
Home

InstaO

Letter from alleged sexual assault survivor 
calls for increased transparency, praises 
campus resources

Posted by Ian Campbell on Thursday, Jun. 5 at 9:30 am. 

Update: A response from UO’s Senior Director of Communications Julie Brown has 
been added to the bottom of this post. 
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The survivor of an alleged March sexual assault involving three men’s basketball players 
released a statement Thursday morning through John Clune, her attorney.

Her statement comes almost three months after Damyean Dotson, Dominic Artis and 
Brandon Austin of Oregon’s basketball team allegedly raped her in two different 
locations: teammate Johnathan Loyd’s house and an apartment shared by Dotson and 
Artis.

While the alleged survivor remained anonymous, Clune — who has represented clients of 
high-profile cases including the sexual assault case against Kobe Bryant, a civil lawsuit 
against MLB player Johan Santana and the Florida State rape case involving Jamies 
Winston, a Heisman trophy winner — released the following statement on her behalf to 
The Emerald:

An open letter from a fellow Duck:

The past few months have, undeniably, been the hardest and most challenging time in 
my life. This is such an overwhelming experience and one that I hope that no other 
student on campus ever has to live through. Given what has transpired on campus 
recently, I have at times wondered whether I ever should have told anyone about what 
had happened.

I know a lot of people are angry. I am angry, too. I am angry with the culture that 
appears to exist in our athletic department that prioritizes winning over safety of our 
students. I cannot fathom how our basketball coach recruited someone who was in the 
middle of a suspension for another sexual assault to come to Eugene. I think that 
students, faculty, and other community members have been asking some very needed 
questions of our athletic department, and I am not satisfied with the answers they have 
provided. I think that we all deserve better explanations and real transparency.

Despite my frustration, it is important to me to thank the Dean of Students office. They 
have been very kind and supportive of me and I can’t thank them enough. I’m not sure I 
would still be on campus if it weren’t for their help.

I know this has stirred up a lot of issues on campus and some of them are bigger than 
my incident. My sincere hope, though, is that as a school UO can get through this and 
come out in a better place at the end. I still love our school and I want it to be the best 
and safest place anywhere in the country.
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The statement is the first from the alleged survivor. According to Eugene Police 
documents, she first met with officer John Loos on March 14 to report the crime that 
allegedly occurred March 8.

On March 18, the Wall Street Journal reported that Austin was under investigation in 
Rhode Island for a sexual assault allegedly committed while he attended Providence 
College back in November. Austin transferred to the University of Oregon after being 
suspended from the Providence team.

On April 14, Lane County’s District Attorney Alex Gardner concluded while it was clear 
the incident occurred the state would not press charges, citing insufficient evidence to 
prove criminal conduct.

In a May 9 press conference, Oregon men’s basketball head coach Dana Altman 
confirmed that the three players had been suspended on May 5, and that Dotson, Artis 
and Austin would not return to play basketball.

In response, Senior Director of Communication Julie Brown released this statement:

“There have been many comments made by individuals not directly involved and affected 
by the alleged incident until today’s open letter to the Daily Emerald. We sympathize with 
the challenging position that she finds herself in and support her right to express herself. 
We are pleased that she is continuing her education, and appreciate her pointing out the 
dedicated professionals in the Dean of Students office who work very hard to support 
each student while protecting privacy.”

• Bon 
Ask her why she changed her story, left the party in a taxi with three guys she didn’t 
want to be with and why the day after she got “raped” had sex with the same people + 
Joseph Young… THE VERY NEXT DAY! Maybe the culture isn’t to put winning over 
everything, maybe it is to lie because you got your feelings hurt and want to ruin three 
people’s lives. 

◦ Dan 
Accusation of lying is a very strong statement. You’d better have some proof of 
that.

◾ Heisenberg 
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Actually … proof that a heinous crime like rape was committed would be of a 
little higher priority.

◦ nadi1010 
Actually, many victims of sexual assault have sex with people right after they are 
raped. It’s a way to reclaim the power and control they lost after they were 
assaulted. It’s part of rape trauma syndrome-look it up.

• Heisenberg 
So, I fail to see how the DA’s Office saying “we don’t have enough to prosecute …” 
translates into the metaphorical tarring and feather of these three young men by 
booting them from school and by extension, the basketball team. All based on what 
outwardly appear to be dubious allegations. That said, I get that saying “There’s not 
enough to prosecute ..” does not equal “We think no wrongdoing occurred…” Is there 
any due process foe students the University wants to exit from the school? Seems like 
a kneejerk response that potentially ruined the lives of three young men.

• nicenips 
let me guess: she is gonna be suing the school shortly? ya?

◦ dbcouver 
Well that’s a guess. Another guess is she’ll be pressured into leaving. Another is 
the facts will eventually get out. Another is we will never know what happened. 
See how easy it is to guess? You can say anything you want in these wonderful 
public forums with no proof whatsoever of that which you speak.

• joe sixpack 
Let’s all agree that the young men in question behaved inappropriately. Disgusting 
behavior, and deservedly so were kicked off the team. For poor judgment if nothing 
else.
Inappropriate describes many behaviors here, including the Athletic Department and 
Coach Altman. They were aware of mis-conduct, and blinked…someone should lose 
their job. Even Altman.
Now for the alleged victim…after reading the police report…uh…her behavior wasn’t 
stellar either.
And lastly…ANYONE who has an attorney write and release a statement is hiding 
something…
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