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Mother of wrestler's children sues WWE, claims it concealed head trauma
risks

Published 1:51 pm, Tuesday, June 30, 2015

IMAGE 1 OF 29

Sean Christopher Haire, known to professional wrestling fans as Sean O'Haire, was found dead in his South Carolina home
in September 2014. He was 43 years old.

See these other pro wrestlers who died at an early age along with the details of each wrestler's passing.

(Photo by Ertezoute / Wikimedia Commons)
The mother of a late professional wrestler's children has filed a lawsuit against World Wrestling
Entertainment Inc., claiming it concealed the risks of repeated head injuries.

Michelle James, mother of the minor children of wrestler Matthew Wade Osborne, who was also
known as Doink the Clown, filed a lawsuit Friday in U.S. District Court in Dallas. The two children, a
14-year-old son and a 17-year-old daughter, are also listed as plaintiffs.

http ://Www.chron.com/news/houston-texé%}%gegurgé?é/ﬂd(ﬁ)tgg-eo -vgréz':stler-s-children- sues-WWE... 7/16/2015
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James and the children live in Pennsylvania.
Osborne died June 28, 2013, in Plano, apparently of an accidental drug overdose. He was 55.

The complaint alleges that the WWE concealed "the risks and long-term consequences of sustaining
repeated head trauma ... which ultimately resulted in his death."

According to the plaintiffs' complaint, Osborne wrestled for the WWE from 1985 to 2007, but a
lawyer for the organization takes issue with that.

Jerry McDevitt, partner with K&L Gates in Pittsburgh and primary outside counsel for the WWE, said
Osborne had two stints with World Wrestling Entertainment -- 1985 to 1986 and 1992 to 1993. He
also took part in a one-time anniversary show in 2007, McDevitt said.

"Other than that, since October 1993, he had no relationship whatsoever with the WWE," McDevitt
said Tuesday. "They did put him through drug rehab to try to help him out."

Another issue with the suit, McDevitt said, is that it was filed in Texas, contrary to an agreement that
Osborne had signed with the WWE that any dispute would be filed in federal court in Connecticut,
where the WWE has a principal place of business.

Once the WWE is served with James' lawsuit, McDevitt said the organization will ask the court to
order it moved to Connecticut, which has a statute prohibiting suits from being filed more than three
years after the action leading to the dispute.

The plaintiffs, who are seeking unspecified damages, are represented by attorneys Shezad A. Malik
of the Dr. Shezad Malik Law Firm in Dallas; R. Christopher Gilreath of Gilreath & Associates in
Memphis, Tenn.; Konstantine W. Kyros of Kyros Law Offices in Hingham, Mass.; and Erica
Mirabella of Mirabella Law LLC, Boston.
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