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20th Century Danny Boy

Controversial! Fun And Also Games! First Comic Book related blog to be featured in the National
Library's 'Pandora’ archive. Even 'A Current Affair' Got In On The Act. Home Of The Books ‘Andru &
Esposito: Partners For Life' and ‘Gentleman Jim Mooney".

. MONDAY, AUGUST 06, 2007
Gentleman Jim

Mooney: Buy It

Here Now LARRY LIEBER is one of

the more overlooked,
underrated and as such
forgotten men from the
Silver Age of Marvel
comics. For a while there it
appeared that there was
nothing that Larry couldn't
do - he wrote and he drew,
and he did them both
solidly and more than
competently and remained
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at Marvel for many years.

It can be argued that Larry
. . Lieber wrote more stories

&:;‘;E:‘"Sﬁﬁsoﬁiog for legendary artist Jack
Appreciation! Feel Free Kirby other than Stan Lee
To Donate Ard Support and Joe Simon. As a writer
This Site! Larry scripted the first

appearances of both Iron

Man (working with Don

Heck) and Thor (with Kirby). As an artist he enjoyed a memorable run
on Marvel's western title Rawhide Kid, where he provided both stories
and art.

20th Century Danny Boy @

The National Lib ; Often working in the shadow of his more famous older brother, Stan Lee
Aufs:traiiaon prary o (born Stanley Lieber), Larry was often the subject of many (unfair)

nepotism charges, even after Lee had left the company. Larry landed at
Marvel in the late 1950s and remained until 1974, when he was head-

i hunted by his uncle, the infamous Martin Goodman, to become a

Visit Our Store & Buy ABook  writer/artist/editor at the short lived company Atlas (Seaboard). After
§ OrTwo that venture failed Larry returned to Marvel where he saw out the
remainder of his career. A victim of a Jim Shooter purge, Larry has been
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drawing the Spider-Man daily newspaper strip since the late 1980s, and,
health permitting, he'll be drawing that until he finally puts down the
pen and retires.
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Facebook! Visit Us And Join!

O _SHRRE o 481

DANIEL BEST:
Dec-10-2010 =i 3.tz  Where were you born

(OGO DN, MASTER 0F MENALE!

and where did you grow
Links Of Interest: ap?
Sites We Run, Own  LARRY LIEBER:
Or Maintain New York City. Born in
Adelaide Comi d New York and grew up
in Manhattan but my
first years were in the
Bronx. Do you know
New York at all? I guess
not if you're in
Australia.

DB: Only from what
I've seen.

LL: Well there are
boroughs in the City.
New York is made up of
Manhattan, The Bronx, d pr—
Brooklyn, Queens and o
Staten Island. Those are five boroughs and the main one is Manhattan,

Andru And Esposito

Farters For Life. which I'm sure you know from the movies. But the Bronx is, I don’t know
Mike Esposito, Dan... how to describe it, it was a quiet or a little, almost suburban in a way.
Da*r"'s'-—‘g—w poon ;26?99 That's where I grew up. Actually I was only there until I was about ten
(BUY serea and a half and then we moved to Manhattan. Then I grew up in

Manbhattan in a place called Washington Heights.

Privacy infarmation

Blogs I Read (and
that's saying
something)

" My brother, of course you know about my brother right?

DB: Yes.
LL: He’s nine years older than me. So when I was born he was nine years
Big Glee! The Albert old and we hardly had anything to do with each other. By the time I was

Bryan Bigley nine he was 18 and he went into the Service, it was World War I1. He was

*?uqum ) in the Service for a while, until the end of the War I guess; and as [ said, I

1978 INCREDIBLE HULK

Ads From TV.GUIDE! was in Manhattan for a few years, in my teen years,

Lynda Carter! Marvel

Comi

22‘:;." L:!‘es ago DB: What kind of art schooling did you have?

A D " LL: Well it was just public schools there, where everybody went. It was

Colleen Doran nothing special. As a kid you start about five years old, I did that in the
http://ohdannyboy.blogspot.com/2007/08/looking-back-with-larry-lieber html 12/9/2010
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Bronx and then in Manhattan I did the same, I went to Junior High
School and then High School. I went to a place called George
Washington High School, up in Washington Heights and my brother had
gone to De Witt Clinton High School in the Bronx. I would have liked to
have gone there but you had to live there to go, so T wasn't eligible.

When it was time for High School, I tried to get into a High School that
specialised in music and art and that’s what it was called, High School of
Music and Art, but I didn’t make it. I asked why I didn’t make it and they
said, “One of your teachers said you had a poor attendance record,”
which was untrue. The one thing T know is I came to school, maybe I
wasn't a good student or something, but I was there. At any rate, I never
got into Music & Art and I always regretted it.

DB: And how did you
break into the comic
book industry?

LL: It was in my family
really. My brother was in
it and he started when he
was about 17 or 18 or

" GARKERS
B00Y SHOP.

whatever. Also my uncle
was in it and a cousin of
ours owned the

" company. At that time it
was called Timely
Comics and he owned it,
Martin Goodman. I was
just a kid and kids liked
" comics at that ime. We
didn’t have television
then and so there were
newspaper comics and
the comic books. I used

to like to draw and copy
them and so on. I remember once, and I don't know when it was, but my
uncle, Rob Solomon, took me down to Timely Comics. They were in a
building called the McGraw Hill Building, later on in the Empire State
Building. I actually worked there when I was about 17, but not in the
comies; and he took me down there. While I was there I remember
meeting Jack Kirby. I was a kid and Jack Kirby drew a picture for me,
you know, because it’s a little picture of Captain America and Rucky and
it's signed, “Hi Larry, your pal Captain America and Bucky!” It was
signed Jack Kirby and then Joe Simon signed it also. I still have the
original drawing here hanging in a frame.
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DB: Oh beautiful.
LL: [ don’t know how young you are, may I ask?

P SR R

NS GO

DB: I'm 38.

LL: Okay, well that’s
young from where I sit.
I'm 74.

My mother died when [
was 16. My brother was
back from the Service, he-
was just married and he

=

moved out outside of
New York to Long Island.
I lived with him for a
while and it didn’t work
out so well. I wanted to
leave, so L left. I was very -
young and I had a couple:
of jobs, '

I worked for the New
York Times as a

messenger when I was 17 w
and I also worked in a lettering studio in Times Square. [ worked for an
excellent letterer who did lettering with a brush. His name was Sam
Furber and he had done lettering on movies, when you see movies in
those days you’d see a title like ‘Beau Geste’ and it was lettered by hand. I
don’t know what they called it, show card, whatever the heck it was, but
you had to be a very good letterer to do it with a brush. I was in his
lettering studio and he wanted to teach me to letter, but I draw with my
left hand, even though I do everything else with my right hand and he
said you can't be a left handed letterer, you've got to work with your right
hand.

I tried and I couldn’t of course, it was very difficult, so [ didn’t really
letter. I then worked for a company called Magazine Management, which
was also owned by Goodman and they put out other books, not comics.
They put out movie magazines, what they called men’s magazines like
Male Stag and things like that and they put out some pocket books,

Any rate I worked there but I had no skills at all. All I did was paste up. I
did so much paste up with rubber cement and I was using the thinners
that after a while I found out I had no fingerprints. Along came the
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Korean War and I joined up. When you join the Service the first thing
they want to do is take your fingerprints so they can keep track of you
and I had to come back two or three times to the fingerprints, the
developer said, “We're not getting anything”. '

So that was my thing there and at the time I was living in Manhattan. I
lived in a hotel for about a year and a half that no longer exists. The
Hotel Manhattan Towers, it was on Broadway and 76th Street; and then
I went into the Service for four years and the first year when I got out of
basic. The basic training was at a place that also no longer exists
anymore, It was a place called Sampson Air Force Base, up near the
Finger Lake area of New York State, Lake Geneva I think it was; and I
was there for a year and a half.

When you first come
out of basic training
they have to give you
a job of some sort
right? You can’t do
basic forever so they

ask you what you'd
like to do, what you're
suited for and I said,
“I don't know,” and as
it turned out I wasn’t
suited for anything, I
didn’t know enough
mathematies to be a
technician and I
hadn’t gone to college
where I could I think
be a pilot, you had to
have more education
and more this. So I
said, “Well 1 know
how to draw,” and the guy said, “You can draw?” I said, “Yeah”. So he
gives me a piece of pencil and a paper and he says, “Draw me.” So I
sketched the man and it must have been good enough. He says, “Alright,
you can draw, you're an artist”.

Unfortunately there was no classification for an artist when you get out
of basic. When I got out of basic training I had one stripe on me. In the
Army that would have been called a Private First Class, in the Air Force it
was an Airman Third Class. So there was no classification for an artist.
So the nearest classification they had was a draftsman. So they classified
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me as a draftsman, which I’m not. A draftsman knows how to make
plans for bridges, buildings and things and I don't know the first thing
about it. So I'm classified as a draftsman and they put me in the training
aides where they were making up different things, While I was there I
made up a little cartoon character. I wasn't really a cartoonist; { wanted
to be a comic artist, like Jack Kirby, doing heroes or something or other,
more realistic, not humorous cartoons.

But I happen to make up this little thing, I think it was called Itch and
Scratch and it appeared in the Base Newspaper. After it appeared in the
Base Newspaper I received a letter or something from a Sergeant in
Wright Patterson Air Force Base which is a very big Air Base in Dayton,
Ohio. He wrote to me and said, “I've seen your work and we're starting a
command wide magazine and we'd like to have you work on it, we think
you're good™. So I was delighted, I thought, “Oh boy that'll be great”. But
it took a little while for him to process the papers to go through and to
get me there and in the meantime at Sampson, they got a call from the
Far East that they needed a draftsman.

Now the place where I was working in was the training aides. It
reminded me of a prirson movie a little bit, in that there was a guy in
charge, a Sergeant in Charge and the Sergeant had his friends, people he
liked and they flattered him a lot. They called him by his initials, and
whenever a call came through it was up to the Sergeant to select
somebody to go overseas. Well he never selected his friends, he selected
the people who were sort of the outsiders and [ was one of the outsiders.
There was a guy from West Virginia who was an outsider, somebody else
who was a tough guy from Brooklyn and a few others and me.

So he picked me and when he told you this, it was so funny, the reason I
say it’s like a prison, he had a room where all his friends would sit in the
room and he would face them like a school teacher facing a classroom
and the people who weren't his friends were outside the room.

1 was called into the room and he told me you have to go and so on and
that he picked me. Okay. Well I thought I’m going to go over there, they
think I'm a draftsman, I'm not, they're not going to be happy with that
but somebody in Wright Patterson Base knows what I am and wants me,
it would be a lot better to go where I can be appropriate, where I could
do the work. But I didn’t know what to do. So { went to a place on the
base called the Air and Spec you can go there with grievances and
problems and so on. So I went there.

Unfortunately the Air Inspector, some Sergeant, I don’t know, he’d been
in a long time, had I guess the military type of reasoning. I told him the

MARVELOC17338
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Sergeant wanted me and the first thing he said was, “Look, I am not
interested in any deals entered into between you and a Sergeant out of
base”. He said, “You're classified, you're going”. I said, “But I'm not a
draftsman”. He said, “You're classified as a draftsman, you're supposed
to be a draftsman”. There was no reasoning with him. I'm supposed to be
a draftsman. If I explained why they gave me that, he didn't want to
know that. It was a real military thing. If you're classified, you're
supposed to learn it quick.

So it was hopeless. So they sent me overseas. I just remember being on a
big ship and they sent me to Okinawa. It took about 12 days to get there.
The first day I was sea sick, second day sea sick and as soon as I stopped
throwing up, they put me on duty for the trip doing KP in the kitchen. So
for 12 days I was washing dishes and doing this and doing that. The last
day I cut my finger and whoever was in charge took pity on me and said,
“Alright, you can take off today”. That was the last day. So that was my
lovely trip abroad.

When I got there I had to report in. I reported and I just remember there
was one point where I entered a room and somebody “Ah at last, a
draftsman is here.” This was when I felt I was in a prison movie like the
new guy and I had to tell them, “I'm not a draftsman fella's, I don’t...”
and they looked at me. Well they realised it’s not my fault, so they
weren’t going to throw me into the sea. “Oh shit we didn’t get...” I don’t
know anything about drafting. So they said just kept out of their way.

There was a recreation room and I learned to play a little bit of pool but I
had to do something so finally they put me in training aides there too. It
gets even better. On the base, or in the Air Force, there are two kinds of
officers or there were then. There are officers who fly planes and there
are offices that don't fly planes. Now the officers who fly planes are
generally nice guys. They have their airplanes, they fly, they're proud and
all that. The ones who don’t fly planes aven’t always nice because 1 guess
they must feel a little inferior, you know. You're in the Air Force and you
don’t ly, what are you doing? Yeah, compared to the pilots.

So they're usually the people who want discipline and other things that
compensate them. Although I don’t know that many of them. But on our
base we had a guy who was a handsome man and a pilot and he had the
name to go with it too, Colonel Kincaid; and he was a wonderful guy.

But he had an assistant under him and his name was Colonel Twitty.

Colonel Twitty was not a pilot and he believed in military discipline and
the morale on Okinawa was very low. At the time it had, I believe, the

12/9/2010

MARVELOO17339




CONFIDENTIAL

Links Of Interest:
Artists Writers And
More

Alan Weiss: If he was any
better he'd be illegal
Boh Almond: Brilliant inker

and general all round good
Boh Hall; What do comic

bo Shakespeare hav

Finest

The Adventures Of Michae]

Netzer: It's g Netzer world,

we jugt live in it

Tt lian C. -
.

Tony's Tips! Tory Isabella,

one of the finest people [

know

Links Of Interest:
Publishers And
More

The Comic Cartoonist’
Workhook

Banana Tail! Mark
McKenna’s Book For
Children

Larry Shell; Just A Damned
Good Guy

the good thing on a daily
basig

Bill Schelly: author, arfist,

comic fandom histor

adamp good guy

http://ohdannyboy.blogspot.com/2007/08/looking-back-with-larry-lieber. html

Case 1:10-cv-00141-CM-KNF Document 65-29 Filed 02/25/11 Page 9 of 31
20th Century Danny Boy: Looking Back With Larry Lieber

Page 8 0f 30

second highest
venereal disease rate
in the Air Force or
something. In those
days it wasn't so
serious because they
didn’t have AIDS or
anything that they
couldn’t cure.

Whatever the guys got
they gave them
penicillin and they got
cured. It also had
about the lowest

reenlistment rate in
the Air Force which
you can usually tell i
about the military. You m

know if people reenlist
it’s not bad. So it

wasn't a very great

place; and because of that Colonel Twitty decided that we need to bolster
the morale. He came up with the idea that everybody should go through
basic training again. Now most of these people had been in the Service
for a while. It was my second year or third year. See this will give you
morale. That’s what we need.

So they had to make up plans for this and all that and I'm still not a
draftsman but I made up some signs. I had to work on it, I don’t
remember how and they made a training centre and as luck would have
it, or irony or poetic justice or whatever, I was one of those working on it
and they sent me through, one of the first. So I had to go back into basic
training again on this hot and miserable island of Okinawa; and we had
two leper colonies off the island there. We had snakes there, poisonous
snakes. We slept under mosquito nets for two years because they were
afraid of encephalitis.

So it wasn’t a delight. Somebody described it once. They said, “It’s the
only place where you can stand with mud up to your knees and have dust
blow in your face at the same time.” It never got too cold or tao hot but
because of the humidity you felt it very much when the weather was
kind. But I went through it and then, and this was my triumph in the Air
Force, Cclonel Twitty decided he wanted an emblem on the base, a new
emblem or something and the case headquarters and he wanted an eagle
painted, So they come to me and they say “Lieber you've got to paint an

12/9/2010 i
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eagle”,

Now Lieber had been to art school, Pratt Artist Institute, while I was
doing my paste ups for Magazine Management, a couple of years, a few
years previously. But I never finished my illustration and I never really
painted a picture, [ never got to it. So Lieber did not know how to paint,
and here I was given the assignment, I can't tell on my cans of paint, I'm
not a draftsman but now I'm not an artist.

So I don't know how the hell I did it, I really don’t. But I must have
gotten photographs from Life Magazine of an eagle and he wanted a
fierce eagle no less. So I did it very slowly because I didn’t know what I
was doing. I don’t remember where I got the paints, some cans of paint
or why I stood on the ladder like Michelangelo because there was a big
emblem. In the headquarters, I think it was a big shield and it had the
number of the squadron, you krow, above the shield and this was an
eagle above that looking fierce and I must have been on that thing for
weeks or months,

Now between me and Colonel Twitty there were some other officers. My
immediate officer was a warrant officer, a very nice man called Major
Hamilton and he was due to retire. He didn’t want anything to spoil his
retirement, the poor guy, and his boss was a major I liked very much, an
older man. Anyway this major was his boss and he was a nice guy too,
everybody was nice. I guess Twitty in his own way was nice too.

The only problem was I didn’t know what the hell I was doing and it took
me a long time, so I kept trying to paint. I swear to you, I don’t
remember how I did it, whether I drew it first or must have drawn
something looking at a picture; and I was working on it and working on
it. Well as time went by, Colonel Twitty was getting impatient and he
would let the Major know he was impatient in no uncertain terms and
the Major would let the Warrant Officer know and those two guys were
sweating a little, understandably and the Warrant Officer said, “Lieber
when are you going to get this done? When are we going to have our
eagle?” They were all worried and I felt bad for them but I was doing the
best I could.

Anyway it took a very long time, I don’t remember whether it was
months or weeks or whatever, and Colonel Twitty was going to have
apoplexy or something, have a fit. Finally Lieber finished the eagle okay
and they were going to have a ceremony. I remember standing in the
Headquarters down there, in front of the shield and everything and the
Warrant Officer that was there and the Major was there and they're
waiting for Colonel Twitty to arrive, you know; and Colonel Twitty

12/9/2010

MARVEL0017341

Page 9 of 30



Case 1:10-cv-00141-CM-KNF Document 65-29 Filed 02/25/11 Page 11 of 31
20th Century Danny Boy: Looking Back With Larry Lieber Page 10 of 30

Deals arrived and when he walked in the first thing he did was give me a look,
irvicny that if looks could kill I would have dropped dead on the spot. Like you
son of a bitch, you're making me wait.

Deal Of Tha Day
Lightning Oeals

But then he looked at the thing and he looked up and when he looked up,
he looked up pass the shield and the number of the squad and he saw the
eagle. Suddenly his face broke into a smile and he said, “This was worth
waiting for”; and that was my triumph in the Service. The Warrant
Officer breathed a sigh of relief, as did the Major and I and they took my

2:00°AM PST picture. We had a base newspaper and my picture appeared in the
Garmir GES 60CSx newspaper, okay and oh boy was I relieved and happy and other people
Handheld GRS Navigator talk about they were heroes, they were this, this was my triumph.
553598 § 169.9947

~~-—' | was in the service for four years. The first year was at Sampson, two
01:17:41 remakting . c 7 wrarLs .
[y eagr years on Okinawa and then they said, “We’re sending you back to the
States for your fourth year, where would you like to be, what section?” So
chedkout they gave us sections of choices. So the first section I picked was the East

Coast with New York City and they said, “What’s your second choice?” I
said, “My second choice is California”. I thought that would be nice,

Our Best Deals Hollywood, sgmething I could lock at. So they sent me to De} Rio Texas,

PO my choice. Del Rio Texas is a little town and the base was near the Rio

Grande River. It’s nothing that anybody would really want to go to and it

Links Of Interest: reminded me of Okinawa, it was the same thing. Okinawa when you
Assorted Bits Of looked out, all you saw was water and here when you looked out, all you
Interest saw was sand.
Wri ware: R

oMt T li So that was it. I always kept that newspaper and years later when [ was
D ic Dug Comies - married they decided to have a Korean Reunion and they had it in West
Adelaide’s Finest Comic Shod  Virginia, I forget where it is. Virginia Beach [ think it was; and I went
memm with my wife, my late wife, and before T went I wanted to find that
Bulldog Comics: My Pal newspaper, I don't think I had ever shown it to her. I looked all over my
Charlie apartment, there are bundles, there’s this, and I never found it. So I
Skyhooks! I'm Living In Th couldn’t take it with me but I could tell people the story but they were
:}ZQ:.E telling more interesting stories to guys who were in combat and in Korea
The Newgate Calend and you know, all the battles. So that's my war experience,

Let's Spek Goodly Engrish DB: It sounds like the plot of Catch 22 or something like that.

Hﬁmﬁﬂm LL: Yeah, it could be a comedy. I'll give you another thing. Somebody
The Silent Film Websi wrate a play called the Tea House of the August Moon, I don’t know if
American Lynching you've ever heard of that?

Hollywood Lost & Found -

Home of The Wilhelm DB: It rings a bell on me for some reason.

Scream

LL: There was a tea house on Okinawa, previously during World War II
or just after. Anyway while I was there, somebody wrote the play in the
United States and it was showing so because of that they went and

http://ohdannyboy.blogspot.com/2007/08/looking-back-with-larry-lieber.html 12/9/2010
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Adeiaide
at 03:00 Fri

frE
'

Rush Mah Ego

1 t ?

Harry Potter Scnpoibooks
J.K. Rowling

Best Price 38,46
or Buy New $8.99

L Privacy information |

Drosts

8 conments

What? You Missed
Something? New &
Improved Archive,
Same Stuff Though
» 2010 (110)
» 2009 (124)
» 2008 (146)
¥ 2007 (215)

» 12/30-01/06(3)

> 12/23-12/30(2)

P 12/16 - 12/23 (2)

> 12/09 - 12/16 (1)
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opened another tea

house to copy the play.

. Anyway that was a

' comedy with Marlon
Brando and you could
see it sometime with
Glen Ford. It was called

- the Tea House of the

: August Moon. So that's

. that. Now what else. You
ask a question so I can
relax a second.

s
A g A s
‘.T .

: DB: When you got out
. of the Services you went
- straight into working at
- Marve]?
LL: Well not quite, a
. couple of years later, I
~ went to art school for’a
while. I still wanted to
be an illustrator but I didn’t go back to Pratt, instead I went to the Art
Students League. I wanted to study and I ended up actuirally studying
with a famous teacher there but I had to leave in the middle of it and
again I never finished painting, I never learnt to paint.

He had a thing when you paint a picture, I think it was ten steps, I was
up to step three when I had to quit. So I still can’t paint a picture and
years later when I joined the Society of Illustrators because they lowered
their standards and let me in as a comic artist. I used to be embarrassed.
I'd go there and I'd say I'm not a painter, I’m not an illustrator, but it
turned out that I was like a star because it's almost like a dark haired girl
going to Scandinavia, she stands out you know, or a blonde in South
America. So I stood out, “Oh you did Spider-Man”? But I never became
the illustrator.

But I started working and I forget exactly what, it was in 1958. [ wasn’t
fast encugh or good enough to draw comics, although that was what I
wanted to do, so my brother offered me a chance to write.

In the art school at that time, they didn’t teach you how to draw without
a model. All the drawing when you learn anatomy they have models
there. So with a model what you do is, you develop your eye, you get a
very good eye and most artists use models. lllustrators do it, certainly the
fine artists didn't just make it up, they draw with models. In comics it's

MARVEL0017343
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07729 - 08/05 (8)
07/22 - 07/29 (4)
07/15 - 07/22(5)
07/08 - 07/15(4)
07/01-07/08 (5)
06/24 - 07/01 (1)
06/17 - 06/24 (4)
06/10 - 06/17 (4)
06/03 -~ 06/10(3)
a5/27 - 06/03 (2)
05/20 - 05/27 (7}
05/13 - 05/20 (B)
05/06 - 05/13 (2)
04/29 - 05/06 (9)
04/22 - 04/29 (5)
04/15 - 04/22 (6}
04/08 - 04/15 (12)
04/01 - 04/08 (9}
03/25- 04/01 (4)
03/18 - 03/25 (4)
03/11 - 03/18 (4)
03/04 - 03/11(3)
02/25 - 03/04 (5)
02/18 -~ 02/25(5)
02/11-02/18 (8)
02/04 - 02/11 (7)
01/28 - 02/04 (6)

> 12/02-12/09 (4) the one field you don'’t use models. You're not getting paid enough and
» 11/25-12/02(3) you've got to grind out picture after picture and be able to construct the
> 11/18 - 11/25(3) figure and do it so that I never really learned. You know I wasn’t that
» 11/11-11/18 (2) good at it.
» 11/04-11/11(1)
» 10/28 -11/04 (2)
> 10/21-10/28(1) DB: I've always wondered: #
: :;// ;”;'-1100/ /2(:7(2) what training you had‘
when you started writing.
> 09/23-09/30 (5) LL: Oh okay. My brother .
P 09/16-09/23 (2) : . ;
> 00/09 - 09/16 (3) said he had no writer but : ;
b 08/26 - 09/02 (3) himself. He was the only
> 08/19 - 08/26 (6) one. He satd, “I can use B
> 08/12-08/19 (9) you, you can help me, you ::
¥ 08/05 - 08/12 (3) can write”, [ said, “Stan
Melbourne, Oh Bitter I'm not a writer”. He said, :
City Of Falling Tears ~ “Oh I've read your letters :
Camberwell from the Service, you can
Looking Back With write. I'll show you, you
arry Lieber

can do it”. So he taught
me and that was an _
interesting experience for 1

about I don’t know how ]

many years, [ guess a few - &
years. Let’s say 1958,
1959, 1960, 1961, 1962,
Yeah for a few years I was writing.

At first they were, the stories were these, what were these monster
stories and you know the books?

DB: Journey into Mystery...
LL: Yes, that’s it. Journey into Mystery.

DB: Taies To Astonish, Tales Of Suspense...

LL: Yeah, those books right. They were five page stories or seven page
stories, he would make up the plot then he would give it to me and I
would write it. At the time I was living in a place called Tudor City,in a
furnished room. I would write and I wrote stories for Jack Kirby who was
so fast; he was drawing faster than [ could write. I had to keep feeding
him stories; he needed them to earn a living. I think he was living in New
Jersey at the time and I'd go to the post office on Saturday night and
send the stuff there. I did that for a few years; and then they started
making up the Super Heroes and I wrote a few of the first, Ant Man and
Iron Man and Thor.

12/9/2010
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» 01/21-01/28(9)
» 01/14-01/21(3)
» 01/07 - 01/14 (2)
2006 (168)

2005 (44)

2004 (8)

2003 (3)

rvvevey

Popular Posts

» We Made
‘ The
' Post!

In a most
excellent article, jowrnalist
Brigid Schulte tackles the
New York Apartment
scammers. The article was
spawned by Brigid's ow...

Winnie. Tt
" Pogh Pencil

" Sketches
CHAPTER X, pages 168.169:
Eeyore Was Moved To The
Front CHAPTER IV, page 71:
Tygers can't climb trees A
pair of lithographs, as drawn
by th...

New York Scam: A Serious
Warning For All Travellers
Be warned - read this, take
note and learn the easy way -
we've learnt this lesson the
hard way. As people who
read this stuff on some

form...

Frank
Frazetfa:
February 9,
1928 - May
10, 2010
Sad to say that Frank
Frazetta has passed away, as
the result of a stroke, on
Mothers Day evening, after
spending time with his
family. Fra...
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Stan again made up the plots, but [ made up the civilian names for a few
of them that I create. Let’s see, the Ant Man was Henry Pym. I made up
the name Henry Pym and Don Blake I made up for Thor and Tony Stark
I made up, you know. But the important names, such as Ant Man, Thor
and Iron Man, Stan made up.

So that was what I did. I must have drawn a little and then when they
started doing the superheroces, he needed other people to draw them. It
was more work and he was going to hire artists and I don't know how
good [ would have been as an Editor compared to others, 50 I never even
tried. I sort of melted into the background. 1 didn’t want to write that
kind of stuff all that much. I didn’t want to get involved; and what they
did was Jack Kirby had been doing a Western and Western’s weren’t
selling that well, it didn’t matter what you did with them as long as they
sold a certain amount.

Anyway he of course was used on the superheroes which were important.
He was so wonderful at that.

When Jack gave up one
of the Westerns, the
Rawhide Kid, they gave
itto me. Stan gave it to
me and it didn't matter
much, so I was really on
my own. [ wrote and
drew it and I enjoyed
that. I've always enjoyed
- it when I write the stuff
and draw it myself and I
did that for seven years.

Tliked it. However it
wasn'’t that popular a
thing because everybody
was interested in all the

; superheroes.

‘ f_;’_ W T Occasionally I'd meet

L auae 3§

o

: 7
i S NIOE

somebody who said,
“You know [ read that
one, I really liked it”. So I enjoyed that and after that I did covers for a
while, superhero covers. In the meantime I did some other things. There
was one point where I was doing romance comics. I was writing and they
were actually pretty good; and then there were periods where I had
difficulty getting work and Martin Goodman went into difficulty. I'll just

12/9/2010
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H tions: Kapund
Cemetery
Over on Facebook I've been

uploading a lot of photos
from our various trips and
touching on some of the
more unusual places we've
visited. ...

Retu
The Evil
Clown!
Finally - it's
bere. Be afraid, be very, very
afraid. After the longest wait
T can think of, just as long as
the wait for DC to finally co...

Vinni letta’

Vinnie Colletta. Much has
been written about Vinnie in
the years since his passing
(1991), not all of it is true or
accurate. Speak to a pro...

BA’ : Al rant &
Norm Breyfogle Speak Out
NORM BREYFOGLE AND
ALAN GRANT SPEAK
OUTThe 1980s were very
good to Batman in general. A
number of highly talented
artists and writers all wo..,

"We got poor
Dave Gibbons to dress up as
the host character, He was
really embarrassed, but he
did have a fun time doing the
photos w...

iginal Art
ories;
Frank Miller
vs Klaus
Janson
You may remember a while
back I received an email from
The Former DC Staffer who

http://ohdannyboy.blogspot.com/2007/08/looking-back-with-larry-lieber.html
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put this in and I don’t want to elaborate on this, but many of the artists
and writers could go from National comics from DC to Marvel, go back,
one and another, and if they weren’t happy at one company they’d go to
another. If they wanted more money they could go. I was the only one
who could never do that because that was the price for Stan being my
brother. So [ could never do that,

As a matter of fact, once I didn’t have any work and I sent work to DC
and a friend of mine brought it over, Frank Giacoia. He came back and
he said, “Well it’s alright, but they’d have no need for it now,” so I didn’t
get the work. Some time later, [ was in a restaurant where some of the
artists in Manhattan used to go to and I happened to be sitting with
Carmine Infantino who was the art director of DC. We had met a few
times before, we were friendly and I brought this up to him. I said, “You
know I sent over that work and I never heard”, and he locked at me with
surprise and he said, “Do you mean that was on the level?” I said, “Yes,
yes, I needed work”. He hadn’t replied because they were very
suspicious. They would have thought Stan Lee is sending over a spy or
something you know. I would see what they're doing and go back or

. whatever the hell it was. So I couldn’t do that, 1 couldn’t work.

So at any rate Martin
Goodman started his
company, Seaboard and
Atlas. I knew colour

comics and he was
putting out colour comics : |
and he was putting out
black and white books,
like Warren Publications. b
He picked metodothe ¥
black and white books
and he picked the guy
from Warren to do the
colour cotnics, don’t ask
me why. It didn’t work
out and the guy ended up :
getting all the books .
except a couple and then
that didn’t work out. The i
guy left and then Thad to -,
do all the things. It was .

an experience that was not too pleasant and 1don't, I don't like to talk
about 1it.
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discussed the falling out
between Frank Miller and
Klaus Ja...

But when that was over,
. I'don’t know, maybe it

was only a year and a
half or something or a
year, I don’t know how
~: long Seaboard was

* around, about a year.
B~ ThenI came back from
J: ~ Marvel and they offered
me a job in the British
Department. The British
" Department was the

Department where they

did reprints of the books

and they sent them to

Y " Great Britain and so [
What Kind Of ' had very little original to
Garbage Do [ Write do. Actually we did make
About? Check Out up one original story
The Labels SR a4 there which was Captain
norm brevfogle (89) Britain. John Buscema
original art (80) drew it and it was a delight to work with him, somebody else wrote it and
A_umhnn_cumm (66) 1 worked on covers. So I was in the British Department for a while; then
erlin.&l.mlﬁjgmi lan (39) “3) that ended, they closed the Department. Stan started Spider-Man in the
weird (35) newspapers. He was writing it, Romita was drawing it and then they
de comics (34) decided he wanted The Hulk. Let’s try that. The Hulk was kind of
Nﬁmngﬁmms (33) popular on television; and so I drew The Hulk. Stan was writing it and
mml (3.3 ) (29) after a while The Hulk wasn't doing weli and I don’t know exactly why,
batman (28) but it wasn’t and Stan decided to give it up, or give up his part. He said,
alan kupperberg (27) “Larry if you want, you can write The Hulk and draw it”. So onee again 1
dave simons (27) was writing and drawing and that I enjoyed even more than the Rawhide
ross andru (27) Kid.
art (25)
marve] (25)
jim mooney (22) I made up stories that I really liked and it lasted a little while. After that,
music (22) after the Hulk, Stan left. I think he went out to Hollywood or out to
%‘S‘t‘? (2?2)0) California and that’s when Jim Shooter came in and took over. I didn’t
breviogle (17) have any steady work then. I did a few inventory stories or different
adelaide (15) things, until finally they needed somebody, an artist, on Spider-Man on
hidden gems (15) the strip which Fred Kida had been doing until he retired. They tried
W (15) somebody else and it didn’t work out and they offered it to me and [
gene colan auction (13) started doing it and I've been doing it for 20 years now it'll be.
gene colan fribute (13)
Uz (2) DB: It’s a long run.
M(U? LL: Yeah. For a while after about the first or second year, I inked it
gredown (12) . myself but it was very hard in terms of time. I'd sit up all night inking it.
hitp://ohdannyboy.blogspot.com/2007/08/looking-back-with-larry-lieber.html 12/9/2010 ‘\
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inkwel} awards (12}
michael netzer (12)
Marvel UK (11)
former dc staffer (11)
mike espositg (11}
mooney {11}
recreations (11)
rich buclkder (11)
jack kirby (10)
review (10)

road trip (10)
bramley (9)

from the desk of rich buckle
(8)
goldengate (8)
michaet golden (8)
movies (8)

neal adams (8)
steven bove (8)
vincent colletta (8)
web sites (8)
Ginger Meggs (7)
Skywald (7)

alan weiss (7)

ghost rider (7)

marvel masterworks (7}
Tuins (7)

travellin’ man {7)
trevor von eeden (7)
amazing spider-man (6)
birthday (6)

christmas (6)

cricket (6)

deklerq (6)
letters from beyond (6)
lost (6)

mojo (6)

steve rude (6}

travel (6)
Mighiy World Of Marvel (5)
booze (5)

brian postman (5)
cheap arse hotels (5)

We were in this one room apartment studio and I'd be inking all night
and one day and then I'd rush down to King Features and deliver it. One
day I just delivered it to King Features and I left and I tried to think of
something and I couldn't think of the numbers, or remember dates or
something and I got a little nervous and I said, “Maybe I can’t take this
sitting up all night, a whole night anymore. I'm not that young”.

So I gave up the inking. I said, “If I ever get fast I'll do it again,” but I
never went back to it and that’s it, that’s my story.

DR: The Hulk newspaper strip; I remember reading that when it came
out at the time and I always thought that the work you were doing there
was more interesting than the comic book in a lot of ways.

LL: Oh you mean the stories? Well thank you, yeah.

I liked doing it. When I was writing, before the superheroes, Stan was
teaching me to write. Now he had never taught anybody else to write so
he didn’t know how well somebody learns or doesn’t learn or, he didn’t
know how to compare me to anybody else. All he knew was I didn’t write
as well as he did.

He wasn't always the most patient person and I had problems with the
dialogue and he said, “Why did you say that? You could have said it this
way, or this way or that way,” and I'm realising yeah, I don’t think of it
that way or this way.

So at any rate finally I think at one point he got a little exasperated and
he said, “Look,” he said, “I'm going to hire some of the old pros.” He
remembered writers from the past. So anyway he must have for a while.
He still gave me work, he didn’t want to take work away but they were
putting out a few more books.

So he hired somebody and then the next week when I came back to him
he said, “I don’t know.” He said, “Larry, you know something, you're no
good, but you're better than these other guys”. So that was my first

victary if you want to call that a victory right. The others are worse than
me.

My second victory came years later when I was doing the Hulk,

MARVELQ017348
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commissions gone bad (5)
daredevil (5)

dick avers (5)
dynamic duo comics (5)
first salvo (5)

frank miller (5)

free comic bock day (5)
james kemsley (5)

Jjim mooney biography (5)
jim tournas (5)

new york (5)

painting (5)

retro music (5)
spider-man (5)

stan lee (5)

steve ditko (5)

steve mitchell (5)
unscrewed (5)
whinging bastard (5)
albigley (4)

archie (4)

armando gil (4)

art commissions (4)
art theft (4)

atlas seahoard (4)
avengers (4}

bastards (4)

bba (4)

bradman (4)
camberwell (4}
concerts (4)

cretinous officials (4)
death (4)

dick giordano (4}
drwho (4)

facebook (4)

frank springer (4)
gentlernan jim mooney (4)
grant (4)

groucho marx (4)
idiots (4)

joe sinnott (4)

merlin (4)

movie memorabillia (4)
publishers (4)
scamuners (4)

sketches (4)

stanley pitt (4)

steve englehart {4)
stolen art (4)

teryy dustin (4)

thett (4)

tony isabella (4)
weekly book Jist (4)

IT Magazine (3)

John Romita (3)

newspapers, when I was writing it and he said to me one day, he said,
“Larry,” he said, “T look at the Hulk, and it's very good. Also I think it's
even more dramatic than Spider-Man”. So when he said that to me that
he liked it and thought that in a certain way more dramatic. | felt good
about that. So that was my second victory.

Unfortunately the strip failed, it isn’t around but Spider-Man still is. So
those were my experiences in comics.

DB: Now for a writer who thought he couldn’t really write, you probably
wrote more stories for Jack Kirby than anyone else outside of Stan and
probably Joe Simon.

LL: Did I? Amazing. You would know better than I, I did write them for
a few years,

2P B2 -

,,M.&.

D0z OF Use
wlIST 2 @'

Kirby was in every book. 1
remember some of the
stories were for Don Heck
and the only ones that I
never wrote, because Stan
liked writing them himself,
- are the ones for Steve Ditko.
" At the back of each book I
think, there was a story for
Ditko and that was Stan’s
own story.

& e mumuwmm;womm& =
T mmwm’mmw s

I did learn to write and I
learned a lot from Stan,
Some years later he and
John Buscema had a course,
an artist course teaching
drawing to some people.
They used work out of a
hotel and I don’t know how
long it lasted, maybe a
couple of years. When they were about to end it or before they ended it,
they decided they’d like to put writing into, teach people to write and
they asked me if I wanted to teach it. I remember I went there, down to

MARVEL0017349
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Yaffa (3)

adelaide photos (3)
australia (3)

bad movies (3}
birthdays (3}

blake bell (3)
chadwick {3)
cockrum (3)
conan the barbarjan (3)
dave cockrum (3)
dave gibbons (3)
dead celebrities (3)
george tuska (3)
ghosts (3)

green lantern (3)
hulk (3}

iron man (3)

jim stardin (3)

joe simon (3)

Klays janson (3)
mark evanier (3)
marshall rogers (3)
marv wolfman (3)
meth (3)

mike zeck (3)
movie review (3}
mp3 (3)

my space (3)

page publications (3)
places to avoid (3)
rip-off (3)

robin (3)

snaked (3)
spammers (3)

tim townsend (3)
tom brevoort (3)
tom grindberg (3)
useless holidays (3)
wally wood (3}
2000AD (2}

40(2)

adelaide comic centre (2)

site (2}

advertisments (2)

ageism in comic books (2)

alex toth (2)

auctions (2)

av IS ual #10 (2)
bad journalism (2)
benefit auctions (2)

bill jaaska (=)

bill nichgls (2}

bill schelly (2}

bob dylan (2)

brian bolland (2)
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this hotel, and for one semester I guess you'd call it or something, I was
teaching about six or seven people about comies and in order to teach
them, I've never thought about it,  had to make up some kind of
curriculum or something. I remember I had a whole bunch of index
cards. What a comic should be, what it shouldn’t be, I'd Xeroxed some
papers to show, to explain this and that, and it must have been pretty
good.

I went down and when it was over, they gave me a book with a lot of

appreciation saying how patient I was and how much they learned and so
on.

DB: When you were writing back in the day of Marvel, did you write with
a particular artist in mind, such as Kirby?

LL: No, I wasn’t thinking of Jack when I did it. It could have been Jack
or Don Heck or anybody. The only one I was concerned about was Stan
because I had to show it to him. I was only hoping Stan would like it but
Jack would do what he wants; I didn’t care about what he did afterwards.
You know I just wanted to put something down that Stan would say,
“Hey, this is okay. Hey this pretty good, that reads nice”. You know,
“that’s okay”. I remember he praised the names I made up, places and
people. You know my famous story which I told so many about Thor’s
hammer?

DB: No, I don’t think I've heard that one.

LL: You don’t know that one? When Stan made up Thor and he gave him
to me and said, “This guy has got a hammer and swings it around”. I
guess the hammer I felt it had to have a name. Maybe Stan said it, I don't
remember. I just know because, there’s going to be a name, I said, “What
the hell kind of a name I'll give to the hammer”, so it just came to me.

['used to look at it in the back of the dictionary, Miriam Webster’s they
have geographical places and they have biographical names and a lot I
would take from that according to what the character was, what a person
was and that’s where [ must have gotten Henry Pym or I got the name
Pym from an English scientist. It sounds like an English scientist; and so
somehow I made up the name and I wanted it to be short, I'm always
thinking of the lettering. I also think of other people, I don’t want to put
a burden on the inker, on the letterer, so I said, “Uru”. I made up the
name Uru, U-R-U.

The Ura hammer, I said, “That sounds exciting”, I don’t know what the
hell; it’s just a name. So I made that thing up and after a couple of issues,
Roy Thomas, who was the editor of the books, came in and one day I'm
in the office, I don't know what I was doing and Roy came over to me and

12/9/2010
MARVEL0017350



Case 1:10-cv-00141-CM-KNF Document 65-29 Filed 02/25/11 Page 20 of 31
20th Century Danny Boy: Looking Back With Larry Licber Page 19 of 30

CONFIDENTIAL

charles hamilton (2) he comes over with this
cheap bastards () big book, “Bulifinches
Sap s () hology”. I

: (2) Mythology”. I never
defaced art (2) read the book. Roy
disney (2) comes over to me and
don perlin (2) he says, “Larry, where
chay (2) . .
ec (2) in here did you find the
eddie campbell (2) Uru hammer”. I said,
evil clown comics (2) “Roy Ididn’t find it in
&mbggk_cgmmn( {‘)?) there, I made it up,”
fake ebay auctions (2
fantastic four (2) and he looked aghast
fanzines (2) that I'd made it up
federal comics (2) because he had been a
fire (2)

frank brunner (2)
frank frazetta (2)
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schoolteacher, an
English teacher. He left

frenchy the evil clgwn (2) and the next thing I

fvan reis (2) know, he found the real

jason chatfield (2) name for it which is

%Qz‘giigmfgm @) Mjélnir or something

joe kubert (2) according to the Norse

jona Jewig (2) legends, so it became

wg)(z) Mjolnir instead of Uru which was made up by Larry Lieber.

marx l_‘, mg}ggnug

marx brothers (2)

methourne (2) Well a couple years ago, a couple years ago they invited me out to the San
mike royer (2) Diego convention, which I think is the largest convention. I don't usually
mmoving house (2) 80 to conventions, I had never been there before but they invited me as a
ﬁ: ((22)) guest and I was on a panel. I'm on the panel and there were people in the
nightmare (2) audience and I forget who else was there, there were a couple of men and
phantom (2) there was a very talented writer and there was a woman on there from
mmhl (2} DCI think. Anyway I can’t see the other people on the panel and

ﬁ ((i)) somebody in the audience asks me about it, everybody wants the story so
queensiand (2) I told the story of the Uru hammer and I said I made it up and then Roy
random updates (2) Thomas put the real name in, this and that and I hear a voice, a woman’s
Eflmﬂﬁ (2) voice say, “You made that up?” and I said, “Yeah”. She says, “Weil don't
ffﬁ}fmlf gi you know what that means?” I said, “No, I don’t know what it means”,
sanfl (2) and it turns out that it was a woman on the panel and she says, “In the
seans from the vault (2) Norse language or something that means power, strength”.

sgt fury (2)

W @) In other words, it had an appropriate meaning which I had no idea, I just
spam email (2) made up a word. So I thought that was kind of cute. Here I make up
steranko (2) something which Roy changed immediately. But that’s my claim to fame
steve gerber (2) and fortune that I made up a name and it turned out to be an appropriate
m @) name, according to this woman.

the spirit (2

MQ@M (2) DB: Getting back to the writing aspect and the artists. Were they Marvel-
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2007 year in review (1)
2008 year in review (1)
2009 vear in review (1)
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Bill Banick (1)
Bog Beast (1)
Dave and P
Scholarship (1)
Gerry Alanguilan (1)
Graeme Partridge-David (1)
Jan Scherpenhuizen (1)
José Luis (1)

Kelly Freas (1) .
MICHAEL baulderstone (1)
Mike Pellerita (1)

Online Art Auction For
American Cancer Society (1)
Sout} ians Wanti

To Ban Thoge Pieces of Crap
4WD's From Adelaide (1)
The Nearly Complete.

E; Hal Hem) ives
Omuibus (1)
Unknown Worlds Of Science.
Fiction (1}

aardwolf publishing (1)

abg (1)

academy award (1)

action comics (1)

adam hughes (1)

addams family (1)

adelaide crows (1)

adolf hitler (1)

adrienne colan (1)

adventures of unemplo

map (1}

afl (1)

airports (1)

al milgrom (1}

2l williamson (1)

alan david doang (1)

alan davis (1)

alan moore (1)

album covers (1)

krum
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style or full scripts that you presented to artists like Kirby and Heck?

LL: They were full scripts and I didn't think of Jack when [ wrote it at
all. All I thought of was will Stan like this or will he tell me, “Larry this
isn't good, you can'’t do this”. I didn’t want to hear something like that.

kgbes

DB: Now when you were
working at Marvel at that
stage, were you working
at home or actually in the
offices?

LL: When I was writing
this stuff I did it all at
home. I wouid go into the

office and Stan would give
me a synopsis, this is
what I want and I would
take it home and write.
When I started, I lived in
this place, this little
furnished room, this place ’
in Manhattan called
Tudor City. There's a little
park there, near the
United Nations ares, and
I remember sitting there
with a pad and some
yellow paper or something and because I was trained as an artist and I
thought visuaily, especially with a comic.

I would lay it out at first in, little boxes, like I was doing little story
boards for myself; and I'd say, “Alright panel one, I'll do this or I'll do
that” and then write it. I'd sit out in the park when the weather was nice
and do it; and then I'd go into my room, I had a furnished room, one
little room.

I remember there was an elderly woman owned the apartment and the
windows were not normal windows that opened up and down, go up and
down but they were little French windows that opened out, so you could
not put in an air-conditioner. So it got pretty hot in the city there then
and I had a Vornado fan that saved my life, I kept it on all the time; and [
was at the typewriter, typing with two fingers and learning to write.

DB: On the job training,.

LL: Yeah it was, it really was and I learned a lot [ think. My two favourite
writers were Rod Sirling and Sterling Silliphant and they were writing for
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alex johnson (1)

alex saviuk (1)

alfred hitchcock (1)
alice in chains (1)
amazing adventure (1)
amazing faptasy 15 (1)
ambrose bierce (1)
amputation (1)

amy winehouse (1)
atagrams (1)

andrew boscardin (1)
angus and robertson (1)
aquarnan (1)

arabs (1)

arcade fire (1)

arctic monkeys (1)
arthur adams (1)
artie saaf (1)
artists ag characters (1)
ashes (1)

autographs (1)

bad fashion (1)

bad service (1)

bad tensile (1)

balibo (1)

ballarat (1)

barack obama (1)
batman year one (1)
beatles (1)

beer (1)

beethoven (1)

blue devil (1)
blue line pro (1)
bluegrass (1)

bob andelman (1)
bhob brown (1)
bob budiansky (1)
haob geldof (1)
bob hall (1)

bob kane (1)

bob layton (1)
bob meleod (1)
boh shaw (1)
bobby pickett (1)

television. I used to hear their stuff. I love good dialogue and tried to
write and think about it. That’s how I did it, I'd have to send out a full
script, it was always a full script.

I think the Marvel style came when Stan was doing the superheroes and
he had so much to write. Also he was working with a guy like Jack. He
knew the characters and could come up with different gimmicks
perhaps; things in the stories so. I don’t know who started that, but I
never worked with it that way at all.

DB: So even after the .
superhero thing m \.:
started and you were m&og
working at Marvel in oy
the late 1960’s and
the 1970’s, you never
worked the Marvel
style, everything was
full script for you?
LL: As far as I know,
yes. Now I could be

WE\"]EU@ |
"‘@" f E‘Y Eﬂw

‘mammﬂnw.mm‘ g

Wrong, my memory
isn't the best and so
you may be able to
find somebody who
says “He did write
Marvel style,” but as
far as I know, I don'’t
recall ever writing
that way. Not that I
know of. When I
wrote, every time, it was a script.

Except when I was writing for myself, like when I did the Hulk, but I’'m
not even sure then. I didn't have to type it all out when I did the Hulk. I
don’t know how I did it but I knew I was going to draw it and if I'm
drawing and writing it I could put it together.

But I really don’t, now that you mention it, I don’t even recall how I did it
myself. But whenever it was anybody else, I don’t remember ever telling
somebody here’s the story, go ahead and then I had to fit in dialogue. I
don’t remember that process. Stan was very good at it. He could look at
the picture and decide what the dialogue should be and sometimes he’d
look and he’d say, “Here’s a little area that could use something”. Oh he
did it so easily and smoothly.
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bogan fest (1)

book launch (1)

bovs' ranch (1)
breaker morant (1)
breakfast (1)

brian kong (1)

bruce patterson (1)
calvert (1)
captain jack harkness (1)
captain marvel (1)

car accidents (1)
cardigans (1)

carolyn jones (1)

caf fight (1)
catwoman (1)
cemetery (1)
centrelink (1)

charles m schulz (1)
charles yoakum (1)
charlie brown (1)
charlie sexton (1)
china crisis (1)
christmas wounds (1)
christopher golden (1)
clavert (1)

claypool (1}

coffee (1)

comtic art auctions (1)
comie art commissions (1)
comic book conventions (1}
comie book publishers (1)
cover art (1)

crime (1)

crows (1)

dagwood (1)

dale sherman (1)

dan panosian (1)
daniel best (1)

daren white (1)

das sagte puff (1)
david allison (1)

david frith (1)

david graf (1)

david lapham (1)
david lee roth (1)

david mazzu 14 (1)
david niven (1)

deadly earnest (1)
death squard (1)
deathlok (1)

deevee (1)

defiant (1)

derik badman (1)
detective comics (1)
dial b for blog (1)
discussion (1)

You know, “Here’s a little area that could use something,” and he’d put a
little gem in there in those days and just write to fit the story, to fit the
drawing. I never did that as far as I know.

DB: When you'd go up to the offices, who were some of the people

that were hanging around at the times?

LL: Well it depends when. In the early years when I started writing
before the superheroes, I was the only one he had. As a matter of fact, it
was almost like something out of the movie Citizen Kane.

When I started working for Stan doing those little stories he was in an
office that was as big as nothing, like somebody’s little alcove almost. It
had a window there and I don't know if anybody was there with him. I
don’t know if he had Sol Brodsky at the time or who the other people
were. I just remember going up and there might have been somebody
sitting there doing a little colouring. It was a narrow little nothing of a
few feet and he was making all his own lettering corrections; and we
were on the second floor of a building on Madison Avenue and 60 of

looking down into the street.

Now the years pass and then came the superheroes, then came this, the
company was sold to Perfect Films and Cadence Industries and Ronald
Perlman. One day years later they have a party or something to
celebrate; this was before business got bad. It was downtown in
Manhattan and I got an invitation. So I go down there and it was being
held in I guess a discotheque or a nightclub, and I walk in there and 1 see
aload of people and I see people coming down a staircase dressed like
comic characters and I look over and I think I see Stan over there talking
to Perlman and others and businessmen and artists and I think to
myself, like this feels like Citizen Kane to me. You know that movie?

DB: Yes when they start up the newspaper it’s with just Kane and his
assistant, the two people and then...

LL: Exactly. Yeah or where he came from and he had the sled as a child.
Well that’s what I felt that this was. It started as nothing and 1 thought,
“Oh my God, look what this has become?” Because I didn’t go down to
the office often or anything there. All those years I just thought Stan and
I were just about the only two. I think he had Brodsky doing it and then
later he got, as it went on, he got some more people, secretaries, a big
space. But that was the beginning. Later on I knew the artists when Jack
Kirby would come up; when John Buscema, the first time I met him, He
was the most amazing artist. I couldn't believe that anybody could be
that good. The first time I met him I remember shaking hands with him
and he had a grip, I thought he’d crush my fingers. He didn't look very
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dvd (1}

dwight d eisenhower (1}

edgar allan poe (1)

edgar rice burroughs (1)

edward woodward (1)

eisner award (1)

elizabeth (1)

glvis (1)

elvis pregley (1)

england (1)

erb (1)

eric stanton (1}

ernie pelletier (1)

erwin rommell (1)
escapist (1)

essentials (1)

Lscott fitzgerald (1)

falcon (1)

fantastic adventure (1)

fern (1)

fiction factory (1)

flash companion (1)

flood (1)

foom (1)

foothall (1)

forums (1)

four-color heroes (1)

foxte] (1)

frank james (1)

frank koch (1)

frank thorne (1)

frank zappa (1)

freebies (1)

gabe levy (1)

gangrene (1)

garry leach (1)

gerry conway (1)
gerry turnbuil (1)
get lost (1)
getting old (1)
gideon haigh (1)
gimmick (1)

god (1)

much like an artist; he looked more like the Head of the Long
Shoreman’s Union or something. You know he was a weightlifter but he
could draw the most beautiful and sensitive. I told him one day, I said “I
know your secret. You've sold your soul to the devil,” I said, “because
nobody draws that well that hasn't”. He was what I'd call the best
drawer, maybe not the best artist, but the best drawer I ever saw,
Though I knew him I never saw much of Kirby. But occasionally he'd
come up but [ knew him through his work and I loved his work very
much; and then I saw the others there.

Gil Kane sometimes came up, as did Don Heck. When I worked with the
staff, and there was a big staff there of pecpie who, I don’t know, they’re
retired, they're gone. There was a wonderful inker who was I guess my
closest friend. His name was Frank Giacoia. He was wonderful and he
was a very human guy. He and I had a similar problem, we were always
late with our work, slow and behind, and he really suffered; but he was a
wonderful human being; and that’s all. That's was it.

I knew some others there
of course. In the 1960’s it
was a very relaxed
atmosphere. So anybody
could come in and they'd
taik and they walked
around and so on and so
forth. Later on it changed
very much because people
were different and I don’t
know. This is when
Cadance had it and they
moved some place else
and they had to watch
things, people would steal
things. They'd come in
and steal whatever the hell
they couid so before I
could get in I had to be
announced, I had to this,
or wait out in the waiting
room for somebody to come and see you. It changed completely. But in
those early days, it was the most relaxed place you could think of and it
was very nice, it was very nice.

RAWH/ADE..*} ,m;
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1 don’t look back on the days with fondness because I barely got a living
and I wasn't the artist that I wanted to be and they just were not happy
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days for me at all. But that’s what it was. They were there and I do
remember there were some nice, nice people and good artwork and a
relaxed atmosphere.

I think most of the other people would tell you happier stories than I,
because I think most of them were earning more of a living and as I said,
they could go from company to company and they did this and that. For
me it wasn’t so great.

But 1 did have friends there. For a lot of the time I was living alone. I
wasn't married and I didn’t go out much. Then later on I did meet a
womar, we got married and unfortunately there was a great deal of
illness on her part. We had a marriage but she’s gone now and so I sit
here alone in the room and I try to go out and do things but I'm glad I
have Spider-Man and in an odd way I try to think ahead of what I'd like
to do, what I'd still like to do. I seldom look back on those days with any
great nostalgia, because 1 guess I was a lonely person and I didn’t want to
be that way.

I used to say as a matter of fact, I wish I had gone to College and there
were times [ would have wanted to leave and just get a job, but I never
went to College. So often over the years if I meet a young artist who says,
“How do I, what do I draw, what do I do?” 1 say, “Look whatever you do,
go to College, get an education so if you ever decide you don’t want to do
this, you could do something else. Don’t just depend on comies.” Also, I'li
tell you one other thing which is kind of ironic. When I started writing
those comics, The Journey into Mystery type, I asked Martin Goodman,
“How would you describe this industry? Because now I'm starting to
write this stuff,” and at the time he said, “I'd call it a dying industry,” and
it probably was; and so I didn’t how long I would be around. Well the
industry not only didn't die, but you know what happened and it was
because of Stan I think, Stan was really made for comics. He and Jack
Kirby. T have always felt that he was the essential comic artist. Stan was
the essential comic writer and Jack was the essential comic artist; and by
that they didn’t put in anything more than a comic in their work and they
didn't put anything less than the best comic.

DB: Makes sense. I've always thought that Stan Lee and Jack Kirby as a
team were far better...
LL: Oh I thought they were the best.

DB: ...than what they were on their own.

LL: Yes, yes, because Kirby could add stuff to Stan’s, that’s why Stan
could do it. Jack needed Stan I think, There used to be friction between
themt and he left. He went over to DC and when he went there he put out
I don’t know ten books or something or other, eleven, whatever it was,
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and almost all but one failed, they didn’t make money.

Then he came back to Marvel later. But when he was with Stan certainly
they made money.

DB: There was a period there where everything they did was just pure
gold.

LL: Yes, yes. Jack was a very good storyteller and he knew how to do it.
Stan certainly flourished and he developed this whole style of writing
that was very individual where he would talk to the writer. It was very
much his personality and if [ happened to come across once in a while an
old comic, you know he didn’t do that. I don’t think he did it in the books
that I was doing, Journey into Mystery, I don’t think he had enough to do
it to work, But when he started with the older superheroes, each ore had
their own personality like Spider-Man and the dialogue was very
individual and came very easily to him. So I think he was perfect for it.

Many thanks to Will Murray for making this interview possible - yau're one of the
best Will!

Labels: artists , interview , larry Heber , marvei , writers

4 comments:

Scott said...

Larry Lieber has always fascinated me, because he really
could do it all -- write, draw and edit. Some of my fondest
comic-book memories are of the monster stories he wrote for
Marvel that were reprinted in Creatures on the Loose and
others, the Atlas books he worked on, and the Rawhide Kid.

Thanks for the interview, and Mr. Lieber, if you're reading
this, THANK YOU for the entertainment and joy you've
brought me. Take care of yourself.

--Scott Rowland

Anonymous said...
Danny,

I've been reading through the interview and enjoying it. I've
had the pleasure of speaking to Larry on the phone and
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monkees (1)

monster mash (1)
monsters unleashed (1)
monte cristo (1)

monty wedd (1)
moritica {1)

mr garrison (1)

mr media (1)

mar sheen (1)

ms marvel (1)
munsters (1)

murders (1)

murphy anderson (1)
music rex smith (1)
mystery marvel staffer (1)
mystic (1)

mythos (1)

national library of australia
(1

ni¢ cage (1)

nick bakay (1)

nicolo paganinj (1)
ngline on the horizon (1)
ngel cawarg (1)

old bastard (1)

old stuff (1)
omega the unknown (1)
one hit wonder (1)
oscars (1)

owsley (1)

pablo marcos (1)
pandora (1)

panei madness (1)
parade magazine (1)
parents (1)

past (1)

pat menamaga (1)

paul kelly (1)

paul newman (1)
paulrvan (1)

paul smith (1)

pay tv (1)

peanuis (1)

pellucidar (1)

pete shelley (1)

police academy (1)
pop.mart (1)

port (1)

print.on demand (1)
profanity in comic books (1)
psycho battle cats (1)
puking my guts up (1)
gantas (1)

rachel sweet (1)

racism (1)

raconteurs (1}

&
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meeting him in person in one of his rare New York
Convention appearances. Larry is a a very low key guy with a
wonderful self-depricating sense of humor. He tells great
stories anout his experiences in comics.

I hope they reprint his Incredible Hulk comic strip one of
these days. He did a nice job on that strip,

Nick Caputo

Rob at MEC said...

Good interview with an interesting person. Always good to
hear about the Silver Age creators. Thanks and thanks to Mr.
Lieber,

Sepador Lombrith said...

Thank you very much for this interview. It gives a lot of
valuable information about{ the early Marw_/el years, and it puts
also some light upon the reality behind the “Marvel Method".

By reading it, [ have realized that Larry Lieber deserves far
more acknowledgement than he actually has among readers.

Post e
Links to this post
BABY BRO GETS A WELI-DESERVED FINGER
Create a Link
Newer Post Home Older Post
Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)
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rainbird hut (1)
rambo (1)

ramon fradon (1}
rant (1)

red hembeck (1)
reed crandall (1)
reilly brown (1)
rejection letters (1)
relief (1)

resolution (1)
reviews (1)

richard howell (1)
rick olpey (1)

rigged elections (1)
rob allen (1)

robert frost (1)
roger daltrey (1)
romita (1)

ron wilson (1)
rogm with a deja view (1)
roy lichtenstein (1)
roy thomas (1)
rueei (1)

rude dude productions (1)
russell morris (1)
sable (1)

sal velluto (1)
salicrup (1)

samuel clemens (1)
sears (1)
serapbooks (1)
sean witzke (1)
secret invasion (1)
secret origing (1)
shattered limbs (1)
sheridan morley (1)
shirty (1)

shit (1)

shit the dog (1)

sick as a cat (1)
sigmund freud (1)
siredmund hillary (1)
sketch cards (1)
sketch magazine (1)
skippy (1)
smallville (1)

solar (1}

sony pictures (1)
sophie b hawkins (1)
sorrow (1)

south park (1)
spandau ballet (1)
spelibound (1)
spott (1)

spyman (1)

squirrel girl (1)
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st john (1)

stalkers {1)

stan crogs (1)

star trek (1)

starlin (1)
starstruck (1)

state library (1)
stephism (1)

steve distko (1)
steve mequeen (1)
steven grant (1)
strange tales (1)
streaky (1)

sunset (1)

sylvester stallone (1)
tarzan (1)

tears for fears (1)
teen fitans (1)
telstra (1)
templates (1)
terowie (1)

terry beatty (1)
thad branco (1)

the bodgies (1)

the crow (1)

the dark knight returns (1)
the falcon (1)

thy informer (1)
the fly (1)

the fortress keeper (1)
the long nan (1)

t : on
()

the payola§ (1)

the point man (1)
the punisher (1)
the who (1)

theatre (1)

thieves (1)

thomas (1)

tim burton (1)

tim sale (1)

timely comics (1)
tom lyle (1)

tom zuiko (1)

tony. tallarico (1)
tornado (1)

tourist (1)
transformers (1)
trip (1)

triple i (1)
trout in the milk (1)
tschaikovsky (1)
tucker stone (1)
@

uk comics (1)
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universal monsters (1)
unkown worlds of science
fiction (1)
unpublished comic books (1)
us election (1)

us presidental race (1)
used cars (1)
valentines day (1)
yampires (1)

van halen (1)
vanguard (1)

vie carrabotta (1)

von hindenburg (1)
voodoo (1)

walter simonson (1)
wankers (1)

warlock (1)

warner brothers (1)
warren (1)

watchmen (1)
weather (1)

weiss (1)

west indies (1)

whale fibre-optic lamp (1)
what if (1)

whilce portacio (1)
whorehouse madrigals (1)
wikipedia (1)

will murray (1)
winnie the pooh (1)
wolverine (1)

wookies (1)

working for free (1)
world war I (z)
writers (1)

writing (1)

x-men (1)

va bell rend (1)

young marvelman (1)
youtube (1)

yvonne de carlo (1)
zeck (1)

zen the intergalactic ninja (1)
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