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“ Manifesto of the New-York Democratic Vigilant As-
sociation,” published last October, in which you con-
nect his name with a certain ‘ Central Association”
of bloody and horrible purposes.

As Mr. Smith belongs to no Society, has always op-
posed secret societies, had never before heard of this
¢ Central Association,” and condemns all shedding of
human blood, save by Government, he necessarily feels
himself to be deeply wronged by you and your associ-
ates. He holds you and them responsible for calling
in effect upon the people both of the North and South
to detest and abhor him.

Mr. Smith wishes to know without any delay
whether you and your associates will persist in your
libel, or make the unqualified and ample retraction
which the case calls for.

Yours, Respectfully, CHas. D. MILLER.

P. S.—I do not as yet write to any of the Executive
Committee except yourself, Mr. Phelps, and Mr. Bar-
low.

2d P. S.—It occurs to Mr. Smith that it may have
been the “Provisional Government” adopted by the Con-
vention at Chatham, C. W., with which you intended
to identify him. But Mr. Smith bids me say to you
that this can not relieve you, since never, until within
a few weeks, has he heard of that * Government,” or
that Convention. What that Government was, he has
yet to learn, as he has not heard or read a line of its
provisions.
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comparing the general tone and sentiment with the
constitution of the ‘ Central Association,” I think you
will see that the writer of that pamphlet might very
naturally have fallen into the mistake, (as you assure
me that it is a mistake,) of supposing that the writer
of one approved of the objects of the other. This was
doubtless the view of the writer of this pamphlet, in
regard to which particular care was taken to insure
accuracy in its statement of facts, and for these the
writer of the pamphlet relied somewhat upon the cur-
rent newspaper articles of the day. After the inform-
ation now received from you, I am very sorry to
learn that Mr. Smith’s name was thus connected with
the *“ Central Association” to which you say he did not
belong, or that any injustice was done to him in this
publication.

. Mr. Phelpsand Mr. Sherman have each perused this
letter, and I am requested by those gentlemen to say
they concur in the same, and beg you will receive it
also as their reply to the communication you addressed
to each of them on the same subject. They also re-
quest me to say-that it gives them great pleasure to
correct the error into which the writer of this pam-
phlet has fallen in regard to Mr. Smith, as, however
much they differ from the sentiments held by him as
expressed in the “Jerry Rescue” letter, they respect
the boldness and personal integrity of Mr. Smirs, and
desire to do him full justice. (1)

Yours very truly, Samoes L. M. Barvow.
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he is a very willing contributor to * Underground
Railroads,” (5) he would nevertheless not have any
slave seek his freedom at the expense of killing his
master. He has always said that he would rather re-
main a slave for life than get his liberty by bloodshed.

Respectﬁﬂly yours, Cras. D. MILLER.
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APPENDIX.

(1) “ Correcr the error!” Rather a mild
phrase, considering that the * error” is no less
than committing wholesale murder upon Mr.
Smith’s reputation ; outlawing him, and inviting
his assassination.

There is an apparent concession at one point
in this letter. It is only apparent, however.
The traducers will retract if the traduced will
purge himself and declare his innocence. In
other words, they will consent to condition
their retraction on his infinite degradation of
himself. But what would such a retraction be
worth ? It would not so much as prove that
the traducers themselves believed in the truth
of the denial made by the traduced. It would
prove no more than that they were willing,
laughing in their sleeves, to encourage him to
sink himself into the making of it. Another
reason for saying that the concession is only an












16

and hence, too, he feels that there may be points
where, in turn, his own character needs to be
charitably interpreted by the slaveholder. Mr.
Smith believes slavery to be the superlative
piracy. Nevertheless he can love and honor a
slaveholder, since there is many a one who sin-
cerely believes his slaveholding relation to be
not only not piratical, but innocent; not only
innocent, but emphatically called for and merito-
rious. R

Moreover, if any thing more is needed to
account for Mr. Smith’s terms with slaveholders,
is it not supplied by the facts that his parents
were slaveholders until after he reached man-
hood ? that he himself married a slaveholder,
and that he has many friends and relatives
among slaveholders ?

At the Wisconsin State Anti-Slavery Con-
vention, held at Milwaukee, in June, 1857, Mr.
Smith addressed a very large audience, and,
speaking of the slaveholders of the South, said :

“ That the slaveholder is, to a large extent, uncon-
scious of the wickedness of his relation, is beyond con-
troversy. Deplorable, however, as is this unconscious-
ness, it happily leaves room in him for goodness.
Virtues the slaveholder can certainly have. Washing-
ton was a slaveholder, and strikingly were the nobler
virtues grouped in him. We must dismiss our pre-
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and this idea is too absurd to enjoy a greatly pro-
longed favor, even at the South.

‘Wounded, writhing, slavery still cries: “Let me
alone—let me alone.” But the people will not let it
alone ; and such providences as the insurrections on
board of the Amistad and Creole, show that God will
not let it alone. His decree has gone forth, that sla-
very shall continue to be tortured, even unto death.
“ Lift up your heads,” then, brethren, *for your re-
demption draweth nigh.”


















