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" THER .
HISTOTRY
0F THE
DECLINE ao FALL

OF THE

ROMAN EMPIRE;

/ CH AP, XLIV.

1dea of thc Romati Jurifprudence; — The Lats of
the Kings. —— The Twelve Tables' of thc De-
cemvirs. — The Laws of the People. — The
Decrees of the Senate. — The Edids of the Mas
giftrates and Emperors, — Authority cf the Civis
lians. —— Code; Pandeds; Navels; and Inftitutes of
Juptinian. — 1. Rights of Pcr/bn: ~'II; Rights of
Things. — IIL Privare Injuries and Aéions, -aw
IV. Crimes and Punishments.

"TPHE vaia titles of the vidories of Juftinian ate € # ¥,
crumbled into duft: but the name. of the le- =uIV..
giflator is infcribed on a fair and everlafting mo- ;:;;:L«:.l
nument. - Under bis reign. and by his care, the ‘
sivil jurifprudence was dxge&ed in the zmmorr.al

VOL. VIIL B



'CHAP.

XLIV.

2 THE DECLINE AND-FALL -

works of the Cope, the PANDECTS, and the IN-
$sTITUTES ": the public reafon of the Romans -
has been filently or.ftudioufly transfufed into the
domeftic inftitutions of Europe *, and the laws
~of Juftinian ftill command the refpe& or obedience
of independent nations. Wife or fortunate is the
prince who conneds his own reputation with
*the honour and intereft of a perpetual order of
men. The defence of their. founder is the firft
canfe, which in every age has exercifed the zeal
and mduﬁry of the civilians: They pioufly com-
memorate his virtues; diffemble or deny his fail-
ings; and fiercely chaftile the guilt or folly of
the rebels, who prefume to fully the majefty of
the purple. The idolatry of love has provoked,
as it ufually happens, the rancour of oppofition;
the character of Juftinian has been expofed to the
~ blind vehemence of flattery and invective, and
the mJu{hce of a fect (the Anti - Tnbonzam) has
refufed all praife and merit to the prince, his mi- |
nifters, and his laws . Attached to no party,
interefted only for the truth and candour of ‘hif-
tory, and directed by the moft temperate and
{kilful guides *, I enter with juft diffidence on the
fubje of civil law, which has exhaufted fo many
learned lives, and clothed the walls of fuch ‘fpa-
cious .hbranes In a fingle, if poﬂible, in a
thort chapter, I fhall trace the Roman jurifpru.
dence from Romulus to Juftinian *, appreciate
the labours of that emperor, and paufe to con-
template the principles of a {cience fo important

%o the peace and happinefs of fociety. The laws

\




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3

of a nation form the ‘moft” inftructive portion of ¢ B2 T
1ts hxﬂory, and, although I have devoted myfelf xuiv.
_to write - the annals of a declining ‘monarchy, I
“fhall embrace the occafion to breathe the pure
and ‘invigorating air of the republic.

The primitive government of Rome * wagLaws of the
-compofed , with fome political {kill, of an elec- go:.
tive king, a council of nobles, and a general af-
fembly of the people. War and religion were
adminiftered by the fupreme magifirate; and he
alone. propofed the laws, which were debated in
the fenate, and finally ratiﬁed or rejected by a
majority of votes in the thirty curiz or -parifhes
of the city.- Romulus, Numa, and Servius Tul-
lius, afé celebrated as the moft ancient legiflators;
and each of them claims his peculiar part io the
threefold. divifion of jurifprudence ’.  The laws
of marriage, the education of children, and the
authority of parents, which may feem to draw
their origin from nature itfelf, are afcribed to the un-
tutored wildom of Romulus. The law of nations
and of religious worfhip, which Numa introduced,
was derived. from his no&urnal converfe with
the nymph Egeria. The dvil law is attributed
to-the experience of Servius : he balanced’ the
rights and' fortunes of the feyen claffes of citizens;
and guarded, by fifty new regulations, the ob-
fervance of contradts and the punifhment of crimes.
The ftate, which he had inclined towards a de-
mocracy , was changed by the laft Tarquin into
lawlefs ‘delpotifm ; and when the kingly office
was abolifbed, the patrxcxans engrofled the benefi®

B2




CHAP
xmv‘

4 THEDECLINE AND FALL

of freedom. The royal laws became odious or obfo-
lete; the myfterious depofit was filently preferved
by the priefts and nobles; and, at the end of fixty
years, the citizens of Rome ftill com plained that
they were ruled by the arbitrary fentence of the

‘magiftrates. Yetthe pofitive inftitutions of the kings

had blended themfelves with the public and ‘private
manners of the city ;fome fragments of that venerable

. 3unfprudence were.compiled by the diligence of

: The twelve

tables of the
Decemvirs,

antiquarians *, and above twenty texts ftill fpeak
the rudenefs of the Pelafglc idiom of the Latins. *°,
I.fhall not repeat the well-known ftory of the
Decemvirs ', who fullied, by their actions the
honour of infcribing on brafs, or wood, orivory,
the TWELVE TABLES of the Romanlaws™. They
awere dictated by the rigid and jealous fpirit of an -

" ariftocracy which had yielded with relu@®ance to

the juft demands of the peaple. But the fubftance
of the twelve tables 'was adapted to the ftate of
the city; and the Romans had emerged from
barbarifm , fince they were capable of ftudying and
.embracing the inftitutions of their more enlightened
neighbours. A wife Ephefian was driven by envy
from his native country : before he could reach the
thores .of Latium, he had obferved the various
forms of humat nature and civil fociety; he-
imparted hisknowledge to the legiflators of Rome;
and a ftatue was ereted in the forum to the
perpetual memory of Hermodorus”. The names

-and divifions of the copper-money, the. fole coin"

of the infant ftate, were of Dorian origin™* : thé
harvefts of Campama and Sicily relieved the wanes
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of a people whofe agriculture was often interrupted c mA »;
by war and fa&tion; and fince the trade was eftab-  xr1v,
lifhed **, the deputies who failed from the Tyber,
might return from the fame harbours with a more
precious cargo of political wifdom. The colonies of
Great Greece had tranfported and improved the arts
of their mother-country. Cumz and Rhegium, Cro-
tona and Tarentum, Agrigentum and Syracufe, were
in the rank of the moft flourifhing cities. Fhe difci-
ples of Pythagoras applied philofophy to the ufe of
government; the unwritten laws of Charondas ac-
cepted the aid ofpoetry and mufic, and Zaleucus
framed the republic of the Locrians, whith ftood
withoutalteration above two hundred years'.From
a fimilar motive of national pride, both Livy and
Dionyfius are willing to believe , that the deputies
of Rome vifited Athens under the wife and fplendid
adminiftration of Pericles; and the laws of Solon
were transfufed into the twelve tables. If fuch an
embalfly had indeed been received from the Barbar-
ians ofHefperia, theRoman name would have been
familiar to the Greeks before the reign of Alexan-
der’’; and the fainteft evidence would have been
explored and celebrated by the curiofity of fucceed-
ing times. But the Athenian monuments are filent;
nor will itfeem credible that the patricians fhould
undértake a long and perilous navigation to copy
the pureft model of ademocracy. In the contparifon
‘'of the tables of Solon with thofe of the Decemvirs,.
fome cafual refemblance may be found : fome rules
which nature and reafon have revealed toevery fo-

ciety ; fome proofs of 2 common defcenlt3 fromEgypt
’ 3
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. right, and the fountain of juftice

6 THE DECLINE AND FALL

or Pheenicia™. But in all the great lines of publiz
and private ]urlfprudence , the legiflators of .
Rome and Athens appedr to be firangers or
adverfe toeach other.

‘Whatever might be the origin or the merit
of the twelve tables™, they obtained among the
Romans that blind and partial reverence which the
lawyers of every country delight to beéftow on
their municipal inftitutions. The ftudy is recom-
mended by Cicero** as equally pleafant and inftruc-
tive. © They amufe the mind by the remembrance
« of old words and the portrait of ancient manners :
. they wculcate the foundeft principles of govern-
< ment and morals; and I am not afraid to affirm,
« that the brief compofition of the.Decemvirs
« furpaffes in genuine value the libraries of Grecian
< philofophy. ” How admirable, « fays Tully”,
with honeft or affected prejudice, ©is the wifdom
“ of our anceftors.. We alone are the mafters
“ of civil prudence, and our fuperiority is
“ the more confpicuqus , if we deign to calt our
“ eyes on the rude and almoft ridiculous
« jurifprudence of Dracon, of . Solon, and of
“ Lycurgus. ” The twelve tables werg committed
to the memory of the young and the meditation of
theold; they,were tranfcribed. and illuftrated - with
leamed diligence: they had efcaped the flames of the
Gauls, they fubfifted in theage of Jultinian, and their
fubfequent lofs has been imperfecly reftored by the
labours of modern critics™*. But although thefe vene-
rable monuments were confidered as the rule of
¥, they were
overwhelmed by the weight and variety of new
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laws, which, at the end of five centuries, be- ¢cHap.
came a grievance more intolerable than the vices xviv
of the city **,  Three thoufand brafs plates, the
acls of the fenate and people, were depofited in
the Capitol **: and fome of the ads, as the
Julian law againft extortion, furpaffed the number
of an hundred chapters **. The Decemvirs had
neglected to import the fancion of Zaleucus,
which fo long maintained the integrity of his
" republic. . A Locrian who propofed any new
law, ftood forth in the affembly of the people ,
with a cord round his neck, and if the law was
rejected, the innovator was inftantly ftrangled. .
The Decemvirs had been named, and their Lawsofthe
tables were approved by an affembly of the cen- people:
twies, in which riches preponderated againft
ndmbers. To the firlt clafs of Romans, the
_proprietors of one hundred thoufand pounds of
copper *’, ninety -eight votes were affigned, and
only ninety-five were left for the fix inferior
claffes, diftributed according to their fubftance
by the artful policy of Servius. But the tribunes
foon eftablilhed a more fpecious and popular
maxim, that every citizen has an equal right to
enact the laws which he is bound to obey.
Inftead of the centuries, they convened the tribes;
and the patricians, after an impotent (hugg}e,
fubmitted to the decrees of an affembly, in
which their votes were confounded- with thofe
of the meaneft plebéians. Yet as long as the
tribes fucceflively paffed over narrow britlges *',
and’ gave their voices aloud, the conduct of
. B4
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.gu a p, each citizen was expofed to the eyes and ears of .

XLIV,

his friends and countrymen. The infolvent debtor
confulted ‘the withes of his creditor; the client
would have blufhed to oppofe the views of his pa-
tron: the general was followed by his veterans,
and the afpeé® of a grave magiftrate was a liv-
ing leffTon to the multitude. A new method of
{ecret ballot abolifhed the influence of fear and
fhame, of honour and intereft, and the abufe of

freedom accelerated the progrefs of anarchy and
defpotifm **. The Reomans had . afpired to be

‘equal; they were levelled by the equality of
. fervitude; and the diGates of Auguftus were

patiently ratified by the formal confent of the
tribes or centuries. ‘Once, and once only, he ex-
perienced a fincere and ftrenuous oppofition. His
fubje@s had refigned all politicalliberty; they de-
fended the freedom of domelftic life. A law which
enforced the obligation, and ftrengthened the bonds
of marriage, was clamoroufly reje@ed ; Propertius,

in the arms of Delia, applauded ‘the victory of
licentious love ; and the project of reform was fuf-
pended till a new and more tradtable generation
had arifen in the world **. Such an example was
not neceffary to inftruct a prudent ufurper of the
mifchief of popular affemblies; and their aboli-
tion, which Auguftus had filently prepared,

was accqmphﬂ)ed without refiftance, and almoft

‘without notice, on the acceflion of his fuccef-

for ™", 8ixty thoufand plebeian legiflators, whom
pumbers made formidable, and poverty fecure,
were fupplanted by fix hundred fenators, who
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held their honours, their fortunes, and their c ma P, .
lives, by the clemency of the emperor. The lofs xriv.
of executive power was alleviated by the gift Decrees of
of legiflative authority ; and Ulplan might affert, t°¢ *0at®
after the pradice of two hundred years, that the
decrees of the fenate obtained the force and vali-

dity of laws. In the times of freedom, the re-

folves of the people had often been ditated by

* the paffion or error of the moment: the Corne-

lian, Pompeian, and Julian laws, were adapted.

by a fingle hand to the preva’iling diforders: but

the fenate, under the reign of the Cefars, was
eompofed of .magiftrates and lawyers, and in
queftions of private jurifprudence, the integrity

of their judgment was feldom perverted by fear -

or intereft **,

The ﬁlence or .ambiguity of the laws, was Edifsofi
fupplied by the occafional EnicTs of thofe magif- P™=*°"
trates who were invefted with the honours of the
ftate *’. This ancient prerogative of the Roman
kings, was transferred, in their refpective offices, '
to the confuls and diators, the cenfors and
pretors; and a fimilar right was aflumed by the
tribunes of the people, the ediles, and the pro-
confuls. At Rome, and in the provmces, the
duties of the fgbjeé't, and the intentions of the
governor , were proclaimed, and the civil jurif-
prudence was reformed by the annual edicts of
the fupreme judge, the pretor of the city. As
foon as he afcended his tribunal, he announced
by the voice of the cryer, and afterwards infcrib-
ed on a white wall, the rules which he propofed
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to follow in the decifion of doubtful cafes, and
the relief which his equity would afford from the’
precife rigour of ancient ftatutes. A principle
of difcretion more congenial to monarchy was
introduced into the republic: the art of refped-
ing the name, and eluding the efficacy, of the
laws, was improved by fucceflive prxtors; fub-
tleties and fictions were invented to defeat the

- plainelt meaning of the Decemvirs, and where

the end was falutary, the means were frequently
abfurd. The fecret or probable wifh of the dead
was fuffered.to prevail over the order of fuccef-
fion and the forms of teftaments; and the claim-
ant, who was excluded from the charadter of
heir, accepted with ‘equal pleafure from an in-
dulgent prator the pofleflion of the goods of his
late kinfman ,or benefactor. Inthe redrefs of private
wrongs, compenfations and fines were fubftituted

‘to the obfolete rigour of the twelve tables; time

and fpace were annihilated by fanciful fuppofi-
tions; and the plea of youth, or fraud, or vio-
lence, annulled the obligation, or excufed the
performance , of an inconvenient contract. A
jurifdiction thus vague and arbitrary was ex. .-
pofed to the moft dangerous abufe: the fub-
flance, as well as the form of juftice, were often
facrificed to the prejudices of virtue, the bias of
laudable affeion, and the grofler feducions of
intereft or refentment. But the errors or vices
of each prztor expired with his annual office;
fuch maxims alone as had been approved by

- reafon and- pradtice were copied by fucceeding
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judges; the-rulé of proceeding was defined by ¢ uw e
the folution of new cafes; and the temptations xriv.
‘of injuftice were removed by the Cornelian law, -
which. compelled the pretor of the year to adhere ~
to the letter and fpirit ‘of his firt proclamation **.
It was referved for the curiofity and learning of
Hadrian, to accomplith the defign which had
been conceived by the genius of Caefar; and thé
pretorfhip of Salvius Julian, an eminent lawyer,
was immortalized by the compofition of the The perpe:
PERPETUAL EDICT. This. well-digefted code tval edi.
was ratified by the emperor and the fenate, the
long divorce of law and equity was at length
reconciled; and, inftead of the twelve tables, the
perpetual: edi® was fixed as the invariable ﬂiand-
ard of civil Junfprudencé

From Auguftus to Trajan, the mode& Caefars Conftitutions
were content to promulgate their édics in the °f te em-
various charadters of 2 Roman magiftrate: and, perors
in the  decrees of the fenate, the epiftles and ora-
tions of the prince were refpeé’tfully" inferted. Ha-
drian ** appears to have been the firft who affum-
&d; without difguife, the plenitude of legifla-
tive power. And thi$ innovation, fo agreeable -
to his active mind, was countenanced by the pa-
tience of the times, and his long abfence from
the feat of government. The fame policy was
embraced by fucceeding monarchs, and, accord-
mg to the harfh metapbor of Tertulhan, « the

« gloomy and intricate foreft of ancient laws was
% cleared away by the axe of royal mandatesand
« conflitutions *’.” During four centuries, from
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Hadrian ta JuRtinian, the public and private juiif
prudence was moulded by the will of the fove-
reign; and few inflitutions, either human or di- -
vine,, were permitted to ftand on their former
bafis. The origin of Imperial legiflation was con-
cealed by the darknefs of ages and the terrors
of armed defpotifm; and a double. fiG®ion was
propagated by the fervility, or perhaps the igno-
rance, of the civilians who bafked id the funfhine
of the Roman and Byzantine courts. 1. To the-
prayer of the ancient Cxfars, the people or the
fenate had fometimes granted a perfonal exemption
from the obligation and penalty of particular fta-
tutes; and each indulgence was an a& of jurif-
diction exercifed by the republic over the firft of
her citizens. His humble pr1v1lege was at length
transformed -into the prerogative of a tyrant

and the Latin exprefion of € releafed from
« the laws .”*,” was fuppofed to exalt the ems
peror above all human reftraints, and to leave

+his confcience and reafon /a_s the facred meafure of
“his condu@. 2. A fimilar dependance was im-

plied in the decrees of the fenate, which, in every
reign, defined the titles and powers of an elec-
tive magiftrate. But it was not before the ideas,
and even the language, of the Romans had been-
corrupted, that a royal law *’, and an irrevocable
gift of the people, were created by the fancy of
Ulpian, or more probably of Trihonian himfelf *°:
and the origin of Imperial power, though falfe in
fa&, and flavith in its confequence, was fupport-
¢d on a principle of freedom and-juflice. ¢ The
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« pleafure of the emperor has the vigour and cH A X

«. effe of law , fince the Roman people, by the xuv.

¢ royal law, have transferred to their prince the Their legifla
« full extent of their own power and fove. fhve powes. .
« reignty **.” The will of a fingle man, of a
child perhaps, was allowed to prevail over the
wifdom of ages and the inclinations of millions;
and the degenerate Greeks were proud to declare,
that in his hands alone the arbitrary exercife of
legiflation could be fafely depofited. « What in-
¢« tereft or paffion; ” exclaims Theophilus in the
“court of Juftinian., * can reach the calm and fub-
'« lime elevation,'of the monarch? he is already
« mafter of the Hves and fortunes of his fubje@s;
% and - thofe -who have incurred his difpleafure,
« are already numbered with the dead **.”
Dildaining the langunage of flattery , the hiftorian
may confefs, that in queftions of private jurif-
prudence, the .abfolute fovereign of a great em-
pire can feldom be influenced by any perfonal
~ confiderations, Virtue, or even reafon, will fug-
gelt to ‘his .impartial mind, that he is the guar-
dian of peace and equity, and that the intereft of
fociety is.infeparably connedted with his own.
Under the weakeft and moft vicious reign, the
feat of juftice was filled by the wifdom and inte-
grity of Papinian and Ulpian *; and the pureft
materials of the Code and Pande&s are .infcribed
with the names of Caracalla and his minifters **,
The tyrant of Rome was fometimes the benefa&dt

of the provinces. A dagger terminated the crimes. .
of \Domitian; bug the prudence of Nerva cons
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. ¢uar firmed his aés, which, in the:joy of their deli-
xtiva  verance, had beerd refcinded by an indignant fe:
Therre.  nate ', * Yet in the reftripts **, replies to-the con-
foripta. fultations of the magiftrates, the wifeft of prin:
ces might be deceived by a partial expofition of
the cafe. And this abufe, which placed. their hafty
decifions on the fame level with mature. and deli:
berate adls of legiflation, was ineffeually - con. '
demned by the fenfe and example of Trajan. The
refcripts of the emperor his.grants and decrees, hig
edids and’ pragmatic Jandtions,” were fubfcribed in
purple ink *’, and tranfmitted to the provinces as
general or fpecxal laws , which the magiftrates
were bound to execute, ‘and the people to abey.
- But as their nurber- continually ‘multiplied, the
_ rule .of obedience became each day mere doubtful
' and obfcure, “till: the will of the fovereign was
fixed and afcertained in the Gregorian, the Het-
mogenian, and the Theodofian-codes. The two
firlt, of which fome fragments Rave efcaped, were
framed by two private lawyers, to preferve the
conftitutions of the Pagan emperors from Hadrian
to Conftantine. The third, which is ftijl extant,
was digefted in fixteen books by the order of
the younger Theodofius, to confecrate the laws
of the Chriftian -princes from Conftantine 'to his-
own reign. But the three codes obtained an equal
authority in the tribunals; and any a& which was
not included in . the facred depofit, might be
difregarded by the judge as fpurious or obfolete **.
Forms of the Among favage mnations, the want of letters, is

ARoman law. imperfeétly fupplied by the ufe of vifible figns,,

’
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which awaken ‘attention, and perpetuate the- re-
membrance of any public or private tranfa&ion.
The jurifprudence of the firft Romans exhibited
the fcenes of a pantomime; the words were adapt-
ed to the geltures, and the flighteft error -or ne-
gle& in the forms of proceeding, was fufficient
to anhul the fubflance of the faireft claim. The
communion of the marriage-life was denoted by the
neceflary elements of fire and water *’: and the
divorced wife refigned the bunch of keys by the
delivery of which, (he had been invefted with
the government of the family. The manumiflion
of 'a fon, or a fidve, was performed by turning
him round with a gentle blow on the cheek : a

work was prohibited by the cafting of a ftone; |

prelcription was interrupted by the breaking of a
branch; the clenched fit was the fymbol of a
pledge or depofit; the right hand was the gift
. of faith and confidence. The indenture of cove-

CHAD

XLIV.

nants was a broken ftraw; weights and fcales

were introduced into every payment, and the heir
who accepted a teftament ; was fometimes obliged
to fnap his fingers, to caft away his garments,
and to leap and dance with real or affe@ed tranf-
port *°. If a citizen purfued any ftolen goods
into a neighbour’s houfe, he concealed his naked-
nefs with a linen towel, and hid his face with
a malk or bafon, left he thould encounter the eyes
of a virgin or a matron *'. In a civil a&ion, the
plaintiff touched the ear of his witnefs, feized his
reluctant adverfary by the neck, and implored,
in folemn lamentation,. the aid of his fellow-
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citizens. The two competitors grafped each other’s
hand as if they ftood prepared for combat before
the tribunal of the prator: he commanded them
to produce the obje& of the difpute; they went,
they returned with meafured fteps, and a clod
of earth was caft at his feet to reprefent the
field  for which they contended. This occult
fcience of the words and actions ‘of law, was the
inheritance of the pontiffs and patricians. Like
the Chaldean aftrologers, they announced to their
clients the days of bufinefs and repofe; thefe im-

ortant trifles were interwoven with the religion
of Numa; and, after the publication of the twelve
tables, ‘the Roman people was ftill gnflaved by
the ignorange of judicial proceedings. The treach-
ery of fome plebeian officers at length revealed
the profitable myftery : in a more enlightened age,
the legal actions were derided and obferved ; and
the fame anuqmty which fanitied the praétlce,
obliterated the ufe and meaning, of this primitive
language **. :

A more liberal art was cultivated, however,
by the fages of Rome, who, in a firi®er fenfe,
may bg confidered as the authors of the civil law.

" The alteration of the idiom and manners of the

Romans, rendered the ftyle of the twelve tables
lefs familiar to each rifing generation, and the
doubtful paffages were imperfectly explained by
the ftudy of legal antiquarians. To define the
ambigui:ies , to circumicribe the latitude, to apply
the principles, to extend the confequences, to
reconcile the real or apparent contradictions, was
a
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a much nobler and more important tafk; andthe cu ar
province of legiflation was filently invaded by the xriv.
expounders of ancient ftatutes.” Their fubtle in-
terpretations concurred with the equity of the
pretor, to reform the tyranny of the darker ages:
however ftrange or intricate the means, it was
the aim of artificial jurifprudence to reftore the
fimple dictates of nature and reafon, and the
tkill of private citizens was ufefully employed
to undermine the public inftitutions of their
country. The revolution of almoft one thou-
fand years, from the twelve tables to the
reign of Juftinian,” may be divided into three
periods almoft equal in duration, add diftin
guifhed from each other by the mode of in.
firution and the charadter of the civilians *’,
Pride and ignorance contributed, during the firft The firt pe.
period , to confine within narrow limits the fiod »
fcience of the Roman law. On the public days 3o, _g4q
-of market or affembly, the mafters of the art
were feen walking in the forum, ready to impart
the needful advice to the meaneft of their fellow-
citizens, from whofe votes, on a future occafion,
they might folicit a grateful return. As their years
and honours encreafed, they fcated themfelves
at home on a chair or throne, to expe& with
patient gravity the vifits of their clients, who
at the dawn of day, from the town and country,
began to thunder at their door. The duties of
focial life, and the incidents of judicial proceed-
ing, were the ordinary fubject of thefe confulta-
Jtions, and the verbal or written opinion of the

Vor. VIII. - C
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jurifconfults was framed according to the rules of
prudedce and law. The youths of their own
order and family "were permitted to liften; their
children enjoyed ‘the benefit of more private
leffons, and the Mucian race was long renowned
for the hereditary knowledge of the civil law.
The fecond period, the learned and fplendid age
of jurifprudence , may be extended from the
birth of Cicero to the reign of Severus Alexander.
A fyltem was formed, fchools were inftituted,
books were compofed, and both the living and
the dead became fubfervient to the inftruction of
the ftudent. The tripartite of Elius Pxtus, fur-
named Catus, or the Cunning, was preferved as
the oldeft work of jurifprudence.’ Cato the cenfor
derived fome additional fame from his legal ftu-
dies, and thofe of his fon: the kindred appellation
of Mucius Scevola was illuftrated by three fages
of the law; but the perfe@tion of the fcience
was afcribed to Servius Sulpicius their difciple,
and the friend of Tully ; and the long fucceffion,
which {hone with equal luftre under the republic
and under the Cufars, is finally clofed by the
refpe@able charadters of Papinian, of Paul, and
of Ulpian. Their names, and the various titles
of their productions, have been minutely pre-
ferved, and the example of Labeo may fuggeft
fome idea of their diligence and fecundity. That
eminent lawyer of .the Auguftan age, divided
the year between the city and country, between
bofinefs and compofition ; . and four hundred
books are epumerated as the fruit of his retire,

\
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rient. Of the colle&ions of his rival Capito, the
two hundred and fifty-ninth book is exprefsly
quoted ; and few teachers could deliver their

@emAP.
XLy,

opinions in lefe than a century of volumes. In Thira period,

the third period, between the reigns of Alexan-
der and Jultinian, the ‘oracles of jurifprudence
were almoft mute. The meafure of curiofity had
been filled: the throne was occupied by tyrants
and Barbarians; the a®ive {pirits were diverted
by religious difputes , and the profeflfors "of
Rome, Conftantinople, and Berytus, were
humbly content to repeat the leflons of their
more enlightened predeceffors. From - the flow
advances and rapid decay of thefe legal ftudies,
it may be inferred, that they r,equire' a ftate of
peace and refinement, ' From the multitude of
voluminous civilians who fill the intermediate

fpace, it is evident, that fuch ftudies may be

purfued, and fuch works may be performed,
with a common fhare of judgment, experience,
and induftry. The genius of Cicero and Virgil

was more fenfibly felt, as each revolving age.

had been found incapable of producing a fimilar
or a fecond: but the moft eminent teachers of
the law were affured of leaving difciples equal
or fupenor to thémfelves in merit and reputa-

tion.

-

adapted to the wants of the firlt Romans, was
polithed and improved in the feventh century 6f
the city, by the alliance of Grecian philofophy.

The Scevolas had been taught by ufe and ex-
: Caz

A. U C.
988—1330,

The jurrfprudcnce which had been grofsly Their philoc
fophy.
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cuap perience ; but Servius Sulpicius was the firft

XLIV.

civilian who eftablithed his art on a certain and
general - theory **. For the difcernment of truth
and falfehood, he applied, as an infallible rule,
the logic of Ariftotle and the ftoics , reduced
particular cafes to general principles, and diffufed
over the Ihapelefs mafs, the light of order and .
eloquence. Cicero, his contemporary and friend,
declined the reputation of a profeffed lawyer;
but the jurifprudence of his country was adorned
by his incomparable gemus which converts into
gold every objed that it touches.. After the
example of Plato, he compofed a rcpublic;
and, for the ufe of his republic, a treatife of
laws; in which he labours to deduce from a
celeftial origin, the wifdom and jufice of the
Roman conftitution. The whole univerfe, ac-
cording to his fublime hypothefis , forms one
immenfe commonwealth: gods .and men, who
participate of the fame eflence, are members of
the fame community ; reafon prefcribes the law
of nature and nations; and all pofitive inftitu-
tions, however modified by accident or cuftom,
are drawn from the rule of right, which the
Deity has infcribed on every virtuous mind.
From thefe philofophical myfteries, he mildly
excludes the fceptics who refufe to believe, and
the epicureans who are unwilling to a& The

- latter difdain the care of the republic ; he advifes

them to flumber in their fhady gardens. But he
humbly intreats that the new academy would be
filent, fince her bold objeions would too foon



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 21

deftroy the fair and well-ordered ftru@ure of his
lofty fyftem **. Plato, Ariftotle, and Zeno, he
reprefents as the only teachers who arm and
inftru& a citizen for the duties of focial life. Of
thefe, the armour of the ftoics ** was found to
be of the firmeft temper; and it was chiefly
worn, both for ufe and ornament, in the fchools
of jurifprudence. From the portico, the Roman
civilians learhed to live, to reafon, and to die:
but they. imbibed- in fome degree the prejudices
of the fedt; the love of paradox, the pertinacious
habits of difpute, and a ‘minute attachment “to
words and verbal diftinctiens. The fuperiority
of form to matter, was introduced to afcertain
the right-of property: and the equality of crimes
is. countenanced by an opinion of Trebatius ¥,
that he who' touches the ear, touches the whole
body; and that .he who fteals from an heap of
corn, or an hog[head of wine, is guilty “of the
entire theft -f

CHAPD,
XLIV.

Arms, eloqucnce , and the ftudy of the Authori;y,

civil law, promoted a citizen to the honours
of the Roman ftate ; and the three profef-
fions were fometimes more confpicuous by
their union in the fame. chara@er. In the com-
pofition of the edi&, a learned pretor gave a
fan&tion and preference to his private fentiments:
the opinion of'a cenfor, or a conful, was enter-
tained with refpect; and a doubtful interpretation
of the laws might be fupported by the virtues

or: trivmphs of the civilian. The patrician arts’
were long protected by the veil of myftery; and’

C3
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in more enlightened times, thé *fréedom of
enquiry eftablifhed the general principles of jurif-
prudence. Subtle and intricate cafes were elucidate
ed by the difputes of the forum: rulgs, axioms,
and_ definitions **, were admitted as the genuine
diQates of reafon; and the confent of the legal

- profeflors was interwaven into the practie

of the tribunals. But thefe interpreters could
neither enad por cxccute the laws of the republicy
and the judges might difregard the authority of
the Scxvolas themfelves, which was often dvewn
thrown by the eloguence or fophifiry of an
ingenious pleader *.  Auguftus snd  Tiberius
were the firft to adopt ; as an ufeful engine," the
fcience of the civilians;: and their fervile labours
accommodated the old fyflem to the {pirit and
views of defpotifm. . Under ¢he fair .pretence of
fecuring the dignity of thie art, the privilege of
fubfcuibing legal and valid opinions was- confined
to the fages of fenatorian or equeltrian rank, who
had heen previoufly approved by the judgment
of the prince; and this monopoly prevailed, til}
Hadrian reftored the .freedom of the profeffian to
every citizen confcious of his abilities and knows
ledge. The difcrgtion of the prztor was now
governed by -the leffons of his teachers; the
judges were enjoined to obey the comment as
well as the text of the law; and +the ufe .of
codicils was. a memorable innovatioh’, which
Augultus ratified by the advice of the civilians .
- The moft abfolute mandate could only requise
that the judges fhould agree with the civilians; if the
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‘tivilians agreed among themfelves. But pofitive

wftitutions are often the refult of cuftom and
prejudice ; laws and language are ambiguous and
arbitrary ; where reafon is incapable of pronouncing,
the love of argument is inflamed by the eavy of
rivals, the vanity of mafters, the blind attachmeng
of their difciples; and the Roman jurifprudence
was divided by the once. famous fects of the
Proculians and Sabinians **. Two fages of the law,
Ateius Capito and Antiftius Labeo *’, adorned
the peace of the Auguftan age: the former diftin-
guifhed by the favour of his fovereign; the latter
more illuftrious by his contempt of that favour, and
his ftern though harmlefs oppofition to the tyrant
of Rome. Their legal ftudies were influenced
by the various colours of their temper and prin-
ciples. Labeo was attached to the form of the
old republic; his rival embraced the more profit-
able fubftance of the rifing monarchy. But the
difpofition of a courtier is tame and fubmiffive;
and Capito feldom prefumed to deviate from the
fentiments, or at leaft from the words, of his
predeceflors: while the bold republican purfued
his mdependent ideas without fear of paraddx or
innovations. The freedom of Labeo was enflav
ed, however, by the rigour of his own conclufi»
ons, and he decided according to the letter of
the law, the fame queflions which his indulgent

-competitor - refolved with a latitude of equity
jmore fuitable to the common fenfe apd feelings of

mankind. If a fair exchange had been fubftituted
to the payment of money, Capito fill confidered

GH AP
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the-tranfaction as a legal fale **; and he confulted
nature for the age of puberty, without confining
his definition" to the precife period of twelve or
fourteen years . This oppofition of fentiments
was propagatcd in the writings and leffons of the
twwo foynders; the fchools of Capite and Labeo
maintained their inveterate ¢onfli® from the age
of Auguftus to that of Hadrian ““; and the two
{e@s derived their appellations from Sabinus and
Proculius, ‘their moft celebrated teachers. The
names of Caffians and Pegafians were likewife ap-
plied to thefame parties; but, by aftrange reverfe,
the popular caufe was in the hands of Pegafus **,
a timid flave of Domitian, while the favourite
of the Cefars was reprefented by Caffius **, who
gloried in his defcent from the patriot affaffin. By
the perpetual edi@, the controverfies of the fedts

‘were in a-great meafure determined. For that

important work , the emperor  Hadrian preferred
the chief of “the Sabinians: the friends of mo-
narchy prevailed ; but the moderation of Salvius
Julian infenfibly reconciled the victors and the
vanquifhed. " Like the contemporary philofophers,
the lawyers of the age of the Antonines difclaim-
ed the authority of a mafter, and adopted from
cvery fyltem the moft probable docrines **. But
their writings would ‘have been lefs voluminous,

' had their choice been more unanimous. The

confcience of the judge was perplexed by the
number and weight of difcordant teftimonies, and
every fentence that his paffion or intereft might

. prenotince, was juftified by the fanction of fome

/
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veneiable name. An indulgent edit of the
younger Theodofius excufed him from the labour
of comparing and weighing their arguments.
Five civilians, Caius, Papinian, Paul, Ulpian,
and Modeftinus, were eftablifhed as the oracles
of jurifprudence: a majority was decifive; but if
their opinions were equally divided, a cafting
vote was afcribed to the fuperior wifdom of
Papinian ”*

CHAP
XL1V.

When Juf’aman afcended the throne, the reform. Reformation

of the Ro.

ation of the Roman jurifprudence was an arduous man law by
but mdxfpenfable tafk. In the fpace of ten centuries , Jultinian,

the infinite variety of laws and legal opinions had Qc

filled many thoufand volumes, which no fortune
could purchafe and no capacity could digeft. Books
could not eafily be found; and the judges, poor
in the midft of riches, were reduced to the exercife
of their illiterate difcretion. The_fubjeés of the
Greek provinces were ignorant of the language
that difpofed of their lives and propeities; and
the barbarous diale of the Latins was imperfeétly
ftudied in the academies of Berytus and Conftan-
tinople. As an Illyrian foldier, that idiom was
familiar to the infancy- of Juftinian ; his youth had
been inftructed by the leflons of jurifprudence ,
and his Imperial choice feleGted the moft learned

D. §27,

civilians ofthe Eaft, to’labour with their fovereign _

in the work of reformation’. The theory of pro-
feflors' was affifted by the pra&ice of advoctes
and the experience of magiftrates ; and the whole
undertakmg was animated by the fpirit of Tribo-

nian’*, This extraordmary man , the obje of fo Tribonian,
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much praife and cenfure, was a native of Side in
Pamphylia; and his genius, like that of Bacon,
embraced , as his own, all the bufinefs and
knowledge of the age. Tribonian compofed ,

~both in profe and verfe, on a ftrange diverfity
‘of curious and abftrufe fubje@s’’; a double pane-

gyric of Jultinian and the life of the philofopher
Theodotus; the nature of happinefs and the duties
of government; Homer’s catalogue and the four
and twenty forts of metre ; the altronomical canon
of Ptolemy ; the changes of the months ; the houfes
of the planets; and the harmonic fyftem of the
world. To the literature of Greece he added the
ufe of the Latin tongue; the Roman civilians were
depofited in his library and in his mind; and he
moft afliduoufly cultivated thofe arts which opened
the road of wealth and preferment. From the bar
of the pratorian prefeds , he raifed himfelf to the
honours of quaftor, of conful, and of mafter of
the offices : the council of Jultinian liftened to his
eloquence and wifdom, and envy was mitigated
by the gentlenefs and affability of his manners.
‘The reproaches of impiety and avarice have ftained
the virtues or the reputation of Tribonian. In a
bigotted and perfecuting court, the principal
minifter was accufed of a fecret averfion to the
Chriftian faith, and was fuppofed to entertain the
fentiments of an Atheift and a Pagan, which
hawe been’ imputed, inconfiftently enough, to
the laft philofophers of Greece. His avarice was
more clearly proved and more {fenfibly fele. If
he were fwayed by gifts in the adminiftration of
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juftice , the example of Bacon will again occut;

por can the merit of Tribonian atone for his
bafenefs, if he degraded the fandity of his pro-
feflion; and if laws were every day enacted,
modified, orrepealed, for the bafe confideration
of..his' private emolument. In the fedition of
GConftantinaple, his removal was granted to the
clamours, perhaps to the juft indignation, of the
people: but the quazftor was fpeedily reftored,

and,.till the hour of his death, he poffcffcd'
aboye twenty years, the favour and confidence
of the emperor. His paffive and dutiful fub-
miflion has .been honoured with the praife of

Juftinian himfelf; whofe vanity was incapable of

difcerning bow: often that fubmiffion degenerat.
ed into the groffelt adulation. " Tribonian adored
the. virtues of his gracious mafter: the earth was
unworthy of fuch a prince; and he affected a
pious. fear , that Juftinian , like Elijah - or Ro-
inulus ;, would be fnatched into the air, and
tranflated alzve to the manfions of celeftial

l 10
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lf Cacfar had atchieved the reformation of the The Code of

Roman law, his creative genius, enhghtened by

Juftinian ,
A. D. €28,

refleion and fludy, would have given to the February 135
world a pure and original fyftem of Junfpn-u-A D. 423,

dence. Whatever flattery might fuggeft, the **
emperor of the Eaft was afraid to eftablifh his
, private judgment as the ftandard of equity: in
the pofleflion of legiflative power, he borrowed
the aid of time and opinion; and his laborious
compilations are guarded by the fages and legifla-

til 7.
\
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cH AP tors of palt times: Inftead of a Ratue caft in z
XLIV.  fimple mould by the hand of an artift, the works
of Juftinian reprefent a teflelated - pavement of

antique and coftly,, but too often- of incoherent
fragments. In the firft year of his reign, he:di-

rected the faithful Tribonian, and nine learned
aflociates, to revife the ordinances of his prede:

ceflors, as they were contained, fince 'the time

of Hadrian, in the Gregorian, Hermogenjan.j

and Theodofian codes; to purge the errors. and
contradi@ions, to retrench whatever was obfolete

or fuperfluous , and to fele&.the wife and falutary

laws beft adapted to the practice of the tribunals

“and the ufe of his fubje@s.  The- work ‘was
accomplifhed in fourteen months; and -the twelwve

books or tables, which the new decemvirs proa

duced, might be defigned to imitate the labowis

of their Roman predeceflors. The new.cope of

Juftinian was honoured with his name ,>and
confirmed by his royal fignature : authentic trinf:

cripts were multiplied by the pens.of notaries' and

fcribes; they were tranfmitted to the magifiraes

of the European, the Afiatic, and afterwards the

African proyinces: and the law of the empire

was proclaimed on folemn feftivals at the dodrs

The Pandeas of churches. A more arduous operation was il
A 3?:?5, behind: to extra& the {pirit of jurifprudence frome
pec. 15;  the decifions and conjetures, the queftions and
o 835 difputes of the Roman civilians. Seventeen lawyers,
T with Tribonian at- their head, were appointed
by the emperor to exercife an abfolute jurifdic-

tion over the works of their predeceflors, If they
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had obeyed his commands in ten years, Juftinian
would have been fatisfied with their diligence;
and the rapid compofision of the DIGEST or
PANDECTS ', in three years, will deferve praife
or cenfure, according to the merit of the execu-
tion. From the library of Tribonian, they chofe
forty , the moft eminent civilians of former ti-
mes ’‘: two thoufand treatifes were compriled in
an pbridgment of fifty books; and it has been
carefully recorded, that three millions of lines
or fentences 77, were reduced, in this abftra&,
to the moderate number of one hundred and fifty
thoufand. The edition of this great work was
delayed a month after that of the INSTITUTES;
and it feemed reafonable that the elements fhould
precede the digeft of the Roman law. As foon
as the emperor had approved their labours, he
ratified , by his legiflative power, the fpecula-

tions of thefe private citizens: their commenta-

ries, on the twelve tables, the -perpetual edi&,
the laws of the people, and the decrees of
the fenate , fucceeded to the authority of the
text; and the text was abandoned, as an
ufelefs , though venerable , relic of antiquity.
The Code, the Pandeds, and the Inflitutes,
were declared to be the legitimate fyftem of civil
jurifprudence ; they alone were admitted in the
tribunals, and they alone were taught in the
academies of Rome, Conftantinople, and Bery-
tus. Juftinian addreffed to the fenate and pro-
vinces, his etcrnal oracles; and his pride, under

CHAP
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‘the ma(k of piety, afcribed the confummation of
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this great defign to the fuPport and 1nfp1ration of
the Deity.

Since the emperor declined the fame and envy
of original compofition, we can on]y require at
his hands, method , choice, and fidelity, the
humble, though indifpenfable, virtues of a com-
piler. Among the various combinations of ideas,
it is difficult to affign any reafonable preference;
but as the order of Juftinian is different in: his
three works, it is poffible that all may be wrong;
and jt is certain that two cannet.be right. In the
feleGion of ancient laws, he feems to have viewed
his predeceffors without jealoufy, and with equal
regard : the feries could not afcend above the

" reign of Hadrian, and the narrow diftin&ion of
Paganifm and Cbriftianity , introduced by the
fuperftition of Theodofipys, had been abolifhed
by the confent of mankind. But the juri{fprudence
of the Pandeds is circumficribed within a period
of an hundred years, from the perpetual edi@ to
the death of Severus Alexander : the civilians
who lived under the firft Cefars, are feldom per-
mitted to fpeak, and only three names can be
attributed to the age of the republic. The favour-
ite’ of Juftinian (it has been fiercely urged) was
fearful of encountering the light of freedom and
the gravity of Roman fages. Tribonian condemn-
ed to oblivion the genuine and native wifdom
of Cato, the Scevolas, and Sulpicius; while he
invoked fpirits more congenial to his own, the
Syrians, Greeks, and Africans, who flocked to

~ the Imperial court to fludy Latin as a foreign
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tongue , and jurifprudence as a lucrative profef-
fion. But the minifters of Juftinian ”* were in-
ftrued to labour, not for the curiofity of anti-
quarians, but for the immediate benefit of his fub-
jects. It was their duty to felet the ufeful and
ptactical parts of the Roman law; and the writ.
ings of the old republicans, however .curious ‘or
excellent; were no longer fuited to the new fyf-
tem of manners, religion, and government. Per-
haps, if the preceptors and friends of Cicero were
ftill alive,, our candour would acknowledge, that,
except in purity of language ”*, their intrinfec
merit was excelled by the fchool of Papinian and
Ulpian. The fcience of the laws is. the flow
growth of time and experience, and the advan.
tage both of method and materials, is naturally
afflumed by the moft recent authors. The civi-
lians of the” reign of the Antonines had ftudied
the works of their predeceflors : their philofophic
fpirit had mitigated the rigour of antiquity, fim-
plified the forms of proceeding, and emerged
from the jealoufy and prejudice of the rival fects.
The choice of the authorties that compofe the
Pandefs, depended on the judgment of Tribo-
nian: but the power of his fovereign could not
abfolve him from the facred obligations of truth
and fidelity. As the legiflator of the empire,
Juftinian might repeal the a&s of the Antonines,
or condemn, as feditious, the' free principles,
which were maintained by the laft of the Roman
lawyers *°.  But the exiftence of paft fa&s is pla-
ced beyond the reach of defpotifm, and the em-

CHAP
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peror was guilty of fraud and forgery, when he
corrupted the integrity of their text, infcribed
with their venerable names the words and ideas

of his fervile reign **, and fupprefled, by the

hand of power, the pure and authentic copies of
their fentiments. The changes and interpolations
of Tribonian and his colleagues are excufed by
the pretence of uniformity: but their cares have

been infufficient, and the antinomies, or contradic~

tiohs of the Code and Pandects, ftill exercife the
patience and fubtlety of modern civilians **.

A rumour devoid of evidence has been propa-
gated by the enemies of Juftinian; that the jurif-

prudence .of ancient Rome was reduced to afhes
by the author of the Pande@s . from ‘the vain\

perfuafion, that it was now“either falfe or fuper-
fluous. Without ufurping an office fo invidious,
the emperor might fafely commit to ignorance
and time the accomph(hment of this deftructive
wilh. Before the invention of printing and pa
per, the labour and the materials of writing
could be purchafed only by the rich; and it may
reafonably be computed, that the price of books
was an hundred fold their prefent value *’. Co-
pies were flowly multiplied and cautioufly re-
newed : the hopes of profit tempted the facrile-
gious fcribes to eraze the characters of antiquity,
and Sophocles or Tacitus were obliged to refign
the parchment to miflals, homilies, and the gold-
en legend **. If fuch ‘was the fate of the moft
beautiful compofitions of genius, what ftability
could be expected for the dull and barren works

of
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of an obfolete fcience ? The books of jurifpru-
. dence were interefting to few, and entertaining to
none: their value was connected with prefent
ufe,, and they funk for ever as foon as that ufe
was fuperfeded by the innovations of fafhion,
fuperior merit, or public authority. In the age
of peace and learning , between Cicero and the
laft of the Antonines, many loffes had been already
fuftained, and fome luminaries of the fchool, or
forum, were known only to the curious by tra.
dition and report. Three hundred and fixty years
of diforder and decay accclerated the progtrefs of
oblivion ; and it may fditly be prefumed, that of
the writings, which Juftinian is accufed of ne.
gle@ing, many were no longer to be found in
the libraries of the Eaft *’. The copies of Papj-,
nian or Ulpian, which the reformer had profcr1~
bed , were deemed unworthy of future notice;
the twelve tables and pratorian edi& infenfibly
vanifhed, andl the monuments of ancient Rome

were neglected or deftroyed by the envy and-

ignorance of the Greeks. Even the Pandecs them-
felves have efcaped with difficulty and danger
from the common fhipwreck, and criticifm has
pronounced . that al the editions and manufcripts
of the Weft are derived from one original *. It
was tranfcribed at Conftantinople in the begin-
ning of the feventh century *7, was fucceffively
tranfported by the acc1d( ats of war and- coms
merce to Amalphl , Pifa **, and Florence **,
and is now depofited as a facred relic ** in the
ancient palace of the republic *”.
Vor. VIII. .

c n A P‘
XLIV,
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It is the firft care of a reformer to prevent any
future teformation. ‘To maintain. thé text of the
Pandeéts, the Inftitutes, and the Code, the ufe
of cypheis and abbreviations was rigoroufly pros
fcribed ; and as Juftinian recolletted , that the
perpetual edict had been buried under the weight
of commentators, he denounced the punifhment

. of forgery againft the rafh civilians who fhould

tion of the
Code,

A D. 533,
Nov, 15,

prefume to interpret or pervert the will of their
fovereign. The Icholars of Accurfius, of Barto-
lus,’ of Cujacius, fhould blufh for their accumus-
lated guilt, unlefs they dare to difpute his right
of binding the authority of his fucceffors, and
the native fréedom of the mind. But the em.
peror was unable to fix his own inconftancy;
and, while he boafted of renewing the exchange
of Diomede, of tranfmuting brafs into gold *,
“he difcoveted the neceflity of purifying his gold
from the mixture of bafer alloy:. Six years had
not elapfed from the publication of the Code,
_before he condemned the imperfedt attempt, by
"a new and more accurate edition of the fame
work ; which he enriched with two hundred of
his own laws, and fifty decifions of the darkeft
- and motft intricate points of jurifprudence. Every
year, o, according to-Procopius, each day, of
his long reigh, was marked by fome legal innb-
vation. Many of his acts were refcinded by him. _
Telf; many wete rejected by his fuceeffors, many
have been obliterated by time; but the number
of fixteen EDICTS, and one hundred and fixty-

The Novels ,“eight NOVELS **, -has been. admitted. into the
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authentuc bedy of the civil jurifprudence: In cmar
the opinion of a philofopher fuperior to the pre- xriv.
judices of his . profeffion, thefe inceffant, and,, A-D-.
for the moft part trifliiig, alterations. can be only *****
explained by the venal {pirit of a prince, who

fold without fiame his judgments and his laws **

The charge of the fecret hiftorian is indeed ex-

plxcu; and vehcment; but tlie fole inftance, which .

he produces, miay be afcribed to the devotion as

well as to the avarice of Juftinian. A wealthy

bigot bad bequcatbcd his irberitance to the church

of Emefa; and 1its value was enhanced by the
‘dexterity of an aitilt, who fubfcribed confeflions

of debt and promifes of payment with the names

of the richeft Syriads. ‘They pleaded the eftab-

hihed prefcription of thirty or forty years; bue

their deferice was over-ruled by a retrofpective

edi¢t, which extended the claims of the church

to the term of a century;. an edi& fo pregnant

with injuftice and diforder; that after ferving this
occafional purpofe, it was prudently abolithed in

the fame reign *. If candour will acquit the em-

_peror himfelf, and transfer the eortuption to his

wife and favourites, the fufpicion of fo foul a

-vice muft ftill degrade the majefty of his laws;

and the advocates gf Juftinian may acknowledge,

that fuch levity, whatfoever be the motive, is
unworthy of a legiflator and a man. ‘

Monarchs feldom condefcend to- Become the fae ium-
preceptors of their fubjects; and fome priife is Py 5
due to Juftinian, by whofe command an ample Noy, a1;
fyftem was reduccd to a {lote and elementary

2
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cmap. treatife. Among the vanous inftitutes of the Ro~
xLiv.  man law *’, thofe of Caius ** were the moft po-’
pular in xhe Eaft and Welt; and their ufe may
be conﬁdered as an evidence of their merit. They
were fele@ed by the Imperial delegates, Tribo<
nian, Theoplnlus, and Dorotheus: and the free-
dom and purity of the Antonines was incrufted
with the coarfer materials of a degenerate age.
The fame volume which introduced the youth
of Rome, Conﬁantmople and Berytus, to the,
gradual ftudy of the Code and Pandeds, is ftill
precious to the hiftorian, the phllofopher, and
the magiftrate. The INSTITUTES of Juftinian are -

. divided into four books; they proceed, with no.
contemptible method, from, 1. Perfons, to, IL
Things, and from things, to, IIL Adions; and
the article IV. of Private Wriongs, is ' tcrminated
by the principles of Criminal Law. -

1. oF pER- L The diftin@ion of ranks and perfons, is the

SONS. firmeft bafis of a mixed and limited government.
Freemen and
faves. In France, the remains of liberty are kept alive

by the fpmc the honours, and even the preju-

dices, of fifty thoufand nobles *". Two hundred .
families. fupply , in lineal defcent, the fecond™
branch ‘of the Englifh legiflature, which main- -

tains, between the king audecommons, the ba-ﬂ_ .

l'ancc of the conftitution. A gradation of patri-
cians and plebeians, of firangers and fubje@s,
has fupportcd the ariftocracy of Genoa, Venice,
and ancient Rome. The perfe& equality of men
is the point in which the extremes of democracy -
and defpoufm are confounded; fince the majefy -
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of the prince or people would be offended, if
any heads' were- exalted above the level of theu'
fellow-flaves or fellow-citizens. In the d@clme
of the Roman empire, the proud diftinQions of
the- republic were gradually - abolifhed, and the
reafon or inftin& of Juftinian completed the {imple

form of -an abfolute monarchy. The emperor’

could not eradicate the popular reverence which
always waits on the poffeflion of hereditary wealth
or the memory of famous anceftors. He delighted-

to honour with titles and emoluments, his gene-

rals, magiftrates, and fenators; and his precarious

indulgence eommunicated fome rays of their glory:
to the perfons of their wives and-children. ° But-

in the eye of the law, all Roman citizens were
equal, and all fubjeéts of the ‘empire were citizens
of Rome. That ineftimable characer was degrad-
ed to an obfolete and empty name. The voice
of a Roman could no longer ena& his laws, or
create the annual minifters of his power: his con-
ftitutional rights might have checked the arbitra-

ry will of a2 mafter; and the bold adventurer

from Germany or Arabia was admitted , with
equal favour, to the civil and military command
which the citizen alone had been. once entitled
ta afflume over the conquefts of hle-ﬁathcrs The
firft Cfars had fcrupuloufly guarded the diftinc-
tion of ingenuous, and fervile birth, which was
decided by the condition of the mothcr and the

candour of the laws was fatisfied, if her freedom -
could be afcertained during a fingle. moment
between the conception and the delivery.  The-

D3
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flaves, 'wha were hberated by a gencrous ma&er,
immediately entered into the middlé clafs of li-
bernnét ‘tr freedmens but they could never be
enfranchifed from the duties of obedience and
gratititde: whatever were the fruits of their in-
duftry - then‘ patran and his family inhesited the
third phrt; or even the whole of their fortune,
if théy-died without children and without a tef-
tament. Juftinian refpedted the rights of patronsi
but bis mdulgcnce removed the badge of difgrace
from the two inferior orders of freedmen: whoever
ceafed to be a flave, obtained, without referve
or dclay, the {’catiou‘of a citizen; and at length
the dignity of an ingenuous birth, which nature
had refufed; was created, or fuppofed, by the
omnipotence of the emperor.  Whatever reftraints
of age, or forms, or numbers, had been formerly
1ntr6duced tq check the abufe of manumiffions,
and the too rapid encreafe of vile and indigent
Romans, he finally abolifhed; and the fpirit of
his laws promoted the exun&ron of domeftic
fervitude: Yet the eaftern prqvinces were filled,
m the-time of Jultinian, wjth multitudes of flaves,
either born or purcbafcd ‘for the ufe of therr
mafters; and the price, from ten to fevcnty Pneces
of ‘gold; wae determined” by their age, their
ftrength’, "and their education **°. But the hard-
thips’ of this dependent fiate were continually
diminithed by the influence of government and re-
Yigion; and the pride of a fubjec was no longer
elated by his abfolute dominion over the life and
hgﬂpmcfs of his bondfman *¥,
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. The law of nature inftruts moft animals to ¢ maA m
cherith and educate their infant” progeny. The xuzv.
law of reafon inculcates to the human fpecies the Fathers and
xeturns of filial piety. But the exclufive, abfolute, tildrest
‘and perpetual dominion of the father over his
«children , - is peculiar to the Roman jurifpru-
‘dence ', and feems to be coéval with the found-

ation of the city ', The paternal power was
mftituted or confirmed by Romulus himfelf; and
after the practice of three centuries, it was in-
fcribed on the fourth table of the Decemvirs. In

the fornm, the fenate, or the camp, the adult

fon of a Roman citizen enjoyed the public and
private rights of a perfon; in his father’s houfe,

he was a mere thing; confounded by the laws

with the moveables, the cattle, and the flaves,
whom the capricious malter might alienate or
deftroy, without being refponfible ta any earthly
tribunal, The hand which beftowed the daily
. fultenance might refume the voluntary gift, and
~whatever was aequired by the labour or fortune

of the fon, was immediately loft in the property

_of the father. His flolen goods (his oxen or his
_ children) might be recavered by the fame action
of theft ***; and if either had been guilty of a
trefpafs, it. was in his own option to compenfate
" the damage, or refign to the injured party the
- obnoxious animal. At the call-of indigence or
avarice, the maflter of a family could difpéfe of
his children or his flaves. But the condition of
the flave was far more advantageous, fince he
regained by the firft manumiffioq Ih)ts alienatedt

4 -
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freedom: the fon was again reflored to his un-
natural father, he might be. condemned to
fervitude a fecond and a third time, and i1t wag
not till after the third fale and deliverance ***,
that he 'was enfranchifed from the domeftic
power, which had been' fo repeatedly atuled.
According to his difcretion , a father might
chaftife the real or imaginary faults of his chil.
dren, by firipes, by imprifonment, by exile,
by fending them to the country to work in
chains among the meaneft ‘of his fervants. The.
majefty of a parent was armed with the power
of life and death ***; and the examples of fuch
bloody executions, which were fometimes praifed
and never punifhed, may be traced in the annals.
of Rome , beyond' the times of Pompey and
Auguftus. Neither age, nor rank, nor the con-
fular office, nor the honours of a triumph, could
exempt the moft illuftrious citizen from the
bonds of flial fubjection **’: his own defcendants
were included in the family of .their common
anceftor; and the claims of adoption were not
Jefs facred or lefs rigorous than thofe of nature.
Without fear, though not- without danger of

‘abufe , the Roman legiflators had repofed an

unbounded confidence in the fentiments of pa-.
ternal Jove; and the oppreflion was tempered

by the affurance, that each generation muft

Limitationg
of the paters
®a) authority,

fucceed in its turn to the awful dignity of parens.
and mafter "

The firft limitation of paternal power is.
afcribed to the juftice and humanity of Numa:.
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and the maid who, with his father's confent, cwa »,
bad efpoufed a freeman, was protected from the xiv.
difgrace of becoming the wife of a flave. In the
firlk ages, when the city was preffed and often
famifthed by her Latin and Tufcan neighbours,
the fale of children might be a frequent practice;
but as a:Roman could not legally purchafe the
liberty of his fellow-citizen, the market muft
gradually fail, and the trade would be deftroyed
‘by the conquefts of the republic. An imperfe&
right of property was at length cdmmunicated
to fons; and the threefold diftin&ion of profedi-
tious, adventitious, and profeffional, was afcertained
by the jurifprudence of the Code and Pandeés ***.
Of all that proceeded from the father, he im-
parted only the ufe, and referved the abfolute
dominion; yet if his goods were fold, the filial
portion was excepted, by a favourable interpre-
tation, from the demands of the creditors. In
whatever accrued by marriage, gift, or collateral
fucceflion, the property was fecured to the fon;
but the father’, unlefs he had been {pecially
excluded, enjoyed the ufufru@ during his life.
As a juft and prudent reward of military virtue,
the fpoils of the enemy were acquired, poflefled,
and bequeathed by the foldier alone ; and the
fair analogy was extended to the emoluments of
any liberal profeflion, the falary of public fervice,
-and the facred liberality of the emperor or the
emprefs. The life .of a citizen was lefs expofed
than his fortune to the abufe of paternal power.
Yet his life might be adverfe to the intereft or
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paffions of an unworthy father: the fame crimes
that flowed from the corruption, were more
fenfibly felt by the humanity, of the Auguftar
age; and the cruel Erixo, who whipt his fon till
he expired, was faved by the emperor from the
juft fury of the multitude ***. The Roman father,
from the licence of fervile dominion, was reduced
to the gravity and moderation of a judge. The
prefence and opinion of Auguftus confirmed the
fentence of exile pronounced againft an intention-
al parricide by the domeftic tribunal of Arius.

‘Hadrian -tranfported to' an -ifland the jealous

parent, who, like a robber, had feized the
opportunity of hunting, to affaffinate a youth,
the inceftuous lover of his ftep-mother '*°. A
private jurifdiction is repugnant to the fpirit of
monarchy ; the parent.was again reduced from a
judge to an accufer; and the magiftrates were
enjoined by Severus Alexander to hear his com-
plaints and execute his fentence.-He could neo-
Jonger take the life of a fon without incurring
the guilt and punifhment of murder; and the
pains of parricide, from which he had' been
excepted by the Pompeian law, were finally
inflited by the juftice of Conftantine ***. The
fame protetion was due to every period of
exiftence ; and reafon muft applaud the humanity
of Paulus, for imputing the crime of murder to
the father, who ftrangles, or ftarves, or abandouns
his new-born infant; or expofes him in a publio
place to find the mercy which he himfelf had
denicd. But the expofition of children was .the
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prevailing and ftubborn vice of antiquity : it was
fometimes prefcribed , often permitted ; almoft
always practifed with impunity, by the nations
who never éntertained the Roman idecas of pa-
ternal'power; and the dramatic poets, who ap-

CHAR
KLIV,

p"al-to ‘the human leart, reprefent with indif- .

ference a p0pu]ar cuftom which was palliated by
the motives of ceconomy and compaffion . If

‘the “fdthey could fubdue his own feelings, he

might efeape,” though not the cenfure, at leaft
the 'chaftifément of the laws; and the Roman
empire was {tained with the blood of infants, till
fuch murders were included , by Valemlman and
his colleagues, in the letter and fpirit of the Cor-

nelidni Jave.. “Fhe leflons of jurifprudence **’ and
chriftianity had been- infufficient to eradicate this

‘inhuman pradtice, till their gentle influence-was

114

fortified by -the terrors of capital punifhment

Experience has proved, that favages are the Husbandy.
and wives.

‘tyrants of the female fex, and that the candition
of women Is ufually foftened by the refinements
of focial life. In-the hope of a robult progeny,
Lycurgus had delayed the feafon of marriage: it
was ﬁxbd by Numa at the tender age of twelve
yeard,” that the Roinen hufband mxghc educate
to-his“wvilt a pure and obedient virgin .

his Bride of her parents, and fhe fulfilled the
coemption > by purchafing, with three pieces of
‘copper, a juft -introductien to his houfe and
houfehold deities. A facrifice of fruits was of-

~fercd by the pontffs.in the prefence of ten wits

/

A(‘- The religious
‘cording’to the cuftom of antiquity, he bought rites of mare

riage.
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o u A r, neffes, the contradting parties were feated on. the

XLIV.

Freedom of

fame fheepfkin; they talted a falt. cake of far
or rice; and this confarreation ***," which denoted
the ancient food of Italy, ferved as an emblent

. of their myftic union of mind and body.. Bu¥
this union on the fide of the woman was rigor-
ous and unequal; and fhe renoanced the name:
and worfhip of her father's houfe, to embrace a-
new fervitude, decorated only by the titlc of.
adoption. A fi¢tion of the law, neither rational
nor elegant, beftowed on the mothcr of a fami-

n7

(her proper appellation) the firange char-

aé'ters of filter to her own children, and of
.daughter to her hufband or mafter, who was

invefted with the plenitude of paternal power.

By his judgment or caprice her behaviour was
approved , or cenfured , or chaftifed; he.exercifed"
the jurifdiction of life and death; and it was allow-

ll'

ed, thatin the cafes of adultery or drunkennefs

the fentence might be properly inflicted. Shc‘
-acquired and inherited for the fole profit of her:
lord; and fo clearly was woman defined, not as-
a perfon, but as a thing, that, if the original title-
were deficient, fhe: might be claimed, like other"
-moveables, by the ufe and poffeflion of an entire..

year.. The inclination of the Roman hufband

difcharged or withheld the conjugal debt,. fo .
" {crupuloufly exa@ed by the Athenian and Jewifh .
‘but, as polygamy was unknown, he.
could never admit to his bed a fau‘er or more -

!l’

laws

favoured partner.

After the Punio triumphs,. the matrons of Rome :

\
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afpired to the common benefits of a free and cua .
opulent republic: their wifhes were gratified by xuiv..
the indulgence of fathers and lovers, and their the mawime.
ambition was unfuccefsfully refifted by the gra-nm conuae
vity of Cato the Cenfor **°. © They declined the
folemnities of the old nuptials, defeated the an-

nual prefcription by an abfence of three days,

and, without lofing their name or independence,
fobfcribed the liberal and definite terms of a
marriage-contrat. Of their private fortunes,

they communicated the ufe, and fecured the
property : the eftates of a wife could neither be
aljenated nor mortgaged by a prodigal hufband;

their mutual gifts were prohibited by the jea-

loufy of the laws; and the mifconduc of either

party might afford , under ‘another name, a

future fubje® for an action of theft. To this

loofe and voluntary compa®, religious and civil

rites were no longer effential; and, between
perfons of a fimilar rank, the apparent commu-

nity of life was allowed as fufficient evidence of

their nuptials. The dignity of marriage was reftor-

ed by the Chriftians, who derived all fpiricval grace

from the prayersof the faithful and the benediction

of the prieft or bithop. The origin, validity , and

duties of the holy inftitution, were regulated by

the tradition of the-fynagogue, the precepts of the

gofpel; and the canons of generalor provincial fy-

nods **; and the confcience of the Chriftians was

awed by the decrees aud cenfures of their ec-
clefiaftical rulers. Yet the magiftrates of Jufti-

nian were not fubject to the authority of the
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church: the emperor confulted the: "unbe]ieving
civilians of antiquity ; and the -choice of matsi-.
monial laws in the ‘Code arid Pande@s, is dire@-
ed by the earthly motives of jufticey pohcy, and
the natural freedom of both fexes ***. -

Befides thé agreement of the paities , the ef-’
fence ef every rational contra&; the: Roman
marriage réquired the previous approbation : of
the parents: A father miglit be forced by fome

‘ recent laws to fupply the wints of a mature
- daugliter; but even his infanity was not generally
allowed to fiperfede the neceflity of his copfent.

The caufes of the diffolution of matrimony have
varied among the Romans *’; but the . mioft
folemn facrament, the confarreation itfelf,- might
always be done away by rites of a ‘contrary
tendency. In the firft ages; -the father of a
family might fell his- children; and his wife was
reckoned in the number- of. his children: the
domeftic judge might pronounce the death of the
offender; or his mercy -might expel her from hix
bed and houfe; but the flavery of the wretch-
ed female was hopelefs and. perpetual, -unlefs he
afferted for bhis own c6nverience the manly:
prerogntwe of divoreé. The -warmeft applaufe
has been lavithed on the virtue of theé-Romans,
who abftained from the exercife ‘of this tempting
privilege above five hundred years ***: but. the
fame fact evinces the unequal terms of a connec-
tion in which the flave was unable to renounce

‘her tyrant, and the tyrant.was unwilling to re<
‘Hoquifh his flave. When,.the Roman matrons
“became the equal aad " voluntary companions of
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their lords, a new jurifpruderice was introduced, ¢ m A B
that marriage, like ather partnerfhips, might be XLIV.
diffolved by the abdication of one of - the af
fociates. In._ three centuries of profperity and
corruption , this principle was enlarged to fre-
quent practice and pernicious abufe. Paffion,
intereft, or caprice; fuggcﬂ;ed daily metives for
the diffolution of mariiage; a- word, a fign, a
meflage, a letter, the marndate of a freedman,
declared- the feparation; the madft tender of
human conne&ions was degraded to a tranfient
focxety of profit or pleafure. - According to the
wvarious tonditions of life, both fexes alternately
felt the difgrace and injury! an inconftant
fpoufe transferred her ‘wealth to a new family,
abandoning a numerous, perhaps a fpurious,
progeny to the paternal authority and care of
her late hufband; a beautiful virgin might be
difmiffed to the world,  old, indigent, and
friendlefs; but the relu@ance of the Romans,
when they were preflfed to marriage by Au-
guftus, fufficiently marks, that the prevailing
inftitutions were leaft favourable to the males. A
fpecious theory is confuted by this free and per-
fet experiment, which demonftrates, that the
liberty of divotce does not contribute to hap-
‘pinefs and virtue. 'The facility of feparation
-would deftroy all mutual confidence, and id«
-flame every trifling difpute: the minute difference
between an bufband and a ftranger, which
might fo eafily be removed, might ftill more -
calily be forgotten; and the matrer, who in
-five - years can fubmit to the embraces of eight
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cH AP hufbands, muft ceafe to reverence the chaltity of
xttv.  her own perfon ™',
I:T:mﬁ:::t Infufficient remedies followed with diftant and
“F divorce, | tardy fteps the rapid progrefs of the evil. The
ancient worfhip of the Romans afforded a pecu-
liar goddefs to hear and reconcile the complaints
of a married life; but her epithet of Viriplaca ***,
the appeafer of hufbands, too clearly indicates
on which fide fubmiffion and repentance were al-
ways expected. Every a& of a citizen was fub-
je& to the judgment of the cenfors; the firlt who
ufed the privilege of divorce affigned, at their
command, the motives of his condu& **?; and a
fenator was expelled for difmiffing his virgin fponfe
without the knowledge or advice of his friends.
Whenever an action was inftituted for the reco-
very of a marriage - portion, the prator, as the
guardian of equity, examined the caufe and the
chara&ers, and gently inclined the fcale in favour
of the guiltlefs and injured party. Auguftus, who
united the powers of both magiftrates, adopted
their different modes of reprefling or chaftifing
the licence of divorce ™*. The prefence of feven
Roman witneffes was required for the validity of
this folemn and ‘deliberate a; if any adequate
rovocation had been given by the hufband, in-
ftead of the delay of two years , he was compelled
to refund immediately , or in .the fpace of fix
months; but if he could arraign the manners of
bis wife, her guilt or levity was expiated by the
lofs of the fixth or eighth part of her marriage-
portion. The Chriftian princes were the firlt who
© Ipecified

\
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fpecified the juft caufes of a private divorca; ‘their ¢ g a p.

inftitutions, from Conftantine to Juftinian, appear  xriv.

to ﬂué‘tuate between the. cuftom of the empire

and the wifhes of the church ***, and the author

of the Novels too frequently reforms the Junfpru-

dence of the Code and Pande@s. In the moft -

rigorous laws, a wife wils condemned to fupport

a gamefter, a drunlnrd 'or a libertine, unlefs he

were guilty of homxcnde poifon; or facrilege, in

which cafes the marriage, as it fhould feem, xmght

have been diffolved by the hand of the execution-

er. But the facred right of the hufband was in-

'variably maintained, to deliver his name and famil

from the difgrace of adultery: the lift of mortal®

fins, either male or female, was curtailed and enlar g-

ed by fucceflive regulations, and the obftacles

of incurable impotence, long abfence, and mo-

naftic profeflion, were allowed to refcmd the ma-

trimonial obligation. Whoever tranfgreffed the

permiffion of the law, was fubjet.to various and

heavy penalties. The woman was ftript of her

wealth and ornaments, without excepting the bod-

- kin of her hair:, if the man introduced a new

bride into his bed, her fortune might be lawfully

feized by the vengeance of his exiled wife. For. *

feiture was fometimes commuted to a'fine; the

fine was fometlmes aggravated by tranfportatlon

to an ifland, or imprifontent in a monaftery: -

the injured party was releafed from the bonds of

marriage; but the offender, during life or a term

of years, was difabled from the repetition of nup-

tials. The fucceflor of Juftinian yiclded to the
-Vor. VIIL K
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"tuavr prayers of his unhappy fubjecs, and reftored the
xutv, liberty of divorce by matual confent: the civi-
lians were unanimous **°, the theologians were

divided ***, and the ambiguous word, which con-

tains the precept of Chrift is flexible to any inter-

pretation that the wifdom of a legiflator can

demand. :

Incet, con. - T he freedom of love and marriage was reftrain-
::m' ad ed among the Romans by natural and civil im-
" . pediments. An inftin&®, almoft innate and uni-
verfal, appears to prohibit the inceftuous com-
merce "’ of parents and children in the infinite
feries of afcending and defcending generations.
« Concerning the oblique and collateral branches,
nature is indifferent, reafon mute, and cuftom va-
+ rious and arbitrary. In Egypt, the marriage of
brothers and fifters was admitted without fcruple
orexception: a Spartan might efpoufe the daughter

of his father, an Athenian, that of his mother;

and the nuptials of an uncle with his niece were
applauded at Athens as an happy union of the
deareft relations. The profane lawgivers of Rome
‘were never tempted by idtereft or fuperftition to
multiply the forbidden degrees: but they inflexibly
condemned the marriage of fifters and brothers,
hefitated whether firft coufins fhould be touched by

the fame interdi&®; revered the parental chara&er

of aunts and uncles, and treated affinity and
adoption as a juft imitation of the ties of blood.
According to the proud maxims of the republic,

a legal marriage could only be contracted by free
citizens; anhoneurable, at leaft an ingenuous birth,

)
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-was required for the fpoufe -of a fenator: butthe € # A &,
blood of kings could never mingle in legitimate XLIV.
nuptials with the blood of a Roman; and the -
mname of Stranger degraded Cleopatra and Bere.

nice *"’, to live the concubines of Mark Antony
and Titus **. This appellation, indeed fo inju

rious to the majefty, cannot without indulgence

be applied to the manners, of thefe Oriental

queens. A concuibine, in the firi& fenfe of the
civilians, was a woman of fervile or p]ebexan
-extraction, the fole and faithful companion of a

Roman citizen, who continued in a ftate of celis
bacy. Her modeft fation below the honouts of
a wife, above the infamy of a proftitite, was
acknowledged and approved by the laws: from

the age of Auguftus to the tenth century, the

vfe of this fecondary marriage prevailed both in

the Weft and Eaft, and the humble virtues -of a
concubine were often preferred to the ponip and
infolence of a noble matron. In this conne&ion,

the two Antonines, the beft of princes and of

men, enjoyed the comforts of domeftic love:
the example was imitated by many citizens ima

patient of cehbacy, but regardful of their families,

If at any time they defired to legitimaté their na«

tural children, the converfion was inftantly per -
formed by the celebration of their nuptials with
a partner whofe fruitfulnefs and fidelity they had
already tried. By this epithet of natural, the off.
fpring of the concubine were dx&mzulfhed from
the fpurious brood of adultery, proftitution; and
inceft, to whom Jultinian r:luétantlg grants the

: 2
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neceflary aliments of life ;and thefe natural children

alone: weré capable of fucceeding to a fixth part
of"the inheritance of their reputed father. Accord-
ing to the rigour of law, baftards were entitled
only to the name and condition of their- mother,
from whom they might derive the charader of a
ﬂiVe a ftranger, or a citizen. The outcafts of
every family were adopted without reproach as
the children of the ftate **." "

The relation of guardian and ward, er in Ro-

man words of tutor and pupil, which covers {o
many titles of the Inftitutes and Pandects ***, is
of a véry fimple and uniform mature. ‘The per-
fon" and property of an orphan muft always be
trufted to the cuftody of fome difcreet friend. If
the deceafed father had not fignified bis choice]
the agnats , or patérnal kmdred of the neardf
degree , were compelled to a&t as the natural
guardians : the Athenians were apprehenfive of
expofing the: mf'mt to the power of thofe ‘molt
mterefted in his death; but an axiom of Roman
juiifprudence has pronounced that the charge
of tutelage fhould conftantly attend the emolu-
ment of fucceffion. If the choice of -the father,
and the line’ of confanguinity, afforded no efﬁcnent
guardian, the failure was fupplied by the nomi-
nation of the prietor of the city, or the prefident
of the province.  But the perfon’ whom they-
named to this public office mlght be legally ex~
cufed by infanity or blindnefs, by ignorance or
mablhty, by previous enmity or adverfe-intereft,
by ‘the number of chAdren or guardian(hips with
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which he was already burthemed , and, by the cHaAP.

immunijties, which ~were' granted to the ufeful

labouss of magiftrates, lawyers, phyficians, and.

ptofeflors. Till:the infant could fpeak and-think,
be was reprefented by the tutor; whofe authority
was finally determined by the age of puberty.
Without-his confent, no a& of the pupil could
bind himfelf to his own. prejudice , though -it
might oblige others for his perfonal benefit. It
is needlefs to obferve, that the tutor often gave
{fecurity, ‘and: always repdered. an accourt, and
that the want. of diligence or integrity expofed
km to a civil and almoft criminal a&tion for the
violation of his facred truft. ‘T he age of puberty
had been rafhly fixed hy the civilians at fourteen;
but as the faculties of the mind ripen more flowly
than .thofe of the body, a. curator was-interpofed

to guard: the: fortunes of 2 Roman. -youth from-

his own inexperience and- headftrong paflions.

Such a .truftée had been firfR inftituted by the.
preeor, to fave a family from the blind havock:

of a'prodigal or madman; and the minor was

XLIV.

compelled by the laws, to folicit the fame pro- '

tection , to give validity to his adts tll he ac-
* complifhed the full period of twenty -five vears.
- Womnien were condemned to ‘the perpetual tutel-
age of parents, hufbands, or guardians; a fex
created to pleafe and obey was never fuppofed
to have attained the age of reafon and experience.
Such at leaft was the ftern and haughty fpirit of
the ancient law , which had been: infenfibly mol-
lified: before the time of Juftinian.
Ej
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CHAPR

XLEIV,
11, OF
THINGS,
Righe of pra-
perty.

II. The original right of property can only
be juftified by the accident or merit of prior
occupancy; and on this foundation it is wifely
eftablithed by the philofophy of the civilians ™.
The favage who hollows a tree, inferts a fharp
flone into a wooden handle, or applies a ftring
to an elaftic branch, becomes in a ftate of nature

.the jult proprietor of the canoe, the bow, or

the hatchet. The materials were common to
all, the new form, the produce of his time and
fimple induftry, belongs folely to himfelf. His
hungry brethren cannot, without a fenfe of their
own injuftice,  extort from the hunter the game
of the foreft overtaken or flain by his perfonal
ftrength and dexterity. If his provident gare pre»
ferves and multiplies the tame animals, whofe
nature is trattable to the arts of education, he
atquires a perpetual title to the ufe and fervice
of their nymerous progeny, which derives its
exiftence from him alone. If he inclofes and cul.
tivates a field for their fuftenance and his own,
a barren wafte is converted into a fertile foil;
the feed, the manure, the labour, create a new
value, and the rewards of harveft are painfully
earned by the fatigues of the revolving year. In the
fucceflive ftates of fociety, the hunter, the fhepherd, .
the hufbandman, may defend their poffeffions by
two reafans which forcibly appeal ta the feclings
of the human mind; that whatever they enjoy is
the fruit of their own induftry; and, that every
man wha envies their felicity, may purchafe
fimilar acquifiions by the exercifc of fimilar
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diligence. Such, in tfuth may be the freedom

“and plenty of 2 fmall colony caft on a fruitful

iland. But the colony multiplies, while the
fpace ftill continues the fame: the common rights,
the equal inheritance of mankind, are engroffed
by the bold and crafty; each field and foreft is
circumfcribed by the land-marks of a jealous
mafter; and it is the peculiar praife of the Ro-
man jurifprudence, that it afferts the claim of the
firt occupant to the wild animals of the earth,
the air, and the ‘waters. In the progrefs from
primitive equity to final injuftice, the fteps are
filent, the fhades are almoft imperceptible, and
the abfolute monopoly is guarded by pofitive
laws and artificial reafon. The active infatiate prin-
ciple of felflove can alone fupply the arts of life
and the wages of induftry; and as foon as civil
government and exclufive property have been in-
troduced, they become neceflary to the exiftence of
the human race. Except in the fingular inftitutions
of Sparta, the wifeft legiflators have difapproved
an agrarian law as a falfe and dangerous'innova-
tion. Among the Romans, the enormous difpro-
portion of wealth furmounted the ideal reftraints
of a doubtful tradition and an obfolete ftatute;
a tradition that the pooreft follower of Romulus
had been endowed with the perpetual inheritance
of two Jugera ', a ftatute which confined the
richeft citizen to the meafure of five hundred
jugera, or three hundred and twelve acres of
land. The original terrltory of Rome confifted
only of fome miles of wood and meEadow along
' 4

CHAP

XLIV,



€CHAP,

XTIV,

s6 THE DECLINE AND FALL ,
the banks -of the Tyber; and domeftic exchange
could add nothing to the natignal ftock. But
the goods of an alien or enemy were lawfully
expofed to the firft hoflile occupier; the city
was enriched by the profitable trade of warj and
the blood of her fons was the only price that
was paid for the VoMcian fheep, the flaves of

Britain, or the gems and gold of Afiatic king-

doms. In the language of ancient jurifprudence,
which was corrupted -and forgotten before the
age of Jultinian, thefe fpoils were diftinguifthed
by. the name of manceps or mancipium , taken with
the hand; and whenever they were fold or eman-
eipated , the purchafer required fome affurance that
they had been ‘the property of an enemy, and
not of a fellow-citizen ***. A citizen could only
forfeit his rights by. apparent dereliction ,. and
fuch derelition of a_valuable intereft could not
eafily be prefumed. Yet according to the twelve
tables, a prefcriptiom of one year for moveables,
and of two years for immoveables, abolifthed.
the claim of the ancient malter, if the actual
polleflor had. acquired them by a fair tranf
action from the perfon whom he believed to be
the lawful proprietor ***. Such confcientious in-
juftice; without any- mixture of fraud or force,
could feldom mjure the members of a fmall re-
publi¢; but the varlouq periods of three, of ten,
or of twenty years, determined by J u&mmn, are
more f{uitable to the latitude of a greak empire.

It is only in the term of prefcription ‘that the

diftin@tion of real and perfonal fortune has been
remarked by the civilians, and their general idea

L &
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of property is that of fimple, uniform, and ab- cma v,
folute dominion. The fubordinate exceptions of  xi1v.
ufe, of ufufrud ', of fervitudes ***, impofed for
the benefit of a. neighbour on lands, and houfes,
are abundantly explained by the profeffors of .
jurifprudence. The claims of property, as far
as they are altered by the mixture, the divifion, or
the transformation of fubftances, are. mve&xgated v
with metaphyfical fubtlety by thc fame civilians.

The. perfonal title of the firft proprietor muft
* be determined by his death.: but the pofleffion, OF inherit-
without any appearance of change, is peaceably 2 * fuc-
continued jn his children , the aflociates of his
toil and the .partners of his wealth. This natural
inheritance has begn protected by the legiflators
of every climate and ,age, and the father is en-
couraged.to perfevere in flow and diftant im-
provements, by the tender hope, that a long pof-
terity will ‘enjoy. the fruits of his labour.. The
. principle. of. hereditary fucceflion is univerfal, but
the order has been varioufly eftablithed .by con-.
venience or caprice 4. by the fpirit of pational infti-
tutions, or by fome partial example, which was.
originally decided by fraud or violence. The- jurif-
prudence of the Romans appears to have deviated
from the equality of nature, much lefs than.the
“Jewih ¥} ; the Athenian '**, or the Englifh inftitu-.
tioms, . Ou, the death of a citizen, all.his defcend-
ants-, unlefls they were already freed from his pater- -
nal power . were called to the inheritance of his pof-
feflions, The infolent preregative of primogenityre. - .
was uriknown : the two fexes were placed oa ajuft,
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level; all the fons and danghters were entitled to ant
equal portion of the patrimonial eftate; and if any
of the fons had been intercepted by a premature
death, his perfon was reprefented, and his fhare was
divided, by his furviving children. On the failure
of the dire& line, the right of fucceffion muft di-
verge to the collateral branches. The degrees of kin-
dred *** are numbered by the civilians, afcending
from the laft pofleflfor to a common parent, and
defcending from the common parent to the next

heir: my father ftands in the firft degrcc, my ’
brother in the fecond, his children in the third,

and the remainder of the feries may be conceived ,

by fancy, or piQtured in a genealogical table. In
this computation , a diftin@ion was made, effen-
tial to the laws and eventhe conftitution of Rome;
the agnats, or perfons conne&ted by -a line of
males, were called, as they ftood in the neareft
degree, to an equal partition; but a female was
incapable of tranfmitting any legal claims; and the
cognats of every rank, without excepting the dear

~ relation of a mother and a fon, were difinherited by

the twelve tables, as {trangers and aliens. Among
the Romans, a gens or lineage was united by a com-
mon name and domeflig rites ; the various cognomens
or furnames of Scipio, or Marcellus, diftinguifhed
from each other the fubordinate branches of fa.
milies of the Cornelian or Claudian race: the:de.

. fault of the agnats, of the fame furname, was

fupplied by the larger denomination of gentiles;

~and the vigilance of the laws maintained, in

the fame name, the perpetual delcent of religion
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and property. A fimilar principle diGtated the
Voconian law *’ , which abolifthed the right
of female inheritance. As long as virgins were
given or fold in marriage, the adoption of the
wife extingnifhed. the hopes of the daughter.

But the equal fucceflion of independent matrons,

fupported their pride and luxury , and might
tranfport into a foreign houfe the riches of their

~ fathers, While the maxims of Catp '** were

revered, they tended to perpetuate in each family
a jult and virtuous mediocrity: till female blan.
difhments infenfibly triumphed; and every falutary

reftraint was loft in the diffolute greatnefs of the

republic. The rigour of the decemvirs was tem-
pered' by the equity of the pretors. Their edidts
reftored emancipated and pofthumous children
to the rights of nature; and upon the failure of
the agnats, they preferred the blood of the cognats
to the name of the gentiles, whofe title and
chara&ter were infenfibly covered with oblivion.

The reciprocal inheritance of mothers and fons .

was eftablithed in the Tertullian and, Orphitian

decrees by the humanity of the fenate, A new-

and more impartial order was introduced by the
novels of Juftinian, who affeted to revive the
pnifprudence of the twelve tables. The lines of
mafculine and female kindred were confounded :
the defcending, afcending, and collateral feries,.
was accurately defined; and each degree, according
to the proximity of blood and affe@ion, fucceeded
t,o the vacant pofleflions of a Roman citizen **’.

CHAP
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of the lawgiver: but this arder is frequently

and liberty of yiolated by. the arbitrary and partial wills which

teftaments.

prolong the dominion of the teftator beyond. the

‘grave '*°. In the fimple ftate of fociety, "this lafk

ule or abufe of the right of property is feldom

indulged : it was introduced at Adthens by. the,,.
laws of Soton; and the private teftaments .of the

father of a family are authorifed by the twelve.
tables. Before the time of the decemvirs ***, a.
Roman citizen expofed his wifhes and motives.
te the affembly of the thirty curie or parifhes,
and the general law of inheritance was fufpended:
by an occafional a&t of the legiflature. After the.
permiflion of the decemvirs, each private Jaw.
giver promulgated his verbal or written tefta.
ment in the prefence, of five citizens, who reprefent-
ed the five claffes of the Roman people; a fixth'
witnefs attefted their concurrence ; a feventh’
weighed thie copper money, which was _paid by
an imaginary purchafer ;' and - the eftate was’
emancipated by a fictitious fale and immediate
releafe. This fingular ceremony ***, which eéxcited:
the wonder of the Greeks , was ftill practifed:
in the age of Severus; but the pretors- had
already " approved a more- fimple teftament ;' for
which they required the feals' and ﬁgnatures of
feven witnefles, free from all legal exceptlon,
and purpofely -fummoned for the execution
of that important a&t. A domeftic monarch, who
reigned over the lives and fortunes of his children,

- might diftribute their refpective fhares according
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“to the degrees of their merit-or his affe@tion: his
arbitrary difpleafure chaftifed an unworthy fon by
~ the lofs of his inheritance and the mortifying
preference of a ftranger. But the experience of
unnatural parents recommended fome limitations
of their teftamentary powers. A fon, or, by
the laws of Juftinian, even a daughter, could no
longer be dxﬁnhented by their filence : they were
compelled to name the criminal, and to {pecify
the offence; and the jultice of tbe emperor enu-
merated the fole caufes that could juftify fuch a
violation of the firft principles of nature and
fociety **%. - Unlefs a legiumate portion, a fourth
part, had been referved for ‘the children, they
were entitled to inftitute an action or complaint
of inofficious teftament; to fuppofe that their fa-
ther’s underftanding was impaired by ficknefs or
age, and refpectfully to appeal from bis rigorous
fentence to the deliberate wifdom of the magif-

cCHAP.
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trate. In the Roman jurifprudence , an effential Legacies.

diftin@ion was admitted between the inheritance
and the legacies. The heirs who fucceeded to
the entire unity , or to-any of the twelve fradions
of the fubftance of the teftator, reprefentéd his
civil and religious character, afferted his rights,
fulfilled his obligations, and difcharged the gifts
of friend(hip or-liberality which his laft will had
bequeathed under' the name of legacies. But as
the imprudence or prodigality of a dying man
might exhauft the inheritance, and leave only
ri(k and labour to his fucceflor, he was empow-
ered to retain the Falidiun portion; to dedud,

~
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before the payment of the legacies’, a clear.
fourth for his own emolument. A reafonable
time was allowed to examine the proportion
between the debts and the eftate, to decide
whether he fhould accept or refufe the teftament;
and if he ufed the benefit of an inventory, the
demands of the creditors could not exceed the
valuation of the effects. The laft will of a
citizen might be altered during his life or re-
fcinded after his death : the perfons whom he
named might die before him, or reje¢t the inhe-
ritance, or be expofed to fome legal difqualifica-
tion. In the contemplation of thefe¢ events, he
was permitted to fubftitute fecond and third
heirs, to replace each other according to the

-order of the teftament ; and the incapacity of a

madman or an infant to bequeath his property,
might be fupplied by a fimilar fubftitution ***,
But the power of the teftator expired with the
acceptance of the teftament : each Roman of
mature age and difcretion acquired the abfolute
dominion of his inheritance, and the fimplicity
of the civil law was never clouded by the long

-and intricate entails which confine the bappinefs

and freedom of unborn generations.

Conqueft and the formalities of law eftablifhed
the ufe of codicils. If a Roman was furprifed by
death in a remote province of the empire, he
addrefled a fhort epiftle to his legitimate or tefta-

"mentary heir; who fulfilled with honour, or

meglected with impunity, this laft requeft, which
the judges before the-age of Auguftus were not
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authorifed to enforce. A codicil might be ex-
preffed. in any mode, or in any language; but
the fubfcription of five witneffes muft declare
that it was the genuine compofition of the author.
His intention, however laudable, was fometimes
illegal; and the invention of fidei - commiffa , or
trufts, arofe from the ftruggle between natural
juftice and pofitive jurifprudence. A firanger of
Greece or Africa might be the friend or_bene-
fador of a childlefs Roman, but none, except a
fellow -citizen, could ac as his heir. The Voco-
man law , whlch abolifhed female fucceflion,
“Teftrained tlle legacy or inheritance of a2 woman
to the fum of one hundred thoufand fefterces *"*;

and an only daughter was condemned almoft as
an alien in her father's houfe. The zeal of
friendfhip, and parental affection, fuggefted a
liberal artifice: a qualified citizen was named in
the teftament, with a prayer or injun&ion that
he would reftore the inheritance to the perfon
for whom it was truly intended. Various was
the condu@ of the truftees in this painful
fituation: they had fworn to obferve “the laws
of their country, but honour prompted them to
violate their oath: and if they preferred their
iptereft under the mafk of patriotifm, they for-
feited the efteem of every virtuous mind. The
declaration of Auguftus relieved their doubts,
gave a legal fan&ioo to confidential teftaments
and codicils , and gently unravelled the forms
and reftraints of the republican jurifprudence **’.

But as the new practice of trufts degcnerat.ed

~
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into fome abufe, the truftée was 'chab!ed,.by

“the Trebellian- and Pegafian decrees, to referve
" one fourth of the eftate, or to transfer on the

head of the real heir all the debts and a&ions

of the fucceflion. The interpretation of tefta-

ments was ftrict and literal ;"but the language of
‘tyufts and codicils was délivered from the minute
and technical accuracy of the civilians ™.

HI. The general duties of mankind are impofed
by their public and private relations: but their
fpecific obligations to each other can only be the
effe@ of, 1. a promife, 2. a benefit, or 3. an in-
jury: and when thefe obligations are ratified by
law, the interefted party may compel ‘the per-
formance by a judicial affion. On this principle ,
the civilians of every country have ereded a
fimilar jurifprudence, the fair conclufion of uni-
verfal reafon and Juﬂlcé s :

1. The goddefs of faith (of human and focial
faith ) was worfhipped , not only in her tem-
ples, but in the lives of the Romans; and if
that nation ‘was deficient in the more amiable
qualities of benevolen¢e and generofity , they
aftonithed the Greeks by their fincere and fim-
ple performance of the moft burtlienfome en-
gagements . Yet among the fame people, ae-
cording to ‘the rigid maxims of the patr1c1ans
and de¢emvirs, a naked paf, a promife, or even’
an oath, did not create any civil obligation,
unlefs it'was confirmed by the legal form of a
Sipulation.  Whatever might be the etymology
of the Latin word, it conveyed the - 1dea of a

~firm
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firm and irrevocable contraét which was always
exprefled in the mode of a que&non and anfwer.
Do you promife to pay me one hundred pieces
of gold ? was the folemn interrogation of Seius.
I do promife — was the reply of Sempronius.
The friends of Sempronius, who anfwered for
bis ability and- inclination , might be feparately
fued at the option of Seius; and the benefit of
partition , or order of reciprocal actions, infen-
fibly deviated from the ftrit theory of {hpula~

tion. The moft cautious and deliberate confent

was juftly required to fuftain the validity of a
gratuitous promife; and the citizen who might
have obtained a legal fecurity , incurred the fuf-
picion of fraud, and paxd the forfeit of his
negle@®. But the ingenuity of the civilians fuc-
cefsfully laboured to convert fimple engagements
into the form of folemn ftipulations. The pre.
tors, as the guardians of focial faith, admitted

CHAP
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every rational evidence of a voluntary and deli- |

berate a&, which in their tribunal produced an
equitable obligation, and for which they gave
an action and a remedy **°.

2. The obligations of the fecond clafs, as they Benefits

were contracted by the delivery of a thing, are
.marked by the civilians with the epithet of real ***
A grateful return is due to the author of a bene-
- fit; and whoever is entrufted with the property
of another, has bound himfelf to the facred duty
of reftitution. In the cafe of a friendly loan, the
merit of generofity is on the fide of the lender

only, in a depqfit on the fide of the rccgver,,
Vor. VIII
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but in a pledge, and the reft of the felfith com-
merce of ordinary life, the benefit is compenfated
by an equivalent, and the obligation to reftore
is varioufly modified by thg¢ nature of the trans-
acion. The Latin language very. happily expref- -
fes the fundamental difference between the com-
modatum and the mutuum, which our poverty is
reduced to confound under the vague and com-
mon appellation of a loan. In the former, the

. borrower was obliged to reftore the fame indivi-

dual thing with which he had been accommodated

. for the temporary fupply of his wants; in the

latter, it was deftined for his ufe and confumption,

. and he difcharged this mutual engagement, by

fubftituting the fame fpecific value, according to a

" juft eftimation of number, of weight, and of mea-

fure. In the contra& of fale, the abfolute domi-
nion is transferred to the purchafer, and he repays
the. benefit with an adequate fum of gold or fil-
ver, the price and univerfal ftandard of all earthly
pofleflions. The obligation of another contra&,
that of location, is of a more complicated kind.
Lands or houfes, labour or talents, may be hi-
red for a definite term; at the expiration of the
time, the thing itfelf muft be reftored to the
owner with an additional reward for the benefi-

~ cial occupation and employment. In thefe Incra-

tive contracls, to which may be added thofe of
partnerfhip and commiffions, the civilians fome.
times imagine the delivery of the obje&, -and fome-
times prefume the-confent of the parties. The
fubf{antial pledge has been refined into the invi-
fible rights of a mortgage or hypotheca; and the
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agreement ‘of fale, for a certain price, imputes, ¢.H.A #,.
from that moment, the chances of gain or lofs xuiv.
to the account of the purchafer. It may be fairly
fuppofed, that every man will obey the ditates

of his intereft; and if he accepts the benefit, he

is obliged to fuftain the expence, of the trans.
.action. In this boundlefs fubje@, the hiftorian

will obferve the location of land and mo-
ney, the rent of the one and thé intereft of

the other, as they materially affe& the profper.

ity of agriculture and commerce. The  land-
lord was often obliged to advance the ftock and
inftruments of hufbandry, and to content himfelf
with a partition of the fruits. If the feeble tenant

was opprefled by accident, contagion, or hoftile
violence , he claimed a proportionable relief from

the equity of the laws: five years were the cuf-
tomary term, and no folid or coftly improvements
could be expeéed from a farmer, who, at each
moment, might be ¢jected by the fale of the
eftate **. Ufury ', the inveterate grievance Intereit of
. of the cxty, had been difcouraged by the twelve ™™™
tables ***, and abolithed by the. clamours of the
people. It was revived by their wants and idle«
nefs, tolerated by the difcretion of the prztors,

and finally determined by the Code of Juftinian.
Perfons of illuftrious rank were confined to.the
moderate profit of four per cent; fix was pronouncs

ed to be the ordinary and legal ftandard of in.
tereft; eight was allowed for the convenience of
_ manufa&urers and merchants; twelve was grants

ed to nautical mfuranqe which the wifer ancients
Fa
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had not attémpted to défine; but except in this
perilous adventure , the pratice of exorbitant
ufury was feverely reftrained ***. The moft fim-
ple mntereft was condemned by the clergy of the
Eaft and Weft ***: but the fenfe of mutual bene-
fit, which had trlumphed over the laws of the
republic, have refifted with equal firmnefs the
decrees of the church, and even the prejudices
of mankind 7,

3. Nature and focmty impofe the firict obhga—
tion of repairing an injury; and the fufferer by
private injuftice, acquires a perfonal right and a
legitimate action. If the property of another be
entrufted to our care, the requifite’ degree of
care may rife and fall according to the benefit
which we derive from fuch temporary poffeffion;
we are feldom made refponfible for inevitable ac- -
cident, but the confequences of a voluntary fault
muft always be imputed to the author ', A
Roman purfued and recovered his. ftolen goods
by a civil action of theft; they might pafsthrough
a fucceflion of pure and innocent hands, but no-
thing lefs than a prefcription of thirty years could
extinguifh his original claim. They were reftor-
ed by the fentence of the pretor, and the injury
was compenfated by double or threefold, or even
quadruple damages, as the deed had been per-
petrated by fecret fraud or open rapine, as the
robber had been furprifed in the fa&t or detected
by a fubfequent refearch. The Aquilian law ***
defended the living property of a citizen, his fla-
ves and cattle, from the ftroke of malice or-




- OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 69

negligence : the higheft price wa® allowed that cu ap,
could be afcribed to the domeftic animal at any  xLiv.
moment of the year preceding his death; a fimi-
lar latitude of thirty days was granted on the
deftruction of any other valuable effects. A per- '
fonal imjury is blunted or fharpened by the man- -
ners of the times and the fenfibility of the indi-
vidual: the pain or the difgrace of a word or
blow cannot eafily be appreciated by a pecu-
niary equivalent. The rude jurifprudénce of the
decemvirs had confounded all hafty infults, which
did not amount to the fracture of alimb, by con-
demning the aggreffor to the common penalty of
twenty five affes. But the fame denpmination’ of
money was reduced, in three centuries, from a
pound to the weight of half an ounce; and the
infolence of a wealthy Roman indulged himfelf
in the cheap amufement of breaking and fatisfying
the law of the twelve tables. Veratius ran through
the fireets ftriking on the face the inoffenfive
paflfengers , and his attendant purfe - bearer im-
mediately filenced their clamours by the legal
tender of twenty-five pieces of copper, about the
value of one fhilling *’°. The equity of the pre-
tors examined and eftimated the ditin® merits
of each particular complaint. In the adjudication
of civil damages, the magiftrate affumed a right
to confider the various circumftances of time and
place, of age and dignity, which may aggra-
vate the fhame and fufferings of the injured per-
fon; but if he admitted the idea of a fine, a
pumﬂuncnt, and e,xample, he invaded the provmcc.-
F3
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though perhaps he fupplied the defc&s , of the

criminal law,
The execution of the Alban dl&ator, who was

difmembered by eight horfés, is reprefented by -

ley as ‘the firlt 'and the laft mﬁance of Roman
c1uelty in the punifhment of the moft atrocious

v Y yex

crimes . But this a& of Juftlce, or revenge, -

was inflicted on a foreign enemy in the heat of
v1&ory , and at the command of a fingle man.,
The’ twelve tables afford a more decifive proof
of thé national fpmt fince they were framed by

the wifeft of the fenate, and accepted by the -

free voices of the people; yet thefe laws, like
the ftatutes of Draco ', are written in characters
of blood "”’. They approve the inhuman and
unequal principle of retaliation; and the forfeit
of an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a

limb for a limb, is rigoroufly exaced, unlefs -

the offender can redeem his pardon by a fine of
three hundred pounds of copper. The decemvirs

diftributed” with much liberality the flighter -

chaftifements of flagellation and fervitude; and

~ mine crimes of a very different complexion are

adjudged worthy of death, 1. Any a& of treafon
againft the ftate, or of correfpondence with the
public enemy. The mode of execution was pain-
ful and ignomirfious : the head of the degenerate

" Roman was fhrouded in a veil, his hands were

tied behind his back, and, after he had been .

fcourged by the liGor, he was fufpended in the
midRt of the forum on a crofs, or inaufpicious
tree. 2. Nocturnal meetings in the city; what
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ever mxght be the pretence, of pleafure or reli-
gion, or the public good. 3. The murder of a
citizen; for which the common feelings of man.
kind demand the blood of the murderer. Poi.
fon 1s fill more odious than the fword or dag-
ger; and we are furprifed to difcover, in two
flagitious events, how early fuch fubtle ‘wicked-
nefs had infe@ted the fimplicity of the republic,
and the chafte virtues of the Roman matrons ’*.
The parricide who violated the duties of nature
.and gratitude, was calt into the river or the fea,
iclofed in a fack; and a cock, a viper, a dog, and
a monkey, were fucceffively added as the moft
fuitable companions *”’. Italy produces no mon-
kies; but the want could never be felt, till the
middle of the fixth century firft revealed the guilt
of a’parricide 7’ 4. The malice of an incendiary.
After the previous ceremony of whipping, .he
himfelf was delivered to the flames; and in'this,
example alone our reafon-is tempted to applaud
the juftice of retaliation. 5. Judicial perjury. The

CHAP.
XLIV.

corrupt or malicious witnefs Wwas thrown head- -

long from the Tarpeian rock to expiate his falfe-
hood, which was rendered ftil more fatal by
the feventy of the penal laws, and the dehql-
ency of written evidence. 6. The corruption of
a ]udge, who aecepted bribes to pronounce an
iniquitous fentence. 7. Libels ‘and fatires, whofe
rude ftrains fometimes difturbed the peace of an
illiterate city. The author was beaten with
clubs, a worthy chaftifement, but it is not cer-
tain that he was left to expire under the blows

Fa
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of the executioner ”’, 8. The nocurnal mif-
chief of damaging or deftroying a neighbour’s
corn.  The criminal ‘'was fufpended as a grateful
victim to Ceres. But the fylvan deities were
lefs implacable, and the extirpation of a more

valuable tree was compenfated by the moderate .

fine of twenty - -five pounds of copper. 9. Magi-
cal incantations; which had power, i the opi-
nion of the Latian fhepherds, to exhauft the
firength of an enemy, to extinguifh his life, and
to. remove from their feats his deep-rooted plant-
ations. The cruelty of the twelve tables again{t
infolvent debtors ftill remains to be told; and I

“fhall dare to prefer the literal fenfe of antiquity,

to the fpecious refinements of modern criti-
cifm ***. After the judicial proof or confeflion
of the debt, thirty days of grace were allowed
before 2 Roman was delivered into the power
of his fellow-citizen. In this private prifon,
‘twelve ounces of rice were his daily food; he
might be bound with a chain of fifteen pounds
weight; and his mifery was thrice expofed in
the - market-place, to folicit the compaffion of

- his friends and countrymen. At the expiration

of fixty days, the debt was difcharged by the
lofs of liberty or life; the infolvent debtor was
cither put to death, or fold in foreign flavery
beyond the Tyber: but if feveral creditors were

. alike obftinate and unrelenting, they might

legally difmember his body,‘ and fatiate their
revenge by this horrid partition. The advocates
ior this favage law have infifted,  that it muft
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ftrongly operate in deterring idlenefs and fraud cna e
from contradting debts which they were unable xLiv.
to difcharge; but experience would diffipate this
falutary terror, by proving, that no creditor
could be found to exac this unprofitable penalty
of life or limb. As the manners of Rome were
infenfibly polithed, the criminal code of the de-
cemvirs was abolifhed by the humanity of ac-
cufers, witneffes, and judges; and impunity be-
came the confequence of immoderate rigour. The
Porcian and Valerian laws prohibited the magif-
trates from infli®ing on a free citizen any
capital, or even corporal punifhment; and the
obfolete ftatutes of blood were artfully, and per-
haps truly, afcribed to the fpirit, not of patrician,
but of regal, tyranny.
In. the abfence of penal laws and the infuffi- Avotiion or
* ciency of civil actions, the peace .and juftice of ;’::::;‘;:w‘:
the city were imperfectly maintained by the pri-
vate jurifdiction of the citizens. The malefactors
who replenith our goals, are the outcafts of
fociety, and the.crimes for which they fuffer
may be commonly afcribed to ignorance, pover-
ty, and brutal appetite. For the perpetration of
fimilar enormities, a vile plebeian might claim
and abufe the facred character of a member of 4
the republic: but, on the proof or fufpicion of
guilt, the flave, or the ftranger, was nailed ta
a crofs, and this ftrit and fummary juftice might
be exercifed without reftraint over the greateft
part.of the populace of Rome. Each family con-
tained a domeftic tribunal, which was not con.
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fined, like that of the pretor, to the cognizance
of external actions: virtuous principles and ha-
bits were inculcated by the difcipline of educa-
tion; and the Roman father was accountable to
the ftate for the manners of his children, fince
he difpofed, without appeal, of their life, their
Liberty, and their inheritance. In fome prefling
emergencies, the citizen was authorifed to avenge
his private or public wrongs.. The cenfent of
the Jewifh, the Athenian, and the Roman laws,
approved the flaughter of the nocturnal thief;
though in open day-light, a robber could not

‘be flain without fome *previous evidence of

danger and complaint. Whoever -furprifed an
adulterer in his nuptial bed might freely exercife
his revenge '’; the moft bloody or wanton
outrage was excufed by the provocation ***; nor

was it before the reign of Auguftus that the -

hufband was reduced to weigh the rank of the
offender, or that the parent was condemned to
facrifice his daughter with her guilty feducer.
After the expulfion of the kings, the ambitious
Roman who fhould dare to affume their title or
imitate their tyranny, was deveted to the in-
fernal gods: each of his fellow-citizens was arm-
ed with the fword of juftice; and the a& of
Brutus, however repugnant to gratitude or pru.
dence, had been already fanéified by the judg-
ment of his country ***, The barbarous pradtice
of wearing arms in the midft of peace ***, and
the bloody maxims of honour, were unknown
to the Romans ; and, during the two pureft ages,
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from the eftablithment of equal freedom to the
end of the Punic wars, the city was never dif-
turbed by fedition, and rarely polluted with
atrocious crimes. The failure of penal laws was
more fenfibly felt when every vice was inflamed
by fa&ion at home and dominion abroad. In
the time of Cicero, each private citizen enjoyed
the privilege of anarchy each minifter of the re-

public was exalted to the temptations of regal .

power, and their virtues“are entitled to the
warmeft praife as the fpontaneous fiuits of nature
or phllofophy After a triennial ihdulgence of
luft, rapine, and cruelty, Verres, the tyrant of
SlClly, could only be fued for the pecuniary re-
ftitution of three hundred thoufand pounds fter-
ling; and fuch was the temper of the laws, the
judges, and perhaps the accufer himfelf **’, that
on refunding a thirteenth part of his plunder,

Verres could retire to an eafy and luxunous,

exile **¢,

CHAP,
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The firft lmperfe& attempt to reftore the pro- Revival of
portion of crimes and pumfh-ments, was ‘made capital pu-

by the dittator Sylla, who in the midft of his

fanguinary triumph, afpired to reftrain the li-
cence , rather than to 0pprefe the liberty |, of the
Romans He gloried in the arbitrary profcription
of four thoufand feven hundred citizens
in the character of a legiflator, he refpeted the
prejudlces of the times; and inftead of pronounc-
ing a fentence of death againft the robber or

affaffin ; the general who betrayed an army, or
the magiftrate who ruined a province , Sylla -

nishments,

. But
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was content to aggravate the pecuniary damages
by the penalty of exile, or, in more conftitu.
tional language , by the mcerdlé’tlon of fire and
water. The Carnelian, and. afterwards the Pom-
peian, and Julian, laws introduced a new f{yftem
of criminal jurifprudence ***; and the emperors,
from Auguftus to Juftinian, difguifed their en-
creafing rigour under the names of the original
authors. But the invention and frequent ufe of
extraordinary pains.,, proceeded from the defire tp
extend and conceal the progrefs of defpotifm.
In the condemnation of illuftrious Romans, the
fenate was always prepared to confound , at the
will of their mafters , the judicial and leglﬂauve
powers. It was the duty of the governors to
maintain the peace of their province, by the
arbitrary arid rigid adminiftration of juftice; the
freedom of the city evaporated in the extent’of
empire, and the Spanifh malefa®or, who claimed
the privilege of a Roman, was elevated by the
command of Galba on a faxrcr and more lofty
crofs '. Occafional refcripts iffued from the
throne to decide the queftions which, by their
novelty or importance, appeared to furpafs the
authority and difcernment of a proconful. Tranf-
portation and beheading were referved for ho-
nourable perfons; meaner criminals were either

-hanged or burnt, or byried in the mines, or

expofed to the wild beafts of the amphitheatre.
Armed robbers were purfued and extirpated as
the enemies of fociety ; the driving away horfes
or cattle ,was made a capital offence * B, but
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fimple theft was uniformly confidered as a mere c.ma .
civil and private injury. The degrees of guilt, xwiv.
and the modes of punifhment, were too often
determined by the difcretion of the rulers, and

the fubje@ wass left in ignorance of “the legal

,danger which he might incur by every action of

his lLife. ~ :

A fin, a vice, a crime, are the obje@®s of Meafure of
theology , ethics, and jurifprudence. Whenever &il*
their judgments agree , they corroborate each
other; but as often as they differ, a prudent
legifJator appreciates the guilt and punifhment

~ according to the meafure of focial injury. On
. this principle, the moft daring attack on the
life and property of a private citizen, is judged
lefs atrocious than the crime of treafon or re-
bellion, which invades the majefly of the re-
public : the obfequious civilians unanimoufly
pronounced, that the republic is contained in the
| perfon of its chief; and the edge of the Julian
law was fharpened by the inceflant diligence of
the emperors. The licentious commerce of the
fexes may be tolerated as an impulfe of nature,
or forbidden as a fource of diforder and cor-
ruption : but the fame, the fortunes, the family
of the hufband, are ferioufly injured by the
adultery of the wife. The wifdom of Auguftus,
after curbing the freedom of revenge, applied .
to this domeftic offence the animadverfion of the
laws; and the guilty partics, after the payment
of heavy forfeitures and fines, were condemned-
to long or perpetual exile in two {eparate




CHAPD,
XLIV.-

Unnatural
vice.

8 * THE DECLINE AND FALL .

iflands ™. Religion pronounces an equal cenfure

againft the infidelity of the hufband; but as it'is

not accompanied by the fame civil effects, the wife
was never permittedto vindicate her wrongs **°;

and the diftin&ion of fimple or double adultery,
fo familiar and fo important in the <anon law,
is unknown to the jurifprudence of the Code and
Pande@s. I touch,with relu&tance, and difpatch

- with impatience , a more odious vice, of which

modefty reje@s the name , and nature abominates
the idea. The primitive Romans were infected
by the example of the Etrufcans ** and Greeks*":
in the mad abufe of profperity and power, every
pleafure that is innocent was deemed infipid; and
the Scatinian law **’, which had been extorted
by an a& of violence, was infenfibly abolifhed
by the lapfe of time and the multitude of crimi-
nals.. By this law, the rape, perhaps the fe-
dud&ion, of an ingenuous youth, was compen-

-fated , as a perfonal injury, by the poor damages

of ten thoufand fefterces or fourfcore pounds ; the
ravifher might be flain by the refiftance or re-
venge of chaftity; and I wifh. to believe, that at
Rome, as in Athens, the voluntary and effemi-
nate deferter of his fex was degraded from the
honours and the rights of a citizen ***. 'But the

.practice of vice was not difcouraged by the

feverity of opinion : the indelible ftain of man-
hood was confounded with the more wvenial
tran{greflions' of fornication and adultery, nor
was the licentious lover expofed to the fame
difhonour which he imprefled on the male or
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female partner of his guilt. From Catullus to
‘Juvenal ***, the poets accufe and celebrate the

. degeneracy of the times, and the reformation’

of manners was feebly attempted by the reafon
and authority of the civilians, till the moft vir-
tuous of the Cewfars profcnbed the fin agamﬂ:
nature as 'a crime againft fociety ***.

CHAP.
XLIV.

© - A new fpirit” of legiflation, refpe&able even Rigour of
in its error, arofe in the empire. with the. religion the Chriftian

l'?

of Con&antme The laws of Mofes were
teceived as the divine original of juftice, and the
Chriftian princes adapted their ‘penal ftatutes to
the degrees of moral and religious turpitude.
Adultery was firft declared to be a capital of-
fence; the frailty of the fexes was affimilated to
poifon or affaffination, to forcery or parricide;
the fame penalties were inflicted on the paffive
- and adive guilt of pederafty; and all criminals
of free or fervile condition were ecither drowned
or beheaded, or caft alive into the avenging
flames. The adulterers were fpared by the

common fympathy of mankind; but the lovers
of their own fex were purfued by general and

pious indignation: the impure manners of Greece
ftill prevailed in the cities of Afia, and every
vice was fomented by the celibacy of the monks
and clergy. Juftinian relaxed the punifhment as
leaft of female infidelity; the. guilty {poufe was
only condemned to folitude and penance, and at
the end of two years fhe might be recalled to the
arms of a forgiving hufband. But the fame emperor
declred himfelf the implacable enemy of unmanly

emperors.
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Iuft, and the cruelty of his perfecution can {carce-
ly be excufed by the purity of his, motives ***
In defiance of every principle of juftice, he
ftretched to paft as well as future offences the
operations of his edicts, with the previous al-
lowance of a fhort refpite for confefflion and par-
don. A painful death was inflited by the am.
pu'tation of the finful inftrument, or the infertion
of fharp reeds into the pores and tubes of moft

' exquifite fenfibility; and Juftinian defecnded the

propriety of the execution, fince the criminals
would have loft their hands had they been con-
vi@ted of facrilege. In this ftate of difgrace and
agony, two bithops, Ifaiah of Rhodes, and
Alexander of Diofpolis, were dragged through
the ftreets of Conftantinople, while their brethren
were admonifhed by the voice of a cryer, to ob-
ferve this awful lefflon, ahd not to pollute the

fanctity of their charadter. Perhaps thefe prelates

were innocent. A fentence of death and infamy
was often founded on the flight and fufpicious
evidence of a child or a fervant: the guilt of the
green faction, of the rich, and of the enemies of

"Theodora, was prefumed by the judges, and

prderafty became the crime of thofe to whom
no crime could be imputed. A French phllofo-
pher *> has dared to remark, that whatever is
fecret muft be doubtful, and that our natural hor-
ror of vice may be.abufed as an engine of tyran-
ny. But the favourable perfuafion of the fame
writer, that a legiflator may confide in the tafte
and reafon of mankind, is impeached by .the
: unwelcome
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uniwelcorhe difeovery of thc antiquity and extent
of the difeafe **°. -

The free citizens of Athens and Rome enjoyed,
in all criminal cafes, the invaluable privilege of
being tried by thcir country **'. 1. The admi-
niftration of juftice is the moft ancient office of a

rince: it was exercifed by the Roman kings,
and abufed by Tarquin ; who alone, without
law or council, pronounced his arbitrary judg-
ments. The firlt confuls fucceeded to this regal

CHAP.
XLIV.

Judgments of
the people,

prerogative ; but the facred. right of appeal foon

abolifhed the jurifdiction of the magiftrates, and
all public caufes were decided by the fupreme
tribunal of the people. But a wild democracy,
fuperior to the forms, too often difdains the ef-

fential principles, of jaftice: the pride of defpot. -

ifm' was' envenomed by plebeian envy, and the

heroes of Athens might fometimes applaud the

happinefs of the Perfian, whofe fate depended
on thé caprice of a fingle tyrant. Some falutary
reftraints, impofed by the people on their own
paffions, were at once the caufe and effe¢t of the
gravity and temperance of the Romans. The
right of accufation was confined to the magiftra-
tes. A vote of the-thirty-five tribes could inflick
a fine; but the cognizance of all capital crimes
was referved by a fundamental law to the af*
fembly of the centuries, in which the weight of
influence and propérty was fure to preponderate.
Repeated proclamations and adjournments were
interpofed, to allow time for prejudice and re-
fentment to fubfide; the whole proceeding might
Vor. VUL G

Dot
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be annulled by a feafonable omen, or the oppe-
fition of a tribune ; and fuch popular trials were
commonly lefs formidable to innocence, than
they were favourable to guilt. But this union
of the judicial and legiflative powers, left it
doubtful whether the accufed party was pardon-
ed or acquitted; and in the defence of an illuf-
trious client, the orators of Rome and Athens
addrefs their arguments to the policy and bene-
volence, as well as to the juftice of their fove-
reign. 2. The talk of convening the citizens for
the trial of each offender became more difficult,
as the citizens and the offenders continually mul-
tiplied; and the ready expedient was adopted of
delegating the jurifdiction of the people to the
ordinary magiftrates, or to extraordinary inqui-

ﬁtors In the firft ages thefe queftions were rare

Sclea jndges.

and occafional. In the beginning of the feventh
century of Rome they were made perpetual:
four pretors were annually empowered to fit ia
Judgment on the ftate offences of treafon, extor-
tion, peculation, and bribery; and Sylla added
new pretors and new queftions for thofe crimes
which ‘more: direly injure the fafety of indivi.
duals. By thefe inguifitors the trial was”prepared
and direted ; but they could oaly pronounce
the fentence of the majority of judges, who with
fome truth, and more prejudice, have been com-
pared ta the Englifh juries **.- To difcharge
this important though burthenfome office, an
annual lift of ancient and refpecable citizens was
formed by the praxtor.. After many conflitutional

4
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ftruggles , they were chiofen in equal numbers
from the fenate, the equeftrian order, and the
people; four hundred and fifty were appointed
for fingle queftions; and the various rolls or de-
curies of judges muft have contained the names
of fome thoufand Romans, who reprefented the
judicial authority of the ﬁatc In each particular
caufe, a fufficient number was drawn from the
~tirn; their integrity was guarded by an oath;
the mode of ballot fecured their independence;

CHAP.
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the fufpicion of partiality was removed by the -

mutual challenges of the accufer and defendant;
and the judges of Milo, by the tetrerichment of
fifteen on each fide, were reduced to fifty-one
voices or tablets, of acquittal, of condemnation;
or ef favourable doubt **. 3. In his civil junfk
dicion, the prztor of the city was truly a judge,
and almoft a legiftator; but as foon as he had
prefcribed the action of law, he often referred to
a2 delegate the determifiation of the fat. With
the increafe of legal proceedings, the tribunal of
the centumvirs, in which he prefided, acquired
more weight and reputation. But whether he
a@ed alone, or with the advice of his council;
the moft abfolute powers might be trufted to a
magiftrate who was annually chofen by the votes
of the people. The rules and precantions of
~ freedom have requlred fome explanation ; - the
order of defpotifm is fimple and inanimafe. Be-
fore the age of Juftinian, or perhaps of Diocle:
tian, the decaries of Roman jddges had funk to

_an empty titke: the humble advice of the a’ﬂcﬁ-kﬂbm

€ 3
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fors might be accepted or defpifed; and in each
tribunal the civil and criminal jurifdiction was
adminiftered by a fingle magiftrate, who was
raifed and difgraced by the will of the emperor. .

A Roman accyfed of any capital crime might
prevent the fentence of the law by voluntary exile,
or death. Till his guilt had been legally proved,
his innocence was prefumed, and his perfon was
free: till the votes of the laft century had been
counted and declared, be might peaceably fecede
to any of the allied cities of Italy, or Greece,
or Afia***. His fame and fortunes were preferv-
ed, at leaft to his children, by this civil death ;
and he might ftill be happy in every rational and
fenfual enjoyment, if a mind accuftomed to the
ambitious tumult of Rome could fupport the uni-
formity and filence of Rhodes or Athens. A
bolder effort was required to efcape from the ty-
ranny of the Caxfars; but this effort was rendered
familiar by the maxims cof the Stoics, the example
of the bravelt Romans, and the legal encou-
ragements of fuicide. The bodies of condemned
criminals were expofed to public ignominy, and
their children, a more ferious evil, were redu-
ced to poverty by the confifcation of their for-
tunes. But if the vidtims of Tiberius and Nera
anticipated the decree of the prince or fenate,
their courage and difpatch were recompenfed by
the applaufe of the public, the decent honours
of burial, and the validity of their teftaments *°*.
The éxquifite avarice and cruelty of Domitian
appears to have deprived the unfortunate of this

Koo T

Foma o
4 T . .




~

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. gs

hlt confolation, and it was flill denied even by
the clemency of the Antonines. A voluntary death,
which, in the cafe of a capital offence, interven-
ed between the accufation and the fentence, was
admitted as a confeflion of guilt, and the fpoils of
the deceafed were feized by the inhuman claims

CHAUD,
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of the treafury ***. Yet thé eivilians havealways °

refpected the natural right of a citizen to difpofe
of his hfe; and the poﬂ:humouc difgrace mnvented

by Tarquin **’ to check the defpair of his fub-\ |

jects, was never revived or imitated by fucceed-

‘ing tyrants. The powers of this world have

indeed loft their dominion over him who is refolv-
ed on death; and his arm can only be reltrained
by the religious apprehenfion of a future ftate.
Suicides are enumerated by Virgil among the un-
fortunate, rather than the guilty ***; ‘and the
poetical fables of the infernal fhades could not
ferioufly influence the faith or practice of man-
kind. But the precepts of the gofpel or the
church, have at length impofed a pious fervi-
tude on the minds of Chriftians, and condemy
them to expe, without a murmur, the lalt ftroke

of difeafe or the executioner.

The penal ftatutes form a very {mall proportlon Abufes of
of the fixty-two books of the Code and Pandeds: :‘e‘:'u’“"fl’""

and, in all judicial proceeding, thelife or death of a
citizen is determined with lefs caution and delay
than the moft ordinary queftion of covenant or
inheritance. This fingular diftin&icn, though
fomething may be allowed for the urg:nt ncccf-

, fity of defending the peace of fociety, is derived

Gs
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from the nature of criminal and civil Junfpruo
dence. Our duties to the ftate are fimple and uni-
form; the law by which he is condemned, is

. infcribed not only on brafs or marble, but onthe

confcience of the offender,and his guiltis commonly
proved by the teftimony of a fingle fa¢t. But our
relations to each other are various and infinitez
our obligations are created , annulled, and modi-
fied, by injuries, benefits, and promifes; and
the interpretation of voluntary contracts and tefta-
‘ments, which are often dictated by fraud or ig-
norance , affords a long and laborious exercife
to the fagacity of the judge. -The bufinefs of life
is multiplied by the extent of commerce and do-
minion , and the refidence of the parties in the
difiant provinces of an empire, is produ&we of
doubt, delay, and inevitable appeals from the
local to the fupreme magiftrate. Juftinian, the
Greek emperor of Conftantinople and the Eaﬂ:,
was the legal fucceflor of the Latian fhepherd who
had planted a colony on the banks of the Tyber.
In a periad of thirteen hundred years, -the laws
had relucantly followed the changes of govern.
ment and manners; and the laudable defire of
conciliating ancient names with recent inftitutions,
deftroyed the harmony, and {welled the magni-
tude of the abfcure and irregular fyftem. The

- laws which excufe on any occafions the igno-

rapce of their fubje@s, coofefs their own imper-
fections ; the civil jurifprudence, as it was abridg- -
ed by Jultinian, flill continued a myfterious fci-
ence and a profitable trad.,, and the innate per-
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plexity of the ftudy was involved in tenfold dark-
nefs by the private indultry of the pradtitioners.

he expence of the purfuit fometimes exceeded
the value of the prize, and the faireft rights were
abandoned by the poverty or prudence of the
claimants. Such coftly juftice might tend to
abate the fpirit of litigation, but the unequal
preflure ferves only to encreafe the influence
of the rich, and to aggravate the mifery o
‘the poor. By thefe dilatory. and expen-
five proceedings, the wealthy pleader obtains a
more certain advantage than he could hope from
the accidental corruption of his judge. The ex-
perience of an abufe, from which our own age
and country are not perfe@ly exempt, may fome-
times provoke a generous indignation, and ex-
tort the hafty wifh of exchanging our elaborate
jurifprudence for the fimple and fummary decrees
of a Turkifh cadhi.  Our calmer refle&ion will
fuggelt, that fuch forms and delays are neceflary
to guard the perfon and property of the citizen;
that the difcretion of the judge is the firlt engine
of tyranny, and that the laws of a free people
fhould Yorefee and determine every queftion that

CHAP,
XLIV.

may probably arife in the exercife of power and .
the tranfactions of induftry. But the government

of Juftinian united the evils of liberty and fervi-
tude; and the Romans were opprefled at the
fame time by the multiplicity of their laws and
the arbitrary will of their malfter.- -
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C HAP XLV,

‘

Reign of the younger Juftin. — EmbafJy of the Avars.
— Their Settlement on the Danube. — Conqueft of
Italy by the Lombards. — Adoption and Reign of

. Tiberius. — Of Maurice. — State of Italy under the
Lombards and the Exarchs. — Of Ravenna. — Dif-

- trefs of Rome. — Charadter and Pontificate of Gre-
gory the Firfl, . .

~

DURING the laft years of Juftinian, his infirm

.mind was devoted to heavenly contemplation,
and he neglected the bufinefs of the lower world.

‘His fubjects were impatient of the long conti-

nuance of his life and reign: yet all who were ca-
pable of reflection, apprehended the moment of
his death, which might involve the capital in
tumult, and the empire in civil war. Seven ne-
phews " of the childlefs monarch, the fons or

grandfons of his brother and ﬁﬁer , had been

educated in the fplendour of a princely fartune;
they had becn fhewn in high commands to thé
provinces and armies ; their characters were
known , their followers were zealous , and as
the jealoufy of age poftponied the declaration
of a fucceflor, they might expe& with equal
hopes the inheritance of their uncle. He expired
.In his palace after a reign of thirty - eight years;

_..__;_’4___‘%*_“
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and the decifive opportunity was embraced by cuar.
the friends .of Juftin the fon of Vigilantia *. At  xLv.

the hour of midpnight, his domeftics were awak-
ened by an 1mportuvate crowd who thundered
" at his door, and obtained admittance by reveal-
ing themfelves to be the principal members of
the fenate. Thefe welcome deputies announced
the recent and momentous fecret of the emperor’s
deceafe: reported, or perhaps invented, his dying
choice of the beft beloved and moft deferving
of his nephews, and conjured Juftin to prevent
the diforders of the:multitude, if they thould per-
ceive, with the return of light, that they. were
left without a mafter. After compofing his coun-
tenance to furprife, forrow, and decent modefty,
Juftin, by the advice of his wife Sophia, fubmit-
ted to the authority of the fenate. He was con-
ducted with {peed and filence to the palace, the
guards faluted their new fovereign, and the mar-
tial and religious rites of his coronation were
diligestly accomplithed. By the hands of the pro-
per officers, he was invefted with the Imperial
garments , the red bufkins , white tunic, and
purple robe. A fortunate foldier, whom he in-
ftantly promoted to the rank of tribune, encircled
bis neck with a military collar; four robuft youths
exalted him on a fhield: he ftood firm and crelt
to receive the adoration of his fubjeds; and their
choice was fandtified by the benediction of the
patriarch, who impofcd the diadem on the head ]

of an orthodox prince. The hippodrome Was yapm 11, or
alyeady filled ‘with innumcrable mulitudes, and e youager,
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no fooner did the emperor appear on his throne,
than the voices of the blue and the green factions
were confounded in the fame loyal acclamations.
In the fpeeches which Juftin addreffed to the fe.
nate and people, he promifed to.corre@ the abu-
fes which bad difgraced the age of his predecef-
for, difplayed the maxims of a juft and benefi-
cent government, and declared, that on the ap-
proaching calends of January *, he would revive
in his own perfon the name and liberality of a
roman conful. The immediate difcharge of his

- uncle’s debts exhibited a folid pledge of his faith

and generofity : a train of porters, laden with
bags of gold, advanced into the. midit of the
hippodrome, and the hopelefs creditors of Jufti-
nian accepted this equitable payment as a volun-
tary gift. Before the end of three years, his
example was imitated and furpaffed by the em-
prefs Sophia, who delivered many indigent citi-
zens from the weight of debt and ufury: an a&
of benevolence the beft entitled to gratitude,
fince 1t relieves the moft intolerable diftrefs; but
in which the bounty of a prince is the moft lia-
ble to be abufed by the claims of prodigality and
fraud *.

On the feventh day of bis reign, Juftin gave
audience to the ambafladors of the Avars, and
the fcene was decorated to imprefs the Barbarians

“with aftonifhment, veneration, and terror. From .

the palace gate, the fpacious courts and long
porticos were lined with the lofty crefts and

. gilt, bucklers’ of the guards, who prefented their
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{pears and axes with more confidence than they
would bhave fhewn in a field of battle. The
officers who exercifed the power, or attended
the perfon, of the prince, were attired in their
richeft habits, and arranged according to the
military aid civil order of the hierarchy. When
the veil of the fan&tuary was withdrawn, the
ambafladors beheld the emperor of the Eaft on
bis throne, beneath a canopy or dome, which
was fupported by four columns, and crowned
with a winged figure of Victory. In the firft
emotions of furprife , they -fubmitted .to the
fervile adoration of the Byzantine court; but as
foon as they rofe from the ground, Targeuus,
the chief of the embafly, expreffed the freedom
and pride of a Barbarian. He extolled, by the
tongue of his interpreter, the greatnefs of the
chagan’, by whofe clemency the kingdoms of
the South were permitted to exift, whofe vicori-
ous fubje@s had traverfed the frozen rivers of
Scythia, and who now covered the banks of the
Danube with innumerable tents. The late em-
peror had cultivated , with annual and coltly
gifts, the friendfhip of a grateful monarch, and
the enemies of Rome had refpected the allies of
‘the Avats. The fame prudence would inftruct
the nephew 'of Jultinian to imitate the liberality
of his uncle, and to purchafe the bleflings of
peace from an invincible people, who delighted
rand excelled in the exercife of war. The reply
~of-the emperor was delivered in the fame Rrain
of haughty defiunce, and he derived his confi.

-
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c.u AP. dence-from the God of the Chnfhans, the ancient
xiv, glory of Rome, and thc recent” triumphs of
' Juftinian. « The empire, ” faid he,  abounds
¢ with men and horfes, and arms fufficient to
« defend our frontiers, and to chaftife the Bar.
< barians. You offer aid, you threaten hoftilities:
“ we delpife your enmity ,and your aid. The
« conquerors of the Awvars folicit our alliance;
« fhall we dread their fugitives and exiles } ?
“ The bounty of our uncle was granted to
“ your mifery, to your humble prayers. From
« us you fhall receive a. more important obli-
-« gation, the knowledge of your-own weaknefs.
“ Retire from our prefence; the lives of ambaf-
« fadors are fafe; and if you return to implore
% our pardon, perhaps you will talte of our
< benevolence °.” On the report of his ambaffa-
dors,. the chagan .was awed by. the apparent,
firmnefs of 2 Roman emperor, of whofe chara&er:
and refources he was ignorant. Inftead of execut-
ing his threats againft the Eaftern. empire, he
" marched into the poor and favage countries of
Germany, which were fubject to the dominion
of the Franks. After two doubtful battles, he
confented to retire , and the Auftrafian king.
relieved the diftrefs of his camp_ with an imme-
diate fupply of corn and cattle ”. Such repeated .
difappointments. had chilled the {pirit of the,
Avars, and their power would have diffolved..
away in the Sarmatian defert, if the alliance of.
Alboin, king of the Lombards, had not given .

/
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a new obje@ to their arms, and a lalting fettle- ¢ pp,

ment to their wearied fortunes. XLV.
While Alboin ferved under his ﬁthers ftand- Athoin, king

ard, he encountered in battle, and tranfpierced ::r'(;': L':‘":

with his_lance., the rival prince of the Gepid! vatour, love,

‘The Lombards , who applauded fuch early and revenge.

prowefs, requefted his father with unanimous

acclamations, that-the heroic youth, who had

fhared the dangers of the field, might be

admitted to the fealt of victory. « You are not

¢ unmindful ,.” replied the inflexible Audoin,

« of the wife cuftoms of our anceftors: Whatever

“ may be his merit, a prince is incapable of

 fitting at table with his father till he has

" < received his arms from a foreign and royal

“ hand. ” Alboin bowed with reverence to the

mftitutions of his country ; felected forty com-

panions, and boldly vifited the cdurt of Turifund

king "of the Gepide, who embraced and enter--

tained, according to the laws of hofpitality, the

murderer of his fon. At the banquet , whilft

Alboin occupied the feat of the youth whom he

had -flain , a tender remembranc® arofe in the

mind of Turifund. “ How dear is that place —

“ how hateful is that perfon — ” were the words

that efcaped, with a figh, from the indignant

“father. His grief exalperated the national refent-

ment- of the Gepide; and Cunimund , his

furviving fon, was provoked by wine, or fra-

ternal affetion , to the defire of vengeance.

“ The T.ombards, ” faid the rude Barbarian,

“ refemble, in figure and in fmell, the mares of
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« our Sarmatiari plains. ” And this infult was a
coarfe allufion to the white bands which enve-
loped their legs. “ Add another refemblance, ”
replied an aundacious Lombard; « you have felt
“ how ftrongly they kick. Vifit the plain of
« Asfeld, and feek for the bones of thy brother;
“ they arc mingled with thofe of the vileft
« animals. ” The Gepide, a nation of warriers,

ftarted from their feats, and the fearlefs Albom,
with his forty companions, laid their hands on
their fwords. The tumult was appeafed by the
venerable interpofition of Turifund. He faved
his own honour , and the life of his gueft;
and after the folemn rites of inveftiture, dif-
miffed the ftranger in the bloody arms of his
fon; the gift of a WCepmi parent. Alboin re-
turned in trinmph; and the Lombards, who
celebrated his matchlefs intrepidity, were com-

~ pelled to praife the virtues: of an enemy °. In

this extraordinary vifit he had probably {een
the daughter of Cunimind ; who foon after
afcended the throne of the Gepxdae Her name
was Rofamond , an appellation expreffive of
female beauty, and which our own hiftory or
romance has confecrated to amorous tales. The

. king of the Lombards (the father of Alboin no

longer lived) was contra&ed to the grand-daugh-
ter of Clovis ; but the *reftraints of faith and
policy foon yielded to the hope of poffeffing
the fair Rofamond, and of infukting her family
and nation. The arts of perfuafion were tried
without fuccefs; and the impatient lever, by
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force and ftratagem, obtained the obje@ of his cmar,
defires. War was the confequence which he xLv.
forefaw and folicited; but the Lombards could

not long withftand the furious affault of the
Gepide , who were fuftained by a Roman

army. And as the offer of marriage was rejeed

with contempt, Alboin was compelled to relin.

quifh his prey, and to partake.of the difgrace

which he had inflited on the houfe of Cuni-

mund °’. :

When a public quarrel is envenomed by pri- The Lom.
vate injuries, a blow that is not mortal orytt T
.decifive can be productive only of 2 fhort truce, the king ana
which allows the unfuccefsful combatant to fharp- Xzsom of
en his arms for a new encounter.  The ftrength 4. p. :;:'
of Alboin had been found unequal to the grati.
fication of his love, ambition, and revenge: he
condefcended to implore the formidable aid of
the chagan; and the arguments that he employed
are expreflive of the art and policy of the Bar- -
barians. In the attack of the Gepidz, he had
been prompted by the jult defire of extirpating
a people whom their alliance with the Roman
empire had rendered the common enemies of the
pations , and the perfonal adverfaries of ' the
chagan. If the forces of the Avars and the
Lombards fhould unite in this glorious quarrel,
the viGory was fecure , and the reward inclti-
mable : the Danube, the Hebrus, Italy , and
Conftantinople , would be expofed, withont a
barrier , to their inviocible arms. But if they
‘hefitated or delayed to prevent the malice of the
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Romans, the fame fpirit which had ‘infulted ;

would purfue the Avars to the extremity of
the earth. Thefe fpecious reafons were heard by
the chagan with coldnefs and difdain: he.de-
tained the Lémbard ambafladors in his camp,
protracted the negociation, and by turns alleged
his want of inclination, or his want of ability”, -
to undertake this important enterprife. At length
he fignified the ultumate price of his alliance,
that the Lombards fhould immediately prefeist
him with the tythe of their cattle; that the
fpoils and captives fhould be equally divided;
but that the lands of the Gepide fhould become
the fole patrimony of the Avars. Such hard
conditions were eagerly accepted by the paflignis
of Alboin; and as the Romans were diffatisfied
with the ingratitude and perfidy of the Gepide,
Juftin abandoned that incorrigible people to their
fate, and remained the tranquil fpectator of this
unequal conflict. The defpair of Cunimund was
acive and .dangerous. He was informed that the
Avars had entered his confines; but on .:‘the
ftrobg aflurance, that, afeer the defeat of the
ILombards , thefe forcign invaders would eafily
be re pelled be rufhed forwards to encounter the
implacable enemy of his name and family. But
the courage of the Gepidx could fecure them né
more than an honourable death. The braveft
of the nation fell in the field of battle ; the
king of the Lombards contemplated with delight
the head of Cunimund, and his fkull was
fafhioned into a cup to fatiate the hatred of the

conqueror ,
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conqueror, of, perhaps, to comply with the ¢t A ®.
favage cuftom of his country *°, After this XLv.
viGtory ; no farther obftacle could impede the
progrefs of the confederates, and they faithfully
executed the terms of their agreement”’. 'The

fair countries of Walachia, Moldavia, Traufyl-

vania, 4and the parts of Hungary beyond the
Danube, were occupied, without refiftance , by

a new colony of Scythians; and the Dacian
empire of the chagans fubfifted with {plendour

above two hundred and thirty years. The
nation of the Gepide was diffolved ; but in the
“diftribution of the captives , the flaves of the

Avars were lefs fortunate than the companions

of the Lombards, whofe generofity adopted a
valiant foe, and whofe freedom Was incompatible

with- ¢ool and deliberate tyrarnny. One mioiety

of the fpoil introduced into the camp of Alboin

mote wealth than a Barbarian could readily coms

pute. - The fair Rofamorid was perfuaded , or
comptlled , to acknowledge the rights of her
viorious lover; and the daughter of Cunimund
appeated to forgive thofe crimes which might be
imputed to hér own irrefiftible charms.

- The deftruction of 4 mighty kingdom eftas Albsin sa
blifhed the "famie of Alboin. In the days offooes or
Charlemagre , the Bavarians; thé Saxons, and Iy,
the other tribes of the Teutonic larguage, fill* b: §ez.”
repeated the fongs which defciibed the hersic
virtwes, the valoor, liberality, and fortine of

the king of the Lombards **. But his ambitioi

was yet tnfatisfied; and the conqueror of the

Vor. VIIL H |
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¢ HAP. Gepidx turned his eyes from the Danube to the

XLV.

richer banks of the Po and the Tyber. Fifteen
years had - not elapfed, fince his fubjeds ,
the confederates of Narfes, had vifited the plea-
fant climate of Italy: the mountains , the rivers,.
the highways, were familiar to. their. memory ::
the report of their fuccefs, -perhaps the view of
their fpoils, had kindled in the rifing generation
the flame of emulation and enterprife, Their
hopes were encouraged by the {pirit and elo-
quence of Alboin; and it is affirmed, that he
fpoke to their fenfes, by producing, at the royal
fealt, the fairet and moft exquifite fruits that
grew fpontaneoufly in the garden of the world.
No fooner had he ere@ed his ftandard , than the
native ftrength of the Lombards was muluplied
by the adventurous youth of Germany and Scy-
thia. The robuft peafantry of Noricum and
Pannonia had refumed the manners of Barbarians;
and the names of the Gepidz, Bulgarians, Sar-
matxans, and Bavarians,, may be diftin&ly traced
in the provinces of Italy ’. Of the Saxons, the

,old allies of the Lombards, twenty thoufand

warriors,, with their wives and children., ac-
cepted the invitation of Alboin.. Their bravery
contributed to his fuccefs; but the acceflion or
the abfence of their numbers was not fenfibly felt.
_in the magnitude of his hoft. Every mode of
religion was freely practifed by its refpecive
votaries. The king of the Lombards had been
educated in the Arian herefy; but the Catholics,
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in their public worfhip, were allowed to pray cHA P
for his converfion ; while the more ftubborn =xiv.
Barbarians facrificed a fhe-goat, or perhaps a
captive, to the gods of their fathers ™. - The
Lombards , and their confederates, were. um.cd

by their common attachment to a chief, who
excelled in all the virtues and vices of a favage

hero ;-and the vigilance of Alboin provided an

" ample magazine of offenfive and defenfive arms

for the ufe of the.expedition. The: portable
wealth -of .the Lombards ‘.attended the . march)

their: lirids they cheerfully relinquithed to: the
Avars, on the folemn promife,:whick was madé

and accepted without a fmile,:that if they faijed

_in the conqueft of Italy , theft voluntary .éxiles
fhould bé reinftated in their former poffeflionss -

Théy - might have failed, if Narfes had :beert piemai0n
the. antagomﬂ; of the Lombards; and :the!veteran and deatn of
warriors ; the .aflociates of his Gothic -vidtory , Narfes.

. would have encountered .with relu&anoe - ’in
enemy whom they dreaded 'and efteémed. But
the weaknefs of the Byzantine court . was. fubfer.
vient to the Barbarian caufe ; and it was for:the ruirt
of Italy , that, the emperor once liftened to th
‘¢omplaints of his fubjects. The virtues of Narfes
were ftained with avarice; and in his’ provinciat
reign of fifteen years, he accumulated a treafure
of gold and filver which furpaffed.the modefty -
of a private fortune. His government was oppref.
five or unpopular, and the general dif¢ontent
was exprefled with freedom by the deputies of
Rome. Bcfore the throne of Juftin they boldly
"Hgz
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declared, that their Gothic fervitude had been
more tolerable than the defpotifm of a Greek
cunuch; and that, unlefs their tyrant were in-
ftantly. removed, they would confult their own
happinefs .in the choice of a mafter. The ap- "
prehenfion -of a revolt was urged by the voice
of envy and detraction; which had fo recently
triumphed over the merit of Belifarius. A new
exarch, Longinus, was appointed to fuperfede
the conqueror of Italy, and the bale motives of
bis recal were revealed in the infulting mandate
of -the emprefs Sophia, * that he fhould leave
¢ to men the exercife of arms, and return to his
¢ proper ftation among the maidens of the palace,
« where a diftaff fhould be again placed in . the
« hand of the eunuch.” “ I will fpin her fuch
¢ a thread, as fhe fhall not eafily unravel!” is
faid to have been the reply which indignation
and confcious virtue extorted from the hero.
Inftead of -attending , a flave and a viétim, at
the gate.of the Byzantine palace, he retired to
Naples .. from whence- (if " any credit is due to
the .belief of the times ) Narfes tovited the Lom-
bards to chaftife the ingratitude of the prince

. .But the paffions of the people
are furioys. and changeable, and the Romans
foon recollected the merits, or dreaded the refent-
ment, of their victorious general. By the media-
tion of the -pope, who undertook a fpecial
pilgrimage to Naples , their repentance was
accepted; and Narfes,. afluming a milder afpe&
and 2 more dutiful language, cenfented to fix his
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refidence in the Capitol. His death **, though cw®ar.
in the extreme period of old age, was unfea- xiv.
fonable and premature, fince his genius alone

could have repaired the laft and fatal error of his

life. The reality, or the fufpicion, of a confpiracy
difarmed and difunited the Italians. The foldiers
refented the difgrace, and bewailed the lofs of

their general. They were ignorant of their new
exarch; and Longinus was himfelf ignorant of

the ftate of the army and the province. In the
preceding years Italy had been defolated by
peltilence and famine, and a difaffe@ed people
afcribed the calamities of Nature to the guilt or

folly of their rulers . .

Whatever might be the grounds of his fecu- Gonquent of
rity, Alboin neither expe&ed nor encountered a:fgl':;' D e
Roman army in the field. He afcended the Ju-L.,..,b:,dz,
lian Alps, and looked down with contempt and A4.D-
defire on the fruitful plains to which his **®* ™
victory communicated the perpetual appellation
of LomBaRDY. A faithful chieftain, and a fele®
band, were ftationed at Foram Julii , the modern
Friuli, to guard the paffes of the mountains. The
Lombards refpected the ftrength of Pavia, and
liftened to the prayers of the Trevifans; their flow
and heavy multitudes proceeded to occupy the
palace and city of Verona; and Milan, now rifing
from her afhes, was invefted by the powers of
Alboin five months after his departure from
Pannonia. Terror preceded his march; he found
every where, or he left, a dreary folitude; and
the pufillanimous Italians prefumed, without a

H3



1oz THE DECLINE AND FALL

cuavr, trial, that the ftranger was invincible. Efcaping

XLV,

to lakes, or rocks, or morafles, the affrighted
crowds concealed fome fragments of their wealth,
and delayed the moment of their fervitude.
Paulinus, the patriarch of Aquileia, removed his
treafures , facred and profane, to the ifle of
Grado **, and his fucceflors were adopted by
the infant republic of Venice, which was con-
tinually enriched by the public calamities. Hono- -
ratus, who filled the chair of St. Ambrofe, had
creduloufly accepted the faithlefs offers of a capitu-
lation; and the archbifhop, with the clergy and
nobles of Milan, were driven by the perfidy of
Alboin to feek a' refuge in the lefs acceffible
ramparts of Genoa. Along the maritime coalt,
the courage of the inhabitants was fupported by
the facility of fupply, the hopes of relief, and
the power of efcape; but from the Trentine hills
to the gates of Ravenna and Rome, the in-
land regions of Italy became, without a battle
or a fiege, the lafting patrimony of the Lombards.

‘The fobmiffion of the people invited the Bar-

barian to affume the character of a lawful fove-
reign, and the helplefs exarch was confined to the
office of announcing to the emperor Juftin, the
rapid and irretrievable lofs of “his provinces and

_cities ’. One city, which bad been diligently

fortified by the Goths, refiRed the arms of a
new invader; and while Italy was fubdued by
the flying detachments of the Lombards, the
royal camp was fixed above three years before-
the weltern gate of Ticinum, or Pavia. The
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fame courage which obtains the efteem of a cmanr.
civilifed enemy, provokes the fury of a favage, xiv.
and the impatient befieger had bound himfelf by

a tremendous oath, that age, and fex, and
dignity , fhould be confounded in a general
maffacre. The aid of famine at length enabled
him to execute his bloody vow; but as Alboin
entered the gate, his horfe ftumbled, fell, and
could not be raifed from the ground. One of
his attendants was prompted by compaflion, or
piety, to interpret this miraculous fign of the
wrath of heaven: the conqueror paufed and
relented; he fheathed his fword, and, peacefully
repofing himfelf in the palace of Theodorlc,
proclaimed to the trembling multitude, that they
fhould live and obey. Delighted with the fitua-
tion of a city, which was endeared to his pride

. by the difficulty of the purchafe, the prince of

the Lombards difdained the ancient glories of
Milan; and Pavia, during fome ages, was refpect-

ed as the capital of the kingdom of Italy **

The reign of the founder was fplendid and aiein is
tranfient; and befose he could regulate his new murdered by
: conquc&s Alboin fell a facrifice to domeftic rofamond,
treafon and female revenge. In a palace near A D- 573,
Verona, which had not been ere@ed for the T2 2%
Barbarians , he feafted the companions of his
arms: intoxication was the reward of valour,
and the king himfelf was tempted by appetite,
or vanity, to exceed the ordinary meafure of his
intemperance.  After draining many ‘capacious
bowls of Rhanan or Falernian wine, he called

H 4
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for the fkull of Cunimund, the nobleft and moft
precious ornament of his ﬁdcboard The cup of
victory was accepted with horrid applaufe by
the circle of the Lombard chiefs, « Fill it again
« with wine,” exclaimed the inhuman conqueror,
* fill it,to the brim; carry this goblet to the queen
« and requeft in my pame that fhe would rejoice
¢ with her father.” In an agony of grief and
vage, Rofamond had ftrength to utter, < Let,
<« the will of my lord be obeyed!” and touching
it with her lips, pronounced a filent impreca.
tion ,. that the infult fhould be walhed away in
the blood of Alboin. Some indulgence might be
due to the refentment of a daughter, if fhe had
not already violated the duties of a wife. Im.
lacable in her enmity, or inconftant in her love,
the queen of Italy had ftooped from the throne to
the arms of a fubje@, and Helmichis, the king’s
armour-bearer, was the fecret minifter of her plea-
fure and revenge. Againft the propofal of the
murder, he could no longer urge the fcruples of
fidelity or gratitude ; but Helmichis trembled,
when he revolved the danger as well as the guilt,
when he recolleed the matchlefs. firength and
intrepidity of a warrior, whom he had fo often
attended in the field of battle. He preffed, and
obtained, that one of the braveft champions of
the Lombards fhould be affociated to the enter-
prife, but no more than a promife of fecrecy .
could be drawn from the ‘gallant Peredeus; and
the mode of fedu&ion employed by Rofamond
betrays her fhamelefs infenfibility both to honour
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and love. She fupplied the place of one of her
female attendants who was beloved by Peredeus,
and contrived fome excufe for darknefs and fi-
lence, till fhe could.inform her companion that
he had enjoyed the queen of the Lombards, and
that his own death, or the death of Alboin, muft
be the confequence of fuch treafonable adultery.
In this alternative, he chofe rather to be the ac-

CHAP.
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complice than the vi¢tim of Rofamond *', whofe -

undaunted fpirit was incapable of fear or remorfe.
She expected, and foon found a favourable mo-
ment, when the king, opprefled with wine, had
reured from the table to his afternoon flumbers.
His faithlefs fpoufe was anxious for his health and
vepofe: the gates of the palace were fhut , the
arms removed, the attendants difmiffed, and Ro-

famond, after lulling him to reft by hcr tender.

carefles, unbolted the chamber-door, and urged
the relutant confpirators to the inftant execution
"of the deed. On the -firlt alarm, the warrior
ftarted from his couch; his fword, which he
attempted to draw, had been faftened to the fcab-
bard by the hand of Rofamond; and a {mall ftool,
his only weapon, could notlong prote& him from
the fpears of the affaffins. The daughter of Cu-
nimund fmiled in his fall; his body was buried
under the ftair-cafe of the palace, and the grate-
ful pofterity of the. Lombards revered the tomb
and the ‘memory of their victorious leader.

'The ambitious Rofamond afpired to reign in mHer figne
the name of her lover; the city and palace of Ve- and death.

rona were awed by her power, and a faithful
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band of her native Gepide was prepared to ap-
plaud the revenge, and to fecond the wifhes, of
their fovereign. But the Lombard chiefs, who
fled in the firft moments of confternation and
diforder, had refumed their courage and colleéted -
their powers; and the nation, inftead of fubmit-
ting to her reign, demanded with unanimous
cries, that jultice fhould be executed on the
guilty fpoufe and the murderers of their king.
She fought a refuge among the enemies of her
country, and a criminal who deferved the ab-
horrence of mankind was protected by the fel-
fith policy of «the exarch. With her daughter,
the heirefs of the Lombard throne, her two lov-
ers , her trufty Gepide, and the {poils of the
palace of Verona, Rofamond defcended the Adige
and the Po, and was tranfported by a Greek vef-
fel to the fafe harbour of Rayvenna. Lenginus:
beheld with delight the charms and the treafures
of the widow of Alboin: her fituation and her
paft condu@ might juftify the moft licentious pro-
pofals; and fhe readily liftened to the paffion of
a minifter, who, even -in the decline of the em-
pire, was refpected as the equal of kings. The
death of a jealous lover. was an eafy and grate-
ful facrifice, and- as Helmichis ifflued from the
bath, he received the deadly potion from the
hand of his miftrefs, The tafte of the lignor,
its {peedsr operation, and his experience of the
character of Rofamond, convinced him that he
was poifoned : he pointed his dagger to her breaft,
compelled her to drain the remainder of the cup,
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and expired in a few minutes, with the confola- ¢ g 4 r.
tion, that fhe could not furvive to enjoy the fruits  xyv.
of her wickednefs. The daughter of Alboin and
Rofamond , with the richeft fpoils of the Lom-

bards, was embarked for Conftantinople; the
furprifing firength of Peredeus amufed and ter-
‘rified the Imperial court: his blindnefs and re-

venge exhibited an imperfec copy of the adven-

tures of Sampfon. By the free fuffrage of the na- ciepno, ¥ing
tion, in the affembly of Pavia, Clepho, one of :' “:" Loms
their nobleft chiefs, was eleced as the fucceflor Aﬂ_'l;_’(_.h
of Alboin. Before the end of eighteen months, Asgutt.
the throne was polluted by a fecond murder;

Clepho was ftabbed by the hand of a domeftic;

the regal office was fufpended above ten years,

during the minority of his fon Autharis; and Italy

was divided and oppreflfed by a ducal ariftocracy

of thirty tyrants **

When the nephew of Juftinian afcended the weaknets of
throne, he proclaimed a new @ra of happinefs the emperor
and glory. The annals of the fecond Juftin ** **™"
are marked with difgrace abroad and mifery at
home. In the Weft, the Roman empire was afflict-
ed by the lofs of Italy, the defolation of Africa,
and the conquefts of the Perfians. Injuftice pre- ‘
vailed both in the capital and the provinces; the :
rich trembled for their property, the poor for
their fafety , the ordinary magiftrates were igno-
rant or venal, the occafional remedies appcar to
have been arbitrary and violent, and the com.
plaints of the people could no longer be filenced
by the fplendid names of a legiflator and a con-
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queror. The opinion which imputes to the prinee
all the calamities of his times, may be counten-
anced by the hiftorian as a ferious truth or a
falutary prejudice. Yeét a candid fufpicion will
arife, that the fentiments of Juftin were pure and
benevolent, and that he might have filled his
ftation without reproach, if the faculties of his
mind had not been impaired by difeafe, which
deprived the emperor of the ufe of his feet, and
confined him to the palace, a firanger to the com-
plaints of the people and the vices of the govern-
ment. The tardy knowledge of his own impot-
ence determined him to lay down the weight of
the diadem; and in the choice of a worthy fub-

ftitute, he thewed fome fymptoms of a difcerning

and even magnanimous ipirit. The only fon of
Juftin and Sophia died in his infancy : their
daughter Arabia was the wife of Baduarius
fuperintendant of the palace, and afterwards com-

~ mander of the Italian armies, who vainly afpired

to confirin the rights of marriage by thofe of

.adoption.  While the empire appeared an obje&

of defire, Jultin was accuftomed to behold with
jealoufy and hatred his brothers and coufins, the
rivals of his hapes; nor could he depend on the
gratitude of thofe who would accept the purple
as a reftitution, rather thanagift. Of thefe compe-
titors, one had been removed by exile, and after-
wards by death; and the emperor himfelf had
inflicted fuch cruel infults en another, that he
muft either dread his refentment or delpife his
patience. - This domeftic animofity was refined

24
’
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mto a generous refolution of feeking a fucceflfor, cua r.
not in his family, but in the republic: and the xuv..
artful Sophia recammended Tiberius **, his
faithful .captain of the guards,, whofe virtues and
fortune the emperor might cherifh as the fruit of

his judicious choice. The ceremony of his ele- amociation
vation to the rank of Cafar, or Auguftus, was ‘Af Tlib’:i“:’
performed in the portico of the palace, in the peemer. !
prefence of the patriarch and the fenate. Juftin
collected the remaining ftrength of his mind and

body, but the popular belief that his fpeech was
infpired by the Deity, betrays a very humble
opinion both of the man and of the times *.

¢ You behold, ” faid -the emperor, « the enfigns

“ of fupreme power. You are about to receive

« them not from my hand, but from the hand

« of God. Honour them, and from them youn

“ will derive honour. Refpect the emprefs your

¢ mother; you are now her fon, before, you

. were her fervant. Delight not in blood,

abftain from revenge, avoid thofe a&ions by

¢ which I have incurred the public hatred, and

“ confult the experience rather than the example -

“ of your predeceflor. As a man, I have finned;

“ as a fioner, even in this life I bave been

« feverely punifhed: but thefe fervants (and he

« pointed to his minifters), who have abufed

“ my confidence , and inflamed my paflions,

“ will appear with me before the tribunal of

« Chrift. I have been dazzled by the fplendour

« of the diadem: be thou wife and modeft;

“ remember what you have been, remember
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* what you are. You fee around us your flaves
« and your children; with the authority, afflume
< the tendernefs, of a parent. Love your people
« like yourfelf; ccultivate the affections, main-

% tain the difcipline of the army: prote® the

Death of
Juftin 1L
A. D. 578,
O&ober 5.

Reigu of Ti-
berius IL

A D. 578,
Sept. 26—
A.D.s 2,
Auguft 1.

« fortunes of the rich, relieve the neceflities of
« the poor . ” The affembly , in filence and

.in tears, applauded the counfels, and fympathifed

with the repentance, of their prince: the pa-
triarch rehearfed the prayers of the church ;
Tiberius received the diadem on his knees, and
Juftin, who in his " abdication appeared moft
worthy to reign, addreffed the new monarch in
the following words: “ If you confent, I live;
“ if you command , I die: may the God - of

« heaven and earth infufe into your heart what-

« ever I have negletted or forgotten.” The
four laft years of the emperor Juftir were pafled
in - tranquil obfcurity : his confcience was no
longer tormented by the remembrance of thofe
duties which he was incapable of difcharging;
and his choice was juftified by the filial reverence
and gratitude of Tiberius.

‘Among the virtues of Tiberius **, his beauty
(he was one of the talleft and moft comely of
the Romans) might introduce him to the favour

" of Sophia; and the widow of Juftin was per-

fuaded ; that fhe {hould preferve her ftation and
influence under the reign of -a fecond' and more
youthful hufband. But if the ambitious candidate
had been tempted to flatter and diffemble, it
was no longer in his power to -fulfil her expecta-
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tions, or his own promife. The factions of the
hippodrome demanded, with fome impatience,
the name of their new emprefs ; both the people
and Sophia were aftonifhed by the proclamation
of Anaftafia, the fecret, though lawful wife of
the emperor Tiberius. Whatever could alleviate
the difappointment of Sophia, jmperial honours,
a flately palace, a numerous houfehold , was
liberally beftowed by the piety of her adopted
fon-; on folemn occafions he attended and con-
fulted the widow of his benefadtor : but her
ambition difdained the vain femblance of royalty,
3nd the refpectful appellation of mother ferved
to exafperate , rather than appeafe, the rage of
an injyred woman, While fhe accepted, and
repaid with a courtly. fmile, the fair expreflions
of regard and confidence, a fecret. alliance was
concluded between the dowager emprefs and her

ancient enemies; and Juftinian, the -fon of Gén |

manys ,. was -employed as the inftrument. of- hér
revenge. The pride of the reigning houfe fup:
- ported , with reluitance , -the.. dominien of a
ftranger: the youth was defervedly popular; hié
pame, after the death of Jultin, had been men-
tloued by a tumultuous faction; and; his.-own
fubmiffive offer of his head, wnth a trea.furc of
fixty thoufand pounds, mlght be interpreted as
an evidence of guilt, or at leaft of fear. Juftinian

received a free pardon, and the:command of .

the eaftern army. The Perfian monarch fled
before his arms; and the acclamations which ac-
companied his triumph, declared him worthy of

CHAP,
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the purple. His artful patronefs had chofen the
month of the vintage, while the emperor, in 2
rural folitude, was permitted to enjoy the plea-
fures of a fubje®. On the firft intelligence of
her defigns he returned to Conftantinople , and
the confpiracy was fupprefled by his prefence and
firmnefs. From the pomp and honours which -
fhe had abufed, Sophia was reduced to a modeft
allowance: T 1benus difmiffed her train, inters
cepted her correfpondence, and committed to a
faithful guard the ‘cuftody of her perfon. But
the fervices of Juftinian were not confidered
by that excellent prince as an aggravation' of his
offences: after a mild reproof, his treafon and
ingratitude were forgiven; and it was commonly
believed , that the emperor entertained fome
thoughts of contracting a double alliance with
the rival of his throne. The voice of an angel
{fuch a fable was propagated)] might reveal to
the emperor, that he fhould always ttiumph over
his domeftic foes; but Tiberiys derived 4 firmer
affurance from the, innocence and gencroﬁty of
his own mird. '

With the odious name of leerms he affumc&
the more pepular appellation of COnRantmc' and
imitated the purer virtues of the 'Antonincs‘
After recording the vice or folly of fo many
Roman princes, it is pleafing to repofe, for a
moment , on 2 charader- confpicuous by - the
qualities of humanity, juftice, temperance, and
fortitude ; to contemplate a fovereign affable in
his palace , pious in the church; impartial on

' the
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the feat of judgment, and victorious, at leaft by
his generals, in' the Perfian war. The moft glo-
rious trophy of his vitory confifted in a multi.
tude of captives, whom Tiberius entertained,
tedeemed, and difmifféed to their native homes
with the charitable {pirit of a Chriftian hero.
The merit of misfortunes of his own fubjects had
a dearer claim to his beneficence, and he meas
fured his bounty not fo much by their expectas
tions , as by his own dignity. This maxim,
however dangerous in a.truftee of the publi¢
wealth; was balanced by a principle of humanity
- and jultice, which taught him to abhor; as of
the bafeft alloy ; the gold that was extraded
from the tears of the people. For their relief,
as often as they had fuffered by natural or hoftile
calatnities, He was impatient to remit the arrears
of the palt, or the demands of futuie taxes: he
fternly rejected the fervile offétings of his mi-
fiifters , which wete ~compenfated by tenfold
oppreflion; and the wifé¢ and equitable laws of
Tiberius excited the praife and regret of fucceed-
ing times. Conftantinople believed that the
émperor had difcovered a tréafure: but his ges
nuine treafure tonfilted in the practice of libetal
ecoriomy, and thé contempt of all vain and
‘fuperfluotis expence.  The Rorans of the Eaft
would have beeén happy ; if the Beft gift of
heaven, a pdtriot king ; had beet confirmed as
4 proper and permanent blefling. But in lefs
than four years after the death of Juftin, his
wotthy -fucceffor funk ints a imortal difeafe
VoL VIIL -
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which left him only fufficient time to reftore the
diadem , according to the tenure by which he’
held it, to -the moft deferving of his fellow-
citizens. He fele®ed Maurice from the crowd,
a judgment more precious than the purple itfelf:
the patriarch and fénate were fummoned to the
bed of the dying prince : he beftowed his
daughter and the empire; and his laft advice was
folemnly delivered by the voice of the queftor.
Tiberius exprefled his hope, that the virtues of -
his fon and fucceffTor would ere@ the nobleft
maufoleum to his memory. His' memory was
embalmed by the public affliction; but the moft
fincere grief evaporates in the tumult of a new
reign, and the eyes and acclamations of mankind
were {peedily direced to the rifing fun.-

The emperor Maurice derived his origin from
ancient Rome **; but his immediate parents were
fettled at Arabxﬁ'us in Cappadocia, and their fingu-
lar felicity preferved them alive to behold and
partake the fortune of their auguf fon. The
youth of Maurice was fpent in the profeflion of
arms; Tiberius promoted him to the command
of a new and favourite legion of twelve
thoufand confederates; his valour and condué
were fignalized in the Perfian war; and he re-
turned to Conftantinople to accept, as his jult
rcward, the inheritance of the empire. Maurice
afccuded the throne at the mature age of forty,
three years; and he reigned above twenty years
over the Eaft and over himfelf-**; expelling from
his mind the wild democracy eof paflions, and

~
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eftablithing ( according to .the quaint expreffion
of Evagrius ) a perfe& ariltocracy of reafon and
virtue, Some fulpicion will degrade the tefti-
mony of a fubje, though he protefts that his
fecret praife fhould never reach- the ear of his
fovereign **, and fome failings feem to place the
chara&er of Maurice below the purer merit of
his predeceflor. His cold and referved demeanour
miglet be imputed to arrogance; his juftice was
not always exempt from cruelty, nor his cle-
mency from weaknefs; and his rigid economy
too often expofed him to the reproach of avarice.
But the rational wifhes of an abfolute monarch
muft tend to the happinefs of his people; Mau-
rice was endowed with fenfe and courage to pro-
mote that happinefs, and his adminiftration was
dire@ed by the principles and example of Tibe-
rius. The pufillanimity of the Greeks had in-
troduced fo complete a feparation between the
offices of king and of general, that a private fol-
dier who had deferved and obtained the purple,
feldom or never appeared at the head of his
armies. Yet the emperor Maurice enjoyed the
glory of reftoring the perfian monarch to his
throne: his lieutenants waged a doubtful war
againft the Avars of the Danube, and he calt an
eye of pity, of ineffeCtual pity, on the abject
and diftrefsful ftate of his Jtalian provinces.

CHAPR
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From ltaly the emperors were inceffantly tor- pigee of
mented by tales of mifery and demands of fuc- Ily.

cour, which extorted the humiliating confeflion
of their ewn weaknefs. The expiring dignity
Iz .
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of Rome was only marked by the freedom and

_energy of her complaints: “If you are incapable,”

the faid, « of delivering us from the fword of
< the Lombards, fave us at leaft from the cald-
“-mity of famine.” Tiberius forgave the re-
proach, and relieved the diftrels: a fupply of .
«corn was tranfported from Egypt to the Tyber;

‘and the Roman people, mvoking the name, not

of Camillus, but of St.Peter, repulfed th® Bar
barians from their walls. But the relief was acci-
dental , the danger was perpetual and preffing;
and the clergy and fenate, colleting the remain$
of their ancient opulence, a fum of three thou-
fand pounds of gold, difpatched the patrician
Pamphronius to lay their gifts and their-com-
plaints at the foot of the Byzantine throne. The
attention of the court, and the forces of the Eaft,
were diverted by the Perfian war: but the juftice
of Tiberius applied the fubfidy to the defence
of the city; and he difmiffed the patrician with
his beft advice, either to bribe the Lombard
chiefs, or to purchafe the aid of the kings of
France. Notwithftanding this weak invention,
Italy was ftill afflicted, Rome was again befieg-
ed, and the fuburb of Clafle, only three miles

‘ 'from Ravenna, was pillaged and occupied by

the troops of a ﬁmple duke of Spoleto. Maurice
gave audience to a fecond deputation of priefts
and fenators ; the duties and the menaces of reli-
gion were forcibly urged in the letters of the
Roman pontiff; and his nuncio, the deacon Gre-
gory, was alike qualified to folicit the powers
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either of heaven or of the earth. The emperor c¢wu a r.
adopted, with ftronger effe®, the meafures of xurv,
his predeceflor: fome formidable chiefs were per-

fuaded to embrace the friendfhip of the Romans;

and one of them, a mild and faithful Barbarian,

lived and died in the fervice of the exarch: the. '
paffes of the Alps were delivered. to the Franks;

and the pope encouraged them to violate, with.-.

out {cruple, their oaths and engagements to the ‘
mifbelievers. Childebert, the great-grandfon of = .
Clovis, was perfuaded to invade Italy by the
payment of fifty thoufind pieces; but as he had:
viewed with delight fome Byzantine coin of the.
weight of one pound of gold, the king of Au-

ftrafia might ftipulate, that the gift fhould be
rendered more worthy of his acceptance, by a.

proper mixture of thefe refpe@able medals. The.

dukes of the Lombards had provoked by frequent
inroads their powerful neighbours of Gauk As

foon as they were apprehenfive of a juft retalia-

tion, they renounced their feeble and diforderly
independence: the advantages of regal govern-

ment, union, {ecrecy, and vigour, were unani-
moufly confefled; and Autharis, the fon OF Autbaris,
Clepho, had 1dready attained the firength and: ‘I“':;b::l:"'
reputation of a warrior. Under the ftandard of ’
their. new king, the conquerors of Italy with- 584—4”
ftood three fucceflive invafions, one .of which

was led by Childebert himfelf, the laft of the
Merovingian race who defcended from the Alps.

- The firlt expedition was defeated by the jealous
animofity of the Franks and Alemanni. In the

I3
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fecond they were vanquifhed in a bloody battle,
with more lofs and difhonour than they had
fuftained fince the foundation of their monarchy.
Impatient for revenge, they returned a third
time with accumulated force, and Autharis yield-
ed to the fury of the torrent. The troops and
treafures of the Lombards were diftributed in.
the walled towns between the Alps and the
Apennine. A nation, lefs fenfible of danger,
than of fatigue and delay, foon murmured againft
the folly of their twenty commanders; and the .
hot vapours of an Italian fun infeted with dif-
eafe thofe tramontane bodies which had already
fuffered the viciflitudes of intemperance and
famine. The powers that were inadequate to
the conqueft, were more than fufficient for the
defolation, of the country; nor could the trem-
bling natives diftinguith between their enemies
and their deliverers. If the junction of the
Merovingian and Imperial forces had been ef-
fected in the neighbourhood of Milan, perhaps
they might -have fubverted the throne of the
Lombards; but the Franks expected 'fix days
the fignal of a flaming village, and the arms of
the Greeks were idly employed in the reduction
of Modena and Parma, which were torn from
them after the retreat of their Tranfalpine
allies. The victorieus Autharis afferted his claim
to the dominion of Italy. At the foot of the
Rh=ztian Alps, he fubdued the refiftance, and
rifled the hidden treafures, of a fequeftered ifland
in the lake of Comum. At the extreme’ point.
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of Calabria, he touched with his fpear a column cu A r.
on the fea-fhore of Rhegium ™, proclaiming  xvv.
that ancient land-mark to Rand the immovable
boundary of his kingdom **

During a period of two hundred years, Italy The exarce
was unequally divided between the kingdom of ::::: Ra-
the Lombards and the exarchate of Raverma The
offices and profeflions, which the jealoufly of
Conftantine had feparated , were united by the
indulgence of Juftinian; and ‘eighteen fucceflive
exarchs were invefted, in the decline of the em-
pire, with the full remains of civil, of military,
and even of .ecclefiaftical power. Their imme-
diate jurifdition, which was afterwards confe-
crated as the patrimony of St. Peter, extended
over the modern Romagna, the marfhes or val-
lies of Ferrara and Commachio **, five maritime
cities from Rimini to Ancona, and a fecand,

" -inland Pentapolis, between the Adriatic coaft and
the hills of the Apennine. Three fubordinate
provinces, of Rome, of Venice, and of Naples,
which were divided by hoﬂlle lands from the
palace of Ravenna, acknowledged, both in peace
and war, the fupremacy of the exarch. ,The dut-
chy of Rome appears to bave included the Tuf-
can, Sabine, and Latian- conquefts, of the firlk
four hundred years of the city, and the limits

may be diftinctly traced along the coaft, from
Civita Vecchia, to Terracina, and with the courfe
of the Tyber from Ameria and Narni to the port
of Oftia. The numerous iflands from Grado
to Chiozza, compofed the infant dominion of

Is4
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Venice; but the more acceflible towns on the
continent were overthrown by the Lombards,

who beheld with impotent fury a new capital rifing
from the waves. The power of the dukes of Naples
was circumfcribed by the bay and theadjacentifles,
by the hoftile territory Qf Capua, and by the Ro-
man colony of Ama]phl » whofe induftrious ci-
tizens, by the invention of the mariner’s com-
pafs, havc unveiled the face of the globe. The
three iflands of Sardinia, Corfica, and Sicily, flill
adhered to the empire; and the acquifition of the
farther Calabria removed the land-mark of Autha-

xis from the fhore ¢f Rhegium to the ifthmus of

Confentia. In Sardinia, the favage mountaineers

referved the liberty and religion of their ancef:
tors; but the hufbandmen of Sicily were ¢hained
to their rich and cultivated foil. Rome was op-
prefled by the iron fceptre of the exarchs, and a

Greek, perhaps an eunuch, infulted with impunity -

the ruins of the Capitol. But Naples foon acquired
the privilege of ele&ting her own dukes **; the in-
dependence of Amalphi was the fruit of commerce;;
and the voluntary attachment of Venice was finally
ennobled by an cqual alliance with the eaftern
empire. On the map of Italy, the meafure of
the exarchate occupies a very madequate fpace,

but it included an ample proportion of wealth,

mduﬁry, and population.. The moft faithful and,
valyable fubjects efcaped from the Barbarian yoke,
and the banners of Pavia and Verona, of Milan
and Padua, were difplayed in then‘ refpective

quarters by the new mhabxtants of Ravenna,
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The remainder of Italy was poffeffed by theLom- ¢ 1 a ».
bards ; and from Pavia, theroyal {eat, theiwr king-  xLv,
* dom was extended to the ealt, the north, and The king-
the weft, as far as the confines of the Avaxs,:‘;"’;::r;:f
the Bavarians, and the Franks of Auftrafia and
Burgundy, In the language of modern geogra-
phy, it is now reprefented by the Terra Firma
of the Venetian republic, Tirol, the Milanefe,
Piemont, the coaft of Genoa, Mantua, Parma,
and Modena, the grand dutclly of Tufcany,
and a large portion of the ecclefiaftical ftate from"
Perigia to the Adriatic. The dukes, and at
length the princes of Beneventum, furvived the
monaichy, and propagated the name of the Lom-
bards. From Capua ta Tarentum, they reigned
near five hundred years aver the greate[t part of
the prefent kingdom of \Taples

In comparing the proportion of the viGorious Language
and the vanquifhed people, the change of lan. i‘f“:h:‘l“‘:::“
guage will afford the moft probable inference. Ac. pags,
‘cording to this, ftandard it will appear, that the
Lombards of Italy, and the Vifigoths of Spain,
were lefs numerous than the Franks or Burgun.
dians; and the conquerors of Gaul muft yield,
in thmr turn, to the multitude of Saxons and
Angles who almoft cradicated the idioms of
Britain. The modern Italian has been infenfibly
formed by the mixture of nations; the awkward-
nefs of the Barbarians in the nice management of
declenfions apd conjugations, reduced them ta
the ufe of articles and auxiliary verbs; and many
pew ideas have been exprefled by Teutonic
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appellations. Yet the prindipal ftock of technical
and familiar words is found to be of Latin deri-
vation **; and iIf we were fufficiently converfant
with the obfolete, the ruftic, and the municipal
diale@s .of ancient Italy, we fhould trace the
origin of many terms which might, perhaps, be
rejected by the claflic purity of Rome. A pum-
erous army conftitutes but a fmall nation, and
the powers of the Lombards were foon diminifhed
by the retreat of twenty thoufand Saxons, who
fcorned a dependent fituation, and returned, af-
ter many bold and perilous adventures, to their
native country **. The camp of Alboin was of
formidable extent, -but the extent of a camp
would be ealily circamfcribed within the limits
of a city; and its martial inhabitants muft be
thinly fcattered over the face of a large country.
When Alboin defcended from the Alps, he in-
vefted his nephew, the firft duke of Friuli, with
the command of the province and the peoplc,
but the prudent Gifulf would have declined the
dangerous office, unlefs be had been permltted
to chufe, among the nobles of the Lombards,

fufficient number of families ** to form a perpe-
tual colony of foldiers and fubje@s. In the pro-

. grefs of conqueft, the fame option could not be

granted to the dukes of Brefcia or Bergamo, of

. Pavia or Turin, of Spoleto or Beneventum; but

each of thele, and each of their colleagues, fet-
tled in his appointed diftin& with a band of fok
Yowers who reforted to his ftandard in war and
his tribunal in peace. Their attachment was frec
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and honourable: refigning the gifts and benefits
which they had accepted, they might emigrate
with their families into the jurifdiction of another
duke; but their abfence  from the kingdom was
punithed with death, as a crime of military de-
fertion **.  The pofterity of the firlt conquerors
ftrack"a deeper root into the foil, which, by
every motive of intereft and honour, they were
bound to defend. A Lombard was born the fol-
dier of his king and his duke; and the civil af-
femblies of the nation difplayed the banners, and
afflumed the appellation, of a regular army.. Of
this army, the pay and the rewards were drawn
from the conquered provinces; and the diftribu-
tion, which was not effected till after the death
of Alboin, is difgraced by .the foul marks of in-
juftice and rapine. Many of the moft wealthy
Italians were flain or banifhed ; the remainder
were divided among the ftrangers, and a tribu-
tary obligation was impofed (under the name of
hofpitality), of paying to the Lombards a third
part of the fruits of the earth. Within lefs than
feventy years, this artificial fyftem was abolifbed
by a more fimple and folid tenure **. Either the
Roman landlord was expelled by his ftrong and
infolent gueft; or the annual payment, a third of
the produce, was exchanged by a more equi-
table tranfaction for an adequate proportion of
landed property. Under thefe foreign mafters,
the bufinefs of agriculture, in the cultivation of
corn, vines, and olives, was exercifed with de-

generate {kill and induftry by the labour of ther

CHAT.
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flaves and natives. But the occupations of a
paftoral life were more pleafing to the idlenefs.
df the Barbarians. ka the rich meadows of Ve-
netia, they reftored and improved the breed of
horfes for which that province had once been il-
luftrious **; and the Italians’ beheld with af-
tonifhment a foreign race of oxen or buffaloes **

The depopulation of Lombardy, and the in-

~ creafe of forefts, afforded an ample range for the

pleafures of the chace . That marvellous art
which teaches the birds of the air to acknowledge
the voice, and execute the commands of their
mafter, had been unknown to the ingenuity of the
Greeks and Romans *“. Scandinavia and Scythia
produce the boldeft and meft tractable falcons *’
they were tamed and educated by the roving in-
habitants always on horfeback and in the field. This

‘favourite amufement of our anceftors was intro.

duced by the Barbarians into the Roman pro-
vinces ; and the laws of Italy efteem the fword’
and the hawk as of equal dignity and importance
in the hands of a noble Lombard *. )

So rapid was the influence of climate and
example, that the Lombards of the fourth
generation furveyed with curiofity and affright
the portraits of their favage forefathers **. Their
heads were fhaven behind, but the fhaggy locks
hung over their eyes and mouth, and a long
beard , reprefented the name and character of
the nation. Their drefs coofifted of loofe linen
garments, after the fafhion of the Anglo-Saxons,
which were decorated, in theiy opinion, with

I
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broad firipes of variegated colours, The legs
and feet were clothed in long hofe, and open
fandals; .and even in the fecurity of peace, a
trulty fword was conftantly girt to their fide.
Yet this ftrange apparel, and horrid afpe&, often
concealed a gentle and generous difpofition; and
as foon as the rage of battleshad fubfided, the
captives and fubjeds were fometimes furprifed
by the humanity of the victor. The vices of the
Lombards were the effect of paffion, of ignorance,
of intoxication: their virtues are the more lau-
dable, as they were not affected by the hypocrify
of focial manners, nor impofed by the rigid
conftraint of laws and education. I fhould not
be apprehenfive of deviating from my fubjec, if
it were in my power to delineate the private
life of the conquerors of Italy, and I fhall relate
_ with pleafure ‘the adventurous gallantry of Au-
tharis, which breathes the true {pirit of chivalry
and romance -*°. - After the lofs of his promifed
bride, a Merovingian princefs , he fought in
marriage the daughter of the king of Bavaria;
and Garibald accepted the alliance of the Italian
monarch. Impatient of the flow progrefs of nego-
ciation, the ardent lover efcaped from his palace,
and vifited the court of Bavaria in the train of
his own embafly. At the public audience, the
unknown ftranger advanced to the throne, and
informed Garibald , that the ambaflador was
indeed the minifter of ftate, but thay he alone
was the friend of Autharis, who had trufted
him with the delicate commiffion of making a

CHAP.
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cuap faithful report of the charms of his fpoufc

XLV,

Theudelinda was fummoned to undergo this
important examination, and after a paufe of
filent rapture, he hailed her as the queen of
Italy , and humbly requelted, that, according to
the cuftom of the nation, fhe would prefent a
cup of wine to ghe firlk of her new fubjects.
By the command of her father, fhe obeyed:
Autharis received the cup in his turn, and, in
reftoring it to the princefs, he fecretly touched
her hand, and drew his own finger over his
face and lips. In the evening, Theudelinda im-
parted to her nurfe the indifcreet familiarity of
the firanger, and was comforted by the affurance,
that fuch boldnefs could proceed only from the
king her hufband, who, by his beauty and

eourage , appeared worthy ‘of her love. The

ambaffadors were difmiffed: no fooner did they
reach the confines of Italy, than Autharis, raifing
himfelf on his horfe, darted his battle-axe againlt
a tree with incomparable ftrength and dexterity,
« Such, ” faid he to the aftonifhed Bavarians,
* fuch are the ftrokes of the king of the Lom-
€ bards. ” On the approach of a French army,
Garibald .and his daughter took refuge in the
dominions of their ally; and the marriage was
confummated in the palace of Verona. At the
end of one year, it was diffolved by the death
of Autharis: but the virtues of Theudelinda **
had endcared her to the nation, .and fhe was
permitted®to beftow, with her hand, the fceptre
of the lialian kingdom
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From this fa&, as well as from fimilar
events '°, it is certain that the Lombards pof-
fefled freedom to elect their fovereign, and fenfe
to decline the frequent ufe of that dangerous

CHAP,
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privilege. The public revenue arofe from the

produce of land, and the profits of juftice.
When the independent dukes, agreed that Au-
tharis fhould afcend the throne of his father,
they endowed the regal office with a fair moiety
of their refpe@ive domains. The proudeft nobles
afpired to the honours of fervitude near the
perfon of their prince: he rewarded the fidelity
of his vaffals by the precarious gift of penfions
and benefices ; and atoned for the injuries of
war, by the rich foundation of monafteries and
churches. In peace a judge, a leader in war, he
never ufurped the powers of a fole and abfolute
legiflator. The king of Italy convened the national
aflemblies in the palace, or more probably in
the fields, of Pavia: his great council was com-
pofed of the perfons moft eminent by their birth
and dignitics; but the validity, as well as the
execution of their decrees, depended on the
approbation of the faithful people the fortunate
army of the Lombards. About fourfcore years
after the conqueft of Italy, their traditional
cuftoms were tranfcribed in Teutonic Latin *

and ratified by the confent of the prince and
people; fome new regulations were introduced ;

more fuitable to their prefent condition ; the
example of Rotharis was imitated by the wifeft
of his fucceffors, and the laws of the Lombards

I.aws ,

D 643,
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have been eftéemed the lealt imperfet of the
Barbaric codes **. Secure by their courage in the
polleffion of liberty:, thefe rude and hafty legifla-
tors were incapable of balancing the powers of
the conftitution, or of difcuffing the nice theory
of political government. Such crimes as threatened
the life of the fovereign, or the fafety of the
ftate, were adjudged worthy of death; but their
attention was principally confined to the defence
of the perfon and property of the fubje.
According to the firange jurifpridence of the
times, the guilt of blood might be redeemed
by afine; yet the ‘high pricé of nine hundred
pieces of gold declares a juft fenfe of the value
of a fimple citizen. Lefls atrocious injuries, 4
wound , a- fratturé, a blow , an opprobrious
word , were meafured with fcrupulous and
almoft ridiculous diligence; and the prudence of
the legiflator encoutiged the ignoble practice of
bartering honour and revenge for a_ pecuniary

. compenfation. The ignorance of the Lombards;

in the ftate of Paganifm or Chriftianity, gave
implicit credit to the malice and mifchief of
witchcraft ; but the judges of theé feventeenth
century might have been inftructed and con:
founded by the wifdom of Rotharis ; who
derides the abfurd fuperftition, and 'protécts the
wretched vi&its of populat or judicial cruelty **.
The fame fpirit of a legiflator, fuperior to his
age and country,; may be afcribed to Luitprand,
who condemns, while he tolerates, the impious

and inveterate abufe of duels **, obferving from

his
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his own experience, that the jufter caufe had
often been opprelfed by foccefsful violence.
Whatevetr merit may be difcovered in the ‘laws
of the Lombards, they are the genuine fruit of
the reafon of the Barbarians, who never admitted
the Bifhops of Italy to a feat in their legiflative
councils, But the fucceflion  of their kings is
marked with virtue and ability ; the troubled
feries of their annals is-adorned with fair intervals
of peace, order, and domeftic happinefs; and
the Italians enjoyed a milder and more equitable
govetament, than any of the other kingdoms
which had been founded on .the ruins of the
Weltetn Empire ¥,

CHAP,
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Amidft the arms of the Lombards, and under Mitery ot
the defpotifm of the Greeks, we dgain enquire X"

into the fate of Rome **, which had, reached,
about the clofe of the fixth century, the loweft,
period of her depreffion. By the removal of the feat
of empire , and the fucceffive lofs of the provinces,
the fources of public and private opulence were
exhaufted ; the lofty tree, under whefe fhade the
" nations of the earth had repofed, was deprived:
of its leaves and branches; and the faplefs érunk
was left to wither on the ground. The minilters
of command, and the meflengers: of wvictory,
no longer met on the Appian and Flaminian way;
and the hoftile approach of the Lombards was
often felt and continually feared. The inhabit.
ants of 2 potent and peaceful capital, who vifie
without an anxious thought the garden of the
adjacent country , will faintly picture.in their fancy
Vor. VIIL, K '

!
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the diftrefs of the Romans: they fhut or opened
their gates with a trembling hand, beheld from
the walls the flames of their houfes, and heard
the lamentations of their brethren who were cou-
pled together like dogs, and dragged away into
diftant flavery beyond the fea and the mountains.
Such inceffant alarms muft annihilate the pleafures
and interrupt the labours of a rural life; and the
Campagna of Rome was. {peedily reduced .to
the ftate of a dreary wildernefs, in which the

‘land is barren, the waters are impure, and the

air is infeGtious. Curiofity and ambition no longer
attracted the nations to the capital of the world:
but if chance or neceflity direted the fteps of a
wandering ftranger, he contemplated -with horror
the vacancy and folitude of the city, and.might
be tempted to afk, where. is the fenate, and
where are the people. In a feafon of exceflive
rains, the Tyber fwelled above 1ts banks, and
rufhed with irrefiftible violence into the vallies of

" the feven hills. A peftilential difeafe arofe from

the ftagnation of the deluge, and fo rapid was the

* contagion, that fourfcore perfons expired in an

hour in the midft of a folemn proceflion, which
implored the mercy of heaven *’. A {fociety in
which ‘marriage is encouraged and indufiry pre-

“wvails, foon repairs the accidental loffes of pefti-

lence and war ;. but as the far greater part of the
Romans was condemned .to hopelefs indigence

. and celibacy , the depopulation was conftant and

vifible, and the gloomy enthufiafts might expe&
the .approaching failure of the human race . Yet
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the number of citizens ftill exceeded the meafure

of fubfiltencei their precarious food was fupplied
from the harvefts of Sicily or Egypt; and the fre-
quent repetition of famine betrays the inattention
of the¢ emperor to a diftant province. The edifices
of Rome were expofed to the fame ruin and decay:
the mouldering fabrics ‘were eafily overthrown
by inundations, tempefts, and earthquakes; and
the monks who had o¢:cup1ed the moft advanta«

-geous ftations, exulted in their bafe triumph over

the ruins of antiquity ‘%, It is commonly believ=
ed, that pope Gregory the firlt attacked the
temples and mutilated. the fatues of the city;
that, by the command of the Barbarian, the Pa-
latine library was reduced to afhes, and that the

hiftoty of Livy was the peculiar mark of his

abfurd and mifchievous fanaticifm. The writings
of Gregory himfelf reveal his implacable avetfion
to the monuments of claffic genius ; and he points
his fevereft cenfure againft the profane learning of
a bithop, who taught the art of grammar, ftu-
died the Latin poets, and pronounced with the

CHAD
ALY,

fame voice. the praifes of Jupiter and thofe of

Chrik. But the evidence of his deftrudive rage
is doubtful and tecent-: the Temple of Peace, of
the theatre of Marcelhls, have been demohﬂ:ed
by the flow opetatnon of ages, and a formial pro<
fcription would have- ntultiphed the copies of Vir-
gil and Livy in the countries which Wwefe not
fubje& to the ecclefiaftical dictator **.

Like Thebes; or Babylon, ot Carthage the The foinbs

name of Rome might have been erazed from the
k3

and relics of
the apofiles.
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€ H AP earth; if the city had not been animated by a
xLv. vital principle, which again reftored her to’ho-
nour and dominion. A vague tradition was em-.
braced, that two Jewifh teachers, a tent-maker,
and a fifherman, liad formerly been executed in
the circus of Nero, and at the end of five
‘hundred years their genuine or fiGitious relics -
were adored as the Palladium of Chriftian Rome.
The pilgrims of the Eaft and Weft reforted to
the holy threfhold; but the fhrines of the apof-
tles were guarded by miracles and invifible ter-
rors; and it was not without fear that the pious
Catholic approached the obje@ of his worfhip.
It was fatal to touch, it was dangerous to be-
hold, the bodies of the faints; and thofe who '
_from the pureft motives prefumed to difturb the
repofe of the fan&tuary, were affrighted by vi-
fions, or punifhed with fudden death. The un-
reafonable requeft of an emprefs, who wifhed to
deprive the Romans of their facred treafure, the
head of St. Paul, was rejected with- the deepeft
abhorrence; and the pope afferted, moft probably
with truth, that a linen which had been fan&ifi-
ed in the . neighbourhood of*his body, or the
filings of his chain, which.it was fometimes eafy
and fometimes impoffible to obtain, poffeffed an
equal degree of miraculous Virtue . But the
power as well as virtue of the apofties refided
with living energy in the breaft of their fuccef-
fors; and the chair of St. Peter was filled under
the reign of Maurice by the firlt and greateft of
. the name of Gregory {*. His grandfather Felix
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" had himfelf been pope, and as the bifhops were cm AP
already bound by the law of celibacy, his.con-  xiv.
fecration muft have been preceded by the death Birth and
of his wife. The parents of Gregory, Sylvm,gr‘::::"::
and'Gordnan, were the nobleft of the fenate and Roman,
the moft pious of the church of Rome; his female
relations were numbered among the faints and
virgins; and his own figure with thofe of his
father. and mother were reprel'ented near three
hundred years in a family portrait **, which he
offered to the monaftery of St. Andrew. The
delign and colouring of this picure -afford an
honourable teftimony, that the art.of painting
was cultivated by the Italians of the fixth centu-
ry; but the moft abject ideas mult be entertained
of their tafte and learning, fince the epiftles of
Gregory, his fermons, and his dialogues, are
the work of a man who was fecond in erudition
to none of his contemporaries *“: his birth and abi-
lities had raifed him to the office of prefe® of
the city, and he enjoyed the merit of renouncing

\the pomp and vanities of this world. His ample
patrimony was dedicated to the foundation of
feven monafteiies *, one in Rome **, and fix in

~Sicily; und it was the wifh of Gregory that he
might be unknown in this life, and glorious only
m the next. Yet his devotion, and it might be
fincere, purfued the path which would have been
chofen by a crafty and ambitious Rtatefman. The
talents of Gregory, and the fplendour which ac-
companied his retreat, rendered him dear and
ufeful to the church; and implicit obedience has

K3
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¢ 5 as, been ajways inculcated as the firk duty of z
XLy, monk. As foon as he had received the charac-
ter of deacon, Gregory was fent to refide at the
Byzantine court, the nuncio or minifter of the
apoftolic fee; and he boldly aflumed, in the name
of St, Peter, a tone of independent dignity,
which would have been crimina] and dangerous
in the moft illuftrious layman of the empire. He
returned to Rome with 3 juft encreafe of reputa-
tion, and after a fhort exercife of the monaftic
virtues, he was dragged from the cloyfter to the
papal throne, by the unanimous wvoice of the
clergy, the fenate, and the people. He alone:
refifted, or feemed to refift, his own elevation;
and his humble petition, that Maurice would be
pleafed to reject the chgice of the Romans, could
only ferve to exalt his charater in the eyes of
the emperor and the public. When the fatal
mandate was proclaimed, Gregory folicited the
aid of fome friendly merchants to convey him i
- 2 balket beyond the gates of Rome, and mo-
deftly concealed himfelf fome days among the
woods and mountams, till his retreat was difco-

vered, as it is faid, by a celeftial light,
pontificate of "1 he pontificate of Gregory the Great, which
g::g:’,“';:" lafted thirteen years fix months and ten days, is
rirg,  one of the moft edifying periods of the hiftory
A.D. 590, of the church. His virtues, and even his faults,
February 8-— A S . -
A.0. fog, 2 fingular mixture of fimplicity and cunning, of
- Macch 1z pride-and humility, of fenfe and fuperftition,
were happily fuited to hjs ftation and to the
temper of the times. In his pival, the patriarch

- /
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of Conftantinople, he condemned the Anti-chrif- ¢ u A P
tian title of univerfal bithop, which the fucceffor ' xrv.
of St. Peter was too haughty to concede, and
too feeble to affume; and the ecclefiaftical jurif-
di@ion of Gregory was confined to the triple His fpiritunt
charadter of bifhop of Rome, primate of Italy, °®e
and apoftle of the Weft. He frequently afcended
the pulpit, and kindled, by his rude though pa-
thetic eloquence, the congenial paffions of his
audience: the language of the Jewifh prophets .
was interpreted and applied, and the minds of
a people, deprefled by their prefent calamities,
were directed to the hopes and fears of the 1n.
vifible world. His precepts and example defined
the model of the Roman liturgy **; the diftribu-
tion of the parifhes, the calendar of feftivals, the
order of proceffions, the fervice of the priefts
and deacons, the variety and change of facer-
dotal garments. Till the laft days of his life,
he officiated in the canon of the mafs, which
continued above three hours; the Gregorian
chant ”* has preferved the vocal and inftrumental
mufic of the theatre, and the rough voices of
the Barbarians attempted to imitate the mclody
of the Roman fchool ”*. Experience had (hewn
him the efficacy of thefe folemn and pompeus
rites, to foothe the diftrefls, to confirm the faith,
to mitigate the fiercenefs, and to difpel the dark
enthufiafm of the vulgar, and he readily forgave
their tendency to promote the reign of priefthood
and fuperftition. The bithops of Italy and the
adjacent Hflands acknowledged the Roman ponuff

K4 '



".GHAP,

XLY,

136 THE DECLINE AND FALL

as their fpecial metropolitan. Even the exiftence,
the union, or the tran{lation of epifcopal feats,

+ was decided by his abfolute difcretion: and his

‘fuccefsful. inroads into the provinces of Greece,
of Spain, and of Gaul, might countenance the
more lofty pretenfions of fucceeding popes. He

- interpofed to prevent the abufes of popular elec-

tions; his jealous care maintained the purity of
faith and difcipline, and the apoftolic fhepherd
afliduoufly watched over the faith and difcipline
of the fubordinate paftors. Under his reign, the

* Arians of Italy and Spain were reconciled to the

Catholic church, and the conqueft of Britain
refle@s lefs glory on the name of Cwxfar, than
on that of Gregory the Firft. Inftead of fix le-
gions, forty monks were embarked for that dif-

tant ifland, and the pontiff lamented the auftere
duties which forbade him to partake the perils
of their fpiritual warfare. In lefs than two years
he could announce to the archbifhop of Alex:
andria, that they had baptifed the king of Kent
with ten thoufand of his Anglo-Saxons, and that
the Roman miffionaries, like thofe of the primi-
tive church, were armed only with {piritual and
fupernatural powers. The credulity or the pru-
deyce of Gregory was always difpofed to con-
firm the truths of religion by the evidence of
ghoils, miracles, and refurredions ™, and pofteri-
ty has paid to his memory the fame tribute,

which he freely granted to the virtue of his own
ar the preceding generation. The celeftjal ho-
nours have been liberally beflowed by the autherity
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of the popes, but Gregory i1s the lalt of their cr AP
own order whom they have prefumed to infcribe  xrLv.
i the calendar of famnts.

Their temporal power infenfibly arofe from and temporat
the calamities of the times: and the Roman goveramenti
bithops , who have deluged Europe and Afia
with blood , were compelled to reign as the
minifters of charity and peace. I The church i
" of Rome, as it has been formerly obferved, ’
was endowed with ample poffeffions in Italy,

Sicily , and the more diftant provinces ; and
her agents, who were commonly fubdeacons,
had acquired a civil, and even criminal, jurif-
di&ion over their tenants and hufbandmen. The nis eﬁnng
fucceffor of St. Peter adminiftered his patrimony,
with the temper of a vigilant and moderate land-
lord ”’; and the epiftles of Gregory are filled
with falutary inftructions to abftain from doubt-
ful or vexatious law-fuits; to preferve the inte-
guty of weights and meafures; to grant every
veafonable delay , and to reduce the capitation
of the flaves of the glebe, who purchafed the
right of marriage by the payment of an arbitrar}
fine *. The rent or the produce of thefe eftates
was tranfported to the mouth of the Tyber, at
the rifk and expence of the pope: m the ufe of
wealth, he acted like a faithful fteward of the
church and the poor, and liberally applied to
their wants, the incxhauftible refources of abfti-
pence and order. The voluminous account of his
receipts and difburfements was kept above three
hundred years in the Lateran, as the model of

-
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c Har. Chriftian ceconomy. On the four great feftivals,,

xiv. he divided their quarterly allowance to the
and alms. - clergy, to his domeftics, to the monafteries, the
churches, the places of burial; the alms-houfes
and the hofpitals of Rome, and the reft of the
diocefe. On the firft day of every month, he
diftributed to the poor, according to the feafon,
their ftated portion of corn, wine, cheefe, veget-
ables, oil, fifh, freth provifions, clothes, and
money ; and his treafurers were continually fum-
moned to fatisfy, -in his name, the extraordinary
demands of indigencé and merit. ‘The inftant
diftrefs of the fick and helplefs, of ftrangers and
pilgrims, was relieved by the bounty of each
gay, and of every hour; nor would the pontiff
indulge himfelf in a frugal repaft, til he had
fent the difhes from his own table to fome objeéts
deferving of hid compaffion. The mifery of the
. times had reduced the nobles and matrons of
Rome to accept, without a blufh, the benevo-
lence of the church: three thoufand virgins receiv-
ed their food and raiment from the hand of their
Benefadtor; and many bifhops of Italy efcaped
from the Barbarians to the hofpitable threfhold
of the Vatican. Gregory might juftly be ftyled
the Father of his Country; and fuch was the
extreme fenfibility of his confcience, that, for
the death of a beggar who had perifhed in the
ftreets, he interdited himfelf during feveral days
from the exercifé of facerdotal funcions. Il
The misfortunes of Rome involved the apoftoli-
cal paftor in the bufinefs of peace and war; and
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it might be doubtful to himfelf, whether piety
or ambition prompted him to fupply the place
of his abfent fovereign, Gregory awakened the
emperor from a long flumber, expofed the guilt
or incapacity of the exarch and his inferior
minifters , complained that the veterans were
withdrawn from Rome for the defence of Spoleto,
encouraged the Italiang to guard their cities and
altars; and condefcended, in the crifis of danger,
to name the tribunes, and to dire& the operations
of the provincial troops. But the martial fpirie
of the pope was checked by the fcruples of
humanity and religion: the impofition of tribute,
though it was employed in the'Italian war, he
freely condemned as odious and oppreffive ;
whillt he protected againft the Imperial edids,

the pious cowardice of the foldiers who deferted -

a military for a monaftic life. If we may credit
his own declardtions, it would have been eafy
for Gregory to exterminate the Lombards by
their domeftic facions, without leaving a king,
a duke, or a count, to fave that unfortunate
nation from the vengeance of their foes. As a
Chriftian bifhop, ‘he preferred the falutary oftices
of peace; his mediation appeafed the tumult of
arms; but he was too confcious of the arts of
the Greeks, and the paffions of the Lombards,
to engage his facred promife for the obfervance
of the truce. Difappointed in the hope of a
general and lafting treaty, he prefumed to fave
his country without the confent of the emperor
or the exarch. The fword of the engmy was

CHAPD
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c¢rar. fufpended over Rome; it was averted by the
xtv. mild eloquence and feafonable gifts of the pontiff,
The faviour - wwho commanded the refpe® of heretics and
CERome-  Barbarians. The merits of Gregary were treated
by the Byzantine court with reproach and infult;
but in the attachment of a grateTul people, he
found the pureft reward of a citizen, and the

beft right of a fovereign ”’.
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CHAP. XLVI,

Revolutions of Perfia after the Death of Chofroes or
Nushirvan.—His Son Hormousz, a Tyrant, is de-
pofed.—Ufurpation of Bahram.—Flight and Refto-
ration of Chofroes Il.—His Gratitude to the Romans.
wThe Chagan of the Avars.— Revolt -of the Army
againft Maurice.—His Death.— Tyranny of Phocas.—
Elevation of Heraclius.—The Perfian War.—Chefroes
Jubdues Syria, Egypt, and Afia Minor.—Sicge of
Confiantinople by the Perfians and Avars —Perfian
Expeditions.—Vicories and Triumph of Heraclius.

THE confli® of Rome and Perfia was pro- cmacv,
longed from the death of Craffus to the reign of xLvr,
Heraclius. An experience of feven hundred years Contef of
might convince the rival nations of the impofli- per.. "
bility of maintaining their conquefts beyond the

fatal limits of the Tigris and Euphrates. Yet the
emulation of Trajan and Julian was awakened

by the trophies of Alexander, and the fovereigns

of Perfia indulged the ambitious hope of reftor-

ing the empire of Cyrus *. Such extraordinary

efforts of power and. courage will always com.

mand the attention of pofterity ; but the events

by which the fate of nations is not materially
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changed, leave a faint impreflion on the page
of hiftory, and the patience of the reader would
be exhaufted by the repetition of the fame hofti-
lities , undertaken without caufe, profecuted
without glory, and terminated without effe&.
The arts of negociation, unknown to the fimple
greatnefs of the fenate and the Cefars, were affi-
duoufly cultivated by the Byzantine princes; and
the memorials of their perpetual embaffies * re-
peat, with the fame uniform prolixity, the lan-
guage of falfehood and declamation, the info-

lence of the Barbarians, and the fervile temper . -

of the tributary Greeks. Lamenting the barren
fuperfluity of materials, I have ftudied to com-
prefs the narrative of thefe uninterefting tranf-
actions: but the juft Nufhirvan is fill applauded
as.the model of Oriental kings , and the ambition
of his grandfon Chofroes prepared the revolution
of the Ealt, which was fpeedily accomplifhed
by the arms and the religion of the fycceflors
of Mahomet.

'In the ufelefs altercations, that precede and
juftify the quarrels of pringes, the Greeks and the
Barbarians accufed each other of violating the
peace ‘which had been concluded between the two
empires about four years before the death of
Juftinian. The fovereign of Perfia and Indiz
afpired to feduce under his obedience the pro-
vince of Yemen or .Arabia ’ Felix, the diftant
land of myrrh and frankincenfe ; which had efcaped,
rather than oppofed , the conquerors of the Eafts
‘After the defeat of Absahab under the walls of
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Mecca, the difcord of his fons and brothers gave ¢ u a P.
an eafy entrance to the Perfians: they chacedthe xevi. |
ftrangers of Abyflinia beyond the Red Sea; and
a native prince of the ancient Homerites was
reftored to the throne as. the vaffal or viceroy
of the great Nufhirvan *. But the nephew of
Juftinian declared his refolution to avenge the in-
juries of his.Chriftian ally the prince of Abyflinia,
as they fuggefted a decent pretence to difcontinue
the annual tribute, which was poorly difguifed
by the name of penfion. The churches of Perf-
armenia were oppreffed by the intolerant fpirit
of the Magi; they fecretly invoked the protector
of the Chriftians, and after the pious murder of
their fatraps, the rebels were avowed and fup-
ported as the brethren and fubjeés of the Roman
emperor. The complaints of Nufhirvan were
difregarded by the Byzantine court; Juftin yield-
ed to the importunities of the Turks, who offered -
an alliance againft the common enemy; and the
Perfian monarchy was threatened at the fame
inftant by the united forces of Europe, of Ethio-
pia, and of Scythia. At the age of fourfcore;
the fovereign of the Eaft would perhaps have
chofen the peaceful enjoyment of his glory and
greatnefs: but as foon as war became inevitable, His laft wac
he took the field with the alacrity of youth, whilft Jun, ™
the aggreflor trembled in the palace of ConﬂamA D. 572,
tinople. Nufhirvan, or Chofroes, conducted i in &

perfon the fiege of Dara; and akthough that im-

portant fortrefs had been left deftitute of troops

and magaziaes, the valour, of the inhabitants refifted
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above five months the archers, the elephants,
and the military engines of the great king. In
the mean while his general Adarman advanced -
from Babylon, travetfed the defert, gpaffed the
Eupbrates, infulted the fuburbs of Antioch, re-
duced to afhes the city of Apamea, and laid the
fpoils of Syria at the feet of his mafter, whole
perfeverance in the midft of winter -at lengt
fubverted the bulwark of “the Eaft. But thefe
loffes , which aftonifhed the provinces and the
court, produced a falutary effect in' the repent.
ance and ahdication of the emperor Juflin : a new
fpirit arofe in the Byzantine councils; and a truce
of three years was obtained by the prudence of
Tiberius, That feafonable interval was employed
in the preparations of war; and the voice of ru-
mour proclaimed to the world, that from the
diftant countries of the Alps and the Rhine, from
Scythia, Mzfia, Pannonia, lllyricum, and Ifau-
ria, the firength of the Impenal cavalry wasrein-
forced with one hundred and fifty thoufand fol-
diers. Yet the king of Perfia, without fear, or
without faith, refolved to preven't the attack of
the enemy : again pafled the Euphrates, and dif-
miffing the ambaffadors of Tiberius, arrogantly
commanded them to await his arnval at Cxfarea,
the metropolls of the Cappadocian provinces
The two armies encountered each other in the
battle of Melitene: the Barbarians, who darken- .
ed the air with a cloud of arrows, prolonged their
line, and extended their wings acrofs the plain;
while the Romans, in deep and folid bodies,

expe{t_ed/
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expected to prevail in clofer action, by the weight
of their fwords and lances. A Scythian chief,

who commanded their tight wing, fuddenly turn-
ed the flank of the enemy, attacked their rear-
guard in the prefence of Chofroes, penetrated to
the midit of the camp, pillaged the royal tent,
profaned the etetnal five , loaded a train of camels
with the fpoils of Afia, cut his way through the
Perfian hoft, and returned with fongs of vidory
to his friends, who had confumed the day infingle
combats or ineffeGtual (kirmifhes. The darknefs of
the ‘night, and the fsparation of the Romans,

‘afforded the Petfian monarch an opportunity of

revenge ; and one of their camps was {wept away
by a rapid and impetuous affault. But the review
of his lofs, and the confcioofnefs of his danger,
determmed Chofroes to a fpeedy retreat: he burnt,
in his paffage, the vacant town of Melitene; and,

without confulting the {afety of his troops, boldly
fwam the Euphrates on the back of an elephant.

After this unfuccefsful campaign, the want of
magazines, and perhaps fome inroad of the Turks,
obliged him to difband or divide his forces; the

Romans were left mafters of the field, and theit -

general Juftinian, advancing to the relief of the
Perfarmenian rebels, ereted his ftandard on the
banks of the Araxes. The great Pompey had
formerly halted within three days march of the
Cafplan *: that inland fea was explored, for the
firlt time, by an hoftile fleet *, and feventy thou-
fand captives were tranfplanted from Hyrcania to
the ifle- of Cyprus. On the seturn of fpring,
Vor. VIIL
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Juftinian defcended into the fertile plains of Affy-
ria, the flames of Wwar approached the refidence
of Nuﬂurvan, the indignant monarch funk into
the grave, and his laft edi&t reftrained his fuc-
ceflors from expofing their perfon in a battle
againlt the Romans. Yet the memory of this’
tranfient affront was loft in the glories of a long
reign ; and his formidable enemies, after indulg-
ing their dream of conqueft, again folicited a
ﬂxort refpite from the calamities of war ’

* The throne of Chofroes Nufhirvan was filled
by Hormouz, or Hormi{das, the eldeft or the
moft favoured of his fons. With the kingdoms
of Perfia apd India, he inherited the reputation
and example of his father, the fervice, in every
rank, of his wife and valiant officers, and a
general fyftem of adminiftration, harmonifed by
time and political wif{dom to promote the hap-
pinefs of the prince and people. But the royal
youth enjoyed a ftill more valuable blefling, the
friendfhip of a fage who had prefided over his
education, and who always preferred the honour
to the intereft of his pupil, his intereft to his
inclination. In a difpute with the Greek and
Indian philofophers, Buzurg® had once main-
tained, that the moft grievous misfortune of life
is old age without the remembrance of virtue;
and our candour will prefume that:the fame
principle compelled him, during three years, to
dire& the councils of the Perfian empire. His
zeal was rewarded by the gratitude and docility:
of Hormouz, who acknowledged himfelf more
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indebted to his preceptor than to his parent: but
.when age and labour had impaired the firength
and perhaps the faculties of this prudent coun-
fellor, he retired from court, and abandoned
the youthful monarch to his own paffions and
thofe of his favourites. By the fatal viciffitude
of human affairs, the fame fcenes were renewed
at Ctefiphon; which had been exhibited in
Rome after the death of Marcus Antoninps.
The minifters of flattery and corruption, who had
been banifhed by the father, were recalled and
cherifhed by the fon, the difgrace and exile of
the friends of Nufhirvan eftablifhed their tyranny;
and viftue was driven by degrees from the mind
of Hormouz ; from his palace ; and from the
government of the ftate. The faithful agents,
the eyes and ears of the king, informed him of
the progrefs of diforder, that the provincial
governors flew to theit prey with the fiercenefs
of lions and eagles, and that their rapine and
injuftice would teach thé moft loyal of his fub.
je&ts to abhor the name and authority of thei¢
fovereign. The fincerity of this advice was
punifhed with death, the murmurs of the eities
_were defpifed ; their tumults wer¢ quelled by
military execution; the intermediate powers be-
tween the thtone and the people were abolilhed ;
and the childifh vanity of Hotmouz, who affe@:
ed the daily ufe of the tiari;, was fond of de-
claring, that he alone would be the judge as
well is the mafter of his kingdom. In every
word, and in-every aéhon, the fon of Nulliirvan
L
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degenerated from the virtues of his father. His
avarice defrauded the troops; his jealous caprice
degraded the fatraps: the palace, the tribunals,
the waters of the Tigris, were ftained with the
blood of the innocent, and the tyrant exulted in
the fufferings and execution of thirteen thoufand
vicims. As the excufe of his cruelty , he fome-
times condefcended to obferve, that the, fears of
the Perfians would be produéive of hatred, and
that their hatred muft terminate in rebellion; but
he forgot that his own guilt and folly had in-
fpired the fentiments which he deplored, and
ptepared  the event which he fo juftly appre-

" hended. Exafperated by long and hoepelefs op-

preflion, the provinces of Babylon, Sufa, and
Carmania, ereéted the. ftandard of revolt; and
the princes of Arabia, India, and Scythia, re-
fufed the cuftomary tribute to® the unworthy
fucceflor of Nufhirvan. The arms of the Ro-
mans, in flow fieges and frequent inroads, afflict-
ed the frontiers of IMefopotamia and Affyria;
one of their generals profeffed himfelf the dif-
ciple of Scipio, and the foldiers were animated
by a miraculous image of Chrift, whole ‘mild
afpect fhould never have been d)fplayed in the
front of battle >. At the fame time, the eaftern
provinces of Perfia were invaded by the great
khan, who pafled the Oxus at the head of
three or four hundred thoufand Turks. The
imprudent Hormouz accepted their perfidious
and formidable aid; the cities of Khorafan or
Badtriana were commanded to epen their gates;
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the march of the Barbarians towards the moun- ¢ma e
tains of Hyrcania, revealed the correfpondence xyvi. -
of the Turkifh and. Roman arms; and their

union muft have fubverted the throne of the
houfe of Saffan.

Perfia had been loft by a king; it was faved prron °f
by an hero. After his revolt, Varanes ora.D.ssa.
Bahram is ftigmatifed by the fon of Hormouz
as an ungrateful flave: the proud and ambiguous
reproach of defpotifm, fince he was truly de-
fcended from the ancient princes of Rei ™, one
of the feven families whofe fplendid, as well as
fubftantial, prerogatives exalted them above the
heads of the Perfian nobility ™. At the fiege of
Dara, the valour of Bahram was fignalifed
under the eyes of Nufhirvan, and both the father
and fon fucceffively promoted him to the com.
mand -of armies, the government of Media, and
the fuperintendence of the palace. The popular
prediction . which marked him as the deliverer
of Perfia, might be infpired by his paft viGories
and extraordinary figure: the epithet Giubin is
expreflive of the quality of dry wood; he had the
Rrength and ftature of a giant, and his favage
countenance was fancifully compared to that of
a wild cat. While the nation trembled, while
Hormouz difguifed his terror by the name of
fufpicion, and his fervants concealed -their dif-
loyalty under the mafk of fear, Bahram alone
difplayed 'his undaunted courage and apparent
fidelity : and as foon as he found that no more
than twelve thoufand foldiers would follow him

L3
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againlt the enemy, he prudently declared, that
to this fatal number heaven had referved the
honours of'the trinmph. The ficep and narrow .
defcent of the Pule Rudbar ** aor Hyrcanian rock,
is the only pafs through which an army can
penetrate into the tersitory of Rei and the plains
of VMledia. From the commanding heights, a
band of refolute men might overwhelm with
ftones and darts the myriads of the Turkifh hoft:
their emperor and his fon were tranfpierced with -
arrows; and the fugitives were left, without
counfel or provifions, ta the revenge of an in.
jured people. The patriotifm of the Perfian
general was ftimulated by his affection for the
city of his forefathers; in the hour of vidtory
-every peafant became a foldier, and every fol
dier an hero; and their ardour was kindled
by the gorgeous fpectacle of beds, and thrones,
and tables of mafly gold, the fpoils of Afia,

£nd the luxury of the hoftile camp. A prince

of 2 lefs malignant temper could not eafily
have forgiven his benefadtor, and the fecret.
hatred of Hormouz was envenomed by a malici-
ous report, that Bahram had privately retained
the moft precious fruits of his Turkifh vi&ary.
But the approach of a Roman army.on the fide
of the Araxes compelled the implacable tyrant ta
{mile and to applaud; and the tails of :Bahram
were rewarded with the permiffion .ef encounter-
ing 3 new enemy, by their {kill and difcipline
more formidable than a Scythian multityde,
Elated by his recent fuccefs, he difpatched an
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herald with 2 bold defiance to the camp of the cH AP
Romans ; requefting them to fix a day of battle, xrvL
and to chufe whether they would pafs the river )
themfelves, or allow' a free paflage to the arms

of the great king. The lieutenant of the em-
peror Maurice preferred the fafer -alternative,
and this local circumftance, which would have . °
enhanced the victory of the Perfians, rendered
their defeat more bloody and their efcape more

- difficult. But the lofs of his fubje@s, and the

danger of his kingdom, were overbalanced in

‘the mind of Hormouz by the difgrace of his

perfonal enemy; and no fooner had Bahram col-
le&ed and reviewed his forces, than he received
from a royal meflenger the infulting gift of a
diftaff, -a fpinning-wheel, and a complete fuit
of female apparel. Obedient to the will of his
fovereign, he fhewed himfelf to the foldiers in
this unworthy difguife: they refented his igno-
miny and their own: 2 fhout of rebellion ran
through the ranks, and the generat accepted
their oath of fidelity and vows of revenge. A
fecond meflenger, who had been commanded to
bring. the -rebel in chains, was trampled under
the feet of an elephant, and manifeftos. were His rebels
diligently  circulated, exhorting the. Perfians to "™
aflert their freedom againft an odious and cone
temptible: tyrant. The defection was rapid and
univerfal : his loyal flaves were facrificed to the

public fury ; the troops deferted to the ftandard

of Bahram; and the provinces again fa}utcd the

- Lg
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‘As .the paffes. were faithfully guarded, Hor:
mouz could only  compute the number of his
enemies by the teftimony. of a guilty confcience,
and the daily defection of thofe who, in .the
hour of his diftrefs, avenged their wrongs, or
forgot their obligations. He proudly difplayed
the enfigns of royalty; but the city and palace
of Modain had already efcaped from the hand
of the tyrant. Among the vi@ims of his cruelty,
Bindoes, a Saffanian prince, had been caft into
a dungeon: his fetters were broken by the zeal
and courage of a brother; and he ftood before
the king &t the head of thofe trufty guards,
who had 'been chofen as the’minifters of his
confinement, and perhaps of his death. Alarmed
by the hafty intrufion and bold reproaches of
the captive, Hormouz looked round, but in

vain, for advice. or affiftance; difcovered that.

his ftrength confifted in the obedience -of others,

~

and . patiently yielded to the fingle arm of .

Bindoes:, who dragged him from the .throne to
the fame dungeon .in which he himfelf had been
{o lately confined. At.the firft tumult, Chofroes,

the city; he was perfuaded to retnrn- by the
prefling and friendly invitation of Bindoé¢s, who
promifed to feat him ‘on his father’s throne , .and
who expe&ted to reign under the name of an
inexperienced youth. In .the juft affuraice, that
his accomplices could neither forgive mor hope
to be forgiven, and:that every Perfian might
be trufted as the judge and enemy of the tyrant,
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he inftituted a public trial without a precedent
and without a copy in the annals of the Eaft.
The fon of Nufhirvan, who had requefied to
plead in his own defence was introduced as a
criminal into the full affembly of the nobles and
fatraps *'. He was heard with decent attention
as long as he expatiated on the advantages of
order and obedience, the danger of innovation,
and the inevitable difcord of thofe who had
. encouraged each other to trample on their lawful
and hereditary fovereign. By a pathetic appeal
to their humanity, he extorted that pity which
is feldom refufed to the fallen fortunes of a king;
and while they beheld the abje@ pofture and
‘fqualid appearance of the prifoner, his tears, his
chains, and the marks of ignominious firipes, it
“was lmpoﬁible to forget how recently they had
-adored the "divine fplendour of his diadem and
purple. But an angry murmur arofe in the
affembly as foon as he prefumed to vindicate
his conduc, and to applaud the victories of his
reign. He defined the duties of a king, and the
Perfian nobles liftened with a fmile .of contempt;
they were fired with indignation when he dared
to vilify the charader of Chofroes; and by the
indifcreet- offer of refigning the  fceptre to the
fecond. of his fons, he fubfcribed his own con-
demnation, and'facrificed the life of his innocent
favourite. The mangled bodies of the boy and
his mother were.expofed to the peeple; the
eyes of Hormouz were pierced with a‘hot needle;
. and the punifbment of the father was fucceeded

;-
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by the coronation of his eldeft ‘fon. Chofroes
had afcended the throne without guilt, and his
piety ftrove to alleviate the mifery of the abdi-
cated monarch ; from the dupgeon he removed
Hormouz to an apartment of the palace, fupplied
with liberality the confolations of fenfual enjoy-
ment, and patiently endured the furious fallies of
his refentment and defpair. He might defpife the
refentment of a blind and unpopular tyrant, but
the tiara was trembling on his head, till he
could fubvert the power, or acquire the friend-
thip, of the great Bahram, who fternly denied
the juftice of a revolution, in which himfelf and
his foldiers, the true reprefentatives of Perfia,
had never been confulted. The offer of a general
amnefty, and of the fecond rank in his kingdom,

‘'was anfwered by an epiftle from Bahram friend

of the gods, conqueror of men, and enemy of *
tyrants , the fatrap of fatraps, general of the
Perfian armies, and a prince adorned with the
title of eleven virtues **. He commands Chofroes.,
the fon of Hormouz, to fhun the example and
fate of his father, to confine the traitors who
had been releafed from their.chains, to depofit
in fome holy place the diadem which he. had
ufurped, and. to accept from .his gracious bene-
factor the pardon of his faults and the goverament
of a province. The rebel might not. be.proud,

" and the king moft affuredly was not humble;

but the one was conicious of his firength, the
other was fenfible of- his weaknefs; and even the
#odeft language of his reply-ftill left room for .
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treaty’'and reconciliation: Chofroes led into the ¢ ma P
field the flaves of the palace and the populace of xLvr
the capital: they beheld with terror: the banners

of a veteran army; they were encompafled and
furprifed by the evolutions of the general; and

the fatraps who had depofed Hormouz, received

the punifhment of their revolt, or expiated theis

firlt treafon by a fecond and more criminal a&t

of difloyalty. The life and liberty of Chofroes

were faved, but he was reduced to the neceffity

of imploring- aid or refuge in fome foreign land;

and the implacable Bindoes, anxious to fecure

an' unqueftionable title, haftily returned to the Death of
palace , and ended, Wlth a bow-ftring , the ;‘_“l;"“::o':
wretched exiftence of the {fon of Nufhirvan *

While Chofroes difpatched the preparations of Chofroes flics
his retreat, he deliberated with his remammg ::a:’:' Bo<
friends **, whether he fhould lurk in the vallies
of Mount Caucafus, or fly to the tents of the’
Turks, or folicit the protection of the emperor.
The long emulation of the fucceffors of Arta-
xerxes and Conftantine encreafed his relu&ance
to appear as a fuppliant in a rival court; but he
weighed the forces of the Romans, and prudently
confidered , that the neighbourhood of Syria
would render his efcape more eafy and their
fuccours more effectual. Attended only by his
concubines, and a troop of.thirty guards, he
fecretly departed from the capital, followed the
- banks of the Euphrates, traverfed the defert,
and halted at the diftance of ten miles from
Circefium. About the third watch of the night,
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the Roman prefe@ was informed of his approach,
and he introduced the royal firanger to the
fortrefs at the dawn of day. From thence the
king of Perfia was_conducted to the more
honourable' refidence of Hierapolis ; and Maurice
diffembled his pride, and difplayed his benevo-
lence , at the' reception of ‘the letters - and
ambaffadors of the grandfon of Nufhirvan. They
humbly reprefented the viciffitudes of fortune
and the common intereft of princes, exaggerated
the ingratitude of Bahram the agent of the evil

principle., and urged, with fpecious argument,

that it was for the advantage of the Romans
themfclves to fupport the two monarthies which
balance the world, the two great luminaries by
whofe falutary  influence it is wvivified and

"adorned. . The anxiety of Chofroes was foon

relieved by the affurance, that the emperor had
efpoufed the caufe of juftice and royalty; but
Maurice prudently declined the expence ‘and
delay of his uleles vifit to Cenftantinople. In
the name of his generous benefattor , a rich
diadem was prefented to the fugitive prince with
an ineftimable gift of jewels and gold; a power:
ful army was affembled on the frontiers of Syria
and Armenia, under the command of the valiant
and faithful, Narfes *’, and this general, of his
own nation, and his own choice, was directed
to pafs the Tigris, and never to fheath his {fword
till: he had: reftared Chofroes to the throné of
his anceftors. The enterprife, however fplendid,
was lefs arduous than it might appear. Perfia
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had already repented of her fatal rathnefs, which cmar.
betrayed the heir of the houfe of Saﬂ'an to the xiva.
ambition of a rebellious fubje®; and the bold His retur,
refufal of the Magi to confecrate his ufurpation,
compelled Bahram to affume the fceptre, regard-

lefs of the laws and prejudices of the nation.

The palace was foon diftraed with confpiracy,

the city with tumult, the provinces with infur-
rection; and the cruel execution of the guilty

and the fufpected, ferved to irritate rather than
fubdue the public difcontent. No fooner did the
grandfon of Nufhirvan difplay his own and the o
Roman banners beyond the Tigris, than he was * -~ - -
joined, each day, by the encreafling multitudes

of the nobility and people; and as he advanced,

he received from every fide the grateful offetings

of the keys of his cities and the heads of his
enemies. As foon as Modain was freed from the
prefence of the ufurper, the loyal inhabitants
obeyed the firft fummons of Mebodes at the

head of only two thoufand horfe , and Chofroes
accepted the facred and precious ornaments of

the palace as the pledge of their truth and a
prefage of his approaching fuccefs. After the
junéion of the Imperial troops, which Bahram

vainly ftruggled to prevent, the conteft was
decided by two battles on the banks of the Zab,

and the confines of IVkedia. The Romans, with aad @inal
the faithful fubje@s of Perfia, amounted to fixty vi#ors-
thoufand, while the whole force of the ufurper -

did not exceed forty thoufand men: the two
generals fignalifed their valour and ability, but
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the viGory was finally détermined by the préva-
lence of numbers and difcipline.  With the
remnant of a broken army, Bahram fled towards

“the eaftern provinces of the Oxus: the énmity of

Perfia reconciled him to the Turks; but his
days_were {hortened by poifon, perhaps the moft
incurable of poifons; the ftings of remorfe and
defpair, and the bitter remembrance of loft glory:
Yet the modern Perfians ftill commemorate the
exploits of Bahram ; and fome excellent laws
have prolonged the duration of his troubled and
tranfitory reign.

The reftoration of Chofroes was celebrated
with feafts and executions; and the mufic of the
royal banquet was often diftutbed by the groans
of dying or mutilated criminals. A general par-
don might have diffufed comfort and tranquillity
through a country which had been fhaken by
the late revolutions; yet, before the fanguinary
temper of Chofroes is blamed , we fhould leatn
whether the Perfians had not been accuftomed
either to dread the rigour, or to defpife the
weaknefs, of their fovereign: The revolt of
Bahram, and the confpiracy of the fatraps, were
lmparually punifhed by the revenge or juftice of
the conqueror ; the merits of Bindoes "himfelf
could not purify his hand from the guilt of
royal blood; and the fon of Hormouz was
defirous to affert his own innocence and to vii-
dicate the fancity of kings. Dufing the vigout
of the Roman power, feveral princes wete feated
on the throne of Perfia by the arms and the

~
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authority of the firk Cafars. But their new
fubje@s were foon difgufted -with the vices or
virtues which they had imbibed in a foreign
land; the inftability of their dominion gave birth
to a vulgar obfervation, that the choice of
Rome was folicited and rejected with equal ardour
by the capricious levity of Oriental flaves **
But the glory of Maurice was confpicuous in the
long and fortunate reign of his fon and his ally.
A band of a thoufand Romans, who continued
to guard the perfon of Chofroes, proclaimed his
confidence in the fidelity of the firangers; his
growing ftrength enabled him to difmifs this
uopopular aid, but he fteadily profefled the fame
gratitude and reverence to his adopted. father;
and till the death.of Maurice, the peace and
alliance of the two empires were faithfully main-

tained. . Yet the mercenary friendfhip of the~

Roman prince had been purchafed with coftly
and important gifts ; the ftrong cities of Martyro-
polis and Dara were reftored, and the Perfar-
menians became the willing fubjects of an empire,
whofe eaftern limit was extended, beyond the
example of former times, as far as the banks of
“the Araxes and the neighbourhood of the Cafpian.
A pious hope was indulged, that the church as well
as the ftate might triumph in this revolution : but if
Chofroes had fincerely liftened to the Chriftian
bifhops, the impreffion was erazed by the zeal
and eloquence of the Magi: if he was armed
with philofophic indifference , he accommodated
his belief, or rather his profeﬂions to the various
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circumftances of an exile and a fovereign. The
imbginary converfidn of the king of Perfia was
reduced to a local and fuperftitious veneration
for Sergius **, one of the faints of Antioch,
who heard his prayers and appeared to him in
dreams ; he enriched the fhrine with offerings of
gold and filver, and afcribed to this invifible
patron the fuccefs of his arms, and the pregnancy
of Sira, a devout Chriftian and the beft beloved
of his wives **. The beauty of Sira, or Schirin ”
her wit , her muﬁcal talents, are fhll famous int
the hiftory or rather in the romances of the
Eaft: her own name.is expreffive, in the Petfian
tongue, of fweetnefs and grace; and the epithet
of Parviz alludes to the charms of her royal
lover. Yet Sira never fhared the paffion which
fhe infpired, and the blifs of Chofroes was tor-
tured by a jealous doubt, that while he poffeffed
her perfon, fhe had beftowed her aﬂc&lons on a
meaner favourite **

While the majefty of the Roman name was
revived in the Eaft, the profpe@ of Europeis
lefs pleafling and lefs glonous By the departure
of the Lombards, and the ruin of the Gepidz,
the balance of power was deftroyed on the Da.
nube; and the Avars fpread their permanent
dominion from the foot of the Alps to the fea-
coaft of the Euxine. The reign of Baian is the
brighteft wmra of their monarchy ; their chagan,
who oceupied the ruftic palace of Attila, appears
to have imitated his character and policy *’ ; but
as the fame fcenes were repeated m a fmalle(

circle, -
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circle , 2 minute reprefentation of the copy
would be devoid of the greatnefs and novelty of
the original. The pride of the fecond Juftin,
" of Tiberius, and Maurice, was humbled by a
proud -Barbarian, more prompt to infli&, than
expofed to fuffer, the injuries of war; and as
often as Afia was threatened by the Perfian
arms, Europe was opprefled by the dangerous
inroads , or coftly friendfhip, of the Avars
‘When the Roman envoys approached the prefence
of the chagan, they were commanded to wait at
the door of his tent, till, at the end perhaps of
ten or twelve days, he condefcended to admit
them. If the fubftance or the ftyle of their
meflage was offenfive to his ear, he infulted,
with real or affected fury, their own dignity,
and that of their prince; their baggage was
plundered, and their lives- were'only faved by
"the promife of a richer prefent and a more
refpecful " addrefs. But his facred ambaffadors
enjoyed and abufed an unbounded licence in the
midlt of Conftantinople: they urged, with im-
portunate clamours, the -increafe of tribute, or
the reftitution of captives and deferters; and the
majefty of the empire was alnoft equally. degrad-
ed by a bafe compliance, or by the falfe and
fearful excufes , with which they eluded fuch
infolent demands. ‘The chagan bhad never feen an
elephant; and his curiofity was excited by the:
firange, and perhaps fabulous , portrait of that
wonderful animal. At his command. one of the
largeft elephants of the Imperial ftables was
Vor. VIIL
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equipped with ftately caparifons, and conduéted
by a numerous train to the royal village in the
plains of Hungary. He furveyed the enormons
beaft with furprife, with difguft, and poffibly
with terror; and fmiled at the vain induftry . of
the Romans, who, in fearch of fuch ufelefs
rarities, could explore the limits of the land and
fea. He wiihed, at the expence of the emperor,
to repofe in" a golden bed. The wealth of
Conftantinople, and the {kilful diligence of her
artifts , were inftantly devoted to the gratification
of his caprice; but when the work was finifhed ,

he rejeed with fcorn a prefent fo unworthy the
majefty of a great king **. Thefe were the
cafual fallies of his pride, but the avarice of the
chagan was a more fteady and tracable paffion :

- a rich and regular fupply of filk apparel, furni-

ture, and platey introduced the rudiments of art
and luxury among the tents of the Scythians;
their appetite was ftimulated by the pepper and
tinnamon of India **; the annual fubfidy or tri-
bute was raifed from fourfcore to one hundred
and twenty thoufand pieces of gold; and after
each hoftile interruption , the payment of the
arrears, with exorbitant intereft, was always
made the firft condition of the new treaty. In

_ the language of a Barbarian, without guile, the

prince of the Avars affe@ed to complain of the
infincerity of the Greeks **, yet he was not in-
ferior to the moft civilized nations in the refine-
ments of diffimulation and perfidy. As the fuc-
ceflor of the Lombards, the chagan afferted his
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claim to the important city of Su‘mmm , the
_ancient bulwark of the lilyrian provinces *”. The
plains of the Lower Hungary were covered ‘with
the Avar horfe; and a fleet of large boats was
built in the Hercynian wood, to defcend the
Danube, and to tranfport into the. Save the ma-

terials of a bridge. But as the ftrong garrifon of
Singidunum, which commanded - the conflux of.
the two rivers , might have fRopped their paffage
and baffled his defigns, he difpelled their appre-,

henfions by a folemn oath , that.his views were

not hoftile to the empire. He fwore by his fword,

the fymbol of the god of war, that he did not
- as the enemy of Romey; conftru& a bridge upon
the Save. «If I violate my oath, ” pusfued. the,
-intrepid Baian, © may I myfelf, and the laft of
“ my nation, perifh by the fword! may the
« heavens, and fire, the deity of the heavens, fall
“ upon our heads! may the forefts and moun-
“ tains bury us in their ruins! and the Save
« returning; againft the laws of nature,: to. his
« fource, overwhelin us in his angry. watcrs' ”,
After this barbarous imprecation ,. he calmly
enquired, what oath was moft facred and vene-
table among the Chriftians, what guilt of perjury
it was moft dangerous to incur. The bifhop of
Singidunum prefented the gofpel , which the.
chagan received with devout reverence. I fwear,
faid he, “ by the God who has fpoken in this
“ holy book, that I have neither falfehood on
- “ my tongue nor treachery in my heart. As

foon as he rofe from his knees, he, accelerated
\ M 2

CHAP,.

XLVI.



CHAP

XLVI.

164 THEDECLINE AND FALL-

" the labour of the.bridge » and difpatched an envoy-

- to proclaim what he no longer wifhed to con-

ceal. « Inform the emperor, ” faid the perfidious
Baian, “ that Sirmium is invefted on every: fide,
“ Advife his prudence t6 withdraw the citizens:
« and their effe@ts, and to refign a city avhich it
¢ is now impoffible to relieve or defend. ” With«
out the hope of relief, the defence of Sirmium

" was prolonged above three years: the walls were

ftill untouched ; but famine was inclofed within
the walls, till a merciful capitulation allowed the
efcape of the naked and hungry inhabitants.
Singidunum, at the diftance of fifty miles, ex-
perienced a more cruel fate: the buildings were
razed, and the vanquifhed people was condemned
to fervxtude and exile. Yet the ruins of Sirmium -
are no longer vifible; the advantageous fituation
of Singidunum foon attrated a new colony of
Sclavonians , and the conflux of the Save and
Danube is ftill guarded by the fortifications of -
Belgrade , or the White City, fo often and fo
obftinately difputed by the Chriftian *and
Turkifh arms **. From Belgrade to the walls
of Conftantinople a liné may be meafured of
fix hundred milds: that line was marked with
flames and with blood ; the horfes of the Avars
were alternately bathed in the Euxine and the
Adriatic ; and the Roman pontlﬂ’ alarmcd by the
approach of a more favage enemy **, was reduced
to cherifh the Lombards as the protectors ofItaly.
The defpair of a captive, whom his country

- zefufed to ranfom , difclofed to the Avars the,
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invention and practice of military engines '*, but
in the firt attempts, they were rudely framcd

and awkwardly managed; and the refiftance of
Diocletianopolis and Berza), of Philippopolis and
Adrianople, foon exhaufted the (kill and patience
of the beliegers. The warfare of Baian was that
* of a Tartar, yet- his mind was fufceptible of a
humare and generous fentiment: he f{pared
Anchialus, whofe falutary waters had reftored
the health of the beft beloved of his wives; and
the Ramans confefs, that their ftarving army
was fed and difmiffed by the liberality of a foe.

His empire extended over Hungary , Poland , and

Pruffia, from the mouth of the Danube to that
of the Oder **; and his new fubje&@s were divided
and tranfplanted by the jealous policy of the
conqueror '*.  The eaftern regions of Germany.,
which had been left vacant by the emigration of
the Vandals, were replenifhed with Sclavonian
colonifts; the fame tribes are difcovered in the
neighbourhood of the Adriatic and of the Baltic,
and with the name of Baian himfelf, .the lllyrian
cities of Neyfs and Liffa are again found in the
heart of Silefia. In the difpofition. both of his
troops and provinces, the chagan expofed the
vaffals,” whofe lives he difregarded **,- to the firft
affault; and the fwords of the enemy were blunted
before they encountered the native valour of
the Avars. <
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~ The Perfian alliance reftored the troops of the Wars of
Eaft to the defence of Europe ; and Maurice , Mavrice

again{t che

who had fupported ten years the infolence of the Avars,

M3
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chagan , deelared his refotution to march in perfon
againft’ the Barbarians. “ Fa the fpace of two cen-

'tuncs , none of the fucceffors of Theodofius ‘had

appeated in'the' field, their lives were fupinely
‘fpent in' the ‘palace of Conftantinople ; and the
“‘Grecks could no longer underftand, that the
name of emperor', in its primitive fenfe denoted
‘the chief of the armies of theé tepublic. The martial
‘ardour- of Maurice was oppofed by the grave
'ﬁattery “6f thé fenate, ‘the timid fuperftition of
‘the ° patmﬁfch “and the - tears' of the ‘emprefs
Conftantina ; and they all conjured him to devolve
on fomie meaner: ‘general the fatigues and perils
of a Scythian campaign. Deaf to their advice and
entreaty ; ‘the emperor boldly advanced ** feven
miles from 'thé capltal the facred enfign of the
crofs was difplayed in the’ front, and Maurice
reviewed, 'with confcious pride , the afms and
numbers “of tHé veterans who had-fought and
conquered bcyond the Tigris: - Anchialus was
the laft term of his progrefs by fea and land ; he
Tolicited ; “withbut ‘ficcels , a miraculous anfwei'
to his nb&m‘hal prayers; his mind was confounded
by the ‘death’of 4 favourite horfe, the encounter
of a wild boar, a ftorm of wind and rain, and
the birth of a'monftrous child; and he forgot that
the ‘beft of omens is, to unfheath our fword in
_the defence of our country *. Under the pretence
“of receiving the ambaﬂ'adore of Perfia, the
emperor retured to Cenftantinople, cxchanged

- the thoughts of war. for thofé of devotion, and

difappointed the public hope by’ his abfence and
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the choice of kiis licutenants. The blind pamahty
of fraternal love might -excufe the promotion of
his brother Peter, who fled with equal difgrace -

C HAP.
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from the Barbarians , from his ‘own foldiers, and *

from the inhabitants of a Roman city. That city,
if we may credit the reffemblance of name and
chara&er, was the famous Azimuntium **, which
had alone repelled the tempeft of Attila. The
example of her warlike youth was propagated to
fucceeding generations; and they obtained, from
the firft or -the fecond Juftin, an honourable
privilege, that their valour fhould be always
" referved for the defence of their native country.
The brother of Maurice attempted to violate this
privilege, and to mingle'a patriot band ‘with the

mercenaries of his camp ; they retired to the church, -

he was not awed by the fanity of the place; the
people rofe in their caufe, the gates were fhut,

the ramparts were manned ; and the cowardice of
Peter was found equal to his arrogance and injuftice.
"The military fame of Commentiolus *” is the
obje& of fatire- or comedy rather than of. ferious
hiftory., fince he was even deficient in the vile
and vulgar qualification of perfonal courage.

His folemn councils , ftrange evolutions, and
fecret orders, always fupplied an apology for
flight or delay. If he marched againft the enemy ,
the pleafant vallies of mount Hemus oppoféd an
infuperable barrier; but in his retreat, he explor-
ed, with fearlefs cunoﬁty, the moft difficult and
obfolete paths, which had almoft efcaped thé
memory of the oldeft mative. Tthonly blood

4
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which he loft was drawn, in.a real or affe@ed
malady ,. by the lancet of a furgeon; and his-
health, which felt with exquifite {enfibility the -

. approach of the Barbarians , was umformly reftored -

by the repofe and fafety of the winter feafon. A
prince  who could promote and fupport this?
unworthy favourite muft derive no glory from
the accidental merit of his colleague Prifcus *.
In five fucceflive battles, which feem to have'
been condutted with [kill and refolution, feven--
teen thoufand two hundred Barbarians were made
prifoners : near fixty thoufand, with four fons of
the chagan , were flain : the Roman general furprif-
ed a peaceful diftri¢t of the Gepide, who f{lept -
under the protecion of the Avars; and his laff
trophies were ere@ted an the banks of the Danube

‘and the Teyfs. Since the death of Trajan, the

arms of the empire had not penetrated fo deeply
into the old Dacia: yet the fuccefs of Prifcus was
tranfient and barren ; and he was foon recalled ,
by the apprehenfion, that Baian, with dauntlefs
fpirit and recruited forces, was preparing to
avenge hns defeat undgr the walls of Conﬂ;antk
nople *’. \

The theory of war was not more famlhar to
the camps of Cafar and Trajan than to thofe of
Juftinian and Maurice *°, The iron of Tufcany.
or Pontus ftill received the keeneft temper from .
the kil of the Byzantine workmen. The maga«
zines were plentifully ftored with every fpecies of
offenfive and defenfive arms. In the conftruction
and ufe of thips, engines, and fortifications, the

- . L]
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Barbarians admired the fuperior ingenuity of 3
people whom they fo often vanquifhed in the
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field. The {cience of tacics, the order, evolu. .

tions, and &ratagems of antiquity, was tranfcribed
and ftudied in the books of . the Greeks and
Romans. But the folitude. or degeneracy of the

provinces could no longer fupply a race of men.

to handle thofe weapons, to guard thofe walls,
to navigate thofe fhips, and to reduce the theory

of war into bold and fuccefsful practice. Thé’

genius of Belifarius and Narfes had been formed
without a mafter, and expired without a difciple.
Neither ‘honour, nor patriotifm , nor generous
fuperltition, could animate the lifelefs bodies of
flaves and ftrangers, who had fucceeded to the
honours of the legions; it was ip,the camp alone
that the emperor (hould have exercifed a defpotic
command ; it was only in the camps that his
authority was difobeyed and infulted : he appcafed
and inflamed with gold the licentioufnefs of the
troops ; but their vices were inherent , their
victorjes were accidental , and their coftly main-
. tenance exhaufted the fubftance of a ftate which
they were unable to defend. After a long and
pernictous indulgence, the cure of this inveterate
evil was undertaken by IMaurice: but the rafh
attempt, which drew deftruéion on his own
head, tended only to aggravate the difeale. A
reformer (hould be exempt from the fufpicion of
intereft, and he muft poffefs the confidence and
efleem of thofe whom he propofes to reclain.
The troops of Maurice might lifien to the volog
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of a vidorious ‘leader ; they difdained the ad-
monitions ‘of fatefmen ‘and' fophifts, and when
they received an edi® which deducted from their
pay the price of ‘their ‘arms and clothing, ‘they
execrated the avarice of a prince infenfible of the
dangers and fatigues from which he had efcaped.
The camps both of Afia and Hurope were agitated
with frequent and furious feditions **; the enraged
foldiers of Ede{fa:purfued, with reproaches, with
threats,” with wounds, their ‘trembling generals :

they overturned the ftatues of the emperor, caft
ftones agaiit the miraculous image of Chrift, and
either rejected the yoke of all civil and military
laws , or inftituted a dangerous model of vo-
luntary fubordination. The monarch , always
diftant and often deceived , was mcapable of
yxeldmg or perfifting according to the exigence
of the momeént. But the fear of a general revolt
induced him-too readily to accept any act of
wvalour , or ary :expreffion of Ioyalty , as an atone-
ment for the popular offence; the new. reform
was abolifhed as haftily as it had been announced,

and the troops, inftead of pum[hment and reftraint,
were agreeably furpnfed by ‘a’ gracious proclama+
tion of immunities and rewards. But thé foldiers
accepted without gratitude the tardy and re.
lu@ant gifts of the emperor; their infolence was
elated by the difcovery of his weaknefs and their
own firength; and their mutual hatred was in«
flamed beyond the defire of forgivenefs or the
hope of reconciliation. The hiftorians of the
times adopt- the vulgar fufpicion , that Maurice
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confpired to 'deftroy the troops whom he had ¢'w a'e!
laboured to reform; the mifcondu and favour of xwLvI.
Commentiolus are imputed to this maleévolent

defign; and every age muft condemn the inhu-

manity or avarice ** of ‘a prince , who, by the .,
trifling ranfom of fix thoufand pieces of gold,

might have prevented the maflacre of twelve
thoufand prifoners in the hands of the chagan:

In the juft fervour of indignation, an order was and rebel~
fignified to the army of the Danube, that they '™
lhould fpare the magazines of the province , and

eftablifh their winter - quarters in the hoftile
country of the Avars. The meafure of their
grievances’ was full: they pronounced Maurice
unworthy te reign, expelled or flaughtered his

faithful adherents, and,under the command of
Phocas, a fimple centurion, returned by hafty
marches to the nelghbourhood of Conftantinople.

After a long feries of legal fucceflion , the Eletion of
mlhtary diforders of the third century were,, ";“"o,'
again revived ; yet fuch was the novélty of the Oaober.
enterprife, that the infurgents were awed by their.
own rafhnefs. They hefitated to inveft their
favourite with the vacant purple, and while they
rejected all treaty with Maurice himfelf, they
held a friendly correfpondence with lns fon
Theodofius, and with Germanus the father- in.
law of the royal yonth. So obfcure had been
the former condition of Phocas, that the emperot
was ignorant of thé name and charaer of .his
rival: but as foon as he learned , that the cen: :
surion , though bold in fedition, was. timid in
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the face of danger, « Alas!” cried the defpond-
ing prince, “ if he isa coward he will furely be
“ a murderer. .

. Yet if Conftantinople had been firm and faithe
ful, the murderer might have {pent his fury
againft. the walls ; and the rebel army would
have been gradually confumed or reconciled by
the prudence of the emperor. In the games of
the circus , which ‘he repeated with woufual
pomp , Maurice difguifed with fmiles of con-

: ﬁdence the anxiety of his heart, condefcended to

folicit the applavfe of the fadions, and flattered
their pride by accepting from their refpetive
tribunes a lift of nine hundred biues and fifteen

~ hundred grecns , whom he affected to eftcem as

" thte folid pillars of his throne. Their treacherous

or languid fupport betrayed his weaknefs and
haftened his fall; the green faction: were the
fecret -accomplices of the rebels, and the blues
recommended lenity and. moderation in a conteft
with -their Roman brethren. The rigid and
parfimonious virtues of Maurice had long fince
alienated the hearts of his fubje@s: as he walked
barefoot in a religious proceffion, he' was rudely
affaulted with ftones , and his guvards were-
gompelled to - prefert their iron maces in the
defence of his perfon. A fanatic monk ran throngh-
the ftreets with a drawn fword , denouncing

‘againft hint the wrath and, the fentencc of God ,
#nd ‘a vile plebeian; who reprefented his coun-

tenance and apparel , was feated on an afs, and.
purfued by the umprecations of the multitude *
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The emperor fufpe@ed the popularity of Ger-
manus with the foldiers and citizens ; he feared,
he threatened , but he delayed to ftrike; the
patrician fled to the fanctuary of the church;. the
people rofe in his defence, the walls were deferted
by the guards, and the lawlefs city was abandon.
ed to the flames and rapine of a noturnal tumult.
In a fmall bark, the unfortunate Maurice , with
his wife and nine children, efcaped to the Afiatic
fhore, but the violence of the wind compelled
him to land at the church of St. Autonomus **
near Chalcedon , from whence he difpatched
Theodofius , his eldeft fon, ta implore the gra
titude and friendfhip of the Perfian monarch. For
himfelf, he refufed to fly: his body was tortured
with {ciatic pains **, his mind was enfeebled by
fuperftition; he patiently awaited the event of
the revolution , and addreffed a fervent and
public prayer to the Almighty, that the punifh.
ment of his fins might be inflited in this world,
rather than in a future life. After the abdication
of Maurice, the two factions difputed the choice
of an emperor ; but the favourite of the blues
was rejected by the jealoufy of their antagonifts,
and Germanus hiinfelf was hurried along by the
crowds, who rufhed to the palace of Hebdomon 4
feven miles from the city, to adore the majelty
of Phocas the centurion. A modelt with of
refigning the purple to the rank and. merit of
Germanus was oppofed by his refolution, morg
obftinate and equally fincere ! the fepate and:

slergy ebeyed his fummons, and as foon as the

XLVk
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patriarch was affured of his orthodox belief, he
confecrated the fuccefsful ufurper in the church
of St. John the Baptift. On the third day,
amidft the acclamations of a thoughtlefs people,
Phocas made his public entry in a chariot drawn

'by four white horfes : the revolt of the troops

was rewarded by a lavifh donative , . and the new
fovereign, after vifiting the palace, beheld from
his throne the games of the hippodrome. In a
difpute of precedency between the two factions,

“his partial -judgment inclined in favour of the

greens.: © Remember that Maurice is ftill alive,’
refounded from the oppofite fide; and the in-
difcreet clamour of the blues admonilhed and

“ftimulated the cruelty of the tyrant. The mi-

Death of
Maurice and
his children ,
A. D. 602,
Nov. 27.

nifters of death were difpatched to Chalcedon:
they dragged the emperor from his fan&uary:
and the five fons of Maurice were fucceffively

‘murdered béfore the eyes of their agonizing

parent. At each ftroke which he felt in his
heart , he found ftrength to rehearfe a pious
ejaculation: “ Thou art juft, O Lord, and thy
“ judgments are righteous. ” And fuch, in the
laft moments , was his rigid attachment to truth
and juftice, that he revealed to the foldiers the
pious falfehood of a nurfe who prefented her own

" child in the place of a royal infant **. The tragic

" fcene was finally clofed by the execution of the

emperor himfelf in the twentieth year of his reign
and the fixty-third of his age. The bodies of

‘the father and his five fons were caft into the

fea, they heads were expofed at Coinftantinople.
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to the infults or pity of the multitude, and it cmar.

was not till fome figns of putrefaction had appear-
ed, that Phocas connived at the private burial
of thcfc venerable remains. - In. that grave, the
faults and errors of [Maurice were kindly interred.
His fate alone was remembered ; and at the end
of twenty years, in the recital of the hiftory of
Theophyla&, the mournful tale was mtcrrupted
by the tears of the audience *’

XLVL

Such tears muft have ﬂowed in fecret and Phocas em.

fuch compallion would have been criminal, under

peror ,
A. D. 602,

the reign of Phocas, who was peaceably acknow- Nov. 23—

ledged in the provinces of the Eaft and Weft. py
The images of the emperor and his wife Leontia
were expofed in the Lateran to the veneration of
the clergy and fenate of Rome, and afterwards
depofited in the palace of the C=zfars, between
thofe of Conftantine and - Theodofius. As a
fubje® “and a Chriftian, it was the duty of
Gregory to acquiefce in the eftablifhed govern-
ment, but the joyful applaufe with which he
falutes the fortune of the affaffin, has fullied,
with indelible difgrace, the character of the faint.
The fucceflor of the apoftles might have inculcated
with decent firmnefs the gullt of blood , and the
neceflity of repentance: he is content to celebrate
the deliverance of the people and the fall of the
oppreflor; to rejoice that the piety and benignity
of Phocas have been raifed by Providence to the®
Imperial throne, to pray that his hands may be

firengthened againft all his enemies; and to ex-

prefs a wilh, perhaps .a prophecy, that, after a

D. 610,

O%ober 3,
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c¢ma®r long and triumphant reign, . he may be trans.
xivi.  ferred from a temporal to an everlafting kingdom **.

»1 have already traced the fteps of a revolution fo
pleafing, in Gregory’s opinion, both to heaven
and earth ; and Phocas does not appear lefs hateful
in the exercife than in the acquifition of power.

His charc-  “The pencil of an impartial hlﬁorlan has delineatéd

the portrait of a monfter **; his diminutive and
deformed perfon the clofcnefs of his fhaggy
cye -brows, his red hair, his beardlefs chin, and his

~ “cheek dlshgured and difcoloured by a formidable

fcar, Ignorant of letters, of laws, and even of
arms, he indulged in the fupreme rank a more
ample privilege of luft and drunkennefs, and his
brutal pleafures were either injurious to his fub-
jeds or difgraceful to himfelf. Without aﬂ"ummg
the office of a prince, he renounced the profeflion
of a foldier; and the reign of Phocas afflicted
Furope with ignominious peace, and Afia with
defolating war. His favage temper was inflamed
by paffion, hardened by fear , exafperated by
refiftance or reproach. The flight of Theodofius
to the Perfian court had been intercepted by"a
sapid purfuit, or a deceitful meflage : he was
beheaded at Nice, and the laft hours of the
young prince were foothed by the comforts of .
religion and the confcioufnefs of innogence. Yet
his phantom difturbed the repofe of the ifurper:
®a whifper was circulated through the Eaft, that
the fon of Maurice was flill alive: the people
expeted their avenger, and the. widow and
daughters of the late emperor would have adopted
as
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as their fon and brother the vileft of mankind. ¢ u a r.
In the maffacre of the Imperial family*’, the mercy, xivi
.or rather the difcretion, of Phocas had fpared
thefe unhappy females, and thcy were decently
confined to a private houfe. But the fpirit of
the emprefs Conftantina, ftill mindful of her
father, her hufband, and her fons, afpired to
freedom and revenge. At the dead of night, fhe
“efcaped to the fanctuary of S. Sophia; but her
tears, and the gold of her affociate Germanus,
were infufficient to provoke an infurredtion. Her

life was forfeited to revenge, and even to juftice:

but the patriarch obtained ‘and pledged an oath
Sor her fafety ; a monaftery was allotted for her
prifon , and the widow of Maurice accepted and .
abufed the lenity of his affaffin. The difcovery

or the fufpicion of a fecond confpiracy, diffolved

the engagements and rekindled the fury of Phocas. .

A matron who commanded the refpe@ and pity

of mankind, the daughter, wife, and mother of
emperors,, was tortured like the vileft malefador,

to force a confeflion of her defigns and affociates;

and the emprefs Conftantina, with her three in-
nocent daughters, was beheaded at Chalcedon , and tyranny.
on the fame ground which had been ftained with

the blood of her hufband and five fons. After

fuch an example, it would be fuperfluous to
enumeratc the names=and fufferings of meaner
vi&tims.. Their condemnation was feldom preced-

ed by the forms of trial, and their punifhment

. was embittered by the refinements of cruelty:
their eyes were pierced, their tongues were torn

Vor. VIIL N
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¢ u ar: from the root, the hands and fedt were amputat..
XLvL ed; fome expired under the lafh, others in the
flames, others again were transfixed with arrows;
and a fimple fpeedy death was mercy which they
could rarely obtain. The hippodrome , the facred
afylum of the pleafures and the liberty of the
. Rorhans, was polluted with heads and limbs , and
mangled bodies ; and the companions of Phocas
were the moft fenfible, that neither his favour,-
nor their fervices, could prote& them from a tyrant,
the worthy rival of the Callgulas and Domitians
of the firft age of the empire®. ,
His fall and . A daughter of Phocas, his only child, was
D sto, given in marriage to the pam'cian Crifpus’®, and,
Oaober 4. the royal images of the bride and bridegroom
were indifcreetly placed in the circus, by the fide
of the emperor., The father muft. defire that his
pofterity fhould inherit the fruit of his crimes ; but
the monarch was offended by this premature and
popular affociation : the tribunes. of the green
faction , who accufed the officiaus error of their
{cu]ptors were condemned to inftant death: their .
lives were granted to the prayers of the people;
.but Crifpus might reafonably doubt, whether a
jealous ufurper could forget and pardon his invo-
Juntary competition. Thé green faction was alienat,
ed by the ingratitude of Phocas and the lofs of
their privileges; every .province of the empire
was ripe for rebellion; and Heraclius, exarch of
Africa, perfifted above two years in refufing all
tribute and obedience to the centurion who dif-
. graced the throne of Conftantinople. By the fecret
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emiffaries of Crifpus aind the fehate, thé independ-
ent exarch was folicited to fave and to govern
his country : but his ambition was chilled by age,
and he refigned the dangerous enterprife to his
fon Heraclius, and to Nicetas , the fon of Gregory
his friend and lieutenant. The -powers of Africa
were armed by the two adventurous youths; they
agreed that the one fhould navigate the fleet from
Carthage:to Conftantinople, that the other thould
lead an army through Egypt and Afia, and that
the Imperial purple fhould be the rcward of dili~
gence and fuccefs. A faint rumour of their under-
taking was conveyed to the ears of Phocas, and
the wife and mother of the younger Heraclius

" avere fecured as the hoftages of his faith: but the.

treacherous art of Crifpus extenuated the diftant

peril, the means of defence were neglected or-
delayed, and the tyrant fupinely flept till the

African navy caft anehor in the Hellefpont. Their
" ftandard was joined at Abydus by the fugitives

CHAPM
XLVI

and exiles who thirfted fot revenge; the fhips of

Heraclius, whofe lofty mafts were adorned with
the holy fymbols of religion”, fteered their
triumphant courfé through the Propontis; and
Phocas beheld from the windows of the palace,
his approaching and inevitable .fate. The green
faction was tempted, by gifts and promifes, to
. oppofe a feeble and fruitlefs refiftance to the land-
ing of the Africans; but the people, and even
the guards, were determined by the well-timed
defe@ion of Crifpus;-and the tyrant was feized

by a private enemy, who boldly invaded the
Nz
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folitude of the palace. Stripped of the diadem
and purple, clothed in a vile habit, and loaded
with chains, he was tranfported in a fmall boat
to the Imperial galley of Heraclius , who reproach-
ed him with the crimes of his abominable reign,
€ Wilt thou govern better ? ” were the laft words
of the defpair of Phocas. After fuffering each
variety of infult and torture, his head was fever-
ed from his body, the mangled trunk was caft
into the flames, and the fame treatment was infli&t-
ed on the ftatues of the vain ufurper and the
feditious banner of the green faction. The voice
of the clergy, thefenate, and the people, invited
Heraclius to afcend the throne which he had pu-
rified from guilt and ignominy ; after fome grace-
ful hefitation, he yiclded to their entreatics.
His coronation was accompanied by that of his
wife Eudoxia; and their pofterity, till the fourth
generation, continued to rergn over the empire of
the Eaft. The voyage of Heraclius had been

‘ealy and profperous, the tedious march of Nicetas

was not accomplifhed before the decifion of the
conteft : but he fubmitted without a murmur to
the fortune of his friend, and his laudable inten-
tions were rewarded with an equeftrian ftatue,
and a daughter of the emperor. It was more
difficult to truft the fidelity of Crifpus, whofe
recent fervices were recompenfed by the command -
of the Cappadocian army. His arrogance foon
provoked, and feemed to excufe, the ingratitude
of his new fovereign. In the prefence of the
fenate , the fon-in-law of Phocas was condemned

-
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to embrace the monaftic life ; and the fentence was ¢ HAP
juftified by the weighty obfervation of Heraclius,
that the man who had betrayed his father, could
never be faithful to his friend™.

Even after his death the republic was afflicted Chofroes in- :
by the crimes of Phocas, which armed with a v8ds the Ro- = =
pious caufe the moft formidable of her enemies. A D. 603, |
According to the friendly and equal forms of the &

Byzantine and Perfian courts, he announced his

exaltation to the throne; and his ambaflador Li-

lius, who had prefented him with the heads of

Maurice and his fons, was the beft qualifizd to

defcribe the circumftances of the tragic fcene *’.

However it might be varnifhed by fiction or fo-

phiftry, Chofroes turned with horror from the

affaflin, imprifoned the pretended envoy, difclaimed

the ufurper, and declared himfelf the avenger of his

father and benefactor. The fentiments of grief and

refentment which humanity would feel, and honour

would dictate, promoted, on this occafion, the

intereft of the Perfian king; and his intereft was

powerfully magnified by the national and reli-

gious prejudices of the Magi and fatraps. In a

ftrain of artful adulation, which affumed the.

- language of freedom, they prefumed to cenfure .

the excefs of his gratitude and friend(hip for the

Greeks; a nation with whom it was dangerous

to conclude either peace or alliance; whofe fuper- .
ftition was devoid of truth and juftice, and who
muft be incapable of any virtue, fince they could
perpetrate the moft atrocious of crimes, the im-
pious murder of their fovereign *. For the crime

N3
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of an ambitious centurion, the nation which he
opprefled was chaftifed with the calamities of war;
and the fame calamities, at the end of twenty
years, were retaliated and redoubled on the heads
of the Perfians *’. The general who had reftored
Chofroes to the throne ftill commanded in the
Eaft; and the name of Narfes was the formidable
found with which the Affyrian mothers’ were ac- °
cuftomed to terrify their infants. It is not im-
probable, that a native fubject of Perfia fhould
encourage his mafter and his friend to deliver
and poflefs the provinces of Afia. It is f}ill more
probable, that Chofroes fhould animate his troops
by the aflurance that the fword which they
dreaded the moft would remain in its fcabbard,
or be drawn in their favour. The hero could
not depend on the faith of a tyrant; and the
tyrant was confcious how little he deferved the
obedience of an hero: Narfes was removed from
his military command; he reared an independent
ftandard at Hierapolis in Syria: he was betrayed
by fallacious promifes, and burnt alive in the
market - place of Conftantinople,  Deprived of

_the only chief whom they could fear or efteem,

the bands which he had led to vittory were
twice broken by the cavalry, trampled by the
elephants, and pierced by the arrows of the Bar-
barians; and a great number of the captives were
beheaded on the field of battle by the fentence
of the victor, who might juftly condemn thefe
feditious mercenaries as the authors or accom-

plices of the death of Maurice. Under the reign
\
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of Phocas, the fortifications of Merdin\, Dara, cHAP.
Amida, and Edeffa, were fucceflively befieged, xvvi.
reduced, and deftroyed, by the Perfian monarch:
he paffed the Euphrates, occupied the Syrian Hie conquet
cities, Hierapolis, Chalcis, and Berrhza or Alep- A D ete.
po, and foon encompafled the walls of Antioch
with his irrefiftible arms. The rapid tide of fuc-
cefs difclofes the decay of the empire, the inca-
pacity of Phocas, and the difaffetion of his fub-
je&s; and Chofroes provided a decent apology
for their fubmiffion or revolt, by an impoftor
who attended his camp as the fon of Maurice **
and the lawful heir of the monarchy.

The firft intelligence from the Eaft which Hera-
clius received **, was that of the lofs of Antioch;
but the aged metropolis, fo often overturned by
earthquakes and pillaged by the enemy, could
fupply but a fmall and languid ftream- of treafure
and blood. The Perfians were equally fuccefsful
and more fortunate in the fack’ of Cewfarea, the
capital of Cappadocia ; and as they advanced
beyond the ramparts of the frontier, the boundary
of ancient war, they found a lefs obftinate re-
fiftance and a more plentiful harveft. The pleafant
vale of Damafcus has been adorned in every age
with a royal city: her obfcure felicity has hitherto
efcaped the hiftorian of the Roman empire: but
Chofroes repofed his troops in the paradife of
Damafcus before he afcended the hills of Libanus,
or invaded the cities of the Pheenician coaft. The of patettine,.
conqueflt of Jerufalem *°, which had been medi-A- D- 614
tated by Nufhirvan, was atchieved by the zeal

. N4
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ciar. and avarice of his grandfon; the ruin of the
xivr. proudeft monument of Chriltianity was vehe-
mently urged by the intolerant {pirit of the Magi;
and he could enlift, for this holy warfare, an
army of fix and twenty thoufand Jews, whofe.
furious bigotry might compenfate, in fome de-
gree, for the want of valour and difcipline. Af-
ter the reducion of Galilee, and the region beyond
the Jordan, whofe refiftance appears to have de-
layed the fate of the capital, Jerufalem itfelf was
taken by affault. The fepulchre of Chrift, and
. the ftately churches of Helena and Conftantine,
were confumed, or at Jeaft damaged, by the
flames; the devout offerings of three hundred
years were rifled in one facrilegions day; the
patriarch Zachariah , and the true crofs, were
- tranfported into Perfia; and the maffacre of ninety
thoufand Chriftians is imputed to the Jews and
Arabs who fwelled the diforder of the Perfian
march. The fugitives of Paleftine were énter--
tained at Alexandria by the charity of John the
archbifhop, who is diftinguifhed among a crowd
- of faints by the epithet of almfyiver **: and the
revenues of the church, with a treafure of three
hundred thoufand pounds, were reftored to the
true proprietors ,; the poor of every country and
every denomination. But Egypt itfelf, the only
province which had been exempt, fince the time
. of Diocletian, from foreign and domeftic war,
was again fubducd by the fucceffors of Cyrus,
of Egypt.  Pelufium, the key of that impervious country,
A-D. o1 ywas furpnfed by the cavalry of the Perfians: they
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pafled, with impunity, the innumerable channels ¢ war.
of the Delta, and explored the long valley of xwuvi
the Nile, from the pyramids of Memphis to the
confines of AEthiopia. Alexandria might have
been relieved by a naval force, but the arch-.
bifhop and the prefe@ embarked for Cyprus; and
“Chofroes entered the fecond city of the empire,
which ftill preferved a wealthy remnant of in-
dufiry and commerce. His weftern trophy was
ereed, not on the walls of Carthage *, but in
the neighbourhood: of Tripoli: the Greek colo-
nies of Cyrene were finally extirpated; and the
conqueror , treading in the footfteps of Alex-
ander, returned in triumph through the fands of
the Lybian defert. In the fame campaign, another of Aga Mi.
army advanced from the Euphrates to the Thra. nor,
cian Bofphorus3 Chalcedon furrendered after a:'c.n' ee
long fiege, and a Perfian camp was maintained

above ten years in the prefence of Conftantinople.

The fea-coaft of Pontus, the city of Ancyra,

and the iflc of Rhodes, are enumerated among

the laft conquefts of the great king ; and if
Chofroes had poffeffed any marigyme pawer, his
boundlefs ambition would have Ipread flavery

and defolation over the provinces of Europe. ’
- From the long-difputed banks of the Tigris His reign
and Euphrates, the reign of the grandfon of Nufh. 219 msnif-
frvan ‘was fuddenly extended to th¢ Hellefpont

and the Nile, the ancient limits of the Perfian
monarchy. But the provinces, which had been
fathioned by the habits of fix hundred years to

the virtues and vices of the Roman government,.

i

3



€HAP

XLVL

186 THE DECLINE AND FALL
fupported with reluctanee the yolée of the. Bars

" barians. The idea of a republic was kept alive

by the inftitutions, or at Jeaft by the writings,
of the Greeks and Romans, and the fubjeds of
Heraclius had been educated to pronounce the
words of liberty and law. But it has always
been the pride and policy of Oriental princes, to
difplay the titles and attributes of their omnipo-
tence; to upbraid a nagion of flaves with their true
name and abje@ condition, and to enforce, by
cruel and infolent threats, the rigour of their ab-
folute commands. The Chnﬁxans of the Eaft were
fcandalized by the worfhip of fire, and the im-
pious doctrine of the two principles: the Magt
were not lefs’ intolerant than the bifhops, and
the martyrdom of fome native Perfians, who had
deferted the religion of Zoroafter ’, was conceiv-
ed to be the prelude of a fierce and general per-
fecution. By the oppreffive laws of Juflinian, the
adverfaries of the church were made the enemies
of the ftate; the alliance of the Jews, Neftorians,

and Jacobltes, had contributed, to the fuccefs of
Chofroes, and his partial favour to the fe@aries
provoked the hatred and fears of. the Catholic
clergy. Confcious of their fear and hatred, the
Perfian conqueror governed his new fubjeds with-
an iron fceptre; and as if he fufpected the ftability
of his dominion, he exhaufted their wealth by
exorbitant tributes and licentious rapine, de-
fpoiled or demolifhed the temples of the Eaft, and
tranfported to his hereditary realms the gold, the
filver, the precious marbles, the arts, and -the
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artifts of the Afiatic- cities. In the obfcure pic-
ture of the calamities of the empire **, it is not
eafy to difcern the figure of Chofroes himfelf, to
feparate his actions from thofe of his lieutenants,
or to afcertam his pclfonal merit 'in the general
blaze of glory and magnificence. He enjoyed
with oftentation the fruits of vuftory, and fre-
quently retired from the hard[hxps of war to the
luxury of the palace. But in the fpace of twenty-
four years, he was deterred by fuperftition or
refentment from approaching the gates of Ctefi-
phon: and his favourite refidence of Artemita
or Daftagerd, was fituate beyond the Tigris,
about fixty miles to the north of the capital *'.
The adjacent paftures were covered with flocks
and herds: the paradife or park was replenifhed
with pheafants, peacocks, oftriches, roebucks,

and wild boars, and the noble game of lions

and tygers was fometimes, turned loofe for the
bolder pleafures of the chace. Nine hundred and
fixty elephants were maintained for the ufz or
fplendour of the great king: his tents and bag-

- gage were carried into the field by twelve thou-

fand great camels and eight thoufand of a fmaller
fize ‘: .and the royal ftables were filled with fix
thoufand mules and horfses, among whom the

" names of Shebdiz and Barid are renowned for

their fpeed or beauty. Six thoufand guards fuc-
ceflively mounted before the palace gate;. the
fervice of the interior apartments was performed
by twelve thoufand flaves, and ‘in the number

of three thoufand virgins, the faireft of Aﬁav,.

CH A P.
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fome happy concubine might confole her mafter
for the age or. the indifference of Sira. The va-
rious treafures of gold, filver, gems, filk, and
aromatics, were depofited in an hundred. fubter-
raneous vaults; and the chamber Badaverd de-
noted the accidental gift of the winds which had
wafted the fpoils of Heraclius into one of the
Syrian harbours of his rival. The voice of flat-
tery; and perhaps of fiction, is not athamed to
compute the thirty thoufand rich hangings that
adorned the walls; the forty thoufand columns
of filver, or more probably of marble, and plat-
ed wood, that fupported the roof; and the
thoufand globes of gold fufpended in the dome
to imitate the motions of the planets and the
conftellations of the zodiac . While the Per-
fian monarch contemplated the wonders of his
art and power, he received an epiftle from an
obfcure citizen of Mecca, inviting him to ac-
knowledge Mahomet as the apoftle of God. He
rejected the invitation, and tore the epiftle. It
“ is thus,” exclaimed the Arabian prophet, that
“ God will tear the kingdom, and rejed the fup-
« plications of Chofroes ** . Placed on the verge
of the two great empires of the Eaft, Mahomet

. obferved with fecret joy, the progrefs of their

mutual deftruction, and in the midft of the Per-
fian triumphs, he ventured to foretell, that be-
fore many years fhould elapfe, vi&ory would
again return to the banners of the Romans *’

At the time when this prediction is faid to havc
been delivered, no prophecy could be more
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. diftant from its accomplifhment, fince the firft
twelve years of Heraclius announced the approach-
mg diffolution of the empire. -1f the motives of Chof-
roes had been pure and honourable, he muft have
ended the quarrel with the death of Phocas ,and he

would have embraced as his beft ally, the for-
tunate African who had fo generoufly avenged

the imuries of his benefa®or Maurice. The pro-
fecution of the war revealed the true chara@er of
the Barbarian; and the fuppliant’embaffies of He-
raclius, to befeech his clemency, that he would
fpare the innocent, accept a tribute, and give
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peace to the world, were rejeted with con- -

temptuous filence or infolent menace. Syria,

Egypt, and the provinces of Afia, were fubdued -

by the Perfian arms, while Europe, from the
confines of Iftria to the long wall of Thrace, was
oppreffed by the Avars, unfatiated with the blood
and rapine of the ltalian war. They had coolly
_maflacred their male captives in the facred field
of Pannonia; the women and children were re-
duced to fervitude, and the nobleft virgins were
abandoned to the promifcuous luft of the Bar-
barians. The amorous matron who opened the
gates of Friuli paffed a fhort night in the arms of

her royal lover; the next evening, Romilda was

condemned to the embraces of twelve Avars,; and
the third  day the Lombard princefs was impaled
in the fight of the camp, while the chagan ob-

ferved, with a cruel fmile, that fuch a hufband

“was the fit recompenfe of her lewdnefs and per-

fidy 7. By thefe implacable enemies , Heraclius, -
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on either fide, was infulted and befieged : and
the Roman empire was reduced to the walls of
Conftantinople, with the remnant of Greece , Italy,.
and Africa ; and fome maritime cities, from Tyre
to Trebizond , of the Afiatic coaft. After the lofs of
Egypt, the capital was aflicted by famine and pefti-
lence; and the emperor, incapable of refiftance , and
hopelefs of retief, had refolved to transfer his perfon
and government to the more fecure refidence of Car-
thage. His fhips were already laden with the treafu-

res of the palace, but his flight was arrefted by the

patriarch ; who armed the powers of religion in the
defence of his country, led Heraclius to the altar of
St. Sophia, and extorted a folemn oath, that he
would live and die with the people whom God had
eénttufted to his care. The chagan was encamped
in the plains of Thrace, but he diffembled his
perfidious defigns, and folicited an interview with
the emperor near the town of Heraclea. Their
reconciliation was celebrated with equeftrian ga-
mes, the fenate and people in their gayeft apparel
reforted to the feftival of peace, and the Avars
beheld with envy and defire, the fpectacle of Ro-
man luxury. On a fudden, the hippodrome was
encompafled by the Scythian cavalry, who had
prefled their fecret and nocturnal march: the tre-
mendous found of the chagan’s whip gave the
fignal of the affault; and Heraclius wrapping his
diadém rpund his arm, was faved, with extreme
hazard , by the fleetnefs of his horfe. So rapid
was the purfuit, that the Avars almoft entered
the golden gate of Conftantinople with the flying
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crowds " ; but the plunder of the fuburbs rewarded
their treafon and they tran{ported beyond the Da-

nube two hundred and feventy thoufand captives.

On the fhore of Chalcedon, the emperor held afaver
conference with a more honourable foe, who, be-
fore Heraclius defcended from his galley, faluted
with reverence and pity the majefty of the purple.
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‘The friendly offer of Sain the Perfian general, to con- He folicits

duét an embalfly to the prefence of the great king,:

‘was accepted with the warmeft gratitude, and the
prayer for pardon and peace was humbly prefent~
ed by the praetorian prefect, the prefect of the city,
and one of the firft ecclefiaftics of the patriarch-
al church . But the lieutenant of Chofroes
had - fatally miftaken the intentions of his mafter,
«.It-was not an embafly ,” faid the tyrant of Afia,
< it-was the perfon of Heraclius, bound in chains,

¢ .that he fhould have brought to the foot of my
« throne. I will never give peace to the empe-
“ ror of Rome till he has abjured his crucifie®
% God, and embraced the worfhip of the fun.”
Sain was flayed alive, according to the inhuman’
pradice of his country ; and the feparate and rigor-
ous confinement of the ambafladors, violated the
law' of mations and thé faith of an exprefs ftipu-
latien. Yet the experience of fix years at length
perfuaded the Perfian monarch to renounce the
conqueft of Conftantinople, and to fpecify the
annual tribute or ranfom of the Roman empire :
a thoufand talents of gold, a thoufand talents of
filver, a thoufand filk-robes, a thoufand horfes,

and a thoufand virgins. Heraclius fubfcribed thefe -

_peace.
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€ H A P. ignominious terms, but the time and fpace which
xuvi.  he obtained to collect fuch treafures from the po-
verty of the Eaft, was induftrioully employed in

the preparations of a bold and defperate attack.
fhis prepars.  Of the chara&ers confpicuous in hiftory, that
tions for war, of Heraclius is ane of the molt extraordinary and
A D-63.  inconfiftent. In the firft and the laft years of a
long reign, the emperor appears to be the flave
of floth, of pleafure, or of fuperftition, the
carclefs and impotent fpeétator of the public
calamities. But the languid mifts of the morning
and evening are feparated by the brightnefs of
the meridian fun : the Arcadius of the palace,
arofe the Cxfar of the camp; and the honour of
Rome and Heraclius was glorioufly retrieved by.
the exploits and trophies of fix adventurqus
campaigns. It was the duty of the Byzantine
kiftorians to have revealed the caufes of his
flumber and vigilance. At this diftance, we can
only conjecture that 'he was endowed with more
perfonal courage than pdlitical refolution; that he
was detained by the charms and perhaps the arts -
of his niece Martina , with whom , after the
. death of Eudoxia', he contracted an inceffuous -
~marriage ”’; and that he yielded to the bafe
advice of the counfellors, who urged as a fun-
damental law, that the hfe of the emperor fhould
never be cxpofed in the field *. Perhaps he was -
awakened by the laft infolent demand of the
Perfian conqueror; but at the moment when
Heraclius aflumed the fpirit of an hero, the only
hopes of the Romans were drawn from the

vicifficudes
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viciffitudes of fortune, which might threaten the
proud profperity of Chofroes, and muft be fa-
vourable to thofe who had attained the lowelt
period of depreffion . To provide for. the ex-
pences of war, was the firft care of the emperor,
and for the purpofe of colleting the tribute, he
avas allowed to folicit the benevolence of the
. ‘Eaflern - provinces. But the revenue np longer

flowed in the ufual channels, the - credit of an -

arbitrary prince is annihilated by his power; and
the courage of Heraclius was firlt difplayed in
‘daring to borrow the confecrated wealth of
churches., under the folemn vow of reftoring,
with ufury, whatever he had been compelled to
employ in the fervice of religion and of the
empire. The clergy themfelves appear to have
Iympathifed with the public diftrefs , and the
difcreet patriarch of Alexandria, without ad.
mitting the precedent of “facrilege , affifted his
l'overelgn by the mxracuious or {eafonable revela.
tion of a fecret treafure "*. Of the foldiers who,
had conlpired with Phocas , only two were
found to have furvivcd the ftroke of time and
of the Barbariins 7’ 5 their lofs, even of thefs
feditious veterans, was imperfectly fupphed by
" the new levies of Heraclius, and the gold of the
fan@uary united’, in the fame camp, the names,
and arms, and languages of the¢ Eaft and Weft.
-~ He would have been content with the neutrality
of the Avars; and his friendly entreaty, that the
¢hagan WOuld a&, not as the enemy but as the

uardian of the empire, was accompamed with

Vour. VIIL o)
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¢ H A P. amore perfuafive donative of two hundred thou-
xLvl.  fand pieces of gold. Two days after the feftival
of Eafter, the emperor, exchanging his purple

for the fimple garb of a penitent and warrior ”*
gave the fignal of his departure. To the faith
of the people Heraclius recommended his childrens
the civil and military powers were vefted in the
moft deferving hands, and the difcretion of the
patriarch and fenate was authorifed to fave or
furrender the city, if they fhould be opprefled
~in his abfence by the fuperior forces of the

enemy.

Firt expedi- T he neighbeuring heights of Chalcedon were
ton of Mera- covered with tents and arms: but if the new
the ‘p:f,:;:, levies -of Heraclius had been rafhly led to the
A D. @2 attack, the victory of the Perfians in the fight of
Conftanfinople might have been the laft day of
the Roman empire. ‘As imprudent' would it have
been to advance into the provinces of Afia,
leaving their innumerable cavalry to intercept his
convoys, and contmually to hang on the laflitude
and diforder of his rear. But the Greeks were
ftill mafters of the fea; a fleet of gallies, tranf-
_ports, and ftorefhips, was aflembled in the ham
bour, the Barbarians confented to embark; a
fteady wind carried them through the Hellefpont ;
- the weftern and fouthern coaft of Afia Minor lay
on their left-hand ; the fpirit of their chief was
firt difplayed in a-ftorm ; and even the eunuchs
of his train were excited to fuffer and to work
by the example of their mafter. He landed his
troops en the confines of Syria and Cilicia, in
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the gulf of Scanderoon, where the coaft fuddenly
turns to the fouth ”*; and his difcernment was
exprefled in the choice of this important poft **.
From all fides , the fcattered garrifons of the
maritime cities and the mountains might repair
with fpeed and fafety to his Imperial ftandard.
The natural fortifications of Cilicia protected and
even concealed the camp of Heraclius, which
was pitched near Iffus, on the fame ground where
Alexander had vanquifhed the hoft of Darius.
The angle which the emperor occupied, was
deeply indented into a vaft femicircle of the
Afiatic, Armenian, and Syrian previnces; and to
whatfoever point of the circumference he fhould
dire& his attack, it was eafy for him to diffemble
his own motions, and to prevent thofe of the
enemy, In the camp of Iffus, the Roman genex
ral reformed the floth and diforder of the vete«
rans, and educated the new recruits in the know-
Jedge and pradtice of military virtue. Unfolding
the miraculous image of Chrift, he urged them
to revenge the holy altars which had been
profaned by the worthippers of fire; addrefling
them by the endearing appellations of fons and
‘brethren, he deplored the public and privats
wrongs of the republic. The fubje@s of a2 mon-
arch were perfuaded that they fought in the caufe
of freedom; and a fimilar enthuﬁafm was com-
municated to the foreign mercenaries, who muft
have viewed with equal indifference the interefy
of Rome and of Perfia, Heraclius himfelf, with
the fkill and patlence of a centurion, inculcated
O3
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the leffons of .the fchool of tadics, and the
foldiers were -affiduoufly trained in the ufe of

their weapons, and the exercifes and evolutions .

of the field. The cavalry and infantry in hght:
or heavy armour were divided into two parties;

the trumpets were fixed in the centre, and their

fignals dire&ted the march, the’ charge , “the

vetreat , or purfuit; the direé't or oblique order,.

the deep or extended phalanx; to reprefent
in fictitious combat the operations of genuine
war. ‘Whatever hardfhip the emperor impofed
on the troops, he inflited with equal feverity
‘'on himfelf ; their" labour , their diet., their
fleep, were ‘mcafured by the inflexible rules of
difcipline ; ahd , without defpifing the enemy ,
they were taught to repofe an implicit confidence
in their own valour and the wildom of their
feader. Cilicia was foon encompaffed with the

Perfian arms; but their cavalry hefitated to enter -
- the defiles of mount Tautus, till they were cir-
-cumvented by the evolutions ofHeraclius, who

mfcnﬁbly gamed their rear, whillt he appeared
‘to prefent "his front in order of battle. By a
falfe motion, which feemed to threaten Armenia,
he drew them, againft their wifhés, to a general

~ action: They were tempted by the artful diforder

of his camp; but when they advanced to combat,
the ground, «the fun, and the expeation of both
armies , were unpropitious to the Barbamans;
the Romans fuccefsfully’ repeated their tactics in
a field of battle **, and the event of the day

declared to the world that the Perfiags were not
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mvincible, and that an hero was invefted with
the purple. Strong in victory and fame, Heraclius
boldly afcended the heights of mount Taurus ,
dire€ted his march through the plains of Cappa~
docia, and eftablifhed his troops, for the winter
feafon in fafe and plenuful quarters on the banks
of the river Halys **. His foul was fuperior to
ithe vanity of entertaining Conftantinople with anr
imperfe& ttiumph; but the prefence of the em-
peror was indifpenfably required to foothe the
reltlefs and rapacious fpirit of the Avars.

CHAP
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Since the days of Scipio and Hannibal, no, His fecond
bolder enterprife has been attempted than that ¢xpediton,

. 623

which Heraclius atchieved for the deliverance of - 624, 6250

83

“the empire He permitted the Perfians to
opprefs for a while the provinces, and to infult
with impunity the capital of the Eaft; whilc.
the Roman emperor cxplored his perilous v'vay*
through the Black Sea ** and the mountains of
Armenia, penetrated into the’heart of Perfia **,
and recalled the armies ‘of the great king to the
defence of their bleeding country With a fele®t’
band of five thoufand foldiers, Heraclius failed
from Conftantinople to Trebizond’; affembled
his forces which bhad wintered in the Pontic re-
gions; and from the mouth of the Phafis to the
Cafpian Sea, encouraged his fubjeds and allies
to march with the fucceffor of Conftantine,,
under the faithful and vi&torious banner of the -
erofs. When the legions of Lucullus and Pompey
firft pafled the Euphrates, they blufhed at their”
eafy victory over the natives of Armenia; But
O3
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the long experience of war had hardened the
minds and bodies of that effeminate people; their
zeal and bravery were approved in the fervxce
of a dechnlng empire ; they abhorred and feftred
the ufurpauon of the houfe of Saffan, and the
memory of perfecution envenomed their pious
hatred of the enemies of Chrift. The limits of
Armenja, as it had been ceded to the emperor
Maurice, extended as far as the Araxes;’ tb‘e
and Heraclius, in the footfteps of Mark Antony,
advanced towards the city of Tauris .or Gand-
zaca ", the ancient and modern capital of
one of the provinces of Media. At the head
of forty thoufand men, Chofroes himfelf had
veturned from fome dxﬂ:ant expedition to oppofe
the -progrefs of the Roman arms; but he retreated
on the approach of Heraclius, declining the ge-
nerous alternative of peace or of battle. Inftead
of half a million of inhabitants, which have been
afcribed to Tauris under the reign of the Sophys,
the city contained ne more than three thoufand

‘houfes; but the value of the royal treafures was

enhanced by a tradition, that they were the
{poils of Creefus, which had been tranfported by
Cyrus from the citadel of Sardes. The rapid
conquefts of Heraclius were fufpended only by
the winter feafon; a motive of prudence , or
fuperftition **, determined his retreat into the
province of Albania , along the fhores of the
Cafpian; and his tents were moft probably
pitched in the plains of Mogan **, the favourite
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encampment of Oriental princes. In the courfe
of this fuccefsful inroad, he fignalized the zeal
and revenge of a Chriftian emperor: at his com-
mand , the foldiers extinguifthed the fire and
deftroyed the temples of the Magi; the ftatues of
Chelroes, who afpired to djvine honours, were
abandoned to the flames; and the ruin of Thebarma
or Ormia **, which had given birth to Zoroafter
himfelf, made fome atonement for the injuries of
the holy fepulchre. A purer fpirit of religion
was fhewn in the relief and deliverance of fifty
thoufand captives. Heraclius was rewarded by
their tears and grateful acclamations; but this
wife meafure , which fpread the fame of his
benevolence, diffufed the murmurs of the Perfians
againft the pride and obftinacy of their own
{overeign.

Amidft the glories of the fucceeding campaign,
Heraclius is almoft loft to our eyes, and to thofe
of the Byzantine hiftorians **. From the fpacious
and fruitful plains of Albania, the emperor appears
to follow the chain of Hyrcanian mountains, to
defcend into the province of Media or Irak, and
to’ carry his victorious arms as far as the royal
cities of Cafbin and Ifpahan, which had never been
approached by a Roman conqueror. Alarmed by
the danger of his kingdom, the powers of Chof-
roes were already recalled from the Nile and
the Bofphorus, and three formidable armies' fur-
. rounded, in a diftant and hoftile land, the camp
of the emperor, The Colchian allies prepared o
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defert his ftandard; and the fears of the braveft

veterans were expreffed, rather than concealed
by their defponding filence. « Be not terrified, 4
faid the intrepid Heraclius, by the multitude
“ of your foes. With the axd of Heaven, one
“ Roman may trtumph over a thoufand Bar-.
« barians. But if we devote our lives for the
“ falvation of our brethren, we fhall obtain the
“ crown of martyrdom, and our immortal reward
“ will be liberally paid by God and pofterity. ”
Thefe magnanimous fentiments were f{upported
by the vigour of his a&ions. He repelled the

* threefold attack of the Perfians, improved the
* divifions of their chiefs, and, by a well-concerted

train of marches, retreats, and fuccefsful acions,
finally chaced them from the field into . the
fortified cities of Media and Affyria. In the
feverity of the winter feafon’, Sarbaraza deemed
himfelf fecure in the walls of Salban; he was
furprifed by the ad&ivity of Heraclius, who

divided his troops and performed a laborious

march in the filence of the night. The flat roofs
of the houfes were defended with ufelels valour
againft the darts and torches of the Romans:
the fatraps- and nobles of Perfia, with their
wives and children , and the flower of their
martial youth, were either flain or made prifoners.

The general efcaped by a precipitate flight, but
his golden armour was the prize of the con- .

queror ; and the foldiers of Heraclius enjoyed
the wealth and repofe which they had fo nobly
deferved. On the return of {pring, the emperor
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traverfed in feven days the mountains of Curdi- c  a .
ftan, and paflfed without refiftance the rapid xuva
fiream of the Tigris. Opprefled by the weight
of their fpoils and captives, the Roman army
bhalted under the walls of Amida; and Heraclius
informed the fenate of Conftantinople of his
fafety and fuccefs, which they had already felt
by the retreat of the befiegers. The bridges of
the Euphrates were deftroyed by the Perfians;
but as foon as the emperor had difcovered .a ford,
they haflily retired to defend the banks of the
Sarus **, in Cilicia. That river, an” impetuous
torrent, was about three hundred feet broad,
the bridge was fortified with ftrong turrets, and

~ the banks were lined with Barbarian archers.
After a bloody confli¢t, which continued till the
evening, the Romans prevailed in the affault,
and a Perfian of gigantic' fize was flain and
thrown into the Sarus by the hand of the em-
peror himfelf. The enemies were difperfed and
difmayed ; Heraclius purfued his march to
Sebafte in Cappadocia; and at the expiration of
three years, the fame coaft of the Euxine ap-
planded his return.-from a long and v1&onous
expédition *’.

Inftead of [kirmifhing on the frontier, the two Defiverance |
monarchs who difputed the empire of the Eaft of Confland.
aimed their defperate firokes at the heart of their gpe ;JE:,,
rival. The military force of Perfia was walfted and Avars,
by the marches and cémbats of twenty years, ™ ™ ¢
and many of the veterans, who had furvived the
perils of the fword and the climate, were ftill

)
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detained in the fortreffes of Egypt and Syria.
But the revenge and ambition of Chofroes ex-
haufted his kingdom; and the new levies of
fubjes, firangers, and flaves, were divided into

~three formidable bodies **. The firft- army of

fifty thoufand men, illuftrious by the ornament

and title of the golden fpears, was deltined to

march againft Heraclius; the fecond was ftationed
to prevent his juncion with the troops of his

,brother Theodorus; and the third was command-

ed to befieze Conftantinople, and to fecond. the
operations of the chagan, with whom the Perfian
king had ratified a treaty of alliance and partition.
Sarbar, the general of the third army, penetrat-
ed through the provinces of Afia to the well-

_known camp of Chalcedon, and amufed himfelf

with the deftrution of the facred and pro-
fane buildings of the Afiatic fuburbs, while he
impatiently waited the-arrival of his Scythian
friends on the oppofite fide of the Bofphorus.
On the twenty - ninth of ' June, thirty-thou-
fand Barbarians, the vanguard of the Avars,
forced the long wall, and drove into the
capital a promifcuous crowd of peafants, citi-
zéns, and foldiers. Fourfcore thoufand °*° of

his native fubje@s, and of the vaffal tribes of

Gepidx, Ruffians, Bulgarians, and Sclavonians,
advanced under the ftandard of the chagan; a
month was fpent in marches and negociations,
but the whole city was invefted on the thirty-

firft of July, from the fuburbs of Pera and Galata

" .to the Blachernz and feven towers; and the
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inhabitants defcried with terror the flaming fignals ¢ ma ».
of the European and Afiatic fhores. In the mean  xivi.
while the magiftrates of Conftantinople repeatedly
frove to purchafe the retreat of the chagan: but'
their deputies were rejected and infulted; and he
fuffered the patricians to ftand before his throne,
while the Perfian envoys, in filk robes, were
feated by his fide. <« You fee,” faid the haughty
Barbarian, “ the proofs of my perfe& union
“ with the great king; and his lieutenant is ready
¢ to Aend into -my camp a fele® band of three
¢ thoufand warriors. Prefume no longer to tempt
¢ your mafter with a partial and inadequate ran-
“ fom: your wealth and your city are the only
4 prefents worthy of my acceptance. For your-
« felves, I fhall permit you to depart, each with
% an under-garment and a fhirt; and, at my -
¢ entreaty , my friend Sarbar will not refufe z
« paffage through his lines. Your abfent prince,
“ even now a captive or a fugitive, has Jeft
« Conftantinople to its fate; nor can you efcape
« the arms of the Avars and Perfians, unlefs
“ you could foar into the air like birds, unlefs
« like fifhes you could dive into the waves **.”
During ten fucceffive days, the capital was af-
faulted by the Avars, who had made fome pro-
grefs in the fcience of attack; they advanced to
fap or batter the wall, under the cover of the
impenetrable tortoife; their engines difcharged a
perpetual volley of ftones and darts; and twelve
lofty towers of wood, exalted the dombatants
to the height eof the neighbouring ramparts.
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But the fenate and people were anmimated by the
fpirit of Heraclius, who had detached to their

relief a body of twelve thoufand cuiraffiers; the
powers of fire and. mechanics were ufed with
fuperior art and fuccefs 1n the defence of Con-
ftantinople; and the gallies, with two and three
ranks of oars, commanded the Befphorus, and
rendered the Perfians the idle fpectators of the
defeat of their allies. The Avars were repulfed;
a fleet of Sclavonian canoes was deftroyed in-the
harbour; the vaffals of the chagan threatened to
defert, his provifions were exhaufted, and after
burning his engines, he gave the fignal of a flow

~and formidable retreat. The devotion of the

Romans afcribed this fignal deliverance to the
virgin Mary; but the mother of Chrift would
furely have condemned their inhuman murder
of the Perfian envoys, who were entitled to the
rights of humanity, if they were not protected
by the laws of nations’’

After the divifion of his army, Heraclius pru-

conquells of  dently retired to the banks of the Phafis, from

Heémclius.

whence he maintained a defenfive war againft

“the fifty thoufand gold fpears of Perfia. His

anxiety was relieved by the deliverance of Con-
ftantinople; his hopes were confirmed by a vic-
tory of his brother Theodorus; and-to the hof-
tile league of Chofroes with the Avars, the Ro-
man emperor oppofed the ufeful and honourable
alliance of the Turks. At his liberal invitation,
the hord of Chozars ** tranfported their tents
from the plains of the Volga to the mountains of -

‘.
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Georgia; Heraclius received them in the neigh.
bourhood of Teflis, and the khan with his no-
bles difmounted from ‘their horfes, if we may
credit the Greeks, and fell proftrate on the
ground, to adore the purple of the Czfar. Such
voluntary homage and important aid were enti-
tled to the warmeft acknowledgments; and the
emperor, taking off his awn diadem, placed it
on the head of the Turkifh prince, whom he
faluted with a tender embrace and the appellation
of fon. After a fumptuous -banquet, he prefented
Ziebel with the plate and ornaments, the gold,
the gems, and the filk, which had been ufed at
the Imperial table, and with his own hand,
diftribited rich ]CWC]S and car-rmgs to his new
allies. In a fecret interview,” he produced the
portrait of his daughter Eudocia **, condefcended
to flatter the Barbarian with the promife of a
fair and auguft bride, obtained an immediate fuc-
cour of forty thoufand horfe, and negociated a
ftrong- diverfion of the Turkifh arms on the fide
‘of the Oxus **. The Perfians, -in their turn,
retreated with precipitation; in the camp of
Edefla, Heraclius reviewed an army -of feventy
thoufand Romans and ftrangers; and fome months
were fuccefsfully employed in the recovery of
the cities of Syria, Mefopotamia, and Armenia;,

whofe fortifications had been imperfe@ly reftored.”

Sarbar ftill maintained the important ftation of
Chalcedon ; but the jealoufy of Chofroes, or the .
artifice of Herachus, foon alienated the- mmd of
that powerful fatrap from the fervice of hiy king
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and country. A meflenger was intercepted with
a real or fidtitious mandate to the cadarigan, or
fecond in command, dire¢ting Him to fend, with-
out delay, to the throne, the head of a guilty

or unfortunate general. The difpatches were .

tranfmitted to Sarbar himfelf; and as foon as he
read the fentence of his own death, he dexteroufly
inferted the names of four hundred officers,
aflembled a military council, and afked the Cada-
rigan, whether he was prepared to execute the.
commands of their tyrant. The Perfians unani-
moufly declared, that Chofroes had forfeited the
fceptre; a feparate treaty was concluded with the
government of Conftantinople; and if fome con-
fiderations of honour or policy reftrained Sarbar
from joining the ftandard of Heraclius, the empe~
ror was affured that he might profecute , wishout
anterruption, his defigns of victory and peace.

. Deprived of his firmeft fupport, and doubtful
of the fidelity of his fubjects, the greatnefs of

Chofroes was ftill confpicuous in its ruins. The

-number of five hundred thoufand may be intes-

preted as anOriental metaphor, to defcribe the

“men and arms, the horfes and elephants that

covered Media and Affyria againft the invafion.
of Heraclius. Yet the Romans boldly advanced
from the Araxes to the Tigris, and the timid
prudence of Rhazates was content to follow them

by forced marches through a defolate country,
til] he received a peremptory mandate to rilk the

fate of Perfia in a decifive battle. Eaftward of
the Tigris, at the end of the bridge of Mofal,

-~
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the great Nineveh had formerly been erected **:
the city, and even the ruins of the city, had long
fince difappeared "**: the vacant fpace afforded a
fpacious field for the operations of the two armies.
But thefe operations are neglected by the Byzan.
tine hiftorians, and, like the authors of epic
poetry and romance, they afcribe the victory,
not to the military condu&, but to the perfonal

valour, of their favourite hero. On this memo- and vigtories
rable day, Heraclius, on his herfe Phallas, fur- ‘;‘“"‘"‘”

paffed the braveft of his warriors; his llp was
pierced with a fpear, the fleed was wounded in
the thigh, but he carried his mafter fafe and vic-
torious through the triple phalanx of the Barba.
rians. In the heat of the acion, three valiant
chiefs were fucceffively flain by the fword and
lJance of the emperor; among thefe was Rhazates
himfelf; he fell like a foldier, but the fight of
his head fcattered grief and defpanr through the
fainting ranks of the Perfians. His armour of
pure and mafly gold, the fhield of one hundred
and twenty plates, the fword and belt, the faddlg
and cuirafs, adorned the triumph of Heraclius,
and if he had not been faithful to Chrift and hiy
mother, the champion of Rome might have of-
fered the fourth opime fpoils te the Jupiter of
the Capitol *’. In the battle of Nineveh, which
was-fiercely fought from day-break to the cleventh
hour, twenty-eight ftandards, befide thofe which
might be broken or torn, were taken from the
Perfians; the greateR part of their army was cug
in pieces, and the victors, concedling theis own
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lofs, paffed the night on the field. They acknow.
ledge, that on this occafion, it was lefs difficult
to kill than to difcomfit the foldiers of Chofroes;
amidft the bodies of their friends, ne more than
two bow-fhot from the enemy, the remnant of
the Perfian cavalry ftood firm till the feventh
hour- of the night; about the eighth hour, they
retired to their unrifled camp, colle@ted their
baggage, and difperfed on all fides, from the
want of orders rather than of refclution. The
diligence of Heraclius was not lefs admirable in
the ufe of vidtory; by a march of forty-eight
miles in four and twenty hours, his vanguard
occupied the bridges of the great and the leffer
Zab; and the cities and palaces of Affyria were
open for the firft time to the Romans. By a juft -
gradation of magnificent {cenes, ‘they penetraged

" to the royal feat of Daftagerd, and, though much

of the treafure had been removed and much
had been expended, the remaining wealth appears
to have exceeded their hopes, and even to have
fatiated their avarice. Whatever could not be
eafily tranfported, they confumed-with fire, that
Chofroes might feel the anguifh of thofe wounds,
which he had fo often inflied on the provinces
of the empire: and juftice might allow the ex-
¢ufe, if the defolation had been confined to the
works of regal luxury, if national hatred, mi«
litary licenfe, and religious zeal, had not waﬁed ‘
with equal rage the habitations-and the temples
of the guiltlefs fubje&t. The recovery of three

hundred Roman ﬂandards and the deliverance
of
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of the numerous captives of Edefla and Alexan-
dria, refle¢t a purer glory on the arms of Heraclius.
From the palace of Daftagerd, he purfued his
march within a few miles .of Modain or Ctefi-
phon, till he was ftopped, on the banks of the

CHAP.
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Arba, by the difficulty of the paffage, the rigour .

of the feafon, and perhaps the fame of an im-
pregnable capital. The return of the emperor
is marked by the modern name of the city of
Sherhzour; he fortunately paffed mount Zara,
before the fnow, which fell inceffantly thirty-four
days, and the citizens of Gandzaca, or Tauris,
were compelled to entertain his foldiers and their
horfes with an hofpitable reception ***.

When the ambition of Chofroes was reduced Flight of

to the defence of his hereditary kingdom, the

Chofroes,
€a. D 627,

love of glory, or even the fenfe of fhame, fhould Des. 25.

have urged him to meet his rival in the field. In
the battle of Nineveh, his courage might have
taught the Perfians to vanquifth, or he might
have fallen with honour by the lance of a Roman
emperor. The fucceflor of Cyrus thofe rather, at
" afecure diftance, to exped the event, to affemble
the relics of the defeat, and to retire by meafured
fteps before the march of Heraclius, till he beheld

with a figh the once loved manfions of Daftagerd.-

Both his friends and enemies were perfuaded,

that it was the intention of Chofroes to bury

himfelf uader the ruins of the city #hd palace:

and as both might have bcen equally adverfe to

his flight, the monarch of Afia, with Sira, and

three congubines, efcaped through an hole in the
VoL VIII.
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wall nine days before the arrival of the Romans.
The flow and ftately proceffion” in which he
fhewed himfelf to the proﬁratc crowd, was changed
to a rapid,and fecret journey ; and the firlt even-
ing he loéged in the cottage of a peafant, whofe
humble door would fcarcely give admittance to
the great king ***. His fuperftition was fubdued
by fear: on the third day, he entered with joy
the fortifications of Ctefiphon; yet he ftill doubted
of his fafety till he had oppofed the river Tigris

to the purfuit of the Romans. The difcovery of

his flight agitated with terror and tumult the pa-

" lace, the city, and the camp of Daftagerd: the

fatraps hefitated whether they had moft to fear
from their fovereign or the enemy; and the
females of the haram were aftonifhed and pleafed
by the fight of mankind, till the jealous hufband
of three thoufand wives again contined them to
a more diftant caltle. At his command, the army
of Daftagerd retreated to a new camp: the front
was covered by the Arba, and a line of two
hundred elephants; the troops of the more diftant
provinces fucceflively arrived, and the wvileft
domeftics of the king and fatraps were enbolled
for the laft defence of the throne. It was ftill
in the power of Chofroes to obtain a reafonable
peace; and he was repeatedly prefled by the mef-
fengers of Heraclius, to fpare the blood of his
fubjects, alid to relieve an humane conqueror
from the painful duty of carrying fire and fword

* through the faireft countries of Afia. But the

pride of the Perfian had not yet funk to the level
of his fortune; he derived a momentary confidence
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from the retreat of the emperor; he wept with
impotent rage over the ruins of his Affyrian pa-
laces, and difregarded joo long the rifing mur-
murs of the nation, who complained that their
lives ‘and fortunes were facrificed to the obftinacy
of an old man. That unhappy old man was
himfelf tortured with the fharpeft pains both™ of
mind and body; and, in the confcioufnefs of his
_approaching end, he refelved to fix the tiara on
the head of Merdaza, the moft favoured of his

CHAD
HLVI

fons. But the will of Chofroes was no lohger *
revered, and Siroes, who gloried in the rank and -

merit of his mother Sira, had confpired. with the
malecontents to affert and anticipate the rights of

primogeniture **‘. Twenty-two fatraps, they

ftyled themfelves patriots, were tempted by the
wealth and honours of a new reign: to the fol-
diers, the heir of Chofroes promifed an encreafe
of pay, to the Chriftians the free exercife of their

religion; to the captives, liberty and rewardsy

and to-the nation, inftant peace and the redution
of taxes. It was determined by the confpirators,
that Siroes, with the enfigns of royalty, fhould
appear in the camp; and if the enterprife thould
fail, his efcape was contrived to the Imperial
court. But the new monarch wais faluted with
unanimous acclamations ; the Hight of Chofroes

(yet where could he have fled?) was rudely ar-Heu g

refted, eighteen fons were maffacred before his P°

fed,

A. D. 628,
face, and he was thrown into a dungeon, where Fesruary 26

he expired on the fifth day. The Greeks and
modern Perfians minutely deferibe how Chofrocs
- P2
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¢ H A P. was infulted, and famifhed, and tortured, by the
XLVL. command of an inhuman fon, who fo far furpafs
fed the example of his father: but at the time of

his death, what tongue would relate the ftory

~ of the parricide? what eye. could penetrate into

the tower of darknefs? According to the faith and

mercy of his Chriftian enemies, he funk without

hope into a ftill deeper abyfs **’; and it will not

be denied, that tyrants of every age and fe& are

and murder. the beft entitled .to fuch infernal abodes. The
S0y his fon olory of the houfe of Saffan ended with the life
February 28. Of Chofroes: his unnatural fon enjoyed only eight
months the fruit' of his crimes; and in the fpace

- of four years, the regal title was affumed by nine

| candidates, who difputed, with the fword or
dagger, the fragments of an exhaufted monarchy.

.Every province, and each city of Perfia, was

the fcene of independence, of difcord, and of

blood, and the ftate of anarchy prevailed about

cight .years longer, till the factions were filenced

and united under the common yoke of the Ara-

. bian caliphs **

Treaty of As foon as the mountains became paffable, the
peace he- - emperor received the welcome news of the fuc-
::;':ml:;“ cefs of the confpiracy, the death of Chofroes, and
A.D. 628, the elevation of his eldeft fon to the throne of
Marchs & Perfia. The authors of the revolution, eager to
difplay their merits in the court or camp of Tau-

ris, preceded the ambaffadors of Siroes, who de-

" livered the letters of their mafter to his brother

the emperor of the Romans **’. In the language

of the ufurpers of every age, he imputes his own
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‘érimes to the Deity, and, without degrading his
equal -majefty, he offers to reconcile the long
difcord of the two nations, by a treaty of peace
and alliance more durable than brafs or iron. The
gonditions of the treaty avere eafily defined and
faithfully executed. In the recovery of the
ftandards and prifoners which had fallen into the
bands of the Perfians', the emperor imitated the
example of Auguftus, their care of the national
dignity was celebrated by the poets of the times,
but the decay of genius may be meafured by the
diftance between Horace and George of Pifidia:

the fubjects and brethren of Heraclius were re-
deemed from perfecution, flavery:, and exile;
but, inftead of the Roman eagles, the true wood
of the holy crofs was reftored to the importunate
demands of the fucceffor of Conftantine. The
vi&or was not ambitious of enlarging the weak-
nefs of the empire; the fon of Chofroes aban<
doned without regret the conquefts of his father;
the Perfians who evacuated the- cities of Syna

and Egypt were honourably conduéted to the -

- frontier, and a war which had wounded: the vitals
of the two monarchies, produced no change in
their external and relative fituation. The return
of Heraclius from Tauris to Conftantinople, was
a perpetual triumph; and after the exploits of
fix glorious campaigns, he peaceably enjoyed: the
fabbath of his toils. After a long impatience, the
fenate, the clergy, and the people, went forth
to meet their hero, with tears and acclamations,
with olive branches and innumerable lamps: he
P3
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entered " the capital in- a’ chariot drawn by four
elephants ; and as foon as the emperor could
difengage himfelf from the tumult of public joy,
he tafted more genuine fatisfaction in the embra-
c¢es of his mother and his fon **°. .

The fucceeding year was illuftrated by a triumph
of a very different kind, the reftitution of the
true crofs to the holy fepulchre. Heraclius per-
formed in perfon the pilgrimage of Jerufalem, the
identity of the relick was verified by the difcreet
patriarch ***, and this auguft ceremony has been
commemorated by the annual feltival of the exal-
tation of the crofs. Before the emperor prefumed
to tread the confecrated ground, he was inftructed
to firip himfelf of the diadem and purple , the
pomp and vanity of the world : but in the judg-
ment of his clergy, the perfecution of the Jews
was ‘more’ eafily reconciled with the precepts of
the gofpel. He again afcended his throne to receive
the congratulations of the ambaffadors of France
and India: and the fame of Mofes, Alexander,
and Hercules ', was eclipfed, in the popular
eftimation, by the fuperior merit and glory of
the great Heraclius. Yet the deliverer of the
Eaft was indigent and feeble. Of the Perfian fpoils,
the moft valuable portion had been expended in
the war, diftributed to the foldiers, or buried,
by an unlucky tempeft, in the waves of the Eux-
ine. The confcience of the emperor was opprefled
by the obligation of reftoring the wealth "of the
clergy, which he had borrowed for their own

defence: a perpetual fund was required to fatisfy
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thefe inexorable creditors ; the provinces, already
wafted by the arms and avarice of the Perfians,
were compelled to a fecond payment of the fame
taxes; and the arrears of a funple citizen, the
treafurer of Damafcus, were commuted to a fine
of one hundred thoufand pieces of gold. The
1ofs of two hundred thoufand foldiers *** who had
fallen by the fword, was of lefs fatal importance
than the decay of arts, agriculture, and popula-
tion, in this long and deftructive war: and al-
though a vi&torious army had been formed under
- the ftandard of Heraclius, the unnatural effort
appears to have exhaufted rather than exercifed
their ftrength. While the emperor triumphed at
Conftantinople or Jerufalem , an obfcure town on
the confines of Syria was pillaged by the Sara-
cens, and they cut in pieces fome troops who
advanced to its-relicf: an ordinary.and trifling
occurrence , had it not been the prelude of a
mighty revolution. Thefe robbers were the apof-

tles of Mahomet; their fanatic valour had emerged

from the defert; and in the laft eight years of his
reign, Heraclius loft to the Arabs, the fame pro«
vinces which he had refcued from the Perfians.

CHAP
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CHAP. XLVIL

Theological Hi iffory of the Dogrine of the Incarnae
nation, — The Human and Divine ndture of Chrift,
— Enmity of the Patriarchs. of Alexandria and
Conftantinople. — St. Cyril and Neflorius. — Third
General Council of Ephefus. — Herefy of Eutyches. —
Fourth General Council of Chalcedon, — Civil and
Ecclefiapical Difcord. — Intolerance of Juflinian. —
The Three Chapters, — The Monothelite Controverfy,
— State of the Oriental Sects: — 1, The Neftorians, ‘
— II, The Jacobites, — III. The Maronites, — IV.
The Armenians— V. The Copts and Abyjfinians,

CHAP AFTER the extin&ion of paganifm, the Chrif-

XLVII.
“The incar-
nation of

Chrift.

‘tians in peace and piety might have enjoyed

their folitary triumph. But the principle of dif-

cord was alive in their bofom, and they were
more folicitous to explore the nature, than to
practife the laws, of their founder. I have already
obferved, that the difputes of the TRINITY Were
fucceeded by thofe of the INCARNATION ; alike -
fcandalous to the church, alike pernicious ta
the ftate , ftill more minute in their origin, ftill

' more durable in their effects. It is my defign to

comprife in the prefent chapter, a religious war
of two hundred and fifty years, to reprefent the
ecclefiaftical and political fchifm of the Oriental
fe@s, and to introduce their clamorous or fangui-
nary contefts , by a modeft enqulry mto the doctri-
nes of the primitive church *.
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I. A laudable regard for the honour of the firft cuar.
profelytes, has countenanced the belief, the xrvin
hope, the wilh, that the Ebionites, or at leaft L a: puse
the Nazarenes, were dx{hngulﬂled only by their gyionites.
obftinate perfcverancc in the practice of the
Mofaic rites. Their churches have difappeared,
their books are obliterated ; their obfcure freedom
might allow a latitude of faith, and the foftnefs
of their infant creed would be varioufly moulded
by the zeal or prudence of three hundred years.

Yet the moft charitable criticifm muft refufe thefe
feGtaries any knowledge of the pure and proper
divinity of Chrift. Educated in the fchool of
Jewifh prophecy and ‘prejudice, they had never
been taught to elevate their hopes above an
human and temporal Meffiah *. If they had cou-
.rage to hail their king when he appeared in a
plebeian’ garb, their groffer apprehenfions were -
incapable of difcetning their God, who had
ftudioufly difguifed his celeftial chara&er under
the name and perfon of a.mortal >. The familiar
companions of Jefus of Nazareth converfed with
their friend and countryman, who, in all the
actions .of rational and animal life, appeared of
the fame fpecies with themfelves. His progrefs
from infancy to youth and manhood, was mark-
ed by a regular increafe in ftature and wifdom;
and after a painful agony of mind and body,
“he expired on the crofs. He lived and died for
the fervice of mankind: but the life and death
of Socrates had likewife been devoted to the
caufe of religion and juftice; and although the




CHAP.

" XLVIL

Mis birth and

elevation.

213 THE DECLINE ANDP FALL

ftoic or the hero may difdain the humble virtues
of Jefus, the tears which he fhed over his friend
and country, may be efteemed the: pureft evi-
dence of his humanity. -The miracles of the go-~
fpel could not aftonifh a people who. held, with -
intrepid faith, the more fplendid prodigies of the
Mofaic law:. The prophets of ancient.days had
cured. difeafes, raifed the dead, divided the fea,

‘ftopped the fun, and afcended to heaven in atiery

chariot. And the metaphorical ftyle of -the He«

‘brews might afcribe to a faint and martyr, the

adopuvc title of SoN oF Gop.

- Yet in the infufficient creed of the Nazarcnes
and the Ebionites, a diftincion is faintly .noticed
between the heretxcs, who confounded the ge-
neration of Chrift in the common order of na-
ture, and the lefs guilty fchifmatics, who revered

~ the virginity of his mother; and excluded the aid

of an earthly father. The incredulity "of the
former was countenanced by .the vifible circum-
ftances of his birth, the l¢gal marriage of his re-
puted parents, Jofeph and Mary, and his lineal
claim to the -kingdom of David and the inherit-

‘ance of Judah. But the fecret and anthentic

hiftory. has been recorded in feveral copies of the
golpel according to St. IMatthew *, which thefe
fectaries long preferved in the original Hebrew *
as the fole evidence of their faith. The natural
fufpicions of the bufband, conicious of his own
chaftity , were difpelled by the affurance {in a
dream ) that his wife was pregnant of the Holy
Ghoft: and as this diftant and domeftic prodigy
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could not fall under-the perfonal -obfervation of ¢cHAP.
the ‘hiftorian, he muft have liftened to the fame XLVIL
voice which dx&ated to Ifaiah the future concep-
tion of a virgin. The fon of a virgin, generated
by the ineffablé operation of the Holy Spirit,
was a creature without example or refemblance,
~‘fuperior in every attribute of mind and body to
the "children of Adam. Since the introducion of
the: Greek or Chaldean philofophy °, the Jews '
were perfuaded of the pre-exiftence, tran{migra-
tion, andimmortality of fouls; and Providence was
jnRified by a fuppofition, that they were con-
fined- ia their earthly prifons to expiate the ftains-
which. they had contra@ed in a former ftate’.
But the; degrees of purity -and corruption are
almoft immeafurable. It might be fairly prefumed,
that the moft fublime and virtuous of human
fpirits -was infufed into the offspring of Mary
and the Holy Ghoft’;. that his abafement was
the refult of his voluntary choice; and that the
objett of his miffion.was, to purify, not his
own, but the fins-of ¢che world. On  -his return
to his native- fkies, he teceived the immenfe re-
ward of his obedience; the everlafting kingdom
of the Mefliah .which had been darkly foretold
by the prophets, under. the carnal images of
peace, of conqueft, and of dominion. Omnipo-
tence could enlarge  the human faculties of Chrift
to the extent of his celeftial office. :In the lan:
guage of antiquity , the title of Gad has not been
feverely confined. to the firlt parent, and his in--
comparable minifter, his only - begotten Son,
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‘might claim, without prefumption, -the religious,

though fecondary, worfhip of a fubjet world.
- IL The feeds of the faith, which had flowly
arifen’in the rocky and ungrateful foil of Judea,
were tranfplanted. in full maturity, to the hap-

- pier climes of the Gentiles; and the Rtrangers of
- Rome or Afia, who never beheld the manhood;

were the more readily difpofed to embrace the
divinity, of Chrift. The polytheift and the phis
lofopher, ‘the Greek and the Barbarian, were

alike accuftomed to conceive a long fucceflion,

an infinite chain of angels or demons, or deities,
or xons, or emanations, iffuing from the throne
of light. Nor could it feem ftrange or incredible,
that the firlt of thefe w®ons, the Logos, or word
of God, of the fame fubftance with the Father
fhould defcend upon earth, to deliver the
human race from vice and error, and to condué®
them in the-paths of life and immortality. But
the prcvallmg doctrine of the eternity and inhe.
rent pravity of matter, infected the primitive
churches of the Eaft. Many among the Gentile
profelytes , refufed to believe that a celeftial
fpirit, an undivided portion’ of the firlt eflence,
had been perfonally united with a mafs of impure
and contaminated fleth* and, in their zeal for
the divinity, they pioufly abjured the humanity,
of Chrift.. While his blood was flill recent og
mount Calvary *°, the Docetes, a numerous and
learned fe@® of Afiatics, invented the phantafic
fyftem, which was afterwards propagated by the
Marcionites , the Manichzans, and. the various
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names of the Gnoftic herefy **. They denied
the truth and authenticity of the gofpels, as far

as they relate the conception of Mary, the birth_

of Chrift, and the thirty years that preceded the
exercife of his miniftry. He firk appeared on
the banks of the Jordan in the form of perfe&
manhood ; but it was a form only, and not a
fubftance; an human figure created by the hand
of Omnipotence to imitate the faculties and actions
of 2 man, and to impofe a pefpetual illufion on
the fenfes of his friends and enemies. Articulate
founds vibrated on the ears of the difciples ; but the
image which was imprefled on their optic nerve,
eluded the more ftubborn evidence of the touch;
and they enjoyed the fpiritual , not the corporeal,
prefence of the Son of God. The rage of the
Jews was idly walted againft an impaffive phan-
tom; and the myftic fcenes of the paffion and

death, the refurrection and afcenfion of Chrift, -

were reprefented on the theatre of Jerufalem for
the benefit.of mankind. If it were urged, that
fuch ideal mimicry, futh inceffant "deception,
. was unworthy of the God of truth, the Docetes
" agreed with too many of their orthodox brethren
in the juftification of pious falfechood. In the
{yftem of the Gnoftics, the Jehovah of lfrael,
the creator of this lower world, was a rebellious,
or at leaft an ignorant fpirit. The Son of God
defcended upon earth to abolifh his temple and
his law; and, for the accomplilbment of this
falutary end, he dexteroufly transferred to his
own perfon the hope and predition of a tem-
poral Mefliah.

CHAR
XLVIk
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One of the moft fubtle difputants of the Ma-
nichzan fchool , has preffed the danger and inde-
cency of fuppofing, that the God of the Chriftians;
in the ftaté of an ‘human feetus; emerged at the
end of nine months from a female womb. The

ious horror of his antagontts provoked tbem to
difclaim ail fenfual circumftances of conception
and delivery ; to maintain, that .the divinity pafled
through Mary like a fun-beam through a plate of
glafs; and to affert, that the feal of her virginity
remained unbroken even at the momerit when fhe
became the mother of Chrift. But the rafhnefs
of thefe conceflions has encouraged a milder fenti-
ment of thofe Docetes who taught, not that Chrift
was a phantom, but that he ‘was clothed with an
1mpaf{'ble and incorruptible body. Such’, indeed,
in the more orthodox fyftém he has aeqmrcd fince
his refurreétion , and fuch he muft have always
poflefled , if it were capable of pervading, with-
out refiftance or injury, the denfity of intérme-
diate matter. Devoid of its moft effential proper-
ties, it might be exempt from the attributes-and

* infirthities of the flefh. A feetus that could increafé -

from aninvifible point to its full maturity ; a child
that could attain the ftature of perfe&t manhood,

without deriviog any nourifhnfent from the ordn-
nary fources, might continue to exift withoutrepair-
ing a daily wafte by a daily fupply of external mat-
ter. Jefus might fhare the repafts of his difciples,
without being fubje& to the calls of thirft or hunger;
and his virgin purity was never fullied by the invo-
luntary ftains of fenfual concupifcence. Of a body
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thus fingularly conftituted , a queftion would arife, cua e
by what means, and of what materials , it was xLvir
originally framed; and our founder theology is
ftartled by an anfwer which was not peculiar to

the Gnoftics, that both the form and the fubftance
proceeded from the divine eflence. The idea of

pure and abfolute {pirit 1s a refinement of modern
philofophy ; the incorporeal eflence, afcribed by

the ancients ‘to human fouls, celeftial beings , and

even the Deity himfelf, does not exclude the

notion of extended fpace; and their imagination '
was fatisfied With a fubtle nature. of air, or fire,

or zther, incomparably more perfett than the
groflnefs of the material world. 1f we define the

place, we muft defcribe the figure , of the Deity.

Our experience, perhaps our vanity, reprefents

the powers of reafon and virtue under an human

. form. The Anthropomorphites, who {warmed N
among the monks of Egypt and thé Catholics of
Africa, could produce the exprefs declaration of
fcripture, that man was made after the image of

his Creator’”. The venerable Serapion, one of

the faints of the Nitrian defert, relinquithed, with

many a tear, his darling prejudice; and bewailed,

like an infant, his unlucky converfion, which

had ftolen away his God, and left his mind with-
out-any vifible obje@ of faith or devotion®.

IIL. Such were the fleeting fhadows of the mn Dowsie
Docetes. A more fubftantial, though lefs fimple f2re o ¢¢-
hypothefis, was contrived by Cerinthus of Afia**,
who dared to oppofe the laft of the apoftles.

Placed on the confines of the Jewith and Gentile
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world, helaboured to reconcile the Gnoftic with
the Ebionite, by confefling in the fame Mefliah
the fupernatural union of a2 man and a God:
and this myftic dodtrine was adopted with many
fanciful improvements by Carpocrates, Bafilides,
and Valentine'*, the heretics of the Egyptian
fchool. In their eyes, JEsus of Nazareth was a
mere mortal, the legitimate fon of Jofeph and
Mary: but he was the beft ‘and wifeft of the
human race, felected as the worthy inftrument
to reftore upon earth the worfhip of the true and
fupreme Deity. When he was baptifed in the
Jordan, the CHRIST , the firft of the =ons, the
Son of God himfelf, defcended on Jefus in the

‘form of a dove, to inhabit his mind, and direct

his ‘a&ions during. the allotted period of his mi-
niftry. When the Mefliah was delivered into the
hands of the Jews, the Chrift, an immortal and
impaflible being , forfook his earthly tabernacle,
flew back to the pleroma or world of fpirits; and
left the fohtary Jefus to fuffer, to complain, and
to expire. But the juftice and generofity of fuch
a defertion are ftrongly queftionable; and the fate
of an innocent martyr, at firft impelled, and at
length abandoned , by his divine companion,
might provoke the pity and indignation of the
profane. ‘Their murmurs were varioufly filenced
by the fetaries who efpoufed and modified the
double fyftem of Cerinthus. . It was alleged, that
when Jefus was nailed to the crofs , he was endow-
ed with a miraculous apathy of mind and body ,

which rendered him infenfible of his.apparent
Aufferings.
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fufferings. Tt was affirmed, that thefe momentary ,
though real pangs, would be abundantly repaid
by the temporal reign of a thoufand years referv-
ed for the Mefliah in his kingdom of the new
Jerufalem. It was, infinuated, that if he fuffered,
he deferved to fuffer; that human nature is never
abfolutely perfect; and that the crofs and paffion
might ferve to expiate the venial tranfgreﬂlons of
the fon of Jofeph, before his myfterious union
with the Son of God™.

C H AP,
XLViL

IV. All thofe who believe the immateriality! . ""'"G

of the foul, a fpecious and noble tenet, muft

incarnation
of Apollinae

confefs, from their prefent experience, the in-rs.

comprehenf(ible union of mind and matter. A fimi-
lar unionis not inconfiftent witha much higher,
or even with the higheft degree, of mental facul-

ties; and the incarnation of an %on or archangel, -

the moft perfe& of created fpirits, does not in-
volve any pofitive contradi¢tion or abfurdity. In
the age of religious freedom , which was deter-
mined by the council of Nice, the dignity of Chrift
was meafured by private judgment according to
the indefinite rule of fcripture, or reafon, or tra-
dition. But when his pure and proper dlvmlty
had been. eftablithed on the ruins of Arianifm,
the faith of the Catholics trembled on the edge of
a precipice where it was impoffible to recede,
dangerous to ftand , dreadful to fall; and the ma-
nifold inconveniences of their creed Were aggra-
vated by the fublime character of their theology.
They hefitated to pronounce; that God himfelf,
-the fecond perfon of an equal and confubftantial
Voi. VIIL : Q
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trinity , was manifefted in the fleth" ; that a being
who pervades the univerfe, had been confined
in the womb of Mary; that his eternal duration
had been marked by the days, and months, and
years of human exiftence ; that the Almlghty had
been fcourged and crucified ; that his impafe
fible effence had felt pain and anguifh; that his
omnifcience was not exempt from ignorance ;
and that the fource of life and immortality expir-
ed on mount Calvary. Thefe alarming confe-
quences were affirmed with unblufhing fimplicity
by Apollinaris **, bithop of Laodicea, and one
of the luminarics of the church. The fon of a
learned grammarian, he was fkilled in all the
fciences 'of Greece; eloquence , erudition, and
philofophy, confpicuous jn the volumes of Apol-
linaris, were humbly devoted to the fervice of
religion. The worthy friend of Athanafius, the
worthy antagonift of Julian, he bravely wreﬁled
with the Arians and Polytheifts, and, though he.
affected the rigour of geometrical demonftration;

_his commentaries revealed the literal and allego-

rical fenfe of the fcnptures A myftery, which
had long floated in the loofenefs of popular
belief, was defined by his perverfe diligence in
a technical form; and he firlt proclaimed the me-

. morable words, “ One incarnate nature of Chrift, ?

< which are ftill re-echoed with hoftile clamours
in the churches of Aflia, Egypt, and Ethiopia.
He taught that the Godhead was united or
mingled with the body of a man; and that the
Logos, the eternal wifdom, fupplied in the fle(h
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the place and -office of an human foul. Yet as
the profound do&or had been terrified at his
own raflhnefs , - Apollinaris was heard to mutter
fome faint accents of excufe and explanation. He
acquiefced in the. old diftinGion of the Greek
philofophers, between the rational and fenfitive
foul of man; that he might referve the Logos for

intellectual funéhons, and employ the fubordinate .

human principle in the meaner adions ef animal
life. With the moderate Docetes, he revered
Mary as the fpiritual; rather than as the carnal,
- mother of Chrift, whefe body either came from
heaven, impaﬁible,and incorruptible , or was
abforbed, and as it were transtormed, into the
eflence of the Deity. The fyltem of Apollinaris
was ftrenuoufly encountered by the Afiatic and
Syrian divines, whofe fchools are honoured by
the names of Bafil, Gregory , and Chryfoftom ,
and tainted by thofe of Diodorus ;, Theodore ,
and Neftorius. But the perfon of the aged
bifhop ef.Laodicea, his charader and dlgmty,

OHA P.
XLV

remained inviolate; and his rivals, fince we may’ -

not fufped them of the weaknefs of tokeration y
were aftonifhed, perhaps, by the novelty of the
argument, and dlfﬁdent of the final fentence of
the Catholic- church. Her judgment at length
inclined in their favour; the herefy of Apollinaris
was condemned, and the feparate congregations

of his difciples were profcribed by the Imperiak.

laws. But his prmc1ple< were fecretly entertained
in the monafteries of Egypt, and his enemies fels
Qa
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the hatred of Theophilus and Cynl the fuccdﬁVé.

patriarchs of Alexandria.

V. The groveling Ebionite, and the phantaftic
Docetes, were rejected and forgottcn the recent
zeal againft the érrors of Apollinaris, reduced the
Catholics to a feeming agreement with the double
nature of Cerinthus. But inftead of a temporaty
and occafronal alliance, they eftablifhed, and e
ftill embrace, the fubflantial, indiffoluble, and

_ everlafting union of a perfe® God, with a per-

fe@ man, of the fecond perfon of the trinity
+with a reafonable foul and human flefh. In the
beginning of the fifth century , the unity of the
two natures was the prevailing docrine of the
church. On all fides, it was confeffed, that the
mode of their co-cxiftence could neither be repre-
fented by our ideas nor expreffed by our language.
Yet a fécret and incurable difcord was cherifhed,
between thofe: who were moft apprehenfive of

~confounding, and thofe who were moft fearful

of feparating, the divinity, and the humamty
of Chrift. Impelled by religious frenzy, they
fled with adverfe hafte from the error which
they mutually deemed moft deftructive of truth
and falvation. On either hand they were anxious
to guard, they were jealous to defend, the union
and the diftin&ion of the two natures, -and to
invent fuch forms of fpeech, fuch fymbols of

“dodrine, as were leaft fufceptible of doubt or

ambiguity. The poverty of ideas and language
tempted them to ranfack art and nature for every
poffible comparifon, and each comparifon mifled
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* their fancy in the explanation of an incomparable ¢ u a P.
myﬁery In the polemic microfcope, an atom xvLvIrL
is enlarged to a monfter, and each party was
ikilful to exaggerate the abfurd or impious con-
clufions that might be extorted from the princi- -
ples of their adverfaries. ' To efcape from each
other, they wandered through many a dark and
dewous thicket, till they were aftonifhed by the
horrid pbantoms of Cerinthus and Apollinaris,
who guarded the oppofite iffues of the theological
labyrinth. As foon as they beheld the twilight
,of fenfe and herefy, they. ftarted, meafured back
their fleps, and were again involved.in the gloom
of impenetrable orthodoxy To purge themfelves
from "the guilt or reproach of damnable error,
they difavowed their confequences, explained
their principles, excufed their indifcretions, and
unanimoufly pronounced the founds of concord
and faith. Yet a fatent and almoft invifible fpark
ftill lurked among the embers of controverfy :
by the breath of prejudxce and paffion, it was
quickly kindled to a mlghty flame, and the verbal
difputes ** of the Oriental feds have fhaken the

pillars of the church and ftate.

The name of CyriL of Alexandria is famous cyrit, pas
in controverfial Rory, and the title of faint, is a triarch of

Alexandria, . .

mark that his opinions and his paity have finally 4 p, 412,

prcvalled In the houfe of his uncle, the arch- Oftober 38—

bithop Theophilus, he imbibed the orthodox pipwsi*®

leflons of zeal and dominion, and five years of :

. his yonth were profitably fpent in the adjacent
monafteries of Nitria. Under the tuition of the

Q3
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abbot Serapion, he applied himfelf to ecclefiaftical
ftudies, with fuch indefatigable ardour, that in
the courfe of one fleeplefs night, he has perufed
‘the four gofpels, the catholic epiftles, and the
epiftle to the Romans. Origen he detefted ; but
the writings of Clemens and Dionyfius, of Atha-
nafius and Bafil ; were continually in his hands:
by the theory, and pradice of dupute, his faith
was confirmed and his wit was fharpened ;. he
extended round his cell the cobwebs of fcholaftic
theology , and meditated the works of allegory
and metaphyfics, whofe remains, in feven verbofe .
folios , now peaceably ﬂumber by the fide of
their rlvals **. Cyril prayed and fafted in the
‘defert, but his thoughts (it is the reproach of a
friend *') were flill fixed on the world; and the.

“call .of Theophilus, who fummoned him to the -

tumult of cities and fynods , was too readily
‘obeyed by the afpiring hermit. with the appro-
bation of his uncle, he afflumed the office, and

. acquired the fame, of a popular preacher. His

comely perfon adorned the pulpit, the har-
mony of his voice 'refounded in the cathedral,
his friends were ftationed to lead or fecond the
app]aufe of the congregation **, and the hafty
notes of the fcribes preferved his difcourfes ,
which , in their effet, though not in - their

. compofition, might be comparéd with thofe of

the Athenian orators. The death of Theophilus
expanded and realifed the hopes of his nephew.
The clergy of Alexandria was divided ; the

\-_{old:ers and their gcneral fupported the- clalms of

"A
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the archdeacon ; but a refiftlefs multitude , with o mar.
voices and with hands, afferted the caufe- of xiviL
their favourite, and, after a period of thirty-

nine years, Cyril was feated on the throne of
Athanafius . '

‘The prize was not un\vorthy' of his ambition. His tyranny,
At a diftance from the court, and at the head of :;413.4::3&«-
an immenfe capital, the patriarch, as he was

- now ftyled, of Alexandria had gradually ufurped
the Rate and authority of a civil magiftrate. The
public and private charities of the city were
managed by his difcretion; his voice inflamed or
appeafed the paffions of the multitude; his com-
mands were blindly obeyed by his numerous and
fanatic parabolani **, familiarifed in their daily
office with fcenes of death; and the prefeds of
Egypt were awed or provoked by the temporal
power of thefe Chriftian pontiffs. Ardent in the
profecution of herefy, Cyril aufpicioufly opened
his reign by opprefling the Novatians, the moft
innocent and harmlefs of the fe®aries. The 1a-
terdicion of their religious worfhip; appeared in
his eyes a juft and meritorious act; and he con.
fifcated their holy veflels, without apprehending
the guilt of facrilege. The toleration, and even
the privileges of the Jews, who had multiplied
to the number of forty thoufand, were fecured

.- by the laws of the Cewfars and Ptolemies, and a
long prefcription of feven hundred years fince the
foundation of Alexandria. Without any legal
fentence , without any royal mandate, the pa-

-triarch, at the dawn of day, led a feditious mul-

Q 4
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titude to the attack of the fypagogues. Unarmed
and unprepared, the Jews were ‘incapable of re-
fiftance; their houfes of prayer were levelled
with the ground, and the epifcopal warrior,
after rewarding his troops with the plunder of
their goods, expelled from the city the remnant
of the unbelieving nation. Perhaps he might
plead the infolence of their profperity, and their
deadly batred of the Chriftians, whofe blood
they had recently fhedin a malicious or accident-
al tumult.. Such crimes would have deferved the
animadverfion of the magifirate; but in this pro-
mifcuous outrage, the innocent were confounded
with the guilty, and Alexandria was impoverifhed
by the lofs of a wealthy and induftrious colony.
Thezeal of Cyril expofed him to the penalties
of the Julian law; but in a feeble government,
and a fuperftitious age, he was fecure of im-
punity , and even of praife. Oreftes complained;

- but his juft complaints were too quickly forgot- .

ten by the minifters of Theodofius, and ‘too
deeply remembered by a prieft who affected to
pardon, and continued to hate, the prefe® of
Egypt. As he pafled through the ftreets, his

- chariot was affavlted by a band of five hundred

of the Nitrian monks; his guards fled from the
wild bealts of the defert; his proteftations that he
was a Chriftian and a Cavtholic, were anfwered
by a volley of flones, and the face of Oreftes
was covered with blood. The loyal citizens of
Alexgudria haftened to his rcfcue; he inltantly
fatisfied bis juftice and revenge againft the monk
by whofe hand he had been wounded, and
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Ammonius expired under therod of the liGor. At
the command of Cyril, his body was raifed from
the ground; and tranfported, in folemn procef-
fion, to the cathedral; the name of Ammonius
was changed to that of Thaumafius the wonder-
ful; his tomb was decorated with the trophigs
of martyrdom, and the patriarch afcended the
pulpit to celebrate the magnanimity of an aflaflin
and a rebel. Such honours might incite the faith-
ful to combat and die under the banners of the
faint; and he foon prompted, or accepted, the
facrifice of a virgin, who profefled thereligion of
the Greeks, and cultivated the friendfhip of
Oreftes. Hypatia, the daughter of Theon the
mathematician *’, was jnitiated in her father’s
{tudies; her learned comments have elucidated
the geometry of Apollonins and Diophantus,
and fbe publicly taught, both at Athens and
Alexandria, the philofophy of Plato and Arif-
totle. In the bloom of beauty, and in the ma-
turity of wifdom, the modeft maid refufed her
lovers and 1nﬁru&ed her difciples ; the perfans moft
illuftrious for their rank or merit were impatient
to vifit the female philofopher; and Cyril be-
held, with a jealous eye, the gorgeous train of
horfes and flaves who crowded the door of her

academy. A rumour was fpread among the

Chriltians, that ‘the daughter of Theon was the
only obftacle to the reconciliation of the prefed
and the archbifhop; and that obflacle was fpee-
dily removed. Qn.a fatal day, in the holy fea
fon of Lent, Hypatia was torn from her chario,

cuae
XLYIL
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cm AP firipped naked, dragged to the church, and in-
xivil. humanly butchered by the hands of Peter the
reader, and a troop of favage and mercilefs fana-
‘tics : her flelh was fcraped from her bones with
fharp oyfter-fhells **, and her quivering limbs
were delivered to the flames. The juft progrefs
of enquiry and punifhment was ftopped by fea-
fonable gifts; but the murder of Hypatia has im-
printed an indelible ftain on the charadter and

religion of Cyril of Alexandria *’.
Neftorius, Superftition, perhaps, would more gently ex-
’éff..'&:'.f:;."‘ piate the blood of a virgin, than the banifhment
nople,, of a faint; and Cyril had accompanied his uncle
Ao 10 to the iniquitous fynod of the Oak. When the
‘ memory of Chryfoftom was reftored and con-
fecrated, the nephew of Theophilus, at the
"head of a dying faction, ftill maintained the
juftice of his fentence; nor was it till after a
d tedious delay and an obftinate refiftance, that
he yielded to the confent of the Catholic world **.
His enmity to the Byzantine pontiffs ** was a
fenfe of intereft, not a fally of paffion: he envied
their fortunate ftation in the funfhine of the Im-
‘perial court; and he dreaded their upftart ambi-
tion, which oppreffed the metropolitans of Eu-
‘rope and Afia, invaded ‘the provinces of Antioch
and Alexandria, and meafured their diocefe by
the limits of the empire. The long moderation
of Atticus, the mild ufurper of the throne of
Chryfoftom, fufpended the animofities of the
eaftern patriarchs; but Cyril was a length awaken-
ed by the exaltation. of .a rival more worthy of
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his elteem and hatred. After the fhort and cm a .
XLVIL,

troubled reign of Sifinnius bifhop of Conftanti-
nople, the factions of the clergy, and people
were appeafed by the choice of the emperor, who,
on this occafion, confulted the voice of fame,
and invited the merit of a ftranger. Neftorius *°
a native of Germanicia, and a2 monk of Antioch,
was recommended by the aufterity of his life,
and the eloquence of his fermons; but the firft
homily which he preached before the devout
Theodofius betrayed the acrimony and impatience
of his zeal. “Give me, O Cafar,” he exclaim-
ed, “give me the earth purged-of heretics, and

« I will give you in exchange the kingdom of .

% heaven. Exterminate with me, the heretics,
® and with you, I will exterminate the Perfi-
“ ans.” On the fifth day, as if the treaty had
been already figned, the patriarch of Conftanti-
nople difcovered, furprifed, and attacked a fecret
conventicle of the Arians: they preferred death to
fubmiffion; the flames that were kindled by their
defpair, foon fpread to the neighbouring houfes,
and the triumph of Neftorius was clouded by the
name of incendiary. On either fide of the Hel-
lefpont, his epifcopal “vigour impofed a rigid
formulary of faith and dicipline; a chronologlcal
‘error concerning the feftival of Fafter was punifh-

‘ed as an offence againft the church and fiate.

Lydia and Caria, Sardes and Miletus, were
purified with the blood of the obftinate Quar-
todecxmans, and . the edi® of the emperor, or

" rather of the patriarch,, enumerates three: and
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€ H AR, tWwenty degreos and demominatiens in the guile
x1yit  and punifhment of herefy >, But the fword of
perfecution,, which Ne&omus fo furioufly wield-
ed; was foon turned againft. his own breaft.
Religion was the. pretence; but, in the judg:
ment of a eontemporary faint, ambitmn was the
g;num.e mative of epifcopal. warfare ™
His Lerely, ~ In the Syrian fchool , Neftorius had beed taught
4:9—a31. to abhor the confuﬁon of the two natures, and
nicely to difcriminate the humanity of his mafier
Chrift from the divipity of the Lord Jefus *. The
Bleffed Virgin he reyered as the mother of Chn&
but his ears were offended with the rath and
~recent title of mother of God **, which had been
infenfibly adopted fince the origin of the Ananm
coptroverfy. From the pulpit of Conftantinople,
2 friend .of the patriarch, and afterwards the pa-
griarch himfelf repeatedly preached againft the
ufe, or the abufe, of a word ** unknown to the
apoﬁlcs , unambonfcd by the church, and which
could only tend to alarm the timorous, to miflead
the fimple, to amnfe the profane, and. to juftify,
by a feeming refemblance, the old genealogy of
Olympus **. In his calmer moments Neftorins con-
fefled, that it might be tolerated or excufed by
\ the union of the two natyres, and the communi-
cation of their idioms *’: but he was exafperated,
by coantradiction, to difclaim the worfhijp of a
new-born, an infant Dejty, to draw his inadequate
fimilies from the conjugal or civil partnerfhips of
life, and to defcribe the manhood of Chrift as
the robe, the inftrument, the tabernacle of his ¢
'
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Godhead. At thefe blafphénhous founds , the pil:
lars of the fanétuary were (haken. The unfuccefs-

-ful cempetitors of Neftorius indulged their pious

or perfonal refentment, the Byzantine clergy was
fecretly difpleafed with the intrufion of a firanger;
whatever is fuperflitions or abfurd, might claim
the protection of the menks; and the people was
nterefted in the glory of their virgin patronefs *'.
The fermons of the archbifhop, and the fervice
of the altar, were difturbed by feditious clamour;
his' authority and doctrine were renounced by
feparate congregations; every wind fcattéred round
the empire the leaves of controverfly; and the
voice of the combatants on a fonorous theatre
re-echoed in the cells’ of Paleftine and Egypt. It
was the duty of Cyril to enlighten the zeal and

ignorance of his innumerable monks: in the fchool

of Alexandria, he had -imbibed and profeffed the
mcarnation of oneé nature; and the fucceflor of
Athanafius confulted his pridé and ambition;

when he rofe in arms againft another Arius, more -

formidable and more guilty, on the fecond throne
of the. hierarchy. After a fhort correfpondence,
m which the rival prelates difguifed their hatred
i the hollow language of refpeé -and charity,
the patriarch of Alexandria denounced to the
prince and people, to the Eaft and to the Weft,
the damnable errors of the Byzantine pontiff.
From the Eaft, more efpecially from Antioch, he

obtained the ambiguous counicls of toleration and

filence , which were addrefled to both parties
while tbey favoured the caufe of Neftorius. Bus

CHAP
XK.



CHAP.
XLWII.

238 THE DECLINE AND FALL-

the Vatican received with open arms the meflens
gers of Egypt. The vanity of Celeftine was flat-
tered by the appeal; and the partial verfion of a

~monk decided the faith of the pope, who, with

Firft council
" of Ephefus,
A. D. 431
June—-Oﬂo.
ber.

his Latin clergy, was ignorant of the language,
the arts, and the theology of the Greeks. . At.the
head of an ltalian fynod, Celeftine weighed the
merits of the caufe, approved the creed of Cyril,
condemned the fentiments and perfon of Neftorius,
degraded the heretic from his epifcopal dlgmty,
allowed a refpite of ten days for recantation and
penance, and delegated to his enemy the execu-
tion of this rath and illegal fentence. But the pa«
triarch of Alexandria, whillt he darted the thun-
ders of a god, expofed the errors-and® paffions of
amortal : and his twelve anathemas ** ftill torture
the orthodox flaves, who adore the memory of a
faint,. without forfemng their allegiance to the
fynod of Chalcedon. Thefe bold affertions are
indelibly tinged with the colours of the Apolli-
narian herefy : but the ferious, and perhaps the
fincere , profeflions of Neftorius have fatisfied the
wifer and lefs partial theologla.ns of the pre[ent.
times *°.

Yet neither the emperor nor the primate of
the Eaft were difpofed to obey. the mandate of
an Italian prieft; and a fynod of the Catholie,.
or rather of the Greek church, was unanimoufly

"demanded as the fole remedy tbat could appeafe
‘or decide this ecclefiaftical quarrel **. Ephefus ;

on all fides acceflible by fea: and land, was

— chofen for the place,. the feftival of Pentecoft for
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the day, of the meeting: a writ of fummons
was difpatched to each metropolitan , and a
guard was ftationed to protect and confine the
fathers till they fhould fettle the myfteries of

heaven, and the faith .of the earth. Neftorius .
appeared not as a criminal, but as a judge; he -
depended on the weight rather than the number

of his prelates, and his fturdy flaves from the
baths of Zeuxippus were armed for every fervice
of injury or defence. But his adverfary Cyril was
more powerful in the weapons both of the flefh
and of the fpirit. Difobedient to the letter, or at
leaft to the meaning, of the royal fummons, he

CHAP,
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was attended by fifty Egyptian bifhops, who -

expected from their patriarch’s nod the infpiration
of the Holy Ghoft. He had contracted an intimate
alliance with Memnon bifhop of Ephefus. The
defpotic primate of Afia difpofed of the ready
fuccours of thirty or forty epifcopal votes: a
crowd of peafants, the flaves of the church,

was poured into the city to fupport with blows
and clamours a metaphyfical argument; and the
people zealoufly afferted the honour of the
virgin, whofe body repofed within the walls of
Ephefus . The fleet which bad tranfported

Cynl from Alexandria was laden with the riches

of Egypt; and he difembarked a numerous body
of mariners, flaves, and fanatics, enlifted with
blind obedience under the banner of St. Mark
and the mother of God. The fathers, and even

~the guards, of the council were awed by this

martial array; the adverfaries of Cyril and Mary -
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weré infulted in the firéets , or thréatened in
their houfes; his eloquence and liberality made
4 daily encreafe in the number of his adherents ;
and the Egyptian foon computed that he might
tommand the attendance and the voices of two
hundred bifhops  **. But the author of the
twelve anathemas forefaw and dreaded the oppo-

" fition of John of Antioch, who, with a fmall,

though refpectable, train of metropohtans and
divines, was advancing by flow journies from
the diftant capital of the Eaft. Impatient of a
delay which he- ftigmatized as voluntary and
eulpable **, Cyril announced the opening of the

. fynod fixteen days after the feltival of Pentecoft.

Neftorius , who depended on the near approach
of his Ealtern friends, perfifted like his prede-
ceffor Chryfoftom, to difclaim the jorifdiction
and to difobey the fummons of his encmies:
they haftened his trial, and his accufer prefided
in the feat of judgment. Sixty-eight bifhops,
twenty-two of metropolitan rank, defendéd his
caufe by a modelt and temperate proteft: they
wwere excluded from the counfels of their bréthren.
Candidian, in the emperor’s name, requefted a
delay of four days: the profane magiftrate was
driven with outrage and infult from the affembly
of the faints. The whole of this momentous tranf-
action was crowded into the compafls of a fum-
mer's day:. the bifhops delivered their feparate
opinions; but the uniformity of ftyle reveals the in.
fluence or the hand of a mafter, who has been
accufed of corrupting the public evidence of their
alls
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and fubfcriptions **; Without a diffenting voice, ¢ m & &
they recognized in the epiftles of Cyril, the Ni- xLvIL
cene creed and the doctiine of the fathers : but the

parual extracts-from the letters and homilies of
Neftoriys were interrupted by curfes and anathe-

mas: and the heretic was degraded from his
epifcopal and ecclefiaftical dignity. The fentence,
malicioufly infcribed to the new Judas, was affixed

and proclaimed in the ftreets of Ephefus: the

weary prelates, as they iffued from the church

of the mother of God , were faluted as her
champions; and her v:&ory was celebrated by

the illuminations, the fongs, and the tumult of

the night.

On the fifth day, the trinmph was clouded byommﬁuoﬁ of
the arrival and indignation of the Eaftern bifhops. ;':‘::);?“:::‘
In a chamber of the inn, before he had wiped )
the duft from his fhoes, John of Antioch gave
audience to Candidian the Imperial minifter; wha
related his ineffeual efforts to prevent or to
annul the hafty violence of the Egyptian. With
equal hafte and violence; the Oriental fynod of
fifty bifhops degraded Cynl and Memnon from
their epifcopal honours, condemned, in thq
twelve anathemas, the pureft venom of the °
Apollinarian herefy , and defcribed the Alexans
drian primate as a monfter, born and’ educated
for the deftru@ion .of the church **. His throne
was diftant and inacceflibles but they inftantly
refolved to beftow on the flock of Ephefus the
bleffing of a faithful fhepherd. By the vigilance
of Memnon , the churches were fhut agamfb,

Vor. VIL.
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them, and a ftrong garrifon was thrown into
the cathedral. The troops, under the command
of Candidian, advanced to the affault; the
outguards were routed and put to the fword,
but the place was impregnable : the befiegers
retired ; their retreat was purfued by a vigorous
fally ; they loft their horfes, and many of the
foldiers were dangeroufly wounded with clubs
and ftones. Ephefus, the city of the Virgin, was
defiled with rage and clamour, with fedition
and blood; the rival .fynods darted anathemas
and excommunications from their {piritual en-
gines; and the court of Theodofius was perplexed
by the adverfe and contradi®ory narratives of
the Syrian and Egyptian factions. During a bufy

period of three months, the emperor tried every
method , except the moﬂ: effectual means of
indiﬁ"erence and contempt , to reconcile this
theological quarrel. He attempted to remove or

intimidate the leaders by a common fentence of
acquittal or condemnation; he invefted his re.

prefentatives at Ephefus with ample power and

military force; he fummoned from either party

eight chofen deputies to a free and candid

conference in the nelghbourhood of the capital,

far from the contagion of popular frenzy. But
the Oriéntals refufed to yield, and the Catholics,

proud of their numbers and of their Latin allies,
rejeéted all terms of union or toleration. The
patience of the meek Theodofius was provoked ,

and he diffolved in anger this epifcopal tumult,
which at the diftance of thirteen centuries aflumed
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the venerable afpe® of the third eecumenical cnar.
council V. « God is my witnefs, ” faid the pious xrLvIL
princé, « thatI am not the author of this confu-

“ fion. His providence will difcern and punifh the

“ guilty. Return to your provinces, and may

-« your private virtues repait the mifchief and

« {candal of your meeting. ” They returned to

their provinces ; but the fame paffions which had
diftracted the fynod of Ephefus were diffufed

over the Eaftern world. After three obftinate

. and equal campaigns, John of Antioch and Cyril

of Alexandria condefcended to explain and em-
brace : but their feeming re-union muft be
imputed rather to prudence than to reafon, to

the mutual laffitude rather than to the Chriftian -
charity of the patriarchs.

The Byzantine pontiff had inflilled into the Vi%ory of
royal ear a baleful prejudice againft the character y“; D.
and condu& of his Egyptian rival. An epiftle a31—a3s.
of menace and inved&ive **, which accompanied
the fummons, accufed him as a bufy, infolent,
and envious prieft, who perplexed the ﬁmphc:ty
of the faith, violated the peace of the church and
ftate, and, by his artful and feparate addrefles
to the wife and fifter of Theodofius, prefumed
to fuppofe, or to fcatter, the feeds of difcord in
the Imperial family. At the ftern command of
his fovereign, Cyril had repaired to Ephefus,
where he was refifted, threatened, and confined,
by the magiftrates in the intereft of Neftorius and
the Orientals; who affembled the troops of Lydia,
and lonia to fupprefa the fanatic and diforderly

" Ra
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train of the patriarch. Without expe&ing the
royal licence, he efcaped from his guards, preci-
pitately emharked, deferted the imperfe@ fynod,
and retired to his epifcopal fortrefs of fafety and
independence. But his artful emiffaries, both in
the court and city, fuccefsfully laboured to ap-
peafe the refentment, and to conciliate the favour,
of the emperor. The feeble fon of Arcadius was
alternately fwayed by his wife and fifter, by the
cunuchs and women of the palace: fuperftition
and avarice were their ruling paffions; and the
orthodox chiefs were afliduous in their endeavours

-to alarm the formner*and to gratify the latter. Con-

ftantinople and the fuburbs were fancified with
frequent monalfteries, and the holy abbots, Dal-
matius and Eutyches **. had devoted their zeal
and fidelity to the caufe of Cyril, the worfhip
of Mary, and the unity of Chrift. From the firft
moment ‘of their monaftic life , they had never
mivgled with the world, or trod the profane
ground of ‘the city. But in this awful moment °
of the danger of the church, théir vow was fu-

.perfeded by a more fublime and indifpenfable

-duty. At the head of a long order of monks and
hermits , who carried burning tapers in their
hands, and chaunted litanjes to the mother of
God, they proceeded from their. monafteries to
the palace. The people was edified and inflamed
by this extraordinary fpectacle, and the wembling
monarch liftened to the prayers and "adjurations
.of the faints, who boldly pronouaced, that none
could hope for falvation, unlefs they embraced
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the perfon and the creed of the orthodox fuccel-
for of Athanafius. At the fame time every
avenue of the throne was allaulted with gold.
Under the decent names of eulogies and henedic-
tions , the courtiers of both fexes were bribed ac-
cording to the meafure of their power and rapa-
cioufnefs. But their inceffant demands defpoiled
the fan®uaries of Conftantinople and Alexandria;
and the authority of the patriarch was unable to
filence the juft murmur of his clergy, that a debt
of fixty thoufand pounds had already been con-
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tra&ted to fupport the expence of this fcandalous .

corruption **. Pulcheria, who relieved her brother
from the weight of an empire, was the firmeft
pillar of orthodoxy; and fo intimate was the al-
liance between the thunders of the fynod and the
whifpers of the court, that Cyril was affured of
fuccefs if he could difplace one eunuch, and fub-
ftitute another in the favour of Theodofius. Yet
the Egyptian could not boaft of a. glorious or
decifive victory. The emperor, with unac-
cultomed firmnefs, adhered to his promife of pro-
te&ting the innocence of the Oriental bifhops;
and Cyril foftened his anathemas, and confefled,
with ambiguity and relu&®ance, a twofold nature
of Chrift, before he was permitted to fatiate his
revenge againft the unfortunate Neftorius *'.

‘The rafh and obftinate Neftorius, before the Exite of
end of the fynod, was oppreffed by Cyril, be- Neforius.

trayed by’ the court, and faintly fupported by

his Eaftern friends. A fentiment of fear or in-

dignation prompted him, while it was yet time, to
R3

A. D. 435.
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affe® the glory of a voluntary abdication **: his
with, or at leaft his requeft, was readily granted;
he was condu@ed with honour from Fphefus to
his old monaftery of Antioch; and, after a fhort
paufe, his fucceffors, Maximian and Proclus,
were acknowledged as the lawful bifhops of Con-
ftantinople. But in the filence of his cell, the
degraded patriarch could no longer refume the
innocence and fecurity of a private monk. The
paft he regretted, he was difcontented with the
prefent, and the future he had reafon to dread:
the Oriental bifhops fucceffively difengaged their
caufe from his unpopular name, and each day
decreafed the number of the fchifmatics who re-
vered Neftorius as the confeffor of the faith.
After a refidence at Antioch of four years, the
hand of Theodofius fubfcribed an edi& ***, which
ranked him with Simon the magician, profcribed
his opinions and followers, condemned his
writings to the flames, and banifhed his perfon

“firlt to Petra in Arabia, and at length to Oafis,

one of the islands of the Libyan defert **. Seclud-
ed from the church and from the world, the exile
was ftill purfued by the rage of bigotry and war.
A wandering tribe of the Blemmyes or Nubians,
invaded his folitary prifon: in their retreat they
difmiffed a crowd of ufelefs captives ; but no
fooner had Neftorius reached the banks of the
Nile, than he would gladly have efcaped from a
Roman and orthodox city to the milder fervitude
of the favages. His flight was punifhed as a new
crime; the foul of the patriagch infpired the ciyil
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and ecclefialtical powers of Egypt; the magiftra-.

tes, the foldiers, the mounks, devoutly tortured
the enemy of Chrift and St. Cyril; and, as far

as the confines of KEthiopia, the heretic was al--

ternately dragged and recalled, till his aged body
was broken by the hardfhips and accidents of
thefe reiterated journies. Yet his mind was flill
independent and erect; the prefident of Thebais

was awed by his paftoral letters; he furvived the.

Catholic tyrant of Alexandria, and, after fixteen

years banifhment, the fynod of Chalcedon would-

* perhaps have reftored him to the honours, or at
leaft to the communion, of the church. The
death of Neftorius prevented his obedience to
their welcome fummons **; and his difeafe might
afford fome colour to the fcandalous report, that
his tongue, the organ of blafphemy, had been
caten by the worms. He was buried in a city
of Upper Egypt, known by the names of Chem-
nis, or Panopolis, or Akmim **; but the immor-
tal malice of the Jacobites has perfevered for
ages to caft ftones againft his fepulchre and to
propagate the foolifh traditon, that it was never
watered by the rain of hea\ep, which equally
defcends on the righteous and the ungodly *’

Humanity may drop a tear on the fate of \Teﬁo-
rius: yet juftice muft®obferve, that he fuffered

the perfecution which he had approved and in-

fiGed .
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The deuh of the Alexandrian primatc, after a Herefy of

reign of thirty-two years, abandoned the Catho-

lics to the intemverance of zeal ‘and .the abufe of
R 4

Eutyches,
A. D. 438.
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e maAP. vidtory ¥, ‘The monophyfite do&rine (one incare’
XLVIl, Date nature) was rigoroufly preached in the church-
es of Egypt and the monafteries of the Eaft;

the primitive creed of Apollinaris was protected

by the fandtity of Cyril; and the name of Ev.

TYCHES, his venerable friend, has been applied

- to the fe& moft adverfe to the Syrian herefy of
Neftorius. His rival Eutyches was the abbot,

or archimandrite, or fuperior of three hundred

mounks, but the opinions of a fimple and illiterate

reclufe might have expired in the cell, where

he had flept above feventy years, if the refent-

ment or indifcretion of Flavian the Byzantine

pontiff, had not expofed the fcandal ta the eyes

of the Chriftian world. His domeftic fynod was

inftantly convened, their proceedings. were fullied -
with clamour and artifice, and the aged heretic ‘
was furprifed into a feeming confeffion, that- -

Chrift had not.derived his body from the fub- .

ftance of the Virgin Mary. From their partial

decree, Eutyches appealed to a general couacil;
and his caufe was vigoroufly afferted by his -

godfon Chryfaphius, the reigning eunuch of the

palace, and his accomplice Diofcorus, who had
fucceeded to the throne, the creed, the talents,

Recond and the vices of the nephew of Theophilus. By
;‘:;‘;:.:"s:" the fpecial fummons of Fheodofius, the fecond:
A D.as9, fynod of Ephefus” was judicioufly compofed of
Awgut $— ten metropolitans -and ten bifhops from .each of
i the fix diocefes of the Eaftern empire: fome ex-
ceptions of favour or merit enlarged the number

to one hundred and thirty-five; and the Syrian

/
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Barfumas, as the chief and reprefentative of the
monks, was invited to fit and vote with the
fucceffors of the apoftles. But the defpotfm of
the Alexandrian patriarch again oppreffed the
freedom of debate: the fame fpiritual and carnal
weapons were again drawn from the arfenals of
Egypt; the Afiatic veterans, a band of archers,
ferved under the orders of Diofcorus; and the
more formidable monks, whofe minds were ine
acceflible to reafon or mercy, befieged the doors
of the cathedral. The general, and, as it (hould
{eem, the unconftrained voice of the fathers, ac-
cepted the faith and even the anathemas of Cyril;
and the herefy of the two natures was formally
condemned in the~perfons and writings of the
moft learned Orientals. “ [May thofe who divide
« Chrift, be divided with the fword, may they
« be hewn in pieces, may they be burnt alive!”
were the charitable wifhes of a Chriftian fynod *°.
The innocence and fanctity of Eutyches were
acknowledged without hefitation; but the pre-
lates, more efpecially thofe of Thrace and Afia,
“were unwilling to depofe their patriarch for the
ufe or even the abufe of his lawful jurifdicion.
They embraced the knees of Diofcorus, as he
fiood with a threatening afpe on the footftool
of his throne, and conjured him to forgive the
offences, and to refpe@ the dignity, of his brother,
¢ Do you mean to raife a fedition? ” exclaimed
the relentlefs tyrant. « Where are the officers?”
At thefe words a furious multitude of monks and.
foldiers, with ftaves, and {words, and chains,
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burlt into the church: the trembling bifhops hid
themfelves behind the altar, or under the benches,
and as they were not infpired with the zeal of
martyrdom, they fucceflively fubfcribed a blank.
paper, which was afterwards filled with the con-
demnation of the Byzantinggpontiff. Flavian was
inftantly delivered to .the wild-beafts of this fpirit-
val amphitheatre: the monks were ftimulated by
the voice and example of Barfumas to avenge
the injuries of Chrift: it is faid that the patriarch
of Alexandria reviled, and buffeted, and kicked,
and trampled his brother of Conftantinople *':
it is certain, that the vi&im, before he could
reach the place of his exile, expired on the
third day, of the wounds and bruifes which he
had received at Ephefus. This fecond fynod
has been juftly branded as a gang of robbers and
affaflins; yet the accufers of Diofcorus would
magnify his violence., to alleviate the cowardice
and inconftancy of their own.behaviour.

The faith of Egypt had prevailed: but the van-
quifhed party was fupported by the fame pope
who encountered without fear the hoftile rage
of Attila and Genferic. The theology of Leo,

" his famous tome or epiftle on the myftery of the
_incarnation, had been difregarded by the fynod

of Ephefus: his authority, and that of the Latin
church, was infulted in his legates, who efcaped
from flavery ‘and death to relate the melancholy
tale of the tyranny of Diofcorus and the martyr<
dom of Flavian.. His provincial fynod annulled -
the irregular proceedings of Ephefus ; but as this
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ftep was itfelf irregular, he folicited the convo-
cation of a general council in the free.and ortho-

CHAPDM
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dox provinces of Italy. From his independent .

throne, the Roman bifhop fpoke and aced with-
out danger, as-the head of the Chriftians, and
his ditates were obfequioufly tranfcribed by Pla-

ctdia and her fon Valentinian; who addreffed

their Eaftern colleague to reftore the peace and
unity of the church. But the pageant of Orien-
tal royalty was moved with equal dexterity by
the hand of the eunuch; and Theodofius could
pronounce, without hefitation, that the church
was already peaceful and triumphant, and that
the recent flame had been extinguifhed by the
jult punifhment of the Neftorians. Perhaps the
Greeks would be flill involved in the herefy of
the Monophyfites, if the emperor’s horfe had
fiot fortunately ftumbled ; Theodofius expired;

his orthodox fifter, Pulcherla with a nominal
hufband, fucceeded to the throne Chryfaphius
was burnt, Diofcorus was dxfgraced, the exiles
were recalled, and the tome of Leo was fubfcribed
by the Oriental bifhops. Yet the pope was dif-
appointed in his favourite project of a Latin coun-
cil; he difdained to prefide in the Greek fynod,

WBlch was fpeedily affembled at Nice in Bithynia;
his legates required in a peremptory tone the
prefence of the emperor; and the weary fathers
were tranfported to Chalcedon under the imme-
diate eye of Marcian and the fenate of Conftan-
tinople. - A quérter of a mile from the Thracian
Bofphorus, the church: of St. Euphemia was built
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‘on the fummit of a ‘gentle though lofty afcent :

the triple ftructure was celebrated as a prodigy
of art, and the boundlefs profpet of the land
and fea might have raifed. the mind of a fectary
to the contemplation of the God of the univerfe.
Six hundred and thirty bifhops were ranged in

~order in the nave.of the church; but the patriarchs

of the Eaft were preceded by the legates, of
whom the third was a fimple prieft; and the
place of honour was referved for twenty laymen
of confular or fenatorian rank. The gofpel was
oftentatioufly difplayed in the centre, but the
rule of faith was defined by the Papal and lm-
perial minifters, who moderated the thirteen fef-
fions of the council of Chalcedon **. Their par-
tial interpofition filenced the intemperate fhouts
and execrations, which degraded the epifcopal
gravity; but, on the formal accufation of the
legates, Diofcorus was compelled to defcend from
his throne to the rank of a criminal, already con-
demned in the opinion of his judges. The Orien-
tals, lefs adverfe to Neftorius than to Cyril, acs
Ceptcd the Romans as their deliverers: Thrace,
and Pantus, and Afia, were exafperated againft
the murderer of Flavxan and the new patriarchs
of Conftantinople and Antioch fecured their pla-
ces by the facrifice of their benefattor. The
bifhops of Paleftine, Macedonia, and Greece;
were attached to the faith of Cyril; but in the
face of the {fynod, in the heat of the battle, the.
leaders, with their obfequlous train, pafled from
the right to the left wing, and decided the:
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victory by this{eafonable defertion. Of the feven-
teen fuffragans who failed from Alexandria, four
were tempted from their allegiance, and thir-
teen, falling proftrate. on the ground, implored
the mercy of the council with fighs and tears,
and a pathetic declaration, that, if they yielded,
they fhould be maffacred on their return to
Egypt by the indignant people. A tardy repent-
ance was allowed to expiate the guilt or error
of the accomplices of Diofcorus: but their fins
were accumulated on his head; he neither afked
nor hoped for pardon, and the moderation of
thofe who pleaded for a general amnefty, was
drowned in the prevailing cry of vicory and
revenge. To fave the reputation of his late ad-
herents, fome perfonal offences were {kilfully de-
tected; his rath and illegal excommunication of
the pope, and his contumacious refufal (while
he was detained a prifoner) to attend the fum-
mons of the fynod. Witnefles were introduced
to prove the fpecial facts of his pride, avarice,
and cruelty; and the fathers heard with abhor-
rence, that the alms of the church were lavifhed
on the female dancers, that his palace, and even his
bath, was open to the proftitutes of Alexandria,
and that the infamous Panfophia, or Irene, was
publicly eatertained as the concubine of the
patriarch . ’

ciap,
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For thefe fcandalous offences Diofcorus was de- g of
~pofcd by the fynod, and banifhed by the emperor: Chaledon.

but the purity of his faith was declared in the pre-
fence, and with the tacit approbation, of the
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c u a p. fathers. Their prudence fui;pofed rather than pro-

XLVIL

.nounced the herefy of Eutyches, who was never
“fummoned before their tribunal; and they fat
filent and abathed, when a bold Monophyfite,

<cafting at their feet a volume of Cyril, challenged
them to anathematize in his perfon the doctrine of
the faint. If we fairly perufe the acts of Chalcedon

" as they are recorded by the orthodox party **,

we fhall find that a great majority of the bifhops,
embraced the fimple unity of Chrift; and the am-
bigueus conceflion, that he was formed oF or
FRON two natures, might imply either their pre-
vious exiftence, or their fubfequent confufion, or
fome dangerous interval between the conception
of the man and the affumption of the God. The
Roman theology , more pofitive and precife,
adopted the term moft offenfive to the ears of the
Egyptians, that Chrift exifted IN two natures;
and this momentous particle ** (which the me-

. mory, rather than the underftanding, muft retain )

had almoft produced a fchifm among the Catholic
bifthops. The tome of Leo had been refpectfully,
perhaps fincerely, fubfcribed: but they protefted,
in two fucceffive debates, that it was neither ex-
pedient nor. lawful to tranfgrefs the facred land-
marks which had been fixed at Nice, Conftanti-
nople,, and Ephefus, according to the rule of
fcripture and tradition. At length they yielded to
the importunities of their mafters, but their infal-
lible decree, after it had been ratified with deli-
‘berate votes and vehement acclamations-, was
overturned in the ncxt feflion by the oppofition
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of the legates 'md their Oriental friends. It was .cu A v.
in vain that a mulutude of epifcopal voices re- XLVIL
peated in chorus, © The definition: of the fa-
% thers is orthodox and immutable! The heretics
« are now difcovered ! Anathema to the Nefto-
¢ rians! Let them depart from the fynod! Let them
« repair to Rome *;” The legates threatened,
the emperor was abfolute, and a committee of
cighteen bifhops prepared a new decree, which
was impofed on the reluctant affembly. In the
name of the fourth general council, the Chrift in
one perfon, but intwo natures, was announced to
the Catholic world: an invifible line was drawn
between the herefly of Apollinaris and the faith of
St. Cyril; and the road to paradife, a bridge as .
fharp as a razor, was fufpended over the abyfs
by the malter-hand of the theological artift. During
ten centuries of blindnefs and fervitude, Europe
received her religious opinions from the oracle of
the Vatican; and the fame doérine, already var-
nifhed with the ruft of antiquity, was admitted
without difpute into the creed of the reformers,
who difclaimed the fupremacy of the Roman pon-
tiff. The {fynod of Chalcedon fill triumphs in the
proteftant churches; but the ferment of controverly
has fubfided, and the moft pious Chriftians of the
prefent day are ignorant or carelefs of their own
belief concerning the myftery of the incarnation.

Far different was the temper of the Greeks and
Egyptians under the orthodox reigns of Leo and Difcord of
‘Marcian. Thofe pious emperors enforced with 5%
arms and ediéts the fymbol of their faith ”: and  s51—asa



LHAP
XLVIL

256 THE DECLINE AND FALL

it was declared by the conicience or honour of
five hundred bifhops, thatthe decrees of the fynod
of Chalcedon might be lawfully fupported, even
with blood. The Catholics obferved with fatis-
faction, that the fame {ynod was odious both to
the Neftorians and the Monophyfites **; but the
Neltorians were lefs angry, or lefs powerful, and
the Halt was diftracted by the obftinate and fan-
guinary zeal of the Monophyfites. Jerufalem was

“occupied by an army of monks; in the name of

the one incarnate nature, they pillaged, they
burnt, they murdered; the fepulcbre of Chrft
-‘was defiled with blood ; and the gates of the city
‘were guarded in tumultuous rebellion againft the
troops of the emperor. After the difgraceand exile of
Diolcorus, the Egyptians ftill regretted their {piri-

~tual father; and detefted the ufurpation of his fuc-

ceflfor, who was introdiiced by the fathers of Chal-
cedon. The throne of Proterius was fupported by -
a guard of two thoufand foldiers ; he waged a five
years war againft the people of Alexandria; and
on the firft intelligence of the death of Marcian,
he became the viétim of their zeal. On the third
day before the feftival of Eafter, the patriarch
was befieged in the cathedral, and murdered in
.the baptiltery. The remains of his mangled corpfe
were delivered to the flames, and his afhes to the
wind : and the deed was infpired by the vifiom
of a pretended angel; an ambitious monk , who,
under the name of Timothy the Cat *’, fucceeded
to the place and opinions ‘of Diofcorus. This
deadly fuperftition was inflamed , on cither fide,
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by the principle and tbz praice of retaliation: ¢t 4 v,
in the purfuit of a metaphyfical quarrel, many gLviz
thoufands ”* were flain, and the Chriftians of every

degree were deprived of the fubftantial enjoyments-

of focial life, and of the invifible gifts of baptifm

and the holy communion. Perhaps an extrava-

gant fable of the times may conceal an allegorical -

pi¢ure of thefe fanatics, who tortured each other,

and themfelves, « Under the confulthip of Ve«

“ pantius and Celer,” fays a grave bifhop, *the Co
¢ people of Alexandria, and all Egypt, were

* feized with a firange and diabolical frenzy:

% great and fmall, flaves and freedmen, monks

“ and clergy, the natives of the land, who op-

“ pofed the fynod of Chalcedon, loft their fpeech

 and reafon, barked like dogs, and tore, with

 their own teeth, the flefh from their hands and

“ arms ".” .

The difordets of thirty years at length produced the Henotie
the famous HeNoTICON" of the emperor Zend,:‘:"b‘_’fgz‘_"'
which in his reign, and in that of Anaftafius,
tvas figned by all the bifliops of the Eaft. under
the penalty of degradation and exile, if they
rejected or infringed this falutary and fundamental
law. The clergy may fmile or groan at the pre-
fumption of a layman who defines the articles
of faith; yet if he ftoeps o the humiliatihg tafk,
his mind is lefs infected by prejudice or intereft,
and the authority of the magiftrate can only be
maintained by the concord of the pecple. It is
in ecclefiaftical ftory, that Zeno apprats leaft -
sontemptible; and I am not able to difcern any

Vor. VIL
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Manichzan or Eutichian guilt in the generous
faying of Anaftafius, that it was unworthy of an
emperor to perfecute the worfhippers of Chrift and
the crtizens of Rome. The Henoticon was moft
pledfing to the Egyptians; yet the -fmalleft ble:
mifh has not been defcribed by the jealous; and
even jaundiced , eyes of our orthodox fchoolmen;
and it accurately reprefents the Catholic faith of
the incarnation, without adopting or difclaiming
the peculiar ‘terms or tenets of the hoftile feéts.
A folemn anathema is pronounced againft Nefto:

rius and Eutyches; againft all heretics by whom!

€hrift is divided, or confounded, or reduced to
a phantonr.  Without defining the number or the
article of the word natue, the pure fyftem of S.
Cyril; the faith of Nlce, Conftantinople, and
Ephefus , is refpectfully confirmed’; but, mftead

. of bowing at the name of the fourth council,

the fubject is difmiffed by the cenfure of all'con-
trary dodtrines , if any fuch ‘have been taught
tither elfewhere or at Calcedon. “Under this am?
biguous expreﬁion the friends and the enemtes
of the laft fynod might unite in a filent embrace:
The moft reafonable Chriftians acqulcfced in .this
mode of toleration ; but their reafon was feeble
and inconftant, and their obedience was defpifed
as timid and fervile by the vehement fpiric of
their brethren. On a fubjec which engroffed the
thoughts and difcourfes of men, it was difficult
to preferve an exact neutrality; a book “afermon,
a prayer, rekindled the flame of controverfy,
and the bonds of communion were alternately
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broken and renewed by the private animofity of ¢ w.a-p/
the bithops. The fpacé between Neftorius and xwvin
Eutyches - was filled by a. tboufand fhades of
language and opinion ; the acephali ' of Egypt,
and the Roman pontiffs, of equal'valour ; though
of unequal ftrength, may be¢ found at the two '
extremities of the theological fcale. The acephali, .
without a king ora bifhop ; were feparated above
three hundred years from the patriarchs of Alex-
andria, who had accepted the communion of
Conftantinople, without exacting a formal con-
demnation of the fynod of Chalcedon. For ac- |
cepting the communion of Alexandria, withouta '/
formal approbation of the fame fynod, the pa« !
triarchs of Conftantinople were anathematifed by
the popes. Their inflexible defpotifim involved
the molt orthodox of the Greek churches in this
fpiricual contagion, demed or doubted the validity
of their facraments ”*, and fomented, thirty-five
years, the fchifm of the- Eaft and W eﬂ: ‘till they i
finally abolifhed the memory of four Byzantme
pontiffs, who had dared to oppofe the fupremacy
of St. Peter . Before -that period, the pre-
earious ‘truce of Confatitinople and Egypt had
been violatéd by the Zeal of the rival prelates.
Macedonius, who was fulpé&ed of the Neftorian
herefy , aflerted:, in difgrace and exile, the fynod
of Chalcedon , while the facceffor of Cynl would
have purchaféd its overthrow with a bribe of two
thoufand- pounds of gold. -

In the fever of the times, the fenfe of rather The Trifs-

the found, of a fyllable , was Saffiient to difturl Eon. "ed e
S 23 ’
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omar the peace of an empire. The Trisacton 7*
xLvir. (thrice holy ), « Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
6l the death & of Hofts! ” is fuppofed , by the Greeks, to

of Anaftafius,

A. D.

be the identical hymn which the angels and

‘g08--=¢18. cherubim eternally repeat beforc the throne of

God, and which, about the middle of the fifth
century , was miraculoufly revealed to the church
of Conftantinople. ‘The devotion of Antioch
foon added, “ who was crucified for us! ” and
this grateful addrefs, either to Chrift alone, or
to the whole Trinity, may be juftified by the
rules of theology , and has been gradually adopted
by the Catholics of the Eaft and Weft. But it
had been imagined by a Monophyfite bifhop™ ;
the gift of an enemy was at firlt rejected as a dire
and dangerous blafphemy, and the rafh innova-
tion had nearly coft the emperor Apaftafius his
throne and his life *. The people of Conftanti-
nople was devoid of any rational principles of
freedom : but they held, as a lawful caufe of
rebellion ; the colour of a livery in the races, or
the colour of a myftery in the fchools. The
Trifagion, with and without this obnoxious ad-
dition, was chaunted in the cathedfal by two
adverfe choirs, and, when their lungs were ex-
haufted, they had recourfe to the more folid
arguments of flicks and ftones:. the aggreffors
were punifhed by the emperor, and defended by
the patriarch; and the crown and mitre were
ftaked on the event of this momentous quarrel.
The fireets were_inftantly crowded with innu-

* merable fwarms of men, women, and children;
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the legions of monks, in regular array, marched, cma e’
" and fhouted , and fought at their head. « Chrif- xrvir
« tians ! thisis the day of martyrdom ; let us not
& defert our fpiritual father; anathema to the
« Manichzan tyrant! he is unworthy to reign. ”
Such was the Catholic cry; and the gallies of
Anaftafius lay upon their oars before the palace,
till the patriarch had pardoned his penitent, and
hufhed the waves ofthe troubled multitude. The
- triumph of [VIacedonius was checked by a fpeedy
exile ; but the zeal of his flock was again exafpe-
rated by the fame queftion, ¢ Whether one of
¢ the Trinity had been crucified? ” On this mo-
mentous occafion ; the blue and green factions of
Conftantinople fufpended their difcord, and the
civil and military powers were annihilated in their
prefence. The keys of the city, and the ftand-
ards of the.guards, were depofited in the forum
of Conftantine, the principal ftation and camp
of the faithful. Day and night they were incefs
fantly bufied either in finging hymns to the ho-
nour of their God, or in pillaging and murdering
the fervants of their prince. The head of his
favourite monk, the friend, as they ftyled him,
of the enemy of the Holy Trinity , was’ borne
aloft on a fpear; and the firebrands which had
been darted againft heretical ftructures, diffufed
the undiftinguithing flames over the moft orthodox
buildings. The ftatues of the emperor were broken,
and his perfon was concealed in a fuburb, till,
at the end of three days, he dared to implore the
mercy of his lubjects. thout his %ladem and
3
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¢ u AP in the pofture of afypphiant, Anaftafius appeared
XLvIL on the throneof the circus. The Catholics, before
his face’, rehearfed their genuiné. Trifagion ;
they exulted in the offer which he proclaimed by
the voice of ‘a herald, of abdicating the pur-
ple; they liftened to the admonition, that, fince
all could not reign , they fhould " previoufly
agree in the choice of a fovereing; and they
accepted the blood of two unpopular minifters ,
whom their mafter ,/ without hefitation, con-
demned to the lions. Thefe furious but tranfient
feditions were encouraged by the fuccels of
Vitalian, who, with an army of Huns and Bul-
garians, for the moft part idolaters, declared himfelf
the champion of the Catholic faith. In this pious
yvebellion he depopulated Thrace, befieged Con-
ftantinople,” exterminated fixty-five thoufand of
his fellow - Chriftians, till he obtained the recall
of the bifhops, the fatisfadion of the pope, and
the eftablilhment of the council of Chalcedon,
. an orthodox .treaty, relu@antly figned by the
" dying -Anaftafius; ardd more faithfully performed
Pirk religious by the uncle of Juftinian. And fuch was the
X"D s1q.  EVEDE of the firf# of the religious wars, which
have. been waged in the mame, and by the difs.

ciples, of the God of Peace ”’.
Theol 'gical Juftinian has been already fecn in the various -
:::‘;::a::‘ lights of a prince, a _conqueror, and a law-
of Jultinian, giver: the theologian *° flill remains, and it af-
A-D.  fords an unfavqurable prejudice, that his theo-
logy’thould form a.very prominent feature of his
portrait, The fovereign fympathifed with his
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fubje@®s in their fuperftitious reverence for living
and departed faints; his Code, and more efpe-
cially his Novels, confirm and enlarge the privi-
leges of the clergy; and in every difpute be-
tween a monk and 2 layman, "the partial Judgc
was inclined to pronounce, that truth, and inno-
cence, and juftice, were always on the fide of
‘the church. In his public and private devotions,
the emperor. was afliduous and exemplary; his
prayers, vigils, and fafts, difplayed the auftere
penance of a monk; his fancy was amufed by
the hope, or belief, of perfonal infpiration;
he had fecured the patronage of the Virgin and
St. Michael the archangel; and his ‘recovery
from a dangexous difeafe . was alcribed to the
miraculous {uccour. of .the boly martyrs Cofmas
and Damian, The capital and the provinces of the
Eaft were decorated with the monuments of his
religion **; and, though the far greater part of
thefe coftly ftruures may be attributed to his
tafte or oftentation, the zeal of the royal archite&®
was probably quickened by a geauine fenfe of
love and gratitude towards his invifible benefac.

CHAP.
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tors.'! Among the titles of Imperial greatnefs, .

the name of Pious was moft pleafing to his car;
to promote the temporal and fpiritual intereft of
the church, was the ferious bufinefs of his life;
and the duty of father of his country was often
facrificed to that of defender of the faith. The

controverfies of the times were congenial to his ' -

temper and underflanding; and the theological
profeffors muft inwardly deride the diligence of a
: . S e
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ftranger, who cultivated their art and neglected

his own. “ What can ye fear,” faid a bold con-
fpirator to his affociates, *from your bigoted
¢ tyrant? Sleeplefs and unarmed he fits whole
* nights in his clofet, debating with reverend
« greybeards, and turning over the pages of ec-

# clefiaftical volumes **.* The fruits of thefe
- Jucubrations were difplayed in many a confer-.

ence, where Juftinian might fhine as the Joudeft
and moft fubtle of the difputants; in many a
fermon, which, under the pame of edi®s and
epiftles, proclalmed to the empire the theology
of their mafter. While the Barbarians invaded

- the provinces, while the victorious legions march- -

ed under the banners of Belifarius and Narfes,
the fucceffor of Trajan, unknewn to the eamp,

~ was content ta vanquifh at the head of a fynod.
Had he invited to thefe fynods a difinterefted

and rational fpedator, Juftinian might have learn.
ed, * that religious controverly is the offspring
% of arrogance and folly; that true piety is moft
% laudably exprefled by filence and fubmiffion;
® that man ignorant of his own nature, fhould
% not prefume to fcrutinife the nature of his

* God; and, that it is fufficient for us to know, -
¢ that power and benevolence are the perfed -

€ attributes of the Deity *.”

. Toleration was not the virtue of thé times ,
and indulgence to rebels has feldom been the vir-
tug of princes, But when the prince defcends
to the narrow and peevifh charadter of a difputs

pot, he s cafily provoked to fupply the defed -
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of argument by the plenitude of power,and to chaf- cua».
tife without mercy the perverfe blindnefs of thofe xwvm.
who wilfully fhut their eyes againft the light of de-
monftration. The reign of Juftinian was an uniform,
yet various fcene of perfecution; and he appears
to have furpaffed his indolent predeceffors, both
in the contrivance of his laws and the rigour of of herediess
their execution. The infufficient term of three
months was affigned for the converfion or exile
of all heretics **; and if -he ftill connived at their
precarious ftay, they were deprived, under hisiron
yoke, not only of the benefits of fociety, but of the -
common birth-right of men and Chriftians. At the
end of fourhundred'years, the Montanifts of Phry-
gia ** ftill breathed the wild enthufiafm of perfec-
tion and prophecy , which they had imbibed from
their male and female apoftles, the {pecial organs
of the Paraclete. On the approach of the Catho-
lic priefts and foldiers, they grafped with ala-
crity the crown of martyrdom; the conventicle
“and thercongregation perifhed in the flames, but
thefe primitive fanatics were not extinguifhed
three hundred years after the death of their tyrant.
Under the protection of the Gothic confederates,
the church of the Arians at Conftantinople had .
braved the feverity of the laws: their clergy
equalled the wealth and magnificence of the
fenate; and the gold and filver which were feized
by the rapacious hand of Juftinian might perhaps
be claimed as the {poils of the provinces and the
trophies of the Barbarians. A fecret remnant of of paganss
pagavs, who fill lurked in the moft refined and *
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the moft rultic conditions of mankind, excited

-the indignation of the Chriftians, who were per- |
. baps unwilling that any ftrangers fhould be the

witnefles of their inteftine quarrels. A bifhop
was named as the inquifitor of the faith, and

bis diligence foon difcovered in the court and

city , the magiftrates, lawyers, phyficians, and
fophifts, who ftill cherifhed the fuperftition of
the Greeks. They were fternly informed that
they muft chufe without.delay between the dif-
pleafure of Jupiter or Jultinian, and that their
averfion to the gofpel could no longer be dif-
guifed under the fcandalous mafk of indifference
or impiety. The patrician Photius perhaps alone
was refolved to live and to die like his anceftors:
be enfranchifed himfelf with the ftroke of a
dagger, and left his tyrant the poor confolation
of expofing with ignominy the lifelels corpfe of
the fugitive. His weaker brethren fubmitted
to their earthly monarch, underwent the cere-
mony of baptifm, and laboured, by their ex-
traordinary zeal, to eraze the fufpicion, or to
expiate the guilt, of idolatry. The native coun.
try of Homer, and the theatre of the Trojan

-war, ftill retained the laft fparks of his mytho-
‘ logy: by the care of the fame bifhop, feventy

thoufand Pagans were detected and converted in
Afia , Phrygia, Lydia, and Caria; ninety-fix
churches, were built for the new profelytes ;
and linen veftments, bibles, and liturgies, and
vafes of gold and filver, were fupplied by the
pious munificence of Juftinian *. The Jews, who
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had been gradually firipped of ‘their immunities,
were opprefled by a vexatious law, which com-

CHAPD
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pelled them to obferve the feftival of Eafter the

fame' day on which .it was celebrated by the
Chriftians . And they might complain with
the more reafon, fince the Catholics ‘themfelves
did not agree with the aftronomical calculations
of their foverejng : the people of Conftantinople
delayed the beginning of their Lent a whole
week after it had been ordained by authority;
‘and they had the pleafure of fafting feven days,
while meat was expofed for fale by the command
-of the emperor. The Samaritans of Paleftine *
were a motley race, an .ambiguous fet, rejedted
as Jews by the Pagans, by the Jews as fchifmatics,
and by the Chriftians as idolaters. The abomi-
mnation of the crofs had already been planted on
their holy mount of Garizim *’, but the perfecu-
tion of Juftinian offered only the alternative of
baptifm or rebellion. They chofe the latter:
under the ftandard of a defperate leader, they
rofe in arms, and retaliated their wrongs on the
lives, the property, and the temples of a defence-
lefs people. The Samaritans were finally fubdued
by the regular forces of the Eaft: twenty thoufand
were flain, twenty thoufand were fold by the
-Arabs tb the infidels of Perfia and India, and the
yemains of that unhappy nation atoned for the
ciime of treafon by the fin of hypocrify. It has
been computed that one hundred thoufand Roman
fubjedts were extirpated in the Samaritan war *°,
which converted the once-fruitful province into 2

’ of Samari-

tans.
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defolate and fmoking wildernefs. But in the creed
of Juftinian, the guilt of murder could not be
applied to the flaughtér of unbelievers; and he
pioufly laboured to eftablith with fire and fword
the unity of the Chriftian faith ™",

With thefe fentiments , it was mcumbcut on
him, at leaft, to be always in the right. In the
firlt years of his adminiftration, he fignalifed his
zeal as the difciple and patron of orthodoxy : the
reconciliation of the Greeks and Latins eftablithed
the tome of St. Leo as the creed of the emperor
and the empire; the Neftorians and Eutychians
were expofed, on cither fide, to the double edge
of perfecution ; and the four {ynods , of Nice,
Conftantinople , Ephefus, and Chalcedon , were
ratified by the code of a Catholic lawgiver *.
But while Juftinian firove to maintain the uni-
formity of faith and worfhip, his wife Theodora,
whofe vices were not incompatible with devotion,
had liftened to the Monophyfite teachers; and
the open or clandeftine enemies of the church
revived .and multiplied at the fmile of their
gracious patronefs. The capital, the palace, the
nuptial bed, were torn by fpiritual difcord; yet.
fo doubtful was the fincerity of the royal conforts,
that their feeming difagreement was imputed by
many to a fecret and mifchievous confederacy
againt the religion and happinefs of their people ".
The famous difpute of the THREE CHAPTERS °
which has filled more volumes than it deferves
lines , is deeply marked with this fubtle and
difingenuons fpirit. It was now three hundred

\
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years fince the body of Origen *’ had been eaten ¢ a ».
by the worms: his foul, of which he held the xivin
pre-exiftence , was in the hands of its Creator, but
his writings were eagerly perufed by the monks
of Paleftine. " In thefe writings, the piercing eye
of Juftinian defcried more than ten metaphyfical
érrors; and the primitive doctor, in the company
of Pythagoras and Plato, was devoted by the
clergy to the eternity of hell-fire, which he had
prefumed to deny. Under the cover of this pre-
cedent , a treacherous blow was aimed at the
council of Chalcedon. The fathers had liftened
‘without impatience to the praife of Theodore of ,
. Mopfueftia **: and their juftice or indulgence
had reftored both Theodoret of Cyrrhus, and
Ibas of Edeffa, to the communion of the church.
But the chara@ers of thefe Oriental bifhops were
tainted with the reproach of herefy; the firft had
been the mafter, the two others were the friends,
of Neftorius : their moft {ufpicious paffages were
accufed under the title of the three chapters ; and
the condemnation of their memory muft involve
the honour of a fynod, whofe name was pro-
nounceéd with fincere or affected reverence by the
~ Catholic world. If thefe bithops, whether innocent
or guilty, were annihilated in the fleep of death,
they would not probably be awakened by the
clamour, which after an hundred years was raifed
over their grave. If they were already in the
fangs of the demon, their torments could neithes
be aggravated nor affiaged by human induftry.
If in the company of faints and angels they
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enjoyed the rewards of piety, they muft'have fuviled -
at the idle fury of the theological :infets iwho
fiill’ crawled "on the furface of the earth. The
foremoft of thefe infes, the emperor of the
Romans, darted his fting, and diftilled bhis venom,
perbaps without - difcerning the true motives of -
Theodora and- her ecclefiaftical fa@tion. The
vi@tims were no loriger fubjeé to his power, and-
the veherient ftyle of his edi@s could only pro- -
chim théir damnation, "and invite the clergy of
the Eaft to join in a full chorus of curfes and-
anathemas. The Eaft , with fome hefitation ,-
cenfented to the voice of her fovereign: the fifth-
general council, of three patriarchs and one hun-
dred and fixty-five bifhops, was held at Conftan-
tinople; dnd the authors, as well-as the defenders,
of the thtee chapters were feparated from the
communion of the faints, and folemnly delivered
to the prince of darknefs. But the: Latin churches
were more jealous of the honoir of Leo and the

{ynod of Chalcedon; and if they had fought as.

they ufsally “did urder the ftandard of.Rome,.
they might have prevailed in the caufe of reafOn
and humanity. But their chief was a prifoner in:
the hands of the esieriy ; the throne of St. Peter,
which' had béent difgraced by the fimony, was
betrayed by ‘the cowardice ; of Vigilius , who
yielded, after a Jong and inconfiftent fifuggle, to
the defpotifm of Jiltinian and. the fophiftry of
the Greeks. His apoftacy provoked the indigna-
tiof of the Latins, and no more than two bifhops
eould be found whe would impofe their hands
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on his deacon and fucceflfor Pelagius. Yet the .
perfeverance of the popes infenfibly transferred
to their adverfaries the appellation of fchifmatics:
the Nlyrian, African, and Italian churches, were

¢RAN
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opprefled by the civil and ecclefiaftical powers, not'

without fome effort of military force *”; the diftant
Barbarians tranfcribed the creed of the Vaticar,
and in the period of a centary, the fchifm of the
three chapters expired in an obfcure angle of the
Venetian province . But the religious difcontent
of the Italians had already promoted the conquefts
of the Lombards, and the Romans themfelves
were accuftomed to fufpe@® the faith,, and to
deteft the govemment , of their Byza‘ntine’
tyrant.

Juftinian was neither fteady nor confiftent in Herey of
the nice procefs of fixing his volatile opinions and Juttivian,

thofe of his fubje@s. In his youth, he wis offended
by the {lighteft deviation from the orthodox line;
in his old age he tranfgrefled the meafure of tem.
perate herefy, and the Jacobites, not lefs than the
Catholics, were fcandalized by his. declatation,

that the body of Chrift was incorruptible , and
that his manhood was néver fubje& to ary wants
and infirmities, the inheritance of our mortal
. flelh. 'This phantaflic opinion was announced in
the laft edics of Juftinian; and 4t the moment
of his feafonable departure , the clergy had refufed
to fubfcribe , the prince was prepared to-perfecute,
and the people were refolved to fuffer or refift.

A bifhop of Treves, fecure beyond the limits of .

his power, addreffed the monarch of the Eaft

A. D. s64.
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in the language of authority and affe@ion. “ Moft
“ gracious Jultinian, remember your haptifin and
« your creed! Let not your grey hairs be defiled
« with herefy. Recall your fathers from exile,
“ and your followers from perdition. You cannot

% be ignorant that Italy and Gaul, Spain and

« Africa,already deploreyour falland anathematifc
¢ your name. Unlefs, without delay, you deftroy
¢ what you have taught; unlefs you exclaim
¢ with a loud voice, I have erred, 1 have finned,
« anathema to Neftorius, anathema to Eutyches,
< you deliver your foul to the fame flames in
« which they will eternally burn.” He died and
made no fign. *’. His death- reftored in fome
degree the peace of the church, and the reigns of
his four fucceffors, Juftin, -Tiberius, Maurice,
and Phocas, are diftinguifhed by a rare though

+ fortunate vacancy in the ecclefiaftical hiftory of

The Mono.
thelite cone
troverfy ,
A. D. 61s.

the Eaft. ™.

The faculties of fenfe and reafon are leaﬂ: capable
of acting on themfelves; the eye is moft inacceflible
to the fight, the foul to the thought; yet we
think, and evenfeel, thatone will, afole principle
of adtion, 1is effential to a rational and confcious
being. When Heraclius returned from the Perfian -
war, the orthodox hero confulted his bifhops,
whether the Chrit whom he adored, of one
perfon, but of two natures, was actuated by a
fingle or a double will. They replied in the
fingular, and the emperor was ehcouraged to
hope that the Jacobites of F gypt and Syria might
be reconciled by the profcﬂion of ado@rine, moft

certainly
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ccrtainly harmlefs, and moft probably true, fince cua m

it was taught even by the Neftorians themfelves ***.  xLvn.

'The experiment was tried without effe¢t, and the

timid or vehement Catholics condemned even

the femblance of a retreat in the prefence of a

fubtle and audacious enemy. The orthodox (the

prevailing) party devifed new modes of fpeech,

and argument, and interpretation : to either nature

of Chrift, they fpecioufly applied a proper and

diftinct energy; but the difference was no longer

vifible when they allowed that the human and:

the divine will were invariably the fame ***. The

difeafe was attended with the cuftomary fymptoms )

but the Greek clergy, as if fatiate with the

endlefs controverfy of the incarnation, inftilled a

healing counfel into the ear of the prince and

people. They declared themfelves MONOTHELITES

> {afferters of the unity of will] but they treated

tkie words as new, the queftions as fuperfluous;

and recommensded a religious filence as the moft
agreeable to the prudence and charity of the .
gofpel. Thislaw of filence was fucceflively impofed The éanens
by the edhefis or expofition of Heraclius, the type { of H"?;;“"
or model of his grandfon Cdnftans *° ’, and, the The type of
Imperial edi®s were fubfcribed with alacrity or Cuntants
reludtance by the four patriarchs of Rome, Con-* D ek
ftantinople, Alexandria and Antioch. But the

“bithop and monks of Jerufalem founded the alarm

in the language, or even In the filence, of the
Greeks, the Latin churches dete@®ed a latent -
herefy: and the obedience of pope Honorius to

the commands of his fovereign was retracted and
Voi. VIIL
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cenflured by the bolder ignarance of his fucceffors.
They condemned the execrable and abominable
herefy of the Monothelites, who revived the
errors of Manes, Apollinaris, Eutyches, &c. they
figned the fenteace of excommunication on- the
tomb of St. Peter, the ink was mingled with the
Yacramental wine, the blood of Chrift; and no
éeremony was omitted that could fill the fuper-

- ftitious find with horror and affright. As the

reprefentative of the weftern church, pope Martin
and his Lateran fynod anathematifed the perfidious
and guilty filence of the Greeks : one hundred and

five bifhops of Italy, for the moft part the {ubje&s

of Conftans; prefumed to reprobate bis wicked

type and the impious edhefis of his grandfather, and

to confound the authors and their adherents with

‘the twenty-one notorious heretics, the apoftates

from the church, and the organs of the devil.
Such an infult under the tameft reign could net¢
pafs with impunity. Pope Martin ended his days
on the inhofpitable fhore. of the Tauric Cherfo-

‘nefus, and his oracle, the abbot Maximus, was

inhumanly chaftifed by the amputation of his
tongue and his right-hand ™. But the fame
1nv1nc1ble fpirit furvived in their fucceffors, and
the triumph of the Latins avenged their recent.
defeat, and obliterated the difgrace of the three
chapters The fynods of Rome were confirmed
by the fixth general council of Conftantinople,
in the palace and the prefence of a new Conftan-
‘tine, a defcendant of Heraclius.” The royal convert

'converted the Byzaatine . pontff and a majontx
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of the bifhops **’; the diffenters, with their chief
dVlacarius of Antioch, were condemned to the

fpiritual and temporal pains of herefy; the Eaft
* condefcended to accept the leffons of the Weft,
and the creed was finally fettled, which teaches
the Catholics of every age, that two wills or
energies are harmonifed in the perfon of Chrift.

The majeRy of the pope and the Roman fynod -

_ wasreprefented by two priefts, one deacon, and

. three bifhops ; but thefe obfcure Latins had'neithes
arms to compel, nor treafures to bribe, nor lan-
guage to perfuade; and I am ignorant by what
arts. they could determine the lofty emperor of
- the Greeks to abjure the cathechifm of his infancy,
and to perfecute the religion of his fathers. Perhaps
the monks and people of Conftantinople *** were

favourable to the Lateran creed , which is indeed -

the leaft-reafonable of the two: and the fufpicion
is countenanced by the unnatural moderation of
the Greek clergy, who appear in this quarrel to
be confcious of their weaknefs. While the {ynod
debated, a fanatic propofed a more fummary
decifion, by raifing a dead man to life: the prelates
affifted at the trial, but the acknowledged failure
may ferve to indicate; that the paffions and
prejudices of the multitude were not enlifted on
the fide of the Monothelites. In the next generation,
when the fon of Conftantine was depofed and flain
by the difciple of Macarius, they tafted the feaft

-of revenge and dominion: the image or monument -

. of the fixth council was defaced, and the original

ads. wexe eomymisted to the ﬁames But_in the
< Ta
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fecond year, their patron was caft headlong from
the throne, the bithops of the Eaft were releafed
from their occafional conformity , the Roman
faith was more firmly replanted by the orthodox,
fucceflors of Bardanes, -and the fine problems of
the incarnationrwere forgotten in the more popular

Before the end of .the feventh ceptury, the
creed of the incarnation, which had been defined
at Rome and Conftantinople, . was uniformly
preached in the remote .iflands of Britain and
Ireland ***: the fame ideas were entertained, or
rather the fame words were repeated, by all. the
Chriftians whofe liturgy was performed in" the

Greek or the Latin tongue. Their numbers, and

vifible fplendour, beftowed -an imperfe@ claim
to the appellation of Catholics: but in"the Eaft,
they were marked with theé lefs honourable.name

. of Melchites, or Royalifts **’; of men, whofe

faith, inftead of reflting on'the bafis of fcripture,
reafon, or. tradition, had-been eftablifhed, and
was ftill maintained, by the -arbitrary power of
a temporal - monarch. Their adverfaries. might
allege the words of the fathers of Conftantinople,
who profefs themfelves' the flaves of the king;
and they might relate, with malicious joy, how
the decrees of Chalcedon had beenr infpired and
sxeformed By the emperor Marcian and his virgin
bride. The prevailing factian ‘wHl _natorally id-
culcate the duty of fubmiffion , nor-is: it lefs

- natural that diffenters fhould: feel and affest - the

principles of freedom. Under the 1od. of perfecy-

SR
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tion , the Neftorians and Monophyfites degené- ¢ ua'p.
rated into rebels and fugitives; and the moft xwivi.
ancient and ufeful allies of Rome were taught
to confider the emperor not as the chief, but as
the enemy, of the Chriftians. Language, the
leading principle which unites or feparates the
tribes of mankind, foon difcriminaged the feQtaries
of the Ealt, by a peculiar and perpetual badge,
which abolifhed the means of intercourfe and the
hope of reconciliation. The long dominion of Perpetual fe.
the Greeks, their colonies, and, above all, their irors °F
eloquence, 'had propagated a language, doubtlefs feas.
the moft perfect that has been contrived by the
art of man. Yet the body of the people, both
Syria and Egypt, ftill perfevered in the ufe of
their national idioms; - with this difference how- -
ever, that the Coptic was confined to the rude
and illiterate peafants of the Nile, while the
Syriac *°, from the mountains of Affyria to the
Red Sea, was adapted to the higher topics of
poetry and argument. Armenia and. Abyflinia
were infected by the {peech or learning of the
Grecks; and their Barbaric tongues, which have
been revived in the ftudies of modern Europe,
were umntelhglblc to the inhabitants of the
Roman empire. The Syriac and the Coptic, the
Armenian and the Ethiopic, are confecrated in
the fervice of their refpe@ive churches; and their
theology is enriched by domeftic verfions **
both of the fcriptures and of the moft popular
fathers. After a period of thirteen bundred and
fixty years, the fpark of controverfy, firlt kindled

T3
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by a fermen of Neftorius, flill burns in the bofom.
of the Eaft; and the hoftile communions ftill
maintain the faith and difcipline of their founders.
Ih the moft abjed ftate of ignorance, poverty ,
and fervitude, the Neftorians and Monophyfites.
rejet the fpiritual fupremacy of Rome, and
cherifh the' toleration of their Turkifh mafters,
which allows “hem to anathematife, on one .
hand, St. Cyril and the fynod of Ephefus; on
the other, pope Leo and the council of Chalce-
don. The weight which they eaft into the
downfal of the Eaftern empire demands our
notice, and' the reader may be amufed with the
various profpe& of, I. The Neftorians. II. The
Jacobites ***. IIL The Maronites. IV. The Ar-
menians. V. The Copts; and, VI. The Abyffi-
nians. To the three former, the Syriac is eommon;
but of the latter, each is difcriminated by the
ufe of a national idiom. Yet the modern natives
of Armenia and Abyflinia would be incapable
of converfing with their “anceftors ; and the
Chriftians of Egypt and Syria, who reje@ the
religion , have adopted tho language , of the
Arabians. The lapfe of time has fecondéd the
facerdotal arts; and in the Eaft, as well as in the

‘Weft, the Deity is addrefled in an obfolete

L. THE NES-
TORIANS,

tongue, unknown to the majority of the congre-
gatlon .
I. Both in his native and his epifcopal province,
the herefy of the unfortunate Neftorius was {pee-
dily obliterated. The Orjental bithops, who at
Ephefus bhad refifted to his face the arrogance
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of Cyril, were mollified by his tardy-eonceflions.
The fame prelates, or their fucceffors, fubfcribed,

not withont a murmmur, the decrees of Chalce-
~ don; the power of the Monophyﬁtes reconciled
them . with the Catholics i the conformity of
paflion, of intereft, and infenfibly of belief; and
_ their Jak reludtant figh was breathed in the
defence of the three chapters. Their diffenting

* brethren, lefs moderate, or more fincere, were -

crufhed by the penal Jaws; and as early as the
reign of Juftiman, it became difficult to find a
. church of Neflorians within the hmits of the
Roman empire. Beyond thofe limiits they bad
difcovered a new world, m which they mighe
hope for liberty and afpire to conqueft. In Perfia;
notwithRanding the refiftance of the NMagi,
Chriftianity had firuck a deep root , and the
nations of the Ealt rempofed under its falutary
fhade. The catholic, or primate‘, refided in the
capital: 1o his fynods, and in their diocefes, his
metropolitans, bifhops, and clergy, reprcfented
;7the pomp-and order of a regular hiexarchy : they
rejoiced in the increafe of profelytes, who. were

converted from the Zendavefta to the Gofpel, from
the fecular to the monaftic hfe; and their zeal
-was fRimulated by the prefence of an artful and’
formidable enemy. The Perfian church had been-
founded by the miffionaries of Syria; and' their-.
language, dlfcnplme and docrine > were clofe]y
interwoven with its original frame. The catholics
were eleted and ordained by their own’ fuffra--
gans; but their filial dependence on ths: patriarchs:

T 4.
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of Antioch is attelted by the canons of the
Oriental church *’. In the ' Perfian fchool of

Edeffa '**, the rifing generations of the faithful
imbibed their theological idiom ; they ftudied in

"the Syriac verfion the ten thoufand volumes of

"Theodore of Mopfueftia, and they revered the

* apoftolic faith and holy martyrdom of his difci-

ple Neftorius , whofe perfon and language were
equally unknown to the nations beyond the
Tigris. The firkt indelible leffon of Ibas bifhop
of Hdeffa, taught them to execrate the Egyptians,
who, in the fynod of Ephefus, ‘had impioufly
confounded the two natures of Chrift. The flight
of the mafters and Icholars, who were twice
expelled from the Athens of Syria, difperfed a
crowd of miffionaries inflamed by the double
zeal of religion and revenge. And the rigid
unity of the Monophyfites, who, under the
reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius, had invaded the

-thrones of the Eaft, provoked their antagonilts,

in a land of fleedom, to avow a moral, rather
than a phyfical,' union of the two -perfons of
Chrift. Since the firft preaching of the gofpel,.
the Saffanian kings beheld with an .eye of
fufpicion, a racc of aliens and apoftates, who
had embraced the religion, and who -might
favour the caufe, of the hereditary foes of
their country. The royal edi@s had often pro-
hibited their dangerous correfpondence with the
Syrian clergy ; the progrefs of the fchifm was
grateful to the jealous pride of Perozes, and he
liftencd to the cloquence of an artful prelate, whe
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pa}xite& Neforius as the friend of Perfia, and urged CHaA P
him to fecure the fidelity of his Chriftian fubje@s, =xLviL
by granting a jult preference to the victims and
enemies of the Roman tyrant. " 'Fhe Neftorians
compofed a large majority of the clérgy and people:

they were encouraged by the fmile, and armed

with the {word, of defpotifm; yet many of their
woaker brethren were ftartled at the thought of
_breaking loofe from the communion of the Chriftian

world, and the blood of feven thoufand feven
bundred Monophyfites or Catholics, confirmed

the uniformity of faith and difcipline in the churches

of Perfia ', Ther ecclefiaftical inftitutions are
diftinguifhed by a liberal principle of reafon, or

at leaft of policy: the aufterity of the cloyfier

was telaxed and gradually forgotten; “houfes of fole makers

£ Perfia
charity were endowed for the education of orphans , (03

and foundlings; the law of celibacy, .fo forcibly &.
recommended to the Greeks and Latins, wasdifre-
garded by the Perfian clergy; -and the number of
the éle¢t was multiplied by the public and reiterated
nuptials of the priefts, the bifhops, and even the
patriarch himfelf. To this ftandard of natural and
religious freedom, myriads of fugitives reforted
from a]l the provinces of the Eaftern empire: the
narrow bigotry of Juftinian was punifhed by the
emigration of his moft induftrious fubje@s; they .
tranfported into Perfia the arts both .of peaceand
war: and thofe who deferved the favour, were
promoted in the fervice, of a difcerning monarch.
The arms of Nufhirvan and his fiercer grandfon,
_were affifted with advice, and money; and troops,

i

!
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by the defperate fetaries who flill lurked in their
native cities of the Eaft; their zeal was rewarded
with the gift of the Catholic churches: but when
thofe cities and churches weré¢ recovered by
Heraclius , their open profeflion of treafon and
herefy compelled them to feek a refuge m the realm
of their foreign ally. But the feeming tranquillity
of the Neftorians was often endangered , and
fometimes overthrown. They were involved in

" the common evils of Oriental defpotifm: their

enmity to Rome could.not always atone for their
attachment to the gofpel: and a colony of three
hundred thoufand Jacobites, the captives of

"Apamea ‘and Antioch, was permitted to ere& an

hoftile altar in the face of the cgtholic, and in the
funfhine of the court. In his laft treaty , Juflinian
mntroduced fome conditions which tended to enlarge
and fortify the toleration of Chriftianity in Perfia.
The emperor, ignorant of the rights of confcience,
was incapable of pity or efteem for the heretics
who denied the authority of the holy fynods : but
he flattered himfelf that they would gradually
perceive the temporal benefits of union with the
empire and the church of Rome; and if he failed
In exciting their gratitude, he might hope to
provoke the jealoufy of their fovereign. In a
later age, the Lutherans have been busnt at Paris

"and protected in Germany, by the fuperftition and -
. policy of the moft Chriftian king,

The defire of gaming fouls for God, and fubjc&s»

fions in Tar- for the church, has excited in every age the dili-

tary, India,
China , &c.

gence of the Chriftian priefts. From the conquefk -
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of Perﬁa they . carried their {piritval arms to the cH AP

« north, theealt, and the fouth; and the'fimplicity YL‘QI' ;
of the gofpel was fafhioned and painted with the ;o 300,
colours of the Syriac theology. In the fixth
century, according to the report of a Neftorian
traveller **, Chriftianity was fuccefsfully preached
to the Badrians, the Huns, the Perfians, the
Indians, the Perfarmenians, the Medes, and the
Elamites; the Barbaric churches, from the gulf
of Perfia to the Cafpian fea, were almoft infinite;

"~ and their recent faith was confpicuous in the

" number and fanity of their monks and martyrs.
The pepper coalt of Malabar, and the ifles of the
ocean ; Socotora and Ceylan, were peopled with
an encreafing multitude of Chriftians, and the
bifhops and clergy of thofe fequeftered regrons
derived their ordination from the catholic of Baby-
lon. In afubfequent age, the zeal of the Neftorians
overleaped the limits which had confined the
ambition and curiofity both of the Greeks and
Perfians. The miflionaries of Balch and Samarcand
purfued without fear the foot&eps of the roving

« Tartar, and infinuated themfelves into the camps .
of the vallies of Imaus and the banks of the Sélinga.
They expofed a metaphyfical creed to thofeilliterate
fbepherds: to thofe fanguinary warriors, they
recommended humanity and repofe. Yet a khan,
whofe power they vainly mwgmﬁed 1s faid to.
have received at their hands the rites of baptifm
and even of ordination; and the fame of Prefler,
of Presbyter John *** has long amufed the credulity
of Europe. The royal convert was indulged in
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the ufe of a portable altar; but he difpatched an
embafly. to the patriarch, to enquire how, in the
feafon of Lent, bhe fhould abftain from animal
food, and how he might celebrate the eucharift in
a defert that produced neither corn nor wine. In
their progrefs by fea and. land, the Neltorians
entered China by the port of Canton and the
northern refidence of Sigan. Unlike the fenators
of Rome, who affumed with a fmile the charadters
of priefts and augurs, the mandarins, who affe®
in public the reafon of philofophers, are devoted

_ 1n private to every mode of popular fuperftition.

They cherifhed and they confounded the gods of
Paleftine and of India; but'the propagation of
Chriftianity awakened the jealoufy of the ftate,
and after a fhort viciffitude of favour and per-
fecution, the foreign fe expired in ignorance and
oblivion ™**. Under the reign of the caliphs, the
Neftorian church was diffufed from China to Jeru-
falem and Cyprus; and their numbers, with thofe
of the Jacobites, were computed to furpafs the
Greek and Latin communions **’. Twenty-five
metropohtans or archbifhops compofed their hie-
rarchy, but feveral of thefe were difpenfed, by
the diftance and danger of the way, from the duty
of perfonal attendance, on the eafy condition
that every fix years they fhould teflify their faith
and obedience to the catholic or patriarch of Babylon,
a vague appellation, which has been fuccefliv rely
applied to the royal feats of Seléucia, Ctefiphon,
and Bagdad. . Thefe remote branches are long
fince withered, and the old patriarchal trunk **

' -
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is now divided by the Elijahs of Moful, the repre- ¢ u a-e..

fentatives, almoft inlineal defcent, of the genuine xLvir

and primitive fucceffion, the Jaﬁphs of Amlda,

who are reconciled to the church of Rome ™'

and the Simeons of Van or Ormia, whofe revolt

at the head of forty thoufand families, was pro.

moteéd in the fixteenth century by the Sophis of

I’erﬁa The number of three hundred thoufand

is allowed for the whole body of the Neftorians,

who, under the name of Chaldzans or Affyrians,

are confounded with the moft learned or the moft

powerful nation of Eaftern antiquity. -
According to the legend of antiquity , the gofpel The chrifti.

was preached inIndia by St. Thomas ™. At the 3 of St

end of the ninth century , his fhrine, perhapsin the y,gia,

neighbourhood of Madras, was devoutly vifited A D- 883¢

by the ambaffadors “of Alfred, and their return

with a cargo of pearls and fpices rewarded the

zeal of the Englifh monarch, who entertained the

largeft projedts of trade and difcovery **’. When

the Portuguefe firft opened the navigation of India,

the Chriftians of St. Themas had 'been feated for

ages on the coaft of Malabar, and the difference

of their character and colour attelted. the mixture

of a foreign race. In arms, io arts, and poffibly

in virtue, they excelled the natives of Hindoftan

the hufbandmen cultivated the palm-tree, the

merchants were enriched by the pepper trade, the

foldiers preceded ‘the nairs or nobles of Malabar,

and their hereditary privileges ‘wéré refpected by

the gratitude or the fear of the king of Cochin

and the Zamorin hunfelf. They acknowledged L)
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Gentoo fovergign, but they were governed, even
in temporal concerns, by the bifhop of Angamala.
He ftill afferted his ancient title of metropolitan
of India, but his real jurifdition was exercifed in

" fourteen hundred churches, and he was entrufted

A. D, 1500,
&

with the carejof two hundred thoufand fouls.
Their ‘religion would have rendered them the
firmeft and moft cordial allies of the Portuguefe,
but the inquifitors foon difcerned in:the Chriftians
of St. Thomas the unpardonable guilt .of herefy
and fchifm. Inftead of owning themfelves the fub.
jecs of the Roman pontiff, the fpiritual and tem-
poral manarch of the globe, they adhered, like
their anceftors,to the communion of the Ne&onan.
patriarch; and the bifhops whom he ordained at
Moful, traverfed the dangers of the fea and land
to reach their diocefe on the coaft of Malabar. In
their Syriac liturgy , the names of Theodore and
Neftorius were pioufly commemorated ; they united
their adoration of the two. perfons of Chrift; the
title of MIsther of God was offenfive to their ear,

. and they meafured with fcrupulous avarice the
_ honours of the Virgin Mary, whom the fuperftition

of the Latins had almof#t exalted to the rank of a
Goddefs. When her image was firlt prefented to
the difciples of St. Thomas, they indignantly
exclaimed, * We are Chriftians, not idalaters!”
and their ﬁmple devotion was content with the
weneration of the crofs. Their feparation froni the
weftern world had left them in ignorance of the
improvements or corruptions of a' thoufand years ;

-and their conformity with the faith and practice

/
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of the fifth century , would equally difappoint the ¢ x A r.
prejudices of a papift or a proteftant, It was the XLVIE
firft care of the minifters of Rome to intercept.all
correfpondence with the Neftorian patriarch,, and
feveral of his bifhops expired in'the prifons of the
holy office. The flock, without a fhepherd, was
affaulted- by the power of the Portuguefe, . the
arts of the ‘Jefuits, and the zeal of Alexis de
Menezes archbifhop of Goa, in his perfonal vifi- v
tation of the coaft of Malabar The fynod of !
Diamper, at which he prefided , confummated the
pious work of the reunion, and rigoroufly impofed
the ‘dodrine and difcipline of the Roman church ,

. without forgetting auricular confeffion, the ftrongs

«eft engine of ecclefiaftical torture. "[he memory
of Theodore and Neftorius was condemned, and
Malabar was reduced under the dominion df the

-pope, of the primate; and of the Jefuits who

invaded the fee of Angamala or Cranganor. Sixty , p.
years of fervitude and hypocrify were patxent.ly 1599 ~1663
endured; but as foon as the Portuguefe empire

was fhaken by the courage and mdu&ry of the
Dutch, the Neftorians afferted, with vigour and
effe@, the religion of their faéhers The Jefuits

were incapablc of defending the power which they

had abufed: the arms of forty thoufand Chriftians

were pointed aganft their falling tyrants; and the
Indian archdeacon affumed the charaéter of bifhop, .
till a frefh fupply of epifcopal gifts and Syriae
miffionaries could be obtained from the patriarch

of Babylon. Since the expulfion of the Portuguefe,

the Nefborian creed is freely profefled on the coaft
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of Malabar. The trading companies of Holland
and England are the friends of toleration; but if
oppreflion be lefs mortifying than contempt, the
Chriftians of St. Thomas have reafor to complain

of the cold and filent indifference of their brethren.
. of Europe

13¢
.

II. The hiftory of the Monophyfites. is lefs
copious and interefting than that of the Neftorians:

- Under the-reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius, their

artful leaders furprifed the ear of the prince ,ufur.
ped the. thrones of the Eaft, and crufhed on its
native foil the fchool of the Syrians. The rule of
the Monophyfite faith was defined with exquifite
difcretion by Severus patriarch of Antioch; he
condemned, ‘in the ftyle of the Henoticon, the
adverfe herefies, of Neftorius and Eutyches, main.
tained againft the latter the reality of the body of
Chrift, and conftrained the Greeks to allow. that
he was a liar who fpoke truth ***. But the approxi.

- mation of ideas could not abate the vehemence

of paffion; each party was the more aftonifh-
ed that their blind antagonift could ' difpute
on fo trifling a difference; the tyrant of Syna
enforced the belief of his creed, and his reign
was polluted with. the blood of three hundred
and fifty monks, ‘who were flain, not perhaps
svithout pnovocauon or refiftance , under the
walls of Apamea "."The fucceffor of Anaftafius
replanted the. orthodox ftandard in the Eaft :
Severusfled into Egypt; and hisfriend , the cloquent
Xenaias "7, who had efcaped from the Nefto-
rians of Perfia, was fuffocated in his exile by the
Melchites

[} .
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Melchites of Paphlagonia. Fifty-four bifhops were
fwept from their thrones, eight hundred eccle-
fiaftics were caft into prifon "%, and notwith~
ftanding the ambiguous favour of Theodora, the
Oriental flocks, deprived of their fhepherds, ,muft
infenfibly have been either famifhed or poifoned.
In this fpintual diftrefs, the expiring fattion was
revived, and united, and perpetuated, by the
labours of a monk; and the name of James Bara-
dzus "** has been prefervcd in the appellation of
Jacobites, a familiar found which may fartle the
ear of an Englith reader. From the holy confef-
fors in their prifon of Conftantinople, he received
the powers of bifhop of Edeffa and apoftle of
the Eaft, and the ordination of fourfcore thoufand

bithops, priefts, and deacons, is derived from -

the fame inexhauftible fource. The fpeed of the
zealous miffionary was promoted by the fleeteft

CHAR
12418

dromedaries of a devoug chief of the Arabs; the

"dodrine and difcipline of the Jacobites were fes
cretly efltablithed in the dominions of Juftinian;
and each Jacobite was compelled to violate the
laws and to hate the Roman leglﬁator The fuc«
ceffors of Severus; while they lurked in convents
or villages, while they fheltered their profcribed
heads in the caverns of hiermits, or the tents of
the Saracens, flill afferted, as they now aflert,
their indefeafable right to the title, the rank,
and the prerogatives of patriarch of Ant.toch.

under the milder yoke of the infidels, they refide

about a league from Merdin, in thc pleafang
monaltery of Zapharan, which they have embes
Vos. VIIL : \4

-
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lilhed with cells, aquedu&®s, and p]antations.
The fecondary, though honourable place, ¥ fil-
led by the maphrian, who, in his ftation at Moful
itfelf, defies the Neftorian catholic with whom he

‘contefts the primacy of the Eaft. Under the pa-

triarch and the maphrian, one hundred and fifey

, archblﬂmops and bifhops -have been counted in

the different ages of the Jacobite church; but the

‘order of the hierarchy is relaxed or diffolved,

" and the greater part of their diocefes is confined

to the neighbourhood of the Euphrates and the
Tigris. The cities of Aleppo and Amida, which
are often vifited by the patriarch, contain fome
wealthy merchants and’ induftrious mechanics,
but the multitude derive their fcanty fuftenance
from their daily labour: and poverty, as well as
fuperftition, may impofe their exceffive fafts; five
annual lents, during which, both the clergy and
laity abﬁ:am not only flom fleh ‘or eggs, but
even from the tafte of ‘wine, of oil, and of fifh.
Their prefent numbers are efteemed from fifty to
fourfcore thoufand fouls, the remnant of a popu-
Tous church, which has gradually decreafed under
the oppreflion of twelve centuries. Yet in that

. long period, fome ftrangers of merit have been

converted to the Monophyfite faith, and a' Jew
was the father of Abulpharagius *** primate of
the Eaft, fo truly eminent both in his life and
death. In his life, he was an elegant writer of
the-Sy riac and Arabic | tongues , a poet, phyfician,
and hiftorian, a fubtle philofopher, and a mo-

" derate divine. ‘In his death,- his funeral was
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.attended by his rival the Neftorian patriarch, with

a train of Greeks and Armenians, who forgot
their difputes, and mingled their tears over the

.grave of an enemy. The fe¢t which was honour-

ed by the virtues of Abulpharagius appears,
however, to fink below the level of their Nefto-
rian brethren. The fuperfltition of the Jacobites

‘is more abjec, their fafls more rigid **', their in«

teftine divifions are more numerous, and their

dodors (as far as I can meafure the degrees of

nonfenfe) are more remote from the precin@®s of
reafon. Something may poffibly be allowed for
the rigour of the Monophyfite theology ; much
more for the fuperior influence of the monaftic
order, In Syria, in Egypt, in Ethiopia, the Ja-
cgobite monks have ever been diltinguithed by

- the aufterity of their penance and the abfurdity

of their legends. Alive or dead they are wor-
fhipped as the favourites of the Deity ; the crofier
of bifhop and patriarch is referved for their
venerable hands; and they affume the govern.
ment of men, while they are yet reeking with

133

the habits and prejudices of the cloylter ',
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IIL, In the ftyle of the Oriental Chriftians, the fir, Tog

Monothelites of every age are defcribed under

_the appellationt of Maronites ***, a pame which bas
- been infenfibly transferred from an hermit to a
monaltery, from a monaftery to a nation. Maron,

a faint or favage of the fifth century, difplayed

MARON-
1T Els.

his religious madnefs in Syria; the rival cities of -

- Apamea and Emefa difputed his relics, a ftately

church was erected en his tomb, and fix hundred
V 2
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‘of his difciples united their folitary cells on’ the
‘banks of the Orontes. In the controverfies of

the incarnation, they nicely threaded the ortho-

‘dox line between the fects’ of Neftorius and
‘Eutyches; but the unfortunate queftion of one

will or operation in the two natures of Chnift,
was' generated by their curious I¢ifure. Their
profelyte, the emperor Heraclius, was rejected
as a [Maronite from the walls of Emefa; he found
a refuge in the monaftery of his brethren; and
their theological lefflons were repaid with the

- ‘gift of a fpacious and wealthy domain. The

‘name and do&rine of this venerable {chool were

propagated among the Greeks and Syrians, and
their zeal is expreffed by Macarius patriarch of
Antioch, who declared before the {fynod. of Con-

~ﬂzmtmop]e, that fooner than fubfcribe the two
“wills of Chrift, he would fubmit to be hewn
‘piece-meal and caft into the fea

134

A fimilar or
a lefs cruel mode of perfecution foon converted

" the unrefifting fubjeds of the plain, while the
‘glorious title of Mardaites

3 or rebels, was

bravely maintained by the hardy natives of mount
Libanus. John Maron, one of the moft learned
and popular of the monks, aflumed the character
of patriarch of Antioch; his nephew Abraham,
at the head of the Maronites, defended their
civil and religious freedom againft the tyrants of

“the Eaft: The fon of the ortliodox Conftantine

purfued, with pious hatred, a people of foldiers,

. who might have ftood the bulwark of his em-
pire ‘againft the common foes of Chrift and of
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Rome. An army of Greeks invaded Syria; the
monaltery of St. Maron wus deliroyed with
fire; the braveft chieftains were betrayed and
murdered, and twelvé thoufand of their fol-
lowers were tranfplanted to the diftant froutiers
of Armenia and Thraee. Yet the humble na-
tion of the Maronites has furvived the empire
of Conftantinople, and they fiill enjoy, under
their Turkifh mafters, a free religion and a mi-
tigated fervitude:. Their domeftic governors are
- chofen among the ancient nobility; the patriarch
in his monaftery of Canobin, {till fancies himfclf

on the throne of Antioch; nine bifhops compofc

his fynod, and one hundred and fifty. priefts ,
who retain the hberty of marriage, are entrufted
with the care of one hundred thoufand fouls.
Their country extends from the ridge of mount
Libanus to the fhores of Tripoli; and the gra-
dual defcent affords, in a narrqw fpace, each
variety of foil and climate, from the Holy Cedars,
erect under the weight of fnow ', to the vine,
the mulbcrry, and the olive trees of the f;‘mtfu}
valley. In the twelfth century, the Maronites,

abjuring the Monothelite error, were reconciled
to the Latin churches of Antioch and Rome **’,
and the fame alliance has been frequently renewed

by the ambition of the popes and the diftrefs of

the Syrians.. But it may reafonably be quef
tioned, whether their union has ever been per-
fec or fincere; and the learned Maronites of the
college of Rome have vainly laboured to abfolve
their anceftars from the guilt of herefy and fchifm'’

‘ Vs

!
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IV. Since the age of Conftantine, the ARME-
NianNs **” had fignalifed their attachment to the
religion and empire of the Chriftians. The difor-
ders of their country, and their ignorance of the
Greek tongue, prevented their clergy, from affift-
ing at the fynod of Chalcedon, and they floated
eighty-four years **° in a ftate of mdlfference or
fulpenfe, till their vacant faith was ﬁnally oc-
cupied by the miffionaries of Julian of Halicar-
naffus '**, who in Egypt, their common exile,
had been vanquithed by the arguments or the
influence of his rival Severus, the Monophbyfite
patrlarch of Antioch. The Armenians alone are

the pure difciples of Eutyches, an unfortunate
parent, who has been renounced by the greater
part of his fpiritual progeny. They alone per.
fevere in the opinion, that the manhood of Chrift
was created, or exifted without creation, of a
divine and incorruptible fubftance.. Their adver.
faries reproach them with' the adoration of a
Phantom; and they retort the' accufation, by
deriding or execrating the blafphemy of the Ja-
cobites, who impute to the Godhead the vile
infirmities of the flefh, even the natural effeéts of
putrition and digeftion. The religion of Armenia
could not derive much glory from the learning
‘or the power of its inhabitants. Theroyalty expired

-with the origin of their fchifm, and their Chriftian

kings, who.arofe and fell in the thirteenth cen-
tury on the confines of Cilicia, were the clients, of
the Latins and the vaflals of the Turkifh foltan
‘of Iconium. The helplefs nation has feldom beea
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permxtted to cnjoy the tranquillity of ferwtude
‘From the earlieft period to the prefent hour, Ar-,
menia has been the theatre of perpetual war;
the lands between Tauris and Erivan were dif-
peopled by the cruel policy of the Sophies; and
myriads of Chriftian families were tranfplanted,

to perifh or to propagate in the diftant provinces |

of Perfia. Under the rod of oppreflion, the zeal
of the Armenians is fervent and intrepid: whey

have often preferred the crown of martyrdom to -

the white turban of Mahomet; they devoutly
hate the error and idolatry of the Greeks; and
their tranfient union with the Latins is not lefs

devoid of truth, than the thoufand bifhops whom

their patriarch offered at the feet of the Roman
pontiff '**. The catholic or patriarch of the Ar-
menians refides in the monaftery of Ekmiafin,
three leagues from Erivan. Forty-feven arch-
bifhops, each of whom may claim the obedience
of four or five fuffragans, are confecr\atcd by his
band; but the far greater part are only titular
- prelates, who dignify with their prefence and

CHAP,
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fervice the fimplicity of his court. As foon'as'

they have performed the liturgy, they cultivate
the garden; and .our bifhops will hear with fur-

- prife, that the aufterity of their life encreafes in

juft proportion to the elevation of their rank. In’

the fourfcore thoufand towns or villages of his

fpiritual emplre, the patriarch receives a fmall

and voluntary tax from each perfon above the

age of fifteen; but the annual amount of fix

hundred thoufand crowns is infufﬁcii;xt to fupply
[ 4

.
o - .
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the inceffant demands of charity and tribute, Since
the beginning of the laft century, the Armenians
have obtained a large and lucrative fhare of the
commerce of the Eaft: in their return from Eu.
vope, the caravan ufually halts in the neighbour.
hood of Erivan, the altars are enriched with the
fruits of their patient induftry; and the faith of
Eutyches is preached in their recent congregas
tic® of Barbary and Poland ***.

V. In the reft of the Roman empire, the def-
potifm of the prince might eradicate or filence

. the fedaries of an obnoxious creed. But the
ftubborn temper of the Egyptians maintained

their oppofition to the fynod of Chalcedon, and
the policy of Juftinian condefcended to expect
and to feize the opportunity of difcord. The
Monophyfite church of Alexandria *** was torn
by the difputes of the corruptibles and incorruptia
bles, and ou the death of the patriarch, the two
fattions upheld their refpective candidates **’.
Gaian was the difciple of Julian, Theodofius had .
been the pupil of Severus: the claims of the
former were fupported by the confent of the
monks and fenators, -the city and the province;
the latter depended on the priority of his ordi.
nation, the favour of the emprefs Theodora, and
the arms of the eunuch Narfes, which might
have been ufed in more honourable warfare,
'The exile of the popular candidate to Carthage
and Sardinia, inflamed the ferment of Alexandria;
and after a fchifm of one hundred and feventy

wyears, the Gaianites flill revered the memory and
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&rine of their founder. ‘The Rrength of num.
s and of difcipline was tried in a defperate

and bloody confli¢t, the ftreets were filled with:
the dead bodiés of citizens and foldiers; the

pious women, afcending the roofs of their houf-
es, fhowered down every fharp or ponderous
utenfil on the heads of the enemy; and the final
victory of Narfes was owing to the flames, with
which he walted the third capital of the Roman
world. But the lieutenant of Juftinian had not
conquered in the caufe of an heretic; Theodofius
himfelf was fpeedily though gently removed and

CHAP .
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Paul of Tanis, an orthodox monk, was raifed Pau,

- to the throne of Athanafius, The powers of

government were ftrained in his fupport; he
might appoint or difplace the dukes and tribunes
of Egypt; the allowance of bread which Diocle-
tian had granted, was fupprefled, the churches
were fhut, and a nation of {chifmatics was depri-
ved at once of their fpiritual and carnal food.
In his turn, the tyrant was excommunicated by
the zeal and revenge of the p!ople; and none
except his fervile Melchites would falute him as
a man, a Chriftian, or a bifhop, Yet fuch is the
blindnefs of ambition, that, when Paul was ex-
pelled on a charge of murder, he folicited, with
a bribe of feven hundred pounds of ‘gold, his
reftoration to the fame flation of hatred and ig.

A. D. 538.

nominy. His fucceflor Apollinaris entered the Apollinaris,
hoftile city in military array, alike qualified for A+ D- 51

" prayer or for battle. His troops, under arms

wrere dl&nbuted through the fireets; the gates
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cuapr. of the cathedral were guarded, -and a chofen.
XLvil. band was ftationed in the choir to defend the
perfon of - their chief. He ftood ere& on his

throne, and throwing afide the upper garmeat

-of a warrior, fuddenly appeared before the eyes

of the multitude m the robes of partriarch of

- Alexandria. Aflonithment held them mute; but

no fooner had Apollinaris begun to read the

tome of St. Leo, than a volley of curfes, and
inve&ives, and ftones, affaulted the odious mi-.

‘nifter of the emperor and the fynod. A charge

was inftantly founded by the fucceflor of the

apoftles; the foldiers waded to their "knees in

blood; and two hundred thoufand Chriftians are

faid to have fallen'by the fword: an incredible

account, even if it bé extended from the flaugh-

ter of a day to the eighteen years of the reign

of Apollinaris. Two fucceeding patriarchs, Eu-

Fulogius,  lagius *** and John *¥’, laboured in the converfion
A- D55 of heretics, with arms and arguments more worthy -
of their evangelical profeflion. The theological
knowledge of F8logius was difplayed in many a

volume, which magnitied the errors of Eutyches

and Severus, and attempted to reconcile the
ambiguous language of St. Cyril with the ortho-'

. dox creed of pope Leo and the fathers.of Chal-
John, cedon. The bounteous alms of John the elee-
A.D. 626 mofynary were dictated by fuperftition, or bene-
volence, or policy. Seven thoufand five hundred

poor were maintained at his expence; an his ac-

ceffion, he found eight thoufand pounds of gold

in the treafury of the church; he colleded -tea
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thoufand from the liberality of the faithful; yet cuawr.
the primate could boaft in his teffament, that he =xLviL
left behind him no more than the third part of

the fmalleft of the filver coins. The churches of
Alexandria were delivered to the Catholics, the .
religion of the Monophyfites was profcribed in

Egypt, and a law was revived which excluded

the natives from the honours and emolumcncs of

the ftate. .

A more important conqueft ftill remamcd of Their fepara
the patriarch, the oragle and leader of the Egyp :"_:’y“ and de-
tian church. Theodofius had refifted the threats
and promifes of Juftinian with the fpirit ‘of an
apoftle or an enthufiaft. < Such,” replied the
patriarch, “ were the offers of tbe tempter wheq
“ he fhewed the kingdoms of the earth, But my
% foul is far dearer to me than life or dominion.

« The churches are in the band? of.a prince who
% can kill the body ; but my confcience is my
“ own; and in exile, poverty, or chains, I will
“ ftedfaftly adhere to .the faith of my holy pre-
“ deceflors, Athanafius, Cyril, and Diofcorus.
“:Anathema to the tome of Leo and the fynod
¢ of Chalcedon! Anathema to all who embrace
their creed! Anathema to them now and for
evermore! Naked came I out of my mother’s
-~ “ womb, naked fhall I defcend into the grave.
« Let thofe who love God, follow me and feek
¢ their falvation.” After conforting his brethren,
he embarked for Conftantinople, and fuftained,
in fix fucceflive interviews, the almoft irrefiftible
weight of the royal prefence. His opinions were

f

(44
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c i a r. favourably entertained in the palace and the city ;

XLVIL

the influence of Theodora afflured him a fufe
condu@ and honourable difmiffion; and he ended
his days, though not on the throne, yet in the
bofom, of his native country. On the news of
his death , Apolinaris indecently feafted the
nobles and the clergy; but bis joy was cbecked
by the intelligence of a new ele&tion; and while

“he enjoyed the wealth of Alexandria, his rivals

reigned in the monafteries of Thebais, and were
maintained by the voluntary oblations of the
people. A perpetual fucceflion of patriarchs arofe
from the afhes of Theodofius; ahd the Monophy-
fite churches of Syria and Egypt were united by
the name of Jacobites and the communion of the
faith. But the fame faith, which has been con-
fined to a narrow fect of the Syrians, was diffuf-
ed over the mafs ef the Egyptian or Coptic
nation ; who, almoft .unanimoufly ,; rejected the

. decrees of the fynod of Chalcedon. A thoufand

years were now elapfed fince Egypt had ceafed
to be a kingdom, fince the conquerors of Afia
and Europe had trampled on the-ready necks of
a people, whofe ancient wifdom and power
afcends beyond the records of hiftory. The
conflit of zeal and perfecution rekindled fome
fparks of their national fpirit. They abjured,
with a foreign herefy, the manners and language
of the Greeks: every Melchite, in their eyes,
was a ftranger, every Jacobite a citizen , the
alliance of marriage ,» the offices of humanity,
were ‘condemned as. a deadly fin; the natives
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‘renounced all allegiance to the emperor; and his
orders , at a diftance from Alexandria, were
- obeyed only under the preflure of military force.
A generous effort might have 'redeemed the
religion and liberty of Egypt, and her fix hun-
dred monafterres might bave poured forth their
myriads of holy warriors , tor whom death
‘fhould have no terrors, fince life had no comfort
‘or delight. But experience has proved the dif-
tinction of active and paffive courage; the fanatic
who endures without a groan the torture of the
rack or the ftake, would tremble and fly before

the face of an armed enemy. The pufillanimous-

temper of the Egyptians could only hope for a

_ change of mafters; the arms of Chofroes depo--

pulated the land, yet under his reign the Jaco-

bites enjoyed a fhort and precarious refpite. The °

.-vitory of Heraclius renewed and aggravated the
perfecution, and the patriarch again efcaped from
Alexandria to the defert. In his flight, Benjamin
was encouraged by a voice, which bad him
. expedt, at the end of ten years, the aid of a
foreign nation, marked like the Egyptians them-
felves with the ancient rite of circumcifion. The

chara&er of thefe deliverers, and the nature of

the deliverance, will be hereafter explained ; and
1 fhall ftep over the interval of eleven centuries
to obferve the prefent mifery of the Jacobites of
Egypt. The populous city of Cairo affords a
refidence or ‘rather ‘a fhelter for their indigent
patriarch, and a remnant of ten bifhops: forty
monafteries have furvived the inroads of the

CHAP
XLVIIL.

Benjamin,
the Jacobite
patriarch , .

Al D.
635 — 66X



CHAPD

XLVIIL.

VI. THE
ABYSSINI-
ANS AND
NUBIANS,

_ converfion of the black nations of Nubia
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Arabs; and the progrefs of fervitude and apoftafy
have reduced. the Coptic nation to the defpicable
number of twenty-five or thirty thoufand fami-
lies ***; a race of illiterate beggars, whofe only
confolation is derived from the fuperior wretched- .
nefs of the Greck patriarch and his diminutive

VL The Coptic patriarch, a rebel to the
Cazfars, or a flave to the khalifs, ftill gloried in
the filial obedience of the kings of Nubia and
Ethiopia. He repaid their homage by magnifying
their greatnefs; and it.was boldy afferted that
they could bring into the field an hundred thoufand

.horfe ;- with an equal number of camels **°; that

therr h;md could pour or reftrain the waters of
the Nile ™*'; and the peace and plenty of Egypt

-was obtained, even in this world, by.the inter-

ceflion of the patriarch. In exile at Conﬁantmople,
Theodofius recommended to his patronefs the
. from
the tropic of Cancer to the confines of Abyflinia.
Her defign was, fufpeéted and emulated by the
more orthodox emperor. The rival miflioraries ,
a Melchite and a Jacobite, embarked at the fame
time; but the emprefs, from a motive of love or

- fear, was more effectually obeyed : and the Catholic™

prieft was detained by the prefident of Thebais,
while the king of Nubia and his court were haftily
baptifed in the faith of Diofcorus. The tardy envoy
of Juftiman was received and difmiffed with henour ;

but when he accufed the herely and treafon of the
Egyptians, the negro convert was inftructed to
reply that he would never abamdon his brethren
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the true believers, to the perfecuting minifters of cma e
the fynod of Chalcedon **’. During feveral ages, XLvIL
. the bifhops of Nubia were named and confccratcd

by the Jacobite patriarch of Alexandria: as late

as the twelfth century, Chriftianity prevailed ;

and {ome rites, fome ruins, are ftill vifible in the

favage towns of Sennar and Dongola ***. But the
Nubians at Jength executed their threats of returning

to the worfhip of idols; the climate required the
indulgence of polygamy, and they have finally
preferred the triumph of the Koran to the abafement

of the Crofs. A metaphyfical religion may appear \]

too refined for the capacity of the negro races yet -

a black or a parrot might be taught to repeat

the words of the Chalcedoman or Monophyfite

creed. .

Chriftianity wasmore deeply rooted in the Abyf{- Church of

finian emtpire; and although the correfpondence :byom";;oq
has been fometimes interrupted above feventy or &

an hundred years, the.mother-church of Alex-
" andria retains her colony in a fate of perpetual
pupillage. Seven bifhops once compofed the
Ethiopic fynod: had their number amounted to

ten, they might have eletted an independent
primate, and one of their kings' was ambitious of
promoting his brother to the ecclefiaftical throne.
But ,the event was forefeen, the encreafe was
denied; the epifcopal office has been gradually
confined to the abuna **’, the head and author of

- the Abyflinian priefthood; the patriarch fupplies

each vacancy with an Egyptian monk ; and the
characier of @ ftranger appears more venerable in
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the eyes of the people, lefs dangerous in thofe
of the monarch. In the fixth century, when the
fchifm of Egypt was confirmed, the rival chiefs,
with their patrons, Juftinian and Theodora , firove
to outltrip each other in the conqueft of a remote
‘and independent province. The induftry. of the
emprefs was again victorious, and the pious

~ Theodora has eftablithed in that fequeftered

¢
The Portu-
guefe in
Abyilinia,
A.D.
1§25— 1590,
&e.

156
.

church the faith and difcipline of the Jacobites
Encompafled on all fides by the cnemies of their
religion, the Athiopians flept near a thoufand
years, torgetful of the world, by whom they
were forgotten. They. were awakened by the
‘Portuguefe, who, turning the fouthern promontory
of Africa, appeared in India and the Red Sea,
as if they had defcended through the air from a
diftant planet. kn the firlt moments of their inter-
view, the fubje@s of Rome and Alexandria ob-
ferved the refemblance, rather than the difference,
of their faith ; and each nation expe&ted the moft
important beneﬁts from an alliance with their
Chriftian brethren. In their lonely fituation, the
JEthiopians had almoft relapfed into the favage
life. Their veflels, which had traded to Ceylon,
fcarcely prefumed to navigate the rivers of Afnca,

‘the ruins of Axume were deferted, the nation was

fcattered in villages , .and the emperor, a pompous
name, Wwas content, bothin peace and war, with

the immoveable refidence of a camp. Confcious of

their own indigence, the Abyflinians had formed

‘the rational proje& .of importing the arts and

57, and their ambafladors at

ipgenuity of Europe
Rome -

N v
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Rome and Libon were inftru&ed: to. folicit a
colony of fmiths, carpenters, tilers, mafons,
printers, furgeons, and: phyficians, for the ufe
of their country. But the public danger foon called
for the inftant and effectual aid of arms' and
foldiers, to defend an unwarlike people from the
Barbarians who ravaged the inland country, and
the Turks and Arabs who advanced from the fea:
coaft in more formidable array. thiopia. was
fived by four hundred and fifty Portuguefe; who
difplayed in the field the native valour of Euto-
peans, and ‘the artificial powers of the mufquet
and cannon.. In a moment of terror, the emperor
bad ‘promifcd to reconcile himfelf and his fubjects
to the Catholic faith; a Latin patriarch reprefented
the fupremacy of the pope *’*; the empire, enlarged
in a tenfold proportion, was fuppofed to contain
more gold than the mines of America; and the
wildeft hopes of avarice and zeal were built on
the willing fubmiffion of the Chriftians of Africa.

CHAP,
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- But the vows which pain had extorted , were Mifon of

forfworn on the return of health. The Abyﬂimans
ftill adhered with unfhaken conftancy to the Mo-
nophyfite faith; their Janguid belief was inflamed
by the exercife of difpute; they branded: the La-
tins with the names of Arians and Neftorians, and
imputed the adoration of four gods , to thofe Who
feparated the two natures of Chrift. Fremona, a
place of worfhip, or rather of exile, was a[ﬁgned
to the Jefuit miflionaries. Their Ikxll in the liberal
and mechanic arts, their theological learning and

the decency of their maoners, infpired a barren
Vor. VIL . X

the Jefuits,
A. D. 1557.
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¢ ua r cfteem; ‘but they were not endowed with the gife
s&¥it. -of miracles ***, and they- vainly folicited a rein--
- forcement of European troops. The patience and

* dexterity of forty years, at length obtained a more
favourable audience, and two emperors of Abyf~

finia were perfuaded that Rome could enfure the.
temporal and everlafting happinefs of her votaries..

The firft of thefe royal converts loft his crown
- and his 1ife; ‘and the tebel army was fanctified by -

the abuna, who hurled an anathema at the apof~

tate, and abfolved his fubjeéts from their oath of

ﬁdchty The fate of Zadengher was revenged by

the courage and fortune of Sufneus, who afcended

the throne under the name of Segued, and more
vigorowdly profecuted the pious enterprife of his
kinfman. After the amufement of fome unequal
combats between the Jefuits and his illiterate

"prielts, the emperor declared himfelf a profelyte

~ to the fynod of Chalcedon; prefuming that his
clergy and people would embrace without delay

the religion of their prince. The liberty of choice

was fucceeded by a law , which impofed, under

pain of death, the belief of the two natures of

Chrift : the Abyﬁinlam were enjoined to work

and to play on the Sabbath; and Segued, in the

face of Europe and Afrnca, renounced his coun-

Coaverfion  nection with the Alexandrian church. A Jefuit,
:;:,':‘ €@ Alphonfo Mendez, the Catholic patriarch of Ethic-
A.b. 1626 pia, accepted in the name of Urban VIII. the ho-
» mage and abjuration of his penitent. “ I confefs,”
faid the emperor on his knees, ,“1 confefs that
4 the-pope is the vicar of Chrift, the fucceflfor of
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© # St. Peter, and the fovereign of the world. To
* him 1 fwear true obedience, and at his fect I

“ offer my perfon and kingdom ”. A fimilar.

oath was repeated by his fon, his brother, the

CHA P
XLVIis

clergy, the nobles, -and even the ladies of the- -

court: the Latin ‘patriarch was invefted with ho-

nours and wealth; and his miffionaries erected -

their churches or citadels in the moft convenient
fRations of the empire. The Jefuits themfelves de-.
plore the fatal indifcretion of their chief, who:
forgot the mildnefs of the gofpel and the policy
of his order, to introduce with hafty violence the
liturgy of Rome and the inquifition of Portugal.
He condemned the ancient practice of circumci-
fion, which health rather than fuperftition had firft
invented inthe climate of Ethiopia ***. A new bap-
tifm, a new ordination was inflicted on the natie
ves; and they trembled with horror when the moft
holy of the dead were torn from theirgraves,, when
the moft illuftrious of the living were excommu-
nicated by a foreign prieft. In the defence of their
religion and liberty, the Abyflinians rofe in arms
with defperate but unfuccefsful zeal. Five rebel

Tions were extinguifhed in the blood of the in-

furgents: two abunas were flain in battle, whole
legions were flaughtered in the field, or fuffocated
in their caverns; and neither merit, nor rank,

nor fex, could fave from an ignominious death'

the-enemies of Rome. But the vitorious mon-

arch was finally fubdued by the conitancy of the -

nation , of his mother, of his fon, and of his
.moft faithful friends, Segued liftened to the voice
X3
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tu AP of pity, of reafon, perhaps of fear; and his edit
XLVIL of liberty of conicience inftantly revealed the ty-
ranny and weaknefs of the Jefuits. On the death
" of his father, Bafilides expelled the Latin patriarch,

':""o'fxl:l‘:." and reftored to the wifhes of the nations the
Jemits, | faith and difcipline of Egypt. The Monophyfite
A.D. 163, churches refounded with a fong of tiiumph, ** that
e “ the fheep of Ethiopia were now delivered from
“ the hywnas of the Weft;” and the gates of that

folitary realm were for ever fhut againlt the arts,

the fcxence » and the fanaucxfm of Europe *’,
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CHAP XLVIIL

’

Pian of the four laft Volumes, — Succeffion and
* Charaders of the Greek  Emperors of ' Conflantis

nople , from the Time -of Heraclius to the Latin
- Conqueft, ‘

I‘-H AVE now deduced from Trajan to Con- cma R
ftantine , from Conflantine to Heraclius, the- xrvim. |
regular feries of the Rorian emperors ; and faithfully Defeas of
expofed ‘the :profperons and adverfe fortunes o":?:,%;::;‘
their reigns: Five centuries of the decline and
fall of the empire have already elapfed; but a
period: of 1more than eight hundred years filk

~ feparates- me  from the ferm of my labours, the
taking of Conftantinople by the Turks. Should I
perfevere in. the fame courfé, fhould I obferve’
the -fame meafure, a prolix and flender thread
would be fpun’ threugh' many a volume , nor:
would the patient reader find an adequate reward .
of: infiru@ion or amufement. At every ftep , as-
we fink deeper in the decline and fall of the
Eaftern empire , the 'annals of each fucceeding
reign would impofe'a more ungrateful and me-’
lancholy talk. Thefe .annals muft continue to
repeat a tedioys and uniform tale of ~weaknefy

X3
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and miferyv: the natural connedion of caufes and
events would be broken by frequent and hafty

tranﬁtionsb, and a minute accumulation of cir-
cumftances muit deftroy the licht and effed of

" thofe general piZiures which compofe the ufe and

omament of a remote hiftory. From the time
of Heraclius, the Byzanune theatre 1s contradted
and darkened: the hine of empire, which had been
defined by the laws of Juftinian and the arms of
Belifarius,, recedes on all fides from oor view:
the: Roman .pame , the proper fubjed of our
enquiries , is reduced to a narrow corner of }urope,
to the lonely fuburbs of Confiantinople ; and the
fate of the Greek empire has been compared to
that of the Rhine, which lofes itfclf in the fands,
before its waters can mingle with the ocean.
The fcale of dominion is diminifhed to our view
by the diftance of time and place: por is the lofs
of external fplendour compenfated by the nobler
gifts of virtue and genius. In the lat moments
of her decay, Conftantinople was doubtlefs more
opulent and populous than Athens at her moft
flourifhing %ra, when a fcanty fum of fix thou-
fand talents , or twelve bundred thoufand
pounds fterling , was poflefled by tweaty-one
thoufand male citizens of an adult age. But
each of thefe citizens was a freeman, who dared
to afferc the liberty of his thonghts, words. and
actions ; whefe perfon and property were guarded
by equal law; and who exercifed his independent

_Vote in the govercment of the republic. .. Ther
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‘numbers feem to be multiplied by the firong and
‘various difcriminations of character : under the
fhield of freedom, on the wings of emulation and
vanity, each Athenian afpired to the level of the
national dignity : from this commanding eminence,
fome chofen {pirits foared beyond the reach of a
‘vulgar eye; and the chances of fuperior merit in
a greatand poputous kingdom, as they are proved
by experience, would excufe the computation of
imaginary mﬂhons The territories of Athens,

Sparta , and their allies , deo pot exceed »

moderate province of France or England: bus
after the trophies of Salamis and Platea, they
~ expand in our fancy to the gigantic fize of Afia,
.which had been trampled under the feet of the
- vittorious Greeks. But the fubje@s of the By
-zantine empire, who affume and dithonour the
‘names both of Greeks and Romans, prefent 4
“dead uniformity of abje vices, which are neither
foftened by the weaknefs of humanity , nor ani.
‘mated by the vigour of memorable crimes. The
freemen of antiquity might repeat with generous

enthufiafm the fentence of Homer, “ that on the -

« firft day of his fervitude, the captive is deprived
* of one half of his manly virtue.” ‘But the
poet had only feen the effedts of civil or domeftic
flavery, nor could he foretell that the fecond

moiety of manhood muft be annihilated by’ the

fpiritual defpotifm, which fhackles, not only the

actions, but even the thoughts of the proftrate -

yotary. --By this double yoke ».the )Cgrceks were
4

CHAY,
-XLVIIH
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crar,’ opprefled under the fucceflors of Heraclius; the

XLYHL,

tyrant, a law of eternal juftice, was degraded by
the yices of his fubje&s and on the throne, in
the camp , in the fchools, we fearch, perhaps
‘with fruitlefs diligence, the names and characters
‘that may deferve to be refcued from oblivion. Nog
‘are the defects of the fubjc& compenfated by the
{kill and variety of the painters. Of a fpace of
eight hundred years, the four firft centuries are
overfpread with a cloud interrupted by fome
{"unt and broken rays of hiftoric light: in the
ives of the emperors, from Maurice to Alexius,
“Bafil the Macedoman has alone been the theme
of a feparate work; and the abfence, or lofs, or
‘imperfection of contemporary evidence, muft be
poorly fupplied by the doubtful authouty of more
recent cpmpllers The four lat centuries are
exempt from the reproach of penury: apd with
the. Comnenian family, the hiftoric mufe of Con-
ftantinople again revives, but her apparel is gandy,
her motions are without 'e]egance or grace,. A
fucceflion of prieﬂs, or courtiers , treads in each
_ather’s foot{’ccps in the fame path of fervitude
and fuperfhtlon their views are narrow, their
Judgment is fecble or corrupt; and we clofe the
volume, of copious barrennefs, ftll ignorant of
the caufcs of events, the characers of the.adors,
apd the manners of the times, which thcy cele-
.brate .or deplore. The obfervauon which has
been applied to a man, may be extended to a
whole people, that the energy of the fword is

o
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communicated to the pen; and it will be found oc-mae.
by experience, that the.tone of hiftory wnll rife xLvIi,
or. fall ‘with the fpirit of the age. ..

From thefe confiderations, 1 Ihould ha,vc aban- Tts connec-
doned without regret the Greek flaves and their :‘c"v‘:,:‘"l"‘l';n‘:“ '
fervile hiftorians, had I not reflected that the fate, of the world.
of the Byzantme manarchy is paffively connected:

" with the moft fplendid and important revolutions,
which have changed the ftate of the world. The
fpace of the loft provinges was immediately reple-
nifhed with new colonigs and rifing kingdoms:.
the active virtues of peace and war deferted from
the vanqun(hed to the wvitorious: natmns, and 1t
is in their origin and conquefls ; in their religion
and gavernment,, that we muft exploge the caufes,
and effects: of the decling and fall; of the Eaftern,
empue Nor will this febpe of na‘rraclve the
riches and : :variety of thelg m.abeua‘]s, be incom:
patible with the ypity ot-defign, and gompofition..
As, in his daily prayers, the, Myfuknan - of Fez;
qr Delhi, Rlll turns his face, towards -the u;mplc
of Meaca, jthe hiftorian’s eye fhall..be always
fixed on the city of Conftantinople.  The gxcurfive,
line may embrace the wilds, of, Arab:a and Tar
tary-, but the circle: will be ultu})a,tely zeduced.
to the decreafing, limit of the Roman monarchy.-

On this principle I fhall gow efablifh the, planipian of the
of the four laft volumes of the prefent work. . The four la
firlt chapter will coptain,” in a regular feries, the volumes
emperors who reigned. at Conftantinople d(xrin‘g‘

a period of ,“ﬁ,x hundred years from the days. of
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"Heraclius to the Latin conqueft: a rapid abftract,

which may be fupported by a general appeal to
the order and text of the original hiftorians. In
this introduction, I fhall confine myfelf to the
revolutions of the throne, the fucceflion of famikes,

the pérfonal charadters of the Greek princes, the

mode of their life and death, ‘the maxims and
mfluence of their domeftic government, and the
tendency of their reign to accelerate or fufpend
the downfal of the Kaftern empire. Such a chro-

“nological review will ferve to illuftrate the various
-arguments of the fubfequent chapters; and each

ctrcumf{tance of the eventful ftory of the Barbarians
will adapt itfelf in a proper place to the Byzantine
annals. . The internal ftate of the empire, and the
dangerous herefy of the Paulicians, which fhook

. the Eaft and enlightenéd the Weft," will be the

fubject of two feparate chapters; but thefe enquiries
moft be poftpotied till our farther progrefs fhall
have opened the view of the ‘world in the ninth
and tenth centuries of the Chriftian ®ra. After
this foundation of Fyzantine hiftory, the following
nations will pafs before our eyes, and each will
occupy the {fpace to which it may be entitled by
greatnefs or ierit, or the degree of conne&ion
with the Roman world and the prefent age. 1. The
FRrANKS; a general appellation which includes all
the Barbarians of France, Italy, and Germany’,
who were united by the fword and fceptre of
Charlemagne. The perfecution of images and their

~ 4otaries , - feparated Rame -and -Italy- from the
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‘Byzantine throne, and prepared the sef-sa- o o
the Roman empire in the WeRt. Il T'we £4..0

or SARACENs. Three ample chaptess w..
devated to this curious and interefting oiger. g
the firft, after a piture of the country ad 4
inhabitants , I fhall inveftigate the chasa .rr «f
Mahomet; the charader, religion, and fucceS: «f
the prophet. In the fecond I (hall lead the Asa
to the conqueflt of Syrnia, Egypt and Africa, the
provinces. of the Roman empire; nor can I check
their viGtorious career till they have overthrown
the monarchies of Perfia and Spain. Inthe third
I fhall enquire how Conftantinople and Europe
were faved. by the-luxury and arts, the divifion
and decay, of the empire of the caliphs. A f{ingle
chapter will include, IlI. The BuLgaRriaNs, 1V,
Hunearians, and, V. Russians, who affaulted
by fea or by land the provmces and the capital ;

‘but the laft of thele, fo important in their prefent
greatnefs , will excite fome curiofity in their origin
aud infancy. V1. The NormaNs; or rather the
private adventurers of that warlike people, who
founded a powerful kingdom in Apulia and Sicily,
thook the throne of Conftantinople, difplayed the
trophies of chivalry, and almoft realized the
wonders . of romance. VII. The LATINs; the
fubjeds of the. pope, the nations of the Weft,
‘who enlifted under the banner of the crofs for the

L 4
Jov o0

recovery or relief of the holy fepulchre. The

. Greek emperors were terrified and preferved by

the myriads of pilgrims who marched to Jerufalem



..
OH K P
XLVIIL

316 THEDECLINE AND FALL :

with Godfrey of Bouillon and the peers of Chrif
teodom. The fecond and third crufades trod in
the footﬁeps -of the firft: Afia and Europe were
mingled in a-facred -var of two hundred years;
and the Chriftian powers were bravely refifted ;
and finally expelled, by Saladin and the Mamalukes
of Egypt. In thefe memorable crufades, a Heet
and army of French and ‘Venetians were diverted
from -Syria :to the Thracian Befphorus: ' they
affaulted : the capital, they fubverted: the Greek
monarchy 1+ and- a dynafty of Latin princes was
feated near threefcore years on thé.throne of
Conftantine. VIIL The GrEEKS themfelves, during
this period of. captivity ‘and: exile,” muft be ‘cons
fidered - as ', foreign nation; the enemies, and
again the fovereigns , of Conftantinople. - IMis+

fortune had-vekindled a.fpark. of national wirtue;
~and the dmperial feries may~be continued with

fome dignity from their reftoration to the Turkifh
conqueft. IX. The IMoguLs and TarTARS. By
the arms:ofiZingis and his defcendants, the globe
was fhakendrom’ China to’ Poland and ‘Greece :

 the fultans. werg bverthrown : the caliphsfell, and

the Cufars trembled ot their throne.- Thevictories
of Timaur fufpended above fifty years thie final
ruin of the Byzantine empire. . X. F have’ already
noticéd the Brlt’ appearance of the TuRrks:, and
the 1dniks “of the fathers, of Seljuk and Othman,
diforiminate’ the two fuccelfive dynafties of the
fition, which emerged in the ‘eleventh century
fxom :the Scythian wxlderncfs‘ ‘The former c&ab-
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lilhed a potent and fplendid kingdom from the c.mar,
banks of the Oxus to Antioch and Nice; and the xirvim
firfk crufade was provoked by the violation of -
Jerufalem and the danger of Confiantinople. From
an‘humble origin, the Ottomans arofe, the fcourge

and terror of Chriftendom. Conftantinople was
befieged and taken by Mahomet II. and his
triumph: annihilates the remnant, the image, the

title, of the Roman empire in the Eaft. The

fchifm of the Greeks will be conneéed with their

lalt calamities, and the reftoration of learning in

the Weftern world. 1 fhall return from the capti-

" vity of the new, to. thg ruins of ancient RomME;

and the venerable name, the interefting theme,

will thed a ray of glory on the conclufion of my
labours. . :

[

. THE emperor. Heraclius had punifhed a tyrant Second mac-
and afcended his throne; and the memory of his {2 3%
reign is perpetuated by the tranfient conquelt, and ractius.
irreparable lofs, of the Eaftern provinces. After
the death of Eudocia, his firft wife, he difobeyed
she patriarch, and'violated the laws, by his
fecond marriage with his niece Martina; and the
fuperftition of the Greeks beheld the judgment
of heaven in the difeafes of the father and the
deformity of his offspring. But the opinion of
an illegitimate birth is fufficient to difiraét the
choice, and loofen the obedience, of the people:
the ambition of Martina was quickened by maternal
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love, and perhaps by the envy of a ftepmother;’
and the aged hufband wis too feeble to withftand:
the arts of conjugal allurements. Conftantine, .
his eldeft fon, enjoyed in a mature age the title
of ‘Auguftus; but the weaknefs of his conftitution
required a colleagne and a guardian, and he-
yieldedwith fecret reluance to the partition of
the empire. The fenate was fummoned to. the”
palace to ratify or atteft the affociation of Hera-
cleonas, the fon of Martina: the impofition of
the diadem was confecrated by the prayer and
blefling of the patriarch; the fenators and patricians
adored the maJe{’cy of the great emperor and the
partners of his reign;, and as foon as the doors
were thrown open, they were hailed by the
tumultuary but important voice of the foldiers,
After an interval of five months, the pompous.
ceremonies which formed the effence of the By-
zantine ftate were celebrated in the cathedral and

* the hippodrome: the concord of the royal brothers

A. D. 631,
February 1I.

Conftan-

tine ITL.
A. D. 6ar,

Fehruary.

was affeGtedly difplayed by the younger leaning.
on the arm of the elder; and the name of Martina
was mingled in the reluctant or venal acclamations
of the people. Heraclius furvived this aflociation.
about two years: his laft teftament declared
his two fons the equal heirs of the Eaftern
empire, and commanded them to honour -his
widow Martina’ as then' mother and thclr fove-
reign. ‘

When Martma firft appeared on the throne with

- the lame and attributes of royalty, (hé was checked

by a firm, though refpegtful, oppolition; and the
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dying embers of freedom were kindled by the ¢ ar..
breath of fuperftitious prejudice. * We reve- xivun
rence,“ exclaimed the voice of a citizen, “we
« reverence the mother of oyr prmces, but to
% thofe princes-alone our obedience is due; and
¢ Conftantine, the elder emperor, is of an age
« to fuftain, in his own hands, the weight of
<« the fceptre. - Your fex is excluded by nature
« from the toils of government. How could
- % you combat, how could you anfwer, the
¢ Barbarians, who, with hoftile or friendly inten-
“ tions, may approach the royal city ? May
% heaven avert from the Roman republic this.
¢ national difgrace, which would provoke the
« patience of the flaves of Perfia.” Martina de- -
fcended from the throne with indignation, and
fought a refuge in the female apartment of. the
palace. "The reigrn of Conftantine the third lafted:
only one hundred and three days: he expired in
the thirtieth year of his age, and, although his
life had been a long malady, a belief was enter-
tained that poifon had been the means, and his
cruel ftepmother the author,.of his untimely
fate. Martina reaped ‘indeed the harveft of his Heracteonas,
* deith, and affumed the government in the name 4 D: &%,
ay ‘2.
of the furviving emperor ; but the inceftuous -
* widow of Heraclius was umverfally abhorred ;
the jealoufy of the people was awakened , and -
" the two orphans whom Conftantine had left,
’became the obje@s of the public care. It was in
vain that the fon of Martina, who was no more
than fifteen years: of age, was taught to declaré .
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himfelf: the guardian of his nephews, bne of
whom he had prefented .at ‘the baptifmal. font:
it was in vain that he fwore on the wood of the
true crofs , to defend them againft all their
enemies. On his death-bed, the late emperor had
difpatched a trufty fervant to arm the troops and
provinces of the Ealt in the defence of his helplefs
children: the eloquence and liberality of Valentin
had been fuccefsful, and from his camp of Chal
cedon , he boldly demanded the plmllhment of
the aﬂ'aﬂim, and the reftoration of the lawful
heir. The licence of the foldiers who. dgvoumd
the grapes and drank the wine of their Afiatic
vineyards, provoked the citizens of Conftans
tinople againft the domeftic authors. of their
calamities, and the dome of St, Sophia re-echoed,
pot with prayers. and bymns, but with tbe
clamours and 1mprecations of an enraged multi-
tude. At their imperious command, Heracleonas

-appeared in the pulpit with the eldeft of the royal
orphans ; Conftans alone was faluted as emperor

of 'the Romans, and'a crown .of gold, which
had been taken from the tomb of Heraclius, was
placed on his head, with the folemn benedi@ion
of the patriarch. But in the tumult of joy and
indignation, the church was pillaged, the fan@uary
was polluted by a promifcuous crowd.of Jews
and Barbarians ; and the Monothelite Pyrrhus,
a creature of thc emprefs, after dropping a pro-
teftation on the altar, efcaped by a prudent flight
from the zeal of the Cathohcs A more ferious

~ and bloody tafk was referved for the fenate, who
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Jbtls phenerived a temporary frength from the confent of c it 4 1,
I the baphe foldiers and people. The fpirit of Roman  sryiii
© 00 the yweedom revived the ancient and awful examples -
‘M againf>f the judgment of tyrants, and the Imperial-
e Le erglprits were depoled and condemned as the
Um the mauthots of the death of Conftantine. But the
e of b feverity of the confcript fathers was ftained by
rality ofthe indifctiminate punifhment of the innocent and
§ camp the guilty : Martina and Heraeleonas were fen- ?“t;fsillf_iﬁﬂf
* punifi: tenced to the amputation, the former of her ' ‘I‘;:::;e.
1 of th tongue , the latter of his nofé; and after this ovas,
Who ¢ cruel execution, they confumed the remaindet of :;plt‘e'l::e(r:
“their 4 their days in exile and oblivion. The Greeks who
of (x were capable of refle®ion might find fomé con:
x5 of; folation for their fervitude, by obferving the
1ree  abufe of power when 1t was lodged for 2 moment
wip- in the hands of an ariftocracy. ' S
ed m We fhall imagine ourfelves tranfported five Conitads tt:
rdes  hundred years backwards to the age of the o Uit
lerq  Antonines ; if we liften to thke oration which
mper Conftans IL. pronounced in the twelfth yedr of
whi  his age before the Byzantine fenate. After re
w - turning his thanks for the juft punifliment of the
im  affaffins who 'had intercepted the faireft hopes of
« - his father’s reign; “ By the diviné providence ; ”
' faid the yourg emperor, “ and by your righteous
; * dectee, Martina and her inceftuois progeny
¢ have been caft headlong from thé throne. Your
““ majefty and wifdom have prevented the Roman
* ftate from degenerating into lawlefs tyrainy:
4 T therefore exhort and befeech you to ftand
¥ forth as the counfellors and judges of the _
Vor: V1L X .
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“ common fafety. ” The fenators were gratified .
by the refpecful addrefs and liberal donative of
their fovereign; but thefe fervile Greeks were

“unworthy and regardlefs of freedom; and in his

mind, the leffon of an hour was quickly erazed
by the prejudices of the age and the babits of
defpotifm. He retained ooly a jealous fear left
the fenate or people fhould one day invade the
right of primogeniture , and feat his brother
Theodofiys on an equal throne. By the impofi-
tion of holy orders, the grandfon of Heraclius
was difqualified for the purple; but this ceremony,
which fcemed to profane the facraments of the
church, was infufficient to appeafe the f{ufpicions
of the tyrant, and the decath of the deacon
Theodofius could alone expiate the crime of his
royal birth. His murder was avenged by the
imprecations of the people, and the affaffin, in
the fulnefs of power, was driven from his capltal
into voluntary and perpetual exile. Conftans em-*
barked for Greece; and, as if he meant to retort
the abhorrence which he deferved, he is faid,

from the Imperial galley, to have fplt agam& thc
walls of his native city. After paff og the winter
at Athens, hefailed to Tarentum in Italy, vifited
Rome, and concluded along pilgrimage of difgrace

~ and facrilegious rapine, by fixing his refidence at

Syracufe.- But if Conftans could fly from his people,

" he could not fly from himfelf. The remorfe of

his confcience created a phantom who purfued him
by land and fea, by day and by night; and the
vifionary Theedofius, prefenting to his Lips a_cup
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of blood, faid, or feemed to fay , “ Drink , brother, c u a p.
drink; “ a fure emblem of the aggravation of his xLvi.
guilt, fince he had received from the hands of

the deacon the myftic cup of the blood of Chrift.

Odious to himfelf and ‘to mankind, Conftans
perifhed by domeftic, perhaps by epifc'opal, treafon,

in the capital of Sicily. A fervant who waited 1n

the bath, after pouring warm water on his head,

ftruck hlm violently with the vafe. He fell,

flunned by the blow and fuifocated by the water;

and his attendants, who wondered at the tedious

delay , beheld with indifference the corpfe of

their lifelefls emperor. The troops of Sicily invefted

with the purple an obfcure youth, whofe inimitable

beauty eluded, and it might eafily elude, the
dechining art of the painters and fculptors of’

the age.

Conftans had left in the Byzantine pa]ace three Conftas.
fons, the eldeft of whom had been clothed in his f‘:g'o:“:ms
infancy with the purple. ‘Whén the father fum- a. p. ses,
. moned them to attend his perfon in Sicily, thefe Septembent
precious hoftages were detained by the Greeks,
and a firm refufal informed him that they were
the children of the ftate. The news of his murder
was conveyed with almoft fupernatural fpeed
from Syracufe to Conftantinople ; and Conftan.
tine, the eldeft of his fons, inherited his throne

without being the heir of the public hatred. His

fubjects contributed, with zeal and alacrity, tq

chaftife the guilt and prefumption of a province

which had ufurped the rights of the fenate and

people; the young cmperor filed fx;m the Hels
%
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Rome and Carthage were affembled under his’
ftandard in the harbour of Syracufe. The defeat
of the Sicilian tyrant was eafy, his pum{hmenc
jult, and his beauteous head was expofed in the
hlppodromc but I cannot applaud the clemcncy
of a prince, who, among a crowd of vi&ims,’
condemned the fon of a patrlman for deplormg
with fome bitternefs the execution of a virtuous
father. The youth was caftrated : he furvwad
the opexatlon and the memory of this indecedt
cruelty is preferved by the elevation of Germanus-
to the rank of a patriarch and faint. = After
pouring this bloody libation on his father's tomb,
Conftantine returned to his capital , and the
growth of his young beard during the Sicilian
voyage, was announced by the familiar furname
of Pogonatus, to the Grecian world. But his
reign, like that of his predeceflor, was ftained
with fraternal "difcord. On his two brothers,
Heraclius and Tiberius, he had beftowed the title
of Auguftus: an empty title, for they continued

" to languifh without truft or power in the folitude.

of the palace. At their fecret inftigation, the troops
of the Anatolian theme or province approaclied
the city on the Afiatic fide, demanded for the
royal brothers, the partition or exercife of fover-
eignty; and fupported their feditious claim by a

- theological argument. They were Chriftians-( they

ctied ), and orthodox Catholics; the {incere vo-
taries of the holy and undivided Trinity. Since
there are three equal perfons in heaven, it is

A
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reafonable there fhould be three equal perfons cw a e
upon earth. The emperor invited thefe learned xrvim.
divines to a friendly conference, in which they
might propofe their arguments to the fenate: they
obeyed the fummons, but the profpe® of- their
bodies hanging on the gihbet in the fuburb of Ga-
lata, reconciled their companions to the unity
~ of the reign of Conftantine. He pardoned his
brothers, and their names were f{till pronounced °
in the public acclamations: but on the repetition
or fufpicion of a fimilar offence, the obnoxious
princes were deprived of. their titles and nofes,
in the prefence of the Catholic bifhops who were
aflembled at Conftantinople in the fixth general
fynod. In the clofe of his life, Pogonatus was
anxious only to cftablifh the right of primogeni-
ture: the hair of his two fons, Juftinian and
Heraclius, was offered on the fhrine of St. Peter,
as a fymbol of their fpiritual adoption by the pope;
but the clder was alone exalted to the rank of
Augultus and the affurance of the empire. .

After the deceafe of his father, the inheritance yuinian 11.
of the Roman world devolved to Juftinian II. ; A- D- 48,

. < . September.

and the’ name of a triumphant law-giver was
difhonoured by the vices of a boy, who imitated
his namefake only in the expenfive hixury of
building. His paffions were ftrong; his under-
-ftanding was feeble ; and he was intoxicated with
a foolifh pride , that his birth had given him the
command of millions, of whom the fmalleft com-
munity would not have chofen him for their local
magiftrate. His favourite minifters were two
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beings the leaft fufceptible of human fympathy,
an eunuch and a monk: to the one he abandoned
the palace, to the other the finances; the former
corrected the emperor’s mother with a fcourge,
the latter fufpended the infolvent tributaries,

- with their heads downwards, over a flow and

fimoaky fire. Since the days of Commodus and
Caracalla, the cruelty of the Roman princes had
moft commonly been the effe of their fear; but
Juftinian, who poffefled fome vigour of charader,
enjoyed the fufferings, and . braved the revenge,
of his fubje@s about ten years, till the meafure
was full, of his crimes and of their patience. Ina
dark dungeon, Leontius, a general of reputation,
bhad groaned above three years, with fome of
the nobleft and moft deferving of the patricians :
he'was fuddenly drawn forth to aflume the go-
vernment of Greece; and this promotion of an
injured man was a mark of the contempt rather
than of the confidence of his prince. As he was
followed to the port by the kind offices of his
friends, Leontius obferved with a figh that he
was a vi¢tim adorped for facrifice, and that ine-
vitable death would purfue his footﬁeps. They
ventured to reply, that glory and empire might

-be the recompenfe of a generous refolution; that
.every order of men abhorred the reign of a mon-

fter;and that the hands of two hundred thoufand
patriots expected only the voice of a leader. The
night was chofen for their deliverance; and in the
firlt effort of the conlpirators, the prefect was
flain, and. the prifons were forced open: the

N B ¢ ’



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 327

- emilfaries of Leontius procl 1imcd in every ftreet,
« Chriftians, to St. Sophia; ” and the feafon-
able text of the patriarch, « this is the day of
“ the Lord! ” was the prelude of an inflammatory
fermon.  From the church the people adjourned
to the hippodrome : Juftinian, in whofe caufe
not a2 fword had been drawn , was dragged
before thefe tumultuary judges , and their clamours
demanded the inftant death of the tyrant. But
Leountius, who was already clothed with the
purple, caft an eye of pity on the proftrate fon
of his own benefactor and of fo many emperors.
The life of Jufunian was fpared; the amputation
of his nofe, perhaps of his tongue, was imper-
feétly performed .the happy flexibility of the
Greek language could impofe the name of Rhi-
notmetus ; and the mutilated tyrant was banifhed
to Cherfonz n Ctim-Tartary, a lonely fettlement,
where corn, wine, and oil, were imported as
forelgn luxunes

On the edge of the Scythlan wildernefs , Jufti-
pian fill cherifhed the pride of his birth and the

hope of his reftoration. After three years exile, -
he received the pleafing intelligence that his injury,

was avenged by a fecond revolution, and that
Leontius in his turn had been dethroned and
_mutilated by the rebel Apfimar, who affumed the
more refpe®able name of Tiberius. But the claim
of lineal fucceffion was ftill formidable to a plebeian
ufurper ; and his jealoufy was ftimulated by the

CHAP
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His exile,
A. D.
6€95—70%.

complaints and chatges of the Cherfonites, who -

beheld the vices of the tyrapt in the fpint of the
Y4
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exile. With a band of followers, attached te
his perfon by common hope or common defpair,

Juftinian ﬂed from the inhofpitable fhore to the
hord of the Chozars, who pitched their tents
between the Tanais and Berfthenes. The khan
entertained ‘with pity and refpec the royal fup-
pliant: Phanagoria, once an opulent city, on’

“the Afiatic fide of the lake Meotis, was affigned

for his refidence ; and every Roman prejudice
was ftifled in his marriage with the fifter of the
Barbarian, who {feems, however, from the name .
of The.odora , to have reccived the facrament of
baptifm. But the faithlefs Ghozar was foon tempt-
ed by the gold ‘of Conftantinople; and had not
the defign been revealed by the conjugal love
of Theodora, her hufband muft have been affaf-
finated , or betrayed into the power of his enemies.
‘After firangling , with his own hands, the two
emiffaries of the khan, Juftinian fent back his
wife to her brother, aud embarked on the Euxine
in fearch of new and more faithful allies. His
vellel was affaulted by a violent tempeft; and
one of his pious companions advifed him to deferve
the mercy of God by a vow of general forgivenefs,
if he (hould be reftored to the throne. « Of forgive-
nefs ? * replied the intrepid tyrant:  may I perifh
“ this inftant—may the Almighty whelm me in

© ¢ the waves—if T confent to fpare a fingle head of
‘my enemies ! ” He furvived this impious menace,
‘failed into the mouth of the Danube, trufted his

perfon in the royal village of the Bulgarians, and

- purchafed the aid of Terbelis, a Pagan con-
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queror, by the promife of his daughter and a fair cu a ».
partition of the treafures of the empire. The Bul- xvvin
garian kingdom extended to the confines of Thrace;
and the two princes befieged Conftantinople at the
head of fifteen thoufand horfe. Apfimar  was
difmayed by the fudden and hoftile apparition of
his rival, whofe head had been promifed by the
Chozar, and of whofe evafioh he was yet ignor,
ant. After an atfence of ten years, the crimes
of Juftinian were faintly remembered, and the
birth and misfortunes of their hereditary fovereign
excited the pity of the multitude, ever difcontent.
ed with the ruling powers; and by the active
diligence of his adherents he was introduced into
the city and palace of Conftantine.

" In rewarding his allies and recalling his wife, mis refora.

-+ Juftinian difplayed fome fenfe of honour and gra- tion and

death,
titude ; and Terbelis retired, after fweeping away * a' .

an heap of gold coin, which he meafured with 7os—71n.
his Scythian whip. But never was vOw more
religioufly performed than the facred oath of re-
venge which he had fworn amidft the ftorms of
the Euxine. The two ufurpers, for [ muft referve -
the name of tyrant for the conqueror, were drag-
ged into the hippodrome, the oné from his prifon,
the other from his palace. Before their execution,
Leontius and Apfimar were caft proftrate in chains
beneath the throne of the emperor; and Juftinian,
planting a foot on each of their necks, contemplat-
ed above an hour the chariot-race, whlle the in-
conftant people fhouted , in the words of
the Plalmift, © Thou fhalt trample on the afp

\ . °
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« and bafilik, and on the lion and dragon fhalt
“ thou fet thy foot! ” The univerfal defection
which he had once experienced might provoke
him to repeat the wifh of Caligula, that the Romaa
people bad but one head. Yet I fhall prefume to
obferve, that fuch a wifl is unworthy of an inge-
njous tyrant, fince his revenge and cruelty would
bave been extinguifhed by a fingle blow , inftead
of the flow variety of tortures which Juitinian
inflited on the vittims of his anger. His pleafures
were inexbauftible: neither private virtue nor
public fervice could expiate the guilt of adive,
or even paflive, obedience to an eftablithed go-
vernment; and during the fix years of his new
reign, he confidered the axe, the cord, and the
rack, as the only inftruments of royalty. But his
moft implacable batred was pointed againft the
Cherfonites, who had infulted his exile and vio-
lated the laws of hofpitality. Their remote fitation
afforded fome means of defence, or at leaft of
efcape; and a grievous tax was impofed on Con-
ftantinople , to fupply the preparations of a fleet
and army. ‘ All are guilty ,and all muft perifh,”

.was the mandate of Juftinian; and the bloody

execution was entrufted to his favourite Stephen,
who was recommended by the epithet of the
favage. Yet even the favage Stephen imperfectly
accomplifhed the intentions of his fovereign. The
flownefs of his attack allowed the greater part of
the inhabitants to withdraw into the country;and
the minifter of vengeance contented himfelf with
reducing the youth of both fexes to a ftate of
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fervitude, with roafting alive feven of the princi-
pal citizens , with drowning twenty in the fea,
and with referving forty-two in chains to receive
their doom from the mouth of the emperor. In
their return, the fleet was driven on the rocky
fhores 6f Anatolia; and Juftinian applauded the
obedience of the Euxine, which had involved fo
many thoufands of his fubjects and enemies in 2
common fhipwreck : but the tyrant was fill in-
fatiate of blood; and a fecond expedition was
commanded to extirpate the remains of the pro-
{cribed colony. In the (hort interval, the Cherfonites
had returned to their city, and were prepared to
die in arms ; the khan of the Chozars had renounced
the caufe of his odious brother ; the exiles of every
province were affembled in Tauris; and Bardanes,
under the name of Philippicus , was invefted with
the purple. The Imperial troops, unwilling and
‘ unable to perpetrate the revenge of Juftinian ,
. efcaped his difpleafure by abjuring his allegiance ;
the fleet,, under their new fovereign, lteered back
a more aufpicious courfe to the harbours of Sinope
and Conﬁantino[\)le ;and every tongue was prompt
to pronounce, every hand to execute, the death
of the tyrant. Deflitute of friends, he was deferted
by his Barbarian guards; and the ftroke of the
aflaffin was praifed as an a@ of patriotifm and
Roman virtue, His fon Tiberius had taken refuge
in a church ; ‘his aged grandmother guarded the
door; and the innocent youth, fufpending round
his neck the moft formidable relics , embraced
with one hand the altar, with the other the wood

CHAP,
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of the true crofs. But the popular fury that dares
to trample on fuperftition, is deaf to the cries of
humanity ; and the race of Heraclius was extin-
guifhed after a reign of one hundred years.
Between the fall of the Heraclian and the rife
of the Ifaurian dynafty, a fhort interval of fix
years is divided into three reigns. Bardanes, or
Philippicus, was hailed at Conftantinople as an
hero who had delivered his country from a tyrant ;
and he might tafte fome moments of happinefs in
the firft tranfports of fincere and univerfal joy.
Juftinian had left behind him an ample treafure,

“the fruit of cruelty and rapine: but this ufeful

fund was foon and idly diffipated by his fucceflor.
On the feftival of his birth-day, Philippicus en-

- tertained the multitude with the games of the

hippodrome ; from thence he paraded through
the ftreets with a thoufand banners and a thoufand

“trumpets ; rcf;e[hed ‘himfelf in the baths of Zeu-

xippus, and, returning to the palace , entertained
his nobles with a fumptuous banquet. At the
meridian hour he withdrew to his chamber, in-
toxicated with flattery and wine, and forgetful
that his example-had made every fubjec ambitious
and that every ambitious fubjet was his fecret
enemy. Some bold confpirators introduced them-
felves in the diforder of the feaft; and the flum-

_ bering monarch was furprifed, bound, blinded,
,and depofed , before he was fenfible of his danger.

Yet the traitors were deprived of their reward ;

. and the free voice of thé fenate and people pro-

moted Artemius from the office of fecretary to
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that of emperor: he affumed the title of Anaftafius ¢ u a .
the fecond, and difplayed in a fhort and troubled xcviir
reign the virtues both of peace and war. Bue, Avafeafus i
after the extin@ion of the Imperial line, the rale A Jone ‘”3’
of obedience was violated, and every change
diffufed the feeds of new revolutions. In a mutiny

of the fleet, an obfcure and reluctant officer of

the revenve was forcibly invefted with the purple:

after fome months of a naval war, Anaftafius
refigned the fceptre; and the conqueror, Theo- Theodo.
dofius the third, fubmitted in his turn to the fu- ﬁ“;"/w
perior afcendaut of Leo, ‘the general and emperor January. |
of the Orienta] troops. His two predeceffors were
permitted to embrace the ecclefiaftical profeflion:

the reftlefs impatience of Anaftafius tempted him

to rilk and to lofe his life in a treafonable enter-

prife; but the laft days of Theodofius were ho- -
nourable and fecure. The fingle fublime word

“ HEALTH,” Which he infcribed on‘his tomb,
exprefles the confidence of philofophy or religion ;

and the fame of his miracles was long preferved

‘among the peop]e of Ephefus. This convenient

‘fhelter of the church mlght fometimes impofe a |
leffon of clemency; but it may be queftioned whe-

ther it is for the public intereft to diminifh the

perils -of unfuccefsful ambition.

I have dwelt on the. fall of a tyrant; I fhall teo 1. eme
'brxeﬂy reprefent the founder of a new dynafty , f“g'“' .
who is known to pofterity by the invedives of march as’
his enemies, and whofe public and private life is
involved in the ecclefiaftical ftory of the Icono.
claﬁs th in fpm: of the clamouss of fuperftition,
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a favourable prejudice for the charadter of Leo
the Ifaurian, may be reafonably drawn from the
obfcurity of his birth,, and the duration of his
reign.—IL. In an age of manly fpirit, the profpect
of an Imperial reward would have kindled every
energy of the mind, and produced a crowd of
‘competitors as deferving as they were defirous

-to reign. Even in the corruption and debility of

the modern Greeks, the elevation of a plebeian

" Trom the laft to the firlt rank of fociety , fuppofes

fome qualifications above the level of the multi- -
tude. He would probably be ignorant and difdainful
of fpeculative fcrence; and in the-: purfuit of for-
tune , he might abfolve himfelf from the obligations
of benevolence and juftice: but to his charadter
we may afcribe the ufeful virtues of prudence and
fortitude, the knowledge of mankind, and the

‘Important art .of gaining their confidence and
p & g

dirccling their paflions. It is agreed that Leo was
a native of Ifauria, and that Conon was his pri-
mitive name. The writers, whofe awkward fatire
1s praife, defcribe him as an itinerant pedlar who
drove an afs with fome paltry merchandife to the
country fairs; and foolifhly relate that he met on
the road fome Jewifh fortune-tellers, who promif-
.ed him the Roman empire, on condition that he

" fhould abolifh the worfhip of idols. A more prob-

able account relates the migration of his father
from Afia Minor to Thrace, where he exercifed
the lucrative trade of a grazier ; and he muft have
acquired confiderable wealth, fince the firft intro-
‘duction of his fon was procured by a fupply of

. .
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five hundred fheep to the Imperial camp. His firt cu ar.
fervice was in the guards of Juftinian, where he xLVuIL

foon attracted the notice, and by degrees the
jealoufy, of the tyrant His valour and dexterity
were confpicuous 1n the Colchian war: from Ana-
ftafius he received the command of the Anatolian
legions, and by the fuffrage of the foldiers he
was raifed to the empire with the general applaufe
of the Roman world.— II. In this dangerous ele-
vation,.Leo the third fupported himfelf againft
the envy of his equals, the difcontent of a pow-
erful facion, and the affaults of his foreign and
domeltic enemies. The Catholics, who accufe his
religious innovations, are obliged to confefs that
they were undertaken with temper and conducted
with firmnefs.. Their filence fefpects the wildom
of his adminiftration and the purity of his man-
ners. After a reign of twenty-four years , he peace-
ably expired in the palace of Conftantinople;

and the purple which he had acquired, was tranf- .

mitted by the right of inheritance to the third
-geueration.

In a lone reign of thirty-four years, the fon Conflan

and fucceflor of Leo, Conftantine the fifth, fur-

named Copronymus attacked with lels temper- mus,

ate zeal the images or idols of the church. Their *
votaries have exhaufted the bitternefs of religi-

ous gall, in their portrait of this fpotted panther,
this anti-chrift, this flying dragon of the fer-
pents feed, who furpafied the vices of Elagaba-
lus and Nero. His reign- was a long butchery of
whatever was moft noble, or holy, or innacent,

/
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in his empire. In perfon, the emperor affift:
ed at the exccution of his vi&ims, furveyed their

-agonies , liftened to their groans, and indulged,
.without fatxatmg, his appetite for blood: a plate

of nofes was accepted as a grateful offering , and
his domeltics were often’ fcourgcd or mutilated
by the royal hand. His furname was derived from
his pollution of his baptifmal font. The infant
might be excufed ; but the manly pleafures of Co-
pronymus degraded him below the level of a brute;
his luft confounded the eternal diftin@ivns of fex
and fpecies; and he feemed to extra@ fome unnatus
ral delight from the objects moft offenfive to humarn
fenfe. In his teligion, the. Iconoclalt was an
Heretic, a Jew, a Mahometan, a Pagan, and
an Atheift; and his belief of an invifible powet
could be difcoveréd only in his. magic rites,
human vi&ims and no&urnal facrifices to Venus
and the dzmons of antiquity. His life was flain:
ed with the mioft oppofite vices, and the ulcers
which covered his body, anticipated before his
death the fentiment of hell-tortures. Of thefe
accufations, which I have fo patiently copied, a
part is refuted by its own abfurdity; and in the
private anecdotes of the life of princes, the lie is
more eily as the dete@ion is more difficult.
Without adoptitig the petnicious maxim, that
where much is alleged, fomething muft be true,
1 can however difcern, that Conftantine the fifth
was diffolute and cruel Calumny is more prone

© to' exaggerate than to invent; and her licenti-

ous tongue is cheeked in fome meafure by . the

experience
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experience of the age and country to which the cuar
appeals. Of the bifhops and monks, the gene- xLvux’
rals and magiftrates, who are faid to have “fuf-
fered under his reign, the numbers are recorded,
the names were confpicuous, the execution was
public, the mutilation vifible and permanent. -
The Catholics hated the perfon and government
of Copronymus; but even their hatred is a proof !
of their oppreflion. They diffemble the provo- .
cations which might excufe or juftify his rigour, but
.even thefe provocations muft gradually inflame his
refentment, and harden his temper in the ufe or
the abufe of defpotifm. Yet the charaéter of the
fifth Conftantine was not devoid of merit, nor did-
his government always deferve the curfes or the cons' .
tempt of the Greeks. From the confeffion of his ene-
mies, 1 am informed of the reftoration of an an-
cientaquedud, of the redemption of two thoufand
five hundred captives, of the uncommon plenty
of the times, and of the new colonies with
which he repeopled Conftantinople and the Thra-
cian cities. They reluctantly praife his activity
and courage; he was on hoifeback in the field
at the head of his legions; and, although the
fortune of his arms was various, he triumphed
by fea and land, on the Euphrates and the
Danube, in civil and Barbarian war. Heretical
praife muft be caft into the fcale, to counterba
lance the weight of orthodox inved&ive. The
Iconoclafts revered the virtues of the .princes
forty years after his death, they ftill prayed bes
fore the tomb of the faint, A -miraculous vifion
VoL. VIIL Z
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was propagated by fanaticifm or fraud: and the
Chriftian_h¢ro appeared on a milk-white. fteed,
brandifhirig his lance, againft the pagans of Bul.

. garia: -« An abfurd fable,” fays the Catholichiftcs

nan, ©fince Copronymus is chained wuh t,hc
daxmons i, the abyfs of hell.”

Leo the fourth, the fon of the fifth> and the
father of the fixth Conftanting, was of a feeble
conftitution both of mind and body, and the
principal eare of his reign was the fettlement of
the fucceflion. . The aflociation of the young
Confianting was urged by the . officious zeal of
his fubjedts; and the emperor, confcious of his
decay, complied, after a prudent hefitation, with
their unanimous wifhes. The royal mfaut, ag
the age of five years, was crowned with his
mother Irene; and the national confent was, ratie
fied by every circumftance-of pomp and folemn-
ity, that could dazzlg the eyes;, or bind the
confeience, of the Greeks. An oath of fidelity
was adminiftered in the palace,, the church, and
the hippodrome, to the feveral orders of the

- ftate, whe adjured:the holy names of the fon,

and mwather, of God. “Be witnefs, O Chrift! thag

- « we wilk watch over the fafety of Conftantine

“ the fon of Leo, expofe our lives in his {erviee,
“ and bear true allegiance to his perfoa and

« pofterity.” They pledged their faith on the
wood of the true crofs , and the a& of their en-
gagement was depoﬁted\ én the altar of St. So.
phia; The firlk to fwear, and the firft to violate

' their; qath,. ,were the five fons of Copronymus

-
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by a fecond marriage; and ‘the ftory of thefe
pnnces is fingular gnd tragic. The right of pri-
mogenitute excluded them from the throne; the
injuftice of their elder brother defrauded them
of a legacy of about two millions Rerling; fome

vain titles were not deemed a fufficient compens' .

fation for wealth and power; and they repeatedly
confpired againft their nephew, before and after
the death of his father. Their firlt attempt was
pardoned; for the fecond offence they were cons
demned to the ecclefiaftical ftate: and for the
third treafon, Nicephorus, the eldeft and moft
gullty, was deprlved of his eyes, and  his four
rothers, Chriftopher, Nicetas, Anthemetus, and
Fudoxas, ,were punifhed, as a milder fentence, by
the amputation of their tongues. After five
years confinement, they efcaped to the thurch

CHAV
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of St. Sophia, and difplayed a pathetic fpeQacle -

to the people. « Counttymen and Chriftians,”
cried Nicephorus for himfelf and his mute breth-
ten, “ behold the fons of your emperor, if you
« can ftill recognife our features in this miferable
¢ ftate. A lfe, an 1mperfe& life, is all that the
“ malice of our enemies has fpared. It is now
& threatened, and we now. throw ourfelves on
“ your compaﬂion ”  The rifing murmur might
have produced a revolution, had it not been
checked by the prefence of a minifter, who
foothed the unhappy princes with flattery and

Lope, and gently drew them from the fanctuary-

to the palace. They were fpeedily embarked
for Greece, and Athens was allotted for the
Z 3
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place of their exile. In this calm retreat, and in
their ‘helplefs condition, Nicephorus and his
brothers were tormented by the thirft of power,
and tempted by a Sclavonian chief, who offered
to break their prifon, and to lead them in arms,
and in the purple, to the gates of Conftanti-
nople. But the Achenian people, ever zealous.
in the caufe of Irene, prevented her juftice or
cruelty; and the five fons of Cozronymus were
plunged in eternal darknefs and oblivion '

For himfelf, that emperor had chofen a Bar-
barian wife, the daughter of the khan of the
Chozars: bup in the marriage of his heir, he
preferred an Athenian virgin, an orphan, feven-
teen years old, whofe fole fortune muft have
confifted in her perfonal accomplithments. The
quptials of Leo and krene 'were celebrated with
royal pomp; fhe foon acquired the love and
confidence of a feeble hufband, and in his
teftament he declared the emprefs , guardian. of
the Roman world, and of their fon- Conftantine
the fixth, who was no more than ten years of
age. During his childhood, Irene moft ably and:
affiduoufly difcharged, in her public adminiftra-
tion, the duties of a faithful mother; and her
zcal in the reftoration of images has deferved the
name and honours of a faint, which fhe ftill
occupies in the Greek calendar. But the emperor
attained the maturity of youth; the wmaternal

.yoke became more grievous ; and he liftened

to the favourites of his own age, - who fhared
his pleafures, and were ambitious of fharing his
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power Their reafons convinced him of his right,
their praifes of his ability , to reign; and he
confented to reward the fervices of Irene by a
perpetual banifbment to the ifle” of Sicily. But

CHAP,
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her vigilance and penetration eafily difconcerted .

their rafth projets; a fimilar, or more fevere)
punifhment was retaliated on themfelves and
their advifers ; and Irene infli¢ted on the ungrate-
ful prince the chaftifement of a boy. After this
conteft, the mother and the fon were at the head
- of two domeftic fa&ions ; and, inftead of mild
influence and vo;untary obedience, fhe held in
chains a captive and an enemy. The emprefs
was overthrown by the abufe of vi&tory; the
oath of fidelity which fhe exa&ed to herfelf
alone, was pronounced with reluctant murmurs ;

and the bold refufal of the Armenian guards -

encouraged a free and general declaration, that

Conftantine the fixth was the lawful emperor of

the Romans. In this chara&er he afcended his °

hereditary throne, and difmiffed Irene to a life

of folitude and repofe. But her haughty fpirit -

condefcended to the arts of diffimulation: fhe
flattered the bifhops "and eunuchs, revived the
filial tendernefs of the prince, regained his confi-
dence, and betrayed kis credulity. The chara@er
of Conftantine, was not defticute of fenfe or
fpirit ; but his education had been ftudioufly
negle@ted; and his ambitious mother expofed to
the public cenfure the vices which fhe had

nourifhed and the a@ions which fhe 'had fecretly.

" advifed: his divorce and fecond marriage offended
Z3
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the prejudices of the clergy , and by his ime
prudent rigour he forfeited the attachment of the
Armenian guards. A powerful confpiracy was

formed for the reftoratian of Irene ; and the

fecret though widely diffufed, was faithfully kepe
above eight months, till the emperor, fufpicious
of his danger, efcaped from Conftantinople,
with the deflign of appealing to the provinces
and armies. By this hafty flight, the emprefs
was left on the brink of the precipice; yet before
fhe implored the mercy of her fon, Irene
addreffed a private epiftle to the friends whom
{he had placed about his perfon, with a menace,
that unlefs they accomplifhed, she would reveal,

their sreafon. Their fear rendered them intrepid;
they feized the emperor on the Afiatic fhore,
and he was traofported to the porphyry - apart.
ment of the palace, where he had firft feen the
light, In the mind of Irene, ambition had ftifled
every Hfentiment of humanity and nature; ang
1t was decreed in .her bloody council, that
Conftantine fhould be rendered incapable of the

‘throne : her emiffaries affaulted the fleeping

prince, and ftabbed their. daggers with fuch
violence and precipitation into his eyes, as if
they meant to execute a_mortal fentence. An
ambiguous paffage of Thcophanes perfuaded the
annalift of the church that death was the imme-
diate confequence of this barbarous execution.
The Catholics have been - deceived or fubdued
by the authority of Baronius ; and .proteftant
acal has re-echoed the -words of a cagdinal,

\
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deﬁrous as it lhould feem, to favour: thc Patroni- cHA R
-efs of images. Yet .the blind fon of Irene wivim,
furvived many years, opprefled by the court

and forgotten by the world > the Ifaurian dynafty

was filently extinguifhed; and the memory of
Conftantine was recalled only by the nuptials of

bis daughter Euphrofyne with the cmperor
Michael the fecond.

The moft bigoted orthodoxy has : Juﬁly Trene,
execrated the unnatural mother, who ‘ay not A“g?lﬁ"'f; "
eafily be paralleled in the hiﬁory of crimes. Fo
her bloody deed, fuperftition has attributed - a
fubfequent darknefs of feventeen days; during
which many veflels in mid-day were driven
from their courfe, as if the fun, a globe.of fire

fo vaft and fo remote, could . fympathife with
 the atoms of a revolving planet. On earth, the
crime of Irene was left five years unpumifhed;
her reign &was crowned: with external’ fplen-
dour; and if fhe could filence ‘the vaise -of
confcience, fhe neither heard nor regirded the
reproaches of mankind. The Roman .world
bowed to the government of a female; and -as
fhe moved through the fireets of Conftantindple,
_ the reins of four milk-white fteeds were held by
as many patricians, who marched on foot before
the golden chariot of their queen. Bat thefe -
patricians were for the moft part eunuchs;: and
their black ingratitude juftified, orr this occaﬁcm,
the popular hatred and contempt. Raifed ,
riched, entrufted with the firft: dignities of thc‘
empire, they bafely confpired againft theiv' bengs

. VAV
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fadrefs : the great treafurer Nicephorus was
fecretly invefted with the purple; her fucceffor
was introduced into the palace, and crowned
at St. Sophia by the venal patriarch. In their

. firlt interview , fhe recapitulated with dignity

the revolutions of her life, gently accufed the
perfidy of Nicephorus, infinuated that he owed
his life to her unfufpicious clemency, and, for
the throne and treafures which fhe refigned,
folicited a decent and honourable retreac. His
avarice refufed this modeft' compenfation; and,
in her exile of the ifle of Lefbos, the emprefs
earned a fcansy fubfiftence by the labours of hcr
diftaff.

Maoy tyrants have reigned undoubtedly more
criminal than Nicephorus, but none perhaps
have more deeply incurred. the univerfal abhor-

rence of their people. His character was ftained -

with ‘the three odious vices of hypoérify , ingra-

titude, and avarice: his want of virtue was not-

redeemed by any fuperior talents, nor his want
of talents by any pleafing qualifications. Unfkilful
and unfortunate in war, Nicephorus was van.
quifhed by the Saracens, and flain by the
Bulgarians ; and the advantage of his death

overbalanced, in the public opinion, the deftruc-.

tion of a Raman army. His {on and heir Staura.
cius efcaped from the field with 2 mortal wound:

yet fix months of an expinng life were fufficient -
to refute his indecent, though popular declara- -
"ttion , that hé would in all things avoid the
examplé of his father. On the near profpe@ of.
“his deceafe, Michael, the great malter of the
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palace, and the hufband of his fifter Pro- cmace.
copia , was named by: every perfon of “the xrLvuL.
palace and city, except by his envious ‘brother.
Tenacious of a fceptre now falling from his

hand, ke confpired againft the life of his fuc-
.ceﬂ"or and cherifhed the idea of changing to-a
_dcmocracy the Roman empire. But thefe rath
proje&s ferved only to inflame the zeal of the

people and to remove the fcruples of the candi- michaarr
date: Michael the firft accepted the purple, and Rhangabe,
before he funk into the grave, the fon of Nice- gaonb:':’
phorus implored the clemency of his new fover.
eign. Had Michael in an age of peace afcended
-an hereditary throne , he ‘might have reigned -
and .died the father of his people: but his mild
. virtues were adapted to the fhade of private
life., nor was he capable of controlling the
ambition of his equals, or of refifting the arms
of the vi@orious Bulgarians. While his want of
ability and fuccefs expofed him to the contempt
of the foldiers, the mafculine fpirit of his wife
Procopia awakened their indignation. Even the
Greeks of the ninth century were provoked by
the infélence of a female, who, in the front of
the ftandards, prefumed to dxreét their. difcipline .
and animate their valour; and their licentious
clamours advifed the new Semiramis to reverence °
the majefly of a Roman camp. After an unfuc-
cefsful campaign, the emperor left in their
winter-quarters of Thrace, a difaffected army
under the command of his enemies; and their

artful eloquence perfuaded the foldiers to break -
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the dominion of the eunuchs, to degrade the
hufband of Procopia, and to affert the right of
a military eleion. They marched towards the
capital: yet the clergy, the fenate, and the people
of Conftantinople, adhered to the caufe of
Michael; and the troops and treafures of Afia
might have protracted the mifchiefs of civil war,
But his humanity (by the ambitious, it .will be .
termed his weaknefs ) protefted , that not a
drop of Chriftian blood fhou{d be fhed in his
quarrel, and his meflengers prefented the con-
querors with the keys of the city and the
palace. They were difarmed by his innocence

- and fubmiffion; his life and his eyes were fpared;
.and the Imperial monk enjoyed the comforts of

folitude and religion above thirty-two years after
he had been firipped of the purple and feparated
from his wife.

A’ rebel, in the time of Nicephorus, the famous
and unfortunate Bardanes, had once the curiofity

"to confult an Afiatic prophet who, after prog.

nofticating his fall, announced the fortunes of
his three principal oiﬁcers,'Leo the Armenian,
Michael the Phrygian, and Thomas the Cappa-
docian, the fucceflive reigns of the two former,
the fruitlefs and fatal enterprife of the third. This
prediction was verified, or rather was produced,
by the event. Ten years -afterwards, when the
Thracian camp rejected the hufband of Procopia,
the crown was prefented to the fame Leo, the
firft in military rank and the fecret author of the |
mutiny.. As lie affected to hefitate, < With this
“ fword,” faid his companion Michael, “ I will
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“ open the gates of Conflantinople to your Im, amaP.
« perial fway; or inftantly plunge it into your xivnrn
“ bofom, if you obftinately refift the juft defires
¢« of your fellow - foldiers.” The compliance of
the Armenian was rewarded with the empire;
and he reigned feven years and an half upder the
name of Leo the fifth, Educated in a camp, and
ignorant both of laws and letters, he introduced
into his civil government the rigour and even
cryelty of military difcipline; but if his feverity
was fometimes dangerous to the innocent, it was
.always formidable to the guilty. His religious
inconftancy wag taxed by the epithet of Chame.
leon, but the Catholics have acknowledged by
the voiqe of a faint and confeflor, that the life
of the Icanoclaft was ufeful to the republic. The
zeal of his companion Michael was repaid with
riches, honours, and military command; and his
ﬁmedmaxc talents were beneficially employed in
the public fervice. Yet the Phrygian was difs
fatisfied at recexvmg as a favour a fcanty portion
of the Imperial prize which he hid beftowed on
his equal; and his difcontent, which fometimes
evaporated in hafty difcourfe, at length affumed
a more threatening and hoftile afpet againft a

- prince whom he reprefented as a cruel tyrant,
Fhat tyrant , however , repeatedly detected,
warnéd, and difmiffed. the old companion of his
arms, 6l fear and refentment prevailed over gra-
titude; and Michael, after a fcrutiny in® hig
actions and defigns, was convicted of treafon;
and fentenced to be hurnt, alive in the furnace of
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the private baths. The devout humanity of the
emprefs Theophano was fatal to her hufband and
family. A folemn day, the twenty-fifth of De-
cember, had been fixed for the execution: fhe
urged, that the anniverfary of the Saviour's birth
would be profaned by this inhuman fpe@acle,
and Leo confented with relucance to a decent
refpite.. But on the vigil of the feaft, his fleeplefs
anxiety prompted him to vifit at the dead of
night the chamber in which his enemy was con-
fined: he beheld him releafed from his chain,
and ftretched on his gaoler's bed in a profound
flumber: Leo was alarmed at thefg figns of fecuri-
ty and intelligence; but, though he retired with
filent fteps, his entrance and departure were no-
ticed by a flave who lay concealed in a corner
of the prifon. Under the pretence of requefting
the fpiritual aid of a confeflfor, Michael informed
the confpirators, that their lives depended on his
difcretion, and that a few hours were left to af-
fure their own fafety , by the deliverance of
their friend and country. On the great feftivals,
a chofen band of priefts and chanters was ad-
mitted into the palace by a private gate to fing
matins in the chapel; and Leo, who regulated
with the fame firitnefs the difcipline of the choir
and of the camp, was feldom abfent from thefé
early devotions. In the ecclefiaftical habit, but
with fwords under their robes, the confpirators
mingfd with the proceffion, lurked in the angles of
the chapel, and expected, as the fignal of murder,
the intonation of the firt pfalm by the emperor
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himfelf. The imperfe& light, and the: uniformity
of drefs, might have favoured his efcape, while

“their affault was pointed againft an harmlefs.

prieft; but they foon difcovered their miftake,
and encompafled on all fides the royal victim.
Without a weapon and without a friend, he
grafped a weighty crofs, and ftood at bay agai_nﬂ:

the hunters of his life; but as he alked for mercy,

% This is the hour, not of mercy, but of venge-

“ ance,” was the mexorable reply. The ftroke
- of a well-aimed fword feparated from his body
the right arm and the crofs, and Leo the Arme-
nian was flain at the foot of the altar.

CHAN
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A memorable reverfe of fortune was difplayed Michael IL,
in Michael the fecond, who, from a defe@ in the Stam-

merer,

his fpeech, was furnamed the Stammerer. He j, p. 820,
‘was foatched from. the fiery furnace to the fover- Pee. 35

eiguty of an empire;- and as in the tumult a
fmith could not readily be found, the fetters
remained on his legs feveral hours after he was.
feated on the throne of the Cxfars. The royal
blood which had been the price cf his elevation,
was unprofitably fpent: in the purple he retained
the ignoble vices of his origin; and Michael loft
his provinces with as fupine indifference as if
they had been the inheritance of his fathers. His

title was difputed by Thomas, the laft of the mi-
litary triumvirate, who tranfported into Europe

fourfcore thoufand Barbarians from the banks of
the Tigris and the fhores of the Cafpians He.
formed the fiege of. Conftantinople; but the ca.
pital was defended with fpiritual and_carnal
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weapons;- 2 Bulgarian king affaulted the camp of
the Orientals, and Thomas had the misfortune,
or the weaknefs, to fall alive into the power of"
the conqueror. The hands and feet of the rebel
were amputated ; he was placed on an afs, and,
amidlt the infults of the people, was led through
the ftreets, which he fprinkled with his blood.
‘The depravation of manners, as favage as they
were corrupt, is marked by the prefence of the
emperor himfelf. Deaf to the lamentations of a
fellow- foldiet, he inceflantly prefled the difco.
very of more aceompllces, tll his curiofity was
checked by the queftion of an honeft or guilty
minifter: * Would you give credit to an enemy,
« againft the moft faithful of your friends ?
After the death of his firft wife, the emperor,
at the requeft of the fenate, drew from her mo-’

, maftery. Euphrofyne , the daughter of Conftantine

the fixth. Her auguft birth might jultify a ftipu-
lation in the marriage-contract, that her children

* thould- equally fhare the émpire with their ‘elder

Theophilus,
A. D. 829,
‘Ofeder 34

brother. But the nuptials. of Michael and Euphro-

{yne were barreny and fhe was content with the

title of mother of Theophilus, his fon and fue-
ceffor.

The charaéter of Theophllus is a tare example
w1 which rc]lglous zeal has allowed, and perhaps
magnified , .the virtues of an heretic and a perfe-
cutor. His valour was often felt by the enemies,’
and his juftice by the fubjes, of the monarchy; but
the valour of Theophilus was rath and fruitlefs,
and his juftice arbitrary and cruel. He difplayed the
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banner of the crofs againft the Saracens; but his ¢ u a ».
five expeditions were concluded by a fignal over- xLvin
throw; Amorium, the native'city of his anceftors,
was levelled with thc ground, and from his military
toils, he derived only the furname of the Unfor-
tunate. The wifdom of a fovereign is comprifed -
in the inftitution of laws and the choice of magif-
trates, and while he feems without acion, his
civil government revolves round his centre with.
the filence and order of the planetary fyftem. But
the juftice of Theophilus was fathioned on the
model of the Oriental defpots, who, in perfonal
and irregular aQs of authority , .confult the reafon
or paflion of the moment, without meafuring
the fentence by the law or the penalty by the
offence. A poor woman threw herfelf at the
emperor’s fect to complain ofa powerful neighbour,
- the brother of the emprefs, who had raifed his
. palace wall to fuch an inconvenient height, that
her humble dwelling was excluded from light and
air.  On the proof of the fat, inftead of grant.
ing, like an ordinary judge, fufficient or ample
damages to the plaintiff, the fovereign adjudged
to her ufe and bevefit the palace and the ground.
Nor was Theophilus content with this extravagant
fatisfaction: his zeal converted a civil trefpafs into
2 criminal a&t; and the uofortunate patrician was
firipped and fcourged in the public place of
Conftantinople. Feor fome venial offences, fome
~defed of equity or vigilance, the principal mi-
nifters, a prafett, a queflor, a captain of the
guards, were banifhed or mutilited, or fcalded
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with boiling pitch, or burnt alive in the hippo-
drome; and as thefe dreadful examples might be
the effects of error or capricé, they muft have
alienated from his fervice the beft and wifeft of
the citizens. But the pride of the monarch was
flattered in the exercife of power, or, as he
thought, of virtue; and the people fafe in their
obfcurity ,  applauded the danger and debafement
of their fuperiors. This extraordinary rigour was
juftified, in fome meafure, by its falutary con-
fequences; fince, after a fcrutiny of feventeen
days, not a complaint or abufe could be found
in the court or city : and it might be alleged that
the Greeks could be ruled only with a rod of iron,"
and that the public intereft is the motive and law
of the fupreme judge. Yet in the crime, or the
fofpicion, of treafon, that judge is of all others
the moft credulous and partial. Theophilus might
infli& a tardy vengeance on the affaflins of Leo
and the faviours of his father; but he enjoyed

-the fruits of their crime; and his jealous tyranny

facrificed a brother and a prince to the future
fafety of his life. A Perfian of the race of the
Saffanides died in poverty and exile at Conftan-
tinople, leaving an only fon, the iflue of a
plebeian marriage. At the age of twelve years,
the royal birth of Theophobus was revealed, and
his merit was not unworthy of his birth. He was
educated in the Byzantine palace, a Chriftian
and a foldier; advanced with rapid fleps in
the career of fortune and glory ;- received
the hand of the emperor’s fifter ;  and was
’ o promoted
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promoted to the command of thirty .thoufand
Perfians, who, like his father, had fled from the
Mahometan conquerors. Thefe troops, -doubly
infe&ed with mercenary and fanatic vices, ,were

defirous of revolting againft their benefactor, and

ere@ing the ftandard of their native king: but
the loyal Theophobus rejected their offers , difcons

certed their fchemes, and efcaped from their

hands to the camp or palace of his royal brother.
A generous confidence might have fecured a
faithful and able guardian for his wife and his
infant fon, to whom Theophilus, in the flower
of his age, was compelled to leave the inheritance
of the empire. But his jealoufy was exafperated
by envy and, difeafe: he feared the dangerous
virtues which might either fupport or opprefs their
infancy and weaknefs; and the dying emperor
demanded thé héad of the Perfian prince. With
favage delight, he recognifed the familiar features
of his brother: “ Thou art no longer Thecphobus,”
he fajd; and, finking on his couch, he added,
with a faultering voice, “Soon, too foon, I fhall
% be no more Theophilus!”

The Ruffians, who have borrowed from the
Greeks the greateft part of their civil and eccle-
fiaftical policy, preferved, all the laft century,
a fingular inftitution in the mamage of the Cazar.
They colle¢ted, not the virgins of every rank
and of every province, avain and romantic idea,
but the daughters of the principal nobles, who
awaited in the palace the choice of their fover-
eign. It is affirmed, that a fimilar method was

-Yor. VIIL Aa
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adopted in the nuptials of Theophilus. VVlth a
golden apple in his hand, he flowly walked be-
tween two lines "of contendmg beauties © his eye
was detained by the charms of Icafia, and, in
the awkwardnefs ofa firft declaration, the prince
could only obferve, that, in this vuo:ld women
had been the caufe of much evil: « And furely,
“ fir, ”. fhe pertly replied, « they have likewife
¢ been the occafion of much good.” This affe@.
ation of unfeafonable wit difpleafed the Imperial
Jover: he turned afide in difguft; Icafia concealed
her mortification in a convent; and the modeft
filence of Theodora was rewarded with the g6lden
apple. She deferved the love, but did not efcape
the feverity , of her lord. From the palace garden
hs beheld a veflel deeply Jaden, and fteering into
the port: on the difcovery that the precious cargo of
Syrian luxury was the property of his wife, he
condcmned the fhip to the flames, with a fharp
reproach, that her avarice had degraded the

- character of an emprefs into that of a merchant,

Yet his laft choice entrufted her with the guar-
dianthip of the empire and her fon Michael, who
was left an orphan in the fifth year of his age.
‘The reftoration of images , and the final extirpation

" of the Iconoclafts, has endeared her name to the

devotion of the Greeks; but in the fervour of
religious zeal, Theodora entertained a grateful
regard for the memory and falvation of her hufband.
After thirteen years of a prudent and frugal ad-
miniftration, fhe perceived the decline of herx
anfluence; but the fecond Irene imitated only the
virtues of her predeceffor. Inftead of cenfpiring
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againft the life or government of her fon, fhe
retired, without a {truggle though not w1thout
amurmur, to the folitude of private life, deploring
the ingratitude, the vices, and the inevitable ruin,
of the worthlefs youth.

Among the fueceflors of Nero and Elagabalus,
we have not hitherto found in the imitation of their
vices, the character of a Roman prince who con-
fidered pleafure as the obje& of life, and virtue
as the enemy of pleafure. Whatever might have
been the maternal care of Theodora in the educa-
tion of Michacl the third, her unfortunate fon
. was a king before he was a man. If the ambitious
mother laboured to check the progrefs of reafon,
the could not cool the ebullition of paffion; and
her felfilh policy was juftly repaid by the con-
tempt and ingratitude of the headftrong youth.
At the age of eighteen, her¢jected her authority,
without feeling his own incapacity to govern the
empire and himfelf. With Theodora, all gravity
and wifdom retired from the court; their place
was fupplied "by the alternate daminion of vice
and folly; and it was impoffible, without for-
feiting the public efteem, to acquire or preferve
the favour of the emperor. The millions of gold,
and filver which had been accumulated for the
fervice of the fRtate, were lavifhed en the vilel¥
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of men, who flattered his paflions and fhared his -

pleafures; and in a reign of thirteen years, the

richeft of fovereigns was compelled to frip the

alace and the churches of their precious furniture.

Like Nero, he dclxghtxd in the amufements of
Aaz
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the theatre, and fighed to be furpaflfed in the ac-
complifhments in which he fhould have blufhed
to excel. Yet the ftudies of Nero in mufic and
poetry , betrayed fome fymptoms of a liberal tafte ;
the more ignoble arts of the fon of Theophilus were
confined to the chariot-race of the hippodrome.
The four factions which had agitated the peace,
ftill amufed the idlenefs, of the capital: for him-
felf, the emperor aflumed the blue livery; the
three rival colours were diftributed to his favour-
ites, and in the vile though eager contention he
forgot the dignity of his perfon and the fafety of
his dominions. He filenced the meffenger of an
vafion, who prefumed to divert his attention
in the moft critical moment of the race; and by
his command, the importunate beacons were ex.
tinguifhed, that too frequently fpread the alarm
from Tarfus to Conftantinople. The moft fkilful
charioteers obtained the firft place in his confid-
ence and efteem; their merit was profufely re-
warded; the emperor feafted in their houfes, and
prefented their children at the baptifmal font; and
while he applauded his own popularity , he affeGed
to blame the cold and ftately referve of his pre-
deceffors. The unnatural lufts which had de-
graded even the manhood of Nero , were banifhed
fxom the world ; yet the ftrength of Michael was
confumed by the indulgence of love and intem-
perance. In his midnight revels, when his paf-
fions were mnflamed by wine, he was provoked
to iffue the moft fanguinary commands ; and if
any feelings of humanity were left, he was

[}
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reduced, with the return of fenfe , to approve the
falutary difobedience of his fervants. But the
moft extraordinary feature in the charadter of
Michael, is the profane mockery of the religion
of his country. The fuperftition of the Greeks
might indeed excite the fmile of a philofopher:
but his fmile would have been rational and tem-
perate, and he muft have condemned the ignorant
folly of a youth who infulted the objeds of public

veneration. A buffoon of the court was jnvefted

in the robes of the patriarch : bis. twelve me-
tropolitans, among whom the empexor was rank-
ed, affumed their ecclefiaftical gatments : they
ufed or abufed the facred veflels of thig altar; and
" in. their bacchanalian feafls, the holy communion

awvas adminiftered in "a. naufeous compound of

vinegar and muftard.” - Nor were thefe impious
fpectacles concealed from the eyes of the city. On
the day of a folemn’ feltival, the emperor, with
his bithops or buffeons, rode on affes through the
ftreets , encountered the true patriarch at the head
of his clergy; and.by -their licentious thouts and
obfcene geltures, -difotdered the -gravity-of the
Chriftian proceflion.- The devotion of- Michael
appeared only in feme offence to reafon or piety:
he received his theatrical crowns from the ftatue
of the Virgin; and an imperial tomb was violated
“for the fake of ‘burning the bones of Coni{tantine
the Iconoclaft. By this extravagant conduct, the
. fon of Theophilus became as contemptible as he
* was odious: every citizen was impatient for the
deliverance of his country ; and even the favourites

’

Aag_
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of the moment were apprehenfive that a caprice -
might fnatch away what a caprice had be-
ftowed. In the thirtieth year of his age, and'in

‘the hour of intoxication ‘and fleep, Michael the

third was murdered in his chamber by the founder
of a new dynafty, whom the emperor had raifed

to an equality of rank and power.

The genealogy of Bafil the Macedonian. (if it

“be not the fpurious offspring of pride and flattery)

exhibits a genuine picture ‘of the revolution of the
molt illuftrious: families. The Arfacides, the rivals
of Rome, poffefled. the fceptre of the Eaft near
four hundred-years: a younger branch of thefe
Parthian~ kings ' continued to reign in Armenia;
and their royal:defcenddnts furvived the partition

and fervitude of that ancient monarchy. Two

of thefe, Artabanus and Chlienes, efcaped or re-
tired to the court of Leo- the firft: his bounty
feated them in a fafe and’ hofpitable exile,’ in the
province of Macedonia r- Adrianople was their final
fettlement. During feveral generations they main-
tained -the dignity of .their birth; and their Ro-
man patriotifm rcjedted. 'the tempting offers of the

" Perfian’ and Arabian powers, who¥ecalled them

to their native country. But their fplendour was
infenfibly clouded by time and poverty; and the

_ father of Bafil was reduced to a {fmall farm, which

he cultivated with his own hands: yet he fcorned
to difgrace the blood of the Arfacides by a plebeian
alliance ; his wife , 2 widow of Adrianople, was
pleafed to count among her anceftors, the great
Conflantine ; and their royal infant was conneéted

A
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by fome dark affinity of lineage or country with
the Macedonian Alexander. No fooner was he
born, than the cradle of Bafil, his famlly, and
his city, were fwept-away by an inundation of
- the Bulgarians: he was educated a.flave in a
foreign land; and in this fevere difcipline, he ac-
quired the hardmefs of body and flexibility of mind
which promoted his future elevation. In the age
of youth or manhood he fhared the deliverance
of the Roman captives, who generoufly broke
their fetters, marched. through Bu]garla to the
fhores of the Euxme defeated two armies of Bar-
barians, embarked in the fhips which had been
flationed for their reception, and returned to Con-
ftantinople, from whence they were diftributed
to their refpective homes. "But the freedom of
Bafil was naked and deftitute : his farm was
ruined by the calamities of war: after his father’s
death, his manual labour, or fervice, could no
longer fupport a family of orphans; and he re-
folved to feek a more confpicuous theatre, in
which every virtue and every vice may lead to
the paths of greatnéfs. The firlt night of his
arrival at Conftantinople , without friends or
money , the weary pilgrim flept on the fteps of
the church. of St. Diomede: he was fed by the
cafual hofpitality of a menk; and was introduced
to the fervice of a coufin and namefake of the
emperor Theophilus; who, though himfelf of a
diminutive perfon, was always followed by a
train of tall and handfome domeftics. Bafil attend-
ed his patron to the government of Peloponnefus;
Aay
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eclipfed , by his perfonal merit, the birth and
dignity of Theophilus , and formed an ufeful
connedion with a wealthy and charitable matron
of Patras. Her {piritual or carnal love embraced
the young adventurer, whom fhe adopted as her
fon. Danielis prefented him with thirty. flaves;
and the produce of her bounty was expended in
the fupport of his brothers, and the purchafe of.
fome large eftates in Macedonia. His gratitude or
ambition ftill attached him to the fervice of
Theophilus ; and a lucky accident recommended
him to the notice of the court, A’ famous wref-
tler, in the train of the Bulgarian ambaffadors,
had defied, at the royal banquet, the boldeft
and moft robuft of the Greeks. The ftrength of
Bafil was praifed ; ‘he accepted the challenge;
and the Barbarian champion was overthrown at
the firlt oofet. A beautiful but vicious horfe
was condemned to be hamftrung: it was fubdued -
by the dexterity and courage of the fervant of
Theophilus; and his conqueror was promoted
to an honourable rank in the Imperial ftables.
But it was impoflible to obtain the confidence
of Michael, without complying with his ‘vices;
and his new favourite, the great chamberlain of
the palace , was raifed and fupported by a dif-
graceful marriage with a royal concubine, and
the difhonour of his fifter, who fucceeded to
her place, The public adminiftration had been
abandoned to the Cgfar Bardas, ‘the brother
and enemy of Theodora; butthe asts'of female
influence perfuaded Michael to hate and, to fear

4
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his uncle : he was drawn from Conftantinople,
ander the pretence of a Cretan  expedition,
and ftabbed in the tent of audience , by the
fword of ‘the chamberlain, and in the prefence
©of the emperor. About a month after this execu-
tion, Bafil was invefted with the title of Auguftus
and the government of the empire. He fupported
this unequal affociation till his influence was for-
tified by popular efteem. His life was endanger-
ed by the caprice of the emperor; and his dignity
was profaned by a fecond colleague, who had
rowed in the gallies. Yet the murder of his
benefactor muft be condemned as an a& of in-
gratitude and treafon; and the churches which

he dedicated to the name of St. Michael, were ,

a poor and puerile expiation of his guilt.

The different ages of Bafil the firft, may be
compared with thofe of Auguftus. The fituation
of the Greek did not allow him in his earlieft
youth.to lead an army againft his country, ior
to profcribe the nobleft of her fons ; but his
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afpiring genius ftooped to the arts of a flave; he

diffembled his ambition and _even - his virtues.,
and gralped, with the bloody hand of an affaffin,
‘the empire. which he ruled with the wifdom and
‘tendernefs of a parent. A private citizen may
feel his intereft.repugnant to his duty; but it
muft: be from a deficiency of fenfe or courage,
that.an abfolute monarch can feparate his happi-
nefs from his glory, or his glory from the public
"welfare. The Iife or panegyric of Bafil has indeed
been compofed and publithed under the long
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reign of his defcendants; but even their Rability
on the throne may be juftly afcribed to the fupe-
rior merit of their anceftor. In his chara®er, his
grandfon Conftantine has attempted to delineate
a perfe& image of royalty: but that feeble prince,
unlefs he had copied a real model, could not
ezfily have foared fo high above the level of his

.own condué@ or conceptions. But the moft folid

praife of Bafil is drawn from the comparifon of
a ruined and a flourithing monarchy, ‘that which

‘he wrefted from’ the difolute Michael, and that

which he bequeathed to the Macedoman dynatfty.
The evils which had been fan&ified by time. and
example, were corrected by his mafter-hand ; and
he revived, if not the national fpirit, at leaft the
order and majeflty of the Roman empire. His

-application was indefatigable, his temper cool,

his underftanding vigorous and decifive ; and
in his practice he obferved that rare and fa]utary

‘moderation, which purfues each v1rtue, at an

equal diftance between the oppofite vices. His

 military fervice had been confined to the palace;

nor was the emperor endowed with the fpiri¢
or the talents of a warrior. Yet under his reign
the Roman arms were again formidable to the

Barbarians. As- foon as he had formed a new

army by difcipline and exercife, he appeared in
perfon on the banks of the Euphrates, curbed
the pride of the Saracens,, and fupprefled the
dangerous though juft revolt of the Manichzans.
His indignation againft a rebel who had “long
eluded his purfult provoked him to wifth and
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to pray, that, by the grace of God, he might
drive three arrows into the head of Chryfochir.
That odious head, which had been obtained by
treafon rather than by valour , was fufpended
from a tree, and thrice expofed to the dexterity
of the Imperial archer : a bale revenge againft
the dead , more worthy of the times, than of
the character of Bafil. But his principal merit

was in the civil adminiftration of the finances -

and of the laws. To replenith an exhaufted
treafury , it was propofed to refume the lavifh
and ill-placed’ gifts of his predeceffor: his pru-
derice abated one moiety of the reftitution; and
a fum of twelve bundred thoufand pounds was
inftantly procured to anfwer the moft prefling
demands, and to allow fome fpace for the mature
~ operations of ®conomy. Among the various
fchemes for the improvement of the revenue,
a new mode was" fuggefted of capitation, or
tribute, which would have too much depended
on the arbitrary difcretion of the affeflors. A
fufficient lit of honeft and able agents was in-
ftantly produced by the minifter ; but on the
more careful fcrutiny of Bafil himfelf, only two
could be found, who might be fafely entrufted

CHAP:
XLVIIL

with fuch dangerous powers; and they juftified .

his efteem by declining his confidence. But the
Aerious and fuccefsful diligence of the emperor
cftablifhed by degrees an equitable balance of
property and payment , of receipt and expen-

diture : a peculiar fund was appropriated to each’

fervice; and a pubfic method fecured the intereft

I
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of the prince and the property of the people.-
After reforming the luxury, he afligned two
patrimonial eftates to {upply the decent plenty,
of the Imperial table: the contributions of the
fubje@ were referved for hjs defence; and the
refidue was employed in the embellifhment of
the capital and provinces. A tafte for building;
however coftly, may deferve fome praife and
much excufe : from thence induftry is fed, art
is encouraged , and fome obje& is attained of
public emolument or pleafure: the ufe of a road,
an aquedué&t, or an hofpital , 1s obvious and
folid; and the hundred churches that arofe by
the. command of Bafil, were confecrated to the
devotion of the age. In the character of a judge,
he was affiduous and impartial ; defirous to fave,
but not afraid to firike: the oppreflors of the

. people were feverely chaltifed ; but his perfonal

foes, whom it might be unfsfe to pardon, were
condemned , after the lofs of their eyes, to a life
of folitude and repentance. The change of lan-
guage and .manners demanded a revifion of the

- obfolete jurifprudence of Juftinian: the volumi-

~ nous body of his Inftitutes, Pande&@s, Code, and

Novels, was digefted under forty titles, in the
Greek idiom ; and the Bafilics, which were
improved and completed by his fon and grandfon,
muft be referred to the original genius of the
founder of their race. This glorious reign was
terminated by an accident in the chace. A fu-
rious ftag entangled his horns in the belt of
Bafil, and raifed him from his horfe : he was
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refcued by an attendant, who cut the belt and cuavr.
flew the animal ; but the fall, or the' fever, xvrLvim.
exhaufted the firength of the aged monarch, and '

he expired in the palace, amidft the tears of his

family and people. If he ftruck off the head of

the faithful fervant, for prefuming to draw his

fword againft his fovereign; the pride of defpot-

ifm, which had lain dormant in his life, revived

in thé laft moments of defpair, when he no longer

wanted or valued the opinion of mankind.

Of the four fons of the emperor, Conftantine Leo VI. the
died before his father, whofe ‘grief and credulxty Zhl;;’m::;r
were amufed by a ﬁattermg impoftor and a vain March 1.
apparition. Stephen, the youngeft, was content
with the honours of a patriarch and a faint; beth
Leo and Alexander were alike invefted with the
purple, but the powers of government were
folely exercifed by the elder brother. The name
of Leo the fixth has been dignified with the title
of philofopher; and the union of the prince and
the fage, of the acive and fpeculative virtues,
would indeed confitute the perfection of human
. nature. But the claims of Leo are far fhort of this
ideal excellence. Did he reduce his paffions and .
appetites under the dominion of reafon? His life
was fpent in the pomp of the palace, in the fo-
ciety of his wives and concubines; and even the
clemency which he thewed, and the peace which
he ftrove to preferve, muft be imputed to the
foftnefs and indolence of his charaéer. Did he
fubdue his prejudices, and thofe of his fubje@s?

- His mind was tinged with the moft -puerile
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fuperflition ; the influence of the clergy, and the
errors of the people,. were confecrated by his
laws; and the oracles of Leo, which reveal, in
prophetic ftyle , the fates of the empire, are
founded on the arts of aftrology and divination.
If we fRill enquire the reafon of his fage appellation,
it can only be replied . that the for of Bafil was
lefs ignorant than the greater part of his con-
temporaries in church and ftate; that his education
had been directed by the learned Photius; and
‘that feveral books of profane and.ecclefiaftical
fcience were compofed by the pen, or in the
name, of the Imperial philofopher. But the repu-
tation of his philofophy and religion was over-
thrown by a domeftic vice, the repetition of his
nuptials. The primitive ideas of the merit and
holinefs of celibacy, wgre preached by the monks
and entertained by the Greeks. Marriage was
allowed as a neceffary means for the propagation of
mankind; after the death of either party, the furvivor
might fatisfy by a fecond union, the weaknefs or
the ftrength of the flefh: but a third marriage
was cenfured as a ftate of legal fornication; and
a fourth was a fin or fcandal as yet unknown to
the Chriltians of the Eaff. In the beginning of
his reign, Leo himfelf had abolithed the ftate of
concubines, and condemned, without annulling,
third marriages : but his patrioti{m and love foon
compelled him to violate his own laws, and to
incur the penance, which in a fimilar cafe he had
impofed on his fubjecs. In his three firft alliances,
his nuptial bed was unfruitful; the emperor re-
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qQuired a female companion, and the empire 2 cmar
legitimate heir. The beautiful Zoe was. intro- xwrviiL
duced into the palace as a concubine; and after

a trial of her fecundity, and the birth of Con-
ftantine , her. lover declared his intention of
legitimating the mother and the child , by the
celebration of his fourth nuptials. But the patriarch - )
Nicholas refufed his blefling : the Imperial baptifm

of the young prince was obtained by promife -

of feparation; and the consumacious hufband of

Zoe was excluded from the communion of the,
faithful. Neither the fear of exile, nor the de-
fertion of his brethren , nor the authority of the
Latin church, nor the danger of failure or doubt

in the fucceflion to the empire, could bend the
fpirit of the inflexible monk. After the death of

- Leo, he was recalled from exile to the civil and
ecclefiaftical adminiftration; and the edi@ of union
which was promulgated in the name of Conftan-

tine , condemned the future fcandal of fourth
marriages , and left a tacit imputation on his
own birth. '

* In the Greek languagc, purple and porphyry are atexander,
the fame word: and as the colours of nature are °°"““,‘;'l‘
invariable, we may learn, that a dark deep red ;::ph,,,g._
was the Tyrian dye which ftained the purple of nitus,

the ancients. An apartment of the Byzantine M:; o
palace was lined with porphyry: it was referved

for the ufe of the pregnant emprefles; and the

royal birth of their children was exprefled by the
appellation of porphyrogenite , or born in the purple.

Several of the Roman princes had been blefled
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with an heir; but- this peculiar furname was firft
applied to Con&antme the feventh. His life and
titular reign were of equal duration; but of fifty-
four years , fix had elapfed before his father’s
death; and the fon of Leo was ever the voluntary
or relu@ant fubje& of thofe who opprefled his
weaknefs or abufed his confidence. His uncle
Alexander, who had long been invefted with the

.title of Auguftus, was the firft colleague and

governor of the young prince: butin a rapid career
of vice and folly, the brother of Leo already emu-
lated the reputation of Michael; and when he
was extinguifhed by a timely death, he entertained
a project of caftrating his 'nephew, and leaving
the empire td a worthlefs favourite. Thefucceeding
years of the minority of Conftantine were occupied
by his mother Zoe , and a fucceflion or council
of feven ‘regents , who purfued their intereft,
gratified their paffions, abandoned the republic,
{upplanted each other , and finally vanifhed in

. the prefence of a foldier. From an obfcure origin,

Romanus Lecapenus had raifed himfelf to the

‘command of the naval armies; and in the anarchy

of the times, had deferved , or at leaft had ob-
tained , the national c&ecm. With a vidorious
and affectionate fleet, he failed from the mouth
of the Danube into the harbour of Conftantinople,
and was hailed .as the deliverer of the people.,
and the guardian of the prince. His fupreme
office was at firft defined by the new appellation
of father of the emperor; but Romanus foon
difdained the fubordmat.e powers of a minifter ,
and
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and aflumed ; with the titles of Cefar and Au- ¢ m a p.
_guftus, the full independence of royalty, which xivim
he held near five and twenty years. His three Romanus I
fons Chriftopher , Stephen , and Conftantine , keb;pe:::: :
were fucceﬁively adorned with the fame honours, Dec. 24
and the lawful emperor was degraded from the g:':;ﬁ:ﬁhe"
firft to the fifth rank in this college of princes. conttin-
Yet, in the prefervation of his life and crown, ¢ Vi
he might ftill applaud his own fortune and the
clemency of the ufurper. The examples of an-
cient and modern hiftory would bave excufed
the ambition of Romanus: the powers and the
laws of the empire were in his hand ; the fpu-
rious birth of Conftantine would have juftified
his exclufion; and the grave or the monattery
was open to recetve the fon of the concubine.
But Lecapenue does not appear to have pofleffed
either the virtues or the vices of a tyrant. The
fpirit and activity” of his private life diffolved .
away in the funfhine of the throne; and in his licen~-
tious pleafures, he forgot the fafety both of the
repubhc and of his family. Of a mild and relis
gious character, he refpected the fanétity of oaths,
the innocence of the youth, the memory of hls
parents and the attachment of the people. 'The
ftudious temper and retirement of Conftantine,
difarmed the jealoufy of power: his books and
mufic, his pen and his pencil, were a conftant
fource of amufement § and if he.could improve a
fcanty allowance by the fale of his pi¢tures,
if their price was not enhanced by the

Vour. VIII ' Bb
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name of the artift, he ~was endowed with a per-
fonal talent, which few princes could employ in
the hour of adverfity.

The fall of Romanus was occafioned by his
own vices and thofe of his children. After the
deceafe of Chriftopher, his eldeft fon, the two
furviving brothers quarrelled with each other,
and confpired againft their father. At the hour .
of noon, when all ftrangers were regularly ex-

-cluded from the palace, they entered his apart-

ment with an armed force, and conveyed him,
in the habit of a monk, to a fmall ifland in the
Propontis, which was peopled by a religious com-
munity. The rumour of this domeftic revolution
excited a tumult in'the city ; but Porphyrogeni-
tus alone, the tru¢ and lawful emperor, was
the obje& of the public care; and the fons of
Lecapenus were taught, by tardy experience,
that they had atchieved a guilty aud perilous
enterprife for the benefit of their rival. Their
fifter Helena, the wife of Conftantine, revealed,
or fuppofed, theif treacherous defign of affaf-
finating her hufband at the royal banquet. His
loyal -adherents were alarmed; and the two ufur-
pers were prevented, feized, degraded from the
purple, and embarked for the fame ifland and
monaftery where their father had been fo lately
confined. Old Romanus met them on the beach
with a farcaftic fmile, and, after a juft reproach
of their folly and ingratitude, prefented his Imperial
colleagues with an equal fhare of his water and
vegetable diet. In the fortieth year of his reign,
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Conftantine the feventh obtained the poffeflion CHAD -
of the Eaftern world, which he ruled, or feemed xpvim
to rule, near fifteen years. But he was devoid
of that energy of chara&ter which could emerge
into a life of action and glory; and the ftudies
which had amufed and dignitied his leifure, were
incompatible with the ferious duties of a fovereign.
The emperor neglected the practice, to inftrut
his fon Romanus in the theory, of government:
~while he indulged the habits of intemperance and
floth, he dropt the reins of the adminiftration
into the bands of Helena his wife; and, in the
fhifting fcene of her favour and caprice, each
minifter was regretted m the promotion of a
more worthlefs fucceffor. Yet the birth and mif-
fortunes of Conftantine had endeared him to the
Greeks; they excufed his failings; they refpected
his learning, his innocence, and charity, his love
of juftice; and the ceremony of his funerat was
mourned with the unfeigned tears of his fubjeés.
* The body, accerding to ancient cuftom, lay ia
flate in the veftibule of the palace; and the civil
and military officers, the patricians, the fenate,
and the clergy, approached in due order to adore
and kifs the inanimate corpfe of their fovereign.
Before the proceffion moved towards the Imperiak
fepulchre, an herald proclaimed this awful admo-
nition: < Arife, O king of the world, and obey
« the fummons of the King of kings!”

The death of Conftantine was imputed to poi- Konianus £,
fon; and his fon Romanus, who derived that '™

O ‘A D. 959,
mame from his maternal grandfather., afcended ov. #5.

Bba
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cH AT the throne of Conftantinople. A prince who,

XLVIH. at the age of twenty, could be fufpe@ed of anti-
tipating his inheritance, muft have been already
1ot in the public efteem; yet Romanus was ra-
ther weak than wicked; and the largeft fhare of
the guilt was transferred to his wife, Theophano,
a woman of bafe origin, mafculine fpirit, and
flagitious manners.- The fenfe of perfonal glory
and public happinefs, the true pleafures of royalty,
were unknown to the fon of Conftantine; and,
while the two brothers, Nicephorus and Leo,
triumphed over the Saracens, the hours which
the emperor owed to his people were confumed
in ftrenuous idlenefs. In the morning he vifited
the circus; at noon he feafted the fenators; the
greater part of the afternoon he fpent in the
Jpharifterium, -or tennis-court’, the only theatre of
his victories ; from thence he paffed over to the |
Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus, hunted and killed
four wild boars of the largelt fize, and returned -
to the palace, proudly content with the labours
of the day. In ftrength and beauty he was con-
fpicuous above his equals: tall and fireight as a
young cyprefs, his ¢complexion was fair and florid,
his eyes fparkling , his fhoulders broad, his nofe
long and aquiline. Yet even thefe perfcéhons

- were infufficient to fix the love of Theophanos
and, after a refgn of four years, fhe mingled for
her bufband the fame deadly draught which fhe
had compofed for his fither.

. Nicepho.  Bys his marriage with this impiotss woman, Re-

Thow;, manus the younger lefc two fons, Bafid the
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fecond and Conftantine the ninth, and two ¢uaP.
_ daughters , Theophano and Anne. The el xuvun
deft filter was given to Otho the fecond A.D- 963,
emperor of the Weft; the younger . became ( hugt ¢

the wife of Wolodomir, great duke and apoftie

of Ruffia, and, by the marriage of her grand-
daughter with Henry the firlt, king of Fran-
ce, the blood of the Macedonians, and pes-
haps of the Arfacides, ftill flows in the veins
of the Bourbon line. After the death of her
hufband, the emprefs afpired to reign in the name
of her fons, the elder of whom was five, and

the younger only two, years of age; but fhe foon .
felt the inftability of a thronme, which was fup-
ported by a female who could not be efteemed;,

and two infants who could not be feared. Theo-
phano looked around for a protector, and threw
herfelf into the arms of the braveft foldier; her
heart was capacious; but the deformity of the
new favourite rendered it more thaa probable
-that mntereft was the motive and excufe of her
love. Nicephorus Phocas united, in the popular
opinion, the double merit of an hero and a faint.

In the former charader, his qualifications were

genuine and fplendid: the defcendant of a race,*
illuftrious by their Rnhtary explo:ts, he had' dif-
‘played, in every ftation and in every prowvince,

the courage of a foldier and the condu@ of a
chief; and Nicephorus: was. crowned with recent
Jaurels, from the impértant conqueft of the ifle
of Crete. His religion was of a more ambiguous.
caft; and his haircloth, his fafts, his pious xdlom,

Bbs
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and his wifh to retire from the bufinefs of the
world, were a convenient mafk for his dark ansl _
dangerous ambition. Yet he impofed on an holy
patriarch, by whofe influence, and by a decree
of the fenate, he was entrulted, during the mi-
nority of the young princes, with the abfolute
and independent command of the Oriental armies.
As foon as he had fecured the leaders and the
troops, he boldly marched to Conftantinople,
trampled on his enemies, avowed his correfpond-
ence with the emprefs, and, without degrading
her fons, affumed with the title of Auguftus, the

N pre-eminence of rank -and the plenitude of power.

But his marriage with Theophano was refufed
by the fame patriarch who had placed the crown
on his head: by his fecond nuptials he incurred
a year of canonical .penance; a bar of fpiritual

~-affinity was oppofed to their celebration ; and

fome evafion and perjury were required to filence
the fcruples of the clergy and people. The po-
pularity of the emperor was loft in the purple:
in a reign of fix years he provoked the hatred

of ftrangers and fubjeds; and the hypocrify and

avarice of the firlt Nicephorus were revived in

“his fucceffor. Hypocrify 1 fhall never juftify or

Pal]iate; but T will dare 8 obferve, that the
odious vice of avarice is of all others moft haftily
arraigned , and moft unmercifully condemned,

In a private citizen, our judgment feldom ex-

pects an accurate fcruting into his fortune and
expence; and in a fleward of the public treafure,
frugality is always a virtue, and the encreafe of
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taxes -too often an indifpenfable duty. In the c mavr.
ufe of his patrimony, the generous temper of xLvir
Nicephorus had been proved; and the revenue
was ftrictly applied to the fervice of the ftate:
each fpring the emperor marched in perfon againit
the Saracens; and every Roman might compute
the employment of his taxes in triumphs, con-
quefts, and the fecurity of the Eaftern barrier.
Among the warriors who promoted his eleva- John Zimit.
tion, and ferved uader his ftandard, a noble and Zf)’llﬁf:m 1L
valiant Armenian had deferved and obtained the tine 1%.
moft eminent rewards. The ftature of John Zi- D69
mifces was below the ordinary ftandard; but this .
diminutive body was endowed with ftrength,
beauty, and the foul of an hero. By the jealoufy
of the emperor’s brother, he was degraded from -
the office of general of the Eaft, to that of direc.
tor of the pofts, and his murmurs were chalftifed
with difgrace and ‘exile. But Zimifces was rank-
ed among the numerous lovers of the emprefs:
on her interceflion, he was permitted to refide
at Chalcedon , in the neighbourhood of the
-capital : her bounty was repaid in his clandeftine
and amorous vifits to the palace; and Theopha-
no confented, with alacrity, to the death of
an ugly and penurious hufband. Some bold and
truflty confpirators were concealed in her moft
private chambers : in the darknefs of a win-
ter night, -Zimifces , with his principal com-
panions, embarked in a fmall boat, traverfed the
Bofphorus , landed at the palace ftairs, and
- filently afcended a ladder of ropes, which was
Bbg,
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caft down by the female attendants. Neither his
own fufpicions, nor the warnings of his friends,
nor the tardy aid of his brother Leo, nor the
fortrefs which he had ereted in the palace, could
protect Nicephorus from a domeftic foe, at whofe
voice every door was opened to the affaffins. As
he flept on a bear(kin, on the ground, -he was
roufed by their noify intrufion, and thirty dag-
gers glittered before his eyes. It is doubtful
whether Zimifces imbrued his hands in the blood
of his fovereign; but he enjoyed the inhuman
fpedtacle of revenge. The murder was protracted
by infult and cruelty; and as foon as the head
of Nicepharus was fhewn from the window, the
tumult was hufhed, and the Armenian ‘was em-
peror of the Ealt. On the day of his coronation,
be was ftopped on the threfhold of St. Sophia,
by the intrepid patriarch; who charged his con-
fcience with the.deed of treafon and blood; and
required, as a fign of repentance, that he fhould
feparate himfelf from his more criminal affociate.
This fally of apoftolic zeal was not offenfive to
the prince, fince he could neither love nor truft
a woman who had repeatedly violated the moft
facred obligations; and Theophano, inftead of
fharing his Imperial fortune, was difmiffed with
ignominy from his bed and palace. In their laft

- interview, fhe difplayed a frantic and impotent

rage; accufed the ingratitude of her lover; af-
faulted, with wordseand blows, her fon Bafil,
as he ftood filent and fubmiffive in the prefence

of a fuperior colleague ; and avowed her own

\



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 377

proftitution, in proclaiming the illegitimacy of ¢ uar.
" his birth. The public indignation was appeafed xvLvi
by her-exile, and the punifhment of the meaner
accomplices: the death of an .unpopular prince
was forglven ; and the gwlt of Zimifces was :
forgotten in the fplendour of his virtues. Perhaps
his profufion was lefs ufeful to the ftate than the
avarice of Nicephorus; but his gentle and ge-
nerous behaviour delighted all who approached
his perfon; and it was only in the paths of vic-
tory that he trod in the footfteps of his predecef
for. The greateflt part of his reign was employed
in the camp and the field: his perfonal valour
and adivity were fignalized on the Danube and
the Tigris, the ancient boundaries of the Roman
world; and, by his double triumph over the Ruf-
fians and the Saracens, he deferved the titles of
faviour of the empire , and conqueror of the
_ Eaft. In his laft return from Syria, he obferved

that the moft fruitful lapds of his new provinces
were poffefled by the eunuchs. « And is it for-
« them,” he exclaimed, with honeft indignation,
“ that we have fought and conquered ? Is it for
¢ them that we fhed our blood, and exhauft the
« treafures of our people?” The complaint was
re -echoed to the palace, and the death of Zi-
miifces is ftrongly marked with the fufpicion of
poifon.

Under this ufurpation, or regency, of twelve BafiIr and
years, the two lawful emperors, Bafil and Con- f:’:“la:
ftantine, had filently grown to the age of man-, p guq
hood. * Thexr tender years had been incapable January ro.
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of dominion: the refpetful modefly of their at-

tendance and falutation, was due to the age and
merit of their guardians: the childlefs ambition
of thole guardians had no temptation to violate
their right of fucceflion: their patrimony was

. ably and faithfully adminiftered; and the prema-

ture death of Zimifces was a lofs, rather than a
benefit, to the fons of Romanus. Their want
of experience detained them twelve years longer
the obfcure and voluntary pupils of a minifter,

" who extended his reign by perfuading them to

indulge the pleafures of youth, and to difdain
the labours of government. In this filken web,
the weaknefs of Conftantine was for ever en-
tangled; but his elder brother felt the impulfe of
genius and the defire of 'action; he frowned, and
the minifter was no more. Bafil was the acknow-
ledged fovereign of Conftantinople and the pro-
vinces of Europe; but Afia was opprelfled by
two veteran generals, Phocas and Sclerus, who,
alternately friends and "enemies , fubjeéts_ and
rebels, maintained their independence, and la-
boured to emulate the example of fuccefsful ufur-
pation. Againft thefe domeftic enemies, the fon

. of Romanus firft drew his {word, ~and they

trembled in the prefence of a lawful and high-

Apirited prince. The firft in the front of battle

was thrown from his horfe, by the firoke of
poifon, or an arrow: the fecond, who had been
twice loaded- with chains, and twice invefted
with the purple, was defirous of ending in peace
the fmall remainder- of his days. As the aged
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fuppliant approached the throne, with dim eyes
and faultering fteps, leaning on his two attendants,
the emperor exclaimed, in the infolence of youth

and power, “ And is this the man who has fo

“ long been the object of our terror?” After he

had confirmed his own authority, and the peace
of the empire, the trophies of Nicephorus and
Zimifces would not fuffer their royal pupil to
fleep in the palace. His long and frequent ex-

peditions againft the Saracens were rather glori-\

ous, than ufeful to the empire; but the final de-
firu&tion of the kingdom of Bulgaria appears,
fince the time of Belifarius, the moft important
triumph of the Roman arms. Yet inftead of
applauding their victorious prince, his fubjedts
detefted the rapacious and rigid avarice of Bafil;

and in the imperfe& narrative of his exploits, we -
.can only difcern the courage, patience, and fero-
cioufnefs, of a foldier. A vicious education, which
.could not fubdue his {pirit, had clouded his mind ;
"he was ignorant of every fcience; and the remem-’
brance of his learned and feeble grandfire might
encourage his real or affe®ed contempt of laws
-and lawyers, of artifts and arts. Of fuch a char-
adter, in fuch an age, fuperftition took a firm
and lafting pofleflion; after the firft licence of
his youth, Bafil the fecond devoted his life, in
-the palace and the camp, to the penance of an
hermit, wore the monaftic habit under his robes
-and armour, obferved a vow of cbntinence, and
impofed on his appetites a perpetual abftinence
from wing and flelh. In the fixty-eighth year of
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c w A p. his age, his martial {pirit urged him to embark
xwviL  in perfon for a holy war againft the Saracens of
Sicily; he was prevented by death, and Bafil,
furnamed the Slayer of the Bulgarians, was dif-
mifled from the world, with the bleffings of the
Confan-  clergy and the curfes of the people. After his
:f"n’_&m,,' deceafe, his brother Conftantine enjoyed, about
December.  three years, the power, or rather the pleafures,
of royalty; and his only care was the fettlement
‘of the fucceflion. He had enjoyed, fixty - fix
years, the title of Auguftus; and the reign of
the two brothers is the longeft, and moft obfcure,

of the Byzantine hiftory.
Romanus II. A lineal fucceffion of five emperors, in a period
‘:"'I’;'_“:‘;zs, of an hundred and fixty years, had attached the
Nov.12. loyalty of the Greeks to the IMlacedonian dynalty,
: " which had been thrice refpected by the ufurpers
of their power. After the death of Conftantine
‘the ninth, the laft male of the royal race, a new
and broken fcene prefents itfelf, and the accu-
mulated years of twelve empcrors do not egqual
“the fpace of his fingle reign. His elder brother
had preferred his private chaftity to the public
‘intereft, and Conftantine himfelf had only three
daughters; Eudocia, who took the veil, and Zoe
and Theodora, who were preferved till a mature
age 1n a ftate of ignorance and virginity. When
their marriage was difcuffed in the council of
their dying father the cold or pious Theodora
refufed to give an heir to the empire, but her
filter Zoe prefented herfelf a willing victim at
the altar. Romanus Argyrus, a patrician of a
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graceful perfon and fair. reputation, ‘was chofen cu s v
for her hufband, and, on his declining thathonour, XLviL
was informed, that blindnefs or death was the

fecond alternative. The motive of his relu@®ance

was conjugal affetion, but his faithful wife
facrificed her own happinefs to his fafety and
greatnefs; and her entrance into ‘a monaftery re-

moved the only bar to the Imperial nuptials,

After the deceafe of Conftantine, the fceptre
devolved to Romanus the third ; but his la.

bours at home and abroad were equally feeble

and fruitlefs ;. and the mature age, the forty-’

eight years of Zoe, were lefs favourable to

the hopes of pregnancy than to the indulgence

of pleafure. Her favourite chamberlain was an
handfome Paphlagonian of the name of Michael,

whofe firft trade had been that of a money-changer;

and Romanus, either from gratitude or equity,
connived at their criminal intercourfe, or accepted

a flight affurance of their innocence. But Zoe

foon juftified the Roman maxim, thatevery adult-

refs is capable of poifoning her hufband; and the

death of Romanus was inftantly followed by the
fcandalous marriage and elevation of VMlichael the

fourth. The exped&ations of Zoe were however Michael IV,
difappointed : inftead of a vigorous and grateful ;f‘::"m"
lover, fhe had placed in her bed, a miferable a: p. 1034,
wretch , whofe health and reafon were impaired 4218 2t
by epulepuc fits, and whofe confcience was tor-

mented by dcfpalr and remorfe. . The moft (kilful
phyficians of the mind and body were fum-

moned to his aid; and his hopes were amufed by
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frequent pilgrimages to the baths, and to the
tombs of the moft popular faints; the monks ap-
plauded his penance, and, except reftitution (but
to whom fhould he have reftored ? ) Michael
fought every method of expiating his guilt. While
he groaned and prayed in fackcloth and afhes,
his brother, the eunuch John, fmiled at his re:
morfe , and enjoyed the harveft of a crime of
which himfelf was the fecret and moft guilty au-
thor. His adminiftration was only the art of fa-
tiating his avarice, and Zoe became a captive in
the palace of her fathers and in the hands of hee
flaves. When he perceived the irretrievable de-
cline of his brother’s health, he introduced his
nephew . another Michael, who derived his fur
name of Calaphates from his father’s occupation in
the careening of veflels: at the command of the eu-
nuch, Zoe adopted for her fon, the fon of a me-
chanic; and this fi®itious heir was invefted with
the tltlc' and purple of the Cefars, in the pre-
fence of the fenate and clergy So feeble was the
character of Zoe, that fhe was oppreffed by the
fiberty and power which fhe recovered by the
death of the Paphlagonian; -and at the end of
four days, fhe placed the crown on the head of

"Michael the fifth , who had proteﬁed with tears
_and oaths, that he fhould ever reign the firft
"and moft obedient of her fubje@s. The onfy a&

of his fhort reign, was his bafe ingratitude to his
benefactors, the eunuch and the emprefs. The

difgrace of the former was pleafing to the pu-

blic; but the murmurs, and at length the
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clamours , of Conftantinople deplored the exile of ¢ m & P.

Zoe, the daughter of fo many emperors; her .xLvuL
vices were forgotten, and Michael was taught,
that there is a period in which the patience of
the tameft flaves rifes ‘into fury and revenge. The
citizens of every degree affembled in a formidable
tumult which lafted three days; they befieged the
palace, forced the gates, recalled their mothers,

Zoe from her prifen, Theodora from her monaf-

tery, and condemned the fon of Calaphates to

the lofs of his eyes or of his life. For the firft Zoe and-
time, the Greeks beheld with furprife the two I.”;;’f“:;;'
royal fifters feated on the fame throne, prefiding april 2x.
in the fenate, and giving audience to the ambaf-

‘fadors of the nations. But. this fingular union
fubfifted no more than two months; the two fo-
vereigns , their tempers, interefts, and adherents,
were fecretly hottile to each other ; andas Theodo-
ra was ftill averfe to marfiage, the indefatigable

+ Zoe, at the age of fixty, confented, for the
public good, to fuftain the embraces of a third
hufband, and the cenfures of the Greek church.

His name and number were Conftantine the tenth, Conftan. -

- and the epithet of Monomachus, the fingle combat- -,
ant, muft have been expreffive of his valour chus,
and victory in fome public or private quarrel. But j; 2% .
his health was broken by the tortures of the goue, )
and his diffolute reign was fpent in the alter-
native of ficknefs and pleafure. A fair and noble
widow had accompanied Conftantine in his exile

. to the ifle of Lefbos, and Sclerena gloried in
the appellation of his miftrefs. After his marriage
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and elevation, fhe was invelted with the title
and pomp of dugufta, and occupied a contiguous
apartment in the palace. The lawful confort (fuch
was the delicacy or corruption of Zoe) confented
to this ftrange and fcandalous partition; and the

“emperor appeared in publie between his wife

and his concubine. He furvived them both; but
the laft meafures of Conftantine to change the
order of fucceflion were prevented. by the more
vigilant friends of Theodora ; and after his

- deceafe, the refumed, with the general confent,

the pofleflion of her inheritance.. In her name,
and by the influence of four eunuchs, the Eaftern
world was peaceably governed about nineteen
months; and as they wifhed to prolong their
dominion , they perfuaded the aged princefs to
nominate for her fucceffor Michael the fixth.
The furname of Stratioticus declares his military
profeflion; but the crazy and decrepit veteran
could only fee with the eyes, and execute with
the hands, of his minifters. Whilft he afcended
the throne Theodora funk into the grave; the
laft of the lVIacedoman or Bafilian dynafty. I have
haftily reviewed, and gladly difmifs, this fhame-
ful and deftrudive period of twenty-eight years,
in' which the Greeks, degraded below the com-
mon level of fervitude, were transferred like a
herd of cattle by the chmce or caprice of. two
impotent females.

From this night of {layety, a ray of freedom,
or at leaft of pirit; begins to emerge: the Greeks

cither preferved or.revived the ufe of furnames,

which
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which perpetuate the fame of hereditary virtue ;
and we now difcern the rife, fucceflion, and
alliances of the laft dynafties of Conftantinople
and Trebizond. The Comneni, who vpheld for 2
while the fate of the finking empire, "affumed
the honour of a Roman origin: but the family
had been long fince tranfported from Italy to
.Afia. Their patrimonial eftate was fituate in the
diftri@ of Caftarhona in the neighbourhood of
the Euxine; and one of their chiefs, who had
already entered the paths of ambition, revifited
with affection, perhaps with regret, the modeft
though honourable dwelling of his fathers. The
firft of their line was the illuftrious Manuel,
. who, in the reign of the fecond Bafil, contri-
‘buted by war and treaty to appeafe the troubles
of the Eaft: he left in a tender age, fons,
Ifaac and "John, whom, with the: conﬁ. oufnefs
of defert , he bequeathed to the gratitude and
favour of his fovereign, The noble youths were
carefully trained in the learning of the monaftery,
the arts of the palace, and the exercifes of the
camp : and from the domeftic fervice of the
guards, they were rapidly promoted to the com-
mand of provinces and armies. Their fraternal
union doubled the force and reputation of the
Comneni, and their ancient nobility was illuf
trated by the marriage of the two brothers,
with a captive princefs of Bulgaria , and the
daughter of a patrician, who had obtained the
name of Charon from. the number of enemies
whom he had fent to the infernal fhades. The
Vor. VI Cec
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foldiers had ferved with relu®ant loyalty a feries
of effeminate mafters; the elevation of Michael
the fixth was a perfonal infult to the more
deferving generals; and their difcontent was in.
flamed by the parfimony of the emperor and the
infolence of the eunuchs. They fecretly affembled
in the fan&uary of St. Sophia, and the votes of
the military fynod would have been unanimous
in favour of the old and validnt Catacalon, if

‘the patriotifm or modefty of the veteran had not

fuggefted the importance of birth as well as merit
in the choice of a fovereign. Ifaac Comnenus
was approved by géneral confent, and the affo-
ciates feparated without delay to meet in the
plains of Phrygia at the head of their refpecive
{quadrons and detachments. The caufe of Michael
was defended in a fingle battle by the mercena-
ries of the Imperial guard , -who were aliens
to the public intereft, and animated only by a
principle of honour and gratitude. After their
defeat, the fears of the emperor folicited a treaty,
which was almoft accepted by the moderation

~ of the Comnenian. But the former was betrayed

by his ambaffadors, and the latter was prevented
by his friends. The folitary IMichael fubmitted
to the voice of the people; the patriarch annulled
their oath of allegiance ; ‘and as he fhaved the
head of the royal monk, congratulated his bene-
ficial exchange of temporal royalty for the
kingdom of heaven: an exchange, however,
which .the prieft, on his own account, would
probably have declined. By the .hands of the
fame patriarch, lfaac Comnenus was folemnly
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crowned : the fword which he infcribed on his
coins, might be an offenfive fymbol, if it implied
his title by conqueft ; but this fword would
have been drawn againft the foreign and
domeftic enemies of the ftate. The .decline of
- bis health and vigour fufpended the operation
of acive virtue; and the profpe@ of approaching
death determined him to interpofe fome moments
between life and eternity. But inftead of leaving

the empire as the marriage portion of his daugh--

er, his reafon and inclination concurred in the
preference of his brother John, a foldier, a patriot,
and the father of five fons, the future pillars of
an hereditary fucceflion. His firt modeft reluct-
ance’ might be the natural dicates of difcretion
and tendernefs, but his obftinate and fuccefsful
perfeverance, however it may dazzle with the
fhew of virtue, muflt be cenfured as a criminal
defertion of his duty, and a rare offence againft
his family and country. The purple which he
had refufed .was accepted by Conftantine Ducas,
a friend of the Comnenian houfe, and whofe
noble birth was adorned with the experience
and reputation of civil policy. In the monaftic
habit , .Ifaac recovered bis health, and furvived
two years his voluntary abdication. At the
command of his abbot, he obferved the rule of

St. Bafil, and execnted ‘the moft fervile offices .
"~ of the convcnt but his Iitent vanity was grati-

- fied by the frequent and refpe@ful vifits of the
reigning monarch, who revered in his perfon the
. character of a benefactor and a faint.

Cc2
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If Conftantine the eleventh were indeed the
fubje® moft worthy of empire, we muft pity
the debafement of the age and nation in which
he was chofen. In the labour of puerile declama-
tions he fought, without obtaining, the crown
of eloquence, more precious, in his opinion,
than that of Rome; and, in the fubordinate
funcions of a judge, he forgot the duties of a
fovereign and a warrior. Far from imitating the
patriotic indifference of the authors of his great-
nefs, Ducas was anxious only to fecure, at the
expence of the republic, the power and profperity
of his children. His three fons, Michael the
feventh , Andronicus the firt, and Conftantine

' the twelfth, were invelted, in a tender age, with

the equal title of Auguftus; and the fucceflion
was {peedily opened by their father’s death. His
widow, Eudocia, was entrufted with the admi-

- niftration ; but experience had taught the jealoufy

of the dying monarch to prote& his fons from
the danger of her fecond nuptials; and her folemn
engagement, attefted by the principal fenators,
was depofited in the hands of the patriarch.
Before the end of feven months, the wants of
Eudacia, or thofe of the ftate, called aloud for
the male virtues of a foldier; and her heart had
already chofen Romanus Diogenes, whom fhe
raifed from the fcaffold to the throne. The
difcovery of a treafonable attempt had expofed
him to the feverity of the laws: his beauty and
valour abfolved him in the eyes of the emprefs;
and Romanus, from a mild exile, was recalled
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on the fecond day to the command of the Orien- c ma».
tal armies. Her royal choice was yet unknown XLviL
to. the. public; and the promife which would
have betrayed her falfehood and levity , was
ftolen by a dextrous emiffary from the ambi-
tion of the patriarch. Xiphilin at firft alleged
the fan&ity of oaths and the facred nature of
a trut; but a whifper , that his brother
was the future emperor, relaxed his fcruples,
and forced him to confefs that the public
fafety was the fupreme law. He refigned the
important paper; and w,ben his hopes were con-
founded by the nomination of Romanus, he could Romanus I
no longer regain his fecurity, retract his declara- ;"% %0,
‘tions , nor oppofe the fecond nuptlals of the em- Augutt.
prefs. Yet a murmur was heard in the palace;
and the Barbarian guards had raifed their battle-
axes in the caufe of the houfe of Ducas, till the - .
young princes were foothed by the tears of their
mother and the folemn affurances of the fidelity
of their guardian, who filled the Imperial ftation
‘with dignity and honour. Hereafter I fhall relate
his valiant , but unfuccefsful , efforts to refift the
progrefs of the Turks. His defeat and captivity  _
inflited a deadly wound on the Byzantine mo-
narchy of the Eaft; and after he was releafed
from the chains of the fultan, he vainly fought
his wife and his fubje@s. His wife bad been
thruft into a monaftery , and the fubjects of
Romanus had embraced the rigid maxim of the
civil law, that a prifoner in the hands of the
enemy 1§ denvcd as by the firoke of death of

Cc3z -
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GHAT., all the public and private rights of a citizen.

xtvnn  In the general confternation, the Cxfar John:

Michu! VI afferted the indefeafible right of his three ne-
rapinares,
Andronicus 1. phews: Conftantinople liftened to his voice; and

Co. ‘an the Turkifh captive was proclaimed in the ca«
tine X . . N .

A. D. a1, pital, and received on the frontier, as an enemy
Auguft. of the republic. Romanus was not more fortu-

"pate in domeftic than in foreign war : the lofs of
two battles compclled him to yield , on the
aflurance of fair and honourable trcixtmcnt; but
his enemies were devoid of faith or humanity;
and, after the cruel "extin@ion of his fight, his
wounds were left to bleed and corrupt, till in a
few da.s he was relieved from a [tate of mifery.
Under the triple reign of the houfe of Ducas,
‘ the two younger brothers were reduced to the

~pufillanimous Michael, was incapable of fultain-
ing the Roman f\,eptre and his {urname of Para-
pincces denotes the reproach which he fhared with
an avaricious favourite, who enhanced the price,
and diminifhed the meafure of wheat. In the
fchool of Pflellus, and after the example of his
mother, the fon of Eudocia made fome profi-
ciency in philofophy and rhetoric; but his cha-
racter was degraded , rather than ennobled , by
- the wvirtues of a monk and the learning of a
fophifi. Strong in the contempt of their fovereign
and their own efteem, two generals, at the head
of the Furopean and L\ﬁatlc legions, aflumed the
purple at Adnanople and Nice. Their revolt
was in the fame month; they bore the famé

vain bonours of the purple; but the eldeft, the .
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mame of Nicephorus ; but the two candidates cw ar.
were diftinguifhed by the furnames of Bryennius xrLvim
and Botaniates ; the former in the maturity of
wifdom and courage, the latter confpicuous only
by the memory of his paft exploits. While
Botaniates advanced with cautious and dilatory
fteps, his active competitor ftood in arms before
the gates of Conftantinople. The name of Bryen-
nius was illuftrious; his caufe was popular ; but
his licentious troops could not be reftrained from.
burning and pillaging a fuburb; and the people,
who would have hailed the rebel, rejected and
* repulfed the incendiary of his country. This*
‘change of the public opinion was favourable to
Botaniates, who at length, with an army of
Turks, approached the fhores of Chalcedon. A
formal invitation, in the name of the patriarch,
the fynod, and the fenate, was circulated through
the ftreets of Conftantinople ; and the general
affembly , in the dome of St. Sophia , debated,
with order and calmnefs, on the choice of their
fovereign. The guards of Michael would have
difperfed this unarmed multitude ; but the feeble
emperor , applauding his own moderation and
clemency, refigned. the enfigns of royalty, and
was rewarded with the .monaftic habit, and the
- title of archbifhop of Ephefus. He left a fon, a
Conftantine, born and educated in the purple ;
and a daughter of the houfe of Ducas illuftrated
the blood, and confirmed the fucceflion, of the
Comnenian dynafty.

John Comnenus, the brother of the emperor

) Cca
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Ifaao, furvived in peace and dignity his generous
refufal of the fceptre. By his wife Anne, a woman
of mafculine fpirit and policy, he left eight chil-

dren: the three daughters multiplied the Comne-'

nian alliances with the nobleft of the Greeks: of
the five fons,, Manuel was ftopped by a -premature
death ; Haac and Alexius reftored the Imperial
greatnefs of their houfe, which was enjoyed with-
out toil or danger, by the two younger bre-
thren, Adrian and Nicephorus. Alexius, the third
and moftillufirious of the brothers, was endowed
by nature with the choiceft gifts both of mind

~and body: they were cultivated by a liberal edu-

cation, and exercifed iu the fchool of obedience
and adverfity. The youth was difmiffed from the
perils of the Turkith war, by the paternal care
of the emperor Romanus; but the mother of the
Comneni, with her afpiring race, was accufed of
treafon, and banifhed, by the fons of Ducas, to
an ifland in the [’ropontls The two brothers foon
emerged into favour and a&ion, fought by each
other’s fide againft the rebels and Barbarians,
and adhered to the emperor Michael, till he was
deferted by the world and by himfelf. In his firft
interview with Botaniates, *“ Prince, ” faid Alexius,
with a noble franknefs, “my duty rendered me
* your enemy; the decrees of God and of the

. % people have made me your fubjec, Judge of my

¥ future loyalty , by my paft oppofition.” The
fucceffor of Michael entertained him with efteem
and confidence : his valour was employed againf}
three rebels, who difturbed the peace of the ‘em-
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pire, orat leaft of the emperors. Urfel, Bryennius,
and Bafilacius , were formidable by their numerous
forces and military fame: they were fucceflively
vanquifhed in the field, and led in chains to the
foot of the throne; and whatever treatment they
might receive from a timid and cruel court, they
applauded the clemency, as well as the courage,
of their conqueror. But the loyalty of tht Comneni
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was foon tainted by fear and fufpicion; nor 1sit

eafly to fettle between a fubjec and a defpot, the
debt of gratitude, which the former is tempted
‘to claim by a revolt, and the latter to difcharge
by an executioner. The refulal of Alexiys to march
againft a fourth rebel, the hufband of his fifter,
deftroyed the merit or merory of his paft fervices :
the favourites of Botaniates provoked the ambition

which they apprehended and accufed; .and the '

retreat of the two brothers might be juftified by
the defence of their life or liberty, The women
of the family were depofited in a fan&uary, re-
fpected by tyrants: the men, mounted on horfe-
back, fallied from the city, and erected the

ftandard of civil war. The foldiers, who had

been gradually affembled in the capital and the
neighbourhood, were devoted to the caufe of a
victorious and injured leader: the ties of common
intereft and domeftic alliance fecured the attach-
ment of the houfe of Ducas; and the generous
difpute [of the Comneni was terminated by the
decifive refolution of Ifaac, who was the firft to

inveft his younger brother with the name and -

. enfigns of royalty, They returned to Conflanti»
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nople, to threaten rather than befiege that impreg-~
nable fortrefs ; but the fidelity of the guards was
corrupted ; a gate was furprifed ; and the fleet was

‘occupied by the a&ive courage of George "Palzo-

Togus, who fought againft his father ,without fore-
feeing that he laboured for his pofterity. Alexius
afcended, the throne; and his aged competitor

xprpeared in a mona&ery An army of various
nations was gratified with the pillage of the city;
but the public diforders were expiated by the tears
and fafts of the Comneni, who fubmitted to
every penance compgatible with the poffeflion of
the empire.

The life of the emperor Alexius has been deli-
neated by a favourite daughter, who was infpired
by a tender regard for his perfonand -a laudable
zeal to perpetuate his virtues. Confcious of the
juft fufpicion of her readers, the princefs Anne
Comnena repeatedly “protefts, that, befides her
perfonal knowledge , the had fearched the difcourfe
and writings of the moft refpectable veterans: that
after an interval of thirty years, forgotten by,
and forgetful of, the world, her mournful foli-
tude was inacceffible to hope and fear; and that
truth, the naked perfe& truth, was more dear
and facred than the memory of her parent. Yet
inftead of the fimplicity of ftyle and narrative

. which wins our belief, an elaborate affe@ation

of rhetoric and {cience, betrays in every page
the vanity of a female author.. The genuine
character of Alexius is loft in a vague conftella-
tion of virtues; and the perpetual firain of pane-
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gyric and apology , awakéns our jealoufy, to
queftion the veracity of the hiftorian and the
merit of the hero. We cannot however refufe
‘her judicious and 1important remark, that the
diforders of the times were the misfortune and
the glory of Alexins; and that ¢very calamity
- which can affli® a declining empire was accu-
mulated on his reign by the juftice of Heaven
and the vices of his predeceffors.” In.the Eaft,
the victorious Turks had fpread, from Perfia to
the Hellefpont, the reign of the Koran and the
Crefcent: the Weft was invaded by the adven-

turous valour of the Normans; and, in the mo- .

ments of peace, the Danube poured forth new

fwarms, who had gained, in the fcience of war, .

what they had loft in the ferocijufnefs of man-
ners. The fea was not lefs hoftile than the land;
and while the frontiers were affaulted by an open
enemy, the palace was diftracted with fecret
‘treafon and confpiracy. On a fudden, the -ban-
ner of the Crofs was difpliyed by the Latins:
Europe was pyecipitated on Afia; and Conftan-
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tinople had almoft been fwept away by this

impetuous deluge. In the tempeft Alexius fteered
the Imperial veflel with dexterity and courage.

At the head of his armies, he was bold in action, -

fkilful in firatagem, patient of fatigue, ready to
improve his advantages, and rifing from his de-
feats with inexhauftible vigour. The difcipline
of the camp was revived, and a new generation

of men and foldiers was created by the example -

and the precepts of their leader. In his intercourf
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with the Latins, Alexius was patient and artful ;

his difcerning eye pervaded the new fyftem of an
unknown world; and I fhall hereafter defcribe
the fuperior policy with which he balanced the
interefts and paffions of the champions of the firit
crufade. In a long reign of thirty-feven years,
be fubdued and pardoned the envy of his equals:
the laws of public and private order were reftor-
ed: the arts of wealth and fcience were cultivat-
ed: the limits of the empire were enlarged in
Europe and Afia; and the Comnenian fceptre was
tranfmitted to his children of the third and fourth
generation. Yet the difficulties. of the times be-
trayed fome defecs in his chara@er; and have
expofed his memory to fome juft or ungenerous
yeproach. The reader may poffibly fmile at the
lavifh praife which his daughter fo often beftows
on a flying hero: the weaknefs or prudence of
his fituation might be miftaken for a want of
perfonal courage; and his political arts are brand-
ed by the Latins with the names of deceit and
diflimulation. The increafe of the male and female
branches of his family adorned the throne and
fecured the fucceffion; but their princely luxury
and pride offended the patricians, exhaufted the
gevenue, and infulted the mifery of the people.

Anna is a faithful witnefs that his happinefs was
defiroyed, and his health was broken, by the
cares of a public life: the patience of Con&ant:-
nople was fatigued by the length and feverity of
his reign; and befqre Alexius expired, he had
Joft-the love. and reverence of his fubjects. The
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clergy could not forgive his application of the ¢ mar.:
facred riches to the defence of the ftate; but they =xLviin
applauded his theological learning and ardent

zeal for the orthodox faith, which he defended

with his tongue, his pen, and his fword. His
chara&er was degraded by the fuperftition of the
Greeks; and the fame inconfiftent principle of
-‘human nature enjoined the emperor to found an
hofpital for the poor and infirm, and to dire&

the execution of an heretic, who was burnt alive

in the fquare of St. Sophia. Even the fincerity

of his moral and religious virtues was fufpected

by the perfons who, had paffed their lives in his

familiar confidence. In his laft hours, when he

was prefled by his wife Irene to alter the fuccef-

fion, he raifed his head, and breathed a pious
ejaculation on tht vanity of this world. The
indignant reply of the emprefs may be infcribed

as an epitaph ‘on his tomb, « You die, as you

“ have lived — AN HYPOCRITE!”

It was the wifh of Irene to fupplant the eldeft John, or Ca-
of her furviving fons, in favour of her daughter K’:Jl;’.hf':':;’,‘
the princefs Anne, whofe philofophy would not augutt 1s.
have refufed the weight of a diadem. But the
order of male fucceflion was afferted by the friends
of their country; the lawful heir drew the royal
fignet from the finger of his infenfible or confcious
father, and the empire obeyed the mafter of the
palace. Anna Comnéna was ftimulated by am-
bition and revenge to confpire againft the life of
~ her brother, and when the defign was prevented by
the fears or fcruples of her hufband, fhe paflionately
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exclaimed , that nature had miftaken the twofexes,
and had endowed Bryennius with the foul of a
woman. The two fons of Alexius, John and
Ifaac, maintained the fraternal concord, the here-
ditary virtue of their race; and the younger brother
was content with the title of Sebafocrator, which
approached the dignity , without fharing the
power, of the emperor. ln the fame perfon, the
claims of primogeniture and merit were fortunately
united; his fwarthy complexion, harfh features,
and diminutive ftature, had fuggefted the ironical
furname of Calo-Jobhannes , or John the Handfome,
which his gratefol fubjects more ferioufly applied
to the beauties of his mind. After the difcovery of her
treafon, the life and fortune of Anne were juftly
forfeited to the laws. - Her life was fpared by the
clemency of the emperor, but he vifited the pomp
and treafures of her palace, and beftowed the rich
confifcation on the moft deferving of his friends.
That refpe@able friend, Axuch, a flave of Turkifh
extraction, prefumed to decline the gift, and to
intercede for the criminal: his generous mafter
applauded and imitated the virtue of his favourite,
and the reproach or complaint of an injured brother
was the only chaltifement of the guilty princefs.
After this example of clemency, the remainder of
his reign was never difturbed by confpiracy o
rebellion: feared by his nobles, beloved by his
people, John. was never reduced to the painful
neceffity of punifhing, or even of pardoning, his
perfonal enemies. During his goveinment of
twenty-five years, the penalty of death was abo-
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lifhed in the Roman empire, a law of mercy moft
delightful to the humane theorift, but of which
the practice, in a large and vicious: community ,

is feldom confiftent with the public fafety. Severe.

to himfelf, indulgent to others, chafte, frugal,
abftemious , the philofophic Marcus would not
have difdained the artlefs virtues of his fucceflor,

derived from his heart, and not borrowed from

the fchools. He defpifed and moderated the ftately
" magnificence of the Byzantine court, fo oppreflive
to the people, fo contemptible to the eye of
reafon. Under fuch a prince, innocence had nothing
to fear, and merit had every thing to hope; and
without affluming the tyrannic office of a cenfor,
he introduced a gradual though vifible reformation
in the public and private manners of Conftantinople.
The only defect of thi accomplifhed chara&er,

was the frailty of noble minds, the love of ayms -

and military glory. Yet the frequent expeditions
of John the Handfome may be juftified, at leaft
in their pringiple, by the neceflity of repelling the
Turks from the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus.
The fultan of Iconium was confined to his capltal

the Barbarians were driven to the mountains,
and the maritime provinces of Afia enjoyed the

tranfient bleffings of their deliverance. From.

Conftantinople to Antioch and Aleppo, he repea-
tedly. marched at the head of a victorious army,
and in the fieges and battles of this holy war, his
Latin allies were aftonifhed by the fuperior fpirit
and prowefs of a Greek.  As he began to indulge
the ambitious hope of reftoring the ancient limits
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of the empire, as he revolved in his mind, the
Euphrates and Tigris, the dominion of Syria, and
the conqueft of Jerufalem , the thread of his Iife
and of the public felicity was broken by a fingular
accident. He hunted the wild boar in the valley
of Anazarbus, and had fixed his javelin in the
body of the furious animal: but in the firuggle,

.a poifoned arrow dropt from his quiver, and a

flight wound in his hand, which produced a
mortification, was fatal to the beft and greateft of
the Comnenian princes.

A prema ture death had f\vept away the two
eldeft fons of John the Handfome; of the two
furvivors, Haac and Manuel, his judgment or
affection preferred the younger; and the choice of
their dying prince was ratified by the {oldiers who
had applauded the valour of his favourite in the
Turkifh war. The faithful Axuch haftened to the
capital, fecured the perfon of Ifaac in honourable
confinement, and purchafed with a gift of two
hundred pounds of filver, the leading ecclefiaftics
of St. Sophia, who poflefled a decifive voice in
the confecration of an emperor. With his veteran
and affectionate troops, Manuel foon vifited Con-
ftantinople ; his brother acquiefced in the title of
Sebaftocrator; his fubjects admired the lofty Rature

- and martial graces of their new fovereign, and

liftened with credulity to the flattering promife,
that he blended the wifdom of age with the adtivity
and vigour of youth. By the experience of his
government ; they were taught, that he emulated
the fpirit, and fhared the talents, of his father,
whofe
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whofe focial virtues were buried in the grave. cua
A reign of thirty-feven years is filled by a perpetual  xLvir
though various warfare againft the Turks, the _
Chriftians, and the hords of the wildernefs beyond
the Danube. The arms of Manuel were exercifed
on mount Taurus, in the plains of Hungary, on
the coaft of Italy and Egypt, and on the feas of
Sicily and Greece: the influence of his negociations
extended from Jerufalem to Rome and Ruffia; and
the Byzantine monarchy, for a while, became
an obje& of relpe@ or terror to the powers of
Afia and Europe. Educated in the filk and purple .
of the Ealt, Manuel poffeffed the iron temper of
a foldier, which cannot eafily be paralleled, except’
in the lives of Richard the firt of England, and -
of Charles the twelfth of Sweden. Such was his
ftrength and exercife in arms, that Raymond,
furnamed the Hercules of Antioch, was incapable
of wielding the lance and buckler of the Greek
emperor. In a famous tournament, he entered
the lifts on a fiery courfer, and overturned in his
firlt career two of the ftouteft of the Italian knights.
The firft in the charge, the laft in the retreat, his
friends and his enemies alike trembled, the former
for his fafety, and the latter for their own. After
pofting an ambufcade ina wood, he rode forwards
in fearch of fome perilous adventure, accompanied
only by his brother and the faithful Axuch, who
refufed to defert their fovereign. Eighteen hor-
femen, after a fhort combat, fled before them:

- but the numbers of the enemy encreafed; the
march of the reinforcement was tardy and fearful ,

Vor. VIIL Dd
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and Manuel, without receiving a wound, cut
his way through a fquadron.of five hundred Turks.

In a battle againft the Hungarians, impatient of
the flownefs of his troops, he fnatched a ftandard
from the head of the column, and was the firlt,

almoft alone, who pafled a bndgc that feparated
him from the enemy. In the fame country, after
tranfporting bis army beyond the Save, he fent
back tbe, boats, with an order, under pain of
death, to their commander, that he fhould leave
him to conquer or die on that hoftile land. In
the fiege of Corfu, towing after him a captive
galley, .the emperor ftood aloft on the poop,

‘oppofing againft the vollies of darts and ftones, a

Jarge buckler and a flowing fail , nor could hc
have elcaped inevitable death, had not the Sici-
lian, admiral enjoined his archers to refpe& the
perfon of an hero. In ong day, he is faid to
bave flain above forty of the Barbarians with
his own hand; hereturned to the camp, dragging
along four Turkifh prifoners, whom he had tied
to the rings of his faddle: he was ever the
foremoft to provoke or to” accept a fingle combat ;
and the gigantic champions, who encountered his
arm, were tranfpierced by the lance, or cut
afunder by the {word, of the invincible Manuel.
The ftory of his exploits, which appear as a
model or a copy of the romances of chivalry., may
induce a reafonable fufpicion of the veracity of
the Greeks : 1 will not, to vindicate their credit,

endanger my own; yet I may obferve, that in
the long feries of their annals, Manuel is the only
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prince.who has been the :fubject of fimilar. exags
gerauon - With the valotr of a foldier;. ht did
not unite the (kill or prudence of a general his
viftories were not produéhve of.any permanent
or ufeful conqueft; and-his Turkifh laurels were
blafted in his laft unfortunate campalgn , in which
he loft his army in the mountains of Pifidia, and
owed his deliverance to the generofity of the
fultan. But the maft fingular feature in the
chara&er of Manuel, is the contraft and vicillitude
_ of labour and floth, of hardmefe and effemmacy
In war he feemed- ignorant of peace, in peace he
appeared mcapable of war. In the field he flept
in the fun or in the fnow; tired in the longeft

marches the firength of his men and horfes, and

fhared with a fmile the abftinence or diet of the
camp. No fooner did he return to Con[’cantmople,
than he refigned himfelf to the arts and pleafures
of a life of luxury: the expence of his drefs, his
table, and his palacc, furpaffed the meafure of
. k5 predecefors; and whole fummer days were
ldly wafted in the delicious ifles of the Propontis,
in the inceftuous love of his niece Theodora. The
double coft of a warlike and diffolute prince;,
exhaufted the revenue . and muluphed the taxes;
and Manuel, in the diftrefs of his laft Turkith camp,
endured a bitter reproach from the mouth of a
defperate foldier. As he quenched his thirft, he
complamed that the water of a fountain was
mmgled with Chriftian blood. < It -is not the
« firft time,” exclaimed a voice from the crowd,
¢ that you have drank, O emperor! the blood
bda

<
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« of yourChriftian fubje@s. ” Maniel Comnenus
was twice married, to the virtuous Bertha or
Irene of Germany, and to the beauteous Maria,
a French or Latin printefs of Antioch. The only
daughter of his firlt wifé was deftined for Bela

an Hungarian prince, who was educated at ‘Con-

ftantinople under the name of Alexius: and the
confummation of their naptials might have trans-
ferred the Roman feceptre to a race of free and
warlike Barbarians. But as foon as Maria of
Antioch had given a fon and heir to the empire,
the prefumptive rights of Bela were abolifhed,
and he was deprived of his promifed bride; but

. the Hungarian prince refumed his name and the

kingdom of his fathers, and difplayed fuch virtues
as might' excite the regrét and envy of the
Greeks. The fon of Maria was named Alexius;
and at the age of ten years, he afcended the
Byzantine throne, after his father’s deceafe had
clofed the glories of the Comnenian line. - .

“The fraternal concord of the two fons of the
great Alexius, had 'been fometimes clouded by
ari oppofition of intereft and paffion. By ambition,
faac the Sebaftocrator was excited to flight and
rebellion, from whence he was reclaimed by the
firmnefs and clemency of John the Handfome,
The errors of Ifaac, the father of the emperors
of Trebizond, were fhort and venial; but John,
the elder of his fons, renounced for ever his
religion. Provoked by a real or imaginary infult
of his uncle, he efcaped from the Roman to the
‘Furkifh camp: his apoftacy was rewarded with
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the Sultan’s daughter, the title‘of\ Chelebi, ornoble,
and the inheritance of:a princely eftate; and
_in the fifteenth century, Mahomet the fecond
boafted of his Imperial defcent from the Comnenian
" family. Andronicus, younger brother of John,
fon of Haac, and grandfon of Alexius Comnenus,
is onte of the moft confpicuous charadters of the age;
and his genuine adventures might form the fubje&
of a very fingular romance. To juftify the choice
of three ladies of royal birth, it is incumbent on
.me to obferve, that their fortunate lover was caft
in the beft proportions of firength and beauty;
and that the want of the fofter graces was fupplied
by amanly countenance, a lofty ftature, athletic
mufcles, and the air and deportment of a foldier.
The prefervation, in his old age, of health and
vigour, was the reward of temperance and
exercife. A piece of bread and a draught ef
water was often his fole and evening repaft; and

if he talted of a wild boar, or a ftag, which he"

had roafted with his own hands, it was the well-
carned fruit of a laborious chace. Dextrous in
arms, he was ignorant of fear: his perfuafive
eloquence could bend to every fituation and
chara@er of life: his ftyle, though not his practice,
was fathioned by the example of St. Paul; and,
in every deed of miflchief; he had a heart to
refolve, a head to contrive, and a hand to
execute, In his youth, after’ the death of the
emperor John, he followed the retreat of the
Roman army; but, in the march through Afia
Minor , defign or accident tempted him to wander
: Dds
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in the mountains; the bhunter was encompafied
by the Turkifh huntfmen,, and he remained fome
time a reluctant or wiiling captive fn the power
of the fultan. His virtues and vicés recommended
him ta the favour of his coufin: he fhared the
peris and the pleafures of Manuel; and while
the emperor lived in public inceft with his. niece
Theodora, the affections of her fifter Eudocia
were feduced and enjoyed by Andronicus. Above
the decencies of herfex and rank, fhe gloried in
the ‘name of his concubine; and both the palace
and the camp could witnefs that fhe flept, or
watched, in the arms of her lover. She accom-

- panied him to his military command of Cilicia,

the firlk fcene of his valour and imprudence. He
prefled, with a&ive ardour, the fiege of Mop-
fueftia: the day was employed in the boldeft
attacks; but the night was walted in fong and
‘dance; and a band of Greek comedians formed
the choiceft part of his retinue. Andronicus was
furprifed by the fally of a vigilant foe; but,
while his troops fled in diforder, -his invincible
lance tranfpierced the thickeft ranks of the Ar-
menians. On his return to the Imperial camp in-
Macedonif he was received by Manuel with
public fmles and a private reproof; but the
dutchies .of Naiffus, Branifecba, and Caftoria,
were the reward or confalation of the unfuccefsful
general.  Eudocia’ ftill attended his motions: at
midnight, their tent was fuddenly attacked by
her angry brothers, nnpatient to expiate her
jnfamy in his blood : his daring fpirit yefufed hep
[

\
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advice, and the difguife of a female habit; and
‘boldly -ftarting from his couch, he drew his
fword, and cut his way through the numerous
affaffins. It was here that he firft betrayed his
mngratitude and treachery : he engaged in a trea-
fonable correfpondence with the king of Hungary
and. the German emperor: approached the royal
tent at a fufpicious hour, with a drawn fword,
and, under the mafk of a Latin foldier, avowed
an intention of revenge againft a mortal foe;.and
imprudently praifed the fleetnefs of his horfe,

diffembled his fufpicions; but, after the clofe of
the campaign, Andronicus was arrefted and
firitly confined in a tower of the palace of
Conftantinople:

In this prifon he was left above twelve years;
a moft painful reftraint, from which the thirft of
adion and pleafure perpetnally urged him to
efcape. Alone and penfive, he perceived fome
broken bricks in a cornér of the chamber, and
gradually widened’ the paffage, till he had ex-
plored a dark and forgotten recefs. Into this
hole  he conveyed himfelf, and the_remains of
his provifions, replacing the bricks 1., their for-
mer pofition, and erafing with care the footfteps
of his retreat.” At the hour of the { uftomary
vifit, his guards were amazed by the filence and
folitude of the prifon, and reported , with fhame
and fear, his incomprehenfible flight. The gates
of the palace and city weee inftantly fhut: the
' ﬂn&cﬁ orders were dlfpatcﬁed into the provinceg

R . Ddg o

as {Fn.ianment of flight and fafety. The monarch:
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for the recovery of the fugitive; and his .
wife, on the fufpicion of a pious act, was bafely
imprifoned in the fame tower. At .the dead of
night, fhe beheld a fpectre: fhe recognized her
hufband : they fhared their provifiens; and a fon
was the fruit of thefe folen interviews, which
alleviated the tedioufnels of their confinement. In
the cuftody of a woman, the vigilance of the
keepers was infenfibly relaxed; and. the captive
had accomplithed his real efcape, when he was
difcovered, brought back to Conftantinople, and
loaded with a douyble chain. At length he
found the moment, and the means, of his de.
liverance. A boy, his domeftic fervant, intoxicat-
ed the guards, and obtained in wax the impref-
fion of the keys. By the diligence of his friends,
a fimilar key, with a bundle of ropes, was in-
troduced into the prifon, in the bottom of a
hogthead. Andronicus employed, with induftry:
and courage the inflruments of his fafety, un.
locked the doors, defcended from the tower, con-
cealed himfelf all day among the bufhes, and

fcaled in the night the garden-wall of the palace:

A boat was ftationed for his reception: he vifit-
ed his own houfe, embraced his cilildren, caft
away his chain, mounted a fleet horfe, and
direted his rapid courfe towards the banks of
the Danube. At Anchialus /in Thrace, an in.
trepld friend fupplied him with horfes and mo-
ney: he paffed the river, traverfed with fpeed
the defert of Moldavia and the Carpathlan hills,
and had almoft reached the town of Halicz, in
the Polifh Ruffia, when he was intercepted by
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a party of Walachians, who refolved to convey
their important captive to Conftantinople. His
prefence of mind again extricated him from this
danger. Under the pretence of ficknefs, he dif-
mounted in the night, and was allowed to ftep
afide from the troop: he planted in- the ground
his long ftaff; clothed it with his cap and upper
garment; and, ftealing into the wood, left a
phantom to amufe, for fome time, the eyes of
the Walachians. From . Halicz he was honour-

ably condu&ed to Kiow, the refidence of the.

great duke: the fubtle Greek foon obtained the
efteem and confidence of Ieroflaus: his charadter
could affume the manners of every climate; and
the Barbarians applauded his ftrength and cou-
rage in the chace of the elks and bears of the
foreft. In this northern region he deferved the
forgivenefs of Manuel, who folicited the Ruf-
fian prince to join his arms in the invafion of
Hungary. The influence of Andronicus atchiev-
ed this important fervicer his private treaty was
figned with a promife of fidelity on one fide,
and oblivion on the other; and he marched at
the head of the Ruffian cavalry, from the Bo-
ryQRthenes -to the Danube. In his refentment Ma-
nuel had ever fympathifed with the martial and
diffolute chara@er of his coufin; and his free par-
don was fealed in the affault of Zemlin, in
which he was fecond, and fecond only, to the
valour of the emperor. '
No-fooner was the exile reftored to freedom
and his country, than his ambition revived, at

-
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firlt to his own, and at length to the public,
misfortune. A daughter of Manuel was a feeble
bar to the fucceflion of the more deferving males.
of the Comnenian blood: her future marriage
with the prince of Hungary was repugnant to
the hopes or prejudices of the princes and nobles.
But when an oath of allegiance was required to
the prefumptive heir, Andronicus alone afferted
the honour of the Roman name, declined the
unlawful engagement, and boldly protefted
againft the adoption of a firanger. His patriotifm
was offenfive to the emperor, but he fpoke the fen-
timents of the people, and was removed from the
royal prefence, by an honourable banifhment, a
fecond command of the Cilician frontier, with
the abfolute dxfpofal of the revenues of Cyprus.

In this ftation, the Armenians again exercifed his
courage and expofed his negligence; and the
fame rebel, who baffled all his operations, was
unhorfed, and almoft flain by the vigour of his
lance. But Andronicus foon difcovered a more
eafy and plealing conqueft, the beautiful Phi-
lippa, fifter of the emprefs Maria, and daughter
of Raymond of Poitou, the Latin prince of
Antioch. For her fake, he deferted his ftation,
and wafted the fummer in balls and tournaments:
to his love fhe facrificed her innocence, her re-
putation, and the offer of an advantageous mar-

- riage. But the refentment of Manuel; for this

domeftic affront, interrupted his pleafures: An-
dronicus left the indifcreet princefs to weep and

~ to repent; and, with a band of defperate adven-
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_ turers, undertook the pilgrimage of Jerufalem. cuar.
His birth, 'his martial renown, and profeflions of xrvis,
#cal, announced him as the champion of the
crofs: he foen captivated both the clergy and
the king; and the Greek prince was invefted
with the lordthip of Berytus, on the coaft of
Pheenicia. In his neighbourhood refided a young
and handfome queen, of his own nation and
family, great-grand-daughter of the emperor
Alexis, and widow of Baldwin the third, king
of Jerufalem. She vifited and loved her kinfman.
‘Theodora was the third vi¢tim of his amorous
fedu&ion; and her fhame was more public and
fcandalous than that of her predeceffors. The
emperor ftill thirfted for revenge; and his
fubje@ts and allies of the Syrian frontier, were
repeatedly prefled to feize the perfon, and put out
the eyes, of the fugitive, In Raleftine he was
no longer fafe; but the tender Theodora reveal-
ed his danger and accompanied his flight. The
queen of Jerufalem was expofed to the Eaft, his -
. obfequious concubine ; and two illegitimate
children were the living monuments of her weak-
nefs. Damafcvs was his firlt refuge; and in the»
characters of the great Noureddin and his fervant
Saladin, the fuperftitious Greek might learn to
revere the wirtues of the Mufulmans. As the
friend of Noureddin he vifited, moft probably,
Bagdad, and the courts of Perfia; and, after a
long circuit round the Cafpian fea and the moun-
tains, of Georgia, he finally fettled among the
Turks of Afia Minoy, the hereditary enemics of
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his country. The fultan of Colonia afforded an
hofpitable retreat to Andronicus, his miftrefs,
and his band of outlaws: the debt of gratitude
was paid by frequent inroads in the Roman pro-
vince of Trebizond; and he fcldom returned
without an ample harvelt of {poil and of Cbri-
ftian captives. In the ftory of his adventures,
he was fond of comparing himfelf to David, whe'
efeaped, by a long exile, the fnares of the
wicked. But the royal prophet (he prefumed
to add ) was content to lurk on the borders of
Judza, to flay an Amalekite, and to threaten,
in his miferable ftate, the life of the avaricious
Nabal. The excurfions of the Comnenian
prince had a wider range; and he had fpread:

"~ over the Eaftern world the glory of his name.

and religion. By a fentence of the Greek church,
the licentious rover had been feparated from the
faithful; but even this excommunication may-
prove, that he never abjured the profeflion of
Chriftianity. .

His vigilance had eluded or repelled the open
and fecret perfecution of the emperor; but he
was at length -enfnared by the captivity of his
female companton. The governor of Trebizond
fucceeded in his attempt to furprife the perfon of
Theodora: the queen of Jerulalem and her two
children were fent to Conftantinopl¢, and their
lofs embittered the” tedious folitude of banifh-
ment. The fugitive implored and obtained a
final pardon, with leave to throw himfelf at the
feet of his fovereign, who was fatisfied with the
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fubmiffion of this haughty fpirit. Proftrate on
the ground, he deplored with tears:and groans
the guilt of his paft rebellion; nor would he
prefume to arife unlefs fome faxthful fubje@ would
drag him to the foot of the throne, by an iron
chain with which he had fecretly encircled his
neck. This extraordinary penance excited the
wonder and pity of the affembly; his fins were
forgiven by the church and ftate; but the juft
fufpicion of Manuel fixed his refidence at a dif-
tance from the court, at Oenoe, a town of Pon«
tus, furrounded with rich vineyards, and fituate
on the coaft of the Euxine. The death of Ma-
nuel, and the diforders of the minority, foon
opened the faireft field to his ambition. The empe-
ror was a boy of twelve orfourteen years of age,
without vigour, or wifdom, or experience: his mo-
ther, the emprels Mary, abandoned her perfon
and government to a favourite of the Comnenian
name; and his fifter, another Mary, whofe
hufband, an Italian, ‘was decorated with the title
of Caefar excited a-confpiracy , and at length an
infurreétion , againft her odious ftepmother. The

provinces were forgotten, the capital was in

flames, and a century of peace and order was
overthrown in the vice and weaknefs of a few
months. A civil war was kindled in Conftanti-
nople ; the two factions fought a bloody battle
in the fquare of the palace, and the rebels fuftain.
ed a regular fiege in the cathedral of St. Sophia.
The patriarch laboured with honeft zeal to heal
the wounds of the republic the moft refpectable
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patriots called aloud for a guardian and avenger,
and every tongue repeated the praife of the talents
and even the virtues of Andronicus. In his retire-
ment, he affeGted to revolve the folemn duties of
his oath: “ If the fafety or honour of the Impe-
“ rial family be threatened , I will reveal and op-
<« pofe the mifchief to the utmoft of my power.”
His correfpondence with the patriarch and patri-
cians, was feafoned with apt quotations from the
plalms of David and the epiftles of St. Paul; and
he patiently waited till he was called to her de-
hverauce by the voice of his country. In his
amarch from Oenoe to Conftantinople; his flender
train infenfibly fwelled to a crowd and an army ;
his pidfeflions of religion and loyalty were mif-
taker_l for the language of his heart; and the
fimplicity of a foreign drefs, which fhewed to
advanmgc his majeftic ftature, difplayed a lively
image of his poverty and exile. All oppofition
funk before him; he reached the fireights of the
"I‘hraciah,‘Bofphorus;the Byzantine navy failed
from the harbour to receive and tranfport the
faviour of the empire: the torrent was loud and
1rrcﬁ{hblc, and the infe&s who had balked in
the funfhine of royal favour difappeared at the
blaft of the ftorm. Tt was the firft care of Andros
nicus to occupy the palace,'to falute the emperor,

to confine his mother, to punifh her-minifter,

and to reftore the public order and tranquiilit;n
He then vifited the fepulchre of Manuel: the
fpe@ators were ordered to ftand aloof, but as he
bowed in the attitude of prayer, they heaid, or
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thought they heard, a murmur of triumph and
revenge. “ I no longer fear thee, my old enemy,
« who haft driven me a vagabond to every cli-
“ mate of the earth. Thou art fafely depofited
< under a fevenfold dome, from whence thou

« canft never arife till the fignal of the laft trum.’

« pet. It is now my turn, and fpeedily will I
 trample on'thy afhes and thy poftetity. ” From
his fubfequent tyranny we may impute fuch feel-
ings to the man, and the moment: but it is not
extremely probable that he gave an articulate
found to his fecret thoughts. In the firft months
of his adminiftration, his defigns were veiled by
a fain femblance of hypocrify , which could delude
only the eyes of the multitude : the coronation of
Alexius was performed with due folemnity , and
his perfidious guardian, holding in his hands the
body and blood of Chrift, moft fervently declar-
ed, that bhe lived, and was ready to die , for the
{ervice of his beloved pupil. But his numerous
adherents were inftruted to maintain, that the
finking. empire muft perifh in the hands of a child,
that the Romans could only be faved by a veteran
prince, boldin arms, fkilful in policy, and taught
to reign by the long experience of fortune and
"mankind; and that it was the duty of every citizen
to force the relu@ant modefty of Andronicus to
undertake the burthen of the public care.: The
young emperor was himfelf conftrained to join
his voice to the general acelamation, and to folici¢
the affociation of a colleague, who inftantly de-

graded him from the fupreme rank, fecluded hig

r
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perfon, and veritied the rafh declaration of the
patriarch, that Alexius might be confidered as
dead, fo foon as he was committed to the cufto-
dy of his guardian. But his death was preceded
by the imprifonment and execution of his mother.

“After_ blackening her reputation, and inflaming

againft her the paffions of the multitude, the
tyrant accufed and tried the emprefs for a treafon-
able correfpondence with the king of Hungary.
His own fon, a youth of honour and humanity ,
avowed his abhorrence of this flagitious a&, and
three of the judges had the merit of preferring
their confcience to their fafety : but the obfequious
tribunal, without requiring any proof , or hearing
any defence, condemned the widow of Manuel ;
and her unfortunate fon fubfcribed the fentence
of her death. Maria was ftrangled, her corpfe
was buried in the fea, and her memory was
wounded by the infult moft effenfive to female
vanity, a falfe. and ugly reprefentation of her
beauteous form. The fate of her fon was not
long deferred : he was ftrangled with a bowftring,
and the tyrant, infenfible to pity or remorfe,
after furveying the body of the innocent youth,
firuck it rudely with his foot: « Thy father, ”
he cried, « was a knave, thy mother a whore,

- and thyfelf a fool! ”

Andronicus I,
Comnenus ,

A. D, 1183,
Odtober.

- The-Roman f{ceptre, the- reward of his crimes,
was held by’ Andronicus about three years and

-a half as the guardian-or fovereign of the empire.

His government exhibited a ﬁngular contraft of
vice and virtue. When he Liftened to }ns paflions,
he
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he was the fcourge; when he confulted his reafon,
the father , of his people. In the exercife of private
juftice, he was equitable and rigorous: a fhameful
and pernicious venality was abolifhed , and the
offices were filled with the moft dcfcrving candi-
dates by a prince who had fenfe to chufe; and
feverity to punifth. He prohibited the inhuman
practice of pillaging the goods and perfons of
fhipwrecked mariners; the provinces, fo long the
objeds of oppreflion or neglet, revived in profs

perity and plenty ; and millions applauded the

diftant bleffings of his reign, while he was curfed
by the witneffes of his daily cruelties. That ancient
proverb, That blood-thirfty is the man who res
turns from banifhment to power, had been applied
with too much truth to Marius and Tiberius ;
arnd was now verified for the third time in the
life of Andronicus. His miemory was ftored with
a black lift of the enemies and rivals, who had
traduced his merit , oppofed his greatnefs , or
infulted his misfortunes; and the only comfort of
his exile was the facred hope and promife of re-
venge. The neceflary extinction of the young
emperor ‘and his mother, impofed the fatal obli.
gation of extirpating the friends, who hated

and might punilly, the affaffin ; and ‘the repetition
of murder rendered him lefs w1llmg, and lefs able,
to forgive. An horrid narrative of the victims
whom he facrificed by poifon or the fword, by
" the fea or the flames, would be lefs exprc(ﬁve of
his cruelty than the appel]atlon of the Halcyons
days, which was applied to a rare and bloodlefs
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week of repofe: the tyrant ftrove to transfer, on
the laws and the judges, fome portion of his
guilt; but the malk was fallen, and his fubjects
could no longer miftake the true author of their
calamities. The nobleft of the Greeks:, more
efpecially thofe who, by defcent or alliance,
might difpute the Comnenian inheritance, efcaped
from the monfter’s den: Nice or Prufa, Sicily or
Cyprus, were their places of refuge; and. as their
flight was already criminal; they aggravated their
offence by an open revolt, and the Imperial title.

" Yet' Andronicus refifted the daggers and fwords

of his moft formidable enemies: Nice and Prufa

_were reduced and chaftifed: the Sicilians were

content with the fack of Theflalonica; and the
diftance of Cyprus was not more propitious to
the rebel than to the tyrant. His throne was
fubverted by a rival without merit, and a people
without arms. Ifaac Angelus, a defcendant in
the female line from the great Alexius, was marked
as a vitim, by the prudence or fuperftition of
the emperor. In a moment of defpair, Angelus
defended his life and liberty, flew the executioner,
and fled to the church of St. Sophia. The fanc-

" tuary was infenfibly filled with a curious and

mournful crowd, who, in his fate, prognofticated

their own. But their lamentations were foon turned .

to curfes, and their curfes to threats: they dared
to alk, “ Why do we fear? why do we obey ?
% We are many, and he is one; our patience is
« the only bond of our flavery.” With the dawn
of day the city burft into a general fedition, the
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prifons were thrown open, the coldeft and moft
fervile were roufed to the defence of their country,
and Ifaac, the fecond of the name, was raifed
from the fané&uary to the throné. Unconfcious
of his danger, the tyrant was abfent; withdrawn
from the toils of ftate, in the delicious iflands of
the Propontis. He had contracted an indecent
marriage with Alice, or Agnes, daughter of Lewis
the feventh, of France, and reli¢t of the unfortunate
Alexius ; and his fociety, more fuitable to his
temper than to his age, was compofed of a
young wife and a favourite concubine. On the
firt alarm he rufhed to Conflantinople, impatient
for the blood of the guilty; but he was aftonithed
by the filence of the palace, the tumult of the
city, and the general defertion of mankind. An-
dronicus proclaimed a free pardon to his fubjedts;
they neither defired, nor would grant, forgivenefs:

he offered to refign thc crown to his fon Manuel ;
but the virtues of the fon could not expiate his
father’s  crimes. The fea was ftill open for his re-
treat; but the news of the revolution had flown
along the coaft: when fear had ceafed, obedience
was no more: the Imperial galley was purfued and
taken by an armed brigantine; and the tyrant was
Jdragged to the prefence of Ifaac Angelus, loaded
with fetters, and a long chain round his neck.
His eloquence, and the tears of his female com-
panions, pleaded in vain for his life; but, inftead
of the decencies of a legal execution, the new
monarch abandoned the criminal to the numerous
{ufferers, whom' he had.deprived of a father, an
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¢ H A r. hufband, or a friend. His teeth and hair, an eye

xLyur, and a hand, were torn from him, as a poor

compenfation for their lofs; ;and a fhort refpite

was allowed, that he might feel the bitternefs of

death Aftride on a' camel, without any danger

’ of a refcue, he was carried through the city, and

the bafeft of the populace rejoiced to trample on

the fallen majefty of their prince. After a thoufand

blows and outrages, Andronicus was hung by the

feet, between two pillars that fupported the ftatues

of a wolf and a fow; and every hand-that could

reach the. public enemy, inflitted on his body

fome mark of ingenious or brutal cruelty, till two

~ friendly or furious Italians, plunging their fwords

into his body, releafed him from all human punifh-

ment. In this long and painful agony, “ Lord

¢ have mercy upon me! and why will you bruife’

“a broken reed?” were the only words that

efcaped from his mouth. Our hatred for the

tyrant is loft in pity for the man; nor can w~

blame his pufillanimous refignation, fince a

Greek Chriftian was no longer mafter. of his

life. '

Frao TV, I have been tempted to expiate on the extra-

Angslus, ordinary chara&er and adventures of Andronicus;

;;: ;.‘:7‘ but I fhall here terminate the feries of the Greek,

s emperors {ince the time of Heraclius. The branches
‘ that fprang from the Comnenian trunk had .

' infenfibly withered ; and the male line was conti-

nued only in the pofterity of Andronicus himfelf,

who, in the public confufion, ufurped the fover-

eigoty of Trebizond, fo obfcure in hiftory, and
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fo famous in romance. A private citizen of Phi- ¢umar,
ladelphia, Conftantine Angelus, had emerged to xLviiL
‘wealth and honours, by his marriage with a
daughter of the emperor Alexius. His fon An.
dronicus is confpicuous only by his cowardice. o

His grandfon [faac punifhed and fucceeded the

tyrant; but he was dethroned by his own vices,

and the ambition of his brother; and their difcord
introduced the Latins to the conqueft of Conftan- A. D, 1204,
tinople, the firlt great period 'in the fall of the Artil 2=
Eaftern empire.

If we compute the number and duration of the
reigns , it will be found, that a peried of fix
‘hundred years is filled by fixty emperors, includ-
ing in the Auguftan lift fome female fovereigns;
and deducting fome ufurpers who were never
acknowledged in the capital, and fome princes
who did not live to poflefs their inheritance,

The average proportion will allow ten years for
each emperor , far below the chronological rule
of Sir Ifaac Newton , who, from the experience
of more recent and regular’ monarchies , bas
defined about eighteen or twenty years as the
term of an ordinary reign. The Byzantine empire
was moft tranquil and profperous when it could *
acquiefce in hereditary fucceflion: five dynafties,

> the- Heraclian, Ifaurian, Amorian, Bafilian, and
Comnenian families enjoyed and tranimitted the
rayal patrimony during their refpeive feries, of
five , four, three, fix, and four generations; .
- feveral princes number the years of their reign
with thofe of their infancy; and Conftantine the
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feventh and his two grandfons occupy the fpace
of an entire century. But in the intervals of the
Byzantine dynafties, the fucceflion is rapid and
broken, and the name of a fuccefsful candidate
1s fpeedlly erazed by a more fortunate compe-
titor. Many were the paths that led to the
fummit of royalty: the fabric of rebellion was
overthrown by the ftroke of confpiracy, or un-
dermined by the filent arts of intrigue: the
favourites of the foldiers or people, of the fenate
or clergy, of the women and eunuchs, were
alternately clothed with the purple: the means
of their elevation were bafe, and their end was
often contempuble, or tragic. A being of the

- nature of man, endowed with the fame faculties,

but with a longer meafure of exiftence, would
caft down a fmile of pity and contempt on the
crimes and follies of human ambition, fo eager,
in a narrow fpan, to grafp at a precarious and
fhort-lived enjoyment. It is thus that the ex-
perience of hiftory exalts and enlarges the horizon
of our intelle§ual view. In a compolition of

. fome days, in a perufal of fome hours, fix hun-

dred years have rolled away, and the duration

“of a life or reign is contracted to a fleeting mo-

ment: the grave is ever befide the throne; the
fuccefs of a criminal is almoft mftantly followed
by the lofs of his prize; and our immortal reafon
{urvives and difdains the fixty pbantoms of kings
who have pafled before our eyes, and faintly
dwell on our remembrance. The obfervation,
that, in every age and climate, ambition has
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prevailed with the fame commanding energy,
may abate the furprife of a philofopher; but
. while he condemns the vanity, he may fearch
the motive, of this univerfal defire to obtain and
hold the fceptre of dominion. To the greater
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part of the Byzantine feries, we cannot reafonably -

afcribe the love of fame and of mankind. The
virtue alone of John Comnenus was beneficent
" and pure: the moft illuftrious of the princes, who
precede or follow that refpectable name, have
trud with fome dexterity and vigour the crooked
and bloody paths of a felfith policy : in fcrutin<
izing the imperfe@ characters of Leo the Ifaurian,
Bafil the firft, and Alexius Comnenus, of Theo-
philus, the fecond Bafil, and IManuel Comnenus,
our efteem and cenfure are almoft .equally
‘balanced ; and the remainder of the Imperial
crowd could only defire and expe® to be for-
gotten by pofterity. Was perfonal happinefs the
aim and obje@ of their ambition? I fhall not.
defcant on the vulgar topics of the mifery of
kings; but I may furely obferve, that their con-
dition, of all others, is the moft pregnant with,
fear, and the leaft fufceptible of hope. .For thefe

oppofite paffions, a larger fcope was allowed in*

the revolutions of antiquity, than in the fmooth
and folid temper of the modern world, which
cannot ealily repeat either the triumph of Alex-
ander or the fall of Darius. But the peculiar,
infelicity of the Byzantine princes expofed them
to domeftic perils, without affording any lively
prom}fe of foreign conqueft. From the pinnacle
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of greatnefs, Andronicus.was precipitated by a
death more cruel and fhameful than that of the
vileft malefactor ; but the moft glorious of his
predeceflors had much more to dread from their
fubjecs than to hope from their enemies.- The
army was licentious without fpirit, the nation
turbulent ‘without freedom: the Barbarians of the
Eaft ‘and Weft preffed on the monarchy, and
the lofs of the provinces was terminated by the
final fervitude of the capital.

The entire feries of Roman emperors, from
the firft of the Cewfars to the laft of the Con-
ftantines, extends above fifteen hundred years :
and the term of dominion, unbroken by foreign
conqueft, furpaflfes the meafure of the ancient
monarchies ; the Affyrians or Medes , the fuc-
ceffors of Cyrus, or thofe of Alexandcr.

«
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