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Wednesday, August 24, 2011        10:35 a.m.  1 

 2 

TRANSCRIBERS NOTE:  Audio transmission malfunctione d 3 

periodically throughout the proceeding as indicated  in the 4 

record.   5 

THE CLERK:  Calling criminal 11-0573, United States 6 

versus Walter Liew, United States versus Christina Liew. 7 

THE COURT:  Appearances, please. 8 

MR. AXELROD:  Good morning, Your Honor.  Pete 9 

Axelrod and John Hemann for the United States. 10 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Mr. Axelrod and Mr. 11 

Hemann. 12 

MR. HEMANN:  Good morning, Your Honor. 13 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Good morning, Your Honor.  John 14 

Williams with Mr. Walter Liew who is in custody of the Marshal 15 

service and in the courtroom. 16 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Mr. Williams. 17 

MR. RAMSEY:  Good morning, Your Honor.  Ismail 18 

Ramsey on behalf of Christina Liew, who is present,  out of 19 

custody and being assisted by a Mandarin speaking i nterpreter. 20 

THE COURT:  Good morning, Mr. Ramsey.  Ms. Liew.  21 

Good morning, Mr. Liew.   22 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Good morning.   23 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Good morning.   24 

THE COURT:  All right.  So I'll defer to the parties 25 
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as to the order that you want to do things.  As I u nderstand, 1 

we need for Ms. Liew to arraign her on the indictme nt; is that 2 

correct? 3 

MR. RAMSEY:  Yes, Your Honor. 4 

THE COURT:  And -- 5 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Your Honor, I wondered -- excuse me. 6 

THE COURT:  Yes. 7 

MR. WILLIAMS:  -- if I can interrupt the Court for 8 

one -- one reason only?  One, I have a sureties her e, one of 9 

whom is a United Airlines pilot, George Wong, who i s here with 10 

his wife, and unfortunately he has a flight to chec k in for at 11 

11:00 o'clock.   12 

 13 

We can't -- I just sent the one -- George, can you 14 

(inaudible) stand up, please?  They're here in the courtroom.  15 

I just wanted to acknowledge that for the Court.  I  can 16 

discuss what it is they could or could not say.  Th ey've been 17 

interviewed by Pretrial Services already. 18 

THE COURT:  All right.  I appreciate you being here, 19 

as well as the other people who are in attendance, and I 20 

understand you have somewhere else you need to be.  I'm not 21 

sure that we're going to be able to accommodate tha t on a 22 

scheduling end of things.  We've got -- 23 

MR. WILLIAMS:  I appreciate that.  I just wanted the 24 

Court to understand that they were here.  That's al l. 25 
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THE COURT:  Yeah.  I understand that you're here and 1 

thank you for being here.  We've got important thin gs we need 2 

to make sure we get done.  If they need to leave, I  3 

understand, and we'll -- we'll address the surety i ssues at 4 

the right time. 5 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you. 6 

THE COURT:  So I think -- does it make the most 7 

sense -- so for -- for Mr. Liew we're going to have  -- we've 8 

got a detention hearing which is set today.   9 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.   10 

THE COURT:  Do the parties -- are you in agreement 11 

or disagreement as to what the proposed -- 12 

MR. HEMANN:  Well, we have to arraign both Mr. and 13 

Mrs. Liew, Your Honor. 14 

THE COURT:  All right. 15 

MR. HEMANN:  We should probably do that first and 16 

then move to the -- 17 

THE COURT:  Agreed, but just forecasting what we 18 

need to do.  We've got detention issues that we -- that are in 19 

dispute for Mr. Liew; is that correct? 20 

MR. AXELROD:  That's correct, Your Honor. 21 

THE COURT:  And Mrs. Liew, we've already addressed 22 

those? 23 

MR. AXELROD:  At this point, Your Honor, we've 24 

addressed those. 25 
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THE COURT:  All right.   1 

MR. AXELROD:  (Inaudible - - audio malfunction.) 2 

THE COURT:  Okay.  So let's proceed with the 3 

arraignment of Mrs. Liew first, and then we'll turn  to Mr. 4 

Liew.   5 

Mr. Ramsey, you have a copy already of the 6 

indictment? 7 

MR. RAMSEY:  Yes, Your Honor. 8 

THE COURT:  And she -- she's previously been alerted 9 

to the -- to the charges, and do you waive a more d etailed 10 

reading of them? 11 

MR. RAMSEY:  Yes, Your Honor. 12 

THE COURT:  And do -- are you ready to enter a not 13 

guilty plea? 14 

MR. RAMSEY:  Yes, Your Honor. 15 

THE COURT:  All right.  So a not guilty plea will be 16 

entered. 17 

MR. AXELROD:  And I just want to just -- I may have 18 

missed this, but I know this is a new interpreter, and I want 19 

to make sure that he's been sworn. 20 

THE CLERK:  Yes, he has. 21 

MR. AXELROD:  Okay.  Thank you. 22 

THE COURT:  The record will reflect he has been 23 

sworn in.  All right.   24 

Anything else we need -- need to do for Mrs. Liew? 25 
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MR. HEMANN:  I think, Your Honor, on the indictment 1 

we need to advise her of the charges and the maximu m 2 

penalties. 3 

THE COURT:  Okay.  I thought we'd already advised 4 

her of the -- 5 

MR. HEMANN:  We did that on the complaint.  We 6 

probably need to do it on the indictment (Inaudible  - - due to 7 

simultaneous colloquy.) 8 

THE COURT:  My mistake.  I -- I -- I confused the 9 

two in my brain.   10 

So I'll ask whichever of you would like to take the  11 

role to -- to summarize the charges in the indictme nt and to 12 

advise Mrs. Liew of the maximum penalties provided by law. 13 

MR. HEMANN:  And -- and would you like me to do both 14 

Mr. and Mrs. Liew at the same, Your Honor? 15 

THE COURT:  If -- if that's efficient justice, 16 

please do. 17 

MR. HEMANN:  Your Honor, Mr. and Mrs. Liew are 18 

charged in a four-count indictment alleging witness  tampering 19 

and making false statements.   20 

Mr. Liew is charged in counts one and three -- one,  21 

three and four.   22 

Mrs. Liew is charged in counts two and four -- two,  23 

three and four.   24 

Counts one and two of the indictment charge witness  25 
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tampering, a violation of 18 U.S.C. Section 1512(b) (1).   1 

The maximum penalty for those charges are 20 years 2 

imprisonment, three years in supervised release, a $250,000 3 

fine, and $100 special assessment.   4 

Both Walter and Christina Liew are charged in count  5 

three of the indictment for violation of 18 U.S.C. Section 6 

1512(k), which is conspiracy to tamper with witness es and 7 

evidence.   8 

The maximum penalty for that charge is 20 years 9 

imprisonment, a three-year term of supervised relea se, a 10 

$250,000 fine and a $100 special assessment.   11 

And then in count four, both Walter and Christina 12 

Liew are charged with violating 18 U.S.C. Section 1 001(a)(2), 13 

making false statements in a manner within the juri sdiction of 14 

the executive branch.   15 

The maximum penalty for that charge is five years 16 

imprisonment, three years of supervised release, a $250,000 17 

fine and $100 special assessment. 18 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Williams, do you have a 19 

copy of the indictment? 20 

MR. WILLIAMS:  I have received that, Your Honor.  21 

Thank you. 22 

THE COURT:  And do you waive a more detailed 23 

reading? 24 

MR. WILLIAMS:  I do. 25 
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THE COURT:  And are you ready enter a plea on behalf 1 

of Mr. Liew?   2 

MR. WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible) not guilty as well, Your 3 

Honor. 4 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  And Mr. Ramsey, 5 

I think I got ahead of myself before, but have you received a 6 

copy of the indictment? 7 

MR. RAMSEY:  Yes, Your Honor. 8 

THE COURT:  And Mrs. Liew, do you understand the 9 

charges? 10 

THE DEFENDANT CHRISTINA LIEW (through interpreter):  11 

I understand. 12 

THE COURT:  All right.  And I've entered a not 13 

guilty plea to her on those charges.  All right.   14 

As to Mrs. Liew, what's the Government's position o f 15 

her continued release or detention? 16 

MR. HEMANN:  At this point in time, Your Honor, 17 

we're comfortable with the terms that are -- that s he was 18 

released on the complaint. 19 

THE COURT:  All right.  So we'll continue the 20 

release conditions for Mrs. Liew.   21 

Mrs. Liew, we previously had a hearing where we 22 

determined the conditions of your release.  Those c onditions 23 

will continue for you.  All right.   24 

Anything else we need to do as to -- to Mrs. Liew's  25 
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part of the case?  We need to set a date. 1 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Inaudible).  2 

MR. RAMSEY:  Yeah.  If we could set the date for --3 

with her after we have the detention hearing, I thi nk that 4 

would be appropriate. 5 

THE COURT:  All right.  Well -- 6 

MR. RAMSEY:  The are custom issues as to (Inaudible 7 

- - audio malfunction.) 8 

THE COURT:  All right.  Well, she -- she then can -- 9 

can sit down or can wait while we do the detention issues if -10 

- and you as well, Mr. Ramsey, unless there's anyth ing you'd 11 

like to address now? 12 

MR. RAMSEY:  No, Your Honor. 13 

THE COURT:  All right.  Then turning to the 14 

detention issues for Mr. Liew, have the parties rec eived a 15 

copy of the prebail report, which has both an adden dum and an 16 

initial report? 17 

MR. AXELROD:  Yes, Your Honor. 18 

THE COURT:  Mr. Williams. 19 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 20 

THE COURT:  And turning to you, Mr. Axelrod, first, 21 

what is your position on a release or detention of the 22 

Defendant? 23 

MR. AXELROD:  Well, the Government moves for 24 

detention, Your Honor, and -- and I would say this.   Having 25 
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reviewed the two reports from Pretrial Services, I seemingly 1 

agree with their reasoning and their basis for thei r 2 

assessment with the issues of flight risk and he sh ould be 3 

detained.   4 

What I'd like to do is spend a little bit of time 5 

amplifying on some of the issues that were raised i n the -- 6 

the bail studies.   7 

First of all, this -- this case right now relates t o 8 

witness tampering and false statement in conjunctio n with 9 

theft of trade secrets.   10 

There's a civil case filed by the DuPont Company 11 

against Mr. Liew and his company, and it's importan t for the 12 

Court to understand -- and -- and that's where we a re right 13 

now.  We are, obviously, actively investigating the  trade 14 

secret aspect of this, and that's important for a n umber of 15 

reasons.   16 

First is the technology that we're talking about is  17 

titanium dioxide manufacturing.  It's -- it's a ver y complex 18 

technology.  It's a very expensive technology.  To get a plant 19 

of the type that Mr. Liew and his company were work ing on 20 

built is on the order of three, 400 million dollars . 21 

THE COURT:  Now, I'll disclose I've been at a number 22 

of titanium dioxide manufacturing plants, so I'm fa miliar with 23 

the -- 24 

MR. AXELROD:  Okay. 25 
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THE COURT:  -- with the technology. 1 

MR. AXELROD:  That -- that's a -- that's a 2 

surprising disclosure. 3 

THE COURT:  It's not going to make me -- you know, 4 

it's not going to change how I feel on this issue b ut -- 5 

MR. AXELROD:  Right. 6 

THE COURT:  -- I'm very familiar with the 7 

technology. 8 

MR. AXELROD:  Well, very well then.  Then let me 9 

move on.  The point is this is -- this is a big dol lar item 10 

and it's a complicated item and -- and in consequen ce, there 11 

would be a motive to flee because the charges -- I mean, these 12 

charges are serious.  Additional charges, even wher e the 13 

guidelines were would be very serious, but let me r eally focus 14 

on the flight risk posed by his substantial ties ab road and 15 

really the ties here in the community.   16 

As you know, it's basically his business, whether 17 

it's in his current iteration as USAPTI or its form er 18 

iterations, is working on projects to -- selling th ese DuPont 19 

technologies to build titanium dioxide facilities i n China.   20 

And there's at least two large projects.  One is in  21 

Junsu.  It's a 30,000-metric-ton facility.  And now  there's a 22 

100,000-ton facility for the Pangang Group.  The co ntract 23 

alone for the Pangang Group is 17 million dollars,  24 

So what you've got, and -- and this is reflected in  25 
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the -- the bail study -- this is somebody who's con stantly 1 

traveling overseas.  Understandable, considering he 's got at 2 

least two major projects in China, and as far as we 're aware, 3 

we're not aware of any domestic activity that -- th at that 4 

business engages in.   5 

So what you've got is a situation where there's 6 

substantial business ties to China, substantial tra vel to 7 

China and -- and an asset picture that is extremely  8 

complicated.  And -- and, you know, to be candid, i t's an 9 

asset picture that we're still working through,  10 

But those -- the asset picture indicates, for 11 

starters, that Mr. Liew, his wife, the codefendant,  and their 12 

various businesses have over 50 bank accounts.  And  obviously, 13 

all that is not reflected in this bail study, but t here are 14 

substantial foreign -- the nexus is to some of the activity.   15 

I'll just give you one example.  On two of the 16 

projects that the PTI is involved in, there are let ters of 17 

credit, so there's letters of credit from banks in China that 18 

USAPTI and Mr. Liew have been able to draw on here.   One 19 

letter, in fact, for over 50 million dollars.  I be lieve 20 

there's over three million dollars remaining on tha t letter of 21 

credit.  That's on one project.   22 

On another project there's a over two-million-dolla r 23 

letter of credit, meaning that he has the ability t o draw on 24 

these funds that are in China and direct where they  go to, 25 
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okay, and that is a real concern.   1 

Beyond that, there's -- what I can say about the 2 

banking activity, the financial activity, we've see n so far is 3 

it involves, you know, millions of dollars that are  -- are 4 

moving around or have been in various accounts at v arious 5 

points in time.   6 

I haven't -- I'm not in a position to tell you wher e 7 

it's all ended up, but that fact alone raises subst antial 8 

concerns, particularly when you think about the fac t that 9 

they've got all this business overseas.  They've --  they're, 10 

obviously, originally from overseas, and they don't  own any 11 

property here.   12 

Now, they acknowledge that they're buying property 13 

in Singapore.  We believe they also have a property  in Lou 14 

Ming, China.  So it -- these kinds of things, given  the sort 15 

of the position of this case, raise enormous concer ns about 16 

flight risk.   17 

And it's frankly surprising, giving -- given the --  18 

the amount of money that's involved in these contra cts and 19 

their business activities that -- that there is no property 20 

here in the United States.  There's all these ties -- and 21 

other than, you know, the minor child, there's not family, so 22 

these are some of the concerns that I wanted to sha re with the 23 

Court.   24 

THE COURT:  All right.  I -- I will give you, Mr. 25 
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Williams, a full chance to -- to -- to respond and address 1 

these issues.   2 

Mr. Axelrod, as you're listening to -- to him, two 3 

kind of follow-up questions I have for you are, are  there 4 

conditions that could address those -- those risk o f flight?   5 

And the propose sureties from the defense, which 6 

we'll hear more about what they're proposing, if yo u can 7 

comment when -- on reply as to the appropriateness of those 8 

sureties to address the risk of flight.   9 

So Mr. Williams, what's your position? 10 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, thank you, Your Honor.  Let me 11 

start with the fact that my client is well aware of  the nature 12 

of the charges, not just these charges, but the ong oing 13 

investigations before he was arrested.   14 

There was a lawsuit filed that -- I think Mr. 15 

Axelrod has eluded to that -- back in April, which laid out 16 

the allegations relating to the theft of trade secr et.   17 

There was more than a month ago in July a search 18 

warrant executed at Mr. Liew's residence and his bu siness, as 19 

well as search warrants executed that were directed  at several 20 

of his customers from Mainland China that were here  at the 21 

time.   22 

Mr. Liew sought counsel.  Counsel had what I would 23 

characterize as discussions with the Government.  T he day 24 

before he was arrested, Mr. Liew was physically in this 25 
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building with his wife, and at the time we offered self-1 

surrender him, and that was declined.  2 

And at that moment, I think the Court can reasonabl y 3 

infer, that Mr. Liew knew well what was about to ha ppen and 4 

what the general parameters of the allegations were  going to 5 

be on this case.  So to address the issue of flight , I think 6 

you should start with that.  That's a fact.  That's  a fact.   7 

His wife has been released.  She's here.  She's bee n 8 

here since she was released.  They have a ten year- old minor 9 

son Michael, Michael who's here in the courtroom.   10 

He does have significant ties to the community.  Th e 11 

-- he's been a citizen for over 20 years.  He's liv ed in the 12 

Bay Area almost all of that time.   13 

True, he doesn't own a house now, but he and 14 

Christina did own a house here in this -- in this a rea within 15 

the last several years.   16 

We have proposed a number of sureties to the Court,  17 

and I'll talk about those in just a moment, but let  me back to 18 

some of the allegations that are suggested by Mr. A xelrod in 19 

this matter.   20 

This is a trade secret case, and I don't know how 21 

much experience the Court has had with these.  I've  had a fair 22 

amount over the years, and it's been my conclusion in these 23 

cases that it is really a black and white situation .   24 

And to the extent that it is being suggested that 25 
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the reason -- that the ability of the Chinese corpo rations to 1 

build these plants is because Mr. Liew has provided  them with 2 

technology that they otherwise could not have reach ed or that 3 

would make it impossible for them to build these th ings is 4 

simply incorrect.   5 

For example, the 30,000-ton project that's been 6 

referred to was up and running.  This is really an expansion 7 

of an existing plant.  These plants exist in China.   They are 8 

competitive, whether we like that or not.   9 

And the issue of whether or not a trade secret has 10 

been taken and utilized, those are always interesti ng issues, 11 

but to suggest that the reason that this is ongoing  is because 12 

of that theft, I think, is incorrect.   13 

It's true, he does a lot of business in China.  I 14 

don't deny that.   15 

It's true that he has property in Singapore and 16 

property and bank accounts that have been disclosed  to 17 

Pretrial Services.   18 

However, the issue of whether or not there's anothe r 19 

six million dollars that could be drawn on by Mr. L iew as a 20 

result of these letters of credit, the Court should  consider 21 

two factors.   22 

Number one, his customers were here, and they were 23 

probably not terribly enthused to their searched --  their 24 

hotels searched by the FBI and their passports seiz ed.  The 25 
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viability of the business and the continuing busine ss 1 

environment may not be all that -- that official to  Mr. Liew.   2 

Secondarily, that's an easy issue to address.  3 

That's an easy issue to address in terms of the Cou rt making 4 

orders, the Government making whatever reasonable o rders they 5 

want to make that we're obviously going to comply w ith.  He's 6 

not going to draw on that six million dollars if th e Court 7 

tells him he can't do it.   8 

In terms of the allegations about money moving, his  9 

50 bank accounts -- I mean, I've -- I've been provi ded be no 10 

information about that.  I don't know what to say a bout that.  11 

I -- I don't know where the money moves or doesn't move.   12 

He has a business entity.  He has had other busines s 13 

entities in the past.  He's dealing with Chinese bu siness 14 

entities.  More than that, I cannot say.   15 

Well, let me address, if I may, go to the issue of 16 

the sureties.  Your Honor, I think for too many yea rs we have 17 

all, myself included, been so caught up in the real  estate 18 

market that we think that's there's only one way to  do this, 19 

and that's to put up property values up.  And that' s because 20 

until, what, 2008, everybody had $200,000 equity in  the house, 21 

right?  That's not the case anymore.  That's not th e case 22 

anymore.   23 

And what we propose to the Court to -- to evidence 24 

the fact that he has deep ties to this community ar e nine 25 
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separate sureties.   1 

And I'm sorry, Your Honor, I'm going to provide -- 2 

this is the list we sent to these folks.  This is a  list, Your 3 

Honor, that I provided to the Government and to Pre trial 4 

Services, and let me apologize publicly for not get ting it to 5 

them until 3:00 o'clock yesterday.  I -- I -- that was 6 

unfortunate.  I wish I'd been -- give it to them ea rlier.  7 

But what it represents, Your Honor, is a list of 8 

sureties that we're proposing to the Court.  Now, s ome of 9 

these folks have been spoken to by Pretrial Service s.  Others 10 

have not because of the lateness in the hour in whi ch we 11 

delivered it.   12 

The dollar numbers may not look impressive to the 13 

Court, in the sense that we're used to two or three  hundred 14 

thousand dollars in property bonds in the past, but  I think 15 

that it is something that the Court should take int o 16 

consideration because these nine people represent r eally nine 17 

different kinds of people, if you will.   18 

There's a family member, his stepdaughter Joanna, 19 

who's present in the courtroom, that is here.  Ther e are 20 

neighbors, one of whom we to say good-bye to.  That 's the 21 

airline pilot, Mr. Wong, but there also are other n eighbors 22 

here.  There are friends, and there's a classmate f rom -- from 23 

college, Mr. Hu Chang (phonetic).  Each of these pe ople 24 

represent a different phase, if you will, of Mr. Wa lter Liew's 25 
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life in connection with this country.   1 

Now, when you look at the amounts of money that are  2 

being pledged by Joanna, his stepdaughter, and by E ma Lee 3 

(phonetic), two thousand dollars, I know that's not  the sort 4 

of numbers we normally throw around here in the dis trict 5 

Court, but let me tell you why it's significant.   6 

Neither of those have very much money, and that 7 

commitment of two thousand dollars from each of the m 8 

represents a significant commitment of -- of moneys  that are 9 

available to them.   10 

Ema Lee, for example, is -- is a teacher at Lincoln  11 

High School.  She's a single mom.  That's a lot of money to 12 

her.  The two thousand dollars that Joanna is talki ng about 13 

pledging represents a significant portion of the mo ney that 14 

she's accumulated over the years.   15 

The -- the individuals -- some of the other 16 

individuals that we're talking about here, Mr. Albe rt Son 17 

(phonetic), who is not present, and Mr. Feng Shu (p honetic) 18 

and his wife Dana Woo, they're not here today.  The y could be 19 

here next week.   20 

Mr. Feng Shu actually works on the east coast.  He 21 

lost a job here and had to go to the east coast and  find a 22 

job.  He's prepared to fly back here next week, if the Court 23 

is willing to entertain his petition to -- to be a surety, fly 24 

back here and post it.   25 
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Mr. Albert Son, a classmate of Walter's from 1 

college, is presently in Taiwan.  He's prepared to get on an 2 

airplane next week and fly over here, so that he ca n also post 3 

a bond on behalf of his long-time friend.   4 

And so while the numbers may not be overwhelming, 5 

Your Honor, the kinds of people that we're offering  are.  And 6 

I think that the commitment that they're showing, t hat they 7 

are showing by being here today, and that they are prepared to 8 

show in the future by coming from distant places in  order to 9 

pledge property on his -- on his behalf is -- is a significant 10 

factor.   11 

He's prepared to sort of post a two million dollar 12 

unsecured bond secured by 200 thousand dollars in c ash.  And 13 

perhaps most importantly, we're obviously willing t o have him 14 

supervised on electronic monitoring, as his wife is  presently, 15 

or if the Court is not comfortable with that becaus e of the 16 

arguments the Government has made here, we're happy  to have 17 

him in a halfway house.   18 

This is going to be a case that's going to linger, 19 

unfortunately, in the court.  It's a case that's go ing to 20 

involve boxes and boxes and boxes of documents.  It  is 21 

extremely difficult for him to properly defend him in a 22 

custodial situation.   23 

And I recognize that isn't a reason to let him out,  24 

but it's a factor that I think the Court can consid er when you 25 
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look at what we're presenting as -- as guarantees t o the 1 

Government and to the Court.  And I'm prepared to a nswer any 2 

other questions the Court might have about the sure ties. 3 

THE COURT:  Very well.  So to make sure I understand 4 

what you're proposing, it's a release on a two mill ion dollar 5 

unsecured bond with 200 thousand dollars secured wi th the 6 

sureties here estimated on this document -- 7 

MR. WILLIAMS:  That's correct. 8 

THE COURT:  -- being the secured and unsecured and -9 

- and it sounds like some of them are not here -- 10 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  The ones that are here -- 11 

THE COURT:  -- today? 12 

MR. WILLIAMS:  George and Janet Wong, number two, 13 

had to leave.  Joanna Liew, Walter's stepdaughter, is here.  14 

Number three, Mr. Shu and Dana Woo are not here.  A s I 15 

indicated, he's prepared to fly back from the east coast next 16 

week.   17 

Ema Lee is a teacher, and she, unfortunately becaus e 18 

she's teaching, ideally would like to come down som etime after 19 

4:00 o'clock because she teaches until after three,  but if 20 

not, we can probably arrange something next week wi th her 21 

also.   22 

Mr. Feng, who's an attorney, could not be here 23 

today, but he is available later this week or next week.   24 

Jenny Dwong (phonetic) is present in the courtroom.   25 
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Jenny is right here?  Yeah, Jenny is here.   1 

Steve Reese (phonetic) and Regina May (phonetic) ar e 2 

here also.  They're here.   3 

Albert Son is the gentleman that I indicated is in 4 

Taiwan but prepared to fly back next week.  And las tly Mr. Hu 5 

Chang is here.  Thank you, Mr. Chang. 6 

THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Chang.  All right.  For 7 

those of you who are here, I appreciate you being h ere.  It's 8 

important for you to understand this is not a proce eding to 9 

determine the guilt or innocence of Mr. Liew.   10 

It's a hearing to determine whether there's -- 11 

whether he should be detained or released while the  case is 12 

pending.  And it's very important to have you here to -- 13 

whatever the Court decides in evaluating whether th ere are 14 

conditions that would be sufficient to guarantee th at Mr. Liew 15 

will make future court appearances in this case.   16 

Now, Mr. Williams, before I turn it back to Mr. 17 

Axelrod to reply, you had mentioned that it was lat e yesterday 18 

before you got all the surety information to Pretri al 19 

Services. 20 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, and I apologize to both 21 

Pretrial Services and the Government. 22 

THE COURT:  So one thing, while Mr. Axelrod is 23 

speaking, I want you to think about is whether you would like 24 

a chance for them to do further inquiry, even today  with these 25 
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sureties. 1 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, I think Pretrial -- I'm sorry, 2 

Your Honor. 3 

THE COURT:  Yeah. 4 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Pretrial Services has spoken to, I 5 

think, three of the five that are present -- that w ere going 6 

to be present today.   7 

They spoke to Mr. Walter -- I'm sorry, to Mr. Georg e 8 

Wong who has had to leave.  They haven't spoken to the 9 

stepdaughter, and they haven't spoken to Jenny Dwon g, but 10 

they're both here. 11 

THE COURT:  All right.  So one thing I want you to 12 

think about -- I don't know that that would change their 13 

recommendation.  They have -- they have recommended  that your 14 

client be detained in this case.   15 

One option for you is to continue this and -- and 16 

submit further information to them and see if that changes 17 

their recommendation.  I don't know that it would, but I 18 

wanted to -- 19 

MR. WILLIAMS:  I appreciate that, Your Honor.  Now, 20 

it -- 21 

THE COURT:  -- have -- have you consider that as an 22 

-- as an option. 23 

MR. WILLIAMS:  It had been my hope here to go on 24 

vacation next week, but --  25 
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THE COURT:  Oh, I --  1 

MR. WILLIAMS:  -- if the Court would be willing to 2 

let this go over to Friday, that would give us the ample time, 3 

I think -- 4 

THE COURT:  Yeah, and I know that they're all -- 5 

many of them are here today.  And -- and it -- and it's 6 

inconvenient for them to have to return, but I just  wanted to 7 

have you consider that as one -- one possibility. 8 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Will -- I will indeed, thank you. 9 

THE COURT:  Mr. Axelrod, you've heard their -- the 10 

position of the defense and the proffered sureties and release 11 

conditions.  What's your response?   12 

MR. AXELROD:  Thank you, Your Honor.  Well, I -- my 13 

response is -- it is -- this is not a situation whe re we have 14 

(inaudible) fashioned a set of conditions that will  work.  15 

There's a couple things I want to talk that address  that.  16 

And -- and I want to say at the outset, you know, I  17 

raised the issue of the -- all of the bank accounts , and the 18 

fact that the Pretrial Services report includes a p ortion of 19 

the financial activity.  And the response was, you know, that 20 

Mr. Williams doesn't know what to say about it.   21 

Well, actually his client does and can, and I think  22 

that the absence of that information, absence of a discussion 23 

of that is disconcerting.   24 

We also raised the issue of their ownership of 25 
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property in China.  That wasn't addressed.   1 

And -- and I want to point out and I -- that the 2 

connections to China and the Chinese Government is actually a 3 

lot more involved than that.  Let me explain what I  mean by 4 

that.   5 

In the first instance, we've obviously been talking  6 

to a number of witnesses in this case.  One of them  is a 7 

gentleman named Tim Spitler, who was a former emplo yee of 8 

DuPont, who worked with Mr. and Mrs. Liew.  And wha t he 9 

explained was that Mr. Liew told him that his wife,  the 10 

codefendant, Christina Liew, is the niece of the go vernor of a 11 

large province in China, and they're essentially co nnected and 12 

that's how he gets business over there.   13 

That -- that is not the only person who's made some  14 

statement to that effect because we've also spoken to the 15 

Chinese customer that Mr. Williams alluded to who w as here.  16 

One of those individuals is gentleman named Juong C hi 17 

(phonetic)  18 

And according to Mr. Chi, Mr. Liew told him that hi s 19 

wife -- excuse me -- not -- I believe it's -- what he was told 20 

was that Mrs. Liew's father was a high ranking Chin ese 21 

official.   22 

And so -- and -- and we -- in the course of going 23 

through the materials that we've obtained in the se arch 24 

warrant, we've also found, you know, documents that  lend 25 
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credence to this, is phone lists with page after pa ge of 1 

contacts with -- of Chinese officials with home num bers and 2 

office numbers, and so the connections to China are  deep.  And 3 

I don't think that those issues have been addressed  by the 4 

defense, and I think they're quite serious.   5 

And I think that -- I certainly appreciate that 6 

there are a number of people here in support of Mr.  Liew and 7 

that are willing to make the -- pledge certain asse ts, but you 8 

know, the picture here is in the tens of millions o f dollars.  9 

And -- and one of the things that Mr. Spitler told 10 

us was that back in about 2005 or 2006 Mr. Liew tol d him "Hey, 11 

we've got 50 million dollars in the bank."  I don't  -- I can't 12 

verify that right now, but when I look at the rest of it, and 13 

it raises questions.   14 

And then the -- the -- that -- and frankly, I just -15 

- given his ties to China, given his travel to Chin a, given 16 

the fact that his businesses are in China, I don't see any way 17 

that that can be addressed.   18 

Even if it would -- even if it could be, the concer n 19 

that I've got with the surety proposal is -- this i s a de 20 

minimis amount, given the scope of that activities that we're 21 

talking about.   22 

And if the Court were ever -- if it were inclined t o 23 

go further, I would -- I think I would want to make  inquires, 24 

given the underlying witness tampering involved in it.  I 25 
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mean, you know, remember, on the civil case they've  already -- 1 

they've out -- you know, according to the indictmen t, entered 2 

a hearing with witnesses, so I would really want to  make sure, 3 

if the Court is inclined to go that way, what the a rrangements 4 

are in -- in -- between them.  But in short, that's  -- that's 5 

my response. 6 

THE COURT:  But you don't have any -- you don't have 7 

any evidence of -- of surety tampering at this time ? 8 

MR. AXELROD:  No.  No, Your Honor, and I'm not 9 

making that allegation. 10 

THE COURT:  What -- what is your feelings about the 11 

appropriateness of release on electronic monitoring ?  Why -- 12 

why couldn't electronic monitoring address the conc erns raised 13 

in the Pretrial Services report about risk of fligh t? 14 

MR. AXELROD:  Because what you have at that point -- 15 

and I think at that -- if the Court were inclined t o go that 16 

way, I think that would -- we would want to revisit  Mrs. 17 

Liew's release conditions, and -- and -- and let me  explain 18 

why. 19 

THE COURT:  Uh-huh.   20 

MR. AXELROD:  I think if both of them are out on 21 

electronic monitoring gives them ample opportunity -- and I 22 

can actually articulate now concerns about Mrs. Lie w and her 23 

ability to evade surveillance and her counter surve illance 24 

techniques and what's been going on in the last, yo u know, 25 
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month or two as this has been playing out.   1 

So my concern about his release at all is that once  2 

you put him out, it doesn't take much to cut that t hing off 3 

and get out of dodge.   4 

And she has demonstrated the ability over this past  5 

period of time to engage in very erratic driving be havior, 6 

take counter surveillance measures, to pull over on  the side 7 

of the road, to cut across lanes of traffic, to do the kinds 8 

of things that one, you know, would allow her to --  to lose 9 

people that, you know, may be pursuing her, but it also 10 

creates a situation where there is a real danger th at they 11 

would be successful in leaving and leaving this cou ntry and 12 

going back to the place where they have property, c onnections 13 

and business relationships, and possibly a lot of a ssets.   14 

So -- and they -- they -- you know, I don't think 15 

that having them both out -- I think that creates a n entirely 16 

different picture that is a much more risky situati on than 17 

we're in right now. 18 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Williams, there are a 19 

few things that Mr. Axelrod said that you had not a ddressed 20 

whether volitional or not, and I want to give you a  chance to 21 

-- 22 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you. 23 

THE COURT:  -- to respond on those. 24 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Mr. Liew doesn't own any property in 25 
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China.  I don't know anything about that.  Okay.  I t's very 1 

difficult when you come to these hearings and you'r e here for 2 

the first time, "Oh, he owns a house in China."  We ll, I know 3 

he does.  Okay.   4 

But he's got 50 bank accounts?  I haven't seen them .  5 

Give me a list of them and we can talk about them.  I don't 6 

know that he has -- I -- I still think -- don't kno w that 7 

that's the case.  I don't want to cast dispersions on what Mr. 8 

Axelrod has said, but I haven't seen anything like that.   9 

He disclosed to the -- the Pretrial Services the 10 

bank accounts that I'm aware of.  If there are 46 m ore, you 11 

know, let me see them.  Let's talk about them.   12 

What was the other issue?  The other issue had to d o 13 

with his wife's father is a high ranking official.  I don't 14 

think that's correct either.   15 

You know, people in trouble say all sorts of 16 

interesting things.  They got 50 -- you know, he to ld me he 17 

had 50 million dollars in the bank and so on and so  forth.  18 

Well, how are you going to respond?  We're not goin g to 19 

respond.  He doesn't have 50 million dollars in the  bank, as 20 

far as I know, either than Mr. Axelrod thinks he ha s 50 21 

million dollars in the bank.   22 

If the -- if -- if -- what is valid about the 23 

position the Government has taken is he's got prope rty 24 

overseas, he's got money overseas and he travels a lot.  I 25 
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accept all that.  That's all correct.  I don't cont est any of 1 

that, but the point is you can address those issues .  2 

And if the Court is not comfortable -- if Mr. 3 

Axelrod is saying, "Look, if you've got both of the m out," 4 

despite the fact that neither of them have passport s and they 5 

got a ten year-old minor child that doesn't have a passport 6 

either -- the FBI has got them all -- if that is no t adequate 7 

security for the Court and if my sureties aren't en ough 8 

either, put him in a halfway house.   9 

If you don't want them both out on electronic 10 

monitoring, put him in a halfway house.  That's fin e.  That's 11 

fine too.  I think that's a workable solution. 12 

MR. AXELROD:  Can I address -- 13 

THE COURT:  Yes. 14 

MR. AXELROD:  -- two points?  First of all, on the 15 

issue of whether Mr. Liew owns property in China, t hat is an -16 

- that's an insufficient answer because he's marrie d.  These 17 

are two people who are working this business togeth er.  It 18 

appears that, you know, the financial activities sh e's heavily 19 

involved in.   20 

So it is -- to suggest, "Well, hey, he doesn't own 21 

the property," I don't think that addresses the que stion at 22 

all because if she does, or if they've got some oth er 23 

arrangement, that -- and I'm not -- I'm not saying he's -- 24 

what he's stating is factually inaccurate.  I don't  have -- 25 
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have enough information to respond, but it's broade r than 1 

that.  2 

And I think that the halfway house is also 3 

unworkable because, as the Court knows, the control s on 4 

somebody in a halfway house are quite different tha n with 5 

custodial controls.  And somebody can walk out the door of the 6 

halfway house, and they might never be seen again a nd it does 7 

happen, and in this case where there's somewhere to  go with 8 

business and family ties, that's a real concern. 9 

MS. WALTON:  Your Honor? 10 

THE COURT:  Yeah. 11 

MS. WALTON:  I might add -- LaDreena Walton for 12 

Pretrial Services, for the record.  We actually don 't have 13 

availability for the halfway house.  Due to limited  funding, 14 

we're not able to house anyone there until after Oc tober 1st 15 

is what we've been informed. 16 

THE COURT:  And I -- I am aware of that.  You 17 

undoubtedly were not aware of that.  That's somethi ng for -- 18 

for you to consider.  Obviously, your position is t hat you're 19 

requesting release on electronic monitoring? 20 

MR. WILLIAMS:  It is, and Mr. -- 21 

THE COURT:  No.  I -- I -- I understand the -- the 22 

arguments on the -- having them both be released.  I don't 23 

need any more information on that component at this  time, 24 

unless you think it's needed.   25 
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One issue that came up from both ends was the issue  1 

of the financial assets in -- in China, and there a re certain 2 

-- there's certain information in the Pretrial Serv ices 3 

report.  I don't know if that was based -- my sense  is it came 4 

from information provided both by the defense and f rom the 5 

Government.   6 

If there is more information that either party 7 

thinks that Pretrial Services should consider and t he Court 8 

should consider, and anyone thinks that would chang e the 9 

Court's analysis, then, of course, you're welcome t o submit 10 

that to Pretrial Services and the Court, and of cou rse, it 11 

should be disclosed to the other side. 12 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Understood. 13 

THE COURT:  I -- I feel like I have sufficient 14 

information to address the issues, but if either pa rty, you 15 

know, does come upon more evidence in the future th at makes -- 16 

that you think would change the analysis, that can be 17 

exchanged with each other and -- and provided to th e Court and 18 

Pretrial Services.   19 

I am -- at this point, I have no information beyond  20 

what's been presented in court, what has come from the 21 

Pretrial Services report.  It sounds like both part ies might 22 

have potentially more information they discover as the 23 

investigation continues, both the Government's inve stigation 24 

and your own analysis of what's been provided by th e 25 
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Government and what you might out internally that c ould change 1 

the Court's analysis as the case goes on.   2 

But as we stand here right now, is there any furthe r 3 

information that either party wants to present? 4 

MR. AXELROD:  No, Your Honor. 5 

MR. WILLIAMS:  I have none as well. 6 

MR. RAMSEY:  Your Honor?   7 

THE COURT:  Mr. Ramsey. 8 

MR. RAMSEY:  I just wanted to address briefly one 9 

issue of the question of whether there is a propert y that is 10 

owned in China.  Just for the Court's information, Mrs. Liew 11 

does own a hundred thousand dollar home in -- or ho use in -- 12 

in China. 13 

THE COURT:  Very well.  Thank you. 14 

MR. RAMSEY:  The only other thing -- one other issue 15 

that I may just address briefly is the allegations of counter 16 

surveillance methods, etcetera, employed supposedly  by my 17 

client.   18 

When the DuPont civil case was filed, DuPont hired 19 

several private investigators who were extremely ag gressive in 20 

terms of pursuing the Liews, in terms of -- in term s of they 21 

talk to them, in terms of they talked to employees,  former 22 

employees, families of former employees, and having  23 

(inaudible) who were following Mrs. Liew, along wit h when she 24 

was with her ten year-old son.  You know, the aggre ssiveness 25 
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of the investigator obviously caused her concern.   1 

She saw that people were following her.  She 2 

believed that they were following her.  She had no idea who 3 

they were.  Quite frankly, they were creating a dan gerous 4 

situation at a time when they were -- I believe wer e 5 

represented by counsel, were -- were dealing with t he case 6 

directly.  And their -- they were represented parti es.  They 7 

could have been contacted through their lawyers.   8 

And there were times where she did not know who was  9 

following her, and she pulled over on the side of t he road or 10 

took some actions to just -- to determine whether s omeone 11 

actually someone was following her, but that was fa r from 12 

counter surveillance methods.  That was just a matt er of her 13 

trying to provide for the -- her own safety and the  safety of 14 

her child. 15 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, Mr. Ramsey.  I 16 

don't -- I don't think I need to take any further a ction as to 17 

that component of the presentation.   18 

Anything else further from the parties? 19 

MR. WILLIAMS:  No, Your Honor.  Thank you.  20 

Submitted. 21 

THE COURT:  All right.  I think this is a close 22 

case.  It's one where there are serious charges, a Defendant 23 

who does not have a prior criminal record.   24 

And it's not a danger to the community question.  25 
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It's a question of whether there are conditions or a 1 

combination of conditions that would assess -- woul d address 2 

the risk of flight, and that's where the Court's fo cus is on.   3 

On the -- on the record before me I'm going to adop t 4 

the recommendation of Pretrial Services and order t he 5 

Defendant detained pending the charges in the case.    6 

Now, I emphasize this on the record before me 7 

because there has been some surety information that  was 8 

presented late yesterday, and some sureties that ha ve been 9 

proffered that are not here today.  And it's possib le that the 10 

-- with -- with additional investigation from the p arties and 11 

additional information that the Court would revisit  that issue 12 

with more information.   13 

But on the record before me, it's the property and 14 

ties to China, the assertions from the Government s upported by 15 

the charges in the case of risk of flight to China or 16 

elsewhere in Asia.   17 

The fact that the defendant's wife is released -- 18 

and I'm not taking a significant factor to the alle gations 19 

that she has tried to evade supervision in some way , but the 20 

fact that she is released, I think, adds to the dan ger of risk 21 

of flight.   22 

Now, in mitigation, there are many sureties who are  23 

here in the courtroom and who have been proffered t o -- who 24 

could be in the courtroom, and those are strong mit igating 25 
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factors, and in a different circumstance that would  be a 1 

sufficient security, I think, to assure the appeara nce of the 2 

Defendant in Court.   3 

But here, I think it's a very close question, but i n 4 

balance, I think that the concerns raised by the Go vernment 5 

and found by Pretrial Services for a risk of flight  outweigh 6 

the mitigating factors, and on that basis I will or der him 7 

detained.   8 

Now, Mr. Liew, you have a right to appeal this 9 

decision, and you can seek review by the District C ourt Judge.  10 

That's Judge Breyer. 11 

MR. HEMANN:  (Inaudible) Judge Seeborg. 12 

THE COURT:  Judge Seeborg?   13 

MR. HEMANN:  The case --  14 

THE COURT:  Oh, because it's been assigned to Judge 15 

Seeborg?   16 

MR. HEMANN:  Yes.   17 

THE COURT:  I -- I appreciate that.  Thank you.  All 18 

right.  You still have a right to appeal, but it's to the 19 

District Court Judge who's currently assigned, and that's 20 

Judge Seeborg.   21 

Thank you, Mr. Hemann, for -- for correcting me. 22 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Your Honor, I wonder if the Court 23 

would -- 24 

THE COURT:  Yes. 25 
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MR. WILLIAMS:  Does the Court have a calendar this 1 

Friday? 2 

THE COURT:  I do, and if you'd like to -- to return 3 

then for further presentation, I -- I will entertai n that. 4 

MR. WILLIAMS:  I will do that, but I would just -- 5 

if the Court is willing to let me do that.  And wha t I would 6 

do is have those remaining sureties contact Ms. Wal ton at the 7 

Pretrial Services so that that might be incorporate d into the 8 

report.   9 

And if there is further information about, for 10 

example, bank accounts we can provide the Court, we  would 11 

attempt to do that also. 12 

THE COURT:  Mr. Axelrod, is that scheduling 13 

available to you? 14 

MR. AXELROD:  This Friday -- 15 

THE COURT:  Yes. 16 

MR. AXELROD:  -- is just fine, Your Honor. 17 

THE COURT:  All right.  So that's what we will do.  18 

We will -- the order of the Court will be that the Defendant 19 

will be remanded to the custody of the U.S. Marshal s.   20 

And Mr. Axelrod, I'm going to ask you to prepare an  21 

order setting forth the risk of flight and the fact ors 22 

identified in the Pretrial Services report and by y ou today -- 23 

MR. AXELROD:  Understood. 24 

THE COURT:  -- reflecting the Court's order.  And 25 
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then if the parties want to assess the appealabilit y to the 1 

District Court, you can consider that as well after  Friday.   2 

MR. AXELROD:  And I just want to add in -- we'll 3 

have these further proceedings on Friday.  We may s ubmit 4 

additional information, and if we do, we'll probabl y be ask 5 

that it sealed, so we'll submit all the appropriate  paperwork 6 

to give (inaudible) information that will (Inaudibl e - - audio 7 

malfunction.)  8 

THE COURT:  And when you say sealed, sealed and 9 

produced to the defense or -- 10 

MR. AXELROD:  Of course.  Yes, absolutely.  Yes. 11 

THE COURT:  All right. 12 

MR. AXELROD:  Sealed from the public record. 13 

THE COURT:  Very well.  That motion to seal is 14 

conditionally granted, well, as long as it's been s hared with 15 

the defense.  And is that something Pretrial Servic es can 16 

review as well? 17 

MR. AXELROD:  Yes. 18 

THE COURT:  All right.  The Court will entertain any 19 

further submissions from either party that might is sue on the 20 

release or detention.   21 

And it will be the order of the Court that the 22 

Defendant is detained based on the -- and -- and I adopt the 23 

findings of the Pretrial Services reports. 24 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you, Your Honor.  Appreciate 25 
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it. 1 

THE COURT:  Do we need to set a date before Judge 2 

Seeborg? 3 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, there is one other issue that 4 

we do need to discuss with the Court. 5 

THE COURT:  Yeah. 6 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Your Honor, both Mr. Ramsey and I 7 

have made general appearances on the complaint.  Si nce that 8 

time, we've been informed that there may be issues relating to 9 

his forfeiture on the case, and those issues might affect our 10 

ability to represent our clients in this matter.   11 

I don't think that we're at a point yet where we ca n 12 

make a representation to the Court what those issue s really 13 

are, but I'm not prepared to make a general appeara nce on this 14 

indictment because of that reason. 15 

MR. RAMSEY:  The same, Your Honor. 16 

THE COURT:  Okay.  And how do you propose that we 17 

address that procedurally beyond -- beyond noting i t?  And are 18 

you forecasting that something is going to occur in  the 19 

future?  Is there some remedy you're asking for now ? 20 

MR. HEMANN:  It's -- with all due respect to counsel 21 

and the issue, which I -- is -- is a valid one, I - - the 22 

Government will at least have a position on -- on t his.   23 

I think that the issue will be forced at the first 24 

appearance in the District Court, and we will be --  the case 25 
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is assigned to Judge Seeborg.  The underlying civil  case that 1 

the Grand Jury found was instructive is Judge White 's case.  2 

So we will be filing in those related cases and 3 

we'll leave up to Judge White whether he takes it o r not, but 4 

the issue will probably be raised appropriately as to the 5 

general appearance or special appearance when -- wh en we get 6 

to the district Court.  I don't know that we need t o resolve 7 

it before Your Honor until that -- until we get to District 8 

Court. 9 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, that's agreeable to me, Your 10 

Honor, as long as it's clearly understood that if t here are 11 

any forfeitures, it might affect our ability to pro ceed in the 12 

matter and I don't want (Inaudible - - audio malfun ction.) 13 

THE COURT:  All right.  Well, the Government has 14 

heard -- has -- has heard your notice.  I take noti ce of it as 15 

well.  I think it's appropriate to remind both Mr. and Mrs. 16 

Liew that they do have a right to an attorney at al l stages.   17 

And so if it turned out that they could not afford 18 

an attorney, one would be provided to them at no co st to them 19 

and at taxpayer expense, so if the case gets to a p oint where 20 

they could not afford counsel and need to seek appo intment of 21 

counsel, they need to alert the Court that they're seeking 22 

that and, of course, we'll take action at that time . 23 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Could we go over to the week of the 24 

12th of September then for initial appearance.  Is that 25 
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agreeable? 1 

THE COURT:  Is that agreeable to the Government? 2 

MR. HEMANN:  That -- that -- that -- that's fine 3 

with us, Your Honor.  We've, obviously, like to exc lude time 4 

between now and the date that is set before Judge S eeborg on 5 

the basis of effective preparation of competent new  counsel. 6 

THE COURT:  All right.  And has there been discovery 7 

produced to the defense to support that? 8 

MR. HEMANN:  Our intention was to provide discovery 9 

between now and the date of -- of the initial appea rance 10 

before the District Court.  We will be doing that. 11 

THE COURT:  All right.  And is Judge Seeborg 12 

available? 13 

THE CLERK:  He is, Your Honor.  That's Tuesday, 14 

September 13th, at 2:30. 15 

THE COURT:  All right.  So we'll set the initial 16 

appearance for both Defendants, Tuesday, September 13th, 2:30 17 

p.m. before Judge Seeborg.   18 

The Government has suggested that it will file a 19 

notice of related cases, which could cause the matt er to be 20 

reassigned.  If it is, then that appearance will ch ange.   21 

Any objection from either Defendant to an exclusion  22 

of time from today until September 13th for effecti ve 23 

preparation of counsel? 24 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Not behalf of Mr. Walter Liew, Your 25 
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Honor.  1 

MR. RAMSEY:  No objection, Your Honor, on behalf of 2 

Christina Liew. 3 

THE COURT:  All right.  So it will be the Court's 4 

order that time will be excluded until September 13 th for the 5 

effective preparation of counsel, and I find that t he 6 

interests of justice support that. 7 

MR. HEMANN:  Your Honor, would you like for us to 8 

provide the Court with a written order on that or j ust -- 9 

THE COURT:  You don't -- I don't feel that you need 10 

to.  I've said it on the record and the reasons, bu t if -- if 11 

--  12 

MR. HEMANN:  No, that's fine.   13 

THE COURT:  -- in your interest, you'd like to, I 14 

will sign such a proposed order. 15 

MR. HEMANN:  Thank you. 16 

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything else we need to do 17 

today? 18 

MR. WILLIAMS:  The appearance Friday would be at 19 

9:30? 20 

THE COURT:  9:30 this Friday, correct. 21 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 22 

THE COURT:  And you know, is -- I don't know that 23 

Mrs. Liew needs to be here on Friday, Mr. Ramsey, u nless you 24 

feel like it's -- 25 
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MR. RAMSEY:  I think that she's going to want to be 1 

as right now. 2 

THE COURT:  She'll welcome to be here.  I just 3 

wanted to -- to let her know. 4 

MR. HEMANN:  Your Honor, do you need interpreter 5 

because if she's -- if her presence is optional, th en we need 6 

you to make it clear if you need an interpreter. 7 

MR. WILLIAMS:  And we would request there be an 8 

interpreter. 9 

THE COURT:  All right.  I will request then that 10 

there be an interpreter on Friday.  All right.   11 

So we're continued to Friday at 9:30. 12 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you. 13 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you very much. 14 

MR. AXELROD:  Thank you, Your Honor. 15 

MR. HEMANN:  Thank you, Your Honor. 16 

THE CLERK:  Court is in recess. 17 

(Proceedings adjourned at 11:24 a.m.) 18 
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