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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

 Mr. JOE ARPAIO, Elected SHERIFF of 

Maricopa County, State of Arizona  

 

                                                     Plaintiff,                    

 

                  v. 

 

Mr. BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA, acting  

as President of the United States of America 

 

                                 and  

 

Mr. JEH CHARLES JOHNSON, acting as Secretary 

of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 

                                 and  

 

Mr. LEON RODRIQUEZ, acting as Director  

of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

 

                                                   Defendants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

             Case 1:14-cv-01966 

  

 

DECLARATION OF SHERIFF JOE ARPAIO,  

IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR INJUNCTION 

 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1746, I, Joe Arpaio, hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the 

following is true and correct: 

1) I am over the age of 18 years old and mentally and legally competent to make this 

affidavit sworn under oath. 

2) By this lawsuit, I am seeking to have the President and the other defendants obey the 

U.S. Constitution, which prevents the Obama Administration’s executive order from 

having been issued in the first place.  

3) The unconstitutional act of the President’s amnesty by executive order must be 

enjoined by a court of law on behalf of not just myself, but all of the American 
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people.  

4) If President Obama’s amnesty created by the President’s executive order, which was 

announced on November 20, 2014, is allowed to go into effect, my Sheriff’s office 

responsible for Maricopa County, Arizona, and the people of Maricopa County will 

suffer significant harm. 

5) This unconstitutional act by the president will have a serious detrimental impact on 

my carrying out the duties and responsibilities for which I am charged as sheriff. 

6) Specifically, Obama’s amnesty program will severely strain our resources, both in 

manpower and financially, necessary to protect the citizens I was elected to serve. 

7) For instance, among the many negative effects of this executive order, will be the 

increased release of criminal aliens back onto streets of Maricopa County, Arizona, 

and the rest of the nation. 

8) In addition, the flood of illegal aliens into Arizona will cost my Sheriff’s office 

money and resources to handle. 

9) Attached to the Complaint in this case are several news releases from my office 

giving details of the impacts in my jurisdiction.  I attach these news releases again as 

exhibits to this Declaration, and incorporate herein the statements from my office in 

the attached news releases.  I affirm the accuracy of the news releases attached. 

10) President Obama’s June 15, 2012, amnesty for adults who arrived illegally as 

children, which Obama has called Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), 

has already caused an increased flood of illegal aliens into Arizona in 2014. 

11) The increased flow of illegal aliens into U.S. border states has been stimulated by the 

hope of obtaining U.S. citizenship because of President Obama’s six (6) years of 
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promising amnesty to those who make it to the United States. 

12) The increased flow of illegal aliens has caused a significant increase in property 

damage, crime, and burdened resources in Maricopa County, throughout Arizona, and 

across the border region.   

13) Landowners report large-scale trespassing on their land by illegal aliens transiting 

from the border into the interior of the country, associated with destruction of 

property, theft, crimes of intimidation, trespassing, and disruption of using their land. 

14) The Sheriff’s office witnesses and experiences a noticeable increase in crime within 

my jurisdiction in Maricopa County, Arizona, resulting from illegal aliens crossing 

our Nation’s border and entering and crossing through border States. 

15) Within my jurisdiction, my office must respond to all such reports and investigate. 

16) My deputies must be out on the streets, risking their lives, to police the County. 

17) I performed a survey of those booked into my jails in Arizona. 

18) I found out that over 4,000 illegal aliens were in our jails over the last 8 months, 

arrested for committing crimes in Maricopa County under Arizona law, such as child 

molestation, burglary, shoplifting, theft, etc.  

19) I found that one third of the 4,000 illegal aliens arrested in Maricopa County had 

already been arrested previously for having committed different crimes earlier within 

Maricopa County under Arizona law. 

20) These are criminals whom I turned over to ICE for deportation, yet they were 

obviously not deported or were deported and kept returning to the United States. 

21) Some had been in Maricopa County 6, 7, 8 times, and sometimes as many as 25 

times. 
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22) Yet they keep coming back.  I want to know why they are not being deported? 

23) I am aware that the President claims that he must grant amnesty to illegal aliens 

because of a lack of resources for enforcing the immigration laws.   

24) However, from my perspective and experience, the Federal government is simply 

shifting the burden and the expense to the States and the Counties and County offices 

such as mine. 

25) I am also aware that the President claims he must grant amnesty to some illegal aliens 

in order to focus deportation efforts on those illegal aliens who have criminal records 

or are dangerous. 

26) However, I know from my experience in law enforcement in Arizona that that 

argument is disingenuous. 

27) The Obama Administration is evidently not deporting dangerous criminals even when 

I hand them over to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) within the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security.   

28) Even when illegal aliens are booked into my jail for committing crimes in Maricopa 

County under Arizona State law, and my office hands those criminal over to ICE to 

be deported, the Obama Administration still does not deport those criminals. 

29) In many cases, my Sheriff’s office has undertaken the work and expended the 

resources to apprehend these persons for violating Arizona law. 

30) Therefore, the problem is not a lack of resources by the Department of Homeland 

Security, but a lack of desire by the Obama Administration to enforce the law. 

31) When you look at the interior of the United States, where ICE is responsible for 

enforcement, and take the 11 million illegal aliens estimated to be in the country, ICE 
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