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Klayman Law Firm

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 800, Washington, DC 200061811 % Telephone: (310) 395-0800 % lekiayman @ gmail.com

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS AND CERTIFIED MAIL

January 14, 2015 O URGENT

Linda K. Zecher
President, Chiel Executive Officer and Director

William Bayers
Executive Vice President and General Counsel

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
222 Berkeley Street
Boston, MA 02116

Re: Defamation of Dennis Montgomery in “Pay Any Price” by James Risen.

Dear Ms. Zecher and Mr, Bayvers:
I am counsel for Dennis Montgomery.

My client has brought it my attention that the recent publication of “Pay Any Price.” written by
James Risen, is defamatory. In a later correspondence, I will outline in detail all of the
defamatory statements, which are actionable as libel per se. And because Mr. Montgomery is not
a public figure, in fact having worked with various intelligence agencies and The White House,
he was “undercover” given his duties and responsibilities in gathering intelligence concerning
various matters related to terrorism. Thus, to prove a case for defamation, which we will file in
Florida if this matter cannot be resolved, one need not even show malice, although it arises in
any event from libel per se.

In Risen’s book, as just one example of the defamatory conduct, he writes at pages 32-33:
Whatever elsc he was, Dennis Montgomery was a man who understood how best

to profit from America’s decade of fear, He saw the post-9/11 age for what it was,
a lime to make money.
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Montgomery was the maestro behind what many current and former U.S. officials
and others familiar with the case now believe was one of the most claborate and
dangerous hoaxes in American history, a ruse that was so successful that it nearly
convinced the Bush administration to order fighter jets to start shooting down
commercial airliners filled with passengers over the Atlantic. Once it was over,
once the fever broke and government officials realized that they had been taken in
by a grand illusion, they did absolutely nothing about it. The Central Intelligence
Agency buried the whole insane episode and acted like it had never happened,
The Pentagon just kept working with Montgomery. Justice Department lawyers
fanned out across the country to try to block any information about Montgomery
and his schemes from becoming public, invoking the state secrets privilege in a
series of civil lawsuits involving Montgomery.

It was as if everyone in Washington was alraid to admit that the Emperor of the
War on Terror had no clothes.

A former medial technician, a self-styled computer software expert with no
experience whatsoever in national security affairs, Dennis Monlgomery almost
singlehandedly prompted President Bush to ground a series of international
commercial flights based on what now appears to have been an elaborate hoax.
Even after it appeared that Montgomery had pulled off a scheme of amazing
scope, he still had die-hard supporters in the government who steadfastly refused
to believe the evidence suggesting that Montgomery was a fake, and who rejected
the notion that the super-secret computer sofiware that he foisted on (he Pentagon
and CTA was anything other than America’s salvation.

It is therefore clear that Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, in order to fact-check Risen’s statements to
responsibly exercise due diligence, even assuming that Risen’s statements are not defamatory,
would have had to have had access to top secret highly classified information. However, for vou
the publisher, to have access to this information. without the authorization of the government,
would constitute crimes.

Thus, I want to understand how vou fact checked Risen before you both decided to defame my
client and how, after publication of his book, you furthered Risen's continuing defamatory
statements in the print, television and radio media. In short, vou not only have corporate and
personal significant civil liability to my client, but have you also collectively engaged what is in
effect a criminal enterprise for profit,

If you would like to discuss this matter before Mr. Montgomery takes other avenues of redress,
please contact me immediately. | am available to meet with you at the end of this month if such a
mecting could prove productive to try to resolve this serious matter. Let me know if there is an
interest by January 20, 2015 to discuss how you fact-checked Risen’s stalements; otherwise we
will contact the Federal Bureau of Invest igation and seek other suitable redress.

Although I am representing Mr. Montgomery in my private capacily, as also a public interest
advocate. there is a duty and responsibility on my part not 1o accede to top secret classified
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information being strewn all over the public record. particularly given the rise of Islamic
grronsm in recent months and the even heightening risks this presents to the this nation and the
ee world.

Please govern yourselves accordingly.

Sincer

ce: Dennis Montgomery
James Risen
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