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LICENSE TO CARRY A PISTOL EMERGENCY AMENDMENT ACT OF 2014
(To be read at all roll calls for one week)

On October 9, 2014, at 2310 hours, Mayor Vincent C. Gray signed the License to Carry a Pistol Emergency Amendment Act
of 2014. This teletype is being issued to provide guidance on the emergency law related to carrying handguns, and will
remain in effect until new regulations are implemented later this month.

NOTE: This law only applies to handguns. It does not apply to long guns (rifles or shot guns), which will remain illegal to
carry in the District of Columbia.

At this time, except as authorized for law enforcement, carrying a handgun in the District of Columbia without a license
to carry issued by the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) remains illegal for everyone. The criminal charge of
“Carrying a Pistol” has been changed to “Cartying a Pistol without a License (CPWL).” D.C. Official Code is amended as
noted below (in bold and crossed out):

§ 22-4504(a) No person shall carry within the District of Columbia either openly or concealed on or about their person, a
pistol, without a license issued pursuant to District of Columbia law, or any deadly or dangerous weapon. capable-of

being-so-concealed:

Upon placing the charge of Carrying a Pistol Without a License:

After checking in for papering at the Court Liaison Division, officers shall report the Firearms Registration Section
(Headquarters, Room 3058) to obtain and attach to the paperwork a certificate declaring that: (1) The arrestee does not have a
license to carry; and (2) The arrestee’s firearm is unregistered, if applicable.
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