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the common enemy of France and Spain for this rebelli

' ] 1 ellion ; he declared that
he had received a previous warning of it which he had not credjters un’?ii
the rebellion had burst upon him, and he was compelled to chastise the
offer}del's ; he assurf_ad them that the emperor was anxious to preserve the in-
tegrity of the Spanish monarchy without separating from it a single village
or exacting any war tax ; he exhorted the ministers of the church, the magis-
trates, geptllemen, landholders, and merchants to use their influence to kee
down sedition.d P

Meanwhile by Napoleon’s orders Charles IV, Mari i
a Louisa, and Godo

had been sent to Bayonne where Ferdinand awaited Napoleon’s,pleasure.a d

THE ROYAL FAMILY AT BAYONNE

Immediately after the arrival of the royal parents, with Napoleon’s
approval, Godoy being their principal and well-nigh only councillor, Ferdi-
nand was summoned, and in the presence of the foreign sovereign Charles
commanded him to restore the crown on the morning of the following day
by means of a pure and simple abdication, threatening him that, in event of
his refusal, he‘, his brothers, and all his suite should from that moment be
treated as exiles.

Napoleon supported him with energy, and when Ferdinand was about to
reply, his august father sprang from his seat, and attempted to strike him,
accusing him of wishing to deprive him of life as well as of his crown. The
queen, silent up to then, became enraged, outraging her son with insulting
affronts, being carried away to such a point by her ungovernable anger that,
according to Napoleon, she herself begged him to bring Ferdinand to the
scaffold, which demand, if true, coming from a mother, strikes one with
horror. Her son remained mute, and sent in his abdication, dated May 1st,
on these conditions: that the king his father should return to Madrid,
whither Ferdinand should accompany him, to be treated as his most dutiful
son ; that in presence of an assembly of the cortes Ferdinand should formally
renounce the crown, explaining his motives for so doing; that King Charles
should not take back with him to Spain any persons who had justly incurred
the nation’s hatred.

Chaxrles IV, as might be supposed, did not accede to his son’s conditions,
and on the 2nd sent him a written reply, in which, in the midst of various
severe though just reflections, Napoleon’s hand is discerned, and even his
expressions — such as: * Everything must be done for the people, and noth-
ing for himself; I cannot consent to any convocation of an assembly ; a new
suggestion of your inexperienced followers.” Such was Bonaparte’s invari-
able aversion to popular assemblies, although without them he might have
remained in the obscurity in which fate had placed him.

On the 5th of May, the report reached Bayonne of what had occurred in
Madrid on the Dos de Mayo. It was five in the afternoon; all were seated
save the prince. Charles repeated his former accusations, insulted Ferdi-
nand with asperity, blamed him for the rising and for the consequent
deaths; and, calling him a perfidious traitor, again warned him that unless
he resigned the crown he should be declared a usurper without delay, and he
and all his household looked upon as conspirators against the life of their
sovereign. On the 6th Ferdinand, being intimidated, made a pure and
simple abdication in favour of his father in the terms set down by the latter.
Charles had not waited for his son’s abdication to conclude a treaty with
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Napoleon by which he ceded to him the crown without any other restriction
than that of preserving the integrity of the kingdom and the Catholic
religion to the exclusion of all others. Small and petty even to the last,
Don Manuel Godoy only haggled obstinately over an article relating to pen-
sions. For the rest, the manner in which Charles gave up the crown
covered with shame the father, who with one blow indirectly deprived all
his sons of their succession to the throne. Airanged in a foreign land, in
the eyes of the world this abdication lacked the indispensable circumstance
of having been executed freely and willingly, above all being in favour of the
sovereign within whose territory this important article had been inserted in
the treaty.

So ended the reign of Charles IV ; and no one better than himself gives us
an exact and true idea of hislife than, when dining with Napoleon in Bayonne,
he expressed himself as follows: «“Every day, winter and summer, I went
hunting until twelve o’clock ; then I dined, and immediately returned to my
hunting until twilight. Manuel [Godoy] gave me the news, and I went to
bed, to begin the same life on the following day, unless some important cere-
mony prevented me.” Such was the manner in which the king had governed
for the space of twenty years. According to the sketch which he draws of
himself, he merits the same title [ fainéant] as that applied to various kings
of France of the Merovingian dynasty. Nevertheless, Charles possessed
qualities which might have made him shine as a king, and fulfil all the duties
of his high calling, but for his idleness and the weakness which caused him
to blindly give way to the queen’s will and irregular caprices. With another
wife than Maria Louisa, his reign would not have compared unfavourably with
that of his august predecessor, and although the situation of Europe was
very different, as a result of the French Revolution, yet, well governed and
without interior discord, Spain might perhaps have peacefully continued her
industries and advancement without upheavals and confusion. The abdica-
tion of Ferdinand in favour of Charles IV, and of the latter in favour of
Napoleon being formally drawn up, there yet lacked Ferdinand’s renounce-
ment of his rights as prince of Asturias, because although he had restored
the crown to his father on the 6th of May, he had not by this act renounced
his rights as immediate heir. It appears according to Don Pedro Cevallos ¥
that upon Ferdinand refusing to accede to this last concession Napoleon said,
“There is no medium, prince, between renouncement and death.” Others
deny this threat, and indeed it would seem strange that such rigorous
measures should have been resorted to with a person who had so clearly shown
his weakness.

The queen of Etruria, in spite of the flattering attention she had bestowed
on Murat and the French, was no happier in her negotiations than the rest
of her family. The Treaty of Fontainebleau could not be kept with her
son because Napoleon had promised the deputies of Portugal to maintain
the integrity of that kingdom; nor could indemnification be granted her
in Italy, as to allow any branch of the Bourbons to reign in that country
was contrary to Napoleon’s great views; the queen was compelled to be
satisfied with this reply, accept the pension allotted her, and submit to the
same fate as her parents.

During the stay of the prince of Asturias and the infantes in Bayonne
various plots were set on foot for their escape. A resident of Cevera de
Alhama received money from the supreme junta of Madrid for that purpose.
The duke of Mahon had sent the offer of a large sum from San Sebastian for
the same object. Ferdinand’s counsellors received the money in his name
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and by his orders, but the flight never took place, although several plans
were proposed. They would have required less vigilance on the part of the
French government and more courage on the part of the Spanish princes to
bring them to a successful ending.

The renunciations being formally executed, Napoleon lost no time in
despatching the members of the royal family of Spain to the interior of
France. Charles IV and his wife, the queen of Etruria and her children,
the infante Don Francisco, and the Prince of the Peace, left for Fontaine-
bleau on the 10th of May, and thence proceeded to Compiégne. On the
11th Ferdinand VII, his brother and uncle, the infantes Don Carlos and
"Don Antonio, left Bayonne; the palace of Valencay, the property of Prince
Talleyrand, being assigned as their residence.?
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Lad enjoined him to repair with all speed. Cuesta, with the army of Castily,
and Blake with that of Galietn, hod united af Rio Seeo, where their com-
. bined forees amounted to thirty thousand men.  Bessicves attaeked them on
' the Lith of July with little more than fifteen thousand.  The superior shill
' and diseipline of the Freneh very soon prevailed over their courage and
wwmbers. They lost five or six (housand men, killed and wounded, and
twelve hundred prisoners. The two generals threw the blame on each
other, and separated in mutual disgust. This vietory cost Bessicres ess
than four hundred men.  Joseph pursued his journey; and on the 20th
{ made his trivmphant entry into Madrid,  Orders had been given that the
streets throngh which the procession was to pass should be decorated, aceord-
ing to Spanish custom, by hanging tapestry, ete., from the windows, and
that the chureh bells should be rung. The inhabitants oheyed; but the
tapestry they hung out was old, dirty, and ragged, and the bells tolled as
for o funcral. The meanest of the populace secorned to pick up the monay
seattered amongst them as the king passed, leaving it to the French soldiers
and the theatres, which were opened gratis in honour of the day, weve filled
only by Frenehmen. The couneil of Castile, which had previously scemed
disposed Lo submit, refused to take the oath required of them to the new
sovereign mud constitution, alleging that both must first receive the sanetion
of the nation through the cortess and the Spanish soldiers, who did duaty
jointly with the Freneh, deserted by whole guards atoa time, leaving not o
single sentinel at his post. The first tidings veceived by Joseph at Madrid
were in harmony with the character of his reception.

Dupont had advanced prosperously, defeating all who apposed him, as far
as Cordova, which he ook by storm, but almost, without resistance. However,
Castanos, an old soldier, attacked Dupont. with abont double his numbors,
and gained w ovietory so complete that at. Baylen, whither four days of
engagement i drawn the Freneh main body, and upon the very day
of Josepl’s entrance into Madrid, Dupont, with nearly twenty thousand
nen, surrendered upon condition of heing sento with his whole corps to
France. The terms of the capitulation were afterwards broken by the
vindictive rage of the pewsantry, whom their generals could nol control,
Numbers were put to deathy and the resty instead of being sent to Franee,
! were confined in the hulks in the bay of Cadiz, where they suffered every
kind of misery, and the greater part perished.e Inoits moral effects the
battle of Baylen was one of those events which, insiguificant in themselves,
cause greal changes in the affairs of nations. The defeat of Rio Huvn.‘ﬂus
prepurations of Moneey for a second attack on Valenein, the miserable plight
of Suragrossa, the despondency of the ablest men of Spain, and the disgust
and terror generally excited by the exeesses of the populace, weighed heav
on the Spanish eause: one victory more, and the moral as well as the physis
eal foree of Spain would have been erushed. The vietory of Baylen opened
as it were a new erater for Spanish pride, vanity, and arvogance; the glory
of past ages seemed to bo renewed, every man thought himself a Cid, anel,
i in the surrender of Dupont, saw, not the deliveranee of Spain, but the

bnmediate conquest of France,  * We are obliged to our friends the Bng-
lish,” was o common phrase among than when conversing with the oflicers
of Sir John Moore's army 3 *we thank them for their goodwill, we shall
escort them through Franee to Calads, the journey will be pleasanter than o
| lone voyage : they shall not have the trouble of fighting the French, and
we shiadl he pleased to have them spectators of our victories™  This absurd
contidence might lueve led to great things, hut it was a voiee —-nothing more. b

_
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supersede him, and, as it proved, each other. The nomination of one of
these could not be blamed, for Sir John Moore then certainly ranked higher
in public estimation as a general than Sir Arthur Wellesley; but Sir Harry
Burrard and Sir Hew Dalrymple had never been in situations to display
military capacity. Sir Harry Burrard arrived on the very day that the
reinforcements joined Sir Arthur; and with all the caution of old age refused
to sanction the advance of an army deficient in cavalry and artillery horses,
especially as ten thousand men were daily expected with Sir John Moore.

On th_e morning of the 21st, Junot fell upon the British army, with the
impetuosity characterising his countrymen and Napoleon’s warriors. They
were, however, repulsed in every attack; the defects of the position, and the
almost total want of cavalry, were immediately remedied by the ability of
the general, and the loss was far greater on the side of the French, and less
on that of the British, than at Roliza. The battle was over by noon; a
considerable portion of the army had not been engaged, and Sir Arthur
proposed to follow up his victory, pursue the retreating enemy, cut him off
from Lisbon, and thus deliver the capital from the French yoke. Again
Burrard’s caution prevailed to forbid the pursuit, and still the army remained
at Vimeiro.

Sir ITarry Burrard’s authority expired almost as soon as he had thus
unfortunately used it ; and on the 22nd Sir Hew Dalrymple landed to take the
supreme command. On the evening of the same day, before he could well
malke himself master of the state of affairs, General Kellermann was sent by
Junot to the British camp to propose an armistice, and the evacuation of
Portugal by the French troops upon conditions. Such as it was, the so-called
Convention of Cintra was signed, and Portugal delivered from her conquerors,
on the 80th of August, within a month of General Wellesley’s landing.

The authority of Queen Maria and the prince-regent was now restored
throughout Portugal. Sir Hew Dalrymple reinstated the council of regency
appointed by the prince at his departure, and began his preparations for
entering Spain. He was, however, recalled to stand a sort of trial for con-
cluding the Convention of Cintra which provoked wild rage in England; Sir
Harry Burrard and Sir Arthur Wellesley returned home to give evidence
upon the subject, and the command devolved upon Sir John }\Io.ore.

About sixty thousand French troops were now left in Spain. But the
British army with all its reinforcements did not exceed twenty-five thousand
men. Sir John Moore was of a temperament rather desponding than san-
guine: although a brave and able officer, he had not the self-reliance charac-
feristic of a master-mind, and the conduct of the Spaniards abundantly
justified Dbis mistrust of the allies, in co-operation with whom he was re-
quired to risk an army too valuable to be rashly hazarded, but too small
singly to engage the French forces now concentrated upon the Ebro. But
now that Spanish energy had driven the mtr_uswe'kmg and his foreign
troops almost to the foot of the Pyrenees, Spanish pride deemed all accom-
plished, and the restraints that had compelled union were no more. Provin-
cial ambition, local, and even individual interests, jealousy, and intrigue
tainted the patriotism of the juntas.

Meanwhile discussions were going on as to the mc_>de gf government to be
adopted. Florida-Blanca, the president of the Murcian junta, and the Coun-
cil of Castile (which, on the evacuation of Madrid, had.. there assumed the
reins of government) strongly pointed out the necessity of some central
executive power, and the evils resulting from the existing anarchy of inde-
pendent juntas. The convocation of the cortes, or the choice of a Sicilian

o it
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junta became a arenf. On tl Fr L

bod{\}ﬂedl towarcll)s? Badsion, n the approach of the French armies the whele
apoleon appeared Lefore Madrid on the 2nd of De

) | 2 cember, sum-
E}ll(;ned 1‘;11.(—: city to surrender, with fearful threats in case of resis.‘c;ianlgfa1 11(1)1n
Sess;ggn‘l)}ng;} }?f th? oth L\florla surrendered Madrid. The emperor took pos
‘ ¢ palace of the kings of Spain; and in his pr fons
: palac ocl S
tlrn‘ela.tened the Spaniards that, unless by their conduct they ea£1e3 it]'rggéljl’?:
pardon, he would find another kingdom for his brother, and make Si)alin a

Cuenca

French province. Such threats were not adapted to conciliate the haughty
Spaniards ; and the really beneficial decrees he promulgated, diminishing
the exorbitant power of the clergy and the number of monks and nuns, by
exasperating the whole ecclesiastical body, confirmed the nation in its
enmity to him and his dynasty. Regardless of this enmity, however,
Napoleon prepared to overrun and subjugate Portugal and the south of
Spain with his grand army, whilst a division of thirty-five thousand men
again besieged Saragossa. The central junta continued its fight to Seville,
and the troops, which the different generals had rallied in considerable num-
bers, prepared to defend the Sierra Morena and the Tagus.

MOORE'S FAMOUS RETREAT

Moore’s situation was unquestionably one of great difficulty. The
French are stated to have had two hundred thousand men in Spa_in; he
could not bring into the field above twenty-five thousand ; Madrid had
fallen ; and of the Spanish armies nothing remained within his reach but
the few thousands, half clothed and half armed, that La Romana was endeav-
ouring to organise. Moore had lost all confidence in Spanish professions. and
was convinced that Frere, who vehemently urged him to attempt something,
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was deceived by his zeal in the Spanish cause and his ignorance of the
Spanish character. Nevertheless Moore resolved to make such a diversion
as should recall Napoleon from the south and from Portugal, and, if possi-
ble, to destroy Soult, who was within his reach with inferior numbers, before
he could be reinforced. But he undertook this bold and generous enter-
prise with a heavy heart, and, as appears from his own letters, as sacrificing
his own judgment to what he knew were the expectations of the British
public. Moore began his movement on the 11th, effected his junction with
Baird, and reached Sahagun on the 21st of December. There he halted two
days for his supplies, meaning to attack Soult on the 24th. But on the 23rd
he received information that Napoleon, upon hearing of his advance, had
suspended all his operations in the south and west, and was marching in full
force against the English. The projected diversion was thus accomplished;

)

LisBoN 1IN 1800
(Frow an old Spanish print)

and he began his retreat towards Galicia, where he proposed embarking, and
carrying his army southwards to join the Spanish forces collecting in Anda-
lusia. The retreat was most disastrous. Officers and men disliked it ; the
bonds of discipline were early relaxed, and the bulk of the army was a mere
drunken mob, never resuming any semblance of order or propriety except
when there appeared a prospect of a battle. Then all were again found
British soldiers.c

Before discussing this famous disaster we may quote the words of H.
M. Stephens,? who, after calling Moore “the only English general who has
gained lasting fame by the conduct of a retreat,” and referring to his death
as showing “how a modern Bayard should die in battle—every thought for
others, none for himself,” thus sums up his position in history :

“It may be possible, in the face of his heroic death, to exaggerate
Moore’s actual military services, but his influence on the British army can-
not be overrated. The true military spirit of discipline and of valour, both
in officers and men, had become nearly extinet during the American war.
Abercromby, who looked back to the traditions of Minden, was the first to
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:?Euzlﬁlgtl 1123 1?; €Vviveit, and his work was carried on by Moore.
rerie aﬁ(l it1eg11nents at ,Shqrnchffe was the answer to the ney Frin:
ﬂloérezs - ‘W'ELS left to Wellington to show the success of the exlwrizf
oor ‘1 1\1618 a8 a statesman are shown in hig despatches written at U
11‘13<tllc‘;&s ‘{)11( 1e had the truest gift of a great man —that of judging e,

may be noticed that, while Wellington perpetually grumbled at tie lnx
glunhtlfab of his officers and formed no school, Moore’s name is associated w’i‘t.h
Fle career of all who made their mark. Among generals, Hope, Graham, Sir
i. Paget, 11_111, and Craufurd, all felt and submitted to his ascendency, and of
younger officers it was ever the proud boast of the Napiers, Colborne the
Beckwiths, and Barnard that they were the pupils of Moore, not of Wel-
lmgtou.. Na,y_mo.re, he inspired an historian.  The description of Moore's
retreat in Napier? is perhaps the finest piece of military history in the Enc-
lish language, not only because the author was present, but because his Leart
was with the leader of that retreat; and, if Napier felt towards Wellinrtor,
as the soldiers of the Tenth legion felt towards Casar,! he felt towards M?u_;&
the personal love and devotion of a cavalier towards Montrose.”

We can do no better than quote at some length Napier’s famous aceonrn:
from his work, which has been favourably compared with those of Thuevdides,
Xenophon, and Caesar.a )

The formatic:

Napier's Story of Moore’s Retreat

That Moore succoured Spain in her extremity, and, in her hour of weak-
ness, intercepted the blow descending to crush her, no man of candour can
deny. Ior what troops, what preparations, what courage, what capucity
was there in the south to have resisted even for an instant the progress of a
man like Napoleon, who, in ten days and in the depth of winter, er e
the snowy ridge of the Carpentinos, had traversed two Lundred miles of
Lostile country, and transported fifty thousand men from Madrid to .\storza
in a shorter time than a Spanish courier would have taken to travel the s.ns
distance? "T'his stupendous march was rendered fruitless by the quickness
of Moore; but Napoleon, though he failed to destroy the English armyw
resolved, nevertheless, to cast it forth from the peninsula. Being Limse!
recalled to France by tidings that the Austrian storm was ready to burst. 1.2
fixed upon Soult to continue the pursuit. Including Laborde, Heudelet., anud
Loison’s division, nearly sixty thousand men and ninety-one guns were pu:
on the track of the English army. ]

Soult, nowise inferior to any of his nation, if the emperor be excepie i,
followed Moore with vigour. Nineteen thousand British troops pested In
strong ground might have offered battle to very superior numbgr}s N
where was the use of merely fighting an enemy who had three hundred thou-
sand men in Spain ? Nothing could be gained, but Moore might by a qu
retreat reach his ships unmolested, and carry his army from that DUITOW cuor-
ner to the southern provinces and renew the war under more Iu\-;_nf{ls‘..»‘f_
circumstances. But in the immense wine-vaults of Bembibre huﬂnure‘\zi ol
men remained inebriated, the followers of 'the army crgwded the l’l(_m;\‘t?‘a., itf.“;f
many of Romana’s disbanded men were mixed with this heterg%-enemﬁ “3“,
of marauders, dranards, muleteers, women, anc}l) ﬁnldre::.t é.l&cl(rbeépgi\;{;
a small guard with them, proceeded to Calca ellos. 2 \Iw“-:w '~1:‘ s e
reserve took up a position, Baird marched to Herrerias, and Moore went ont

(S

1

[* These are Napier’s words in dedicating his great work to Wellington.}
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Villa Franca; but in that town also great excesses had been committed by the
preceding divisions; the magazines were plundered, the bakers driven from
the ovens, the wine-stores forced, the commissaries prevented making the
regular distributions; the doors of the houses were broken, and a scandalous
insubordination then showed a discreditable relaxation of discipline by the
officers. Moore arrested this disorder, and caused one man taken in the act
of plundering a magazine to be hanged in the market-place.

Under the most favourable circumstances, the tail of a retreating force
exhibits terrible scenes of distress, and on the road near Nogales the follow-
ers of the army were dying fast from cold and hunger. The soldiers, bare-
footed, harassed, and weakened by their excesses at Bembibre and Villa
Franca, were dropping to the rear by hundreds, while broken carts, dead
animals, and the piteous spectacle of women and children, struggling or fall-
ing exhausted in the snow, completed a picture of war, which like Janus has
a double face.

The British army was not provided tofight above one battle ; there were no
draught cattle, no means of transporting reserve ammunition, no magazines, no
hospitals, no second line, no provisions: a defeat would have been ruin, a
victory useless. A battle is always a serious affair; two battles in such cir-
cumstances, though both should be victories, would have been destruction.
A terrible storm of wind and rain, mixed with sleet, commenced as the army
broke up from the position at Lugo; the marks were destroyed, the guides
‘lost the true direction, only one of the divisions gained the main road, the
other two were bewildered, and when daylight broke the rear columns were
still near to Lugo. The fatigue, the depression of mind occasioned by this
misfortune, and the want of shoes broke the order of the march, stragglers
became numerous, and unfortunately Baird, thinking to relieve the men dur-
ing a halt which took place in the night, desired the leading division to take
refuge from the weather in some houses a little way off the road. Complete
disorganisation followed this imprudent act. The commander-in-chief, who
covered this march with the reserve and cavalry, ordered several bridges to
be destroyed, but the engineers failed of success in every attempt.

As the troops approached Corunna, on January 12th, 1809, the general’s
looks were directed towards the harbour, but an expanse of water pain-
fully convinced him -that to fortune at least he was in no way beholden;
contrary winds still detained the fleet at Vigo, and the last consuming exer-
tion made by the army was rendered fruitless. The men were put into
quarters, and their leader awaited the progress of events. The reserve was
posted between the village of E1 Burgo and the road of Santiago de Compos-
tella. Ior twelve days these hardy soldiers had covered the retreat, during
which time they traversed eighty miles of road in two marches, passed sev-
eral nights under arms in the snow of the mountains, were seven times en-
gaged, and now took the outposts having fewer men missing from the ranks,
including those who had fallen in battle, than any other division in the
army : an admirable instance of the value of good discipline, and a manifest
proof of the malignant injustice with which Moore has been accused of
precipitating his retreat beyond the measure of human strength.

Now a painful measure was adopted ; the ground in front of Corunna
is impracticable for cavalry, the horses were generally foundered, it was
impossible to embark them all in the face of an enemy, and a great number
were reluctantly ordered to be shot; worn down and foot-broken, they
would otherwise have been distributed among the French cavalry, or used
as draught cattle until death relieved them from procrastinated suffering.
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But the very fact of their being so foundered was one of the results of
inexperience ; the cavalry had come out to Corunna without proper equip-
ments, the horses were ruined, not for want of shoes but want of hammers
and nails to put them on. Soon the French gathered on the Mero, and
Moore sought a position of battle. On the evening of the 14th the trans-
ports from Vigo hove in sight ; the dismounted cavalry, the sick, the best
horses, and fifty pieces of artillery were embarked, six British and three
Spanish guns being kept on shore for action. When Laborde’s division
arrived, on the 15th, the French force was not less than twenty thou-
sand men, and Soult made no idle evolutions of display. Distributing his
lighter guns along the front of his position, he opened a fire from the heavy
battery on his left, and instantly descended the mountain with three columns
covered by clouds of skirmishers. The ground about that village was inter-
sected by stone walls and hollow roads ; a severe scrambling fight ensued, the
French were forced back with great loss, but, being reinforced, renewed
the fight beyond the village. Major Napier,! commanding the 50th, was
wounded and taken prisoner, and Elvina then became the scene of another
contest. The line of the skirmishers being supported vigorously, checked
the advance of the enemy’s troops in the valley ; at the same time the centre
and left of the army also became engaged, and a furious action ensued along
the line, in the valley, and on the hills. Sir John Moore, while earnestly
watching the result of the fight about the village of Elvina, was struck on
the left breast by a cannon-shot.

Notwithstanding this great disaster the troops gained ground, and when
the night set in, their line was considerably advanced beyond the original
position of the morning, while the French were falling back in confusion.
Their disorder facilitated the original plan of embarking during the night.
Hope, upon whom the command had devolved, resolved therefore to ship
the army, and so complete were the arrangements that no confusion or diffi-
culty occurred ; the pickets kindled fires to cover the retreat, and were
themselves withdrawn at daybreak to embark under the protection of Hill’s
brigade, which was in position under the ramparts of Corunna.

When the morning of the sixteenth dawned, the French, seeing the Brit-
ish position abandoned, pushed some battalions to the heights of San Lucia,
and about midday opened a battery on the shipping in the harbour. This
caused great confusion amongst the transports, several masters cut their

1 The author’s eldest brother; he was said to be slain. When the French renewed the
attack on Elvina, he was somewhat in advance of that village, and alone, for the troops were
scattered by the nature of the ground. Being hurt in the leg, he endeavoured to retire, but was
overtaken, and thrown to the ground with five wounds; a French drummer rescued him, and
when a soldier with whom he had been struggling made a second attempt to kill him, the drum-
mer once more interfered. The morning after the battle Marshal Soult sent his own surgeon to
Major Napier, and, with a kindness and consideration very uncommon, wrote to Napoleon, desir-
ing that his prisoner might not be sent to France, which from the system of refusing exchanges
would have ruined his professional prospect ; the drummer also received the cross of the Legion
of Honour. When the 2nd corps quitted Corunna, Marshal Soult recommended his prisoner
to the attention of Marshal Ney. The latter, treating him rather with the kindness of a friend
than the civility of an enemy, lodged him with the French consul, supplied him with money,
gave him a general invitation to his house, and not only refrained from sending him to France,
but when by a flag of truce he knew that Major Napier’s mother was mourning for him as dead,
he permitted him, and with him the few soldiers taken in the action, to go at once to England,
merely exacting a promise that none should serve until exchanged. I would have not touched
at all upon these private adventures, were it not that gratitude demands a public acknowledg-
ment of such generosity, and that demand is rendered more imperative by the after misfortunes
of Marshal Ney. That brave and noble-minded man’s fate is but too well known. He who had
fought five hundred battles for France, not one against her, was shot as a traitor! Could the

bitterest enemy of the Bourbons have more strongly marked the difference between their interests
and those of the nation ?

‘;‘ﬁ
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cables, and four vessels went on shore, but the troops were rescued by the men-
of-war’s boats, the stranded vessels burned, and the fleet got out of harbour.
Hill then embarked at the citadel, which was maintained by a rearguard
under Beresford until the 18th, when, the wounded being all on board, the
troops likewise embarked ; the inhabitants faithfully maintained the town
meanwhile, and the fleet sailed for England. The loss of the British, never
officially published, was estimated at eight hundred ; of the French at three
thousand. The latter is probably an exaggeration, yet it must have been great.
From the spot where he fell, the general was carried to the town by his
soldiers ; his blood flowed fast and the torture of the wound was great ; yet
the unshaken firmness of his mind made those about him, seeing the resolu-
tion of his countenance, express a hope of his recovery : he looked steadfastly
at the injury for a moment, and said : “ No, I feel that to be impossible.”
Several times he caused his attendants to stop and turn round, that he might
behold the field of battle ; and when the firing indicated the advance of the
British, he discovered his satisfaction and permitted the bearers to proceed.
When life was almost extinet, with an unsubdued spirit, as if anticipating the
baseness of his posthumous calumniators, he exclaimed : “I hope the people
of England will be satisfied. I hope my country will do me justice.” Ina
few minutes afterwards he died, and his corpse, wrapped in a military cloak,
was interred by the officers of his staff in the citadel of Corunna. The guns
of the enemy paid his funeral honours, and Soult with a noble feeling of
respect for his valour raised a monument to his memory on the field.>

A Spanish Opinion of the Retreat

English historians, especially Napier,b are so severe in their aspersions on
the Spanish that it is only fair to give the words of a Spanish historian and
contemporary, the count de Torefio, who says :

«“The residents of Corunna with disinterested zeal not only assisted the
English, but also kept faith with them, and did not immediately surrender
the fortress, a noble example rarely given by towns when they see themselves
abandoned by those from whom they expected protection and aid. So ended
General Moore’s retreat, censured by some among his own compatriots,
upheld and even praised by others. Leaving the investigation and eriticism
of this campaign to military men, we are of opinion that the chance of being
compelled to fight before his troops embarked, and also his having ended his
days honourably on the field of battle, have lent lustre to the glory and good
name of General Moore. For the rest, if a veteran well-disciplined army
such as the English, provided with abundant supplies, began a retreat before
combating, in the progress of which retreat there were witnessed such dis-
orders, such damage, such scandals, who can wonder that there were disorders
and confusion in the Spanish retreats, executed after fighting, with an army
of raw recruits, lacking all resources, and in their own country ? We do not
say this to detract from British glory, but in defence of our own, so reviled
by certain English writers — by those indeed who took part in this disastrous
campaign.” f

FRENCH SUCCESSES

In Catalonia an attempt by the Spaniards to recover Barcelona was
defeated by St. Cyr, who likewise took Rosas. In Galicia La Romana shel-
tered himself and his little band amidst the mountains, whilst Soult overran
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the province ;5 Clorunna surrender
were safe onn board, and Ferr
squadron in its port,

- o T ’
. t911 the 2.:11@. of January, 1809, Joseph returned to Madrid. His second

nt}‘mce dog'g: not appear to have called forth the same demonstrations of
i'lflc i?\lrlgll ge_(;nllig t'{mslth% firstf. The municipality and the several councils
received hiv 1th lou rofessions of loyalty, and al i ok
e ored I allogimot P yalty, and all the population took

%ﬂl‘ﬂ«g ossa had been invested by Marshal Moncey the 20th of December,
1806, and summoned to surrender; Palafox gave the answer that mioht be
expected from his conncluct in the former siege, and with his brave tow}:;smen
prepared to stan@ a second, yet more destructive. For a while the
l:mg‘mshed, and dissension existed amongst the besieging generals. Dut, on
the ‘22m1 of Janwuary, 1809, Lannes assumed the command ; and on the 1st
of February the besiegers forced their entrance into the town, and for thre.
weeks the struggle, street by street and house by house, was maintained,
with all the circumstamnces of affecting heroism recorded on the former ceeq.
sion.  But the numbers that had thronged to defend Saragossa were Ler
bane : pestilence was engendered in the crowded cellars, and proved a vet
more deadly foe thamn the French. The posts were manned by hospital
Datients, sitting, because they could not stand ; Palafox was in his bed
delirious; and on the 22nd of February the junta capitulated. Lannes
violuted the capitulation in many points, and sent Palafox, whose liberty hail
been stipulated, prisoner to France. The central junta loaded the city and
all its inhabitants and defenders with praises, honour, and rewards.?

The re-conquest of Portugal was now the object of the French. Soult
wias appointed governor of that kingdom, and ordered to invade it from the
north, whilst Vietor and Lapisse were to co-operate with him, the former in
the south, and the latter from Ciudad Rodrigo.

Soult took Oporto by storm on the 29th of March, fixed his headquarters
there, and seems to have meditated becoming king of northern Lusitania, if
not of Portugal. IBut Oporto was the limit of his conquest. Behind Lim
La Romanz, who had rallied his constantly increasing army, found New full
cmployment, and Silveira was again master of Tras-os-Montes. In the south
Victor could mot innvade Alemtejo till he should have defeated Cuesta und
the HEstreinaduran army; and Lapisse could not make himself master of
Ciudad Rodrigo, which was defended chiefly by Sir Robert Wilson with his
Lusitaniann legion.  This legion was the first attempt, in the course of t’e
war, to improve the Portuguese soldiers, by placing them under }%%‘1{15;1
officers. “L'he prince of Brazil was induced to send General Beresford K
commission as field-marshal and general-in-chief of the Portuguese army.
With this commission, Beresford landed early in March, and 1mme§u}t§i‘}
proceeded. to train the troops and to place over _thex? bas mful])' e“e;]t;; e
Inglish officers as he tl:aoufl%: natmItz_;Ll Jecasllcgfgbwoulc ear (always,

sY minally commande a native . _ )
cvul’&o]:lozmgil:;{:le }irs calculated to yhave had at this time about 270,000 men in
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ed to him as soon as the English treop.

ol followed its example, delivering Ul the

siege

i i is ify this siege and called Sarazo
1 As Napicer ? points out, however, though the Spanish glorify : lled Sarag:
‘e %p'[;in ” I;rc‘»\il ifer II))mverY s i Deprive’ the transaction of its ga&zzhx_]tg cc;loplcs. I;m& 11112: ix;\e\ s ¢
hirty-il ¥ i i i tions, and despite of circumstances p
Thirty-five thousand French, inthe midst of insurrec X f mstances pecy
y housand of the bravest and most energetic in s
favourable to the defence, reduced fifty t d of il st energetic mew i 5
f y tated ? Gerona indeed, althouglh
The latter suffered nobly, but was their example imi 4 o e e fte o
rated, rivs erhaps 1nore than rivalled, the glory of Saragossa; lsewh rex fute spox.
ht)‘zt:l(‘]l{nﬁge?g}foﬁzalfled tg arouse, but with a wailing voice that carried dismay to the Leart of the
- e—4 -
nation.’’]
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lrixté%i f-hd 50, &Jnd Galicia remained thenceforwar
o A POSTESS southwards the two marshals were joined by Mortier,
Soult rersd £y ‘ ¥ Mortier, and
B TR Om Napoleon the command of the combined corps with
wom:r‘s tlo m; oo 1;{pon the English and Cuesta. The Spaniards stationed to
.tfliilq lc, 1ef mao inlt ain passes fled ; and Sir Arthur led the British army against
Ax; ‘1ew- loe, P oTusting to gllesta the maintenance of the post of Talavera.
- apprehension of Vietor's advancing anew induced Cuesta to evacuate

_l'nhwem, a,ncg he hastened_after Wellesley, leaving fifteen hundred British
w 0111}(1&3(1 to the emnemy, whilst it is said many of his own carts were removed
empty. This step, and Soult’s advance in

' ‘ In unexpected strength, exposed Sir
il)\ll(:’:tl:l(l};lg(r)l 1;%3 (13)1;1;‘1:01}35 flrom lzﬁrtuggl. 1fhis1 troops were starving ; aﬁd as the
he retreated to 1gal was the point chiefly insisted upon in his instructions,

‘ eated 2_frontier position on the Guadiana. Veneoas was defeated
ab Almonacid. Blake’s army of Aragon and Valencia had been beaten and
dispersed ; and  the fall of Spain appeared to be inevitable. Venecus'
repeated defeats had now made him so unpopular that the command of Lis
army was taken from him. h

Meanwhile the central junta exerted themselves to r
army, whiclh haudl been surprised and half destroyed by the enemy since irs
separation from the English ; and they thought of removing the unmanage-
able general. A paralytic stroke saved them that trouble, by c-ompeﬁi:;xg
him to resigmn. "Lhe command of the principal army of fifty thousand men
was given to A reizaga who was ordered to free Madrid, befove the reinforce-
ments, set at liberty by the end of the Austrian war, could reach Spain.
The same peculiarity of the Spanish character, namely, assuming as done
whatever is promised, or even wished, seems to have convinced the inexperi-
enced statesmery of the central junta that the general they had sent to con-
quer could not Toe beaten, and that a decree, ordering the English army to be
well supplied, mnast answer every purpose, though they took no measures for
procuring the provisions or the cattle requived.  Lord Wellington remained
in his cantonments; and on the 17th of November, Areizaga was totally
defeated at Ocafia. The French now menaced Portugal: the British general
was prepared foxr its protection.

The Frenely were masters of nearly all Spain north of the Sierra Morena,
with the excejption of Galicia, Valencia, and Catalonia; and in this last
province, although it resisted most stoutly, the French army, under St. Cyr,
held the field, and Gerona, one of the most important fortresses not in their
hands, fell in December, after emulating the glory of Saragossa during
a seven months’ siege.l But their garrisons were distressed, and their
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d unmolested by invaders.

einforce Cuesta's

[!Lafuente ¢ gives the following incidents of the siege of Gerona: ¢ The holy patron of $Le’
town, St. Narcissus, was named generalissimo, it being to his protection and mtexcessi?zi:t:x‘s:
the devout residents attributed their safetyin the attacks and dangers of the wars of past ::E.tg.
Of the 900 men who garrisoned the fortress of Monjuich 511 soldiers and 18 officers lafaalo%erAade' .
and nearly all the rest were wounded before it was abandoned. Tt cost the French’u',‘ mderr b ,
conquer the ruins. Whenever the limited number of the garrison permitted, A xfa.hezQ ot f‘ve :
sallics tobe made Y smallbodies of men. Itis related how, onthe occasion of ong oft E‘f.z.ﬂ“: =
the olficer who was to direct it was asked where he would take refuge in case of necessizy. * 1=

> cemetery,’ replied. . o s
the "'f’wheelxzr’l\Thocirengoer had set in the town was ravaged by pestilence, while 1t“:s:]; :
from the horrors of famine. Even the most unclean animals were bought at ar;‘ ‘e;_t\".} s
price and devoured. Emaciated, and no less hungry than the men, the very Bﬁuewst‘:eéus an:
and ate one anothier. Pools of stagnant water full of refuse were seen in slheltér ets seats
B e e venl Bosphals ok e 11
the air was pestilential and disease was abroad ; ! D O e tits of the stronzes
sick. During thhe mnonth of November, 1,378 soldiers alone die - ¢ g T O e S vna aw

st valiant, | an to fail, and yet the dauntless governor A}vmez se.lze r ha iy tarned 27
:llxx(t):bftal:)?ssyx}ite;’S%spatched’by thz Trench general to advise him to surrender. And upon Lea
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irregular Portuguese troops were treated with wanton cruelty, and their
women exposed to the grossest outrage from the French soldiery, until
almost every individual in the Spanish guerilla bands, and the Portuguese
irregulars, had a private injury to revenge ; and even sympathy in their
resentments can barely palliate the sanguinary temper in which that revenge
was sought. And to these personal motives of exasperation was added a
deep sense of religious horror, since the French emperor had seized upon
the estates of the church, upon Rome itself, and carried Pope Pius VII,
who refused to sanction his spoliation, a prisoner to France. From the
influence of so many various feelings, the whole of Spain was now overrun
by flerce guerillas, and Joseph, in fact, was only master of the places actually
occupied by French soldiers. .

As soon as the French movements threatened Portugal, Lord Wellington
could not hope, with 27,000 British, and 30,000 nearly untried Portuguese
troops, to defend Portugal against 80,000 French veterans, led by an able
genegal, and supported by bodies of 30,000 or 40,000 men, acting as a rear-
guard.

THE LINES OF TORRES VEDRAS

The British commander was even then directing the construction of
those military works, known as the lines of Torres Vedras, by which the
naturally strong ground covering Lisbon was rendered nearly impregnable ;
and his main object upon the frontier appears to have been retarding the
enemy’s advance, until those lines should be perfected and the harvest
gathered in. He intended that the inhabitants should then evacuate the
intermediate district, with all their provisions and movable property; and
that he himself, retreating to his lines, should draw Masséna into a desert
country, where the French marshal could not subsist his troops, and would
find himself confronted by a strong army, in an impregnable position, whilst
his rear and communications were harassed by militia and ordenanzas, the
proper name of the Portuguese armed peasantry.

Masséna, recently created by his imperial master, the prince of Essling,
dedicated the spring to assembling his army, and making preparations; nor was
it until he began the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo that the line by which he pro-
posed to invade Portugal was ascertained. That town was gallantly defended
by its governor, Herrasti, assisted by the guerilla chief, Sanchez, from the
4th of June till the 10th of July, 1810. When the place was no longer
tenable, Sanchez and his band, breaking through the besiegers, escaped, and
Herrasti capitulated. Lord Wellington’s plan required that he should
hazard no attempt to relieve the besieged,! but his menacing position had
long kept Masséna’s usually enterprising temper in check, and continued to
do so; for upwards of a month was suffered to elapse after the fall of

[* The Spanish historian, the count de Torefio,/ says of this siege:

« All the residents, without distinction of class, age, or sex, rushed to the assistance of the
troops. Lorenza, a woman of the people, distinguished herself among the women, being twice
wounded ; and even two blind men, one led by a faithful dog, employed themselves in useful
works, ever smiling and jovial, visiting the posts of greatest danger, crying out above the hissing
of the balls, ¢ Courage, boys; long live Ferdinand VII! Viva Ciudad Rodrigo!’

« The Spaniards were angered with the English for not assisting the town. Lord Wellington
had come thither from the Guadiana disposed, and even as it were in honour bound to compel the
French to raise the siege. In this case he could not put forward the usual excuse that the Span-
iards did not defend themselves, or that by their want of concert they caused the failure of the
well-matured plans of their allies. The marquis de la Romana came from Badajoz to Welling-
ton’s headquarters, and joined his prayers to those of the residents and authorities of Ciudad
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: siege to the neigh-
(‘iudad Rodrigo cre the French general proceeded to lay sieg g
oein 17U Almeida ' )
| - Tling . ere ‘ruption.
o e v foxﬁ*_ess, back as he advanced, offered no mtexluil‘puo :
B i ¢ oo Portuguese garrison in Almeida, anc
But an English officer commandedli%h((ei Jortug O B T
el vet 1 0dTIg0’S W . he 26t
tef X > than Ciudad . : ooted. An
e e ion of the principal powder magazine
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itulate. Masséna concentrated his forces about the middle of Septem
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and prepared, as he hoped, to drive the British to their ships. Lord Well-
Ington arranged his army upon the ridge of Busaco, and awaited the enemy.
The French troops scaled the steep ascent with daring alacrity, but were
driven down again with heavy loss. The French killed and wounded in
this battle are estimated at from five to six thousand, those of the allies
at twelve hundred: but perhaps not the least important event of the day was
that the Portuguese troops displayed a steadiness of courage \Vhl.ch had
scarcely been as yet expected from their training. On the followmg day

» and even to those of some of the English. In
Wellington, determined 1ot to take any step in the matter, r i i

** Were we to imitate the example of certain English historians,

Us to fittingly reply to the unjust recriminations which such historians have largely and wrath-

fully poured out, with respect to the Spanish military operations. But with more impartiality

than they have shown and following no other guide but truth, setting aside public opinion, we

declare, On the contrary, that Lord Wellington acted as a prudent general if, to compel the enemy
a

Lo raise the siege, it wag necessary to risk a battle, His forces were not superior to the TFrench,
lis 3 lacked the necessary quickness to manceuvre in the open and without set positions,

did the Portuguese troops possess that discipline and experience of fighting which gives self-
confidence. A battle gained would have saved Ciudad Rodrigo, but it would not have ended the
war; and haq they ali destroyed, the enemy enabled to
advanee tg Lisbon, and a terrible if not morta] blow have been dealt to the Spanish canse. The
“uie of public opinion deafened the

) ears of the government with complaints, qualifyine the
conduet of the English as at least tepid and indiffergxt.”_] P 4 ying

a wide field is here open o

.
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Masséna, learning that there was a mountain road by which he could turn
the left of his adversary’s position, filed off his troops in that direction,
vainly hoping to reach Coimbra the first. On the 29th Lord Wellington
prevented him, by retreating upon that city along the direct road.

It was not till they actually saw the allied army retreating before the
invaders that the inhabitants prepared to obey Lord Wellington’s proclama-
tion, and forsake their homes. And now it was too late to attain the end
for which the order had been given. The provisions were left behind, the
mills were scarcely damaged ; whilst the helpless and desolate crowds that,
flying from the enemy, accompanied the troops, encumbered their march, and
gave birth to the usual disorders of a retreat. Such disorders were, however,
repressed by the vigour with which Lord Wellington punished, and the pre-
cautions he took to prevent them ; whilst Masséna’s negligence indulged his
troops in a license that rendered the disorder of the pursuing far greater
than even now was that of the retreating army. At Coimbra alone the
French troops, during the three days they spent there, wasted and destroyed
stores that might have supplied two months’ subsistence. But at Coimbra
Masséna was still ignorant of the existence of the lines of Torres Vedras ;
and still believing that he was merely chasing the British to their ships,
he probably saw no need of restraining his troops or of providing against
famine.

On the 10th of October the allied army took up its position within those
extraordinary lines, of which one end rested upon the sea, and the other
upon the Tagus, extending in length twenty-nine miles, at about thirty-five
miles average distance from Lisbon. The utmost skill of the engineer had
been exerted to improve the natural strength of this mountain line, and to
supply its deficiencies. A second line of fortifications had been prepared
some ten miles nearer Lisbon, in case the first should be lost, or prove too
extensive for the numbers occupying it; and a third to protect a possible
forced embarkation. But this danger was happily gone by. Reinforce-
ments arrived from England, additional Portuguese corps were assembled,
and La Romana, at Lord Wellington’s request, brought in two Spanish divi-
sions. Before the end of the month seventy thousand regular troops were
within the lines, ready to be moved, along convenient roads, to whatever
points might be threatened, whilst sixty thousand Portuguese militia manned
the different forts and redoubts that commanded the approaches.

Masséna halted in disagreeable surprise before the stupendous fortress.
He was obliged to send foraging detachments to great distances ; these were
cruelly harassed, and sometimes cut off by the Portuguese militia and orde-
nanzas. Towards the middle of November, Masséna withdrew from before
the lines, and took up a strong position at Santarem, upon the Tagus.
Wellington, to observe him, stationed himself in advance of his lines, upon
which he could fall back at a moment’s warning.

Throughout the greater part of Spain meanwhile a desultory warfare had
been carried on, in which the French were generally successful. Victor was
conducting the siege of Cadiz, an operation that proceeded languidly on both
sides, from want of numbers on Victor’s, and the usual causes on that of the
Spaniards.

The assembling of the cortes was looked to as the period and as the means
of the regeneration of Spain. These hopes were confirmed, and the peculiar
character of the Spanish resolution was, at the same time, curiously illus-
trated by the mode in which the elections were carried on, even in the pro-
vinces most thoroughly occupied by the French. Considerable bodies of
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: 1 peasants, or of guerillas, sometimes_ temporarily drove the l«r(_ench
rflx?;lrlrfcthg town :vhere al% election was appointed to take place, SOlIclletllme'S
merely held them at bay, whilst the suffrages were collected. Al}d tlll‘l.b,'
almost everywhere, deputies were elected who, sooner or later, found their
wav to Cadiz. On the 24th of September, 1810, the cortes were solemnl‘y
opened. The assembly immediately decreed a new levy of 150,000 mfﬂia
tooether with provision for the support and eqmpment_of all the Spanish
armies. But then, as if this decree had sufficed for expelling the enemy, who
held the whole country in subjection, they dedicated their whole attention to
framing a constitution, and to establishing sweeping theories, reseml?ln}g
those a:c’lopted by the French National Assembly, and equally democratic in
their tenor. The disputes that ensued between the cortes and the regency
ended in the dissolution of the latter body, for whom was substituted an
executive council of three. The cortes offended the clergy by attacking
the Inquisition, and attempting other ecclesiastical reforms for which the
country was unripe, exasperated the whole chureh, and sowed the seeds of
the fatal subsequent reaction that robbed Spain of all the internal benefits
she ought to have derived from the restoration of her representative legis-
lature.

Although they had allowed the colonies to send deputies to the.cortes,
they were not willing to treat the colonists as brethren. The colonies had
unanimously professed their loyalty to Ferdinand, and their adhesion to the
national cause. The emissaries employed by INapoleon and Joseph to seduce
them had been everywhere derided and punished; and the American reve-
nues, regularly conveyed to the mother-country by English vessels, ought, if
fairly applied, to have done much towards supporting the war.

On the intelligence of the surrender of Sewville, the subjugation of Anda-
lusia, and the flight and dispersion of the central junta, the province of Cara-
cas assumed that Spain was conquered ; and, declaring that it never would
submit to Joseph, cast off the authority of the mother-country whilst pro-
claiming inviolable fidelity to Ferdinand. This example was followed by the
other provinces of Terra Firma, as the north coast of the South American con-
tinent was called ; and on the 19th of April, 1810, the Venezuela confederation
proclaimed its independent existence under Ferdinand VII. They refused to
acknowledge the Cadiz regency and cortes, with whom they carried on a paper
war; and those bodies, vehemently resenting this daring assertion of inde-
pendence, divided the forces that should have been dedicated to the expulsion
of the enemy from Spain, in order to compel colonial submission.

E‘rom'the injudicious appointment to the chief command of the worst of all
the Spanish generals, Lapefia, Cadiz must have fallen, if Soult had not been
ordered b}" Napoleon to co-operate with Masséna against Portugal. Lapefia,
to whom Graham, as a measure of conciliation, gave up the supreme command,
stood inactive in a safe and distant post, with eleven thousand Spaniards,
whilst at Barrosa, Graham, with little more than four thousand English
and Portuguese, fought and defeated nearly nine thousand French. By
the Spanish general’s refusal even to pursue the beaten enemy. the benefit
?f this ’hardly Won success was lost. The council and eortesy,approved of
La Romars g . nf ] 0 General Cooke, joined I‘Jord’ W?llll?gtO]l.
the 22nd, and the French laid of January, 1811.  Olivenza had capitulated on
dizabal, wus defeated by Soults but Do Ryrhac arr s s guccessor, Men-
Badajoz, defended the pl ’t 1v prael Menacho, the governor of
place stoutly, and Soult remained before it. In
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Portqgal the winter had passed with little alteration.
asigena had épefnt Fitbin watching each other.
¥y the end o ebruary, 1811, the provisions, which the obsti -
regents h_ad left to the French, were exhalfsted. Ms’:.sséna learned froﬁ?isoga?tlﬁ
sans in Lisbon that English reinforcements had landed on the 2nd of March,and
on the 6th he had evacuated Santarem and begun his retreat. He conducted
it \’Vlth. great skill, stained, however, with as great and wanton cruelty. In
fact, this retreat, though highly honourable to the general’s abilities, remains
one of the foulest blots upon the moral character of the French army.l But
the pursuit was conducted by Lord Wellington with yet greater ability, every
strong position taken by the French army being immediately turned by the
British; and on the 5th of April Masséna was finally driven across the fron-
tlers of Portugal. This retreat cost the French about six thousand men, and

the allies a tenth of that number. Masséna’s previous losses are estimated
at twenty-five or thirty thousand.

Wellington and

FAILURES IN SPAIN

. Liord Wellington, having now again delivered Portugal, asked for such
reinforcements as might enable him to undertake the deliverance of Spain,
without being, as before, dependent upon the obstinate generals and feeble
counsels of that country. But to the feasibility of his future schemes, and
even to the maintenance of Portugal and of Cadiz, the recovery of Almeida,
Ciudad Rodrigo, and Badajoz was indispensable. The first of these fortresses
Wellington immediately blockaded, and directed Marshal Beresford to lay
siege to the last.

Masséna, having refreshed, re-equipped, and reorganised his army in
Spain, marched to relieve Almeida. His advance produced the battle of
Fuentes de Onoro, fought on the 5th of May, in which, after an obstinate and
sanguinary contest, they were repulsed, and again retreated. Brennier, the
governor of Almeida, then despairing of relief, blew up the fortifications of
the place, made his way, with little loss, through the British lines, and rejoined
Masséna. Ciudad Rodrigo was next blockaded, but the French easily intro-
duced convoys, and the blockade was abandoned. Little progress was made
in the south. Some smaller places Marshal Beresford recovered; but he had
scarcely invested Badajoz when the approach of Soult, with a powerful army,
obliged him to raise the siege. He fought a battle at Albuera on the 16th of
May. But the victory was purchased by the loss of forty-five hundred
British, killed and wounded, out of six thousand, and twenty-six hundred
Germans, Spaniards, and Portuguese. Lord Wellington arrived in Beres-
ford’s camp soon after the battle, and Badajoz was besieged a second time
under his own direction. )

On the night of the 5th of June an attempt was made to storm. It failed;
was repeated two nights later, and again failed, both times with heavy loss.
Upon this second repulse, as the combined French armies, to the amount of
seventy thousand men, were approaching, Lord Wellington, who had but
fifty-six thousand, and was particularly inferior to his adversaries in cavalry,
raised the siege, and withdrew the troops to a strong position, limiting himself,

[* Napier,» while admitting the harshness of Masséna’s deeds, blames the Portuguese‘ye‘a;s-
antry for many atrocities, and says that at least one of the worst outrages _b}amed ugon‘ .\}as»\c{x.m 8
men — the pulling to pieces of Jodo I's body — was actually done by the .Brms}l_ themselves. Mauy
of the charges against the French he declares not only slanderous but impossible. ]
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for the present, to the defence of Portugal. No other war raged now to dis-
tract the attention of the French emperor ; but he did not again take the
command of the peninsular armies, and it is difficult to assign a valid reason
for his conduct. He contented himself with sending reinforcements to the
extent of fifty thousand men, naming Marmont, duke of Ragusa, to supersede
Masséna, whose conduct of the invasion of Portugal he of course blamed ;
and placing Catalonia, like Aragon, under Suchet’s command, and also
Valencia when he should have conquered that province.

Suchet had deserved this confidence: he had done more than any other
French general both to conquer Spain and to bend her to the yoke. Aragon
was tolerably submissive; Tarragona, the last fortress of Catalonia, fell in
June. Considering his work done in Catalonia, although guerilla bands
still occupied the mountain fastnesses, and the bold and able Sarsfield
watched every opportunity of directing them upon the French, Suchet
next invaded Valencia. He defeated several detachments of the Spanish
army, and on the 16th of October laid siege to Murviedro. Blake gave
battle on the 25th of October, and was defeated. Upon this disaster, Mur-
viedro capitulated, and Blake took another strong position to protect the
capital, Valencia, where Suchet, on the 26th of December, again defeated
him, driving him into Valencia. There Suchet besieged him, and compelled
him to capitulate on the 8th of January, 1812. This campaign, the most
successful the French had made in Spain since the first, Napoleon rewarded
by creating Suchet duke of Albufera, and granting him the royal domain of
that name in Valencia, as an inalienable fief of the French empire.

The dissensions with the colonies likewise diverted both the attention and
the resources of the Spanish government from the vigorous prosecution of
the war. In every American province insurrection now raged. In Mexico,
after a severe struggle, the Spaniards regained the ascendency. In South
America the insurgents everywhere prevailed, as will be described later in
the histories of Spanish America.

The year 1812 opened with an exploit, the brilliant rapidity of which
seems equally to have confounded the French and enraptured the Spaniards.
Lord Wellington had long been silently forwarding every preparation for
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. On the 8th of January, 1812, he suddenly
appeared Dbefore the place, invested it, and on the 19th the town was
stormed.c But throwing off the restraints of discipline, the British troops
committed frightful excesses; the town was fired in three or four places, the
soldiers menaced their officers and shot each other; many were killed in
the market-place, intoxication soon increased the tumult, and at last, the fury
rising to absolute madness,a fire was wilfully lighted in the middle of the
great magazine, by which the town would have been blown to atoms but for
the energetic courage of some officers and a few soldiers who still preserved
their senses.

To recompense an exploit so boldly undertaken and so gloriously finished,
Lord Wellington was created duke of Ciudad Rodrigo by the Spaniards,
earl ofbVVellington by the English, marquis of Torres Vedras by the Portu-
guese.

By disguising his designs, Lord Wellington hoped to master Badajoz
like Ciudad Rodrigo, before Soult and Marmont should have time to hear
of the siege, and unite their forces to raise it. On the 16th of March, 1812,
Badajoz was invested. The works were hurried on with the diligence
already practised, and on the 24th an important fort was carried by assault.
On the 80th information was received that Soult was advancing with his
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whole disposable force to raise thesiege ; that Graham and Hill were retreating
before him towards Albuera; that Marmont, taking advantage of the allied
army’s removal, had crossed the frontier, blockaded Ciudad Rodrigo, masked
Almedai, and marched southwards, plundering and ravaging the country, as
far as Castello Branco ; and that the cavalry and militia, left to observe him,
had fallen back, the latter upon the mountains, the former towards the
Tagus. In consequence of this threatening intelligence, the siege was
pressed with increased ardour ; on the 6th of April three sufficient breaches
were made; and on the night of that day they were stormed.c

The account of this desperate attack is perhaps the most dramatie, and
is certainly the most famous, portion of Napier’s History of the War in the
Peninsula, which, as we have already stated, is regarded as the muost
eminent military history in the English language. We quote herewith the
greater part of what is a masterwork of literature describing a masterwork
of heroism.c

NAPIER'S ACCOUNT OF THE ASSAULT ON BADAJOZ

Dry but clouded was the night, the air thick with watery exhalations from
the rivers, the ramparts and the trenches unusually still; yet a low mur-
mur pervaded the latter, and in the former lights were seen to flit here and
there, while the deep voices of the sentinels at times proclaimed that all was
wtll at Badajoz. The French, confiding in Phillipon’s direful skill, watched
from their lofty station the approach of enemies whom they had twice before
baffled, and now hoped to drivea third time blasted and ruined from the walls.
The British, standing in deep columns, were as eager to meet that fiery destrue-
tion as the others were to pour it down, and both were alike terrible for their
strength, their discipline, and the passions awakened in their resolute hearts.
Former failures there were to avenge, and on both sides leaders who furnished
no excuse for weakness in the hour of trial. The possession of Badajoz had
become a point of personal honour with the soldiers of each nation, but the
desire for glory with the British was dashed by a hatred of the citizens on
an old grudge; and recent toil and hardship with much spilling of blood
had made many incredibly savage; for these things render the nobleminded
indeed averse to cruelty but harden the vulgar spirit: numbers also, like
Ceesar’s centurion, who could not forget the plunder of Avaricum, were
heated with the recollection of Ciudad Rodrigo and thirsted for spoil. Thus
every spirit found a cause of excitement, the wondrous power of discipline
bound the whole together as with a band of iron, and in the pride of arms
none doubted their might to bear down every obstacle that man could
oppose to their fury.

At 10 o’clock, the castle, the San Roque, the breaches, the Pardaleras,
the distant bastion of San Vincente, and the bridge-head on the other side of
the Guadiana were to have been simultaneously assailed, and it was hoped the
strength of the enemy would shrivel within that fiery girdle. But many
are the disappointments of war. An unforeseen accident delayed the attack
of the 6th division, and a lighted carcass thrown from the castle, falling close
to the 3rd division, discovered their array and compelled them to anticipate
the signal by half an hour. Then, everything being suddenly disturbed, the
double columns of the 4th and light divisions also moved silently and swiftly
against the breaches, and the guard of the trenches rushing forward with a
shout encompassed the San Roque with fire and broke in so violently that
scarcely any resistance was made. But a sudden blaze of light and the
rattling of musketry indicated the commencement of a more vehement combat
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astle. There General Kempt — for Picton hurt by a fallr in the

22111%1 eagasglzpecgng no change in the hour, was not present — there Kempt, I
say led the 3rd division. Having passed the Rivillas 1n single files by a
nar,row bridee under a terrible musketry, he had re-formed, and running up
a rugged hiﬁ, reached the foot of the castle, where }1e fell severely Wound.ed,
and as he was carried back to the trenches met Picton, who was hastening

to take the command.

VIMEIRO

Meanwhile the troops, spreading along the front, had reared their heavy
ladders, some against the lofty castle, some against the adjoining front on
the left, and with incredible courage ascended amidst showers of heavy
stones, logs of wood, and bursting shells rolled off the parapet, while from
the flanks the enemy plied his musketry with fearful rapidity, and in front
with pikes and bayonets stabbed the leading assailants or pushed the ladders
from the walls; and all this was attended with deafening shouts and the
crash of breaking ladders, and the shrieks of crushed soldiers answering
to the sullen stroke of the falling weights. Still swarming round the
remaining ladders those undaunted veterans strove who should first climb,
until all being overturned, the French shouted victory, and the British,
baffled but untamed, fell back a few paces and took shelter under the rugged
edge of the hill. There the broken ranks were somewhat re-formed, and
the heroic Ridge, springing forward, seized a ladder, and calling with stento-
rian voice on his men to follow, once more raised it against the castle, yet to
the right of the former attack, where the wall was lower and an embrasure
offered some facility. A second ladder was soon placed alongside of the
first by the grenadier officer Canch, and the next instant he and Ridge were
on tl{e rampart, the shouting troops pressed after them, the garrison, amazed
and in a manner surprised, were driven fighting through the double gate
into the town, and the castle was won. A reinforcement from the French
reserve then came up, a sharp action followed, both sides fired through the
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catey, uied the vy retived 5 bt Bedre fellyind no man died thad, night

with more olory vet many died, wid there was mueh olory. o .

Al this tonee the il at thee breachies wis sueh as ii"g]“'. very earth had
been rent asunder and its central fives barsting upwards uncoutrolled. The
two divieteas ol rewedosd the elaets ijust as the fiving at the eastle com-
weneed, and the thash of w sierhe skt disehargrad from the covered way
as o sional shoswed thom that the Prenclo were ready s vet no stir was heard
and darkness covered ilu-.lm-.u‘h«-w. Sone 11;\‘\‘-;1:\(‘1{:; were  thrown, some
bubiders phaced, and the forlon Bopes e storming pavties of the light
diviston, five hundred i allsdeoended into the ditel without opposition
bt then a bright thae shoctine upwards, displaved all the terrors of “lk’}
seenesThe rmmparts, erowded withe dark ii;:m'v:;' and grlistering arms, were
on one sidey on the other the ved codumns of e lh‘iti.:ix., deep and
Brosud, were cottnes on biloe streanms of baenings Livacs it was the toueh of the
nnvrdeian’s waned, foroaoerach of thunder followed, and with  ineredible
violewee the atorminge parties wene dindhed to pieces by the explosion of
Lnndred s of shelis wnd presddes bagrel, )

For o i tant the bl div s tond on the brink of the diteh amazed
at thee