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PREFACE

TO THE NEW EDITION.

DurinGg the thirteen years this little work has
been before the public, the spirit of Archeology
has made rapid progress in the world of Art, and
the example set by the highest personage in the
realm, on two recent occasions of Royal Festivity,
has had an equally beneficial effect in the world
of Fashion. The value of some correct ideas on
the subject of Ancient Costume, has no longer to
be pointed out either to the professional student
or the general reader. The utility of such a
knowledge in verifying dates, detecting imposition,
illustrating history, and adding effect to decoration,
is now universally admitted; and therefore, on
presenting this new edition of ¢ THE HisTORY OF
Brrtisa CosTuME” to the public, the author has
merely to state that it has undergone thorough
revision and correction, that he has supplied many
deficiencies, incorporated the most important dis-
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~ coveries and opinions which have resulted from
the latest researches, or been promulgated in
recent archeological publications, and added an
index to facilitate the reader’s reference to any
particular article mentioned or described in its
pages. .
J. R. PLANCHE.

_ October, 1847.










INTRODUCTION. xv

lemy, 0 be considered a more venial offence, because
tis more picturesque and less capable of detection
w the general spectator >—The Roman dress is
nore picturesque than the habits of the present day,
sertainly ; but not more so than the Phrygian, the
yroper costume of the person represented. And is
t pardonable in a man of genius and information
© perpetuate errors upon the ground that they may
nss undiscovered by the million? Does not the
listorical painter voluntarily offer himself to the
mblic as an illustrator of habits and manners, and
» he wantonly to abuse the faith accorded to him ?
But an artist, say the cavillers, must not sacrifice
ffect to the minutiee of detail. The extravagant
Iresses of some periods would detract from the
xpression of the figure, which is the higher object
of the painter’s ambition. Such and such colours
wre wanted for peculiar purposes, and these might
be thre very tints prohibited by the critical antiquary.
To these and twenty other similar objections the
plain answer is, that the exertion of one-third part
of the study and ingenuity exercised in the invention
of conventional dresses to satisfy the painter’s fancy,
would enable him to be perfectly correct and at
the same time equally effective—often, indeed, more
effective, from the mere necessity of introducing
wome hues and forms which otherwise had never
entered into his imagination.

The assertion so coolly hazarded by some writers,
that chronological accuracy is unattainable in these
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Isidore.
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Matthew Paris.

Winton : Chronicles,
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To these may be added the documents printed or cited in
Rymer’s Feedera ; Wilking's Concilia ; Johnson’s Canons;
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Archeeologia; The Antiquarian ~Repertory ; Camden’s
Remains ; Ashmole’s History of the Order of the Garter;
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chie Frané;aise; Turner’s Historg‘zf the Anglo-Saxons;
Willement's Regal Heraldry; dford’s Genealogical
History; Collectanea de Rebus Hibernicis; Keating’s
History of Ireland ; Ledwicke’s Antiquities of Ireland ;
King’s Munimenta Antiqua ; Pennant’s Works ; Lord Somers’
‘Tracts, The Archeeological Journal, and the Journal of the
British Archeological Association.

J.R. PLANCHE.
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CHAPTER I,

ANCIENT BRITISH PERIOD.

Ancient British weapons of bone and flint.
Mg. a, arrow-head of flint, in the Meyrick collection; b, another,
WinAxehmlogu, vol. xv. pl. d, lanoe-heads of bone,
- from I bcnow on Upton Lovel Downs, Wl‘llhil’e, engraved in same
> spear-head of stone, in the Meyrick collection ; f; battle-axe
o{ blu:k stone, in ditto: g, another, found in a barrow in Devon-
' ﬂn-ndmlndw-ecoleeﬁon

RespECTING the original colonists of Britain—the
more adventurous members of the two great nomadic
tribes, the Cimmerii or Cimbrians and the Celtz or
Celts, who wandered from the shores of the Thracian
Bosphorus to the northern coasts of Europe, and
13
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CHAPTER II1.

7  ANGLO-8AXON PERIOD, A.D. 450—1016.

Anglo-Saton weapons and ornaments.
. sword § ¢, the head of aspear; » fro
w‘g:f:l Cynu: ,‘a the iron bo:- of a -h?el:l ;ip-o‘n'n a hal:
re, and now {n the Meyrick eolleeﬂon J.arow of
amber beads found in a tumulus on tzun
For upwards of three centuries Britain was the seat
of. Roman civilization and luxury. The Saxons

-made descents upon it at the close of the fourth

ceatury, and were repulsed by Theodosius and the
matives. Abandoned by its conquerors and instruc-
tors, divided into numberless petty sovereignties,
harassed by barbarians from without, and ravaged
by a frightful pestilence within, the handful of
strangers who landed by accident or invitation in
449, became first the subsidiaries of its principal
chiefs, and ultimately masters of the greater part of

?























































































54 . BRITISH COSTUME. '

hand ; and Abbot Elfnoth (who died a.p. 980)
presenting his book of prayers to St. Augustin, the
founder of his monastery at Canterbury, from the
frontispiece of the book itself, preserved in the
Harleian collection of MSS. in the British Museum,
marked 2908.

MOURNING HABILIMENTS

are not discoverable in Anglo-Saxon illuminations.
Represeniafions of burials continually occur, but
the mourners or attendants are not clothed in any
particular fashion or colour. ¢ Widow’s garments”
are mentioned in Saxon records, according to
Strutt, but no account is given of their distin-
guishing character.*

49 Vide Strutt'’s Dress and Habits, vol. i. cap. 5.

































ANGLO-DANISH PERIOD. 65

the Danes were as likely to adopt the fashions of
their new country, as the English were to assume
those of their new rulers. The researches now
making by the learned Professor Worsaau of Co-
penhagen, both in Ireland and Denmark, are likely
to throw considerable light on this subject and fur-
nish us with authentic types by which both past
and future discoveries may be tested.






EDWARD THE CONFPESSOR AND HAROLD II. 67

Normans, adopting not only their strange manner
of speech and behaviour, but also the ridiculous and
fantastic fashions of their habits, wearing shorter
tunics, and clipping their hair and shaving their
beards, leaving, however, the upper lip still un-
shorn.! They were also guilty of puncturing their
skins, and loading their arms with golden brace-
lets.* The second respects a change ordered by
Harold in

Harold II. From the Bayeux tapestry.

! Hist. Reg. Ang. lib. iii,

2 In the reign of James II. the chest containing the body
of King Edward the Confessor was opened, and under the
shoulder-bone of the Monarch was found a crucifix of pure
gold, richly enamelled, and suspended to a golden chain
twenty-four inches in length, which, passing round the neck,
was fastened by a locket of massy gold, adorned with four
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CHAPTER V.

RBIGN OP WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR,
A.D. 1066—1087.

AR

[

‘William I. and Attendants. From the Bayeux tapestry.

THE best pictorial authority for the habits of our
Norman ancestors, at the time of their conquest of
















































WILLIAM II., HENRY 1., AND STEPHEN. 85

lowed him in great numbers after his establishment
upon the throne, are said by our early historians to
have been remarkable for their ostentation and love
of finery. Personal decoration was their chief
study, and new fashions were continually introduced
by them.!

L,

* Habits of the commencement of the 12th century, from Cotton MS.
Nero, C. 4. ; and a psalter in the collection of the late Mr. Douce.

THE DRESS OF THE COMMON PEOPLE

continued to be a short tunic with sleeves. The
better sort wore chaussés and shoes, or short boots,
and in bad weather, or when travelling, covered the

1 Strutt’s Dress and Habits.
3




























































HENRY II., RICHARD I., AND JOHN. 105

parts of the dress belonging to the same monarch.
By sandals are certainly meant the leg-bandages,
no longer worn in rolls, but regularly crossing each
other the whole way up the leg from the very point
of the toes, and frequently all of gold stuff or gilt
leather. Gloves, some short, some reaching nearly
to the elbows, embroidered at the tops, and jewelled
on the backs, if appertaining to princes or pre-
lates, become frequent. The covering for the
head was still the Phrygian-shaped cap, or the
capuchon of the cloak ; but the hair, in the reign
of John, was curled with crisping irons, and bound
with fillets or ribbons ; and the beaux of the period
continually went abroad without caps, that its
beauty might be seen and admired. Beards and
moustaches were worn or not as the fancy directed,
all legislation concerning them being disregarded
or abandoned.

Seal of Henry Ik






























HENRY II., RICHARD I., AND JOHN., 11§

in France is engraved in Mr. Shaw’s ¢ Dresses and
Decorations of the Middle Ages,’ as well as the
amice and chasuble preserved at the same place
and belonging to the same prelate.

dy &

Mitres from the tomb of King John in Worcester Cathedral










































HENRY III 129

from their black cloak and capuchon they were
popularly termed Black Friars. The Franciscans
planted themselves at Canterbury in 1220, and
at Northampton soon after. Their grey vestments
obtained for them the additional name of Grey
Friars.
























EDWARD I. 187

Military costume, temp. Edward I., from a MS. in the library of H. R. .
the Duke of Sussex.

instances; and the front, seen in profile, presents
almost an angular appearance. Skull-caps, or


































































EDWARD II. 159

THE FEMALE COSTUME

appears to have undergone no particular alteration ;
the ugly gorget is still occasionally worn (vide
below) ; but the head is perhaps more generally un-
covered in this reign than in the last ; and in one
manuscript of this date (Sloane Collect., 346), we
perceive the hair ornamented with frei-work in a
very peculiar style. Vide fig. a, p. 158. The cover-
chief, or a capuchon like that of the men, is twisted
fantastically and placed on the top of the head (fig. c).

Pemale costume, temp, Edward II., from a bras in Minater o,
Iale of Sheppey.
















































































































































































































































HENRY V. 239

the robe and cover the hand, as in the time of
Henry L ; gloves not yet forming a usual portion
of the female attire.

The effigy of William of Colchester, Abbot of
‘Westminster from 1386 to 1420, engraved in Sto- -
thard’s work from the monument in Westminster
Abbey, may be referred to as a fine specimen of
the ecclesiastical costume of this period.
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EDWARD V. AND RICHARD III. 271

larger, generally fan-shaped, and of most elaborate
workmanship. The effigy of Sir Thomas Peyton
is a fine specimen of the knightly harness of Richard
III.’s reign. When covered it was by the tabard
of arms, as in the reign of Edward IV. Richard,
. in his letter from York, expressly orders ¢ three
coats of arms, beaten with fine gold, for our own
person.” The salade and the hausse-col, or gorget
of steel, was still worn, the former surmounted by

Sir Thomas Peyton, from his eﬂi%ly in Isleham Church, Cambridge-
shire.
N 2




























































HENRY VII. 291

lowest part of the throat. Vide Strutt’s ¢ Horda
Angel Cynan,’ iii. 166, 7. ’

The surcoat with the train before and behind,
the barbe above the chin, and the hood with the
long tippet, all as worn by the highest nobility, are
visible enough in the figures given herewith. The
front train, it will be perceived, was tucked through

- and fell over the girdle.






HENRY VIII. 293

and much wiser to place the authentic instead of
the fictitious resemblance before it as soon as it is
capable of being interested by either.

The ordinary costume of King Henry himself
was, of course, that of the nobility and gentry of
his time, and we find it to consist of a full-skirted
jacket or doublet, with large sleeves to the wrist,
over which is worn a short but equally full coat
or cloak, with loose hanging sleeves, and a broad
rolling collar of fur; a brimmed cap jewelled,
and bordered with ostrich-feather ; stockings, and
square-toed shoes; ruffs or ruffles appear at the
wrist. Soon after his accession the close hose,
fitting exactly to the limbs—in fact, the Norman
chaussés—were again revived under the still older
name of frouses ; and he is described by Hall as
wearing at a grand banquet, given at Westminster
in the first year of his reign, a suit of ¢ shorte gar-
ments, little (i. e. reaching but a little) beneath
the pointes, of blew velvet and crymosyne, with
long sleeves, all cut and lyned with cloth of gold,
and the utter (outer) parts of the garmentes pow-
dered with castles and sheafes of arrowes (the
badges of his queen, Catherine) of fyne dokett
(ducat) golde; the upper part of the hosen of like
sewte and facion ; the nether parts of scarlet, pow-
dered with tymbrelles of fine golde. On his head
was a bonnet of damaske silver, flatte woven in the
stoll, and thereupon wrought with golde and ryche
feathers in it.” (Union of the Families of Lancas-

Q








































































EDWARD VI. AND MARY. 317

Powder flask of the reign of Mary, in the Meyrick c.llection.

scended from the centre of the breast-plate till it

completely disappeared, and the waist was consi-

derably lengthened. The morion came into general
T






EDWARD VI. AND MARY. 319

same source, presents us also with an equestrian
figure in the costume of the time. The flask held
the coarse powder for the charge, the finer for
priming was held in a smaller case called a touch-
box. Cartridges, according to Sir S. Meyrick,
.were first used for pistols, and carried in a steel case
called a patron, about this time.

THE FEMALE COSTUME

of these two reigns was composed of the fashions
which immediately preceded them, and the few
novelties introduced will be found described in the
next chapter, under the reign of Elizabeth.

*2























































































348 BRITISH COSTUME.

facilitate the loading of a piece, were used till the
close of the seventeenth century (vide fig. &), when
they were superseded by the cartridge-box.

An order .was made in this reign that the six
principal masters of the royal ships should wear
a scarlet dress. Vide paper on naval uniforms, read
by Sir:H. Ellis to the Ant. Society, March 18th,
1830. Journal of the Brit. Arch. Soc., No. v.
p. 76.














































































374 BRITISH COSTUME.

hair too is dressed after the fashion revived in
our days, and the approach to the costume of Charles
I1’s reign generally indicated. The mask was
much worn in this reign.

The ladies of the republican party were chiefly
distinguished by the plainness of their attire and
their adherence to some of the more staid and
sober articles of the old dress, such as the hood,
the high-crowned hat, &e.





































CHARLES II. 387

strous superfluity of cloth of silk that must be
dragged after them.

The numerous and splendid engravings from
paintings of this period, to be met with in every
printseller’s window or private portfolio, render
engravings of this costume perfectly unnecessary.















392 BRITISII COSTUME.

firelocks and bayonets in addition to their swords
and pistols.

To the infantry were added the fifth and seventh
regiments (the latter called the Royal Fusiliers),
both embodied in 1685, and the Welsh Fusiliers, or
twenty-third regiment, in 1688.

Improved bayonets of the reign of William IIL., from the Meyrick Collection.
Fig. a, one with a shell guard ; b, one with a ring at the side of the guard to slip over the
muzzle of the gun, .

b
































































































424 BRITISH COSTUME,

grown with her growth and strengthened with
strength, and the decay of which will be the
melancholy signal of her own destruction.
¢ Britannia needs no bulwarks,
No towers along the steep :

Her march is on the mountain wave,
Her home is on the deep !” .
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436 BRITISH COSTUME.,

amongst the writers on Celtic antiquities. At
sent it is a petticoat in the modern sense of
word, being a separate article of attire, and pu
like a woman’s petticoat; but originally, we |
no doubt, it signified literally a ¢ little coat,” b
the corresponding habit to the Irish cota, fille
or fallings,® and the British pats, which, with
mantle and the trousers,formed the complete Gat
or Celtic costume. Kilt is a lowland Scotcl
Saxon appellation, and also signifies a shortene
tucked-up garment. ¢ To kilt” is to truss or"
up. The lassie says, in the well-known song,-

<« 1’11 kilt my coats aboon my knee,
And follow my laddie through the water.”

The period of the separation of the ancient f
beag into a waistcoat and kilt is at present unkno
but we imagine it to have been a comparati
recent arrangement.

The sporan or pouch is a distinguishing fea
of the Highland costume ; but its first adoptio
its present peculiar and ornamented form, is eq
involved in mystery. That of Simon Frazer, ]
Lovat, executed in 1746, is said by Mr. Logs
have been smaller and less decorated. A walle
dorlach, carried on the right side, was worn as «
as the fourteenth century, as we have evidenc

8 Fillead, in Irish, is used to express a garment f
or plaited round the person, and fillead-beg would si,
the ¢ lesser plaited dress.” R

































































































































NATIONAL COSTUME OF IRELAND. 479

n Charles’s reign distinguished for its magnifi-
ence; the peers of the realm, the clergy, and the
obility and gentry attending it being arrayed of
heir own free will in robes of scarlet and purple
elvet, and other rich habiliments, after the English
ashion. '
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Crenel, v. Charnel
Crupi%,a Crespinette, 149
Crestine, Creton, v. Crespi
Cuirass, 366
Cuirbouilli, 207
Cuirtain, 441
Oninm, Oni-u 175
Culesse!
Culets,
Cultelas, Cutlass, 140
cyCuniehch.’ «li , 442

19

Cyrtle, v, Kirtle

D.

305
lﬁﬁe a roelle, 245
atic, 52
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Duck.bills, 255
Durance Petticoats, 359

Falcastrum, 158
Falding, 199
e

e,
ey Wheel, 372
Feather, worn as Crest, 136
Firelock, 368
Flat CIP, City, 314
Fly Cap,
0
Fussil, 384

G.

Gaberdine, 197
Gads, G'dli.lf' 175
Galloges, oches, 229
Gunbuon , 108
Garland, v. Ghl};

let
Garter, Order o the, 185
280, 301

5 Collar of,
Gaunacum, 43

, Star of, 364-
Gmntleu,l’llelthem, 138

ate, 17.
Glmtnm, Gauze, 151
Genet, Fur, 294
Genetaire, 258
Genouilleres, 123
George, Great and Lesser, 301
Gipon, v. Jupon
Gisarme, 11
Git, 169
Glaudkyn, 298
Glibb,
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T. V.
Tabard, 198 Vardingale, v, Fardingal
~———, Herald’s, 210 Venhlf,‘“
Taces, 234 Vambrace, v. Vantbrace
Tacke, v. Dag Vantbrace or Avant-bras,
Tar s%’uget,ﬁ ‘v’fﬁt’:.mvm 119
use,
) Vittm, v. Infule
Tars, Cloth of, 133 Volapere, 212
Tartan, 430 Voulge, 258
Tegulated Armour, 91
Testeieres, 205 w.
Thistle, Order of the, v. St. | Wadmol, 382
Patrick Waistcoat, 299
Tippet, 170 for women, 307
Tiretain, or Tyretaine, 151 ‘Wambais, 108
Torque, 16 Waterford Rug, 468
Tower, 394 Welts, 312
Trelliced Armour, 92 Wheel-lock, 305
Trouses, 203 Wimple, 113
Truis, 433 ‘Wig, Full-bottomed, 389
Trunk-hose, 316 —_— , 397
——— sleeves, ——, Bob, 399
Thuiles, 246 ——, Ramilie, 398
Tunic, 14 —, Riding, 397
Tylsent, 297 ——, Nightcap, 397
—, Tye, 399
u. Wings, 322
Umbo, 94 Y.
Uniform of the Army, 417 Ysgyn, 20
of the Navy, 421 Ysgwyd, 24
THE END.
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