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ENTRY ORDER 

Motion to allow appearance of defendant by telephone or video conference (Doc. 19) is 

DENIED. The purpose of the ENE program is to settle cases at the earliest appropriate 

opportunity. Michael Marks is one of the most effective mediators in northern New England. 

As in any mediation, the likelihood of reaching settlement is greatly diminished if one party is 

not physically present. The court is always willing to adjust the timing of the mediation to meet 

the parties' needs. But the core requirement that both sides sit down together in the same room 

with principals present in a good faith effort to resolve their differences, is a fixed requirement in 

virtually all cases, including commercial disputes between experienced business operators such 

as this one. A telephone call or a skype appearance is no substitute. 

Dated at Burlington, in the District ofVermont, this 20th day of 

Geoffrey W. Crawford, Judge 
United States District Court 


