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Putting On A Pair Of Panthers

(hbsowe left: ] Artist jack Kirky co-created The Black Pamther for famfestic

Four in the mid-wgéos, but when T Challa fire! got “his ow

illuatrated by others. The cover of furgie Action #n (Lept
Banw (p) L Dan adiin (i)

comie,” I was
*74) ln by Gil

[Above right: ) |sck himself penciled this cover for fuagie dotion #
(Mevember vpra). & couple of pean later, ha wrote and drew nearky & dosen
visey of 4 Blach Panther comeg

[8lach Panvhay TM £ Caoop Marvel Characters, ing - Jusgin ditiam covers
Cooey Marvsl Charsciers, Ing |

iy combar machice guns, and 2 mussife-tiring rank “Lirge enough for
wo kids inside.” The tank also has 2 “mighry cannon and rocket
suncher. swiveling machine guns, simulared reads and other wsthentic
tank Features.™)

The Hulk, a green-skinned monster who hates the world because
the world hates lim, has. several times, stngle-handedly defeated the
LS Air Force. But Hubk 1s sull a near-classic case of paranoid schizo-
phrenia. Somewhere down in his primitive brain is the knowledge that
ire once was & gentle sou! tseientist De Bruce Banneri. Bur the Hulk
hates Banver for being weak and normal, and he is obsessed with the
it that he can turp back 1ot Banner at any nime,

To begim vne Hidke comic, Stan wrote *Can agreen-skinned intro-
vert with antisovial tendencies find happiness and fulfillment in a mod-
ern matertalistic societs *7 The urwren of course, s mu,

FEATURING: 1P

“When [ ereated Hulk with artist Jack Kirby, we had the feeling
that people fave a guv who isn't pertecr,” Stan recalls, “As a kid 1 al-
ways loved the Irankenstein monster. Al kids know thar Franken-
stein’s monster really isn 't a bad guy, that he's friendly to blind
violinists, and that he just fll into bad company.” (Hulk was friendly
with reenager Rick Jones, bur Jones drifted into viher comic boaks and
soon may hecome the sidekick of Capiain America.)

I addition to a green-skinned star, Marvel comies teature a number
of Negroes, a significant hreakthrough for the otherwise Waspy super-
herodom, e has heen suggested thar the Bruce Wavne-Batman
mansion 1n A restricied seghborbood. In additon to a Negro city
vditor fin Sprder- Wany and assoried pofice and popelace. Marvel Bas 2
senmne Black super-star in Phe Black Panther, who is really T'Challa,
sonof T'Chaka PChaila, 1 prinee of dhie Wakanda enbe and thar
representative w the United Nations, 1s one of the word’s richest men
and owns an underground scienntic ary.

We were gomy o play him up as dhe tirst Dlack super-hero with his
own conie book.” Stan says. “But then we became a firele gunshv, He
was ereated betore the Black Panthers the African-American orgam-
sagton] got their notoriery, and now Lreally don’t hnow what to do
with him. The mame s an solucky cotncidence, realiv, 1f we want o set
involved in g et nches story, we want to Jo it our wav and not steni-
sl e bueause the name of one of our characters happens e be the
same s thar of 1 anfisant group. Mavbe we'll et him et involved in
Harlem reaching Negro vouths whe do nor suspect that he's reailv
thesr hero, Black P utther,”
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30 intervtew Conducted By Mike Boume, 1970

who is also the richest muas i1 the world,

LEE: Yeah, so the whole idea was a little bit off. | rold
Roy Thomas what P'd tike 1o do with him is have Roy
write the Panther so he teaches underprivileged children
in the ghette and uses his own knowledge and his own
force and leadership w help these kids,

MB: Hotw abowt The Fileon a5 & black super-hera?

LEE: Now 1 think we have a better chance with The
Faleon, We've used him in three stories, cthen we dropped
him, and | want to waic and see how the mail comes ir.
1'm hoping itll be good and ['d lke to give him his own
book. I'd like to just make him 2 guy from the ghetto
who is fike Captain America or Daredevil. Nu grear
super-power, but athletic and hervic. And let him fighe
{or the cause that will benefit his own people. [ would
have done this years ago, but again the powers-that-be
are very caurious about things and | can’t go leaping.

MB: How serious ar how deep is the religious allegory
in The Silver Surfer?

LEE: [ think pretry unconsciously. [in really just trying
to write something kind of poetic and kind of prety and
kind of mystical sounding. [ think vou can read a lot inta
it. Inn fact, when [ discussed the character with John
Buscema before he started drawing the book, John said:
“Well, how do you want me w think of him? You know,
what kind of guy?” And { said: *The closer you come to
Jesus Chrise, the berrer.” He has thar kind of a petson-
ality. He’s almost totally good, unbke most of our heroes,
and Um enjoying doing The Silver Surfer,

MB: Bur why “Surfer®?

LEE: Actually, we're stuck with the name, because when
he first appeared, he appeared as an incidental character

P SRR L LRV VY

in a Fantastic Four story. Jack Rirby just threw him in—
{ think the name was Jack's—and calied him The Silver
Surfer. I thought it sounded good ard used him. Had [
known that we would end up doing with him what we're
duoing teday, 1 would have taken more pains o get a name
that was more applicable. Bur actually, nobody else seems
o mind the name. it's easy to remember and it's almost a
put-on, And [ haven't had any complaints abour it
iNOTE: As 'oe written before, Ye Editor, who was in
the Marvel offices the day Korby's penatls for ['1 #48 come in, s
nearly 100% cortain thar the same fack guve the characrer in his
sargin noles was simply “The Surfer,” wnd that 1e was Stan wha
christencd bim “The Silver Surfer.” —Rov.)

MB: Uy weaddls and cetling ave papered wieh Mareel Comus covers,
and one cat came ur one day and sard, *This 15 the st vwlfent woul]
Preeverseen!” Whar about tiolence o1 Marvel Comues?

ELE: I don't know, What the hell is vinlence? [don't think aur books
wre violent at all 1 ehink our books are the exact opposite of violence, 1
don’t like to say this because iv's becone 1 cliché by now. bur real ife is
violent. [ mean crime, Viernam, poverty, and bigotry are violent,
There's nothing violent in our books: good guvs trving ro save the
world from bad guyvs. If somebody punches somehody in 1oy, we
tirene i in because the kids wouldn't buv the hoak unless we did,
Franklv, it our concession 1o the vounger readers. Phere hus ra be 3
fight seene somewhere. Just like vou're not going ro get any vounyg kids
to g0 o Western movie unless there’s one or two shootings. But
compared o the problems of the world wday, [don’t consider a punch

Well, At Least There's No Sex...

of the mou notorious latter-day evampbes of iadence im Maresl Comice, of course, is
The soor desth of Captain Amerca. Coldrn Age Timely bullpen sriist Allen Beifman did his

warm irrrverent lake on that event. s sern sl recenl (omics Comventions—blec k- L-white,
with red on the svertioe bulle? and the villain's mash. fee p. js for Allew's commissions ad
[Captain mevica TM L €r007 Marvel Characten, inc. |

i the jaw really violent s we do it. Even there it isn't & normal punch
in the jaw. It’s usually one invincible human being hitting an indestruc-
tibie creature of some sort. You don’t even get the feeling anvone's jaw
s gerting broken as it might happen in real e, 1es all o rotally fien-
tous and so torally fanctol that icisnt what my conception is ot
ciolence, [ would call it excitmg and fast-moving and imaginative, Buc §
reaily wouldn't calb st viokent,

MB: How do you feel aboit ihe gory pubrhcarions that explon
violence? Those where you see sprkes through young airls ond blond
spariing bl voer?

EEE: Well, chat’s what hilled comies vears ago. We don't do anvihing
hike thar, [t doesn't particularly bother me, [ think it's in bad raste.
There’s o much 1 be sad and there’s so many ideas 1o be brought
torth that vou just don't need all that grucsome stutf, And vau Jon'e
eed all the dirty wnntf. Ir adlmost difutes the message, Natliing Wty
with guod harrer stories, but vou just Jon't eed the things that are in
wuch bad raste that vou don’t even appreciace that mavhe the storv was
rood bevond that.




