
November 22, 1976 

REPORT TO THE CONVENTION 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON PERSONAL RIGHTS 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Subject: Amendment of A r t i c l e  I on Personal  Rights 

The Committee on Personal  Rights and Natural Resources has 

met and del ibera ted on all  of t he  proposed amendments t o  a r t i c l e  I of t he  

draft Const i tu t ion t h a t  e s t ab l i she s  c e r t a i n  personal  r i g h t s .  During 

i t s  de l i be r a t i ons  t he  Committee a l s o  reviewed a l l  of t he  suggestions 

made by government o f f i c i a l s  and o ther  persons who a r e  not  delegates  t o  

this  Convention. 

The Committee recommends t h a t  t h e  amended a r t i c l e  I on 

Personal Rights presented by t h i s  Committee be accepted and approved 

by the  Convention on second and f i n a l  reading. 

The amended a r t i c l e  includes  severa l  changes from t h e  

previous d r a f t .  

Section 1. A c lause  has been added t o  t h i s  s ec t i on  t o  

prohibit any laws p roh ib i t ing  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r t  of healing.  The 

Committee bel ieves  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  medicine is an important p a r t  of 

the Northern Marianas cu l t u r e .  S c i e n t i s t s  have shown t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  

medicines have a c t u a l  cu r a t i ve  value. Therefore, t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r t  

of heal ing deserves cons t i t u t i ona l  protect ion.  

Section 3. The minor changes i n  t h i s  sec t ion  a r e  s t y l e  

changes recommended by the  l e g a l  consul tants  t h a t  do not  change t h e  

meaning of t he  provision. I n  subsection (b),  t he  words "e lect ronic  

eavesdropping" have been added t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  subsection.  
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Sect ion 4. The changes i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  s t y l e  changes 

only t h a t  do no t  change t h e  meaning of t h e  provision.  

Section 7: The Conmittee recommends t h i s  sec t ion  be 

deleted and replaced by adding t h e  fol lowing words t o  t h e  end of a r t i c l e  

111, s e c t i o n  10: "including a militia." The Committee has submitted a 

proposed amendment t o  t h a t  article t h a t  does t h i s .  The Committee 

recommends t h i s  because t h e  de le ted  s e c t i o n  7 guaranteed t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

of a m i l i t i a  i n  case  of emergencies l i k e  a typhoon o r  an i n t e r n a l  

disorder. The Committee be l i eves  a l l  provisions dea l ing  with emergencies 

should be c o l l e c t e d  i n  one place ,  and t h a t  p lace  is  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  10. 

New Sections 7, 8 and 9. The changes i n  these  s e c t i o n s  

are s t y l e  changes recommended by t h e  l e g a l  consu l t an t s  t h a t  do n o t  

change t h e  meaning of t h e  provision.  

New Sect ion 10. The changes i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  are s t y l e  changes 

only. The word "public" i s  added t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  

n o t  t o  apply t o  people in t h e i r  own homes. 

The Committee makes t h e  fol lowing s p e c i f i c  reconmendations wi th  

respect t o  proposed amendments assigned t o  it. 

Proposed amendment number 2 ,  o f fe red  by Delegate Palac ios ,  suggests  

only a s t y l e  change and is withdrawn. 

Proposed amendment number 3, offered by Delegate Palac ios ,  is  

included in t h e  revised s e c t i o n  1. 

Proposed amendment number 4, offered by Delegate Palac ios ,  is 

accommodated by s e c t i o n  6 of t h e  d r a f t  Schedule. Delegate Palac ios  withdraws 

this amendment. 

Proposed amendment number 5, of fered by Delegate Torres,  has been 
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debated s e v e r a l  t i m e s  by t h i s  Committee and t h e  Committee of t h e  Whole. The 

Committee a f f i rms  i t s  previous decis ion t h a t  t h i s  i s  a l e g i s l a t i v e  matter 

that has a l ready been suggested f o r  inc lus ion  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  

program t o  be d ra f t ed  by D r .  Mantel. The Committee the re fo re  recommends 

that Delegate Torres withdraw h i s  proposed amendment. 

Proposed amendment number 37, o f fe red  by Delegate Torres ,  is  a 

l e g i s l a t i v e  matter. The Committee el iminated t h e  confusion of a r t i c l e  I, 

section 7 by d e l e t i n g  t h a t  s e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  reasons s t a t e d  above. The 

Committee t h e r e f o r e  recommends t h a t  Delegate Torres withdraw h i s  proposed 

amendment. 

Proposed amendment number 45, o f fe red  by Pres ident  Guerrero, 

proposes t h e  p ro tec t ion  of f i v e  c l a s s e s  of persons i n  cr iminal  proceedings. 

Three of these  c l a s s e s  of persons - imbeciles,  insane people and mentally 

handicapped people - cannot be t r i e d  f o r  crimes they commit. They a r e  s e n t  

to mental i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Deaf mutes and physica l ly  handicapped people a r e  

already protec ted  by the  due process clause.  They cannot be t r i e d  without an 

in te rp re te r  t e l l i n g  them what i s  happening i f  they a r e '  deaf mutes o r  without 

help in  going t o  and from the-courtroom i f  they i re  physica l ly  handicapped. 

The Committee the re fo re  recommends t h a t  P res iden t  Guerrero withdraw h i s  

proposed amendment. 

The Committee a l s o  c a r e f u l l y  considered a l l  of t h e  comments 

submitted t o  t h e  Convention by non-delegates i n  making i ts  decisions.  These 

included comments by t h e  Saipan Chamber of Commerce, Jack Layne, t h e  a c t i n g  

Attorney General of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands ,  and by Juan Sablan, t h e  

acting Deputy High Commissioner. The Committee thanks these  people f o r  t h e i r  

thoughtful suggestions. 
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Therefore, I now request that the Convention refer the 

amended a r t i c l e  I on Personal Rights to  the Committee of the Whole. 

Thank you. 
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