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National Law Enforcement Partnership to  

Prevent Gun Violence 

 

PROTECTING COMMUNITIES FROM ASSAULT WEAPONS 
AND HIGH-CAPACITY AMMUNITION MAGAZINES 

 
 
BACKGROUND ON ASSAULT WEAPONS AND HIGH-CAPACITY 
AMMUNITION MAGAZINES 
 
Assault weapons were designed for the battlefield and have no place in our 
communities. These weapons were developed to enable a shooter to rapidly spray-fire 
multiple rounds at an enemy in combat, not to gun down small children, moviegoers, 
firefighters – or the law enforcement officers protecting them. This kind of excessive 
firepower has particular utility in the hands of dangerous people intent on wreaking 
havoc.  
 
Each of the combat hardware features on assault weapons has a military purpose. For 
example, a pistol grip stabilizes the weapon and enables the shooter to spray-fire from 
the hip; a barrel shroud cools the barrel when multiple rounds are fired, preventing the 
weapon from overheating and allows the shooter to grasp the barrel; a threaded barrel 
accommodates military accessories such as a flash suppressor or grenade launcher; 
and a telescoping, folding or detachable stock allows for easier concealment. 
 
High-capacity ammunition magazines dramatically increase a shooter’s ability to 
massacre large numbers of people. Prohibiting the manufacture, transfer and 
importation of high-capacity magazines that hold more than ten rounds would reduce 
the number of bullets a shooter could use before having to stop to reload. Reloading 
can provide a critical window of time in which to take down a shooter, as we saw in 
Tucson.  
 

ASSAULT WEAPONS AND HIGH-CAPACITY AMMUNITION MAGAZINES 
ARE THE INSTRUMENTS OF MASS SHOOTERS 
 
Horrific mass shootings are happening all too often all across our nation. Last 
December, Adam Lanza forced his way into a Newtown, CT, elementary school and 
opened fire with a .223 caliber Bushmaster AR-15 semiautomatic assault weapon and 
multiple 30-round ammunition magazines, killing 26 people, including 20 small 
children. In July of last year, James Holmes entered an Aurora, CO, movie theater 
and allegedly used an AR-15 assault weapon equipped with a 100-round drum 

magazine to mow down moviegoers, killing 12 and wounding 58 others.1 
 
It is hard to imagine a gunman using a firearm equipped with a magazine holding fewer than ten rounds 
causing the devastation that resulted from an assault weapon equipped with a 100-round drum 
magazine. A semiautomatic assault rifle with a 100-round drum magazine – or a pistol equipped with a 
30-round magazine – has one purpose: to kill as many people as possible as quickly as possible.  
 

                                                        
1 Goode, Erica, “Rifle Used in Killings, America’s Most Popular, Highlights Regulation Debate,” New York Times, Dec. 16, 2012 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/17/us/lanza-used-a-popular-ar-15-style-rifle-in-newtown.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0) and 
Kleinfield, N.R., “Gunman Took Big Supply of Ammunition to School After Killing Mother at Home,” New York Times, Dec. 16, 2012 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/17/nyregion/sandy-hook-school-shooting-in-newtown.html?ref=us).. 
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The devastating effects of these weapons are felt by law enforcement as criminals up the ante with 
firepower in excess of what police officers typically use. Reports from law enforcement leaders around 
the country indicate that assault weapons are increasingly being used against law enforcement officers. 
Current restrictions on the release of Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) trace 
data make it impossible to know exactly how often these firearms are being used in crimes.2 But 
according to the Department of Justice, high-capacity ammunition magazines are used in 31 to 41 
percent of fatal police shootings, varying across cities analyzed.3 
 

EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 1994 ASSAULT WEAPONS AND HIGH-CAPACITY AMMUNITION 
MAGAZINE BAN 
 
The 1994 assault weapons ban prohibited the manufacture, transfer, sale or possession of new 
semiautomatic assault weapons and high-capacity ammunition magazines in excess of ten rounds. The 
ban expired in 2004. 
 
Studies show the 1994 assault weapons ban worked: 

 A 2004 University of Pennsylvania study found that, in the nine years after the ban took effect, the 
percentage of gun crimes involving assault weapons decreased by 70 percent.4  
 

 In 1998, four years after the assault weapons and high-capacity ammunition magazine ban was 
enacted, the percentage of firearms with large-capacity magazines recovered by Virginia police 
decreased and continued to drop until it hit a low of 9 percent in 2004, the year the ban expired.  
That figure more than doubled since the ban’s expiration, hitting a high of 20 percent in 2010, 
according to a Washington Post analysis.5  
  

 After the ban expired in 2004, 37 percent of police agencies saw increases in criminals’ use of 
assault weapons, and 38 percent reported a noticeable increase in criminals’ use of high-capacity 
magazines, according to a 2010 Police Executive Research Forum survey.6  

NEW LEGISLATION 

The Partnership calls on Congress to pass S.150, the Assault Weapons Ban of 2013, introduced by 
Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) in the U.S. Senate, and the companion bill, H.R.437, introduced by 
Representative Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) in the House of Representatives. The legislation bans the sale, 
transfer, manufacture and importation of:  
 

 New semiautomatic rifles that can accept a detachable magazine and have at least one military 
feature, such as pistol grip; forward grip; folding, telescoping, or detachable stock; grenade 
launcher or rocket launcher; barrel shroud; or threaded barrel. 

 

 New semiautomatic pistols that can accept a detachable magazine and have at least one military 
feature, including threaded barrel; second pistol grip; barrel shroud; capacity to accept a 

                                                        
2 International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), Taking a Stand: Reducing Gun Violence in Our Communities, Sept. 2007 
(http://www.theiacp.org/PublicationsGuides/TopicalIndex/tabid/216/Default.aspx?id=893&v=1). 
3 Koper, Christopher S., “An Updated Assessment of the Federal Assault Weapons Ban,” National Institute of Justice, U.S. Department 
of Justice, June 2004 (https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/204431.pdf). 
4 Koper, Christopher S., “An Updated Assessment of the Federal Assault Weapons Ban: Impacts on Gun Markets and Gun Violence, 
1994-2003” (http://www.sas.upenn.edu/jerrylee/research/aw_final2004.pdf). 
5 Fallis, David S. and Grimaldi, James V.,“In Virginia, High-Yield Clip Seizures Rise,” Washington Post, January 23, 2011 
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/22/AR2011012204046.html). 
6 Police Executive Research Forum, Guns and Crime: Breaking New Ground By Focusing on the Local Impact, May 2010 
(policeforum.org/library/critical-issues-in-policing.../GunsandCrime.pdf). 
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detachable magazine at some location outside of the pistol grip; or semiautomatic version of an 
automatic firearm. 

 

 New semiautomatic shotguns that have a folding, telescoping, or detachable stock; pistol grip; 
fixed magazine with the capacity to accept more than five rounds; ability to accept a detachable 
magazine; forward grip; grenade launcher or rocket launcher; or shotgun with a revolving 
cylinder. 

 

 New high-capacity ammunition feeding devices that have the capacity to hold more than ten 
rounds of ammunition that come in many forms, including a magazine, belt, drum, or feed strip. 

  
The 2013 Assault Weapons Ban excludes any weapon that is lawfully possessed when the bill is 
enacted; any firearm manually operated by a bolt, pump, lever or slide action; assault weapons used by 
military, law enforcement, and retired law enforcement; and antique weapons. It also excludes 2,258 
legitimate hunting and sporting rifles and shotguns by specific make and model. 
 
Additionally, the new legislation strengthens the provisions of the expired 1994 law by banning 
dangerous devices designed to circumvent the law, including bump or slide fire stocks, which are 
modified stocks that enable semi-automatic weapons to fire at rates similar to fully automatic machine 
guns; “bullet buttons” that allow rapid replacement of ammunition magazines, frequently used as a 
workaround to prohibitions on detachable magazines; and thumbhole stocks, a type of stock that was 
created as a workaround to avoid prohibitions on pistol grips. 
 
The 2013 Assault Weapons Ban addresses the millions of assault weapons and large-capacity 
magazines currently in existence by requiring a background check on all sales or transfers of 
grandfathered assault weapons and prohibiting the sale or transfer of high-capacity ammunition feeding 
devices lawfully possessed on the date of enactment of the bill. 

 
OUTLAWING ASSAULT WEAPONS AND HIGH-CAPACITY MAGAZINES DOES NOT 
INFRINGE ON THE SECOND AMENDMENT 
 
The Assault Weapons Ban would affect only a particularly dangerous class of weapons, and law-abiding 
citizens will continue to be able to choose from and acquire the vast array of firearm models on the 
market.  In the 2008 case of District of Columbia v. Heller, the United States Supreme Court ruled that 
the Second Amendment protects an individual’s right to possess a firearm. The ruling, however, 
recognized that "like most rights, the right secured by the Second Amendment is not unlimited," and 
listed several categories of restrictions that are presumptively constitutional, such as: laws prohibiting 
convicted felons or the mentally ill from possessing firearms; laws prohibiting the carrying of firearms in 
government buildings or schools; laws prohibiting possession of “dangerous and unusual” weapons that 
are not “in common use at the time.”7 

 
EXAMPLES OF THE DEVASTATION CAUSED BY ASSAULT WEAPONS AND HIGH-
CAPACITY AMMUNITION MAGAZINES 
 

 In Newtown, CT, on December 14, 2012, Adam Lanza allegedly shot and killed 26 people, 
including 20 first-grade children, at Sandy Hook Elementary School with an assault weapon and 
multiple 30-round magazines. 

 

 On August 5, 2012, in Oak Creek, WI, Wade Michael Page killed six people and wounded three 
others at a Sikh temple with a semiautomatic handgun and three 19-round magazines. 

 

                                                        
7 District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 U.S. 570 (2008).  

Case 1:13-cv-02841-CCB   Document 44-3   Filed 02/14/14   Page 25 of 37



 4 

 In Aurora, CO, on July 20, 2012, James Holmes allegedly shot and killed 12 people and injured 
58 others at a movie theater. Holmes allegedly used two semiautomatic handguns, a shotgun and 
an assault weapon equipped with a 100-round drum magazine. 

 

 On January 8, 2011, Jared Loughner shot and killed six people and wounded 13 others in 
Tucson, AZ, including U.S. Representative Gabrielle Giffords. Loughner fired all 33 rounds from a 
semiautomatic handgun with a 33-round magazine before being tackled while trying to reload 
another magazine. 

 

 In Fort Hood, TX, on November 5, 2009, Major Nidal Hasan allegedly shot and killed 13 people 
and wounded 34 others during a rampage at the Fort Hood military installation. He allegedly used 
a semiautomatic handgun and 20- and 30-round magazines. 

 

 On April 3, 2009, Jiverly Wong shot and killed 13 people and injured four others at the American 
Civic Association in Binghamton, NY, firing 99 rounds from two semiautomatic handguns. A 30-
round capacity magazine was found at the scene. 

 

AMERICANS SUPPORT FOR A BAN ON ASSAULT WEAPONS AND HIGH-CAPACITY 
AMMUNITION MAGAZINES 
 

 In a December 2012 poll, 81 percent of registered voters – including 71 percent of gun owners – 
supported renewing the federal ban on assault weapons.8 

 

 In the same December 2012 poll, 72 percent of voters, including 59 percent of gun owners, 
supported a ban on the sale of high-capacity magazines.9 

 

 In a Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health survey, 69 percent of 
respondents supported a ban on the sale of military-style assault rifles. 10 

 
 In a January 2013 Washington Post-ABC poll, 58 percent of Americans said they supported a 

nationwide ban on the sale of assault weapons. 11 

 
 

                                                        
8 Douglas E. Schoen, “National Gun Survey,“ January 2013 
(http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/9/13/a/1088/schoen_summary_memo_-3.pdf). 
9 Douglas E. Schoen, “National Gun Survey,“ January 2013 
(http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/9/13/a/1088/schoen_summary_memo_-3.pdf). 
10 Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health Survey, “Majority of Americans Support Dozens of Policies to Strengthen U.S. 
Gun Laws,” Jan. 28, 2013 (http://www.jhsph.edu/news/news-releases/2013/Barry-Majority-of-Americans-Support-Policies-to-
Strengthen-Gun-Laws.html). 
11 ABC News/Washington Post Poll, “On Eve of Newtown Recommendations, Most Back New Gun Control Measures, Jan. 14, 2013 
(http://www.langerresearch.com/uploads/1146a1GunControl.pdf). 
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International	Association	of	Chiefs	of	Police	
Position	Paper	on	Firearm	Violence	

	
	
The	International	Association	of	Chiefs	of	Police	(IACP),	an	organization	of	law	enforcement	
executives	from	around	the	globe,	has	long	held	positions	intended	to	reduce	and	prevent	
firearms	violence.	As	police	chiefs,	it	is	our	duty	to	protect	and	serve	our	communities	and	
display	the	leadership	needed	to	ensure	public	safety.	
	
The	 persistent	 and	 pernicious	 problem	 of	 gun	 violence	 impacts	 communities	 across	 the	
United	States	on	a	daily	basis.	Ranging	from	random	shootings	and	suicides	to	retaliatory	
assaults	 and	 targeted	 mass	 killings,	 violence	 committed	 with	 firearms	 universally	
challenges	 law	 enforcement	 and	 taxes	 resources.	 This	 insidious	 problem	 requires	 law	
enforcement	to	lead	a	new,	coordinated,	and	dedicated	response	involving	citizens,	elected	
leaders,	lawmakers,	and	the	entire	criminal	justice	system	
	
In	the	years	since	the	terrorist	attacks	of	2001,	over	300,000	American	lives	have	been	lost	
to	gun	violence.				
	

We	are	clearly	facing	a	crisis.	
	
In	response,	 the	IACP	has	 long	advocated	for	the	adoption	of	common	sense	policies	 that	
will	assist	in	reducing	gun	violence.		These	proposals	are	drawn	from	the	policy	positions	
adopted	by	the	21,000	members	of	the	IACP	over	the	past	several	years.			
	
  
 

Armor	Piercing	Ammunition		
The	 IACP	 supports	 legislation	 and	 policies	 that	 will	 prohibit	 the	 sale	 or	
transfer	of	armor	piercing	ammunition.	 	 In	addition,	the	IACP	believes	that	
the	process	utilized	to	determine	whether	a	round	of	ammunition	is	armor	
piercing	should	include	performance	based	testing	conducted	by	the	Bureau	
of	Alcohol,	Tobacco	and	Firearms.	
	
Assault	Weapons	Ban	
First	 passed	 in	 1994,	 the	 assault	 weapons	 ban	 required	 domestic	 gun	
manufacturers	 to	 stop	 production	 of	 semiautomatic	 assault	 weapons	 and	
ammunition	magazines	holding	more	than	ten	rounds	except	for	military	or	
police	 use.	 	 While	 the	 ban	 was	 in	 place,	 it	 was	 remarkably	 effective	 in	
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reducing	the	number	of	crimes	 involving	assault	weapons.	 In	the	period	of	
the	 ban,	 (1994‐2004)	 the	 proportion	 of	 assault	weapons	 traced	 to	 crimes	
fell	by	a	dramatic	66	percent.		
	
Assault	weapons	are	routinely	the	weapons	of	choice	for	gang	members	and	
drug	dealers.	They	are	regularly	encountered	 in	drug	busts	and	are	all	 too	
often	used	against	police	officers..	
	
The	 IACP	 has	 been	 a	 strong	 supporter	 of	 the	 assault	 weapons	 ban	 since	
1992,	 and	 our	 membership	 has	 approved	 several	 reauthorizations	 of	
support	in	the	years	since.	The	membership	took	this	action	because	we,	as	
law	 enforcement	 executives,	 understand	 that	 semiautomatic	 assault	
weapons	 pose	 a	 grave	 risk	 to	 our	 officers	 and	 the	 communities	 they	 are	
sworn	to	protect.		
	
Body	Armor	
The	IACP	supports	legislation	to	prohibit	the	mail	order	sale	of	bulletproof	
vests	 and	 body	 armor	 to	 all	 individuals	 except	 sworn	 or	 certified	 law	
enforcement	officers.		In	recent	years,	the	safety	of	law	enforcement	officers	
has	 often	 been	 compromised	 due	 to	 the	 possession	 of	 body	 armor	 and	
bulletproof	vests	by	the	criminals	they	were	attempting	to	apprehend.	The	
IACP	believes	that	the	sale,	transfer,	or	acquisition	of	these	items	should	be	
conducted	 in	 person	 in	 order	 to	 make	 it	 more	 difficult	 for	 criminals	 to	
acquire	and	use	these	items	while	committing	crimes	of	violence.			
	
Concealed	Weapons	
The	 IACP	continues	 to	oppose	any	 federal	 legislative	proposals	 that	would	
either	pre‐empt	and/or	mandate	the	liberalization	of	individual	states’	CCW	
laws	 pertaining	 to	 the	 carrying	 of	 concealed	 weapons	 in	 other	 states	
without	meeting	that	state’s	requirements.	This	applies	to	private	citizens	as	
well	as	active,	former,	and/or	federal,	tribal,	state	and	local	law	enforcement	
personnel.		IACP	believes	it	is	essential	that	state	governments	maintain	the	
ability	 to	 legislate	 concealed	 carry	 laws	 that	 best	 fit	 the	 needs	 of	 their	
communities.			
	
Firearms	Enforcement	
The	 IACP	urges	Congress	 to	 increase	 resources	 to	 better	 allow	 state,	 local	
and	tribal	law	enforcement	agencies	and	the	Department	of	Justice	to	enable	
greater	prosecution	of	individuals	for	Brady	Act	violations.		In	addition,	the	
IACP	supports	firearms	enforcement	programs	that	involve	local,	state	and	
federal	 agencies,	 such	 as	 Project	 Safe	 Neighborhoods	 and	 Project	 Exile,	
which	have	shown	significant	reductions	in	firearms‐related	violent	crime.	
	
	
	
	

Case 1:13-cv-02841-CCB   Document 44-3   Filed 02/14/14   Page 29 of 37



 

3 | P a g e  
 

Firearms	Offender	Registry		
The	reduction	of	 firearms‐related	violent	 crime	has	been	and	continues	 to	
be	a	major	goal	of	 IACP.	Studies	have	shown	that	 firearm	offenders	have	a	
higher	 recidivist	 rate	 for	 committing	 other	 firearms‐related	 violent	 crime	
with	 firearms	 than	 the	 rate	 for	 sexual	 offenders.	 Therefore,	 the	 IACP	
supports	creating	a	federal	registry,	similar	to	the	sexual	offender	registry,	
for	 offenders	 who	 have	 been	 previously	 convicted	 of	 a	 felony	 firearm	
violation	 or	 a	misdemeanor	 that	 involved	 violent	 or	 threatening	 acts	with	
firearms.	 At	 little	 cost,	 this	 registry	 would	 have	 great	 benefit	 toward	
preventing	 and	 investigating	 a	 myriad	 of	 violent	 crimes,	 as	 well	 as	
establishing	 a	 computerized	 list	 of	 dangerous	 offenders	 that	 could	 be	
utilized	as	a	notification	system	to	alert	officers	of	potential	danger.		
	
Firearm	Purchase	Waiting	Period	
The	IACP	has	gone	on	record	supporting	a	waiting	period	for	the	purchase	
of	a	handgun.		In	the	past,	waiting	periods	have	not	only	served	as	time	for	a	
thorough	 background	 investigation,	 but	 also	 as	 an	 informal	 cooling	 off	
period	for	handgun	purchasers.		However,	the	time	needed	to	perform	most	
background	 checks	 has	 become	 obsolete	 due	 to	 transition	 to	 the	National	
Instant	Check	Background	System	(NICS).	 	Nevertheless,	 the	 IACP	believes	
there	 must	 still	 be	 a	 cooling	 off	 period	 in	 place	 before	 an	 individual	 can	
purchase	 a	 handgun.	 	 Therefore,	 the	 IACP	 supports	 legislation	 to	 create	 a	
mandatory	 five‐day	 waiting	 period	 prior	 to	 the	 completion	 of	 a	 handgun	
purchase.	
	
Gun	Show	Loophole	
The	federal	Gun	Control	Act	of	1968	stipulates	that	individuals	“engaged	in	
the	 business”	 of	 selling	 firearms	must	 possess	 a	 Federal	 Firearms	 License	
(FFL).	 Holders	 of	 FFLs	 are	 required	 to	 conduct	 background	 checks	 and	
maintain	a	record	of	all	their	firearm	sales.	Certain	gun	sales	and	transfers	
between	private	individuals,	however,	are	exempt	from	this	requirement.		
	
Those	who	would	fail	a	background	check	can	access	firearms	through	these	
sources.	Unlike	an	FFL,	 the	seller	 is	not	 required	 to	conduct	a	background	
check	 to	 determine	whether	 the	 purchaser	 is	 prohibited	 from	 purchasing	
and	possessing	a	gun.	Federal,	state,	local	and	tribal	laws	should	be	enacted	
to	 close	 these	 loopholes.	 If	 all	 gun	 sales	 proceed	 through	 an	 FFL,	 a	 single,	
consistent	 system	 for	 conducting	 gun	 sales,	 including	 background	 checks,	
will	be	established.	
	
The	 laws	we	have	 in	 place	 to	 ensure	 gun	purchasers	 go	 through	FFLs	 are	
undermined	by	oversights	in	the	law	that	allow	individuals	prohibited	from	
owning	 firearms	 to	 obtain	weapons	 at	 events	 such	 as	 gun	 shows	without	
undergoing	a	background	check.	The	IACP	calls	on	Congress	to	act	swiftly	to	
close	these	loopholes	and	preserve	the	effectiveness	of	the	laws	in	place.	
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Illegal	Firearms	Trafficking/Firearms	Tracing	
The	 IACP	opposes	 any	 legislation	 that	would	 limit	 or	 reduce	 the	 ability	 of	
our	 nation’s	 law	 enforcement	 agencies	 to	 combat	 the	 sale	 of	 illegal	 guns.		
The	IACP	believes	that	the	ability	to	trace	illegal	firearms	effectively	plays	a	
critical	 role	 in	 law	 enforcement’s	 ability	 to	 protect	 communities	 from	 the	
scourge	of	firearms	violence.	
	
The	IACP	is	opposed	to	the	“Tiahrt	Amendment”	restricts	the	ATF’s	ability	to	
share	vital	gun	trace	information	with	its	state	and	local	counterparts,	which	
severely	limits	the	ability	of	those	agencies	to	conduct	critical	investigations	
designed	 to	 identify	 and	 apprehend	 corrupt	 firearms	 dealers	 and	 the	
traffickers	they	supply.		
	
The	IACP	strongly	believes	that	these	provisions,	and	others	like	them,	put	
our	citizens	and	our	officers	at	risk.	 	Therefore,	the	IACP	strongly	supports	
efforts	 to	 repeal	 the	 Tiahrt	 amendment	 and	 any	 piece	 of	 legislation	
containing	provisions	that	would	weaken	law	enforcement’s	ability	to	trace	
illegal	firearms.				
	
Juvenile	Crime	Firearms	Disability	
The	IACP	believes	that	 juveniles	must	be	held	accountable	 for	 their	acts	of	
violence.	Therefore,	the	IACP	supports	the	passage	of	legislation,	sometimes	
referred	 to	 as	 Juvenile	 Brady,	 which	 would	 permanently	 prohibit	 gun	
ownership	 by	 an	 individual,	 if	 that	 individual,	while	 a	 juvenile,	 commits	 a	
crime	 that	 would	 have	 triggered	 a	 gun	 disability	 if	 their	 crime	 had	 been	
committed	as	an	adult.		
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December 28, 2012 
 
The	  Vice	  President	  
	  The	  White	  House	  	  
1600	  Pennsylvania	  Avenue,	  N.W.	  
Washington,	  D.C.	  20500	  
	  
Dear	  Mr.	  Vice	  President:	  
	  
We	  are	  grateful	  for	  this	  opportunity	  to	  join	  in	  a	  vital	  national	  discussion	  
to	  reform	  firearms	  policy.	  In	  response	  to	  your	  request,	  we	  are	  sending	  
two	  documents	  to	  support	  your	  efforts.	  
	  
First	  is	  a	  comprehensive	  discussion	  paper	  entitled,	  “Firearms	  Violence	  –	  
Issues	  for	  Consideration.”	  	  In	  our	  view,	  the	  policy	  issues	  described	  in	  this	  
document	  should	  be	  considered	  as	  needed	  steps	  toward	  reform	  of	  our	  
Nation’s	  gun	  laws	  and	  policies.	  	  
	  
Second	  is	  the	  current	  adopted	  policy	  statement	  of	  Major	  Cities	  Chiefs	  
entitled,	  “Firearms	  Violence	  Policy”	  approved	  by	  a	  vote	  of	  our	  
membership,	  the	  largest	  cities	  in	  the	  Nation.	  
	  
We	  are	  committed	  to	  reform	  that	  will	  reduce	  the	  threat	  of	  gun	  violence	  
in	  America	  and	  we	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  the	  White	  House	  on	  a	  
comprehensive	  national	  strategy.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  

	  
Commissioner	  Charles	  H.	  Ramsey	  	  
Philadelphia	  Police	  Department	  
President	  	  
Major	  Cities	  Chiefs	  Association	  
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Firearms	  Violence	  Policy	  
Adopted	  by	  Membership	  Vote	  

	  
The	  Major	  Cities	  Chiefs	  Association	  has	  been	  a	  strong	  advocate	  for	  
sensible	  gun	  policy	  for	  many	  years	  and	  has	  taken	  positions	  on	  a	  wide	  
range	  of	  issues.	  

	  
Legislative	  Positions	  

• Reinstate	  the	  assault	  weapons	  ban	  and	  encourage	  stiffer	  penalties	  for	  illegal	  
guns	  	  

• Ban	  high	  capacity	  magazines	  (10+	  rounds)	  	  
• Ban	  internet	  ammo	  sales,	  require	  in-‐person	  transactions,	  records	  of	  sales	  and	  

licensing	  of	  	  ammo	  vendors	  	  
• Oppose	  legislation	  that	  would	  require	  states	  to	  recognize	  any	  and	  all	  

concealed	  carry	  permits	  	  
• Oppose	  legislation	  that	  further	  erodes	  ATF	  authority	  	  
• Prevent	  known	  terrorists	  from	  purchasing	  firearms	  	  
• Require	  unlicensed	  private	  dealers	  to	  do	  background	  checks	  at	  gun	  shows	  	  	  

	  
Policy	  Statements	  

• Encourage	  aggressive	  federal	  prosecution	  of	  violent	  offenders	  using	  guns.	  
Conviction	  in	  Federal	  Court	  generally	  results	  in	  stronger	  sanctions,	  removes	  
the	  offenders	  from	  the	  streets	  and	  serves	  as	  a	  deterrent.	  	  

• Encourage	  mandatory	  reporting	  of	  all	  purchases,	  transfers	  and	  stolen	  
firearms.	  This	  measure	  would	  assist	  law	  enforcement	  agencies	  with	  
identification,	  criminal	  investigations	  and	  recovery	  of	  stolen	  firearms.	  	  

• Establish	  harsher	  penalties	  and	  aggressively	  prosecute	  straw	  purchasers,	  who	  
are	  responsible	  for	  putting	  a	  substantial	  number	  of	  guns	  used	  in	  criminal	  
acts.	  More	  aggressive	  prosecution	  with	  strong	  penalties	  would	  hold	  them	  
accountable	  and	  act	  as	  a	  deterrent.	  	  

• Strengthen	  the	  national	  criminal	  instant	  background	  check	  system.	  The	  
background	  check	  system	  does	  not	  have	  complete	  data	  at	  the	  current	  time.	  
Mental	  health	  information,	  for	  example,	  is	  incomplete.	  The	  system	  needs	  to	  
be	  improved.	  	  
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Firearms	  Violence	  
	  Issues	  for	  Consideration	  

	  
The	  Major	  Cities	  Chiefs	  Association	  has	  been	  a	  strong	  advocate	  for	  
sensible	  gun	  policy	  for	  many	  years	  and	  has	  taken	  positions	  on	  a	  wide	  
range	  of	  issues.	  

The	  White	  House	  and	  Congress	  should	  consider	  these	  measures	  as	  
elements	  in	  a	  comprehensive	  plan	  for	  reform	  of	  public	  policy	  on	  
firearms	  and	  to	  prevent	  further	  gun	  violence	  in	  America.	  Long	  overdue,	  
a	  National	  Crime	  Commission	  should	  be	  established	  with	  firearms	  policy	  
as	  its	  top	  priority.	  

• Assault	  Weapons	  and	  High	  Capacity	  Magazines	  
Congress	  should	  reinstate	  the	  assault	  weapons	  ban	  and	  prohibit	  high	  
capacity	  magazines	  (10+	  rounds).	  Assault-‐type	  weapons	  have	  no	  sporting,	  
recreation,	  or	  hunting	  purpose.   

 
The	  legislation	  should:  

a)	  	  Ban	  the	  possession,	  sale,	  manufacture	  and	  importation	  of	  high	  
capacity	  magazines;	  	  
b)	  	  Ban	  both	  dealer	  and	  private	  sale,	  transfer,	  manufacture	  and	  
importation	  of	  assault	  	  weapons;	  and	  	  
c)	  	  Require	  owner	  background	  checks	  and	  registration	  for	  assault	  
weapons	  acquired	  prior	  	  to	  the	  date	  of	  enactment.	  	  
	  

• Sale	  of	  Firearms	  and	  Ammunition	  
Major	  Cities	  Chiefs	  call	  upon	  Federal,	  State	  and	  local	  officials	  to	  consider	  
these	  reforms:  

a)	  	  Require	  registration	  of	  all	  firearms,	  and	  reporting	  of	  all	  
transfers	  and	  lost	  or	  stolen	  firearms;	  	  
b)	  	  Commence	  registration	  of	  all	  FFL	  and	  private	  firearms	  
purchases	  and	  transfers;	  	  
c)	  	  Strengthen	  the	  National	  Instant	  Background	  Check	  System	  
(NICS)	  to	  require	  100%	  	  background	  clearance:	  	  
ü Permit	  sales	  only	  when	  clearance	  is	  received	  by	  FFL	  	  
ü Require	  current	  and	  complete	  mental	  health	  information	  	  
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ü Prevent	  known	  terrorists	  from	  purchasing	  firearms	   
ü Require	  unlicensed	  private	  persons	  and	  dealers	  to	  do	  

background	  checks	  through	  an	  FFL	  	  for	  gun	  shows	  and	  
individual	  sales	  or	  transfers	   

d)	  	  Ban	  internet	  sales	  of	  ammunition,	  require	  in-‐person	  
transactions,	  records	  of	  ammunition	   ���sales	  and	  licensing	  of	  
ammunition	  dealers;	   
e)	  	  New	  and	  imported	  firearms	  should	  bear	  micro	  stamp	  
identification	  as	  well	  as	  a	  visible	  serial	   ���number;	   
f)	  	  Specialized	  ammunition	  not	  intended	  for	  target	  shooting	  or	  
hunting,	  (such	  as	  armor	  piercing	  ���and	  coated	  rounds),	  should	  be	  
available	  only	  to	  military	  and	  law	  enforcement,	  not	  to	  the	  ���public;	  
and	   
g)	  	  Straw	  purchasers	  should	  be	  aggressively	  prosecuted	  and	  
harsher	  penalties	  should	  be	  ���imposed.	   

 
• Firearms	  Safety	  	  

Major	  Cities	  Chiefs	  propose	  that	  the	  White	  House	  bring	  together	  a	  
coalition	  of	  public	  and	  private	  agencies	  to	  form	  a	  national	  gun	  safety	  and	  
public	  awareness	  initiative.	  Firearms	  safety	  and	  training	  must	  become	  a	  
nation-‐wide	  goal	  that	  includes	  more	  widespread	  safety	  instruction,	  
mandatory	  secure	  storage	  of	  weapons	  and	  mandatory	  trigger	  locks.	  This	  
national	  gun	  safety	  strategy	  should	  also	  call	  for:	  	  
	  

a)	  	  Proof	  of	  a	  safety	  course	  certification	  for	  all	  firearms	  purchases;	  
and	  	  
b)	  	  Measures	  to	  prevent	  access	  to	  firearms	  by	  persons	  who	  are	  
mentally	  disturbed	  or	  pose	  a	  	  threat	  to	  public	  safety.	  	  
 

• School	  Safety	  and	  Prevention	  of	  Violence	  	  
The	  White	  House	  and	  Congress	  should	  work	  together	  to	  restore	  funding	  
for	  school	  security	  and	  violence	  prevention	  programs	  at	  the	  U.S.	  
Departments	  of	  Justice	  and	  Education	  to	  include	  the	  COPS	  Office	  School	  
Resource	  Officer	  Program	  and	  the	  Safe	  and	  Drug	  Free	  Schools	  Program.	  	  
	  

• ATF	  Authority	  
Major	  Cities	  Chiefs	  ask	  Congress	  to	  take	  these	  necessary	  remedial	  
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actions:	  	  
a)	  	  Reject	  any	  proposed	  legislation	  to	  further	  erode	  ATF	  authority;	  	  
b)	  	  Require	  reports	  on	  large	  quantity	  sales	  of	  semi-‐automatic	  rifles	  
and	  ammunition;	  	  
c)	  	  Allow	  ATF	  to	  inspect	  sales	  records	  and	  permit	  more	  than	  one	  
FFL	  inspection	  per	  year;	  	  
d)	  	  Require	  annual	  inventories	  and	  security	  features	  at	  FFL	  points	  
of	  sale;	  and	  	  
e)	  	  Confirm	  an	  ATF	  Director	  to	  ensure	  clear	  policy	  and	  consistent	  
enforcement	  of	  Federal	  	  firearms	  laws.	  	  
	  

• Concealed	  Weapons	  	  
Major	  Cities	  Chiefs	  oppose	  Federal	  legislation	  that	  would	  require	  States	  
to	  recognize	  any	  and	  all	  concealed	  carry	  permits.	  These	  permits	  should	  
be	  subject	  to	  State	  law	  and	  local	  control.	  Moreover,	  a	  national	  database	  
should	  be	  established	  for	  storage	  and	  sharing	  of	  permit	  information	  by	  
law	  enforcement.	  	  
	  

• Gun	  Trafficking	  
Congress	  should	  enact	  legislation	  to	  halt	  domestic	  and	  international	  gun	  
trafficking	  and	  impose	  stiffer	  penalties	  for	  illegal	  guns.	  Congress	  must	  
adopt	  a	  Federal	  Firearms	  Trafficking	  Statute	  to	  strengthen	  law	  
enforcement	  efforts	  and	  curb	  trafficking	  of	  illegal	  guns.	  	  	  	  
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