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A Lok af Kirky's Ane-Man/ Glapt-Muan by Mide Vartiond of imesod tihere
€1 B hen | was asked 1o wiits an acticle on vt Man § realized | ik 3!” The P
' never really gave miuch thonght to the charader — and neither, M‘m‘m Ehr '
it appears, Jd anyone clee. Theren les the hasic taw in the Prehive oy
character of the ng-Aan: Fans were interedted.. but aot very. - :\b.'.p(mr
tirvt of df, why rmake a super-hero our of 2 racacrer the dize ofan j ;é ‘I‘[m!flht
Se Do

insect? I'm sure anyone familiar with Ant-Man already knows that he L
Spider-Man

started out as soientist Henry Fym, whe shrank himeself down, and got : 5
teappred i and eseaped from an anthitl in s then throwaway fantasy appeouimately — : <T g
story “The Veanin the Ant Hill,” published in Tudes ta Lszienesh #27. Jan, one manth Or. Pym's first appearance from Tales To bxcovish £27
1962 fappraoximately the sane time FF #2 appeared). Lee plotted the bafpre 1w . .
story and the art was by Kirby/ Ayers. : Dick Ayers remembers sending il mtrodumfm'). agihe fact rhat_D(: had sucn‘.srﬁxﬂy fenlp s
Stan & note back wath this story, telling him he found rie concepr of 3 f‘“ml rhe A, 2 ﬂ_.[-mrh T s L S Since the artwork
s in 2 world of insects intriguing, ) But the scripting (dialogue and N submitted approximately (but not always) six months before the
captions) was by Stan’s brother Larry Lieber, one of the unsung heroes cover ‘date/m"”th_' iy e wme have been drawn shartly
of early Marvel, Lieher suripted many of the varly Ant-Man storiey, after Shoruse 236 i il rhg Atpms d'.bm e
Shortly sfter this story was published, Lee began the task of can- may have waated a tiny super-hera in hxs. growing stable of stars.
verting his “muowster comics” inte super-hero magannes. Perhaps it InBryeveat, the‘AntMan debuted‘m Tales tg Asionich #35 (Sept.
62). on the rack with FF #6, [fulk #3, and

Jonrney into Mystery #84 among uthers, The Ant-
Man costume was clearly a Kirby ceeation, and it
never looked as good as it did after the tirst splash
page. The chest emblein was designed W reseinble
a huige ant, complete with head, thorax. and fegs.
The helriet was beautifully reminiscent of at ant's
head with antennae and mandibles. The biats
were alsg unispue inzsmuch as they appeared to
he designed for treading underground, and were
never nsed again after the first issire. Sadly, over
time (and with: the frenetic pace Kishy was
working under), the eustume becaine 4 dituted
version of the original, with the honts resern-
bling the gloves, the helmet sometimes without
antennae, and the ant emlilem bevoming simply
2 large Mack hall on the hero's chest.

Accarding re Lieber, Stan named the char-

e My ot : avter Ant-Man, but Larry came up with Henry
( BTt i ! Pym — just as he came up with Don Blake,
\ S 3 ‘- ‘ Tony Stark, and other characters whom | grew
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up with, never realizing the creative *nput of ths
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” cHectn e use of art,
’”E Rirby Jrew the firse sox issues (#15401 0 get U

charicter started: of this run, the hest story to me was

isstie #3497 The Scarler Bertle™ — & definite throwhak 1o
D the pre-hery s, bt @ tun owist having the msecr

Buaman-seze and viceverss. With #41. Don Heck ek

over the art chores aned cofneidentally was diaweng iron

Man's first appearance in Suspense #39 at the wme tinne,

M(MIMJ[ s Fleck was starting his super-hero cum jumping in sith
7 | both et Licher continued to script up to #43; by then

Wwﬁ etther it was iietermined that sales weren't good encugh

ot Lee wanted qoother female hero at Marvel {or people

were getting tired of having Ant-Man converse ane-tdedhs
with a buitch of anes). Su by his teneh issue, it was decided
10 give hirn 3 partner.
With #44, Kithy was back anud the Wasp was with him.
Heck backed Kirby on inks, but the scripting was done by
one H.E. Hundy, 3 pseudonym for Emiv Han, who was
an editor under Stan from the Atlas days. Lee was will
gerting credit as plotter, and this is evident bevsuse this
story has Cormimie-villain elernents in it. We find out that
Pyot had a wite, Maria, who came from and died behind
the Iron Curtata. fanet Van Dyne, whom Pym rransforms
into the Wasp tvia Kirby), also loses her father in this
stury, so the two are united to avenge his death. Ant-Man
ends up with a partner, Pym ends up with a love interest,
and Lee ends up with anather Kirby-designed character
Up until this time, Ant-Man fouglt most!y COMMON Crim-
inals, spies. sabotears and the like: it wasn't unril #48 (his
ldikt issue) that he was given a costumed super-villain.
Pechaps the introducrion of super-villains or lagging sales
(probably sales) prompted Lee to re-vamp the character.
Kirby retumned In Astomish $49 {once again backed

11p by Heuk)} to tuen Ant-Man tnto Giant-Man. The name
may have been picked because of the play on Gi-Ant Man,
hecause the Ane-Man angle was not to be abandoned.
This issue also introduced a one-time mepace called “The
Living Eraser” whom Les Daniels in his book Marvel, Five
Fabulous Decades 205 oud of his way to showcase as one
of those unique Lex ereations. Yes, the character by unique
and imaginative. but that’s my point of contention: Kirby
was i the hookl (me should notice that whegiever revisions

mt-Man fought his share of (flmmumm as shown here in Tales To Astonish 236, or additions were made to the Ant-Man character, it was
o ) i . A kirby who wirked on that story. and it was in a decidedly
wuys like Kirhy, Avers, and Herk because the Skillfal ase of perspective f ditferent vein than was being done when Kirby wisn't involved.

way key with this type of character. { ke 0y think of Lieher's earke Ant-
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Rirby stayed on for #50 and #51 and helped Lunch The Hurnan
Top, whao was being groomed 1o he Gianr-Man's arch-willain. To my
kincwledge these issues have never been reprinted (which holds true for
many of the Ant-Man/Giant-Man stories) and that's reaily a shame,
for they have some very imaginative Kirby fight seenes. [t was alse an
varty two-parter, but even more interesting is that the firtt part of the
story is inked by Steve Ditke, and the pairing of these two on super-
hero stories was rare indeed. The second part (#51) was inked by Dick
Agers, probably to help introduce him to the character, for he was to
become the primary Giant-Man artist. Issue #57 guest-starred Spider-
Man (published arcund the time of Spider Afun #14), and issue #53
had The Hulk, probably to introduce the character to new readers since
he became Giant-Man's new “roormamate” in the next issue.

Beginning with 4sienish #60, the book was <plit between Giant-
Man and The Tk, and while The Hutk was Inoking for an audience,

o
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saily, Cunt Aan was fasing las. flis stores seemed 1o be spping back
to the Ant-Man s of the-mit villains (e was creditad 15 writer by
chis time). lit issue 46%, cne bast chance was tried with “The Mew
Granit-Man.” He was given 3 Jight redress, 2 mew oybermetic helrnet
1:he vriginal was discarded when he went from Ant to Guant Man),
el the new sbility to contrel he aze uf othets, wirh some very nice
Bob Powell itwork theown in too; bur it was ron i, oo late.
Hlwing erever really known what 1 o with the Garacter, Lee threw
‘I the towed. The hero devided f0 “retire.” another unique approach
for 3 superhere 1nd ¢ Gest for Marvel, 5o by ssue #70, The Sub-
Manner debated in place of Glant-Man.

Stan, retusing 1o siy le, browght hack Pyim and Van Dyvne for
caimens in The Sub-Marmer story in Asronsh #77 ind #78, Int, The
Wasp devnles 10 tad Namor, which leads to her being captured by
Attuma s Avengers £26, which ia tum brings Ciane-Man back ta the
Aveagery in £18 with yet another new costume and name: Goliath.
UTree Mareelites remember Ant-Man was a founder of The Avengers,
appeared s Giant Man with 1ssue #2, ind left the group in #16.
Guliath weiit on 16 become ane of the “angst-ridden” Lee herves,
developing size changing-induced psychoses, and finally marrying
The Wasp in Avengers #60 as yet anuther mearmation, Yellowiacket.)

Ant-Man/Gitat-Man has slways goiten 2 bad rap from fandom
0 general. In comics-eelated wndwlogies he's cither listed 25 4n "OK”
character. one who “iever seemed to cut it, " or simply a5 2 "joke.”
[renicatly, he was beid up to national adicule, and practically no oge
knew whu he was when it was being done. I'in referring to the classic
Suturduy Nite Live sketch with the super-hero party, where Garrett
Murris as Ant-Man gets razzed by 2 John Belushi Hulk and a Dan
Akroyd Flash. He becarne the Rudney Dangerfield of Marvel super-
hieroes: frankly, he deserved a little betrer. To ine ar least, Henry Pym,
Phe Astonishing Ant-Man was, af in all, a decent hero for his time. %
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