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JACK KIRBY: PRISONER OF GRAVITY

Interview transeribed by Jonn Morrow

T 1992, Jack guve un interview jor a Canadian television program called
Frisoners Of Gravity. Here are svme excerpts from that interview:

QUESTION: Jack, why did you become a cartoomist?

JACK KIRBY: 1 decided 10 become a cartounist because [, well, 1 dis-
covered comics alf by myself. [ was born on the Lower East Side of
New York int a very restricted area, really. 1 just began to draw at a
very young age, but it looked like | was marking up

the tenement tloor. 1 tock to that sort of thing, and

kept on with it urtil | drew mure complicated

tepresented power, the power of the individual, T've slways worshipped
the individuat because | telt that vach indivithual has value, and by giv-
ing value to other individuals, [ give value to mysclf. And of course,
that's self-satisfaction. I've lived my lite that way, and F've been happiest
that way.

(: When yout originally created Captain America, what were you
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forms. Gradually [ found my way to Atlas Comics,
which later became Marvel.

{2 Why were you so drawn to the superhero form?
JACK: Well, the superhero form, [ think, is 2 feeling
more than a drawing. 1 like people natucally, and |
see people larger-than-life. That's the only way [ can
draw them, and superheroes came very natuzally to
me because that particular form of drawing seemed
to represent my ideal of what { liked about men and
wornen in general.

(J: Back in the early 19405 when you were getting
started, one of the things you helped establish was
the concept of the superhero’s alter ego. Why did
you decide your characters should have two sides to
their personalities?

JACK: Because we all do. We all dream. Yes, we act
realistically, but we dream beyond that reality, and
our dreamns make us larger. We all want to be larger,
and we all want to see what's beyond all horizons. 1
believe it's part of the human make-up, and [ reflect
that in my drawings.

Q: Why were masks so important to that? Why did
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vou want to have your herces’ faces covered?

JACK: Because we wear them. We find ourselves in
situations inn which we have to mask our true feel-
ings. We have to look happy, or we have to look sad,
but we may not feel like that on the inside. So I've
instilled that in my characters too. And | believe
that makes thermn more humann, as well as the rest of
their characteristics.

t): What for yor is the most important element in
tefling a story in cotmies?

YK The nsostwnportant thing sbout telling a
story 15 telling the stocv. In other words, to be
understood: to tet the cther person know what the
story is all about, what the stury represents,
whether it has & moral or not, The other person, if
he understands my story. he'll understand all those
varioas tacets ot it. 50, [ try to tel a story fuliv-
rounded, and | believe that Fve succeeded in that. If
vou read my comics vou'tl find that berween the
heginning and the end, there are all sorts of happen-
ings, a variety of happenmas. and that's haew life is.

1): But how do vou lay that out on the page, in order
10 give it maxanam impact?

TACK: Well, Tgave it maximanm impact. | gave st al
the pawer | had in v own self. My heroes didn’s
merely walk, thev ran, Ihey had long stoudes. They
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JAUK: Well, | was a very patriotic sort, as was Joe A ‘%ﬁ;? THE| [THE St o on

Simon, my partner. Together, we created Captain
Anterica, because that was a climate of the times.
Hitler was seizing everything in sight in Furope,
ard they were very. very troubled times. You could
feel it here in America. We had a natural villain,
and natural keroes. Our heroes were American, and
we had that American feeling. And from these feel-
ings carne the hero that we felt would solve our
problems.

() In the early 19605, you created hundreds of
heroes to pupulate the Marve! Universe. What did
the Fantastic Four represent to you?

JACK: The Faptastic Four were the team, they were
the young people, [ love young people, | love
teenagers. You'lt find that the Fantastic Four repre-
sent that group in many ways. They're very vital
and very active, The teens certainly are in that cate-
gory. So the Fantastic Four was my admiration for
young people.

The Thing was really myself. If you'lf notice the
way the Thing ralks and acts, you'll find that the
Thing is really Jack Kirby. He has my manners, he
has my manner of speech, and he thinks the way |
do. He's excitable, and you'll find that he's very, very
active among people, and he can muscle his way
through a crowd. | find that F'm that sort of person,

2 What prompted you to reinvent Thor for the '\ d K T
cotnics in 19627 l o SN \ N '
FACK: Well, Eknew the Thor legends very well, but | e
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new thing for comics, taking the old legends and
madernizing them. | believe | accomplished that,

«J: What is it about ancient heroes like Thor that
make them so enduring and relevant today?

JACK: Well, the heraes represent the wholesome
part of society. Society has a wholesome side and it
has 1 down side. We krsow where those facets lie.
‘They're common to alf of us, and if we want to he
our wholesome selves, we'll stick with fegends like
Thor and Odin.

(2: Why are vou so tascinated by gods?
JACK: We all have a kind of feeling that | think
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feelings stem from that. The truth is that the Greeks

had Herculdes, even as the Norsernen bad Thor, and

theauph the ages weve had heroes sinudar to them,

tn ages past, we had Samson, wha's no maore than a superhero, And
today we have our superheroes. We believe in them because we
hefieve In ourselves.

Chor vs, Lok i uninded pengids to Phor #1407 puge 11

carteonists today are their own persons. They re mdividuals, mnd
whatever comes into their ininds iy valtd. They should take rhat validity
and work it out to their own satistretion, and thevTl find themselves
hecotning true individuals. 1o doing that, they'll value themselves,

(2 What do you think has been vour greatest contribution to comics? A valtuing yourselt is very. very fmportant th vour own growith,

LACK: T think the greatest cuntnhgtlon ! _made to comics is the fact 02 What kind of influence have vour wife and four kids been to vou?
that | helped to build up readership. [ think people have accepted me, AWK They've beetn a tremendons infhuence. They show me that |
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hey 0 epted my stores, i e«.mslel rhink they recognize rhesr own know true loveand knowing true love. [ think. is one of the yreatest
vislues it those stories. Tdon't think the verige reader believes in .

o fecdings i the workd IUs sometinng that woll absorh my entire being,

Lary tales. and 've Sls gven anvhody fary tates. Yes, Tve gaven fie- foad absorbing olb ot frhatf Tove, Vind that | ive a wonderh lite. You
sonahized drama. but this Jrama is enacted by real people. ! can't have o wondertul life withou fove, And in oving my swn fani-
1o What advice woutld vou offer 10 the vosing cartoonist whao's gt j bv iy dife is even more wondertul ove my duldren, Tlove my rela-
tartg oot? ‘ Cooves, Lo mv andience, and these ane trie feclings. 1'H never deny
Fle ks they shoutd dowhar they like to do. 1 teed that o the Vg " them sappase Hove everyhody T
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