themselves, while they ply not this best tried

remedy, to make their requests in all things known to

God.
FOURTH. JVefind the Ivord doth threaten defection

from the ^ truths and turning from the way of God in a
time of trial, as an evil, into which those that are kept by
grace from final apostacy, may yet through the violence of
a temptation fall. Jerem. ix. 13, 15. PW^ Ixxxix. 30,
32. yo2.\\\\. 11. and their sad experience can witness
the truth ofthe scripture threatenings concerning this also,

while they have found,
1. '^Y^h-SiXm one day they may adventure on that, v/hicb

through most of their Hfe they have not got over, but it

hath made thern go with their back bowed down to the
grave : that their giving the Lord's M'ork a ivrong touchy
isone of those things which doth scarcely leave them all

their time ; but, beyond other sins, they have found this

still come up with a bitter and heavy reflection ; j'^ea, in

the evening of their life they have found this so sore on
their spirit, that it could not lie hid or silent, but they wer<:

forced to witness their sense of it before the world, ere they

could obtain any ease.

2. That this the Lord doth usually meet, with sotne

sharp and public reproof, even before men ; that though
he pardon his people, yea, give some sensible intimation

thereof to their souls, yet he hath not passed them, as to

some visible mark of his displeasure, because of such a

thing.

3. They see, lh?A- ?\. crooked- and uncleanly way proves
not the mean oi extricating them out of trouble; but
their straits have been made to grow therewith ; yea,

they have found, thcit which they eschewed in God's way,
hath more sadly accosted them in another rod ; and that

there is a thick dreg in the bottom of the cup, which mak-
eth it worse to drink thereof at the close, than at the be-

ginning.

4. That it is not easy to make a stand in turning aside

from the way of God, when once they are engaged; a

retrograde motion is very violent, and yielding in a little

will bring with it some necessity cf going further, as a ju-
dicial stroke.
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5. That foregoing of some clear opportunity') to give a

testimony for the truth, when called thereto, hath turned

XQbi:^\\\i^r judgment, that they should not have further

access^ or be made useful that way ; a thing truly obvious

to such as are wise to observe the judgments of God in

their time ; yea, likewise that public backsliding doth oft

visibly wear men out of personal tenderness.

FIFTH. Unsubduedness ofspirit, and ivant ofmorti-

fcation to outward things, the word doth clearly threaten.,

and hold out its hazard ; the accomplishment whereof
christians' experience can witness. Rom. viii. 6, 7.

1. That God hath oft turned their idol to be their cross ;

put a mark of his jealousy on their dearest things, when
once they put them in his room ; yea, frequent observation

ofthe Lord's way, both with themselves and others, doth
shew, if they would be quit of a thing, they m.ay set their

heart immoderately on it ; such eagerness and exorbitancy
of affection being a sure presage, it shall either be their

judgment, or sorrow, or cease to be.

2. That outward things did never yield less ^ than whilst
they pressed them most : that when they are eager in pur-
suit of the world, and satisfaction there, their spirits are
sensibly hurried with many perturbations ; so that they
must say, that which keepeth them from enjoying of God,
doth also hinder the comfortable enjoying of themselves.

3. They have found) that slow advance in the work of
7nortifcation, hath at last doubled their smart ; and been
the procuring cause of some A'ery sharp cure, when the
disease did come to that height, that a small and ordinary
potion could not do the turn.

4. That immoderate desire and pressing after an outward
tiling, they have sometime got answered, but therewith a
sharp reproof from the Lord

; yea, usually have found
small satisfaction in their enjoying that, about which they
were so unsobcr in their pursuit. Gi'oe me children, or
else I die, said Rachel ; she obtained children, and she died
in bringing one ofthem forth.

5. Their experience can also witness, how overcaring
anxiety hath oft caused things to thrive worse under their
hand ; whilst they found never a more satisfying issue in
a particular, than by a quiet submissive dependence on the
Lord for the same.
SIXTH.

_
The doing^ "jiolence to light, and sinning

agai?ist conscience, ns it. is clearly threatened in the word,
so likewise the sad effects thereof have been clearly wit-
nessed, in all ages. Pro'u. xxix. 1. FsaL kxxi. 11, 12.

M
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1. What a direct tcnlency /Mhath to the further darJi-

cning of tlieir light, and to a judicial hardening ; and that

reproofs not entertained, do usually become less frequent,

yea, less pungent and searching ; their heart then doth not
so easily smite them, and put tears in their eye, as some-
tirtles a word, or secret rebuke of the conscience, would
have done ; so as they can now digest greater things, who-
would sometimes have stood at that which comparatively
was very small.

2. That when they would not read their bosoiji distcin-

per, which botli by the word and conscience was pointed
out, others have got leave to read tlie same written on their

forehead; and the shifting off of discovered guilt, Lnd of
all serious endeavour to get the quarrel taken up in s:cre^y

betwixt God and them, hath brought the matter at last to

some piiblic hearing, even before the generation.

3. That their darkening of their light upon some pri^eate

interest, while they would again and again inquire if such
a thing be warrantable, concerning which the Lord had
once cleared their mind, is a most perilous thing; yea,

hath got an answer according to tlie idol of their hearty and
their choice made to be their judgment.

I shall but add, what bitter ancl sad experience can tell,

how dreadful it is, to give the conscience a blow, which is

more easily hurt than healed ; that deliberate, adventuring
on the occasion of a temptation, when they would go to

xho-bigh priest''s hall, without warrant or a call, hath cost

them dear ; and they ha^'e found that bold sinning doth
afterward make/^i;z/ believing.

I know, it is by serious and experienced christians, anel

by these only, that this argument in tlie meaning thereof

can be reached ; and it is sure, such will not debate the

same, who know the truth, and have it dwelling in them,
and on another ground than report, are established in its

certainty. For these can witness, what sweet comforting

hours tiicV have had with Jesus Christy in a sad uncom-
fortable time ; ti^it he hath both spoken, and himself also

hath done it ; and such must therefore seal his \vord and
the truth thereof, because he hath sealed it on their heart ;

yea, doth so surely know, it is God who worketh all their

works in them, that with their last words and dying breat!\

they have confidence to assert this, and commend that

excellent study ofgodliness to others.

1 kno^v, that \vith a great many of the world this grave

convincing argument of experience hatii no weight : f^r

sira?igers ijitermeddle Jiot 'ivith that joy ^ and therefore fan-

cy it a pure fiction, as the only expedient and preservative
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to their heart from the horror and inexpressible torment,

which must seize on them-, if the certainty and necessity

of godliness were granted; these scoft" at this excellent

thing, as, some vain conceit or distemper, because they

\vould have it so. But w ith such I must here crave a se-

rious and free communing
; yea, in so great and interest-

ing a business must obtest, that they \v ould not shut their

eyes, but allow reason that weight, they w ould do in any
other case. O what do you allege, on what ground do you
reject this great witness of experience r If you deny it,

.because j'ou have noty(?z/;2<^ it, do not others assert this,

because they surely know it r And their assertion hath
these two advantages ; (1.) that they once had tlie same
sentiment and opinion with you, which now they reflect

on with much horror. (2.) The reality of its cjfccts on
them proves both the reality of the cause, and tiie excel-

lency thereof. And now if these be indeed serious, and
their testimony true, whom you thus challenge, are you
not in a sad and dreadful case ; since j'ou cannot think to

lodge together at night, or that your interest and theirs

will meet in another world, which liath been so Aery op-
posite here by the way ! You must sureh' part v. ith these
at death, and land at some other poit, to whom all your
life you have walked so cross ! O sit but with yourselves
alone, and consider this ; you hate serious religion, and
therefore yoxx reproach it ; will you take such a revenge on
yourselves, and out ofprejudice to it, run on so great and
eternal a ruin? But know assuredly, it is not m hat you
judged, and if once you pass (in this delusion) fliat great
and last step betw ixt time and eternity, you aie undone,
oil undone for ever ! And sure, if you admit the authority
of the scripture^ you cannot debate the christian's experi-
ence ; while there you have so great a cloud of 'witnesses^

who bear that same testimony ; but it is on yourself you
must reflect (not -on the truth) that you know so little in
this way.
Now, to ka\'e sonte conviction on the atheists of this

tin>e, and those who take liberty to 6'^c'/^ at serious relig-

ion, I would here ofter some rational grounds ; which even
to the world and bystanders may convincingly demon-
strate, if they would but consider die same in earnest, that

this testimony the saints do in all ages bear, from their tx.-

perience, to the truth, can be no cunning device or false-

hood, but is most certain and sure. For,
1. That must be a sure testimony, and is no cheat, if you

judge that those who declare the same, have the sense of a
. Deity ^ and have any truths or moral candour. For il is a
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dear dilemma ; either such, whosfe witness this is, are im-
postors of the highest degree, yea, in athtism and gros^

deceit must exceed all the world beside : or, it is true and
valid, what they witness. Now, for the first, I shall crave

no more in their behalf, but an appeal to your conscience

and sober thoughts, if you couldjudge thus ofthem.
2. This testimony must be sure, if you but allow those

the use of judgment and reason, who bear it, and do not
judge them wholly dementated ; for it were a strange and
unheard of madness, that men should pursue a shadow
Avith so great seriousness, and on this interest venture so

far, if religion and the power thereof were not a reality.

Sure, one of these two must hold ; if christians do not

experience themselves what they hold out to others, that

they are either in the highest measure profligate and imck-

ed, even beyond the ordinary rate and depravation of hu-

man nature ; or they must be imder a strange madness and
delirmn. They must either design to cheat the world, or

themselves, but though their adversaries could wish to

have it so, I think their' malice will not make them so

mad, as to own that challenge ; and since these cannot be
alleged, 1 profess were I the greatest atheist^ who did not

own the scripture, I could not seriously consider the way
and walk of such who are tender christians, without aston-

ishment ; or conceive how in such a world and so many
visible disadvantages they should be thus engaged, on any
other consideration, than the truth and reality of christ-

i^i^ity-

3. Do you not see, this is their testimony, who are

willing to be ?nV^ therein, and render a reason of that hope

ivhich is in them ? yea, do in this offer themselves to trial,

and with greatest seriousness obtest the world, not to

credit implicitly their witness, and take it on trust, but

them.selves put it to the most exact inquiry and search !

And truly, if there be an appeal and reference to men's
sense and feeling, which can admit no debate, I know not

what ground they have to question this witness, until they

first put it to an essay., that from their own experience they

could contradict the same.
4. Should you not admit this for a sure testimony if you

grant any moral certainty of a thing, that there is some
case wherein a human testimony can allow no debate,

which in this present case must be undeniable ; for you
know by two witnesses a matter is judicially established:

but is it not more confirming when they are ofknown
judgment and integrity ! yea. out of diverse and remote

places ofthe earth, and otherwise strangers amongst th&m-
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selves, but yet more, not only when dying they own and
assert this, but are willing to die upon a testimony t!iereto»

and seal it with their blood, and tliis also tl^rough all agea

renewed ? O what can be more convincing as to moral
certainty ! Now I do attest the v/orld, if this argument of

cliristian experience have not as full and unanswerable
proofs of its certainty.

5. This witness can be no counterfeit, and you must
judge they are ^vorthy of credit, to verify the scripture

from experience, on whose /^/-^^^//Y'c" you see it so convinc-

ingly transcribed. Shonld not the declaration of such
about the truth of the promise^ have much weight, whilst

5^ou see what a serious respect these have to the rule ; to

have their walk ordered in that 'ivaj/, where the scripture

warrants them to expect the fuifiUing of tlie promise / And
are not these seen to be the most tender serious christians,

whose way useth to have the greatest authority over your
conscience, who do most own this witness, and h.ath the

largest account to give thereof ?

6. Is not this t/jeir testimony also, Vvhom on your ex-
actest and most narrow notice, you may see study religion

in the secret and retired dntiec thereof ? where some other
interest, than the observation ofmen, mustbe an incite-

ment. Yea, may you not observe there are such, u ho do
seriously own the practice ofthese duties, when the view of
those about them might be a greater hindrance and ground
of fear, than any persuading motive ? And whilst you chal-

lenge the light profession of many within the church, do
but also ask your conscience, if there be not others, ^vhose
x\ ay you must justify, even in spite of your hatred and
prejudice against them, tliat it hath a convincing favour of
bumihty ? yea, their growth underground, and being se-

rious and real in what tliey profess, may be clearly dis-

cerned from a naked and empty shev/.

7. Can those intend, by such a testimony, to deceive

ofhers, wlio have oft been in so great fear and disquiet,

that they i^e not themselves deceived ? O how convincing
may ihis be to the world, to consider what perplexing
queries and doubts christians have sometime about their

ov.'n inward case ; yea, after such sharp wrestlings, a most
sweet calm and composure of spirh may be discerned. It

is strange this puts not atheists to a more serious inquiry,
what such chajiges can mean, which will make men differ

so far from themselves, whilst no outward cause can be
discerned. It is true some matters lie m.uch under ground ;

the heart knows its oTotibitterness^ and a stranger doth not in-

termeddle T^ith itsjoy ; yea, die deepest plunge and exercise
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anay make little noise without
; yet this is sure, there is

so much under these vicissitudes, that is obvious, even to

the vie\v of lookers on, as may leave some conviction, that

their enjoyments must be true and real^ when the want
thereof IS so sensibly felt ; and the world is not so stupidly
inadverient, not to observe tliis, if diey did not shut their

eyes for fear of such a discovery.

8. Should not ikeir testimony be very con^'incing,

'ivhose complaints and challenges you may find more at

home upon thcnisches^ than against otiicrs ; who are oft

bemoaning over those evils, which the eyes o£ma?i could
r.ot reach ? may not the world see how some are pressed
^vith anguish of soul, to the wasting oftheir body, when no
cause from without is known, and otherwise rational and
most composed ? Yea, may it not sometimes be discerned,

there is more smothered within, which gets no vent, than
appears without ? for grief in earnest xvants not some
peculiar marks, by which it ma>' be witnessed to others.

I think, this should put the world to such a reflection, there

jnust be some grief and joy and a cause for it, \vhich goes
above the world or the things thereof.

9. This is their testimony, whose confidence and com-
posure of spirit, in the greatest exigences, may witness to

others that persuasion they have of the truth w ithin their

own souls. You see also at what labour and work thes«

are in tlie duties of religion ; yea, when they are most se-

rious, hov/ native and unconstrained their motions are.

Odoth not this shew, the grace ofGod and a new nature

is another thing than words ; and that they must surely

jind satisfaction in these duties, which makes that a special

delight and pleasure to them, which you w"ould reckon an
intolerable and sore toil.

10. Do you not see how these agree e.vt:vy v»here and at

every time in this testimony, that the scripture is verified

by experience, and the breathings and irifiiicnces of God
on the soul meet them in tiie way olduty according to tl-kc

promise, even whilst they most remarkably diff'er amongst
themselves in their ;/^/wrr// temper and disposition? And
is it not known wliatever particular and lesser differences^

through the prevalence of corruption, are too frequent

am.ongst these, yet no challenge, no reflection on the truth

in reality of godliness in itself, will be found when tlieir

challenges are most bitter one upon another ? I must fur-

ther attest your conscience, whilst you have heard the sad

moans ofdying christians about the interest of their soul

and short coming in the study of godliness, have not these

€ompLiivits been still to commend religion, and the excel-
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lency thereof, and reflect only upon thcmsehes? but none
ever was heard to have such a complaint, that they did cheat

the world in that matter, by obtrudhig upon them a ialse-

hood. ...
11. May you not see this testimony which christians

give to tlie way of godliness, that it is froirt those vvlio act

deliberately in that great interest, and have a rational ac-

count to give of the grounds on which they walk ? Do you
not find they are jucii, as well as christians ; and that none
are more friends to reason and the right exercise thereof,

than such who are most serious in the study of religion ?

It is sure, could the vvorld have dieir sight, and with Moses
such a look of an inwdble Gody it would be easy for them to
be oftheirjudgment also.

12. Tiiat you are so ready to cliallenge the christian's

testimony, may you not find the true cause within yourself;.

not from your judgment, but VLXcyotCi\prejudice?ind enmity
at the way of the Lord, whereof you can give no reason I

Yea, have you not oft reproached christians- at a distance

whom upon a near particular acquaintance you have from-

some irresistible conviction leu upon you, been farced to

justify ? For godliness hath this sinvjular advantage, to si-

lence all its adversaries, that none will challenge or reproach
the same, but those who never knew it : and siiould sucb
a witness be admitted ? O strange, witli what liberty men
can deride this, who yet dare not go alone to have some
serious thoughts about it !

13. I know you will not deny there is such a thing as
hypocrisy and ^ false shew of godliness ; 5'et sure j-ou have
no ground of challenge, or to question the truth and power
of this, which is so convincingly witnessed to, even by hy-
pocrisy ; for there should be no use for such a cover, no
cause for that imposture, if there were not also a truth and
reality therein you cannot conceive a counterfeit, but as it

stands related to that which is true. If tiiere were not such
a thing as serious godliness, tlie world could never have
known how to personate it. Could there ])e a lie, if there
were not a truth ? You see also it is the most serious dis-
cerning christians, that sucli usually do fear and have an
awful regard of ; for which there were no ground, if they
were not conscious of the truth of that in odjers, wliercoi
they only study the appearance: yea, htre 1 must al:>o ap-
peal to the world and ordinary o!)servcrs, ifthcrc be iiot even
to them, some discernible diflrence betwixt tlie poiver of
religion, and an empty shew, though tins make preater
noise ; bet»vixt those who are serious and lender vsifollow-
ing the Lord, and 'jtlicrs who ^kry in app?ii^-anc€^ hut tiQt
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in heart ; for tlic one by^ a conviRciiig manifestation of
thc^ truth docs comnwid itself to mcn^s conscience^ hath .a

living air and breath, which bj' no art or cunning can be
drawn to the life, no more than an exquisite pamter with
the choicest colours, in drawing a dead man, can therewith
draw the vital acts or breathing and moving.

"

^
14. May^ you not sec, holiness must be some excellent

tiling, which hath such credit^ even witli its real adroersa-
ries and the worst of men, as to make tliera grasp at tlie

c'lpcarance ^'CiCi shadow of that, which others know, tliey

hate the po\ver and practice thereof ! And here I would ask
the world, is it not to the scripture and truth thereof, tlic

experience of the saints bears witness, that they do indeed
feel and prove xmtbin their soul, what you see written be-
fore you, in this blessed record ? But is it not also sure,
that nothing is more directly cross and opposite to the scrip-
ture, than a fake cppcarance, and shew of that which is

not real t' "

15. Can you debate whether there arc sucli christians In
the world, y(t^,many such, whose experience does witness
the truth of rejigioji, of whom it must be said feijen their

enemies being judgesJ their being serious in that way and
choice thereof, must btfor itself and hath no outward de-
sign or interest, to which it can be sul^servient, whilst in

this oft they run the greatest hazard, and are rendered a
prey to others ? O must it not be a marvellous tiling, which
li:ilh tliat dominion over tlie souls, to teach men the prac-

tice o[ selfdenial ; not only to quit, but to cheei fully quit

their nearest interest to smile on the spoilers, to rejoice in

their sufferings and reproaciies, to forgive wrongs, and take

/evengc by good- will! this is indeed above naturey-^a\(\\s>

'^t^culiar to Christianity^ which can also turn poison to an

aiTtiu'ote and cure, and gain by its greatest losses.

1^, You may see what different sizes are amongst the

saints .how great a difference also bet\\ ixt the experiences

of one avid another : some made to witness much bitter-

ness in departing from God, and others that singular ad-

vantage in dVaiving near to him ; yea, how near sometimes

will great extremes in their condition l>order with other J

At a strait to express their joy, who not long before wouki

have thought a vent to their griefa special ease : O must

iiot this be a mav^er of reality ! and wlicn you see how

mucli these amongst themselves do thus differ, that yet all

<hese differences meet together and concur in a most clear

testimony to the scripture, and truth ol godliness ;
yea,

how this wonderful contrivance of the scripture is suited to

mswer all this variety of changes in the christian's case,

ind passcth none over !
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But oh, what can be said here, where weeping should
be more lit than words, to sec what contempt the greatest

part of men put on serious rehgion, which doth truly raise

them above the condition of the beasts ! Is not the atheism

of tlie time at that height that we must say, the assault of
the adversary is not so much at one single truth, as at the

root and being of all religion ? And truly wc may fear some
sharp and extraordinary cure, to recover this generation, of
a disease, that would seem in an ordinary way incurable,

j i. shall but further ofter these few queries, and plead so far

with the adversary,: that they would, ere they pass them,
liave but some serious thoughts thereon.

(1.) If there be a God, or truth in any religion, is it not
with this blessed record of the scripture you must close,

as the alone ride thereof? yea, if your judgment and con-
y^clence be not both e:^tinct, must you not consent to the

-law and doctrine tlierein held forth, that it is good, what-
ever be your aversion therefrom ? (2.") Is not an immortal
soidind a being for ever, such a venture as is of more \ alue,

and should be to yon, than the whole world ? (3.) O how-

can you be thus umistcrmincd about so great an interest ?

you seem to be hesitant and unsure, if there be another
world, a beai^en or a hell : but oh, are you sure these arc

not ? and how then can you be secured from such a fear,

which of all fears is the greatest ? (4.) What a horrid and
uncomfortable thing is it to be an atheist, wlucli gives mrn
no hope beyond this present life ? Yea, what a world would
this be to dwell in, if there were no true godliness in it, smcc
wid)0ut this, no comfortable human society, no kindly

and right subjection to the magistrate, can be expecieil

from those, who have no tie from above, and know not

what it is to pay homage to a sovereign being. (5.) Is not

the nati\'e tendency of atheism to all ungodliness in men's
practice ? yea, how far doth it debase human nature, and
level it even with tlie beasts ? (6.) Whilst >ou scoff at se-

rious religion, I dare appeal to yourselves, if in your retire-

ments when you have any sobtr reflections, you are not

forced to have other thoughts ! and why is it, you so much
fear to go alone, and be in any measure serioiss uith your
&oul ? Oh what a desperate security is that !

I shall only add, is it not rare to find a professed atheist,

at deaths \\-hen once the tipproach of another n^orld does
aivake the sense of a Deity ? But then it is easy to see men,
who have sported at godliness in their life, weep over that

wretched mirth, when it comes to death, and call for su<;h

ministers, whom once they hated : and oh, what a dread-

ful cure will /.'^// be of atheism! for there they know the
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truth in earnest, tliough it be tlieir terror ; it is also sure
the devil is 7w atheist^ who believes there is a God and
trembles.

I must yet a little furtlier crave liberty, ere I pass this

argument, to speak a word even to those who know and
have experienced the same. O how great sliould this be
in our eyes, and with what astonishment may we consider
it, which by so full, so satisfying a demonstration doth wit-

Jiess, not to the eye or ear, but to the soul.^ the certainty of
divine truths and the power and reality oigodliness ! Should
we not think, if there were but one in an age, or that every
particular christian were but once at some solemn time of
his life, thus confirmedy that he could say, then did he taste

and see the word, and found it surely verified on his soul^

as sure as he knoweth that he lives, at what a rate would he
^calue and preseriie so singular a seal^vA. confirmation ofthe
truth, yea, keep up the remembrance of such a special time
n'hilst he lived ? But oh, must it be said, that this grave
witness, this clear demonstration of the scripture and of the

certainty of the words of truth, which we have by experi-
ence, doth lose its weight, and the inestimable value there-

of is to be less regarded, that it is tlie christian's daily

bread ? O what a reach hath this argument ; what great

things are there held forth ? I think a serious view of the
same, if it were brought near to us, might put us to quest-
ion, whether we believe the same, or not ? are we in a
dream, or awake and see them with our eyes, which this

tioth so convincingly demonstrate ? whilst we can so easily

pass them, with so little -iveight thereof on our spirit. Now
to hold l!iat forth, let us but bring near this argument, and
gravely consider the same with respect to some of those
great truths, which, by this unanswerable demonstration
of experience, are witnessed : I must say^ such truths that

we may wonder how men can so easily admit their being
true, and in so ordinary a way look thereon without won-
'dering and astonishment.

1. Doth not this argument of experience, by a verj^ clear

demonslration, witness that great truth ofa godhead, where-
on the whole superstructure of truth and godliness doth
stand ? yea, in another manner does enforce on men the.

persuasion of this by a more near and convincing discover^',

than the greatest ivorks of God, or these glorious appear-

ances of his power and wisdom in the heavens, and earth

do ! It is true, these bring him near to our eye and ear ;

but O this brings the blessed and invisible God nearer,

jnto the heart and soul, that we may both taste and see,

that surely He isj and is that which in the scripture he is
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declared to be. It is not the contemplation of nature,

irj its highest fligiit, can answer such an assault of the dv=vil,

which may exercise the most estabhshed christian about
the being of God ; but there is a demonstration within,

which goes further than the judgment, and passeth natural

understanding ; whence we leel, we taste, Ave enjoy, yea,

his voice is heard in the soul, which we surely know to be
his, and this is the reacli and import of this argument.
There is indeed cause to wonder at the atheism of the
world, since men can look no where without some witness
of a deity ^ to stare them in the face ; but oh, there is a more
rcjined iithtism^ that lies in the bo&om o^vi professed assent

to divine truth, and is not easily discerned, though not the

less dreadful that it goes under a cover, not only iVom the

view of others, but even frorn a man's self. I w ould here
offer some things, which do witness a specia/advantage thQ

godly man is at thereby to believe, and to be more thorough-
ly persuaded of the glorious /'i?//!^ of God. (1.) That he
finds the believing of this is a very great thing, and not so
easy to reach, as the ivorld do suppose. For it is no small
matter even to attain this : Oh, wliat ordinary thoughts
have many about it, who think it easy to pass an assent to

this marvellous truth, because they never considered the
greatness thereof ; but it is sure, the more serious and
grave a christian is, it will give him the more work, and we
may find these usually are jnore plunged and exercised
about this, than others. (2.) h is a great advantage, when
this is so far men's serious study ^ as to be upon an inquiry
after iifwther establishment in so great a truth ; O what
another sight of the zV/'D/^i^/f G<?r/.^ What a satisfying per-
suasion of his blessed being might we have, if our souls
were indeed herein exercised ; and knew but how little we
know and have reached in this, that there is a nearer ap-
proach to God, which should shew us, the fai Ji of a deity
is something beyond those former thoughts we have had
thereof! We lose many singular confinnatio;ns about this,

because we do not in earnest look after them. (3.) They
are at a special advantage to whom belicvinng of this truth
(O blessed truth, that God is) is their exceeding joy, anri

amidst their heaviness can say, the thought and meditation
of him is sweet j tliat when through a variety* of tempta-
tions they are ready to faint, this restoreth their sou), jea,
will cause it to leap within for joy ; and is there enough
when other encouragements are furthest oil", that God lives !
O what a thing is it in such a world, and in some deep per-
plexing plunge, to know that the Lord is God, whom he
h^ith now for a rock and a shield, and in tlie close of time
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f(ir his exceeding gteat re^'rd't Can we liav^ ^^loiis

thoughts of this, and so easil^ turn ourselves to other things

without astonishment ! yea, i»it not strange, there should
be oft so near and immediate a,- bordering betwixt our
thoughts of the glorious God and the meanest trifle. (4.)

It is no small advantage, where ii^en can open the bible and
retire into it, under the sense and impression of a godhead^
and that near correspondence he hath this way \vith liis peo-

ple ; on whose soul these words have awe and authority,

Thus saith the Lord ; yea, have that repose upon his testi-

mony and promise^ which the solid persuasion of his beifig

and faithfulness should cause. (5.) They have come a

great length here, that in tlieir ordinary walk are under sonic

weight and impression of this that God is near ; who knows
their sitting down and rising up' ; from whose sight they

cannot shift one thought
;
yea, that on him they have such

an absolute dependence, that without Inm they cannot draw
their breath. O where this is believed, must it not cause
both fear and wondering ?

2. Is not this an argument, which by a sure and unan-
swerable demonstration doth witness the truth and reality

of ^;Yz^^that there is such a thing, and is no empty sound,
which doth raise man above the natural state of men, as

far as reason puts him above the state of the beast ! It is

truly strange, this should be believed, and yet is not more
marvellous in our eyes, h^v we can be at such rest, whilst

one of these two lies uriller debate, the reality of grace, or

our being really interested therein. O is there not cause

of astonishment, that such a product of heaven should be-

found in the earth, whose descent and original is so clearly

demonstrated by its breathing upwards after God, its na-

tive tendency and motion towards him, whence it came?
Surely grace is a great subject to think on ; and that it is

not so in our eyes, it must be either because we do not be-

lieve it, or do not consider what a change it makes on the

soul, which is no transient disposition, but the seed of God
that remains. Is not this such a thing as makes spring in

the winter, causeth men to grow under their greatest

weights, lifts tlie soul up from the clay, yea, does by
bringing it low in its own eyes, raise it nearer God ? This
makes a man to have another appearance, on which the

world is forced to look withsome astonishment. One christ-

ian doth admire this in anotlier ; and the more it she\\s it-

self, it causeth a rnore near approach betwixt their souls.

It will cause fear in them who hate it, and hath a power
even over its persecutors. Now it is the truth and reality

of this excellent thing, that this argument does witness;
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ye^siich a witness that can a;dmit no debate, where expe-

rience makes it sure : I confess a serious view and persua-

sion of this might make the chr'uqaii's life a continued

wonder ; that there is such a thing-, which by a marvellous

surprisal did prevent him when he was not aware, hath en-

tered him into a new world, and translated him from a stale

of darkness unto a marvellous light, causeth the soul to

breathe in another air, brings him so near that state of the

angels; subdues the will without violence, and subjects

it with its own consent ; j^ea, by so strait a tie is linked

Avith an eternal glory and blessedness ! surely this is one
of the most stately pieces of the work ofGod > that exceeds
the whole structure of the universe. O with what aston-

ishment should we look on this marvellous thing, if we
could consider the whole frame and structure of the grace

of God in a christiim, and there make as it were a dissec-

tion in its several parts and proportions, its decay and lan-

guishing, its different changes and sizes, its vigorous actings

and abatements ; how it breathes, is nourished, is kept
green and preserved by a continued intercourse with the

fountain of its being ! and lo, whilst we consider this great

wonder, both in the whole and in its parts, we may see how
in these it does most exactly answer that model we have
thereof in the scripture ofGo d .

3. This is a great argument, and should be so in our
eyes, which docs not only witness tlie reality of grace in its

acting and exercise (which in this former section is spe-

cially pointed at) but does unanswerably demonstrate a
spiritual life ^dud being, which the christian knows and is

persuaded thereof, as he is sure he i^rcathes and hath a na-

tural life ! O what a marvellous demonstration is this,

wherein sense and feeling doth in as certain a way concur,
as in any discovery we have by our outward senses, that

there is a ?icw life and another beings (besides that we have
by nature) which answers to a new birth ; yea, another
breathiing and acting, that is also suited thereto ! but oh,
can it be said, we believe and know it is assuredly true,

who have such common and passing thoughts thereof, and
do not consider what it is whereof we are sure ! (I.) That
this is so great a> thing ; it may indeed cause wonder, to

think we are men, and that we have a rational being : but
O ! a spiritt/all'ifc is another cause for wondering, w hiclt

comes not by our birth, hath no natural causes, yet a life

that hath its proper (?p(';Y?//w, and "uital acts put forth, as
truly as these natural actions of breathing and moving arc
put forth, by a living rnan ; a life that hath in as sensible a
way quickening and refreshing . influences, as the earth or
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bodies of men know \\\t influences of the heavens ; which
hath a pleasure and dehght peculiar to its nature, that hath
no affinity with things we enjoy by the senses, but is a pleas-

ure that far exceeds the same ! and is this a small matter
to be persuaded of? (2.) What a demonstration is it,

which doth witness even to our sense and feeling a power
on the soul by the word, above the most persuasive words of
man, and above all moral influences ; by which men are not
only reached, but transformed into the same image ; whence
the christian knows, and knows assuredly, those great
truths, the sealing, witnessing, teaching, comforting of the
spirit, ^c. are no matter of words, or some strange devised
names, but arc undoubted realities ixcXed and verified on the
soul. (3.) If this demonstration of a spiritual Hfe be sure,

have -we not thus also an eternal life and being with God put
beyond debate ? for, if we be certain of the one, O is not
th.is undeniable, that^his noble being of the new creature,

this life that is here begun, must have a more full growth,
and be at the furthest stature of tlie man in Christ; when
\\ e now see it with our eyes in its infancy, and upon a

growing advance towards the same ? for the one is surely

as demonstrative of the other, as a young child which we
see in a growing tendency towards a man, dotli shew there

is a man in his furthest growth. (4.) Ifwe assuredly know
tiiis spiritual life, must we not also admit the undoubted
truth o^ spiritual beings, and of an invisible world, with
which this life hath its correspondence ; yea, thus as by
a stream be led up to the true fountain, to know an mvisible

God!
4. How great an argument is this, which gi-sTs us such

ademons'tradon, tliat hca'uen is not altogether deferredunXiX
we be there, but that such a thing is sure now, as the real

presence of tlie glorious God, and a near familiar approach of
him to the soul, which is here as really felt and enjoyed, aii

we can be sure of any thing ? O how mar\ellous should
this be to us ! I cannot doubt but the report hereof does
sometime dazzle the worldwith amazement, and puts the

l^O'ssest ofmen to strange thoughts. But oh, may not this

make them question its reality, whether those that bear
such a witnt-ss do trubj feel and enjoy the same, who by
tiieir waij and appearance do so little declare any deep im-

pression, that this hath on tiiem ! I have sometimes thought
it strange, how men are taken even in a kind of transport

v.'ith the discovery ofsome rare experiment anddemonstra*
tion m naiure, M'hich could make that poor man cry out
EVPiiiCA, as though therewith he had gained the whole
carili ! but O here is another kind of demonstration, of a
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more transcendent value and interest ! to know and be
sure of this near approach and intercourse betwixt God
and the soul ; that even -ivith men In the earth he %vill veri-

l\f (hvell, -and have so real a converse ; this does indeed

rise above Archimedes^ reach, and such whoever followed

the search of nature in their most exact and subtile inqui-

ry. O blessed souls, who have found it ! for they have
found a treasure ; the thoughts w^hereof may make it a nciu

thing every day, and make them consider this with a re-

newed ivondering^ to know, there is not only a claim and
title to the inheritance above, but that the Jirsi fruits and
earnest thereof is g^t here; that as surely as there is a
real and immediate converse betwixt men, they have found
such a near immediate fellowship with God, that all tlie

words of the world cannot express ; such a meeting be-

twixt him and them, where their soul hath been drawn
out with desire, where tiiey have foimd a breaking up of
the day with an astonishing brightness, after a most cloudy
and dark night ; O is not this a great thing ! have they not

cause both for joy and wondering, who have fallen on such
an experiment, tliat they can say (and not from report) I

do surelyfeel I enjoy, I sim persuaded this is the ford ; and
thus liave come forth from him ^vith such a change on
their soul, and composure of mind, that even bystanders
might see where they ha'ue been ! Now this is the christ-

ian's witness, which all who are serious in the way of the
Lord, can in some measure bear,- that in a way no less sure
and demonstrative than any thing here beneath can be
known, they have had such a discovery : and now these
strange scripture truths, tlie meaning whereof once tliey

could not know (such as, to have their soul mclti/ig within
at the voice of their belo'ued, to have his ?ianie as ointment
pouredforth, and be brought near to s-ee hisJace ivith joyJ
they know well that they are as truly Ncrilicd on the heart,

as they are written before their eyes in the word. 1 shall

but add, it is a very great thing these know, who know as-

svucdly tb.e real presence of God here ; for thus they iire

made sure that he is, as one may know the sun, when he
feels its warming heat, and when lie sees it wiih its <i\\\\

light : thus they are eonfirrricd of the truth of the scripture,

whilst they sec and feel one of the most marvellous things
therein verified.

5". This is an argument that does clearly witness a trutli

and reality in prayer; wliich may be called one of the
great 'Lvonders of religion : that such a way is, wiierein
there is so near, so immediate :m address lo the majesty of
God in all our concernments, js not tliis a v( !y^reattl:3iii^.3
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that poor man, now upon the earth, hath such a passage to

hea'oeny and may speak up auto hhn who inhabits eternity,

the glorious object of the adoration of angels, without the

intervening of any creature : yea, with so sure a warrant

may approach the throne of God, and there pour out his

soul, and present his requests unto him who lives and sees!

O with what astonishment should we consider this ! sup-

pose at some solemn times in our life this only might be at-

tained, yea, tliat it were but in one part of the earth, should
Ave not look on the whole earth besides as accursed ; and
reckon an abode there, were it a barren desert and wilder-

ness, to be preferable to all other advantages ! It may truly
• be a question, whilst we are most in the practice of this du-

ty, if we believe the truth and reality thereof : but it is be-

yond question, what christians have most sensibly found
here, that they can say, if they be sure they have a soul,

they have been as sure, in this blessed way, they have had
their soul restored m\6. returned again ; and under soxn'ide-

liquium^ that by wrestling they have at last prevailed ; yea,

have got an answer from heaven, as ifthey had got it by an
audible 'voice. Now is not this a great and marvellous de-

monstration !

But oh what common thoughts have we thereof ! and
may not these things seem strange, if seriously consider-

ed ! (1.) That we are ilot more restless, to be surely per-

suaded, this is a truth, when we are so highly concerned
therein ; that we may have further confirmations about this,

Avhich we should look on as an inestimable treasure, both

for our joy and establishment. (2.) It is strangle, we can

find it so easy a matter to pray and appear before God ;

that we are not afraid, to be hasty in uttering a matter be-

fore him, whilst we consider God is in heaiien, and ive are

but on the earth ! It is sure, ifwe intend the bringing of our

soul with us in such a duty, it should be more our study to

ivatch unto prayer, throughout our walk. (3.) It may
seem strange, how easily we ca'.i step out from the ivorld

and the noise thereof, in before the Lord, without the least

pause or time intervening, which the impression of so great

' a business should require
;
yea, so immediately, in our re-

turn, again step into the world, as if ^ve had wholly forgot

where we have been. (4.) How strange is formality in

such a business as prayer ; which is an address to tiie

living God, one of the most solemn acts of the soul
;
yea,

we may call it the most natijral work of a christian, like

the breathing of the child after the breast. Alas, it is s.kI,

that this seems rather a piece of i?rjeniion many timc^,

than a matter of earnest U'ilh the Lord ; not so much the
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breathing of the soul in desire after him, as the expressing

what should be our desires. O to what a class can such a
piece of atheism be reduced, as appears in our formal ap-

proaches to God? (5.). Should we look on prayer as a

dutt/, and not consider it as a singular enjoyment also ;

without which this earth would have a near appearance of
/tell^ if we could not thus solace the soul in God, and get

a vent under its greatest pressures ? O prayer ! what
thoughts should we have of it, if the truth tlitreof were
more believed ! I think, that man who is sure of the being
and faithfulness of God^ and of the reality oi prayer^ needs
not be solicitous with what face the world look on
liim ; when thus his great interest and encouragement is

secure, and a well is at his hand, that can answer all his

complaints.

.

6. Have we not this demonstration also by that argu-
ment ofexperience, how near the blessed majesty of God
does in the way of providence approach to his people, and
is surely known by a real correspondence he hatli with them
in this way, in which he does so clearly 'verify his ivord,

holds forth light and coimsel, and gives the return ofpray-
er, sometimes with such remarkable circumstances, as

causeth fear as well asjoy, and will force that testimony,

This is 'verily the Lord / It is true, that in the smallest

things God is great, and thus declares himself to be God :

but there is a more solemn and near approach, by some
special steps ofhh prox'idencQ : yea, by the ?'od he doth
sometimes speak, as with an audible voice, and with sucli

a convoy of his power opens the ears ofmen and seals their

instruction, as will force its passage down to the reins, and
in the hidden part cause them to imderstand wisdom.
There is sometime also so wonderful a trac( and series of
providences, and these so convincing, that men cannot but
see something greater than man therein, whilst things have
been attended with such a surprisal, in the very opportune
time and season, that their mercy, though great in it-

self, hath not so much taken them up, as the \imy
how it is brought about, and their discovery of the im-
mediate hand of God thcvc'm, and the truth of his word and
promise. '

7. I must further add, O! is not this a great argument,
>vhich persuades tiie soul of these truths i)y so suir a \v<\y

as experience, that thus we have an inward and sensible de-

monsiration of the things of God, that are as certainly wit-

nessL^d; as these visible heavens and earth are to our eyes,

whcrtjthey are most fixed thereon ! O what is this, ^vhich

tlie xliristJaiL -knows, yet knows so little what he hath
o
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thereby ! this is indeed a sights which puts the thing seeri

beyond question or debate ; for the soul hath its feehng

and taste, as sure as the body ; and hath a savour and relish

ofthings suitable to its own nature,whereby it can discern

a peculiar sweetness and fragrancy, in that which may seem
bitter and grievous to the Jlesb. It is by this sight which
experience gives, that die christian is a witness himself., is

therein personally concerned, cloes see these great things

w ith his own eyes, and not with the eyes of others ; the

consolciticns of God, which are tiot small, are no matter of

re^iort to him ; he knows how no mercy hath been more
sivect and relishing, than that which hath had a bitter cross

going before : yea, never more sensibly found his own bur-

den, than he had found it taken off ; the laying on whereof
was not so grievous as that relief and ease hath been sweet
upon its removal.

Now to shut up this argument, I shall but add the testi-

mony of two great and eminent ivitncsses to the truth ; who
after they had been helped to serve their generation by the

a- /// q/' Go^, and were dying, had a large account to give

from their experience ofthe truth and faithfulness ofGod
in his word, and have left a seal to the same, worthy
to be transmitted to posterity. The one is that great

servant of Christ, Beza ; who in his younger years,

iifter the Lord had touched his heart by the word, was
one day in the church di Cbarenton, exercised with that

'Olst Pscdm, which then was expounded, and with such
power v.as follo\ved, that not only he-found it marvel-

lously sweet to lUni at present, but was then helped

to belicue, yea, to a great persuasion of the Lord's
making out all thtst proinises to him in his persuasion,

which as he after found xerified, did at his death with much
comfort \\'imess the same ; that as he had been then help-

ed to close with that great truth in the second verse,

in taking the Lord for his God, and got a sure claim

thereto, yea, that he should be his refuge andfortress,

he had Ibund him that most remarkably in the after

changes of his life ; that he had deli'vered him from the

snare of thefowler and the noisome pestilence, having been
in frequent hazard by the lying in wait of many to ensnare

iiim, aiKl sometimes was in great hazard from the pesti-

lence in tiiose places wiiere he was called to reside ; yea,

amidst the civil wars, which were th^n so hot hi France,

iiad most convincing deliverances from many imminent
hazards, when he was called to be piesent sometimes
with the protestant princes upon the fiekls, where .thous-

ands did fall about him; and thus whilst near his death,
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he found that Psalm so observably verified, whereon he
was caused to hope, that he went through all these prom-
ises, declaring the comfortable accomplishment thereof,

and how he hsul found the Lord's gh'mg his angels charge
pver him, had oft answered him when he had called on
liim, had been ivith him in trouble, delivered him ;..yea,

had safis^ed him ivith a long life. And now, says he, I

have no more to wait for, but the fulfilling of that last word
of the Psalm, to shew hini his salvation^ for whicb in con-
fidence he longed. This, though not writ by those who
have given an account of his life in our language

; yet I

had the same from those most worUiy of credit, who not
only from some of the greatest French protcstants had it,

when they were in France, as a known and sure passage,

but told me they read the same tiiere in a printed relation

in that language, about his life and death.

The 2d. testimony I shall here ofter, is from a grave and
cjTiinent minister of Christ in our own church within these

few jTars, Mr. George Gillespie ; who near his death
did declare to those who were by, Avhat a large proof he
had, and assured persuasion of the truth of the scripture

from experience ; that he knew so well what adventuring
on the word was, and what it wa;^ to live on divine assist-

ance, and-be thus in all his concernments carried through,
that he could not desire, were he to live in the world, a

more desirable and satisfying life, than that of a continued
reliance and depending on the Lord : and truly amongst
many notable experiments that man of God had there-

of, this was one very convincing, how in a strange lanci^

\vhither he was called on the service of the church, and in

a grave assembly of many of the greatest (fivincs in that

age, when one day l\e was surprised with an unexpected
rencounter of a learned man, Mr. Selden, who came on
design, with some others of that party upon the Erastian
interest, to debate for it, by the strongest arguments which
they had then premeditated for its defence ; whilst rone
appeared in tlmt great assembly to give a return, though
there were many singularly learned and able, he did on an
immediate reliance on God adventure (lest tiie adversary
should take advantage thereat) and gave a short account of
those arguments adduced, wherein the strength of his dis-

course did most lie, with so clear and satisfying an answer
as astonished all ; yea, did silence the adversary, with a
marvellous conviction. Now diis was die more cqwinc-
ing, that having a little paper book in his hand, in which he
was before observed to write down something, he was by
some after pressed to let them see his notes, supposing th^
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heads of his following discourse were in it, but found only
in some pages these words several times writ down,
Lights Lord, and assistance, his soul being then carried

upward for the same. Thus did that blessed man give in
his witness to the truth, when he was dying, from the sure
experience he had thereof, through his life ; and with
much assurance of the salvation of God, died. Which, I
must say, is a remark, that in many instances might be
obvious ; how great peace and an abundant entrance

y

those have found in the close of the day, who have been
helped to most faithfulness in the public interests of Christ
and his church, and to the most severe adherence to their

light, about the duties of the time ; which I knew in an-
other worthy minister of Christ, not many years since,

who by some of his last words did witness an inexpressible
joy he found ip this, that the Lord had kept him in a time
of many trials, from giving his ark a wrong touch ; which
he then declared to slanders by, when he was on the very
threshold betwixt this and another world.

THE SECOND ARGUMENT.
Our SECOND Argument, to demonstrate the accomplish-
ment of the scripture, is this, that not only christian ex-
perience, but the observation of the church and people

of God, doth in all ages bear witness thereto, how the

Lord''s ivay in these providences both of mercy andjudg-
ment, about the churchy amidst the 'various changes of
her condition, yea, in the most strange things whichfall
out in the world, doth cormincingly answer the word, and
"verify the same.

IT is indeed undeniable that the scripture of Gon, as it

is written to the personal case of his people, and doth in

their experience take place ; so is there a p^rt of it in a pe-

culiar way directed to the church, the fulfilling whereof in

the providences and events of the time should be the sub-
ject of our obseriiation, and would singularly help to con-
firrn our faith ofthe truth thereof.

For prosecuting this argument I would touch it a Htde
in these three branches.

1. How these general promises, which belong to the

church universal, and concern her in all ages, have an ac-

complishment.
2. How these threatenings also of the word, which do

not only concern the church, but have a respect to her
adversaries, are certainly fulfilled, and take place in men's
observation, who do observe the judgments of their time.
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3. How the scripture of God doth clearly shine upon
the darkest footsteps of Prffvidence^ even these \vhich

would seem most strange and liard to understand, so that

it may be demonstrated nothing falleth out in the world,

or befallcth the saints, but what is most consonant to the

scripture.

First Branch. As to the first branch of this argument,
I shall but instance five general promises^ which we find

held forth in the v/ord concerning the church ! and en-

deavour to shew how very clear and obvious the accom-
plishment of them is, if men do not willingly shut their

own eyes.

First promise, wherein we find the scripture express, is

the preseriidtion ofthe church ; that he ixjiil be with her to

the efidofthe world, and though he make an end of other

nations, yet, will he not make an inter end ofher, but while

the ordinances of the sun, and the moon do last, and as

the days of heaven, so shall her days beprolofiged ; against

her the gates of hell shall not pre^cail. fer. xxx. 11. Mat.
xvi. 18. Now that God hath truly verified this his prom-
ise, and is as good as his word, is a truth, though marvel-
lous, yet, so very clear, and manifest, that I am sure no
atheist can deny, it may be so easily demonstrated.

1. That the church doth continue, and is kept alive to

this day, it doth certainly prove the trvith of his promise.
For it can be said of her, and none can say it is a lie, she
hath outlived all her opposers, the greatest ofwhom have
found their grave in the quarrel, over whose tomb that last

confession of a great adversary, fuliant may be written,

mcisti tandem, Galilcee ! Hath not this deadly and irrecon-

cileable seed been perpetuated from fathers to children ! but
who hath prospered in that enterprise ! the archers

^
iiave

oft shot, and wounded her sore, but her bow doth abide in

strength, as at this day, this is her motto^ Persecuted, but

not forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed. She who
hath brought many children, yet ceaseth not to bear,

whose age hath not marred her beauty, her eyes are not
dim, nor her strength failed ; a sight which may cause us
no less to stand and consider this great wonder, than Moses
did, at that which was but the shadow and emblem there-

of, a bush blaming, and not consumed. For, behold, a
church kept alive, yet still in the flames ! and when to ap-

pearance consumed, it doth arise more glorious out of her
own asiies ! This is indeed the only Phoenix, and we
knovv^ no other, ofwhom that can be said. Hath she not
borne out those universal deluges, which did like an^ inun-
dation go over her head, of idolatry and paganism ia the
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first times, and antichristianism and arianism in the after

ages ; j'et not swalloAved up ! Whicii may be no less m^H*-

vellous, than when she was kept above the waterSy in the

ark: and though her enemies have oft sung her funeral

song, and rejoiced over the dead bodies of her witnesses^

yet, they have risen again ; her drry bones have taken life,

and come together ; and behold she is alive at this day.

2. Not only the church's preservation, but the continued

series and succession thereof unto this time, doth witness
the fulfilUng of this promise ; that in the darkest times of
her condition, she hath not altogether disappeared, even,

when she was so long hid in the wilderness, but still in

every age had some "witnesses; and though the church
hath oft cried out for the want of children, and been heard
weeping, bemoaning herselfbecause they ivere not, yet, we
may say she never wanted an offspring to this day ; she
did never die without an heir, and seed of her own, to raise

up her name, even since the covenant was first made with
her in Adam^s f-imily. And though particular churches
have their set times, Vv^hich like the sun, have the usual
periods, their height and flourishing, and afterwards a
gradual decay, making way to the departure of light ; yet,

this made never void the promise of God to the church
tmroersaU whose lamp was never put out, nay, shall not

while the days of heaven do last.

3. We must also say that the continuance and preserva-

tion of the church is peculiar to her alone ; and can be
said of no other interest and party beneath the sun. For
it is clear, that there was no kingdom or empire so firmly

rooted, no society so well governed by la\vs, backed w ith

poA\'er, which hath had the best title and claim, but time^

at last did prevail over it, and made the same a trophy of

her conquest ; yea, the greatest monarchies, and flourish-

ing cities have at last yielded, so as ofthem it may be said,

Nunc seges est ubi Troiafuit. But time cannot to this day
boast of a triumph over the church of God ; thoui^h no
nation, no family in the earth could ever plead antiquity

with her. This is that interest, which hath borne out all

those great revolutions, that so oft changed the very face

of the world ; yea, hath outlived so many kingdoms and
successions thereof.

4. It doth convincingly demonstrate the truth of this

promise of the church's preservation, that the world, yea,

greatest atheists may see, this hath not come topass., at an
achcnture ; nay, not in an ordinary way ofprovidence, but

by a divine power most discernible therein : while it is so

dear, Cl.) That no interest, or party had ever such ad^
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'versar'ics, as the church, against whom the powers of the

world, and the powers of darkness have always been on
foot. (2.) That outward adiiantagcs have usually been
on her adversaries^ side, not only the gveat men of the

earth, but these of greatest parts, and abilities. (3.) That
their wiil was never wanting to theii' power, and their de-

sign no less thnn to raze her to thefoundation. (4.) That
this enmity hath been rooted., and irrcconcileable^ which
time to this day could never take up. (5.) That no other

interest did ever endure such 'violent assaults, so many sharp
batteries : for it is observable, that most of the wars and
commotions of e\'ery age have been some way stated on the

church'^s account ; and whatever private quarrels men
have had among themselves, yet it hath not hindered the

pursuit of their malice against the woman and her seed.

(6.) That such who have come out of her boiuels, even the

men ofher o^vn house^ have oft been her greatest etiemies,

and lain in wait to take her at an advantage in the day of
her halting. (7.) That her re-iXlfriends have oft fainted in

atinK of her strait, and stood afar off; yea, almost none
of the children, which sIk: had brought forth, have been
then found to take her by the hand. (8.) That the depths

of Satan., in her enemies, as an angel of light, have some-
times given her a sore assault ; so that if it bad been possi-

ble, and ordinary means could have reached their end,
tliey should have deceiiied the "oery elect. (9.) I must add
this further witness to the marvellous preservation of the
church, Avhich in an ordinary way could not come to pass,

that we find no other party was ever brought so low and near
death, and be yet aliiie. The knife was once at the
church's throat in Isaac ; she did seek to adopt a bondwo-
7na?i^s son, instead of a lawful heir, when Abraham agreed
to Sarah^soxGilnvQ for the outmuking of the promise ; how
near expiring do we find her in JEgypt, when a sentence
to destroy all her male issue was gone forth? Yea, wiiat

but a miracle could have prcserN'ed her, m hen she w*as bt--

t\vixt Pharaoh^ndiXh^ RedSea '^ How low was tlie church
in the wilderness, and aftt-r in the days of the captivity,

even broken to pieces with small appearance of life, when
her face was all blurred with weeping, and her enemies
made sport over her ruins at the rivers o^ Babylon, when
the children oi Edom cried out, let us raze her ei^en to the'

foundation ? Yea, could the churcli be nearer the grave,"

than vvlien her bo?ies were scattered at tiv gra'se^s viouih ;

but above all in that dark night, when licr bead^wd sbep-

herdw^s smitten, and her hope seemed \.o lie buried in the

grave witli a stone put upon it : Avhen she could get no cii-
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tertainmeiiL among the fei^js, was x'counded in the house qf
herfriends^ and the Gentiles in ^\ rath rose up against Jier /
that for some hundred years the great empire, which had
trod doijjn all the nations about

^^

pnt forth the utmost of
power and maUce for her undoing ! O who could have
thought the church should outhve this ? Yea, after all we find

her tossed and hurried by antichrist into the voikkrnesSy an
adversary more cruel than any that had gone before, where
the dragon watched to get her destroyed : but how in all

these, and through that long dark night, slie hath continu-

ed, and marvellously flourished^ as the palm tree, under
gi'catest weights ; so that we cannot but see that which her

enemies (being judges) will not deny, that this promise to

the church, of her preservation, is this day fulfilled ; yea,

that it hath not in an ordinary way been brought about.

Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, nor divina-

tion against Israel ; all her enemies ha've beenfound liars ;

happy art thou aboiw other people ; for the eternal God is:

thy refuge, and underneath are e'verlasting arms f Else
long since she^ should have been swallowed up ; may we
not still say with astonishment, Owbat hath Godxvroughit
in her behalf.

SECOND promise, which I shall here instance, that

God had made to his church in the \vord, Of her increase

and enlargement ; that the earth should be coiiered nvith the

knowledge of God, as the sea of water ; and her seed be as
the stars ofheanjen ; that her bounds should befrom the sea

to the utmost riisers ; wliich was promised to Christ in the

behalf of his church, and that she should possess the gates of
her enemies. Psal. Ixxxix. 25. ii. 8. Isa. xUi. 4. liv. 3.

As this promise is express in the scripture, we must say
it is no less clear and evident in its accomplishment ; that

surely the Lord hath kept his word, whereto the event

doth most exactly ans^ver ; and though yet it be not to the

full made out, I am sure there is so much at this day man-
ifest, considering the former condition of the church, as

undeniably proveththe fuHiUing ofthe forementioned prom-
ise, which even to tlie conviction of greatest atheists may
be deitionstrated from these grounds. . ^

1. That nsast extent which the kingdom of Ciirist hatli

had ill the world. For this cannot be denied, that the

greatest empire or, monarchy could never so far extend

their conquest, as the church hath done, since the wall of

partition was taken down ; sh.ort are the limits of the Gre-

cian and Roman empire -, considered with this, whose,

bounds have been the ends2iX\(\ uttermost parts of the earthy

where neither Greece or Roma did ever set up their tro-
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phles. Hath not the gospel, like the sun^ made its circuit

from the east to the \\)est ? yea, crossed the seas, to the dark
northern nations, thus fulfjHlng its course^ in ord^r to its

turn again, to the place of its first rising ; that it may, as

we arc sure it shall once, visit the y^iuj a^ain, and the east-

eru places of tiie world, that now are buried in a night of
darkness ; which, I think, will be as sure a presage oi the
break ofday , and secondcoming of the Lord, as thi morn-
ing star is to the world of the sun's accomplishing its

course, and that it is returning again to the east where it

slioukl rise. Hath not the gospel now been through Asia^
where it did not tarry for a night ; for many flourishing

churches were there, antl the going back of the tide from
thence was its flowing to another part of the world ; which
is indeed observable of the church as it is of the sea, that

what it hath lost in one part, it hath gained in another.

Did the vast distance of Africa^ its great barren deserts,

or scorching heat, hinder the gospel's making a visit thi-

ther ? No, it was once a fertile soil, and brought forth many
famous lights ; yea, something yet doth both there and in

the east parts of the world remain, to shew the gospel was
truly in these places. And hath Europe, though last, been
least on this account ? Yea, what do mean the late discov-

eries of unknown parts of the earth, but to make way for a
more full performance of this promise, that the gospel
might stretch its conquest over the line ? which surely was
the gold and treasure Christ designed from thence, that

even America might have her day also, and the iioice efthe
turtle he heard i?i those lands.

2. Not only the large extent of the church as to its

bounds, doth witness this, but also the great and numerous
offspring of sons and daughters, which in those parts where
tlie gospel hath been, were brought forth to Christ. For
we may say, what John saw in vision, hath been ver\'

manifest to after ages, an innumerable company, of alt

tongues, 7iations and languages, of whom it could be said.

These are horn in Zion ! O how great a harvest of the na-

tions is even already gathered ? What a fleece hath every
particular church cast ? Wiiat a marvellous increase hath
been in some places, after special tides of the gospel ? May
we not say, that truth is beyond debate, that out ofone, and
him not only as good as dead, but truly dead, there hath
come forth as the sand of the sea, and stars of heaven^ in

number ! the church hath inherited foseph^s blessmg, of
the womb, and the breasts, in a fruitful offspring, T'he de-uu

ofCbrisfs youth hath been as the ivomb ofthe morning. O
what a mai vellous and goodly company will this once be,
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when gathered together ! Then will the performance of
these precious promises be fully manifested.

3. This truth may be demonstrated not only from the
real conquest of the gospel, and those excellent trophies of
her victory over many noted enemies^ who have after been
liessels of honour^ but also from x\\^ feigned suhjection^ that

so many have been made to render. Is it not strange, what
a multitude do in these times profess the truth, and yet
hate it ; and were never drawn with the cords of love .''

How very many have courted the name of a christian, and
wooed the shadow of religion, who never knew the truth

thereof ? which certainly is a convincing evidence of the
gospel's conquest, that so many knees should boiv to the

name of fesus, whose hearts were never bowed, or really

subdued to him.
4. It is an unans\vcrable proof of this truth, that we see

the church's increase and enlargement hath come to pass
most punctually after that 7na?mer, yea with all the cir-

cumstances, as was foretold and promised : so that the

event doth in every thing answer the word. For (first) it

is there held out, that from a darj of small things, which
men would be ready to despise, it slx)uld grow iip^ as a
tender plant, and spreadforth its branches over the nations ;

that the children of the desolate should be more than of the

married wife, and the glory of the second temple, exceed
that of the first : and O ! hath it not accordingly come to

pass. (2.) This great increase and enlargement of the

church was to fall out in the days of the New Testament ;

when Christ should be lifted up, that then he should draw
all men after him. For those promises we have thereof in

the Old Testament, do clearly point at the times of the gos-

pel : and doth not the event here accordingly answer ?

(3.) The scripture holdeth out that thefalling away of the

Jews should be the riches of the Gentiles, and that their re-

jection should make way for the fulfilling of this promise,
even the ingathering of the nations ; and do not men see

the event, with this very circumstance ?

5. We find the isles, and utmost parts of the earth, are

giDen to Christfor his inheritance ; and foretold as a special

part of the church's increase. And do we not clearly see,

there is no place of the world, where Christ '^s kingdom is

more visible, where more children have been begot to him
by the gospel, we may say, than in these northern places,

even in these isles o^ Britain and Ireland, which are almost
the uttermost parts of the earth ; there being but little from
that, and nearer the pole, which is inhabited, yea we may
judge hath been that Tluley whereof the ancients did so
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much speak. (5.) Was it not also foretold that the church
should possess the gates of her enemies, at whose great in-

crease the world should wonder ; the princes thereof see,

and be troubled ivhile God is knotvn in her palaces^ for a
refuge ? And doth not the event witness this, that over all

the counsels and essays, which the world hath had, to hin-

der the church's growth, her rising hath always been upon
the ruins of her greatest enemies ; yea, those who have
been a terror in the land of the living, did oilfaII a?iU break
ihemsehes, in that attempt ! Can men deny the marvellous
progress of the church, how from a small beginning she at

last possessed the gates of both the eastern, and western em-
pire, her old enemies : and do we not this day see her con-
quest advancing on the ruins of antichrist, her last, and
greatest adversary !

6. As the fulfilling of this promise ahout the church's in-

crease is undeniable, since men cannot contradict their

sense therein, we must also say, this is a thing great and
mar'uellous, which no less than some divine and extraordi-

nary power could bring about ; ifwe consider these things :

(first) that quick dispatch, which the church's growth, un-
der thcdays of the New Testament, hath made. O might
not the pagan world wonder, how in the space of two or
three hundred years it was almost become wholly christ-

ian ? O strange ! a Dioclesian and Maximus so grievous-

ly persecuting and trampling on the very name of Christian-

ity, and yet near that same age, this great Roman empire
and emperor submitting to tiie gospel, which was fulfilled

in the days of Constantine .' (2.) How astonishing was it,

for the church's rise and increase to be brought about upon
the ruin and dow nfall of the idols of the nations who had
their temples, and were worshippedas God : that the world
should be made to renounce its bible, and tiiat religion

which for so many ages was deeply rooted by tradition

from their fathers ; those altars, which were had in such
reverence, demolished, and their temples made a ruinous
heaj) ; yea, that very name pf their god^s should be thus ob-
literated, was not this indeed very wonderfuJ ? But Dagon
hath no strength to stand before the ark of the Godof Israel.

(3.) That it should be thus advanced by such means, as the
preaching of the ivord, even of that which to the fews was
a stumbling block, and to the Greeksfoolishness ! how this

voice should put to perpetual silence those oracles, that for
so many ages had given a response to the world, might be
indeed astonishing

; yea, that the church's increase should
thus be brought about, at no less rate, than the overturning
of greatest kingdoms, the conversion of so many nations j
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should tame and civilize the most savage and barbarous,

cause the lion to lie down ivith the lamb, and ever make so
great and universal a change in the face of the universe.

(4.) Doth it not speak forth some divine power, the carry-

ing on of the church's growth and increase, not only over
the violence ofmen, but over all those dreadful errors and
ifi'ventions, those thick mists which both in former and later

times, have ascended out of the pit, to choke her; that we
may say, the church hath not only been helped to tread
7tpon the lion, and dragon, but on the adder and cockatrice

also ; and doth carry the trophies of her conquest over all

these at this day ! (5)1 vv^ould add, is it not marvellous,
how the church's increase hath been advanced in a vvay

most contrary to all the rules of ordinary policy, by Avhich

states and empires have risen ; not by dissimulation, but
greatest plainness and free dealing for Christ, and his min-
isters did never flatter tlie world to embrace the truth ; not

by ope?i 'violence, but a more excellent spirit and power, be-

fore which men could not s\^n(\ "i \N\\<ivt foolishness w^%
made to confound and outwit human ivisdon?, and iveak-

ness to overcome strength ; that we may say, O how little

of man, and how much of God was to be seen theitin !

THIRD promise, which the Lord hath given to his

church in the word, is the giving of the Spirit and pouring
out of the same ; which is there expressly held forth, and
promised, Zech. xii. 10. Joh. xiv. 17. ha. lix. 21. And
doth concern all times ofthe church, though in a more full

measure, to be let out in the days of the gospel.

It is true, the christian's ?«'zt'<3rr/ experience can best wit-

ness this ; for these have an argument from v, ithin ; they

knoiv, a?id are sure they haiic received the Spirit by the

word, whereby they understand those things which are

spiritually discerned. But that whicli here is intended, it

is to shew, that the Spirit is truly given forth to the church
according to the promise. That it doth accompany the

truth and doctrine of Christ, and purity of the ordinances,
is a thing, which from clear ui»- leniable evidences may be
demonstrated, to the conviction of the greatest atheist.

For I must think, even bystanders, such who never kne^'^^

any saving work of the Spirit, but live in these parts where
the ordinances are dispenised with purity and power, if they
shut not their eyes, may oft clearly see something going
forthwith the M'ord, that is beyond words, a diiiine Spirit

^x\(\povoer, which sendeth forth its savour in the daily ad-

ministration of the gospel ; yea, by its cff]ects, and some
convincing discovery thereof, doth force this truth in upon
men's consciences, w ho are otherwise strangers thereto.
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Now to hold forth the accomplishment of so great

a promise, that God is faithful and true therein, I

would give in these clear and convincing witnesses to the

same.
I. Those excellent gifts and eJidowmenis given to the

church, art they not a visible proof of this truth ? for it is

undeniable, where once the gospel cometh, that instruments

are raised \\\x\\ another spirit ; reapers sent forth, while
there is a har'ucst to be gathered, and shaped for their work;
yea, those who were of mean and ordinary parts, when
called forth to tlie service of the church, will have another
lustre ; that it may be oft seen with astonishment, how far

notonly they exceed themselves, but those who wereof morti
eminent natural endowments. I would but seriously ask
men who never laid this truth to heart, whence is that varie-

ty of gifts, sosuitablydisiDensed to the various employments,
and different pieces of service, the church doth call for ?

how are they thus suited to the several times ; yea, to the
very genius and temper of such a time ? whence is it, that

every gift and qualification is so fitted and disposed for its

proper use ; some most peculiarly shaped out to awake
and threaten (those BoanergesJ v^hile others are set forth

with a spirit eminently fitted to comfort ; some mighty in

persuasion, yet not so fit to expound ; ethers most dexter-
ous to instruct, yet not so powerful to apply ; some having
the gifts of tongues, and others the tongue of the learned to

speak a vv'ord in season to the weary ; to some the face ofa
lion is given, when a heroic spirit of courage and resolution
is called for, and to others tiie face of a calf, for patient en-
during in sullering time ! Surely it were a choice medita-
tion, to think how with as great wonder wc may say of
this excellent body of the church, as of the natural body of
man, how curiouslj', yea, marvellously is it framed

;

\vhere every part doth answer another, and to the use of
the whole, each hath its peculiar excellency, and som<^-

thing proper to every one's gift may be then seen, as well
as in the face of man, by which in some things they differ

from all other.

2. These more eminent extraordinary outpourings ofthe
*Spir/; do also witness this truth; which at some special
times, when the church's necessity requireth it, have been
most discernible. When the Lord sendeth forth his servants
about a more than ordinary piece of work, either to do, or
suffer ; when he is to plant the church in someplace, where
the gospel will meet with much opposition ; is it not then
manifest, how some more tlian ordinary power and irre-

sistible eff.cacy doth accompany the truth, before which
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there is no standing ? the disputer is then, in his reasoning,

Gonfounded'^by something above reason ; the untoward and
rude are forced to stoop before the word, and to confess they

have to do, with power, and not with words
; yea, those

whom the Lord maketh use of, who were feeble and weak
as others, in that day are made as a brazen wall, and a
fenced city.

3. Is it not also undeniable, that now under the New
Testament there are ministers of the Spirit, and not of a
dead letter, and empty sound ? that with the word there

goes along a jninistration of power and life ; whence a
majesty and authority attending the public ordinances is

oft so discernible, that even those who know not what the
spirit is, are made to see something therein which doth
dazzle them with astonishment. Whence is it that at some
times such a beauty and power shine forth with ordinances,

like a glance of tlie glory of God, even going before men's
eyes, which for the present hath made a wonderful change
upon some very gross men, and put them in another tem-
per, yea, forced them with fear to acknowledge, that surely

Goi/w72(?<3r in the assemblies of his people ? and I would
ask, whence is it the word giveth law to men's conscien-

ces ? that it should speak with such an authority, as maketh
them all to shiver, that even the worst ofmen are sometime^
made to stand before the ministry of the word, like men
standing at the bar, upon life and death, before a judge
whose authority they durst not decline !

4. It is very discernible, what a great difference and an-
other appearance, there is both on ministers, and christians

at one time, from what they are at another, in the discharge

of duty, as if these were not the same persons ; which ap-

peareth not only in the enlargement, and straitening of their

gift, but also in power and Ufe. Is it not seen, with what liber-

ty these do sometimes pray,2i\\di are as a ship with a full gale

before the wind ? that it is then easy to preach ; when at

other times there is like a shut door, that even hearers

may perceive a sensible languishing, and them hampered in

their very expressions, yea, as men rowing against a contra-

ry wind ; the nord wanting that savour and relish it hath

had at other times ; and this not through a natural indispo-

sition, or wimtof preparation, but that which all whoever
served God in the spirit must confess, hath most sensibly

attended them when they have thought themselves at the

greatest advantage, forgoing about duty : O who can deny
this evidence of the Spirit, a thing in all ages so sensibly

felt, yea, even obvious to the worst ofmen !
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5. It is also clear, that wherever the Lord hath had a
church, at some special turns of her condition there have
usually been some more solemn times oH\\t Spirit, and high
spring tides ofthe gospel. There was indeed a marvellous
flowing forth of the Spirit of God after Christ's ascension,

which like a mighty current did carry all before it ; at

which time more success did follow one sermon, than
hath been by the ministry of many others in an age ;

this made the world wonder, as ifsome universal enchant-
ment had fallen on men ; what that could be, which the
more they sought to bear down, the more it increased, that

made the rich choose poverty, and those who dwelt in pal-

aces betake themselves with cheerfulness to the dens and
caves of the earth. But besides this, it is very manifest,
that in a large measure the Spirit hath been let forth to tht:

church in after ages ; yea, there is no particular church
where the light hath shined, but hath had its special times,
some solemn day of the pouring out of the Spirit, before
the sun went down : which may be observed either at the
first breaking out of the gospel, or at some other remarka-
ble time and change of her condition ; whence a great flight

of souls to Christ hath followed ; besides the reaching of
the conscience and stirring the affection of many others un-
der a common work of the Spirit, which usually goeth along

.

with solemn times.

6. The going back of the tide, and wVz3/^ withdraiving
of the Spiritfrom particular churches, where it hath some-
times in a large measure been let forth, is a very convincing
witness to the truth of this promise. For it is clearly seen,.
at what a stand the gospel is in those places where it most
eminently shined ; that the land which blossomed, and was
like a watered garden, hath been made as the heath in the
wilderness ; and then that the ministers of Christ, whose
lot hath fallen in such a time, are put to very sore work, to
work (as it were) with oars for want of wind, to cast out
the net all night, and catch nothing ; a shut door is upon
them in the exercise of their ministry ; duty is made bur-
densome, because the Lord is against them, there is an evi-
dent restraint upon the word, and its intercourse is more
with the ear, than with the consciences of men : yea,
any liberty they find is to execute a commission of
judgment, and to denounce the wo of the gospel. O,
doth not so manifest withdrawing of the spirit witness
the outpouring thereof, and that it is a certain and real
thing.

7. Do not the stirrings and strong coniiictions, which
even the luorst ofmen have sometimes under the \vord»
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witness a divine Spirit and power going along therewiih „

that which forceth an assent IVom tlieir conscience to the
truth, which otherwise they hate ; yeq, maketh theiti for

the time wonder they should not have been more serious

in the ways of God ! Yea, it doth often put a thorn in the
bed of their security ? for indeed the word and the light

thereof doth torment those who dwell in the earth. And
truly this is a mar^dcllous things which gettcth in upon
men's secret designs and counsels, dotli reveal to them ihe
most close thoughts of their heiirt, which they are sure
men's eyes could not reach, taketh them down tlirough

themselves ; and yet, that the world knoweth not whence
it is ! Yea, are they not forced to confess, what a great dif-

ference they find betwixt the word from the moutli oi some
who are holy and serious, though held out in greatest sim-
plicity, than from others even of greater gifts, and accom-
panied with moi"e shew of eloquence, that surely the one
hath another sound and relish, speaketh more feelingly

home to their iieart, than the most polished discourse of
greatest orators !

8. One witness more I shall here give to the ti-uth of
this promise, even those eminent examples of the great

grace of God^ which in every age have shined in the fir-

mament of the church ; some in love, and zeal, some in

patience, and hu.nility, some in the strong acts of faith, and
selfdenial ; which do certainly demonstrate a mare excel-

lent spirit, than that which is in the world ; whence they
appear with another lustre in their walk and carriage, and
have a sweet and fragrant savour of the Spirit, to the very
discerning of bystanders ; which truly sheweth that Ais

wind doth blow on his garden, when the spices send forth

so pleasant a scent.

FOURTH. TVefind an express promise in the word.of
deliverance to the church in a low a?id oppressed condition ;

that surely the Lord will plead her cause, will deliver his

people when he seeth their strengtii is gone, and save them
from the hands of their enemies. Fs. xviii. 47, 48. 50.

Fs. xxii. 4, 5. Is. liv. 17. Is.li. 23.

It is true, this promise hath its bounds, limits, and pro-

visos, which should be taken along in the application

thereof We know, the covenant of God with particular

churches is conditional only ; he promiseth, that he will be

with them, while they are with him ; yea, it is oft seen

(and there is no jar here with this promise) that a people

professing the gospel, confederate with God following duty,

hiiV^^\^Vi turned their back before the enemy, and in the

holy providence of God hnA-e for a time been gi^'ea up to
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their fierce rage and violence. But it is also sure, that this,

promise hath an acconipUshment, and in the day of the

church's strait the Lord hath oft appeared, by a strong out-

stretched hand for her help ; his own arm brought salva-

tion to his peoi^k, when they sought to him ; for God is

known in ber palacesfor a refuge ; yea, surely the church
might oft sing that song on such clear grounds, as though
with Israel she hadbeen standing at the Red sea. Thy right

hand, Lord, isfull ofpower, thy right hand hath dashed
in pieces thy e?ieniies. For what nation, or people is like

this, to whom he hath shevved such marvellous things ?

Now to shew forth the faithfulness of God in this prom-
ise, I would offer some few things that are a most clear and
imdeniable witness thereto.

1. There are few ages, but vv^ have some record of the

churches condition, which hold forth such signal cormncing
promdences of God, in behalf of his oppressed church and
people, as may be a manifest seal to this truth. It is true,

some times have been more remarkable for suilering, times

ofjudgment and of a growing trial, wherein this truth hatH

not so clearly shined forth ; yea, that long night wliich the

church had under Antichrist, might seem to call it in

question : but nevertheless, if men take a serious view of
the Lord's way, and the series of providence in ages past,

comparing one time with another, ^\•hat the straits and
most extreme case of the church halh at last resolved in,

they will find cause to cry with astonishment, great delro-

era?ices giveth he to his people, yea, the Lord hath dotie

great thingsfor them ! I am sure, were there a full record,

with that true account which might be given, of those more
remarkable deliverances, th^t particular churches hi\\e met
with, since the first planting of the gospel among them,
wherein God's very immediate hand for their help hath
been discernible, it would notiplus the world, and greatest

atheists, about the real fulfilling of this promise.

2. The coiifcssions even of the church's enemies liath oft

witnessed this truth, that in pursuing their malice, to

trouble and undo her, they have i^ut undone themselves ;
how tormenting disappointments have caused their very
flesh to pine away, and the close and issue of their rage
forced this conviction from them at last, that the cluirch is

a burdensome stone, to be lifted up ; a party, witli \vhom it

is full of hazard to meddle. Have not such been made
to discern something of a divine hand, so dearly ngainst
them, blasting their counsels and most promising attempts,
as if their eyes with Balaam hath been opened to see iJie

'^ngel in their way ! Yea, in all a^es it is known, how tlii^

Q
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Conscience even ofthe worst hath oft bewrayed something'
of a presaginij fear, they have had of those whom they pur-
sued with greatest malice, and a dreadful impression they
had of a praying people, and their prayers.

3. This truth hath had the clearest witness in times ofthe
cburch'^s greatest strait and extremity ; when difficulties

have appeared insuperable, and relief in an ordinary way
of providence most hopeless ; when visible means have
hQtn withdrawn, all refugefailedand none to bell) / that in

such a day the Lord hath been seen upon the mount, and
unexpectedly by very strange means brought deliverance
to a broken, and almost ruined church, even as it were be-
twixt the bridge and the water : so that who would have a
clear view of the accomplishment of this promise, may but
turn back on these more remarkable extreme exigencies
of the church's condition, and there have it ; Itow oft a
sweet sunshine that followed the most dark and cloudy
times, a raging storm hath resolved into a refreshing calm ;

yea, that with a further growth of the church's trial, and
doubling of her burden, her enlargement and deliverance
hath iDToken out with those great and obvious remarks
therein, that it was a convincing return of prayer and wrest-
ling, with a further addition of some new and singular

mercy therewith, yea, some eminent act ofjudgmentupons
her adversaries.

'y' 4. The greatest advantages and 'victories, which men
have got over the church and people of God, can also

bear witness to this, that when the wicked have sprung up
like the grass, and the workers of i?iiquity seemed toflour

-

'f= 7^/6, this very way hath the Lord taken to bring about a
vciOiXtfull deliverance : Yea, on the other hand, hath it not
been very obvious how the church's gain hath been

-iibroiight forth out of greatest loss ; that those wounds
lowhich seemed most deadly, by the infinitely m isc provi-

bidence of God, have turned to her most effectual and thor-

ough cure ; and men'^s unreasonable violence and rage

against the church hath oft had an evident tendency to

bring about even that whereto it seemed most directly con-
trary, some further mercy, and deliverance, than could
have been expected ; as the Amorites refusing Israel but
passage through their land, did prove the very mean to

give them more than they sought, the possession of that

land for an inheritance.

5. This witness the observation of the church rrt all ages

can bear to this promise, that deliverance hath oft sprung

up, and been brought to her hLn(l,//(7w -a quarter, and by

such means, as none wouldhave expected ; by such, as none
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I'UtGod could do ; a sudden report and rumour. (1 SaT7i.

xxiii. 27.) Means that have been not only small and im-

probable, but tiiat looked directly contrary^ as in bringing

the church out of£ o-y^;
; yea, sometime by the xu/V;tfr/'^r

being ensnared in the nuork o f their ow?i hands. Is it not ob-

vious, how the Lord hath employed men's priuate inter-

ests, to put therri on for befriending his church ? and hath

caused the earth to help the ivoman^ and raised up one op-

pressor to punish another ; yea, often hath prepared car-

penters, whence it was least thought, to cut the horns of

tiiose who had scattered his people !

6. There is this convincing witness to the truth of such
a promise, that sudden remarkable change, which may be
oft discerned both on men's inward frame, and the out-

ward face ofthe church, when a time ofmercy and enlarge-

ment is come ; instruments raised ofthe Lord, with a dis-

cernible elevation of their spirits to 2^ct, a.nd do exploits ;

the feeble then made strong : and those who sometime
would have fainted at an ordinary piece of service, .dare

with such a gale of divine assistance run (as it were) through

a troops ami overleap a ivall. For indeed this may in all

iiges be obvious, how easy it is to move, in the day when
the Lord moveth for his people, and strengtheneth the gir-

dle of their loins ; that it was not their bow, or sword, Avhich

got them the victory, but the very finger ofGop, something
above the counsels of men, or ordinary means ; which
hath sometimes been mac'e clear as the noonday, so that

even, at some distance, those who are wise to discej n the

times, did see when thei-e was a breaking out of a day of a

church's hope ; how tiiere was a previous rriotion and stir

amongst the dry bones ; the Lord, as in the top of the mul-
berry trees^ hath been then discernible, and some promis-
ing appearance from the present disposition and temper of
the godly in that time (though we must grant, mercy and
sovereign grace hath oft met the church, when little of this

hath appeared) which, like the breaking out of that cloud

in the top of mount Carmel, to the prophet, though at first

but as an handbreadth, hath shewed that deliverance to the

church was not far off.

7. I would add this witness also ; those convincing pfov-

idences, ivhich in all ages have been shewed against the £•;?-

<?;;//« of the church, such as men could not pass without
some remark : what an issue those have had, who have
sometimes been a sore rod on the people of God, yea, a
terror in the landofthe living / How they have become a
most abject and contemptible party, like bees who have
lost their sting ; their countenance hath been changed, and
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they ceased to be any more a fear, when once their "ivork

ivasdone,, and the date of their coinmissioii for the hum-
bling and trying ofrile church expired ; yea, ^judicial stroke
from the Lord, hath been often seen upon their very judg-
ment, and resohitions, which could not tlien serve them to

trouble and afflict the church ;, the day being turned, and
the time of her deUverance come.
FIFTH. There is this promise also which concerneth

the church in general, as well as christians in their person-
al case, That ell things work together for the good of those

ivholo'ueGod,^ Rom. viii. 28. the accomplishment ^vhere-

of, as it is written out in providence to the observation of
men, I would here touch.
This is indeed a great and comprehensive promise,

which in the constant course and tenor ofprovidence about
the church, we may see, it doth take place, how those
turnings and changes of the world, die most strange

emergentsofthetime, the various motions and interests of
men, do co-operate together, and have an undoubted ten-

dency to bring fordi the church's good, as though they did

Intentionally act for the same. There will indeed, one dav,

be a more clear and m:irveUous discovery of this, when tlje

Lord hath perfected his worky and the ?nr/sterr/ ofGod ii

finished^ the church brought safe to the harbour ; then
shall it be fully manifest, to what end all those storms and
cross winds in the counsels and designs of men were ;

those things, which in the time could not be understood,
but seemed perplexed and strange, did really work for the

church's good. For then men will see with their eyes a full

performance of the word : yet we must say, even here, in

every age, amidst the various changes of the church's case,

this h^th so clear a fulfilment, that there is no serious ob-
server ofprovidence, but may bear witness to it.

1. That not only the churches good, but even her great'
est good, hath most clearly had its rise, and been brought
forth, out of the greatest mischiefs and hurts intended against
her. If we search the scripture, and will turn over those
after records of the church's condition, we shall there find,

that the most remarkable attempts and plots, such as Pha-,
raoh^s last essay to destroy the Israelites, Hamaifs great

design to root out the seed of the Jews, that great master
plot Satan once had on foot, to crush the gospel and the

christian church by crucifying her head, yea, in these last

times antichrist''s kilhng the witnesses, have all, as if really

intended by the instruments as well as the first mbrtr,
brought forth the church's greatest good ; so as the after
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Twercy and relief hath carried some visible propoi'tion tailcr

trial, and to the greatness of IkT adversaries' design^ ••
'^'''*

2. It may be also clear, if v/c but trace back those meyji-

orable changes, \\\\\d-\h-3i\'thtt\\ up and down the earth,

liow direct a tcncienci/ tliey have had to this end. Did' not

the bringing down that great image of the monarchies, wit-

jiess this ? We find Nebitchachezzar raised up as a rod to

tlie church, and Cyrus for a deliverer ; we may see the

Persian and Grecian monarchies brought down, to make
way for the setting up of the Messiah''s VAXiz^om. Anti-

ochus must stand up a little for a sharp trial, and his down-
iliUgive the church a new breathing, and hold forth to after

ages a remarkable monument of the judgment of Gon
iigainst his enemies. Peaceable Augnstiis must fall in with

his time in %vhose days shall be abundance of peace. WV
find a Titusstt up to execute the judgment ofGod on the

Jews, to make way for a further enlargement to tlie gentile

church ; a Nero and Domitia?t to help forward the church's

suffering, and a Co7istantine to give her some rest, after so

long and sore an assault ; and at last, the Roman empire
mouldered down, for nntichrist^s up setting, to accomplish
what did remain of tlie sufferings of Christ, in his chur<^,

by that adi'crsarj-.
L""'^

3. We may oft see a very strange concurrence of things !

how instruments act to bring about the Lord's end, and
advance his church's interest, even while each one doth
most vigorously drive their own proper end and design -,

which sheweth, there is surely a lining spirit in the ivheels,

that ordereih these motions, a supreme and first mover that

can thus determine thtm, whether they will, or not, to

serve his end, and to promote the church's good, when
tiiey most directly intend the contrary.

4. We have seen how in men's plotting the ruin of the

chuYch,thcvcisohan7mseenhanddeter7?miingtheirjudgment
and inclination, to fall upon that very ivay, than which we
would think nothing could have been more direct for her
good and their own ruin ; how an Ilushai hath been sent

in, or some have been stirred up amongst themselves (upon
their own interest) to break the pernicious counsels and
designs of others.

5. We have also seen the personal quarrels of the

church's enemies among themselves brought to such an
height, and to fall out so seasonably, that observers might
clearly perceive that it hath been from the Lord ; a judg-
ment for their rage and violence against his poor oppressed
people.
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6. We have seen the church's ene?nies raised to a strange
height, all advantages favouring them, until their mijie hath
iteen ripe for springing ; and lo, at that very juncture,
gomething unexpected haih fallen out, which did turn their

former success to their further ruin, yea, disappoint all.

This, the world is ready to call some fatal and malevolent
conjunction, which cannot be resisted : and what is this,

iQ effect, but the witness of men's conscience to a divine
hand ?

7. Have we not seen some sore dash and overthrow of
i\\t church bringforth her good, and a morefull liictory ?
how visible help and means have been taken out ofthe way,
that something above means might be seen in her condition,

even in that day, when all hath been given for lost ; yea,

truth's losing the day upon the field, bring forth her tri-

umph on the scaftbld and at the stake.

8. We have seen most despicable and ordinary things

made subserment for some great piece of the Lord's work :

a very small thing made the first rise of strange revolu-

tions ; that remarkable changes iiave been oft lying in the

bosom ofa common providence ; yea, truly we find both
scripture, and the ol>servation of after ages, witness, that

the church's defiverance and reliefdid almost never come
that way, by such a method and means, as she had most
expected the same ; and that God^s time of ^vorking may
|?e oft very contrary to our time of expecting.
^; I shall only add ; is it not oft seen (which, I am sure, all

^gts can witness) how men's endeavours to darken the

puth by error, have been the effectual means for its further

clearing ? That the growing of a trial, a violent and sore

exacting upon the church, hath kindly wrought towards
her reliefand enlargement ; h^r meat hath been oft brought
even out of the eater, by means most destructive thereto ;

and a sword mwsx. pierce the church's heart, that the thoughts

of many may be discovered ; a time of persecution must
help to cure the divisions amongst the godly, and bring

them together in the furnace, which prosperity could not
do ; yea, it is oft seen, which former ages can also witness,

thnt tlievery undoing of the church hath been God's bless-

ed ^vay, to keen iier from being undone.
2\The SecondBrancb, couctirnsthose scripture threatenings,

V)hich arc heldforth in the word, with a respect to the visible

church, and against a people professing the gospel ; that no
privileges they have above others, shall exempt them from
judgment, j'ea, and from very sad strokes ; he hath known
them above the rest of the worlds he therefore will contend



The Fulfilling of the Scripture, 127

•^Ith them most sei^erely , because of sin, and such particu-

lar evils as we find the word threateneth.

I touched a little some scripture threatenings, in the pre-

ceding argument, as concerned christians in their private

experience: what 1 here intend, is to point at this truth,

as it is written in the providences and judgmeiiLts of every
time, to men's observation, how judgments from th^

Lord, which point, as with the finger, at tlie abounding
sins ofthat time, do reach a land^ and particular churcheSy

according to the threatenings of the word. This is indeed
manifest, that the greatest promises made to a people, we
find backed with saddest threatenings j and accordingly

we find, the greatest monuments ofwrath have usually been
set up, where sometimes the largest offers of the gospel

were ; yea, that the anger of the Lord may draw so deep,

against a people professing his name, as to make their lana
desolate, and the high ways thereofmourn ! for in this pre^

cinct of the church doth both judgment and mercy most
eminently shine forth, and the Lord's way there doth dif-

fer from that he hath with any other people.

Now to clear this grave truth a little, how those tlireat-

enings of the word, against a nation and people, because of
sin, are also verified in their judgments, I shall touch a
few instances, that are most known and obvious, where
we may lay the word and observation of the church togeth-

er, and see how they answer one the other.

vt 1. We find the threatenings of the word do point at the
time of a people''sjudgment. 1 Thcs. ii. 16. Rev.x'w. 15,
18. That when they./?// up the measure of their siny and
their cup is fully the Lord will not then defer the execu*
lion ! until the cup of the Amorites was full, he did let

them alone ; and we find answer deferred, to the cry of
the souls wider the altar y for avenging their blood on anti-

christ, because that accursed party hath yet more to do
against the church, and the saints more to sufil-r undtr
their hand. .-iv-r' -i

Now to witness the accomplishment of this ; let us but
consider what in all times may be observed, 1. That there

is an ordinary growth and heig/it of sin y which a land com-
eth to, before destruction ; some national and uuiveisaL
spreading thereof, prodigious outbreakings, the utter re-
jecting of reproof, which shew that a people 'a case must
then be on some turn

;
yea, that strange and uniibual sin-

ning useth to go before some strange stroke. 2. Bcforp
judgment come, is it not seen, how the sin ofa people liath

become so darings that it hath had a loud cry f yea, their

case halh been sueh as did justify the Loru/.s proceclua'
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against them, even in the conscience of all observers, tliut

he did it not without much cause. 3. Is it not casy^ for

such as are wise to know the times, to see nl^ht comincj

on a land, when sin is at some dreadful height, by consid-

ering the wor^and the Lord's usual way with a jie()f>k in

such a case ? Yea, have there not then been some special

foreivarnings, a more than ordinary impression of judg-

.ment upon the spirits of the godly, and the hiding of many
ofthem in the graiie ; which, as threatening presages, have

shewed the near approach of a stroke. 4. There doth iiot

usually want even some Noah, or Jonas, the mini&ters of

God sent forth to threaten, who as watchmen upon the

wall are- discerning hazard at a distance ; yea, with an ob-

servable pressure then upon tiieir spirit, and a more than

ordinary agreement amongst themselves, to cry out, and
give the people iy^^r^i/^^, ivhen the time of judgment hath

been drawing near.

2. It is clear, there are some special evils and sifts of a
time, ivhich "mefind the luord most drcadfidly doth threaten i

yea, in a peculiar way it doth put a mark upon them, tliat

though the Lord should pass by many infirmities in a

church and people professing his name ; yet, for such and
such sins (as we find in Amos i. 3.) he ivillnot turn away
the pimisbment thereof; lout hath solemnly declared, by
his truth and faithfulness, that these shall not pass without

some visible mark, even before the world, of his anger.

Now in this the scripture is clear, and lets us see, there are

some sins more particularly threatened, some land destroy-

ing sins, that have as it were the rnark set on them, which
do especially provoke the holy indignation and jealousy of

God ; such as idolatry, corrupting the worship of God ;

perjury, and covenant breaking; shall they break my
covenant and escape ? saith the Lord, £zek. xvii. 15.

Also departing from God, and his way ; For this the land

shall he desolate, as in ferem. hi. 12, 13. Yea, blood guilts

iness, which the earth shall not cover, and for wliich the

sword shall not depart, even from the house and family of

David. 2 Sam. xii. 10.

Now to evidence the accomplishment hereof, I shall

point at some things most obvious to the ol^servation ot

e-v-ery time, h.ow terribly the Lorduscth to plead, for such

things, and by some exemplary stroke and judgment point

them out, as we find them particularly set by dicmseh es

in the word, nndthreatenings thereof.

1. That in diese sins, thus marked, men may see how?*-

i]\(Av jvdgjm'nts v\st not wholly to h:i deferred to anoihier

rjorld^ butdiough much, is oft passed here, and laid over
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to that last and great judgment, yet, upon such sins the

Lord hath put some mark of his displeasure, even in this

life. 2. That for these he useth to contend before the sun,

andinthe view of7/?<f/z .• his judgments are indeed oft se-

cret, and do consume as a moth; but upon such sins, we
may frequently see, some public and visible stroke is made
to follow, that the world cannot pass without a remark.
3. That the Lord also useth to be a very swift witness

against such evils. For^ as we find the oppression of the

church hath a loud cry, and the blood of the saints a how
long ? it is also seen those forementioned sins do much
hasten judgment, so as seldom that generation passetb
aiuay without some witness thereto. It is rarely found,

that some great revolt of a people from God, and breaking
covenant with him, doth lie long unpunished, nor doth the

hoary head of the violent and bloody man go oft to the

grave in peace. 4. That these sins use to be followed

with some 'uery dreadful and eminent stroke , which hath
made the land desolate, their cities sometime waste, and a
ruinous heap ;

yea, houses great and fair, to be without
inhabitants ; so as men have with astonishment inquired,

fVhy is all this come to pass ! and it was easy to answer,
^\Qx\for such 2iTiA such emls hath the Lord done this, ac-

cording to his word. 5. That a divine hand useth to be
most discernible in the punishment of such sins, because
of a very clear resemblance betwixt them, and the stroke ;

which hath forced their own conscience, as well as be-
holders to confess the righteousness of God therein.

6. That the Lord will put some mark of his anger on the
choicest of his serijants for any accession to such sins ; these

to whom he hath given their soul for a prey, have yet got

a sore outward stroke, upon such an account, which hath
followed them to the grave ; For this the sivord shall ?iot

depart from David's house. Idolatry rent die kingdom
from the posterity oi Solomon. Jonas shall not escape for

his rebellion. Yea, God was VvToth with Moses, and no
intreaty shall hinder his dying m the wilderness. I may
add, hath not the Lord's controversy on this ground even
reached their posterity ! Which may shew that these

threatenings are sad earnest ; and such sins are not more
particularly pointed at in the ^vord, than they have been in

after ages made exemplary in judgment.
3. A people''s luke-ivarmness, their slighting of the gospel

and not receiiiing the love of the truth, we find sadly threat-

ened in the word, Rcu. iii. 15, 16. 2 Thess. ii. 10, IL
And truly we must say, they have not fallen to the ground
in any age, ^\'ithout an accomplishment, as. frequent ob,

R
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scrvation can w itness. 1. How a pcopk 's entering up'oi? s
religious way, their pursuing a form of rclbrmation, and
not thorough for God therein, but on carnal grounds, hath
thus put them rn a ivorse condition- than before. For truly

men's hypoerisj^ in going about a good work, doth threaten

more, tlran the performance thereof doth promise. Jehu
got a temporal reward, but his posterity must at length

reckon f<»r all the blooil of fezreel. 2. That hq people
use to be further from getting good of the gospel, than
such who have been under most clear and greatest cojroic-

lions; so as it is found, there is oft more access to gain
amongst the sa'vages:^ than those who have sit their day
while the tide did flow ; yea, ministers have found most
discouragement, to labour in those parts where the word
liath been long preached with power. 3. It is seen, how
Jight not ifnproved will turn ar people nyore gross, and is

usually followed with some remarkable growth in sin /
that the more the word doth put a restraint on- men's cor-

ruption, the more it ragcth ; so as it ma\'' be observed
what a very black die, the powert-ul preaching of the gos-

pel hath put upon a- people, as a visible mark of judgment
on such who profrt not thereby. 4. la it not seen how
men's iSDnnality in the matters of Goi> hath been dilpun^
ishtd even- \vith the taking aivai/ of the form? Yea, that

seldom ^r/w and delusion doth want a harvest amongst a
people who receive not tlie truth in love. 5. Hath nc>t

slighting of the gospel been at la^t followed wiih some misiblc

restraint and inhibition both upon the ordinances and dis-

pensers tliereof, a judiciiil withdnnving of the Sptrit, as te

the work c-f conversion and conviction ; whereby the Lord
cloth plainly cease to he a refjrovcr to such ; yea, even
Saith, bind lip the law and seal ihe testimony.

The word doth also threaten carnal security (a diseases

whereof tl:e church is ofr in great hazrard) yea, we iind it

holds forth a certiiiii connection betwixt spiritual judgmentfe

upon a people, and some outward strokes to ibllow there-

on ; that those who are under that first wo and plaguie

upon their spirits, are then near to some judgment upon
their persons, and may expect a sharp wakci-iing ; in hear-^

mg they shall not understand, &c. but the close is, until

their cities be consumed without ijdutbitants, and there be

anutter desolation: yea, we findJudgment doth begin as

a moth, ill that 5th ofNos. but in the 14//? ver. it doth turn

at last to be a lion. We may truly say, the fulfilling c^

this hiath in all ages of the church been obvious. 1. Thai
as the first part of the church's ckliverance is usually spir-

itual^ so it is found thc^r^r step ofjudgment^ and die cxe-
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ciition thereof against a people, hath been upon their spir-

its ; that serious discerners of the time might know, the

t^igbt was fast coming on, and some sad outward stroke

on a land, by the abounding of spiritual judgments. 2. It

is clear the most dreadful strokes tliat ever came on a par-

ticular church, do usually find it in such a case^ judicially

hardened, and under many warnings plagued wixi'x security

.

Thus did the flood find the old world ; and before that deso-
lating stroke on yt77/W<?/72 by the Romans^ were not the
Jews in such a case I Sahian can tell how it was with the

African ch\\yc\\GS, before that dreadful inundation of the

Goths and Vandals ; yea, the church's records in all ages
do witness, that before any sad stroke or persecution came
upon a people, a deep sleep and lethargy Uath been previous
thereto ; gray hairs miglu have been seen upon them ;

and the word doth ex^en shew, that this will be the last dis-

ease, wliereof the church shall be sick before the great day
of the Lord. 3. It is also seen how si:>iritual judgments,
when they grow upon a people^ make greai dispatch^ an<:i

<io quickly rjpen for son^e further stroke ; that when men
have run down their conscience, ar>d are past reproofofthe
word, going on from evil to worse, the case cometh then
to be clear, and ready for the final discussion of the pro-
cess.

5. The word cloth denounce wo against the trouhlcrs of
the church, and those who are her persecutois ; that the

f^ordshall recompense tribulation to such, and plead with her
oppressors : the accomplishment whereof jjath been truly
iaianifest, yea, to the observation even of the v/orld. 7m.
K. 5. 2 Thes. i. 6. First, that eminent oppressors of the
chnrch have seldom gone out of the world, without some
jf^ic^r/t of diAine anger upon iher)i. Surely if there were a
record of such instances, that in every age have been con,
spicuous, m^n wQ'4l<4 be forced to see, and say, tliat the,

most nqted erieniies and persecutors of the saints have been
%lsp ^I'^e jTijQ§t convincing Qnd noted examples of judgment
inthe time. 2. That the church's suffering useth to go
belore a day of iicngea?ice on the instruments thereof. We
find, yf/67/ got an outward reward for executing die judg,
u\ent ofGod on his enemies : but as for those men who
have been the rod of the church, it hath been seen, that they
have not long wanted some scourge as sore upon then'-
selves, as they have been to his people, and that at last

these have paid dear for their service. 3. We may see
liow this also doth help to finish the controversy of God,
with men and their liouses ; that for this he hath taken many:
uway m tiie midst of their days, and made them cease to be^
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who would not cease to trouble the church, while they had
a being

;
yea that he had taken them in his own haml, whom

men could not reach, and made their downcasting in the

midst of themselves.

6. Doth not the scripture threaten carnal confidence/m
a people ; the putthig of their trust in man, or in any out-

ward instruments ? Jer. xvii. 5, 6, 17. To clear the ac-

complishment whereof let us but compare the word, and
the church's observation together ; and we shall find, 1.

That outward means have never more miscarried, than
when most promising, and when there was greatest expec-
tation from the same ; yea, that very eminent m/r^TW^?^,
when much leaned to, have been observably blasted, and
made to shrink under such a burden. 2. That those whom
the Lord had made much use of, yea, honoured to be great
instrumefits in the service of the church, have oft had some
discernible blot, to reprove men's overlading of instruments,

witJi their esteem ; a Tertullian, an Origen in ancient

times, yea, even a Luther, in these latter ages must go with
some halt to the grave. 3. That many who have been
useful in the churchybr<3/i/77<?, the Lord doth oft lay by ;

yea, maketh not use ofthem to the end : but, the last may
be made first. And truly that excess in m^i\-^ esteem, put-

ting a further weight on some means, than they could bear,

hath oft helped to render many useless. 4. Is it not also

seen, how oTie extremity is thus plagued with another ?

none more ready to shrink in a day of trouble, than such
who at a distance seemed most daring; yea, none more
ready to fall into that excess of underijaluing instru-

ments, than those who have most exceeded upon the other

hand.
7. Do we not find the word threaten, and in a special

way point at corrupt ministers, unfaithful watchmen, who
give not warning to the church ; those shepherds x}c\2Xfeed

themsehes, but not the flock, the leaders of a people that

cause them to err, and by their practice, to stumble at the

law ? Mai ii. 3, 4.

The accomplishment whereof hath in all ages been very
discernible. First, how such have usually been most not-

ed as the greatest and most violent enemies, which the church
hath at any time had ; yea, that no course hath been so evil

and gross that hath wanted some of these to help it on,

whose hatred and persecution of the godly hath been found

to exceed the most openly profane and profligate in that

time. 2. That as they are particularly threatened above
others in the word, so they get also some remarkable cast

above others in theirji^dgment, and having once lost their
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savour, become ^i/^and loathsome^ even to the worst of
men ; are contemptible in the eyes of such whom they
seek in a sinful way to please ; yea, have a worse savour,

than the profanest v/retches ; that being verified in them,
Corrupuo opMni^ pessima. 3. That these do seldom make
a good retreatfrom an eml way : so as it is an usual obser-
vation, it is rare for churchmen to repent, or a fallen star

to shine again. 4. Are not such oft smitten even in their

gifts ; which we may see wither, and dry up upon them,
while not faithfully improved ; yea, to the very conviction
of their hearers, to have lost that edge which once they had
in their ministry ? 5. I must add another remark (though I
desire to deal with fear, and much tenderness, in such an
application of thejuedgmentof God,) how the Lord doth
oft put some note of his wrath on the childremnd ofspring
of unfaithful ministers ; that it hath been seen, none more
wretched and gross : whereto as their evil practice and ex-
ample hath been a special help, so likewise are they thus
punished of the Lord, who did not seek to beget children to

him, by the word, but through their way did rather cause
many to err and fill.

Third Branch. Having spoke something how the scrip-

ture both as to the promises, and threatenings thereof, is

evidently fulfilled in the Lord's ordinary way of procedure
with his church, T would a little further follow this argu-
ment, Hovj this also hath a manifold accomplishment, eiien

hi these most strange and dark passages of promdence,
thereat men are ready to stumble and challenge the spot-
less righteousness of God, and his faithfulness therein ; but
if we lay them to that measure, and line ofthe w^ird which
is stretched over the w hole v>^ork of providence, wc will

see how well these do agree, and answer one to the other,

yea, that all the paths wherein God walketh towards his
church, and people, are surely mercy, and truth.

To clear this I shall point at some footsteps of the provi.
denceof God in the world, and about the church which
would seem most dark, yea, a contradiction to his word,
and promise, but are plain and manifest, if weighed in the
balance of the the sanctuary, where we may have a sat-

isfying look, and resolution of these things, which other-
wise would be too hard for us to understand, and may see,

how straight these paths are ;vhich we thought crooked ;

yea, how easy and passable, the greatest deeps of provi-
dence would be, both as to God's way with his church,
and in our own particular case, when once they are set over
against the word. I shall touch this a little in these follow-
ing instances.
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1. It mat/ seem strange how the church"*s trouble afid
strait is oft seen to increase^ with the first stirrings of her

deli'oerance ; yea, when some remarkable mercy and
outgate is in the bringing forth, the first step thereof would
seem to put lier further back, and in a worse condition

than before. This is indeed a piece of the Lord's way with
his church, which in many instances may be witnessed, but
let us take the word along therewith, and we will find,

1. How the church is oft at the brink of the grave, even
M'hen her case is upon a turn, and how it is congruous to

his way (whose paths arc in the deep waters, who clotheth

himself with darkness, that men should not find any thing

after him, or lay down absolute conclusions concerning
his dealing) that the motions of providence should be oft

so perplexed, and various. 2. Did not the case of the

church in Egypt seem much worse, their burdens doubled
upon them, even when their deliverance was breaking up ?

3. Joseph to be sold as a slave, and in Egypt turned into

a dungeon, would seem steps of providence, very unUke
the thing which God was driving at thereby, and yet we
see how kindly these did work towards the same. 4. The
church, in Micah iv. 10, when she was even at the door
next to a deliverance, her trial was even at the greatest

height, be in pain, and labour tobringfqrth^for ye shallgo
to Babylon^ and there be ddi'ccred: but sorest pangs in the

birtli do usnally promise the best issue. £. It was the step

of the providence of God, which of all seemed most dread-

ful to tlie cliurch in Esther, the sealing of the decree, and
sending it forth to root out the whole seed of the Jews,
while Haman still flourished, but lo this was the very step

that wrought most thoroughly for her deliverance ; and is

not a wet mourning seedtime, a scripture presage of a good
harvest.

2. The sore interruptions 'ivhich a peopJe\<; endcamtii s for.

reformation^ and to promote the kingdom of Christ ha^ue met
ivith, even when set about with a clear call, yea, solemn
and serious engagements to God, would seem strange,

and a shaking piece of pi evidence: and truly this is oft

seen, as an usual attendant on reformation, h.ow insupera-

ble like difficulties, and unexpected lets do grow up in tlie.

way thereof: thus when Euthcr, and other instruments

were raised up in Germany., to pursue tiie church's refor-

ination, what cruel edicts were tlien set forth to give it a

flash ? division among tiiemselv^es, the rising up of the

Boors, and Anabaptists: what a pure, and thorougli refor-

mation was on foot under Edward the sixth, in England^

and what a dreadful storm did quickly break it up, for th lit;
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time ? and I would add, what the present case oftlie cliurcli-

es in Britain^ and Ireland, may at this day witness, where
once the Lord so eminently appeared in a begun reforma-

tion, which now is at so great a stand, but let us go intothe-

scripture with this, and we will iind, 1. There is a live-

ly portrait of providence in the all'airs of the church lield

forth in that vibion which Ezekiel had of the wheels at the

river Chebar, whose mysterious motions, and turning so

cross one to the other, without any discord therein, as to

the end, to which they were directed, doth witness tiie ra-

tional, and wise conduct of providence ; the Lord's work
about his church is a most shadowed and elaborate piece,

which men cannot see, before their eye, as they see behind
upon a revieu', while ordinary causes do oft vary in their

operation, yea, go out of the common road, but scripture

will make this very plain. 2. Was not Nehemiab, Ezra^
and Zcrohabel at their work, and duty, and had an exprcs-s

call for building of the temple, yet, how great, and frequent

interruptions did they find, sometimes environed wirh dif-

iieulties, Ztch. iv. 7. JVbo art thou, great ynountain, before

Zcrohabil'^ Yea, they were put to hoid the sword and
build, to watch and \vork at once, because of their enemies.

o. What a very sore backset v. as ii»e church at, Hab. 3, r

Rcche thy ivork, Lord, in the midst of tlit; years. This
was both a great and long interruption, yea, do we not finc-l

lier ahiiost at a nonplus , with a query which no visible ap-

pearant^e could answer, by iv/io?r. shall jacob arise, for .he-

is small ? 4. W(* iind a special reformation set on loot

by Ilczckiah, wii!» a solemn covenant, by the prince^,-

priests, and body of the people, with a sc tting up of th«

pure worship, and ordinances of God. but loa sharp storm
is soon after, by S'<f/2;/<7r/;m^ ; yea, Hezekuih scarcely is

in his grave, wheji his son doth bring in t;orriiption, and
persecution both at once ; and v/hen the chiisiian church
in the limes of llic apostles began to flourish, success fol-

lowing tht^ gospel, did not a saclinLeriuption, and aixiitcring

follow. Acts viii. 5. This is promised that Zio/z'^r walis

shall even in iroiiblesonie tiines be built ; and her being-

brought to a heap of rubbish was but making waj" for a
further advance, tliut in the building of her again, the L<ud.
might appear in his glory ; antl is it not clear, that Clsris.'

coming in th.c gospel, and power thereof to purge hi^.

diurch, and carry on a reformation, Mai. iii. 4, pro\eth ,u

searching and trying time which men cannot endure, for

the power of the uord, and clear discovery of sin, and oth-

er shaking ciispcnscitions which do usually attend such
times, and torm'.n: thwin who dwell oa the cartU, yea, itrd.
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put the devil, and corruption of men aloft, with all rage to

oppose the same.
3. That a sad overclouding^ and darkness should come on

a land after most special manifestation of the poivcr and
glory of God therein^ and that a time of the gospel with
much light should be so near a forerunner of wrath, and
judgment, would seem a strange piece of providence, and
cause a serious inquiry how such eminent appearances of
God for a people, such great confirmations, observable
success for a time, with many signal encouragements,
sliould all seem to resolve in a desolating stroke, and ruin ?

This may be instanced in that protcstant war in France^
where instruments were remarkably raised, fitted of the
Lord for the service of that time, had much of his presence
and countenance, yet to resolve thus in a bloody massa-
cre ; likewise these confederate German princes, Saxony

^

and Landgraije of Hesse ^ men eminent for piety, carried

forth with much zeal for God, for defence of the truth, yea,

in the beginning of that war, having many promising en-
couragements, yet, remarkably deserted of the Lord, with
very sad like consequences following the same. Let us
consider also the late Bohemian war, stated upon necessa-

ry defence ofreligion and liberty, and at first attended with
some smihng providences, should resolve into so great a
desolation, and ruin : yea, the church of Ireland, O, what
a dreadful massacre of the protestants there did quickly
follow one of the most solemn times of the power of God
and outpouring of the spirit that we ever heard ofsince the

days ofthe apostles. I confess this may have a strange as-

pect, and is a part of tlie marvellous u^ays of the Lord ; but
when we take it into the word, we will find there is no jar,

or discord here, for, L It might seem as strange, and as-

tonishing what Baruch got from the Lord in answer to his

complaint, Jerem. xlv. that he ^vould pluck up what he
had planted, and cast down that which he had built, for a

work to be thus thrown down, where the Lord had once
so eminently appeared and given his people many confirm-

ations, might then occasion great thoughts of heart, yet the

unspotted righteousness of God, and his truth was appar-

ent therein ; yea, after that discourse, and all these large

promises, which Christ gave his disciples in that sixteenth

oijohn, we find all is shut up with that, the hour is com-
ing, and now is, that ye shall be scattered. 2. What
strange providences did try the church in the wilderness,

sometime brought back to the Red sea, tried with hunger,

and nakedness, consumed with various strokes, and many
years wandering until most of that generation, who came
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out of Egypt y filled their graves in the journey, and yet

this was after most eminent confirmations, and as clear

signs of God's presence as ever people had. 3. We find

a public reformation most zealously prosecuted by josias,

which looked like the renewed espousals of that land wit]\

God, by a solemn covenant, yet, quickly after night came
on that land with a long captivity, and Josias did fall by the

sword. 4. Was there not a bright sun-blink, and flourish-

ing plantation ofthe gospel in Judea, a little before the des-

olation of that land by the Romans, yea, we will find it

clear from the word that times of much light, and reforma-

tion do much sooner ripen for a stroke than any other times.

5. It is very manifest that particular churches have their

day, where the gospel hath its appointed work, and tlieir

stroke at last may reach the length of removing the candle-

stick. I truly think that sad instance of Bohemia's case

may have this observable in it, that it had longer day, and
enjoyment of the light even from the times of John Hus^
and Jerom of Prague, v/hich was near an 100 years before

there was any daybreak on other parts, so that we would
consider if their night did come soon on, that their day
ivas also much longer, yea, the stroke might try with the

ebb of the tide, when their harvest was much gathered in,

under so long a continuance of the gospel, though 1 dare-

not think the Lord's work is utterly extinct there, but
tliat Bohemia's dead and withered root hath life yet in it,

and shall once again bud forth.

At. Is it not usually seen whenjudgment cometh on a land^

that the godly get the first^ stroke ? but let us also consider
this in the word, where it is clear, 1. Thatjudgment must
begin at the house of God, and the green tree ; and that

the church's trouble, and persecution is a forerunner of
vengeance on her adversaries, do wc not find, there is a
CLip of the judgment ofpoD ? And O the last is ofa strong
composition, for the wine is red and mixed, and the dreg
very thick which is reserved for die troublers of the church,
and for such who are at ease in a day ofher grief, and truly

they have the advantage that drink first, Blessed are they
Tohom thou chastenesty ^c. that they may rest in the day of
their adiiershy^ until the pit be diggedfor the 'wicked-, yea,
Rei}. iii. 10, we find keeping of the ' word of patience,

which doth import suffering to the church, goeth before
some more universal stroke ; and in that day proveth the
safety, and protection of the people of God. 2. It is also
clear that men may be raised up of the Lord, and followed
with success, when he hath them for a rod to b.is phurch,
but that at last Asbur the rod ofmy wrath will I east in the

s
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fire, saitli tlie Lord, it is truly an evidence of great wrath
upon a party to be made the rod, and executioners ofjudg-.

nient upon the people of God, for ti\ey shall pay for it, by
some sadder stroke than any trouble or suffering whereof
tliey have been instruments.

5. That prosperity, and success shouldfollow sometimes
the ivorst ofm.en in an ceil course^ and cause such a concur-
rence, and series of providence, as seemeth to smile on
them even to the bringing of their sinful devices to pass,

while the people ofGod have been made to fall in a just

quarrel before their adversary, \\ould seem an astonishing

providence, but let us lay it fore against the word, and
there vve will see, 1. That there is a prosperity which
tendeth to destruction, Proi). i, 32. the tabernacles of the

robbers prosper, Job xii. 6. and they that provoke God
are secure, into w hose hands he bringeth abundantly, but
they do not see that wickedness is its own punishment, and
liow it is a dreadful stroke to thrive in an ill course. Was
not the church shaken with such a providence, Mai. iii.

15. Yea, tempted to call the proud liappy^^ but in the ver.

18. they were taught from further observation to discern or

put a difference between the righteous and the wicked. 2.

Do we not find that even the signs, and predictions of false

prophets, in favour of a sinful way, may come to pass,

Deut. xiii. 1, 2. whereof the church is there warned, and
God's intent in the same cleared, that it is for the trial of
his people, whether they w ill lo%^e andfear the Lord, and
cleave to his way, when providence would seem to sliine

on a crooked path. 3. Did not success for a^ time attend

/ibsalom ? Israel as one man went after hi in, j-ea, the

friends and coimsellors of David; a fair wind did also

favour llama?? in his essay to ruin the church. Jerc?iiy is

almost shaken \\\\\\ it, yea^ they have tahen root, yea, they

(^j-oWj and bring forth fruit. But is not this at last usuaf-

ly found an ominous weather breeder before a storm ?

though the brutish man knoweth not, nor fools lay it to

lieart for what the w icked doth oft spring, and flourish. I

would add Israel's falling before Benjandn, it was an aston-

ishing like providence ; and Ilabakkuk was put to a stand"

with siich a thing, why the Lord looked on, while the wick-

ed devoured the rigliteous. Yea, Joshua w:x's to cry out

in an amazement, Lord^ what shall 1 say, when Israel

turncth their back before their ene?nies ! But we have also

the Lord's intent therein witnessed by his word, that this is

to hnnble andprove his people, that he ?nay do the?n good
in the latter e?id ; and thus he beateth them off from all car-

nal grounds of confidence ; he woundcth them to a cure ;
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that by bringing them low, he may raise and fit them for a
further mercy.

6. PFbat great disal)pomtments hath the church met imth

,

ivhen outward growuls ofconjidence, and ordinary mea7is

hai^e been most promising , as it is a thing most true, so it

may seem strange at the first looiv : but Ictus bring it to

the word and the case will b;^ there answered. Deut.
xxxii. Why shouldone chase a thousand, huX because their

rock hath sold them ! and therefore their strength is gone,
with the Lord's departing from them. For, when a time
ofjudgment is come, even the m.ighty then find not their

hands, counsel faileth to the^ ancient,^ ordinary means
bring not forth their wonted eftects : which Solomon shew-
eth, and after ages have oft seen, The race not ever to the

swift, nor the battle to the strong. It is also clear from
the word, how threatening a condition that is, for tlie peo-
ple of God to be much carried out after means, or lifted up
therewith : Isa. xxx. they will ride on horses, ^n(\ this shall

be their punishment. But on the other hand, the Lord's
way in bringing forth liis greatest works, hath not b.een by
might and by power, but oft by meantj ^nost improbable,
and unexpected.

7. The long continuance of a heaiiy afflicting rod on the

church, ^without the appearance of an escape, or any return

to much v^restling and prayer on that account may seem
a strange step in God's way with his people. Bat the
word will answer usin such a ease where it is clear, L That
there are no bounds in the scripture set to the continuance
of a trial. It doth not tell how long a sharp storm may lie

on, either as to the church, or any particular christian ; for
it is a piece of the Lord's secret counsel, but not of that

which is revealed : it is enough, that we know from it,

that men cannot make the church's suffering longer, thaji

God's time. 2. It was a long term that of IsraePs trial in

Egypt ; and after under the captivity, three hundred and
ninety days must the church lie on her left side. O how
many a sad day and wearisome night was there in that word
seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and city Je-
rusalem. 3. Have not the saints under a long trouble
gone almost the length of blasphemy, in their complaints !

Isa. xl. 27. My ivay is hidfrom the Lord, a?id my judg-.
ment passedonerfrom my God. Daniel, ho^v pressing \\\t\\

the Lord was he, that he would hearken, and do and 7iot de-

fer ! and yet the return eomcth not until the first year of
Cyrus. Yea, that cry of the souls under the altar ; How
long! doth it noteven get a dilatoryanswer ? for thus the Lord
doth oft interpose his lon'i sufiering for some time, betwixt
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his people, and avenging of them. 4. It is also clear that

there are many prayers before the throne, the return

\vl"iereof is suspended, and an answer to christians^ in their

particular, until that time when God shall huild up ZioJi^

Vind then tht prayer ofthe destitute shall be remembered,
even as to christians' private enlargement, when the church
shall be raised up. 5. We know the church's enemies
must have time to ripen, and it is not a storm ofa few days,
that will purge away the filth of the daughter of Zion.

Too soon letting out ofa sore may cause it to putrify the

more, and gather new matter. And tjuly the word can re-

solve us in this, that one minute sooner than God's time
would not be his people's mercy,

8. lx.\^ohsetv\ when there is some remarJiable work of
Cod on foot in a land^ and some great outpouring of the

spirit, how satan setteth up some usual counterfeit thereof^

and bringeth forth something of /67.s"jy<7r/^ in such a time,

with a very strange resemblance di\^\^ same. Thus, with
the preaching ofthe freedom of grace, and a clear discov-

ery of that truth, did libertinism under a very specious

pretext sprin^up. Thus we find the aiiabapiist^ and anti-

iiomian party, set up in Germany^ to run down a church re-

formadon, under the shew of a more pure and spiritual

way : and of late did not famiUsm in England, under pre-

text of a more spiritual dispensation, cast oif the very letter

ofthe scripture, turning it over into allegory and in behalf

of the liberty of prophesying, cry down a standing minis-

try ? but though this may seem strange, yet the scripture

is very clear, concerning it ; 1. That even satan himself is

transformed into an angel of light, and in no shape provetli

more dangerous to the church. 2. That the most dread-

ful errors and a false way will oft come near to the choic-

est exercises ofthe saints, and have such a resemblance to

the same, that if it nxjere possible the 'cery elect shsuld be de^

ceived- 3. Was there not a Simon Magus with false mir-

acles set up over against the apostles ? and when the time

of the'Messias drew near, did not then a Theudas ; and
fudasoWalilee, hre^kioTth to amuse the people? We
find also an altar from Damascus set up beside that which
way shewed to 3Ioses the servant ofthe Lord in the mount

;

yea, when Moses and Jaron were giving Pharaoh a

sign, and did shew forth the marvellous power ofGod,
then did the magicians cast down their rod also, to

counterfeit the same, by which the heart o^ Pharaoh was
hardened.

y. The abounding ofmuch error and heresy^ now in the

time the gospel, with that swift ^;-ciy//j thereof, which is oft
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been where the light most clearly shitieth^ seems strange ;

yea, is a thing whereat many are ready to stumble, and
thus to challenge the way ofGod : but is not the scripture

in this clearly verified, so that this piece of providence,
which is so shaking to many, if we take the word along
with it, might be a very convincing confirmation to us of
the same ? For, 1. Wc find the apostles, yea, Christ him-
self hath given express warning thereof, that this should be
one of the special and greatest trials of the christian church ;

whereofthe Old Testament we find doth little mention, that

trial not concerning the churcii then so much, as these af-

tertimes under the Messiah's kingdom : wherein the event
may be clearly seen, to answer these predictions, which
are so frequent thereof in the New Testament. 2. Doth
not the event also answer the word as to that particular
way and method, how error should be propagated, which
is there clearly foretold, by subtle undermining, under the
pretext of liberty, with plausible insinuations ? so that wc
must say, not only as to the matter, but with all these dis-

cernible tokens, even upon the manner, the word is made
out. 3. Do we not find, this should be a judgment on
men, who receii^e not the Icje of the truth ; and that after

flourishing times ofthe church, when he who rideth on the

'i'jhite horse, is gone forth, the black horse ^nd his rider doth
quickly follow ? And truly it is seen, that in the time of
hottest persecutions, the church hath not been so much
troubled widi this adversary, as w hen she did begin to ^et
rest, and most of outward liberty, nor yet so at the first

breaking out of the gospel, as after some time of its contin-
uance. 4. Doth not the event likewise thus answer the
word, that in the breaking out of heresy in the church, a
spirit of error, the depths and mighty ivorking of Satan
should be seen ; which 1 am sure is undeniable, how man-
ifest the interposing of these powers of darkness is therein,

ifwe consider, 1. Its marvellous dispatch and growth, like

a plague, and the arrow that flieth by day. 2. With what
adiscerni!)ley}/r?,' and 'violence men are thus driven, as with
an impetuous current

;
yea, oft a change on their ver^'' nat-

ural temper is seen most evidently. 3. Those monstrous
and horrid thm^s, which are oft brought forth, may shew
whose hand is in such a birth. 4. That usual tendency,
that at last error hath to looseness in practice, which as it

poisoneih the spring, and corrupteth the leading faculty,

the judgment, so we see, it moveth towards the vital spir-

its, and doth influence the conversation ; ant! the leprosy
in the head breaketh forth in blains through die whole bo-
dy. 5. And do we not see how many gross and profane
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have been carried away at such a time, how few have pow-
er to stand, but are still carried from one step to another ?

And it is clear, the worId_ did never put out its rage so

much against that Tvar/, as it hath done against the truth,

except when some outward interest maketh it a quarrel.

10. These great shakings and commotions, that use to at-

tend the gospel, when it cometh in power to a landmay also

seem strange, yea, are ready to make many stumble. But
is not the word verified ht rein, what gicat stirs and trou-

bles did exercise the_church after great light in pouring ouc

of the spirit ? joel ii. 29. We may there likewise see,

how this giveth the world an alarm, maketh the kings and
great me?i of the earth run together, to hinder the rising of

Christ's kingdom, Fsal. ii. 3. Let us break his bands, ifi'c.

For truly, in all ages, Christ's rising in the gospel hath cast

a terror to its tnemies, that this shoukl be their fall and ru-

in. When tlie apostle hath an cfecuial door opened in his

ministry, he hath also much opposition thereto. But on
the other hand, all is still and quiet, while the strong mail

dothkeep the house. Yea, it is clear from the word, that

where the gospel cometh there is a red fiag hun^^ forth,

that if men will not receive the same, and subject to him
who rideth on the ivljite horse, one shall come after, whose
work is to take peace from the earth, to put the world in a

fiame, and to accomplish the judgment of a despised gos-

pel ; wlio shall divide betwixt the husband and .wife, the

parents and children : wherein our blessed Lord Jesus iii

express, Matth.'s.. 34. I come not to send peace on the

earth, hi' rather a sword. \Yhich might seem strange

from him ; but it is to tell men, if they will not embrace
the offer of his peace, they shall not have peace cimong,

ihemsehes. For tlie message of the gospel must cither be.

the best, or the worst sight, that ever a land had.

1 1

.

T'bis may seem strange, how in all ages men of great-

est parts and learning, are such usual opposers of truth;

yea, how tlie most sohr and cahn will even appear violent

m their way, the more the gospel is follo\ved with power.

But, O ! how well doth this answer thesenpture ? For the

<wisdo?n of this world is enmiti/ to God. 1 Cor. iii. 19. Not.

many wise according to thefiesh, comparatively with those

who hate the truth. Of all the beasts of the field was not

tb.e serpent satan's choice ? and if there be an Achitophel

in tlie time, at him he will have a special pull ; to such the

.'Simplicity of the gospel \?> foolishness ; whereat they stum-

ble ; to such Christ is a rock of offence. We find, the

light cloth torment them that dwell in the earth, \\\\\ cause

iTitn to blaspheme, and discover that which would notap-
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pear, whilfl they got leave to enjoy their sinful peace with-

out disturbance.

12. Those strange judg7ns?its which may sometimes hcfal

the saints in their outward lot^ yea, sometimes attcnckd

with some very astonishing circumstances, would at -the first

IcK)k put men to a stand, and to chjillcnge tlie holy \a ay of
God. But let us weigh it in that balance ofthe scripture,

and we will find, 1. That such hath been the complaint of
tlie saints, the Lord''s ivounding them w ith the wound of a
cruel one ; what a strange query is that in Lament, ii. 20.
Behold, and consider, to whem thou hast done this ! shall

the ivomen cat thefruit of their womb ? shall the priest and
prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord ? yea, did it

not even to Solomon seem strange, Ecclcs. viii. 14. 7'hat

there are just men to whom it happeneth according to the

work of the wicked! 2. It looked hke some strange itroke
which forced Da^vid to this complaint, ?;/// encjnies cast ini-

quity on me, and say an evil disease (or as the original

rcadeth it, a thing of Belial) cleaveth to him, \Ve find,

Josias fell by the sword ; Eli, \\\\\\ one stroke, hath liis

sons killed, his daughter in law dying, an 1 himself falling

from his seat, and breaking his neck : yea Aaron hath
both his sons killed before his eyes, by an immediate stroke
from the Lord. 3. The word doth also shew, there is no
Jar betwixt this, and the tenor of the ccuenant, 'which God
liath made witli his people to punish their transgression

with rods, yea, sometimes by a strange rod, while he taketb
not his loving kindnessfrom them. And do we not find,

that a profitable trial may attend the saints, wliich the
world would think a dreadful judgment ; for great suffer-

ings may be ordered of the Lord, to give- some great exam-
ples thereby ; we have heard of the patience of job, and
have seen the end of the Lord.

\ 3. The grossfalling of those who ha've sometimes shined
with much lustre in the church, may be astonishing : but
here also we may see the scripture made out, {ox it is clear,

1. That few instances of the most eminent o^'^q saints^
we have on scripture record, but there is some partlcu'ar
spot and blemish also noted, a Noah, L.oi, Moses and Da-
vid, yea, under the New 'iVstam^-nt that great Spaeth;
whose denial of liis master is set forth, to shew how flu-

some may flill, whom grac^ v.iil again rcstoj-c, and jriake
tip. 2. it is there clear, that some of understanding i'o

fall for a judgment to others ; that such -w ho wdl siun.blc^
.

whose prejudice at the way of God is their choice, va-ay
thus further fail and be broken. 3. 'I'lic blessed nveanu-uj
and intent hereof we ma.v there also read to aliii-m .jii*:iii»
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ivatchfulness^ that such who stand may take heed lest they

fall ; to warrant also their adventuring on tlie grace of
God, that none should fear to come in after such eminent
examples.

^, 14. The contingency of event!;, that we see many tilings

m such a casual way tall out in the world, as by chance
only, without the rational conduct of providence (which
doth infallibly direct things to a certain end) this might at

the first look, put men to a stand, yea, would seem to give
atheists some shadow to say, Honxjdoih God see ^ or doth the

Cod ofJacob regard ? ViWX. upon a more serious inquiry,

setting the word over against it, O what a sweet exercise
should it_ be to consider, 1. That though the providence
ofGod, in things here beneath, moveth suitably to the na~
ture of inferior causes, v/hether necessary, free, or con-;

tingent, not violcncing them, or otherwise making use of
them but according to their nature, so that though the
event be necessary and infallible, with a respect to the

first cause, the determined counsel of God, it is neverthe-
less contingentm respect of its nearest cause ; yet, this also

on the other hand is clear, how these smallest and most cas-

ual motions do certainly fall under that comprehensive
reach o? pro\jidence, that even a sparrow falleth not to the

ground by guess ; Rebecca cometh not \vith her pitcher to

the well, nor Ruth to glean in Boaz\9 field at an adven-
ture ; but in these the providence ofGod must reach its

end, and cannot miscarry. 2. That those things which
to us would seem most casual, we oft see in their ten-

dency and product have been hitended by the Lord, as a
special means for the promoting of his glory ; wherein
such a wonderful meeting and uniting of things, in them-
selves most remote, for that end, may be truly discerned,

thatif prejudice do not shut men's eyes, they must con-

fess, this can be no blind chance but some high counsel^

and conduct of the same. What would look more con-

tingent, than tliat Ahasuerus was indisposed to sleep, and
could have no rest in the night ? Or that a reflection of the

sun upon the waters, should make them appear as blood
to the children of ilfo^^ 5* But we see what great things

the Lord is thus bringing about. 3. Is it not oft manifest

how not the smallest casualty, or circumstance, provi-

dence dotli pass without some improvement thereof ? yea,

that it guideth the stroke of a man's sword in the battle,

and directeth the bullet to its appointed mark, and doth

evidently check the stars, and control tliat fatal necessity,

which we are ready to fear may or will follow their aspect,

and-doth even determine those which in tb.emsclves are
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most free and absolute, the heart and will of man ! Must
not the crowing of the cock, and the soldier's dividing of
Christ's garments fail out for an accomplishment of the

scripture ? And though it x^as at a 'Denture^ that that man
drew the bow, which sent Ahab to his grave, yet it was no
chance Cai\ direct the arrow between the very joints of his

armour. 4. Am.idst the various emergents and hazards
of men's /?/(?, may not experience tell, that surely things

contingent are not abandoned to fortune, but there is a

Providence, which dotii number our hairs, and v*'ithout

which they camiotfall to the ground! O how astonishing

may it be, to think how surprizing hazards have been
oft obviated ! By what unexpected means men have
been delivered from violent assaults ! how help unlocked
far hath even come in at an extremity, yea, while their

fjot was slipping even betwixt their falling, and fall, they
liave been surprised with some rem.arkable cast of mercj%
5. Is it not easy to discern, how many accidents which
seem most casual, yet by no human prudence or industry

can be prevented, but are observably biought about and
guided to fulfil the threatenings of the word on ungodly
men ! How was Sisera led by other places, into the house
of Jael 1 How should Haman'^s suit for Mordecai's detth,

fell in with that very morning, when the Mng^s tlioughts

were favourable to him! for it might seem, had Haman
been one day sooner, he would have got his will.

This is a grave and serious subject, and in such a day
should be much studied, when so many are ready to quarrel
at the i^ay of the L@rd, and out of cuery thing suckpoison.,

when prejudices are now so universally abounding against

the truth : that we may see what a imtness there is, even.
in the most dark and astonishing steps of providence, to.

\ht truth andfaithfulness of God; yea, how great a con-
firmation we may thence have of our faith, in such shak-
ing times, whilst we-see how these are special grounds
against atheism^ and a most convincing refutation of the
same, which are so much m.ade use of to strengthen men
in that way. I know the holy so'uereignty of God should,

teach us to adore and keep silence, whtn we cannot fathom
the depths of providence ; and on this great satisfying

truth we should stay, and fix ourselves, when things srem,
strange to us, He is the Lord, and ivith him there is no ini-

righteousness. It is sure, the condition of the damned in
hell takes not off that obligation to t!eelare his faithfulness,

and adore his unspotted justice : but O then it wouk] cease
to be hell, ifsuch a blessed frame could have a bciug tliere.
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However, it is a necessary and concerning dutj^ when a
matter seems too hard for us to understand, to inquire in

the sanctuary ; there is a warrantable search after the

works of God that we may know them. New besides

those instances which have been already mentioned, I

would yet further touch some few steps of the providence

ofGod, with a special respect to \\'\\'^ present time^ which
may seem very strange, and be amazing ; but when brought
to that test of divine truth, will be found a most satisfying

confirmation thereof.

1. It may seem strange, to see the church of Christ this

(lay so wmersally brought Igvj ^ and in a suffering condi-

tion, whilst the whole earth besides is at such rest and quiet

:

that if we no\t look any where abroad, affliction and con-

tempt from men is seen in a very great measure, to attend

theproftssionof godhness, but more especially the ix)wer

thereof; yea, that almost in every i^lace the church w ould

seem to be upon a decay and a declining, rather than in an
advance. I confess, this may cause great thoughts of
heart, when we consider that inestimable value, he whose
the church is hath put thereon ; what glorious things are
spoken of her in the word, especially Avith a respect to the

latter days ; and we have judged (I humbly think with a

safe warrant) that this should be a solemn time of fulfilling

those promises, which yet point at a more uiircersal raising

and enlargement of the church of Christ ; yea, that in so

great a measure we have seen some begun performance
thereof, and therefore should conclude, the Lord's work
herein cannot halt, until it be at the full height and at the

perfect day. Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to

bringforth ? saith the Lord. Shall I cause to bringforth y

andshut the wo7nb ? saith thy God.^ Isa. lx\'i. 9.
_
But let

lis go into the scripture, ard there inquire concerning this,

and we will find, 1. How the chu/'ch ?mc\ the world, in

that interest of tlieir joy and grief, as ^ ell as other interests,

arc stated in a most direct opposition, foh. xvi. 20. Fer-

ill/, saith Christ, ye shall lament end weep, but the world

shall rejoice. It should not be expected, those can be at

rest together; since the trouble and suffering of the church,

it is a part of the world's ease and quiet. What a solemn
jubilee does that cause to her adversaries, when they see

beibre-tht-m the dead bodies of the ^ witnesses of Christ !

Rco. xi. 10. No sight more rejoicing to such, because

these are they who torment thcni who dwell in the earth.

But when once the truth casts oft" her sackcloth, and the

witnesses recover their feet ; O what a terror doth this

eause ! They are paiucd, yea, their eyes ready to consume
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in fheir eye holes with bitterness and anguish, that tl icy

have been at so sort work, and done so much against the

church, and yet cannot undo her. 2. Should this be more
strange now, than at that time when the city ofSlnismi and
whole seed of the jfews were in perplexity, whilst the king

and Haman sat down to feast, and rejoice ovf r such a

threatened ruin ; for this seemed to strike at the root of
the church universal ! And was not that a broad and dark
cloud, when this was writ in die lamentation of the church,
Zion is a ivilileniess, and ytnisalem a desolaUGn ; yea^
couldfind no rest, no comforter any %vhere ! Lam. i. 16,

17. But if such a providence seem strange, that the

church now at this day should be with so violent and uni-

versal a storm run down, when so great things ^vq promised^
let us consider /^/.s '^ciy, who by the greatest downcasting
and straits useth to bring about die most remarkable mer-
cies ; and do we not know the dcail appears with greatest

ivratb, andraiseth the sorest storms, when he knows that

his time is short. 3. If we consult the scriptiu-e, we shall

find, the adversaries of the church have ^/? hour which is

fheir hour, and the power of darkness ; for their sunshine
is indeed a black and dark time ; and th,en is there a strange

astonishing concurrence of outward advantages on their

side ; for they are thus establislied for judgment, aiul the

wind must serve, and the tide make, until that work
in their hand ho. fulfilled. They could never have been
such a rod on the church, if they were not appointed o^iha
Lord for the same. Yea, is it not observable, whilst this

their hour Qowiinuts, there is then a power of darkness ;

such a time, wlien ?/6^^ haUi an unusual force, and would
seem to carry ail before it, hath then a marvellous quick
dispatch in its spreading from one place to another, to

make a dark night, where the gospel sometimes hath had
a bright day / Yet we see hov/ such a strange darkness
hi>th but its hour, as to the prevalence thereof, e\'en a set

time for the church's trial ; and it is such an eclipse, were
it nev^er so universal, that must go over at its appointed pe-

riod, and give place to light, before which the darkness can
no longer stand ; and then it shall be said to her, \\\\o had
almost abandoned herself to sorrow, Arise, and shine, for
thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen.

4. Why should we be amazed at this Avhcre v/e may read
so clearly something of the L^ord\^ design, even by so sore

and universal a strokelo -appear in his glory. Psa. cii. 1 6.

and thus raise his church witii ati unspeakable advantage
by auch-ix supposed ruin! The scripture is in this very
manifest, that when the Lord is about some great building,
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and hath some excellent piece of work to raise up, a great

deal of rubbish and breaking down iiseth to go before.

Is it not thus also he makes the suffering graces of his

Spirit in his people shine forth ; that here \Xi^faith and //d-

?/V/;a^ o///''d' j'^i/;^^' may be witnessed ! 5'ea, should we not

know there is in every age ?i filling up of the sufferings of
Christ m his people, and a testimony thus required to his

truth, which the great witness himself did once seal and
confirm with his blood, even he who before Fontius Pilate

gave a good confession, and through all ages even to the

close of time, there must not want some witnesses to the

same! It is known, how some times of the church are

beyond others made remarkable for suffering ; but it is no
less clear, that in these times also the truth hath had the

greatest victory, and herein a most special clearing up of
some truths, which the world hath most studied to darken.

Thus we see some ages of the church may have a larger

part of this testimony assigned. Yea, this remark may not

only be of some different lot and service assigned to particu-

lar ages, but to particular churches also. 5. If we inquire

about this at the scripture, we shall find also some x^vi\2ixY-

Sihh. proportion, that the turning again of the church's cap-

tivity hath to her former bondage. Read Isa. xlix. 19, 20.

and Iv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 39. And you may see what an
ample restoration is there, which as with a measuring line

is made toans^.ver in breadth and length to her former ca-

lamity. We find Zioii's rejoicing, when her time of re-

freshment comesfrom the presence of the Lord, must reach

all her mourners, and be as universal as once the cause of

lamentation vt'as. ha. Ixvi. 10. Is it not such an hour
sometime with the church, that a refreshing report is no
where to be heard, but the tidings of the next day add
more grief to d^.e former day's sorrow ? Yet hath not such
a time quickly followed, wherein the church might say.

The Lord hath increased her greatness, and comforted her

oil e'very side ! And hath had a spring and revising upon
the return ofthe sun, as universal, as her decay and with-

ering once was through the dead winter. Isa. li. 3. And
truly, whilst we consider tlie time in which we arc now
fallen, how the church cf Christ is every where low, and in

a most languishing condition, Antichristianism now upon
a formidable growth, as ifthere were an universal conspir-

acy to return again to Babylon, and if we will hiquire

hereabout at the scripture, as we see this sad decay, we may
thence conclude a certain delivery : Yea, that even by a
day of i}engeance the Lord can bring about the year of his

redeemed, I humbly think, we may with a safe scripture
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warrant judge, that so universal a decay, such a great over-

spreading ofdarkness over tiie reformed elairches through

the whole work!, may give us ground to believe such a

breaking out also of the gospel, and oUbe hwivlcdge of the

^

Lord, tiiat siiall be of as large extent, evtn to the filling of
the earth thcreivith, as the waters cover the sea. It will

not be a particular shower and sunshine of refreshing influ-

ences on some c'lurch. It will not be the remising of the

wt?;-/!' c.)/'Gr<'/ in the nations, I must think, will answer so
broad a cloud, and so universal a vastation and lamenta-

tion through the whole churches of Christ. But we may
according to the scripture look on this as a part of the last

and most remarkable assault, that the church universal

shall have from antichrist, before that full stroke on the

seat ofthe beast ; yea, that this is a very promising fore-

runner thereof. For when this party seems now to get up,
and begins to move war, we have sure ground to believe

his further falling thereby, and that every new assault

which that grand adversary makes upon the cluirch ; shall

so far put forward i^er interest, and hasten bis own ruin.

Blessed are thej^ wiio are helped in this dark hour to ivatch

and lUi?// until the -u/^/ot breakout, for it v. ill assuredly

speak in the appointed time.

2. These short breathings of the church, now under the
New Testament, may seem also strange, that we see her
sunsh.ine so quickly darkened Vvdth clouds, and followed
with shov^-ers ; that any lucid interval she enjoys, wsnts
not long a new storm. We see this very clear, what hath
been the usual lot of the church uniiacrsal through all the

times of the gospel, how sore tossed and overclouded, her
rest of short con.tinuance : and as to particular ch.urches,

is it not a small period of time, wiiich usethto be betwixt
one assault and anotlier ?- So that the y draw but a little

their breath for some new trial. I confess tiiis would be
puzzHng, if sucli a piece of di\ine providence Ave sliould

essay to unriddle without the scripture ; but we have the
word near us, wliere we may see the fate and condition of
the church under tlie gospel, the most remarkable steps in

her way, those sh-rp assaults and short breathings she was
to expect, most clearly foretold and held forth

;
yea by con-

suhing this blessed record, we will find these : 1. That a
more contiii7ied ^nd fixed rest, than that which may be
seen hitherto in the cb.urch's conc'ition, could not well be
reconciled with the scripture. There was indeed a great

breathing, a most remarkable cessation under Co?isinnti7.e''s

reign, after a s*orm of some ages continuance ; but O how
short ! And it is said, Rcd. viii. 1 , There was silence in
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hea'd'enfor half mi hour. I would iicre offer some remarks
about the way of the Lord in this. (1.) That the cross arid

much affliction, we find, have a more pecuHar respect to

the dispensation of the gospel^ than the times of the latv :

and this is specially suited thereto, To go through many
tribulations. , it is very consentaneous to a greater manifes-

tation oi' grace under the New Testament, that greater and
more frequent trials for its exercise should also be let forth.

(2.) We find, such sore and usual assaults are not only

suited to the most excellent condition of tlie church In re-

gard of spiritual privilc9;es, but do often befal the most ex-

cellent oi the saints. Read Heb. xi. 32. (3.) This re-

mark useth not to fail, how every particular church, besides

these ordinary changes and tossings in her lot, hath 'also

some more solemn remarkable trials and .some great as-

sault beyond others, and accordingly hath some more sin-

gular breathings and sun blinks suited thereto. (4.) We
Cfinnot find any ^uch calm and breatliing, which hath not

been very short, if we turn back and trace the history of the

church informer times, biit the clouds ha've returnedquick-

ly after the rain ; yea, \vc may observe how the most ex-

cellent princes and magistrates, under whom the church
hath ha^.l some sweet repose, have been oft in a very short

time taken away, and have but lived a few years. 2. If

we wonder at such a piece of the Lord's way, why his

church is thus tossed, doth not the scripture shew what
7.'':'£'r/she hath to he emptiedfrom vessel to 'vessel; along
calm being no less her hazard, than a sharp storm ; and
more cause oft to watch over her outward rest, than weep
over her trouble and tossings. Oh how oft hath the

church lost more by a kw years peace, than a long contin-

ued war ! yea, the necessity of a sharp winter, for her re-

cover}'-, hath been so discernible ere it came, that if it were
not for the downbearing of truth, and shaking of the faith

of the saints, the continuance thereof might be almost
wished as her advantage, at least is to be quietly submitted
unto. 3. Doth not the scripture also witness that contm-
ued lasting quarrel, which is betwixt the ivorld and the

church, anel is perpetuated fi-om generation to generation,

that time cannot wear it out ; so that if she had not so great

a party for her, and an immediate support from heaven, we
might find more cause to wonder she yet breathes, than to

ask why her i:)reathings are so short, when there is so great

a power against her ? O if the church had not this to an-

swer all the messengers of the fiations, about her security,

That the Lord hath founded Zion, sure that longbreath.ing

design for so many ages should at last have taken place,
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even to the razing of her foundation. 4. It is clear the

most sm'^ul-^r fcUo%\)ship y and free access thereinto, with

Jesus Christ on the earth, is by the cross, and in that \\ay

witnessed ; that it must be said, if such afiiicting times did

not oft return upon his people, there would be a shut door
betwixt the church and a large part of the bible, both as to

its meaning, and as to its full breasts of coiasolation. Are
tliere not most sweet refreshing truths there, which the

godly cannot reach so near and fteling a converse with, in

an outward calm, as under some sliarpest wrestlings ! O
what an excellent commentary hath a suffering time given

upon these, beyond all that ever was written, on such a
truth of the scripture, Persecuted, but not forsaken, cast

dvwn, but not destroyed, as sorroiifid, yet ahvays rejoicing.

And thus, w^e see how in our stumbling at such a provi-

dence, we err not knowing the scriptures, and mistake our
own mercies. 5. Whilst we see those siiort intervals

which have so usually been under tlie New Testament, be-

twixt one trial of the church and another, and the cause
thereofso clear from tlie word ; let us also consider what
warrant there is yet to expect, before the end a more solemn

and remarkable time of the church''s cidargement ; that not

only shall be very universal in its extent, but a more lasting

and continued rest frojn the violence of the world, than

hath formerly been : which I humbly judge, on clear scrip-

ture grounds, we are to believe upon the coming of that full

stroke on Babylon, and those solemn espousals of the Jew-
ish church to Christ, Avhich seems to be the most remark-
able period of that time apix)inted for the church's reign.

And though this will not want some sharp trials, and a mix-
ture of outward trouble, yet we find no ground from the

scripture, after the discussing of Antichrist imd the throw-
ing down of the Turkish empire, for any remarkable inter-

ruption and overclouding, or that the church shall have any
great assault until that final gathering of the world and her
forces together, to the last battle of the Lamb.

3. Is not this a strange rem-ark likewise, which is so
usual a complaint through the church, that widi a greater in-

crease of light and knowledge, there is seen a visible wear-
ing out oflife andpower ; and now in these more knowing
times, there shoukl be so much ground to say, tenderness
and the serious exercise ofgodliness is inoreworn out, and
in a further decay, than in the times of greater ignorance :

let us but look through the reformed cb.urches at tins day,
and then turn home to ourselves, and we shall find this re-
mark too sadly verified ; how after a great increase of
knowledge, the truths of God in sucli a measure cleared
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beyond former ages, it may be said, Oh whither is the Ufe

and power of godliness gone, and Uiat fervour which once
so convincingly appeared in following the Lord. We
know, there is a sweet agreement betwixt the christian's

light and life, which have a mutual subserviency to each
other, and j-et to sec so sad ajar this day, and so little pro-

portion the one hath to the other, may put us with astonish-

ment to a serious inquiry thereabout ; but the scripture is

clear and makes it plain if we will consider, 1. That there
is a lime of a people's espousals to the Lord, and then the

kindness of their youth and a remarkable time ofloDe is seen.

jfer. xxi. 2. when their aiTection will be aloft after him ;

yea, Such a solemn period of the church's condition may
be seen, when it hath not reached that light and knowledge,
as after : but do we not also find, Iww rare it is for a peo-
ple, to hold up at that rate and measure in theij- life and
love, which at such times hath appeared, whatever advance
there may be as to light : thence we find the church's hold-

ing up with the name and profession of godliness, Re'ij. iii.

2. when very sore spent in her life ; yea, this decay oft up-
on such an insensible growth, that it ^vill be hard to get

such convinced thereof, and remember ivhence they are

fallen. 2. If we will ask at the scripture, it will also shew
that judicial tendency, which light not impron}ed\rc\\\\ to a
further hardening ; how under the gospel men may be
made deaf with hearing. Forjudgment ami come ifito the

iDorkU saith Christ, Joh. ix. 39, which hath that eftect,

that those who sec should be made blind. Light is surely

one of the greatest talents of the church, and brings with it

either a remarkable gain, or loss ; nothing sodreadful as

this, when it is abused. O at vvliat a rate doth it run down
and stupify the conscience ! that thus men are not only

more dt adened, but become the more dead and blind that

they were once enlightened. 3. May we not thence know
how this is one of the devil''s greatest engines he makes use

of, to turn men's light against their life and tenderness, ev-

en to incite them, from that excellent discovery of the

grace of Gad, unto Toantonness. Jude 4. and thus essay an
agreement betuoixt light and darJmess. O what a dreadful

poison must that be, which can imbitter so excellent a
Stream, and turn so choice and quickening a mean of our
spiritualliff, to be destructive thereto ! that we see knowl-
edge, whose true and native tendency is to humble and
abase, being thus impoisoned does work the contrary ef-

fect, even X.Q swell \\\t\\ and puffthem up ; to oppose those

gifts against the churcli, lAhich are given of the Lord for its

edification, and for defence of the gospel I Thus we find it
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felear, when light hath made a farther advance in the

church, the devil is there at vvurk to destroy loi^e^ by many
bitter, contentious debates, where the interest may be oft

seen more personal, to wit, men's repute and credit, thari

the interest of God and his truth. I am far from any in-

tended reflection on that grave and necessary duty of ap-
pearing in defence of the trudi, and men's stating them-
selves in opposition to those who are its adversaries ; a
quarrel, wherein they should know neither friend nor
brother : for this is to stand in the breach, when it is as-

saulted, to contend for the faith. O blessed contention,

where such with that excellent man Melanchton can say,

Non queer gloriam propriatn, sed njeritatem. Though
this is a very sad and threatening symptom that ?iight is

coming on a church wliere the light shines, but the heat

and warming influence thereof is gone ; yet here is a riddle,

we find the scripture does u'onderfully unfold, h.ow the

Lord makes things bring forth contrary eflFccts, and causes
a remarkable cojisiimption, that seems to reach the church
in her inward and vital parts, resolve in an oiierfio\mng ivit'b

righteousness^ Is. x. 22, yea, thus lets us sec a people so
far spent in life and spirituality, that the things which 're-

main are ready to die, whilst even there, the Lord is

pursuing their recovery. It is herein he makes his gi ace
marvellous, to order his people's raising to be from so lo\v

a step of their condition, and cause his church when
brought to a small renmant to take^^ root doivnward^ and
bringforthfruit upward. Is. xxxvii. 31. It would seem'
a strange connection, but not strange to the grace of God,
Ps. cii. that the time of bis faiiowing Zion, e^ven that set

time, should find her in a heap of stojies and rubbish ; yea,
that a reviving and the breaking out of her day begins there

with the weeping ofher friends over her ruins. I shall fur-

ther add, with respect to the p^-esent time, we may believe
on very sure grounds, that godliness and the power thereof
will yet break out in the world, though it were at the lov/-

est ebb, yea, a& at its last breathing ; that little spark now
under ashes must assuredly revive and blow up to a flame ;

yea, send forth its heat to warm the nations ; for on solid

grounds we may thus reason, ifsuch a deathlike decay had
a respect only to some particular church, and if this with-
ering, abatement and languishing of the exercise of grace,

were confined but to a corner, it might be a sad presage,
that their sun, when so far declined and gone down, were
near to the setting : but since this seems to be a consump-
tion o'ver the whole earth, a matter of lamentation and a
spreading complaint, through the whole reformed church,
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we may look on it as a very promising ground of confidence
and hope of a recovery, for if that be sure, the church uni^
versal Cixnnol die under such a disease, it is also sure, this

sickness is not unto death ; yea, so remarkable an opposition
to the paiver of godliness as is this day througli the world,
we mayjudge a very refreshing presage of some, more uni-
versal out breaking of the same, wherein God will be seen
by some blessed surprisal in a very immediate way : for

there is hope of this tt ee^ which in a special way he had
himself planted, that it shall grow ^ though now cut down,
by the scent afwaters ^ even by the river, the streams where-
ofmake glad the city of God ; which can in old age cause
her to bringforth fruit. O what life is thtre in tlie church
of Christ, when it seems to be buried ! for she is in the
root, that cannot dr>' up ; and lierein must his promise and
hi^ people's praise meet, that her dry bones shallflourish
as a green herb, there can be now no less appearance of
this, than at that time when the Lord turned again the cap-
iimty^ of his people, v^'hieh was so little expected, Ps„
cxxvi. tliat they knew not whether it was a dream, or reaL
It may indeed be a very humbling discovery, that we
must say, our nan is of oursehes ; yet must it not ruin our
hiope, since in these great things which the Lord hath
done for the church, the greatness of his power hath
not been more clearly witnessed, than the freedom and
sovereignty of his grace, that men may see, this is the
Lord''s doing, and should be mar'uellous in their eyes.

4. May it not seem strange, and be matter of astonisli-

mcnt. that tlie great men of the earth, and such who sit in

th^ place ofjudgment, are usually found to be greatest ad-^

"jcrsaries to ihti church ; yea, it is too well knovi^n, that

magistracy (so excellent an ordinance of God) liath been
so far perverted, that even under the christian magistrate
the cimrch of Christ hath suffered more since first breaking
out, than from any other quarter, this indeed may seem
marvellous ; I do not deny, there have been great men in

the world, who have no less outshined others in fervour
and zeal for truth, than in their place and quality. But
oh we may say, an age brings forth few such ; and that

which Scd-vian says of his time, hath been a true remark
in most a'^es ofthe world, and too frequently seen, that the

contempt upon religion by those who were in greatest

power had this effect, IJt mali cogantur esse, ne viles habe-
antur. I confess this may cause wonder, (if we consider
forv.'hatend the great lawgiver hath designed that ordi-

nance) how men should so far counteract his interest, from
whom tl:*ey derive their power, and for being subservient
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tlieretohave received it : sure the doctrine ofthe church of

Christ can give no ground ofquarrel, and it is strange these

should expect from others homage and subjection, who turn

the seat ofjudgment to be a grieiwus yoke, and deny their

subjection so avowedly to the great judge. O l.ow sad is it,

that none are oft such a terror to the godly ^ such a support
to e'vil doers, as magistrates, and the great men ofthe world
so usually found to be the greatest examples of wicked-
ness ! This should indeed be matter of lamentation, yea,

that those are oft times advanced, who have nothing to

commend them, but some advance beyond others in a

higher measure ofimpiety. But we must go to the scrip-

ture, and there inquire which will shew, (1.) That it is not
strange, though iniquity have a throne, under \^'ho8e

shadow mischief may not only shelter, but come that

length to be framed into a law. Fsai. %civ. 20. yea, it

must not be strange, that the ad'versaries of the truth be
among the chief of the time ; which complaint we find.

Lam. I. 5. The world is not yet cured of that madness^
of which the prophet speaks with amazement, Psal. ii. 1.

"jjhy the kings and rulers of the earth should attempt a vain
thing, to ruin the church, and make his decree void, who
by his word created the world. We may see, it is not of
/a ?<? the servants of Christ have been convened before ru-

lers in defence of the truth, and have suffered by the law,

W'here the crime was, their adherence to the express com-
mand of the great lawgiver. Luke xxi. 12. It is also clear,

the kings of the earth for many ages have, amidst all their

private differences, ivith one consent agreed to make war
with the lamb, and give their strength for upholding anti-

christ ; yet is this nothing else, biit what the scripture

hath foretold. Rev. xvii. It was written of an excellent

man in the days oiPhocas, that after some humble expos-
tulating with the Lord, why he set up so vile a wretch in

the higliest place of power, that he had this return, quia non
inveni pcjorem. Herein is the way of the Lord unspotted,
how sad soever it be in itself, that those who should exe-
cute judgynentfor the oppressed, are in his holy displeasure

made the executioners of hisjudgments on men, and shew
themselves the greatest oppressors. (2.) If this be strange

to us, do not the scriptures prevent our stumbling, by a most
sweet and choice antidote, that when we see the oppression

of the poor, and such a wrathful aspect rulers usually have
on the church of God, we should not marvel, or be much
moved thereat, even when wc see those whom death hath
plucked away, and with shatne rolled in the grave, still re-

turn with the same resemblance iu their successors, and



• 1 56 ne fiilfill'mg of the Scripture.

piety in all ages run down by power. For it is written,

that he who is higher than the highest doth regard the same.
Eccl. V. 8. O how far are they below God, yea, infinitely

below him, who are highest among men ! hath not their vi-

olenee and oppression of the church him for a witfiess^

whom they must also have iox:^ judge? And the further

they seem raised above human reach, they lie more near
to some immediate stroke of a divine hand ; that when
there is no reprover on earth, none there to give their

cruelty against the church a check, he sits in hea'ven, who
laughs them to scorn; which they shall find to be sad earn-

est, when he speaks to them in his lurath, and liexes them
in his sore displeasure. (3.) Does not the scripture witness
the Lord's blessed design in this, to make his church
thri'ue another way, when she is destitute of the help and
countenance ofcivil authority, and thus lead her in to hiniy

ivho hath the key of David, that opens and none can shut,

unto him who is a known refugefor the oppressed? It is

here he declares himself to be God, and the greatness of his
power who can keep her alive, and preserve his interest in

a destroying flame, and under a cruel oppressing magis-
trate ; jea, thus cause her to flourish in his days, and have
peace iri his reign, even under the grievous reign of her
adversaries. Do we not likewise find (Neh. ix. ^^.') the

church's distress there and oppression from her rulers,

makes them resolve in a more near tie and conjunction

with God ? which is seen in the last verse, And because of
this we make a sure covenant, ^c. Q blessed violence and
oppression, that lands here, where the storm drives to such
an anchor, as a further cleaving to the Lord, and surrender

of themselves to him ! (4.) As the scripture prevents

men's stumbling at this ordinary suffering of the church
imder magistracy, it does also witness the ZorJ'^ contend-

ing very remarkably against these on such an account

;

and clearly sheweth, that no human greatness can secure

from him, who cuts offthe spirit of princes, and is terrible

to the kings of the earth ; consider Psal. ii. 9. and xciii. 4.

It is here we may read the cause ofthe changes ofkingdoms
and states, that are so frequent in the world. Whatever
influence personal interests seem to haye, there is a holy
revenging God, and his arm made bare therein upon the

quarrel of his church, that he may recompense tribulation to

those ivho have troubled her. None needs wonder, that

flourishing states are broken in such a quarrel ; to see the

supreme head of the church fthat in all things he may have
the preemijiencej wound the head over ma?iy countries, and
rule the tuitions with an iron rod^ yea, turn great men out of
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.their grandeur and authority, and throw them down : for

the cause is obvious, they keep no bounds and marches,
with the kingdom ofJesus Christ, but will be over him and
invade his interest, until he who must reign, and have all

dominion and power subjected to him, carry that war back
upon themselves, and stand up against such evil neigh-

bours, for his own right ; for which he will strike through
kings in the day of his •wrath^ yea, pursue the race and
seed of sucli oppressors, the father and the children, as a
standing quarrel from gene ration to generation. 5. It is

sure, corrupt magistracy is one of the great jdagiies of
God on the world ; wlierein his unspotted righteousness,

and the provoking cause from men, may be seen in the

scripture ; tliat ^'.hen such will throw off his yoke, and
quarrel widi his authority, in subj( ction to which their lib-

erty lies, they should have one more griewus, and unsuf-
ferable, wreathed on them, and be delivered up to the

hands of such cruel exactors. I must here say, the Lord
does visibly contend, by such a stroke, with that exces-

sive flattery and respect tlie nations gives their rulers, that

^//W obedience they give, contrary to the express will of
the Lawgiver, by a willing following ofthe commandment

;

and tiais V. rites xh2il sin on ihi^ir judgment ^ that the hand
oiinen slioukl be heavy and sore on^ their own interests,

wfio^ «an so easily comply with their oppression of the

church i.nd invading the interests of God. But here is no
intended rt flection on that divine oixlinance of magistracy,
whereon his image is so visibly impressed ; though in all

ages there hath been sad cause to bewail the abuse of so
great a trust and power, and to see it so destructive to tlie

end for which it is designed.

5. This also seems strange and is a very shaking thing,

to see some oi greatest repute and eminency in the churchy
who have been singularly useful to engage otiiers in the

way of the Lord, change their principles nviththe time, and
turn at last in opposition thereto ; yea, make it their work
to cast down what once with great zeal they seemed to

build ; I confess, this may give sad ground of stumbling,
and nothing atheism takes more advantage of, to question
the truth of all religion, whether there be any thing further

than a human interest in it, when men's light in the mat-
ters ofGod and the doctrine of ministers are found so
cross to themselves with the changes ofthe time. Blessed
are they ivho are not offeiuied at Christ because of this ;

but let us consult the scripture, and then instead of being
shaken or confounded we shall find this such a special

confirmation of the truth, that if it were not thus, men might
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rather question the same. For, (1.) Such a shaking trial,

is clesiriy foretold, from cross tides oidoctrme^ that should
be within the church, Eph. iv. 14. yea, a warning given
of those who handle the ixiord dcceitfidly , 2 Cor. iv. 2. by
accommodating it to their private interest and design, and
a corrupt apphcation thereof : for when men do once es-

tablish the coiiclusion before the premises, for comphance
with a sinful course, they are then at work to i^rest the

scripture by misapplying it, 2 Pet. iii. which is indeed to

oppose the truth against itself, and suit it to their bias,

tliat they may salve such a visible opposition betwixt them
nnd themselves in their way and practice. And thus what-
ever//2ir sheiM they make in the j^esh^ they expose the
word, and their parts and abilities in handling of it, to sale^

(O an accursed sale and merchandize !) Now if this seem
strange and be stumbling, that amongst the dispensers of
the mysteries of God, and of greatest repute in the church,
such should be found, read 2 Cor. ii. 17. and you will

there see the cause why many corrupt the ivord, because
they are not in sinccnty and as in the sight of God therein,

which is absolutely required to qualify a faithful minister of
Christ. Oh ! the want of that candour and uprightness of
heart is a worm, which lies hid at the root of all their other

parts, and as a dead corrupting fly in so excellent a box of
ointment. Thus we may see, this is so far from being a
cause of stumbling at the truth, that it does most con-
vincingly fulfil and verify the same. (2.) When we
have so sad a discovery in the church, have we not this an-

tidote likewise from the scripture, not to be shaken or mov-
ed thereat, Heh. xiii. 9. But that we study to know and be

persuaded of the truth, that they quiet and support the

soul, though we should be left alone in following duty. The
testimony ofGod is sure, and immoveable ; and he is true.,

though all men shouldbe liars. We must have the persons

of none m admiration which hath so usual a tendency to

bribe the judgment, and betray the truth : but though an
Cipostle or an angelfrom hetviien should come to oppose the

scripture of God, we ought in so far to let him be accursed.

(3.) Here also is the holy counsel and design of the Lord
made known, that those nuho are approved may be made
manifest ; and such have an opportunity to discover them-
selves, zu/'o turn aside to crooked paths, and tread in the

dark to the prejudice of the truth. Ps. cxxv. 5. Tiiey
may dig very deep to hide tlieir opposition to God, not on-

ly from others, but even from themselves : but providence
herein hath a deeper reach, and ensnares them in the 'work

ef their own hands ; yea, doth thus bring them forth with
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the imrkers ofiniquity ^ and as his greatest adversaries, wha
wound and betray his interest under that mask, and dis-

guise of a friend, this is indeed a preventing mercy to the

church, whose hurt and hazard hath been more from those

who walk under a cover than any other party ; and here is

the counsel ofthe Lord shewed, that when a piercing trial

comes, which will go through the soul like a sword, the,

thoughts of marry hearts may be then discovered. There
is a falling in ofmany with the church under a calm, who
must fall o/*with a storm. It is strange, to think how
small the first entry of a further declining will be, wheit
once there is a tendency and bias that way, how hard is it

to join in a familiar correspondence with the adversaries oi"

the truth without joining in some measure with their way ;

yea, it is seen, these usually are more ensnared, than the

adverse party by any such tampering are bettered. It is a

sad truth, which is said of Ephraim^ strangers deiiourcd

his strength, yet he knew it not. Hos. vii. 8. It is no won-
der when men come the length Q>i detaining the truth in

unrighteousness, and withstand the giving of a testimony
thereto when called, that the next step be, some appearance
against It. (4.) Is it not clear from the scripture, that the

righteous God, doth thus rain snares on men ? yta, this is

one of the ivoes the world is unHer because oi offences ; for

the fall and turning aside of such is a sad stroke on others,

whilst they used not to fall alone when those become a
stumbling block'nohose lips shouldpreserve knowledge, whom
the people are to consult concerning the laiv, and tlius be
the greatest cause of offence themselves, whose w-ork is ta
strengthen and confirm others. O w hat a sore plague is

this on a poor church, when it is lo\v, to break her further,

and make her distemper grow. We may truly say, it is

more threatening than sword, famine or pestilence, against

a nation. It is a strange ground, which is given of the .de-

parture ohhostfrom thefaith, who were once in repute
ofthe church, yea, of the breaking out of antichrist m the
world, 2 Thes. ii. 12. that it w^as to punish them ivho believ-

ed not the truth, and would not embrace the same ; O it is

a sad and dreadful time to live in. where such ofItnce:i

abound ! for it clearly shews a judicially plaguing time up-
on the church, ^idsome great abuse of the gospel which
hath gone before. (5.) When this seems strange to U3.

should we not learn to adore and justify him, who thus
stains the pride ofallflesh and will silence the corfidtnce or
boasting ofinstruments, that the church may know where
her strength lies, this is a remark, though sad, w hich seldom
foils, that the greatest endowments and sifts, wb.erc nien
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are swelled and lifted up therewith, have a more easy and
native bias against the truth, than for it, and threatens the
church's hazard, more than any advantage the exercise of
these gifts can promise ; and the greater repute men walk
under, where humility keeps not low, lays them the more
near some humbling stroke, to bring them low, ere they go
offthe stace, that noflesh may glory m his presence, 1 Cor.

1. 26. We must say, the greatest heroes m the church of
Christ, who have sliined, even to their setting, most bright-

ly, have been also the most ^z^wz;^/^. (6.) As it is clear^

there is nojar betwixt the scripture and this, but it is so great-

a confirmation thert'of, that it should further strengthen and
establish us in the way of the Lord (for the falling off of
such from the truth is a trial most expressly foretold, and a
convincinjy^ witness to the truth ofthe scripture) so this alsa

must be granted, that there are ministers and 'watchmen in

the church of Christ, in all ages, {ound faithful to their

master''s interest, wlio have been not only heli>ed to confess-

the truth, and deli'derthe counsel of God to the world, but
to witness their adherence to and persuasion of it by suffer-

ing. O can the world debate this, that such in the worst
of times are found to drive a treaty ofreconciliation betwixt

Christ and sinners, wdio are in earnest, and have a weight
of that work on them, without resf^ct to outward encour-
agement ? O happy servants of so great a master who con-

sider that they shine with borrowed light, and derive all

from him, whether as to grace or gifts, that therein they

may return to him again, by a faithful improvement of their

talent ; who reckon they cannot be low, where he is exal-

ted ; they cannot lose w here the gain is his ; but in this

doth rejoice, to see him increase, and his kingdom on an ad-

vance, though they decrease, and be darkened with the

brightness of his rising !

6. I know this is an astonishing thing, which many pre-

tend a cause for stumbling, to see how some ha'ue walked,

and at what arate, under a profession ofgodliness, j^nd for
so long a time have had the appearance of being serious and-

tender, yea, have thus personated the walk of a christian,

whom an after discovery hath proved, not^ in some partic-

ular only, but in tlie main interest of religion, to be %mth^

out reality andtnah. This m:iy indeed seem: strange, and
be cause of wonder, that nion having the use of reason

should be at so sore a toil, to hold up a form of godliness,

and the external exercise of christian duties, only for a

form, who might with another kind of focility and unspeak-

able pleasure have reached both the shadow and the sub-

stance, by being truly serious : and it is sure, if §uch get
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not the impression of a Deity raised out of the soul

(which is impossible) tliere must be sometimes terror iu

their approach to God ; though not in any secret retire-

ments, (for this should be a piece of their torment, to corne

so near their conscience, and be alone with it, lest it flee in

their face) yet with others, when such a witness they have
'v\'ithin, that it is their deliberate work, to decehe at once,

the great CxOD, their generation, and their own soul! But
oh this is not more iitrange, than true

;
yea, many such

pretenders are, and will be, witliin tiie pale of the visible,

church. And is there not a dhaine hand marvellously oil

se('n in residing that vjily and brmging thoseforth to the

light, in such a way ati may witness tiiat tliis is from tl>e

Lord ! Now there is no ground of challenge or reflection

here, on his holy and unspotted way, or the reality of god-
liness, ifwe will but seriously inquire at the scripture ;

-where we have this U.) Qxpvcss\yforeto/dy tliat men should
-v^^w aform of godliness, and dtnij the poiver thereof 1 Tim.
iii. 5. profess to know God, hdiw^ ab-omiiiable, disobedient,

and %mto every good ivork reprobate. Tit. i. 16. Yea,
wiil come in sheep 'j dothing, yet be ravenous ivohes ! Have
not some of the church's sharpest trials been in such a >vay

usliered in, ^--ven under a false shew? and have not the

most cruel -persecutoi-s entered the stage as friends: you
know how the man of sin did first step in ; was he not thus
masked ? and- is rK>t the scripture clear, that to seek a
churoh free of such a mixture out of heaven, is to seek that

which we will never find, for it is there only 710 wicl'jrui

thing can enter. (2.) Docs not this blessed record of the
-scripture shew, with what singidar art and advantage such
inay act that part, and with fehu inquire, if the man^s heart
be right, whilst his -own is mostfalse ; what a strange con-
fidence will these have, who glory in appearance, andnot in

heart ? Will they not cry imto God, and make mention of
him, but not in truth. Isa. xlviii. Yea, should we wonder,
though such be found, who can mask their private inter-

est with such an appearance, even whilst they seek a rule
for their religion out oi^ Machiavel, but not out of the
bible ! (3.) If the length that these may come, seem
strange, will you consult the scripture, which goes as great
sihn^thmhs discovery, and you will know how deep it

-works, sometimes not at an ordinary I'ate, but they will in-

vite the world to see their zealfor God, who dare not en-
dure the view of their own conscience. Therein you may
find an apostle, and one ofthe twtlvi^, and yet a dcvd. To
witness this, should be no reflection on the church of
Christ, though an eminent minister^thereGf be found rotten

w



162 The Fulfilling of the Scripture.

and unsound, who hath made a great shexu in the fiesh^

(4.) Does the scripture allovj ty^ flatter any in such a way ?

You cannot there have one line for its encouragement : but
whilst human law does not reach this, divine law most se-

verely threatens, Job viii. 13. &c. Matth. vii. 15. &c.
And there you may see it in its own colour, how horrid a
thing it is, which the more near it does approach religion

(that is so excellent and lovely in itself) this false shew
thereof is the more hateful and loathsome. Yea, even those
who comply with it in tbemsehes, are made to loathe it in

others^ which is in the highest measure a falsehood and
lie, because a lying to the God of truth. (5.) You cannot
challenge the C/6z/rc/6and followers of Jesus Christ, that by
them any such thing is owned or justified : but it may be
seen, what an offence and ivound such a discovery will

prove, to these. It is indeed a cause of grief, but no cause
of reflection on the truth of God : for in so far this is veri-

fied, they went outfrom us^ because they were not of us^ 1

yo/6. ii. 29. (6.) \%x\Ql\}^'dX horrid and black roll Wi^wXioxi-

ed by tlie apostle, 1 Tim. ii. 3. clasped as it were betwixt

these two, a form cf godVmess^ but denying the power
thereof? It is not strange, when religion is attended with

much powerm a place, that hypocrisy is found there also :

but it is clear, what remarkable discoveries have been made
thereof, that seldom such who have most industriously

studied that accursed art, have gone to the grave under this

cover ; though I deny not but some may. I must further

add, that some special incitement and concurrence of the

dcudis here oft very manifest and his power as remarkably

put forth, as in any lust qfithefiesh, to put some forward

on such a design ; yea, even may be subservient to them
in the exercise of common gifts, tliat may deceive for

the time very discerning christians. I cannot question

tliG truth of this, having ground to instance such,

who have been in an express covenant with Satan^ and
- have after acknowledged his help and assistance, for

thtir dexterous managing so dreadful a design : if you
think this strange, you may consider, that tlie devil

himself is transformed to an angel of light. Biit_ it is

well, the grossest oefilement of men can no ways stain re-

ligion, and the way ofthe Lord, which is pure and undefiled.

7. Those sad 7(77.? and ^/tj/^/'w/^, which are so frt qucnt

. in the church of Christ, may seem very strange, and be the

cause of stumbling and oHencc to many ; that whilst the

'jUf;/7r/isatsuch an agn ement, and of one mind to oppose

the truth, those are oft l(3imd at war, most bitterly contend-

,,ins amongst themselves, t\ en lliosc \\\\o should stand in
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the breachy for the truth and in defence of the gospel,

the fe/iow serijants at strife and smiting one another, when
they should be striding together about iheir Master''s ivork»

I confess, this is sad, and is a rock whereon many have

split ; ofwhich they have made that use to a further Iieight-

ening of their prejudice against the truth : yea, it is strange

that this destroying plague doth so observably attend any
peace or calm, that the church hath in her outward con-
dition. But there is no cause for such stumbling ; ifwc
will allow it some serious thoughts, it may rather help to

fix and establish us in the way of the Lord, and instead of
being a poison, may be an effectual antidote against the

same, I mean the atheism of the time, which pretends so
great an advantage from this. For the scripture is clear,

1. Though it is a sore stroke on the church, and the most
sad departure ofGod from a people,which we have upon di-

vine record, we find usually attends them in such a torn and
divided case ; yea, though in all the records of after times,

this may be traced in the breaking out of a judgment, as a
very immediate forerunner thereof

;
yet^ ha'DS nve no war-

rant to expect the church militant shall be in that condition

in which there shall be ?io such discord and breach. No,
that is heai^n, and it is there only that perfect peace and
concord will be found ; read, 1 Cor, i. 10. JRom. xv. 5.

And what an early trial was this to the church, which did

occasion that grave and solemn meeting of the apostles and
elders fActs xv.) to let us see how the Lord can serve him-
self of the greatest evil for the advantage of liis truth.

(2.) There is no cause of challenge here or reflecting on the

truth, whatever be on those who profess it, since the scrip-

ture shews that we know but in part, and prophesy in part,
and such a prevailing mixture of corruption, that soine -will

preach Christ out ofstrife and contention, not sincercly.PhiL
i. 15. Yea, whilst there are such diflerent sizes amongst the
saints, that those who ept not, are ready to judge them who
eat, and those who eat, are ready to despise him who caieth

not. (3.) If we consult the scripture, we shall find that

peace 2cc\A concord within the church, which is so excellent

in itself and desirable, must be severely qualified with a
respect to holiness. Heb. xii. 14. For else such an agree-
ment would not be the true peace of the church, but her
plague. And is not that wisdom, which is from abo've,

frst pure, and then peaceable ? It is sure, they are its best
friends, who have least latitude to lake or give in the in-

terest o^ truth ; but it is oft found, how such indirect tam-
perings {(yc peace, have in the judgment of the Lord caused
a further breach. There is no true jar betwixt the zeal
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d God, and rin ardent desire andendeavbtir fbr peacejlnit
what our corruption causeth. O this is a blessed peace
maker^ who can go the furthest length to yield in his own
tilings^ whether credit or priA'ate interest, yea, overlook
tlie most sharp personal reflections, to proniote that excel-

lent design ; but hath nothing to yield or quit upon his

master''s interest^ and can, resist, whosoever they be that

would prejudice tliis, cuen to theirface ! have ^^ e not that

heroic practice of the apostle ^Gf?/. ii. 5.) upon divine rec-

ord to this day ? to whom we gave p/ifce ?io notfor an hour,

that the truth of the gospel might continue with ijou- Is

not that also a special remark, that those who cause di'dision

in the churchy and were tiierefore to be noted (Rom. xvi.

XJ.')
it was those who didoppose the doctrine of the church ?

For it is men's falling off from the truth, which is indeed
the cause ofa schism^nd rent : but not their adherence to

It, though for this they should be men cf contention and
looked on as signs and wonders in the time. (4.) What-
ever adA-antage some may take to diallenge the way of the
Lord, from these breaches* 1 anv sure, they cannot deny,
there \s ^ fellowship and concord m the church of Christ

beyond any in the world. There is a co-nuumion of the

saints, even here, with one heart and mind ; yea, in such
a measure as may shew the world tliis is a bo?id that ex-
ceeds the most near and strait ties of natural relations.

Jlph. iv. 3. 16. and truly every jar and difference amongst
the followers of Christ, make not a breach.

8. 1 know, that this will seem strange and astonishing in

the way of the Lord, that when the church from her ad-

versaries without is oppressed and brought low, his hand
in a very immediate way also is so heavy, yea, seems more
sore upon his people, than the hand of men ; and does
even by some sad strokes in their pri\'ate interests, and
upon their persons, appear more remarkably against thcm^
than against any others. This may occasion great thoughts

of heart, when we consider that tenderness which the Lord
doth witness towards his people, that he stirs not up all his

wrath, nor wih lay upon them above that they can bear., but
stays his rough wind in the day ofthe cast wind, and hath
promised to be a sanctuary, and hiding place, when they
are scattered by men. Ezck. xi. IG. And with another
party the church might debate, yea, hold her own with her
greatest adversaries : But oh ! it is time to flee, and there
can be no standing, where tiie Almighty pursues. There
is then true cause of fear and terror, w hen he becomes his

people^s party ! Yet let us consult the scripture, that great

interpreter of providence, and of every step of the way and
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procedure of the Lord with his church ; and it will let us
see, C1-) That it is no strange case, or untrodden path,

but \\c may find the prophet, Jcr. xvii. 17. at such a
grievous cry^ Be not a terror to me^ thou art 7ny hope in

the eljil day . And had not the church the same cause of

complaint, Jer. xxx. 14, 16. that the Lord seemed to

li'ound her^vjitb the •mound of an enemy ^ and t/je stroke of
a cruel one. It \vas the appearance of this, that was a very
sad addition to her trial beyond any other thing, Is. Ixiii.

10. that they found the Lord turned to be their enemy., and
in art immediate way seem to fight against them. (2. ) Does
riot the scripture shew that the rod may have a dread-

ful appearance., andthf way of the L^n-d by some strang(i

and singular circumstances in dealing with his people may
be matter of amazement, when yet lie designs a further in-

crease of their grace ; yea, their tried., more than their

punishment ? This is indeed one of the deeps of provi-

dence, which we have discovered in Job i. and ii. how by
a divine permission Satan may very effectually concur in

a stroke on the church, or some particular christian, and
thus cause strange concurrence of bitter things, that in;

such a case the hand ofthe Lord would seem very terrible*

whilst he only minds his peoi:)le's trial : and it is clear, that

the fiery trial., mentioned by the apostle, 1 Pet. iv. 12*

may have such strange and singular circumstances, that the

godly will be at a question, if such did ever befal others^

and yet you. see it there held forth more as a ground of

j{)y, than of fear. O how deep, in afflicting times of the

church, may the plot and contrivance of the devil be I

which yet in the holy coiuisel of the Lord is oft forced to

run against its own bias, and to bring forth the very con*
trary effcxt ! (3.) If we understand the scripture, we may
there know, how the trial of the church hath its appointed
bounds, and measure ; yea, by some remarkable steps will

grow that length, and have such an advance, until it snr-

round them on all hands. Lam. ii. 22. Thou hast called

my terrors round about., as in a solemn day : Yet, when it

is so, we find it is not ivithmit cause., but may be needful

for the church and particular christians, to be in heaviness

through manifold temptations. 1 Pel^ i. 6. And tnily in

feuch an unusual coincidence and variety Of straits, the ten-

dency thereof is oft seen to be for as manifold use and ad'

'Damage, as the many afflicting ingredients in that trial

have been remarkable. (4.) We may also see fi-om the

scripture what an usual resemblance there is betwixt the

public lot of the church in suffering times, and the private

ease of the saints : how under some sad trial and departure
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of the Lord from his people, his dispensations are many
\\i2iy?>correct'roe ^ndjudicialy that do then reach them in all

their personal interests ; there is a bachJiding time, and a

day when judgment particularly points at the green tree^

which useth not to be a comforting time, that then Satan
is more observably /d-^ /ooj-f, to afflict, and few will miss
some touch of his hand. Read Lam. i. 2. where you find

the sword abroad de'uouring^ a time of public judgment,
and then it was at home also as death : and in v. 16. under
such sore afflicting strokes there is one further held forth,

that was most imbittering of all to the godly in that time,

that the comforter 'mho should relieiic their soul, ivasfar off'.

It is clear, nothing does more endear a mercy and make

,

it sweet, than the Lord's immediate appearance therein :

and nothing does more imbitter the rod, which put David
to that cry, Fsal. xxxix. Remove that strokefrom me, 1
am consumed by the bloiv of thine hand. (5.) Upon a se-

rious inquiry about this strange thing, may we not under-
stand the meaning thereof by the scripture, why in some
trials the Lord does thus shew himself his people's party,

and his hand more heavy on them than on others, "5?/?^/

there is some provoking cause, ivhereat these providences

clearly point ? When the godly are pursuing their ease and
satisfaction under the rod, more tlianto answer its design ;

when they are ready to take mortification and a humble
stooping under trouble for a couching underneath their bur-

den, it is not then strange though that sad ivo, Amos vi. 6.

do so far reach them, as thrir personal ^(7.?^ makes them
forget the affliction of Joseph. For thus the righteous

God, suits their stroke to the sin ; and keeps such a pro-

portion, that a light burden of the care of the church &\\ou\l\

make their care othervoise ?houx\A, and in their own things

press them with much trouble, when these go betwixt

them and the interest of Christ. There is a very unseen

cause oit, why many of the saints may be sick and some
fall asleep. Yea, this trutli must be fikewise verified,

there is a saving of things, by which we put them in fur-

ther hazard ; and a securing thereof, by a surrender to

the Lord. An immoderate fear of a stroke from men, to

the prejudice of present and necessary duty, may bring

with it some sad immediate strokes, in the displeasure of

the Lord, from his hand ; yea, that he should thus be-

reave his church of many choicest instruments by his very

immediate hand, to make it appear, the anger and jealousy

of the most high God is more to be dreaded, than the

wrath and violence of all our adversaries. But yet in the

t/o^^ of these judgments, even when a church may seena
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^uite consumed, and her strengdi worn out, have we not
there some ground of hope, that the Lord may prevent his

people's thoughts, by as marvellous, as immediate restor-

ing providences when he sees their power is gone, and
that there is none to help ? yea, is it not easy with him, and
like his way, to return and restore what the former years
haije taken aivay^ by the locust, and caterpiller, &c. which
he had sent amongst them ? Joel ii. 25.

9. There is a step of the holy providence of God and
his unspottedjudgment, which would also seem strange and
amazing, that which is inflicted upon the ^oz/Zand conscience

by an immediate stroke of judicial induration^ and is very
evident, oh how undeniably evident, and clear at this day I

that men under great liglit, somie special discoveries of
God, after known convictions and wrestlings ofconscience,
yea, after solemn engagements and their declared resolu-

tion to follow the Lord in his way, have yet come such a
length and degree in a deliberate resisting and opposing
themselves to him and his truth, without the least appear-
ance of a check or trouble ! I confess, this is one of the
;7?£2;;=Df//(?z/j things of God, and a very visible demonstra-
tion of his being, who hath such a dominion over the soul,

both in its hardening and softening : but no cause to stum-
hle hereat. It does truly call us to fear, and is a stroke that

may force on atheists the awful conviction of a deity; or
though it is not felt by those who are under the same, be-
cause the want of sense and feeling is a part of that disease,
yet all who look on (if they did not shut their own eyes)
may learn to know that this is the very iMork ofGod, and a
piece of hisjudgment which he makes knoivn in the earth.
But let us ask the scripture, and we shall find, instead of
any ground for stumbling, what a special confirmation this

should be ofthe truth : smce it is clear, (1.) How in this
the way of the Lord is holy and righteous, who is under no
debt, no obligation to the sons ofmen, Rom. ix. 18. but is

absolutely /r^^, to let forth grace to, or withhold it from,
whom he pleaseth. His blessed will being the alone rule
of righteousness, he comprehends the reason of all his
counsels and judgments, which are to us incomprehensi-
ble : yet does he so far condescend, to let men see, hi^
unspotted justice, as well as his sovereignty, in this shines
forth, that they who are unjust by a deliberate choice,
should be unjust still by a further arrest. Reii. xxii. and
those who will not hearken and imll have none of him„
should be delivered up to the lusts oftheir own heart. Ps.
htxxi. 1 L We see in what a measure Pharaoh was hard,
enedof the Lord) which was a plague worse than the oth-
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€r"tert : But we find, Exod. vi. 34. that Pharaoh harden-
ed his own heart ; and tluis was a stroke suited to such a

resolute resisting of hght. (2.) Does not the scripture

shew the marvellous conveyance of this judgmeat, /y. vi.

j6. how this sad sentence is more immediately passed on
the soul } yea, by those most singular means, the iMord aind

ordinances for enlivening, is it executed thereon ; men
preached deaf and dead, where others find life ; this

-is a stroke, that does not draw a bar betwixt tiiem and
external fellowship A\'ith the ordinances, but O it draws
im invisible bar betwixt them and the power and efficacy

thereof. It is a judgment that walks in the dark, and binds
where none can loose ; it killeth without a ery ;

yea, gives

men a death stroke when the pain of tiiat wound is not
felt. (3.) Do you not see how this strange judgnient is in

as great a height and measure hekl forth by the scripture,

-as you see it in any example before your eyes, \ki-dXmen will

be mad in their opposition to God^ even vviien he is most
remarkably opposing them ? such as Ahaz nho did tres-

pass the more, the more he was distressed, 2 Chron. xxviii.

•^2. Yea, such who with these men of Sodom would
igrope after the door, and persist in that ^vickedness When
<jod hath immediately smitten them with blindness for the

same. O what may be the next stroke, where men re-

^^w their assxmlt against God, after he hath once and again

^smitten them ; who, instead of repenting under his sore

piagiies, turn enraged to blasp/wme him, who hath power
'-over tlie same ! Is not that a strange degree of judicial in-

=duration. Acts vii. 57. tiiat wlien they saw the face of Ste-

,;phen shine, and looked steadfastly thereon, tliey did the?i

-run with ttiry against him ! Yea, it may be seen in all ages,

^hat such a length this judgment will come, to look on the

^=*fiost convincing extraordinaryjudgments ofGod on others,

-and yet not he moved therewith themselves ; that ii}hen

"kis hand is lifted up, they will not see : but the posterity

•take lip the same quarrel, and pursue it wherein tliey have
-seen their fathers fall, uncler the strike of an avenging God.
^^4.) We may also know from the scripture, how deep this

-judgment may dra-w in its dreadfid effects : what a judicial

arrest is thus strved on men, by which they are bound over

tD destntciian,x\x\(\ their hands made strong on them, as

that they can neither stir nor tnove , but as mak^ictors shut

np in jail, and -under fetters; which is not more evident

before the execution, than this arrest on their soul is by
jobduration before some further stroke. Thus they lie near

':siudden destruction, und a blow that is irrecoverable, who
bin'c hardened -th'niselTk;s -underfrequent reproo/l; {Pr&fi,

-
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xxix.) It is known, what Pharaolo's last rebuke was,
after he liad rejected many ; it stands upon pubhc record
to after ages. I shall add, is there not something of hell

here, and of those everlasting fetters, in some measure
made visible in the earth ? For where light and conviction

do resolve into rage and malice against the truth, nothing
can be more like hell, or have a more near resemblance to

die devil.

10. I shall add one instance more, which may seem al-

so strange, and a marvellous piece of the providence of
God, that the righteous should fall^ and ha'ue one e^uent

imth the wickedm a time ofjudgment ; whilst we see some
notoriousfor wickedness^ and their horrid actings in oppo-
sition to the church, go to the gra've in peace, as to any re-

markable stroke from the Lord upon them. I know, men
are ready to wonder hereat

;
yea, thence an atheist will infer,

things must fall out at an adventure. But O if these
would bring this to the scripture, and set it in the light ofthe
word ! they should there see how convincingly it is veri-

fied, and that there is nothing here which does not clearly

agree with that blessed record. For it shews, (1.) That
by no external providences, or any thing dispensed within
time, j^a, by no affliction obvious to sense, the way of the
Lord and his respects to his people can be judged, even
amidst the great variety of events, which here fall out

:

But we are in this obliged to adore God, whose judg-
ments are incomprehensible, when we see at the same
time a just man perish in his righteousness, and a wicked
man prolong his life in wickedness. Eccl. vii. 25. (2.) The
scripture gives us this return also about such a provi-
dence, why the sword de'uours both, and as Saul and Jona-
than fall together, that there the Lord does in a special

way differ betwixt one and another. Josiah died in
peace, as was promised, 2 Kings xxii. 20. yet befell upon
the high places of thefield, in the common judgment : But
he was then takenfrom the evil to come ; yea, thus was de-
livered, even by a stroke ofthe hot displeasure of God, on
others. It is not strange, ihat som.e may be hid in the
grave from. 2ifurther storm, by the same judgment where-
in the Lord is pursuing the land, in which they have their

abode. (3.) It is clear from the scripture, how small an
accession to a sinful course may, in the holy displeasure of
God, bring some of his people under the same stroke with
his adversaries, and so far involve them in that judgment.
We find Ps. \.\. there is a standing in the waij, and joining
in the counsel of the imgodly, b.eld forth as a partaking with
them in t/ieir sin ; and Ezek. ix. tells us, ilvdt ?joi mourning

X
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for
J
and witnessing a dissent against the national sins of

ihetime, puts men far_ out of that blessed ro//of tliose

whom the Lord does difference from others by a tnark of
his preservation. Now as to that other, how it is the wick-
ed prolong their days in wickedness, and may go in some
external peace to the grave, do but inquire at the scripture \

and it will shew, (1.) It was no less strange to the prophet
Jeremiah^ xii. They prosper^ andhanne taken root. Did it

not amaze that blessed man, Ps. IxxiiL that not only their

eyes standout withfatness, but they have no baiuls in their

death ! But (2.) Is not the way of the Lord in this mani-
fest, how graciously he preiserits some by a sad temporal
stroke^ and can serve himself of a scaffold or gibbet to bring
about their raercy ; as he did to the thief on the cross ;

whilst he plagues others by a long forbearance, and his

holding off such strokes, EccL viii. II. the dreadful effects

whereof are held forth, because sentence is not speedily ex-
ecuted against %mcked men, their heart is therefore set on
mischief. (3.) As in every age we are called to adore the

sovereignty of God in such a thing, he gives men also

cause to observe his great judgments, some remarkable
strokes on his adversaries ; which they cannot pass without
such a remark. Behold a 7na?i that made not God his

strength ! Ps. lii. 7. But we must further wait for that

full discrimination, which the last sentence of the judge
shall put betwixt those v^ho fear the Lord and those ivho

fear him ?wt.

THE THIRB ARGUMENT
FOR the scripture's accomplishment is this ; that

which not only the christian's experience, and observation

of the church, bear witness to, but is also a truth ivhich

even to the liieiu and conviction of the %uorld, may be deinon-

stratedfromivhojn it doth oftforce a testimony, yea, in ev-

ery age the ivorst of me7i have been forced to acknowledge ;
it must be a thing very evident. But the accomplishment
of the scripture can be thus witnessed ; therefore, ^c.

It is true, those sweet and sensible enjoyments, which the

saints have of this truth, the world cannot reach ; but it is

als.o sure, that in every age, the M^orks of the Lord, and
some more remarkable convincing providences, both of
judgment and mercy, do solemnly invite men to observe

the accomplishment of the >vord therein
;
yea, no time

iiath wanted something of a public witness from ungodly
men, even the greatest mockers of religion, who under that

constraining power of conscience at death, or in some day
oftlieir strait, have been forced to seal the truth, by a very
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<3pen confession of the righteousness ofGod towards them.
And this is indeed the Lord's blessed design, in making
his works sometime so conspicuous, that they may not
only confirm the faith of his people, but render atheism in-

excusable ; that the glory of his faithfulness, as well as of
his power, and wisdom, may shine forth before the sons of
men. I confess, we may wonder why the woildXodkt^
so little upon this ; and how the conviction of so great a
truth, which tliey cannot shun, doth not more press them :

but the Holy Ghost, doth fully resolve this. The brutish

man krxiiveth not, neither do fools lay to heart, how the

scripture taketh place, that flourishing ofivicked men is but

injudgment for their furthtrruin.

To prosecute this argument a little, there are some special

truths I \YOVi\(X instance, wherein the faithfulness of God
in fulfiUing his word may be seen by the ivorld ; yea, is

obvious to the most ordinary observers. And though they
be but a few, which I shall here touch, yet I may say, they
are such interesting truths, and have so near a reference to

the foundation of our faith, tliat men cannot acknowledge
the same, but must also confess the scripture's divinity,

and that there is a truth and reality in godliness and Iq the

christian religion. I may truly here with some confidence
challenge the greatest atheists, yea, appeal to their con-
science and serious thoughts, if in these following in-

stances (though but a little of what might be said on such a
subject) the truth and accomplishment of tlie scripture be
not very manifest.

FIRST. I shall first hold forth this truth, that man is

surelyfallenfrom that excellent estate ii^herein once he ivas

formed, fRom. v. 18, 19.) and now is not that which he
was at the beginning. A truth so clear that VvC may say,

even wichout the discovery of the word, might be easy for

any serious observer to discern tlie same : yea, had not

even heathens some glance at this ? The evidence whereof
they could not altogether shun.

_

It is true, the cause and original of this dreadful conta-

gion ; how sin entered into the 'world ; how it is deri'ued to

the whole race ofman, by imputation, as well as inhesion ;

how that poison is carried from the fountain to tlie cistern ;

this the scripture doth only discover : but this, I am sure,

may be obvious to all,'that poor man is thus sick and dis-

eased, and now boareth the marks of such a foil and ruin,

as we read ofin the word. I confess, it is strange, that

when this is so very convincingly manifest, it should not
force men to some more serious inquiry, whence such a
rhing is, or whether there can be a recovery o£ so sad and
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desperate like case. But to clear this a little, I would offer

these three things to be considered.

1. That there is some remainder of that excellent fabric^

which m'ly yet appear among its ruins ! some print and ap-

pearance (diough dark) of that pri^rzi.'i'yc' lustre and beauty;

some draughts, which sin hath not wholly worn out ; that

may clearly tell what man once was, and point out his for-

mer excellencj^ that he hath been another creature, of
whom Absalofn's character might be truly said, without all

blemishfrom the head to the foot. For we see the deep im-
pressions of a ^t^Vy still rooted in men, even among the

most wild and savage, which no invention can utterly raze ;

we see some common principles of reason^ that are im-
printed in the most rude and ignorant ; some innate

notions and ideas, which the soul hath of go:d and ei^iU

among all, and in every place of the earth ; likewise those

natural truths Koi-^Ai-L-^-^oiAi, which we _ may see are

no ways impressed on the soul from any objects of sense^

but such whereto men by an unavoidable necessity are

forced to assent: and besides, what meaneth the wit-

ness of the conscience, and authority thereof in every

man, which they cannot possibly decline ? O do not

these witness, that from some great height poor man hath

fallen.

2. Doth not the present appearance of man'^s nature

clearly shew, that he is fallen into some dreadful disease ;

that it is surely overspread with some horrid leprosy and
contagion, the symptoms whereof now are most discerni-

ble ? O what an exorbitancy doth appear in his desires ?

with what contrary tides is he hurried ? still at jar with his

present lot ! his reason and will, once in a sweet league,

are now at war, betwixt which he is oft rent in pieces,

as one betwixt wild horses. Ho^v is he now restless

in an unreasonable pursuit ? he laboureth in the fire,

and for a shadow : yea, what do these tumults and com-
motions of the earth mean ? men upon the smallest ac-

count sheathing their swords in others bowels, homo homini

lupus; ruptures in funilics ; unsatiable in revenge, and
the earth so oft in an uproar as a raging sea. O do
not these too visibly witness, what a dreadful disorder

and perturbation there must be within, impetuous boiling

of man's lusts ! so that here we may see a very mani-
fest rupture and breach of a building, once well knit and
framed.

3. I W'Ould ask, wherein man'^s true achantage and excel-

lency^ above others of the creatures, can be seen, if not

with some respect to what he once was, and that blessed
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restoration by grace : for his knowledge doth oft serve but
to increase his sorrow ; to shew the ^oo^ he wanteth, ancj

the evil he is subject to. Is there any of the creatures sub-
ject to such outward misery and pain ! to so many dis-

eases ! yea, as to a sensual Hfe, may we not say, the

beasts have even some preference ! Or are these so unruly ?
do they so much go out of their bounds and station I

which the many laws made for man in the world, with the
convincing necessity thereof, can witness. We see also

that sore tra'uel is appointed to man ; at ho'w much toil he
is for an outward subsistance ; how he doth oft sow and
not reap ; the blasts with^lraw from the yoke ; those over
whom he had dominion, ready to assault him ; how women
bring forth their children in sorrow ; the men are attended
with fear, their life oft made bitter with care and labour ;

yea, as men increase in the world, their care and discon-
tent increasing therewith ! but besides all, is he not in the
greatest ^/(:/'z;^rz/, of all the creatures through the violence

of his //^^/^ .^ that make him pursue the bait, though he
knoweth it will undo him ; while his corruption doth oft

like a strong man bind him in fetters, and his flesh impe-
riously drag him at its heels ! O may we not say, was
poor man thus framed at the beginning ? or raised so far

above the rest of the creatures, only to make him the
more miserable ! for truly if a lively portrait could be
drawn of sinful depraved nature^ there is none so gross but
should abhor, yea, be aftrighted, to see that in the
third person, v^'ith which (alas) they are so friendly to iii

themselves.

SECOND. That so great a change is truly vjrought up-
on men in conversion, (as the scripture doth promise and
hold forth, yohnm. 3, 6. Eph. ii. 1, 5. Colas, iii. 1,2.)
wherein something above nature., even the marvellous poW'
er of the grace of God, may be seen ; is a truth I am sure,

known, and undeniable to the world: yea, the greatest

mockers at religion must confess, can be no delusion, but
is indeed real and certain ; upon these following grounds.

(1.) That the most gross, who in their practice have
been openly profane, in the place wherein they lived, it

hath been seen how grace hath reached them : and thus
the leopard hath been made to change his spots, and such
who were accustomed to do evil, have learned to do well.

O ! do not many famous instances witness this, in every
age? (2.) That also men most pr/V/a/^A'^ in their judg-
ment against the way of God, who were wont to deride
holiness as a fancy, even on such, so great a change hath
been wrought, as hath made the world to wonder : but
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then they were forced to lay down their prejudice, yea, to

tvonder at themselves, how they could stand before the

truth so long, whereof they have got such an impression.

Sure, atheists must grant there have been as professed athe-

ists as themselves, who have been made eminent exam-
ples of grace. (3.) That such even in the /i(??,§-^/ of their

wickedness, (like Saul breathing out cruelty, and of late

l^ergerius while he was writing against tlie truth) grace
hath sometimes reached them. It hath been found, that of
Christ's greatest enemies some have l\msfallen, upon their

high places^ before the power ofthe word ; some such tro-

phies of the gospel's conquest have been conspicuous in

every age : yea, it is oit seen, that some remarkable
height in sin hath proved an evident crisis, and turn in

men'^s condition, either tojudgment, or mercy. (4.) That
some of the most eminent adversaries of thu truth have,

through grace, been made eminently useful instruments in

the church, the world cannot deny ; tlwt there have not
been choicer vessels of honour, more zealous for the Lord
in their time, than such, who were once most violent in

their opposition. (5.) That such whom the world did
reckon most ivise and discerning, yea, that did want no
judgment to know the value of ow^w^/y/ things, as well as

others, grace hath reached. Can the atheists object. Do
any ofthe rulers^ or rabbies believe in Christ, or follow that

way ! when it is so clear, that not more wise, learned, and
judicious (even themselves being judges) have been in

their time, than some who are most serious in the matter
c f religion. (6.) Hath not tliis change been made discern-

ible upon the simple, the most stupid, and dull, yea, upon
some such as their natural incapacity might have obstruct-

ed the work, if something above nature had not carried it

on ! which may be also manifest by some change even chi

their understanding, to she^v that this can make wise the

si?Jiple, and in the way of holiness, the wayfaring man^
though afool, shall not err, (7.) That by a \'ery improba-

hle mean, the word, and that s<3metimes by %veakest'm^\.vu-

ments, we see this great change hath been wrought : and
it is remarkable, how little of the work of conversion did

follow the putting forth of miracles in the primitive times,

but by the simplicity of the preached gospel much more.

For indeed the conversion of a soul, and such a change is

itself some way a miracle. (8.) That diey are not a/^=iy,

on ^vhom this change hath been wrought, is undeniable :

and truly, besides these ordinary proofs, I think, it is a

great defect there should not be some more special recorcl

by the church, of these illustrious and eminent instances of
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the grace ofGod, which have been in such an age, asweil

as remarkable instances ofjudgment. (9.) Men must see

this falleth not out at an ad'venture, which is wrought up=,

on onCy and ?iot another^ whilst both are alike discerning j

yea, some who seem furthest from the grace of God, very

gross and rude, have been taken, when the more civil and
refined, and of a more promising natural disposition, have
been passed by. O dodi not this witness the grace ofGod,
and sovereignty thereof ! (10.) Is not this change oft dis-

cernible upon men in a time %vhile no ad'ijantage from with-

out doth appear ? even times of persecution and hazard,

from which many have dated their first acquaintance with

God ; when they could expect nothing but a suffering lot.

Sure there iliust be something above nature in it. (1 1.) It is

also known how great a cloud of witnesses have sealed this

truth. O ! can there be such an universal tnchantment,

that in every age, in several, yea, in most remote places of

the earth, hath fallen upon so many, who have witnessed

the power of the gospel ? or can all these be void ofunder-

standing ? What gain or outward advantage could they de-

sign in that which is so usually attended with outward haz-

ard and loss ! or what credit from men, while it maketli

them the very butt of the world's hatred and reproach "i

Yea, can it be thought tlwt all these could have combined
to conspire into so great a cheat ? I must appeal atheists to

their serious thoughts of this matter. (12.) The marvel-

lous efect of tl"us change, doth it not witness that this is no
fancy or delusion ; when men are reached with such a
stroke, and by one word, as hath made the stout hearted

and most daring to tremble, and to shew by their very
countenance, that there is another tribunal than man's, be-

fore which they are arraigned t Must it not be sad earnest,

and a marvellous power, that can make so willing a di-

vorce betwixt men, and their idols^ which were once as

their right eye to them ; and beat them off" that ground of

selfrighteousness, which they had been so long establishing

to theniselves ; that should cause them also choose the re-

proach of Christ, and his cross, before any outward advan-

tage, and abandon that society, without which sometimes
they could not live ? Must not this speak forth something
above natural reason ! O ! may not tlie world 'oft wonder
what is become of their old friends ! though I confess, this,

should rather put them, with wonder and astonishment, to

some serious inquiry whence so great a change can be !

It is strange, the world does not more wonder at coniier'

sion, which is so great a miracle, yea it may be said, one of
the greatest halt been in the earth ; $ince it is no less mar-
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vellous, than to raise out of the grave such who are truly

(lead. O how convincingly denionstrative is this, of the

truth and reality of grace ; yea, even to the view of the

world, does witness an irresistible, efficacious power with

the imrd^ that coiiyerteth the soul, enlightens the eye^ and
maketh ivise the simple, Fsal. xix. 7. Should we not with
astonishment look on a christian, if we did seriously con-

sider what a change the grace of God makes here, from
that he once was, and how great a change glory will ere

long make from that he 7ww is ! I know, there are many
things ^\'e wonder at from our ignorance. But oh ! it is

men's ignorance and estrangement from this, makes it so

little their wonder. For, if we be assuredly persuaded of
the truth o{ coji'uersion, which the world cannot deny with-

out a contradiction both to sense and reason, >ve have then

three great truths unanswerably demonstrated. 1. That
the scripture of God is faithful and true, which holds this

forth. 2. That there is a divine spirit, and a power above
nature, that does certainly accompany the same. 3. It is

then clear, there are two contrary states in another world,

since they are here so manifest. Now, besides these evi-

dences already mentioned, 1 would here offer some further

upon so grave, and weighty a subject, to shew ho\v very

clear and convincing the demonstration of this truth is,

that the world cannot but see the very immediate power of
God, and something above nature in conversion, if they do
not shut their eyes thereat. Consider but these,

(1.) Is it not a strange and marvellous thing, that could

change one species of a creature into another, turn a wolf

or tyger into a lamb, sure this would be astonishing ! yet

such a change is here, which makes so vast a difference be-

twixt one and himself, takes him off his former delights and
exercises, his old friends and society, with whom he once
thought the time short, yea, makes the man who was a per-

secutor of the truth, and took pleasure therein, now rejoice

to suffer pcrst'curion on that same account ! I think, the

xvorld will not debate, \A'here so many known instances are

at all times obvious. (2.) Is it not marvellous, which can

estrange men from their worldly interests, and take their

heart off that which was as their right eye, and subdue un-

tler them that which once took them captive at its pleasure ?

O does it not shew, the^y have got tiieir eyes opened to see

tilings, which were formerly hid ! Yea, how strange is it

that those whose predominant sin was love to the world,

and have been in their natural disposition most narrow and

griping, that they could not allow themselves the comforta-

ble use of that they had, even these this change hath so
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powerfully reached, as to cause a willing surrender and
quitting of all for Christ ! I could offer known instances of
this ; and those at as great an advantage then, in the exer-
cise oftheirjudgment and reason, as ever, ^vhom the world
might see were most serious and composed therein.

(5.) Would j^ou debate the efficacious pow^r oftliat which
should melt and dissolve the hardest stone ? and may you
not wonder what a pQ\ver this must be, which will make
men ma?/ and dissolve in tears, and stand trembling before
the "word^ who through their life were known to be most
obdurate and stupid ? Yea, is not this great change some-
times with such terror and downcasting ushered in, that

may convince observers, it is a matter of greatest earnesty
and no counterfeit ? and surely these must be reached by
some power, before which there is no standing. (4.) How
great a thing is that which takes men micnvares, beyond
their thoughts and intention ; Matthew, and those other
disciples, did not know in the morning what should befal

them before night ; it was indeed a happy day, when on
their return they had that account to give, We haiiefound
the Messias / and it is sure, many since have been thus
Surprised ; yea, in one hour have got such a sight, which
will never go from their heart ; they now see what report
could never have made them believed ; they now know
what it is to be taken out ofa dreadful gulf ofdarkness into

a marvellous light ! And truly there is this usually discern-
ible in it, how some one word will force its passage, and
take fire within, as a word beyond all others fitly spoken^
and fitted by divine appointment to open the heart. (5

.
) It

is a marvellous change, which does even reach young ones,
and these sometimes of an age little above infancy. For it

is certainly kno\VTi, how such whose years rnight shew
there was no design to cheat the world, yea, sometimes in

a family where little advantage for their education hath ap-
peared, have given evidence of this wonderfully, above
themselves and their age ; yea, at death have witnessed
some power of the grace of God, and his spirit on their

so\\\,ihQ.\v hope 2iX\d\hG grounds of it, with such judg?7ieni
and seriousness, as hath forced on bystanders this discovery
of an immediate teaching of the Spirit, and of a mighty
power of God, that can witness in these, ere they can well
speak or exercise reason, the power of religion. O whence
should this be ! and truly for the truth thereof, I could of-

fer known instances, if it should be brought on debate,

(6.) What a change is it that docs also reach men in their

old age, who have been long rooted and inured to the world,
who have sat out many a call, in their resisting the gospel

;

y
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yet is it not seen, how these in their gratj hairs have been
made to weep and confess, after sixty or seventy years liv-

ing under the gospel,^ that then only they begun to know
what it is to be christians. I confess this is one of the rare
trophies ofthe grace ofGod ; yet no age wants some such
instances, to prove, how far grace can prevail over nature,

custom, education, and all those clisachantages, which use
to attend the time of old age. (7.) What a strange power
is it, which hath been so evidently witnessed on some hor-
ridlij flagitious, who have outrun otliers in all manner of
wickedness; yea, even then whilst ^r/^^'/V^ was crying for

punishment to cut them oft", grace hath stepped in to save,

and reached them at a scaffold or gibbet ! It is sure the

world cannot question this truth : and O should it not be
convincing, to see two brought to a public death for some
gross crime, who have the same hazard before them, and
ih^ sa7ne means n\^dc use of for their conviction ; yet the

one melting in contrition, and the other most hardened !

You cannot say, that this is from a different nature and con-
stitution, since sometimes those ofa more promising nature

and better disposition, have been seen further off, than

such of whom least was expected. (8.) Is it not a strango

change, which even on those where no ordinary means
could be subservient, can be witnessed ? where no compa-
ny, no example, no usual way for instruction, can be al-

leged ; so that it may be seen, they have been truly taught

of the Lord ; that there is such a thing as his immediate
teaching ; that in a very extraordinary way, by means
most improbable, he can convey himself into the soul. In

a word, this can be no result of one's natural complexion ;

for then it would appear in, and accompany, their younger
years in some measure, and gro%v up with them. This
change also, in those ofmost different natures, most unlike

and cross to others humour and disposition, is made dis-

cernible. Yea, must it not be something above moral
swasion, or any persuasives of human eloquence, since

here thefoolish?icss of preaching is found more effectual,

than any such way ? Yea, it is seen how the most sublime
and polished strains o^ oratory, and greatest gifts, have oft

come short of that success, which hath followed more im-
probable means. I shall add, O is not this something

above nature, which makes men partake of the divine na-

ture, and does so visibly impress the image of God on
tiicm

!

I sliail shut this up w ith three remarkable instances of

the power and oiFicacy of grace in conversion ; cf which in

t;vt:ry age th( re may be a large record. First, that excel-
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lent man Junius ; whose life we have in some measure
set down by himself, with many notable remarks of provi-

dence, and therein shewing the Lord's engaging him at

first ; how being very loose, and carried away with evil

company, yea, tempted to atheism, he was one day moved
to go and read the scripture ; and at the first opening, ac-
costed with that of the first of John ; which whilst he read,

(as he says) did suddenly astonish him, and leave a mar-
vellous con'viction on his soul, of the divinity of the subject,

the majesty and authority ofthe writing ; so that all day he
knew not where, and wiiat he was : but thus turns himself
with these words to the Lord, Thou ivast mindful of vie, O
rmj God, according to the multitude ofthy tender mercies !
Yea, gives this account, that he then had a sight ef the

scripture, which made him see it did exceed all human el-

oquence; and this was followed with such power, that his

body tre7nbled, and his mind became astonished, with such
a surprising and marisellous light : and from that day he
began to be serious in the way of the Lord.

^
A second instance I shall offer is, the remarkable conver-

sion of worthy Master Bolton, a choice minister in the
church ofEngland; in whose life this is recorded, that be-
ing eminendy profane, a horrid swearer, and much accus-
tomed to mock at holiness, and those who most shined
therein, and particularly that excellent man of God, Mr.
Perkins, tlien preacher in Cambridge, whom he much un-
dervalued for his plainness in preaching the truths ofGod ;

yea, was near the length of popery : but on the Lord's
gracious appearance to him, was put to have other thoughts,
with a very remarkable change upon him, though with
that terror, that (as he said himself) the Lord seemed to

run upoti him, like a giant, throwing him to the ground,
and with such a terrifying discovery of sin, as caused him
to roar in anguish, and oft rise in the night on thataccount»
which continued for divers months ; yea, these assaults in

the pangs of the new birth were such, that it might ha\'e

been said, Ut nee color, nee sensiis, nee sanguis superesset.

But at last a blessed sunshine brake out, and he after to his-

old age proved a burning and shining light. Now besides
these two great men, I think it not unsuitable (since it is to

commend the grace ofGod and witness the reality thereof,

who ofall kind of sinners, as well as of all kindreds and na-
tions, hat!i brought some to glory) that I set down one ve-

ry strange instance in this country, of a poor buggerer who
not many years ago was put to death in the town of Air,
for that horrid wickedness. He had been a most stupid
and brutish person ; such an one who looked, to all who
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knew him, as if he had been above the reach of ordinary
means : but in the prison^ the Lord did marvellously wit-

ness the power of his grace, and in such a measure discov-

ered to him his sinfulness, that after much serious exercise

upon his soul, and sore wrestling, a most kindly word of
repentance did appear, with great assurance ; so that when
he came to the stake, he could not cease from crying out tq

the people, under the sense of pardon, and that comforting
simshine ofthe presence ofGod ; he is a greatforgi'uer t

He is a greatforgiver ! and had tiierewith these words ;

Now hath perfect loine cast out allfear : I know, God hath
nothing to lay against me, for Jesus Christ hath paid ally

and those are free whom the son makes free / Thus, in a
transport of wonder and joy, did he die ; the marvellous
grace of God raising him then above other men, who not
long before seemed, in some respect, below a beast.

THIRD. That the communion andfellowship with God^
whereto the saints are in this life admitted, and brought near

to him in the spirit, is a most real thing, and no delusion ;

is a truth which may be very convincingly demonstrated
even to the view of the world, and to such who are but spec-

tators of the same, 1 fohn i. 3. Phil. iii. 20. I know,
this is a truth that must be spiritually discerned, and there-

fore the world cannot know it, or reach that unspeakablejoy
and delight, which is found by the saints in that sweet path :

yet I must say, there are some things, and some such con-
vincing evidences, as may witness to men, and rationally

demonstrate the same ; the conviction whereof they can-

not possibly shun, if they but come near, and in their seri-

ous thoughts consider,

1. How great and excellent a co?npany do bear this testi-

mony, even as many as in every time did ever serve God
in the spirit. Is not this transmitted by the father to the

children, as their experience ? An<\ as certainly tried by
succeeding ages ; a truth which is not once or twice prov-

ed in the christian's life ! For the proofs thereof are innu-

merable, and past reckoning, which they have had ; yea,

amongst all the saints since the days of Abel, to this present

time, tliere was never one contradictory witness could be
produced.

2. Are not those, who do thus testify what they have oft

found in secret retirements to God, such whose testimony^

in any other matter, the worst of men could not refuse, or

deny to be famous ? I am sure, the world is convinced,
that the followers of Christ dare not, yea, use not to deal

falsely in other things with those they have to do with, how-
ever their malice carry them to reproach them

;
yea, that
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they are more to be credited, than such, who make a
scorn of religion.

3. Have they not had as great interest^ and share of the
world as others, and been of as discerning spirits to know
the true value of things, who from their experience do not
only declare, there is an undoubted reality in converse with
God ; but that the joy and dehght herein, which they have
found, is above all the pleasures of the flesh ? O ! what
must that be, which could make such, who wanted no out^
Ward allurements, who had not lost their taste, and Were
llesh and blood as well as others, to turn their back on aU
for Christ, and by their walk testify they have found some
inore satisfying enjoyment in fellowship with God ?

4. Must not this be very obvious, and convincing, that

when rnen once become serious in the way of God, thej''

have got some ne'iX) acquaintance ? that sure there is anoth-
er world, and some other society, than that of men, with
which they have intercourse. Whence are these frequent
retirements, from which they have been seen so oft to come
forth with greatest satisfaction, and with some remarkable
change in their case ?" Doth it not thus appear, They are
not alone ^ ivhen they are alone ; yea, in such a solitude nmst
find something very desirable ?

5. Is not this also testified, in fmies when men could
not well dissemble^ or be suspected of deceit ? In times of
great outward affliction ; when the world also hath been
mo^t tempting them with its offers ; yea at death when they
are stepping over that threshold ; a time, wherein the words
of dying men are of greatest weight and credit, the spirits

ofsuch being then more unbiassed, and free of those ordi-

nary temptations wherewith others are swayed ! How oft

have they at such times declared, that surely God is famil-

iar with men, which they have found, and thougli they
were going to change their place, yet were not to change
their company !

^
6. Can that be a delusion, which is so sensible at the

time present ? When the saints are not more sure that they
live, than they are sure of this truth, what near approaches
and refreshing views they have got while God hath coinc

near to their soul, what a discernible elevation of their spir-

its doth go along with this ? Yea, on the other hand, as the

ivithdrawing hereof is very sensible to themselves, is there

not something of this even obvious to those about theni,

how great a change and difference this will make in their

case, from other times, which they cannot get hid ?

7. Doth not something of this truth appear on the very
cbuntenance and outward carriage of christians ? what a
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lustre, and resemblance of hea'ven, a holy stayedness and
composure ofspirit, when they have been brought nearGod,
in secret converse with him, and taken up to the moun-
tain ! In a word, doth not the walk of a serious, mortified

christian convincingly witness this ? yea, it cannot but be
some way astonishing to the ivorld, what should make
them look so well, and with such satisfaction, when no vis-

ible cause for it, when shut up in prison from converse with
friends, and acquaintance ? Sure, men will not think a ra-

tional spirit so mad as to quit their former pleasures,

and choose the cross, that they may only deceive the world
with a counterfeit joy and satisfaction, if they did not real-

ly find the same. And while it is too too evident, what a
dreadful society and commerce many have with the dtml,
should any question or debate ; whether the saints have
truly communion and fellowship with God^ the Father of
spirits, whom they serve and worship.

FOURTH. That the righteous is more excellent than
his neighbour^ Proa. xii. 26. and hath another spirit ^ which
is greater and more choice, than that ivhich is i?i the luoi'ld^

is a truth, which I am sure, men (notwithstanding all their

prejudice)" must needs confess ; and that therein the scrip-

ture is truly verified, when such clear and convincing evi-

dences do stare them in the face. I confess, the saints arc

much under a dark cloud here, through the prevalency of
corruption ; yea, are oft accounted as thefilth ofthe world:
but when grace in any greater measure, and in vigorous
exercise, doth shew itself, then there appeareth so much as

will darken all the grandeur of this earth, and force men to

see an excellency upon the saints, beyond any others.

They cannot altogether shun such a conviction, 1. What
an evident difference is betwixt their way, who ivalk with

God^ and that of the most polished moralist. Something
is in the one, whicli doth witness a more excellent spirit

^

a higher elevation, a sweet harmony, and equability in their

way, that they move in some higher sphere, act from other

principles, ^vith a respect to some greater interest, than any
thing here, have more of a large heart to srrve their gene-

ration, than these whose self interest is seen to be the first

and last in all their motions.
2. May it not also appear to observers that tender seri-

ous christians who live //c^r God, do truly witness thtir

resemblance and likeness to him ; to whom they move, as to

their great and last end ? yea, do evidence a more true ex-

cellency of spirit, what a sweet calm and serenity they have
within while going through things that are most cross and

vexing; with what discernible quietness these can look
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upon most affrighting revolutions in the world, as such
whose treasure and great interest is beyond hazard, though
the earth were all turned to ashes.

3. Is there not so much in the way and carriage of the

saints^ yea, such a majesty and authority^ that attendeth

holmess^ and doth force respect and fear^ even from those

who most hate them ; yea, and doth force men to justify

such in their conscience, ^vhom they openly reproach and
persecute ; whence it is, that a serious tender christian is

oft a scarecrow and terror to the profane, wlien there is no
outward cause for it, but that they are struck with the con-
viction of a more excellent spirit in these, carrying such a
resemblance to the image of God, as forceth fear and sub-
jection from that spirit ivhich is in the ivorld.

4. Doth not a christian and holy walk cause men to

shine as a light in the midst ofa crooked and periierse gene-
ration ? Yea, darken all their neighbours ? And in the

darkest night, is it not seen how grace shineth with the

greatest lustre ? what a sweet and odoriferous scent doth
this send tlirough the country, where they live ; that may
shew to all, how great a difference there is betwixt such,
and those who are wallowing in this puddle of the earth !

5. Is it not obvious, what a lustre and beauty, yea, some-
thing more becoming our immortal soul, that is in the self^

denial of christians, their bearing injuries, forgiving such
as injure them, without reviling, than in that proud vindic-

tive spirit that is in the world ; that sure such walk by a
more excellent rule, and move from a higher principle !

6. It may be also evident to the world, what another
spirit is in those who do not run with the current ofevery
time^ nor yield to men because of their outivard poxver^ than
in that spirit which is in the world ? that while the one
doth press men to save themselves on sny terms, the other
doth cause the christian to take up his cross, yea, lay down
his life, to save his conscience ! And whence is that pa-
tience, and resolution, by which the godly in times ofsuf-
fering have overcome their persecutors ; their bold avow-
ing ofthe truth before men, when hazards are most obvi-
ous ; and that advantage, wherewith they appear above
others, in such a time ? O ! doth it not clearly witness,

they are of another metal, who do thus abide the fire ; yea,

become more bright by that wherewith others are con-
sumed ?

I would add, that which the world cannot deny, how
ihis spirit, which is in the saints, hath prevailed over the

greatest ^;///Vd";72(f;2^.s of carnal gain and pleasure, which to

many may seem a wonder ; as the popisli party did once
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Sdyo{ Luther^ Bestia hose non curat aurum. That which
thej^ did speak in contempt, that it did prove him a beast,

did in effect shew him therein to be something above men ;
for that is a thing before which the spirit ofthe world could
never st^d.
FIFTM.^ 'That the promised encouragement^ which is

heldforth to the people of God under trouble and suffering

fbr his name, is a truth, and the scripture herein verified, 1
am sure, not only christian experience can witness, but
may even to the observation of others, be demonstrated
from very convincing grounds, that it is no fancy or delu-

sion. Ps. ix. 9. Is. li. 12.

1

.

The very countenance and outward appearance of the
godly, in a suffering time, doth oft declare the peace and
tranquillitt/ of their soul, so as surely they must have joy
and satisfaction from whence the world doth not htoWy and
have some other correspondence, than with things visible.

For it may be oft said, as of Daniel^ and his fellows, that

under greatest pressures and a very mean condition they
lookasxtjell, yea, with as much cheerfulness^ as those who
live on the king'^s allowance.

2. It can be no counterfeit, which should thus reconcile

the christian with a suffering lot. Foi* it is known how very
searching affiiction and trouble proveth ; which oft doth
broach the vessel, and bring forth what hath formerly most'
closely lurked. And O \ doth not that holy confidence
and freedom, which the saints have evidenced in confess-

ing the truth, before the princes of this world and their

most cruel adversaries, yea, that cheerfulness which in

most extreme articles of suffering they oft do witness, even
when they are resisting to the blood ; doth not this speak-

forth something beyond the gallantry of a natural spirit^

that icvc exceedeth the ordinary way of men, and is a thing

the world cannot but wonder, and whether they will, of
will not, See Gop's very immediate help, and hand in the

same, according to his word ?

3. Is it not seen, how the cheerful way ofthe godly un-
der suffering, while there is no outward ground for the

same, doth not only astonish, but is an exceeding torment

to adiiersaries ? when they are forced to see, how all their

endeavours (when their wrath and malice hath been to the

utmost put forth) have yet been in vain, either to turn them
aside, or to ruin their encouragement ; but that the most
sharp sufferiiigs of the godly do still give thc?n'^jhe sorest

dash, help to strengthen others, justify God's v^^ay, and that

tender respect he hath to his suffering people, even before

all observer !
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4. Is it hot also manifest, that such whose ff(3;«ra/ dis-

position was known to be very fainting and timorous, yet
when called to suj^er for the truth, have without the least

appearance of discouragement, showed an invincible rei^o-

lution, and not only their own fears, but the expectations of
others have a marvellous disappointment ! O is there not
there a visible fulfilling of the scripture, that shaking reeds
should be made to statul, where strongest cedars have bow-
ed ; yea, some of very mean and ordinary parts have been
so discernibly raised above themselves, as they were made
to confound the wise and learned J

5. Must it not be confessed j that the 2r^rt/and resolution

ofthe saints did never 77iore^ appear tlian in times of great-
est opposition ? that at no time they have looked more like

christians with more advantage, and with some peculiar

beauty and lustre of the grace of God, than under suffer-

ing ! a thing, which as it eminently doth commend the
gospel, hath also so far convinced their enemies, as in some
measure it hath blunted their edge, and taken off their

prejudice against the way of God, and followers thereof.

6.1 may appeal the greatest atheists to their conscience,
ifany moral arguments, (whatever influence they may have
upon men's patient enduring) could ever produce such ef-

fects, as rejoicing in tribulation, the choosing affliction be-
fore sin and all its pleasures ; making men to triumph over
persecutors, and to go with such a calm and cheerfulness
to a scaffold, to sing amidst a dark prison, yea, and to
abound, and ha'^e all things, under greatest ^xiant ? O 1

whence is this! Sure, something £7i5'(?^d' nature must be
here, that is stronger than mftral reasons, by which the
saints have thus overcome the ivorld ! Yea, is it not obvious
to all who look on, how great a difference there is betwixt
the pretended resolution ofa natural spirit In death and suf-

fering, and that joy and confidence of a christian, which
hath then showed the composure and tranquillity of his
soul within ? The one being but a dark shadow, and the
other drawn to the life.

SIXTH, Thai there is a conscience within men, -whose
power both as a judge, and witness, doth answer that clear
discovery the scripture groeth thereof, Rom. ii, 9. is a thing
obvious even to the world, which they must needs confesb,
both from its visible effect on others, and the working'
thereof within themselves. That herein the word is veri-

fied, these things make it clear and undeniable,

1. That sure there is something within, which thus
maketh men afraid to be alone with themselves, }ea, will

ca.uae them to go abroad, and frame diversions, to be out
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of Its noise : must it not be s:\d earnest, which hath so
dreadful a sound in their ear^ doth haunt the wicked mart
whether he will, or not ? wherewith he would gladly be
at peace ; but amidst his greatest mirth and prosperity this

cloth mingle his wine with gall and wormwood.
2. Is it not also sure, that men have oft an accuser witiv

in their breast (while they seem to brave it out before oth-
ers) whose judgment and sentence they can by no means
decline ; but after the committing of sin, yea, on the back
of*their sinful pleasures, doth follow the same with a bitter

stingy and ring this dreadful peal in their ear, that in the

end their wai/ ivill be bitterness I O f is not this an accus-
ing conscience, which doth begin the torment of some be-
fore tlie time ?

3. What is it that should make men's ^/^/// so legible

oft in their countenance, even when they study most to con-
ceal it, and thus cause them to give their tongue the lie ;

yea, bewray to bystanders, whether tiiey will or not, some
secret trouble, and sore they have within t Doth it not
clearly shew the power of conscience, whicli hath such au-
thority on men, that without violence or constraint from
others, doth even force them to confess the truth, and sup*
ply the room of witnesses ;

4.. Whence is it, that some are so much disquieted for

secret sins, which the eyes of others could not reach, yea,

that as to some gross sins, even the most profligate amongst
men, have an horror at them, v/ithout respect to outward
hazard ? Doth it not shew, the powt-r of natural conscience,

that iioldeth forth a greater party, than the world with
which they have to do, to whom all things are manifest^ and
some greater witness than that of man ?

5. Hov/ is it that even greatest men, whom the world
could not reach, and in the midst of all probable advan-
tages, have yet often most q//7",§-Z?/m^ thoughts, much ter-

ror, and disquieting reflections ? Must it not be something
within, which doth cause them to fear, another power than

that of the world, and a judgment greater than of men ?

6. What must it be which doth force men tojustify

God, when his hand doth pursue them, and maketh them
so easily 'imd out sin in a time of their strait ? Why is the

sense of guilt so very affrighting at death? Is it not the
conscience, which doth presage a future judgment, and
extend its power to matters of an everlasting concernment
and duration ?

7. What should make men tremble at the word, and so

much hate -a searching ministry! Is it not because the

light doth torment them ? That though the word cbth par-
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licularly name none, yet there is something within, which

maketh appHcation ofthe truth, and doth plainly say, Tbou
art the man !

8. How do the worst ofmen oft justify those in secret^

whom they opmly hav€ catidemned : that while they are

even persecuting the saints for truth, and holiness, yet for

these they give them and their way a favourable testimony,

notwithstanding all their prejudices ? Yea, what is it that

doth cause a secret fear and awful regard of such whom
they hate ? Doth it not shew something vvitliin, whose
Judgment they are not able to resist ?

9. I must further ask, whence is that horror^ and those

dreadful cries and groans, w^hich imcked men^ oft have in

their sickness, even such who were wont to sport at sin,

with a daring countenance ? Can the world_ get this passed

without some remark, how intolerable a thing an evil con-

science is, when once let loose r when in all ages such
terrifying examples ofthis kind have been set up, for all

that passed by to look on, such asSpira, Latomtis^ Olha-
rius, ^c. And truly I think, it is a great defect, that there

should not be a more particular record oi such, which would
give atheism so great a dash ; yea, force rnen to confess

the truth of a deity, and of the written word.
This is a great truth, and a great demonstration ofGod

(blessed for ever !) his being, and of the truth of his word,
that there is a consciejKC : so strange a power, '\\hicli every
man hath within him and over him, that forceth the soui

to a reflection on itself even when it trembles at that sight,

and with an awful sound tells the atheist, there is a God,
when he seems to have no fear or conviction thcreoli This
is that great tormentor and troubler of -the woild, from
which ther€ is no retreat, thougii one shotild See to the ut-

termost parts of the earth : this keeps a high court of jus-

tice under the authority of tlie great Judge, and ll^.cre with-
out respect ofpersons does summons great and small, does
arrest, bring in witness, and passes sentence, yea, in some
measure puts that in execution, and can make hell begin
there, by an inexpressi[)le anguish atid horror. It is strange,

that such a thing, when it is so undeniable, does not stare

4:he world in the face widi more amazement. But I shali

further offer some few evidences of this truth, besides those
already mentioned.

(1.) Could there be such a power in man to cUference
betwixt that ^(3(?J and eiiil which is witliin him, if there

were not also some higher pom^er aboxc him, avIio hath
thus formed him, with such principles ? Yea, could there
be a judging and witnessing widiin a man, if there \^ ere not
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a law and rule over him ? For it is sure, the conscience in

all its actings hath respect to a higher judgment, and to a
law, which even nature's light, though very dim, holds

forth, but is express and clear in the scripture which is

that great rule of the conscience. (2.) Is it not very strange,

to see such a power liiith'in a man, and yet against him ;

that the grossest atheist is an enerny to it, ytt cannot be
without it, or get it shaken off ; and whilst it is known
how strong a bias and inclination these have to evil^ more
thdin good, they are 5'et forced to justify the one, more than
the other ! The drunkard cannot drown this conviction,

nor the worldling bury it in the earth, where his treasure

lies. (3.) Though men may come some length to divert

the conscience and silence it, that it cannot exercise its

function, without some special divine excitation ; yet

is it not manifest, how then when once it is awaked^
there is no possible withstanding ! Then the stout

hearted cannot keep liis ground, to debate with it

;

yea, when they run, it follows with as swift a pace; no
skill, no arguments can defend from its force ; there is no
violence against such a power, but whilst in the practice of
sin they overreach the witness of men, lo ! this is contlii-

iially at hand to tell them, that he who is greater than the

conscience, does regard. (4.) Can any thing be more real

and certain, than these effects of the conscience, I mean
that trouble and fear men have in sinning^ and that peace
and satisfaction that attends welldoing ; Do you know such
a place of the earth, whether this power hath not some ac-

cess to overawe men, even without any visible awe or haz-

ard ? And can ail mankind, through the whole Vv^orld, in

all ages, be in so strange a delusion, if there were no real

ground for it ? (5.) How convincingly does this witness to

a conscience, and the reality of it, that men are at so much
work to bribe it, to frame diversions thereto, yea, to find

out false grounds o^ peace, and some such gloss and com-
mentary, as many reconcile the rule with their grossest

actings and exorbitancies ? And why is this, but that in

outdaring it, they find it stronger than they, and therefore

must counterwork, by darkening that great light, and find

out some shew of reason to silence conscience, and prom-
ise peace to themselves, though they walk in the wicked-
ness of their heart. (6.) Do not these strange extremcSy

which oft are obvious in men's condition, witness the re-

ality of this power ? O what a marvellous thing, to see one
stupid, this day ; and desperate the next, the conscience

breaking out, at that rate, that to be rid thereofand its tor-

ment, the poor man would seek a shelter in the grave }
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Yea, is it not usual to see some wear out their time as

beasts, yet at dying seized with an inexpressible horror of
God ? Is not this something wakened, which was former-
ly asleep ? (7.) Do not men see such desperate acts of
wickedness in the world, such furious running over warn-
ings and convictions, that may even convincingly shew
some pursuit of the conscience, and that horrid way they
take to be rid of it by revenge^ to give it a further wound
and silence its noise, by some violent deep stroke ! (8.)
Are not these sudden unlooked for oiitbi callings ot the con-
science most remarkable ; how it takes some iinaiDarei

and grows upon them, the more they strive with it ? It is

known also, what reflections men usually have on them-
selves and their actions, in some present exigent and haz^
ard; yea, how they are thus affrighted, or in some meas-
ure quiet, as they are put to condemnor acquit themselves
on that score. Now is not this a convincing witness ofthe
force of a natural conscience ; and likewise that usual re-

course, which the grossest of men will in such an extremi-
ty have to God by prayer^ does both declare this, and that

impression thty have upon them of a deity. (9.) How
marvellous a confidence and support does the conscience
afford where it is 2i friend^ under the greatest misery and
trouble from witliout ; for thus a ?nan^s spirit can sustain

its infrmities. But O when it is an adversary^ nothing
(nothing) so insupportable ; it will torment and tear onjC

within, when there is none without dare provoke him I

yea, cause the oppressor to tremble, whilst it upholds the
oppressed with confidence ; it makes the one eat his bread
wirJi joy, wlien it imbitters the pleasant morsels o{ others.

SEVENTH. That there is a rewardfor the righteous^

and unquestionable gain in godliness^ is a piece ofthe scrip-

ture not only well known, and witnessed to the observing
christian in his experience, but is also held forth in every
age, as in great letters to tlie view of the world. Ps. Iviii,

11. xcvii. 1 1. 7^. iii. 10. It is true, that the christian's

lot is oft followed Vv'ithmuch trouble, and sometimes with
loss of his life, which may seem to have a very dismal as-
pect. For that great goodness, which the man who feareth

God, hath ensured to him, is much laid up in anothei^
world : but it is also sure, that there are such clear corfc-

vincing proofs of this truth held forth even to the observa-
tion of men, by which die Lord hath in every age confirm-
ed the same, that 1 am sure the greatest atheist cannot an-
swer even these.

1. That this is the very dictate of a natural conscience,
not oaly that God is, but that he is a rewar^er of such as
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serve him : yea, none amongst men are so gross, or brutish,

xvho are not in some measure principled to difference hz-
twixt good2C[i(\ eiiil^ with some fear of a punishment to the

one, and some hope of recompense to the other ; and are
also forced to notice some more signal and convincing ex-
amples, which have been of that kind in their time.

2. Must we not say, yea, doth not the world see, in ev-
ery age, that history of Joseph in some part acted oi^er

again ? Sure, there have not been wanting many such re-

markable instances, wherein it might be easy to trace an
upright and straight walk through a very maze and laby-

rinth of changes, and to sho\v how that hath been their

condition, and at last integrity hath brought them to land
in a comfortable harbour

;
yea, how often they have had a

marvellous, unlooked for^ relief, contrary to all human ap-

pearance. This indeed is no romance ; but a most true

history, which through all times, and many examples,
might be written of the word and providence, which would
surpass the richest fancy, that any fiction or romance did
ever contain.

3. Must it not be convincing, even to the worst of men,
what a visible blessing doth oft follow the mean lot of some
of the saints, which can make their little reach far, and
cause them to aboundmorem their po'verty, than others

amidst their abundance ? Which, I think, the world can-

not shun to observe, and gather that there is surely some-
thing else than men's own care, which doth their business :

and how that ordinary proverb falleth not to the ground,
that it is better to be happy than wise, when tliey see b. se-

cret judgment blow upon some men's estate, that no means
can prevent ; and a secret blessing, which maketh things

prosper and take effect, accompany the christian's little :

so as it may be easy for such who look abroad, to see where
real contentment, with cheerfulness and giving of thanks,

useth to dwell.

4. May not the world see, there is 2. feast in a good con-

science, how little soever they partake of the \\orId .'' that

well doing, and the practice ofgodliness, hath some present

reward in its hand ? Whereas so remarkable a difference

may be discerned betwixt the countenance and carriage of
such, and of them who trust in falsehood, that surely in a

time of strait, those have another kind of security and con-

fidence, when greatest natural spirits fail ; yea, that those

alone can enjoy themselves, have the most calm and com-
posed spirits, amidst the several changes of their life ; that

according to outward things their peace doth not ebb, nor
flow, but they are at a seen advantage above others, in the
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day when men are sore outwitted with their straits. So as
it will be most easy then to see the good and advantage of
religion, when the vanity of other advantages is most dis-

cernible.

5. Is it not also seen, that true bmour doth truly wait on
humility^ and followeth such ; but tliat it fleethfrom them
who do most pursue it : yea, that faithfulness and an up-
right walk will gain credit even amongst her enemies, and
respect before the v^orld ?

6. That those who are faithful in their life, and diligent

improvers ofa small talent, have usually more added, witli

some discernible growtJi following the same : and as the
drying up of the parts of some, as a judgment on unfaith-

fulness, is oft obvious, so also such a blessing upon serious
diligence, as hath made the last to h^ first, and even out-
run such wIk) \vere once before them. Yea, it is truly

seen, how grace helpeth men's gifts, doth raise and subli-

mate their spirits, above that which once they were.

7. Doth not the Lord put some 'visible diff'erence oft be-
twixt the righteous and the nuicked in a time of common
calamity ? that a strange deliverance with the concurrence
of very marvellous providences, doth sometime await such,
even to the conviction of observers ; which may tell the

world, such have had an invisible hedge of preservation
about them, and have been under some better care, than
their own.

8. What a clear witness do ungodly men oft bear to this

truth, at their death, or at some other strait^ so that their

conscience hath forced them to justify^ the godly man's
choice^ and to say, that the lot of such is only most desir-

able : yea, with much bitterness to lament their own folly,

that made not religion more their business, the good and
advantage whereof is now no matter of debate. Sure, the
world will confess, how oft the confession and testimony
of such men, to this truth, hath reached their ear.

9. I shall but add, that which is so very manifest, how
faithfulness and integrity doth transmit men^s names with
more honour ; yea, maketh it have a sweeter sa'vour in

their generations, than either riches or outward preferment :

yea, that there is a great differeiice betwixt the memorial
of the righteous, and of the wicked, even to the conviction
of the world.

EIGHTH. That 'eerily there is a Godwhojudgeth in the

earthy Ps. Iviii. 11. who doth render unto men 'vengeance^
and doth pursue the transgressor^ because of sin, is a truth,

which the world hath in every age by many convincing in-

stances held forth to them, where they may see the scrip ^

ture clearly verified.
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I have a little touched this in the second argument how
the accomplishing of scripture threatenings is witnessed to

the observation ofthe churchy and to those who are ivise ta

discern the times, wherein they live. I shall here point at

this truth, as it is in the providence of God, written in such

great letters, as are obvious to the view of the world, so as

most common observers cannot pass this without a remark.

It is true, much may be laid over to tliat great general as-

size of the last judgment, that day of retribution
; yea,

sometimes we see the most wicked and vile go in peace to

the grave ; the sovereignty of God doth also appear very

observably in the different measure and kind of punish-

ment ; and it is too evident, how prone men are to look

more to the interest that second causes have in such a

thing, than to a divine hand : but this is also sure, that t^e

Lord is known on the earth by the judgments which he exe-

cuteth, and in every age doth set up such convincing exam-
ples before men, that the greatest atheist may see, yea, oft

their conscience must break the jail, restrain it as they

will, and force this acknowledgment, that such judgments
can be no casual thing ; while something ofa power higher

than man, and a clear verifying of the word, are so discern-

ible therein.

Now to demonstrate this truth, I would offer sonie tilings

which may shew how very near this cometh to the obser-

vation ofmen, so as none can be a stranger thereto, or want

conviction of this piece of the truth of Goi>, except they

willingly shut their eyes, while it is clear.

1. That the very heathens ^ who never knew the scrip-

ture, nor a written law, have yet so much of a natural cotu

science, that not only they can put some difference between

virtiie and mce, but even in some measure can discern

God^s putting some difference betwixt the same, and how
flagitious crimes use to be punished by a dimie hand,

^
We

may say, time could never yet wear out the observation of

this truth, through the world : and though many things

may be received and credited, which not having a sure

ground do quickly vanish, (it being truth's privilege still to

outlive falsehood) yet it is sure, how in the darkest parts of

the earth, this hath been still noticed with a special remark,

and transmitted from one age to another ; yea, the records

ofthe nations, even by heathen writers, shew what remark-

able punishment liath followed cruel oppression, covenant

brealcing, and such other gross sins, against the second ta-

ble ;
yea, how these have been the usuci forerunners of.

great strokes on kingdoms and families.
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2. Doth not the world see, that in those remarkable
judgments^ which have come on a ?iation and people, there
"is something higher Xh.?i\\ instruments, ov second causes,
which may be very evident in bringing the same about :iSO

that all who go by, must confess, such is no casual occur-
rence, nor doth arise out of the dust, but tliat surely a divine

hand is there ? And truly, though some desolating strokes

are very terrible in themselves, and blood and ruins should
he no matter of pleasure

;
yet, whereas thereby that state-

ly sound Is heard, even his voice who maketh the earth to

tremble, and God is made known to the sons of men, we
should not only with fear, but even some holy congratula-

tion consider his work. Now to clear what a convincing
witness these are to this trudi, I shall point at some very
obvious remarks, which I am sure the world cannot con-
tradict, of the Lord's own immediate iiand in such judg-
ments. (1.) That strange concurrence of proA'idcnces,

which useth to appear when God is against a people ; how
all things will then conspire, as a fatal conjunction, tf) work
their wo and ruin, that men may see, surely this is from
the Lord, yjho is vjonderful in counsel, and from a hand
against which there is no etriving. (2.) How such re-

markable strokes are seen to fall in with seme great and re-

markable height o^sin in such a nation and people ; so that

it is easy then for all lookers on to confess the righteousness

of God thereon. (3.) When judgment is coming on a
land, it may appear how instruments are raised, and in a
more than ordinary way acted v/ith all advantages for such
a piece of service. (4.) There is a visible blasting then
both oi counsel 2in6. strength^ and those means which other-

wise looked most probable ; how remarkably such are
confounded, even in the use of their ordinary abilities,

and their heart and usual courage taken from them,
while the Lord is on a work of judgment. (5.) That
astonishing success, which is usually seen to fol-

low those whom the Lord sendethforth to execute his

judgment ; how then they move swiftly, and with vigour

;

they do not stumble, or weary ; it is neither rivers nor
walled cities can stand in their way ; mountains arc made
vallies, to shew it is the L^ord, whose haiul in that day is

strong upon them, to strengthen their loins, and make the
sword and axe sharp for his service. (6.) Amidst these
various strokes which come on a land, can men pass that

of the pestilence Without some special note ? whtre God^s
immediate hand, something supernatural, above ordinary
or natural causes, may be clearly seen, in its strange prog-
ress and spreading, v*'hich like lightning doth oft go through

A. A.
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cities and countries 'in a small time ! Do not these tell

aloud to the world that they come not unsent, and without
some special commission ; and that there is no striving

against them, nor are ordinary means effectual in some
such extraordinary plagues, until he who brought it on, do
also by his own hand take it off.

3. Very obvious even to tlie world is that clear resem-

blance^ which is oft betwixt siii^ and the stroke : how ho-

ly justice doth keep a proportion, and doth shape out the

judgment so exactly, both in measure and kind, that it

may be easy to see the stroke pointing (as with an hand) to

the cause, by its discernible likeness ; and both at the right-

eous judgment of God, which thus measure out to men,
as thty have dealt with others. We see how the Lord
judged Agag, and Adonibezeck ; how Sodom^s burning
lust was punished with fire from heaven : yea, what e^^en

Daijidhiid measured out for his murder and adulterj' ; for

the one, the sx^ord shall not depart front his house, and for

the other, his luives by his own son abused. And truly ev-

ery age's observation can witness this truth from many con-

vincing examples, that there is a God who judgeth in the

earth. It being* oft seen if men would seriously observe,

(1.) How an universal overspreading of sin in a land, hath

usually some national and universal stroke following,

(2.) That blood waiteth on bloody men, and suffereth them,

not oft to live out half their dajs ; one oppressor punished

by another : the unmerciful man paid home in his own
coin, by such as shall shew as little mercy to him, or his.

(3.) How the proud and insolent, who do most hunt after

outward glory, are usually punished with some humbling
aba'ilng stroke. He poiireth contempt on princes ; and such
^vho will not honour God, shall not obtain that honour
they seek from men. (4.) That such who have been most
given up to nncleanness, are oft seen not to increase as to

their posterit I/, but their issue observably made to fail ;

yea, by a divine hand rooted out : sure many such
signal examples might be instanced. (5.) How such who
have chosen' sin, to shun trouble and suffering, have in their

sinful way got as large a measure thereof, as that man, who
in Q. Marifs time said, he cotild not burn for the truth,

and tlierefore forsook it, by an unseen hand, had both him-
self and his house in one night burnt. {6.\ That the

treacherous and deceitful men are thus flcalt with by oth-

ers, yea, children who have l)een undutifulio their parents,

have from theirs met with the sam^f recompense.

(7.) Tiiat whilst men, to make a purchase, have even de-

nied tlieinsclves the necessary use of outward things, they



The Fulfilling of the Scriptun, 185

rare oft seen to leave their estate to such, who do quickly

ivaste and scatter the same ; and thus the sinful parsimo-

ny of parents is punished with the prodigaUty of those who
succeed them. (8.) That the frtqutnt use ofsome dread-

ful imprecations is oft punished by the Lord with a suitable

stroke, to the conviction both ofthemselves and observers.

(9.) How such as have joined together, and united thern-

sclves against the trutb, have been visibly broken as to their

own private interest : and truly we must say, there is oft

such a conjunction of very convincing circumstances, in

some actsof the judgment of God, with such a rescmblatKC
to the ^f/i, yea, judgment sometimes pursuing men in the

very place^ where tlie. sin hath been acted, that it may be
easy for all who go by, to say, there is indeed a Godwbo
judgeth in tlie earth.

4. Doth it not appear, how %^ry convincing and obvious
this truth is even to the world, froni those ordinary remarks
and proverbial sai/irigs, which we find in all ages and in ev-

ery part of the earth, even the most rude and ignorant have
had, of thejudgment of God. For truly \vhat else arc these

but an expresss witness, how univei sally this truth is

known, and received by men, how much the world is con-
vinced thereof, through a long tract of observation, from
the fathers to the children : yea, thence they have had a
divinity of their own, drawn out thereof ; how such sins

do not use to pass without some exemplary punishment.
Now I would but name some few of these remarks, that

have been most usual in all times. (1.) How some/j;?^/-

iies ha've not thriijen, but a secret judgment hath been dis-

cernible thereon, since they had hand in some gross actsof
ivickedness^ such as bloodshed ; their former prosperity

from such a day visibly declining. (2.") How that an tint

purchase useth not to be oi Jong continuance, hnX their es-

tate oft in a very strange and insensible way made to van-
ish, which their children though frugal, can by no means
keep up : and the cause hereof men do easily point at, it

was purchased byfraud, transmitted with a curse cleaving

thereto, and so there was no warding off the judgment of
God. (3.) Such who do not much consider God's con-
troversy, yet are oft forced to remark, that since some have
meddled or matched with such an house, they have sadly
smarted thereby, something of a cwse even following the

772£r and posterity of some. (4.) How sacrilegious med-
dling with that which hath been for a pious and pubWc use,

hath caused a visible waste and consumption in tiieir own
estate. (5.) That men's asking counsel from the de'vil,

and turning to that quarter for their help, dcth usually re-
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solve ih a sad and tragic close ; and truly this, many in

the shutting up of their life have been forced to confess."

(6.) ''V\'\ViXfalsehood ^o\h not use to keep itsfeet, nor a wick-

ed wa^ long prosper, whatever it seem to at the first view

;

yea, I may add, as one of the world's remarks, which they
cannot well shun, that which seemedi was an orcrinary say-

ing in the lime o( Esther, that it is not safe troubling the

church, or for men to state themselves in opposition to that

party ; and I dare not question, but this shall be yet as con-
vincing and obvious to the world, as it hath been in any
former ages.

5. Is not the appearance of a divine hand oft very obvi-

ous to the world in the disco'very of sin, and bringing to

light some grossacts ofAvickedness, even inan extraordinary
ivay ? while it is seen, (1.) By what strange unexpected
fnenns these have been brought forth ; sach an astonishing

affliction, and concurrence ofthings therein, as hath forced

not only lookers on to some special remark, but
hath even struck the guilty party through the heart

with wonder, and conviction of the same. (2.) How the

hand ofjustice pursuing men for some notorious, and pub-
lic crime, doth oft bring to light some that have been most
^ecret^ wliich they thought the world could never reach :

yea, it may be frequently seen while men have been in one

fein found out, it hath also brought forth the discovery of
3pme other, and forced them to confess, that it M'as aright-

fKousjudgment pursuing them for the same. It is a thing

also known, yea, by many undeniable instances witnessed,

that marvellous discovery of concealed tnurder, by the

bleeding of the body upon the touch of the murderer. I

confess, it should be hard to assert the lawful and warranta-

ble practice of such an appeal to so extraordinary and stu-

pendens a sign from the Lord, where scripture goeth not

clearly before us : but on the other hand, such a thing so

surely tried for such an end, and in the case M'hcre all ordi-

nary means ofdiscovery have been wanting, I think, calleth

usto a serious remark thereof, while it so visibly seemeth
to witness his hand, wiio doth make inquisitionfor blood.

6. Is not the dreadful consternation, those tormenting

fears, which men after some gross acts of wickedness do
bewray, a very obvious witness to tliis truth, that there is

a God ivhojudgeth on the earth, in whose hands it is a terri-

ble thing to fall, and shev/eth, ho\v great a punishment
wickedness is to itself? Truly if atheists turn not brutish

and stupid, they must notice this, and confess a thing

which doth so oft reach their ears, \\\\<it have been the

horrid cries of many dying men, who have most sported
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with sin in their lije ; tliat may tell standers by, there is n.

Judge who .can sUttchforth his harul on the soul and con^

science^ whereto no rack pr outward torment is any \vay
comparable.

7. I would further add ; those extraordinary signs and
prodigies, which do usuaUy go before some stroke and
judgnjent on a land, do they not clearly point at a dimne
hand in the same ? For as these are a solemn forewarning
from heaven, t,o gi^e men an alarm, before remarkable
changes, the truth whereof the world cannot deny ; so wc
must say, they are a convincing testimony, that these judg-
ments are no casual things, which the atheist cannot an-
swer ^ it being so clear, (1.) That such signs and prodi-
gies have been in ^wr^ ^^f visible to the world's experi-
ence, and the gravest histories both of ancient and latter

times, do fully witness. (2.) That such things should al-

so be previous to great revolutions in the world, we know
i\\z scripture is most express, Joel\\. 30. Z«/^r xxi. 11.

And as we should guard agahist any superstitious respect,

we should also beware of stupid atheistical inadvertency at

these strange works of the Lord, which call both for fear

and observation. (3.) That such have been usually pre-
a^iousto ^;T(7r calamities and judgments on a people, is a
thing that all ages must witness ; even those, w ho have
been most cautious and discerning in their time, who could
not shun this as a remark. Herodotus doth set that down
as a thing most sure, in his sixth book. Cum J)eus piini-

turns est genteni ct iirbcnu prodigiis, id solet signijicare.

And Lucan could tell what went before the Roman's civil

wars,_ Superique^ minaces prodigiis terras impknint'
Yea, it can hardly be instanced any great change or revolu-
tion in the earth, wliich hath not had some such extraordi-
nary herald going b' fore. (4 ) Can the world deny how
sometimes these prodigious signs have been shaped out t©
point at the uery nature of the stroke then imminent by a
^inmgG resemblance to the same ; such as afiaming sword
in the air, the appearance ofarmies fighting even sometimes
upon the earth, to the view of many, most sober and judi-
cious spectators, also showers ofblood, the noise of drums,
and such like, which are known usually to go before wars
and commotions.
NINTH. That there are cdH spirits, fEph. vi. 12.

i?t'=y. XX. 2, 3.) and a diabolical poijoer^ such as the scrip-
ture hath held forth, 'ivhosc con:,taut lyoik is the ruin aJidun-
doing of man, is a truth, not only witnessfjd from that ex-
perience christians have of their assault, but is undeniable
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by the world, and greatest atheists, except they deny the
discovery of sense, as well as reason.

I confess, it may cause fear and astonishment, to think
©n this, that spirits so knowing and once originally excel-
lent, have fallen thus into such an height of indignation
against infinite goodness, that it is now their only aim and
pleasure, to dishonour Gody and destroy/ his image in man.
It should indeed cause us to fear him, that spared 7iot the
angeis who sinned. But the truth itself is sure, that such a
party is at this day encompassing the earth, and trafficking

up and down there : to prove which by arguments, were
to light a qandle to let men see that it is day, while it is

known what ordinary familiar converse many have there-
with, and alas too easy to discern that power, which the
prince of this world hath upon the children of disobedience.

How obvious are the marks of his conquest almost every
where ; thousands lying in his chains ! How far do we see
many transformed into the very image of the devil ; which
in those desperate prodigious acts of wickedness that are
oft in the world, may appear ; such, whereat we should
think human nature, though corrupt, could not but trem-
ble, yea, look on with horror ! how many in all ages have
even been in an express covenant with them ? and is not
there a great part of the earth, where the ^m/ is visibly

and audibly knovvU, where he hath a kind ofneighbourhood
with men ? But there being no need for such a demonstra-
tion, I only here aim to hold forth what an interesting truth

this is, and ofgreat consequence, if seriously considered ;

yea, how both the scripture and christian religion, is here-

by evidently confirmed since these things must necessarily

follow,

1. That in this the scripture is truly fulfilled, which doth
witness what these spirits are, adversaries to man ; in

their nature and inclination desperately evil ; whose act-

ings in the earth have a visible tendency to men's hurt and
ruin ; yea, their pretended favours always directed to that

end ; whence we see such a natural inbred horror, which
is in man against them.

2. That it is no common thing, which they so much pur-

sue ; something more precious than the body, for which
so great and cruel an adversary is in continual labour ; for

their actings have no such tendency to ruin men's estate in

the world : no, it is most evident, this is the soul, the im-
mortal soul, to undo them in that great interest, is the

mark, whereat they level ; that poor man might be sharer

of that misery, under which thejj are concluded.
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3. Is it not an undeniable consequence of this truth, that

there must be an in'uisible ivorld, that hath inhabitants of
another kind thixn such as are here ; that sure there is some
being above man ; yea, a real correspondence betwixt
fnen and spirits ? And should not man, thus placed in a
middle estate Ijetwixt the angels and tiie beasts here be-

low, partaking in his body with the one, but in his reason-

able souhvith the other, thence raise himself to thoughts
of some more exalieru condition, for which he is framed,
than a sensual life ; and that surely the soul hath an inter-

est in another world, which he should most look after ?

4. Must not this also be sure, that there is an invisible

guard ; and these desperate spirits are under restraint, by
a power stronger than they, which can bound their malice ?

For, this may be certain, that these who have so great en-
mity to man who are so near, and have such advantages
over us, could not keep at such a distance, but that they"

are kept in chains by a higher power.
5. How is it that noiu by the gospel, and within this pre-

cinct of the church, Satan''s power is so much restrained^

in respect diformer times ; while it is known, what a fa-

miliar converse they had with men, did even haunt their

houses, and were so public in their appearance under such
names ofT^z/r/V^ and brounies, which since the breaking out
of the light of the gospel hath not been ? Yea, hath not the
devil to this day an open throne and dominion iri thoss
parts of the earth, where Christ is not worshipped ? It is

also known, how the oracles of old did cease, and that pub-
lic worship, which the world for many ages had given
them, with the very time of Christ's appearance, and
breaking out of the gospel ; these night beasts getting to
tlieir dens, when once the day was broke. Plutarch and
other heathen writers are witness to this.

6. Whence is it that •within the church, where Satan is

most restrained, yet there he doth more stir, than in all the
world besides ? Doth it not shew, that that is the party
with which he is at inar ? Hence doth he more rage^
the more clear the light shineth : yea, is there not seeni

something, besides men's natural enmity at the truth, even
a fury and violence, wherewith some are visibly driven,
in their acting with such an unsatiable cruelty against the
followers of Christ, without the least shadow of provo-
cation, as holds forth a lively resemblance of the dcoil],

and some violent pressure and incitement from that
quarter !

7. Is it not sure, that there is such a party, by this, that
he is an adversary to God and holiness ,• for which reasom
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he doth so impetuously tempt and press men to the (nit-

ward acts of ^i/2 ? Yea, that there is a spirit of blasphemy

^

which so visibly ragetii in tlie world, and acts men to war
against heaven with their tongues, by cursing and blas-

phemous oaths, whicli hath no carnal pleasure or gain, but
yet they cannot forbear, from a violent incitement^ which
may be seen swaying to the same.

8. Whence is it, which is so very known and notorious
that those horrid wretclies who give themselves to the demly
cannot enter in any formal engagement without renouncing
Christ, and their baptism ? doth it not shew that direct op-
position he stands in to Christ, yea, to the very name and
shadow of Christianity ?

i. 9. Whence is it that even the grossest atheists, upon any
appearance of the deml, or apprehension from that quarter,
ivill not thejt make scorn of prayer, but turn in earnest ta
tliat, which at other times they mocked ? O doth it not
shew, men's atheism is their judgment ; that not only
there is a dreadful horror and fear, which by nature men
have of these m/^-Z^i/Y/j, but some inbred sense also and
impression of a dfity, which doth bewray itself, whether
they will or not, in a pressing strait and extremity !

'TENTH. That there is such an enmity betwixt the
seed ofthe "woman, and the serpent, as the scripture hath
held forth, is very manifest : a truth, wherein the world
may see the scripture clearly verified. Gah iv. 29.

It is truly strange, that this putteth not men to more se-

rious thoughts, to pursue such a thing to its true rise, what
should cause such a violent and unreasonable contrariety

against the ways and followers ofGod ; for here, upon
grave rejections, they must needs see, that tlieir way in

this is a convincing witness to the truth of the scripture,

which might put them in some other humour, yea, help to

turn this poison into an antidote against itself. But this is

sure and undeniable, the discovery whereof cannot but
stare the greatest atlieist in the face, from these convincing
evidences.

1. That it is seen, no pri^vate quarrel which ever w^s
among men, hath been witii such vigour and malice pur-

sued, as this upon the account of religion; which hath

still put the world more in a flame, than any private inter-

est ;
yea, it is very manifest how men are carried with the

stream oftheir own natural inclination, to oppose the church
and people ofGo d .

2. That this seed and enmity could iieuer be taken up
through ail i\\Q successions o^ \\m.e, -y a strife which is not

late l)egun, to be seen only in £)//(? age, betwixt the children
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o£the bondwoman, and of the free. No, the most s?ige

and wise amongst men, the greatest peace makers, could
yet never fall on a way to reconcile these two parties ; but
the children have still served themselves heirs to the quar-
rel and hatred of their fathers against the church.

3. Is it not seen, that those who are more c'ml^ and can
hold a Uttle up with t\\Qform ofreligion, yet will bre^k forth
in greatest rage against the power thereof; when once it be-
gins to appear ? It is indeed here, that inbred contrariety,

which is in men against holiness, doth bewray itself, even
in those who are otherwise noted for a calm and peaceable
disposition, while once they begin to be scorched wiH^ its

heat.

4. What strong natural antipathy is this, which causeth
men to pursue with so much bitterness those from whom
tliey never had any personal injury ? Sure their conscience
must oft tell, that they have no reason, or any other provo-
cation, than what is from the appearance of the image of God
ill such : but this is ihsAvtiatnre and disposition, an enmity
which they can no more help, than they can change their

?iature^ or the leopard can change its spots.

5. From what a strong inclination^ and inward principle^'

doth the world thus act in its opposition to the church and
followers of God ? whilst it is clear, though these were
never so quiet and peaceable, yet their enemies are still

restless, and cannot sleep beside them.
6. It is seen, how this doth separate betwixt nearest

friends and relations, and alienate such who have sometimes
been most dear to each other : no bond in nature so strait,

which it will not break. It doth oft set the husband
against the wife, and the parents against the children ;
yea, when religion once breaks out in a corner of a land,
or a family, doth it not then make a visible jar^ and put all

in ajiame.
7. It is clear, that when once grace appeareth in men,'

they are as a sign and wonder to a profane generation. Tho
world doth then sensibly change her countenance, and look-
eth like a stepmother ; while on the other hand it is clear,

that professors turning loose, and running to an excess of
riot with others, will cause tlieir old adversaries to be warm
towards them; and alas, proveth the surest way to gain
^men's friendship, while the world thinks, they are their

' own, when once they turn profane.

ELEVENTH. That the creature is made subject ta

ijcinity, because ofsin : which not only the wisest of men,
buttlte Spirit of God, doth witness, that things here be-
nssith the stm, are indeed Danity and V^'Satlon of spirit

^



202 7he Fulfilling of the Scripture:

(Rpnu vili. 20. Ecd. ii. 11.) is a piece of the scripture, frt

such. great letters written forth to the view of men, that

none can be strangers thereto.

It is true, the cause and solid remedy of this so general

a complaint, are only reached by the godly man ; who
knoweth how to read the vanity of the creature, as a piece
of the fulfilling of the word, and doth seriously consider
things as they are, and not as they appear. But it is also

sure, that in every age through the various changes of
man's life this is so clearly witnessed^ that the most gross
and brutish cannot shift the conviction thereof : but in

one ofthese two times have been forced to a public ac-

knowledging of the same ; at deaths when they are leaving

the world, or in a day of strait^ when the world is leaving

them. How to demonstrate this, I shall here but offer

these few queries.
1. Have not the gi'catest instances of the glory of the

ivorld^ been usually the greatest examples ofits^^wzVy,
Viud change ? How few hath ambition raised, but it hath
also ruined ; yea, given the sorest fall to those it had lifted

most high ? What sudden changes do attend great men,
and high places ; which those who sit low, do escape ?

Sure, if the tragedies of princes, and such who in their con-
dition have been raised above others, were put by them-
selves in record, it would make a great volume, and shew
how their glory and prosperous estate did only make their

fall the more observable.
2. Is it not obvious, what a frail dying disposition Is in

all worldly things ; that even the greatest kingdoms and
politic bodies, to maintain which neither policy nor strength

was wanting, yet like natural bodies of men had their in-

evitable periods, their youth and flourishing times, their

declining and old age, and at last been brought to their

grave ? Hath not the glory of greatest empires and mon-
archies sunk in the dust ? yea, scarce a heap of stones left

this day, to tell us where once famous cities have stood,

Nunc Seges est ubi Trojafuit ; the ruins whereof, and such
excellent pieces of the world, doth clearly shew that cer-

tain, dissolution of the 'vjhole fabric at last.

3. What a small distance \ve may see betwixt extremi-

ties, in outward things, even greatest plenty and poverty,

die highest place and a low condition ! So that the morn-

ing hatli seen some happy and flourishing in the world,
whom the evening hath seen miserable ; and in a most
^aort time, such who have been objects of envy and ad-
n)iration, made the object of men's contempt and pity ;

yea, have so suddenly disappeared, have sunk into so little
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bounds, that men have been put narrowly to consider them,
and with admiration ask, Are these they^ who were once a
terror in the land of the Imng ! And their place hath not
been found, who a few days before seemed to place them-
selves alone in the midst of the earth ?

4. What else is it but the very present moment of time,
that maketh such a difference betwixt the rich and poor ?
since as to what is passed, and the former time, men's hap-
piness and misery may be reckoned as though it hath never
been. Nam quicqiud retroest, mors tenet. And who but
a fool would boast ofthat which is to come, a thing so un-
certain ? This only is sure, that a few days w ill make all

conditions equal, when the bones of the rich, and the dust
of greatest princes, will not be discernible from those of'
the poor man.

5. Is there any thing so pleasant, which hath not a worm
at the root thereof, a moth which naturally breeds in the

most satisfying enjoyments, that quickly eats out the heart

thereof, and blasts their hope before the harvest ? How oft;

is greatest longing, in the pursuit ofthings, turned to loath-

ing and weariness, when obtained ? because it is not the na-
ture of the thing, so much as an humour, and the novelty
thereof, that maketh them pleasant. Hence many sensual

men have turned monastic, and greatest monarchs becorpe
melancholy ; yea, how usual is it for many to survive their

pleasures, and bury their joy and delights in the world,
even before themselves ; while nothing remains of all their

foriper enjoyments, but some sad sighs and groans with a
heavy farewell.

6. Is it not found thsi riches, and abundance of the earth

doth A7£2^more than it fills, and mQ\Vs wealth only further

heightens their wants? How xeiy poor arc some amidst
ihe'ir fulness ; more than those who earn their bread uith
sore labour ; whom the world doth wholly possess, while
they do not all possess it, neither is it in their power to

make use of that they have. Yea, are they not sick and
die in princes' courts, as well as in the meryiest cottage,

and the complaints of the great and rich usually more than
those of the poor ? Sure it is known, that the great man
doth oftener want a stomach and rest, than the poor want
meat and a bed to lie in.

7. In what an endless circle do 'voluptuous men move,
from one thing to another ; in a perpetual search after

other enjoyments, to satisfy their spirits ? It sheweth what
a great wa?it is there, whicii still calls for i^ariety of things,
and some fresh supply, to take off the weariness of one
pleasure by another ; dse the delight they have therein.^
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ivoxM quickly languish and Wear out. Yea, is it not fetill

found, that the best of outward things are not, on a near
iapproach^ what they seemed to be at a distance ? the eye
not satisfied with seeing^ nor the ear luith hearing ! but the

more they are pressed, the less they yield. Neither do
ihey enjoy such things with most satisfaction, who taVe a

jfuU draught, who wallow and steep themselves in their cii-

joyments ; being more in expectation, than in possession :

so that sometime men's attaining their desire hath caused
their delight, and pleasure in these things to cease.

8. It is also clear, that outward things are incident to the

ivorsty without making them the better ; and separable from
the best, without making them the ivorse ; and what can
silver, or gold suit an immortal soul, or ansv^-er such a ca--

pacity, more than virtue and godliness could ansucr to hll

an empty chest or glass botde ?

9. How rare is it for men to get their lot in the world
brought up to their desire ? but are still at some jar \v\x\\

their present condition; so that oft there needs no more
to turn men discontented, but the thought of some lot,

which they apprehend mOre satisfying than their own ; the
want whereof makes them more disquieted than all their

enjoyments are pleasing. Yea, it is also evident, many
men's labour and disquiet doth increase with their wealth,

and turns the flame more violent ; and that even in the con-
dition of the poor there is something the great man is made
to envy, while the poor may find cause oft times to pity and
compassionate some great men in the midst of their pros,

perous estate.

10. What is the enjoying of the best of the earth, but
its very passing aivat/, while it perisheth in the present

use ? And what ! are not men going through the wOrld,
and leaving it behind them, in the midst of their most sat,

isfying enjoyments ? Is not the excellency of most outward
things, only according to opinion, or the institution of
men, while they have but small intrinsic worth from llieir

own quality? In some parts of the earth, whiteness is

reckoned deformity, and the blackest colour the RTeatest

beauty, and therefore they paint the devil ^hitc. What a

poor smoke is swelling titles of honour, ifsoberly weighed ?

while the proud man's happiness doth some way hang
upon the poor mIio go by, which they must beg from
others with the greatest artifice : And ^^•ould the choicest

jewels, or a bag of gold laid upon the heart of a dying nian,

any way quiet lii3 spirit, or case his pain ? Surely this is

vanity.



The Fulfilling of the Scripture. 205

. 11. Is it. not ofi: seen amidst the various chans:es of the

.tavtl"!»/j;77zr<?iyand g eat men tvalking en foot ^ and servants

rid'mg 0)1 horseback; the children oft put to ask an ahns,

froni such wlio have served their fathers? fools loaded

with wealth, and great style, while men of the choicest

spirit are, buried under contempt and poverty ? yea, do
xve not sec !ibW quickly men are cried up, and down in

the world? That which in one age is raised, is oft razed
in another

;
yea, many at much labour to undo that which

others have done with greatest Care alid expense ? what a
sore vanity is tliis !

12. Will not the ivdnt of a very ^-//Zc?// thing oft imhitier
the pleasailtest lot, and turn it into wormivood, and gall ?
The smallest touch of pain, the gravel, or tooth ache, yea,
even ponic melancholy thought, willmake men disrelish

all their present tnjoyments. What torment doth a small
rufHe and dfront oft pro\ e to the proud man, even in the
midst of his glory ? Is it not also found, how carnal mirth
and joy of men ^vaUovving in the delights of the world, hath
still in ihe close a bitter sting and harsh reflection, whicu
*is the shadow aitcnds the body, is the native and insepara-

ble consequent thereof. And surely that may be easy to
discern, there is no condition, which can Avant a cross,

or some mixture of discontent, even where there is least

seen cause. -^

. 1 would add, which cannot want a remark in f^very time,
that while men seem to h^ at the top, and furiliest period
of their thoughts and projects, have things according to

their desire brought to some happy close, they are oft then
uix»n some turn and change in their condition, eithef by
death or some very sad cross, and even/;z that day their

thoughts Iia'De perished. Truly such as arc wise obser\'ers

of the world, and of the course of things therein, may oft

see^ how usual an occurrence this is, that when there is

too bright a sunshine in outward prosperity, if great sobri-
ety and modKratjon do not accompany the same, it is an
ominous and fiital presage of a storm, and ad summum
q uicquid 'snijt , ad exitiimi props est.

TWELFTH. There is this truth, which hath in all

ages been clcaHy witnessed, even to the conviction of tlie

world, that the end of the upright man is peace; and in-

tegrity, vvhatever rub it may seem to have by the way, yet
hath a sweet and comfortable close. Psah xxxvii. 37.
This is an undeniable truth, not only because the saints

arc then entering into perfect peace ; but it is also dear,
that however the godly man may have very sharp assauki,
in the close of his days, and some who have shined very
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bright, do set in a dark cloud, their evening full of sorrow
and bitterness, yea, their reflection on some sad slip,

which they have made by the u ay, bearing them company
even to the grave

; yet this truth is still verified, yea, may
be discernible to the conviction of the world, that integ-

rity and an upright walk hath much peace in the ^\\(\^ and
doth land men ui)on a comfortable harbour ; as to which,
I can appeal to the world, and the most ordinary observers,
ifthis hath not been oft very convincing, and discernible to
them ; from many instances of the Lord's usual way with
those who have been faithful in their generation, at their

death ; from that testimony, which they have then given to

this, yea, from most visible signs and evidences hereof,

even upon their countenance and carriage ; whilst it is

seen,

1

.

How great an advantage such use to have aboite others^

u hen death approacheth ; so that it hath not been Balaam*

^

wish alone, to die the death of the righteous^ and to haiic

his latter end li^ theirs, but the worst of men are still forc-

ed to witness their respect to the lot of a dying christian,

and would wish a share thereof when it comes to their

turn ; about which I may ask the greatest mockers at relig-

ion and at the life ofa godly man, if they can possibly sliun

this conviction, that surely such are at the best estate, and
at the greatest advantage, in their end.

2. This I am sure cannot be hid from the world, that

abundant peace the saints do then testify in their choice ;

what a present unspeakable complacency they have with
this, that they valued 6'ii77^^ above all other advantages,

did choose affliction rather than sin ; and now \vhi!c they

are turning their face to the wall, find the witness of a good
conscience^ and in God's approbation so sweet w feast, that

their joy and peace on this account, they cannot smother or

keep in, but declare to all who stand by, what (hey find.

And truly it hath been oft seen, how the inward joy which
some of these have had, hath exceeded their outwarti pain,

been more sensible to them than their sickness ; yea, they

have been in leaving the world much more cheerful than

those whom they left behind.

3. It is also known, and may be very obvious to sland-

ers by, how with a swieet composure aiul recumbency of
.?(?w/such have laid themselves upon the promise, in that

hour, wliile they were grappling with the king of terrors ;

their spirit then quiet and calm, having taken the truth and
testimony ofGod for their sliitld ar.d bupklcr; which may
tell the world what another kind of security and confidence

these have beyond others ; yea, that surely the ground qi\
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Ivhich this confidence is founded, must be a thing that is

tible to bear out the greatest storm and assault, and is some-
thing above nature.

4. Is it not clear, that even an untimely and violent death

could not hinder or frustrate that peace, which integrity

Causeth in the close ? For innumerable instances can wit-

ness what marvellous joy and satisfaction the saints have
shewed at a stake, and upon a scaffold ; and thence have
had more cheerful going out of time, than the rich man
stretched upon his soft bed, or the greatest monarch
amidst all outward advantages. Sure we must say, that

sweet refreshing close of the upright man hath never
been more visible, and Writ in greater letters, than in such
a case.

5. What very sad conflicts have some of the saints had
in their life ; yea, even upon the setting of the sun have
been put to cry out through sore perplexing fears^ and
doubts^ wherewith they have been assaulted, who have at

last had this turned into a song^ and such a marvellous
change in their case, as hath not been more sensible to

themselves, than discernible to all lookers on, like a sud-
den calm and sitnshine, after some dark storm. I must
here ask the atheist, and such as reckon godliness but a
fancy, whence should so strange, so sudden and great alter-

ation proceed ; that those who a little before were under
such horror, could have no rest, no arguments could serve
their turn, do thus witness the abundant peace of their

souls ; yea, (which is oft seen) \\\^Xfer'Dent desire^ where-
with some ofthe saints are taken away, the very lustre of
heaven being upon their countenance ! How marvellous
and piercing are their words, which may clearly tell that

now they feel, they see, and have got some glance of that,

which lookers on cannot reach, though they cannot deny
an acknowledgment of this.

6. Must not the world grant, yea, the greatest enemies
to godliness allow this charity, that sure this peace ^xsAjoy
which such have witnessed at deatb, can be no ccunterfeit ?
That there is no temptation could thus bias them to de-
ceive others, and themselves, in a matter of such high con-
cernment ; and at a time, when it is expected, the grossest
of men would speak truth; yea, that this doth appear,
whiiemen cannot in the least charge dying christians, with
any distemper in their judgment, but while they have been
most composed, stayed, and present in mind, and as to
other things of their concernment, most deliberate and so-
ber ; eveq then they liavc borne this witness*
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^ii"ice that peace and joy, which integrity hath in tli€

close of the day, yvhen the saints are dying, is undeniable,
even to the conviction of the world, I woald add some-

t thing about that great truth, The immortaliiy of the souly

and its subsisting ofter death : to which this joy, when the
christian is finishing his course, hath a special respect ;

and is u truth, wherein the scripture's accomplishment,
and the certainty ofthat blessed record, may be convinc-
ingly witnessed, and demonstrated to the world. For it is

thus CI mean, by the light of the scripture) that life afid
immortality is brought to lights and made known to the
sons of men. I know, this seems so common and uncon-
troverted a thing, an after being of the soul, and its eter-

nal subsistence, that to essay more than the naming of it

may be looked on as impertinent. But oh, how unknown
a truth is it ! of which there needs no more to shew the
little solid persuasion men have, but that it is so usually

passed with so few, and these very common thmghts. It

is not indeed much questioned, not because it is believed
and men are sure thereof, but because they are not \\\

earnest about such a thing. It concerns the world to keep
at a distance from a thorough knowing of that which woukl
be their torment to know ; and there is cause for this sad
regret within the church, that the most great and funda-
mental truths, wherein our comfort is most concerned, are

usually least studied. But O should it not put us to other

thoughts, if we could have a serious view of this ? It may
truly be said, the better part is so buried in the worst part,

i that until men are dying, few lay this to hearty that their

souls must live for ever, yea, must once part fellowship

with the body, and enter in another world, and an unknown
state, until the resurrection. What I intend here, is only

a short touch at this great truth, as it is a convincing wit-

ness to the scripture, and the accomplishment thereof;

about which I would offer these three to be considered,

I. How express and clear a testimony the scripture gives

to this. 2. On wliat plain and undeniable grounds of
reason this truth is demonstrated to the world. 3. How-
great a thing it is, to believe and be assuredly persuaded
thereof; for it seems, men rather dream, than have their

judgments seriously exercised, or are in earnest about such
a thijig.

As to the first, it is undenial)le that not only the scrips

turchoWs this forth, but that there only men have a clear

and ritilit discovery of it. It is indeed known, what
^lanccii thevvorld hath had of this, yea, what hath been

^viit tlV^reon, by soir.": whosc'sole gnide was th" light of na-
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ture, in this search. But it is no less evident, how very

flark and uncertain, these have been : they could not shift

some conviction thereof, but it was through a dark cloud,

and as some pleasant dream, they looked thereon ; because
they did not know its rise and original, and what the end
was, to which in its actings it ought to be directed ; they

knew not what its after condition could truly mean.
Hence with such wavering and uncertainty do they ex-
press their thoughts. I do not here mean the schools of
Epicurus only, to whoni the soul was but a complexion of
atoms ; but ye see how perplexed and uncertain both
Aristotle and others of those famous ancients have shewed
themselves about this : which speaks out more some per-

plexed and disordered notion, which they could not ward
off, than any clear and certain discovery which they had
on solid grounds thereof ; for they knew not the scripture,

where its original, whence it is, and whither it must re-

turn, is so clearly held forth. Eccl. xii. 7. And youi may
further see, ^^^. xii. 9. Gen. ii. 7. Euke xv'u 22, 23.
I Pet. m. 9.

2. This grave testimony, which the scripture of God
does bear to such a truth, may be also held forth to the
world from such a clear and rational demonstration, that

the most brutish of men can hardly sink so far into the con-
dition of a beast, as to deny they have a never dying soul,

which will not go to the dust or inherit corruption with the
body, I should be loath to borrow so much of your time,

by any discourse on a subject, which by others hath been
so much handled ; for which there are many, many argu-
ments unanswerably demonstrative of this truth, both
physical and moral ; yet having mentioned it, I cannot al-

together pass the same without a touch at some few, that

may be most convincing and obvious. (1.) Ifyou should
question the being and subsistence of the soul after death,

you must also deny iXs,frame ; that it is a simple, imma-
terial and active substance, which hath neither quantity

nor parts, and is not compounded of any principles, and
therefore can be resolved to none. (2.) Do but consider,

if the soul have no cause of corruption, and from no contra-

ries can suffer opposition, as the body does, through the
prevalency ofheat or cold, how should it then admit of a
dissolution with the body ! For you know generation and
corruption they are by contraries. And if you argue from
any natural cause, it must surely be one of two, which
makes the soul partake with die body in its decay and
mouldering down; either "ix dependence on matter, as the

soul of the beast hath, which is but a material form, or a
c c
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conflictfrom contrary qualities, which you know helps the

body^s wasting and its fall : but I think, you would not so
far contradict reason, as to allege any of these concerning
the soul ol' man.^ (3.) Con^sider, if by those diseases ia

which the body is subject, tiie soul is not reached, must it

not also have a distinct existence from it ? And I am sure,

you must grant, the soul doth not direcdy suft'er from any
outward diseases ; but the body may be under expressi-

ble pain and anguish, \vhen there is a sweet calm and se-

renity within. (4.) Does not this witness, that the soul
lies not a dying with the body, nor falls with it, since it

suffers no decrease^ but is found strong and vigorous in its

actings, when the ilesh is brought low, and on a visible de-
cay ? Yea, is it not at the greatest advantage in its exercise
untl discerning, the more separate from the body and sen-

sible things ? Now it is sure, that cannot be destructive to

the soul in its being, which is so subservient to it in its op-
eration. I think, those who ever observed the joy and
peqce of a dying christian, and the excellent frame and
composure of his soul, under a pained and languishing

, body, through many diseases, may clearly see this truth,

and there read a lecture of the immortality of the soul.

(5.) Will you consider, can the soul of man have a de-

pendence on the body in its being, when it does no way
depend thereon in its acting and exercise ? For it is sure,

il does truly act, yea, hath a clear ratiocination, even when
the body sleeps : and O does it not prove, that this soul

that is found waking, when the other is asleep, must have

a distinct subsistence, and live when that dies. (6.) If

you admit that there are spirits and incorporeal beings,

which do act without a body, and yet have a true and real

subsistence, can you doubt or question the existing of the

soul, or its exercising the faculties thereof, without the

body, though you do not reach how this should be ? And
if there be indeed a converse and intercourse betwixt us

and spiritual beings, yea, a trutli in fellowship with Ggd
the Father of spirits, O may not this satisfyingly demon-
strate that existence and acting of the soul ; even when the

.body is at a distance and in the grave ! (7.) Consider, that

\\ hich you must grant hath a donwiicni and preeminence
over the body ; by its making a rational choice of good
when it is most cross to the desire imd delight of the flesh ;

yea, cannot only determine it to endure most grievous tor-

mentii, but does oft witness a special delectation therein,

ni'-isc it not be something truly distinct from the body, and
what can have ^i subsistence without it • Now this, I am
iiurf , you will not deny, that there is such a dominion over
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1

the flesh, and a captivating of it to the law of the mind
;

which the most sensual and brutish will not deny in many
instances, how little acquaintance soever they have with it

themselves. (8.) Since there is a discovery and knowl-
edge of things, not only aho'oeiht reach and impressions of
sense, but even contrary thereto, that men do rationally

judge and assent to truths, which truly contradict their

senses, as the rotundity of the earth, which seems to us a
plain, &c. O does it not shew, that this soul in man,
which can so far soar above the earth, and does so far ex-
ceed the body, must be of a more excellent mould, and
something truly different from it ? I shall but add, what
means that "v^ar and struggling whicii to every christian is

known betwixt the fiesh and the spirit ; yea, to every man
is known betwixt him and his natural conscience P what
mean those rejiex acts of the soul on itself, those marvel-
lous products of the understanding, and ncvo disco'oery ?

why are men so anxious and concerned about their surviv-
ing naine, which is a most poor airy accident, not worth
the regarding, if there were a destruction of the whole ?

what means that marvellous deportment of so many martyrs
for the truth, that they should shew such a joy and satisfac-

tion amidst their torments, as though they had no bodies
;

the pleasure of the soul so far overcoming tlie pain of the
Uesh ? what means so iinimrsol a consent to this truth, that
tliose who hate and fear it, yet cannot be rid thereof ? and
I must also ask, how are the choice and the excellent of the
earth so oft crushed under the feet of their oppressors^
whilst these wretches do oft wallow in all satisfying outward
delights ; yea, sometimes go hence ivithoiit bands in their

death ? In a word, O wiiat is it that makes so vast a differ-

ence betwixt men and beasts, since these you see iiave a sen-
sual life, want not some natural sagacity, and hs^e their

enjoyments by the senses as well as man ?

3. Let us consider hov.' great ?.nd astonishing a tmth
this is. O immortality , do men believe it (the sonl's f-ur-

viving the body, and that condition wherein it will enter)
and y^t have sofeiv thoughts thereof ! For this is a matter
of such concernment, that may turn much of our life in n
continued v/ondering. I must say,

^
can this be believed,

our having an irnmortal soul, whicii is of a more excellent
nature and inestimable value, than -these visible h( avcns,
sun, moon, and stars : and which no less than the biood of
him who was truly God, could ransom from everlasting
wrath, and yet that we put so small a price thereon ! is it in-

deed believed by men, whilst they are so hot in their pur-
suit after the world ? since here is a question may ailencr.
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all flesh, IFhat should' it avail a man to gain wtrt it the-

wholeivorld, when it is purchased with the losing of the

soul ? It is sure, there is no imaginable proportion bet\yixt;

that and a piece of red earth, or betwixt a few years of time

and long eternity. I remember a passage of worthy Mr.
JSIair^ our own countryman, who the first time he heard

Mr. Bruce presLch, said, The fame of so great a man caus-

ed him to expect something very extraordinary from him :

but his whole sermon did press this truth of the soul's being
immortal, and that it was a great thing to believe it ; he
confessed, it did at first some way amuse him, why he
dwelt so much upon so known and common a subject : but

after, he found it was some other thing than appears at the

first look ; for which men may dispute, and toss it as a no-

tion in the schools, who never knew what it was to believe

the triith thereof; and that a serious impression of it on the

heart is something else than a swimming of it in the head,

by some ordinary speculation of this. O what a truth

would it appear, and what astonishment would it cause, if

men would but some times go alone, and consider,

Cl.) What it is they have thus held out to them, and how
great a change is before them, which ere many days must
fee in their condition, v/hen once that strange step is passed
betwixt time and another world, which they can step but
once. (2.) That this marvellous change is truly near ;

time making long steps, the vessel under full sail, which
carries men forward, whether they sleep or wake, to that

port : for it is sure, this cannot be long deferred, and it is

very unsure, but this night thy soul may be required.

(3.) That this change must be in a moment^ in the very

twinkling of an eye, and no interval, but a present entering

of the soul into that «//^r state ^ which shall then put the

christian in the fulness of an inconceivable joy, in the im-
mediate pretence of God, in the embracements of the Me-
diator, amongst the angels, and spirits of the just made
perfect ; but one moment also must put others out of their

sensual pleasures and delights, the prince off his throne,

and those who have been wallowing in the world, down to

those dark and horrid prisons, wh.ere with the ceasing of

this world's melody, they are forthwith met with that hor-

rid noise and howling of the devils and of all the company
of the damned. (4.) Oh! if men would consider, what
thoughts they shall then l)ave in another world, of that oth-

er iwrld^ and what other thoughts of tlieir/o,»wri- state and
condition ; how far tliey will find this beyond all the y ever

thought or conceived at a distance. (5.) Should it not

cause astonishment to thiiik seriously on this great change,
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which admits no after change; but tliat there \<jX\% eternity

is the true measure of the souPs duration after death ! O
what a long breathing word, to be ei^er e^uer blessed or mis-

erable, where the one hath nofear and can go no more out,,

and the other no hope or possibility thereof! The hope of
the hireling is not there, that he may change his master at

the next term ; for these gates are everlastingly shut, by the

decree of him who alters not. i
Now to shut up this argument, I shall offer one instance

^tnore, wherein the world may see the truth ofthe scripture,

and therewith of a divine providence, convincingly demon-
strated, if prejudice did not draw a veil and obstruct so ex-
cellent a discoverj' : it is this, That the %vay of God is per-

fect, (Psal. xvin. 30,) and that his works are perfect ; and
his wat/s, judgment, (Deut. xxxii. 4.) "yea, that he does all

thi?igs "mell, (Mark vii. 37.) which testimony then the

multitude was forced to bear to tl»is great truth : and O
how great a truth is it ! which can be said neither of angels

nor men, but to him hath a peculiar respect, even to him
alone, in whose way there is nothing crooked, no mistake,

np inequality, nothing too much or superfluous, nothing

out of due time, that is either too soon,, or too late, nothing

incongruous, nothing misplaced
; yea, in all he does noth=

ing which is not best done, which any could rectify or make
better, but in every piece of his work leavesmatter of won-
der behind, and thus declare^i himself to be God ! I know,
this is a truth the world cannot well bear, but pretends a
visible contradiction from the great disorder^ that things

here seem to be in ; for men will oppose to this, what a

miscarrying there is of instruments, what a strange emcr-
gencj^ there is of most grievous and cross accidents, the

most promising means frequendy blasted
;
yea, how good

and evil are so strangely inierweaved ; and is not the pres-

ent day oft undoing the work and labour ofthe former ? Yet
whatever the world can say to darken this great truth. That
the way of the Lord is absolutely perfect, it must shine :

yea, it does not want clearness, when by a thick interposi-

tion betwixt us and the same, there may be need of clearing

it. The sun ceases not to shine, when the clouds obstruct

its brightness, as to us. O that those who will debate so
great a truth, would but come near, and by a serious per-

pending, consider the work of the Zo/y/, then should chey

see so much in the daily tract and administration of provi.
dence, yea, even in most ordinary passages thereof, that

might arrest their spirit with astonishment, the discovery

whereof they shun, by keeping at a distance from it.
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-I shall touch a little this demonstration, how this piece

of divine truth is verified and writ out in the event, to the

observation of the world, that they who cannot spiritually'

discern the same, yet, have so much witnessicd as to daz-
zle their eyes, and force this acknowledgment, that the

ivat/ of the Lord is perfect, and he hath done all things

'•ccell! and for clearing, I would ofter some particulars,

though few, yet so very comprehensive, that in a large

measure, they reach not only those great works of God,
wherein he most eminently declares himself about the

church, but takes in also the most crdinary things of prov-

idence, here under tf.e sun, and therein demonstrates the

certainty of this truth.

Firsts you may see this clearly verified, that the ivay of
the L,ord is perfect^ in the ^ii}holeframe cmd structure ofthe
church ofChrist here ; which is made a great wonder, and
an astonishing piece of the work of God, beyond the most
exquisite human contrivance, that ever was. It is true,

her glorrj^ that does xnosi affect the eye, and ravish the

heart, it is withi?i, and lies not in the common road of men's
observation : yea, some parts of this excellent body oft-

times are in such a disorder, as darkens the beauty of the

whole ; there is such an intermixture of the hay and stub-

ble of human inventions, with this choice building, that

helps to mar its order and beauty ; the carved work also

may be spoiled and broken down, as with axes and ham-
mers

;
yet with all these disadvantages, there is a glory on

the church of Christ, an awful majesty, such convincing

marks of its grandeur, even under its ruins, as have forced

the world, and the great men thereof, to consider that sight

with wonder and amazement, whicli you see, Psal. xlviii.

they saiVythey mari^elled^ andhastcdaivay. And the pre-

ceding words give clear reason, for Cod\vas huoivn in her

palaces for a refuge. They saw something both in die

grandeur and frame of the church, and in her preservation,

that forced them to see that it was something more than

human. Now to clear this a little, do but consider these

few instances, wherein you may see the great and stupcn-

dous fibric of the church, nnd how all things arc there

well ordered by him who hath framed it. (1.) You may
see on what a sure foundation it is built, even that of the

prophets and apostles which is the scripture ofGod, where-

on as it is manifestly founded : it is no less marvellously

umtedandjoi?7ed together in ^esus Christ, who is the chief

corner stone : will you serioasly consider the form of the

house, and the fashion thereof, its goings out and comings

in, with all its ordinances, and tliere you may see liow
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rnarvellously exact and uniform this building is. C2.) Is

it not likewise obvious, that the church xhwsjitly joined to-

gether and knit^ by all that the joints do supply^ in its

whole complex frame groweth up as a buiUling to the

Lord? Yea, is there not a very strait union and correspon-
dence betwixt all the parts thereof in the same faith and
^vorship ; tliat though divided in so many parcels through
the world, yet is still one entire body, the union whereof,
the variety of members, and these of such various sizes,

that great inequality amongst them in their growth, the re-

moteness of place, diftcrent languages, exile or change of
countries, yet cannot break off that near tie, that joins the
church of Christ together. (.1.) What a wonderful con-
trivance is it, which is in the world, yet not of'ii ? that
spreadsitselfamong the nations, yet loseth not its own dis-

tinct being ; is mixed with human societies, yet an inclos-

ure and incorporation by herself; a fountain of sweet wa-
ters sealed, though surrounded with this great salt ocean of
the world ; is made up ofmany particular churches, yet
every part homogeneous, and of the same nature with the
whole ; and though it seems to be open to sore assaults,

yet is a defenced city, which is impaled, hath both her
walls and vvatchmen, her bulwarks and strong towers!
(4.) This is ofsuch a fi-ame, that is both ijisidle and i?msi-
ble, yet not two distinct churches ; though, under diverse
considerations, it coniprehends both without any jar, and
hath comrnunion witli Jesus Christ as her head for
life ; standing related to him as his mystical body, and yet
as a visible politic body, is related also to him, as its su -

{)reme head, by a political government and guidance, and
hath an express charter granted for its extents and rights

(5.) This must be said of it, though blacky yet comely;
though it does not want some spots they do not so far mav
its beauty, but, that in all its several administrations there
appears a singular grace. It hath indeed its blemishes and
failings, yet every measure and degree thereofdoes net for-

feit her relation, rights, and privileges. (6.) Is it not a
marvellous frame, which does not want a corrupt mixture,
yet in its rule and constitution docs alloiu no corruption :

and though many are ^bund gross within, yet does it difier-

ence betwixt the precious -dnd the -oile ; yea, shuts its gates>
as well as it opens, and is no more tender and easy in her
admission, than awfijl and authoritative in her rejection ?

(7.) /t is so well constituted, that all her oncers have their

appointment, aad^each their work and charge designed, yet
nogjeater variety o{sGv\'icQ and employments, than there
is of gifts, which from her head are dispensed and suited to
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'flie same. (8.), She is of such a mould and frame, '*tHt

though she can' bx)ast of an intrinsic power, witliin hei*self,

yet must derive it from another fountain ; yea, must have
?i directory and rule from her supreme v6(?<7c/and lawgiver,

for exerting the acts of that power : which also hath its

proper objects, even the inward man, and its peculiar e7id^

the edification of the lx)dy, to which this power and the:

exercise thereof is directed. (9.) This is such a body,
' the members whereof are indeed subject to the magistrates,
lind denies no due obedience to that power, yet without
any subordination or subjecting of the church, as such, to

an human power : and though it hath not its authority or
jurisdiction from men, it denies no, just respect to these :

it does i/indmid loose upon the earth, which no human pow-
er can make void ; and though cast in among the nations,

yet by peculiar bounds is kept from all other societies dis-

tinct : she hath her judicatories, and there a subordination

of the lesser to the greater, yet no allowed preeminence and
inequality amongst her officers ; yea, though her govern-
ment is truly monarchic with respect to her head, for there

is but one supreme Lord ; yet with respect to the servants

and officers, it is a most excellent well tempered aristocrat

cij, which holds off those gradual differences of power and
greatness amongst them, which are so much in use amongst
the nations. In a word, O do you consider this choice

and exquisite frame, and you will see how both tenderness
' and se'Dcriiy do here concur ; what a healing there is here

in her sharpest rebukes and censures, whilst a private es-

say for gaining, is to go before a public and judicial proce-

dure ; yea, her authoritative determinations without preju-

dice to the judgment of christian prudence and discretion,

which belongs to every one of her members. Consider

'also how she ivears not out, but hath still a spring after the

^'winter, hath both her signs and her seasons, and whilst she

Is losing and in a decay as to particular members, she is

still tra'uailing in birth for a new offspring and succession,

O that they vvho stand afar, would but come near, and -seri-

ously look on this rare piece of work 1 Go about Zion, coji-

sjdcr ivell her to^vers and bulwarks, &c. that you may see,

this is a fabric the Lord hath founded, and raised up, and
«;that surely this piece of the word is therein fulfilled, j^;>
' ivai/ is perfect, and he does all things well.

Seco7idhj. Is not this great trutli clearly demonstrated,

not only in the frame, but in -the \\hole conduct and admin'-

istration of providence nlfQiu the church ? Which is indeed

one of the most marvellous discoveries, we have of God
here ; yea, even to ti:e -.^'iof'd, is pft "convincindy obvioi'iSy
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through what a variety of dispensations he useth to bring

forth his work^ and makes his way oft break out of the

bosom of a dark cloud ; yea, so une:ipectedly can make
those perplexed changes, with which the church militant

is tossed, resolve in such a satisfying close, that it may be
seen they were all directed for her interest and advantage,

I know, this is a great deep, and we cannot have such a dis-

covery of the providence of Goti about the church, nor
reach the meaning of things in their first mould, as in their

after tendency and product. O that marvellous^ sights

which shall once be, when that great work of providence,
that now is put over into the hand of the Mediator, hath
its perfect close ; and the whole frame and contexture set

up together as one entire piece to look upon, that is now
by several pieces and through a various succession of ages

carried on ! Yet we must say, the Lord herein comes so
near, even in the darkest times, and makes the glory of
this truth in such a measure shine forth, as may convinc-

ingly witness to any ordinary observers, the way of the

Lord is perfect in all that he does. I shall here offer some
few things, that in every time are obvious to those who
take pleasure in such a discovery, and desire not to keep
at a distance therewith. (1.) Must it not be said of his

way, that he does nothing in ijain^ but makes all things con-

gruous to his end, even things that amongst themselves do
most cross one another ? Does he not carry on his design

by the miscarrying of instrument^, and bring forth his

greatest works ' by means most small and contemptible I

1 know, the world would object, they can see no such
thing ; and indeed providence cannot be understood, or

the meaning thereof by one look : but I must ask, do yoa
discern the motion of the hand upon the clock, even whilst

it is certainly going forward ? yet when it comes to the

hour, and strikes, you will see it was then moving. It is

sure, there are such periods, that providence hath, where
Its meaning does not clearly break forth, until it comes to

the striking of the hour, if we may so say : and then the

most stupid are forced to observe, what once seemed most
improbable, in the way of the Lord. (2.) Is it not also

obvious hov/ the Lord doth ensnare men in the work of
their own hand, and turns their wrath unto his praise ? how
he takes the wise, and outwits them by their counsels;

makes events fallout contrary to the second causes ; frus-

trates the most promising means ; and by things unknown
and unthought upon, does oft bring forth the deliverance

of the church; yea, how out of shame and reproach he
does even bring about his glpry. Sure the<^e are not
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so far in the dark, that in any age the world can altogether

pretend ignorance thereof. And is not his ivay perfect^,

of which such things can be said ? (3.) Have we not this

discovery, how the church is oilfed by the rod: yea, un-
der that appears with such advantage, that may be said, her

meat hath been brought forth out of the eater ? How usu-
ally is her mercy and enlargement prepared for her, by the,

sharpest downcasting ? oft is she humbled, in order to an
upraising and deliverance ; yea, oft is one step of the way
ofthe Lord made clear to her by another. O is not here
so excellent and marvellous a method, that all the wit and
invention of the world cannot follow ! (4.) His way is in-

deed perfect, and by an infinite wisdom managed, which
does at once^ and by the very same providence, reach somany
several designs ; yea, bring forth such various and contra-

ry effects^ that no human reason could ever judge the re-

sult and conclusion by the premises ; how severity and
mercy should be at once brought forth ; a more full stroke

on the adversary, by their further raising, yea, by along.,

forbearance of that stroke ; how he should also make use;

ofthe same mean both for humbling and proving and to do^

his people good in the latter end. O how perfect must his \

way be, where all the steps thereof, and after product

;

would seem repugnant ; yet no real jar. For the church
sinking, yet does not perish ; in a flame, yet not consumed,
but is thereby kept alive ; brought under the yoke of the

oppressor, to make her grow and flourish ; is wounded and
smitten, for her further healing, and a witness ofGod's ten-

derness to her thereby ; hath a greater weight and burden
put on, to give her thus ease and enlargement ; yea, is

chastened and meets with suffering, to prevent suffering,

that she may rest in the day of trouble ! Sure these are a
part of the ways ofGody and may be visibly demonstrated
m the conduct of his providence about the church, even
to the conviction ofthe world. But oh ! it is hard to see,.

wliL-n men will shut their eyes. (5.) Is it not obvious,

what strange things do sometime fall in betwixt the begin-

niiig and close of some special piece of providence about
the church, that do pass human reach to give a present

reason for tl^e same : yet in all these may there not be dis-

eenu'd a remarkable dependence and connection of tilings f

how in r,uch a variety of cross events, and in a long contin-

ued tract of providence, every thing falls in aright, in its

own place ; yea, every step, every circumstance, so pro.

portioned by a marvellous disposal anj.1 conduct thereotl

to suit another, for making the whole complex providence

b.'auiiiui ; that on a serious review the world must con-
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fess, this is a concatenation so strange, that it must be his

work, and his alone, who sees thingsfrom the beginning to

the end. (6.) How perfect is his way, who can hasten z.nfX

dispatchhis work by delays ; and when he seems to take

a long circuit in bringing about his design, yet loses no
time, but in such a visible going back does most effectually

move forward ! Yea, is it not seen, how he makes things

fell in, that are very unexpected, cross and remote (that

would never have entered in our thoughts) to answer his

blessed end ? and even dispose that which above all might
seem most directly destructive to the church, to be of all

other things most effectual and subservient to her advance;
brings her more quickly forward to the harbour by a storm,
than a calm ! O have we not such great things to observe
in the way of the Lord, that may shew it is indeed perfect

!

(7.) It is also very clear, though not on the first view, yet
in the close and issue, what a certain steady motion provi-
dence hath, and keeps on its course, whilst the world is

reeling to and fro : how the church's mercy hath by great-

est disappointments been more fully answered, than in the
most probable way ; yea, when her relief seemed furthest

off, and had been much followed with many a weary look
from some other quarter, with what a strange surprisal

does providence oft break out at her hand, as it vv'ere from
under the ground, with an unexpected mercy ? (8.) You
may see his way is perfect, who puts a peculiar beauty
upon every occurrent of providence, and brings it forth in

the very fit opportune time, that it could not fall out more
seasonably and with more advantage to the church. Is

there not a seen cause for her sharp trials, and the necessity
thereofno less discernible, than there is of the winter, for
the profit and advantage of the earth ? and is it not also

manifest, her reviving came never too late, but in tlie very
fittest time ? I know, the world may object, they can see
this in tli» revolutions of the year, but not in any such
changes of the church : yet i am sure, this is manifest, that
the church of Christ hath h^r sad ^nd her more comforting
times here, with as discernible a succession of the one to the
otlier, as there is of the summer to the winter

; yea, that
under these vicissitudes of her condition she is still seen to
look forth with a peculiar advantage. 1 shall add ; what
a marvellous composition and temperament of contraries
is discernible in this excellent frame ofprovidence ? There
is nothing here incongruous ; nothing here too small, which
doth not fall under its reach, and nothing so great that can
overreach it ; here is no jar or disagiecing wiili the diligert

use ofmeans, yet does this rise so hi above the same, that
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no human: care can bend it to their will, nor is there any
mnhing cross to such a ciHrent. Here is indeed an uh.
searchable deep ! Yet so much is 4here broken forth anjtl

made clear, that may convincingly witness and verify this
truth, even to ordinary observers, the way of the Lordjs
perfect. And what now we cannot attain in its discovery
we should learn to admire and solidly believe a more clear
unanitestation thereof, •

:

,

\ 3. I shall yet farther pursue this demonstration with re.

''«peGt to that great and marvellous work of God in the re-

demption of the church ; a contrivance, we may say, more
vvonderful than this whole structure ofthe universe, of the
heavens and earth, which are so exquisitely framed ! ^For

here the thing itself is not more astonishing, than the way
and conduct of infinite wisdom is, in the whole frame, and
all the steps thereof. O this great thing, that men's dis-

tance therefrom does only keep them from being dazzled ;

where their ignorance is the great let why they do not lAore
wonder at it .'This is indeed far above nature, that willi.

•••«tet a divine illumination it cannot be known, or under-
stood : yet we must say, so much is brought forth and dis-

covered, that those who have only report, and thence give
some ordinary assent thereto, cannot have their reason aiid

judgment in exercise without some such conviction upon
tlieir souls, that surely this is a contrivance above human
?each, and worthy ofthe great God ; yea, that htrtm his

'-' tvay i^ most absolutely perfect ; and no sight can be like

this, "where we may see so excellent a correspondence be,
;>;tween the foundation and superstructure, that the whole
• fi^ct of the gospel is but one entire and complete mean^or

glorifying Goo, and does in this as the ultimate end re-

solve. Here men may see the greatness of his power, tliat

inexpressible freedom of his grace, the holy severity of
' jMtice, ail meet and join together in a sweet agreement;

- %yhere both justice is salved and fully answered, and yet
.' sinners saved ; where mercj^does rejoice over condemna-
''-ition; vengeance is taken on our inventions, and the in-

f--
ventors escape. O strange ! a redemption without price

"'. and absolutely free, as to sinners ; yet all that a just God
r. could yxact, fully satisfied and told down ! It is here we
may rise and pursue this great thing up to the fbuntaia
head, which is the sovereign pleasure of God, and is the
internal impulsive cause ; and thence follow it down to
that infinite satisfactivon of the Mediator, which is the great

meritorious cause ! And here we may see, how mangel,
lously well opdered all the steps of this way are, all the parts

of this contrivance ! how the elect are made meet fdf the
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inheritcmce^ through saiictkfication of the Spirit; howfaith
hath its special concurrence and instrumentality,^ without

prejudice to the absolute freedom o^ gracCy since it is free#

ly given to bslie"oe ; how those excellent means are by a

most strait connection linked with the eternal counsel of
God, and in a most beautiful order joined one with anoth-

er I Here does sanctification flow from an eternal decree,

and like an excellent stream doth run down through time,

until it lose itself (to say so) in that great deep of everlast-

ing blessedness ! Yea, thus the purpose of the Lord runs
under the ground, concerning his people, until it break out
at last in their heart, by their answering thecall of the gos-

pel ! O how stately a piece of work this is ! And is not
i)is ivay perfect therein, where you may see that grand plot

of the devil to undo man, break upon himself, and ^y the

seedofthe wor/ian his head crushed! where so glorious a fab-

ric,is raised out ofso great a ruin, and poor man established

by his fall ! where the glory ofthe sovereign God, the free-

dom of grace, and man's blessedness, do at once meet to-

gether I where the cure is as broad and large as the wound,
and the restoration made to answer to every piece of that

ruin : I mean, not only in man's being ransomed from
eternal wrath, but that the enmity should be killed and
taken away, and such a marvellous change of his nature by
the renewing of the Spirit, which even here restores him
in part to that he lost ! It is on this blessed contriv^ice wc
may see men brought under a constraint by irresistible

grace, yet without violence ; their reason further raised

and refined, yet not broken, and its true liberty not taken
away, but restored ; yea, a notable consistency betwixt
moral persuasive arguments and the cf&cacious power of
grace ; betwixt men's planting and watering in the use of
means, and the alone increase thereof from the Lord ; be-
twixt a physical and moral concurrence in producing one
and the same effect ; betwixt those two desires in prayer,

I)a fDomineJ quodjiihes, et jube quod mis. Is there not
likewise here a most excellent suitableness and congruity,
betwixt repentance and remission of sins, without preju-
dice to the freedom ofgrace ; since he gives repentance, as
well as requires it, and makes his people what he would
have them to be ! O how marvellous a contrivance is this,

where the blessed majesty of God finds an argument in
himself, when man J^^ad none wherewith to plead ; was
found in theform of a seriiant^ and became our nearest kins.,

man, to redeem the inheritance : where his people's stand.
m^ is ensured by another surety and strength, than their

own ; not on their apprehending, but their being appre^
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BimdeS:\v\\ixt. the Lord does oblige himself by bond, to.

make that good^which is only of grace, and is most freely

given : where he both frames the desire within the soul,
atid satisfies it !^ 1 shall only add, it is here the redeemed
having nothing in themselves to boast ; and the reprobate
none but themselves to challenge ; for on whomsoever that
door is shut, they have therein actively concurred, to draw
a bar for shutting themselves out. it

4. I shall offer one instance more, wherein this great'
truth may be demonstrated to the world (that the way of-

the Lord is perfect, that his works are done in judgment,^
yea, that he does all things well) with respect to that mar-
vellous order of nature^ and disposal of the works ofGod un-
der the sun : how inexpressible well all are fitted for some
use, and directed to their proper end. This is indeed a'

truth, wherein the greatest atheists may see this piece of
the scripture convincingly verified, wherein God comes s»
near^ that men m^yfeci after him. fActs xvii. 27.) that tt'

may be said, there is no way to shift this discovery, but to
stop their ears, and shut their eyes. O what a wonderful
disposal may be seen, even in the most common things, with
a mutual subserviency to each other ! and in this great va-

riety and throng of the creatures, is it not obvious how each
hath its voice and speech, to give us something of instruc-

tion ; and every thing hath some matter of wonder in it,

that we may sa3^ it is hard to be an atheist ! There must
be a strange violentingof their light, where the invisible

God comes so near, to make himself known by things

visible^ and by so marvellous a conduct and ordering there-

of, shews unto the sons of men, be does all things well.

Oh, may it not be said, we cease to wonder, because ev^

ery day we live and converse amongst wonders ! Now it

is here the world hath a demonstration of the scripture,

thM they dare not debate, lest they should deny sense, as

well as reason : and ifany will question the glorious form-

er of all things, whj^ tilings are thus ordered and disposed,

lethim but retire within himself and he will find the want
and defect is truly within, which he would challenge in the

way of the Lord. May we not see with astonishment this

frame and composure of the universe, how each thing doth

answer its part, and to the conservation of the \yhole ; how
amidst a great contrariety an excellent concord is manifest,

in all its different parts, natures and dispositions ! I must
truly say, not only duty, but delight and pleasure may call

men to this study ; yea, even to lose themselves, as it

wcre,^ in so sweet a labyrinth, where it is more easy to en-

.ler, than to find an outlet ; ard all things do witness, even
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to men's senses, the truth of the scripture. It is sad, we
have so choice and true a history every day to read, of tiie

'iuorks of God, which are not in themselves greater, than
that wisdom is by which thev are ordered ; and yet should

be for the most part as a sealed book. But it is not here

in a general this truth can be reached ; O will you come and
see ! Consider the work of the Lord, and you must also see

it is perfect, and his ways are judgment, yea, that he hatk
done all things well. Do but consider this stupendous
frame of the universe, a fabric that in all its parts is most ex-
actly joined, and nothing in it defective or out of order.

Here you may see that great minister of nature, the sun,

with what advantage it is placed and fitted to dispense its

.

light and refreshing influences to the earth ; is it not with
^

such wisdom, that to move in a higher or lower orb would
not thus answer the advantage of things below ! with what
a constant motion does it travel betwixt the tropics, to ful-

,

fil its annual course ; and in diverse parts does successively

arise, that by turns it may give the several parts of the

earth a visit ! should we cease to wonder at the rising and
setting thereof, because it is so frequently seen! O may
not this arrest our thoughts with astonishment, vvith what
wisdom it is made subservient, all along its course, to

cause summer and winter, spring and liarvest ! Yea^ ho\T

its approaches and withdrawings are gradual, that by its a$r ,

cent in the spring it majr dispose our bodies for the sum-
mer, and by its descent in such a degree in the harvest may
prepare and fit us for the winter, that there should not be
an immediate bordering betwixt tliese extremes ! Is not

its correspondence also manifest, that it hath with things

here below, which does not only reach the surface of the

earth, but the most invyard bowels and secret caverns
thereof ? For its power is known on minerals as well as

plants. Is it not also evident, that this glorious body of the
moon, though of a lesser glory than the other,^ is for anoth-

er use than for men to gaze thereon ? how it keeps them
from groping in utter darkness through the night, and
lights a candle to the vvorld, when the sun is gone down,
which by its withdrawing does so far discover the glory 61

the moon and stars, that its brightness did veil and darken

;

its influence is known also upon the sea, upon seeds and
plants, yea, upon the humours and complexion of men's
bodies. O what innumerable employments are those, by
which it is made continually subservient to the world ,!

And do you not see, how the night hath its special use»

and is well ordered as well as the day j yea, that it hath
its peculiar beauty ; and by its darkness dotih comrQend
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the light, and makes its approach more sweet and desirable t

This gives the labouring world some time for repose, and
most observably answers man's weariness, and necessity
ofsuch a rest, with so fit a season, that we may say, it but
draws a curtain about us for that end, and doth thus retire

the earth and put in a sweet and silent composure from the
noise and hurryings of the day. Yea, does not tw^ry even-
ing solemnly warn men of their approaching death, and the
swift passing away ofdme, that they may have no excuse
for being surprised in this great change, who have so grave,
so frequent a monitor, to speak of it to them ? But let us
a litde further follow this choice inquiry and search of na-
ture, which is so clear a witness to the scripture ; and
you may see, how marvellous these various motions of the
heavens are, the position of the stars and constellations,

where each hath its own proper course, yet all carried
about to one general <md common end, to shew there must
be 2ifirst mo'oery who is not subject to motion or change,
jbut does manifestly determine all these. O strange ! how
does this great body of the earth hang upon nothing ! that

a tiling so vast and ponderous should lean upon the air, as
on a foundation ! Must there not be here a piece of art

above human reach ; how thus it does keep its centre, and
fests thereupon ; and is it not clear, how steady the axis of
tbe earth is, and perpetually parallel with itself, that it can-
hot ttimble this or that way ? What a marvellous order is

also seen in those higher motions of the celestial bodies X

o{ which some are slow, others more rapid ; some tend to

the east, others towards the west ; and yet from these,

though thus cross to other, there results a singular har-

mony, in which the conservation of the world and produc-
tion of things here below are concerned, which could not

so well have answered this ; without such a variety in their

courses. It is true, the Lord might have made every da^
a yearns length, and caused the sun to keep its course from
east to west so long : but O l^.ow well are all these things

ordered, and that thus he doth divide our life in such short

stages, to make us more frequently mind our change ! We
see like\vise how marvellously the earth is framed in its

various parts and proportions, and the singular advantage
it hath both in its posture and figure ; the mountains and
higli places do not mar its beauty, nor want their use, where
the beasts have a slielter provided ; md is not nature like-

wise more disphwed and laid open to men by the plains,

and vail ies, which are to the earth a special ornament?
How manifold is the use of the jir, which fills uo that vast

siia'cfe bcf(v1xt the, llvav"ris''and earth, -and is so f:!; a medr
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timTbr correspondence betwixt the higher and lower world ?

it IS here the birds find use for their \vings ; through this

the rains find an easy passage ; this does intervene betwixt

the sun and the earth, yet is no let to llie communication
either of light or heat, but its scorching is thus qualified by
tliat sweet cool breathing of the air. Is not the singular use

and advantage of the ivitids also knoA\ n ? And how these

are both directed and bounded, so that men can neither

cause a stortn, nor a calm, at their pleasure. And O can

you look on the cea and not wonder, w hat mar^'elIous things

are there ! how it is shut up with gates and bars, and hatli

its appointed bdunds, without w hich there could be no rea-

son why a bank of -sand should restrain the great ocean

from breaking forth. Its manifold use and advantage is

also known: would any wish, that, the whole earth wcfc
dryland.'^ and O strange that this' not only is made passa

ble, but by that art of navigation become a more easy way
for transport and commerce, by ^\ hich cities and countries

a^e made to flourish ! Do you not see that regular course

it keeps iii its ebbings and flowings, the singular use and
subservience ofthe tides ; so that when men are perplex-

ed in an intjuiry about the natural cause of these, they can-
not but observe the special end and advantage thereof ?

May we not with ^vonder also see, how those parts of the

world, which have the nr<>st scorchhig day and greatest

heat, have usually tlie longest night, to qualify it with such
a cooling moisture ? How these countries, which Ipave no
rain, as Egypt, have some supply thereof by an overflow-

ing of the rivers ? Do you see, any members either of men,
or beasts, superfluous, and wanting an use ? or is therc

any poison, but hath some peculiar antidote provided .'' yea,,

the most hurtful creatures, as serpents and vipers, are found
ofsingular use in medicine, against their own hurt, as the

oil of scorpions is against the sting thereof. You see, thrr

poor people have medicinal waters provided without ?noney

,

and it is a notable reinark, whicli is certainly known, of
one who inclosed some such well in his ground, that he
might put an impost thereon, had it taken away and run
dry on liis hand. What a marvellous use is there of nat-

ural aruipathies and sympathies, ^v^.ereon
^
the operation of

rijedicine, the special improvement of na\igation, by mak-
ing use of the loadstone, doth so much depend ? You see
how the hari^est gives a large compensation for the toil of
the spring; and do not the poor irian's labours through
the day make his bed sqft'm the evening, and his rest sweet
unto him ? You see that corrc5:pondcnce the heavens keep

ftwi'tli the fnrt/i in tliose sweet refreshing- sbo'irrs, by whicli
R r.
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its seminal virtue is drawn forth, and thus the rain ddih
moisten what the heat would scorch : you may see how it

is distilled and dropped doivn, not in violent streams, but
as it were through a small sil ve, or otherwise it u ould hurt,

^more than help : you would not desire to \vant rain, nor
yet to have it perpetual ; and thus it is ordered. Are not
tiie vapours exhaled from the earth, that by r^freshin?

-showers they may return thither again ? O hoi\} manifold
are the vjorks of the Lard ! And in what wisdom hath he
done them all! Is not the pain and travail of the beasts, in

bringing forth their young, proportioned to their condition,

.and to that longing they have ? Job xxxix. 3. They bcn:o

thcmsehes, and bring forth their young,^ and cast forth their

'sqrroius. And as their time and tluration is for most part

shorter than man's, is not their growth also- suited there-

to ? Vou see, men have ti\cir lodging furnished ere they
Come into the world, the breasts are provided, and by a

wondci'ful instinct tliey are taught to seek after the same.
,lt is known how the ivant oihearing or sight useth some
Other way to be recompensed with some special natural

sagacity : yea, a want and defect in some parts of the

body is oft supplied with a greater agility in some other

mernbers thereof ; which is known in many remarkable
instances; such as that woman in this country, not long

since, who had no arms from' her birth, but could with no
i'jss dexterity make use of her ri^htfoot for all the uses of
her hand. You see how the beasts have some natural de-

fence, and are taught sdf preservation ; aad what the hare
and hind wants of the Iron's paw and strength, is made up
<^)ft by a more swift foot ; w hat an advantageous antipathy
the re is amongst the beasts, lest the earth should be over-

nm with those which arc hurtful ; the dog fitted by a
strange tendency of its kind, to pursue the wolf aiid the

fox, and the cat for destroying of rats. You see how the

Oxen arc tamed to endure the yoke, and brought under
discipline, ^^ hose strength is above many ofthe wild beasts.

Arc n(rt thosv thhigs that are most absolutely necessary,

most (f:?.?// likewise to be had? and whilst there is such a

^^yiiritsty o( labour md toil does attend the lot of man here,

"xlotli not the earth also nfTord a variety of delights ? You
'^ee, the ////y/? need no instructor to build their nests, And
choose a ilt place, nor do they mistake their seasons : j'eii,

do not these sweet musicians by their natural mclotly Call

jfnca to praise, whose debt is much above theirs ? 'Is.thefc

•^ViOt; a marvellous ftJr///V/f;i betwixt the graft^nd tUp tri^e,

Uhich exceeds human art, if nature did not so wonderfully

•:G^peFr.te therein, and in the inoculating a small bud ihto
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astock ? And O that ^vonderful increase^ that follows the

seed thrown into the ground ! how it dies and rots there,

that it may rise with the greater lustre and ad\'antage ; and
by such a significant emblem teach men the certainty of

the rising of their bodies. For it is sure, the ordinary
things of nature are great and convincing hieroglyphics, to

hold forth more divine things, if we could but read them.
Do you not see what veins of coals and other minerals go
through the earth ? whence it is furnished and hath fit ma-
terials for daily use, and for an improvement of men's fac-

ulties ? Is not the earth watered by an intercourse which
springs and rivers hath with the sea? And what some
parts ofthe world want, is it not in other things supplied ;

that every •country hath almost some peculiar axhantages ?

It is known, how the coldest places of the earth, do most
abound with the warmest furs. You see the beasts want
not their table : and is not the lilly well clothed ? Doth
the grass of the ground want its use ? yea, is not the very

colour thereof notably suited for men's eyes ? What cause

ofwonder is there of the different forms, the virtues and
vantiy oiplants f You see, the little antsh^vt their maga-
zine and storehouse ; the Mees want not some order and
government ; yea, no human £kill can frame such work as

theirs is. But, O man / what a curious and exquisite fab-

ric is that wl lich did come in amongst the last of the crea-

tion, but as the greatest wonder thereof, a most rare piece

of work, of a strange, various and subtile composition, in

which there is so notable an harmony made up of many
contraries! I think, those who would learn atheism, arc

not only concerned to stifle their reason, but to shut thejr

eyes from looking on themselves and tlie frame of their

bodies, which is so curiously wrcughi with nerves, sinew^
and veins, with such a variety of parts, and yet not oiie

i)one or muscle superfluous.

THE FOURTH ARGITMENT

i SHALL here offer to prove the scripture's accom-
plishment, is this, That vjhereof the ??iost part^ as to those

special predictions and pro?)iises that concern the church, is

fulfilled, and hath now taken place in their appointed timcs^

niihich we may at this day clearly read in the event, and
hut a little part thereofnow rcmaineth to be made out, must
be a sure truth. But the scripture is thus fulfilled, and tlie

prophecies thereof now made legible in the histor\" of prov-
idence, and in the works of God alout his chuuch.
^Therefore, £s?c.
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»f {- LJ v^oul'd premise here sorae few things, ere I speak T)*r-

ticularly to this argument. '
•

1; Though the scripture is thus wonderfully suited by
the Lord, and taketh place in eijery generation, as if it

were alone directed to that time ; yet it is also clear, that

a special pari thereof hath its proper accomplishment in

those ages and periods of time, to which it doth in ^. pecu-

liar way relate : some part of it, which did concern the

'Mifries ofthe Old Testament, some that doth also answer to

't'he times of the gospel, and a part of it which hath a pecu-
'Jhr respect to these latter days, which the Lord is now
^ •i>ringing forth, and we wait for a more full accomplish-
-Client, that it is on a near approach.

% It is also sure, that the ivhole ivork o^Gon ^ and his

providence about his church here in the work!, ^vhich was
perfect from the beginning, and before him from eternity,

is comprehended under tlie written word: where the Lord
hath fully revealed his mind and counsel about every event

and concernment of the church ; tliough we oft be in the

'"'•'dark, in finding ou.t the same, but the event will in due
-/time speak for itself, which should cause us until then
^ with much sobriety to pass our judgment on some of those

truths, that are not yet fulfilled.

3. It is clear, that the prophets of old did not only fore-

^*''td such great changes and revolutions, as were- to go over

the church's head, and declare the certainty thereof, but

we find these prophecies oft point at the times and periods
-• -o/ ?iw(f, whereto they did relate ; and though sometimes
i':ln dark terms, yet did clearly shew that there was a certain

-^^ ^prefixed time, and not at every time could they have tfieir

'performance.
'

' 4. We should consider how the full accomplishing of
'3 tlie scripture, and the perfecting the Lord's ivork about his
^ Ijhurch, will be at once, and doth keep pace together, and

' f '-'then shall a/«//and satisfying discovery of God's way and
• providence and all tl)at he hath been doing in the world,

clearly break forth, when the great mystery of God inhis

written isordisfinished, and the church so near to land.

That I may speak a little to so grave a subject, I ^vould

lay down these two tilings to be considered :

1. Hoiv ;7r/a3 of the scripture, and predictions thereof,

may hQnoiv seen clearly verifiedm the event.

2. What doth yet remain to have an accomplishment in

these last times-; by which we may certainly judge, how
near the Lord's work about his church is to a close. Un-
der the first I shall point at soriie of those most interesting

events and changes, which the church hath met with,
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wherein we may see what of the scripture may at this day
be read in the history of providence, and is certainly ful-

ailcd.

'Vhtjirst diing to be considered, is, JVhat is already ac-

complished, i

I. Let us go back to those first times after the fall ; and
see that dreadfid stroke^ ivhich came upon the old luorld by
the Jtoody after an imiijersal defectionfrom God, and we
shall there find the fulfilling of that which Noah^ that great

preapher^ of righteousness, had oft foretold, and of those
threatenings which by Moses were there recorded : where-
in it may be very manifest, (1.) That this truth, besides
divine authority, no records of ancient times (no antiquity)

could ever contradict ; yea, some of the eldest writers do
clearly ivitness something of an universal deluge over the

earth, with the strange preser'vation of some from it. how-
ever they were in the dark as to many circumstances of it.

yosephus doth cite Berosus the Chaldean about this, who
without doubt had then some of those oldest records true

and uncorrupt. Eusehius also doth mention some frag-

ments oi Abidcnus^ and Appolidorus^ which in his time
were extant, clearly pointing at the flood, and sXNoah un-
der the name of Ziuthrus^ with his sending out of birds

to see if the v\'aters were asswaged. (2.) There is nothing
here doth contradict reason, how this mightbe broughtabout,
even in the way of ordinary natural causes, which the Lord
did make use of for that end. For we find, the ivi/idows of
heaven were opened, the air being condensed into clouds,

and their retentive power loosed, these great floodgates

were thus set open ; which falling not in drops but all in a
full body, like the spouts and cataracts of the fFest Indies^

might soon overwhelm the earth \vith abundance ofwater ;

while thosQ fountains also of the great deep beneath were
broken up, which was not only the ocean let forth to go
over its banks, but an universal vent to all the veins of the
parth, and that great mass of waters which is in the bowels
thereof, which firom beneath meeting those that were from
fibove, may give men a clear and rational account how such
a thing might be. (3.) This piece of the scripture is most
congruous and agreeable to the whole, and the great scope

J
and drift of the same. For it points out an lamersal defec-

iion, and an uniiiersal stroke meeting together : it leads us
forward to Christ, ofwhom the^r^ was an excellent shadow,
and of that salvation which in and by him the church hath

from eternal wrath : and is a very manifest pledge and
sign^ of that last destruction of the world, which though
not in that manner, yet shall once surely be, and find: ir.tn
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in such a condition, as this flood found theni into in the

days of iVc^/i^.

il. What wc find expressly threatened by .,the Lord,
CGen. xi. 7.) as a stroke andjudgment upon men for their

ambition and pride, The cntifouuding qf^ their languages^is,

it not also most clearly verified J\nd writ forth to the view
ofthe world in the event ? that whilst men cannot deny or
debate a thing which is so conspicuous and undeniable,

they must also see a fulfilling of the scripture, and that there

n'as a divine hand in this strange stroke ; which may be a
convincing refutation of atheism, if such do not willingly

shut their eyes at these clear evidences, (i.) That it is

sure, there is such a confusion and variety of languages in

the earth at this day ; whence it is divided, one part there-

of so much rent from another, commerce and correspond-
ence thus made difficult, and a bar drawn betwixt nations,

by a difierent speech. And do not the most.ancient records
ofthe world witness the same to have been in ybrwc-r ages ?

(2.") It is also sure, that 720 tradition or huhian history, but
the scripture only, gives us an account of this strange thing

how it should be, or whence its true rise is ; yea, those

who have writ most of other things, yet can give no reason
why they write in one language more than in another, but
that it is proper to ti^eir country, where they had their edu-
cation. But how the race of men, who have sucli a com-
munity in other things, should be thus divided, is indeed a

mystery, which divine truth can only unveil and shew its

meaning. (3.) It is sure, there is no language one more
than another, that is natural to men, but what ex institutio

is acquired^ whether by long continued use as children doth
•iheir mothei- tongue, or by set rules. It is true, Adam\\\\Q
was the first man, had his by some extraordinary infusion :

but it is found a pitiful fancy alleged by some, thatyoun^
children, who have never heard speech, and have been thus

kept at a distance, would speak the first language of the

world, and consequently Hebrew ; for the contrary of this

is certainly proved. (4.) Is not this confusion and diver-

sity of languages, which is in the world, a most strange va-\(k

viarvcllous thing, whicli in no ordinary way, yea, not with-

out something of a miracle, could be brought about, and
to no continuance of time or invention of men can be at-

tributed, ifwe consider these things. (1.) It is clear, that

if man can be traced back to some original znd beginning,

there must then have been some one language, whilst the

world was but in a family ; so that if you will admit the

truth of the creation, you xnviy see it Mas not so at the be-

ginning. (2.) Is it not undeniable, that mea could Kot
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chgvsc so great a plague andjudgment on themselves, ifthey
iiad any use of reason ? which would divide betwixt them
and the greater part of mankind, hinder trade and mutual
jnttrchange with other countries, either in exporting or
importing most necessary commodities ; that which also

uould obstruct human knowledge, and the discovery, of
those excellent inventions and experiments of other places

;

yea, give man, whose days are so few, such a sore toil and
•hibour to acquire but a few of those many different lan^

Ifi'uages, which are in the world. (3.) Is it not also clear,

that this is above human reach, vAhicli men cannot judge,
bo'm in an ordinary way such difftrcnl languages could have
tieen found out^ and afterwards acquired by the body of
nations, yea, how there should be such an agreement io

this amongst a vast multitude of different tempers and ca-

pacities. For it is obvious, there should have then beea
an inventing of those first radical languages ; I mean these
that are not dependent upon, or interwoven one with an-
other, but are wholly different as Gr.^c/^, Latin, ^c^ And
therewith such a vast Dictionary, ofAvcrcis with tlieir sig-

nificdtions, and rules to enjoin them in sentences, must
have necessarily been framed, and abandoning also and
turning off of some former language, so far as.to the bring-
ing of it in oblivion : yea, would the universal consent and
concurrence of the multitude in such places be required ?

I confess, this were not so strange, if such a difference be-
twixt languages were but in som.e peculiar mode or pro-
priety of phrases, and alteration of words according to the
various tempers, and climates of the earth : but we may
see w hat different langiiages there are, wholly independent
on one another, not only in original words, but in the very
Tvhole frame and bulk, which can be no compound of other
languages, as many of our modern tongues ar^ which does
truly state the case in sucli a manner, that the scripture

only can resolve how this should be ;
yea, it is luiown, be-

sides many branches, commixtures and variations of lan-

guages, which through continuance of time, through con^
quest and mingling of nations together, are in the world,
there is also a vast number of those that may be on clearest

ground judged original and mother tonguesy of whicl)
whatever lesser variation there hath been by the adding
of some new words, or the quitting of old, yet the whole
bulk does remain entire. (4.) VVhat a strange and mar-
vellous thing must this be, if wq consider that most o^anr
cient maternal languages were pre'nicus. to the use oi letters,

whence rules or a method could be conveyed from one to

another, if ir had been only some hiiman •im'ention^^''£or
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we may know from surest antiquity, how long it was ei^c

Several nations reached a furtlier way ta communicate
knowledge, and represent their conceptions, than by speech
and a vocal tradition, or some sig-niScant symbols or hiero-

glyphics, which were then much in use to supply the want
of letters. Is it not known how little either by pen or print-

ing hath been discovered to the world, but ofsuch late time,

as is from clearest histories written to us ? Thence we find

very little of the Greek language upon record before IIo-

?ner^s time. Now may not this clearly demonstrate, that in

an ordinary way these languages could not then have been
acquired ? (5.) It may be very convincing, what the scrip-

ture about this holds forth, that by these different languag-

es, nations and families were at first dmded. Gen. xi. yea,

that this was the first rise of bounding one of them fromt

another, for which the world could never give another

cause. Thus did the Lord inclose his church in Israel

;

and by this diversity of languages did outlaw the rest of the

parth ; for tbere was that veneraWe first language of the

Ilebrevj kept up, by which these sacred oracles of the Old
Testament were made known. I shall further add, Is not

a xlivine hand eminently seen in this ? that so great a bar,

which for so long a time was betwixt the church and the

world, should not only at last be taken off, but such a curse

turned into a blessing ; that the power of God and his very

immediate work in spreading the light amongst so manry

people ofa strange language, might now under the gospel

be more conspicuous, that once such an interdiction hath

been served on the world thereby, to shut the nations out

ft-om the church i for we may say, tliere hath been as sig-

nal a miracle in the gift of tongues under the New Testa-

ment, as there was formerly in the confusion thereof.

III. What we have expressly promised in the word of

tlie churchU delivery from Egypt, and was foretold by
Joseph at his death, that God would surely bring back bis

people out of that land, for which he left his bones to lie

unburied as a pledge thereof, hath now many ages past

been fulfilled. It is long since that remarkable day, when
God made a way for his people through the Red sea, and

bis power known upon Pharaoh, and the Egyptians

;

5,incc Moses with the church did sing that triumphant song.

The horse and his rider, he hath cast in the sea. Wherein
Uiese things are most clear,

1. That this WHS :i <\c(:d known nnd public in the time;

i.vluch was not done in a corner, but in tiie view of the

\vorld, and before all the children oi Israel, and by them
i»nestcd, and with greatest carefulness transmitted to their
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ehildFtn, aixl by these to the following generations, as a
tiiing-ne-ver -to .bf forgotten.

; 2^'Was;tfgtrfJtd by Moses, so great a person, and eye
"mtness thereof ; , one whom even tlie most ancient of hea-

then writers do mention with much respect, and in this

did i>ever challenge his testimony, thoqgh a matter of fact^

and ofihat moment, which all the nations about could not
but;know, and both in the present and after ages have the
remembrance thereof kept up ; so that they might easily

refute such .a thing, if false. And we may judge, the
Egyptians and many others couldwant no good will to put
disgrace on a people, they so much hated, nor be ignorant
bf that which Moses published in his own time ; to whose
works some of the most ancient heathen .writers do shew
they have been no strangers.

3. A truth, which by Mose^ was put in record, and tnis
delivered to the y^D^tobeiiept by them and their children
in all succeeding ages ; a record, which they did so nar-
rowly look to, and had in that reverence and esteem, that

all the syllables and /j/?crj4hereof uere by them ?iumbcred,
lest in the smallest point it should h-c wronged

; yea, Vyere

more carefpl to preserve it than any nation can be of their

most ineresting rights, and charters. '

.4. A thing, whereof the retnenibrance was yearly from
that time celebrated by t]ie Jewish church : \\'hence the in-

stitution of the passcver had its rise ; diat deliverance being
as. a sign and sacramental pledge of that greas sahatim \^
him who is pur true passover. ,-^;'^/!

IV. Wliat is held forth in the scripture concerrnhg Vy^ff

morefull groitth of the Jeivisb church ; that Judah should
enjoy a sceptre, which was foretold by dying Jacob ; and
promised once and again to Abraham by the Lord, that
his seed should be as the sand of the sea, and enjoy Canaan
fgr an inheritance ; hath it not long since been fulfilled ?

'\^^herein these things are clear,

1. That for many ages /^rac/ did enjoy that land in a
most flourishing condition ; which doth in part appear
from those very ruins and desolations, over which they
'have so long lamented, the glory of Jerusalem, and the
temple once so fomous, which causeth such reverence
amongst them to the very rubbish thereof at this day.

2. That they Mere once a people by themsehes, v/ho were
not^ mingled with the nadons but kept at a distance, by
their religion and laws, from the rest of the world, as a j5<?-

culiar People to the Lord is a thing undeniabJe.
3. That whilst r^^^^ enjoyed it, there was a singular

blessing of/rttf{/i///jt\?s thereon above other places ; so as
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that"small piece oiTground was enough for an innumerable
multitude of inhabitants ; but the same is now at this day;

a Barren land, an extraordinary curse no less seen thereon,

than the blessing was in former times.

4. It is also evident, that something in the ivay, and car-,

riage of this people, even in their low wandering condition,

doth discover they have not forgot what once they were, nor

their former grandeur and flourishing, but still keep by,

ihemsehes, with some respect to their own land, which
their fathers did enjoy.

V. That piece of the scripture, which did concern the

declining times of the church under the Old Testament, what
Jeremiah foretold oilh& Babylonish captivity, hath now.
many ages since been fulfilled : a truth, which we have at-

tested by sacred history, an history which doth clearly jus-

tify itself and its authority by such convincing marks there-

of, that we may say those who do seriously converse with

the word, cannot take up atheism without^ the laying

down of reason, and putting a force upon their own light.

Now as to this particular prophecy we would but seri-

ously consider,

1. That which Jeremiah did foretell about the capti'uity^

was not its accomplishment put on record in a book of the

church's lamentations ? Where this truth may be read in

her tears ; and truly such as ever knew grief in a high
measure, may easily know what is there expressed, to be
sad earnest, and read the lively motions of an afflicted case^

herein. And besides hath not this been witnessed to after

ages by a visible monument, even the destruction of the

temple, that great and^ excellent work, which though after,

rebuilt did never attain its former splendor.

2. This was a matter of fact c£ great^ note, anc]famous in

the time, done in the view of all the nations, a considerable

piece of the Babylonish conquest ; yea, that testimony the

scripture beareth to the same, was it not a few ages aftec

made public to other parts ofthe world by the Septitagitit

translation, so that it had been easy for Ptolemy or any in

that time to have discovered the falsehood of a thing so

lately done : yet, those times, nor the most professed ene-.

mies to the church therein, could not in the least contra-

dict the same.
3. Though much of ^//;7J(7;z/6/^/ory, and those records

of ancient times that we now have, are both corrupt and
defective, yet there wants not some consent, from the surest

ofthese, to many ofthe most observable things that we have

of the history of the OldTestament ; and as to the certain-?

ty ofthis truth, besides its own authority, we shall find
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some of these oldest writers, Berosus, Herodoty aftd Xeno-
phoTiy give some light to the same, whose witness the athe-

'

ist cannot challenge ; yea, is jt not clear that jfosephus^

not only from sacred history, but from these old records
and fragments of former times, which were then extant
(though since have teen much lost) composed his JeiV',;

hh antiquities y which give so particular a relation of th;$:'

truth. ^ ^ ^
.:

VI. What was foretold by Z)<3mV/ concerning the rise

andfall ofthe monarchies^^nd change of those great em-
pires, which had been so sore a rod uix)n the ehurch, hath
it not many ages past had a most punctual perjformance V
It is now long since that great image shewed to the prophet
in a vision, hath been brought down and broken, so that

scarce the toes thereof do now remain : which, besides the
scripture, may jae clearly demonstrated upon other rational

grounds.
1. Its being granted, that the prophecy of Z)t7/7/V/ was

translated in Greek, and laid up in that great library of
Aiexandria, long before much of it was fulfiiled, before
Antiocbus Epiphanes, and the rising of the Roman empire,
of which Porphyrins could not be ignorant, though all he.

could answer to that evident agreement betwixt his proph-
ecy and the event was, that it must have been writ after,

these things were accomplished; whilst it is clear, that a
part ofthe prophecy of Daniel, which concerned ixitfourth
monarchy, was not even in his times fully made out, yea^
we must say, something thereof doth reach to the last end
of time.

2. It is also undeniable, that in these great revolutions of
the monarchies there is a discernible consent and harmony
betwixt the scripture, and these ancient records, which we,
yet have of those times : so that not only the things them-,
selves, but some of the most observable circumstances
thereof, which are particularly mentioned by Daniel, vv^

may read in Xenophon, Herodot, and Diodorus Siculus. "

\l

3. It must also be granted, that some things whicli in

Daniel''s prophecy would seem most strange and improba-
ble, such as Belshazzar''s death in that very night the hand
writing was shewed to him, may be particularly under-
stood in Xenophon's history ; how Cyrus took the ad\'an-

tage of the jff«^y/t7/2/^« security, whilst they were in tlie

midst of a solemn feast, and by diverting the channel of
Euphrates did enter the city without opposition ; also how
that great horn of the high goat was so suddenly broken,
and the coming up cAfour in his room, which by Daniel
are expounded of the Grecian monarchy, and the dividing
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of thatenDpIre after /i/d-^j^^rT'^death, is it not pmictualty
held forth by all the histories of that tinie ?

4. Was there, not a' very convincing appearance ofa divine

hand, both in i\\t rise mdfull of these monarchies^ and aii-

extraordinary providence wliich we cannot but see, wheii
we read these histories, that surely sv^mt-thing ab()ve ordi-

nary means and secKDnd . causes vva'? both ill C lints'* con-
quest oyer the Babyloniaus, and the marwlloiis swift

proi;ress.and success oi Alexander agahist tlie Persians.
' VIX. : That which was the great scope of all prophecies
under the Old Testament, the coming of the Mcssias, is

surely ye-ified, and now many ages past hath had an ac-

complishment. The Lord is come unto his temple, even he
whose day Abraham and the saints under the I4W did long
after : this was the most happy and notable crisi;^, thai

ever the church wa.^ under, the great epocha.and period of
time, from which she doth now reckon. We know, this

is nofable, or cunning device of man, that God was mani-

fested in the ftesh, did make his abode for some time in the
earth, suffotredM Jerusalem in the view of the wi>r!d, be-

fore many ivitnesses, did arise from dialh on die third

day , was seen and knoivn by his disciples thereafter, aifd

h2i\mz finished the 'work iox which lie came, \W2s^ received

up again into glory.
: .

This is indeed a great truth, which conceri-ieth us no less

to know, and be sure of, than ouf soul is xyorch. and our
interest through eternity : the fulfilling whereof, besides

the authority of sacred v/rit, the witness and records of the
evangelists and apostles of fesus Christ, who testify what
ihey certainly knev\^, is a trutii which from such convincing
rational grounds may be demonstrated, that the greatest

height ofatheisin knoweth not how to state itself in a di-

rect opposidon to the same.' And truly in this, we may
say, the Lord hath so tendered the strengthening of his

people's faith and their encouragement, that as it is the

most interesijng /)/t';??i5(? of the scripture, on whicli ouc
whole hope and blessedness depends, so is it also most
clear and conspicuous in the e'nent. 1 shall but only toucl)

this, whereofso much hath been said by others-

1. It is undeniable, the Mcssias was to cc'?ie : to whom
all the sacrifices under the law, those ancient types and
shadows, did clearly rjoint : to whom the prophets bear

witness ; and it was the faith of the ancient feivish chinch^

of which promise they were persuaded, even whilst they

saw it but afar off, yea, did embrace it and repose them-
selves thereon. And is there not a most clear and exact

portrait dravvn forth under the Old TestameiU, of thq
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Mcssias ; what an one he should be, and by what pecu-
liar diaract^i's \\^ sliould be known, who was to be reveaU
ed to Israel ?

2. Tlie special season, and period of time, wherein
/Christ should come, we find prefixed and shewed^ to the

ancient church ; vv'hicii, though under some figurative ex-
pressions sieined tlien dark, yet was so far re^'ealed, that

upon a diligent search and inquiry, and particular colla-

tion of the times, it might be easy to discern the Messiah^

s

coming and near approach. Ofivhkh sahadcn the proph-
ets did inquire^ 1 Pet. i. 10. And truly the {:\\\ of the

monarchic s, and right understanding of DanicVs weeks^
were sure and solid grounds for a clear cciuiputation.

Thence was it, that so general an expectation of the Mes-
sias was among die j^ews, at that vciy time w hen he came ;

so as divers impostors did arise, whom the people were
ready to follou" ; and we see \^•ith \vliat amazement tlie

Pharisees did inquire at ^ohi the Ba]:)tist, // he were the

Christ, or not ; yea, Josepbus shev/eth how the persuasion

of this did most excite that people to war witii \.\m Rommis
from the prophecies they had in holy writ, that from Judea
&]iould about tliat time come lie who was to be tmperor of
the world.

3. It is also sure, there xvas such an one, who in the days
olTlbcrius^ and under the reign o[ Herod, was made man-
ifest to Israel : and came with no outward sliew and ob-
S'jrvation, but did great and marvellous things before all

t]ie people ; \vas crucified at Jerusalem, vmder Pontius
Pilate i and notvv'ithstanding the ignominy of his deatli,

was after adored, and followed, both by miiny of the Jews
and the Gentiles ; whose doctrine did also in short time
spread through the world : a truth, which the greatest ad-
versaries of the gospel have ever confessed, and do attest

the history thereof, defacto, to be a faithful relation. Not
only Jews, but the heathen writers, Suetonius, Tacitus, and
Pliniiis the younger, that lived mar, and some of them
contemporary with the times of the apostles, do witness
that this Jdsus, whom the christians worship, did truly

suffer in the time of /'//.'7^<?'^ jurisdiction over the Jews.
4. Is it not clear, how this appearance of Christ to tlie

world did exactly fall in with the very time,foretold by ths

prophets therefor ? Was not Jacoh'^s prophecy thus ac-

complished ? For until that time it is clear the royal line of
Da^ukPs house did not cease, until Herod 'd stranger came
to reign, by whom it was utterly put off. And it is mani=
fest, those se'Dcnty wceh mentioned by Daniel, must be
understood oiyears ; else they could admit no other sense i
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which reckoning from the decree given out by CyruSy ta
rebuild the temple, are 490 years, and doth ansver to the.

very time ofChrist being in the world, and his death, which
necessarily falls in the last of these weeks, a thing so man-
ifest, that Porphyrius, au avowed enemy to the christian

religion, could have no answer, but that this prophecy had
feeen devised after the event : which I am sure, the Jews,
though as direct adversaries would be loath to admit.

5. It is most clear, that in him^ who at that time was re-
vealed to Israel, and whom the christian church doth this:

day worship, w^as exactly accomplished v/hatever v\as by.

the'j5ro/>/7^/^ told concerning the Mcssias. Audit is ncr

Ljmall advantage for the christian cause, that it needs but
appeal to those records, whicli have been kept in the hands
of her adversaries, where tliere is so ckar a portrait of
him held forth, as to his person, his way of coming, the

place whence, the entertainment he should have, and his

death, tliat I mustthink it a contracfiction to reason, men
»ho(ild acknowledge the Old Testament, and not grant the
Ne'Q) ; since it is clear, the Jews^ look for no other Mes-
sias, than such an one as is held out by the prophets, and
they acknowledge also the divine authority of IsairJ.\

Daniel, Micah, Malachi, ^c. who do by such clear marks*
point him forth , and shew the churcli how they should
know him when he cometh. For truly it may thence ap.

pear, that it is not more certain, the Mcssias should come,
than that Jesus Christ is he. I would but seriously ask,

what do the Jews this day miss in our blessed Lord Jesus^
which the Old Testament alloweth them to expect in the

Mcssias ! Is it that he came not vvitli outward shew and
gtofy ? Sure, according to the scripture, such an one we
ought not to acknowledge ; no, should he not be the seed

of the woman fGcn. ii.) who should be born ofa virgin, as

Isaiah sheweth ; his lioice not heard in the streets ; despis-

ed and rejected of men^ a man ofsorrows ? Such an one,

as was shadowed out under the law, who should be made
a sacrifice for sin ;

yea, come with no outward pomp, but

7ncek and lowly, and riding upon an ass, was to be betray,

ed, and sold (and his price shewed by ZacheriahJ for thirty

pieces ; a crucified dying Christ, that shoukl be wound-

ed in the house of hisfriends, and cut offfrom amongst the

children of his people ! O ! can men possibly deny so clear

an accomplishment of these in our blessed Lord ?

6. Is it not undeniable, that the Jews now, in their pres^

cut case, cannot possibly expect the accomplisliment oi this

promise ; that the Messias cannot this day come, accord-.

ing'to the scripture, except they could be put in such r
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condition, as they were in then at Christ's coming ? Cer-

tainly, it is impossible, that the Old Testament be ever ful-,

filled about this, if it be not already. Can ht come forth

out of ^t'//'/*£/6tW whilst now no such place is known by
that name ? Can he come into his temple, that is utterly de^

stroyed ? Is there not now a subversion of the tribes, £ind

the family of David not known at this day ? Yea, are not.

the Gentiles brought in, whom Isaiah sheweth should be.

gathered under the standard of the Messias^ ? Doth not the

daily sacrifice cease ? which, the Jews will confess,^ hatln

been so for many ages ; and this was to be after his coming.
And I would ask, how was that ever fulfilled, that the glory,,

of the second temple should exceed the glory oi the frst .^

for this cannot be on the account of its structure, or out -7

ward magnificence ; sure there is nothing, wherein this

glory could appear, but as it points at Christ, and the

breaking out ofthat glorious light, which was before its de-,,

struction. .;

7. There is an innumerable company, who have f/«-.,

braced the gospel, and recei'oed the spirit by the ministry

thereof, since the times of the apostles, who have put this

seal thereto in all ages, that it is the peiverand wisdom of
God. And truly without partial respect (which the con«.

sciences of the worst of men have been forced to justify^,

it may be said, these were the excellent ofthe earth in their

lime : many of greatest outward parts and abilities, who3e
moral integrity and candour was beyond question even
with their adversaries ; and these both of Jews and .Gen-
tiles, ofall ranks ofmen, of all nations and limguages ; who
not only by a naked profession, but by their walk and suf-

ferings did shew forth the power and virtue of a crucified

Christ ; yea, shine as lights whilst they were in the world,

to the conviction of spectators. And is not this a convince,

ing witness to the truth of the gospel, which its eiiemies;'

cannot possibly deny ? . , . , _;^

8. That excellent doctrine, delivered to the church in th*^;!

New Testament, by Christ and his apostles, doth it not
clearly shew y\ hence it is, and witness its own authority ?

For here we may see a manifest agreement betwixt this

and the doctrine ofthe ancient Jewish church ; that as the

five hooks oi Moses hold forth the sum of the gospel, the
covenant of grace, and that mystery ofsalvation by Christ^:

so the prophets do carry it on with further clearness, ancJ

the evangelists bring it forward : like an excellent edifice

that is founded and advanced in the one, but perfected in

the other : all breathing the same spirit, with a convincing,

tendency to the same end. So that v;e may say the «ld
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Jews under tiib law were i;i effect chrhtian:^ and the fof-

io\vers of Chri-^t now imder the cjospel in some respect are

Jews ; being one in tiie substantiais of their religion. For
it is clear, that poor aj^ostate people now ofthe Jevjish na-

tion hath wholly departed .from tlpjir own doctrine, and
imllnotcomdtothc li-i'ht, that they may be judged accord-
mg to tlie Old Testament, Now in this i 'vould serionsly

attest the adversaries ofthe gospel, \i' paganism^ xhc Turks*
Alcoran, or J/Vau^.?/^ Talmud hold forth any such doctrine
or rule as that which the christian religion dothi such
pure, and excellent precepts, to restrain the inordinacy ot'

corrupt affection, backed with arguments becoming,- an
immortal soul \2t doctri'ne so sincere, solid, and rationaf;

so consistent with itseltv and agreeable to the true scope
and drift thereof, which holds forth the mo3t exquisite rule

of perfection, for men to press after
; yea, where every

page and line breatheth forth hdiness towards G<)d, and'
righteousness and humanity towards man !

9. I shall add, those clear convincing emdenCes of tlie

"

truth of the gospel, which did attend the ^^rsi publishing
thereof were so manifest and undeniable a .?^j/ from the

liord, as may force the greatest atheist to silence. Por,
(1.) They were Je^s as much concerned in the religion

of their fothers as any, who did j^/-5/ publish the gospel

;

none more zealous according to the law, than Paul was be-

fore his conversion ; none also could challenge their driv=

ing an outward interest hereby, since perseeution and
"bonds, yea, greatest hazard was that which they must ex-
pect. (2.) It is clear, they walked by ?:o rule oi human
policy, nor those ordinary ways of insinuaticri which the

Avorld doth use, to engage men, and make a party to them-
sehes : but did deliver the truths truth most repugnant to

th.e flesh and its interests, with greatest c<^«</(9//r and sim-

plicity^ though likewise with a convincing. i7«/-^(?n/y and

confidence ; yeaj came with a message to the world,, Vt'hich

had no other convoy, dr pfersuading argument , but the evi-

dence of its own trutli, yet withal such a pow^r accompany-
;jng the same, before which men could not stand. (3.)

Ji^hat is published concerning Christ by the evangelists,

the great works he did, his dying at Jerusalem^ with ^l

the stupendous circumstances thereoiand signs fron} heav.

en, was ;;i?f a thing done in a corner^ but in the public vlew

of men, whicb. in those days was most known and famous

:

but yet there csnnot be produced one contradictory testi-

mony, to tiic truth of these relations, by any adversary of

tlie gospel, litheratthat time, or since. Sure the world

'jv.inted no malice, and these great things were early pub-
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iished by the evangelists and apostles, whilst much of that

generation was alive
;
yet it is clearj though in a matter of

that concernment) which made then so great a noise, and
was at that time putting the earth all in a flame, none was
found either among Jews or GentileSy who could or durst

put forth a manifesto, to discover the least cheat or false-

hood in those things attested in the history of the gospel.

(4.) Whatever different parties and sects did break out

with the first time of the church, to oppose the truth in oth-

€r things, yet in this they had all one consent^ that ke who
was crucified at Jerusalem was the Messias^ and Christ.

Which truly did witness the clear irresistible manifesta-

tion of this truth in those times ; since, if there could
have been the least ground to challenge any imposture or

deceit in this great foundation of the christian faith, it is

more than probable, those bitter contentions, followed with
such animosity and heat and irritation, of those whom the

apostles and church in that time did with nmch zeal and
sharpest censures pursue, would have engaged thein to put
all the disgrace upon the truth, which they could, if they

might have had where to fasten their teeth. I would fur-

ther add, that even the arguments and objections, which
the adversaries of the gospel could ever bring, to oppose
the same, are indeed a convincing witness and confirrna-

tion, and shew how little they could any way say, in giv-

ing their malice a vent. We find that absurd allegation of
the Jews, that the great nuorks Christ did in the days of
his flesh, were by stealing the name iEUovah out of the
temple, which they allege he sewed up in his thigh :

%vhich truly needeth no further refutation but the reciting

thereof. And here they are even forced to witness the

truth of those relations held forth by the evangelists as to

the matter of fact, which we find also these later atheists,

such as Fanninus, Cardan, &c. dare not challenge or de-

bate : only they would ascribe these great works which
Christ then wrought, to the influence of the stars ; a
challenge so absurd, that needs no other answer but to

relate it.

VIII. We have that remarkable prophecy of the incom-

ing of the Gentiles, a truth indeed great and marvellous^

which is expressly held forth in the Old Testament
{Is. Uv. 1, 2. Is. Ix. 3, 9) is a thing so clearly now written

forth in the e'uetit, that I am sure, the greatest atheists can
have no shift here : but must own that in this strange work
ofGod about his clmrch, the scripture hath an undeniable
accomplishment, Now to clear this let us but ccn!»id^rj
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1. Thatformanj/ ^p-^^ this truth about the incalUng of
the Gentiles was sealed up in a prophecy ; a thing so great

and astonishing to the ancient Jewish church, that they
could not well comprehend the same, until once the event
brought it forth. For this was indeed a mystery hidfrom
ages^\\o\\ the Gentiles should be felloiM heirs

^ of the same
body ^ and partakers of the promise in Christ; wheiT the

bounds and extent of the church did not exceed Judca^
that small inciosure, whilst the whole world beside did lie

buried, like an outfield, in dark paganism. For it is well

known, that the most pleasant places oi Africa^ Asia, and
Europe^ where afterwards many famous churches were,
within these 1600 years was but a savage wilderness

:

jBritain, Germany and France^ did then ^vorship the sun
and stars, they sacrificed to the gods of the heathens

; yea,
those eastern parts on which the sun did first rise, did not
then know the God of Israel ; a truth, which riot only the

Roman and Grecian histories, but the records of particular

nations can clearly attest.

2. It is clear, that this prophecy was not held forth only
in general ; but we find the time also prefixed (with other
special circumstances) when it should have its accomplish-
ment, a^ the appearing of the Messias. He should be re^

vealed to Israel; before which time a bar was drawn in

the way of the fiations, and a wall of partition betwixt
them and the church, until he stand up who should hokl
forth an ensign to the people, and gather the Gentiles under
his staridard; which Isaiah doth clearly shew, Is. xi. 10,
and xxxiv. 1, 2. and Ix. l,^c. And then must the moun^
tainsflow down at his presence, nations be born at once ;

,,,yea, the light breakforth to the east and the west : then
<should the children of the desolate be more than of the mar-
riedivife, when this time even the set time for the Gentiles

is once come. And it may be very convincing, which is

-most observable, tl^at notwithstanding of a more flourish-

ing condition of the Jewish church in former ages, when
•her grandeur and prosperity was more tempting, and the

neighbourhood and commerce which the nations about
had with that people, yea, though by the captivity they
were scattered among the Persians and Babylonians ; yet

was there no such stir or change of the world, until the ap-
po}nicd time once came.
3. It may be easy to prove the eiie?!! of this prophecy, and

?rs manifest accomplishment, even at the time thereof For
this men cannot deny, that the Lord did 'visit the Gentiles

wvh the knowledge of his truth : which then caused such a

change in the earth, as a great p:ii"t of it hath been brought
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from heathenish idolatry, to worship the God of Israel

;

and such who once were strangers and aliens, now made
to profess the same faith (as to the substance thereof) of
the ancient fevjish church. Sure this truth needs not
want a witness, whilst nations and much of the known
world have been for so long a time, and yet to this day are
a visible proof thereof; a truth of such concernment,
that in former ages made a great and stupendous change
upon the face of the earth, so that not only an innumerable
company out of all nations and languages, but the general-
ity, the very complex body of kingdoms and nations can
bear witness thereto. And now the gospel hath been
preached through much of the world; yea, we may say,
there are few parts thereof, where there hath not been
some face of a church ; though the promise hath not yet
had its full accomplishment, but we ^\'ait for (according to
the scripture) a more flourishing time, and groat harvest
among the nations, when Israel shall be gathered: howev-
er, it is sure, the Lord hath in a great part fulfilled this his

promise, so that the church might then with astonishment
cry out, Who hath begotten all these childr en ! Who are
these that flee as a cloudy like the doves to their windows !

O blessed day, in which the light did first break forth on
the poor offspring of Japhet, who then dwelt in the shadow
and region of death ! O blessed day, that brought sahation
with it to the Gentiles^ wherein the Lord did visit those
dark places of the earthy which werefull of the habitations

of cruelty. 1 think, the sense of so great a mercy should
never let us want an errand for giving thanks, yea, put
much to silence our other complaints.

4. It is not only as to the time, but those very places of
the earth, which Esaias and other of the prophets did par-
ticularly point at, this promise had an exact accomplish-
ment ? For it is this day manifest, as to the isles, which we
find so frequently mentioned, that these should waitfor his
law, and the uttermost parts of the earth, whence he should
bring the daughter of his dispersed, we may get a clear

commentary upon the same, from what the Lord hath done
to Britain and Ireland, with other remote parts of the
earth : yea, have not Ethiopiafis been made to stretch out
their hands even in those sunburnt places of Africa ? Hath
not Christ also had a conquest, where many a blackmoor
was through grace made as the snow of Salmon, and the

feathers of a dove ? So that it is clear, how these particular

places, which were so oft pointed at by the prophets, have
been visited by the gospel, and fallen to the share of the
church.
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5. Tins change^ which by the incoming of the Gentiles^

to the church was wrought upon the earth, is a thing so
great and astonishing^ that were it still in the promise, and
Shis not yet fulfilled, it would truly stagger ourfaith, how
such a thing shoukl ever come to pass : and is there not-

here a miracle, that the world cannot possibly deny ? (Even
this great work ofGod in bringing in of the Gentiles, which
without an extraordinary power, could not be t ffected) if

men will consider, (First) That swift progress which then
the gospel had ; how it dkVrun, and was glorified^ through
the farthest parts of the earth, and like lightning break
forth from one place to another ; so that in the apostles*

time, the scripture doth shew, how most ofthe conspicuous
provinces oi Asia had received the gospel ; and TertuUian,

who lived in the second century (in his book contra Judce-

cs) doth there witness how many nations, and these most
remote from other, Parthians, Medes, Annetiia^ Phrygia^
Cappadocia, Pontus,'dnd Pa?nphiiia, with much oiEgypt

y

and divers parts of Africa, besides Rome, Spain, and
other places of Europe, were in his time almost wholly
christian. For it is indeed clear, that the bounds of the

church was then of a larger extent, than it is now at this

day. (2.) It is also undeniable, that in this solemn day of

the gospel's spreading amongst the nations, suffering and
persecution did all that time attend the church ; yea, in

such a measure, that as the writers of those times do wit-

ness, neither famine, pestilence, nor the sword did destroy

so many of the world, as then were of christians in the two
first centuries put to death for adhering to the truth : and
it is clear, that this great work of God, in such a swift

spreading ofthe church, was most discernible in those times

of hottest persecution : yea, then was her most effectual

groivih and increase, which upon her getting some rest,

and, beginning to flourish with external peace, \vas at a

visible stand. ('3.) How marvellous a thing was this, to be
brought about, ifwe consider the many different languages
that did then stop correspondence between the church and
the rest of the earth. For how could the truth thus spread

among the nations, yea, in such remote places of the world
churches be planted by the apostles, and have the scripture

translated, and made legible to them, without that extraor-

dinary gift of tongues, which for that end was then_ given

from the Lord ? Sure, beside sacred authority in this mat-
ter, reason may convincingly witness to the world the truth

of such a miracle. (4.) How strange and wonderful a

change was this, that in so short a ti7ne the gospel should

thus enlighten and put such a lustre on the most rude and
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sausage places of the earth, where scarce humanity had
been, and bring them from the condition of beasts, to be
men ; should thus tame and civilize the greatest barbari-

ans, and cause the Uoti to he down ivitb the lamb, yea, by
the preaching of that gospel, and of a crucified Christy

which as it was to the Jews, a stumbling blocks so to the

Greeksfoolishness !

And in a word, was not this indeed a miracle, how in a
matter of such high concernment as that wherein men's
souls and everlasting interest lay, they should be turned off

from their old way and religion, in which they and their

fathers had been so long rooted ; and that a little spark
which did break out in judca, should bring down the idols

of the nations, and burn up their tevlples !

Alas, that there is so little of a large heart, of that primi-

tive zeal and fervour this day among christians for the en-

largement of the church ! that such merchants are now
rare, who would venture out to trade with other parts, foj*

this excellent ware, the merchandise whereof is better than

of gold! O that in these parts where the truth isknovyn
and professed, the Lord would raise up men of such a spir-

it, and such a magistrate, who would make it their work,
and lay down solid grounds how to advance the kingdom of
Christ in the dark places of the earth, and reckon their in-

terest in a foreign plantation upon the account of the gospel,

no less than on the account of trade ? we would pr^j'-, and
yet hope for this.

IX. What we find foretold hy Daniel, ytz, by Christ
himself, about the destruction ofJerusalem^ and ceasing of
the Jewish daily sacrifice, with the rejection of that people,
(Dan. xii. 11. Maith, xxiv. 2.) hath many ages ago come
to pass, wherein the world may see how clearly the event
doth answer this prophecy. For it is manifest,

1. That this is a truth wliich doth need no other wit-
ness, than the scattered remnant and desolate ruins of that

once flourishing church and nation of the Jenjis, which we
see with our eyes at this daij^ whose present staite is so great

a monument of divine judgment, so dear a witness to the
scripture, that I think men cannot look thereon, if they be
in any measure serious, but must have such a conviction.

2. What hath befallen tins people, may it not be an as-

tonishment to the world in all succeeding ages ! A stroke,

that hath put them in a more sad condition than any na-
tion or people we ever yet heard of ! that cast them out of
their ov^^n land, and scattered them as vagabonds througli

the earth, so that these many ages they have had no sceptre
Bor lawgiver, no piece of the earth they €ian.caU their own,
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but at the mercy and arbitrary disposal of every place they

reside in ; no privilege, or liberties, but a naked permis-

sion to possess their lives and estates during the pleasure

of those under whom they get shelter ! A people put by
themselves with a visible mark of divine wrath upon them,
like a beacon set up for all the nations to look on, even
these who were once eminently owned of the Lord^ who
was known in their palaces for a refuge ! yea, it is very
manifest, that no stir or essay that ever they made for their

relief, but was still to their further ruin, and found God's
hand visibly cross to them therein ! Sure, Ammiatms
Marcelimiis, a heathen writer, did intend no testimony to

the christian cause in relating that strange passage, which
near his time fell out how the Jews by Julian's warrant

and permission did attempt to build the temple again, but

2ifire breaking out from the foundation thereof, which de-

stroyed many of the workmen, forced them with much
terror to desist.

3. Must it not be some strange and dreadful provoca^

tion, beyond the sin of their forefathers, whereat so strange

and unusual a stroke doth point ? Whilst it is clear, that

notwithstanding frequent idolatry^ and departing from
God, when they were at that height in wickedness as to

offer up their children to Molech^ and set up altars in the

groijes^ to reject the message of the prophets, and thrust

some of them in a dungeon ; yet were only punished with

seventy years' capfmty^ and after by God's very immedi-
ate hand brought again, those who had taken them captive

concurring with them to rebuild the temple. But now
how long and dark hath their night been, since this judg-

ment came on them ! and though they could not these

many ages charge themselves with idolatry, yet no Saviour

or deliverer hath been raised up, no prophet sent forth, 7/0

sign or appearance at this day of relief, now for these 1600
years ; yea, amidst these frequent changes and revolutions,

that have been in the world, jw change in their condition !

Sure, if that people were in speaking terms with their con-

sciences, this might put them to a strange demur, what
should be the cause, if they be not guilty of killing the

Messias, and that blood pursuing them : ivhal atrocious

provocation beyond others they can instance in, for whicli

the Lord doth so long and so sorely, by such an unusual

and unheard of stroke, thus contend.

4. What a marvellous concurrence of providences, and

convincing appearance of a divine hand, was in this judg-

ment, the besieging 0/Jerusalem by the Romans falling in

with the (very time of thepassover ; whilst so great a con-



I^e Fulfilling of the Scripture^ 24?

flaence of people from all parts of the land were there on
that account, that both sivord^ndfamine might contribute

their help to destroy ! What unreasonable and astonishing

obstinacy against all offers of peace, and the most pressing

insinuations thereof, which Thus Vespasian made, event

whilst their ruin was otherwise inevitable ! An unheard of

strife^ where the enemy did contend to save, but they to

undo themselves ! How judicially hardened^ under most
remarkable prodigies and warningSy which they had of
that approaching desolation ; ^mV/i?^ wholly amongst them-
selves, yea, so cruel one upon another within, that their

adversary without could not but look thereon with com-
passion ! O what a stroke was this, wherein greatest athe-

ists would grant a fatality ! For indeed men cannot consider

the same without acknowledging a divine hand, and some^
thing above ordinary means and causes, where all did thus

meet together in a solemn conspiracy to accomplish that

people's ruin^

5. But it is' here we may see a singular providence of
God for bis cburcb y thsA those who of all the world are

most violent enc7nies to the christian truth, are also a most
convincing witness to the same. Whilst (I.) These do
clearly attest the scripture which is our alone charter, the

divine authority of Moses and the prophets, the true copies

whereof they did most tenderly preserve, whatever absurd
glosst^s some of their rabbles have thereon ; yea, durst

never offer in the least to vitiate the original, but have had
the same transmitted, still from one age to another ; ta

ivhich records, that are this day in their hand, the christian

church can with much confidence appeal, and demonstrate
from the OA/ Testament the undoubted truth oftheiV<fW.

Yea, in this we may appeal the atheist to his conscience,

that the scripture is no imposture, or any cunning device

of christians, which is so far witnessed even by the great-

est adversary and maligners of the christian religion. (2.)

That strange induration of the ^ews, their unreasonable

rejecting of the truth, who after so long a time cannot sec

the cause, which is most discernible in their stroke. O is

not this also a most convincing seal to the scripture, and
clear fulfilling thereof, there is a veil over their mind, as the

apostle sheweth, whilst they read the law, judicially smit-

ten by the Lord with blindness that they cannot see until

once this veil be taken off ? And truly we may say, therg

is nothing in theirjudgment more strange and astonishing,

than such a continued obstinacy against the truth : how
they should be thus dark in the noonday, but that herein
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the scripture is fulfilled ; so that v/e may even turn a poi-
son into an antidote !

X. That which is so expressly foretold in the New
Testament, yea, as the great drift of the prophecies thereof,

^he coming of antichrist^
_
and remaling of the man of

sin to the ivorld^ (2 Thess. ii. 3, 4, 7, 8, 9.) hath long since

been acconipiished ; wherein, we may say, the wonderftil
corresponding of the event with the prophecy is so clear,

that this truth is now as plain and obvious, as once it was
dark to the church ; these things being undeniable^

1. How the Spirit ofGod in the scripture ^hath been in

a more than ordinary way partictdar, to point antichrist

forth by such notorious m'frks and characters^ that after

ages may know him, if they will not shut their eyes. I

confess, it is not strange, the /;/cpW)6 party should seal up
the scripture, and forbid the ordinary reading of it, since

the breaking forth of that light would soon make their

kingdom dark. For if men would but set the history of
the church, since the times of the apostles, over against the

Scripture, and make use of that notable key for opening
n)^ prop?iecies of the New Testament, it should be then
^asy toknow, Xht antickiist is surely come^ and Toho this

is ; and herein doth the Lord's tender respect to his church
appear, that he doth not only in a very solemn manner
Jgrewarn men about this great trial, and as it were by the

'sound of a trumpet give an alarm, that such an adversary

itVas coming, yea, of the time thereof, who would do more
liurt, than all who had gone before, but doth also make so
piear a discovery of the whole fabric, rise, and progress of
that party, with such particular circumstances and differ-

encing characters from any other enemy of the church, as

may render the world most inexcusable, if they will needs

t^sh on that rock, whereon tlie scripture hath' set so con-

spicuous a beacon.
_

.

2. That this prophecy should now W'ant an accomplish^:

inent, or antichrist be yet to come, is a thing most reptig-

ftant to sacred truth : since it is sure, that mystery of in-

igm'ytven in the limes of the apostles did begin to luork ;

and what then for a time withheld his coming, the heathen

ejTipire of Home, hath long since been taken out ofthe^ ivay ; .

v( liich caused some christians in tiiose days to \\ ish the

standing and continuance of .that empire 1 from the tenx>r

they had ofthat adversary, wlioacjcorilingto the word they ^

kiiew,Wsis to Rll hi5, room, "^ca, do we not- find, the:

church's triiil from an'tichi:ist sliould/be the most sore and

/<?j'//X7-
trial of the church: under the Ne v.' Testament,?'

\VJiii^r 4i;uK ha btgun brcathing^iigii K^atlienish persfcu- .
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tion, was to continue for many ages, wherein the word is

most express and clear, that the rise and fall of this enemy
should be gradual, and not at once ; whose beginning and
first appearance might be traced to the fust times of the

church, and his close and final ruin near the second coming
of Christ, I?J/ the brightness %vhereofhe shall be destroyed!
And therefore this is so much the subject of the prophe-
cies of the New Testament, the great intent and scope of
the Revelation of John^ in which the true state of the
christian church, with the various changes of her condition,

even from the openingof the jfr^/ ^c^/ to the blowing of
the last trumpet, is particularly held forth ; and there may
we all along trace the steps of the rise and fall of that man
ofsin.

3- TU2ii such an one 2ls the scripture points forth, doth
most fully answer to all tliose marks which are there givei>

oi antichrist y hath come, and been revealed to the world, is

a thing so very manifest, that except men will needs force
their light and conscience, it cannot but be beyond quest-

ion and debate ; even such an one ivbose coming should be

lifter the ivorking of Satan imh allpower, signs, and lying
'wonders, forbidding to marry, 2l\\6. to abstain from meats
luhich God had appointed, who sitteib in the temple of
God, halting a namefull ofblasphemy, and doth exalt him-
self abo'oe all that is called God, who bcwitcheth the kings and
great men ofthe earth with his enchantments ; yea, that

even by his livery may he be known, he most usually hath
scarlet and purple, which I think truly marvellous, how par-

ticularly these are mentioned in the scripture ; and in a
v/ord, such an one whose traffick and merchQndise, is not

only gold and siher, but the souls of men ; who should be
drunk ivith the blood of the saints qnd martyrs ofjfesus
Christ ; under v\ hose reign the church vcwistfiee to the wiU
derness, and there be latent for a long time ; and his seat,

that city which is situate upon seiwn hills, even that great
city which doth rule over the kings ofthe earth. O strange,

how men can acknowledge this for the scripture of Gop,
and yet not see it fulfilled before their eyes, that there is so
lively an image and portrait of antichrist there held forth,

such peculiar characters which do convincingly point at the
pope, and popish hierarchy ; yea, could answer to no oth-
er adversary, which Christ ever had under the New Test-
ament, either pagan, or Mahometan : and yet so much of
the world doth not know him when he is before their eyes !

4. It is clear, that no age since antichrist v as revealed,

''did altogether want some witness, to point him forth, even
in the darkest times ; many ofwhonilnved not their lives

H H
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iihto the death, that they might seal this^^ truth ; and it may
be a question, if more of the blood of the saints was shed
under heathens; than in after times under antichrist. Yea,
though we had not such express marks to discover him,
from the li^orW, it may be easy for men to judge iy/6<> that

is, that is this day so directly opposite to Jesus Christ , arid

to the great design of the gospel ; that assumes to himsetf
what is alone due to God, to forgire sin, and be worship-
ped with religious adoration j that chailenges a ma^isterid
po^^ver and supremacy over the whole church, as its bead,
'a style too great for any of the angels i who maketh voi^
ihe_ merit of Christ, andlayeth down a way of life and sal-

ivation, on the same terms that it stood in the co%en<int^ of
iXiorks, who doth destroy the great intent of the gospel;;

'and in effect, denieth Jesus Christ to have come in the flesh';
whosetteth heaven upon sale for money, and permitteth

irone to perish and go to hell, but the poor, who doth dis-

pense with grossest acts of sin, and the express commands
of the lja5fgiver, maketh moral prohibitions void by his

authority j yea, halloweth the very stews, and most horrid
actsof uncieanncss ; taketh on him to change the condi-
tion of the dead, and ensure to tlieir frienr^s the happy state

of their souls, if they will make large offerings on that ac-

(pount. O ! who is this, if not that antichrist, whose
way doth state him in such direct terms of opposition to
Christ? ^'"''-

^5. Have we not cause to wonder, no less at the strange

induration and blindness of ihz popish party, than of the

Jewsj that whilst the one doth confess the Old Testament,
and yet knoweth not Christ, the other should grant the
truth of the Jfeiu Testament, and not know antichrist, that

he is came, even he after whom a great part of the luerld

Ibr these many ages hath been tvandering ? Sure, so clear

an agreement betwixt this propJhecy and the event may not

only put this beyond debate, but leave a conviction upon
the greatest atheists, of the trutli and divinity of the scrip-

ture. For whatever former times might pretend igno-

'jrance-,^ whilst this mystery was but working, now when the

7/^7/ ^'^yiw hath come to his full height and stature, and is

s'o ckarly revealed by tiie light of the gospel, it takith away
al^ excuse ; and I profess, in these latter times, I cannot
see how otie can be a knowing papist, and not an atheist

'))\sq::;z_ ';^^ ,'-'"-":- -"' " V '.. ..:':. ':'

y'^^ kti5\y Iti^ a sore- judgrhent on men, 'who will not r'e^

'''vi fc tVn^tri'tth, thiii the ciiscovery thereof shoukl be their

pa!^<iri(\ tormmt ;- and 1 am sure, whatever advantjiges of
v>ut\viard peace- the followvers of 7?;>?//Viv7iV have this day.
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they can have ho sound sleep, whilst the light with that

clearness doth shine, that they can neither stand before it,

;'nor y^t flee and escape, wliere their conscience will not

follow. But O ! here is the scripture evidently fulfilled,

',^nd their judgment far begun, as it is held forth in Rev,
xvi. that the greater discovery the light makes, the more
they^ should rage, and in fury rise against it : for the heat

of this cannot but scorch^ where it doth not warm. There
is no help, where God doth judicially harden men : no
blindness, like that where they shut their eyes, and the

^righteous God mak'^sit their plague by putting his seal to

it. However, vjisdom must ht justified of her children ;

the truth cannot lose its errand, even when its effects are

sad and judicial ; {ox it is a siaeet sawur to God in them
tubo perish. It is truly a sad sight, and there seems no ac-

cess to convince, where malice at the way of the Lord
turns men mad, yea, cruel against themselves ; -but sii^cc

the popish church (!oes not avowedly deny the scriptures,

the divinity of the New Testament and prophecies thereof

(which is the great advantage we require to have its au-

thority admitted, and their religion brought to this test)

which is the alone rule of all true reHgion ; and since they

must grant that to be joined with antichrist , .or partaker in

such a way, is most dreadful, and involves them under the

greatest ofjudgments ; for it is a matter of noless weiglit, than
an eternal salvation, or damnation : yea, since this concerns
ministers of the gospel, as one special part of their work
iio^v in the last times, to bear witness against antichrist,

(that great, we must say the greatest adversary, which
Christ ever had in the earUi) to warn and pursue without
ceasing this call, whatever success it have, that ?nen would
come out of Babylon^ and haste from under an approaching
wrath and vengeance, which on some other ground,.than
appearance, we are sure, now makes haste ; I would here

in behalf of the truth offer some queries on tliis subject

(besides any thing hath been already mentioned) and
Uerdn appeal the adversary to the scripture of God, that

great and uncontroverted judge, and to their own con-

science, yea, to the sober and retired thoughts of such,
who are under any awe or impression of a Deity, when
they are alone with themselves, if this so remarkable a
prophecy, about the antichrist and his coming, be not now
clearly verified, that men may see him with their eyes, or
else must shut them at such a sight,

1. Is there not a very/////and particular discovery \vhich

the scripture gives of this ^rG2Lt adversary, both in his rise

and growth, his reign and fall ; and not merely by a pass-



2^2 I'hc Fulfilling of the Scriptun,

ing word : whom the apostle, S Thess. ii. S, 4. points fe
bysueh peculiar marks ; whom John dots describe arid

distinguish from all other ainichnstsy that were only totJe
his foreruraiers, and shews him a more noted and prinGipal

adversary of Christ above others
; yea, we have throng

the whole Re^oelat'ion most clearly discovered, under differ^

fent styles, what he should be, and what a sore and long
trial the christian church was to have m^ider his reign. 1
profess, when 1 read t lie scripture, and there see so express
and clear a forewarning:, which many ages befo»e we hav%
about the co772i/2^ of this adversary, with such peculiar di^
tinguishing circumstances and marks, as are at this day
most exactly verifii^d in the e^'^ent, I am constrained to ad-

mire at so convincing and unanswerable a witness to th'e

scripture's divinity ; and must think it strange, how men
at such a rate can wrestle against the truth, except by get-

ting a victory over their conscience, and patting the Hght
•in fetters, whilst they own these prophecies of the NeW
Testament to be of divine verity ; which yet they so evi-

dently distort, against the clear sense and meaning thereof

,

-yea, do adventure such a commentary on the same, that

ipanifestly destroys the text.

.J 2. Can you possibly txptct amicbrist^s coming to tlfe

world now according to the scripture, if he be ?ioi alrea'dy

repealed; when his forerunners were so many ages be-

fore, even in the times of the apostles, to shew he was then

: coming \ I must ask, if this adversary should this day be-
• gin to appear, could you judge this is he, or reconcile such
a contradiction, how he is noix) breaking out, who was'^c--

^nmng to discover himself 15G0 years ago ? For it is'so

long since the apostle shewed, this mystery of iniquity

ivas working, (2 Tbcss. ii. 7.) which clearly points at tihti-

christ^ who then v/;is hatching, diough not on such a growth
and ascendant, as after ; and could he be yet latent, j'etin

the bud ? Hath there been no further advance, after so
many ages ? Hath this mystery yet not wrought itself

above ground I O where hath he been, that such 'd working
thing, so dreadful a spark could keep so many ages under
ashes, and noflarnc, no fire perceived ? For it is sure if he
was then at work, he hath not yet ceased. Yea, if ybii

adrr^it the scrioture, is hot the rising of the Turkish empire,

in the order of the tntrripets^ clearly offer the revealing of

the cintkbrist ; and this horrid scourge held forth fRev.
ix. 20.) as a remarkablejudgment from the LOrd, on the

c>&r2j//^;7 world, then imneAnntichristicm, for their idola-

try, worshipping of images. Sec. which Was not brought

into the church till the man of sin was towards his hrig^Ht ?
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«. Is not this unanswerably manifest, that he yoho did
ivhbbold, and as a bar restrained antkhrist^s comingfor a
time, cannot now be standing in the way ? You see, the

scripture shews expressly there is a bar must be remo'ved,

and then should this 7nan ofsin be re'veakd; and this Cannot
be doubted, but tliat some temporal power was hereby
•meant, which did x\\(ix\ forcibly imthstand (as the Original

word KATEXON imports.) For it is very clear, whilst the

-Roman empire was heathen, he. could not brook Rome, or

as a monarch have his seat in that cltif imth se^en bilk :

he could not then both^^V in the temple of God, and have the

kings of the earth to gi^e their power with consent to him.

Now let me but appeal men to their reason and judgnient,
ifany such bar could be yet standing, after so great, yea,

such innumerable mutations and changes of the world-

When, many ages since, there have been such various suc-

cessions of states and kingdoms, and a wearing out of
greatest ftimilies, how could any temporal power be eveir

since the days ofthe apostles a continued let in the ivay 0/
the adversary ? '',' '

--•'^' -
'

1

4. This query I would seriously offer ; if'SUcha part^-

can be found this day, to vvhom all the ?narks of antichrist

held forth by the scripture, do truly agree, couk) you then
denrj that he is fome ; if so be you look for such an anti-

christ, and under that cognizance, as the Holy Ghost
points him forth in the world ? O will you be so much in

earnest with your conscience, as to suffer the truth to come
thus near, that you may impartially judge what^ is there

of the. prophecies, that concerns antichrist coming in the

world, which is not now verified in the event before your
ej^es ; and admit the scripture but judge therein, whether
there is any such particular distinguishing badge and
mark, held forth in that blessed record for his discovery,

which does not convincingly quadrate with the pope^ and
his followers.

5. I shall in this also appeal to j^our conscience, if there

be now or hath been under the new testament an o/i>^/'

party, or such an adversary to the church of Christ, to

whom these distinguishing characters of antichrist could

agree : such an one who should be no open adversary , but

, A>tf?i in the temple of God under the veil of a friend, with a
shew of great ivonders and miracles, and yet under that

^t\v exalt himself against God. I know, you will deny
that this hath a clear respect to the popish party, orjsjustly

apphcable to them : but I am sure, if without a prejudi^ate

bias you vvould seriously judge, and abstract from appli-

cation, in this you could pot deny an assent, that iwf/6 i?
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party (whosoever he be) bears that great badge of dmu
fhristy in exalting bimseif against God? who, as a friend;

doth assume those tiiks only due and competent to the

glorious God, and to the Mediator to be head d^nA chief
doctor of the catholic church, and alleges her for his spouscy
who challengeth an infinite power, by making use of that.

Mat. xxviii. 18. All power is given unto me^ Sec. (which
tiiat book, intitled FontijxalCeremonies ^ does assert, Lib.U
fol. &6. who assumes an authority to bind men's con-
science by his law, and to free their conscience from those

laws which arc divine and unchangeable ; who appoints
divine worship and adoration to creatures, by directing

prayers to them ; does subject the faith of the church to

the detcrrriination of a man, in which, as infaUible, all must
rest : is not that a dethroning of him who is the great

prophet and teac'aer of his church, yea, a making his au-

thority void ? Now, beside these distinguishing charac-

ters, which the scripture, so expressly givQso^ antichrist, -dvp

not. these also so notorious and plain^ that I think it strange

hovV men can have their reason and judginent in exercise,

^nd not know to whom they belong ; i mean, theforbid-

oirig ofmarriage^ and o^the use ofmeaiSy which the apos^<

tie holds forth, 1 7?;w. iv. 3. end in Re'^. xviii. 13. you
iiave there a merchandise imtb the souls of men. And O !^

dan any be in the dark, ixiho these are, that have such a

peculiar traffick with this ware, by redeeming souls for,

money, and making a sale of pardons and indulgences,

v/hich concern men's souls. I shall add that likewise Rei}^

ix. 20. the ivorsbipping of idols ofgoldandsilver : and here-

in crave the world to be judge, yea, can appeal to some of

their own greatest writers, if this be not both the doctrine

atird this practice of the Romish churchy which one of the

most learned among them does expressly assert, that the

ipiages of the triniiy are not set up for a shew, but for re-

Vicious adoration. And is not this a most direct making
void of the moral law ? which so expressly forbids any
worshipping of the invisible God under the similitude ofa
corruptible man, or under any visible representation.

6. Is not this foretold of antichrist, what a dominion he
should liave over ihe kings of the earth ^Rey. xvii. 18.)

unto whom they should agree, and give their power and
BngdornSy to support his interest ? Now if this be not con-

vincingly verified, and hath been for many ages in the popCy
it is easy, to judge : and I am sure, his followers v/ould be
loath to deny a thing, in which they so much boast. I con-
fess, were it not thus foretold by the scripture, we could

not think it credible, how the kings and great men of the



7he FiilfiUing ofthe Scripture. 25^
' ' "

- ' i ~>

earth should be in such ^ measure hewitcbed, to enslscve

themselves and their i terest to that party, and,yield to so
jtrahge a subjection under their yoke ; It seems so ver^r

irrational, yea, like ah infatuation^ since they cannot but
see under what a terror he keeps them by his interdictions,

by assuming a power to loose subjects from any tie to theif

princes ; and thus binding and loosing their conscience at

his pleasure, what interest he hath in their counsels, b^
that subtile device of auricular confession ; what intolerable

homage and service he requires fi'om princes ; what vast

treasure he draws for support of his hierarchy, from those
places where he hath power

;
yea, what a visiWe tendencjr

his actions have to promote a worldly interest, and make
the great men of the earth dependent on him ; how easily

he can dispense with the greatest breaches of the moral
few, whilst most cruel and inexorable in any thing that in-

terferes with his power and supremacy ; O how astonish-
ing might this blind devoting of great men, both them-
selves and their power, to the support of such an interest

be, if we had not a clear resolution from the scripture, that

this ISfrom the Lord, who hath put it in their heart, and
so far gives them up in his secretjudgment

!

7. I must ask, is not that a convincing witness to the
scripture, and a clear argument for the protestatit reformed
church, which you so much object against her, tnat her
condition for so many ages hath been loix} and abject^ and
did so little appear, whilst the pcpish'iniertsx. was resplend-
ent and flourishing ! For it is sure, such a long continued
suffering, and latent condition of the church under onti-

christ, is expressly foretold, wherein the ivitnesses shoulc!

be put to prophecy in sackcloth^ and the poor womat^
(which is meant of the church) put Xoflee to the njoildertiesi.,

and be there hid : so that you cannot say, the cnurch and!

followers of Christ have been lower in these worst and
darkest times, than the word holds her cut to be. Vet,,

hath there been still a succession^ and some witness for thCr

truth, and the church thus continued in all these times^'

which (as one excellently says) was like a fresh river thcit

made her way through that horrid lake of antichristiariism,'

without mixing therevvidi, and at last did; fei^l^ qu;^ glp-
riously. V/ ,

'.'/''.
^"'^ '''.' Y ''^.

^\.i^

8. Is not the antichrist in a special way pointed put m
the scripture, by some proper mark ? some visibie sign and.

co'gjiizance, which his folloiners should receiife, for diffcf-

eneing them for any other party, Rev. xiii. 16; Now in this t
desire the world and most common observers to judge^ if,

ihosQmanystrange cerc?nomessind rit(;softhe Ropiish, gkurcb,),
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their distinguishing signs and badges (which they so mucb
own and indispensably require, as visible characters oi
feheir profession, yea, are so peculiar to that party beyond
others) do not convincingly quadrate with the scripture

herein, and most clearly verify the same in the event. The
world knows, and the ordinary \\ ay and practice of these
can witness, that frequent use (oh a most horrid, idolatrous
abuse !) of the sign of the cross ; which not only in a spe-
cial manner they take as a differencing badge of their party
from others, by so frequent a crossing of their forehead andt

breast, and putting this as their mark on all they baptize,
or receive by confirmation ; but do ascribe also to it an
effectme and operatiiie power, and as a cliaini or magical
sign make use of it to effect tilings supernatural, to restrain

sin, drive away the devil. For thus they conjure spirits,

tJius they wear it in their rings, and pendiaries ; yea, is it

not by them adored and worshipped, and made use of for
tlie blessing and consecration of all other things : sure, this;

can be no matter of debate, since it is so known and obvi-
ous, and that it is easy thus to discern a Roman catholic^ if

he but avow his profession, by such a visible sign, and find,

him but by his mark ; which that party does pursue witb
greatest fervour, and thereby correspond aixi discover
themselves one to another.
-1 I shall further add, is not this the antichrist, w hose name
must be understood, and reckoned by the number thereof,

which is the number of a man ! Re'v. xiii. 18. It is true,

this seems very dark and mysterious, and instead of a more
clear discovery, might ratlier be judged a drawing a veil

over this adversary : but since we have the scripture's ex-
press call and warrant, to make a serious inquiry and search
about its meaning, yea, does not only hold it forth as duty,

but shews such a thing is attainable, and may be under-
stood, I shall desire in humble sobriety, without peremj)-
tory asserting, to offer some few thoughts on this scripture,

both as to its meaning, and how clearly the man of siii is

thus pointed out and his name made known by the nuinber
thereof: about which I humbly judge (and must therein

crave liberty to differ from others, and tho$e whose judg-
ment I most highly rc^spect) that this number^ as it is here
set down, is explicatory, and given as the very key to the

church, for opening the mystery of this name, and of that

man of whom also it is the number ; and tluis shews, it is

liot to be reckoned as the name of a single person, nor i^

it to be found by arithmetical computation in tlie numeral
!{•!

; s ofa man, but is the \v^i\^^e^ of a politic hodij^ a nam-^

\\iiwa comprehends a. plurality, .^uch ag those numeroifej
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'orders and degrees of the pontifical hierarchy are ; and by
such a scale, his number does remarkably ascend in so
m^ny degrees, until it terminate in a man^ even in ont ab-
solute monarch and universal head, as the very summa
totalis, in whom that whole number resolves, and there-

fore it is the number of a man. Yea, by this reckoning,
we may thus clearly know ivhai a man that is ; that as he
cannot be known, if we take him alone, without respect to

a politic body and the whole complex hierarchy, of wliich

number he is made up, as the constituent parts, ^ve must
also understand, by this computation, the antichrist, with
respect to a long continued series and succession, which
here the scripture shews to the church : that he is not a
single individual person only, cr such a politic body, of
many numerous degrees, resolving in one head, which
should be but for an age, or of a short duration ; but that

he is an adversary who is to be continued, in a numerous
succession, through a series ofmany ages. And thus may
the mati ofsin and his name be understood, by this number^
of which he is made up. Now in this, I humbly judge,
the scope ofthe scripture is clear, in setting down such a
rule to count antichrist by his number, and thus does pro-
phetically obviate that great mistake after ages would fall

into, and is to this day entertained, that this adversary is

but one individual person, who should get up, and cause a
remarkable apostacy in the church ; therefore it is, that

the world will not know tiiis is he, when they see him
before their eyes ; not considering that such a numerous
body and succession is contained in his name^ from which
he cannot be separate.

But for further clearing, I shall oifer some few things to

beseriously considered in his reckoning. (I.) Here is a
number, and plurality, by the Holy Ghost particularly set

down, by M'hich antichrist must be known and counted :

and tlie tie is so close betwixt him and his iiumber, that

both the man and his name is formally made up thereof.

(2.) Here is ^.number w^hich is not to be sought after by
the subtile computations of arithmetic or any curious in-

quiry in the numeral letters of a man's name ; since thus
we cannot know the true use of christian wisdom and pru-

dence, which the scripture requires ; yea, it is clear, this

way might answer seveial other names, as well as Lateinos,

which could not in an ordinary way be determined, with-

out a pretending to some extraordinary revelation and dis-

covery. But here may be j'ldged work for spiritual viiS'

dom, to count this number of antichrist, and his name^
with respect tp liic nature, frame, and compQsition. (.2.)

1

1
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Here is such a number, wliich is all summed up in one

fnmiy and cannot otherwise be counted or understood,
' but as^it hath a respect to a single person, in a continued

,

succession, wherein it resolves. Now, is there not such a

number, to which the pope stands as nearly related, as the
'^

total sum is to those degrees, and lesser numbers, ofwhich
it is made up ? And here is wisdom, to join aright that

man of sin, and his number, and there see how exactly they
quadrate in the event, and each gives light to another.

(4.) We find here a large number, whertin there is a plu-

rality ofmany different degrees, rising one above another,

and is therefore definitely expressed .by so great a number
35 666. (5.) This is also a rmmber (and herein there

seems clear ground for such a remark) which is most unite

and compact ; with a close concatenation, a remarkable
order, and rising from a lower to a higher degree, with a
special subordination and dependence on each other ; yea,

is thus knit, that one part comprehends the other ; such
as is most clear and obvious, in that subtile politic consti-

tution ofthe Romish state, and that numerous hierarchy,

with which this definite number of666 seems marvellous-
ly to quadrate : where hy a scale of so m.any steps and de-

grees, you may foUov/up this number, as it were from six

lo sixty, &c. by deans, provincials, generals of orders, to

bishops, tlience archbishops, primates, patriarchs, cardi-

iials, until you find all resolve in one man ; who is as close-

ly related to it, as a name can be to so many syllables,

whereof it is made up. I know, this may seem too curi-

ous an inquiry, and not so suiting the gravity and weight
of the scripture ; but since the Spirit of God hath chose
such a definite number before another, wherein there is so
strange an order and quadration, to discover that adversary,

and gives us such ground that his number points at his

frame and composition, I think, without any challenge of
unsobriety, such a remark very suitable. (6.) Whilst
die scripture shews, tiiis is the number of a man, and of
bis name, does it not also shew, it is such a number that

lit s nearest antichrist, and is most closely related to him ;

and as the formal cause, does most specially concur in his

constitution, yea, giveis as it were life to thatimyge \ Now
let it be seriously considered ^-^chat this is, \ ea, wliether

that mystery of antichristianism docs not in a peculiar way
lie in his supremacy, and being infallible and the ultimate

yw^/.r,-^^ oft;onlroversies, which he claims as absolute head
of the church universal, at\d that fountain whence all those

degrees of pouer in the Rojuisb hierarchy do flow, and in

vvliom they fully terminate. For it is cic ar, tlience are all
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those gross tenets, and corruptions in doctrine. Thus he
most directly exalts himself against God, and puts the

Mediator oiFhis throne : thus he does exercise authority

€)ver men's conscience : thus antichristianism, and that

avowed opposition to Jesus Christ, takes hfe, is nourished,
and hath its strength, even under those wings of his abso-
lute supremacy. Now if it be clear that this is the Jiumber
which lies nearest to antichrist, from which he can no
ways hd separated, and does most formally make up that

man of sin, then by the exercise of christian u'i^^/om may
that number, and its true meaning be thence understood.

(7.) Is not this such a number, that is peculiarly restricted,

in a class by itself, which the 18th ver. does shew, where-
in that great bulk of the Romish church is not to be sought ?

For though it is there clear, diat such ^vho receive the
mark, and by some visible profession own the doctrine of
the Romish church, arc of the largest extent, and therefore
it is said, great and small, rich and poor, must come that

length, yet as to the number of the beast, and of his name,
it is expressed by itself, and as a higher class, in which all

of the common rank who must receive the mark, do not
fall : but as lying more close and near to antichrist, is in a
peculiar manner restricted by a distinguishing note ; which
a serious study uf that scripture will help to clear.

^

XL ^Vhat was prophesied about the killing rf the wit-
nesses under antichrist, (Reii. xi. 3, 7, 8.) we may say,
hath clearly come to pass, and at tJiis day may read the
same in the event. For it is manifest,

1. That during antichrists reign, even in the darkest
times, there wanted not some to seal the truth, and bear wit-
ness thereto, both by open confession, and suftering on
that account, which tlie church histories can abundantly
make out.

\ 2. That during that dark night those who did give a tes-
timony, and any way appeared against the grievous en-
croach.menfs of antichrist, in behalf of dov/nborne truth,

\ were put to prophecy in sackcloth, when there was nothing

I

lefr, but to weep over the church's ruins, and witness their
i dvtestation and grief for the growing apostacy of such
I times.

3. it Is clear, tliat as the prophecy doth point at some
niore: remarkable suffering and persecution, which tlie

:
church was to meet \\ith from antichrist, beyond all it had

\ endured from that adversary in former ages ; j'ea, a special
permission from the Lord to that party, to vent their rage
land cruelty against the saints, which should fall out after
' the Witnessesfinishing their testimony, \vho had so long in
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.•v, an abject, low condition, as in sackcloth, prophesied
; yea^

when antichrist should be at his height, and his kingdom
\_ upon the turn, that tiien must this remarkable /^i//i«^ 0/

^'jijhe w/mf^5<?5 be accomplished : soHkeuise did the e'^tni

- : , convincingly verify the same. For it is known that upon
the close of antkhrisVs reign, whilst the truth began to

break out, this sorest storm of persecution beyond all that

had been before, did thtn break upon the church, even in

its budciing forth, that we may say, that adversary did not
-.. only put forth the utmost of his power and rage against the

saints, but seemed in some measure to bring his cruel de-

signs to pass ; which the dreadful massacres in France^
Pro'cence, and the vallies of Piemont^ the sore and violent

persecution of the churcli through tlie Netherlands, under
the duke of Aha,2i\-\(Sm Enghwd by queen Mary, in

Germany aTtt r the defeat of the duke of Suxony, and land-

grave ot Hesse, can clearly witness.

4. Is it not also clear, how this remarkable storm, and
cutting down of the saints, over whose dead bodies their

adversaries did rejoice, was according to this prophecy to
' be pre'DWus to som.e em.inent eidargement and rei'hins^ of

' the church, which did accordingly fall out in tlie event, like

a resurrection of the ^witnesses from the dead, to the aston-

ishment of the world, that immediately followed upon the

VtttiSi'back iherqpf ? so that when their enemies thought they

£ - had gained their end, as they did conclude by such ptrse-

,,C. cutions, particularly that French massacre, that \.\i(t protes-

c • tant interest should be quite ruined, they were yet forced

-;. : %o see their labour in vain, and the church more eminently

^;;. flourishing after the same.
;': .1 shall further add, that antichrist hath not only been re-

•pealed, and his kingdom come to its height ; but it is clear

ri ." this day, that it is on xht falling hand, and his ntiti is now
3f\ begun. Upon which account we may say, yea, have

f.r- cause to sing, that the winter is past, thefig treeputteth

.?.i ^ forth her leai^es, that sheweth tlie surnmc r's approach ;

•liS. yea, the singing of birds is heard in our land ; let us go
?:. - forth, and meet him, who is now gone out as a mighty

i.- man, for the salvation of his church, and takes the fields

' • against this great adversary of his truth and people, oa
whose side A'ictory doth surely wait.

The second i\\m^ proposed, was to consider, TFhat is yel.

to he accomplished.

'i.i'i
-. Having touclied a little some; of the most concerning

vv'JiJt. . ;
prophecies of the scripture, both under the New and Old.
Testament, which Are akeady fulfiUfd., and thq triith there-

of so clearly written forth in the history of pro'^/idence ;
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- - Jbatwe may say, the most ordinary observers, if they will

not shut their eyes, cannot want a conviction thereof : I
shall now in the next place point at that v/hich yet re-

mahieth of the prophetical part of the scripture, to be ac-

complished ; those prophecies which concern the church
in these last times. Whereby we may have a sure de-
monstration, how far the night is spent., and of the near
approach of that blessed J^y of the liberty of the sons of
God: for tins doth finish the mystery of God^ and fully

perfecteth his work, if once that which remaineth of the
prophecies of the word were fiiifilled.

There are those truths, the accoinplishment whereofwe
have a sure warrant to expect before the end. As (1.) The
full ruin, and downfall of jS./^y/o;?. (2.) The conversion
and incalHng of the Jeix^s to Jesus Clirist. (3.) A solemn
day of the church's fiourishing, both Jews and Gentiles,

which shall follow the makhig out of the former promise.
(4.) The fall and destruction of the Turkish e\x\\ii\-t, that

cruel party who have been raised up and established for

judgment, with wiiom the Lord shall 5^et reckon, for all

that clirisiian blood by them so unjustly shed, as seemeth
clearly held forth, Rei). xv\. 12. (5.) We are also to ex-
pect, after all these, that full and last stroke upon Gog and
Magog : and then the Lord is at band, and that great mys-
tery of the prophecies and promises of the scripture shall

then hefinished., and at a blessed close.

I. We have thefidl ruin and destruction of antichrist and
his kingdom., clearly prophesied, and in very express terms
promised to the church, (2 Thes. ii. 2, 8. Rt'o. xvi. 10,

17.) the accomplishment whereof we do yet according to

the scripture wait for ; which the Gop of truth, who can-

not lie or repent, shall in due time assiuedly bring about^
and which approachethwhcn that solemn cry shall be heard,

Babylon is fallen ! about which we v.'ould consider,

1. That this judgment is already begun., and the first

step thereof visible is now clear ; wherein men may see

the event most exactly answer the prophecy. . For the
Lord hath begun to consume antichrist by the breath of his

mouth : and since the first breaking out of the light, his

kingdom hath been mouldering down before the word-
Have not nations fallen oif, at the voice of the preached
gospel ? It is true, the church wanteth not sore conflicts,

even under the Vitals : and it is the Lord's way, to trv hi$

people with such various uncertainties, that when things

have been most promising, another providence cometh
like a cross wave, which seemeth to drive them as far

j_^<j^
^bac.k, as once they seemed to be forward. Yet it is sur?.
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^nd should be beyond debate, that antichrist's overthrow
is upon a present advance, and that work of tlie Lord for

his church's deliverance is going forward. For if we be-
lieve salvation by Christ upon the warrant of the word,
should we not also with much assurance believe that

antichrist's wound is deadly and incurable, which he hath
got by the preaching of the gospel, which all the physicians
of the earth shall never help.

2. This is one ofthe greatest and most sigTial SLCts of the
judgment of God on his church's enemies ; one of the

most eminent manifestations of his glory, v.'hich he hath
reserved for the last times, ^\'herein the appearance of his

hand and great power shall be very manifest ; and we are
to e^cpect by this remarkable stroke that way shall be made
for that glorious house ^ which Christ is to have for himself
in the latter days, which shall be built upon antichrist's ru-

ins,, when that ntvj briiky both of Jews and Gentiles, shall

be prepared for the marriage supper of the Lamb.
3. Though we are to expect, on clear ground from the

word, the Lord^s eminent appearing by his immediate
hand in this great ^uar^,Which shall be so convincing
in that day, and witness an extraordinary providence, that

all lookers on must with fear and astonishment confess,

that this is God's own work : yet it is also clear, that Z!<?

tx)iH therein, mahe use of instruments, fitted and chosen for

that end, who shall be raised and acted forth with a more
than ordinary spirit, X.o execute the tengeancc of the Lord,
ei^en thejudgment ivritten : amongst whom tbefeeb/e shall

then he strong. Yea, we ha%e ground to expect, that of
tlic ^ings of the earth, and the race and successors of those
who in former times b.ad given their power to the beast,

shall the Lord raise up, to hate the ivbore, and make her

desolate. O blessed are they, who shall have a harid in so
noble a work, to sack and destroy that accursed city, built

up with the blood of tht sailits and martyrs of Jesus Christ.

4. We are not to bound the Lord, as to any particular

time for accomplishing this piece of his word : yet we have
clear ground to believe, tliat BabyIon''s ruin makcih haste,

and the (lay of the Lord upon her is near ; whose sivord is

bathed in heaven, and that the instruments of his ven-

geance are making ready. One stroke upon that party is

already past ; antichrist hath begun to fall before the viord,

and must tall further until that great stroke, which shall de-

stroy his seat and lay Avaste that land, be accomplishtd.

Some promising evidences of its near approach I would
here point at,. (1.) The many prayers of the saints,

which are now before the throne, and cannot fail of a re-*
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turn. Many who wrestled oft with the Lord on this ac-

count, though they are gone, yet are their prayers on the

file, and wait for tliis solemn manifestation of the judgment
of God : and the blood oi \h^ saints doth not cease to cry

^

yea, hath as loud a cry as ever. (2.) It is clear, that the

preached gospel now since the light began to break forth,

doth ripen and help to make the harvest more ivhiie, than
many ages formerly. And truly, if we consider how long
the word hath been sounding a retreat to that party, to

come out of ^^^^/^>//, and that for these 150 years, they
have been still acting in opposition to so clear a hght, to

such a solemn call, so many warnings, yea, to such con-
vincing discovery ofthe Lord's being against them in very
remarkable providences, doth it not shew, at what an height
their sin this day is, and an obstinate rejecting of cure ?

(3.) We cannot but see how that judgment which should
be poured forth on antichrist under the vials, is in a great

measure now verified in the event. (4.) It is clear, and
consonant to the scripture, that the Lord's ivork is now
hastening^ in the latter days, providence in a swift motion,
and making great advance, more quick changes in the case
of the church, both as to storms and calms, and her trials

now must not be so long as in former time. Rom. ix. 2&,

He iviil cut short his work in righteousness ; for a short

ivork will the Lord make in the earth. (5.) That antichrist

and his followers do this day seem to be at such an advan-
tage ; the Lord's work as it were at a stand, yea, rather

going back. This late reviving of antichristian prelacy in

Britain and Ireland^ with so visible a growth of popery
there, and so dark an hour upon the reformed churches
abroad, I think, on very solid grounds, is a promising evi-,

dence ofthe near approach ofa further stroke on that party.

For it is clear, both from the word and God's ordinary
way of procedure, how a sharp storm is wsxiAXy previous to

some remarkable enlargement of the church; a very lotv

ebb, before the turning of the tide ; yea, that every step of
her advance, whereby she hath gained ground on anti-

christ, hath still had some conflict and \vrestling going be-
fore : and thus the Lord, by suffering, doth ripen his peo-
ple for such times of mercy. For which times, O let us
pray and wait, when the smoke of that accursed city shall

ascend up to heaven, and his people be made to triumph in

his praise, and sing that song. Hallelujah! Salvation, gls-

ry^ andhonour to the Lord Gody who hathJudged the great
whore ! Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles

and prophets : for Gcdh.uh avenged you upon her.

Mt
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.
^ II.' We have a clear prophecy aboiU the mcaUhig ofrh^
zyewSy asid their conversion to Christ in the latter days;

rheld forth by the prophets, and in the New Testattjent very
^ (Expressly mentioned : the fulfilling whereof the churchf
"^^^ust yet wait for, and long after, when God shall brin^
'again the captivity of his ancient people, and say to that

^Halley of dry hones ^ Live f about v/hich we would consid-
• er, i^(2. xi. 15. i?om. xi. 24. Rei). xvi. 12.

.''

1. That this promise doth not only concern particular

persons, or a few, but the body and generality of that peOi-

- pie, is most clear from the scripture, if men would com-
pare /5<3. xi. 11. Zech. xii. 10. wi{\\JR.om xi. 25. Where

" it is undeniable, that their gathering must be as full and
remarkable, as their scattering : and as there is no nation

so remote whither some of them are this day driven, that

shall not hinder the fulfilling of the promise ; but as Isaiah
sheweth, the Lord shall then assemble the dispersed and
outcasts^ and bring them hackfrom thefour corners of the

earthy and furthest places thereof. Yea, doth not the apos-
- tie expressly shew, that it is all Israel, whereat this prom-
ise pointeth I For though they are enemies concerning the

gospel^ yet are they beloisedfor thefathers'* sokes, because
^^;of the covenant which was made with Abraham and his
'
jseed. And truly we have in this, ground also to expect

''
-something further than their conversion ; that in this day

^''the Lord shall raise up the tabernacle of David ivbich is

'vj^ii'/Zd"??, and plant them upon their own land* Amos ix. 11,

f 'j|5. Not only bring them to a visible church state, but
' even thereivith some temporal restitution and recollection

of them as a nation : yea, we may expect a return of tide

old blessing of that land's fruitfulness, which I think is

clearly held forth in that oi Amos ix. 14. that the very hills

shalldrop down sweet wine, and melt as it were in outward
blessinjjs on them.

2. That this.promise hath not yet had an accomplish-

ment, is also clear from the word. For it must follow the

'; .'rejection of that people, and sliould not take place until the

\\fuhiess cf the Getiti'es be brought in: which harvest for
^
' itiany ages afrer was not to be reaped. Yea, did not the

f -'^apostle hold this forth as a ?^'.y^/^ry, a piece of the scrip-

; ^ ture which the ancient Jewish church could not well coni-
' prehend, when it was pointed at prophets, and even at that

time was not ind 'rstood? Whicii surely could have been

no 7nysteryfifxheircSuv.r<,ion had -read led no fin-thcr ihau

ihe apostles' time ; anrl it is known, howsmnll a number
fi/ucc of that people hath yet beeh brought into Christ,
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3. We have much ground from the scripture, that this day,
this great daj- o'ijezrdd, shall be a very remavkabk and W-
emn time : vvhicn will cause astonishment to the nations
round about, and make a wonderful change on the face
of the earth ; a time of God's eminent appearance for that
people, when his singular respect shall be as manifest, as
formerly/ his great displeasure and anger was ; a time, on
which many of the choicest mercies of the church do cer-
tainly wait, tiie return of many prayers, a large pouring
forth of the Spirit, even on the body qf that people and on
all ranks, not only the families of David^ Nathan, and
Levi-, but also the families of Shimd, \yith a large dispen-
sation of gifts ;

yea, such a time, wherein the converted of
.•Jsrael shall then see and understand how far the glory of
:>tbe second temple doth exceed that of thefirst, and shall be
a very conspicuous part of Christ's universal kingdom,
eminent for the power and purity of the ordinances, to
-which others shall look as to a most choice and excellent
.pattern of a purely reformed and glorious church,

-5 . 4. Beside the promise of him, who is nothkeman to
lie, or the son of man to repent, th^re want not some very
Convincing providences., to confirm our faith concerning
this : if we consider how this people are still kept by them-

- selves^ amidst all their scatterings not mixed or incorporat-
ed with other nations, which is most usual through long
converse, that people ofseveral parts of the earth will unite
and join in one. Is not their great increase also remarka-
ble ? What great multitudes of them are in the eastern
parts, yea, through most of Asia, Africa, and in those

. places of Europe where the christian church is ? and ali

Ujis time their land not possessed, but by a rabble of the
Turks, nwd^v whose yoke they groan. And though the
genealogies ofparticular families are at this day much lost,

yet there is still so much sure and evident, as to the series
and genealogy of the nation, that doth diference them from
any other people.

B. It is true, the authority of the word should silence all

our thoughts hovj so great a thing sliall be brought about :

yet we may judge, that (as a mean) this shall eminently
contribute to the same, such a convincing stroke upon anti-

christ which must go before their conversion, wherein %o
manifest an appearance of God, and the fulfilling of one
of tiie greatest promises of the New Testament, cannot
but stare them in the face ; and with this the taking away
of that stumbling block of idolatry, which hath so lonj
helped tg harden them againit the professip^i fi^ }h^ gos^!*

pel.
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I imist shut up this with a sad regret, that vvliilst we have
so clear a promise there is no more tender respect, and fur-

ther essay to promote the good of that i>eople. Who
knoweth, what a blessing might attend the use of ordinary

means ? since this is an unquestionable duty, and men
know not, when they smi) the seed, ivbether this or that

shallprosper, alas ! that the usual rieportment o^ christians^

with whom they converse, doth oft further help to heighten

their prejudice against Christianity ; kt us long and pray
more for tliisday, a day which shall bring so great a bless-

ing with it to the Gentiles.

ill. There are many prophecies both in the Old and
New Testament, that do clearly point at a great flourish'

ing and prosperity in the days of the gospel :' which I hum-
bly conceive, are not yet itilly made out, !:>iit shall have* a
Miorc remarkable accomplishment before the close of time.

ha. ixv. 25. Ixvi. 12. Mic. iv. 1,2.

I confess, the event will be the surest commentary ; and
until this appear, men should be sober end cautious, that

they darkennot the counsel of God, and his truth,^ with any
wild iancy, and aim to be zuwe abo^De that %vhich isiuritten :

yet I must think, tJRit thtre are great things laid up i\\

these promises for the church, that we cannot now well

reach
;
yea, wou id scarce get believed, until the appointed

time unveil their meaning. I shall here but only touch
how it may appear tliese promises are not yet fully accom-
plished, and =iy/?^? with a safe warrant Vve may expect in

tl>eir accomplishment. As to i\\Q first, we would consider

thi'sc th.ings,
_

'

_

1. That these great promises, which hold Kirth so emi-
nent an enlargement and flourishing of die church, do also

point at sc«Tie particular litnitcd time ; some period arid

revolution of the church's condition, which is not agreea-

ble and common to other tJmes ; until which these prom-
ise's do not fake place. ' - '

_

'

2. Tills i:»roniised liovirishing concerneth both jfeWS'^nd
'

Gentiles, and die word doth clearly point at some further
'

increase of the Genfile i:hmch by the calling of die Jenus:
>vliich must have <\ peculiar respect to that solemn time of

luaePs restoration,' aTiol' antichrist- s ruin •, a time, on which
the return of many prayers, and the fulfilling <")fmany prom-
ises in the l>^h:ilf of the chuneh, do surely wait. So that

as /.fr7/>^ and other of die prophets do put over this great

fl(jurlshing of the church to the days of the gospel, the

apostlf^', -AW/.' xi. doth point at a more precise time,

vvbcTe*in this in a targt^K measure shall be madt owt.
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S. We cannot find the christian church did €%erenjoij s9.

great an enlargement and flourishing state as these prom-
ises SQcm to impon. For persecution and suft'ering hath
raost been her lot, first from the Jews, next from her hec-
tben adversaries, and last from antichrist, whose fall and
rtiin, we have ground to e:xpect, shall make room for so
great an increase of the church : for, iiow much power
antichrist hath, in so far is the church kept under ; yea, it

is clear how very short all her br€i\things have l^een. • :t

4. It would appear, so solenm a time of the ichurch^'
Sourishing, whereat \Xvt prophets did so^ft point, as it

hath an undoubted respect to the days of the gospel, so in

its full accomplishment must cnsiver to that remarkable
day of Satan''s l?mding and the saints^ rcigrj with Christy

when t/ie kiKgdoms ofthe earth become the Lorci''s ; Avhich
we find doth immediately precede Satan''s last loosing , and
his going fort'n to gather his broken forces, for tliat greai
battle, v/hich is to be very near the end.

I shall hut add, we ha\'e ground to judge, the Lord will

usher in that glorious everlasting state of the church, even
by some preparative degrees )>ere : the latter limes arc

there to be reckoned the more bk-sised, th^ nioie near they
approach to the dawning of glory.

Now, in tlie second place, i shall but p^jint at some
t/jings, which with a safe warrant we may understand and
look after in the accomplishment of these promises.

It is very clear, they hold forth a great enlargewient to the

universal church, both of y-'£ws and Gentiles. Particular

churches maybe in a sad withering condiuon, whilst other
parts do floiiri&h : but these promises seem to point at a
day, which will concern the saints in all corners of the
earth, who shall not want their share \a ithtiie rest of that

bjlessed time. It may be also clear, some more bright and
hot sunshine of the gospel is held forth ; some s'lch remark-
able spring tide of the Spirit, that shall be as discernible

as the church's low ebb, sometimes was ; a day of the
great poiver of God, hiu presence very manifest among his

people and with'the ordinances, beyond Ibrmer times ; so
that Ezek. xlviii. 35. The name of that place shall be calL
ed Jelioyah Shammah, the Lord is there. Yea, that in this

day Christ's visible kingdom, in a settled church state, s\M\\i

more eminently y/o7//(!.sZ^ .• and tiie iiowing in of people and
nations with much fervour, who shall jo/V/ tkemsehes to the
Lord, pure ordinances, a more universal sameness amongst
the worshippers oi God, the walk of christians v. ith a dis-

cernible lustre of holiness, will be made to commend tlie

gp$pel ; Christ''s goings full of majesty, and the shout of a
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A'zVj^ which then shall be heard among his people ; the

tioise of such sad complaints and bitter exercises tr"oni the

spirit of bondage, not so much among the saints, as in

former times. And though we see no sure ground from the

^Vord, to expect such a favourable time, wherein the church
militant shall not have trouble and persecution from the

world : yet there seemeth so much deafly imported in

some of these great promises, as point at a great cahn, and
,more favourable gale of outward prosperity, which the

church shall then have, yea, this in some longer continu-

ance than in former ages ; a clay, wherein t.he haters of the
Zor^ shall even be made X.ofeign subjection, with much of
the countenance and concurrence of magistrates, and the

civil authority in behalf of the church ; yea, a time ofmuch
holy fear amongst the people of God, apd ot much terrer

and awe upon his enemies, to which the great \'\'orks of the

Lord in that time shall then effectually contribute, and
cause them iofear the Lgrdand his goodness in the latier

days.

X'- IV. There is a special prediction of Satan^s bindi?}^ tip,

or restraint
J
and of some remarkable reign cf the chm-ch

ivjth Jesus Christ, held forth, Rev. xx. 2. The full accom-
plishment of which we on clear ground may judge, is not

already come : yet is so far now verified in the event» as

may clearly witness its meaning, and let us see how at-this

day it is taking place, I coni'ess, this seems one of the

most darjt and abstruse prophc sies, we have in the scrip-

ture ; on which there hath been many strange thoughts and
glosses held forth : but to set down these various judgments
of men on the truths of God, I humbly think, may tend to

a further darkening of the same, more than to any solid ed-
ification. I shall only offer som>e things to be considered^

nvhich by undeniable consequence from the scripture seem
most clear and obvious, and may only help to the under-
standing this prophecy, but that manifest correspondence
which is betwixt it and the event at this day.

(1.) There can be no debate, this solemn time of the

saints^ reign with Christ concerns the miiitam condition of

the church, and must be expected here on the earth, not

in heaven. And therefore we find immediately after, there

is a very sore assault of the de'uil held forth, who should
occasion a nev/ trial to the church ; and he for a time let

kose, to deceive the nations. (2.) Since the scriptme is

the best interpreter of itself, we must here understand
('comparing one place \vith another) this raising of the

iisaiiLte ajid martyrs of Jesus Christ to reicn with him^fg-
uratively, and in siich a sense as that is'i^f^. xi; II, must
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be understood ; to wit, a rising ofthe witnesses in the samf
spirt! and power, and of such a party who should bear the
same testimony. To which ^Iso that in Mai. iv. 5. and
Mai, xi. ^ 14. abplit John^s coming in the same, spirit of
Eiijab^ with which he did appear to the world, gives light*

So that we see how consonant and ag^reeable the scripture

is v/ith itself. (3.) Is not the meaning of the spirit in this

prophecy clear, that the greatest enlargement of the church,
yea, and of the longest duration and continuance, that it

should have under the New Testament unto the secomi
coming of Christ, is h.eld forth in the reign of the saints f
So that it manifestly points at a more solemn lime, a more
sweet refreshing interval, which shall be remarkable both
jn measure and duration beyond all she formerly had : and
shews," that tiiere is no such happy time else to go over the

churches \\fdL\,ti\\s\i<iht triumphant in heaven. There-
fore it is called, by way of eminence, the church's rtign»

considered comparaii'uely with any ptiier such change.
(4.) Is it not very clear, that this so remarkable time c^tn-

not be judged /;;v?'z;ioz^3' to ^7w/zV/6m?'^ coming, nor mnkr
his advance and growth ? Since, first, this points expressly
at those who were beheaded for the witness of Christy and
had not worshipped the beast and his image^ nor jeceived
pis mark, who should thus be raised to reign with Chrkr.

,,;.(2.) We find that it doth very immediately precede that

>j\last assault the church shall have, upon Satan^s loosing., :to
^|;ather the nations to that great battle ' and so mustconcerii
• these last times, ^vhen the Lord is pouring out hhi<ials up-

on, the throne and kingdom of the beait- It is strange
wiien the scripture i§ so plain, that some choice and ex^el-
jent men, writing on this prophecy, will have it contempo-

^,.,^rary with the church's condition before antichrist's appear-
Ifj^^ncp : for it is sure if by the beajtjjnd his ijnage and imrk^
^-jj'^ntichrist must be understood, and if there be but orze- great

.j3, assault mentioned after this, which the church militant
shall have before the close of time, this prophecy, must
now be fulfilling, and with no other time before this could
quadrate, according to the scripture. (5.) Is it not clear,

that this great restraint of Satan is no sUch absolute binding
that will put the church wholly btyond trouble and reach
of his assaults ? No, this belongs to heaven, and is there
only to be expected. But the scripture very evidently
shews, this shall be such a binding up of Satan, that he
should not deceive the nations, nor have that wonted power
to darken the face of the church by any great or universal

apostacy, during this time. And I am sure, it is undenia-
piQ, that since the church's raising from under antichrist.
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Satan Iiatli been thus restrained : and by all liis violent as*

saults, he hath not reached ihefull withdrawing of any one
nation which was brought under the yoke of the gospel

;

whatever may be.said ofpoor Bohemia, by a violent .course

of persecution so borne down, tlmt this once famous church
is now scattered in other places where there are yet con-
siderable numbers., yea, it is not altogether without hope,
that the great avenger of blood will yet visit her cruel usage
on that bloody Austrian family, and return yet her capti\i,-

ty again, when it seems aiow furthest off and hopeless.

{•6.) Must we not see, that this great sunsliine, as it takes

m ajJlichrist''s fall, hath a special respect also to Israel's re-

turn and conversion ? Which, according to the scripture,

i.G one of the most solemn and flourishing times that the

christian church shall have, and therefore shall be to the

Gentiles as lifefrom the dead. Now, do but seriously judge
\vhat the church's condition hath been through all the time$.
of the New Testament, ^rst under heathens^ and after un-
der the tyranny of afitichrist., and now how far providence
does unfold the meaning of this prophecy in the event,

since the man ofsin began to decline ; and I humblyjudge
it may be easy to see, that at this day it is clearly taking

place., though this solemn reign be not yet advanced to its

greatest pitch, but will have a more remarkable period ere

this prophecy be fully ngiade out. I shall but add, this res-

urrection mentioned in the prophecy, must be in a spiritual

sense understood, an<:l can be no bodily raising of the

saints ; since it is so expressly there called the first resur-

rection., to distinguish it from the second, and is held forth

jn an opposition to the first death.

V. We have a prophecy held forth, Rc^o. xvi. 12,

which compared with Rein. ix. 13. seemeth clearly to point

at the fall and destruction of the Turkish empire^ who have
been these many ages so great a scourge to the christian

world. For it is manifest that this drying up of the riiier

Euphrates must relate to tiie very party, which we find in

that 9th chap, raised up from about that river, where the

'^urkh^iXh so considerable a part of his dominions. It is

true, the event will more clearly make this known : Yet
these things are undeniable,

1. That such a party was foretold by John, in tliat 9th

chap, and a solemn warning given to the church, of so

dreadful a storm ; the tiiTie also there pointed forth, when
antichrist should be at a great height ; yea, the portrait

of such an adversary nnost evidently held forth, such as in-

deed they vvere found to be, a terrible cruel destroying par-

ty, ^Jid therefore aresaid to have breastplates offire ; their.
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number z{ho there held out to be a 'oerif .great multitudej

which those huge armies usimlly broughi by ih<i Turk to

the field, can witness.
.

'

^

2. The causv why the Lord should raise up so dreadful

an enemy, and thus let them loose, is also expressly de-

clared in that 9th chap. 20th ver. that it was in judgment,
and for a plague on men, for antkhristian idolatry i,

Avhich

then had so much overspread the earth : and it was no
wonder, when so much of the visible chureli was turned
almost brutish in their religion, and from the pure worship
of God was carried" after idols of gokl and silver, the work
of men's haixls, that so brutish and barbarous an adV-ersary

should be let out for a scourge, X truly think, .that as anti'

christ, ancfthe abominations of that party, bath beea hith-

erto the let of success against the Turk ; so we are not to

expect the prospering of any such design, and his fall and
ruin, until the cause be removed, for which the Lord did

make use of this dreadful rod.

3. That such a party was raised up, according to the

prophecy^ yea, at the appointed time thereof, is very clear,

who like \x- mighty delitge dkl- overthrow a great part of the

earth, and with strange prodigious success did overrun
much ©f As'ia^ some parts of Africa^ and brake in on Eu-
rope^ to give work to those kings and great men^ and be a

scourge to them, who had giiien /j6^i/- p^'-u^?/^ to uphold tl>e

throne of the heast.

4. There is also clear groimd from the scripture, that the

Lord shall as eminently appear in the fail and destruction

of this adversary, as in the raising of them up ; and that by
theirfally he is to make way for the accomplishing of his

promise, about the church''s further increase, his aricient

people, whereto this prophecy seems to have a particular

respect. This we are to look for, as one of the great works
of the Lord, that is reserved for the latter days, which shall

no less shew forth his power and glory, even the drying up
ofthat great Euphrates, than in the clay that he divided the

sea^ and made Jordan a dry channel for his people to go.

through. We are not to be further positive about means
and instruments, how such a thing shall be brought about .:

it is enough, what the Lord hath spoken ; and the word
that is gone out of his mouth, shall /i/?/ return empty.

Vi, Now to close this, there is yet one great assault,

whiciJ we find the church shall have before the end, and
• thenZ/^r 'Vjarfare \s'^ be near,/?W/&<?fi'.' about which the

:>scripture is clear, that Satan for a Utile time must be let

loose, and that solemn and perfect victory, which the

church in the close of time will ijet over all lier adver^ies^
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shall be ushered in with a very sh.arp trial, and once again
tills ungodly v)6rid\v^ shew its rage, rally its broken scat-
tered forceps in a general muster (Ret^. xx. 8.) with as
much fury aa ever : and then shall tb.e Z^r^ eminently ap-
pear, that by One full stroke he may for ever decide" that
.iong continued war and feud betwixt the church and her
^•'enemies. A deliverance, which as it uiil be the last, so
one of the greatest that ever the church Imd ; the Lord thus

. finishing his vv'ork of providence, by so stately and magnif-
< icent a close \ And truly, after this, we knov/ no more of
canonic scripture to be fulfilled, but the coming of the
Lord, when the poor, tost, afflicted church shall enter into
a triumphant estate, above all the violence and oppression of
men. O blessed, and long looked for day of Christ's re-

turn to judgment, whtw the dust of the saints, that for some
thousand years past have been resting in hope, shall aivake ;

and this earth and all the glory thereof, like a poor vaia
shew, disappear ! O blessed and comfortable time, in

which the saints shall then fully know what hea'uen is,

which they have so oft admired at a distance ! shall behold
his face, in vjhose presence is fulness ofjoy f and shall need
no further confirmations of the truth of the word, when
once this great promise of the Lord's return is verified, a
promise : wherein ail those precious truths, which con-
cerned tlie church in her journey, as so many streams,

shall empty themselves in this great deep i Then there is no
more to do, the work of the gospel is finished, the redeem-
ed all brought in, and the bride made ready to go forth and
meet him, who shall fully satisfy and comfort his people,

according to the days of their former affliction, and be for

ever their exceeding great reward.

THE FIFTH ARGUMENT.

TffAT ivhich 7iot only is for the most part already ac-

complished, but is a thing whereof ive have so sure confir-

mations, yea, so great a pledge in our handfrom the Lord,

that what yet remaineih shall be certainlyfidfilled^ must it

not be an undoubted truth ? But the scripaire, as to those

special predictions that are not yet made out, is such, con-

cerning which the Lord hath given his people a very large

pledge and st»'ong confirmations,^ now in these latter times,

to believe their certain aceoniplishment. Therefore, fe^c.-

It is sure, that a part of the scripture, some special proph-

ecies, which do concern the state of the churcli in these

last times, hath not yet had an accouii)lishment ; which aite

already touched in the former argument, and are indeed. 30
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^.gfcat concerning truths, that may cause us to sit down, and
\vonder, when we think these shall shortly come to pass !

'Vet such, whereofwe may be fully persuaded, if we con-
sider, that they are held forth and promised by him who is

the God of truth, and the begun performance hereof now
so manifest, yea, what hath been the Lord^s way, and the

' eminent providences of these last times, which may fully

satisfy our spirits, that God's work is near to a close, and
the accomplishing of the \vhole scripture now at hand.

I shall here point at ^ome special groundsywhtncc the
godly in these times may be thoroughly confirmed about the
truth and certain fulfilling of the scripture, and those proph^-

ec'iss thereof^ that yet are not fuljilied : which we should
look on as a very convincing pledge in our hand of the
same.

I. Is wcil.the being of the ivorld^ yea, the heaiiens and the

earth U'hich ive see, with the continued course of nature,

gkenfrom the Lord, and held forth to his people, as a wzV-

'\ness to his truth, and a sure pledge to confirm their faith of
its accomplishment ? That when we look upon the heavens
or the earth, we may there read a "visible seal of the certain

performance of the -ii'/iole scripture of God, which for that

very end are set before our eyes. Wg have this clear,

yp-. xxxiii- 20. that the co'venant ivith the day and the

night is there given to the church to confirm that cove-
nant betwixt the Lord and his people. This also is held
fortli, jet. xxxi. ^S, Thus saith the Lord, %vbo gl'oeth the

sunfor a light by day, and the moon and stars by night, if
theseordinances skalldepart , then may the seedofIsrael cease
and/ailfrom being a nation. It is also clear, i^^. Ixxxi-x,

2. That thefaithfulness of God is established in the 'uery

heauens ; and these given as a special convincing pledge,

to confirm the faith of his people in the matter of his truth,

and of the performance of his word : for which, we will

find m'Der. 37th of that Psalm, the sun and moon given to

the church as a witness. Is not the rainbow also, Gen. ix.

(though not natural, but an instituted sign, bt-cause there is

no correspondence betuixt the sign, and the thing signified)

given as a visible sign of the co'Denant'o^Gon, to seal unto
men the assurance of his v/ord and promise ?

I must think it strange, that we do not consider this

ivorld, and look on the frame thereof with more astonish-

ment, yea, that it is net a ,nreater and more marvellous
thing in our eyes, if we \^oujd,but think seriously, Whence
it is, and how it came to have^j^ping ! let us suppose one
were brought forth into the ligl^t, from a dark place where
he had hcVer'seeii it before, and there let his eyes wander

L h
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a little upon tffe heavens and the earth, O what a dazzling
and amazing sight would that be ! But it must be said, we
look on these every day, yet know not how to read or un-
derstand vvliat is written thereon ; Oh this great universe
is for the most part as a sealed book.

But for clearing of this truth, there are two tliiiigs we
should gravely consider. (1.) Something which must be
previously kx\o\\'Ti and believed, that (host VisihXt hea'oetis

and earth are the very work and product of this God, whose
word and promise we have in the scripture, and have their

being and original from him : for otherwise there could be
no reasoning from these, about the truth of his word.
(2.) We should also consider, what a convincing /?/^^^r

is here, for confirming our faith of the scripture, and of
the sure performance of all that is yet remaining thereof ta

be accomplished.
As to the first, it might seem unnecessary so itiuch as

once to mention it, since it is so little questioned, or under
debate ; but oh ! it is too clear, that many truths are easily

admitted, which are not really believed. I know the

world would find it hard to shift so manifest a demonstra-
tion, that this universe 13 the work and product of the great
God, when there is in it so bright a discovery of infinite

power and nvisdom. Truly it is strange, how men could
admit its being, who have denied its beginning, w hich not

only byfaith we understand, but is most evident from sol-

id grounds of reason : and though men are undone witli

implicit faith and a common assent to the greatest funda-
mental truths, \vithout any solid persuasion thereof, yet

the greatest atheists cannot keep off the discovery of this,

but by keeping at a distance from it. Which truly Aristo-

tle and others of those ancients did not so much deny the

same, but not knowing the scripture, they could not know
how it should be. Thence Epicurus and others of his

followers finding that they could not solve the phenomena
ofnatiire, and shun unansweiable absurdities, if they ad-

mitted an eternity of the world, did fall on such an irration-

al fancy, to avoid this, of thefortuitous concourse of atoms ;

yea, some held an eternal preexistence of the first mat-
ter : which pitiful notions may shew what sad case men
•are in, vviio grope after the truth by the tw iiight of nature,

and arc strangers' to the scripture. But I leave this, anci

siiall only touch a iitdesome most clear and satisfying evi-

dences of this truth, that the beginning and original of the

world is not more clear from the scripture, than it is also

demonstrable from solid convincing groimds of reason.

And truly a clear discovery of this hath a further reach,
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than may be apprehended, to give the atheism of men a
deadly stroke, and shake all its grounds. Now let these

few things be seriously considered, (1.) If you confess

there is a Deity, tliat God blessed for ever is, must you not
necessarily admit a creation and beginning ? since eternity

is a thing, that is only communicable to tlie first cause :

and you cannot conceive that the earth could produce it-

self ; for to exist, and not to exist at the same time, is a
contradiction. And I am sure, they must shut their eyes,
who do not every \vhere discern some witness of the glori-

ous being ofGod. (2.) You cannot deny, that there is

such a thing as time; since there is no judging days and
years and ages to be infinite, or how one thing in a contirv-

ued order should go before another, without coming to

some first and beginning. (3.) Does not this gradual ad-
vance of human knowledge in the earth, and that further
discovery, which arts and sciences have made, by a contin^
ued improvement of the same, witness very clearly a be-
ginning and original of the world ? For ye could not con^
ceive a perpetual succession ofmankind, with a constant es-

say ?Si^rfurther kiioivledge^ with such a continued progress
in experience, as an eternity (supposed before this) would
produce, and yet the most concerning arts 'dnd sciences^

yea, the choicest experitnents and in'uentions we have in the
world, to be of so late a rise and date ; such as the use of
printing, and of the mariner's compass by the loadstone,
the use of guns, the improvement of minerals in medicine

;

yea, the very motion and convoy of the blood in man's
l3ody; which are but of late discovery. (4.) May not so
short a history \yh\c\\ to tins day we have of the world,
witness its late original^ and that it is of no eternal dura-
tion ? since the most ancient records of time, or of things
past, do not exceed some thousands of years. And could
this be possibly conceived, that i7ifimte ages preceding (if

such had been) should give no account, nor leave a re-

membrance to posterity, when these late ages hold so much
forth ? Yea, how could it be, that it is but of late one part
of the world is hiown^ and discovered to another part
Thereof ? (5.) It is very manifest, from the known records
we have of past times, what hath been tlie rise and increase
o{ nations ; yea, how a great part of men have from a rude
and savage estate been brought into society, and under
laws and government ; yvhich shews, this world must be
of a siort duration ; which none could conceive, by admit-
ting such a supposal of its eternal being. (6.) It is sure,,

tnan is born and dies, and in that ordinary way of gcneratioa
mankind is still propagated : and is net jiere the world- s be-
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g'mn'mg very obvious ? For you cannot judge, that men
should beget other eternity, without going back at last to

some first man, who could not beget liimself. (7.) If
etenuty be preferable to time, cifll you judge the raost ex^
cellent things of the earth, such as man, and next utito him
the beasts, are perishing, and only these things which are

inanimate, and the mass of the earth whereon they tread,

are of a perpetual duration ? (8.) It is manifest, ^vhatan
increase a few men (not to speak of other living creatures)
Jnay in an ordinary way have, to people a vast country,
even in some ages. Now is it not thus clear, the v\'orlcl

can be of no eternal duration ? For, if you should this way
turri back on an infinite number of ages, and suppose that
every age should but add and nuiltiply to the race ofman
two or three, it would come at last to this, the earth could
iibt bear them : since we must thus suppose some infinite

increase, from an infinite continuance of the world, Vvhich
no wars or consuming strokes could in sucli a measure di-

minish.^ (9.) Can you conceive that should be eternal,

which is wholly made up of corruptible and perishing
things ? since the things of the world have all their set

times and seasons, wherein they appear, and are quickly
gone. In a word, must not men deny a dissolution of this

world, or an after judgment and life to come, yea, the wliole

truth of religion, if this great truth be not received and be-
lieved ?

But having premised some few evidences, that may wit-

ness the original of the world, yea, that this marvellous
frame, with the whole continued course of nature, is the
product of a divijiepoweriind luisdoJii: I shall here in, the
second place, point at some few things, which may shew
how great a pledge this is, and what a quieting ground it

should be to the faith ofthe godly, that the scripture is cer-

tainly true^ and must have an accomplishment : since from
the very being and beginning of the world, ^ve may clearly

reason to those things which by undeniable consequence
follow.

(1.) That the world now is, is a sure and confirming
witness to its last close, and of tlie accomplishment of that

promise of its dissolution in the end of lime. We know,
it is not long since there was no earth, no sun, moon or
stars. Now, upon no less security than that word, by
which it was formed, we must believe it shall ere long
cease to be what now it is : and thus when we look upon
the world, and see such a thing before us, ought we not to

read that promise of its after dissolution, clearly written
thereon before our eyes I (2.) It is a very clear consc
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quence, that this God, can bring his word unto perform-
ance, and his power therein cannot fail or fall short ; yea,

that his counsel and purpose hath no dependence on 77ieans

or instruments, who did once bring this world out of noth-

ing, and said, Let there be heaven and an earth, when there

was none. O when we open tiie bible, and read the great

promises thereof, should we not have that,impression on
our souls. These are the true and faithful sayings of God^
and his word, with whom the doing thereof is as easy as to

say it ; who without the concurrence of instruments, or
any co-workers, could bring this great creation forth I We
truly 50 far mistake the meaning of the heavens, and these

great celestial bodies, with the marvellous order that is

there, when we cannot read tlie truth and faithfulness of
God in all his pronuses writ thereupon : for they are held
forth to men as a courirming pledge of the same ; and this

were indeed an excellent study and improvement of astrol^

ogy. (3.) Since it is sure and undeniable, that this earth

doth hang in the empty place^ though men see not whereon
it leans and rests, O what a strange thing is it \ Could the
air bear up so vast and ponderous a body ! But herein is a
marvellous divine power convincingly witnessed, which
hath so established it, that it cannot be mo^ed. Now> is not
this his very word, that bears up such a weight ? and
thence, with as clear ground, we may reason for adventur*.

::ig of the church with its weight, and every christian's bur-
den, whatever it may be, on the promise of this God, on
whose word the great bulk of the earth doth this day lean,

I must say, no mathematical demonstration does follow by
a clearer evidence, than this consequence from such pre-

mises is undeniable. (4.) We see the Lord keeps covenant
with the day and the jjight, yea, th?X summer and ^ivifiter

do not fail before him, according to his promise : and are
not these a visible witness for God, that his truth and ccve-

7iant with his church shall not fail ? For it is sure, the con-
tinued course of nature hath such an audible voice, if we
could but listen thereto. (5.) Does not the Lord clearly

witness by such a strange contrariety that is amongst the

elements, and those dijferent qualities, whereof he sei'^ces

himself, in this great frame and composure of the world,
that this promise shall not fail, but it is easy for him to ve-

rify the same, in making all things work together, were
they never so cross and disagreeing among themselves, for

aH accomplishment of his design. C6.) When we see the
rage and violence of the great ocean, bounded by a bank of
sand; for which there could be no true reason given, how
such an impetuous and furious motion could be restrain-
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ed, and tlie sand be a bridle to the sea,'if it were not to

jinake out the faithfulness of God^ who by a perpetual de-

cree hath thus bounded it ; O is tliere not thence a visible

confirmation of his truth ! tliat he can also restrain the rage

of man, and turn it unto his praise, and for attaining this

i:iK], serve himself of most improbable means. It was a

notable saying of a grave minister of Christ, when he ^^ as

upon the sea in a storm, O shall I fear (says he) the face

of a tyrant, that serve him \vho can restrain and tame the

rage of this swelling sea ! (7.) Ifwe consider the earth and
its original, and look aright on that so oft repeated discove-

ry we have of the seed time and har'vest, and of the earth

bringing forth such innumerable kinds of vegetables in the

spring, after a dead winter, as out of their graves, may v;e

not thence have a very clear and confirming seal of that

great truth of the resurrection, and of the raising of the dust

ofmen's bodies, that is buried under the earth ? 1 shall

but say, docs not God thus give a continued wonder, and
bet the same before our eyes in the continued course of na-

ture, to assure us of his truth and promise, that it shall not

fail, though there were no appearance how in an ordinary

\v ay it could be accomplished ?

II. Ground, whence we may be tlius confirmed in our

faith is this ; that not only the most part of tlie scripture i*^

already proved and verified in the event, but also those

truths, ix>h:ck oj the ivkole scripture are most strange and
viar'vellous, yea, wouM have much staggered our faith, if

theyijoere yet still in a promise, are this day certainly ac-

complished. I shall but only instance in the coming ofthe

Mcssias, which the prophets of old foretoki ; that God
should be manifest in thcfiesb, and a 'virgin bring forth a

.'son, whose name should be Emmanuel, that was to die and
Idc cut of out of the land efthe living, not for himself, but

for the transgression ofhis people : is not this now surely

accomplished ? Which, we may say, is the greatest won-
der, the most astonishing thing that ever was or shall be ;

and should /^///^ silence our thoughts about any other scrip-

ture truth, that is yet to be made out. For we know, that

the great business ofredemption is put to a close ; the ran

som and price thereof fully told down; now is the doc-

trine of the gospel sealed and attested by blood, even the

blood of the testator : it is now sure, the promised Messi-

as hath come, and this is he, who in the days oi' Pilate sui-

fered at Jerusalem, in whom all things wliich were written

by the prophets, were truly accomplished. And is not

this a great pledge, to assure us of the real making out of

every other promise ? It is sure, he did ^ie, his blesse<4
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side was pierced with a spear, and upon the cross he cried

with a loud voice, and gave up die gliost. O here heth
the greatest cause of wonder ; not what doth yet remain
of the scripture, but that whicli is already fulfilled ; not

tiiat Christ should ^omc again to judge the world, but that

once he did come to the world, and became man ! For
God to be found in the form of a ser'vant, and die, this is

beyond expression wonderful : for the other must necessa-
rily as a consequent follow, that he who hath redeemed the

church, and did pay her ransom, should see the travail of
his soul, and be satisfied ; that, having made such a pur-

chase, he should also have possession, and finish the build-

ing, the foundation whereof was his own blood. I con-
fess, what we do yet expect according to the promise, are

great and astonishing truths, the full overthrow oi antichrist
and his kingdom, that the dead lx)nes of the fewisb church
should again live, but specially Chrisfs v&lm'nXojudgment

^

who shall be repealed frotn hea^uen imthfiaming fire, the

sound of the trumpet, and twice of the archangel ; j'et, how
great soever they are, and may seem hard for us to believe,

O how small comparatively are they with that which is al-

ready done and accomplished, the Incarnation of the Son
of God, a mystery hid from ages, wherein the angels with
wonder do look ! Which, we may say, is unspeakably
greater than to create this world, and turn it again to noth-

ing. It may be truly strange, whilst we read these proph-
ecies about Christ and his kingdom, in so plain an history,

and profess that we believe he did die and rise again, we
should have such hesitation about the performance of any
other scripture promise. Is it not at this day much more
easy, to believe the scripture and fulfilling thereof, than it

was of old for the Jewish church before Christ's coming ?

And now may we not with as much assurance wait for the

second coming of the Lord, and a full perfecting of his

word, even from that which is already verified thereof, as

we are sure of the return of the sun after it is gone down,
and of the breaking of the day when once the night is past i

III. Ground, whence the godly in these times should be
confirmed about the full performance of that \\ hich is yet
remaining of the scripture, that it is sure, yea, now near at

hand, is this, Tiiat fes?is Christ is come to action against
the enemies of his church and hath taken the fields ; that

surely he is now go?ieforth in the greatness of his strength,

conquering, and to conquer.

This is a grave truth, which might give us very sweet
refreshing thoughts in so shaking a time, that whilst we
have seqn the Lord's appearing by a great and outstretched
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hand for his people, have seen those terrible stirs and cofi-<

cussions of the nations, have seen him strike through kings

in the day of his wraths and //// the places ivith the dead
bodies of his adversaries, we may also on clear scripture

grounds conclnde, that the Lord is fiow a\\:aked as a
v.iightij man^ and upon the fields ; yea, that the war is

surely begun against antichrist^ and all the adversaries of

his church, which shall not cease until the full victory be
obtained. For indeed those providences which in these

last times should be very affrighting and terrible, when
we go into the wore', we shall find they have a comfortable

aspect on the churchy and do presage her greater enlarge-

ment ; as the tender buds and leaves of the fig tree are put

forth to shew the summer's approach. Luke xxi. 28. It

is true, the church is now low, and the work ofGod meets
with very sad interruptions, which are needful, both for tri-

al, and rebuke ; but this also is sure, which none can de-

ny, that the Lord hath eminently appeared, and done great

things for his church ; yea, we must say, he hath by a

confluence of very remarkable providences tlius conde-

scended to strengthen his people's hands, to confirm such

who are ready to stagger, even as it were by crutcheSi,

about the greatness ofthese things which are yet promised.

Now to clear this truth a little, we would consider,

(1.) How it is very consonant to the scripture, and ex-

pressly held forth in the same, that in the last times ^ and
turn of the churches case from antichrist, the Lord ivilt

thus appear, in his great strength, and set up his standard

against his adversaries ; yea, will then in a special way call

forth his people, to glorify him by an active testimony.

(2.) That the Lord hath thus began to appear, according

to his word, is a truth that is also undeniable ; and should

much help to confirm our faith, about the performance of

that which further remains of the scripture.

(l.) That the Lord will thus appear in the last times,

this is manifest from the word. To clear which, observe,

1. Though the church militant must not want an adversa-

ry, and some persecution from the workL even in her best

estate : yet we have a safe warrant to expect that the Lord
will glorify himselfm a peculiar way in his people now in

these latter days, by their doing and acting for the truth,

as in former ages his glory did most appear, during j«//-

f/jmr'^ reign, in his church's suffering ; lor then thefaith

and patience oj his saints was to be witnessed in its season.

Rev. xiii. 10. And thus he woulfl serve liimsvlf of his

people, and bring forth his glory, until that time of retril)u-

\lon,\^ha^ those who had killed with the sivcrd, should be
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Mkd Iff/ tb^ sioord, and those who kd untocdptmty.h^
S(i dealt witfi ; which doth also clearly promise some spe-

cial mttpour'mg of the Spirit, for acting with tHesc gifts of
courage and resolution, suitable to the service of the

church in the Jatter days. And truly I think if is a great

defect, we stud^' not more the accomplishing? of the prom-
ises, and how to improve the same, for gifts, as' well as

grace, in order to the several^ times and iieeessitit^s of thel

church.
2. It is very clear from the scripture, that in xhelast days^

when Christ is to rah? his church from und-r the power
and tyranny o^anticbrist, he shall then appear in a warlike

posture. WiiicH fobn had shewed to him, Re-v. xi^. 13,

14, as o\v± at the h^^ad of his forces, v^hb klsniesture dipped
inhlood, to shew whi-.n once the war is bt-gun against his

adversary, and this Lion of the tribe of jiidah begins to

rouze himself up, Avhat a terrible appearance he v.'il! have
in that undertaking. And it is clear, that the Lorcl hath de-

clared in this his counsel and will, that his Son Christ

should in the latter times take unto himselfhis great poijoery

find reign, CRev. xi. 17.) yea^ cause the world to knoAv:

him to be head of principalines and powers, as well as of
the church. For his glory in this truth as a king, which
former ages seemed in so great a measure to darken, must
then clearly shine forth. I truly think,_ men's^ appearing

with such violence and rage against so interestitjg a truth

now in these days, doth promise some eminent appearance

of the Lord therein, and that he shall yet more solemnly

assert the same before the world. '
-

^

3. Doth not the scripture point at the last times, as

that specialtime oi recompense for the controversy ofSion?
to which the Lord hath reserved a solemn triumph of his

justice, over all his church's enemies/ Avhen he shall rVz-

quirefor the blood of his saints, shed upon- the earth since

the days o^Ahel, <\XBabyldn^s hand, {Rev. xviii. 24.) that

great adversary, v/ho stands in law guilty, and hath served

herself heir to all the violence and cruelty done in former

ages. For in her hand must that cup be found,/////, which
the enemies of the church from the beginning have beea
filling up, and as so many rivers and fountains hath run in-

to this great sea.

4. It is also clear, that in the last times, when the Lord
shall bind up the breach of. his people, and heal the stroke of
their wnind, ^vho for so long a time had been trampled

under by antichrist, he shall by some signal providetices

roll away this irproTch and scandal ol meanness, contempt
j,

and persecution : shall put some glory oil his church, pro-
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portionable to its former abasement ; yea, thus cojufort hcr^

dcCdrdmg to the days ivherein he had afflicted hcr\ arid-

cause his people's uprising, in measure and kind, to an-

swer their low and suffering state Irom antichrist ^ even in

the last time, when the Lord shall make them appear witli

thefdee of a, Lion ^ when the feeble shall be as David, and
as the angel of the Lord, Zech. xii. 8. Which promise
doth clearly point at the church's raising, and delivery

from antichrist ; upon the back whereof we find the

prophet doth foretell the last conversion, and incoming of
Israel.

5. I shall only add what the scripture doth most express-

ly shew, that the Lord shall so gloriously appear in bring-

ing his church out q/ Babylon, and executing hisjudgment
on that adversary, as in the day when he brought his peo-
pleout of £^y/>?, and therefore shall they sm^ the song of
Moses^nd the Lamb^Re'v. xv. 3, his great power and ow/-

stretched hand bt'in^ no less discernible therein, than if

they had been standing u ith Israel at the Red Sea, when
they saw their enemies lying dead upon the shore. Yea,
have w^ not ground to believe, that the Lord shall make
himself very evidently known in raising instruments, and
acting them forth ? Which hath been already seen ; and
J am sure, the world must confess what great things have
been done by those ofwhom little was expected.

(2.) That the Lord hath thus begun to appear, and
make himself known to the world in these /^j/ ^^^5, ac-

cording to his word, is a thing very easy to demonstrate.
For,

1. Is'ii no\ ck:2LV, how mxhtsd last times he hath met his

enemies upon their high pieces, and in their greatest

strength I that by a sirong handhtiXiA luake room for his

truth, when both law and force did withstand the same,
and put the marks of his wrath on such who would oppose
the spreading of his kingdom, so that they have been as

visible, as sometimes their rage and violence against the

church was. Yea, sit ce the Lord begun to lift up a stand-

ard i'or the iruth, and call forth his people to act, hath it

not been seen tl ey have left their ground more by under-

hand treaties, and turning aside to carnal politic shifts, than

by open force and violence ? Which the French nmssacre^

with otJK r sad instances can witness ; for indeed the church

h «h s*'ll lost least by greatest opposition.

2. Have we not seen by w hat dreadful shakings and al-

tii.uioi.s of the earth, this late glorious reformation of the

churchfrom antichristianism hath been usherecl in ? Which
liuVe been more strange, and frequent, than in many uges
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before. Hath not the Lord caused the nations to shake^

and the earth to reel like a drunken man ; to shew men that

though \\^ suffered long in former times of the world's ig-

norance^ he will not so now bear with opposing his truth !

3. Have we not also seen the Lord's raising up menfit.

for action^ m these last times ; men of a great heroic spirit^

with some more than ordinary ele'vation of the same to apt
pear for his interest ? Such, we may say, that many former
ages could not instance ; in which the Lord's helping his

people to do great things, his suiting them with endowts.

ments for tiie service and work ofthe time, hath been most
discernible ! Was not that excellent man the admiral of
France, with many others in tiiat place, eminently raised

up, for the necessity of that time ? And do we not find

those i^n\\ct%oi Orange, IVilliam, and Maurice, 2C[A Mau-
ritius o^ Saxony y whom the Lord raised against C;6ar/^j?

V. and caused him to flee over the Alps ? Yea, what mar^
vellous resolution and courage did attend the actings of the

confederates of the Lows Countries ? And in latter times
do we not find Gustus king of Sweden, Bernard duke of
jVeymar, landgrave of Hesse, with many others, emi-
nently raised to avenge the Lord's quarrel against that

bloody house of Austria ? Have we not also seen very
great instruments raised up in Britain, and Ireland (who
were followed with wonderful success), to act for tlie^ truth

against antichristian prelacy ? And truly we must say, the

withdrawing in such a measure of that spirit of courage
and resolution, which once was so visibly let forth in the

first dawning of the reformatimi, may sadly point at. a great

decay of zeal, self confidence, and unfaithfulness as to the
improving of opportunities. For the /,(?/'fl^ was with his

people whilst they were imth him, and did . singly foUov/

him in his way : but alas, with their departing it may be
said their strength hath departedfrom them. However, the

quarrel is clear for an oppressed people's acting, upon so
just, so necessary an account, as the interest of religion»

against the cruelty and violent encroachments of antichrist,

v/herein, as the Lord hath eminently owned his people, so
(I dare not question) he v.dll yet appear, and silence the
adversaries of this truth, by such an argument, against

which they shall not debate.

4. That universal deluge of hlood, which for the 100
years past hath overflowed much of Furope, can be a wit-

iiess to this, that the Lord hath taken peacefrom men, who
would not embrace the peace of the gospel offered in ttiese

last times, and given his enemies who had shed fhe blood erf'

the saints, blood to drink, in great measure. lam sure.
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poor iGd'/^^z^;?^ can pTOve this, which for tweaty Vears to-

getiier w as a field of gead men ; and France from the days

ofJSenryll. to the establishment oiHenry IV. How lon§

was thfe' l.oi\) Countries nvade a stage of wur,. where many a
crtiel .5p^'7zi<7?T/ did fall lu der tlie sword of an avenging

God ; beside tlie late bloody \vars in Britain, mid Ire-

jand. And what doth this declare, but that Jcgus Christ

hatli talv'en tlie fields, and jt will not be now witli the kings

t)f the earth, to oppress his phurch, and withstand the tj-uth

as ill former times ?

I shall bnt add, how wonderfully hath the Lord appear-

efd in delivering liis church at the greatest extremity, hath

tiirned his enemies' counsels and designs upon themselves,

brought about the great Works of these last times by
means soninexpectcd and improbable, that we may say,

what of his judgment is alread J' executed against antichrist^

hath .been no less marvellous than that Jericho's walls

should fall at the somid of a trumpet of ram horns; or a

cake - of barley bread tumbling into the host of Midian
shonldsmite and overthrow the same! Surely, when xve

coiisider what the Lord hath done, and how exactly that

dotli answer the scripture, v e may have much to confirm

US' about the/j^n'/zifr accomplishment of his word ; and be
assured, that ti.e term of his long suffering towards Baby-
/ow isat an e^nd, war is denounced, and the execution al-

ready begun, which muat not have a close untiljudgment
be accomplished into 'Dietary.

IV . Ground, which may eonnrm the faith of the saints,

afed be as a pledge in their himd of the full ac.com,plishing

of the scripture, yea, that this is near, is this, That the day
is now -iurned, and that p) opkesicd 'ulciory , irhich the church
shculdhaxe or-cer antichrist before the end, is not only begun ^

iiiUin-a-^reat measure aduariced.

"This IS indeed a great confirmation, when we see so

marvellous a crisis in the church's case, her recovery from
so desperate and hopeless a disease already- begun, that it

shall be further perfected. V/e are apt to wonder at th.e

greatness of those things yet promised, but why should we
riOt also w onder at that w hich God hath already done for his

church, in our days ? The scripture doth shew, that anti-

christ's ruin must begin by the word : that this stroke

shall' be gradual ; and however that great work cfGoD
meet with much opposition, yet it shall no more go back
in the whok. And must we not say, in all this tl;e word
is fulfilled ; it hath not hitherto failed the chuich, but ti;e

event in every circumiStance is made to an&v xr to the

same ?
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Now to clear this, we would consider »liese two* fir^t,

that tlie church''!' 'victory over antichrist is this day so far

advanced- 2. How the Lord^s very immediate b(in4 h^ih
been most discernible therein.

The j/f;\?/, I need but name, whilst it is so manifest, ivbat
the Z<?r<f hath ixtroughtfor his church. For we have seen
kingdoms and nations subject themseh^csto the ti-uth : the
kingdom o'i antichrist grow dark, with the breaking out pf
the light, and many of his followers made to gnash their

teeth, being scorched with tlie heat and po\\'er ofthe gospel

;

in how great ja measure is that interest now shaken, if we
consider what the Lord hath ^vrought, what a great refor^'

mation hath been jn Britain and Ireland, through much oF
France^ Germany^ Swedeti^ the Low Countries', Poland',
Demnark^ yea, even in Hungary, and Transylvania

!

Sure this was a great work, which should be marvellous m
our eyes, Iidw that antichristian empire, contrived witb
such v/isdom, underpropped with so great strength, wb,o§Q
commands not long since were received as oracles, wit:h an
Tiwe and respect only due to God, hath in such a measure
begun to fall before the power ofthe word ! O the righteous
judgment of the Lord, which he hath shewed forth upon
that adversary, and should be a pledge to us of the further
manifestation tiiereof ; an adversary, we may say, the;

greatest that ever the church iiad : whose little finger had}
been heavier than the loins of all who \A'ent before, if we
consider his cruelty over men's bodies, tyranny over their

conscience^?, with so long a continuance of that trial! in
respect of wl'^mit may be said, Pharaoh was an easy
taskmaster ; Antiochus and the Roman emperors mild,
wlio for near 12G0 years did carry qn a d^sper^e ^4
bloody war against the church.
The second which I v/ould at some more length prose-

cute, is tliis, izbiy the Lord^s hand a7id something ofcpi e^j
traordinary providence hath been no less discernible in this .

late^ raising of the church, and her begun ^icipry over antir

christ, them in the first planting of Christianity bi/ ilpeapps^ .

ties. TJiis is a truth, which to many may seem strange

:

but when seriously considered, if prejudice do not darken
men'sjudgment, will appear from ^ure and solid grounds.
Now to demonstrate this, I \\ ould here offer some very
con'-jincing ivitnesses, whicli may help to strengthen the

.

faith of the godly, and give atheism some dash. ^

First witness to this truth, is that luonderfid mccejss
ivhich the gospel in these 'last times hath had: whereiu men
must see the great power of Goo, and elEcacy of the Spir,
it, in some measure as manifest, as in the fu:st rise of th,s

christian church, if we consider,
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(It. ^voTcv\v\idX2L small spark, so great afire did breabj
out, which in a short time put Europe in a flame, and made
so great a change ihertin, even Luiher^s appearing against

Xexelius upon the account of his indulgences. O but
God's time of working may be oft contrary to our time>

ofexpecting !

.2. What a sivifi progress did the gospel have ? may we
not say with wonder, Can a nation be born at once ! yet

this we have seen, how many nations and cities in one and
the same age, yea, in less than forty years, were brought
into subjection to the truth ; and those instruments whom
scarce any durst own at first, made to see great princes^

with armies on the fields for the interests of Christ.

. 3. Have we not seen religion propagated by martyrdom y-

nqless than in the primitive times ; and men's essa5's to

ruin the church, iielping it furdier to grow ? O what but
a divine power could thus bring gold out of iron and clay,

bring a flourishing church out of their ashes, and turn her

poison to a preservative ! But alas, it is sad, that whilst men
were burned for the truth and reading the scripture, then
their affection did also burn in reading the same, but «ow
with our liberty there is so great a decay.

"4. Must not the wise -axkX politicians of the world con-

fess, this late incre-ase of the church is a thing abo'oe their-

reach, most cross to all their rules which they cannot see

how in an ordinary way it could be brought about.

5. Were not instruments most unlikely for so great a
work, if we would judge as men ? That such a poor hand-
ful, as Luther, Zuinglius, Mclanchtorz^ Bucer, 8cc. should

go forth to confront that power, which then made the earth

to tremble^ might it not seem as improbable, as the sending

forth ofsome fishermen to subdue the nations !

6. It is known, they were none oi the rabbies o[ the

time, whose repute and fame might have purchased easy

access, to their message : nay, they were loaded with all

the reproach, which their adversaries could devise, with

novelty of doctrine, deceit and falsehood in their dealing,

represented to the world as monsters. Luther was forced

to answer himself a printed relation of his death, how he
was carried away soul and body by the devil.

7. Was not the //z^^^^r/o-^ they carried, most opposite to

men's carnal inclinations, to these principles, they had
sucked in from their infancy, to the religion of their fatiiers ;

yea, in a word, had no outward encouragements ? The
whole world seemed to combine against them ; Luther, at

his first appearance excommunicated by the pope, pre-

scribed by the emperor : and good Melanchton Avas oft
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made to iuint, when he thought on so great a storm of op-

position :- so that without theconvoy of an extraordinary,

powef, nothing could have looked more improbable.

'Second' wkntss, that may let the world see a \yonderful.:

pixM'idence in this late raisinp; of the church, is this, Tbds(r,

sharp assaults ivbicb the church met %mh,from a party ^ ?ii},

/ess cruel and poiverful, than any adiiersary which th^

church had in the primitive times. For I am sure, the worJd

.

must confess, that no ordinary means had wanted for an.

essay, to crush the gospel in its first budding forth ; that
\

both counsel and force, the authority of law, backed with
,

greatest rage and violence in its execution, yea, the power
^the princes of the earth, were put forth to the utmost,.,

to withstand this great work ofGod in these last ages. To'
clear this, I shall only point at some remarkable assaults

which did attend the dawning of the gpspel, that may shew
something above nature going along with it.

,..., "o

1. We find ^Spanish emperor, devoted to the , po^/j^
f:

interest, and more powerful than any who ^vent before,
•

brought in on Germany with the very first breaking out of

the Hght, which might seem a dreadful hindrance X.o the

gospel's spreading.

2. The rise of the Boores, and anabaptist party, \yh03e

being so gross, and destructive to civii order, to the inter-

ests and proprieties of men, did look like a sad inbident,
;

and a probable means to beget much prejudice against tliic

'

truth.

3

.

That sad overthrow of the duke ofSaxony , and land-

grave of Hesse, who were such great patriots.to the church,

did then threaten the very ruin of the protestant interest

;

ill Germany.
. :. ^'^

14. Tl^tcouncil of Trent, where the popzVz party had alf:

their politics on foot in a strong combination, how to ruip -

the church.

5. The interim of Germany, a most subtile coiitrivance;"'

to divide, and thus break the strength of the prote5tants-,*f^

was also a sore assault, a silare to some, and cause of per-

secution to others.
^ !

6. 'Thsit Spanish inquisition, established through Sp^z;?,

Italy, and the Low Countries, a horrid cruel engine which
did reach to prevent tlie smallest glancings^ of the trutli;_

7. The French massacre, where not only the admirals

but most of the considerable protestants wei-e thrbugh all
;

France in a few days cut off. O would not tHis seem ar*^;-

irrecoverable stroke! together \\\\.\\\\\7sX catholic leaguc'-'j"-

which did quickly follow upon "the back ther^of^ a verj.;J"_'

strong and formidable combination torbot'out the :^rqte§ri^;

;

ant interest,
' " '

^
'

" ' *
• -;

•
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8. TItc taking away of Edward Vh of England, drtd

(Establishing of a cruel persecutor, queen Mcry^ didjndeed
look like a stroke that should root out the church in thJlt

|)art, and destroy that fantious plantation of the gospel, in

its tender growth.

9. Imustadd, that which tvas as sore an assault tothi
church as^ any, so grietous a difference which witlvthe

^rst breaking out of the work of retbrmation did begin be-
twixt Luther and Zuinglius, aboiit Christ's presence in

the sacrament ; yeS, come to such an height and with so
great hfeat and animosity was followed, as in appearance
would have wholly frustrated the work tney were about.

jTA/r^ witness to this truth is, That "xonderful patience

and resotuiim of the saints^ yea, with much cheerfulness in

their greatest sufferings, 'l\)hich in these late times did ap-
pedt. Wherein the M-orld must confess, that same imme-
diate support from heaven, yea, the Lord's owning his

people in a very extraordinary way, was no less manifest,

than in those primitive sufferings of the church from hea-
thens. Sure, no past times, even in those bloody days of
Nero, Dotnitian, &c. can shew more horrid, more strangfe

engines of torment and cruelty, than what in these last ages
the church did endure from the popish party : whose sav-

age and barbarous usage ofthe poor flock of Christ, where-
<vef they had access, may witness a cruelty more than hu-
man. And as to the niimbdr, are they not almost without
reckoning, who in France, Germany, Britain, and thfc

Loxv Countries, beside other parts, were slain within this

150 years, for the lijord of God, and the testimony of his
truth ? Now, as this is most manifest, k is also known
what a divine and an invincible spirit, with an astonishing

courage, and resolution, did appear in the carriage of the

people of God, under this sore persecution ; how they
triumphed over their oppressors, and did cheerfully meet
dea:th in its most terrible shape ; a thing which the schools

of Socrates and Plato with all their rules could never re^ch

;

yea, should be reckoned amongst the miracles of these lat-

ter days. About which we would consider these things,

1. Tiiat something mofe than nature, a spirit and reso-

Infion cbolje the Ordinat-y rateof >r;t^/i, yea, something much
ah''je ihsmsehes, their own nStural temper and clisposi-

tion, did in their most extreme sufferings oft appear ; and
this without the least shadQv*' of affectation and deceit. I

am sure, the world ill these, last ages, yea, tlie Consciencd-

of thtir persecutors, and of the greatest atheists, must wit-

ness this^i

2. l*^hat many of the most soft and /<?;2^(fr disposition,

many ^j:omen^ whose complexion would declare more
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weakness than others, yet in this late antichrhuaii pfifse-

cution did endure greatest torments, and by suffering tri-

uniphed over the fury and rage of their adversaiies
;

whereof we have many instances upon record.

3. The world hath been also witness, how serious and
deliberate the saints were in this, that they made suff'er'ing

tlieir choice ; whicli they could easily have shunned, at the

rate of yielding something in the truth : but ere they would
do this, or give the adversary such a bribe, they chose to
embrace death, and go to a stake for Christ, even when they
wanted not most persuading offers to turn thera aside. For
instance, I would here mention that excellent man in queen
Mary's time,^ Julius Palmer^ wiio not only had life, but
preferment offered, if he would recant ; to which his an-

swer was, that he had quitted his Ihing in two places for

Christ, and novy was ready to yield his life also on that ac-

count. LikeVi^isc one JVilliam Hunt-er, whom bishop
Bonner did urge with many offers to recant, told him," it

must be by scripture, and not persuasions of that kind j

for lie reckoned all earthly things but dross and dung in

respect of Christ ; and at the stake, when a pardon by the
sheriff v/as offered upon such an account, did peremptorily
reject the same. Antonius Ricetc, a Venetian, who con--

demned for the truth, had a large offer to liave his patrimo-
ny restored, which was much mortgaged with debt, and
made free, besides his life, if he would but a litde yield,

and likewise had his son weeping on him for that cause,
gave this answer, he was resolved to lose botli children
and estate for Christ. I shall add what we have related of
one Henvin, who suffered in the Low Countries, to whom
tile magistrates made great entreaties w ith large promises
to recant, which he wholly slighted. Many more instances
of this kind here might be set down.

4. It is known, that such who were of greiit repute in

the world, and Jiad a large share of outward things to
tempt them, did in these last times most cheerfully /j^rr

with the same, and chose rather su^ering for the truth.

We may instance those two great witnesses, yo/in Freder-
ick of Saxony and the landgrave of Hesse, who under
that long imprisonment by Charles V. bare out many
sharp assaults, both by threatenings and offers, without
jdelding in the least to the prejudice of the truth ; yea, on
this account did the duke ofSaxony forego his estate and
dignity. Annas du Burg, counsellor of the parliament at

Paris, of great parts and repute, who before Henry II.

had an excellent speech in parliament, for the protcstant

party, for which by him being imprisoutd, did forego aJl

N N



290 The Fulfilling of the Scripture.

his, hoiK)urs and interests in the world, (which otherwise

he might have kept) and embraced death for Christ. The
prince of Conde at the masssacre of Paris^ when the king

expressly shewed him he should within three days die, if

he did not renounce his religion, told him, his estate and
life were in bis hand, but ere he renounced the truth, he

would quit both. Charles de Zeroton, a Moravian baron,

of great interest and authority in that country, in the late

Bohemian persecution did quit all his estate and possession

for the gospel, notwithstanding of many large offers and
persuasions. We find also in England the dutchess of

Suffolk^ a lady who lived in the fulness of the world and
pleasures thereof, yet in queen Mary''s time, did quit both

estate and' country for the truth, and on that account did

choose a very hard lot in other parts.

5. Is it not also known, how those who had 'been ready

tofaini, Siudto he overcharged with discouragement, yet

at death, in the extremity of their suffering, did shew a
marvellous resolution and cheerfulness ? A thing which no
atheist can {X)ssibly answer, and sheweth God's very im-

mediate support. Mr. Glover, how sore was he cast do\A'n,

and could feel no joy or comfort after much wrestling ,

but no sooner did come in siglit of the stake, but his soul

was filled with the joy of the Lord, and with his strength,

which forced him to clap his hands, and^ cry forth to a

friend who knew his former damp, and discouragement,

Oh Austin] he is come, he is come ! and thus cheerfully

went to deatl) ! Thomas Hudson, a choice christian' who
suli': recLin queen Mary''s tirne, when at the stake, did slip

suddenly from under the chain, to the astonishment of the

people ;* yet not iVom fear of death, but li'om the want of

feeling of Christ, which made him full of heaviness : but
after his turning aside, that he had got his soul poured out

to GpD, he returned as one raised from death to life, crying

owt, NoV'j Iam strong, and do not careyohat man can do!
and thus with much joy did yield up his spirit. Likewise

Annas du Burg, whom we before mentioned, being

through fear and discouragement drawn to recant, had no
rest in his spirit until he retracted the same, and after did

cliceriiiUy undergo death. With what marvellous resolu-

tion did that excellent man. Doctor Cranmer put his right

hand to the fire wl^en lie ca r:e to the stake, and suffered it

to hum without shrir.king, which (as he^ said) he would
puni.-,h for siibscribing a recantation, which was so much
rh'-reaftcr his grief I

Last \ hurst add, that marvellous joi^ and resolution,

wlr.ch the haiuls in thc-se late times did in their greatest
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sufferings shew, is very evident, and known to the world;;

for their suffering was not in a corner^ and we may say,

bath not come short of the prirnki'ue martyrs^ but did \vit-

ness the same spirit and power accompanying them. 1

cannot pass this in a general, without giving some touch,

amidst such a multitude of convincing instances. Let
us hear blessed Bradford 2it the stake thus speak to his fel-

low sufferer. Be of good comfort^ for %ve shall haie this

night a merry supper with the Lord. Latimer to Ridley,

TVe shall this day light such a candle in England, as I trust

shall neiner be put out. Mr. Sanders, 1 was in prison until

Igot into prison ; and at the stake embracing, cries. Wel-
come the cross of Christy welcome everlasting -life. Dr.
Farrer, to a gentleman who bemoaned his death, and the

painfulncss of it, If you see me once stir in the fire, helie'ue

?iot my doctrine : as did after appear, for he stood widiout
moving in the midst of the flame. John Ardley, Ifevery
hair ofmy head were a man, it should suff'er death, in the

faith I now stand in. Elizabeth Folks, embracing the

stake, cried, Farewel ivorld, fare%vel futh and hope, and
welcome loiie. Robert Agurie^s son, when at Lisle, in the

Low Countries he suffered with his father for the truth, in

the year 1556, did cry forth at the stake, Behold millions of
angels about us, and the heai)enope-ned to receive us ! iifttr

he had sometime fixed his eyes on heaven : and when tiie

fire was kindled, says to his father, T'et a very little, and
ive shall enter into the heavenly mansion. 31r. Tims, an
English minister in queen Mary^s days, thus writes to his

friends, '" lam going to the bishop's coal house, but shall

not be long there before I be carried up to my brethren.^

who are gone to heaven before me in a fiery chariot ; foU'

low you after me, where you shall find me singing merrily

at my journey's end, //(?/?/, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sa-
baoth. Algerius, an Itiilian martvr, thus writes from his

prison a little before his death, JVho would believe that in

this dungeon I should find a paradise so pleasant ! in a
place of sorrow and death, tranquillity, and hope of life .^

where others weep, I rejoice. how easy and sweet is his

yoke ! And this he subscribes from that deloctable orchard
nixhc Leoline pnson. Ouy dc Bres, The ringing of my
chain hath been sweet music in my ears j all my former
discourses were but as a blind m.an'^s of colours, in respect of
my present feeling. what a precious comforter is a good
conscience ! Tiie lord Henry Otto, a Bohemian, who suf-

fered in the late persecution, said to the minister, I was
troubled, but now Ifeel a wonderful refreshment. now I
fear death Tio longer, I will die with joy ; and on the .scaf
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folderltd out, heboid, I see the hemens opened: pointing
"with his hands at tlie place where others observed a certain
brightness that did dazzle their eyes : and thus died with
great cheerfulness. I shall but add the last words of that
holy and great Mr. Wasbart, who thus spake amidst the
fire, Thisfiame doth torment my body, but no ''nhit abate
viy spirits.

Fourth witness is, ^Those great and remarkable judg-
ments of God, which in these last times han^e befallen the ad-
•versaries andpersecutors of the church, who haiie been most,

tiotorious for their opposition to the truth :, therein we must
say, a divine hand hath been so discernible, that ordinary
observers could not pass the same without a remark, but
must acknowledge the righteous judgment of God, that it

Cometh not by guess and at an adventure, but doth con-
vincingly seal the word.
This is indeed a grave subject, wherein we should be

very serious and sober ; for the judgments of God are a
great depth, nor can we determine from events but in so
far as they answer to the word. It may sometime happen
to wickedmen according to the work of the righteous ;. but
on the other hand it is a sure trutli, that God is known by the

judgment he executes, and in every age doth point out sin to

the world by remarkable strokes, some great examples of
judgment, v.^hich as a beacon are set forth for men to ob-
serve. And truly we may say, those remarkable instances

ofthejudgmentofGod, since he began to sound a retreat

to his church from Babylon, are far beyond other preceding-

ages. I would be sparing to repeat what of this kind is

published by others, but that in speaking to this truth, I

cannot pass it in a general, whilst there are so many in-

stances wherein the Lord hath made himself known, and
these such a convincing seal anrj confirmation of the truth.

And in the following relations, I dare with confidence say,

there is not any passage or matter of fact, here set down
without some clear and satisfying grounds ^sto the certain-

ty thereof
I shall first instance Charles V. whose undertakings

for many \'ears were followed with success, until once he
set himself to persecute and oppress the church, and bath-

ed his sword in the blood of the protestants, with his cruel

and unjust usacre of the duke of Saxony ; from
which time his affairs began visibly to decline, he is forced

to flv before Mauritius, and seek a retreat in the furthest

confines ofthe empire, and after broken with melancholy
and discontent, like another Dioclesian^ doth resign his

empire, and turn to a private life.
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Philip II. of Spain, one of the greatest persecutors of
ihe church in these last ages, whose work was toroot out the
Protestant reUgion in his dominions, and therefore set on
foot that horrid engine of the inquisition, yet at last

finds all his essays frustrated, and after the loss of many
millions of treasures, and of some 10,000 lives .by war,
yea, of a considerable part of the Netherlands, and after

the breaking his great armada at sea against the Engiish^
by a very remarkable stroke from heaven, is at last smit-
ten of the Lord in his body by a strange disease, or rather
a conftuence of diseases, which his physicians could neither
understand, nor cure ; his body falling out in grievous
boils, whence (besides putrid matter) there did issue such
abundance ofvermin, that standers by could hardly cleanse,
or endure the horrid smell thereof. And he who had put
so many of the saints to cruel torments by the inquisition,

was himself tormented, for two years together, with inex-
pressible pain and anguish, -,.,.,

Henry II. of France, a most violent enemy to the
church, whilst he had caused sentence oi Annas duBurg
to death, having solemnly protested in such words, Tbcss
eyes of mine shall see thee burnt ; a little before the appoint-
ed time of his execution, running in the li^ts with a spear
against count Montgomery, it pierced through the eye,
'.vith such a wound, that in a short time sent bim to his
grave, and frustrated iiis expectation of seeing the death of
that excellent man. His son Charles IX. that bloody per-
secutor, I shall mention elsewhere how remarkably the
jnde:ment ofGod did pursue him.

Henry III. v»'ho (while he was duke o{ AnjouJ did as-
sist at that horrid council kept at St. Cloud, near Paris^
where the massacre \va9 concluded, is some years_ aftei",

stabbed to death by a Jacobin friar in that very chamber.;
a thing which Z)// ^trr^^ doth twice mention with a re-

mark, as a marvellous instance of thejudgment of God.
The duke oS. Guise, the great executioner of that masssa-

ere, and his brother the cardinal, a special contriver of the
same, are not long after killed by Henry III. at Blois, with
whom they had oft joined in counsel, to root out the prot-

estants ; and which is very observable, by a specious show
of friendship were circumvented, and with solemn oaths
and promises as treacherously reached, as the admiral and
protestants by Charles IX. were at Paris : and these two>
who were his great counsellors, thus are dealt with, having
blood measured out to them for blood and treachery, as
they had dealt treacherously with the saints.
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We find also the duke of Aumale, who was a joint actor

with the duke of Guise in that massacre, doth a httle after

fall by a shot off the walls at the siege oiRochel ; whicli not

only Du Serves but also Dawlla, who was very popish,

doth particularly relate ; where we may see, what a bloody
i«^nd the great contrivers and actors of that horrid massacre

had.

Henry IV. a prince of excellent parts and great natural

accomplishments, was followed with marvellous success,

whilst he owned the truth
_;

yet, after many victories, and
the breaking of the cathohc league, turns_ popish, and ab-

jures the protestant religion ; butlo, widiin a little he is

stabbed in the mouth by a Jesuit. On which, a protestant

gentleman used this freedom with him, Sir^ you ha^e deni-

ed God and his truth with your 77Jouth, and he hath gi'ven

you there a stroke ; take heed yeu deny him not also ivith

your heart, lest the next stroke be there ! Which as the

French history sheweth, did accordingly fall out, when ke

was stabbed by Rauilack ; Du Serres his own historio-

grapher doth shew it was through the very heart ; and it

was too evident, that sometime before his death, he had
turned cordial and zealous for the popisii interest.

Ferdinand II. a great persecutor of the ciuirch in Germa^
ny, who after his victory over Frederick and the Bohemian
states, made it his work to root out the church and protest-

ant religion there, and turned that country unto a bloody

shambles ; not sparing any rank, who would not abjure

the truth : bat a short time after, we find the avenger of

blood (in whose sight that of his saints is precious) pursu-

tih him, raiseth up the Swedes for an adversary, under

whose sword most of those cruel wretches, that were the

Bohemian scourge, do fall, turneth Gcrmajiy and the em-
peror's countries into a field of blood ; breaketh that great

army, which for many years had given law to Germany^
so that Cas some historians mention) an army of 24,000

captains, because all old expert soldiers, was broken in the

plain fields with a huge slaughter : yea, the violence and
cruelty ofthe popish party was thus measured out to them,

as they had measured to die poor church of Bohemia, and

the Palatinate ; and Ferdinand the emperor broken with

breach upon breach, that men may see the judgment of

God pursuing a bloody persecutor.

Those barbarous cruel Irish, who of late carried on that

horrid massacre there, sparing no protestants, wnatever

was their age or rank, without compassion to women or

children, O how visibly did the judgment of the Lord

reach them, and for that savage blood shed gi'de them blood
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t& dr'mk m great measure ! their chief leader Macguier^
Machiine^ and after Pb'domy Oncale taken, pubhckly exe-

cuted, most of them consumed by the sword, their spirits-

so debased, that u iew Ejiglhh or Scots soldiers vvoul.d=

have chased multitudes of them ; so that the world mijiht

see divine vengeance eminently pursuing them, which in a-

few years did root out most of that cruel generation.

We have an observable instance also recorded of Sir-.

James Hamilton^ natural brother to the earl of Arran^
who in the time of king James V. was by the popish cler-

gy promoted against such as were tlien suspec*.ed of favour-

ing the protestant religion, in which place he was most ter-

rible and cruel against all he could reach, yea, so violent

that some of his near kinsmen were by him brought undei
tlie lash of his power : but lo, when at his greatest height,

whilst he is making it his work to crush the gospel in its

budding forth, this is made the means of his ruin, and by
one of his friends, whom lit- pursued on the account of re-

ligion, he is accused of treason, and notwithstanding of the

solicitation of the popish clergy for him as their great patri-

ot, he is presently arraigned, beheaded and quartered in

the public street of Edinburgh.
It is also known, wiiat violent persecutors cardinal Bea-

ton and his successor bishop iTamdton were^who were no
less conspicuous instances of the judgments of the Lord in

that time : also what befel one friar Cambel, who did bit-

terly rail on that excellent man Mr. Patrick Hamilton^
when he was burnt at St. Andrews, to whom Mr. Hamil-
ton at the stake in great vehemency saidj " Wicked man,
thou knowest the contrary, and hast sometime professed

the same, I appeal thee to answer before the judgment scat

of Christ." And within a few days after (which in that

time was well known) this friar fell sick^ and in great hor-

ror of conscience, as one mad, died.

Tliere are indeed many such remarkable instances. It

is known, how the judgment of God did pursue those

three great apostates from the truth, (9/i'yflr^5, chancellor

of France, Latomus^ and Francis Spira, who after they

had quitted their profession, and against their light denied
the truth, died with great horror of conscience, crying out
to standers by, what a hell they found" within them ! Du
Sevres doth shew, how that chancellor oiFrance, througli

the torment and anguish of his mind, caused the very bed
to shake under him. But since there are many examples
of this kind aheady upon record, I do tlie more briefly

touch it ; and shall Q\\\y add son\e lew vvhich are

•ortby of a remark in our own land fS^cdandJ ho\v visi-
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bly the Lord did pursue by his judgment some who iiad

deserted the truth, and turned opposers and persecutors
thereof in their promoting ^^nV/^/w/zVz?; prelacy^ contrary
'to their former profession and engagements.
- • 1. I shall instance^ Mr. Patrick Adamson, a preacher
Once of great repute in this land, but one whom ambition
and private interest swayed more than the irrterest of
Christ, who insinuating himstlf in the king's favour, made
it his work to overturn the established government and
discipline of the church, until he got himself settled arch-
bishop of St, Andrews, and prelacy by his means advanc-
ed, which the church from her first reformation from pope-
ry had disclaimed ; yea, in this height of his power and
grandeur, turned an avowed persecutor of his brethren :

at which time he used to boast of three things, which he
said could not foil him, his riches, learning, and the king^s

favour. But a little after, as was then most known, he
was by the righteousjudgment of God , brought to this pas5
that his parts dk] so far wither and dry up, that in seeking
a blessing'on his meat, he could scarce speak a few words
of sense, though once admired for his eloquence: as for

hid riches, he was forced to get charity from those ministers

whom he before persecuted : and for the king''s favour, he
was so abhorred by him^ that as he himself professed when^
the stroke ofGod brought him to some sense of his condi-'

tion, he was sure the king did care morefor the worst ofhiii

dogs thanfor him. And thus in great misery he died, cast

off by the world whose favour he had only sought. His
public acknowledgment of his guilt and apostacy, and of
the Lord's hand pursuing the same, was by himself sub-
scribed, before divers eminent and worthy ministers of the

church, who did also by their subscription attest the same,
and was afterwards printed.

It is also manifest, how the Lord in his judgment did

pursue that wretched man, his successor, bishop Spots-

wood, who in a more subtile way did endeavour the over-

turning the discipline and liberties of the church, for set-

ting up of prelacy, and by underhand dealing, got himself

first thrust into Glasgow, and after to be archbishop of

St. Andrews, yea, at last was chancellor of Scotland, his

eldest son a baron in Fife, and his secondson president of
the session, his daugliter also married to Rosline, then a
considerable baron. But let us see where this ends, w^hat

an eminent example in ail these respects of the judgment of

God, he was, and therein the prophecy of that great man,
Mr. IVehh, accomplished, who did foretell in a letter,

whilst, lie \vas prisoner at Blackness^^ksdX he shculd be cs
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a stone cast out of a sling by the hand of God^ his name
should rot, and a malediction on his posterity. And truly

this is known what become ofhim inthej^ear 1638. How
he was excommunicated iby the church ; did flee into Eng--
iaiidy where in great misery he died ; his eldest son, Sir

John Spotsiiwod, was sometime brought to beg his bread,
which is known to many yet alive ; his second son, who
vva3 president of the session, being taken at the battle of
Philiphauch, was beheaded at St. Andrews, and his Oy^
young Diirzie, beheaded at Edinburgh ; and for his
daughter who was married to RosUne, it is known, how
quickly after, that estate was rooted out, and turned from
that race.

Mr. James NicohonnCy one very eminent in his time
for parts, and judgment in the affairsof the church, yea,
once very zealous for the truth, and a great opposer of pre-

lacy, when it first began to assault the church, but at last

was turned aside, by court insinuations gets the bishoprick

of Duukel ; yea, turns most forward to promote that inter-

est. But lo ! in a short time he is stricken by the Lord
with sickness, and great horror of conscience within, can
get no rest, his friends in vain endeavouring to comfort
him ; and when they would have brought physicians, he
told them, his disease was of another kind, for which they
could give no physic, which pressed him more than his

sickness, that against so much light and against his con-
science he had opposed the truth, and yielded up the^ lib-

erties of the kingdom of Christ to please an earthly king :

and he charged his children, that nothing which he had ac-

quired since he was prelate, should go amongst the rest of
his estate. And thus in great bitterness and grief he died,

whereupon his brother in law Mr. Dauid Lindsey, then a
witness, made some verses in Latin.

Solatur frustra, conjunx, solantur amici,

Et medicum accersi, sedulo quisque jubet.

Sed dare solomen nemo, dare nemo salutem,

TeprEter poterit. Rex Jacobe, mihi,

Quae corpus gravat, atque animam, tantum exime tniXrs,

Huic caput, hujusonusrae premit, etperimit.

Mr. William Coiiper, sometime minister o{Perth, one
who witnessed much zeal against prelacy, both by preach-

ing and writing ; in a letter to Mr. George Graham, who
had written to him entreating his charity towards his own
conforming, he hath these words, Sir, for yourself I ne'uer

hated ym, but the course tjou are m I never lo'ned : how
Q Q
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dangerous is their estate^ vjho cannot risey but with thefait
ofmany who in Christ haz^e entered the right "way to the

ministry : closing these fountainSy which God hath opened?
Doing in a matter of conscience with doubting ^ turns menus'

light to darkness ; whence folluvjs induration : therefore I
cannot sta?id with you, except to witness to God in my heart
agninst you. And thus shuts up his letter, Consider your-
self^ where you was^ and where you now are^ et quantuhim
sit illud propter quod nas reliquisti. This I stl down to
shew what soinetinnes lie was : yet shortly after, ^his man
turns to a bishoprick^ \va3 loathed by the godly in that time,
some of his old friends brought his own sermons to him,
and desired him to reconcile them \vith his after actings,

which did visibly affright and disquiet him ; and one day
being at pastime near to Lcith, he was suddenly terrified^

with apprehension that ke saw armed men coming upon
him: those who were with him, told him, there was no
such thing, it was only a dream ; whereupon he became
silent, and fell a trembling ; but after he went home, took
bed and died in much anguish and trouble of spirit, being
observed to point oft \vith his finger to the earth, crying out
these words, A fallen star /' a fallen star ! It was also

known, how for divers years he had been seized upon
with an hypochondriac distemper, apprehending he was all

glass ; wh.ereupon worthy Mr. Simson of Sterling, who
had sometimes been his familiar, hearing of his court ad-
vancement, had this line :

Aureus, heu I fragileni confFcgit malleus urnam.

A very convincing instance of the judgment of God in

that time, was one Mr. Andrew Foster, minister at Dum-
fermling, who being sent commissioner to the assembly at

Glasgow, 1610, and solemnly adjured, as he should an-
swer to Jesus Christ, by his brethren, not to consent to

any alteration of the government of the church, yet not-

withstanding voted for prelacy, ha-.ing got 50 marks from
the earl of Dumbar, (wlio made use of that argument to

break some of thtse wretches) a small sum indeed to sell

the cause of Christ, and by liim very dear bought. For al-

ter his return, lie falleth into sickness, and upon his recov-
itvy from that was seized x^ ilh horror of conscience, so
that he run out of the pulpit whilst h.e was going to preach,

fonfrssing lie iiad sold Christ at that assemljly for money ;

that Lx ing poor and having a numerous family, he had
chosen rather to /7/t;A'6' ^z.^/i", than believe; and thus laid

aside his ministry, ri questing Mr. John Murrey, who
then u as silenced by the bishop, thiit .for Christ's sake he
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would take the charge of that place. After which he fell

into a great distraction, and became in some measure
mad : and though lie did something recover, yet died in

great infamy, poor, and drowned in debt, a very convinc-

ing example of the judgment of God.
^

This, old Mr.
Row, of Carnock, being then a minister in the same pres-

bytery, sets down under his hand, which he most certain-

ly knew.
I shall GHily add two remarkable instances of the Lord's

judgment within these few years, that should not be pass-

ed without a i-emark.

Thejirs! relates to a considerable family in this coun-
try, who made it tlieir work to trouble and persecute the

minister of that parish, an eminently holy and faithful man

;

yea, upon the account of his faithfulness the old laird of
that house out ofmahce doth pursue him with a false libel

before the synod, using all means he could to reproach liis

name, having it as his design, either to get him broken and
put out of the parish, or at least to crush his spirit, and
weaken him in the exercise ofthe ministry ; but doth there

meet with a disappointment, the Lord clearing the inno-

cence of his servant, and the malice of the other, so that

even such who otherwise wanted not a prejudice at him,
^vere forced to acknowledge this ; at which time that gen-

tleman, whilst he went to the stable v\^here his horses were,

being then at the synod upon that account, is in the place

stricken with sickness, forced to haste home and take bed,

and there seized with horror of conscience, whicli made
him oft cry, entreating most earnestly for his minister

whom he had thus persecuted, and oft had thesewords,
to see his face, yea, told his friends that if he would not

come to him, they should carry him to his house ; but his

lady out of malice did in a most rude and violent way
hinder the minister's access to him, and tiius that poor
gentleman in great horror and anguish dieth.

_
After his

death, his lady doth still pursue the quarrel, with no Itss

malice, until she also falleth sick, and tiierewlth had much
terror upon her conscience ; yea, tli(| no less cry out for the

minister, who then was providentially absent, so that slie

Vv'as put to cry, and in that denied, which she did hindtr to

her poor husband ; though at last, lie came to licr befort

iscr death, to whom she witii much bitterness confessed

iiO# wrong. After this a young man, their chaplain, whp
had been engaged by them to appear as a ivitness against

that godly man, was so terrified in his conscience, that he
could get no rest, until he went to the next synod, to ac-

knowledge that horrid sin, in htiw'mz false uiitness against
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his minister ; but being there kept by some from a pufelio

appearance, he went to another part of the country, where*;

it is certainly reported, he died distracted. Now last of all'

the young laird, who did succeed in that estate, would
needs pursue the quarrel, and finding more access through
thechangeof the time, did so endeavour with some who
were in power, that an order was passed for banishing him
out of that parish : and though he was then otherwise
staged, upon the account of the public cause, yet, it was
known, the violent pursuit of that gentleman was the main
cause of this sentence, which those who had hand in passr

ing it, did themselves confess. For he had solemnly
sworn, that if he lived in that place, that man should not be
ininister there : but lo ! a few days after, having returned

to his house, and boasting, how he had kept his word, and
tiow got his minister cast out of the parish, he was sudden-
ly struck by the Lord with an high fever, which plucked
him av/ay in the very strength of his years. This I had re-

lated, as it is here set down, from a grave christian, the par-

ty himself being present, which he did humbly decline to

relate, though he coi;ld not but assent thereto.

The second is one David Machryar^ who was a mem-
ber of the late parliament, being one of the commissioners
of the boroughs, a man most notorious in the country
where he lived for a lewd and gross practice, but most re-

markable and known beyond others for his violence and
rage against the godly, as he shewed by his carriage, both
in the parliament, and afterwards where he could have 'jc-

cess, did set himself to trouble and persecute such under
that reproachful name o^fanatifks ; but within some time
thereafter, whilst he was forced to retire by reason of debt,

for fear of caption, he was found one day walking alone, by
one who was then come out of the nordi to that country,

and ha^i ridden forth, to see if he could catch any of that

party \vhom he judged was then lurking, and supposing

upon his reencounter, that he v^as surely one of these,

would needs apprehend him, but he upon his resistance

and strugghng against him, was by him run tlirough with a

sword, and immediately killed on the places upon that very

account and persuasion, that he \v?i5:)fanatick, and rrdf/,

as he then termed him. Thus he who had declared him-
self an enemy to the people ofGod, whom he was wont in

r<'proach to c-dWfanatich, was himself under that very no-

tion and upon flint ground, cut clown by one of his own
stamp and principles. O >vas not this the finger of God^

and a convincing proof oi his righteous judgment

!
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Fifth witness, which holds forth the Lord's eminent ap-

pearing, and something of an extraordinary power, in the

late raising and reformation of the church from antichrist-

ianism, is this, that large measure of the Spirit, and out-

pouring thereof which did convincingly follow the gospel
and ministry ofthe word in these last times ; a truth which,
we must say, hath been manifest, and by many solemn
proofs thereof demonstrated, no less than in the first plant-

ing ofthe christian church.
It is undeniable, how great a witness to the truth, the

Spirit and downpouring thereof is. For this is God*5
own seal, which is not put to a lie, or falsehood. Thus he
bears witness to his work in the hearts of his people, and
by this also the Lord doth seal and attest tlie doctrine of
the church, and the commission of his servants who pub-
lish the same ; yea, at some special seasoiis, as when the
truth hath least countenance or encouragement from with*
out, times of contradiction when men will not receive its

testimony, and a strong current of opposition is to the gos-

pel, then hath this in a more full and large measure been disr

•cerni!:)le. Thus did the Lord eminently own and confirm
the christian religion in the days of the apostles, and for

some following ages, by s© great a downpouring of the

Spirit, such visible and extraordinary effects thereofas did
then astonish the world, and force men to confess some-
thing abo've nature, that this was surely the great work and
power of God: and have we not also cause to say, that

thus the Lord hath borne a very solemn testimony to his

truth, the work of reformation, and doctrine of the reform-
ed churches, in these late times? about which I dare ap-

peal to ol)servers, yea, the adversaries, to their own con-
science, ifwithout shutting their ej'es they could shift the
conviction of a convincing appearance of God, in the pow-
er and efiicacy of the Spirit, even in a more than ordinary
way accompanying the word^n<\ ordinances ; power, which
carried kingdoms and cities before it, yea, in a very short
time against the greatest violence and opposition. To
clear this a little, I shall point at some few remarkable evi-

derices, which might stare the grossest of men in the face,

and in some measure convitice them of this truth.

1. It is evident, that marvellous conquest which the gos-
pel had in Germany, by the ministry of Luther, Melanch-
ton, Bucer, Martyr, Musculus, and a few others of those
excellent instruments, whom the Lord then sent forth,

, O was not this a day of the Spirit, and the pouring forth

thereof in a large measure, a day of the gospel's triumph,
not by might, or by power ; yet such as before it the world
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Goukl not stand! cities and countries might then be said

to be horn at once ; the arm of the Lord reiiealed \\i\h the

same, that men \vere either scnrchcd^ or truly ^warmed and
gained thereby. Did not that marvellous power and effi-

cacy of the Spirit also attend the ministry oi Zuinglius and
Oec'ohimpadms, in Zurich, and BamU when so thorough a
reformation followed, to the throwing down of images,
abolishing of tb.e mass by public authority, notwithstand-
ing its long continriancc ; and all this in a short time ! The
Spirit, and power ofGod did very eminently appear also,

in those famous plantations of the gospel by the ministry
cii Cahin, Farel^ and Firet in Geneva, Laiisannn, and oth-

er adjacent pro\inces. It is written in the life of Firet^

tliatat Lyons, which was a great populous city, he preach-
ed in an open place, where divers thousands were convert-

ed to the truth ; yea, some who came by with no purpose
to hear, only out of curiosity stepped in, were so wrought
and overcome with the pow-er of the word, as for that time
-made them even neglect their other business.

2. That great success, whicli did attend the ministry of
Mr. Wishart in Scotland, can also witness this truth :

whence so m.arvellousa change did quickly foliov/, in those

places where he preached, through Angus, Lothian, and'

the western part?
; yea, iiow much the spirits of the peo-

ple were then raised and affected with the word. But this,

being a thing so known from the histories of that time, i

only name,
3. Besides those which are more known, and upon

public record, I must here instance a very solemn and ^.'la-

traordinmy outpouring of the Spirit, which about the year

1625, and thereafter, was in the west oi^ Scotland : whilst

the persecution ofthe church there was hot from the pre-

laticpiirty. This, by the profane rahbie of that time, \\as

called the Sfewartou sickness : for in that parish first, !)ut

after through much of that countrj% particularly at Irnviney

under the ministry of famous Mr. Dickson it was most re-

markable. Whereitcan be said Cwhich divers ministers

and christians yet alive can witness) that for a considerable

ixmt,feiv sabbaths did pass without some evidently con-

ijerted, and some convincing proofs of the power of God ^c-

companying his word : y( a, that many were so choakedand
taken by the heart, that through terror (the Spirit in suc)i

a measure convincing them of .vi/z in bearing of the word)
they have been made \ofall ever anr! thus carried out of
the church, who after proved most solid ?in6 lively christ-

ians : and, as it was known, some of the most gross, who
used to mock at religion, being engaged, upon ihefame that
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Vv'ent abroad of such things, to goto some of those parts

where tlie gospel was then most lively, have been eff^ectual-

ly reached beibre their return, with a visible change fol-

iowing the same. And truly, this great spring tide (which
I may so call) ofthe gospel^ was not of a 5/6£?rr time, but
for some years' continuance ; yea thus, like a spreading
moor burn, the power ofgodliness did advance from one
place to another, which put a marvellous lustre en these

parts of the country, the savour whereof brought many
from other parts of the Lmd to see the truth of tde same.

4. I must also mention that solemn communion at the
Kirk of the Shots, June 20, 1630 ; at which time tiierc

was so convincing an appearance of God, and downpour-
ing of the Spirit, even in an extraordinary way , that did
follow the ordinances, especially that sermon on the Mon-
day, June 21, with a strange unusual motion on the hear-
ers, who in a great multitude were there convened ofdivers
ranks ; tiiat it was known (which I can speak on sure
ground) near 500 had at that time a discernible ahangc
wrought on them, of whom most proved lively christian^;

afterward : it was the sowir.gof aseed through Clidesdealy

so as many of most eminent christians in that country,
could date either their conversion, or some remarkable ccn.

firmation in their case, from tliat day. And truly this

was the more remarkable, that one after much reluctance,

by a special and unexpected providence, wu-. called to

preach that sermon on the Monday, which then was no;:

usually practised : and that /.'/^^ -6/ before, by most of the
christians there, was spent in prayer ; so that the Mon-
day''s %\jork, as a convincing return ofprayer^ might be
discerned.

5. I shall here also instance that solemn and great work
ofGod, which was in the church of Ireland some years
before the fall of prelacy, about the year 1628, and some
years thereafter. Which, as many grave and solid christ-

ians yet alive can witness, who were there present, was a

bright and hot sunshine ofthe gospel ; yea, may with sobri-

ety be said, to have been one of die largest manifestation:^

of the S/jirit, and of the mosr solemn times of the down
pouring thereof, that almost since the ihy^ of the apostles
hath been seen : where the power of God did sensibly ac-

company the word vjith an unusual motion upon the hear-
ers, and a very great tack as to the con\'ersion of souls Xo
Christ; the goings of the Lord ihm {all oi ?najesty, and
the shout ofa king was heard in these solemn meetings of
his people ; tliat as a judicious old christian who was there

present, did express it, he though-t it was like a dazzling-
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beam and ray ofGod^ with such an unusual brightness, as

even forced bystanders to an astonishment ; a very cff'ttti^

ual door opened, with more than ordinary en]argeme.nt;^,

which the ministers of Christ there did find in pi eaching

the word, whilst the people might be seen hearing the sam«;

in a melting frame, with much tenderness of spirit. Surei)

ly this was the very power of God\, a convincing sealio the"

truth, and ministry of his servants, vvho were then perse-,

cuted by the prelates
j
yea, a thing which (as it was known)'

bad an awful impression, and was a terror to their adve.f

-

saries. I remember amongst other passages, what a wor-
thy christian told me, how sometimes in bearing tht word,
such u. power 2ind e'videncc of the Lord'^s presence was with
it, that he hath been forced to rise, and look through the,

church, and see what the people vvere doing; thinking*.'

from what he felt on his own spirit, it was a wonder ho\v

any could go away without some change upon Ihem. And
then it was sweet and easy for cliristians to come thirty,

forty miles to these solemn communions, which they had ;
•

and there continue, from the time they came, until they

returned, without w*?^ryw^, or making usq of sleep, yea«,

but little either meat or drink, and as some of them pro^,.

feSsed, did not feel the need thereof ; but went away most
fresh and vigorous, their souls 50 filled with sense of
God. / . . ;'i

6. That was also a remarkable time, wherein the Lord ^^

did pour forth much of the Spirit on his people in the yeaii'.

1658, when this nation did solemnly enter in covenant
which many yet alive at this day do know, how the spirits

of;rnen were raised, and wrought on by the word, the or-.,

dinances lively, and longed after : for then did the nation^

civn the Lord, and was visibly owned by him ; much zeal
arrd an enlarged heart ditl appear for the public cause ; per-

.

sohal reformation seriously set about ; and then also was.
there a remarkable gale of providence, that did attend the

actings of his people, which did astonish tlieir adversaries,

and forced many of them to feign subjection. Alas, how
is our night comt on ! For thtLord hath in anger covered

the face ofthe daughter of Zion ivith a dark cloud.

7. Must not we also say, since the land was engaged by
covenant to the Lord, in these late times, Avhat a solemn
07rtpouring of the Spirit haXh been seen I A large harvest,

witli mucn of the fruit of the gospel discernible, which' we
may say with a warrant, hath been proved ia the inbring-

in^-pf thousands to Christ [ a part whereof now are in glo-

ry;; and many yet live, who are a visible seal to this truth :

of-whom', I am sure, some wilt not lose the rcmembran.ee
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bfthose sweet refreshing times, which the land for several

year;5 did enjoy, of the gospel and of many solemn com-
munions, where a large blessing with m.uch of the Spirit,

.

and power of God, was felt accompanying the ordinances.

If it were expedient to set down circumstances, L could
here point at many such remarkable limes and places,

which would clearly demonstrate this.

Now, besides these mere public and obvious proofs, it

is known, what a great testimony the experience of the

godly in these late times could give to this truth, what they
have in a large measure felt of the power and refreshing ef-

fusions of the Spirit within their soul ; yea, how oft after

sorest downcasting have been wonderfully raised above
themselves, and filled with the consolation of God, and
joy unspeakable : this \vould indeed make a great volume,
to reckon over all these instances, even these whoss expe-
rience in these fast ages could in a large measure witness
this truth. Only to shut this up, I shall name these two.

1. Mr. JVelsh, and Mi*. Forbes ^ two great vvitnesscs of
Christ in this land, when they were prisoners, give this ac-

count of their casein a letter to Mr. Jallies Mehin^ and
his uncle, then at London^ which under the said Mr* MeU
t'm'^hand is set down in a manuscript of his ; their words
are these, " Dear brethren,^ we dare say by experience,
and our God is witness we lie not, that unspeakable is the
joy. that is in a free and full testimony of Christ's royal

authority, unspeakable is the joy ofsuffering for his king-
dom, (For on that truth was their suffering stated.) We
had never such joy and peace in preaching of it, as we have
found in suffering for the same : v/e spake before in knowl-
edge, we now speak by experience, that the kingdom of
God consists in peace and joy." And in another letter,

thus they say, '* Our joy hath greatly abounded, since the
last day (which was after passing sentence ofdeath on theni
by assize at LinlithgowJ so that we cannot enough won-
der at the riches of his free grace, that should have vouch-
safed such a gift upon us, to suffer for his kingdom, iu
which there is joy unspeakable and glorious ; and we are
father in fear, that they (to wit, the sufferings) be not\con-
tinued, and so we be robbed offurther consolation, than
that they should increase. Surely there is great consola-
tion in suffering for Christ : we do not express unto you
the joy, Vx'hich our God had caused to abound in us.

2. I shall also mention that great^ servant of Christ Mr,
Rutherford^ whose /ff/fr^ now published can witness what
solemn days of the Spirit, and sensible outpourings thereof,
he oft had in hi'-, experience; though kocks can tell but

p ?
i
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iittfe what he really felt^ and enjoyed. I shall only set
^ovvn some of his last and dying expressions, which I had
from those who were then present, and caused the same to

be writ down from his mouth, that may shew how loiielg^

|ie also was in his death, and how well that did correspor^
With his former life. Some of his words art these ;

"(
shall shine, 1 shall see him as he is, and all the fair com-
pany with him, and shall have my large share; it is no
easy thing to be a christian, but as for me I have got ihei

victory, and Christ is holding forth his arms to embrace
me. I have had my fears, and faintings, as another sinful

man, to be carried through creditably, but as sure as ever
he spake to me in his word, his Spirit witnessed to my
heart, saying, Fear not, he had accepted my sufFeringj ami
the out gate should not be matter of prayer, but ofpraise."
He said also, " Thy word was found, and I did cat it, and
it was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart." And a
little before his death, after some fainting, he saith, " Now
i feel, I believe, I enjoy, I rejoice!" and turning to Mr.
£-!air, then present, he said, " I feed on manna, I have an-

gels' food i my eyes shall see my Redeemer, I know that

be shall stand at the latter day on the earth, and I shall be
caught up in the clouds to meet him in the air." And af-

terwards bath these words, " I sleep in Christ, and when I
awake, I shall be satisfied with his likeness. O for arms
to embrace him I" and to one speaking about his painful-

ness in the ministry ; he crieth out, " I disclaim all ; the

port I would be in at, is redemption and forgiveness of sins

tiirough liis blood.
\

' And thusfull of the Spirit
y
yea, as it

were, overcome with sensible enjoyment, he breathes out

his soul. His last words being, " Glory, glory, dwelleth in

Emmanuel's land !"

[Sixth witness is. That convincing appearance of an <?JiW

traordinary and apostolic spirit on some of these instruments,

i^hom the Lord raised up in these last times, and those great

endowments wherewith they were sentforthfor the serj»cc

ofthe church, and the oi^erthrovj of the kingdom of anti-

christ : a truth, which, we must say, if not in such_ measf-.

'iiT^, yet hath been no less evident, than in those primitive

times, when the christian church was planted.
j.t:"-

It is clear, that extraordinary gifts and endowment's have

been given forth, to the church under the New Testa-

ment, for whicii the first dawning of the gospel there were

both apostles, and prophets raised up.
^

It cannot be also

do.ied, xlw^X since the canon of the scripture was closed,

yea, in these late ages, there have been very extraordinar^-

/7?(?/7 given to the church, who h'ddspecifdnvelatiGns ivooh
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the Lord, of his mind about things to come ; which
though we should not now lookfor ^

yet wherein did the
Lord remarkably condescend^ vvhen some great piece of
service, and necessity of the church did more call for it.

And truly these were led in no other path than that of the
i^jord ; though they had a more special discovery and im-
mediate inbreathing of God's mind, as to the application

thereof in particular cases; neither did they press uport
inen's conscience, to credit the same, but were most cau'-

tious, witnessing much humble sobriety on that account. >

'

It is known what extraordinary instruments, how won^
derfnlly called and qualified, Luther, ZuingliuSy Cnhitii
Wtshart, and Knox were, whom God sent in these latter

days to grapple with antichrist, and sound a retreat to his'

church from Babylon: likewise Melanchton, Bcza, Buceri^
and Martyr, with divers in England, such as Latimer^
Ridley, Bradford, &c. who indeed were burning and shin^"

ing lights in their time, mighty in the scripture, fervent iri

spirit, were clothed with the power and authority of GoDf
before which the world could not stand. But besides these
famous witnesses, of whose life we have something this

day on public record, I must here crave liberty to set down
a few more, more late instances ofour own church in Scot-^

land, to confirm this truth ; such as are but little known to
the world, nor any thing of their lives published, which I
think a great loss to after generations ; who, we may say-

(and this with a warrant and in sobriety) were men trul^f..

extraordinary, eminently serviceable in the work of thei

Lord, yea, of a prophetic and apostolic spirit, and such
who through grace did not even come short of the first

three; I mean not only those before mentioned, but also

some ofthose great lights, who were in t\\Gfirst age Ci IhQ
church after the ascension of Christ. " -r

I. I shall instance Mr. Johniyelsh, whoin the Lord"
cafUed forth to the ministry zX Kircubrighi, m Galloway^
and afterwards was transported to the church oi Aire, whora
Mr. Rutherford in one of his books called that heavenly
prophetical and apostolic man of God, and sheweth that"

from the witnesses of his life, he had this account, that

of every twenty four hours he gave usually eight to prayer,
if other necessary and urgent duties did not hinder; yea,
spent many daj's and nights which he set apart, in fasting

6nd prayer for the condition of the church, and the sufifer-

ings ofthe reformed churches abroad. I can also add this,

from very sure information (and truly about any of these
particulars, I seriously study to have satisfying grounds of
l)ie certainty thereof) that it was his usage even in the cold-
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est winter nights,. to -rise for prayer ; and oft tirace hi«}

wife, who was fin excellent, woman, hath risen to seek af«

ter hjnl, where-he hath been found lying on the ground
ive<eping.andtyrestlingwitl> the Lord.; yea-, sometimes he
would have been much of the night alone in the chiircli of

jj,ir€ on that account; One time- especially his wife find-

ing lijin overcharged with grief, he lold her, ht had thm to,

j&r<?y5 Aim, which-she had woX, the souls of 2>000 to ansivit

fpvyi^hilst.ihe knnv not.hpvj it was with many of them.
• -Ani^nother time whilst she found him alone, liis spirit

almost. Qverchai*ged with anguij^h and grief, upon her^-ri~

ousiis^iiirj'j said, that the times which were to come on
t:otkindyWtrt heavy and sad, though she should not see

,, em; and this for the contempt of the gosptrl.

;:f;^hilst.he was prisoner in the Blackness^ in a letter to a
christian hdj^, be giveth this account, What large joy he
had-, to iu^erfor sitch a truths that Jesus Christ was a
fCin^, .and had\a visible kingdom in the world, even his

churchy which was asfree to keep its courts y and exercise

^isi^iplitie-b^birtiie of 'an intrinsic power from Christy au

a^y kixigdoni on the earth, for which he was ready to lay

4(hjJrhis lifeyy.ea\rwould rejoice to bs offered up a sacrifice

m so glorious, a '. truth.,. In tlie close xrf that letter, he doth
also ^oYt\\3,n\ii\\?iXjudgtnent.was coming ro.Scotland, which
should b^ blood, 7?r^; by an intestbie sword, and then by the

$wordofa stranger, andthat agreat sacrificeshould be therey

loth of great men and mean.
^
The fulfilling whereof hath

since been very sensible, and is known by many alive, \v lio

had that letter long before the late troubles begun J Wiiilst

he M'as thus prisoner, several remarkable passages I have

had confirmed by divers worthy of credit, some of whom
shewed me th^y had them from those who were most
familiar with the persons themselves ; they arc indeed

strange, but we must also consider he was an extraon.lina-

ry man. .

•-The first was this, that one night whilst he did expound
the scripture after hi^ supper, in the prison (as his custoni

was) whilst be with much power and authority was press-:

ing home tbe truth, one of the company, who had some
charge in the castle, fell a jeering : which Mr. l^elsh db-

.seivlng, and looking earnestly to iiim, did presently close

the bible, and ccase,and a little after having a drink in his

hand, he saitji to a friend at the table before all that were
present. There is one so profane and gross^ as to contemn

and mock at the ix}0.rdofthe Lord, but ere a little, God shaic

smite.him with a remarkable stroke ofhisjudgment. Which
accordingly lell..Qut,,to the astonishment pf tij^ c.on^paJl^^^^
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fov that' man did presently drop^ down to the ground^ aitd

died. A lady that was then popish, being present by rea»

son ofa friend of her^s that was prisoner in the castle, was
so moved therewith ttjat it pcovcd an help to her after con-
version. ,._;::r ?;^.>^ -fil!^^-/- ^^" .:.-;: v-:^:/

^^

The other passage is this, one yohnSt^^ard^ ^n emi-
nent cliristian, who lived at jlirCy having come to visit Mr,
Ifels^ in prison, found him in a rnore than ordinary way
troubled and sad, and upon his inquiry thereabout, he.

saith, " yohn, ye should not be here, go home to Aire^ for

the plague ofGod is broken put in that place, and cause
Hugh Kennedy ^

provost of that town, (who was also a very
singular christian) to convene the people to the streets, aiul

pray together ; and the Lord shall liear Hugh Keunedy],
and remove that stroke." This at the first did something
astonish the saidy<?A'z, and put him to question its truths

having so IrJ^ely come out of that place ; but at his return
found it so, and accordingly in every thing it fell otit as the
man of Gop had shew-ed. '« '^>- /o --i .%

After his banishment, to whicli the king did change the
sentence of death passed upon him at LifdithgciUt ha in}^
very short time acquired the French /i?/2^//^, with such a
facility therein, as was thought strange by those who knew
it. Trochrig, in his commentary on the ^jO/^^ji^w^, sels

down this passage, how being'called to preach at StdmuK^
a famous university, yea, one ofthe most learned auditories
in France, he did with siich boldness and authority preach,
as though lie had been before the meanest congregation^
whereat T/'^fi^-^r/^ tjejng astonished, could not but on his

acquaintance with him question him thereabout, whence
he had suph confidence, and was so little moved, whilsr 4ie

preached before strangers, so grave and judicious an audi*
tory, and in a strange tongue ? To whom in a humble way,
as one rnore dejected, than lifted up, he gave that answer?,

When he ponsjdered his bieing before the Lord, and' that

! he was dielivering his message, he pould not regard eithe^

great or small, but all Hesh did then go out of his mind, -

Whilst he was minister at ;S/. ^ane de Angcti^ a protest-

ant town in Franfe,^ where his ministry ivas much blessed
with success, the civil wars did break out, AVhere^ that elQ<

was twice besieged on the protestant interest ; during which
time these passages fell outmost remarkable: one was,
the town being sore straited< and ready to be taken, tlic

enemies having raised a battery, and by a close approach
had made a great breach in the wall, Mr. ^/j>6 hearirijg

-thereof (who had much encouraged the people, that their

adversaries should not then prevaiil) went himself with th^j
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cannoneer up the avails, and desired he would charge such a
piece of cannon, and shoot, for God should direct thit shoty

and cause to prosper ; which accordingly did, to the astoriv

ishment oflookers on, dismount that battery, and the Lord
so ordered tilings after, that the king did parly on favour*

ble terms with the city, and did only himself with his court'

come in without doing any violence. Another marvel-^

lous passage was this ; the following sabbath some of the

godly in that place, fearing Mr. Welsh'^s hazard, did serii

ously deal with him, that he would forbear to goTortli, and^

preach, the court being there; from which hebyno^n-'
treaty would be hindered, but shewed them he would ad/-

ventureto preach the word to his people, and trust the"

Lord with what concerned himself, being more grieved a^J^

their fear and despondence : and that day had a very great*

auditory, both of friends, and others who came upon the

fame of such a man ; but in time of sermon, a great man of
the court, with some of the king's own guard was sent to
bring him forthwith before the king, and whilst he was ert-*

'

tering the church, which had some difficulty by reason or
the multitude, Mr. Welsh Ca<\ turn himself toward that eh^'-

try, and desired the people to give way to one of the great'"

pders o^ France, that was coming in ; but_ after, whilst he
was coming near the pulpit, to execute his commissioh,'';

by puttifig force on the servant of Christ, for his desisting,

he did "With great authority speak to him before all the peo-i-

pky and in the 7iame of his Master Jesus Christ charge^-^.

him that he would not disturb the worship of God ; where^ '-

with that man was so affrighted, that he fell a shaking, yea,' <

was forced to crouch down, and make no further trouble.

A third passage no less remarkable was upon the close of
the sermon, whilst Mr. Welsh with rnuch submission went'

^

to the king, who was then greatly incensed, and with a -

threatening countenance asked, What he was, and how h^
durst preach heresy so near his person, and with such con-

tumacy carry himself? To which, with due reverence-

bowing himself, he did answer. I am^ Sir, the servant

and minister of Jesus Christ, whose truth Ipreached this

day^ which if your majesty rightly knew, ye would hai0
judged it your duty to have come yourself, andheard: and' .

for my doctrine I did this day preach these three truths t& -

your people. (1.) That man isfalien and by nature^ in a

lost condition, yea, by his own power and abilities is not

able to help himself from that estate. (2.) That there is

no salvation or deliverance from wrath by our own merits,'''

hut by Jesus Christ Rnd his merit alone. (3.) I did also^'^^

preach this day the just liberties ofthe kingdom of France^
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i\]3X Vour majesty owetb obedience to Christ only, who is

beaaqixXiQ church ; and that the pope^ as he is aa enemj/

to ^rjst,, and his truth, so also to the kings of tlie earth,

\\'lioHi he keepeth under slavery to his usurped power*
Whereat the iking for a time keeping silence, with great as-

tonisWent, turned to some about him, and said» Surely

tUsh a man of God ! Yea, after did commune with liini,

and. vvith great respect dismissed him. The year follow-,

ingj whilst the differences betwixt the king and protestant

pgrty did grow, that city was again besieged, taken, and in

f^rt sacked, as Mr. Welsh did publicly foretell : at which
time it is known, how the king passed a solemn ort^/sr, that

none should in the least wrong Mr. Welsh ^ ox anything
that belonged to him, under highest pains, and did after

give a safe conduct to him, for transporting himself to Eng>
landy where he died ; king James refusing his return tQ

his own country, though earnestly petitioned by his wife,

for her husband's health. .,,

During his sickness, he was so filled and overcome with -

the sensible enjoyment of God, that- he was sometime
overheard in prayer, to have these words, Lord^ hold thy
bandy it is enough ! thy servant is a clay i^essel^ andean hold
no more !

11. I shall also here instance Mr.- Robert Bruce, who in a
very extraordinary way was called to the ministry, having

for a long time followed the study of the law, both in this -

country and in France, yea, had some ground to expect a
place amongst the lords ofthe session, his father being then,

a considerable baron, who had many friends : but a more
pressing and irresistible call from Goo did otherwise de-.
termine.

Whilst he was in the ministry at Edinburgh^ he shined ••

asra great light through the whole land : the power and ef-

ficacy ofthe Spirit most sensibly accompanying the word
he preached, he was a terror to evil doers : and the author-

ity ofGod did so appear upon him and his carriage, with
such a majesty in his countenance, as forced fear and re-

spect from the greatest in the land, even those who were -

most avowed haters of godliness; yea, it was known,
what an awful impression king jfames had of him, and did <

once give him that testimony before many, that he judged
Mr. Bruce was worthy ofthe halfofhis kingdom, r

He was a man that had much inivard exercise about his

ovyn personal case ; had been oft assaulted about that great

foundation of truth, if there was a God ; wWch cost him -5
many days and nights wrestling, and when he hath come
up "to the pulpit, after being sometime silent," which wns -
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his usual way, he would say, Ithink it is a ^reat matter to

behcDe there is a God; telling the people, it was another
thing to bdieiie that, than they judged. But it was also

known, by his friends with whom he was familiar, what
extraordinary confirmations he had f.oin the Lord therein,

what near familiarity he did attain in his secret converse
with God : yea, truly some things, I hat-e had from per-

sons worthy of credit thereabout, would seenri so strange

:and marvellous, that I forbear to set them down.
The great success of his ministry at Edinburgh, Invcr-

ness, and other places, whither providence called him, is

abundantly known. Whilst he was confined at LruernesSi

that poor dark country was marvellously enlightened^

many brought in to Christ by his ministry, and a seed
sown in tliese places, which even to this day is not wholly
worn out. I shall here set down ofte passage of famous
Mr. Henderson, who at his first entry ro the ministry at

Leuchars, was very prelatic, and by the bishop of St. Am
drexvs, brought in against the parishes consent, so that on
the day of his admission, the church doors being shut by
the people, they were forced to break in by a window to
get him entrance. But a little after this, upon the report of
a communion, where Mr. Bruce u^as to lielp, be would
needs from a longing he had to hear and see such a man^
^o secretly there ; and placed himself in a dark^vccX: of the

church, where he might not be known :^ when Mr. Bruce
was come to the pulpit, he did for a considerable thne keep
silence, as his manner was, which did some way astonish

Mr. Henderson, but much more when he heard the first

words wherewith he began, which were these, He that

(imeth not in by the door^ but climbeth up- another 'aay, the

same is a thiefand a robber. Which did by the Lord's

iDlessing at the very present take him by the heart, and had
SQ great an impression on himj that it was the first mean$
of his conversion.

He was one that had the spirit of discerning in a great

measure, did prophetically speak ofmany things which af-

terwards came to pass ;
yea, which I had attested by sober

and grave christians, Who were familiar with him, that di-

vers persons distracted, and of those who were passed all

hope of recovery in the falling sickness, were brought to

Mr. Brnce^ and after prayer by him in their behalf \verc

fully recovered. This indeed may seem strange, but it i-

also true ; Mr. Bruce wa^ a great wrestler, wiio had more
than ordinary familiarity with his Master.

A little before his death, when he was at Edinburgh^

and through weakness kept his chamber, tlicre was a meet-
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Ing qC divers godly toinist^fs ^t th^t Uflie there, on Sjoine

si)qci*il gr^Qiind of the ciiurQh's concernj-nent, who begrUig

h<? wa^im.the towji, <:,ame together, aod guye..iii;m aa ac*

count of th^ actings of thp^e tiipes, the prelates then design,

ing t4ie: service boqk : ; ^^ter which Mr,'^^//a\^r4yedv and
did therein tell aver agaii).tQ the Lord the. very suhstajjce

.of -their discourse, ^vhich was a sad representation of the

qi^i^ qfthe ehuitch, at which time there was such an extmr
vrdinary motion on all preMn,:., so sensible a doxmip^witig-of
tk^Spirity that they could hardly cptj(ain tkcmsdves jiy^it
which vvas most strange, -ev-en sonio uriurn^ fiwtiori.on

these, who were in e/Z^tr parts of the house, • not -knowihg
the caiise at that very instant. Qne IVJr. -WeemeSi-^oi Z-k"

vthaker^, beiog th^fn o,eeasioiial)y prest nt, when he. iyjent

^way, saic], Qhcrc^ strange a maiijsthis I far laMmcHd
liowfi: the SpiH-t of G§d on us all. This he said be-oajuse

IVlr, Bruce did divers tinjes knock nj^ith his fiig-ers on th^

iahk. I had; this from a worthy christian gentltman^ nn
whose mother ?s lK)vise dvj^ was. . ^

'..",'
:.:.S.

tie- \y^s deeply alFected with the naughtifless and, profan-

ity of many jninister^ thei>in the church, and the unsuita-

bl:e carriage of others to so great acaliijig ^ and didejLpress

much; his fciar, that the ministry of Scotland vyonld . .proi-e

th^' greatest persecutors of the gospel that it had. If there
-were a fui^l colleGtion of those remarkable passage^, wlitich

ixav€ l?een known to others, in his hfe, it would further wit-

,l\e;^$ what a^i extraordinary man that was, I, shall only
shut this wp with learned Didoc/a^ius^ testimony, in his

pj'eface to hjs Altare Damascenum : Robertus Brusius,
Fir genere et virtute fiobilis, majestate i>ultus venerabi^s^

qui pkird ammarum millia Christo kwifecit ; cujusanima^0 mliiUS mortaliuni Cabsit Dcrbo i/rjidiaj scdst in coslesti-^

hit-" animamfai &^ma^i&ia tua, Brusiy^l^sc^ali.ei}iiji4e.

ess.ei pcndendutn. -:r' y^'j^., .;^;, .'-•.!» -.- -<.-•,-

III. Mr. i)(7wV.fOW, rninister of the gosjDel at aSj// Pres-
JaEftm, may be truly here instanced as one ofan extraorditia-

.ry, prophetic spirit, \y\\Q vyas likewise eminently, zealous
and faithful for his Master in a time of the church's defec-
tion-, 2iSDidodamus in that forementioned preface terms
liim, Cato et constans Cato sui temporis. He did then fore-

see prelacies breaking in upon the church, when king
panics was pressing tiie setting up of snpe?'inte?ukT7ts under
a vejry specious pretext, and was for that end himself pres-
ent at the assembly in. Dundee, having engaged mnny , alas !

too many, to consent thereto ; but Mr. Z^^Wi^Vew with great

boldness rose tip, and warned the assembly of the hazard,

and told i\\m\ lie sa\y x\\q hifiz'e bishopy with-higSaiutte,

0^
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coming in under that mask, yea, did solemnly in hisowfj
name, and name of the church of Scotland^ enter a protes-
tation against that step of defection, and their yielding up
in so far the liberties of the church, to please men.

Whilst he was minister at Salt Prestoun^ the building
ofa church was by him much endeavoured, which he did
advance much out of his own private interest ; my lord
Ncwbathy who then had a great interest in the parish, en-
gaging to help it forward : from which he after resiled, and
thereby frustrated the work. Whereupon Mr. Da'oidson
told him, these walls that were then begun to be builded,
should stand as a witness against him, and that ere long
God- should root him and his estate out of that parish,

and he should not have a piece of land in the same ! which
shortly after had a visible accomplishment. It was very
clear from many passages of his life, that the secret of the

Lord was in an extraordinary way with him. Some of
those which have been transmitted from them who particu-

larly knew the same, are indeed most worthy of a remark.
At a certain assembly of the church, Mr. John Spots-

ivood, and Mr. fames Laiv^ who were then entered into

the ministry, were processed for some gross acts of profan-
ity : where Mr. Davidson finding the assembly too easy to

pass the same, in regard of their parts and gifts, only with a
rebuke, he did with much vehemency press their deposi-
tion ; and after being crossed therein, said, Tou ivi/l needs
spare these two men, whereat I am grieved, but the time is

coming when they shall trample upon your necks and upon
the church o/'Scodand, And it is well known \\ hat an ac-
complishment this prediction had.
Being with Mr. Bruce one time at dinner, who was then

in great favour with the king, he had these words in giving

thanks after meat. Lord, thy servant here is now a great
favourite of the court, and in much respect : but he shall be

within a little as much persecuted as he is now infavour, and
go down the streets, when many who have him this day in

esteem will not give him a salutation. Which was very
manifest afterwards. And at another time, whilst Mr.
Robert Bruce and he were dining together in the house of
one of the magistrates ofthe town, who was then a cordial

friend to godly ministers, he did also in his plain and free

way break forth with these words, whilst he was giving

thanks, Lord, this good man hath respect for thy sake to

thy servants, but he little knowetb that in a short time he
jnust carry us both, who are here to prison. Which words
did much trouble that honest man, though afterwards it

tame most exactly to pass.
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There is one more remarkable passage, which I Should

fear to set down, it is so strange, but that I had the same
confirmed by some worthy of credit, who shewed me, that

from those that were present, and familiar with Mr. Da-
vidson, they had it related. A gentleman nearly related to

a great family of that parish, but a most violent hater of pi-

ety, did upon that account beat a poor honest man who liv-

€d there, having not the least shadow oi a provocation, and
among other sore strokes gave one -upon the back with
these w'ords, Take this for Mr. Davidson's sake. After
which the honest man was for a lime forced to keep his

bed, and complained most of that stroke, which he gave
him on the back, as that which he felt more than all the

rest : but the sabbath following, Mr. Davidson speaking
in the close of his sermon about the oppression of the god-
ly, and enmity which wicked men had to such, did very
particularly touch that late instance, saying, // nvas a sad
fi?72e^ a profatie man would thus epenly adi^enture to ^cnt

his rage against those who were seekers of God in the place.,

whilst he could have no cause but the iiery appearance of his

image : and with great authority said, He who hath done

this, were he the laird, or the laird^s brother, ere afew days
pass, God shall give him a stroke, that all the monarchs of
the earth dare not challenge. Which was then publickly

known how in the close of that week, standing before his

door, he was struck dead with a thunder bolt, and all his

bones crushed. . : ;
^

A little before the death of this great servant ofChrist,
having an occasional rencounter with yiv.John Ker, a young
gentleman who lately came from France, and had then no
thoughts of the ministry, but was in a very courtly dress,

Mr. Davidson did in a solemn way charge him to cast olF

liis scarlet cloak, and lay aside his gilded rapier, and take

him to his book, For you are the man, says he, who is to

succeed me in the ministry at this place. Which, so very
astonishing to that gentleman for the present, yet according-
ly fell out, he did immediately succeed him there, where
he was for many years an holy and faithful minister of the
gospel. This last passage many yet alive, who had the
same from the said Mr. John Ker, can witness.

IV. Mr. Patrick Simpson, who was once minister of
Cramond, and after transported to Stirling, may be here
also instanced, as a very extraordinary man in the church.
In his youth he attained to great knowledge in the languag-
es, did much study Greek and Latin authors ; and gave
this reason to such who wondered he should spend so
much time in reading those who were but pagans, That he
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jpurptostd t(> dedicate all these jewels which he borrowed
froni the Egyptians^ to the building of the house of tiTe

JUord. It is known, with w!iat zeal he did oppose himself
.to the corruptions of that time. In the year 1584, whilst

there was an express charge from the king, for ackuowL
edging Mr. Patrick Adamson2irQk^\^\(y^di Si, Andreivs^
Git else lose their maintenance, he did with great Ychemency

• appear against the same, though that man was his uncle up-
, on the mother's side : and some who seemed willing to
' siibscribe thereto with such a condition, according to t^i£

Word of God, he did gravely rebuke, shewing them it

Gould be no salvo to their conscience, since it was rept/g-

naniia in adjecio^ to subscribe to any human institution ac-

•.cording to the word, when the word did expressly condemn
the-same. It was also known, he refused the ofler of a

bishoprick, and afterwards of a yearly pension from die

l^ing, which he looked on as a design only to bribe his ccn-

science, which was more dear to him than all the world.

And when that assembly 2X Aberdeen was condemned by
the state, he did openly own and avow the same, and in a

very solemn manner denounced the wrath and judgment of

God against these accusers and convicters of those excel-

lent men, at LinllthgO'iv, who stood for the liberty of that

assembly. That notable paper and protestation, given in

to the parliament 1606, (where prelacy was further estab-

lished) was by him penned, and out of his own hand given

to the earl of Dunjbar, subscribed by many ministers of
the church, who were then there on that account.

jdis life was most exemplary for piety, and faithfulness in

serving his Master ; which did preach no less to that part of

the tjountry wherein he lived, than his doctrine. One ve-

ry remarkable passage of his life I do liere advewturS to set

down, having very satisfying grounds as to the certainty of

it, from tiiose who knew the same, and had a particular re-

lation of all its circumstances from a grave christian., who
had it out of his own mouth, and likewise hath it written

under old Mr. Mow^s hand, otCarnock, who was his famil-

iar intimate friend ; it is this. His wife, Martha Barroii^

a gracious woman, the 'wife of his youth, with whom^ he

had lived in great love, fell sick, which proved her last sick-

ness : when she was first sore assaulted by the devil, who
pressed in upon her that she should be given over to his

hand; and after, it did resolve in a visible distraction,

which for a time grew upon her, so that most unlike to her

former way, she would hav^e broke forth witli dreadful and

horrid expressions ; it did most appear on a sabbath morn-

ing, whilst Mr. Simpson wa$ go^ng to preach, and whilst
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for a time he was forced with a heavy countenance to stand
silent, he at last kneeled down, and prayed, which she did
tio ways regard, but a little after he turning to the compa-
ny that were present, told them, he was sure that those ivho

tioiv were witnssaes of that sad hour ^ should yet see a gra^
fiouswork of God on this his servant, and that the devil^s

maUce against that poor womait^ should haire a shameful
foil. Her distraction did still continue until the Tuesday^
which was the 9th of August y which morning at the very
dav.'ning of it, he goeth to his garden, and shut the door be*
hind him, where for many hours he was alone, but a godly
woman who that night was with his wife, Helen Garner^
wife to one of the Bailyes of Stirling, being appreliensive
of his hazard, through his gritf and fasting, could hav^ n6
rest till she knew his case, and by some help climbed up,
and got into the garden ; but on a near approach to that

place where Mr. Simpson then was, she was terrified with
an extraordinary noise, which through fear made her fall tb

the ground : it seemed, as she related after to others, it

was like the noise of a great rushing ofmuhitudis together,

and therewith such a melodious sound, as did make her
know, it was something more than human, and turned to

prayer, entreating the Lorrl would pardon her rashness,
lyhich affection to his servant, who had been the instrument
ofher good, had carried her to. And after, going forward,
finds him lying upon the ground ; it was with much en-
treaty, that he did then reveal himself in that particular,

until she promised secrecy, not to speak it to others so long
as he lived, but had his allowance, if slie should survive
him : which promise she kept, but after his death, did re-

late it to those from whom I have had this : he said, O
what am /, being dust and ashes, that the holy ministering

spirits should be sent by the Lord to deliver a tnessnge to

pie ! and shewed he had a vision of angels^ m ho did with
an audible voice give him an answer from thp Lord, of his

wife's condition ; and coming over to his house, he said to

all who were present. Be ofgood comfort, for ere ten hours
cfthis day, lam sure that brand shall he plucked mit ef the

fire. After which he went to prayer at his wife*s bedside.,

where for a time she lay quiet, but whilst he mentioned
facob^s wrestling in prayer, she sits straight up in the bed,
casting aside the curtain, and sayeth, Thou art this day fa-
cob

J
who hast wrestled, and also prevailed ; and 7!ow God

Jbaih made good his words, which he spake this morning to

you ; for I am plucked out of the hands of Satan, and he
shall have no power over me. Which interruption made
him for a space silent, but after with^reat melting of heart
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proceeded in prayer, and magnified the riches of God^s
love towards him ; and after prayer there was sweet and
christian embracements betwixt them : yea, from that

hour slie did speak most christianly and comfortably, even
to her death, which was on the Friday following, August
13, 1601, whose last words in the moment of her depart-

ure were with a loud voice, Come, Lord, into thy hands I
tommcnd my spirit.

^

After this, Mr. Simpson lived several years, fervent and
faithful in the work of the Lord, and one who in private

walk-witiiessed such mortification, that all who knew him,
might clearly see, his converse was little in the world. In

March, 1618, he said, Now shall this month put an end to

all these things ! and accordingly, towards the close of it,

was removed by death ; at which time he expressed much
joy, blessing the Lord for his kindness-, that he had not

been perverted by the sinful courses of these times ; and
might say, as the Lord fed Elijah in the wilderness, so in

some respect he had dealt with him all his life time. And
having these words upon some of his books written. Re-
member, my soul ^ and ncuerforget the 9tb of Augusty
nvhat consolation the Lord ga'ue thee, and ho'x.' he pefformed
'mhat he spake, according to Zech. iii. 2. Is not this a brand
plucked out of thefire? Upon which some of his friends

speaking, to him about the same, his answer was, Absit

mihi gloriari in aliquo, nisi in Domino Deo meo !

Now, besides these great men, many others who at that

time did shine as lights in the church, may be here also

mentioned : who were indeed stars of the first magnitude,

eminently zealous and faithtul, and their ministry followed

with much of the power and authority of God. Such as

Mr. Andrew Mehin, of whom it might be said, he had the

face ofa lion in his Master's cause, and feared not to speak
before princes and great men, when the truth called for it.

Likewise his nephew, Mr. James Mehin, that holy grave

and prudent servant of Christ, Mr. Andrew Dunkan, Mr.
John Scrimger, Mr. Charles Fereme, Mr. James Bal-

fare, ^c. One passage I shall here set down, worthy of a
remark, of Mr. Andrew Mehin, yvho being prisoner in the

Tower, a gentleman of his acquaintance got access to vi^t

Bim, but found hini in a sad deep muse about the defec-

tion of many ministers in Scotland, and did deplore the

state of the church there, having lately got an account of
their way at that assembly at Glasgow, 1610, where the

earl of jbumbar had been active to corrupt divers with mo-
ney : this gentleman, desiring to know what word he had
for his own country, got no answer ; but Mpon a second inr
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quiry, he said» / have no word to send, but am hca'o'dij

grieved, that the glorious government of the church of Scoi-
IdiVid should be so defaced, and a popish tyrannical govern-
ment set up, and thou Ma7iderston (for out of that house
Dambar was come, and he thus styled him) Hast thou no
other thing to do, but carry down to Scotland such commis-
sions^ whereby the poor church there is wrecked: the Lord
shall be avenged upon thee, and thmi shah never again go
downfor\ allthy grandeur ! which words took such impres-
sion on that gentl-eman, that when he went forth, he desir-'

ed some friends, who then waited to get a business at Court
expedited by DumbarU mediation, that they would in time
put their affairs to a close, for he was persuaded, the words
of that servant of Christ should not fall to the groimd. And
truly this did very quickly take place, that earl being sud-
denly struck by death, within a few months after, and thus
thrown down from the top of his grandeur, whilst he was
busy, perfecting that great house of his at Berwick, mid
had appointed a sumptuous feast for his daughter's mar*
riage, even then did his thoughts perish.

I shall here but add one instance more of one, whom
we before named, though not a minister, yet a great in-

:

strument for promoting the work of the gospel in the place
where he lived ; and one we may say, of an extraordinary .

spirit, Hugh Kennedy, provost o{ Aire : of whom I would
'

mention these two passages, from sure knowledge. One
was this, whilst the merchant ships of that town were at

sea, amongst whom his son John, who was also a choice
christian, was at that time, he did one night rise before the
breaking of day, and came to the house ofhis familiar friend

John Steward, dtsmx\% he would rise and go along with
him to some room. Whereat the said John being exceed"
ingly astonished, he saith to him ; his no time to linger,

let us go pray, for my son with the rest of our friends now
at sea are at this hour on the very^ nick ofperishing. Andj
after they had spent some time in prayer, he arose cheer-
fully and said. Now they are safe ! Within a little after,

Johti Steward, who had writ this down, with the day and
hour, at the return of the ships did most particularly in-
quire, and found how it did answer in all the circumstances,
and in that very hour of that night they were to appearance
past hope of safety upon a very dangerous place, and by an
extraordinary unexpected providence then delivered.
The other is this, one day being for many hours alone

in prayer, whilst sorne of his christian friends did wait long
for him, at last with an unusual cheerfulnsss he cair.e

forth, >nd upon their inquiry about his stay, he told them,
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Ifwusno-ivonder.for he had that day got mercy to him

^

attd &Uhh. And truly it was very evident, ti)at not one of
hischiklrcii, but there was large ground gf charity, tbat
they v\€re truly godly.

"Whilst he was dyings Mr; Fergmon^ a godly roimster
^ith to him, Yoii have cause, Sir, to be asbured that tke
angeis ofGod are now waiting at the stoups oi this fc«d \o
(;onvoy your soul into Abraham^s bosom. To v/hoin. his

answer was; I am sure thereof^ and if the %valls of this

house could speak, tbey could tell ho%ii many sweet cays I
bcue had in secretfellovjship ivith God^ arid he^ fnimliar
he hatb been with my soul. I shall only ackl Mr. fVehh's
lestiraony, in a letter from France to this great man : his

words were these, Happy is that city^ yea-, happy is that

natioji, thai hath a Hugh Kcntiedy in it ! I have myself
certainly found the answers ofhis prayersfrom the Lord
in my behalf. :

i. Reader, besides these mwe remarkable passage{:^

which in the perusal of this treatise thou wilt find drepiied
apart, concerning the way ofGod with some c^ bis more
eminently faithful servants, I have in this place cast togeth-

er some few instances, which in the: formtr imprc&sion
were not hinted.

In the first place thou mayst take notice of these two
concerning that walker with God, great master Bruee^ of
whom some things have been spoken elsewhere : aod
frst^ beside that blessed frame of spirit which appeared in

the whole of his converse, he endeavoured more especially

whensoever he was to appear in public as an ambassador of
fesus Christ, to have his spirit deeply impressed with the

viajesiy of that God, of whom he w^as to speaks and of the
high importance it was to the souls of men, to have the

mysteries of salvation unfolded unto them, not with enticing

ivords ofman''s ivisdom, but indemonstratiori of th spirit

and paver; without which this preached gospel, though
in itself the wordoflife, will never prove the power ofGodta
sahation. And therefore though he was known to take
much pains in searching the scripture, that he might know
the mindofthe Spirit ofGod, by comparing-spirituaUhings
imtb spiritual, and in preparing apposite matter for the

edification of his hearers, which he durst not neglect, and
wherein he durst not be superficial, as knowing he was to

speak of God, and afraid of the curse threatened for doing
of his work negligently ; yet this was the least part of his

preparation work, the main of his business lay in having

his soul wrought up to some suitableness of frame for

prtaclihig ihQ unsearchable riches ofChristt and snaking
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rrtanifest the mystery of the gospel as he ought, that so hfe
Master by his service might see of the travail of bis soul
and be satisfied. And knowing that the success of preach-
ing ciepencled wholly upon the presence ofGod accompa-
nying the dispensing of ordinances, his manner was to be
much in prayer and supplication in private before his pub-
lic appearances, pouring forth his heart before God, and
wrestling with him, not so much for assistance to the mes-
senger, as to the message. One instance whereof take as
followeth : Being to preach at a solemn occasion, he was
long in coming to the congregation, some of the people be-
ginning to be weary, and others yvondering at his stay, the
bells being long rung, and the time £-ir spent, the beadle
was desired to go see what the matter meant : who coming
to his house^ and finding his chamber door shut, and hear-
ing a sound, drew near, and listening overheard Mr. Bruce
often with much seriousness say, I protest I will not gof-

except thou go. with rae. - Whereupon the man supposing
that some person had been with him, withdrew without
knocking at the door ; who being asked at his return by a
gentleman the cause of his delay, answered, he could not
tell, but I suppose (said he) there is some witii Mr. Bruce

^

who is unwilling to come to church, and he is so pressing
and peremptory to have them come along, that 1 overheard
him protest most seriously he would not go, if they went-
not with him. However a little after, Mr. Bruce came ac-
companied with no man, but he came in the fulness of the
blessing ofthe gospel of Christ, and his speech and his-

preaching was in such evidence and demonstration of the
Spirit, that by the shining of his face, and that shower of
divine influence, wherewith the word spoken was accom-
panied, it was easy for the hearer to perceive that he had
been in the mount with God, and that he had indeed brought}
that God, whom he had met with in private, into his inoth-.

er''s house, and iiito the chambers of her that conceived him.
Nay, he preached ordinarily witli so much life and power,
and the word spoken by him was accompanied with such a
manifest presence, that it was evident to the hearers he was
not alone at the work, but that in his strivings to persuade
the things which did belong to the kingdom of God, and to

present every man perfect in Christ Jesus, \\q. laboured
thereunto striving according to his working which wrought
in him mightily. For though he was no Boajierges, as to

his voice, being of a slow and grave delivery, yet he spoke
with so much authority and weight (as becomes the ora~-

cles ofGodJ that some of the most stout hearted of his hear-

ers were ordinarily made to tremble ; and by having those
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doors, which formerl}' had been bolted against Jtsus Christy
as by an irresistible power broke open-, and the secrets' of
their heart mademanifest, thty wentaway under convictions,
and carrying with them undeniable proofs of Chri^fs speak-

ing in him^ and that God was with him ofa truth.

The other passage, which 1 present thee w'ith, is concern-
ing his death. Being now aged and through infirmity of
body confined to his chamber, where he was frequently visits

cd by his friends (to whom a conversation in heaven and the

abundant grace of God in him had endeared him) and be-

ing asked by one of them, How matters now stood betwixt
God and his soul ! he (wath that severity of soul, which is

the effect oithe love ofGod shed abroad i?i the heart, and
that plerophory, under which such walkers with God and
workers of righteousness as he was, are frequently taken

off the stage) made this return, When I was a young man^
said he, / was diligent, cmdlit)ed byfaith in the Son of God,

but no%v Iam old andam not able to do so much^ yet be con-

descends to feed me %mth lumps of sense.

And that morning before the Lord removed him (his

sickness then being mostly a w^cakness through age) he
came to breakfast at his table ; anc^ having, as he used,

eaten one single egg, he said to his daughter, 1 think I am
yet hungry, ye may bring me another egg ; but instantly

thereafter falling into a deep meditation, and after having
mused a while he said. Hold, daughter hold ; my Master
calls me ! with these words nis sight failed him. Where-
upon he called for the bible ; but finding his sight gc*ie, he
said. Cast up to uie the eighth chapter to tiie Romans and
set my finger on these words, / am persuaded that neither

death nor life, ^c. shall be able to separate me from the love

cf God which is in Christ Jesus my Lord.^ Now said he,

is my finger upon them ? wlien they told him it was, with-

out any more he said. Now God be with you, mij children^

Ihaw breakfasted with you, and shall sup with my Lord
Jesm Christ this night. And so gave up the ghost, death

shutting his eyes that he might see God. Thus that val-

iant champion for the truth, whom in his appearing to

•plead for the crown and interest of Jesus Christ knew not

\vhat it was to be daunted by the i-AC^ and frowns of the

highest and most incensed adversaries, was by bis Master
taken oP/the field cis mo'-e than a conqueror, and as the re-

ward of in;ich faithful diligence about the souls of others,

nnci much pains and seriousness about making his oivn

^^''^..uling and election sure, had ^// entrance ministered untQ

imi abundantly mto the everlasting kingd'^'^: '^ ^
': Lordo'i'J

' Sxvicur fesus:, Christ.,
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;

. II. In the next place, reader, I shall in prosecution of

my design, which is thy edification, hint to thee some
things concerning that burning and shining light Mr. John
Welsh, whose name is so famous and savoury for the great

things which God did by liim and for hirn, that I shall

much disappoint thy cxi)ectation, if making mention of

him, I should not acquaint thee with something rare and
extraordinary : and therefore, though it be beside my de-

sign to give thee the full history of his or the rest of tliese

great men's lives, yet that I may not altogether frustrate

thy expectation, take these few remarkable passages which
follow. As ,/irst, an emiaendy holy minister, yet alive

and deservedly ofesteem in the chyrch of Christ, told me,
from certain knowledge, that two men coming with packs

ofcloth to the town oi Aire from a neighbouring place, &c.
where there was yet no suspicion that the Lord's hand had

smitten it with tlie plague, wliich was then sore in the

land, tiie sentry at the bridge held them out, notvvidistand-

ing they had a pass, till the magistrate came ; who though

he could not disprove their pass, yet would not permit

them to enter the town till he sent for Blr. IFdsh : So the

bailiff bids them disburden their beasts, till he considered

what was to be done : a little after, Mr. JFdsb coming, die

magistrate says tohini. Sir, here are men come from such
a place, we have heard of no plague there ; besides, they

have a p^iss from known men, what shall we do ? Mr.
}f^chh made no answer, but uncovering his head, stood iu

the midst of the company which tlKu followed him, and
having his eyes directed to heaven (yet speaking nothing)

near half a quarter of an hour, at last said, Baillff^^ caiise

these men to put on ibeir packs again and be gone : for if
God be in heaiien, the plague of God is in these packs.

These men returned and opened their packs in Comnock a

and it was observed, that such contagion was therein, that

all in that viliage died,, there \\as not a man left to bury the

dead.
^ ^ ^ ,..:.;;

He was famous in his generation for !/.'£ power be hadit.4

prevailing wiib God by prayer and supplication : whereof
take these following instances amongst the many wiiich

might be given.

One is, that being on a certain night under an extraoi-

dinary pressure of spirit to go and pour forth hh heart to

God, he left his wife in bed, and going out to ii garden,

spent most of the night in tliat exercise (a thing so ordinary

to him that he used to say, lie wondered how a christian

could lie a bed ail night, witliout rising to^ spend some of
the night in prayer and praist !) but his wife weary, at la$r
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went to seek for him, but missing him in his ordinafry

place, went into other gardens, by such passages as she
knew, at last she heard a voice, and drawing near to "it,

could hear him speak a ^i^w words, but widi great' fbr<ie

and fervency, mixed and accompanied with floods oftears.;
which were these, Qod, iDiIt thou not ghe me Scotland-!

O God, wilt thou tiot ghe me Scotland ! She being weary,
and afraid to interrupt him, went home, and heard not the

close. At last he came hon)e, and reentering his bed, his
wife began to reprove his unmercifalness to his own body

;

then asked him, what it was he was saying? for she told,

she heard him. Well said he, you had better have been in

.your bed, but since ye lieard, I tell you, I have endured'

a

great fight for Scotland this night, and hardly could I get a

remnant reserved, yet he will be gracious. . .

"

After this he arose another night, but went not out' of
doors, but in a chamber he travailed and groaned so, -as

that his wife impatient did rise several times, calling him to

bed; but he waited his time: and when he came, she be-
gan a modest expostulation with him for tarrying. Hold
thy peace, said he, it will be ivellwith us ; but I shall neiier

preach another preaching in Aire. And having fallen

asleep, before he awaked, the messenger was come, who
by command carried him prisoner to the castle o{ Edin-
burgh.
When he was prisoner in the castle of^ Edinburgh, ihe

lord UchiUry, was captain, whose sister was Mr. Welshes
mother in law, being John Knox'^s wife : yet being much
taken up in king y(:z;;2<?j'' court, he took not time to be so
comfortable to his cousin Welsh as he should : but being
convinced of his own unkindness, he caused Mr. Welsh to

sup with him one night in the castle, where were also sev-.

eral other gentlemen, and amongst them a popish youth sat

toward the lower end of the table ; Mr. Welsh being by the

captain set at the upper end, entertained the company with
grave and edifying discourse, which all delighted to hear,

save this young papist, who with laughter and derision la-

boured to silence him, which was little regarded by Mr.
Welsh. But after supper, while the guests sat a little, this

j^onth stood up at the lower end of the table, ajid while Mr.
Welsh proceeded from grave to gracious entertainment ofhis
company, the youth canie to that height of insolence as w^itli

the finger to point at him, and with the face to make fiouting

grimaces, whereby he grieved the holj^ man, so as on a

sudden he was forced to a silence.

The whole company, \'/ho had heard him with delight,

were silent witli liin:'. V/itliin a iittle, Mr. Wclshi ac
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moved by the Spirit ofGod, broke forth into these words

:

Gentlemen^ the Spirit of God is promked against us, and I
shall entreat you not to be afraid to see what God shall do
among you before you risefrom the table

^ for he will smite

one oj you with death before you go hence. All were silent-

ly astonished, waiting to see the issue with fear. And
while every man feared himself, except the insolent youth,
he fell down dead suddenly at the foot of the table, to shew
the power of God's jealousy against the mockers of his

Spirit and of the offers of his grace. This history with va-
riation of some circumstances, is set down before.

One clay while Mr. IVclsh looked out at his chamber
window in the castle, he happened to see the captain, and
called unto him, saying, God save you, my lord ! The
captain acknowledging his neglect, and asking for Mr.
Welsh''s v/elfare, desired to kno\y how he might serve him.
In nothings said Mr. Welsh^ if you be well, except you
would carry my petition to his majesty, entreating for lib/*

erty to preach the gospel. I willingly will, said the captain,

therefore send it to me. Nay, said Mr. ^/^/^, lam your
kinsman, I love you so well as to warn you not to take it

in charge, except you resolve to deal truly in delivering it

and in getting me an answer. I shall bear the blame, said
the captain, if I do it not. I beseech you, my lord, said
the other, undertake not unless 3/ou mind to do it, for the
hazard is great. Well, Uchihry takes it : but not com-
ing in an opportune season (for he came when the king
was passionately moved on another occasion) he thou^t
not fit then to give it ; and as at that time he deferred, so
thereafter he neglected, and at last quite forgot to deliver it

at all. For which his heart smiting him, he durst hardly
be seen of Mr. Welsh for three months. Yet conscience
forgetting as well as he, he came to the same place where
Mr. Welsh at first called him. And now Mr. Welsh ask.
ed, how he did, and what was become of his petition ?

The captain surprised, answered, I delivered it to his maj-
esty, but he was in a passion, and it seems it hath fallen by,
for I have not gotten an answer. Nay, my lord, said Mr,
Welsh, you should not lie to God, and to me : I knov/ you
delivered it not, I am sorry (my lord) for your lot, I warn-
ed you not to be false to Go]) ; and now I tell you, God
shall take j^our estate and honours in Scotland, and shall

give them to your neighbour, and this in your own time.
This troubled the lord Uchihry,, and came truly to pass ;

for he being the eldest son of the good lord IJchiltry, a
reformer, was forced in his own time to quit all, snd
give both est.^te and honours Xojames^ the son of cap-
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tain James, the second brother, who was the last of that

house.
IlL Concerning master John Scrimger, minister at

K'mgboni. There was a godiy woman under his charge,

called- , who ft-lisick of a very lingering sickness,

and v.as all the while assaulted with strong temptations, ap-

prehending she was a cast away, (yet had she not only giv-

en ground for cliarity, but her christian conversation for a

longtime had put the reality of the grace of God in her
beyond debate with the more discerning who knew her)

Mr. Scrimger oiitn visited her, while in this deep exercise,

conferred with her, prayed over lier ; but her trouble re^

mained notwithstanding, and the terrors ofOoD still lodg-

ed with her. When she drew near her dissolution, stic

])ecame Vv'orse both in body and spirit ; and sent for Mr.
Scnmger, who at that time took two of his elders with

him, and in their presence first endeavoured to comfort
her by exhortation and conference, then he prayed, and
seeing her the nearer her end seemingly the worse, he
made sornc of the elders to pray; and again he himself
prayed. But Satan still raged the more, and her soul the

more removed from peace. Then he sat in a muse a little

space, and said, What is this I our laying before her

groimds of comfort will not do it, conference will not do it,

prayer will not do it, we must use another remedy. Sure
I am, diis is a daughter of Abraham ; sure I am, I am the

elder; sure J am, she ha.th sen/ for nie. And therefore in

name ofGod i he Father of our Lord Jesus Christy who sent

him to redeem sinners ; in name of Jesus Christy who obey-

ed the Father, and cam.e to save us ; in name ofthe holy and
blessed Spirit^ our quickener and sanctifier, 1 the elder com-

maiid thee a daughter of Abr^hdiva to be loosed from these

bonds. And imimeciiately peace and joy succeeded.

An example it is of God's power in that time, to make
ourhair stand, at the force of faith and boldness of spirit

,

rather than to be imitated by such as wanting tlie ancient

holiness would rather have a spirit for miracles, than for

salvation.

IV. I shall here insert some special and edifying re-

marks of the life of that great and worthy servant of Jesus

Christ, Islr. Robert Blair, (well known to this church, it

being but a few years since his death) who v/as deservedly

numbered among the first of those great and wortliy instru-

ments, whom the Lord raised up amongst us for carrying

on the late blessed reform.ation. Some of which I knew
from himself (though from much humble modesty he too

much in these things concealed himself, and shunned the
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setting down thereof under his ov^n hand, whereto he was
much pressed) but the most ofthem I had from one of lii-i

bpe-ciai intimate friends, and a grave and eminent minister
of this church.

In his younger years, it was known how much h<t outrun
others in his studies, and gave those who knew him ground-
to hope, what after was seen ; the Lord was pleased to
call him by the ministry of famous Trochiig^ in whose
hand (these were his own words/did the Lord put the key
that fu-st opened his heart. Upon his first coming forth to
preach, he by a remarkable providence had master Bruce\,
whom you have formerly mentioned, to be his hearer ; and
as I heard himself declare, it was his desire to have the
judgment of so great a man upon his discourse ; whose
censure, he said,, he woukl never forget, it had been so
much blessed. Which was this, / found (sailh he) your
sermon uery polishedand digested (which was indeed easy
to one of his parts) but there is one thing I did miss in it, to

wit^thep^'inX. of God ; Ifound not that. This grave Mr.
Bluir did often speak to others, which then took a deep
impression upon himself, and helped him to see it was
something else to be a minister of Jesus Christ, than to be
a knowing and eloquent preacher. He was- for divers years
regent in the college of Giasgo%u ; where he made it Ins,

work, to train up those under his charge in the study oi'

^or//irt^5j, aswell as of human learning : but by reason of
the prejudice of some who had power in that place, he
could not long stay. One passage whilst he was there,

1 did hear him relate : upon the report of some sinfu!
oath to be pressed upon the masters of the college, he in-
quired at a fellow regent of his, Mr Gcmin Forsyth, what
he would do in that matter ? whose answer was. By my
faith I must live. To whom Mr. j5/rtf> said, &>, I nvill

not swear by my faith y as you do; but truly I intend to liiie

by my faith. Ton may choose your own way ; but I wilt
adventure on the Lord. That wretched man did continue,
to whom the matter of an oath was a small thing, after he
was gone : but which is worthy of a remark, many years
after, Mr. Forsyth fell into such poverty, as forced his sup-
plicating of the general assembly of the church for some
relief, where worthy Mr. Blair vv'as then made choice of to
preside as moderator, and upon his appearance in tliat

deplorable case could not shun the observing cf that for.
nier passage, and upon his address to him in private put
hiiri in mind thereof, though with great tenderness, ns he
said, not in the lea5>t to upbraid him in his lov/ cmdition
,but to let him see that he had betn truly carried thront-i

by Ins faithj at wlach be formerly had GcolFed.
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After his being put from the college, he went to visit -his

brother, them minister at Dumbarton, and conf^sstd that

by the way he could not forbear singing, ixom. joy in the
Remembrance of God's being with him, and helping him to

be instrumental in the good of thu youth, who had been un-
der his inspection. He went after to Ireland, having re-

ceived a call from Bangor ; and upon the sight of land, his
heart was so immediately made to exult within him for

joy, that (as he said) he could scarce bear the same.
Whilst lie came near Bangor^ he had a strong impression
borne in upon him, that the dean of Bangor was sick unto
£/(?j^/6 and should rise no more ; which at first he rejected^

as an impertinent suggestion ; but going further on his

way, it was with such power impressed upon his spirit, as
forced him to take notice of it. When he came to the
place, he found, the dean was indeed lying sick, and though
a most naughty man, made him not only welcome upon
his visit, but encouraged him to hold on in liis way, and
told him he was to succeed him in that change ; yea, he
spoke so unlike himself, and in a strain so different from
v/hat was usual unto him, that a gentlewoman standing by
€aidto some others, an angel is speaking out of the dean's
bed to Mr. Blair ; thinking it could not be such a man.
He had been once troubled with an appearing of the

devil, whilst he was a regent in the college ; who, like a
crooked boy that waited on him, stood up and laughed
him in the face, whilst he was serious in his chamber, and
immediately disappeared ; but after, whilst he was at Ban-
gor^ there was one in that parish, who went to Scotland
with horses to sell, and at a fair he met with a man who
at once was willing to buy them all ; but pretending he
had not all that money at present, gave him bond until

Mertimess : the poor man having no suspicion, returns
;

and near that time, going homeward from Bangor one
tiight, his merchant meets him, who was the devil: now
said he, you knov/ my bargain, how I bought you at such
a place, and I am come as I promised, to pay you the

price. Bought me, said the other trembling, you bought
but my horses ; nay, says the devil, I will let you know I

bought yourself, and to the poor man confounded with fear,

isaid, he must either kill some body, and the more excel-
lent the person were, the better it \vould be for him : else

he would not ^rtQ him, and particularly charged him to kill

Mr. Blair. Ti"iC man overcome with terror, and through
the violence of that temptation, determined the thing, and
went to Mr. Blair's house v.-lth a dagger in his right hand,
hid beneatli his cloak, cind tliough much confounded, was
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moving to get it out ; but after Mr, Blair's speaking to

him, the poor man fell a trembling so extremely, that upon
a further inquiry he freely declared for what end he v/as

come, and told he had laboured to draw out his dagger^

but it would not come from the scabbard, though he knew
not what hindered it ; for then, "when he essayed to draw it

forth again, it came out with much ease. Master ^/cfr
blessing the Lord, exhorted him to choose him for his ref.

uge. He was after threatened and much terrified by the
devil , but nothing mure followed.
- After some time in the ministry at Bangor, he with otlii-

ers of his worthy brethren was silenced by the bishop ; anci

as he told himself, was in the church when the bishops (one
EcklineJ did himself intimate the sentence. Upon whicl;,

Mr. Blair rose up publicly in the congregation, and with
great authority did cite the bishop to appear before the tri-

Hbunal of Jesus Christ, to answer for what he was doing,
contrary to his own hght and conscience, against those
iA'hom he knew to be faithful ministers of the gospel;
'Whereupon the man was so astonished, that he immediate^
ly cried out, I appeal from the tribunal of the justice of
God to the throne of his mercy ! To whom Mr. Blair re.^

plies ; Sir, your appeal is rejected ; for you-know, what
you are doing is directly against your conscience, whicii
hath made you bear witness to us as the servants of Jesus
Christ. A few months after, the bishop fell sick ; and the
physicians inquiring about his case, he only could sa\',

My conscience ! and so died.
' Whilst under restraint, he was by his brethren sent to

England^ to deal with the king for their liberty. When
he was on the road, he was taken with a mighty fit of tlie

stone, which made him lie upon his horse's neck, not be-
ing able to hold up his back ; which much disquieted him,
as being a probable let upon such an important business.

And in this posture he turned to the Lord in prayer ; but
immediately after, essaying if he could possibly lift up l^ii

back, he found to his astonishment, his tormenting pain
quite gone, and perfect ease, nor did it recur to him for

two years after. A few days after, in the same journey,
his horse fell very lame ; which did in some measure trou-

ble him, having no convenient access to provide himself of
another : and even upon this, did address to the Lord by
prayer, that in such a strait he might be helped, which he
graciously condescended to do, so that the horse was to
his amazement healed, and without the least halt did carry
l;jm. to London,

s s-
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Whilst he M'as there, he did essay .what he could \o

accomplish his business, but could have no access to the

king ; yea, some who were his friends at court, after trial

assured him, he had no ground to hope in that mattery
yet he resolved to continue, and roll the lousiness over on
the Lord, for whose service he was only importuning an
(Open door. And one day^ having g;one to Greemvich,
where the court tlien was, being wearied with waiting with-

out access, he retired into the park to pray, w here after

much wresling with the Lord, be was in a more than
ordinary way brought near, and had so clear a return, that he
could not withstand the assufance he got, that his way
should be successful : but the api>eafance thereof in an or-

dinary way being so small, pressed him to adventure hum-
bly the asking of a sign from the Lord ; and immediately
after there being a considerable voind that blew hard an(i

made a noise among the bulrushes that grew there, so great

a ealm did presently follow, that not the least platu of the

ground did any ways move or stir. He went thence to

London, and within a few days in a most strange way had
his petition presented to the king, and accepted : yea, iri

St. James'' park was particularly called for, where the king^

with his own hand did not only sign it, but wrote these

words in the margin, which he directed to the deputy, In-

dulge the education ofthese ministers, for they are Scotch-

men.
Wlien lie was in England, he had a strange discovery of

his wife (an excellent gentlewoman) her dying, and that she
was lying in such a i)ed, and a christian friend of his par-

ticular acquaintance beside her. When he came home,
he found his wife in health ; but a little after, she fell sick

and died in that same bed, with that friend sitting by her,

and with all those particular circumstances. These are

but a few of many great and remarkable passages in that

excellent man^s life, who was himself as great an observer

( * providence, as any in the age he lived in ; and this he
had notably verified in himself, which was an usual saying

of his to otiiers, Obser-Ttable things do folloiv them who are
given to okserisation.

V. This seems an eminent instance of the providence of
God, and \vorthy to be on record, that concerns the laird

of i^,7///j, of n known and ancient family in this countr.v,

who in the.begitming of tlie reformation was a professed

papisf : but the Lord directing that great servant of his,

Mr. JVishart, orie night very late to his house, who after

some repulse from a servant got access to this gentleman,

:md ti)Id him, He was come with the oftlr of the gospel of
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Christ to him, and his family, if he ^ would receive it;

which was in that manner backed with the authority of

God, and his power on that gentleman's conscience, that

he most kindly received Mr. fVisharty and told him, His
offer was welcome. And a little after, this visit was made
so successful, upon Mr. IVisharfs instructing him and his

family in the truth, that they publicly professed the same,
and this worthy gentleman evidtnced his being truly taken

by the heart. But sometime after, upon a snare laid for

him by cardinal Beaton^ he was seized upon in the laird of

Grangers house, and ihence carried prisoner to the castle

of Edinburgh^ and so hotly pursued by this WTetched
man's rage, who then was in his greatest power, that in a

short time he was sentenced to die : his lady^s being over-

whelmed with grief, upon her husband's suffei ing and the

forfeiture of that estate, having five sons, besides some
daughters, to provide, did inove him. Bat as osic then

much with God, he with much confidence told her, having

gotten this assurance from that God for whom he suffered,

concerning his house and posterity, that she iiad no cause
to be troubled : for, as to her outward case, she should yet

live to see the youngest of her sons in a better condition

than he had been himself. Which most clearly fell out,

and is \vell known to many in this time : his second son
went to France, was there raised to great honour, and up.^

on his returning home, purchased a considerable estate, and
was made Lord Mchin ; and which calls for a remark,
bought a part of the cardbud^s estate, the then great instru-

ment of the present ruin of his house, which continues to

this day. His r/^z/Y/ son was lord Tb/iP^/jW, as oneof the

jiidges of tlie session ; and another of them lainl of Ilalbill;
but, which was most strange, the French king, (it seems
moved from the great respect he had, to that wortliy gcn>

tleman Sir Robert Mcknn, the second son formerly nien.

tioned) did, upon some treaty with Scotland, press anri pro
:cure the taking off the forfeiture of that estate c^f Faith,

whereby the ekksi son was also restored. And it is known
to this day, in what a measure the Loixl luith graciously

.witnessed his respect to that house and family, nhich now
is enjoyed by vny lord Melvin, who, a-i he is by a coniinu

ed succession the descent of that worthy gentleman, uho
thussuitcred for the trufJi, so it is hoped he shall be foimd
walking in the steps of his truly renowned ancestors, who
nvalked with God, and adhered to his truth, while forsaken

and persecuit ch

VI. I shall rnciuion, among these Idtc instances, a nota-

ble passage of uu cjicellcat nun, and dt.s.jrvediy of great
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repute in his time among the first restorers of the, gospct":

and of learning in France^ after the reformation, which
grave and famous J?z^(?/ sets down in a letter of his to his

brother, and is since his death printed in the French
tongue ; which relation I shall give to those who have not

access to that book ; it is this. James Faber, native of a

steeple in Piccardy^ a most faithful and eminent minister

of the gospel there, did in the persecution of that time flee

with others, and for security retired to the queen of Na^
'aarre, then in Albretm Gascoine, who had him in highes>

teem : on a certain day, the queen did advertise him, she

purposed to come and dine at his house, and for that end
did invite some learned men, in whose conference she took

much delight : at dinner Fabcr became exceedingly sad»

and now and then fell out in bitter weeping ; at which the

queen complained, and inquiring the cause, why he weep-

ed whilst she had come to be merry with him, he in the

end said, Most serene queen, how can 1 be glad, or make
others glad, who am as wicked a man as the earth bears !

and what is that wickedness, says she, you have commit-
ted, who are known from your youth to have lived so ho.

ly ? He- answered, I am now the age of an hundred years,

free from the touch of any woman, and remember not that

I have committed what would burthen my conscience, or

make me afraid to leave the world ; except one sin, for

which I am assured propitiation is possible. And as she

pressed him to tell it, whilst he could scarce speak for abun-

dance of tears, he said, How can I stand before the throne of

God? whohavingtaughtothersinpurityandslnceritytheho-

ly evangel ofthe Son of God, many ofwhom having followed

my doctrine, have constantly suffered a thousand torments,

and death itself, and in the mean time I, an iinconstant doc-

tor, did flee ; and thougli I had lived long enough, and

should not have feared death, but rather desired it, did yet

withdraw, and thus cowardly transgressed the command
of my God ! Whereupon the queen, as she was most elo-

quent, did by reason and example shew him, this had be-

fallen others of the holy servants of God : and others there

also, did add such considerations, as that he became more
cheerful, and said, there remains nothing, but that I go

from hence to God, and after I have now made my testa-

ment^ I have that impression, I must delay no longer,

knowing the Lord callsfor me. After he fixrd his eyes

on the queen, and says. Madam, I make you my heir

:

and to your preacher, Gerard, I leave my books ; and my
cjoaths, and other things I have, I leave to the poor.

Whereupon the queen smiling, asked, What then Mr,
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/"j^ifr, shall I have ? The care, said he, madam, to dis-

tribute this to the poor. It is well, said she ; I solemnly
profess, this legacy is more acceptable to me, than if the
king, my brother, had named me his heir. Thereafter
they saw him more joyful ; then he said, I have need of
some rest, be you merry and joyful, and in the mean time
adieu ; and having spoke this, he turned him over on a bed
that was near ; where, as they judged, he lay sleeping, but
was indtcdfallen asleep in the Lord, without the least sign
of a previous indisposition ; for when they were about t©

awake him, they found him to their admiration dead. Such
was the end of this personage indubitably holy, which the
qireen o^ Na'oarre.^id herself relate to the elector Freder^
f<:/tthe second of Palatine, when he was sick at Paris, in
his return from Spain, from the eiT4x;ror Charles the fifth,- :

and it was communicated by a worthy gentleman Mitbertiis. -

Thomas, a counsellor of the said Frederick''s, who was

-

present at this relation of the queen's,, iroQj whom Jiiw$-^^
had it written by himself. t

,-: •. >;;..-, —.-'v -,
.^,fCt^

VII. I shall subjoin two passages v/orthy of observation,-^
which concern a grave and eminently godly minister in the-t
church oi Ireland, Mr. Andrevj Steward, minister at Duna-.l
gor, which, Ctogethtr with some of these other remarkable^ >
instances here mentioned) were transmitted unto me from^ ^^

his worthy son, Mr. Andrew Steward, minister of Dona^^
chade f who both knew the certainty of them, and wasP-

•"

himself also a great observer of such confirmations of the: ^••

triith : whom I cannot mention without sorrow at the re---
membrance of the late removal ofso eminent and useful 4r>
minister of Jesus Christ.

'ThQ first is an instance and evidence of the power and^^'ir

prevalency of pr^y^r with God. On a Monday after i^u-

communion where a great multitude being gathered, and>-*

these of the choicest of that country, whilst as a shepherd^-]}.

he w'iXSfeeding hisfleck in a large place, (for the numer*-

.

ousness of the hearers imposed a necessity upon him to^
,,

preach in the field) an horrid black cloud, and fearful to;

'

look on, hanged directly over their head, which to all pres*
cnt threatened a strange pouring down of rain, whereby the
exercise would have been interrupted : yea, some drops
were begun to fall ; but Mr. Steward, then at great advan.,
tage in his own spirit as to nearness with Gt)D, begged-

j

their leave to retire a little from the place, and went to^
,(

another part for prayer, and while he prayed, it was ob^
servably seen, that the cloud did remove half a mile off on
the south hand, and there fell down in such a mighty rain,-

that albeit it was the heat of sunnuner, the brooks so swell^rf
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cdj that some coming: too late to sermon could not li^ve.

passage over ; but where they were gathered, there mus
not one drop more. So that lie went onwith a tall gale to
the clc^^seofdie woik^ to the no smsll advantage and convic-
tion of his hearers.

' The ?7ext concerns his death. Bfinq called to the buri-

.

al of that excellent man of God, Mr. Jasiah Welsh, son of
that great man formerly mentioned, who was hisnei^h'-DoUs'

iTilnister, he stood sometime at the grave, as a sad observ-
er of suc)i a thing, and to some who were by, said, IV^ho

hwius who will be next ? Bat none answering, lie said to
them, Iknow ! and thus turned away, and went home to

Dunagor on foot, and entering into the church did bolt the
doors, where he' tarried some two hout 3 ; and after, going
to his house, he fell asleep on his bed with an excess of
grief, whence lie never in healdi rose again, but was buri-
ed that day month. When his wife returned, v.'hom he
isad left with Mr- Welshes widow, she inquired, what he
l)ad been doing ? to whom he said, I have been taking my
leave of the church o^ JDfinagor ; and 1 was there taking
timber and stones to witness, that in my short time I had
labaured to be faithful, and that according' to my light 1

} jave reiieakd the vjhok c ntnsd of God to t he peopl' •• (How
great a testimony of the conscience was this !) After foiir-

teeia nights lying, Mr. Ridge, a choice English minister
there, came to visit him, and said, I hope, sir, you do not
now rue that j-e have been faithful. He ansvv*ered» laie
Tiothing, but that I was too long in beginning (he meant his

resisting, for several years, a call to the ministry, toWhich
he had been much pressed) and 1 will tell you a strange'

thing which hath helped me to be faithful. These last sc*v-

en years tliere hath not one day passed me, without
thoughts oideath, and renewed submission to it ; yea, this

made me neglect my body, which should have served the-'

Lord, as if it hoth been mire in the street ; which now
tronbleth me. That night when he died, several godly-
and grave christians were with him ; where for a long time
he fell in a deep silence ; Avhich ended with heavy groan-
ings often i-eiterated : at last a christian tliere desired to

know what troubled him ? but he refused to tell. At last

being urged he said, I shall tell you, my hair stands, to be-

hold what I see coming on these lands. (This was in tht;

year 1634.) And being further pressed, he said, the blood'j

ivarso^Germamj shall never be balaneed with the wars of
these three kingdoms. What do you speak, sir ! said one
of the company. To whom he ans\vered, 77;*? d. ndbod'es

ofmany thousands ^ who this day despise the glorious gospel
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shall lie tipon the earth as dung unburied. And vvhUst ask-

ed, what then shall become of us and our posterity 't he
lifted up his voice, and said, He that is for the sivard, to

the sword ; he thai is for capii'uity^ to capiii)itrj : and he

that isforfamine^ iofannne ; and God shall be woenged on^

these lands. And whilst one said, Is theni no remedy ?

he cried thiice,.iVo remedy-, no remedy^ 7io remedy ! then

he held his peace a little, and said, / tell you "what must be :

the broken co'dcnani 6^ Scotland nmst be renewed ; thefor •,

maliiy of Ireland must be purged : the prodigality rfEng-
land remo'bcd ; and the sons c/'Saul must be huiig tip before-

the sun. By \vhich last word, none knew what he meant.
Some of his own parish being present, asked. What he
would say to them'? to whom he replied, Wo to thee, Du,- •

nagor ! for the nettles and the long grass shall be in greater-^

phnty in thee, than e'cer were people to bear the word of•:^

God. This the forementioned relater said, he was a wit- -

ness to three years together after the late rebellion. They
asked, if he would have his children ? he said, ^^o, he had
dojie 'with them. And whilst they mentioned one k>i his'

daughters, he desired to be forcborne, and said, She should

see glorious days after all this I and thtnt^kf^s his wife by
the hand, (who iiaving but a fourth night lien in of child\

crept out of the bed to get and give a long farewel : to whom: -

he said, TT^OM hast in faithfulness suferedmany -things ^

with me in ?ny pilgrimage, and now wherewith shall Icom- •

fort thee, my lo^oe ! (think, that he left her with four chil- i

dren, much debt contracted whilst he resisted a call to the
ministry, rnd but 30 shillings sterling then to do all with) -

A father to the fatherless, a judge to the widow, is God in \

his holy habitation. As God is God, thou shah neijer-':

want, nor none of thine : but in all the sad days that are "

coming, you shall be a wonder of mercy in cvenj place
whither you are carried^ and not a hair of your head shall

fall. Which was to the conviction and edification of ma-
ny fully accomplished ; which the forementioned rclater .

docs himself also attest, though with much humble modes-.:':

ty, because of his near relation. •'

VIII. This passage also I must instance, of a remarka-
ble providence to a grave and to this day famous christiaji

in our country, John Steward, provost of ^'fi/r ; who from
Ills very young years did witness a respect to godliness.

He had a considerable estate left him by his father ; but
having so great a weight and impression on his spirit, of
the distress and straitened condition of many good pecjplc

whom he knew in the country, and love to Jesus Christ
and his truth having got the command over hiir* and all his
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interests, he did deliberately call them (as he had acceas)

together in Edinburgh^ and having spent some time in

prayer, took their solemn promise, not to reveal while he
Jived, what lie was going to do ; he said, he knew in what
straits many ofthem were, to hold up the credit oi the pro-

fession, and therefore he had brought a little money to lend
each ofthem ; yet so as they should never offer to repay it^

till he required the same. This was not known until hia

death, that some of these found themselves obliged to malce
it known. Some time after he had bestowed this moncy-
the plague having been sore in Aire^ and tmde much de-
cayed, he himself fell under some straits, and some of the
profane in that place began to make it their boast that re-'

iigion had made him poor^ and his giving much to others
like a fool had made him now want himself : the profession

and the credit of it, was always this godly man's darling,

which made him quit the country at that time ; and bor.
rowing a little money, he went over to France^ that he
might the better conceal his strait. When he came to R9»
fbel, the salt and other conmiodities were become exceed-
ing cheap, because thure had been no trading of a long
time, on which he adventured to freight a ship, and load
her upon credit ; he himseli came over the nearest to Eng-^
fand, and thence to Aire, with expectation of the ship's re*

turn.
^
But after long waiting he was informed for certain»

that his ship was taken by the Turks ; which became mat-
ter of great exercise to him, (not because he knew not bouif

to be abased, as well as hoii) to abound ; btit fearing lest the
mouths of wicked men might so much the more on this

occasion be opened to reproach the profession) that for ma-
ny days he kept his chamber. At last a maid, who had
heard amongst the people, that John Steward^s ship was
arrived in the road, came running, and cried at the door,

that his ship was come : but he being at prayer, could not
be moved from his Master's company, till he was satisfied,

and then went forth and saw it was a truth. But as a fur-

ther ground of present exercise to him, a,worthy christian

and great intimate of his, jfohii Kennedy, who for joy had
gons forth in a small boat to the ship, was by the sudden
falling down of a storm carried by the ship, and in th«

judgmeiit of all that looked on, he and the boat were swal-

lowed up ; 3ea, the storm increased at that rate, that they

fiarcd the loss of the ship also : which did so deeply aftect

this gracious man, that for three days he could be seen by
r.oju', un; ler the weiglit of such a trial. But at last, having

gone forth to visit the widov.'- (as then supposed) whilst v.-jth

that family they were mutually mniesKJag grief, John Ken-
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^dij Immediately cofnes in ; who had not been cast away,
but by a strange providence the boat had been driven a far

way to another place of the coast. Here, at once many
mercies did meet ; he vended the commodities of the ship,

which having paid all his debtj returned him twenty thou-
^nd marks more to himself. Thus was that bready cast

upon the waters y and to appearance lost, after many clays

returned: and this witnessed, that ^y liberal devices, tm
liberal man doth stand. I must add a word upon the death

ofthis worthy man.
^
Whilst then his friends came to see

him, he oft used this word. Be humble. And about his

own case, he said, / go the way of all fl^sb ; and it mat/

be some ofyou doubt nothing ofmy ivellbeing ; yea, I testis

fy, that except when I slept, or was on business, I was not

these ten years without thoughts of God, so long as I could

be in going from w.y house to the cross ; and yet I doubt

fnyself, andam in great agony , yea, at the brink ofdespair^
But a day or two before he died, he turned his face to tho

wall, from company, for two hours : and then Mr. John
Fergiison came in, a great and godly minister of that place,

who asked what he was doing ? upon which he turned

himself, with these words, Iha've beenfighting,andworking
cut my Salvation with fear and tre?7ibli?ig ; and now I bless

God, it is perfected^ sealed, confirmed ; and allfears are

gone !

It is a memorable instance, known yet to many in the

tiOxi\\oi Ireland, of a choice and godly gentle-woman, when
tlie rebellion brake out there, who fed with some other

persons with her and three children, one of them upon the
breast: they had not gone far before they were stripped

naked by the Irish, who to admiration spared their lives

(it is like, thinking that the cold and hunger would kill

them.) Afterwards going on, at the foot of a river which
runs into Locheach, others met them, and would have
them cast into the river. But this godly woman not dis-.

mayed, asked a little liberty to pray ; and as she lay naked
on the frozen ground, got resolution, not to go on her own
feet to such an unjust death : upon which having called

her, and she refusing, was dragged by the heels along that

rugged way to be cast in, with the rest of her company.
But she then turned, and on her knees says, Tou should f I
ifm sureJ be christians, and men I see you are J In taking

away our miserable lives, you do us a pleasure : but know,
(hat as we never wronged you, nor yours, you must remem-
ber die also yourselves, and one day give an account of
this cruelty , to theJudge ofheaven and earth. On vvhicji

an Irish priest then present* said, Let us not take their
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lives ; but we will put them into this island of the lakc; A
boat being at the river, all the eight naked and withoat
meat are turned into that island : where, after four days
staying, some of the company died for hunger and cold ;.

feu I not this woman, or, any of her children, for she Ihed
byfaith, upon the ivord of God, and not by bread only. A
day after, the two boys liaving crept aside, found tiie hide
of a beast, which had been killed, at the root of a tree,
which the motlier and they endeavoured to get cast over
them, then lying upon the snow. The next day a little

boat goes by, unto whom she calls, for God's sake to take
her in ; but they being /m/6, would not. She desired a,

Htde bread : they said, they had none. Then she begs a
coal of fire, which she obtained : for she had seen smokc
m the boat. x\nd thus with some fallen chips made a little

fire ; and the boys taking a piece of the hide, laid it on the

coals, and began to gnaw the leather ; but without an ex.
tra-ordinary divine support what could this do ? Thus they
lived ten days without any visible means of help ; and that

good woman professed, it was by faith and joy in God,
that she did live ; nor had she any bread, but ice or snow ;

nor drink, except water ; but she thought, God put more
substance into it, and found it as it were clammy. The
next day a boat carried her out, to the side of the Band
water ; where she had yet been lost, but that she could
not bear to see her children die in her sight ; and thouglr

the two boys were young, and so starved, that they had no
strength, she pressed them to go out of her sight, under
pretence of their seeking some fire, and bid them bend
their ftice to such a quarter, where in that desolate country
she knew they could have no fire ; yet in such an extreme
left room for God to work their safety. The poor children

were not able, and had not gone far before they saw two or

three great dogs, eating a man who had been killed ; the

children were afraid at the sight of the dogs (who needed
not fear any tiling, but to live in such a condition) and one
of them came running and leaping upon one of the chil-

dren without doing him the least hurt, but iawned on
them, and avouIc! run a little before, and then tarry till the

c'^rU'rcn came up, and so led them on to a house where
smoke appeared, which was an Irishman's, piotected by
t'lc l^nglisli in Autriim, by M'hose means they were mar-
vellously preserved, and the mother sent for and succoured

by a partv from Antnnn. 1 would shut this passage up
\\vM something truly obstrvabVe about this gentlewoman's

husband: who was a sweet humoured gentleman, anil

'godly, and one who used to frequent that famous Friday's
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meeting at Antrum before that rebellion brake out ; but';

being ensnared by some Arminians then in the bounds/
:he worthy ministers in that place, after some pains taken
on him, could not prevail. Mr. Blair being there, had
ttiis word to a friend, who told it to a godly minister in

that place, from whom 1 had this passage, I avj ofopinion^
thai this gentieman shall cither turn penitent, or mad, bC'

fore mamj clays. Which fell out, for he fell so furiously
mad, that they were driven to the necessity ofbinding him

;

and thus for a year continued, theu^^h with some more^j-"'
her intervals, and then would bcivail his case. At the en(t^

of the year, being very furious, he \^as taught of the devil^-

[but by an over reaching providence of God] to feign hini-i^

self sober, and entreated his wife to be rid of tlie manacles,:'

which Avas done ; and at tiie break of day rising,, he took
the coverlet ofthe bed about him, and wt-nt with resolution
to clrown himself in the river : but when he ^^•as zt iVi&

brink thereof, had this suggested to him, He was a fool to'

firowii the covering, for it might be useful, which made
him go a little back, and lay it down at the root of a tree,'

and then with full resolution went to throw himself in ; but
this was suggested to him again at the very brink. Were it

liot best to pray, before I die ? On which he turned a little,

:\m\ falls down to prayer ; but ere he had done, his wit ancl

judgment was returned, widi peace of conscience, and as-
surance of pardon, in as large measure ase\'er he enjoyed
•:hese in his life ; and thus he returned in a sober frame t<5

the astonishment of his wife. - -:;

IX. There is a strange passage of judgment, that
amongst the memorable things of the providence of God,
I think worthy of inserting ; it concerns a nobleman in our
own country (whose name, with respect to his house, X
forbear to mention) \\ho for many years by blood and cru-
elty and oppression made himself a terror in that place of
the country where he li\Td. One day his second son,

who after succeeded to that house, by tlie death of his

brother, found a letter seakd and directed to his ftither,

bearing ihe style of his house, and without any suspicion
whence it came, carried it up to his chamber ; which that

lord breaking open, found it of a strange style ; for it had
these words, / summon you, — to appear before the-

tribunal of God, and there ansiverfor your murders, op-i'-

pressions, 'is'c. Subseribitur Diabolus. Upon wliich,

he being enraged, drew his sword, to have run his son
through, supposing it a contrived business by him ; but he
escaped, and was forced for many months to w ithdraw
from the house. However, upon the intercession of
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friends, bis father did condescend to admit liim again;
but that very day, whilst they were met on this account,
ttiat npbleman vvashing his hands iahis bed chamber (and

qne of his servants by> a letter from the roof of that cham-.
hqr drops down upon his hands, sealed and directed as bcn

iqje, which being opened, jhad the very same words of the

former letter, with that dreadful subscription, Diabolus.
After which, by immediate stroke of the Lord's hand, he
vyas struck with a remarkable infatuation, and such an hor-

ror and fear upon his conscience, that upon the appearance
qfthe least boy he would have fled, and with howling sought
to have sheltered himself under a bed, and in this case

shortly died ; having been made a /<?/v or to hmself, and
the meanest person able to quash him, who made it his

work to be terrible to others in his life. This (far from re-,

fleeting upon the house or family) with respect to the hold-

ing forth the holy and righteous judgment of the Lord, I

could not omit to insert the same, after some safe warrant

as to the certainty thereof, from those 1 had ground tq

believe. /
' ^..

Seventh witness to this truth, that the Lc«"d hath in so
solemn and extraordinary a way appeai'ed for his church in

these last times, is this ; Tho^e great and tuar-vellous prov^

idences fwhich ive may call Magnalia Dei) by which he

hath witnessed his truths and confirmed the same^ since the

breaking out of the gospel in this late raising of the church

from antichrist. For we may truly say, there hath not

wanted a visible attestation from heaven, and a convincing
testimony by some great works of the Lord, to his truth,

as well as in the primitive times of the church. :.

We do here understand by such providences, those

wherein man cannot but see something abome nature and
natural causes, yea, above the ordinary way of the Lord^s
'w.orking^ which do evidently witness his great and imme-
diate hand ; some whereof have been so wonderful, which
can be instanced in these late times, as might truly be calU

ed miracles. It is true, this is not the Lord's usual way,
neither maketh he use ofsuch a solemn testimony, but on
fecial and vv'cighty grounds ; when the necessity of the

- chnrch calleth for it ; whilst he is about some extraordinar

ry piece ofwork ; or when the gospel comedi first to a
land that hath been long overspread with darkness ; when
ordinary means of conviction are wanting ; oi- in times of
great opposition, when the commission of his servants^

needeth some ejitraordinary seal ; in such a time* as that of

Ahab's, when the people are made to halt betwixt truth,

^v^ a false \Y^y.. Thus we find, the Lord did confirm tlie
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/fr^; breaking out of the gospel, and make use of such a

mean to spread the christian church through the world;

and should this seem strange, that in so great a change erf

the church's case now in the latter days, \vhen he was to

raise her up, after so long a ruin and desolation, vvh iltan-

tichristianism so many ages had overspread the face of the,

world, that he should thus appear, and give some signai

demonstration of his power in behalf of his people, such
as we have seen with our eyes, and our fathers did tell us 1

; it is not miracles, or any extraordinary providence, on
tvhich men bhould resolve their faitb : nor do we here

mention these, for laying stress thereon in believing thfe

truth. No, the Protestant doctrine and cause doth lean 0*1

a. stronger ground : it can with confidence appeal the ad-

versary to the scrip turcy those divine records, which they

do not pretend to deny. Tliis, even this is the reason of
our hope^ which we offer to all that ask for the same ; ancl

there let the God of truth, who hath revealed his will and
answers men by the written word, be judge ; and we shall

demand no greater advantage or justice at the hand of our
enemies. We know, miracles cannot authorize a lie, or

be a seal to any thing repugnant to the scripture. And
truly those lying wonders^ which have been so frequent in

the world, which the apostle doth foretell, that such an en-
gine the devil will make use of, to turn men aside from the
truth, besides other marks of their falsehood, they have
this one most discernible, that they are the support arid

warrant of that which cannot stand with the ivord : and
thence are the popish miracles made use of, to confirm such
tenets

J
which of all their dpctrine do most directly contra-

dict the scripture, as the merit of works, purgatory, pray,

ing for the clead, &c. But as we will not boast of such, as
the authority or proof of our doctrine ; so we judge it a
grave and concerning duty, to observe the ivondroiis works
ofthe Lord in our times ; yea, to make a diligent search
therein, that we may tell posterity some of these great
acts ofour Gori, for his church, in bringing her again from
^ahei.

I would desire to be very tender and cautious upon such
a subject : for I judge it horrid divinity, to make a lie for
God. It is not the truth, but a false way which requireth
such a help. And truly as to these following instances
(which are but a few of many that might be brought* if

there were more serious inquiry) I dare attest the Lord,
the great \vitness, that I have not knowingly set down here
anything false ; yea, not without some diligent search, a^
satisfying grounds about the certainty thereof. I judge it
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not necesisarj', to repeafthose which are so known already
to the workl from public rt cords : and therefore shall but.

briefly point atsome of these, and add a few more particu-
lar instances of this kind, which I may with some confi-

dence bring to the light, from clear evidences of the truth
thereof.

I shall first mention that solemn testimony of Mr. Bay-
nam in queen Mary^s time, who in the midst of the lire,

whilst his body was all in a flame, his arms and legs half
burnt, cried out to bystanders, /5 papists, ye lojk after mir-
acles : Id ! here is 07ie.' Iam Jiow bunihi^ in thisfre, but

feel no more pain, than if I-ivcre in a bed of roses. O must
not this be called a miniclc, and an extraordinary seal from
die Lord to his truth t wherein tlie world should consider,

this was the testimony of one, who was upon the borders of
eternity what he did declare before a f5reat multitude ; at-

tested by yiv. ^Fox, that holy servant of Christ, who in

things of that kind so extraordinary was most cautious, and
did much search out the truth arid certainty of what he
sets down, and by him was published, whilst many of that

time who might have been present, were alive
;
yea, it is

^

the more remarkable, the sharp C(>mbat that this martyr
had through the terror of the fire a little before his death,

fearing he should never be able to endure the same.
^

^

What a remarkable provi'lence was that at a town in the

Low Countries, whilst some of the saints were put to

death by the popish party, and arnong these one Michael
Bomboutius, a deacon of the reforn^ied church ? Wnilst
>they were going to suiFer, about midday, the heavens be-

ing most clear, there came suddenly so great a darkness,

and so horrible and unusual a tempest, which was only in

that place and above that city discerned, that men were

generally shaken with fear, thinking there should be a pres-

ent dissolution of the world. Famous Voctius, m that

piece de signis, doth witness, that from divers there pres-

ent, even some ofthem popish, he had this related to him-

self: and as he sayeth, such a thing papists would have

with greatest observation published, as the very finger of
God, if they had the same occasion.

At a town Jlsa'm West Flanders, whilst a godly man
whom the inquisition there had pursued, was leading to the

stake, and was by the way singing psalms, the captain of

those who guarded him, >\as so enraged that he caused

presently his tongue to be plucked oiit by the rof^ts. But

lo ! a few months after, this wretched nvan hath a child

born with his tongue hanging out a grent way, which by

no means could be kept within his mouth ! This, doctor
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Hall being himself afterwards in that town, had shewed .

him from some who were most considerable there, as he.

sets down in his epistles.

Charles IX. of France, who was author of that horrid

massacre, where tiie blood of many thousand protestant^,

at Faris and other parts was shed, did a very little after die

in the strength of his years, by an extraordinary effusion of
blood from all passages of his body, that as Du Serrcs ^ud.
other French writers of that time do shew, he was made to

\vailow in his own blood before his death. O was not this-

the very Jinger of God, a most convincing stupendous.,

piece of his judgment ?
i^

Wiiat an extraordinary providence was that, which is>
attested by divers witnesses thereto, in the late bloody mas-;'

sacre of //d'/^W; a young woman, who by the Irish wasr.
stripped almost naked, and after by one of them threaten-

ed, that except she would give him her money, he would
forthwith run her through ; to which she gravely answer-
ed, / hioiv you cannot kill me y except God gi'oe you leave.

Whereupon he did three times with iiis s\\crd run a*^ her
naked body, but could not once pierce her skin ; w hich

did so confound this wretched man, that with a kind of
horror he went away, and ceased to trouble her further.

Did not God wonderfully apptar in the raising of the late

king oiSiveden, with that astonishing success, which did
attend him in breaking the power of the house o^ Austriay,

whilst they were at so great an height, and had thc^ir hands'-

liot reeking in the blood of the protestants through £ohe-
viiaj and other places o{Germany ! O but the Lord's hand
might be clearly seen in acting forth and fitting that party of_

the Swedes, for such a piece of his service, even in a more
than ordinary way ; who, like that he goat, mentioned vx_ [

Daniel, did come so swiftly, that they touched not the

ground, as it were ; but like a mighty torrent bare down
all before them.
The breaking of that great Spanish armado in the year

'88, which had been three years in contriving, did con^
vincingly \^ itness a divine hand opposing the same. And
how remarkable was that issue of all the counsels, ex-
pense, and cruelty, which Philip \\, had made use of to

bear down the rising of the gospel in the Netherlands /

Fcr it is notorious, that after many essays, the loss of an
100 millions of gold, with near 400,000 lives, the reckon-
ing of all his gain and purchase was only the loss of a con-
siderable part of these countries, and helping forward the

establishment of the United Provinces. And truly ue
must say the Lord did by his ^^reat and outstretched hand
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wonderfully appear in raising that commonwealth, Sothdt

they may date their flourishing in outward interest from
their owning of the interest of God. Religion did raise

them, and no people this day hath more cause, and are un-
der greater engagements, to be zealous for the truth, anCJ

defence of the protestant cause.

The breaking of that formidable league of the catholics,

in France, for rooting out the protestant religion there, was
very wonderful, how all their counsels and designs should
r.esolve in their own ruin ; so that the most ordinary look-

^s on could not but see a divine hand counteracting thfe

same. Daiiila^ though an adversary^ in setting down that

history, giveth a large account of this.

What a great appearance of the Lord's hand, yea, of ati

extraordinary providence, was there in the throwing down
ofthe popish images and altars, almost in one night, through
much of the Netherlands, which for so many hundred years

had been made use of for idolatry ? O did not Satan thus

fall as lightningfrom heaven! it being very evident, how
strange an impulse did carry out the people in this over all

difficulties or fear of hazard, what a wonderful consent and
agreement amongst places so remote, about one thing, and
almost at one time ; how quickly also was it executed
through these provinces, almost in an instant ! The au-»

thors did never appear, nor any noise of their boasting

thereabout ; and which was strange, the magistrates of the

cities having both power and will to hinder, yet were so

overruled and struck with astonishment, that they could

dot resist. And as Famiamis Strada, a great enemy to

the truth, doth shew what fell out in Antwerp, and other

places,^ considering the greatness ofthe work, the multitude

and height of those idolatrous monuments, it might have

been enough for many days, what was done in one night

;

and yet not any in the least prejudiced or hurt thereby,

which made him cry out, that sure this was the work ofthe

devil, and his help eminently therein. But 1 do not won-
der, to hear these in such a manner blaspheme, whilst they

are tormented with so clear a discovery of God's hand
against them.
Must we not here mention that great deliverance of thd

town o^Leyden from the Spaniard, with a special remark,

whilst it was then manifest, if the enemy had made use of

cannon in battering the walls^ they could not have come
short of dieir design ? Iii what an extraordinary ^^'ay also

were the winds combined to raise the waters, in order to

the town's relief, when they were at the utmost extremity ;

vea, for driving the waters biick a^ain, when the town was
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Cfnce delivered ; and which was very marvellous, that the

satne. night wherein the Spaniards were forced to retire, a
part of the walls felt down, which if it had fallen out a little

befbre, that city had been utterly lost. ~0 was not this a
divine hand, which even the greatest atheists, and sucli

who.iudge things to fill out by change, must confess ?

What wonderful providences did attend the actings of
fhat'^poor handful of protestants in the Aaliies of Piemonty
for their necessary self defence ! Mr. Fox, and other wri-

ters, give a clear account in setting down that horrid perse-

cution, which they eqdured in the year 1555. I shall here
only touch some passnges mentioned by Mr. Morland, in

his history r who upon the account of that bloody massacre,
which was there within these few years, wns then near that

place, andfrom sure knowledge and information doth very
gravely hold forth the same. And truly they are provi-

dences' so marvellous and astonishing, that men cannot but
see the Lord in an extraordinary way helping that poor
people, his acting forth a few to do such exploits, bej'^ond

any thing that can be mentioned of those great heroes,

whom the world in former years did admire ; so that we
must say, as this was a convincing proof of the great power
6f God, put forth for his people, when help in an ordinary

way failed, it was also a solemn testimony to their cause,

and of the Lord's approbation of his people's standing for

their own defence, against the cruelty and violence of a
persecuting magistrate. We have there held forth, how
after that blotidy persecution, by an order from the duke of
Savoy y a ^nrmll number was in a remarkable way raiser^ up,
and upon theif first essay seven or eight under the conduct
of that worthy gentleman Joshua Giana'uel (whom God
made use of as a choice instrument, to help that poor scat-

tered remnant) was made to fight 300 soldiers, who were
lent to exercise further cruelty in that place, killing rnany
of them, and pursuing the rest for a considerable time.

After, a party of500 being sent by the marquis ofPianezay
who then commanded the duke o^ Sa'vot/^s forces, were
opposed by eleven of the protestants, and other six with
slings : and after a short conflict, were forced to flee with
a considerable slaughter ; the terror of the Lord upon the

one, and a spirit of courage and resolution m the other be-
ing very manifest. After these, there was another party

sent forth of 700 soldiers, to seize on all the passages :

upon which about 17 masters of families, whose hearts God
had in signal manner strengthened to the battle, for

their poor brethren's preservation, resolved to cast them-
selves upon the Lordfor.the success of their uiiJcrtakinss,
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and with such marvellous boldness faced their adversaries,
as put them in amazement, and made them draw off, re^

solving to take another way ; but were still pursued by
this little handful, who killed many without the loss of one
man. At another time the protestants there joining in a
greater number, being 300 under the conduct of the fore-

mentioned captahi G/^^/z^^'d^'/, were assaulted by 2500 of
the adversaries : but the Lord so ordered, that this little

party getting the advantage of the place, after some conflict

did force them to retire, pursuing them into the woods and
steep rocks with great slaughter ; and thus wdth a marvel-
lous courage in a continued fight for eight hours together,

did drive die enemy before them. Divers other remarka-
ble passages of this kind are moie at length mentioned in

that history ; which the author, after most exact search and
inquiry, doth solemnly attest. And truly it might be
much cause for wonder (as it is there observed) that

through the Lord's eminent aiopearance, a^d his blessing

on his poor people's endeavours, for the interest of religion,

and their o\vn preservation, they did in a short time dis-

pute the matter w ith such a prosperous success, against all

the forces, which the duke of Sa'uoy sent, that their ene-

mies at last began to ftar what effect it might produce :

and therefore having no better game to play, were glad by
a treaty of peace, to get the sword out of their hands ; howv
ever they pretended it as a compliment, put on neighbour-
iug princes, wlio did intercede for the same.
Have we not afso to-rtckon among the great works of

the Lord in these last times, Henry VIIL of England^,
most violent in opposition to the truth, who by the pope
was styled Defender of the Faith, upon that account, and
for his writing against Luther : and yet the same man shall

be the instrument made use of by the Lord, to throw down
the pope, and his power in his dominions, and give spmt
beginning to a great reformation of the church there. ,ji* ,,ri

rergeriiis, the pope's nuncio, for many years in Gcr-

viiuiy, whilst he is writing against this truth, is even then
converted, and forced to yield to the power of the same,
nirns protestant, and a zealous preacher of the gospel to

liis death.

Goleacfeus Carracciolm, an Italian marquis, of great

pln:e and estate in the Morkl, was so taken by the heart

with one A\or(l, hearing Pf/6r 7H<7m/r, as made him quit

not only all his fiopes of prt Rrnxnt, a most pleasant place

as was 'm jhc earili, and a grciit inlieritance ; but to w^ith-

>iand the most i)rcssing entreaties and insinuations of his^

ffi(nxJU,tht wcrpinj; cries of liis Incly and children, and S'&
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to a strange place, quitting all.lhat he might preserve his

conscience, and enjoy fellowship with the church. O what
a solemn witness was this to the truth, and of the conquer-
ing power of Christ

!

And in a word, what a marvellous tiling was it, that

poor Luther^ against whom so much of the world was
aloft with greatest rage and violence, should yet live to an
eldage ^ and go to the grave in peace ! And truly the spirit

and appearance of this great and first witness to the truth,

might be a convincing evidence, that the Lord was then
about to rake up a peofyle to himself^ in whom he would
be glorified, by an active testimony, as well as by suf-

fering.

Besides these instances, I would here mention some
remarkable providences, wortiiy indeed to be olDserved,

though they are little known to the world : which, we may
say, do not only witness the power ofGod, but are a con-
vincing seal to his truth, and the church's reformation in
these last times.

It is a remarkable passage, whicli worthy Mr. Forbes
sets dowH under his hand, whilst he was banished for the

truth ; whose words are these. In the year 1607, being
at Ruan in France^ and meeting v/ith Monsieur Figureus,
that ancient and famous divine, and then pastor of the iv-

formed church in that city, he had from iiim this following
relation. After the close of the council of Trent in the
tinie oi Pius V. there v/as a consultation in Italy, by the
pope and cardinals, for an utter extirpation of the n-fcjrm-

cd churches in Europe: and to this end, every prince of
the Romish religion, had a certain part assigned wheie
this great project should be put in practice. The dtath of
Pius V. hindered a present prosecuting of this design.
And his successor Gregorins XIII. did suffer it to lie dead,
having no heart that way ; and so until tliat time of Cle?7i.

ens VI^. it was not revived ; but then this bloodj- resolu-
tion was of new ratified by him and his cardinals, under
their hands and seals. The only difficulty was in this, to
find a fit and trusty person, whom they should make use of
to the princes of the Romish religion, for engaging them to
subscribe the said ordinance, and set about the exeention
thereof. At length a gentleman of good parts, near In

blood to the cardinal Bnronius, is chosen ; which to him'
was a matter ofmuch grief and sorrow; for, unknown to
rhem, he was of the rr formed religion. But this grief in

Ills countenance and carriage put his friends, who observed
the same, to strange thoughts ; and so much the more,
that he did expressly declare to '<omf oftliosc who c^ski*]
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thereabout, that what tg them seemed a cause of reioicins^

was to him ajust occasion oT grief. Yet at last finding liis

hazard, upon a bitter challenge from the foresaid cardinal
who had heard thereof, hejudged it liis wisdom to disseml
ble: shewing him, his unsuitabieness to so great an em-
ployment could not but be ground of trouble and fear ; and
so'^vas sonie way forced to engage, getting his commis-
sions, the decree of the conclave, with letters to the fore-

said pi'inces, staled and subscribed. But lo ! whilst this

poor- gentleman is on his journey, having found ways to

Tree himself of his servants and other company, his spirit

J^was in great perplexity betwixt these two grievous temp-
iations, either to be instrument of utter ruin to the truth

and chu relies of Christ, or to forsake his country, inherit-

ance and all he had in the world. Upon which he resolv-

ed,to retire himself out of the highway to an obscure vil-

lage, where for three days he gave himself to fasting and
prayer for direction ancf resolution from the Lord : and

; after this had his heart so strengthened against the care of
Ins worldly estate, that he resolved to forsake all, and to re-

,vcal this bloody conspiracy to the churches of Christ, and
cast hirnself on God's hand for his future state. So that

, he turned his face from Spain, and took journey to Francey
andtoP^m, where at that time remained the sister of
Henry IV. a religious princess, afterwards dutchess of Lor-
fainey to whom the foresaid Monsieur Figuretis was her

^
preacher : and unto him he made his address (though after

^pivers refusals of admission upon suspicion) &he\ving him
.the whole business, and delivered the sealed decree, with

his letters of commission for that effect ; and did Hkewise
. shew him (who was then astonished at such a wonderful

providence of God, in fostering some of his own children
^, in the imidst oi Babylon^ and that to so comfortable an use

7 for his church's safety) that there were many others in

//f^/y, yea, in i?(?w7<? itself, of the reformed religion^ who
had their secret meetings, and even Gregory XIII. before

his advancement to the papacy, was thoroughly clear there-

about in his judgment, whereof he gave him divers evi-

. tlences. ftis foresaid relation did so affect Mr. Forbes^
. that lie shewed his marvellous desire to ^ee that man who
„}iad done so worthj^ and gracious a work for the glory^ of

God and good of his church ; and by a recommendation
from Monsieur Figureus, he did afterwards go of set pur-

y. pose to that place, taking the first opportunity {or Heiclel-

•berg^ where this gentleman was then retired for his further

security, and honourably entertained by that prince, where
heshewerhthat he saw him, and from his own mouth re-
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ceived tlie assurance of this former narration, to his great

satisfaction and comfort. This is the very sum, vvliich 1

have here set down and truly transcribed off the orig-

inal;, which I had beside me, both written, and subscrib-

ed, by Mr. Forbes'' own hand,
A remarkable providence I shall also here set down

which w as attended with some very convincing circum-
stances, at the parliament 1621, at their bringing m of pc-
pish ceremonies upon the church, which was then a sad
step of the land^s defection from the truth, contrary to their

engagements ; whilst the faithful ministers of Jesus Christ
at that time did with greatest seriousness and freedom ob-

. test and warn those who were in power (alas ! that now
there 4S little of such a spirit appearing) that they would
not, to please n>en, corrupt the worship of God : but the
current being violent, it did at last resolve in a laiD. lit

which very time, whilst the klng^s commissionerdidrhe froni

the throneto ratify thisw oful act^ by the touchpfthe sceptre,

even in this moment of that ratification, the Gop of heaven
sent extraordinary lightnings^ with very unusual great claps
of thunder, and these followed with a most strange and ex-
traordinary darhiess^ which both for the suddenness and
greatness of the same did astonish and affright all who were
present ; and after all so violent a downpouring of r<^/«, as
made the streets to run like a river, imprisoning the lords
within that house for an hour and an half. And trulj^^^s

we are not hereon to lay stress, or l?e peremptory in the ap-
plication of particular providences, yet this was so tery
convincing, as should not be passed without a spccFal re-

mark ; considering (1.) How at that time many ofthe
choice ministers of the land were together near the town,
At fasting ^nd prayer, bewailing before the Lord such an
avov/ed defection from the truth. (2.) That likewise this
horrid tempest anc} darkness apptared to those who were
a.t some distance to be most directly above the town, the
darkness overshadowing that part only, and was not so in
other places. (3.) That they had, by the instigation . of
the prelates, ^w^rcd't/ the entry to the parliament that day,
iest any ministers should have entered a protestation in be-
halfof the church against these articles ; and thus thought
themselves secure from any opposition of that kind : but
whilst they least suspected, they are met with a more pub-
lic and visible witness from heaven against the same.
(4.) Which was also most strange, upon the Monday fol-

lowing, whilst these acts were proclaimed, the heavens (did

in the same manner put on darkness, with a most fearful

Kempest of tliunder, lightning, and rain, wbiph continued
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all the time of their reading at \h& cross. And truly ivhcw
the Lord thus doubled his warnings, it might cry aloud foi»

men's observation thereof.

The breaking of thatjourney to iV(?iL' £;2^/^ttJ, ^vhicii'

about the year 1656, was seriously intended by some of
the choice ministers and christians in Ireland : who were
then mucli persecuted by the prelates, though not frotn

any fear of their own sufierings, but with a respect to the

farther liberty to serve the Lord in the work of the gospel,

Avhen that door was shut upon them in their own country

^

This was truly a Strang* and remai-kable providence, aritl''

their preservation in some kind miraculous : about whict*'

tliese cijcimistances are worthy to be observed. (L)
That whilst their 'nesseU amidst a tempestuous sea, and far •

from any land, was like a riddle with so many leaks ; yea,

the rudder of the ship breaking, so that the />/7o?^ were turn-

ed wholly hopeless, and could not see any ground of safety

in an ordinary way, a poor seaman by a remarkable provi-

dence, whose company they had much shunned, Mas made -

the instrument of preserving the whole vessel, witli a mar-
vellous dexterity fastening the rudder (which others had
given over) as 'one visibly sent by the Lord for that end.

(2.) The strong persuasion that some ofthese worthy min-
isters had oftheir safeit/, which with great confidence they

declared before the passengers ; \\ hilst the master and
others were giving it over as a hopeless business, and see-

ing a convincing necessity for a return, tliQUgh it was very
astonishing and bitter at the first look, yet was afterwards

followed witli a clear disto'veryfroni the Lord, as one of
them with much freedom did express his assurance to the

rest of his brethren, that since the Lord would not accept

tht\tmr\\Q.tm America, they should not mxant ivork wx^d

set vice, where he was sending them back by so remarkable
a providence: as within a short time was evident, the

^lownfall of the prelates in Scotland and after in Irclund,-

falling out shortly upon the back thereof. So that it may '

be said, this was a convincing presage thereof, the Lord -

by a strong hand bringing back such clioice and useful in-
"

struments, for that great harvest, which did after follow :

So that they could not but say. The Lord did in a very
marvellous and immediate way appear in that cross wine!

and storm ; and thereby, as if with an audible voice, did

witness his mind in such a disappointment. (3.) It was
also most observable, that none of those, who on the ac-

count of their consciences (tliatthcy might enjoy tiie puri-

ty of the ordinances) went in that journey, ^^^:^e the worse,

but had a safe r(?i::,';^;7 ; only some persons, wiio upon a»v
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other account, expecting a fat soil, and outward advantage
in tliat place, and had unexpectedly slipped into the vessel^
did all W/V upoi^ the sea, save one, being five in number :

and it was also wonderful, upon their return, how the Lord
as he had stayed the rage of the s'ea, did also still the tu-.

mults of peo{}le ; which they found by experience^ so'

that it did evidently give a dash, and t^corae a terror ta
their adversaries. •

•

I must here also set down a very singular and strange
instance, we may say, lx)th oijudgment and mercy ^ whick
was in this land not many years ago. A gentleman, whosii
style w^as PFastravj, :d most bloody man, and otherwise
notorious for protanity, but most in this, that it was his
great work and pleasure, to put difference betwixt m^n,
and as it was at that time very easy to engage them iii-

blood, whilst he had thus stirred up a neighbour gentleman'.'
to i^///anotlKfr in that place : finding him afterwards sore':

troubled in mind thereabout, he told him, more of thal^'

practice would be the best cure : for lie himself had killed'

J

six, and that the first lime he was much disquieted, but the?;

longer he did continue, it became the more easy. But one'"
day, whilst he was on such an account riding to a place;-'

where two had appointed to decide a private quarrel by 3
fighting, his horse stumbles on the side of a steep rock, afid

/

ht falls a great way down, his sword falling out before him,
yet without any hurt : and here by such a strange piece of -

providence did the Lord step in, and break in upon hi^?
conscience, so that he quits hisjourney, turns home witlyri

great trouble and remorse ; a most kindly change fbllow-'5
ing thereon, and for some years after witnessed much ten->'?

derness and repentance by hisafterwalk, spent much time-^
alone mourning before his death. And that day he cUed;

-

having no visible appearance thereof to those who looked* *

on, he was heard in his chamber at much UTestlins irtit

prayer; and after long continuance, those of the house •'^

were forced to break open the door, getting no answer after
•

long knocking ; they find him dead in the room, but upoii''^1

his knees in a prayer posture ; and the whole blood of hi^'

^

body, winch from every passage thereof had issued outf',"''

flowing about him on the floor ; it being visible how air
'

these passageswere opened for that effect. A most aston-
ishing instance! declaring this to the world, though God •

pardon the^ iniquity of bis people^ yet some sins, he will not "^

Jet pass without a visible mark of his anger, but will tak&'^f

"iCJtgeance o;i their irfuentions. ;?

What an observable passage is that al50,known to inany
yet alive, ab^'^t a r.o'orinv^ '-nhber m tlie south parts of this-.

-
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land, called John of the Score ^ who for many years having'

driven that woful trade ; did one day rencounter a pocjr

man travelling with two horses, which he according to his

custom takes away. The poor countryman falling down
on his knees, did earnestly beg, that for Jesus Christ's sake

he would give die one again,, for he had no more to main-

tain his poor family, but what he could gain by them ; but

it was in vain. He carrieth them home with hinri, leaving

the poor man in that desplate condition : but a little after,

he turns dumpish anc! melancholy,- could get no rest or

quiet, not knowing the cause, but as he professed, that

'those txords which the poor vmti had spoke to him (though

he was so great an ^//6tfw^ that he understood not what Be

meant when he spake of {T/^m^y were lying like a heavy

?yfi^/j/ upon hi^ spirit ; and whilst he vyas sought after for

his robberies, he desired his sons to shift for themselves^

for he could not go out of the. way, there being a restraint

upon him, and something within him that in a sort bound
him from going out ofthe way : and dius staid at his house

, until he was apprehended, brought into EZiiiburgh^ and

y there put up in prison. Upon which a godly minister,

fMr. Henry Bh/tb, with a christian gendeman, JVilUam
Cuningbamy tutor ofBonUoun, who had sometimes knoyvn

him, make a visit ; holding forth to him his miserable eis^

. tate, and the hazard of his $oul (for he was judged by the

law to die) and amongst other words, shewing him the ne-

cessity tofieetojesus Christy he doth suddenly break out

with a cry, OA\}hat word is that / far it hath been my
'

death : That is the ivord, that hath lain upon my hearty

since thepoor man spake it to me ; so that I had no power
from that time to goput ofthe ivay^ And after being told

what ^n one Christ was, without whom he coiild not be

,^vcd, he crieth : will he e^oer look tome! arid shew mer-

,
cy to one that for bis sake would not shew mercy to thtt

foor man^ and gii^e him back his horse ! But , after furtlier

instruction, a most real and gracious <:^c2«^^ did appear

upon him ; he gave most convincing m^f;zcf5 of the re:^-

ity thereof ; attained to great assurance, before his death ;

, and upon the scaffold, in the public streets where he was
I executed, did speak so wonderfully of the Lord's dealing

Vwith him, and with such knowledge and judgment, as le'ft

a conviction on aU present, and forced them to see a truth-

V and reality in the grace ofGod.
Another notable instance o( rrrace, with a verv remark-

"^ sble passage in his conditio]!, I-shall here mention : one

1 t^atrizk Mackelwrath, who' lived In the west oi Scotland.

V ivhose heart the Lord in a remarkable way touched, and
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•fel^^r life conversion (as he shewed to miany of his christiat^

*lfi-iends) was in such a frame, so affected vvith a new world
'wherein he was entered, the discoveries of God, and of d
'life to come, that for some months together he did scarce
ever sleep, but was still taken up in wondering : His life

was very remarkable for tenderness, and near converse
with God in his walk 5 and which was \Vorthy to be notic-

"e'cl, one day after a sharp trial, having his only son sudctenly
taken away by death, he retired alone for several hours,
and when he came forth, did look so cheerfully, that to
those who asked liim the reason thereof, and wondered:^t
the same in such a time, he told them, He had got that in
his retirement wiih the Lord, that to haiie it after'ujards re^

fiewed, hcivouldbe content to lose a son every day ! This
one remarkable passage 1 Would set down : it had been
long his burden, the want of memory^ that he could retain

' almost nothing of what he heard from the word, and bitter-

ly^ complaining thereof to worthy Mr. jfdmes English^
minister of Z>j/y, his counsel to him was, when he heard
any truth which he desired to remember^^ to hold it up to
the Lord, and desire him to keep it for him, and give it

him Hack according to his need ; which accordingly this

blessed man did with much seriousness practise : and on
his death bed, to his minister, and divers christians that
were present, he did solemnly declare, how wonderfully
the Ldrd had answered, and condescended to him in that
particular. For as they knevv how much formerly it had
been his burden, the want of memory, now the Lord had
given him back all those truths that he had put in his keep-
ing^: So that what for wa;7y years before he had heard, was
now most clearly brought to his remembrance i which he
witnessed by repeating many particular truths, and notes
of sermgns which at such and such times he had heard*
Now to shut up this, we have truly cause to say, even

from late experience^ since^ this dark night came upon the
church in these nations, with so sharp a storm ofpersecu-
^on, there have not wanted some very signal and convinc-
ing providences, witnessing the Lord^s appearance for his
people and against their enemies, which are worthy ofa re-
mark, and may let men see that there is one higher than the
highest, who ruleth iti the kingdoms of the children ofmen.
For it is manifest,

1. How eminently the Lord did appear in breaking that
party

.^
who had been the great instrument^ both in coun-

cil and action, to break the government of tfie church of
Christ in this land, and lay so much of his vineyard waste
and desolate, and this in the height of their power an<j|

WW
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gc^tness, whilst they seemed most firmly rooted. O how
evident was a divine hand there, that this cabals who made
it their work to raise up prelacy^ and oppress the poof
church, and like a violent tempest did carry all befdref

them, in a moment when they could have least expected,'

should be made to fall ; yea, in so short a time be turned'

out oftheir places and offices, who but a Ettle before had'

turned out so many of the faithful ministers of Christ ?

\XiiM\\2X great w^iw, whoput forth his power and authority

so.much to turn many of the godly of the land, both minisr'

tejfs and others, out of their houses and farnihes, tossing'

them.fromplace to place, should thus be dealt with from"
t|ie .Lord, and recompensed with that measure ; beirig,

forced to quit his lodging once and again, yea, even to bari-

i$h himself out of the country, who had been the chief ifi-;

j^rument to banish some of the most choice servants oF
Christ.! And this stroke also made to come upon them:
from that hand whence they could have least expected,
whose interest they sludsed to promote ii> opposition to'

Ood's ! I should desire to study sobriety and fear in appli-

cation of thejudgments ofGod ; but when the Lord doth
so clearly reveal himself, and shew forth such an evident,

rfesemblance betwixt men's sin and their stroke, I think it !.

crieth aloud for a serious observing thereof.

2. Sliould we pass without a remark, so solemn a wit-

ness from the hordof ibis respeict to his people's sufferings

in this late time ? for it is known, with what marvellous
resolution and cheerfulness, those have been carried;^

through, who were called forth to resist unto the bloody in
"'

their adherence to the truth ; witnessing to the convicdon^
of lookers on, even their greatest enemies, something above

""

i?077W7ji gallantry, yea, something above w<7/«r<?, in that

staycdness and elevation of their spirits. And as some of^

alt rar»ks in the land the Lord would have brought forth^

to. seal and witness his truth, and the work ofreformation- i-^

so it hath been also clear, that none wanted a large^ meas--'{

urc ofsupport and strength for the trial, their suffering still) ^

giving a further dash to their adversaries. •

''-

3. It is also manifest, and may be truly matter of won-'*
der, by what a mar\ellons providence so many suffering*'-

ih(i desolate families have been carried through without *

.iny obvious noise of their straits, now for these divers
"

yc cU-p, witli such convincing cheerfulness ; yea, the expcri-

i 'ncx of many made to witness, that they never less knew a

'

firraitj than^lnce tliey were put from the ordinary means of.

!h(ir fiVipporu and others who have been more sharply''.

trl*.^l^,^oii|(J:ji(>;t'.reckon any such plunging strait and ditii
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ciittyi but have also found rcHef by some remarkable proVi
idence occurring. I am very sure, amongst other advan-
tages yet ofthese times, this shall be one, a large register

oVexpcriencCy and remarkable confirmations ofthe truth oH
the word and promise, which the godly have had under
tills sharp trial ; that will be sweet matter for an after reck-

oning, and a greater gain than any loss thtir former sufibr-

iilgs did occasion. Yea, have we not seen, what in an or-

dinary way looked as irrecoverable, a stroke which a gerie'

ration could not have made up, hath been a mean the Lord
hath chosen to promote his giory, and thereby declare
Fiimself to be God ? Hath he not made us see, how easy it

is for him to turn the sharpest storm to the great advantage
of his churcli, that he can act in desperate casts, above the
skill both of angels and men ? And truly, though we should
be brought yet more low, even to tlie place ofclragons^ this

may uphold the shaking hearts of his people, and be soli4
ground ofconfidence, that Christ's power and faithfulness is

this day engaged for liis church, and truth ! He 7nust in-

crease^ his kingdom is upon the rising hand, and shall yet
have a more glorious appearance in the world, whatever
become of instruments ; the re'vimng of his work is not in

the reverence of men. And since we know the Lord hath
solemnly declared war against antichrist^ and all who will

oppose the spreading of the gospel in these last times, yea,
hath passed his word to the church for the fall and ruin of
that adversary, fall he 7nust^ thougli the chist of the earth

'

should rise for that end : and it is sure prelacy must also'-

wither, that hath its life and sap from that accursed root

!

They have this day a desperate cause m hand, who do en'/-

gage their power to support)the throne of the beasts forthe^-
runin the way ofthe wrath and vengeance of the Lord, and
shall surely involve themselves in that ruin ; though they
were the greatest princes of the earth. I shall only add, we
have much ground in these times to believe, that the Lord
shall yet appear, and make himself known in the earth, by
as great and convincing providences, both of judgment and
mercy, as in any former ages, and thus vindicate his glory
and refute the atheism of this generation, by such an argu-
ment, as shall force iniquity to stop its mouth.
Now since this is sure, whicli none can deny, if they

will but allow some serious thoughts thereabout, tliat tht

scripture fullcth not to the ground, lor God^s ivay is per.

feet, and his word is tried, Psal, xviii. 30. O is it not
also sure, and a conclusion well grounded, that he is a buck-

ler to those ivho trust in him. None needs Icar to venture
his interests through time, on the word . yea, if tfic^rc
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coul)d be any thing greater than a heaveri br eternal saH»^
tion, the testimony of the God of truth might be sufficient'

sepurity for the same. It is a small matter how iJAs H\)orld

qoth reel and .stagger, or what be the changes of outward
things : That is enough, ^^t promises otiht vvord shall cer-

tainly take place, and the expectation of the saincs shall not

make them ashamed'

55M

APPENDIX.
T is sure, the demonstration ofdivine truth held forth-ic

ihp scripture^ is the greatest discovery, that ever can^e
to the sons of men : v;hich with a more excellent light and
greater lustre, doth cnhghten those parts of the earth, 'Cti

which itshii: , than the s'jn, in its noonday brightneis.

This is the ibordoflife, evin the hidden •wisdom o/Gcdin a
mystery ; vhich most of the world, do not understand^

but flee from the same, as their plague and torment ; but
hereby the followers ofGod know they are efthe truth, and
do assure their heart before him. If should be rr.atter of
astonishment, if thus the scripture were not confirmed, tci

see what rage the breaking out of this light causeth amongst
men ; which now in the present time does in a strange

liianner appear, not against some particular truth only, and
the uppermost boughs, but by a remarkable assault seems
to strike at the root, ilie very being of truth arid godliness.

It may be said, whilst superstition m times of greater igno-

rance, did overcloud and darken the visible church, athe-

ism hath taken up its room, to wear this generation out

from under the awe ofGod, and \veaken their assent to the

truth : for we see men every where m.akin;^- it their work^
to load his way with reproach, and put discredit on his

faithfulness, who is the God oftruth. As a witness there-

to is this small essay directed, and now again comes forth

to the world with an enlargement; which I may say, was
not intended, if there had not been a pressing motive from
the incorrectness of the first impression ; and for this I

shall make no further apology. But ifa subject of so great

an import, suffer no prejudice from such an unfit pen, the

favourable testimony of men, or tlicir censures, 1 should

desire to look on (as they are indeed) at a distance, and far

below that solid peace of the soul, which in the acceptation

ofGod is alone to be found. What access it may have to

many of this generation, I know not, who are faking all ad-

vantage to strengthen their prejudice against the truth, and
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n^ent thereon at the .first look, and throw it aside. But as
a minister of j^^^z/.? Christ, \yhp believes an appearing bc'^

fprp the Judge, and would desire mercy to be found faithful

in that day, being pressed in some measure, upon the hor-
rid appeaiance of the atheism and blasphemy of the time,

with that avowed indifferency now within the visible

church, in these great interests of religion and godliness, I
JLay this witaess to tile truth at jiieir cloor :.^mi4 shjJLl

offer a few thccjihts further on this subject, in some"cTeaf
inferences from tiiat gt:eat;jtruthi-^the yerificaUon of the
scripture.

Inference I. Which A^'e.may see clear is this, . the great
adijantage a christian hathfor hh'establishment .'that hi^

security is indeed greater than his interest, or any thing he;

hath to adventure thereon ; and sure, that Is not smallj^*

since the matter is of no less earnest (besides his concern^
ments through time) than an eternity, Vihea^ni^ or the haz-.

ard of hell for ever. This must rec^uire a solid and sure
foundation, yea, we may judge, the furthest degree of cer-

tainty, where the superstructure is so great i Jpr it is not
opinion, oraprobabie conjecture, can be a suitable basis, tp
bear up that weight. 3ut here .to answer §uchian interest

and give thorough quiet and repose to the soul, we hay^
the tr,uth and testimony of God, with this great v^itness;

thereto, that it assuredly takes place, and not one syllable-

falls to the ground, without an evident performance^*
There are f^xio things, which, I am sure, men could iiQt

with such ordinary thoughts consider, yea, nor think
thereon without amazement, if they made it not their

choice, to keep at a distance. jO«<? is, that such a thing ?i

in the ^vorld this day as the vtry ffordofGody that is more
sure than an audible voice from heaven, ip declare hik

V)hole counsel, und hold forth unto men the true way up to-'

wards that country ; and does thus marvellously discover
itself, (1.) To come so low down, ever) his word and tes-

timony who speaks from heaven, that therewith it hath a
solemn appeal to men*s sense mdfeeling.^hout its certain-

ty. (2.) Which commends itself Upon the nearest apf
proach, and is found the more invaluable and of the greater
price, the more it is searched mio by an inquiry. (S.)
That though clear and plain in itself, yet by a supernatural
lijrht and evidence can only be known, which nohuman sa-

gacity nor reason in its highest elevation, without this,

can reach : but riseth far above the greatest capacity and
endowments, of which by nature the most excellent spirit^

of men can boast. In a word, when once it shines in upon
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thcspulj does then discernibly stamp the very same ifml^^
t6ere€n, and begets such a marvellous likeness betivixi"

thenn, as may show the world this is a Ihing thing. But'
there is a stcmd^ we may also consider with astonishment,
how great It is, to he a christian, and of tvhat marvellous'
import that is. J suppose, there were but one or iwo such

,

to be found in the world, who were certainly known to be
partakers of the divine nature, to have a real converse with'
God, and ^,by experience) with the word ; mij?iu nbt the;,

report tiiereof give men a strange alarm? yea, putthern'
upon an impatient search and inquiry, to know if this be'

sure, and what such a discovery means ? O is it small tO'

b^the son ofa king ! But the hope and claim ofa christian

riseth higher, and hath another reach ; that siich withina
short |ime, whilst now in so mean a garb, shall be assured-^

Xy-.enteredinttrgloryy in the immediate enjoyment of God,
and oixho. fulnessofjoy, among that triumphant society of
the angels, the prophets, and apostles, and all those who
are^b^re the throne, 'washed, Tindmade white in the blood'

offbe fjamb:, and thus continue through the ages of eterni-

ty i-yea, in that very instant of the soul's quitting the bo-
dy, must admit so great a change, and enttr there, where
heaven only can make us know what heaven is ! It is sure-

ly a strange sleep m^n are in, who in such concernments
are not awaked to a further inquiry. It were well,ifsomfe

.

would but 2^\<yN. reasoTi its true use (whilst they travel be-
twixt the poles, and can adventure to the furthest parts of
the earth to pursue that which they must so shortly forego)

to J lidge seriously and bring the thoughts of this near^,

what a greater interest, and at a more easy rate, and of an
inGxpressibly. greater value, than that gold and treasure,

:

which ever came from the Indies, does offer itself! I say
the T^rq^ts^t 6. atheism of some gives not more cause ofwon*
der, than the strange stupidity of others, and that common
and easy way men have m giving an assent to divine truth :

I do not mean, from the tiant of evidence and perspicuitj',
^

but because of the greatness of the things h°re held forth.

This was not so strange, that we find two ofthe disciples of
Christ at a stand, from joy and wondering?:, to credit his res-

urrection, even whilst they saw it verified ; so gnat was
this in their eyes. Now to this, I must further point at two

.

or three things, which seriously considered, may seem a

strange contradiction to reason. (1.) How men can find

a pillow to rest on, who certainly kno^v, their breath (for

these few hours in the night) ii not made sure ; biit if by a

sudden arrest of death it sliould be stopped, w)i:cl-» is no
strange thing in the world, they know not ^vilat ie next

;

'
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but every night, sleep at an adventure of being ere thqi

nepctxlay y in an - irrecoverably- lost estate ! Yea,' is nc)t liel-c'

caiisc of woiider, that whilst we see time make such swift'

dispatch^ dying men can be in that mcaslife estranged
fron^.the^hoiights ofdeath ; who saoft ma;^ hear it souiid,

;

atid pe^bell ringing for others,- yea, by previous assiiuits'

disceni its apiwoachon theinsdlvLS^ which oncecome^ then -

man goes off the stage, to return np more, fior shall he for

'

aU, the .ages of eternity ever act that scene of life herc^
over again. (2.) How strange jit is, that the ^«^j&(7W o^'
the truth and certainty of the scripture, that sucii a tiling

may be, does not more ajarm men, and mar their quiet 5^
or that they can so much as think of an eternal estate with-'*^^.

out trembhng, whilst they are at no solid deterrt>inatibn iri.

'

such a matter : yea, when the scripture of God does n6t;''

only witness a heaven and immortality, but sheVvs the'^!

world, there is such a thing as the y?r^//mzVy and- earht^^*
of it i whereof men here may be fully assured. I would-;'
knovv, if such an atheism is to be found, that puts the athe^-^
ist beyond fear am] doubting even in his most jprofcssetj^""

conhdence, and scoffing at the truth ; or eah Slifficieiltlyv?'

salve that heart aching and continued hesitatiort he- is under, -^

diat such a thing may be true. (3i) I shall add^ it is^^'

matter of wonder, men should admit the r<f^orratidattesta-'*^'

lion of others^ about the truth and reality ot godliness, Who'^'
yet live strangers to it themselves r yea, should be at sorhe -^

toil and pains, and come a length to ht almost christians'^''

\

without pursuing this in greater earnest. .
'^

, v^lc.; y ix;'//;

Inference \h Which frpm the scripture's accompl?^^''^^
ment is clear, is this, that there is a special dekofiehcb^^'
christian, on whose soul the truth tind feithfuloesS of Gob' ^^'(.

is sealed, to give in his seal thereto, and btar nuitriess^ thas^^-''

God is true. Thus is there a mutual sealing, which ijs un-'5
deniably clear, you see ('2 Cor. \. 22.) the X^^'s |5tjtting:'^,^

to his seal, which by all his people: is well kndvvn: and^^
have you not also (7o/6;? iii. 33.) the^/6mf7fl«V sealant '-^:

witness most expressly held out and called for ? This'is irii!^
f

deed a duty,, in which (we may say) the meanest of thel;i;!

saijits bears his part, who hath that 'ivitness'xithin hlfirse/f^^^

whereby he knows the certainty of .the words of truth V'"^
which is a great thing, that such on solid ground caft-^ayV'?^
He does not more clearly see the truth, Xvritten in thd'bibB-^'^
before him, than he knows andean read, (but by anotlier

'*'^

character and engraving) this written ivithinMm i XhovLg}^'^''^^

noneelse can read the same, but hc'iL'hoJbarhC'it:.

'

' I knp^V"'!
^'

there is a debt to tlic least j^T;p/«r<? irutA\'v^hich th<isc who^^-^
proftss; the sani^v c^a-O'we, \vhien-a.:wiuiess and confess!<>n "
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5s called for, and hdth thus special access, \n a su£crin^

time, to set to his seal by a close adherence thereto. But
we must say, this is something else, that concerns the con*

firmed christian^ as a peculiar debt he owes to the truth

and faithfulness of his God (which his soul kncjjs right

well, and hath had oft confirmed) to ghe unto him the glo-

ry oj hisfaithfulness i \vQ ^ni\ JDavid (^Psalm Ixxxix. 1.)

thus speaking, as one pressed upon such a duty. And
though some have a more special call and greater advan-

tage to this than others ; yet we may say the confirming

and sealing ofthe truth is like a great and public treasure^

wherein the m.eanest christian wants not access to cast in

his mite. Now for further clearing this, what the chris-^

iian^s seal and attestation of the truth means, and what ac-

cess or advantage he hath for ^cgwimV?^ himself of such a

debt, I would point a little at, in these few particulars.

(1.) It is clear, that he who helie'ves, and recei'ves the testi-

mony of Jesus Christ, does thus s^t to his seal, that he is

true, and subscribes (as it were) the truth and doctrine of
the gospel. John iii. 33. (2.) It is also clear, the shew-
ing forth of the power of godliness, and the virtues of hifr^

who hath called him, is through the tract of a christian's

life, a living and visible witness thereto. (S.) We may
judge the converted man upon that new and marvellous

discovery, he hath got of the truth, upon hisfirst enterir^

into a christian state, when he hath passed that great step,

and is as one come into another work!, hath then a special

call, and advantage for such a duty, that if it w^re asked^

0^hat is t/ii first sermce he owes to the truth ? Is it not
even this, to commend by his seal and testimony to others^

what God hath s«^ marvellously commended to bis soul f
And thus needs not want access to let the world know,
who may wonder at such a change, that though once he
ivas kind, he does .now see ; and assuredly knows, the

truth is the power of God. to salvation, which he no more
believes upon the report arid testimony of others, since novr

he sees it with his own eyes. He then is to answer that

call, Luke xxii. IVhen you are converted, strengthen your

brethren. (4.) When a christian is confirmed, upon some.

remarkable/Gi«/m^ and staggering,2i.n'\ hath got a new seat

ofthe faithfulness of God, is he not under some new debt,

to restore with advantage what he had taken from the cred-

it of the truth, and give that good report and witness there-

to, which may obviate any reflection he might have causea

by his fainiing ? Sure it is, the christian's testimony hath,

then this special advantage, to confirm others in the way of
the Lord, triat iiis fonncr frixrr) and s!3ul:;nt?s !)avc been sc*
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discernible. Thus we see, Hczekiah2ifttr %\iz\\ a remark-
ai^"plunge and feinting, comes in with Ms witness, /^^j.

^x'xyiii. 15. fVbat shall Isay ? He hath both spoke7i,and
'himseffxikd hath done it. Sec.

^
And David,, Psgl. xxxi'.

':^_ flow concerned was he in such a cluty, / $aid I afn
Ih^si quTofthy sight ; yet thou heuredst the wice_,ofmy sup*
plicdtiQp,' (5.) When we" see atheism much abound, and
h3ith'sLfublic flppearance, when it is nota/?(2mWjr truth^

but'thc truth and faithfulness of God is challenged, We may
judse, xtth^n calls and calls afoud to the godly man, for his
appeafiii'ice, even 'by some more obvious testimony , than
iit 6dier ticatSs, toso great an ipterest. Sure it isj'wlix?n thb
\9l;t){'di christian is in such a time cast, and amohgst a gen-*

cratipn of mockers, he will ilot want access aiid a special

call, by a christian'ly grave, and prudent witness, to own
the troth, as that which he is obliged to sealj though there
were none else

;
yea, we may think, this should be' a call

and irtciteKTient, where zeal for Jesus Christ hath got a
command over his soul, as might burst his tongue strings

'which before were tied, when X\\q faithfulness- of his Goa^
which he so oft hath proved, is by men brought in ques-
:ti6n : \vtiich to DaDid was like a sToord thac thrust hini

thr^Ough, and he could not bear it when they said unto
hirri-, Jy here is your God? (6.) Upon the close of sortie

sharp and remarkable trial, when the christian after a storni

cbmes safe to land, such a ;2i?ty discovery he hath of the
trtitii and faithfulness of God, lays then a new debt on him,
to bear witness thereto. Is he not thus concerned, not t6
teavc the cross of j^esus Christ at a loss, which hath left hwi
at so great art advantage ? or part therewith without sucli^
te$timony, that may endear the way ofthe Lord to others^
Tftxis afHicted ^(7^, afler a long continued storm, comes in

^jixt close to pay the truth's rent, by his seal and testimoriy

fhertito.' y'cfb yiXn. Ihaveheardoj thee, he. lhope,tbis
ciebt, in a targe rt^casure shall be yet found on many of /^iy

feneration, whert this storm is over, to press their spirits

for bearing such a (if^rimo;^?^, that they thirsted not when
i^t led them throughly the deserts : but have oft there been
siltprised with his immediate help, to astonishment: Is'^.

xlviii. 21. (7.) Is not the experience of a christian anfl

those grave remarks he hath of the faithfulness of God, a
special (nvi'i put into bis hand, and a piece ofhis talent, that

fiatls for his seal, as a rerit which such owe to the truth'

;

^Yicfshotild have some further rcacii, than his own personal
'^tstablishrdent ? I must say as to this, none of the saints

iva'nt dkir peculiar engagements, which t!iey may judge
l^fc^iiptlrt therjv,; eVeh beyond others ; yea, such singular
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confirmations they have had of the way of the Lord, and
oft with those astonishing circunistaiices, that to smother
the same, without some gain and advantage thence paid in
to the truth, might be reckoned a stealth from the genera^
ti«n. We may judge, such a thing pressed Dai'id^s soul

for a vent, Fsal. Ixvi. 16. And truly something of this

practice, managed with humble prudence, in a grave
intercourse and communication of some special confirmaT
tions of the truth, were a choice improvement of christian

society and feUoivship. I confess, to manage this weil,

seerris one of the most difficult pieces of duty, a christian

owes to others ; and I humbly judge, may be mistaken, in

its chiefend by too mucii dwelling sometimes on the c?'=e8

of a christian^ and debating these, to which their light and
judgment may give more arise, than a present pressure and
weight of the same ; the multiplying of which I have oft

looked on as a darkening the solid and plain way of godli-

ness, and making it perplexed and thorny, which lies in

little bounds, when well understood. But we see what ai

special improvement of christian fellowship is held forth,

Mai iii. 16. for their mutual joy and establishment in the

truth, in a time when it was in tjuestion ; what advantage
tliere is to serve the Lord. I should wish so excellent a
means were more directed to this end : nor should this hin-

der such a duty, that there may be an empty show and
counterfeit of that also, and the shallowest brooks some-
time make the greatest noise. (8.) Here is a special call

for the christian's seal and witness to the truth, under some
remarkable exigence and strait, whilst thronged with mani-

fold temptations, then is he concerned by his appearance to

shew forth the faithfulness of God, and his testimony

thereto ; that may let others know, vt ho in such times will

be great observers of hi:s way, that he is satisfied with God,
and with the security of his word, to rest on, when he hath

no resting place elsewhere : that he thinks not his burden
too great, to roll over en the promise ; but hath this to say*

in behalf of the truth, Persecuted, yet not forsaken / cast^

do\vn, yet not destroyed. Yon may see the apostle paj'ing'

such a dtbt on this account, ILrji?ig notfjmg, I possess all

thingz, 2 Cor. vi. 10. (Lastly) 1 must say, a call to thi:>^

tluty waits the christian in a special manner, at the close of
hls^day- Then, O then, is he concerned to acquit himself

of Liiat debt, by commending the v.ay of the Lord, and con-

(nniing others therehi. Would it not be a choice appen-

dix to the tesraaiiit and iast will of a dying christian, to'

o6\.'/vvith his last \>xt'AX\\\hx:f(iiil.fulness oj God ; and theiv

whv.tihiSwVvo.rdaare of more weight than at other limes, td'
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fei=arthis witness, that through the various steps of his life

he knows God is true^ and hitherto hath helped. It is sure,

the present day has its duty, and each remarkable time of

one's life hatii some proper work : but this, I must say,

seems to fall in, as the last service of a dying christian to

his generation, to deliver the trudi off his hand, which he
had received and oft proved, \^'ith his seal and testimony
thereto : this were to bequeath a choice legacy to others.

It is not here understood, that particular rides can be
given for the practice of this duty ; but christian 'wisdom is

profitable tp direct^ as occasion offers, and tlie present case

is circumstanced. But sure it is, each christian is thus a

witness, and as it were judicially assisted, in behalf of that

attribute of i\iQfaithfulness of God, to attest by his seal, as a

confirmatory sign thereof, that Gedis true ; and as there is

2^^ implicit seal by believing, tliere is something more <?,v-

plicitthtn called for, in times which seem to evacuate the
promise, when the reality oj godliness is so expressly im-
pugned by the adversary -as fanaticism. And these things

I shall further ^(\<\ ; Ci-) That Uirough the whole scripture

we see in frequent instances, how much the saints have
been thus taken up, and in those times of the church, when
there was not such access another way, to keep uy) a re-

membrance of the faithfulness of God, and transmit a

testimony thereto, we find a pillar and stojie of ivi/ness

erected, 1 Sam. vii. 12. (2,) Thus hath the christian ac-

cess, in the returns o^ thankfulness to God ; no mercy be-
ing so small, on which his faithfulness is not engraven, as

we find Dd'uid often, and Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 10. And
sure it is, the discovery of this to an observing christian

bath sometimes a greater joy and satisfaction thercMith,
than the mercy in which it appears. I must say, it is a
great defect in that excellent duty, when some testimony
to the faithfulness of God is not carried on therewith.

(3.) Hath not the christian an occasional call thereto, wiien-
ever this lies in his way, to speak to its credit, and bear his

witness.'' We may see, the truth and faithfulness of God
came never Da^cid''s way, but we find him speak honoura-
bly thereof, from the sense of his peculiar engagements.
(4.) There is no piece of a christi;;n's suflering stated on a

particular truths but a confession is therewith called for of
i\\tfaithfulness of God ; thus to bear Witness before the
world, that he is not ofended, nor is ashamed of the cross

of Christ, because he knows ivhom he hath hclicuei ; whilst
Others by choosing sin, rather than oj/llction, do what \vi

them lieth to make God a liar.
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Inference III. From the scripture's accomplishmervt/rt
this, that as there is a personal debt on the christian^ there is

a public debt also on the churchy and a special trust repos-
edon e'very age thereof, to seal the truth, and dehver that
great interest off its hand, to the ages to come, with a wit-
ness to i\\Qfaithfulness of God. The scripture herein is

•clear; yea, we have it in an express prophecy held forth,

fPsalm cxlv. 4, 5, 6.) that otie generation, m a continued
series, should seal the truth to another^ and thus carry for-

ward a witness to the same. For each time hath some pe*
culiar rent, which it should pay to the posterity, from a
new addition of the great and remarkable works uf the
Lord : and it is sure, the greater things he hath witnessed,
by his more eminent appearance for the church, in one age
beyond another, do add to this debt, and put some further

engagements upon it, to record and trtinsmit the 'works of
the Lord and the memory of his goodness to after times.

Now with respect to tliis weighty truth, I would offer a
few particulars Cwhicli this day, we may sadly regret, are

so much wanting) wherein something of this debt, that one
age of the church ow€s to another, in behalf of the truth,

may appear.

1. It may be judged a debt on the church to posterity, to

pursue that great interest of tlie truth, by an adding further,

for confirming of the faith of the saints therein, from that

discovery and pecuUar advantages the j!;;r^<?/zr time affords

and thus effectually endt.-'avour to advance thfe repute and
credit of the truth, on soUd demonstrative grounds of its

certainty. This hath the greater call, when it is so much
the work of the time, and of not a feNV labouring therein, to

shake and unsettle men, as to tins great foundation: yea,

so much written, that hath a visible tendency to this end.

One thing particularly should be wished, that the public re-

cords of every age, as they concern the church, did carry

therewith more clearly some history of the ijeri/ication of

the truth, by transmitting those great and conspicuous re-

marks of the ivai/ of God with the church, to posterity ; by
which the scripture then hath been signally confirmed :

thus should one age declare its foithfulness to the next,

which were a choice piece of service, being gravely and

with caution managed.
2. This debt does the church owe to posterity, with re-

spect to tlie truth, to endeavour its transmitting pureli/,

and ivithout hurt and prejudice. For it is to the church,

the oracles of God are committed ; and for that great trust

must she in every time be responsible. But as to this, I

must say, that article of the truth of God, which is more



Appendix. 36S

' sharply assaidic^^ jand hath cnCiwr^d ^greatest opposition

^om the adverse party, makes this debt the greater, to de-
jiiver that cfF her hand, with all care and circumspection,
-yea, with some pecuHar testimony thereto. It is true,

•there want not in every age some to appear upon the truth's

interest ; yea, it is a duty lies at each christian's door, when
called to give a confession of the same ; but as no private

appearance can answer to a public record and monument,
it is thence clear, that in a time of great encroachment"on
the truth, when a remarkable breach is like to be made,
and the assault not from a private adversary, but a public
formidable combination of a party, some more solemn au-
thoritative and united concurrence is tlien called for, in the

jchurclfs testimony:, for her exoneration ; that with such an
advantage may v.itnessto the -ages to come, whereat tlieir

fathers left, how they held out, and wrestled to keep tlieir

ground, in defence of the gosix^l. This, we may say, is

like the casting up of a bank to guard agajnst a further

breach, "vjheii the enemy comes in like a fiood: and it is

known, the confessions of the church m every age, vvith

such a public testimony to the truth, whilst followed with
visible hazard and sufferingj have been more tffectually

subservient to the truth's conservation, than all the clisputes

of men. Thus did they oiiercome fRen). xii. l.J by the
blood oftJje Lamb, and the ivord of their testimony.

3. This special debt also is upon the church, with a'-re-

spect to posterity, to contendfor the truth once delrcered t9

the saints, and but once, since it can admit no change or
alteration to the second coming of the Lord. O how bless-

ed a debate and strife this is, though in such an interest re*

sisting unto blood should be called for ! But whilst I men.
tion this duty, it cannot be understood with respect to that

great interest of religion only, or the iveightier matters of
the law, that are more fundamental, whilst under a profess-

ed zd'^/ to these, a /<7r//r/^<f and indifferency in other con,,

cernments of the truth is sheltered. It is indeed strange,

though no strange thing in this lime. But let me ask, can
a piece of truth held forth in the scripture, be of that low
value, to warrant the quitting or yielding u^ of it if brought
in a debate ; when one line of this is of more inestimable
worth, than the crowns and sceptres of all the monarchs of
the earth ? Sure it is, the God of truth hath prized it at

another rate ; who declares heaven and earth should rather

fall, ere one tittle of his ivord perish. And can those, in

greater things be fiiithful, who are not thus in a little ? It is

too clearly seen, how small a yieldingmakes a great breach.

Truths comparatively small may be great in their ;smson^
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Avhen they are the word ofhis patience ; yea, wc-may sify
•the lesser it sec ms, and ofmean value with many, it makes
the chri3ti:in's adherence thereto a greater testimony. It

is clear, what a close concatenation there is among the
truths f)t'Goi), held forth in the scripture ; that one part
thereof cannot be struck at, without a special prejudice to

the Tohole ; yea, it may be saiel, e\ery corruption of the
truth hath an aim at the very soidoi religion, by a direct

tendency thereto.

4. It is a great duty the church owts the posterity, for

wliich this day there seems a more than ordinary call, to

studj- the transmitting of truth and godliness, not in a naked
form only^ but in the life andpaver thereof. Su;e it is now
too obvious, w'p.ich gives ground both for grief and aston-

ishment, that through a large part of the reformed church,
and in those places where sometime the truth hath brightly

shined, with much state and warmness ; yea, ^^here re-

ligion in its purity is yet professedly countenanced, and the
'

worship ofGod owned, even there we may see the poive^
and spirituality of this is a strange and unknown tiling ,;

that by many within the church and of some repute there-

in, it might be questioned. Is there indeed a Holy Ghost,
and an z>i-7Ut2r^ teaching of the spirit, which by its working
and eincacious influences is known upon tl)e soul ? Or, is

there such a thing as recdfellowship and converse with God,
in the secret and the more public duties of a christian,

that is assuredly found ? Oh what cause is there to fear,

the shaclovv' and form will be quickly gone, "whcnlhtpojver
thereof is so great a mystery ! I know, it is a sore chal-

lenge, and may seem strange to some. I do here profess,

it is not to, reflect on any place, or particular church, more
ihab another. But we may say, this wa.it and decay is too
great and universal to be hid ; and now the tide seems so
far spent and gone back, yea to a small appearance of its

return, arul the chur::h of Christ at that pass. That if the

faithfuhifS'; of God were not surety, which stands good for

all, we m'l^^nt upon ordinary appearance judge, nothing else

is left, but u .\v To your tents e'dery man ! that each one
should shiic ii)r himself, and give over the church. But
sure I am (I bless the Lord, without debate in this matter)

upon a better warrant than appearance, our safety is this

day to keep byline vessel, and not part interests with an af-

flicted andJlliTJos'l sinking church ; a public spirit may yet

be found the choicest w§y to secure a private interest. Oh
what dovve^ see ! Is not almost every where w//'.? bands
upoh theirfoins f ,and. ^ofufle inquiry in that ex'rrme ex-

igence, vvti'at point ofduty can yet be essayed, to get rehg-
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?67; up again, which now is at so sore a backset 1 We
might hope, a great outcoming shouUl be, where little is

t;;ipectcd, even upon a small stirring of duty. Some things

X am sure, are to be ivis/jcd, that would be of singular use
f^. promote this interest : wiiich I sliall very bricfiy point at.

, Fit sty It should be wished, tliis great mean of prayer^

y^t left to the church, were with more singleness and/d";--

ijency improved, both by die christian alone, and in con-

verse vvith others. This is well known, in the most dark
arid dismal times of her condition, what marvellous help it

hath brought at an extremity, when it hath seemed in some
manner ultimus conatus ecdesics^ and all other things gone.

0.\spirit ofprayer, what advantage hatii remarkably fol-

lowed upon this, to fetch the wind, yea, to get the vessel as

it were put on float, when it hath been a low ebb with the

church ! to hasten her delivery, and in the mean time
k^ep her wounds bleeding before the Lord ! Wc may say,

thus hath the meanest of the saints access to do a great

piece of service, even to the church universal, and the re-

covery again of the power of godliness, diat is now so far

gone.
2. With respect to this, it is to be wished, that a greater

correspondence through the reformed church u'ere more ef-

fectually pursued ; to knov/ others case, what eminent
hazard appears to the truth, or sore trial and assault that

some particular church may have bej-ond others ; for wit-

nessing mutual sympathy ; for communication of coun-
sels; the obviating prejudices and mistakes ; a grave in-

citement and upstirring of others, to the duty of the time ;

and thus a farther concurrence endeavoured, in promoting
the great interest of the gospel. Oh sad, that since the re-

formation brake up, so little of this hath been practised !

but now much more gone, that except by ordinary travel-

krsy or some time public gazettes^ the great concernments
of the neighbouring churches, and tlie more remarkable
occurrences ofprovidence therein, are but little known. I

should account it a token for good^ if something of a public
spirit, with respect to such a mean, did m.Oie appear. We
know not what advantage might follow this essay.

3. This should be wished, and might be a notable and
useful help, yea, of no great difficulty (now whilst there is

such plodding in religion, by airy notions, as if that great
interest were the essay of men's wit and invention) to stu-

dy the translating of some ofour choice English pieces, in

Qtier languages, which do most nervously hold forth the
truth (f godliness, both in its simplicity, and in the life and
power thereof. Such as are most {it to put men or* another
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S-ceitt, fctf bringiiig the riaked speculation of tculh clown td
that morQ iuear teeiing, and absolutely necessary soul corw
vfjfiWi/.thercwith ; yea,, such as with greatest clearness

nai^ht sbe\v the, world something of the inestimable advan-
Ugt^ -of cli^t'CXijeilent study, how well godliness suits, and
i^ w'singii-lai? help ill every calling and condition of men, to

nrik-c tMii' way: &asy arnd pleasant, amidst the plunges of
tUeir life-^ bat especially,- that may hold forth the indispen-
ha;blfi^necessiry thereof. It is sad to think in what a meas-
ISPe€xteUcnt iiolincss is wounded, and darkei^d by so
gre^ijta cldiid of prt-judic€, almost through the reformed
eiius^h, which is niuCh pretended, upon the extravagance
aad' uTisuitabie praclice of man^'- professing the same, ai>dP

jjefe-so iittic; care to obviate and prevent this.

,4t, . 1 must tijrther add what, I am sure, is to be v/ishecF,

'^bm\ 90 TnTall groiUid seemsof hope therein, and caHs now
fQPimijrch pi'p^ei", to -see a- spiritual ?A\i\ faithful tnimstry^

gi^'eiiitjOX'he church ; o|-.whom it might b^ said, these are
the ambassadors' of Jesus Christ, with their Master'is au-

^horjtjiitnpi-eised oa'tl>em ; who in earnest do travallin
birtb^to- have: Cliristformed in their hearers, and preach
vQ-im. a feelingiof that they speak i.to- themselves, as well as
«;>i;her3 ; suck- wtK> truly %'mtcbfor Tueri's souls, with an aw-
.&! itjipression of that, \e^?,i^their blood be required at their

hands.- How great a blessing should this be to a decayec!

church, aad what a ground- of hope were it ofa recovery \

Eorit is> seen and clearly witnessed, that connexion which
is betwixt the churches case, and tlie ministry thereof.

Was it noj^ seen- at the breaking out of the gospel, and the

marvellous- success- it had' m the beginning of the reforma-
lion after that long datrkne->s under antichrist ''s reign, how
choice andesoeilent a ministry was ttien sent forth ; yea,

\dvat a remarkable eon^eUation of great lights did appear,

who did both burn and sl^ine in their time. Oh ! thbse

arcgoiie ;^ m\\ but -a -few (apmparratively with that time)

*xlsuch a splFit ii#w to be foilnd : but this. stid remark we
cannot siaun^ ^xxat^w^g^gm'&st pi-ague the christian world
s^daiiv^^ <^^^*^*^:?^*f<^^»^^^'4--^^'*P''C^ this elay is under, is

froiu t'ne 'ili<^^c^i&/«cfA•^>-_by vvhomthe.tKuh^in its power,hadi
t^cu iBu»>2.-;ifay/z^6'(A tliaiiita .n:K)3t- protessed adversaries.

),i4a(-)W, tUcre vy^itntSinoti-MiCh "i horridparty in this tirtis.

\\iiV>>^tvvko ;uiv;iiuage tsc>, reflect on wwOi .deciy that^excellcnt

o.f§<;<(j^ aii'd a])paiHtnwnt of Je!>us Chrisit;ffoa;. his church,. he-

catisj of tile iibu>e thereof; whom- 1 dire not', from the awe
r>i"'^^.^jB^'it»B<w*;^t'rvi^1; their c|iak

is.a'il tHeir Stjv«rcth-,: hnlp'je Ldrd' rebuke'iba^Cvd spir,{ty

\ivV;y ..;b^^j|dia ihe yvjofky; W5i]^t i s|^?jjc:,tC;,thtfi gi^fa^ ae^ -
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vantage, the church and the power of refigion hath by %

faithful ministry, I must further add this, as a debt the pres.

cnt generation owes to the posterity, to witness a particu.

lar care and respect to such who are looking fonh with
some aim to this great calling ; that in so saddening a day
these might be encouraged and stirred up (I mean where
there is some promisirig appearance) to follow their aim,
and not faint, when dimculties seem to grow in their way,
and the sickle no^v taken out of the hand of many faithful

labourers ; but especially for their taking along with other

studies, th.at more excellent studj^ sanctification^ which is

so indispensably necessary to make able ministers of the
Nciv Testament. Sure those have now a special advantage
to witness their lo% e and respect to Jesus Christ, who keep
their face that way forward, when there seems no other ill'

citemcnt, but Xhc service of such a Master ! They may
liave a mean aj^peara^nce, and at this day conflict with many
difficulties, on wiiom great seivice may yet wait for the
church of Christ.

Inference IV. It is a duty of special use ^^
with respect to

Ji right understanding and distinct conception of the fulfill-

ing of the scripture, to dis£ern the times,^ and inquire seri-

Quslt/ thereabout .' since it is dear, that in particular ages
and periods of time the scripture must take place, and the

prophecies th( reof, which relate to each period of time,
nave their particular and exact accomplishment therein.

It is sure, this can be no matter of debate, that such a duty
is called for in so dark an hour upon the church ; yea, the
greater the darkness grows, it seems to have a more press-

ing call ; when we see the clouds gathering, that they are
Sike to cover the face of the sky ; the church universal so
sore benighted, that she hath almost lost her way amidst
these mists, and among the multitude of these bypaibs

:

for then it is not only incumbent on the public watchmtn,
but we may say, concerns the godly every where, to be on
this tkccount seers, to know the times, and what Israel ought
to do. Sure it is, no christian wants his watch tower,
where he may get up, by a near converse with Ged in the
scripture, and thence as from a great height consider the
present time ; yea, have jv clear view of the most Strang;?

perplexing occurrences thereof, how amidst these his nvorA
about the church keeps its way, and moves stiii forward,
without losing of ground, and his truth does convincingly
take place.

Now with respect to this I shall here offer some thoughts,
what in so necessary a duty concerns the godly, end calh
for their serious inquiry, for a right discovery and uridir-

Y Y
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standiitf'dfibfimey and shall shortly touch it irtXfei^
parliculars. _

' ''

First, It is of great import to know from the scripture,
HDhat of the night it is, how far it seems to be spent, and
now in what watch thereof the church is fallen, as to he/
present state. For thus we miglit know to what period Of
\itr condition these great and remarkable things^ which fell

but in the world, do relate. This, 1 confess, would be a
perplexed business, if the appearance of things were our
guide, and- wanted that blessed conduct of the written
word, w'hen the church's way seems involved in so strange
a labyrinth. One th'in^ is sure that the Lord hat/jfounded
2i<)?i,and is now building htv up : which marvellous wOrk
cannot halt, but in all ages is in a continued progress,
wherein the great builder doth lose no time. And fron^
the scripture these things seem clear and manifest,

1. That as the whole ehction must tthtahiy so now are
there a great many of that elect church already entered in;

to a ?rif^/72/>/6£?«/ condition, and are now got safe on shore,
There4s this day a great and innumerable company of all

nations, tongues and languages, that were of old oommit-
ted to the Mediator's trust, and to be brought forth under
the times of the New Testament, who 2cce perfected 2x\i\

before the throne ; -eSttr whom the gospel did follow, and
made many a long step to bring them in from the furthest

corners of the earth.

2. This also is clear, that the church miUtant hath now
passed and is gone through that long continued and most
dismal trial, which under the times of the gospel and until

the close of time was to go over her head, even that sore
bondage from antichrist, and under his reign. It is true,

this adversary does not cease, nor give over the quarrel

:

for he wants not wrath, when his power is abated ; and
this day we see him in a great stir, to raise up that accurs-
ed interest, aixl set it in its own place, that hath so remark-
abl5'^been brought down, and begim to fall before the gos/
pel. But a step further of xh^iX judgment (which assuredly

is n^'t' sleeping:): will end the business. However, this is

now manifest, that th6 winter is past, ^Y\(\i\\t church''

s

spring begun, yea, in a large measare advanced ; whose
growth piid tender blossom the cold nor storm cannot'

blast, but must be subservient thereto, and hasten the

^z/w2W^r'^ approach.
^

3. Upon this inquiry, ivrjere the church now is ? arid /a'

what., or what manner of time, her present state seems to

faJlPI think there nre clear and convincing symptonisj
by-^vhieh some ricfi^Mecrisis in he'r" condition may bedis-"



Appendl9f. 574

Cerrjied.:, that after, many confiictp, and sore vvFCstiingj

siribe her victory begun over antichrist^ this time of the
church seems to fall under that more remarkable assdult,

\vhich may be looked for from, this adversary before the
pouring out o^xh^Jifth Dial on his throne and seat ; which,
as the prelude of so great a victory, niay in some pro^
portion thereto be more dreadful, and sharp, for a time, than
any. we have seen. I humbly judge, the scripture ppiHts
clearly iit this, which shews the wrestling condition .^f the
church and a war continued bctVvixt'£i;z?/V/6nV/ and the.

Z.amb, cy^n in his falling state, (^\Rey. xv'ii. lA.} uniii

inat last decision (which is made sure in the churches fa<

your) put him off the field ; .For tbe Lamb, shall (mrcoTfi^y
andthey thai aricn his side, who are called^ and chdsenand
faithful. And since it is thus^ that the church's interest is

advanced, by the renewed assaults of that adversary'^ should
it jbe strange, that the several steps of her rising have] some
conflict and opposition proportioned thereto ?- Must sl>e-

not be in pain and labour^ as a 'imman in iravaili forjper
bringingforth? Yea, do not the sliarpest- showers both
presage and hasten the delivery ? For this doth -the scrip*
ture witfiess, which is written for the ages to come, Micah
iv. 13 . Be in pain, daughter of Zion,' and, go foMh unto
Babylon, for there shah thou be deliisered. I must juclgCj

so formidable an approach of antichrist this day, and^he
advantage he seems to have, with these sore struggUngs of
the church of Clirist, as in an extreme betwixt life and
death, do more promise, than threaten ; and are a hopeful

,

presage of afurther enlargement, and the bringing forth,

some great nd important truth in its season to a perform-
ance; yea, have a direct tendency, under the wonderful!
condi^ct of the blessed disposer ofthese things j to helpf^r--
ward such a mercy. ...','..,, rjx-;

4. This we may know from the scripture, thpuglv fiow^
it seem a contradiction both to sense and reason, that the-

church"*s interest is on a present ad-vance, and at this day oh ,

the pre^oailing hand. It is true, under all the changes of
her condition, and through the whole tii^e . of the New
Testament, this truth must be made out (John iii. 30.)
that Jesus Christ in his kingdom must increase even when
choicest instruments wear out, and to-appearanee are in a
most languishing decay ; that interest doth x\itnf,ourish as -"

the palm tree,tht rnore it is depressed; nor haUi the
church fcjounds set.tp its continued increase, until it once
come to the perfect day \yhitTiibe kingd<^m shall be delitier-, •.

edup 'to the Father, and all powers subdued and brought

,

under tjie. ^edjatorJsfee.t^ : ]puX .\h.h. rise.and- -increase ,d|^
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the church, which is here understood^ on th'Sfalling ofari,^ •

tichrist^ I must say, hath a further reach, anci is in a more'
-

eminent conspicuous v/ay pointed ut in ; the scripture, as^^

that which waits on a more solemn and remarkable period '.

ofthe church's state. It is true, such hours may falHn,'

-

with some sad intervals, in which success and all advan-
tage appears on the adversary's side ; for thus'v.e find thc.^

scripture point forth ^3:«;i^/6/7.?r'j ruin, and the 'progress of'
hisjudgment and downcasting in the various steps there-

of, with a special resemblance to the Lord's way with Pha-
raob ; ofwhom he appears, to have been a type, such ju-

dicial strokes of induration on both, a gradual procedure
by one plague after another, with the same effect and pro-

duct, to give the church aHew assault^ on any favourable

interval; until the great God make his power knoimi, as

once he did at the Red Soa. For there we may say, did

the Lord first found a national church, with a special type

ofthe great works and deliverances he would do for her in

after times, and by this represent that marvellous stroke he
is to bring on antichrist. It is not strange, to see the truth

brought down to the gra'oe^ yea, as it were buried^ when
even this thing, by the overruling providence of him who
maketh ail thirrgs work togetherfir her good, is turned to

her advantage, and tends to her rising with a greater lustre

and brightness ! Who could in an ordinary way judge tlie

reformed church then upon an advance, in the French mas-
sacre, the catholic league there, and the Low Country per^

secution by Aha ? Yet these were an antecedent prepara-

tion to her further rise, which a little time made appear. •

- 5. This further I shall add as to the present trmeofthc
'church, which from the scripture seems clear, that blessed

and much longedfor, and glorious day cf the secondcoming
'pfour Lordjesus Christ (.which, as^ the last period ofthe

^i\A\ accomplishment cjfall that is written, will once for all

'and for ever put a glorious close to the church's \varfare ;

the soldier's sword and helmet shall then be laid aside, and
give place to the victor'^s harp and crown, never to be laid

down asain) hasteth apace. O let him who vvriteth, and
him who readeth, say, eiicnso ! come. LordJesus, qtiickly.

ift is sure, that God who hath appointed man his time, and
with whom is the number of his months -and years, hath

set time its glass also, and bounded tiie duration of this

world, that it cannot continue one minute more ? And
though the particular time falls not under our inquiry,

which the majesty of (jod hath concealed from the angels :

yet is this clear, there are signs given of its neat approach.

Which in their sear^on will be dibccriublc, though litdc no-
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ficed by /Z'tfiL'or/f/; it being in such a lttharg5% and men
then so thronged with the cares of this Ufe, that tht-se gray© ;

forewarnings n ill not rouse them up. But'it is evident,-,/:

such sig7is are ?ioi given in vain: for there vVith the cburcb *

hath a call to discern wisely '^vhat -appearance there is ojf- :•

the approach of that day ; yea, on such an accoojit :t©:o

lift up their head witli a solemn cangraflitetlon. O-what: siv
marvellous truth is this, die serioiii thoughts of whiehix^

might give men new subject for wonder 'each d-^sYi thatab^^
tinie isbastenuig, wh^n \.\\q Redeemer (^i the church sh^i.-J

appear in the clouds of/ieai)en,iiiflaniingfir^^o^i^h 2iriM)^.z

numerable company of the an^th^-,'- -and~'ncr\e-/^:.^t/^t<2£'^

the saints hath not long to 'sleep, b(. fai-e-'thfe'y ht^a^ak^:
with that unspeakable sweet and -ravishing sound.'^af.:dKji-

last trumpet ! Faithful is he who hath /;ro/W,yifi^.-y£a,j&Hr/

further assurance, v/e iiave a solemn oath thereto, hsi- Jtaji.,-

who lives for ever and ever. It is long since j£v*?;t.-g3S«5o

this' warning to the churchy Behold, he comethixiith dmdsth-^
and then did these primitive christians solace themsel'we§-->

on that ground. Some lew ccidences of this day's xipproiKh:.,

with a safe warrant from the scripture we niayxiliscern 5:

which as the blossoming of the spring doth witness . tli(|

summer is no\y near.
_

CI.) If the '•cchole days ofthe gosipel%

since that glorious triumph of the Mediator in his sufteri*

ing for the church and his resurrection, be upon the scrip«r

ture's. reckoning ^i;(7 last times^w^wwx^ then/judge, 7/6^

flight isfar spent ^ and the day at hand. (2.) If in:.the days
of the seventh trumpet tlie mystery ofGod shall hs, finish*

edf is not this clear, that tuo ages are almost pg3t since it

degun to blow, under w hich the interest of the gospel hath
a most remarkable advance? (3.) If the last stroke and
Utter aboHshing of ^fz/zV/.W^r shall be l?y the brightness of
Christ''s second comings (2 Thess. ii. 8.) is there not soljd

ground thence to judge, this blessed day hasteth, when his

falling is so far advanced ? It is sure, we have seen his

kingdom in a great measure darkened, his consuming .and
jnouldering down by the breathy of Chrlsfs mouth in ^thc

preached gospel : and now wait in hope for that inqre re-

markable step of hisjudgment, which thescriptuiie, Ithint,
gives as a near sign of the coming ofthe Lord ; even/such
as the white sky and morning brightness is to the. watch-
man, of the day's being neaf. And thus, as we see, the f^u-

in and downfall of the man of sin advance, there seemsio
be a proportional ground of certainty thence to conclude
the near approach of the day o{ Christ^s second coming.
Secondparticular y which in our discerning the time calls

for a serious inquiry is this, w/^jr the present appearatKe
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and s'^ns of the time seem to point at.
^
For these, as the

pulse r^ ti e body, are of special use lo give acleaf discov^-

ery of its ^^mpcf and clispoiritioa. ! but this is a prognostka^^'

tion, that goetli above the stars and ail the rules of astrolo*

$y, wnicn the scripture only can make us know. 1 cohi
ies3, this day they seem sad, and every where look with £i'

threatening aspect oh the church. Pfe see ?iot new our
signs, and those itpkensfor good^ which sometimes have
a^bpearerl.: bat there are presages, if we could gravely look
thereoii, thatn^iignt cause us with, astonishment to inquire,-

What can syca things portend, and when will be the end
ofthese .wonders ? Some few I shall briefly point at, which
concern. this time ; that if we be not much asleep,, might
be ycrw rousing, and make hs regard the same with an aw-
ful and bumbling impression ; for.tliey trnly threaten.-

Yet •: tn ist say, with a refererice to the .scr/j&mr^, and upoit

an in Uii-y into that unerring record about their meaning ?

Firsi, ve have a safe warrant from them to conclude, that

whatever may befall a particular church, yet nothing thence
can be concluded as demonstrative of a mortal prejudice to

the church universal. For though this or that particular

churcii may i^e cut off, and spewed out ofbis mouth (as many
havt^. and mos'.. of die particular churches may this day
meditate terror : If be spared not the natural branches y take

heed lest he also spare not thee, should sound an alarm to

cacn chiu'ch ; those very things with highly aggravating •

circumstances, being too obvious and easy to be found
with them, for which he casts others off) yet he must in-

crease, and his kingdom must be a coming kingdom : yea,

when he seems to lose ground in one place of the world, it

is raadr up with advantage by the enlargement of the same
in another place ; and otten out of the very ruins and dissi-

pation of that c'mrch which he casts off, he carries .mate-

rials to buikl him an house elsewhere. In which case we
,

are, instead ofa querulous saying, Whij is it thus? to adore
and bless the glory of the Lordfrom his place, to justify his

proD?dure, and be glad, that they to lohom he ivas not spok-- \

en of, shall see, and they Ukbo had not heard shall under.\ ':

stand. Secondly, \wq may also say with the same warrant,'

that even a particular church, which hath very death pre-

saging symptoms, and scarce a token for good, can by him
vohp healeth backslidings and lo^oeth freely, be recovered.

lie can make dry bones to founsh as a green herb ; for '

the issues from spiritual deatl^i belong to him. He can

make them who had fallen iiom tlieir first. Jove, r<f pent

and do 1.1 le first works ; whereby the fl'fj&<7r/w^ oftheglo-

'ry^ and the removing of the candlestick oui of his place v
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shall be prevented. I am so rruch the more pressed ta

touch this a little, because the very few serious, ^ vylio

are 3'et kft (or delivtrecl from that spiritual stupidity,

which hath seized on others) v hile thry lay to heart t^e

things wbick concern the kingdom of Jesus Christ,^ are,,

upon the frightful aspect of afiaii s, and on the considera-

tion of what they observe in the ttn.pt r of men, and ten-

dency of things, rt ady to cast aijoay all confidence^ and_

abandon themstives to a simple despondency : ihey aU
most question, whether tliey ought to entertain any 1 ope,^

that we shall any- more be called by that blessed iiar'.e, Ji^,^ .

hpfoah Shammah, iht hoid is there; seeing nothinn; if)*:-

pears at present in the disposition of men, or dispens /-|^;

ofGod, which doth not seem to portend a final deparcuvC^

Notwithstanding whereof I would desire such, as to bej",

ware lest in their heartlessness they limit the holt/ one 'fls-^'

r<7(?/,and circumscribe the sovereignty of gmc- '^•^';~
y.k':

just latitude and hmhs, so for their establish rr

such a despondency and for their excitem< n' •

'

wrestling with him in order to his abode with u- : \ .

sider these particulars,

,first. We may call this one of the signs and pr^ageti
of the time, that the ^f'y// is now so much aloft, and im ^'/

strange "iVay bestirring himself Vi^^Xust the church ; to bei:,

set every where a prejudice at the truth, which this day b^r'

very remarkable -effects of his pov^er may be seen. I^ !S;^

sure, Ad" is a bad neighbour ; yet we must say, he endarK'[

.

gers the church niost, "when because he makes no great noise ';

he is least discerned. His being apparently quiet and stil!
"

hath been found in experience more fatal to the flourishing
"

and real success of the gospel, than his rage .; and in his „

feignedflight more prevalent, than in lus more furious

assaults. But we have the scripture to ask concerning; ;

this; which makes these clean' (1.) That his appearing
'

with great ivrath, shews his time4€ be short, m-\d that it ;

will be no continued or long storm,^ i?i:"Z>. xii. 12. (^")*;

We thence know, iiis being \tt loose, with 'a more thaniisii- ,'

alHberty, to trouble the church, is prefjious to some great

and remarkable restraint ; which you may read, Rcd. xx.
7, S. where he is in a more special way let loose, but we
find fj. 10. his being chained upfor ever follow.

. (3.) We ^
may clearly see from the scripture the devil much aloft\

'

with a more remarkable stir and noise, when some great,

thingfrom the Lcrd\s to be brought forth for the church.
When the set time, that solemn and blessed time, was npvV

"

come of completing by that one sacrifice ^oy t^vtr'-^i^v. \vor\i
'^

of redemption, so that this hour atidpower of darkness did
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introduce an everlasting siinsliiile upon the church : and
Satan, by pursuing the Prince ofLife, unto the death, had
a most fatal overthrow. For by death he overcaine him
.who had the power of deaths that is, the devil : and by be-
ing lifted up upon the cross, he sp^/ded principalities and
powers, triumphing openly o'uer them; and thus dying,
sung the victory, and said, It is finished! whereby a vic-

tory over all enemies is eternally ensured to the sai Us.
Yea, is it not clear, what a hot alarm the church may ex-
pect from him, upon the approach of that great victory^
and tire dccioion of the last battle betv\i>:c Michael and
ihe dragon. ? see Rei). xx. 9, 10. what an appearance
he will then have, and in what a manner will he bestir

hirriself.

2. Is not this a present sign of the time, about whicli
v/e may with some astonishment inquire, what it doth
mean, and if it hath any favourable aspect on the churches,
^'hat "me see almost e-very where the most united and
formidable assault of the adversaries of the truth ; and its

special aim at the kingly power and supremacy of the Me-
diater, as head over his church ; at which great truth the
opposition of this lime seems most directly to be levelled ;

yea, we may say, the crown of Christ which becomes him
alone to wear, and this piece of his gloyy, is now betwixt
antichrist ?ind the princes of the earth divided, each con-
tending for his share. Sure, this is too discernible : and
at present the adversary seems to prevail, even to a bearing
down and bringing under of that great interest of our bless-

ed Master. But it is as sure there is no ground to. fear this

(being well understood) which is a most hopefid and prom-
ising sign to the church : for wc must thus rt ason from the

scripture ; if Christ must reign until ad his enemies be

brought in subjection, it is then sure, the greater the oppo-
sition and assault be, the victory must be the greater. And
if that be not only prayed for, but q clear prophecy, That
yesus Christ will take unto himself his great power^ arid

reign, must we not then expect he will take it, yea, in a
more eminent and conspicuous manner, when men are

seeking, in the height of their rebellion and rage against

the Lord and his anointed, to seize on his sceptre, and
.snatch it from him ? And if this also be sure, and in the

volume of that record of the scripture written concerning
him, that his crown must flourish on his cw7i head, shaO
not then his enemies be clothed with shame ? Yea, hath

not this truth a dreadful aspect en the crowns and scep-

tres of many princes,^ v.bo would rob the Mediator of

his?
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o. Is It not a strange presage and sign of the time, that

vje 710X0 see most hopeful imd pi gmising appearances for tlie

church's good, reiiiarkably blasted ; things, which in an
orchnary way looked to be grounds of encouragement,
made to fail I Wc see human props almost every where re*

moved, or broken ; the truth deserted by great men
; yea,

the families of such falling off" this day from the Lord,
whoiic ancestors fur a long time had been zealous for his

interest. 1 confess, this is a threatening appearance, by
which many now seem to be sliaken : but I \vould hum-
bly reason on scripture grounds, that it is no bad s'lgn^ but
hath th'^rewith some comfortable aspect on tlie. church ; it

being clear, (1.) That such "ixconnectlon is no strange thing
in the bible, betwixt an extreme exigence of the church's
ease, and the Lord's eminent appearing for her relief. See
'Is a. XXX. 18. Ixiii. 5. H. 20, 21, 22. Yea, I must say, it

is hard to find any great mercj' and remarkable deliverance
of the church, but hath at some such backset surprised
her; ~ (2.) Is not such a disadvantage and forsaken case
e:stpressly held forth as one of grace''s opportunities of do

^

mg good to his people F Kead yer. xxx. 14, 15, &:c. and
you will see it ; that when none is to plead her cause, no
healer, and Zion called an outcast, which ?jo man seeketh

fifter ; thence does the Lord allow his people to be en-
couraged, and to take it as a ground of hope, that he will
by his own immediate hand appear. (3.) Is it not from
the word clear, that a people at such a disad'vantage, and
under most visible luea/mess when in God's ^vay, may be
then made use of for greatest sermce ? They were in as
sore distress, of whom (Ifeh. xi. 34.^ it is written, Out of
iveakness they were made strong, &c. I sljall further add.
Can there be cause, from the withdrawing of human help
and probable means of safety, to fear the church's ruirr,

when it falls under his hand, who by things most destruc-
tive can serve his interest, and bring salvation at such a
time, when none but God could save ? and why are those
wonderful providences, that have so oft met the church in a
forsaken case, written before u$ in the scripture ? Is it not
for after times, to witness to posterity how the church may
be cast down, but not destroyed ; and though she fall, she
cannot lie still, but m^§t arise ? Hos. vi. 1, 2, 3. Nor
have jier adversaries ahyxjause oftriumph thence, Micab
yii. 8, 9, 10.
' 4. As to the present appearance of the time, is not this

a threatening sign, which hath a very dreadful aspect oa
•the church, even that discernible loss and clisachantage the

best now seem to be at^ in their frame, and that under dt

z z
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growing trial of the cliurcli ; and tlrc ^rcat distemper ma-
ny ofthtse appear to be in, whilst we may see much oi*

that holy fear and tenderness, that did formerly shev/ itself

amongst the godly, gone ; corruption aloft ; prejudice eas-

ily taken ; a spirit of jealousy poured out ; yea, very
strange and unusual out breakings in offence and scandal.

And oh ! is there not here cause of tear, that the righteous
God be on a further departure from his people, and that

his judgment shall yet more hotly pursue such, until he
have consumed this generation ? On which account if he
should makf us a generation ofhis wratby we are called to
adore and justify the unspotted way of the Lord. Yet ev-
en as to this, I must adventure with respect to sovereignty

&^ grace (which is only like itself, and infinitely above our
thoughts) to offer some discovery, from the scripture, of
what he hath dorie in like cases. How marvellously hath
the gracious and long suffering God interposed, and at such
a sore extremity helped his church ? For it is clear, (1.^
That when the church hath had no argument to make use of,

no confidence to plead, but broken and confounded under
the sense of horrid guilt, he iinds one in himself, Isai. xlviii,

9. For mij name''s sake •luill I defer my anger, &:c,

(2.) \Ve find the covenant made use of by the Lord, to

assist ajudicial procedure against his people. Psal. cvi. 44.
Nemrtheless he regarded their affliction, Tohcn he heard
their cry ; and rememberedfor them his co'venant. (3.)
We find the rage and violence of the adversary, and their

taking advantage to blaspheme, made use of as an argument
by him to own his people, who had otherwise ibrfeited all

the former grounds of confidence. Deut. xxxii. 26. (4.)
We may read hovi^ sovereign grace hath thus marvellously
stepped in, \vhen the rod did not humble, and smiting
would not do the turn. / smote them, and they ivent on
froivardly in the way of their heart, Isai. Ivii. 17. Yet,
says the Lord, I will not thus quit them, there is one cure
for all, / have seen their ways, and" will heal the?n. Such
a discovery abo liave we thereof, when a people's ruin*is

of themselves, and iniquity hath brought them low. Hos,
xiii. 9. Israel, thou has: destroyed thyself; but in me is

thy help. Yea, hath not grace rescued those on whom
their mercy must be forced, and while on a hot chase in de-

p^irting from Cjod ! Hos. ii. 7, 9. (5.) Have we not this

choiex' discovery of the Lord's way with his people held

forth in the scripture, that Vvhilst he works all their works
for them, He will work these in them also, Isai. xxvi. 12.

I shall add, thus hath the faedom of grace (O marvellous

ijrace !) sliincd forth in former age* of the church. But
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tliey sadly mistake its meaning, who are thus made secure

and not thereby led unto repentance.

5. This looks Hke one of the sigJis of our time, that

there is a great ceasing of l/?e godly, yea, the choice there-

of, even by a more than usuixi di':patch : and is not this a

*sad scripture presage of evil coming, when such are, (as it

"were) hastened away, that they may be hid in the grave,

from a further storm ? Yet these things seem clear also,

(1.) What a remarkable consumption did almost wear out

the church in the wilderness, whilst even then there was a

hastening of her after enlargemeivt ; and though a sore

judgment, yet the church's mercy, in a greater repair of

that loss, was lielped forward ; yea, we find Moses and
Aaron^ witli many of those who had been most eminent in-

struments in Israel's coming forth out of Egijpt, taken

aw-ay on a near approach of their entry into Canaan.^ (2.)

It is sure, some of the greatest promises of the scripture,

waits on the church, when brought to a very small rem-
nant, jE'z^'^'. vi. 8,9. Isai. xxxvii. 31. (3.) Hath not the

Lord said in such a case, The cGnstimpt'icn determined shall

oijcrflow with righteousness ? Isai. x. 20. That the next
tide can bring in as manj', with a marvellous iriCreasc% as

these former consuming strokes hi;d taken away ;
yea, is it

not seen, \vith a wearmg out ofthe godly, and a declining of

religion, in one part of the world, or of a country, where
many have been called, that it doth i^reak out remarkably
in another ? And thus the gospel recovers that interest,

which It seemed to have lost.

6. Does not the presait appearance of the time, threat-

en, by very unusual signs and presages, some sharp storm

to come now upon the ^voi•ld ? which in many instances

we may discern, that there is some remarkrible work of

judgment to be brougl\t forth, and a great break amongst
the nations near. (Thougli the earth seems this day in a
strange measure quiet, yea, so extraordinary a calm as is

now through the world, may it not be a presage of some
great storm, which as too clear and hot a sunshine foretells

a break of the weather.) Sure it is, there is ^ sound of
great wrath andjudgment, in the ears of many, who know
what it is to discern the times. It is well, the scripture is

near ; a prognostication that can answ"er all the ages of tlic

church : and it is there wc should inquire, what such a

sigfi docs portend .? We may not wish the e-vil day ; !:)ut

on such an appearance of the time, that awful impression

(Hah. iii. 16) is called for, to be in a trembling frame,
when Gon threatens and does thus utter his voice .\ yet is it

clear, that from these threatening signs there is a comforta-
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hie sound o{much good to the church. For, (1.) We find

days ofi)cngeance on the ivorhl, held forth as necessary for

the accomplishing of the scripture, Luke xxi. 22, and
made sui:)servient to the bringing tbrtli some special truth

thereofunto a performance. (2. ) We find in times ofgreat-
estjudgment, the church''s interest then set apart and secur^

^<f with a large warrant to the gocily, not to fear ; even whilst

his garments are dyed ivith blood. Isa. Ixiii. 1. Ezek,
ix. 4. Rci3. iii. 10. (3.) May we not see also the

church's enlargement^ and some of her greatest mercies
thus ushered in? Which is clear, /y^^. Ixiii. 4. Zeph.
iii. 8. And O what a strange connexion is there .-* That
the putting the earth in a flame, and overt mining the

nations, when the Lord, as a lion does rouse himself up to

the prey, should be the very rise to an accomplishing of
some great promises for the church's advantage, yea,

and as a prelude to tJK^ same ! Yet nothing more evident

to such who understand the scripture ; antl by sucli a sign
does the Lord speak comfortably to his people. We find

a dreadful ivinter storm on the world, pointed out as a
spring time to the church, and the trees puttingforth their

blossom., as Luke xxi. 25. It is clear, her deliverance may
be begun, and the storm then breaking, which may for a
time put the chui'ch unCer greater difficulties than before ;

yea, cause the godly to mistake, and tremble at the sight of
their mercy, because of those things by which it is ushered
in, even when it is before their eyes. I shall add no more
but this, It is our great concerinnent, to fear him who
guides all things, to whom alone the determination of
events doth belong ; and this is the v. isdom of his people,

not to faint ^l the strange appearance of the time or tlie

signs thereof, but to knoi\) ivhat is called Jm\ and thence

read personal duties, from the sad presages of public judg,

ments, and to pursue more nearness with God, and ensure

a retreat under his shadow until the indignation pass over.

For behold^ the Lord cometh out of his place to uisit the in^

habitants of the earth, and the earth shall disclose her blood,

and no more cover her slain. Isai. xxvi. 2L
A thirdparticular^ which concerns the godly \yith much

circumspection to notice and understand, in their discern-

ing the time, is the peculiar snares and hazards thereof.

This is tile scripture character of the %vise man, to discern

time and judgment, it being so oft A'erificd, fEcclcs. ix.

12.) that in an c^oil time the children of men are ensnared,

nvhen it falls suddenly upon them. Sure,_ it is, there are

searching times, when the christian's way is more diflieult

and narrow (though each day hatii its swarcs, w hich in u
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special way waits thereon) and then is it the ivisdom of the

prudent, to iindcrstmd his iva?/, and_ know his ground,
which the adversary by subtile and indiscernible approach-
es will seek to draw him off; then is a quick sagacious

discerning in the fear.of the Lord called for, to have their

eyes inthtir heud, and be in a watching posture, when the
net is closely spread under their feet. It is a sad remark,
too clearly verified oft times on a people professing the
truth, which is said of Ephrainu Strangers ha'ae deijoured

their strength^ and they knew it not ; yea, their not dis-

cerning of the same, proves a special cause of their further

ruin. And is it not written for the ages to come, in what
a secure and sleeping posture Sams&n had his hair cut '.

He first lost his discerning of such a snare, ere he lost his

eyes. We find David (through many of the psalms) in

his wresdings with God, more solicitous for tlie prevent-
ing the snares of wicked men, and a delivery thence, than
from their rage and violence. There is a feeling the pulse
of the times, by which the present distemper and hazard of
the church may be known, as well as of the body of man :

and 1 must say, this day in a special manner calls us to this

grave study. 1 intend no further application, but a very
short touch at some things in general, which rightly pursu-
ed in the godly man's serious study, may help to discern
something of the pubUc snares of the time, and how they
get advantage in their approach, for these closely wait
their scdson, for in 'vain is the ?2et spread in the sight of
the bird.

Firsts it is clear, each time hath its peculiar distemper
and ccils^ that have then a special jjower and prevalency
therewith, the observing of which concerns the godly, for

their more v.atchful adverting to the snares of that time.

For tlien the temptation of the time goes therewith, as the
present distemper discovers itself, whether in a hot boiling

fever, or in a dead lethargy ; and fellows those evils, which
are in that time most contagious, where the current of the
multitude runs, which is giving the godly the greatest as-

sault, and seem to be \\'armed under the favourable aspect
and countenance of great men

;
jt a, those evils which

promise some outward advantage and security from trou-
ble, when the question is stated between sin and suffering,

it is there the present snare does haunt, and there lies a
special piece of the godly man's work, to hold offand keep
a distance from the least accession thereto

; yea, I may
say next to the salvation of their soul, to be solicitous all

along their way, to have their garments kept from the
smallest stain and spot thereof. A touch, a small defile-
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ment from a pMc prevailing evil, being found to draw
more deep on the conscience, and with more difficulty do
men recover and escape thence, than from many other */}c/--

jw/j/ infirmities.

^2. Jt is also clear, there is some piece of the tnif/j of God
m each time of the church, that is more qucsiioncd ^nA
brought in debate, by which with greater advantage and
clearness we may know where a public snare dotli lie. For
here is its aim directed, to entangle and assault the godly
man, where in a special way he Js called to his post, to

contend for such an interest : and thus it may be said, if

ope keep sight well of present duty, he will with nif)re fa-

cility find out the scent, on which the sUare of the time is,

how it directs its motion to darken or cast an obstruction
in the way of that duty.

^
o. We may thus discern z prevailing snarc^ and its get-

ting ground, by that tendency there is in a day of trial, to

question and make new inquiry about duties which were
once clear and wiquestionable, when \\\€ir judgjnciit was not

i)iassed from any outward incitements. For this speaks
men-s finding a sad invention, to be rid of their conscience^

by extenuating present controversies : a <;]esign, which
(in the righteousjudgment of the Lord) is seldom set on
foot by any, but they too visibty thrive therein, for their

further ruin, and get an answer according to the idol of their

heart. Thus Balaam, we have in divine record as a
dreadful instance, who tried that waj', and therein was
successful. And is it not a known remark, that a hesita-

tion ?l\\(\ fainting upon the heart, from ^\ant of resolution

to suffer for the truth, will not long want a scruple iti the

head, to cause a debate thereabout ; and then it is easy for

a snare to enter. O with what fear and tenderness should
light be guarded ; which, as the apple of the eye, may by
the least (hing be hurt, but is not easily healed ! Thus is

it, men do insensibly wear out from under those former
impressions they had upon them of duty ; and ere they
are aware have their judgment by a judicial stroke deter-

mined in that, xyhich was before their desire. They know
little that depth of a man''s heart, \\ho are not jealous over

a change on their judgment in an hour of trial, when its

tendency is. to spare themsehcs.
4. We may disct:rn a public snare m its approach, by

that achantage the ad-iiersary gets thereby to dii}ide the

godli/y and those who appear /(?r the truth mnongst them-

sehcs. For then it is easy to enter by such a breach, and
throw in the loait in so muddy a water : it being too obvi-

ous, what an advantage a snare hath, where jealousy, with
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men's eyes off the public hazard, and blunts that edge of
contending for the truth, in smiting one another. I do not
mean but there may be a necessity oft on the godly, to

•withstand their friends to theirface, yea, the most eminent
in the church, were it a Peter

^ (Gal. ii. W.) when the

truth is concerned ; but this should be with greatest cau-

tion and tenderness, to obviate a breach, or quarrel, which
is like the breaking in ofwaters, whilst the watching 'adver-

sary waits his advantage in such a day of tlieir halting.

And it is too sadly known, how small a wedge, that is driv-

en with a tendency to that end, makes way for the entry oii'

a further snare ; see I Ci r. xi. 16. what a sad connexion
there is betwixt a dividing time ofthe church, and a further

departing from the truth. But we must always take heed,
that we so pursue union am.ongst ourselves, as that Christ,

and his cause be not left alone.

5. A present snare may be seen by the sudden change of
known adversaries, and thefriendly iiisimmtians of those
who are wont to threaten.^ That in such an appearance
there lies an ambush, and is but a change of weapons for a
se;.n advantage, sure this sliould be ground of fear, and a
cautious advertence to be much alone with Gon, that men
niay know the voice of the shepherd, lest they follow after vl

stranger ; it being more usual, to be stolen off their feet in

a calm, than blow n down by a storm ; it is hard to stand
before the blandishments ofmen, where that more endear-
ing and sweet relish of peace with God is not kept on the
soul, which is a choice mean to make the ear deaf to the
most charming voice of the enchanter : oft hath it been
seen, that adders'' poison is under their lips, whilst wrath is

boiling in their heart, fPsal. cxl.) yea, that the cruel mfai;
can change his countenance, when it is fit to lay a snare,

and with J(7^Z' embrace them in their arms, whom they vci.

tcndxo smite under theffth rib.

6. May not tluis a snare be seen in its approach, by that
prevalence ihefear ofman hath over the time, and that un-
usual command it seems to have sometimes over the spir-

its of men, even those \s\\ohQ former zcalm\(\ resolutionfor
the truth hii^h in other trials with much advantage appear-
ed ? Here is indeed cause to watch ; for /// thefear ofma?i
there is a snare fProv. xxix. 25. J which then will take ad-
vantage to pursue, when it finds men in a flying posture,
and shrunk so far below their former appearance. We
find tiie godly man hath his breastplate : but he hath no
piece of armour for \\\s buck, when he turns his face from
reiiiating. It is sad, when the a\!vuo.iiy is taught to fol-
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low, by our fainting : and that spirit which is in the "ccorht^

seems to be upon the ascendent, with a prevalence eveti'

over the spirits of the godly^ : yea, those debased and made
contemptible in their eyes, in Avhom the ai)pearance ofGod
and his authority upon them at another tune would have
made the hearts of their enemies to tremble. This is too
obvious, in a humbling and judicial time of the church,
until once that hour of her trial go over.

7. A public snare is then to be feared, and calls for a
watching eye, by that success which waits on a sinful

course ; especially when such a shine is ofany continuance.

For then ne=>!o queries will be started, strange reports spread,
with m\ich subtile refltction on the ivay of the Lord, to

make the godly question the same. The psalmist found
it not easy to stand before this, which put him to bring un-
der debate his principles, and the advantage of his cause,

f^sal. Ixxiii. l3. And in such a trial doth the ad'Dersary,

by some continued observation, know how to assault the
followe»\s of the truth, and attack them at their weakest :

then is it the scandal of the cross Q.^u^&\h. many to offend ;

then it is sore for such to sufler, who k?io%o not thefellow^

ship of the cross of Christ, which is a piece of the greatest

and most near fellowship with him upon the earth : yea-,

then the church may run more hazard from some of her
friends, than from the professed adversary. For thus oft is

a prevailing snare helped forward ; it cannot but be a
3:'arching and hazardous time, when many are turning

aside, and some of understanding suffered to fall, who are

ready to press their sin as duty, on others ; for seldom do
such fall off, but are found more stirring and active in such
a way to engage others, than they were while holding their

former integrity, to pursue the truth's interest ; thus %ve

ha'ue seen it, so it is, let us hear it and know itfor our good.

8. Thus a snare of the time may be discerned, by the

tendency thereof to corruption in the church, and a produc-'

ing still the same effects, whatever be pretended, when by
the hands of Esau, it discovers itself, though it have the

voice of Jacob. And doth not the ruin.of many, Avho have
dashed on such a rock, and have been thus taken, put a

sad mark thereon ? For it may be said, no snai^- or subtile

contrivance of the adversary awaits the godly in the pres-

ent time, but if men do not consent to shut their eyes, they

may from the scripture and observation of the church, sec

'at others cost some discernible beacon set thereon ; what
a sad tcnden-'.y such a thing hath still had, to a making ship-

•wreck of faith and a gopd conscience ; how hard it is to

dance about the lire and not be burned, or stand in the way
and couhicls of ungodly men and not be ensnared.
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9. It seems to threaten a snare, when inquiry about the
duty of the time is pursued without respect to the present
tase and circumstances thereof. For thus a snare may
wait in a thing at ether times indifferent^ the neglectWhere-
of under some special circumstances may be a quitting

their duty ; and the doing- also, or yielding to son^elhing
in another case nvarrantable, at sometimes may fall under
amoral prohibition. As this, when a thing in itself indif-

ferent, Circa sacra et cidtum Dei^ is pressed by the magis-
trate, as necessary by virtue of his sole command, and to
the subjecting the godly in things wherein they are not sub-
ject, and to^ the prejudice of another jurisdiction ; can
there be an inquiry about this in the general, without a
particular application to the complex case ? It may be said
Vi snare is then on the entry, when that consideration of the
prophet is not much regarded in the present question. Is
this a timefor such a thing P For the disciples to refresh
themselves with sleep, was a piece of innocent duty ; but
that they could not -watch this one hour %mth their Master
in his sufferings, must needs vary die case ; for it was in
so far a deserting him.

10. I shall further add j is not this a sad appearance of
some public snare getting advantage, which is witnessecf by
a prcoious disposition, and that prevalence private engage-
ments to an aiitward interest hath upon men's spirits ? For
a snare enters not without a call, and finds within, its

greatest strength and advantage
; yea, a conformity to the

yjorld^ with an insensible wearing out of soul tenderness^
is too oft known to have a tendency for conlbrmi.« ; to an
evil course. For the motion is then down tiie hiil ; and
there is cause to fear, the snare will follow in there, and lie

about that interest, which otherwise hath got the mastery
over thern. How many in embracing tlie world, have at

the next step fallen off from the truth ? No weapon hath
been more made use of against the church, and hath ruin-
ed more : so that it may be said, where ptl\er snares have
killed their thousands, this its te7t thousands. I must say,
such an appearance in a time of the church's trial is like
the breaking forth ofher gray hairs ; noi- is it easy for those
to stand, or resist, who arc so far gone backward, or keep
their feet before a^ snare, where the truth ceaseth to get a
command over their heart.

A fourth particular, wliich calls for a serious inquiry,
from those who know) the time, and are wise to discern the
same, is this, IVhat can the righteous do ? when tliere is a
grorbing darkness on the church, and the v^xyfoundation
like to We shaken : yea, the hearts of ma;ny so far down,

«» A A
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tliat ihey arc like to lose their hand therewith, in the wi^t-

*er of" duty, and give over, as men astonished, saemg thi.%_

t'lnl isfrom the Lord. It is no small tiling, to manage well
such a time ol' the church's trial, and in so sharp a storm
there is need of much ballast ; but we know, the scripture

of God is near, which stands good for his people's con-
duct, to let them know how to steer their course in the
darkest nigl^t, and from that blessed record there is one
thing clearly held forth to answer such a time, which is a
great duty ; Let the righteous hold on his "v<^'i/, and he who
hath clean hands wax stronger and stronger. Job xvii. 9.

For it is sure, they have cause and solid ground for this,

though the earth should in a more strange manner reel, aijcl"

the pillars thereof seem to be dissolved : since it is certain

i\nd true,

.

{i.^ Thai all is wtU^ and nothing can flill wrong, whilst

the fonndatlon af God, which is his eternal counsel, held

Ibrth in the scripture, abides sure. Though other founda-

tions besh'iken, the godly man does then lie at a safe anchor,
which will not drive in a stormy dny : his great interest is

beyond hazard, though more than an immortal soul were
in that adventure : his heaven is sure, whereof he cannot

be beguiled, whilst things upon the earth seem most uncer-

tain ; and must it not then be well with the el-urch, were
k even skiking iiito the grave, since tlie Mediator will

bring it \\\> again ? Men's evil eye caimot hurt, nor their

cursing blast that interest, wjiich God- hath blessed. Foe
it is then sure, there is no enc/iantm'ent against Sixcob^ nor

jdiwnoiion against \srA<i\.
_ ^ /." •

(•2.-) Is not the iT/z//^, and tile great interest' of ^^^////^^i",'

that to a christian, and in such a manner known to liim,

that it nei'ds no testimonyfrom men, or incitement from ex-

tz;«/?/t' of' others ? For to these it commends itself, and
does witness its reality, though by all the generation

aniongst whofu they live,, k should be cried down. Jt is

sure, to be a- christian indeed, requires iSxr-y^Xo know the

tr.uth, and be founded onsucii a ground, that can supiprt

ixna quiet the soul in the greatest falling offofothers, though

none else wcvc to walk in -that way ; that ifit were suppos-

ed, Giic serious christian in such an age w^re in the whole
work!, ami thus left alone, there is so great a discovery and
.'.errainty ofthe truth to be known upon the soul, as should

obli!:?e him to such a declaration with Joshua, But asfor

vie, fwiilscr'Se the Lord. O to see a generation of men oi'

s^ic'v metde, who with resolute peremptoriness would for-

su/^e alimcn, and folbw the Lord, and nerve him \vithout

«onipany, if better miglit not be : ne might by the hand of
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Stich expect to be led through Jordan, after our Moseses
are dead, bV whom we were led through xh^ Red sea : but
aias, Avhere are they !

(3.) Have not those ground in the dc^hesi time to be
confirmed, who may see cause to improve the jnost shak'mg
things, which fall out in their day, for ihinr further estah-

llshment ; and ytrcugthen their hand iu'^tiie way of the

Lord, by those dispensations at which manVrStumbk ? It

is strange, to observe what a challenge and upcast some
have in their nflectingontlie truth, on those grounds which
in their conscience they must adn^it to be a convincing wit-

ness thereto. But haying at some length t-lsewhtre touch-
ed this, I shall but add these few things more, which as e\'-

ident grounds of establishment in the way of the ford, and
for our further strengthening therein, should be improved,
whi^h yet are an usual chalk nge by many against llie same.

First^ That the number seems so small^ who follow the

truth, and are found serious in the study o^ godliness, can
be no ground to question this, without a strange mistake ;

since men must either quit the scripture, or admit, t/ie ivaij

to lift is strait, and few sntcr therein : yea, that the small
convoj'' the truth hath in the world is an expr^ess verifica-

tion of it. Is there the least warrant, to make thesufirage

of the multitude a test of the Vv^ay of the Lord ? But it is

:>"!jre, we can shew them -he contrary, that his folio\\ers are

a select number, chosen out of the VvOild, the great bulk
\^ hereof is outlawed, andputc-it of the intercession of the

Mediator ; else the scripture could not be fuliilled. And
is not the falling ofmany from the truth a great seal the re-

to, no less than the incoming of others ? and that excellent

way of holiness, the more discernibly known by xsuch a
character, that it is evert/ xihere spoken against ?

2. That so great conlempt and reproaehdots this day at-

tend the truth and practice of godhness, should prejudice

3ione thereat : but be a hn-ther ground of strengthening, t{>

help the christian to hold on his way ; since it is nothing
else but what is foretold, and what the most excellent oi'

the earth in their time have met with, to be aeeoimtcd thf:

flth and offscourhig of the vjotld. In no age hath the truth

wanted such an assault, and in no age liath Jt v.an.tev.1 a tii .

umph over the same : yea, hath not the greatest reprcacli

.

er sometimes been forced to give in his retraction, and
make earuest of that Vviiich before he scoffed at .^ When
God comes near by a stroke of his judgment, then do the
proud change their style ; aiid speak in another lai\guage.

upon the awful appearance of death. But this also dotji

witness, wiiat a niiuvelious thinji' religion i:, which witli
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those who know it, loseth no weight, when under the great,

est cloud of detraction and contempt ; for then is Christ

still precious, and Iiis way desirable, u72to those ivbo believe.

3. That sentence is not speedily executed against an evil

course, we see what improvement the \vorld makes thereof,

to be more desperately wicked : but is not this also a seat

and confirmation ofthe truth ? and a ground for esiahlish-

went in the way of the Lord, which verifies the scripture,

Ecclcs. v\\\. 11. And it is there men may see, a short re-

prieve from punishment is no pardon, or acquittance,

whilst sin runs on to an after account ; that judgment de-

ferred, when therewith a further hardening appears, doth
threaten more, than a quick and present dispatch ; and
shews, the stroke will be the greater, when it comes.
Surely if this fell not out, whereof the world takes such ad-

vantage, it might in so far put us to question the truth, of
which one syllable must not fall to the ground.

4. So great aii abounding of profanity and ungodliness

"imthitt the church, is it not an undeniable seal to the verity

of the scriptures which thus takes place, and should help

the godly man to.hold on his way ? it being unanswerably
clear, there could be no darkness, if there were not such a

thing as light; or folly, if there were no wisdom; and is
' not excellent hoiiv£ss thus evidently made known in its op-

posite, to which there could be no contrariety, if itself were
not most real. .

5. That the truth seems so much entangled hi a tenfu-

sion of contrary doctrines, and we see it without ceasing

pursued by error, and the assault of those adversaries, who
in every age are seeking to darken the same, can be no
ground of prejudice and shaking, without a strange mis-

take : but should strengthen the godly in their way, and
help them to wax stronger, who have the scripture thus

so expressly fulfilled before their eyes. It is sure, the

Lord hath made hisivay plain, nor does that blessed record

give any ground to turn aside i^nto crookedpaths : for those

are clouds of men's own creatmg, which have such a ten-

dency to darken the same. But we see truth in all ages

waited on by error, which (with any brighter discovery

thereof) breaks out like a thick fog ; tliough these can nev-

er unite, no more than gold and clay can join together : and

it is clear, the notion of error were inconceivable, if the

truth had not a certainty and real being ; nor doth it con-

fiict \v\i\\ such an adversary, but for its further triumph.

Oh if the solid persuasion of ilie scripture were in earnest

pursued, and men's souls once brought under the potv'cr

and authorityof tlie truth, as thatwhich is the word and tes-
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cure to so dreadful a distemper of this church, than all the

disputes of the time ; which are of special use also. May
not atheism l>e found, upon a serious inquiry, the great rise

of error, and of men's bold adventuring to make the scrip-

ture ofGod a sport of their invention, to make it subservi-

ent to their interest, and run after such a bias ? And should
it not be for a lamentation, that a humble serious inquirt/

after the truth, under an awful impression of that God
whose word it is, is this day so ran a thing in the world ?

Now this being so sharp 4 trial of the church, and one of
'those things whereat many pretend to be most shaken,
tliough 1 lia\^e in another part touched it a little, 1would add

,
further some few remarks, how clear and e^;press a confir-

hjnation of t!ie word even this is, which should more fix

and establish those who love the truth. (1.) It is mani-
fest, that no error or corrupt doctrine assaults the church,
but is in such a manner pointed forth, yea, by so express
an oppositio'i thereto, in the scripture, that we may. see a

[Prophetical foravcnung thereof, and of men's endeavour
to corrupt and darken such a piece of tlie truth. It is sure,

the word is written, and in a special way directed to every
time of the cliurch, and to all her after trials and assaults

is peculiarly suited, by him who knew and did foresee

-vwhat opposition his truth in after ages should meet with
\

and in this marvellous record men may clearly see (if

there were such a serious inquiry) that there is no poison
pr corruption in doctrine, which infests the church, but
hath its proper antidote there provided. I must here as

to one particular instance say, if I were not persuaded of a
determined species of go'Dernmentfor the church under the

New Testament (winch is clear in the scripture holding
forth its constitution to be aristocratic, \^ith a parity

amongst tlie officers of Jesus Christ in the administration
of their power, and a subordination of the lesser parts to
the greater) I could not shim so clear a remark, of that ex-
press /;ro/6f/^zVi{7;2 of any disparity and lordly prelacy in his

house ; j'ea, how manifestly the all seeing God, when he
was about to found the christian church, doth point in

such plain terms as this, that we m^y there read a very di-

rect prediction of tliat ruin and prejudice, it would on this

account sustain in after times. I speak this on no particu-
lar interest, or from bitterness and prejudice at the persons
of any, but have confidence to say, it is from the awe and
persuasion of the truth. Sure, on politic grounds and
with respect to an outward interest, it is easy to judge,
^lat way wants iK)t a persuading bait ; if something great-
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ci- were not to preponderate, and a destroying hook di^ w^^
xv&it thereon, which should make the purchase too dear;'

tit the rate oi denying Jdsu^ Chris! in a piece ot" liib truth,

when a tw;/6 6\9/o// thereof is called tor !\~fore men. (.2.)'

Do we not sL-e even in those things, winch in that marvel-

'

lous depth of error mid delusion on men's souls seem most
strange, the scripture thence most exactly conlirmed, and
in that power and inergy which- attends it, and is to many
matter of astonislnnent, may discern how these clouds are

carried about \mih a tempest •(§ Pet, ii. 17.) and driven on'

by a judicial stroke. And though it is amazing to see at

what a rate many are this way turned mad, with a diiicern-

ible bewitching of their judgment, ami a besotting into

most strange a': d absurd extravagancies; yea, how tena-

cious and violent in their way, when silenced M'ith the

clearest discoveries ot' tiie tnUh ; yet is not this also wit-

iiessed, there is a righteous God gi=ving up to strong delii-

i.ion, in which Saicm is let loose with -a ix?markable poM-er

to deceive, 2 Thes. ii. 12. O how dreadful is that stroke

which is inflicted on the judgment and reason, which in

some respect we may say is greater than that Avhich is on
the affections ! (3.) Find we not tlie scripture by a clear

prophetical discovery points at that ivifluence human au-

thority^ and the patrociny of such, who have a name and
repute in the church, should have on the corrupting the

i^/(7f/ri;i<? thereof : And therefore does -the Holy Ghost so'

particularly guard against the same, and oppose the author-

ity of the ivritten word to the highest pretences of any par-

ty ; that here an apostle must not be admitted, or have
credit, to the truth's prejudice ; not an angel, yea, not a
I'.oicefrom heaijen, may oppose itself to this 77^?'^ sure test i-

Tiioiiy ofGod in his word. (4.) Is it not here even in that

j^rci^t depth of error we see this truth take place, deceiving

and being deceived; how strangely these meet, and by a-

marvellous stroke men's /wr/,§772(?72Z made captive to their

"iviil^ and dieir deliberate acting to deceive others have the

same effect on themselves. (5.) Thus also is the scripture

made out, where we see how hard it is for men to fx, in

such a \vi\y ; or find land, when they are once carried off

the truth, and do launch out in that horrid gulf of error :

hut seducers ivax '^vorse and worse.

Inference Y. 7^/2^? truth ofGod re'ccaled in tl^s scripture

is in its import 7ioi more mamdlous and great
,
than ipe

may say is clear and obi'-'wus in the c"jidence f[fits 'oerifica-'

(ion: which hath every where such a witness, that there

can be no escape from this discovery, but if men will 7;<9/

ucei'veiis testimony, they must have it forced on them as
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llick torment. For it is here invention doth fail, and poll^'

tics are found too weak, to ward off some impression of
that, which with an awful appearance and authority docs
justify itself to the conscience, without their constnt ; nor

,

Clin tliis secure them from that lash of inward terror, whicli'

will- make these tremble alone, when they seera'to have
confidence before others ; but this advantage the (rutb hath

of her adversaries, that even atheism must bear a ivhness-

thereto, and against itself; which if men would but vyeigh

in the balance of sober reason, it should appear a sumcient
iintidote against its own poison, and a great seal to the::

scripture, which w-ould want a special confirmation, if it

wanted such an adversary. I'Q^ow to clear it a little more,
and thus shut up what hath been on this subject held forth,

I must in behalf of the glorious truth of God (which in all

ages of the church did litver want some discovery of its ac-

complishment) attest the reproacbers of this time, who arc

so much at work to challenge his unspotted way, and call

in question his faithfulness, to the weakening of the assent

of many thereto, and do appeal them to that tribunal which
the great God hatii placed in the conscience^ if they can

.

without doing violence thereto, and putting out the eye oF

reason, withstand the clear evidences of divine trutli, and
the certainty of its performance. About which these few-

things 1 shall here add,

(1.) If it be the great p;-<?/'c'^^/rc-^ of God, and to him
alone belongs to declare thingsfrom the beginning lo th^-

aid, and hold forth the various and most remarkable events

which should fall out within time, with their proGu.-r cir-

cumstances, yea, to discover the great revolutions oY the

world through all the ages thereof, when second causes in

their remottst tendency thereto could not be discerned
;,

is not tJAs then clear and undeniably true of the scripture ?

(2.) As to sure and ^-^-dcX. performance of the same, 1 must
make, that challenge and attestation, which that great ser-

vant of the Lord Joshua did in sudi a case fyosh.y.^i\i,

14.) if amj thing hath hithertofailed, of all which th(^

Lordhath spoken in the scripture ! or if men can instance,

what special prediction or promise (which to this day
should have taken place in the season thereof) liath miscar-

ried, or turned alx)rtive ; what truth wants its seal and
eonf;rmation ; yea, what step of providence can you pojnti

at, which does not quadrate and marvellously accord with
the vjord? I challenge an instance. But this, I am sure,

men must see, there are such things fallen out in tlie event,-

that ai'e particularly foretold in the scripture ; so strange

and marveUous. that in an nrdinarv mhv none '^oMid hav^^'
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believed, which they now see with their own ejes. (3.)

Do you not see tlie written word as a bright lantern attend

the church, from the very porch and entry of time in all her

journey ; and evidently point at the remarkable times and
revolutions of her case, which have now in a great part

gone over her head ? Yea, is it not demonstratively clear,

that the sun doth not more truly shine on this terrestrial

globe, than the scripture shineth, and doth illuminate die

v/hole frame and structure of ProDidencc : and in all those

strange parts which are acted in the world, most certainly

takes place ; that there is none can walk at random, or by
his own counsel direct and stear his course ! But though it

is marvellous, it is sure also, that the innumerable millions

of men, who are this day upon earth, in all their various

motions, are at present fulfilling the determined counsel of
God; and their actings (whatever they design therein) must
be concentric with his great end, norout of that boundscan
they possibly move. (4.) I must attest the world, if they

do not see, this way of godliness, which seems to day to be
every where spoken against, to be that good anci old way,
hi which are thefootsteps of the saints to be found since the

beginning ; and that it is no new light now broke out in

the worlcJ : but it is clear, through all ages past there hath

not wanted a continued succession ofthese, who in this re-,

proached way did serve the God »f theirfathers ; and have
sealed the truth, which no\v, from one time to another, we
find still dehvered off their hands, to the present gener-

ation. And I here challenge the greatest atheists, _ to

rohich of the saints can they turn., or whom can they in-

stance of tliat blessed company, since there was a church
in the earth, who could never contradict this, or bear anoth-

er witness ! (5.) Must you not confess, there is n9 such

deep in the heart of man, or so close and subtile a convoy of
wickedness there, which is not found out in the scripture^

and there pointed at j and that none can get themselves

hid, or get beyond the reach of this^ in those things which
they are sure the observing world could never know : but

the most secret haunts of their soul are unveiled, which
from their dearest friend they have concealed.

^
(6.) Can

this demonstration of the scripture, and so manifest a wit-

ness thereto be denied, that whilst man is v^ free agent in

his actions, and doth therein act spontaneously, he hath

notwithstanding of this in his own breast both :\jud^e, and

accuser ; which, though within him, doth without his con-

sent exercise a power over him, and such en authority

which he would, yet cannot decline ? (7.) I dare attest,

the conscience of men, who arc themseh'cs strangers to
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the way of Gob, if they can so far shut theif eyes, but they
must see that serious godliness is a marvellous thing, and
that there is something here abo-ve nature, which by its ef-

fects on others, may shew a divine spirit and power ; that^

wherever it comes, makes so great a change, and one to ex^
teed another most discernibly, though of the same parts ;

that suits and does accommodate itselfto the various con-
ditions and employments of men ; it puts a special honour
on ihe greatest prince, and does instruct tlie vsise and pru-
dent, yet will it lodge with the poorest artificer in hissiiop,

or labouring man in the field ! And does it not also ap-

f>ear, that here must be a native motion unconstrained and
from inward principles, when on outward grounds there is

not the least incitement ; which shews it is a living things
that hath its discernible languishing and wearing out, and
its more vigorous actings, as well as any living m:in ! It is

strange, the report of this is not matter of astonishment ;

to bring men once to question, if such an account as others
give of this marvellous thing (^religionJ can be true ; how
It is here, the christian's joy is sown by weeping, and his

tears the seed whence gladness of lieart breaks forth ; how
sweet that rest is, which is found in his work and labour;
and with his solving to the spirit, the harvest then begins,
in a present reaping : and his laying forth himself, with a
giving of the heart unto God, does enrich the giver by
such a gift : yea, that here men S'hould difer so much
when alone with God and brought near him, from what
they are at other times ; and in those retirements of their

soulj have that discovery and conception of the truth,

which is not to be found in turning over the voluminous
tractates of the greatest v»^riters. (8.) If men' have any se--

rious reflection, and do not shut up the bible, can they
shun this remark thereof? How well it amwers the various
successions nf time, and so marvellous a variety of things,

that are so many ages distant from other ; yea, that all

along there is a gradual discovery, and breaking out of the
gospel, in the several times of the church j where it is easy
to discern the antiquity of this excellent record, and so
great a distance of time betwixt the penmen thereof, yet m
its composure is one entire piece, so connex and closely

knit together, that men may see the same spirit in the
whole, and in each part thereof, moving and carrying for-

ward one great design ! (9.) 1 sliall but further add, li re-

ligion hadi a being and reality, wiiich men cannot lose the
sense of, and deny, without falling so far below reason, in-

to the condition of the beasts, must there not be a ride al-

so ? For it is easy to judge, in what a strange and mon-
B £ s
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strous shape this would appear, were it left to the choice

and arbitrement ofmen. Now let the most professed atht-

ists turn their eyes through the whole earth, and in a calm
and sober composure of spirit but judge, if there be any
thing more absurd^ and to astonishment irrational, than
that face and appearance, which religion hath amongst

"

those where this excelletit rule of the scripture is not own-
ed. Yea, could these subject themselves to such extrava-

gancies, and thert-in turn so mad, without a elmne stroke

on Xhe'ivjudgment and reason, which the righteous Gob, in

verification of his wo/y/, inflicts on such as do even shut

their ears from the report of the truth, the sound 'whereof

'

goesforth through the earth ! And here I challenge men,
though strangers themselves to serious religion, if at a dis-

tance it doth not appear, how great a difference there is be-

twixt those parts of the world, where \ht gospel shines in its

pmver, and the rest of the nations.
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