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Jack

The following were originally written for
fack Kirby's 1987 birthday surprise party:

16 years ago, DC Comics asked me to write the
editorial pages for the first issues of Jack Kirby's
New Gods, Forever People, and Mister Miracle, In it,
[ waxed poetic (okay, back then the best | could
muster was waxing deep purple, bordering on the

Mty Mernories of Jack L

Kirb

Ceiebration

y

ultra-violet) on Jack's ieredible creativity, con-
stant, never-ending mmagination. and the bril-
lianice of his art. At the end of this little love poem ta
the man who was unquestioningly the greatest
superhero comics creator of all time, | said that one
day, when Mar traveled to the stars, they would
undoubtedly find Jack Kirby's signature in the
lower right+hand comer (or maybe it was lower
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baginning. This struck mis as -mmmmm-mﬂuanfmum-é“
He seerned far more interssted in his soltages than in his comios. This struck me as
# sad thing, hecause he will foraver be associnted with comics, yet here ha was
 working with e type of art losa mﬁslil_qto mast, but more interesting to him,
Jack Kirby crested some wonderful comice art that should and win be remem-
bered. (My favorite is Kamandi) But there was more 1o him than somics, That shoutd

be remembered, too.
~ ERIC SHANQWER
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. few men in comics for

left-hand comer, but you know what | mean),

These passing years have done nothing to lessen
my opinian. Jack Kirby remains the greatest super-
hers creator of them all. Mobody has or probably
willcome close to equaling natenly the sheer power
af his work, but the scope of his imagination and his
uncanny abiilty to create brilfiant icon characters
after characters,

Think of it this way. Jack Kitby —and ondy Jack
Kirby ~wasamajor and guiding force in comles for
every decade superhera comics have existed. No-
body else can come close to making that statement.
In the "s0s. he drew a stary in the very first issue of
Captain Marvel He co-created Capfain America,
Newsboy Legion, The Guardian, Manhunter, sand-
man and many others. in the "sos, heco-created the
lave comics genre, Boy's Ranch (my favorite of all
Kirby comics), Chaflengers of the Unknown, Fight-
ing Atnerican, and many more. In the '603, he was
responsible for the style and ceation of aimost
every Marvel character, in the ‘70, he created The
New Gods, The ForeverPeop e, Mr. Miracle, Kamandi,
The Eternals and more, And in the ‘8os, he made
legitimate the idea of independent comics with his
workon Captain Victory
and more.

Put it this way:
Marvel's Handbaokand
OC's Who's Who would
be Issues shorter by far
without Jack Kirby's
brilliant creations.

I am very happy te
be included here in
Fraising one of the very

whomcanhonestly say
thatwithouthim fwould
not be where { am to-
day. -

Afair number of people
have set the refatively
found-heeted worid of
comic books back on its
Instep once. Siegel and
Shuster did it with 5y-
perman. Bob Xang and
Bill Finger did it, to a
lesser extent, with Bar-
man, Will Eisner did it,
in a refated field, with
his Spirit comics sec-
Hons, C.C. Beck and the
boys at Fawcett did it
with Captam Marvel.
Almest riever, how-
ever, does anyone have
that kind of effect on
the field twice, let alone even more aftert, with
titeralty decades separaling the landmark events.
Butthen, there's never really been anyane quite like
jack Kirby in the comic book field. has there? of
caurse there hasn't .
Jack has knocked the field on its ear several
times, OncewithCapfainAmerrcain the early 1905,
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nize the power of his technical expertise and the
tmpact of his visual vocabulary, but above all his
work reveals the presenice of a vigorous and quest-
ing mind. in this respect he was an exampie to me,
and hopefuily, 1o us ail. 1 think he was quite simply
one of the great storytellers of our time.

— Steva Parkhouse

jack and his magnificent creations cast shadows
that go on lo infinity,

He was one of those wonderful human beings
wiiose fantastic, unlimited talent as an artist and
innovator was matched only by his kindness to all
who knew him, and 1 consider it a privitege to have
calied him “friend.”

— Don Heck

lack Kirby started with a proletarian sensibility,
pushed it very far, maybe as far as it will go, and
added inteiligence. Do that and you afways get
capital-A Arl. Muhammad Ali did it in boxing,
Stirling Moss in motor sports, Charlie Chaplin in
slapstick comedy. Like them, Jack changed the form
he chose to work in forever, for the better, and in
doing that, created its standards.

~ Dennis O'Nell

when | was i years old, | saw Captain America by
Jack Kivby. Even then, with noknowledge of comics
or art at all, | was aware that | was witness 1o
something wital. To this day, | still veflect the influ-
ence. The ensuing body of work Jack has produced
has been the yardstick by which t've measured my
efforts. Like the majority of my colleagues, 1 owe
jack Kirby much,

-~ john Romita

Greatness covers his tracks. Jack Kitby's accom-
plishments have been sa refentlessly imitated that
for many of us younger antists it's difficult to re-
member how unique — even radica! — he wouid
seem if so muchof our industry hadn't remade itself
in his image. It's a safe bet that if Kirby could
somehow be plucked from comics history, all those
spinner-racks and store shelves full of color would
biink out like a disconnected Christmas tree.

= Scatt McCloud

In an age of the exaltation of the primitive, the
dentiurgic, and the Dionysian, Jack Kirby's forvs
take on an archetypal quality with their unre-
strained erergy, brilliant freneticism, and synoptic
modes of violence. He was the contemporary era
unleashed and personified,

~ Burne Hogarth

jack Kirby is to cemic book art what Pablo Picasse s
to modern painting. One cannot seriously or prop-
erly approach the form without first acknowledg-
ing its master, ’

— Barry Windsor-Smith

wher | think “Kirby, " | see whirling gizmos,
bright explosions, {lashing lights, Hopl kachima
dolls and cubism He was the master and 'l)
follow him forever,

— Larry Marder
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fack Kirby was & living, breathing repositary of
talent. The scope of his imagination was awesome,
the power of his artwork breathtaking, and his
cinematicapproach tocontinuiy boggled the mind.

lack drew with hus emotions as much as with his
penci His chardcters five and mave with an energy
and & dynamism that were his trademark jor de-
cades,

He was a virtually mexhaustible wellspang of
fantastic new idexs, concepts and designs. Many
years ago, Jack se! a unique style of storytelling-
through-pictures, ard that style today is just as
valid and as inimitable as it was then.

Ouringhislong and memorable career, jack ieft
an indelille imprint on comics.
~—5tan Lee

Whaen | flest met Jack he was Jacoh Kurt:brerg. He was than simply In sesrch of
m‘dy-mptwmqm-ndom-hopulhnullgnoﬂmlt.m-th'vwm
unnmb-r-dlncr:-sa'twut-aop'wumﬂungmmthmammdioﬂuod
with artiste, latterers, backgr ders, presided over by & workling srtist/owner wha
mwummdthmhmanmwﬁMrm. The studio,
not unilke an Egyptian galley whip, produced 8 complets comic book ready for
camers to publishers coming inta the newly burgsoning comics fleid.
Moltdth.nthtldﬂﬂﬁdhﬂﬂ“hﬂh&tﬂddﬁ_hﬂﬂ.d.ﬂk%thﬂlﬂfby,
depending on tha featurs. He was » Johe Gacfisld typs who onge offered to
“protect” me against & mafiosc sssking e snforss continustion of our towsl
servica. Intersstingly, the festures he undertock at Blener & Iger were not the
superherc anes. Rather, he produced The Cowst of Monte Chisto, the first Classiks
mmmmmwmmmnmmuwmmmm
He drew With o heavy hend. My mamary of him I8 that ke wae an ertistic sthists,
Wh.uh-hﬁth--hopmmanImq,;bmﬁ.,mmgwﬁmhwng
that he would like to “do™ one of s features. Kirby had schisved peer raspect.
|nwm-ddewm§cﬁ-'-m_--ﬁhwmwnn,

Out of tha iterns! fantesy r of clansis berows thet inhebited his compast rmar
milﬂﬁﬂum#ﬁw_&mmﬁghﬁhﬁpll@;
m-ﬂ-ﬁu-mum-umnmm-
- WILL EISNER i

= 8 TuTmieE s overvs el

The povwer soul sooges of Jok Hailog w iri

g, @l 1 2 aerse b Pedivs sl il sa s o % i o E & il For ovve § o bew | vl Bspwl

# Pyl warni ol Thuey oo el sy

sl ool Thad et as sl siioan

v slisry Ve g alialey 1| s os w Bpsrn % gibas sl v ennd i o s 1 all @ omres
o Massloss | arv ge atedl o

ilustey What mses can i

L= 0 J LEE)

MAARIL %S0 Wi PRy

sccomplishmant. it is repstitive to spesk of Kitby's staunch resistance and starmina
and the sevage battle with his pubitsivers, baslcally Marvel comles, over his righits
to characters snd ariginal art withheld from him s not his crestions snd not his
ovnarship by these oppugnent sdversaries. But his fight over decades and tha
withering, disastrous tofl this experienes had an his stamine and his hestth is too
sffecting to recall In detell. itis snough 1o say thet as & result of this wsnduring and
sroding conflict, avery cartoonist today who sver writes u contract and achleves a
non-contestable copyright for his charscter, title, and book. ns wall es a lifs-
snhancing monstary ratum, snd thoss novices yot to come into this ssiubrlous
professional arans, owe Jack Kirby » profound, dwep, reverentisl bow of thanks for
oiving them this gift. For without his sacrifice, this could never have happenad. And
lat us all give great thanks snd sverlasting scknowisdgment to Rox Wirty tar her
valiant shoulder-to-shoutder revistance through sl thees trying yesrs.

— BURNE HOGARTH
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