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DR. ROBERT HUBBARD



BIOGRAPHICAL

ROBERT HUBBARn. M. D.

Dr. Robert Hubbard, of Bridgeport, was born April 27, 1826. in Upper Middlctown,
now the town of Cromwell, in Middlesex county. Connecticut. He was a descendant of a
prominent pioneer family, tlie first American Hubbard having come from England to the
Connecticut colony about 16t;0. His father. Jeremiah Hubbard, was also a native of Upper
Middletown and for many years sailed a vessel in the West Indies trade and also engaged
in farming in this state. He married Elizabeth Roberts, a native of Middletown and a
daughter of Winkham Roljerts, who was a farmer. To this marriage were born eight sons
and two daughters.

Robert Hubbard was the eldest of the family and in Ins boyhood attended the district

schools but spent most of hi« time in work on the farm, his services being badly needed

in the cultivation of the fields, so that his educational opportunities were therefore some-
what limited. Finally, however, he entered the academy and worked his way through that
institution. In 1S46. at the age of twenty years, he had finished his preparatory course

and was then admitted to Yale College. At the close of his freshman year he accepted
the position of principal in the academy at Durham, Connecticut, and a year later he was
induced to take up the study of medicine. After two years as principal of the academy he

entered the office of Dr. Benjamin F. Fowler, who directed his reading for about a year,

when he became a student under l>r. Nathan B. Ives, of New Haven. During the two years
spent under Dr. Ives he also attended the Yale Medical School and in 1851 was graduated
with the M. D. degree, winning the valedictorian honors of his class.

In February. 1851, Dr. Hubbard removed to Bridgeport and opened an office on \ValI

street. He was without capital and in fact had incurred an indebtedness of two thousand
dollars in meeting his expenses while pursuing his education. With resolute energy, however,

he set to work and soon won a good practice, early demonstrating his ability to successfully

cope with the complex and intricate problems that continually confront the physician. In

May. 1854, he entered into partnership with David H. Nash and that relationship was main-

tained for seventeen years. In 1861 Dr. Hubbard was appointed by Governor Buckingham
a member of the board of medical examiners to examine every applicant for surgical work in

connection with the Connecticut regiments and in 1862 he went to the field as a surgeon of

the Seventeenth Regiment of Connecticut Infantry. Later he was promoted to the position

of brigade surgeon in General Sigel's Corps and following the battle of Chancellorsville

was made division surgeon in General Devin's command. He was next given the rank of

medical inspector on the staff of General Howard and at CJettysburg he served as medical

director in chief of the Eleventh Corps, which he also accompanied to Lookout Mountain,
where he was staff surgeon to General Hooker. He participated in the battles of Lookout
Mountain, Missionary Ridge and Ringgold and won high professional honors through his

splendid service there. On account of ill health he resigned from the army and returned

• -
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to Bridgeport, wlieif lie resumed practice, but suffered greatly from sciatica and in search

of relief lie took three trips abroad, incidentally studying in Europe. Something of his

standing among his professional colleagues is indicated by the fact that in 1979 he was

elected to the presidency of the Connecticut State Medical Society.

This, however, was but one phase of his activity. His powers of leadership were recog-

nized in other directions and in 1.S74 he was elected from Bridgeport to the state legislature.

The following year he was nominated for congress but was defeated by William H. Barnum.

In 1876 he was again sent to the legislature and in the following year was again nominated

for congress but was defeated by Levi Warner.

.On the 15th of April, 1855, Dr. Hubbard was married to Jliss Cornelia Boardman, a

daughter of Slierinan and .Sophia (Hartwell) Boardman, of Bridgeport. She passed away in

1871, leaving a son and two daughters. Sherman Hartwell, a Yale graduate, who engaged

in the practice of law, died in 1891. He had married Comete Ludeling and they had one son,

John T. Luileliiig Hubbard. Sophia Todd Hubbard became the wife of Charles M. Everett,

of Rochester, New York. Cornelia E. Hubbard became the wife of Courtlandt H. Trowbridge,

a ship owner and trader of New Haven.

Dr. Kobert Hubbard on the 18th of July, 18U7, while ascending his office steps fell to

the sidewalk, fracturing his skull, and passed away the next morning at the home of his

dauglitur-in-law, Mrs. C. F. Stead, of Bridgeport.

PHINEAS TAYLOR BARNUM.

Bridgeport probablj' had no more distinguished citizen than Phineas Taylor Barnum,

whose eventful life was closed at his home in this city on the 7th of April, 1891. He was

one of the most public-spirited citizens of the community, always taking a keen and help-

ful interest in Bridgeport's progress. Anything, no matter how large or small, that per-

tained to or involved the city in any way was of great interest to him. He was a lineal

descendant in tlie sixth generation from Thomas Barnum, who was one of the tirst eight

settlers of the town of Danbury, Connecticut, they purchasing the land from the Indians

in 1684, and making their residence there in the spring of 1685.

Ephraiiji Barnum II. grandson of Thomas II, born in 1733, married in 1753, Keziah

Covell. by wliom he had ten children. He married (second) in 1776. Mrs. Rachel Starr Beebe,

daughter of .lonatlian and Rachel (Taylor) Starr, and widow of Jonathan Beebe, of Dan-

bury. They had five children, among them being Philo, born in 1778, married Polly

yairchild. of Newtown, Connecticut, who died in 1808, leaving five children. He then

married Irene Taylor, daughter of Phineas and MoUie (Sherwood) Taylor, of Bethel, and

among the five children of this marriage was Phineas Taylor, born July 5, 1810, at Bethel,

in Fairfield county.

The grandfather of our subject was a captain in the Revolutionary war. His father

was a tailor, farmer and sometimes hotel-keeper, and Phineas drove cows to pasture,

weeded garden, plowed fields, made hay. and, when possible, went to school. Later on

he became clerk in a i-ountry store established by his father. The latter dying in 1825,

leaving the family in coniparalively indigent circumstances, young Phineas then started

into tlie world, securing employment for a time with a mercantile firm at Grassy Plains,

his remuneration being six dollars jicr month. In 1826 he went to the city of Brooklyn as

clerk in the store of Oliver Taylor, and for a time in the following year he was in busi-

ness in New York. In 1829 he had a fruit and confectionery store in his grandfather's

carriage liouse in Hcllicl. and also had on hand "hittery business," and was auctioneer in the

book trade. In 1831, in lonipany with his uncle, Alanson Taylor, he opened a country

store in Betliel. Several months later the nephew bought <nit the uncle's interest, and
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also the same year, on (litober lUtli, he issiied the first copy of the llciaUl of hi uedoiii.

Unfortunately he lacked the e\|>erionce which indicates cauticjii and was snon idunj,'e(l

into litigation, being finally sentenced to pay on one suit a fine of one liundred doliais and

be imprisoned in the jail lor sixty days. He had a good room, lived well and liad con-

tinued visits from friends, edited his paper as usual, and received large accessions to tlie

subscription lists. At tlic ex|iiration ol his imprisonment he received an ovation, and

after a suni|>tuous dinner, witli toasts, speeclies and ode and oration, in a coacli drawn by

six horses, accompanied Ijy a band of nuisic. forty horseman, sixty carriages of citizens

and tlie marshal of oration of tlie day, amid roar of cannons and cheers of a multitude

Mr. Barnum rode to his home in Hethel, where tlie band played "Home Sweet Home," and

the procession then returned to Danbuiy. His editor's career was one of continual contest,

but be persevered in the jiublication of the HeraUl of Freedom until the spring of 1835.

He then removed to New York, and after being engaged as a drummer for several firms

opened a private boarding iio\ise. at tlie same time puiuhasing an interest in a grocery

store.

In 1S:15 .Air. Barnum liegaii the business which lias made his name a household word

in all civilized nations. His start as a sliowinan began by the purchase and exhibition of

Joyce Heath, a colored woman, said to have been the nurse of tieneral George Washington,

and one liundred and sixty-one years of age. His next venture was the exhibition of

"Signor Antonio" and a "ilr. Roberts." In 1S36 he connected himself with Aaron Turner's

traveling circus, going south. In the following year he organized a new company and

went west, reaching tlie Missotui river, where he purchased a steamer and sailed down

the river for New Orleans. There he traded the steamer for sugar and molasses and

returned north, arriving at New York, June 4. 1S38. In 1841 he bought the American

Museum in that city and commenced a series of improvements by waj- of attractive

exhibitions. He introduced the lecture room, a reform of the stage or theatre. He was

constantly searching for and obtaining something new, amusing and wonderful, and all

the exliibitions he made were instructive to tlie people, moral and elevating. His methods

of bringing his institution constantly before the minds of the people and the success

thereby secured first impressed the American mind with the advantages of advertising.

In 1842 he secured General Tom Thumb for exhibition; in 1844 he took him, in company

with his parents, across the ocean. They went to London and soon to the presence of the

queen at Buckingham Palace. From London the party went to Paris, where the General

received great attention. He was invited to the presence of the king and ipieen and the

royal family. For the first day's exhibition to the general public in Paris, ilr. Barnum

received fifty-five hundred francs. From Paris the party traveled through France and

Belgium and back to England, wdiere the profitable exhibition continued until the return

to New York in 184". The General's father, on arriving from England with a handsome

fortune, placed a portion of it at interest for the General, more for himself, and with

thirty thousand dollars of it built a substantial duelling on the corner of North avenue

and Main street, Bridgeport.

After returning to America. Mr. Baniuiii made a tour with his little general through

the United States and Cuba. It was during this tour in 1847-4.S that he had his beau-

tiful dwelling built in Bridgeport, which he called "Iranistan," the word signifying "Ori-

ental A'illa," and on November 14, 1848, nearly one thousand guests were present at an

old-fashioned "house warming." It stood a little back from tlie northeast corner of the

present Fairfield and Iranistan aveinu's. and some years after it accidentally took fire

and was consumed. This beautiful and very remarkable structure, built in oriental style,

was the first great boom for the celebrity of Bridgeport. The picture of it went over the

country in the illustrated pajjers as "a thing of beauty," a marvel of wonder and an honor

to all America.

The Jenny Lind enterprise was the next great undertaking of ih\ Barnum. It was
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conceivi'd by liiiii in October. 1S49, the engagement nia<ie with the great singer .lanuary

9. 1S50. by which one Imnilred and eighty-seven tliousand, five hundred dollars was to be

deposited by Mr. Harnnm in a<lvance of all proceedings, and whicli was done. Miss Lind

arrived in New York, September 1. 1S50, and the first concert occurred September

nth following, tlie proceeds of which amounted to seventeen thousand, eight

hundred and sixty-four dollars and five cents. Ninety-three concerts were given

under Mr. Barnum's contract, terminating in May, 1851, tlie receipts for whicli

amounted to one hundred and twelve thousand, one hundred and sixty-one dollars

and thirty-four cents. It was tlie greatest project of the kind ever introduced into Amer-

ica up to that day and probably to the present, unless it be "Barnum's Greatest Show on

Karth." and was successfully, and even grandly, carried through. During this time the

American Mu.^cum was running successfully with Tom Thumb in attendance, besides many
other entertainments added every year. About this time he fitted out his "Great Asiatic

Caravan. Museum and Menagerie" at an expense of upward of one hundred thousand

dollars and exhibited it for four years.

In 1851 Mr. Barnum purchased of William H. Noble, of Bridgeport, the undivided half

of his late father's estate, consisting of fifty acres of land lying on the east side of the

river, opposite the city of Bridgeport. They intended this as the nucleus of a new eity,

which they concluded could soon be built in consequence of the many natural advantages it

possessed. In view of securing this end, a clock company, in which Mr. Barnum was a

stockholder, was prevailed upon to transfer its establishment from the town of Litch-

field to the new city. In addition to this it was proposed to transfer the entire business

of the .Jerome (lock Company of New Haven to East Bridgeport, and for this purpose

Mr. Barnum lent that company money and notes to the amount of one hundred and ten

thousand dollars, with the positive assurance this would be the extent of the company's

call on him; but by peculiar management on the part of the comiiany they soon had Mr.

Barnum involved to the amount of over half a million dollars. Then they failed, and after

absorbing all of Mr. Barnum's fortune they paid but from twelve to fifteen per cent of

the company's obligations, while, in the end, they never removed to Kast Bridgeport. Mr.

Barnum's extrication of himself from this gulf of obligation by jiaying such a percentage

on the whole as could not be met by the sale of all his property at the time, was a finan-

cial feat of the highest genius, energy and honor.

Early in 1857 Mr. Barnum again went to Europe, taking with him General Tom
Thumb and also little Cordelia Howard and her parents, and traveled through England,

Germany and Holland, experiencing with the little folks a most cordial and enthusiastic

greeting all the way. It was soon after his return from this European tour that the beau-

tiful "Iranistan " was destroyed by fire. Early in 1858 Mr. Barnum returned to England,

taking Tom Thumb, and with some help to manage the exhibition through Scotland and

Wales, as well as elsewhere, he devoted himself to the "lecture field," taking for his theme,

"The Art of Making Money," and by it he made money, hand over hand, and sent it

home to apply on the clock enterprise. In 1859 he returned to Ihc Ignited States and,

pushing on his miiseiiiii, found himself in 1800 within twenty thousand dollars of extin-

guishing the last claim from the old clock business. This he [irovided for and resumed the

full control of his old museum. In 1860 he built a new house in Bridgeport, on Fairfield

avenue, about oiu> hundred rods west of the site of "Iranistan,"' which was named

"Lindencroft," in honor of .leiiny Lind. and gave his attention anew to the building of his

pet city, East Bridgeport. This had already made great progress. In 1856 the Wheeler

& Wilson Sewing Machine Company had purchased the old clock shop, greatly enlarged

it, and were em])loying something like a thousand hands. Cluu'ches, dwellings and other

manufactories, including that of the Howe Sewing Machine Company, had been built and

the place had becouie (piite a city. From 1860 to the time of his death Mr. Barnum.

although engaged with the New York Museum for years and afterward with liis great
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show, did not cease to give mudi utt.'iition and .•nerf.'etic ctrort tu the biiildiii;,'. prospi-i ity

and success of the city of Bridgppoit.

In 1S61 -Mr. Barnum introdnced into his Musi-um Coininodore Nut, and in lS(i:> he
secured another dwarf in the person of Lavinia Warren. In 1805 the American Museum in

New York was burneil with great loss, hut Mr. Barmini at once built another, which was
also burned with great loss in isr.8. Hy these two catastrophes al)out a million dollars

worth of Mr. Barnum's property in one dwelling and two uuiseums had been destroyed by
iire. In 1S67 he sold his home, "Lindencroft," and removed to the locality where he resided

for years, commencing the erection of that residence in ISds. This he named '•Waldemere,"

the word meaning "Woods-by-the-Sea." Wlien he purchased this hind it lay adjoining tlie

west end of Seaside Park, being a portion of an old farm, and extended from Atlantic

street to the shore of tlie Sound. Believing as he did then that Seaside Park would be a
very great advantage to the people of the city, lie gave seven acres lying in front of his

residence to the city for enlargement of the park. In ISS4 he gave thirty acres nu.re,

e.xtending the park westward toward Black Rock Harbor.

In 1870 Mr. Bariuim commenced preparations for a great show and enterprise, com-
prising a museum, menagerie, caravan, hippodrome and circus, and to this show from that

time on he devoted a great portion of his untiring energy. This he styled 'The Greatest

Show on Earth." This show opened for a few weeks in tlie spring every year in the

large Madison Square Garden in New York, and during eacli summer it visited the prin-

cipal cities in the United States and Canada, from Quebec and Montreal on the east, to

Omaha, Nebraska, on the west, exhibiting under immense tents, in one of which could be
seated twenty thousand persons. It consisted of a large menagerie of rare wild beasts,

a museum of human phenomena and living specimens of savage and strange tribes and
nations, including, without regard to cost, everything rare and marvelous which his wealth,

energy and perseverance, and experience as a public manager could gather. The "Ethno-

logical Congress" of this show contained the greatest collection of different types of

strange and savage tribes gathered from the remotest corners of the earth ever seen

together. The great elephant -Jumbo, purcliased by ilr. Barnum from the Royal Zoological

Gardens. London, being the largest land animal seen for centuries, and forty other Ameri-
can and Indian elephants, including two baby elephants—these and scores of other trained

animals transported on nearly a hundred railway cars belonging to Mr. Barnum, created

an expense of five thousand to six thousand dollars each day and brought over a million

dollars in a single season. In the latter years of his life Mr. Barnum took several experi-

enced partners, the contract of copartnership extending for years, and arrangements were

made for its continuance after that time by their successors. The winter headquarters

of the show, which still bears Mr. Barnum's name, is located at Bridgejiort. and the build-

ings and grounds are annually inspected by thousands.

In 1ST5 Mr. Barnum was elected mayor of Bridgeport, and as he always had its best

interests at heart, it is needless to say that his administration was eminently successful.

The improvement in the Park City during the past decade can easily be traced back to

the pioneer hand of this generous gentleman. He secured to the city the beautiful Moun-
tain Grove cemetery. He laid out many streets and planted hundreds of trees in Bridge-

port proper, built blocks of houses, many of which he sold to mechanics on the installment

plan.-thus providing a home for the thrifty with as little cost as would be the payment of

rent. Bridgeport, with its many handsome gifts, notably the Barnum Institute of Science

and History, from this generous and eminent man, will revere his name for generations to

come; and in all cities, towns and hamlets of this, or any country, the people will remem-

ber P. T. Barnum and his "Greatest Show on Earth" when all else is forgotten.

Mr. Barnum also gave to Tufts College. Massachusetts, one hundred thousand dollars,

with which was erected and stocked the Barnum JIuseum of Natural History. Politically

Mr. Barnum was a democrat previous to the breaking out of the Civil war. but afti'r tliat
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period up to tlie time of liis death he was a republican. In 1S65 he was eU'cted a representa-

tive to the general assembly of Connecticut from the town of Fairtield. and from Bridgeport

in 1877.

In 1876 Mr. Harnuni wrote a book of fiction founded on fact, entitled, "The Adven-

ture of Lion Jack, or How Managers are Made, " which was dedicated to the boys of

America. In 1881 Mr. Bariium presented to Bethel, his birtliplace, a bronze fountain,

which was made in Germany. P'rom an impromptu speech made on the occasion the fol-

lowing is an extract: "ily friends: Among all the varied scenes of an active and event-

ful life, crowded with strange incidents of struggle and excitement, of joj- and sorrow,

taking me often through foreign lands and bringing me face to face with the king in bis

]mlace and the peasant in liis turf-covered hut, I have invariably cherished—with the mo.st

ali'ectionate remembrance of the place of my birth—the old village meeting house, with-

out stee|)le or bell, where in the square family pew I sweltered in summer and shivei-ed

through my .Sunday school lessons in winter, and the old school house, wliere the ferrule,

the birchen rod and rattan did active duty, of which 1 deserved and received a liberal share."

On November 8, 1829. Jlr. Barnum was married to Charity Hallett. a native of Bethel,

who bore liim children as follows: Caroline C, Helen M., Frances I. and Pauline T. The

mother of these, who was born October 28, 1808, died November 19, 1873. On September

16, 1S74, the fatlier married Jliss Xancy Fish, of Southport, Lancashire, England. In

1889 "Waldemere" was remov<'il to make room for "Marina," the later residence of the

family at Bridgeport.

WORDIX FAillLY.

For the larger part of two centuries the Wordin family has been established in or near

the ])resent city of Bridgeport and has been conspicuously and most influentially and honorably

identified with the progress of the community. Its representative members have been

active, prominent and successful in its religious, social, commercial and professional life.

The family lineage is traced to Thomas Wordin, w'ho was a resident of .Stratford. Fairfield

county, and married, in 1728, Jemima, daughter of David and Anne (Seeley) Beardsley.

David Beardsley was a son of William Beardsley, who came to America in 1635 and became

one of the founders of Stratford, Connecticut, in 1638. Captain William Wordin, son of

Thomas, before mentioned, was born in what is now Trumbull, Connecticut, then North

Stratford, and in 1772 purchased land of Ezra Ivirtland in what is now the city of Bridgeport

and erected his homestead at the corner of State street and Park avenue. He was a

prominent citizen of the community, serving on the society's committee of the church and

also on the school committee. During the Revolution he was captain of the Householders,

a local militia company. He died in 1808. His wife was Anna Odell of Fairfield, Connecticut,

daughter of Samuel and Judith Ann (Wheeler) Odell. Aniui Odell was born in 1737 and

died in 1805.

William Wordin (ID, son of Captain William, w-as born in 1759 and died in Bridgeport,

April 15, 1814. He married Dorcas Cooke, who died in 1854 at the age of ninety-one. She

was a daughter of .loljn and Martha (Booth) Cooke and a descendant of Thomas Cooke, who

came to Quinnijiiack, now Xew Haven, in 1630. In this direct line of ancestry was the

Rev. Samuel Cooke, Yale 1705, rector of the Hopkins Grammar School, clerk of the

Connecticut legislature, member of the Yale Corporation and sec(md pastor of the Cliurch of

Christ of Stratlield, now the First Congregational church of Bri<lgeport. of which the present

members of the family are attendants. Another line of ancestry is traced to Governor

William Leete of the Xew llavon colony, 1661 to 1665. and of the Connecticut colony,

1678 to 1693.
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Tliomas Cooke Wordiii, son ol \\illi:iiii Wordiii (II), was l)oni in 1787 in tin' WCidin
homestead built by liis gianilfatluT on what is now tlic corner of .State street and Park
avenue, Bridgeport. ]n boyliood lie hecanu' a clerk in tlie diuj; store of Samuel JJarlin;,' at

New Haven, and at the age of twenty-one be embarked in the same business for himself in

Bridgeport. Throughout his active life he jirosecuted this enti'ri)rise witli marked success,

his store being in a building erected by iiim about ISKl on State street, just west of the old

postoflice. He was one of tlie representative meichants of his time and was known for the

strictest integrity as well as for old fashioned New Kngland ideas and principles. Acipiiring

by purchase the Norwalk llcniring mills, he remodeled tlu-m for grinding si)ices, and the

resulting product commanded a ready market. He ollered two thousand dollars toward
establishing a public square west ul Conrthinil streel. liridgcporl. but the oiler was not

acted U|)on. He died November :iil, l.s.-,;i. In mrz lie married Ann. daughter of I'liilemon

and Hepsibah (Burr) Sherwooil and a descendant of Thomas Sherwood, who canu' from
Ipswich, Kngland, on the ship Frances in lii.'i.l and several years later settled at Fairliehl.

About the time of the close of the War of ISIIJ, Thomas C. WCr.lin left liis wife aTid infant

son, Nathaniel S.. for a trip to Boston on the sloop otliello. co.iiinanded by (.aplain .loel

Thorp. They were captured by the British and Mr. Wordin had great difficulty in being

released and returning home. While he was gone, his wife, becoming alar d at the

frequent reports tliat the British had landed to pillag,. Bridgei)ort, took her infant son

before the morning dawn and walked to her father's liouse some three miles away. The
children born to .Mr. and Mrs. Wordin were: NatliaiiicI S.; Tuey S., wlio married Edmund
S. Hawley; Susan, who married (^liarles Kelsey ; Thonnis, who died in infancy; lilmer and
a twin brother (unnamed), both of whom died in infancy, Maiy; Ann B., who gave 'her hand
in marriage to JJeacon .lolui W. llincks; Caroline, who marri.'d W. W. Naramore; Thomas C,
wdio married Betsey Ann I'lunili, of Trumbull; and Klizabeth, who died in young womanhood.

Natlianiel Slierw^ood Wordin. eldest of the children of Tliomas and Ann (Sherwood)
Wordin, was born July 12, 1813, in Bridgeport, wiiere he was reared to manhood. He atlemied

the district school presided over by the Bev. Asa Bronsoii, who was also pastor of the

Stratfield Baptist cliiircli and known as a successful teacher as well as a strict disciiilinarian.

After leaving this school Nathaniel S. Wordin tlicn attended the Eastern Academy, also of

Bridgeport, then conducted by the Rev. Nathaniel Treeman. pastor of the Congregational

church. He was fifteen years of age Avhcn lie completed his studies and then enten-d his

father's business establishment as a clerk, and later, upon attaining his majority, he bi'caiue

a partner in the business. Soon after the fatlier witlidrcw from active participation in the

business to devote his attention to his milling interests at Norwalk, and the whide respon-

sibility devolved upon Mr, Wordin, ,]r. He was fully equal to his new^ task and from the

excellent business left in charge developed sonietliing iiiucli larger still. Before long the

increasing demands of the business required larger (piarters and a larger building was
erected on Water street, the lower lloor of wbicli was taken u|i liy the drug store, while above

there was a sort of auditorium known for many years as Wordin Hall. The old building,

which he had left, was occupied by a number of succeeding men, still as a drug store, until

the year 1879, making a period of about four score years that line of business was I'onducted

there. The new store of Mr. Wordin became the local point fiu' calls by |)hysicians and was
also the place of resort for sailors and seafaring men and for jnople out of town geiu'rally

who needed supplies. For such as these Mr. Wordin prepared small and compact medicine

chests together with printed descriptions of each remedy contained and directions for dose,

etc. These gained Iiiui the sobriquet of Doctor, wliich clung to him during tlie remainder of

his life. In this establishment, under botli tlie (dder and younger man, were trained a great

number of clerks who afterwards became owners and iiroprietors of their <iwn drug stores in

the ever growing city.

Mr. Wordin inherited from liis father, besides the drug business, a large ipiantity of

real estate in Bridgeport which the same grow tli of the city jiist remarked tended still to
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increase in value. In tliis matter his great business talent and foresight were of inestimable

value to him and his lioldings rapidly increased in quantity a8 well as quality. In 1850 he

withdrew from the management of the drug business, being succeeded by a brother, and

thenceforth devoted himself to the care of his private estate and certain other financial

interests with which he had become identified. He became a director of the Bridgeport

Mutual .Savings Bank and Building Association and of what was then the Farmers Bank,

now the First-Bridgeport National Bank. He was also an incorporator of the Bridgeport

Savings Bank and an incorporator of the Farmers and Mechanics Savings Bank. But in

spite of the demands made upon his time and strength by his varied business interests,

Mr. Wordin did not neglect those civic duties which his talents in a certain degree involved

him in. It was in a purely non-partisan and disinterested spirit that he entered local

politics and this his fellow citizens quickly realized and elected him to the office of city

treasurer, wliich he held between the years 1841 and 1845. In 1848 he was appointed to

number the buildings in the city of Bridgeport in accordance with a plan agreed upon by

that body, a task by no means easy but which he accomplished rapidly and successfully.

In 1859 he was elected assessor and held this office until 18tj2 and again from 1867 to 1868.

Mr. Wordin was keenly interested in military matters and was prominent in militia circles

for a number of years. He served as surgeon with the Fourth Regiment of Light Artillery,

Colonel Kobbins, to which office he was commissioned September 6, 1836. Of strong religious

feelings and beliefs, he joined the First Congregational church of Bridgeport in 1831, when

he was but eighteen years of age, and was from that time onward a most faithful attendant

upon divine service there. At his death he was the eldest member of the congregation. In

1834 he was elected clerk of the society and served in that oHice for over fifty years, never

failing during that long period to be present at the annual meetings to call them to order.

It is stated that in elegance of penmanship and general accuracy, the records kept by him

of the society's business transactions were unsurpassed. In the year 1885 this long and

pleasant association was cut sliort by a seizure of apoplexy which, though not fatal, yet ended

very largely his participation in affairs. His death finally occurred from the same disease

on January it, 188y. Another manner in which he was identified with the church was as

leader of the choir for many years.

On May 29, 1839, Nathaniel S. Wordin married Fanny Augusta, youngest daughter of

Dr. Frederick Leavenworth of Waterbury, Connecticut, a successful physician and also for a

score of years postmaster at that place. He was a son of Colonel Jesse Leavenworth, who

graduated from Yale College in 1759, a lieutenant in the famous Governor's Foot Guards of

New Haven, under the captaincy of Benedict Arnold and which organization responded to

the call from Lexington at the outbreak of the Revolution in 1775. Rev. Mark Leavenworth,

the father of Colonel Jesse Leavenworth, graduated from Yale College in 1737 and was

chaplain to the Second Connecticut Regiment and went with it to Canada during the French

and Indian war. Four of his sons saw service in the war of the Revolution. The grand-

father of I\cv. JIark Leavenworth was Thomas Leavenwortli. wlio came to America soon

after the restoration of King Charles II, settling first at New Haven, and his name appears

as of record at Woodbury, Connecticut, in 1664. His son, Dr. Thomas Leavenworth, in

direct line of this ancestry, and father of Rev. Mark, was one of the founders of the first

church at Rii)on, now Huntington. Connecticut, and was a man of position, influence, energy

and wealth. To Mr. and iMrs. Nathaniel S. Wordin the following children were born:

Frederick Augustus, who died in infancy; Helen Caroline; Nathaniel Eugene, of whom a

sketch appears elsewhere in this work; Fanny Leavenworth; and Thomas Cooke. The

Misses Helen Caroline and Fanny Leavenworth Wordin are residents of Bridgeport, occupying

the stately Wordin homestead at 510 State street and which was erected by their father.

Nathaniel Sherwood Wordin re])resented a splendid example of that fine type of maidiood

developed in New England during the past generation. At once an idealist and practical

man of affairs, he possessed that other not more common nor less worthy union of the
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strictest of moral standards wlicrc lie was liiiiiself eoneenied and a gentle toleranee for all

others. He was also a man of line tastes and great talents in many directions. His musical
ability has already been referred to in the statement that lie was leader of his church choir

for many years and indeed he disiilayed ^reat ability in this direction. He was the prime
mover in the organization of the I!ri<lgeporl Musical Society and served as its secretary

for some years. He was himself iiossessed of a fine tenor voice and [lerformed very well

on the flute and bass viol. Atiother of his talents was in the direction of the jdctorial arts.

in which he was equally skillful in tlie use of pen. crayon and brush. This ability he often

turned to account as a pastime and in that manner turned out some excellent work. His oil

canvases charmingly decorate the home and for one of these he received a prize at an
exhibition held at the state fair. While he tlnis was an example of substantial business

methods and good citizenshi]!. he was also a factor in the spread of art and culture and of

his ideals in all departments of life. His deatli was a very real loss to the community in

which he shall long be remembered as a benefactor.

Thomas Cooke Wordin. youngest member of tlie family of Nathaniel Sherwood and
Fanny Augusta (Leavenworth

I
Wordin. was born October 15, 1853, in Bridgeport, and

received his early education in the public schools, later attending the Williston Seminary at

Easthampton. llassachusetts. where he prepared himself for college. In 1870 he matriculated

at Yale University and graduated therefrom with distinction as one of the famous class of

1S74, which numbered among its ranks William Howard Taft, ex-president of the United
States; John Addison Porter, ex-secretary of war; Webb Wilcox, Clarence Kelsey and other

prominent men. After graduation he read law with Daniel Davenport, corporation counsel

of Bridgeport, but never practiced. On completing his studies he resided two years in

St. .Joseph, Jlissouri, and about the same time in riKiiana]KiIis, Indiana. Returning east

in 1884, he became secretary of the Fairfield Rubber Company and so served for the following

seven years. From 1892 to 1897 he was engaged in the banking and brokerage business

in New York and Bridgeport and then was appointed assistant appraiser of merchandise
for the district of New York. Mr. Wordin's mind was a peculiarly sensitive one to every

stimulus of an aesthetic nature and, indeed, to the power of broad ideas in all departments
of thought. His interest in life was wide enough to include well nigh everything of worth
and he became at once a powerful factor in the development of culture In his native

city. In politics lie was keenly interested, giving much thought to the issues of the day
and even taking an active part in them, though always from the position of the private

citizen who desired no political reward. He received a reward, however, if that can be

called a reward which involves the recipient in much difficult labor in behalf of the com-
munity, when he was appointed by President McKinley assistant appraiser of merchandise
in New Y'ork Custom House, his department being jewelry and the fine arts. In this

capacity it was possible for him to turn liis unusual knowledge in matters aesthetic to

the use of his fellow citizens in a most practical way. Among the scholarly attainments

of Mr. Wordin was that of a very charming literary style and he was the author of a
number of excellent articles on miscellaneous subjects that would have done credit to any
pen. He was a contributor at irregular periods to the "Standard" of Bridgeport on various

topics of general interest and thus became very well known both to the public and the

newspaper profession and was admired on account of the purity and Huency of his stvle.

He was a man of strong religious feeling and was affiliated for many years with the First

Congregational cliurch of Bridgeport, which was the first church of Bridgeport—that is the

first church built tliere of any denomination. Upon the death of his father, who had kept

the records of the church for fifty years, the son was appointed to tlie same office. lioIiiint»

it himself for ten years or until tlie time of of his death.

Mr. Wordin married, at Indianapolis, October 28. 1884, Mrs. Frances E. .Johnston

daughter of the Rev. Frederick Patterson Cummings. pastor of St. .John's Presbyterian church

of Crawfordsville, Indiana. With the cooperation of his wife, Mr. Wordin founded in 1894
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the Conteiiiixiraiy lliili dl Hiiiljifport. a literary and social oluli, which attaim-d a member-

ship of over <iiie hundred members and exerted an inlluence beneficent to the community.

He was i)resident ol the club for three years and secured for it addresses of many men of

eminence. Jlrs. Wordin survived her husband two years, her death occurring in 1907.

Thomas Cooke Wordin w^as distinctly the typical scholar. That quiet life of research and

thought made an especial appeal to his sensitive nature and was well fitted as a field for his

fruitful talents. This does not imply, however, an undue shrinking from the society of his

fellows and still less from the active duties in which circumstances involved him. He was

quite capable of enjoying tlie lieat and bustle of the daily competition of life and, indeed,

felt the zest of it rather muri' keenly than mo.st men. But it was in the other province

that his abilities shone witli tlieir brightest and most normal lustre and where he was,

so to speak, at honu'. It is jjrrhaps more difficult to measure the intiuence upon the world

about of sucli a character tlian of any other that we meet. Mr. Wordin passed away on

April G. 190.5. and by his death Bridgeport lost one of its leading citizens. The "Standard"'

of Bridgejiurt at I lie time of his death contained a long obituary article and an editorial

comment, in tlie latter it remarked in part as follows: "The sudden death of Mr. Thomas

Cooke Wordin. of tliis city, removes a man of refinement and culture from the midst of many

appreciative friends who will sincerely mourn his loss. He took a great interest in whatever

was uplifting and worthy and was active in behalf of that which made for high civic and

social ideals and tlie true life. (,luiet and unobtrusive, his intiuence was still operative and

strong and alwavs for the right."

FRIEND WILLIAM SMITH,

When ileatli calleil Friend William Smith on the lid of .March, 1917, when he w^as in the

eighty-eighth year of his age, Bridgeport lost a citizen whose work had been of great worth

not only to the city but to the world at large through the many inventions which he brought

forth and which are now in use tliiougliout every civilized country. He remained almost to the

last an active fact(U- in the business world, giving personal attention to his e.\tensive and im-

portant interests as president of The Smith & Egge Manufacturing Company. Mr. Smith was

a native of New York, his birth having occurred in Kortright, Delaware county, on the 11th

of May, 1839. His ancestors came from Holland and England and many of them were actively

connected with tiie work of the ministry. His parents were Friend William and Mary (Myers)

Smith, the former a son of Eben Smith and a nephew of James Matthew Su\ith, who were

circuit riders of the Methodist church in an early day and in that way traveled throughout

Connecticut and Massachusetts. Friend William Smith, tlie father, devoted fifty years of his

life to the active work of the ministry.

Being stationed a part of the time in New York city. Rev, Friend William Smith removed

his family to the metropolis, so that his .son, Friend William Smith, pursued his early education

in the public schools there, afterward attending Amenia Seminary, in Dutchess county, New-

York. His initial ste]) in the business world was made as clerk in a hosiery store of New Y'ork

city at a salary of ten dollars i)er montli. There he renmined for thirteen years and in 1859

came to Bridgeport, where he opened a dry goods store, but the undertaking met with failure

on account of the dishonesty of an employe and Mr. Smith was forced to resume clerking. He

never allowed discouragement to overtake him, however, and with determined purpose set about

to retrieve his lost fortune.

Mr. Smith was at the sanu' time deei)ly interested in public affairs, and, being an ardent

republican, became a prominent member of the Wide-Aw^akes, marching companies formed dur-

ing tlie Fremont and Lincoln campaigns, and in this connection he did everything in his power

to promote republican success. When election gave over the administration of the country to
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the republicans Mr. tSmitli was appuiiitiMi postmaster ul' liridycport iiiidrr Prcsidont l.iiiculii

and held the otlice until ISO'J. He continuod an active factor in sliapinfi political tiiought and
action and was made a member of the state central committee and chairman of the executive

committee of Bridgeport. On leaving the postolhce he organized the Forrester Manufacturing

Company of Bridgeport and in 187U was ciiosen superintendent for the Ellsworth Mill & Mining

Company of Nevada, in which connection he became familiar with the processes of mining and
milling gold, but in 1ST3 he resigned his jiosition with the Nevada company and returned to

Bridgeport.

It was at that time that the United States postolliee department was advertising for a new-

lock for letter boxes, and giving study and thought to the subject, Mr. Smith and Frederick

Egge invented a lock, for which Mr. .Smith invented a key. They became the successful bidders

for the contract of manufacturing a letter box for the government and the result was the

organization of The Smith & Egge Manufacturing Company, which has since remained an

important factor in business circles of Bridgeport. In 1ST8 the com|)any secure<l another con-

tract from the government for the manufacture of nuiil box locks and for twenty years made
all the locks used in the postal service. It was about this time that Mr. Smith originated the

system of carrier and postoffice chains for securing the lock and keys and obtained orders for

the manufacture for the entire country. He also obtained the contracts for all the cord

fasteners and label cases used in the postal service. He brought forth another most important

invention, the window chain, used instead of cord for hanging weights to windows. His

experiments led to liis idea taking tangible form and the (iiant metal sash chain was introduced

by his company and is now a standard article all over the country. This factory was the hrst

to introduce the nine hour day and later the eight hour day in Bridgeport. In 1891 Mr. .Smith

went abroad to determine the jiossibilities of his business in England and organized the

Automatic Chain Company of Birmingham, a company that now supplies Mexico, Hayti, Chile

and .San Domingo, while tlie trade of the Bridgeport factory covers the entire United States.

The company also has extensive dealings with the treasury and navy departments of the gov-

ernment in furnishing various equipment and the business has long since been one of substantial

proportions and profits. Mr. Smith also organized the Bridgeport Deoxidized Bronze & Metal

Company, of which he was for a long time the jiresident. He was an organizer of and was

largely interested in the Lake Torpedo Boat Company, thus being largely instrumental in

having that concern located in Bridgeport, and was a ilirector in tlie City National Bank and a

trustee of the Farmers & Mechanics Bank, of which he was one of the incorporators. In all

his different business connections he so directed his efforts that very gratifying results

accrued.

In IS.5:! Mr. Smith was united in nuirriage to iliss Angelina Amelia Weed and they be-

came tlie parents of three suns and a dau<.;liter: Friend William. .Jr., a well known patent

attorney; Oliver C. who is secretary and treasurer of The Smith & Kgge Company; Charles

E., who is superintendent of the jilant; ;ind Jlrs. Horace H. .Jackson. There are also five

grandchildren and two great-granilchildren. Both parents have now pa.ssed away, the niutlier

having died in .January, lilll. wliile ilr. Smith survived until March 3, 1917.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith lield membersliii) in Christ Episcopal church, of which he was a

vestryman. He belonged also to St. John's Lodge, No. 3, of Bridgeport, to Hamilton Com-

mandery, K. T., and to Lafayette Consistory, A. & A. S. R. He likewise held membership in

the Seaside Club, of which he was a jiast governor, in the Algonquin Club, the Brooklawn

Club, the Seaside Outing Club, the National Manufacturers' Association and the Bridgeport

Historical and Scientific Society—associations which indicated the nature and breadth of his

interests and the line of his activities outside the field of business. He was ever a man of

studious habits, took a keen delight in books and the attainment of knowledge and delved

constantly into historical, poetical and scientific works. Those things which are ever a matter

of deep concern were of deep interest to him and at no time was he neglectful of the duties

and oblio-ations of citizenship. His life span covered a wonderful period in the world's
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liistory. Horn during' tlie |iicsi<leiuy of Andrew .lackson, lie livud to witness a remarkable

revolution in bnsiness airair>. in [iiiblio life, modern methods taking the place of old-time

customs and each year niarkinjr a forward stej) in America's history and development. His

life work was a contributinjr factor to this result and he well deserved the place which was

accorded him as one of the most honored and valued of the venerable citizens of Bridgeport.

I. 1)E \ ER WARNER, M. D.

Xo adequate analysis of the life work of Dr. I. l)e Ver Warner can be ^'iven until the

oreat enterprise which he founded reaches its full fruition as a factor in the business

development of Bridgeport and indeed of the country. Yet there is much that may with

profit be set down as a record of business enterprise and a stimulus to the ett'orts of others.

His early advantages were no greater than those enjoyed by others, but opportunity was

ever to him a call to action and, moreover, his life record is proof of the statement that

power grows through the exercise of effort. He was continually called ujjon to cope with

more and more complex business problems and his ability was at all times found adeipiate,

for from each day"s activities and experiences he learned the lessons therein contained and

therefore brought added knowledge to the work of the succeeding day.

While Dr. Warner was for many years a resident of Bridgeport he was a native son

of neither the city nor the state. His birth occurred at Lincklaen. Chenango county. New

York. March 26, 1840. He obtained a public school education in that locality and his

interest in scientific knowledge led to his preparation for the practice of medicine. His

preliminary reading was pursued under the direction of Dr. C. M. Kingman, of McGrawville,

New Y'ork, after which he entered the Geneva Medical College and was graduated with

the class of 1861. He then located for practice in Nineveh, Broome county, New York, but

after two years returned to McGrawville and succeeded to the practice of his former

preceptor upon Dr. Kingman's retirement. His study of disease led him to the conviction

that many of the ills of the human race are due in great measure to modes of living

and dress. He attempted to revolutionize customs and dissipate ignorance on the subject

by delivering a series of popular lectures on the organization of the physiciue. He won wide

fame and he became prominently known as an advocate of reform in the manufacture of

women's corsets, claiming that the style of corset then in use was greatly undermining

the welfare of the human race. He therefore began the manufacture of a garment that

would correct former abuses and this garment became wnown as the Warner health corset.

His brother, Lucien C. Warner, became associated with him in the manufacture of the corset

in a little room at McGrawville, New York. The business steadily grew and in 1876, believing

that a removal would prove advantageous, leading to a larger growth of their enterprise,

the business was transferred to Bridgeport, where it has grown by leaps and bounds.

On their arrival here a four story building was erected and while they had but six employes

when they came to Bridgeport, at the time of !>. Warner's death there were more than

three thousan<l. with a factory covering more than four city blocks. The history of the

business is given at length on another page of this work. Not only did Dr. Warner and his

brother prove adequate to the demands of a growing and complex business, but they main-

tained also a spirit of broad humanitarianisra in relation to the employes Dr. De Ver

Warner ever manifested kindness and a fraternal feeling toward those in his service and to

this end he founded the Seaside Institute for their special benefit and recreation in 1887.

Many social alfairs, too, were institiited for lunch hours and other periods and it was the

feeling of the company that the noon time should be made an hour of rest and enjoyment.

Not only did Dr. De Ver Warner remain an active factor in the control and management

of the great corset industry developed under the name of the Warner Brothers Company but
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was also a iiominont t'aitur in tin- liiiamial aiul |iul)lic iiiti-ic^ts of tlic lily and state.

He became the president of tlie Briiifjeijort llydiaiilie .Loiiijiaiiy and llie liiiilj,'e]ioit (_!as

Company and was a director of the I'eiiuonnock National Hank, all of which prospered

through the aid of his executive ability. He was also a director of the New York, New
Haven & Hartford Kailroail Company up to the time of his demise.

Dr. Warner was twice nuuried. In lHti2 he wedded Lucetta .\i. Creeiniian. of .\U(;raw-

ville, New York, and they becanu; the parents of three children, of whom two survive, De Yer

H. and Mrs. H. \Y. Bishop. The former took up the extensive business interests of the

father and is one of the most prominent reiiresentatives of commercial, industrial and

financial activity in Bridgeport and New^ England and has also been an important factor in

studying and solving civic problems, giving niucli thouglit and consideration to all those

involved and com()lex questions which have to do with the welfare of the individual

and of the community. He is arrayed on tlu' side of better housing conditions, better

transportation, improved hospital facilities and larger jiark areas and he is studying these

questions from the standpoint of a i)ractical business man. He believes that houses thoroughly

up-to-date in every particular should be built so tliat they may be rented for as low as

fifteen dollars per month and thus provide adequate homes for workmen. He believes that

the city government must solve the transportation problem and open up more arteries of

traffic. He believes, too. that medical treatment for the poor as well as the rich should

be ensured and that hospitals should be made cooperative and as a precaution against

disease he believes that small parks should be opened in the congested districts and that

Steeplechase island should be purchased and operated munici])ally for the people. In these

connections he is carrying out in accordance witli modern methods and demands ideas which

his father attempted to embody^ in the early development of industrial Bridgeport. Dr. Do

Ver \Varner, following the death of his first wife, married Kva Fcdlett. and to them was

born a son, Ira Follett.

Dr. \Yarner's philanthropy was large but unostentatious. He was active in the erection

of the fine Y'oung Men's Christian Association building at Bridgeport and was chairman

of the building committee for both the Bridgeport branch and the state association. It is

said that he was interested in every line of human endeavor and every project having to

do with the public welfare of Bridgeport, and few men have realized or met so fully the

obligations and responsibilities of wealth.

LYMAN .S. CATLIX.

Lyman S. Catlin, treasurer of the Mechanics & Farmers Savings Bank of Bridgeport and a

public-spirited citizen, who in every relation of life has manifested loyalty to his country,

whether on the battlefields of the south in the Civil war or in the legislative halls of the

state, is a native son of Connecticut. He was born in Harwinton, Litchfield county, January

21, 1840, and is a descendant of an old colonial family that sent its representatives to the Amer-

ican army in the Revolutionary war. His parents were Shehlon Catlin and Cornelia (Baldwin)

Catlin, the former a stone worker and farmer.

Lyman S. Catlin was a pufiil in the little red schoolhouse of Harwinton and began earning

his living by working on a farm wlien but ten years of age. being thrown upon his own

resources owing to his father's death. He worked in the fields during the summer months and

in the winter seasons engaged in clerking in a country store, at the same time improving his

mind by reading and study at every opi)ortunity. At an early age he took up school-teaching

with the idea of educating himself, it being necessary to earn the funds that would enable him

to pursue a more advanced course of study. The outbreak of the Civil war, however, changed

his plans and in 1862 he enlisted in Company A of the Nineteenth Regiment of Connecticut



26 BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY

\'uluMtfi-r liitaiitiy as a ])rivatc. Aftei- two jeais with that regiment he was commissioned first

lieutenant in tlie Thirteenth Regiment of United States Colored Artillery and while participat-

ing in an engagement on the Cumberland river in southwestern Kentucky he was captured by

General Forrest's cavalry. He was then imprisoned and sentenced to be liung, together with

officers of other colored troops, but tiiey escaped on a gunboat and in 1865 Lieutenant Catlin

with his command was mustered out. He was commissioned a first lieutenant in the Fifth

Regiment of United States Cavalry (Colored) and served in Arkansas until 1866, when he

was again honorably discharged and returned to Connecticut. He located in Bridgeport and

soon afterward organized the Mechanics & Farmers Savings Bank, the growth and develop-

ment ol which has been largely due to his ability, close application, foresight and sound

judgment.

I III the 2.>lli iif Sei)ti-nibcr. 1871, Jlr. Catlin was married to Miss Helen J. Lewis, of .Strat-

ford, Connecticut, and they became the parents of the following children: Sheldon; Lucy J.,

the wife of li^gbert Marsh; George L. ; and Cornelia, the wife of Lieutenant .Julius A. F'urer

of the L'nitcd States Navy. The wife and mother passed away in October, 1906.

ilr. Catlin is a member of Elias Howe, Jr., Post, Ko. 3, G. A. R., of the New York Com-

mandery of tlie Military Order of the Loyal Legion and also of the Ex-Prisoners of War
Association. His political allegiance was for many years given to the republican party,

although at the present time he follows an independent course. From 1881 until 1883 he

represented the town of Stratford in the general assembly and served on the joint committee

on school funds in 1881 and as house chairman on banks in 1883. In 1888 he was elected

senator from the thirteenth district and in 1889 was chairman of the joint committee on banks.

He gave most caieful and earnest thought to all the vital ipiestions which came up for con-

sideration aial in their settlement threw the weight of his inlluence on the side of development,

looking to the fntmc as well as to the present nee<ls of the state. In fact in all matters of

citizenship lie lias followeil a farsighted policy, which has also been manifest in his business

career.

JACOB KIEFER.

Jacob Kiefer. who has almost reached the eighty-eighth milestone on life's journey, still

remains as one of the honored citizens of Bridgeport, where so many years of his life have

been passed. He came to the city in 1846, and his name figures prominently in connection

with its business afi'airs, its military interests and various events of public importance.

Moreover, he is a self-made man and from the age of eleven years has been dependent upon

his own resources. He was born in a small town near Strassburg, (iernumy. September 6,

1829. His father, Jacob Kiefer. was a native of Bruchmuhlbach, (Jermany, and learned the

cabinetmaking trade, while later he became the master builder of his town. He was married

in the fatherland and there his wife passed away in 1830, leaving two children, but Jacob

is now the only siu'vivor of the family. In 1832 the father took passage on a sailing vessel

for America, accompanied by liis son .lacob, and after two months spent upon the water they

reached Maryland. For a time they remained with Mr. Kiefer's brother at Frederick, that

state, and it was there that the father married again, his second union being with FHizabeth

Stein. In 1834 he removed with his family to New York city, vlicre he conducted a

prospcMoiis cabinetmaking business until 1849, when he fell a victim to the cholera epidemic

wliich in that year swept over tlie country.

• larob Kiefer of this review was a little lad of but five j'ears at the time the family

home was establishiMl in New York city, where he pnrsiu'd his education in the public schools

until he leached the age of eleven. It seemed necessary that he should provide for his

own support and he began earning a living in the employ of Benjamin Mooney & Company,
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wholosale hardware nu'rcliaiits at No. ,S2 JMiio strrct, in Xrw \,nk city, witli wIkhh Uv.

reiiiaiiR'd for four years, lie i)ossosso(l natural nieclianu-al skill and ingenuity, wliieli he
exeivised in the nuinnfaetiire of guitars in his lather's shop, under the direction of Sigiior

Bmi. the leading maker of guitars in this country at that time. The superiority of worknum-
ship and the tone of his instrunu^uts attracted the attention of the nuisical jinhlic anil at the

American Institute Fair ludd in fastle Carden in lS5(i he received the first [.rerninin over
some of the best known musical instrument manufacturers of tlic> Inited .States.

It was in ],S4(J that .Mr. Kiefer cauu' to Bridgeport at the rciiu'st of Fenelon lluhliell.

for whom he worked as a journeyman cabinetmaker. While thus engaged he thought out
plans for the manufacture of furniture by nuu-hiiiery and in l.SoO began bnsim>ss on his

own account in a small building and with steam power nninufactured furniture for hi.s

former employers. He hail to make his own machinery, for u]) to that time none had been
built for furniture manufactuiing. Tlic possibilities of the business opened up before him
and in 1853 he w^as instrumental in organizing what became The Furniture Manufacturing
Comjiany, of which he remained general manager for several years. The enterprise proved
a growing one from the beginning and the patronage of the house steadily increased, so tliat

as prosperity attended his cti'orts he was able to ])urchase the interest of the others in the

business and developed the largest furniture numnfactory of the eastern states, employing
four hundred men and thus conducting one of (he largest iiroductive industries of New
England. He was president and treasurer of the company for a period of twenty-eight
years, or until 1894, when tlie plant was sold to tlu' Xcw York. New Haven & Hartford
Railway Company for the site of its present station. The products of his factory established

a standard of excellence and were shijiped to all parts of the country. .Since retiring from
that field Mr. Kiefer has practically had no business connections, yet lias done some very

fine cabinetwork for the Western Electric Company and others.

Mr. Kiefer has ever regarded business as but one phase of existence. He has ever been
a public-spirited American citizen, cooperating heartily in well devised plans and measures
for furthering public interests along many lines. In 1847 he became a member of the old

Volunteer Fire Department of Bridgeport and so continued for about fifteen years, or until a

paid fire department was established. Whenever it has been possible to further the general

welfare lie has been found as an active co-worker. He was one of the first subscribers to

the fund for laying out Seaside Park and was one of the first park commissioners. For
several years he served as a member of the common council of Bridgeport and in April, 1886,

was elected president of the board of aldermen, exercising his ofiicial prerogatives in support

of many progressive public measures. His military record is one of which he has every reason

to be proud. In 1847 he joined the Eagle Guards, a well equi[iped militia company, and for

eighteen years he remained in the state military service with artillery and infantry

companies. He was elected corporal and afterward first lieutenant of his company, which

later became the Washington Light Guards, at which time he was elected captain, holding

his commission under Governor Thomas M. Seymour and thus continuing until William E.

Buckingham was elected. In 186.'! he was instrumental in organizing a battery of artillery

at Bridgeport, which was called the Connecticut Flying Artillery and was a battery of six

pieces. There were two companies, known as Company A and Company B, and of the

former John T. Sterling was chosen captain. Mr. Kiefer became orderly sergeant and after

acting in that capacity for a year was elected captain of Battery A, the members of which

were all merchants and prominent men of Bridgeport. During the draft riots of 18(53 the

com|iauy was constantly under arms and Captain Kiefer as its commander was continually

in danger. He held a commission under Governor Seymour and also luider Governor Bucking-

ham. Under the governor's order the command was called upon for active service and for

three weeks he slept in the armory, ready at any moment for active duty.

Mr. Kiefer has been married twice. In 18.'i0 he wedded Effie Jane Decker, a daughter

of Gabriel Decker, of Xewark. New .Tersey. and they became the parents of two daughters

Vol. tl—
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and a son: Eninui Louise, who niiiirie.l W. Henry Wilson, of Biidgeijort, and died in lUlO;

Hattie J., the wife of William E. Buinham; and Frank W., now deceased. For his second

wife Mr. Kiefer chose Mrs. Mary J. Cooper, whom he wedded on the 21st of November, 1S9T.

Bridgeport had a population of but five thousand inhabitants when Mr. Kiefer took up

his abode here and he has since been an interested witness of public progress and has borne

his full share in the work of general development. He has always given his political

allegiance to the republican party. He is a charter member of the Seaside Club and in 1863

he was made a Mason, since which time he has advanced through the degrees of chapter,

council and commandery and has become a member of Pyramid Temple, A. A. 0. N. M. S.

His entire life has been cast in harmony with tlie teachings of the organization, being based

upon beneficent principles. Bridgeport owes mucli to liim. He was the first man to bring

to the city people in any considerable numbers. He brought forty men and their families

from New York to assist him in the conduct of his business and thus gave a decided impetus

to the growth and development of Bridgeport. From that time to the present his labors have

been an effective force in advancing Bridgeport's interests, his life record constituting an

important chapter in its annals.

DANIEL DAVENPORT.

Daniel Davenport was born at Wilton, Connecticut, January 13, 1852, the son of George

A. and Mary (Sturgesl Davenport. He is a direct descendant of the Rev. John Davenport,

founder of New Haven colony, of the Rev. Abraham Pierson, the founder of Newark New

Jersey, and of Major Natlian Gold, of Fairfield, Connecticut, one of the petitioners for the

Connecticut Charter, 1662. His grandfather. Nathan Davenport, born in New Canaan,

Connecticut, August 8, 1T6S, was educated in tlie public schools there, married Mary

Smith, sister of the Rev. Daniel Smith, of Stamford, Connecticut, and became the proprietor

of a fulling mill at Wilton, Connecticut, where he resided until his death in 1816. Their

son, George A. Davenport, was born at Wilton, Connecticut, January 31, 1808, was edu-

cated at Wilton Academy and Staples Academy in Easton and received his legal education

at Yale Law School. He was for a time state's attorney for Fairfield county and practiced

law at Norwalk, Connecticut, as partner of Chief Justice Butler until the latter's elevation

to the bench. For more than thirty years and until he was constitutionally disqualified for

the office at the age of seventy he was the judge of probate for the district of Norwalk.

Although what was known as a war democrat, he was usually nominated for that office by

both parties, and notwithstanding his activity in politics was never defeated. His studious

habits remained with him until his death. When past eighty years of age, he began and

successfully prosecuted the .study of Hebrew. He married Mary, daughter of Erastus Sturges,

of Wilton. Connecticut, the member from Wilt<in of the constitutional convention of the state

of 1818, member for very many sessions of the state legislature from that town, selectman

and trial justice of the town and a very prominent and active sui)porter of the democratic

party of whicli he was a lifelong member.

To Mr. and Mrs. George A. Davenport were born six children, five of whom are still

living: Mrs. Mary A. White, born in 1844: Julia Abigail, who was born in 1847 and died

in 1890; Benjamin, born Jainiary 20, 1850, and now a practicing lawyer in Minneapolis,

Minnesota; Daniel, the subject of this sketch: Timothy, born February 8, 1854, now a mem-

ber of the bar of New York city; and Sarah L.. wl'o was born October 31, 1856, and now

resides at Wilton, Connecticut.

Daniel Davenport was educated at Wilton Academy and at Yale College, where he was

graduated in the class of 1873. He read law with Judge Asa B. Woodward and Judge John H.

Perry, of Norwalk, Connecticut, and was admitted to the bar of Fairfield county on September
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24, 1875, at Bri(ige])ort, Coiiiu'ctieut, wlim. hr lias ever since ri'sidcil and practiced law. H.iore
he was admitted to the bar, he was elected a member of the jieiieral assembly from the town
of Wilton. The following year he was appointed prosecuting attorney for the city of Bridge-
port, which office he held for one year. In 18y3 he was chosen city attorney for Bridgeport,
which ofhee he held for two years. He was the delegate from the town of Bridgeport to the
state constitutional convention of 1<,H)2. Though reared a democrat and always voting that
ticket until ISOfi, he has been an independent in polities ever since.

Mv. Davenport has practiced extensively liefore the state and federal courts of Conn.-cticut

and other states, in the supreme court of the District of Columbia and the United .States

supreme court at Washington. In l!l():{. he instituted in the federal courts the suit of Loewe
.^ Company vs. Lawlov. et als.. known as the Danbury Hatters' case, which established the
individual responsibility under the Sherman anti-trust act of the members of labor unions
for the inter-state boycotting acts of their olficers, and conduct.'d the case to its close in 11)17.

He also instituted in the supreme court of the District of Cohimhia the suit of The lUick

Stove & Range Company vs. The American Federation of Labor to restrain the activities of

that organization in conducting a nation-wide boycott against the plaintiff, and also the
subsequent contempt proceedings against Samuel Gompers, .John Mitchell and Frank Morrison
for disobeying the injunction issued in that case, and conducted all that litigation to its close.

He was also counsel for the plaintiffs in the United States supreme court in the suit of the
Paine Lumber Company, et als. vs. The Brotherhood of Carpenters of America, which deter-

mined the liability of labor unions under the Clayton aiiti-trust act for inter-state boycotting.

He has been for twelve years the general counsel of the American Anti-Boycott Association, in

charge of the legal work of that organization, and has represented them before the Con-
gressional committees at Washington in ojiposition to anti-injunction legislation. He is a

member of the American Bar Association and of the Connecticut State Bar Association.

Mr. Davenport married Jlrs. JIary Elizabeth (Lockwoodi .Jones, of New York, daughter
of William and Sophia (Halsey) Lockwood, of Xew York city. They have one daughter, Mrs.

Beatrice D. Emmons, of Schenectady, New York, who has one son, Nathaniel Davenport
Emmons, born February 2, 1916.

Mr. Davenport belongs to the Brooklawn Country Club and the University Club, of

Bridgeport.

ALBERT H. CANFIELD.

Albert H. Cantield, who upon liis father's ileath in August. 1910, took over the active

administration of the business of the H. O. Cantield Company, as its president, had previous

to that date been closely associated with the business, so that thorough training and broad

experience had qualified him in liberal measure for the arduous and resjionsible duties which

he assumed. He was then a young man of about thirty-five years, his birth having occurred

in Pekin, Hlinois, September 19, 1875, his parents being Henry 0. and Imogene C. (Fresiiouri

Cantield. His early life record was characterized by no unusual experiences, being devoted

largely to the acquirement of a thorough education, obtained in the jiublic schools, supple-

mented by two years' study in Cornell L'niversity. His business training was obtained under

the direction of his father, for following his college course he became connected with the

rubber business of tlie H. 0. Canfield Company, and as he acquainted himself with the trade

and familiarized himself with the various details of the undertaking he was given official

management and became vice president of the company, so continuing until his father's

death in August. 1910. when he succeeded to the presidency. In this connection he controls

large business interests and is well known as a prominent representative of manufacturing

in Bridgeport.
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Oil till" Tth of Kcbniary, 1S99, Jlr. Caiifield was united in marriage to Miss Ann F.

Stiwart. Till y lost their only son, Jared, and have one daughter, Jean. Fraternally Mr. Can-

fieht is a .Mason of high rank, having attained the thirty-second degree of the .Scottish Rite.

He is well known and prominent in club circles, having membershii) in the University, Brook-

lawn Country and Vaclit Clubs.

HOX. ARC-HIBALU McXElL.

Hon. Archibald .McNeil, a member of the state senate of Connecticut in 1902 and 1906,

from early youth has been deeply and actively interested in the political questions of the

day, while over public thought and action he has exerted marked influence. At the same time

he has occupied a prominent position among the business men of Bridgeport, where he is

extensively engaged in the coal trade. He was born in Bridgeport, July 2, 1843, and comes

of a long line of distinguished ancestry, including some of the founders of Yale College. His

father, Abraham Archibald McNeil, was born at Derby, Connecticut, July 21, 1802, and in

early life was supercargo on vessels which Avere engaged in the West Indies trade and wliicli

sailed out of New Haven. In 1825 he established his home at Bridgeport and became, a

prominent citizen here. For some time he was associated with Samuel Hedges in the shoe

manufacturing business but was even better known as a seafaring man and lighthouse keeper,

having established the system of lighthouses in Bridgeport harbor, and being for many
years prior to his demise keeper of the lighthouse at the entrance of the harbor. He wedded

Jfary Ann Hiiisc, a daiighter of Captain William Hulse, who in 1813 was lost at sea with

all the crew of tlie brig William, which sailed out of Bridgeport. The death of Abraham

A. McNeil occurred May 11, 1873, while his wife survived for almost two decades, passing

away in July, 1892. They were the parents of twelve children.

Archibald McNeil, the tenth in order of birth, acquired his early ediu-ation in Sellick's

School of Bridgeport and afterward became a student in the celebrated Thomas School of

New Haven and in the Hopkins grammar school of that city, from which he was graduated

in 1800. When his textbooks were ]iut aside he entered the ship chandlery store of his

brother, Charles H. McNeil, who was conducting business opposite the old depot and steam-

boat landing at Bridgeport. From 1803 until 1876 the brothers were in partnership in the

conduct of a wholesale fruit and produce business in this city, but in the latter year

removed to New York and established a wholesale butter and cheese store at No. 84 Broad

street under the ^tyle of Archibald McNeil & Company. Three years later he turned his

attention to the ex]iort and import business with Cuba, dealing in bituminous coal and

produce. In 1888 tlie New York house was discontinued and Mr. McNeil returned to Bridge-

port, where he has since eonducted a mammoth business as a coal dealer under the firm style

of Archibald McNeil & .Sons Company, Inc., his three sons, Archibald, Kenneth W. and

Roderick C, being connected with liiin. He represents six large eoal-producing companies

and supplies railroads, factories and other industrial interests, his business being now one

of the foremost in this line in Bridgeport.

On the 2d of October, 1881. in New York city, ilr. McNeil was united in marriage to

Miss .Jean McKenzie. Chin Ronald. Their family numbers the three sons now associated with

their fatlier in lmsiiics>. Tlic eldot. -Archibald, was born in New York city, .June 1, 1883,

and is now president of the Post Publishing Compau}'. He was graduated in 1901 from the

Park Avenue Institute with honors and in 1910 was elected to the senate from the twenty-

second district. He is owner or part owner of the Post and the Telegram, two of Bridge-

port's leading papers. He has membership with the Klks and in March, 1910, was made

exalted ruler of Bridgeport Tjodge, No. 36. He also has membership with the Red Men, is

the pri'siilcnt of Calumet Club ami belimgs to tlie Brooklawn and Seaside Clubs. Kenneth
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Wvlio. till' sei-oml son, lioni in Hriilt;i'|iort. September 14, ISt*.'). is inesiilent of tlie Areliihald

-MeNeil & Sons Conipaiiy. He was iiianied in New York eity in I'.KIT to Queenie Beatriee

Hall, a ilauyliter of William 11. Hall, ..f \cw ^dik, and tiny have .me ihilil, Kenneth Hall,

born in May, I'JO.S. Kodcriek Clan liunald, burn .March 20, IS.S.S, is ^.-neral nianayer ol tin'

Archibald McNeil &, Sons t'oni]iany.

Mr. McNeil has been deeply interested in public all'airs from early maidiood and has

done everything in his power to advance the <;rowtli and ensnre the success of the demueratic

party. In 1872-3 he was a iiicniber of the common council from the second ward of Hriilf;e-

port. When William .lennings Bryan was lirst the presidential candidate of his [larty, in

1.S96, Mr. McNeil was nominated for the state legislature and such was his personal popularity

and the confidence reposed in him that, altliough defeated, lie ran four hundred votes aheail

of his ticket. In 1897 he declined the nomination for nuiyor, but in 11102 was nuniinate<l

for the state senate, to which he was elected by a larj;c majority. In lUOti he was
a^iain the democratic nominee and defeated the repuldican candidate in a district which is

]irobably the wealthiest, most conservative and most cimsistently republican in the state.

W'hili" serving in the upper house he was made president pro tern of the senate and became
the democratic leader of that body. He gave faithful and earnest consid<'ration to the

important tjuestions which came up for settlement, his inlluence being always on the side of

progress and improvement. Of his record it is said: "It is worthy of note that there have

been times when Senator McNeil, abandoning the |iosition assumed by some of his best

friends, has fought almost alone for scnnc measure' which he believed to be right or against

some measure he thought wrong, and his whole legislative record has been a steady and

determined refusal to advocate or countenance any measure which in his opinion would not

be entirely for the best interests of the state or its institutions." Mr. McNeil was one of the

j.romoters of the Algompiin Club and served as its president in 19111-11. He was a charter

niendier of the (!)ld Eclectic Club, of whiili he became president, and he belongs to the

Seaside Club, to the Bridgeport Club and to the Bridgeport Yacht Club, of which he has been

commodore. He is also a member of Cencral Silliman Branch of the Sons of the American
Kevolution, The character of his life work has been determined by high purpose and laudable

ambition and what he has accomplished represents the fit utilization of his innate talents and
jiowers and his ready recognition of his ojiportunities.

.)CD(iE _\l(>l;i:iS BKACH BKAKDSLEY',

•hulge Morris Beach Beardsley. senior nu'inber of the law Krm of Beardsley & Beanlslev

and who has been with the Bridgeport bar since 1872, was bi>rn in Trumbull, Fairfield county,

Connecticut, August 13, 1849, a son oi Samuel G. and Maiy (Beach) Beardsley and a de-

scendant of one of the oldest families of Fairfield county. His ancestry in the [laternal line

is traced to William Beardsley. who settled at Stratford. ( oiinecticut, in lli:!9. Another direct

ancestor was Samuel Gregory, who with Sanuiel Beardsley were two of the nine original

members of the First Church of ( hrist. now the First Congregational church of Bridge]i(nt.

The son of a prosperous farnu'r. .fudge Beardsley was accorded liberal educational ojipoi--

tunities. He prepared for \'ale in Stratford Academy and afterwaid won his I'.achelor of

Arts degree at Yale in I.S7II He spent the succeeding year as a student in the law school of

Columbia University of New York and then entered the law otKee of William K. Seeley and

following his admission t(i the bar entered upon active practice in 1S72 in Bridgeport,

becoming junior member of the firm of Si'clcy & Beaidsley, which partnership continued

until :\Ir, Beardsley was elected city clerk. Thiongh the intervening period of forty-si.\

years he has been an active and well known member of the profession in this citv and has

not only ligureil prominently in connection with the work ol the courts but has also been
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called upon to Mil various public oHices of honor and trust. In 1873 he was chosen city clerk

and continued in that i)osition for four years, at the end of which time he was elected judge

of the probate court of Uridgeport and continued in that capacity for sixteen years, retiring

in 1893, in whidi year he was elected to represent the city in the state legislature. He has

a comprehensive knowledge of probate law and his work in connection with the office of

probate judge was highly satisfactory to the public in general.

In June, 1873, Judge Beardsley was united in marriage to Miss Lucy J. Fayerweather,

and they became the parents of one son and two daughters: Major Samuel F. Beardsley,

who is associated with his father in the practice of law; Lucy M., the wife of Kmile C.

Coming, of New Orleans, Louisiana; and Amelia L.

Judge and Mrs. Beardsley are members of the Congregational church and guide their lives

b\' its teachings. Politically he has ever been a democrat and has kept foremost in the

activities and councils of the party in the state. In 1894 he was the candidate of his party

for lieutenant governor, and in 191(5 he headed the ticket as candidate for governor but was

defeated when Hughes carried the state for the republican party. Judge Beardsley has served

for six years as a member of the public library board and at the same time as a member of

the board of education. At the present time he is a member of the board of park com-

missioners. Fraternally he is a Mason and exemplifies in his life the .spirit of the craft. He

holds membership in the Society of Colonial Wars, in which he has been governor, and he

is also a very prominent and active member of the Sons of the American Revolution and at

one time was president general of the national society. A residence of forty-six years in

Bridgeport has made him widely known, and the sterling traits of his character have placed

him in the front rank among those men with whom association means expansion and elevation.

EDWARD PAYSON BULLAED.

A great business establishment successfully conducted may remain as a monument to the

enterprise, power and ability of the individual, but there is something even more worth while

than this and although less tangible, a monument just as truly and surely. It is the love

which one entertains for an individual who has gone, causing his nu'inory to be cherished,

his ideals to be honored and his example to be emulated. There were manifest in the career

of Edward Payson BuUard those characteristics which made him a man among men—

a

leader not only in business but in those good works which live on "in the lives of those made

better by their presence." A native of Massachusetts, Mr. Bullard was born at U.xbridge,

August IS, 1841. a son of Luther and Hannah (Dudley) Bullard. representatives of old

European families founded in the new world in the early part of the seventeenth century.

He was early left an orphan, his mother's death occurring when he was but three years of

age, while his father passed away when the son was but seven years old. In the family were

seven children, Julia Ann, Catherine, John, Charles, George, Elias and Edward Payson.

The last named remained under the care of his sisters until he reached the age of

fourteen and then went to live with Deacon Whiting in Great Barrington, Massachusetts.

In his seventeenth year he returned to •liis native town and soon secured a position in the

Whitinsville Macliine Works at WHutinsville, Massachusetts. 'Wlien he had finished his

apprcnticeshi]) he obtained a position in Colt's Armory at Hartford, Connecticut, there

remaining until the latter part of 1863, after which he was employed as a machinist by

Pratt & Whitney until April. 1864. He then entered business on his own account as a

partner in the firm of Bullard & Prest, general machinists, and when in March, 186.'), they

were joined by William Parsons the firm style of Bullard, Prest & Parsons was assumed.

Early in the following year Mr. Prest withdrew and the firm then became Bullard & Parsons.

The company manufactured vertical drill presses, one of which is now in use at the
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Bullard Works. Tliey also manufactured pumps. The linandal .Icprcssion of 18(i8 and
lack of cai>ital caused trouble for the firm and when a reorganization was elVected they
removed to Bristol, Connecticut, vhcre they purchased property and conducted tlie business
for a year. On the expiration of tliat period the firm dissolved and Jlx. Bullard secured the
position of superintendent of a larfje macliine sliop at Atlu^ns, Georgia, but tlie bitterness of
feeling attendant upon the Civil war renmined and led him to resign his position. He then
removed to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he clayed in dealing in second hand machinery. His
first sale was of a large number of Lincoln milling machines which he found in an
abandoned Confederate arsenal in Georgia. He afterward connected himself with the
Cincinnati branch of Post & Company, organizing tlieir machine tool department, and early
in 1872 he went to Columbus, Ohio, to assume the position of general superintendent of
the Gill Car Works and after the plant was closed down in 18T4 he was superintendent of
the Cooper Engine Works at .Mount Vernon, Ohio. His next step was to embark in the
macliinery business on his own account in New Vork city in 1875, the firm of Allis-Bullard &,

Company being organized a year later. Following tlie withdrawal of Mr. AUis in 1877 the
Bullard Machine Company was formed and so continued until 1880, when Mr. Bullard became
sole proprietor and carried on tlie business under his own name.

In 1880, recognizing the demand for a high grade lathe, he came to Bridgeport and
arranged with A. D. Laws to manufacture lathes of his design, Mr. Bullard taking the entire
output of the plant. Owing to unsatisfactory conditions of the business Mr. Bullard took
over the plant the same year and reorganized its interests under the name of the Bridgeport
ilacliine Tool Works, of which he was sole owner, and thus was established an enterprise
which has grown into one of the most important productive concerns of the city. In 1883
he designed his first vertical boring and turning mill, a single head, belt feed machine,
having a capacity of thirty-seven inches. This was afterward sold to George A. Young, of
Brooklyn, Xew York. In 1889 Mr. Bullard discontinued his New York connections owing to
tlie growth of the Bridgeport plant, whicli now demanded his entire time and attention.
In 1894 the Bridgeport Machine Tool Works was incorporated under the name of the Bullard
Machine Tool Company, a close corporation, the stock being owned by Mr. Bullard and his
sons. At the memorial services which were held following his death the Rev. Arthur F.

Skeele in speaking of liis business experiences said: "Early in his business life he passed
through the common experience of bankruptcy; yet with undaunted courage he wrested
success out of failure; and it is known to some, that as his fortunes mended, he lived for

years with the strictest economy, refusing to enlarge his business until he had repaid his

entire indebtedness, one hundred cents on tlie dollar. Perhaps a mistaken policy from a
financial standpoint, as he himself allowed, it is yet a clear, strong voice in favor of the
highest integrity. In the conduct of a large manufacturing business, and in dealing witli a
great body of men in his emjiloy. he achieved the rare success of winning the esteem
confidence and even the love of them; together they labored in the true spirit of cooperation
for the success of the company, in which all alike took pride. In this spirit, oi mutual
respect they were able to adjust all differences and thus to contribute a notable illustration

to the amicable settlement of the problem of capital and labor. What more impressive
testimony to this well nigh ideal relationship could there be than the presence here today of
this splendid body of men, four lumdred of the skilled workmen of tlie factory. He bein<T

dead is yet speaking through hundreds of witnesses."

The home life of Mr. Bullard was largely ideal. He was married on the lltli of
January, 18G4, to Miss Alice Martha Camp, a daughter of Dr. Joseph and Lucy (Brewster)
Camp, of Bristol, Connecticut. They became the parents of two daughters and five sons:
•Jessie Augusta, born October 20, 1866; Dudley Brewster, born .June i:!, 1869; Edward Payson,
Jr.. born July 10. 1872; Stanley Hale, born July 4, 1877; Harold Camp, born August 14, 1879;
Joseph William Camp, born .luly 22. 1882; and Alice Margery, born August 14, 188.'"..

The estimate of his character is perhaps best given in the opinions of those who were
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closely associated witli liiiii. I'dllowing his tieniise. wliicli occurred December 22, 1906, one

who knew him well wrote of him: "Though ilr. BulUird was a hard worker—had his full

share of nervous energy and did not spare himself—lie yet got much enjoyment out of life

chiefly because he was a practical philosopher and able to apply his philosophy to his daily

work. His life was governed by certain principles—those of a Christian gentleman—which

unerringly guided his commercial as well as his domestic and spiritual life. Though a keen

and energetic business man. he prized his honor above everything. As he trusted others, he

expected others to trust him. Among his papers were a number of clippings, a quotation

from one of them reading: 'Tliere is nothing to our mind so broad-spoken of the inlierent

uprightness of num. or so strongly illustrative of our native dependence upon tlie integrity

of our fellows as tlie confidence with which the honest buyer enters into a commercial trans-

action with a merchant of probity and repute. It is the sincere tribute that intelligence

pavs to integrity: it is the most valuable portion of a merchant's possessions.' Mr. Bui-

lard did his own thinking and was never afraid to take an advance step because no otliers

had taken it. Thougli possessed of great ability as a business man and good judgment as a

designer of machine tools, he was unassuming, quiet in manner, always courteous and mindful

of the rights of others, well read and intelligent about matters in general, as well as

business all'airs, and thoroughly to be relied upon. He traveled much in Europe in tlie

interest of liis foreign trade and liad many friends there, and in wliatsoever country he

traveled or sojourned he was alwaj's the quiet, unpretentious, thorough gentleman he was

at home. He took an active interest in church work wherever located, giving personal

help, in the church and Sabbatli stliool, as well as financial aid. He was deacon and elder in

tlie church societies he attended in the cities of the west where he resided, also in the

Reformed iXitch church in Belleville, New Jersey, and the First Presbyterian church in

Bridgeport, Connecticut. He was interested in the Law and Order League and his aid was

appreciated by many charitable institutions. He carried out in his life the command of our

Lord. 'But when thou doest alms, let not thy left liand know wliat thy right hand doetli.'

And his life was complete. He had attained success in tlie best ways, liad rounded out his

career, had well nigh completed the allotted term of human life. It is pleasant to think of

his reacliing the summit of a long, steep hill, to shift the mass of all'airs to younger

shoulders, and eniov a leisurelv autumn of halcvon days."

.ICLirS W. KXOWLTON.

In a review of the lives of those who have been active as public officials of Bridgeport

and of the state, there is perhaps no resident of the city whose oHicial record covers a longer

period than that of Colonel .Julius W. Kiiowlton. and there is none who has been more faultless

in honor, fearless in conduct and stainless in reputation. He has ever made the faithful and

callable discharge of his duties his first interest, whether as postmaster, as' member of the

genera! assembly or in his present ]>osition as a member of the board of assessors. He dates

his residence in Bri(lge]iort since 1848. having been absent from the city for only a limited

time during all the intervening years to the present. He is now approaching tlie seventy-ninth

milestone on life's journey, his liirth having occurred in Southbridge, Worcester county, Massa-

chusetts, Xoveiiiber 28, 18:!S. his parents being William S. and Miriam (Dresser) Knowlton,

both of whom were natives of Massachusetts, the former born Sejiteniber 28, 1810. and the

latter on the 6th day of ifay, 1817. The ancestral history of the family in America dates

back to 1632, when the first representative of the line came from England to the new world.

In 1847 Mrs. Miriam Knowlton was called to her final rest, her death occurring on the 4th of

March, when her sou .hilius was a little lad of but eight years. The father survived for a-

tliird of a ceiituiy. parsing away March 22. 1880.
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Mr. Knowlton ohtained liis oihiciitinTi in |nililii' mikI piiviilc scIkiuIs <it' Hridgeport. «ii(l in

his stiulit's sfR.i'inlizt'il on niatlioniatii-s an.! (•i\ il fni^in.'ci iny. Il»- stailMl out in the bnsincss
«uilil on Ills own aciouiit in ISCO as a retail i-oai niercliant. hut foll„\vin^ tin' ontbreak of the
Civil war, feeling that his duty to liis country was |)aranuinnt to all else, he sacriliced his

business interests and enlisted on the i:.th of .June. 18(a'. heeoniing a private of Company A,
Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteer Infantry. On the organization of the regiment, he was
made commissary sergeant and snlis,.,|ucntly lie became acting brigade commissary of the
brigade commanded by (ieneral Dwight M.uris, cohniel of the Kourteenth Kegiment. lie <lis.

played remarkable executive ability, indicated the night of the battle of Antietam, when with
the utmost dispatch he jiush.d his |irovision train to the front and was the first to provide his

brigade with supplies. He was afterwaid commissioned sei'omi lieutenant of ( om|iany C, which
he commanded at the battle of I o'ttysburg. ami on tli,' third day of the nu-morablc engagement
there h<> was wounded, l-dr (deven days he lay in the Held hospital and was then transferred

to Baltimore, froiu which point lie \\a> >eut li.imc. He returned to the front the following

January, but was still physically ini<|ualilii'd for arduous liehl service; and on the L".)th of

March. 1S64, he was honorably discharged on a.count of pliy>i,'al disability. He continued to

aid by doing service for his counti'y. howi'ver. and when l.ei' sunenderc'd was a clerk in the

office of the provost marshal of Bridgeport.

When the war was over. Mr. Knou Iton arci'pted a jiusition in the .\dams K.xpress ofhce

at Bridgeport, there remaining until c»ctolic-r. isdii. when he becanu' the owner of a fo\nth

interest in the Bridgeport Standard, and upon the (ngani/.ation oi the business as a stoik

coiupany in the following .January he was appointed secretary, treasurer and business maiuiger,

occupying that position for seven years. He resigned, luiwever, in March, 1873, to accept the

superintendency of the ."\loore Car Wheel ( onipany of .Jersey City, New .lersey, a large concern

which was conducting an extensive business until the memorable •'lihuk Friday" of l.s;:;.

when it suft'ered financial disaster.

In tlie nu'antime, Mr. Knowlton had taken an active |)art in politics and public affairs, and

while manager of the Jhidgeport .'Standard, he served f(U- two terms in the general asseiubly

from Stratford. During the sanu- jieriod he was also appointivl to a ]iosition on the stafl' of

(iovernor JIarsliall .lewidl. with the rank of colone). Folhjwing the expiration of Ooveinor

Jewell's seciuid term as gencriior in IsT;; he was appointed ])Ostinaster general in the cabinet

of President (irant. and on the IJth of (lctol)er of that year he called ilr. Knowitcm to the

position of superintendent of the dead letter office at Washington, D. C. Affairs there were

in bad condition, the \\r)rk of the ollice lieing fourteen months in arrears, ilr. KnowUim
assumed charge and immediately worked out plans to care for the long overdue business of

the office and ])laced the management upon a businesslike basis. This he accomplished in three

months. He was then appointed by Po.stmaster General Jewell in the jiosition of chief clerk

of the postoHice department at Washington and in the fall of 1.S75, President Crant appointed

him postimister of Bridge|iort. He assinueil his ollice on the 1st of November, 1875, anil served

continuously duritig the remainder of President (iraut's term, and also during the administra-

tions of Presidents Hayes. (Jarfield and Arthur. When (irover Clevelaiul took over the reitis

of government. >Ir. Knowlton was su|iplanted by a denmciat. but when Benjamin Harrison

becaiue jiresident, he was recalled to the ollice, in which he continued to serve until December

,'!1, l.s'.iii, so that liis incumbency covi'red almost sixteen yeais in all. while over liis re<'ord

there fell lu) shadow of wrong nor susfiicion of evil. On the 1st of .Tune, 1838, he was called

to office as a member of the idty board of assessors, and with the exception of a few months,

has served cimtinuously in that fiosition. Througiiout the long period of his office holding, he

has always been ready and willing to Indp others, which is one of the chief secrets of his

popularity and success. He cast his fir-t jiresidential vote for Abrahaiu Lincoln in 1860. an(i

has never deviated in his loyalty to the republican party through all the intervening period.

(In the 17th of Decendier, ]8(ifi. .Mr. Knowlton married Miss .Jane Klizaheth I'airchild. of

Newtown. Coiinerticut, and on the 17tli of Dec eiulirr. l!»](i. tlii'V c'elebrateil their golileii wedding.
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Mr. Knowltoii is wt-ll known in v;iiious fraternal and tlub relations. He is a Knight Templar

Mason and Noble of the Mj'stic Shrine, and on the 19th of September, 1893, the honorary

thirty-third degree was conferred upon him in recognition of the splendid service which he has

done for tlie order. He has hehl many official positions, including that of grand commander

of the Grand Commandery of Connecticut. He belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic,

and has been assistant adjutant general of Connecticut, and member of the National Council

of Administration. He is also a member of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the

United State.s. In 1U07 he was for the forty-first consecutive year elected secretary of the

Society of the l-'ourteenth Connecticut Regiment, and in 1893, 1894 and 1909 was president

of this society. Through his labors this society has to-daj' a full set of printed reports of

the annual meetings of the organization. He is also president of the Army and Navy Club

of the State of Connecticut, of which, for a quarter of a century, he served as secretary. His

religious belief is that of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. Colonel Knowlton

deserves indeed high commendation for alife well spent, a life devoted to public service. His

strong principles, and his upright course have brought him the merited regard of all with

whom he has come in contact and today he is one of Bridgeport's most honored citizens.

EDMUND SUMMERS HAWLEY.

Edmund S. Hawley was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, June 15, 1813. His life was

intimately connected with the early commercial and financial expansion of Bridgeport, and

he himself was one of the prominent figures of his time.

The Hawley family is one of the oldest families in Bridgeport and traces its lineage

through the early English settlers of New England. In 1629 Joseph Hawley came to this

country from Derbyshire, England, and settled in Stratford, Connecticut.

Edmund S. Hawley was a son of Captain Wilson Hawley and Cliarity (Summers)

Hawley. His father, Captain Wilson Hawley, was for many years engaged in the West

Indies trade and as a member of the firm of Abijah Hawley & Company carried on an

extensive coastwise trade in grain and lumber along the Atlantic seaboard. The firm of

Abijah Hawley & Company operated a store and wharf on Water street, south of State

street, near the site later occupied by the grain elevator of John Hurd.

About the time that he reached his majority, Edmund S. Hawley went to Catskill,

New York, where he was engaged in business for about si.x years. During his stay at Catskill

he was elected a director of the Catskill Bank, in which capacity he continued until his

return to Bridgeport in 1840. Upon returning to Bridgeport, Mr. Hawley entered the dry

goods and clothing business and opened the first ready-made clothing store in the city.

Mr. Hawley in 1849 became interested in the California trade and made extensive

shipments of merchandise to the Pacific coast during the period following the gold discoveries

in the west. At this time he was associated with Sherwood Sterling. Thomas C. Wordin,

his father-in-law, and Munson Hawley. During these years Mr. Hawley acquired extensive

holdings of real estate within the ])resent city limits.

In 1852 Edmund S. Hawley was appointed a director of tlie Bridgeport Bank and served

as such until 1859, when he became president of tlie Farmirs Bank, now the First-Bridgeport

National Bank. As presiilcnt .\lr. Hawley din^cted tlic [poliries of tlic bank for thirty-three

years.

Mr. Hawley had been selected as one of the trustees of the Bridgeport Savings Bank in

1851, and in 1870 he was elected vice president of that bank. In 1875 he became president

of the Bridgeport Savings Bank. He was connected with this bank as trustee, vice president

and president for over forty years. In 1859, at the time he accepted the presidency of the

Farmers Bank, Mr. Hawley had disposed of his commercial interests in order that his
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energies miglit be eoneeiitruti'd iiiioii tlie iiuieasiii^r duties arisiiif,' out (if liis uoiineeticin witli

the two banks.

In 1842 Edmund 8, Hawley nuuiicd Lucy S., daugliter of Tlionias C. Wordin. iMr. and
JIis. Hawley liad two eliildren, a son, Cliailes \V., and a dau-litcr, Mary W., I)uth of wiioiu
still reside in Bridgeport.

Always a man of i.rogrc-s.sive intelligcuee anil physical vigor, Kdnuind S. Hawley
contributed much to tlie upliuilding of his city and maintained an active interest in
business, in banking and finance until liis death in his eighty-first year. He died February
10, 1894, at the height of his success, loved and admired by a largi^ circle of friends, and
meriting the honor and respect of all tliose who knew him.

EBENEZER S. PHILLIPS.

Ebenezer S. Phillips, for fifty-tive years a resident of Uridgeport is at the head and
owner of the transfer business operating under the name of .1. Tl. Lnddingtou & fompany.
He was born in \'ermont in the town of Stratford, Orange county, 1842, and on attaining
his majority removed from the (ireen Mountain state to Bridgeport, where he has since

remained. For five years he was associated with the New York, New Haven & Hartford
Railroad Company and afterward became a lumber salesman for S. C. Nickerson, who owned
and controlled a wholesa!,' and retail business. .Mr. Phillips remained in that connection

for nine years and afterwanl spent seven years as a lumber salesman with Hawley & Beacher.

He was next connected witli the Wheeler & Howe Company in the counting department for

nine years or more, after which he turned his attention to the business of hauling and
trucking, purchasing a half interest in the .1. H. Luddington & Company. A quarter of a

century ago he bought out Mr. Luddington. The business has been established for more
than thirty years and he still retains the oM firm name although he now owns the business.

At one time he Iiad for a partner. Nelson Freshour. He is engaged in trucking, forwarding,

etc., and his equipment permits the handling of heavy machinery. He employs fifteen people

and gives his entire attention ti) tlie business. The comjiany has built its own stables on
Berkshire avenue and the business has grown rapidly and substantially, becoming one of

the important undertakings of this character in Bridgeport.

FRANK N. BENHAM.

After long connection witli the financial interests of Bridgeport as a well known figure

in banking circles Frank N. Benham is now living retired. He is a representative of a family

long connected with the history of this city, its development, upbuilding and improvement.

His father, .Junius N. Benham, was a twin brother of .lulius H. Benham. and, entering busi-

ness circles under the name of Benham Brothers on tlu> 8tli of .July. 18:;8, they became
actively and prominently connected with contracting and building ojierations in Bridgeport.

They erected a number of the finest edifices of the city, including the South Congregational

church and the Baptist and Presbyterian churches. They also built many of the finest

business blocks of Bridgeport and added much to the architectural beauty and adornment

of the city. Their operations as builders constituted the initial step toward their activity in

the real estate field, in which they gradually concentrated their efforts. They purchased

tracts of land which they developed, thereon engaging in speculative biiilding. The business

proved most prosperous, for the houses which they erected found a ready sale and they

amassed a substantial fortune. In the public life of the city they were also keenly interested
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ami were recognizeil leaders in tin- ranks uf the re|nililiean party, tlieir opinions earrying

much weiyht in its local coiincils. On the 18th of May, IHi'i, Junius X. Benham was united

in marriage to Miss Kli/.aheth Ann Curtis, of Derby, Connecticut, a daughter of Captain

Kneeland Curtis, and to them were Ijmn four children.

Frank N. benliam, a lifelong resident of Bridgeiiort, was born in Derby, Connecticut,

December 18, 1846, and during his active career occupied a prominent place in Hnancial circles

of his citv and state. Aliility brouglit liim to the front in this connection and for many

years he was casliier of Ihi' l!ri<lgeport National Hank. He became associated with many

other banking institutions and his judgment on all matters relating thereto was regarded

as especially sound, for his discrimination is keen and his sagacity marked. At length he

retired from business to enjoy the fruits of well directed activity. .

Mr, Benham was united in nuuriage to Miss Annie Lord and tlicy have had two children.

JOEL FARIST.

The story of the steel industry in Bridgeport would be incomplete were there failure to

make prominent reference to Joel Farist, who was president of the Farist Steel Company,

As a skilled meclianic his expert knowledge was sought in many connections and he was

a director of many important institutions of Bridgeport. Sheffield, England, numbered

him as a luitive son. He was born June 27, 1832, his parents being Joseph and GraccI

(Wolstenholn) Farist, the former a steel forger of Sheffield, England. The family came to

America when Joel was but twelve years of age and almost immediately he began providing

for his own sujiport as a worker in a rolling mill in Kentucky, where the first American steel

was manufactured in 1848. For several years he was employed as blacksmith and roller in

rolling mills at Covington, Kentucky, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and at Jersey City, New

Jersey, and was advanced step by step as he mastered the business in its various phases.

He closely applied himself, for it was his ambition to work upward, and in 1856 he entered

into partnersliip witli two other workmen in leasing a portion of the steel plant of the

Rockaway Manufacturing Company of Rockaway, New .Jersey. There they carried on

business for about six months, their efl'orts being attended with marked success, so that

early in 185T they took a three years' lease upon the Pompton rolling mill near Paterson,

New Jersey, which they operated through the panic of 1857.

Mr. Farist's connection witli the business develoimient of t'onnccticut began in 1860,

when he removed to Windsor Locks, where under the tirm style of the Farist Steel Comjiany

he began the manufacture of cast steel. During the Civil war his notable mechanical skill

was utilized in tlic manufacture of gun barrel and bayonet steel for tlie United States

government, and so valuable were his services in that direction tluit the I'nited States made

provision for a stibstitute for him in case he should \n- drafted. In 1872 the business was

removed to Bridgeport, Connecticut, and established upon the site of the extensive plant

later operated by the Farist Ciunpany. Here were secured facilities for the shipment of their

manufactures by water direct on vessels at their dock in the harbor. Mr, Farist's associates

when the coni])any was founded were George Windsor, secretary, and John B, Windsor,

treasurer. The continuous growth of the business led to the removal to Bridgeport. Within

a short time this company became one of the leading concerns of the kind in Bridgeport

and has maintained that position through all the intervening years. :\rr. Farist remained

throu"h the greater jiart of this ])eriod the directing sjiiiit and the executive head of the

business, bending liis energies to administrative direction and at the same time keeping

in close touch with the mechanical processes. The comiiany .mantifactured all descriptions of

steel, hammered or rolled, also spiral and elliptical ear springs for steam and street ears.

The growth of the business is indicated in the fact that the plant covered ten acres and
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iiK'Uiilc'd a liiij;i' riplliiiy mill, spriiiM larUirv, f;!is lioiisc, iiii'ltiii^' slii]|i, hamiiRT sliop, |jriidnciiiy

Ikium' and [jowit Ikiii^i', the la-t named cDiitaiiiilig live hu-f^i- i-iifjiiu^ jifiierating powiT to

oix'iati' the jilaiit. With the j;rii\vth of the business agem-ies were established in Lliicago,

St. Louis, San Franeiseo and New ^olk eity, and ihrouyhout all the period of its development

Mr. Farist kept his hand elosely upon the helm of his business, his praetieal knowledge

resulting: in expert skill that nia.le him a leader in his line. After his death thi' company
continued the business until Fid)ruary HI, mn;, wIumi the plant was destroyed by lire and
liquidation of the eompaiiy's assets folh.wi.d. His eooperation was also sought in other

business connections and for tw.'nty years he was a director of the I'cipionnock National

Hank of Bridgeport and was also diicf promoter and the lirst presiilent of the liriilgeport

Kleetric Light Company and thi' lirst president of the liridgeporl frucible ('om|>any.

Mr. Farist was twice married. In Is.-,,", lie wedded Kliza Fstelle and they had a daughter,

now Mrs. Arthur E. Penficdd. In ISiir .\lr. Farist was united in marriage to Miss -Martha

Wood and they became the parents of two childicn: .1, Windsor, who later was president of

the Farist Steel C'ou)])any; and Lulu E. Wliile Mr. Farist won a notable position in the

business world, he never allowed his extensive industrial interests to monopolize hi., time

and attention but remained ever a progressive and ]ndjlic-spirited citizen and throughout his

life was actuated by broad luimanitarian principles. He was vice president of the Bridge-

port Hospital from Hlc time of its organization until liis death, which occurred on the

12th of November, l'.H»4, and lie was interested in educational matters, servin.j for nine

years as a member of tlie Bridgeport lioard of education. He was a charter member of

the Seaside (.'lub and an active member of tlie Boaril of Trade from its inception. For many
years he served as a trustee of the Wasliington Methodist Kjiiscopal church, of which he was
always a most generous supporter. He was honored and respected by all, not only because

of his notable success but also for the straightforward business policy which lie ever followed.

combined with earnest work for civic bettcrinent and right conditions in the labor world.

He displayed notable power in managing men and in nuiintaining harmony among them.

They recognized that he was ever coiisiderati^ of their interests and rights and this attitude

awakened their loyalty and regard. In a word, tliroiighout his entire career be stood as a

man among men, honored ami respected by all.

FRANK MILLER,

Frank Miller, president of the City National Bank, occupies a foremost position in banking

circles of Bridgeport, while his varied and extensive interests in other lines have made him

a valued and important factor in the financial, commercial and industrial growth of the citv.

He was born August .3, 1848. in Middletown, Connecticut, where his ancestors had settled

nearly two hundred years before, being among the founders of that town, which was then

called Mattabasset. Frank Miller is a son of Stephen Miller (III) and Lucretia (Fairehild)

Miller and is a representative in the sixth generation of tlie descendants of Thomas JMiller,

who founded the famil.v in Connecticut, the line being traced down througli Tliomas (Hi and

three Stephens. Thonuis Miller, the progenitor, was the owner of a house and an acre and a

half of ground at Rowley, Massachusetts, in lt)43 and was "licensed to draw wine in l(i4T,"

Some time between ](5ol and lfi.")4 he removed to what is now Middletown, Connecticut, where

his name appeals on the town records March 10, lO')!, according to a vote passed at a town

meeting. The town was soon in need of a mill and in .lanuary, IliSo. the selectmen and

Thomas Slillcr signed an agreement whendiy. the town granting certain aid. Mr. Miller

engaged to build a mill adequate to grind the town's corn and have it in readiness by the 10th

of December fcdlowing. He became one of the jirominent men of his communitv and his

will, dated August II. 1B80, gave his age as ••something above seventy years" and disposed
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of an estate of three liundrtil and seventj'six pounds and ten shillings. His second wife,

whom he married June 6, 166G, was Sarah Nettleton, wlio died March 20, 1727, or 1728.

Thomas Miller (II), their eldest son, was born in Middletown, Connecticut, May 6, 1667,

and there died September 24, 1727. He succeeded to the milling business established by his

father and carried it on for some time. On the 25th of December, 1696, he married his second

wife, Mary Rowell. Their family included Stephen Miller, who was born March 5, 1699, in

Middletown, and there passed away August 15. 17S3. He was a farmer and always made his

home in Middletown. On tlic 2d of .July. 1730, he married Anna (loodrich, a daughter of Rich-

ard and Hannah (Bulkeley) Goodrich. She was born in 1710 and died June 10, 1777. Their

son, Stephen Miller (H), was born in Middletown, February 11, 1739, or 1740, and died July

21, 1822. He was an im])orter and shipowner, with a fleet of vessels in the West India trade.

In those days the Connecticut river towns enjoyed an immense trade in rum, sugar, molasses

and other products of the West Indies. Middletown was one of the most important towns

of the state and the fifth port in the United States in point of volume of shipping. Stephen

Miller (II) was one of the prominent business men of the place and during the War of 1812

lost sixteen of his vessels. He was married twice, his second wife, whom he wedded July

2, 1780, being Lucy Roberts, a daughter of William and Elizabeth (Jones) Roberts. She

was born in 1755 and died January 10, 1837.

Their son, Stephen Miller (IHj, father of Frank Miller of this review, was a native of

Middletown and always resided there. He became an extensive farmer, also owned and

operated a grist mill and engaged in the lumber business, while with other important com-

mercial enterprises of that locality he was connected. When about sixty years of age

he retired from active business but continueil his residence in Middletown until called to the

home beyond. His second wife, who bore tlie maiden name of Lucretia Fairchild, was a

daughter of Elisha and Lucretia (Tryon) Fairchild. The Fairchilds were early settlers of

Stratford, Connecticut, the family being represented there as early as 1650.

Frank Miller attended the schools of Middletown, where he was reared, and was also a

student in the celebrated school there. Chase's Institute, which was conducted by Daniel H.

Chase and was attended by boys from all over the country. In 1863, when a boy of but fifteen

years, he enlisted for service in the Civil war as a member of the First Connecticut Heavy

Artillery and was on active duty with the Army of the Potonmc under General U. S. Grant,

serving until the close of the war and participating in a number of the hotly contested

engagements. In the early '70s he established his home in Bridgeport and became a member

of the lirm of Jliller & Strickland, engaged in the coal trade. He afterward purchased his

partner's interest and the lirm became Frank ililler & Company, under which caption they

conducted an extensive business, but in 1907 Mr. JMillcr disposed of his interest to Archibald

McNeil & Sons. He became active in other tields, including the lumber trade, in which con-

nection he organized the Frank Miller Lumber Company and developed an immense business

in lumber, sash and door manufacturing and wood turning. He has been president of this

company since its organization and has been an active factor in the promotion of one of

the foremost undertakings of the kind in the city. He became an active factor in banking

circles when in 1889 he was elected a director of the City National Bank, of which ultimately

he was made vice president, while in 1916, upon the death of E. E. Sanford, Mr. Miller

became president of the bank and has since remained its executive head. The recognition of

his sound judgment, his keen insight and his b\isiness enterprise have led to his cooperation

being sought along various lines and he has become associated with a number of business

enterprises of the most important character, contributing in large measure to the commercial

development of the city and of other districts. He is now treasurer of the Lake Torpedo

Boat Company of Bridgeport, is the iiresident of the Citizens Coal Company of Waterbury

and is also interested in a number of other industrial and financial concerns.

On the 25th of November, 1869, at Waterbury, Mr. Miller was uiiiti'<l in marriage to

Miss Emilv Louisa t'llnton. a native of Woudbridge, Connecticut, and a daughter of Ira D.
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and Mary A. (Lewis) Cliiit..n. .Mis. .Miller passed invay in l!riilf;e|i(irt, October 4, I'.IOT. aii>l

is survived by one of ber tbree eliildren, Steplien, wbo was born in New liritain, Conneetieut,
and is now a resid.nt of San (•raneiseo. California. On tbe utli of November, l'J08, at Bridge-

port, Jlr. Miller married Miss Anna Drew llalloek, a dangbter of Henry E. and Mary Frances
(Drew) Hallock. Tlie fatlier of .Mrs. .Mill.M- was born on Long Jsbuid and came to Bridgei)ort

as a young man, after wliicli for many years be conducted business as a mercluint tailor

here. He was a son of William Jleury Hallock and a descendant of I'eter Hallock, wlu> came
from England and settled on Long Island early in tbe seventeenth century. The nuitlicr of

Mrs. Miller was a dangbter of Wlieeler Dicw an.l his wife, wlio in her maidenhood was a Miss
Kurd. Jlr. and Mrs. Miller are iiroTuinently Unowii in social circles of Bridgeport, where
tbe hospitality of the best homes is freely accorded them. They ar.' mcmbej-s of St. .lobn's

Episcopal church and Mr. .Miller maintains pleasant relations with Iiis old army comrades
as a member of Elias Howe Post, Xo. :!S, O. A. R. of which be is commander. He is also a
Mason of high rank, belonging to t'orintbian Lodge, i-'. & A. .M.; .Jerusalem Chapter, K. A. M.;

Jerusalem Council, R. & S. M.; Hamilton Commandery. K. T.; tin ( onsistory of the .Scottish

Rite; and Pyramid Temple of tbe .Mystic Shrine.

In politics a democrat, he feels the interest of an active business man and progressive

citizen in the questions and issues of the day Iml has never cared for political preferment.

He has served as a member of the board of education ami has been a mcinbcr of the board

of apportionment and taxation in Bridgepmt. He stands for all that is progressive in

community life and has cooperated in many well devised jilans and measures for tbe general

good. It is said that his charities an- many but they aie most quietly and unostentatiously

given, many times known only to the recipients. He lias been a successful business man,
making wise use of bis time, talents and cqipoitunities. lint not only organizations for profit

but other institutions and concerns have bcnelited by the value of bis judgment ami liis

direction.

GEORGE MANSON EAMES.

George Manson Eames, works manager for Tbe Singer Manufacturing Company of

Bridgeport, is a leader in tbe business circles of tbe city. His attitude toward public affairs

is one of helpfulness and progressiveness and there is no one who has done more than he to

stimulate efl'ort to establish and develoi) public parks, a work in which his father was equally

interested and active. He is a son of Albert Lames and represents a distinguished old

Massachusetts family dating back to an early period in the colonization of tbe new world,

the name being a prominent one in connection with the history of Framingham, Mas.sachu-

setts. His great-grandfather and his great-great-grandfather fought side by side in the battles

of Lexington and Concord, belonging to the band of Minute Jlen whose names will ever be

honored in American history.

The same spirit of loyalty was manifest in Albert Eames, though it took on dillerent

form according to the needs and conditions of the age. He was especially interested in the

park system of Bridgep<jrt and for twenty years served as park commissioner, doing every-

thing in his power to develop and beautify the parks of the city. At the time of his death
he was actively interested in the work of Beardsley park, which was being developed under
his supervision and which had been almost completed at the time of his demise. He was a

stalwart republican in politics and his opinions carried weight in party councils. Again and
again he was called upon for public service, filling the positions of alderman, selectman and
member of the street and bridge as widl as the park commissions. While lie held to high

ideals, his method of work was at all times practical, producing immediate and beneficial

results. His life record compassed a period of seventy-eight years. He was born in South
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Frainiiigliaiii, Massiuliusetts, JIaicli 'J, 1811, and on attaining liis majority entuied upon

an apprenticeship to the guninakor's trade at Springfield, that state. He afterward traveled

through thf south and west, working in government mints, and in 1S46 at tlie factory of

the Remington Brothers at llion. New York, lie was engaged in making breech-loading

carbines, manifesting sujierior skill in directing the assembling of weapons. At length he

returned to Springfield and organized the American Machine Works for building cotton

presses and heavy niachiner.v. but the Civil war put an end to their business, as the sale

of their products was largely in the south. In 1850 Jlr. Eames removed to Bridgeport

and entered the employ of the Wheeler & Wilson Manufacturing Company, first as maker

of machinery and tools and afterward as a contractor. At the time of his death, which

occurred December 14, 1889, he was president of the Bridgeport Horse Railroad Company.

He belonged to Hampden Lodge, I. (>. 0. F., but never cared to figure prominently in club or

social circles. In 1844 he was united in marriage to Miss Harriet Avery Ferre. a native of

Munson, Massachusetts.

Their son, George JI. IJamcs, was born in Springfield, Massachusetts, .lanuary 19, 1859,

but was reared in Briilgeport, where he attended the public schools, and when still a youth

he entered the foundry of the Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Machine Company, in connection

with which business he worked his way steadily^ upward through various departments. He
was eventually elected to oftice and became vice president and general su|)erintendent of the

business, continuing as sucii until tlie company sold out to The Singer Manufacturing Com-

pany, at which time he was made manager of the Bridgeport works and so continues. He

knows every phase of the business.

Mr. Eames was united in marriage to Miss Helen Augusta Higby and their children

are: Charlotte M., the wife of George W, Ellis: Helen, the wife of Noble E. Vincent;

JIartha, now deceased, a twin sister of Helen; William, who has al^o passed away; and

George Hanson, Jr.

While an active factor in business circles of Bridgeport, ilr. Eames has also contributed

to public progress and improvement along other lines. He has done much to improve business

conditions in general and is a member of the Bridgeport Board of Trade and also a

member of the executive board of the Manufacturers" Association. For one term he was

president of the Algonquin Club and has also been commodore of tlie Bridgeport Yacht

Club, but his chief interest outside of business is in city parks and for sixteen years he has

been on the jiark board of Bridgeport, of which he is the president. He realizes fully the

necessity of developing the park area during this period of the city"s rapid growth, knowing

that breathing spaces must be provided especially in the congested factory districts and

that playtrounds must feature in the city parks, thus giving outlet to the vital energy of the

youth, statistics showing that where adequate space and opportunity are provided for the

normal interests of the boy the tendency toward crime is practically annihilated. He

recognizes, too, the efl'cct of natural beauties as an uplift element in the lives of all and his

efforts in behalf of the city park system have indeed been farreaching and beneficial.

FREDERICK HAXFORD LVOX.

No history of Bridgeport would be complete without extended mention of Frederick

Hanford Lyon, today one of the most venerable citizens of Fairfield county. He was born

September 21, 1837, on Main street in Bridgeport, whicli at tliiit time was a street of fine

residences and beautiful gardens, and has therefore almost reached the ninetieth milestone

on life's journey. He is es])ecially well preserved for one of his years and has maintained in

affairs of the day the interest which is usually attribute<l to nu'n of nuich younger years.

His father, Hanford Lyon, was born at F'aston. Connecticut, in the Rock House district,
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and was a son of Nathaniel Wubb Lyon. The family is noted for longevity and Nathaniel

W. Lyon reached the notable old age of one hundred and one years, lie bought the lirst ton

of coal in Bridgeport. Hanford J-yon was the eiglith in order of birth in a family of nine

children and in his youthful days lie worked on his father's farm through the summer niontlis

and attended the public schools in the winter seasons until he reached the age of fourteen,

when he was apprenticed at Danbury, Connecticut, to the saddler's trade. He removed from

Kaston. Connecticut, to Bridgeport, where he engaged in the saddlery business, but later

lie became a very prominent factor in financial circles. He became a director of tlie Con-

necticut Bank, a director and the president of the old Bridgeport Bank, a director of the

I'equonnock Bank, the first president of the City Savings Bank, a director and

president of the City Gas Liglit Comi)any and was a valued representative of other

important public and private interests. Although a self-educated man, his broad and

active business experience developed in him capabilities and powers that would have

enabled him to till almost any position. Notwithstanding he was quiet and unassuming

and did not seek public otiice or distinction. His early political allegiance was given to the

oki wliig party and upon its dissolution he joined the ranks of the republican party, of

wliich he was ever afterward a stalwart champion. During the Civil war he was a strong

supporter of the Union cause. He served as a member of tlie common council of Bridgeport

in the years 1837, 1843, 1844, 1843 and 1848 and during a portion of that time was alderman.

In a word, he was a very public-spirited man, lending the weight of his aid and influence

to every plan and project which he believed would prove of value and benefit to the com-

munity. His life was actuated by the higliest principles. He was a member of the First

Congregational Society from early manhood and in 1858 united with the North church, iu

which he was held in the highest esteem. He passed away September 21, 1879, but left the

impress of his individuality and ability for good upon the life of the comnumity in many of

its most progressive phases. He had married Hetty Ann Thompson, of Stratford, whose

ancestors were among the early settlers of Stratford and the family homestead there is

still well preserved. A fine four poster bed belonging to the Thompson family is now in the

Connecticut room at Mount \'ernon. Lieutenant William Thompson, an ancestor of Mrs.

Lyon, served with distinction in tlie war of the Revolution. Mr. and Mrs. Lyon became the

parents of two sons and three daughters: Frederick H. ; Sarah, the wife of Edward R.

Sanford. who at one time was a judge of New Haven; William T., who lived in San Francisco,

California; Josephine, the wife of Henry T. Shelton, of Bridgeport; and Adelaide, deceased.

Having lost his first w-ife, Hanford Lyon was married to Annie Frye and their children were:

Edward, who married .Jessie, daughter of Dr. Porter, and has now passed away; Frank,

who wedded Ida Mitchell, of Brooklyn, New York, and is now living in Bridgeport; Charles

G.. who married but has departed this life; and Alice, the wife of General Thomas L.

Watson.

Frederick H. Lyon, after attending the school of Henry Jones on Washington avenue,

Bridgeport, continued his education at Vale and later became connected with the hardware

business as a member of the firm of I^yon & Kellogg, retail dealers on Water street. The

business was there conducted for a number of years, after which Mr, Lyon retired from that

connection and purchased propertj'. For a considerable period he has derived his income from

his realty, his investments having been made most judiciously.

Mr. Lyon was married in Bridgeport, in the old Hawley homestead, to Miss Bessie

HawU-y, who was born, reared, married and died in tlie same house. She was noted for her

beauty, her culture and cliarming personality. Her parents were Abijah and Matilda

(Benjamin) Hawley, the latter related to Colonel John Benjamin of Stratford. Mrs. Lj^on

traced her ancestry back to William Bradford, the first governor of the Plymouth colony,

who came over on the Mayfiower in 1030. Her father. Abijah Hawley, was a very prominent

and inrtuential citizen here at an early day. He was a member of the firm of Abijah Hawley

& Company, engaged in the West India trade and also carrying on the Boston coasting grain
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and lumber business. He represented one of the oldest, most numerous and most prominent

lamilies of the state connected with the early settlement of Stratford and of Stratiicld,

Mrs. Frederick H. Lyon being of the sixth generation of the descendants of Joseph Hawley,

who was the first settler of tlie name at Stratford. The line is traced down through Samuel,

of Stratford, and Tlioinas to Abijah Hawley. Jn his own career Abijah Hawley illustrated

the substantial qualities of his ancestors and througli his business affairs contributed in

substantial measure to the growth and development of Bridgeport. The firm of Abijah

Hawley & Company was composed of Abijah, Aaron and Wilson Hawley and their coasting

vessel was called the Three Sisters, probably because of the fact that the three partners

married three daughters of Captain Stejihen Summers. This vessel was used in the Boston

trade, while their New York packet was the sloop Caroline. Abijali Hawley was not only

prominent as a business man of Bridgeport but in 1842 was called upon to represent his

district in the state legislature and lie was also one of the organizers of St. John's Lodge,

A. F. & A. M.

To Mr. and Mrs. Lyon were born seven children. Hanford died in infancy. Frederick

Sanford was in the hardware business with his father and died unmarried. Julia became

the wife of Frank Wilson. Josephine is living at the homestead. Henry Meigs, who was

born in Bridgeport, became a wholesale hardware merchant of New York and a very active

and prominent business man. He continued to live in Bridgeport and never married. He
was a member of tlie Algonquin Club, was an active Knight Templar Mason and a very

Iiublic-spirited and progressive citizen. In fact he possessed many substantial qualities wliich

won him the high regard of all, and since passing away September 23, 1897, his memory
has been revered by those w'ho knew him. William Kellogg Lyon, the next of the family,

was for years connected with the Housatonic Railway Company and is now living at the

homestead. Helen became the wife of Charles Mills and is mentioned elsewhere in this

work.

Mr. Lyon has given stalwart support to the republican party since its organization. He

has lived a Christian life as a member of the North church, devoted to its teachings and

active in furthering its work and extending its influence. He lias also manifested the

qualities of public-spirited citizenship, doing everything in his power to promote the welfare

of the community in which he has so long made his home. He has lived to see remarkable

changes in the ninety years of his active life—changes which have taken Bridgeport

out of villagehood into metropolitan greatness—and in large measure he has left the impress

of his individuality and ability upon the business development of the community. All wlio

have known him speak of him in terms of high regard and lii< lite record constitutes an

important chapter in the history of the city.

WILLIA5I AVERY GRIPPIN.

Not by leaps and bounds but along the steps of an orderly progression did William Avery

.Grippin advance during the years which he devoted to business, becoming at length the head

of some of the important industrial enterprises of Bridgeport. F.xperience, study and close

application gave him a knowledge of successful management and lie was one of the substantial

citizens of Fairfield county, being president of the Bridgeport .Malleable Iron Company, the

Troy Malleable Iron Company of Troy, New York, and the Vulcan Iron Works of New
Britain, Connecticut. He was born in Corinth. Saratoga county. New York, February 2.3,

1851, and was of Welsh and English descent, although the family has been represented on

American soil for many generations, his great-grandfather having been a soldier of the

Revolutionary war. His parents were Alonzo J. and Mary (Burritt) Grippin, the former a

highly respected farmer of Corinth.
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The son received soiiu'wluit liiiutcd educational ojipoi'tiinitics. lie attended successively

district schools, the village public schools and an academy at Ballston Spa, Nevi' York, but

his textbooks were put aside when he was fifteen years of age save that he afterward had

the benelit of a covirse in Eastuuui's Business. College at Pouglikeepsie, New York, in tlie

spring and summer of ISGU. In [September of that year he took up general office work with

Harrison & Kellogg, manufacturers of malleable iron castings at Troy, New Vork. A quarter

of a century passed and he had become president of tlie company, having been advanced

through various stages and intermediate positions, during which he thoroughly acquainted

himself with every phase of the business. E.xtending his efforts in the same field, he became
treasurer of the Bridgeport Malleable Iron Comjiany, was elected its vice president in July,

1904. and in November of the same year was chosen president. After November, 1894, he

was also president of the \'ulcan Iron Works of New Britain and a director of several other

companies. With every pliase of the iron industry in its manufacturing and sales depart-

ments he was familiar and his broad knowledge and long experience constituted the founda-

tion upon which he built his success. He also extended his efforts and investments into

banking circles and was a director of the Pequonnock National Bank of Bridgeport and the

Century Bank of New York city.

On the 10th of November, 1875. Jlr. Grippin was united in marriage to Jliss Adele

Jackson, of Ballston 8pa, New York, and their two children are William J. and Edna Adele,

the former now treasurer of the Eastern Malleable Iron Company and mentioned elsewhere

in this work, while the latter is Mrs. Dudley M. Morris, of Bridgeport. Mr. Grippin married

for his second wife Miss Jfinnie Tillou, of New Haven, in November, 1910, and she survives

him. He died Jlarch 1, 1911, at Grand Canyon, Arizona, and is buried in Bridgeport.

Mr. Grippin's interests outside of business were broad and varied and of a nature that

contributed to in<livi(hial and public progress. His political endorsement was given to the

republican party and he served for two unexpired terms and for one full term of three

years on the board of apportionment and taxation in Bridgeport. He belonged to the Seaside

Club, to the Contemporary Club, to the Bridgeport Yacht Club and to the Scientific and

Historical Society, but liis chief interest, jierhaps. was in his church work. He was a very

active member of the Baptist church and from 1896 until 1898 was president of the

Connecticut Baptist convention, while after April. 1904, he served on the board of the

American Baptist Home Mission Society of New York. His interests and activities were

never concentrated along a single line to the exclusion of those interests which develop

character or affect man in his relations to his fellowman. His standards of life were high

and his ideals found expression in his eHorts in the practical workaday world—efforts that

have called forth the best in those that he met, for he was a believer in working on the

constructive side of life, both for the individual and for the community at large.

WILLIAM J. GRIPPIN.

William .T. Grippin. treasurer of the Eastern Malleable Iron Comjiany, is one of the

well known men connected with the metal trades, with which he has been prominently iden-

tified since entering upon his business career nearly twenty years ago. Mr. Grippin was
born in Troy, New York, September 19. 1876, the only son of William Avery and Adele

(Jackson) Grippin. His father was one of Bridgeport's prominent manufacturers, of whom
further mention is made elsewhere in this work.

William J. Grippin was but a boy of eight years when his parents removed to Bridgeport,

since which time he has been a resident of this city. Graduating from the Bridgeport high

school in the class of 1894, he next entered Yale, finishing with the Sheffield Scientific class

of 1897. Selecting a business rather than a professional career, he returned to Yale for
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another year's study ami took a special course in law, believing such training to be most

valuable in the conduct of business affairs. In October, 1898, he became connected with

the Bridgejiort Malleable Iron Company. Beginning, as it were, at the bottom to learn the

business, he was advanced from one position to another until he became assistant super-

intendent and later superintendent and succeeded his father as treasurer and general manager.

He maintained this relation to the company until July 1, 1916. In the meantime the

Bridgeport Malleable Iron Company became a part of the Eastern Malleable Iron Company.

This is one of the important industrial enterprises of Connecticut and Mr. Grippin has had

an active part in the administration of the affairs of the company as a whole and also in

the operation of the Bridgeport plant. He has ever endeavored to introduce methods of the

highest efficiency and his well formulated plans have resulted in the attainment of desired

ends.

Mr. Grippin was united in marriage to Miss Ethel Kimber, of Bridgeport, and they

now have two children: Kenneth Kimber, born March 26, 1911; and Rosalind, born .June 25,

1912. Mr. Grippin is a member of the Brooklawn Country Club and the University Club of

Bridgeport and the Vale Club of New York. He turns to golf for recreation in summer and

to squash in winter. His political allegiance is given to the republican party, but his interest

is only that of a business man and citizen. Aside from his business his greatest activity is

in church affairs. He is a prominent member and worker in the Baptist church and was for

some years president of the Baptist Social Union of Connecticut. He succeeded his father

as a member of the board of the American Baptist Home Mission Society. His inHuence is

always on the side of progress and improvement and it is that of a man whose character

is the expression of his professions and his belief. Everywhere he is spoken of in terms of

the highest regard and while he has made a success in business, it is his natural worth which

has gained for him the feeling of friendship and respect wliich is so uniformly entertained

by those who know him.

F. B. HAWLEY.

Promiiipnt among the representatives of banking and industrial interests in Bridgeport

is F. B. Hawley. the president of the Spring Perch Company and president of the Bridge-

port Savings Bank. What he has accomplished represents the fit utilization of his innate

powers and talents. A native son of Bridgeport, Mr. Hawley was born in 1838, a son of

Captain Bronson Hawley, who was born in Bridgeport in 1800 and was a son of Wilson

Hawley. a descendant of .Joseph Hawley, who settled iri Stratford, Connecticut, in the early

part of the seventeenth century. The father of F. B. Hawley was a sea captain.

Reared in his native city, F. B. Hawley has always been identified wtih its Iiusiness

intetests and since the early '60s has been connected with the Spring Perch Company,

which was organized in 1847 and incorporated in 1854 by Edward Sterling, J. C. Lewis,

Eli Gilbert and Wheeler Beers. The business has been continuously located on John street,

althovigh the first location was on the south side of the street. The present plant was

begun in the '70s and the building, which is in part three and in part four stories in height,

is one hundred and eighty by three hundred feet. The upper tloor is occupied by tlie Trade

School. During the early '60s Mr. Hawley purchased an interest in the business and for

many years served as its treasurer, but upon the death of Edward Sterling in 1909 he wiis

elected to the presidency and at that time was succeeded in the treasurership by his son,

F. S. Hawley, while John C. Hawley became the secretary. The company manufactures leaf

springs for automobiles and carriages. These are sold direct to manufacturers all over New

England and the middle west. They employ about two hundred jieople. of whom sixty per

cent are skilled workmen. This is one of the carefully systematized and well managed
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liusiiirss cnteriirisos of Briilfjeport wliidi contribvite to the gfiieral activity and prosjicrity of

the city. In addition Mr. Hawley has other important business interests. He liyiiics ])roini-

nently in financial circles, having for several years been president of the Bridgeport Savings

Bank. He is the oldest trustee of that institution in point of service as previous to becoming

president he had served as vice president. At all times lie is recognized as a man of t;een

sagacity as well as of unfaltering enterprise and energy.

Mr. Hawley was married to Miss Jennie Curtis, a native of Bridgeport and a daugliter

of John an<l Susan Curtis, who came to this city at an early day. They became the parents

of eight chihiren. The eldest son, Frederick S., born in Bridgeport in 1860, was educated in

the public and high schools and afterward spent ten years in Minneapolis in the banking

business. Subsequently he returned to Bridgeport and since 1893 has been with the Spring

Perch Company, becoming treasurer when his father was chosen president of the company.

In ISST he married Margaret Chalmers, of Minneapidis, and they have three sons: Frederick

Bronson, who was gradiuited from Yale with the class of 1911 and is now a professor in

the University School; E<lgar M., who is a graduate of the Bridgeport high school and is

now with the Bullard Machine Tool Company; and Thomas C, who completed a course in

Pratt Institute of Brooklyn, New York, and is now in the engineering department of the

Remington Arms Company. Frederick S. Hawley is a well known and popular member of

the Seaside Club. The second of the family, Mrs. Susan (Hawley) Davis, residing on Golden

Hill street in Bridgeport, has two cliildren, a son and a daughter. Helen became the wife

of Victor S. Curtis, of New Haven. Connecticut, and they have one daughter, who is now

attending Vassar College. Frank C, residing in Watertown, South Dakota, is married and

has three children. William C. of Bridgeport, conducting business as a member of the firm

of Davis & Hawley, is married and has two children. Harriet is the wife of Arthur C.

Duncan, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and they have four children. Jennie is the wife of

Robert Wheeler, of Bridgeport, and they liave two children. John C. is married but has no

family. He is secretary of the Spring Perch Company.

The life history of F. B. Hawley contains an interesting military chapter inasmuch as

he is a veteran of the Civil war. liaving served with the Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteer

Infantry. He participated in many of the hotly contested engagements of that sanguinary

struggle and was wounded at Fredericksburg, Virginia. Wliile he joined the army as a

private, he became a lieutenant and ever jiroved a faitliful, loyal soldier. In days of peace

he has displayed equal allegiance to his country and has stood for those interests and projects

which work for American development and higher standards of citizenship. Joining the

Masonic fraternity, he has attained the Knight Templar degree in Hamilton Commandery

and he has also figured in the social circles of the city as a member of the Seaside Club,

the Brooklawn Club and the Country Club. A lifelong resident of Bridgeport, his record is

as an open book which all may read, and it is such a record as should stimulate the young

who are prompted by laudable ambition and who have regard for those qualities which

make for upright character.

CLINTON BARNUM SEELEY.

Fortunate is the man who has back of him an ancestry honorable and distinguished, and

happy is he if liis lines of life are cast in harmony therewith. In talents and in character

Clinton Barnum Seeley is a worthy scion of a race that has furnishe<l distinguished rejiresenta-

tives to New England, his ancestors having occupied a prominent place in the history of

Bridgeport and of Connecticut. He is a lineal descendant of Ensign Nathan Seeley, whose

father. Captain Nathaniel Seeley, of New Haven and afterward of Fairfield, was a distinguished

colonial hero. From pioneer times the fannly lias figured in connection witli the history of
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Bridgeport tliroujtli successive ^eiioiations down to tlie present, when Clinton Barnum Seeley

is president of the Bridgeport Trust Company.

A native of Bridgeport he was educated in the schools of New York city, where tlie

family home was maintained until ten years ago, although during that period he spent

tlie summer months in l^ridgeport at the country home. In 1907 he took up his abode in

Bridgeport, where he has since engaged in the real estate business and has also figured

prominently in financial circles. He was formerly vice president of the Pequonnock National

Bank and in i;)i:i became president of the Bridgeport Trust Company, and thus figures

actively in connection with business interests of the city. He is an active member of the

park board, being chairman of the playground committee. He is also connected with the

Board of Trades and he figures, moreover, very prominently in social circles as a member

of the Algomiuiii, Bridgeport Yacht and Brooklawn Country Clubs.

WILLIAM H. BATCHELLER.

It was in the year 1877 that William H. Batcheller became a resident of Bridgeport,

where he continued to reside until called to his final rest. I>uring that period he made for

himself a most creditable and enviable position in business circles and his life in every

relation measured up to high standards, making him a man whom to know was to respect

and honor. He was born in Grafton, Massachusetts, October 1, 1849, and was one of a

family of three sons, his brothers being George Clinton and Hiram Batcheller, who conducted

a New Y'ork store at No. 345 Fifth avenue. His parents were Moses and Sarah A. (Phillips)

Batcheller, the latter a descendant of the Rev. George Phillips, who came from Norfolk,

England, in 1630 and cast in his lot with the colonists who were planting the seeds of civiliza-

tion on the soil of the western hemisphere. Through his grandmother, Mrs. Polly Chase, and

his great-grandmother, Mrs. Pnidence Leland, Mr. Batcheller was related to two very old

and prominent New England families.

William H. Batcheller acquired his education in the graded schools of Grafton and the

high school at Worcester, Massachusetts, and when his textbooks were put aside he started

out in the business world as an employe of the firm of Forehand & Wadsworth, successors to

the Ethan Allen Firearms Company, with which he was connected until 1877. It was in that

year that he came to Bridgeport in connection with the Langdon & Batcheller Corset

Company and from that time until his demise he continued his residence in this city.

Entering the employ of the company, he started in a minor capacity but worked his way

steadily upward through all the departments of the business so that he was familiar with

every phase of the work and could intelligently direct the labors of those in his employ.

He advanced step by step until he became manager of the factory at Bridgeport, the company

having a plant in this city and also in New .Tersey and in England. Business was conducted

under the name of George C. Batcheller & Company, with William H. Batcheller as secretary

and manager of the Bridgeport ]daiit. Tliis was the pioneer corset company of the country,

being the oldest of the forty-two corset companies now engaged in manufacture in the

Ignited States. The business was established in 1836 under the name of W. S. Thomson,

the designer and promoter of the Thomson Glove Fitting corset. Later Mr. Thomson was

joined by a partner, leading to the organization of the firm of Thomson & Langdon, and

this eventually became Langdon, Batcheller & Company, while later changes in the ownership

led to the adoption of the name of George C. Batcheller & Company. The business was

established in Paris, where Mr. Thomson began the manufacture of corsets, but at the

outbreak of the Franco-Prussian war the plant was removed to London, England. I'p

to 1877 all of the product of the concern was manufactured in London and imported to the

United States, but in order to save duty on the imported goods a factory was built in



WILLIAM H. BATCHELLER





BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY 67

Bi-iilgeport in hSTT. Siiico that time various additions liave been madi; to tin; original plant

and it has lic<-n I'lilarycd from time to time until it is one of the most extensive and best

e(iui|i|i('d in the country, employing over two thousand men and women. As indieated, ilr.

Batelieller thoroughly mastered the business in every detail as well as in its major points

and such was his treatment of his employes that no strike ever occurred in his factory. He
was thorongldy just and when there was any difl'erence of opinion between himself and his

employes ho was always ready and willing to discuss the matter thoroughly with them and
in this way he brought about a satisfactory adjustment of the trouble. Those who served

him not only entertained for him the highest regard, but many of his old employes felt for

him tlie deepest attachment. In addition to his connecticui with this company Mr. Batcheller

was secrd-tary of the Connecticut Clasp Company and secretary of the Crown Corset Com-
pany, which erected and still owns n building at Bridgeport.

On the 14th of May, 18S4, at Bridgeport, Mr. Batcheller was married to iliss Maria
Frances Stearns, a daughter of Isaac Stearns, of Warren, Massachusetts. Thronglioiit tlie

remainder of his life his interest centered in his home. He was most devoted to his wife

and no matter how great his business cares or the demands made upon his time and attention

he was ever thoughtful of her. He passed away June 31, 1913, his death being deeply

regretted in every locality in which he was known. He was a charter member of tlie

Algonquin Club and also a member of the Elks and the Bridgeport Yacht Club. He likewise

belonged to the Republican Club of New York city and was a past grand of Arcanum
Lodge, No. 41, I. O. O. F. One of his strong traits of character was his thoughtfulness of

others and his consideration for their rights and privileges. He took the deepest interest in

his fellowmen, not from a sense of duty but because he regarded them as brother* and
colleagues in the world's work. His life exemplified many of the traits which are most
admirable and his memory is enslu-ined in tlie hearts of many with whonK he was closely

associated. He displayed sound judgment in his business ali'airs and the keenest discrimina-

tion, which manifested itself in the- readiness with which he recognized the value of an
opportunity. ^Vhat he undertook he accomplished. He was fortunate in possessing character

and ability that inspired confidence in otliers and the weight of his character and ability

carried him into most important business relations. He never deviated from a course which
he believed to be right between himself and his fellowmen and his achievements and his

actions at all times were the expression of the high principles that governed his life.

CHARLES BOOTH BUCKINGHAM.

Charles Booth Buckingham, president of N. Buckingham & Company, owning one of the

leading furniture houses of Bridgeport and also well known in other business connections,

is a native son of this city, where he figures so prominently in commercial and financial

circles, enjoying the honor and respect of all with whom he has been brought in contact.

He wa"s born September 20, 1847, a son of Nathan and Mary A. (Booth) Buckingham, the

former a merchant, descended from an old English family that was established at Milford,

Connecticut, in 1G39. In the maternal line he also comes of English ancestry, the Booth
family having been established at Stratford in 1640.

Charles Booth Buckingham attended the [jublic schools of Bridgi'port and afterward
became a student in the military school conducted by Colonel Emory F. Strong but left that

institution when a lad of sixteen years in order to enter the business world as an employe of

his father. It was in 1863 that he began work in his father's furniture factory and store

and he speedily mastered all the details of the furniture business concerning the methods
of both making and selling furniture. In this way he won promotion from time to time until

he was given in part executive control aii<l administration of the business. Throu"li the
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various offices lie lias ailvaiKcd until iie is now president and treasurer of X. Buckingham &
Company and tlius has U-ading voice in the management and direction of the extensive furni-

ture business owned and controlled by that firm—a business which has added to Bridgeport's

well earned reputation of being the industrial center of Connecticut. He is moreover a trus-

tee of the City .Savings Bank of Bridgeport.

In 1875 ilr. Buckingham was united in marriage to Miss Justine H. Bellows and they

had three children, of whom two are living, Nathan C. and Earl M., both associated with

their father in business. The wife and mother passed away in September, 1905. Mr. Bucking-

ham was married in 11)08 to Miss Susan Cliristine Gillette, a daughter of William and Susan

Buckingham Gillette, and a representative of an old Milford family. Mr. Buckingham is a

member of the Sons of the American Revolution and served on its state board for six years,

while of the General Sillimaii branch of that society he was president in 1905 and 1906. He

manifests the military spirit and the patriotic loyalty of his ancestry and for live years

had military training and exjierieiice as a member of the Connecticut National Guard. He

belonged to the Bridgeport Board of Trade for many years, also to the Bridgeport Business

Men"s Association and does everything in his power to advance the city's interests and extend

its commercial connections. Politically he is a republican. His religious faith is that of

the Universalist church and along purely social lines he has connection with the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows and with the Seaside Club. His activities in business have centered

along a single line and under his wise guidance his interests have grown to gratifying pro-

portions.

PHILIP L. HOLZER,

Prominent among the financial men of Bridgeport and Connecticut is Philip L. Holzer,

whose identification with many corporate and business interests has constituted a contributing

factor to the development of business conditions in this section of the state. He was born

February 20. 1854, in the city where he still resides, his parents being John and Catherine

(Andres) Holzer. The father was born, reared and educated in Germany and became a

lieutenant in tlie army of the grand duke of Baden, serving at the time of the revolution of

1848 and 1849. He afterward came to the new world and when this country became involved

in civil war he again was active in military service, becoming captain of Company B of the

First Regiment of Connecticut Volunteers. Witli that command he went to the front and

aided in the preservation of the Union.

Philip L. Holzer acquired his education in public and private schools of Bridgeport and

in the Bryant & Stratton Business College. He has throughout his entire life, however,

been a student, reading broadly and thinking deeply. He was a youth of but fourteen years

when he made his initial step in the business world, securing a clerkship in 1868 in the

office of J. & 0. A. Staples, who conducted a real estate and insurance business. A year and

a half later, however, he became assistant bookkeeper witli the wholesale grain firm of Crane

& Hurd. In 1870 he entered the Connecticut National Bank in the capacity of bookkeeper

and soon afterward was promoted to the position of teller and later to that of paying

teller, in which capacity he continued to serve until 1884. He then entered into copartner-

ship with his first emiiloyer. .lames Staples and his son Frank T. Staples, forming the firm

of James Staples cS: Comjiany, bankers, real estate and insurance agents. He then devoted

himself to the mastery of the insurance business, becoming acquainted with it in all of its

various phases, and several times he was called to the presidency of the Bridgeport Fire

Underwriters Association. He was also one of the organizers of the Connecticut State Asso-

ciation of Local Fire Insurance Agents, of which he became president. Into other channels,

too, he extended his efforts, becoming a director of the Holzer-Cabot Electric Company of
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Urookline, iMassaehusetts, a diiectur of The White JIaniifaetuiing Company of l!ii<l{;cpurt,

a diiector ami tieasiiier of the .Masonic Temple Association, a director and treasurer of the

^Mountain (irove Cemetery Association and a trustee of the Peoples Savings Bank.

ilr. Holzer has also been promineMtly identified with various fraternal interests. He is

a member of Corinthian Lodge, No. 104, F. & A. M., is a past commander of Hamilton Com-
mandery, No. 5, K. T., a member of Lafayette Consistory, A. &. A. S. R., and a past potentate

of Pyramid Tem|)le, A. A. O. N. JL S. In club circles he is a member of the Seaside Club,

of which he was formerly president, of the Algon(|iiin Club and the Brooklawn Country Club,

and he is likewise a member of Franklin Bartlett Camp, Sons of Veterans. His powers of

concentration constitute one of the strong elements in his life. He is capable of giving his

whole attention to the work in hand and turns with equal energy and vigor to the ne.\t

duty. It is this which has enabled him to cover a broad Held and various lines of activity.

He is known as one who has doiu' much to mold public thought and opinion along [lolitical

lines. In 1S96 he was elected alderman of Bridgejiort and the following year was chosen

president of the board. In 1898 he was appointed a member of the board of fire commissioners

and in 18<)9 was elected president thereof. In 190S he was elected to represent the twenty-first

district of Connecticut in the state senate and gave earnest consideration to various public

questions wliich came up for settlement and with equal persistence fought those projects

which he deemed inimical to the best good of the commonwealth. He is now serving as a

member of the park board of Bridgeport, and the development and extension of the city's parks

finds in him a stalwart supporter.

In 1878 Mr. Holzer was united in marriage to Miss Sara M. Smith, a daughter of .Jolm

(;iover and Margaret Porter Smith, representatives of old New England families. Mr. and

Jlrs. Holzer hold membership in St. .John's Protestant Episcopal church, and they have a very

wide acquaintance in Bridgeport, where the hospitality of the best homes is cordially accorded

tlu'ni.

.JOHN CHARLES LYNCH, M. D.

Dr. .John Charles Lynch, a prominent physician of Bridgeport who is specializing in

neurology, was born in the town of Trumbull, Fairfield county, Connecticut, February 6, 1865,

being the only son of Owen and Bridget Read Lynch, both of whom are now deceased. The
father was born in Ireland.

Dr. I^ynch spent his boyhood to the age of twelve years in Trumbull and then entered

the Emory Strong Commercial and Military Institute at Bridgeport, in which he spent four

years. \Yhen a youth of seventeen he became- a student in the New York College of Dentistry

and won the D. D. 8. degree upon graduation with the class of 1884. He afterward practiced

dentistry in New Y'ork city for about eighteen months and at the same time pursued the study

of medicine in the New Y'ork University, which conferred upon him his M. D. degree at his

graduation with the class of 1886. It was his work as a member of the dental profession

that brought him the money with which to meet the expenses of his medical course. Following

his graduation he opened an office in Newtown, Connecticut, but in the fall of the same
year he removed to Bridgeport, although, owing to ill health, he did not at once begin

practice. From April until November, 1887, he followed his profession in New Canaan,

Connecticut, and the following year returned to Bridgeport, where he has since actively engaged

in the practice of medicine, winning a well deserved reputation that establishes him as one of

the most prominent physicians of the city. He has made a specialty of the treatment of

mental and nervous diseases and in that connection has won a reputation that has made
him widely known far beyond the borders of his state. In fact his opinions as a diagnos-

tician and a neurologist are widely accepted as authority and for many years he has been
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adjunct piofoscir of iK'Urology in the New Vurk I'ost Graduate Suliool and visits tlie city

twice eacli week to deliver lectures in that institution. Previous to his connection with the

Post Graduate School he was adjunct professor in the New York Polyclinic. He has himself

taken post graduate work in the New York Post Graduate School, the Johns Hopkins

University of lialtiniorc and in the Harvard Medical College and has further supplemented

his knowledrrc by study in many of the largest cities of Europe, including London, Paris,

Vienna and Berlin, where he has come under the instruction of some of the most eminent

physicians and surgeons of the old world. He has gone abroad twelve times in the pursuit

of knowledge and of pleasure. For twenty years he has served on the staflF of the Bridgeport

Hospital and is now in charge of the department of neurology.

On the ISth of April, 1895, Dr. Lynch was united in marriage to Miss Sadia Esther Walls,

who was born in Springfield. Massachusetts, a daughter of Henry Jerome and Mary Caulwell

(Mclntyrc) Walls, who were also natives of the old Bay state and have now passed away.

In his student days Dr. Lynch had as one of his early medical preceptors the late Dr. Robert

Hubbard of Bridgeport, who was one of the most beloved physicians of this city, and in

honor of this early preceptor and friend Dr. Lynch and his wife named their elder son

Hubbard. He was born January 21, 1898, and is now a junior at Yale. The younger son,

John Charles, born December 10, 1901, is attending the Bridgeport schools.

Dr. Lynch has attained high rank in Masonry, reaching the Knight Templar degree of

the Y'ork Rite and the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite, and he has also crossed the

sands of the desert with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He has membership with the Bridge-

port, the Fairfield County and the Connecticut State Medical Societies and the American

Medical Association, and in these organizations his opinions along the line of his specialty

are listened to with great interest and careful consideration is given thereto, for he is an

acknowledged autliority upon mental and nervous diseases.

GEORGE WILLIAM JACKMAN.

The years of Bridgeport's phenomenal development—the years which made up the

last three decades of the nineteenth century and immediately followed the spectacular

success of Phineas T. Barnum, were productive of a great number of brilliant men whose

united efforts were in a large measure the material out of which that development was

wrought. The names of these men are deserving of perpetual honor on the part of the

community which they have so benefited and among them none is more so than that of George

William Jackman, whose death on August 15, 1913, ended a long and most useful career—

a career that contributed to the well being of the community in almost every department of

its life. ' ''

Mr. Jackman was a native of Vermont, born in the town of Barre, February 4, 1851.

His parents were Angier and Christina (French) Jackman, both members of prominent and

honored families of that state, the father himself being a conspicuous figure in the life of

the town. Angier Jackman was the owner of a small farm in the vicinity of Barre,

which he operated successfully, but he was best known in that region as an able and

honorable politician and official. He held at dilferent times many important offices in the

gift of his fellow citizens and was sheriff of Washington county and judge of the police

court there for many years. George William was the fourth of the five, children born to

him and his wife.

The early life of George William Jackman was spent on the paternal farm in the usual

pastimes and duties of childhood, chief among which was the gaining of his education in the

local schools. His ambition to make his mark in the world developed at an early age

and he left school while still' a mere lad to begin the active business of life. The clever
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and alert youth found no great difficulty in making his licginninj;. soon scrurini; xvitli tlic

Central Vermont Railroad Company a position as station agent at Waterbury, Vermont.

He always dcclaroil in later life tluit tlie experience in this capacity had been of great value

to him an<l had given him a clear insight into business methods that later served him in

good stead. He did not remain long in tliis employment, however, but engaged in the

granite business in various parts of his native state and in Chicago, lie continued in tliis

line for upwards of eight years and during that time nu-t witli considerable success. He was

ever on tlie alert, however, to find a larger field for his activities an<l at length found sucli,

when, about the year 1891, an oi)portunity arose to become connected with a group of

energetic young men in the organization of the Springfield Emery Wlieel Company. Tlu'

name of this concern was derived from the city of Springfield, Massachusetts, whicli was

chosen for its location. Mr. Jackman was chosen treasurer of the company w-hen it was

removed to Bridgeport, Connecticut, and he served in tluit capacity for some time, its growth

being attributable in no small degree to his capable handling of its affairs. Eventually he

bought the interests of his partners and became the sole owner and president of the concern.

The late P. T. Barnum had much to do with tlie removal of the company to Bridgeport,

and he built for it there a factory on Howard avenue. In the year I'.IOC) the company was

reorganized, receiving at that time tlie name of the Springfield Manufacturing Company,

by which it is still known. At the same time a fine new factory was built on Mountiiin

Grove street, where it has been located ever since. In 1!)08 Mr. Jackman finally witlidrew

from its management and sold liis interests therein and turned his attention to the direction

of his personal estate and tlie enlargement of his real estate holdings in Bridgeport, which

were already very great.

But the versatile mind of Mr. .Jackman was not one to be satisfied by an exclusive

attention to business. His interests were too broad and his .sympathies too sensitive to

permit him to close out of his life the other activities of the great world, which he turned

to at once for relaxation and with the sincere desire to aid his fellows.

Political questions and issues had interested him theoretically from his early youth,

and when he grew to manhood the practical application of the principles he held with no

little tenacity, claimed much of his attention. He was a republican in his beliefs and allied

himself with the party organization in Bridgeport. His name first came before the public

in this connection as his party's candidate for alderman from the fifth city district, an oflice

to which he was elected and in which he served during the term of 1906-7. The next oflice

held by Mr. Jackman was a member of the board of apportionment and taxation, to which

he was appointed in the latter part of the year 1909 and which he continued to hold until the

time of his death. Some time later the board of contract and supply was created and added

to the city government, and Mayor Wilson, of Bridgeport, appointed Mr. Jackman one of its

original members.

In social and fraternal circles Mr. .Jackman was a prominent figure. He was a member

of the Connecticut Society of the Sons of the American Revolution and was extremely active

therein, and he was also active in the Masonic order, having taken the thirty-second degree.

He was a member of St. John's Lodge, K. & A. M.; Hamilton Commandery, K. T.; and of the

Arab Patrol of the Mystic Shrine. He was also a member of the Knights of Pythias and for

many years of the Algonquin Club of Bridgeport. One of the very strong interests in Mr.

Jackman's life was his church. A Lnivcrsalist in belief, he was for many years a member

of the church of that denomination in Bridgeport, and for an equal length of time an ardent

participant in its work in the community. For many years he served as moderator of the

board of trustees.

Mr. Jackman was married when but nineteen years of age to Miss .Josephine Caswell,

of Washington, Vermont, a daughter of Nelson H. and Sibyl E. (Watson) Caswell, of that

place. Tlie Caswell familj', long prominent in that region, had contributed two of its

members to the Revolutionary war, in which they distinguished themselves by gallant
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service, and in virtue of wliiili Mrs. Jackman is a member of tlie Society of the Daughters

of the American Revolution. Tliese were Natlian Caswell and Nathan Caswell, Jr., the

great-grandfather and the grandfather respectively of Mrs. Jackman. The marriage of

Mr. and Mrs. Jackman took place September 26, 1870, at Barre, Vermont, and they were the

parents of two children: Charles X., who died at the age of ten years; and Burtis A., who

died when but si.\ months old. After that time ilr. and Mrs. Jackman adopted a little

daughter, Esther Leona liemis. who has since married Andrew B. Hicks, of Bridgeport. They

are the parents of two cliildrcn, (Jeorge Jackman Hicks and Doris May Hicks. Mrs. Jackman

survives her husband and still occupies the beautiful home erected by him at No, 2403

North avenue, Bridgeport, in 1894, of which he was particularly proud.

Mr. Jacknian's character was an unusually attractive one and combined many of the

traits that are associated with success. A face in which strong will and a genial temper

seemed e(|\ially to rule was the accurate mirror of his mind and heart, and his objects were

won as much by his power of persuading the thoughts of others as by his own direct and

forceful etforts to reach them. His friends were many and true, and his death caused a

feelin" of deep sorrow to spread through a wide circle of his fellows. His tastes were of the

manly open sort that are so powerful in their appeal to men—life in the open air and the

hardy sports connected therewith. Automobiling and allied pastimes formed his recreations

which he indulged in as often as the opportunity arose.

Mr. Jackman was an iuHuential figure and a popular figure in the general life of the

community as was well shown by the testimonials of admiration called forth by his decease.

The local press was loud in its ])raise of the strong and sterling qualities which liad raised

him to the position he occuiiied in popular regard, the following being from the Bridgejiort

Morning Telegram, which said in part:

"He was prominently identified with the industrial development of the city, prominent in

polities, in fraternal circles, in enterprises for the health and convenience of the public, in

movements to help the city to an economical conservation yet progressive development.

He was called successful and was in the common acceptation of tlie word. But he was

successful in many of the real things that contribute to individual community happenings—

the real success that in comparison makes the material gains seem .small. Mr. Jackman

was what is known as self-made. He was a surprise to his friends in the wealth of his

knowledge, in his grasp of practical aflfairs, and in his mastery of details. * " * Mr. Jackman

was reliable—in politics incorruptible—in business to his word—in friendship steadfast—in

his home affectionate and devoted; as a citizen public-spirited, in his church constant in

attendance and conspicuous in devotion to its interests."

HON. CTVILION FONES. D. D. "S.

Among those men whose efforts have lent dignity to the dental profession and who

are representatives of the highest type of American manhood and citizenship in Bridgeport

was numbered Hon. Civilion Fones. His life record spanned the intervening years between

October 1, 1836, and September 20, 1907, and his death was the occasion of deep and wide-

spread regret: He was born in Toronto, Canada, at a period w-hen his father, Cliristopher

Fones. an architect and builder, was actively engaged at his vocation in that city. The

ancestral records of the family show Dr. Fones to be a descendant of two prominent French

Hui'cnot families. His great-grandfather in the paternal line was exiled to England during

the reign of Eouis XIV and later became an officer in the English navy. At the time of his

retirement from naval service he was given a tract of fifteen hundred acres of land in

Rhode Island, where the town of Wickford now stands. It was there that Christopher Fones

was born. He married Sarali A. Marigold, of South Carolina, who was a descendant of an

old English family.
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Cixilion Fones acquired his early education in the schools of Toronto and of New York

city and his training prepared him for the profession to which his father devoted his atten-

tion and which the son followed for a short time. In 1858, however, he arrived in Bridgeport

and became connected with the pioneer dental manufacturing cstal)lishnient of Dr. 1). 11.

Porter, wliose plant and residence were located at the corner of Park and Fairfield avenue,

now tlie site of St. .lohn's cliuich. It was there that Dr. Fonqs began the study of dentistry.

He afterward attended th(! lialtimore College of Dental Surgeons, from wliich he was in due

time graduated. Upon his return to Bridgeport lie entered upon the practice of his profession

and for more than a quarter of a century was located at tlie northwest corner of Main and

Bank streets. For more than a quarter of a century Dr. Civillon Funes occupied a foremo.st

position in liis profession not only in Bridgeport l)ut throughout tlie state. Tliat lie enjoyed

in full measure the high regard and confidence of his colleagues and contemporaries was

indicated in his selection to the ])residency of the Connecticut Valley Dental Association

and the presidency of the Connecticut State Dental Society. In 1893 he was appointed by

Governor Morris one of the first five state dental commissicmers and upon the organization of

the commission was chosen its president, which position lie filled for a number of years.

Probably no other member of his profession in the state during the period of Dr. Fones'

activity wielded a greater infiuence for higher standards of professional service.

In civic affairs, too, he took a most prominent part. He was a stanch republican and on

that ticket was elected an alderman of Bridgeport in 1SS4, while in 1886 he was chosen mayor

of the city, in which office he served for two terms, his being a businesslike and progressive

administration that resulted in the inauguration of various needed reforms and improve-

ments. In 1886 he was one of the prime movers in the project to secure a new postotlice

building for the city and was empowered to take the necessary steps to secure the passage

of a bill to that end. With that object in view he went to Washington and was successful

in his mission. He instituted many improvements in the streets and in ])ublie buildings while

in office and his administration was a very progressive one. He belonged to a number of

clubs in the city and state and in 1892 served as iiresideiit of the Seaside Club. He was a

Scottish Kite Mason, attaining the thirty-second degree, and he was also a member of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He was clioscn to act as grand marshal in tlie great

military parade which was held at the time Bridgeport celebrated her bicentennial in 1888.

On the 21st of October, 1863, Dr. Fones was married to Miss Phebe E. Wright, a

daughter of Alfred S. Wright, of New York city, and tliree children were born to them:

George, who died in childhood; Grace Fones Copeland. of Pluladel]ihia; and Dr. Alfred C.

Tones, of Bridgeport, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work. A man of striking personal

appearance, always well dressed. Dr. F"ones possessed, moreover, a force of character that

operated so gracefully that leadership came without affront. He was an entertaining talker,

possessed unusual congeniality and made friends wherever he went. A thorough gentleman

at all times, he could adapt himself at once to any company. He was one of the city's best

known men and had a very wide acquaintance, being highly rcs[iectcd and enjoying a degree

of popularity that is accorded to but few.

ALFRED C. FONES, D. D. S.

Dr. Alfred C. Fones has taken a notably advanced step in relation to dental practice

on the side of prevention of oral diseases. In. fact, he has instituted progressive campaigns

for the dissemination of knowledge that will minimize trouble of that character and his

interesting, instructive and scientific writings on dental hygiene have nuide his opinions

largely accepted as authority upon the questions of wliich he treats.

Because of his progressive work in this connection Bridge])ort inay well be proud to
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claim Dr. Foncs as one of licr luilive suns, lie was here born December 17, 1SC9, a son of the

lion, t'ivilion Fones, a descendant of two prominent French Huguenot families and of whom
a more extended mention will be found elsewliere in this work. Dr. Alfred C. Fones, after

completing a course in the liridgeport high school entered tlie Xew York College of Dentistry,

from which he was graduated with the class of 181)0. He then returned to Bridgeport to

enter into practice with liis father, with whom he was associated for seventeen years, or

until the hitter's death. There is no more devoted, prominent nor progressive representative

of the profession in Bridgeport or New England than Dr. Fones»

Aside from his active professional work he has written many articles on dental hygiene

and is doing wonderful things in connection with the schools of Bridgeport in instructing

the young as to the care and preservation of the teeth. For many years he has been an

advocate of trained dental nurses or hygienists and established a training school in connection

with his office, in wliich he is training thirty dental hygienists at the present time. He has

turned his garage into a lecture room, in which he, with the aid of many prominent

educators, has given instruction to three classes of these hygienists. The room is equipped

with everything to facilitate such a course. His office building is constructed of Fisk tapestry

brick of twelve different shades and trimmed with white marble. It has a large reception

room with tile lloor, commodious offices and rest rooms. A beautiful stairway biiilt

of Italian marble leads to the second floor and the side walls are of American hazel.

On tlie second floor are four operating rooms and there are two prophylactic rooms, used

by dental hygienists. There is also a fine, well equipped laboratory and an X-ray room, and

in connection with these there is a lunch room, enabling the hygienists to have their noon

meal there. The lighting, ventilating and heating arrangements are of the best and there

is perhaps no more complete or better equipped dental office in the country. He is insistent

in advocating the sanitation of the teeth and mouth and for many years has been advocating

the establishment of a system of preventative clinics in the public schools, believing that if

the proper care and instruction in dental hygiene were given to the children in the schools,

diseases of tlie mouth would be greatly reduced, resulting in a healthier race of people in a

few years. Dr. Fones has but recently completed the preparation of seven thousand feet of

films for moving pictures to be used for educational purposes, showing the work in the

scliools. His heart and soul are in this work and his broad study enables him to speak with

authority and with the force of leadership. He is chairman of tlie committee appointed by

the Bridgeport Board of Healtli, having charge of the dental wink in the public scliools, and

holds classes three nights a week. He is a member of both the Northeastern and the

National Dental Associations and of the latter was chairman of the committee on oral

hygiene. He is also a member of the Bridgeport Dental Society, and ex-member of the

State Dental Commission and ex-president of the Connecticut State Dental Association.

Moreover, he is a member of the board of education and is a member of the committee that

is drafting a new city charter. He has membership in the Brooklawn Country Club, but

has little time for its activities, so great are the demands made upon him professionally.

The consciousness of splendid work done, however, is certainly his and the beneficial results

of his labors are immeasiiiahle.

HON. CLIFFORD B. WILSON.

M.lny t.iiigiblc cviilonccs of his intense public spirit and devotion to the general good

may he cited concerning CliffVud B. Wilson, mayor of Bridgeport and lieutenant governor of

Connecticut. In fact there are few interests of public concern in recent years with which he

has not been associated, his influence always being given on the side of progress, reform

and inipidvcment. His life record stands in contradistinction to the old adage that a prophet
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is not without honor save in his own country, for Mi. Wilson is a native son of fiiid-i'port,

born D.'fcmlKM- 2, 1S7U. Mis faflii>r. .lanu's A. Wilson, was liorn in Kairlield cunnty. where
the family lias been represented fur two hniulreil anil lifty yeais, the American progenitor
having come to the new world early in the seventeenth century. James A. Wilson devoted
his attention and energies to the [uofession of teaching for a considerable period and after-
ward became an attorney. He dii-d in ISDT, wliile his wife, who boie the maiden name of
llary K. Wordiii and belonged to an early Connecticut family, survived until 1915.

Spending his youthful days under the parental roof, Clifl'ord B. Wilson was edncateil in

the schools of Bridgeport and. following in his father's footsteps, prepared fur the bar, his

knowledge of the law constituting a valuable asset in his able administratiim of affairs of

city and state, lie entered polities as an active factor when elected alderman from the fifth

district. He served from 1907 until I'.tOU as a member of the council and was president of
the board and acting mayor in 1908 and 1909. He nnule an excellent record in the city

council and was afterward chosen by the juilges of the supreme and superior courts for the
ollice of coroner of Kairlield county, which oilice he resigned January 1, 19ia. Awain he made
an excellent record and the ability and li.lelity which he displayed caused him to be con-
sidered for further political duties and honors. In 1911 he was made the republican candi-

date for mayor of Bridgeport and was chosen to that office, to which he was reelected in

1913 and in 1915, so that he is now serving for the tliird term, his administration bein"
characterized by much that is conducive to municipal welfare and hioh civic standards.

He has been instrumental in bringing about many improvements in public buildinfs
and during his administration the new high school building has been erected and new bridn-es

built on Stratford avenue. East Washington avenue and Grand street. New fire and police

stations have been built and the manual system of fire alarms introduced. He has brought
about improvements in both the police and fire forces and has replaced horses with motor
driven apparatus in the fire department. There is no phase of the city's needs which has not
commanded his close attention, thorough investigation and eliicient efl'ort for improvement.
He has placed the board of health and the board of charities' on an eftieient workinc basis.

A new welfare building is being erected and clinics for the benefit of the public are being

established. A new almshouse has also been built and he has given much thought and con-

sideration to the improvement of streets, resulting in the extension and broadening of

the thoroughfares for the purpose of relieving congested centers. The rapid development of

the city, owing to the establishment of many factories here, has led to a gi-owth in the

city's population that could not have been anticipated, and while work of caring for the

increase has been steadily carried forward, Mr. Wilson recognized the necessity for further

strenuous efl'ort to meet existing conditions and is doing much to make adequate the public

health service and the transportation and housing facilities. Every branch of the public

service has had increased duties and responsibilities, owing to Briilgeport's rapid growth,

and the city lias realized that at its head there must be a man of practical business qualifi-

cations, who while working to meet the exigencies of the hour, must plan also for the

future. Another tangible evidence of Jlr. Wilson's close study of the situation has been

the providing of conveyors whereby the sewage of the city will be treated before being dis-

charged into the Sound, thereby preventing the pollution of the water. He was a member
of the committee which drafted the building code for Bridgeport and it was adopted after lie

became mayor. In politics he has always been a republican but has ever made partisan.ship

subservient to the public good and placed the general welfare before personal aggrandize-

ment. His S]ilcndid service as mayor of Bridgeport brought him before tlie iniblic and in 1914

he was nominated by his party for the office of lieutenant governor, to which position he was
elected in 1914 and again in 1916, so that he is now the second executive of the state.

In Milford, Connecticut, on the 10th of November, 1914, Mr. Wilson was married to Miss

Anastasia C. Dorsey, of Hartford, Connecticut. He is a Mason of high rank, belonging to

the Knight Templar commandery and to the Scottish Rite consistory and also to the Mystic
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Shrine. Moreover, he is a past grand of Pequonnock Lodge, No. 4, I. 0. 0. F., and a past

chief patriarch of Slratfield I'.ncampmcnt, No. 23. He likewise has membership with the

Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Sons of Veterans and the Gcrmania Society and in

cliil) circles lie is well known as a representative of the Bridgeport and Algonquin Clubs. He

enlisted in C'Dinpany B, Third Infantry, Connecticut National Guard in August, 1904, and

became in turn corporal, sergeant, second and first lieutenant, and captain. He was captain

when the regiment was made the Coast Artillery Corps and Company B became the Fourth

Company of said corps. He was placed upon the retired list of officers of the guard at his

request in 1908 as ea[)tain, was appointed chairman of the board of recruiting officers for

the Home Guard and appointed colonel of the Fairfield county regiment of the same. His

public record has covered an extended period, and among those in public service none have

been more faultless in honor, fearless in conduct and stainless in reputation.

^^^LUAl[ e. burxham.

William E. Burnham. identified with many corporate interests which have had much

to do with shaping the industrial development not only of his city but also of his state,

figuring likewise in other business connections and as a factor in the public life of tJie

community, conies of a family that has been identified with the state from the earliest period

of Connecticut's colonization. The ancestral line is traced back to Thomas Burnham, who

came from England among the early Puritans, settling in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1635.

Edward Goodw-in Burnham, father of William E. Burnham, was the founder of the Eaton,

Cole & Burnham Company, of which lie became the vice president, the other officers being:

John Eaton, president; E. H. Cole, treasurer; J. C. Bloom, assistant treasurer; and W. H.

Douglas, secretary. It was in 1860 that Edward G. Burnham removed from Massachusetts

to Bridgeport. He learned his trade at a time when metals and fuel for melting had to be

carted by horse from the sea coast. Not long after his arrival here he began the manu-

facture of brass and iron valves, cocks and goods for use for steam, water and gas. Under

his guidance the business grew and developed and in 1876 a company was organized and

Mr. Burnham joined forces with Eaton & Cole, a firm engaged in the same line. The

business was capitalized for three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. They secured

increased facilities for manufacturing, the works were enlarged and the variety of the

products increased and thus was instituted the important and growing business of which

William E. Burnham is the head. His father remained in active connection with the

enterprise for a long period and was the moving spirit in its growth and development.

He was also prominent in the public life of the community and served as a member of the

Bridgeport board of public works and also as a member of the state senate.

William E. Burnham was but four years of age at the time of the removal of the

family to Bridgeport, so that he began his education in the public schools here and supple-

mented his early training by two years' study in Seabury Institute at Saybrook, after which

he spent six years in a private school at Bridgeport. He then entered his father's brass and

iron works in order to acquaint himself with the business in every phase and detail. He

began as handy man at the machine shop, and advancing step by step, thoroughly

acquainted himself with every branch of the business, not only in the processes

of manufacture but in the control of the sales and all tliat had to do with placing

the product upon the market and tlie careful management of its financial interests. He

served at <lifrerent times in the offices of the company, becoming vice president, assistant

treasurer and manager. His efforts were followed by tlie rapid growth of the business,

which became one of the largest and l)ist known brass and iron industries of Connecticut. In

190.") his father and he disposed of their interests to Chicago parties and retired from active

connection therewith. In the meantime the business had developed until there were more
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than fifteen hundred employes, demanding from time to time larger quarters and inereaaed

faeilitics. After severing liis conneetion with tlie old firm Mr. Burnhani was elected to the

presidency of the Pacific Iron Works, also l)ecauu> treasurer of tlie Tlionias I'hillips

Company and a director of the Bridgeport Crucible Company, while of the Connecticut

National Bank he was chosen a director. Tlius his busin<'Ss connections have extended into

a broad field and have constituted important elements in the substantial business growth
of the city.

On the 10th of Uecember, IS.s-l, Mr. I!\M-nham was unitecl In marriage to Miss llattie .1.

Kiefer and they reside on Fairfield avenue in liridgi'port, occupying one of the city's

beautiful homes. Jn religious faith ilr. Burnham is an Episcoi)alian and he is interested

in many forces which work for individual betterment and community upbuilding. He is a

director of the Bridgeport Hospital and he is also a director of the Boys Club of liridgeport

and of the Bridgeport public library. In politics he is a loyal re[niblican but has never

been an ofiice seeker. Hi 1908, however, he was a delegate to the republican national conven-

tion and was chosen one of the republican presidential electors for Connecticut. In 1897

he was made park commissioner of Bridgeport and served for seven years. There is no

phase of the city's development in which he has not been interested and on many occasions

has been a leader in those movements which have brought about good results. He is a

Ivnight Temjjlar and Scottish Rite Mason and he also belongs to Pyramid Temple of the

Mystic Shrine. He likewise has membership with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks

and in club circles his membership extends to the Algonquin Club, the Brooklawn Country

Club, the Seaside Club and the Bridgeport Yacht Club, to the Union League Club of New
Haven, the New York Y'acht Club and the Uahnundasis Country Club, of Utica, New York.

He is a devotee of outdoor sports and is an active supporter of movements which have

come about through a recognition of the fact that an even balance is maintained only when
one cannot only work well but also play well.

ANKER S. LYHNE.

Arriving in America when a youth of thirteen years. Anker S. Lyhne has since utilized

every available opportunity for advancement and in his business career has displayed not

only- enterprise and progressiveness but also the spirit of initiative, so that he has now
reached a creditable position in industrial circles as president of the Bridgeport Metal Goods

Manufacturing Company. He was born in Denmark. December .3, 1865, a son of Jens P. and

Juliana (Berg) Lyhne. The father died in Denmark, after which the mother came to the

United States but is now deceased.

It was in 1ST9 that Anker S. Lyhne crossed the Atlantic, after which hr attended

school for two years in Brooklyn, New York. On the expiration of that period he went to

New Haven, Connecticut, and for a decade was with Sargent & Company, having charge

of the cost and estimating department. He was the first man in New England to promote

a real department of that character, thus instituting a feature of business which has since

become a department of practically all great luanufacturing and industrial concerns. Li-aving

Sargent & Company, he becaiue superintendent of the New Britain Hardware Manufacturing

Coilipany, with which he was associated for ten years, and in 1901 he went to the Bridgeport

Brass Company as assistant superintendent, also having charge of their estimating depart-

ment. His connection with that corporation was maintained until 1909, when he organized

the Bridgeport Metal Goods Manufacturing Company, then at .15 S]iruce street. He has been

president since the organization of the company and the business has steadily developed

owing to his careful management and executive control. In 191G the growth of the trade

justified the erection of a new factory on Cherry street, to which the business was removed
Vol. n—
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in I'JIT. The iiuiiu buildin;,' is tliiL-e hundred and twenty by sixty feet, is four stories in

lieiglit, is of mill eonstruetioii and is equipped with a sprinkler system. The plant also includes

a boiler house sixty by seventy-live feet. The company manufactures a large variety

of metal goods made from sheet, rod, wire and casting, and they take large contracts from

other firms. This company also owns the business conducted under the name of the

Usona Manufacturing Company at No. 1 Hudson street, New York, with branches in Toledo,

Ohio, and San Francisco, California. They manufacture a line of Hash lights which is one

of the best and most complete lines on the market. Mr. Lyhne possesses marked inventive

genius as well as mechanical skill and ingenuity and his study and experiment work have

resulted in the production of many valuable devices. In fact he has taken out several

hundred patents. In the company's tool room are found from forty to fifty tool makers,

highly skilled. The output of the factory is now- marketed all over the world and the

name of the Bridgeport Metal Goods Manufacturing Company has become the synonym of

standard ijuality. The company has its own plating and finishing department, which is one

of the most complete in existence. There are six hundred employes, most of whom are

skilled workmen, and the business amounts to two million dollars annually. In addition

to the sjiaee already occupied, there is a tract of two and one-half acres owned by the

company ready for additional buildings. They also operate another factory known as the

Hotchkiss factory. The giowth of the business has been most gratifying. Within eight

years it has assumed mammoth proportions, becoming one of the large and important

industrial enterprises of Bridgeport.

On the 1st of October, 1890, Mr. Lyhne was married to Miss Alice E. Stoneman, of New

Haven, and they became parents of four children: William S., who is in business with his

father; Richmond W., now residing in California; Helene J., at home; and Florence E., who

was a twin sister of Helene but is now deceased.

In politics Mr. Lyhne maintains an independent course, voting according to the existing

conditions, supporting the men whom he thinks will best serve the public interests. Fra-

ternally he is connected with the Masons and has attained the Knight Templar degree of the

York Rite and the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He is also a member of the

Mystic Shrine and he is a past eminent commander of Hamilton Commandery, No. 5. He

belongs as well to the Algonquin Club and he and his family attend the Congregational

church. They occupy an enviable social position, having an extensive circle of friends in

Bridgeport. The life record of Mr. Lyhne is one which deserves high endorsement and

commendation. Starting out in the business world empty handed when a youth in his

teens, he has advanced steadily step by step and his orderly progression has brought him into

prominent industrial relations.

WILLIAM R. WEBSTER.

William R. Webster is not only widely known as one of the executive officers of the

Bridgeport Brass Company, but has long been regarded as an authority upon many questions

relative to the use and properties of metals. His broad study and wide experience have

enabled him to speak with autliority along those lines anil his opinions are accepted as

standard. Mr. Webster is a native of Oyster Bay, Long Island, his birth having there occurred

on the .iOth of April, 1868, his parents being William K. and Helen (Stejdienson) Webster, the

former a retired capitalist.

After acquiring a public school education William H. Webster attended the Betts

Academy at Stamford, Connecticut, and the Norwich Free Academy and in 1890 was graduated

from Cornell Univer.sity with the degree of Mechanical Engineer. His early business experi-

ence came to him through two years' connection with Westinghouse, Church, Kerr & Com-
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paiiy of New Wnk and lie iiftorward sjioiit a Vfiir witli the AhiMiirmiii liia^^s & Bronze Company
of Bridgeport. During tliese periods lie was gaining added knowledge, e.xperienee and ellieieney

whieh led to his ajipointment as superintendent of the Bridgeport Copper Company, in

whieh capaeity he ser\ed for four years. In 1897 he entered the employ of the Bridgeport
Brass Company in the position of forennin of the rolling mill and afterward was made
superintendent of the raw material department. In time lie was advanced to the position

of general superintendent, followed hy his eleetion to the seeond vice presidency, wliile in

1914 he became vice president of the business and is now the seeond executive oHicer in an
enterprise that furnishes employment to more than three thousand workmen, while its plant
covers several blocks and shows the latest e(iuipment for brass manufacturing. The company
not only manufaetures seamless tubing, sheet brass, rods and wires, but also all kinds of

metal specialties, and its output is shii)ped to every part of the world. .Mr. Webster is

also a director of the Bridgeport Trust Company.

In IH'ja .Mr. Webster was united in marriage to Miss Susan W. Hinckley, of Norwich,
Connectieut, and their children are: Eleanor, and William H., Jr., born January 16, 1U05.

The parents are inembers of yt. John's Episcopal church and Mr. Webster is well known as
a supporter of the republican Jiarty. He is prominent in club circles, being an e.x-president

and member of the University Club, and of the Contemporary Club and a member of the
Brooklawn Club. He also belongs to the Engineers Club ol New Vurk, to the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, the Society of .Auto Engineers, the .\merican Society for

Testing Materials and the American Institute of Metals, of which he has served both as

vice president and jiresident. He belongs also to the Institute of Jletals of Great Britain and
is an associate member of the American Society of Naval Engineers. He has written
authoritative papers on metal subjects whieh have been regarded as most valuable contribu-

tions to scientific literature. In the midst of the stress of interests of far-reaching importance
he has found time to devote to local interests and is a member of the Bridgeport board of

education.

WALTER H. KNIGHT.

Walter II. Kniglit, president of the Bridgeport Projectile Company, has throughout his

business career displayed those qualities of resolution, determination and persistency of

purpose which lead to success, and the tangible result of his developing powers, bis inde-

fatigable energy and his laudable ambition, is seen in the plant of the Bridgeport Projectile

Company, which was incorporated on the 1st of .\pril, 1915. Mr. Knight is a native of Ohio.

He was born in 1858 and after acquiring a public school education in that state attended

the Cincinnati University. His entrance into business life was made in connection with
the General Electric Company of Schenectady, New York, whieh gave him charge of the

railroad department, and there he remained for si.^ years. Later he became consulting

engineer in the Metropolitan Street Railway Company of New York and also with the Long
Island Railway Company, and subsequently took the presidency of the Bridgeport Projectile

Company, which has as its ofiicers: George W. Hoadley, of New York, chairman of the

board; Jlr. Knight as president; Archibald MacNeil, Jr., of Bridgeport, as vice presiiient;

Carl Heynen, of New York, as treasurer; and A. D. Tappen, of New York, as secretary. The
[ilant on Cnion avenue covers seven acres and was established at a cost of twci million

dollars, including forge buildings which are of steel, brick and glass construction and machine

shops of steel, brick and wood. There are four different buildings, the forge shop, the power

house, the machine shop and the gun plant. The buildings are equipped with the sprinkler

system and altogether this is one of the most modern factories in Bridgeport, covering two

hundred and si.xty thousand square feet of floor space. They generate their own electricity
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ami the inacliincs aro iliivcii l)y two tliousaml the hundred horse power turbo-generators.

Tlie group system of motors ii used with individual motors in the gun works. This is one

of the largest estal)lislinu'nts in the United States for tlie manufacture of ordnance supplies

and ammunition. 'J'hey are ni>w building one liunilrcd and forty-six five inch guns for the

United States which are being constructed at the cost of one million four hundred thousand

dollars. Thoy make guns from one pounders up to six inches in size. They emplo}' from

three hundred to five hundred highly skilled machinists and there are no women in the

plant beyond the ofiice force. Tlieir specialty is steel shells and guns, and they have on

hand contracts with the United States government amounting to over three million dollars.

They do no foreign business, being unique in this regard, their manufacture being solely for

the United States government, largely in three to six inch shells. The management feels

that this country gets the best of everything and prefers to sell their products to their own

country rather than to the foreign trade. The plant has a capacity of from five thousand to

fifty thousand shells per day, according to size, with the capacity of one three inch gun per

day and two five and six inch guns per week. The raw material is brought in by rail, and

the plant, with its splendid ec]uipment, takes this material, turning it into the finished

product in a comparatively short space of time.

Mr. Knight turns from the pressure of strenuous business duties and responsibilities to

the Algonquin Club and the Country Club for recreation. He is appreciative of the social

amenities of life and his jierscuial qualities have made him popular in those organizations.

WALTER SHERWOOD WILJIOT.

Walter Sherwood Wilmot, treasurer of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Com])any, has spent his

entire life in the city which is yet his home. His paternal grandfather built the first brick

store in New Haven and put down the first brick paving in that city on Orange street. In

1840 he removed to Bridgeport and purchased what became known as the old Wilmot home-

stead on Stratford avenue, where he continued to reside until his death. That property

was also for a long period the home of Samuel Wilmot. father of Walter Sherwood Wilmot

of this review, although for some years he was in business in Savannah, Georgia, where he

remained until the outbreak of the Civil war. He had previously spent his summers in

Bridgeport but continued his business connections at Savannah until hostilities were

inaugurated, when he took up his permanent abode in this city. He was one of the early

members of the board of directors of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company, thus serving in

the '60s and '70s, and was an active factor in developing and controlling the company's inter-

ests. He was closely as.sociated with .Joseph S. Richardson, \\ illiam D. Bishop and Amos S.

Treat in the building of the old Island Brook reservoir. He also became a prominent factor

in financial circles of the city and was a director of the Pequonnock National Bank, the City

National Bank and the Connecticut National Bank. He took an active and helpful interest

in all things that pertained to public progress and improvement and for a time served as

a member of the board of aldermen. His death occurred in the year 1894 and the city thereby

lost one of its representative men—one whose work had been of worth in promoting the

material develoi)ment and public interests of Bridgeport. In early manhood he married

Lucretia Sherwood, of Fairfield, Connecticut, a daughter of Walter Sherwood, who was owner

of a wool carding business at Mill Plain and a re|)resentative of one of the old pioneer fami-

lies of this state. To Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wilmot were born five children: William F., who

died in Utah several years ago; Fannie, who became the wife of diaries Y. Beach, son of

Moses Beach, the owner of llu' New York Sun, her death occurring in IS'.tO; Horace S., who

married Alice liurlork, a daiigliter of W. E, HurloiU of tlie liurlock Shirt Company, and
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passed away in 1910; W. 8., cjf tliis lovit-w: ami Mary D.-F.iicst, W'ilmdt, wljo died at

Savannah, (Georgia, in 1866.

W. 8. Wilmot has always remaini'd a resident of liiidjjeiioit and lias seen it develup I'ruin

a place of thirteen thousand inliabitants to the present eity that now ranks as the industrial

center of Connect icut, with its ini|iortant niaiuifaclurinj.; and coiiiniercial interests reachinj;

out along trade lines to every ]iarl not only of the country but of the world. In early man-

liood Mr. Wilmot became identilii-il with the Bridgeport Hydraulic Coiiiliany, of which his

father had been one of the founders and early owners. He became the secretary of the com-

pany and so continued until the death of ilr. DeForest, when he was elected treasurer. His

identiticatiim with the business dates from 1ST4 and for twenty years he lias continued in

his present connection, giving his undivided atti-ntion to the business.

On September 12, 1S93, in New York, Mr. Wilmot was married to Miss Sarah Tower, of

Cornwall on the Hudson, a daughter of Francis Jlarioii 'lower, who was secretary of the Howe

JIachine Conqiany, of Bridgeport and later manager of the Howe Machine Company, of Glas-

gow, Scotland. Jlr. and Jlrs. Wilmot became the parents of three children: Saraii, who is

a graduate of Smith College: Walter S., .Jr.. who wa> born .May 20, ISIIS. in Bridgeport, and

is a student at the Choate School, preparing for Cornell: and Marion Tower, wlio was born

.September 5. 1'.I02. and is attending the Bridgeport high school. The name of Wilmot has

figured prominently in the business and social circles of Bridgeport thi'ough numy decades

and has ever been a synonym of progressiveness in every relation.

JIOSES W. M.\XWAK1X(;.

Jloses W. Manwaring. jn-esident of tlie American Hank & Trust Company, occupies a

most creditable position in industrial ami financial circles in Bridgeport, wliere he has long

enjoyed tlie reputation of being a forceful, resourceful ami capable man. He was born at

East L}-nie, Connecticut, August IS, l.'i45, his parents being Allen W. anil Lydia (Warren)

Manwaring. Her father was Moses Warren. wIiom' father and grandfatlier also bore the

name of Moses Warren, and the grandfatlier surveyi'd a tract of land in Ohio wliich was

granted to Connecticut for the participation of her sons in the Revolutionary war. He also

laid out the city of Cleveland. Ohio, and named Euclid avi'iuie, one of the most beautiful

thoroughfares of all the country. He liad rendered aitive aid to the colonies as an olBcer

in the struggle for independence and he was connected with tlie Warren family of Boston,

of which General AVarren, the commander of Bunker Hill, was a representative. Allen W.

Manwaring. a son of Isaac Manwaring. was a shipwright by trade and was employed in

various shipyards.

iloses W. Manwaring pursued his education in the )iulilic schotds of East Lyme and

New London. Connecticut, and ultimately took up tin- Inisiness of contracting and building.

In the spring of 1869 he came to Bridge|)ort, where he at once entered into active con-

nections with bnilding operations. Later he became associated with the Union Metallic

Cartridge Company in the erection of the new biiildings for that cor]ioration—a business

which monopolized his time for eighteen years. In IK'.ll he bought out the Curtis Brothers

plumbing business and is still engaged in that line. In November, 1912, he was one of

those who organized the American Bank and Trust Company, of which he has since been the

president. The other officers are: L. Kutscher, .Ir.. vice president; Eugene L. Sullivan, vice

president; R. .1. MacKenzie, vice ]ircsident: Albert W. Trenniiu. secretary-treasurer; A. .1. S.

Silliman, assistant treasurer: and F. -1. Huda. -Tr.. assistant treasurer. In addition to these

the directors are 8. Loewith, F. .1. Ostrofsky. -J. B. Gregory. .T. A. Spafl'cucl. V. M. West,

.J. P. Frisbie. Charles W. Ptlomm. William M. Thomas. William H. Comley. dr.. D. H. Ferris,

W. S. Woodruff, G. E. Scofield, R. E. Parsons, Stefan Buda, George C. Edwards. Patrick
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McGee, Gn^goiy 8. Biyaii, J. L). ^^lady and Cliarles G. Sehwaiz. In the various lines to

whicii lie lias liirected his aitivity Mr. iManwariiig has ever proved himself a forceful and

resoureel'ul man, aeeoiiiplishing his purposes by sheer force of will, determination and a

fapabilil_v that has led to the reeognitioii and utilization of all ojiportunities.

in JS72 Mr. Manwaring was married to Miss ii. Louise Comstock, a daughter of John

J. Comstock, of East Lyme, Connecticut. They have one daughter, Bessie W., who is a grad-

uate of Wellesley College and has taken a course at Vale and is now a teacher of English

literature at Wellesley. The family are members of the Congregational church. Politically

Mr. Manwaring is a republican and at various times has been called to public office, in the

'70s he served as councilman from the fifth ward and afterward was alderman from that

ward for two or three terms. He has served as city treasurer since 1913 and for one term

lie was a member of the state senate. He was one of the first members of the Bridgeport

Business Men's Association, of whicli he has been the president for two terms. In establishing

that organization and in furthering its work he has contributed in large measure to the

upbuilding and improvement of the city along various lines. What he has attempted for

the public good he has lar^^ely accomplished and his efforts have been farreaching in their

scope and effective in their purpose. He is justly classed as one of the valued and repre-

sentative citizens of Bridgeport.

WALDO CALVIN BRYANT.

Starting out in the business world when a jouth of fourteen years to learn the

machinist's trade, Waldo Calvin Bryant through the intervening period has displayed at all

times close application and unfaltering enterprise and as the years have advanced his activi-

ties have broadened in scope and importance until he is now one of the well known manu-

facturers of Bridgeport, being president, treasurer and general manager of the Bryant Electric

Company, also of the Perkins Electric Switch Manufacturing Company and an officer in

various other business enterprises which have constituted elements in the continuous com-

mercial progress and development of his city.

Mr. Bryant was born in Winchendon. Massachusetts. December 17, 186.J, and after

acquiring a public school education began learning the machinist's trade during vacation

periods when a youth of fourteen years. This dominated his further educational training.

At sixteen years of age he entered Cushing Academy at Asliburnliam, Massachusetts, therein

preparing for a course in the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, from which he was graduated

in 1884, with the degree of Bachelor of Science, when a youth of twenty years. He then

entered the employ of the Thomson-Houston Electric Company at Lynn, Massachusetts, in

the expert department and after one month was transferred to Bridgeport as assistant to

George Cutter in the operation of the city electric light ]ilant. He was thus engaged until

the spring of 1885, when a local company took charge of the plant and Mr. Bryant went to

Waterbury as a representative of tlie Waterbury Electri(! Light Company. There he con-

tinued until October, 1S8S. His attention was not only concentrated upon his duties in

that connection but his thought was also constantly busy with the solution of electric

problems and his mechanical genius was brought into play in the invention of the Bryant

push and pull switch during the summer of 1888. He then came to Bridgeport and establislied

the business of making electric light supplies under the name of the Bryant Electric Com-

pany. He started with a very small capital, but tlie business gradually grew, and as he

continued his experimental work he took out several patents on electric light supplies, which

he continued to manufacture until July, 1889. He then incorporated the Bryant Electric

Company with a capital stock of five thousand dollars, of which three thousand dollars

was paid in. The business has grown almost by leaps and bounds. The value of its product
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Mas at once recognized ami tlie iJationage increased rapidly, demanding enlarged facilities

for production anil greater capital. Something of the extent of this mammoth undertaking

is indicated in the fact tliat the capitalization has been increased to two and one-half million

dollars. Mr. Bryant renuiining as the president, treasurer and general manager of the busi-

ness. He is also president, treasurer and general manager of the Perkins Electric Switch

Manufacturing Company, is vice president of the Siemon Hard Rubber Corporation and a

director of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company and the Bridgeport Brass Company. Not
alone upon manufacturing and industrial lines has his interest and activity centered, for

in financial circles he is also known as a director of the First Bridgeport National Bank
and a trustee of the People's Savings Bank. His broad experience and recognized sagacity

have made his opinions accepted as authority along certain lines of business, wliere in fact

his name has become one to conjure witli.

In April, 1887, Mr. Bryant was united in marriage to Miss Ida Gerald, of New London,

Connecticut, ami they have two children, Waldo Gerald and Doris. Mr. Bryant holds mem-
bership with the Union League Club of New York, witli the Lawj'ers and Engineers Clubs

and the American Institute of Electrical Engineers of New York. He has membership in

the Brooklawn Country, Bridgeport Yacht, University and Algonquin Clubs and he is a

director of the Bridgeport Hospital. He is interested in, and keeps informed as to the

problems of the present time atl'ecting political and economic conditions. His education

in the school of experience he considers one of his most valuable assets, and he is universally

recognized as a man of broad gauge and large capacity for the successful conducting of big

and important enterprises.

WILLIAM H. FARRELL.

William H. Farrell. the executive head of the Bridgeport Screw Company, who as

president of the business is controlling a mammoth industrial concern, stands as a splendid

type of the modern captain of industry—a man who studies not only production in the line

in which he is directing his activities but also gives equally thorough and earnest study

to everyquestion of p'lant building as regards the comfort and well being of employes. He
has embodied in his Bridgeport plant many most progressive ideas which make the institu-

tion one Well worthy of close study.

Connecticut proudly claims Mr. Farrell as a native son. He was born in New Haven

in 1864 and in early manhood he wedded Miss Emma Ollie Leach, of Salem, Ohio. They

became the parents of two children, but one has passed away, the surviving son being Ralph

G. Farrell. who is the vice president of the Bridgeport Screw Company aiui thus the active

associate of his father in business. Of his business activity The Iron Age says: "A wire

man from young nuinhood, the greater part of his life has been devoted to tonnage products,

but circumstances of his advancement as an organizer and manager have led to his gradual

entrance into the manufacture of a highly specialized wire product which is widely separated

from that of the tonnage mills. Commencing as a young man with the New Haven Wire

Company in his native city of New Haven, he went to the Oliver Roberts Company, Pittsburgh,

and thence to the Salem Wire Nail Company, Salem, Ohio, as journeyman wire drawer. From

Salem he was engaged as superintendent of the wire drawing department of the Kilmer

Manufacturing Company, then located at Newburgh, New York. Advancing to the position

of general foreman of the Pittsburgh Wire Company, Braddock, Pennsylvania, he was pro-

moted to superintendent in IS'JS. In addition to the duties of this office, he acted as

superintendent of the Continental Wire Company, Granite City, Illinois, near St. Louis.

When the Pittsburgh Wire Company was absorbed by the American Steel & Wire Company

he was retained as superintendent. In 1899 he was engaged by the Union Steel Company to
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erect and operate tlie tinisliiiig mill at Uonora, rennsylvania, afterward the property of the

United States Steel Corporation, and constituting one of the largest, most modern and cheapest

producing mills owned by the company. While the Union Steel Company was under con-

struction the Page Woven Wire Kence Company, Monessen, Pennsylvania, operating open

hearth, blooming and rod mills, in addition to the finishing department, went into the hands

of the Union Trust Company, Pittsburgh, as receiver, which appointed Mr. Farrell manager

for the receiver, and he operated the works, in addition to his duties with the United States

Steel Company. By important savings in the operating and administrative departments a

large increase in earning power was shown, owing to which a reorganization was effected,

with conseipient success. In 1906 he accepted the presidency of the Dominion Wire Manu-

facturin" Company, Montreal, and, wood screws being an important product, had the experi-

ence which resulted in the establishment of the Bridgeport industry. In three and a half

years at Montreal, he remodeled the plant and by improved methods increased the output

' from twelve thousand to forty thousand tons. The company was absorbed by the Steel Com-

panv of Canada in I'JIO, and ilr. Farrell remained as manager until March, lyil, when he

resigned to undertake -the construction of his new factory."

The Bridgeport Screw Company is a close corporation, the oflieers being: W. H.

Farrell, president; Ralph G. Farrell, vice president; and J. W. Seekings, secretary and

treasurer. The business was established in 1911, the original location being at Union, Central

and Williston avenues. The jilant covers an entire block. There is one two-story building

one hundred and fifty by three hundred feet, with a two-story addition one hundred and

fifty by one liundred feet. The structure is of brick with concrete and steel reinforcement.

The production of the plant is thousands of screws per day, including wood screws of all

descriptions and also screw nuichine products. Their plant, according to The Iron Age,

"affords an exceptional opportunity for tlie study of the progress that has been made in

recent years in factory design and equipment. In the manufacture and the handling of

the product, from the receipt of the raw material to the shipment of finished screws; in

the elements of lighting, ventilation, heating and fire protection, the factory represents the

latest word in efiiciency and in the safeguarding of the health and comfort of employes.

President W. H. Farrell, the founder and executive head of the business, has given to the

design and erection of the factory the benefit of a long and successful manufacturing

experience, which includes the erection of great works and the conversion of old into modern

plants. The business is not based upon an established industry; it is entirely new. The

e(iuipment is strikingly homogenous, consisting of the latest types of oiien and solid die

headers and of a nuiltitude of shavers and threaders of latest models, in the design of which

are embodied modifications, specified by the purchaser, based upon experience in the works

of the Dominion Wire Manufacturing Company, Montreal, Canada, of which Mr. Farrell was

the head in tin- period of its iiuick development to its present high production basis. From

it were recruited to a large extent the administrative and mechanical heads of the Bridgeport

factory. As the manufacturing plans of the company include a full time run of three

hundred days tlie yearly prodiut liizures at more than four million gross. A spur track enters

the yard, alhiwing cars to jiass to a long exterior loading platform, from which three broad

doorways afford entrance to the store room and shipping room. There is land for ample

enlargement in the future and the property is enclosed by a woven wire fence surmounted by

barb ^v ire. It is absolutely unscalable and with the locking of the gates at the factory

entrance and at the spur track .oiriiil.tely excludes outsiders." Around the building are well

kept lawns and the interior of tlic factory shows equal orderliness, with corresponding

efficiency. The exceedingly high rooms are a marked cOiaracteristic of the jdant. The first

story is seventeen feet from fioor to ceiling, while the second floor has the same height in

the wings and is twenty-four feet to the roof of the monitor, which covers sixteen feet of

the width nf tlie building. The window space is extraorilinary, made possible by the use of

steel sasli.'S. The standard wi.ltli of the windows is seventeen feet, with three foot pilasters.
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separating tlieiii. U'lif ctrcct i.s of ic.iitimimis tiers of windows cncirolin.r tho l)nil(iin", so
that the factory is lloodud with suiili;;lit ;iiul frcsli air. In fact, tin' many windows presented
an important iirobleni, for tlie windows must l)c curtained. As the ordinary sprinp shade
was entirely out of the question on a window seventeen feet in wi.ith. the portiere princijde

was applied and curtains made of unld.Mehed eott<in elotli. attaelied toji and bottom to rods.

Tliis white elotli shuts out the direct sunlijiht. liltoring the rays hut not greatly reducin"
the illumination. Air. Farrell and his associates in business have done much in developing
special nuu'hinery for the work and they employ four hundred people, mostly skilled workmen.
Their product is sold to llie liardware trade and to manufactuiers.

Mr. Farrell finds time for needed interests outside of business. He belongs to the
Algonquin ( Inb, the Seaside ('Inb. and the liridf;eport Vacht Club and the last named indicates

his chief source of recreation. He is the possessor of a line racing sailboat and his chief

interest outside of business is in yachting.

RALPH G. FARRELL.

Ralph G. Farrell, vice president of the Bridgeport Screw Company and thus a factor
in that intense industrial activity which has carried Bridgeport forward by leaps and bounds
within the last few years, came to the city in October, 1916. He was born in I'ittsburo-h,

Pennsylvania, in 1S91 and is a Yale man, having been graduated from the Shetiield Scientific

School with the class of 1914. He made his initial step in the business world in connection
with the L'nited States Steel Corporation, with which he was associated until October, 1916,

when he came to Bridgeport and entered into his present relations in the development and
control of the Bridgeport Screw Company. Theirs is one of tlie finest industrial plants of

the city, in which not only the question of efheiency has been thoroughly studied but also

that of hygienic surroundings for the employes. In the building and equipment of the plant

the company has solved many of the complex problems of the industrial world of toilav.

Mr. Farrell was united in marriage to Miss Helen Smith, of New York, a daughter of

\V. C. Smith. He belongs to Phi Sigma Kappa, a college fraternity, and is also well known
as a member of the Algonquin Club of Bridgeport.

HENRY N. MoCATHRON.

Henry N. McCathron, president of the Bridgeport Boiler Works and thus numbered among
the captains of industry in Connecticut, was born in Oswego, New York, in October, 1871,

a son of George and Harriett (Barlow) McCathron. The father, a millwright by trade, died

in Oswego. New York, but the mother still survives. Henry N. McCathron largely acquired

Ills education by attending night school, for from the age of nine years he earned his own
living, and when fourteen years of age began working at the boiler nuiker"s trade. When a

youth of sixteen he had five boys working under him, and since that time he has been in

control of the labors of others. Eventually he took charge of the boiler sho]i of tlu' Ridgeway
Manufacturing Company of Ridgeway, Pennsylvania. His identification witli Bridgeport

dates from 1900 in which year he became foreman for tlie Bridgeport Boiler Works Company.
Each change marks a forward step in his career, bringing a wider outlook and broader

opportunities.

After a brief period spent in Bridgeport he entered business on his own account under

the name of the McCathron Boiler Works, and from the beginning success attended the new-

venture so that with the gi'owth of his trade he was afterward enabled to purchase the
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busiiu'ss of the Jiiidjrcport Boiler Works, under wliieh niiiiie his business is now conducted.

This enterprise had its inception in the early 'oOs under tlie lirni nanu' of Humphrey &

Watson, at the foot of (iolden Hill street in the rear of the depot. Later the business was

conducted ilnder the name of Lowe & Watson, and afterward under the name of William

Lowe. In IS'.I'J the business was reorganized under the style of the Bridgeport Boiler Works

( oni])any. and the first annual nieetin.g was held in January, lUOO. The first directors were:

Harris 1'. Smith, chairman and jiresident; Edward J. Morgan, vice president and treasurer; and

I'xlwin C. Spargo. secretary. The plant was removed to 202 Housatonic avenue many years

ago. At length Mr. Spargo, the secretary and treasurer, and Henry H. McCathron, the presi-

dent, took over the business. The former retired in 1914 and was succeeded by John McCath-

ron. who becanu- secretaiy. The plant covers a space one hundred and nine feet front by two

hundred and twenty-five feet in depth, and the shop is one hundred and nine by one liundred

and seventy-five feet. Knii)loyment is furnished to sixty people engaged in the manufacture

of all kinds of plate iron work. The output includes a special boiler for heating known as the

Hridgeport Boiler, which was designed specially for heating and manufacturing purposes and

is notable for its saving of coal. The plant is equipped with the latest modern improvements

and accessories for work of that character and the shop is never idle. This is one of the oldest,

most reliable and most successful concerns of its kind in Bridgeport, and under the control of

Mr. McCathron the business is steadily and satisfactorily growing.

In October, 1903, Mr. McCathron was married to Miss Josie C. Laubscher of Bridgeport,

and they have two sons, Earl H. and Wesley F. In politics Mr. BIcCathron follows an inde-

jiendent course, preferring to concentrate his efforts and attention upon his business affairs.

His thorough knowledge of the trade, gained from long years of experience, has enabled him

to most widely direct the efforts of those in his employ, and the business has become a con-

tributing factor in the material prosperity of the city as well as a source of gratifying

individual income.

JACOB RUBER.

Jacob Huber. president of the Huber Ice (ream Company, has developed that business

until it has become one of the leading concerns in that field in Connecticut, but is now leaving

much of the actual work of its management to others although he still exercises supervision

over its affairs. A native of Germany he was born in Kenzingen. Baden, on the 5th of January,

1856, a son of Jacob Huber, whose father, grandfather and great-grandfather likewise bore

that name. Tlie mother was in her maidenhood Barbara Reiner, and her father and grand-

father both bore the name of Michael Reiner.

Jacob Huber attended the graded and secondary schools in his native country until he was

fourteen years old. When he was but a child he began working on the home farm and after

his father's death, which occurred when he was twelve years old, he assisted his mother in

operating the place. However, in March, 1871, when fifteen years old, he emigrated to

America, landing at New York city. He at once continued his way to Bridgeport, his destina-

tion, and here entered the employ of F. J. Freyler, the proprietor of a candy store on Wall

street and remained there for nine years, after which he was for one year in the employ

of John E. Lewis, one of the jjioneer candy men of Bridgeport. In 1881 he bought out his

former employer, Mr. P>eyler, and conducted that business until June, 1914, meeting with

signal success in that connection and building up a large trade In candy and ice cream. In

the year mentioned he gave that business to his daughter. Mrs. Lulu (Huber) Battles. He

organized the Huber Ice Cream Company, manufacturers and wholesalers of ice cream, and

in the fall of 1913 ground was broken wliile in 1914 tlie first building of the plant, a structure

fiftvfour bv ninety-six feet in dimensions, was comiilctccl. Another building, forty-two by
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seventy-five feet, was tinislifd in I'lKi and a tliini, twiiity-two l)y one liimdrcil liTt. was i-.iiii-

pleted ill 1917. All arc tlirci' stuiies in lici'jlit, llie total Hour space l)iMng tliiity-four thou-

sand square feet. Wlieii .\lr. [luber lioiijilit out the Freyler store he and liis wile did all the

work witli the Iielp of one boy. and a one horse drlivcry uai;nii was snUirirnt to take care

i)f all tlioir deliveries. At the |ircsent time the Ihiher lee t'ream t'onipany employs f<Jrty

men an<l has ten autonioliilc truc-ks. Kvery possible eare is taken to sat'e<;uard the purity

of the company's product, and only the best materials are used. Tlu' resulting hij,rh ipiality

of Huber ice cream, eombiiu'd with the fair business principles of the company has led to a

rapid growth in trade. .)ac(jb Huber lias licen tin- president and treasurer of the c(uiccTn

since its incorporation and the other ullicers are. Harry Tait, secretary, and Krnest liidjer,

superintendent.

In -May, 1881, Jlr. Huber was married to .Miss Louisa Wild, and they have two daugh-

ters: Lulu, who is the wife of Adolph Battles and has a daughter, Meta Louisa; and Lydia.

the wife of Harry How^ard, who is a conductor on the New Haven Kailway and resides in

Bridgeport. Mr. Huber came to the I'nited States with tlu- intention of definitely identifying

his interests with those of this country, aiul as soon as he was old enough applied for his

naturalization papers, and on attaining his majority became a legal voter, casting his first

presidential vote for Samuel J. Tilden. For tlie past twenty years he has voted independ-

ently and makes a close study of political issues. F'rom 1889 to 1891 he served as a mem-
ber of the common council of Bridgeport. re]iresenting the first ward for one year and the

third ward for one year. He has been a member of the Board of Trade since the early 'SOs

and also early became a member of the Bridgeport Business Men's Association. He belongs

to both the Algonquin and Bridgeport Clubs, and is well known in fraternal circles as a

member of the lodge, chapter, commandery and shrine of the Masons. He was a charter

member of both the Elks and the Knights of Pythias, has filled all the chairs in the last

named and has also held every office in the Concordia, to which he has belonged for many
years, and in the Bridgeport Turnverein of which he became a member in 1872. For a long

period his life was one of unrelaxing industry but his affairs are now in so satisfactory a

condition that he feels justified in maintaining only a general supervision over the work of

the company, leaving the details of management to his associates in the business. He
spends his winters in Horida and during the summer devotes much time to motoring and

fishing. He is a man of varied interests and has done his share toward advancing his city

along a number of lines. Wherever known he is held in the highest esteem and his personal

friends are manv.

SIMON C. BRADLEY.

Simon C. Bradley, founder and manager of the Keneul Food Supply Company of Fairfield,

has in the course of an active and well directed life reached a creditable position in commercial

circles. He was born in Fairfield on the 29th of July, 1858, a son of Zalnion B. and Sarah

E. (Sherwood) Bradley. In the pursuit of his education he attended the schools of Fairfield

and tlfe Staples Academy at Easton and through the period of his early boyhood he spent

the summer months in work upon the home farm, while later he devotiil liis entire attention

to agricultural pursuits until 1904. He then formed the Tveneul Food Supply Company of

Fairfield and has since conducted the business, having us partners in the undertaking H. L.

Pierson of Xew York and his son-in-law, Theodore Sturges.

Mr. Bradley was married in 1879 to Miss Anna Belle Bulkley. a dau<;litrr of Moses A. and

Elizabeth Bulkley, and they have two children: Elizabeth, who is the wife of Theodore

Sturges; and Sarah Elizabeth, the wife of Nelson Hutchinson, ilr. Bradley makes his home
on the Sturges road and is a man of domestic tastes. His fellow townsmen, however, appre-
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ciative of his worth and ability, liavc called him to public office. He has been a lifelong

democrat. He served as selectman of Fairfield for live years, for one term represented his

district in the general assembly and in 1914 was appointed under the Wilson administration as

postmaster of Kaniield. which otiice he filled to the entire satisfaction of the general public

until the spring of I'.UT, wlien his growing business demanded his entire time and he

resigned his position. He belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and tlie Improved

Order of Red Men. He is well known in Fairfield as a good citizen and popular man, having

a circle of fiiends almost coe.\tensive with the circle of his acquaintance.

GEORGE HUNTINGTON NICHOLLS .JOHNSON.

George Huntington NiclioUs .lulinson is a representative of the old Nicholls familj- wliose

ancestral line is traced back in Bridgeport through six generations. At one time much of

the site of the city was in the possession of the Nicholls family. The founder of the family

on American soil was born in England in 1590 and came to New England in 1635, removing

to Stratford, Connecticut, in 1639. He took possession of seventy-si.\ thousand acres of land

west of the Housatonic river, seventeen families receiving this tract as a grant from England.

Theophilus Nicholls, who was born March 31, 1703, and died on the 7th of April, 1774, had

a beautiful mansion on the point where the Farist Steel Company plant is now located, and

there he lived for a number of years, while his brother resided on the west side of the river.

In 1723 he married Sarah Curtis, a daughter of Lieutenant Ebenezer Curtis and a grand-

daughter of Captain William Curtis of Stratford. They had a family of nine children. To

the same family belonged Richard Nicholls, who was the first governor of the city of New
York and who is buried in the town of Ampthill, Bedfordshire, forty miles north of London.

Philip T. Nicholls, son of Theophilus NiclioUs, was born in January. 1726. He was a

merchant, shipowner and prominent business man and citizen. On the 9th of October, 1753,

he wedded Mehitable Peet of Trumbull, Connecticut, whose ancestors came from England in

1640 and settled at Stratford., Mr. and Mrs. Philip T. Nicholls had nine children, their

seventh child being Charles Theophilus Nichols, who died in October, 1849. He was engaged

in shipping interests and in looking after his landed estate. His home was on King's High-

way and the Pequonnock river, ami was the scene of many brilliant social functions. George

Washington was once his guest when on his way from New York to Boston. He married

Sarah Tomlinson and they had two children, Ann Eliza and George Huntington Nicholls.

The latter became a minister of the Episcopal church. He was graduated from Trinity Col-

lege at Hartford in 1839. was ordained a deacon in .lune, 1841, and was ordained to the

priesthood of the Episcopal ihurcli November 30, 1842, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Brownell. His

tir.st charge was St. John's church in Salisbury, where he was active for many years. On the

8th of .June, 1842, he was married by Bishop Brownell, who olliciated at his ordination, to

.Julia Beach Phelps, a granddaiigliti'r of Ebenezer Beach, of Litchfield Connecticut, and they

became the parents of six children.

The daughter of Charles T. and Sarali ( Tomlinson 1 Nichcills was Ann Eliza, who was

born December 27, 1H13, and died in 1893, when in the eiglitieth year of her age. Ann Eliza

Nicholls became the wife of William Sumner Johnson, a native of Oneida county, New York,

wlio was for many jcars a leading merchant in commercial circles in New York city. For

a tinu' he engaged in the wlxdesale hardware business but fire destroyed his establisliment,

and later he engaged in the wholesale dry goods trade. He removed to New Y'ork imme-

ditely after his marriage.

(ieorge Huntington Nicholls .lohnson was born in Brooklyn, New York. January 8, 1844,

and in December, 1849, the family removed to Bridge|)ort, wliere he attended the public

scliools. while later lie becamp a student in Columbia College. He entered upon his business

\
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career in New York and for a time was treasurer of the Mnmc Car Wlieel ('(iiniiaiiy of

Jersey Wty, New Jersey, but in 1868 lie returned to Bridgejjort, ulirrc he has siiu-e lemaiiied.

He became manager, secretary and treasurer ot the White Manufacturino Company and so

continued until 1879. Ho tlieu entered into partnership witli Enoeli 1'. Hineks, under the

firm style of Hincks & Jolmson, successors to Wood Brotliers, and so continued until 1008,

when tlie business was discontinued, Tliey built all of the jiidperty on their factory site

on Broad street. Their location was opposite the postollice, a district that is now com-
pletely built up with modern store and ollice buildings.

In New York, on the 15th of April, ISliS, Mr. Johnson was married to Jliss .Maiy Emma
Webster, of New York city, and they have two children, Annie Webster and Mary W.. the

latter the wife of Dr. T. L. Ellis. ,Mr. Johnson is a JIason and his life has been an exempli-

licati(ui of the spirit and purposes of tlie craft. He has membership in Corinthian U)dge. No.
104, F. & A. JI.; Jerusalem Chapter. No. i:i, K. A. JI.; Jerusalem Council, No. 16, R. & S. M.;
Hamilton Commandery, No. 5, K. T., and has taken all the degrees of the Scottish Rite up
to and including the thirty-second under jurisdiction of Lafayette Consistory. In 1905 he
was appointed grand captain of tlie guard in the grand commandery and in 1915 he was
made grand commander of the Knights Templar of the state of Connecticut. His service

has been characterized by the same love and zeal that he has given to business, to recreation

and to the church. Public office has never allured him because of the pressing demands of

business. His membership in many clubs, especially sportmen's clubs, has given the needed
vent for his exuberant spirits, his love of companionship and of manly sports. He belongs

to the Algonquin Club of Bridgeport, the Adirondack League Club, the iletaboKnian Club
of Canada, the Wliite Hollow Fishing Club of Connecticut, the Automobile Club of Bridgeport,

the Connecticut Automobile Club of America, the Jlen's Club of Trinity Cluircli in Bridge-

port and the Church Club of the Diocese of Connecticut. By nature friendly and ever enthu-

siastic, these characteristics of Mr. Johnson's have been greatly enjoyed and appreciated as

well as cultivated through his relationship in club life. He has ever enjoyed manly outdoor
sports, and he was one of the first to take up the bicycle, importing* in the early part of

1870 the first two-wheel bicycle or "bone shaker" from Paris. For over forty years he has

responded to the ''call of the wild" and has many mounted specimens of fish and wild ani-

mals. Coming of an ancestry honorable and distinguished, he is fortunate in that his lines

of life have been east in harmony therewith. In talents and character lie is a worthy scion

of his race and his record reflects added prominence to a name long distinguished in the
annals of Bridgeport.

GUY P. MILLER.

Guy P. Miller is the secretary and treasurer of the Briilgcport Brass Company and as

such is contributing to the city's reputation as a great manufacturing center. In liis busi-

ness life he has been a persistent, resolute and energetic worker, possessing strong executive

powers and keeping his hand steadily upon the helm of his business. Keenly alive to every
new avenue opened in the natural ramifications of trade, he and his associate officers of the

company have passed over the iiitfalls into which unrestricted progressivcness is so fre-

quently led and have been enabled to focus their energies in directions Avhere fruition is

certain. Bridgeport indeed owes much of her development to this uiiilertaking. employing
as it does an army of workmen.

Mr. :MiIler was born in Wiscasset, Maine, February 11, 1ST5. a sou of Herbcit ( . and
Sarah (Dayl Miller, the former a college professor. The niotluT died when her son (!uy

was a little child and he was reared by his grandmother in Danielsun. Connecticut. After

obtaining a liigli school education he entered the employ of the Pope Manufacturing Com-
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])aiiy of Hartford. Connecticut, and on the 1st of July, 1900, came to Brid{;eport, where

lie has since lieen associated with the Bridgeport Brass Company, the development of his

powers bringini; him to his present position as secretary and treasurer of this mammoth
enterprise.

The Bridgeport Brass Company was organized in 1S65, succeeding to the business of

Wilmot & Kissam, which firm was organized for the purpose of manufacturing materials for

hoop .skirts. The plant was located at Crescent and Main streets. About 1865 Colonel

Mason became financially and actively interested in the company and was its president for

many years. This company gradually broadened the scope of its activities and became

the second company in the United States to begin the manufacture of seamless brass tubing.

For this purpose George E. Somers went abroad and secured the necessary information and,

returning, inaugurated a process which produced the desired result. He was president of

the company for many years and under his leadership an extensive business was built up.

With the development of the business they concentrated their energies and attention upon

seamless tubing, sheet brass, rods and wire and now they continue in the same line, in addition

to wiiich they make metal specialties of all kinds, including bicycle and automobile pumps

and plumbing goods. Their pumps are sold all over the world to jobbers, manufacturers and

dealers but their output goes principally to manufacturers. The company has two factories

in Bridgeport, one located on Housatonic avenue, covering ten acres and comprising a number

of buildings. This is used for the raw material work. Their plant on Crescent and Main

streets covers six acres. The more recently erected buildings are reinforced concrete and

saw-tooth buildings and the sprinkler system is used in one-half the plant. They generate

their own electricity, for the plant is operated by electric power, and they use a great deal

of hydraulic power. Their equipment is thoroughly modern in every respect and the business

has been most carefully systematized, so that there is no useless expenditure of time, labor

or material. Each movement must contribute to the sum total of the whole and the three

thousand employes, many of whom are skilled workmen, work together with the precision

of a machine. During the last two years the business has shown a five hundred per cent

increase in the tonnage of the output. The officers are: F. J. Kingsbury, of New Haven,

president and general manager; W. R. Webster, vice president and general superintendent;

and Guy P. Miller, secretary and treasurer. These men have surrounded themselves with a

most able and elFicient corps of assistants. R. I. Neithercut is assistant secretary and pur-

chasing agent, with A. P. Swoyer as general sales manager; C. A. Baldwin as assistant sales

manager: I>. JI. Allen, chief accountant and credit manager; Arthur Brewer, plant super-

intendent: Horace T. Staples, production superintendent; W'alter R. Clark, chief engineer in

charge of the drafting and engineering department; A. W. Limont, superintendent of the

manufacturing department, and W. F. Potter, traffic manager. The directors of the company

are Messrs. Kingsbury, Webster, Miller and Swoyer, together with C. A. Hamilton and

F. Kingsbury Curtis, of New York, Charles G. Sanford and Waldo C. Bryant. In addition to

the ini]iortaiit duties which devolve upon Mr. Miller as secretary and treasurer of the

Bridgeport Brass Company he is also the vice president and treasurer of the American Tube

& Stamping Company, which is one of the big manufacturing concerns of Bridgeport and

was reorganized by Mr. Miller in 1917.

On the 27tli of October. 1898, Mr. Miller was married to Miss Hattie C. Colt, a daughter

of Samuel Colt, of Hartford, and (lieir cliildreii are Mary Colt, Catherine Day and Richard

Putnam.

Mr. Miller has an interesting military chapter in his life record, for he enlisted at the

time of the Siiani.sliAmerican war with the Hartford Reserves and therein displayed the same

spirit of loyalty which characterized his ancestors. In the maternal line he is entitled to

membership in the Society of Colonial Wars and is identified therewith. His grandmother's

grandfather was General Putnam, the second in command during the war for independence.

The .Miller family were devoted to professional activities, being ministers and educators of the
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state of Xi'w York. Mr, Miller belongs to the IJrooklawn Coiiiitry ( lub ami is a mciiihcr

of its board of governors. In the midst of a most active business life lie yet linds time for

those things which have cultural value and for the study of those questions which should

deeply concern every American citizen. At the same time he is one of the most prominent

and widely known business men of New' England and in his business career has ever disjilayed

a progressive spirit ruled by more than ordinary intelligence and good judgment, combined

with a deep earnestness, impelled and fostered by indomitable perseverance, and a native

justice which expresses itself in correct principles and practice.

SPOTSWOOD D. BOWERS.

Spotswood D. Bowers, a prominent attorney of Bridgeport whose large clientage is an

indication of his high standing at the bar, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, August 15, 1876, and

is the eldest son of John M. Bowers, also a lawyer, now practicing in New York city as

the senior partner of the firm of Bowers & Sands. The mother bore the maiden name of

Susan Bowler Dandridge and jiasscd away several years ago. She was connected with the

Colonial Dames and also with the Daughters of the American Revolution. In the paternal

line the Bowers family was represented in the Revolutionary war. John M. Bowers holds

membership in the Sons of the American Revolution, Among his ancestors was Israel Putnam.

Spotswood I). Bowers is also related to the Spotswood and Dandridge families of Virginia.

He was reared in New Y'ork city and supplemented his early education by a course in Y'ale

College, while later he attended the New Y'ork Law School for three years. On the 15th of

November. 1898, he was admitted to practice at the New Y'ork bar and removed to Cincinnati,

Ohio, where he entered upon the active work of his profession with the law firm of Harmon,

Colston, (ioldsmith & Hoadley. He remained with that firm for two years, devoting him.self

almost entirely to railroad litigation. The firm was a very prominent one in Ohio, one of

its members, Judson Harmon, having been governor of the state and also attorney general

under President Grover Cleveland.

In 1900 Mr. Bowers removed westward to tlie state of Washington, practicing in Tacoma

for four years in the office of the Hon. ..Tames M. Ashton, there devoting himself to admiralty

and corporation law, but his health failed and in 1904 he traveled around the world. The

following year he became a resident of Bridgeport, where he has since engaged in the practice

of law, being now senior partner in the firm of Bowers & Williamson, specializing on

appellate eases. His practice is of a very important character and in its conduct he displays

a comprehensive knowledge of the principles of jurisprudence, while in the application of a

legal point he is seldom, if ever, at fault. He belongs to both the local bar association and to

the American Bar Association. He was employed as special prosecutor by the state of

Connecticut to investigate the criminal acts in connection with the Burr & Knapp failure.

These men were private bankers of Bridgeport who failed September 10. 1914. As a result

of Mr. Bowers' investigation Herbert M. Knapp pleaded guilty and spent a year in jail, while

Mr. Burr's death undoubtedly saved him from a similar fate. This was a big achievement

and victory for Mr, Bowers, who also won before the supreme court of Connecticut the case

of the Baird-Untiedt Company vs, the Associated National ilanufacturers, in which case the

supreme court sustained the right of the hat manufactvuers to combine for their own pro-

tection and enforce obedience to their rules and regulations by tines. This was another signal

victory for Mr. Bowers. Mr. Bowers also was one of the attorneys who successfully defended

President Charles E. Mellen and other officials of the New Haven Railroad who were indicted

for manslaughter as a result of the Westport railroad wreck. He has recently drafted the

bill to create an agricultural, industrial and social welfare commission in the state of

Connecticut, whicli bill contains many progressive matters of legislation, including minimum
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wage, old a^'i' iiiiil iiuitlicr's ]H-iisions aiul liealtli iii.suram-e. He has tlie largest private law

liljrary in tlie state and with its contents he is widely familiar.

On the lOth of Jnne, I'.MO. Jlr. Bowers was united in marriage to Miss Christina

McLennan, of Syracuse, New York, whose acquaintance he formed while connected with the

notable ease of William liariu's, Jr., against Theodore Roosevelt. Ml-. Bowers appeared for

the defense in tlie suit and was largely instrumental in winning a complete victory for Colonel

Roosevelt. Jlrs. Bowers died June 15, 1917, at Syracuse. She was a daughter of the late

Judge Peter ]!. McLennan, who at the time of his death was presiding justice of the fourth

appellate division of the state of New York and lived in .Syracuse.

Jlr. Bowers holds memlierslii]) in the Episcopal church and belongs also to the Calumet

Club of New York, the Brot)klawn Country Club, the Algonquin Club and Seaside Outing

Club of Bridgepoit, the Union League Club of New Haven and the Powelton Club of New-

burgh, New York. Jlr. Bowers lias been well known in various athletic sports for many

years and has been a devotee of the game of golf for the la.st twenty-three years, and during

practi<'ally all that time has been prominently connected with the game. He is chairman of

the greens committee of the Brooklawn Country Club and has been such for several years,

and it has been largely through his efforts that the Brooklawn Country Club golf course has

attained its present high standing, as is shown by the fact that the Metropolitan Golf Cham-

pionship was to be played lure this year, but was postponed owing to the war. It will, however,

be held at Brooklawn when next the cliampionship is resumed. During the years 1897, 1898 and

1899 Mr. Bowers won many golf tournaments, including the President's Cup Competition at

Lenox in 1898, when he won the famous Sloan cup. In 1900 he astounded the golfing world by

playing a championship course blindfolded in one hundred and twenty-one strokes. Since that

time his business has interfered largely with his play, but at that he has won many tournament

competitions since and has a large and valuable collection of trophies. Even today he has a

national handicap of five which permits him to comiiete in the National Amateur Cham-

pionship. Mr. Bowers formerly played badminton and twice won the United States cham-

pionship. Mr. Bowers is also an enthusiastic jilayer of the old game of pool, now known as

pocket billiards, and has played on the Algonquin Club team for a number of years and has

won a large percentage of his games. AYhile in college, and for a short time thereafter, he

played football, playing full back on the Flushing Athletic Club team for several years, Mr.

Bowers recently built a handsome residence on Stratfield Road, bordering upon the property

of the Brooklawn Country Club, the very evident puriiose of which is to permit him to con-

tinue to enjoy his favorite pastime of golf, without interfering with his legal business, for

after all these other things are but the interests of his leisure hours, while his law practice,

extensive and important, claims the greater part of his time and attention. He ranks as a

very successful lawyer and has been connected with a number of very important cases, being

one of the best known appellate attorneys in the state. Perhaps no lawyer in Connecticut

has more practice before the supreme court. He has also been admitted to practice in the

United States courts in four (litferent states, namely, Ohio, Washington, New York and

Connecticut. He is also well known as the author of several law books and is at present

STEPHEN JACKSON PATTERSON.

Among the manufacturers of Bridgeport during the past generation who achieved suc-

ind national prominence was Stephen .Jackson Patterson, founder of the Bridgeport

Patent Leather Manufacturing Company and its president for fifty-five years. Mr. Patter-

son was a native of Fairfield county, his birth occurring at Greens Farms on December 25,

1814, and in his youthful days he learned the tanning business. In 1832 he became a resident

cess ar



STEPHEX J. PATTERSON





BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY 109

of Bridgeport and entered into partnership with William Rogers in the manufacture of shoe

and harness leather. The business was sucoessfuUv- conducted for a number of vears. but

upon the death of Mr. Rogers. Mr. Patterson turned his attention to the manufacture of

patent leather, becoming one of the pioneers in that undertaking in America. He conducted

the business alone until 1S49, when he organized the Bridgeport Patent Leather Manu-
facturing Company and continued as president thereof for fifty-five years, or until his death

on the 16th of August. 1904. He was a very energetic and conservative business man and
was a most prominent figure in connection with the leather industry, having invented a

number of valuable processes relative to the tanning and japanning of leather. Several of

these he patented, including the Rocker system of tanning, which is universally used by the

carriage leather manufacturers. He also invented an approved apparatus for leaching bark

and he was the first to make patent side leather for shoe*. He gave his attttntion to the

manufacture of shoe, carriage and harness leather of the "Charter Oak" brand until within

three years of his death, when he practically retired from active business, leaving, however.

a substantial enterprise which is still conducted by his descendants. In 1S41 he married

Harriet S. Hoyt, of Stamford, Connecticut, who died only a few months prior to his demise,

the period of their married life covering sixty-three years. They had two children. Silas H.

Patterson and Emma C. Patterson. Emma C. Patterson became the wife of Charles Sher-

wood, a well knovm lawyer in Bridgeport and a graduate of Yale University who later

became president of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company which position he retained until

his death on -June 7, 1904. Mrs. Sherwood now lives in Watertown, Connecticut, and has one

son, Charles Sherwood, -Jr., who married Harriett Curtiss. February 12, 190S. They als<>

reside in Watertown. Connecticut, and have three sons: Charles Sherwood, III, Curtiss De-

Forest Sherwood, and John Patterson Sherwood.

Silas H. Patterson, was born in Bridgeport in 1*45. and early became connected with the

business interest* of his father and so continued throughout his life, becoming secretary and
treasurer of the firm and contributing much to the growth and development of the business.

His death occurred February 21, 1S99. He was a capable business man. of quiet tastes, and
was much devoted to his home and family. He married Georgianna Moody, of Bridgeport,

daughter of Thomas Moody, who was bom in England and came to the L'niied States when a

ycung man. He established the first ice business in Bridgeport and was the owner of Moody's
pond, now included in the site of Mountain Grove cemetery. Two cliildren were born to Mr.

and Mrs. Silas H. Patterson. Stephen Hovt and Marion Moody Patterson. The latter was
married in December, 1906. to Frank Daniel Bell, who is manager of the large store of Meiars

i Company, of Bridgeport. Mr. and Mrs. Bell have two children, Stephen Patterson and
Frances Patterson Bell.

Stephen Hoyt Patterson, only son of Silas H. and Georgianna (Moody > Patterson and
secretary-treasurer of the Bridgeport Patent Leather Manufacturing Company, is one of

the well known and prosperous business men of his city. It is true that he entered upon a

business already established, but in developing and enlarging this many a man of less reso-

lute spirit and of more limited capacity would have failed. He was born in 1S7S. in Bridge-

port, and received his education in the schools of his native city and attended Cornell Ini-

versity. He then entexed business in Bridgeport in connection with the Patent Leather

Manufacturing Company, succeeding to his father's interests at the death of the latter. The
present factory is a three-story structure, one hundred and eighty-one by one hundred and

twenty feel. It is equipped with a sprinkler system and about twenty-five people are em-
ployed. About ten years ago the company abandoned the manufacture of shoe leather and

now concentrates upon the production of automobile leather, selling to manufacturers, the

eastern trade largely utilizing their product. The house is represented on the road by two
traveling s»iesmen and the plant has a capacity of from sis hundred to seven hundred hides

per week, the real leather going to the best motor car niaiiutacturers. The Charter Oak
Vol. n—

5
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trademark is still in uso and it lias become a recognized indication of liigli standard goods.

The present officers are: F. C. Nidiols, president; and S. H. Patterson, secretary and treasurer.

That Mr. Patterson is not unappreciative of the social amenities of life is indicated

in the fact that he is a member of tlie Country Club. Indeed he is well known socially in

Bridgei)ort. wliere his entire life has been passed, and here he has a circle of friends almost

coextensive witli the circle of his acquaintance.

JOHN McCATHRON.

.Jolui McCathron. secretary and superintendent of the Bridgeport Boiler Works, has been

since youtli identified with the trade in which he is now engaged. He was born in Oswego,

New York, .January 23, 1867, and is a brother of Henry N. McCathron, tlie president of the

company, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work. In his nineteenth year he began learning

the boiler maker's trade and, mastering the business in principle and detail, he was advanced

to the position of superintendent of the boiler department in the Kingsford Foundry &

Machine Company at Oswego. New York. Subsequently he became foreman of a boiler shop

at Philadelphia and eventually accepted the superintendency of the Cunningham shop at

Brooklvn, New Y'ork. He Avas afterward superintendent of the Tonkin's Boiler Works at

Oswego, and as "layer out" represented the American Shipbuilding Company at Cleveland,

Ohio. He afterward became foreman with that company which he thus represented for a

decade, his entire connection with the business covering thirty-one years. In May, 1910,

he came to Bridgeport and was made superintendent of the Bridgeport Boiler Works, while

in 11114 he was elected secretary and is now serving in the dual position, contributing in sub-

stantial measure to the success of the industry.

On the 30th of June. HI13. Mr. McCathron was married to Miss Elizabeth Effinger, a

native of Brooklyn, New York, and they had one child, John Stark, who died, however, at the

age of six days. Fraternally Mr. JleCathron is connected with the Masons and with the

Woodmen of the World. He stands for that which is progressive in citizenship as well as in

business, and his inlUience is always on the side of advancement and improvement.

WARD M. VAN NESS, D. D. S.

Dr. Ward M. Van Ness, secretary of the Bridgeport Dental Society and active as a

successful practitioner, was born in this city, July 20. 1882, the only son of Fred E. Van Ness,

now a well known citizen of Bridgeport, who was boni at Newark, New Jersey, but for

thirty-six yeais has here resided. He married Estelle Laura Winchdl. who was born at

Great Barrington, Massachusetts, and she, too, is living. The Doctor comes of Holland Dutch

ancestry on the paternal side and is of English descent in the maternal line.

Dr. \;iri Ness acquired his early education in the public schools of Bridgeport and put

aside his textbooks at the age of seventeen years to become a wage earner in the office of

the Howland Dry Goods Company, with which he spent two years, starting as a salesman at

the book counter and advancing to the position of bookkeeper. For a year or more thereafter

he held a clerical position in the purchasing department of the New Haven Railroad in the

city of New Haven and then entered upon the stmly of dentistry. After three years spent

in the dental department of the University of Pennsylvania he was graduated in 1906 and

since tlu'ri lias been actively engaged in practice. He is very successful when judged by both

professional and liiiiiiicial standards. His work reinesents the latest development and
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ifst'iu-rlies in dfiital mmcikt and lie possesses tlie iule(|\iatc nieclianieal >kill and ingenuity so

necessaiy in the profession.

(In llie I'.ltli of Deeember, lilll. Dr. \an Niss was married to Miss Klorenee Harriet -Muir,

of liullalo. New York, a native of that eity. Hie is iiojiular in loeal soeiety eireles and is

secretary of tiie \\ (iman'.s Club of tlie Iniversalist ehureh, of wliieli botli Dr. and Jlrs. \aii

Xess are members. He behm^is also to the Cldil l-'ellows lod<;i', of wliieh he is a past noble

firand, and he has meiubership in the Alg(in(|uin Club. He is fond of football and other out-

door sports but his attention is ehielly directed in the line of his profession. He holds

ineinbershiii with the Uridj^eiiort Dental Soeiety, the Coniieetieut State Dental Society and
the National Dental Soeiety and for two years he has been the active secretary of the local

organization. He studies broadly along professional lines and his ability is the foundation

of a steadily growing practice.

W ILLIAM HKADKORD BOAKDMAX.

William Hradford Uoaidman comes <if a family distinctively Aiiierieaii in it^ lineal and
collateral branches through many generations. His ancestry is traced ba<k in a direct line to

Covernor William Bradford, who came from Knglaiid on the .Mayflower in 1620 and was the

lirst governor of Massachusetts. Thomas Boardman, troiii whom he is directiv descended

came from Kngland early in the seventeenth century and it was in the state which had been

the home ot his ancestors through most of the intervening period that William Bradford

Boardman was born August 23, 1871, the place of his birth being Brimtield. His parents were

Kev. M. Bradford and Kllen K. (Barber) Boardman. the former a minister of the Congregational

church.

William Bradford Boar.lman spent his youth in Xew Britain, Connecticut, where he com-

pleted the high school course, after which he became a student in Yale University and was
there graduated in isy:i on the completion of an academic course. He afterward took up the

study of law at Yale and won his professional degree in IS'JS, but in the meantime he had

spent throe years as a teacher in the University School at Bridgejiort. < In the completion

of his law course he was admitted to practice at the bar of Fairfield county and immediately

opened an office in Bridgejiort, where he has .since remained in the active practice of his

profession, rising to prominence as a most able lawyer, especially in the field of railroad

litigation. From 18a8 until 1UU6 he practiced in partnership with Goodwin Stoddard and in

September of the latter year he became assistant attoiney for the Xew York. Xew Haven
& Hartford Railroad, taking charge of the steam and trolley litigation in Connecticut, with

otHce in Xew Haven. In November, 1907. he entered into partnership with (ieorge E. Hill,

forming the law firm of Hill & Boardman. an association that was maintained until the death

of Jlr. Hill on the 30tli of September, 1U16. The firm enjoyed a very extensive practice,

to which Mr. Boardman has succeeded, and his capability is attested by his coUeainies and
contemporaries at the bar. He has ever been most careful to conform his jiractice to a high

standard of professional ethics. He gives to his clients a service of great talent, unwearied
industry and rare learning, but he never forgets that there are certain things due to the

court, to his own self-respect and above all to justice and the righteous administration of the

law which neither the zeal of an advocate nor the pleasure of success permit him to

disregard.

On the 22(1 of February. lUOl. Jlr. Boardman was iiniteil in mairiage to .Miss .\lice Hurr

Hall and they have one child, Bradford. Mr. Boardman turns to tennis for recreation. He
has membership with Zeta Psi, a college fraternity, the torbey Court Law School Society, the

Country Club, and the University Club. He is a member of the Park Street Congregational

church. His political support is given to the epublican jiarty. Since lildT he has lieeii a
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nifuiber of the state bar examining committee and from 1912 to 1!)16 he was a member of

the board of education of the city of Bridgeport, for most of his term being secretary of the

board. His interests and activities are thus broad and varied, maintaining that even balance

which malces for strength of character and the uniform development of one's powers.

THE JUDSON FAIIILV.

The .Judson family of Stratford, Connecticut, is one of the oldest and best known in

the state. The founder of this family in America was WiUiam Judson, who came from

England and settled on Watchhouse Hill in Stratford in 1638, and from him all of the name

in this section of New England are descended. Among his descendants was Daniel Judson,

who made his home at Paradise Green, where he erected a residence, and in his houseliold

were two slaves, Cato and Phyllis. Daniel .ludson was a man of w .alth and prominence.

He married Sarah Curtis and their eldest son, Stiles Judson, became a Revolutionary war

soldier, serving for two j'cars as captain of a company and participating in the engagement

at Ridcretield. In 1TT7 he wedded Naomi Lewis and they occupied the old home that was

built bv his father. He also became the owner of his father's two slaves, Cato and Phyllis,

the former of wlioni served as captain of a company of colored troops during the Revolutionary

war.

Stiles Judson, .Jr., son of Stiles and Naomi (Lewis I Judson, was born on tlie farm at

Paradise Green, in the town of Stratford, and after arriving at man's estate wedded Charity

Wells, also a representative of an old Connecticut family. Their son. Stiles Judson, the third

of the name, was born on the farm December 2, 1S26, and as he was not in vigorous health

in his early boyhood, he took up a seafaring life, which he followed for several years in

order to regain his health. Shipping before the mast, he w'on advancement to the position

of first mate and was ollered a nuister's position but at that time decided to give up the

sea. He sailed to all parts of the world upon the various great bodies of water surrounding

the difl'erent continents, and his daughter possesses many valuable mementos of her father's

tri]is which he obtained while abroad and these she cherishes highly.

After "iving up the sea Mr. Judson went to California during 1S49, attracted by tlie gold

discoveries on the Pacific coast, and there lie remained until 1857, wlien lie returned to Con-

necticut and took up agricultural pursuits. He was thus actively engaged for a number of

years, developing the farm on tlie Ferry road, which came to his wife through inheritance.

He was instrumental in organizing the Stratford Oyster Company, to which he gave much of

his time and attention, his efforts resulting in the upbuilding of a successful business. Later

in life he purchased the Dunbar property on East Broadway, now the home of his daughter,

Alice C and from that time he resided there. He died February 21, 1905, his remains being

interred in the Union cemetery of Stratford.

In politics he was tirst a whig and afterward a rejiublican, and he served two terms in

the state legislature. He was also active in town affairs, tilling the office of selectman, and he

took a deep and helpful interest in promoting the growth and progress of the town in many

w-ays. He was a man of progressive ideas and stood high in the estimation of his townsmen.

He was a man of taste and artistic temperament, was a lover of nature and took a deep

interest in his lioiiie and its improvement. He planted all of the trees around his place on

the Ferrv road and made it most attractive. In all of his life he was actuated by the

highest Christian ])rinciples and the Congregational churcli numbered him among its liberal

contributors. He was most devoted to his wife and family and the best traits of his

character were manifest at his own fireside.

On the 18th of November, 1858, Mr. Judson was married to Caroline Elizabeth Peck,
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wlio was born May 3, 1830, and passed away February 17, ISfifi. She was a woman of many
noble traits of ebaracter. of high Christian purpose and a member of the Con<;ref,'atiuiial

churtli. In tlie liousclioid she was a devoted wife and niotiier, counting no effort on lier

part too great if it would enhance tlie welfare and happiness of those of her own household.

In the family were five children. Alice Caroline, born September 27, 1859, in Stratford, was
educat<'d in public aiul private schools and in the Sedgwick Academy. She gave much of her

time and attrntioii to llie caro of her fatlicr and she has always taken a deep interest in

church and Sunday scliocd work. She is an ardent advocate of the cause of woman suffrage

and was anu)ng the lirst to organize a woman suffrage movement in Stratford, in which
association she has filled the oflice of vice president and treasurer and is now president. She
has also served as a delegate to the county and state conventions and was foremost in the

movement toward having the state legislature pass a bill to give women the right to vote

for i)resident and also in munici|)al affairs and on the ti'mjierance (luestion. She is a woman
of broad intellect and takes an active jiart in all movements tliat have for their object the

benefit of the poor and oppressed. In 1910 she took a trip aroiuid the world in the ship

Cleveland, visiting all places of interest in dilfcrent countries, including Japan, where she

visited her sister, who is a teacher in that country. Miss Judson resides at the Dunbar
homestead on East Broadway, where many attractive imi)rovenu>nts have been made.

Cornelia .ludson, tlie second child of Stiles Judson, was born in Stratford, October 30,

1860. and was educated in imblic and jirivate schools and in the Sedgwick Academy, while

later she continued her studies in Chicago. She has devoted her life to missionary teaching

and for over a quarter of a century has taught in Japan in connection with the work of

the American Congregational mission board, being now located at Matsuyama. She has given
her life to the noble work of Christian teaching, endeavoring with untiring zeal to follow

in the footsteps of the Master and to bring all people to Christ. Stiles Judson, born February

13, 18G2. is mentioned elsewhere in tiiis work. Maria, born December 10, 1863, after attend-

ing public and private schools became a student in the State Normal School of New Britain

and qualified for teaching in a Chicago school. She became principal of the primary depart-

ment of the high scliool of Stratford, where she taught for six years, when her health failed

her and she was obliged to give up her profession. She died August 3, 1911, and was laid

to rest by the side of her parents. She was a young lady of high culture and refined taste,

was devoted to her home, was a member of the Congregational church and a lady of most
beautiful Christian character. Elizabeth Peck, the youngest of the family, born Jaiuiary 27,

1866, attended public and private schools and passed away February 9, 1889, as a flower cut

off in the biul.

REV. MICHAEL J. OCONNOR.

Rev. Michael J. O'Connor, pastor of St. James Roman Catholic church at Stratford, was
born August 19, 1866, in Manchester, Connecticut, his parents being Timothy and Johanna
(Kelliher) O'Connor, who in 1858 left Ireland and came to the new world, settling in Man-
chester. Both have now passed away. They had a family of six sons and two daughters,
all yet living in Connecticut.

After attending the public sciiools of his native city, Michael ,1. O'Connor pursued a four

years' classical course at St. Charles in Baltimore, Maryland, and also sjient one year at
Niagara Tniversity in New 'i'ork. He devoted the succeeding five years to study in St. James
Theological Seminary at Brighton, Massachusetts, and was ordaine.l to the priesthood in Bos-

ton, December 17, 1892, by the Rt. Rev. John J. Williams, archbishop of the diocese. He
served as assistant priest of St. Augustine church at Bridgeport, of St. Patrick's at New
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Haven, of St. Peter's at Daiibur.v and of St. Mary's at New Britain, Connecticut, anil was

assigned to liis first parisli at West Thompson and Pomfret, on the 12th of November,

1903, having charge of the 8aerct Heart church in the former place and of Holy Trinity

church in the latter. He continued in charge of the two churches for five years, when he

was transferred to Stratford on the 13th of March, 1908, and has since been pastor of St.

James. He has done a remarkable work here, for at the time of his arrival the church had

little money and the families in the parish numbered only a few hundred people. He now

has one of tlie finest churches in Connecticut and the value of the diurch property has

been increased from ten thousand to one hundred thousand dollars. The membership is

thirteen hundred and the work is in a most flourishing condition, while Rev. O'Connor is

very popular.

TRACY BRONSON WARREN.

Every individual must essentially determine and shape his own character; at the same

time one has every right to be proud of an honored ancestry and to rejoice in the possession

of a name that has long stood as a synonym for those qualities which are most admirable

in citizenship as well as in private life. The name of Warren has been associated with

American history almost from the period of earliest colonization in the new world and,

more than that, the ancestral line can be traced back through twenty-seven generations to

William de AVarrenne, Earl of Normandy, who died in 1088 and whose wife was Gundred,

youngest daughter of William the Conqueror. Down the long line are found many dis-

tinguished and notable names. William de Warrenne actively assisted in the conquest of

England and was created Earl of Surrey. A contemporary writer has said: "An ancient

genealogy of the family traces the lineage of this William de W^arrenne back to the year

900 A. D., the year in which his Scandinavian forebears are said to have settled in Normandy.

Tlic Warrens of America have won distinction both as civilians and soldiers. Their record

in the struggle for national independence is an exceedingly honorable one, and the valiant

services of General Joseph Warren, who fell at Bunker Hill, are too well known to need

further comment.

"(I) The family of Warren is traced to a Norman baron of Danish extraction, who had

a son Herfastus, whose daughter married Walter de St. Martin.

"(ID Their son, W'illiam de Warrenne, Earl of Warren in Normandy, married a daughter

of Ralph de Tosta. Also had a daughter, Gundred, who married Richard, Duke of Normandy.

"(HI) Their son, Richard, Duke of Normandy, was the father of AVilliam the Conqueror,

king of England, who married Maud, daughter of Baldwin, Earl of Flanders. They had a

daughter, Gundred, who married William de Warren, the first Earl of W^arren and Surrey.

He accompanied William the Conqueror and was a powerful auxiliary in the battle of

Hastings in 1066. William de Warren received the title of earl before coming to England.

He is mentioned in Domesday Book as possessing land in almost every county in England,

comprising one hundred and thirty-nine lordships. Earl William Warren selected his residence

in the village of Lewes, county of Surrey. He erected there his beautiful castle, of which

the ruins are still to be seen on an eminence surrounding the town. Although the principal

parts are demolished, its gates are still standing, showing its massive construction. He

and his wife (Jundred erected the priory in the town of Lewes, and he continued his benefaction

to it during liis life. He died in 1088, and his countess died in 1085. They were first buried

in the convent of Lewes built by Henry VHI. In 1775 their remains were removed to the

old church at Southover to a little chapel at the end of the church. The traveler of

the present, selecting one of the lanes running to the southward of Lewes, soon comes to the
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pleasant siibiiib of Soiithover, and passing its cluircli will rraiiily recognize the remains of

the priory built by William de Warren and Gundred.

"From this point, Colonel Tracy B. Warren, mentioned below, traees his ancestry in a

direct line for seventeen generations to Richard Warren, tlie Mayllower I'ilgrim, from

whom he is descended in the ninth generation, thus making twenty-seven generations in

unbroken line from William de Warrenne, previously referred to, wlio married Gundred,

the youngest daughter of William the Conqueror, ile is also a descendant of William

Bradford of the JIayfiower, the first colonial governor.

"(li Richard Warren, the American progenitor, born in England, came to New England

from Greenwich. England, in the historic MayHower company which founded Plymouth,

Massachusetts, in 1620, and was one of the nineteen signers of the famous compact who

survived the first winter. The register at the end of Bradford's folio manuscript gives him

the honorable prefix of Mr. He was mentioned by a contemporary as 'grave Richard

Warren, a man of integrity, justice and uprightness, of piety and serious religion;' and also

'as a useful instrument during the short time he lived, bearing a deep share In the difficulties

and troubles of the plantation.' He received land grants in common with his associates and

one of these grants was at Warren's Cove. He was one of the influential members of the

company and as such was selected with nine others to cruise along the coast from Cape Cod

Harbor, in a shallop, for the purpose of deciding on a place of settlement. His death

occurred at Plymouth in 1628. His wife Elizabeth, whom he married in England, followed

him to America in the 'Ann' in 1623, bringing with her their five daughters. She occupied

an important social position in the colony, is usually mentioned in the records as Mistress

Elizabeth Warren, a designation by no means common, and is one of the rare instances in

an early cohmy of continued widowhood. Upon the marriage of her daughters, she conveyed

to their resjxctive husbands certain lands, variously located at Eel River and Wellingsly.

She died in Plymouth, October 2, 1673, aged about ninety years. The children of Richard

and Elizabeth Warren were: Mary, who married Robert Bartlett; Ann, who became the

wife of Thomas Little; Sarah, who gave her hand in marriage to John Cooke, .Jr.; Elizabeth,

who we<ided Richard Church and was the mother of the famous Benjamin Church, the

conqueror of King Philip; Abigail, who married Anthony Snow; Nathaniel, who is again

mentioned: and Joseph. The two sons were born in Plymouth.

"The following is a chain of descent from Richard Warren of the first generation to

Tracy B. Warren of the ninth generation

:

"(Hi Nathaniel, son of Richard and Elizabeth (Jonatt) Warren, was born in Plymouth

in 1624 and died in 1667.

"(Ill) Richard (2), eldest child of Nathaniel and Sarah (Walkerl Warren, was born

in Plymouth in 1646 and died in Middleboro, Massachusetts, .January 23, 1697.

"(IV) John, fifth child of Richard (2) and Sarah Warren, was born in Middleboro in

1690 and died in that town in 1768.

"(V) James, eldest child of John and Naomi (Bates) Warren, was born in Scituate,

December 4, 1714.

"(VI) Edward, seventh child of James and Abigail (Thomas) Warren, was born in

Woodbridge, September 18, 1761.

"(VII) Alanson, sixth child of Edward and Mary (Steele) Warren, was born in

Watertown, May 16, 1796.

"(Villi David Hard, third child of Alanson and Sarah M. iHickox) Warren, was born

in Watertown. September 3, 1825." He married Louisa Bronson, a descendant of John

Bronson. who came over with the London company on the ship "Hercules" in 1628 and with

his son. Sergeant Isaac Bronson, served in the Pequot war, and of Asahel Bronson. who,

like luiward Warren, served in the Revolutionary war.

Tracy B. Warren was reared to the occupation of farming. His education was acquired

in the Collegiate and Commercial Institute of New Haven, from which he was graduated
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with tile class of 1SC5. When his textbooks were put aside lie secured emploj'ment in a

carriage hardware manufactory and was thus identified with manufacturing interests until

1874. From 1876 until 18S1 he was actively interested in merchandising and in 1890

became proprietor of the Atlantic Hotel of Bridgeport, which he continuously conducted

until 1902, becoming one of the best known hotel men in New England. He has since given

his attention to the general insurance business, in which connection he is well known.

In 1874, in Boston, Colonel Warren was united in marriage to Miss Clara A. Mills who

took a most active part in charitable and philanthropic work and was also prominent in the

Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, of which she served for many years

aa vice regent of the state. She departed this life March 30, 1913. In the family were

seven children, four of whom survived the mother, but Bronson M., who was graduated

from Vale in 1904, passed away December 17, 1915. Those who still survive are: John M.,

who completed a course in the Yale Sheffield Scientific School in 1896; Louise B., who was

graduated from Bryn Mawr in 1898; and Harvey T., from Yale in 1910. The family residence

is at No. 2354 North avenue in Bridgeport.

His love of exercise prompts Colonel Warren's deep interest in baseball and his fondness

for outdoor life was manifest in driving. The Episcopal church has long numbered him

among its devoted communicants and for almost a third of a century he has been a vestryman

of St. John's church of Bridgeport. In club and fraternal circles his name is a familiar one.

He belongs to Corinthian Lodge, F. & A. M.; to Hamilton Commandery, K. T., and has

also taken the degrees of the Scottish Rite bodies and of the Jlystic Shrine. For thirty

years he has been identified with the Old Ouard of New York City and has long served as its

commissary. As a club man he has connection with various organizations, being a charter

member of the Seaside, Algonquin, Bridgeport Yacht and Brooklawn Country Clubs, a mem-

ber of the Army and Navy Club and of the Hoboken Turtle Club. He has ever been deeply

interested in the military organization of the state and for four years belonged to the

Connecticut National Guard, serving for three years as a member of the Second Regiment

of the National Guard, also as lieutenant of the New Haven Grays and as adjutant of the

Fourth Regiment for several years. He was likewise colonel on the staff of Governor Harri-

son for two years. He has membership with the Mayflower Society, with the Patriots and

Founders and with the Sons of the American Revolution. Those questions which bear most

closely upon the political conditions of the country have awakened his earnest consideration

and he has frequently been called upon for service in public office. For two terms, in 1883

and 1884, he was alderman of the city and in 1885 was city treasurer. He has membership in

the Bridgeport Chamber of Commerce, in the Manufacturers Association and the Business

Men's Association. Between the lines of this review has been shadowed forth his deep

interest in everything that pertains to public welfare, progress and improvement and in the

present generation, as in the past, the Warren family is recognized as one of the potent

forces of public progress and improvement in Connecticut.

HON. WILLIAM WOODWORTH BENT.

Hon. Williaiii Woodwortli liciit, lawyer and legislator of Bridgeport, whose clear thinking

and logical reasoning have had much to do with molding public thought and action in his

district, was born in Norwich, Connecticut, Aiiril 17, 1883, a son of Martin F. and Harriet P.

I Woodwdilli) Bent, who were natives of Massachusetts and of Connecticut respectively.

The father, who followed blacksniitliing in his active life, i.s now living retired at Norwich

at the age of eighty-two years, but the mother passed away October 31, 1912, when sixty-six

years of age. The ancestry of the family is traced back to John Bent, w'ho came from

England at an early period in the colonization of the new world. He settled in Massachusetts,
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while the Woodwurtli family is of almost cciiially am-ii'iit ori;;iii in (oiiiicfticiit. Both were

of Knglish lineajie.

William \V. Bent was reari'd in Xoiwii'li ami was giailnatcil from the Xorwidi Krce

Academy in 1902. In iireiiaration for a jn'ofcssioiial career he matriculated in the Yale

I^iw School, from which lie was <rradiiated in I'.KI.'i. In October of the same year he opened

a law office in Bridfreport and while advamcnient at the bar is ])roverliially slow he has yet

in a comparatively brief space of time won a liberal and distinctively representative clientage.

He is now a partner of Edward T. liuckinghani. practicing under the firm name of Buckingham

& Bent.

In lUOS Mr. Bent was united in marriage to Miss ("oriniie ICthcI Secor. of Bridge])oit. and

they have two children: Laura Bartlett. born Mardi 'J. IVIKI; and David William, who was

born April 17, lUlQ, on the thirty-third anniversary of his father's birth.

The parents are members of St. George's Episcopal church and Jtr. Bent also has

membershi]) in the Young Men's Christian Association, the Royal Arcanum, the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows and the Xew England Order of Protection. His political views are in

accord with the iirinciples of the democratic party and in lull he was elected to represent his

district in the state legislature. From 1910 until 1912 he was chairman of the democratic

city committee of Bridgeport and lie has done much to further the interests of the political

principles in which he believes. He has membership in the Bridgeport Bar Association and his

attention is chiefly directed to his law practice, his devotion to his clients' interests being

proverbial, yet he recognizes the responsibilities of citizenship and the obligations of the

individual to his fellowmen.

.lOEL POWELL O.MAXS.

.Joel Powell Omans Avas fur twenty-seven years an active business man of Bridgeport and

won substantial success as a dealer in horses and other live stock. He was born in Madison

county, Xew York, May 10, 1S2S, and before coming to Connecticut he engaged in the live

stock business, making a specialty of the handling of sheep. He lived for a time in Earlville,

Chenango county, X^ew York, and thence removed to Bridgeport, where he arrived in 1872.

Here iie began dealing in cattle and horses, which he handled by the carload. He bought stock

throughout all the western states and in Canada and made shipments to Bridgeport, where

part of the stock was sold. A sales stable was also maintained on Twenty-fourth street, X'ew

York. He possessed splendid judgment as to the value of horses and frequently accompanied

P. T. Barnu^ to ])ick for him horses for his private use. He had a sale stable and later he

engaged in the livery business, becoming a partner in that undertaking in the firm of (iates

& Company. At length, however, they disposed of their interest in the livery stable and

turned their attention to the carriage manufacturing business, which they developed to exten-

sive proportions. They built carriages for the health department and were builders of the

Bull's Head wagons for the X'ew York trade, with factory at Broad and .John streets. Their

product was sold from coast to coast and in foreign countries and their patronage steailily

increased. Mr. Omans continued in the business there until his demise.

In 186.5, at Earlville, Xew Y'ork, ilr. Omans was married to Miss Sophronia Morgan Lee,

of the Empire state. They became parents of two sons but both passed away in New York,

and the death of Mr. Omans occurred in 1899, after which his business was sold in 1900.

He was a republican in politics and kept well informed on the questions and issues of the

day but did not seek nor desire office. He was connected with no fraternities but was a

member of the Algonquin Club. He fras very charitable and public-sjiirited, gave generous

assistance to those in need and cooperated heartily in movements for the public good. He
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stood for all tliat was practical aii<l progressive in eitizensliip and his cooperation was of

inarki'<l value in bringing about desired results.

-^[rs. Onians still makes her lionie in Bridgeport, where she is most widely and favorably

known, having doiu' splendid work along charitable lines. She lias been active in the Hall

Home since its organization and has served as its president, and for thirty years she was a

member of the board of managers of the Bridgeport Protestant Orphan Asylum. She is also

president of the children's ward of the Bridgeport Hosjiital and president of the Needlework

tinild of America, connections that indicate the breadth of her interests, her deep sympathy

and her humanitarian spirit.

A. H. NILSON.

Working his way upward from a humble position in the business world, A. H. NUson
became the founder and promoter of the A. H. Nilson Machine Company, controlling an

important enterprise in Bridgeport, where the hum of industry is continuously heard. Mr.

Nilson was born in Sweden, April 2, 1849, and came to the United States in 1880. He had

previously learned the machinist's trade in his native country, where he had also been a

sailor for live years. He had other business experience as engineer in a sawmill, and all

these activities constituted a fovmdation upon which to build further success.

Landing at the old Castle Garden in New York, without relatives or friends or knowledge

of the language of the country, Mr. Nilson was hired by a foreman of the Bridgeport Organ

Company as a cabinet maker for one dollar a day. For four months he worked at this trade

and then was transferred to a wood turning lathe. Two years later he was sent as an engi-

neer to the Cornwall & Patterson Manufacturing Company's plant in Saugatuek, Connecticut.

In 1883 Mr. Nilson returned to Bridgeport with this company. For four years he operated

all of the automatic machines in the factory and then was placed in charge of the machine

department, which position he held for six years.

Desirous, however, of engaging in business on his own account, he carefully saved his

earnings until his economy and industry broxight him sufficient capital to enable him to

embark upon an independent venture. Moreover, he felt that his broad experience justified

this step and in 1892 he opened a small machine shop on the second floor of the Hamilton

Brass Foundry building at the corner of Golden Hill and Middle streets, under the name of

A. H. Nilson & Son. At this time business became dull and the firm of A. H. Nilson & Son

sold out to Knapp & Cowles, Mr. Nilson remaining in charge of the business. In three years'

time the Cornwall & Patterson Company purchased the Knapp & Cowles Company and Mr.

Nilson again started out for himself. He became interested in corset machinery and in-

vented several corset machines which were sold to one of the large corset manufacturers,

lie then organized the Automatic Machine Company, of which he was president for two years.

In 1898 the business was divided between the two stockholders and the Automatic Machine

Company removed to new quarters. Mr. Nilson then established the A. H. Nilson Machine

Company in the Knapp & Cowles building.

In 1904 he erected a building at the corner of Railroad and Bostwick avenues and since

thin has built three other buildings. The company now occupies over thirty thousand square

feet of lloor space. Most of the factory is a two story building of tile construction, fireproof

and equipped with the sprinkler system. That the business has developed rapidly and in a

most substantial manner is indicated in the fact that they now employ one hundred and

fifty skilled workmen. They manufacture a special line of machinery, including the Nilson

tilting wire reel. This has been developed through a recognition of the fact that lost motion,

false motion and unnecessary motion cost money. The tilting wire reel eliminates all lifting

labor aiul one man can do what was formerly hard work for two. The operator trips the
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lever with liis foot and the upper part is grafiiially lowered until the wire earrj'ing soetion

is within a few inches of the lloor. When the reel is lowered it automatically locks, so that

It cannot fly back into its former position, .lust an easy lift and tlie counter-balancing weight

brings the tilting section to a vertical position, ready to feed tlie wire into the niaeliine.

The output includes the Xilson standard reel for liglit coils and the clutch reel, also the

automatic four-slide wire forming nuu'hiiies for round and Hat wire, Tliis machine also sliows

many improvements njion others formerly in use and is being rapidly introduced. In addi-

tion to the products already mentioned the company manufactures hook and eye machines,

safety chain machines, paper clip nnichines, buckle machines, gate hook machines, burner

shaft machines, eye feeding maehiiU'S, stud feeding machines, coat and hat hook nuichines,

piano hardware machines, ceiling hook machines, buckle ti>ngue machines, umbrella machines,

tapiiing machines, special jiresses, sheet metal straighteners and wire straigliteners. Their

piano action machines include rail spring machines, jack spring machines, damper machines,

regulating rail machines, action rail nuichines. spring machines, brass flange butt machines,

sticker frazing nuichines, siding ofi' sticker machines, double frazing machines, tongue ma-
chines damjier block screw machines and spoon driving machines. Many of the machines

sent out are the invention of Mr. Nilson, whose nuirked mechanical skill and ingenuity have

done much to further industrial progress.

In 1ST5 .Mr. Xilson was united in marriage to Miss Augusta L. Peterson of (Sweden.

They have had three children, Ifvar, who died in his infancy in Sweden: William, who died

at the age of tliirty-three in 1907; and Jacob, who is associated with his fatlier in business.

The parents are members of the First Swedish Baptist church and Mr. Xilson belongs to

Phoenicia Council of the Royal Arcanum. Politically, he is a republican where national issues

are involved, but at local elections casts an independent ballot. In 1907 and 1908 he served

the city of Bridgeport as health commissioner. On April 2. 1917, he was elected vice presi-

dent of the Elliott-Cornwall Manufacturing Company of this city. He is also a charter

member of the new Westside Bank.

Mr. Nilson has never had occasion to regret his determination to conn- to Auu'rica, for

here he found the opportunities which he sought and in their utilization has steadily worked
his way upward, advancing step by step until he is today at the head of a in'ofitable business

that figures prominently among the productive industries of his adopted city.

WILLIAM H. WESSELS.

In the years of his active connection with commercial interests in Bridge|iort. William

H. Wessels was engaged in the produce business and is yet remembered by many of the

citizens as a substantial nuni of sterling worth and of upright character. He was born at

White Plains, Xew York, and in 1854 removed to Bridgeport, hoping that a change in

residence would benefit his health, which had become impaired. Feeling it necessary to work
in the open, he secured a position as driver of a team in connection with a lumberyard until

his liealth improved. He then established a retail grocery store at Noble avenue and Sterling

street in East Bridgeport and also engaged in the feed business, there renuaining until 1876,

when he removed to Bridgeport and established a wholesale produce business under the firm

style of Wessels Brothers, being joined by his brother, .John L. Wessels. They opened their

store on Water and Wall streets ami William H. Wessels renuiined in active and successful

connection with the busiiu'ss up to the time of his death, which occurred May 18, 1888, when
he was sixty years of age. He wms the owner of the property in which the business was
carried on and he had also made other investments in realty here.

On September 1.3, 1S.50. in the Empire state, Mr. Wessels was married to iliss Martha
C Mcrritt, of Wliite Plains. Xew York, who survives liim and is yet a resident of Bridgeport.
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Mr. Wcssfls always liad j;r(at attaohment for tliis t-ity, enjoying his residence here from the

beginning, and lie was ever an active and public-spirited man, supporting all those measures

and projects which he believed would be of public benefit. During the period of the Civil

war he served for three years as a selectman and assisted in building the poor house at that

time. His political allegiance was always given to the republican party, for he deemed its

principles the most effective factors in good government. His religious faith was that of the

First Kaiitist church and its teachings guided him in all of his life's relations and made him a

man whom to know was to respect and honor.

NATHANIEL EUGENE WORDIN, M. D.

In the ranks of th<' medical profession in New England have been found many illustrious

men who have merited the respect and honor of their fellow citizens by reason of their many

brilliant achievements, and of these none more justly deserves this meed of praise than Dr.

Nathaniel Eugene Wordin, who many years occupied a distinguished position in profes-

sional circle^ in Connecticut. He ranked with the foremost citizens of Bridgeport and his

death, which occurred May 10, 1915, brought profound sorrow to a host of personal friends

and to one of the largest clienteles in this section of New England. Dr. Wordin came of a

splendid old Connecticut family identified with Bridgeport from its earliest days, the first

of the name having probably come from Stratford as early as 1772.

Captain .John Wordin, presumably the son of Tliomas and Dorcas (Cooke) Wordin, of

Stratford, purchased land at what is now the intersection of State and Park avenues. This

property remained the homestead of the Wordin family for many years, most of the ancestors

of the present generation being born there. On the maternal side also Dr. Wordin was

descended from a fine New England house, the Leavenworths, founded here by Thomas

Leavenworth, who came to this country shortly after the restoration of King Charles II of

England and some time prior to the year 1664. when his name first appears on the records

of Woodbury, Connecticut. Dr. Wordin's parents were Nathaniel Sherwood and Fannie

Augusta (Leavenworth) Wordin, well known residents of Bridgeport, the father being a

successful merchant here and conducting a large business as a druggist.

Dr. Nathaniel E. Wordin was born May 26, 1844, on the old luimestead in Bridgeport,

and with the exception of a comparatively short time during his youth always identified

himself and his activities with his native city. The first sixteen years of his life were passed

here and during this period he laid the foundation of his unusually liberal education at the

excellent local public schools. When he had attained the age of sixteen he was sent south to

Petersburg, Virginia, to there attend a school conducted by an uncle, the Rev. Mr. Leaven-

worth, a Presbyterian clergyman. This was in 1860 and the following year the Civil war

broke out. Young Wordin was involved in a number of exciting adventures and only just

managed to get back to the north, taking passage on the steamer Northern Star, which was

the last to run the Confederate blockade from Richmond. A year later, feeling the great

wave of patriotism that then swept the country, he enlisted in Company I, Sixth Regiment

of Connecticut Volunteers, although he was but eighteen years of age. His quickness and

coolness were soon marked by his officers and he was detailed as secretary and orderly to

Colonel Chatfield, in command of the Sixth Connecticut Regiment, a post that he held for

some time, when he was sent south to join his regiment as an orderly and secretary, while

later lie was a clerk at headquarters. He remained with the regiment until it was mustered

out in ISC).-.. During the latter part of the great struggle the Sixth Connecticut Regiment

formed a part of tlie Tenth Army Corps in the extreme southeast during the campaign in

that quarter which culminated in the march to Richmond and the close of hostilities. He

was one of those who entered Richmond with the victorious federal army and it was hia
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hand tlmt drew up the order of General Sheplcy putting the oity under martial law. lie

also hud the distinction of drawing up many of General Grant's orders at the time concerning

the disposition of troops, etc.

This long suspension of his normal life having at length ended, Di'. Wordin returned to

the north and there resumed his studies, which had been so rudely interrupted. He had

already determined upon medicine as a career and now began courses which tended to quality

him in that direction. He first prepared for college by attending the Golden Hill Institute

at Bridgeport and it was while studying there that he first met the young lady who was

afterward to be his wife. Dr. Wordin was by taste and character a student and he devoted

himself to tlio mastery of many literary subjects not necessary in the pursuit of his pro-

fessional work merely because of his fondness for sucli. After his graduation from the Golden

Hill Institute he matriculated at Yale University, where he continued his brilliant career as

a student. He was a ])rominent member of his class and took an active part in the life of

the student body, of whicli he was a popular member. He belonged to the Linonia, Kappa

Sigma Epsilon and Alplia Delta Phi fraternities. He was graduated with many lionors as a

member of the chiss of ISTO. He next turned liis attention more particularly to liis ])rofes-

sion and attended the Yale Medical School for one y<ar, while later he was for two years a

student in the Jefferson Medical College at Philadel|)hia, from which he was graduated in

1873. Returning to Bridgeport, he at once began the practice of his profession and from the

outset was highly successful. He established liis home and office at No. 174 Fairfield avenue

and there made liis headquarters during the twenty-nine years that lie remained in practice

until his death. His practice was very large, for his fame was not confined to the city where

he dwelt or even the state, but spread throughout New England, so that he was soon re-

garded as one of the leaders of his profession in this part of the country. He was never

content to rest on the achievements of the past, nor was he content with anj'thing less than

the latest knowledge of his subject, so that he ever kept well abreast of the times, a course

which was coniparativelj- easj- to him, for his tastes lay in tlie direction of study and re-

search. In lS7a he pursued a special course in ])ost graduate work at Philadelphia on diseases

of the eye and thereafter specialized to a certain extent in tliat branch of practice. His

original intention had been, on taking up tluit study, to reniiive to Aintab, in central Turkey,

and there take up the practice of his specialty, but this idea was finally abandoned and he

remained at home. He did not give up his general practice and indeed rather increased it

than otherwise, but he took as much time as possible for his special work.

Beside his active practice Dr. ^^'ordin was associated professionally with a number of

hospitals and other institutions where his servcies were invaluable. He was on the stafl' of

the Bridgeport Hospital, was one of tlie managers of the Fairfield County Temporary Home

and was physician to the Bridgeport Protestant Orplian Asylum for forty years. In ISUO

he was appointed by Governor Morgan (!. Bulkeley a member of the state board of health,

an office which he filled so ett'ectively that he was continued in it for nine years. Beside

these positions involving the direct use of his professional knowledge, he also held others of

a more general kind. He belonged to many medical clubs and organizations and his unusually

energetic nature rendered him active in aU. He belonged to the Bridgeport Medical Society,

of which he was secretary for two years and president for three years. He was also a mem-

ber of the Fairfield County Medical Society and of the State .Society and for seventeen years

was secretary of the latter and its president for a year. During his incumbency he was very

active in publishing the reports of the society, compiling and editing the same with infinite

care and labor. In 1892, on the occasion of the one hundredth anniversary of the organiza-

tion, he brought out a centennial volume consisting of one thousand pages, entirely the work

of his hands. He was also a member of the American Medical Association, the American

Public Health Association and a charter member of the American Academy of Medicine

The activities of some men must often surprise their fellows because of their num-

ber and variety and the endless store of energy necessary for taking part in them all. Such
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was the case of Dr. Woiiliii. wlio in aiidition to liis many professional and semi-professional

interests was active in a number of other dei)artments of tlie community's life. He was con-

spicuous socially and was an honored member of many of the most prominent clubs. He

belonged to Elias Howe Post, No. 3, G. A. R., also held membership with the Sons of the

American Kevolution. the I'nited Order of the Golden Cross, the Contemporary Hub, and the

Seaside Club, and in connection with his literary pursuits he was identified with the Kairlield

County Historical Society. In the matter of religion he was affiliated with the First Con-

greoational church of Bridgeport, in which he served as deacon for many years, and he was

also active in Christian Endeavor work and in the Young Men's Christian Association.

On the 25th of December, 1879, Dr. VVordin was married to Jliss Eliza Woodruti' Barnes,

a daughter of Dr. Julius Steele Barnes, a graduate of Yale College and of the Yale Medical

School and a practicing physician of Southingtoii, Connecticut. Mrs. \Vordin attended the

Golden Hill Institute and at the time of her marriage was a teacher in a private family

of Wilmington, Delaware. One daughter, Laura Barnes, now deceased, was born to Dr. and

Mrs. Wordin. Mrs. ^Vordin. who survives her husband, is related to many of the prominent

Connecticut families and is a conspicuous tigurc in the society of the city.

Dr. Wordings fondness for literary pursuits has been already mentioned and it was

characteristic of his active nature that he should have followed up this interest indefatigably.

Receiving a most liberal education in the arts and sciences in his youth, of which he availed

himself to the utmost, he continued to read and study along those lines, retaining his inter-

est therein throughout the remainder of his life and justly winning his reputation for liberal

culture and profound learning. As was natural, his professional studies occupied the first

iilace in his interest and he si)ared no pains to perfect himself in his chosen calling. He

was also very fond of travel and and these two tastes he more tlian once combined in trips

wliich he took for pleasure and for instruction. In 1899 he traveled to the Pacific coast and

three years later went to ilexico. He also devoted much time to original writing and many

of his papers on medical subjects were read before the American Medical Association and

other societies of which he was a member. As a man he was uniformly respected and loved

and the sorrow caused by his death was not confined to any community or class, but extended

to all who were accpiainted with him even most casually. Illustrative of the tone of the

tributes paid to his memory after his passing, the Bridgeport Telegram in the course of a

lono obituary notice said: "The death of Dr. Wordin removes one of Bridgeport's foremost

citizens, a man widely known for his kindly nature and his interest in the public welfare,

beloved by all who kiu-w him. Dr. Wordin was of that serene temperament which drew

respect for his opinions from even those-who differed with him. Like many of the old school

physicians, he gave much of his time and service to alleviating pain and suffering, with iio

hope of recompense." As one spoke so spoke all, and the reputation which Dr. Wordin en-

joyed botli as a physician and as a man should serve as an inspiration and example to all

young men who contemplate undertaking that difficult professhm in uliich he so nobly dis-

tinguished himself.

CARL F. DAVIS.

Carl F. Davis, senior partner in the firm of Davis & Dane, well known Bridgeport archi-

tects, with offices in the Connecticut National Bank building, was born in Hallowell, Maine,

Sciitcmber .'), 1875. His parents were Albert H. and Ella (Fuller) Davis. The father, also a

native of Hallowell, was there reared and educated and became a clothing merchant of that

place, where at one time he also filled the office of town clerk. In 1878 he removed to

Bridgeport, where he established a clothing store which he conducted for almost two decades,

retirin" in 1897, at which time he removed to Boston. There he continued in the clothing
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business up to thp time of liis ileiitli, wliii-li occ-uncil in lUIO. lie wiis a re]>i-i>sciitativi> <il' an

old Maim' family and liis yiandt'atlicr served in the War of 1812. His wife was Ixnn in

Wayne, JIaine, wliere she now makes her home.

Carl K. Davis was but three years of age when the family removed to Rridsjeport and

when a little lad of six years he entered the eity sehools. |)assinf; tlndiif;h conseentive «rades

to the hi<;h sehool. After pnttiny aside his textbooks In' enter<'d the olHce of .loscph W.

Northrup, a Bridgeport arehiteet, with whom lie remained for thirteen years, working his

way steadily upward to the position of chief clraitsman. In 11114 lie entereil into partnership

with Oeorge W. Dane, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work, under the tirm style of Davis

& Dane, and in the intervening period of three years they have built up a business of sub-

stantial and growing proportions. They are both well traineil ahmg the line of tlnMi- chosen

life work, thoroughly understanding every jiractical phase ot the hnsim-ss and the great

scientific principles whiih underlie it. They luivi' exi'iiited many tine drawings as designs

for public and private buildings and their patronage is steadily increasing. Jlr. Davis is well

known in this city, where lie has resided for almost forty years, covering practically his

entire life.

WILLIAM O. BLKK.

William O. Bnrr. postmaster of Fairfield and one of its best known citizens, is a native of

the town of Fairtield. He was born May 30, 1866, and is a direct descendant of .Jehu Bnrr,

Jr., who was born in England about 1635 anil died in Kairtield. Connecticut, in 1682. He W'as

the purchaser of Weantenoek, an extensive tract of land lying on both sides of the Housatonic

river an<l comprising the present town of ililford. which also inclinled other towns east and

west. His partners in this enterprise were Captain Nathan (iould, who was afterward lieu-

tenant governor, and his brother, .Tohn Burr. These brothers were sons of Jehu Burr, who
came to New England with AVinthro]) early in 1630 and settled in the Massachusetts Bay

colony, while later they went to Fairtield, Connecticut. Peter Bnrr, who was a native of

Fairfield, married Esther Jennings, a daughter of Dr. Seth Jennings, and they became the

parents of nine children, the youngest of whom was Ebenezer Burr, who was born in Fairtield,

December 23, 1798. and died November 28, 1873. He was married April 24, 1835, to Hannah

Osborne, a daughter of Daniel Osborne, of Fairfield, and they, too, were parents of nine children.

One of their sons, William Burr, was born in Fairfield and there spent his entire life, being

engaged in agricultural pursuits. He was the owner of a silver tankard which was presented

to Abigail Burr by her brother, Thaddeus Burr, in 1755. Thaddeus Burr also presented a

similar one to his sister Eunice, who became the wife of Benjamin Wyncoop. The first

mentioned tankard later formed a part of the communion service of the Fairfield Congregational

church. On the tankard are engraved the words: "The gift of Thaddeus Burr to Abigail

Bnrr, 1755." William Bnrr was married September 6, 1859, to Catharine Sherwood, a daughter

of Silas Burr .Sherwood, of Fairfield. Their children were: Annie S., who was born in May,

1861; Harriet E., in 1862; Sarah B.. in 1864; William Osborne. May 30, 1806; Frederick A.,

1868; Kate L., who was born in 1870 and died ilay 11. 1873; Mary T., born in 1873; and

Louisa A., born in 1879.

William Osborne Burr was born on the old homestead farm in Fairfield and was there

reared to manhood. He attended the public schools of that district and made farmino- his

jirincipal occupation, giving it his full time and attention and winning success in the under-

taking. He has been a lifelong democrat, always supporting the principles of that party, and

he has ever taken a deep interest in the public schools of Fairfield. He served as a member
of the school board for twelve years and has been a stanch supporter of the public school

system, believing that the hope of the future of America lies in the education of it*; sons and
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(liui^'liters in lessons of patriotism tliat will lead to the upbuilding; of this great country and

its institutions. He lias also served as a member of the board of relief in the town of Fairlield

and in March, 1U17, he was appointed by President Wilson postmaster of FairlieUl to succeed

S. C. Bradley, who resigned tliat otiic;'. Mr. Burr is tilling the position to the general

satisfaction of all and gives to his duties his entire time and attention.

Mr. Burr was married in Fairfield to Miss Aretta S. Sherwood and to them have been

born four children: Catharine, who was educated in the public and high schools of Pairlield;

Aretta, who was also graduated from the high school and is now attending a physical culture

school; William Eben, born in A])ril, I'JUl; and Eunice I). Mr. Burr is a member of the

(U-eenliehl Covintry Club, of which he has been president. He and his wife are members of the

Congregational church of Fairfield, in which he has filled the office of deacon for the past

twenty years. He takes a deep interest in liis native town, its people and its institutions,

and is a man of progressive ideas, broad-minded and liberal in his views and foremost in every

enterprise that is for the benefit of Fairfield.

THE ^^•AKEMAN FAiULY.

The Wakeman family of Southport. Connecticut, of whom Miss Frances Wakeraan is

a representative, is one of the oldest and best known in this section of the state. A very

interesting genealogy of the familj' was compiled and published in 1900 by Robert Peele

Wakeman. a well known citizen of Southport. .Jesup Wakeman-. the grandfather of Miss

Frances Wakeman, was born at Greens Farms, Fairfield county, February 12, 1771, and was

a son of Jesup and Amelia (Banks) Wakeman, and the former was a descendant of the Rev.

Samuel Wakeman, who was one of the early ministers of the gospel in that town. Jesup

Wakeman became a well known merchant of Southport, where he settled in the early part

of the nineteenth century. He also owned several vessels and was one of the foremost

business men and citizens of his locality. A man of marked enterprise and progressive spirit,

he took a deep interest in the public affairs of his adopted town and its institutions and his

efl'orts constituted a contributing element to the ui)building of the community. He was

one of the origiiuU directors of the Bridgeport Bank, being chosen for that office in 1807

and continuously serving on the board for twenty-one years. He occupied the position of

United States internal revenue collector in the district which includes Fairfield from 1815

until 1818. He was also largely interested in the Turnpike Cinnpany. whicli built and owned

a section of the new turnpike between New York and New Haven, and he was also interested

in buying up fire land scri]> issni'd by tlie government to recompense the people for their

losses by the British during the Revolutionary war. For this scrip he obtained government

land, which he located in northern Ohio and the Western Reserve, and the town of Wakeman,

Ohio, was named in his honor. His business affairs were so wisely managed and his invest-

ments so judiciously made that he was one of the wealthiest men in his section of the state

when he passed away at his home in Soutliport in May, 1844. He had been married on

the 24th of May, 1792, to Jliss Esther Dimon, who was born January 28, 1770, a daughter

of William B. and Esther (Sturgess) Dimon and a descendant of one of the oldest families of

this section of the state. She passed away March 17, 185.5, and their eight children all have

long since departed this life.

Zalmon Bradley Wakeman, son of Jesup Wakeman, was born in Southport, November

2, 1803. and was there reared to manhood, becoming in time one of Southport's best known

and most highly respected citizens. He was also a very successful business man and left a

large property to his family at the time of his dcatli. He was greatly interested in church

work and his life was characterized by the most rigid integrity and the utmost honesty of

purpose. His demise occurred in Southport, February 12, 1865, and was the occasion of deep
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and widespread regret, liis memory being lionored hy all wIki knew liim. On the ~'.',d of

March, 1829, he had married Sarah Ann Fowler, wlio was born Inly 22, LSOti, and was a

daughter of Stei)hen and Mary (Strong) Fowler, of Guilford, (.onnectieut. She died July 30,

1ST3, and of her three daughters only iliss Frances Wakeman. the second in order of birth,

is living, 'i'lie others were -Mary I'owler and Sarali \\ liitc, the latter having passed away in

infancy.

Miss Frances Wakenian was reared to wiiinaiiliood in her native town of Soutliport,

where she has spent her entire life. Her beautiful home, Kose Hill, which eonimanda a

view of Long Island Sound and surrounding sections of Soutliport. is one of the most attrac-

tive places in this part of the state. Mis.s Wakenian is a lady of innate culture, possessing

refined taste and artistic temperament. She is one of the best known women of Fairfield

county and she takes a most active and helpful interest in the jniblic affairs of the village

of Soutliport and its institutions. This was manifest in the beautiful gift which she and

her cousin, Miss Crapo, made to the people of Soutliport. The gift was a red brick building

known as the Wakeman Memorial and erected in iiieiiiory of their grandfather, Jesup W'ake-

man, at a cost of fifty thousand dollars, to be used by the boys and girls of Southport as a

club house. The building is maintained by JVUss Wakeman and in it are found a reading

room, a sewing room and rooms for dancing and recreation where the boys and girls may
find entertainment amid delightful and beneficial surroundings. Instruction is given to the

girls in sewing and dancing is also taught. This building was opened in 1913 and it contains

a bronze tablet on which is engraved the following: "The Wakeman Memorial, 1913. This

building was erected and equipped for philanthropic work with funds contributed by Frances

Wakeman and Cornelia Wakeman t'rapo. Their grandfather. .Jesup Wakeman, is remem-

bered in its name. On Christmas day of 1913 it was opened to the youth of Southport in

the hope that its privileges would enable and persuade them t« grow up worthy in the com-

munity which the donors love, regardless of circumstances or creed. Their welcome here

depends alone upon the regard tliey show for that which the place provides."

Because of her beneficence in this matter Miss Wakeman will be remembered and her

memory revered bj- the boys and girls of Southport for many generations to come. She is

loved by the people of the town for her many acts of kindness and charity, for she is con-

tinually extending a helping hand where assistance is needed. She was one of the organ-

izers and charter members of the Dorothy Ripley Cliapter of the Daughters of the American

Revolution at Southport, is its historian and has been a delegate to the national congress at

Washington, D. C, several times. Her activities and her philanthropies for the benefit of

Southport continue to make the name of Wakeman a most honored one in this community.

WILLIAJl CRANSTOLTN.

William Cranstoun. of Stratford, an attorney at law now successfully practicing in

Hoboken, New Jersey, was there born September 1, 1843. His parents emigrated from Scotland

and he was educated in a Scotch Presbyterian parish school and also in the public schools

of Hoboken, New .Jersey. Starting out in the business world, he turned his attention to

mercantile lines for a brief period and later was in the office of the county clerk of Hud-

son county. New .Jersey. He also spent six months in the office of the United States

revenue collector but other than this has never sought nor desired official positions. On

leaving the county clerk's office he took up the study of law under the direction of .1. Harvey

Lyons, who had married his sister and who directed the reading of Mr. Cranstoun for four

years. He was admitted to the New .Jersey bar in 187.5 and has since continuously practiced

in the city of Hoboken, but expects to retire in May, 1918, after forty-three years' connection

Vol. II—
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with the profession in said city. Througli four decades iiis office has been in one location and

for some time his son, Kenneth Douglas Cranstoun, has practiced with him.

Mr. Cranstoun married into old Stratford families. He first married Annie I., daughter

of Samuel and Eliza Plumb, November 9, 1871, and they had two chil(Jren: Nellie Fairchild,

who was born December 9, 1872', and passed away March 2, 1888; and Marion Grace, who was

born May 19, 1876, married C. T. Horrmann and resides at Summit, New Jersey. Mrs. Cran-

stoun departed this hie March 26, 1878, and October 6, 1881, Mr. Cranstoun married her sister,

Louise A., who died November 2, 1885. She had two childern: Kenneth Douglas was born

February 6, 1883, married Marjorie B. Maynard, niece of Elliot Peek, of Stratford, and

resides in Summit, New Jersey. Elsie was born April 16, 1884, married Arthur Wilson and

lives in Glasgow, Scotland. On February 27, 1909, Mr. Cranstoun married Eva, daughter of

Samuel \V. and Amelia Benjamin, also a representative of an old Stratford family.

The house occupied by the Cranstoun family in Stratford was erected in 1780 and is one

of the old landmarks of the town, although it has been much modernized by improvements

made upon it in late years. Mr. Cranstoun is a member of the Central Presbyterian church of

Summit, New Jersey, and he belongs to the Men's Club of Stratford.

J. I. FLINT.

J. 1. FUnt, of Fairfield, for twelve years town clerk and collector of taxes, was born on

the 18th of September, 1880, in Bridgeport. He attended the public schools of Bridgeport

and Fairfield and also the University School at Bridgeport, and later entered the Yale Law

School, from which he was graduated in 1902. Since 1904 he has served continuously as town

clerk and collector of taxes.

In 1908 occurred the marriage of Mr. Flint and Miss Clara L. Milbrook, a native of

Bridgeport, and they have a daughter, Retha M. The family attend the Congregational church

and Mr. Flint belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the Improved Order

of Red Men. Although his private practice and his official duties make heavy demands upon

his time, he can always be dcpenilcd upon to support a measure whose object is the advance-

ment of his community along moral, civic or commercial lines.

ALBERT J. MERRITT.

Albert J. Merritt, a well known member of the Bridgeport bar and also prominent in con-

nection with naval interests of the United States, was born in Mount Vernon, New York.

In his boyhood days he came to Bridgeport with his parents and in due course of time com-

pleted the high school course with the class of 1898. He prepared for professional activities

in the Yale Law School, where he won his degree in 1901. He has since been a member of

the Bridgeport bar and is a successful lawyer who has advanced steadily and today occupies

a prominent position as an able advocate and safe counsellor. For more than ten years he has

been prosecuting liquor agent of F'airfield county, and recently was special prosecuting

attorney.

On the »tli of Dcceml)er, 1914, Mr. Jlerritt was united in marriage to Miss Grace E.

Andrews of Bridgeport, and they have one child, Althea, born June 12, 1916.

Aside from his law practice and his home Lieutenant Merritt practically devotes his entire

time to naval militia matters. In 1906 he passed an examination for a commission in the

Connecticut Naval Militia and on the 23rd of April, 1909, was made a lieutenant, junior

crade, wliilc on the 2d of December. 1912. he was commissioned lieutenant. On the 20th of
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Jlay, ]'.M5, In- became state oiilnaiue otlicer whieli position lie now oeeupies, and lie is also

secretary of the National Naval Militia Association of the United States. When war was

declared with t.'erniany he was one of the first to leave Bridgejiort to serve his country and

was immediately assigned for duty as the senior watch officer aboard the battleship U. S. S.

Georgia. He is a republican, has always taken an active interest in local politics, serving for

four years as re|)ublican district chairman, and belongs to numerous clubs and social organi-

zations of Bridgeport. He is an Klk and a prominent Alason, having taken the Royal Arch

and Knight Templar degrees, while with the nobles of the Mystic Miriiie he has crossed

the sands of the desert. He is, however, first and foremost a lawyer, has membership in the

Bridgeport and American Bar Associations and practices before both the state and federal

courts.

H. A. MAYSE.

The important business projects which have made Bridgi'port a great nianuiactui iiig and

commercial center find a worthy reiiresentative in H. A. Mayse, who was born in Kansas,

September IT. ISTil He was left an orplian during liis early youth and went to Washington,

D. C, with an uncle. In the accjuirement of an education he attended tlie public schools and

afterward became a pu[)il in the Moses Brown School at Provi<lence, Rhode Island. Early in

his business career he became identified with banking as an employe in the Lincoln National

Bank in Washington, where he remained for several years. He came to Bridgeport in 18!)S

as a representative of the American Graphophone Com])any, and in IHOI he became associated

with the H. O. Canfield C«mpany in the capacity of bookkeeper. His abilitj' and loyalty won

him advancement and in 1907 he was made superintendent of the business. In 1908 he became

acting secretary and in 1914 was chosen assistant treasurer. The following year he was

elected secretary and in 1916 he was chosen vice president and treasurer, in which dual

capacity he now serves, devoting his energies to the financial interests and management of

the business. His early training in banking and his study of financial problems have well

qualified him for the work which he has undertaken and in which he has made consecutive

progress bringing him to a [irominent and most creditalde position in business circles in his

adopted city.

On the 14tli of October, 1903, Mr. Mayse w-as married to Miss Margaret T. Starr, a daughter

of Major \V. W. Starr, of Bridgeport. Politically Mr. Mayse is a republican, giving strong

indorsement to the party, although never seeking office as a reward for party fealty. He

belongs to the Masonic fraternity and the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, while along

even more strictly social lines his membership is with the Algonquin and the Brooklawu

Country Clubs.

JUDGE PATRICK KANE.

Judge Patrick Kane, a practicing attorney of Bri<lgeport and former deputy judge of the

city court, was born on the 14th of November, 1848, in New York city, a son of Patrick Kane,

Sr., whose birth occurred in Dublin, Ireland, in 1826, and who in 1847 came to the United

States. The same year he was married in Brooklyn. New York, to Catherine Smith, also a

native of Dublin, where they had grown up together. The father was a tailor by trade and

at the time of the Civil war put aside all business and personal considerations in order to

espouse the Union cause. His death occurred in 1868 of a disease contracted while at the

front. His widow survived him for many years, passing away in 1898.



140 BBIDGEPORT AND VICINITY

Judge Kane was tlie eldest in a family of nine children of whom three are yet living, his

sister being Mrs. Eliza Hornby and his brother George Kane, both of Bridgeport, to which

city the family removed from New York in 1854.

• hidge Kane was at that time a little lad of six years, and accordingly he entered tlie

public schools of Bridgeport, wherein he pursued his studies until entering Bryant & Stratton

Business College. He afterward attended the Yale Law School from which he was graduated

in 1888, and since that time he has been actively engaged in the practice of law in Bridge-

port, starting upon his professional career in the office which he now occupies in the Sturdevant

building. Throughout the intervening years he has continued in the general practice of law

with good success, a liberal and distinctively representative clientage being accorded him.

He is most careful in his analysis of a case, accurate in his application of legal principles,

while his deductions are sound and his reasoning logical.

On the 2Uth of July, 1899, Judge Kane was marrried to iliss Amy B. Jukes, a native of

Bridgeport, and they have f(mr living children, Patricia, Richard S., Elizabeth and Ruth, while

a little daughter, Amy B., passed away in childhood. Judge Kane has acquired a comfortable

competence and is now financially independent. Following his marriage in 1899 he and his wife

went to Europe, visiting Dublin, the home of his ancestors, also England, Scotland and France.

His religious faith is that of the Roman Catholic church and he has membership with the

Knights of Columbus, being an ex-grand knight of that order. He also belongs to the .Sons

of Union Veterans and for fourteen years he was a member of the Connecticut Temperance

Union and for four years was editor of the newspaper of the Connecticut Total Abstinence

Union. He holds membership in the Bridgeport board of trade and cooperates in all well

defined plans and movements for advancing the interests of the city. For fiur years he

served on the board of charities and for two years on the tax relief board. In politics he

is a democrat and from 1893 to 1895 inclusive he was deputy judge of the city court, being

on the bench at the time of the street car riots and of the green goods excitement, the cases

arising therefrom being tried in his court. He belongs to the Fairfield Bar Association and

while he is recognized as an able lawyer he is more than that, for he is a progressive and

public-spirited citizen whose interests and activities have always been on the side of law

and order and of progress and improvement combined with a close regard for those humani-

tarian principles which have to do so largely with the welfare of others.

GEORGE WAKEMAN OSBORX. M. D.

The demands made upcni the pliysician are many. Not only must he possess broad scien-

tific knowledge and ability to accurately apply its principles but it is demanded of hira also

that he possess keen intuition and unfailing sympathy combined with courtesy and a spirit

of optimism that inspij'es confidence and hope in others. ^Meeting every requirement Di".

George Wakeman Osborn has made for himself a most creditable position in professional

circles in Bridgeport, and he is constantly promoting his efficiency through his broad reading

and study. Connecticut numbers him among her native soifS. He was born in Easton,

November 0. 18G0, his parents being David Hull and Melissa (Banks) Osborn. He has two

brothers. Orlando Banks and David Franklin, both farmers, residing in Easton. In the

paternal line he comes of a family of prominent farmers. The Osborn family has been repre-

sented in ('onnciti<ut tor more than two and a half centuries. Dr. Osborn being a representa-

tive in the eiglitli generation of the lineal descent of Captain Richard Osborn, who in 1634

catiie from Eondon, England. He fettled in Hingham, Massachusetts, the following year and

removed to New Haven. Connecticut, in 1639, there remaining until 1653, when he was

granted eighty acres of land at Fairfield, Connecticut, to which tract he added until his

landed possessions became very extensive. His first grant was accorded him in recognition of
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liis services in tlie Pequot \v:ir of 1()3T. His grandmother, in the paternal line, was Priscilla

Hull, a lineal descendant of George Hull, who came from Plymouth, England, in 1621)-:in,

settled in Dorchester, Massachusetts, resided in Windsor. Connecticut, 1636-46. when lie

removed to Fairfield, Connecticut. He was a surveyor, representative to the general court,

which declared war against the Pequots in 1637 and jointly with Roger Ludlow was granted

a monopoly of the fur trade on the Connecticut river. His son Cornelivis was a surveyor,

deputy to the general court, and lieutenant in King Philiii's War in 1675. His son. Cor-

nelius, Jr.. was the founder of Hull's Farms, Connecticut.

On the maternal side of Dr. Osborn is descended in the eiglitli generation from .Tolin Banks,

a lawyer who was one of the first settlers of Windsor. Connecticut. He was appointed town

rlerk in 1643 and was assigned the duties of sizing the weights and measures of the several

towns of the colony. Soon afterward he removed to Fairfield and became one of its wealthiest

residents and one of the largest landliolders of Fairfield county, where he took a prominent

part in all of the leading events which shaped its early history. He represented one of the

distinguished families of Kngland. Nathan Banks, the great-grandfather, a resident of Fair-

field, served with the American army in tlie Kevohitioiiary war. Medad Banks, the grand-

lather, was a prominent farmer of Easton, Connecticut, and married Polly Betts, a lineal

descendant of Thomas Betts who came from England In 1639 and was one of the founders-

of Guilford, Connecticut.

The tw^o families were united in the marriage of David Hull (Isborn and Melissa Banks

and their eldest son was Dr. George Wakeman Osborn. who. after acquiring a district school

education in his native village, prepared for college in Staples' Academy in Easton. In 187S

he was engaged to teach the district school in Easton for a period of five months and later

I'litercd the academic department of Yale Cniversity for study from 1880 until .Tune. 1884,

when he was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. In college he was a member of

Gannna Xu. In that year he matriculated in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, the

medical department of Columbia University of New York city, and won his professional

degree in May. 1SS7. Through the succeeding year he was house physician of the Bridgeport

Hos[)ital. and on the 1st of -Tune. 1888. entered upon inde])endent practice by opening an

ollice in Bridgeport, where he has since followed his profession, and, advancing step by step,

lie lias long since left the ranks of the many to stand among the more successful few. He

vcas city physician and surgeon of the Emergency Hosjiital from 1888 until 1892. and again

from 1895 to 1899. and became medical examiner for the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-

)iany of New York in 1889. He has since served in tliat capacity, is also examiner for tlie

Massachusetts Accident Company, and has also been physician and examiner for many

fraternal and beneficial organizations. The only public offices he has held have been in the

strict path of his profession. He served as a member of the Bridgeport board of health from

1904 to 1906. and again from 1910 to 1912. of which he was president. He was surgeon of

the fire department from 1910 to 1912. and in 1905 he was appointed physician and surgeon

in the Department of Children of St. Vincent's Hospital of Bridgeport, and has been a member

of the medical staff of that institution since 1911. He has also attended operations and

clinics in the hospitals of New York city for several years, thus gaining broad and

valuable knowledge and experience. Since 1914 he has been medical examiner of the Life

Extension Institute of New York and in 1913 he was made a member of the board of United

States Pension Examining Surgeons, of which he is the secretary.

On the 27th of December. 1888. Dr. Osborn was married to l\Iiss Nellie Maria Boyntoir

of Peabody. Massachusetts, who was born in South Danvers. that state, on the 16th of

December. 1862. a daughter of .James A. and Ellen JI. (Very) Boynton of Peabody. whose

ancestry can be traced back to William the Conqueror. She is also a lineal descendant in the

ninth generation of .John Boynton. who was born in Yorkshire, England, in 1614. and settled

in Rowley. Massachusetts, in 1633. She is likewise a descendant in the thirtieth generation

of Bartholomew de Boynton. who was seized of the Manor of Boynton in 1067. Her great-
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great-grandfatlier, .lames lioyntoii, was killed at the battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775.

On the tablets on the gates of the Charlestown training field are the names of those who

fell at Bunker Hill, including that of James Boynton, of Boxford, of Freye's regiment. Perley's

company. Mrs. Osborn is now a member of Mary Silliman Chapter of the Daughters of the

American Kevolution. After attending the public schools of Peabody she studied in the statu

normal school at Salem, Massachusetts, and following her graduation in .January, 1881,

devoted several years to teaching in the public schools of Peabody. Dr. and Mrs. Osborn

have become parents of four children: Lelius Boynton, born November 7, 1890, died July 3,

1891. Beatrice Melissa, born April 18, 1892, was graduated from the Bridgeport high school

in 1911 and on the 21st of October of that year became the wife of Alan Edmund Aube of

Bridgeport, by whom she has one child, Virginia Osborn, born July 11, 1912. Helen Eugenie,

born February 20. 1897, was graduated from the Bridgeport high school in 1914, from the

Bridgeport normal school in 1916 and became a teacher in the Elias Howe school. Richard

Galen, born December 14, 1903, completes the family. In 1900 Doctor and Mrs. Osborn made

a tour across the continent of Europe and of Great Britain, visiting many foreign countries

and in 1904 he visited the Pacific Coast.

Dr. Osborn and his family attend the Episcopal church and he was formerly a member of

the Young Men's Christian Association. He greatly enjoys hunting, fishing and sea bathing

and other forms of outdoor life, to which he turns for needed rest and recreation. In politics

he is a democrat and ex-president of the Democratic Association, but has never sought nor

filled political office. In 1912, however, he became a member of the board of education of

Bridgeport of which he is vice president. His membership connections show the breadth and

nature of his interests and activities. He has attained the thirty-second degree in Masonry,

holding membership in St. John's Lodge, No. 3, F. & A. M., Jerusalem Chapter No. 13, R. A.

M., Jerusalem Council No. 16, R. & S. M., Hamilton Commandery No. 5, K. T., Lafayette

Consistory A. & A. S. R., and Pyramid Temple A. A. 0. N. M. S. He likewise has membership

with Court I'equonnoik. Nn. (12, Foresters of America, Konckapotanauh Tribe No. 30, Ini-

I)roved Order of Red Men, the Loyal Order of Moose, Ida Lodge, No. 10, New England

Order of Protection, Dewey Camp, 7033, Modern Woodmen of America and Bridgeport

Lodge No. 3G, B. P. 0. E. Educational and patriotic organizations receive his indorse-

ment and support. He is identified with the Society of the Sons of the American Revolu-

tion, with tlie Fairfield County Yale Alumni Association, the Bridgeport Scientific and

Historical Society and with the Algonquin Club. He is also a member of The National

Geographic Society. Along strictly professional lines he has connection witli the Bridgeport

Medical Association of which he was vice president in 1900, the Fairfield County Medical

Association, the Connecticut Medical Society, the American Medical Association and the

American Academy of Medicine, thus keeping in close touch with the trend of modern medical

research and scientific investigation, his work being accordingly advanced in its etiiciency.

JOSIAH B. HALLETT.

Josiah B. Hallett, who dates liis residence in Bridgeport from July, 1879, was for a long

period connected with the meat industry of the city but is now living retired, enjoying

the rest which he has truly earned and richly deserves. He was born in Chatham, near Cape

Cod. in 1832, a son of Samuel and Susan (Blossom) Hallett, the former a sea captain.

During his youthful days Josiah B. Hallett, while acquiring his education, spent three years

as a pupil in the schools of Boston. He was twenty-four years of age when he went to

Prairie City, Iowa, wliere he conducted a farm and general store, remaining in the middla

west until 1861. He then returned to the east and became connected with the meat

business, selling to the retail trade in Clinton, Massachusetts. Subsequently he carried on a
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similar business in Leominster, Massacliusetts, under the title of Hallett & Wood. In July,

1ST9, be removed to Bridgeport and with Leonard Wood established the tirst wholesale market
in Bridgeport for the sale of western dressed beef. Mr. Wood having passed away, the

concern was then reorganized under the name of the Bridgeport Beef Company aiM ultimately

was sold to Swift & Company. Jlr. Hallett engaged in dealing in beef as a wholesaler and
made shipments as far as Lee, Massachusetts, and west to Norwalk and Stamford, Con-
necticut, selling throughout the intervening territory and building up an e.vtensive and
profitable business of whicli he remained tlie head until about 1U08. He retired in 1909. He
w^as tir.-;t located on Water street, where he erected a building that is still standing, and after-

ward he purchased an adjoining brick building which he remodeled. This he sold to Swift &,

Company in 1907, after which he acted as manager of the plant until he retired. He was
the first man in Bridgeport to engage in the sale of western dressed beef e.xclusively and he
devoted his entire attention to tlie busimss, wliirh he developed to large and profitable

proportions.

On the Jth of May, lSj;j. Mr. Hallett was married to Miss Caroline B. Swilt, of

Sandwich. Massachusetts, a sister of the founder of the Swift Company, beef packers of

Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Hallett became the jjarents of Hvo children: Francis Herbert,
deceased: Willard F.. living in St. Petersburg, Florida; G. DeWayne. an eminent oculist of

New York making a specialty of eye surgery; Harrison H., living in New Rochelle, New
York: and Carrie A., who passed away at tlie age of four and one-half years.

Mr. Hallett has long voted with the rejiubliean party, which he has supported since its

organization. He is a member of the Seaside Club and is a Knight Templar Mason, while his

religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Methodist church. He has now
reached the eighty-fifth milestone on life's journey but is yet a well preserved man and in

his interests seems yet in his prime, keeping in touch with current events and the questions

of the day. He figured for many years as a leading and progressive business man of

Bridgeport and has long been numbered as one of its valued citizens.

O. F. DROUVE.

G. F. Drouve, president and treasurer of the G. F. Drouve Company, of Bridgeport, and-
employing in the conduct of his business the most progressive and enterprising methods, was
born in Germany. August 10, 1851, and remained in his native land until he had reached the
age of seventeen years, when he crossed the Atlantic to New York He had previously

learned the tinsmith's trade, which he followed in the employ of others for a time, and then
engaged in business on his own account in New York in 1876. Subsequently 'he removed to

-Meridcn. Connecticut, where he worked at his trade, and in 1885 he arrived in Bridgeport,

where he opened a shop as a member of the firm of Howl & Drouv^. Eventually he pur-

chased the interest of his partner and nn the 26th of May, 1896, the business was incorporated

as the G. F. Drouve Company with G. F. Drouve as the president and treasurer and William
V. Dee as the secretary. After the incorporation Herman Reetz and Henry Zimmermever
were connected with Mr. Drouvg, but the latter sold out and Albert Bradley became connected
with the business. He, in time, sold his interest to Mr. Dee, and Mr. Reetz disposed of his

stock some years ago. The company does all kinds of sheet metal work, specializing in anti-

fluvial skylights and window openers, which are sold all over the United States and Europe.
The goods in which the company specializes are a patented line, and employment is furnished

to about seventy people, mostly skilled labor. The output of the factory is sold to builders,

and something of the vast volume of the business handled by the firm is indicated in the fact

that the company spends about ten thousand dollars annually for advertising alone. The plant

is splendidly equipped with the latest improved machinery necessary for work of that charac-
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ter, and the business is so thoroughly systematized that there is no loss of time, labor or

material. The faetorj- is located at Xo. 40 DrouvC street, which in 1916 changed its name
from Tulip to Drouv6 street.

In 1880 ilr. DrouvC was united in niarriiage to Miss Pauline Cache, a native of Germany.

They have three daughters: Bertha, the wife of Job Shepherd, of Bridgeport; Minnie, the

wife of LeRoy Dickerson; and Ethel, at home. In politics Mr. Drouve follows an independent

course, exercising his right of franchise according to the capabilities of the candidates. Fra-

ternally he is connected with the Masons and the Odd Fellows, and in the former has taken

the Knight Templar degree of the York Rite and the Thirty-Second degree of the Scottish

Rite, while with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine he has crossed the sands of the desert.

He is preeminently a business man, active, alert and energetic, concentrating his efl'orts upon

the upbuilding of the great industry which he founded, yet he is not remiss in the duties of

citizensliip nor neglectful of the social side of life.

MRS. FANNY CURTIS PECK.

Jlrs. Fanny Curtis Peck has spent practically her entire life in Stratford, where she now
makes her home. She is a daughter of Lewis Curtis, who was one of the pioneer residents

of Stratford and traced his ancestry back in this country to 1634, when the progenitor of the

family in the new world settled at Concord, Massachusetts. He removed, however, to Stratford

in 1638 and was among the early settlers at Stratford, taking up his abode on the present

site of the city when it was an unoccupied wilderness. The forebears of the Curtis family

have a most interesting military history, for their names figure in connection with the

records of the I'rench and Indian war, the Revolutionary war, the War of 1812, the Mexican

war and the Civil war. Lewis Curtis, father of Mrs. Peck, was an expert cabinetmaker and

his daughter has in her possession clocks and cabinets which he made from oak obtained in

England. One of the clocks was made from an old cupboard said to have been brought to

America on the JIaytlower. Through all the intervening years from the first settlement

down to the present the Curtis family has figured prominently in connection with tlic history

of Bridgeport, but today Jlrs. Peck is the only survivor of that family.

She was educated in the public schools of Stratford and also in the Sedgwick Academy

and in 1882 she gave her hand in marriage to .Job Peck, the sweetheart of her girlhood days.

In the same year, however, after an illness of but three days, he passed away. In her infancy

Mrs. Peck was baptized in the Methodist Episcopal church, which she afterward joined and of

which she has since been a loyal and devoted member.

CHARLES D. JIILLS.

One feels a sense of resignation when an aged man is called from this life—one who has

completed his work and whose powers have become lessened by advancing years; but when the

youn<' are called, it seems that opportunity for further activity and accomplishment should

be given tliem. It was a matter of the deepest regret when Charles D. Mills passed away

in ]8!)3, at the age of but thirty years. He was born in Boston in 1862 and was educated

in Southboro, Massachusetts. He later entered the First Bridgeport National Bank in the

capacity of bookkeeper and afterward became connected with the wholesale grocery house of

David Trubee & Company, with which he remained for a few years. Ill healtli, however, forced

his retirement from business and for some time before his demise he was unable to resume

business cares.
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Mr. Mills \v:is iiiarriiMl in l!ri(lL'c|i(irt. in 18S4, to Miss Helen (
'. Lyon, :i ,h<UL:liter of

Frederick 11. Lyon, who is still livinj; in the eity, at the advanced ai;e of ei>:hty-nine years.

He was born in Uridyeport. Coniiecticnt. and is a son of Hanford Lyon, who was one of the

pioneer residents of Uridj;eport. wlicre he remained for niaiiv years. I'rederiik l\. Lyon

established and bnilt np a lar<.'e hardware business and for many years was a prominent

factor in thi' cDniniorcial circU's of the city, lie is mentioned at h n^tli on another pa<,'e of

this work and his life history graces tlie annals of the city. He married Bessie A. Hawley,

a daughter of Abijah Uawle.v, and they became the parents of seven children, of whom four

are living: Mrs. F. .M. Wilson. .Josephine. \V. K. and Mrs. Jlills. all of Bridgeport. By her

marriage Mrs. Mill.s became the niotiier of oni' s(ui, Charles I)., who was born Novcndier 17,

1884, and married Miss Carrie Weir.

Mr. Mills was a Knight Temi)lar and a thirty-second degree Mason and a member of the

Mystic Shrine. He took a very active and lielpful part in .Masoniy and did everything in

his power to e.Ktcnd the beneficent priiiii]ih's upon which the craft is based. He was also a

member of the Royal Arcanum and of the Si-aside ( lub and he had many substantial and

admirable qualities which endeared him to all with whom he came in contact, so that at his

passing he left behind him many fri<'nds to mourn his loss as wi 11 as his immediate family.

LUCIUS L. BRIDGE.

Lucius L. Bridge, a consulting engineer of Bridgeport, was born in Springfield. Massa-

chusetts, December 8. 1869. He comes of Puritan ancestry, being a direct descendant of .lohn

Bridge, who was one of the passengers on the historic Mayllower. His grandfather, A. L.

Bridge, was for more than forty years treasurer of Hardman county, Massachusetts, a most

notable record of long continued and faithful public service. His father, M. Wells Bridge,

was born in Massachusetts and married Anna Viola Wheeler, who was horn in A'erniont. a

representative of an old New England family that has been represented in the Green Jlountain

state since the early part of the seventeenth century. Her brother was United States district

judge and the family has figured prominentl.v in connection with public affairs there.

Lucius L. Bridge acquired a public school education at Springfield, Massachusetts, and

afterward was graduated from the Massachusetts School of Technology at Boston, where he

studied architecture and civil engineering. He then took up the active practice of arcliitecture

in his native city and subsequently engaged in the same line in Philadelphia, in Baltimore and

in New- York city successively. In 1917 he removed to Bridgeport. In his professional

capacity he built the Stratford Hotel at Bridgeport, the leading hostelry of the city and one

which would be a credit to any metropolis of the country. He has also been connected with

other most important engineering projects and ranks with tlie foremost in his line in tliis

connection. Until about two years ago he specialized in the construction of theater build-

ings and has made the plans and supervised the construction of many of the leadinir theaters

in various parts of the United States.

.Mr. Bridge makes his home at Milford. He was married October 5, 1892, to Miss Eva
Turk, of Springfield, Massachusetts, a daughter of Charles W. and Ellen M. (Cook) Turk.

Her father was born in Virginia and removed to Springfield. Massachusetts, after the Civil

war, being employed by the United States government throughout the remainder of his active

life. He is now living retired at .Springfield. To Mr. and Mrs. Bridge have been born three

children: Richard, who was horn in S])ringficld. Massachusetts; :\Iarion. in P]iilad(d|diia

and Roger, in Springfield.

Lucius L. Bridge has been a lifelong republican, thus following in the political footsteps

of his father. Fraternally he is connected with the Masonic lodges of Philadeljihia and

Springfield and also with the Independent Order of Odd FeHows at Philadelphia. For years
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lie was organist of Masonic lodges ami is tlioioughly faniiliar with the music used in such

organizations. He possesses notable talent as an organist and his music is to him his most

deliflhtful source of recreation.

HON. STILES JUDSON.

Hon. Stiles .ludson, the only son of Stiles Judson (HI) and his wife, Caroline Elizabeth

Peck, was born in the town of Stratford, Connecticut, February 13, 1862. He acquired

his education in the Stratford public schools, also under private tuition and in the Stratford

Academy, from which he was graduated. In 1883 he entered the law department of Yale

College, from which institution he was graduated with honors in 1885 at the head of his

class, winning the degree of LL. D. He was then admitted to practice before the Con-

necticut bar and received the highest marks of any law student who applied for admission

at that time. He then entered the office of Townsend & Watrous, well known lawyers of

New Haven, with whom he remained until the fall of 1886, when he located in Bridgeport,

establishing offices in the Sturdevant building, where he continued in practice until ,1830.

He then formed a partnership with Charles Stuart Canfield under the name of Canfield &
ihidson, which partnership continued for nineteen years. In 1907 John S. Pullman was

taken into the firm, which then became Canfield, Judson & Pullman. In 1908 he was

a|)pointed state attorney for Fairfield county by Judge William S. Case of the superior

court to succeed the late Samuel Fessenden, of Stamford, and six months later he was

reappointed by the full court of superior judges, remaining in the office for two years under

that appointment. He was then reappointed for the third term and retired from the office

on the 30th of March, 1914. In public life he was one of the strong independent men of

the state, and while a republican, he was not narrowly partisan but held liberal views and

was sujjported by all classes and by people of all political faith. In 1891 he was elected a

member of the state legislature from Stratford and again in 1895 and served as house chair-

man of the committee on judiciary at botli sessions. In 1892 he was a candidate for

secretary of state on the republican ticket, in which year Cleveland carried the state, and

while he failed of election, he polled a very large vote. In 1904 he was elected a member of

the state senate and again in 1906, and he served as chairman of the judiciary committee.

In the session of 1911 he was elected president pro tem. He was a polished speaker and

forceful debater and was looked upon as one of tlie foremost jiublic men of Connecticut.

His honesty of purpose was never iinestioned. His independence was greatly admired, for

he was no man's servant and always stood for the right of the people against oppression.

In 1911 he was again elected to the state senate for the twenty-fifth district, receiving the

democratic endorsement. He filled jiublie office with honor and ability and supported all

measures tliat were for tlie benefit of the state and its people. He was the father of the

public utilities bill, which is now a law, and of the workmen's compensation act, laboring

most earnestly to secure its passage in the session of 1911, but although it failed tlien,

it was passed in the session of 19i:i and became a law. He was a man of great breadth of

mind, strong character, liberal culture and of the highest intelligence. He took a deep interest

in Stratford, its people and its institutions and he stoo<l at all times for high ideals.

In 1880 Mr. Judson enlisted as a member of Company K, Fourth Regiment of the

Watson Guards, then located in Stratford, and served in the company until 1S91, advancing

from private to commander. I'lider his able managenu nt the company became one of the

foremost organizations of the Cuard. Later it became a part of the eleventh company of the

Coast Artillery Corps.

Mr. Judson was also a member of the Masonic order, being identified with St. .John's

Lodge of Stratford and different Masonic bodies ot Bridgeport, including Hamilton Com-
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iiiai.'den- of the Knights Templar. He was also a member of the Seaside and Algonquin Cliibs

of Bridgeport and the Cuplieag and the Hoiisatonic Clubs of Stratford. He is survived by a

widow and two sisters, who reside in Stratford. Mr. Judson ranked witli tlie greatest legal

minds of the state and as an orator had few equals. He was long regarded as one of tlie most

prominent men of Connecticut and at his death every public man and every newspaper

Iiaid tribute to his strong, noble character.

HORACE M. \\'HITNEY.

Horace M. Whitney, secretary of the H. O. Canfield Company, is a representative of that

class of young men who are not only facing, but are evolving, new conditions in the business

world that are leading to broader activities and larger results. He was born in Washington,

D. C. October 11, 1873, a son of Horace A. and Laura (Magee) Whitney. His father was

cashier in tlie United States treasury at the time of his death, which occurred in 1886, when
Horace M. Whitney was a lad of thirteen years. He acquired a public and high school

education, and at the outset of his business career entered the field of real estate and banking

in connection with the Ohio National Bank in the capital city.

It was in 1898 that Mr. Whitney removed to Bridgeport, where he entered the employ

of the American Graphophone Company, with which he continued for about thirteen years or

until .January, 1911. having charge of the cost department. He severed that connection to go

upon the road as a traveling salesman for the H. 0. Canfield Company, and his ability and

efficiency led to his election to the position of secretary on the 1st of .January, 1911).

On the 9th of December. 1911, Mr. Whitney was married to Miss Mary M. Torbert in

Portsmouth. Virginia, and they liave one child, Elizabeth, ilr. Whitney exercises his right

of franchise in' support of the men and measures of the republican party and keeps in

touch with the trend of modern thought concerning vital and significant problems. He has

membership in the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and his name is also on the member-

ship rolls of the Brooklawn and Algonquin Clubs. His worth is attested in all those circles

which recognize the value of modern business enterprise and progressive methods.

MA.JOR SAJICEL F. BEARDSLEY.

!Maior Samuel F. Beardsley, practicing at the Bridgeport bar since 1897, well eipiipped

by the thorough training of Yale, was born April 17. 1874, in the city in which he yet makes

his home, a.son of Judge Morris B. Beardsley, long a prominent and distinguished representa-

tive of the courts of the city. Following his father's professional footsteps Major Beardsley

entered Yale after receiving his preliminary educational training in the Bridgeport high school

and in the academic department of Yale. He was graduated from the former in 1891 with

salutatorian honors of the class when a youth of .seventeen and was graduated from the

academic department of Yale in 1893. He received the degree of Bachelor of Arts and in 1897

he was graduated from the Yale I^aw School, at which time the I^L. B. degree was conferred

upon him.

In the same year Major Beardsley entered into partnership with his father, following the

practice of law under the firm style of Beardsley & Beardsley and has since concentrated his

attention upon the duties of a growing practice that is constantly becoming more important

as well as more extensive. He belongs to the local bar association of which he is now presi-

dent, and he also has member.ship with the State Bar Association. In his practice he now
makes a specialty of probate law.



154 BRIDGEPORT AND VK'IXITY

Major Beanlsley is known in oluli and soc-ial circles, where his popularity is widely

acknowledged. He is now president of the University Club of Bridgeport, was former presi-

dent of the Brooklawn Country Club and is also an ex-president of the Seaside Outing Club.

He belongs to the Comedy Club, of which he served as the first president, and he has member-

ship with the Black Rock Yacht Club and the Yale Club and the Army and Navy Club

of New York city. He is also identified with several organizations which have to do with

historic and [latiiotic interests. In the Sons of the American Revolution he is a member

of the governing board of the state chapter and be belongs to the Society of Colonial Wars

and to the Order of Founders and Patriots of America. His religious faith is indicated in his

membership in the United Congregational church. In polities he is a republican and he

served on the staff of Governor Henry Roberts from 1905 to 1907 with the rank of major. He

has traveled extensively, having visited all parts of the United States, while he has gone to

Europe on eight different trips and for several years has paid an annual winter visit to New

Orleans, where his sister. Mrs. Eniile C. Canning, resides. In a word he is a man of broad,

liberal culture with whom association means expansion and elevation.

EDWARD WRIGHT HARRAL.

In a history of business enterprises of Bridgeport the name of Edward Wright Harral

figures prominently. But more than this his name lias become a synonym of philanthropy

and public spirit. His interest in the welfare of others and in the progress of the country

has been manifest in many tangible ways, and so great is the good that he has accomplished

that the most envious cannot grudge him his success.

A native of Bridgeport, Mr. Harral was born December 12, 1845, a son of Henry K. and

Sarah Ann (Peet) Harral. The former when but fourteen years of age left the home of his

father, Dr. George Harral of Rochester, New York, in order to seek his fortune in New

York city, and there became an employe in tlie saddlery house of William Wright. He

evuiced deep interest in the business and decided talent in his work and on leaving tlie

metropolis he went to Charlestown, South Carolina, to further acquaint himself with the

business in the Wright establishment, and in due course of time was regarded as the most

successful of the southern salesmen and collectors. In early manhood he wedded Sarah Ann

Peet, the youngest daughter of William Peet, and in 1840 he purchased the home of John

Blatchford, D. D., and in 1848 made purchase of the walnut grove adjoining and nine

improved lots. Removing the old house upon the place he later erected the mansion after-

ward occupied by Hon. Nathaniel Wheeler. During the period of his residence in Bridgeport

he became a prominent factor in the financial, social and political interests of the city and of

the state. In 1838 he joined the firm of Lyon, Wright & Company, which afterward became

the Lyon & Calhoun Company, the other members of the linn being Hanford Lyon, P. C.

Calhoun and Willys Lyon. In 1843 he gave up the management of the Oiarlestown house

and came to Bridgeport to make the city his permanent home. In June of that year he

purchased the stock and holdings of Hanford Lyon, who then retired from business, after

which Mr. Harral, in connection with his partner, Philo C. Calhoun, devoted his entire time and

attention to the improvement and development of the business, which was continued under

the firm style of Harral & Calhoun until 1854, when Rowland B. Lacey, who had been

connected with the firm for a decade, was admitted to a partnership under the style of

Harral, Calhoun & Company. In 1845 a branch was established in New York with Francis

Harral, the younger brother of H. K. Harral, and Samuel E. SprouUs in charge. In 1852 the

New York Inisiness became known as Harral. Sproulls & Company. In 1845 the Bridgeport

linn furnished stock for the concern in St. Louis. In 1854 Mr. Harral passed away but

the firm name was continued until 1858, when the business was reorganized under the name
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of Calhoun. Laccy cS: Company. From tlio <iriginal house have sprung many brandies of

note. ilr. Harral was always prominent in jjublic affairs aside from business, and was mayor
of this city from 1844 until 1847, again from isi'.l until 1S.5I and for the tliinl time took

the ortiee in 1SJ2. serving tlien for two years.

After mastering the branches of learning tauulit in tlie local schools Edward Wriglit

Harral became a student in Marlborough ChurcliiU's military school at Sing Sing, New York,

which was then the leading acliool of the kind in tlie country. At the outbreak of tlie

Civil war he enlisted in the Konrteentli Connecticut \oliinteer Infantry, but was rejected

owing to his youth. In early roanhooil he liecame associated witli Lacey, Meeker &. Company,
manufacturers of harness and saddlery, with whom lie remained for ten years. For a number
of years he was general agent for the Wlieeler & Wilson Manufacturing Company at

Savannah, Philadelphia and .San Francisco. In 1880 he retired from active connection witii

that business and soon became a factor in the development of the Fairfield Rubber Company,
a manufacturing enterprise of Bridgejiort which was then in its infancy. He thoroughly

studied the business from every standpoint and ultimately became head of the company
controlling a trade of mamoth proportions. In fact he developed the rubber works from a

small concern to one of great importance, and one of the features of the management which
lead to the growth of tlie undertaking was his fair treatment of employes. He ever mani-

fested a fraternal spirit toward tliose in his service and made their interests his own.

At a recent date the business has been sold to the Dupoiit Fabrikoid Company but Mr.
Harral refused to make the sale until he was given a guarantee that the employees would
be eared for on the pension system. He divided his jirotits with those in his employ and he

enjoyed the gratitude and utmost loyalty and fidelity of those in his service.

Mr. Harral has been married twice. On the l:Jtli of June, 1807, he wedded .Julia, daughter
of Hiram and Polly (Pennoyer) Crissey, of New Canaan, Connecticut, who died .June 30, 1872,

leaving a son, Crissey De Forest. Mr. Harral afterward wedded Ellen B. Wlieeler, a
daughter of Nathaniel and Huldah E. Wheeler, and to them was born one child, Mary
Wheeler Harral.

There are few men who have so fully realized the obligations and responsibilities of

wealth as has Edward Wright Harral. Not only has he shown appreciation for the

capability and fidelity of his employes but has also manifested a strong civic spirit and
has fought that Bridgeport should not be sacrificed to material interests. He is deeply

interested in all those things which are a matter of civic virtue and civic jiride. Philan-

thropy and public spirit are marked traits in his character and democracy, in its broadest
sense, dominates his life. In the midst of affluence and wealth he has never lost the common
touch but recognizes the brotherhood of mankind.

FRANK T. STAPLES.

Honored and respected by all, there is no man who occupies a more enviable position

in the financial and business circles of Bridgeport than Frank T. Staples, not alone by reason
of the success he has achieved but also owing to the straightforward and honorable business
policy that he has ever followed. It is true that he entered upon a business already estab-

lished, but in enlarging and controlling this, many a man of less resolute spirit would have
failed. He has advanced the interests of his banking institution in accordance with the
progressive methods of the age and, moreover, has made the name of Staples a synonym
for the most reliable business methods.

Born in Bridgeport in 1863, Mr. Staples is a son of .James and Sarah E. (Trubee)
Staples, who are mentioned elsewhere in this work. He acquired a high school education
and then entered his father's office in 1881, being admitted to a partnersliip in 1884. The
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lirm of JaiiU'S Stapk's & (. oinijaiiy was organized in the '60s for the conduct of an insurance

and real estate business, and the growth of their clientage and the development of their

interests led to the establisliment of a banking department in 1S74. The firm began business

under the style of J. and (i. A. Staples but the bank was organized under the firm style

of Staples & Company, T. R. Cruttenden and Frances H. Cruttenden being partners of James

Staples, who, following the demise of T. R. Cruttenden. conducted business alone for a time

but in 1884 formed the firm of James Staples & Company through the admission of Philip

L. Holzer and Frank T. Staples to a partnership. In 1903 James Staples passed away, while

the surviving partners have since continued the business. Their business was established on

State street, between Main and Water streets, and later they removed to their own building

at No. 383 State street. In 1881 they erected a building at 287 State street and in 1S92

built the present building, a five-story structure at 189 State street, the upper Uoors being

rented for offices and lodge rooms. A general banking business is conducted together with

a real estate and insurance department, and this is regarded as one of the safe and reliable

financial institutions of the city.

In 1884 Frank T. Staples was united in marriage to iliss Laura F. Stevens, of Bridge-

port, a daughter of William and Mary Stevens, and they no whave one son, Richard T., who is

a graduate of Peck's school and is now associated with his father in business.

Mr. Staples is a member of the Brooklawn Country Club and the Algonquin Club and

for many years has been president of the Bridgeport Automobile Club. He is also president

of the Connecticut Good Roads Association and is greatly interested in the improvement of

the highways of the state, recognizing how much it will mean to Connecticut as a factor in

the improvement of business conditions and as a factor in the social life. He stands at all

times for progress in connection with municipal affairs and strongly endorses and supports

those measures which are a matter of civic virtue and of civic pride.

E. W. S. PICKETT.

E. W. S. Pickett, a real estate dealer also conducting a fire insurance agency, has for forty

years been a resident of Fairfield. He was born in the town of Ridgefield, Fairfield county,

Jlarch 0, 1861. His paternal forefather, John Pickett, had located here in 164!) and had served

as constable of Stratford, as selectman and as a member of the legislature. In fact he was

one of the foremost figures in the early history of Stratford. He was born in England and

came to the new world in 1648. settling first at Salem, Massachusetts, whence he removed

to this state. Edwin Darling Pickett, father of E. W. S. Pickett, was a member of the Seven-

teenth Connecticut Infantry Regiment during the Civil war and was killed in the first day's

battle at Gettysburg on the 1st of July. 1863. He was leading a charge when struck down.

He had gathered up the colors from the hand of the color sergeant, who had been shot down,

and waving the banner rushed on into the fray.

On the 2d of April, 1877, when a youth of sixteen years, E. W. S. Pickett came to Fairfield

and secured a clerkship in a general store. He was connected with merchandising for thirty

years and engaged in business on his own account in 1891, continuing active along that line

until 1907. He then turned his attention to the real estate and insurance business, with

which he has since been prominently identified, having one of the large and thoroughly

reliable agencies of the city. Moreover, he has figured in public afl'airs as postmaster of

Fairfield for twelve years, two of his commissions being issued during the McKinley ad-

ministration.

On the 2d of June. 1886. Mr. Pickett was united in marriage to Jliss Leonora Kellcy, ot

Hyde Park. New York, liy whom he has two daughters, Mabel and Rachel, who are at home.

Jtr. Pickett holds incrnbcrship with the Sons of the American Revolution and his daugh-
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ter ilabel is idi-nitCu'd with the Daugliters of the American Revohition. ruliticiUly Mr. I'ickett

is a republican and for some years served as town treasurer. He is a thirty-second degree

Mason and member of tlie Mystic Shrine, also a member of the Red Men and the Grange.

He became a charter member of the volunteer fire company and he is identified with the Civil

Association and the Fairfield Board of Trade. He is also a member of the State Historical

Society and he and his family are members of the Congregational church. His interests are

broad and have to do with tlie progress and upbuilding of tlie community in which he makes

his home. His efforts have in many respects been directly beneficial and Fairfield counts him

not onlv one of its oldtimc, but also one of its most valued citizens.

FRANK L. CURTIS.

Frank L. Curtis, who is engaged in tlie undertaking business in Stratford, was born in

Dalton, Pennsylvania, August 3, 1866, a son of William H. Cintis and a grandson of Leamond

Curtis, who were early residents of Fairfield, Connecticut. The former wedded Helen A.

Bertine, a daughter of Mrs. Carohne Bertine, who belonged to one of the old families of this

section.

It was in 1871 that William H. Curtis removed witli his family to West Stratford

and there resided for a few- years, taking up his abode in Stratford in 1875. Frank L. Curtis

was accordingly educated in the public schools of Stratford, pursuing his studies to the age of

sixteen years, when he secured employment in the cartridge works in Bridgeport, now the

Union Metallic Cartridge Company. He spent two years in that connection and at tlie age

of eighteen years began learning the marble cutter's trade with the firm of CMrtis & Hughes

of Bridgeport. In 1887 he entered the employ of the undertaking firm of Hubel & Curtis ot

Bridgeport, and with them learned the business. In 1894 he opened undertaking parlors in

Stratford, where he has since remained, and in the intervening period of twenty-three years

he has built up a good business and has won substantial success in its conduct.

On the 28th of May, 1889, Mr. Curtis was married to Miss Emma Arline Atwood. whose

parents became residents of Stratford many years ago. The children of this marriage are:

Arline. Myra and Helen E., all yet under the parental roof.

Mrs. Curtis is a member of the Congregational church and Mr. Curtis holds membership

with the Masons, the Odd Fellows and the Junior Order of Red Men. He likewise belongs to

the Weatogue Country Club and to the Cupheag Club. His residence in Stratford now covers

forty years and with the history of the city along the lines of its material and moral progress

he has been long associated.

GEORGE O. LINES.

George 0. Lines, prominent among the young business men of Bridgeport, is the vice

president of the Peck & Lines Company, conducting a garage and automobile agency. He is

a native son of Bridgeport, born in 1886, his parents being George 0. and Eleanor JI. (Jlosher)

Lines. The father, also a native of Bridgeport, was a son of Andrew E. Lines, of Kockford,

Illinois, who in early life removed to Bridgeport. George 0. Lines was for some time repre-

sentative of the AMieeler & Wilson Sewing Machine Company and afterward established

a livery stable on Noble avenue. Later he purchased an interest in the iJeorge H. Peck

livery business, buying out the interest of the father of George H. Peck, who is now his

son's partner. In 1893 they purchased the building now occupied by the Peck & Lines

Companj- and there conducted a livery barn. Ultimately, however, this was converted into
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a garage. Sir. Linos ilopartfil tliis life in 1909, his widow surviviiif; until 1913, when she,

too, passed away.

George O. Lines was reared and educated in Bridgeport and in his boyhood days became

his father's assistant in business and upon the father's death succeeded to his interest in

the company. The business was incorporated in 1906, with George H. Peck as president and

treasurer, G. 0. Lines, vice president, and W. E. Peck, secretary. Not only do they conduct

a well equipped garage for the repair and storage of automobiles but also handle all lines

of automobile supplies and accessories and act as agents for the Haynes and Chevrolet cars.

Fraternally Jlr. Lines is connected with the Elks but his attention is chiefly devoted to his

business allairs, and close application, sound judgment and the spirit of modern enterprise

are the qualities that are bringing to him deserved success.

THE LEWIS FAillLY.

The Lewis family, of whom Mrs. .James H. lloore and her sister. Miss Margaret Isham

Lewis, are descendants, is one of the oldest and best known families of Bridgeport and

vicinity. Benjamin Lewis, the founder of the family in Fairfield county, Connecticut, was

born in l(i48, in Lynn, Massachusetts, and was a son of Edmund and Mary Lewis, of that

place. Benjamin Lewis came from Massachusetts to Connecticut, settling first in Wallingford,

New Haven county, and afterward removing to Stratford, Fairfield county, about 1677. He

was a carpenter by occupation and assisted in building the Congregational church of

Stratford, which was completed in 1681. He made his home in Stratford and was living in

1718. He married Hannah Curtis, a daughter of Sergeant .John Curtis, and they became

the parents of eight children. It was from Benjamin Lewis that the Lewis familj' of Fairfield

and other sections of Connecticut is descended.

Benjamin Lewis, son of Benjamin (I), was born in Stratford in Hi90 and married

Saraji De Forest, a daughter of Daniel De Forest. For his second wife he chose Sarah

Nicolls, whom lie wedded February 26, 1791, and he was the father of six children.

Benjamin Lewis (III) of this family was born in Stratford, September 14, 1739, and there

became a land owner and farmer, devoting his life to the cultivation of his fields and

spending his last daj's ujion the home farm. To him and his wife, Elizabeth, were born

seven children.

I'Yeemund Lewis, son of Benjamin (III), was born in the town of Stratford and was

baptized 1764. He made his home on what is now Stratford avenue, where he owned

one lumdrod acres of land, the greater part of which has been divided into building lots on

which many homes have been erected, while various streets have been cut through. The

entire tract is within the corporation limits of Bridgeport. Freemund Lewis spent his entire

life on that farm and when called to the home beyond his remains were interred in Lake-

view cemetery in Bridgeport. He married Cherree French, who was born .January 11, 1763.

a daughter of Benoni and ilehitable (Booth) French. They became parents of two children,

Alaiison Freemund and Eliza Mehitable, who became the wife of Eliakim Hough.

Alanson Freemund Lewis was born August 30, 1795. upon the homestead farm at

Stratford, and there grew to manhood. He devoted his entii'e life to agricultural pursuits on

the old home place save through the period of the War of 1813. when he defended American

interests on the battlelicdds. He took a deep interest in the town and its public affairs and

was active in sui)port of cliurch and school. His political endorsement was given to the

whig party and his religious belief was indicated in his attendance at the Congregational

church. He passed away on the home farm May 33. 1859. and was laid to rest in Lakeview

cemetery. His wife, who bore the maiden name of .Tulia Waterman, was a daughter of

Rev. Elijah and Lucy (.\libe) Waterman, tlu' former a Civil war veteran. Mrs. Lewis died
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oil till' lioiiicstwid August 19, 1884, at the age of eighty-live years, and her grave is by the

side of lier liusband's in Lakevievv cemetery. She, too, attended the Congregational churcli.

Tlieir i-hildren were: Julia, who lieeame tiie wife of Nathan B. McEwen, but both are now
deceased; Tlionias Kdwin, who died in I'JOT and wliose sketcli follows; Margaret Isliain,

who resides on tlie oUl homestead; Eli/.abetli Waterman, wlio is the widow of James 11.

Jloore; and Mary Isabelle, who died in young womanhood.

THOMAS KDVVIN LEWIS.

Tliomas Kdwin Lewis, tlie only son of his parents, Alanson Freemund and Julia

(Waterman) Lewis, was born at tlie old Lewis homestead in East Bridgeport, July 5, 1831,

and there grew to manhood. He attended the public schools of the locality and later wag a
student in whal was known as the .lohnson Seliool wliich w^as conducted in the South Qiurch
basement in Bridgeport. Reared as otlicr farm boys of his time and locality, he followed that

business, first under his father. After that parent's death in 1859 the care and management
of the home farm fell upon him. Mr. Lewis conducted that business successfully. With the

expansion of the city the farm projierty was gradually transformed into residence and manu-
facturing sites. Mr. Lewis also took a prominent part in town all'airs and at one time served

as selectman, also burgess. His judgment and opinion in business matters carried weight,

while liis duties as an ollicial were discharged as conscientiously as if they had involved his

own private affairs.

In politics he was a republican and, while he filled public office, he was not a politician

in the sense of desiring and seeking office. He was modest and unassuming in manner and
whatever his public service it was prompted by his interpretation of the duties of a citizen

who held uppermost the best interests of the town. He was well known and engaged the

highest respect of all. His death occurred July 2, 19117, and his burial took jdace in Lakeview
ceineterv. Mr. Lewis was unmarried.

JAMES HOVEY MOORE.

-James Hovey Moore, who for years was one of Bridgeport's leading business men and
well known citizens, was born in Derby, Connecticut, in 1804 and was a son of Stephen

Moore, who at one time was lighthouse keeper on Fayerweather island. The son attended

school in his native town and when a lad of eleven years was sent all alone to drive a flock

of sheep from Derby to Fayerweather island, where his father was lighthouse keeper.

When he reached Bridgeport the tide was too high to ford the river and he had to wait for

low tide, safely arriving later with his flock. He was afterward employed for a time by
Isaac Hinman to make similar trips. Subsequently he learned the trade of ship carpenter,

at which he worked as a journeyman for some time, and he also acquired a working knowledge
of seafaring life. At length he engaged in business on his own account in Bridgeport as a

ship carpenter, his yard being located on the site now owned by the New England Transporta-

tion Company, and there he laid the foundation of Ins future greatness. In his yard there

he built over forty vessels, which were engaged in trade and which were constructed mostly

through Bridgeport capital. These proved good paying ventures and he made a success of

his enterprise. He was also a master mariner and commanded vessels in the mercantile

trade on various occasions. He followed most enterprising methods and possessed progres-

sive ideas and became one of the best known ship builders on Long Island Sound. The
bark "Bridgeport," a fine example of the product of his shipyard, is shown in an illustration
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on the page opposite this sketch. He was widely known for his industry and businesslike

propensities and he ever manifested the most thorough interest in all that he undertook.

He was not only widely known as a most capable business man but was also deeply interested

in Bridgeport, its people, its institutions and its welfare. He served as a member of the

school board, also as a member of the board of selectmen of Bridgeport while it was a town,

and his cooperation could ever be counted upon to further measures and movements for the

general upbuilding. In 1881 he became a director of the Pequonnock Bank and he possessed

a thorough knowledge of the value of real estate, so that his opinions upon questions relative

thereto were considered valuable.

Mr. Moore was married first to Betsey Leete, of Leete Island, Connecticut. In 1872 he

wedded Elizabeth Waterman Lewis, who was born on the old Lewis homestead at Stratford

and was educated in the public schools, in the Stratford Academy and in Miss Ward's select

school. She afterward successfully taught school for nine years in Bridgeport and she proved

the possessor of various other admirable qualities, for, following the death of Mr. Moore, slie

continued the business for a short time and then disposed of tlie yard and plant ti> the

New England Transportation Company.

Mr. Moore passed away on the 7th of December, 1889, and was laid to rest in Mountain

Grove cemetery in Bridgeport. He attended tlie Congregational church and wherever known

he was held in high esteem, being respected as a good citizen, a faithful friend, a devoted

husband and an enterprising, progressive and successful business man. Mrs. Moore is a

member of the Society of Patriots and Founders, also of the Daughters of the American

Revolution and the Society of the War of 1812, being a "real daughter" of the last named.

She is thoroughly patriotic in spirit, devoted to the country in which her ancestors have

eo long resided and in which they have rendered active service in days of peace and days

of war. Mrs. Moore belongs to the United Congregational church, is active in all branches

of the church work and is also interested in various other lines of good work.

JAMES J. SEXTON.

James J. Sexton, proprietor of the granite works conducted under the name of James

Sexton & Son, is accounted one of the active and reiiresentative business men of. Stratford.

It was his father, James Sexton, Sr., who founded the business. He was born in Cork, Ire-

land in 1827, and was a young man of twenty years when he left the Emerald Isle to emigrate

to the new world, becoming a resident of Quincy, Massachusetts, in 1847. He entered the

employ of John Beatty and engaged in lighthouse construction but following the discovery

of gold in California and the rush to the Pacific coast, he, too, made his way westward and

while in that section of the country became acquainted and worked with Flood, Mackey,

O'Brien and other of the early Californians who afterward became wealthy and famous. Not

desirin" to continue his residence on the western coast, Mr. Sexton returned to New England,

in 1860, and superiutejided the construction work on the Sandy Hook forts during the Civil

war that work occupying him until 1866. Later he went to Plymouth, near Waterbury,

Connecticut, and in 1869 removed to Bridgeport. He founded the present business in East

Bridgeport, but twenty-one years ago removed to the present location in Stratford. It is

today the oldest granite works in Connecticut, and this has been a union shop for fifty

years. He did all the stone work on St. Mary's Roman Catholic church in Bridgeport, in

which lie also oave the memorial window. The cornerstone and the statue of St. James

in the St. James Catholic church, Stratford, was given by his son, James J. Se.xton. In

1845 James Sexton, Sr., was united in marriage to Miss Mary Sullivan, of Killarney, Ireland,

and they became the parents of a large family. The father departed this life in 1899, while^

his wife survived until the following year.
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Their son, .lames .1. SeNtoii, was tlie seventh son of a seventh son, aiul was boin in

Long Ishind City, in ISOC). In early life lie was trained to fjranite euttin;^ in liis father's

shop and became prolieient at the liiisiness. lie was eventually admitted to a partnership

under the present firm style of James .Sextcni & Son, an<l is now at the head of the granite

works founded by his father and sueeessfnlly conducted in tliis state for half a centnry

The work turned out is of a high grade and the business ha.s been liberally patronized.

On the 16th of September. 1891, Jlr. Sexton was married to Miss Elizabeth McAuliffe,

and they In-came the parents of five children: .Mrs. Michael tiill, who was born ,Iuly 5,

1892, and now resides in Bridgeport; Vincent, who was born July 5, 1893, and has traveled

all over the globe and while engaged as a newspaper man of Salt Lake City was appointed

first lieutenant in a I'tali regiment fur duty in the war with (lernumy; Milihed. who was

born Jaiuiary ."), 1895; Leo, born August is, 1898; am! Clair, who was born in 1907, and is

now attending school in Stratford.

Mr. Sexton holds membersliip with St. .lames' Roman Catholic church of Stratford

and is one of its trustees. He also has membership with tlie Knights of Columlms and has

attained tln' fonrtli degree. He has tilled the ollice of justice of the ))eace and is a pul)Iic-

spirited man. cooperating in many (dans and projects for the general good. At tlie sanu'

time his devotion to business, his close application and his enterprise have won him sub-

stantial success in his chosen line of activity.

JOHN SMITH.

,Tohn Smith, engaged in the practice of law at Bridgeport as a member of the firm of

Hull & Smith, was born in Coventry, England, November 2'.i, 1867. His father was Henry

Smith, a ribbon manufacturer of England, who sjient his entiri' life in Coventry. Warwick-

shire. There he married Martha Bidmead. a re]iresentative of an old Coventry family.

John Smith of this review attended the Bablake jireparatory school of Coventry ami in

liis youth served a four years' ;ipprenticeship as a mechanical engineer. He was after-

ward employed for four years in a bicycle factory in Coventry which was owneil by .1. K.

Starley, in which factory was built the first .safety bicycle .such as is now in use. \\hile thus

engaged Mr. •'smith assisted in building the first half dozen safety bicycles produced in the

Starley factory and he has reason to be proud of the fact that fie did some of the nieclianical

work thereon, thus becoming a pioneer in the building of a machine which is now in uni-

versal use. He also aided in the establishment of two other bicycle factories in Coventry

in which safeties were built.

Before leaving his native city Mr. Smith \v;is flu-re married on the 28tli of December,

1889. to Miss Helena Bidmead. In 1894 they crossed the Atlantic and have since been

residents at Bridgeport. Mrs. Smith's parents were Joseph and Harriet (Hougliton)' Bid-

meail. who were natives of Coventry but were residents of Bridgejiort at the time of the

marriage of their daughter to Mr. Smith, at wliicli time she was visiting in Coventry.

Mr. Bidmead was largely inferested in the Bridgejiort Elastic Web Comjiany at Bridgeport,

and was thus actively identified witli its productive industries, and for five ycius after

coming to the new world Mr. Smith acted as assistant superintendent of that factory. I^ater

he filleil the position of assistant clerk in the office of tbi' judge of tlie jirobate court for

six years and while thus engaged he studied law. Adniitteil to the bar in .luiie. 1999. he has

since practiced, giving his entire attention to the duties of his profession. He served as

clerk of the Bridgeport city court from 1910 until 1912. He is careful in the preparation of

his cases, strong in argument and clear in his reasoning and has conducted considerable

important litigation. He belongs to both the Bridgeport Bar Association and the Connecti-

cut State Bar Association.
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To JJr. and Mrs. Sinitli liave boeii born two childron, Mabel J3. and Kciinuth B., tlie

fornu'r an ac'comi)Iislu'd musii-ian and vocal soloist well known in Bridgeport. Mr. Smith

belongs to the Order of the Sons of St. George, being a past president of Magna Charta

Lodge of that order. He is also a Royal Arch and Council Mason and a Knight of Pythias,

and a member of the Independent Order of Foresters. He belongs to the Algonquin Club

and to the Weatogue Golf Club of Stratford. Mr. Smith resided in Bridgeport for more

than twenty-two years or until I'JIG, when he erected his modern home adjoining the

Weatogue Golf Club property in Stratford. His political allegiance is given to the republi-

can party and in 1912 he was a candidate for judge of the probate court, but a division

in the party ranks that year led to his defeat. Laudable ambition has enabled him to work

his way upward in business connections and he is now a well known and prominent repre-

sentative of professional interests in his adopted state.

S. E. VINCENT.

Death removed one of the substantial, enterprising, highly respected business men of

Bridgeport, when S. E. X'incent p-assed away in July, lyl5. He was born in Sherman,

Connecticut, in 1854, a son of Egbert and Rhoda Green Vincent, who were farming people

of that locality. His early training was that which usually falls to the lot of the farm

bred boy, who divides his time between the work of the fields, and the duty of the school

room. After mastering the public school course, he entered Yale Law School, and met his

tuition and other expenses by individual effort. For several j'ears he taught school, and for

a time was principal of the school at Staten Island. In 1886 however, he came to Bridge-

port where he began business as a merchant in groceries and grain. The business established

by him is still carried on by the Vincent Brothers Company.

ALLEN E. VINCP:XT.

Allen E. Vincent, president of the Vincent Brothers Company, was born in Sherman,

Connecticut, in 1864, a son of Egbert and Rhoda Green Vincent, the former a farmer by

occupation. At an early date in his business carreer, he became dependent upon his own

resources and is now rated as one of the leading citizens of Bridgeport. He is assisted

in the management of the Vincent Brothers Company by his nephew. Noble E. Vincent,

son of S. E. Vincent, who is vice president.

STEPHEN CURTIS.

Stephen Curtis, who during his life was a well known agriculturist of Stratford and a

local minister of the Baptist church, was a native of the town of Stratford, born in 179fi.

his parents being Levi and Betsey (Ufford) C\irtis. He was descended from one of the

oldest families in that section of New England. He was reared upon the home farm and

the local schools afforded him his educatiiinal opportunities. He was a man of broad intelli-

gence and of high Christian character, was fond of reading and well versed in tlie Bible.

From earlv boyhood he followed farming and made that work his princijjal occupation.

In his youth he became a member of the Congregational church but afterward was con-

verted to the Baptist faith and then joined that church and lived up to its principles and
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toai'liinus during' the icmaiiuU'r of liis life, lie was a tinii bclievci' in its doctrines anil

for a niiiiiber of years lie en<;ai;ed in preacliing the fjiispel as a representative of its ministry.

1-ike I'aul of old, he fought a good light and kept the faith. He passed away at his home

at Oronoinie. town of Stratford, .January 20, 1S()2, and was there laid to ri'st. He had

been aetive in jiublie alVairs and had been called to serve in a number of town ollices,

the duties of which lie dischargi'd with ]iiciinptiiess and lidelity.

He wedded .Maria liirdseye, a native of .Stratford and a daughter of Thaddeus and

Helen (Lewis I Uirdseye and a granddaughter of the Rev. Nathan liirdseye, who was a

well known minister of Stratford. He lived to the notable ohl age of one hundred and

throe years and live months and on the one hundredtli anniversary of his birth he preached

and made a prayer from the pulpit. Thadileus Uirdseye held a cominissiiui in the American

army during the Kevolutionary war and he represented one of the best known families

of Fairlield county. His daughter, Mrs. Curtis, died at the home of her son at Paradise

(ireen in Stratford and was laid to rest by the side of lier liusbaiid. She. too, was a devoted

member of the Haptist clinrch. In their family were live children. Thaddeus Birdseye. who

married Kliza Libbey. died in Danlmrv. Connecticut. Calvin dii'd in infancy. Calvin (H),

v,ho married Klizabeth Wicks, of New York, passed away in Stratford. Robert (i., who

wedded .Sarah Wells, died at Paradise Green, .Stratford. Sarah M. is the youngest of the

family.

She was married on the 16th of ..January, 1S79. to Preston H. Hodges, who was a native

of Manslield, Bristol county, Massachusetts, born on the 2Mrd of .lanuary, 1814. When
young he removed with his parents to Providence, Rhode Island, and in early manhood

went to New York city, where he became a hotel clerk. He afterward purchased the Carle-

ton Hotel, which he conducted fur a number of years and then sold out. He next turned

his attention to the im]iortation of teas, in which business he continued until 1874, when

he came to Stratford, Connecticut, and purchased a small farm on which he began the

growing of fruits. He also mado an artiticial pond on the farm for the propagation of

trout but this did not i)rove a successful venture. He erected a fine residence in the village

of Stratford, in which he made his home up to the time of his death, which occurred .Sep-

tember .'iO, 1901. His widow, a lady of culture and relined taste, still occupies the home

on Main street. The building stands in the midst of beautiful grounds decorated with fine

flowers and sjdendid shade trees. Jlrs. Hodges has always regarded her home as her chief

interest, centering her activities there. She is well preserved for one of her years and she

is honored for her personal worth and for her connection with one of Connecticut's most

prominent and valued families.

EDWARD H. WILMOT.

Edward H. Wilmot, junior partner in the firm of Hawley & Wilmot.

undertaking business at Briiigeport. his native city, was born on the 14tli of May. 1865,

and at the usual age entered the public schools, in which he pursued his studies until he

reached the high school. He made his initial step in the business world as an employe of

the banking firm of T. L. Watson & Company and later was for years in the employ of the

Consolidated Rolling Stock Company. Upon the death of his father, in 1891), he succeeded

to the interest in the undertaking business, in which he is now engaged. The firm has

a well appointed establishment and is accorded a liberal share of the public patronage.

Mr. Wilmot belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is also well known
in local musical circles, possessing a fine tenor voice, as did his father before him, and

the latter sang for sixteen years in the church in which Edward H. Wilmot is now well

known as a choir member. He also sang in Christ Episcopal church at Bridgeport for
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four yea's, was tonor soloist in the Coni;iei;atioiiaI church at Fairfield for four years, in

the Church of the Kedci'inor at Bridgeport for fifteen years and in the Second Baptist

church at Bridgeport for four years. He is indeed widely known in the musical circles of

the city and his powers in this direction are a contributing factor to enjoyment on many
social occasions.

ALEX L. DE I.ANEY.

Alex L. De Lancy, a member of the Bridgeport bar, now serving as city prosecuting

attorney, entered upon active practice here in 190U and through the intervening years has

steadily progressed in his profession, owing to his close application, unremitting energy and

clear reasoning. He was born in Bridgejiort, September 10, 1877, his parents being William

A. and Ellen E. (Leverty) De Laney, whose family numbered sixteen children, one of

whom was a twin sister of Alex L. The latter pursued his education through attendance

at the Bridgeport public schools and then, determining upon tlie practice of law as a life

work, he became a student in the New York Law School and was graduated therefrom in

1899. The following j'ear he was admitted to the bar and has since practiced here. He
worked his way through both the high school and the law school, providing for his own

support and the expenses of his education, and thus he displayed the elemental strength

of his character and the forcefulness which has brought him to his present creditable posi-

tion as a representative of the bar.

On the 3Sth of Sei)tcmber, 1904, Mr. De Laney was married to Miss fJrace E. F'isher, of

Philadelphia, .Jefferson county. New York. He belongs to several social organizations, hav-

ing membership with the Seaside Club, the Algonquin Club and the University Club, and

his chief diversion perhaps is found in motoring. Fraternally he is an Elk and is also

connected with the Royal Arcanum and the Red Men. His religious belief is that of the

Roman Catholic church. In politics he is a republican and is a member of both the city and

state republican central committees. He served as assistant clerk of the city court for

two years and afterward as clerk of that court for a similar period, and he is now serv-

ing for the sixth consecutive term in the office of city prosecutor, his continued reelections

to that office being an indication of his merit and ability. He belongs to both the local

and state bar associations and he enjoys in full measure the high regard of his professional

colleagues and contemporaries.

ISAAC BREWSTER PRINDLE.

Isaac Brewster Priiidic, deceased, was for many years a well known financier of

Bridgeport, serving for almost forty years as cashier of the Pequonnoek Hank, and the

prominent position which he occupied in banking circles well entitles him to mention with

the rejiresentative residents who have been the real builders and promoters of the city.

He was a native son of Bridgeport, born March 15, 1834, and had reached the age of

seventy-five years when on the 11th of March, 1910, he was called to his final rest. His

education was acquired in the schools of this city and in early manhood he entered into

active relations with the banking business, becoming connected with the National Machine

I'.iink at (Ireat Harrington, Massachusetts, in the capacity of ca,shier. After remaining

there for some time he returned to Bridgeport and on the 20th of February, 1869, was

elected a director and the cashier of the Peqmmnock Bank, continuing to serve as cashier

until .laiiuarv 1. 190H, when after thirtv-nine years' connection with the institution he with-
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ilii'w aiul .spt'iit his icmaiiiiiis; days in tlic onJDymeiit of a woU earned rest. He liad been

devoted to the welfare and upbuihlini; of the bank, had been a elose student of linaneial

problems and had exerted liis inHiieiiee to safej;uard in every way the interests of deposi-

tors. In a word, his labors ooiitribiited iinuh to the fair name and his efforts to the stability

of this well known institution.

Jlr. I'rindle was married three tinu's. He tirst wedded April li), 1855, iHss Fanny

Kdwards, and to them a son and daughter were born, but both have now passed away.

He was marrie<l .July S, lstj2, to Miss .Julia M. Scovel, of Albany, New York, and they

became the parents of a daughter, Mary Louise, now the wife of H. C. McClure, of Monti-

cello, (ieorfjia. Following the demise of hi.s seeond wife Mr. Prindle wedded her sister,

Mrs. Harriett N. White. April 19, UI04. She survives him and now resides at No. 795 Myrtle

avenue.

Mr. I'rindle was a member of the Congregational churcli and his entire career, upright

and honorable in every phase, commanded the confidence and respect of all with whom he

was brought in contact. He was a Mason of high rank, becoming connected with the Knight

Templar commandery and also with tlie Mystic Shrine. For one term in the 'SOs he served

as city treasurer but was never a politician in the sense of office seeking, although ever deeply

and eommendably interested in matters and measures for the public good. He displayed

many sterling\ traits of character and throughout the long period of his connection with the

financial interests of his native city bore an untarnished name.

GEORGE H. PECK.

George H. Peck, president and treasurer of the Peck & Lines Company, automobile

dealers of Bridgeport, his native city, exemplifies in his present business connections some-

thing of the development of methods of travel, for his grandfather was a horseshoer and

blacksmith and in the early days, when many oxen were used, he was paid in wood for

shoeing oxen. Both the grandfather and the father of George H. Peck were later con-

nected with the livery business and then, when the automobile was introduced, the old

livery barn was converted into the present modern garage, and thus in the different genera-

tions the family have kept abreast with the trend of modern improvement in methods of

highway travel.

George H. Peck was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, ,Iuly 30, 1858, a son of Edwin

and Caroline (Nichols) Peck, who were natives of Connecticut, the former born in Danbury

and the latter in Nichols. In the paternal line the ancestry is traced back to Henry Peck,

who arrived in Boston in 1639 and soon afterward settled in New Haven. He was of

English birth and became the progenitor of the family in the new world. The grandfather

was George Peck, who about 1834 came with liis family to Bridgeport and purchased land

in the heart of the city which has since been in possession of the family. The following

year he established a livery stable and was afterward joined by his son Edwin in the

business. The latter also learned the carriage maker's trade but devoted nuich of his life

to the livery business. He served also at one time as deputy sheriff.

Reared in his native city, George H. Peck attended its public schools and afterward

became his father's associate in business. In 1893 the father sold his interest to George

O. Lines and the present partners have since enlarged their facilities by erecting a new

building, the stiucture being now one hundred and thirty-one by eighty-five feet and five

stories in height. In 190G the business was incorporated under the name of the Peck &
Lines Company. Later Mr. Lines passed away and was succeeded in tlie undertaking by

his son, George 0. Lines, .Jr., who is now vice president of the company, with George H.

Peck, as president and treasurer, William E. Peck as secretary and Franklin L. Peck as
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a director. Tlie last two are sons of George H. Peck and arc the representatives of the

fourth generation to carry on business at the same point where their greatgrandfather

started out more than eight decades ago at a period when Bridgeport had no railroads. The

company handles the Haynes and Chevrolet cars and also the Lippard-Stewart and Atlas

trucks. They conduct a general garage and accessories business, which has reached extensive

proportions, making theirs one of the profitable enterprises of this character in the city.

On the 18th of December, 1883, Mr. Peck was married to Miss Grace Lowe, a daughter

of William and Abigail Lowe, who were natives of England but came to Bridgeport in early

life. The father was the proprietor of the Bridgeport Boiler Works and an active factor

in the industrial circles of the city. To Mr. and Mrs. Peck have been born two children,

William E. and Franklin L.

Mr. Peck is prominent in social as well as in business circles of the city. He is a

member of the Board of Trade, of the Business Men's Club and of the Automobile Club

of America. He belongs also to the Masonic fraternity, in which he has taken the Knight

Templar degree in the York Rite, the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and he is

likewise a member of the Mystic Shrine. He also has membership with the Sons of the

American Revolution and is a communicant of St. Paul's church. He represents one of the

old families of the city, the name having been identified with its business developed for

more than eight decades.

CHARLES E. STAGG

Charles E. Stagg, deceased, was one of Stratford's prominent citizens and well known

public men. A native of tliat town, he was born October 21, 1851, a son of Joseph and

Helen B. (Curtis) Stagg. He was educated in the public schools of Stratford, where he was

reared to manhood. He held the office of bridge commissioner and likewise served the town

for several years as constable and in 1894 he was appointed deputy sheriff under High Sheriff

Sidney Hawley, filling that office of responsibility witli credit to himself and satisfaction to

the public. As deputy sheriff he did his full duty as he saw it and his name became a

menace to evildoers, for they knew that he would not rest until he had carried out the law.

He made all alike respect the law and never permitted gambling nor illegal liquor selling to

go unpunished. While deputy sheriff' lie figured in the horse car riots of Bridgeport and other

towns and also in the big strikes at the plant of the American Tube & Stamping Company.

He was in almost every raid and every big demonstration held in Fairfield county during his

term of office and became a most valuable official by reason of his energy and promptness.

In fact his reputation spread throughout the state as that of a fearless sheriff and loyal

official. He stood high in the estimation of those who knew him and he had a very wide

acquaintance. Among the noted arrests which he made may be mentioned that of Tod

Sloan, the notorious jockey, who on July 19, 1904, was speeding from New York to Boston

in a forty horsepower Decouville racer, a seven thousand dollar machine, at a mile a minute.

The slieriff stoppwl him at Washington bridge. Another arrest was that of the noted

horse thief, Murty Savage, whom he drove out of Straford, and Leonard Davidson, an

equally notorious burglar. Mr. Stagg figured in the raid on the Modoc Club and other

places of similar character.

He served as a member of the board of relief of Stratford for several years and for

two years occupied the position of tax collector. He was popular witli all classes and he

took a deep interest in liis town and its institutions, doing everything in his power to

promote their upbuilding and progress. He possessd a very genial manner, was kind and

generous to a fault and was greatly devoted to his home and family.

It was on October 26, 1882, that he wedded Miss Emma E. Moore, a lady of refinement
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and cultnro. wlio was Imni in nttawii, Canada, and was a daiijilitiT uf .lanirs and Margery

Moore. Tlicy bccanie ]iari'nts of one cliild. Pauline iMoore, who married Frank 11. Weller, of

Palm Beach. Florida, and has one son, t'harles Stagg Weller, born January 24, lilltj, in the

home of his grandmother on Fast Broadway, Htratlord. 'I'lie family are members of the

Congregational ehureh.

In the later years of his life Mr. Stagg sjient tlu' winter montlis at Palm Beach, Florida,

where he built a home whieh is still owned by the family. He also erected a tine residence

on East Broadway in Stratford, where his widow still resides. Mr. Stagg passed away in

Stratford, Jlanh Hi, 1'.I14. and was laid to rest in I'nion cemetery. On the day of the

funeral all business was suspended in Stratford as a nuirk of respect. The Bridgeport Post,

under the head of "A Town Leader," said editorially, in part:

"The death of former deputy sherilf t'harles E. Stagg of Stratford removes from the

active every day life of that town a uum who has played no unimportant part in its affairs

for nearly a (|uarter of a century. He took to jiolitics from his earliest years and was the

working force in umrslialing tlie rejiuldican rank and file of the old town to victory election

after election.

"Air. Stagg belonged to a race of political leaders such as our town system has produced

for years and although their methods may not always have been of the highest ideals, yet

they were strong factors in securing for Connecticut those many advantages she has enjoyed

over other states. He at no time souglit high office, being content to serve in comparatively

humble positions, while at the same time he was the real party leader in his comnuinity."

He was a member of the Bridgeport Lodge of Elks and also of the Cupheag Club, which

passed the following resolution

:

"With profound sorrow and geiuiiiie regret tlie Cupheag Club of Stratford rei-ords the

death of Charles E. Stagg. for many years a prominent member of this club, and in so doing

publicly acknowledges its obligations to the memory of one whose persistent energy, strong

personality, sterling character and loyal fidelity made much for the success of this organiza-

tion. Mr. Stagg was possessed of tliose qualities wiiich endeared liim to his fellow townsmen,

who were quick to recognize and rew-ard. In public life he represented the true type of citizen-

ship. He was loyal to every trust imposed, faithful to the interests of those whom he

served, devoted to the people whose confidence he enjoyed and firm in discharging his

obligations to society, the law- and to the old town which from boyliood he had learne<l

to love and protect. His unusual personality made him a favorite in the life of this club.

His very presence created at once that atmosphere of good fellowship through which lasting

friendships are formed and firm friends closer united. It is these endearing qualities wliich

add to the burden of sorrow sustained bj- his death.

"The Cupheag Club therefore resolves that in the death of Mr. Charles E. Stagg this

club sustains a genuine loss which the club recognizes with sincere regret and great sorrow,

and further

"Resolves that this expression of sympathy be spread upon the records of tliis club

and a copy lie sent to the family."

GEORGE. B. HAWLEY.

George B. Hawley, senior partner in the undertaking firm of Hawley & \\ilmot at

Bridgeport, was born at Stejmey, Connecticut. December 7, 1840, a son of Sylvanus Hawley
and a grandson of .John Somers Hawley. The ancestral line is traced back through various

generations in America to England. The mother bore tlie maiden name of Maria Sher-

man.

After ac(iuiring a public school education George B. Hawlev became connected with
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industrial activity 'it Stopiiey, C'oiineeticut, wlicre he took up the work of coach making

and was thus engaged until conditions brought about by the Civil war caused the business

to be closed out. In 1SB2 he removed to Bridgeport and for fifteen years was employed

in the coach factory of Wood Brothers in the assembly department, his long connection

there proving his capability and fidelity. He afterward spent twelve years with the under-

taking firm of Hubbcll & Curtis and. in 1889 he formed a partnership under the style of

Hawley, Wilmot & Reynolds, the second member being the father of his present partner.

He has been engaged in this line of business continuously since, and the firm now enjoys

a liberal and well merited patronage, for they put forth every possible effort to please their

customers and carry not only a good line of undertaking supplies but also display that

tact and understanding which are so necessary in the conduct of the delicate duties that

devolve upon them.

On the 28th of August, 1862, Mr. Hawley was united in marriage to Miss Anna Eliza-

beth Paddock, daughter of William W. and Cynthia (Bartram) Paddock. The following

children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hawley: Mrs. Anna M. Church, who is living in

Bridgeport; Lucy M., deceased; George Sherman, who is a court stenograidier and an attor-

ney of Bridgeport; and Jessie C. and Jennie M., who are living with their parents. Mr.

Hawley is a devoted member of the Methodist church and is the author of "A History

of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut." The scope of the work,

however, is even broader, for it begins with a complete story of the settlement of Bridge-

port and has many other interesting features.

CHARLES CARTLIDGE GODFREY, M. U.

Dr. Charles Cartlidge Godfrey, actively engaged in the practice of medicine since 1383,

was born in Saybrook, Connecticut, at which time hisi father. Rev. Jonathan Godfrey, was

then rector of the Episcopal churcli at that place. He is a lineal descendant of Clu-istopher

Godfrey, who settled at Greens Farms, Connecticut, in 1685. According to family tradition,

he was a French Huguenot but may have come from England, as the surname, originally

Norman, is quite common in England. He owned land at Greens Farms in 1086, purchasing

the property on the 29th of December of that year of Sergeant Richard Hubbcll, and in 1695

making further purchase from James Newton. The Godfreys have been residents of

Greens Farms and Southport since 1688. The line of descent is traced down from Christopher

CJodfrey (I) through Christopher (II), Lieutenant Nathan, .Jonathan (1), Jonathan (II) and

.lonathan (IH) to Dr. Charles C. Godfrey, Avho is of the seventh generation. Lieutenant

Nathan Godfrey, a grandson of the American founder of the family, was born in 1719 and

took a prominent part in the French and Indian war, participating in the storming of Crown

Point and Ticonderoga. He was one of the wealthiest men of Greens Farms and Westport.

His home, which was near the summit of Clapboard Hill, was burned by the British soldiers

in 1778. Not long after the birth of Dr. Charles Cartlidge CJodfrey, ill health necessitated the

removal of his father, Rev. Jonatlian Godfrey, and he went with his family to Aiken, .South

Carolina, where he remained until the outbreak of the Civil war. He then returned to the

north and resided in (Jrecnfield Hill, Connecticut, and near New Brunswick, New Jersey,

where he died in 1865.

While there residing the education of (liarles C. (iodfrey was begun. After attending

private and public schools in Suutlipcirt and at Greenfield he became a student in a military

scliool in Stamfiiril, Connecticut, and next inatricnl;it<Ml in tlie Shellield Scientific School of

Vale I'niversity, where he specialized in cliemislry. He won tlie Ph. B. degree in 1877 and four

years later, or in 1881, he entered vipon tin' study of medicine at Bridgeport with the late

!)r, Robert Ilulihard as his preceptor. He also attended the lectures at the College of
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riiyaicians and .Siiryoons, tho mcdifal acpartnicnt of Columbia University of New York, ami
at Dartmouth Collefje. froni whicU he was graduated in 1883 with the M. I), degree. On
the 1st of .lanuary. 1884, he entered into partnership with Dr. Hubbanl, an association that

was maintained until the hitter's death in 1SU7, when Dr. (iodfrey was joined by Dr. Kdward
M. Smith under the firm name of (iodfrey & Smith, witli odiees at No. 340 State street iti

Bridgeport. They have an extensive practice and Dr. Godfrey's skill has won him place

among the eminent physicians of (_'onne<'tieut. He is now serving as surgeon in <-hief on
the stair of tlu' Bridgeport Hospital ami surgeon to St. \'ineent Hospital and he is W(dl

skilled in every branch of professional work.

On the .-{Oth of April, 1S8.';, Dr. (iodfrey was marrieil to .Miss Carolim' St. Leon, wlio was
born September 10, 1858, at (ireat Harrington, .Massachusetts, a daughter of Colonel S. B.

Sumner, of Bridgeport. They have one child, Carrie Lueile, born March 23, 1886. In politics

Dr. Godfrey is a republican and in ]8;)2 and 18113 was alderman of Bridgeport. He has also

been called upon to represent his city in the general assendjly and while thus serving gave
careful consideration to the vital and important questions which came up for settlement. Ho
has also been vice president of the board of education of Bridgeport and is still serving on the

board. He was surgeon of the Fourth Regiment of the Connecticut National Guard from 1S90

until 1893 and was surgeon general of the state of Connecticut in l'.«)3 and 1<.I04, serving with
the rank of colonel on the staff of (iovernor Abiram Chamlierlain. He is a member and
was formerly president of the Bridgeport Scientific Society and in Masonic circles he is

prominently known. He holds membership with St. .lohn's Lodge, No. 3, F. & A. M.;

Jerusalem Chapter, R. A. M. ; Jerusalem Council, R. & S. JL; Hamilton Commandery, K. T.;

and has taken the thirty-second degree in t\n- Scottish Rite. He is also a Noble of the

Mystic Shrine. Jn club circles he is well known as a representative of the Seaside, Brook-

lawn, University, and the Seaside Outing Clubs. He is connected with various medical

societies, including the Bridgejiort Medical Association of which he has been the [iresident, the

Fairfield County Jledical Society, the Connecticut State Medical Society, tlie American
Medical Association, the Association of Military Surgeons of the United States and tlie

New York Academy of Medicine. Anything which tends to bring to man a better under-

standing of the eoniple-\ mystery which we call life is of deej) interest to him and his

reading and investigation have been broad and thoro\igh. He has turned from onerous

professional duties to fishing and outdoor sports for recreation and lie also greatly enjoys

travel, having visited many parts of tlu' Ignited States, while three times he has traveled

over Europe. He never allows anything to interfere with the faithful Jierformance of hia

professional and public duties, however, and has recently been appointed a member of the

Connecticut branch of the medical committee of the National Defense and as one of its

executive committee.

B. L ASHMUN.

B. I. Ashmun, secretary and treasurer of the Handy Manufacturing Company of Bridge-

port, was born in Rutland, Vermont, July 18, 1871. After aci|uiring a ])ublie school eiluca-

tion he secured a position with a New York firm, AUstou (ierry & Company. Later he

was employed by the hardware firm, Hammacher. Schlemmer & Company.

He afterward joined his father, Sidney Ashnuin, who was engage<l in the numufacture

of whalebone substitutes in New Jersey. He went on the road as a traveling salesman,

introducing the products of the house. During the year 1893 he represented C. F. (ioepel

& Company at the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago after having jireviously been

upon the road as traveling representative for that house.

In January, 1894, he started with the Armstrong Manufacturing Company as tiavel-



184 BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY

ing salesman and ((Hitiinifd with tlii'tii until lyO:^. In that year he organized the Connecti-

cut Tool Company, with a factory at Howard avenue and .Spruce street, and in 1008 he

sold out to the Armstrong JIanufacturing Company. After spending some time abroad he

established the Handy Manufacturing Company, making tools for plumbers, electricians,

water, gas, and steam fitters. Mr. Ashmun was recently elected managing director of the

Pratt & Cady Company at Hartford, Connecticut.

In 1896 Mr. Ashnuin was married to Miss Lillian L. Armstrong, of Bridgeport, and

thcv have one son, Frederick S., who is now a high school pupil. Fraternally Mr. Ashmun

is connected with the Koyal Arcanum and he belongs to the Seaside and Brooklawn Clubs.

Throughout his entire life he has so directed his ettorts that energy and enterprise have

overcome obstacles and difficulties and his course has been marked by steady progress.

PAUL STANLEY CHAPMAN.

Paul Stanley Chajiman, actively engaged in the practice of law in Bridgeport, was

born at Bethel, Connecticut, August 19, 1877, the second son of the Rev. Adelbert P. and

Ellen (Harvey) Chapman. The mother died in 1899. The father, an JipiscopaP minister,

has for the past fifteen years been rector of St. Andrew's parish church in Xorthlield.

Connecticut.

Paul S. Chapman has spent his entire life in this state. Liberal educational advan-

tages have been accorded him and he completed his preparation for a professional career

by graduation from the Yale Law School in 1908. He then opened an office in Bridgei)ort,

where he has since remained in active practice, and the contributing elements of his suc-

cess have been a practical point of view as to details and the thoroughness with which he

prepares his work.

On the 4th of September, 1909, Mr. Chapman was married, and has a son, Stanley H.,

now six years of age. Mr. Chapman has membership in the Seaside and Algonquin Clubs

and his religious faith is that of the Episcopal church. In politics he is a republican, but

while he keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day, he has never been

nn office seeker, preferring to give his undivided attention to his law practice, which is con-

stantly growing in volume and importance.

.JOHN .7. CULLINAN.

.lohn J. ( ullinaii. member of the ]!ri<lgeport bar, engaged in general jiraetice in a

partnership relation that is maintained under the firm style of Cullinan i; CuUinan, was

born in S[)ringfield, Massachusetts, September 17, ]8(i4, his parents being .lohn and Catherine

(Keating) Cullinan. Liberal educational opportunities were accorded him and after com-

pleting an academic course at Y'ale with the class of 1887, and after two years spent at

newspaper work and teaching, he entered the law school of Columbia University, in which

he studied for a year. He afterward continued his reading in the ollice of Bernard Keat-

ing, of Bridgeport, and was admitted to practice at the bar of Fairfield county on tli.' yth

of .January, 1891. In the same year he became a member of the law firm of Cullinan

& Cullinan and has so contiuneii in |iraiticc to the present time. He has never specialized

along a single line but has puisued the general practice of the law and his comprehensive

knowledge of the priiicipli'S of jurisprudence is manifest in the success with which hi- has

presented his cases to the court.

In 1894 Mr. Cullinan was united in nuirriage in Kaugatuck, Connecticut, to Miss
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Kutlu'iiiic Kciiiic'd}-, of tins stiiti', :iiiil tlicy liavf tliicc cliiUlrcri : .Mary, Hrlfii and I'aul.

Jlr. Culliimii gives liis jKilitical allcyiaiKc tu (he ilcinocratic [larty, ami wliili' iicvor ;i scckor

for |ioliticaI office, lie lias served for nine years as a nieinber of the board of edueatioii and

ill coiiiniunity affairs is deeply interested, actuated by an earnest desire to promote tliose

interests and projects whicli he hclievcs will work for the welfare ot the coiiuminity.

FRANK H. JAVNES.

Frank B. Jaynes. civil engineer of Hridgeport, was born A[iril 27, 1S71, in the city

where he still resides, and the fact that the family has a French coat of arms leads him to the

belief that the .laynes in America were originally of French ancestry, the name being De .Tean.

The line of descent is traced down through William Jaynes, who came to the United States

about lli-Ki, through .lames, Shadrach, Stephen. Xatluin and Charles. The last named wedded

Margaret Somcrs, a representative of an old .Massachusetts famil}'.

Their son, Frank B. Jaynes, attended the ]iul)lic schools and the Park Avenue Institute

of Bridgeport and, starting out in the business world, was first employed by Chaffee Brothers

on the east side. He afterward worked for Scholield & Starr, surveyors and engineers,

with wlioni he ccuitinued until l'.)i:i, when he started in business independently and has

won for himself a favorable rejiutation as a civil engineer. As engineer he was connected

witli tlie building of a number of Bridge])ort's best enterprises. He was engineer on the

original building for the Remington Arms Company, was resident engineer when tlie Shcdton

Street Railway, now tlie ]iroperty of the ( oniiecticut Company, was built, and in 1,S'.I2 he

was in charge of the wiirk of converting tlic street railways of Bridgeport from horse lines

to trolley lines. He did similar work in Westport in ISil" and in lyil he went to Cuba
to survey and open live thousand acres of laud for the Sargent Cigar & Plantation Com-
pany at (inane. He has been ccuinected with various impurtant civil engineering projects

and now holds creditable rank in liis profession.

In ]S'.IS ilr. Jaynes was married to Miss (ieneva Ii. King, who was a native of Bridge-

port and passed away January 20, I'.llt. Slic was a descendant of William Jaynes in the

eighth generation, her line being fhroiigh Stephen Jaynes of the fourth generation, his

son William, and the hitter's daughter, Rebecca Burr Jaynes, the mother of Caroline W.
Brotherton, who married George W. King and became tlie mother of Jlrs. (ieneva B. (King)

Jaynes. Fraternally he is connected with St. .lohn's Lodge, No. :i, F. & A. M., of which he is

a past master, and he has also been a member of the grand lodge. His military experience

covers three years' service with the .State Naval Reserve and he was ensign in the third

company of the naval battalion. He is widely and favorably known in Bridgeport, wiiere

the greater part of his life has been [lassed and where he has a circle of friends almost coex-

tensive with the circle of his acquaintance.

WILLIAM VAUfiHN DEE.

William Vaughn Dee, secretary and manager for the (i. Drouve Company of Bridgeport,

was born in Philadelphia, July 21, 1.S82, a son of Fred and Anna Dee. The father helped

establish the Union News Company. He was for a long time engaged in news))aper publi-

cation and establi.shed the first illustrated magazine, the American Traveler and Tourist,

which became well known all over the United States, and also the City Hall Record at

Chicago. He manifested the spirit of the pioneer in liis activities, venturing into new
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and uiitriiil liilds, but his sound judgment and sagacity enablid liini to recognize tlie hour

of opportunity. He iias now passed away.

William Vaughn Dee pursued a public school education and also attended the Chicago

Business College. He then entered the newspaper business and was with the Wilson Pub-

lishing Company, publisliers of the Railway Age, the Electric Kailway Review and the

Construction News. He remained witli that company for twelve years, his knowledge of

the business constantly broadening. In 1907 he came to Bridgeport as secretary of the

G. Drouve Company and was also made general manager, in which connection he has

been most active in the further development and upbuilding of the business.

Mr. Dee was united in marriage to Miss Maude E. CJarrison, of Paris, and they have

one son, Vaughn. Fraternally Mr. Dee is connected with the Masons and he is a very

jirominent factor in club circles, holding membership in the Algonquin Club of Bridgeport,

the Bridgeport Club, the Machinery Club and the Friars Club of New York, the Detroit

Athletic Club and the Aero Club of Connecticut. His life has been actuated by a spirit

of modern enterprise, leading to the development of his own powers and productive of

substantial results for the business interests with which he has been connected.

EDWARD WILLIAMS MARSH.

The long chain of cities through which one passes in traveling over th'e north shore

of Long Island Sound and which, tlio\igh separated by stretches of charming rural scenery

for which the region is famous, is yet suiftciently continuous to form connecting links of

human industry, endeavor and prosperity, certainly constitutes a wonderful monument to the

enter]irise of the New Englanders. In this populous region all the activities of civilization

are to be found in the most concentrated form and at the highest level of eiliciency. Of

all the cities that form the links in this continuous chain there is not one that does not

have a long list of men whose eft'orts for their own success and for the betterment of mankind

have been responsible for the striking results that may be seen, Bridgeport can boast of any

number of talented ami most ellicient ])eople identified with its progress, to whom the general

gratitude and honor of the community are due. Among these no name in recent years stands

out as a synonym of sterling morality and worth in a more pronounced way than that of

Edward Williams Marsh, soldier, financier, churchman and philanthropist, in whose death

not only Bridgeport but the entire surrounding region lost a prominent citizen and a

conspicuous figure in its activities.

lidward W. Marsh was descended from sturdy New England stock. He was born in

New Milford, Connecticut, January 24, ]83f), a son of Daniel and Charlotte (Bliss) Marsh,

old and highly respected residents of that town. Endowed with natural ability and varied

talents, the training that he received as a lad was of a kind well fitted to give his abilities

that firm basis of self-control and reserve strength so important in the carrying out of a

serious project in life. Tliis training, so generally received by country lads of that period,

consisted of an admixture of school and farm activities with such healthy outdoor sports as

could be crowded into tin- intervals lietwei'n study and labor. His schooling, indeed, was

rather superior to that enjoyed by the majority of his companions and in addition to the

regular courses taught in the public institutions, inchided a course at the new Milford

Academy and two years' study at the excellent Alger school at Soutli Cornwall, Connecticut.

After the completion of his studies at that institution the young man began his active

career in the humble position of an employe of the Housatonic Railroad Company. After a

short period he was given a ])ositi(in in the freight office at New Haven, where his alert mind

and industrious habits recommended him to his superiors. In 18,'j4 he was transferred to a

similar position in Bridgeport, which remained his lionie thereafter until his death. He
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quickly iiiter,..<tc(l liinis,.]! ii, tl.ca/niirs „r the city and formed as>.„ciatiuii> wliicli were later
of great value to liini. He did not remain in llie euiploy of the railroad .-ompany lor v,-

than a year in Bridgeport, leaving his position t.» accept a much Letter pla.c with the T.
llawley Hardware Company. Jle had h.^en with this company tin a teu years when the
outbreak of the fivil war temporarily altered his course of life, as it did in tlie case
of so many others. Jn lMi2 he enlisted as a private in the Xineteenth Kegiment of
Connecticut \'olttntcer Infantry, whhli «as recruited from hi>4 native Litchfield county ami
was afterward converted into tlie Sec.md Connecticut Heavy Artillery. The regiment was
quickly sent to the front ami saw hard service tliroiighout the war. The qurckncss and
ability of Mr. Jlarsh to grasp a situation singled him out from among his companions and
by the time active service was begtin he had been made (piartermaster sergeant. Not long
afterward he was ])roraoted to the second lieutenancy for gallantry on tlie lield of battl".
With that rank he continued actively engaged f<u- som,. time and was then sent back to
Connecticut to do recruiting work. Ipon Iiis return to tlie front he was given a commission
as captain by Coventor \V. A. Btickinghatn and placed in command of Company M, of whicli
he had charge throughout the remainder of the war. With his regiment he was in (Jranfs
army through some of the most ditHeitlt campaigits, taking pait in the action at Col,l Harbor
and the fighting around Petersburg. He was also with Sheridan in the Shenaiidoah valley.
In spite of the engagements in which he took part Captain Marsh was tiot wottitded. the only
injury which he sustained being inHicted upon him accidentally by a bfotlier officer while
at target practice, though even from this nothing seriotts resulted.

Little more than three years had ida]i.'<ed since Captain .Marsh's enlistment when the
war was brought to a close by the surrender of General Lee at Appomattox, an event which
was speedily followed by the musteriitg out of the volunteer troops. Imtnediately thereafter
Captain Marsh returned to the north and resumed his peaceful mode of living, finding
employment once more with the T. Hawley Hardware Comjiany. His jtosition was a
responsible one and he soon became well known in the business circles of Bridgeport.
He associated himself with its banking interests and in 1887 was elected treasurer of the
Peoples .Savings Bank of Bridgeport, holding that ollice for a term of tweitty-six years, or
until his death. After severing Ins connection with the Hawley Company he later became a
partner of F. B. Hawley in the (Spring Perch Company, in which sitccessful itndertaking he
continued until the end of his life, holding tlie ollice of secretary for a long jieriod. He
was also connected closely with a number of other important concerns, having been president
of the State Savings Bank Association and a director of the First National Bank of

Bridgejiort.

Beside his business interests, wliieh were extensive, Jlr. Marsh was conspicuotislv

eonnecteil with the general life of tlie community as a particiiiant in many movements of

importance and as a liberal supporter of charitable institutions of all kinds. He was
especially interested in the proper care of the sick and was one of the most active directors

of the Bridgeport Hospital, of which he served as president for a number of years. He was
also greatly interested in tlie Young Men's Christian Association and founded the Bridgeport
branch, retaining his zeal for its welfare to the end, serving as vice jiresident at the time of

his death. At the time of the erection of the present handsome home of the association in

Bridgeport he was the treasurer of the building committee.

Mr. Marsh was a strong republican in his political belief and it was cliaracteristic of

him that, feeling so, he shouhl take an active part in politics although his other activities,

which have been enumerated, might well have taxed the powers of the average man. He
entered politics and soon became a leader of his party in the city. He was elected to

several offices and in 1895 was sent as Bridgeport's representative to the general assembly
of Connecticut. In IflflO he was one of the presidential electors of the state. Mr. Marsh was
a man of very strong religious beliefs and in this matter gave his allegiance to tlie

Congregational church. As early as 1858 he joined the Second Congregatko;ial church of
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Bridgeport, more popularly known as the South cliurch, and from that time until his deatli

was active in its affairs. He served as superintendent of the Sunday school for twenty-five

years and in 1870 was chosen a life deacon. Among his multitudinous activities were those

in connection with the city's social life. He was particularly conspicuous in fraternal circles

and was a member of Elias Howe Post, G. A. R., the New York Commandery of tlie Military

Order of the Loyal Legion and other organizations. He was numbered with the membership of

several important clubs, including the Army and Navy club of Connecticut and the Seaside

Club.

Mr. Marsli was twice married. By his lirst wife, who was Amanda Blandon, of Burlington,

New York, he had one child, Charlotte Bliss, who died when but four years of age, wliile the

father was with his regiment in the south during the Civil war. The mother passed away

in 1886 and in 1888 Mr. Marsh married Fannie Forrester Hawley, of Bridgeport, a daughter of

Munson Hawley, a prominent resident of that city.

The death of Mr. Marsh brought with it a sense of severe loss over a wide district. Not

only those wlio were intimately acquainted with him personally, although they of course

felt it most keenly, but all liis more casual associates in business and other relations of

life recognized the gap left in the community by the withdrawal of one who formed a large

factor in the sum total of Bridgeport's life. From every hand came e.xpressions of affection

and of sorrow and each vied with the other to do liis memory the utmost lionor. The Peoples

Savings Bank, which lie liad served .so faithfully and well as treasurer for many years, closed

its doors on the afternoon of the funeral and many other tokens of respect were accorded

him. The press over a wide territory devoted space to the record of his life. The Bridgeport

Daily Standard in a long article said: "In the passing of Mr. Marsh, Bridgeport suffers the

loss of a citizen who was always closely identified with the pliilanthropic, banking, business,

civic and religious interests of the city, and the county sustains the loss of another of those

heroes of the great struggle between the nortli and the south. He was a self-made man who

reached his position througli teiuicity of purpose, faitlifulness and exceptional ability, and

was a shining example of the efficacy of determined purpose.?

GEORGE G. GOULDEN.

George G. Goulden through his unusual business neunun and his marked force of

personality has arrived at his present important i)osition as vice president and general

manager of Tlie D. M. Read Company, an old and famous mercantile house—one of the best

known in New England.

Mr. Goulden was born in Fairfield, Connecticut, on tlie 4th of October, 1857, a son of

William and Harriet Ij:iui.sa (Sturgess) Goulden. His father was born in England but in

young manhood came to Bridgeport and later located in Fairfield, where he engaged in

contracting and building, erecting many of the best homes of the town. He died in, 1863

at the earl}- age of thirty-eight years. His wife, who was born in Fairfield in 1827, was

a member of one of the old families of that town and passed away in 1882.

Mr. (loiililen attended school in Fairfield and also in New Canaan, Connecticut, and

when a boy went to work in a dry goods store in that town, thus entering the mercantile

business at an early age. He served a rugged apprenticeship and obtained a practical knowl-

edge of buying and selling which has served him well and aided in his advancement. In

1876 he secured a position in a dry goods store in Hartford, Connecticut, where he remained

until 1S80, when lie went to Boston, where he was similarly employed. He was next con-

nected with the dry goods trade in Stamford as an employe of The C. 0. Miller Company

and remained in that connection until 1892, when he formed a partnership under the name

of Hendrie Ot (iuuMeii and engaged in iiicrcliandising on his own account at Stamford until



CJ.ijla.l. G. GOULDEX





BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITV 193

i8i)5. Hu tlu'ii caiiif tu Uri(lj;eport and ciitfifd the silk dL'[j;utiucMt <if Tl;e D. M. Kt'ad

Company. His value was recognized, so that in a short time afterwards he was placed in

charge of the linen, Hannel and cotton goods departments, being made manager and buyer.

His signal elhciency as head of those departments led to his being placed in charge of the

house furnishings, china and glassware departments also, and in 1U13, when the former

president of The D. SI. Read Company died, Jlr. Cioulden was advanced to the position of

secretary of tlie company and later in the same year became vice president and general

manager, wliieh otliees he is luiw tilling. He is the active head of the entire business and

therefore one of the foremost men in mercantile circles in liridgeport, for the store con-

ducted by The D. II. Read Company is one of the largest department stores in Fairfield

county or western Connecticut. The business was established in 1H.57 and during the inter-

vening years has maintained a position of leadership, due to the policy of carrying the best

merchandise obtainable and giving customers the greatest possible measure of service.

In 1S80 Mr. Goulden was married to Miss Nettie E. Cooley. He is a republican in

politics but has confined his activity in public affairs to the exercise of his right of franchise.

He is a charter member of Puritan Lodge, No. 43 I. O. 0. F., at Stamford, Connecticut, has

served as noble grand in that lodge and has been a delegate to the Grand Lodge of the

state. He is an active member of the First Baptist church in Bridgeport and a member of

the Weatogue Country Club. The intense application which he has given to the manage-

ment of his large business interests has not lessened his capacity for warm friendship or his

interest in tlie general welfare, and he is not only respected for his ability but is also

held in warm regard for his public spirit and liis devotion to his friends.

FRANlv J. HUGHES.

Frank J. Hughes, attorney and e.\-president of the board of assessors at Bridgeport,

was born .Tune 1, 1841), in Massachusetts, iiis parents being Andrew and Margaret M. (Tim-

mons) Hvighes. The father, a Welshman by birth, came from Wales in 1838. while the

mother was a native of Dublin, Ireland. They were married in Massachusetts, in 1848,

and the father died during the infancy of liis son, Frank, while the mother passed away in

Bridgeport a few years ago.

Frank .J. Hughes prepared for college at Atkinson Academy of Atkinson, New Hamp-

shire. He came to Bridgeport in 1873 and here stiulied law, being admitted to the bar in

1881. He has since practiced in liridgeport save for the period when he held public office.

In early life he had learned the drug business in Haverhill, Jlassaehusetts, and later he

went to sea on the ship Jloonlight. sailing for California by way of Cape Horn. He started

as an apprentice and on arriving at San Francisco was tiiird unite. It generally took

fi-om one hundred and ten to one hundred and twenty days to make tlie trip from Boston,

from which point the vessel had sailed, but owing to severe storms off Cape Horn, the

Moonlight was carried farther south than any vessel had yet gone since the time of Cap-

tain Cook. The ship was buffeted about by the storms for sixty days and most of the

time used only a small tarpaulin sail, to allow the vessel to be steered. When the storm

ceased and observations could be taken it was found that they were at sixty-nine degrees

south latitude and one hundred and nineteen degrees west longitude. From that time on,

however, they had smooth sailing to San Francisco, wlun-e tliey arrived after one hundred

and fifty-five days out from Boston. Their provisions l)ecame largely exluiusted and at

one time their main diet was raw salt mackerel. The cargo was discharged at San Fran-

cisco and ilr. Hughes then ship|)ed as second mate on the same vessel, Avhich made its

way around Cape Hoiii to Montevideo. Uruguay. There Mr. Hughes left the vessel and

remained in Uruguay for three years, visiting every part of tluit country in the employ

v,.l II—

s
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of a large tirm. Later he visited Paraguay, the Argentine and Patagonia and in fact almost

every part of South America, including Brazil and Oiili. While on the southern continent

in 1868 he saw service on the United States gunboats Kansas and Huron off tlie coast of

Uruguay and later was brought home on the Huron, being honorably discharged at the

Brooklyn navy yard. It was after these varied experiences that he came to Bridgeport

and prepared for the practice of law, to which he is now giving his attention.

On the 7th of June, 1881, Mr. Hughes was marrried to Miss Anne J. AVilson, a daughter

of the Kev. .John S. Wilson, an Episcopal minister formerly well known in Bridgeport.

They have three living children: Margaret L., John G. and George F. The sons ale Gradu-

ates of the Vale-Sheffield Scientific School and both are married. John G. Hughes wedded

Marion L. Hiibbell and has a son, John H. Hughes. George F. Hughes wedded Miss Ethel

Buchanan, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

In his political views Frank J. Hughes is a republican and fur two years served as a

member of the common council of Bridgeport, while for seventeen years he has been a

member of the city board of assessors, of which he was the president for a number of years.

He was assistant secretary and later secretary oi the Bridgeport Board of Trade for a num-

ber of years. He was formerly a Red Man and established the first tribe of Red Men in

Bridgeport, becoming its first sachem. He is a Royal Arch Mason and is a life director

of the Masonic Temple Association of Bridgeport. There have been many exciting and

interesting experiences in his life record, but through all he has maintained higli standards

of citizenship and of living and his course has ever commended him to the confidence and

resjiect of all with whom he has been associated.

REV. FR.VNK SAMUEL CHILD.

Rev. Frank Samuel Cliild, clergyman, author, lecturer and magazine writer, residing

at Fairfield, is a native of E.xeter, New Vork. He is a son of Henry H. and Betsey (Brand)

Child and traces his ancestry back through eight generations to Boston and then to England.

He became a student in Whitestown Seminary of New York and afterward attended Ham-
ilton College of Clinton, New York, from wliich he was graduated with the class of 1875.

He completed a course in the LTnion Theological Seminary in New York city as a member

of the class of 1878. Hamilton College conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity,

while later the degiee of Doctor of Literature was received by him. His life has been of

varied activity, making him widely known as newspaper correspondent, literary editor, maga-

zine writer, clergyman and lecturer on literary and historical subjects before many col-

leges and patriotic societies. He is also the author of a dozen books on historical and religious

themes and of numerous pampiilets and he is frequently called upon as speaker on public

occasions before many associations. The nature and breadth of his interests is further

indicated in the fact that he is president of the Fairfield Historical Society, vice president

of the Memorial Library, president of the Fairfield Fresh Air Home, president of the Gould

Vacation Home for Working Women, corresponding secretary of the Palmer Education

Fund, trustee of the I'almer Institute, trustee of the Aged Christian Ministers' Home of

New York, trustee of Tougaloo College of Mississippi, trustee of Rollins College of Florida

and a corporate meml)er of the American Board of Foreign Missions in Boston. He has

been abroad several times, traveling extensively in Europe, Asia and Africa. All these activi-

ties are carried on in connection Avith his pastorate of twenty-nine years in the First Con-

gregational church of Fairfield with its manifold and complex duties. His political endorse-

ment is given to the republican party and he does not lightly consider the obligations of

citizenship.

(In the 21st of October, 1880. Dr. Child was married to iliss Lizzie J. Lilly, a daugh-
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tor of (General .lolm Lilly, of l.afiiycttc. Iinliana. 'I'hoir cliikircn arc; Ur. Frank S. ( liiM,

Jr., a surgeon in tlie Medical Reserve ('or|is of the I'nited States army; Arthur II., a min-

ing engineer at Mexico City; Bessie L. ; Theodora, the wife of VVarland Wight, of Hoston;

Grace tlie wife of Alder Ellis, of l.os Angeles, California; Ruth; Amy; and Roger Sherman,

a naval reserve serving in the United States Radio Staticm at San Juan, Porto Rico.

It would be' tautological in this connection to enter into any series of statements as

showing Or. Child to he a man ol broad scholarly attainments and of equally broad liunuin

sympathies, for these have been shadowed forth between the lines of this review. That he

has been called upon for much othcial [lublie service in connection with various societies is an

indication of the efTeetiveness of his labors. In all that he does he combines most practical

methods with high ideality.

1RVINC4 F. HILL.

Irving F. Hill, manager at Biidgeport for the United Cigar Stores Com])any, was born

in Poughkee]isie, New York, in 1S84. His father, Samuel F. Hill, has now passed away,

but liis mother is still living in Poughkeejisie, as does his only brother, Arthur. Tlie Hill

family is one of the oldest of New England, the first representative of the name settling

at Springfield, Jlassachusetts. about 11)42.

Irving F. Hill obtained a ]iublic school education at Poughkeepsic and at Xewburgh,

New^ York, but his textbooks were ])ut aside when he reached the age of fifteen years that

he might |irovi(le for his own support. He was variously employed for three years and in

1901 he went to Hartford, Connecticut, for the I'nderwooil Tyjiewriter Company. He

spent five years there and in 1007 came to Bridgejiort to enter the employ of the L'nited

Cigar Stores Company. His capability won almost immediate recognition and after six

months he was made Bridgeport manager, whicli position he still tills.

In 1903, at Hartford, Mr. Hill was united in marriage to Miss Alice Folger Irwin, by

whom he has a daughter. Ruth, who was born on the 7th of November, 1913. Jlr. Hill is a

member of the Christian Science church. In the ten years of his residence in Bridgeport

he has become widely and favorably known, umking for himsidf a creditable place in both

social and business circles.

W. W. GOULD.

A most complex but complete organization is the mammoth iniiustry conducted vnider

the name of the Warner Brothers Company, of which W. W. Could is the manager of the

corset department. He seems to be in touch with every phase of the business and its

careful systemization is attributable in no small measure to the business discernment and

control of W. W. Gould, who was born in Bridgeport, July 22, 18.")8, a son of Henry B.

and Mary E. (White) Gould, representatives of an early Connecticut family. The father

during his active business career was connected with various factories of Bridgep(U-t and

at one time filled the office of alderman, while on anotluT occasi(ui he was collector of

revenue. He was born in Easton, Connecticut, and was a son of Bradley Gould, who in the

'30s removed with his family to Bridgeport, becoming actively identified with the early

development of the city. The mother of W. W. Gould died in 1S!17. She was a grand-

daughter of Stephen White, a captain of the Ninth New York Militia in the Revolutionary

war. Henrv B. Gould had one brother, James L., who for many years was with the Bridge-
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port Farmer, becoming eoiineeted tlierowitli durincj the 'GOs. He was also judge of probate

and was one of tlie prominent Masons of tlie state.

W. W. GoiiUl aeipiired a public school education and he made his initial step in con-

nection with the present business in 1877 in the humble capacity of errand boy. He seems

to have early become acquainted with the eternal principle that industry wins and industry

became the beacon light of his life. Faithfulness and diligence brought him promotion and

he became foreman of the cutting room. Later he was assistant superintendent and after-

ward was superintendent and eventually reached the position of manager. He has been

in nearly every department of the business and is today manager of the corset department,

with a knowledge of every phase of the work that is necessary for the completed gar-

ment. He is one of the oldest employes of the house having been associated therewith for

forty years.

On the 3d of September, 1883, Mr. Gould was united in marriage to Miss Ida Moffett,

of Bridgeport, her father being Thomas Motfett, who came to this city from Scotland in

boyhood. Mr. and Mrs. Gould have two sons, namely: Harold M., who is in the service of

The Connecticut Company; and Chauncey M., who is employed by the Collins Company

of Collinsville. Connecticut. Fraternally Mr. Gould is connected with the Knights of Pythias,

in which he is a past chancellor, and he has membership with the Odd Fellows, also with

the Weatogue Club and with the Automobile Club. He is also a member of the Society

of the Founders and Patriots of America. His political allegiance is given to the democratic

party.

CHARLES FARNUM GREENE.

Charles Farnum Greene became postmaster of Bridgeport on the 1st of JIarcli, 1915,

and was called upon to display the spirit of initiative owing to the rapid growth of the city,

resulting in a great increase in the business of the office. He was born in Bridgeport, .June

17, 187!i. His father, William H. Greene, who was of early Rhode Island Quaker stock,

ivas born on the Sound off Whitestone, New York, while his parents were removing from

Utica, New York, where his father, Henry Perry Pierce Greene, had been engaged in teaching

school. They returned to Woonsocket, Rhode Island, and it was there that William H.

Greene was reared. He was a grandson of Elnathan Cliilson of Smithfield, Rhode Island,

who saw service in the Continental army. He responded to President Lincoln's first call for

troops in 1861, enlisting in the Second Ehode Island Infantry, and in the first battle of Bull

Run he was wounded, after which he was honorably discharged. He held the rank of cor-

poral. Returning to his home, he remained in Woonsocket until 1868 and tlien removed to

Bridgeport. He was a marble cutter, cutting figures and statues from designs, or in other

words was a commercial sculptor. In 1869, however, he established a dry goods store on

Main street in the Sterling House block and conducted business until 1879, when he sold

out. For two years thereafter he was engaged in the restaurant business at 43 Wall street,

Bridgeport, and then went to Danbury, Connecticut, where he engaged in the hotel business

for two years. He was the inventor of several soda water fountains in the early develop-

ment of the trade. While living in Bridgei)ort he made several trips to California and trie

later years of his life were spent on the Pacific coast. He was one of those who founded

and laid out the town of Port Angeles, Washington, but he passed away in California in

1898. In politics he was an active supporter of the republican party. He married Sarah

J. Tucker, who was born in Bridgeport in 1837 and died ia 1912. She was a daughter of

John Tucker, a native of Humphreysville, Connecticut, who was one of the first mason

contractors to come to Bridgeport and was actively connected with the building of the

early stone structures of this city. Her mother was Maritta Peet of Huntington, Con-
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nei-ticut, and lier grandmother was a Jolmson of Stratford, Connecticut, and both reprr-

sented earlj' families of the state.

Charles Farnum Greene pursued his education in tlie ]iuhlic schools of Bridgeport and

in a business college, and after starting out for himself as a newsboy he was employed

successively in a bakery, a book store and a jewelry store. At the age of seventeen years

he took up newspaper work in a reportorial capacity. He became a reporter on the old

Union and Telegram, was also connected for a time with the Standard and afterward

returned to the Union. He spent two years in New London, Connecticut, on the Daily Tele-

graph, and he was city hall and political reporter for the Farmer for ten years and for a

time political writer for the Bridgejjort Sunday Post and correspondent for the New York

Tribune. He was likewise Washington correspondent for the Farmer and several other Con-

necticut papers. For two years he was financial reporter for Bradstreet's, and he went to

Washington with Hon. Jeremiah Donovan, acting as private secretary and clerk of record

during the sixty-third congress. On the 1st of ilarch, 1915. Mr. Greene was commissioned

postmaster of Bridgeport by President Wilson for a four years' term. During his incumbency

in the office he has increased its working force about thirty ])er cent in oriler to keep pace

with the growth in the city's population.

In Bridgeport, in 1905, Mr. Greene was married to iliss Louise Klein, a daughter of

John Klein, a Civil war veteran. They have a little son, Cliarles V.. Jr., biu-n May 30, 1917.

Fraternally Mr. Greene is connected witli the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Woodmen of the World, the Loyal Order of Moose and the

Foresters of America, and he belongs to the Seaside Club, while of the Friendly Sons of

St. Patrick he is a charter member. He served for seven years on the Bridgeport fire

department as a member of No. 5 Engine Company and for a considerable period he was

financial secretary of the Foreman's Benevolent Association. He is also connected with the

Sons of Veterans. In politics he is an active democrat and in lOO.'i he was a candidate for

citj' clerk of New London but was defeated by one vote for the nomination in the city

convention. In 1907 he was a candidate for alderman on the democratic ticket in the nintli

ward and has served as a jvistice of the peace. He is an active factor in all that pertains

to the city's benefit and upbuilding and his intiuence is always on the side of progress and

improvement.

JOHN T. LUDELING HUBBAED.

Among the younger representatives of the Bridgejiort bar who have already attained

a position in legal circles that many an older practitioner might well envy is John T. Ludel-

ing Hubbard, who was born in Bridgeport, November 12, 1S90. His father, Sherman H.

Hubbard, was a patent attorney who died when his son John was but eleven months old.

The father was born in Bridgeport about 1855 and passed away in 1891. He was a son

of Dr. Robert H. Hubbard, a pliysician of iliddletown, Connecticut, who removed to Bridge-

port, where he engaged in active practice for a half century, being widely recognized

as one of the leading physicians of tlie state. At the time of the Civil war he served as a

surgeon of the Seventeenth Connecticut Regiment and then, resuming active practice, he

devoted his attention to his profession until his deatli. which resulted from an accidental

fall from a balcony in Iti'M, when he was about seventy years of age. The Hubbard family

is an ancient one in Connecticut, liaving resich'd witliin tlie borders of the state since

colonial days. In tin' niatenuil line .lolin T. L. Hulibard comes of a distinguished southern

family. His mother is Comete Lyndluirst Ludeling, who was born in New Orleans and

is now living in New York city. Her father. Judge .lohn T. Ludeling, was chief justice

of Louisiana, which position he tilled for fifteen years during the reconstruction |>ei ioiL
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from 1S60 until 1S75. He married Maria Copley, the daughter of John Singleton Copley,

the famous portrait painter of Boston, whose father. John Copley, a native of Massachusetts,

went to England and received the title of Lord Lyndhurst, later becoming lord chancellor of

England—the only American that ever held that position.

John T. Ludeling Hubbard was educated in St. Paul's School at Garden City, Long

Island, and at the Yale Law School, from which he was graduated in 1911. Having thus

prepared for the bar, he entered upon active practice in Bridgeport and in the intervening

period of six years has devoted his attention to his professional interests, making steady

progress in a calling where advancement depends entirely upon individual merit and capa-

bility.

On the 23d of April, 1912. Mr. Hubbard was married to Miss Gertrude Elizabeth Russell,

by whom he has two daughters, Margaret Russell, born April 28. 1913: and Patricia, born

May 6. 1917. Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard hold membership in the Episcopal church and in

his political views he is a republican. He is well known in club circles, holding member-

ship with the University. Brooklawn Country and Seaside Gun Clubs of Bridgeport and

the Yale Club of New York. He is also a director of the Comedy Club of Bridgeport and its

present secretary. An enthusiastic golf player, he is also fond of hunting, fishing and motoring

and in these finds his recreation from the arduous duties of his profession.

JOSEPH BARTRAM.

Although more than a third of a century has passed since Joseph Bartram was called

to bis final rest he is yet remembered by many of the oldest citizens of Bridgeport, where

he played an important part in the city's development and progress along many lines. A
son of Thomas and Sarah (Burr I Bartram he was born November 2. ISOO, in the house

nest to the house in Black Rock which is now the home of Rev. and Mrs. H. C. Woodruff.

His education was obtained in the Fairfield Academy, and in e.irly manhood he went to

sea, rising to the rank of master mariner and becoming captain of various vessels which

were engaged in the seacoast trade between Salem. Massachusetts, and Savannah. Georgia.

Soon after his marriage, however, he retired from the sea but always owned a number

of vessels and was interested in shipping. In 1841 he was elected a director of the Bridge-

port National Bank and thus served for forty years, being at the time of his death one

of the oldest bank oflScers in the state.

On the 2d of September. 1S29, Mr. Bartram was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth

Jane Carpenter, of Harrison. Westchester county. New Y'ork. As there were then no rail-

roads through this section or other parts of the country they travelled by stage and Erie

canal to Niagara Falls on their wedding journey. They became the parents of five children:

Sarah Jane, who was deeply interested in all charitable work and served as vice president

of the Bridgeport Protestant Orphan Asylum until .January 19. 1911: Thomas William, who

with his brother Joseph founded the commission company of Bartram Brothers at 62 Pearl

street. New York City, and there continued in business until his death on the 1st of

November, 1888; Joseph Burr, who was a partner in the commission business; Elizabeth

Martha, who died October 20, 1902: and Miry Allen, the wife of Rev. Henry Collins

Woodruff.

Both parents have now passed away, the mothers death occurring November 25, 1878.

while the father died -July 27, ISSl. He had reached the very venerable age of eighty-one

vears and his long life had been one of intense actirity and of great usefulness, making, him

a prominent man of his day. In politics he was in early life a whig and he represented his

town in the general assembly of Connecticut for a number of years, giving earnest con-

sideration to the questions which came up for settlement, and thus aided in sha^iing the
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policy of the conimomvcaltli. He also contributed to tlie moral progress of his community

and became one of the founders of the Black Hock Congregational church, which has long

been an active factor among the moral forces of this district, and to the Hupport of which

lie was ever a generous contributor.

REV HKNRV COLLINS WOODRUFF.

Rev. Henry Collins Woodrulf, who for tliirty-si.K years has been pastor of Black Rock
Congregational church of Bridgeport, was Ixirii in Brooklyn, New York, February 16, 1845,

a son of Albert Woodruff, who was born in 1S07 and when twelve years of age accom-

panied his parents on their removal fnim Massachusetts to Hartford, Connecticut. When
nineteen years of age he left home and ent.red commercial circles in New York in connec-

tion with his brother. He remained in artive I)iisines8 there for about thirty-five years and

in 1861 he retired from business, enjoying well earned rest from that time until his demise

which occurred in 1891, when he had reached the venerable age of eighty-four years.

His son, Henry Collins Woodruff, was .iccdrded liberal educational op[)ortunitiea and in

1868 was graduated from Y'ale College. He afterward attended the Andover Theological

Seminary for two years, completing his cour>>' tliere by graduation in the class of 1871, and

for a year previously he had been a student in the Inion Theological Seminary, thus moat

thoroughly qualifying for the ministry. His hrst ih.nge was at Northport, Long Island.

After his ordination as a minister of the Congregational iliurch he was offered and accepted

in 1881 the pastorate of the Black Rock Congn'gationai cliurch of Bridgeport, which hig

father-in-law had assisted in founding, and here hi- lias ^in -e lived and labored, his efforts

being a direct dement in promoting moral progr.ss and raising the standards of life in

this city.

On the 1.5th of October, 1SS4. lie was united in marriage to iliss Mary Allen Bartram,

a daughter of .(oseph Bartram. mentioned elsewhere in this work, and they now occupy

tlie old family home, whiuh has been in the [lossession of the Bartrams for nearly a century.

CHARLES A. LOVELL.

Charles A. Lovell, who was well known in business circles in Stratford, was a native

of Worcester, Massachusetts, born February i:!, 1855, the only child of his parents, Ceorge

and Elizabetli (Stanford) Lovell. The father died in Greeley, Colorado, but was buried

in Worcester, Massachusetts.

Charles A. Lovell was but a child wlieu lie was taken to Bridgeport by his father, in

which city and in Stratford he was reared and received his schooling. He was married

in Stratford. September 11. 18TS, to iliss Rosella M. Todd, a daughter of Lewis H. and

Sarah A. (Fellows) Todil. Mr. Lovell remained a resident of Stratford until )iis removal

to Greeley. Colorado. Returning to his home town, he entered into partnership with his

father-in-law, becoming a member of the firm of L. II. Todd & Company in the grocery and

hardware business. For a mimber of years this firm conducted the leading mercantile

business and so continued until ilr. Lovell's death on April 16, 1SU5. when the hardware

department was taken over by Mr. Lovell's estate and a separate business established,

which has since been carried on. and is now conducted under the tirm name of H. C. Lovell &

(. ompany.

Mr. Lovell is survived by his widow, two daugliters and a son. Ethelyn, the eldest,

is the wife of William H. Welsh, residing in (ireeley, Colorado, and they have three children:
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William Heni\y, Jr., born April 25, 1911; Arthur Lovell and Rosella Lovell, twins, born

November 10, 1914. Alice \V., the second of the family, is the wife of Herbert W. Sniffen,

a resident of .Stratford, and their children are: Herbert W., .Jr., who was born .July 15,

1911, and die<i in infancy: Etlielyn Lovell, born April :i, 19i;i; and Esther Russell, born

May 9, 1915. The son. Harold C. Lovell, is town clerk of Stratford and conducts the

hardware and contracting business carried on under the tirm name of H. C. Lovell & Com-

pany. He was nuuried .June 19, 1909, to Miss Eleanor C. Hines, who was born in New

York city, and they have two children: Harold C, Jr., born November 22, 1910 and Imogen

Juanita, born March 22, 1915.

Jlr. Lovell was a man highly honored in the town. He served several years on the board

of education, was prominent in Masonic circles, and was allied with all the best interests of

the community.

HAZARD LASHER.

Hazard Lasher, president of the Phelps & Jjasher Paper Company of Bridgeport, was

born at Brooklyn. New York, July 19, 1890, a son of Hazard and JIary (Reed) Lasher, both

of whom were natives of Little Falls, New York. The father was born in 1858 and repre-

sented one of the old families of the Empire state. John E. Lasher, grandfather of tlie s\ib-

ject of this review, was born at Marbletown, New York, in 1837 and owned one of the

largest of the pioneer hotels in the Catskill mountains. The great-great-grandfather in the

Lasher line was commander of an army corps of Washington's army, including independents,

fusiliers, artillery and grenadiers. He also commanded the light infantry on the occasion of

the celebration in honor of King fteorge in 1759.

Hazard Lasher pursued his education in the schools of his native city until graduated

from the high school with the class of 1909, after which he became connected with the

paper trade and was thus engaged until 1913. He then removed to Bridgeport, where he

established the Pheljis & Lasher Paper Company, and at this point has since conducted the

new business, his trade growing steadily until he has one of the im|iort:int enterprises of

the kind in the city.

In 1915 Mr. Lasher was united in marriage to Miss Florence Rubey, by whom he has

two children, William and Hazard, Jr., twins, horn in January, 1916. The religious faith

of the family is that of the Episcopal church. There have been no unusual chapters in

the life history of Hazard Lasher, but since starting out on his own account his close

application and determined purpose have enabled him to overcome difficulties and obstacles

and work his way steadily u]iward, his course being characterized by prompt and ready recogni-

tion and utilization of opportunities.

FREDERICK R. SILLIMAN.

I'rederick K. Silliman is pn'sident of the contracting firm, the Silliman & Godfrey Com-

pany, and vice president of the Daivd B. Crockett Company. His life history is largely

familiar to Bridgeport's citizens, for he has always made his home here and it has been

throu"h the wise utilization of the opportunities here offered that he has advanced to his

present position as a substantial and successful business man. A native of Bridegport, he

was born March 21. 1887. a son of F. E. and Marietta (.Sherwood) Silliman. The father was

also born iti tliis city and was a son of ICbenezer Silliman and a representative of one

of the oldest iMiloTiial faiTiilies of Connecticut, tracing his ancestry back to Daniel Silli-
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iiKiii, of ICnslanil. who orcsscd tlu- Atlantic and I'stablisluHl l,is 1,„mi.. in FairfioM, Cmnccti-
cut, in lfi42. Concial Silliman. of Revolutionary xvar fanio, «as also of this family. The
fjnindfather of Fmieriok R. Silliman was a lann.-r. ownin- laml on what is now F:,iili,.l,l

avenue in the west part of Riidjjepoit.

K E. Silliman, reared in this city. to,d< up the contracting liusiness on his own account in

1866 and followed it continuously until his .loath, which occurred in 1<K)7. Not only was
he actively associated with buildinj; operations in the city hut also took a most active part
in public affairs. Several times he served as a member of tlu' city council and was also called

upon to represent his district in the state legislature. In busin.^ss his attention was largely
directed to pavins, to the buildinj. of sidewalks and to masi.nry work. He put down most
of the pavements in Bridgeport, including the first as|jhalt paving on Main street. Later he
put in brick pavements on Kast ilaiu, on East \\'ashiuKton avenue, on Middle street, Cannon
street. Wall street, Bank street and others. He also hiid the wood block pavements on
Fairfield and East Washington avenues. About isiii) he admitted H. f. (iodfrey to a part-
nership and in IHOO the business was incorporated as the Silliman & (iodfrey Company.
Mr. Silliman remained a very prominent and active representative of industrial interests

in his native city until his life's labors were ended in ilenth. His widow, a daughter of

Albin Bradley Sherwood, of Weston, tonnecticut. is still living.

Frederick R. Silliman, the only son of the family, inusued his ediication in the Park
Avenue Institute, private schools, and Yale, which he entered in order to pursue the studv
of law. He did not take up active practice, however, but entered business with Iiis father,

who died the same year. Jlr. Silliman afterward became jnesident of the company and
in 1912, with H. C. Codfrey, purchased the David B. Crockett Company, of which he is tlie

vice president, while of the contracting company he is the president. The David B. Crockett
Company was established in 185S in New Haven and was incorporated in 1868. It was
conducted at New Haven until 1S82. when a removal was made to Bridgejiort. It is one of

the oldest varnish manufacturing concerns in the I'nited States.

On the 1st of .lanuary, I'll:',, Mr. Silliman was uuirried to Miss Dorothy Marie Beach,

of Bridgeport, a daughter of Fred F.. and Minnie (N.nthrupl Beach. They have one son,

Frederick Beach, born .July 16. 1915. 'Sir. Silliman is a member of the Brooklawn Country
Club and the Bridgeport Club, in which organizations his attractive social qualities render him
popular. The fact that many of his stanchest friends are those who have known him from
his boyhood is an indication that his life has been an active, useful and honorable one.

HUGH .1. LA\'ERY.

Hugli J. Lavery, actively engaged in the practice of law in Bridgeport, his native city,

was born C^tober 15, 1885, and is the eldest of a family of seven children, three sons and
four daughters, who are yet residents of Briilgeiiort. The father, a native of County Armagh,
Ireland, passed away in 1903. The mother, who bore the maiden name of Sarah Elwood, was
born in County Roscommon, Iieland, and they became acquainted in Bri<lgeport, where their

marriage was celebiated in 1SH3 and when Mrs. Lavery still makes her home.

Hugh ,J. Lavery was graduated from the commercial department of the Bridgeport hio-h

school with honors in 1900 and started out in tl)e business world as bookkeeper for the

Sprague Ice & Coal Company, by whom he was employed for several years, and in tliat

connection worked his way upward to the position of assistant manager. While thus eiiyaged

he devoted his leisure liours to the study of law and in 1911 he was graduated with honors

from the Yale Law School. While a student there he was elected to the board of aldermen

from the tenth district of Bridgeport anil in the year of his graduation he was president of

the board—the yoinigcst to occujiy that positicm of any man who has held the ollice in this
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city. He thus eaily bi'camc connected with jiublic affairs and at different periods has been

called upon for public service, in which connections he has discharged his duties with prompt-

ness and fidelity. For one year lie was clerk of the board of appraisal of benefits and

damages and for two yvma was clerk of the city court.

Since 1911 Mr. Lavery has continuously practiced law in Bridgeport as a partner ot

Lawrence S. Finkelstone, who was his classmate at Yale. The firm of Lavery & Finkel-

stone now enjoys a large and growing practice that has connected them with much important

litigation heard in the courts of the ilistrict.

On the loth of -July, 1914, Mr. Lavery was united in marriage to Miss Catherine M.

Smith, by whom he has a daughter, Doris Catherine, born December 31, 1915. In religious

faith the i)arents are Roman Catholics and Mr. Lavery is connected with the Knights ot

Columbus and also with St. .Joseph's Temperance, Literary and Benevolent Association, of

which he is a past president. He likewise has membership with the Benevolent Protective

Order of Elks. In politics he is a democrat and is now chairman of the democratic city

committee. He stands loyally for the causes which he espouses, defending his position

with all the zeal and determination which he manifests in the trial of cases.

SIGMUND LOEWITH.

Sigmund Loewith, treasurer of the Home Brewing Company, was born in Drosau,

Bohemia, in 1854, and was a youth of fourteen years when in 1868 he came to the new world.

He learned the leather trade at Newark, New Jersey, and in 1869 removed from tliat city

to Bridgeport. Here he turned his attention to the real estate and insurance business, in

which he still continues under the firm style of S. Loewith & Company. This firm was

organized in 1883 and is doing business at No. 116 Bank street, where they have eighteen

employes. They have developed and improved much property, building many substantial

edifices and otherwise contributing to the welfare of the district. Aside from his real estate

investments Mr. Loewith became actively connected with the brewing business which is now

conducted under the name of the Home Brewing Company, of which he is the treasurer.

This business had its ince|)tion in 1851 under the name of the Bridgeport Brewing Company.

Some years later the business was taken over by Charles H. Hartmann, who conducted it

independently for nine years, when on the 10th of April, 1896, he sold out to a company

composed of Sigmund Loewith, Louis Kutscher, .Jr., of Bridgeport, and .Jolin H. Spittler,

of New Haven. They eontinvied the business and in li)f)6 incorporated their interests under

the luune of the Hartmann Brewing Company witli Louis Kutscher as president, Sigmund

Loewitli as treasurer and .lohn H. Spittler as secretary. The business was capitalized for

two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars and the interests were carried on under that

management until 1913, when the name was changed to the Home Brewing Company. The

plant had a capacity of ten thousand barrels at the time of the purchase and additions

have since been made, increasing the capacity to one hundred thousand barrels, while

employment is given to fifty-five people. In the meantime improvements have been made in

the e(]uipment, horse power being supplanted by motor power, while modern machinery has

been introduced. Tlicy have their own electric light i>lant and their water system and their

output is largely sold to local and suburban trade. Mr. Loewith was also an organizer of the

American Bank & Trust Company of this city, of whicli he is now a director.

In New Haven, Connecticut, in 1881, Mr. Loewitli was united in marriage to Miss

Bella Herz and they became the parents of four children: Walter, who is now superin-

tendent of the brewery; Linda, the wife of Leonard Asheim, an architect of Bridgeport;

Florence, the wife of Harry A. Giddstein, an attorney: and Herbert, who is engaged in the
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real estate business. The wife and motlier passed away in July, 1914, and in November,
1915, Mr. Loewith wedded Miss Lena Marcus, of New Haven.

In his political views Mr. Loewith is a democrat and on various occasions has been
called to public office. He served as assessor from 1891 until 1893 and has recently com-
pleted twelve years' service on the board of apportionment and ta.xation. He was a member
of the city council from his ward in 18,sy and 1800 and he has always been an active factor

in local politics, giving stalwart support to the principles in which he believes. In Masonry
Mr. Loewith has membership in both the lodge and council and he is also identified with
the Odd Fellows, the Elks and the Knights of I'ythias. He belongs, moreover, to the
Turnverein, the Germania Singing .Society, the Liederkranz, tlie Algonquin Club and the

Harmony Club—associations which indicate much of the nature of his interests. He is

well known as an active and enterprising business nuui and progressive citizen and by well

directed effort and merit he has worked his way steadily upward.

I'REU K. BRAITLING.

Fred K. Braitling occupies a somewhat unique position in the business world, being at

the head of the only house of the country given over exclusively to the manufacture of

dolls' shoes, dolls' bodies and other accessories of the doll trade. The business, too, is one
of large proportions, and able management on the part of its directing head has made it a
profitable concern. Mr. Braitling is a native son of Connecticut, having been born in New
Haven, July 28, 1869, his parents being Charles F. and Anna M. (Keilpflug) Braitlino-, the

latter a daughter of Ludwig H. Keilpllug, who was one of the early settlers of Bridgeport

and opened the first bindery of the city. Charles F. Braitling was a native of Paris, F'rance,

and in his boyhood came with his father and mother to the United States but afterward

again spent a few years in France. On returning to the new world he secured the position

of superintendent of the Wood Brothers' carriage factory at Bridgeport. Eventually he

again returned to his native I'ity and became interested in the toy business, wliile later he

started the third retail toy store in the United States. .Moreover, he was the first man in

the country to make dolls' shoes in leather, starting this business in 1809. He continued

actively in business until 1897, when he retired and was succeeded bv his son Fred. The
father then enjoyed well earned rest and the fruits of his former toil until May S, 1912, when
he was called to the home beyond.

Fred K. Braitling received his initial training and e.xperience uiuler the direction of liis

father, whom he succeeded in business in 1S97. He is today at the head of an extensive

but unique industry—the manufacture of dolls' shoes, doll bodies, doll wigs and other doll

accessories at Bridgeport. His factory is a two-.story structure of mill construction, fifty-

two by one hundred and fiftj'-two feet, and supplied with a sprinkler system. He also has a

storehouse thirty by one hundred and twenty feet. This is the only factory in the world

built and equipped for the manufacture of dolls' shoes, and in normal times the factory

employs three hundred or more people, the trade having been developed carefully according

to modern business methods and processes. Few people realize that, great as the shoe

industry is in the United States, there is a considerable trade in dolls' shoes. These are

made in all styles, closely following the women's and children's best work of the country.

The doll's shoe is made just like any other shoe, except that no tacks are used, as all

fastening is done with cement or by sewing. They have, however, regular dolls' lasts over

which the uppers are pulled and lasted just like any larger shoe. The knowledge gained

by this factory through fifty years' experience has enabled them to put on the market

dolls' shoes that are perfect in every detail. The founder of the business, who made a

specialty of remodeling dolls and fixing up dolls which had been broken more or less during
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spare tiiiu's ex|H'iimeiiti'il in tlie making of dolls' shoes and was occasionally called upon

to make a pair of shoes for a doll. He finally became convinced that there was a real

market for dolls" shoes and, disposing of his retail toy store, he then established his dolls'

shoe manufactory, winning success in tlie undertaking from the beginning. Today the

factory turns out more than thirty styles of dolls' shoes, shoes with heels and without,

with fancy buckles and tiny bows, in all shades—pink, brown, blue, grey and black. There

are cloth tops with leather vamps and there are sandals. These dolls' shoes retail anywhere

from ten cents to a dollar a pair and occasionally some are made that sell at a still

higher price. Many retailers throughout the country buy large quantities of these dolls'

shoes and use them to advertise their business. The large retailers often send in an order

"for a thousand pairs of these little shoes and then give them away, using them as an

instrument to bring trade to the store. The styles follow the prevailing styles of children's

and misses' shoes, and when anything new comes out in the other shoe establishments, it has

to also be incorporated in the Bridgeport establishment for dolls. The company carries

and manufactures wigs for dolls, many of which are made of human hair, while others are

of mohair. They also manufacture muslin doll bodies, full kid and part kid arms, dolls'

stockings of various colors and styles, dolls' belts, dolls' auto goggles and kid parlor balls

in fancy colors. The business has steadily grown and the undertaking has become one

of the important productive industries of Bridgeport.

On the 25th of December, 1894, Mr. Braitling was united in marriage to Miss Ella

Murphy of this city and they are well known in social circles. Mr. Braitling is a charter

' member of the National Toy Men's Association. He stands for all that is highest and best

in manhood and in citizenship and in Bridgeport, where he has long resided, is spoken of in

terms of the highest regard.

GEORGE E. CRAWFORD.

George E. Crawford, jiresident and treasurer of the Crawford Laundry Company of

Bridgeport, was born in Wales, Massachusetts, July 15, 18U8, a son of Ossian and Lavinia

(Shepard) Crawford. The ancestry of the family in America is traced back to 1710, when

representatives of the name came from Scotland and settled in Connecticut. Some of the

family went to Massachusetts, while others became residents of Union, Connecticut. Ossian

Crawford was a carpenter and builder, but the son, George E., did not desire to follow that

pursuit and after acquiring a public school education he turned his attention to the laundry

business, entering the employ of his brother when a youth of seventeen years. He acquainted

himself with every phase of the business and at the age of twenty years started the Craw-

ford Laundry, opening his establishment in February, 1888, at 216 Middle street. In 1893

he removed to 34 Court street and in 1908 to 435 Fairfield avenue, where he is now h)cated.

The business was incorporated in 1908. His present building is a four-story brick structure,

containing thirty-five thousand square feet, and for the past ten years this has been the

largest laundry in the state, employing one hundred and twenty-five people. It is equipped

with all the latest improved machinery and devices to facilitate the work and make the

jiroduct of the highest possible grade. It is equipped witli individual motors for all machines

and the building was the first reinforced concrete structure erected in Bridgeport.

In 1894 Mr. Crawford was united in marriage to Miss Ida Hawes, of this city, a daughter

of Jacob Hawes, a tailor. To them have been born four children, namely: William H.,

who is a student in Brown University; Louise; Arthur J.; and George E., Jr. Fraternally

Ml. Crawford is identified with the Masons, having attained the Knights Templar degree in

the York Rite and the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite. He likewise belongs to

the Mystic Shrine and is a past potentate. Mr. Crawford is also connected with tlie Brook-
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lawn, tlic Hriilgcport, tlie Alijoiiiiuiii aiul tlic Seaside Outing Clubs. He was a member of

the executive committee of the Laundry Owners National Association for several years and

in ]914 was elected its president. He is equally active and promiiu'ut in counection with

civic affairs. He served as a member of the fire commission from I'.KW until I'.llO and was

president of the boaril in 1909. He is now president of the Chamber of Commerce and as

its cliief otlieial is active in directing its policy and promoting projects which are of great

value in extending the trade relations of the city and in uph(dding all tliose interests wliich

are a matter of civic virtue and civic pride.

JESSE M. HAYES.

Jesse M. Hayes, a fish and produce dealer of Bridgcpoit. making his honu' in Eairtield,

was born in the former city March 3, 18()4. a son of William and lOliza (Coan) Hayes,

natives of Brookfield and of Woodbury. Connecticut, res|iectively, both families tracing their

ancestry back to tlie Jlayfiower Pilgrims. Jesse M. Hayes was reared in his native <-ity and

through his boyhood he was in a state of senii-invalidism. While not confined to his bed,

he was unable to attend school. Most of his time was spent out of doors and liis education

was received through his motlier's instruction. As he approached manliood, however, he

developed robust health and entered upon an apprenticesliip at the machinist's trade. He

left his position w lien drawing a salary of twenty-one dollars \nn- week and began driving

a delivery wagon for his brother in order to be out of doors. From that time he and his

brother have been practically continuously closely identified in their business life. In 1895

the Hayes Fish Company was incorporated, of which .lesse il. Hayes became tlie president

and has so continued. Throughout tlie intervening years this company lias conducted the

largest retail fish business of any firm in Bridgeport. Their sales now reach a large figure

annually and the business methods of the house, the enterprise of the partners and their

unfaltering industry have been the salient features in their growing prosperity.

t)n the 30th of ilay, 1S8T. ilr. Hayes was join<'d in wedlock to Miss Margaret Mitchell,

of Jersey City, New Jersey, by whom he has two children, namely: Clarence M., who is

in his father's employ and who married Florence Leger and has one son, Jesse Merritt H,

born August 11, 1910; and Helen Louise, the wife of Jolin Buckingham, of Southport, Con-

necticut. In Masonic circles Jlr. Hayes is well known, having passed U]) both routes, becoming

a Knight Templar and a Scottish Rite Mason. He is also a charter member of the Red Men.

In politics he is a stalwart republican and gives loyal support to all legitimate plans and

measures to further party interests. While conducting business at Bridgeport, he has made

his home in Fairfield for the past seventeen years and his residence is one of the historic

buildings of this section, being one of six houses which were left standing by the British.

It is said to have been built in 176.5 and is a most attractive old colonial home.

EMANUEL A. DOAN.

Emanuel A. Doan, manager of the Prudential Life Insurance Comiiany of Bridgeport,

was born in Wetland county, Ontario, Canada, June 10, 18S0, a son of Elias A. and Julia

(Jewelli Doan. the former a native of Welland, Canada, and the latter of Fairluiven. He

has a brother, Frank Addison Doan, wjio is a locomotive engineer of Canada. In the public

schools lie passed through consecutive grades until graduated from the high school at

Welland, Canada, after which he secured his first position at the depot of the Michigan

Central Railwav at Welland. When seventeen vears of age he was made track man and
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afterward bccanie tireinan on the Toronto, Hamilton & Buffalo Railroad. Subsequently he

went to Niagara Falls. New York, where he was engaged on the building of Plant No. 2 at the

power house. He next devoted his attention to handling brick for the power company,

after which he enj>aged as lathe man at piece work. At night he was learning the barber'3

trade and in seven years he owned a three-chair shop. In 1907, however, he disposed of his

business along that line and entered the employ of the Prudential Company at a small

salary of lifty-five dollars per month. Within a year he was made an assistant and in

1!115 was ap])ointed superintendent at Bridgeport, where he has since been in charge of

the interests of the Prudential Life Insurance Com]iany. Under his guidance he has largely

developed the business and ids efforts have brought very gratifying results for the company.

Mr. Doan was married in Canada to Miss Hester Jane Henderson, by whom lie has three

children, namely: Austin Emanuel, born January 5, 190,3; Thelma Jane, whose birth occurred

June 11, 1904; and Arthur Leonanl. whose natal day was June 13, 1906. The religious faith

of the family is that of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Doan has membership in Frontier

Lodge, No. 132. A. F. & A. M., and is a loyal follower of Jlasonic teachings. He has become

widely known in Bridgeport through his business relations and in all his various connections

he commands the goodwill and confidence of tliose with whom he has been associated.

HENRY EDWARD SHANNON.

After broad e.xpericnce in the newspaper field Henry Edward Shannon turned to the

practice of law, and thorough preparation qualified him for the success which he has

attained as a member of the Bridgeport bar. He was born December 3, 1867, in the city

where he resides and was the youngest son in a family of six sons and two daughters, his

parents being Luke and Ann Cecelia (Cox) Shannon, who were natives of Roscommon,

Ireland, where they were reared and married. They came to the Cniled States about 1846

and located in Bridgeport, which remained their place of residence during the rest of their

lives.

Henry E. Shannon is the only member of the family now living. He acquired his early

education in the public schools of Bridgeport and then entered the newspaper field, becoming

a reporter in 1888 on the Bridgeport Farmer. After acting in that capacity for three

years he spent one year as night editor of the Bridgeport Morning News and from 1892

until 1895 he was court reporter for the Bridgeport Standard. In the latter year he became

city editor of the Standard and continued as such for five years. Two years before

terminating his connection with that paper he was reading law and this enabled him to

successfully pass the first and second year examinations at the law school and enroll as a

member of the senior class of the Yale Law School. On the 9th of January, 1900, he was

admitted to the bar, since which time he has followed his profession in Bridgeport, being

now senior member of the firm of Shannon & Wilder, his partner being Frank L. Wilder, with

whom he is connected in the general practice of law. They do not confine their attention to a

particular line, but in all branches of practice are proving their capability to cope with and

successfully solve intricate legal problems.

On the 23d of April, 189.5, Mr. Shannon was married to Miss Ellen Theresa Coughlin, of

Bridgeport, who passed away March 17, 1904. On the 1st of June, 1906, he wedded Miss

Elizabeth Coughlin, the younger sister of his first wife and a daughter of Hon. Patrick

Coughlin, formerly mayor of Bridgeport. Mr. Shannon has three children, one of whom,

James Coughlin, was born of the first marriage. He is now twenty years of age and is a

junior in Ceorgctown University in the District of Columbia, having entered upon his course

there since graduating from the Bridgeport high school at the age of seventeen years. There

are two children of the present marriage, Henry Edward and Cecelia, aged respectively ten
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and eight years. The parents are menibt-rs of the Roman Catliolic cliiirch and Mr. Sliannon
is conuected also with the Knights of Colurabus. He has mcnibersliip with the Modern
Woodmen of America and the Fraternal Order of Eagles and he belongs to the Seaside Club.

In politics he is a democrat but has never sought nor desired public office, feeling that he
prefers to concentrate his entire attention and energies upon his professional interests and
opportunities.

JOSEPH SMITH.

More than six decades have passed since Joseph Smith became a resident of Bridgeport.
•where for many years he was prominently identified with business interests, being well

known in connection with commercial activity here. At length he put aside business cares
and is now enjoying the fruits of his former toil in well deserved rest. A native of Maine,
Mr. Smith was born in Xorth Haven in 1851 and in 1853 was brought to Bridgeport by his

parents, Aaron and Margaret Lane (Calderwood) Smith. The father was also a native of
North Haven, while the mother's birth occurred at Vinal Haven, Maine. Following the
removal to Bridgeport Aaron Smith engaged in the grocery business at the foot of
Brewster street for some time and purcluised land there. Later he turned his attention to

the furniture trade, his location being where the Public Marki't now stands. Some time
afterward he left that place and gave his attention to the purchase and sale of real estate
and acquired considerable property. In his later years he lived retired and for over thirty
years he was a valued and respected resident of Bridgeport. He was born in July, 1816,

and was therefore in his seventieth year when on the 16th of April, 188C, he passed away.
In the family were five children: Jeremiah C, who was engaged in thu grocery business
with his brother Joseph but has now departed this life; Viola J., the wife of George Gould,
deceased; Orland, who was engaged in the fish and fruit business, conducting a market on
Water street, but is now deceased; Fairfield, who was in business with his brother Jeremiah
in the store on the dock and now lives in Bridgeport; and Joseph, of this review.

The last named was educated in the schools of Bridgeport and in Bryant & Stratton's

Business College. He made his initial step in the business world as a bookkeeper for the
Wheeler & Howes Coal Company and later was with the Howes Sewing Machine Company
for a short time. He afterward engaged in business with his brother Orland on Water street,

selling fish, fruit and vegetables to the wholesale and retail trades. They built up the largest

enterprise of the kind in the city at that time and the partnership was continued for a year
or two, at the end of which period Joseph Smith purchased the interest of his brother
Fairfield and entered into partnership with his brother Jeremiah in general merchandising at
the dock in the Black Rock district, selling to crafts and boats. He continued in that line

for some time and afterward spent two years with the David Trubee Butter Company,
while subsequently he engaged in the butter business on his own account on Wat^ street,

where he conducted a wholesale store. He next turned his attention to the sale of wagons,
having his establishment where the postoffice is located on John street. He there bought
and sold wagons, building up a business of extensive proportions. At length he sold his

place on the postoffice site to Gates & Omans and entered their employ in a place on the
corner of Broad and John streets, where he continued for a number of years. He then opened
business for himself in a carriage repository on John street, where he built up an extensive

business in that line. At length he turned his attention to real estate dealing and not only
bought and sold much property but also erected a number of residences and remodeled
others, converting them into modern habitable dwellings. His business affairs were always
carefully managed. He gave thorough consideration to every point bearing upon his activities

and quickly recognized both the accidental and incidental features of a business proposition.
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His judgment was sound, his sagacity keen and his enterprise unfaltering, and in this way
he so directed liis affairs tliat success in large measure crowned his efforts.

Jn Bridgeport, in 1S74, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Sarah E. Allen, a

diuigliter of Charles H. Allen, who came to Bridgeport in an early day and ran a jiacket

between this city and New York. He was commander of the packet Emily and of the schooner

Ella Jane for a number of years, owning both boats. He was afterward with the Bridgeport

Steamboat Company as pilot of the Crystal Wave and he became a prominent representative

of navigation interests in this city. He was a native of Westport, Connecticut, and arrived

in Bridgeport in the late '60s. He married Amanda J. Fairchild, a native of this city, who is

still living at the advanced age of eighty-eight years and who by her marriage became the

mother of four children: Charles, living in Bridgeport; Mrs. Smith; Nelson B.; and Mrs.

Mary V. Miller, whose home is in Norfolk, Virginia. Throughout his entire life Charles H.

Allen was identified with marine interests and became recognized as the most competent

pilot on the Sound. He was owner and captain of his own boats, and for a number of years,

with his brother, Sereno G., ran a packet line from Westport to New York. He was, more-

over, a public-spirited citizen, active in support of measures and movements for the general

good, thus displaying the same spirit of loj'alty and patriotism which characterized his

ancestors who served in the Revolutionarj' war. His mother was a daughter of Captain

Steven Thorpe of Revolutionary war fame, and the Thorpe family had a grant of land at

Danbury, Connecticut. By reason of this ancestry the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Smith

has become identified with the Daughters of the American Revolution. She is Mrs. Viola

Hurlburt, the wife of James E. Hurlburt, of Bridgeport, and they have three children, Joseph

Edward, Allen Freeman and Viola Calderwood. Mr. Smith has lived to witness many notable

changes in Bridgeport since the j'ear 1853, when he was brought here a little lad of but two

summers. In all the intervening period he has borne his part in the work of general

development and improvement and has ever stood for those things which have been

progressive elements in the city's upbuilding. His worth is widely recognized and all who

know him speak of him in terms of high regard.

A. H. TRUMBULL.

A. H. Trumbull, president of the Connecticut Electric Manufacturing Company, possesses

the spirit of modern enterprise that stops not short of successful accomplishment. In the

conduct of business his plans have always been well defined and promptly executed and the

fit utilization of his innate powers and talents has brought him success, so that he is now at

the head of one of the large productive industries of Bridgeport. A native son of Con-

necticut, his birth occurred at West Hartford, October 12, 1876, his parents being Hugh H.

and Mary A. Trumbull, the former a farmer by occupation, with a family of seven sons, all

of whonl entered into manufacturing business. J. H., Henry H. and Frank S. began manu-

facturing in electric lines at Plainville, Connecticut, and developed a large concern tliere,

but Frank S. afterward removed to Bridgeport and took up the machine tool business.

George, the youngest of tlie brothers, is connected with manufacturing interests at Ban-

tam, Connecticut. Tlie other three brothers started the business that is now conducted

under the name of the Connecticut Flectric Manufacturing Company of Bridgeport, but of

tlie tliree only A. II. is now living.

The parents removed witli thi'ir family to Plainville, Connecticut, during the boyhood

of A. H. Trumbull, who there iU(|uir('d a public school education, and at the outset of his

business career he turned liis attention to manufacturing. Common sense has been the

foundation of his success. In other words, he has nuide good use of his time and oppor-

tunities, nor has lie niltivati'd any fiilsf iiii^as of rapidly attaining wealtli. knowing that

jiersistent, earnest and hoiioralile lallc^r is I lie liasis of all Icgitiiiuite ]irosperity. In 1U06
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niin-
tlie Coimeftieut KK^etrio Mamifactiiriii- Coiiiijaiiy was organized l,y A. II. and I. \i. Tn
bull at Bantam, Conn«'ticut, to nianiifacturo ek't-tric spedalti.'s ut a standard line and also
many of thfir own invention. Today tlio company is engaged in tl,,. mannfactnre of fit-

tings, switehes, sockets, etc. A removal was made to Bridgejiort in December, 1U12, at
which time they located at Connecticut and Florence avenues, building their own factory,
a four story structure one hundre.l and lilty by three hundred feet. This is of mill con-
struction, equipped with a sprinkler system, is w<dl lighted and supplied with the latest
improved machinery for facilitating their work. The machinery is driven by electric
power, with in.lividual and group motors, an,l they employ from two hundred and seventy-
five to three hundred pcple. lilty per cent of whom are girls. The ju-oduct is sold "to

jobbers all over the world and three traveling salesmen go out from the factory and many
from the New York ollie.', which is at 50 fhureh street. They also maintain an otfice in
Chicago and in San Francisco and their output is sent in large measure into South America,
also into Australia and various parts of Europe. Mr. Trumbull began the business with
a capital of eight hundred dollars but interested others, so that moneyed men made
investment in the undertaking, and the growth of the business is shown by the fact that
in 1916 it amounted to one million two hundred an,l lifty thousand dollars'. The business
has shown a remarkable growth uiuler the management of A. H. Trumbull and his broth-
ers, but I. B. Trumbull was drowned on the Lusitania when nuiking a trip to England ire

JIay. 1!)I5, and m April, 1916, the other brother, James Trumbull, passed away," leaving
A. H. Trumbull in sole charge of the business, which is increasing at the rate of forty per
cent per annum. When the company was organized I. B. Trumbull acted as secretary and
treasurer, with James Trumbull as vice president, and A. H. Trumbull has been presi-
dent from the beginning. The business was at first capitalized for twenty-five thousand
dollars, of which eight thousand dollars was paid in. Since then the capital stock has been
increased to two hundred thousand dollars, all of which has been paid up. The growth of
the undertaking is attril)utable to the close study, the enterprising methods and the per-
sistency of purpose of the president.

In 1005 Mr. Trumbull was married to Jliss Mary J. Smith, of Litchfield, and they have
two children. Marion and Donald, aged ten and seven years. In politics Mr. Trumbull is

a republican where national issues are involved but at local elections easts an independent
ballot. He is well known in club circles, having membership in the Algonquin, Seaside
(iun, Housatonic Rod and (iun an<l \Veatogue Clubs. All these, however, are made subsi-
diary to his l>usiness and throughout his active career he has been notably prompt, ener-
getic atul reliable, displaying in large measure that quality of common sense which is so
often the one attribute lacking in the attainment of success.

HERMAN SALTJIAN.

Along the legitimate lines of trade and commerce Herman Saltman has worked his way
steadily upward and is now president of the firm of Saltman Brothers, wholesale grocers
of Bridgeport. A native of Russia, he was born in Podolsk in 1867 and was a young man of
about twenty years wlien he crossed the Atlantic to America, arriving at New York city on
the 6th of November, 1887. There he at once began work, learning the jewelry business, his

labor at first bringing him but two dollars per week. He was without friends, relatives or
funds, but he possessed courage and determination and made his industry meet his needs.

While learning the jewelry business he was employed at various places, his increased capacity
winning him increased salary until he was being paid thirteen dollars per week. Finally
he became an expert in that work and was paid five dollars per day. It was his ambition,

however, to engage in business on his own account and in 1898 he established a jewelry
Vol n—

»
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store in New York city, but on account of the Spanish-American war the enterprise did not

bring him the proiits tluit lie liad desired and after paying liis creditors in full, dollar for

dollar, he again resumed work at the jeweler's trade at a salary of thirty-five dollars per

week. Again from his earnings he saved the money that enabled him to embark in business

for himself, but in 1907 a disagreement with a partner led him to discontinue. The firm

owed over one hundred thousand dollars in money borrowed from banks or for purchases

made of wholesalers and manufacturers. Again Mr. Saltman paid all claims dollar for

dollar, and once more he started out to seek a location. A friend advised him to go to

Bridgeport, Connecticut, and he visited the city to look over the field. He was pleased with

the prospects and in February, 1908, returned. This time he started in the grocery trade,

opening a wholesale house in March of that year. The first month's business amounted to

seven hundred and fifty dollars, but soon afterward there was a substantial increa.se in his

trade and after moving three times in order to get larger quarters he finally secured his

present establishment in 1910 and in 1916 his sales amounted to three hundred and fifty

thousand dollars, including the sale of one hundred and twenty-five carloads of flour alone.

He now employs two city salesmen and one outside salesman, has one bookkeeper, one

stenographer, three men on the floor and two drivers. . The business is constantly developing

and his trade is now very gratifying.

On the 26th of October, 1889, in New York city, Mr. Saltman was united in marriage

to Miss Bessie Rosenfeild, by whom he has two children. Bernard P., who was educated

in the public schools of New York city, the high school of Brooklyn and spent si.\ years

as a student in Yale College, is now a practicing attorney of Bridgeport. David, who acquired

his education in the public and high schools of Bridgeport, is now employed in his father's

wholesale establishment. Mr. Saltman is a member of the Temple church and also of

Harmony Lodge. His has been an active and useful life. He would never allow discourage-

ment to get the better of him and his determination and enterprise have enabled him to

make steady advance, while his life history proves what can be accomplished when energy

and ambition point out the way.

WILLIAM W. WRIGHT.

William W. Wright, vice president and general manager of The Artistic Bronze Company

of Bridgeport, his native city, was born December 2, 1888, his parents being Dr. J. W. and

Elizabeth C. (Knapp) Wright, the latter a daughter of Captain William Knapp, of Fairfield,

who was lost at sea while commanding the Evening Star, which was then the biggest steamer

afloat. Dr. Wright was born at Cromwell, Connecticut, and removed to Bridgeport, where

he has won distinction as a most able and eminent physician and surgeon. He is now presi-

dent of the Gaylen Hospital and is mentioned elsewhere in this work.

Liberal educational opportunities were accorded William W. Wright, who attended the

Park Avenue Institute and also the Hotehkiss school. He was a youth of about nineteen

years wlien in 1907 he entered into connection with The Artistic Bronze Company in the

position of secretary and treasurer, and in 1910 he was made vice president and general

manager. This company was incorporated in 1902, taking over a business in this line

established years before in New York. The business was removed from New York to South

Norwalk, Connecticut, and in 1911 to Bridgeport, the plant being located at No. 2050 Fairfield

avenue. They manufacture cabinet and builders' hardware and automatic screw machine

products and also do job casting in brass and bronze. They have a one-story building sixty

by one luaidred and thirty feet, and in addition to the line indicated they also make white

metal specialties and automobile hardware specialties. They handle several patented articles.

Their line also includes sanitary sugar servers and ice cream cone holders, and they employ
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about forty people, one-half of whom are skilled workmen. The product is sold to jobbers
and retailers and they also do considerable special contract work. The officers of the com-
pany are: Dr. J. W. Wright, president; William W. Wright, vice president and general
manager; and E. V. Shaw, secretary and treasurer. In addition to these, Alfred C. Shaw,
of New York, and Charles H. Armstrong, of Bridgeport, are directors. Success has attended
the undertaking and the company has tripled its business in the past few years. For a year
and a half their factory has been operated twenty-four hours in the day. It pays high
wages and the business is con.lucted according to high ethical standards of modern
commercialism.

On the 2d of August, 1911. Mr. Wright was united in marriage to Miss Marguerite C.
Williams, of South Norwalk. Connecticut, and they have two sons, John Winthrop, born
June 37, 1912. and Lawrence Leverit. born June 14, 1916. Mr. Wright is greatly interested
in moral progress and those inliuences which work for individual uplift, and he holds
membership in the First Presbyterian church and also in the brotherhood of that church.
He is actuated by high and honorable principles in every relation of life and is constantly
extending a helping hand to those who need assistance.

XATHAX BARXU.M MIDDLEBROOK.

Nathan Barnum Jliddlebrook, deceased, who was a well known resident of Stratford,
Connecticut, served as a soldier in the Civil war and was an honored citizen in days of
peace. He was a native of the town of Trumbull, Fairfield county, Connecticut, born
November 26, 1838, and was descended from one of the oldest and best known families of
that section of the state. His father. David Middlebrook. was born in Trumbull, July 31,
1S05. and was a son of David Middlebrook. Sr.. who died in 1819 at the age of fifty-two
years. He was a carpenter and woodworker by trade and made his home in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, where he passed away on the 8th of March, 1868. His wife, who bore the
maiden name of Hepsey Beardsley. and was a resident of Putney, died in Bridgeport, Con-
necticut. August 2, 1868.

Nathan Barnum Middlebrook attended both public and private schools of Bridgeport
and learned the carriage trimming trade with J. Mott & Company, of Bridgeport, with whom
he worked for a number of years. Later he followed the same trade with the well known
firm of Hincks & Johnson, with whom he continued until the business was suspended. He
then retired from active life and spent his last seven years in the enjoyment of a rest

which he had truly earned and richly deserved, passing his days quietly in his home on
West Broad street in Stratford. There death called him on the 4th of September, 1915, and
his remains were interred in the Union cemetery at Stratford.

When President Lincoln issued his call for volunteers in the Civil war, Mr. Middlebrook
enlisted, becoming a member of the Second Connecticut Light Battery, with which he served
for three years. Seven months of this time he spent in the Fairfax (Va.) Seminary Hospital
suffering from typhoid fever, and two of his companions died from the fever. Mr. Middle-
brook, however, improved and at length rejoined his battery. After he returned home he
continued to follow his trade and in 1879 he purchased the Joseph Lampson place on what
is now West Broad street in Stratford, one of the oldest homes of the town. This he greatlv

improved following the great blizzard that occurred in March, 1888. expending more than
two thousand dollars on improvements.

In Stratford, on the 31st of August, 1863, Mr. Middlebrook was married to Miss Susan
M. Batterson, who was born at Catskill. New York, June 4, 1837, a daughter of Sillick and
Emma (Bailey) Batterson and a granddaughter of Samuel Bailey, of Danbury, Connecticut.

Her father was a shoemaker and in 1842 removed to .Stratford with his familv. where the
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liomc was iiiaintaiiipd. (If liis family of fourteen chiliht-ii but two survive, Isaac Batterson,

of Stratford, and Mrs. Jliddlebrook. Sillick Batterson lived to the age of sixty-six years and

died from an injury in a fall from a stepladder. His wife survived him many years, living

to the age of ninety-two. Botli are buried in Union cemetery at Stratford. To Mr. and

I\Irs. Middlebrook wore born seven children: Sillick Batterson, who married Mrs. Eva

Uodds and makes licr liome in Stamford, where he is employed by the Yale Lock Company;

Emma, who is the wife of Eeuben Olmslead and occupies the old homestead with her mother;

Daisy, the wife of George Hurd, of Bridgeport; Virginia, the wife of Ernest Rideout, a well

known contractor of Stratford; David, who married Edna Woods and is with the D. M. Read

Company of Bridgeport; William, who wedded Lula Tyack and is with the Yale Lock

Company of Stamford; and Mary, who died in infancy. Mrs. Middlebrook occupies the old

home on Broad street, which has been her home for nearly half a century. She is a member

of Christ Episcopal church, to which Mr. Middlebrook also belonged, being one of its most

faithful members. He was likewise a loyal member of Elias Howe, Jr., Post, G. A. R., of

Bridgeport, and he was mo.st devoted to his family. On the 31st of August, 1913, Mr. and

Mrs. Middlebrook celebrated their golden wedding, surrounded by their children, grand-

children and many friends, on which occasion they were made the recipients of many presents

in gold. Thej' spent fifty-two years of luqipy wedded life together and reared a family

who reflect credit and honor on their good name.

C. A. HANSON.

Tlicre is no enterprise which indicates more clearly the development and the high

attainment of American skill and ingenuity than the American Oraphophone Company, now

controlling a most carefully organized and highly systematized business that has grown

by leaps and bounds until it is one of the great productive industries of New England.

C. A. Hanson is well known as general works manager of this enterprise. He was born in

Chicago. Illinois, August 18, 1872, and in the acquirement of his education attendeil the

])ublic and higli schools and a manual training school of that city. He made his initial

step in the business world as an employe of Hibbard, Spencer, Bartlett & Company of Chicago

anil was later with J. A. P'ay & Company, manufactiu'ers of woodworking machinery. Subse-

i|uently In- was connected w-itb the Chicago Stamping Company in the purchasing de])art-

m<'nt and in 18114 be entered the employ of the Ueering Harvester Company, tilling the posi-

tion of general storekeeper. Those who read between the lines will immediately recognize

his developing powers in business, for it is a well known fact that power grows tlircmgh

the exercise of effort, and throughout his entire career close application and indefatigable

industry have been salient factors. Each change he has made has represented a forward

step. In I'.iOO he liccame ])Urchasing agent and superintendent of the Weber Wagon Works,

whicli in 1904 became a part of the International Harvester Coni])any. He continued as

superintendent of the Weber plant until 1910, in which year he rebuilt tlie Chatham wagon

plant in Ontario, Canada, nf this he became manager and also took over the management

of the Akron. Ohio, automobile plant of the International Harvester Company. Subse-

quently he became manager of the Piano W(nks for that company and directed the interests

of all four plants as works maiuiger, heavy responsibilities and most important duties devolv-

ing upon him. After twenty years' service witli that company he resigned his position

and entered the lumber dryer business. His identification with the American (;rai)hophone

Company dates from .January, 1910, and in the intervening period he has rel)\iilt the entire

factory and has trebled the producing |Kiwer. He has also built and ciiuippcd an entire

new ri'cord plant located on the east side of Bridgeport.

In lSi»9 Mr. Hanson was married to Miss Mary Whelan. of Chicago, and tliev have three
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cliililrt'ii, Hester, Arllnir A. and ('(iiiiad A. Fraleriially lie is a |iiiiiMinent MaHoii. liaviiif;

attained the tliiity-seeoiui degree of tlie Seottisli Kite, and lie is also a nieniher of tlie

Mystic Shrine. His time and attention, however, have been largely devoted to liis business

interests and his advancement is notable. He possesses marked executive force and adds

initiative to administrative jiowcr and he has the ability to organize and harmonize seem-

ingly diverse interests into a ioiii|ilex but unified whole.

SAMUEL MELLITZ.

Samuel Mellitz. practicing at the Bridgeport bar as the junior partner in the firm of

Goldstein & ilellitz, an association which was the outgrowth of a close friendship formed in

college days, was born May 6, 1891, in the city which is yet his home. In fact he has spent

his entire life in Bridgeport. His parents, Jacob and Peppie (Hausman) Mellitz, are both

deceased. They were natives of Austria and were marrieil in that eoimtry. In fS8H the

fatlier came to the United States and a year later was joined by his wife, the family home

being established in Bridgeport, where he engaged in business as a dry goods merchant. In

tlic family were eight children, five sons and three daughters. The mother died in 1905 and

the father survived only until 1909.

It was in the previous year that Samuel Mellitz was graduated from the Bridgeport

high school, after which he entered the Yale Law School, completing his course as a member

of the class of 1911. The following year, when twenty-one years of age, he was admitted

to the bar, and since 1912 he has continuously practiced in Bridgeport as a partner of Harry

Allison Goldstein under the firm style of Goldstein & Mellitz. They were classmates in

Yale and the strong friendship then begun has been cemented by the close association of

later years.

On the IStli of June, 1916, Mr. Mellitz was united in marriage to Miss Sadye L. Silver-

man, of Bridgejiort, a daughter of Isadore Silverman, a merchant. Mr. Mellitz is a democrat

and he is identified with various fraternities, including the X. T. K., a legal fraternity, the

Masonic order, Abraham Lodge, I. 0. B. B., and also the Independent Order of Abraham.

He belongs to the Green Street synagogue and to the Young Men's Christian Association.

The interests of his life are broad and varied and have ever been of a character that calls

forth the best in the individual.

JOHN H. HI^XKLEY.

John H. Hinckley, president and treasurer of the Newfield Silver Manufacturing Com-

pany, possesses that spirit of modern American enterprise that overcomes obstacles and

perseveres in the pursuit of a persistent purpose until success is assured. It is tliis quality

that has enabled him to make the Newfield silver manufactory one of the important manu-

facturing concerns of Bridgeport, his native city. Mr. Hinckley was born in 1877, his

parents being .lohn F. and Esther (Lynch) Hinckley. The father was also a native of

Bridgeport, and the grandfather, John Hinckley, was a native of Norwich, Connecticut, but

in early life removed to this city and for some time operated Moody's grist mill. John F.

Hinckley became superintendent of the Bridgeport Horse Railway and so continued for thirty

years. He married Esther Lynch, a daughter of .John Lynch, a native of Ireland who came

to Bridgeport seventy years ago and was foreman of the horse barn of the Bridgeport horse

car line.

At the usual age John II. Hinckley of this review entered the public schools and
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passed through consecutive grades until he became a high school pupil. He started out in

the business world as a printer's devil in the office of the Bridgeport Standard and was

there employed for two auii one-half years but turned his attention in other directions,

entering the employ of the firm of Holmes & Edwards, the predecessors of the International

Silver Company. In that connection he worked his way upward, becoming assistant sales

manager, and remained with that house for twenty-one years or until 1911, when he

organized the Newfield Silver Manufacturing Company, Incorporated. They bought out the

old Newfield Plating Company and the officers are: John H. Hinckley, president and

treasurer; and F. B. Elliott, seeretarj'. Tlieir plant is located at State and Ash streets

and includes the block between Ash and Dewey streets. The building is a three-story structure

of mill construction, furnished throughout with a sprinkler system and containing eighteen

thousand square feet of floor space. They manufacture various kinds of gold and silver

plated novelties and automobile lamps and they also do job plating and finishing of all

kinds for various manufacturers of the city and for jewelers. They bought out the Bridge-

port Electro-Plate Company in 1915, this being one of the oldest establisliments of the state

and the largest of the kind in Connecticut. The Newfield Silver Manufacturing Company

now employs fifty people, semi-skilled labor. They do job work for firms as far west as the

Pacific coast and they make a specialty of hotel silver plating. They do all kinds of plating

for various manufacturers. They send out hundreds of thousands of pieces of tableware,

and the high grade of their work and the thorough reliability of the house insures them a

continued and growing patronage.

Mr. Hinckley was married in 1900 to Miss Pearl Rej'nolds, of Bridgeport, and they

have two children: Roger Fuller, born April 2, 1904; and Russell John, born November 17,

1910. Mr. Hinckley gives his political allegiance to the democratic party and keeps well

informed on the questions and issues of the day but does not seek nor desire office. He
belongs to the Algonquin Club, to which he turns for social pleasure and recreation, and in

social and business circles he enjoys the high esteem and goodwill of all with whom he has

come in contact.

RUSSELL R. MEAD.

Russell R. Mead, connected with the American Graphophone Company of Bridgeport as

assistant works manager, was born in Waterbury. Connecticut, March 8, 1876, a son of

Sylvester and Antoinette (Cady) Mead, the former for many years superintendent of the

Waterbury waterworks. Russell R. Mead acquired a public school education and after-

ward learned the tool maker's trade with the Waterbury Clock Company, with which he

was associated for seventeen years, graduallj' working his way upward from one position

to another of greater importance and responsibility until he was given charge of the tool

department. He was afterward with the William L. Gilbert Clock Company at Winsted,

Connecticut, where he acted as foreman of the tool and machine room for nine months. He

then became connected with the National Cash Register Company at Dayton. Ohio, as com-

pound die maker, there continuing for six months. On the expiration of that period he

returned to his native city and entered the employ of the Risdon Tool Works, having charge

of the tooling up for a two-indi movement for the William L. Gilbert Clock Company. This

work he completed in five montlis. He then came to Bridgeport in 1907 and entered the

employ of the American Gra|ilio])lu)ne Company as assistant forenuin of the tool dejiartment

and was made superintendent of that department in 1908. He thus served for four years,

when in 1912 he was advanced to the position of mechanical engineer and in the following

year was made assistant superintendent, while in 1914 he became superintendent and in

191G became assistant general works manager. His position is now one of large responsi-
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bility and iiii|iiiitanc-f fur wliii-li liis previous training ami l)ri)ail (>x[ii'ri<'iK:c li:ivc well (piali-

tii'd liini.

On tlic L'")th of Oetubcr, 1 897, Mr. Mrad was united in marriage to Miss Minnie E.

Wliitney. of Watcrbury. Ife is well known in fraternal circles, holding raenibership witli the

Continental Lodge. A. F. & A. M.. Townsend Lodge, No. 89, I. O. (). F., of whicli he is past

grand, wliile of Aiioantaw;ic lOneampmenl. No. 21, of Waterbury. lie is past chief patriarch.

He likewise belongs to Bridgeport Lodge, No. ."ifi. li. P. O. E. and is well known as a valued

member of I'ark City Vaeht Club, of liridgeport. His military experience covers sei'vice

as a menilier of Company A. Second Kcgimcnt of the Connecticut National Guard, of Water-

bury. His political allegiance is given to tlu' republican party and he keeps well Informed

on the questions and issues of the day but does not seek nor desire political preferment,

feeling that he can best support civic measures as a private citizen. He concentrates his

attention Upon his business all'airs, and since starting out in life has made continuous

progress, reaching a position of promiuemc Mini responsibility through individual effort and

merit.

CHARLES ARTHUR HOPWOOD.

Charles Arthur Hopwood, attorney at law, has spent his entire life in Bridgeport, where

he was born October 19, 1885, his parents being David and Sarah E. (CoUett) Hopwood, who
were natives of England, where they were reared and married. About 1881 they crossed

the Atlantic to the new world and settled in Bridgeport, where they still make their home,

the father devoting his attention to merchandising. In their family were four sons and

four daughters, namely: Sallie E., who is engaged in missionery work in China; and Charles

Arthur, Mrs. Charlotte Stegemann, Edna May, Minerva, John A., Uavid and CoUett F., all

yet in Bridgeport.

In the schools of his native city Charles A. Hopwood pursued his early education and

afterward attended the Park Avenue Institute, from which he was graduated with the class

of 1904. In preparation for the bar he became a law student at Vale and was graduated

there with the class of 1907. He has since devoted his attention to general law practice

and has won a good clientage and is making his business a profitable one. He belongs to the

Bridgeport Bar Association and in his practice he has always been careful to conform to

the highest professional ethics.

Mr. Hopwood gives his political allegiance to the republican party but is not an office

seeker. Fraternally he is connected with the Indejiendent Order of Odd Fidlows and he is

an active worker and earnest member of St. Paul's Episcopal church, in which he is serving

as a vestryman.

HARRY ALLISON GOLDSTEIN.

Harry Allison Goldstein, senior member of the firm of Goldstein & Mellitz of Bridgeport,

was born in New York city on the 19th of February, 1888, a son of Jacob and Regina (Lands-

man) Goldstein, who removed with their family to Bridgeport during his infancy or in 1889.

Here the parents still reside, the father being engaged in the real estate and insurance

business.

Harry A. Goldstein attended the public schools until he reached the age of fourteen

years, when he pul aside his textbooks and began to earn his living as an employe of the

International Silver Company, remaining in that connection for si.x years. He was at first
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in the office and in time was advanced to the position of efficiency clerk. After spending

six years as a wage earner with tliat concern he again took up his studies at the age of

twenty years with the idea of preparing for tlie bar and in I'Jll was graduated from the

Yale Law School. In 1912 lie formed a partnership with Samuel Mellitz, who had been a

classmate at Vale, and the lirm of Goldstein & Mellitz has enjoyed an extensive and growing

general practice. Mr. Goldstein prepares his cases with great thoroughness and care and his

trial of a cause indicates a mind well trained in the severest school of investigation and one

to which close reasoning has become habitual and easy.

On the 14th of July, 1914, Mr. Goldstein was united in marriage to Miss Florence

Theresa Loewith, her father being Sigmund Loewith, a prominent citizen of Bridgeport who

is mentioned at greater length on another page of this work. Mr. and Mrs. Goldstein have

a daughter, Barbara Shirley, who was born July 21, 1915. Mr. Goldstein is a member and

at present its secretary of Congregation B'Nai Israel, which is the oldest Jewish religious

organization of the city. He is also a member of Harmony Lodge, No. 711, I. 0. B. B.;

also of Park City Lodge. No. 59, K. P.: Bridgeport Lodge, No. 36, B. P. 0. E.; and Corinthian

Lodge, No. 104, A. F. & A. M. In politics he is a democrat but has never sought nor held

office other than that of justice of the peace. He is fond of baseball and motoring and turns

to these for rest and recreation, recognizing the fact that to maintain an even balance one

must alternate hours of play with hours of work. In his profession he has made steady

progress, his ability bringing him to the front.

G. L. FUNNELL.

G. L. Funnell, manager of the record manufacturing department of the American

Graphophone Company of Bridgeport, is a native son of Great Bend, Pennsylvania, and in

the acquirement of his education he attended Union University at Albany, New York, from

which he 'was graduated in 1884. Later he entered upon the study of medicine but did not

complete his course in that science. Instead he turned his attention to the retail drug

business and to chemical research work in New Y'ork. He was also engaged in similar lines

at Stamford, Connecticut, to which place he removed in 1890. Eight years afterward he

came to Bridgeport as a representative of the American Graphophone Company in the

experimental department, working on records. The master record then had to be made

for every twenty-six or thirty duplicate records. Trouble was experienced in the variation of

the wax composition in the records. The company developed a method of molding a master

record from which millions of records can be made. This was done by putting a metal copper

plate on tlie wax and then gold plating it, and the invention brought about a revolution

in the record making business. This method was used ou the old cylinder record. Not

content with what liail already been achieved, remarkable as it was, Mr. Funnell then helped

to develop the disc record, the American Graphophone Company being pioneers in that field.

He has fitted up a very line laboratory for extensive research work and experiment, and the

results of his labors have been notable in the extreme. In 1905 he was sent to London to

Organize the factories of tlie company in England and he had charge of the business there

until the outbreak of the present international war, when he returned to America and in the

spring of 1915 took over the factory management at Bridgeport. He resigned that position,

however, in the following December and returned to England, but came again to the United

States in February, 1910, and took up special investigation and efficiency work for the

company. In August, 1910, he was made manager of the record manrifacturing department

and he yet continues his efforts in the experimentation department, which is one of the big

factors of the business. He has had much to do with the development of the record to its
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present state of iieifi'ctioii, wlicii it seems almost impossible to distinguish the ie|iruihietion

from the original voice.

On tlie 8th of November, I'Jl"), Mr. FuMiiell was married to Mrs. Fred Parrott, of Bridge-

port. They occupy a prominent jjosition in the social circles of the city and Mr. Funnell is

numbered with those wlio have made valuable contribution to the world's work. Bringing

every phase of his inventive genius and seientitic power to the development of a new industry,

his labors have been fraught with notable success that ranks him high with tlie inventors

of the age.

SAMUEL KATZ.

Samuel Katz, a furniture dealer of Bridgeport, was born in Russia in 1877, a son of

Jacob and Jlollj' Katz, both now deceased. The mother passed away in 1878, while the

father survived until five years ago.

Samuel Katz spent the days of his boyhood and youth in his native land and in 1889

crossed the Atlantic, arriving at Xew- York, city, after w'hich he attended school there for

three years. In 18'.I3 he came to Bridgeport, where he was variously emplo}'ed lor a time,

and in 1894 he established his present business, remaining at the same location for twenty-

three years. He carries a complete line of furniture and for twenty j'ears has been agent

for the Oakland ranges, during which time he has sold five thousand of these stoves. He
conducts his business both on the cash and credit basis and now has fifteen hundred customers

on his books.

In Bridgeport Mr. Katz was united in marriage to Jliss Lena Foderman, who came from

Russia in 1893. Their children are four in number, namely: Matthew and Elsie, who are

sixteen and fourteen years of age respectively and attend high school; Dorothy, who is eight

years old and a public school student; and Mary, a little maiden of four summers. Mr.

Katz belongs to Adath Israel Synagogue, also to Abraham Lodge, No. 89, I. 0. B. B., and

to the Hebrew Sick Benefit Association. He likewise has membership with the Moose and

with Adelphia Lodge, I. O. 0. F., of Bridgeport. He has lived to see remarkable changes

in Bridgeport. In his jouthful days he played ball where the Union Metallic Cartridge

Company plant now stands, giving employment to twenty-four thousand people. He is a

self-made man. He has earned every dollar which he possesses and, moreover, he does not owe

a dollar. Gradually he has worked his way upward, his industry and economy enabling him

at length to engage in business for himself, and since that time careful management, keen

business discrimination and unfaltering enterprise have led to the upbuilding of his fortune.

THOMAS FRANCIS BURNS.

Thomas Francis Burns, second assistant chief of the Bridgeport Fire Department, was

born February 13, 1S74, in the city where he resides, his parents being John and Bridget

(Donahue) Burns, who were natives of Ireland, where both were reared, educated and marrie<l.

The}' settled in Bridgeport in the early '60s and Mr. Burns became an employe of the Win-

chester Arms Company, while later he engaged in the stevedore business on the water front,

where he was a familiar figure for years. He died in Bridgeport in lsS5, while his wife

passed awaj' in 1890.

Thomas F. Burns obtained his education in the city schools of Bridgeport ami served a

five years' ai)prenticeship at the stone mason's trade, after whicli he worked at his trade for
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a time, but on the 21st of June, 1895, was appointed call man of the fire department, and

on February 10, 1S96, was made a permanent member. On the 16th of April, 190S, he was
made cajitain of Engine Conii)an}- No. 4, and on the 17th of May, 1916, he was advanced to

the position of second assistant chief of the department and assigned to East Bridgeport,

where he is now located. He has a splendid record as a fire fighter and has done much to

hold the de))artnicnt up to its present high standard of efficiency. He is popular with his

men, who recognize his ability, and he is always watchful of the interests and welfare of

those who serve ulider liiin.

On the 2.sth of November, 1907, Mr. Burns was married to Miss Mary I. Madden, who

was born at Bridgeport and after pursuing her education here taught in the public schools

to the time of her marriage. She is a daughter of John D. and Katherine (McGlynn) Madden,

who were natives of Connecticut and early residents of Bridgeport. Mr. and Mrs. Burns

have two children. Rita Elizabeth and Miriam, both born in Bridgeport.

The parents are members of the Roman Catholic church and Mr. Burns liolds member-

ship with Park City Council of the Knights of Columbus. He is also identified with the

Maccabees and lie belongs to the International As.sociation of Fire Engineers and to the

Bridgeport and the Connecticut Fire Department Sick & Relief Associations. His political

endorsement is given to the democratic party and he is never afraid to uphold his honest

convictions.

KONRAD CLEMENS, M. D.

One of the well known members of the medical profession in Bridgeport whose profes-

sional work in that city extends through a period of more than thirty-si.\ years, is Dr.

Konrad Clemens. A native of Austria, Dr. Clemens was born in Vienna, November 19, 1843,

and comes from a family of phj'sicians, for both his father and grandfather were medical

men.

Dr. Clemens was educated in the schools of his native country and then took up the

study of medicine. For five years he engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery both

in Austria and Germany, at the end of which period he volunteered for service in the German

army and, qualifying after that examination, received the rank of lieutenant surgeon.

While in that capacity he was ordered on a botanical expedition to the Balkan country,

entering at Belgrade. The journey was made on horseback through Servia, Bulgaria, and

portions of Roumania. During his army service Dr. Clemens spent considerable time in

Galicia, being located at Lemberg. and later was surgeon of a hospital at Zalosce, near the

Russian border, the general headipiarters being at Tarnople. Leaving the cavalry branch of

the army with the rank of first lieutenant, Dr. Clemens soon afterward decided to come

to the United States, fully determined to make his home here. It was about 1879 when he

took passage for New York, where shortly afterward he took out his first papers to become

a citizen of the United States. Among Dr. Clemens' first acquaintances after going to New
York wasi Dr. James Little, the noted surgeon, who was then professor of surgery in the

College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York. Dr. Little induced Dr. Clemens to go

with him to the University of Wrmont, where Dr. Little taught surgery. Entering this

institution. Dr. Clemens was graduated therefrom in July, 1881, and in the month following

located in Bridgeport for the practice of his profession. He first opened an office on the

west side of Main street, south of State street, and rapidly built up an. excellent practice.

In 1886, owing to the death of a relative, he returned to Germany, where he spent several

months. While there he received the degrees of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery and Master

of Obstetrics from the University of Jena, in recognition of a thesis on obstetrics. He also

took a course in general surgery in Vienna, his native city, under Professor Dr. Theodore

Billroth.
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Returning to America, Dr. Clomeiis ro:*uim'il practici' in liri(lj,'L'port. wiicre lie has since

remained. In 1899 he tool: post graduate work at the New Yorlc Polyclinic in operative

surgery of the eye, while in 1902 he took a course at tlie Chicago College of Oplitlialmology

and Otology and still later took a course at the Kleetro-Therapeutic College of tliat city,

the pioneer X-ray college in America. Dr. Clemens served as medical examiner for the dis-

trict of Easton under Coroner Holt and was twice president of the German Medical Associa-

tion of Connecticut. During tlie earlier years of his practice in Bridgeport he performed a

great deal of surgical work. His entire time and attention have been devoted to his pro-

fessional interests and reading and study have kept him in touch with the trend of modern

progress in medicine and surgery.

About twenty years ago Dr. Clemens was married to Miss Jennie Dickinson, of Haddam,

Connecticut, a daughter of Captain Silas Dickinson, a sea captain.

DAVID S. DAY.

David S. Day, a member of the law firm of Marsh, Stodilard & Day, general practitioners

at the Bridgeport bar, was born in Colchester, Connecticut, in 1880, a son of Hon. 'Erastus

S. and Catherine (Olmsteadj Day. The father was a well known attorney at Colchester

for many years but is now living retired. He served as a member of the state legislature for

two terms and for several years was chairman of the republican state central committee.

After acquiring his early education in the public schools of his native town David S. Day

continued his studies in the famous Colchester Academy of that place. He determined upon

the practice of law as a life work and with that end in view entered the academic department

at Yale, while in 1902 he entered the Law School of Y'ale and was graduated with the class

of 1904. The same year he was admitted to the bar at New London, Connecticut, and in

October, 1905, he opened an office in Bridgeport for the independent practice of his profession

—a calling that has had much to do with the prosperity and stable conditions of every

community and whicli has ever been looked upon as the conservator of the rights and

privileges of the individual. Holding to high professional standards, he has steadily worked

his way upward by reason of his close application, his thorough study and his native ability.

In 1906 he entered into partnership with Morris Seymour, a relation that was continued until

1910, when he joined the firm of Marsh, Stoddard & Stoddard, leading to the adoption of the

firm style of Marsh, Stoddard & Day. They have continued in the general practice of law

and Mr. Day is well known as one who prepares his cases with great thoroughness and skill.

He is strong in argument and logical in his deductions and within a comparatively brief

period he has won rank among the leading lawyers of Bridgeport.

Mr. Day belongs to both the Connecticut State and American Bar Associations and

fraternally he is connected with the Masons. He also belongs to the University Cluli. the

Brooklawn Countrj' Club and the Algonquin Club and in his adopted city has a circle of

friends almost coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances. In 1913 he was married to

Natalie Cornwall, daughter of Jesse B. Cornwall, of Bridgeport.

JAJIES F. JOHNSON.

James F. Jolinson, managing director of the State Trade School at Bridgeport, was

born in Oswego, New York. August 19, 1882, a son of \V. H. and Beatrice Johnson, who were

early residents there. In the family were seven children: James F., Thomas, William, Henry,

Anna, Agnes and Mary, all of whom are yet living.
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James F. Jolinsoii is a graduate of tlie liigli school of Oswego, New York, of the class of

1900. He started out in the business world as general helper in a match factory and pre-

pared for collegcd by working hard, it being necessary to earn the money that would enable

him to meet the expi'iises of a college course. He completed a classical course in the .State

Normal School at Oswego in the class of 1904. He was employed for a time in Ballard,

afterward in Seattle, Washington, and in 1906 went to Rochester, New York, where he

became a draftsman. It was subsequent to that time that he matriculated in the Massa-

chusetts School of Technology in Boston, from which he was graduated in 1909 witli the

degree of Mechanical Engineer. He was afterward employed in engineering work in Rochester,

New York, until he met with an injury which permanently disabled one of his arms, this

occurring in 1912. The same year he was appointed draftsman in the State Trade School in

Bridgeport and in 1913 was advanced to the position of managing director. The State Trade

School is full to its capacity, at all times having two hundred and ninety day students and

two hundred and sixty-three night students. There are sixteen employes at the school

through the day and ten at night. Mr. Johnson takes great interest in his work and gives

personal attention to all the students. He interests himself in getting for them positions

and keeps supervision over them for a year and a half after leaving school. He has made

valuable contribution to literature bearing upon his life work. He is the author of two

volumes, one called "Practical Shop Mathematics and Mechanics" and the other "Practical

Vocational Arithmetic." He has in preparation a volume entitled "Hand Book for Mechanics"

for use by apprentices and journeymen.

In 1913, at Leominster, Massachusetts, Mr. Johnson was married to Miss Winifred

Tansey, representative of a pioneer family there, and they have two children, James F. and

Mary C. Their religious faith is that of the Roman Catholic church and Mr. Johnson has

membership with the Knights of Columbus and also the Benevolent Protective Order of

Elks.

WILLIS F. HOBBS.

A student of economic conditions has said that almost ninety per cent of the men are

business failures and those who attain to positions of leadership are indeed comparatively

few. They must cultivate in large measure the qualities of determination and persistency

of purpose, combined with indefatigable energy and the ability to readily discriminate

between the essential and the non-essential. Possessing all of these requirements, Willis

F. Hobbs now stands as one of the leaders in the business circles of Bridgeport. As presi-

dent of the Bridge[)ort Hardware Manufacturing Corporation he has under his direction

two hundred employes, operating a plant devoted to the mamifacture of hardware spe-

cialties. This business has been in existence since 1895 and through the years of his con-

nection therewith Mr. Hobbs has been an important element in directing the policy and

shaping the operations of tlie business.

He was born in Nortli Hampton, New Hampshire, in 1854, and attended the public

school in North Hampton and high school of Exeter, after which he entered the Phillips

Academy, thus ))ursuing his education w'hile spending liis boyhood days in the home of his

parents, Jonathan and Mary H. (French) Hobbs. The latter was a daughter of Rev.

Jonatlian French, who for a half century was a Congregational minister of North Hamp-

ton, and both were representatives of early New England families, each of which was rep-

resente<l in the Revolutionary war. Among the direct ancestors was also John Alden.

Jonathan Hobbs was a farmer by occupation. Two of his sons, James F. and Francis Drake,

elder brothers of Willis F. Hobbs, were soldiers of the Civil war and both were incar-

cerated in Libby prison. The latter is now deceased, while the former resides in New
llampsliirc.
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The eleventh in a family of twelve children, Willis F. Hobbs early began to provide

for his own sii]iport and the position which he occupies in the business circles of Bridge-

port is entirely tlu' result of his own ell'orts, as lie received no financial liclp from anyone.

In young manhood lie turned his attention to tlie drug business, which lie followed for a

few years, and in 1S80 he removed to Bridgeport, where he became connected with Samuel

R. Wilmot. who had establislied the American Belt Tin & Tube Company. They formed a

partnership under the firm style of Wilmot, Hobbs & Company, wliicli later became the

Wilmot & Hobbs Jlaiiufaituring Company. The business proved a protitable one and after

some years' connection therewith Mr. Hobbs sold out and entered into relations with E.

N. Sperry. At length he purchased the interest of his partner and formed the present

company, which for a time operated under the name of the Bridgeport Hardware Manu-

facturing Company, as successors to the Bridgeport Manufacturing Company, which was

organized in 1895. In 1902 a reorganization was effected under the name of the Bridge-

port Hardware Jlannfacturing Corporation. The first location was on Knowlton street and

in 1900 a removal was made to No. 401 Iranistan avenue, where they built a saw-tooth

factory which was destroyed b_v (ire in 1902. This necessitated the rental of apace on

Housatonic avenue for a year but in 1904 tlie plant was rebuilt at the former location.

At that time the factory was about one hundred by one hundred and fifty feet, two

stories in height with basement and of semi-mill construction. In 1915 an addition was

built sixty by two hundred and ten feet, two stories and basement, and this is a brick

building of mill construction, the entire plant being equipped with the sprinkler system.

The otKce was built in 1910. The plant is equipped w'ith both steam and electric power

and individual motoi-s are used. Two hundred people are employed, of whom twenty-five

per cent are skilled workmen. They manufacture hardware specialties, nail pullers, bo.K

openers, wire stretchers and in fact a large variety of products, including the "Perfect .slid-

ing door." Their output is sold all over the world to jobbers onh', and the business is

enjoying a steady and substantial growth. The officers of the company arc: Willis F.

Hobbs, president; Harry B. Curtis, treasurer; and Artliur I. Piatt, secretary. In addition

to his other interests Mr. Hobbs is a director of the Connecticut Bank and a trustee of the

Bridgeport Bank, of which he was one of the incorporators.

In LS.^^l Mr. Hobbs was married to Miss Florence E. Wilmot. a daughter of Samuel

R. and Sarah il. ((iurnsey) \A'ilmot. They have one .son, Clifford R., who is engaged in

the railway business and who is a graduate of the higli schoid and of the Peck University

School.

ilr. Holibs hidds membership in the I'nited Congregational church, also in tlie Seaside

Club and his jiolitical su]iport is given to the republican party. Of the Seaside Club he

served as jiresident for one term. He is a very prominent member of the IManufacturers

Association, of which he served as the treasurer for five years and as president for two

years. He was also the cnganizer of tlie Manufacturers Chorus, a social feature of the

Manufacturers Association. It is characteristic of him that what he attempts he accom-

plishes. His jilans are always well defined and carefully and promptly executed, with tlie

result that his powers have developed and in the utilization of his opportunities he has

reached a position of distinction in the business circles of Bridgeport.

RE\^ THOMAS J. SYNNOTT.

Rev. Thomas J. Synnott began his labors at St. Augustine's church in Bridgeport in

August, IS.'jS, entering upon a pastorate that covered over tliirtj--two years. In this field

he gave evidence of the possession of a high degree of tact, patience and courage, combined

with unconquerable confidence and faitli in his work and unusual fiiuincial capacity. It was
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a time wlipii authority liiul to be exorcised lirmly, yet witlial in a spirit of fatherly kindness,

lie was equal to every demand made upon liim and liis conduct of affairs elicited the praise

of those above him in the church.

Rev. Synnott was a native of Ireland and was ordained to tlie priesthood April H, 1851.

In tlie first years of his ministry he enlarged Jit. James' church, built St. Mary's church, then

at the corner of Crescent avenue and Church street, and also was instrumental in building

St. Thomas' church at Fairlield. With splendid foresight and judgment he purchased the fine

lot at the corner of Washington avenue and Pequonnock street, in Bridgeport, and thereon

elected St. Auyustine's church, which stands as a monument to his zeal and devotion to the

Catluilic faitli. The cornerstone was laid August 25, 1S65, and the church was opened for

public worship JIarcli 17, 1869, being dedicated under the title of St. Augustine in .June, 1868,

by Bishop McPharland. The erection of St. Agnes' convent next claimed his attention,

although he did not live to see it completed.

When his last illness came upon him he was engaged in improving forty acres of land

in the north part of the city. Among his last acts of a temporal character was the purchase

of the Billings property, now used as a parochial residence. He died April 30, 1884, at the

age of sixty-si.x years, in the old parochial residence on Pequonnock street. The Rev.

Augustine Hewitt, C. S. P., jironounced the funeral service, saying: "As a citizen he was

upright, honest and sincere, as a priest he was a firm upholder of the doctrines of the church

and always solicitous of the spiritual welfare of his flock. Tlie cause of education found in

him an earnest champion. He was a member of the board of education for several years

and during that time not only maintained kindly relations with his colleagues but endeared

himself alike to teachers and pupils."

STANLEY T. KELLOGG.

Stanley T. Kellogg, conducting both a wholesale and retail business in motorcycles in

Bridgeport, was born in Fairfield, Connecticut, December 30, 1884. His father, Charles D. H.

l\ellogg, has now passed away, but his mother, who bore the maiden name of Annie Sophia

Terrill, is still living. The first fourteen years of his life Stanley T. Kellogg spent upon

the home farm, with the educational opportunities offered in the rural schools. In 1898 he

came to Bridgeport, where he attended school for one year and then, when a lad of fifteen,

he began earning his own living, working for a time as a messenger boy. He was also

employed for a period in a dry goods store and by the Bridgeport Brass Company, and in

1906 he became an employe of the Hendee Manufacturing Company, the makers of the

Indian motorcyele. On the 24th of December, 1909, he became connected with the Excelsior

Motor jVIanufacturing & Supply Company, with which he has since been associated, and he

now sells the excelsior motorcycle in Rhode Island, Connecticut and eastern New York and

also handles the Henderson motorcycle in Connecticut. He was formerly a famous track

rider, beginning in 1902, and he held all the motorcycle records and championships from 1906

until 1908 inclusive in amateur work, never becoming a professional. Through his expert

riding, however, he won eighteen cups and sixty medals. He has always been interested in

all phases of outdoor life and s]iorts and he is now greatly interested in aviation and has been

associated with (ilenn Curtis, Lincoln Beachey and other famous flyers. In the sale of the

Excelsior and Henderson motorcycles he conducts both a wholesale and retail business

and his trade has now reached very large and gratifying proportions.

On the 12th of April, 1909, Mr. Kellogg was married to Miss Nellie Clark and they have

had two children: .Stanley T., who died in infancy; and Clark Terrill, a year old. Mr.

Kellogg belongs to Hani]iden Lodge, A. K. & A. M., of Springfield, Massachusetts. His wife

has membership in the Congregational church. He is also identified with the Seaside Club,

the Pequonnock Yacht Club, the Seaside Gun Club, the Connecticut Trap Shooters' Association
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and the Federation of American Jlotonyclists. He enjoys almost every form of outdoor

sports and lie has those inialities which make for pojiularity among those who stand for

clean, sfraifjlit sport.

DA\U) I'OWLER WOOLSEY.

There is much liistoric interest that centers around the name of David Fowler Woolsey
and his family. He was born in Newbur<ih, New York, March 3, 1808, and in New Y'ork

city learned the carpenter's trade. In 1850 he removed with his family from Jordan, New
York, to Bridfieport and became connected with the carriage making business of J. Mott &
Company on State street, remaining with that lirm as long as thoy continued as active

agents in the field. They built carriages and coaches and always had a new- carriage for

the governor of the state upon his inauguration. Mr. Woolsey had charge of the finishing

department, so that his work was of a most important and responsible character. He was
the inventor of a coach handle for the door which woiild open from both the inside and

outside and upon this secured a patent. After the lirm of .J. Mott & Company discontinued

business Mr. Woolsey lived retired until his death.

In New York, on the 34th of December. 1828, David F. Woolsey was united in marriage

to Miss Sarah Ann Burr, a daughter of Nathaniel and Sally Burr. The former was a son

of Isaac and Abigail (Beardsley) Burr and Isaac Burr was a son of Captain Nathaniel and

Mary (Turney) Burr, of Fairfield, in whose family were four children. Captain Burr was a

watchmaker and jeweler and had a shop on Main street in Fairfield. When the British burned

the town in 1779 Mrs. Burr in a ])anic threw the old family Bible, the silverware and an

iron pot into the well and some time afterward all were recovered. The British after settin"

fire to the house left the place and the family rushed back, putting out the fire by using

pans of milk. They just saved their home, which is now one of the attractive old historic

spots of Connecticut. It was at the home of Captain Nathaniel Burr that the birth of

Aaron Burr occurred, his mother being on a visit there at the time. The ancestral line is

traced back to a much more remote period, the founder of the family in America being

Jehu Burre, who was born in England about 1600 and died in Fairfield, Connecticut, in 1670.

His son, Nathaniel Burr, was probably born at Springfield about 1640 and he was made

a freeman in Fairfield in 1664. He served as constable in 1669 and was a representative

to the colonial legislature in 1692, 1693, 1694 and 1695. He married Sarah Ward and

their son, Nathaniel Burr, became a lawyer of prominence in the colony. In 1696 he was

deputy for Fairfield. He wedded Susannah Lockwood, of Fairfield, u daughter of Lieutenant

Joseph Lockwood, and among their children was Captain Nathaniel Burr, who wedded Mary
Turney. and to them were born four children. Thus the line of descent comes on down

through their son Isaac to Nathaniel Burr, who was the father of Mrs. \\'oolse}'. He mar-

ried Sail}' Burr and they had a family of six children, Grissell A., John, Henry, Sarah A.,

Rufus and Theodore. Of these Sarah A. was born April 2, 1811, and on the 34th of Decem-

ber, 1828, gave her hand in marriage to David F. Woolsey, of Bridgeport. To them were

born eight children, of whom six lived to adult age. Mary L. became the wife of John H.

Proud and has passed away, but her daughter, Miss Mary W. Proud, is living in Bridgeport.

Sarah J. became the wife of Richard S. De Lamater. of Hartford, a well known ])liotographer,

but is now deceased. They were the parents of Captain Richard W. De Lamater, of Hart-

ford. Electa married Charles H. Curtis, of Bridgeport, but is now deceased. Susan A.

became the wife of Xoble G. Olds, of Fort Wayne, Indiana, who was a manufacturer of

wheels, it being the largest factory of its kind in the country. They were married in

Bridgeport, October 15, 1873, and Mr. Olds passed away in April, 1876, since which time

Mrs. Olds has made her home in Bridgeport. John H.. the next of the family, died in 1896.
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lit- was in the naval service in tlie Civil war. Augusta W. became the wife of James

Kadie, December 24, 180S. He was born in Thonipsonville and was connected with the

Underwood TyiJCwriter Company at Hartford, but is now a resident of Bridgeport. The

death of Mrs. Woolsey occurred .June 14, 1S86, when in her seventy-sixth year. Mr. Woolsey

long survived and was ninety-four years and four months old when on the 30th of June,

1902, he was called to his final rest. They were members of the Baptist church. They liad

long been widely' and prominently known in Bridgeport, Mrs. Woolsey representing one of

the old New England families, their record beiug inseparably interwoven with the families

of Fairlield.

W. S. MILLS.

W. S. Mills, now treasurer of the W. S. Mills Company, was one of the first to spe-

cialize in the manufacture of underwear for infants and children and has carried on busi-

ness along this line since 1889. No matter in liow much fantastic theorizing one may
indulge as to the cause of success we must finally reach the conclusion that indefatigable

industry and close application are tlie foundation of all legitimate prosperity, a fact

wliicli finds further verification in the life record of Mr. Mills.

A native of Maine, Mr. Mills was born at North Yarmouth, July 36, 1862, a son of

Dwi^ht P. and Sarali A. |8killings) Mills, the former a native of Norfolk, Connecticut, and

the latter of North Yarmouth, Maine. The father was a manufacturer of underwear and

developed the Dunham Hosiery Company, a business now conducted under the name of the

Dunham Mills, Incorporated. Of this he was manager from 1876 until 1914, when he

retir.!xl from active business life at the age of eighty-one years. Now, at the age of

eighty lour, he is enjoying a rest which he has truly earned and riclily deserves. Our sub-

ject is a member of the Sons of the American Revolution, and on the paternal side traces

his ancestry back to one of Parson Hooker's flock who founded the settlement at Wind-

sor, Connecticut.

W, S, Mills acquired a public school education and later attended the Russell ililitary

S<Iio(d at New Haven, Coimecticut. He received his early business training under the

direction of his father, with whom he remained until 1888, learning much concerning the

manufacture of knitted goods. He afterward traveled as mechanical expert for the Wil-

limantic Linen Company for a year, at the end of which time he organized his present

business in 1889 for the manufacture of underwear. His first factory was at Railway

avenue and Warren street in Bridgeport, where he rented property. From the begin-

ning the business steadily grew and developed, and in 1893 he built a factory at No. 80

Parallel street, a four story structure forty by two hundred feet. It is of mill construc-

tion and is eiiuipped u itli a sprinkler system. The electric |)Ower is generated in a plant

of their own, and th<- building is e(iuipped with the latest improved machinery for turn-

ing out tlie product. They employ about one hundred people, seventy-live per cent being

female operators. They manufacture infants' and children's knit underw^ear, this mill

being one of the first to specialize in this line. They were also pioneers in making infants'

goods on the circular knitting frames. Five traveling salesmen represent the house on the

road in the sale of the jiroduct to retailers throughout the United States and Canada, and the

factory has a capacity of over two luindred and fifty dozen per day. They manufacture

all grades of goods from the nu'dium priced to the best silk garments, and their trade-

mark. Little Princess, is a recognizeil standard of quality. The reputation of the house for

good goods, reasonable prices and honnralile dealing is indicated in the fact tliat they are

now selling to the second generation of buyers. For a time the business was conducted

under the firm style of Mills & Company, but in 1906 was incorporated as the W. S. Jlills
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Company, and the officers arc: D. P. Mills, president; Samuel Lauterback, vice president;

T. 1. Ferguson, secretary; ami \V. S. Mills, treasurer. The business has enjoyed a subst;in-

tial and steady growth from the beginning, and it stands as the visible evidence of the well

spent life of its jiromoter.

In 1893 Mr. Mills was united in marriage to Miss Clara March of Shelburne Falls,

Massachusetts, and they now have two children, .lohn D., a student at Yale; and Eleanor,

who is attending high school. Fraternally Mr, Mills is a chapter Mason, and politically

he is a republican. In strictly social connections he has membership with the Algonquin

Club. In his life record conservatism and progressiveness have been evenly balanced, the

one preventing unwarranted risk or failure, the other producing results that have made

him one of the foremost uumufacturers in his line in Connecticut.

JAilES GREGORY BURROUGHS.

,Tames Gregory Burroughs, dealer in motorcycles in Briilgeport, is one of the young

men of the city whose enterprise, determination and industry have carried them far beyond

the point of mediocrity, and, leaving the ranks of the many, he is now standing among

the more successful few. He is a representative of one of the old colonial families of

Connecticut. His great-grandfather was the builder of most of the old colonial homes

of Fairfield. His father. Ste|ihen .lennings Burroughs, and his mother, Mrs. Annie Bur-

roughs, are still living at L>ing Hill, where the family has been represented for many

generations.

James Gregory Burroughs was horn at Long Hill. Connecticut. September 3, 1889,

and pursued his education in the Shelton school of Bridgeport and in the high school but

did not graduate. In his youthful days he worked on a farm for a time and afterward

spent three years in mercantile lines. Later he entered the employ of Stanley T. Kellogg,

a dealer in Excelsior motorcycles, whose business he finally purchased, conducting it in

1912 and 1913. On the e.\piration of that period he turned the business back to Jlr. Kellogg

and accepted the agency for the Harley-David.son motorcycles for Fairfield county and opened

business at the present location at No. SOC State street. Here he now enjoys a good trade

in motorcycles. He was formerly well known in sporting circles, having taken part in races,

but he .sustained a serious injury in racing for the Bismell trophy on Long Islanil in 1913

and has not raced since.

In 1912 Mr. Burroughs was united in marriage to Miss Mary Dunn and they luive two

children: ilarian Elizabeth, born in 1914; and Marjorie Bonnell, born in 1916. Mr. Bur-

roughs belongs to the Federation of American Motorcyclists and is also a member of the

Improved Order of Red Men. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the

Episcopal church of Long Hill. He is now completing a fine country home at Long Hill,

which is one of the visible evidences of his life of well directed energj' and business enter[irise.

WILLIAM LILL ZEPP.

The personnel of the Bridgeport bar is such as may well be a matter of pride to the

city. The representatives of the profession here are on the whole men of high character and

of pronounced ability. Among those who have won a creditable name and place in connection

with the practice of law in Fairfield county is ^Villiam Lill Zepp, who, embracing every

opportunity, qualified for active practice and was admitted in 1908. He was born in this

city May IS. 1873, a son of .Jacob and Katherine (Lill) Zepp, both of whom have passed

Vol. n—10
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away. They were natives of Germany bnt became acquainted and were married in Bridge-

port. The father, who died in 1804, was an old-time grocer and provision merchant of this

city, embarking in that business prior to the Civil war. It was on the 19th of July, 1862,

that he wedded Katherine Lill and on tlie 2Gth of April, 1894, he departed this life, while

his wife survived until December, 1914. Although of German birth she was of French

descent. In their family were thirteen children, eight of whom reached years of maturity,

while seven are yet living, all residents of Bridgeport. These are Mrs. Nellie Knablin, Mrs.

Cora Barnum, Katherine, William Lill, Mrs. Antonia Stiner, Mrs. Frances Wright and Carl.

William L. Zepp has spent his entire life in his native city and after attending the

public schools he completed a business course by night study. He afterward worked in a

carriage factory in the day time and from 1902 until 1904 he was clerk of the probate court

of Bridgeport. While occupying that position he was devoting every possible moment to

the study of law and alter attending the Yale Law School for two years he completed his

preparation for the bar in the law department of Mercer University at Macon, Georgia.

There he was graduated in 190S, after which he was admitted to the bar in Macon and

two years later passed the required e-\amination that made him a member of the Connecti-

cut bar. Since that time he has given his attention to general practice in Bridgeport and

his ability is attested by his growing clientage, which has connected him with considerable

important litigation heard in the courts of the district.

Mr. Zepp has also found time to actively participate in public affairs. He is a democrat

in his political views and he served for three years in the capacity of health commissioner

as a member of the board, having been appointed by the mayor. He is now serving for

the third term on that board and during the infantile paralysis epidemic of 1916 he took

a most active part in the campaign to prevent the spread of the disease. The present splen-

didly equipped health department of Bridgeport is the outgrowth of this campaign and Mr.

Zepp was an enthusiastic and untiring worker in bringing about this result. He is an

Odd Fellow and a past chief patriarch of Stratfield Encampment. His religious faith is

evidenced by his membership in the Congregational church. He is fond of outdoor sports and

country life and he also enjoys travel. In 1900 he visited Europe and the home of his

ancestors and traveled extensively through Germany, England, Ireland, France, Holland

and Austria and attended the Paris Exposition. He greatly appreciates the opportunities

of travel, knowing there is no better educator, and from experiences of this character he

has learned many interesting lessons.

WALTER F. FOLEY.

On the roster of Bridgeport's lawyers appears the name of Walter F. Foley, who has

here practiced since 19)2, at which time he was twenty-two years of age. He was born

in Middletown, Connecticut, September 15, 1890, a son of Daniel J. and Ellen M. (Boyle)

Foley. The father, who was born at South Manchester, Connecticut, January 12, 1840,

was a .son of Charles Foley, who came from Ireland. Daniel J. Foley was a machinist

by trade and for a considerable period lived in Hartford, Connecticut, serving for twelve

years as a member of the city council there. He died in 1909 and his widow now makes

her home at Stratford, near Bridgeport. She, too, is of Irish lineage, her father being

James Boyle, who came from Ireland.

In 1899 Walter F. Foley accompanied his parents on their removal from Middletown

to Bridgeport and here he attended St. Mary's School, from which he was graduated with

the class of 1905. He afterward became a student in the University Preparatory School,

in which he completed his course in 1908, and then spent a year in the Y'ale Law School.

In 1911 he finished his law studies at the University of Cliattanooga in Chattanooga,
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Tennessee, anU was admitted to practice at the bar of tliat state in August, 1911, while

on the 16th of January, 1912, he was admitted to the Connecticut bar. He has since

followed his profession in Bridgeport, giving his attention to the general practice of law,

and he is a member of both the local and state bar associations.

On tlie 4th of June, 19i:!, Jlr. Foley was married to Miss Helen E. Sharon, of Bridge-

port, who was born here April 12, 1894, a daughter of Peter A. and Mary E. (Early) Sharon,

who were natives of this state. Mrs. Foley is of Irish and French descent. Mr. and Mrs.

Foley hold membership in St. Charles' Roman Catholic church and he is a Knight of Colum-

bus. His political support is given to the republican party and for two years he served

as justice of the peace but otherwise has not held public office, preferring to concentrate

his time and attention upon his professional activities.

WHEELER FAMILY.

The Wheeler family of Stratford, represented now by one of its descendants. Miss

Augusta Wheeler, is one of the best known and most prominent of the families of this

section of the state. Moses Wlieeler, the founder of the family, died in Stratford in 1690,

at the ripe old age of one hundred years, and was buried in the old Congregational church

cemetery, .for which a fund has recently been raised that will keep the cemetery in good

condition for many years to come. Moses Wheeler, sou of Moses Wheeler (I), made his

home in Stratford and married Sarah Nichols. They were the parents of Ephraim Wheeler,

wdio also resided in Stratford and who served as a soldier in the Revolutionary war. His

son, Samuel Wheeler, was born in Stratford in 1757, and he, too, espoused the cause of

the colonies in the struggle for independence, giving valuable aid to the American soldiers.

He afterward built what was known as the Wheeler mill. He was widely known and was

a strong and active factor in the community where he made his home. He was twice

married, his first wife being Sarah Moorchouse, while in 1781 he wedded Hannah Hally.

His death occurred in June, 1815.

Captain Samuel Wheeler, a son of Samuel Wheeler, was born at Stratford, September

10, 1777, and followed a seafaring life, becoming owner of the vessel C^hina. He, too,

was widely and favorably known in the community where he made his home. He wedded

Annie Curtis, a daughter of Abijah and Phebe (Clarke) Curtis, a granddaughter of Daniel

Curtis and a great-granddaughter of Daniel Curtis, Sr. They, too, were of one of the

oldest families of Stratford. Captain Samuel Wheeler died in Stratford, February 28,

1858, and was buried in Union cemetery. Both he and his wife were devoted members of

the Episcopal church. She passed away in 1831 and her remains were also interred in

Union cemetery.

Their son. Captain Isaac Wheeler, was born in Stratford, May 2, 1800, and was liberally

educated for his day. He, too, took up a seafaring life and was the owner of several \

sels, including the Parthena, the Commodore Jones, the E. P. Burton and the Falcon. He
followed the coastwise trade and was noted for his fearlessness and bravery. He was a

man of iron nerve and strong will power and was ready at any time to risk his life for a

friend. It is said that while he was on a sailing trip to Boston he took witli him on his

vessel a young son of a friend who was swept overboard during a storm. Captain Wheeler

immediately jumped into the raging sea and brought the boy back to the vessel safe.

Widely known, he was also very popular and he continued a valued resident of Stratford

up to the time of his demise, which occurred at his Broad street home in August, 1867.

He held membership in Christ Episcopal church and guided his life by its teachings. In

politics he was a .stanch democrat. In every relation he displayed those qualities which

command confidence, goodwill and high regard. He was married in Stratford to Catharine
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Lewis, a native of tluit plaee and a daughter of Lieutenant Colonel Philo and Charity

(Curtis) Lewis, the former a soldier of the Revolutionary war and a lieutenant colonel

of the War of 1812. Mrs. Wheeler died September 10, 1882, and was laid to rest by the

side of her liu.sband. She had been most true in all the relations of wifehood and mother-

hood and she was also a consistent member of the Episcopal church. In their family were

six children: Everett Lewis, deceased; Maria T., who became the wife of Daniel Hatch

and both have passed away; ilary Howe, who became the wife of Alexander Pratt, deceased;

Moses H., who died in Bridgeport, Connecticut, leaving one son, Robert Brown ^^^leele^,

of Boston, and three daughters, Elizabeth Nash, Harriett, who married Edward 0. Goss, of

Watcrbur,y, Connecticut, and Catherine Middlebrook; Augusta; and Caroline Olivia, who

has passed away.

Miss Augusta Wheel(>r, the only living member of the family of Captain Isaac Wheeler,

was born in Stratford and attended the public schools and an academy and also Miss Ward's

school of Bridgeport. She was for a number of years in Bridgeport and assisted in the care

of the Hatch estate. She gave much care and attention to her mother in her declining years

and has since devoted her time largely to charitable and other good works. She is a most

consistent member of tlie Episcopal church and takes a very active and helpful part in its

work. She is also ah ardent supporter of the cause of woman suffrage and was among the

founders of the Woman's Suffrage Association in Stratford, of which she has been treasurer.

She is a leader in all good works and is opposed to all sham and hypocrisy. She belongs

to the Red Cross Society and is eligible to membership in the Society of Colonial Dames, the

Daughters of the American Revolution and the Society of the War of 1812. She is a mem-
ber of the Andrew Ward Association and for many years has been interested in the Bridge-

port Protestant Orphans' Association. She makes her home on Broad street in Stratford,

having for a companion Jliss Alma C. Curtis, a native of Stratford and a daughter of

Charles D. and Elizabeth A. (Porter) Curtis, the former a well known contractor and

builder of Stratford in his day, erecting a large number of dwellings of the city. He and

his wife and their daughter Christina died in Stratford and Jliss Alma is now Miss Wheeler's

("onstant companion.

EDGAR BEERS.

Edgar Beers, a progressive business man of Bridgeport, handling sash, doors, blinds and

trimmings and doing a general line of contract work of that character, has been a lifelong

resident of Connecticut. He was born in New Canaan, April 10, 1848, and comes of English

ancestry, probably being descended from John Beers, a native of England, who arrived in the

new world in early colonial days. His father, Richard Beers, remained for some years a

resident of New Canaan but in ISS.'J removed with his family to New Haven. He was a

shoemaker b3' trade and thus provided for the support of his wife, who bore the maiden

name of Jane Ann Scotield, and their nine children.

Edgar Beers was a little lad of but seven summers at the time of the removal to New
Haven, where he acquired a ])ublic school education. When a youth of seventeen he responded

to the country's call for troops, enlisting in 1865 in the Seventeenth United States Infantry,

with which he served for three years, being in the south during the reconstruction period,

most of that time in Texas. In 1808 he returned to New Haven and on the 29th of June,

IHfiy, came to Bridgeport. Here he began work at box making in the employ ol the W. F.

Swords Lumber Company, with which he remained for more than a quarter of a century.

He left that employ, however, in 1895, after which he was connected with the Tomlinson

Lumber Company until 1905. He then established business on his own account along similar
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lines, hamlliiig sasli, doors, liliiuls iuul Ikhiso trimmings. He also does a goiiural line of

contract work and has enjoyed a growing jiatronage since starting out indepemU'ntly.

On the 9th of November, 1871, Mr. Beers was united in marriage to Miss KUen Dishrow,

of Bridgeport, who was born at Easton. Connecticut, and passed away January 15, 18T6. On

the 13th of June, 1877, Mr. Beers was married to Miss Carrie Nichols, of Nichols, Connecticut,

who departed this life on the 22d of June, 1903. She was a sister of Bradley Nichols. His

present wife bore the maiden name of Miss Carrie Hartman and was born in Bordentown,

New Jersey. This marriage was celebrated June 19, 1907. Mr. Beers has two children

by his second wife, Frank D. and Louis E., both of whom are in business with their father.

Mr. Beers holds membership in the Episcopal church and his political opinions accord with

the platform of the republican party. He has never sought nor desired public office but has

given undivided attention to his business interests and his intelligently directed efforts have

brought him the measure of success which is now his.

WILLIAM E. PARKER.

William E. Parker, production superintendent of the American (Jrapliophone Company,

was born in Hartford, Connecticut, December 14, 1869. and at the usual age became a public

school pupil, passing through consecutive grades to the high school. His initial step in

the business world was made as an employe of Colt's Patent Firearms Company and his

natural mechanical skill and ingenuity were develojied in that connection. Later he went

to Washington. D. C. to develop the Monotype machine and built the first model for L. W.
Lanson, the inventor. He afterward became connected with the American Ordnance Com-

pany, occupying a position in the model room for a year. His connection with the American

Graphophone Company dates from January 29, 1897, at which time he became foreman in

the experimental room. At that period the output of the plant was but twenty-five machines

per daj-. Later he was given charge of the laboratory and afterward was advanced to the

position of general inspector. He next served as mechanical engineer, afterward as

chief inspector and as chief of the laboratory and since 1916 has been production superin-

tendent. Thus step by step he has gone on in the business until his position is one of large

responsibility, contributing to the success of the unified whole that is made up of many
complex business interests, calling for highly specialized work in every department.

On the 4th of June, 1891, Mr. Parker was married to Miss Marie K. Myers, of Middle-

town, Connecticut, the wedding being celebrated in Hartford. Mr. Parker exercises his right

of franchise in support of the men ami measures of the republican party. He attends the

Episcopal church and he is an active member of the Masonic fraternity, having attained

the Knight Templar degree in the York Rite and the thirty-second degree in the Scottish

Rite. He is captain general of the conimandery, is a member of the Mystic Shrine and a

member of the Patrol. His appreciation for the social amenities of life here finds expres-

sion and he is a valued representative of the craft.

ARCHIBALD E. SMITH.

Archibald E. Smith, manager of the retail department of the Lane Candy Company,

manifests in the conduct of his business a devotion to high standards of purity and excel-

lence that is most commendable, and the public recognizes that the success which he is winning

is well deserved. While the greater part of his life has been spent in New England, he is a
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native son of Scotland, his birth having occurred in Glasgow, December 18, 1878, his parents

being Daniel and Martha (Elliott) Smith, now residents of Bridgeport. He was but three

or four years of age when brought by his parents to America. They landed in New York

city and afterward went to Springfield, Massachusetts, whence they later removed to Holyoke,

Massachusetts. Subsequently they resided for a time at Florence, Massachusetts and then

came to Bridgeport, so that Archibald E. Smith pursued his education in the public schools

of this city. His opportunities were somewhat limited, however, for he had to begin work

early and from that time forward has been dependent upon his own resources. He was

first employed as a cash boy and later as elevator boy, while subsequently he worked in the

office of the Frank Miller Lumber Company, and in the cost department of the Bridgeport

Brass Company. He became connected with his present line of business in 1909 as manager.

He has complete charge of the retail store, which is located at No. 1040 Main street, and

of the ice cream department. He takes great pride in the splendid quality of the Lane

products and uses nothing but the best materials in the manufacure of both ice cream

and candy, making no so-called cheap candy or ice cream. Within the past few years

the raw materials used have increased in price on an average of seventy-five per cent, but

the selling price has advanced only twenty-five per cent. Mr. Smith closely studies every

phase of the business and from time to time puts upon the market something new in

the line which he handles, catering to discriminating taste.

Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Maud Lane, daughter of Charles D. Lane,

and they have one son, Kenneth Lane. The parents are members of the Presbyterian church

and Mr. Smith belongs also to the Royal Arcanum and the Seaside Club, associations that

indicate something of the nature of his interests and the rules which govern his conduct.

ANTHONY S. AMBROSE.

By taking one peep on the firmament of mankind it will be revealed that some men

shine more brilliantly on the horizon of success than others, and those who have won promi-

nence, distinction and success have invariably commanded it as the spoils of a struggling

life. The fruits of labor are sweet no matter how bitter the labor may be, and a study of

the lives of men who have really made a mark will unfold that hard work is the only trust-

worthy road to fortune.

In the year 1883, Anthony S. Ambrose, a youth but fifteen years of age, blue-eyed,

big-boned, sturdy and penniless left his home in Slovakia, Hungary, to wrestle as a pioneer

among his people with the hardships of a new land. Born of humble parents, Albert and

Agnea Ambrose, his father of a Moravian Slovak descent, Anthony, the second son, was

given educational advantages and attending school in Hungary till fifteen years of age

he proved to be an apt pupil, showing a strong adaptability along literary lines.

Mr. Ambrose when arriving in the United States located himself in Plymouth. Penn-

sylvania, where he stayed for two years, working in the mines, stores, foundries and other

industries. After conquering the difficulties of language, custom and prejudice, and seeing

the need of a means of enlightening his people on the customs and traditions of their newly

adopted home, he entered the newspaper field and in 1890 established a newspaper of his own

at Plymouth, which was published in the Slovak language. The publication was continued

for several years in the work of educating the Slovaks and teaching them to be good

Americans. It was later sold, however, but Mr. Ambrose resumed editorship of it, and he

was in the newspaper business almost continuously from 1886 until 1910.

Believing that he could be of more value to his countrymen while residing in New York

city the editor took his abode there and entered the banking firm of C. B. Richard & Com-

pany at No. Gl Broadway, remaining there until 1894, when he became a member of the
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banking linn of Rovnianelc & Company of I'ittsburgli and New Yoric, Mr. Ambrose acting as

manager of tlie New York olliee. Tliis lirm issued a line of daily, weekly and montlily pub-

lications in the Slovak Uuigvuige, aiul Mr. Amlu'ose did considerable writing for tliose papers

and ]ieriodicals, as well as otliers, under tlie pen-name of Llewellyn. Wliile instilling llie

princijilea of free-speecli, freedom of worsbip, and defending the Slovak people from Hun-

garian moU'station wiiile in tliis country, and bringing before the American public tlie

ideals and tlie iiopes of tlie Slavonians, his popularity grew; he became one of tlic most

influential nirii in America witli tliis race of people; they found him to be almost indis-

pensable, and lionoied him by electing him the supreme president of the National Slavonic

Society of the United States of America. He was repeatedly reelected and hehl ollicc for

eleven years. He accomplished much while president, and it can be safely said that no man

ever did more toward bringing the Slovak in America to a more understanding level than has

Anthony S. Ambrose. He looms as one of the leading men of Slovak blood in. America today.

The call for Ambrose was not done. Under the auspices of the National Slavonic Society a

movement of back to the farms was launched. Several thousand acres of land was purchased

in Arkansas and Maryland, and colonizing was encouraged. Ambrose was the man picked

to do the work, and he did it.

The educating of Slovaks while in America to a marked degree lessened the strength

of Austria-Hungary's shackles upon these people, even though across the waters. Austria-

Hungary became infuriated. Ambrose's voice and pen made the Slovaks good Americans.

The birthland did not like this. She became jealous. Ambrose hit Austria-Hungary and hit

her hard. Due to his work on the literary field among his countrymen he was ])ut on the

government black list in Hungary, and his experiences with the Hungarian government

and its officials are both extensive and interesting. He is an American to the core—an

admirer of Eoosevelt—and while working for his oppressed people abroad he urges every

Slovak residing here to become an American citizen.

During the Eusso-.Japanese war he did considerable work for the Russian government

and contributed through collections and otherwise to the Russian Red Cross. In fact Mr.

Ambrose was a great factor in Russian diplomacy, and a post of Russian consulship was

offered him which he refused because he did not have faith in the old regime of the Russian

government. His manifold activities during the present world's war not only in obtaining

recruits for the United States but also his efl'orts for the freedom of the Slav, and this in

connection with controlling two businesses, reveals the astounding vitality of the man. From

private sources, we understand that during the present war Mr. Ambrose has done work

which, at the present writing, is not permissible in print.

On lecture tours he has encircled the United States several times, and tlie people of

Bridgeport have experienced that this gentleman has the faculty of gripping his audience.

In Boston his memorable debate with Count Albert Apponyi resounded throughout the

country. His travels through Europe, Mexico, Cuba and Bermuda capacitated him as an

interesting lecturer but he is always at home when speaking on the Slavonic question. He
is well informed on the history of the Slavonians' past, and foresees the future in a bright

light.

Mr. Ambrose is now conspicuous in the manufacturing enterprises of Bridgeport. In

l',)02 he organized the Ambrose Company of Bridgeport, a wholesale liquor business managed

by his brother Frank. He in 1915 made this city his home, where his parents have spent

their last years.

And now at fifty this grand "young man" of the world has entered the manufacturing

field, and as president of the Connecticut Canvas Manufacturing Company at 157 Stratford

avenue he is following up the profession of Omar by making tents. In fact the field is not

limited as anything that is made of canvas is produced at that establishment. The working

force is now about seventy-five and will within a short time be almost doubled. One busi-

ness alone being incapable of commanding all of this active man's attention he established
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the Ambrose Luggage Shop at 288 Fairfield avenue, and besides managing these two estab-

lishments he still finds time to lielp his fellowman. He has high hopes for Bridgeport, and

inasmuch that this city is yet to be built, Mr. Ambrose's past will no doubt enable him

to assist considerably in bringing about what the people call "a greater Bridgeport." He

has figured conspicuously politically but no ulterior motive was beliind it. He is a politician

to attain ideals and does not use it as a means of livelihood.

In 1891 Mr. Ambrose was united in marriage to Miss Mary Tesiny of Bridgeport, who

died in 1903, leaving three children: Arthur H., Clayton G. and Daniel A. In 1904 he wedded

Helen Tesiny, a sister of his first wife, and they have one child, Esther B.

Mr. Ambrose belongs to the National Union and has attained high rank in Masonry,

being now a Consistory Mason and a Mystic Shriner. His political allegiance is given to

the republican party. "Let j'our light so shine before men" relates tlie scriptures, and the

man who is giving the ripest and the best years of his life to Bridgeport has a past that

shines with glory; a past that any man would feel proud to have. Anthony S. Ambrose

in his life record thus far shows that industry and enterprise is a sure foundation upon

which to build, but his success consists not so much in the material things of life as it does

in his unflinching, fearless and relentless battles against tyranny for the liberty of the

weaker men and nations. He is gentle yet bold, intellectual yet democratic, and when his

people shall be counted amongst the nations of the earth the fight of Ambrose shall not

have been fought in vain.

ROBERT L. FORBES.

Robert L. Forbes, doing business in electric signs, scenery and decorating, has in the

conduct of his interests won a liberal patronage, while his work not only serves the purpose

of advertising but in large measure partakes of the artistic, Mr. F'orbes ever studying that

phase of the question. He was born in Scotland in 1880, and is related to the distinguished

Sir Archibald Forbes. His brother, Archibald, named after Sir Archibald, was killed in the

battle of the Somme, .Inly 31, 1916. He had attained fame in Great Britain as an artist

and was a director of the Art League of (;ia.<gow and Edinburgh. He w'as also a famous

cricket player.

In Scotland, Robert L. Forbes attended the ]>ublic schools until he reached the age of

fifteen years, after which he studied art at night sessions of the Greenock Art Academy.

In 1897 he crossed the Atlantic to New York city and soon afterward became an employe

of Rondell of Philadelphia, a brother of the distinguished artist of that name. He remained

for seven years in Philadelphia, working and studying, often continuing his study until one

or two o'clock in the morning, and while there he did all the decorating for the Hawthorne

Manufacturing Company. In 1907 he came to Bridgeport to accept the management of the

decorating business of the Hawthorne Manufacturing Company, which position he filled for

two years, when the company discontinued its decorating work. He then started in busi-

ness on his own account on Dewey street and received the contract to do the decorating

for the Barnum & Bailey circus, which requires five months' work in the winter. In 191^}

he removed to his present location and his business developed so rapidly that he was obliged

to give up all the actual personal work in order to concentrate his energies upon manage-

ment and supervision. Entering the field of electrical sign advertising, he has placed many

beautiful and imposing signs over the city, including about one hundred electric signs and

four hundred window signs.

In 1908 Mr. Forbes was married in Hriilgi'port to Miss Pamelia C. Beatty. He belongs

to Clan Campbell, also to the Decorators' I'nion, No. 190, and he is as well a member of

the Scottish Historical Society. While he is interested in commercialized art, he has devoted
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coiisiili'iMbk' tiiiu' to liiu' piiiiitiiii,' luul sonic of liis canvases have sold as liiijli as tivc Imn-

dred dollars. His oil paintings arc usually devoted to landscapes and animals. He is,

moreover, well known us a lightning crayon artist, in which connection he is in great demand

for concerts and other entertainments as well as on the vaudeville stage. He illustrates

his crayons by readings and in a few strokes puts before the audience a visual representation

of the words which he is pronouncing.

RALPH M. SPERRY.

Ralph II. Sperry. the vice president and general manager of the Monumental Bronze

Company, is a public-spirited citizen who has been closely associated with various activi-

ties of moment in the afi'airs of Bridgeport, and at all times stands for those. interests which

are a matter of civic virtue and civic pride. He was born in Bridgeport, May 10. 1882, a

son of ¥.. X. and I.ida A. (Baldwin) Sperry, who were natives (jf New Haven. The ancestry

in the paternal lines can be traced back to Richard Sperry, who settled in New Haven in

the seventeenth century. Representatives of the name served with the colonies in the

Revolutionary war, and R, M, Sperry is now identified with the Sons of the American

Revolution, His father removed to Bridgeport with his family in 1880 and established

business under the name of the Monumental Bronze Company, remaining in active con-

nection with the undertaking until 1910, when he retired, although he still retains a financial

interest in the business and is yet president of the company. His wife has passed aw'ay.

Tn addition to becoming an active factor in tlie industrial circles of the city, E. N. Sperry

took active part in political life and served as president of the board of police commis-

sioners, also of the board of cliarities and of the board of trade. In a word he is a most pub-

lic-spirited man, and his interest in the general welfare has been manifested in many ways.

His son, Ralph M. Sperry, acquired a public and high school education and then started

in the business with his father in 11)02. He became connected with the Bridgeport Hard-

ware Manufacturing Company, one of his father's business enterprises, and when E. N.

Sperry disposed of his half interest in that undertaking, Ralph M. Sperry became connected

with the Monumental Bronze Company. Thoroughly acquainting himself with the business

he has advanced in his relation thereto and is now vice president and general manager,

directing the policy and shaping the activities of this concern. The other officers are:

E. N. Sperry, president; C. A. Baldwin, secretary; W. E. Phillips, treasurer; and F. R.

Clancys factory manager. As previously stated the business was established by E. N.

Sperry in 1880, the plant being located on Barnum avenue near Nichols street. A removal

was made to the present location in 1899 and the jilant here is two hundred and ten by three

hundred feet, a oni' story building with cellar. The company began the manufacture of

white bronze statues and monumental work, and during the last five j-ears its product

has been white metal castings and bronze and aluminum castings for automobiles, etc.

The i)lant has been rebuilt four times in the past three years in order to meet the growing

demand of the trade and another plant has been establisheil in Hartford. Employment is

furnished to about one hundred and seventy people, mostly skilled workmen, and the

proiiuct is sold direct to manufacturers all over New England and the middle west. The

company does much government work of all classes and its outiiut includes a large line

of copper bronze tablets, doors, etc., which are sold all over the I'nited States. During

1916 the company produced over two million pounds of all kinds of castings. In 1910 the

output was about ten thousand pounds, a fact which indicates the rapid increase in their

patronage. This department was established to counterbalance a depression, but has grown

into a mammoth business and the old line of output has been discontinued until the war

shall have closed.
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III 1915 Mr. Si^eriy was uiiitdi in iiiaiiiage to Miss Josepliine Birdseye, a daughter

of Isaac \V. Kirdsej'f, of Bridgeport. He is well known in various public connections, being

a director of the Connecticut State Automobile Association, also of the Metals Club of New
York, the Automobile Club of Bridgeport, of which he was vice president for eight years,

the Automobile Club of America, the Norwalk Country Club, the Kacebrook Country Club,

the Seaside Club, the Brooklawn Country Club of Bridgeport, the National Founders' Associa-

tion and the Manufacturers' Association of Bridgeport.

SAMLIEL LOWNDS.

Actuated by laudable ambition, Samuel Lownds has advanced steadily in his business

career through the wise utilization of his time, his talents and his opportunities until he

is now connected with an important manufacturing interest of Bridgeport as the vice

]iresident of the Bridgeport Elastic Fabric Company. He was born in Staffordshire, England,

in 1854, and acquired a public school education there. His parents were George and Sarah

(Hamlin) Lownds, who were also natives of England, and the father was a weaver by

trade, as was the grandfather, Samuel Lownds. The family is of Scotch descent and their

history presents a long line of weavers, so that in taking up this work Samuel L. Lownds

followed in the footsteps of his ancestors. In the year 1888 he became a resident of East

Hampton, Massachusetts, where he occupied the position of weaver with the Glendale mills.

The year 1890 witnessed his arrival in Bridgeport and he secured work with the Bridge-

port Webbing Company, there remaining for a decade. On the expiration of that period

he joined Arthur Liggins and Arthur .J. Jloore in organizing the Bridgeport Elastic Fabric

Company and through the intervening period the business has steadily grown and de-

veloped. Mr. Lownds was the practical man of the firm and much responsibility devolved

upon him. In 1003 they were joined by William Boyd Spencer, whose investment materially

increased their capital stock, and he was elected president of the company. Since that

time the business has grown very rapidly. Their first factory was built at Brooklawn,

Fairfield county, and in November, 1902, a removal was made to 209 Center street, Bridge-

port, where their factory, a one story structure with a frontage of two hundred feet, con-

tains eight thousand square feet of floor space. They own their property and in 1916

purchased more land in order to make additions to the plant. They manufac-

ture all kinds of narrow clastic fabrics, including garters, arm bands and supporters of

silk, cotton and mercerized materials, specializing in Lisle and silk cable webs. Their trade-

mark is "Spencer's Special," a name which has become synonymous with excellence in

m'anufacture and durability of product. They also manufacture the Befco brand of goods.

They employ one hundred people and have fifty-four looms, while the plant is fully

equipped with electric power. The Bridgeport Elastic Fabric Company has become a part

of the Everlastik Company, which has been incorporated under the laws of Massachusetts,

with the principal office at Boston and with sales office in New York. This business is

capitalized for four million nine hundred thousand dollars and the company has branch

factories at Chelsea, Massachusetts, Bayonne, New Jersey, Pawtucket, Rhode Island,

Lowell, Massachusetts, Brockton, Massachusetts, and Mansfielil, Ohio, The Bridgeport fac-

tory has a capacity of fifty thousand yards of elastic per week and the product is sold all

over the world to jobbers and retailers. The present officers of the company are: William

Boyil Spencer, president and treasurer; Samuel Lownds, vice president and plant man-

ager; John T, Cockerell, assistant secretary; and N. H, Downs, assistant plant manager,

Mr. Spencer and Jlr. Lownds have been associated in their business interests for twenty-

four vcars, the latter being the practical man, with Mr, Spencer as business manager, and

tluir interests have been conducted most successfully, Mr. Lownds advanced the first
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sev( n liiindrt'cl and tii'ty ilollars lor Idoiiis Ijotore tlie company was incorporali'd and put

the first two tlioiisand dollai'.s into looms, loaning a tliousand dolUirs to liis two iiartncrs and

jnitting up a tliousand dollars of liis own. He aeknowU'dges indebtedness to Tlionias P.

Taylor and T. Hammond tor tlieir assistance an encouragement in the early ckiys.

In 1874, in England, .Mi. Lownds was married to Miss Helen Elizabeth Kent, of Armi-

tago, Staffordshire, who died .\ugust IT. ISSS. In ISDl he wedded Julia Kllen Uuckers, of

England, a niece of Charles (artwright of Bridgeport and a daughter of Joseph and Mar-

garet Duckers of England. .Mr. Lownds possesses notable musical talent and for a long

- period was solo singer at Trinity cliurch. He was married by Louis Norman Booth and

this was the first choral \ved<liiig hidd in Bridgeport. His children are: Margaret C, the

wife of Chester Joslyn, of Kacine, Wisconsin; \eronica, deceased; Helen Elizabeth, the

wife of Professor O. J. Todd, of Carleton College at Northfield, Minnesota; Olive fcSarah,

the wife of T. T. Morton, of New London, Connecticut; Samuel Lealand, assistant plant

manager of tlie Hub Gore factory of the Everlastik Company at Brockton, Massachusetts:

Constance Ada, the wife of George S. Sherwood, of Bridgeport; Ethellleda, the wife of

Robert Haley, of Seattle; Florence Hazel and Ivan Landon, at home. The last two are

children of the second marriage.

Mr. Lownds is a republican but has had no time nor inclination to seek political

office. His attention outside of business has largely been given to musical interests and

for fifteen years he served as choir master of St. Luke's Episcopal church and has been

solo singer in St. John's church. For the past twenty-four years he has been a member

of the Sons of St. George. A in;in of resolute spirit. Mr. Lownds has never felt doubtful

as to the outcome of the business venture into wliich he entered in forming the Bridgeport

Elastic Fabric Company. His previous training and ex])erience qualified him to take hold

of the actual management of the plant and as the years have passed on he has so directed

the labors and operation of the enterprise that splendid results have accrued and he has

made the Bridgeport establishment one of the foremost undertakings of the kind in this

section of the countrv.

HON. EDWARD EARLE GARLICK.

Hon. Edward Earle Garlick. engaged in the general practice of law as a member of the

firm of Garlick & Swain, has also taken active part in public interests and throughout his

entire life has manifested a spirit of loyalty and progressiveness in municipal and govern-

ment afTairs that found its culmination in the oflter of his services for active duty on the

Mexican frontier in 1916. He was born in Fairfield, Connecticut, September 18, 1884. a son

of Dr. Samuel M. Garlick, who removed to tliis city from his old home town of Fairfield.

where he had also followed his profession. He was born in Devonshire, England, and mar-

ried Harriet Trubee Knapp, a representative of an old New England family established on

the American continent in colonial days and represented in the Revolutionary war, so that

Mrs. Garlick is now a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and an active

leader in the work in Bridgeport. She is also a frequent contrilmtor to the National Maga-

zine, published by the Daughters of the American Revolution at Washington, D. C, being

the author of an article entitled Trails of the Old King's Highway, recently published in

that magazine, and another most interesting article entitled The Heroic Woman. Her writ-

ings have also been published in various other magazines and she is well known in literary

and club circles.

Edward Earle Garlick prepared for college in the Bridgeport public schools and was

graduated from the University school in 1906. He then matriculated in the Yale Law

School and is numbered among its alumni of 1910. In February, 1911, he was admitted
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to the bar in Hartford, Coniiciticut, and since then has practiced liis profession in Bridge-

port. He entered upon active professional work in connection witli Chamberlain & Hull,

then as now one of the leadinj; law firms of Bridgeport, and since 1913 he has been associated

with Richard S. 8wuin, under the firm style of Garlick & Swain, in the general practice of

law. While one of the younger representatives of the bar he is making substantial progress

and liis ability is fast becoming recognized, for he has proven his power in coping with intri-

cate legal i)roblenis.

Jlr. (iarlick has also figured prominently as one of the leading young republicans of

Bridgeport and his official service has been characterized by marked devotion to duty. He

has served on the board of aldermen, was formerly assistant clerk of the city court and

ne.\t was promoted to clerk of the court. From that position he was advanced to the

office of assistant prosecuting attorney in which he is now serving, and at one time he was

actively associated with Connecticut's lawmakers as a member of the general assembly.

His loyalty has further been proven by the tangible expression of his military spirit. When
President Wilson issued his call for service on the Mexican border in 1916. Jlr. (larlick

joined Battery A of the Tenth Field Artillery of the National Ciuard of Connecticut and

was with that command three months, the full time, however, being spent at an army

training camp in Pennsylvania, to the keen disappointment of Mr. Garlick and his comrades,

all of whom were anxious to proceed to the border. Mr. (iarlick has membership in the

Seaside Club and was formerly a clerk in the Xorth Congregational church, while at the

present writing he is a member and clerk of the Union Congregational church, an association

which indicates the rules and principles which govern his conduct.

HON. EDWARD T. BUCKINCJHAM.

Hon. Edward T. Buckingham, compensation commissioner, is not only a distinguished

attorney at law but has also been active in the administration of the law in Bridgeport

as mayor of the city. He was the second youngest man ever called to the office but assumed

its responsibilities with a full sense of their importance and his incumbenc)' in office was

characterized by marked devotion to duty. He comes of a family long connected with

the history of New England and is of Puritan ancestry. Tlie progenitor of the Buckingham

family in tlie new world was Thomas Buckingham, who sailed from London and arrived

at Boston on the 3(itli of .lune, KiifT. He became a resident of New Haven, then Quinnipiaek,

March 30, 1638, and the following year removed to Jlilford. His first wife, Mrs. Hannah

Buckingham, there jiassed away .June 28, 1647, leaving five children: Hannali, Daniel. Samuel,

Mary and Thomas. By his second wife, Jlrs. Ann Buckingham, he had one son. Tlie line

comes down through Samuel Buckingham, who was baptized at Milford, June 13, 1640, and

died March 17. 1699. On the 14th of December, 1663, he married Sarah Baldwin, whose

father. Timothy Bahlwin, was one of the first settlers of Milford, and their children were:

.Sarah: Mary; Samuid, who died in infancy; Samuel; Hannah; Thomas; Anne; Mary; Hester;

anil Rutli. Of these Samuel, the second son and fourtli cliiM. was liorn November 1, 1668,

and departed this life October 29, 1708. He was a proprietor of the town of New Milford,

althougli he never took uji his residence there. His wife, Mrs. Sarah Buckingham, was

admitted to the chiirch in Milford, May 17, 1696, ;ind their children were Samuel, Ebenezer,

Sarah. Thomas, Elizabeth. Estlier and Nathaniel. Samuel Buckingham HI, who was the

direct ancestor of Edward T. Huckingliam in the fourth generation, was baptized November

21. 1693. and died in Old Milford. Deci^mber 29, 1749. He was married May 20, 1714, to

Silence Clark and their children were Sarah, Deborah. Aliigail, Ann, Samuel, Ebenezer,

Esther, .Tared, Nathan, Elizabeth and Enoch. The third son and eighth child was .Tared

Buckingham, whose birth occurred October 16, 1732, while he died in Oxford about 1812.
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His cliildren were: .loliii: Sainuel, wlu) was born in 1772 anil weiUIcd a Miss Woostor, of

Oxford. C'onnectii'Ut : Isaac, wliose natal year was 1774; and Knnicc, born in 177"), wlio passed

away in 1880.

.Jolin Buckin^liani. roprosentativc of the family in tlic sixtli <;enpration. was born in

1770 and was nnirrinl in 1701 to Esther Osborne. 'I'lieir eliildren were: Fanny, who was

born in 1793 and became the wife of Roswell Hill, with whom she removed to Oliio;

Hezekiah. who was born in 1794 and wedded Matilda Ann W'ooster; Lucy, who was born in

1796 and married E. Bartiss; L<>tson, born in 1799: Susan .Matilda, born in 1S03: David

Harson. who was born September 19. 1S(1"», and marrie<l Anne Marie Scofield; Lucius E.;

Linus, born in 1809; Meroe, wlio was born in 1811 and married Cornelius Cahoe; an<l Laura

L., wlio was born in 1813 and became tlie wife of .loel V. Webster, November 3, 1S35.

The seventh cliild of that family, Lucius K. Hnekingham, was the grandfather of

Edward T. Buckint;lKUu. He was b(nn March 17, 1807, and his life record covered the

intervening years to 1903. He followed farming at Roxbury, Connecticeut, and also

engaged in business as a stonecutter and monument builder. He was married June 13, 1833,

to Julia A. Taylor, of New Milford, and they made' their home in Woodbury, Connecticut.

Their children were: Mary A., who was born in Roxbury, April 3, 1833, and on the 31st

of December, 1863, became the wife of Isaac B. Prindle, tor thirty years cashier of tlie

Pequonnock National Bank of Bridgeport, where she died April 30, 1910; Esther A., who

was born July IB, 1835, and passed away December 11, 1855; Walter; (ieorge, born in

Roxbury, November 14, 1846; Ellen L.. who was born December 11, 1848, and became the

wife of Henry E. WanI : and Alice A., wlio was born April 3. 1853, and married Dwight

Halleck. Her death occurred in 1895.

Of that family Walter Buckingham was born in Dover, Dutchess county. New York,

October 35, 1841. The family removed to Sing Sing in 1844 and the father there engaged

in the stove business for a number of years. During that period Walter Buckingham

attended the famous old Gunnery school, where he was a schoolmate of Captain Bob Beedes

and a son of Judge Van Cott. late postmaster of New York city. Following the removal of

the family to Woodbury, Connecticut, Walter Buckingham was there employed in a dry

goods store but later removed to Chicago, Illinois, where he engaged in the wholesale

commission business for two years. Because of ill health he returned east and for three

years was clerk in French's Hotel of New York city, for many years a famous hostelry there.

Later Mr. Buckingham conducted a grocery store at South Norwalk, Connecticut, and after-

ward went to Metuchen, New .lersey, where he occupied the position of superintendent of

railroad construction, having charge of railroad building through that section. At Jlount

Vernon. New York, he was similarly engaged and built the lirst macadam road in New-

York city. Returning to Woo<lbury. Connecticut, he there engaged in the insurance business

for three years and in 1881 became a resident of Bridgeport, where he occupied the position.

of bookkeeper with the John H. Way .Manufacturing Company until its factory was destroyed

by fire. He occupied the position of ileputy collector of customs at Bridgeport for eight and

one-lialf years and at various times was engaged as an expert accountant. In 1869 he was

elected first city clerk of Norwalk. Connecticut, and occupied that oHice for two terms. In

politics he was a stanch democrat and fraternally was connected with King Solomon Lodge,

No. 1. A. F. & -A. Jl.. at Woodbury, Connecticut, the oldest lodge in the state. He served as

its secretary for several years or until he removed to Bridgeport, when he became a member

of St. John's Lodge. On the 8tli of Xovember, 1865, Walter Buckingham wedded Helen E.

ToUes. whose father, Robert I. Tolles, was a sash and blind maker of Plymouth, Connecticut.

They had but two chihlren, the daughter, Ida E., becoming the wife of T. W. Joyce of

Bridgi-port. by wliom she had two children, Louis B. and Helen L.

The only sim of Walter and Helen E. Buckingham was Edward T. Buckingham of this

review, who was born in Metuchen, New Jersey, May 13, 1874, but at the age of three years

was brought to Bridgeport by his jiarents. His education was imrsued in the Brand Street
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public school and in tlie Bridgeport high school, from which he was graduated in 1891. He
next entered upon the academic course in Yale University and following his graduation ia

1895 took up the study of law at Yale, completing his course two years afterward. In 1S9&

he located for law practice in Bridgeport and has since followed his profession save for the

period of his service in public offices, which have demanded his entire attention. Politically

a democrat, in 1902 he was elected city clerk and in 1903 was reelected with a majority of

twenty-five hundred and thirty-five votes, the largest ever given a candidate for that office.

He was again chosen in 1905 and in 1907, his incumbency continuing until 1909. He was then

nominated and elected mayor of Bridgeport with a majority of three thousand and forty-

three, the largest received by any mayoralty candidate of the city. Moreover, he was the

second youngest mayor of Bridgeport and few men of his years have occupied a similar

position in a city of equal size in the United States. Under very trying conditions he

conducted his office with such signal dignity and honor as to win the highest respect of all.

All fair-minded citizens named his administration as one worthy of commendation and praise,

in which much good was accomplislied along the lines of reform and municipal progress.

He was mentioned as a candidate for governor in 1010, but withdrew his name and

seconded the nomination of Simeon K. Baldwin, who was elected. Mr. Buckingham is

one of the strongest men of his party in this portion of the state.

On the 3d of June, 1903, Mr. Buckingham was married to Bessie R. Budau, a daughter

of John D. and Annie (Russell) Budau and a granddaughter of John Diedericks Budau, who

was born in Liibeck, Germany, October 14, 1817, and passed away in Bridgeport on the

20th of November, 1888. He was sixteen years of age when he came to the new world and

for a time followed a seafaring life. He was afterward employed at railroad work in New
Orleans, where he was paid fifty cents per day. Making his way northward, he conducted

a grocery store for a time and then established business as a dry goods merchant in Bridge-

port, successfully conducting that establishment until he sold his stock of goods to Beacon

& Smith, this store being now conducted by Radford B. Smith. Mr. Budau then took up the

work of settling estates and also engaged in the general real estate business, which he

managed wisely and well, so that he accumulated a handsome fortune. Moreover, he was

a public-spirited citizen who cooperated in many plans and projects for the general good.

For a number of years he served as street commissioner, during which period some of the

principal streets and avenues of Bridgeport were laid out. He held membersliip in St.

John's Lodge and in the Knights Templar commandery and w-as buried with Masonic honors.

In 1845 he wedded Louise Jane French, one of nine children, who lived to the advanced age

of more tlian ninety years. She was the daughter of Wlieeler French, who was born in

1792 and was a lifelong carpenter of Bridgeport, where he passed away in 1852. He

married Sarah Webb, daughter of Zenas Webb. She was born in 1794 and died in 1802.

Gamaliel French, the father of Wheeler French, was a soldier of the Revolutionary war

and his iianie is inscribed on a tablet of the gateway erected by the Mary Silliraan Chapter,

D. A. R., at the uM Stratford burying ground near the corner of North and Brooklawn avenues

in Bridgeport.

Mr. and Mrs. John Diedericks Budau had a family of seven children, including John

Budau, who was born in Bridgeport, February 24, 1851, and there passed away December

31, 1904. He was a musician of ability, belonging for a number of years to the Wheeler &
Wilson band. He afterward engaged in the express business and subsequently concentrated

his attention upon insurance and real estate. He belonged to St. John's Lodge, A. F. & A.

M., of which three generations of his family had been representatives. He married Annie

Russell, a native of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, and they became parents of a son and a

daughter: John H. D. Budau; and Bessie R., novi? the wife of Edward T. Buckingham.

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Buckingham are: Russell B., born June 3, 1904; and

Edward T.. September 2, lOOfi. The parents occupy an enviable position in the social circles

of the city. Like his ancestors, Mr. Buckingham is connected with St. John's Lodge, No. 3,
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A. F. & A. M., of wliicli, he is a past master, and he is also a past sachem of Wo\vomi)oii

Tribe, No. 40, I. O. K, il., and held the ollice of gi-eat sachem of the state of Connecticut. He

is likewise a member of Samuel H. Harris Lodge, I. O. 0. 1'"., the Fraternal Order of Eagles,

the 13ridgeport lodge of Elks, the Foresters of America and tlie Knights of I'ytliias. He
belongs to the Arion and Germania Societies and to tlie Young Men's Christian Association.

On October 1, 1913, he was appointed compensation commissioner by Governor Simeon E.

Baldwin and has since ably filled tliat position. It is said of him that his circle of friends

is coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances and that the number of his acquaintances

is daily growing. He has made for himself a notable place in the city of his residence, liis

record setting at naiiglit the old adage that a jiropliet is not without honor save in his

own country. He is recognized as a man of sterling worth and of liigh ideals and his

ability has brought him to the front.

HOilER REID.

Efficiency is tlie watchword of tlie great cor[iorations. To maintain an evenly balanced

organization every department must be in the care of those especially skilled in the line

which they undertake in order to bring that department up to the standard of the whole.

The American Graphophone Company is a complex organization of many business enter-

prises distinct in themselves yet with a central financial interest over which Homer Reid

has supervision as chief accountant. He was born in Wasliington, D. C February 27, 1875,

a son of John W. and Margaret E. Reid. After attending the public and high schools he

took up the profession of teaching, which he followed for four years in Piatt county, Illi-

nois, but returning to the east, he became a resident of Bridgeport in the spring of 1898,

at which time he entereil tlie service of tlie American Graphophone Comjiany as a clerk in

the shipping department. FVom the beginning he has been in the accounting department

and through intermediate positions has worked his way steadily upward through ability,

fidelity and industry, until, in 1911, he was made chief accountant and has since occupied

that position.

In 1899 Mr. Reid was united in marriage to Miss Mary Gordon, of De Land. Illinois,

and they have two children, Byron G. and Lorin H. Mr. Reid belongs to the Masonic lodge

at Bridgeport and politically he follows an independent course, voting for men and meas-

ures rather than party. Throughout his entire business career he has been stimulated by

the desire to attain something better, utilizing every opportunity to make his services of

such worth that the road to advancement would be open to him, and each forward step has

brought him a broader outlook and wider opportunities.

CARL G. LINDQUIST.

Carl G. Lindquist. vice president of the Hawley Hardware Company, with which he

has been connected for the past twenty-four years, was born at Skara, Sweden, on the

16th of January, 1872. and is a son of Per A. and Anna Cliarlotta Lindquist, also natives

of fliat country, where they passed their entire lives. The father was a successful harness

and leather goods manufacturer. In the family were six children, namely: Louisa, Hilda,

Carl G., Beda, Anna and Axel.

Carl G. Lindquist attended school in his native country until he was nineteen years

of age and then emigrated to the United States, settling at Arlington, New Jersey, where

for si.x months he was employed in a machine shop. In 1893 he arrived in Bridgeport and
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went to work as clerk in a liardwarc store owned by C. W. Hawley. He continued in Mr.

Hawley's employ until I'JOfi, when lie with the other employes formed a corporation known

as the Hawley Hardware Company and bought out ilr. Hawley. The business was removed

to its present location at Xo. 1120 Main street and is still conducted under the name of

the Hawley Hardware ('om])any. Since the orfranization of the company Mr. Lindiiuist

has been vice president and has had an intiuential voice in the manafrenient of its affairs.

His long connection with the trade, liis naturally keen insight into conditions and his sound

judgment have all been of great value to the concern, and the volume of its business has

shown a steady growth.

Mr. Lindquist was married on the lOtli of Jlarch, 1898, to Miss Anna Wennstrom, who

was born in Sweden but came to Bridgeport as a young woman. Mr. Lindquist casts his

ballot in support of the candidates and measures of the republican party and is now serv-

ing his second term as a member of the board of fire commissioners. He gives a great

deal of time and energy to the work of that body and has been especially influential in

securing an elllcient and businesslike administration of the fire department. He belongs

to the Baptist church and gives his hearty support to the work of that organization. He
is a past noble grand of Monitor I^dge, No. 38, I. O. O. F. ;

past district deputy and past

delegate to the state convention of that organization; and his fraternal connections also

include membership in Corinthian Lodge, No. 104, A. F. & A. M. He is likewise identified

with the Svea Sick & Benefit Association of Bridgeport, a Swedish organization, and with

the Algonquin Club. As these various connections indicate, he has not allowed his business

interests to monopolize his time but has had a part in the advancement of various ]ihases

of community life.

SETH HILL, M. D.

Living up to one's ideals is, in any strict sense, impossible, since as our conduct grows

better our vision of good grows also, keeping thus forever in advance of the steps of its more

laggard companion. But though we are forced to admit this, even at the very time we

acknowledge it to be our chief object, there is of course no similar reason to admit that we

cannot live uj) to the ideals of our fellows, which are not thus directly stimulated to further

fiights by every improvement in our behavoir. As a matter of fact, many of the best and

greatest figures in the history of the world have not merely seen beyond the ideals of their

times but actually lived beyond them, but for most of us the task to live up to them is one

quite suflSciently taxing to our strength and courage, so that we may well be pleased even if

we do but approach them. The truth of this may well be seen if we take a more limited

case, such, for instance, as the great mass of ideals and standards which adhere abimt any of

the great professions as a sort of accepted tradition limiting and regulating the actions of its

practitioners. H we should take, for example, the tradition of the great profession of medicine,

and note the high standard of professional conduct which it sets for those who would make it

their career, it will at once be evident how diflicult is the task of realizing this standard in

actual conduct, yet eciually evident that it is not impossible. Indeed, were there any

theoretical doubts about it, the matter would very soon be set to rest by the records of many of

the splendid men who have practiced as well as professed this, one of the most altruistic of

human occupations. Such a record is that of the life of the late Dr. Seth Hill, of Stepney,

('onnecticut, in whose long career was well exemplified the best of medical tradition, side by

side with an eminently indejicndi'ut .-iiiirit which made him dare to tacc new problems and make

original decisions. His death on February 5, 1912, was a very real loss to a large portion of

Fairfield county.

Dr. Seth Hill came of good New England stock and was born .luly l(j, 18:i7, at Easton,
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Connectic'iit, ii son ul' WiiUcman aiul KuiiiL-e (Lyon) Hill, old iuid highly rcspeoted rcsidonta

of that town. The early piii-^tiuii of his education was obtained at the local seliools of his

native place and he ]irepaied for college at the Kaston Academy. He then entered the Yale

Medical .School and distinguished himself highly in his classes, drawing upon himself tlie

favorable regard of his instructors and masters and winning the affection of his fellows

in the undergraduate body. He carried oft" many of the honors of the class, was its

valedictorian and graduated in 1S(J0 witli the degree of M. D. Immediately after graduation

h« located in Bridgeport and there began the practice of his profession, but he shortly

afterwards removed to Betlilehem and later removed to Stepney. From there he extended his

practice over the surrounding country and into the neighboring towns of Trumbull and Easton.

His practice became one of the largest in the region and lie gained a reputation as one of the

most successful physicians thereabouts and a leader of his profession. Stepney was his

postoflice address for nearly forty-live years, but his home for forty years was in Tashua,

Trumbull.

But it was not only in connection with the medical profession that Dr. Hill was promi-

nent in the communit3- where he dwelt. His was one of those minds which find all human
relations interesting, wliicli feel a sympathy in all tlic affairs of men. He was extremely

active politics and was closely identified with the republican party and a leader of the local

organization of that party. He served on the county school board for a number of terras

and was extremely efficient in this capacity, one of his keenest interests being in the

education of children. In 18SU he was the successful candidate for representative in the

state legislature and served in tliat august body to the full satisfaction of his constituents

and to the advantage of the community at large. Besides his private medical practice Dr.

Hill was associated very prominently with the Bridgeport Hospital and he was actively

interested in the general cause of the profession. In 1,SS4 he was president of the Fairfield

County Medical Society; was president of the State Jledical Society; a member of the

American Medical Society and other organizations. In 1901 Dr. Hill became one of the

trustees of the Staples Free School and diil a great deal of valuable work in tlie cause

of education in this important capacity.

Dr. Hill was twice married, his first wife being Phebe il. Dayton, of Towaiula, I'ennsj-1-

vania, who died August 29, ISTO. His second marriage was celebrated on June 19, 1S72, to

Mary Frances Nichols, of Tashua, Trumbull, Connecticut, a daughter of William and Mary
Melissa (Mallett) Nichols, themselves old and honored residents of that place and members
of old Connecticut families. Mrs. Hill survives her husband and still resides in Tashua,

Trumbull. Her liome. "Hillsden," was the residence of lier father and grandfather Nichols.

Dr. Hill was a man of unusually broad and tolerant outlook and of so cheerful a

disposition that his mere presence in the sickroom was a curative agent. He was not a man
who thought of his own ends before all others, but devoted himself to the interests of the

community in general and to those of his patients in particular. He was extremely charitable

in all his instincts and an appeal was never made to him in vain either |)rofessionally or in

any other way. All those that came in contact with him honored and admired him and tliis

sketch cannot be brought more fittingly to a close than with the tribute of his fellow trustees

of the Staples Free School of Easton. This was in the form of resolutions passed by them

on February 14, 1912, shortly after his death. They follow:

"The remaining trustees of this school, Mr. Frederick E. Silliman and Mr. Samuel C.

Shaw, wish at this time, and in this manner, to express their appreciation of the valuable

services rendered by their fellow trustee. Dr. Seth Hill, recently deceased, as a member
of this board since 1901; and to express their sorrow at his death, and their sympatliy for his

family in tlieir great loss.

"Di-. Hill became a member of this board at a time when it especially needed the wide

judgment and conservative influence which he could so well exercise. Because of his wide

knowledge of the school, its relations with the town of Easton, and its history for many
yoi. n— 11
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years past, his services as a trustee of the sehoul were especially valualile, and tliey will be

greatly missed by this board.

'\Vc, therefore, take this opportunity to spread upon our minutes these few words of

appreciation, sorrow and sympathy."

In the Connecticut Medical Society Book of 191:3 is a history of the life of Dr. Hill with

tributes of love and praise. Dr. Hill was a little over si.'C feet in height and of unusually

fine physique.

.JOHN A. CORNELL, Jr.

Although one of the younger members of the Bridgeport bar .lulin A. Cornell, Jr., has

made a creditable position for himself and his friends have faith in his future because of his

strongly pronounced characteristics. He was born in this city January 29, 1889, a son of

John A. Cornell, Sr., who was born in Bridgeport, wliere he still makes his home. The

Cornell family is an old one in Fairfield county and John A. Cornell, Sr., is a son of John

G. Cornell, a native of Derby, Connecticut, and a veteran of the Civil war, in which he

served for two years. John A. Cornell, Sr., wedded Minnie Frances Geary, a native of this

city, to which her parents removed from Cromwell, Connecticut, where they were early

settlers. Both Mr. and Mrs. Jolm A. Cornell, Sr., are now living and the father has devoted

his life to mechanical pursuits.

In the attainment of his education John A. Cornell, Jr., attended the public schools-

until graduated from the Bridgeport high school with the class of 190.'). AMien nineteen

years of age he was assistant sales manager with the Bridgeport Cliain Company, but it

was his desire to devote his life to a professional career and he entered the New York

University Law School in 1912, there completing three years' work in two years, so that

he was graduated with the LL. B. degi-ee in 1914. Since that date he has practiced law

in Bridgeport and is now following his profession in association with Spotswood D. Bowers

and Charles E. Williamson. He is specializing in the field of corporation law and has

studied broadly along that line, gaining a comprehensive knowledge of that branch of the

profession.

Mr. Cornell belongs to St. Patrick's Koman Catholic church. In politics he is a demo-

crat and has filled the. office of justice of the peace. He belongs to Phi Alpha Delta, a law

fraternity, and he has the friendship and kindly regard of many of his proessional colleagues

and contemporaries in this city.

CHARLES M. CALHOUN.

The late ( liarles M. Calhoun was one of Bridgeport's valued citizens and a well known

figure on the cotton exchange in New York city. He was born in Bridgeport in 1848, a

representative of one of the most distinguished and honored families of the country. His

father was the Hon. I'liilo C. Calhoun, former mayor of Bridgeport.

Charles M. Calhoun spent many years in the south, where he acquired expert knowledge

of cotton, being familiar with every phase of [jroduction, shipment and sale. When he was

twenty-five years of age liis father presented him with a seat on the cotton exchange of

New York city, which he held until the time of his demise, or for a jieriod of forty years.

He made daily trips to and from the metropolis and was the oldest commuter on the

New Haven Railroad, having traveled between New York and Bridgeport every morning and

evening for four decades. In his ojierations ufion the cotton exchange he was connected witli.



BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY 275

R. T. Wilson & Coinpanv. nml lie enjoyed an enviable reimtation as an expeit on cotton crops.

The death of Sir. Calhoun oeeurred August 24. l'Jl(i, when he had reached the ajje of

sixty-seven years. He was a member of the Brooklawn Country Club and the Contemporary

Club and in various other ways participated in the social activities of his native city. He
was also connected with the Masonic fraternity and had been a vestryman of St. John's

Episcopal church. He stood as a hi{;h type of manhood and citizenship.

In 188S Charles JI. Calhoun was united in marriage to Miss Julia h. Sanford, and thej'

became the parents of three children who are residents of liridgeport : Philo C, John C.

and Katherine. The latter is the wife of John Carlcton Sterling and the mother of one

daughter, Joan.

Philo C. Calhoun was born in Bridgeport in 1889 and passed through the schools of the

city, supi)Iementing his early educational training by a course in Williams College, from

which he was graduated in 1910, and in the Harvard Law School, in which he completed

his cour.se in 1913. The following year he was a<lmitted to practice in the courts of Connecti-

cut and has since been with the firm of JIarsh, Stoddard & Day, one of the most promi-

nent of the law firms of the city.

GEOKGE KIPPEN.

George Kippen, whose death occurred at Fort McDowell, in what was then the terri-

tory of Arizona, in 1S68, was a native of Bridgeport, born -March 2<i, 1810. and was a son

of George and Betsey (Meeker) Kippen. The father was a widl knciwn silversmith of liis

day and for many years carried on business in Bridgeptnt whire he and liis family made their

home and where he and his wife at length passed away.

George Kippen. Jr.. was educated in the schools of Bridgeport and afterward worked

at the silversmith's business with his father. At the time of the discovery of gold in Cali-

fornia he with a number of others left Bridgeport, sailing for San Francisco. They were

shipwrecked while en route but eventually reacheil their destination and started out on

their hunt for gold. With a company of others Mr. Kippen operated a mine north of Sacra-

mento, California, constructing sluices with which to carry the water from the mountain,

but after they had expended much time and money they found that the construction work

was not successful. The project proved a losing venture and was in consequence abandoned.

Mr. Kippen, however, continued in California for a number of years, operating both in the

north part of the state and in the south. In 1854 he was one of the original members of

the Arizona Copper Mining Company and resided in that territory for the remainder of his

life. He was associated for a time with the mercantile firm of George F. Hooper & Com-

])any of San F'rancisco. who had established various branches of their business in different

parts of California and in Arizona. Mr. Kippen managed the business at Fort Yuma. Arizona,

and later was at Fort McDowell, where he continued as manager of the business up to the

time of his death, which occurred February 22, 1868, when he was forty-nine years of age.

His remains were interred at Fort JIcDowell with Masonic honors. At tlie time of his

death the newspajiers of that section spoke of Mr. Kippen as "a man noted for his lioni->t,

upright conduct and steady attention to business. He won the esteem of his em[iloyers

and at the time of his death was a partner in the George F. Hooper Company of Fort .Mc-

Dowell. He was a man of generous impulses, of noble sentiments, and hsives many friends.

in this territory and in California to mourn his death."

It was on the 9th of September, 1845, that Mr. Kippen was united in marriage by the

Rev. Lyman H. Atwater to Jliss Jane A. Nichols, of Fairfield, a woman of culture anil

refinement, who was a devoted mother and a sincere Christian in every sense of the term.

She held membership in the Congreg-ational church, was active in the Sunday scIkjiiI and
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in all good work. She did iiiucli to proinoto the churcli and Sunday school interests in

Fairfield, where she continued to make her home until called to her final rest on the 20th

of April, 1907, her remains being interred in the Fairfield cemetery. By her marriage she

became the mother of three children. Charles Nichols, born December 27, 1846, died in

New York city in July, 1898. James Hill, born June 4, 1848, died August 19, 1848. Mary
Birdaey, born August 5, 1849, now resides in Fairfield. She is a member of the Eunice

Dennie Burr Cliapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution of Fairfield, which she

joined on its organization, and for six years she served as regent of the chapter. She had

three ancestors in the Revolutionary war and she is descended through the Kipi)en family

from Flder William Brewster, who came to America on the Mayflower and is therefore

eligible to membership in the Mayflower Socie'ty, in the Founders and Patriots' Society and

the Society of Colonial Dames. She is quite active in the social and religious life of Fair-

field and is a member of the Congregational Church Missionary Society and of the Kid Cross

Society. She is also a member of the state committee of the Daughters of the American

Revolution to prevent the desecration of the flag and also of the national committee for the

same purpose. She is likewise a member of the Connecticut Audubon Society, of which

she has been the treasurer for seventeen years. She is a most womanly woman and is opposed

to women taking part in governmental afl'airs.

The Nichols family, of which Jliss Kippen is a descendant in the maternal line, was

also early established in this state. Her great-grandfather, Hezekiah Nichols, lived in F'air-

tield. He married Anna Penfield and their son, Samuel Allen Nichols was born in Fairfield,

Connecticut, in 1787 and was one of nine children. He was educated and grew to manhood

there, after which he took up the occupation of farming and also became a merchant. His

life was spent in that town, where he passed away February 4, 1864. He w-as a whig and

a republican and he served as town clerk of Fairfield from 1837 until 1863 and for several

years was a selectman of the town. He was also a magistra-te for many years and was thus

actively connected with civic afl'airs. He held membership in the Congregational church

for forty years and w-as one of its deacons from 1840 until his death. He ranked with the

best known and most highly respected citizens of his community, esteemed for the genuine

worth of liis character. He was nuirried November 20, 1S16, to Wilsana Wheeler, a daughter

of Captain AVilson Wheeler, who died at sea. Mrs. Nichols was born in Bridgeport, then a

part of Fairfield, Connecticut, in 1789, and passed away in F'airfield, in 1857, at the age ot

sixty-eight years. She, too, was a devoted member of the Congregational church. Their

cliildreii were Abbie B., Julia B., Anna P., Jane A., John, who died in infancy, John II, and

Henry. All are now deceased.

It was .lane A. Nichols who became the wife of George Kipjjen, Jr., and their daughter,

Mary Hird.sey Kippen, has in her possession two books constituting the diary kept by her

father during the period of his residence in California and Arizona, in which he chronicled

the events of each day and which contain many interesting incidents. The old Nichols home

was in possession of the family for more than one hundred and seventy-five years.

JAMES LALLY.

.James Lally, mayor of Stratford, who in the administration of his public duties is

giving to his city a businesslike and progressive administration, was here born on the

15th of November, 1871, his parents being John and Ann (Lynch) Lally, who emigrated from

Ireland and established their home in Connecticut in 1857. They had a family of six sons

and a daughter, all of whom are yet living, namely: Mary A., who is a resident of Stratford,

Connecticut; Williiun. living in East Providence. Rhode Island; Fiancis .1., of Waterbury;
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ami .liiliii, 'rii(Uiia> and Lliailrs, all of Stratford, (oiiiirc-ticiit ; and .lames, of this review.

Both jiaieiits have now jiasseil aua,v.

.James J.ally attended the piiblie schools to the ai;e of sixteen years and then made his

initial steji in tlie business world, since which time he has been closely associated with

business and public interests. l'"or the past ten years he has taken contracts for road work

and for excavating sand and gravel, generally employing from fifteen to twenty men and

using four teams. His activity in jjolitieal allairs compasses a period of eight years,

beginning in 111(H). when he was elected to the position of tree warden for the conservation of

trees and the promotion of the natural growth of forests. He acceptably tilled that position

for three years and in 191:2 he was elected selectman and remained on the board of selectmen

for three years. He was tlien elected lirst selectman or mayor of Stratford in I'jl.'j and at

the present time holds this position, whicli also makes him chairman of tlie tinance com-

mittee, chairman of the board of selectmen and chairman of the sewer board. He also has

supervision over all jiublic expenditures.

JJr. Lally is a member of St. James Koman Catliolic church of Stratford and is ahso

connected with the Improved Order of Ked Men. Tliose who know him, and he has a wide

acquaintance, esteem him for liis sterling worth and recognize his marked lidelity to duty

in public office.

RICHARD S. SWAIN.

Richard .S. Swain, juniijr partner in the law firm of Oarlick & Swain, practicing at the

Bridgeport bar since 1913, was born in Arcanum, Ohio, July 6, 1889, being the eldest son

of the Rev. Richard L. Swain, a Congregational minister who was formerly pastor of the

South CongregatioiuU church of Bridgeport but is now upon the lecture platform.

Richard S. Swain accomiianied his parents on their various removals as the father

was called from one place to another in his ministerial work. He became a student in the

high school of Laconia, New Hampshire, and later spent three years in the Syracuse (New

York) University. A review of the broad field of business led him to the determination to

make the practice of law his life work, and with that end in view he entered the Yale Law

School and was graduated in 1913 with the LL. B. degree. In June of the same year

he was admitted to practice at the Connecticut bar and since then has actively followed his

profession in Bridgeport as a partner of E. E. Garlick, who is assistant pi-osecuting attorney

of the city of Bridgeport and is mentioned elsewhere in this work. Mr. Swain is regarded

as one of the rising young lawyers of the city.

He is a member of the United Congregational church and is serving as assistant secre-

tary of its Sunday school. He belongs to Phi Alpha Delta, a law fraternity, and he is

fond of outdoor sports, including football, hunting, swimming, and motoring. In a word

he is a young man of normal development and well balanced character, actuated by a spirit

of progressiveness, governed by high principles and stimulated by lofty ideals.

BENJAMIN BERNSTEIN.

Benjamin Bernstein, a partner in the wholesale grocery business conducted at Bridge-

port under the name of Saltman Brothers, was born in Russia, July 6, 1887, a son of Louis

M. and Bessie Bernstein, who are now residents of Glen Cove, Long Island. In their family

were eight children, the brothers and sisters of Benjamin Bernstein being: Philip M.,

Joseph G., and Samuel A., all residents of Glen Cove, Long Island; Jennie Golden, who
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makes her home at New Milford, Connecticut; Walter, living at Glen Cove, Long Island;

Sadie London, of Bridgeport, Connecticut; and Frederick, who makes his home in Cleveland,

Ohio.

At the usual age Benjamin Hernstein entered the public schools, therein pursuing his

studies until 1902. On tlie 17th of November of that year he came to the new world,

making his way to Glen Cove, Long Island, where he again entered school. Later he had

his initial business experience in connection with the dry goods trade, being thus employed

until 190S, when he came to Bridgeport and established two stores on Main street, one being

a grocery store and the other a dry goods establishment. These he successfully conducted

until August, 1909, when he sold out, but on the 20th of September reentered commercial

circles as a partner in the lirm of Saltman Brothers, in which connection he has since re-

mained contributing much througli his indefatigable enterprise, business ability and sound

judgment to the success of this wholesale grocery house.

On the 18th of February, 1917, Air. Bernstein was united in marriage to Miss Dinah

Berkowitz, of New York city. He does not seek to figure prominently in public connections

outside of his business, preferring to give his undivided time and attention to the wholesale

grocery trade. He deserves mucli credit for wliat he has accomplished, for his success is the

direct result of his own labors. Gradually he has advanced as the result of the wise utiliza-

tion of his opportunities and is today occupying a foremost position in commercial circles

of the citv.

,IOHN ALEXANDER HENRY ROBINSON.

John Alexander Henry Robinson, city clerk of Bridgeport, was born in Belfast, Ireland,

July 4, 1880, and is a splendid example of the north of Ireland stock which has played so

important a part not only in the atVairs of that countrj' but of every community in which

its representatives have settled throughout the world. His grandfather, Thomas Robinson,

was a farmer in the barony of Upper Castlereagh, in County Down, eight miles from Belfast,

and there John Henry Robinson was born October 2. 1848. He married Martha J. Moore, a

native of Belfast and a daughter of Captain Hugh Moore. Several of her relatives are still

living in Belfast and some of them are serving in the English army. John H. Robinson

preceded his family to this country, locating in Bridgeport, Connecticut, where he was joined

after ten months by his wife and children, who crossed the Atlantic in 1883. He had already

become established in the grocery and tea business and he successfully conducted his store

for twenty years. He is still active in business at the age of sixty-nine, being now

connected with the American Graphophone Company of Bridgeport. Of his children Hugh

Moore, the eldest, holds an important position in the executive department of the Union

Typewriter Company of Bridgeport. He married Delia Tyrell and they are tlie parents of one

child, Ethel May. Margaret Skillan became the wife of Charles Walshaw, of Birmingham,

England, and tliey are now residing in Bridgeport. Martha Henry is the wife of Clarence

Edwin Marsh and tlie mother of three sons, Elliott, Clarence and .John. Edith Mary and

John Alexander are the next in order of birth. Fred Thomas married Luella Payne and they

are the parents of three children, Sylvia, Moore and Luella. Adeline W'ylie is the wife of

Charles Gregory and the niolher of one cliild, Suzanne. Maud Eveline is the wife of John C.

Ilawley. Mr. and Mrs. Marsli reside in the city of Hartford, Connecticut, and Mr. and Mrs.

I'Yed T. Robinson in New Haven, Connecticut, while the remainder of the children are

residents of Bridgeport.

John A. II. Kobinson was a child of but three years wlien brouglit to tlie I'nited States

by his mother. He attended the p\iblic schools of Bridgeport and at the age of tliirteen

put aside Ills textbooks and secured a pusition with a typewriting concern, continuing with
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the office foiic foi- about ci-iht years, after wliidi lie was on tlie road as a traveling salesman

for five years. He was, however, destined tor another field of activity than that of business.

In early life he took a keen interest in public atVairs, thorouglily studying the political

situation, especially in relation to local issues. He became actively identified with the city

organization of the republican party in early manhood and was soon regarded a.s a leader

in his community. In l'.)i:! he was the successful candidate for city clerk and is now serving

his second term in that responsible position. Previously he had twice been a candidate for

state senator, but was not able to overcome the strong normal democratic majority. For

si.v years he has filled the positi(Ui of chairman of the republican town committee, having

charge of the campaign work.

On the 27th of August, I'.Hi:;, Mr. Robinson was married in St. Paul's church, in

Bridgeport, to Miss Betsej- Carolyn Blood, a native of Bridgeport and a daughter of William

Henry and Carolyn (Peck) Blood, who were born in Nichols, Connecticut, and are members

of old and distinguished families of the state. In religious faith Mr, and Mrs. Robinson are

Episcolpalians, being communicants of St. Paul's church. He is an active member of the

United Commercial Travelers Association and in Masonry he has attained the thirty-second

degree of the .Scottish Rite. He also belongs to the local lodges of tlie Benevolent Protective

Order of Elks, the Royal Arcanum, the Knights of Pythias and a number of similar organiza-

tions. He is today writing a new chapter in his life history, having become captain and

regimental ijuartermaster of the Fourth Regiment of the Connecticut Home Guard, which

was organized in April, 1917.

.JOHN H. CASEY.

.John H. Casey, engaged in law practice in Bridgeport, his native city, is a son of Michael

J., and Mary (Crotty) Casey, who are residents of Bridgeport. The father was born in New
Haven, Connecticut, and is a son of John H. Case}', a native of Ireland, in which country

the mother of .John H. Casey of this review was born.

Spending his j'outhfiil days under the parental roof John H. Casey obtained his early

education in Bridgeport, and is a Yale graduate of 1911, in which year he completed his law

course and finished his equipment for the bar. In his youth his summers were spent upon a

farm and in the outdoor life he laid the foundation for physical and mental development.

Following his graduation he opened an office for active law practice in Bridgei)ort and in

the intervening period of sis years has made steady progress in his chosen professioti.

Mr, Casey holds membership in the Roman Catholic church and he belongs to the Friendly

Sons of St. Patrick, of which he was formerly president. In politics he is a democrat and

for one term served as alderman of Bridgeport from the sixth ward. H^has also been justice

of the peace and his decisions have ever been fair and impartial. He belongs to the Yale

Club and he finds his chief source of recreation in his reading, which covers a wide range,

keeping him in touch with the world's thought and progress.

PHILIP J. ONKEY.

One of the thoroughly organized manufacturing enterprises of Bridgeport is that con-

ducted under the name of the Oriental Rouge Company, of which Philip J. Onkey is the

president. This business was established in 1902 but since 1891 he has been a representative

of business activities in Bridgeport. He was born in Washington, D. C, in January, 1860,

a son of Joseph and Ann (Carlin) Onkey, who removed to Albany, New York, during the
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boyliood of tlicir son I'liilij), wlio was tliere reare<l and educated, attending tlie i)ublio

schools. He came to Bridgeport in 1891 and for thirteen years occupied the responsible

position of foreman with Burns & Bassick. He thus gained broad business experience and in

1903 he organized tlie Oriental Rouge Company, which on the 1st of December, 1916, became

the Oriental Rouge Company. Incorporated. The business was at first located on Railroad

avenue but in 1905 a removal was made to 66 and 68 Pine street. Among the [)roducts

of the factory are metal polish and compositions and the output is sold all over the United

States and Canada. The business has now assumed extensive and gratifying proportions,

and that Mr. Onkey is well knoVvn to the trade is indicated in the fact that he is a member

of the American Electroplaters' Association.

On the 15th of February, 1882, Mr. Onkey was married to Miss Annie Gorman, of Boston,

and tlie}' have become parents of seven children, namely: Joseph P., who is associated

in business with his father and who is also serving as alderman of the fourth ward; Helen;

Edward; Mabel; Theodore; Philip; and John. Mr. Onkey belongs to the Benevolent Pro-

tective Order of Elks and also has membership with the United Commercial Travelers. For

more than a quarter of a century he has been connected with the business interests of Bridge-

port and throughout the entire period has maintained an unassailable reputation for com-

mercial integrity and been regarded as a worthy representative of commercial enterprise.

JOHN SCHWING.

John Sclnving. tlie jiresident of the John Schwing Corporation of Bridgeport, was born

in Germany in 1863 and came to the United States in 1881, when a youth of eighteen years.

He had previously learned the tinning trade in his native country and he established busi-

ness in Bridgeport in 1883 as a member of the John Schwing Corporation, his associates

in the enterprise being his brothers, George and Peter Schwing. The business was first located

on P"airfield avenue but later a removal was made to Stratford avenue and in 1907 they built

a factory at No. 859 Wood avenue, where they are now located. They manufacture cornices

and skylights and do general sheet metal work. They employ ten mechanics and sell to the

local trade and in near-by towns. Their factory is a one-story building fifty by one hun-

dred feet and the business has steadily grown during the three decades and more of its

existence.

In 1886 Mr. Schwing was married to Miss Susan P. Hofherr, who was born in Germany,

and they have become parents of six children, as follows: Katherine; Frederick, who is

associated in b\isiness with his father; Louise; John, who is also in business with his father;

Harry, a rc'sideut of Newark, New Jersey; and Theodore, who is attending school. Mr.

Schwing is a self-made man who owes his success and advancement entirely to his own

efforts and ability. Gradually and persistently he has worked his way upward and his

determination and energy have enabled him to eonijucr all the difficulties and obstacles

that have barred his path.

HAROLD EARLE WADHAM.

Harold Earle Wadham, conducting business under the name of the Wadham Ice Cream

Company, at 157 John street, in Bridgeport, was born in West Haven, Connecticut, October

18, 1881, a son of Melville and Sarah J. (Bassett) Wadhara, who are residents of West Haven.

The former is a direct descendant of Governor Leete, one of the distinguished colonial settlers

of Connecticut, and is a member of the Sons of the American Revolution. Mrs. Wadham
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traces her iiiicestry back to Governor Bradford of Massachusetts and liolds nieinbersliip with

the Daughters of the American Kcvohition. Slie is also eligible to membership in the Colonial

Dames and the Founders and Patriots of America, it will thus be seen that the ancestry

of Harold Earle Wadham lias through many generations been distinctively American in both

the lineal and collateral lines. He jiursued his education in the public schools of his native

city, remaining for a brief period in the high sdiool, after wliicli lie |iut aside his textbooks in

order to provide for his own support. He started in the business world as ollice boy with

the New England Dairy Company, now the New Haven Dairy Company, with which he re-

mained for fifteen years, during wliicli period he wiirked his way steadily upward to the

superintendency and also became a large stockholder. Un the lltli of February, 1011, he

arrived in Bridgeport and after selling his interest in the dairy business entered into partner-

ship with his brother, Ernest W., now deceased, in the establishment of the Wadham Ice

Cream Company for the manufacture of ice cream. The company has ever maintained the

highest standard in its products and Harold E. Wadham has concentrated his energies upon

the upbuilding and development of the business of which he is managing owner. During

the first year his business amounted to fourteen thousand dollars and something of the

rapid development of his trade is indicated in the fact that in 1916 his sales amounted to

one hundred and twenty-live thousand dollars, sliowing a nine hundred per cent increase. Of

tlic output sixty per cent is sold in Bridgeport, while tlie remainder is sold over a territory

extending one hundred miles in all directions.

In iy03 Mr. Wadham was united in marriage to Miss Mary Keith, of Springfield, Massa-

chusetts, a direct descendant of Eev. .James Keith of Bridgewater, Massachusetts. She is a

member of Mary Silliman Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, and is eligible to

membership in the Colonial Dames and the Founders and Patriots of America. He belongs to

the Episcopal church and also has membership with the Odd Fellow's, the Masons and tlie Elks

and with the Seaside Club. In all matters of citizenship he is public-spirited and progressive,

cooperating heartily in all well defined plans for tlie general good.

EDWAKD L. GAVLORD.

Edward L. Gaylord, who gained distinction as an inventor and also as an art con-

noisseur, in both connections made valuable contribution to world progress. He was born

in Bristol, Connecticut, in 1827, and represented one of the old colonial families of the state.

His grandparents were Lot and Sarah (Allen) Gaylord, and his parents were Ransom and

Pamila (Alcott) (Jay lord, the latter an aunt of Louisa 51. Aleott the famous autlior, whom

Edward L. Claylord was ever proud to claim as liis cousin. He was but four years of age

when his parents removed to central New York, and en route he rode on the first passenger

coach operated in this country. The railroad was built from Albany to Schenectady. New-

York, in 1830 and Mr. Gaylord made the trip in 1831. The engine was a crude machine and

carried on its tender the pine wood for the lire and a barrel of water, while stage coaches

were used for cars and the signal for starting was given by blowing on a fish horn.

In his youthful days Mr. Gaylord began learning the clock making trade in central

New York and when nineteen years of age he returned to Connecticut, entering the emiiloy

of the Kirk & Todd Company at Wolcottville. Abandoning clock making after a few years

he took up the locksmith's trade in Terryville, where he continued until 1850 wlicn he was

sent to Newark, New- .Jersey, by the James Terry Company to make carpetbag frames after

patterns which he had himself designed and for which, at the time, there was a great demand.

Later he was called back to Terryville to take charge of the shop of the Eagle Lock Company

and his inventive genius brought forth many new designs in locks and labor saving devices.

The most notable of these was a device for squaring lock plates and a machine for drilling
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keys, the latter turning out twelve thousand keys daily, while the original machine was

operated for fifteen yeans without repairs. During his supcrintendency of that plant he took

out patents on more than eighty practical inventions which were all turned over to the

Kagle Lock Company without compensation. In 1871 he secured a patent on a padlock to

be used on mail bags. In the meantime he had become president of the Eagle Lock Company,

which did not care to go into that line of manufacture, and upon receiving his contract from

the government for padlocks Mr. Gaylord decided to form a new company and was joined

by Frank and .lames Mix under the rtrm style of Gaylord, Mix & Company. The first lot

of jiadloeks were manufactured in the old shop at Pcquabuek, but as the business grew and

developed a manufacturing plant was erected in Bridgeport. New designs in cabinet locks

were added to the output and the company received large orders from the Wheeler & Wilson

Sewing JIachine Company, which placed the firm of (iaylord, Mix & Company in competition

with the Eagle Lock Company so that the former made arrangements wherebj' the business

of the latter company was purchased. Mr. Gaylord then returned to Terryviile as president

and superintendent of the Eagle Lock Company but withdrew after a year.

His activities were then directed into an entirely new field. He had taken over an art

store in Bridgeport from a man who was his debtor and Mr. Gaylord now directed all his

efforts and attention to the development of that business and became a most interested and

deep student of art. He spent much time abroad in study of the arts and purchased many

choice pictures and statues. While conducting his art store his inventive genius took another

form, and he invented a machine for cutting picture mats that is now extensively used

throughout the entire country. He was also the inventor of a method of molding amber and

died without divulging the secret of his process to any one. It was he who built the Gaylord

Hotel, now the Royal, of which he was proprietor for some time, and he was also interested

in a raw hide company and in the building of stereotyping and typesetting machines. He also

built the block from 905 to 911 Lafayette street, consisting of three houses. His inventions

and his labors indeed constituted a valuable contribution to the world's work.

In 1850 Mr. Gaylord was married to Miss Mary R. Miner, of Terryviile, and they became the

parents of three children, but one son died in infancy and Jesse D. Gaylord has also passed

away, leaving Mrs. F. S. Stevens, of Bridgeport, the only survivor of the family. The death

of Mr. Gaylord occurred November 2, 1915, when he was eighty-eight years of age. In politics

Mr. Gaylord was always an active republican. He held membership in the Baptist church and

was a most earnest worker in church and Sunday school for many years. He never sought

to figure prominently in any public light. He was a great reader, a close student and a

deep thinker, and his activities were always put forth along constructive lines, while his

inventions wrought results from which the world is now benefiting.

DANIEL E. JOHNSON.

Daniel E. Johnson, chief of the fire department of Bridgeport, was born in Ijowell,

Massachusetts, December 22, 1860, a son of Daniel and Ellen (Danahy) Johnson. The father,

a native of Kerry, Ireland, became a resident of Lowell, Massachusetts, in young manhood

and there learned the macliinist's trade. In 1849 he joined the gold rush to California but

afterward returned to Lowell, where he was married. Subsequently he became a resident of

Tewksbury, Massachusetts, where lie engaged in business for seven and a half years, and then

removed to Nashua, New Hami)slure, where ultimately he retired from business, his death

there occurring in 1809. His wife, who was born in Kerry. Ireland, was but four years of

age when she became a resident of Lowell. Massacliusetts, and she, too, passe<l away in

Nashua.

Dani<'l K. Johnson attendoil the public schools of Tewksbury, Massachusetts, to the age
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of (.'ij;lit yiars. wln'ii the faiiiily ri'iiioM'd tii N'iisluia and he idiitiruicd his studies llicic. He

afterward worked in the cotton mills of tliat city and subsenuently learned the traile of an

iron niolder, which pursuit he followed in Nashua until 18S5, when lie renuived to Bridgeport

and continued as an iron molder until ISS'.). He then joined the tire department as call nuin

and in 1S!»U was appointed tiller nuui of Truck Company No. 1. In April, 189:!, he was

advanced to the position of driver of .Steamer (dinpany No'. 3 and on the 1st of April, 1S95,

lie was appointed captain of the fire department, in charge of hydrant inspection, during;

which period he was stationed at the quarters of Engine Company No. 1. In October. 1!)()8,

lie was promoted to the position of assistant chief of the department, being the tirst man

appointed to the ollice after its creation as permanent. On the 1st of August, r.)15, he was

advanced to the head of the department and since that date has been the chief. Wlien he

became connected with the lire department it numbered twenty-four permanent men anil was

equipped with the old style tire-tighting apparatus. It consisted of Steamer ('ompanies

No3. 1, 2, o and 5 and Truck Company No. 1, making seventy-two men in the entire depart-

ment. The de])artment now has ten engine companies, three hook and ladder companies

and two chemical companies with two more companies in course of organization to be

installed in (September, HUT. The entire department has motor equipment. Mr. .Johnson

has made it his purpose to secure the adoption of motor equipment for the fire department

and today Bridgeport has a fire-fighting system of which it has every reason to be proud.

He has brought the work up to a high standard of etiieiency. He advocates and has drills

for the men with that end in view. Moreover, he closely studies modern methods of fire

fighting as used in cities throughout the entire country and he has a wonderful knowledge

of the best lines of work, which he has gained through study and long practical experience.

He has steadily worked his wa}' upward through merit from the position of call man to

the head of the department and Bridgeport may well be proud of what he has done

for the city in this connection.

On the 2d of October, 1889, in Nashua, New Hampshire, Mr. .lohnson was married to

Miss Nellie McSherry, who was born in Nashua, where she spent ber entire life until

coming to Bridgeport with her husband. She is a daugther of Dennis and Helen McSherry,

natives of Dublin, Ireland. Jlr. and Mrs. .Johnson have become the parents of eight

children: Grace, the wife of Dr. Charles Penny, of Bridgeport; Daniel, traffic manager

for the A. W. Burritt Company of Bridgeport; Marion, Nellie, Veronica and Frances, all at

home; Lester, deceased; and Edmond, who is also at home.

The religious faith of the family is that of the Catholic church. Mr. .Johnson holds

membership with the Elks and the Eagles and he gives his political allegiance to the

democratic party. He is a member of the Bridgeport Fire Department Sick & Belief Associa-

tion and also of the Connecticcut state organization. He belongs to the International

Association of Fire Engineers, the Connecticut State Association of Fire Chiefs and the

Wheeler & Wilson Veteran Firemen's Association. His is a record of splendid public service

and Bridgeport owes to him a debt of gratitude for what he has accomplished in preserving

the city against the raids of the fire fiend.

RICHARD BROWN.

Richard Brown, city sheriff of Briilgei>ort, in whom is found an oflicer at all times loyal,

painstaking and efficient, was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, April 14, 1852. His father.

Dr. .John William Brown, was a veterinary surgeon and wedded .lane Thomas. They were both

natives of Englaml. in which country they were married, and in 1S48 they came to the United

States, where they remained until called to their final rest.

Richard Brown spent his boyhood in Jersey City, New Jersey, to the age of seventeen
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years, wlieii he came to Bridgeport. He afterward learned the inacliinists trade and for

twenty-three years was in the employ of the Bridgeport Gun Implement Company, whieh

manufactured all kinds of implements for loading and reloading shot guns, and its output also

included golf balls. During the last live years of his connection with that business Jlr. Brown

was foreman in tlic golf ball department.

He has long been prominent in political circles and a supporter of the republican party,

and has now filled the ofliec of city sheriff for twelve years, being elected at six successive

elections by popular vote—a fact which stands in incontrovertible evidence of his ability and

lidelity in ollice. His interest in politics dates back to 1864, when as a lad of twelve years

he carried a torch in an Abraham Lincoln parade in the streets of Jersey City. He was

trained to patriotism, for his father was a strong Union man and during the Civil war served

as veterinary surgeon with the First New Jersey Cavalry, while his brother, Jolin W. Brown,

Jr., was a member of the Fifth New Jersey Infantry during the period of hostilities witli

the south.

At twenty-one years of age Richard Brown was married to Miss Lavinia Clyne, a native

of New York city and of German and French descent. They lost a daughter, Jennie Lavinia,

who became a well known teacher of Bridgeport but passed away about five years ago,

deeply mourned by all who knew her. They have a son, Richard Arthur, an electrician of

Bridgeport, where he was born. He married Christina Hallam, and they have five children,

Lavinia, Richard Hallam, Jennie Louise, Adaline and Laura Ellen. Mr. Brown is a charter

member of Bridgeport Lodge, No. 36, B. P. O. E., with which he has served as exalted ruler,

and he also has membership with the Sons of Veterans. He is a most patriotic and public

spirited citizen and his inlluence concerning public allairs is always on the side of progress

and improvement.

\\TLLL\M EDWARD BEDELL.

William E. Bedell, proprietor of the Bedell Shipyard at Stratford, has long been

identified with shipbuilding interests and is a recognized leader in his line of business at

this iioint. He w^as born at Port Jefferson, Long Island, May 15, 1847, a son of Edward and

Susan C. (Ketcham) Bedell. The father was born at Brooklyn, New York, in 1818 and was

descended from an old English family. The mother's birth occurred in Farmingdale, New

York, in 1814.

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof William E. Bedell attended

the public schools of Glenwood, Long Island, for ten years and afterward worked in his

father's shipyard at Glenwood, thus acquainting himself with the business in principle and

detail. He was engaged in that work until thirty years of age, after which he purchased a

farm near Colbrook, Connecticut, and theron engaged in agricultural pursuits for a decade.

On the expiration of tliat period he purchased the Peter White shipyards at Stratford,

Connecticut, and has since carried on the business under the name of the Bedell Shipyard.

He has a well equipped plant and has been accorded a very liberal patronage. It is said that

he has built enough ships to reach from Stratford to New York if they were placed end to

end. In the past thirty years he has built ninety vessels of various kinds pro|)ellcd by

steam, gas and sail. Among the, largest of these is the Comanche, a quarantine boat of

New York city, and the Governor and the Seba, which are large oyster boats, and the

yachts Rose A. and Sarah \ieeland. He al.so built three boats, the Rhoda Crane, the Sea

(Jull and the Guess, which are now used in tlie coastwise trade on the Sound. Captain Bedell

has paid out in wages about two liundred and fifty tliousand dollars at Stratford in the

past thirty years, and his industry has been one of the important enterprises of the town.

Jlr. Bedell has been married three times. In 186'J he wedded Jennie W. Smith, who
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bucamo tlu' niddicr of two cliililren; l^ydia T.; and Franklin, wlio dicil in cliildhodd,

PoUowinj.'- the dcatli of his lirst wile Mr. Hi'didl was married in 1874 to Mary CannilV,

by whom lie liad tlie following cliihlren: .lennie Louisa, now Mrs. Georgo Hoxloy; William

C. of .Stratford; Addie, who died when nine years old; Levinia, now Mrs. Irvin Culver, of

Stratford; 8nsan, who died when about twenty-one years old; George, of Bridgeport; Arthur,

who died in 1".)1(), at the age of twenty-seven years, leaving a son, Herbert Arthur, born

April 4, 1914; and Floyd j\i., associated with his father in business. The wife and mother

passed away and on the :36th of September, 18U9, at- Hempstead, Long Island, Mr. Bedell

married Jlrs. Josephine (Baldwin) Thompson, who still survives. She was born on Seven-

teenth street, New York city, June 30, 1854, a daughter of Edward and Sarah (Arnold)

Baldwin, wlio removed to tlie vicinity of Northporl, Long Lsland, where she was reared.

Mr. Bedell liolds membership in the Methodist ehiueh, which has claimed his interest and

activities outside of his business. He has been a boss builder since nineteen years of age,

and his life has been indeed a busy and useful one in which there have been few idle hours,

and whatever success he has achieved is the direct result of his earnest labors.

C. C. GOODWIN.

C. C. Goo<lwin, owiuM- and manager of the Arco Theatre at Bridgeport, in which con-

nection he is catering to the higher taste by producing the best film ]iroductions, is among
the most enterprising of the young business men of the city. He was born in Milford, Con-

necticut, in ISOf), a son of Clinton W. and Carrie Goodwin, still residents ther<'. After

attending the public and high schools of his native city he continued his education in the

Union Business ('(diege at Bridgepoit. He afterward became principal of the bookkeeping

department in that school and while attending to the duties of that position he became

interested in motion jiictures. For a time he was employed in connection with moving

picture theatres of tlie I'ity in the evenings, working for pay if possible and without com-

pensntiim if necessary. In this way he thoroughly nuistered the business and on the 1st of

April, I'.ll."). he openeil the Arco Tlieatre with his brother as a [lartner but soon afterward

purchased his brother's interest and is now sole proprietor. He has the Bridgeport franchise

for the Paramount, Triangle and Art Drama pictures. His theatre is open twelve hours per

day, from 10::HI in the morning till 1()::>0 at night, and his house is most liberally patronized.

The equipment is most modern and up-to-date, with good ventilation and commodious seat-

ing, and tlie nature of the attractions which he presents insures for him a liberal patronage.

E. H. LIEFELD.

E. H. Liefcld, senior nii>mber of the Model Laundry Company of Bridgeport, was horn

in New Haven, Connecticut, June 35, ISlia, a son of Herman G. and Catherine (F'rash) Liefcld.

The father, a native of Germany, came to the L'nited States in young manhooil and after

residing for a number of years in New Haven removed to Bridgeport in 1.S.S4. He w;is a shiit

cutter by trade.

E. H. Liefcld acquired a public school education and when a youth of sixteen years, or

in 1885, became connected with the laundry business, working for the Pembroke Laundry

under 0. E. Lindsley. He learned the business and became foreman of that establishment.

On the 4th of February, 1902, he embarked in business on his own account as a member of

the firm of K. H. and F. W. Liefeld. under the name of the Model Laundry Company. They

started at 109 ^liddle street but in 1911 erected a building to which they made an addition
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in 1913. Their property is seveiitythiee liy (jiie liuiulred and fifty feet and tliree stories in

height. The laundry i.s supplied with the most modern equipment and employs twenty-four

peoi)le, while three wapons are utilized for delivery and eolleetion. They speeialize in handling

shirt.^. collars and cutTs and do expert work.

Jlr. Liefelil is married and has two sons: Raymond H.. now a student in Yale Tniver.sity;

and Horace K.. a high school pupil. In politics Mr. Liefeld is a republican, hut while he keeps

informed on the questions and issues of the day, he does not seek nor desire office. He is one

of the trustees of the First Baptist church, which finds in him a faithful member. He has

filled all the chairs in the Knights of Pythias lodge and he is well known in Masonic circles, for

he has attained the Knight Templar degree of the York Rite and the thirty-second degree of

the Scottish Kite, while with the nobles of the Jlystic Shrine he has crossed the sands of the

desert.

WILLlAil ROBERTS.

William Roberts, president of the Bridgeport Cornice Works, was born in Wilkes-Barre,

Pennsylvania, March 24, 1868, and after acquiring a public school education learned the slicet

metal traile with R. Kenworthy at Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. Applying himself closely

to this business, he became foreman and eventually superintendent with Schuler Brothers.

The year 1901 witnessed the arrival of Mr. Roberts in Bridgeport and for a short time

he was connected with the G. Drouvf Company. In June, 1904, he organized the Bridgeport

Cornice Works, in which undertaking he was associated with Otto X. Sauer, who sold his

interest in the business to Mr. Roberts in June, 1916. The plant was located at No. 227

John Street, but in 1911 they erected a new building at 800 Broad street, where they have

a building of mill construction forty by sixty feet. It was in that year that the business

was Incorporated. The company manufactures skylights and cornices and does sheet metal

work for factories, and they are agents for the Evans-Almett fire doors and shutters. Their

output is largely sold to the home trade and they employ eight or ten skilled mechanics.

On the 21st of September, 1891, Mr. Roberts was married to Miss Rose H. Dixon, of

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, who died July 14, 1915. Two daughters, Bertha and Anna,

were born to this union. ]\Ir. Roberts is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

and with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. There have been no unusual or spectacular

phases in his life history, but the record of every honorable and successful business man

is of substantial worth to the community in which he lives, and Mr. Roberts has proven

liis right to rank with the respected and loyal business men of the city in which he makes

his home.

JOHN B. WYNKOOl'

Among the public officials of Bridgeport John B. Wynkoop is making a creditable record

as assistant secretary of the Iioard of education and is accounted one of the representative

and esteemed citizens of this place. He was born in Paterson, New Jersey, October 9, 1883,

and is of Holland Dutch descent. Hi' is the pldest son of Richard J. Wynkoop, a photographer

of Bridgeport, now proprietor of the Wynkoop Studio on Fairfield avenue. He was born in

New York city but since 1901 has resided in Bridgeport. His wife, who bore the maiden

name of Elizabetli Murjihy, is a native of Boonton, New Jersey. The paternal grandfather,

John B. Wynkoop, on coming from Holland made bis way westward to Michigan and settled

in the city of Holland, named in honor of the mother country.
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His grandson, John B. Wynkoo]), whoso iiaiiic intiuciiui's this review, ntti'nih'ii tlie piihlic

schools in Patcrson, New .)crs<'y, anci afterwiini clici advanced work in tlie ni^'lit scliiKds of

New York city wliile workinL; in the daytime in a print simp tliere. lie wa> a resident

durin}; tliat jjeriod of I'aterson. Later lie spent one year in New York Lniversity, in the

department of commerce and accounts, and his natural ability in that direction, sup-

plemented by thorough training, made him an expert accountant. He had removed to P.ridge-

port with his parents in litOl and while stinlying in New York liiiversity made the trip from

this city to New York four nights each week in order to master the course to which he

was then giving his attention. The days were devoted to his duties in the service of the

New Y'ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad, in which he rei)resented both the passenger

and ojierating departments. He remained altogetlier in the emi)loy of that railroad for ten

years, or from lOOti until l'J16, during which time he received seven promotions, being

advanced from clerk to the position of assistant chief clerk. He resigned the latter position

on the 1st of April, 1916, and then for nine months laid charge of the traffic department of

the Remington .Arms Company. Again he resigned on the 24tli of December, 1916, and

entered upon his duties as clerk of the board of education, which office he held until May
14, 1917, when he was appointed assistant secretary of that board.

On the 30th of June, 1907, Mr. \Yynkoop was married to Miss Anna R. Huston, who was

born in Hamilton, Ohio, and they have one son, Huston Richard, born September 16, 1913.

The parents hold membership in the People's Presbyterian church and for three years Mr.

Wynkoop has been president of the Men's Club of that congregation. He is also a Mason
and he belongs to the Fifth District Republican Club—associations which indicate the nature

of his interests and the rules which govern his conduct. His life has ever been actuated

by high and honorable purposes and principles and has gained for him the umiualitied respect

and regard of those who know him.

GEORGE M. BALDWIN.

George JI. Baldwin, one of Bridgeport's native sons, now filling the position of city

purchasing agent, was born in 18.54 and represents an old family here. His father, Samuel

\Mieeler Baldwin, was born in Bridgeport in 1823. An ancestor in the Wheeler line received

a grant of land from the English government, making her the possessor of much of the

present site of Bridgeport. Nathan Baldwin, grandfather of George M. Baldwin, arrived in

Bridgeport at an early period in its development and became associated with Josiah Baldwin

in the book binding business. Samuel Wheeler Baldwin early took up the trade of book

binding and for a time resided elsewhere owing to business connections, but eventually

returned to Bridgeport, after which he established a book store on Wall street and also

conducted a book bindery in the rear of the establishment of the Davis & Hawley .Jewelry

Company. He was a warm personal friend of Mr. Blakeman. of the firm of Ivanson, Phinney

& Blakeman, hymn book publishers, who proposed to Mr. Baldwin that they go to St. Louis

and there engage in business. He consented and all arrangements were made, but while upon

the dock ready for departure Mr. Baldwin was waited upon by a delegation, who attempted

to induce him to remain. At length he consented and embarked in business with Thomas

Hawley under the firm style of T. Hawley & Company, but for some time prior to his death,

which occurred December 25. 1914, he was sole proprietor of the business. Bridgeport num-

bered him among her most public-spirited and valued citizens and many tangible evidences

of his loyalty to the general good may be cited. He served as fire commissioner for twenty-

five years and it was he who built up the electric system and introduced steam engines in

connection with the fire department. He was also a member of the sinking fund board

for a number of years. He wedded Mary Waterman Bussey, who was also a representative
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of one of the old fumilies of Bridgeport. She passed away in 1855, leaving two children,

the elder being Mary W., who is now the wife of Frederick Trubee, by whom she has two

children.

(;eorge M. Ualdwin attended the public schools of Bridgeport to the age of fourteen anil

later became a pupil in a boarding school. When seventeen years of age he began clerking

in the store of T. Hawley & Company and there remained until July, 1914, during which

period he worked his way .steadily upwaid by merit and ability until he had reached a

foremost position in connection with the establishment. Following his father's death, how-

ever, he closed out the business. In July, 1914, he was appointed city purchasing agent and

has since occupied that position, being well qualified for the responsible duties that devolve

upon him in this connection. He was also police commissioner at one time for nine and

a Imlf years and then again was called to the office, serving for a period of two years.

His political allegiance has ever been given to the republican party.

In Bridgeport, in 1878, Mr. Baldwin was united in marriage to Miss Clara Bishop

Nichols, a daughter of Horace Nichols. Fraternally he is a Mason and an Elk and he is

identified with several social organizations. He became a charter member of the Algonquin

Club and is also a member of the Brooklawn Club. As a citizen he has ever been public-

spirited and active, cooperating in all those interests and movements which have been

instituted for the betterment of the community and the upholding of its civic standards.

He represents one of the old and honored families of the city and he has reason to be proud

of the fair name of the family.

HENRY HERBERT SMITH.

Henry Herliert Smith, who during his life was a well known citizen of Jlilford and

Bridgeport, Connecticut, left the impress of his individuality in various ways upon the life

of his community. At the time of the Civil war he gave indisputable proof of his patriotism

and his loyalty by active, service at the front. He was a native of the town of Milford,

New Haven county, born in 1S42, and was a son of Northrop and Adeline (Carrington)

Smith, both of whom spent their entire lives in Milford. His education was acquired in the

schools of his native town and he was still in his teens when the call came for volunteers

to put down the rebellion in the south. He answered the call when he enlisted as a member

of Compiiiiy T. Twenty-seventh Regiment of Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, enrolling for

nine months' service. He did his part faithfully and well, was promoted to corporal of his

company and alter the expiration of his term's enlistment he returned home and secured

em|iloynien( in tlie car shops at Bridgeport, where he resided for a time. Later he returned

to his native town of Jlilford, where he continued his employment in the car shops for a.

period of over thirty years, performing his tasks efficiently. His army life, however, had

weakened his constitution. He was not very rugged after that and he died from the effects of

a weak heart in July. 1897, his remains being interred in the cemetery at Milford. He was

widely known in that locality and greatly respected as a good citizen, as a reliable business

man and as a devoted husband and father. He held membership in the Independent Order

of Odd Fellows and in Elias Howe, Jr., Post, G. A. R., of Bridgeport. He was also a member

of the Congregational church, of Jlilford.

In Stratford Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Lavinia E. Wilcoxson, who was

there born, a daughter of Klnathan Wheeler and Mary Jane (Wetmore) Wilcoxson, the

former a son of Isaac and Sarah (Wheeler) Wilcoxson and the latter a daughter of Ephraim

P. Wetmore. I''.lnatlian W. W'iic-oNson was a carp(>nter and also followed farming at Strat-

ford. He was descended from one of tlie oldest and best known families of that place, the
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family having settled there in 16;)'.), and he \va8 recognized as a valued citizen, lie passed

away in Stratford, while his wife died in Houlder, Colorado.

To Mr. and ilrs. Sniitli have heen liorn three children: Lillian H., who married Franl:

L. Coirall and lias tlnee livini; children: Kujjene, who married Lavina Smith and is em]iloyed

by the Kemington Arms Coni|iany of Bridgeport, where they make their home; and Howard

F., wliii married Annie \'erelle and is the well known ta.K collector of Bridgeport. During

her niarrii'il life Mrs. Smith m;idc lier lionie in Bridgeport and in Milford and since the

death of her hnsbiuid has removed to Stratford, having a pleasant home on King street,

where slie now lives. She is a woman of splendid Christian character, holding membership

in the Congregational church. She also belongs to the Daughters of the American.

Revolution, being a descendant of William Wilcoxson. who was numbered among the

soldiers who fought for and won American independence. She is also a member of

Charity Lodge of the Daughters of Rebekah and a member of the Woman's Relief Corps

of Milford. She is much devoted to her home and family and she has many admirable traits

of character which have won for her warm friendships.

(iEORGE R. LATHROP.

George R. Lathrop. for many years a resident of Bridgeport and long connected with the

sewing machine interests of the city, passed away in 1899 at the age of fifty-eight _vears.

He was born in Bangor. Maine, and in early life learned the machinist's trade in Watertown,

Connecticut, to which place he removed in young manhood. He was there associated with

the Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Machine Company and in that connection came to Bridgeport,

continuing in their eniploj- for a number of years. About the time of the Civil war, however,

he went to Springfield, Mass:ichnsetts, where he remained through the period of hostilities,

being connected with the armory in the manufacture of arms and other service for the

government. When the war emled he returned to Bridgeport and became connected with the

Howe Sewing Machine Company, with which he had a contract for the manufacture of parts.

His time was there occuj)ied for an extended period, but afterward he went to New Haven,

where his son-in-law was snpi'rintendcilt of Sargent & Company, and tlu're he continued until

his demise.

In Bridgeport, in 1S.">S, Mr. Lathrop was married to Miss Anna R. Sterling, the wedding

ceremony being performed by the Rev. David Osborne in the home of her parents, William

S. and Polly (.Jelletf) Sterling, who resided in Bridgeport during her early girlhood. Their

home was at Wilton ami they occupied the only house that stood in that section through

the Revolutionary war. Mr. Sterling's father, Thaddeus Sterling, was an officer in the Ameri-

can army during the struggle for independence. William S. Sterling was born in Wilton,

as was also his father. Coming to Bridgeport more than si.xty years ago he engaged in

carriage making on his own account, 0])ening his shop on Williams street, while later he

conducted business on Crescent avenue. He was not only "an enterprising business man but

was also an active worker and one of the officials in the Washington Park church. His early

political allegiance was given to the Whig party and upon its dissolution he joined the ranks

of the newly organized republican party, which he continued to support until his demise, but

never sought office as a reward for party fealty. He died in the year 1890 at the age of

seventy-three, wliile his wife survived until 1906, and had reached the notable old age of

ninety-one years at the time of her demise. In their family were eleven children, nine sons

and two daughters. Four sons died young and five reached maturity. Of these Theodore

died while serving as a Union soldier in the Civil war. Sherman H. died in Porto Rico. Odell

was connected with the Singer Sewing ilachine Company from his boyhood until his death.

Vol. II— : 2
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Andrew J. is liviiij: in Bri(l^H|nirt. Koilman B. makes his lionie in ilidillebury, Connecticut.

The daughters are ilary E., who is the widow of William F. Gilbert, and Mrs. Anna Lathrop.

The last named b)' her marriage became the mother of two cliildren. The son, George S.,

married Lulu Andrus of New York and both have passed away, leaving a son, Earle Sterling

Lathrop, an excellent young man, who is connected with Sargent & Co. The daughter, Emma
A., is the wife of John 11. Shaw, who is now general superintendent of Sargent & Co. at New

Haven.

George R. Lathrop was always a stalwart republican in his political views and was a

public spirited citizen who lent the aid of his influence to all measures and movements which

he deemed of worth to the community. He belonged to Samuel Harris Lodge, I. O. O. F.,

and he was ever a loyal member of the Methodist church. He had a wide acquaintance and

those who knew him spoke of him in terms of warm regard, for his chief characteristics were

those which make for honorable manhood and citizenship.

MAX W. DICK.

Max W. Dick is tlie junior partner in the firm of Saltman Brothers, wholesale dealers

in (tour and groceries at No. 4SS Water street in Bridgeport. Step bj' step he has advanced in

his business career and as he has progressed there has come to him a broader outlook and

wider opportunities. Fortunate in possessing character and ability that inspire confidence

in others, the simple weight of his character and ability has carried him into prominent

commercial relations.

He was born in Russia in 1878 and on coming to the United States in 1887 he sup-

plemented his early education, acquired in the schools of his native land, by study at New

Haven, Connecticut. Soon, however, he was forced to go to work and was first employed

at farm labor. He worked hard and did everything possible to gain a start. At length

his savings enabled him to purchase some cows and he established a milk route, making

some money in that undertaking. By working at night he learned the printer's trade and

in fact developed expert skill along that line. At length he sold out his personal property

on the farm and went to New York city, where he obtained a position with the J. J. Little

Publishing Company and was also employed by the Munsey Publishing Company and others,

being thus engaged until ill health forced him to give up the printing business. He then

looked about him for a favorable opening and decided he would like to learn the cutlery

business, after which he entered the employ of J. Busch, a prominent cutlery house of New

Y'ork city. In that connection he thoroughly acquainted himself with the trade, but ill

health again interfered and he retired from active connection with that business. In 1904

he came to Bridgeport and invested his capital in a retail grocery store. At first his sales

were small but gradually his business increased until he was not only conducting one

establishment hut several in different locations. Eventually he sold out and with the

profits of his labor in Bridgeport lie again embarked in business in New York city, becoming

associated with his brother-in-law under the name of the Brody & Dick Cloak Company.

After three years, however, he again came to Bridgeport and in 1913 purchased an interest

in the wholesale grocery house of Saltman Brothers, with which he is still identified, con-

tributing to the growing success of what is now one of the most important commercial

enterprises of the city. He is a man of excellent executive ability, notably prompt, energetic

and reliable, and his administrative powers are constituting an important element in the

growth of the trade.

Mr. Dick was married in New York city to Miss Freda Povlin, who was born in the

metropolis, and they have four children: William, Samuel, Lillian and Gertrude, aged

respectively twelve, eight, four and two years. Mr. Dick holds to the religious faith of his
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fatliors and is connected witli the Jewish syna^'otruc. Fraternally he is identified with the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Karly in his business career he held the position of

office boy and firadually worked his way upward to that of manager, while eventually he

became a partner in one of the leading coninurcial concerns of Bridgeport. He inherited

no money and in his youth worked at a salary of si.\ dollars per week. Difficulties and

obstacles in his path have served as a gtimulus to renewed effort and, utilizing his advantages

in the best possible manner, he has gradually worked upward until he has long since left

the ranks of the many and stands among the successful few.

DANIEL LARSEN.

The rapid growth and development of Bridgeport has given notable imjietus to building

operations in the city within the past few years, and among those who have enjoyed the

advantages of business activity in that field is Daniel Liirsen, now well known as a con-

tractor and builder. He was born in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1888, a son of Emil and Marie

Larsen, the former now living, while the latter has passed away.

Daniel Larsen was but five years of age when the parents left the old world and came
with their family to the United States, settling first at Peekskill, New York, whence a

removal was made to Bridgeport in 1896. Daniel Larsen acquired a public school education,

spending two years in Peekskill, New York, after which he spent the remainder of his school

period in Bridgeport. Following his graduation from llie grammar school he was employed

for two years, but realizing the value of educational training, lie then entered the Bridge-

port high school, where he continued his .studies for three years. Still later he was graduated

from the Pratt Institute at Brooklyn, New Y'ork, where he received training for architectural

work. He now spends a large part of his time in drawing plans and specifications for other

contractors and firms as well as for himself. He made all of the plans for the buildings

which he has erected, numbering more than thirty homes at Lordship Manor. One of his

most important contracts was the erection of the large John Moore home at Stratfield, Con-

necticut, for which he made the plans and specifications, and he also erected the bathing

pavilion and the dance hall at Lordship Manor, conclusive evidence of the skill which he

displays in solving important problems relative to building operations.

Mr. Larsen belongs to the Swedish Congregational church and also to the Y'oung Men's

Christian Association. He is identified with several beneficial lodges and is ever ready to

extend a helping hand where aid is needed. In his business career he has been dependent

entirely upon his own resources and has earned the proud American title of a self-made

man, for he inherited no money nor received financial assistance at the outset but has gradu-

ally worked his way upward through perseverance and capability.

JAMES H. LOCKWOOD.

James H. Lockwood. who has recently disposed of his holdings and resigned as president

of the Gale Electric Company of Bridgeport, was bom near Easton in Fairfield county,

Connecticut, March 31, 188.3, and is a son of William Henry and Addie (Page) Lockwood.

The father, also a native of Fairfield county, was a son of William Fletcher Lockwood of

Weston, Connecticut, and a representative of one of the very early families of Fairfield

county. William Henry Lockwood removed with his family to V'ermont in 1893, settling

at St, Johnsbury. where his remaining days were passed and where his widow still makes

her home.
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James H. Lockwoinl ;u'c)uiioil a piihlie. school education and throughout hia entire life

has been connected with the electrical business, having started in this line when a boy.

In 1906 he went to Now Haven and entered the employ of the W. W. Uale Company, in

which connection lie advanced steadily, being promoted from time to time after mastering

the jihases of the business entrusted to his care. Eventually he became superintendent of

the business. The \V. \V. dale Company had been successors to Beers & Bonnell, and con-

ducted the Hridi;eport establishment as a branch of their New Haven interests prior to

1908. In that year, however, the Bridgeport business was incorporated and became a

separate concern. The first officers of the business following its establishment were:

Clifton B. Thorp, manager; and Stella L. Thorp, secretary. When it was taken over by

W. \V. dale & Company the officers were: \V. W. Gale, president; and Huntington Lee,

treasurer. Cn the 21st of June, 1910, H. R. Philbrick purchased stock and became treasurer

of the conijjany. On the 17th of .lanuary, 1914, Mr. Lockwood purchased all of the stock

of W. W. (iale & Company and became superintendent and secretary. On the 20th of April,

1916, Jlr. Philbrick sold out to Phillip Clegg, who became treasurer. J. H. McCleary bought

into the companj' and became secretary when Mr. Lockwood was chosen president. They did

electrical contracting and repairing, handled electrical supplies and did the electrical work

in connection with the Bridgeport Projectile Company recently erected; also for the Auto-

matic Machine Company, the American Graphophone Company, the Connecticut Alloyed Metals

Company and various other important concerns. They employed about twenty-five electri-

cians in addition to eight or ten in the office and store.

On the 10th of May, 1905, Mr. Lockwood was united in marriage to Miss Annie Stone

of West Burke, Vermont, and they have one child, Doris S., born July 8, 1912. Fraternally

Mr. Lockwood is connected with the Jlasons and in his life exemplifies the beneficent spirit

of the craft. He is well known as one who is competent to speak with authority upon every

phase of business in his line, for thorough training and long experience have given him

expert knowledge.

FLOYD TUCKER.

Floyd Tucker, who is now editor in chief and one of the publishers and owners of the

Bridgeport Farmer, an enterprising and popular daily paper, has been connected in one

capacity or :inother with tliat journal for forty-six years. He was born in Redding Ridge,

Connecticut, June 11, 1844, a son of Floyd and Anna (Jelliff) Tucker.

The father, who was born in Bedford, New York, engaged in the manufacture of shoes

in young numhood, but in the early '40s removed to Redding Ridge, Connecticut, where he

turned his attention to farming. Later he followed agricultural pursuits in the vicinity of

Easton, Coiuiecticut, and there he passed away. He held a number of local offices, being a

representative in the town of Redding, justice of the peace of Easton and for many years a

selectman of Easton. His wife, who was born at Wilton, Connecticut, taught school at Cross

River, New York, for some time. She is alsu( deceased.

Floyd Tucker received his general education in the public schools of Fairfield county,

Connectic\it, in Sanford Academy at Redding Ridge and in the Easton Academy. Later

for two years he studied law in the office of an attorney in New Y'ork city and then was

for a similar period coiuu'ctcd with a hardware concern in that city. In 1871 he went to work

on the Bridgeport Farmer and has since been connected with that daily, having been at

dill'erent times reporter, editor and business manager, thus gaining a thorough working

knowledge of all its departments. He is now one of the owners and jniblishers of the

pai)er and is also editor in chief. He is recognized by his professional colleagues as one of

the most able newspaper men of this section of the state and the Bridgeport Farmer is an
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influential factor in the molding of public opinion as well as an iiptodatc ami reliable

disseminator of news. In politics it is strongly democratic.

Jlr. Tucker was married on the ITtli ol .January, IST"), to Miss Helen F. Stiles, a native

of Glastonbury, Connecticut, and they iiave two children, twins, Henry B. and Artliur J.,

natives of Bridgeport, who are now students at tlie Rensselaer Polytechnic institute at

Troy, New York.

Mr. Tucker is a standi democrat, believing tliat the interests of the country can be best
served through following the policies of that party, and both as an editor and personally he
has done all in his power to advance democratic interests. At one time he served as park
commissioner of Bridgeport and since early manhood has manifested an active interest in

public alfairs. whether local, state or national. Fraternally he is connected with Corinthian

Lodge. Xo. 104, A. F. & A. M.; Jerusalem Chapter, No. 13, R. A. M.; and Hamilton Com-
mandery. No. 5, K. T. He is a great reader and has a large and well chosen library which
is one of his chief sources of enjoyment. His residence is at No. 105 Brooklawn place.

Because of his forty-si.Y years' connection with newspaper work in Bridgeport he is probably
one of the best informed men in the city on the history of the local press and he is the
author of the chapter on that subject in the historical volume of tliis work.

SANFORD STODDARD.

Sanford Stoddard, a practitioner at tlie bar of Fairtield county for fifteen years, is now
a partner in the firm of Marsh, Stoddard & Day. He was born in Bridgeport in 18T7 and
liberal educational opportunities were accorded him. He was graduated from Yale University

in 1899 and then in (ireparation for a professional career entered the Harvard Law School,

of which he is an alumnus of 1903. In that year he was admitted to practice in Fairfield

county and followed his profession for some time as a member of tlie firm of Stoddard &
Bishop. Changes have since occurred, however, in his partnership relations and he is now a

member of the firm of Marsh, Stoddard & Day, recognized as prominent attorneys of the city.

His social interests are in a measure indicated in his connection with the Brooklawn and
L'niversitv Clubs.

ABRAHAM LEVY\

Abraham Levy, city sheriff of Bridgejiort. was born in Pliiladelphia, Pennsylvania, .\uL'ust

31. 1861, and represents an old family of German origin. His father, Gottschalk Levy, was
born at Frankfort-on-the-Main, Germany, and in 1848 came to the United States. He had
previously been married in the fatherland and his eldest son, Nathan Levy, was born in

Germany before the emigration to the new world. In this country that son was reared and
at the time of the Civil war he espoused the cause of the I'nion and went to the front

with the northern army. In the family were nine children, five of whom are liviiiL', a.i.i

with the exception of Abraham all are residents of Philadel]ihia.

Aliraham Levy was reared and educated in his native city and in his youthful days
he took up the study of bookkeeping, which he thoroughly mastered. In 1884 lie came to

Bridgeport and for three years was employed by the Warner Brothers Company as book-
keeper and assistant foreman. Later he became an expert baseball maker and gave his

attention to that business for many years, assisting in the establishment of many factories

lor the manufacture of baseballs both in Bridgeport and elsewhere. He possessed great skill

in that line of work and his services were therefore in demand by tlie manufacturers througli-
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out the country. Later he turned his attention to the real estate business, in which he still

engages to some extent, but at tlie present time his attention is mostly given to his oHicial

duties.

Mr. Levy is a republican in politics and has always taken an active interest in polities,

standing loyally by the princijjles in which he believes. For many years he was the repub-

lican leader in this district and in 1U12 he was made inspector of the water sprinkling depart-

ment of the city, while in November, 1915, he was elected to the office of city sheriff by

popular vote. He is now a member of the Sixth District Republican Club and was once

its president.

In 1882 Mr. Levy was married to Miss Louisa Kraus and they became the parents of two

daughters, Louisa and Ida. The latter became the wife of William Meyer, who is now

deceased, and by her marriage she had one child, Edna. Mr. Levy is leading a busy and

useful life. In business circles he worked his way steadily upward and through his

connection with public affairs he has contributed much to the substantial development and

progress of his community.

ROBERT GOULDING WHITNEY.

Real estate and building operations in and around Bridge[)ort find a prominent repre-

Hentative in Robert G. Whitney, member of tlie Langlands-Whitney Company, Whitney &

Owens, Inc., real estate developers, and his personiil real estate and insurance business,

conducted in his own name, with offices for all three businesses at No. 142 Golden Hill

street. Mr. Whitney is a son of Thomas B. Whitney, of Derby, and connected with the

John \Miitney family, which for j'ears has been identified with Bridgeport's affairs.

Mr. Whitney has spent but eleven years in Bridgeport, during which time he has become

well known through important business connections. For nine years before entering his

present lines he was private secretary to the president of Crane Company, Bridgeport

branch. At length, however, he entered on the above business wherein he has achieved

marked success.

Among the developments with which Mr. Whitney has been connected are Stratfiehl

Hill, comprising several acres of beautiful homes and streets adjoining his elaborate residence

on .Jackman avenue, Fairfield; the Oilman Manor tracts, Nos. 1 and 3, adjoining the old

Oilman Manor house, which has been recently converted into a beautiful hotel; the Bayvicw

development on Fairfield avenue, and one or two minor developments in Fairfield, all of

which developments are a huge credit to the young man's efforts to develop something

above the average in communities where the lot prices were well witliin tlu- reach of the

repectable man of moderate means.

Mr. Whitney was united in marriage to Miss Mattie M. Wehrle, formerly of Ansonia,

Connecticut, and has three daughters: Charlotte, who is attending high school, and Alice

and Helen, who are in the grades.

CAPTAIN GEORGE A. CI.EVELAND.

George A. Cleveland, captain and master of the steamer Stratford and a resident of the

town of Stratford, was born in Ilorwinton, Connecticut, January 30, 1852, and acquired his

education in the iiublic schools of that place and of Goshen, where he spent his early days.

He was also a student for a time at Northfield. In 1865 he removed to Stratford and has

since been connected with marine interests. He went at once upon the water, liecoming
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cook on the K. P. Burton uiiJ afterward serving in a similar capacity on tlie Falcon. He
afterward made a trip on a schooner to the West Indies and subsequently became sail master

on the scliooncr Union and master of the schooner Josephine, in which boat he purchased an
interest. He was also master of the schooners W. McCobb and Brown. Putting aside marine
interests for a year, he spent that period as watchman in the employ of H. J. I>owis of

Stratford, at the end of which time he received his license certificate and returned to the
sisa as master of the Fled lirnMii. II,. has since served as master of the Annie and of tlie

Eta May and in 1896 lie went to the steamer Stratford, of which he has now been master
for twenty-one years, operating in connection with the oyster business. He has completely
rebuilt tlie boat since becoming master. The old length was seventy-seven feet, with a
beam of eighteen feet. The lioat is toilay one hundred and seven feet in length, with a beam
of twenty-three feet, and draws nine feet of water. He has had many interesting experi-
ences during the years of his active life. On one occasion he carried five hundred kegs or
twelve thousand five hundred pounds of powder from New York to the Union Metallic
Cartridge Company, of Bridgeport. This ponder was put in the stateroom for safety. It
was a cold day and there was a stove in Ulc stateroom. In this a big tire was started and
the stove upset among the kegs of powder. It wa> only the captain's quick wit that saved
his schooner, the Anson B, and all lives, for many kegs were burned almost through the
staves but none exploded.

On the 1,5th of .January, 1878, in Springfield. Massachusetts, Mr. Cleveland was united
in marriage to Miss Lillie -I. Smith, her father being David Smith, an old settler. They
have two daughters, namely: Bertha, who on the 14tli of November, 1901, gave her hand in

marriage to Arthur Parrott, by whom she has one child. Dorothy: and Carrie, who is now
the wife of Harry I. Yates, Both daughters reside in Stratford. Captain Cleveland is a
member of the Masonic fraternity and in his life exemplifies the beneficent spirit of the craft.
His tales and reminiscences make him a most interesting and entertaining companion, and
there is m. phase of navigation in this section of tlie <ountry with which he is not familiar.

THEODORE E. STEIBER.

Theodore E. Steiber, an attorney and clerk of the city court, was born in Bridgeport,
November 20, 1885, his parents being Isaac and Pearl (Beck) Steiber. The father, wlio
devoted his life to merchandising, was born in Austria and came to the United States when
twenty years of age. at which time lie established his home in Bridgeport. He married
Pearl Beck before coming to the now world, both being then about eighteen years of age. His
death occurred in Bridgeport in 1907. when he was fifty-seven years of age, but his widow
still resides in this city. In the family are two sons and three daughters who are yet livin^J,

namely: Mrs. Sadie Meyer, of Montclair, New Jersey; Benjamin B., who is engaged in

merchandising in Bridgeport; Theodore E.; Mrs. Annie Speigel, of Brooklyn, New York;
and Mrs. Mildred Meyer, also of Brooklyn, her husband being a brother of her sister Sadie's
husband.

Theodore E. Steiber was largely educated under the private tutorship of Dr. Fred C.

Stanley, who instructed him for four years. He then entered the Yale Law School in 1905
and completed his course in that institution by graduation with the class of 1908. Since
then he has practiced law in Bridgeport and in the trial of his cases it is seen that his

knowledge of the principles of jurisprudence is comprehensive and exact.

On the 21st of June, 1910, Mr. Steiber was married to Miss Mariadina Cohen, of New
York city, a daughter of Maurice S. Cohen, who is president of the Bronx Bar Association
of New York city and is a well known lawyer of the metropolis. In 1916 he was the
democratic candidate for the oflSce of state treasurer of New York. Both Mrs. Steiber and
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her niotlier are yraduatee of a New York college. The latter liore tlie maiileii name of

Rosalie Jleyer and was a daughter of the late Sidney B. Meyer, who was widely kiunvn in

New York city, where he eondueted business while making his liome on Long Island. He

was one of the founders of tlie Montetiore Home and was on the first board of trustees of

Mount Sinai Hospital of New York city.

Mr. Steiber is well known as an active worker in re|)ubliean eireles and for two years

he served as clerk of the city board of appraisers in Bridgeport. In iai5 he was appointed

clerk of the city court, which position he is now filling under Judge Frederic A. Bartlett.

He also served for one year as land indexer for the city of Bridgeport. He belongs to the

Bridge[>ort Club, is a member of the Park Avenue Jewish Temple and is a member of the

Independent Order of B'nai B'rith, of which he was the president for two years, while he

was the secretary of the general committee which managed the celebration of its fiftieth

anniversary on the lltli, 12th and 13th of February, 1917. He is very prominent among

the Jewish people of Bridgeport and yet his circle of friends is by no means limited to those

of his own faith as he enjoys the companionship and highest regard of many friends.

ALEXANDER MACPHEE.

Alexander Macphee, superintendent of hull construction of the Lake 'Porpedo Boat

Company of Bridgeport, has been connected witli tlie building of undersea craft for nearly

twenty years and is now recognized as one of the world authorities upon the construction of

submersibles. He was born near Glasgow, Scotland, on the 10th of September, 185.3, a son

of Charles and Slargaret Anderson (Kerr) Macphee, who passed their entire lives in that

country. The father was a mining engineer by profession.

Alexander Macphee was reared in' a suburb of Glasgow and received only a coinmon

school education, the prominence which he has since gained in a highly technical Held being

due to liis natural mechanical ability, his long experience in such work and his caref\il

study of the diflieult problems with which he has been confronted. When little more than

a child he entered the office of R. Napier & Sons, shipbuilders on the Clyde, and spent several

years in the oflice of that concern, but as soon as he was old enough was transferred to

the hull construction department of that company. He remained in that connection for ten

years, during which time he learned the business of hull construction thoroughly according

.to the methods used by that concern, but, wishing to broaden his knowledge, he subsequently

associated himself with several of the largest shipbuilding companies in both Scotland and

England. He worked during all this time in hull construction departments anil became

familiar witli the various methods employed by the dilferent builders. In 1881) he came to

the United States and secured a [losition in the hull construction department of the Columbia

Iron Works at Baltinuire, Maryland. Later he was employed in the order stated by the

Maryland Steid Company, in the shijibuilding department, and the Crescent Shipbuilding

Company at Elizal>eth, New Jersey. While with the last named concern he constructed the

hulls of the Holland type subnuirines, the first successful undersea boats ever built. In I^HII

the .lohnson Iron Works of New Orleans, Louisiana, were building some boats for the

Southern Paeilic llailroad Company to lie used on the Mississippi river and Mr. JIac iiliee was

employed by them to superintend the construction of the hulls of those boats, wliirh were

the lirst vessels with iron hulls bnilt in New Orleans.

After the comjili'tion of that work he left New Orleans and returned east and in 1901

became associated with Simon Lake, the inventor of the even keel type of submarine, as

superintendent of the hull and maihiiu' department of the Lake Torpedo Boat Company at

BridL'eport, the only shipbuilding concern in the United States devoted exclusively to building

submarines. Mr. Macphee constructed the first submarine built at Bridgeport and after this
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boat liiul proved a success it was sold to tlie Russian government for use in tlie Russian

navy. It was sent to Russia on tlie ileik of a sliip and thcnee to \'la(livostok liy way of tlie

Siberian Railroad, being intended for us<' in tlie Russo-Jaiianese war. It arrived too late

for service in that eonlliet but was attached to the Russian navy and is still in commission.

It was the lirst submarine bought by the Russian government. After constructing this boat

Mr. Macphee became superintendent of hull construction for the t-'harles L. Seabury (.'ompany,

a gas engine and power company located on the Harlem river, in New York city, and

remained there from 11)03 to December .'SI, 1908. The following January he returned to

liridgeport as superintendent of hull construction of the Lake Torpedo Boat Company and is

still serving in that ca]iacity. During the year lUOl) and until October, 1910, he was the

company's representative at Xewport News, wliere they were building two submarine boats.

Since October, 1910, he has remained at Bridgeport and recently he has constructed the hulls

for eight submarines which the company is building for the United State navy. His record

of accomplishment in the new and difficult field of submarine construction in itself indicates

the high position which he holds among the naval architects of the country.

Mr. Macphee was married at Baj'onne, New Jersej', on the 15th of .lune, 1S97, to Miss

Catherine Gartley, a native of Elizabeth, New Jersey. To this union have been born two

daughters, both natives of Klizabeth, namely: Bess Manville, who is secretary of the Booth

& Bayliss Commercial College of Bridgeport; and Margaret Kerr.

Mr. Macphee believes in the wisdom of the policies of the republican party, but where

no great national issue is at stake votes independently. He holds membership in the Methodist

Episcopal church, as does his wife, and she is very active in the Ladies' Aid and the Home

Missionary Society and in various charitable organizations. He belongs to Covendale Lodge,

No. 437, A. F. &. A. M.. at Govan, Scotland, and to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at

Elizabeth, New Jersey. Along strictly professional lines he is a member of the American

Association of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers. His lile work has been the con-

struction of iron hulls for ships and he has thoroughly ma.stered the science of engineering

as it pertains to shipbuilding and especially to the construction of submarines. When the

building of undersea craft was still in its experimental stage and many doubted that they

could ever be made practicable, he saw clearly the wonderful possibilities in such boats, and

as the years have passed his work has been an important element in the perfecting of this

type of vessel. It is now generally conceded that he is the most expert hull constructor

for submarines in America.

GEORGE KANE.

Among the practitioners at the Bridgeport bar is George Kane, who was born in this city

April 27, 1868, and is the younger of the two living sons of Patrick and Catherine (.Smith)

Kane. His elder brother is Judge Patrick Kane, who is mentioned elsewhere in this

volume.

George Kane lias always lived in Bridgeport and at the usual age he became a public

school pupil, passing through consecutive grades to his graduation from the high school with

the class of 1887. He was afterward variously employed as a wage earner until 1895 and

during that period he clerked for several years in the first exclusive rubber store in Bridge-

port. In 1895 he entered the Vale Law School, from which he was graduated in 1897 witli

the LL. B. degree, and since June of that year he has practiced continuously in Bridgeport.

He has won for himself favorable criticism for the careful and systematic methods which he

has followed. He throws himself easily and naturally into the argument and he manifests

a self-possession and a deliberation which indicate no straining after efi'ect. There is a

clearness in his stateiiient and an acuteness and strength in liis argument which bespeak a
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mind traineil in th« severest school of investigation and to wliich the closest reasoning is

habitual and easy. In his law practice he has been identified with some very important

litifration. He was one of the attorneys in the case of the state vs. Napoleon Bisonette, in

which he appeared for the defense. His client had been accused of murder and he so con-

ducted his case and presented his evidence that the man received a sentence of but three

years. Another important case which he won was a civil action entitled Cerati vs. Dr.

Cenicola, in which Mr. Kane again appeared for the defense, the jury being unable to agree

upon a verdict, after which the case was dropped.

On the lyth of November, 1901, Mr. Kane was married to Miss Margaret Hamilton, a

daughter of Thomas K. Hamilton, now deceased, who for twenty years served as city sherill' of

Bridgeport and later was deputy slierift' of F'airlield county. Mr. ana Mrs. Kane have two

livino- children, Grace and Catherine, aged respectively fourteen and eight years.

In politics Mr. Kane has always been a stalwart democrat and takes an active interest

in local polities in liis home district, the seventh, in which he was formerly democratic

chairman. He served as justice of the peace for ten years but has never held any other

office nor desired preferment of that kind. He belongs to the St. Augustine Roman Catholic

church and to the Knights of Columbus and is a member of Park City Council of that order.

EDWARD MOONEY.

Edward Mooney has figured prominently in the business circles and public interests of

Bridgeport, and from April, 1904, until July, 1915, was the efficient chief of the fire depart-

ment. He was born in Dublin, Ireland, in December, 1850, and was a youth of fourteeu

years when in 1S64 lie came to the United States, residing in New York for three years

thereafter. He then came to Bridgeport in 1867 and learned the trade of carriage black-

smith in the carriage works of Wood Brothers, where he renuiined until 1874. He then went

to the Wheeler & Wilson factory and was connected with the blacksmithing department for

fourteen years. On the expiration of that period he took charge of the shop of the

New Haven Tool Company at New Haven, Connecticut, there remaining for twenty-six

months, after which he was with the firm of Cole & McKenzie of Bridgeport in the black-

smithing dei)artment. His ne.xt position was at the Pacific Iron Works and later he went to

Eaton. Cole & Burnham, having charge of their blacksmith shop for ten years. In September,

1916, he completed a garage eighty-four by fifty-five feet for the storage of cars, but it is

his intention to increase its capacity immediately and add a repair department. This

garage is located at 175 William street and is personally conducted by Mr. Mooney.

His activities in connection with the fire department have made Mr. Mooney perhaps

even more widely known. He joined Excelsior Company No. 5, of the volunteer fire depart-

ment in ISliV. In IsTi; tliis was made a call department and Mr. Mooney was chosen captain

of No. 5 in 187H and so served until 1886. He was appointed fire chief in April, 1904, and

continued in that jiosition of responsibility until July. 1915. During that period the depart-

ment was changed from horse to motor power and stations No. 8, 9 and 10 were

built, together with chemical stations No. 1 and 2. At the time he assumed command of

the department there were seven engine houses, while today there are ten and two chemical

stations. He studied closely everything bearing upon the improvement of the department

and did all in his power to promote its efficiency, giving splendid service to the city during the

eleven years of his administration.

In Bridgeport in 1874, Mr. Mooney was married to Miss Delia Fagan, a native of this

city and a daughter of John Fagan, an early resident of Bridgeport who lived upon the

ground now occupied bv' the Mooney home. Mr. Fagan was employed by Wood Brothers,

having care of the plant. He purcl\ased his residence property in 1842 and there remained
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until liis death. I'liou that place Mj's. Mooiu-y has spent her entire life. Mr. and Mrs.

Mooney became the parents of three children: iielle and Margaret, who are teachers in the

public schools; and a son, Ambrose, who has passed away. The religious I'aitli of the

family is that of the Catliolic church and Mr. Mooney belongs also to the Knights of

Columbus. In politics lie lias always been a stalwart democrat and from ISb'J until 18U3

was alderman at large. He has given much time and thought to public service and his

labors have been of far-reaching and beneficial ell'ect.

JAY H. McCLEARY.

Jay H. ilcCIeary, secretary and treasurer of the Gale Electric Company of Bridgeport,

was born in Berlin, Connecticut, March 4, 1885, a son of Henry and Dora (Tryon) McCleary,

the first named a native of Roden, Canada, and the latter of Middletown, Connecticut. The

father was a square maker by trade, and for forty-five years was connected with the Peck,

Stowe & Wilcox Company. The family removed to Soutliington, Connecticut, and tliere

J. H. McCleary acquired a public school education, after wliich he attended the Wesleyan

Academy. Later lie became a mechanical draftsman, thoroughly qualifying for work of that

character. He was for some time connected with the Corbin Screw Corporation of New
Britain, Connecticut, and later was with the Trumbull Electric Company in charge of their

drafting room at Plainville, Connecticut. Subsequently he became draftsman for the Farrel

Foundry & JIaehine Company at Waterbury, Connecticut, and was also designer of special

machinery there. He afterward went upon the road as traveling salesman for Edward

Miller & Company of Meriden, Connecticut, whom he thus represented for five years, and

in 191G he came to Bridgeport and purchased an interest in the Gale Electric Company, of

which he became secretary. Hi tliis connection he has charge of the oftice and of the business

end of their interests, and is thus active in formulating the plans and directing the interests

of the compan}', bending his energies to administrative direction and executive control.

In 1905 Mr. McCleary was united in marriage to Miss Ruth Woodruff' Piersoii. of South-

ington, Connecticut, and they have two daughters, Nathalie and Barbara. Mr. McCleary

holds membership in Friendship Lodge, No. 33, A. F. & A. M., and also in Triune Chapter,

No. 40, R. A. M. He attends the Methodist church and gives his political support to the

republican party, being a stalwart advocate of its principles. He stands for all that is

progressive in citizenship as well as in business life, and his influence is ever on the side

of advancement and improvement.

ARTHUR T. GRANGER.

One of the largest electrical business interests of Bridgeport is that conducted under

the name of the Gale Electric Companv', of which Arthur T. Granger is president. Although

he has been identified with this organization only since the 1st of January, 1917, he has

already won enviable recognition in business circles of the city. However, he had about eleven

years' experience in the business previous to becoming connected with the Gale Electric

Company. Connecticut claims him as a native son. He was born in Winsted on the 15th of

January, 1885, his parents being Lafayette and Hannah C. Granger. The father was

engaged in the wholesale and retail farm implement business at Winsted.

Arthur T. Granger acquired a public school education in his native city, and when

sixteen years of age went to Vermillion, Kansas, where he was associated with a brother

in the general merchandise business. In 1903 he returned to his native city and entered the
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employ of tlir IC. A. I'rrkiiis i;ii'L'tiieal ('i)iii|iiUiy with wliiili ln' cuiitimu'd for a year. Hi-

was afterward witli tlii' Now Kngland Kngiiieering Company for several years :uid in

February. I'JH, In- cnter^i tin- employ of D. \V. Flint of New Haven, Connecticut, in tlie

sale of Ford cars. On the 1st of .January, I'Jl", he removed to Bridgeport and purchased an

interest in the (iale Klectric Company, so that he is now actively connected witli the

business, contributing to its growth and success.

On the Kith of April, 1907, Mr. Granger was united in marriage to Miss Lena May

McClarv. lie is well known in connection with Masonic interests, belonging to the lodge

and council and also to tlie Masonic Club of New Haven. He is likewise connected with

the Indc[iendcnt Order of Odd Fellows as a member of the lodge and encampment. Politically

he maintains an independent course, suj)porting men and measures rather than party. He

has sought business advancement along the lines of legitimate activity, basing his success upon

imlustrv and unfaltering determination.

EDSON W. HALL.

Edson W. Hall, a coal dealer of Stratford who has developed a business that is a leader

in its line, has his office at No. 555 Broad street and his residence, which he erected in 1915,

is at No. l."i^(> Simth Main street. He was born in Easton, Connecticut, in 1854, a son of

Philo aixl Delia (Blakeman) Hall, both now deceased. They came of old American families

who were early residents of Easton. They had six children, of whom Henry, Emeline A.,

Austin A. and August A. are now deceased. The second of the family, Frances E., is

living in Easton at the age of eighty-one years. The only other survivor is Edson \V., who

has spent each Sunday with his sister for the past fourteen years.

After attending the Easton public schools and the Easton Academy, Edson W. Hall

etarted out to provide for his own supi)ort and nuide a contract with the government for

carying the mail between Easton and Bridgeport for four years. On the expiration of that

period he began to learn the butcher's trade in Bridgeport, where he spent a year, after

which he engaged in farming for a time. Returning to Bridgeport, he was for a while

in a grocery store and later spent seventeen years in the employ of the Adams Express

Company. For almost three decades he has lived in Stratford, having taken up his abode

here in 1S89, at which time he purchased the coal business of Robert Wheeler and has since

been actively connected with the trade. He is recognized as a thoroughly reliable and enter-

prising business man and his straightforward methods and close application have made his

business a very substantial one.

Jlr. Hall has been married twice. On the SOth of December, 1892, he wedded Miss

Caroline Roberts, who passed away February 37, 1914, leaving one daughter, Charlotte

Elwood. In April. P.M.J, Mr. Hall married Miss Gertrude E. Black. Mr. Hall devotes his

entire time to liis liomc outside of business hours. He has no club nor fraternal relations.

There have been no spectacular phases in his life wink, but in the faithful performance of

each day's duties lie has |irovc-ii himsi-If a substantial citizen.

WILLIAM F. noWLlNG.

William F. Dowling is the president of the nowling & liottomly Company of Bridgeport

am! is giving the major pait of his time and attention to the direction of the important

business interests which this lirm now controls. He was born in England in 1881, a son of

William S. and Harriet Dowling, the former now deceased, while the latter is still living. They
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left EngliuKi. their native land, wlien llieir son William was but a year old and, establishing

their home in Hridjreport, lie hiie [nirsued his education as a public and grammar school

student, also attendini; the St. Auf,'ustine School. He was employed for a tinu- in a taitory

and then took his initial step toward ent<'riiij; the contracting business, startins; out as a

bricklayer. The Dowlinj; & Hottomly Couipany was organized in 1885 and tlius for almost
a third of a century the company ha.s been actively and prominently identified witli con-

tracting interests here. In 1>.H)7 the business was incorporated with William S. Howling
as president. Charles A. Bottomly as secretary, and .lames T. Quinn a.s treasurer, in the

intervening period of ten years they liave c(.iitrollril a growing and extensive contracting

business which has given them proMiiiieiit place in the promotion of the building activities

of the city. Upon the death of William S. Howling. .March 2:,. liUri, William F. Dowling
became president.

In 1904 William F. Dowling was married to Miss Grace E. Bailey and they have one

child, Frances Kvelyn. The parents hold mcmber.ship in St. Augustine's Ronuin t'atholic

church and Mr. Dowling also belongs to the Sons of St. George.

M. JOSEPir DinVLING.

M. Joseph Dowling was elected secretary of the Dowling & Bottomly Company in

January, lOKi. He is accounted one of the enterprising, alert and active young business men
of Bridgeport, in which city lie was born October 26. 1894. He completed his education by
graduation from the St. Au,gustinc School of Bridgeport and entered the employ of the

present company as office boy, working for the first week itor a wage of a dollar and a half.

He afterward left the company and was employed elsewhere, but later started again and
hag since been identified with the business. He has tlioroughly acquainted himself with
every pliase of contracting and building and in January, 1916, he was made secretary of

the company and is thus taking an active part in its management and the furtherance

of its interests. He, too, holds membership in St. Augustine's church and in the sons of

St. (ieorge. He was married .May 2. 1917. to (irace Evelyn Bromley, of Bridgeport.

CHARLES ANDERSON BOTTU.MLY.

Cliarles Anderson Bottomly, a native son of Bridgeport, was born December fi, 1SS6,

a son of Cliarles and Sophia Bottomly, the former now deceased. After completing the

work taught in the public schools Mr. Bottomly spent a brief period as a high school pupil

but when seventeen years of age ]mt aside his te.xtljooks in order to go to work. On attain-

ing his majority he became^ an officer in the j'resent company. He was married in 1909 to

Glena Potter, and their children are Charles, iilizabeth, Lucy Jlay and Susan. Mr. Bottomly
belongs to St. John's P'piscopal church and is a member of its choir, having sung in this

and other churches of the city for seventeen years, so that he is prominently known in

musical circles in Bridgeport.

William F. and M. Joseph Dowling and Charles A. Bottomly constitute the Dowling &
Bottomly Company. Since the organization of the business they have done mucli imjiortant

work. They erected the south wing of the plant of the Locomobile Company, the winter

quarters for tlie Barnum & Bailey circus, the monuments for Elias Howe and P. T. Harnum.
the First National iSank, the t)oiler plant of the Salts' Textile ilanufactuiiiig Coni|ianv

and the G. B. Clark warehouse. They were also the builders of the residences of Frank T.

Staples. Charles A. Edwards. Inank P. Bell, W. R. Webster, H. O, Canfifdd. A. H. Cantield.
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G. F. EhouvC'. Tliov witp also ilie builders of the Lincdlu. Staples, Wlieeler. McKinley, St.

Mary's and St. Charles schools, the county courthouse, the telephone building, the Meigs

building and the Wakeman Meniorial Library. They have also done work on almost all

of the theaters of Uridgeport and their name has become a recognized synonym for high

standards and efhciency. The partners are men of enterprise, wide-awake and alert, mani-

festing as well persistency of purpose and the indefatigable energy which accomplishes

results.

PERRY FAMILY.

The Perry family of Fairfield, of which the late Burr Perry was a descendant, is one

of the oldest and best known families of the state. Its founder in Connecticut was Richard

Perry, a lawyer b.y profession, who came from England prior to IG.3.3 and settled in the New
Haven colony. He was a man of influence and held the office of secretary to the court at

New Haven. He came to Fairfield in 1649. His son, Nathaniel I'erry, was a clothier and

died in 1682. He was the father of Joseph I'erry. who was born in 1677 and was a wheel-

wright by trade. His death occurred in 1753. His son. .Joseph Perry. .Ir.. was born in 1713

and was a miller by occupation, operating a mill at Mill Plain, in Fairfield, which had been

in the family since 1705. The mill and home have been owned by the Perrys for over two

hundred and twelve years.

Peter Perry, son of Joseph Perry, .Jr., was born in 1739 and lived on the place at Mil!

Plain and operated the mill there, remaining until his death in the year 1804. His son, Job

Perry, bought the interest of the other heirs in the mill and placed his son, Alfred, in charge

at the mill. Job Perry resided at Easton, becoming a well known citizen of that section.

He wedded Sarah Sturges, who was a daughter of Joseph Sturges, who died on tlie prison

ship Jersey during the Revolutionary war. He and his wife passed away at their home in

Easton and were laid to rest in the Easton cemetery. Their son, Monson Perr.y, was born

at Easton and there grew up to manhood He removed to Westchester county. New York,

locating at Somers, where he made his home throughout his remaining days and followed

milling and farming. He wedded Arity Godfrey, a daughter of Silliman Godfrey.

Burr Perry, son of Monson and Arity Perry, was born at Somers, Westchester county,

New Yoik, August 3, 1822, and there acquired his early education. He also attended the

Peekskill Academy and took up the study of civil engineering and survej'ing but never fol-

lowed that profession. He was actively engaged in the grain business with his brother

during the Civil war and was quite successful in the undertaking. In 1866 he came to the

home of his ancestors at Mill Plain and settled at the old homestead which was owned by his

uncle, Alfred Perr,y. There Burr Perry continued to reside throughout the remainder of

his life and made various improvements on the old home. He was a man of quiet tastes

and domestic in his habits and was a good citizen. His political allegiance was given to the

republican party. He passed away April 1, 1901, and was laid to rest in Oaklawn cemetery

of Fairfield.

For his (irsl wife he marrried Laura H. Gildersleeve, a daughter of Dr. Thomas Gilder-

sleeve, of New York, on the 3d of July, 1865. She passed away in 1869, and their only child,

Laura Gildersleeve, died in infancy. For his second wife Mr. Perry chose Kate E. Peet, who

was born February 1, 1842, at Pound Ridge, Westchester county. New York, a daughter of

Milo and Harriet Nash (Saunders) Peet. She was educated in the public schools and in the

Housatonic Institute at New Milford, Connecticut. She taught school for some years and

became principal of the Croton River Institute at Somers, Westchester county. New York,

where she spent eight years teaching the classics and fitting pupils for higher education.

She- was a lady of superior culture and had marked taste for literature. She was also a
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writer of considerable note and was a woman of progressive ideas and thorouglily artistic.

She took a deep interest in her adopted lionie, Fairlield, and did much for the cause of

education there. For several years she was correspondent for that town to the Bridgeport

Standard as well as other papers and her gifted pen was used in the interests of progress

and against evil in every form. She did nnuh to preserve neglected cemeteries and graves

and in 1SS2 had c(iini)iled and jiublished, after years of labor, a book entitled "The Old

Burying Ground of Fairfield, Connecticut," which also contains an account of the rebuilding

of the tombs. She also wrote the (•hai)ter on Fairfield for Kurd's "History of Fairfield

County" in 18S1. She was one of the organizers of a public circulating library at Mill Plain

which was kept in existence until liini. She was active in the religious and charitable

interests of the town and was a member of the Congregational church, while in her own
home she conducted a Sunday school class. She was a most devoted wife and mother and
possessed many virtues. She passed away August 22, 1SR2, and was laid to rest in the

Oaklawn cemetery at Fairfield. Mrs. Perry w^as the mother of several children, five of

whom reached adult age, including Loretta Brundige, to whom we are indebted for a

history of the family. A son, Fiancis Burr, educated in the Vonkers Military School,

operates the Perry mill and is residing on the old homestead at Mill Plain. He wedded Mary
Grace Leigh and they have five children, Kate Leigh, Eliza Brundige, Burr. Francis Monson
and Mary Grace. Alfred Silliman Perry, a grad\iatp of the Yale Law School, resides at

Elkton, Maryland. He married Frances Gertrude Mills and has four children, Dorothy, John,

Alfred S., Jr., and Charles Godfrey. Susan Derby, educated at the Rye (N. Y.) Seminary, is

the wife of Rev. Jolin ifaurice ])cyo, who was graduate.l from Yale College and Theologi-

cal Seminary and is now a minister of the Congregational church at Ridgefield. Connecticut.

Sarah Josephine, who was also graduated from the Rye Seminary, is the wife of Dr. Joseph
M. Klein, a well known physician of Colchester, New London county, Connecticut, and tliey

have one child, Robert. On the 9th of December, 1885, Burr Perry was a third time married.

Miss Loretta Brundige becoming his wife. She was a daughter of Joseph and Thirza (Mead)
Brundige and died February 17, 1899, her grave being made in the Oaklawn cemetery at

Fairfield.

The eldest daugliter of Burr Perry is Loretta Bnmdige Perry, who was educated at a

select school and in the Golden Hill Seminary, under Miss Nelson. She now resides on
Eliot road, in Fairfield, where she built a home. She is a lady of liberal culture and has
traveled extensively over the American continent, going as far as Alaska, and has also made
several trips to Europe. She is an active member of the Eunice Dennie Burr Chapter of the

Daughters of the American Revolution of Fairfield and has served as a delegate to several

conventions of the society in Washington and other places. She has given instruction in

domestic science to several classes of girls in Fairfield and is much interested in the work.
She is also active in church and missionary work and holds membership in the Congregational
church. She likewise belongs to the Art League of Bridgeport and her aid and infiuence are

always given in support of those interests which tend to iiplift the individual and promote moral
progress.

F. A. CANTWELL.

F. A. Cantwell is the efficient and popular manager of the Stratfield Hotel of Bridge[)ort.

He did not come inexperienced to his [)resent responsible position—in fact he has for twenty
years been actively connected with hotel management, having started in the Ciocker House
at New London, Connecticut, in 1897. After remaining there for a year he went to Hotel
Green in Danbury, Connecticut, where he continued for seven years, and later he spent one
year at the Waldorf in New York. For three years he has been connected witli the Stratfield
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as manacor and under liis direction has two luindred employes, witli six assistants \v!io act

as heads of dejiarlments.

The Stratlield is the only strictly fireproof hotel of Bridgeport. It contains two hundred

and ninety rooms, of which two hundred and seventy-five are with bath. It is thoroughly

modern—a beautiful hotel which would be a credit to any metropolis of the country. The

hotel is ei"ht stories in height, with a lobby one hundred by sixty feet. One of the attractive

features of the liostelry is the park whidi surrounds it, with wide lawns and well kept

gardens. The dining room is back one hundred and fifty feet from the hotel proper and

there is a most excellent cuisine. The hotel is heated throughout by steam, there is perfect

ventilation and a vacuum cleaning system has been installed. Turkish baths may be had

at the hotel and in fact there is no convenience or comfort of modern hotel life that cannot

be secured at the Stratfield, and Mr. Cantwell is continually studying the public wishes and

demands in this connection.

Mr. Cantwell holds membership in the Congregational church and is identified with various

Masonic bodies, having attained the Knights Templar degree of the York Rite and belonging

to Pyramid Temple of the Order of the Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of the Elks,

the Odd Fellows and the Red Men.

A. J. SmTH, M. D.

Dr. A. J. Smith, who for more than a half century was one of Bridgeport's noted

physicians, continuing in practice here until his demise, was born at Pond Ridge, New York,

October 6. 1839, and was a son of Reuben and Maria (Holly) Smith, who were well known

residents of that part of the Empire state. His early education was acquired in his

native town and at New Canaan, Connecticut, where he fitted himself for teaching. He

followed that profession for a time and in that way accumulated a sufficient sum to meet the

expenses of a college course. Desiring to become a representative of the medical profession,

he perfected his plans whereby he became a student in the College of Physicians and Surgeons

of New York and upon the completion of the regular course he won his M. D. degree. A few

years were devoted to hospital practice, whereby most broad and liberal experience and

training are gained. During the Civil war he was in the Davids Island Hospital, where he

performed a number of notable operations, one of which was fully described in Harper's

Weekly of that period. In 1868 he came to Bridgeport and at the time of his death he and

Dr. Porter were the oldest practicing physicians of the city. Dr. Smith located on the east

side and through his widely recognized skill and his close application to professional duties

he built up an extensive and successful practice. He was one of the best known and most

beloved physicians in his section of the city. He had the deepest interest in his profession

and while he possessed notable skill in surgery, he preferred rather the practice of medicine.

He was one of the founders of the Bridgeport Medical Society, was much interested in its

activities and was elected its president in 1894. He also held membership in the Connecticut

Medical Society and his broad reading kept him in touch with all the ideas that were

advanced or the methods ])romulgated in connection with mecliial and surgical ])ractice.

Aside from his profession he was a trustee of the Farmers & Mechanics Savings Hank.

On June 12. 1889. Dr. Smith was married in Bridgeport to Miss .Jennie Barnes Andrus,

who was born at I'laiuvmc, Connecticut, a daughter of Erskine and Jane Rebecca (Barnes)

Andrus. Her father was a brass worker, long connected with the Bridgeport Brass .Foundry

Company, becoming foreman of its casting department. He also served as a member of the

common council of Bridgeport and was a well known citizen. He passed away in Bridgeiiort,

August 2. 1914. while his wife survived only until August 3. 191.5. His fraternal connection

was with tlir lnde|icii<lciit dnler of Odd Fellows. His family niimbi-red two daugliters, the
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sister of Mrs. Smith being Mrs. Frederick \V. Jayncs, who has two ohildion, HaroKl Amlnis

and Winifred, and resides in Orange, Connecticut.

Tlie death of Ur. Smith occurred at liis home in Bridgeport on the 20th uf iJecember,

1UI4, and lie was laid to rest in the Mountain Grove cemetery. lie attended the Congrega-

tional church and was clerk of the Kcdesiastical Society for forty years. He took a deep

interest in the city of his adoption, in its welfare, its people and its institutions. While a

republican, he never sought office but was never neglectful of his public duties and
coojierated in many ])lans and measures for the general good. Mrs. Smith still resides on
Barnum avenue. She was educated in the public and high schools of Bridgeport and
engaged in teaching until )ier marriage. Slie is a lady of liberal culture and of recognized

ability, wliile the circle of her friends is almost coextensive with the circle of her acquain-

tance.

HEEMAN K. BEACH.

Herman K. Beach, secretary-treasurer of the Bridgeport Metal Goods Manufacturing
Company, was born September 21, 1881, in the city in which he still makes his home, a son of

Nelson .M. and .Jennie (Fairchild) Beach. The father's biith occurred in West Haven, Connecti-

ciit, while the mother w^as a native of Kansas. Nelson M. Beach was for thirty-five years

connected with the Bridgeport Brass Company of which he became the treasurer, and he ranked
high in business circles up to the time of his demise.

Herman K. Beach acquired a public school education, passing through consecutive grades

to his graduation from the high school. For seven years he was connected with the Bridge-

port Brass Company, and for two years was a representative of the New Haven Railroad.

In 1909 he aided in organizing the Bridgeport Metal Goods Manufacturing Company, of which
he is the secretary and treasurer, and in the intervening years he has contributed much to

its success by reason of his sound business judgment and the enterprise which he has displayed

along that line.

On the Tth of June, 1911, Mr. Beach was married to Miss Hertha Lynge, of Bridgeport, and
they have two children, Herman and William. Fraternally Mr. Beach is a Mason, belonging

to Hamilton Conimandery, No. 5, K. T., La F'ayett<' Consistory, A. & A. S. R., and the Mystic
Shrine. He is a past master of St. .John's Lodge, No. 3. A. F. & A. M.. and past thrice illustrious

master of Jerusalem Council, and is at all times an exemplary representative of the craft. He
is also a member of the board of governors of the Seaside Club. Politically he maintains an

independent course. He takes, however, a decided stand in support of all those interests which

contribute to civic welfare, and he cooperates in promoting the moral progress of the com-

munity as a member of the Park Street Congregational church.

SAMUEL JflDDLETON GARLICK, M. D.

Dr. Samuel Miildli'ton Garlick, a Bridgeport physician and surgeon who has been honored

by the presidency of the Connecticut State Medical Society, is, by his colleagues and con-

temporaries, accorded a position of distinction in professional circles in New England. In his

practice he has ever held to the highest ideals and his study, research and investigations are

continually advancing his efficiency. Dr. Garlick was born in Derbyshire, England, the yountrest

in a family of four children whose parents were John and Hannah (Beard) Garlick. both

representatives of old families of Derbyshire whose ancestry can be traced back through many
generations. The father was one of a family of four sons and two daughters. Samuel

Vol. 11—13
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(Jarlick, his brother, was a liiutoiiaiit in the Coldstream (iuartis and saw service at Gibraltar.

Thomas Carlick, another brotlier, went to Canada and served as a member of the Canadian

parliament. He also engaged in military duty in Canada and in recognition of his gallantry

Queen Victoria presented liim with a sword and pair of spurs, the latter being now in the

possession of Ur. Garlick.

.John (Jarlick started with liis family for the United States when his son, Samuel Middleton,

was but three years of age. His wife died during the voyage and tlie father passed away

three weeks after landing in Boston. Dr. Garliek was thus left an orphan when still but a

babe. He was reared in the home of his uncle and aunt, James Small and Esther Ann Middle-

ton of Salem, New Hampshire, the latter a sister of John Garlick, There he remained to the

age of eighteen years and obtained his early education In the schools of that place. In 1S60

he was graduated from the state normal school at Westfield, Massachusetts, and for several

years thereafter he engaged in teaching at Kingston, New York, at New Canaan and at Fair-

field, Connecticut, and finally at Salem, New Hampshire, his boyhood home. It was through

teaching that he earned the money that enabled Imn to pursue a college course in preparation

for his professional career. He entered the Dartmouth Medical College and completed his

course in 1874. Prior to this he was appointed assistant physician of the Northampton Hos-

pital for the Insane, there remaining for two years. He took a postgraduate course in

Harvard Medical College in 1ST~ and received the M. D. degree from both Dartmouth and

Harvard. After his course at Harvard he took for a year the practice of Dr. Frank Bingham,

of Shrew-sbury, Massachusetts. In 1879 he located for the practice of medicine in Fairfield,

where he remained until 1886 when he opened his oflice in Bridgeport. He was associated with

the late Dr. Robert Hubbard and Dr. Charles C. Godfrey for ten years, under the firm name

of Hubbard, Garlick & (iodfrey. For twenty years he has practiced alone ami his developing

powers have placed him in the front rank among the physicians not only of Bridgeport but

of the state. For twenty years he was gynecologist at the Bridgeport Hospital and is now a

member of the staff of consulting surgeons of that institution. He is an e.K-president of the

Bridgeport Medical Association and was honored with election to the Connecticut State Medical

Society in 1916 and belongs to the American Medical Association and to the New York

Academy of Medicine. For fifteen years he was a member of the state board of medical

examiners. There are few physicians of Bridgeport who have practiced in the city longer

than he. and throughout the entire period he has been accorded a most liberal patronage in

recognition of his superior ability, manifest ever in the conscientious performance of his

duties.

On the 6th of December, 1S7S, Dr. Garlick was married at Fairfield, Connecticut, to Miss

Harriet Trubee Knapp, a daughter of Captain Rufus Knapp, a sea cairtain of Fairfield, now

deceased, and of Caroline Trubee Knapp. Dr. and Mrs. Garlick became parents of five children,

of whom .-Vlmira Elizabeth Trubee passed away at the age of sixteen years. Four of the

number survive. Caroline is a graduate of the Cortland school and of the Fanny Smith

Kindergarten '['raining school and has since been a successful teacher in Bridgeport and else-

wlu-re. Herbert .Mi<ldleton, who studied at the Connecticut State Agricultural College is

now a successful and |)r()gressive farmer of Monroe, Connecticut. Edward Earle is a lawyer

of Bridgeport now serving as assistant prosecuting attorney, (ieorge B., who is the youngest

and was born in Bridgeport, November 16, 1886, is now associated with his father. He was

graduated from the University school of Bridgeport in 1904 and afterward devoted two

vears to the study of science in Carleton College of Northlield, ilinncsota. Later he was

for four years in the Vale Medicnl College, which conferred u|ii>ii him his M. D. degree at his

graduation in 1912. He afterward spent two years as interm> in the Rhode Island General

Hospital of Providence and later four months in the Providence Contagious Hospital,

and four months in the Providence Lying In Hospital, thus gaining the broad and valu-

able experience wliich cannot be obtained as (piickly and as surely in any other way

as in hospital practice. Returning to Bridgc|]ort he was for one year supervising modiial



BKIDUEPOKT AND VICINITY 327

ollicer of the City Charities Department and in 1916 he entered upon the general prac-

tice of medicine as tlie associate of liis father. During the border trouble with Mexico in

1910 he served as lirst lieutenant of the sanitary troops of the Connecticut Coast Artillery

with the National Guard, going to the border in June with Troop A of New Haven. He is

now assistant medical attending physician ol the Bridgeport Hospital and a member of the

Bridgeport, Fairfield county and Connecticut State Medical Societies. He belongs also to the

Seaside Club, finds his chief recreation in motoring and is a member of the United
Congregational church. Inspired by the example of his father and actuated by personal

ambition he is making steady advancement in his chosen profession.

In his political views Dr. Samuel Middleton Garlick is a progressive republican. He has
never sought political oltice and for four years was health commissioner of Bridgeport. He is

coroner's physician, suceeding the late Frederick B. Downs, having been appointed to that

service in 1911. For many years he was a member of the First Congregational church and
after its union with the United Congregational church in 1910 he transferred his membership
thereto and is now one of its deacons. He is a master Mason and was a charter member of

the University Club of Bridgeport. He belongs to the Seaside Club and his chief recreation

is reading. He finds great delight in American history and is imbued with the spirit of

patriotism and devotion to the highest ideals of the country.

.JOHN F. TOOLE.

.John F. Toole, of the firm of Toole & Snnderlin. pile drivers and dock builders of Bridge-

port, was born at Hudson Falls. New York, in 1S65. and after acquiring a public school

education there was employed in various ways and various places, but eventually turned his

attention in a direction which has led him to his present business connections. For a time

he was employed at the lime kilns of (Jlenns Falls, New York, and afterward wcjrked on the

pulp mill and dam at Thompsons Mills. New York. Later he was engaged in tlie building

of the bridge across Newton creek at Williamsburg, New. York, and afterward became
superintenilent of the construction oi a bridge at One Hundred and Tenth street and Eighth
avenue in New York city. His ne.xt position was that of superintendent of the Cliarleston

bridge connecting Charleston and East Boston, Massachusetts, and later he was called to

superintend the building of the viaduct through the city of Bridgeport for the New
York, New Haven & Hartford Railway Company. Previous to the completion of that con-

tract he liad been superintendent of construction in the building of Grant boiilivaril in

Pittsburgh, I'l'nnsylvania. In 190"), in connection with George W. Sunderlin, he orfraiii/.ed

the firm of Toole & Sunderlin. with {jllices at No. S3 Fairfield avenue. This is a contractin<'-

tirm organize<l for the purpose of building docks and for contract work in the line of heavy

masonry, pile driving and dredging. This firm has enjoyed a constantly growing business

which it is well qualified to handle by reason of an excellent equijiment and also by reason

of the long and varied experience of the men at the head. Their equipment includes derrick

boats, pile drivers, all kinds of pumjjs and in fact everything necessary for the handlinir of

heavy machinery for pile driving, dredging and dock building. They have built the dock

for the electric light company, also the Crane Company dock and the launching wind's for

the Lake Torpedo Boat Company. They also built the bulkhead and foundation for the

tube mill of the Bridgeport Brass Company and they are doing the foundation work for the

turbines and suction well of the Connecticut Company. They have also had contracts

with the West Chester Light Company at Mount Vernon, built the thirty-six inch outlets

for the Deacon street sewer of Bridgeport and have recently completed the Housatonic

avenue outlets for the trunk sewer. They also built the .Joy dock on East Main street and

they employ on an average one hundred people.
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Mr. Toole lias a dauylitei-, Katlir}'!! A., who is now being prepared in a select school

in Boston tor a higher educational course. Mr. Toole holds membership in the Roman
Catholic church and fraternally is identified with the Elks. He has steadily advanced to

his present position solely through his own efforts, as he began at the bottom and has had

no inlluence nor prestige back of him save that which with the passing years he has built

up on his own individual merit. Kach change in his business connections has been occasioned

by the oiler of more lucrative and more responsible work and, mastering all of the comple.x

questions of construction, he is now splendidly qualified to carry out the contracts, many in

number and of an important character, that are entrusted to the firm.

ELM SERVICE COMPANY.

The Elm Service Company at Nos. 166-168 Elm street, was incorporated in 1917 and is

one of the strong organizations in the automobile circles of Bridgeport. The company's

business comprises a high class auto livery, utilizing excellent touring cars an<l high grade

limousines with equipment up-to-date in every detail. Its central location with a modern

building forty by seventy feet and two stories in height as well as the recognized high

standing of the men behind the organization gives assurance of a service in its line that

ranks with the best in any city in the country. The officers of the company are: John

CuUinan, president; F. C. MuUins, vice president; William S. Buckley, secretary and treasurer;

and Thomas Morrisey, general manager, who with Thomas J. Scott comprise the board of

directors.

BEN.JAMK I. HART, M. U.

Dr. Benjamin I. Hart, physician, surgeon and scholar, who since 1908 has practiced his

profession in Bridgeport, was born in New York city, March 15, 1881, and is the eldest of a

family of three sons and two daughters whose parents, Frank and Matilda (Grauer) Hart,

are natives of Russia, where tliey remained until after their marriage, coming to the

United States in 1880. The father is a shirt manufacturer and they are still residents of

the metropolis.

Liberal educational (i]ip()rtunities were accorded Ur. Hart, who w^on his Bachelor of Arts

degree from tlie College of the City of New York in 1900. He then entered upon preparation

for a professional career as a student in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New

York, from which he was graduated with the JL D. degree in 1904. For a year thereafter

he engaged in teaching school in New York city and from 1906 until 1907 was ship surgeon

on the Hamburg-American Line between New York city and South American ports. In

1907 he practiced with marked success in New York and in 1908 removed to Bridgeport,

where he has since ably followed his profession, being recognized as one of the most skillful

physicians of Bridgeport. He is physician to the Loyal Order of Moose and he is a member

of the Fairfield County and the Connecticut State Medical Societies and the American

Medical Association.

On tlie 19th of June, 1909, Dr. Hart was married to Miss Elfreda ]{. Rubin, of Hartford.

Connecticut, and they have a son, Victor, born August 10, 1911.

Dr. Hart gives his political allegiance to the republican party but has had no ambition

for oflice holding. Fraternally he is connected with the Junior Order of American Mechanics

and in religion holds to tlie Hebrew faitli. He has ever been a close student of medical litera-

ture and history and he has one of tlie best private libraries of the city, containing five







BRtnOEPORT AND VICINITY 331

thoiisiuid volumes or more aside from his meilical works. His reading lias covered a wide

field ill gi-neral literature but he is especially interested in antique medical worlds and
historv.

EDWARD P. WALTER.

I'^dward P. Walter, long identified with industrial interests in Bridgeport, was born
in TIainburg, Germany, December 2.3, 1848, and there pursued his education and learned
the trades of machinist and brass worker. He was a youth of eighteen when he crossed

the Atlantic in 1866, making his way to New York, while later he went to Morristown,
New Jersey, there remaining until his removal to Bridgeport, in 1874, when twenty-six years
of age. Here he entered the employ of the Pacific Iron Works in the building of hoisting

engines and was superintendent of the works for about three or four years. He next
engaged in business on his own account on Cannon street as one of the proprietors of a
machine shop conducted under the firm style of Walter Brothers, Henry C. Walter beinn- his

associate in the undertaking. After two or three years Edward P. Walter left the firm and
two years later established business on John street under his own name. There he remained
active up to the time of his death. He and his brother were the inventors of a small planer
which thi'v manufactured and also a shaper, and the former is still being widely used
under the name of the Walter planer.

In 1877 Mr. Walter was married to Miss Carrie E. Piatt, a daughter of John and Hannali
M. (Pritchard) Piatt, who came to Bridgeport from Springville, Pennsylvania. Her father

was a plane maker by trade but never engaged in business in Bridgeport. Mr. and Mrs.
Walter reared an adojited daugliter, Charlotte May, who is still with her mother.

The death of JMr. Walter occurred on the 20th of February, 1910, when he had reached

the age of sixty-two years. His political support was given to the re|)ublican party and,

while never an office seeker, he was always a public-spirited citizen and his aid and cooperation

could be cimnted u[ion to further progressive public movements and civic affairs. He belonged
to the Algonquin Club and in 1S73 he became a Mason. He was in hearty sympathy with
the purposes and spirit of the craft and advanced in the order until he attained the thirty-

second degree of the Scottish Rite, while in 1!)08 he joined the Mystic Shrine. His life

was ever a busy and useful one in wliich he carefully considered the rights of others and his

obligations to his fellowmcn.

REV. JOHN GEORGE SADTLER.

Rev. John George Sadtler, rector of Christ Ejiiscopal church of Bridgeport, was born in

Baltimore county, Maryland, just outside the city limits of Baltimore, on the ;!Oth of

March, 1S67, and is the youngest living child of Rev. Benjamin Sadtler, a Lutheran minister,

who at the time of his son's birth was president of a young ladies' seminary there. He was
born in the city of Baltimore, his father being Phillip B. Sadtler, at one time a prominent
jeweler of Baltimore, founding in 1800 the present jewelry house of G. T. Sadtler & Sons.

He was of German descent and lield a captain's commission as commander of a companv in

the defense of Baltimore in the War of 1813. Rev. Benjamin Sadtler was married in 1845

to Catherine Elizabeth Schmucker, who was born in the Shenandoah valley of Virginia,

August 20, 1826, a descendant of Colonel Tavenor Beale, of Mount Airy, Virginia, who
served with the rank of colonel in the Revolutionary war. He was an uncle of President .Tames

Madison. Colonel Bcale was also a direct descendant of Yost Hill, one of the first settlers
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of till' Slii'iinniloHli Viilloy. 1\<'V. aiiil Mrs. lU'iijaiiiiii SmltU'r livril to cololiiati' tlu-ir i;olilon

wedding in 1895, ami in I'.Mll tlir foinicr passnl away, but tlir latter is now living' in Balti-

more at the ajje of ninety y<ars. In tlieir family were nine eliililren, ot whom two ilau-jlitera

and live sons yet survive. The eldest son is I'rofessor Samuel V. Sadtler, who for many
years was professor of eheinistry in the University of I'ennsylvania and is now eonsulting

eheniist ol I'hiladelphia «n<l the ehoniieal e<litor of a book ealhil the I'nited States Dispensa-

tory. |uilili>liecl ill riiiliulelpliia by Wood. l\einin^ton & Sadtler, lUnl wliieh is accepted as

standard authority by pharniaeists tliruuyhout the eountry. Another son, Kdwin Beale

Sadder, is the f;eneral aijent of the New York Sliipbuildinj; t'oni])any of New York eity.

Kev. .lohn t;. Sadtler was reared in his native county and was graduated from the Johns

Hopkins V'liiversity with the Haehelor of Arts degree in 18.S1). He afterward spent a year

abroad in tiavid and study and following; his return to America became a student in the

(uMieral Theological Seminary of New York. He was ordained to the ICpiscopal ministry in

.lune. IS'K), at the Church of the Redeemer in Haltimore county, Maryland, by the Ht. Kev.

William I'arct. bishop of Maryland. His liist charge was (Jrace church in Darlington,

Maryland, where he remained for a year ami a half. He then became assistant rector of

St. I'cter's i;piscoi)al church of Haltimore, where be continued from 1895 until 1898. He was

afterward rector of the Church of Our Savior in lialtimorc for a decade and was examining

chaplain to the bishop of Maryland from 1897 until 1914. During the last five years of that

period he was also rector of St. Mary's Episcopal church of lialtinune and in Dctober, 1914,

he was calleil to Christ Episcopal church of Bridgeport, where he has since remained as

rector.

On the 2Gtli of dune, 1912, Rev. Sadtler was married to Miss Kllen Uruce Rutherford,

who was born in Haltimore, August 29, ISSI), a daughter of Alexander Hawksley Rutherford,

of the lialtiinorc brokerage linn of Miildcndorf, Williams & Company. He died November

25. 1915. His wife, who bore the nuiiden name of Kosa Seddon, was a daughter of Hon

James A. .Seddon, wdio served as secretary of war in the cabinet of the Confederacy under

.lett'crson Davis. The old Seddon home in Richmond, Virginia, is now a Confederate museum.

To Rev. and Mrs. Sadtler have l)een born two sons: Alexander Rutherfonl, born November

27, 1913: and .lohn Heale. born September 22, 1915.

Rev. Sadtler holds membership with the Beta Theta Pi, a college fraternity. He is

fond of ratiomil outdoor sports, of motoring and of jiolf and turns to these for recreation.

He has twice been abroad, gaining that broad and liberal culture and experience which only

travel can bring. He studies not only the past Init the present for life's lessons and keeps

in tumli with the trend of luodern thought along those lines whicli are of vital interest to

city, state and the world at large.

WILLIAM V. BLAMEY.

William !'. Blaiucy. a contractor and builder of Stratford, where his work has contributed

largely to the improvement of the city, was here born on the 14th of February. 1S92, his

parents being Walter and Josephine Blarney, who are still residents of Stratford. They are

natives of England and the father was about thirty-five years of age w'hen he crossed the

Atlantic to the new world.

William V. Blarney is indebted to the luiblic school system of Stratford for the educa-

tioinil privih'ges he enjoyed. A short time after leaving the high school he entered the

employ of the Crane Valve Com|)any of Bridge|)ort, with which he remained for a brief

period and then took up carpentering, which he followed at various ])laces in (\innecticnt and

also in Florida. He began contracting on the day that he was twenty-one years of age and

has since been actively identified with industrial interests in Stratford. He supplemented
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liis day school training by attending niglit scliool lor two tornis ami also tlie Bridgeport

Trade 801100!. He possesses niueli natural ability in llie line of liis chosen occupation and liis

skill and ingenuity have brought substantial results. He has built fully thirty residences in

Stratford, also one of tlie clnireli edifices and a large garage, together witli many miscellaneous

buildings. He has also erected liva dwellings at Bridgeport and a similar number, at The

Beach, a summer resort. Since starting in business on liis own account he has paid out

twentyfive thousand dollars in wages and one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for

materials in Stratford. Thus his business has been an element of worth to Stratford in

keeping money in circulation, as well as contributins; to tlie upbuilding of the city.

In Stratford, on the 2Gth of September, 191.5. Jlr. Blarney was united in marriage to

Miss Ethel Maj- Johnson, a daughter of Charles D. .Johnson, of Stratford, and they have

two children. Helen Ethel and Doris May. twins, born on tlie 25th of November, 1916.

Mr. Blarney is intensely interested in all matters pertaining to the general welfare and is

now a trustee of the fire department and one of the volunteer firemen. He belongs to the

Cupheag Club, the Improved Order of Red Men and to the Bethany church—associations

which indicate tlie nature of his interests and the rules that govern his conduct.

WILLIAM J. NICHOLS.

William J. Nichols enjoys peculiar distinction as a prime factor in the extensive and

important operations of the ]>ast few years in real estate dealing and in building. Aside from

his personal interests he has performed public service of far-reaching and enduring value,

for real estate in all parts of the city through his development has rapidly advanced and

unsightly vacancies have been occupied by attractive edifices. A native of Connecticut, Mr.

Nichols was born in Trumbull on the 27th of January, 1859, a son of Bradley and Sarah

L. (Pardee) Nichols, representatives of Connecticut families. They removeil to Bridgeport

during the boyhood of their son William, arriving liere in 1S65. In 189S the father went to

Florida and was there drowned in that year, together with his wife, one of liis sons and liis

son's family.

William .1. Nichols was a lad of but si.x years at the time of the removal to Bridgeport.

At one time he lived in Fairfield. Connecticut, for fourteen years but in 1890 returned to

Bridgeport. For an extended period he has been an active factor in real estate circles. He

began the development of ]iroperty in 1880 with his father and brother, when thej' divided

the Hough farm in Stratford, a tract of fifty-five acres, located at what is now Central

and .Stratford avenues. This was converted into a fine residential district. In that work

he has since continued until the extent and importance of his operations have made him

one of the most prominent real estate dealers of Bridgeport. Their second subdivision

covered a tract of thirtj' acres between JIain street and Madison avenue, which they platted and

upon whicli they erected many buildings. This was known as the Synnott addition, in a

part of which they placed the sewers and built the sidewalks. They also erected many
buildings and gave personal supervision to that work and also to the sale of the property.

Another tract which was developed was that adjoining Beardsley Park, known as the

Ueane & Lamont addition, of thirty-five acres. This they also platted, improved and sold.

They likewise purchased the William Meachen property on Stratford avenue, a tract of

thirty-five acres, of which six acres adjoins the old Hough farm. They ]ilattcd altogether

forty-one acres in the Meachen addition and the same progressive methods of improvement

were carried on there. About the same time they purchased sixty-nine acres where the

Remington Arms [ilant is now located and this W. .J. Nichols developed in connection with

F. .T. Lockwood. It was a part of the old .ludson farm and was purchased from the Judson

estate, being added to the city under the name of the Lockwood & Nichols tract. He has
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furtlieniioro ilrvulopml what is known ;is tlie Nichols addition, a I'orty acre tract on East

Main street north of Boston avenue. In his extensive business operations of this character

he was associated with his father, Bradley Nichols, and his brother, Warren B. Nichols. His

operations in the field of real estate have also included the purchase of the Sanford property,

extending from Fairfield avenue to State street, and through it Fremont street has been

opened. In l'J04 he was associated with Adolf Sherman in opening a seventeen acre tract on

Seaview and Boston avenues, all of which he sold after platting the same. He was also

associated with Jlr. Sherman in opening up the Beach tract of twenty-three acres between

Main street and Capitol avenue, which he also platted and sold, and in 1915 he and Mr.

Sherman purchased the Knowlton farm near Stratford, a farm occupied by the Wcatogue

Golf Club. This is now being developed and a large number of residences are under course

of construction. Tn I'.nC) he and Mr. Sherman purchased the Wilcoxson Farms at Paradise

(Jreciis, fifty-one acres, ail of which tract is being platted and sold. Mr. Nichols acquired the

ownership of the property on Main between Chapel and Congress streets and there built a

large block of stores. Through his real estate activities and his building operations he has

been closely and prominently identified with the development of the city. The labors of

perhaps no other one man have done more to further the interests of city building than his.

With notable foresight he has recognized and utilized opportunities and in the develojiment

of his real estate business has not only promoted his own prosperity but has contributed

largely to the city's growth, im]>rovcment and adornment.

In 1S79 Mr. Nichols was united in marriage to Miss Mary N. Barker and they became

the parents of three children: S. Louise, now the wife of Frank I. Gaylord; William W. ; and

Elizabeth S., at home. The wife and mother passed away in 1889 and in 1893 Mr. Nichols

wedded Miss Elizabeth F. Barker, a sister of his first wife.

In club circles Mr. Nichols is well known, having membership in the Seaside and Brook-

lawn Country Clubs. He is a very public-spirited man who through the years of his resi-

dence here has closely studied public conditions and in many ways has given active aid in

furthering the welfare and progress of the community.

WILLIAM A. MACFARLANE.

William A. Macfarlane, general manager and a director of the Bridgeport Crucible

Company and thus identified with one of the most important and productive industries of the

city, was born in Taunton, Massachusetts, May 9, 1881, a son of W. T. and Amy R. (Hillis)

Macfarlane, natives of Massachusetts and New Jersey respectively. The father was always

a manufacturer, and in 1886 removed with his family to Bridgeport, where he is now

living retired. William A. Macfarlane, at that time a lad of five years, became a pupil in

the city schools and afterward continued his education in the Ohio State University, becoming

a ceramic engineer. In 1887 his father established the Bridgeport Crucible Company and

remained the foundci' and president of the business until its sale at a recent date to the

Buffalo Cojiper & Brass Rolling Mill, of Buffalo, New York. From the beginning the

enter))rise prospered, the business enjoying a steady growth. In 1904 the company jiurchascd

the business of the Taunton Crucible Company of Taunton, Massachusetts, and the plant

there has since been operated as a branch establishment of the Bridgeport plant. The

business was originally organized with a paid up capital of twenty-five thousand dollars,

and the land, and buildings were leased from the late P. T. Barnum. Sm-Ji has been the

prolitable nature of the business that no cajiital has ever been asked for or paid in since

the beginning, and only a brief period had elai)sed before the company purchased its own

plant. In 1901 a stock dividend of seventy-five thousand dollars was declared and paid to

its stockhohlers. increasing its capital stock to one hundred thousand dollars. The product
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is used largely by the brass nilliii}; mills, and for about ten years the firm has furnislied

the steel erueibles used by the Hethlelieni Steel Company. The Bullalo company, which is

the largest single user of crucibles in the country, bought out the business in August, 11)10,

in order to assure its suppl\^ of crucibles so necessary owing to the great increase of the

business caused by the jjresent war demand. The present officers of the company are

all now in Bullalo, with the excc|)tion of .1. H. Edwards, who is a resident of Bridgeport.

William A. Macfarlane continues as one of the directors and general manager of the business

Avith whiiji lie- luis licen identified since completing his college course.

In 1SI06 Mr. Jlacfarlane was married to Miss Bessie M. Burton of Waterbury, Con-
necticut, and they have one child, Margery B. In politics Mr. Macfarlane i^ an independent

reiniblican, but the honors and emoluments of office have had no attraction for him. In

Masonic circles he has attained high rank, being now a Knight Templar and a Tliirty-

.Second degree Scottish Rite Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine. He has long occupied

a prominent position in both business and so<-ial circles in the city in whicli lie has made
his home since 1880.

HENRY .JAMES SEELEY.

Henry James Seeley, of Bridgeport, is entitled to nu'ntiun in this volume, both because

of the notable measure of success which he has gained as a photogiapher and because of his

activity in the Grand Army of the Republic, of which he is now department commander for

the Department of Connecticut. He was born in .Jericho, Vermont, February 22, 1849, and is

a son of Samuel Hamilton and Catherine Elizabeth (Nash) Seeley, natives respective! v of

Ke.vsville, New York, and Jericho. Vermont. Tlie father, who was a machinist by trade,

removed in early manhood to Winooski Falls, Vermont, where he was for a number of years

in charge of the machinery of woolen mills. Subsequently he removed to Wisconsin and
was employed as a machinist there until his death in 1855. Afterward his widow removed
with her children to Lafayette. Indiana, and after the Civil war to Carbondale, Illinois, and
later to Centralia, Missouri, where her death occurred.

Henry J. Seeley was very young when the family removed to Wisconsin and was only

about six years old when he was taken by his mother to Indiana, wiiere he received his

education. In 1804, although at that time only fifteen years old, he enlisted in the Tenth
Indiana Battery, Light Artillery, for service in the Civil war. Even previous to this time he
had attempted to join the army but was refused on account of his age. Not long after his

enlistment he was transferred to the gunboat Stone River, which was doing patrol duty on
the Tennessee river, but later he was with his battery at Fort .Johnson, Huntsville, Alabama.
After the close of tlie Rebellion the battery returned to Indiana and Mr. Seeley was mustered
out in .July, 1S0.5. He then went to Carbondale, Illinois, where he taught school until the

fall of 1807. when he came east and entered the Essex Classical Institute at Essex Jiiiiction,

Vermont, there preparing himself for more efficient work as a teacher. He fol!(jwcd liis

profession at Rome, New York, for one year and also taught at Worcester, Fall River and
Bridgewater, Massachusetts. At the latter place he also took a special normal course, as it

was his desire to fit himself as well as possible for his work.

On the 10th of .lanuary, 1872, Mr. Seeley came to Bridgeport, Connecticut, and took up
the study of photography, while on the 1st of May of that year he opened a studio in a

building at No. 1)22 Main street. During the intervening period of forty-five years lie has

engaged in business in that same building, which he now owns. He is the oldest jihotographer

in the city and lias numbered among his patrons many of the famous men of the nation.

The prestige which he has gained in his chosen line is the result of a thorough understanding

of its technical points, a realization of the importance of artistic considerations in such
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work and tlic fullDwiiig ol businesslike methods. As the years have passed his resources

liave steadily increased and he is now linaneially independent.

Mr. Seeley was married in 1881, at Uridgeport, to Miss Klla D. Carr, a native of New

York city. To them luive been born two children: Mabel Klla, the wife of Frederick A.

Marsh, of Easton, Connecticut; and Henry Arthur, who is a graduate of Cornell University

and is now practicing civil engineering in New York city. Mrs. Seeley passed away May

23, 191T.

Mr. Seeley endorses the policies of the republican party but at local elections votes

for the men best (jualitied to till the oli'ices in question without regard to their political affili-

ations. He is one of the most widely known men in the country in Grand Array circles, as

for forty years he has been active in that order. He holds membersliip in Elias Howe, Jr.,

]"()st. No. .'1, of Bridgeport, of which he has served as commander, and he has a number

of times been called to ollice in the state and national organizations of the order. In 1913

he was assistant adjutant general of the Department of Connecticut, which office he held for

two years, for one year was assistant quartermaster general, and in 1913 was honored by

election as adjutant general of the national body at a reunion held in Los Angeles, Cali-

fornia. He was one of the most active officers that ever served and made the unusual record

of visiting on official business all of the states of the Union except two during his term of

office. He is now department commander of the Department of Connecticut. He is also

prominent in the Masonic fraternity, being a Knight Templar and thirty-second degree

Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine. He belongs to Corinthian Lodge, No. 104, A. F.

& A. M.; Jerusalem Chapter, No. 13, K. A. M.; Jerusalem Council, No. 16, Hamilton Com-

mandery, No. 5, K. T.; Lafayette Consistory, S. P. R. S.; and Pyramid Temple, A. A. O.

N. M. S. In the Senior Order of United American Mechanics he is likewise well known, having

held state and national offices in the order as well as having tilled all the chairs in Waldemere

Council, No. 6, of Bridgeport, of which he is the only surviving charter member. He belongs

to Arcanum Lodge, No. 41, I. O. O. F., the Odd Fellows Veteran Association, the Seaside Club

and the 49 Club. His has been indeed a successful life, as he has gained material prosperity,

lias served with honor in important positions of trust and has won the sincere respect and

the warm regard of those who have been intimately associated with him.

BKKNHAKU SETZER.

Bernhard Setzer, while not actively engage<l in any business at this writing, does

however represent the William Ottmann Company of Fulton Market, New York, wholesale

purveyors of meats and jioultry. He has been engaged in this line of business since early

manhood and is recognized as an authority on all phases of the trade. He was born on

the 2d day of November, 18(i(). in New York city, a Son of Henry and Helena (Heister)

Setzer, natives of (Jernuiny, who, however, came to America when (juite young. After com-

pleting his education in New York city the father turned his attention to the butcher

liusiness, which he f(dlowcd up to within a few years of his death. The mother also jiassed

away in New York.

Hernliard Setzer was reared in his native city and received liis early education in its

jiublic schools. While still only a boy lie became engaged in the market business and later

became purveyor to hotels and steamship lines in New York city. In 189G he removed

to Bridgeport, Connecticut, going into the same line of business on State street with his

brother Henry. This congenial partnership laste<l for many years or until they both decided

to retire. The death of his mother one April followed by tin' death o.' his brother iu the

following May left him trustee of tioth estates. His responsibilities in that connection

coupled with his interest in the building of apartment houses in New York city take him
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to tliat city sovoial times ciich week. He, liovvever, iiiaintuins an office in the Meii;3

building in liiiil{,'e|)ort, wliicli is necesnary on account of his interests liere. In connection with

his long business experience, he is recognized as u man of unusual initiative and entcr|iiise

and lias a wide ac(iuaintanoe in business and social circles. All who know him rate him as a

man of unusual ability and unswerving integrity. He has important real estate interests

in New- York city and is tiiiancially independent. For the past eight years he has occupied

a suite in the 8tratfield Hotel in Uridgeport.

In Ksyt) Jlr. Setzer married Klla Liel/.ir Ottmann. of New York city, whose father, .hicob

Ottmann, was the founder of the ])rcsenl I'nited States Printing & Lithographing Company.

Two children have been born of this union, a son, Louis Ottmann, born in 1897, and a

daughter, Eleanor Dorothea, born in lliu:!.

Jlr. Setzer is independent in politics and has served his city as a memlier of the board

of ajiportionmeiit and taxation, being appointed to that boily in l'J02 and continuing thereon

by reappointment for three terms of two years each. He made a tine record as an otlieial,

bringing to bear upon the solution of the problems before the board the same readiness in

grasping the essential points of a situation, and the same resourcefulness that have char-

acterizeil him in the management of his business interests. He is well known in Masonic

circles, belonging to St. .John's Lodge, No. .!, A. F. & A. M.; .Jerusalem Chapter, No. 13,

R. A. JI. : Jerusalem Council, No. 16. R. & S. M.; Hamilton Commandry, No. 5, K. T.;

Pyramid Temple. A. A. 0. N. M. S., in which he is an honorary member of the Patrol; and

to the various .Scottish Rite bodies, including the Consistory. He is a member of a number
of important clubs, being identified with the Algonquin Club, the Brooklawn Country Club,

the Brooklawn Riding Club and the New- York Athletic Club. He is a great lover of horses

and is considered an expert rider. His religious faith is indicated by the fact that he is a

communicant of .St. .John's Protestant Episcopal church of Bridgeport. He has in many
ways manifested a strong public spirit, working constantly and eti'ectively for tlie advance-

ment of the interests of his city, and be is justly regarded as one of its leading citizens.

He is ])oiiiilar personally and numbers many of the foremost men of Bridgeport among his

friends.

\V. K. SHERWOOD.

W. K. Slicrwood, a lieating and jilumbing contractor doing business at No. 291) Prospect

street, was born in Xorlli Castle, Westchester county, New- Y'ork, in 1866, a son»of George and

Mary Sherwood and a representative of one of the oldest American families, founded in tlie

new world at the earliest period of colonization on this side of the Atlantic. Two of his

unch s. .Folin and Aaron Sherwood, were soldiers of the I'nion army in the Civil war and .Jolm

sustained a scalp wound, being shot in the head, while Aaron lost a finger.

\V. K. Sherwood at the usual age entered the public schools and went as high as he

could go in that way. He afterwards studied in night pay schools and he has always eagerly

acfjuired infornuition as opportunity offered, desiring to obtain an education that would be

of real i>ractical benetit and value to him in the world. In bis youthful davs he farmed

upon the idd home place and he early came to realize the value of industry and energy.

In 1885 he removed to Bridgeport, where he was first employed in a grocery store, but he

did not find that occupation to his liking and afterward learned the plumbing trade with the

firm of Wheeler & Cook. There he remained for about twenty-three years and during the

last five years of that period was a partner in the business. In 1907 he established his

present heating and plumbing contracting business and in the intervening years has won
substantial and notable success. He has received the contract for the plumbing work in the

Bridgeport Hospital, the Day Nursery, the Swedish churcii. the Warn<'r Brothers' building.
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the First Biicige|)oit liank and many Dthcr lioiiies and public buildin<.'s and lie also does

most of the plumbing work for the architect Southey. Since starting out on his own account

his patronage has steadily and eonstantlj' increased and he now controls one of the largest

and most important plumbing businesses of Bridgeport.

In 1890 Mr. Sherwood was married to Miss Vinnie Crolius, of Brooklyn, New- York.

Their religious faith is imiicated by their membership in the Methodist church and Mr.

Sherwood also has membership in the Odd Fellows lodge and in Stratford Encampment, No.

23. His attention and energy, however, have always been given to his business affairs and

his developing powers have brought him to a prominent position in the industrial circles of

Bridgejiort.

W. LEE WEADON, M. D.

Dr. W. Lee AVeadon, a distinguished surgeon of Bridgeport and one of the proprietors

of the Galen Hospital, was born in Virginia, October 8, 1882, a son of Ashford and Mary
(O'Bannon) Weadon, both of whom were natives of Virginia. The father, a farmer by

occupation, served as a Confederate soldier in the Civil war and died many years ago, but

the mother is still living.

Dr. Weadon was reared at Bluemoiit, Virginia, and acquired his education in public

and private schools of that city. Having determined upon the practice of medicine as a life

Vkork, he later entered the University College of Medicine in Richmond, Virginia, from which

he was graduated in 1905, after which he entered upon practice in West Virginia, there

remaining until 1911. In that year he came to Bridgeport and purcliased a fifty-one per cent

interest in the (ialen Hospital on Myrtle avenue, an institution which is devoted cliieHy to

surgical work. Dr. Weadon has specialized in surgery and has performed very many

notable major o]>erations which indicate his superior skill. He possesses comprehensive

knowledge of anatomy and the component parts of the human body, of the onslaughts

made upon it by disease or left to it as a legacy by progenitors. Combined with his knowl-

edge is a notable skill that arises from a clear head and steady hand, enabling him at all

times to be cool and collected even in the stress of great emergencies.

On the 20th of May, 1908, Dr. Weadon was married to Miss Mabel Faulconer, of

Virginia. He belongs to the University, Seaside and Brooklawn Country Clubs, while pro-

fessionally his connection extends to the Bridgeport, the Fairfiehl County and the Con-

necticut Stat« Medical Societies, the W^est Virginia Medical Society and the American

Medical Association.

HARRY F. MITCHELL.

Harry F. Mitchell, president of the Auto Service Company of Bridgeport, is one of

the reliable citizens thai llie south has furnished to Connecticut. He was born in Louisville,

Kentucky, .lanuary 9. 18.s(l, a son of Henry R. Mitchell, who removed to this city in 1900,

when Harry K. was a young man of twenty years. He had previously acquired a good educa-

tion in his native city, passing through consecutive grades in the public schools until he

became a high school pupil. Starting out in the business world in Bridgeport, he learned the

machinist's trade as an emjiloye of the American Ordtuince Company of Bridgeport, there

remaining for three years. He was afterward employed for about eleven years at the

Locomobile works and. winning promotion from time to time, became assistant foreman of

the rough testing department. But he was ambitious to engage in business on his own
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aocuuiit ami bent every energy toward carrying out that purpose. At length lie felt tliat hia

savings and his experience justified the step and on the 28th of April, 1913, ho established

the Auto Service Company, which was incorporated with Harry F. Mitchell as president;

Edward K. (Jreen, vice president; and W. A. Smith, treasurer and Fred .]. Smith, secretarv.

The business is located at 323 John street, where they conduct an auto repair shop, thoronghlv
equipped so as to turn out first class work. Their busini'ss has grown steadily and they
now employ twenty skilled mechanics. Theirs is the largest repair shop in Bridge[)ort today
and their success has been based ujion the excellence of the work which they turn out.

In 1904 Mr. Mitchell was united in nuirriage to Miss Clara L. Birks, of Bridgeport, and
they have three children: Dorotliy L., Harry F., Jr., and Richard Armstrong. In the
seventeen years of his residence in Bridgejiort, Mr. Jlitchell has not only worked his way
upward in business connections but has also won the warm regard of all with whom social

or business relations have brouglit him in contact.

KDWARD R. GREEN.

Edward R. Oreen, vice president of the Auto Service Company of Bridgeport, with which
business he has been connected since its organization in 1913, was born in Sodus, New York
in 1S84. a son of Will Sprague and Virginia A. Green, who in 1S85 removed from the Empire
state to Greenwich, Connecticut, where on attaining the i)roper age the son became a public

school pupil, passing through consecutive grades until he hail acquired a high school education.

Early in his business career he spent several years in New York as representative of the

I). F. Sturdevant Company of Boston and in 19(18 he came to Bridgeport to enter the employ
of the Locomobile Company in the service department. His efficiency constituted the basis

of his retention there until 1913, when, ambitious to engage in business on his own account,

he became one of the organizers of the Auto Service Company, in wliicli undertaking he was
associated with Harry F, Mitchell, the latter becoming president, with Mr, Green as vice

president, W. A. Smith, treasurer, and Fred .T. Smith, secretary. They have established the

largest business in their line in Bridgeport, having an auto repair shop which is siileiididly

equipped with llrst class machinery for doing the best i)0ssible work.

In 1910 Mr. Green was married to Miss Vera W. Knapp, of Grcenwicli, Connecticut, and
they have one child, Doris. In his fraternal relations Mr. Green is a Mason and lie e.xcmplilies

in his life the beneficent spirit of the craft.

HENRY EDWIN WATERHOUSE, M. D.

Dr. Henry Edwin Waterhouse, phj'sician and surgeon of Bridgeport, where he began
practice early in 1903, was born in Centreville, Rhode Island, March 3, 1877, the only son of

Henry A. and Caroline E. (Reed) Waterhouse. The father, a woolen manufacturer, is now
living retired at Mount Vernon, New York, but the mother passed away March 16, 1916. The
only daughter, Mrs. Grace Reed Coughlan, is the wife of George R. Coughlan, of Mount
Vernon. The Waterhouse family is an old one of Rhode Islaiul and its male representatives

were for many generations connected with woolen manufacturing there.

Dr. Waterhouse prepared for college in the public schools of his native state and in

Dean Academy of Franklin, Massachusetts. He afterward pursued a special medical course

in Brown University from 1895 until 1898 and in 1902 he was graduated from the College

of Physicians and Surgeons of New York. He afterward spent a year as interne in the

Belleviie Hospital of New York and early in 1903 located in Bridgeport, where he has since
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remaiiifj in aitive iiraetieo, liavinj; liis otiicc at No. 430 State street until ilay, I'JIT. wlieii

he removed to No. 30 Elmwood I'lace, where he completed a liandsomc residence. He specializes

in obstetrics and is servinjr on the stafT of the Uridgeport Public Hospital, being chief of the

ob.stetrical doi)artment. in addition he has a large private practice and is most prompt and

conscientious in the performance of liis professional duties.

On the 12tli of December, 1914, Dr. Waterhouse was married to Miss Minnie Frances

Howes, a graduate nurse of the Bridgeport Hospital, who was born and reared in Danbury,

Connecticut. Dr. Waterhouse, appreciative of the social amenities of life, holds membership

in the Seaside Club and in the Weatogue Club of Stratford. He is likewise a Knight Templar

Mason and member of the Mystic Shrine, while along strictly ))rofessional lines he has con-

nection with the Bridgeport, the Fairfield County and the Connecticut State Medical Societies,

the AmiTican Medical Association and the New York Academy of Medicine. Laudable ambi-

tion has brought him to his present position as an able and successful representative of the

medical fraternity of Bridgeport.

MRS. FLORA L. (CLARK) DEOvAND.

One of the best known real estate operators of F'airfield county is Mrs. Flora L. Diekand,

who is a well known resident of Stratford, where for several years she has made her home

and has contributed much toward the upbuilding and improvement of that section of tlie

.'tate. Mrs. Deckand is a native of Connecticut, born in the town of Torrington, and is a

daughter of Herman and Ellen (Holcomb) Clark. Her girlhood days were spent in her

native town, where she attended school, and in young womanhood she came to Bridgeport,

where she found employment in the designing department of the Lyons Corset Company.

She later accepted a position in the embroidery dei)artment of the same factory and from

there went to the floss machine, which she learned to operate, while later she had nuinagc'ment

of eleven machines. It was after her marriage to Lewis Curtis, who was a well known real

estate man of Bridgeport, that she laid the foundation for her future usefulness in tliat

tielil. Having acquired a thorough knowledge of the real estate business under the guidance

of her husband, she was able to successfully carry on the business after his death and has

contiiuu'd active in that field in Bridgeport and in Stratford since. In her marriage to Willis

Ives, a retired police ollicer of New York, she found a man of sympathy and aid in her

business veiitui-es. With tlie lielp of her husband she continued her building and real estate

operations and after tlie death of Mr. Ives she located in Stratford, jiurchasing the Robert

Curtis homestead, where she now resides with her present husband, Joseph H. Deckand, whom

she married in Egypt in 1913. JNIr. Deckand represented the Standard Oil Company. He and

his wife spent eight months in travel, visiting the Holy Land and other places of interest in

Asia and ICur(i]ie. Since her return ilrs. Deckand has continued to reside in Stratford and

to give lu-r time and attention to real estate and building operations. Besides her interests

in Bridgeport she has built the cottages or bungalows at Eleanor Park and at Floral Park.

She has instituted bungalow building in order that each family may have its own home,

believing it to be in, the interests of health and comfort. In her building operations she

obtains the best nuiterials from the National Lumber Comiiany of Bay City, Michigan.

The materials are finishc^l and shipjied to Stratford already prepared to erect the home,

which is built with every up-to-ilate improvement. Mrs. Deckand gives much i)ersonal atten-

tion to the building of these homes and her efl'orts have been an important element in the

improvement of Stratford. She is a wonuin of good business judgment and of progressive

ideas and her capabilities have foimd expression in her success. The excellence of her

plans is seen in the full realization of the atti'inpt. She is greatly assiste<l by her hu-^hand.
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who is a man of broad ideas and wide knowledge, liaving traveled extensively, from the

Pacific coast to 1-abrador and widely as well over 10uro])e and Asia.

Jlrs. Deckand takes a deep interest in Stratford, in its growth and progress, and does

everything jiossihle to further the widfare of the town. She is a member of the United

Congregational ehnreh td' liridgeport, but attends the services of the Congregational I'liiirch

at Stratford. She takes little or no interest in societies or clubs of any kind, but is strongly

in favor of wonian"s sull'rage in so far as it would give the woman who has projierty the

right to vote for the man or woman who taxes that property. She jxissesses, too, strong

domestic tastes and nnieh thought and attention are given to lier hoiui', which in its rest

and (|uiet proves most attractive.

MICHAEL ROTH.

Michael Roth, treasurer of the Adams-Roth Baking tomjiany and thus actively identified

with one of the leading business enterprises of this character in liridgepcn't, was born in

Austria in 1806, and after spending the period of his boyhooil and youtli in his native

land came to the United .States in 189.3, arriving at New York city on the 14th of May.
While a financial depression overspread the country in that year it did not bar his natural

energy or hamper his efforts, and the persistency which he displaj'ed, guided by sound

intelligence, made him tlie owner of a retail bakery in Briiigeport in 1896. He had been a

resident of this city since December, 1893, and for a year and a half was employed at the

Hochheiser bakery, after which he spent six months at the H. .1. Orton bakery. On the

expiration of that period he engaged in business on bis own account ami was thus engaged

until 1916, when he joined Sidney R. Adams in organizing tlie Adams-Roth Baking Company,

of which he is the treasrircr and the manager of the retail department. This is one of the

largest baking enterprises of the city, I'mploying fifty-three men. Tlic condition of the plant

is perfectly sanitary, the utmost care being exercised as to cleanliness and also as to tlie

standard of excellence of their products. They use eleven delivery trucks and sixteen head

of horses. Seventy-five per cent of their business is in Bridgeport and suburbs, with twenty-

five per cent of their goods being shipped to other parts of the state, and they deliver all of

their own goods to the Bridgeport customers.

Mr. Roth was united in marriage to Miss Rosa Poilie and they now have five children,

Julius, Helen, Anna, Ernest and Michael. Mr. Roth is a member of the Hungarian church,

while his wife is of the Roman Catholic faith. He belongs to the Rakgorc Lodge, to the

Hungarian Business Men's Association and to various church societies. His position as a

progressive and prosperous business man is due to his own eff'orts. He has worked steadily

and persistently along lines that have brought forth success, and he is constantly striving to

improve in the business methods followed in his establishment, knowing that satisfied cus-

tomers are the beet advertisement. The Adams-Roth Baking Company is today a name that

is accepted as a synonym for excellence in bakery goods.

WILBUR ALBERT SMITH.

No contractor of Bridgeport has for a longer period bi'en identifieil with the building

interests of the city than Wilbur Albert Smith, who is still an active factor in building

operations here as senior partner in the firm of W. A. Smith & Son. He was born in Strat-

ford, Connecticut, in 1855, a son of Albert Curtis and Mary Ann (Creen) Smith, who were

natives of Stratford and Bridgeport respectively. The father was a son of .Tolui and .Miigail
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(Vose) Smith aiui they, too, were born in Stratford. Several representatives of the Smith

familv parti(i|)ated in tlie Hcvohitionary war, and during that conHict the British burned the

mill of .lolin Smith, «ho was both a farmer and sawmill owner. Albert Curtis Smith became

an early building contractor of Bridgeport but afterward returned to Stratford, where he

turned his attention to manufacturing interests. One of his sons, Franklin Curtis Smith,

was city editor of the Bridgeport Standard for many years. At the time of his death he

was secretary of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company. He married Jennie Stewart and they

had one son, Charles Albert, who became an Episcopal minister but is now general agent

for tlio Xurtlnvestern Mutual Life Insurance Company at Hammond, Indiana, and one

dauf'hter, (irace Stewart, who died at four years of age. Charles A. Smith is married and

has two sons. Stewart and Paul.

Wilbur Albert Smith acijuired a public school education and for a short time was in

business with his father but in 1880 came to Bridgeport and organized the firm of Savage &

Smitli, contractors, in 1882. He is today the oldest building contractor in Bridgeport who

lias been continuously identified with building interests. He carries on general contract work,

and to him were awarded the contracts for the erection of the Connecticut Bank building,

the Young Men's Christian Association building, the buildings of the Read Carpet Company,

the Public Market and many of the finest residences of the city. In fact he is recognized

as one of Bridgeport's leading contractors and has also done much work elsewhere at points

up the Hudson on Long Island, in New York city, in New Jersey and throughout this state.

Something of the volume of his business is indicated in the fact that he employs from one

hundred to two hundred workmen. He carries his own lumber stock and does manufacturing

for his own use, but does not retail to the trade. His son, Albert W., is now his associate,

the business being carried on under the firm name of W. A. Smith & Son.

In 1S82 Mr. Smith was. united in marriage to Miss Emily Seaman, w^ho was born on

Long Island and is a daughter of Samuel A. and Annie (Byrne) Seaman. Samuel A. Seaman

was descended from one of the three crown commissioners whose deed of conveyance for the

eastern part of Long Island made possible its sale to present property holders. To Mr. and

Mrs. Smith have been born two children, Albert Wilbur and Grace Stewart, the latter of

whom died at the age of sixteen years. Mr. Smith is an active member of the Seaside

Club, having served as president and having been for three years a member of tlie board

of governors, and has contributed much to its development.

Albert W. Smith, associated with his father in the contracting business, is a graduate

of the public schools of Bridgeport and further pursued his education in private schools and

under tutors. In young manhood he became associated with his father in the contracting

business and in erecting his first building he demolished a building that his grandfather

had built ami which his father had rebuilt. Thoroughness has characterized all that he has

undertaken and the firm name has ever been a synonym of a high standard of work.

On the ."-.th of (JT-tobcr, I'.IOT, Albert \V. Smith was married to Jliss Alice Ida Carson, a

native of London, Kngland, and they have one chihl, Alice Edith. Mr. Smith has not only

followed in liis fatlier's business footsteps but like him is a well known member of the

Seaside CMili. serving three years on the board of governors.

GEORGE HENRY LEE.

George Henry Lee, of Bridgeport, was connected with various navigation and com-

mercial interests "of the city. He was born in Sharon, Connecticut, May 29, 1851, a son of

George U. Lee, who in 18.'-,4 removed with his family to Bridgeport and was ]>roprietor

of the York House until 1801 as a member of the firm of Lee & Ingham. He afterward

conducted the Staples House for a short time and subsciuently removcl to State street.
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wiii'i't' lu" was propiic'tur oi a luiti'l until his duath, uiiicli ocuiuri'il in ISSd, ulu'n ho was

seventy-oni! years of a<;e. lie was hiiin in Salisbury, Connecticut, ami while there residing

served as captain of a militia company. He was also at one time a member of the police

force of Bridgeport for about two years and was ever a public-spirited citizen, doing all in

his power to further the general welfare. His political allegiance was ever given to the

republican party from the time of its organization.

George H. Lee, ,Sr., was niarrietl in Salisburj-, Connecticut, to Miss Mary C. Cliamberlain,

who died in lS'.)i;. In tlu' family were three chihiren: (ieorge Henry; Jennie E., who
became the wife of I>r Stratton, of San Francisco, California, and died in 1912; and Fannie,

who [lassed away in ISOj.

The only son pursued his eilui'ation in the schools of Bridgeport, supplementing his

public school training b\-| study in the private school of Emery F. Strong. In the mean-

time, however, he went to work to earn a living and with tlie money he saved paid his

tuition in the jjrivate school. For two years he was employed as. bookkeeper in the City

Bakery and was afterward with a steamboat company as freiglit clerk on the old steamship

"Bridgeport" and was on the "Laura" as purser. He was also employed in a similar capacity

for a time on the "Crystal Wave," these boats making trii)s between Bridgeport and New
York city. While thus engaged he carefully saved his earnings until the sum was sufficient

to enable him to establish a grocery store. With the passing years he developed a business

of considerable proportions and success attended his efforts up to the time of his retire-

ment, when on the 1st of August, I'JIO, he sold out. For a time he was engaged in the mer-

cantile business. He spent his last days in the enjoyment of well earned rest and derived a

substantial income from stores which he erected on State street and other property, for as he

prospered in his undertakings he made judicious investments in realty. He passed away May
31. 1U17, after a brief illness and was laid to rest in Mountain Grove cemetery.

In ISSl -Mr. Lee was united in marriage to Miss Esther Nelson, of Connecticut, who
was brought to Bridgeport by her parents during her early girlhood. She died May 28,

1910. and in October, 1913, Mr. Lee wedded Mrs. Nancy F. Stevenson. Fraternally he was
connected with the Red Men and he belonged also to the Seaside Club. He never sought

to figure prominently in public life as an office seeker but was always loyal in matters

of citizenship and in business he exemplified the strength of his character, working his

way steadily upward along the well defined lines of labor until enterprise and industry

placed him among the prosperous residents of his city.

FRARAY HALE, M. D.

Dr. Fraray Hale, engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery in Bridgeport, was born

in Wallingfor<l. Connecticut, .July 28, 1882, and is the elder of the two sons of Fraray and

Eflie C. (Ivesi Hale, who are still residents of Wallingford. The family is an old one in this

state, dating back to the early part of the seventeenth century. The immigrant ancestor was
Samuel Hale, who came from Wales, and the line of descent is traced down through Samuel

(H), Thomas, Timothy, Isaac and three Frarays to Dr. Fraray Hale of this review, who

represents the family in the ninth generation. It was Thomas Hale in the above line who
married Sarah Frary and thus the frequency of the name among their descendants. Isaac

Hale, the great-great-grandson of Samuel Hale, the founder, and the great-great-grandfather

of Dr. Hale of this review, was a Revolutionary war soldier.

Dr. Hale was graduated from the St. .John's Military Academy at Manlius, New York,

with the class of 1901 and received his Bachelor of Arts degree upon graduation from

Amherst College in 19113. He then determined upon the practice of medicine as a life work
and entered the medical department of Columbia I'niversity of New York, from which he

Vol. tl— 14
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received his M. 1). (Icfrrcc in I'.IO'J. lie spent a year and a hall" thereafter in the City

Hospital of New York and iias been actively engaged in the practice of medicine and

surgery in Bridgeport since 1913. In the intervening period he has made steady progress,

the public recognizing his growing skill and ability to cope with intricate and involved

problems of health. He keeps in touch with the trend of modern advancement in the line

of his profession through his membership in the Bridgeport Medical Society, the Fairfield

County Medical Society, the Connecticut State Medical Society and the American Medical

Association. He also belongs to the New York City Hospital Alumni Association.

Dr. Hale gives his political allegiance to the republican party but has never consented

to become a candidate for office. He turns for recreation to the golf links and is also a

member of the Seaside and the Brooklawn Clubs, while the rules that govern his conduct

are indicated in the fact that he has membership in the Episcopal church. In a word, his

has been an active, useful, honorable and well spent life and he lias made for himself a

creditable position in professional circles.

GEORGE KJPPEX BIRDSEYE.

Along the path of an orderly progression George Kippen Birdse^'e reached the goal of

success and his life record in its well defined purposes and carefully executed plans may
well serve to inspire and encourage others, showing what may be accomplished when there

is a will to dare and to do. The attainment of success, however, was not the sole end and

aim of his life. He was interested in all those things which have to do with public progress

and which further the welfare of the community and by reason of his sterling worth there

are many who yet cherish his memory. Bridgeport numbered him among her native sons,

his birth having here occurred May 15, 1838. His parents were Ezekiel and Marj' E. (Kippen)

Birdseye, the former a direct descendant of John Birdseye, who came from England in 1636,

jiccompanied by his brotlier Eben, who settled at Middletown, while John Birdseye took up

his abode at Stratford, Coimecticut. Ezekiel Birdseye was born near Bridgeport and at one

time lived in New Y'ork, but returned to this city, where his last days were passed, his

death occurring in his home on Fairfield avenue. He was the fir.st dry goods merchant on

Main street, in Bridgeport, and for forty years conducted business where the crockery store

of F. E. Beach now stands.

After reaching adult age George K. Birdseye joined his father in the firm of Birdseye

& Company and in that connection received his initial commercial training, which well

qualified him for the duties and responsibilities that he later assumed and constituted the

initial step toward the attainment of the substantial success which ultimately came to him.

Upon severing his connection with his father's business he entered into partnership with

Archibald McNeil for the conduct of a fruit business and afterward he became proprietor

of a wholesale grocery house, in which he specialized in spices for many years. He was thus

prominently associated with commercial interests of Bridgeport and carefully managed and

conducted his affairs, ever recognizing the fact that satisfied patrons are the best advertise-

ment. Moreover, tlie integrity of his business methods w^as never called in question and thus

as the years passed his |iatr(inage steadily increased. At length, having acquired a handsome

competence, he retired from active business life. His death occurred November 13, 1906.

In 18.57 Mr. Birdseye was united in marriage to Miss Martha \V. Hatch, a daughter of

Horace F. and Mary Ann (Tyson) Hatch, the latter a native of New Jersey and daughter

of John Tyson, a Revolutionary soldier. The former was born in Bridgeport and was a son

of Daniel Hatch, a seafaring man, who was active in the coast service and spent his life in

this locality. Horace F. Hatch did not follow marine interests but turned his attention to

mercantile pursuits, conducting a retail store on Water street for the sale of hats, caps and



BRIDGEPORT AND YICIXJTY 353

furs. He rcmaiiud in active business for a long period but retired a few years prior to hia

death. He was a trustee of the City Savings Bank in 1880. He was i)rominent in com-
munity afi'airs and for several years served as a member of the city council, e.xercising his

ollicial prerogatives in support of many measures for the public good. His political allegiance

was given to the whig party and upon its dissolution he joined the ranks of the new
republican party. Both he and his wife were members of the North churcli. Her death

occurred when she was llfty-nine years of age, while Mr. Hatch survived until 1900 and
reached the venerable age of eighty-six years. In tlieir family were four children, two of

whom have jiassed away, the others being Mrs. Birdseye and Mrs. Alida V. Goodsell. To
the marriage of Jlr. and .Mrs. Birdseye were bom two sons and a daughter, Herbert, Frank
H. and .Mary.

After retiring from active business life Mr. Birdseye was elected a member of the board

of aldermen of Bridgeport and at one time he was a member of the board of supervisors.

He took a most active and helpful interest in everything that pertained to the city's

welfare and cooperated heartily in every movement for the general good. He belonged to the

Business Men's Association, of which he was at one time secretary, and he delivered many
interesting lectures upon historical themes at the Bridgeport Tublic Library, being familiar

with many of the events which have liad most to do with shaping the history of the city.

ABRAHAM BERNSTEIN, M. D.

Dr. Abraham Bernstein, engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery in Bridgeport,

was born in Poland, December 20. 1884. and in 1895 was brought to the United States by
his parents, the family home being established in Ansonia. Connecticut. There he continued

his education until graduated from the high school with the class of 1904. He studied

medicine at Yale, where he completed his course in 1908, winning his jjrofessional degree. He
was afterward an interne in the Bridg<'port Hospital for a year and a lialf and thus gained

the broad practical and valuable experience which only hospital work can give. He entered

upon the private practice of medicine on the 1st of January, 1910, and has since been very

successful, his practice growing year by year. He is located at No. 472 State street, where
ho owns an attractive home. He belongs to the Fairfield County Medical .Society, the

Connecticut .'>tate Medical Society and the American Medical Association and thus he keeps

in touch with the trend of modern jirofessional thought.

On the 21st of September, lUKi, Dr. Bernstein was married to Jliss Theresa Scher, a

daughter of .Jacob Scher. a jeweler carrying on business on Main street in Bridgeport. Dr.

Bernstein holds membership with the Society of B'nai B'rith and is also a Knight of Pythias.

He has a wide acquaintance and he is constantly advancing in the profession to which he is

devoting his life.

SIDNEY R. ADAMS.

Sidney R. Adams, president of the Adams-Rotli Baking Company, has a splendidly

equipped plant and one of the largest and most important business enterprises of this

character not only in Bridgeport but in Connecticut. He has been a lifelong resident ot

this state, his birtli having occurred at Xorwalk. .Tanuary 8, 1857, and when he was but six

months old. his parents, Rufus and Mary E. (Lockwood) Adams removed with their family

to Wilton, Connecticut, settling on a small farm there.

Spending his youthful days under the jiarental roof. Sidney R. Adams attended district
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school Xo. 6 and aftiTward spout a short term in a private school. He was, however, obliged

to put aside his textbooks and enter the business world in order to provide for his own
support. On attaininj; his majority he removed to Bethel, Connecticut, where he worked at

various periods at tlie hat trade, at the butcher business and in the bakery business and in the

latter connection laid the foundation for his later success. In May, 1888, he removed to

Bridjieport, where he started work as a baker, and he soon had an interest in the Adams &
Hurr retail bakery on Main street. Later he sohi his interest to his partner and then began

business for himself at East Main and Steuben streets, there remaining for three years. At

the end of that time Mr. Adams purchased the ground and built the block across the street

at Seymour and East Main streets and at that point embarked in the wholesale bakery

business. At the time he felt that his establishment was large enough to supply Bridgeport

and vicinity for years to come but by April, 1916, his business had outgrown its quarters and

conditions demanded enlarged facilities. The Adams-Roth Baking Company was then formed

and incorporated with a capital stock of one hundred thousand dollars. Today their plant

covers a ground plot two hundred by two hundred and ninety feet and contains eight big

ovens. In his bakery goods Mr. Adams has always maintained the highest standard of

excellence and his output has found a ready sale, leading to the continued growth of his trade.

In Wilton, Connecticut, Mr. Adams was united in marriage to Miss Cornelia S. Dickerson,

of Succasunna, New Jersey, and they have two rhildren: Sylvia Esther, the wife of William

A. Nothnagle, of Stratford, Connecticut, by whom she has two children, Esther Cornelia and

William Alfred, Jr.; and Anna Gertrude, the wife of William C. Gerbich, by whom she has

one child, Sidney Adams, named in honor of his grandfather.

Mr. Adams belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and also has membership

with the National Association of Master Bakers. He came to Bridgeport with only two

hundred and fifty dollars and with that capital as a foundation he has built up the super-

structure of his success through hard labor, close application and sound discrimination.

With his developing powers he has gradually extended his trade connections and is today

at the head of one of the foremost business enterprises of Bridgeport.

FELIX EOMETSGH.

I'Vlix Kometsch, a well known business man of Bridgeport, was born in tlie kingiloni

of Wurttemberg, Germany, on the 23d of September, 1847, and is a son of Louis and Ottilie

Romctsch. also natives of Wurttemberg. For many years the father was engaged in the

manufacture of dolls' heads in the city of Stuttgart but in 1869 came to America after

the death of his wife. Locating in New York city he became a manufacturer of molds for

making fancy candy by confectioners. In 1883 he removed to New Haven, Connecticut, but

later returned to New York, where his death occurred.

In the land of his nativity Felix Rometsch was reared and educated but having decided

to try his fortune in the new world he crossed the Atlantic in 1865, four years before his

father came to the United States. This was immediately after the Civil war, when farm

labor was very scarce in the south, and southern plantation owners had agents in New York

city hiring all such help as was available. Thus it came about that Mr. Rometsch was hired

and went to Alabama, where for two years he was emjiloyed on a cotton plantation. He was

four years in Tennessee, where he was similarly employed, and then went to soutliern

Indiana, where he worked on toliaci-o plantations for six years. It was about 1877, when

Mr. Rometsch returned to New York city, where his father tlum resided, he having emigrated

from Germany about 1869. In New York city he learned the making of display forms for

corsets and devoted several years to that business before he established a business of

his own for making plaster casts and molds for the making of fancy candy and fani'y candy
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boxes, known as French eamly boxes. In 1S83 he became a resident of New Haven, Con-

necticut, where he was in the employ of tlie I'nion Form Company for several years, making
corset disphiy forms, and wIk'h that company was dissolved all the ciiiployes went to New
York. .Subsequently Mr. Konietsch removed to Norwich, Connecticul, and took ciiarge of the

form making department of the Norwich Nicklc and Brass Comjiany. In 188',). however, he

came to Hrid^'eport as manager of the dis]ilay form dc|iartment for Warner Brothers Corset

Company and remained with them live years. Having decided to discontinue that branch of

their business Mr. Rometseh persuaded tluit company Ui promise that they would give him

all their orders for display forms, which they have ever since continued to do. He not only

has the patronage of Warner Brothers but also makes all the forms for a number of other

corset companies, including the La Resista, the Batcheller and the Crown, lie has met with

success in this undertaking and now furnishes employment to about twelve hands. For the

past eight years his slio]) has been located at lOL'T llmisatunic avenue.

In New York city, November 1, 1884, Mr. Konu^tscli was united in nuirriage to Miss

Anna Linck, also a native of Germany, who came to America in childhood and died in

BridgeiJort in June, 1916. By this union were born two children, nanudy: Ottilie, now
the wife of August Chambelis, inspector for the Yost Typewriter Company; and William

H., who is with Warner Brothers Corset Company at Bridgeport.

Mr. Rometseh makes his home at No. :!0 Randall avenue. He is a member of the

Universalist church and is a believer in the principles of the democratic party but at the

polls votes an independent ticket, supporting the men whom he believes best qualified to

fill the olfices regardless of party ties. In business allairs he has always been found thorouglily

reliable and he well merits the high esteem in which he is held.

CLARENCE E. C. ATKINS, D. D. S.

Dr. Clarence E. C. Atkins, engaged in the practice of dentistry in Bridgeport with office

in the Security building, was born in Nova Scotia, October S. 1880, a son of Charles Edward
and Marguerite Augusta (Schutz) Atkins, who were natives of Nova Scotia and of Buffalo,

New York, respectively. The father was for many years actively engaged in the manufacture

of cigars, and is now living in Orlando, Florida, but the mother passed away in 1914.

During his childhood the parents of Dr. Atkins removed to Bridgeport. Here he grew to

manhood, acquiring his education in the public schools. While still in his teens. Dr. Atkins

put aside his textbooks and for several years traveled extensively through the south and

west, also visiting Mexico and British Columbia and returning in 1900 to become associated

with his father in the cigar manufacturing business, Charles E. Atkins, Sr., being at that

time the proprietor of three different stores in Bridge[)ort. He carried on both a retail and

wholesale business and in the manufacture of cigars employed a considerable number of

workmen. At length Dr. Atkins determined to turn his attention fr{un I'ommercial to

professiomil interests and in 190.5 became a student in the Pliiladelpliia Dental College, from

which he was graduated in 1908. He began the pr.actice of dentistry in Bridgeport. For a

short time he was associated with Dr. Frederick Hindsley and since that time he has con-

tinuously followed his profession in his own office in this city. He is presiilent of the

Bridgeport Dental Society, a fact which indicates his popularity among his fellow iiractitioners.

He was previously secretary of the society for three terms. He also belongs to the State

and National Dental Societies, and lie enjoys the full confidence and regard of his colleagues

and contemporaries.

On the Kith of August, 191.';. Dr. Atkins was married to Miss Lillian Robie Spencer, a

native of Bridgeport, where she is widely known socially. The doctor gives his political

support to (he republican party and fraternallj' is coiinecteil with the Imiiroved Order of Red
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Men. He enjoys baseball, football, lisliin^, hunting, boating, a good sadJle horse and a motor

car, but his chief recreations are horseback riding and motoring. He is fond of music and a

guitarist of no mean ability. Dr. Atkins is a young man alert, energetic and actively interested

in the welfare of his community and maintains a high professional and personal reputation.

ROBERT DOUGLAS ROLLER, .]R., M. D.

Dr. Robert Douglas Roller, .Jr., phj'sician and surgeon of Bridgeport, who is associated

with Dr. W. Lee Woadon in the ownership of the Galen Hospital, was born in Richmond,

Virginia, May 24, 1879, a son of the Rev. Robert Douglas and Carrie (Booker) Roller, who
are also natives of the Old Dominion. The father is an Episcopal minister, now rector of

iSt. John's church of Charleston, West \'irginia, where he has served for nearly thirty years.

Dr. Roller was reared in CharU^ston and acquired his more specifically literary education

in the University of West Virginia at Morgantown, from which he was graduated in 1900.

Later he entered upon preparation for the practice of medicine and surgery and in 1905 won
his M. D. degree from the University College of Medicine at Richmond, Virginia. For nine

years thereafter he continued in active practice in West Virginia but in 1915 removed to

Bridgeport and became identified with the Galen Hospital as one of its owners and managers,

entering into business relations with Dr. W. Lee Weadon, a former classmate in the medical

college. He keeps in touch with the trend of modern thought and scientific investigation

along the lines of medical and surgical practice as a member of the Bridgeport, the Fairfield

County, the Connecticut State and the American Medical Associations. He specializes in

internal medicine and is now clinical assistant in the department of medicine in the New
York Post Graduate School.

In leisure hoiirs Dr. Roller finds pleasure and companionship in the University, Seaside

and Brooklawn Clubs and he is also well known in Masonic circles, having taken the degrees

of lodge, chapter and conimandery, while in his life he exemplifies the beneficent spirit upon

which the craft is founded.

FREDERICK C. ECKART.

Frederick C. Eckart is a factor in the business develojmu'nt of Bridgeport as senior partner

of the Eckart Brothers Brewing Company. He was born in this city in 1879, of the marriage

of George and Caroline Eckart, who in 1S65 emigrated from Meiningen, Germany, to the

United States. They first settled in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, but in 18GS came to Bridgeport

and here the father, in association witli a half-brother, Frederick Ehrsam, established the

Eagle Brewing Company, which is now known as the Eckart Brothers Brewing Company.

The father passed away in 1889, but the mother survives To them were born three children:

Frederick C, of this review; Georgi', who is the junior ]iartner in the Eckart Brothers

Brewing Company; ami Louise, who marrieil Franz Schulz, of Bridgeport.

Frederick C. Eckart graduated from the high school in Bridgeport and then went to

New York city, where he took a full course at the National Brewers College, receiving the

degree of Master Brewer. In further prejiaration for his life work he was connected for

some time with the .lohii Kress lirewing Company of New York city and was for two

and a half years employed by the .lames Wallace Brewing Company, also of New York.

He thus added to his theorc'tical knowledge broad practical experience and upon his return

to Bridgeport was qualified to take an active part in the management of the brewery

established by his father. In 189G he and his brother took over the concern, which they
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reorganized under tlie name of the Kukart Brothers Brewing Company. In the intervenin"
twenty-one years they have added many improvements to the plant, the most important
being a large bottling works. Tliey employ an average of fifteen men and two trucks are
required in delivering their goods to various parts of tlie city. They make liigh class porter,

beer and ale, and the local demand for their product is so great that almost the entile

output of the brewery is sold in Bridgeport.

-Mr. Eekart was married in 19U2 to Miss Louise CuiiiiiMgham, of Bridgeport, and they
have three children: Carl, John and Louise. It is the intention of Mr. Eekart to give all

of his children a college education. Fraternally he is connected with the Benevolent Protec-

tive Order of Elks and the Improved Order of Red Men. In polities he is an independent
democrat but the demands of his private business interests have been so heavy that he has
had no time to take an active part in [lublic affairs. Among his salient characteristics are

determination, energy and good judgment, qualities which go far toward insuring success

in an}- lield of endeavor.

LOnS KUTSCHER, .JR.

Louis Kutscher, Jr., the president of the Home IJrewing Company of Bridgeport, was
born in New York city about forty-eight years ago and during his infancy was brought to

Bridgeport by his father, Louis Kutscher, a native of Hanover, Germany, who in his boyhood
days was brought to the new world by his parents. For a number of years he resided in

Bridgeport, where he engaged in the bottling and sale of Weiss beer. He founded a brewery,

which he developed, building up a large and profitable business. He died in the year 1916.

He was an active and public-spirited citizen and gave generous support to many well defined

plans for promoting the public welfare. He lived retired from 1890 until his demise, h&
business being taken over by his sons.

The birth of Louis Kutscher, Jr., occurred in New York citj-, April 16, 1868, and in the

public schools and a business college of Bridgeport he pursued his education. On attaining

his majority he entered the bottling and brewing business in connection with his father

and upon the latter's retirement he and his brother, William F. Kutscher, succeeded to the

business of brewing and bottling Weiss beer under the name of Kutscher Brothers. The
association was maintained between tliem until March 15, 1896. when the partnership was
formally terminated, and not long afterward Louis Kutscher became connected with the

management of the Hartmann Brewing Company, contributing greatly to the success of that

undertaking and the upbuilding of the interests of the tirm. When the Hartmann brewing

interests were reorganized and enlarged and the firm name was changed to the Home
Brewing Company Mr. Kutscher succeeded to the presidency of the new firm after havin"

previously acted as jiresident of the old. He is therefore at the head of a business which

is one of the important jiroductive industries of the kind in Bridgeport, with a capacity of

one hundred thousand barrels. The plant is splendidly equipped with modern machinery

necessary in their line, is operated by motor power, and they have their own water system

and electric plant. His brother, William F. Kutscher, with whom he was formerly in part-

nership, continued in business alone for a time and then sold out to the Hartmann Brewery

in 1S99. Aside from his otlier interests Louis Kutscher is connected with the American (iun

Barrel Manufacturing Company of New Haven and is the vice president and one of the

directors of the American Bank & Trust Company.

On the 20th of April, 1S97, Mr. Kutscher was united in marriage to Miss Flora Weber, a

daughter of Robert Weber, a prominent citizen of Bridgeport, who for a number of vears

was town clerk. They have become the parents of two sons and a daughter, Louis, Robert

and Flora, all at home.
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Jii [)()litii-s Mr. Kuts(-hor is a ili'inociat anil fur .some time served mi tlic park hoard

and has also been a member of the commission government plan committee. He has attained

high rank in Masonry, having reached the tliirty-second degree in the consistory, while with

the Nobles of the Jlystic Shrine he has crossed the sands of the desert. He also lias mcin-

bership with tlic Klks, the Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias an<l he belongs to the

Arion swinging Society. He is a public-spirited man, cooperating in many plans and move-

ments for the general good, giving strong endorsement and generous financial support to

various projects wliich have been promoted for the welfare of the city. He is now a member

of the Second Company of the Governor's Foot Guard and he has important club connections,

being an c.xpresident of the Algonquin Club and a member of the New Haven I'nion League.

GEORGE FREDERICK ECTCART.

George Frederick Eckart, junior partner of the Eckart Brothers Brewing Company, was

born in Bridgeport in 1883, in the room wliicli is now used as the office of the brewery, but

which was then one of the family living rooms, as for some time the family resided above

the brewery. The busi»ess was established in 1868 by his father, George Eckart. further

mention of whom appears in the sketch of Frederick C. Eckart elsewhere in this work.

George F. Eckart completed the work of the grades in the Bridgeport schools and took

a short course in the high school, after which he attended the National Brewers College at

New York city, which conferred upon him the degree of Master Brewer on the completion

of his course. He then returned to Bridgeport and at once became connected with the Eckart

Brothers Brewery, of which he is junior partner. He has worked in every department,,

including collecting, selling, brewing and bottling, and is now serving in the important

capacity of brewmastcr. The senior member of the firm is his brother, Frederick C. Eckart.

They em])loy fifteen men on an average and \ise two trucks in the delivery of their product,

including beer, ale and porter, to all parts of the city, the local markets utilizing practically

all of the output. In 1907 the company organized the Eckart Brothers Bottling Works and

erected a large building to house this concern adjoining the brewery.

In 1906 George F. Eckart was united in marriage to Miss Dorothy (Jilhert, of Triuiibull,

Connecticut, and they have six children: Charlotte; George F., w'ho is named for his father;

Caroline, who is named in honor of her paternal grandmother; Harold; Dorothy, who is her

niotliir's namesake; and Frederick, who is named for his uncle, Frederick C. Eckart. The

four older children are attending the Bridgeport schools, and Mr. Eckart intends to give

all the best jiossible educational advantages.

He is an independent democrat in politics and his religious faith is indicated by his

membership in Trinity Episcopal church. Fe belongs to no lodges or clubs and when not

at home or at work spends his time hunting or fishing. He holds the record for the biggest

bass caught in tlie lierkshire Hills in New Hampshire and is well known as a sportsman.

He possesses tlie initiative and confidence characteristic of a young man and also has the

soundness of judgment necessary to the successful management of large business interests.

ARTHUR H. MOORE.

Arthur If. Moore, manager of the estimating and sales departments of the Briilgeport

Metal (Joods Manufacturing Comjiany, was born in Newtown. Connecticut, December 20, 1878,

his parents being Andrew C. and Frances ( Fairchild) Moore, the former a native of Canada,

while the latter was born in Newtown, Connecticut, where the Fairchilds settled at a very



BKUXiKl'OKT AND VJCIXITY 363

early day. In oarly manhood Andrew C. lloore was a mechanic and became a nianiiraiturer

but is now following the occupation of farming in Newtown.
Arthur H. Moore acquired a jiublic school education, supplemented by further study in

Xewtown Academy, and he made his initial step in the business world as an employe in the

W^hecler & ANilson factory in IS'.Hi. He afterward became connected with the Bridgeport

Brass Company, which he re[ireseiited for eighteen years, eventually having charge of the

estimating department. Jlis lidelity and capability were plainly indicated in his long con
nection with that corporation. In 1910 he came to the Bridgeport Metal Goods Manufacturin"
Comi)any, assuming charge of the estimating and sales departments, and in that connection
still continues, his previous e.\perience well cjualifxing him for the responsibilities that
now devolve upon him.

On the 3d of October. 1907, Jlr. Moore was united in marriage to Miss Ethel Holroyd,
a native of Bridgeport and a daughter of Mathew and Ermina Holroyd. The children of this

marriage are Evelyn Frances, Mildred ,Tane and Arthur Holroyd. Jlr. Moore has been ipiite

active in ifasonie circles. He belongs to St. .John's Lodge, Xo. 2, is a past thrice illustrious

master of Jerusalem Council. R. & ,S. M., and is now standard bearer of Hamilton Com-
mandery. No. 5, K. T. He lias also attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite

and is a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. He belongs likewise to the Weatogue Country Club
and is appreciative of the social amenities of life, while his genial nature is such as sheds

around him mucli of life's sunshine.

FREDERIC .JOSEPH ADAMS, M. D.

Dr. Frederic Joseph Adams, who, actively engaged in the practice of medicine in Bridge-

port, specializes in gynecology, has won wide recogniti(ui as an able representative of the

profession, working his way up by individual merit based ujion thorough preliminary prepara-

tion and continued study. He was born in Saline. Michigan, December 7, 1868, a son of the

Rev. Frederick H. Adams, who was born in London. England, and in 1848 came to the

United States. He was graduated from the Peekskill Military Academy of New York in

1854 and then in preparation for the ministry pursued a course in the General Theological

Seminary of New York. Immediately afterward he began the work of preaching the gospel

in the Congregational church and for about fifty years was well known as a clergyman in

New Y'ork, Michigan, Connecticut and Rhode Island. In the pursuit of his labors he was
not denii'd tlie full harvest nor tlie aftermath, and his intluence constituted an effective

force in promoting the moral progress of the communities in which he lived. He married
Electa Jeannette Booth, who was born in Trumbull, Connecticut, a daugliter of Walter Booth
a farmer, and Jlrs. Adams still survives. She has two sons, the elder being Walter Booth
Adams, who for many years has been professor of materia medica and therapeutics in a

medical college at Beirut. Syria.

The younger son. Dr. Frederic J. Adams, acquired his jireliminary education in the

public schools of New Hartford. Connecticut, being graduated from tlie high school with

the class of 1885. He completed a course in the Robbins school at Norfolk. Connecticut, in

1887 and was graduated from the academic department of the L'niversitv of New York in

1891, while his professional degree was won from the medical department of the New York
University in 1895. His father and brother were both graduates of the same school and the

work of the family has been a most valuable contribution to the medical profession. Dr.

F. J. Adams obtained his initial experience by six months" connection with the .1. Hood
W'right Hospital. He sjicnt a year in the Bellevue Hospital and four months in the Chambers
Street Hospital, also two months in the Broome Street Lying-in Hospital, all of these institu-

tions b( ing in New York. His hospital experience came to him ere his grarluation in isu.').
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since wliicli year lie lias been in active i)ractice in Bridgeport, being now located at No. 339

West avenue, where he owns a splendid home in which luxury, comfort and artistic adornment

are most harmoniously blended. In his practice he has specialized in gynecology and his

opinions along that line have in large measure been respected as standard by his fellow

jiractitioners of Bridgejiort and the state.

On the 21st of December, 189S, Dr. Adams was married to Miss Mildred May Ueamer,

of liriilgeiiort. and they have one child, Alice Electa. Dr. Adams is a member of the People's

Presbyterian church and the Psi Upsilon, a college fraternity. As a Mason he is identified

with Corinthian Lodge of Bridgeport and he also belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order

of Elks. On both sides he is descended from ancestry represented in the Revolutionary

war, so tliat he is entitled to membership with the Sons of the American Revolution. He

belongs to the Bridgeport Club and to the Weatogue Club of Stratford and he finds relaxation

from onerous professional duties and cares in golf and music. For thirteen years, or since

1904, he has been connected with the Connecticut National Guard and in October, 1916, was

appointed chief surgeon by Governor Holcomb with the rank of major. He belongs to the

Bridgeport Medical Society. Fairfield County Medical Society, Connecticut State Medical

Association and the American Medical Association, and his professional duties are ever

regarded as his foremost interest. He has ever fully recognized the obligations and respon-

sibilities devolving upon him in tliis connection and has earnestly striven to make his

service of the greatest pos.^ible worth, accomplishing this end through that wide study and

investigation which leads to broadened experience and greater accuracy.

J. WALTER SCHEFFER.

.T. Walter Scheffer, attorney at law, is now successfully practicing in Bridgeport. He

was born in Meridcn. Connecticut, July 1, 1885, a son of Thomas and Katie (Haas) ScliefTer,

who are residents of that city. The father, who is a chemist, was born in the province of

Quebec, Canada, while the mother is a native of New Haven, Connecticut. On the paternal

side the family is of Holland Dutch descent and on the maternal side of German, Irish and

English lineage. Mrs. Schefl'er was a daughter of .lolin Haas, who was born in Germany but

came to the United States prior to the Civil war and served as a Union soldier during that

conllict, being on one occasion wounded in battle.

.1. Walter Seheffer was reared in Meriden and graduated from the high school of that

city with tlie class of 1905. He afterward spent a year in the Drexel Institute of Phila-

delphia, where he studied electrical engineering and later he began jireparation for the bar,

spending four years in the law department of the George Washington University, from

which he was graduated with the LL. B. degree in 1914. The following year he was admitted

to the Connecticut state bar and at once began practice in Bridgeport, being associated with

Marsh. Stoddard & Day until February 1, 1917. Since then he has been practicing as an

individual. While one of the younger representatives of tlie profession in this city he has

already made a good start and his qualifications promise success for the future. Along with

those qualities indispensable to the lawyer—a keen, rapid, logical mind, plus the business

sense and a ready capacity for liard work—he brought to the starting point of his legal

career the gifts of eloqueiue of language and a strong personality. He displays a thorough

grasp of the law with ability to accurately apply its principles, wliicli constitutes a strong

factor in his elliciency as an advocate. Mr. ScbefTer passed a successful civil service examina-

tion in 1909 and for several years was in the civil service department of the Ignited States

government, being tlius connected during the four years in which he studied in the George

Washington University, his position being that of stenographer and private secretary, for

which work he was qualified by a course in the Butler Business College of New Haven, from
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whicli lie was grailuatiHl in 1907. While in the government service his position was first

witli the navy ilepartinent and later with the eomnieree department, in the IJureau of Cor-

porations. His work in this department consisted of work ou the study of trusts and
corporations, and for one year he assisted in an investigation throughout the country of tlie

Harvester trust. H(' worked his way steadily upward in the government service and became
private secretary to (ieorge Rublee, member of the Federal Trade Commission.

Mr. Sehell'er holds membership with I'lii Sigma Kappa, a college fraternity. His religious

faith is indicated in his membership in St. Augustine's Roman Catholic church. Along pro-

fessional lines he is connected with the City and County Bar Associations, and he is putting

forth every ellort to make legitimate advancement in the profession which he has determined
upon as a life work.

fJILES V. FULLMER.

(iiles C. Fullmer, master m.'clianic with the Bridg.-[iort Metal (Joods Manufacturing
Company, is a native of Herkimer, New York He was born October 20, IStiS, of the
marriage of Theodore R. and Mary E. (Squires) Fullmer. After acquiring a public school

education he attended the FairKehl Seminary of New York and starte<i out in the business
world as an employe of H. M. Quackenbush, gun maiuifacturers of Herkimer, New York.
His entire life activities have been directed along industrial lines, in which connection he
has gradually Avorki'd his way upward. He was for a time with the Remington Arms
Company of Ilion, New York, and was afterward with the Remington Typewriter Company.
Removing to Niagara Falls, he became superintendent of .the Kelley-McBean Manufacturing
Company and later he was with the Dougherty Typo Company of Kittanning. Pennsyl-
vania, as master mechanic. His next position was with the ?iIcMillan Typesetting Machine
Company of Syracuse, New York, in whicli connection he had charge of the business. He
then went to the Brady Manufacturing Company to make a model typewriter and in 1S90

he became associated with the Bridgeport Brass Company in the model machinery and experi-

mental department. His identification with the Bridgeport Metal Goods ^Lallufacturillg

Company dates from .March, 190!), and through the intervening period he has been master
mechanic. His )ireliniinary training thoroughly qualified him for the responsibilities which
devolve upon him in this connection. He is an expert workman and added to his notable

skill is a spirit of initiative and inventive genius that has contributed to the success of the

various concerns whicli he lias represented.

In ISSS Mr. Fullmer was married to Miss Lucy Park, of Little Falls, New Y'ork. He
belongs to the New England Order of Protection and he is well and favorably known in

business circles of his adopted city, while during the period of his residence in Biidgeport

he has also gained manv friends.

BENJAMIN BROOKS FINKELSTONE, M. D.

I>r. Benjamin Brooks Finkelstone, a Bridgeport physician numbered among the aliiiiini

of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Baltimore, was born in New Y'ork city, .July

4, 1887, and is the eldest of the three sons of .lacob Finkelstone, who is inspector of excava-

tions of the city of Bridgeport, which position he has held for six years. Dr. Finkelstone

came to this city with his parents in 1893 and the family home has since been nuiintained

here. He has two brothers, both of whom are lawyers of this city.

In the attainment of his education Dr. Finkelstone attended the public schools until
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graduated from tlio lii^li scIkiuI witli tlie class of 1905. For four years lie studied in the

medical department of Yale and afterward entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons

of Baltimore, from which he was graduated in 1910, winning the M. D. degree. Following

his return to Bridgeport he was house surgeon in St. Vincent's Hospital for a year and later

was assistant house surgeon in the Lying-in Hospital of New York in 1911 and 1912. Since

the latter year he has engaged in the general practice of medicine and is accorded a liberal

and growing [latronage. He is also chief of the obstetrical department of St. Vincent's

Hospital and he belongs to the County and State Medical Societies, to the American Medical

Association and the Alumni Society of the New Y'ork Lying-in Hospital. He writes largely

for medical publications and his contributions to the literature of his profession are regarded

as most valuable. Among his contributions of this character can be mentioned;^ "Accessory

or Aberrant Pancreas" and "Ksophago-Tracheal Fistula in the New Born," which appeared

in the Journal of the American Medical Association: and "Cholelithiasis Complicating Preg-

nancy," published in the American Journal of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.

Dr, Finkelstone has been tendered an appointment as a member of the International Board

of Health, connected with the Rockefeller Foundation, for investigation of the hookworm

disease at the government mines in Piang China. He has done some cancer research work

at varied intervals.

Dr. Finkelstone holds membership witli the Benevolent Protective Order of Klks and

adheres to the religious faith of his fathers, who were of the Hebrew race. His time and

attention are chiefly concentrated upon his prafessional duties and his growing ability has

gained him prominence in his chosen field.

NELSON C. LUND.

Nelson C. Lund, manager of the West End Theatre, was born in Germany February

14, 1881. and attended public schools there until tliirtecn years of age, when in 1S94 he

crossed the .\tlantic to the new world and became a resident of Bridgeport, where he con-

tinued his education for two years. When a youth of sixteen he entered the employ of the

Ashcroft Company of Bridgeport, with whom he remained for twelve years. During this

period he displayed much interest in amusements and music and taught music while working

with the Ashcroft Company. At length he bought out the Little Theatre, a moving picture

house, but realized that he could not attend to three lines at once—the sliop work, the

teaching of music and the theatre, so concentrated his efforts upon the last named. He is

now the manager of the famous West End Theatre, wliich lie built in 1910 and which then

had a seating capacity of four hundred. In three years lie enlarged it so that its seating

capacity was seven hundred and eighty, and two years ago he rebuilt it so that it will now

seat twelve hunilrcd. It is thus one of the oldest yet one of the ne\vest theatres of Bridge-

port and is <levoti'd exclusively to moving pictures. It is thoroughly modern in every way

and beautifully ei|ui])]H(l. Mr. Lund was the first man to use an orchestra in a moving

picture theatre and now has an eight-i)iece orchestra, constituting one of the attractive

features of the house. Possessing marked musical ability himself, he naturally pays much

attention to featuring music in connectiiui with tlie pnnUiction of the films. He has fran-

chises witli the Selznick. the Clara Kimball Young, the (!. W. Cohen, the Douglas Fairbanks,

the Paramount, the Metro, the Brady and the New Art ]iictures and also the Chaplin and

Linder comedies.

On the 14tli of February. 190:!, in Bridgeport, Mr. Lund was married to Miss Alberta L.

WoodhuU. daughter of Henry and Mary A. (Hulse) WoodhuU, and to this union have been

born two children: Gladys, who was born in 190") and died when seven years old; and Harold

WoodhuU, born March 10, 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Lund hold membership in the Lutheran
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churcli and he belongs to St. Joliii's Loil^o, A. F. & A. M. and Aroaniun lodge, I. O. (). F.

He became the youngest member of Dcucy Camp of the Modern Woodmen of America, and

he belongs to the National Fraternal League, which draws its membersliip only from tliose

who are connected with the JIasonie. fraternity, and is a charter nu'mlieV of tlie Kiwanis

Club, which was organized in I'.llT. He is one of tlie mftst ])rogressivc and enterprising busi-

ness men of Iiri<lgep()rt, keeping in toiu-li with and directing taste in moving picture produc-

tions, and today has the leading house of this kind in the city.

CHARLES PHILLIPS.

Charles Phillips, general superinteiulent of the Bridgeport Metal Cooils Coni|)any and

well known as a siHirtsman, especially in yachting circles, was born in Plymouth. England.

August 5, 1S64, a son of James and Mary (Jewell) Pliillips, who in 1869 left England and came

with their family to the United States, settling at Stratford, Connecticut, where the father

followed the carpenter's trade, which he had previously learned in his native land.

Charles Phillips acquired a public and high school education in this state, luuing been

but five years of age at the time of the emigration to the new world. He entered upon his

business career as an employe of the Bridgeport Brass Company and became acquainted with

all the various labors performed in the general factory. Working his way steadily upward,

he served as department superintendent of electroplating and finishing, having himself attained

expert skill in that field. In 1909 he became connected with the Bridgeport Metal Goods

Company as general superintendent and his marked efficiency is indicated by the fact that

he has since been retained in the position, covering eight years.

Mr. Phillips was united in marriage to Mi.ss Annie Trautmann. of Xew York, and their

children are: Edith, now the wife of Edward Dailey, of Bridgeport; Robert, a machinist

with the Locomobile Company, of Bridgeport, who is now married and has one child; Mabel,

the wife of Edward Winton, of Bridgeport, by whom she has one child; and Charles, now
of Florida, who is married and has one child.

Mr. Phillips is well known in fraternal circles. He holds membership in St. .John's Lodge,

No. 8, A. F. & A. M.; in Bridgeport Chapter, No. 15, R. A. M.; and Jerusalem Council, No. Itj,

R. & S. M. He is also connected with the Modern Woodmen and with the Brotherhood of

America. The nature of liis recreation is largely indicated in the fact that he lias been

timer for most of the boat races held in Bridgeport. He holds membership in the East End
Yacht Club and for three years he has been commodore of the Park City Yacht Club. It has

been said that the well balanced man knows not only how to work well but also how to

play well, and while Mr. Phillips neglects no interest connected with the important position

which he occupies, he realizes the value of recreation and linds not only an upliuilding

force but also keen pleasure in yachting.

WILLIAM ELMER SEELEY.

As .secretary and treasurer of the Blue Ribbon Garage \\illiam Elmer Seeley is at the

head of one of the largest business enterprises of this character in New England and has

made for himself a creditable record as a most progressive, alert and energetic business

man. He was born in Bridgeport in lsr>3 and is indebted to its public school system for the

educational privileges which he enjoyed. His father, \\illiam Elmer Seeley, Sr., passed

away August 25, 1905, after having for many years been an active factor in financial circles

and in the political circles of the state. He was born in Fairliidd, Connecticut, September 19,
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1840. a soil of Si'tli an<l Charity (Wilson) Seeley, the former a farmer by occupation,

through whom the ancestral line was traced back to Robert Seeley, who came from England

in 1630 and settled at Salem, Massachusetts. He afterward became a resident of Water-

town. Massachusetts, where lie lived for six years and then removed to Wethersfield, Connecti-

cut. Later representatives of the family defended American interests in the Revolutionary

war.

William E. Seeley, Sr., started upon his banking career in early manhood in connection

with the Farmers Hank of Bridgeport and from that time forward his career was one of

steady progress. In 18U4 he became one of the organizers of the First National Bank of

Bridgeport, was chosen its first cashier and in 1892 was elected to the presidency, occupying

that position until his demise. He was also for many years president of the Peoples

Savings Bank of Bridgeport, occupying that office to the time of his death, and he was

president of the Connecticut Bankers' Association, which indicated the regard entertained

for him by his colleagues and contemporaries in business. His opinions were recognized as

autliority on matters of banking and finance. His name was also prominently known in

connection with military, civic and political interests. He served for a number of years in

the State Militia and resigned while holding the rank of lieutenant colonel. In the same year

he was elected state senator and while serving in the upper house was made a member of the

committee on finance. From 1903 until 1905 he filled the office of state comptroller and

enjoyed an enviable record in that position. He wa.s prominent in the councils of the

republican party and at various times was called to oflice in Bridgeport, serving as fire

commissioner for eight years, as police commissioner for three years, as councilman, city

treasurer and manager of the sinking fund. He was very prominent in Masonry and was a

past grand commander of the Kniglits Templar of Connecticut. He was also a member of the

Sons of the American Revolution, of the Society of Colonial Wars, of the Union League Club,

of the Transportation Club of New York and of the Seaside, Algonquin, Brooklawn. Yacht

and (luting Clubs of Bridgeport. He held membership in the Congregational church and for

a half century was one of the most respected and intluential residents of Bridgeport. In

October, 1861, he married Jane Elizabeth Sterling and they became the parents of five sons,

William E., Frederick Sterling, Henry Sterling. Robert Clinton and Frank Earle.

The eldest son, William E. Seeley, early in his business career became a representative ot

the Electric Vehicle Company of Hartford, Connecticut, in New York and for a few years

also had charge of a branch of that establishment at Washington, 11. C. In 1907 he became

a salesman with the Blue Ribbon Horse & Carriage Company of Bridgeport, a firm carrying

everything for the horse and stable, including all kinds of harness, blankets, robes, whips

and carriages. They conducted as well a livery, boarding and sales stable and made a

specialty of selling fine carriage horses. As the automobile, however, came more and more

largely into general favor the nature of the business changed somewhat and in October,

1908, the Blue Ribbon Garage was incorporated with J. Schiott as the president and W. E.

Seeley .secretary and treasurer. They handled automobile supplies, accessories and parts

and became exclusive agents at Bridgeport for the Packard car and also agents for the

Dodge car. At that date they had one car salesman and six men in the repair department.

Sometliing of the growth of the business is indicated in the fact that they now have

twelve salesmen and eighty men in the repair department, while one hundred and four men

altogether are employed in their main buil.ling at No. 283 Fairfield street. They erected a

thr<>e-story building containing ten tliousand. two hundred square feet ot floor space and

in 1910 added another story, giving them sixty-four hiUKlred more square feet. In 1914

they took over the building of the auto and carriage company in the rear, adding sixty-four

thousand square feet, and taking over the Blue Ribbon Auto and Carriage garage, secured an

additional sixty-four thousand scpiare feet. In 1916 they bought adjoining property with

an eighty foot frontage, on which they have recently erected a new steel and concrete

building three stories in height, giving them twenty-two thousand square feet in addition to
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wliat they alrcaily liavc. They will occupy all of this space. Theirs is the largest parage

in New Knglaml. In I'JIO they built a garage at Meriden, Connecticut, as a branch of their

business and in lUlG erected a building for a sales room and service station at Waterbury
which is the best in that city. They also Jiut up a garage at New Haven. They are operating

all of these branches, where they handle the same cars that they do in Bridgeport, and their

business at each point is steadily growing. They have storage for more than four hundred

cars in Bridgeport. In 1915 they added to their business a painting, trimming and upholster-

ing department with competent people in charge. Jn addition to the one hundred and four

men employed in Bridgeport they liave twelve men at JMeriden, fourteen men in New Haven
and fourteen in Waterbury. Their business has assumed extensive proportions, becoming

one of the most |ininiimiit and pnilitable inulertakings of this kind not only in Bridgeport

but in New England.

In 1881) Mr. Seeley was married to Jliss Maude D. Parker, of Bridgeport, a daughter

of Edwin M. Parker, a jeweler, and they have one son, W. Parker. Mr. Seeley is a thirty-

second degree Mason and a Mystic .Sliriner, is a member of the Algonquin Club, of which he

was one of the corporators, and is also a member of the Brooklawn Country Club and of

the Home Club of Meriden. In polities he takes a very active interest as a republican, is

chairman of the first district and has been treasurer of the republican town committee for a

number of years. He is now serving as president of the board of apportionment of Bridgeport,

which position he has occupied for several years. To his public duties he brings the same
keen discernment and unfaltering enterprise that he displays in the conduct of his business

affairs. In his vocabulary there is no such word as fail. What he undertakes he accomplishes

and legitimate purpose has ever actuated him. while indefatigable energy has brought him to

the desired goal.

WILLIAM BOYD SPENCER.

Among the leading industries of Bridgeport, which ranks high in order of importance

among the manufacturing cities of the east, is the Bridgeport Elastic Fabric Company, a

branch of The Everlastik Company, Inc., of Boston, and the growth of the business is in

large measure due to the efficiency and enterprise of William Boyd Spencer, vice president

and general manager of The Everlastik Company, Inc. He is a native of New York city and
was born on the 5th of November, 1872. His father, Theodore P. Spencer, was a soil of

Stephen G. Spencer and the family has been identified with New York state since the old

Knickerbocker days. On his mother's side as well William B. Spencer is descended from an

old New York family, for she was in her maidenhood Josephine Boyd and is a daughter

of W. A. Boyd.

When si.x months old Mr. Spencer of this review was taken by his parents to nortliern

Connecticut. The family resided upon a farm near Somerville, town of Somers, and during

his boyhood he divided his time between assi.sting in the farm work and attending a typical

old-time district school. In 1883, how-ever, he entered the Bridgeport schools and finished the

work of the grades and took one year of the high school course. In 1891 he secured a position

with the Bridgeport Elastic W'eb Company and while in their employ attended business

college for a year. While with that company he was chiefly engaged in clerical work. About
1902 the business was sold and he became connected with the Union Metallic Cartridge

Company, having charge of a part of the shipping department, but in the following year
was asked to become a stockholder and president and treasurer of the Bridgeport Elastic

Fabric Company, which had been formed in 1903 by several former employes of the Bridge-

port Elastic Web Company. During the intervening fourteen years ]\Ir. Spencer has been an
officer of the Bridgeport Elastic Fabric Company, which now does an annual business amount-
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ing to three huiiiiied tlumsaml (lollars although it.s business for the lirst year of its existence

did not exceed tliirty thousand dollars. This record of an increase of about a thousand per

cent in fifteen years is tlie best possible evidence of the ability of the officers of the concern.

In 1914 it was sold to The Kverlastik Company, Inc., of Boston, of which it is now a branch,

although the original name has been retained. Since 1914 Mr. Spencer has been vice president

and general manager of The Kverlastik Company, Inc., and he has direct supervision over

seven plants of the company located in various parts of the east and to some extent directs

the operation of other plants as far west as Ohio. The sales offices of the company are in

New York city and the executive office is in Boston and he is kept very busy going from

plant to plant and from office to office in the performance of his work of administrative

control. Although all connected with the company recognize his unusual knowledge of all

its details, his thorough understanding of the business in principle and detail, his executive

force and his almost unerring judgment, he himself gives much of the credit for the success

of the concern to his loj'al associates.

Mr. Spencer was married in 1901 to Miss Anna C. Benedict, of Bridgeport, daughter oi

William C. and Margaret Benedict, both of whom are now deceased. Mr. Benedict was a

descendant of an old New England family and for many years was engaged in mercantile

pursuits. Mr. Spencer votes independently at local elections, but where national issues are

at stake usually supports the republican party. He belongs to the First Methodist church

and is keenly interested in all movements calculated to promote the moral welfare of liis

city. He is well known in club circles, belonging to the Brooklawn Country Club and the

City Club of Boston, and is as highly esteemed for his social qualities as for his business

ability. Through liard work and the prompt utilization of opimrtunities he has advanced

from a humble position in the business world to one of prominence.

GEORGE HOWEIJ. WARNER. M. D.

This is preeminently an age of specialization and Dr. George Howell Warner is an

exponent of the spirit of the age, for after preparing for medical practice he concentrated

his efforts along the line of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat and in that particular

deld has gained much more than local distinction. His efforts have thus not been dissipated

over a broad field but have been concentrated along a single line, thus bringing to bear a

force and capability that could not otherwise be obtained. Dr. Warner was born on Long

Island, in the village of Baiting Hollow, April 17, 1870, a son of Allen M. and Achsah (Howell)

Warner. The father, a farmer by occupation, is still living at Baiting Hollow, where he

was born in 1S42. The mother, whose birth occurred at East Moriches, Long Island, passed

away .June 10, 1876, at the age of thirty-seven years. After the death of his first wife the

father was twice married.

Dr. Warner was reared at Baiting Hollow and acquired his education in the public

schools there and in the Norwich Free Academy of Connecticut. In early manhood he taught

school to some extent, but regarded this merely as an initial step to other professional labor

and eagerly embraced the opportunity to take up the study of medicine. JIatriculatmg at

Yale, he was there graduated in 1897 with the M. D. degree, but previous to this he had

been engaged in business jmrsuits at Baltimore. Maryland, and Pittsburgh and Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania. After comjileting a course in Yale he served as interne for a year and a

half in the Bridge])ort Hospital and thus put his theoretical knowledge to a practical test

and gained that broad and valuable experience which only hospital practice can give. He

afterward spent a year in the Rocky mountain states and in 1900 he entered upon the

"eneral practice of medicine in Bridgeport. He was thus successfully engaged for a time,

and becoming deeply interested in tlie eye. ear. nosi' and throat, he at length abaiidniied
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general practice to concentrate his efl'orts entirely upon the designated lines. This he has

done since 1913. He has taken i)ost graduate work in the Manhattan Eye, Kar & Throat
Uos|)ital of New York and he puts forth every etlort possible to advance his efliciency in his

chosen field. He has nienibersliip in tlie Bridgeport, tlie Fairfield County and the Connecticut

State Medical Societies and tli.> American Medical Association and of the first named he is

now the president.

Dr. Warner served for live years in the Connecticut State Military and Coast Artillery

and was a member of the Hospital Corjis during much of that time. He has membership
in the Seaside and the Brooklawn Clubs. He has traveled extensively in the United States

and in 1911 visited Europe. He enjoys manly sports and various phases of outdoor life, is

fond of motoring, golfing, skating, and among the arts iiis greatest love is for music.

S. T. HEWLETT.

S. T. Hewlett, treasurer of the T. .1. Pardy Construction Company of Bridgeport, is

numbered among Connecticut's native sons, his birth having occurred in West Haven on the

6th of August, 1887, his parents being G. T. and Nettie (Wilson) Hewlett, natives of New
Haven and rejnesentatives of old families of that city. Mr. Hewlett's father still resides

there and is secretary of the board of education.

At the usual age S. T. Hewlett entered the public schools of New Haven and passed

through consecutive grades to the higli school. On starting out to i)rovide for his own sup-

port he entered the employ of the Torrington Building Company and remained with them,
receiving thorough training, until the T. J. Pardy Construction Company was organized in

1U13, at which time he became treasurer, with T. .J. Pardy as president and G. T. Hewlett as

secretary. This company engages in the erection of buildings of all kinds and a full

account of its activities will be found in the sketch of T. J. Pardy. They have erected

theatres at Springfield and Worcester, Massachusetts, and factories, residences and office

buildings in various localities. They have their own designing department, and somethiii"

of the vast amount of business executed by the company each year is indicated in the fact

that they have from four hundred to five hundred people in their employ. Mr. Hewlett has

devoted his entire life to work of this chaiacter, gaining broad and valuable experience and
knowledge which have enabled him to carefully direct the labors of those now in his service.

On the 4th of October, 1U13, Jlr. Hew^lett was married to Miss Marjorie A. Hall, of Lon^
Hill, Connecticut, and they liave one child, George Tyler. Mr. Hewlett is identified with the

Masonic fraternity, also is a member of the Algonquin Club and is connected with the

Mutual Investors' Association, of which he is the secretary. His political allegiance is

usually given to the re[iublican party. His life has been fraught with strong purpose and
guided by honorable principles and the results which he has achieved are enviable.

JOHN WINTHROP WRIGHT, JI. D.

Dr. -lohn Winthrop Wright, a surgeon, who is president of the Galen Hospital Association

of Bridgeport, holds high rank in professional circles. He was born in Ci'omwell. Connecticut,

.June 8, 1852, a son of Leveret and Lucy Stowe (Smith) Wright, both natives of this state but
now deceased. In the paternal line Dr. Wright is descended from ancestry represented in

the Revolutionary war, his great-great-grandfather having served under Washington.
In the attainment of his more specifically literary education Dr. Wright became a student

at Amherst College, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1877. Later he entered
Vol. n—1»
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the University of Xew York as a medical student and received liis professional degree in 1880.

In the same year he located in Bridgeport, where he has since engaged in the practice of

medicine and svirgery. In 1900 he founded Galen Hospital at Nos. 808-12 Myrtle avenue in

Bridgeport and has since conducted that hospital with marked success. It is devoted chiefly

to surgical cases and associated with him in the ownership and conduct of the hospital is

Dr. W. Lee Weadun and Dr. Kobert D. Roller. For twenty years Dr. Wright was surgeon

of Bridgeport Hospital. He is a member of the Bridge])ort and the Fairfield County Medical

Societies of both of which he has been president, and he also belongs to the Connecticut

State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. He has practiced successfully

for thirty-seven years, his ability being attested by the liberal patronage accorded him, and

he has been a frequent and valued contributor to medical journals.

On the Sth of December, 1886, Dr. Wright was married to Miss Elizabeth Curtis Knapp,

of Fairfield, and they have three children, Elizabeth Curtis, William Winthrop and Marion

Trubee. The elder daughter is a graduate of Smith College and the younger is a graduate

of the Sargent School of Pliysical Education at Cambridge, JIassachusetts. The son is

vice president and manager of the Arti.stic Bronze Company of Bridgeport.

Dr. Wright holds membership in the Presbyterian church, is a Master Mason and belongs

to the Brooklawn and Seaside Clubs. During the Spanish-American war he served as acting

assistant surgeon of the United States Army, remaining for three months, from July until Sep-

tember, 1898, in Porto Rico. He has traveled extensively over the United States and also in

Europe and was in Carlsbad, Austria, in 1914 when the present great international war was

declared. He is a man of broad and liberal culture and scholarly attainments aside from his

profession, while in his chosen line of work his conscientious performance of duty has gained

for him the confidence and high regard of colleagues and contemporaries.

JOSEPH H. STAGG.

Joseph H. Stagg is president of the Hawley Hardware Company and is giving his personal

attention to the wholesale department which has developed from a small beginning to its

present position of leadership in its field. He has also had a part in the general business

development of the city. He was born in New York city, September 10, 1863, a son of

Henry P. ami Mary (King) Stagg, a .sketch of whose lives appears elsewhere in this work.

He received his education in the public schools and in Scdgewick Academy at Stratford,

Connecticut, and in IS.SO, \\]\<-n seventeen years old, came to Bridgeport and entered the

employ of the hardware firm of Plumb & Hawley as accountant. Subsequently C. W.

Hawley boiight the interest of his partner, Mr. Plumb, and continued the business under his own

name until 19(17, when Mr. Stagg organized and incorporated the Hawley Hardware Company,

of which he has since been the president. The new corporation took over the business of

C. W. Hawley and its trade has now reached large proportions, employment being given to a

large number of men. .Mr. Stagg gives most of his time to the wholesale end of the business,

in which connection he travels all over New England. He is personally acquainted with

practically all of tlie large nianufacturers of the state and his house furnishes them with a

good share of their hardware supplies. He is a man of seemingly tireless energy and is also

pleasant and courteous in his manner, a combination which always makes for the greatest

efficiency. He has not only been markedly successful in gaining and holding the custom of

Mr. Stagg was married on tlie 19th of November, 1890, to Miss Emily Treganowan, a

native of Dover, New Jersey, and a daughter of Tliomas and Margaret Treganowan, who

the leading manufacturers and dealers of Connecticut but has also gained the enthusiastic

cooperation of his brother olllcials in the company and of the employes. The concern owns

and occupies a three-story building at No. 1120 .Main street and Middle street.
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were born i(.'s|H'itivi'Iy in En^'land anil in Dover, Now Jersey. Tlie father owneil land in Ins

native country ami remained there until he was twenty-five j'ears old, when he crossed the

Atlantic and located in Dover, where he enfia^'od in the mining' business. He jnissed away

there, b\it his wife still survives and makes her home with a son at Dover. Mr. and Mrs.

Stagg have three children: Helen Treganowan, at home; Joseph H., Jr., who is a senior in

the Boston Institute of Technology, and Dwight Elliott, wlio is a student in the Wcsleyan

University at Middlelown, Connecticut. All of the children are natives of Bridgeport. Mr.

Stagg is a lirm believer in the value of a thorough and liberal education and takes great

satisfaction in the knowledge that he is giving his children every possible educational

advantage.

He is a ri'pulilican in politics and in I'.ili; was appointed to till out an unex]iired term as

alderman and was elected to that ollice in 1913 and again in 1913. He is now chairman of the

lamp committee and it was due to his efforts that the powerful new electric liglits were

installed on the main business street of Bridgeport. He also worked out a plan whereby the

cost of erecting and maintaining the lights on the streets has been very materially reduced.

He is now also a member of the rules and miscellaneous committees and was formerly for

one year a member of the finance committee. He is a communicant of St. John's Protestant

Episcopal church and is a prominent Mason, belonging to St. John's Lodge, A. F. & A. M.;

Jerusalem Chapter, R. A. M. ; Hamilton Commandery, No. 5, K. T.; Pyramid Temple, A. A. 0.

N. M. S., in which he is a member of the Patrol; and to the various Scottish Rite bodies up

to and including the Consistory. He also belongs to the Sons of the American Revolution

and to the Sons of Veterans, and the patriotism which characterized his ancestors is also

one of his most dominant qualities. He is a member of the Seaside Club and the Brooklawn

Country Club. He rei)resents the Hawley Hardware Company in the Bridgeport Chamber of

Commerce and the Bridgeport Business Men's Association, the two organizations wliich have

been most active in the advancement of the commercial and industrial interests of the city.

It is such men as he who are are real city builders—men of constructive ability, directed by

a strong sense of civic responsibility. He owns his beautiful residence at No. 151 West

avenue and its doors are always ojien to his many friends.

WILLIAM A. LAMOND.

William A. Lamond, harbor master of Bridgeport, was born in Plymouth, Massachusetts,

in 1SS6 and is a representative of a family that has been connected with marine interests

for manv vears. His grandfather, Neil Lamond, was a sea captain and for many years com-

manded liis own vessel, the Arizeambo. In the early days he often made the port of Bridge-

port and his son, Alexander Lamond, father of our subject and a native of Eastport. JIaine.

sailed for a number of years on schooners engaged in the coastwise tradi'. The latter married

Marn-aret King, whose parents were of French extraction and were residents of Nova Scotia.

Both Mr. and Jlrs. Alexander Lamond are still living.

William .A. Lamond attended school in Massachusetts and in Bridgeport, tlie family

having moved here in 1900. He completed the work of the ninth grade in the Wheeler school

and then carried out his wi-shes by going to work. He learned the barber's trade ami worked

for a time in a Main street shop, after which he was employed in the shop of the Atlantic

Hotel, which his father owned. Subsequently he shipped on board the Maggie Todd, a

freighter owned by Captain Britt, and made fifty or more trips on this vessel to Boston,

Calais, Eastport and other coast cities. He remained on that boat for about five years and

then returned to Bridgeport. For a time he was in the employ of the Batcheler Corset

Company and for six years had charge of the Batcheler yacht, the Sea Bird. In 191.5 he was
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appointed harbor master of Bridgeport and has since served in tliat capacity. He finds the

work much to his likin;,' iuul has proved exceptionally competent in the discharge of his duties.

Mr. Laniond i.s a roptiblican in his political belief but has never taken an active part in

public affairs. He holds iiieinbership in the St. Augustine Roman Catholic churcli and is a

member of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. His strict integrity, industry and

determination have been factors in his success and have also won him a high place in the

esteem of those who have been closely associated with him.

FRED E. HOFFMAN.

Fred E. Hoffman, a sheet steel and metal ceilings and walls contractor doing business

at No. 491 Main street in Bridgeport, was born in West Hoboken, New Jersey, April 16, 1884,

a son of Albert F. and Christine Hoffman, who are now residents of Jersey City, New Jersey.

At the usual age Fred E. Hoffman entered the public schools of his native city and there

pursued his studies until he reached the age of sixteen years. He afterward worked along

the line of his trade for three years and at the end of that period began contracting on his

own account. In 1910 he removed to Bridgeport, where he has since done contract work in

the building of sheet steel and metal ceilings and walls, and there is now evidence, of his

skill and handiwork in many of the fine structures of Bridgeport, including the Odd Fellows

hall, the building of tlie Nagle Clothing Company, the Junior high school, the Black Rock

police and fire station, the Palace theatre and others. He is thoroughly acquainted with

every phase of his work and is thus able to direct the labors of those in his employ.

Mr. Hoffman was married April IS, 1908. in New York city to Miss Caroline D.

Pfankuchcn, of that city. Mr. Hoffman attends the Presbyterian church and lie holds mem-

bership in the Masonic lodge and witli the Junior American Mechanics. He is actuated in all

that he does by a laudable ambition to attain success and is building his prosperity upon the

sure foundation of unfaltering industry, determination and straightforward dealing

HARRY D. GATES.

Harry D. Gatfs, president and treasurer of the Fairfield Automobile Company of Bridge-

port, where he is well known as a representative business man and citizen, was here born

in 1885, a son of IT. 1). and C. A. (Sates. The father came to Bridgeport in the late '50s and

engaged in the carriage manufacturing business, being one of the earliest to enter that field

in the city. His factory stood where his son's place of business is now foumi. His biography

will be found on another page of this volume.

Harrv D. Gates attended the ITniversity school and in 1904 became connected with tlie

automobile business in California, where he remained for a short time. He then returned

to Bridgeport and in lOOfi the Fairfield Automobile Company was organized by \V. P. Hall and

J. L. Carpenter. <*n the dissolution of that firm the business was taken over by Mr. Hall

and in 1908 was incorporated with \V. P. Hall as president, H. D. Gates as vice president and

E. R. Hampton as secretary and treasurer. Six months later Mr. Hall sold his interest to

Mr. Gates, who became president and treasurer, with Mrs. H. D. Gates as vice president,

while Mr. Hampton continues as secretary. They are agents for the Hup, Chalmers and the

Hal motor cars and in addition to selling these machines they conduct a sujiply and

repair business, being well e(iui|iped for work of that character. Their patronage lias steadily

grown in the intervening period of nine years and theirs is today one of the important motor

car enterprises of Bridgeport.
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In V.IOti Mr. CiiU-s was iiianii-d to Miss Elizabeth Riiboy, of Biiilj^'ciKn t, ami tlioy have

two children. II. D. and Newman V. lie is well known in social circlos and is a prominent

club man, havin- membership in the Seaside, Kacebrook and Pequoiinock Yacht Clubs, the

Weatogue Country Club and the Park City Gun Club.

DUANE E. BREWER.

A widl eipiipped printing establishment is that owned and controlled by The Brewer-

Colgan t uiiipany of Bridgeport, of which Duane K. Brewer is the president, and his activities

in this direction contribute to the industrial enterprise and consequent prosperity of the

city. He was born in Granby, Connecticut, October 6, 1841), and is a son of Edwin and Abigail

Eliza (Smith) Brewer, the former a native of West Springfield, Massachusetts, and the latter

of Agawani, that state. The ancestry in the paternal line is traced back to Daniel Brewer,

who came from England on the 16th of September, 1633, and located at Roxbury, Massa-

chusetts, bringing with him his family of seven and two servants. He had been a resident of

Somersetshire. England, and he embarked at London on the ship Lion. Daniel Brewer,

the progenitor of the family in the new world, was the grandfather of Daniel Brewer III, who

became the pastor of the First Congregational church at Springfield, Massachusetts. The line

from him is traced down through Nathaniel, Solomon and Erastus Brewer to Edwin Brewer,

who became a mechanic and removed from his native town of West Springfield to Westfield,

Massachusetts, where he became a prominent manufacturer, and in 1848 he established his

home at (iranby, Connecticut. In 1851, attracted by the gold discoveries in California, he

made his way to the Pacific coast, where he remained for two years. He afterward returned

to Kew England and was engaged in the foundry business in Springfield. Subsequently he

was emjiloyed by the firm of Bemis & Call, engine builders of Springfield, and eventually, in

1857, he became master of motive power in the Isle Royal copper mine of Houghton, Michi-

gan, there remaining until 1863, when he returned to Springfield. The following year he

purchased a farm at East Lougmeadow, Massachusetts, but afterward resumed connection

with machine shop work, becoming an employe of the George Dwight Manufacturing Company

of Springfield, which made the Earle Steam Pump. The farm was sold in the spring ol

1867, the family returning to Springfield. In November, 1867, he removed with the company

to South Norwalk and about 1H75 returned to Springfield and later went to Chicopee, Massa-

chusetts where he passed away on the 31st of March, 1881, his remains being interred in

Westfield, where eight of the family now lie buried. One of his sons, Charles E. Brewer, was

a member of Company A, First Michigan Cavalry, during the Civil war and was killed in

action at the second battle of Bull Run on the 29th of August, 1863.

Duane E. Brewer went with the family to Michigan in 1859 when a little lad of ten

vears and there attended the public schools. He afterward learned the jirinter's trade while

working on the Houghton Mining Gazette. Following the return of the family to Springfield,

Massachusetts, in 1863 he became a pupil in the schools there and he also attended school

at East Lono-meadow during three winters, and afterward continued his education in a business

college in Springfield. In the winter of 1867 he attended the South Norwalk public schools.

On the 20th of April, 1868, he arrived in Bridgeport and for nearly twenty-three years was

employed in the Standard job printing office. In 1890 he engaged in business with Frank S.

Buckingham and organized the business of which he is now the president. The firm of Buck-

ingham & Brewer established their plant at the corner of Water and Wall streets in 1890

and later became Buckingham, Brewer & Piatt, which firm in 1910 was succeeded by The

Brewer-Colgan Company. Inc. About 1892 a removal was made to the Read Carpet Company

building on Middle street and about 1896 to the Post building on Cannon street. In 1900 the

business was removed to its present location at No. 181 State street, in the Barnum-Thorap-
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son biiildiiif:. whore the romiiany occupies six thousand square feet of floor space. Thoy do

a full line of commercial printing and book binding and are the printers of the Metal Record

and Electroplater and other high class publications. The officers of the company are:

Duane E. Brewer, president; J. F. Cox, vice president; W. E. Phillips, treasurer; and J. E.

Colgan, secretary and business manager, with E. E. Brewer a director in addition to the

officers. They employ about liftcen i)eople and do excellent work, representing the highest

degree of efficiency in the printing art. It was this company that was chosen to print the

city plan commission report of IDIG.

On the 2M of May, 1877, Mr. Brewer was married at Ellington, Connecticut, to Miss

Alice Josephine Ingraham, of Agawam, Massachusetts, a daughter of Charles Nathan and

Mary (Fox) Ingraham, of Bolton, Connecticut. Mr. and Mrs. Brewer have had four chil-

dren: Edwin Elmer, who was born August 15, 1879, and is in business with his father;

Louis Ellsworth, who was born July 27, 1884, and died at the age of five years; Herbert

Nelson, who was born June 5, 1890, and died at the age of seven years; and Ethel Ingraham,

who was born December 31, 1892, and married Andrew J. Seamann and resides at Newark,

New Jersey. They have two children, Doris Ethel and Andrew Brewer.

The family are members of the First Methodist Episcopal church, of which Mr. Brewer

has been an officer since 1877. Fraternally he is connected with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows, the Order of United American Mechanics and the 49 Club of Bridgeport, of which

he is president, while his political faith is that of the republican party. His has been a

well spent life, its activities bringing him to a prominent position in business circles, wherein

his name has become a synonym not only of efficiency in his line but also of integrity and

honor in all business transactions.

REV. HENRY MARTYN SHERMAN.

Rev. Hem-y Martyn Sherman is a direct descendant of the Hon. Samuel Sherman, who

was one of the founders of the Stratford colony and also a leader of the company who went

from Stratford to settle in the Pomperaug valley at what is now the town of Woodbury,

and who was later an Assistant Governor of Connecticut in colonial days. In the same line

of descent are Roger Sherman, signer of the Declaration of Independence, Roger Minot

Sherman, a justice of the supreme court of Connecticut, the Hon. John Sherman, and his

brother. General William T. Sherman of Civil war fame.

The subject of this sketch was born on the 26th day of June, 1S38. In his boyhood his

parents moved to Westport, where he attended the Westport Academy under the famous

principal, Nehemiah Adams. Eater he was a student in and graduate of Berkeley Divinity

School He was ordained Deacon by Bishop John Williams of Connecticut in 1864 and Priest

in 1865. His entire ministry has been spent in the Diocese of Connecticut. He became

Missionary and then Rector of Calvary Church, Colchester, where he built a church. He was

also chaplain in the famous Oramel Whittlesey Music Vale Seminary, near that idace. In

1S70 he became rector of Trinity Church, Tariffville, where he built a handsome brownstone

church. He became Kector of Trinity Clnircli. Torrington, in 1876. in which i)lace lu- became

Archdeacon of Litchlield. liolding that office until 1890, when he entered ujjon the rectorship

of St. Paul's Church, Bridgeport, and later was Archdeacon of Fairfield. Ho represented the

Diocese of Connecticut in the General Convention of 1886. He was a member of the Standing

Committee of the Diocese from 1893 to 1898, and its secretary for the larger portion of tliat

time. He was also, ior many years, an Examining Chajjlain of the Diocese. During his

ministrv he was twice elected General Missionary of the Diocese of Massachusetts, but each

time declined that important office.

In :\Ias<iiirv lie has attaiiii'.l tlie Kniglit Templar (legreo. and several times was Grand
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ClKiplain (if dillV'ii'iit liiaiiclirs of tlii' ordiT. lli' was also an active iiiciiil)ci- of si'voral

fratfiiial orders. Owing to ill health he resif;ned St. I'aul's parish in HlOli, and retired

from tlie active work of tlie ministry at that time, lie was instrnmeiital in building other

churches and rectories in |)arishes and missions willi which he was connected.

In 1.S6S he was married to Maria Louisa, daughter of .Jolm 1). Baker, who died in 1892.

There were two daughters of this nuirriage, Margaret Lydia, and Mary Benson wife of

Josejih V. Mcek>. There are three grandchildren, I'arroU Loui.-. Sherman Joseph, and Louisa

Benson Meeks. In iSii'.) he was married to Mary Kliza. daughter of William H. Perry. Her

death occurred in I'.ll.;.

JAMES DOUGLAS GOLD, M. D.

Dr. James Douglas Gold, engaged in the practice of medicine in Bridgeport, was born

at Cornwall, Connecticut, November 5, 1866, a son of Theodore Sedgewick and Mrs. Emma
Tracy Baldwin Gold. In the paternal line the ancestry is traced back to England. The name
Gould, so common in the United States, was originally spelled Gold and the Goulds and

Golds have descended from a common ancestry, Jay Gould being distantly related to Dr. Gold's

father. Theodore S. Gold was the author of a history of Cornwall, which was published in

"book form in 1877, a volume of about five hundred pages. In this work is the following

concerning his ancestry. "Little is known of the characteristics of the family in early times.

They were active, patriotic men, God-fearing and law-abiding, but not so peaceable as to

shirk duty at the call of their country. At the time of the British raid at Danbury,

Connecticut, in 1777, beside Lieutenant Colonel Abraham Gold, who was killed at Ridgefield,

we find eight of the name of Gold in a military company of about one hundred at Fairfield.

Major Nathan Gcdd rendered valued military as well as diplomatic service in settling the

boundary claims with the Dutch and with the Indians. His life was one of continual

activity and he enjoyed general confidence and esteem, proved by his long tenure of office."

This Major Nathan Gold was the founder of the family in America. He came from Bury

St. Edmunds, about twenty-five miles east of Cambridge, England, and became a land-

holder at Milford, Connecticut, in 1647 and at Fairfield in 1649. He took a prominent part

in military aflfairs of his day and was called captain and later major. He died JIarch 4, 1693

or 1694. The Gold family has a coat of arms. The Rev. Hezekiah Gold, the great-great-great-

grandfather of Dr. Gold, was a Congregational minister who resided at Stratford, Connecticut

and was pastor of the Congregational church there. His remains lie interred at Stratford.

Samuel Wadsworth Gold, grandfather of Dr. James Douglas Gold, was also a physician and

practiced at Madison, New York, at Cornwall, Connecticut, and finally at Goshen, Connecticut,

where he remained for more than thirty years. His son, Hon. Theodore Sedgewick Gold, was

born at Madison, New York, in 1818 and was graduated from Y'ale with the class of 1838,

after which he devoted his attention to the occupation of farming. Mr. Gold was for thirty-

four years secretary of the Connecticut State Board of Agriculture and took a very deep and

active interest in all matters relating thereto and furthering the agricultural interests of the

state. He was for a number of years a trustee of Storrs School, now the Connecticut Agri-

cultural College, and a member of the board of control of the State E.xperiment Station from

its organization until his death. He died in March, 1906. He married Caroline E. Lockwood,

of Bridgeport, and after her death he wedded Mrs. Emma (Tracy) Baldwin. Of the second

marriage four children were born, of whom Dr. .James Douglas Gold, of Bridgeport, is the

yo\ingest. The father is now deceased but the mother still survives. She, too, is descended

from a family represented in the Revolutionary war.

Dr. Gold of this review was graduated from the Yale .Scientific School in 1888 with the

degree of Bachelor of Philosophy and in 1891 he received his M. D. degree from the College



388 BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY

of Physicians anil Surgeons of New York. He afterward spent two years in the Rhode

Island General Hospital at Providence and in March, 1894, he located in Bridgeport, where

he has since been actively and successfully engaged in practice, specializing in dermatology.

He is on the staff of the liri(if.'e|)i)rt and the St. Vincent Hospitals and he is a member of the

Bridgeport, the I'airlield Couiity and the Connecticut State Medical Societies and the American

Medical Association. Of the first two he has served as president and his professional

brethren accord him high rank.

Dr. Gold finds great pleasure in motoring and he belongs to the Seaside Club, while the

rules which govern him in all life's relations are indicated in his membership in the United

Congregational church. He is also a member of the Order of Patriots & Founders. He was

married on the 17th of October, 1894, to Miss Gertrude House, a daughter of the late James

A. House, who was a well known and highly respected resident of this city. Dr. Gold is

recognized as a man of sterling worth, whose life has been actuated by high and honorable

purposes and has become the expression of straightforward principles both in professional

connections and otherwise.

JAMES E. COLGAN.

James E. Colgan, the secretary and business manager of a printing house of Bridgeport

conducted under the name of The Brewer-Colgan Company, was born June 22, 1876, in the

city in which he makes his home, his parents being Morris and Catherine (Kelley) Colgan,

who in early life became residents of Bridgeport. The father entered into active connection

with the business interests of the city and for many years was with the Wheeler & Wilson

Manufacturing Company. He died in June, 1S97, having for two years survived his wife,

who passed away in 1895.

James E. Colgan attended the public and high schools in the acijuirement of his education

and chose the printing business as a life work, becoming actively connected therewith as a

representative of the interests of Buckingham & Brewer in 1890. Gradually he worked his

way upward and has Become financially interested in the business as well as an active factor

in its management and control. In 1892 a removal was made from the original location at

Water and Wall streets to the Read Carpet Company building on Middle street and about

1896 the plant was established in the Post building on Cannon street. The next removal,

about 1900, took it to its present location at No. 181 State street, where the company

occupies six thousand square feet of floor space. They do all kinds of book and commercial

printing, and book binding. The present officers are: Duane E. Brewer, president; J. F. Cox,

vice president; W. E. Phillips, treasurer; and James E. Colgan, secretary and business

manager.

Mr. Colgan is a Catholi<' in religious faith and holds membership with the Knights of

Columbus and the Foresters. In politics he maintains an independent course.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM BROWN HOWES.

Captain Williiun Brown Howes, who for years was a well known and successful dealer

in coal and lumber at Black Rock, in the city of Bridgeport, was a native of Long Island.

He was born at Southampton, September 22, 1817, a son of Scars and Harriet (Havens)

Howes. After his textbooks were put aside he took up a seafaring life, in which he was

interested from early boyhood, and for many years he engaged in the whaling trade. He

sailed from New Bedford and was successful in his undertakings. He engaged in whaling
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in bdlli till' Atlantic aiul I'acilic waters and was part owikt of tlic sliips wliieli In' i.oiii-

manded, (in.' of these being the Niinrod, which was wrecked. He continued as a wlialing

master until 1853, when, at the request of his wife, he gave up the sea. Coming to Con-

necticut, he located at Black Rock, in Bridgeport, where he established a coal and lumber

lnKsiness. At length he discontinued the lumber business but remained active as a dealer in

coal during the remainder of his active life. Two years before his death he gave up the

business on account of his failing health and went to Newtown, Connecticut where he

hoped to improve his health, but while there he passed away very suddenly in 1868 at

the age of fifty-one years and his remains were brought back to Bridgeport for interment in

Mountain Grove cemetery. Widely known, he was also highly respected. He took a deep

interest in his adopted town, its institutions and its welfare. The cause of education found

in him a stalwart champion and he served for some time as a member of the school com-

mittee, doing everything in his power to advance the interests of public education. He was

also a man of domestic tastes and was greatly devoted to his home and family.

Captain Howes was married twice. He first wedded Harriet Thorpe, a native of Stam-

ford, Connecticut, who died June 6, 1848, leaving a son, William T., who was born at Sag

Harbor, Long Island, and who married Ida Hinkley. They had four children; Harriet, the wife

of Dr. V). C. De Wolf; Ada Florence; William Ezekiel. who was a member of the firm of

Wheeler & Howes, well known coal merchants of Bridgeport, and passed away July 1, 1914;

and Josejihine, who died in infancy. On the 15th of May, 1853, Captain Howes was again

married, his second union being with Almira A. Mills, who was born in New York, July

9, 1829, a daughter of George and Nancy (Thorpe) Mills. The former was a well known

hatter of Canal street. New York city, and the latter was a daughter of Sturgess Perry

and Theodosia (Hurt) Thorpe. Mrs. Howes died June 17, 1894, and was laid to rest opposite

her husband in Mountain Grove cemetery. She was a devoted wife and mother and a consistent

Christian and she left behind her the memory of a beautiful character. She held membership

in the Congregational church and was a woman of refined and cultured tastes. By the second

marriage there were eight children: Harriet Havens, who died in childhood; Sarah Frances,

residing at 65 Brooklawn Place; Agnes. wOio died when four years old; Charles Samuel, who

died when two years old; James Edward, who wedded Mary Packer, of New' York, and

died leaving one child, Mary Louise; Susan Augusta, who resides at Brooklawn Place;

Abraham Lincoln, who died in young manhood; and Almira, who became the wife of George

Torrey and lives in New Rochelle, New York. The Misses Howes reside at No. 65 Brooklawn

Place, in Bridseport, where they built their home in 1908, and they are well known through-

out the city, being much interested in all good work. They are members of the United

Congregational church and are members of the Wednesday Working Day Club of the

church. They are also identified with the Bed Cross Society and with the children's ward of

the Bridgeport Hospital. Miss Sarah Frances Howes is a strong supporter of the woman's

suffrage movement. Miss Susan Augusta Howes is a member of the Mary Silliman Cliapter

of the Daughters of the American Revolution of Bridgeport, having had three ancestors who

participated in the struggle for independence.

ROBERT R. FERRETT.

Although a young man Robert R. Ferrett is occupying an imjiortant position, being

manager of the Bridgeport Towing Line located at No. 2 Stratford avenue. He is a native

of Bridgeport and was born April 13, 1888, of the marriage of John W. and Mary J. (South-

wick) Ferrett. His paternal grandfather, William Ferrett, was a resident of Bridgeport, but

his maternal grandfather, Charles Southwick, lived in Hartford, where the family had settled

in the early days. It is said that on his mother's side a great-grandmother of our subject
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did :ill witliin hor power to protect women accused of witchcraft during tlic persecution of

witclies at Salem, Massachusetts.

Robert K. Ferrett was graduated from the high scliool in Bridgeport in 1908 and in the

fall of that year went abroad. On returning to this country he entered the law school of

Yale University, from which he was graduated in 1911 with the degree of LL. B. He at

once returned to Bridgeport and was admitted to the bar in the same year, but a short time

after beginning the practice of law was compelled to give it up on account of his father's

illness, which made it necessary for him to take his father's place as manager of the

Bridgeport Towing Line. He has since served in that capacity and has proved an ener-

getic and capable business man. His legal training has stood him in good stead in the

management of his business affairs and his continued success in the commercial field seems

assured. The company employes fifteen men and operates from New Haven to the Jersey

coast. It owns three big powerful steamer tugs and although at present it leases a dock

it intends to buy a dock in the near future. The liberal policy of the company to its

employes is indicated in the fact that they remain with the concern for many years.

Captain Joseph Green has been in the employ of the company for a half century and

Henry Schultliies h^s been in the company's service for a quarter of a century.

Mr. Kerrett is a republican in politics and is keenly alive to public questions and issues

and is serving as justice of the peace. He holds membership in the First Presbyterian church,

in which he has served as treasurer for a year, and he is identified with the Masonic order,

belonging to St. John's Lodge, No. 3, A. F. & A. M., and the Mystic Shrine. He is also a

member of the Seaside Club. His ability is conceded by all who have had dealings with him

and his personal qualities are such that his friends are many.

FRANCIS WANZER MARSH.

Francis Wanzer Marsh, a retired banker of Bridgeport, figured for many years as a

prominent factor in the business and financial circles of this city, where he and his associate.

Orange Merwin, organized two of the leading moneyed institutions. He was born in New

Milford, Litclifield county, Connecticut, December 18, 1846, the youngest of the ten children

of John B. and Laura (Hine) Marsh. He is descended on the father's side from William

Marsh, of the Boston Commissary in the Indian war of 1636. William was a brother of James

Marsh, of Kent, England, captain in the Royal Army. On the mother's side Mr. Marsh

is a descendant of Daniel and Mary (Bronson) Hine of Waterbury, founders of the Hine

family in America. He was reared on the homestead farm in Litchfield county and in his

boyhood divided his time between the work of the fields and the acquirement of an education

in the district schools and in the high school of New Milford.

Mr. Marsh came to Bridgeport in 1866 and entered the employ of Hall & Read, the

predecessors of the D. M. Read Company. In the year 1867 he went with Sherman Marsh &

Company, wlio conducted the insurance business and also had the management of the Peoples

Savings Bank, where he remained until 188G. Commencing as an oflice boy, he was promoted

from time to lime until lie became treasurer of the bank and a jiarlner in the insurance

business. In 1886 he resigned as treasurer of the savings bank and a new partnership was

formed taking over the insurance business and adding private banking, safe deposit and real

estate under the firm name of Marsh. Merwin & Lemmon, which was continued under that

name until 1901, when Mr. .Marsh and Mr. .Merwin. the surviving partners, organized the

Bridgeport Trust Company, which took over the banking and safe deposit business, and

the Bridgeport Land & Title Company, which took over the real estate and insurance busi-

ness. Jlr. Marsh i)ecame president of the Trust Com])any and Mr. Merwin president of the

I-and & Title Comjiany. Mr. Marsh continued to be iiresident of the Trust Company until
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1913, when liP disposed of lii3 interest and retired from lutive husiness. In tlie natural

process of developing l)U9ine33 interests these institutions under Ins nuiiuigeiuent grew to

be two of the most prominent financial institutions of the city and as such contributed

in a substantial measure to the development and upbuilding of its business activities.

On the 17th of May, 1871, Mr. Marsh was nuirried to Miss Emma Clifford Wilson, a

native of Bridgeport and a daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth (Shepard) Wilson. Mr. Wilson

was a descendant of the old Wilson family of Leeds, England, upon whose land the city

was built. .Mrs. Wilson was a direct descendant of William Bradford, colonial governor of

Plymoiith. Massachusetts. Mr. and Mrs. Marsh became the parents of four children, Egbert

Shepard. \"iolet .Shepard, ClilTord Wanzer and Mablc Khoades.

Politically Mr. Marsh is a rejiublican but has never held or wished for a public office.

He is a prohibitionist and is on the board of the State Temperance Society. Outside of his

business life Mr. Marsh's greatest interest has been his church life. He is a Presbyterian

and his activities have been in the work of that church and have taken much of his time.

He was an elder, superintendent of the Sunday school, trustee, and a nu'mber of different

committees for many years. He was director and treasurer of the city Young Men's Chris-

tian Association and was also on the state board. He was much interested in the Young

People's Society of Christian Endeavor which he helped to organize in bis own church, was

several times its president, also served as president of the local union and on the state board.

He is also interested in and one of the vice presidents of the American Sunday School Union.

He has now passed the Psalmist's span of three score years and ten. He stands today a

strong man, strong in his honor and his good name, strong in his ability to plan and perform.

The interests of his life have been evenly balanced, making his a well rounded character.

At no time has. he allowed business affairs to so monopolize his attention as to preclude

the possiliility of cooperation in those forces which work for moral uplift but on the con-

trary as his success has increased he has given more and more liberally of his time and

means to the furtherance of those interests which are effective forces in moral progress.

C. SYDNEY EAMES.

C. Sydney Eames, of the firm of C. S. Eames & Company, having a complete plumbing

and heating plant and sheet metal works at No. 246 iliddle street, in Bridgeport, has always

resided in New England and is a representative of one of the oldest families of this section

of the country, tracing his ancestry back to Thomas Eames, who came from England in 1634.

The family was represented in the Revolutionary war by those who patriotically defended

the interests of the colonies, nine of the family being at Concord, ready to enlist at the out-

break of liostilities with the mother country. Luther Eames, the father of C. Sydney Eames,

was a farmer and shoe manufacturer who lived for a time in New Hampshire but later

removed to the old family home in Framingham, Massachusetts, which was erected in 1721

on land that has been in the possession of the family since 1677. Luther Eames was

buried at Framingham. His wife bore the maiden name of Eliza Woodbury.

Their son, C. Sydney Eames, was born in New Hampshire, November 8, 1851, but his

boyhood was passed in Framingham, Massachusetts. After acquiring a high school education

he removed to Bridgeport, where he entered upon an apprenticeship to the plumbing and heat-

ing business, learning the trade in principle and detail. For twelve years he was connected

with the firm of Bradbury & Goodsell. but. ambitious to engage in business on liis own

account, he carefully saved his earnings until his industry and economy enabled him to open

a plumbing and heating establishment in 1883 on Water street at the northwest corner of

Fairfield avenue. He remained at the original location for many years, but about 1006

removed to No. 246 Middle street, where he has a complete plumbing and heating plant
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and sheet metal works. About 1905 he admitted S. A. Meeker to a partnership in the business,

which now employs about thirty people. They do a large amount of contract work and

sustain an enviable reputation for thorough reliability and efficiency.

In 1875 -Mr. Kamis was married to Jliss Carrie B. Stillman, a daughter of John J. and

Carrie S. (Childs) Stilhnan, of Bridgeport. They had one son, Harry, who died at the age

of ten years. Jlr. and Mrs. Eames attend the Park Street Congregational church and guide

their lives according to its teachings. In politics he usually votes with the republican party

but does not consider himself bound by party ties and often casts an independent ballot.

He has many substantial qualities which render him popular and which have won for him

the respect and goodwill of all with whom he has been brought in contact.

JOHX JIcDONALD CRONIN.

.John McDonald Cronin, secretary of the Feeney Tool Company of Bridgeport, was born

in Portland, Connecticut, on the 17th of July, 1890, and after acquiring a public school

education attended a commercial college. In his youthful days he learned the machinist's

trade and in the fall of 1911, soon after attaining his majority, he came to Bridgeport. For

a year and a half after his arrival in this city he was employed by the Locomobile Company

and later sjjent three years with the Baird Machinery Company as production manager, the

business being conducted under the Taylor system. He was afterward with the engineering

department of the Remington Arms Company, in charge of the control division, and in June,

1910, he became associated with others in organizing the Feeney Tool Company, which

was incorporated in August of that year with John M. Feeney as the president and treasurer

and John McDonald Cronin as secretary. The plant is located at No. 252 Middle street and

the factory has four thousand square feet of floor space. They do fine tool work and die

work and make gauges of all kinds and they do light metal manufacturing by contract. The

shop is well equipped, being supplied with modern machinery. The company is incorporated

for forty thousand dollars, of which the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars has been paid

in. They employed fifty-four skilled mechanics in 1916. They follow the policy of taking

work from many firms rather than one with the result that they now have many places to

draw business from. From the begiiming the business has steadily grown and their success

is most gratifying.

Mr. Cr(min is a Catholic in religious belief and is identified with the Knights of Columbus.

He has lived in Bridgeport for about six years and has become well known in its trade

circles as a young man of indefatigable enterprise and determination.

CHARLES PTCKHARDT HALLER, M. D.

Dr Charles Pickliardt Ilaller, jiracticing nic<licine in Bridgeport since 1903, was born in

West Cornwall, Connecticut, July Hi, 1870, a son of Henry and Dorothea (Dieffenbach)

Haller

Dr. Ilalh-r spent his early childhood at West Cornwall, but much of his youth was

passed at Yalesville, Connecticut, and he there attended the public schools. When nineteen

years of age he became assistant secretary of the Young Men's Christian Association at

Meriden, Connecticut, and was identified with work of that character as assistant secretary

and as secretary for sev<'n years. In 1898 he entered upon the study of medicine and after

four years spent in the Hahnemann Medical College of T'hiladelphia was graduated with the

class of 1902. His initial |praclical ex]ierience came to him as interne in the Buffalo
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Homeopatliic Hosiiital. in wliicli lie remained for a year, and in lUU;i he came to Bridgeport,

where he has since heen actively and successfully engaged in tlie general practice of medicine.

On the 16th of May, 1905, Dr. Haller was married to Miss Julia Rose Scofield, who was

born and reared at Stamford, Connecticut, and is descended from old colonial families repre-

sented in the Kevolutionary war in both the paternal and maternal lines, while Dr. Halkr's

father was a soldier of the Civil war, going to tlie front as a private of the Fifth Connecticut

Regiment of Volunteers. Mrs. Haller is a daughter of George E. and Emma (Rose) Scofield,

the former a representative of the old Scofield family of Stamford and the latter of the

old Rose family of Sufiield, Connecticut. Mrs. Haller comes of a long line of patriotic

ancestors wlio lived in New England and her father manifested the same spirit of loyalty

to the country, joining the Union army as a member of the Twenty-eighth Connecticut

Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war. .Mrs. Haller now holds membership with the

Daughters of tlie American Revolution, while botli tlie Doctor and iMrs. Haller are members

of the Parish of the First Universalist church of Bridgeport. He is likewise a Knight

Templar and thirty-second degree Mason and member of the Mystic Shrine and in fact

has taken all of the degrees of the order save the honorary thirty-third. His foundation

connection witli Masonry comes through Corinthian Lodge, Xo. 104, A. F. & A. M., of Bridge-

port. He belongs to the Seaside Club and is fond of witnessing outdoor sports. He also

enjoys country life and turns to it for rest and recreation. He owns and occupies a beautiful

and commodious residence at Xo. 320 West avenue which he has recently purchased. In

the line of his profession Dr. Haller is connected with the Connecticut State Homeopathic

Medical Society, the American Institute of Homeopathy and a Fellow of the American

Sledical Association.

ISAAC WASHINGTON BIRDSEYE.

Isaac Washini'ton Birdseye is classed with tliose who have contributed toward making

Bridgeport a great industrial center, with its ramifying trade interests reaching out to all

sections of the country and even to foreign lands. While he is now retired, his work has

been of the utmost benefit to tin' city, having always been directed along lines that have

led to substantial public progress and prosperity as well as to individual success. He ever

displayed excellent business enterjirise and unusual executive ability and his administrative

powers have brought him success in his various business enterprises.

Mr. Birdseye is a native of Huntington, Connecticut, and a son of Joseph and Caroline

(Hubbell) Birdseye. He is descended from one of the oldest Connecticut families, his

ancestors having come from Berkshire, England, and settled at Stratford in 1U36. Patriotism

has ever been a dominant quality among them and various representatives of the name

defended public interests in the Indian and colonial wars. Isaac W. Birdseye was educated

in the public schools and on attaining his majority began business as a manufacturer in his

native town. He afterward removed to Shelton, Connecticut, where he continued business

until 1880 and then came to Bridgeport in order to secure broader scope for his activities and

interests. Enlarging his facilities by the removal, he soon added another factory to his plant

and later the entire business was removed to Bridgeport, where the firm of Birdseye &

Somers conducted one of the largest corset factories of the United States, maintaining sales-

rooms in Boston, New York, Chicago and San Francisco. In all that he undertook Mr.

Birdseye succeeded. He was watchful of every detail pointing to success and his powers

of organization were most eflfective and resultant. After winning a handsome and well merited

fortune failing health caused him to retire from active business and he is now enjoying the

rest to w^hich his former labor well entitles him. He is a director of the First Bridgeport

National Bank, the Bridgeport Savings Bank, and the Bankers Loan & Trust Company of
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New Vurk. He was one uf tlif organizers of the Bridgeport Trust Company ami its first

president. He has lung been idfiitilied with the Bridgejjort Board of Trade and was its

president in 1902 and 1U0;J.

Mr. Birdseye was married to JHss l.izzie Josephine Slierwuud, only daughter of tlie late

Aaron Banks and Klizabeth (Curtis i
Sherwood, of Bridgeport. They have one daughter,

Elizabeth Josephine, now -Mrs. Raljih Milo Sperry.

In i)olitics Mr. Birdseye is a republiean but has never been an office seeker. He has

taken an active part in the social and elub interests of the city and is a member of the

Brooklawn Country Club, also of the Lotus Club of New York city, and served for several

years on the governor's stall' of the former, lie was one of the presidential electors of l'.)04

and in the same year was a commissioner from tlie state of Connecticut to the St. Louis

E.\position. He is a member of tlie Order of Barons of Runnymede, the Society of

Colonial Wars, the Jlilitary Order of Foreign Wars, the Sons of the Revolution and

the Sons of the American Revolution and of the last named was for several years

national treasurer general. He has held membership in the South Congregational church

for more than thirty years. He was one of the organizers of the Young Men's Chris-

tian Association of Bridgeport and was an active member of the building committee,

having in charge the erection of the present association building. He was also for nuue than

thirteen years chairman of the finance committee. He is a trustee of the Bridgeport Orphan

Asylum and has been helpfully interested in various charities and movements which seek

the amelioration of hard conditions of life for the unfortunate. In a w^ord, he has ever truly

lecognized his responsibilities and obligations and, prompted not by a sense of d\ity but

by a real interest in his fellowmen, has extended a helping hand.

.JAMES EDWIN HAIK, JI. D.

Dr. .lames Edwin Hair, engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery in Bridgeport,

was born in Worcestershire, England, January 9, 1S63, his parents being Charles W. and

Emma (Thomas) Hair, the former a merchant of England. In his native country the son

was reared and there obtained an academic education. He was graduated from the King

Edward grammar school at Halesowen, England, and in 1880 came to the United States,

making his home in Bridgeport since 1882. For several years he was engaged in the drug

business here at the corner of Main and Elm streets, during which period he devoted his

leisure hoiM-s to the study of medicine, his experience in the drug trade having awakene.l his

interest in the practice of the profession. He further qualified as a student in the Eclectic

Medical College of New York, from which he was graduated in 1897, and later he spent two

terms in the Post firadnate Medical College of New York, while at the same time he was pur-

suing the private jiractice of medicine in Bridgeport. He opened an office in this city in 1897

and while he has continued in general practice he has specialized to a great extent in sur-

gery. For seven y<'ars, or from 1S97 to I'.IIH, be was chief surgeon at the Bridgeport Emerg-

ency Hospital and he probably does as nuich surgical work today as anyone in Bridgeport.

His ability is pronotmced. He is cool and collected in emergencies and he has a compre-

hensive knowledge of anatomy and the comjionent parts of the human body. Moreover, he

keeps in touch with the latest scientilic research and investigation and is familiar with the

most modern methods of surgical work as exemplified in this country and in Europe. He

is now i>resident of the Connecticut State Eclectic Medical Society and is a member of the

National Eclectic Medical Society. He is also a member of the Connecticut Eclectic Medical

Examining Board, the New England Eclectic Medical Association, and of the Connecticut State

Board of Examiners of Midwifery. For five years he was honored with the presidency
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of the Iciniireticut State Kelcetie .Medieiil Sueiety. lie was jriveii tlu' de^'ree iil' C. M.. M. I).

by the Kansas City College of Meilieine & Surgery in 1915.

On the r.'Sth of Se|iteiiil)er, 1SS2, Dr. Hair was married to .\Ii>> llatlir \\ Vdiiiinu l.c;irn.

of Laporte, Indiana, and tliey have a daughter, ISessic Dilwyn, now a ycning lady at home.

The)' also lost a daughter, .lennie Emnni, who was a graduate of the liridgeport high sehool

and passed away at the age of twenty-three years. Mrs. Hair was born in Laporte, Indiana,

a daugiifer of lleller and Katlicrine (Stoecker) Learn, both of Dutch dcseent.

Dr. Hair iiidongs to St. .lohn's Lodge, A. F. & A. M., of Bridgeport, and he also has

menihersliip in the Seaside Club, is fond of lishing and hnnting and loves good dogs. He is

wcdl known as a breeder of Knglish setters and nien\bers of his private kennels have won

many blue rililicms at the New York and ISoston bench shows and in fact have gained cham-

pionships for him at various bench sliows throughout the entire eomitry. His dogs are his chief

interest aside from his profession, but no illtere^t i> ever allowed to interfere witli the

faithful iierformanei' of the woik tliat devolves npiui him as a pliysici.ui and surgeon.

RICHARD B. COfiSWELL.

Richard B. Cogswell, connected with the freight department of the New York, New Haven

& Hartford Itailroad Company, was born January O, 1.S48, in Pittsfield. Massacluisetts.

Througliont the greater part of his life his attenti(ui has been devoted to railway service.

He was for a time agent for the company at New ililford and in IS.Sfl he removed to Bridge-

port, where he has since made his home. However, this was not tin- first period of his

residence in Bridgeport, for he had previously been in tlic city for a tinu'. In railway circles

he has gradually worked his way upward through merit and aliility and is imw occupying

a responsible position in the freight department, in whicli connection lie discharges his duties

with promptness and fidelity. His long connection witli the com[iany stamls in iiu'nntrovertildc

proof of his loyalty and capability.

In Lee, JMassachusetts. in lS(i',), Mr. Cogswell was united in nuirriage to i\Iiss Lucy i\I.

Alexander, of that place, and tliey became the parents of four children, of wliom two are

living: Richard \V.. mentioned elscwliere in this work, and ilrs. Grace C. Marr, of Bridgeport.

For thirty-seven consecutive years Richard B. Cogswell has been a member of the Congre-

gational chvu'eli of this city, guiding his life by its teachings. He is therefore a man whom

to know is to respect ami honor, for his entire career has been such as has won for liiui

the warm regard of those whom he has met socially and the full confidence of those whom

he represents in a business way.

MICHAEL JOHN FLANAGAN.

Michael .John Flanagan, of Bridgeport, has been very successful as an attorney and in

addition to kioking after his ]irivate interests he is now serving as assistant clerk of tlu'

superior court. His birth occurred in Bridgeport. November 5. 187^, and he is a son of

Christoplier and Ann iRogerson) Flanagan. Both his paternal grandfather, Jlichael Flanagan,

and his maternal grandfather, Jlichael Rogerson, were highly esteemed residents of West-

meath. Ireland, and there both of his parents were born. In ls65 Clwistopher and Ann

Flanagan canu' to America and not long afterward took up their residence in Bridgeport.

To them were born two sons and five daughters, those besides our subject lieing: George,

who was educated in the Bridgeport graded and high schools and is now a resident of Dov(>r,

New Jersey; Minnie, a resident of Bridgeport; Katheriiu', a graduate of the Bridgeport
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high scliool and a teacher by profession; Eleanor, a resident of Bridgeport; Bessie, who

married E. G. Baglev. of Hartford, Connecticut; and Rose, wlio is also a graduate of the

Bridgeport high school and is engaged in teaching.

Michael John Flanagan in his boyhood attended at different times both the public and

parochial schools, including tlie St. Mary's Jane Barnum and Congress Street schools. In

1896 he entered Yale University and completed the first three years of the law course,

leavin" college in 1899. In that year he w^as admitted to the bar of Bridgeport and luis

since been active in the practice of his profession. In 1900 he was elected an aldernum and

made so creditable a record in that capacity that he was reelected for a second term. For

four years he was clerk of the board of appraisers and in 1907 w'as a candidate for judge of

the probate court, but went down to defeat together with almost his entire ticket. For the

next three years his entire attention was given to his practice, but since 1910 he lias been

assistant clerk of the superior court. Every duty devolving upon him is fully discharged

and his work is cluiracterized by system and accuracy.

Mr. Flanagan was married in Danbury to Miss Mary A. Ginty, a daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. James Ginty, still residents of Danbury. Mr. Flanagan is a communicant of the St.

Augustine Roman Catholic church and is well known in fraternal circles, belonging to the

Elks, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Knights of Columbus, the Knights of St. Patrick,

St. Joseph's T. B. & L. Association. He also holds membership in the Seaside Club and

his large capacity for friendship has nuvde him po]iular both within and witluiut those

organizations.

ERNEST ORTLEPP.

Ernest Ortlepp is one of the oldest undertakers of Bridgeport in years of continuous

connection with the business here and he also conducts an upholstering and mattress estab-

lishment at No. 2057 Main street. He was born in New York city, May 31, 1857. His

parents were natives of Germany and the mother's (U'ath occurred in New York city, while

the father passed away in Bridgeport.

After acquiring his education in public and private schools at New York, Ernest Ortlepp

removed to Bridgeport in 1885, when about twenty-eight years of age, and through the

intervening perio{l, covering almost a third of a century, has here made his home. He

started in the furniture and undertaking business witli his father and brother William H.,

now deceased, on Stratford avenue and there remained until 1897, when a removal was

made to State street. Their next location was on Main street, after which the business

was again conducted on Stratford avenue. In fact throughout the entire intervening period

the store on Stratford avr^inu- had been maintained, the other establishments being conducted

as branch stores. From tlie beginning their trade steadily grew and their developing

interests made theirs one of the nu)st inqjortant furniture establishments of the city.

In moa Ernest Ortlepp ininliascil the business following the death of his father and brother

and removed his business to Burroughs street, while four years ago he located at his present

place of business at No. 2057 Main street. There he has a well appointed upholstering and

undertaking establishment, carrying a large and carefully selected line of u|)holstering goods

and undertaking supplies. He attends to all the embalming ]iersonally and both branches

of his business are now being liberally ]iatronized. He is today one of the three oldest

undertakers of Bridgei)ort and has ollhiated at hnndreils of funerals in this city. He is now

secretary of the Connecticut Funeral Directors Association, which position he has occupied

for eight years.

Mr. Ortlepp has been nuirried twice. Me wedded Klizabcth Clinton, a native of New

York city, and they became tlie parents of four children, Charlotte M., Elizabeth, Ernest



ERNEST ORTLEPP





I'.miXiEPORT AND VICINITY 403

and Fri'dcrick, all yot living, luir liis secoiul wile .Mr. Oitlcpp chose I^iiiini Klizubeth Clarko,

a reprt'scntativf nf an early Uridgepoit family and also a member of tlie famous Rogers

family of New London. They have one child, William H., who is now a pupil in the Bridge-

port high scliool and an active boy scout, being scribe of Troop No. 22, B. S. A.

Mr. Ortlepp has an interi'sting military chapter in his life history, having served for

four years as a member of Company B, Fourth Regiment of the Connecticut National Guard,

at the end of wliiili time lie was honorably discharged. He is prominently known in club

circles and has been a loyal adliererit of various lodges and societies. He holds membership

Avith the Mascms, is a prominent Odd Fellow, having been past noble grand of the local

lodge and a member of the (irand Lodge, is a past sachem of the United Order of R«?d

Men and a inenilier of the (irand Lodge, was the first chaplain of the Order of Moose in

Bridgeport and is third vice ])resident of the (Jernuin-.Xnu^rican Alliance. He likewise has

Jnembership with the Modern Woodmen of America and with the Brotherhood of America.

His religious faitli is that of the (lerman Evangelical Lutheran church, in which he is past

deacon and jiresident of tlu- congregation. He guides his life according to its teachings and

is a man whose many admirable traits of character have gained for him the respect and
tontidence of all with whom he has been brought in contact.

SAMUEL H. PEEL.

Sanuiel H. Peel is at the head of the firm of S. H. Peel & Company, engaged in plumb-

ing, tinning, gas fitting and cojiper work in Bridgejiort. He was born in F;ngland, .June 11,

1878, a son of (Jeorge and Sarah Peel. His mother died in England and his father afterward

came to the new world, crossing the Atlantic in 1S83. He located at Springfield, Massa-

chusetts, where lie conducted business as a contractor.

Samuel H. Peel acquired a public school education and then began ([ualifying for life's

practical and responsible duties by learning the plumbing trade. He first started in business

on his own account at Hartford in 1899 and in 1903 he removed to Bridgeport, where he

entered the employ of Henry Bentelspacher. He remained in that connection until 1911,

when he purchased the business, which is located at No. 235 Middle street. The company do

all kinds of sheet metal, plumbing and copper work and deal in plumbing supplies. They
nuike a specialty of beer work and beer pumps and they employ three skilled mechanics.

In 1900 Mr. Peel was married at Rockville. Connecticut, to Miss Bertha Kuhnly, who
was born in this state. He has never had occasion to regret his removal to the new world,

for here he has found excellent business opportunities and in their utilization has worked

his way steadily upward.

PETER F. HUNT.

Peter F. Hunt, station mastt'r for the New York. New Haven & Hartford Railway at

Bridgeport for the past twenty-eight years, has made an unusual record for length and

efficiency of service. He was born in Dover Plains, New York, in 1860, and is a son of

Terrance and Mary Hunt. He attended the public schools of his native town until he was
seventeen years old and then learned telegraphy. For four years he was operator for the

Harlem road, but in 1882 entered the employ of the New York, New Haven & Hartford

Railway as night telegraph operator in Bridgeport. During the intervening thirty-five

years he has been the representative of that road at Bridgeport and he was given charge

of the first signal tower built in the city. This structure was located at the bridge, the only
Vol. II— IS
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drawbridge tlicii in Bridgeport, and Mr. Hunt was stationed in the tower for three years.

In 1889 he was a])|iointed station master and is still tilling that position. During his period

of service the old station has been torn down, a temporary station erected and the present

modern station completed and occupied. AVlien he Jirst beldame station master there was

only one track, which was on the street grade, and the employes at the station ranged from

three to five, while now there are many tracks, all of which are elevated, and the employes

number forty-five. As the amount of traffic handled has grown his duties have increased in

difiieulty and in responsibility but he has proved more than equal to all the demands made

upon his executive ability and has received the commendation of his superior ofKcers.

Mr. Hunt was married in 1883 to Miss Libby Cox, of New York state, and they have a

son, Harold .James, who is a native of Bridgeport, is a graduate of the high school here and

also of the Jones Private Academy and is now connected with the West End plant of the

Crane Valve Company.

In politics Mr. Hunt is independent and has never been an aspirant for office. In

religious faith he is a Roman Catholic and he takes a commendable interest in the work of the

church. He has a wide acqviaintance in the city and is held in liigh esteem.

EDWARD R. HAMPTON.

Opportunity has ever been a call to action with Edward R. Hampton and in liis business

career he has advanced steadily step by step until he is now secretary of the Fairfield

Automobile Company of Bridgeport, his native city. He was born October 21, 1877, and is

a son of John and Idell (Hentz) Hampton, who were natives of New York. The father was

engaged in the furniture business but is now deceased. The mother, however, still surives.

Edward R. Hampton was graduated from the high school of Bridgeport and then took

up the study of law, continuing his reading under the direction of Albert J. Merritt until

his admission to the bar in 1907. In 1909 he became connected with the Fairfield Auto-

mobile Company, with which he has since been identified, and at the present time he occupies

the position of secretary.

In 1904 Mr. Hampton was united in marriage to Miss Sarah E. Rubey, of Bridgeport, a

daughter of Albert Burr Rubey, and they have two children, John Henry and Edward R.. Jr.

Mr. Hampton is a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he has taken the degrees of

lodge, chapter and commandery, and he is likewise a member of the Mystic Shrine. He is

also well known in club circles as a member of the Algonquin and Seaside Gun Clubs and

he has a wide and favorable acquaintance in Bridgeport, where his entire life has been

passed, the high regard entertained for hira being indisputable evidence of a well spent

career.

EDWARD SYLVESTER SMITH, JI. 1).

For more than a (piarter of a century Dr. Edward Sylvester Smith has continuously

engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery in Bridgeport, where he opened an office in

1890. Through the intervening ])eriod he has steadily progressed and that he is a prominent

representative of his school of practice is indicated in the fact that he has been honored

with the presidency of the Connecticut State Homeopathic Medical Society. A native of

New Haven, he is a son of Sylvester and Harriet L. (Mackay) Smith, both of whom have

passed away. His ancestors lived in Connecticut tlirough many generations and on the

maternal side he is of Revolutionary war descent.
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Dr. Smith was roared niuii'r tlic pari'utal roiif at tlu' family hiiiiic in Now Haven ami

there aeqiiireil a pulilic sehool eilucatioii. In reviewing the vast lielil of business ami pro-

fessional activity he lietermincd upon the ]iractice of medicine as a life work and in

preparation therefor entered the New York Homeopathic Medical College, from which he

was graduated in ISSS with the M. D. degree. He afterward went abroad and continued

his medical studies in the University of Vienna. Since ]8!)0 he has maintained his ollice

in Bridgeport find through the intervening years has enjoyed a large and growing [jractice,

standing as one of the foremost rejiresentatives of his school of medicine in the state. He
belongs to the Connecticut State Homeopathic Medical Society, and he is also a member

of the American Institute of Homeopathy.

Dr. Smith holds membership in the First Methodist Episcopiil church of Bridgeport

and is serving, on its othcial boanl. He has also been the president of the board of directors

of the Bridgeport Young Men's Christian Association and does all in his power to further

the moral progress of his community. He is a Master Mason, loyal to the teachings of the

craft and its purposes. He has a beautiful home at No. 784 Fairfield avenue. In the state

of Connecticut there are few practitioners of homeopathy so widely and favorably known,

and not only professionally but also in [irivate life does he command the goodwill and

confidence of those with whom he has been brought in contact.

THOMAS F. KELLEY.

Thomas F. Kelley, who departed this life November C, 1013, when but fifty-six years of

age. had for many years been prominently identified with contracting and building operations

on Long Island and through Connecticut. He was born in Boston, Massachusetts, a son of

Patrick Kelley of that city, who during the Civil war was in active service as a defender of

the Union cause and later was engaged in tailoring in Boston. He wedded Mary McKay, of

that city, and there Thomas F. Kelley was reared and educated. After going to New York

he entered a school of modeling and designing and thus carefully prepared for his chosen

life work. For a time he resided at Floral Park, Long Island, where he built that section

for John L. Childs. He was the owner of a large mill there devoted to the manufacture of

moldings, etc., and he also did contracting and designing as a member of the firm of Gold-

smith & Kelley. They conducted a very extensive and profitable business but on account

of his health Mr. Kelley was obliged to sell out there and removed to Southport, where he

made his home for ten years. During that period he designed work for the country home
of Mrs. Julia Watt Curtis and continued very active in the field of contracting and drafting.

In 1905 he removed to Bridgeport and concentrated his energies largely upon architecture.

He did not do any more building after coming to this city but made plans for residence

property and was recognized as one of the foremost representatives in his line, his skill

and handiwork being manifest in some of the most beautiful structures of the city and this

part of the state.

Mr. Kelley was married in Fairfield, in 1882. to Miss Mary Josephine Otis, a daughter

of Michael Otis, of Southport, who was an early resident there, devoting his time to agri-

cultural pursuits. He stood very high in the community in which he lived and his death,

which occurred in 1011. was a matter of deep regret to all who knew him. He had wedded
Maria Brown, a native of Ireland, and they became the parents of four children: Mrs. JIary

J. Kelley: Elizabeth F., who became the wife of John Morgan; Sarah B.; and Michael,

who is living in New York city, where he is engaged in missionary work. To Mr. and Mrs.

Kelley were born several children: Mary Frances, who is Mrs. Frank P. Devine; .Joseph M.,

who is attending Woodstock College in Baltimore and was ordained to the priesthood in
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June, 1317; and Adelino C, wlio is carrying on the business of her father under the name

of A. C. Kellcy, at tlie same address.

The death of Jlr. Kelley occurred when he was yet in the prime of life, having only

reached the tifty-sixth milesitone on life's journey. He held membership in St. Augustine's

Koman Catholic church and was also a fourth degree member of tlie Knights of Columbus.

He lived up to his faith and in every relation he displayed sterling qualities which gained

for him the respect, conlidence and goodwill of all, while his skill, progressiveness and enter-

prise carried him into important business relations.

GEORGE S. YOUNGS.

George S. Youngs, who in partnership with his brother, Roy Austin Youngs, is the

owner of a large brass and copper-working shop in Bridgeport, is a native of this city and

was born September 13, 1883. His parents, Charles A. and Annie (Barr) Youngs, are still

living in this city, but both his grandfathers, John Youngs and John Barr, are deceased.

He attended the public schools for three or four years and then became a student in the

Park Avenue Institute, wliere he completed his education. His first work was in the employ

of the American (iraphoplione tompan}', with which he remained for three years, and for a

similar period lie traveled for the Bridgeport Crucible Company. In 1908 he established

himself in the metal-working business on his own account on Stella street, where he remained

for a number of years. At length, however, the need for larger quarters led him to buy

land at No. 250 North avenue and there he erected his present modern plant, to which the

business was removed on the 1st of January, 1917. The plant is conducted under his own

name and brass and copper work is done exclusively. As two shifts of men, each working

twelve hours, are used, the plant is never shut down, running twenty-four hours a day,

and in all details of its management the most modern and most efficient methods are

employed. A liberal bonus system insures the employes of receiving a fair share of the

profits of the company and the working conditions in all respects measure up to a high

standard. Employment is furnished to one hundred men.

Mr. Youngs was married in 1913 to Miss Sophia Stewart. He belongs to both the Seaside

and the Country Clubs and his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Trinity

Episcopal church. In the management of his business interests he has displayed marked

energy and a jirogrcssive spirit tempered by sound judgment and as a result has gained a

highly gratifying nu'asure of success. He has a large acquaintance in Bridgeport, where his

entire life has been passed, and iiis genuine worth is attested by the fact that those who

have known him longest and most intimately are his stanchest friends.

PETER DAWE.

Peter Dawe. devoting his entiri' attention to the moving picture business, in which

connection he operates two theatres in Bridgeport, was born in England, October 20, 1862,

and had reached the twenty-second milestone on life's journey when he crossed the Atlantic

and came to the United States in 1884, settling in New Y'^ork. He had previously learned

the painter's trade, which he followed in tlie eastern metropolis for a time but afterward

returned to England. In ISHti, liowever, he once more came to the ITnited States and on

this occasion took up his abode in Bridgeport. The following year he established business

on his own account as a dealer in jiaints and a contractor in the |)ainting business. Along

that line he built up a good trade but in 1910 brancheil out into another lield by the jmr-
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i-hase (if tile liijciu tlii'iidc, wliicli lie lonvi'iti'd into a moviiifj |iiclini' house. Smcccsh attended

the venture and in 1U12 lie tore down liis paint store and built the I'ahne theatri', since

whicli time lie has eundueted both jdaees. now ;^iving his entire attention to the moving

pii-ture liiisine^s. He liMs not left the thi'atres one night in six years. The Hijou is a ten-

eent theatre seating eight hundred and fifty people, and llie I'alaee is of e()ual eapaeity atid

price. Hoth are fireproof structures and the Palace, which is the newer building, is e(iui|)pe<l

with a most modern system of ventilation. Mr. Dawc greatly enjoys the business and feela

that therein he has found his permanent life work.

(In .hine 4, ISSS, Mr. Dawe was married to .Miss .Minnie Thomas, a native of Kngland,

who lia<l been his schoolmate in their youthful days. They have become parents of four

children: .lohn S., who is now in business with his father, married Josephine (iross, of New
York, and has one child, -lohn. -Ir. .\gnes is the wife of Norman Collins, of Bridgeport,

(iladys is employed by the American Bank & Trust Company. Kva Helle is in school. Mr.

Hawe belongs to the Improved Order of Ked Men and liis political allegiance is given to

the re|uiblicaM party. His residence in Bridgejiort covers a period of more than thirty years,

during which he has won the high regard of all with whom he has come in contact, and in

his business career he has worked his way steadily upward, always maintaining a high

standard of service as a merchant and also in connection with the tlieatre business.

EUGENE H. Wdon. M. D.

Dr. Eugene H. \\'oud, a jiliysician and surgeon of Uridgeport. was born in New York

city. January 4, 1S5T, a son of .Seth A. and Sarah E. (Lockwood) Wood, both of whom are

now (leceased. the mother having passed away when her son Eugene was but fouf years of

age. On both sides the family comes of Revoluti<uiary stock. Dr. Wood's great-grandmother,

Mrs. Phoebe Aycrs, in the maternal line, lived to be one hundred and four years of age and

was a pensioner of the Revolutionary war, her husband having been killed in battle while

serving with the Continental trooiis in the struggle for independence.

Dr. Wood spent his youthful days under the parental roof and in the acciuirement of

his education attended the Long Island College of Brooklyn, New York, from which he was

graduated with the M. 1). degree in 18SC. He had four years' hospital experience in connec-

tion with his medical course in the college and thus he was constantly putting his theoretical

knowledge to the practical test in active professional work. In IS.ST he opened an office

in Bridgeport, where he lias since remained, practicing continuously here for a period of three

decades, and his ability has won for him liberal and well deserved success.

On the 8th of October, 1890, Dr. Wood was married to Mrs. Lizzie Reed, of Bridgeport,

who passed away April 38, 191G. Dr. Wood gives his political allegiance to the republican

party and keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day but at local elections

supjiorts the man who lie considers best qualified for office without regard for party affiliation.

He belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias and along

strictly professional lines has connection with the Bridge^iort Medical Society.

JOHN BI'EN.

Jolin Burn, member of the firm of Burn & Crump, manufacturers of store and ollice

fixtures, was born in Edinburgh. Scotland. October 14, 1ST!), a son of William and Sarah

Burn. He remained a resident of his native land until he reached the age of twenty years

and then came to the United States in 1899. He located in Bridgeport and accepted the
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position of foroiiiiiii with W. R. Muirlifad, with whom lie remiuiu'd for aljoiit fourteen

years, on the expiration of which period he embarked in business on his own account by

organizing the (irm of Burn & Crump in 1913, his associate being Bert CYump. They engage

in the manufacture of store and ollice fixtures and employ from eight to fifteen people, all

skilled laborers. They oceupj' a two-story factory seventy-five by thirty-five feet, fully

equipped with all the latest wood-working machinery. Among those business houses where

the firm has installed fi.xtures may be mentioned the Brill store, the Burnstein &. Brown

store, the .lacoby sfore, the Kursman block, the Hudson store, the Levin block, the English

Woolen Mills, the I'alace, the Garden, the Cummin and the Congress restaurants, and a

number of other business houses. They do a very high grade of wood work, showing the

latest designs in store fi.vtures and furnishings, utilizing highly finished and polished woods,

and the results achieved are most creditable and satisfactory.

Mr. Burn was married in 1900 to Miss Alexandrina Wilson, of Tranent, Scotland, and

their family consists of two daughters, Elizabeth and Muriel. Mr. and Mrs. Burn hold

membership in the Presbyterian church and fraternally he is connected with the Masons

and is also a member of the Scotch Clan. Politically he maintains an independent course,

voting for men and measures rather than for party. His business affairs have been well

managed and the laudable ambition which brought him to America when a young man of

twenty years has found expression in well directed activity and enterprise leading to

substantial results.

FRANK J. OSTROFSKY.

Frank .1. Ostrofsky, a well known druggist of Bridgeport, w'as born in the city of

O'Liiblo, county of Szepes, Hungary, on the 25th of September, 1S65, his parents being

Frank .1. and Anna (Olessak) Ostrofsky, also natives of Hungary, where the mother died.

She wa.s of German descent, her ancestors having formerly lived in Saxony. The father

of our subject was of Polish origin. At the time of the division of Poland by the three

powers the ancestors of Mr. Ostrofsky fought under Kosciuszko and at the fall of that

great jiatriot these ancestors, being men of rank in tliat movement, were banished from

Poland and their property was confiscated and later donated to a monastery. They crossed

the Carjiatliian mountains into Hungary and settled in the city where our subject was

born. His father was proprietor of a meat market in Hungary for many years but after

the death of his wife came to America and settled in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, v^-here he

conilucti'd a Imtclier sliop for some time. Later he was engaged in the same business in

Perth Aniboy, New .lersey. He was again married in this country and with his wife after-

ward returned to Hungary, where he died in 1914.

Frank J. Ostrofsky, .Jr., began his education in the city schools of Gnezda, Hungary, and

later attended the high school at Podolin, from which he was graduated. He continued his

studies in a preparatory school at .Jaszbereny, Hungary, and upon his graduation from that

institution secured the m'cessary permit from the government to study pharmacy. Three

years were then devoted to the acquirement of a knowledge of pliarmacy and chemistry,

after which he came to tlie United States, his destination being Chicago, Hlinois. On his

arrival in New York city he liad only twenty-one dollars and on reacliing Chicago found

that he had only three dollars remaining. This was in 1888. Having no friends in the city

and but little money he was obliged to seek employment at once and soon obtained a posi-

tion in a drug store in a German section for at that time he was unfamiliar with thci

English language b>it could sjieak Cierman as well as Hungarian. Saving his money, lu-

eniiaoed a private tutor to teach him English and was quick to learn, so that after ten

months' residence in Chicago he was able to take the state examination for assistant pharma-
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cist liwiLSf, wliifh 111" passed. A year later he received a pharmacist's license. Mr. Ostrofsky
continued to worl^ for druggists in Chicago for six years and during that time took out liis

naturalization papers, becoming a citizen of the United .States.

It was in 1SU4 that Mr. Ostrofsky removed to Bridgeport, Connecticut, wliere lie hud a
sister living, and here rented a vacant store at the corner of Hallam street and Pembroke
in East Bridgejjort, which had previously been occupied by a druggist and still contained
ii.\tures suitable for his business. These he also rented from the landlord as at that time
his capital was very limited and he did not have enough money to buy both fixtures and a
stock of drugs. He opened his store for linsiness on the Tth of May, 1894, with all his

savings invested, but prospered in his new undertaking and in a few years was able to

purchase a vacant lot at the corner of Pembroke and Hamilton streets, on which he erected

a modern two story brick building in 1900, the lower floor being especially arranged and
equipped for a drug store, while the upper tloor was made into living apartments. Here
Mr. Ostrofsky has since carried on business with marked success, and in January, 1913, also

bought a store building and lot at No. 1141 East Main street, Bridgeport, where he also

conducted a drug store under a manager and has built up a line trade there. He is a member
of the American Pliarmaceutical Association and the Connecticut Pharmaceutical Association.

Mr. Ostrofsky was married in Bridgeport, October 15. 1896, to Miss Mary Casey, who
was born, reared and educated in Holyoke, Massachusetts, and is a daughter of ,James P.
and Mary iMosher) Casey. Her father was a native of Bridgeport and here died. Mrs.
Casey was born in Seymour, Connecticut, and belongs to an old New England family which
was represented in the war for independence, making her eligible to the Daughters of the
American Kevolution. She also had a brother in the Civil war. Mr. and Mrs. Ostrofsky have
three children, all born in Bridgeport, namely: Frank .1.. born September 28, 1899; Edna
Jlay, September 3, 1901; and James N., .May 14, 1904. The older son is now attending- hi<^h

sciiool.

Mr. Ostrofsky purchased the old Natlianiel \\heeler homestead at the corner of East
Main street and Boston avenue and tliere the family now reside. They are members of the
Roman Catholic church, and he is also identified with St. John's Slavonian Sick & Benefit
Society and the Independent Order of Foresters at Bridgeport. In politics he is independent.
He assisted in organizing the American Bank & Trust Company of Bridgeport, of which he
is now a director and a member of the executive committee. He stands high in business
circles and is respected wlu'rever known.

AXEL PEDERSEN.

wasAxel Pedersen, of the Pedersen Brothers Manufacturing Company of Bridgeport,
burn in Copenhagen, Denmark, April 23, 1884, and was well qualitied by educational trainino-

for the life work which he has taken up. He is a graduate of a technical school and in his
youthful days he learned meclianical engineering. Attracted by the opportunities of the
new world, he determined to try his fortune on this side the Atlantic and came to America
in 1906. He first secured employment with the Yost Typewriter Company, spending five

years as one of its representatives in connection with the tool department at Bridgeport.
He spent three and one-half years in Detroit, Michigan, holding responsible positions with
the Cadillac Motor Car Company, the Buick Motor Car Company, the Studebaker and Ford
companies and gaining experience which was invaluable to him when his present business
was organized. He afterward worked for a year and a half in the plant of the American
Grajhophone Company and in January, 1916, became one of the organizers of the Pedersen
Brothers Manufacturing Company, his partner being Julius Pedersen. They established busi-
ness at No. 236 Middle street for the manufacture and designing of tools and special
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machinerv, gauges, etc. Tlie plant has about t«o tliousanj sijuare feet of floor space and

is equipped with modern machinery. They employ about twenty slcilled mechanics and all

tools made by them arc tested by the famous .lolianson blocks. They turn out some of

the finest tools nuule in Bridgeport and their output includes sjiecial tools of all kinds.

Axel Pedersen hohls membership with the Masonic fraternity and is loyal to the teach-

ings and purposes of the craft. He also belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

His attention, however, is chiefly given to his business interests and his intelligently directed

efTorts have brought him a measure of success of which he ipay well feel proud. His experi-

ence in a business way lias been very broad, developing his accuracy and efliciency, and he is-

reco"nized as an expert in tool making and mechanical engineering.

CLARENCE NILES PAYNE, M. D.

Dr. Clarence Nilcs Payne, a physician and surgeon of Bridgeport, was born in Waverly,

New York, September S, 1863, a son of Frederick York Payne, whose birth occurred at

Smethport, Pennsylvania, his parents being Hiram and Sarah (York) Payne. The latter's

parents were living in Pennsylvania at the time of the Wyoming massacre but managed to

escape from the Indians. Both Frederick Y. Payne and his wife have now passed away.

Dr. Payne was reared under the parental roof and in the New Y'ork Homeopathic Medical

College he prepared for a professional career, winning the M. D. degree in 1885. His first

practical experience came to him through serving as interne in the Cumberland Street

Hospital of Brooklyn. New York, where he remained for a year and a half, having ami)le

opportunity to put his theoretical training to tlie practical test in the varied experiences

of hospital work. He practiced medicine at Port .Tervis, New York, from 1886 until 1890

and since the latter date has been in Bridgeport. In the interim he has built up an extensive

practice which is bringing to him a substantial measure of success.

On the 15th of November, 1887, Dr. Payne was united in marriage to Miss .Teannie

McLean, of Brooklyn, and they have a daughter. Beatrice Marion, who is a graduate of Miss

Fuller's Ossining (N. Y.) School for Girls. Mrs. Payne was born at Inverness, Scotland,

and was brought to the United States by her parents when a little maiden of but twelve

Hummers.'

Dr. Payne is a member of the First Presbyterian church and he is a director of the

Bridgeport Christian Union. His fraternal allegiance is given to the Odd Fellows. He

exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and measures of tlie prohibition party

and has ever been a stalwart advocate of the cause of temperance. He belongs to the

American Institute of Homeopathy and to the Connecticut State Homeopathic Medical

Society and of the latter was at one time jiresident—a fact which indicates the high

position accorded him by his colleagues and contemporaries in the profession. His aid and

influence are always given on the side of progress and improvement and he stands as a loyal

supporter of those movements which are seeking the uplift of the individual and the better-

ment of the community.

HARRY J. PLATT.

Harry .J. Piatt, president of the Reo Garage, Incorporated, is conducting a well organized

and rapidly developing business in this connection. He was born in Bridgeport, October 20,

1880, a son of Henry and Mary (Blake) Piatt, the former a native of Bethlehem, Conn<'ctieut,

while the latter was born in Bridgeport. The father devoted his lif.' to the occii|iatinn of
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fartiiiiij; nnil in liis liiiiiic, in tlif usual UKiuncr cil faiiu lails (jI the iiciind, liarrv .1. I'latt

spent tlu" (lays of liis boylnnKl ami yipulh. He ai-'niiicd a public schiinl c'(hHation ami he lias

lii'iii rii^Mjioil in tlu' autmiMiliili' liu>im'ss li>n{{iT than any otlicr num in l!riilf.'c]iiprt. In fact

lu> is a pioneer in tlii^ lielil. Hi' started as a cluuili'eur, thoroughly aecpiainted himself

with the nieehanisni of motor ears anil eventually orjiani/ed the Keo Garage, Ineorporaled.

Of this eonipany he is the president, with (leorge \V. Smith as seei'etary and treasuier. Tlie

business is located at Nos. 173 to ITS l':im street and they are now ereeting a new garage
on (I'olden Hill strei't, near \\ashingtoM, a two-story structure sixty by two hundred and
seventy feet. It is ecpiipped with tile lloor and has a show-room fifty by forty feet. In

fact the plant i*i thoroughly modern in every paiticular and in iiddition to show and
Kulesroonis there is maintained a complete machine shop. The ecjuipanv carries a full line

of auto parts and at the new plant they will conduct a garage business, having room for

two hundred ears, there being si.xteen thousand square feet of Hoor space on each Hoor. The
garage is equipped with a ramp for taking cars to the second Hoor and this is the

largest and most modern garage in Bridgeport, being ready for business in Julv. I'.ilT.

The company does all clas.ses of mechanical work except painting and wooil woik and
they employ twenty skilled nieeh.inics. They liaiullc the Keo iind Steams-Knight cais and
also Reo trucks and have the agency for Fairfield county and also a part of New Haven
county. Something of the notable growth of their patronage is indicated in the fact that
they are now doing double the business which they did a year ago and this result has largely

been achieved through the enterjirise. industry, persevi-rance and capable managi'iiient of

llr. I'latt.

On the 11th of September, 19n(;. :Mr. Piatt was united in marriage to Miss Susanne
McQuade. of New York. He belongs to the Algonquin Club and is popular in both business
and social circles of this city.

FRANK H. MULLINS.

Among the wide-awake, enterprising business men of Bridgeport is numbered F"rank H.
Mullins at the head of the Mullins Tyjiewriter E.xchange, which is doing the largest business
of its kind in the state of Connecticut. Mr. Mullins was born in Bridgeport on the isth
of April, 1880, and is a son of Patrick and Bridget (Collins) Mullins, natives of Ireland,
where they were reared and married. On leaving his old home in Limerick the father came
to the United States in 187(1 and made his home in Bridgeport throughout the remainder of
his life, dying here in 191f). By occupation he was a steam engineer. The mother also
passed away in Bridgeport, in tin- faith of the Catholic church, to which both she and her
husband belonged.

Frank H. Jlullins was educated in the city scliools of Bridgeport and in earlv life took
up mechanics, being first employed at repairing typewriters with the Marshall Typewriter
Exchange in this city. On leaving that company in 1906 he began business in a small wav
at the corner of State and Main streets under the name of the Mullins Typewriter Exclian"e
and as time passed he steadily built up a good trade. In 1915 he removed to his present
locality at No. 1280 Main street, where he now has a large, handsome up-to-date establish-

ment, and is enjoying an excellent biisiness. He is the Bridgeport agent for the Corona
typewriter and is today the oldest man in the retail typewriter business in the city,

having been identified with that enterprise since starting out in life for himself.

On the 27th of January, 1914. Mr. Mullins was married at Stratford, Connecticut, to
Miss Cecelia McGrath, who was born in that city and was graduated from St. Vincent's
Training School for Nurses at Norfolk. Virginia. Her father, Thomas McGrath, is also a
native of Stratford, where he is now engaged in business as a market gardener. .Mr. and
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.Mrs. Mullins have a ilauglitcr, Cecelia Frances. They are members of the Roman Catholic

church and XIr. MuUiiis is also a charter member of Rogers Council, No. 1248, K. C, which he

has served as financial secretary. In politics he is an independent democrat. He is one of

the representative business men of his native city and the success that has come to him is

but the just reward of his own industry, enterprise and good management.

MICHAEL HAWIE.

Jlichaol Hawie. who is engaged in the manufacture of buckles, is one of the enterprising

and resourceful manufacturers who are fast making Bridgeport one of the leading industrial

centers of the country. He was born in the Mount Lebanon district, in Syria, in 1876

and is a son of Ayub and Lillian Hawie. He received an excellent education in the English

and American mission schools in his native country and in 1896, when twenty years old,

emigrated to New York city. For some time he was employed in various factories there

and later began manufacturing in a small way on his own account. He met with gratifying

success in his independent ventures and in 1907 came to Bridgeport and purchased a buckle

factory at No. 739 North Washington avenue, which he has since owned and operated. At

that time there were only twenty-five employes, but during the ten years he has been in

control of the business that number has been increased three hundred per cent, the factory

now employing twenty-five men and fifty women. The output has increased proportionately.

The chief product is suspender and hose supporter buckles and almost the entire output finds

sale in New York city and abroad. One important factor in the rapid growth of the

business has been the automatic machinery used in the plant. Many of the improved

features of this machinery are the inventions of Mr. Hawie.

One machine which formerly required two men and si.x women to operate, now through

Mr. Hawie's improvements, is absolutely automatic,' thus effecting a great saving in labor

cost. He is continually studying his business, both in its operating and in its selling depart-

ments, in an effort to effect other changes which will make for efficiency and lower costs.

Mr. Hawie was married in New Y'ork city a short time before his removal to Bridgeport.

.\lthough not a member of any denomination, he attends the various Protestant churches

and supports those measures making for moral advancement. The highly gratifying success

which he has gained during the twenty-one years that he has been a resident of the United

States is but the natural result of his quickness to recognize opportunities, his initiative

and keen business judgment, and he is held in the highest esteem in manufacturing circles.

DA\'ID HENRY MONAHAN, M. D.

T)r. David Ilciuy Xfoiiahan. who since October, 1900, has been engaged in the practice

of medicine an<l surgery in Bridgeport, now enjoys an enviable reputation, for throughout

this entire period, covering seventeen years, he has made steady progress owing to his

broadening experience and constant study. He was born at Southington, Connecticut. Feb-

ruary 9, 1862. a son of .lames M. and Bridget (McKiernan) Monahan, both of whom were

natives of Ireland, in which country they were acquainted, although their marriage was

celebrated in New Haven after they had emigrated to the new world. The father was a

coal merchant and tlnis provided for his family, but l>oth he and Ids wife are now de-

d. Dr. Xlonahan was the sixth of their ten children, of whom only three are yet

.-. lie has a brother and sister; Dr. .loseph B. Monahan. a physician of New Haven:

nd .Julia A., also living in that city, where she is engaged in teaching in the public schools.

cease
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Ur. Daviil II. Mdiialiaii spent liis youtlit'nl days in liis native city and in tlie year in

which he attained liis niajority was irraduated from .Manhattan {'idleue of New York eity,

winning the liaelu'lov <il .\i'ts degree on the completion of a four years' course in that

institution. lie afteiward followed business pursuits in Southington for several years

hut at length determined to prepare for the practice of medicine and in 189G matriculated

in the medical department of Dartmouth College, from which he was graduated in 1300.

He then opened an ollice at Derby, Connecticut, but in October of the same year removed

to Bridgcjjort, where he has since successfully practiced. He is now serving on the board of

health and is a member of the stall' of 8t. Vincent's Hospital. Through the interchange of

thought and experience in the meetings of the Bridgeport, the Fairfield County, the Con-

necticut .State and the American itedical Associations, of all of which he is a member,

he keeps in toucli witli the trend of modern thouglit and scientific medical research.

On the Kith of April, luo:.', Dr. Monahan was nuirried to Jliss Mary K. Tuite, of Hart-

ford, who was a teacher in the publici schools tliere and is a graduate of the Connecticut

State Normal School of New Britain. They have live children: llary E., David T., Julia.

Catherine and Elizabctli. The family are communiiants of the Sacred Heart church and

have always adhered to the Uonian t'atholic faitli. Dr. Monahan has membership with

the Knights of Columbus, also the Ancient Order of Hibernians and the Fraternal Order

of Eagles, and he belongs as well to the Algonc]uiu Club. His political allegiance is given

to the democratic party and he has served as a mcuuber of the board of education of

Bridgeport for six years. His Inune is practically his ehib, for he is devoted to the welfare

of his family and prefers to spend his leisure hours at his own fireside.

•lUDGE CARL FOSTER.

Although a native of Virginia, Judge Carl Foster, attorney of Bridgeport, is a repre-

sentative of one of the old and well known Connecticut families identified with the history

of New Englani! since early colonial days, the Fosters lirst nuiking settlement at Middletown
in 1625. Down through succeeding generations the family has stood for loyalty in citizen-

ship and jirogressiveness in public affairs, and when the Civil war was inaugurated Isaac

McKendry Foster, father of Judge Foster, responded to the country's call for troops, enlisting

as a private in the One Hundred and Forty-sixth New York Volunteer Infantry, with which
he served throughout the period of hostilities, spending ten niontlis of that time in Confederate

prisons. When the war was over he returned to New York and devoted his life to the

work of the ministry as a Methodist clergyman. He wedded Julia E. Mosher, whose ancestors

were also Connecticut people, settling at Milford in 1639.

Judge Foster accompanied his parents on their removal from Virginia to New York and
from the Empire state came to Connecticut. His more specifically literary course was
pursued in Dickinson College, which conferred upon him the degree of Bachelor of Arts in

1S93 and in 1896 the honorary degree of Master of Arts. It was in that year that he was
admitted to the bar in Fairfield county, having successfully passed the re(|uired examination

in January after having carefully studied in preparation for a legal career. He entered

upon active practice in connection with the firm of Lockwood & Beers and upon the death

of the senior partner. Judge David B. Lockwood. in January, 1897, he was admitted to a

partnership by Judge Beers under the firm style of Beers & Foster, a relation that was main-

tained until April 15, 1915. At that date he entered into partnership with Frederick E.

Morgan and the firm of Foster & Morgan is now engaged in general law practice in Bridge-

port, where a liberal clientage is accorded them. While well grounded in the principles

of common law when admitted to the bar, Judge Foster has continued through the whole

of his professional Hfe a diligent student of those elemental princi[des that constitute the
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basis of all le^al science and tliis knowledge has served him well in the courts, where he has

successfully conducted many eases. Preparing his cases with great care, if there has been a

close legal point involved in the issue, it has been his habit to thoroughly examine every

authority within his reach bearing on the question, and this makes him a formidable adversary.

His addresses before the courts are models of clearness and logic and his reputation as a lawyer

has been won through earnest, honest labor, wliile his standing at the bar is a merited tribute

to his ability.

On the :i9th of June, 1S97, Mr. Foster was married in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, to Miss

Delia J. Norcross, of that state, and they have become parents of two sons and live daughters,

namely: Mary Louise, Julia ilosher, Elizabeth Xorcross, (Jeorge Noreross, Rutli Sheldon,

Sheldon Jackson and Delia Sheldon.

Judge Foster is a stalwart republican and on various occasions has been called to public

office by his fellow townsmen, who have recognized ids worth and ability. In ISyS he was

elected a member of the board of aldermen and served for one term of two years, acting as

president of the board during half of that period. In 1907 he was elected deputy judge of

tlie city Court and in 1909 he was elected judge of the city court, which position he tilled for

four years. He has also been one of the trustees of the Connecticut Colony for Epileptics.

In Masonry he has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and also the

Knight Temjilar degree of the York Rite. He has been the national head of the Improved

Order of Red ilen, thus serving from 1912 until 1911, and he holds membership with the

Sons of Veterans and the Sons of the American Revolution. His name is also on the mem-

bership roll of the Yale Graduates Club of New Haven and of the Sigma Chi Club of New

York city, while in Bridgeport he has membership with the Brooklawn Country, the University

and the Black Rock Yacht Clubs, indicating his popularity among his fellow townsmen.

CHARLES W. PFLOMM.

Charles W. Ptlomm, a man of sound business judgment, alert and enterprising, con-

diicting a substantial business as a florist, is also one of the directors of the American Bank

& Trust Company of Bridgeport, which he aided in organizing. He was born in Brooklyn,

New York, in 1S61, a son of Charles and Emma (Frauenberger) Ptlomm. The father was

a native of (iermany and in young manhood came to America, settling first at Brooklyn,

New York, whence he removed to Bridgeport in 1866. Here he began business as a florist,

turning his attention to the raising of flowers on Barnum avenue, in the eastern part of

the city. He continued in business up to the time of his death and long ranked as one

of the leaders in his line of activity, having one of the finest florist's establishments of

the city. When he opened his business on Barnum avenue his location was out in the

country. Both he and his wife passed away in Bridgeport, the death of Mr. Pflomra

occurring in 1911.

rliarhs \V. Pllomm was a little lad of but five years when he came to Bridgeport

with his parents and here he attended the city schools. His business training was received

under the direction' of liis father, with whom he learned everything in connection with

flower propagation and dcvelo])ment. He continued as an employe of his father until

1891, when he and his brother Oeorgo were admitted to a partnership in the business under

the firm style of Charles Pllomm Sons. This association was maintained until the

father's death in 1911, when the firm was dissolved and Charles W. Pllomm established

an independent enterprise at No. 1195 Barnum avenue, where he has a fine modern florist's

establishment with hothousi's and open gardens as well as a most attractive sales room.

He enjoys an excellent trade. His entire life has been devoted to the business and he has

a comprehensive knowledge of everything! connected therewith. He also assisted in organ-
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izing tlie Amcricaii ISatik & Trust C'oiupiuiv uf Bridgcpoit and liis recognizoil Imsiiiess

judgment lod tn liis cli't'tioii to tlio directorate. He now lias active voice in tlie manage-

ment of the bank and brings to bear in the solution of its problems thi' same keen discern-

ment and sagacity which have won for him success as a florist.

On the 29th of November. lilOrJ, Mr. I'tlomm was married to Miss Anna Marie Kachcle.

of Bridgeport, who was born in Newtown, fonnecticut, a daughter of George and Anna
Sr. (Steib) Kachele, who were natives of (iermany. The father was a farmer of Easlon,

Connecticut, and it was there that Jlrs. PHomm was reared and educated.

In politics Mr. Pllomm follows an independent course, voting according to tlie dictates

of his judgment. Fraternally he is connected witli the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

He has never sought to figure in any public life outside of business, but has concentrated

his efforts upon his business as a florist and has made for himself a most creditable name
and position in commercial circles.

CHARLES R. PEABODY.

Charles R. Peabody. Bridgeport manager for Ountee W. Flint in the handling of the

Ford automobile, was born in Newport. Rhode Island, in 1877. After completing a public

echool education ho turned his attention to the clothing business in his native state and in

1911 he engaged in the automobile business in connection with D. W. Flint at Providence.

Rhode Island. With the development of the business he opened a branch house for Mr.

Flint at Newport and in 1914 came to Bridgeport in charge of the interests of Mr. Flint,

who has the agency for Fairfield and New Haven counties in Connecticut and for the entire

state of Rhode Island. In this connection he controls sixteen stores, nine of which are

located in Connecticut. The Bridgeport branch is at No. 141 Cannon street and at 3SS

Fairfield avenue. Mr. Peabody in his business covers all of the territory here and also at

Stratford and Southport and carries a full line of Ford cars and Ford accessories, having

put out a thousand or more cars in the year 1916. He employs thirty men who are skilled

mechanics an<I has his own repair shop, garage and gasoline station. The business under his

direction has grown steadily until it has now assumed extensive and gratifying proportions,

indicating the excellent methods and enterprising spirit of Mr. Peabody.

In 1902 Mr. Peabody was united in marriage to Miss Lilly Howard, of Newport. Rhode

Island, and their children are: Richard, fourteen years of age: Howard, eight years of age;

and Phyllis Spencer. Mr. Peabody is identified with no clubs or lodges. In his leisure hours

his interest centers in his home. Through the day his attention is concentrated upon his

business, which is rapidly developing under his able management and careful control.

GEORGE W. SMITH.

George W. Smith, secretary of the Reo Garage, Incorporated, and active in the manage-
ment of that undertaking, which is now proving one of the prosperous business enterprises of

the city, was born in Waterbury, Connecticut, April 17, 1881, a son of Charles A. and Annie

(Wardley) Smith, who in 1890 removed to Bridgeport, the father becoming manager for the

White & Wells Company. He remained active in business for many years but is now living

retired at Stratford, enjoying a rest which he has truly earned and richly deserves.

George W. Smith was a lad of but nine summers when the family came to Bridgeport and

his education, previously begun in the public schools of the state, was here continued until

he had completed the high school course. He afterward became a student in the Union
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liusiness College and was tliiis trained for the practical and responsible duties of a business

career. He has always concentrated his efforts and attention along industrial lines and he

started out in the business world as an employe of the Wheel & Wood Bending Company.

Later he was in tlie employ of M. H. Rogers as buyer of iron and steel and afterward bteame

connected with tlie Bridgeport Chain Company, which he represented as cashier for eight

years. He next was with the Ford Garage for two months, at the end of which time he

joined H. J. I'latt in organizing the Reo Garage, Incorporated, of which he has since been

the secretary and treasurer. Their business has enjoyed a very rapid and substantial growth.

Thev handle the Reo and Stearns-Knight cars, also sell all kinds of auto parts and have

recently opened a large garage containing thirty-two thousand square feet of floor space.

On the Sth of March, 1916, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Julia F. BUilve. and

thev have one child, Wardley B. Mr. Smith is connected with no lodges or clubs, preferring

to concentrate his efforts and undivided attention upon his business affairs, which, carefully

directed, are bringing to him a gratifying measure of prosperity.

GEORGE WALLER HAWLEY, M. D.

Ur. George Waller Hawley, who since 1908 has been engaged in active and successful

practice in orthopedic surgery in Bridgeport, his native city, w-as born July 24, 1S74, and is

the eldest son of Alexander Hawley, who for many years was an olTicer in the Bridgeport

Savings Bank, filling the position of treasurer at the time of his death, which occurred in

1909. He was born in this city in 1843 and at the age of sixteen years made his initial

step in the banking business in a clerical capacity. That was in 1859, and from that date

until his death a half century later he was continuously identified with the banking

business of Bridgeport. His desk in the Bridgeport Savings Bank at the time of his death

stood over the identical spot of ground which was the site of the bank in which he had

begun as clerk fifty years before. He was at his demise the pioneer banker of Bridgeport

and had long been honored as a most prominent financier of the city. His wife, who bore

the maiden name of Susan H. Walier, was born in New Preston, Connecticut, in lS4,^j and

departed this life in 1898. Her father, George B. Waller, was long a prominent citizen of

Bridgeport, where at one time he was president of two hanks. Dr. Hawley is the eldest

of a family of four sons, his brothers being: Alexander W.. of Fort Dodge, Iowa; and

Samuel M. and Bronson, both of whom are residents of Bridgeport, the former having suc-

ceeded his father as treasurer of the Bridgeport Savings Bank.

In his youthful days Dr. Hawley attended the Bridgeport public schools and later became

a student in St. Paul's School at Concord. New Hampshire, where he remained for two years.

He entered Yale in 1893 and there won his Bachelor of Philosophy degree in 1896. With

broad literary learning to serve as the foundation upon which to rear the superstructure of

professional knowledge, he entered the Cornell University Jledieal College in New York

city and there received his M. D. degree in 1899. He gained further comprehensive knowledge

through two years' service as interne in the Bellevue Hospital of New York city, benetiting

by the broad experience which only hospital practice can bring. Later lie spent a year in

Europe, continuing hi? medical studies in Y'icnna, where he came under the instruction and

ol)servcd the methods of some of the most eminent physicians and surgeons of the old world.

This was in 1902. Upon returning to the United States he went to the Pacific coast and for

six years practiced in Seattle, Washington, but since 1908 has been engaged in active and

successful practice in Bridgeport. He ia now serving on the surgical staff of the Bridgeport

Hospital and also of St. Vincent's Hospital and he is surgeon on tlie staff of the Hospital for

the Ruptured and Crippled of New York city. His work has attracted the attention and

received the endorsement of many of his colleagues and contemporaries in professional circles
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and he has become recognized as an anthorily npon tlie subject of ortliuiiedie siirgerv, in

which he specializes. He is tlie invcntur ol an ortliopedie table that is in general use

throughout the world and is the inventor ol much otJier valuable a[i[)aratus used in con-

nection with orthopedic work. He spent three months in the summer of 191G in a military

hospital in France, attending the wounded from the front. When in Paris he met the surgeon

in chief of the Hospital Buflon from Buenos Aires, Argentine, South America—Dr. Pedro

("hutro, who upon being introduced to Dr. Hawley said: "I have heard of you, Dr. Hawley,

and use your orthopedic table at the University of Buenos Aires." Dr. Hawley was invited

to go to Paris and take with him his orthopedic inventions, which he did, and by courtesy of

the French government the apparatus was all passed in as baggage. His stay abroad was
of mutual benelit to the wounded French and to Dr. Hawley, who through his experience

there added much to his knowledge and skill. In May, 1917, he was recommended by the

National Council of Defense for service in England with the United States Medical Army
Reserve Corps Commission, the commission sailing for England on May 15, 1917.

On the 15th of September, 1902, Dr. Hawley was married to Miss Anne Payne Murray,
of Chicago, and they have two children: Murray, born April 18, 1914; and Nancy, February

2, 1916. Dr. and Mrs. Hawley hold membership in the United Congregational church of

Bridgeport and he belongs also to the University and Brooklawn Clubs. In politics he is a

progressive republican and keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day. He
is identified professionally with the Bridgeport, Fairfield County, Connecticut State and
American Medical Associations, the American Orthopedic Association, and the New York
Academy of Medicine. His efforts along professional lines have constituted a valuable and
direct contribution to the world's work. Concentrating his attention along a given line, his

experiments, his research and his investigation have resulted in bringing forth many
inventions which have resulted in orthopedic corrections and both his inventions and his

methods are now widely used and followeil throughout the world.

RALPH \V. BARNES.

Ralph W. Barnes, Bridgeport manager for the Detroit Cadillac Motor Company, is a
Pennsylvanian by birth. His natal day was March 8, 1874, and his birthplace is Gibson,

Susquehanna county. In the public schools he acquired his education, after which he took

up the task of learning carriage building. Subsequently he was engaged in the bicycle

business and later he turned his attention to the automobile business in Buffalo, New York,

in 1897, there engaging in the building of steam driven automobiles in connection with his

brother-in-law under the name of the Conrad Motor Carriage Company. In that connection

he marketed many cars, shipping several hundred to England. At length, however, the

company failed for lack of capital, for they were pioneers in that undertaking. Ralph \V.

Barnes then became connected with the Auto Car Equipment Company, occupying the

responsible position of superintendent for three years. He afterward went to Cleveland,

Ohio, where he had charge of one of the largest garages of the city, having charge of

Cadillac agency. His next step made him superintendent with the Auto Car Equipment
Company and in .January, 1906. he came to Bridgeport, becoming associated with the M;ller

Garage in the building of commercial cars. In this connection he developed some good
models. Following the death of Mr. Miller, Mr. Barnes conducted the garage for a few years,

selling Maxwell and Chalmers cars, and in 1909 he took over the Chalmers branch of the

business with the Carl H. Page Company. This was afterward purchased by the factory but
Mr. Barnes continued as manager.

On the 1st of August, 1916, he took the Cadillac agency and is now conducting business

at No. 532 Fairfield avenue, with a salesroom thirty-five by fifty feet. His salesroom is
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mahogany triiiiincd with tile tU)or, and lio has a service station thirty-five by eighty-five

feet witli cement floor. The buikliiig, which was erected at a cost of fifty thousand dollars,

was finished in 11)17. The service station includes a repair department for owners of Cadillac

cars and six skilled mechanics are employed, with Charles M. Campbell, an expert workman,

in charge of the service department, he having for many years done work with Cadillac

oar.^. Successive stages of business development have brought Mr. Barnes to the place which

he occupies in connection with the automobile trade. He is well equipped for his present

responsibilities and duties and is building up a business of very gratifying proportions.

Mr. Parnes was married to Miss Clara Cannon, of Buffalo, New York, a daughter of

R. J. Cannon of the Grand Trunk Railway and a native of England. Mr. and Mrs. Barnes

have two children, Eleanor and Janet. Mr. Barnes belongs to the Masonic frate»nity and

also to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, while in club circles he is well known as a

representative of the Algonquin Club. His political allegiance is given to the republican

party. He is a self-made man and one whose efforts have been effective forces in the attain-

ment of success, for he has ever displayed untiring energy intelligently directed.

CHARLES W. ELLISON.

Charles W. Ellison, conducting a profitable business in tires and automobile acces-

sories at Bridgeport, was born in England, September 26, 1863, a son of William and Eliza-

beth (Bannister) Ellison, who came to the United States with their family in the spring

of 1869, when Charles W. Ellison was about five years old. The family home was estab-

lished in Brooklyn, New York, where they remained for about three years and then went

to Hartford, Connecticut, where the father engaged in merchandising, but both he and his

wife are now deceased.

Charles W. Ellison supplemented a public school education by a course in a business

college and when a youth of nine and a half years he made his initial step in the business

world in connection with the rubber trade, entering the employ of John W. Cray, who

founded the Hartford Rubber Works, now a part of the United States Tire Company.

That he was capable, faithful and efficient is indicated by the fact that he remained with

Mr. (iray for ten years, during which time he gained valuable experience and a compre-

liensive knowledge of the business. In 1884 he entered the shop of Pratt & Whitney in

Hartford, serving a three years' apprenticeship as a machinist. In 1888 he removed to

Bridgeport, where he became manager of the first and only rubber store in the city,

known as tlic (Joodyear Rubber Store, and one year later purchased the business. Soon

aftcrwanl William B. Middlebrook was admitted as a partner, under the firm name of

Ellison & Middlebrook, the business being located at 465 Main street In addition to the

rubber business, bicycles were carried, the business in this line being one of the largest

in the city. About 1898 the business was disposed of to the Ailing Rubber Company, and

Mr. Ellisiiii then became a traveling salesman for the Acme Manufacturing Company of

Reading, Pennsylvania, in the sale of bicycles. He became superintendent of manufactur-

ing for the American Graphophone Company, but he did not enter the service of that

company in that position, however, for his original position was one of minor importance.

Gradvially he worked his way upward and had been with the company for fifteen years

when in 19i:! he opened the IHlison Tire and Repair Company business. He now handles

tires of all makes, also Ford parts, and does vulcanizing of all kinds. The business is

located at No. 371 Fairfield avenue. He has built up a large and gratifying trade and

gives his attention closely to liis liusiiicss, often working from seven o"cdoc'k in the morn-

ing until midnight.

In 1889 Mr. Ellison was united in marriage to Miss Ella Jlay Kliner, of Hartford, a
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(luiigliti'i- of lln:un W. and I'viitliia EliiiiT, till' furiiiiT manayor of a freight lii-jmt at

Hartford ami a reiiresentativc of an old pioiifor family (jf tlie state.

-Mr. Kllisoii lielonnrs to tlio Masonic lodge and to tlie Independent Order of Odd Fellows

and tlie Order of Owls, and he attends the Episcopal Cliureh. He exercises his right of

franchise in support of tin; men and measures of the republican party, to which he has

given his support since age conferred upon him the right of franchise. He has ever been

loyal to any cause that he has espoused and faitht\il to any project that he has under-

taken and stej) by steji he has advanced in the liusiness world.

FRANK J. QL'IXX.

With the si)lendid system of organization that exists in connection with the automobile

trade of the countiy it is natural tluit the leading houses should have branch establishments

in Bridgeport, the center of great commercial and industrial activity. It is in this connec-

tion that Frank J. Quinn has become well known as the Bridgeport manager of the Fisk
Rubber Company of New York. He was born in the metropolis in January, 18ST, and in

the acquirement of his education mastered the branches of learning there tau"ht in the

graded and high schools. He has been identilied with the rubber tire business since 1906,

entering that field in New York, where he remained for seven and a half years, durinf
which time he tlioroughly acquainted himself with every phase of the trade, the market
and the qualitiy of goods carried. He afterward became connected with the Fisk Company
in New York and in 1915 came to Bridgeport, where his business is now located at No. 284
Fairlield avenue. He is manager of the Bridgeport factory branch and service station,

which is twenty-five by one hundred feet, and he maintains a vulcanizing dejiartment and
employs four experts. They handle pneumatic tires and maintain a high standard of products,

for which the Fisk name has become a synonym. The business has already "rown to

gratifying proportions and is bringing to Mr. Quinn a very desirable and notable measure
of success.

Fraternally Mr. Quinn is connected with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and he
is also a member of the Irish-American Athletic Club of New Y'ork.

THOMAS F. MAETIN, M. D.

Dr. Thomas F. Martin lias since 1877 engaged in tlie practice of medicine in Bridgeport

and is today one of the oldest physicians of the city in years of continuous connection with
professional interests here. He was born in Waterbury. Connecticut, February 29, 1852. His
father Thomas Martin, was a contractor and builder and became a man of lart'e means. He
was born in Ireland and when a youth of eighteen crossed the Atlantic, spending the remainder

of his life in Waterbury. Connecticut, where he ranked with the most prominent, intluential

and substantial citizens. His wife, who bore the maiden name of JIargaret McCann. was
also born in Ireland and both have now passed away.

Dr. Martin was reared in Waterbury, Connecticut, and acquired his early education in

the public schools there. He next entered the Holy Cross College of Worcester, Massachusetts,

where he remained for a year and a half and subsequently spent a year as a student in

Seton Hall College at South Orange, New .lersey, and a year and a half in Manhattan
College of New York city, where he finished his acadamic studies and won his Bachelor of

Arts degree. He afterward matriculated in the medical department of the New Y'ork Uni-

versity and won his professional degree upon graduation in 1874. For a year thereafter he

Vol. 11— 17
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served as intorne in tlie liflk-viic Hospital of New York city and for two years engaged in

active jjractice in tlie metrcipolis but in 1877 removed to Bridgeport, wliere he has now

followed his profession for forty years, being today one of the oldest physicians of the city.

Dr. Jlartin was married in IS82 to Miss Anna Paddock, of Bridgeport, who died February

1 1SM2, leavin" two daughters and a son: Edith, the wife of Frederick W. Wren; Albert V.;

and Marguerite, the wife of Jolm A. Hurley, Jr. Tlic daughters both reside in Bridgeport.

The only son is now serving in the I'nited States army and at this writing is stationed at

Fort Bavard, New Mexico. The religious faith of tlic family is tliat of the Roman Catholic

church. Dr. Martin being a communicant of St. Augustine's churcli. He was also one of the

organizers of the Bridgeport Council of the Knights of Columbus and he became one of the

organizers and charter members of the Seaside Club. His political allegiance is given to the

democratic ))arty and for eight years he served on the board of education and for two

vears on tlie board of healtli. He keeps in toucli with tlie trend of modern professional

thouglit and jirogress as a member of the Fairlield Cciunty and Connecticut State Medical

Societies.

REV. JAMES B. NIHILL.

Rev. James B. Nihill, pastor of St. Augustine's church of Bridgeport, was born at

New Britain, Connecticut, April 6, 1856, a son of Martin and Honora (Byron) Nihill. The

father, a native of Ireland, there learned the carpenter's trade and on coming to America

settled in New Britain, Connecticut, in 1840, continuing his residence there until his death,

which occurred when he had reached the very venerable age of ninety-four years. His wife

was eighty-seven years of age at the time of her demise. They had a family of seven

children, of whom two are living, the elder being Edward Nihill, who at the age of seventy

years is residing in New Britain, where he was born.

Rev. James B. Nihill obtained his early education in St. Mary's parish school at New

Britain, also attended the public grammar school for a year and was graduated from the high

school of his native city in 1874. He afterward worked at the carpenter's trade with his

father in order to get enough money to enter college. He first became a student in Holy

Cross College at Worcester in February, 1876, and by working whenever opportunity offered

through his college days he w-as able to meet the expenses of his course and was graduated

with tl'.e liacliclor of Arts degree in 1878. He next became a student in the Grand Seminary

at Montreal. Canada, and was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop Fabre on the 23d of

December, 1882. His first assignment was to St. Mary's church at Birmingham, now Derby,

Connecticut, in 18S3, at which time the church was just being built. In 1885 he became

assistant of St. Peter's church in Danbury, Connecticut, and on the 21st of May, 1889, he

reuuivcd to Bridgeport to organize St. Patrick's parish. Title had been previously procured to

vacant propiTty on Lindley street as a site for the cluirch, situated between North Wash-

ington and North avenues, where Ives court is now located, but this was later disposed of aa

being unsuitable for church purposes because of its location. The parish consisted of about

six hundred souls and had small chance for growth for about fifteen years owing to the

inaccessibility of the district jirevious to the trolley extension. Rev. Nihill held services in

the Grand Street school from the 21st of May, 1889, until December, 1890. Later he secured

a part of the Eli Thompson estate on North avenue, between Parallel and Thompson streets,

and on that site erected St. Patrick's church, beginning the work early in 1890, the

cornerstone being laid in August and the basement finished in December of that year. The

church, which is a very beautiful edifice of steel construction with the basement of granite

and the superstructure of marble, was finally completed in 1911.

Father .Vihill continued as Jiastor tlicre until August 1, 1914, when he became pastor
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of St. Augustine's cliuicli on Wasliington avenue, succeeding tlie late Father McEIioy. St.

Patrick's church is on North avenue, a block froni Main, street, and Father Nihill became

much interested in the project of widening Main street, which at that time was a very

narrow thoroughfare, e.xtending from BuUshead nortli. Although the project was a strenuous

one he eventually succeeded in making the undertaking a success. It was also through his

efforts that St. Vincent's Hospital, a Catholic institution, was located in Bridgeport although

other cities were trying hard to secure it. This hospital has a capacity of between four and

five hundred beds and is the best constructed hospital in New England. It is so thoroughly

fireproof that they have no fire insurance upon it and it is supplied with even,' modern
equipment.

Since taking charge of St. Augustine's churcli Father Nihill has purchased additional

property on Callioun street and has erected a new school building containing twenty rooms

and a hall and thoroughly modern in every particular. He has also been mstrumental in

erecting several new buildings for St. Agnes' Convent and in installing a central heating

plant, whicli sui)plies heat to tlie school, church, convent and parish house.

In politics Father Nihill maintains an independent course. He was appointed by Governor

Woodruff a member of the board to consider the advisability of establishing tuberculosis

institutions. The test of tlieir report was accepted by the legislature and four such

institutions were established in the state. To Father Nihill's efforts more than any other

individual can be credited the enactment of the law that ia now on the statutes relating to

the care of dependent children. About twenty-five years ago his attention was called to the

predicament of an unfortunate mother who had been forced to place her two children in

public charge. Their care, according to the then existing law, was placed in the hands of

the county commissioners and their custom was to place them temporarily in the reputable

homes, but the parents were in all cases denied any further communication with their

children. One child was thus placed and the mother later was in position to care for her child

but, it being still under the jurisdiction of the county commissioners, she was, according to

custom, denied the privilege of seeing her child or having any voice in its spiritual training.

Appealing to Father Nihill, he realized the inluimanty of the law and began a fight almost

single-handed to repeal the law and replace it with the one now extant whereby dependent

children's spiritual training is now done under the creed desired by the parent, or that of the

parent, and they become wards of the probate court instead of the county commissioners.

Father Nihill was a charter member of the Knights of Columbus council at Danbury, later

transferring his membership to Bridgeport, and he puts forth every possible effort to

advance the interests of the. Catholic people and of the church, his work being productive

of most substantial results, which find tangible evidence in the properties belonging to the

parishes of which he has had charge.

ROY AUSTIN YOUNGS.

Roy Austin Youngs, who is associated with his brother, George S. Youngs, in the conduct

of a successful brass and copper-working business in Bridgeport, was born in this city

on the 23d of .Tune, 1889, a son of Charles A. and Annie (Barr) Youngs. A sketch of his

brother, George S. Youngs, appears elsewhere in this work.

Roy A. Youngs never attended the public schools, receiving his entire education in the

Park Avenue Institute, and on beginning his independent career entered the employ of the

J. W. Beach Company, with which he remained for twelve years. At the end of that time

he forniod a partner.ship with his brother and has since been actively connected with the

management of the business, which is conducted under the name of George S. Youngs. The
plant is located at No. 250 North avenue and one hundred men are employed, there beino-
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two .shifts, each woikiii}; twelve hours. A bonus system of payment is in force and in its

dealings with its men tlie firm is guided by the principle of justice rather than temporary

"ain. Copper and brass work is done exclusively and the output of the plant (iuds a ready

sale, for it has gained a well deserved reputation for high quality.

Mr. Youngs married Miss Helen M. Beardsley, a representative of an old family of

Stratford. His political allegiance is given to the republican party but he has never been an

office seeker. He belongs to the Peoples Presbyterian church and his club connections are

with the Seaside, Criterion and Weatogue Clubs, in which he is popular. He is a fine rep-

resentative of the enterprising men of the younger generation who are proving such an

important factor in the rapidly developing industrial life of Bridgeport.

GEORGE A. ROBERTSON.

George A. Robertson, proprietor of the People's Dairy, which was organized in 1880, is

the only man now in business on State street who was there thirty years ago. He was

born in New Milford, Connecticut, February 23, 1865, a son of George and Annie Robert-

son, the former one of the old-time merchants of New Jlilford. The son acquired a public

school education and in 1885, when a young man of twenty years, came to Bridgeport,

where he engaged in clerking 'for his Sunday school teacher, Mr. Green. Finally he ]iur-

cliased the business in 1890 and has since continued as proprietor. The dairy has been

located at its present quarters since 1880 and was originally called the City Creamery, but

business is now carried on under the name of the People's Dairy. The buihling occujiied

was originall}' the first postoiiice of Bridgeport.

Mr. Robertson has been married twice. He first wedded Susie Irene Flint, the wed-

ding ceremony being performed by the Rev. Cliilds. His present wife bore the maiden

name of Wilma M. Buchanan and it was she who established the Women's Drug Company

of Bridgeport, a. business that has recently been sold. They have one child, Charlotte, at

home.

Mr. Robertson is a loyal member of the Congregational church and he belongs to the

Knights of Pythias and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is also a member of

the Algomjuin Club, while in community aft'airs his deep interest is shown in the fact that

he is identified with the Business Men's Association and tlie Bridgeport Board of Trade.

He holds an annual membership certificate dated 18!)2 and signed by Charles B. Broth-

well and .lames Stai)les. ]}ioneer residents of tids city. Mr. Robertson has always coojierated

in well dcliiied iilaus and measures for the public good and liis inllueiice has ever been on

tlic side (if right, justice, truth and improvement.

GEORGE S. HILf..

(leorge S. Hill, ile|iartment manai;er for Warner Brothers, liad no special advantages

at the outset of his career and has worked his way upward to his present jiosition of

responsibility, his connection with this corporation dating from 181)0. He was born in New

Milford, Connecticut, Sc|iteMiber :;:.', ISli;), and is a son of Sherman and Frances Hill, llie

former a tobacco buyer, now deceased. The mother survives and makes her home with her

eliildren.

Geor<'C S. Hill acquired a public school education and in 1887 came to Bridge|.ort, where

he entered the railway service under I., li. Nickerson. He was thus engaged for three years

an<l in 1890 became coiuiected with tlie Warner I'.rothcrs Company, at which time In- entered
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tlu" ofticc mill was diu' of tlni'c wlio lonstitlltcd tlic fiitiic ollicf tdiic at that inriuil. He

later was put in cliaij;!' of the accessory niaiiiifactiiriiif; (le|iartiiu'!it, licinj; callod to tliat

position in llMlj, since wliicli time he lias had about tive hundred enijiroyes under his direction.

He is thorou^ihly ac<iuainteil with every phase of the business and has contributed in no small

measure to the success of the undertaking.

In ]S;)2 Mr. Hill was united in marriage to .Miss (irace I'latt. of Bridgeport, a daughter

of David I'latt. and tliey now have one child, .Maude, who is attending Rye Seminary in New
York. The parents are members of C'hrisfs church and Mr. Hill belongs also to the Masonic

lodge, chapter, eommandery and consistory and to the .Mystic Shrine. He is likewise con-

nected with the AlgoiKjuin Club and the Urookhiwn t'liili. while ]iolitically he is identified

with the republican jiartj'. finding in its [datforni an e.\|pression of his ideas concerning the

best interests oi good goveriiinent. His inlluence is always on the side of progress and im-

provement and he stands for high ideals of citizenship as well as for thorough reliability

and enterprise in business all'airs.

KICHARD W. COCSWELL.

Kichard W. Cogswell, treasurer of the City Savings Bank of Bridgeport, lias since ISDl

been identitied with the institution in which he is now holding prominent official position,

bringing to liim large responsibilites in connection with bank management. He was born

in Lee, JIassachusetts, December 22. 1869, a sou of Kichard B. Cogswell, mentioned else-

where in this work. The family removed from Xew MiU'ord. Connectic'ut. to Bridgeport in

the year ISSO and. continuing his education in the public schools, Richard \V. Cogswell

eventually became a high school pupil. His early business experience came to him in a

clerical jiosition with the New York. X<'w Haven & Hartford Railroad Company, with which

he remained for four years before entering the City Savings Bank as a clerk in IS'.ll. He
thoroughly applied himself to the mastery of his new duties and won promotion, taking

a forward step from time to tiiiu until he became assistant secretary and treasurer. In

that ])osition he continued until October. 1916. wlieii he was elected treasurer, and sub-

sequently a trustee and thus has voice in the active management and control of the bank,

which is conducted upon a safe, convervative basis allowing of no unwarranted risks. In

Xovember of the same year he became a director of the Connecticut National Bank and

thus he has made for himself a creditable and enviable position in banking circles.

In Bridgeport, in 1914. Mr. Cogswell was married to Jliss Kate H. Cole, of this city, a

daughter of F. Victor Cole, and they now- have one son. Victor Cole Cogsw(dl. The parents

hold membership in the Cniteil Congregational church and Mr. Cogswcdl in pcditical faith

is a republican. He belongs to the Seaside Club and to the Brooklawn Country Club and

he has many friends in this city, where he has lived from boyhood days to the present

time, the large numlier of liis friiMids indicating clearly a well spent life. Genuine worth

has endeared him to his associates and developing power and ability has led to his advance-

ment in the business world.

FRED D. IVES.

Fred D. Ives, engaged in the truck and teaming business in Bridgeport, was born in

Brooklyn. New Y'ork, October 31. 1867, and is a son of Willis De Wolf and Kate (Laraway)

Ives. The father was for a long period connected with the New York police department

but in his later life lived retired in Bridgeport.
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Fred D. Ives, after mastering the branches of learning taught in the public schools,

turned his attention to the wholesale dry goods business, thus making liis initial step in

commercial circles. Later, liowever, he took up civil engineering and was witli tlie Con-

solidated Gas Company of Xew York for five years. In 1S9~ he came to Bridgeport as

a representative of the Citizens' Gas Company, holding the position of superintendent

of distribution. lie occupied tliat position for four years, after which he became superin-

tendent for Chris liicliard, and in 1906 lie established a general trucking business. In

this connection he makes a specialty of factory work. He has four motor trucks and

three teams and employs twelve people. He has been accorded a liberal patronage and

his success is the merited reward of his close application and unfaltering diligence.

On the 18th of September, 1888, Mr. Ives was united in marriage to Miss Pauline

Elizabeth Thieling, of New York, and their children are: Irene Elizabeth, who is now at

home; Edna H.; and Willis De Wolf, who died at the age of five years.

In Masonry lie has attained high rank. He has passed up through both routes and

is now a Knight Templar Mason, a thirty-second degree Consistory Mason and a member

of the Mystic Shrine. He is also connected with the Sons of the American Revolution,

being entitled to membership in that organization tlirough his paternal ancestors. He

is descended from Levi Booth, who located in Stratford, Connecticut, in the early part of

the seventeenth century and founded a family that sent its representatives to the American

army in the war for independence. Mr. Ives is independent in his political views but has

been called to some local offices. He served as president of the Bridgeport board of health

in 1914 and for one term he represented the fourth district on the board of city aldermen.

The family attend the United Congregational church and Mr. Ives holds membership in

the Algonquin Club. He is widely and favorably known in Bridgeport, where his many

substantial qualities have won him warm personal regard, while his business activities

have establislied him as a representative and reliable business man.

IRVING ELSON.

Irving Elson, practicing at the bar of Bridgeport, is a citizen of foreign birth who has

found in American conditions opportunities for steady business advancement and the attain-

ment of success. He was born in the city of Odessa, Russia, July 30, 1881, of Hebrew

parentage, and with his father and mother came to the United States in 1898. The former,

who was engaged in the brokerage business, died December 1, 1911, while the latter now

resides in Bri<lgeport with her son Irving, who is one of a family of nine children, si.x sons

and three daughters.

Irving Elson came to Bridgeport in 1909 and was admitted to the bar in 1910. In

1906 he was graduated from the law department of St. Lawrence University at Canton,

New York, and prior to this had graduated from public school No. 7 in New York city and

afterward from the De Witt Clinton high school of New York. Early becoming interested

in the law, he thoroughly qualified for a professional career and following his admission

to the bar located for practice in Brooklyn, New York, but since 1910 has been located

in Bridgeport, where he has continuously engaged in general practice, winning a good

clientage which has connected him with considerable important litigation.

On the 27th of February, 1910, Mr. Elson was married to Miss Miriam Nebenzalil, of

Bridgeport, and they have a son, Daniel Irving, who was born June 14, 1911. Mr. Elson

is interested in several commercial enterprises of Bridgeport and at all times has displayed

discriminating judgment in making his investments. He takes an active part in local

))olitics as a supporter of the democratic party and in November, 1915, lie was elected

one of the selectmen of Bridgeport. lie is now serving as justice of the peace and in 1916



BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY 439

was a caiiilidati' for stato senator but was defeated. He belongs to the Bridgeport Club

and to the Higliland Country Club and he is also a member of the Bridgeport Bar Asso-

eiation. He enjoys tlie respect and confidence of his professional brethren, for he is always

careful to conform his practice to a high standard of professional ethics.

HARRY K. BERRY.

Harry K. Berry, of. Bridgeport, secretary of the Turney Brothers Company, with wliich

he has been connected since 1915, was bom in Newark, New Jersey, in 1867, a son of

William .M. and .Jerusha C. (Parker) Berry. He obtained a public school education sup-

plemented by a business course and then, taking up the task of providing for his own
support, he secured the position of bookkeeper with tlie firm of McNair & Turney of Newark,

with whom he remained for six years, during which period he gained broad knowledge of

business methods and wide experience which qualified him for further activities and responsi-

bilities. Later he was engaged in the coal business for six years on his own account and

in 1896 he came to Bridgeport, at which time he entered into partnership with J. B. Turney

in tlie produce business. A decade later he went to Hartford, Connecticut, where he engaged

m the produce business until 1915. In that year he sold out in Hartford and purchased

stock in the Turney Brothers Company, Incorporated, of which he has since been tlie secre-

tary. They handle both foreign and domestic fruits and produce and have a trade extjending

from fifty to one hundred miles in all directions from Bridgeport. Their business has

steadily grown and has reached gratifying proportions, the volume of their trade making

the undertaking a profitable one.

-Mr. Berry was married in 1893 to Jliss Harriette B. Duncan, of Newark, New Jersey.

He is a member of the Junior Order of American Meclianics and his political allegiance is

given to the republican party, while his religious faith is that of the First Presbyterian

church. In this connection are indicated the rules which govern his conduct and shape his

career, making him a man highly respected by all with whom he has come in contact.

HENRY F. NOYES.

Henry F. Noyes is now at the head of one of the important industrial concerns of

Bridgeport, being president and treasurer of the Bridgeport Cutter Works. He was born

in Abington, Massachusetts, in 1866, a son of Henry P. and Elizabeth (Ford) Noyes. The

father is a native of Mount Desert, JIaine, and is a representative of one of the old families

of that state, where his ancestors have resided for several generations, coming originally

from Massachusetts. He continued to make his home in Maine until reaching manhood but

later engaged in the furniture business at Andover, Massachusetts, for many years and also

at (ieorgetown. that state. At the present time, however, he is living retired in Bridgeport,

Connecticut. His wife, who was born in Brockton, Massachusetts, died in Bridgeport.

During his boyhood and youth Henry F. Noyes attended the public schools of George-

town and Andover, Massachusetts, and later entered Yale, from which university he was
graduated with the class of 1889. After leaving school he became interested in the machine

manufacturing business and in 1910 came to Bridgeport as superintendent of the Black

Rock Machine Company, with which he was connected until 1915. In that year he established

and incorporated the Bridgeport Cutter Works, of which he has since served as president

and treasurer, with John W. Banks as vice president. Although they began business in a

modest way they now occupy a modern factory building on Remer street, which they com-
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pletfd in Dci'ember, 191G, and it is tlior<)Uf>lily equipped witli electric driven macliinery

for the manufacture of latlic duicks. milling cutters and tine cutting tools, and fixtures of

all kinds. Employment is furnished to about forty skilled mechanics and tlie corpora-

tion is cai)italized for lifty thousand dollars.

In 1SU5 Mr. Xoyes was married at Elfjin, Illinois, to Miss Fannie Ausley. Mrs. Xoycs

is a member of the Conj.'re<.'ational church and Mr. Noyes is connected with the University

Club of Bridfreport. In politics he is a republican but takes no active part in public aft'airs,

preferring to devote his undivided attention to his business interests. He is a wide-awake,

energetic business man and has met witli excellent success in liis ventures.

ROBERT EVANDER PARSONS.

Robert Evander Parsons is now living retired in Bridgeport, although for many years

he was actively connected with the iron industry of the city and in that connection figured

as one of the leading business men in manufacturing circles. He was born in Springfiehl,

JIassachusetts, July 27, 1842, a son of William G. and Dolly (Brown) Parsons. The

father, a native of the Old Bay state, was a carpenter at Springfield, but died when his

son Robert was but six weeks old, leaving a widow with two children, the elder being Wil-

liam B. Mrs. Parsons was born in Montville, Connecticut, and after her husband's death

returned to the home of her mother in Montville, where she reared and educated her two

children. After the removal of her son to Bridgeport she made her home with him in this

city and here passed away. Her older son, William B. Parsons, engaged in the steamboat

business and became a marine engineer, but was killed by an explosion of the boilers on

his ship in New York harbor.

Robert E. Parsons acquired his education in the village school of Montville and early

began to earn his living by working at odd jobs whenever he could find opportunity. He,

too, turned his attention to the steamboat business, running between New York city and

Aliens Point, Connecticut, and eventually he became a marine engineer on the line from

New York to New London, Norwich and Aliens Point. At tlie time of the Civil war he

became connected with the army transport service, engaged in transporting troops to

Florida, to New Orleans and other southern points. At the time of the bombardment of

Fort Sumter and of Fort Moultrie he was on a troop ship at sea near enough to hear

the siiund of the guns.

It was in 1K64 that Mr. Parsons came to Bridgeport, where he spent three years in

the employ of the Wheeler & Wilson Sewing ilachine Company. In 1867 he became time-

keeper and paymaster with the Winchester Repeating Arms Company and afterward

located at Bridgeport, while later he went to New Haven when the ]dant was removed

to that [dace. However, he subsequently returned to Bridgeport to accept the position of

paymaster with the Sccor Sewing Machine Company. In 1873 he formed a partnership

with several others and established an iron foundry in Bridgeport under the name of the

Wilson-Parsons Company, .lames Wilson being his principal partner. They later admitted

.Anson H. Landon to a partncrsliij) under the firm style of Wilson, Parsons & Landon. an

association that was maintained for five years, after which Mr. Wilson retired. The busi-

ness was then incorporated as the R. E. Parsons Company, with ,Iohn W. Cottrell as the

president and Mr. Parsons as secretary and treasurer, Mr. Landon at that time retiring.

Under that style the foundry was conducted until November, 191.'j, when Mr. Parsons S(dd

his interest to Clarence E. Hilton and the cor])orate name was changed to the Parsons

Foumlry Company, Mr. Bilton becoming secretary and treasurer. Upon the death of Mr.

Cottndl. Mr. Bilton succeeded to the presidency aiul the business which was established

by Mr. Parsons is still lieing conducted. From a small beginning he had developcil one
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of till' largest fduiuliii's of toiiiici'tii'iit. In tlic laily ihiys of its oxistciKf lie biyaii iiiaU-

iiig oastiiijis foi' the large sowing maeliine companios of Bridgeport and tliat continued

to be an important feature of his business for many years. He also carried on a general

gray iron casting business and such was the demand for his product that his industry

became one of tlie foremost i>lrtnls of the kind in tliis section of the state. Mr. Parsons

also assisted in organizing tlie American Bank & Trust t'oinpany of Bridgeport, of whicii

he is still a director. He owns a tobacco [dantation between Windsor and Windsor Locks,

where tobacco is grown and curcil. He. however, has never been active in the conduct of

that business but rents his plantation.

On the 12th of Jlay, 18S1, Mr. Parsons was married to Miss Fannie W. Warren, of

Bridgeport, who was born at Lyme, Connecticut, and was a daughter of Cai)tain Warren,

who w'as a sea captain. Mrs. Parsons ])assed away in Bridgeport and some time afterward

Jlr. Parsons wedded Mrs. Ida K. (Strickland) Terry, of Windsor, t'onneeticut, who was

born at Wesltield, Massachusetts, a daughter of Francis ti. Strickland, a representative of

an old family of Windsor, Connecticut.

Mr Parsons e-xercises his right of franchise in support of the men and measures of

the republican party and for one term was a member of the common council o( Bridge-

port. He belongs to the Presbyterian church and fraternally is connected with St. John's

Lodge, F. & A. M., and .Jerusalem Chapter, R. A. ^I. He became one of the early members

of the Seaside Club, of which lie is today one of tlie oldest members. His residence in

Bridgeport covers about a half century and tliioughout this period he has enjoyed the

respect and good-will of his fellowmen, who have recognized in him a progressive busi-

ness man and a public-spirited citizen.

HENRY DOKKIX.

Henry Dorkin, [U'esideiit of the Crescent Candy Comjiany, is entitled to the credit given

to the self-mad«' man, for wlieii he arri\ed in this country from Russia in .young manhood
he was practically without capital and, moreover, was unaccustomed to the language and

ways of the people here and has risen solely by his own etl'orts to his present position as

the head of an important manufacturing enterprise of Bridgeport. His birth occurred in

l^ussia in 1S69 and after atteniling the public schools for a time he continued liis education

in a private school there. His jiarents, Julius and Charlotte Dorkin, both died in tliat

country, the former in 18S1 and the latter in 1879. To them were born three sons and one

daughter, those besides our subject being: .Joseph, who came to the United States in 190li

and is associated witli his lirotlier Henry in business; and Abraham and Ester, both of

whom are still living in Russia.

It was in ISST that Heniy Dorkin came to the United States anil after landing at

Pliiladeljdiia spent some time investigating conditions in various places. At length he

entered the employ of the Sargent Company at New Haven and later he worked for the

Jleriden Brittania Company at Meriden, one of the most famous companies working in

silver in the I'nited States. Later he started in business for himself, engaging in the

manufacture of ink, but not long afterward gave up that venture and entered the employ

of the C. F. Adams Company of New Haven, selling goods on commission on the install-

ment plan. He was very successful in that connection and subseipiently estalilished an

installment house of his own. This business likewise ]iroved profitable but at leiigtli he

gave it up to establish a wholesale and retail candy business in New London in connec-

tion with his brother-in-law. Max Frank. In 190,3 he removed tlie business to Bridgeport

and changed the name of the house to the Excelsior Candy Com|iaiiy. The plant was at

first located at No. 587 East Main street and later was successivelv nuived to Kossuth
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street and Middle street, while the name was changed to the Durkin-Frank Candy Com-

pany. About four years after the location of the factory on Jliddle street the partnership

was dissolved and ilr. Dork in became sole owner of the business, then located at Courtland

and Fairfield avenue. After three and a half years tlic business was removed to Water

street and in I'JJo to the present location at No. 90 Island Brook Road. The plant has

fifteen thousand .s<iuare feet of Hour space and is equipped throughout with the most

modern apjilianees known for the manufacture of his product. The name has again been

ehanwed, the present style being the Crescent Candy Company. As many as sixty people

have been employed in the factory, and five traveling salesmen represent the company

upon the road. Us product is sold throughout Xew England, New York, Pennsylvania,

Virginia, West \'irginia, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana. Illinois and Missouri, the e.xtent of its

distribution indicating its reputation for purity and excellence. As president of the com-

pany Mr. Dorkin has been chieMy responsible for the gratifying growth in its business.

In addition to his interests mentioned, Mr. Dorkin is engaged during his spare time in the

real estate business.

Henry IJorkin married iliss Annie Frank and they have four childern: Charlotte H.,

who is a graduate of the New York College of Dentistry; .Julia, who is a graduate of a

business college and is bookkeeper for the- Crescent Candy Company; David, who is taking

a course in mechanical and electrical engineering at Lehigh University; and Louis, who

is a student in the Bridgeport high school.

Mr. Dorkin is an independent voter, believing that the qualifications of a candidate

are, excejit in a few instances, of greater importance than his party affiliation. He attrnls

the Park Avenue Temple, and is connected with the subordinate lodge and encampment

of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, witli the Independent Order B'rith Abraham, of

which he was the president, and with the Independent Order Bnai B'rith. He has not only

gained a place among the important manufacturers of Bridgeport, but lie has also won

the warm regard and unqualified respect of all wliom have been associated with iiim.

CHARLES CLIFFORD CROUCH,

Charles Clifiord Crouch, senior partner of Crouch & Plassraann, bakers, is entitled to

a great deal of the credit for the remarkably rapid growth of the business of that firm.

He was born in Titusville, Pennsylvania, .January 6, 1857, and is a son of Isaac and Amanda

(Blair) Ch-onch, the former a native of England and the latter of New York city. The

mother has now reached the advanced age of ninety-two years. To their union were born

four children, those besides our subject being: William, deceased; Elizabeth, a resident of

California; and Mrs. ilinnie Kerr, living in Devon. Connecticut,

Charles C, Croiich was brought by his parents to Bridgeport, Connecticut, in 18T1. when

but four years old, and received his education in the Prospect Street school. Upon putting

aside his textbooks he went to sea and for some time was in the coastwise trade, sailing on

the steamer Fannie Garnor ami later on two steamers, the C. H. Bentley and the Abbie P.

Cromer. At length he returned to Bridgeport and learned the bakery business under A. W.

Wallace, with whom he remained for fifteen years. Upon severing that connection he formed

a partnership with William P. Plassmann and they conducted a bakery in Buffalo, New York,

during the Pan-American Exposition, leaving that city just three days before President

McKinley was assassinated in September, 1901, They then established a small bakery in a

basement at 870 Main street, in Bridgeport, and did all the work themselves for a time,

but the excellence of their product led to a steady increase in their trade. After remaining

at their first location for six years they removed to No. 601 Howard avenue, where they

remained for a similar period. From that time on the business has grown with such rapidity
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that tliey have had diflk-ulty in securing Uirgu onciugh (luartois. At one time they leased

from three different landlords in an elFort to get sullicient room aiul at lenytli they erected

a largo plant at the present location, at Xo. 760 Beecliwood avenue, uhieh they have occu-

pied since the 14th of JIarcli, 11)14. When they built they felt that they were providing for

their needs for some time to come, but in 1915 were compelled to erect a large addition to

their plant. Nine automobiles are recjuired to make the city deliveries and employment is

given to tliirty-five people all told. Eighty per cent ni their output is sold in Bridgeport

and t!ie remaining twenty per cent in nearby towns and cities.

In Bridgeport, November 2, 1901, Mr. Crouch married Miss Catherine Amelia Kac, of

Bridgeport, who came from Ireland to the United States when about nineteen years old and

first made her home with her uncle. William Boyden, of Brockton, Massachusetts. Two

children have been born to tliis union, namely, Charles Kae and William Maxwell, both of

whom are attending the Bridgeport schools. The former was born December 10, 1903, in

Bridgeport, the latter, August 22, 1904.

Mr. Crouch is a member of the First Presbyterian church and gives his hearty support

to its work. Fraternally he is identified with the Benevolent Protective (Drder of Elks All

that he has, and he now ranks among the substantial men of Bridgeport, he has made

himself and his success gives him added satisfaction because of the fact that it is proof

of his ability to recognize the salient points in a situation, his sound judgment and his

enterprise.

NILS H. ANDERSON.

Nils H. Anderson is the president of the Anderson Die Machine Company of Bridgeport,

and is thus an active representative of industrial interests in the city. He was born in

Sweden in 1S81, a son of Nils H. and Anna (Nystrom) Anderson, who brought their family

to the new world in 1893 and settled at Trenton, New Jersey. It was there, after completing

his public school training, that Nils H, Anderson of this review began learning the machinist's

trade in the .Joe Crossley Machine Works. There he remained until 1896, when the family

removed to Bridgeport and Nils H. Anderson then entered the employ of Harvey Hubbell.

He was afterward with the American Tube & Stamping Company and subsequently became

associated wath the Stanley Instrument Company at Great Barrington, Massachusetts, occupy-

ing the i)Osition of foreman of tlie manufacture of meters. Each change in his business

connection represents advancement along the line of his chosen life work. He became fore-

man of the Grant Machine Company and later was superintendent for the Standard Gauge
Manufacturing Company of Syracuse, New York. At a subsequent period he went to

Middletown, Connecticut, where he was made works engineer for the Noiseless Typewriter

Company. In December. 1913. he organized a small ])lant of his own and did experimenting

in lines that he now manufactures and in special typewriter work. Perfecting designs and

devices on which he was working he then organized the Anderson Die Machine Company in

June, 1915, Mr. Anderson becoming the president with L. H. Anderson as secretary and C.

H. Newman as treasurer. The business is located at No. 590 Water street, where they have

two thousand square feet of floor space utilized in the manufacture of machinery for making
dies. These machines are patented after designs made by ilr, Anderson, who lias also

patented a vertical tapping machine which is now on the market. They employ thirty

skilled mechanics. Their output includes the Anderson Die Forming Machine and the Rotary

Super-Helical Cutter, and their machines have received the indorsement of many of the

most prominent firms of tlie country indorsing its efficiency in tlie making of blanking dies,

irregular shaped gauges and templets and formers for cams or profiling machines. The ver-

tical tapping machine has a direct motor drive and variable cutting speed with constant



446 liRlDCEl^ORT AND VICIXITY

speed per operation. It Ims many improved features and is meeting fully the requirements

of the trade. Mr. Anderson has taken out about one hundred patents, and the Noiseless

Typewriter, as it is now built, is entirely his invention.

In 1904 .\lr. .\iulerson was married to Jliss Katheriiu' Kaeehell. of Bridgeport, and they

have two uhildrcii: Nils Tlieodore, born May 21, 1904, at Creat Harrington, Massachusetts;

and Dorothy. Mr. Ainh^ison and his family attend the Congregational church. He belongs

to the Chamber of ConHnerce and cooperates in all its well devised plans and projects for the

upbuilding and improvement of the city, but he maintains an independent course in politics,

nor is he a member of any club. He indorses those interests that he believes to be for the

public good and gives active support to movements of general worth. His has been an

active and useful life, winning for him the high respect of those with whom he has been

brought in contact.

EDWARD S. BRAV.

Kdward S. Bray, conducting a garage in Bridgeport, was born in this city August 18.

1ST9, his parents being John \V. and Rose A. ((iaffney) Bray. The father was born in

Ireland and in 186S came to Bridgeport, while the mother, who was also a native of the

Emerald isle, arrived in the new world during her girlhood. For a considerable period

John W. Bray was connected with the Bartroras in the beef business.

Reared under the parental roof. Edward S. Bray acr|uired a public school education and

then began learning the machinist's trade in the Buihud factories, there working for live

years. He was afterward employed in various connections until he opened his garage at

No. 11 S.". (irand avenue in 1909. The place of business is forty by one hundred and forty

feet and in addition to housing cars he docs all kinds of repair work and handles a full

line of accessories. He has s]iace for the storage of forty cars and he emjiloys four skilled

mechanics.

In 1901 Mr. Bray was married to Miss Louise A. Richard, of Bridgepoit, and they

have two children, Rosalynd and Dorothy. Mr. Bray has membership with the Benevolent

Protective Order of Elks but jjolitically does not bind himself by party ties and votes

according to thi' dictates of his judgment. While he has supported many inogressive measures

having to do with public welfare, he does not seek nor desire office himself but concentrates

his attention upon his business, knowing that industry and close application are the basis

of success.

JAMES DOOLAN.

James Doolan. a tcaiuiiig contractor of Bridgeport, was born in Ireland May 8, 1864,

a son of Thomas and Bridget Doolan, and after acquiring a public school education in that

country crossed the Atlantic to New York city, where he arrived in 1881. He soon after-

ward made his way to Xiw Hartford. Connecticut, where he was employed in the cotton

mills, and subsequently he secured a i)osition with the Waterbury Brass Company. There

he remained until 1892. w^hen he came to Bridgeport, where he has since resided. He was

first employed here by the Aluminum, Brass & Bronze Company, with which he continued

for a year, and later he spent two years in the .Seabright Brass shops. He bought his first

Horse during the widespread financial panic of 189!!. the purchase price being one hun-

dred and twenty-five dollars. He began the contract ha\iling of ashes and while employed

in that way for a year made enough money to purchase another horse. He then turned
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his atlciition tu gi'iieral tfamiiif; unci soon attfrwai'd was able to imrrliase a second team.

To the number lie eontinuously added until he had more tlian thirty teams and in the

meantime he liad become an excellent judge of horses. This led him to enter the held

of buying and selling horses and mules as a side line and both branches of his business

developed rapidly. Kecogni/.ing the fact that he needed more room, he then purchased

from lime to time more than seven lots on Frank and Catherine streets. All of this he

still owns, lie today has big barns and tine liou.ses upon this ground. His office h&a been

at its present location at No. U~;i Frank street for nineteen years. He today has many

teams and trucks of the most modern construction and he handles about one thousand

horses a year and about twenty mules. The growth of his business is furthermore indi-

cated in the fact that today he has thirty employes.

On November 2, 1S94. Mr. Doolaii married Miss lOUcn Flench, of Bridgeport, a native

of Ireland, and tliej- have a son and a daughter, .lames L. and Marguerite, the former of

whom is assisting his father in business. The family belong to St. Patrick's Roman Cath-

olic church. Mr. IJoolan deserves much credit for tlie success which he hasj achieved since

arriving in America a penniless young man of seventeen years. Determination and energy

have constituted the basis of his growing prosperity.

ARTHUR H. PLATT.

Arthur H. Piatt, treasurer of the Booth & Piatt Company of Bridgeport, is well known

in trade circles of the city. He was born in Milford. Connecticut. October li, 1S09, in the old

Stephen Stowe place, which his father owned for more than seventy years and which wa.->

built two hundred and thirty years ago or more, and figured proniiiiently in Revolutionary

days. His parents were Howard 15. and Ida L. (Hulti Piatt, the former a native of Milford

and the latter of JIassachusetts. The family is one of the oldest in New England, the

ancestry being traced back to Rii'hard Piatt, who came from England in Ki^U and was one

of the first settlers in Milford. Connecticut. The line of descent may be traced down directly

from him to Arthur H. Piatt. The father. Howard B. Piatt, was a tinner by trade, but in

his later life was forced to retire from active business, becoming an invalid. He died in the

year I'.ill but liis widow survives.

Artliur II. Piatt was graduated from tlie liij;li school of Milford with tlie class of l.ss.j

and began work in a slioe factory, wliile later he turned his attention to railroad work.

He became connected with the Smith-Comstock Company in 1903 and thus gained experience

along the line in which he is now actively engaged. In 1909 he was one of the organizers

of tlie Booth & Piatt Company, of which he has since lieen the treasurer. This is a close

corporation which lias enjoyed constant growth in its trade. The plant is a two-story and

basement building, thirty-five by seventy feet, at No. To? Water street, in addition to which

they have a storage yard on (iold street. They conduct a wholesale business in bottles,

bottlers" supplies, barroom supjdies and druggists' sundries, and their trade covers western

Counectueut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, while the house is represented on the road by

four traveling salesmen.

ilr. Piatt married Miss Lillian Ley, of Monroe, Connecticut, who passed away .Tanuary

27. 1909, leaving two children, Milton Arthur and Grace Louise. In .June. 1915, Jlr. Piatt

was again married, his second union being with Eleanor M. Norris, who was born in Bridge-

port and is a niece of George William Smith. Mr. Piatt is a loyal member of the Masonic

fraternity and is a past master of Ansantawae Lodge. No. 89, A. F. & A. M.. having served

for three consecutive years in office. During this time he raised thirt.y-six candidates. He

is also a member of .Joseph Andrews Chapter, No. 46, R. A. M., of West Haven. He was one

of the founders of the Milford Wheel Club, which was organized in 1S91, and he is the only
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charter member left. Botli lie ami his wife behiiig to the First Congregational churcli and in

the social circles of the city they occupy an enviable position. Politically Mr. Piatt is a

re])ublican and is conversant with the leading questions and issues of the day, but does not

seek nor desire office as a reward for i)arty fealt}-.

WILLIAil IIENRV EVERS.

The life record of William Henry Evers had spanned seventy-five years w-hen on the

30th of F'ebruary, 1917, he was called to the home beyond. He was born in Hanover, Ger-

many, December 24, 1841, and was a lad of ten years when he accompanied his father, Carl

F. Kvers, to the new world. Carl F. Evers was a native of Germany and was born .January

I'J, 1S04. He came to the United States in 1851, reaching American shores after a voyage

of Olio hundred and eight days. He established a home in Bridgeport and here he conducted

a .slaughter house, remaining in business in Bridgeport throughout the remainder of his

life. He died .January 22, 1886, at the age of eighty-two years. His wife, who was Doris

\\itte, was born December 23, 1815, and lived until January 23, 1897.

William H. Evers pursued his education in the Gates private school on Hill street and

on starting out in business became the associate of his father, while eventually he established

a meat market of his own. For many years he carried on business in that way on State

street, having one of the leading markets of the city and enjoying a very liberal patronage.

There he remained until 1888, when he sold out, after which he was not active, having no

business at all. his competence being sufficient to supply him with all of the necessities and

many of the luxuries of life. For a time after his retirement he occupied his farm on East

Main street extension, but afterward removed to the home at No. 33 Richardson street, in

Bridgeport.

Mr. Evers w-as united in marriage May 16, 1867, to Miss Wilhelmina Liebrum, of Bridge-

port, a native of Hesse-Cassel, Germany, and they became the parents of six children: Ernest

L.. who is now in St. Louis; Caroline, the wife of Louis Schwerdtle, of Bridgeport; Augusta,

the wife of Frank Kichl, of Bridgeport; Henry A., residing in Providence, Rhode Island; Carl

F., of Bridgeport: and Gertrude, the wife of Paul E. Becker, of Bridgeport. The wife and

mother jiassed away September 25, 1891, and in 1892 Mr. Evers was again married, his

second union being with Mrs. Friedericka Stoll, of Bridgeport, who survives him.

Mr. Evers was a memlH'r of Mithra Lodge, No. 8, K. P., and his brethren of that frater-

nity attended the funeral services in a body. His remains were laid to rest in Mountain Grove

cemetery. He had crossed the ocean back and forth eleven different times and was well

known as a traveler. His life, however, was that of the quiet business man intent on the

pursuit of an honorable purpose which won him success.

WILLIAM PETER BERNARD PLASSMANN.

William Peter Bernard Plassmann. junior partner in the well known firm of Crouch ft,

Plassmann. bakers, was born in Westphalia, Germany, on the 8th of December, 1874, a son

of Henry Frank and Theresa (Niemeyer) Plassmann. who are still residents of Germany.

To them were born five children, those besides our subject being Frank, Harry, Peter and

Annie, likewise residents of the fatherland.

William Peter Bernard Plassman was educateil in the imblic and high schools of his

native country and also studied business methods there for three years. In 1893, when about

nineteen vears old, he crossed the Atlantic, landing at Halifax, and on the 19th of August of
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that yi'ar <'aiiH' to l!iiiIuc|Hir(. lie lu'i^an li'aiiiinj; tlic baUciy busiiii'ss liori' mulor (liarlcs

Stackiuaii ami was laliT ciiiiiloycil by a miiiibi'r of coiu'crns. W'liili' at tlie Wallace Bakirv

he became aequainted with fhailes ('. ( roiu-li, his present ]iaitner. and their lirst iiiileppiuleiit

business venture was tlie establislinienl nl a bakery at llullalu, ^cw NOrk, at the time of

the Pan-Araerieaii Kxposition. They hit that city just three days before I'resident MeKin-

iey was shot in September, I'JllI. and returnin<; to Uridjii'jiort, established a bakery in a

basement at 870 Main street. 'Plu're th<'y reiiiaiiieil for six years and fur a similar period

were located at No. 601 Howard avenue, but due tcj the rapid <;r(nvtli in the business their

quarters there became too crowded and they ereeteil a lar^c plant at their present location

at Xo. 760 Heechwood avenue. In l()l."i they were rnnipelled to build a larse addition

and their trade is still showing a niarki'd increase. Wlien the business was established the

partners did all tin' woik tlu'msidves. but they now have thirty-live employes and use nine

automobiles in ihdiverinij their goeds to various parts of the city. Kighty per cent of

their outjiut is sold in Bridgeport and the firm na]ue is recognized as a guarantee of purity

and high cpiality.

Mr. Plassniann was married on the 12th of December, 1900, to Jliss Jlary Schreiber, who

was born in Trumbull, Connecticut, and is a daughter of Edward and Teresa Schreiber. To

this union has been born a daughter, Clara A., who is now in school preparing for college.

Mr. Plassmann generally supports the republican party at the polls but has not otherwise

been active in politics. He is a member of the German Catholic church and of the Elks

lodge and in 189S was president of Bakers' Union, No. 38, of which he was financial secretary

for several years. Among the factors whicli have contributed most to his success have

been his practical knowledge of the baking business, his habit of analyzing business situations

carefully, his systematic coordination of the work of the various departments of the com-

pany and his close adherence to high business standards.

SAMUEL REICH.

Samuel Reich is an active member of the Bridgeport bar and his present law office in

the Xewfield building is located only two hundred feet from the spot on wdiich he was born,

for at that time it was a residence district. His natal day was May 23, 1893. His father,

the late Isadore Reich, was a merchant, w'ell known in Bridgeport, having been the founder

of the White House Clothing Store at 639 Water street, which he conducted successfully for

many years prior to his death and which is still being carried on by the surviving members

of the family. He passed away in 1908 and is still survived by his widow, who bore the

maiden name of Rosa Morris. They were married in Bridgeport in 1885 and became the

parents of twelve children, of whom eleven, eight sons and three daughters, are yet living.

Sanuiel Reich was reared under the parental roof and attended the public schools of

Bridgeport until graduated from the high school with the class of 1911. In the fall of that

year he became a law student in the University of Pennsylvania, where he remained for a

year and afterward spent two years as a student in the New York University Law School,

from which he was graduated with the LL. B. degree in 1914. He finished his last examination

at the New York University Law School at ten o'clock at night on the 37th of May, 1914.

and on the following day he passed an examination at New Haven for admission to the

Connecticut bar. He was then but four days past twenty-one years of age. He opened a

law office in his native city, where he has since practiced with marked success. Already he

has won a reputation which many an older practitioner might w^ell envy, and those who

are familiar with his characteristics feel no hesitancy in predicting for him a still more

successful future. His brother Morris, now twenty-one years of age, was graduated from the

Bridgeport high school and is now a member of the graduating class of the New York
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University Law Scliool. Ho will complete his course in 1U17 ami tlien plans to become the

law partner of his brother Samuel.

Mr. Keich gives his political allegiance to the rejiublican party and keeps well informed

on the questions and issues of the day. In 1915 he was a candidate for aldernum on the

citizens ticket. He belongs to the Phi Sigma Delta, a Greek letter fraternity, and while a

law student in the I'niversity of Pennsj'lvania he was a member of the Miller Law Club.

He also belongs to tlie Independent Order of B'nai B'ritli and is a member of the Park

Avenue Hebrew Temple. He finds his chief recreation in motoring, but lie allows no out-

side interests to interfere with the faithful performance of his professional duties and his

devotion to his clients' interests is fast becoming proverbial.

HARRY D. FITZGERALD.

Almost countless enterprises of every character and variety are found in Bridegport,

contributing to the business development of the city. At the head of one of these stands

Harry D. Fitzgerald, who is conducting a general plumbing and heating business and also

does sheet metal work. He is one of Bridgeport's native sons, his birth having here occurred

in 187.'), his |)arents being Daniel and Mary (Rafferty) Fitzgerald, the former a native of

Irelanil, while the latter was born in Bridgeport. Both parents died during the early boy-

hood of their son Harry. The father bad engaged m the plumbing business and had thus

provided for the support of his family.

At the usual age Harry D. Fitzgerald entered the public schools of his native city and

when his te.\tbooks were put aside he began learning the plumbing trade with the firm oT

Wheeler & Cook. He afterward worked for other firms and then established business on his

own account, organizing the H. D. Fitzgerald Company, Incorporated, on the 1st of .Janiniry,

1909. This coniiiany succeeded to the business which he had established under his own

name about 1905. His first location was in a cottage on Bassick avenue but later he removed

to State street and subsequently established his business at his present location about 1911.

His thorough practical training made him familiar with every phase of the plumbing and

heating business, so that he is now well able to supervise the execution of contracts given

him for work of that character and also sheet metal work. The present officers of the

company are: II. D. Fitzgerald, president and treasurer; Thomas Carroll, vice president;

and .Josepli Jlorrissey, secretary.

Mr. Fitzgerald was united in marriage in Bridgeport to Miss Anna McMahon, of this

city, and their children are Helen, Edith, Harry, Leo, Arthur aiul Burnedette. Jlr. Fitzgerald

is afliliated with tlie Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. Politically he maintains an inde-

pendent coin-se. voting for men and measvnes rather than party. He is not remiss in the

duties of citizenshii), yet he does not seek nor desire office as a reward for party fealty,

preferring to concentrate his energies upon his business interests.

DANIEL .JOSEPH MCCARTHY, M. D.

Connecticut lias drawn a large percentage of her able physicians and surgeons from

her native sons. To this class belongs Dr. Daniel Joseph McCarthy, of Bridgeport, who

was born at Ansonia, New Haven county. May 29, 1884. His parents, Charles and Mary

(O'SuUivan) McCarthy, were both natives of Ireland and the former died when their son

Daniel was but six months old. They were married on the Emerald isle before coming

to the new world and both have now passed away.
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Dr. JlfCartliy is tlie yciungest of tlioir fimr iliildri'ii wlio are yet living. He was
rear<'(l in Ansonia, wliere lie attended tlie public schools, and after <letermiiiing upon tin;

practice of nie<licine as a life work he entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons at

Baltimore. .Maryland, where he won his M. D. degree in 1900. After four years devoted to

study there he came to Bridgeport and spent two years as house surgeon in St. \incenfs

Hospital. \Mien he first took xqi the study of medicine his preceptor was Dr. W. H. Conk-

lin, of Ansonia, wlio directed his reading for live years before he entered the College of

Physicians and Surgeons at Baltimore. Dr. McCarthy benefited greatly by the instruc-

tion, assistance and advii-e of Dr. Conklin, who proved a splendid |u-eceptor as well as a

fine man. He is still in active practice in Ansonia and Dr. McCarthy acknowledges his

indebtedness for his early tliorough training. Since 190S he has been an active physician

and surgeon of Bridgeport and is now visiting surgeon of St. Vincent's Hospital, to which

position he was appointed January 1, 1914. He holds to high protessional standards, is most

careful in the diagnosis of his eases, studies broadly and thinks deeply. He possesses a

fine medical library and that he is devoted to his profession is indicated in the fact that

he has not taken a vacation since beginning practice in 1908. He specializes in surgery and

few equal him in the skill and ability which he displays in the performance of important

and complex operations.

In religious belief Dr. McCarthy is a Catholic and lie holds membership with the

Knights of Columbus. He also belongs to the Elks, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the

Woodmen of the World and the Foresters of America and is a member of the Bridge-

port Automobile Club. He has made for himself a most creditable position in both pro-

fessional and social circles and has gained more tlian local distinction in surgical work.

E. A. GODFREY.

E. A. tiodfrcy is the president of the Bhie Kililion Body Company of Bridgeport, a newly

organized concern, which took on its present form and name in February, 1917, and which

is the outcome of the Blue Ribbon Horse & Carriage Company. The changes in the business

have been brought about through the gradual development of the automobile industry and

the firm is now concentrating its attention upon the building of motor car bodies.

Mr. Godfrey has been a resident of Bridgeport for thirty years. He came to tliis city

from Westport, Connecticut, where he was born in 1863, and here he eventually took up the

carriage and automobile business. The Blue Ribbon Horse & Carriage Company was organized

in 1900 with ilr. Godfrey as the president and George H. Woods as secretary and treasurer.

This company engages in the building, sale and repairing of carriages, also in dealing in

horses, making a specialty of fine carriage horses. They likewise maintained a harness depart-

ment, in which connection they carried a full line of horse gooils of every description, includ-

ing harness of all kinds, Idankets. robes and wliijis. They were prepared to build any style

of vehicle to order and to make any style of harness. They maintained the horse department

stores until 1907. when they abandoned the horse business altogether in order to concentrate

upon their growing automobile trade, for in the meantime they had begun handling motor

cars and also conducted a garage. With the change in the business Mr. Godfrey took over

the manufacture and sales end of the business, while his partner, E. T. Bedford, retained the

ownersliip of the garage. Mr. Godfrey then concentrated his energies upon the manufacture

of automobile bodies, carrying on his interests under the name of the Blue Ribbon Auto &
Carriage Compan^v. of which he became the president, with George H. AA'oods as secretary and

treasurer. They made a modest beginning in this line of trade but have gradually developed

their interests in the building of auto bodies for manufacturers, dealers and individuals.

For a time they also acted as sales agents for several leading makes of motor cars. Later,

Vol. 11—18
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however, it was deemed advisable to abandon all other interests and apply their energy and

experience solely to one special purpose—the buildinj; of automobile bodies. At length they

determined to reorganize their interests under the name of the Blue Ribbon Body Company,

which would more correctly indicate their line, and the new name was assumed on the 1st of

February, 1917, with the same officers in charge. Additional land has been purchased and

plans have been made for the erection of other buildings, providing more lloor space in order

to facilitate deliveries, which a growing demand for Blue Ribbon products has made necessary.

Since concentrating on (he automobile business alone the company has made two large addi-

tions to their plant, twice doubling its capacity, and they now have three hundred and

ei<»htv-five people in their employ. Their equipment is thoroughly modern, enabling tliem

to do the finest work not only in building but also in upholstering, trimming and painting

automobile bodies. This firm was one of the first in the east to concentrate along this line,

Mr. Godfrey, who is at the head of the business as its president, is well known not only

in manufacturing and commercial circles but also has prominent social connections, being a

member of the Brooklawn Country Club, the Algonquin Club, the Yacht Club of Bridgeport,

the New York Athletic Club and the Automobile Club of America.

HAROLD H. HAMILTON.

Bridgeport received a valuable addition to its industrial interests when the \\liiting

Manufacturing Company, of which Harold H. Hamilton is president, decided to establish

its factories in this city. Known throughout the country as leading silversmiths, its business

has been a contributing factor to that prosperity which is always based upon local indus-

trial and manufacturing enterprises and commercial activities. At the head of this business,

alert, enterjirising and progressive, stands Harold H. Hamilton, carefully directing its

interests, thoroughly master of its most important phases and yet considering no detail too

unimportant to claim his attention.

Mr. Hamilton was born in New York city in 18(54 and for thirty-three years has devoted

his time, thought and attention to the silvcrsmitliing business with the result that he has

had the broadest possible experience, resulting in knowledge and eliieiency that feature

as the most important element in the success of the Whiting Manufacturing Company.

There is no phase of the manufacture of silver in this country with which he is not familiar,

being able to speak with authority upon every branch of the work in its development. Today

the Whiting product is found on sale in every state of the I'nion and its artistic creations

are generally rei)resented in all competitions, while the Whiting trademark on sterling silver

has become a guarantee of good taste and originality.

The Bridgeport business had its inception at North Attleboro in 1843, when William

D. Whiting became a partner in the firm of Tifft &. Whiting for the manufacture of small

silver novelties. Thirteen years later the William D. Whiting Company was organized and

the business was continued under that name until 1858, when it was changed to Whiting,

Fessenden & Cowan. During the period of the Civil war its output included not only small

silver novelties but scabbards, sword hilts and belt buckles for the army. While the factory

was maintained at North Attleboro, an office was established in New Y'ork and on the

24th of August, 1S()6, the Whiting Manuf.acturing Company was incorporated and capitalized

for one hundred thoiisand dollars. The capital has been increased from time to time to

meet the demands of the growing laisiness until the company is now incorporated for one

million dollars. While the factory was destroyed by fire in 1875, business was continued at

North Attleboro until 1870, when a removal was made to New Y'ork city, at which time a

retail store was opened on Broadway. DilTerent removals of the retail store were afterward

made in accordance with the cliange in business conditions in the metropolis, but in May,
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1909, it was decided to diseuntiiuie tlie retail de|partnieiit ami coiieeiitiate upon the wliolesale

trade, so that quarters were secured in tlie Silversinitlis building at 15, 17 and 19 Maiden

Lane in New York city.

When it was decided to renujve tlie factory outside of New York, the company made a

careful study of various locations but fliuvUy decided upon Bridgeport as offering the most

favorable conditions, the city offering various inducements in the lower price of gas and

city water, in its accessibility to New York, in its lower price of coal, in the possibility of

shipment by steamboat and in the fact that workmen could occupy homes near the plant,

thus saving in time and in the amount of energy necessarily expended in long trips to and

from the factory. There arc four hundred workmen employed and the business has

been most carefully systematized, with competent men at the head of eacli department and

each phase of the business in charge of capable foremen. Mr. Hamilton remains as the

head of the company, its chief directing spirit, bending his energies upon administrative

direction and executive control. He has contributed, moreover, to Bridgeport's development

into the industrial capital of Connecticut through the establishment of another under-

taking under the name of Hamilton & DeLoss, Inc. Of this he is the president and general

manager, with Harry H. DeLoss as vice president and treasurer and George C. Gerrish as

secretary. The business was incorporated for three hundred tliousand dollars and its factories

have been erected adjoining the propcrtj- of Handy & Harman. There tlie company carries

on a general stamping and blanking business in all metals, including sterling silver, brass

and sheet metal. The building is of reinforced concrete and is equipped with the latest

improved machinery for carrying on work of that character.

Mr. Hamilton married Winnifred Adams, of Concord, New Hampshire, and they have

two children, Stuart Adams and Bethesda. Stuart Adams Hamilton graduated from the

United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, in the class of 1916, and, trans-

ferring to the army branch, he is now in the coast artillery service with the rank of first

lieutenant.

Mr. Hamilton is well known in Masonic circles, being a Knight Templar and a Con-

sistory Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine. He is, however, preeminently a business

man. alert, energetic, farsighted and determined, carefully formulating his plans and

promptly executing them and in all things quickly discriminating between the essential

and the nonessential. Through the establishment of important and extensive manufactur-

ing interests in Bridgeport he has made most valuable contribution to the city.

HAROLD METCALF CLARKE, M. D.

Dr. Harold Jletcalf Clarke, numbered among tlie younger representatives of the medical

profession in Bridgeport, was born in Toronto, Canada, December 25, 1S85, and is a son of

Dr. Charles K. Clarke, also a pliysician, who is the present dean of the Toronto Medical

College. He was a son of the Hon. Charles Clarke, who went to Canada from Lincolnshire,

England, and first settled at Hamilton, Ontario, wiiere he became editor of the Hamilton

Spectator. As a journalist and public-spirited man he exercised marked inlluence over

public thought and action and was called upon to serve in the Ontario legislature for a

number of terms from the district of Elora. That he was one of the most distinguisheil

legislators of the country is indicated in the fact that he was chosen to serve for sixteen

consecutive years as speaker of the hou.se. In fact lie figured very jiromiiieiitly in Canadian

politics and he was also well known in literary circles, having been the author of two

books, one devoted to parliamentary procedure, while another was entitled "Sixty Y'^ears in

Upper Canada." His life of broad activity and usefulness was terminated by death in 1909.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Margaret Andrews, was born in New Brunswick and
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passed away in l'J();2. Ilor jiooplo liad i>icvi()iisly lived in Connecticut and in tlii> niatrrnal

line Dr. Clarki- comes ol Kevolutionary war ancestry.

Attracted to the profession to which his father has devoted his life work, Dr. Harold

Metcalf Clarke bcianie a student in the medical department of Toronto University and was

graduated tlierefroiii wiiii tlu» class of lyOO. His initial experience as a practitioner came

to him as interne in the New Voik City Hospital, with wliieli he was connected for eighteen

months. lie afterward spent three months in the Jlanhattan State Hospital of New York

city and since 11)11 he has been engaged in successful practice at Bridgeport. He has com-

prehensive knowledge of the principles of medicine and surgery, is most careful in the diagno-

sis of his cases and seldom at fault in matters of professional judgment. The general public

and his colleagues both attest his high professional worth and ability, and in addition to his

large private practice he is acting as surgeon for the Ci'ane Company of BridgejKnt, which

employs three thousand people, and is also visiting surgeon of St. Vincent's Hos|)ital. He
belongs to the Fairfield County Medical Society, the Connecticut State Medical Society, the

American iledieal Association and the American Association of Industrial Physicians, of

which he is a director.

On the 1st of .Tune. 1911, Ur. Clarke vas married to Miss Winifred Hill Robinson, of

New York city, and they have three children: Harold Metealf, born October 2, 1914; and

Eric Kent and Margaret Andrews, twins, born April 20, 1916. The parents are members

of the First Presbyterian ehnrch and Dr. Clarke's social nature finds expression in his connec-

tion with the Weatogue Club of Stratford and the Seaside Club. He is fond of golf, tennis

and hockey and in fact is the champion of all manly outdoor sports. The interests of his

life are carefully pro])ortioned. making his a well balanced character.

FREDERICK SYLVESTER STEVENS.

The life record of Frederick Sylvester Stevens constitutes an important chapter in

the history of Bridgeport and of the state. He was actively, prominently and helpfully

connected with many interests that have contributed to the upbuilding and development

of the city, interest of both a public and private nature. He was born in Danbury, Con-

necticut, dune 22. 1848, and was a representative of one of the old colonial families, being

a great-grandson of Lieutenant Ezra Stevens, a grandson of Zadoc Stevens ,and a son of

Dr. Sylvester Stevens. The last named removed with his family to Illinois establishing

his home in Kno.wille. where he engaged in the practice of medicine, becoming one of the

leading physicians and well known citizens of that place.

Frederick S. Stevens was a young lad at the time of the removal of the family to

the middle west, and while in Illinois lie made his preliminary step in the business world

as an employe in a drug store at Yates City. When seventeen years of age, however, he

returned to Connecticut and at Bridgeport entered the JCelson drug store in which lie

was employed as a clerk for a few years. Ambitious, however, to engage in business on

his own account, he enti-red into partnership in 1875 with W. H. Painter under the firm

style of Stevens & Painter. A lew years later he lionght mit tlie interest of Mr. Painter,

after which the firm of Frederick S. .Stevens & Company conducted a retail and wholesale

drug business at the corner of Main and State streets. The enterprise jiroved a profitable

one and he extended the seope of liis interests by establishing branch stores at Green-

wich and at Danbury, Connect ieut. making for himself a place among the leading mer-

chants of the state. He was one of the first to put large board advertising signs of the kind

all over the state along the line of the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad giving

the number of miles to Stevens' drug store in Bridgeport, and this novel method of advertis-
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ing biMuglit tn liiiii A lilicral iiatrmiage. His euiiisc mcasiiiiMl up tn tin- liijilu'st staiulanls

of business enterprise, resourcefulness and integrity.

On the 22(1 of June, 1876, Mr. Stevens was uiiitid in marriage tu Miss Anna May
Gaylord, u native of Terryville, Connecticut, and a daughter of Edward L. tiaylord, men-
tioned elsewlierc in this work. They became the parents of eight children: Edward and

Sylvester T., both deceased; Louise May; Frederick W., who has passed away; Nellie

Starr; Miner (;., who died at the age of twenty-one years; Ferris Alcott; and Edith Mary,

the wife of Lewis Young.

The death of the husband and father occurred October 17, 190G, when he was but

fifty-eight years of age. His life had ever been a busy and useful one, characterized by

high purjiose and fraught with success. He was a jiublic-spirited citizen and cooperated in

many movements for the general good. In politics he was a very active democrat and

at one time was a member of the railroad committee which audited the bills relative to

the elevation of the tracks of the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Company
through the city. He was also a member of the board of assessors for years and in 1887

and 1S88 served on the governor's staff. He was solicited to become a candidate for mayor
but declined the nomination, and in ISyi and 1892 he was a member of the legislative

assembly, giving earnest and careful consideration to all the vital ijuestions which came
up for settlement. Prominent in Masonic circles lie was at one time master of Corin-

thian Lodge No. 104, A. F. & A. M., and was a director and secretary of the Masonic Tem-
ple Association. He belonged also to scientific and historical societies, which indicated

the nature and breadth of his interests, and his life was guided by the teachings of the

Episcopal churcli, for he was long a devoted member of Christ church, which he served

for years as vestryman and treasurer. He left behind liim the priceless heritage of an

untarnished name and his memory is enshrined in the hearts of many wluj knew him.

FRANK ILiKVEY COOl'S, M. D.

Dr. Frank Harvey Coops, devoting his time and energies to medical and surgical practice

in Bridgeport, was born in the little city of Liverpool. Nova .Scotia, January 21, 1866. His

father, Jabez tiorham Coops, a lumber merchant, was also born at that place and was a

son of John Coo])s. whose father also bore the name of John. He was a British soldier

in the Kevohitioiiary war. His wife. Elizabeth ((Jorhaml Coops, was a direct descendant of

Captain John (iorliani, wlio was an otiieer of the British navy and whose wife was a daughter

of John Howland, one of the MayHower passengers who landed at Plymouth Kock in 1620.

The name Jabez Gorham was a favorite one in the family and was bnrne bv manv of the

descendants. Jabez Gorham Coops, father of Dr. Coop>. was united in marriage to Saiali

Maria Leslie, who was of Scotch descent, and both are now deceased.

Dr. Coops was reared in Liverpool and won his Baclielor of Arts degree \ipon graduation

from Dalhousie University in 1887. He then began preparation for the medical profession

in the Colh'ge of Physicians and Surgeons at Baltimore, wliicli conferred upon him liis .\L D.

degree in IN'.Mi. He afterward spent si.x months in the .Maryland Maternity Hospital of

Baltimore and ime year in the Baltimore City Hospital and entered upon the private jiractice

of medicine at Danielson, Connecticut, in 1897, there remaining until 190.), siTice which tinu'

he has practiced in Bridgeport with marked success, covering a period of twidve years. He

is also serving on the visiting stafi' of the Bridgeport Hospital. While he engages in general

practice he also specializes to some extent in the treatment of genito-urinary diseases and

be is particularly well informed upon that branch of professional service. He keeps abreast

with modern thought and progress along professional lines, for he is constantly reading

and studving, and. moreover, he adds to his knowledge tlii(iiiL;h the interchange of thout'ht
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and experiences among tlif nieiiilirrs uf the Bridgeport, the Fairlicld (_<)\iiity and tlic Con-

nectieut State Medical .Societies and the American Medical Association, in all of which he

liolds membership.

On the 21st of .January, l.S'JU, Dr. t'oops was married to Miss Elizabeth JI. t'hoUar, of

Danielson, Connecticut, and they have one daughter, Helen Leslie, who was born April 6,

JUOl. and is now a junior in the Bridgeport high school.

Dr. Coops is fond of all kinds of outdoor sports and for recreation turns to golf, tennis

and billiards. His political allegiance is given the republican party, while fraternally he is

a Mason, lie also belongs to the Seaside Club and he has social qualities and marked

characteristics which have made him popular in these difi'erent organizations.

ELMER WINTON DEWHIRST.

I'^lmer Winton Dewliirst, who is proprietor of the Dewhirst Dairy, is residing upon a fifty

acre tract of land near Bridgeport which has been in his family for many years. His birth

occurred on the 1st of March, 1856, in the house in which he now resides, and it was also the

birthplace of his father, William Seeley Uewhirst, and his grandmother, Mrs. Polly Peet

Uewhirst. The Dewhirst family is of English origin and several generations ago became

connected by marriage with the Peet family. A representative of the latter family became

the owner of a large tract of land, including a great deal of the northwestern and northern

parts of Bridgeport, and one Captain Peet gave to each of his children about fifty acres of

land and the fifty-acre trart on which the homestead is located has come by inheritance into

the possession of our subject. It is not far beyond the city limits and is a very valuable

])ropcrty. The house is now about two hundred years old and, according to the custom at

the time when it was erected, it was built by compass, so that the south doors would serve

as sun-dials. The interior paneling is a beautiful example of fine colonial work and the

original handmade hinges and nails in the doors are still in use. His father, William Seeley

Dewhirst, an only child, was reared upon the same farm which our subject now owns and

received his education in the local schools. In 1861 he enlisted in Company D, Seventeenth

Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, which was attached to the Army of the Potomac, and took

part in many battles. On the first day of the fight at Gettysburg he received a severe head

wound, but recovered and rejoined his regiment, remaining at the front until the close of

the war in 1S65. He was for many years a member of the Grand Army of the Republic

and through that connection kejjt in close association with others who fought the nation's

battles. He passed away about 1907. He married Miss Mary Winton, a daughter of Harvey

Winton and a representative of an old New England family. She passed away in the '709.

In colonial days Mrs. Dewhirsfs grandfather Winton kept a tavern on North Main street near

Trumbull line which was famed throughout this section of the country, and at the time

of the Revolution he served as a colonel in the Home Guards, one of his uniforms being still

in possession of the family. A great-uncle owned and operated the Berkshire Mills, which are

still in operation and are the oldest industrial concern in the city. Among the treasured

possessions of our subject are a gun with bayonet, stamped: "Vernon, England, 17.57," which

was used in the Revolutionary War and is in a splendid state of preservation, and a colonial

hall clock, stampeil: '-.lohn Whitear Fairfield, No. 92," the supposition being that said Whitear

was the maker.

KImer Winton Dewhirst, an only child, attended the Toilsone Hill district school for a

number of vc'"'* »"'' *'" three years was a stiidcnt in a private school. For three years he

was employed in the Berkshire Store and by carefully saving his wages secured enough

money to attend the New Hampshire School for three terms, there taking a complete

business course. He was graduated at the head of his class and returned to the Berkshire
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Store. wliiTc 111' uoiki'd until tlu' 1st of Marcli, 1873. I'Vir tim: iiicmtli. or until tlic 1st of

April, he was out of employment, the only tinn- that he has been unemployed since he lie"au

working. He then was offered a position with the I'ieree Manufacturing Company by Bradford
I). I'ieree and reuKiined with that concern for three years. At the end of that time a "reat-

uncle, A. L. Winton, asked him to return to the Berkshire Store as manager at a salary

of si.K hundred dollars a year, with the added inducement of half the profits of the business.

Mr. Pierce advised liim to acce]it this offer, to .save his money and then purchase an interest

in the Pierce Manufacturing Conqiany. Mr. Dcwhirst acted upon the a<lvice of his employer
and for three years gave his tinu- and attention to managing the Berkshire Store. A.s

times were good the prolits of the business were considerable and he found no trouble at

all in saving quite a large sura of money each year. At the end of three years he bought a

snuiU interest in the Pierce Manufacturing Company, of which he subsequently became a

third owner and a director. Still later he bought out Jlr. Pierce's interest in the company
and became president, in which capacity he directed its affairs for thirteen years. He met
with gratifying success in that connection, but at the end of that time, or in 1S95, sold out

the business to Clark & Parsons. He tiien took up his residence upon the homestead farm
of lifty acres and at once began to restore it to a paying basis, as it had been neglected

for years. At the same time he engaged in contracting, so continuing until 1905, when he

gave up that line of business and established a dairy. At first he had only one wagon and
sold about eighty quarts per day, but as time has passed his trade has shown a steady

growth until he now has two trucks and five other delivery wagons and sells three thousand
quarts a day. He takes great care to safeguard the purity of the milk and the success which
he has gained as a dairyman is well deserved.

Mr. Dewhirst was married in 1879 to Jliss Dora Holste, who died in 1887. Two years

later he married Emma .J. Warner. They have no children of their own but have reared

a son. .Joseph, who in 1914 was formally adopted and given the name of Dewhirst.

yiv. Dewhirst belongs to the Bridgeport Club and his sterling qualities of character have

made him highly respected both within and without that organization. A representative

on both the paternal and maternal sides of families which have for generations been connected

with Bridgeport, he is thoroughly informed concerning the early history of the city and is

devoted to its interests, being ready at all times to further movements seeking the public

welfare.

FREDERICK A. HART.

Frederick A. Hart, secretary of the Bridgeport Produce" Company, of which business he

was one of the organizers in 1909, was born in Holyoke, Massachusetts. August 17. isr9, his

jiarents being Peter and Fozine (La France) Hart, natives of Canada. They became resi-

dents of Massachusetts and in 18S5 removed from Holyoke to Bridgeport, Connecticut. The

fatlier engaged in business for many years as a mason but is now living retired.

Frederick A. Hart acquired a public scliool education supplemented by a course of study

in Brown's Business College. He afterward learned the butcher's trade and later became a

salesman for the well known packing firm of Swift & Company. He severed that connec-

tion, however, to enter upon his present business relations, becoming one of the organizers

of the Bridgeport Produce Company in April. 1909. in which undertaking he was associated

with F. M. Smith, who is the president of the company, and with Mark Wedge, who was its

treasurer, while Mr. Hart continues as secretary. Mr. Wedge, however has resigned and

the stock which he owned is now in possession of A. E. Wedge. They are wholesale dealers

in produce and live poultry and they conduct a verj' extensive business. They have a cold

storage plant and are splendidly equipped to care for the line which tliey handle. They
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make large sliiimieiits aiiinially and tlu'ir business has long since beeimie a |)n)Htable

investment.

On the 2d of August, lyOo, Mr. Hart was married to Miss .Mary Frances Sullivan, a

dau"hter of E. L. (Sullivan, of Bridgeport, and they have two children, Dorothy and Irene.

Air. Hart is connected with the lm))roved Order of Red Men, but he does not announce him-

self as a supporter of any political jmrty, voting according to the e.xigencies of the case.

He stands for that which is progressive in citizenship, however, and his aid and support are

"ivcn on the side of those projects and interest which are of most value to the community.

WILLIAM PAUL IvIRK.

William Paul Kirk, president of the W. P. Kirk Company of Bridgeport, one of the

leading plumbing and heating firms in this section of New England, is an e.Kcellent type

of a self-made man, for he has worked his way upward solely through his own efforts

from a most modest beginning to his present important jiosition. A native of Bridge-

port, he was born November 14, 1S74, of the marriage of William and Teresa (Turner)

Kirk, the father being a native of Connecticut, while the mother was born in Canada. The

paternal grandfather was born in Ireland, where the family was well known. On his

mother's side Mr. Kirk is a representative of a distinguished English-Irish family whose

ancestry has been traced back in an uninterrupted line for centuries, or until the first

Crusade. The first member of the Turner family to come to America was an officer in

the English army, who after tlie American revolution was sent to Canada. He was

in command of Fort Niagara, near the United States border. Later members of the family

settled in the United States, marrying representatives of stanch old American families.

William P. Kirk attended the public schools until he was thirteen years old, when he

went to work, securing a job in the Buckle shop, which has since gone out of existence.

After remaining there for two years he was connected with the Crane Company for one

year and later was employed in various ways. In ISIIO he began learning the plumber's

trade under the instruction of L. H. Mills, and througli application together with his

natural mechanical skill Mr. Kirk was able to complete his apprenticeship in the short

space of three years. He worked several years as a journeyman, during which he was

employed in various sections of the country, and while on a trip through the west not

only worked at his trade but spent considerable time in hunting big game and prospecting

in Colorado and Montana. At that time a young man just past his majority, .Mr. Kirk

was at Cripple Creek. Colorado, during the early and most exciting days of that great gold

camp. He was employeil in Butte, Montana, during the period before that wonderful mining,

town had passed from the wide open frofttier style of doing things and when the cele-

brated feuds of the big mining interests were at their height. Returning east, Mr. Kirk

again took up his trade in Bridgeport and for several years was in the employ of the

E. A. Creevy I'onipany, of wliich he became superintendent. When Mr. Creevy joined

the United States consular service Mr. Kirk purchascil the business and changed the firm

name to the W. P. Kirk Company. Later, or about IDOl, it was incorporated under that

name, with William P. Kirk as president, Charles Schroeder, vice president, and William

.1. Dougherty, secretary. Under the able and ellicient management of tliose who are not

only i)ractical men hut excellent business men, tlie lirm has had a wonderful growth and

taken a forenu)st position among houses in its line. Among the numy important contracts

which it has filled may be mentioned tlie Huntington Road, the Newfield Avenue, the

Waterville street, the Ashland Avenue and Black Rock schools, two schools on Boston

avenue, the Union -Metallic Cartridge factory of the Remington Arms Company, the store

building occupied by tlic 1). -M. Read ( ompany, the Bridge|iort Aliusliouse, tlie Bridge-



WILLIAJI r. KIRK





HKllXiKl'OlM' AM) \1(IMTV 469

piil't Hospital, .St. \'iiu-i'nfs ll(is|iit;il. ihv |rlaiits ul tin- J.iicDiiKiliilc ('(iiii[iiiny hikI tlir Asli-

crot't Company and tlio fiilUiuinf; o\it of town contracts: tlic l''i:i( automobile lactoiv at

l'on{.'likcepsit', New Voik; the I'roviilence Kctroat Hospital at lUillalo, New York; the

Simplex factory at New Hrunswick, New Jersey; the Koss Kille factory at (,)uebec, Can-
ada: the city hall at Stamford. Connecticnt: the city hall at (Greenwich, Connecticut: the

liridjreport city hall; the Slates residence at Westport, Connecticut; the Laphani residence

at New Canaan. Connecticut; and the Scoville mansion in the Berkshires. This record of

work done is in itself uniiuestionable proof of tlK- hijjli standing and prosperity of the

company. Moreover, Mr. Kirk was at one time jircsident of the Connecticut Association of

Master Plumbers and was one of the organizers, a eliarter member and lirst president of

the Journeyman Plumbers I'nion of Hridfjeport. He has business interests in addition to

the W. 1'. Ivirk Conip:uiy and is now a <lirector in the .Morris Plan Company and in the

lU'w West Side Bank.

Mr. Kirk was married in i;il)3 to Miss Susan Peyncdds and tliey have bec(une the

l>arents of two children: William Jr.. who died in Hii:i at the aj,'e of nine years; and
Gerard P., born February 19. 111(17. in Bridgeport. Mr. Kirk is a communicant of St.

Augustine's Roman Catholic church iind it is an interesting fact tluit the first house of

worship of that organization was built by his uncle. His fraternal connections are with

the Knights of Columbus, the Elks, the Koyal Arcanum, and the Moose and in club circles

he is well known as a member of the Bridgeport Club, the Algonquin Club and the

Weatogue Country Club. He was a member of the commission government committee
and his interest in ]iublic affairs is further indicated by the fact that he was a member
of the board of ajipointment and chairman of the board of contract and supply. Since

thirteen years of age he has depended absolutely upon himself and through the exercise of

sound judgment, initiative and keen insight into business conditions he has gained a

highly gratifying measure of success.

ftEORGE W. FA1K( HlLl).

George W. I-'aircliild. although >till the president of (ieorge W. Fairchild & Sons, is

leaving the active management of the concern largely (o his sons and is enjoying a period

of leisuie to which he is widl entitled. His life has been a long and active one and he has

had a jjart in the npliuihling of the commercial interests of his city as the head of an
important retail jewelry house.

His birth occurred at Old ilill. Connecticut, in 18:)t). and he :(ciiuired his education in

the old Sedgewick Academy at Stratford, Connecticut. On the 1-tth of November. ISlio. he

established himself in the jewelry business on Main street with one watchmaker and an

errand boy. Some years later he removed to another location on .Main street, where he

remained for twenty years. In 1905 removal was nmde to the present quarters at No. 997

Main street and the extent of the business is indicated in the fact that employment is now
given to tliirty men. of whom twelve to fifteen are in the manufacturing department. Auto

*rucks are used in the delivery of their product and the firm of George \V. Fairchild & Sons

-ecognized as a leader in the trade. As before stated, our subject is still the president of

the I .cern, although since 1911 he has lived practically retired, confining his participation

in tlie business to advice concerning its management. The other officers are his sons, (ieorge

Allen Fairchild, who is vice president, and Harry LeRoy Fairchild, who is secretary. The

firm belongs to the American National Association of Retail Jewelers and its policy has

always been up-to-date and progressive. It has recognized the great power of advertising

and during its entire history has been a liberal patron of mediums of publicity. The firm
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has in its possession a topy of the liiidgi'poit I'arnu'r, issvied on tho Ijtli of November,

liStia, in wliicli a|)pears its liist advertisement.

George W. Jb'airehild was married in 1!S64 to Jliss Helen H. Parrott, who is still living

at the age of seventy-eight years. To them have been born four children, namely:. William,

who died when ten years old; Helen Louise, now Mrs. E. W. Peck, of Stratford; and George

Allen and Harry LeKoy, both of whom are associated with their father in business.

The birth of George Allen Fairchild occurred on the 7th of May, 1872, in Stratford, and

he received a thorough high school education. In 1889 he became connected with his

father's business and upon its incorporation in 1907 he was made vice president. He has

learned the business from the bottom up and is thoroughly qualified to direct its alTairs.

He completed a course in the Spencer Optical College of New York city and established the

optical dejiartment of the business, which has now reached large proportions. The firm now

not only does its own grinding but also does a great deal of prescription work. George A.

Fairchild has a si.xteen year old son, LeRoy, the namesake of Harry LeRoy Fairchild ancf now

a student in a preparatory school. The fraternal connections o* George A. Fairchild are

with the Masonic order, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Improved Order of

Ked Men, and his religious faith is that of the Methodist church. He also belongs to the

Cupheag Social Club, the Weatogue Country Club and the Pootatuck Yacht Club, which

associations indicate the nature of his recreation.

Harr}' LeRoy Fairchild was born on the 16th of October, 1876, and after attending the

public and high schools was a student in the Bridgeport University School, where he pre-

pared for college, but owing to the fact that his father had sustained a heavy loss by

burglary in 1887 he was unable to take a university course. In 1893 he entered his father's

business and is now secretary of George W. Fairchild & Sons. He is a man of exemplary

business judgment and also of enterprise and has proven highly efficient in the discharge of

his responsible duties. He is connected with the Masons, Odd Fellows and the Red Men.

He was married in 1905 to Miss Mabel Mills, and they have one son, Howard Wilson, who

is eleven years old and is attending the Stratford schools.

George W. Fairchild gives his political allegiance to the republican party but has never

been an office seeker. He was secretary of the board of education many years in Stratford.

He has always manifested the keenest interest in the public welfare and for thirty

years served as president of the Library Association. He is a member of the Seaside Club

and of the Masonic lodge and also belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church, whose work he

has always furthered in every way possible. He has reached the advanced age of eighty-

one years but in vigor and interests seems many years younger. He has a wide acquaintance

throughout the city and so well has he ordered his life that all who have come in contact

with him hold him in high esteem.

ROBERT H. HAWKINS.

Robert H. Hawkins, conducting a successful business as a florist of Bridgeport, was born

May 27, 1878, a son of George F. and Helen (Fitzpatrick) Hawkins, natives of England and

of Pennsylvania respectively. Tlie father came to Bridgeport in 1859 and for a long

period was engaged in the transfer business here but is now living retired. He married

Helen Fitzpatrick. a graduate of the old Fairfield Academy.

After acepiiring a jiublic school education Robert H. Hawkins turned his attention to

the florist business in 189.'!, spending one year as an employe of .John Reck & Son. He was

afterward associated with the firm of James Horn & Son for many years, in which con-

nection he worked his way upward until for some years he occupied the position of man-

aoer. It was his desire, however, to engage in business on his own account and he improved
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t'vory opinirUinity contiilmliii^ to tliat end. On tlic jlh ti( Srptt'Milii r, I'jim, la- upciu'il u

llurist shop at No. 1223 Main street and in tlie intiTvcniiif; years lias conducted a con-

stantly increasing and successlul business. He lias a storage plant in tlie east en. I of

Bridgeport and ho now employs live people and uses three autoniol)ilcs lor didivery.

On the 12th of Juno, I'JOl, .Mr. Hawkins was married to .\li>s Kv!i .M. lloran, of iSridge-

[lort, a daughter of James Horan. and tliey have one .son, Itohert II., now attending high

school. The parents are members of St. Augustine Catholic cluncli and Mr. Hawkins belongs

also to the Algonquin t'lub and to various frateriuil organizations, including the Kniglits of

Columbus, the Klks, the Eagles, the Moose, the Woodmen of the World and the Foresters.

Politically he maintains an independent course, easting his ballot according to the dictates

of his judgment. He has worked steadily upward since starting out to earn his own living,

and the success which he has achieved and enjoyed has been the merited reward of his fidelity

and capability.

JACOB W. GERBER, M. D.

Ur. Jacob W. Gerbor, a representative of tlie medical profession in Bridgeport, where
he has practiced for twelve years, is one of the substantial citizens that Russia has furnished

to this state. He was born February 7, ISSO. in that land which has so recently taken on a

republican form of government, and in 1S8S he was brought to the United States by his

parents. His father, Isaac Gerber, is a cigar manufacturer of Bridgeport and he and his

wife reside at No. 433 Williman street. Dr. Gerber is their only son, but he has four sisters,

two older and two younger than himself, all living in Bridgeport.

Dr. Gerber spent his boyhood in New York city, wliere the family resided from 1888

until 1905. There he obtained his early education in the public schools, while his more
specifically literary course was pursued in tlie College of the City of New York and at Yale,

where he devoted some time to academic studies. He then went to Baltimore, Maryland,
where he prepared for medical practice as a student in the University of Maryland, which
conferred upon him his professional degree in May, I'Mi. He afterward spent six months
as e-\terne of ilount Sinai Hospital of New York and since 1905 he has practiced in Bridge-

port, giving particuler attention to genito-urinary and skin diseases. He is now on the

staffs of both Mount Sinai and the New York Post Graduate Hospitals and he is enndled

among the members of the Bridgeport, the Fairfield County and the Connecticut State

Medical Societies and the American Medical Association.

On the 19th of March, 1905, Dr. Gerber was married to Miss Estelle Tobey, of New York
city, and they have three children, Jeannette, Ethel and Edward L. Dr. and Mrs. Gerber are

identified with the Park Avenue Jewish Temple and Dr. Gerber is a member of the Harmony
Club. He is now widely known in Bridgeport, where he has won a liberal practice and
a large circle of warm friends.

ARTHUR L. CLARK.

The growth of the automobile industry in its various branches has been so rapid as to

seem almost marvelous. Active in that field in Bridgeport is Arthur L. Clark, now presi-

dent of the A. L. Clark Company, Incorporated, a company which owns and controls a large

motor car station. He was born in Meriden, Connecticut, on the 31st of January, 1878, and

is a son of Lemuel C. and Laura .J. (Brockett) Clark, the former a farmer by occupation.

Mr. Clark was a pupil in the public schools, after which he learned the machinist's trade and
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mechanical engineering. He was with the Draper Loom Works at Milford, Massachusetts,

for a number of years and came to Bridgeport with the American British Company in 1905,

representing that corporation in experimental work. He was desirous, however, of engaging

in business on his own account and in I'JOS established the Bulls Head Garage. This included

a repair and storage business up to 1910, when he became agent for the Crawford Auto-

mobile. Later in that year he secured the Franklin -agency and in 1911 took on the Buick

aircncv. The "rowth of the business necessitated larger quarters and on the 1st of January,

1914, he organized the A. L. Clark Company, Incorporated, which succeeded to the business

of the Bulls Head Auto Station and of which Mr. Clark has continuously been the directing

head. The business was first conducted at Xo. 1671 JIain street and in 1914 was removed

to 1710 Main street, where the company erected a new building containing twenty-one

thousand square feet of tloor space. This is a three-story structure with one hundred and

thirtv five feet frontage on Main street and one hundred and thirty feet on North Wash-

ington avenue. It is a triangle building, one hundred feet at the widest point. There is

maintained a complete service station for the Franklin, Marmon, White and Buick motor

cars. They have a well equipped repair shop and carry a full line of jiarts and accessories

used on all of those cars. Mr. Clark has remained the head and directing spirit of the busi-

ness and under his control it has become a profitable undertaking.

Mr. Clark is well known in Masonic circles, having attained the Knight Templar degree

of the York Rite and the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite, and he is also a member

of the Mystic Shrine. He likewise holds membership in the Royal Arcanum. He belongs

to the Bridgeport Club and the Algonquin Club and is appreciative of the social amenities

of life, while in ivfry relation he is found a courteous, genial gentleman, at once obliging

and reliable.

ROBERT B. KEANE, M. D.

Dr. Robert B. Keane, a physician and surgeon at Xo. 90 North Washington avenue, was

born in Bridgepcnt at a point only four blocks from his present residence and office, his

natal day being April 21, 1876. His father, Michael G. Keane, was born in County Clare,

Ireland, and when a youth of sixteen years came to the new world with his parents, the

family settling in Newtown, Fairfield county, where the grandparents of Dr. Keane spent

their remaining days. Michael G. I\eane has resided in Bridgeport for more than a half

century and is a dealer in granite and marble, in which business he has engaged for more

than forty years He married Johanna Kelly, who was also born in County Clare, Ireland,

and she, too, came to the new world with her i)arents. Jlichael and Mary Kelly, being at

that time a young girl.

Dr. Keane is the fifth in order of birth in a family of thirteen children, five sons and

eight daughters, of whom seven are yet living, three sons and four daughters, all of

whom are residents of Bridgeport. Dr. Keane has spent his entire life in Bridgeport, where

at the usual age he entered the public schools and was graduated from the high school

with the class of 1896. He afterward devoted two years to the study of chemistry and

biology in the New York University and in 1898 he entered the Y'ale Medical College, in

which he spent three years. He afterward completed his studies in the New York Uni-

versity and in the Bellevue Hospital Medical College and after spending a year in the

latter institution won his professional degree in 1903. He next became an interne in the

Williamsburg Hospital of Brooklyn, New Y'ork, in which he spent a year, and in 1904

he entered upon active practice in Bridgeport, where he has since successfully conducted

his interests. He now has an extensive practice calling him into many of the best homes

of the city and he is also serving on the medical stalf of St. Vincent's Hospital.
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Un till' titli of Xovcmlji'i'. lilOU, Ur. KoaiU' was iiianicil to Miss (JiTtiuili- Diiscoll, of

Briilgcjioit. a native of tliis city and a dauglitor of .Joliii Oriscoll, wlio at one time was well

known in 13riilgo])ort, wliore lie enjjaged in business as a wholesale and retail liquor dealer.

I)r and Jlrs. Keane liave four eliildren, namely, Helen K., Kidii'rt and tiertrude, twins,

and JIary.

The family attend St. Patrick's Koniaii Catlicdie eliureli and the Doctor also has

membership with the Knights of Columbus and with the Foresters of America. He is fond

of golf and plays the game well, and he also enjoys baseball and football. All these,

however, are regarded as but side lines, being made subservient to his ])rofes3ional respon-

sibilities and duties, for which he is continually further nualifying as a member of the

Fairfield County and the Connecticut State Meilical Societies and the American Medical

Association, wliereby he keeps in toucli with the tri'iul of modern professional tl)ouglit

and research.

GEORGE S. TRUXKI.L.

Among the representative young business men of llridgeport is miiubeied George S.

Troxell, wlio was born on the 5tli of September. 18S."), in West Pittston, Pennsylvania, a son

of Dr. E. R. and Maria A. (Xugent) Troxell. His father is one of the leading [ihysicians and

surgeons of Pittston, in wliieh city the ]iarents still reside.

George S. Tro.xell began his education in the |iublic scliools of Pittston and later attended

St. Luke's Academy at Wayne, Pennsylvania, after uliich he entered Vale College, becoming

a member of the class of i;i(l.s. After his graduation he engaged in civil engineering in

Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania, until l',H4. when he came to Bridgeport, Connecticut, as vice

president and general manager for Ed F. Win Wettberg, Inc., and as vice president and

general manager of the American Hardware Stores Company, with whicli he is still con-

nected. He is an enterprising, energetic young business man and usually carries forward

to successful completion whatever he undertakes.

ilr. Troxell is a member of the University Club of Bridgeport, the Bruoklawn Country

Club and the Seaside Club, as well as the Berzelim Society, which is a college organization.

He is a thirty-second degree Mason and belongs to Corinthian Lodge, A. F. &- A. JI.: Jeru-

salem Chapter, R. A. M. ; Jerusalem Council, R. & S. JI.; and Hamilton Commandery. K. T.

In religious faitli he is an Episcopalian and in piditics is a republican. During liis residence

in Bridgeport he has made a host of warm frii'iids and wherever known is held in the

highest regard.

HOWARD S. CHALLEXGER.

Varied and manifold are tlie business interests which go to make up a (itv. These

must meet every demand of our complex present daj' life. Actively eoiinecled with the

commercial interests of Bridgeport is Howard S. Challenger, who has lieen engaged in busi-

ness here since 1891, or for more than a quarter of a century. He is now conducting a

store at X^o. 9 Crescent street, where he deals in stationery, newspapers and sporting goods,

having built up a large trade. He was but two years of age when his parents removed

from Derby. Connecticut, to Bridgeport. His father, William Challenger, was a veneer

finisher, working on pianos with the James Frey Company, but he dieil a few years later.

He was a native of London, England, as was his wife, who bore the iiKiideii name of Caroline

S. Groom.
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Howard S. Challenger was reared in Bridjteport and his educational opportunities were

those afforded by the public schools. Throughout his active business career he has been

engaged in the line which still claims his attention and in this connection he has built up

a trade of larce and gratifying proportions. His is a well appointed store, tasteful in its

arran"einent and attractive in the line of goods carried, while his business methods con-

stitute another proof of the old adage that honesty is the best policy.

In 1893 Mr. Cliallenger was married to Miss Julia Ann Coughlin, a native of Bridgeport

and a daughter of Daniel Coughlin. They have two sons: Stanley Herbert, now in Vale;

and Harold Lincoln, who is a midshipman at the Annapolis Naval Academy.

Mr. Challenger belongs to S. H. Harris Lodge, No. 99, I, 0. O. F, His political allegiance

is given to the republican party, of which he is a stalwart supporter, but he has never

sought ollice as a reward for party fealty. He has served, however, for fifteen years as a

member of the Bridgeport board of education and is chairman of its building committee, in

which connection he has done much important work. His interest in the school system has

resulted in etiective effort to improve the standards of public education and make the course

here a practical preparation for life's responsibilities and duties.

FRANCIS M. WILDER.

Francis M. Wilder, superintendent of the Standard Coupler Company of Bridgeport, haa

worked his way upward from a very humble position in the business world, winning his

advancement through ability and fidelity to the interests entrusted to his care. He was

born in Attica, New York, in 1843, and traces his ancestry back to Abel Wilder, of

Winchendon, Massachusetts, who was the first selectman of that town and was descended

from Mrs. Martha Wilder, a widow, who came from Hampstead, England, with two sons in

1638. Abel Wilder raised a company of volunteers at Winchendon and commanded his

company at the battle of Bunker Hill in the Revolutionary war. Abel Wilder and Moses

Hale, greatgrandfathers of Francis M. Wilder, were both residents of Winchendon.

After acquiring a public school education Francis M. Wilder secured a position in the

shops of the Erie Railroad Company at Buffalo, but the Civil war put an end to his activities,

for he felt that his duty to his country was paramount to all else and accordingly in 1S62

he put aside all business and personal consideration in order to defend the Union cause.

He enlisted in the Forty-ninth New York Infantry, with which he served for three years

and four months, taking part in many of the hotly contested engagements of the war, after

whicli he returned to his home with a most creditable military record.

Mr. Wilder then resumed railway work as a machinist in November, 1865, and became

foreman, general foienian, master mechanic and superintendent of motive power successively

for the Erie Railroad Company, his promotions coming to him in merited recognition of

his ability. Later he went to Providence. Rhode Island, where he became a partner in tlie

Corliss Steam Engine Company and its general manager. He was afterward general man-

ager of the Safety Car Heating & Lighting Company and his next business connection was

that of general manager for the United States Rolling Stock Company, with shops at various

points. He afterward retired and engaged in no active business for five years, but on the

expiration of that period he became connected with the Richmond Locomotive Works as

assistant superintendent.

Later he became superintendent of the Standard Coupler Company, which was organized

in 1887 by Colonel A. P. Soper of New York. Mr. Wilder was at that time chairman of

the Master Car Builders Association and was made a member of a committee to select

car couplers from an exhibition of forty-eight different patents and inventions. The com-

mittee selected six couplers, all to be interchangeable and built on the vertical plane line.
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(oloiK'l Supi'r oi'^ani/.cil a conipiuiy to build tliL' car auipU'is ami tlic StaiidHiil ('ip\i|ikT

Company established its factory and bi'j,'an operations at Troy. New York, but later selected

Bridgeport as the scene of its activities on account of being able to get drawheail castings

here to better advantage. Accordingly a removal was made to Bridgeport in isii:! and

the i)lant established at No. 24 Couse street. Later the comjiany began to build .Standard

steel platforms for passenger cars and sold them for almost all the ])assenger cars of the

United States. Since 1901 the manufacture of couplers has diminished and tlie company has

given its attention more particularly to tlie building of steel ))latforms. In 181)'.) Mr.

Wilder became superintendent of the factory, wliich is now engaged in manufacturing fric-

tion draft gear to take the place of spring gear in order to give clastic action in starting

a train. This is a great improvement over the spring gear. Nincty-tive per cent of their

output is simply finished and assembled here. The plant is a two-story building one

hundred and fifty feet square, and employment is given to fifty men, the product being sold

to railways all over the United States and Canada. Mr. Wilder has had much to do with

the improvement of railroad equipment. He was made a member of the committee to decide

on Standard rails for railway work. He has patented several car heating devices and has

invented many things now in use on railways, adding much to the comfort and safety of

the traveling jiublic. He was formerly a member of the American Society of Engineers and

still has membership with the Master Car Builders AsS(Jciation.

On the 6th of June. 1S6G, Mr. Wilder was united in marriage to Miss Cornelia F. Barr,

of Buffalo, and they have two children: Charles D., who is with the Baltimore & Ohio Kail-

way on Staten Island; and Frank L.. deputy judge of tlie city court of Bridgeport.

Mr. Wilder is well known as a supporter of the republican party and for two terms

has served as alderman of the first ward, in which connection he exercised his official pre-

rogatives in support of various measures for the general good. He belongs to the Masonic

lodge and council and lie has long been prominent in the Grand Army of the Republic. In

186S he became a member of Bidwell Wilkerson Post. No. 9, G. A. K.. at Buffalo and was
identified therewitli until his removal to Bridgeport, when he transferred his membership to

Elias Howe Post. G. A. K. He is a very active w-orker in the organization and does all

in his power to further the interests of his oM comrades in arms. He is also connected with

the Sons of the American Revcdution, some of his paternal ancestors having served in the

war for independence. Socially he is connected with the Seaside Club and that his life is

dominated by religious faith and teachings is indicated in the fact tliat he is now a

vestryman of Christ church.

WILLIAM MARTIN.

William Martin, a successful contractor of Bridge|iort, was born in Scotland on the 21si
of November, 1859, a son of William and Margaret (Munro) Martin, the former of whom
died in 1902, while the latter is still living in Scotland. To them were born ten children,

those besides cnir subject being: Donald, a resident of New York city; Margaret, deceased;
Martha, who is living in Scotland; Isabel, a resident of New Zealand; .Jessie, Annie and
Ale.xander, all residing in Scotland; John, who is living in New Zealand: and James, who
enlisted in the English army from Scotland and from whom nothing has been heard since

the battle of the .Somme.

William ilartin was educated in the |)ublic schools of his native country and then
worked for others there until 1883, when he came to New Y'ork city, where he remained
for six years. In 1891 he came to Bridgeport, where in 1893 he established himself in business

as a contractor. During the intervening twenty-four years he has erected many important
buildings, including the Myrtle Avenue, the Commercial Street and the Whittier Street schools.
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Dr. Fones' clinic, the Moniii'lsoii aijartiiients and stores, large additions to the Bridgeport

Klectric plant and the Bridgeport Hardware Company, the one hundred thousand dollar

Curtis residence, probablj' the finest residence in the county, the new home of Mayor Wilson,

the engine house at Black Rock and hundreds of smaller structures. His success has been

founded upon work conscientiously done and fair prices, and his standing in business circles

of the city is the highest.

ilr. Martin was married on the 20th of .January, 18S5, to Miss Isabellc Cameron, who is

of Scotch descent but a native of Bridgeport, and it was in part through licr connection

with this city that he decided to locate here. Her father, Murdock Cameron, was a native

of Scotland. To ilr. and Mrs. Martin have been born live children: Annie, at home; William

Jr., and Karl C, both of whom are in business with the father, tlie firm name being William

Martin ct .Sons; and Oliver and .Jessie S.. both at home.

Mr. Martin supports the republican party at the jiolls and is president of the boaril of

building c'oinmissioners, being on his second term in that capacity. He attends the Olivet

Presbyterian church and the principles which govern his conduct are still further indicated

in his membership in the Masonic blue lodge and the Koyal Arch chapter. He is likewise

identified with the Scottish Clans and the Bridgeport Club.

GEORGE L. WHJTCOMB.

George L. Whitcomb, treasurer of the Turney Brothers Company. Inc., of Bridgeport,

handling a full line of domestic and foreign fruits, was born in Milford. Connecticut,

December 11, 1874, his parents being Theodore and Caroline Elizabeth (Wells) Whitcomb,

who were early settlers of that place. The father was engaged in the carriage building

business.

Spending his youthful days under the parental roof, George L. ^^^litcomb acquired

a public school education, supplemented by study in the Yale Business College. He started

out to earn his own living as an employe of Turney Brothers on the 13th of May, 1892,

and in 1915 he was made treasurer of the company, of which he is also the manager.

Through the intervening period he had steadily worked his way upward and his ability

and fidelity had secured him promotion from time to time until he gained his present

place of responsibility. The business was established by Turney Brothers in 1891, the

location being at No. 493 Water street. In 1S95 a removal was made to No. 531 Water

street, where the plant includes a building thirty-five by one hundred and sixty-five feet,

four stories in height, with cellar. It was on the 1st of ,Ianuary, 1915, that the business

was reorganized under the name of the Turney Brothers Companj', Inc. They carry a

full line of fruit and produce, both foreign and domestic, and employ from sixteen to

twenty-five people, while their trade covers a territory of from fifty to one hundred miles

from Bridgeport, and thi'y are represented upon the road by twelve traveling salesmen.

They do a large importing business and they maintain a New York office at No. 132 Park

Place. The officers of the company are: Theodore L. Turney, of New Y'ork, president;

George L Whitcomb, treasurer and manager; and H. K. Berry, secretary.

On the 31st of August, 1897. Mr. Whitcomb was united in marriage to Miss Clara

P. Ounn. of Jlilford. a daughter of Stephen and Clara Gnnn. and tliey have two cliildren,

Grace E. and Edith H., both now at home.

The parents arc members of the Methodist Episco]ial churili and both take an active

and helpful part in its work, doing all in their |)ower to ]iromote its .growth and extend

its inlluence. Mr. Whitcomb is now serving as chairmim of tlie board of trustees and

is also superintendent of the Sunday school. His inlluence is given in support of all

tliose measures and movements whieli work for the u]dift of the imlividnal and for the
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benefit of tlio diiniiuiiiity. He was i-liairnuui i)f tlie iiolicfiiso ciiiiiiMittiu' of Jlilfoid at tlje

time the town was carried for no lii-ense. Fratonially lie is eoiineeti'd witli the Masons and
with the Odd KeHows. His political allegiance is given to the republican party and at all

times he stands f()r those things which are a matter of civic virtue and civic pride. His
ideals of life are high and he embraces every opportunity to advance their adoption.

DANIEL T. BANKS, M. J).

Dr. Daniel 'l'. Jianks, a practicing physician of Hridgeport, with ollice at No. 354 E. .Main

street, was born in New Haven, Connecticut, August 1, l.SH.S, an<l is the youngest of a family
of four children whose parents are Joseph and Elizabeth (Sivino) lianks, both of whom
are natives of Italy. There they were reareil and married but in ISSli left the sunnv land of

their birth and crossed the Atlantic, settling in New Haven, where they still reside.

Dr. Banks pursued a public school education in his native city and also attended the

Hopkins grammar school there, from which he was graduated with the class of 1908. Not
long afterward he began preparation for the practice of medicine and in 1912 won his M. D.

degree from the Fordham :\Iedical College of Fordbam, New York. His early jjrofessional

e.vperience came to him through two years' service as interne in the Gouverneur Hospital of

New York city ami in 1916 he opened an office in Bridgeport, where he is now engaged in

general practice, although specializing in surgery. He is a member of the surgical staff of

St. \'incent's Hospital and he devotes every leisure hour to the New York clinics, witnessino'

surgical operations and thus gaining broader knowledge on that line of jiraetice upon which
he wishes to concentrate. He has already displayed marked skill and ability in that field.

He belongs to the Bridgeport, the Fairfield County, the Connecticut State and the American
Medical Associations and through those mediums he keeps abreast with modern scientilic

research and investigation along lines that promote his etriciency in practice. His religious

faith is that of the Roman Catholic church.

JOSEPH F. KELLER.

•Toseph F. Keller, a Bridgeport contractor making a specialty of concrete and heavy

building, began operations hei'e in 1915 and already has received a very liberal patronage

which promises future growth of bis business. He was born in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania,

November 12. 1S7:). and in both the paternal and maternal lines is descended from ancestry

represented in the Revolutionary war. His grandfather, Peter Keller, was born at Cherry

A'alley. ilonroe county. Pennsylvania, and followed the occupation of farming as a life

work. He was a prominent resident of the community in which he lived and he guided

his life by the teachings of the Oerman Reformed church, in which he held membership. His

death occurred when he had reached the advanced age of eighty-five years. His wife, Mrs.

Elizabeth Keller, was also born in Cherry Valley. Their son, Theodore Keller, a native of

Pennsylvania, was born April 36, 1843, and became a carpenter ami wheelwright. .M the

time of the Civil war he responded to the country's call for troops, enlisting in Company C,

One Hundred and Fifty-third Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. He was captured

at (iettyshurg and for four months was a rebel prisoner at Andersonville. He afterward

maintained pleasant relations with his old army comrades through his membership in Griffin

Post, No. 139. G. A. R. He wedded Martha Staples, a daughter of Abel Staples, of Beaver

Valley, Pennsylvania, who also belonged to one of the early colonial families represented in

the war for independence. To Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Keller were born the following named

:

Vol. n—IS
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Lilly; Harriett, wlio bocaiue tin- wife of Artliur Spi'iuer, of Duiimore, I'l'iinsylvaiiiu; Joseph

y.; and May, the wife of Richard Aiigwin, also of JJuiiniore.

Joseph F. Keller spunl his early youth as a public school pupil in Pennsylvania and at

the age of fifteen years went to Texas, where he spent three years. He then returned to

Scranton, Pennsylvania, where he learned the carpenter's trade, which he has followed at

various points tlirougliout the United .States. In 1897 he took up his abode at Scranton,

there to en"age in business as a contractor, and in 1911 lie formed a partnership with

Russell H. Dean under the firm style of Keller & Dean, an -association that was maintained

until Mr. Keller removed to Bridgeport in 1915. Noting the raiiid growth of the city as the

result of the establishment of many manufacturing and industrial concerns here, Mr. Keller

recognized that Bridgeport would ofi'er an excellent field for operations in his line and

established an olfice at No. 1024 Main street. He has been continually busy in work of an

important cluiracter. He lias reiiuideled the ri'siileiice of Dr. William H. Flack and also the

Duiiliam home for E. \V. Harral. He also remodeled the residence of Miss Klien I hambers.

He does special designing and makes a specialty of concrete and heavy building, employing

from twenty-five to forty men during the year 1916. There is every indication that his

business will increase in the present year, for he has demonstrated to Bridgeport's citizens

that he is capable of coping with all the complex problems that feature in building operations.

On the 12th of January, 1903, Mr. Keller was united in marriage to Miss Myrtle Irene

Davis, a daughter of Byron and Besta (Woodward) Davis, and they have one child, l^'Jizabeth

Virginia'. Mr. Keller holds niembership with the Moose and with the Shepherds and in the

former organization is quite active. He is a self-made man whose success has been the

direct outcome of his own labors. Thoroughly understanding building in priiicii>le and

detail, his work has been of a character to insure him continued and growing patronage

and he is rapidly winning for himself a place among the leaders in his line in Bridgeport.

ROBERT F. CRUDGINTON.

Kdhcrt !•'. Cnidgiiitoii. general superintendent of graphophone manufacturing with the

American Graphophone Company of Bridgeport, was born in this city and in the acquire-

ment of his education passed through con.secutive grades in the public schools until he became

a high school iniiiil. Turning his attention to the business world, he began learning tlie tool

making and machinist's trades and for some time was with the Armstrong Jlanufacturing

Company, in which connection his industry, efficiency and ability enabled him to work his

way steadily upward. In 1898 he was engaged in experimental designing under E. E.

Norton, mechanical engineer with the American Graphophone Company. He then took

charge of the designing and tool room for the Connecticut Tool Company, with which he

remained for two years. He next became connected with the Remington Arms Company

at llion. New York, wliere he had charge of tool designing for a year and a halt, when he

became connected with the JFonarch Typewriter Comiiany as chief draftsman. Later he

was made mechanical engineer and continued with that company for six and a half years.

He afterward became associated with the Fox Typewriter Machine Company as general

superintendent, maiiufacturing typewriters and also machine tools weighing up to thirteen

and a half tuns, iiuhidiiig iimlti|de drills that drillnl ninety holes at one time and were

of fifty-five horse power, this being one of the regular lines of manufacture of the company.

C)n leavin" that position he became assistant su]ierintendent with the Qievrolet Jlotor

Company at Flint, Jlichigan, and after a year he accepted the jiosition of general super-

intendent of the National Brass Company and organized and ecpiipped its new idaiit, pur-

chasing and installing the machinery. He continued with that com|iany for two and a half

years and on the 20th of November. 191G. lie canic to Bridgeport as general >iii)eriiitendent
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of tlie gra]ili(j|iluiiic and iliitaplHini' ilf|iartnicnts of tlir AincrUaii (Jia|ilui|>lioiio rompany,

which position lie still liolds, having twentyniiie liundrcd men under liis direct cliarge.

Added to his nutable skill as a mechanical engineer is execiilive [lower thai enables liim to

wisely direct the labors of employes and promote the interests of his dejiartment. In a word

he is a most forceful and resourceful business man, alert and energetic, adding indefatigable

industry and enterprise to scientilic knowledge.

In l'.)07 Jlr. Crudginton was married to Miss Ida E. Coles, of liridge])ort, who was

formerly connected with the public schools for four years as a teacher in tlie primary

grades. Fraternallv li<' is connected with the Masons.

KOBBINS N. (IKISWULD.

Robbins X. Griswold, a well known young business man of Bridgeport, was born in

Wethersfield, Connecticut, October 11, Is;t2, his parents being William C. and Minnie i Adams)

Griswold. His father is a man of prominence in that community, taking a very active

and intluential part in public alfairs, and has U'liresented his district in the state legislature.

By occupation he is a market garileni'r and has served as president of the Coiini'cticut Market

Gardeners Association. He and his wife were born, nared and manicd in Wctherslield and

there the latter died in 1912.

Robbins X. Griswold grew to numliood in Wctherslield. wliere lie attended scliool for

some time, and later entered the Hartford high school, completing his education, however, at

the Sheffield Scientific School of Yale College, from which he was graduated. He began

his business career as a mechanical engineer with H, & I!. Smith at Westtield, Massachusetts,

but in 1913 accepted a position with I^yon & (iruninum, hardware merchants of Bridgeport,

When the American Hardware Stores Company was organized and took over the business

of bis employers, ilr. Griswohl was made a vice president and placed in charge of the

Lyon & Grumman division, with which he is still ccpnnected and is regarded as one of the

most capable representatives of the company.

On the 38th of October, 191fi. Mr. Griswold was inarrieil at Wetlierslleld to Miss Glara

Hanmer, who was born there as were her parents, Alfred \\", and Xellie (TalcotI Hanmer,

The young couple have a pleasant home at Lordship ilauor and are identified with the Con-

gregational church. Mr. Griswold is a member of the Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity and casts

his ballot with the rei)ubliean party. Success has attemled his efl'orts and he now ranks among

the leading young business men of his adopted city.

VIXCEXT SYLVESTER WHITXEY.

Vincent Sylvester Whitney is now serving acce|itably as a member nf the city council

of Bridgeport and is also engaged in important semi-public work as the head of the Employ-

ees Tuberculosis Relief Association. He was born in Bridgeport on the 6th of Xovcmber,

l.sfiT. and is a son of Vilroy Glover Whitney, who died in 1912, and a gramlson of .losiah

Whitney, who served throughout the Mexican war. The father displayed his devotion to

his country during the Civil war. He was employed as tent and sail maker for the govern-

ment and at one time he and a comrade gave a striking demonstration of their patriotism by

cutting down a peace flag that had been raised at Stepney, Connecticut. His sister. Mrs.

JJaria (Whitney) CYaft, was a personal friend of President Lincoln's family and took tea at

the White House whenever in Washington, The mother of our subject was in her maiden-
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hood Miss Alaria Muipliy ami was a daugliler of Jasper .Muipliy, a native of lielaiul. Slie

was jjorn in New Voik eity and passed away in lUlO.

Vincent tS. Wljitney attended tlie public seliools until fourteen years old and diirin"

the next two years was undecided as to what line of work to follow. Wlien sixteen years

old he decided to become a molder and entered tlie employ of the White Manufaeturiii"

Company, liis instructor in the trade being Hugh Masterson, a prominent sportsman of the

day. In the live years that Mr. Whitney remained with the company he learned his trade

thoroughly and subsequently was for three years in the employ of the Oxidized Metal Com-
])any. Jn 1891 he l)ecame connecti?d with the Ashcroft Manufacturing Company, with which

he has since remained, and for the past twelve years he has held the position of a.ssistant

foreman. His mastery of the trade and his ability to direct the work of others lit liini unus-

ually well for his place and he has the complete conlidence of his superiors and the respect

and giHjdwill of those under him.

(In tlie 5th of January, 1895. Jlr. Whitney was married to Miss Margaiet (Gallagher,

a (laughter of Lawrence and Catharine Gallagher.

Mr. Whitney is a member of the Ke|iulilican ( lub. uliicli indicates his political allegiance,

and for four years has been a member of the city council. He is one of tlie eliicient working

members of that body and is now serving as chairman of the ordinance committee and a mem-
ber of tlie yiiscellaneous matters and Memorial Day ciunmittees. Since he was fourteen years

of age he has taken a keen interest in politics and has voted at every regular election since

attaining his majority and at all but one primary election. He is a past master of St.

John's Lodge, No. 8, A. K. & A. M., at Stratford, and also belongs to S. H. Harris Lodge, No.

99, I. 0. 0. F. In April, 1917, Mr. Whitney was appointed by Colonel Wilson, mayor of

iiridgeport, color sergeant of the Connecticut Home (Juards. He is a prominent member of

the Xewfield Methodist Episcopal church, belongs to tlie Men's League of that denomination

anil teaches a Sunday school class. His sincere interest in the welfare of his felli)wincii has

found ]iractical expression in his work as president of the Employees Tuberculosis Relief

Association, which has as its purpose the combating of the white plague in factories. Althougli

it is liaiii|)ered in its work by a lack of funds it lias done much good and is now spending

about forty ilollars per week in benefits. Inder the rules of the organization patients whose

cases are sulliciently light as to respond to treatment at home receive four dollars ])er

week, while those who require sanitarium treatment have their expenses at such institutions

paid. Jlr. Whitney has been at the head of this association since its organization and its

success has been in large measure due directly to his untiring effort in its behalf. Its funds

are derived entirely from voluntary contributions and its maintenance is therefore condi-

tioned up(m a general public knowledge of and interest in its work. Under the able direction

of Mr. Whitney this general interest has shown a steady growth and the association liojjes

in time to greatly enlarge its work.

JOHN C. MATTICE.

.kilin C. Mattice has enjoyed a goodly share of the increasing automoliile business of

Bridgeport and is now proprietor of the Oakland Carage. He was born at Bouck's Falls,

New York, :March 11, 1878, a son of Frank and Florence Estelle (Shattuck) Mattice. the

former a farmer by occupation. .Icilin C. ^lattice acquired a public school eduiath)ii and

early became familiar with the duties and labors that fall to the farm bred buy. In ycniiig

manliood he assisted in the further development of tlie land, but in 1S97 lie turned his

attention to the automoliile business in New York in connection with the New York Trans-

portation Company, with which he was associated for three years. He next turned his

attention to the mechanical end of the autoiiiol.ilc business with .Me.vaiider Fisher at 2.S9
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West Fiftii'tli street in Xiw ^'lll'k ami siibseciuently was witli I lie I'aiiharil Com|iany as

suporiiitendent of the importation, sales ami repair of cars. In liidT ln' eniljarlce<l in the

auto repair business on liis own aiinunt at Fiftieth street anil Twelfth avi'uue in New Vurk

and there remained until lull, when he sdil Dnt and became a salesman with the Ford Motor

t'om])an3-. On the 1st of Decembex of that year lie assumed the Ford agency for Bridi,'cport

and foi- three and one-half years handled that car. In 191") he acee])ted the agency of tln'

• lakland car. in additii>n to which he also handles the Atlerhiiry truck. He sold over two

hundred Oaklands in lUlC), eiijoyinj,' a very |irofitable business, and on the 1st of August of

that year he completed a new garage at Xos. 235 and 237 Stratford avenue. The building

is a one-story and basenu-nt structure', fifty-two by seventy feet, in the rear of whidi

he also has a lot eighty by oiu' hundred and twenty feet. He has a service station for his

own cars and he employs three salesnieu and six expeit nuchanics beside his office force.

On the 1st of February, 1905. Mr. ilattiee was married to Miss Florence Dufl'y, who was

born near Buffalo. New York, and their children are: Florence, born December 20, 1907;

Jack, February 10, 1910; Louise, December 25, 1911; and Adell, May 24, 1915. In piditics

Mr. Jlattice is a democrat where national issues are involved but at local elections votes

for the man rather than the party. Fraternally he is connected with the Benevolent Pro-

tective Order of Elks and also with the Knights of Columbus and tlic latter indicates his

membership in the Catholic church, he being a member of St. Patrick's parish. He concen-

trates his ellorts and attention largely upon his business and since entering the aut<iniobile

field has made steady ]irogress, being now at the head of a growing and profitable motor

car agency.

WILLIAM CLARK WATSdX. M. D.

Dr. William Clark \\'atson, one of the alumni of tlie Long Islaiul College Hospital of

Brooklyn, has practiced in Bridgeiiort since 1899, coming to this city when a young man of

about twenty-six years. He was born in New York city, .July 11, 1873, and is of English

descent, his grandfather in the paternal line having come from England in the early part of

the nineteenth century. His father, Clark Robert Watson, who has devoted much of liis life

to merchandising, is now residing in liiooklyn. New York. In early manhood he wedded
Hettie M. King, who died when her son. William C, was but nine days old.

The boyhood and youth of Dr. Watson were spent at the home of his uncle. Dr. Samuel
Ingraham. of Palmyra, Wayne county. New York, who was a prominent physician tliere,

and in that environment Dr, Watson became imbued with the desire to follow the medical

profession. He supplemented his public school course by study in Eastman's Business College

at Poughkeepsie, New York, from which he was graduated in 1891, and later he perfected

his plans to prepare for the practice of medicine and surgery, entering the Long Island

College Hospital of Brooklyn, from whicli he was graduated in 1897 with the M. D. degree.

For two years thereafter he attended the New Y'ork Post Graduate School, thus gaining

the broad ami valuable practical experience that comes from hospital work. In 1899 he

opened his ollice in Bridgeport, where he has built up a good practice and is also serving on

the medical staff of the Bridgeport Hospital. He belongs to the Bridgeport Medical

Society, the Fairfield County Medical Society, the Connecticut State Jlcdical Society and

also has membership witli the American Medical Association.

On the Cth of October, 1898, Dr. Watson was married to Miss .Jennie Elizabeth Halpin.

of Middlebury. Vermont, and they have three children, a son and two daughters, Mildred

Agnes, William Clark and Irene Anna.

Dr. Watson belongs to the Park City Y'acht Club and is well known in Masoin-y,

having attained the Knight Templar degree of the York Kite. He is also a -Mystic Shrincr
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and is most loyal to tlie teachings of the craft. He is likewise a member of Pioneer Lodge,

No. 7'J. Order Sons of fSt. George, of the Modern Woodmen of America, of Alpha Circle of

the Brotherliood of America and of Court Nathaniel Wheeler of the Foresters of America.

AH other interests, however, are made subservient to liis professional liuties, which have

continually developed in extent and in importance.

ALBERT JOHNSON.

Albert Johnson, a well known undertaker of Bridgeport located at No. 820 Iranistan

avenue, was born in Sweden In 1866, a son of John and Anna Johnson, both of whom are

deceased. He received his early education in the public schools of that country but after

his emigration to Bridgeport he attended the Martin Business College, as he realized fully

the advantages of special preparation for a business life. For several years he was em-

ployed in a carriage and blacksmith shop conducted by Gates & Company and for two

years worked for Wheeler Brothers, of Easton, Connecticut. He then became sexton of

St. John's Episcopal church at Bridgeport and for many years held that position under

Dr. W. H. Lewis. In the meantime he carefully saved his money and as soon as he had

acquired a sullicient amount he took a course in the Renouard Training School for Em-

balmers at New York city and was also a student with the Stephen Merritt Burial and

Cremation Company. On the 22d of June, 1901, he received a diploma attesting the fact

that he had completed the embalming course and soon afterward he established himself

in business as an undertaker in Bridgeport. His rooms are well located, his equipment is

complete and his services have been found very satisfactory. He also deals in real estate

to some extent and is giving more and more of his time and attention to that field of

activity. He owns his residence, a tine modern home, and also holds title to two other town

properties.

Mr. Johnson was married in Canaan, Connecticut, to Miss Clara M. Anderson, of that

place, a daughter of John Andrew and Louise Anderson, the former a farmer of that

place. Mr. Johnson became a naturalized citizen of the United States in 1890 and has

since supported the republican party at the polls. He attends the Christian Science

diurili. in which lie is keenly interested. He is identilied with a number of societies,

including the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, The Sture No 7, 0. V., the One Hundred

Men Society, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Swedish Union League. He has never

regretted his removal to this country, as here he has found and utilized opportunities

whicli have enabled him to gain a substantial measure of success.

HARRY M. FORD.

Harry ^M. Ford, president of the Columbus Motor Car Company, has been a lifelong

resident of Bridgejiort. He was here born Septemlier 23, 1893, and is a sou of Michael H.

and .Margaret M. (Martin) Ford, the fornun- a native of Bridgeport, wliile the latter was

born in Bristol, Connecticut. Tlie father was a son of Timothy Ford, a native of Ireland,

who in early manhood became a resident of Bridgeport. Here Michael H. was reared and

afterward engaged in the general trucking biisiness.

Harry JI. Ford in the acquirenu>nt of liis education was graduated from the University

School on F'airtieli! avcmio and since tlien lias concentrated his efforts and attention upon

business in a way that has brought good results. In 1908 he began working for the Haupt-

Rockwell Company at Bristol, Connecticut, and later was in the employ of F. L. Mills of
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Bridgeport. 'I'liis nnuW liiiii tlioiuujilily ai'iniiiiiitcil with tlie autniiiiiliilc tiiuli". fur as tlie

representative of Jlr. Jlills lie liaiulled tlie iUteliell, Interstate and J'opellartlord motor cars.

Desiring that liis labors slioiild more directly beneht himself, he at letiutli embarked in

business on liis own account, lie started in I'.UO. handling the Ma.xwell and iJnish cars and

the Sampson motor truck, his location being at Nos. 15)41 and lS4:i Main street, with a

service station at 48 to 53 Hunt avenue. In 191G he organized the Columbus Motor Car

Com|:any. which succeeded to tlic business of the Ford Motor Car Company, which had been

organized March 2, 1915, to take over the business which he had conducted under liis own

name. The company is erecting a new building at 1S41 to lS4:i JIain street which will have

a frontage of si'veiity-live feet and a depth of three hundred feet. It is a four-story brick

building well e<pii]i]icd for the purpose for which it is used. The showroom is sixty by

seventy-live leet and has a tile llocir. The company has the agency for the Saxon ears, the

KellySpringlielil motor truck and the Denby motor truck. It has a garage and also a

repair and service station and employs about thirty skilled mechanics in addition to the

selling force. On the 20tli of April it took over the building occupied by the Seaside Theatre,

376 Main street, and converted it into a motor truck service station for the convenience of

motor truck customers. It is running a day and night service station, having all the neces-

sary ef)ui]iment. such as solid tires and a tire press for ]iutting on and removing truck tires.

The officers of the companj- are: H. M. Ford, president and manager; A. G. Risley, secretary;

and M. M. Ford, treasurer.

Mr.. Ford casts an independent ballot, voting for men and measures rather than party.

He holds inembersliip with the Knights of Columbus and also with the Henevolent Protective

Order of KIks. In his business career he has advanced step by step as a result of per.sonal

merit and ability and his force and resourcefulness are widely acknowledged.

MARTIN WILLIAM LEIGHTON.

Tlie American Theater, located at No. 1120 East Main street, is in all respects a

thoroughly eijuipped, modern and attractive moving picture theater and its excellence is the

evidence of the progressiveness and ability of its owner, JIartin William Leighton. He was

born in Clinton, Massachusetts, August 14, 1876, a son of John Leighton, whose father also

bore the name of John. The mother of our subject was in her maidenhood Ann Quigley and

was a daughter of William Quigley.

Martin W. Leighton attended the public schools in his native city until he was eleven

years old and then went to work in the cotton mills there. He was connected with the

cotton industry for ten years and during that time advanced from the spinning to the

weaving rooms and became an expert at his trade. In IS'JG he came to Bridgeport and

for a time worked in a silk factory on Spruce street, after which he was engineer for the

Hurlburt Company on John street. In May, 1907, however, he went into business for him-

self as proprietor of the Nicklet at Colorado and State streets. He ne.\t owned the Airdonie

on Jane street, but after two years disposed of that place and bought the Elk Theater at

Arctic and East Main street, which he conducted for three and a half years. On the 9th of

March, 1915, he opened his present fine theater, the American, which he erected according

to plans drawn by Miss A, C. Kelley, the first woman architect to turn her attention to the

planning of theaters. This place is provided with one thousand and eighty-si.x opera chairs,

has a ten thousand dollar pipe organ with attachments to give the effect of an orchestra

and two of as fine projecting machines as are usually found in the operating room. In

keeping with the excellence of the theater itself the films shown are artistic and technically

the best obtainable, being the releases of the leading film companies of the country. For

about seven years Mr. Leighton also conducted a film exchange and for four years was a
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representative of the Mutual Film Company. He has now withdrawn from tlie excliange

business but still sells theatrical supplies, being agent for a well known projecting machine

and for screens and other supplies, and he has equiijpcd many other theaters in the city.

He was the first man in Bridgeport to install motored projection machines and lie ha.s

always been in the vanguard of the moving picture theater business.

-Mr. Leighton was nuirried on the 30th of May, 1U06, to Miss Caroline Lund, a sister

of N. C. Lund, also a theater owner, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work.

The religious faith of Jlr. Leighton is indicated by his membership in .St. Charles' Roman

Catholic church and fraternally he is connected with the Knights of Columbus. In politics

he is independent hut has never had the slightest desire to hold office. He was one of the

first to see tlie possibilities in the moving picture and although he first established himself

in business on a small scale he has prospered beyond his expectations. He has gained

financial independence since coming to Bridgeport and has also won many warm friends, for

liis dominant personal qualities are such as invariably command respect and regard.

HENRY L. LEWIS.

Henry L. Lewis, treasurer of the H. J. Lewis Oyster Company and thus connected with

one of the important industries of the Sound country, was born at Stratford, Connecticut,

in 1885 and is descended from one of the earliest New Engand families, the ancestral line

being traced back to William Lewis, who came from England in 1630, making his way first

to Massachusetts. Soon afterward, however, he aided in settling Hartford, Connecticut.

I. C. Lewis, grandfather of Henry L. Lewis, was for many years the president of the

Meriden Britannia Company, a silver manufacturing concern that featured largely in the

business development of this section and now a part of the International Silver Company.

His son, H. J. Lewis, was born at Meriden, Connecticut, and after reaching man's estate was

associated with his father in the silver trade until forty years of age. He then turned his

attention to the development of oyster beds and became the founder of the H. J. Lewis

Oyster Company, in which connection he established a business of extensive proportions.

He wedded Mary E. Stringer, who was born on Long Island and who is still living, but Mr.

Lewis passed away in 1902.

Henry L. Lewis supplemented his public school educaticm by study in tlie T. U. S.

and he afterward attended Yale as a student in the Sheffield Scientific School, from which

he was graduated in lllOU. After graduation iie became actively connected with the II. .1.

Lewis Oyster Company, of which he is the treasurer. This company is conducting an

extensive business in the propagation and sale of oysters, selling almost entirely for plant-

ing, and the scientific methods and indefatigable care displayed are elements in the growing

Biiccess of the business.

In 1910 Mr. Lewis was married to Miss Helen Edwards, of Washington, D. C, and

their children are Kate and Mary. Mrs. Lewis is a member of the Episcopal church. Mr.

Lewis is a Mason and belongs also to the Seaside Outing and W'eatogue Clubs.

JOHN T. II. POWERS, M. D.

Among the alumni of tlie College of I'liysicians and Surgeons of Baltimore is numbered

T)r. John T. H. Towers, who was one of the youngest members of the class of 1910. and

after splendid hospital experience and a brief period sjient in private practice in Massa-

chusetts came to Bridgeport in December, 1915. He was born in New (jlasgow. Nova Scotia,
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Novoiiiber 28, 1887, iuid is tlic imly son uf .Joliii T. Vowcrs, a iiativf of .Maiden, Massa-

diusctts, and now a retired sea captain residing in Sydney, Nova St-otia. His motlui bore

the maiden name of Bessie .Jeanne .MaePlierson. In botli the paternal and maternal lines

J)r. I'tjwers comes of Scotch ancestry. His i;reat-grandfather. whose nanu' was likcwisi'

John 'I'liomas Powers, was born and reared in Scotland and received the Master of Arts

deforce from the University of Kdinburfj;li. He crossed the Atlantic to Nova Scotia, becoming

an early resident of that part of the continent. He was a school teacher by profession

and among liis pupils was Sir Charles Tni)[ier. who afterward became i)remier of Canada.

Thomas Powers, grandfather of Dr. Powers, was born in Nova Scotia. The maternal

grandfather, John MaePherson, was born in (iairloch, Scotland, and was a sea captain.

])r. Powers prepared for college in the Sydney and Pictou academies of Nova Scotia

and subsequently attended the Queen's Cniversity at Kingston, Ontario. He came to the

United States for his professional training and in 11)11) won his M. D. degree from the

College of Pliysieians and Surgeons of Baltimori', at which time he was only twenty-two

years of age, being one of the youngest members of his class. He was afterward con-

nected, with the Bay View Hospital of Baltimore and with Fitch's Hospital for the soldiers

at Noroton, Connecticut. He then entered upon the private practice of medicine at Ber-

nnrdston, Massachusetts, in July, 11111, and snbsetpiently practiced at Chicopee Falls, that

state, until December, 1915, when he came to Bridgeport, located at No. lOtia Barnum avenue,

and engaged in the general practice of medicine and surgery, giving particular attention to

the diseases of the chest. He has a certificate from the College of Physicians and Surgeons

of Baltimore for post graduate work on chest diseases and also has credits for post graduate

work elsewhere. He belongs to the Massachusetts Medical Society. In February, 1917, he was
commissioned a first lieutenant in the United States medical corps and assigned to the

command of the First. Connecticut Ambulance Company and is now in Europe, the command
being among the first sent abroad.

On the 5th of June, 11111, Dr. Powers was joined in wedlock to Miss .Mary E ilockler, a

graduate nurse of the Bridgeport Hospital. Dr. Powers is a Mason and his religious faith

is that of the Presbyterian church. His has been an active and well spent life, actuated

by a laudable ambition that has prompted him to so utilize his time, his talents and his

opportunities as to gain a most creditable position in professional circles.

CHARLES WILSON HAWLEY.

Charles Wilson Hawley was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, October l(j, 1856, son of

Edmund S. Hawley, also a resident of Bridgeport. His mother was Mrs. Lucy S. Hawley,

daughter of Thomas C. Wordin. Charles \V. Hawley received a private school education in

Bridgeport. This was followed by a study of the law with a view to preparing himself

for admission to the state bar. About tliis time, however, Mr. Hawley became interested in

a commercial venture which diverted his thoughts and energies from the practice of law

and turned them into the channels of business.

In 1878 Mr. Hawley became associated with Hanford C. Plumb in the hardware trade

and a partnership was formed which engaged in the machine tool and general hardware

business under the firm name of Plumb & Hawley. At this time Mr. Hawley was twenty-

one years of age. The firm of Plumb & Hawley continued until 1888 when the partnership

was dissolved. From that time the business was carried on and extended by Mr. Hawley
under his own name until 1907, when it was incorporated as the Hawley Hardware Com-
pany. Since that time the scope of the business has been continually enlarged, and the

company now occupies its own building at 1120 Main street and 109 Middle street. Mr.

Hawley is today the oldest liardware merchant in Bridgeport and is at present the treasurer
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of the Ilawley Hardware t'oinpaiiv. Charles \V. Hawlcy is well known in the city as a

linaneial organizer. Like his father he has been intimately assoeiated with banking affairs

in Uriilgeport, anil for the last twenty-four years has been one of tlie trustees of the

Viri(lgei)ort Savings liank.

-Mr. Hawlev is a member of the Inited Congregational iluireh and was for many years

identified with the work of the oM South Congregational church, in the affairs of which he

took an active interest as a member of the finance committee. He is also closely con-

nected with the work of the Young Women's Christian Association, of which he is at present

a trustee. .Mr. Ilawley is a member of tlie Seaside Club, tlie Brooklawn Country Club

and the Contemjiorary Club.

In 1884 Mr. Ilawley marrieil Katharine A. IJeardsley, daughter of Frederick Beardsley

of Stratford. Connecticut. Mr. and Mrs. Hawley had two children, Marguerite W. and

Kdnumd S., tlie latter nameil after ilr. Hawley 's father. The daughter is now Mrs.

Cliauncey L. Kenton, wife of Captain Chauncey L. Fenton of the United States Army, and

lias two children, Katharine H., named after 3Irs. Fenton"s mother, and John L. The son,

I'.dmund .Summers Hawley, is a graduate of Vale College and of Harvard Law School,

and since his graduation has been connected with the Hrm of Kirlin. Woolsey & Hickox in

tlie practice of admiralty law in Xew York city. Charles \V. Hawley resides at 908 Fair-

lie!d avenue. Mrs. Hawley is not now living.

Jlary W. Hawley, Mr. Hawley 's sister lives in tlie old Hawley homestead at 588 State

street, which has been continuously occupied by members of the family for more than a

century.

MAKTIX IRVIXC HORN. M. D.

While only file years have jiassed since Dr. ilartin Irving Horn received his profes-

sional degree he has in the interim maile for himself a creditable andenviable position as

a general medical practitioner of Bridgeport, where lie took up his abode in 1!)13. He was

born in Roumania, September IS. 18S7. a son of JIaurice Horn, a business man, who was

also born in Roumania. He wedded Clara Jlarco. a native of Roumania, and slie. too, passed

away. Dr. Horn is the youngest of their five living children, four sons and a daughter, all

of wliom are residents of Xew York city with the exception of the Doctor. The others

are; Samuel, Michael and Xatlian. wlio are in business in Xew York; and Mrs. Bella

(Johlherg, a widow.

Dr. Horn spent his early life in Xew York City, where lie attended school Xo. 75

until he had reached the age of fourteen years. He afterward pursued a business course

which iiicluileil bookkeeping, shorthand and typewriting, and when his studies along that

line were comideted he became a student in tlie Sanford College of New York city, where

he devoted four years to an acailemic course. In l'.)OS he entered the Xew York Horaeo-

|iathetic Medical College, in wliicli he s|ieiit four years, being graduated in 1012 with the

M. 1). degree. For a year thereafter he was interne in the Metropolitan Hospital and

during his last college year In- also did much work in the Xew '^'ork Lyiiig-ln Hospital. In

the fall of 19i:i he began practice in Bridgeport, where he has since remained, enjoying

a good general practice which is steadily growing in volume and in importance.

On the Jth of .\pril. lull. Dr l|c^rn was married to Miss Rae Malviii. of Xew York

city, who was horn there and i> a graduate of public school Xo. Tfi. in which she completed

her grammar school studies in I'.iDl. She was graduated from the Wadleigh high school

in I'.HJo and in 1H08 from the Washington Irving liigh scdiool. Later she attended a normal

colh'L'c for a year. Dr. and Mrs. Ibirn have two children: .Milton, born May 30. 1915;

anil ( liarlotte Claire, born September 23. 191G.
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Dr. Hum lioKls to tlie llobii'w tiiitli and bi'kiiigs tu tlie Park AveiuK' Toiii]ili!. He is

also connected witli the It'Nui l!'iitli. tlu' Independent Order B'ritli Abraham, tlie Hebrew

Sick Society, tlie J^oyal Order ul Mnose and tlie Knights of Pythias, while along strictly

professional lines he is coniiccted with the American Medical Association. He is fond of

music and also of motoring and all other outdoor sports, especially baseball and football,

and the hours given to recreation constitute a balancing force to his intense professional

activities.

HARRY H. FORD.

Harry H. Fonl, proiirietor of the Ford (iarage at Bridgeport, his native city, was born

Ajiril 13, 1S85, his parents being .1. A. and X. E. (Haynes) Ford. The father was born at

Stamford. Connecticut, in ISli.'i and later ri'inoved to Bridgeport. He was a steamboat

engineer in early life but afterward engaged in the wholesale oyster business until he retired

to enjoy in well earned rest the fruits of his former toil.

At the usual age Harry H. Ford entered the public schools of Bridgeport and passed

through consecutive grades to his graduation from the liigli school He has been engaged

in the automobile business since 1907. in which year he liegan selling secondduuid cars on

Fairfield avenue. In 1909 he opened a place of business at 44j Stratford avenue, handling

the Stoddard-Dayton cars in Bridgeport and vicinity. Subsequently he secured the Ford

agency for Bridgeport and vicinity and later the Reo agency in the same territory. He
has also had the agency for the Chalmers car and in 1915 he accepted tlie agency for tlie

Overland car. which he has since had. His plant is large and well e(iui|iped and includes a

showroom and warehouse one hundred and fifty by one hundred feet, also a two-story build-

ing fifty by fifty feet used for parts and storage, witli a vacant lot adjoining. He likewise

has a showroom twenty-five by seventy feet at :',oH Fairfield avenue. He employs two sales-

men and several mechanics and oHiee people, numbering fourteen in all. In additi<in to

handling the difi'erent cars mentioned he also sells the Bessemer trucks.

Mr. Ford belongs to the Algonquin Club and has gained many friends in that organiza-

tion and through business connections. Politically lie maintains an independent course and

lias never been an ollice seeker, preferring to concentrate his time and energies upon hia

business affairs, which, wiselv directed, are bringing to him a good annual income.

WILLIAM C. HAWLEY.

William C. Hawley is secretary and treasurer of the Davis & Hawley Company, owning
one of the well apjiointed jewelry stores of Bridgeport. He was born here in 187.i, a son

of Frederick B. Hawley. He passed through consecutive grades in the public schools until he

became a high school pupil and he started in the business world as an employe in the jewelry

house of Parker & Davis in 1890. There he learned the business, remaining with that

firm for si.x years, and after another year, or in 1897, he bought out Mr. Parker, since which

time the store has been conducted under the firm style of the Davis & Hawley Company,
with Mr. Davis as the president and Mr. Hawley as the secretary and treasurer. The
building which they occupy was erected in 1838 and has been continuously used as a jewelry

store throughout all the intervening years. They conduct a general jewelry business which

is high class in every respect, and in addition to their Bridgeport establishment they have

a stori' in Waterbury, which was opened in April. 1907, under the name of Davis & Hawley,
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Jewelers, Incorporated. The most progressive methods dominate the two establishments,

making their business an important factor in the commercial circles of these cities.

In Fairfield. Connecticut, in I'JOl, Jlr. Hawlcy was united in marriage to Miss Mary

Theodosia Burr and they have become tlie parents of two children, William Burr and

Theodosia liurr. -Mr. llawley is treasurer of the Jewelers' Corporation of Bridgepiirt, is a

member of tlie board of governors of tlie Seaside (. lub and belongs to the Brooklawn

Country Club. He is also a thirty-second degree ila.son and a member of the Mystic

Shrine, wiiile his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the United Congregational

church, in (lie work of which he takes an active and helpful interest, serving now as super-

intendent of the Sunday school.

WILLIAM D. NICHOLS.

William J). Nichols, who has built up a trade of large proportions as a jdumliing and

sheet metal contractor, is indeed a self-made man, for all that he has he has made by

his own unaided efforts. His birth occurred in Winona, Minnesota, October 20, 186!), and

he is a son of William Horace Nichols, of Holden, Massachusetts, where the grandfather,

Horace Nichols, also resided. The homestead is still standing in that town and eight

generations of the faniilj' have resided in Massachusetts. On his maternal side also Mr.

Nichols is a representative of an old American family, his mother being in her maidi'n-

hood Ada Caroline Morrill, a daughter of Daniel W. Morrill. The Morrill family emigrated

to America about IT'.Kl from France. One of the ancestors of our subject served as a

drummer boy in the Kevolutionary war and he is therefore entitled to membership in the

Sons of the American Revolution. To Mr. and Mrs. William H. Nichols were born four

sons: Albert H., w'ho is living at West Somerville, Massachusetts; Walter Frederick,

who served in the Spanish-American war as a member of a Connecticut company and died

from disease contracted while in the army; Benjamin, who passed awaj' in 1880; and

William U. of this review.

Tlie last named was taken by his parents to New Haven, Connecticut, when a ciiild

and attended school there for a time, after which he was for seven years a student in the

liublic schools of Brooklyn, New York. At the age of fourteen years he began to learn

his trade with the Richardson-Boynton Stove Works at Brooklyn. He decided to become a

sheet metal worker and continued with that company for three years and four months

after his textbooks were put aside. Later he was employed by the Simonds Furnace

Company and after leaving that place was foreman in a shop owned by J. H. Cort, whose

son married a niece of (General Benjamin F. Tracy, secretary of the navy under President

Harrison. During this time Mr. Nichols installed the ventilation on the double turreted

monitor iMiantanoniah at the Brooklyn Navy-yard. By 1889 he had fully mastered his

trade, but instead of at once going into business on his own account he entered the Brad-

bury piano factory and for a year was there employed under F. G. Smith. However, he did

not like the work and again turned his attention to the sheet metal trade. In 1893 he

went to Danbury. Connecticut, where he was employed by several firms and where he

also took up jdumbing.

In 1S99 Mr. Nichols came to liridge]iort and formed a iiartnershi|i with H. 0. Taylor

for the conduct of a plumbing and sheet metal shop. They were fir.st located in a room

twelve by twelvo feet on Flm street and subsequently removed in turn to No. 50 Cannon

street and to No. 676 Fairfield aveniu'. At length the partnership was dissolved and Mr.

Nichols built at No. 1171 State street a sliop which he has since removed to his present

quarters at No. 1177 State street. The character of the contracts which he executes indi-

cates his high standing in his field of work. Among other important jobs whicli he has
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liandli'ii may be liiciitioncil the West Isrid TlioatcT, in which hr iiistaUeil tlio hi'atiii",

plumbing and ventilating systems, the last mentioneil proviiling tor a eiimplete eliange of

air every twelve minutes; the Bridgeport lletal Works new factory in wliioli he did the

plumbing and fitting work; tlu> Yost Typewriter Company, an espeeially important con-

tract; the Klue Kibbon Boily fonipany; the winter quarters for the iiarnum & Ijailey

circus, in whicli he has just linislicd installing the plumbing and steam heating; the
Howard Hotel; and the Bannay West ICnd Kestaurant. He has given special attention to

the needs of moving picture operating rooms and has received seventy-five per cent of

such contracts in the city in addition to many outside. He also executes in a year hun-
dreds of smaller jobs and employs on an average ten men in the shop and two in tlie

olfice. In working his way upward to liis present enviable position in imlustrial circles

he has relied solely upon fair dealing, a thorough knowledge of all phases of business and
strict attention to the matter in hand, realizing that permanent success must be based upon
such a foundation.

.Mr. Nichols was married November 24, 1889, to Miss Margaret A. Rowe, a daughter
of Theodore Smith and Georgenea (Mott) Rowe. Mr. Rowe is a veteran of the Civil war,
having served in Company I, Forty-second (Tammany) New York Regiment. Mrs. Nichols is

of Revolutionary stock, as ancestors in both families served in the Continental army.
She is therefore entitled to membership in tlie Daughters of the American Revolution arid
she is a member of the Daughters of Wterans. She has become the mother of two chil-

dren. Theodore Horace, who is named for his two grandfathers, was educated in the pub-
lic schools of Bridgeijurt and in the liigli school at Uanbury. He is a skilled metal
worker, having learned the trade under his father, and is associated with the latter in
business. Fraternally he is connected with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He
married Miss Marie Reynolds, of Fnglish descent, and they have two children. Edna May
and William Horace. Florence K. attended the public and high schools of Bridgeport and
also the Union Business College. She married Charles W. Slattery, of Bridgeport, and has
three children, Dorothy Clare, Marjorie and Kenneth.

-Mr. Nichols served for four years in tlie Connecticut ililitia and liolds membership
in the Sons of Veterans. He belongs to the Bridgeport Automobile Association, the Park
City Y'acht Club, Adelphian Lodge and Nutmeg Encampment of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, St. .John's Lodge. No. 3, A. F. & A. M., .Jerusalem Commandery, No. 1:5, K.
T., Pyramid Temple, A. A. 0. N. M. S., and in the Scottish Rite he has attained the thirty-
second degree. His keen interest in the welfare of the young men of the city is indi-

cated by the fact that he has belonged to the Young Men's Christian Association for many
years. Although he has devoted the greater part of his time to hia buisness he has also
found opportunity to give attention to the other interests of life and is recognized as a
man of public sjiirit and attractive social qualities.

ALEXANDER BUNKER PINKHAM.

Alexander Bunker Pinkliam, manager of the Files Engineering Company, has througli
his own unaided efforts gained his present important position in industrial circles and is

entitled to the honor that is accorded a self-made man. He was born in Barnstable,
Massachusetts, in 1876, a son of l-'rederick B. C. and Dora A. (Folger) Pinkham. The
family were for generations residents of Nantucket Island and Mr. Pinkham of this review
has in liis possession a boatswain's whistle which belonged to one of his ancestors, indicat-

ing that representatives of the name followed a seafaring life. The first member of this

branch of the family to bear the name Alexander Bunker Pinkham was so called in honor
of Lieutenant Alexander Bunker Pinkham, of the United States Navy, who, however, as far
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as known was not a relative. He lived in an early day in the history of tlie country and

was the ollicer who recovered tlie remains of ,lolin Paul .lones in France. Henry il. Pinkham,

the famous financial editor of tlie Boston Advertiser and Post, is a cousin of our siibject.

When but three years of age Alexander B. Pinkham was taken by his parents to

Boston and there he attended the public schools. When but twelve years old he sold news-

papers and later worked around at various jobs. Subsequently for three years he was

employed in the ollice of his uncle, Alexander Bunker Pinkham. for whom he was named

and who was a W(dl known architect. After leaving; him Mr. Pinkham of this review entered

the mechanical engineering dei)artment of the Charles Uavis Soap Company of Cambridge,

Massachtisetts. A year later lie accepted a position as assistant to the chief engineer of

the Xorth I'acking & Provision Company, a subsidiary company of Swift & Company. He
remained in that connection for three years and then was for four years in the stationary

engineering department of the Boston Edison Cuinpaiiy. He was next emjiloyed by (ieorge

K. Hooper, consulting construction engineer of New York city, in the capacity jif mechanical

engineer, having qualified for such work through varied practical experience. I'or nine

years he had charge of the mechanical engineering department of the above conifiany and

during that time that concern erected the Kossuth street building of the Ashcroft ilanu-

facturing Company of Bridgeport, designed and installed the power plant in the west end

and also did important work for Crane Company. Mr. Pinkham liad the supervision of

the above work and his unusual capability was so apparent that he was asked to take

ehaige of the Bridgeport office of the l-'iles Engineering Company of Providence and in

November. 1914, accepted the position of manager of that department and during the inter-

vening three years the concern has filled inijiortant contracts for the Salts Textile Company,

Harvey Hubbell, Hic. the Acme Shear Company, the Bridgeport Projectile Company, the

American Graphophone Company, the Lake Torpedo Boat Company, the Bead Chain Manu-

facturing Company, the Stamford Rolling Mills, the National Scale Company, the Electric

Cable Company, the Bias Narrow Fabric Company, the Burlington Silk Mills, the Con-

necticut Electric Comjiany, the Bridgeport Metal Goods Manufacturing Company, the Austin

Company, the Fletcher-Thompson Company, H. 0. Canfield, Burns & Bassick and the Bryant

Electric Company.

.Mr. Pinkham was married in .January. I'JOi), to Miss Louise A. Curtis, of Stratford, who

is a daugliter of Francis R. and Amanda (.ludson) Curtis, both representatives of old families

of Stratford. Mr. Pinkham is an independent republican in politics, but while scruimlous

in the discharge of his duties as a good citizen he has never taken a very active part in

public allairs. He belongs to the Algonquin Club and within and without that organization

has many sincere friends. The importance of the work which he has supervised is indis-

putable evidence of his high rank in the Held of mechanical engineering.

H. .1. LEWIS OYSTER COMPANY.

The H. .1. Lewis (Jyster Company of Bridgeport was incorporated in 1895, although its

founder and promoter, H. .T. Lewis, had been engaged in the oyster trade since the early

"TOs. He began operations at Thimble Islands but in 1878 removed to Stratford and

later came to Bridgeport and at this point the business has since been conducted. The

company has its own oyster beds at various places from Westport to New Haven, and in

the conduct of the trade, in planting and in securing the oysters for sale utilizes four steamers

and one gas boat. They do not handle any market oysters but sell seed oysters for others

to jilant for growing and marketing. They sell oysters to customers north and south of

here, shiiqiing by water in cargo lots. These customers replant on ground where tlie

ovsters become fat and marketable and resell after six to eighteen months. The company's



i!i;ii)(;i:i'oirr and vicinity 5(«

iiystors ail' jiicMliucd in I'linii liltcrn to lil'ty I'ci't cif wiUcr and aic sulil ^at tlu' a;m> ot Ihrre

jeais. Tliey cniiiluy about lifty people and the oysters are most carefully plant ed, the eoni-

]jany liavinfr made a elose study of the conditions of the beds and all th<^ other points

wliii-ii nuist be eonsiderctl in relation to the pi'opajiation and development of the l)ival\e.

They iiavc <'stal)lishe<l a well earned re|iutation for nice >liape(l se<(l.

THKODORE FEKtUSdX.

Theodore Ferguson, secretary and manager oi the 11. .j. Lewis Oyster t'oin[iany, was born

at Perth Anilioy. New -Icrsey, .\larcli US, 1S45. a son of William and .lane (\an l)c Wateri

Ferguson, who were also nativi's of New ,Iersey. The lathir. who was born at Wood-

bridge, became a boat builder and ultimatcdy engaged in tlie oyster business.

Theodore F'erguson acquired a public seiiool education in his youthful days and from a

very early age became connected with the oyster trade, assisting his talher when a youth

of but fifteen. He learned every feature of the business in regard to the [iropa^'ation and

scientific raising and transi)lanting of oysters and ultinuitely he bouglit his fatlier"s busi-

ness, which he conducted independently until 1S71 and then sold out. He next became

superintendent for William H. Christy and tlicn embarked in business on his own account

as an oyster mercliant of New York. Later he sold out and went to South Norwalk, where

he established an oyster business for the firm of Thomiisun & Cole. Keturning to New
York, he became manager of A. Bootli & Company and continued in that position for four

years, during wliich period he shipped in one week six thousand gallons or one million

five hundred thousand oysters, which is the largest shipment of the bivalvi-s ever liandlcd

in one week. (Jn leaving Booth &. Coiupany lie returned to South Xoi walk, where he bi'canic

manager for the Standard Oyster Comjiany, and in liilO he entered into his present busi-

ness relation as the secretary and manager of the Li'wis Clyster I'ompany at Bridgeport.

This firm is doing a good business in the raising of seed oysters. Iiandling none for the

market, and Mr. Ferguson's long experience with every phase of the trade well qualities

hiin for the resjjonsibilities and duties that now devolve upon him.

Ill 1.S70 .Mr. Ferguson was married to Miss Kate T. Nevius, who was born at Xoith

Brancli. New .Jersey, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Garrett Nevius, who were also natives of

that place. Jn lUlO he was called ujion to mourn the loss of his wife, who passed away in

September of that year, and their only ihild. Charles Herbert, died at the age of thirty-

four years. Mr. Ferguson was a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen in New-

Jersey. He concentrates his time and attention, however, almost entirely upon his business

affairs and jiractically throughout his entire life has given his attention to the ovstcr

business in relation, to propagaticm, planting or sale, and there is no feature of the trade

with which he is not thoroughly familiar, his long experience and study enablimr liin, to

speak with authority.

JOHN A. HUKLEY.

in Bridgeport but is largely living retired. He has. however, at dill'erent periods been con-

nected with extensive and important manufacturing and industrial interests which have

contributed to the upbuilding and progress of the city. He was bom in New Haven. Con-

necticut, in 1854, a son of William Hurley, who came to America from Ireland in 1S4S.

The father located at New Haven, where he engaged in the carriage business until TS9U.
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He then removed to Brid^epoi t, where he lived retired until his deatli. whith occvirred

in lyO"), when he was sevi'ntj-three years of age.

In the attainment of his edia-ation .John A. Hurley attended the paroehial, grammar

and liigh schools of iS'ew Haven and in 1S72 entered the employ of Kdward Malley, with

whom he renuuned for seven years. On January 1, 1879, he removed to Bridgeport and took

the position of bookkeeper with JIcMahon & Wren, becoming a partner in the business in

1885 and so eontinning until 1888. In the latter year he removed to Meriden to become

manager of tlie Jleriden Brewing Company, wiiich later was merged into the Connecticut

Breweries Company, and since 1890 Mr. Hurley has been one of the directors of the latter.

He continued a resident of Meriden from 1888 vmtil 1904, when he returned to Bridgeport.

l'"or fourteen years he was actively connected with manufacturing interests. In 1903 lie built

a factory and renioveil his plant from Southington, where it had been established, to Bridge-

port. His interests were conducted under the name of the Hurwood Manufacturing Com-

pany, nninufacturers of hardware, lanterns, food choppers, etc. They were also the originators

and patentees of the Hurwood screw driver. L'ntil 1905 the liusiness was continued under

the name of the Hurwood JIanufactiuing Company, with Mr. Hurley as jiresident and

treasurer, and in 1908 a reorganization was effected under tlie name of John A. Hurley,

Incorjiorated. Following the incor]ioration the business of manufacturing food choppers and

lanterns was continued until 1912, when the latter line was discontiiuied. and in 1913 Mr.

Hurley disposed of the chopper numufacturing interests. He tlien renteil the factory and

retired from the business. He was one of three men to build a railroad from Meriden to

Southington and Lake Compounce, an electric road fifteen miles in length. l)f tliis he was

the secretary and treasurer from 1898 until 1902, when it was sold to the Connecticut Rail-

way & Lighting Company. He is now I'oncentrating liis efforts upon real estate and insurance

and has negotiated a number of important property transfers and still holds considerable

valuable realty.

In New Haven, in 1877, Mr. Hurley was married to Miss Margaret A. Byrne, repre-

sentative of an old family there, and they have become parents of seven children, of whom

three are living: Grace L., the wife of Thomas F. Walsh; Margretta M., a teacher of

mathematics in the high school of Bridgeport; and John A., who is manager of the bottling

department of the Connecticut Breweries Company at Bridgeport. The religious faith of the

family is that of the Catholic church and Mr. Hurley also has membership with the Knights

of Columbus. He is likewise a member of the Algonquin Club and the Meriden Lodge

of I'.lks. In business he has displayed close application and unremitting energy and has

won substantial success.

GEORGE FREDERICK BEARDSLEE.

(Jeorge Frederii-k Beardslee, assistant fire chief of Bridgeport, his native city, has

been connected with the department since April 1, 1892, and through intermediate posi-

tions has worked his way upward to the place that he is now aceejitably filling. He was

born May 11, 1871, a son of Kredi'rick 1'. and Frances (\'anstone) Heardslee and a grand-

son of Frederick Beardslee, who was descended from another Frederick Beardslee, who

became the progenitor of the family in the new world, emigrating from England in the

early [)art of the eighteenth century and settling at Stratford, Connecticut. The father,

a native of Bridgeport, was born February 15, 181S, aiul was a harness maker by trade

and at the age of fourteen became a volunteer fireman of this city. He later entered the

regular paid fire department upon its organization and held every ollice in connection

therewith up to and imduding that of chief. After serving for fifteen years as assistant

chief he was made chief in 18S9 and so coiitiMMed until 1899. wlien he rerired, his death
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Ofcurriiig on Xnvi'iiibi'i- 29, lilOO. His wife was born Aiifjust 20, 1848, in Di'Vonsliire, Eng-

land, of wliicli sliire Iut jiarents, John and Fianci-s (Chope) Vanstono, were also natives.

Tliey became residents of London, Ontario. Canada, in 18.56, wlien Mrs. Beardsleu was

eight vears of age. A year later llie family lioine was established in Bridgeport, where

she now resides. On the 21st of dune, 1869, she became the wife of Frederick I'. Beards-

lee and to them were horn four children, George Frederick, Walter Franklin, Clarence Jay

and Florence Jessie, the last named the wife of Kobert Brooks of Toledo, Ohio. All the

sons are residents of Bridgeport.

In the city schools Oeorge F. Beardslee obtained his education and after working with

his father at the harness business for a time became connected with the tire department,

as previously stated, on the 1st of April, 181)2, in the position of driver. He had previ-

ously been a call man with the department and on tlie 1st of May, 1896, he was advanced

to the position of captain. On the 1st of August, lyLJ. he was appointed first assistant

chief of the department and in liis present connection and in his former service he has

contributed in marked measure to the development and elliciency of the department. He

has a natural liking for the work. His first assignment was to a truck company and he

is recognized as an expert on ladder work.

On the 2nd of February, 1893, at Boston, Massachusetts, Mr. Beardslee was married

to Miss Annie F. Worton. of that eit\-, where she was born and resided until her marriage.

She died in Bridgeport, March 19, 1913, leaving a son, Frederick Worton, born July 30,

1897. On the 11th of June, 1914, Mr. Beardslee wedded Alice Lyon Fitch, formerly of

Darien. Connecticut.

In religious faith Mr, Beardslee is a Congregationalist and in politics he maintains

an independent course. The name of Beardslee has been identified with fire service in

Bridgeport from an early period in the development of its volunteer department and

throughout the entire existence of the paid department and splendid work has been done

by father and son. (jeorge F. Beardslee holds membership with the Connecticut State Fire-

mens Association, has been county vice president, then state vice president and later, in

1905, was honored with election to the presidenc}' for a two years' term, making a splen-

tlid record in tliat connection.

WILLIAM JAMES A. O'HARA, M. U.

Dr. William James A. O'Hara was born in Hartford, Connecticut, October 8, 1863, and

since 1S95 lias continuously followed his profession in Bridgeport. His father, Francis Henry

D'Hara. was a mechanic and gun maker who died when his son William was a little lad

of but twelve j-ears. The father was born in County Louth. Ireland, and when nineteen

years of age was married there to Anna Conlin, seventeen years of age. Shortly afterward

they sailed for the United States and first settled at Holyoke, Massachusetts, where Mr.

O'Hara learned his trade—that of a machinist. Subsequently the parents removed to Hart-

ford. Connecticut, where he took up his abode in 1848. He died in the year 1875, while his

widow survived for more than a third of a century, passing away in the home of her son

William in 1909. He was the eighth in her family of twelve children, eight sons and four

daughters, of which number four of the sons survive and make their home in Bridgeport.

The brothers of Dr. O'Hara are: Francis Henry, a retired tool and gun maker; Thomas

Joseph, who is foreman in the tool making department of the Remington Arms Company;

and George, who is also foreman of one of the departments with the Remington Arms

Company.

Dr. O'Hara was graduated from the Christian Brothers Academy of Hartford in 1881

and later entered the Xiagara University of Niagara, New York, where lie pursued a classical

Veil, 11—20
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course covering four years. He next entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons of

Baltimore. Maryland, and won his professional degree in 1893. For a year thereafter he was

assistant to the late Dr. Horace S. Fuller, of Hartford, and in 1805 he removed to Bridge-

port, where he has since been actively and successfully engaged in jjrofessional work, giving

particular attention to surgery. For live years after coming to Bridgeport he was a member

of the faculty of the ^icw York Post Graduate School and was associated during that period

with Dr. Kobcrt T. Morris, a distinguished surgeon of New York city. He has done post

graduate work in operative surgery in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Baltimore

and also in France, Switzerland, Austria, Germany, England and Ireland. He has likewise

studied the methods of Dr. John B. Murphy of Chicago in a post graduate course, and of the

Mayo Brothers of Rochester, Minnesota. While he continues the general practice of medicine

to some e.\tent, his time and eflorts are being more and more largely devoted to surgical

work and he is now on the surgical staff of St. Vincent's Hospital. He belongs to tlie

Bridgeport, Fairfield County, Connecticut State and American Medical Associations, also the

tierman National Surgical Society, and of the first named is now vice president.

On the 31st of January, 18U5, Dr. O'Hara was married to Catherine A. Colgan, a native

of Bridgeport and a daughter of Dennis Colgan. In religious faith they are connected

with the Roman Catholic church and Dr. 0"Hara belongs to the Knights of Columbus and to

the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. He was formerly a member of the board of

charities of Bridgeport and he is interested in many projects having to do with the public

welfare. Moreover, he is fond of golf, motoring, fishing and hunting and along those lines

finds needed rest and recreation from onerous professional duties.

LOUIS E. RICHARDS.

Louis E. Richards, one of Bridgeport's most prominent citizens of Italian birth, is a

well known undertaker, conducting business at No. 46 Elm street, and he has won for

himself a position of high standing both as a business man and citizen. He was born July

21, 1868, in the sunny land of Italy, where he was reared to the age of about thirteen years,

during which period he attended school between the ages of six and eleven years. He Vas

but a boy in his teens when in, 1881 he came to America, where he was first employed as

water boy on the Erie Railroad at Paterson, New Jersey. Later years found him in more

remunerative jiositions and ultimately with his savings he was able to enter business on

his own account. At one time he conducted a shoe shining parlor in Bridgeport and in 1887

was made the official court interpreter in New Haven. In 1893 he entered the employ of

the Canfield Rubber Company of Bridgeport and subsequently was appointed timekeeper

for the Bridgeport Board of Public Works, which position he capably filled for three years.

He afterward acted in a similar capacity for the city trolley lines for two years and next

was appointed deputy sheriff, which position he filled for some time. Mr. Richards had

rapidly familiarized himself witli American customs and business methods so that he was

as competent to fill important i)ositions as most American-born men and proved both capable

and efficient in tlic various cai)acities in which he had served. In taking up the undertaking

business he further demonstrated his adaptability and his success is just what might have

been expected of him had he turned his attention in other directions. In a word, he accom-

plishes what he undertakes. He lias ever realized that success is not to be won in a day

or without effort and each day with him has marked off a full faithed attempt to grow more

and to know more. His enterjirise and caiiabilities therefore have brought him to a creditable

position in the business circles of his adoi)ted city.

In New Haven, in 1891, Mr. Richards was married to Miss Louise Smith and to tliem

have been born five children, Louisa, Rosina, Margarita, Celesta and Louis, Jr. The family
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iirc iin'iiilji'is of tlic Hdly lUisaiy Catlmlic tliiuili and Mr. Kiihaiils hi'luii^s to all the leading

Italian clubs of tlio city. In ISyS, through his instrumentality, a bill was introduced and

passed by the Connecticut legislature doing away with the unsanitary shanty housing of

laborers in Connecticut and providing proper living quarters for thcni as well as giving

those jiersons liberty to purchase merchandise wherever they pleased and not being reslrict(Ml,

as formerly, to company stores. This legislation lias proven of great benetit to Italian

laboring jieople. Mr. Kichards was president of the committee responsible for the great

success of the big Columbus Day celebration in lUOS at Bridgeport. On this occasion the

Italian government sent its cruiser Ettore Fieramosca in honor of the day, while the I'nited

States battleship New Hampshire was sent by the government, and for the first time in the

nation's history the Marines of both the United States and Italy marched side by side. The

first agitation for making Columbus Day a holiday in Connecticut was started by .Mr.

Richards, who personally appeared before the Connecticut legislature in s\ipport of such a

measure, which was finally passed, and Connecticut was the first state in tlu' L'nion to .^o

designate the 12th of October.

Mr. Kichards was the first Italian in tlie United States to start an English paper when

in ilay, lyiO, he began publication of the Sunday Sun in Bridge|)ort. At tliis time a con-

temporary paper spoke ot Mr. Kichards' paper as giving to Bridgeport "a Sunday paper

that can be read." While this newspaper project was not a financial success and cost Mr.

Richards a small fortune, it displayed the spirit of doing things that has always been

characteristic of the man. At the inauguration of President Koosevelt in 1905 Mr. Kichards

was made a colonel of the ceremonies and his commission was signed by Theodore Kuo^evelt.

Mr. Kichards' acquaintance throughout Bridgeport is extensive by reason of the many

positions of a semi-public character which he has filled, among them being that of manager

of the charity bazaar. His political support is given to the principles and candidates of the

republican party. He is indeed a self-made man, having been both the architect and the

builder of his own fortunes. Progress is a cumulative process and it is a recognized fact

that where there has been no progress there has been no etl'ort. Mr. Richards has put

forth every possible eflort toward winning advancement and steadily has progressed until

his wortli in business circles is now widely acknowledged.

CHARLES SCHKOEDER.

Charles Schroeder, as vice president of the W. P. Kirk Company is an important factor

in industrial circles of Bridgeport and is rated among the able and successful men of

the city. He was born in Germany, February 22, 1870, of the marriage of Frederick and

Mary Schroeder. He received his education in his native land and under his lather

learned the plumber's and sheet metal worker's trades. In 1887, when seventeen years old,

he emigrated to America and for about three years lived in New York city, where he did

journeyman work. At the end of that time he came to Bridgeport and worked for the

Drouve Company here until 1893, when he went to Brooklyn, where he followed his trades

until 1898. In that year he returned to Bridgeport and again entered the employ of the

Drouvg Company, with which he continued until the incorporation of the W. P. Kirk Com-

pany. He has since been vice president of that concern, in charge of all sheet metal work.

They have a large and representative trade as plumbing and heating contractors and have

done work in their lines for the Huntington Road, the Newfield Avenue, the Ashland

Avenue and Black Rock schools, two schools on Boston avenue, the Union Metallic Cartridge

factory of the Remington Arms Company, the store building occupied by the D. M. Read

Company, the Bridgeport Almshouse, the Bridgeport Hosjjital, St. Vincents Hospital, the

plants of the Locomobile Company, the Bridgeport City Hall and the Ashcroft Company
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and amoiif; others the lollowiiijj out of town contracts: the Fiat Automobile Company at

I'ouulilvcepsie. New York; the I'rovidence Retreat at Buffalo, New York; and the Simplex

factory at New Brunswick. New Jersey; the Bradford Dyeing Company at Bradford, Rhode

Island; the Ross Ritle factory, Quebec, Canada; City Hall at Stamford, Connecticut; City

Hall at (jrecnwicli, Connecticut; the Slates residence at Westport, Connecticut; the Lapham

residence at New Canaan, Connecticut; and the Scovill mansion in the Berkshires. They

have also tilled a great many smaller contracts and the name of the company is recognized

as standing for the faithful fulfillment of all obligations and the greatest possible eflicienc}'.

Mr. Scliroeder was married while living in Brooklyn to Miss Elizabeth Rensch, of that

city, and they have become the parents of five children, namely: Elsa, twenty-three years

old, who was educated in the Bridgeport schools and is now at home; Irene, nineteen years

old, and Frederick, eighteen years old, both of whom were educated in the local schools and

arc at home; \Villiam, sixteen years old, who has likewise completed his education and is

now in the employ of the Wolverine Motor Company at Bridgeport; and Carl, six years

old, who is attending kindergarten.

Jlr. Schroeder is not bound by political allegiance to any party, selecting man rather than

political party, but has confineii his public activity to the exercise of his right of franchise.

He belongs to the German Singing Society, possessing in large measure the deep love of

music characteristic of his race, and fraternally he is identified with the Independent Order

of Odd Fellows. He is a communicant of the Lutheran church and in the teachings of that

denomination are found the principles which govern his life. He has worked his way up

unaided from a journeyman plumber and sheet metal worker to the vice presidency of a

large corporation and is therefore entitled to that American term of honor, a self-made man.

FRANK CHARLES BUCHMILLER, JI. D.

It was not the original intention of Frank Charles Buchmiller to become a physician,

but time has proven that the change in his plans was wisely made, for he is now a success-

ful practitioner of Bridgeport, although one of the younger representatives of the pro-

fession in this city. He practices both medicine and surgery and is physician in charge

of the Jlanufacturcrs Liability Insurance Hospital of Bridgeport.

He w:is born in Cologne. (Jermany, .July 16, 1888, a son of Adolph and .Julia (Schmidt)

Buclimillcr. the latter now deceased. In the year 1892 the parents came to the new world

with tlieir family and first settled at Seymour, Connecticut. They afterward removed to

Naugatuck, where Dr. Huclimillcr spent the greater part of his boyhood. He became a

pui)il in the public schools but at tlie age of fourteen years put aside his textbooks to

become a wage earner. .At tliat time he had finished his freshman year in the high school.

He had three brothels and four sisters and it was necessary that he aid in the support of

the family. For four years after leaving school he was emploj'ed in a rubber factory at

Naugatuck imd then, realizing tlie value of further education, he sjient one year in

\'illano\:i Colli'gi' near I'liiladidphia, where he pursued special subjects preparatory to

taking up a course in electrical engineering. He devoted a year to that line in the Uni-

versity of ^'ermont and then cliang<'d to the medical department of the same school, in

which lu' spent five years, being graduateil in .lune, 1914, witli the M. D. degree. It was
his purpose then to go abroail ami cnntinue his studies, but the (mtbreak of the war

caused him to change his plans and he came to Bridgeport, where for two years he was

connecteil with the Bridgei)ort Hospital. He then entered upon the private practice of

nu'diciiu' at No. 529 East .Main street on the 10th of August, 1916, and on the lOtJi of

Novi'inber following he removed to his present location at No. 1119 Stratford avenue. His

practice is steadily growing and has already become a lucrative one. He is called upon
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tor [jrofussional sciviuu in many ol tlio best Ikiiiu's (if tlu' city, wliili' alHo acting as pliysi-

ciaii in cliargc of tlie iMaiiufactuieis l^iabiiity Insiiraiice Hospital.

Dr. limliiniller is of the Koniaii Catholic faitli and lie holds nu'nibcrsliiij with the

Foresters and also with the Klks. While at the I'niversity of Vcrniunt he bicanie a

member of the fraternities, Delta Siynia and Alpha Kajipa Kappa, and also took a jironii-

nent part in athletics. Ue was for four years a member of the varsity football team

and was captain in the season of l'Jl:2. He was also a member of the varsity base ball

team, jilaying the position of catcher. He deserves much credit for what he has accom-

plished. Thrown upon his own resources at an early age, he has since been dependent upon

his effort for advancement, and individual merit and ability have brought him to the cred-

itable position which he now occupies.

CARL W. CARLSON.

Carl W. Carlson is the senior partner in the iihimbing tirm of Carlson & Benson. He was

born in Sweden, December 2, 1S77, a S(jn of C. ). and Christina (Adams) Carlson, the former

a machinist by trade. The son acipiired a public scliool education and in IH'.H't came to Bridge-

port, where he was employed by others until l-ebruary, I'JUO, when he established business

on his own account at No. 554 Kast Jlain street, theri' remaining for four years or until

1910, when he removed to his present location at No. :iiy Ann street. The firm conducts

a general plumbing, tinning and heating business, the partners being C. W. Carlson and C.

A. Benson. They employ from tifteen to twenty-tive people and their patronage has steadily

increased. They have had the plumbing contracts for the Lacey Blackuian residence, the

residence of Henry Bishop and the Charles D. Davis residence at Brooklawn, and the

plumbing and heating contracts for some of the leading stores and factories of the city.

They carry a full line of plumbing, tinning and licuiting goods and have the agency for the

Glenwood hot air furnaces.

Mr. Carlson was married in lyOO to Miss Anne Ijinijuist, who was born in Sweden

and came to Bridgeport in ISUT. They have one child. Marguerite. Jlr. Carlson belongs to

tho Indejiendent Order of Odd Fellows and his life is guided in its various relations by

the teachings of the First Swedish Baptist church, in which he holds membership. In

politics he maintains an independent course, voting for men and measures rather than party.

f:dwin b. weldon, m. d.

Dr. l-^dwin B. Widdon. a physician and surgeon at No. 327 Broad street in Bridge-

port, was born witliin a stone's throw of his present oHice, his birthplace being at No. o05

Broad street, while his natal day was December 31. IS'.IU. He is thus one of the younger

representatives of the medical profession but already has attained a position which many

an older practitioner might well envy. He is a son of ICdward Weldon, formerly a business

man of this city but now retired. F'or more than thirty years he conducted a grocery store

here and was ]irominently known in commercial circles. His birth occurred in Bridgeport in

1856 and he belongs to the well known Fifty-Six Club, all of vv'hose members were born in

1856. His father came from Ireland and took up his abode in Bridgeport, after which he

followed the occupation of farming. On the maternal side Dr. Weldon is also of Irish

lineage. His mother. Ann Callahan, was born in New Brunswick. New .lersey. in \S(y.i and

is a daughter of Bernard Callahan, who came from the Emerald isle and engaged in hnsi

ness as a merchant tailor and haberdasher of New Brunswick. By her nlarriage Mrs.
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Weldon became the mother of live children, of whom the Doctor is the eldest. His three

brotliers and sister arc: Jane \'., now a teacher of Fairfield; Vincent J.; Russell H. ; and

Leo Richard.

Dr. Weldon has been a lifelong resident of Bridge]iort, his present home being just

opposite tlie house in whicli he was born. He was graduated from the University School

with the class of I'JO!) and in 1913 he won his M. D. degree upon graduation from the

College of j'hysicians and Surgeons at Baltimore, Maryland, where he had studied for four

years. He was afterward interne for a year in St. Michael's Hospital at Newark, New
Jersey, after which he began practice in Bridgeport on the 1st of July, 1914. In the inter-

vening period, covering but three years, he has built up a good practice which is constantly

growing aiul is most gratifying. He is also serving on the medical stall of St. Vincent's

Hospital and for two years he was night ambulance surgeon for the board of charities but

resigned that position in August, 1916.

(In the ITth of June, 1910, Dr. Weldon was married to Miss Helen L. Abberton, of

Bridgeport, the only daughter of James G. and Mina (Koehler) Abberton, the former assistant

superintendent of the Crane Company of Bridgeport. Dr. and Mrs. Weldon are communicants

of the Sacred Heart Roman Catholic church and he belongs also to the Knights of Columbus, the

Modern Woodmen of America, the Order of Owls and Court Peijuoiinock, Order of Foresters.

He is fond of golf and football, which indicates the nature of his recreation. Professionally

he has membership with the Fairfield County, the Connecticut State and the American

Medical Associations and thus keeps abreast with the trend of modern professional thought

and activity.

CHARLES A. BENSON.

Charles A. Benson, junior partner in the firm of Carlson & Benson, conducting a plumb-

ing, tinning and heating establishment at Bridgeport, is one of the substantial citizens

that Sweden has furnished to Bridgeport. He was born in that country in 1874 and was

a youth of fourteen years when his parents removed with their family to the United States,

settling first in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He learned the plumber's trade in Bost(urand in

1906 removed to Bridgeport, since which time he has been identified with its industrial

interests. Here he opened a plumbing business in connection with Charles Linquist, who

later sold his interest in the business to C. W. Carlson, thus forming tlie present firm of

Carlson & Benson.

Mr. Benson was united in marriage to Miss Frida Selma Lovisa Poulson and has one

daughter. Mabel. His political endorsement is given to the republican party but he never

seeks nor desires office as a reward for party fealty. Fraternally he is connected with the

Elks, the Foresters and the Odd Fellows and he belongs also to the Singing Society of

Norden, which indicates something of the nature of his recreation and his tastes outside of

business.

WILLIAM JOSEPH DOUGHERTY.

The success of the W. P. Kirk Company, plumbing and heating contractors of Bridge-

port, is due in no small measure to its secretary, William Joseph Dougherty, who has charge

of all construction work. He was born in Bridgeport, March 13, 1876, of the marriage of

William H. and Johanna Dougherty, both of whom were for many years residents of Bridge-

jjort but arc now deceased.
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William J. DoiiglnTty ifceivuii his ciUK-atioii in tlio [mljlic and liii^li schools of this

city and on going to work was lirst employed by Uatheway lirothers, with whom he

remained for a year. He was next for three years in the employ of Jolm Kearns and during

that time became a journeyman plumber. He followed his trade here for a time, but in

isyo w-cnt west and spent some time at Butte and Anaconda, Montana, and at Denver
and Cripple Creek, Colorado, hunting and prospecting with W. iV Kirk, president of the

W. r. Kirk Comjiany. While in Colorado, Mr. Dougherty met with quite a serious accident

and returned to Bridgeport. After recovering lie again worked at his trade and was con-

nected with a number of dill'ercnt businesses, including that conducted by Mr. Kirk, in whose
employ lie remained for a year and a half. \\ hen the W. P. Kirk Company was incorporated,

Mr. Dougherty became secretary, which otlice lie has since tilled. He has charge of the con-

struction end of the business and has proved an excellent man for the place. The e.xtent

of the business of the company is indicated by the important contracts which they have
lillr.l. including work on the Huntington Road, the Newlield Avenue, the W'aterville Street,

the Ashland Avenue and Black Rock schools, two schools on Boston avenue, the Union
Metallic Cartridge factory of the Remington Arms Company, the store building occupied

by the D. M. Read Company, the Bridgeport Almshouse, the Bridgeport Hospital, St. Vin-

cent's Hospital, the plants of the Locomobile Company and the Ashcroft Company and the

following out of town contracts; the Fiat Automobile Company at Poughkeepsie, New
York; the Providence Retreat at Bulfalo, New York; the Simplex factory at New Bruns-

wick, New Jersey; the Ross Ritle factory, Quebec, Canada; City Hall at Stamford, Con-

necticut; City Hall at Greenwich, Connecticut; City Hall at Bridgeport, Connecticut; the

Slates residence at Westport, Connecticut; the Lapham residence at New Canaan, Connecticut;

the Scoville mansion in the Berkshires.

Mr. Dougherty was married April 17, 1907, to Miss Katherine Mary Farrell, who was
born in New- York city and came to Bridgeport when a child. She is a daughter of Edward
and Elizabeth (Gates) Farrell. Mr. and Mrs. Dougherty have two children, Elizabeth Agnes

and William .Joseph. Mr. Dougherty is a communicant of the St. Augustine Roman Catholic

church and fraternally he is connected with the Order of Foresters, while in club circles

he is known as a member of tlie Bridgeport Club and was one of the founders and a charter

member of the Plumbers' Union in Bridgeport. His success is but the natural result of his

thorough technical knowledge, his enterprise, personal force and executive ability.

EDGAR D. CHITTENDEN.

Edgar D. Chittenden, with comprehensive knowledge of agriculture and of chemistry to

serve as the foundation for his present success, is now extensively engaged in the manufacture

of fertilizers as president of the E. D. Chittenden Company of Bridgeport. He was born in

Massachusetts in 1859, a son of Luther 0. and Maria E. (Davis) Chittenden, the former a

farmer by occupation. Reared on the homestead farm, Edgar D. Chittenden early gainea

practical experience concerning the work of the Melds, while at the same time he was mastering

those branches of learning taught in the public schools of the neighborhood. He afterward

attended the Massachusetts Agricultural College and took a special course in clipinistry, while

later he worked in the chemical department of the college for seven years. He made a

specialty of the study of fertilizers and became expert in that field for the state. For some

time he was associated with Dr. C. A. Goessmann, one of the world's greatest chemists and

one of the founders and originators of the agricultural experiment stations. Mr. Chittenden

worked with Dr. Goessmann in his private laboratory and had the benefit of close connection

with that eminent scientist.

In the fall of 1881 he began the manufacture of fertilizers on his own account, removing
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to Bridgeport, where he established his business. In 1883 he organized the National Fertilizer

Company, of which he became the president and thus carried on business successfully for

more than two decades but sold his interest in 1904. He resigned from the company in 11)0!)

to organize the E. D. Chittenden Company, which was formed in 1910. The business was
iiicor|)()rate(I with K. 1). Chittenden as tlie president and H. F. Stratton as secretary and

treasurer. They manufacture a general line of fertilizers for various crops and their jiroduct

is sold over New England and New York. They keep five salesmen upon the ru:id and tlieir

business is constantly increasing.

In October, lyofi. Sir. Chittenden was united in marriage to Miss Belle C. Stone, of

Bridgeport. I'raternally he is connected with the Masons and has passed up through both

routes, becoming a Knight Templar and Consistory Mason and a mcml)cr of the Mystic

Shrine. He belongs to the Algonquin Club but in politics maintains an independent course,

regarding the capability of the candidate rather than his party aliiliations. While he is

public-spirited and loyal in matters of citizenship, lie has ever preferred that his undivided

attention should be given to business rather than to ])o!itics and his broad study along the

line to which he has devoted his life has made him an expert in his held.

GEORGE STAPLETON.

For sixty-four years a resident of Bridgeport, George Stapleton, who is now living

retired, having turned the management of his large trucking business over to his son-in-law,

remembers well the time when the present city of one hundred and fifty thousand was

only a good sized town with a population of ten thousand. He was born in Castletown-

roche. County Limerick, Ireland, in 1836, and was early left an orphan, his parents, George

and Bridget Stapleton. both dying during his infancy. He is the youngest of a family

of eleven children, the others being: John, who died at the age of eighty-five years;

Catharine, who died in infancy; Dennis, who died at the age of eighty-three years; William,

who died in infancy; Mary, who died at the age of eighty-three years; Margaret, who died

at the age of seventy-five years; Bridget, who died at the age of eighty-two years: Walter,

who passed away when eighty years old; James, deceased; and William, the second of

the name, also deceased. It is evident from the above record that the family is charac-

terized by longevity.

George Stapleton for five years attended a school in which the pupils paid a certain

sum for the instruction received, and so thorough were its methods of instruction that ia

those five years he was well grounded in the fundamental branches of learning. W'hen

fifteen years old he left Ireland and came to the I'nited .States and in lS.'>;f became a resi-

dent of Hridgc]i(irt. At that time the population was almost entirely native born, th&

only residents of foreign birth being one hundred and five Irish families, nineteen German

and seven Hebrew families. For two years he resided in Black Rock, which was then a

suburb, and the small city of ten thousand jiopulation gave little promise of developing into

the present important manufacturing town with a population of one hundreil and fifty

thousand. In "[Hh'.i be began teaming and for sixty-one years was engaged in that business

in Bridgejiort. his interests increasing in importance as the city grew in size. For the past

two years he has lived practically retired and has left the management of his business

to his son-in-law. Thomas Henry Devitt. Ten or twelve men are employed and twelve

horses are used in conducting the business, W'hich is one of the largest of the kind in tlie

city. Among "the large contracts which Mr. Stapleton filled was that for hauling all of

the material used in the construction of the famous Barnum villa, Iranistan, At that

time Mr. Barnum controlled all of the bridges in the city and collected toll from those

passing over tlicin. Mr. Stapleton's first residence was located on ll:ill street, which \\as.
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tlicii known as Stapletou strcut. aiul al"t<T st-llinj.' tliat pioix-rt y he liuill on tlic oppositi:

ciJrnor of (he same street and lor ci^litirn years resideil in that lioiisc. H,- tlun Imilt

liis present, place at Xo. 7-13 Wasliinfilon avenne. wliicli lias reinaincil liis home for twenty-
eifrlit years, lie also owns a large iloul)le liouse ailjoinin^ his residence, and valuable

I>ro|)erty at the corner of East \\ashin;;toii and ,\lain streets which has been in his [los-

session for thirty-five years.

.Mr. Stapleton was married in Hridfjeiiort on the 2mh of February, ist;2, to Jliss

liridget O'Xeil, who passed away on the i:Uh of May, I'.IIC). To them were born eleven

children, of whom ten are deceased, namely, Margaret A., .lohn K., (ieorpe A., Sarah (I.,

William. Catharine, William K., Mary 1... Anna M., Walter and Loretta. The .>nly siir

viviiii; child, Jlary Louise, was married on the 7tli of October, l'.IO:i, to Thomas Devitt,

by whom she has two children. :Mary .Margaret and Dorothy Anna, who are in school.

Jlr. and ilrs. Devitt were schoolmates from the time they entered the first grade until
their graduation from high school ami can scarcely remember the time when their inter-

ests were not the same. Mr. Devitt is now managing th.' (.aming business owned bv his

father-in-law, Jlr. Stapleton, and has proven himself a man of sound judgment and
initiative. He belongs to the St. Augustine Roman fatliolic church, is a member of the
Knights of Columbus and of the Elks.

Mr. Stapleton is a communicant of the St. Augustine Roman Catliolic cliurdi and ifi

his political belief is a stanch democrat. Although he has at all times taken a keen inter-

est in public affairs, he has never held ofiic.^ witli the e-xcejition of serving for one term as
a member of the board of education. Although he is eighty-one years of age he still

enjoys excellent health, whic'h he attributes in large measure to his temperate habits.

Throughout his entire life his.- power of self-control is manifested in all that he has done
and has been an important element in his success. In 1,S94 he took an extended tour
through Europe, remaining for some time in France, Englaiul, Scotland, Wales and Ireland.

Tlu>re are few if any residents of Bridgeport wlio have been actively identified with its

business interests for a longer period than Mr. Stapleton and the extent of his acquaint-
ance in the city is almost uueipialed. Moreover, all who have been brought in contact with
him hold him in llie highest esteem and his Jiersonal friends are le"ion.

MALRKK .). CREENSTEIN. M. D.

Dr. Maurice .J. Creenstein, an active member of the medical profession in Bridgeport,

witli ofliee at No. 572 Bostwick avenue, was born in New York city, February 22, 18S2. a son

of Bcrnhard and .lulia ((ioodnian) tireenstein. The father was one of the pioneer Hebrew
merchants of Uriilgejiort, to which city he came many years ago, and here hf is still living

at the age of sixty seven years. Both he and his wife were born in .Austria-Hungary but
their marriage was celebrated in \e\v York city, and after many years connection with com-
mercial interests in Bridgeport the father is now living retired, enjoying a rest which he has
truly earned and richly deserves. His wife, however, passed away in lfli:i. In their family

were five children, three sons and two daughters, all residents of Bridgeport, one of tlie sijus

being Henry Greenstein, a well known lawyer of this city.

Dr. Greenstein has resided in Bridgeport from the age of four years and accpiired his earlv

education in the city schools, being graduated from the high school with the class of inoi.

Determining to make the practice of medicine his life work. lu' comideterl a course in the

Jefferson Medical College in 1905 and afterward spent a year :in(l a li;ilf in tlie .Tellcr-on

Medical Hospital of Philadelphia. Since 1906 he has been engaged in active an<l suc-

cessful practice in Bridgeport and for two years he was night surgeon of the Emergency
Hospital. He belongs to the Bridgeport, Fairfield County. Connecticut State and Amerir-an
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iledieal Associations and conslaiit reading and study are ever promoting liis etlicioiiey along

jirofessional lines.

On the ITtli of January. 1U13, Ur. (ireenstein was married to iliss Hattie t^inger, of New
York city, a daughter of ^;ignlund Singer, a prominent merehant on Broadway, lie belongs

to the Park Avenue Temple, also to the B'nai Britli, the Independent Order of B'rith Abraham
and the I'rateriuil Benefit League, and he is physician to four different Hungarian societies.

He deserves much credit for what he has accomplished, for he started out to earn his living

as a newsboy, and imlustry and close application have advanced him from the ranks of the

newsboy to a [iromincnt place among the capable physicans of his city.

HARRY H. SHERWOOD.

Since coming to Bridgeport in 1898 Harry H. Sherwood has been identified with the

hardware trade and is now manager of the retail department for the firm of Lyon & Grum-
man. He was born in Greenfield Hill, Fairfield county, Connecticut, on the 4th of September,

1870, and is a son of William J. and Frances (Burr) Sherwood, also natives of Greenfield

Hill, where they continued to make their home throughout life. The Sherwood family is

one of the oldest in Fairfield county. Our subject's father, who was a farmer by occupa-

tion, died in 1871, leaving his widow with seven small children to care for, but she managed

to kee]) her family together and reared them on the old Sherwood farm at Greenfield Hill.

During his boyhood Harry H. Sherwood attended the Greenfield Hill Academy and

completed his education at Groton Academy in Groton, Massachusetts, after which he

returned to the old homestead and assisted in the labors of the farm until 1898. He then

came to Bridgeport and secured employment with the firm of Lyon & Grumman, hardware

merchants, as a clerk. As he demonstrated his ability lie was promoted and is now serving

as manager of their retail department.

^Ir. Sherwood is an enthusiastic automobilist and finds great pleasure in driving a car.

lie is a member of the Greenfield Hill Congregational cluirch and is a standi republican in

[jolitics, taking a commendable interest in public aflairs.

HON. FREDERIC A. BARTLETT.

Ilun. Frederic A. Bartlett, statesman, journalist, lawyer and jurist, now serving as judge

of the city court of Bridgeport and as a member of the state senate, was born September 11,

1868, in tile city wlicre he yet resides, and pursued liis early education in private schools

while spending his boyhood days in the home of his parents, .John Francis and Angeline Halsted

(Lewis! Bartlett. Determining upon the practice of law as a life work, he entered Yale to

prepare for the bar and was graduated from the law department there w'ith the class of 1888.

Before entering upon law practice he became one of the founders of the Morning Union, a

Bridgeport newspaper, an<l was president of the Union Company, also acting as editor of the

paper until he sold out. He was connected for a number of years with the city court as

clerk and as prosecuting attorney. Soon after he entered practice and in 1915 was appointed

judge of the city court of Bridgeport and was reappointed in 1017.

•Judge Bartlett has long been a recognized leader in political circles, his opinions carrying

weight in the councils of the republican party. In 1907 he served as chairman of the

republican town committee. During the two years previous he had been alderiuaii from the

first district and in 1907 he was elected president of the common council. In 1909 he was

called upon to represent Bridgeport in tlie state legislature and was an active member of the
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jiidU-iary comiiiitti'c, wliilc liis suiJiMJit was stanclily given to many l)ills wliicli were iiitio-

(iuot'd and which he believed would be of genuine public benefit if placed upon the statutes

of the state. With his retirement from the lower house he was called to represent the twenty-
first district in the state senate and again in the session of 1915, when 'he was president pro

tern of the senate. lie was returned in I'.UT and was senate member of the committee on the

judiciary.

The name of Judge Bartlett is not unknown in connection with military interests and
activities. He was commandant of the Third Division of the Naval Battalion of Connecticut

for eight years following the Spanish-American war, after which he retired. He was also

lieutenant commander and naval aiii on the staff of the late Governor Lilley and likewise

was naval aid on the staff of (Jovernor Weeks. He served also as a member of the second

company of Governor's Foot Guards. Masonry claims liim as one of its prominent representa-

tives in Bridgeport. He has advanced to high rank in both routes, having been eminent com-
mander of Hamilton Commandery, No. 5, K. T., while in the consistory he has attained the

thirty-.second degree. He is a Mystic Shriner and is chief of the Arab Patrol of Pyramid
Temple of Bridgeport. He also has membership with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

and the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and is a member of Franklin Bartlett Camp of

the .Sons of Veterans. Patriotic devotion to duty has been his watchword, whether in con-

nection with military or civic affairs, and he has left the impress of his individuality upon the

history of the bar and upon the legislative records of the commonwealth.

CHRISTOPHER RICKARD.

The fact that Christopher Rickard established himself in the trucking business with

but one horse and wagon and now has two hundred horse-drawn wagons and motor trucks

indicates the rapid growth of the business and the ability and energy of the man back of

it. He also has large real estate holdings and ranks among the capitalists of the city.

He was born in County ileath, Ireland, .July 17, 1856, a son of Edmond and Marcella Rickard.

His educational advantages were but meager and in LSfiO, when ten years of age, he removed

to New York city, where he remained for two years, after which he came to Bridgeport.

For three or. four days he worked for Wheeler & Wilson here, but being dissatisfied left and

next entered the employ of Glover Sanford & Sons, hat manufacturers. Three years later, or

about 1871, at which time he was but fifteen years of age, after consultation with Mr. San-

ford. who has always been his firm friend, Mr. Rickard bought a horse and wagon, making

the purchase on fiood Friday. It is a curious fact that all of his investments have been

made and all of his large undertakings have been started on Friday and it has so happened

purely by accident and not by plan. As the years have passed his constantlv growing busi-

ness has compelled him to increase his equipment from time to time and he now utilizes from

one hundred and sixty-five to one hundred and seventy horses and employs one hundred and

twenty-five drivers and stablemen. He also has sixteen motor trucks and two big touring

cars. His success has been built upon the sure foundation of fair dealing and of efficient

service faithfully rendered. He also owns one hundred and fifty thousand dollars' worth of

real estate and has just cause to be proud of his accomplishment, for he came to this country

a poor boy without any special advantages, without friends and without money.

r)n the 2d of .January. 1878, Mr. Rickard was united in marriage to Miss Mary Louise

Murphy, who was born in America, of the marriage of John and Rose Murphy, natives of

Ireland. She has at all times aided her husband greatly through her wise counsel and her

devotion and he attributes a large share of the credit for his success to her. They have

become the parents of nine children, of whom six survive, and all are graduates of the Bridge-

port high school. The family record is as follows: Louise is the wife of Edward Bray, of
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Bridgeport. Eddie is dctcat-ed. Anna is teaching in tlie Bridgepoit scliool. iManella resides

at home and is bookkeeper for her father. Marguerite is teaching in tlie Bridgeport schools.

Christopher, Jr., is living at home and manages a branch office of his father's business.

Loretta is attending scliool. .Tames will enter the I'niversity of I'ennsx Ivania in tlie fall

and Mary Frances died in infancy.

Jlr. Rickard casts an independent hallot. voting not accuniing to the party alhliations of

the candidates but rather according to their qualilications for the offices in (piestion. He is

a communicant of f>t. Peter's Roman Otholie church and has always sought to conform his

conduct to liigh standards of morality. As he says, his home is his club, and he finds the

greatest pleasure in the society of his wife and children. In developing his extensive business

interests he has not only promoted his individual prosperity but has also aided in the material

advancement of his citv.

WILLIAM WELCH.

Among those who have ligured jirominently in connection witli tlie industrial activi-

ties of Bridgeport was William Wclcli, who departed tliis life March 39, 1916, at tlie com-

paratively early age of fifty-two years. A native of Ireland, he wag born in Limerick

but was only six weeks old when taken to New Haven, where he acquired his education,

ilisplaying particular skill and ability along mathematical lines. He came to Bridgeport

from New Haven in 188,S to enter the enijiloy of the American Tube & Stamping Company,

with which he continuously remained until his life's labors were ended. He had started when

but eighteen years of age along that line of activity as an employe in the New Haven rolling

mill, .\fter coming to Bridgeport he steadily worked his way upward and during the last nine

years of his connection with the American Tube & Stamping Comjiany was roller and assistant

superintendent. He built a mill on coming to this city—a small place in which he rolled

the first .Japanese horseshoe nails ever rolled in Bridgejiort, and he also made the first stair

tread niaile here. He possessed much natural mechanical ingenuity, to which he added clear

thought, earnest consideration and sound judgment concerning every phase of the work.

In Xew llavi'ii. in 18S7, Mr. Welcli was united in marriage to Mrs. Mary (MacDonald)

McKinnon. the w iiluw of .Tohn McKinnon. She was then a resident of New- Haven but was

born on I'l iiice Kdwaril Island. They were the parents of four children: Helen M., deceased;

Agnes K.; .lolin W.; and Ethel May. The religious faith of the family is that of the

Catholic church and they are communicants of St. Peter's church. Mr, Welch erected a

residence' at Hridgeport and left his family in comfortable financial circumstances. In his

political views he was a republican and, though not an office seeker, was a public-spirited

man. lie fdiiiid interest and recreation in bowling and billiards and he belonged to the

Elks Club and also to the Algonquin Club, the Bridge]iort Club and the Miamogue Yacht Club.

For two years prior to his demise he was in ill health and on the :J9tli of March, ]91fi, passed

away to the deep regret of his many friends and business aciiuaintances who had come to

know and esteem him higlilv.

WILLIAM E. HOWES.

William K. Howes is the secretary am! treasurer of the Wheeler & Howes Company of

Bridgeport and is thus actively connected with a business which has featured in the commercial

circles of Bridgeport for more than a half century. He was horn .^pril 14, 1881, and is a

son of William T. Howes, one of the fnuiiders of the [iresent cdnipany. \\illi:im T. Howes
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'vas born at Saj; Harbor, Lout; Islaiul, in Isil and was a son ol \\ illiani II. Howes, a sea-

faring man of Long Island. The family removed to Blaek Koek, L'onneetieut, in the earlv

'30s and in 18G() William T. Howes joined .1. .M. Wliceler in tlie eoal business, organizing tlie

firm of Wheeler & Howes, whieli was everitnally ineor|H>rated under the name of the Wheeler

& Howes Company. For some time Mr, Howes served as |)resident thereof, continuing in the

oltiee until his demise, which occurred in Bridgeport in 1914. He was a valued member of

the Seaside Club and a most active and inten'^ted worker in the Young Men's Christian

Association, eontrihuting generously to its support aiul doing all in his power to promote

its growth. He was also one of the foumiers and l)ecame one of the directors of the Boys'

Club. In early manliooil ho weihh'd Ida V. Hinckley, who pa.-sed away about 191):!. In their

family were three children.

The only son, William E. Howes, acquired a public school education and afterward at-

tended the I'ark Avenue Institute. When his textbooks were put aside he entere<l the business

of which his father had been one of the founders and as the years passed thoroughly accpiainted

himself with every phase of activity controlled by the company, and for the past four years

he has been its secretary and treasurer, thus having voice in the management and direction

of an enterprise which has constantly grown and develoi)ed until it is now one of the most

prominent factors in this line of trade in the state.

On the 30th of June, 1913, Mr. Howes was married to Miss Fannie E. Pierce, of Koxbury,

Connecticut. He has always been a resident of Bridgeport and the fact that many of his

warmest friends are those who liave known him from his boyhood days indicates that his has

been a well spent life.

JAMES JI. H. BLACK.

Developing jiowers have made James iL H. Black one of the forceful factors in business

circles in Bridgeport, prominently connected with the coal trade as the president of the

J. A. Black Coal Company, which was incorporated in 1903. He was born in New York city

in 1S50, a son of Peter J. and ilaria (Lawton) Black, natives of New York and of England

respectively. The former was a son of Alexander Black, who was born in .Scotland and was
a representative of an old Scotch family. Crossing the Atlantic, he became one of the

early settlers of Bridgeport, removing to this city after a residence of a year or two in

New Y'ork. He arrived about 1S22 and built up a large shoe business, becoming one of the

prominent early merchants of the city. Peter J. Black was born in New Y'ork in 1820

and in early life went to sea on whaling voyages. He afterward lived in New Y'ork for

several years and was employed at the Hicks shipyards, but in 1834 the family returned to

Bridgeport. He continued to work, however, for a few years longer in New Y'ork, after

which he engaged in the retail meat business in Bridgeport for a brief period, but in 1S62

he turned his attention to the coal trade as a partner in the Thompson Company. He with-

drew from that connection in 1870 to join his son, Joseph A. Black, in the establishment of

the business now conducted under the name of the J. A. Black Coal Company. At one time

he served as a member of the city council and .was deeply interested in the public welfare.

He died in the year 1895, at the age of seventy-five years, while his wile survive! until 1902,

passing away at the age of eighty-three years.

James M. H. Black acquired a public school education in Brulgeport and when his school

training had been completed he was employed in factories for a time. Since 1893 he has

been connected with the coal company of which he is now the head, and he was elected to

the presidency of the company upon its incorporation in 1903. This company had been

organized in 1870 by J. A. Black and his father, the yards being established at No. 5fi3

Knowlton street, where the business is still carried on. The company has its own doc^kaije
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and coal and wood are brouglit by boat. Employment is furnished about twenty people and

they utilize three auto trucks and five wagons for delivery. The founder of the business,

Joseph A. Black, died in 1902 and the jiresent officers are: James M. H. Black, president;

F. h. Black, vice president; and K. N. Black, secretary and treasurer.

Fraternally Mr. Black is connected with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He
possesses many substantial qualities which have won him the high respect of those with

whom he has been associated and his colleagues and contemporaries speak of him in terms

of warm regard.

JOHX DAVIS SLADY.

John Davis Slady, at the head of the Connecticut Auto Tire Company, has been

engaged in that business longer than any other man in Bridgeport, becoming identified

with the auto tire industry in 1904 when the city could boast of only one hundred and sixty

cars. He is a native of Fairfield county, born near Bridgeport, August 2G, 1SS4, and is a

son of William B. and Marie (Hostav) Slady. William B. Slady, when a young man,

settled near Easton, Fairfield county, Connecticut. Altliough he maintained a country home

there his residence was in Bridgeport and here his death occurred.

At the usual age John Davis Slady began his education in the pul)lic schools of Fair-

field county and later attended the high school of Bridgeport. He received private instruc-

tion in mechanical drafting and learned the trade of tool maker and die sinker. In 1904,

when the auto tire business was in its infancy, he studied the manufacture and repairing

of tires and designed and made vulcanizing machinery for his own use. Although only

twenty years of age he began business for himself as the sole owner of the Connecticut

Auto Tire Company at No. 241 Connecticut avenue, and his was the first auto tire vulcaniz-

ing equipment in Fairfield county. At that time he began to rewrap and retread tires,

which had only been done in tire factories before then, but lie had perfected and designed

his own machinery and was able to turn out excellent work. He purchased a building at

360-370 Fairfield avenue and has installed all modern machinery for tire vulcanizing, repair-

ing, etc., and also carries the largest stock of auto tires for sale in Bridgeport. In fact he

is doing the most extensive business of the kind in the state. Mr. Slady is also interested

in the banking business, being one of the organizers and incorporators of the American Bank

li Trust Company, of Bridgeport, of which he is a director.

In politics he is independent but leans toward the republican party. He is a member

of several social organizations, including the Bridgeport Club, the Weatogue Club of Strat-

ford, the Algonquin Club and the Bridgeport Automobile Club and is also connected with

the Connecticut Good Roads Association, in the work of which he has taken a very active

and prominent part, being a strong good road booster. He was the pioneer in his business

in this state, having the wisdom to see the development of the auto tire industry and

from a small beginning has built up a business of extensive proportions, which places him

among the well known manufacturers of the city.

ABTHXIR DENNISON.

Arthur Dennison. who has built up a good business as a real estate and insurance

dealer in Bridgeport, was born in Perryville, Massachusetts, December 7, 1883, and when

four years of age he was brought by his parents, William and Sarah .Jane (Kelley) Dennison,

to Bridgeport, where the family home was established. Ills eduiation was limited to attend-
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aiK-e at tlii' public sdiools, as lie went lo work wluMi vouiij,'. Fcjr six years he served as ail

apprentice with Curtis &. Curtis, there learning the tool making trade, and for about nine

years thereafter worked as a journeyman, .being employed in various plants. Subseciueiitly

he began dealing in real estate at I'ort Trumbull Beach, in Milford, and later took u]! his

residence in Stratford. In 1U13 he first opened an olUce in Bridgeport, being then located

in the Warner building. In 1915 he opened his present ofhce at No. 383, State street,

Bridgeport, and has since been active in the real estate and insurance fields here. He is

personally interested financiall}- in much of the [iroperty he handles and also looks after

renting a great deal of property belonging to others. He is a representative of a number

of reliable insurance companies and his annual business in that connection has reached a

creditable ligure. His wife has an interest in the business and is herself a good real estate

and insurance dealer.

On the eth of July, 1904, Mr. Dennison married Miss Lucy Irene McCarthy, of Bridgeport,

a daughter of Charles and Delia (Dolan) McCarthy. To this union have been born seven

cliildren, of whom two have passed away, George Howard and William, both of whom died

in childhood. The surviving children, Evelyn, Arthur, Jr., Mildred, Harold and Marie, twin to

William, are all attending the Bridgeport schools.

Mr. Dennison is independent in polities and is keenly interested in the various economic

and sociological questions that play so important a part in the complex life of today. He is a

member of the Taxpayers" Improvement Club and can always be depended upon to support

plans which he believes will work for the best interests of his community. He is sachem in

Stratford Lodge, Xo. 49, I. 0. R. M.

FREDERICK B. CURTIS.

Frederick B. Curtis, engaged in the practice of law and also in the real estate business.

was born in Bridgeport, June 8, 1875, a son of Lewis Frederick Curtis, whose birth occurred

at Stratford, Fairfield county, Connecticut, June 1(1, 1S36, his parents l)e!ng Isaac and

Sarah Lucinda (Beers) Curtis. John Curtis, the founder of the family in the new world,

came from England in 1639 and settled in Connecticut. Isaac Curtis engaged in business as

a carpenter and builder. His son Lewis had the advantage of a course of instruction in

Stratford Academj' and at the age of seventeen years he started out in the business world

as a drug clerk in Bridgeport. After several years' experience in that line he became

proprietor of a large drug store in Bridgeport, which he conducted successfully until ill

health caused his removal, at which time he took up his abode in New Milford. Connecticut.

There lie organized and became president of the New Milford Board of Trade and he figured

prominently in business circles of that place as president of the New Milford Electric

Light Comiiany. the Cable Gas Company and the New Milford Pottery Company and was a

trustee of the Mechanics & Farmers Savings Bank of Bridgeport. His interests were thus

manifold and varied and his intelligent direction of his activities brought substantial success.

His political allegiance was given to the republican party. Lewis F. Curtis was married

twice. In 1858 he wedded Mary E. Hamilton, who died in 1869, and in 1871 he was joined

in wedlock to Mary Cornelia Baldwin, by whom he had one son, Frederick Baldwin Curtis.

The mother is still living, but the father passed away April 25, 1912.

Frederick B. Curtis was but a young boy when the family home was removed from

Bridgeport to New Milford, where he attended public and private schools. Entering the

academic department of Yale, he was graduated in 1897 and in 1899 his alma mater con-

ferred upon him the degree of Master of Arts. He prepared for the bar at the New York

Law School, from which he was graduated in 1901, and was admitted to practice in New
York, where he actively followed his profession for three or foui years. He then returned
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to Bridgeport to look after the business and other interests of his father at this point

and he has since controlled important realty investments and to some extent has con-

tinued in the practice of law.

Mr. Curtis was married in Brooklyn, New York, in 1904, to Miss Emma V. V. Keeler.

He is a member of the Brooklawn Country Club and of the University Club, both of

Bridgeport.

CLAUDIUS VIRGIL CALNIX, M. D.

It has been said that the tide of emigration steadily Hows westward, yet New England

numbers among her progressive citizens many who have come to this section from the

middle west. Among the number is Dr. Claudius Virgil Calvin, who was born in Fresno,

Coshocton county, Ohio, December 5, 1885, a son of Dr. Robert A. Calvin, who was also a

physician and was called to his final rest in 1905. His wife, who bore the maiden name of

Lucy L. Hamilton, departed this life in 1909. Dr. Robert A. Calvin was a native of Penn-

sylvania, born in 1847, and he was graduated from the old Wooster Medical College u|f

Cleveland, Ohio, in 1879. He afterward practiced in Pennsylvania and in Ohio until his

life's labors were ended in death. He was married in 1879, and Dr. C. Virgil Calvin is an

only child.

Determining to follow in the professional footsteps of his father. Dr. C. V. Calvin was

graduated from Allegheny College, Meadville, Pennsylvania, with the Bachelor of Science

degree in 1913 and thus laid the foundation upon which to rear the superstructure of pro-

fessional learning. He gained his M. D. degree at Harvard in 1916 and afterward spent

several months in the Boston Dispensary Hospital for Children, thereby gaining valuable

practical experience. On the 1st of January, 1917, he located in Bridgeport and opened an

office. Here he has already gained a good practice in a short time, particularly in treatment

of diseases of children.

On the 15th of July, 1915, Dr. Calvin was married to Miss MoUie Arnett Bassett,

daughter of Francis H. Bassett, of Bridgeport, and they have a daughter, Mary Hamilton,

born August 19, 191G. Dr. Calvin holds membership in the Olivet Congregational church,

liis life being guided according to its teachings. He belongs also to the Delta Tau Delta,

a college fraternity, and is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

HARKY 0. PENFIELD.

Harry <;. Pcniield, secretary and factory manager of the Atlas Shear Company, has

played an important ])art in the building up of the business of that company, which now

extends to all countries in tlic world, lie was liinn in Bridgeport, May 21, 1871, of the

marriage of Samm-l and Kli/.alictli I'cnlield, bulli icpn'scntiitivcs of old American families

and l)<)th natives of this city. Up received liis education in the local schools and wlicn

seventeen years old went to work in the shi|)ping de|)artment of the Watson Iron Works.

After a short time he entered the employ of the Price & Lee Comjjany, where he remained for

a year. For two years ]ir was willi tlie Cornwall-Patterson Company and for four yars

with thi' Hriilgeport Cop]ier ( onipaiiy. lie then went to New Y'ork city, where he remained

for about thirteen ^-ears. during wliirh liriie he was associated with tlie Waite & Bartlett

Manufacturing Company and later with tlie Van Houten & Ten Broeck Manufacturing

Com|)any in the manufacture of .\-ray maeliinery, being superintendent of the former com-

pany's factory. On the i:itli of Maicli. I'.KIC), he was nuule secretary of the ,\tlas Sli"ar
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Company, located at No. 230 Nortli avenue, Bridgeport, and has sinee held that ollice. The

coiieern was estahlished in I'JOO in small quarters near tlie corner of Water and Union

streets. In less than a year the business had grown so that the present plant was erected

and one hundred men are now employed on an average, althougli sometimes as many as

one hundred and twentytive are employed. Tlie company rewards tiie loyalty and ellicieiicy

of its men by a protit-sharing system wliereby five per cent of the net profits are given to

the employes twice a year. Casper Lesko has been in the employ of the company for

seventeen years and James Sedenski and Stephen Hornock have been in its employ for

sixteen years each, while a number of other men have been connected with the company for a

long period. Their product is of a higli (piality and their market is the entire world, there

being no country to wliich their output has not been shipped.

ilr. Penlield married Miss Elsie M. Canfield. a daughter of Frank M. Canfield. Jlr.

Penfield supports the republican party at the polls but has never been otherwise active in

public all'airs, his important business interests requiring his undivided time and attention.

He is a member of the Elks lodge and of the Park City Yaclit Club and also belongs to

thet Congregational cluu-ch. His keen insight into business conditions, his resourcefulness

and his forceful personality have made themselves felt in industrial circles in Bridgeport and

his integrity and uprightness have always been above question.

DAVID .MUNSON TRECAmiX, JI. D.

Dr. David Munson Trecartin, a medical and surgical practitioner of Bridgeport, with

office at Xo. 525 State street and residence in Brooklawn Park, was born in New Bruns-

wick, May 29, 1867. His father, David Trecartin, was born at St. .lolui. New Brunswick,

has devoted his life to merchandising and now lives retired at Wobvirn, Massachusetts, at

the age of eighty years. He married Hannah E. Davis in Hartland, New Brunswick, and

she has now reached the age of seventy-seven years. In the family were two daughters:

Mrs. Marietta Adams, living in Cambridge, Massachusetts; and Mrs. .Jennie Pox, of Woburn.

Dr. Trecartin, however, is the only son. The family comes of English and Dutch ancestry.

His grandmother in the paternal line was Mary Van Wart before her marriage to Munson
Trecartin. Both were natives of New Brunswick, the paternal ancestors living for several

generations in New Brunswick and in Maine. Before leaving England the Trecartins were

residents of West Cornwall. The motlier of Dr. Trecartin was a daughter of William and

Jane (Mallory) Davis, who were born, reared and marrieil in the nortli of Ireland and were

of .Scotch -Irish stock.

Dr. Trecartin was brought by his parents to the United States during his early boy-

hood and was reared in Boston, where he acquired a public school education. In early life

he took up the study of civil engineering, but abandoned that profession in 1890 and began

the study of medicine. His course was pursued at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New
Hampshire, where he won his M. D. degree in 1894, after which he spent six months in the

Boston City Hospital and one year in the Massachusetts State Hospital in Tewksbury.

Since May, 1896, he has been in active practice in Bridgeport, and while he continues in the

general practice, he pays particular attention to surgery, which now claims a large part

of his time and attention. His ability has won him rank with tlie city's leading physicians

and surgeons, and in addition to a large private practice he is serving on the surgical staff

of the Bridgeport Hospital. He is keenly interested in everything that tends to promote

the knowledge and skill of the profession and to this end he holds membership witli the

Bridgeport, the Fairfield County and the Connecticut State Medical Societies and the Amer-

ican Medical Association.

On the 6th of May, 1903, Dr. Trecartin was united in marriage to Miss Florence Pierce,

Vol 11—21
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of Bridgeport, a native of Waterbury and a diui^'liter of the late George K. Pierce, of this

city. They have tlirec children: Florence, born Ai)ril 29, I'JIO; Mary Jane, born August 21,

I'Jll; and David Mnnson. born February 21, 1914.

JJr. and Mrs. Trecartin liold membership in St. John's Episcopal church. Dr. Trecartin

largely turns to golf for recreation and he also enjoys the pleasant companionship that

has conu! to him as a member of the University and the Brooklawn Country Clul)s. He is

an IClk and is a prominent representative of Masonic circles, being a Knight Templar and

a thirty second degree Mason and a Noble of tlie Mystic Shrine. He has served as emi-

nent commander of Hamilton Commandery, No. 5, K. T., of Bridgeport, and as potentate

of Pyramid Temple. A. A. 0. N. M. S. At all times he has been loyal to the teachings of

the craft and his life has been characterized by his devotion to the interests, causes and

activities which he espouses, all of which have been inspired by the spirit of progressiveness.

WENZEL G. STIEGLER.

Wenzel G. Stiegler, deputy sheriff of Fairfield county, residing in Bridgeport, was born

in Austria, .September 26, 1S66, his parents being Wenzel and Anna (Bittermicluieli Stiegler.

The son came to the United States with his parents in 1881 and after spending three weeks

in New York city the family established their home in Bridgeport, where Wenzel Stiegler,

.Sr., engaged in business for many years as a locksmith. He died in 1S98, while his wife

survived until 1902.

Wenzel G. Stiegler of this review has resided continuously in Bridgeport since 1881

and for more than thirty years worked at the machinist's trade, his faitlifulness and loyalty

in tluit connection recommending him for positions of public trust. .In 1915 he was appointed

deputy by Sheriff Simeon Pease of Fairfield county and is now acting in that capacity,

making a creditable record through the prompt and faithful discharge of his duties. He has

also hehl a number of public offices, having been first elected a member of the board of alder-

men in 1911. Two years later he was re<'lected and in 1915 he was again called to that

position by an increased majority, a fact which indicates the entire satisfaction felt by his

constituents concerning his official service.

On the 18th of October, 1893, Mr. Stiegler was married to Miss Daisy Viola Baker and

they have one son, LeKoy W., born January 13, 1897. Mr. Stiegler is a member of the

Koman Catholic church. He also has membership with the Knights of the Maccabees and

has been presiding officer of Bridgeport Tent, No. 4, for two different terms. On June 12,

1889, he enlisted in Company K, Fourth Regiment, Connecticut National Guard, at Stratford,

and 1890 was transferred to Company B, serving five years and receiving his honorable

discharge. Thirty-six years have come and gone since he arrived in Bridgeport and he is well

known here, liaving ever been efficient and faithful in business and loyal in matters of

citizenship.

UPTON S. REICH. JI. 1).

Dr. Upton S. Reich, jihysician and surgeon of Bridgiport, was born in Frederick City,

Maryland, November 23, 1887. a son of Isaac Reich, who was born in Frederick City. Mary-

land, anil represented one of the ohl families of that state n^ident there from colonial days.

He died in 1889, when his son Upton was less than two years of age. The mother, who bore

flic maiden name of Annie Zimmerman, was also lioin in Frederick City, Maryland, where

she vet makes her Ikmuc. She trac<'S iier ancestry back to a Revolutionary war soldier and
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is a iiU'iiilKT of tlir Daujjlitcis nf the AiiiciKaii Kovolutiiiii. Wliile Dr. Kcii'li coim-s uf

German ancestry in botli the paternal and maternal lines, the Zimmermans eoiiiin;; from
Alsace-Lorraine, botli families have been represented in .America for more than two icntuiies

and through generation after generation Iiave been tlioroughly American in >|iiiit and
interests.

Dr. Keich was reari'd in his native city and was jTradiiatcd from its liij;li sriiool wiih tlio

class of 1U05. He next entered the medical department of the Tniversity of \'ir<;inia in the

fall of that year and on tlie completion of tlu' regularly i)rescribed course of four years won
his M. D. degree. In .luue, 1909, he entered the New Haven Hospital of New Haven, Connecti-

cut, where he was interne for sixteen months, and in the fall of I'UO he went to Berlin,

(Jermany. where he took a post graduate course of six nuinths in the Universitv of Berlin,

thus acquainting himself with the methods of some <d' the nuist eminent physicians and
surgeons of the old world. Upon his return to the I'nited States he entered uiion active

practice in Bridgeport, where he has now been located since .April. 1911.. and in the inter-

vening period lie has built up a large and gratifying practice. Me is assistant attending
physician to the Bridgeport Hospital and his professional duties make constant dcmiind upon
his time, leaving him few leisure hours.

On the 30th of September, 1911, Dr. Reich was married to Miss Lillian Hazel Kerner, of

Waterbury. Connecticut, and they have a son. Elliot Kerner. born February 8. 1914. The
parents are members of the Olivet Congregational church. Dr. Reich en,)oys baseball and
football and when leisure permits spends a pleasant lioiu in a game. His attention, however,

is chiefly concentrated upon his professional duties and he keeps abreast witli the trend of

modern professional thought and scientific investigation through his membership in the

Fairfield County and Connecticut Medical Societies and the American Medical Association.

He likewise belongs to the Bridgeport Medical Society and acts as its secretary.

EL.AIER A. HOOPER.

Elmer A. Hooper, president and treasurer of the McCathron Boiler Works ami thus a

representative of industrial interests in Bridgeport, was bom in Coruiellsville, Pennsylvania,

April 30, 1880, but when only two years old was taken to Cleveland, Ohio, by his jiarents,

Richard and Frances E. Hooper. The father was general superintendent of the Dick &
Church Iron Works at Meadville, Pennsylvania.

After acquiring a public school education Elmer A. Hooper learned the boiler making
trade at Meadville, Pennsylvania, in the iron works of Dick & Church and as his efiiciency

increased he was advanced until he became assistant foreman under his father. In 1903

he removed to Bridgeport to accept the position of foreman of the Bridgeport Boiler Works
and in 1907 he went to Hartford as foreman of the H. P. Beach Boiler Works. Each change

in his business career was marked a forward step, bringing him broader opportunities and
wider outlook. In 1909 he returned to Bridgeport to become superintendent of the McCathron '

Boiler Works and in 1914 was elected to the presidency. Their plant is located at No. 76

Knowlton street, where they have property with one hundred and forty-eight feet frontage

and a depth of one hundred feet. They do a general line of tank, structural and sheet iron

work and employ about thirty people, most of whom are skilled mechanics. Their plant is

equipped with electric power and the value and worth of their jiroduct insures them a liberal

patronage.

In 1903 Mr. Hooper was married to Miss Grace Rebecca Braggins. of Erie, Pennsylvania.

and they have two children, Richard William and Grace Lythithia. The parents are members

of St. Paul's Episcopal church and guide their lives by its teachings. PoliticallT Jlr. Hooper

maintains an independent course, voting according to the capability of the candidate. He
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is well kiunvii in fniti'inal circles as a thirty-second degree Mason ami a Kiiiglit of I'ythias.

lie lias luld all of the chairs in Meadville Lodge, Ko. 156, of the latter organization and is

high priest of Jerusalem Chapter, No. 13, R. A. M., and an oUicer in Hamilton C'ouiiuaiidery,

No. 5, K. T., and in Pyramid Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He is in thorough sympathy

with the teachings and purposes of the craft and in his life has exemplified its beneficent spirit.

ARTHUR BREWER.

Arthur Brewer, plant superintendent of the Bridgeport Brass Company, has been iden-

tified with that corporation for eighteen years and has gradually advanced to his present

position of trust and responsibility. He was born in New Haven, November 19, 1S75, a

son of William H. -and (Jeorgiana (Robinson) Brewer, the former a native of Poughkeepsie,

New York, and the latter of E.xeter, New Hampshire. The father was a professor at Yale

for many years and liberal educational opportunities were accorded Arthur Brewer, who

following his graduation from the New Haven high school entered Y'ale and was graduated

from the nieclianical engineering department with the class of 1897. Later he pursued post

graduate work, and thus splendidly equipped for the activities and responsibilities which

have since come to him, he entered the employ of the Bridgeport Brass Company in the

spring of 1899, accepting clerical work in the wire mill. His ability won recognition and

he was made foreman of the tube mill, while his next promotion brought him to the super-

intendency of the plant, in which position he has since continued, making a splendid record

in this connection, his broad college training and his wide experience well qualifying him

for the important duties that now devolve upon him.

On the 19th of September, 1907, Mr. Brewer was united in marriage to Miss Katherine

Bowditch Owen, of Hartford, Connecticut, by whom he has three children, Esther Bixwell,

Georgiana and Katherine. Politically Mr. Brewer maintains an independent course, for

while lie keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day, he believes that best

results are attained in supporting capable men rather than those of strong partisan bias.

He holds inenibersliip in the University Club and he is interested in scientific attainments,

which leads him to hold membership in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and

also in the American Academy for the Advancement of Science.

WILLIAM C. BOWERS, M. D.

Thirty-seven years have been added to the cycle of the centuries since Dr. William C.

Bowers became an active representative of the medical profession in Bridgeport and for

thirty-six years of that time he has been located at No. 336 State street. His ability has

long been recognized in an extensive general practice and throughout the intervening period

he has kept in touch with the trend of modern scientific investigation and discovery. He was

horn in Springfield, Massachusetts, March 17. 1851, a son of C. B. Bowers, a native of

Middletown, Connecticut. Tlie family is descended from Benjamin Bowers, who came from

England in 1650 and settled on a grant of land in the soutlieast<>rn part of Massachusetts

"iven him by I'ving George. He had three sons, one of whom went to Oliio, the second to

Connecticut, while the third remained in Massachusetts. The Bowers family was repre-

sented in the Revolutionary war on the side of the Colonial troops. The family is closely

connected with the Dwight family, tlic imhlislied history of the Dwights containing mention

of manv of the Bowers name. Presideiit Dwight. of Yale University, belonged to this

family and the name Dwight Bowers is not an iiil're(|U('nt one among the relatives of Dr.
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Bowers. His iimtlu'i-, wlio Imie tln' maiden name of I'annie Lutler, was ot Kiij;lish aiiJ

Scotch descent.

Ur. Howers spent liis yuutlilul days in Hartford and in New Haven and was graduated

from tlie New Haven grammar school with tlie class of 1S70. He won the Uachelor of Arts

degree upon the completion of the classical course in Vale in 1874 and obtained his profes-

sional dfgr.'e iijion graduation from the Columbia University Medical College with the class

of 1877. He was afterward interne for two years in the New York City Hospital and in

1880 he began practice in Bridgeport, where he has now remained uninterruptedly for tliirty-

seven years, while his oHice at No. 33G State street is one of the [irofessional landmaiks of

the city. He is serving on the consulting staff of the Bridgeport Hospital and for many

years was on its active medical staff. He belongs to the Bridgeport, Fairfield County and

Connecticut State Medical Societies and the American Medical Association. He is now a

man in the i)rime of life but looks many years younger and has the vigor and energy of

a man of forty.

On the Ist of June, 1881, Dr. Bowers was married to Katharine Sloate Suffren, of New

York, who died April 30, 1913. Her daughter, Mrs. Katharine Sloate Shepard, is a graduate

of the National Cathedral School at Washington, U. C, also of the Yale Art School and for

a year studied in the Art Students' League of New York city. She has three children,

William Bowers, Katharine Sloate and Frances Isabel, and is now residing at Berlin, Con-

necticut. Her sister, Mary Dwight Bowers, passed away at the age of twenty years.

Dr. Bowers is fond of all outdoor spoits, including boating and swimming, and he

belongs to the Seaside Club and the Seaside Outing Club. He is an attendant of the People's

Presbyterian church, in which he is serving as a trustee. His genuine personal worth, his

social nature, his scholarly attainments and his professional ability, all combine to make

him one of the iirominent and representative citizens of Bridgeport.

JAMES McKEK.

James McKee, who is president of the 0. K. Laundry Company at No. 140 Waterman

street, one of the important concerns of its kind in the city, was born in .Ireland, Novem-

ber 36. 1872, of the marriage of iloses and Mary McKee. The parents came to the United

States a year after the emigration of our subject to this country and the father has passed

away but the mother is still a resident of Allentown, Pennsylvania.

James McKee received his education in Ireland and in 1889, when seventeen years old,

came to the United States, locating at New York city. He completed his education by

taking a two-term course in the International Missionary Training School there and in

1891 was sent to the Congo Free State, now the Independent State of Congo, Africa, by the

International Missionary Board. After remaining in that field for two years he contracted

African fever and was invalided back to New Y'ork city. As soon as he had recovered

his health he took up the study of mechanics and for a short time was connected with the

Ingersol-Seargant Rock Drill Company at Easton, Pennsylvania. Later he went to Phil-

lipsburg. New Jersey, where he remained for eight years, during which time he learned

the tool making trade. In 1903, as an expert journeyman toolmaker. he came to Bridge-

port and entered the employ of the American-British Company, gunmakers. After two

years he went abroad for a year, visiting his old home in Ireland. In September, 1910,

although at that time still working in the employ of others, he established the O. K.

Laundry Company, Inc., of which he has since been president and treasurer, while Miss

Eliza Lavery has served as secretary. She was born in Scotland and is a graduate nurse,

having completed the required course at the Bridgeport Hospital. Five years after the

organization of the company new automatic machinery of the most improved type was
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installed in the plant anil in May, 1917, the company occupied a well designed and up-to-date

building which they erected on Bishop avenue and which gives them til'ty per cent more

capacity. This removal was made imperative by the rapid growth of their business, and

the careful and skilled work which they turn out. together with their reasonable prices, insures

them of continued prosperity.

In 1".)00 Mr. McICee was married at Allcntown, Pennsylvania, to Miss Margaret Ann

C'avanauirh. a daughter of .James and Rachel Cavanaugh, residents of Ireland. Two chil-

dren have been born of this marriage, namely: Mary Kachel, who is a junior in high school;

and .lunallian Harding, who is attending the graded schools.

Mr. McKee is a republican in his political belief but has never taken an active part

in public affairs beyond the exercise of his right of franchise. He gives his entire atten-

tion to his business and to his home and the success which he has gained is due solely to

his own industry and good management.

LEONARD M. ALLEN.

Leonard M. Allen, chief accountant and credit manager of the Bridgeport Brass Com-

pany and thus identified with one of the largest industrial enterprises not only of Bridge-

port but of New England, was born in Boston, Massachusetts, October 38, 1869, a son of

Edgar and Jane (Sutherland) Allen, who were natives of England but of Scotch descent.

In the year 1850 the father crossed the Atlantic to Boston and became connected with the

shoe findings business.

Reared in his native city, Leonard M. Allen pursued a public school course until gradu-

ated from the high school, after which he took up clerical work. He was connected for a

time with the Pope Manufacturing Company of Hartford, Connecticut, working his way

upward to the position of claim adjuster and correspondent. He remained with that

company for ten years and in September, 1900, entered the employ of the Bridgeport Brass

Company, being placed in charge of the accounting department. In recognition of his

ability he was also made credit manager and now fills the dual position, the efficiency of

his work contributing to the success of this mammoth industrial institution.

On the 19th of April, 1911, Mr. Allen was united in marriage to Miss Clara M. Mather,

of Bridgeport, by whom he has two children, Bettie Jane and Ruth Evelyn. The parents

are members of St. John's Episcopal church. They are well known in social circles and

enjoy the hospitality of many of the best homes of the city. Mr. Allen is a member of

the \Vcatogu(! (.'olf Clul), which indicates something of the nature of his recreation, and

he is also an active and prominent Mason, belonging to the lodge, chapter, commandery,

consistory and Mystic Shrine. He is in full sympathy with the teachings and purposes of

the craft and exemjilifies in his life its beneficent spirit. However, he allows no outside

interests to interfere witli the faithful performance of his duties in his business connections

and has made a nu)st creditable record since starting out in life independently.

MICHAEL GREEN KEANE.

Michael Green Keane, who is the owner of the granite works located opposite St.

Michael's cemetery at Stratford, Connecticut, was born in Ireland and received his educa-

tion in the public schools there. About 1864, when in his teens, he came to the Uniteil

States and located at Newtown. Connecticut, but did not remain there long. For a year he

worked in a l>Mtton factory at Redding, Connecticut, and then worked for a year as a farm
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Imnil near Cifciis Farms. lunv Sciutliport. At tla- i-iid vl tlial tiim- lu' began learning

tlie stone-entting trade and ecini|pleti'd his apprentieesliip under Kngeno ISiUiinan, of liridge-

port. arriving in this city about IsiiU. lie tolluwed his trade in the employ of others tor

a time here and in New Haven and then went into business for himself as a member of

the firm of Keaue & I'helan, his partner being ,lohn J. Phelan, the present coroner of

Bridgeport. After two years this partnership was dissolved, but Mr. Keane contimieil

in the business. Jle was first located at tlie corner of Gold and Middle streets, then at

tlie corner of Lumber street and Housatonic avenue, and since 1915 has been opposite St.

Michael's cemetery. He devotes his entire time to the erection of monuments and mauso-
leums and has <lone a great deal of fine work along those lines, including the Barnura
Memorial in .Seaside Park, Bridgeport, and the Morgan Schley mausoleum at White Plains,

New York, tliis brancli of the Schley family being connected with that to which the famous
Admiral Scljley belonged. Mr. Keane employs live men in the granite works and one,

William Matthewson, has been with him for thirty years, which indicates that he is a
just and considerate employer. For a number of years in addition to conducting his monu-
ment business Mr. Keane engaged in general construction work and during that time erected

many important buildings, including the Young Jlen's Christian Association at Bridge-
port, the Protestant Widows Home at Bridgeport, the Protestant Orphan Asylum in

Bridgeport, the Presbyterian church at Fairfield, the First Baptist church at Bridgeport,

a duplicate of this structure at Yonkers, New Y'ork, a church at West Haven, the high
school in Danbury, the Gromer school in New Haven, a number of schoolhouses in Bridge-

port, a library in Westerly, Rhode Island, and the Hopkins grammar school building in

New Haven and also a number of dormitories at Yale University.

Mr. Keane was married in Bridgeport in 1873 to Miss Johanna Kelly, and of their

children si.v; survive: Eobert B., who is a prominent physician living in Bridgeport and a
sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work; Elizabeth, Katherine and Agnes, at home;
Carroll T.. who also resides at home and is associated with his father in business; and
Mary, at home. In March, 1917, a son, Henry P. Keane, wlio was his father's chief assist-

ant, [lassed away after an illness of but three days.

Jlr. Keane is a stanch democrat in politics and fraternally is connected with the

Woodmen of the World. He belongs to St. Patrick's Roman Catholic church, in the work
of which he takes a commendable interest. He has never had occasion to regret his com-
ing to this country, for here he has found opportunities for advancement, by which he
has profited, so that he is now financially independent.

RICHARD I. NEITHERCUT.

The great industrial organization conducted under the name of the Bridgeport Brass
Company is the complex outcome of the efforts of a corps of men of marked business

efficiency and enterprise who in marshaling and controlling the efforts of an army of work-
men may well be termed "captains of industry." Among the number who have voice

in the directive policy of the company is Richard I. Neithercut, who is now assistant

secretary. He was born in Albany, New Y'ork, in 1875, a son of Richard S. and Emma A.
(Poole) Neithercut. He attended private schools in Bridgeport until he reached the age
of ten years, when he was sent to the public schools and passed through consecutive grades
to his graduation from the high school. He next entered Y'ale as a student in Sheffield

Scientific School and completed the engineering course by graduation with the class of

1897. His initial training was received under the direction of his father, who was presi-

dent of tlie West End Lumber Company of Bridgeport, with whom he remained for a few
months, but in December, 1897, he became connected with the Bridgeport Brass Company.
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He spent one year in the rolling mill department and then turned his attention to other

business lines for a j'ear. In llS'Jil, however, he returned to the Bridgeport Brass Company

and has since been associated with that mammoth concern. On the 6th of February, 1917,

he was appointed assistant secretary. He had previously served as head of various de-

partments of the business, so that he is able to direct the labors therein performed along

the line of successful achievement.

Mr. Neithercut is married and has two children. He holds membership in the United

Congregational church and he gives his political allegiance to the republican party. He

is well known in club circles as a member of the Brooklawn Club, the University Club and

the Fairfield Beach Club. That his interests are broad and that he recognizes the obli-

gations of man to his fellowmcn is indicated in the fact that he is a member of the Board

of Charities of Bridgeport.

PIERRE AUGUST SODERHOLM.

Pierre August Soderholm, proprietor of the August Soderholm Bakery, selling to the

wliolcsale trade only, has built up a large business through his enterprise and good manage-

ment. A native of Sweden, he was born August 1, 1871, of the marriage of Adolf and

Ulrecka (Erickson) Soderholm, still residents of that country. After completing his educa-

tion in its public schools Mr. Soderholm of this review came to the United States in 1893,

landin" at New York city. He worked in various places in the east for a short time, but on

the 14th of June of that year came to Bridgeport and secured employment on the Hawley

farm, in the northern part of the city. After leaving there he followed the baker's trade,

which he had learned in Sweden, and in 1904 started for himself in a small way on North

Main street. In a few months the volume of his trade justihed his removal to larger quarters

on Hancock avenue and he remained there for three years. His business continued to

expand and in April, 1908, he removed his plant to its present location at No. 445 Maple-

wood avenue. In 1915 a large addition was made to the building, which now affords a

large amount of floor space, and the extent of the business is also indicated by the fact

that there are sixteen employes and that five motor delivery trucks are used. When Mr.

Soderliolm established his bakery he had but one employe and one delivery wagon. Ninety-

five per cent of the output is sold in Bridgeport and Fairfield county and the wholesale trade

only is catered to.

On the 12th of May, 1894. Mr. Soderholm married Miss Anna Swanson, also a native of

Sweden, where she received her education. She is a daughter of Swen and Maria Swenson.

Mr. Soderhcplm is a strong republican and is active in local politics, belonging to the Fifth

District Republican Club. He is also identified with the Swedish Sick Benefit Association,

Monitor Lodge, No. 38, 1. O. 0. ¥., and the First Swedish Baptist church of which he is a

trustee. Tliese connections indicate that although he gives the most careful attention to his

business affairs he also finds time for other interests.

HARRY EUGENE HUSTED.

Harry Eugene Husted, who is secretary and manager of the City Ice & Coal Company

wliicli does a large wholesale and retail business, was born in Bridgeport March 14, 1874,

of the marriage of Charles Edwanl and Georgiana (Ives) Husted. A brother of our sub-

ject, Edward Ives, died in Baltimore, and his sister Miss Editli L., is now living in New

Haven.
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Hurry Eiigciu' Husti'd coiiiiilctcil thi' wmk cil' tlic griulcil scliool ami tlicn (ook a cdfii-

luercial course in tlie l{riilj;cji<irt liigli scIkhpI and was graduated in 1S90. On giiint; to

work he was first employed by tlie Mew York, New Haven & Hartford Company and alter

a short time spent witli that corporation became connected with Wheeler & Howes. Four

years later he began working for tlie Bridgeport Ice Company with which he remained for

eight years, and the next year was spent as an employe of Burns & Company. Jn Jlay,

lyOG. when the City Ice cS Coal Coni|iany was incorporated, he became identified with it

as secretary and manager and played an important part in the rajiid develo])ment of its

business. When the company was started it had twelve employes and only three or four

w-agons, while now its employes number seventy-five and twenty wagons and fourteen

trucks and from sixty to seventy horses are used. Tlie company sells at both wholesale

and retail and its extension has been a steady, normal growth, based upon fair dealing

and conscientious service.

Mr. Husted was married on the 25th of Oct<ilier, l'JO(), to Miss Anna Gertrude Van
>Stone, a daughter of Stephen and Honora Van Stone. To Jlr. and Mrs. Husted has been

borii a daugliter, Mildred Van Stone.

Mr. H'listed is a republican in his political views and is now serving on tlie board of

apportionment. He belongs to the Algonquin Club and is also a member of the various

Masonic bodies including the blue lodge. cha|iter. council, commandery and Mystic Shrine,

in which he is a member of the Arab Patrol, and the Scottisli Rite organizations up to

and including the consistory. He attends Christ's Episcopal church and his inlluence is

always cast on the side of righteousness. All who have been brought in contact with

him in his business dealings recognize that he possesses both soundness of judgment and
marked enterprise, a combination of qualities which insure success in every field of labor.

WALTER R. CLARK.

Walter R. Clark, chief engineer with the Bridgeport Brass Company, having under his

direction the extensive and complex engineering interests of this great plant, comes to the

position well qualified by thorough college training and practical experience. He was born

in Derby, Connecticut, in 1879, a son of Wesley L. and Ida (Rockwell) Clark. The family

removed to Shelton, Connecticut, in 1884, when he was a little lad of five years, and there

he began his education, which he pursued through the various grades of the public schools

until he had completed the high school course. He next entered Yale as a student in tlie

Shetlield Scientific School and was graduated, therefrom with the class of ISUU, having

completed the electrical engineering course. He afterward spent a year as an employe
of the Birmingham Iron Foundry at Derby, Connecticut, in the engineering department

and in January, 1901, he came to Bridgeport, securing a position in the drafting depart-

ment of the Bridgeport Brass Company. The capability wliich he manifested in that

direction led to the increase of his responsibilities and in 1906 he was promoted £o the

position of superintendent of the drafting room. In 1910 he was given charge of all enwi-

neering work, consisting of plant improvement and design of special machinery and
processes, and has held that important position continuously since, his work constituting

one of the basic elements of the success of the business. He has taken out many patents

for the company from time to time upon inventions which he has perfected and liis

ability places him with the foremost representatives of engineering in New England.

On the 24tli of October, 1906, Mr. Clark was united in marriage to Miss Florence Fray,

of Bridgeport, by whom he has a son, Walter R., Jr., who is nine years of age. Mrs.

Clark attends the Congregational church.' In politics Mr. Clark is a republican where
national issues are involved but easts an independent local ballot, supporting in city elec-
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tiuii s till' candidati'S \vlioiu he regards as best qualified for office regardless of party

alHliation. He has membership in the Brooklawn Country Club and the University Club,

and aloni; the lines of his chosen life work he also has interesting connections, being a

member of the American Society of ilechanical Engineers and the Iron and Steel Elec-

trical Engineers.

CARROLL B. ADAMS, D. D. S.

Dr. Carroll B. Adams, engaged in the practice of dentistry in Bridgeport, was born

in Williinantic, Connecticut, September 21, 1859, his parents being Amos B. and Isabella

S. (Hamblin) Adams, who were natives of JIaine and of Massachusetts respectively, the

furuier being a lineal descendant of Henry Adams, who came from England in 1630 and

to wliiiMi also the ancestry of .John Adams and John Quincy Adams was traced. The

Hamblin famil.v is also an old one of this country, identified with American interests

from early colonial days.

Dr. Carroll B. Adams early made choice of a life work. He was a youth of but si.xteen

years wlun he took up the study of dentistrj' in the office and under the direction of Dr.

.Tolni D. Bentley, formerly of Willimantie, Connecticut. In 18T9-80 he was a student in

the Xew York Dental College and since the latter date has been actively engaged in prac-

tice, remaining for thirty-one years a representative of the profession in Bridgeport. He

became (me of the organizers of the Bridgeport Dental Society and was its second presi-

dent, succeeding Dr. Clinton W. Strang in that position. During his first tliree weeks in

Bridgep<irt Dr. Adams was an associate of Dr. Strang in dental practice. His pronounced

ability has long been recognized by the public and through all the passing years he has

kept abreast with modern scientific research and investigation along the lines of dental

]iraetice and surgery. He belongs to the state and national dental societies, also to the

XeAv Knglaiid Dental Society and is a member of the Dental Protective Association of

the I niteil States.

In liis political views Dr. Adams is a republican and for one term he served as alder-

man from the seventh district. He belongs to the Algonquin Club and to the Park City

Yacht Club and greatly enjoys yachting, but his chief recreation and interest is in music

and he is classed as an artist among the violinists of Xew England. For years he was a

member of the Yale Symphony Orchestra of New \"ork and for several years he was a

violin jilayer at tlie free public concerts in Bridgeport. !Music has been both his inspira-

tion and his recreation, and his love of the art has given him a prominent place in the

niusieal circles of the citv.

.JA.MES FLETCHER LEWIS.

•lanies Fletcher Lewis, although still a young man, is the proprietor of the Pembroke

Garage, located at No. 441 I'embroke avenue, in Bridgeport, and besides devoting his entire

time to the business gives constant employment to three men. He was born in this city

Jlay 37, 1S88. a son of William H. and Emma (Fletcher) Lewis, both of whom are still

residents of Bridgeport. He is a grandson of William H. Lewis, Sr., and Thonuis Fletcher.

.Tames F. Lewis attended the Franklin i)ublic school and the Bridgeport high school in

the acquirement of his education. A> a lioy he manifested a natural aptitude and liking

for mechanical work, es])ecially tliat connrrteil with automobiles, and on putting aside his

textbooks he entered the enii)loy of the Bridgeport Motor Company, with wliicli he remained
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for six years, iliiriMj; wliicli tinu- he hfcaiiie tlioioujjhly versed in autcmiobile iiieiliaiiles.

In ]yi;J he eiigajied in business mi liis own aeeomit at No. 368 Pembroke avenue an<l in

February, 11)15, removed to his present place at No. 441. He has specialized in storage,

repairs and sup|dies, lias a capacity tor twenty cars in storage and carries a full stock of

automobile supplies of all kinds. He himself is an expert mechanic and he also employs
three men and liis garage is known to automobile owners of Bridgeport as one of the best

in the city. He lias had eleven years' experience in the business and fully intends to con-

tinue in the same.

Mr. Lewis was married on tlie llth of May, lllll, to Miss Louise Lapan, a daughter
of Albert and Annie Lapan. To this union has been born a daughter. Hazel, who is attend-

ing school. Jlr. Lewis is a republican in liis political belief and has confined his activity

in public afl'airs to casting his ballot. He belongs to no lodges or clubs but is a communi-
cant of St. Paul's Episcoi)al cliurcli, which indicates the principles which govern his life.

in:. .JAMES E. BEAKDSLEV.

Dentistry may be said to be unique among the professions, which on the whole are

based sohdy upon intellectual prowess. Dentistry, however, combines mechanical skill

and ingenuity with scientific attainment, and he who would assay the attainment of suc-

cess in this field must be proficient along both lines. Well qualified for his chosen calling.

Dr. James E. Beardsley is now numbered among the successful dental practitioners of

Bridgeport.

He was born in Otsego county. New York, March 10, IS.I'.l, and in tracing his ancestral

line it is found that he is descended from Josiah Beardsley, who served as one of the

Minute Men under George Washington in the Kevolutionary war and who was the great-

grandfather of the Doctor. At the time of the outbreak of hostilities with tlie mother
country .Josiah Beaidsley was a resident of Eairfield, Connecticut, and when the British

under General Tryon burned the town in 1779, his son, Daniel Beardsley, grandfather of

the Doctor, was then but three days old. Their house, however, was spared from destruc-

tion because of the fact that the Eritisli thought it belonged to another Beardsley, a

brother of .Tosiali. who was a Tory and held the position of mail carrier under the king of

England. After the close of tlie Kevolutionary war .Josiah Beardsley removed with his

family to Otsego county, New "i'ork, traveling thither in a sled drawn by an ox team
before tlie day of bridges across the Hudson river, which was crossed on the ice. He took
along his family and his possessions, including a sack of apple seed with which to plant

an orclianl. The immediate ancestors of Dr. Beardsley by reason of this removal became
residents of Otsego county. New York, where the family was represented through several

generations, but in 1890 the Doctor returned to Connecticut and settled in Bridgeport,

close to the town of Stratford, wliicli his ancestors had aided in founding in 1639. the
family records of an early period being closely interwoven with the history of this part of

the state. The Beardsleys came from Stratford-on-Avon, England, in 1639 and aided in

laying out the town of Stratford. Connecticut, which they named in honor of their old

English home. There they lived for one hundred and thirty-seven years before the Revo-
lutionary war and the ancestral history is one of which the family has ever reason to

be proud.

Tlie iiarents of Dr. Beardsley were Erastus B. and Phoebe (Woodi Beardsley, the for-

mer a farmer by occupation, but both now deceased. Their son, .Tames E., became a
dental student in Rochester. New York, in early manhood and for thirty years has prac-

ticed his profession. His office in Bridgeport was located for twenty-one years at 925
JIain street. His boyhood was spent upon his father's farm in Otsego countv. New York.
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where he laid the foumhitioii for his splendid physical manhood and stamina. He is a

strong, vigorous man weighing two hundred pounds and at the age of fifty-eight years

can say that lie lias never liad a pliysician in liis life. His splendid health has enabled

him to give undivided attention to his professional interests and his practice has long

been large and of a most important character. He belongs to the Connecticut Odontological

Society and he has ever kept in touch with the progressive metliods which modern scientific

investigation, researcli and experience are bringing to liglit.

On the 15tli of March, 1883, Dr. Beardsley was married to Miss Anna Miller, of

Rocliester, New York. Tliey are members of the Metliodist church and they are widely

and favorably known socially, enjoying the warm regard and friendship of many with

wliom tliev liuve been brought in contact.

PHILIP J. CUKKAN, M. D.

This is preeminently an age of specialization, a tendency wliich is manifest in every

profession but in none more so than in the practice of medicine and surgery. It is a fact

patent to all that more ellective results can be obtained by the man who concentrates his

efforts u[ioii a given line than he who attempts to cover tlie whole field of general practice.

Dr. Curran has made a specialty of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat and keeps

in touch with the latest discoveries and investigations of medical science in this field. He

was born in Portland, Connecticut, March 31, 1883, a son of John Curran, a business man

of tliat i)lace.

Dr. Curran was reared and educated in liis native city, completing a course in tlie

Portland hiyli school by graduation with tlie class of 1895. He determined upon a pro-

fessional career and won his M. D. degree at the College of Pliysicians and Surgeons of

Kew York city in 1901. He afterward spent two and a half years in St. Vincent's Hospital

and a year and a half in the Boston City Hospital, devoting his attention to diseases of

the eye. ear. nose and throat. He afterward spent a year in study abroad in Berlin and

Vienna, concentrating along the line of his specialty, and upon his return to the L nited

States lie opened an office in Bridgeport, where as oculist, aurist and laryngologist he

lias won niucli more than local fame. He is now on the staff of h't. Vincent's Hospital of

Bridgeport and also has a fine private practice. Fraternally Dr. Curran is connected witli

the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and also with the Kniglits of Columbus. He is

ambitious in his cliosen field and manifests a love for his calling, which is one of the basic

elements of success.

JOHN EDWARD BOYLE.

John Edward Boyle, a druggist and real estate dealer of Fairfield, ranking with tlie

prominent business men of his city, was born in Bridgeport, January 38, 1878, a son of

Michael J. and Mary A. (Rielly) Boyle, who were also natives of Bridgeport, where the

mother still resides. The father passed away in 1889.

John E. Boyle acquired a iiublic school education in his native city and began the study

of pharmacy as early as his eleventh year, working after school hours in a drug store. He

bicame a registered pharmacist on the 3d of November, 1903, having in the meantime

])rovided for his education and his support by his labor. In August, 1904, he purchased his

present business, having but little capital and giving his note for the remainder. When he

oi.cne.l the doors of his store for business he had but thirty dollars in cash, but he has made
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liis credit good and lias developed one of the best equipped stores in tliis part of (lie state.

He lias ever recognized the fact that satisfied patrons are tlie best advertisement and lie has
put forth every etiort to please those who have given him their trade, while his reasonable

prices and honorable dealing have also featured in his success. In I'.ni he went to the

Fairfield Beach for the benefit of his health and there developed a summer resort and
established the Vassar Inn, which he still owns and conducts. He also built Boyle's Beach
Casino, which was destroyed by fire in 1915. He built a store there and is yet engaged in

business at that point, besides owning seven houses there. His investments have been most
carefully and judicially made and success in large measure has been his. Wliile working for

individual success, he has at the same time improved his opportunities to assist in the
upbuilding of the city and perhaps no other citizen has done more to aid and develop Fair-
field than Mr. Boyle, who has for the past seven years been president of the Business

• Men's Club and has been instrumental in inducing a large percentage of Fairfield's prominent
citizens to locate here. His work has been acknowledged by the press and by the public and
what he has undertaken has brought splendid results.

In August, 19ie, Mr. Boyle was married to Miss Katlierine Law, of New Rochelle, New
York. He has also married many couples, some of considerable note, in his capacity as
justice of the peace. He belongs to the Country Club and to various social and fraternal
organizations and he is in fact one of the most alert and energetic citizens of Fairfield,

connected with every line of the city's develoinnent and doing more than perhaps any other
one to advance its progress.

JAMES HENRY CALLAHAN, I), U. S.

Dr. .James Henry Callahan, engaged in the practice of dentistry in Bridge'port for twenty
years, occupying the same offices throughout the entire period, at No. 1035 Main street, was
born February 6, 1875, in the city which is yet his liome. His father, Timothy Phillip Calla-

han, was born in Lowell. Massachusetts, in 1S4? and was a son of Daniel C. Callahan and a
grandson of Daniel Callahan, who came from County Tipperary, Ireland. Timothy P.

Callahan devoted hi- life to the insurance business. He wedded Delia Power, who was born
in Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1851 and is now living in Bridgeiiort. but Timothy P.

Callahan passed away in 1907. In the family were three children, the two daughters being
Luella and Florence, respectively older and younger than Dr. Callahan.

The only son, following his graduation from the Bridgeport high school with the class of

1893, entered the dental department of the University of Pennsylvania in 1894 and was
graduated therefrom on the comjiletion of his course in 1S97. Since that time he has been
engaged in the practice of dentistry in Bridgeport and through two decades lias been
accorded a liberal patronage, meeting all three of the reiiuirements of successful ilental

practice—the possession of broad scientific knowledge, mechanical skill and ingenuity ami the

ability to capably manage the financial interests of the business. His work has been highly

satisfactory to his patients, many of whom have been his patrons tliioiighout this entire

period. He belongs to the Bridgeport Dental Society, the Connecticut State Dental Society,

the National Dental Society and the Northeastern and New England Dental Societies.

On the 1st of September, 1909, Dr. Callahan was united in marriage to Miss Harriet
Honora Reck, of Bridgeport, a daughter of John Reck, a well known florist of this city. They
have two sons: John R., who was born August 2, 1910; and Henry Phillip, born Decemhcr
24, 1916.

Dr. Callahan holds membership in St. Augustine's Roman Catholic church and also

with the Knights of Columbus. His political endorsement is given to the rei>ublican party
and he is now serving for the second term on the board of health of Bridgeport. He is fond
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of basfball and I'uotball and eiijuys yac-litiny, liiintin^ and li>liinj;. Jlf belun^^s to thf Klks

lodge, also to the Alyoncjuin I. hib and the Bridgeport Yacht L'liib and in social circles is

popular but has never allowed social interests to interfere witii the faithful performance of

his duties in a professional way and thus he has reached the creditable position wliirli he

occupies as a representative of the dental profession in Bridgeport.

ALEXANDEK W. LIJIUXT.

Alexander \V. Linumt, superintendent of manufacture with tlie Biidgeport Brass Com-
pany, was born in Waterbury, Connecticut, in 1806, a son of Alexander H. and Emma Caroline

(Mains I Liniont. and a grandson of Alexander Limont. who was a sea captain. The grand-

father was born in (Hasgow, Scotland, and came to tlie L'niti'd States about 1S.35. after

which he was c-ontinuously engaged in tlie brass business i]i Waterlivny, Connecticut, until

liis life's labors were ended. Alexander H. Limont was about (deven years cdd wlun the

family came to America in 1855. He resided in \Vaterl)ury until l',)02, when he retired

from active business and now spends the winters in ( alifornia. Durino- his business career

iie was connected Avith brass inannfacturing and allied businesses.

At the usual age Alexander \V. Liniont entered the schools of his native city and

mastered the branches of learning tlierein taught through the various grades in the high

school. Later he began learning the machinist's and tool maker's trade and was with the

Waterbury Farrel Foundry and subsequi'utly with the firm of Holmes, Booth & Hayden.

Subsequently he was connected with the American Brass Company. He had been advanced

to the ])osition of master mechanic with Holmes, Booth & Hayden and at a later date

he organized the Atlas ilacliine Company of Waterbury. in which connection he carried

on business for four years in the manufacture of special machinery. Mr. Limont came to

Bridgeport in February, 1910. as superintendent of the nuinnfacturing department of the

Bridgeport Brass Company, with which he has since been associated in that position. For

more than seven years he has filled that position to the entire satisfaction of the officers

ol the company, the worth of his work being daily attested in results.

In 1890 Mr. Limont was united in marriage to Miss Adelaide P. Abbott, of Waterbury,

by whom he has two children, Alexander W., Jr., and Elizabeth Van Rensselaer.

Mr. Limont exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and measures of the

republican party and recognizes the duties and obligations as well as the privileges of

citizensliip. He attends the Presbyterian church and he holds membership in the Algonquin

Club. He is also a Chapter Mason and a loyal adherent of the teachings of the craft. He

deserves much credit for what he has accomplished, for starting out in life without college

training, he has steadily advanced through merit and ability until he has reached a position

of imjiortance and responsibility.

ROY E. CLARK.

Roy E. Clark, conducting one of the leading insurance agencies of Bridgeport, estab-

lished his present business in 100.'; and through the intervening period his close application

and study have led to a development that spells success. He was born in New Haven, May

11, 1874. and is a son of .Tohn E. and Adella E. (Ives) Clark, now residents of Holyoke,

Massachusetts. The father, who was formerly a paper manufacturer, is now president of

the Peoples Savings Bank of that city.

Eoy E. Clark is the only representative of the family in Bridgeport and is the eldest
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of tlirco living LliiUlrcn, luiving a brotlicr and sister. In the jjati'iiiai line he is ileseended

from one of the old colonial families, and the substantial qualities which have ever been

associated with the name of Clark find e.\|iressiun in his own career. He was but live years

of age when his (jari'nts removed to Holvoke, .Massaeluisetts, and after attending the common
schools he prepared for college at \\'ilbrahani Academy in tliat state. During his senior

year he was president of his class and also played on the academic baseball team. In IS'JT

he entered Brown University and was graduated lljerefrom witli the I'h. B. degree in I'.iOl.

While pursuing his college course he was captain of the university baseball team during

both his junior and senior years, having made the team in his freshman j'ear, was also

president of the Voung Men's Cliristian Association and general secretary of the College

Association. He was likewise vice president of his class as a freshman and was president

thereof during his junior year. In a word, lie was a iiopulnr member of the class. dis[daying

those sterling qualities which are tlie only coin that pass current among college bovs.

In 1902 he came to Bridgeport ami for two years was assistant secretary of the Young
Men's Christian Association of this city. He al.so played on the Bridgeport baseball team in

the Connecticut State League in 1003 and 1904 and played with the New York Nationals

during a portion of 1903, his position being in the outtield. In 1905 he turned his attention

to the general insurance business, which he has since conducted under his own name, handling

all kinds of insurance, and today he has one of the leading agencies of Bridgejjort.

On the 27th of June, 1905, Mr. Clark was married to Miss Kalherine E. U'lieelcr. a

daughter of David C. Wheeler, a well known manufacturer of Bridgeport, who is treasurer

and one of the directors of the Acme Shear Company. They have two sons: David Wheeler,

born May 9, 1909 ; and .Tohn Elliott, born December 1, 191.1. Mr. Clark and his wife hold

membership in the Park Street Congregational cluirch and he is superintendent of its Sundav

school and a member of its finance committee. His wife is a graduate of the Bridgeport

high school and a member of the Authors' Club. Mr. Clark has never lost his interest in the

Y'oung Men's Cliristian Association and is identified with the Bridgeport organization. He

also belongs to the Delta Phi, a college fraternity, to the Seaside Club and to the Bridge-

port Automobile Club. He is fond of all manly outdoor sports, especially baseball, of which

he may be termed a fan. His political support is given to the rejiublican party where

national issues and questions are involved, but locally he casts an independent ballot. His

success in business and popularity as a citizen are based upon those sterling traits of

character which in every land and clime awaken confidence and regard.

PHILIP J. McLaughlin, d. d. s.

Dr. Philip J. McLaughlin, engaged in dental practice in Bridgeport, was born in Nashua,

New Hampshire, August 28, 1880, a son of James P. JLLaughlin, now a well known retired

citizen of Bridgeport, who was formerly foreman of the Bridgejiort Forge Company, a

position which he occupied for many years. His wife bore the maiden name of Bridget

Barry and she, too, is living. Both parents were born in Ireland but came to the United

States in early childhood and were married in New Hampshire. In their family were three

sons, Philip J., William -T. and Albert A., all of whom arc dentists and have offices in the

Security building in Bridgeport.

Dr. Philip .1. McLaughlin was but four years of age when his parents removed to this

city and in the acquirement of his education he atteniled the public schools until he was

graduated from the high school with the class of 1899. He afterward pursued an academic

course in Niagara University for two years and then entered the Philadelphia Dental

College, from which he received his D. D. S. degree in 1906. after three years of study there.

Since 1907 he has practiced continuously in Bridgeport and has occiipied his present ollices
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since 1909. Tliey are well equipped with the latest appliances and accessories of successful

dental practice. In operation he is patient, skillful and capable and the excellence of his

work has brought to him a liberal patronage.

On the 17th of October, 1914, Dr. McLauglilin was married to Miss Ida E. Hicks, of

Montreal, Canada, and they have a son, and a daughter: Philip Hicks, born September 19,

1915; and Mary H.. born May 19, 1917. Tlieir religious faith is indicated in the fact tliat

they are communicants of St. Charles' Roman Catholic church and that Dr. McLaughlin

is a Kniglit of Columbus. He is also an Elk and is a past e.xalted ruler of the local lodge.

His political allegiance is given the democratic party and along strictly professional lines he

has membership with the Bridgeport, Connecticut State and National Dental Societies.

THOMAS JAMES PARDY.

The rapid industrial development of Bridgeport in the last few years has brought

with it unusual activity in the field of building construction and the large share of this

work done by the T. J. Pardy Construction Company indicates the high rank which it holds

and the enviable reputation which it enjoys. The ]>resident of the company, Thomas James

Pardy, is a recognized authority upon all matters pertaining to building contracting and has

been markedly successful in clioosing the men to be associated w'ith him in the management

of liis business. He was born on the island of Guernsey, April 14, 1802, and is a son of

Thomas Rogers Pardy, who with his father sailed from Guernsey to Australia in 1846. The

father was captain of tlie ship on wliich they made the voyage, a small brig called tlie

Nancy, and Thomas Rogers I'anly went as a passenger. He remained in Australia for

several years and then returned to Guernsey, wliere he resided until his death at the age

of eiglity-si.x years. He was highly esteemed for his unswerving rectitude of cliaracter

and his opinion as to public affairs carried great weight, but he was of a retiring disposi-

tion and --tc-adfastly refused to accept public office. The grandfather and great-grandfather

of our subject were both taken prisoners during the war between France and England in the

seventeentli century and were imprisoned in France for seven years. At the time of capture

the grandfather was but fourteen years of age. The great-grandfather was captain and part

owner of one of the man_y privateers in use during tliat war. When at last the two men
weri' released and returned to Guernsey tliey found to their surprise and indignation that

tlieir portion id the prizes captured by them and their crew" liad been divided between the

other owners, with tlie exception of a very small portion that was given to tlieir relatives.

At that time [irivateering was very common and was an important source of wealth to the

islanders and there was also considerable smuggling. The Pardy family lemoved to the

island or (Juernscy from Yorkshire. Nearly all of the men of the family followed the sea

and became renowned for their daring. On his mother's side Mr. Pardy of this review is

descended from the Uzanne family, one of the oldest families of Normandy, and his ancestors

removed from that duchy to (Juernsey when the island belonged to Normandy. The name

is very common and very liighly honored in the island of Guernsey, where representatives of

the family have resided for gt-neratioiis. They have engaged in farming to some extent and

also have owned small sloops, trading with France and the southwest coast of England.

At present the otTice of bailiti" of the island, which is the highest political position under

the home rule system of government, is held by a member of this family. The mother of

Mr. Pardy. who was in her nuiidenhood Miss Judith Ozanne, is still living in Guernsey at

the age of eighty-two years and is in very comfortable financial circumstances.

Thomas J. Pardy attended the parish schools of his native town until he was eleven

years old and then went to work as an errand boy, being so employed for two years.

When thirteen years old l-.e was bound liy his father as an apprentice to a shipbuilder and
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was compelled by his master to do all kinds of manual labor and sometimesi had to work
from twelve to sixteen hours a day. For several months he was a blacksmith's helper and

then was given charge of a kiln, which promotion meant that it was his business to have

a fire under the boiler not later than four o'clock in the morning so that the planks would

be steamed and ready for the men, who commence<l work at seven. His employer was very

exacting and the boy, realizing that he was being unfairly treated, rebelled on several occa-

sions, which resulted in his receiving a severe scolding or even sometimes a beating. At
last things came to such a pass that the boy decided that he would go to jail if need be

rather than submit longer to the unfair treatment of his employer, whom he openly defied,

refusing to do any more unskilled labor and demanding that he be taught his trade according

to the terms of the indentures. His employer then discharged him, and as there were wit-

nesses to this act, the boy gained his freedom. There was but very little shipbuilding in

progress at the time and Jlr. Pardy then secured work as an apprentice to a well known
building contractor, who had the largest business of the kind on the island. This man was
very different from his first employer and held tlie respect and even the affection of every

man and boy working for him. Although the work which he had been compelled to do in

the shipyard was altogether too hard for a growing boy, nevertheless it taught him how
to handle heavy pieces of timber to the best advantage. It was nothing unusual for two
boys not over fourteen years of age to take a pair of heavy timber wheels and load them
with a heavy oak beam and the experience and skill which he gained in handling such heavy

timber later proved of great advantage to Mr. Pardy. It was also impressed upon him
while in the employ of the shipbuilder that even from the point of view of the employer

unjust treatment of employes was a mistake and that the best results could be obtained

by fair dealing and scrupulous consideration of the riglits of the men. During his appren-

ticeship to the building contractor he bought what trade papers he could afford and became

keenly interested in the theoretical as well as the practical phase of the business. Realizing

the close relation of mathematics to the various engineering problems involved in building,

he took up the study of arithmetic and geometry and the knowledge thus gained has been

an important factor in his later success. When nineteen years old he was given charge

of heavy fortification work as foreman for a government contractor in England and a short

time after completing that job he went into business with his brother. For several years

they operated as contractors and met with gratifying success, but at length disao-reed as

to the enlargement of the business. Consequently the partnership was dissolved and Thomas
J. Pardy came to the United States and secured work as a carpenter in New York. While

in that city he was employed on the reconstruction of the Brooklyn Elevated Railroad, the

enlargement of Brooklyn bridge, the erection of a train shed at the Brooklyn end of that

bridge and the construction of the Brooklyn fire department headquarters and also other

important work. This varied experience was just what he needed to round out his knowl-

edge of all phases of construction work. On leaving New York he secured a position as fore-

man for a small contractor and traveled through Massachusetts building frame barns,

during this period taking a correspondence school course in construction. Later he was
foreman for the firm of Peck & McWilliams in Norwich, Connecticut, and in time became

their general superintendent. He left their employ to accept a position as superintendent

for the Torrington Building Company and not long afterward they opened a branch office

in Bridgeport and installed Mr. Pardy here as their general manager. Under his direction

the branch was very successful and secured many large contracts, which were carried out

under his supervision, including the shot tower for the Union Jletallic Cartridge Company,
the new plant of the Whiting Silver Company, buildings for the Connecticut Electric Manu-
facturing Company, for Werdlich Brothers, Barton & Mitcliell, Gaynor & Jlitchell. Warner
Brothers, the Locomobile Company of America, the new plant of tlie Bridgeport Screw
Company, the Poll Theatre and stores, an addition to the plant of Yale & Townei, the

remodeling of the Sagal building, the construction of the stores and office building for the
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Huwk'y Hardware Coinpany, buildings for the Ailing Rubber Company, a parochial school

at iSouth Norwalk, a hi{;h school at Xew Milford, Connecticut, and factory buildings at

Irviiigton, Connecticut.

At length, actuated by the same laudable ambition that had caused him to seek his

fortune in the new world, ilr. I'ardy decided to form a company of his own and on the 1st

of February, lUi3, incorporated the T. J. Pardy Construction Company, his associate in the

establishment of the business being S. T. Hewlett. During the hrst year of its existence

the new concern secured a number of important contracts and the successful completion of

those jobs gave them a good standing as reputable builders and the efficient handling of

the financial end of the business assured them of excellent credit. In September, 1914,

they commenced work on a one-story building for the Union Metallic Cartridge Company

and after the outbreak of the war they were entrusted with the construction of the extensive

jilant of that compan}' oil the south side of Boston avenue. This work was carried on with

unusual speed, the buildings being constructed in record time. This evidence of the efficiency

of the T. J. Pardy Construction Company was an important factor in gaining for it other

large contracts and today it ranks as one of the foremost construction companies in New
England. Since its organization it has constructed Poll's Springfield Theatre, the Walling-

ford school, the Nichols Street school, the Poll block, buildings for the Frisbie Pie Company,

the Compressed Paper Box Company, the Connecticut Brewery Company, D. M. Read Co., the

Lnited Cigar Stores, the Howlands Dry Goods Company, the New York, New Haven & Hart-

ford Railroad Company at Danbury, Tait & Sons, Burns & Bassick, the Royal Equipment

Comjiany, the Bridgeport Brass Company, the Terry Estate, the Brooklawn Country Club,

the Bridgeport Screw Company, the Electric Cable Company, the Bridgeport Steel Company,

tlie Connecticut Electric Company, the Bridgeport Housing Comjiany, the Bridgeport Hydraulic

Company, the American British Manufacturing Company, the Middle Street Realty Company,

the Farist Steel Company, two houses for H. VV. Pardy, the residence of Mrs. J. E. Pardy,

Holy Cross church and Parsons' Foundry. The company has also completed the Dennis job

and the Campbell job at Waterbury and has done work for the Pilling Brass Company at

Waterbury. It has also erected fifty buildings for the Union Metallic Cartridge Company,

five for the Connecticut Chain Company, Inc., seven for the Standard Chain Company and

nine for the American Graphophone Company.

C)ne important factor of the conduct of the company has been its generosity toward

its employes, Mr. Pardy thus applying the lessons which he learned in his boyhood as to the

value of whole-hearted cooperation between the heads of a business and the men working

underi them. He has acted on the principle that the man whom you know is usually of

more use to you than the man whom you do not know and has insisted that this idea be

carried out by liis under executives. The officials of the company from Sir. Pardy down

have taken a great interest in the welfare of the employes and as a result of this liberal

jjolicy the men feel that they are not merely hirelings, but are really a part of the concern

and accordingly give to the company their entire loyalty and the best work of which they

are capable. Besides tlie customary officials there is an executive association, regularly

organized, which meets at least once a month for the discussion of trade subjects and also

for social intercourse. Each year the company gives a bimus in a lump sum to the super-

intendents and foremen, tlie men deciding as to its distribution. Other similar plans are

now under consideration by the executives of the company, which is still further proof that

the company is giving scientific study not only to the problems of production but also to the

question of the equitable distribution of tlie profits. It has been a source of the keenest

satisfaction to Jlr. Pardy that many of the men who have entered the emploj' of the com-

pany in unimportant capacities have risen to positions of responsibility and he has con-

sistently done all within his jiower to further their advancement. He has shown unusual

keenness in his judgment of men and has just cause to be proud of his associates in the

maniiaement of the business. The force of character underlying his quiet, retiring disposi-
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lion, his gift of leaileisliip and liis uiumestioiicd tuclinieal knowledge eonibine to mal<e liim

a leader in his chosen held ol work.

Mr. I'ardy has been married three times. He first wedded Julia Sheppard, of Guernsey,

and they had three childicn: Keta Emily, tlie wile ol J. Bocss, of Bridgeport; Herbert

Walter, who is associated in business with his fatlier; and Elsie Mildred, the wife of C. H.

Blight, who is also eonneeted in business with Mr. I'ardy. The w'ife and mother ]>assed

away in (iuernsey and for his 'sceond wife Mr. Pardy chose Flora N. Agard, of Brimfield,

Massachusetts, who passed away at Norwich, Connecticut, leaving a son, Raymond Corbin,

now at home. Mr. I'ardy has since married .Juliaette Spicer, of Ledyard, Connecticut, a repre-

sentative of one of the old families of this state.

In jiolitics Mr. Pardy is a republican and fraternally he is connected with Corintliian

Lodge, No. 104, A. F. & A. M., with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and also Pioneer

Lodge, Sons of St, George. He belongs to the Bridgeport Club and to the Park Street Con-

gregational church, in which he is a very active and lielpful worker, recognizing and utilizing

tlie opportunities for the promotion of its interests just as readily and ellectively as he has

used the opportunities tliat have come to liim in a business way.

CLIFFORD W. MARSH.

Cliiford W. Marsh, secretary of the Bridgeport I^and & Title Company, was bum in

Bridgeport on the 1st of February, 1SS2, and is a son of Francis W. and Emma C. (Wilson)

Marsh, a sketch of whom appears on other pages in this volume. Clifi'ord W. Marsh

attended the grammar and high schools <if Bridgeport and completed his education at the

Bordentown Military Aca<lemy at Bordentown. New .Jersey. He began his business career

as errand boy for the Bridgeport Land & Title Company in 1900 and was advanced to

secretary of the company in 1912. in which capacity he is still serving.

In 1907 ilr. JIarsh was married in Bridgei)ort to Miss Edith Campbell, a daughter of

Edwin and Martha Campbell. She was born in .Jersey City, New Jersey, but was reared

and educated in Bridgeport. To Mr. and Jlrs. JIarsh have been born two children: Francis

W. and Edward W. In religious faith Mr. and Mrs. Marsh are Presbyterians and she

takes quite an active part in church work. Their home is at No. 1036 Laurel avenue,

Mr, Marsh is a thirty-second degree Mason and is now serving as junior deacon of

Corinthian Lodge. A. F. & A. M. He belongs to Jerusalem Chapter, R. A. M.-, Jerusalem

Council, R. & S. M.; Hamilton Commandery. K. T.; and Pyramid Temple of the Mystic

Shrine: and he is also connected with Bridgeport Lodge, No. 36, B. P. 0. E, By his ballot

he supports the republican party and takes an interest in public affairs.

HORACE A. STAPLES.

The officers of the Bridgeport Brass Company have drawn around them a corps of

most efficient men who are in charge of the various departments, each responsible for the

activities along his certain line and each contributing in considerable measure to the suc-

cess of the whole. Horace A. Staples is well known as superintendent of raw material w ith

this comjiany and stands as a splendid type of the enterprising and progressive young

business men of Bridgeport. He was born in Stockton, Maine, in ISSO, a son of Horace

and Sophia (Clifford) Staples. After attending the public schools in the acquirement of

his preliminary education he entered the Pratt Institute of Brooklyn, New York, and was

there graduated on the completion of the mechanical engineering course with tlie class
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of 1902. At tlie outset of his business career he spent five years as an employe in the

macliine shops of the Arthur Company and the Burlee Dry Dock Company of New York.

Following his graduation from Pratt Institute he became assistant foreman machinist

with the Fore River Shipbuilding Corporation at Quincy, Massachusetts, and subsequently

was appointed to the position of first assistant engineer on the United States destroyer

McDonough, tlius serving during its trial trips. Subsequently he advanced from the

position of third assistant to tliat of first assistant engineer with the Clyde & Ward

Steamship Company. His connection with the Bridgeport Brass Company dates from 190.'),

when lie was ajipointed to the position of production clerk. Later he was made assistant

foreman and those in authority, recognizing his efficiency, ready adaptability and progres-

siveness, called hiui to the position of superintendent of the raw materials department in

January, 1914. He has since acted in that capacity and his work has justified the con-

fidence indicated in him in his promotion.

Mr. Staples has membership with the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the

American Institute of Metals and the Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers,

while aside from his connections along the line of his chosen life work he shows appre-

ciation for the social amenities of life as a member of the Brooklawn Country Club.

JOHN M. MERWIN.

John M. Merwin, auditor of the First Bridgeport National Bank, was born in 1869 in

the city which Is yet his home, a son of Merritt and Margaret (Spencer) Merwin, the

former a native of Oxford, Connecticut, and the latter of Brooklyn, New York. In his

boyhood days the father became a resident of Fairfield county, where he devoted his time

and <'nergies to the occupation of farming.

Liberal educational advantages were given to John M. Merwin, who pursued a course

in the Blair Academy at Blairstown, New Jersey. He made his intial step in the busi-

ness world as an employe of the Bridgeport National Bank, with wliich he became con-

nected in April, 1887. He has since been associated with that institution in one capacity

or another. It is ilow the First Bridgeport National Bank, a strong and reliable institu-

tion conducting all kinds of banking, with a splendid organization and a most capable

personnel. On the 1st of April, 1916, he was called to the position of auditor.

Mr. M(?rwin was married in 1897 to Miss Frances S. Thompson, of Bridgeport, a

daughter of Edmund Thompson. They are members of the Congregational church and

Mr. Merwin belongs also to the Seaside Club. He exercises his right of franchise witliout

regard to party ties, considering the capability of a candidate. In matters of citizenship

his aid and inlluence are always given on the side of progress and advancement and many

progressive movements liave received his earnest support.

CHAKLES II. SPRAOUE, M. D.

Dr. Charles H. Sprague, a practitioner of medicine and surgery with otfice at No. 29

Hanover street, was born at Oreenwich, New York, December 37, 1880, a son of Andrews

T. and Josephine L. (Mansfield) Sprague. both of whom are natives of New Hampshire and

rejiresentatives of old New England families of Revolutionary descent. The father of Dr.

Sprague is a Civil war veteran and mow resides at Winchester, New Hampshire, and the

motlier is also yet living.

Wlien Dr. Sprague was a youtli of fifteen years his parents returned from New York
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to Xew Ilampsliiie and tlioro tlie rciiiainder of his joutli was passed. He was graduated

from the higli school at I'eterboru with the class of ISyu and the following year was grad-

uated from Cushiiig Academy at Ashburnham, Massacliusetts. He then devoted a year to

academic studies in Columbia University, at tlie end of which time he matriculated in the

medical department of Columbia and there won his Jl. IJ. degree in 1904. Immediately after-

ward he came to Bridgeport and spent a year and a half in the Bridgeport Hospital. Since

July, 11)00. he has been in active practice in this city and is now numbered among its most

successful and able physicians, his broad reading and study bringing liim to a point of high

efficiency in medical practice. Public conlidence in liini is attested by the liberal patronage

accorded him and in addition to his large general jiractice he is doing much work in the Bridge-

port Hospital, being a member of its medical stall'. He has membership with the Bridgeport

Medical Society, the Fairfield County Medical Society, the Connecticut State Medical Society

and the American Medical Association.

On tlie 14th of August, 1U07, Dr. Spragiie was married to Miss Emma Bertha White,

who was born in New Hampshire and represents an old colonial family tliat sent its members

to the Revolutionary war. Her father, General D. M. White, was a lieutenant in the Civil

war with Sheridan's Division, Custer's Corps, and became an inspector general in the

Spanish-American war. During President Cleveland's second'administration he was American

consul at Slierbrooke, Canada. His daughter. Mrs. Sjirague. was born at Peterboro, New
Hampshire, and she holds membership with the Daugliters of the American Kevolution. By

her marriage she has become the mother of two sons, Mansfield D. and Charles A., aged

respectively six and two j'ears.

Dr. Sprague finds interest in a game of tennis and is also fond of swimming and lie

belongs to the Young Men's Cliristian Association Tennis Club. He also enjoys football,

baseball and other manly outdoor sports. He is a member of tlie Bridgeport Oratorial Society,

the Seaside Club, the Sons of the American Revolution and tlie Sons of Veterans and his

military experience covers service as a private in tlie Hospital Corps of the Connecticut

National Guard from 1005 until 1908. while at the present time he is a lieutenant in the

Ambulance Company. His activities have all been directed along the line of his profession,

to which he is devoted, counting no effort or sacrifice on his part too great if it will enhance

his knowledge and render his services more effective in checking the ravages of disease.

THOMAS HENRY KENNY.

Thomas Henry Kenny, well known in insurance circles in Bridgeport and also pro[)rietor

of the business which is conducted under the name of the Kenny Motor Car Company at No.

673 Connecticut avenue, is one of Bridgeport's progressive young business men who, alert and

energetic, has readily recognized and improved opportunities. He was born December 27,

1895, the only son of the late Michael A. Kenny, who was a prominent citizen of Bridgeport

for many years. He was born in County Down, Ireland, and after being reared to manhood

in that country spent several years in England, where he was eniployeil on street railways.

He later came to the United States, becoming a resident of Bridgeport at the age of tweniy-

three years. Here he found employment in the old (ilobe Hotel on Water street, owned by

James A. MeGuinness. He had reached this city with a cash capital of but ten dollars and

was therefore obliged to accept any employment that presented in order to gain a start.

Later he established a retail liquor store, which he conducted at No. i:i22 Stratford avenue

and afterward at other points. He married Joanna Halligan, of New York city, who was

also born in Ireland but in early girlhood accompanied her parents to tlu' United States.

Their marriage was celebrated in 1894 and they became parents of live children: Thomas

Henry, Anna Marie, Margaret Josephine, Agnes Cecelia and Mary Louise. The daughters all
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live with their motlier at tlie family home at No. 432 Seaview avenue. For many years prior

to his death Michael A. Kenny was prominently identified with real estate and insurance

interests in Bridgeport in addition to the retail liquor business. All of his commercial

ventures prospered and he left a comfortable competence to his widow and children when in

1914 he passed away at the age of fifty-two years. He was a democrat and was prominent

in both city and state politics. He served as a director of public works under the Buck-

ingham administration and was also a member of the democratic city and state committees.

Thomas Henry Kenny, the eldest child and only son of the family, attended the Bridge-

port public schools and also Leonard Hall, a preparatory school of southern Maryland,

where he pursued his studies for two and one-half years. While there he played on the

baseball team in the outfield. He was also a student in Allegheny College for a time. He

left Leonard Hall before the time of graduation, however, owing to his father's death,

although he had practically completed the three years' course in the two and one-half years

which he there spent. He at once took charge of his father's business, managing the real

estate and insurance interests as well as the retail liquor store at No. 1322 Stratford avenue.

It is located in a three-story frame building which was erected by Michael Kenny in 1908.

Thomas H. Kenny assists his mother in the management of the large estate which was left

by the father and of which the mother was made administratrix. He has also branched

out in independent lines, having in 1917 established the Kenny Motor Car Company of

Bridgeport, in connection with which he erected a splendid concrete garage at No. 673

Connecticut avenue, with a capacity of about sixty cars. He has the agency for the

American Six, which was designed by Louis Chevrolet and is built by the American Motor

Car Company of Plainfield, New .Jersey.

On the 8th of December, 1916, Mr. Kenny was married to Miss Epiphany Sorgi, a

daughter of Dr. Anthony Sorgi, a well known physician of Stamford, Connecticut. They are

members of St. Mary's Roman Catholic church. Mr. Kenny is an active business man and

finds his chief diversion in tennis and motoring. He is bent upon the attainment of success

through close application and indefatigable energy and is thus laying the foundation for a

growing fortune.

DAVID BOUGHTON WASON, M. D.

Dr. David Boughton Wason, physician and surgeon of Bridgeport, his native city, was

born .hily 28, 187K, a son of Captain William J. Wason, a sea captain, who was also a native

of Bridgeport and a representative of one of its oldest families. He married Sarah E.

O'Conner and both are still residents of this city.

During the infancy of their son David, however, the parents removed to Staten Island,

where his boyhood days were passed, and there he pursued his education in the public and

high schools. He afterward spent two years in a preparatory school at Haverford,

Pennsylvania, and for a year studied in the Pennington Seminary of New .Jersey. With

broad literary learning to serve as the foundation upon Avhich to rear the superstructure

of professional knowledge, be next entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New-

York, from which he was graduated in 1900. He put his theoretical knowledge to the

practical test as interne in the Bridgeport Hosjutal from 1900 until 1902 and since the latter

date has been engaged in active private practice, although he still remains on the staff

of the Bridgeport Hospital in connection with the obstetrical department. He has ever

been verv jirompt, capable and conscientious in the performance of his professional duties.

In 1907 Dr. Wason was united in marriage to Miss Agnes S. Roberts, a graduate nurse

of the Brido-eport Hospital. She was burn in Lucknow, India, tlie daughter of an English

army officer, and they have one son, David Fairdiild, born .July 29. 1912. Dr. Wason turns
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to literature and to iiuisie for recreation and displays diseriniinating tastes in botli art lines.

Fraternally he is a Mason and an Odd Fellow. In April, lUU. he was aetive in the organiza-

tion of the Ambulance Corps of tlie Fourth Regiment, I'oiuiecticut Home Guard, in which
corps he lias the rank of captain, lie votes with tlie republican party and keeps well

informed on the questions and issues of the day. He was city pliysiciau for eleven years
and he keeps iiv touch with tlie trend of modern thought and progress along professional

lines tlirough his connection witli tlie Hi iclycport, tlie Fairtield County and the Connecticut

State Medical Societies and the Ainericmi Medical Association. His jirofessional worth
is attested by the liberal practice accorded him. and he has made a place for himself iu

medical circles that many an older practitioner iiii^ht well eiivv.

WILLI A.\l F. I'OTTKR.

William S. Potter, superintendent of transjiortation witli the Bridgeport Brass Company,
thus lias cliarge of interests which contribute in considerable measure to the success of the
enterprise. It has always been a recognized fact tliat satistied patrons are the best advertise-

ment, and there would be no satisfaction were shipments delayed and goods undelivered at a
promised time. The transportation department, therefore, is one that has not a little to

do witli the growth of the undertaking. Mr. Potter, recognizing the responsibility tliat

devolves upon him, has proven himself adeiiuate to the demands of duty.

He was born at Great Xeck, Long Island, February 3, 1860, a son of John L. and Marv
iBudili Potter. After acquiring a public school education he was employed for eight years
in a grocery store at Garden City. Long Island, after whicli he went to Xewark, New .Jersey,

where u'v engaged in the wholesale grocery business. At the age of twenty-two years he
began learning the mason's trade and construction work, together with the assembling and
equipment of furnaces, and eventually he embarked in business on his own account alon"
those lines. He came to Bridgeport in 1883 and after ten years he again began working for

others, but in the meantime he had assisted in building the furnaces for the Bridgeport

Malleable Iron Company and also laid out a big mill for the Xew Haven Rolling ilill Com-
pany. For a few years he went upon the road as a traveling salesman, handling tire brick,

and on tlie 27th of February, 1899, he entered the employ of the Bridgeport Brass Company
as foreman in the metal dejiartment. Later he assisted in organizing the stores department,

of which he became gener;il manager, and about 191)2 he was also made manager of the

traffic department in addition to his duties in the other connection. He now has aljout one
hundred and forty people under him in the two departments and the work is most carefully-

systematized anil wisely directed, so that there is no loss of time. He has a wonderful

memory for detail and knows to a nicety what is to be found in the stores department

or the best methods of making shipments.

In 188.3 Jlr. Potter was joined in wedlock to INIiss Mary E. Silvernale, of ilillertou. Xew
York, by whom he has three children, namely: Hazel C.. who is the wife of Louis Ginand;

C'erta. who gave her linnil in marriage to A. W. fiunn. of Bridgeport; and William Lisle, who
is in the service of tlie tele])hone company. The parents attend the Methodist church and
politically Mv. Potter gives his support to the democratic party at national elections but

otherwise casts an independent ballot. His home is one of the historical old spots of Xew
England, once occupied by George Washington, and around it cluster many interesting tales

dating back to early colonial days. It is Xo. 148 among those mentioned by Helen

Harrison in the series of Historic Houses in Bridgeport and vicinity, and in .Stratford has

always been referred to as the Moses Wheeler place. The land on which it stands was leased

to the tirst Moses Wheeler about the middle of the seveiitcentli century. Tliis structure was
built in the substantial manner of those old houses and a number of flu' features found in
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tliat old-time coiistiiR-tidii liuvi' Ikhii preserved in its modernization, which inchides the

introduction of steam lieat and electric light. Mr. Potter came into possession of the prop-

erty in iyi5 and has since resided there.

CHARLES EDWARD EISENMAN.

Charles Edward Eisenman, a prominent contractor of Bridgeport, is one of the younger

men who have already made a name for themselves. He is a native son of the city and his

birth occurred on the 16th of April, 1885. His father, Clmrles Eisenman, was born in Germany

in September, 1857, but was brought by his parents to Bridgeport when he was but six

months old. He attended the public schools here but at the age of twelve years went to

work for tlie Sjiring Perch Company, maiuifacturers of springs, with which concern his

father was also connected. Charles Eisenman remained with that company continuously

for more tlum twenty years, or until his deatli in August, 1891. He married ilarie Ramstetter,

who was born in Poughkeepsie, New York, on the 21st of June, lS(i3. a daughter of I^orenz

Ramstetter. a native of Cermany. He was born in 1821 and was therefore thirty-five years of

ane wlien in 1851) he emigrated to the United .States. He took up his residence in Rochester,

Xew York, and was employed by the Bartholamay Brewery Company of that city until 1850,

when lie removed to Poughkeepsie, where he established the Ramstetter Brewery, of which

he retained the controlling interest until his demise in 1879. His wife was in her maiden-

hood Miss Elizabeth Oberst and was born in Germany in 1832. In 1848 she came to the

United States and resided in Xew York city until her marriage in 1857. Following the

death of her husliaiid she removed to Bridgeport, Connecticut, where in 1883 her daughter

JIarie was united in marriage to Charles Eisenman. Besides our subject three children of

this marriage reside in Bridgeport, the others being Leo Cecil, Francis George and Marie

Elizabeth.

Charles E. Eisenman received his early education in tlie graded schools of Bridgeport

and also attended for a time the Bridgeport high school and the Bridgeport Training School,

but when only fifteen years of age began serving an apprenticeship at the mason's and brick-

layer's trade with the firm of Schindler & Noonan. which erected a nutaber of the school

bnihlings and fire houses in Bridgeport. After completing his course as an apprentice he was

emjdoyed by dill'erent contractors throughout the state and when nineteen years of age

was made foreman of mason work for the H. Wales Lines Company and in that capacity

had charge of the nuisonry in the construction of such buildings as the Crane \alve Com-

pany's galvanizing building, the Yost Typewriter Company's power plant, an addition to the

plant of the Locomobile Company, the olfice buihling of the Automatic Machine Company,

tlie silver shop for the E. H. H. Smith Comjiany. Horticultural Hall at The Storrs Agricultural

College at Storrs, Connecticut, and E. M. .Jennings' garage. He remained with the H.

Wales Lines Company until March. 1911, when he started in the contracting business

independently. His first joli was the construction of the office building, jiower house and

mill for The Schwarz Brothers Company and later contracts which he has filled have called

for the building of a mill and jiower house for the .Tones Fixture Company, the Slierman

block on State street, the Vincent Brothers block, including the Stmlio Theatre, the Hunt-

ington school at Stratford, Logan Brothers' warehouse at Housatonie avenue and Lumber

street, said to be the largest and best equipped warehouse and cold storage building of its

kind in the state, the Swedish Congregational church on Laurel avenue, the .Jennings Bachelor

Apartments "The ilorehouse" on Pequonnock street, which is the only building of its kind

in the city, and the interior work on "The Oaks" for .Jonathan (iodfrey, of Brooklawn. At

the present time (19171 Jlr. Eisenman has under construction the Charles D. Davis residence

at I'.rooklav II. the Everett residence at I-^iirfield. the Adams residence on Park avenue, the
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Kacsmuim block on Kast .Main stri'rt. tlii.' .MciHli'lisuliii block on .\[aiii sti'i/rt, a laiyc pasteur-

izing buikliiis for tlic Mitc-hcll Dairy C_'om]iaiiy and tlu' Swrdisli Mi'tlioilist ICi-iisfupal cliurcli

on Iranistan avenue. Tlio number and ini|Jortanee of tlie eontraets wliieli luive been awarded

liim is sullieient evidence of liis tliorougli understanding of tlie teelinieal filiases of tlie

business, of liis executive aliility and liis ic-|intat ion lor lioiiest work and straightforward

dealing. iJnring the busy season h<> eniploys an average of one liundred and tliirty men.

Mr. Eisennum was married on tlie sth of .lannary, I'Jlls. to .Miss Clara Frances IJobry,

a daughter of the late John Dobry and Katherine Dobry, a resident of Bridgeport. To this

union have been born three children. Chark'S .John, Albert Cecil and Katherine Frances.

Mr. Eisennum is a member of ,St. Joseph's Koman Catholic church, belongs to 8t.

Joseph's Sick Benetit Association and is connected frateiiially with the Elks, the Foresters

and the Eagles. He is also a member of tjn' .Master liuilders' Exchange and is a careful

student of everything aU'ecting the contracting business. An important element in his

success has been his skill in aii|ilying the basic principles of all business to the particular

problems that liave confronted liim and at all times lie lias shown liiniiself alert and resourceful.

E.SLEY \V. DrXNl.Xt;.

Eslev W. Dunning, supcinitcnilnit of liradstieet's Agency in ISridgeport. is a native

of Tashita, Fairfield county, his natal day being (October 15. Ifiti:,. His father, (iranville

E. Dunning, was born in Tashua, September KJ, ]h:!4, and the grandfather, Granville Dun-

ning, Sr., was likewise a native of that place. He became a boot manufacturer but at

the time of the \A'ar of 1812 put aside business considerations to defend American inter-

ests. He diid at the age of eighty-seven years but his son ami namesake, (iranville E.

Dunning, is still living, hale and hearty at the age of eighty-three years. Throughout

his active business life he engaged in the manufacture of boots, taking up the business

when boots were made much more commonly than shoes. During the Civil war. however,

lie made shoes for the Union soldiers. He married Georgiana Sherman, a daugliter of

Alonzo Sherman, «lio was a farmer, author and lecturer and was a direct descendant ot

Roger Sherman, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, ilrs. Dunning was

born at Long Hill, Fairfiidd county, in 1S.S6 and jiassed away in l'.)15, at the age of

seventy-nine.

Esley W. Dunning was reared on a faim in Tashua and pursued liis education under

the direction of private tutors but put aside his textbooks when fourteen years of age

and found employment in his father's boot and shoe factory, which had previously been

established in Bridgeport. The factory was conducted under the name of Couch & Wisner,

Granville E. Dunning being a third partner. Later the business was incorporated under

tile name of the Wisner Slioe Company, with George E. Lounsbury as president and (iran-

ville E. Dunning as vice president and general manager, after which the business was

removed from its former location on Fairfield avenue to the foot of Wall street. It was

during the piesideiicy of Mr.. Lounsbury that he also served as governor of (.'onnectieut.

Esley \\ . Drinning was emiiloyed in the factory between the ages of fourteen and

twenty-one years. He began at the bottom and mastered all the ditiereiit processes of

shoe and boot making. At the outset his duties included the sweeping of the office and

service as errand boy. By the time he had attained his majority lie was familiar with all

departments of the business and had developed expert skill. In 1SS4, however, he left the

company and went to Detroit, where he spent three years, being actively cimnected with

the grain business. In 18S7 he returned to Bridgeport and resumed his connection with

the Wisner Shoe Company. Three years later he purchaseil an interest in a silver man-

ufacturing plant, of which he remained one ot the owners fiu- sex<>n years. He then
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btTiime seert'tary and i'\i>i)it iiianagcT of the Barker Silver L'omiiany with oUiees in Maii-

iiattan and tactory at Brooklyn, New York. Later they purchased factory property at

ililford, Connecticut, and removed thc> factory there. Mr. Dunning was afterward made

receiver of tlie ililford business and eventually reorganized the undertaking, becoming

treasurer and general manager of a new corporation and so continuing until the plant was

sold. .Mr. Dunning then returned to Bridgeport and for several years was engaged in

giving expert advice and information to manufacturers, but about a decade ago he entered

upon his present res|ion^ible position as superintendent of the Bridgeport Bradstreet

Agency, a position for which lie was [leculiarly lifted. From the start he has held the

position of superintendent, his caiiability being at once recognized.

In 18'JO ilr. Dunning was united in marriage to iliss Marietta Courier, of Bridge-

jiort. a daughter of W. W. Courter. a well known citizen here. Mrs. Dunning belongs to

the Dauglitcrs of the American Revolution and on both the paternal and maternal sides

Jli. Dmining is eligible to nuMnbershiii with tlie Sons. They have become parents of one

child, .Slierman C, who is a graduate of the Bliss Klectrical School of Washington, D. C,

and is now an electrical engineer, holding a good position witli the Tabulating Machine

Company of New York city in its office at Hartford, Connecticut. Mr. Dunning has had

broad experience along business lines and is notably alert, progressive, enterprising and

tactful—<|ualities which have splendidly ecpiipped him for his responsible position as

superintendent of tlie Bradstreet Agency at Bridgel"irt.

ADOLPH KREGLIXG

Adolph Kregling, pre--ident of the Bridgeport Piston Ring (.omiiany, was born in

(Iciniaiiy in 1874 and since 1.S92 has made his home in Bridgeport. He learned the macliin-

isfs trade in his native country and his entire life activity has been directed along that

line. He has hail broad nierlianical experience, serving as general foreman tor a time with

the Automatic ilachini' Company, and for eighteen years he was with various concerns

as a master mechanic, throughout wdiich period he was continually adding to his knowledge

an<l elliciency. At length he became one of the promoters of the Bridgeport Piston Ring

Cnni|iany. which was established in 191o and was incorjiorated in I'JKi with .Mr. Kregling

as the jiresideiit and treasurer. Karl Bitzer as vice president and A. \\". Palmer, secretary.

The business was located on Third street, near Connecticut avenue, and in I'.llti they built

a new factory, a one story and basement structure, forty by one hundred feet. They

griiiil cylinders and manufacture various kinds of pistons and piston rings, employing ten

skilled mechanics. Their product is sohl throughout the southern and eastern parts of

the United States, the purchasers being largely dealers and jobbers. The business has

continuously grown and devidoped in the ]iast four years and their tradi' relations are

constantlv broadening.

KARL BITZEK.

Karl Bitzer, the vice president of the Bridgeport Piston Ring Company, came to

Bridgeport in his boyhood days and learned the machinist's trade with the Bullard Machine

Tool Company, in whicli connection he gained com|irehensive and thorough knowledge of

woik along that line. Later he was made foreman of the American-British Company and

afterward became connected with the Automatic Machine Company, which advanced him

to the position of general foreman. He became connected with the Bridgeport Piston Ring
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Company upon its organization and is now its si'cond ollicer, in wliiuh (.-onnrition hu la

bending liis ellorts to tlic devidopnicnt of the business along substantial lines, making it

one of tile reliable indvistrial entei|irises of the eity.

KOY E. TL THILL, I). IJ. S.

The well ecpiipiied denial olliee of Dr. Kuy K. TulhiU is the visible evidence of his

ability and skill in praetiei', Bridgeport classing him with the able representatives of the

dental profession. He was born in Orient, Long Island, November 22, 1879, a sou of

CajitaiiL Koswell H. Tnthill, who was likewise born in Orient, where he still resides. He

is widely known on eastern Long Island as a prominent fisherman. The grandfather, Lewis

Tuthill, also made his home at Orient. The mother of Dr. Tutliill was in her maidenhood

Fannie L. Fournier, whose father was a French sea captain. Tlie Tuthill family, however,

comes of English ancestry and was represented in the Kevolutionary war, the great-grand-

father of Dr. Tuthill having served as an officer in the Continental army.

Dr. Tuthill attended the pnlilic schools of Itricnt until he reached the age of si.xteen

years, wlien he came to Bridgeport and learned tlie tool maker's trade uith the Ameri-

can A; British Manufacturing Company, a concern tliat nuikes guns—six pounders and

smaller ones—for the United (States army and navy. He spent three years at that work

and afterward was employed at tool making in various places in Bridgeport for six years.

In I'.lOi he entered the New York College of Dentistry, in whicli he spent three years, and

was graduated with the 1). 1). S. degree in 1907. .Since that time he has been in active

practice in Bridgeport and during the past five years has been located at No. 10 Wasli-

ington avenue as the associate of Dr. A. C. Fones.

On the 18th of June, 11)07, Dr. Tuthill was nuirrie<l to Miss Harriet Augusta Fones

and they have a daughter. Elizabeth Colleen, who was born February 12, I'.ill. Tliey are

well known socially. Dr. Tuthill holding membership in the Seaside and Weatogue Clubs.

He also belongs to the Bri<lgeport Dental Society, the Connecticut and the National Dental

Societies and the Northeastern Dental Society and in the first named has been honored

with liie presidency. He holils to a high standard of professional ethics and in his practice

has made steady progress along the lines leading to sulistantial and creditable success.

FREDERICK F. WHITEHEAD.

The progress and improvement of a city depends in large measure upon its real estate

activities, especially in the lield of development of subdivisions and of eity properties,

and it is to this line of real estate business that the Whitehead-.Jones C'ompan_y of Bridge-

port, of which Frederick F. Whitehead is the president, is largely devoted. He was born

in Yorkshire, England, January 15, 1856. His parents there spent their entire lives, his

father. Francis Wliitehead, being a house decorator who lived in the village of I'raniham,

near the home of "Black Tom" Fairfax, one of the generals wlio fought in the Wars of

the Roses. The mother of F. F. Whitehead bore the maiden name of Elizabetli Dobson.

In the village of Bramhani, Frederick F. Whitehead spent the days of his youth and

acipiired his education. He afterward learned the trade of a painter and decorator there

under his father's direction and became an expert house decorator, his services being in

demand in a large territory in the vicinity of Bramham. He continued with his lather

in this business until he reached the age of twenty-eight years, at which time the father

retired, later spending his days in Southport. England, in the enjoyment of the fruits of liis
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former toil ;uul tlicre |i;issing away a low years ago. At length Frederick F. WliiteheaJ

determined to try liis fiirtuiie in America and in ISSiS, when tliirty-two years of age. crossed

tlie Atlantic, after which he spent several years in New Vorlc city engaged in the business

of house decorating and paper hanging. Kemoving to New Rochelle, New York, it was

there that lie first turned his attention to tlie real estate business. In 1903 he became a

resident of .Soutli Xorwalk. Connecticut, where lie liad purchased a tract of twenty-eight

acres on Xorwalk Harbor. He developed the tract, calling it Harbor View Beach, and he also

developed Gibson Terrace at South Xorwalk and other smaller tracts. He has been a real

estate o]icrator and <leveloper in tlic Bridgeport field for the past si.x years but did not

take u|i his jiernument abode in tlie city until 1U15, when he purcliased his present home at

tlie corner ol Gilman street and Fairfield avenue. Before his removal to Bridgc[iort. how-

ever, the Wliitehead-Jones Company had come into existence, his partner being Walter S.

.Jones, of i>outh X'orwalk, wlio has since passed away, ilr. Whiteliead then succeeding to

the presidency of the company. The firm was organized for tlie purpose of developing eity

properties in South Xorwalk, .Stamford and Bridgeport and has opened up several important

traits, including Residence Park of si.xty-iive acres, Mlleneuve of about twenty-four acres,

Columbus Park of twelve acres and others. He is now opening up several other tracts in

I he vicinity of Bridgeport and through his efforts unsiglitly vacancies have been transformed

into attractive residence districts utilized for the expansion of tlie city, which in recent

years has had a marvelous growth.

ilv. Whitehead has been married twice. Before leaving England he wedded Kmily

(iower, who died in Xew Rochelle, Xew York, when about twenty-foiu' years of age. A year

later he wedded Jennie Gibson Brothertmi. of Chester Park, a suburb of New Rochelle.

A son of the first marriage, William Whitehead, now holds a good position in a motor

car factory of Detroit, Michigan. The two children of the present marriage are Charles

(iibson and .lennie Gibson, both at home. Fraternally Mr. Whitehead is an Elk and the

religious faith of himself and wife is indicated in their membership in St. George's Episcopal

church. Mr. Whitehead has made three visits back to England since first coming to the

United States, although the last was made more than twenty years ago, ere the death

of his jiarents. He has never had occasion to regret his determination to come to the new

world, for here he found business opportunities which he sought and in their utilization

has steadily advanced. As he has taken a forward step, a broader outlook has opened before

him and he has utilized the advantages which have been presented with the result that

he is today recognized as one of the leading and prosperous real estate dealers of Bridge-

port.

HERBERT F. STENSTREAM.

Herbert I'. Stenstri^am, conducting a growing and ]irofitable business under the name

of the H. F. Stenstream Comjiany, ]dumbing contractors, was born in Gloucester, Massa-

chusetts, in 1881, a sou of Charles and Huhla (Hanson) Stenstream. The father, who long

sailed the ocean as a ca|itain, was at length lost at sea in 1890, but the mother still

survives.

Herbert F. Stenstream was one of a family of five children. He acquired a high school

education and afterward learned the plumbing trade, subsequent to which time he embarked

in business on his own account. Later he sold out and removed to Bridgeport, where in

1909 he purcliased an interest in tlu' X*. B. Curtis Company, which was incorporated in 1914.

The business was organized in 1877 by Curtis Brothers, who remained in active connection

therewith for a long period, X. B. Curtis retiring in 1915. At a recent date the stockholders

decided to change the name from tin' X. H. Curtis Company to the H. F. Stenstream Company,
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niiiliT wliic'li style tlu' business is mow ediidurUMl. 'i'lie present ollieers are II. F. Steir^treiuii,

[iresiilent and treasurer, ami .\l. I. Stenstream, secretary. Tlie former iiaii l)eeti a partner

in tlie Imsiness for si.v years ami liecanie seeretary and vice president at tlie time of tlie

ineorpoiation. At length he sueeeedcd to the interest of Mr. Curtis, beeominji; cliief owner of

the enterprise. Their plant is loeated at Xo. 4(i Kossuth street, where tliey occupy a huildin;,'

forty-tive by seventy-five feet, devoted to plumt)ing, sheet metal work and steam fittint;.

They employ fifteen sl<illed meelianies and fifteen lielpers and sometimes tlieir force is

increased beyond that number. Tliey liave done the ]dunibing for the Empire Tlu'atre ami

many of tlie large apartment houses of tlie city, also for the Birdsey-Somers plant and tlie

Connecticut car barns. One of the contracts awarded the company was for the installation

of the plumbing in thirty houses on Parrott avenue. Their business increased one hundred

p(>r cent in 191f) and the growth of their |iatronage is due to the excellent work wliioh

they turn out, the president of the company being thoroughly skilled in every brancli of the

trade and thus well able to direct the efforts and activities of those in his emiiloy. His

high standing in trade circles is indicated by the fact that he has been elected to the presi-

dency of the Master Plumbers' Association of Bridgeport. He is also the president of the

JIutual Investers of Bridgeport. Connecticut, which he founded. He resides at 223 Bronx

avenue, where he erected an attractive cottage.

In 1907 Mr. Stenstream was united in marriage to Jliss Mary Wonson. a daughter

of Herman Wonson, of Gloucester, Massachusetts, and they have tlirei' children. Charles

Robert. Marjorie and Mildred. The family attend the Olivet church.

Mr. Stenstream liohls membei>.lii]i in the Independent Order of Odd F(dIows and the

Benevolent Protective Order of KIks and he gives his iiolitical allegiance to tlie republican

party, feeling tliat its ]ilatform contains the best elements of good government. In his busi-

ness career he has steadily worked his way upward, advancing step by step as he has

mastered the trade and gaining elliciency from experience and increased power from his con-

tinuous activitv.

H. A. PHILIPS.

On the list of Bridgejiort's ])rominent manufacturers appears tlie name of H. A. Philips,

now the vice president and assistant treasurer of Alb. & E. Henkels. Incorporated. He is of

Cierman birth and after acijuiring a public school education became connected with the lace

making trade in the fatherland. He has resided in the United States, however, since 1904

and was here engaged in lace making until 19U9, when he joined Max Henkels in organizing

the Alb. & E. Henkels Company, which established the business that has grown from small

proportions to one of the large productive industries of the city. From the beginning Mr.

Philips has had voice in the management of this concern, Iiis long experience in the lare

making trade giving him a knowledge of the business that makes his opinions largely

authoritative. The industry is imleed a valuable addition to the manufacturing interests

of Bridgeport, where it has now been in successful operation for eight years.

JOHN J. MYERS. D. D. S.

Dr. John J. Myers, successfully practicing dentistry in the Security building in Bridge-

port, was born in Wallingford. Connecticut. February 6, 1883, a son of John J. and Catherine

(Kane) Myers. The father, who was a business man of Wallingford. is now deceased, but

the mother still makes her home there.
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Dr. Myers, tlieir only son, was leared in his native city and in tlie attainment of liis

education passed tlirougli consecutive grades to the high school, from wliieh lie was grad-

uated in 1SU8. He afterward attended the dental department uf tlic L'niversity of Pennsyl-

vania and on the comiiletiun of tlie prescribed course was graduated in I'.MJIJ with the D. D. S.

degree. He has since practiced in Bridgeport, and has won a very creditable and sub-

stantial measure of success. He holds membership in the Briilgeport, the Connecticut State

and the National Dental [Societies and also the Xortlieastern Dental .Society.

Dr. ]M3'ers is connected with the I'si Omega, a dental fraternity, ami ahso with the

University of Pennsylvania Alumni Association of Connecticut. He finds his chief recreation

in motoring and he belongs to the Seaside Clulj. In lodge circles he is known as a member

of the Elks and of the Knights of Columbus, tlie latter drawing its membership only from

the Roman Catholic church, which is an indication of Dr. Myers' religious faith.

JOHN W. SKEKIXUS.

Jolin W. Seekings. secretary-treasurer of the Bridgeport Screw Company, is thus

actively connected with the management of an industry which in its equipment largely

stands as a type of the )aest factory conditions, and in tlie development of the business

he is displaying those qualities of energy and keen iliscrimination wliirli lead to substantial

success. He is a native of the south of England and in young manhood became a resident

of Montreal, Canada, where he entered the employ of the Dominion Wire Company, in which

connection he worked liis way steadily upward until he became secretary. In this connection

he thoroughly acquainted himself with every feature of the wire business. In 11)11 \V. H.

Farrell, >the president of the Dominion Wire ilanufacturing Comjiany, removed to Bridge-

port to establish the Bridgejiort Sciew Loiiipany. Mr. Seekings came to this city also and

was made secretary and treasurer of tlie Bridgeport corporation. Identified with the

industry from its inception he took charge of the work of organization that has led to the

building -ind equipment of one of the Hnest and most modern factories not only of New
England but of the country.

ilr. Seekings lias a wife and three children, Kathleen, Eileen and Kenneth, all at home.

The family attend the Catholic church. Mr. Seekings is preeminently a business man con-

centrating his energies and attention largely upon the interests of the factory, and his

initative and progressive measures have constituted an important feature in the growth of

the undertaking. ^Moreover, his ability is attested by the fact that upon the establishment

of this plant the president of this company, W. H. Karrell, for whom he had worked in

Montreal for a number of years, sought his cooperation in the nesv enterprise.

WALTER (iRAXDAGE, D. D. S.

A well equipjied office indicates the progressive s]iirit and methods which characterize

the ]irofessional work of Dr. Walter Grandage. one of the younger members of the dental

profession in Bridgeport. He was born in Rockville, Connecticut, December '2i>. ISlil, and

is the eldest son of Herbert and Sabina (Hanson) Grandage, who are now residents of

Stratford. Connecticut, but are natives of England, where they were acquainted ere coming

to the new world. They were married, however, on Staten Island after crossing the Atlantic.

Dr. (irandage spent his youthful days in Derby, Connecticut, and completed a high

school course there by graduation with the class of 1910. During that period he belonged

t" the football tiMui. the basket ball team and the baseball team of the high school, manifest-
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ing much iiiU'ivst in allileties anil manly ijntiioor sports. Jlc played hill liauk on tin- lo.jt-

ball team, wliieh l(i>l (nily one ffann- dnrinj; the two years of the Doctor's connection theie-

with. In the fall of I'.IKI he entered the I'hiladelphia Dental College, in which he spent tliree

years and was graduated there with the U. U, S. degree as a member of the class ot I'.il.;,

Since then he has been engaged in active practice. After spending a few moutlis at N.-iv

Haven he removed to Bridgeport in November, lyi3, and has since remained in this city,

where he is now accorded a line i)ractice that is constantly growing in volume and importance.

He is a member of the City, State and National Dental Societies and thus keeps abreast

with the trend of modern professional thought and investigation.

On the 2d of November, 1914, Dr, Grandage was married to Miss Doris Allerton, then

of Bridgeport but a native of Leeds, Kngland, having come witli her mother to the United

Slates in 1911. Dr, tirandage is fond of nuitoring, of athletics, of boating and fishing.

While a student in the Philadelphia Dental (Adlege he jdayed on the first baseball and
football teams which the college ever liad, being half back on the latter and second base-

man with the former. He has always been an advocate of manly outdoor sports, recogniz-

ing their value as liealth-giving agencies as well as a source of pleasure and recreation.

ALBERT C. WH.LSON.

Albert C. Willson. general agent for ( i.iniecticut ol the Berkshire Life Insurance Com-
pany of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, was born in Xew York city on the 1st of Xovembei,
1873. His father is the Rev. Charles A. Willson. a clergyman of the ilethodist Episcopal

church at present occupying a pastorate in central Xew York, where he has spent about
forty years in the ministry. His motlier. who died in 1886, was Mary Catherine (Shawl
Willson. Jiotli parents were of ]';nglish lineage. Mr. Willson has one brother. Lemuel C.

Willson. of Ltica. Xew York, who is in the investment securities business, and two sisters,

Mrs, Lulu Jepson and Mrs. Maud Andrews, both of Rochester, Xew York.

Mr. Willson's boyhood was spent, for the most part, in the central part of Xew York
state. He prepared for college at Cazenovia Seminary, the oldest Methodist school in the

country, graduating in 1894 in tlie classical course. Being unable, rmaiicially, to continue
his education in college, he started teaching school in Stamford, Connecticut, Meeting with
success from the outset, he determined to make public school education his life work. He
was shortly called to the principalship of the Xoroton grammar school and after several

years in this position he resigned in 1903 in order to more completely equiji himself for the

work in which he was engaged by attendance at Teachers" College, Columbia C'niversity,

Xew Y'ork. He graduated from college in 1906 ivith the Baclielor of Science degree. Special

work in education gave him also the Bachelor's Diploma in School Supervision. Upon
graduation he was elected superintendent of schools and principal of the Staple's hiuh schocd

at Westport, Connecticut, The following year he was oft'ered the position of .supervisint;-

principal of the Havemeyer school of (ireenwich, Connecticut, which he aec-epted because of

the larger salary and more extended opportunities that it offered. During tliis incumbency,
which lasted about six years, he continued his college work by attendance at Saturday
classes and summer sessions at Columbia University, Xew York, completiny in 1909 all

the requirements for the Master of Arts Degree and the Master's Diploma in Educational
Administration. The subject of his thesis for the Master's degree was -Town ilanagenu-nt
of Schools in Connecticut." This was largely a statistical study comparing the old district

system of school management with the consolidated or town system. This article lias been
reproduced in one of the educational magazines published by Columbia University. The
schools of Greenwich were at the time operating under the district form of management,
but through Mr. Willson's initiative and direction this was superseded in 1909 by the more
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modern and efficient town system. Tlie high rank since attained by them has amply justi-

fied his labors in this fiehl.

After spending sixteen years in educational work, it seemed best to him to seek a

more lucrative occupation tlum school teaching in order that he might more adequately

provide for the rapidly increasing needs of a growing family. He therefore resigned his

position in Greenwich and entered the life insurance business, in which he has already

been unusually successful, and he has every reason to look forward with confidence to the

future.

Mr. Willson maintains an independent course in politics. He is a member of the State

Life Underwriters Association, the National Life Underwriters Association and the National

Educational Association. He is also a member of the Seaside Club of Bridgeport, Con-

necticut, of which he is a governor. He and his family are members of the United Congrega-

tional church.

In 1902, Mr. Willson was married to Miss Susie Silliman, of Darien, Connecticut, a

member of a family that has been prominent in the political and business life of Fairfield

county for many years. Five children have been born of this union : Albert Clark, fourteen

years of age; Esther Silliman, twelve: Helen Aileen, ten; Mary (atlierine. eight; and Robert

Silliman, four; all of whom are in school, except the last named.

CHRISTIAN HANSEN.

Christian Hansen. pro])rietor of a brass foiuidrv. with which business he has been con-

nected since 1908, l)ecame a resident of Bridge]iort five years prior to that time. He was

born in Dennuirk. .July 14. 1S7.5, a son of Augu^t and Sophia (Cliristianscn) Hansen. Tlie

father died in Denmark, after whicli the mother brought her son Christian to the new world

and later was married in this country to Lawrence Hansen.

Reared in his mother's liome. Christian Hansen became a pupil in the public schools, and

when his textbooks were put aside took up the study of steamtitting and engineering, which

work he mastered as an employe in shops at New Britain and Stamford. In 1903 lie removed

to Bridgeport and in 190.S, in connection with his uncle, Amos Hansen, opened a brass

foundry at the foot of Union avenue. The partnership existed until 1912, when the uncle

was called to his final rest and since that time Mr. Hansen of this review has been sole

])roprietor of the business, which he has developed along substantial lines, carefully watching

each detail iind all indications jKiintiiig to success, so that liis efforts have been far-reaching

and resultant.

Mr. Hansen was united in nuirriage to iliss Nellie O'Connell. of Great Barrington, Massa-

chusetts, who (lied in December, 191,j, leaving two children, Jerome and Genevieve. Mr.

Hansen has led a quiet and uneventful but altogetlier active and useful live, and whatever

success he has achieved is attributable entirely to liis own intelligently directed efforts and

close application.

.T()HN .lACOB WTLLIAJIS.

.John Jacob Williams, a prominent real estate dealer of Stratford, is active in public

affairs and is now serving as selectman. He was born in Switzerland on the l.^th of January,

isri4, a son of John and Mary \\'illiams, who, although in moderate circumstances, were

thrifty and were able to give their son quite a good education. He completed the course in

the graded and secondary schools in liis native country and then went to France, where he



JOHX .1. WILLIAMS





BRIDGEPORT AND VICINITY 585

spent a year looking for a Icic-atimi. llo ilciidiHl that tlio opportunities in Europe were not

?o good as those wiiicli, ai-c-onliiij; to all rei)orts, were to be found in tlio t'nited States, and

accordingly in 1883 lie came to tliis ciiiintry, landing in New York. He remained there for

two weeks and went (o (Ireena Farms, Connecticut. For a considerable jieriod he was

employed on farms in that locality and in the course of time became nuinager for several

farms. In 18S9 he removed to Stratford and for three years had charge of a farm near

the city, affer which he purchased lanil. This turned his attention to the real estate busines.s

and lie has since bought and sold many tracts of land and now holds title to considerable

real estate. His practical experience as a manager of farms has stood him in good stead,

enabling him to judge accurately of the value of a tract of land and his real estate opera-

tions have returned to liim a good profit.

ilr. Williams married Miss Harriet Wood of Hridge[)ort, who passed away leaving a

son Daniel E., and in 1914 he was married to Mrs. .leniiie (Tierney) Murphy. Since 1899 he

has been active in politics, having been appointed in that year to fill out an une.\pired term
as selectman. During the greater part of the intervening period he has lield that oltice

although he met defeat in one or two elections. He is now, however, serving his fourth con-

secutive term as selectman, and there are few men in Stratford who have so thorough an
understanding of municipal affairs as he. In 1909 he was deputy sheriff for a time and
during his incumbency his friends in the Cupheag Club presented liiiii witli a very handsome
badge. He attends the Congregational i-hurch and is a member of both the ilasonic order

and the Improved Order of Red Men, and also belongs to the Dingbat, the Stratford and the

Cupheag Clubs. His record in public service is a highly creditable one, his business interests

place liim with the successful men of Stratford and his personal qualities are such as invariably

command respect and win regard.

GEORGE E. WOOD.

Manifesting a spirit of determination and enterprise in the conduct of a real estate and
in^iiraikx' business, George E. Wood is meeting with well merited success. conductini>- his

interests under the firm name of George E. Wood & Company. It is true that he entered

u|i<m a business already established as a successor of his father, but the channes which are

constantly occurring in business conditions demand an adaptability and a readiness of re-

source that must be inherent in the individual, and Mr. Wood has never been found lackin<'

in this particular. Practically his entire life has been sjient in this locality for he was
born in Stratford, October 10. 1889, a son of Edmond C. Wood, who passed away Xovember
3(). 1910. The father was well known as a real estate man. maintaining bis office in the

postollice arcade of Bridgeport for eighteen years. His wife, who bore the maiden name of

CJeorgiaiia Warner, was a daughter of the Rev. George R. Warner, an Episcopal minister who
for fouiteen years was pastor of St. Thomas church at Hartford, and who at one time was
a teacher of West Stratford, now Bridgeport. Mrs. Wood still survives and makes her home
in Stratford. It was on the 19th of June, 1886, at Danielson, Connecticut, that she became
the wife of Edmond C. Wood and of this marriage was liurn four daughters, Florence Helen,

Kathcriiie Warner, Dorotliy Anna and Elizabeth Hvi'ie. all living with their motlier in

Stratford.

(Jeorge E. Wood, the only son, is now the business head of the faniilv. while his sister

Katlierine, in partnership with him, constitutes the silent member of the lirm of George

E. Wood & Company. He was reared in Stratford and after attending its luiblic schools

continued his education in the Bridgton Academy of Maine, spending two and a half vears

as a student there. He was pursuing his studies in that institution at the time of his father's

death in 1910, after which he immediately returned home and assumed the management of
Vol. 11—23
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liis fatlier's real estate business in the Arcade. In tliis eonneetiun lie has made a splendid

record ,handling nuuh ini|iortant property and negotiating various realty tcansfers. He Is

making a close study of the business so that he knows what is upon the market and is able

to wisely direct the investments of his clients. His sister, who is associated with hiiu in the

business, is a graduate of Smith College of Northampton, Massachusetts, where she com-

pleted her stu<lies with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1U14. Another daughter. Florence

Helen, the eldest of the sisters, is a graduate of the Yale School of Fine Arts.

In politics Jlr. Wood is a democrat, actively interested in local political affairs, and is

now serving on the town committee of Stratford. He is interested in various plans and

]]rojeets for the public good and served with the Stratford ^'olunteer Fire Department. He
belongs to the Episcopal eliurch. to tlie Improved (Jrder of Red Men, to the Cupheag L'lub and

to the Weatogue Club, both of Stratford. He finds much delight in yachting and belongs to

the Pootatuck Yacht ( lub of Stratford. His position in botli social and business circles is

an enviable one.

JACOB CUYLER SHAW.

.Jacob C\iylcr Shaw, jiresident and treasurer of the \A'est End Lumber Company, owning

one of the large lumber ])lants of Bridgeport, was born in Albany, New Y'ork, in lS7:i.

He acquired a public school education and after his te.xtbooks were put aside became con-

nected with the himbci' tradi'. wliich he has always followed, gaining comprehensive and

accurate knowledge of every ]iliase of the business. For a time he was connected with

lumber interests in northern Xew York and in ( anada and in r.HM) he came to Bridgeport,

where he |nircliased the business now conducted under the name of the West End Lumbei-

(om])any. Tliis was organized in ls9.j liy R. S. Neithercut. who died about 1900. when his

heirs sold tlic business to Ml'. Shaw, who is now the president and treasurer of the company,

with A. H. Shaw as the secretary. Their jilant is on Harbor street, where they have four

acres of ground, and they also own their docks and railroad sidings. Tliey handle all kinds

of building materials and employ about thirty-five people. Their patronage is steadily growing

and they have ever rci'ognized the fact that satisfied patrons are the best advertisemeut.

Aeconlingly they put forth every eft'ort to please their customers and promptness, reliability

and ]irogressiveness are features of their trade.

Mr. Shaw is married and lias one son. Cuyler H., who is now attending school. In politics

Mr. Shaw maintains an independent course yet is not remiss in tlie duties of citizenship and

is ever willing to cooperate in those plans and measures which are looking to the welfare

and upbuilding of city and state. His social activities are largelj' those of the Seaside and

Brooklawn Clubs, in both of which he holds membersliip.

.lOHN EDWARD PHELAN.

.John Edward Pludan. of Bridgeport, well meriting the high opinion entertained for him

liv tliose with wliom he lias lieeu brought in contact, is now operating extensively in the

field of advertising. He was born in this city December 9. 1880, a son of Jerome and Alice

Plielan. a nejdiew of ex-secretary of state and the present coroner of Fairfield county, .John

J. Phelan. and ai cousin of Supreme Court dustice Martin Keough, of the district of New

York. For more than thirty years prior to 1010 his father. Jerome Phelan, was one of the

best known and most jirominent decorators in the New England states. He was a pionc^er

in this liidd during Bridgeport's early days and at one time liail a store at Colden Hill
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ami .Main sticct in tlio Sanloiil liiiiMiiif;, tkiw (iciii|ii(.Mi by tlif liiiti-d I )c|iartiiiciit Stciir. He
was also at one time presidi'iit ol tlie ilaster I'ainters & Decorators Association of tlie L niteil

States and he was a graduate of the New York School of Fine Arts and the Manlutttan

School of Desif;n.

Liberal educational advantages were acconled .bilin lOdward I'lielan, who conijileted a

course in the Bridgeiiort jjublic schools as a member uf the class of li".ir, and was <;raduated

from the Bridf;e|jort high school with the class (jf lS!)i). He afterward studied in the

Scranton School of Advertising, from which he was graduated in I'.IOS, and early in his

business career he acted as siieiial re|iresentative of the International l'orres|iondence Schools

of Scranton, Pennsylvania, covering about one-half the states of Vermont and New Hamp-
shire. Jle became senior member of the curb brokerage lirm of -J. K. I'helan & tom|iany at

78 Broad street, Xew York, and sold that business in ]'.)()'.) to enter actively into the adver-

tising business, accepting the position of portfolio and ailvertising manager of the Bridge-

port Herald in I'.lll. That Jxisitiun he resigneil in I'.ll.") tii open liis present ollices under tlie

style of the I'helan Ad-Sales Service. He also has otiicr important business connections,

being secretary of the Husted Jlining lompany of .Mexico, secretary of the Bostwick Mining

Company of Jle.\ico. secretary of the Mexico (iold Mines & Investmcrit ( ompany. as well as

president and treasurer of the I'helan Ad-Sales Service. In Collaboration with t'. A.

Phelan, a noteworthy campaign in the interests of hom^st advertising was I'ondnctcd in I'.ii:;

and ]'J14. Through this campaign tlie Phelan brothers gained a nation-wide rcjiutation as

pioneers in the "truth" movement. In 1914 the "truth seal" was established in local

advertising and was adopted Iiy the Uridgcimit I'liblicity Club. <)\er one hundred and

twenty merchants and industriiil .idvertiscrs pledged thcmsidves to conform every statement

in their printed messages to the unvainished truth. This movement was so successful that

the Phelan brothers were invited to advise with the executive comniittei' of the Associated

Advertising Clubs of tlie World at Toronto, ( anada, in .Iiine, 1914. to work out a plan to

nationalize the use of tlie "truth seal" in advertising. During a three-day session the I'liehnis

argued steadfastly for the' jdaii used in Bridgepoit. namely: any advertiser who wouhl

agree to certain cunditioiis could use the seal withi^it charge, predicting the death id (he

movement if a license fee were charged. They were overruled and a fee s,vstem adojited. but

the seal, as predicted, dropped from view— it was killed. As the outcome of this campaign

J. E. Phelan was apjiointcd as vigilance idiairmaii for Connecticut of the National- Vigilance

Committee.

The I'lielan Ad-Sales Service was established in I'.lHl and its principle of operation

sounded a new note in the conduit of an advertising service bureau. Being a tiiin believer

m the fact that no man can serve two masters, Mr. Phelan eliose to be a piomcr in the

"straight fee agenc.y" field, hence the I'helan Ad-Sales Service is supported by the advertiser

and not the publisher. Hi an interview Mr. Phelan said in part: "We are interested in

seciu'ing for the advertiser as much publicity as his dollar will buy and our mission is to

save and not to spend.' The advertiser pays us a fixed sum jicr month and year regardless

of the amount of money appropriated: in that way we are in every sense of the word 'f rel-

iances.' We are ni.it de|)endeiit on any commission fiom the |iublisiier nor do we seek

such commission. By this method of operation we are unbiased bu.yers of space. We can

weigh each i)roposition on its relative merits and select only those that in our iudgmeiit

(which is not infallible) measuie up to a standard of value. Of course we have made bad

friends with some publishers whose product is of unknown value, but that is to be expected

when you're the middleman and are exploring new tieliN. As an added feature we |irotect.

absolutely, the merchant from the itinerant advertising vcndiu' who has long liccn a scmne

of great trouble and considerable exjiense. Hi this way we are performing a public mission,

as we conserve to legitimate advertising mediums thousands of dollars aniiiially." The liusi-

ness, while new and uniipie to local merchants and advertisers, was a success fi'om the start,

due to the tireless eflints of the founder. At the present time the Phelan Ad-Sales Service
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is acting as advertising diii'i-tor for over thirty local concerns, nearly all of wliom are leaders

in their field. They include hanks (national, savings and trust), real estate, piano, furniture,

jeweliy, land develoiiers, iniblic service corporations, phonograph, ladies' shops, men's shops,

automobile and dental businesses, as well as several large industrial plants. Plans are now

about completed for the entrance of tlie I'lielan Ad-Sales Service in the National field of

advertising.

On the 4th of June, 1'.I06, in Bridgeport, Connecticut, ilr. Plielan was united in marriage

to Miss Ada D. Combs, a daughter of Herbert and Emma Combs. They have one child.

Marguerite Claire. Jlr. Phelan is president of Stratford Fire Company, No. 3 (Lordship),

and is the Connecticut member of the National Vigilance Committee. In politics he main-

tains an independent course but is president of the Lordship Political Club. He belongs also

to the Bridgeport Publicity Club and he likewise has membership in the Bridgeport and

Kiwanis Clubs. Mr. Phelan is making for himself a notable place in the business world.

He has in marked degree the spirit of initiative and the keen vision which enables him to

look beyond the exigencies of the moment to the opportunities of the future. He is working

along lines that indicate a thorough understanding of j)resent conditions and a recognition

of tendencies in the business world, and in a unique field he is proving the worth ofjiis work.

EDWARD A. JIcLELLAN, M. D.

Dr. Edward A. McLellan. a successful iiracticing physician, has been healtli officer of

Bridgeport for twenty years and his long continuation in that position indicates how ably

he has served the city and how much he has done for the improvement of sanitation and

other conditions which all'ect public health. He has performed a marvelous amount of work

necessary in connection with tlie very rapid development of the city, which has brought

aliout constantly changing conditions. A native of Nova Scotia, he was born near Halifax,

.lu'.y 11, 1843. His father. .John Gilniore McLellan, was a ship owner, carriage builder and

lilacksniith. He. too, was born in Nova Scotia but in 1850 came to Southport, Connecticut,

and ill IsCi'.) lenioved to Bridgeport, wliere liis death Occurred on the 1st of January. 1S70.

Xot only waN lie actively associated witli tlie industrial development of the city but also

(ontril>iitcd to its moral progress througli tlie prominent jiart which he took in the establish-

ment of the Park Street Congregational church and his continued ell'orts for the extension

of its intluence. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Rebecca Ann O'Brien, was of Scotch-

Irisli Presbyterian stock, rcprescntiiig a long line of ancestry in Nova Scotia. She was called

to her llnal rest in ISTd.

Dr. Edward A. ilcLellan is one of three living sons, the otliers being Dr. Frederick

McLellan, a veterinary surgeon of Bridgeport, v.ho was graduated from the ilcGill University,

and Gi'orge, also living in this city. Dr. Edward A. McLellan was a little lad of eight

years when brought to Bridgeport and in 1SS2 he was graduated from a veterinary college

of New York city, after which he practiced that profession for several years. He then took

up the study of medicine and in ls',14 was graduated from the College of Physicians and

Surgeons of Boston with the M. D. degree. He has since practiced in Bridgeport with

success, his ability being widely recognized, and for two decades he has been health officer.

He is a member of the Biiilgep<irt .Medical Society and in a private capacity and as an ollicial

he has done splendid work for the city. A local jiaper said: "To the wonderful im|)rove-

ments brought about in slaughter liouse conditions in Bridge[)ort during the past twelve

years, much of the credit is due to Dr. Edward A. McLellan. When he was appointed to the

position of health officer, the city made no ]iretext of having a slaughter house or any inspec-

tion of the nunit sold here. Butchering was done on any of the farms about the outskirts

of the city. An old barn on a farm at tlic upper end of North Main street was geiier.illy
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used for llic gn'Micr part of the slaup;litcriii{;. It had lui spec-ial f(iiii|)mi'iil tor the wcirk

except tlie few tilings that were absolutely essential, and animals snti'ering from tuberculosis

in advanced stages, or any other disease, could be slaughtered an<l the beef sold for food

witliout ([uestions being asked. Dr. McLellan saw the evil possibilities in such a lax system
and at once began the agitation to have laws jiassed requiring the inspection of all meat
sold in the city. After much patient work he succeeded, so that all meat sold must be
inspected and passed upon either by a city or federal inspector. It was then that a city

meat inspector was appointed." This is but one of the many phases of work which he
has undertaken and successfully accomplished, and he is continually studying out methods
to improve sanitary and health conditions in Bridgeport.

In 1SG3 Dr. ilcLellan was married to Aliss Julia Reynolds of London, Ontario, and a
native of England, .^he died in fS(J9. leaving two sons, Frederick Augustus and Howard,
but the latter died at the age of ten years. The fornuM- is now superintendent of the H.
O. Cereal Company of BuHalo. New York, and is president of the Corn Exchange of Buf-
falo. On the 12th of November, 1ST4. Dr. JIcLellan was again married, his second union
being with Frances Lord, a native of Bridgeport. They have two daughters. Alice H. and
Edna J.ord. the latter now the wife of Frederick Peitzsch of Bridgeport. There is also

one grandchild. Frances Elizabeth, five years of age. Mrs. Peitzsch is a graduate of

Wellesley College and prior to her marriage was a popular teacher in the Bridgeport high
school. Dr. and Jlrs. McLellan reside at No. 105 Park street in a house which was built

by her father, Matthew Lord, more than sixty years ago.

Dr. McLellan turns to golf chietly as a means of recreation from onerous professional

and official duties. He is a re]uiblican in politics, is a veteran member of Pequonnock Lodge,

Xo. 4, I. 0. 0. F., which he joined in 1S72, and is also a helpful member of the Park Street

Congregational church. A modern philosopher has said: "Xot the good that comes to us,

but the good that comes to the world through us. is the measure of our success;"' and
judged by this standard Dr. ilcLellan is a most successful man, for Bridgeport has indeed

benefited and proHted by his labors, the influence of his efl'orts as health officer being

immeasurable.

JULIUS J. SEAMAXS.

Julius J. Seamans. su])erintendent of the Bridgeport Screw Company, was born in

Mooers, Xew York, in 1866, and after acquiring a public school education began learning the

machinist's trade at \Vorcester, ilassachusetts, when a youth of sixteen years. His natural

bent was in that direction and he soon mastertd tlie tasks assigned to him, his powers and
efficiency developing day by day. Moreover, he has displayed a spirit of initative along

the line of his work and as a young man assisted in developing a machine to make a patent

screw for the Boston Screw Company. For a considerable period he was associated with

that corporation and was advanced to the responsible position of sujierintendent. The com-

pany at length was absorbed by the American Screw Company in 1903 and Mr. Seamans
remained with the latter organization for seven months. He then went to Montreal and
entered the Dominion Wire ^Vorks as superintendent of the screw department, continuing

in that connection until 1911, when he came to Bridgeport and assisted in establishing the

Bridgeport Screw Company, which was founded by W. H. Farrell who had previously

been at the head of the Dominion AVire Works. Mr. Seamans was made superintendent and
has continuously filled this position. His previous experience, thorough training and ready
adaptability to all departments of the work have well qualified him for the important duties

that now devolve upon him in the operation of this great factory, the business of whii-h

is steadily growing. Under his guidance the work has been thoroughlv svstematized in every
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departniPiit. and tlic laljuis of Jlr. Shamans constitute a contributing element in tlic success

of the undertaking.

On September :i, IS'.IO. at Mooers, New Yorlc. Mr. Seamans was united in marriage to

Miss Emma Tliompson of tiiat town, and tliey liave four daugliters, Etliel, Mauu. Kutli and

Margaret. Mr. tSeamans lias few interests beyond his home and his business, concentrating

his efforts upon these, yi-t he stands for all those forces which are factors in good citizensiiip

and which uphold tlie stability of the country.

PETEK A. (lARXEAU, I). D. S.

Dr. I'eter A. (larneau. a dentist of Bridgei>oit. of Erencli-C 'anadian ancestry, was born

in St. Crcgoire. province of Quebec, Canada, March 11. 187!), a son of Levi and t'elina Mary
(Breaulti liarneau, botli of whom are now residents of Hartford, Connecticut. The fatlier

has engaged in contracting as a life work.

Dr. liarneau was veiy young when his parents removed to Connecticut, settling at

Thompsonville. tliis state, and in liis boyhood days attended St. Patrick's parochial school

at that place. When a youtli of seventeen he left home and went to Springfield, Massa-

chusetts, attended tlie Springtield liigli school and for several years was in tlie eni|)lov of

l>r, Andrew .1. Flaruiagan. a prominent dentist, wlio at one time was president of the

Xortlieastern Dental Society. Dr. (Jarneau started with Dr. Flannagan as an oilice boy

but later became liis assistant and spent six years in that connection. In the fall of 1903

lie enti-n'd the dental department of the I'niversity of Maryland at Baltimoie, wliere he

pursued liis >tuilies for three years and was graduated in 1900 with the U. 1). S. degree.

He has practiced continuously in Bridgeport since 19U7. For seven years he has occupied

his pre^ellt oHice in the Security building and has been very successful in his chosen work.

He is a meiidjer of the Bridgeport. .'<tale and National Dental Societies.

• In tlie :JOth of Se]itember. 191."). Dr. (iarneau was married to iliss Veronica M. Dar-

gan. oi Bridgeport. He has one son. Pierre .losejih. born ilay 24. 1917. He is a member of

St. Aus;nstine's Roman Catholic church. He also has membership in the Algonquin Club,

the Knights of Columbus and the St. dean the Baptist Society, and in politics he main-

tains an independent course, voting for the man whom he regards as best qualified for

oMice N\ itliout considering party ties.

ED.MUND ALLAN MEASOM, 1). D. S.

England's contribution to the citizenship of Bridgeport includes ]5r. Edmuiul Allan

Measom, who was born in London on the loth of duly, 1882. His father. Dr. Eihnund Kichard

Measoni. now a practicing: dniti^t of New York city, came to the United .States in ISSli and

has since resided in tlie metropolis. He married Ada Maria Hall, who died at her home in

New York in 1914. Dr. K. A. Measom has three living brothers and two sisters, all of whom
are in the I'nited States, nainely: Fred \\'., who is a practicing dentist of Hammond, Indiana:

(iilbert. a teacher in the public sclnnds of New Y'ork city: C. Hubbard, who is employed

in a bank in New York: Ada M.. wlio is at the head of one of the departments of the New-

York city ]iiiblic sclioids; and .Mrs. .Mand Wiget, a w iilow liviui; in New York city. All are

residents of the metropolis save the two dentists of tlie family.

Dr. ^leasom was only two years of age when his mother took him and the other

cliildieii of the family to New York to join the father, who had crossed the Atlantic the

]irevious year or in iss:',. Dr. Me;isom wiis reared in New York and there obt:iined his
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oaily fihicatioii in tlu' |iiihlii- M-lmols, cumiili'tiiij; the work of tile graimiiar grades when a

youth <jf t'oiirteeii. He thru eiitereil hi> fathiT's ilental oitice and fur several years studied

under liis dh'ectiun. In I'.ill lie was lieensi'd to praetiee dentistry upon successfully passing

the reijuired examination before the t'onneetieut state dental examining board at Hartford.

In December of that year he opened his ofliee in Bridgeport, where he has since remained,

and in May, 191,5. he canu- to his present location in the Jleigs building, where he has a well

apjiointed office ei|ui|i|ie(l with all modern accessorie-> relative to successful dental ])iacticc.

He belongs to tlie liridgeport. the Connecticut and the American Dental Societies and he is

nu>st interested in all that bears upon his profession, while in his work he displays dis-

criminating judgment, indefatigable energy and the capability wliich is born of practical

experience and comprehensive study.

f)n the lilth of .January, 1UII4. Dr. .Measom was married to Mi^s .Iose]ihine Broun, of

New York city, and they have six diiklren: Dorotliy. .loseiili. Edmund, Marjory, ilary and

Jolin. They al.so lost a little daughter, Ada, who died when but two days old. The religious

faith of the family is that of the Honum Catholic church, their membership being in .St.

Thomas church at Fairfield. Dr. Measom is also connected with the Knights of Columbus

an<l is a member of the Sons of ,St, (ieorge. He likewise belongs to the Miamogue Yacht

Club and finds his chief diversion with yacht or motor boat. In politics he is a democrat

and he has membership in the Democratic Club of Fairfield, where he and his family reside.

ARTHUR C. TYLER.

Arthur C. Tyler has the management of tlie steadily <leveloping business conducted under

the name of the Park City Lumber Company, of which he is vice president, secretary, assistant

treasurer and manager. This business has been in existence for thirteen years and has

continuously developed in extent and importance during that period. Mr. Tyler was born

in Bristol. Connecticut, February 7. 1874. a son of Dr. Irving \V. and Helen (Hubbelli Tyler,

the former for many years an active practitioner of dentistry but now living retired. The

mother has passed away.

Arthur C. Tyler acquired a high school education and since that time has been continuou.sly

connected with the lumber trade. He first entered the employ of the Xew Britain Lumber
& Coal Company, and, actiuainting himself with the business, was advanced steadily step

by step until he became manager, which jiosition lie filled for seven years. He was afterward

at West Haven as receiver for the Richards Lumber Company for a brief period and in

Xovembep. 191.3. he came to Bridgeport, where he entered into active connection with the

Park ( ity Lumber Company, which was organized JIarch IS, 1904. by Benjamin Fletcher,

who became president, and W. S. Cash, who was vice president and secretary. The present

officers of the company are: Benjamin Fletcher, jjresident : C. \V. Hawley. treasurer; an<l

Arthur C. Tyler, vice president, secretary, assistant treasurer and manager. The plant of

the company was located first on Iranistan avenue and in 1911 was removed to the foot of

Admiral street, where they have nine hundred feet on the water front ami an acre of ground.

The company handles a full line of building materials and also operates a planing mill and a

mill for cabinet and stair work. The business is thoroughly organized and the work carefully

systematized. They handle all grades and kinds of lumber and in tlie conduct of the business

employ about forty-five people.

^fr. Tyler now largely concentrates his efforts and attention U]ion the conduct of an

imjiortant and growing business and he finds recreation through his membership in the

Seaside Club and the Quinni|iiac Club of Xew Haven. He has membership in Corinthian

Lodge. Xo. 14. A. F. & A. il.. holding loyally to the teachings and purposes of the craft, and

in politics he maintains an independent course, voting for the candidates whom he regards
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as most capablf xvitliciut uuiisideriiig party ties. He stands for that which is most progressive

in citizenship and is always willing to lend his aid and cooperaton to movements for the

general good.

THOMAS J. MAPLETON.

Thomas J. ^Majileton, of the Bridgeport Die Sinking Company, one of the newly organized

industrial enterprises of the city, was born in New York September 4, 1886, a son of Frank

and Kose JIaplcton, avIio about 18110 removed from the Empire state to Plttsficld, Jlassa-

chusetts, and there Thomas J. Mapleton ac(]uired a public school education. When his text-

books were i)Ut aside he began learning the machinist's trade with the General Electric

Company and in 1912 he came to Bridgeport, where for four years he was connected with

the Locomobile Company. Later he was with the Remington Arms Company for a short time

in charge of their die work, and in .Tanuary, 1916, he organized the Bridgeport Die Sinking

Company, in which undertaking he was assisted by Herman A. Berg. They began business

at Yarrington Court, in Bridgeport, making a specialty of drop forging dies, also doing a

general line oS tool and machine work. They employ from two to five skilled mechanics

and their trade is steadily growing. Both men are well qualified for the conduct of a

business of this character, having had broad experience along that line.

Mr. Mapleton was married in 1906 to Miss Anna May Murphy, of Pittsfield, Massa-

chusetts, and they have a daughter, Eose. Mi'. Mapleton belongs to the Royal Arcanum

and to the Fraternal Order of Eagles, while politically he casts an independent ballot. He

has always preferred to concentrate his time and attention upon business affairs and

necessity as his early stimulus has brought him to a creditable position as a representative

of maiuifacturing interests in Bridgeport.

W1LLL\M ALIyEX STEEVES.

William Allen Steeves. who is successfully engaged in the trucking business in Bridge-

port, Avith ollices at 1071 Fairfield avenue, was born in New Brunswick, Canada. May 9,

1859. a son of Elijah and Annabelle Steeves and a grandson of Allen Steeves. He first

attended the subscription schools and later a free public school. When he became old

enough he began working in the summers but during the winters attended school until

he was about twenty-one years old. On coming to the United States he first located in

Ansonia, Connecticut, and for five years he was employed by the Sperry Fifth Wlietd

Company. In 1SS4 he became a resident of Bridgeport, where he received his first naturali-

zation papers. Here he engaged in the draying business on his own account and, although

he began with one horse and wagon, as the years have passed he has added to his equip-

ment until he now has thirty horses and two automobile trucks and employs from eighteen

to twenty-five men. He derives a gratifying profit from this Inisiness and also owns a

farm near Prospect, Connecticut, on the "Old Post Road." The old farmhouse was a

place of historic interest, as for a short time it was General Washington's headquarters

in the Revolution. Mr. Steeves purchased two lots in Bridgeport, which he still owns, from

P. T. Barnuni, and his real estate holdings have proved a profitable investment. His resi-

dence is the old l;omestead of Captain C. W. Hall at 1671 Fairfield avenue.

In 1882, in Ansonia, Mr. Steeves was united in marriage to Miss Ida G. Milton, a

native of Canada. They lost a daughter. Edith Gertrude, when she was ten years old,

and have the following living children; Roy; James Elijah; May Ida, who married Ernest
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A. Patterson, of Kiilyol'K'ld Park, New Jersey, ami lia;- lour eliildren. Hazel Jlildreil, .Muriel,

Ernest Allen, Jr., and William; Ceeil Aimer, wlio married Miss Charlotte Senger and lias

tliree cliildien. Mildred CluuUitte, lieatriee and Ceeil Allen; Bertha Elizabeth; lieatriee

Annabelle, who married Harold .1. Patterson, of Springfield, Massachusetts, and has a son,

Harold J., Jr.; Kuth Alice, the widow of George H. Plumb, of Bridgeport; Myrtle, tlie wife

of C. Herbert Lobdell, of Bridgeport, by whom she has a daughter, Kuth Edith; William

Dwight; Gladys Mildred; and Ernest John. All th<- eliildren received their education in

the graded and high schools of Bridgeport.

Mr. Steeves is a republican in his political belief, and has taken an active part in

public all'airs. He served two terms as chairman of the third district during tlie years

1900-1<I02. 1903-1904. For twenty years he has been a member of the Independent Order

(>f Odd Fellows, and the teaching- which govern hi.s life are still further indicated in the

fact that he is a member of the Baptist church. His daughter Bertha belongs to the Young
Women's Christian Association and takes a keen interest in its work. His success is

due entirely to his own industry and good management, and in all his business dealings, as

well as in the other relations of life, he has based his conduct upon the principle of fair

play.

HOWARD F. BRYANT.

Howard F. Bryant, a well known plumbing contractor of Bridgeport, is a native of New
Y'ork cit.y, born September 8, 1883, his parents being Foster and Mary (Cook) Bryant. He
attended school in his native city and also in Bridgeport, the family removing to Connecticut

in 1895. After leaving school he liecame an apijrentice in the plumbing trade and later

worked as a journeyman for several years, spending most of the time with the firm of

AVhecler & Cook. Hi 1914 he started business on his own account, buying out his former
employers, whose store was at 76 State street. It had been established in 1870 and is

therefore one of the old pluiubing enterjirises of the city. For the past three years Mr.
Bryant has continued the business under his own name and is meeting with deserved success,

for he is giving his entire time and attention to the uiibuilding of the trade. He does a

plumbing, steam and gas fitting and roofing business, also installs hot air furnaces aii<l is

agent for the Kelsey warm air generators and furnaces.

^Ir. Bryant is a thoroughgoing business man and has comprehensive knowledge of every

detail of his work. He takes no active part in politics but ranks as a good citizen, progressive

and enterprising. He is, moreover, a man of genial disposition and wins friends among all

classes.

HARRY B. CURTIS.

Harry B. Curtis, who since 1903 has been connected with the Bridgeport Hardware Jlanu-
facturing Corporation, of which he is the treasurer, was born in Xewtown. Connecticut. May
30, 1S79, a son of Henry and Annie E. (Beers) Curtis. The father is descended from the old

Stratford Curtis family who came to Connecticut in the early part of the seventeenth
century. He was well known for many years as a maniifacturer of combs and horn buttons
and is now living retired, enjoying the rest to which his former activity well entitles him.

Harry B. Curtis attended high school here until graduated, after which he devoted three

years to the banking business. The next step in his active career was made as an employe
of the International Silver Comi>any, having charge of the factory at North Haven. Conn.,
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operated under the naiiu- of the lOa^le 8[ioon Company. In 1902 he became associated with

tlie Bridgeport Jlanufacturiii^ L'ompany, now tlie Bridgeport Hardware Manufacturing Cor-

poration, and served as secretary and treasurer until 1917. Tlie office was then divided and

he remained as treasurer, also having chaige of the sales and the correspondence save that

which relates to the piuchasing department. He is a wide-awake, alert and progressive young

business man and his enteiprise is a contriluiting factor to the growing success of this

undertaking.

In 1899 Mr. Curtis was nuirried to Miss l.aura Trulock, of Pine Ulutf, Arkansas. They

hold membership in Christ E|)iscopal church, of which Mr. Curtis is now treasurer and one

of the vestrymen. His political endorsement is given to the republican party. He is also

president of the Seaside Club and is a number of the Brooklawn Club—associations which

indicate his creditable social stamling, while his high position in business circles is indicated

by the regard entertained for him by colleagues and contcm[)oraries.

CHARLES .JUD.SOX NICHOLS, I), D. S.

Dr. Charles .ludson Xicluds. |iracticing dentistry in the Security liuildinj;, was born at

Shelton. Connecticut, March s. 1S9::, ami is the only living child of Stiles .^lonzo and Jessie

Booth (Judsonl Nichols, wlio are natives of Fairfield county and now reside at Shelton,

Connecticut. Both the Nichols and .ludson families have long been represented in this state

and on the maternal side Dr. Nicluds comes of Revolutionary war ancestry. ' His maternal

grandparents were Charles and Islcanor iHoothi .ludsdu and his ]iatcrnal grandparents were

Stiles B. and Klizabeth (Drewi Nichols.

Spending his boyhood days under the |jari'ntal rl^of, Dr. ( liailes .1. Nicliols acipiired his

early education in tlie ]>ublic' schools, there passing through consecutive grades to his gradua-

tion from the liigli school at tlic age of eij;hteen years. In the fall of 1911 he entered the

dental department of the I'niversity of I'ennsylvauia at rhiladelphia, wliere he devoted three

years to earnest study which brought him the D. D. S, degree in 1914. He afterward spent

seven months in the Dental Cradiuite Schiml of the same university and in 1915 he entered

upon the active piactice of his chosen professidn in Bridgeport in the ottice which he now

occupies—Room lO.s Security buildiiii;. While one iii the youu};er representatives of the

)irofession, he displays ability and has won success that many an older practitioner might

well envy.

Dr. Nichols enjoys tennis, tisliing, hiintini; and in fact all manly outdoor sports. He is

a member of tlie Congregational church and its teachings guide him in all tlie relations of life.

In politics he is a republican where national issues are invidved but locally casts an inde-

pendent ballot. His professional membership connection is with the Bridgejiort Dental

Societv, the Connecticut State Dental Society and the American Dental Society.

BERNARD V. SALT.MAN.

Bernard P. Saltman, one of tlic younger rejiresentatives of the Bridgeport bar, practicing

with offices in the Meigs building, was born in New York city, August 8, 1890. and is the

elder of the two sons of Herman Saltman, senior nuMubi'r id' the hnu of Saltman Brothers,

well known wliolesale grocers of Bridgeport. Tlie father was for many years a partner in the

wholesale jewelry firm of Ross. Saltman & .\nderson in INIaiden Lane, New York city, but in

1908 the family removed to Bridgeport.
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HiTO liciiianl I'. SaltiiKiii cuiiipli'ti'il a liii;h m'IuioI cihuatinii \\ itii tin' class nf I'.IIO and

in the fall of that yoar eiitrri'd the Vale acailemic (It'paitiiu'iit. from wliiili lie received his

Bachelor of Arts dejiree upon ^'railiiation in 11)14. He continued at Vale as a law student

and gained liis LI.. I!. de;;n c m I'.IKi. He liail taken the work of the freslnnan ami sopho-

more years of high sclioo! in Hi'ooklyn, New ^'o^k. and then hy reason of the remo\'al of the

family to Bridfieport continued his education here. He was f;raduated from the Bridgeport

high school with highest honors ami during his junior year he was associate manager of the

high school orchestra, in which he played first violin. His musical talent enabled him to pay

his tuition through the Yale academic and law school courses as a nu'mher and leader of

various orchestras of both iiridgeporl and Xew Haven. His natural talent in this direction

has been highly cultivated and he is a valued aildition to any musical circle. For two

years, while in Xew H.iveii. he played lirst violin in the ^'ale I'niversity Orchestra. He also

won honors during his collegiate course, for in lii> sophomori' year in Yale he gained the

Berkeley Latin prize and he was also <decteil to the I'lii lieta Kappa, an honorary scholarship

societ.v. While in the law school he was elected b.v the faculty as associate editor of the

Yale Law .lournal. In .June. lOlti, he was graduateil and in the same month was admitted

to the bar. On the 1st of November following he entered upon tlie active practice of his

profession in Hridge)>ort and he received from Hon. William Howard Taft. e.\-president of

the United states, who had been me of his instructors at ^'ale. a very complimentary letter

of endorsement, saying in part: "Mr. Saltnu\n was in my class in federal constitutional

law during the past year. He is an excellent student, and I have no doubt will be worthy

of every jirofessional trust which comes to him. 1 commend him to those with whom his

lot may be thrown as a well educated lawyer, a .aood citizen and a man of good and reliable

character. It is a pleasure for me to sign this assurance to those to whom it may come.

Sincerely yours. William H. Tatt."

Mr. Saltman was married iMardi lU. I'.ilT. to Mi-~ Rose Rosenfeld, of Xew York citv, a

student of C (dumbia I'niversitv in the class of 1917. to whom he had been engaged since

July. 1914. The.v are making their honu' in Bridgeport, at 194 Savoy street.

Mr. Saltman is a Hebrew in rcdigious faith, bidimging to Park Avenue Tem|de, and he

is also a member of Harmony Lodge. Xo. 711. I. (). B. B.. in which connection he is serving

as editor-in-chief of tlie Harmony Record, published for the advancement of Harmon.v Lodge.

In this connection the lodge is doing splendid work in gaining as its members many capable

and prominent Hebrew men whom business interests have recentlv brought to Bridge])ort.

Anything which he luulertakes is characterized by zeal, close ajjplication and determination

and he never falls short of successful completion of his piupose. The strength of character

which he manifested in providing for his college training will carry him steadily forward.

It is a part of his nature and in his vocabulary there is no such word as fail.

H. H, ADAMS.

Xotably energetic, prompt and reliable in all his birsiness connections H. H. Adams
has steadily worked his way upward until he is now secretary of the Adams-Roth Bakin<r

Company of Bridgeport, owning a one hundred thousand ilollar plant with a capacity of

twenty thousand loaves of bread per day. Mr. Adams was born in Wilton, Connecticut, in

1870. a son of Eufus and Mary Esther (Loekwood) Adams, both representatives of old

colonial families. The great-grandfather of H. H. Adams was a soldier in the Revolutionary

war. The father engaged in laying walks, and put down the first cement walk in Bridgeport

for P. T. Barnum in connection with his circus winter quarters. He also laid the tirst

cement gutter in Bridgeport, putting it on the hill of Courtland street, and as the years

passed by he developed a very extensive business, making his headquarters at Norwalk,
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Connectiout. He owned tlie [lateiits in his line for Conneetiout and the excellence of his

work was the means of winning him extensive patronage throughout the state. He died in

Bridoeport while liis wife ]>assed away in 18S1 at South Wilton, Connecticut.

H. H. Adams acquired liis public school education at Wilton and at Bethel, Connecticut,

after whicli lie learned the hatter's trade, serving a three years' apprenticeship. He then

engaged in the bakery business in connection with his brother and afterward spent four

years as pressman and stereotyper on the Bridgeport Telegram. In 1907, however, he

reentered info business connection with his l>rother, S. R. Adams, who in May, 1888, had

establisiicd tlie bakery business which is now tlie oldest in the state. His first bakery was

located in the Smith block on ilain street in Bridgeport, and was conducted as a partnership

arrani^i iiieiit under the firm name of Adams & Burr. Tliis association was dissolved a year

later ami -Mr. Adams opened a bakery at No. 511, East Main street, at the corner of

Steuben street. After continuing theie for ten years he put up a new plant at No. 563 to

5flU Jiast Main street, liis bakery there having a capacity of ten thousand loaves per day.

This was tlie first bakery of any size in Bridgeport. The business was there conducted until

1916, when tlie Adams-Roth Baking Company was oryanized, taking over the business of

Michael Rotli and of S. R. Adams. In other words the two interests were merged and a

new factory was erected at Housatonie avenue and Reiner street. Tlie plant is one hundred

and eijihty by eighty feet, a three-story building of mill construction, equipped with a

sprinkler system and built with the utmost regard to lighting and sanitary conditions. It

presents the ajipearance of being almost a continuous row of windows. The plant has a

capacity of twenty thousand loaves of bread per day and employs sixty people, of whom

twenty-one are skilled bakers. They use modern automatic machinery and they hold to the

highest standards in the excellence of their product. There is a local demand for their

entire outjiut. which incUnles bread, cake and pies, also Hungarian and Polish bread. Their

special brands of bread arc known as Jlotlu-r's, Luxury and Eatmore. They use (uily

northwestern Hour and a car load is consumed every week in the manufacture of their

goods. Their plant was erected at a cost of one hundred thousand dollars, and today nine

wagons and five automobiles are used for delivery. This is not only one of the oldest but one

of the largest and best ecpiipped bakeries of the state, unsurpassed in its appointment and in

tlie excellence of its product. The Adams-Rotli company is a close corporation, the officers

of which are: Sidney R. Adams, president; ilichael Rotli, treasurer; and H. H. Adams,

secretary. The last named became identified witli the business in 1907 and has since been

an ai'tive factor in its control and management.

On the 22d of January, 1896, ilr. Adams was married to Miss Eva F. Bell, of Bethel,

Connecticut, a daughter of George B. and Florence Bell. Mr. Adams has membership in the

United American Mechanics and politically follows an inde[iendent course. He has had

neither time nor inclination for public oflBce but concentrates his efTorts and attention upon

his business affairs, wliich, carefully directed, have become of extensive proiiortions, yielding

excellent returns upon the investment.

EDWARD J. XAYLOR,

In mercantile circles nf Bridgiqiort the luune of Eilwavd .7. Naylor was well known, as

for many years he was manager of the Woolworth interests in this city, having charge of

a five and ten cent store. Notable business enterprise characterized his commercial

,ictivity and ultimately he I'litcrcil tlie manufacturing field, where he was equally success-

ful. He was born at Windsor Locks, Connecticut, in 1868, and is descended from one of

the early families of this state. His father, Benjamin Naylor, was a very prominent church

worker at Windscn- Locks and it was tliere that Edward .T, Naylor accpiired his education.
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111 early iiiaiilmiHl lie cntcrrd iiilo activo I'dTiiu'it ion with F. \V. Woohvoitli, wliose live anil

ten cent stores are well known features of business enterprise tlirougliout tlie entire coun-

try. For a few years lie was at llolyoke, Massacliusetts, in that eonneetiou and was also

at Springfielil and at Itochester, New York, for a short time as inanager of tin- Woolworth
stores. The entire period of liis business career was devoted to the Woolworth interests

until abiiiil twci years prior to his death. lie removed from llolyoke to Bridgeport and
became second manager of the Woolworth i''i\e and Ten Cent Store of this city, his connec-

tion with llio Woolworth interests covering a period of about twenty-three years. Assum-
ing the manageiuent of tlie store, he ronti iliuted niueh to its development and success.

lie enlarged the store and iuadc> it a thoroughly nKidern and progressive establishment

of that kind, carrying everything that the iiiaikct allorded that could be sold within the

jirescribed ])rice. Two 3'ears prior to his demise he was one of the organizers of the

Bridgejiort Xeckwear Company, entering into partnership with Frederick A. Kendrick for

the manufacture of ladies' neckwear, with a factory on Klin street. From the beginning

their business steadily develojied and the eutei'iirise became one of the important ])roduc-

tive industries of the city.

Ill i;)03 Mr. Naylor was uniti'd in marriage to Miss \'enia li. S|iiiiiiiiig. of this city,

a daughter of Edgar G. Spinning, who was born in Bridgeport and was a son of Elijah

Crane Spinning, a reiirc'seiitative of one of the oldest Connecticut families. The father

was a bookkeeper and also a music teacher. He married liarriet A. Balcome. of Massa-
chusetts, and for many years they were residents of Bridgeport, but Mr. Spinning passed

away on the 7th of May, 18S5, his wife surviving until I'.KKl, when, at the age of sixty-

five years, she, too. was called to the home beyond. The deatli of Mr. Naylor occurred

.\pril 11, I'.llli, when he was a comparatively young man of forty-seven years, and his

passing was the occasion of deep regret to many whom he had met in business and social

relations. He was a valued member of the Business Men's Club, was at one time a mem-
ber of the Algonquin Club and was also connected w;tli the Mas ins, the Odd Fellows, the

Red ilen and the Elks, loyally supporting the principles and purposes of those beneficent

organizations. He was at all times public-sjiirited and when he espoused any cause he

gave to it his active and generous sujiport. He always made splendid use of his time, his

talents and his 0|)portuiiities and his marked characteristics commended him to the con-

fidence, goodwill and high regard of all with whom he was associated.

CHARLES H. SHAPIRO.

Charles H. Shapiro, a well known member of the Bridgeport bar, was born March 5, 1881,

and settled in Bridgeport in 1888. receiving his education in the grammar and high schools.

In jneparation for a professional career he entered Yale Law School and was graduatcil

LL. B. cum laude in 1903. In .June of the same year he was admitted to practice before

the Connecticut bar and has since followed his profession in Bridgeport, where lie is asso-

ciated with his brother, Joseph H. Shapiro, under the firm name of Shapiro & Shapiro.

On December 19, 1909, ^Ir. Shapiro was united in marriage to Miss Stella Ethel Koscn, a

daughter of Dr. M. .S. Rosen, anil tliev are the parents of three chihlren. a sun and two

daughters. Mr. Shapiro is a member of the Chi Tau Kappa, a legal fraternity, the American

Bar Association, the State Bar Association and the Commercial Law League of America.

He is also a member of the Xational Republican League, American .Jewish Historical Society,

Elks, Odd Fellows. Knights of Pythias, Moose, and the B'nai B'rith. of which he is second

vice president of District firand Lodge Xo. 1, being widely known throiigliout smithern New-

England for his fraternal activities.

Although his firm enjoys an extensive practice, being among the leading lawyers in
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this part of tlif state in t'eJcial and nicrcaiitile niattfis. Mr. Sliapiro has found time to devote

liimself to a study of ininiiiiiation and naturalization problems and has frequently been

invitid to deliver addieshes on tl]l^e subjects in vaiious sections of the east, being for some

time on the staff of lecturers of the New York lioard of education and of the North American

Civic League for Immigrants. I)n the ]7tli of -June, IfllT, he was elected representative at

larpe fnnn ('onnectic\it to the American -fewish tongress to be held in Washington.

WILIJA.M }1. ( ALHorX. D. I). S.

The Security buililing i> laigely tlie center of dental activity in Hiidgepoit and among
those who are successfully |iracticing there is luimliereil Dr. \\'illia)n H. (.'alhoun. one of the

younger re])resentatives of the jirofession but already recognized as an able and successful

dentist of the city. He was Ijorn in Terryville, Connecticut, November 2, 1S85, a son of

Setli 11. ami Kleanoi- (Doolittlei Calhoun, who are now icsidi'nts of I'.i idgcport, wiune the

lather is well known as a contractor.

111'. ( allioun was only a year old when brought by his parents to this city. No event ot

special iuipoitajice occurred to vary the routine of life for him in his boyliood days. He

attended the |niblic scliools and in I'.Mlil he won his 1). D. 8. degree upon graduation from the

t'niversity of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, having comideted the regular thiee years' course.

He has piaeticed continuously in Bridge]iort since 191(1 anil has occupied his present suite

of rooms in the Secinity building since tin- 7tli of .Tune, llUli.

fin the liOth of .hinc, i;ii:;. Dr. ( alhonn was united in nuirriage to Miss Whilhelniina

Keid, of Bridgi')iort. lier iKitive city, ami they have one son. Newton Reid. who was born

April 4. I'.n4. Dr. Calhoun i-nioys a game of tennis when |irofessional duties leave liim

leisure for such sport. He is a im-ndiei of tin' Seaside Club, but his ]n'actice occupies the

greater part of his attention. He is now servint; im the staff of the Bridgeport Hospital

as assistant to Dr. Robert W. H. Strang and lie is a member of both the Connecticut State

and the American Dental Societies, and thus lie has intimate knowledge of what is being

accom]ilislii'd by the profession and the im]iioved methods wliicli are from time to time

introduced.

CHARLES G. SCmVARZ.

Charles (J. Schwarz, jiresideiit of the Schwarz Brothers Comjiany of Bridgeport, doing a

line of cabinet work and finishing and building contract work, possesses the foresight aiid

ability which enable him to recognize and utilize opportunities, and thus he has worked his

way gradually ujiward until today he is the active head of a business employing two hundred

and fifty people. Of German birth, his natal day was August IT, 1874, and when a youth

of seventeen years he came to Bridgeport, Avliere he has made his home since 1891. Here

he followed the carpenter's traile in the employ of others for about seven years, but

ambitious to engage in business on his own account, he carefully saved his earnings until

he felt that his capital and experience justified an independent imdertaking. Accordingly in

1898 the firm of Schwarz Brothers was organized by Charles (i. and Mathias Schwarz. They

had their first shop on Cedar street, where they did carpenter contract work, and in 1900

they removed to No. IfiO Lindley street. Their jdant was increased by the addition of a

planing mill in 1903 and there business was continued until 1911, when their place was

destroyed by fire. At that time they built a new factory on River street and in 1916

doubled the ca|iacity by the erection of a building of cement block construction, which is
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sixtv-oiio liy l\Mi |]uii(lr.'(i luid tcTi iCrt. 'I'licy ilo a geiu-ial line ol' laliiiirt work ami liiiish

inj,', to<^iHlicr with Imildinj; (•(intnu-t uoik, aii.l tlirir mill is (iiiciatcd hy stoain |Ki\vri-. 'I'licv

eiiii)l()y iip\\ar.l> ol two liundrcil and lilty iiirii and tlicy liavc crn-tcd sonic of llic licst

n-sidcncfs in the city, togi-thcr with ih.^ stcjir ot Logan Inolhcrs. the N'lisscnlcdd hiiildinL: on
Main street and many other pidilic anil |ui\ate Imildings. The olliciis ot the com|ianv "le:

( harles (; Sehwaiz. president: Mathias Srhwarz. viec presidi'nt : .loliii C. Seliwarz. tieaavirer ;

and doliii C. Seliwarz. dr., secretary, 'fhe business has constantly grown and develope<l from
a small beginning and the trade is still rapidly growing, the firm being recognized as
leaders in their line in liTidgeport.

In the year ISiiii I harles 11. Schwarz was united in nuirriage to .Miss Maria .Tetter, a

native of (iermany. and they have one child, l-rida. Mr. Schwaiz has iu'Vim- IkkI .xvasion

to regret his determination to come to America. I.eaving the tatherland wiien a youth of

seventeen years, he here sought tlie opportunities which are untraiumeled by caste or class

ami by resolute spirit an<l persistency of purpose he has steadily woiked his way upward,
each forward step in his career bringing him a broader outlook and w idiu' opportunities.

CHARLE.S KOBKKT CLARKE.

(harles Robert C larke. attcuuey at law practicing at the bar of liridgcpoit. his native
city, was born Xovember 17. ism. His faliier. the late lion. Robert Tou.-ey flaike, served
as mayor of Bridgeport in the '7"s and for many years was jjiomincntly identified with the
tinancial interests of the city as a banker, serving for an e.\tendeil period as cashier of the
City National Bank, He was horn at Newtown, Connecticut, Kerbruaiy U, IS.U). a son of
Charles and Betsey (Faircliild) Clarke, both of whom were natives of Newtown. The Hon.
Robert T- Clarke was married on the L'Oth of February, lS.-,s, to Harriet Eliza Reck, who
was born at Brooktield, Connecticut. October 19, l.s.31. a daughter of Henry Lyman and Eliza
(Smith I Peck, who were likewise born in Brookticdd. The deatli of Robcit T. Clarke occurred
.Tuly 21, 1899, and his wife departed this life on the 24th of May, 1901;, Icavini; a s,ui Henry
P., now deceased, a daughter, Mrs. William C. Haight, whose home is in Brookfield and
Charles Robert Clarke.

Both parents came of old Connecticut families of Englisli lineage. In England the name
was originally spelled Clerke but was pronounced as it is today. The only brother of Charles
R. Clarke was Henry Peck Clarke, of South Carolina, who for his first wife married .lulia

Hurd. a granddaughter of the late Pliineas T. Barniim. There was one cliild bom of that
marriage who is now Mrs. Henry X. (Clarke) Carrier, of Brevard, North Carolina, and who
is a great-granddaughter of P. T. Barnum as well as a niece of Charles R. Clarke. The last

named is a nephew of the Rev. Dr. Sylvester Clarke, once a prominent Episcopal cleigvman
of Bridgeport.

In the attainment of his education Charles R. Clarke attended Harry Peck's School
for Boys at (Jreenwidi. Connecticut, and was graduated tlierefrom with the class of 1881.
He determined upon the practice of law as a life work and with tliat end in view became
a student in the otlice and under the direction of Benjamin S. Clark, of New York citv.

who though of the same name was not a relative. He studied there for three years, acting
as general otiiee boy and assistant, and in tlie fall of 1884 he matriculated in the law depart"
nient of the New York Cniversity. fioin which he was graduated in 188(>. winning the LL. B.
degree. He then ijracticed in New Y'ork from 1886 until 1890 and in the latter >ear went to
Columbia, South Carolina, where he followed his profession. He was admitted to tlie bar
of New York in LSSfi and to the bar of South Carolina in lS9ii and in 1914 was admitted
to practice in the courts of Connecticut. AVhile in the law school he was vice presich.nt

of his class. He returned to Bridgeport in 1905 and has here sine,, reinained, ;;iviii.. his
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attention to liis professional duties. He belongs to both the Fairfield County Bar Associa-

tion and the Conneetic-ut .State Bar Association.

On the 6th of September, IS'J^. Mr. CUirke was married to Miss Martha Elizabeth^

Griti'en. of Brookfiekl. and they have three children: Philip Gritl'en, Elizabeth and Charles

Kobert. The family home is at Xo. 854 Colorado avenue. Mr. and Mrs. Clarke are active

members of St. George's Episcopal cluirch. in wliich he is serving as senior warden.

JA.MES HENRY BLAKEMAX.

Stale records bear testimony to the public si)irit of James Henry Blakeman and his

cU'ective ell'orts toward bringing about legislation of vital wortli to the commonwealth.

He is now serving for the fourth term as a member of the state legislature and has intro-

duced and supported many bills which iiave found their way to the statute books of the

state. Long before he was called upon to serve as a law maker he had demonstrated his

fidelity to his native land by active service <m tlie l)attlefields of the south. His life record

began at Stratford. Connecticut. X'ovendjer 20, 1S41. He was born on the old Blakeman

honu'Stead. just north of his present residence, which has stood for two lumdred years,

while the dwelling upon the old homestead is even older. Both his father and his grand-

fatlirr bore the name of .lames Blakeman ami tlie ancestral line in America dates back to

lii;;'.). in HJiich year Kev. Adam Blakeman took u[p his abode at .Stratford, being one of the

three wlio louiided the town. His mother bore [he maiden name of Cornelia Salmon and

was a representative of an old family of Trumbull, Connecticut.

.lames H. Jjlakennm largely acipiired his education in the district scliool at Strat-

fonl, b\it spent one term in ililtiud, ( onnecticut. In early manliood he engaged in tlie

contracting business for about two years. He was a young man of about twenty-one

when, in response to the country's call fnr aid. he enlisted in .July, 18(12, as a member of

Company D, .Seventeenth Connecticut X'ohuiteer Infantry, with which command he served

as a privat<' throughout the war. Tlie first important engagement in which he participated

was at (iettysburg and on the first day of the battle he was severely wounded. He was

cai>tured there lint with the final defeat of the Confederate troops he was left inside the

Union lines. Ten months ]iassed eie he had recovered from his wounds, after which he

rejoined his regiment in Florida. He continued in active service until mustered out at

Hiltons Hi'ad. .'^onth Carolina, in .\ugust, 1S6.5, when he immediately returned home. Dur-

iuL' the la^t year <if his service he was a mcinber of the regimental band, with headquarters

at St. Aii^iistiiii', I'loriila. He still lias in his possession the Springfiehl musket which he

carried tliiongli tlie Civil war and lie also has the cavah-y saber which was carried by

his graiidlallirr. .laim-. I'.lakenian. in the Revolutionary war—a sword of French man-

ufaiture. In fact lie ha> in hi> possession many ([naint and interesting relics of historical

value, around which are clustered many interesting memories.

It was Soon after the war, or in October, IsrtG. that Mr. Blakeman was married to

.Miss Amelia .1. Biiir, of Monroe, tonnecticut, who passed away March 13, 1913. In their

family were three children, flattie C.. the eldest, became the wife of Reuben Spamer and

di( d in I'.ill, leaving two cliildren. Eawrence Blakeman and Marion Pearl. The latter is

now studying chemistry and domestic science in the Simmons College of Boston, Massa-

chusetts, while the former wcddcil Edith Virginia Beeman, of Bridgeport, and has one

child. Velmore Blakeman Spamer, (irace Emily became the wife of .Sherman \V. Eddy,

of Avon. (. nnnecticut. win) i- supcriiit.iideiit of a large industrial ]daiit there, and they

liavi' tin...- suns. Hcrnard. .lulian and Donald. The third child of the faniilv' was David,

who died in infancy.

Hurini; all the years of his resideni-e in Stratford since his return from the Civil war
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Mr. Blakcniaii lias been an aetivo fai-tur in the imlilic Vitv ni the idiinminity. For twi'nty-

two years lie has been a member of the board ot assessors anil has held almost eviM'y

office ill Stratford save that of selectman. In 1897 he was elected to the state le^islaliire

and is now serving for the fourth term in that body. He is now seventy-five years old

and is the oldest man in either branch of the general assembly, lie is the fatlier of many
bills, among whiih is one that is espeeially notabh—the bill requiring saloons to remain

closed on Memorial Ihxy. ilr. lilakenum is a member of the Congregational churcli. He
belongs also to the Cupheag Club and to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, while fur

twenty-eight years he has been a member of the (irange. in wliich lie has held every office.

He belongs also to the Sons of the American Kevolution .mil to i:iias Howe, -Jr., Post,

Xo. 3, (i. A. K. of which lie is senior \ ice commander. The records show that his present

home, which he purchased in lS(i(i fnun a distant relative, was many years before a den

of thieves and his patent and deed to the ])resent land date back to King George of England.

The place is beautifully situated on the Housatonic river, about five miles from its mouth,
and is one of the historic and interesting old landmarks of this section of the country,

forming a connecting link between the primitive past and tlic progressive present.

JO.SEPH G. SHAIMRO.

Joseph G. Shapiro, an active member of the Bridgeport bar. practicing as a member of

the firm of Shapiro & Shapiro, was born in New York city, .January 18. 1886, but prac-

tically his entire life has been passed in Bridgeport. He studied law at Yale, completing

his course in 1907, and received the degree of LL. B. cum laude and in the same year was
admitted to the Connecticut bar, after wliicli he joined his brother, Charles H. Shapiro, in

organizing the present firm of Shapiro & Shapiro. They occupy an enviable position at the

Bridgeport bar, and have acted as counsel in many important eases tried in the state and
federal courts in recent years in this district. He is city attorney of the city court and
corporation counsel of Shelton. a nu'mber of the American Bar Association, the State Bar
Association and the Commercial Law League of America. A stalwart republican, he is a

member of the National Eepubliean League, and also belongs to the Yale Club of Xew
Y'ork and tlie Clii Tau Kappa. Among fraternities his association is with the Masons, the

Klks and the B'nai B'rith. He resides in Shelton but maintains his offices in Bridgeport.

He was married on June 19. 1917, to Helen Rosenstein, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John H.
Kosenstein.

BERXAKD FAUST, D. D. S.

Among the younger representatives of tlie dental profession practicing in Bridgeport

is Dr. Bernard Faust, a University of Pennsylvania graduate of the class of 1915. It was
not until the 18th of .January, 1917, that he opened an office in this city, where he now has

splendidly appointed dental quarters at Xo. 1241 .State street. He was here born on the

13th of April, 1891, and is the only son of Mr. and Mrs. George Faust, wlio are now well

known citizens of Bridgeport. The latter bore the maiden name of Sarah Bleiweiss and
both were born in Russian Poland but were married in Germany. Soon afterward they

crossed the Atlantic to the United States and after living for about a year in Xcw York they

came to Bridgeport, where they still reside, having now made their home here since the '80s.

For twenty years the father conducted a barber shop under the old Pecpionnock Bank,
which stood on the site of the First Bridgeport N'ational Bank. Dr. Faust is the only

Vol 11—24
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son of tlie family but lias two sisters, one of wliom is older and the other younger, wliile

both are married and still live in Bridgeport.

Dr. Faust was graduated from the Bridgeport high school with the class of 1910 and ho

eompleted a course in the dental department of the University of Pennsylvania in 1915. He

then located for practice in Cleveland, Ohio, and was afterwai'd at Hartford and at Stam-

ford, Connecticut, for a brief period but on tlie 18th of January, 1917, he returned to

Bridgeport and opened an office at 1241 State street, where already he has built up a

good practice that is steadily growing as he demonstrates his ability to cope with intricate

professional problems and e.xecute difficult surgical work. He belongs to the Bridgeport

Dental Society and is now assistant on the oral surgical stafl' at St. Vincent's Hos[iital,

Bridgeport.

During tin' three years which he spent as a student in the dental department of the

University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Faust served as a member of the freshman track team.

He won a quarter-mile run in Celtic Park of New York city in 1910, for which he was

awarded a gold medal. He obtains his recreation chiefly tlirougli tlie athletic aveiiucs

opened by the Young Men's Christian Association, of which he is a member. He still

adlieres to the Hebrew faith and he is a member of the Alpha Omega, a dental fraternity.

Those who know him, and he has a wide acquaintance, find him an alert, enterprising and

progressive young man whose course is characterized by steady advancement.

WARD M. COWLES.

An Oliioan by birth, a resident of Connecticut by choice. Ward JI. Cowles has become

an active business man of Bridgeport as manager for the Sterling Tire Corporation. He was

born in Warren, Ohio, April 11. 1872. his parents being Warren W. and Mary (HiltiUidiile)

Cowles, the former a native of Southington, Connecticut, and the latter bcun in Niles, Oliio.

The Cowles family is of English lineage and was founded in America at an early period

in the development of the new world. The mother was a second cousin of President McKinley.

The father was a mason contractor and followed that business for many years but is now

living retired in Florida. His wife has passed away.

The family removed from Ohio to Thomaston, Connecticut, in 1876 and there Ward

M. Cowles acquired a public school education, passing through consecutive grades to the

h!"h school. When his textliooks were put aside he began working with his father in the

contracting business and learned the mason's trade. In young manhood he became connected

with the circus business, in which he engaged in a small way for a few years. Afterward

he engaged in tlie contracting business with his fatlier and ultimately was made assistant

building insiiector of Bridgeport under Dan Rowlands, serving in that capacity for two and

a half years. In February, 1917, the Sterling Tire Corporation was organized and succeeded

to the business uf the Rutherford Rubber Company, which was estalilished in Bridgeport

in July, 1912. Tlicir first location was in room 16 in the Rowland building, a room sixteen

feet square, and duiing tlie lirst year the company solil tires to the value of forty tlinusand

dollars. Ward M. Cowles being manager of the business at that time. He built up a trade

through mail service and personal solicitation and he now has a very large business, selling

in considerable measure to out of town trade. In 1010 the business amounted to one hundred

thousand dollars. The company handles auto tires, tubes, patches, etc. In December, 1914,

a removal was made to the ]lrc^ellt location at No. :H0 Fairfield street, where they have

a fine place of business, the store being beautifiilly finished and splendidly equipped. Witli

the reorganization of their interests under the name of the Sterling Tire Corporation, Mr.

Cowles continued as a manager and is now the directing head of the Bridgeport branch of

the enteri)i isc. From the beginning the trade has constantly increased and something of the
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spirit of imlustry aiul ]iiiif;i'i'ssivc'iiess wliicli oluiractorizes tlie unili'itiikiiij,' is iiiilicali'd in

the fact tlial tudiiy tlie corporatiou owns and controls twenty-seven stores and expects to

open ten more in I'JIT. Mr. C'owles is a stockliolder in tlie parent concern, the Rutherford

Kubber Company, whicli is located in Rutherford. Xew .lersey. The Sterling Tir<' Corpora

tion expects to reach three and a half million dollars in its business sales in I'.ilT. Mr.

Oowles is the company's expert in establishing the stores, having promoted fourteen of the

twenty-seven. The liridyeporl branch employs about eijjht people and the business at this

point, as in other locations, is steadily growing and developing. Mr. C'owles closely studies

the trade in every particular, is watchful of the market and of the local ilemand and dis-

plays almost intuitive wisdom in selecting locations for branch stores.

In June, 18U8, occurred the nuirriage of Mr. C'owles and Miss Nellie I. Meyers, of Bridge-

port, a daughter of William and Klizabeth (Moore) Jleyers. They have three cliildren,

Warren W.. Annalielle and JIary. Tlic family attend the Episcopal church and Mr. Cowlcs is

well known in fraternal circles, holding membership in St. .lolin's Lodge, !•'. & A. M. He

has also attained the Knight Templar degree in tlie Vork Kite and tlic thirty-second degree

in the Scottish Rite and is a Xoble of the Mystic Shrine. He is likewise connected with the

Knights of Pythias, having become a charter member of Park City I^odge. His political

.allegiance is given to the republican party, but while he keeps well informed on the questions

and issues of the day and is never neglectful of tlie duties of citizenship, he does not care to

hold office, but prefers to concentrate his energies u])on his business affairs, which are rapidly

developing, making his one of the im])ortant commercial undertakings of Bridgeport.

EDWARD MACKIE iI.\cClTCHEOX.

Edward Mackie JtacC'utcheon is well known in insurance circles in BridgeiJort as the

district agent of the Fidelity & Casualty Company of Xew Vork. He was born in Brooklyn

on the f.jtli of April, LSSl. a son of Edward Mackie JIacCutcheon, for whom he was named.

The father, a native of Scotland, died about twenty years ago. The mother, who bore the

maiden name of Frances Mackie, is of Irish descent and is now- living in Philadelphia. Edward

M. MacCutcheon is their only son but has two sisters: Mrs. Edward Randall, livuig in

Philadelphia; and Mrs. Henry Xewton Meeker, of Brooklyn, X'ew York.

In his native city of Brooklyn, Edward M. MacCutcheon spent his youthful days and

there attended school to the age of ten years, when it seemed necessary that he proviile

for his own support and he was obliged to put aside his textbooks. Since then he has had

no public scliool training, but he has been an apt |)upil in the school of experience and,

realizing the worth and value of intellectual development, he has devoted nianv evenings

to study in the classes of the Young Men's Cliristian Association, mainly the Central

Association of Brooklyn. His first position was that of cash boy in a large retail dry goods

store, where he received the munificent salary of two dollars a week. He remained in the

employ of that firm for about live years, a fact indicative of his faitlifulncss. while his

ability was further attested in various promotions that came to him with a consequent

increase in salary. His last work in the store was in the clock department and there he

acquired a knowledge of clock making and repairing. When fifteen years of age he entered

a large jewelry establishment of Brooklyn, with which he was connected for seven years

in the clock and watch repairing department. For two or three years thereafter he occupied

a position with a jewelry house of Xew York city but about 190S made his initial step in

the field of insurance in connection with the casualty branch of the business. His first

emplojnnent along that line was as clerk in the lialiility department of the Empire State

Surety Company of Xew Y'ork city and he has since been closely identified with casualty

in.surance. He was with the Empire State Surety Company for some time and then became
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an outsiile solicitor for the I'niun Casualty Company of Philadelphia. A year later he

entered the employ of the Fidelity & Casualty Company of New York city at its Philadelphia

office and has since heen with that company. He came to Bridgeport in November, 1911, as

district agent and has now held the position for six years, during which period the com-

pany's business at this ])oint has enjoyed a steady and substantial growth. His district

enibraces all of P'airhcld county, Connecticut, and a large portion of upper New York.

On the 12th of September, 1911. Mr. ilacCutcheon was married to Miss Laura Stout,

also a native of Brooklyn, and a daughter of .John Stout. Mr. and Mrs. MaeCutcheon have

one son, Edward Mackic, .Jr., born November 12, 1915, on Boston avenue in Bridgeport.

Mr. MaeCutcheon belongs to the Kiwanis Club of Bridgeport and he has become widely

and favorablv known in social as well as business connections here.

HON. FRANK E. CLARK.

Hon. B'rank E. Clark, president of tlie Bridgeport Stone Company, is well known as a

]irominent representative of social and political as well as business interests. He was born

in Salisbury, Connecticut. December 6, 1859, a son of Nehemiah and Elizabeth (O'Brien)

Clark, tlie former a representative of an old colonial family. Mr. Clark came to Bridgeport

in 1880, where he began contract work with the Fairfield County Jail. In 1901, through

endorsing for others, lie met with heavy financial losses which wiped out his fortune and

left him several thousand dollars in debt. Scorning advice to take advantage of the bank-

ruptcy law, Mr. Clark began to reestablish his fortune, soon paying his indebtedness in full,

and today takes rank among the substantial business men of the city. His career truly

is one of a man who "came back," in a business sense, and in the face of most discouraging

circumstances. His standing as a business man and citizen is unsurpassed for integrity,

which can be based u])on actual ]ierformance and his business motto of "tell the truth and

|)ay your bills." His ])osition in connection with his line of business is that of leadership.

In 1900 Mr.^ Clark was married to Miss Elizabeth JI. Dweegan, of Milford, and they

have two children, Elsie Elizabeth and Frank ililler. Mr. Clark is a Royal Arch Mason

and is also identified with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and with the Algonquin

Club. He is a democrat and from 1895 until 1897 inclusive was mayor of Bridgeport, giving

the city a progressive and businesslike administration, instituting many movements which

have been of the greatest benefit. He is a member of the board of apportionment and he

closely and thoughtfully studies all questions of public moment, giving his support to those

interests which he deems of value and worth in jmunoting the upbuilding and welfare

of the cit}'.

MORRIS THOMAS HORWITZ. M. D.

Dr. Jlorris Thomas Horwitz. engaged in the jiractice of medicine and surgery in Bridge-

port with office at 98(5 Stratford avenue, was born in New York city, December 14, 1888,

being the second son of Isadore Horwitz. who was born at New (Jrleans and was the

eldest son of Philip and Sarah (Kalvin) Horwitz. The family home was established in

New Y'ork city, where Isadore Horwitz resided until 1889. He then came to Bridgeport

acconijianied by his father. Philip Hm-witz. the motlier, Mrs. Sarah Horwitz. having died

in New York City. Isadore Horwitz is a traveling salesman and for twenty-eight years

he has made his home in this city.

His son, Jlorris Tliiunas Horwitz, was graduated from the Park Avenue Institute, a
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[irivati- siluiiil of liridyi'port, with Ou- class of I'Jdll. boiiiy one ol tlic lii>iior iiii'ii. llr

iiltoruanl sjifiit a year as a stvul.MU in tlir sciciitilic (Ifiiartiiiciit of ^'alt University and

lator entered upon an aoadeinie eonrsi. in the >'e\v York I'liiversily. In I'.IOS he beeanie a

inedieal student in tlie New York I'niversity and afterward spent four years in tin- Tol-

](>;<• of Physicians and Surgeons at Ualtiniore. winning liis M. J), degree in I'.lli:. I'or (^iii'

year tliereafti'r lie was in the Ilelircw Hospital of Ualtiniore and in l'.)i:! he passed an

exaniinatioii before the state lioard of ini'dic-al exaiuiiiers, at wliich he made an average

of ninety-eight, eiiiialling that of any other student among the seventy apiilieaiits who

took the examination at that time. Thus being lieensed to praetiee, he shortly afterward

entered upon the aitive work of his profession in Bridgeport and since November, lt*i:!,

has been hicaleil at Xo. '.KSt; Stratford avenue, where he has a spliMidid general practice.

He is a iiieiiiber of the Kairlield fouiity and the ( oiiiiccticiit Stale .Medical Societies and

also of the American Jledical AssociatitJii.

On the :21st of l''ebruary. HHT. Dr. Ilorwitz was married to .Miss Sabina M. Zinberg,

of Baltimore, with wlioiii lie liad beiiuiie ac(piaiiited wliile attending medical college there.

Her father, Nathan ]'.. Zinberg, was a well known retired merchant of tliat city but de-

parted this life on tlic '.Jiith of February. I'.llT. Dr. Horwit/, belongs to the I'ark .Vvenue

Temple of Bridgeport, thus holding to tlie Plebrew faith, and he also has membership with

Abraham Lodge of B'nai B'rilh. He is likewise a jiast iiolilc grand of tlie Odd Fellow.s

lodge at Baltimori', .Maryland. lie enjoys swimiiiiiig. boating, fishing and other outdoor

sports and his favorite summer nlreat is Lake (ieorge. when' he tries to S|iend a few

weeks eaeh year, going thither if it is possible to put aside his active professional duties

for that leni;th of time.

.JOHN T. COCKERIXL.

.lohii T. t'ocUcrcll. sei-retary of the Bridgeport Klastic Fabric t'(piii]iaiiy. has liccn identified

with business interests in this city for almost a thin! of a century, his first work here

being in connection with the bnihling of the old St. .lohn's Fpiscopal ehurcli. He was at

that time a man of about thirty-two years, his birth having occurred in Coventry, War-

wickshire, England, February 5. l,So4, his parents being Thomas and Mary .\nn t'ockcrcU,

the former a coal merchant, but both now deceased.

After acquiring a public school education in his native country .lolin T. Cockerel!

learned the trade of ribbon manufacturing. As stated, he arrived in Bridgeport in l.SSti and

after aiding in the building of the church he began work with the Bridgejiort Elastic Webbing

Company, with which he remained for fifteen years in the rubber department. Later he

spent a few months with the Automatic ilaeliine Company and in l'J(12 purchaseil the

interest of Arthur Moore in the Bridgeport Elastic Fabric Company, of which he was made

secretary in 190.3. In the intervening years he has contributed in substantial measure to

the upbuilding of this business, which has now become one of the important concerns of the

kind in New ICngland and which at a recent date was merged into the Evcrlastik t'oinpany.

His connection with the Elastic Fabric Com]iany has covered a long ])eriod, making him

familiar with the trade in principle and detail, and his progressive methods have done

much to deviOo]) this into one of the foremost productive industries of the kind in

Connecticut.

Ill 1ST5 Mr. Cockerell was unitcil in marriage to Miss Harriet Hull, of Kngland, a

daughter of George and Salina Hull, who were farming people of that country. Mr. and

Mrs. Cockerell have become the parents of twelve children, nanndy; Emily, the wife of

Wallace Hall, of Stratford; Lizzie, the wife of Warwick Hudson, of Stratford, by whom

she has live children: lienevieve, at home; Bertha, the wife of Frederick liiirdick, of Strat-
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lord; (ieitrude, the wife of William Snadecki, of Bridgeport, a plumber by whom she has

three tliildren; Thomas, a dairyman engaged in the sale of pasteurized milk in Bridgeport,

who is married and has four children; Harriet, deceased; .John, who is married and makes

his home in Bridgeport; Annie, the wife of M. I. Saul, of Australia; and Grace. Lillian

and Etliel. all at home.

Mr. Cockerell has membership with tlie Brotherhood of America and witli the Knichts

of Pytliias. In politics lie is a republican and his religious faith is indicated by his mem-
bership in St. Luke's Episcopal church. Coming to America in early manhood, he has never

had occasion to regret his determination to try his fortune in the new world, for here he

found good business opportunities and as the years have gone on has worked his way
steadily upward.

EDWARJ:> J. McMANUS.

Edward J. McManus. attorney at law. Education: Bridgeport high scliool, Williams

College and Yale Law School. Admitted to Connecticut bar in June. 1913. Associated in

the practice of law with Charles S. Canfield and .lohn S. Pullman. Married Lilian R. Wheeler,

January 27, 1910.

FRA^fKLIN E. SULLIVAN, D. D. S.

Lir. Franklin E. Sullivan, who since 1908 has engaged in tlie practice of dentistry in

Bridgejiort, is numbered among the many native sons of Connecticut who ieel that the state

offers every 0])portunity that could be found elsewhere and therefore iiave never sought

residence in other sections of the country, for Dr. Sullivan is a native of Stonington, his

birtli having there occurred on the 4th of December, 187',). He is a son of Maurice and

Mary (Collins) Sullivan. The father was born at Valentia. County Kerry. Ireland, and was

brought by his parents to the new world when but six years of age, the family home

being established at Norwich. Connecticut. For many years he engaged in business as a

dealer in granite but is now living retired at Westerly. Rhode Island, at the age of seventy-

,four years. His wife, a native of this state, was a daughter of Michael and Ellen Collins

and passed away in 1806, at the age of forty-six years. In the family are three sons and

a daugliter wlio are yet living.

Dr. Sullivan, the only one residing in Bridgeport, was reared and educated in Stoninglon.

Connecticut, but when only twelve years of age put aside his textbooks in order to provide

for his own su])port. He was first employed in a hardware store in Westerly, Rhode Island,

not far from iStonington. and in )9n:! he passed a civil service examination. For a few-

months thereafter he was employed as clerk in the Westerly postoftice but again became

connected with the hardware trade. His ambition, however, pointi d to professional fields

and in I'.iO") he entered the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, from wliicli he was grad-

uated with the D. D. S. degri'e in 1908. In September of that year he located tor practice

in Bridgeport, with office in the Meigs building. He has the latest improved instruments

and ap|diaiices for successful dental work according to modern scientific methods and he

has intimate knowledge of the latest discoveries and researches concerning the profession,

keeping in touch with the advance of progress along this line through his membership in the

Briilgeport, Connecticut, American and Northeastern Dental Societies.

(Jn tlie 39th of January. 1917, Dr. Sullivan was married to Miss Mary Ciertrnde Kellelly,

of Bridgiport. a daughter of tlie late lOduard Kellelly. Dr. Sullivan's chief diversion is
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motorih"-. He is an Klk and a Kiiij'ht nf ('(iluniliiis. the latter iiidicatinf; his Catliolic cdii^

niction. his inemlieiship being in .St. xViigiistine eliurch. His politieal endorsement is given

to the republican party and he Iceops well informed on the questions and issues of tlie dav,

believing firmly in the priiu-iples wliieli eonstitnte the party platform. In matters of citizen-

sliip he stands for proj;ress and imjiroveinent and is always ready and willing to h-nd liis

iiid and cooperation to plans an<l projects for the public good.

GEORC;]': I'. C AKROLL.

George F. Carroll is a partner in the .st.ite Itcalty Company of Bridgejiort. having been

one of the organizers of the tirm in I'JIG. He u:is born at Winsted, Connecticut, and is the

youngest of the three sons of Theron S. and Lucy A. (Downs) Carroll. The father was
for many years a manntacturer of pins, hooks and eyes and champagne taps at Winsteil,

Connecticut, corner of Clifton and Main street. He afterward removed to Waterbury,
Connecticut, where he passed away at the age of sixty-eight year.s. He long survived his

wife, who died during tiie early cliildliood of (icorge F. Carroll.

• The son spent his l)oyhood days in Winsted, wliere he attended the public scliools

until he reached the age of about si.\teen years, when he entered his father's factory and
was connected with the business for several years. After some initial experience he went
upon the road as a traveling salesman, representing the liouse of which his father was the

head. In 1916 he came to Bridgeport and on the loth of April of that year embarked in

the real, estate business as a partner in the State Realty Company. This company has since

conducted a good business. Already it has won a liberal clientage and its progressive

methods insure success in the futiu'e. The members possess business talents of high order

combined with tact, enterprise and determination, and their clientage is steadily growing.

Mr. Carroll is a Jlason of high rank, having attained the Knights Templar Degree in

the York Rite and being a Prince of the Royal Secret, thirty-second degree, in the Scottish

Rite. He belongs to St. .Andrew's Lodge, No. 64. F. & A. M., of Winsted. Connecticut; Eureka
Chapter, No. 22, R. A. M.. of Waterbury; Waterbury Council, No. 21. R. & S M.; Clark
Commandery. No. 7. K. T.. of Waterbury; Lafayette Consistory, S. P. R. S.. of Bridgeport;

and Sphinx Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., of Hartford. His life is an exemplification of the
teachings and [lurposes of the craft and he is ever found ready to extend a helping hand
to those in need of assistance.

JIRS. .lENNIE C. BARNES.

In recent years woman has taken her place as the equal of man in all those lines of

business which demand intelligence, resourcefulness and determination, and in the field of

real estate activity Mrs. Barnes is now making for herself a most creditable position, she
is a partner in the State Realty Company, with offices in the Sturdevant Place block in

Bridgeport. A native of Thoma.ston, Connecticut, she is a daughter of Dan S. and Sarah E.

(Painter) Carter, botli of whom have now passed away. She became the wife of G. Fred
Barnes, of Waterbury, who was widely known throughout Connecticut as a prominent
Odd Fellow, having been grand chief patriarch of the state. He was also prominent in

various other orders, but it was in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows that he achieved
the most distinction and highest honors. He died at his home in Waterbury, Connecticut.

in 1903. In 1916 -Mrs. Barnes came to Bridgeport and entered the real estate business.

Although the State Realty Company has had an existence of little more than a vear, it
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has been active and substantial progress lias been made. Intelligently directed energy is

winning for it success and already it has gained a creditable position in real estate circles.

Mrs. Barnes is eligible to membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution, tor

among her ancestors in both the paternal and maternal lines were those who fought for

national independence.

FRANK HUBBARD.

Frank Hubbard, who since 1910 has been secretary of the People's Savings Bank of

Bridgeport, is a native of Rhode Island and in the acquirement of his education there

attended public schools until graduated from the Providence high school. Later he became

a student in Brown University. He dates his residence in Bridgeport since October, 1872,

when he removed to this city to become clerk and bookkeeper for the Western Union Tele-

graph Comjiany. He afterward spent five years with the Adams Express Company and rose

to the position of cashier of the Bridgeport oflice and in 1880 entered into active relations

with tlie People's Savings Bank as teller and bookkeeper and in October, 1910, was elected

to the position of secretary, ilore than thirty years' connection with the bank has estab-

lished his reputation as a most capable and progressive ofticial. He has contributed in large

measure to the success of the institution, studying every phase of the banking business and

of financial questions which engage the attention of the country. The People's Savings Bank

has tlie most modern burglar and fireproof vaults in Bridgeport and the institution, which

is mentioned elsewhere in this work, has enjoyed continued growth from the beginning.

On the 2d of May, 1878, Mr. Hubbard was married to Miss Mary Julia Calef. of Bridge-

port, a daughter of Deacon Thomas Calef of the South Congregational church. Their chil-

dren are: Marion C, the wife of Henry T. Mosher, residing at Kent, Connecticut: and

Bertha A., a teacher living at liome. Mr. Hubbard votes with the republican party and

keeps well informed on tlie questions and issues of the day. He holds membership witli tlie

United Congregational church and for ten years was clerk of the South Congregational chunli.

His has been an active and well spent life, guided by honorable principles and stiiuulated

by laudable ambition and ijurpose, and wherever known he is held in high esteem.

HENRY E. BISHOP.

Henry E. Bishop, funeral diri'ctor and enilialmer. conducting business at No. 274 Fair-

field avenue, was l)orn in Wdodbury, Connecticut, ilay 4. 1871, a son of Edward N. Bisliop,

whose birth occurred in Woodluuy on the 24tli of .Tune. 1838. and wlio on the 6th of July,

1881), removed to Bridgeport. He was a brother of William F. Bishop, who 'was born in

Woodbury, April ISO. isiii'i. and who on the Kith of February. 1872. established the Bishop

undertaking business at No. (i.'i State street, in Bridgeport, having a short time before

removed to this city. In Fi-l>ruary, 1875. he was joined by John CuUinan under the firm

stvle of Bisluqi & CuUinan, ;in association that was maintained until October 16. 1882,

wlien Mr. CuUinan retiicd. \\ illiain 1". Bisliop tlien continued the business under his own

name until his demise, whin f.ihvard N. Bishoji purchased the business. He had come

to Bridf'eport in 1886, as jircviously stated, and at once liad become interested in the

undertaking business. At the time of his brother's death he purchased the latter's inter-

est and the firm style was tlicn changed to E. N. Bisliop & Son. The death of Edward N.

Bishop occiirreil Xiivemlier 12, 19111. at wliich time Henry 1'^. Bisliop became soh- mviier-

and is iinu lundui-f ing the business uiidrr his ohm name.
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Henry K. liisliup :in|uiri'(l liis early cducatidii in liis iintivi' t4HVM and in Marcli. 18SS,

came to iilidgepoit, wliere he lias siiu-c lieeii aetively ediineeteil with tlie iiiulertakiiij^ husi-

ness. This is toiUiy the oldest undertaking establishment in Bridgeport, if not in the

state, and for furty-fmir years a liishop has hi'cn at the lieail. Henry K. Bishop has intro-

diiced many modern improvements. In I'.llO lie erected a modern substantial building

expressly for tlie l)U>iness and in J'.ll-' h<' installed an autonmhili' equipment, the tirst in

the state. The building is linished in hardwood an<l his plaee of business is equipped with

every facility known to metropolitan undertaking. There is a finely equipped otKee and

display room, a eonvenient and sanitary endialming room and a s|>aeious and handsomely

furnished mortuary ehapel on the second tloor, the tirst and largest in the city. No charge

is made f(n- its use. The building also has elevator >er\ire an<l there is a covered area and

in the rear of the building is located the garages reached by a concrete driveway from

Elm street. All branches of funeral direction are executed in the most painstaking man-

ner and to the minutest detail and an assistant is on duty at night, so that service can

be secured at any time in the twenty-four hours. Mr. Bislio]) ranks among the progres-

sive business men of his city and is held in high regard not only through his business

connections but also for his many admirable personal qualities. H,. Is a nu-mber of the

leading fraternal organizations and among Ins assoeiati-s is licld in tlu' highest esteem.

ilr. Bishop was married in Bridgeport in I'JOl to Kose Wipper, of New Haven, and
they have two children, Edward H. and Harriet It.

FRANK N. BENHAM, .]R.

Frank N. Beiduim, Jr., assistant cashier of the First liiidgeport Natioiuil Batik, was born

December 18, 1884, a son of Frank N. Benham, Sr., who is mentioned elsewhere in this work.

After mastering the elemental branches of learning in private schools, which he attended, he

entered Williams College. Throughout his entire business career he has lueii c<iiineeted with

the First Bridgeport National Bank, entering that institution as messenger in July, 190:j,

at a salary of five dollars per week. He worked his way upward through the position

of bookkeeper to that of receiving teller and in the fall of I'MA was elected assistant cashier,

which position he has since filled. He has been a close student of every phase of tlie

business and his broadening experience has made his service of value to the institution which

he represents, his ability being attested by his promotions.

On the 2d of March, IDIT, Mr. Benham was united in marriage to Jliss Catherine Wagner,
who was born in Alsace-Lorraine, France, and was brought to America by her parents in

her girlhood days. .Mr. Benham is well known in social circles, having membership in the

Biopklawn ('(Uintry (Tub. the Cniversity Club of Bridgeport, tlie Williams Club of New-

York and the Quiimipiac Club of New Haven.

NELSON H. DOWNS.

Nelson H. Downs, assistant works manager of the Bridgeport Elastic Fabric Company,
has spent his entire life in this city, in which he is now recognized as a valuable asset in

business circles. He was born Sejitember 12, 1884. of the marriage of Edwaiil W. and Alice

M. iBenedictI Downs, the former a native of Huntington, Connecticut, and the latter of

Bridgeport. Her father was William C. Benedict, who arrived in Bridgeport in 1S27, when
but seven years of age, and jiassed away in 1914 at a very advanced age. The paternal

grandfather. Nelson H. Downs, was a resident of Huntington and a riq)reseiitativc of an
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old Connecticut family. Kdward \V. Downs engaged in the feed business and thus pro-

vided for the support of his wife and children tlirougli the management of a well conducted

business enterprise. He died in 1887.

Nelson H. Downs, whose name introduces this review, acquired a public school education,

which he supplemented by study in the llount Pleasant Military Academy. His initial

business e.xperience came to him through three years spent as an employe with the firm

of David Trubee & Company. He was afterward a salesman for the Armstrong Manufactur-

ing Company for three years and in 1909 he became connected with the Bridgeport Elastic

Fabric Company. He made it his purpose to thoroughly master every task assigned him

and soon gained liroad and ]jractical knowledge of the business that led to promotion from

time to time until in Feliruary, 1914, he was made assistant plant manager and has since

occupied that position of large responsibility.

On the 8th of .hinc, mill, Mr. Downs was nuirried to Miss Beatrice Tomlinson, a

daughter of Russell and Lillian (Walter) Tomlinson, of Bridgeport. Their children are

Nelson H. and Russell Tomlinson. Mr. Downs is a member of the Seaside Club. Politically

he casts an independent ballot, considering the capability of a candidate rather than his

party affiliation. He attends the Congregational church and his aid and infiuence are given

on tile side of those activities and interests which work for the betterment of the com-

munity and which ui'liold civic virtue and civic progress.

EDWIN \V. FRAUENBERGER.

Edwin W. Eraueiibcrgcr, engaged in the real e>.tate, rents and insurance business in

Bridge|iort, in uliiih connection he is widely known, was born July 7, 1S79, in the city in

which he still makes his home. His father, Julius C. Frauenberger, long a valued citizen of

Bridgeport, came from Germany to the new world when a youth of thirteen years and has

now r(Mrlie<l the age of seventy-seven years. Of this period six decades have been passed

in Bridgeport, where he was in-tively connected with business until 1917, when he retired.

His wife, uliu passed awav ahiiiit twenty years ago. bore the maiden name of Bertha

Binder. She. too. was born in (ierinany but in her girlhood was brought to America by her

parents, who first settled in New York city but subsequently came to Bridgejiort. In the

family of .Mi-, ami Mis. Fraucniieiger were ten children, four of wliom died young, the sur-

viving ones being: Edwin "W., .lulius E., Oscar C, Carl E., Albert H. and Nellie, all residents

of Bridgeport.

p:dwin W. Frauenberger has spent his entire life in his native city and after pursuing

his preliminary education in the public schools com|)leted a course in the Bridgeport Business

College, from whicli he was graduated at the age of fourteen. When a youth of fifteen he

entered the employ of Howard H. Scribner, a prominent real estate and insurance man.

whom lie represented as collector. That he proved capable and efiicient is indicated in the

fact th;it he was c.Piin.ctcl with Mr. Scribner until the hitter's death in 1908, altliough

long siiiic he hail been made a incinbcr of the finii. having been admitted to a partnership

upon the incorporation ot the linsim-ss in 1901 under the name of the Scribner Company, at

which time he was chosen secndary. Mr. Scribner died in 1908 and Jlr. Frauenberger con-

tinued with the business until 1914. when he established the present agency under his own

name, and has since continued the business with marked success, handling real estate, rents

and insurance. His is now ,>i I the well established and prosperous business concerns

of the kind in Bridge]Mirt. Fnr a year and a half he has maintained his offices in the Frank-

lin block at No. 164 State street. He has won a clientage of gratifying proportions.

(In the lath of Seiitember. 1904. Mr. Frauenberger was married to Miss Mary 0.

Williams of Trumlnill. (.'onnecticut. and they have had four children. Mabel Lois. Ruth
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Eclwina, Artluir iMlwanl and llmvaiil, of whom tiie last naiiiod [lassed away April 22,

I'Jl", aged eigliteeii iiumllis. The family resides at Xo. 363 Prospect street, where Air.

I'raucnberger purchased a resideme several years ago. Both he and his wife are uiembers

of the First Presbyterian ilmrcli of Bridgeport ami their many substantial and admirable

qualities have gained for them the warm regard and friendship of those with whom they have

come in contact.

WILLIS H. LYOX.

Willis H. Lyon, treasurer of the People's Savings Bank of Bridgeport, has been identified

with the institution for thirty-one years and has occupied his present position since the oOth

of January, 1913. He was born in Biidgeport. May 1:'). IS6S, a son of dames W. and Jane

A. (Fox) Lyon, the former a native of Greenwich. Connecticut, and the latter of Westport,

this state. The father came to Bridgeport as body maker for a carriage manufacturing

company in ISol and later was jiroprietor of a meat market, but for thirty years he has

lived retired, enjoying a rest which he has truly earned and richly deserves. Both he and

his wife still survive and he has now passed the eighty-fourth milestone on life's journey.

Willis H. Lyon, reared in Bridgeport, was graduated from the high school and at the

age of eighteen years became connected with the People's Savings Bank, his identification

therewith dating from tlie 1st of .hine, 1886. Throughout his entire business career he has

been associated with this institution and is thoroughly familiar with its development and

with the various branches and phases of its business operations and connections. On the

25th of October. 1910, he was promoted to the position of assistant treasurer and on the

oOth of January, 1013, was elected treasurer, which position he has now filled for more than

four years.

Mr. Lyon is an independent voter, considering the ca])ahility of the candidate rather than

his party ties. Fraternally he is a prominent ilason, having attained the Knight Templar

degree in the York Rite and the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite, and he is also a

Noble of the Mystic Shrine. He belongs to the Seasi<le Club and to the Brooklawn Country

Club and thus his social nature finds expression in pleasant companionship with men of

kindred tastes and interests.

FRANK WEBB, M. 1).

Dr. Frank Webb, engaged in the practice of nu'ilicino in Bridgeport, was liiprn November

3. 1863, at the family home on what is now Park avenue but at that time was Division

street. He is descended in the paternal line from Richard Webli, who came from Dorsetshire,

England, in 1636 and was one of the original founders and settlers of Cambridge, Jlassa-

chusetts. He removed to Boston in 1629 and ten years later became one of the original

settlers of Stratford, Connecticut. His next place of residence was Stamford, where he

continued to make his home until his death in 1669. Representatives of the family partici-

pated in the early Indian wars, the French and Indian war and in the Revolutionary war,

and Dr. Webb is therefore eligible to membership in the various patriotic societies, including

the Sons of the American Revolution. His father, William Henry Webb, was born in the

town of Wilton, Fairfield county, Connecticut, in 1822 but spent practically his entire life in

Bridgeport, where he became a well known manufacturer. He passed away here in 1892,

having for six years survived his wife, who died in 1886. She bore the maiden name of

Frances French and was born in Farleigh, Sussex county. England, in .Tuiu-, 1822, and came
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to the United States with lier piueiits, James and Saiali (Russell) Fiencli, in her early girl-

hood. She had therefore readied tlie a^e of sixty-four years when called to her final rest.

In the family were ten children hut only two are now liviny, the sister being Miss Gertrude

Webb, who |iri'sides over the lionu' of lier brother, l)i'. Webb. The residence which they

occupy in Iraiiistan avenui' was built by their father duriiit; their early childhood on land

which has been in possession of the family since 164G.

Dr. Webb belongs to the Connecticut State Eclectic Medical Society and is now chair-

man of its nominating committee. He also belongs to tlie National Eclectic Medical Asso-

ciation. Of lOpiscopal faith, lie holds membership in Tiinity church of Southport. He is

fortunate in having back of him an ancestry honorable and ilistinguished and may indeed be

liapjiy that his lines i}f life have been cast in harmony therewith. In person, in talents and

in character hf is a wcirthy scion of his race, while his professional achievements have added

new laurels to an untarnished familv name.

CHARLES .1. LEVEETV, il. D.

()n tlie list of Bridgeport's capable ]ihysicians appears the name of Charles J. Leverty,

who won liis .\I. 1). degree in lilOl upon graduation from the Bellevue Hospital Medical

College. He was born on Main street in liridgeport, Ajiril 17, IHTT, and his father, -James

Leverty, was also a native of tliis city, Imrn November 23, IH,'!'.!. Tlie Leverty family is

one of the best known in BridgepiMt. Thr paternal grandparents of Dr. Leverty were John

and Helen (Rowe) Leverty, both natives of Ireland. They were married, however, in New

York city and John Leverty, who was a contractor and builder, removed with his family

from the metropolis to Bridge|iort in the '.'iOs. Among his children was Mrs. Ellen De

Laiiey. the w iduw of William De Laney and the mother of Alexander L. De Laney, the

]iresciit ]irosec\iting attorney of Bridgeport. She is a younger sister of James Leverty. In

early life he learni'd the liarness maker's trade but afterward engaged in the grocery busi-

ness. I 111 the :.'4tli of .lanuary. 1S66, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Dennehy,

a native ot hcdand. who came to the I'nited States with her niotlier when eleven years

of age. Sill' was born .lime 24, 1,S40, and her death occurred October 2(3, 1912, when sev-

entv-two vears i>f age. while .lames Leverty was called to his tinal rest February 2, l',)15.

In their family were thirteen children, of whom live died in infancy, while eight are yet

living, ti\e sons and tliree daughters, all residents of Bridgeport. The brothers of Dr.

Leverty are: .lolin A., a druggist; Archibald, a eontraetor; .lames P., also engaged in the

drug liusiness; and N'iiieeiit De I'aiil. \n ho follows the same line. The three sisters are:

Elizabeth, the wife uf .liihii K. Kelly: Irene C.: and Mary Veronica.

Ill the attainment ol his ediuatioii Dr. Leverty completed a high sclioid course in

Bridgeport liy j;radiiatiuii with the class of ISUT, and in 1!I01 he gained his Jl. 1). degree

upon graduation Inim the Bellevue Hos]iital Medical College. He afterward spent one

year in St. Franeis ll.ispital of Hartfonl and a year ami a half in the Bridgeport Hospital,

and since I'.Hi:; he has been engaged in active jiractice in Bridgeport. For a considerable

jieriiid he was located on State' street but in lill") removed hi« otlice to the splendid Leverty

hiuiie at No. i)2 .lames street, a home wliiili his father. James Leverty, erected more than

a cpiarter of a century ago and which has since been the abode of the family. The par-

ents both died ill this home and it is still the residence of Dr. Leverty. two of his brothers,

Archibald and James P.. and his sisters. Irene and \eroiiiea.

Dr. Leverty has had military training, having seived tor fivi' y<'ars in the Hns])ital

Corps of the Coast Artillery of the Coimeeticut State Militia with the rank of first ser-

geant. In polities he is a demiicrat ami in rcdigious faith a Catholic, holding membersiiip

in St. Auyiistine's eliurrh. He is also iiliiit itied with the Knights of Columbus and is a
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nu'iiibcr of t\w ^i<\\<'^^• fralmiit v, I'lii Alpha Sigma. At tho presfiit tiiiir h.' is st'i-viiig

on the staff of St. \iiu-i'iit's llospital in the oliiklren's depaitment, having Itecn connected

witli tliat institution since its cstaldislmient, and in addition to his private practice he ia

serving as medical examiner for tlie 'I'lavelers. tlie .loliri llancoclv and the I'liion Central

Insurance Companies. He belongs to the liridgcport, tlic hairlield County and the Con-

necticut State Medical Societies and also to the American Medical Association. He has

many admiralile i|iialities. is veiy |iopular and enjoys a large and growing practice.

ARTHt'R M. WILSON.

Arthur M. Wilson, secretary of the Bridgi'port Fire Underwriters Association and as

such well known in insurance circles, is a native of the city in whiih lie resides, his birtli

having here occurred on the Uth of .hily, 1.S89. He is the only son of the late Frank

M. Wilson, a prominent and well known merchant and business man of Bridgeport. While

spending his youthful days under the parental roof he attended the public schools to the

age of sixteen 3-ears and the following year went upon the road as a traveling salesman,

representing the Underwood Typewriter Com|)any in Denver, Colorado, while later he was

in the office of the same company at Colorado Springs. After two years' sojourn in the

west, however, he returned to Bridgeport in 1908 and here entered the employ of the Thomas
P. Taylor Company as its real estate representative, occupying that position for four years.

From 1912 until 1916 he was engaged in the real estate and insurance business on liis own
account at Xo. 63 Cannon street and since 1916 he has been connected with tlie insurance

agency of Zalmon Goodsell & Company. For tliree years he has been secretary of the

Bridgeport Board of Fire Underwriters.

Mr. Wilson has led a busy and active life and for diversion turns to swimming, base-

ball and football, formerly taking a very active pitrt in baseball, football, tennis and hockey

games. He is an Elk and an Odd Fellow and a niendier of the Bridgeport Club. He also

hohls membership in Christ Episcopal church, of which he is a vestryman. He has a wide

acquaintance in Bridgeport, his native city, and by all who know him is spoken of in terms

of liiah regard.

FREDERICK W. HALL.

Frederick W. Hall, assistant cashier of the First Bridgeport National Bank, has been

continuously connected with banking interests since starting out upon his Inisiness career

when a youth of seventeen. He was born in Bridgeport, September 19, lS6:i, a son of

Orniel A. and Rebecca (Hatch i Hall. The father was horn in Trumbull, Connecticut, while

the motiier"s birth occurred at the Hatch homestead, which stooii on the corner of Elm
street and ilain street, in Bridgei>ort. She was a daughter of Daniel Hatch, wlio was the

first private banker of Bridgeport and was a partner of Mr. Watson. He died in 1880.

Ormel A. Hall devoted his life to the printing business, but he and his wife have both passed

away. Both were representatives of old colonial families, the former being defended from

Dr. David Hall, who came to Fairfield county, Connecticut, from England in liUO. Among
the ancestors of Frederick W. Hall was Sergeant Francis Nichols, wlio >ervcil in tli..- Kcvolu-

tionary war.

After attending the Prospect street school Frederick W. Hall on the l^t of February,

1881, then a youth of seventeen years, made his initial step in the business world as an

employe of the Pequonnoek National Bank. Gradually he worked his way upward, becoming
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its cashier in 1907. Jn llie raeaiitiiiif lie was called upon to tigurc in connection with the

financial interests of tlie city, for in 1SU3 he was elected city treasurer and continuously

occupied that position until 191;!, save for one terra of two years, his incumbency in the office

covering eighteen years in all—a record which exceeds that of any other treasurer of the city

and one which indicates clearly His marked capability and fidelity. At the same time he

continued in the banking business and in December, 1913, tlie Peijuonnock Bank consolidated

with tlie First Bridgeport National Bank, of which Mr. Hall became assistant cashier and

one of the diie<'turs. He is still idintitied with the institution in that ca|iacity and he is

justly accounti'd one of the safe and reliable hnanciers of the city.

On the Ith of October, 1893, Mr. Hall was married to Miss .Stella Louise Nichols, of

Newtown, a daugliter of Henry T. Nichols, formerly treasurer of Newtown and also treasurer

of the Newtown Savings Bank. Mr. and Mrs. Hall have become parents of two children,

Tauiine Nicllol^ and Kutli Skidmore. the latter now attending Dana Hall. The parents are

members of St. .John's ]';]>iscopal clun'ch. in which Mr. Hal! is serving as treasurer and vestry-

man. He is a member of the Royal Arcanum and also has membership with the Red Men,

with the Musical Union, the Algonquin Club and the Brooklawn Country tlub. In politics

he is a democrat and he belongs to the Sons of the American Revolution. Those who know

him e.steem him as a man of genuine worth as a banker and as a citizen, and in social circles

he is popular by reason of his many admirable traits of character.

OEORCxE W. COGGSWELL.

George \V. Coggswell is conducting a successful and growing business under the name

of the Coggswell Realty Company, whidi is largely engaged in home building. He also

maintains a loan and an insurance il, partinent and the business is bringing gratifying financial

returns. Mr. Coggswell was boiii in Brooktield, ConiuH-ticiit. December 29, 18.i8, and is the

only son of (ieorge W. and .Mary -Jane (Sherwood) Coggswell, both of whom have

now ])assed away. They were rejiresentatives of old Connecticut families residing in the

state through several generation^. The father was a hatter by trade and made his home

at Brooklield, Connecticut, until his death, which occurri'd in is;."). Thi' two daughters of

the family aie Sarah and Mary, who are residents of Danbury, Ccuinecticut.

tieorge \V. Coggswell was reared m Brooktield, where he attended private schools to the

age of seventeen years. When a youth of eighteen he came to Bridgeport, where he pursued

a course in a local business college. When a young man he learned the carpenter's trade,

at which he hrst worker! in Danbury. completing his trade in Bridgeport. He afterward con-

ducted a general contracting business in Ansonia, in Derby and in Shelton, Connecticut, buc

afterward gave up contract work and for eighteen years devoted his entire attention to

mercantile ]nirsuits, owning grocery stores and meat markets at different times in Ansonia,

Derby and Slndton and at certain periods was doing business in all three cities at once.

His mercantile ventures in every instance were successful. In 1908 he came to Bridgeport

and embarked in the real estate business, giving his attention during the first year or two

to farm property. Later he added an insurance department and for several years he has

conducted a general business in real estate, loan and insurance. In 1916 he organized anil

incorporated the Coggswell Realty Company, its object being to build moderate |iriced homes,

to be purchased by people with small incomes who are desirous of having their own homes.

The comjiany has already made a splendid name for itself in Bridgeport through its opera-

tions in tliat line. The company will build such a home as a ]ierson wants and the payments

are little if any in excess of what rental would be. Mr. Coggswell is the president and

treasurer of tlie com|iany. witli William liatchelor as secretary, while Frank Hackett is

foreman and one of the directors, and as home builders they are winning a substantial
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success. Mr. ( onjjswell in additidii to liis f()iii|iaiiy iiitfusts cdinlin-ts a yonoial tire iiisiiiaiire

business and still acts as agent lor large farming interests of Ckinnecticut.

On the 1st of October, 1891, Mr. C'oggswell was united in marriage to Miss Marion lieards-

ley, of Shelton. Connecticut, the only daughter of Henry N. Ueardsley, now deceased, who
was at one time senior member of the Jieardsley Building t'oniiiany of Shelton. Mr. and
Mrs. Coggswcll Inive become tlie parents of tliiee daughters, who are still living: Mrs.

Helen ('rum|), of No. l():i Butler avenue, Jiridgeport : and Mihhed and Marion E., who are at

home. The only son. Henry, died at the age of live years.

The jjarents are nu'mliers of SI. Paul's ICpiseopal ehunli of Bridgeport, of which Mr.

Coggswell is a vestryman. In politics he is a republican where national issues are involved

but casts an independent loi-al ballot. He belongs to the Bridgeport Fire Underwriters'

Association and he is a Royal Arch Mason. As a recreation he is fond of fishing and he has

recently retm-ned from a two months' tisliing and pleasure trip in Florida. He also finds

great pleasure with dog and gun in hunting suuill game. :Mr. foggswell has made a splendid

record in business, owing his advancement entirely to his own eflnrts. His persistency has

brought results, his energy has overcome obstacles and difficulties and his record may well

serve as an inspiration to others who are early thrown vipon tlieii- own resources.

HENRY C. WOODWORTH.

Henry C. Woodworth, assistant cashier of the First Bridgeport National Bank, began his

banking career in 1881 when he became cunnei'ted with the First National Bank of Westport.

of which his father was cashier for a half century. In 1887 he entered the Bridgeport National

Bank in the capacity of bookkeeper, being later promoted to the position of receiving teller,

while later he became paying teller and at lengtli was advanced to his present position as

assistant cashier. This bank consolidated with the First Bridgeport National Bank in 11)09

and Mr. Woodworth has remained as assistant cashier of the institution since.

.TOHN :\r. OTIS.

John M. Otis, assistant treasurer of the Mechanics & Faiiners Savings Bank, was born

in Newtown, Connecticut, in 18.5.5, a son of Marshall S. and Mary (Gillette) Otis, who were
also natives of this state. The former was a great-grandson of Stephen Otis, who was one

of the Minute ilen at Concord and at Lexington, participating in tliose engagements wliich

preceded the battle of Bunker Hill. Later he took part in the battle of Long Island and
was captured by the British, dying when still held by the British troops. The line of descent

is traced down through Robert, Richard and Marshall Otis to John M. Otis, who now holds

membership with the Sons of the American Revolution. Marshall Otis was a builder by
occupation and is now deceased.

John M. Otis has had a liberal education. He entered Vale in IsTii. but after three

years was taken very ill and by the time he recovered his class had sraduated. In Issi) he

had entered the employ of the Mechanics & Farmers Savings Bank in a clerical capacity and
in 1907 he w^as made assistant treasurer, which position he has since filled, being one of the

oldest representatives of the bank in its active management.
In 1880 Mr. Otis was married to Jliss Carrie F. Beers, a dauuliter of .lolin and :\larietta

Beers, and they became the parents of a daughter, :\Iildred E.. who is now the wife of Dr.

Robert C. Lewis, professor of physiological chemistry in the Colorado State University.
Dr. and Mrs. Lewis have three children.
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In his political vii-ws John JI. Otis is a republican, which party he has supported since

age conferred upon liini the riyht of franchise. He belongs to the Park Street Congregational

churcli and fraternally is connected with the Ancient Order of United Workmen. In 1913

he was one of the founders of the Weatogue Country Club and was its president during

the tirst four vears of its existence. He has also been treasurer of the Bridgeport Hospital

for several years and is one of its directors. In a word, he is a progressive and public-

spirited citizen, interested in much that pertains to the general welfare and to the uplift

of the individual. His intlueuce is always on tlie side of improvement and his labors have

been far-reaching and resultant.

P. H. BRAXDES.

P. H. Brandes. secretary of the Siiringfield Manufacturing Cumjiany, engaged in the

manufacture of grinding machinerj' and abrasive wheels, on entering into his present

business relations became connected with an enterprise already established but in his present

position is contributing to its further development and upbuilding. Mr. Brandes is one of

Bridgeport's native sons. He was born on the 6th of .July, 1892, and is a son of H. F. and

Carrie Brandes, who came to this city about 1886. The father is a native of Germany but

in his boyhood days was brought to the United States. P. H. Brandes acquired a public

school education, passing through consecutive grades to the high school, and since his

textbooks were put aside he lias continuously been engaged in mechanical lines, being actively

associated with his father in business since 1910.

The Springfield Manufact\uing Company, of which he is the secretary, was organized

at Springfield, Massachusetts, but sometime afterward a removal was made to Bridgeport

and in 1909 the business was sold to H. F. Brandes, who is the president and treasurer of

the company, with his son, P. H. Brandes. as secretary and L. A. Brandes as one of tlie

directors. The company has a well equipped plant for the manufacture of grinding machinery

and abrasive wheels and their product, which is made to order, is sold to dealers through-

out tlu- country. Their business was one of the first and remains one of the largest of the

kind, giving employment to from forty to fifty skilled workmen. They denuxnd exactness

and accuracy on the part of those in their service and they have ever maintained tlie liighest

standard in their product, which by reason of its excellence, as well as owing to the thorough

reliability of the house, has found a ready sale.

KORRIS BALLARD NICHOLSON.

Norris Ballard Nicholson, senior partner in the firm of Nicholson & Weed, contractors

of Bridgeport, was born in Brookfield. Connecticut, April 29, 1837, a grandson of Amos

Nicholson and a son of Julius Nicholson. The family is of English' origin and was estab-

lislied on American soil in the eighteenth century. Julius Nicholson was united in mar-

ria<.ie to Miss Sarali Marie Ballard, a daughter of John Ballard, wlio was of English lineage.

Botli Mr. and Mrs. Julius Nichols.m have now jiassed away, the former having died when

liis son Norris was but nine years of age. There were two other sons. Charles Darius and

.lolin Augustus, both now deceased.

Norris B. Nicholson attended the district school at New Fairfield. Connecticut, and,

tliidwn upon his own resources at liis fatlier's death, he went upon a farm with the

aarei'iuent that he was to have tlie privilege of attending school for at least three months

in the year. That privilege was not always accorded liiiu, but he remained with his first
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employt'i' until lu' ivacliod the age of twenty-one years. He next went to Patterson, New
York, where he remained for live years, and then again lived at New Fairfield, Connecticut,

for four years. On the expiration of that period he settled once more at Patterson, New
York, where he lived for four years, after which he again spent seven years at New iair-

field, Connecticut. iJuring these |)eriods he worked at farming. On the Sth of April, 1886,

he came to Bridgeport and turned liis attention to the contracting business, taking con-

tracts for moving buildings, lie luis followed this business now for thirty-one years and

constant demands are made upon liiin in this line. He has successfully moved all kinds

of buildings, from snuill shanties to big brick structures, and he usually employs about

twelve men. His first partner was his son-in-law and his present partner, Mr. Weed, came

into the tirm in 1908.

On tlie S.id of November, 1859, Mr. Nicholson was united in marriage to itiss Harriett

Adeline Wildman, a daughter of Abraham and Irene (Way) Wildman, the former a son

of Joseph Wildman, wliile the latter was a daughter of (Jerard Way. Mr. and Mrs. Nichol-

son have a daughter, Dora Elizabetli, who became the wife of Henry H. Botsford, who
passed away in 1907. Their daugliter, Alice Fannie, ilied at the age of nine months. Mrs.

Botsford belongs to the E])iscopal church. ilrs. Nicholson is a great-granddaughter of

Phillip Wellman.

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholson belong to the Methodist Episcopal cliurch and guide their

lives according to its teachings. His has been an active and useful career. He has always
known hard work and he early came to recognize the value of industry and persistency

of purpose. Whatever success he has achieved is attributable entirely to his earnest

effort and his life record should serve to encourage others, showing what may be accom-

plished wlien one has the will to dare and to do.

ADOLF SHERMAN.

Adolf Sherman, active in the field of real estate and building operations in Bridgeport,

was born in the city of Stockholm, Sweden, September 2.5, 1873, the youngest of the seven

children of Carl .John Sherman, an engineer, and Matilda (Olander) Sliennan, wliu spent

their entire lives in their native country.

Adolf Sherman was the only son who came to the new world, but two of his sisters,

now reside in the United States—Mrs. Lydia Helm, of Briilgeport, and Mrs. Hilda Johnson, of

Boston. It was in 1893 that Adolf Sherman, then a young man of twenty years, bade

adieu to friends and native land and sailed for Anu'rica. He landed at New York on the

2nth of .June from the Cunard liner. Camjiania. and immediately afterward eanie to Bridue-

port. where he has since lived. Here he learned the carpenter's trade, wliicii he followed

for about fifteen years, conducting an extensive business as a contractor and l)uilder during

the last twelve years of that period. He was very successful, winning a handsome compe-

tence, and for several years past he has now been engaged in the business of buying vacant

property, plaiting it and erecting improvements thereon. He builds medium priced residences

for sale and has found this a profitable undertaking, his knowledge of carpenterino- bein»

of immense value to him in supervising the erection of buildings. In this business he is

associated with William .J. Nichols, one of the best informed real estate and insurance men
of Bridgeport, and the training and experience of the one ably supplements and rounds out

the efforts of the other, making this a successful firm.

On the 32d of December, 1899. Mr. Sherman was married to Jliss Signe ilarie Anderson,

of Stratford, and they have one daughter, Alice M., eleven years of age. The parents belong

to the Baptist church and Mr. Sherman holds membership with the Odd Fellows. In politics

he is a republican and for two years served on the board of apportionnu-nt of the citv of
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Ijiidgepurt. He resides at No. 17 J !>ixth street, where he is pleasaiitlj' located iu an attrac-

tive home, the liospitality of wliich is ever freely accorded by Mr. and Mrs. Sherman to their

many friends. In his business career he has shown ready adaptability, never fearing to

venture where opportunity points out the way. The salient features of his business have

been such as awaken conlidence and regard and his work has been tlie expression of modern

day enterprise.

ALBEET G. SKllJMURE.

Allicrt G. Skidniore. own^'r of the Elite 'I'heater at Xo. 2:114 Main street in Bridge-

port, "as liurn in Huntington. L'onnecticvit, December 14, 1879, a son of William Skid-

more, wlici was the first man to manufacture hairiiins in the United States. Years ago

he established the Star pin factory at BirniiiiglKuii, now Derby, and lie later opened the

first hairpin factory in Bridgeport, where he is now living retired.

Albert G. Skidniore acquired his education in tlie public schools of Shelton and of

Bri<lgeport. removing to tliis city in 1886. His first experience in the amusement field

was at Pleasure Beach and for nine years he conducted the Inijjerial Theater, making it

an attractive place of entertainnu'ut. In .lanuary. I'.lU'i. he took over the Elite, a new

theater, wliicli lias a seating capacity of seven hundred and twenty-eiglit but in which a

balcony is now being installed tliat will bring the seating capacity up to more than one

thousand. The theater is sjilendidly equipped, there is perfect ventilation, and eight regu-

lar employes courteously attend to the comfort of patrons and perform the necessary

servii-e in connection witli the conduct of the theater. There are now two simplex machines,

a Wagner rotary converter and a niirroroid screen. They use the Paramount, Metro, Fox

and Brady productions and give to the public the best that has been put upon the screen.

4. first class orchestra furnishes music during the entertainment and Mr. Skidmore in

conduc'ting the theater caters to the best class of people. His house is most liberally

patronized and lias become a very profitable concern.

On ;Marcli 7, 1014. ilr. Skidniore married Belle Lowe, daughter of Milton Lowe, of

Bridgeport, ilr. Skidmore holds membership in the Sons of St, George and he occupies

a creditable position in social and business relaticms. for practically all who have come in

contact with him bear testimony to his sterling worth.

HERVEY E. BURR.

Among tlie wide-awake, alert and eneigetic business men of Bridgeport is Hervey E.

Burr, the treasurer of the Title (iuaranty & Trust Company, whose thorough familiarity

with every phase of the business in which he has long been engaged has made him an expert

in his line. He was born in Hiidgeport. October 4. 188.5, a son of Ebenezer and Mary Ham-

mond (Nichols) Burr, The fatlier was born in Fairfield. Connecticut, while the mother

was born in Vermont and repicsi-nted a very old colonial family, the great-grandfather of

Hervey E. Burr having served as a soldier in the Revolutionary war. His father was an

attorney who practiced for many years in Bridgeport and later became a member of the

firm of Burr & Knapp, bankers and brokers. For ten years, however, he lived retired and in

August, 1911, was called to his final rest, being still survived by his widow.

Hervey E. Burr was educated in the University School, a private institution, and then

entered the employ of Burr & Knapp in a clerical capacity. In 1914 he became an active

factor in the management and control of the Title Guaranty & Trust Company, of which he
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had been nuiiiii]:i II y liiMsiircr since IIIDS. This TOiiipaiiv wiis oiyaiii/.cd .hiiic l.'i, 1S1»9, as

the City Luml & Title Cuaiaiitee I'oiiipaiiy, its lirst inediiiorators l)eiii^> Lewis I-', tiiitis,

Alexander Leveity, Hu^li Stirling and Clarenci' J). Anderson. 'I'he liist direetors were:

Charles J. Knapp, president; Alexander Leverty and Kdwin J. Xettleton, seeretary and

treasurer. Soon after the orfjanization the name was elianged to the City Title (inaraiity,

Trust & Safety Deposit Company and in Jill.j the business was reorganized under the jiresent

name. In 18!)'.) C. J. Knap|) was elected president and in 11)03 was succeeded by (Jeorge B.

Whitney, while on the 2;id of September, 1907, .hdm ('. Chamberlain was elected to the

position. The ofhce of secretary lias been filleil by lulw in .1. Nettleton, who was secretary

and treasin-cr from 1899 until 1901; Charles .1. Kna|ip, who was chosen to the dual position

in 1903 and in 1907 became solely secretary, while lleivey K. Bvnr was (dected treasurer.

The otlicial personnel of the bank, therefore, is now: .lolui C. CInnnberlain, ]iresident; Charles

•T. Knapj), secretary; Hervey K. Burr, treasurer: H. 1.. Lewis and H, C. Lovell, direetors. The

business was eondnctcil :it lirst in the Sturdevant building but l;iter a removal \\a^ made to

943 JIain street, aCterwanl to 9;.MI :\[aiu street, then to U'j:; Hi-oad street, wliilc the present

location is at SS(> Main street. They conduct a ri'al estate, investment and insurance

business and are northern agents for the Georgia Loan & Trust Company. They have a

large title and abstract department, including a complete set of Bridgeport abstracts and

also a practically complete set of F'airtiehl an<l Stratford. Mr. Biur assumed active con-

nection with the business in 1914 and has since been bending his energies to administrative

direction and executive control.

Jlr. Burr is following an indei)endeut course politically. He takes active interest in

many of the forces which work for the li]dift of tlie individual and the betterment of the

eonimunity. holding membership in the I'nited Congiegational eliun'li and in the Young Jlen's

Christian Association. He belongs also to the liridgeport Automobile Club, the Seaside

Club, and the Seaside Outing Club ami is widely known through his various social and busi-

ness connections.

CHAKLES J. KXAPP.

Charles .J. Knapp, secretary of the Title Guaranty & Trust Comijaiiy. is a Vale man wliose

college training and business experience well qualify him for the res]ionsible duties wliieh

devolve upon him in his present connection. He is descended from one of the old families

of Connecticut. The Knapps were a seafaring people and the family was establislied in tlie

new world at a very early period in its colonization. Charles .1. Knapp lias in liis possession

an old earmark for cattle which was given to the family by the crown. The ancestral line

is traced down from Roger Knapp, who after residing for a time in Salem, Massachusetts,

removed to Fairfield, Connecticut, in 1638. He was the father of Xatlianiel and the line

comes on down through Daniel, .John (I) and .John (IT), who was an ollieer of the Revolu-

tionary war, and John (HI), who was a soldier in tlie War of 1812, to .folin l<na|ip, who was

the father of Charles J. Knapp.

Charles .J. Knap]) in the acquirement of his education :ittended the old Fairlield Academy,

from which he was graduated, and Yale, in which he pursued a scientific course. He

afterward turned his attention to the contracting business in Bridgejiort and latei- spent

ten vears, from 18715 until ISSfi, upon his father's farm on account of his health. Hi' next

turned his attention to the lumber business in Bridgeport and was active along tliat line

from 1891 until 1896. Subsequently he engaged in business with the Title (iuaranty &

Trust Company, making his initial step in that connection in October, 1898, when he began

perfecting his records. He organized the company in 1899 and has since been very active in

its management ;unl control. He has associated with him a corps of nuist able officers
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and assistants and tlie work of tlio company is steadily increasing in volnnie. while its

standard of efJiciency is of the highest.

On tlie 34th of November, 1880, Mr. Knapp was married to Miss Sarah Redfield Burr,

a daughter of Jonathan and Martha (Eastlack) Burr, both members of old colonial families.

Their only child, Ethel Elsie, who was born September 23, 1887, died February 16. 1889. Mr.

and Mrs. Knapp are members of the First Presbyterian church, in the work of which they

are actively and helpfully interested. Jlr. Knapp has held several offices in the church

and is now a member of the International Brotherhood. He also holds membership with

the Sons of the American Revolution, and he takes the deepest interest in all those forces

and activities which work for the uplift of the individual and tlie betterment of the com-

munity. He is a most public-spirited citizen, manifesting the patriotc impulses and loyalty

which prompted tlie active military service of his ancestors upon the country's battlefields.

HENRY C. RYLANDS.

Henry C. Rylands, who at the time of his death, which occurred May 6, 1917. was

living retired in Bridgeport, for many years figured prominently in connection witli one

of the largest and most important industrial enterprises of tlie city and state, having

been at the head of the office of the Union Metallic Cartridge Company. He came to

Bridgeport in 1861 from Xew Jersey, his native state. He was born in Allentown in 1851,

a son of John Rylands, who was a carriage body maker and spent several years in the

factory of the Wood Company, after which he lived retired. He also became a member of

tlie old police force at an early day and twice served as chief of ])olice of Bridgejiort. In

a word, he was a public-S[iirited citizen who took an active part in interests, projects and

activities having to do witli the welfare and upbuilding of his community. His political

allegiance was given to the reptiblican party until Horace Greeley became a ])residential

candidate, after which lie voted independently. Fraternally he was connected with the

Jfasons. In early manhood he wedded Louisiana Holdsworth and they became the parents

of four children, besides Henry C,, of this review, but ]\tary and Cliarles died in infancy.

Those still living are: Mary E., the wife of .Tames .1. Walker; and Thomas H.. of Bridge-

port. Till' fatlier of these children passed away in Bridgeport in 1907. when he had

leached the advanced age of seventy-eight years.

llrnry C. Rylands was a lad of but ten years when the family removed to this state

from New .Jersey and his education was therefore largely acquired in tlie schools of

Bridgeport. There was nothing spectacular in the historj- of his business record but it was

marked by a steady progression tliat indicates the wise utilization of his time, talents

and opportiiiiities. He entered the employ of the Union iletallic Cartridge Company in the

capacity of ofiice boy :iiid he was at the head ol tlie ollice when he left at the end of forty-

five years, retiring on (he 1st of .Tanuary. 1913. He had acquainted himself with every pliase

of the office management in the intervening period and had progressed with the growth of

tlie business, which now employs three thousand or more ojieratives. Year by year added

responsibilities were givi'ii to his charge and at the time of his retirement his position was

a most important one. 'Sir. Rylands was also treasurer of the Bridgeport Savings & Loan

Association, having been called to that position when the company was organized.

Ill Bridgeport in 1894 was celebrated the marriage of ]Mr. Rylands and ]\Iiss Martha

Jane Tuttle. who was long a resident here but who passed away in 1910. Mr. and Mrs.

Rylands attended the Washington Park JUetliodist Episcopal church and he was a member

of the Seaside Club but was never identified with fraternal organizations and never sought

office. A line of his interest, however, is fm-ther indicated in the fact that he was long an

active member of the Bridgeport Scientific Society, of which he was for years a director.
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Jle waj. fliai'iK'tfrizcd by iinosti'iitatious bonevolciu-e and was a man (if storling intugiity

wlio aceomiilislu'd wliat lie |jiir|iosiHl and wliuse lile in t-vciy ndation was t;uidi>d by a spirit

of progress and d<'viduiiMi('nt.

IIKNKV \V. LYUX.

Among tlie enterprises wliieh add a strong note lu the liiiin of indnstry in liridgepoif.

making this city a great commercial center, with its ramifying trade interests reaching out

to all sections of the country is tl\e Ked Star Company, of which Henry W. Lyon is the

vice president and manager, and in this connection, although the business was started in a

small way. lie luis built up a trade of large and gratifying proportions.

Connecticut claims him as a native son, his birth having occurred at Fairfield in 1853,

his parents being William Harvey and Harriett E. (Sherwood) Lyon, the former a native

of Greenwich. Connecticut, and tlie latter of Greenfield, Connecticut. The father was

descended from Thomas Lyon who became a resident of (ireenwicli in H'l-t:;. Tlie mother

was a daugliter of Abram Banks Sherwood, a representative of an eijualU' old American

family. In both the paternal and maternal lines were those who served in the Revoluticsiary

war, while others have in various ways left their impress for good ujion the historj' of the

tountry. William H. Lyon was a carriage maker and eventually engaged in business as a

grocer.

Henry W. Lyon, after acquiring a public school education, made his initial step in tlie

business world as an employe in the Hawley hardware store of Bridgeport following his

father's deatli. He worked during the year ISTU for a wage of fifty dollars and the first

ten dollars wliich he earned was expended for a present for his motlier, which she still

retains in lier possession at the age of eighty-five years. .Mr. Lyon's second position was in

a hat factory, and subsequently he was connected with the hardware business in Chicago

and New York. He afterward came again to Bridgeport and erected some business blocks.

In the year 1ST7 Jlr. Lyon accepted the position of shipping clerk with George C. Batcheller

and packed the first case for that house, with which he continued until 1880. He then

entered upon an independent manufacturing enterprise in the establishment of a corset

factory and engaged in that business continuously and successfully for eighteen years. He

afterward accepted the position of assistant postmaster for thirteen years and while filling

that position he organized the Ked Star Company in June. lOOfi, with A. C. Lyon as presi-

dent and treasurer, A. W.Lyon as secretary, and Henry W. Lyon vice president and manager.

The business was incorporated in 1907, and the company manufacturers men's garters, hose

supporters and kindred goods for the ten cent trade. The capacity of the plant is about

thirty thousand gross per year and the products are distributed all over the L'nited States

and Canada. The business was started in a very small way but the constant growth in

trade now necessitates the employment of one hundred and fifty girls in the factory.

On the 2d of June, 1880. Mr. Lyon was married to Miss Ada Cannon, a native of New
Y"ork, and tliey have a daughter, Ada Willis, the wife of Harold C. Rood of Bridgeport,

by whom she has two children, Henrietta Lyon and Elizabeth Franklin.

Mr. Lyon is a republican in politics but with independent tendencies for he does not

feel himself bouiul by party ties. He belongs to the Brooklawn Country Club, and is a

charter member of the Seaside and Algonquin Clubs, and is not tmaii|ireciativc of the

social amenities of life. His own record has been in harmony with that of an lionorable

ancestry, and his life history is an exemplification of what ma^' be accomplished through the

utilization of opportunities. That there is a chance for every individual is a recognized

fact, yet opportunities do not come with their value stamped upon tliem. Each one must be

challenged. A day dawns quite like other days; in it a single hour conu's quite like other
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huius; but ill that day and in lliat lioiir the chances of a lite time face us. To face every

opportunity of life trutlifully and a»k its meaning bravely and earnestly is the only way to

meet the supreme o]]p(irtunities when tliey come, whether open faced or disguised. Tliis is

tlie test of character and it is a test whicli llr. Lyon lias well met.

HON. ARTHUR JOHXSOX HULL.

Hon. Arthur .Johnson Hull, who since I'.IOI has engaged in the practice of law in

Bridgeport, was hum in Monroe, (_onnecticut, December IS, 1.S08. He is a direct descendant

of George Hull, who came from England on the ship Mary and .John in 163U or I60O with

Roger Ludlow. C'ajitain .John ilason and others, and settled in Dorchester, Massachusetts,

where he served as a selectman and was also a member of the first colonial assembly of

that colony. Later he came to Connecticut with Roger Ludlow and others, and located at

"Windsor, becoming one of the founders of that place, wiiich lie surveyed. He was a member

of the first general court of Connecticut in May, 1634, and a little later accompanied Roger

Ludlow to Fairfield, which he subsequently represented in the colonial assembly. His son,

Cornelius Hull, also represented Fairfield in the assembly, and his grandson, Cornelius Hull

11. served as a lieutenant in King Philip's war in 16T5. The latter was the owner of Hull's

I'aim ill the town of Fairlield. The line of descent from George Hull is traced down through

Cornelius. Cornelius 1], Nathaniel, Petc'r. Moses, Hanford. ami Orvillc Haufuid to Arthur

Johnson Hull.

• iiville Hanford Hull, the father of our subject, was a town official and also served as

deputy slieritf and as a member of the state legislature. He married Miss Mary .lane

Johnson, a daughter of Albert Johnson of Monroe, Connecticut. The .Tohnson family, also

an olil one of New England, is descended from Ebenezer Johnson, who in 1705 went from

Stratford, Connecticut, to Newtown, and was the sole white witness of the deed wliich con-

vtlyed the city of Newtown from the Indians to the whites. It is supposed that he

emigrated from England to Connecticut. Four children were born to Orville Hanford and

Mary .lane (Johnson) Hull as follows: Arthur Johnson, of tliis review; Elbert Orville, a

lawyer of Bridgeport; Mrs. JIarv Lillian Xicliols of Easton. Connecticut; and Jlrs. Cora

L. French, now deceased,

Artliur Johnson Hull acquired his early education in the common schools of his native

town and prepared for college at Worcester Academy, from which he was graduated in 1891.

He iie.\t entered Brown University, in which he completed a course in 1895 under President

E. Benjamin Andrews, graduating with the Ph. D. degree. He w'as graduated from the Yale

Law .School in lilOl with the degree of LL. B., but prior to this taught school for several

years, beginning in Newtown, Connecticut, when seventeen years of age. From l.SOo until

1899 he was principal of the grammar schools at Ware. Massachusetts, and Manchester,

that state. It was in this manner that he earned the money that enabled him to meet the

expense of his college course. While studying in college and law school he taught in tlie

night schools of Providence, New Haven and Bridgeport, and put forth every effort that would

enable him to ]n-ovide for his own professional training. In addition to engaging in the

private practice of law he has done considerable official work, much of which has been

In the line of his profession. He was a member of the school board at Monroe, Connecticut,

from 1899 until 1902; has been justice of the peace from 1903 to the present time and also

prosecuting liquor agent from 1904 to the present. In 1905 and 1907 he was a member of

the state legislature from Monroe and was county auditor from 1907 to 1909. Mr. Hull has

never changed his residence from Jlonroe. although practicing his iirofession in Bridgeport.

^Vhile a member of the general assemblv he was house chairman of the excise committee
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of the li'5;isliHiirc in 1007, and as siuli ic|iiii'ti'il several important leforni measures wliieli

passed botli liotises and are now found upon tlie statutes of the state.

On the 20th of October, lUO'J, Jlr. Hull was married to iliss Ellen Bridle, a repre-

sentative o! a family of English origin. In I'.IOT .\lr. Hull served as a member of (iovernor

Woodruff's oHk'ial delegation to the damestown Exposition on the celebration of Connecticut

<iay there. He is a member of the ilasonic fraternity and is now past master of Washington

Lodge, Xo. 19, y. & A. M., of Monroe. He is also a member of the Baptist church. His life

has been actuated by high and honorable purposes, and he is recognized as a most worthy

representative of high standards of maiduxid and of citizensliiii.

LUCIEN CALVIX WAKNER. M. D.

Dr. Lucien Calvin Warner, a capitalist, whose business interests as president of the

Warner Brothers Company closely connect him with Bridgeport, altliough he makes his

liome in Xew York, was born October 20, 1S41, in Cuyler. Xew York, a son of Alonzo

Franklin and Lydia Ann (Converse) Warner. His education was interrupted by enlistment

for service in the Civil war. at which time he became a member of Company K, One
Hundred and Fiftieth Ohio Infantry, and was nuide sergeant. With tlie close of hostilities

he returned to Ohio and became a student in Oberlin Colleeg. from which he was graduated

with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1863, while in ISTO his alma mater conferred upon liiin

the Master of Arts degree. Preparing for the practice of medicine in the University iledical

College, now Xew York University, he won his M. D. degree in 1867 and in 1900 Oberlin

College conferred upon him the LL. B degree.

Dr. Warner located for the practice of medicine at Mcl.Jrawville, Xew York, and after-

ward removed to Xew York city, devoting his attention to professional interests from

1867 until ^^74. In the meantime his attention was directed into other channels and he

became president of the Warner Brothers Chemical Company. He also became a factor in

the ownership and development of the great corset manufacturing plant conducted under

the nainc of the Warner Brothers Company. This had its inception at McGrawville. Xew
York, but after a few years was removed to Bridgeport, Connecticut, where it has been

expanded into the gigantic manufacturing enterprise that it is today, the plant covering

four city blocks and furnishing employment to thirty-two hundred people. From the

beginning he took an active part in its management and control and studied every phase

of tlie business with an eye to the further development and improvement of the product.

For a considerable period he served as vice president of the company and is now the presi-

dent. He is also a director of the Home Insurance Company and has other important and
extensive business interests.

On the 12th of April. 1868. Dr. Wamer was united in marriage to Miss Keren S. Osborne,

of McGrawville. Xew York, vrho was also a student at Oberlin College, from which she. has

received the honorary A. M. degree.

In the midst of his growing business interests Dr. Warner has found time to cooperate

in those projects which tend toward the uplift of the individual and the moral progress

of the community at large. He has been greatly interested in benevolent and philanthropic

work and is a trustee of Oberlin College, to which he gave one hundred thousand dollars

for a conservatory of music and also a ninety thousand dollar gymnasium. Moreover, he

was chairman of the international committee of the Y'oung Men's Christian Association from
1.S93 until 1910 and he is president of the Congregational Church Building Society and
chairman of the e.xeeutive committee of the American Missionary Association. He has

membership in the University. Adirondack League and the Scarsdale Golf Clubs. The
interests of his life are broad and varied. The stand which he took in early manhood



C48 BKIDGEPORT AND VICINITY

on tlie side of right. ])rogri'SS and imiJiovfriient has ever been maintained and witli liis

growing powers and ojiportiinities lie lias indeed become a factor for good in the world's

work.

HAMILTON S. SHELTON.

Hamilton S. Shelton, president of the Connecticut National Bank, is one of Bridgeport's

most honored and respected citizens, not alone by reason of the success which he has

achieved, but also owing to the straightforward business policy which he has ever followed.

He was born in Bridgeport in 1863 and is a representative of old New England families.

His father, .John T. Shelton. was also a native of this city, his birth having occurred in the

family home at JIain street and Fairfield avenue in 1837, while the grandmother, who

Ijiiie the maiden name of Ann Tweedy was also born on the same corner in 1801.

No unusual advantages, educational or otherwise, qualified Hamilton S. Shelton for his

business career. He was a lad of but fourteen years when in 1877 he entered the Con-

necticut National Bank in a clerical capacity. Since then he has filled every position in

the bank, successive promotions bringing him at last to official position, resulting eventually

in his election to the presidency. He is also a trustee of the Bridgeport Savings Bank, a

director of the Bridgeport Morris Plan Companj', president of the city sinking fund com-

mission and a member of the charter commission that is drafting a new charter providing

for the commission form of government and a city manager. Monetary affairs have always

had a deep interest for him and he stands today among the prominent financiers of the

state, having largely mastered intricate and involved problems of finance.

In 1892 Mr. Shelton was united in marriage to Miss Emma Sherwood and they have

one son, Philo S., now a student in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology at Boston.

Jlr. Shelton is a member of the Seaside and Brooklawn Country Clubs and fraternally has

association with the !Masons. while his religious faith is evidenced in his membership in

St. .John's Episcopal church, of which he is one of the vestrymen. He has long been greatly

interested in philanthropic and humanitarian enterprises and for some years was a trustee

and treasurer of the Burroughs Home and is a member of the board of trustees and

treasurer of the Gould Homestead, a summer vacation home for women in the town of

Fairfield. He studies closely the great political, economic and sociological problems of the

country and takes an advanced stand upon many points bearing upon the welfare of tlic

individual and the race.

LOUIS E. SAGE, D. D. S.

Dr. Louis E. Sage lias a well aiijiointed dental office in the Security building and has now

for forty-five years been engaged in active practice in Bridgeport, so that he is pioneer in

this field, having but one predecessor. Dr. Clinton W. Strang. Di-. Sage was born in

Winsted, Connecticut, 'Slay 9. 1851. and is a son of Enos and Elizabeth A. (Culver) Sage,

who were natives of Colebrook. Connecticut, and representatives of old families of this

state. In the paternal line Dr. Sage is descended from a Welshman who came to the United

States in 1642, while his mother's people were English. Sixteen of the ancestors of the

Doctor served as soldiers in the Continental army during the Revolutionary war, all being

representatives of the Sage family, while the Culvers maintained allegiance to the crown.

Enos Sage was a well known merchant of Winsted. Connecticut, for many years. He passed

away in 1894, while his wife survived until 1906.
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\\ lu'ii Dr. S;igi' was iiiiio years of age liis iiaroiits rcmoveil witli tlio faiiiil_\ to Hart-

ford, L'onncftioiit, wliorc lie attciidcil tlic public scliools, and on attainin<^ liis majority lie

entered upon the study of ilentistry, |iursuini; tlie work for a year in a dental offiee of

U'insted. At tlie end of tliat tinii' lie came. to liridj^cpurt and for ten years, beginning in

1872, was assistant in tlie dental ollice of Th-. Clinton W. Strang. In the meantime lu' had

jmrsued a two years' course in the Pennsylvania t'ollege of Dental Surgery, which conferred

upon him tlie D. D. »S. degree in 187(i. Dr. Sage lias now been engaged in active practice

in Bridgeport for forty-five years and only J>r. .Strang has for a longer period been identitied

with the profession here. Like his predecessor, he luis attained to a position of eminence in

his chosen calling. Long experience, close study and discriminating judgment have splendidly

qualified him for his work and kept him in a position of professional leadership. lie belongs

to the State, National and Northeastern Dental Societies, and while long a rcjiresentative of

the profession, he keeps in as close touch with modem scientific methods of jiraetice as the

youngest graduate.

On the 20th of September. 18TG, Dr. Sage was married to Hiss Annie Louise Hopkins,

a native of Bridgeport and a daughter of Alfred Hopkins, formerly a ]n-ominent merchant

here. Tliey became parents of a son and a daughter. The former. Dr. Alfred H. Sage,

a graduate of the dental department of the University of Pennsylvania and now a practicing

dentist of New York city, married Emma ileachen in I'.IOO and they have a son, Louis

Alfred, who was born !March 23, 1903. The daughter. Elizabeth Louise, is at home. The

family residence is at No. 60 Lenox avenue, theirs being a comfortable home whicli was

erected by Dr. Sage in 1900. His chief recreation is motoring and he was one of the first

residents of Bridgeport to own an automobile. He has ever been actuated by a spirit of

progressiveness and stands for advancement in public afi'airs as he does in his profession.

His aid and influence are given to many measures for the general good and Bridgeport

numbers him among its most valued citizens.

HENRY 0. CAN FIELD.

Henry O. Cantield was one of the founders and ]iromoters of an important industry of

Bridgeport that is still conducted under the name of the H. O. Canfield Rubber Manufacturing

Company. In his business career he made steady progress. Starting out in life empty

handed, he worked his way steadily upward and his acliievements represented the fit utiliza-

tion of his innate powers and talents. He was born in Naugatuck, Connecticut, November

19, 1847, a son of Jared H. and Mary A. Canfield, whose family numbered three children,

the brother and sister of Henry 0. Canfield being Isaac A. and Elizabeth C.

After comideting a course of study in the puVdic schools of his native city, Henry C).

Canfield studied abroad in France and in Germany from 18(30 until ISIj.i. I'pon his return

to the new world lie was for several years engaged in the dry goods business with S. B.

Hiittenden & Company of New York city. He afterward turned his attention to railroaa

business in the west, where railroail interests were being rapidly developed. For a time he

was in Detroit. Michigan, wIutc he was employed by the Diamond Match Company, ami

in 1871, at the age of twenty-four years, he became engaged in transportation work in

Pekin, Illinois, for the Peoria, Pekin & Jacksonville Railroad Company, acting as local agent

in Pekin. He rose rapidly and in 1876 was advanced to the position of general freight

agent, in which capacity he served until 1880, when the railroad was sold to the Wabash

sj'stem. His next position in railway circles was that of commissioner of a number of

various railroad pools, which the common carriers at that time had in operation.

Mr. Canfield's identification with Bridgeport dateil from 188.5. in which year he became

the secretary and general manager of the Canfield Rubber Company. On the 1st of Novem-
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ber, 1880, he ri'signed to eiiti'i- tlie lubbei- business on his own account. The Canfield Rubber

Company was founded by Jared H. Cantield, of iliddleton, Connecticut, and was incorpoiated

as the ('anlield iiiibbcr Company in t'ebiiuiiy, 18S5. at which time business was begun on

Railroad avenue, at tlie coiMcr cif ilyrtle street, witli II. 0. Canfield as the manager. At

the time Orcutfs History was [mblished the company employed forty operatives in the

manufacture of the Canlield seamless dress shields and mould work of all kinds, together

with various small articles in rubber. Soon after the business was established they pur-

chased the rublx'r mould works of A. C. Andress, of New Haven. This was done at the

suggestion of H. O. Cantield. who in all of his business relations manifested keen sagacity

and notable business insight, lie enjoyed the reputation of being not only a man of

thorough and practical ideas but lie was also skilled in the art of working in the various

materials of which the products of the company are formed and obtained a finished product

that was tlie acme of peifection. The history of the family shows that three generations

have been connected witli the rubber business, extending over a century of practical

study of the industry, and H, (). Canfield made rapid advance along that line, adding

improvement after improvement and broadening the scope of the business, his labors being

attended with notable and successful achievement.

Jlr. Cantield was united in marriage to iliss Imogene C. Frcshour and to them were

born three children: .Tosepli B., Albert H. and Henry B. The death of the father occurred

in 1910. He was prominent socially and was connected with many organizations. He was

also an active thirty-third degree Mason and he was a member of the Seaside, Algonquin

and the Brooklawn Country Clubs. His ])olitical allegiance was given to the republican

]iarty and his religious belief was evidenced in his membership in the South Congregational

church. His life, fraught with lumorable purposes, was characterized by continuous advance-

ment not only along the path of success but in those lines which win high regard and the

uuci|uivocal respect of one's fellows.

WILLIAil WALLACE JONES.

William Wallace Jones, superintendent of the Bridgeport Hospital, was born at New

Haven. Connecticut. May 14, 1S59, a son of William Wallace and Marietta (Skinner) Jones.

The former was a son of Alpheus .Jones and the latter was a daughter of Charles Skinner

and both the father and mother are now deceased. The Skinner family has long been repre-

sented in Connecticut and in fact John Skinner was one of the founders of the town of

Hartford, coming with Rev. Thomas Hooker's party in 1636, In the paternal line William

W. Jones cornea of an ancestry that has been represented for a still longer period on the

American continent, the family having been established in Massachusetts in 1622. Among

his ancestors were those who served in the French and Indian wars and in the Revolutionary

war.

At the usual age William W. .Jones became a public school pupil and mastered the

branches of learning taught in the successive grades until he became a high school student.

His textbooks were put aside in 1ST6, when he was a youth of seventeen years, and he

then went to work as an eni])loye in the Weed sewing machine shop, after which he occu-

pied a position with the Case, Lockwood & Brainard Company at Hartford. Connecticut.

He later spent fourteen years witli the William H. Bulkeley Dry Goods Company of the

same city, and in 1894 he went to New Haven as assistant superintendent of the New

Haven Hospital. He held that position until 1899, when he was appointed superintendent

of the Bridgejiort Hospital and has since acted in that capacity, doing splendid work by

reason of his businesslike and systematic management of the affairs of the institution.

In October. 18SS. Mr. .Tones was married to Miss Ida Buckinghiim. a daiigliter of Danicd



WirUAJI W. JONES





liKIDCHl'OKT AM) VICINITY 655

WflJstiT anil .Marv ( \\ illiaiiisi Hiic-kiiijiliiuu and a rc'|iic>i'Mtativf of nld lanulics cif .Middle-

sex county, (.onnecticiit. Mr. and .Mis. .lone.s liave (jiie eliild, Kaymonil liuckiii^hani, who

WHS born Mareli .'SI, Is'.H). and now oriii|des a re-.|i(iM.sil)le position witli llie Bridf^eport

Hydraulic Company. He married llutli I'.ryanl Uri^tol. of Stratford, daugliter of William

B. Bristol. Tliey have one son, Kenneth Buckingham, born ilarch 2li, 191 G.

.Mr. and .Mrs. .lones hold membership in the Con;,'rei;ational ehureh and he has member-

ship with tlic .Masons aM<l with tlie Koyal .Arcanum. In the former oii;anization lie is identi-

tied with .'<t. .lohn's hodf^e, .\o. :i, .V. V. \ .\. .\l.; .lerusalem (hapter, No. i:!, K. A. ,M;

Hamilton Comniaiidery, Xo. /^ R. T. ; -lerusalem ( oum il, No. ](i. K. & S. il.;i Washington

Council of tlie Princes of .lerusalem; l'ei|uoiinoek I hapter, Kose Croix: Lafayette Consistory,

A. >!t A. S. K.: and Pyramid Temple of the Mystic Slniiu', while botli he and his wife are

members of (iricnt (_liapter id' the Kastern Star. .Mr. .lunes also belongs to the Algomjuin

Club, to the Pounders and Patriots of America and to the Sons of the American Revolution,

while in his |iolitieal views lie is a republican. He has back of him an ancestry of which

Jie has every reason to be [iroud. Patriotism has always been numbered among their marked

characteristics and the sami> spirit of loyalty to country i> manifest in William Wallace

Jones.

HENRY P. ST.\GG.

Henry P. Stagg, living retired at Stratford, has here made his home since IST'J, and for

thirty years he was the efficient town clerk, while in other capacities he has long been con-

nected with interests of vital imiioitaiice to city and state. He has now passed the eightieth

milestone on life's journey, liis hirtli having here occurred on tlie L'.'Jd of .-Vugiist, 1S:.!G.

He is a son of .Toseph H. .Stagg and a grandson of .\giir ( urtis. the latter one of the early

settlers of Stratford and a descendant of the old Curtis family, which was mic id' the first

to establish a liome on the present site of the city.

Henry P. stagg obtained his education in the public schools and in Sedgwick .\cademy

of Stratford and at the age of sixteen years went to New York city, where he entered the

employ of the Booth & Edgar Sugar Refining Company. .\t the time of the Civil war he

became a member of the famous .Seventh Regiment of New Y'ork and is now connected with

the Seventh Regiment Veterans' .Association. After living for some time in the metropolis

he returned to Stiatford in ISTii and lia^ here remained continuously for thirty-eight consecu-

tive years. During tliis period lie occupied the position of town clerk for three decades,

his long service standing in incontrovertible proof of his abilty ami fidelty. .At length he

resigned and is now living retired. .At one time he served on the Stratford school board

and in IIMZ became a member of the constitutional convention.

It was in November, 1861. tliat Mr. Stagg was married to Mi.ss Mary E. King', a

daughter of Solomon King, who passed away in New Y"ork city. The children of this mar-

riage are as follows: Joseph H., the eldest, president of the Hawley Hardware Company
and well known as an alderman of Bridgeport, is mentioned elsewhere in this work. Charles

K. is engaged in business in Stratford. Helen P., now living in ilerchantsville. New Jersey,

became the wife of William H, Rogers, who was a descendant of the old Walker family and

who was killed in a railroad accident in 1913. To Mr. and Mrs. Rogers were born five

children, Helen IMarie, William Henry, Ray Lawrence, Charles Stagg and Robert Oriswold.

Harry L. Stagg, the third son of the family, is an officer of the United States army and is

now on indefinite sick leave owing to disease contracted in the Spanish-American war and

during his service in the Philippines. The eldest son of the family, -Joseph, is married and

has three children, Helen T., Joseph Henry. .Jr., and Dwiuht Elliott. Harry L. Stagg is also

married and has one child, Harry Lewis,
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Mr. Stau'>- has Umi; been a nieinber of tlio Coiigifgational church and his life has Ijeeu

ouided bv its teacliiiigs. He is also an fxcn!|ilary member of the Masonic fraternity and an

equally loyal member of the (hand Army of the Republic, thus luaintaiuiiif;- pleasant rela-

tions with his aid army comrades. He likewise belongs to the Army and Navy Club, the

Sons of the American Revolution and the Cupheag Club of Statford. As he has traveled life's

journey liis course has been marked by high ideals and stalwart purpose, and the many

sterliu" traits that he has displayed have gained for him the unqualified confidence and

regard of those witli whom he has been associated.

WILLIAM FRANKLIN TAIT.

William Franklin Tait, of the Tait & (Sons Paper Company of Bridgeport, has tlirough-

out Ins business career been identified with tlie paper manufacturing industry. It is true

tliat lie eiiteied upon a business already established, but in develoiiing and enlarging this

many a man of less resolute spirit would liave failed. He has brought to his duties keen

discernment and enterprise and in the conduct of the trade is mc-eting present-day conditions

in the business world and successfully solving the problems thereby presented.

Mr. Tait is enrolled among Connecticut's native sons, his birth having occurred in Trum-

bull on the SUh of Octidx'r. 1H.">2. His grandfather. Andrew Tait, was born near Edinburgh,

Scotland, .binuary 27. IT'.Mi. and c-ame of a family that through several generations was con-

nectc<l witli paper box board manufacturing. In his native land he served a seven years'

apprenticeship to the business and in 1S2I) took passage on one of the old-time sailing

vessels that was bound for America. He first became a resident of Morris county. New

.Jersey, but afterward removed to Hartford. Connecticut, and worked at various places \mtil

his marriage in 1S22. He then took up his abode in Trumbull and became superintendent

for D. and P. N. Fairchilil. paper numufaeturers. building their mill and setting it in opera-

tion. After spending a short time in that connection, howevei', I'e "•mbarked in business on

Ids own account, marbling pajier for the use of book binders at Trumbull Center. In 1856

he estahlishi'd tlie business that is now i-(jn<hicteil umler tlie nanu> of Tait & Sons Paper

Company, building the Tait mills in Triinibull and there beginning the manufact\ire of box

board or straw board. On the 14tli of dune, is:.':,', Andrew Tait was united in marriage to

Bella Ronaldson. who crossed the ocean alone from Scotland in order to wed her sweetheart

of former days. They became the parents of six children, four daughters and two sons.

For many years tlic family were members of the Congregational ehurcli of Trumbull and

Andrew Tait gave stalwart allegiance to the whig party during its existence and later

became a stanch republican. Several times he filled the oflRce of town clerk.

His (ddest son. William Tait, was born in the town of Scotland, Hartford county, Con-

necticut, im the 29th of :\lay, 1S24. and was a very young lad when his parents removed to

Trumbull, so that his e.lucation was acquired in tlie schools of that city. He, too, learned

the business of paper box manufacturing, after which he went to California, where he spent

several years. Upon his return he entered into b\isiness with his father, the association bemg

maintained until the withdrawal of Andrew Tait from the business in 1872. It was at that

time tliat William Franklin Tait of this review became a member of the firm. On the

31st <d" May. IS-IS. \\illiain Tait was \niitcd in marriage to Miss Grace Camp, of Milford,

Connecticut, and they becanu- the parents of five children. f)f these, two of tlie sons

are now carrying on the business which was established by tlie grandfather, the younger

beiim Aiiilrew Tait. who was l..irii in Trumbull, September 21, 1806. He supplemented his

l>ublic scliool training by study in the Park Avenue Institute of Bridgeport and on the 9th

of October. 1SS9. at Fairfield, Connecticut, he married Jliss Laura Wilson, by whom he has

three children. He is now associated with liis brother in the ownership and conduct of the

business conducted under the name of the Tait & Sons Paper Company, of which he is the
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treasurer. At tlu' tiiiio uf tlic Civil war tlie fatlior put asidr all Iiiisincss and personal

considerations, feclin;; that liis lirst duty was to his eouutry. lie enlisted as a member of

Company I), 'I'wenty-tliiTd rojuicetiiiit N'olnuteer Infantry, of wliiuli lie lieeame a corporal,

and at the front he did valiant serviee for the I'nion. Years afterward lie eontiinued

pleasant relations with his old army comrades as a niemher of Klias Howe, .Jr.. Post. ti. A. K.,

of Bridgeport.

^VilIiam Kranklin Tait, spending his youthful days under the parental roof, acquired his

preliminary education in the public schools of Trumbull and afterward attended a private

school of Stratford, lie was twenty years of age when his grandfather retired from business

and he entered the firm as a partner of his father. Tliey continued in the manufacture of

box board at Tniinliull until 1S'.I.">, when they removed the factory to North Bridgeport and
adopted the present tirm style of the Tait & .Sons Pajier Company, of which he is the

president. Theirs is a well ajiiiointed mill, equipped with the latest improved machinery for

carrying on the work, and the e.xcellence of llieir product insures a ready sale on tli" market.

The business is thoroughly systematized and most carefully managed with due regard to that

conservation of force, time, labor and material which constitutes tlie underlying element of

all success.

On the 6th of .hine, ISTii. in Huntington. Connecticut. Mr. Tait was joined in wedlock

to Miss Mary Lattin. a daughter of Lyman I.attin. ami they had one child. ;\lary Frances,

who was born January li"), ISTH. The mother passeil away on the :'>d of February of the

same year, and live and one half years later, in St. Paul's church in Bridgeport, on the

26th of Septendier, ISSli, Mr. Tait was luiited in marriage to Miss Laura Frances Morris,

of Bridgeport, a daughter of "William and ilary Louise Morris. In the social circles of the

city tliey occupy an enviable position, while as a business nnin Mr. Tait enjoys tlie con-

fidenee, respect and goodwill of colleagues [ind contemporaries. There have been no unusual

or spectacular eliapters in liis life history, his eiTorts. however, constituting a steady moving

force toward success, for long experience and soiuid jiidgmrnt have wisely guided his

activities.

GUY L. HAMMOND.

A force of seventy highly skilled workmen is employed by the Black Kock Manufactur-

ing Company, of which Guy L. Hammond is the president and treasurer, ami this enterprise

in its inception and continued successful conduct is the visible evidence of his lite of well

directed thrift and energy. He was born in Iowa in 1871 and after obtaining a public school

education, taking him through the grades and the liigh school, he had the advantage oi: a

commercial course. He made his start in the business world as a shipping clerk at Weeping

Water. Nebraska, in a sewing maeliine factory and afterward learned the tool maker's

trade. In this connection he travelnl all over the world, working for various concerns but

specializing on typesetting machinery.

ilr. Hammond came to Bridgeport with the Electric Compositor Conipan\-. wliic-h he

represented in the capacity of manager, and he has done e\]iert work with all of the most

im])ortant typesetting companies. At length he organized the Black Rock Manufacturing

Comi)any in October. 1915. This succeeded to the Black Rock Machine Company, taking

over its business, which was organized about lOO.S, ami tlie owners of the former con-

cern are still interested in tlie present corporation. The officers arr: Cuv L. Ham-
mand, president and treasurer: William Nicholas, vice-president: and Alliert Ketclieiu.

of New York, secretary. The plant of the company is located at No. 185 Osborne street and

the building, a one story structure, is two hundred by fifty feet, with two Ls. The coiniiany

manufactures a marine motor, the output being used very largely by the United States

govei-nment, although the product is shipped in part to Canada and to Denmark. The motor
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is ii"tilized in lifo-saviiig boats— a Hat built vnyine that lies very |(i\v so as to keep the center

of gravity low in the lifeboat. It is built according to govcrnuicnt specifications and is very

dependable and is a patented motor. There are now seventy people employed, all of whom
are highly skilled worknuii. The plant has been entirely remodeled and su[iplied witli the

most nunlern ecpii|uuent. it is supplied w itli electric power and the machines are grouped,

using the city current. They do the liigliest class of contract job work (jt all kinds and

have a complete tool making dc]iartnii-nt. It is the aim of the Company to have the best

equipped sliop id' this kind in this part of the state. Mr. Hammond is a student of men
and is seldom, if ever, at fault in an estimate of a man's character or of his ability. He is,

moreover, an organizer with marked executive ability. He liad chaige of a plant at tlie age

of twenty-one years and has since been in administrative positions.

Jn 1 ()()() Mr. Hammond was married to Miss Lo\iise Sedberry, of Fayetteville. North

Carolina. Fraternally he is a Knight Templar Mason and Mystic Shiin<'r and lie belongs

also to the Algonquin and to the Seaside Clubs. His religious faitli is that of the Congre-

gational church and in iiolitics he maintains an independent jiolicy. His life work has

been ol substantial worth as a contribution to industrial activity, and the value of the out-

]iut of his factory is also widely recognized.

EGBERT SrEN'CEK.

Tile insurance interests of Coniu'cticut have enlisted the activities of many nu'n of

niaiked business enterprise and progressiveness wlio luive built up some of the most sub-

tantial ins\nance companies of the entire country, in this field the name of Robert Spencer

is well known, for he occupies the position of superintendent at Bridgeport for the John

Hancock JIutual Life Insurance Com|)any. He was born in Manchester. England, June 8,

]S.')1, a son of Kobert Spencer, .Sr.. who was a block printer by trade but later became identi-

fied with a bleacherv of Manchester, where he s|ient his entire life, there passing away in

]S7J. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Ellen Comiell. died in Manchester in 188.5.

Robert S]iencer of Bridgeport, their only living child, was reared in his native city,

where he acquired a common school education but put aside his textbooks at the age of

fourteen years and became a wage earner, securing the position of shipping clerk in a ware-

house. Ere leaving his native city he was married at the age of twenty-seven years, on

the Sth of September, ISTs. to Miss .lane Smith, who was also born and reared in Man-

chester. They were friends from early childhood, living in the same section of the city.

In 1881 Mr. S])encer and his bride sailed for tho new world, first settling in Passaic, New
Jersey, where he secured employnu'nt in a bleachery and dyeing establishment in which his

ehler brother. I'aul Spencer, now deceased, was then foreman. Six months afterward

Roliert Spencer removed to I'rovidence. Rhode Island, where he resided until 1SS4. and during

that period he made his initial step in connection with the insurance business as an agent

of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com|iany, which in 1S8-1 transferred him to Taunton,

Massacluisetts. During his residence there he became assistant superintendent for both

Taunton and Fall River. ^Massachusetts. In 1887 he removed to Lowell, Massachusetts,

where he accepted the agency of the .lolin Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company of Boston

and thus entered upcm a business relation that has now continued for thirty years and bids

fair to extend over a nnuOi longer )ieriod. In 1891 he was transferred to Lawrence. Massa-

ihusetts. as assistant su]ierintendent and in 1804 was advanced to the position of superin-

tendent of the Lawrence district, in which capacity he served until March, 1897. when, he

was made superintendent at Bridgeport, succeeding Wilson F. Green. He has now occupied

this ]iosition for twenty years, directing the interests of the business in his territory in

such a way that it has steadily increased and at all times displaying marked administra-

tive and executive ability.
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Mr. iiiui .Mrs. S]iriiccr liiivc bccdiiic tlu' p:m'iit> ol tlurr ihilclTi'ii \s lio iirc yet living:

Jessie, the w ite iit' llaroUl Hawkins, ol .Millord. (_iimieetitiit ; IMizahetli, wlio is eonnceted

with tile Aiiierieaii Cliiiroli ilission at Ankiiij;. ( liina, wliitlier slie went in .\\igiist. lyid, to

begone for live years; and Mabel, wlio i> at Imnie. \lr. and Mrs. S|ieriri'r have several times

visited Kngland since coniinj; to the new woild. .Mrs. S|ieneei' I'asini; iiiaih' tiie trip live times

back to her native land, three times alone and twice with her linsliaiid. It was in I'.IOII and

again in l'.)14 tlial they visited their native city of Manchester together, but they are

nlways glad to return to their Ameriean hmne. and while they still feel a love for the land

of their birth, their deepest attachment is lor thi' lauil of tlnir adoption, where they have

now resided for thirty-six years. They are both mendii'r> ol tlie I'^piscopal ciuirch.

.Many years ago Jlr. Spi'iicer took out his natni ali/.at inn papers and wliere civn'stions of

naliomil importance are involved votes tlie repnidican ticket but at local elections casts an

indejiendi'iit ballot. He is an enthusiastic baseball Ian and lie is well known as a loyal

member of the .Masonic ami I Idd Fellows societies, luddiiig membership in Adelphian Lodge,

Xo. SO, I. 0. O. F.. while in Masonry he has attaine.l the Knight Templar degree in tlu' York

Rite and the thirty-second degree in the .'Scottish Kite and with the .Nobles of the ilystic

Shrine has crossed the sands of the desert. He has ever exemplified in his life the beneficent

spirit of the craft, being in hearty symjiathy with its basic principles ccmcerning the brother-

hood of mankind and the nuitua! obligation thereby iin|iosed. He has never regretted his

determination to come to the new world, for through liis utilization of business opportunities

here offered he has steadily worked his way upward and his career, honorable and upright

at all times, has won for him the enduring regard and friendship of many with wliom he

has been brought in contact.

GEORGE F. MARA.

The bar of Bridgeport has various wcdl trained and cajiablc representatives—men

qualitied to cross swords in forensic combat with the ablest of the country. In the field

of general active law practice George F. Mara has attained more than local distinction and

his success is based upon his comprehensive knowledge of the law and ability to correctly

apply its principles. He was born in Bridgeport, May 22, 1886, a son of Charles B. and

Mary E. (Frazier) Mara and a grandson of William Mara, a native of Ireland. The father

was at one time deputy sheriff of Fairfield county. The mother passed away in l'.)02.

George F. ilara, their only child, completed his preliminary education by graduation

from the Bridgeport high school with the class of 1903 and from the Yale Law School

in 1907, and in each class ho was the youngest representative. He could have completed

the work in the law scliocd in I'JOO, but the ruling made it nece.'5sary that he wait until

he attained his majority before being admitted to the bar. At the age of twenty-one,

therefore, he entered upon active practice in Bridge|iort and is mnv a member of the well

known law firm of Canheld, Beecher & Mara. He has already won a well deserved reputa-

tion as a criminal lawyer, and has acted as assistant states attorney for Fairfield county.

He seems to lose sight of no possible point that will have any bearing upon his case and

at the same time gives due prominence to the important point upon which the decision ol

every case finally turns. In his youthful days he served as a page in the Bridgeport city

council two nights a month and thus earned the money that enabled him to partially

pay his way through the law school. He also waited on table at Y'ale during his fiist

year in order to minimize e.xpenses and lie made his way entirely unaided in the attainment

of his professional training. That the worth of his character and ability was manifest Is

indicated in the fact that during his University course he was at different periods secretary,

vice president and in his senior year president of the Wayiand Debating Club. He en-
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joys various manly sports and frequently matches up his ability against that of his friends

in present day games. He is a skilled [ilayer of billiards and a contestant who must be

reckoned with at all times, no matter what the ability of the, opponent.

On the 24tli of .Inly, l'.n:i, Mr. Mara was married to Miss Eula Rebecca Gould,

formerly of Montpelier, \ernnint, but at that time a resi<Ient of Bridgeport. Mr. Mara

holds membershiii in the Church of tlie Blessed Sacrament, also with the Knights of

t'olumbus. the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the Bridgeport Club. For ten years

he has been ([iiite active in loial and state politics and has been a delegate to every im-

])ortaiit deniHcratic convention in the city and state. He is widely and favorably known

in the city in wliich his entire life has been passed. The way in which he nuinaged to

seciu'e an education indicated his native strength of character, his determination and his

laudable ambition, and these qualities are rapidly bringing him to the front in professional

coimections.

HIRAM D. GATES.

With the business activities and development of Bridgeport Hiram I). Gates was long

connected, although in his last years he lived retired. He was born in Guilford, New York,

in 1834 and was a son of Xewman and Sarah (Davis) Gates. He had reached young man-

hood when he removed from Guilford to Norwich, New YoTk, and there at an early day he

became interestcil in lH)rse> and was widely known for liis expert judgment concerning the

value of horses. About ISTO he formed a partnership with ,T. P. Omans for the conduct of a

livery business and success attended the undertaking from the beginning. They built up an

extensive business, importing their horses from Canada, and they maintained sales stables

both in New York city and in Bridgeport. They also bo\ight all through the west. Mr. Omans

having charge of that branch of the business, wliile Mr. Gates remained in the east and

attended to the sales. They were the owners of the Middle Street stables, where they did

a large share of the local business. They also established a blacksmithing and carriage

repairing shop on Housatonic avenue in order to take care of their own work along those

lines and from that humble beginning ileveloped a large carriage manufacturing business

on Broad street. Their sales became very extensive and they manufactured carriages and

coaches U>r New York city and the svirrounding territory. Such was the growth of their

patronage in that direction that eventually they discontinued the livery business and also

dealing in liorses ami concentrated tlieir etl'orts upon carriage manufacturing. In 1885 he

went to Los Angeles, where lie remained for a period of seven years and where he kept

a carriage repository and intniduced all tlie new makes of carriages. He still retained his

interest in the Bridgeport concern and remained an active factor in the management and

control as well as tlie ownershi]) of tlie business until 1892, when he sold out to his partner

on account of ill health.

It was in BridL;e|)urt that ilr. l.ates was united in marriage to Jliss Catluuine Avis

Lani', a daughter of David P.. Lane, w lio came to Bridgeport in early life from ilonroe.

His wife, who in her maidenhood was Miss Phoebe Jndson. was from White Hills and her

mother lielonge<l to the Shelton family. Mr. Lane was a mineralogist and gold and silver

refim-r and gave instrviction in tliat wTirk to various cliemists. When his health became

inipiiirrd he returned to Monroe, where liis last days were spent. He was one of the iirst

fill discoverers of Pennsylvania and ow iicil oil property in tliat state. To Mr. and Mrs.

Gates was born but one child, Harry Davis.

The death of the husband nnd futlier occurred on tlie 2Jth of April, 1895, when lie was

sixtv-onc \i'ar> of age, and was thr oiiasiim of deep and widespread regret. He was a

7iiemlier of the Metliodist cliunli and liis lifr was ever an lionorable and upright one. winning
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fov liiiu till" conlidciU-c and j,'o(Hlwill of tliosc witli wlioin lie was associated. He was a member
of the Olil Drivinj; Club, which eventually became the Seaside Club, but he preferred home

life to club activities and found his f^reatest hapijiness at his own lireside. He was devoted

to the welfare of his wife and son and was also a faitliful and devoted friend and his many
admirable qualities won for him the esteem, confidence and goixhvill of all.

SI.MOX LAKE.

Simon Lake, naval architect ami cn;;iiiccr, and iineiitor of the submarine, is now

])resident of the Lake Torpedo Boat Conijiany of l!ridi;eport. He was born in Pleasantville,

New .Jersey, .September 4, 1860, liis parents being .Tohn C. and Miriam M. (Adams) Lake.

His education was pursued at Clinton Liberal Institute at Fort Plain, New York, and in

the Franklin Histitute at I'hiladelphia. All through his life he has studied and experimented

along mechanical lines, concentrating his efforts and attention upon naval architecture

and engineering, and his e.xpert knowledge has been of great value to this and other countries.

He is the inventor of the even keel type of sulimarine torpedo boat. He built the first

experimental boat in 1S94 and in LS97 built the Argonaut, which was the first submarine

to operate successfully in the open sea. He lias since designed and built many submarine

boats for the Cnited States and for foreign countries, having spent several years in Russia,

Germany and England in designing and building such craft and acting m an advisory

capacity on the construction of submarine torpedo boats. He is likewise the inventor of

the submarine apparatus used in locating and recovering sunken vessels and their cargoes

and also submarine apparatus for pearl and sponge fishing. His inventions include a

heavy oil internal combustion engine for marine purposes. In a word his contribution to

the world's submarine craft has been most valuable, based upon expert knowledge and

long experience. He became the organizer and is now the president of the Lake Torpedo

Boat Company of Bridgeport, and his business is one of the most important enterprises of

the kind in the country. His acknowledged ability is manifest in the fact that he now

holds membersliip with the Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers of America,

the Society of Jlechanical Engineers, the American Society of Xaval Engineers, the

Society of Xaval Architects at London and the .SchitTsbautechnische Gessellschaft of Berlin.

On the 9th of June, 1S90, Mr. Lake was married to Miss Jlargaret ^'ogel of Baltimore.

He is a Mason and belongs to the Engineers Cliilj tpf New York and to the Algon(|uiii Club

of Bri<lgeport.

FEED WILLLAM XETTLETOX.

Fred William Xettleton, a selectman of Stratford and a dealer in contractors' supplies,

was born in Xew Haven, X'ovember 1, 1S73, and from one of X'ew England's oldest families

he is descended, tracing back his lineage to Samuel Xettleton, who came from England in

lf;4(). The father, Letson Ellsworth Xettleton, was an early resident of Milford, Connecticut,

and married Eliza Vance, who was of F'rench descent, her ancestors in France bearing the

name of La Vance.

Fred \V. Xettletcm was but two years of age when the family removed to F'ort Kearney,

Kansas, and there he resided for ten years, when his parents returned to Meriden, Con-

necticut, in the year 1«85. His early education, pursued in the schools of the west, was

continued in ileriden, and there he made his initial step in the business world by entering

the employ of the Ed Miller Company. Following this he entered the employ of the
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Mei'ideii Britannia Company, where he applied liimself closely to the mastery of the busi-

ness and worked in every department up to 1903, when he removed to Stratford and became

one of the organizers of the E. H. H. Smith Silver Company, of whieh lie was made a depart-

ment manager. Thus he continued actively in business until 1907, when he resigned and

purchased his present business of trucking, furniture and piano moving. He also handles

mason's supplies, cement, brick, tile pipe, sand and gravel, and does excavating and grading.

He has built up a good trade, his patronage having reached proportions that make the busi-

ness a profitable one. He follows progressive business methods and his unfaltering enterprise

and close application have been salient features in his growing success.

In 1904 Mr. Xettleton was married to Miss Grace Beach Phillips, a descendant of an

old Cheshire family, a cousin of Mayor Rice and a daughter of Addison Phillips, who was one

of the old-time stagecoach drivers in Connecticut. Mr. and Mrs. Nettleton hold membership

In the Baptist church, and fraternally he is connected with the Masons, the Odd Fellows

and the Junior Order of Red !Men. He also l)elongs to the Cupheag Club. His political

endorsement is given to the republican party, of which he is one of the prominent members

in Stratford and where his activity in public afi'airs has given hira a leading position among

the town's best known men. For two years he filled the office of justice of the peace, render-

ing decisions that were strictly fair and impartial. In 1909 he was elected a selectman of

Stratford and served for two terms at that time. He then retired from the office but was

again elected in 1913 and is still the incumbent in that position. He is actuated by a spirit

of progress in all that he undertakes, whether in relation to the city or promoting his

private interests, and in his vocabulary there is no such word as fail.

^nLLIAM HENRY CURLEY, il. D.

nr. William Henry Curley is numbered among the younger representatives of the

medical profession in Bridgeport but already he has attained a position that many an

older physician might well envy. He was born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, September 17,

1886, a son of Patrick H. Curley, a woolen manufacturer who wedded Mary O'Donnell,

and they are still residents of Pittsfield. James F. Curley, an elder brother of Dr. Curley,

is an honor graduate of West Point and after serving for a time in the army he resigned

and is now general manager of the Concrete Steel Company of New York city. In the

family were two daugliters: Mrs. Loretta K. O'Brien, who is a graduate of the Boston

Conservator^' of Music and now resides in Boston; and Sarah M.. wlio is a graduate of the

Mills Training School of Bridgeport and is now a kindergarten teacher in Pittsfield,

Massachusetts.

Dr. Curley spent his youthful days under the parental roof and in the acquirement

of his education attended the common schools until graduated from the high school with

the class of 1905. During his senior year he was president of the class and was manager

of its basket ball team. He also played on the high school football team. Not long

after leaving the high schoul he entered the medical department of Cornell University in

New York city and was graduated therefrom in 1909. When his textbooks were put aside

he became interne in the Bcllevue Hospital, where lie remained for two years, and after-

ward was resident surgeon in St. ilary's Children's Hosjiital of New York city.

Dr. Cindey located for practice in Bridgeport in 1912 and in the intervening period

has been very successful, now enjoying a fine practice. He is also serving on the staffs

of both the Bridgeport and the St. Vincent Hospitals.

On the ].5th of April, 1913, Dr. Curley was married to Miss Johanna M. Curran, of

Gambo, Newfoundland. They have become the parents of two sons, William H. and Robert

James. The family occupies a sjdendid home at No. 725 Park avenue and warm-hearted
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liospifality is extended tliciii liy many of Bridgeporfs leadinfr cilizeiis. Their ielif;i(ms

faith is that of the Roman Catholic churcli and they are eoinmuniiants of tlie ( hnrth of

t)ie Sacred Heart. Dr. Ciirley lidlds membership in tlie Bridgeport, tlie Kairlield t oiintv,

the Connecticut State and tlie American Medical Associations and thns keciis in toiicli

with tlie trend of modern professional thought and progress.

C. W. BROOKS.

C. \V. Brooks, vice president of tlie Porcupine Boih'r Company, a Bridgeport entcipiisc

which was established in this city less than a decade ago and which has become an important

industrial concern, was born in Xew Hampsliire, December 2, ],SB6. a son of Charh's S.

and Lizzie B. (Page) Brooks. The father, a furniture manufacturer of Antrim, New
Hampshire, was descended from a family of English origin that was established in .Massa-

chusetts at a very early period in tiie settlement of the new world,

C. \V, Brooks began his education in the ]iublic schools and afterward attended an

academy and then entered Pratt Institute of Brooklyn. New York, Returning home, lie

became connected with his father in the furniture manufacturing business, which association

was maintained until 1892, when they sold out. Mr. Brooks then went to Brooklyn with

the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company, occupying a position in the engineering department,

and tliere remained until 1909. He was also with the Stamford Gas & Electric Company,
and the Jleriden Electric Light Company for a time. In lilOO he became connected witli the

Porcupine Boiler Company of Bridgeport and was elected the vice president upon the incor-

poration of the business in lilll. He is actively connected with the engineering department,

his thorough and comprehensive knowledge of the great scientific principles underlying the

work, combined with his practical experience, well qualifying him for the onerous and

responsible duties that devolve upon him in this connection.

On the 17th of September, 1889, :Mr. Brooks was united in marriage to iliss Maljid C.

Downs, of Francestown, Xew Hampshire, and they have two children: Arthur C wiio is

with the Manning-Bowman Company of Meriden, Connecticut, in the stock department; and

Philip D.. who is with the Locomobile Company of Bridgeport.

Mr. Brooks and his family are members of the Congregational church and his political

allegiance is given to the republican party. Close application and indefatigable energy have

been the basis on which he has builded his success, and his advancement to his present

position of responsibility is the acknowledgment of his merit.

WILLIAM POPE.

William Pope, general manager of the Crown Paper Box Conijiany. has tlirough close

application and indefatigable energy worked his way steadily upward in business. He was
born in Xew Haven, Connecticut, September 14, 1859, a son of Maximilian Pope, a native

of Hermany, The father engaged in the paper box manufacturing business and the attention

of the son was therefore early turned in that direction,

William Pope acquired a public school education and when his textbooks were put

aside entered the employ of the Xew Haven Paper Box Company, where he gained his

early acquaintance with and knowledge of the business. He became superintendent of the

E. T. Hart Box Company of Newark. Xew .Tersey. and wa-; also financially interested in the

undertaking, of which he became a director. In 1S98 he removed to Bridgeport and

established business on his own account under the name of the Pojie Paper Box Company
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but sold out ill DewmbcT, IS'.i'.i. lie was aftLTwani in Newark, New Jersey, witli tlie

Specialty Box Company until I'.lO.j, wlien lie organized the down Paper Box Company,

of which he became general manager, with George C. Batcheller as president and E. W.

Kussell as secretary and treasurer. Mr. Batcheller died in 11)15, when Mr. Kussell succeeded

to the presidency, while Jlr. Pope is now secretary, treasurer and general manager, with

Irving R. Blood as assistant manager. The company manufactures paper boxes of various

sizes, kinds and grades and their output is sold to the manufacturers of Bridgeport.

Much of their output is of very high class and they employ from forty-five to si.\ty-five

people, mostly skilled labor. Their factory is a three story and basement building, fifty

bv one hundred feet, of mill construction and furnished witli a sprinkler system, together

witli all the latest improvements in tlie way of machinery and eiiuipment.

Mr. Pope wa.s maiiied in is.s.! in Ansonia, Connecticut, to Miss Nettie L. Hotchkiss of

that place, and they have one daughter, Augusta 1'., now the wife of Irving R. Blood of

Bridgeport.

Mr. Pope is a member of tlie Order of American Mechanics. He takes an active and

helpful interest in community affairs and while at Milford, Connecticut, served for three

years on the board of finance. He was also a member of the democratic town committee

for ten years and for a few months was chairman of that committee. He ever keeps

well informed on the questions and issues of the day and closely studies those issues

anil problems which affect the general welfare and have to do with state and national

relations. At tlie same time he is an alert and progressive business man whose close

application and indefatigable energy constitute substantial factors of growing success.

JIICHAEL .J. .JORDAN.

ilichae! J. Jordan is widely known as a successful operator in the field of real estate in

the tirm of Miller & Jordan, of which he is the active member, his partner being Frank

.Miller, one of the leading tiiianciers of Bridgeport and now president of the City National

Bank. For almost twenty years Mr. .Jordan has ligureil prominently in real estate circles

and has negotiated some of the ino>t important realty transfers and developed some of the

leading subdivisions of this city and vicinity.

Mr. Jordan is of Irish birth but was a little lad of only about eleven years when brought

to America by his parents. Patrick J. and Anna (Wallace I Jordan, who settled at Terry-

ville. Connecticut. Tlie jiareiits, however, are both now deceased, ilichael J. Jordan, born

August 1.1, IS.'iS. spent the latter lialf of liis youtli in Terryville and there served an

apprenticeship in the factory of the Eagle Lock Company, learning the machinist's trade.

At that tinn' the president of the company was Nathan (i. Miller, brother of Frank Miller,

the present partner of Mr. Jordan. At a subsequent period Mr. Jordan s])ent nine years in

Waterbury, where he worked as a machinist for the Farrel Foundry & Machine Company,

leaving there to become a mechanical engineer for tlie Waterbury Watch Company, and

afterward went to London. England, where he made an extended stay. He then returned to

the United States and spent nine years in Newark, New Jersey, at the machinist's trade,

in the capacity of master mechaiiir for Sloan, Chase & Company, builders of watch making

machinery and tools. His ey<'siglit became greatly impaired and acting on the advice of

doctors he sought an outdoor occupation, so he entered the real estate field. Returning to

Waterburv he promoted the tract of land known as Benmohr on the town plat. In ISiJS

i\lr. Jordan came to Bridgeport and here he has since been prominently identified with the

real estate business of the city, securing a large clientage that has connecteil him with

some of tlie most important real estate deals of Fairlield county. He platted the sub-

division known as Hollister Heights in Stratford in 1898.
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Jii I'.K).") Ill' was joiticil l>_v Frank MilliT. vimlcr tin' linn style nl' Milled & .hpiilan. and tlioir

real estate business is in excess of that iil alnuist c'Vcry otln'r tlrni ur irnli\i(inal in the eity.

ilr. Jordan remains tlie active nienilier of tlie firm and as swell has laid out Brooklawn,

covering twenty-seven acres; Poiitatuck Park, thirty acres; West Harbor, nineteen acres;

Sound View Heights, seventeen acres: Xorland Manor, twenty acres; .Maliackemo Heights,

twenty four acres; Ingleside. seventeen acres; X'alley \'iew, twenty five acres; Beach \iew,

seventeen acres; firand \'ie\v Heights, twenty-four acres; (Jiand \'iew Heights Extension,

seven acres; High I'ark. nine acres; Silver .Meadow, four acres; Alvord Beach, four acres;

Chestnut Park, seven acres; Springdale, sixteen acres; Franklin Heights, forty-six acres;

and Glentield, forty acres. Nearly all these are subdivisions of Bridgeport and of Stratford

and represent an investment of over seven hundreil and fifty thousand dollars, all paid in

full. In laying out, developing and improving these additions Mr. .Ionian has worked with

the end in view of not only attaining success but of adiling really attractive subdivisions

which sliall represent liigli types of civic iniprovemeiii and beauty. He has displayed mucli

inventive genius and mechanical skill in connection with liis work. He has also invented

two meelianical advertising devices on which the t'nited States government has granted him
jiatents. (Ine of these is an electrical advertising m.iehinc. while the other is controlled by
a spring similar to that of a clock. These would undoubtedly prove a source of much profit

if manufactured and placed upon the market, but .Mr. .lordan prefers to concentrate his

energies upon his real estate business, which has constantly grown in volume and importance,

placing him in a position of leadership in his lim . .\lr. Jordan, through Iiis extensive

operations in improving and developing real estate in Bridgeport, has done more to increase

the taxable grand list than any other indiviilual. A business motto of ilr. Jordan's that

he has always adhered to, and which is well known, is his prompt payment of bills, a rule

of his office being that when a c(nrect statement of ai iint is sent him a check is sent in

]iayment by return mail.

He has in his life record an inteie>ting military chapter covering five years" service in

the Connecticut state militia with the rank of orderly sergeant, after which he received an
honorable discharge. He is an IClk and is a member of the Algonquin Club. His record is

one of continuous progress, the outcome of close application, indefatigable energy and laudable

ambition. He is a man of an even and well balam-cd disposition, kind, courteous and "entle

but strongly resenting imposition, bmad in mind and liberal. The position which he now
occupies in the business circles of Bridge]iort is an enviable one and rellects great credit upon
himself.

HOX. HENRY LEE.

Hon. Henry Lee. author and statesman, as well as ])rominent and resourceful business

man. who in various ways has aided in shaping the history of Bridgeport, was born in

Coventry, Connecticut, on the 24th of March. 184S. and at an eaily age eiiti-red the employ

of the Union Metallic Cartridge Company, in which connection lie thonniglilv acquainted

himself with the business. He came to Bridgeport when the ]dant was moved from Coventry

to this city in November. 1868, at wliiili time he was in charge of the priming department.

When he resigned his position \vith that company he turned his attention to the retail

grocery trade, entering into partnership witli (ieorge .\1. Robertson, while afterward he

became associated with Charles J. Ketcham, the business being <cuitinned under the

firm style of Lee & Keteham. It constituted the nucleus of- a large fortune, enablino- Mr,

Lee to make investments which were carefully and jinliciously ]ilai-eil and returned to him

a considerable measure of wealth. In June. 189.5. h,' retired from that business. He is

manager of the K. II. H. Smith Silver Company, of which he was a]ipointecI receiver. Apply-
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iiig sound business methods to the management of the business, he has brought it around to

a stable financial basis and at the present time he is manager and treasurer of tlie com-

pany.

ilr. Lee is connected with tlie ilasonic order, being a member of the St. John's Lodge,

No. 3, 1'. lit A. M.; Jerusalem Chapter, No. 13, R. A. M.; Hamilton Commandery, No. 5,

K. T. ; and the Mystic Shrine, and he also belongs to Samuel H. Harrison Lodge, No. 99,

L O. O. F., and he is an active member of both the Bridgeport and the Connecticut His-

torical Societies. In fact he is considered an authority upon the history of the slate and

has a wonderful collection of books concerning Connecticut and Connecticut history. For

many years he has figured prominently in political circles and lias usually been a stanch

republican. He was elected registrar from the old sixth ward in 1881 and 1882, and in 1885

and ISSO he served on the board of selectmen, wliile in 1887 and 1888 he represented the

third ward on the board of aldermen. He also served as fire commissioner but resigned

after fifteen months. On the 1st of August, 1803, he was appointed county commissioner

for a term of four years and was made secretary and treasurer of the board. His fairness

and business qualifications earned him the reputation of being one of the best county com-

missioners the county has ever had. In 1889 he was nominated for mayor by the republican

party but on that occasion was defeated. In 1908 he was again nominated, on which occa-

sion he was elected, and in November, 1914. he became a candidate tor the office on the

citizens ticket, on which occasion he ran a close second to the republican candidate and far

ahead of the democratic candidate. During liis incumbency as mayor he gave to the city

a progressive administration, and while he avoided useless expenditures, he also avoided that

economical retrenchment which blocks public improvement. It was under his guidance that

Golden Hill street was widened from JIain to the railroad station and he instituted nniny

other movements which have been of great civic worth and value, notably the establishment

of harbor lines and the acquirement of Fayerweather island for park purposes. Mr. Lee is

married and has one son, Henrv \V.

J. K. WILLIAMSON.

.J. K. Williamson is widely known as the jiresident of the Porcupine Company ot Bridge-

port, a business that was incorporated in 19U. although it had its inception in 1884 as 'I'he

Hazelton Boiler Company with oflices and works at 716 East Thirteenth street, Nexv \drk

city. Substantial business qualities have been manifest throughout tlie active career of Mr.

Williamson, who thougli a comjiaratively young man has made for himself a most creditable

position, basing his success upon the thoroughness which he has manifested and which is

the outcome of liis educational (ireparation and liis laudable ambition. He was born in

Bethel. Connecticut, September 17, 1883, a son of John H. anil .Julia (Reid) Williamson.

His father was a mechanical engineer and manufacturer who fur some time was an olficer

of the old Hezelton Boiler Company and became one of the founders of the Porcupine Com-

pany and its first president. He died in 190.S but is still survived l)y his widow.

.T. K. Williamson attended the public schools of Bethel and afterward became a slu(h'iit

in the preparatory department of the Norwalk University school. Later he entered Cornell

and was graduated in 1900 with the degree of Jlechanical Engineer. His initial step in tlie

business world was made with the Turner Construction Company of New York, with which

he advanced to superintendent, leaving their emploj' after three years to enter his present

business. He came to Bridgeport in 1909 as president of the business in which he is now

enuaged. The Porcupine Company is an enlargement and reorganization of tlie Connecticut

Construction & Supply Company which in turn was successor to the Hazelton Boiler Com-

iianv of New York city. L'pon removing to Bridgeimrt in 1911 the business was established
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at 7:iO Wonliri avi'imc, wlicio tlic |ilaiit lias ciHliti'Oii tlioiisaiid square feet under cover and a
erane served stoek yard of eiylit (liousand S(iuare feet. Tlie Iniildinirs are one story in height

and are supplied witli eleetrie |)o\ver by tlie I'nited Illuminating Company. The ])lant is

equi[)ped throughout witli iiulividna! motor drive and tliey liave two shop.s, one of wiiieli is the

plate shop devoted to boiler, tank and |ilati> work. In the same building is produced tlieir

tiagasse Burning Equipment, whieli is sold to the eane sugar producing companies, including

boilers, furnaces, conveyors, etc. Tliese are sold in all sugar producing countries, and they

issue catalogues printed in Portuguese, .Spanish and other languages for distribution in these

countries. This ecpiipment utilizes the waste eane pulp for fuel, burning it while it is moist
and green. The e(iuipment for a twenty-live liundred horse power sugar plant is sold at

tilty thousand dollars or more. In tlie shops of the company all kinds of contract work is

also done.

In the second shop structural steel is fabricated. Tliis is the first enterprise of the

kind in Bridgeport. Today the shop is fabricating two hundred and seventy-five tons of

structural steel per month and carries over one thousand tons of stock in the yard. The
company installs its own equipment in boilers, plate and structural work and employs
one hundred men, of whom forty per cent are skilled workmen. Tlie structural steel is sold

all over New England, New York and New Jersey. Recently the company has built a fac-

tory, conducted under tlie name of the Aero-Marine Plane & Motor Company, at Keyport.
New Jersey, which is the largest of the kind in the United States, having trusses \vitli a
clear span of eighty-five feet. The business is growing rapidly and has already reached ex-

tensive and gratifying proportions. The present officers of the company are: J. K. William-
son, president; C. W. Brooks, vice president: James B. Reeve, secretary and treasurer; and
H. H. Williamson, works manager.

On the 6th of September, lull, Mr. William.son was married to Miss Gladys M. Ball, of
\\:itertuwn. New York, and they have two children. Gladys Barbara and Margaret. Mr.
W illiamson belongs to the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity and also to the University Club and
is richly endowed with those qualities wliich make for personal popularity and which add
much to the joy of life. He entered into his present business relations well equipped by
college training and experience for the important and responsible duties which he assumed
and through well directed ability he is constantly enlarging his interests and thereby pro-

moting his success.

WILLIAM H. O'HARA.

William H. O'Hara is an active member of the Bridgeport baj- and is equallv well

known as a democratic leader of Connecticut. He was born in Washington, this state,

October 15, 185y. His father. Thomas O'Hara, a native of County Sligo, Ireland, came
to the United States in lS5a and settled at Washington, Connecticut, where he married
Anna Norris, who was born in this state. He devoted his life to the occupation of farmini',

but both he and his wife have now passed away. In Ireland this branch of the O'Hara
family is very prominent, tracing its ancestry back to O'Hara, Lord of Leiney in County
Sligo.

William H. O'Hara was the eldest of a large family and is the only one now livins; in

Bridgeport. He completed his academic education in a famous school at Washington.
Connecticut, called the Gunnery, founded by Frederick W. Gimn in the '50s—a schoid which
still flourishes. His law studies were pursued in the othcc of the late Hon. Edward \\

.

Seymour of Bridgeport, who served for several terms in congress and was also a judge of

the Connecticut supreme court, Mr. O'Hara was admitted to the Connecticut bar in 1881,

and to the supreme court of the United States in 1890. During the intervening period
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he has practiced in Bridgeport. For several years he was associated with Daniel Davenpori

in the law firm of Davenport & O'Hara. This law firm was retained by the Housatonic

the New York & New England, and the Danbury & Norwalk Railroad Companies, to conduct

litigation before tlie Interstate Commerce Commission, which originated in the rate con-

troversies between these companies and the New York & New Haven, and the New York

& Northern Railroad Companies. In this litigation the firm was opposed by such distin-

guished counsel as William C. Wliitney, Sherman Everats and William A. Day. This firm

also acted as counsel for the Pennsylvania Railroad Company in several cases pending

in the state and federal courts. One of these cases, which involved the construction of

an amendment to the federal judiciary act, prescribing terms for the removal of causes from

the state to the federal courts, was carried to the supreme court of the United States for final

decision. The ability displayed by this law firm in the conduct and trial of the railroad and

otlier li'ading cases, so advanced Mr. O'Hara in his professional career, tluit for many years

he has stood among the leaders of the bar in Connecticut.

In 1S96 Mr. O'Hara was married to Miss Ella Elizabeth Pearsall, of Brooklyn, New York,

a daughter of Daniel Pearsall, representing a family prominent in America for many

generations.

In politics _Mr. O'Hara is a democrat but lias always had a distaste for public office,

althou'di frequently importuned to become a candidate for high positions of honor and trust.

In his earlier career, however, he took an active part in both local and state politics and

made speeches in support of the democratic ticket during many presidential campaign.s.

In 1888 and 1892 he delivered addresses throughoiit the state of Connecticut in support

of Grover Cleveland in connection with George W. Wheeler, who is now one of the judges

of the C(mnecticut supreme court. He has never consented to become an office holder,

however, save on one occasion when he spent two years as president of the board of

aldermen of Bridgeport. He is a very forcible pulilie speaker and has much natural

ability as an orator, so tiiat he is often called upon to address public gatherings. On

these occasions he always speaks extemporaneously and never delivers the same speech twice.

His natural eloquence is manifest in his well chosen use of words and his clear and interesting

presentation of any subject which he discusses. Mr. O'Hara was also formerly prominent

in club life in Bridgeport but has withdrawn from such organizations to make his liome

his club, finding his greatest happiness after office hours are over at his own fireside, where

as a genial host he is ever ready to welcome his extensive circle of friends.

ALFRED H. CLARK.

Alfred H. Clark. fo\uiilcr and jiromotHr of the real estate agency of Alfred H. Clark *;

Son at No. 1024 ilain street in Bridgeport, was born in Torrington, Litchfield county. Con-

necticut. April 26. 1868. His father, Herman (lark, was a farmer by occupation and was a

son of William (lark, who " followed carpentering. The mother bore the maiden name of

Ellen Holcomb. Alfred H. Clark has one brother living, George B. Clark, founder of the

George B. Clark Furnitiu-e Company of Bridgeport, controlling one of the largest retail

furniture houses of Connecticut. There is also one sister, Mrs. Flora L. Deckand. of Strat-

ford. There is also a half brother and a half sister: Jesse B., living at Torrington. Con-

nectioit ; and ilrs. Lizzie Wilcox.

Alfred H. Clark was reared at Torrington and in his youthful days attended the public

schools, finishing his education with a two years' course in Professor Guile's Business College

of New Haven. He was eigliteen years of age when he entered the factory of the Union

Hardware Corn|iany at Torrington, in which he was employed for one year. Later he spent,

two or tliree vears in the serviee of the Adams IOx]iress Company of Torrington and after-
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waid was (.'ciiiiu'ctcd witli thi' JCxfelsiur N'l'i'illr I (iiii|iiiiiy tlicrt', uccu|i_\ iiig the positiiin uf

t'oieinau for si-vt'ii years. In i>arly manliood lie likewise had experience in various other lines,

selling the Wlieeh^r & Wilson sewing niaehines for a time and also tlie New Home sewing

niaehine. lie possessed jduek and energy and anytliing Nvliirh hi' niulertook he eai i ied

forward to sneeessliil completion. At nineteen years of age he was the owner of a donble

house in Torrington. At twenty-one years of age he owned two such houses—a fact which

showed that he had carefully saved )iis earnings, of wliicli he liad made wise investment.

In August, 1S96, he came to Bridgeport and from that time to tlie present, or for twenty-

one years, he has been prominently identilied with the real estate business, making a

specialty of handling farm projierty, in which coiniection he has won an extensive clientage

throughout a large part of the country. Today lie is represented by fifty-two subagents

scattered over eight states, and the firm of Alfred 11. rlaik & Son now has two thousand

farms listed in the states of Xew Hampshire. W'nuont, .Massachu.^etts, t'onnectient. New
York, West \'irginia, Florida and dklalioraa.

On flie 1st of .January. IH'.Ri. .Mr. Clark was nnirried to Jlabel Naoma Parhtt. of Tor-

rington, and they Iiave become parents of three children: (,'eorge A., Ethel Maud and FUna
Eloise. The son is said to be tlie exact image of his fatlLcr in [lersonal apjiearance and in

business enterprise and ability and has been made the junior partner in tlie firm.

In politics Alfred H. Clark is a democrat ami was formerly ver\' active in polit^ical

circles in Torrington, where for several years he served as deputy register of voters, wliile

for many years he managed the democratic cam]iaign of Litchfield county as tlie Krst

assistant of Henry .1. Allen. In many respects ^Ir. Clark is a remarkable man, being of

that type who wcnild be called to leadership in any spliere of endeavor which he inifht

enter. He is vigorous and determined, readily discriminates between the essential and the

nonessential and lias long since passed from the ranks of the many to staml aiuoncr the more
successful few.

.JAJiES W. GKANT.

James W. Crant, a \\ell known Bridgeport manufacturer, removed from Waterbury,

Connecticut, to this city in 1886 and through the intervening period he has made steady

progress along business lines. He was first connected with the Hand Sewing Machine
Company and assisted in developing and improving the machine turned out by that company.
After the failure of the company he spent three years with the .1. S. Follensbee Machine
Company, which was then engaged in developing the hook and eye machines. To that work
Jlr. tirant turned his attention, bringing his inventive skill and ingenuity to play in the

work, his labors being attended with excellent results, for the company turned out the first

hook and eye machines built in Bridgeport and the device proved highly satisfactory. Later

Mr. (irant built hook ami eye machines which not only manufactured hooks and eyes but

also fastened them to the cards on which they are sold. He also designed machines for

the lock department of the United States government at Washington. D. C. after which

he went to the capital to deliver the machine and instructed the government how to operate.

He afterward took an exhibit of pin. tack and nail machines to the .\tlanta exposition

and there for the first time pins were made south of the Chio river. For some time there-

after his business interests connected him with the south, for he assisted in establishinn- a

tack factory at Birmingham, Alabama.

Upon his return to Bridgeport Mr. Grant became connected with K. S. Hotchkiss, building

automatic machines to replace hand machinery used in the manufactin-e of rat and mouse
traps. The next step in his business career was the establishment of the Special Maciiinerv

Company about 1893 and since then he has conducted business under that caption, develo))-
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ing all kinds of automatic wire matliinery tor making hooks and eyes, rat and mouse trap

wires, paper clips and fasteners, necktie fasteners and corset clasps. He has designed hundreds

of special machines for nutnutacturing these dilierent devices and in the conduct of his

business he employs from ten to forty-live skilled mechanics. He now manufactures a large

line of paper fasteners and also manufactures cable hangers, which at one time he made in

large (piantities. Another feature of his output is the clothespin spring machine. He has

invented and placed upon the market many articles of merit, among them peelers, coin

holders, paper fasteners and wire paper clips and has invented special machinery for the

manufacture of all of these. A [iractical machinist and tool maker, he adds broad experience

to natural inventive power and the results have constituted a valuable contribution to the

mechanical devices of tlie loiintry, adding to America's reputation as a great world center

of invention.

y[r. Grant was married to Elizalieth Kenney, a native of Derby, Connecticut, and to

them were born four children: Sadie May and Lucy L., both living and two sons who are

deceased. Robert Johnson i)assed away at the age of twenty-four years, and John

Washington at the aae of nineteen. Both were associated in business with their father.

GEORGE \V. FINN.

George W. Finn, whose jiublic spirit is manifest in many ways, finding expression at

various times in tlie eomhirt of his business interests, has for the past twenty years been

connected with real estate operations in Bridgeport. He is a native of this city and a repre-

sentative of a family that has lived in Bridgeport and in Fairfield county through four

generations. His great-grandfatlier. Thomas Finn, was a farmer of Fairfield and died in 1870

at the ripe old age of one hundred and two years.

In early life George W. Finn was appointed a clerk in the Bridgeport post office by

Julius \V. Knowlton. who was then ])ostmaster, and after spending four years in the govern-

ment service he entered the clothing business and was connected with the Park City Clothing

Company until ISDo. He afterward became an employe of the Bridgeport Post and covered

the city hall assigiunent for three years. His principal duty was to keep in touch with

]ioliticians of all shades of opinion and separate the chaff from the wheat. That he suc-

ceeded is evidenced by the fact that for twenty years after he left the newspaper business

he enjoyed the friendship of George \V. Hills. Robert X. Blakeslee and the late Frank \V.

Bolande, who were the owners of the iiajier at that time. As a newspaper man Mr. Finn

also made many other valuable acquaintances who have been of service to him in his present

business, and liis varied experience in different pursuits has gained him comprehensive

knowledge of human nature, together with an intimate acquaintance with Bridgeport and

its inhabitants. In his ]>resent business he has specialized as an operator and developer

of real estate ratlu'r tlian as a real estate agent. He has opened up numerous tracts of lanil

on the outskirts of the city, selling lots on tlie installment plan, and he has also aided

[nuchasers in building homes by furnishing architect's plans and specifications and also by

making loans. He has erected a number of attractive residences on Laurel avenue and Elm-

wood avenue and also in the north end of the city near St. Vincent's hospital. He has like-

wise built a number of inexpensivi' homes for workingmen in the west end and in Fairfield.

He is very particular in his method of doing business, and it makes no difference whether

he is building a house tor twelve hundred dollars or for twelve thousand dollars; he employs

an architect to prepare the plans and specifications so as to insure harmony and safety in

his dwellings, ilr. Finn is an expert appraiser and has been employed as a condemnation

commissioner of the superior court in taking hind re(pured under the law of eminent domain.
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He has also acti'd as an apiiraiscr on immorous estates and in cases where partnerships were

being dissolved.

Mr. Finn takes a keen interest in Bridgeport and its development, lie is opposed to

closing up streets tor the benefit of special interests and he has repeatedly advocated open-

ing up all dead end streets so tliat trattic and business may be accelerated. Believing that

Bridgeport will always be an industrial city and that it is useless to waste enormous sums

of money on artistic or aesthetic improvements, he feels that all the expenditure should bu

for practical, sensible projects based on the aims and needs of the population. In a word,

he is a public-spirited man wliu has closely studied conditions and in planning for public

work looks beyond the exigencies of tlie monu'iit to thi' [lossibilities of the future.

R. E. KANUALL.

K. E. Randall, the owner of a pharmacy in Fairtield. is a typical repres<'ntative of the

younger business man of the city, alert, enter[irising and progressive. He was born in

ilassachusetts, March 20, llSS.5. and was reared in that state, receiving his education in the

Springfield schools. Hi 1913 he removed to Fairfield. Connecticut, and established the Randall

Pharmacy, which he has since conducted. He carries a complete line of drugs and druggists'

sundries and his reputation for reliability, together with his reasonable prices, has led to

the building up of a large and representative patronage.

In 1908 Mr. Randall was united in marriage to Miss Emily Cogswell, a native of

Connecticut, and they have a son. Arthur L., who was born Xovember 22. 1910. The parents

are members of the Congregational church, in whose work they take a eonimendable interest,

and fraternally Mr. Randall is identified with the Improved Order of Red Men. In politics

he is independent and has confined his participation in public affairs to the exercise of his

right of franchise. The management of his business affairs requires the greater part of

his time and attention and as a result of this concentration of his energy he ranks among
the successful business men of Fairfield.

AXGUS H. AND RODERICK .1. MacKEXZIE.

Angus H. and Roderick J. ilacKenzie are tlie owners of the Bridgeport Public Market,

in which connection they have Ijuilt up a large and substantial business which is con-

tinually growing. They established this market on the 9th of December, 1S97, on P>aid<

street, where they are still located. The start, however, was small compared with their

present business. In the early days they employed twenty-Jive people, and soinetliing of

tlie growth of their trade is indicated in the fact that they now employ from one hundred

and sixty to two hundred ]>eo]de. They conduct entirely a retail and jol)bing business and

their deliveries are made with both horses and motors.

About twelve years ago they established a branch of the Bridgeport Public Market on

East Main street, where they employ about twenty people. Their original building has

been rebuilt and has a frontage of one hundred and thirty feet on State street and of one

hundrfr<l and twelve feet on Bank street. They occupy 'the entire building, whicli tliey have

splendidly equipped with refrigerators, carriers and everything necessary to facilitate the

business. They have made an alley through the building in order to keep the teams off the

street while loading for delivery. This is a covered alley extending from street to street

and was put through at a great deal of expense; but it indicates the public spirit of the

men who were behind the project.
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The brotliei'S, Angus H. and Rodeik-k J. ilacKenzie, were formerly residents of

Massachussetts and of New York. Believing that there was opportunity for a successful

business, however, in Bridgei>ort, they removed to tliis city and great credit is due them

for the fine market wliicli tliey liave here developed. It is always clean and sanitary and

their business metliods of dealing witli customers will bear the closest investigation and

scrutiny. They have ever recognized the fact tliat satisfied patrons are the best advertise-

ment and they have put forth every legitimate effort to win the approval of their customers.

\V. GERALD BRYANT.

\V. Herahl Bryant, president and treasurer of the Bead < liain .Manufacturing Company

of Bridgep<nt, was born in Bridgeport, .July :!0, lyul. and is a son of Waldo C. Bryant.

Liberal educational opportunities were accorded liim. He atteniled public and private schools

And ultimately was graduated from Yale with the class of l'.i]4. In the same 3'ear he em-

baiked in business in his present tonnection by organizing the Bead Chain Manufacturing

Company, of which he became the [iresident and treasurer, with David Day as secretary.

The business is located at .State and Mount Cirove streets and the present plant was com-

pleted ill i;il6. The company occupies a two-story structiu'e sixtj' bj' one hundred and

twenty feet. The building is of reinforced concrete and is absolutely fireproof. Theyengage

in the manufacture of biass bead chains, which are sold to manufacturers and to the trade

botli directly and tlirouyh jiililiers. Their output is sent to all parts of the United States

and to some extent the trade has been established in South America. The product is pro-

duced by automatic machinery which has been developed in Bridgeport. In the three

years of its existence the comijaiiy has continually studied and experimented to produce

the best jjossible results and that their achievement is highly satisfactory is indicated by

the continuous and steady growtli in tlieir business.

Mr. Bryant holds membership in the University Club, the Brooklawn Club and the

Black Ruck Y'aclit Club. He is very fond of i)ott^er boating and in this finds his chief

source of recreation. The spirit tif ]irogress and improvement actuates him in all that lie

does and i^ manifest in liis club connections as well as in his business life.

LEWIS H. TODD.

Lewis H. T(Hld, fur many years one of the most liiglily respected citizens and well

known business men of Stratford, was born .July 27, 1S3G. in Burlington, Connecticut, a son

of Charles Harrison and Tully ((urtis) Todd, both of whom died in Litchfield county, where

the father owned and uperated a farm. In early childhood his jiarents removed to -Plymouth,

Connecticut, where he lived until 1S70, when he removed to Stratford and engaged in the

mercantile business. Success attended his efforts and for many years he was the leading

mercliaiit in the town. In later years his son-in-law. Charles A. Lovcll. entered into part-

nersliip with him under the tirm name of L. H. Toild & Comiiany. tlie business then including

groceries, dry goods and hardware. Upon the di'atli of .Mr. Lovell in April. 1895, the.hardware

department was taken over by his estate and conducted as a sejiarate store. Mr. Todd con-

tinued tlie other departments until the fall of 1895, when he disposed of his mercantile

interests. From that time until his death on the 13tli of May, 1912, he lived practically

retired, enjoying the fruits of a well and honorably spent life.

On .lune oO, 1853, in Torrrington, then called Wolcottville. Mr. Todd was married to

Sarah A. Fellows, a daughter of Epliraim and .Sabra (Roberts) Fellows and a woman of
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iiiiukoil I'oruo (if cliaracti'i- wlio lai'^'cly apiirnaclied tln' ideal in lii-r relationship of wife

and inotlu'i-. She died Xoveniher 7, r.Hi:;. The six ehiUlreii in Mr. Todd's family are:

Alice .M.: Cluirles H. ; Rosella M., the widow of Charles A. Lovell; Kstelli- A., now Mrs.

Krederic-k P. Heardsley; Ivnnia J,, who nianied Melancthon Fryer; and Dora W'inified, all

residents of Stratford.

In Ills [lolitieal views .Mr. Todd ^ave loyal support to the democratic party, but aside

from casting his vote re{;ularly ami taking an interest in the party's success, politics had no

attraction for him. Of much greater interest to him were church affairs, in which he took

an active part. He was a member of Christ Episcopal church, of which he was a vestryman

for thirty-tive years, and had also been treasurer of the parish for a number of years.

All who knew him entertained for him (he hi;;Iiest regard bin-ause of his thorough reliability

in business, his high standard of citizenship and his devotion to liis home and famih'.

LKWTS B. CURTIS.

Lewis B. Curtis is engaged in the manufactiue of pipe cutting mai-hines as president

of the Curtis & Curtis Company of Bridgeport, a business that has been in continuous

existence since May, 1SS2, and he entered into active connection therewith in 1886. Hi.s

birth occurred in New York city, his parents being Lewis A. and Emma (Steel I Cui-tis,

who were natives of New Yoi'k city and of Auburn, Xew York, respectively. The grand-

father Lewis Curtis. Sr., removed in 1807 from Stratfor<l, Connecticut, to New York, where

lie engaged in business as an importer. The family had been established at Stratford in

l(i,'i4. being among the founders of that place, the first American ancestor coming from

England. In the distaff line Lewis B. Curtis traces his ancestry back to Governor Bradford,

who came to the new world on the Mayflower, ami thus in both the paternal and maternal

lines Lewis B. Curtis is a representative of vi-ry old and prominent New England families.

His moth'er died in the year 1892. while liis fatlier, surviving for a considerable period, passed

away in 1909.

Lewis B. Curtis attended the Ho|ikins grannnar school at New Haven and afterward

devoted two years to reading law. Later he spent a similar period in tlie newspaper business

as business manager of the Cliurch Record but in 1SS(3 purchased an interest in the Curtis

& Curtis Company, which was established in May, 1882, by William D. Eorbes. M. E. and
Roderick P. Curtis. They established their office in Bridgeport, while the goods which they

handled were manufactured in Providence, Rhode Island. Feeling that it would be better

to have their product made where their office was located, they established a factory on

.Tohn street in Bridgeport in 1883 and there manufactured a patented pipe cutting machine.

They were also the first to manufacture a geared die stock, the patent being taken out bv

jMr. Forbes, while the enterprise was cajiitalized by ilr. Curtis. In 1S8(; Mr. F'orbes sold

his interest in the business to Lewis B. Curtis and in 1909, upon the death of Roderick P.

Curtis. Lewis B. Curtis [)urchased his interest. The first factoiy. built in 1S87, was at 188

Carden street and in 1900 a new building was erected, to which another story was added

in 1907. The plant is now two and three stories in height and is one hundred and fifty

by two hundred and lifty feet. The building is of mill construc-tion. is operated bv steam

piiwc-r and is supplied with a sjiriukler system, which is the mo.st perfect protection against

fire that is known and wherever installed greatly reduces the tire risk and the rate of

insuiance. The company employs about one hundred peo]ile. most of whom are skilled

workmen, and they now manufacture a large line of pipe cutting machines produced in about

.seventy-five dift'event sizes and styles, including hand jrower and electric macliines. Both

brothers have taken out many patents and today they have one of the most complete jilants

of the kind in the country. Their product is shipped to all parts of the world and tliey sell
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to jobbers ami iiiaiuit'aetuiers. Tlie business has been tlioro\ighly organized and carefull\-

systematized and in the prodnetion tliere is no loss of labor, time nor material. Lewis B. Curtis

is not only at the head of this undertaking but also has other important business connections,

bein" now a trnsteo of the People's Savings Bank of Bridgeport, a director of the American

Thermos Bottle t'ompany and president of the Beers Realty lomiiany of Xew York, while

in many other concerns and business enterprises he is financially and actiyeh' interested.

In 1S88 Mr. Curtis was united in marriage to Miss Alice Beardsley, a daughter of

Samuel G. Beardsley, and to them has been born a daughter. Alice Beardsley. who is a

graduate of ]\Iiss Porter's School at I"armington. Connecticut, ilr. Curtis has attained high

rank in Masonry, being a Kniglit Templar, a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason and a

member of the Mystic Shrine. He holds membership with the Society of Mayflower

Descendants and is very prominent as a member of the Sons of the American Revolution,

having for four years lieen president of the Connecticut organization and a member of the

executive committee of the national socict.y. He is now chairman of the organization com-

mittee for the eastern states of the natioiuil society and he lias done much to further its

interests. He is likewise Avell known in club circles, holding menibersliip in the Brooklawn

Club, the Seaside Club, and the Black Rock Yacht Club, all of Bridgeport, and in tlie

Machinery Club of Xew York. For four years he was president and vice president of tlie

Bridgeport Manufacturers Association and is still a member of its executive committee.

He belongs to St. John's Episcopal church, of which he is now serving as vestryman. Delight-

ing in travel, he has four tinu-s visited Kurojie, has also gone to S(mth America and the

West Indies and once made the trip around the world, thus gaining that broad knowleilge,

experience and culture which only travel can bring.

ELMER .lUSTIX ORTOX.

Elmer .Tustin Orton. president of the E. J. ttrton Comjiany, engaged in the real estate

and insurance business in Br!dge]iort. has the qualifications which make for success in his

chosen field—enterprise, determination and adaptability. Moreover, he has thoroughly

acqiuiinted himself with the pmperty upon the market, its value and the opportunity for

real estate development. A lifelong resident of Xew England, he was born in Bennington,

Vermont, May 27, 18CT. a son of Reuel X'. Orton, a mechanic, who was born in Williamstown,

Jlassachusetts. and is now a resident of Housatonic, that state, where he holds a responsible

jiosition with the Monument Mills Company, a large manufacturing concern. The < >rton

family is an idd one of Xew England and the Orton Tavern, which was established at Wnod-

bury, Connecticut, hnig before the Revolutionary war. still stands as one of the landmarks

of that early period. At Woodbury is also seen the old Orton cemetery, in which only

members of the family were buried—a fact that shows the family in its lineal and col-

lateral branches to be one of large numbers. Reuel N. Orton was united in marriage to

Xettie Rhoda Jenkins, who died about eight years ago. She. too. belonged to an old X'ew

England family represented in \ermont for generations, so that Elmer J. Orton is descended

from ancient Xew England stock in both the paternal and maternal lines.

He was only about five years of age when his parents removed to Housatonic, Massa-

chusetts, where he entered the ]iublic schools, passing through consecutive grades and later

attending the high school. His textbooks were put aside when he reached the age of eighteen,

when he went to Waterbury. Connecticut, and there spent five years in the employ suc-

ces.sively of the American Pin Company, the Novelty Manufacturing Company and the Smith

i Driggs Manufacturing Company. With these three concerns he was variously employed

and while in Waterbury he also learned the carpenter's trade, devoting the last two years

of his residence there to carpentering, which he thoroughly mastered. In IS'IO he came to
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Bridgeport, where lie continued to engage in carpentering lor a year or two and tlien

entered the employ of the Union Metallic Cartridge Company, with which he continued for

abovit nine years, having charge of the grinding department. Before resigning his po>ition

with that company he became interested in the insurance and real estate business and in

1907 organized and incor])orated the E. J. Orton Company, of which he has since been

president. This company embraces all kinds of insurance and also a real estate business.

He engages in developing property rather than acting as agent and in that connection has

done important work, having developed Sylvan Crest, Beechlawn, Westlawn Height, Prospect,

Hawley Crest, Summit Manor, Sunnyside and City Heights. Most of these have largely been

sold. When the E. J. Orton Company opened xip Prospect the firm sold one hundred and

fourteen lots in three days. When Mr. Orton took charge of that trart it was owned by

A. W. Burritt. who had been selling lots there for twenty years, but one hundred and fourteen

were still left with apparently a poor prospect for sale within a reasonalile time. Mr.

Burritt tlierefore turned that number over to Mr. Orton, who consummated the sale of

tlie entire property in three days. This is indicative of the enterprising and progressive

methods which he has always followed in his real estate transactions.

On the 20th of February, 18S9, Mr. Orton wedded Miss Cora Belle Ford, of Cornwall,

Connecticut, and they have become parents of three sons, all born in Bridgeport; Burton E.,

born June 6, 1893, on Ogden street, who was married in October, 191,"), to Georgia Smith;

Eeuel James, born ilarch 25. 1900, on Fifth street; and Elmer F., born July 30, 1901, on

Putnam street. The second son is now in his second year in high school and the youngest

is in the eighth grade of the grammar school. ^Ir. Orton is fond of motoring and thus

gains rest and recreation. He is largely independent in politics, with leaning, however,

toward the republican party. He belongs to the Advent Clu'istian church and fraternally

is connected with the Masons, exemplifying in his life the beneficent spirit of the craft.

His has been an active and useful career and his history is that of a self-made man, for

he started out empty Imnded and from the position of tradesman has steadily worked liis

way upward until he is now" an active figure in the real estate circles of Bridgeport.

HON. PHILO CLAEK CALHOUX.

Among those who have left the imjiress of their indiviiluality for good upon tlie liistory

of Bridgeport is numbered Hon. Philo Clark Calhoun, and though more than a third of a

century has come and gone since he was called to his tinal rest, his memory is yet revered

and honored by those who knew him. He was born in Danbury, Connecticut, Deeeiuber 4,

1810, his parents being Philo and Sally J. Calhoun, the latter a daughter of John McLean

of Danbury, who held a position of trust under the government during the Revolutionary

war and whose losses at the time of the burning of Danbury were so great that large land

grants were afterward given him in the Western Reserve. The father was a practicing

physician of Washington, Connecticut.

Philo Clark Calhoun came to Bridgeport in 1826. when a youth of sLvteen years, to

learn the harness and saddlery making trade with the firm of Lyon, Wright & Company.

On account af failing health, however, he made his way to Charleston, South Carolina,

hoping that a change of climate would prove beneficial, and in 1833-4 was connected with

the Harral harness business of that place. L'pon his return ln' became assistant to Hanford

Lyon in the saddlery business with arrangements that he should share in tlie profits tliereof.

That connection was maintained until 1838. when he became a partner in the firm of Lyon,

Calhoun & Company. In 1843 this was succeeded by Harral & Calhoun, the senior partner

being Mr. Harral, formerly of the Charleston house. The partnership between the two

existed for ten years, at the end of which time, or in 18.53. thev were joined by R. B. Lacey
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under the firm style of Ilarral, Calliouii & Company. In 1S5J tliis was changej to Calhoun,

Lacey & Company ami the connection was thus maintained until 1863. In the meantime,

however, Mr. Calhoun withdrew more and more largely from the active control of the

business in order to devote his time to the management of the Connecticut National Bank

of Bridgeport, of which he became president in 1847, remaining as the executive head of the

institution until 1SG4, when he resigned and became president of the Fourth National Bank

of New York city. In the year he was elected president of that institution and assumea

control, its deposits were increased fourfold. In 1875, on the dissolution of the firm of

Hoover, Calhoun & Company, he organized a stock company in Newark, New Jersey, for the

manufacture of saddlery and in this owned a controlling interest up to the time of his

death. He thus remained througout the entire period of his life in active connection with

the business in which he embarked as a young tradesman. While president of the Fourth

National Bank of New York he became connected with large financial transactions which

included the purchase of United .States bonds to the value of five million dollars. During

the memorable money panic of 187.';! in two days he paid out thirteen million dollars in cash.

He was one of the original stockholders of the Bridgeport Cias & Electric Light Company

and at the time of his death was president of the Fourth National Bank of New York, a

director of the Connecticut United Bank and of the Farragut Fire Insurance Company,

treasurer of the New Central Coal Company and trustee of mortgages of several railroad

companies.

Mr. Calhoun was united in marriage to Miss Sarah Caroline Sterling, a daughter of

.Jesse Sterling, who was a prominent dry goods merchant, and through four administrations

was postmaster of Bridgeport. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun are: Edward S., who

married Alice Hersey; Charles M., who married Julia B. Sanford: Louise C, who became

the wife of O. W. Latham, of Lynchburg, Virginia; Julia E., the wife of W. B. Cragin,

of New York; and Mary S., the wife of J. S. Burke, of Brooklyn, New York.

In early life Mr. Calhoun gave his political allegiance to the whig party but when it

passed out of existence he joined the democratic party and on its ticket was elected to

various public offices. In 1845 he was elected a member of the common council, in which

he served for five successive years. In 1853 he was elected alderman and in October, 1853,

was elected mayor, remaining the chief executive of the city for three years. He was the

originator of the town and sinking funds and he stood at all times loyally in support of

various measures and movements which he deemed of benefit to the city. He was well known

in club circles as a member of the Union League and of the Union Clubs. Death called him

March 14, 1882, and his passing was a matter of deep regret to many, for he was prominent

socially as well as in business connections. He was a man of genial nature and had many

friends among the high and the low. He possessed a wonderful memory, wJiich was one of

the great assets of both his business and social life. He could quote authorities on financial,

business and political questions on the spur of the moment and he seemed never to forget

one whom he had met. No history of Bridgej.ort would be complete without reference

to rhilo C. Calhoun, so indelibly did he leave the impress of his individuality upon the

history of the city.

WESLEY L. NORTON.

Prominent among the energetic, farsighted and successful business men of Bridge-

port is Wesley L. Norton, the treasurer auil manager of the Connecticut Clasp Company.

The si)irit of enterprise wliicli lias ma.le New England a great manufacturing center finds

expression in liis life. Connecticut claims liini as a native son, for he was born in Meriden,

Februarv 17. ISCO, a son of A. M. and Anna (Bailey) Norton. He lost his mother when
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but seven years of age. His educational opportunities were limited to tliose all'orded bv
the |publi(.' seliools and at the age uf eighteen years lie began learning the machinist's

trade.

ilr. Norton arrived in Bridgeport in ISSO and here followed liis trade of tool making
in the employ of several firms. He then became one of the organizers ot the Connecticut

Clasp Company, which was formed in 1900, the organizers being George C. Batcheller, W.
h'. Osborne, W. H. Batcheller and \V. L. Norton. They began business in the old Hotchkiss

factory, which, however, was destroyed by fire within eight months. They then started

again, renting space at the corner of Oak and Grand streets, but soon afterward began the

erection of a new building at No. 476 South Park avenue and the business was installed

therein within a year They manufacture all kinds of corset steels and the output is sold

to corset manufacturers throughout this country and Eiuope. Their factory is one hundred

and forty by forty feet, three stories in height, with basement. It is of mill construc-

tion and supplied with a sprinkler system, is light, airy and thoroughly sanitary in every

regard. Tlie company also has a building forty by ninety feet, three stories and base-

ment, that they lease to the Grown Paper Bo.K Company. Tlie Coiuiecticut Clasp Company
employs about seventy jieople, mostly girls, and the business is carefully, systematically

and wisely conducted, with a recognition of the fact that the highest success is achieved

when maximum result is won through minimum e.xpenditure of time, labor and material.

The ]iresent otticers are: F. W. Holden, of Derby. Connecticut, president; S. Bendett. of

New York, vice president; il. Blund, of New York, secretary; and W. L. Norton, treasurer

and manager. Mr. Norton has direct supervision over the business and in its control

displays unfaltering enterprise, keen discernment and sound judgment.

In lSft3 Hr. Norton was married to Miss Emma Primrose, who was born in Nauwatuck,

t'onneoticut. They have a son and a daughter, Eugene E. and Kuth, the latter at home.
The former is now general superintendent with the Connecticut Clasp Company. He mar-
ried Etheline Norris of New- York, and has one child, Wesley L.

P'raternally Mr. Norton is connected with the Masons and lias attained the Knight
Templar degree of the Y'ork Rite and the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite, while

with the Nobles of the ilystic Shrine he has crossed the sands of the desert. He is also

a re])resentative ot the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He takes an interest in com-

nuuiit.v aflairs, cooperating heartily in many well defined plans and projects for the pub-

lic good, and he is now a member of the paving and sewer conunissiun of the citv. His
'

entire career has been one of untiring and intelligently directed activity productive of

substantial and gratifying results, and his course also proves that success and an honorable

name niav be won simultancouslv.

PATRICK ilcGEE.

Patrick McGee, engaged in the coal trade at Bridgeport, was born in Ireland, February

12, 1869, and came to the United States in young manhood, landing on American .-liores

in 1SS5. He first located at Sheffield, Massachusetts, where he resided for four vears

and then removed to Hartford, Connecticut, where he remained for seven years, durin»

wliich time he was engaged in the grocery business for two years. In JIa,\-, 1.S96. he came to

Bridgeport and for two years was employed in a factory but on the expiration of tliat

period began dealing in coal with horse and wagon. In 1909 he opined a coal .yard and now
has a large plant on East Washington street by the river, where he has his own docks,

his yard covering an entire block. He utilizes six motor trucks and twelve teams and

wagons in the delivery of coal and cmjdoys from fifty to eighty men, his business bavin"

shown a wonderful growth in seven years. He uses coal which is shipped bv boat from
Vol. 11—27
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Pennsylvania and he handles fifty thousand tons of hard coal annually. He was the first

to purchase an auto truck for the coal trade and in all that he luis undertaken he has

been actuated by a si)irit of jn'ogressiveness. He was one of the organizers of the American

Bank & Trust Comijany ot Bridgeport, and is still a director of tlie company.

hi January, 18'J2, Mr. ilcGee was united in marriage to Miss Bridget Burns, a native

of Ireland, by whom lie has ten children, namely: Mary, Anna, F.dward, Lucy. James,

Gertrude, Charles, William, Francis and Patricia.

The family are communicants of St. Patrick's Catholic church and Mr. McGee holds

membership as well with the Knights of Columbus, the Hibernians, the Woodmen of the

World, the Elks and the Foresters. He is a supporter of democratic principles but at

local elections where no issue is involved he casts an independent ballot. He is truly a self-

made man and one who owes his advancement to unremitting industry and close applica-

tion.

W. T. NAGLE, M. D.

Dr. W. T. Nagle. a successful physician and surgeon residing in Fairfield, Connecticut,

was born in Southington, this state, ot the marriage of William C. and Mary (Quinlan)

Xagle, natives of Connecticut and now residents of Southington. The son attended the

common and higli schools of Fairfield and in 11)14 was graduated from the University of

J'eiiiisylvaiiia .Mcilical School and later was for six nioiiths connected with the Phila-

delphia (ieneral Hospital in Philadelphia. For sixteen months he was interne in the St,

Raphael's Hospital at Xcu Haven and for a short time was connected with the Bridge-

port Hospital. He tlien rami' to Fairfield, where ho has since engaged in the independent

jiractice of his profession, and he has already secured recognition as an able, conscientious

ami ii|i-to-date pliysician and surgeon.

In -Inne. I'.llll. Dr. Xagle was united in marriage to Miss Frances A. Keenan, a native

of New Haven. He is a reimblican in politics and keeps well informed on the questions

and issues before tlie public. He is now serving as health oftieer, in which capacit}- he

has done highly ethcient work. He has gained a notable measure of success for one of his

years and his ciintinued progress in his chosen- profession seems assured. He holds a first

lieutenancy in the First Ambulance Company of Connecticut.

HENEY ALFRED BISHOP.

Conditions in Hriilgeport are far dilVi'reiit from those of tlie iiicturesqiie past, when the

great niajority of the citizens were connected with agricultural interests, claiming the land

wliich they tilled and thus founding settlements in a hitherto undevelojied region. The

period 111 Revolutionary wai came on. liriiigiiig witli it independence to the nation and grow-

ing changes in the life of the [leople. In recent years the history of the city has been

largely the record of industrial developnieiit with its consequent activity in commercial and

fiiKimial lines. Proiiiiiieiitly connected witli this later period of progress is Henry Alfred

Bishop, who is identified with many corporate interests that have direct bearing upon the

upbuilding and ])rosperity id' Bridgeport and in fact of New England as well.

He was here born December 4, 1860, a son of William Darius and Julia Ann (Tomlinson)

Bisliop. Tlie ancestral line is traced back to Rev. .Tidin Bishop, who came to .\merica in liUO.

Ill tlie maternal line lie is descendeil irom .Matthias Hitchcock, wlio reached the new world

in li'i.'i."i. and from Henry Tumliiisuii. \\]in eaiiie in M\o2. His paternal grandparents were
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Alfri-a ;nul .\hiiy (Frnisi liir,li,.|i aiul Ijis maternal ;^iai].li.airiils J{ii>scll anil Maria
(Hitehcot-k) Tonilinsun. His >;rainllatlnT, Allrrd Bisliop, became ii distiiiguislied iiyure in

connection with tlie development of railway interests in .New England. He was tlie founder
and builder of tlie Karitan canal, of the lluu-atoiiic. Xauyatuck, the New York & New llaveji

and the Saratoga & Rensselaer Railroads and a> a leading resident fontrihutcd in marked
measure lo tin- successful nuinagcmcnt oi these undertakings.

Henry Alfred liisluip, in tlu' aciiuircmeiil of his education, attended snccessivelv tlie

Hillside school of liridge]Hirt. llurlliurfs ^rh,,ol ,,f Lime Rock, (ieneral Kussell's seho.d of

Xew Haven and \ale College, where he h.-camc a mendi.'r of the .dass of 1,SS4, altliough

he did not graduati'. In l.SSl Ilc nuulc his initial step in the business world as general
ticket agent for the Xangatuck Railroad Company. In Iss:; he was advanced to the posi-

tion of purchasing agent, in ISS,') became assistant sn|ierintendent and in 1SS6-T was sU|ierin-

tendent and geiieral superintendent of Ihe Housatonic Railioad C.mipany. From IssT until

iy()2 he was purchasing agent .d' the X.^w \.,vk. Xew Haven & Hartford Railroad Company
and from 11)02 until 1904 was vice preshlcnt of the \\v>U-yn MarylamI Railroad Company
and tlie West Virginia Central & Pittsburgh Railroad ( onipany. Constantly his activities

have broadened, covering a wider and more varied tiidd. and he is now a director and
member of the exeeiitive committee of the American Ili>trict Teleeraph (ompany of Xew
•Jersey: director of the Automatic Macliine Company: director and vice ]iresideiil of the
Brady Brass Company: director of the Bridgeiioit Gas' IJglit Company: director of the City
of Ponce (ins Company: director and vice president of tlie Clapp Fire Resisting Paint Com-
pany; director, presulent and a member of tlie executive committee of the Collin Valve
Company: director and vice president of the Connecticut Xational Bank: director and presi-

dent of the Connecticut Press; director, vice president and member of the executive com-
mittee of the Consolidated Telephone Company: director, president and member of the
executive committee of the JlcXab Company, director and vice jiresident of the Pacific

Iron Works, Incorporated: director and president of the Pennsylvania, Xew York & Xew
.Jersey Power Company: trustee of the People's Savings Bank; director of the Porto Rico
Gas Coiii|ian.\'; director and president id' the Read Carpet Company; director of the West-
chester Street Railroad Company: director and member of tlic executive committee of the
Western Union Telegraidi Company; director of the Texas A I'acific Railway Company;
and duector and iiresident of the Xon-Recoil Cun Cor|)oratiou.

On the Cth of Febrnary. iss:i, Mr. Bishop was married in Bridgeport to Miss .lessie

Alvord Truliee. a daughter of William Edgar and Susan Curtis (Alvordl Truliee. They
are |)arenls of two sons and two daughters; William Alfred, who was born in Iss.", and
died in 1880; ilargnerite Alvord, who on the 29th of July. 1910. became the wife of Dr. H
LeBaron Peters: Henrietta; and Henry Alfred.

Mr. and Mrs. Bishop are communicants of St. .John's Episcopal church of Bridgeport, in

which 5Ir. Bishop is serving as vestryman. He belongs to various prominent clubs and
social organizations, including the Algonquin, University, Brooklawn Country and Contem-
porary Clubs of Bridgeport, the Maryland Club of Baltimore, the Xew York Yacht, Union,
Vale. Rankers and Recess Clubs of New York, the Metabetchouan I'ish & (lame Club of

( anada. the Hallenbeck and the Black Rock Yacht Clubs. He is likewise a Knight Templar
and thirty-second degree Mason and member of the Mystic Shrine.

Mr. Bishop has taken deep interest in political afl'airs and has long been a Ntai«;iif advo-
cate of democratic principles. He served as alderman of the city of Bridgeport in 1880. was a

member of the legislature in 1880 and 1887 and was president of the jiolice commission from
18S8 until 1890. He was a candidate for the state senate in 1880, fur secretary of state
in 1888 and for lieutenant governor in 1904. He has done s|ilendid public service in connection
with organizations wliich are lieljifnl forces in tlie life of a commnnity, wliich eaie for the

unfortunate, which look to cultural advancement and which constitute a source of a liora-

tion of the hard conditions of life for the unfortunate. In these connections he is known
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as president and director of tlie Bridgeport Public Library; ex-president of tlie Bridgeport

Board of Trade; president and director of the Bridgeport Boys' Club; director of the Bridge-

port Hospital, St. Vincent's Hospital, the Connecticut Humane Society, the Brooklawn Cor-

]ioration and the Mountain Grove Cemetery Association: trustee of the Bridgeport Protestant

Orphan Asylum; director of the Black Rock Company; trustee of the Ladies Charitable

Society; and trustee of tlie Fresh Air Home.

GEORGE THOMAS HATHEWAY.

George Thomas Hatheway, one of the foremost real estate and insurance me)i of

Bridgeport, familiar with every phase of the lines of business in which he is engaged, is

actuated at all times by a spirit of enterprise anil progress that is most resultant.

Througli several lines of business he progressed to his present position and from each

experience of life gained the lesson therein contained. A native son of Connecticut, he

was born in Pequonuock, town of Windsor, Hartford county, August 5, 1865, a son of George

.Stoughton Hatheway and a grandson of (ieorge Hatheway, both of whom were natives of

Connecticut. The grandlatlier was a manufacturer and farmer and tlie father followed

agricultural pursuits. In the maternal, as in the paternal line, George T. Hatheway is

descended from an old colonial family of Connecticut. His mother bore the maiden name

of Leonora Hester and both parents are now deceased. Only two sons of the family sur-

vive, the brother of George T, Hatheway bein;; William E. Hatheway. who is ]>residcnt

of the Hatheway JIanufacturing Company of Bridgeport.

George T. Hatheway was but u young lad at the time of his father's death. He acquired

his early education in the [lublic schools, pursuing a course in the New Britain high

Bi-hool and also in the normal school there. The necessity of providing for his own support

forced liim at the age of si.\teen years to become a wage earner and lie secured a clerkship

in a drug store at Unionville. Hartford county. In that store tlie village postofRce was

conducted and in addition to selling drugs and sundries his duty included handling the mail.

After two or three years there spent he removed to \Vinsted, Connecticut, but in the mean-

time, wliile still in the drug store at Unionville. he had taken up the study of telegraphy,

there beim; a telegra|ili ollice also in the store. He thus picked up a knowledge of telegraphy

and at Win^ted was appointed to the position of Western Ciiion operator. When about

nineteen or twenty years of age he came to Bridgeport and accepted the position of operator

in the Bankers & .Mercliaiits telegraph ollice. In a sliort time he went to Xew York city as

operator in the main nllice of the Western I'nion Telegraph ( oinpany. He remained there

for about two vears after which he returned to Bridgeport with the Western Union Com-

iiany and devoted eight or ten years to telegraphy in this city and also tauglit telegrajdiy

in a local business college, his teaching paying his tuition for a course of study in the s.uue

institution, from which lie in ilue time received ;i diploma. He then devoted live or six years

to bookkeeping in a wludesalc and retail hardware store and in Auyust, I'.IOI, he embarked

in his present business of insurance and real estate. In this coiiiiectioii he soon forged

to the front and for many years he has been one of the city's leading fire insurance and

real estate men, his business having now assumed extensive and gratifying proportions. He

has never had a ]iartner. always coiuhutiiig his interests nnder his own name, wliicli has

become a svnonvm for progressiveiiess. eiiterjirisf and reliability in insurance and real

estate circles. He is now president of the Bridge|port Fire Underwriters Association. He

is thoromdilv familiar with property upon the market, is correct in his valuation and has

neu-otiated many important realty transfers satisfactory alike to seller and purchaser.

On the 12tli of October. ISOD. Mr. Hatheway was united in marriage to Miss Clara

Trnlock Davis, a native of Arkansas and a daughter of .Major (iuenisey W. Davis and
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Victoria li, 'I'nilork, liis wife. Majnr Davis served in tlie InioTi army. Airs. Ilatlieway i-.

also (leseeiidcil fioiii ancestors wlio looglit lor .American incle|ien(lence and liolds mcmher-

sliip with till' Daiifjliters of the American Kevoliition. .Two cliildren liave l)een liorn of

this marriajre. Constance Beardsley and Truhick Burton. 'J'lie former is a graduate of tlie

Courthmd sduiol of lirid^eport and now a student in tlie Leland Powers Sclioo! ol llxprcs-

sion in Boston, wliih' Trulock is a stucU^nt in the University Scliool of Brid{;i'|iorl. The

parents are meml)ers of tlie I'nited Congregational church. .Mr. Hatheway was a member
of the Seaside Club for many years and is a member of the Contemporary Chib and also

has membership with the Voun<r Men"s Christian Association, a fact which indicates his

interest in all those moral forces which work for the uplift of the individual and the bet-

terment of the community. His political alleuiancc is niven to the republican ]jarty. It

is said that lie is one of the busiest men of the city, lint lie is never too busy to be

courteous nor too courteous to be busy. In him the interests of lilV are well balanced and

both his character and his success have their foundation in principles and purposes which

have never sought nor required disguise.

LEIGH H. W'lLSOX.

Leigh H. Wilson, president <if the Bridgeport Y Plate ( omiiaiiy. which manufactures

a new process of iirinting plates, was born at Sandy Hook. Connecticut, on the I'.ith of

January. 1877, and is a son of James A. Wilson, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work.

in connection with the sketch of Justin A. Wilson.

When his textbooks were put aside he became connected with newspaper interests,

being first an employe of the Bridgeport Jlorning Union, with whicli he remained for two
Tears. He afterward became a member of the reportorial stafl' of the Xew Haven Union
and later was editor of the Xew Haven Palladium. Subsequently he became night editor

of the Boston Journal and still later was news editor of the Boston American; tlien news
editor of the Boston Traveler; and was also Sunday editor of the Boston Herald. His

identification witli journalism in Xew York was that of news editor of the Xew York
Journal ami eventually he made liis way to the western coast, where he was news editor

of the Los Angeles K.\aminer. Retracing his steps to a point in the middle west, he became

news editor of the Denver Post and afterward was associate editor of Hampton's Magazine.

This was followed by connection with the Chicago American as news editor and later he

was managing editor of the Washington Times. For a period he published a newspaper at

Lawrence. Massachusetts, and on leaving the Washington Times in 1915, he took up his

present business.

JUSTIX A. WILSOX.

Justin A. Wilson is president of the Housatoiiic Rubber Works, a business that had its

inception in 18SG in Sandy Hook. Connecticut, which was the birthplace of Mr. Wilson,

whose natal year was 1874. His parents were James A. and Phebe A. (Curtis) Wilson, the

latter a representative of the oldest Xew England families. The father was born in Xew
York city and was of English descent. He was a lawyer by profession but at the outbreak

of the Civil war his business and personal interests were jnit aside and he espoused the cause

of the Union, doing duty on the battlefields of the south. He turned from professional to

manufacturing interests in 1886, organizing the Housatoiiic Rubber Works at Sandy Hook.
Connecticut, and remaining in active connection with the business until the time of his death
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ill lilO.T. Hc> u;is J tliirty-siTiiiul licurie JIa.^(.ii ;inil a very active and pinniiiieiit represen-

tative of tlie era ft. He was also a charter member of the Algonquin Club. His widow still

survives. To tlieir union were born live children: Lynn: Leigh H., engaged in newspapei

publication in Briilgeport ; .histin A.; Clyde, deceased; and Enid.

Justin A. \\ilson spent tlie period of his early youth at Sandy Hook and there began

his education, wliirli was supplemented by study in the public schools of Bridgeport following

the removal of the family to this city in 1888. When his textbooks were put aside he

joined his latlier in tlie condiu't of the business, whiidi had been established at .'^andy Hook

ill ISSC) and which liad been removed to Bridgeport two years afterward. The company

secured a loiatioii at No. :i(i Locust street but in lUO:! a removal was made to Knowlton

and MilliiKin streets. In I'.lli.'i the business was incorporated under the style of tlie

Kousatonii- lliildier W'oi k>'. The factory is one hundred and sixty-six by forty feet,

with a seventy loot wing. The business includes the purchase of scra]i' rubber, from which

the cloth i^ nnioxed and the rubber thus reclaimed, after which it is resold to manufacturers

of rubber goods of all kinds. The factory bu.vs its products from all over the world and its

output is >old mostly to tire companies. They employ from ten to tifteeii people, and the

present ollicers are: .lustiii A. \\'iI>oii. president; I'liebe E. Wilson, treasurer; and Lyman

W. Wilson. Nocretarv. The business has enjoyeil a constant growth and is now returning a

good prolit on the investment.

DON* H. BOLSTER.

Doll 11. Bolster. ]iresideiit of the Stratford tUirage Company, iiicor(iorateil. (kiing busi-

ness at No. .i44(i Main street, ."stratford. was born in Bridgeiiort. Connecticut, .(uly 3. 18SS,

and is numbered among the self-made men t)f the city, for whatever success he has achieved is

attriliiilable to his own eHorts. His father, Luther Bolster, was a member of one of the old

families oi I'.ridgi'poi t, while his mother, who bore the maiilen name of I'jniiia L. Colbree,

was born in ( anada and was of J'".iiglish descent. Her mother was one of the glle^ts who

dallied at the wedding of (^lueen X'ietoria, The P.olster family was founded in America in

11)4(1, and ilirough the intervening jieriod has been represented in this state.

At the usual age Don H. Bolster entered the public schools and later he continued his

education at Troy, Canada. He (piit school when a youth of thirteen, however, feeling it

incnmbeiit upon him to ]iio\iile for his own support, at which time he began learning the

carpenter's trade and was the youngest journeyman carpenter of the district, having com-

]ileted his apprenticeship when sixteen years of age. When a young man of nineteen years

he began to learn the automobile business in Bridgeport, and later he went to Cleveland,

(lliio. where hi' spent four years as an eiii]iloye in a large garage. He was also in Florida for

a time and his sojourn in dill'eieiit parts of the country brought him valuable ami broadening

knowleil:;e eoiii-i-rniiiL: the eust s of different sections of the conntiy. In I'.li:; he came

to Stratford ami established the Stratford Garage, which was soon placed upon a substantial

financial basis and has continued one of the successful business enterprises of the city.

It was ine.irporated April IS. lillil. Mr. Bolster now owns the ground .iiid biiihliiig which

lie uses for business purposes ami be has recently erecteil a handsome residence on Houi-atonic

avenue.

(Ml the lilst of :\Iarch. 1!I14. Mr. Bolster was united in marriage to IMiss Miriam Terry,

and thev have one son. Norman Harvey, who was born November 2(1. lill'i.

Mr. Bolster has an interesting military chapter in his life history for he served in

the state militia as a member of the Fourteenth Company of the Coast Artillery Corps,

from which lie was honorably discharged. Fraternally lie is connected with the Improved
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Order of Ki'd Men ;uul his ri'lif;ii)iis faith is iiuliiati'd in liis iiifiiil)i'i!-lii|i in the ]''.|)isc(ipal

cliurc'h. }\r ili'scrvrs iTiuili iriMJit fur what he lias acroinplished. foi- imt ciiilv lias hr \v«iii

success but lias ilcti'iiniricd and yivcii sliapc ti> his uwii character, and is tuclav accdiintcd

one of the vsihied ami rcsiicctcd rcsiilents of Stratford.

JOHN A. BARRI.

The Berkshire Mill, of which .Tohn A. Barri is the owner. lias the distinction of being the

earliest bu.-iness eiiter|jri.--e of iiridgeport. its history datin;; back to 178!!. Jt has been the

property of the present owner since l,S'.t.") and lie lias made niaiiy iiii|irc)vciiients. bringing it

up to a high standard of niodcin clliciciuy. .Mr. Jlani \\a> born in L'anibridge, Massachusetts,

February 27, 1855, a son of ( aptaiii Tlicmia^ (.1. liani, wlm was a graduate of West Point,

a captain in the Eleventh Kcgiinent, fnited States Infantry, in the Civil war and was killed

at the battle of Gettysburg. Captain Barri was buried in the national cemetery at Oettys-

biug. His wife, Fanny I Howe i Barri, was the youngest sister of Elias Howe, Jr.. th«!

inventor of the sewing macliiiu'.

After attending the public schools at Cambridge, .lulin A. Barri entered the JIas-

sachusetts Agricultural College at Amherst, from whiih he was graduated with tlie degree

of Bachelor of Science. He then turned his attention to milling and in IS'.l.j purchased the

Berkshire Mill at Xo. 740 North Washington avenue, Bridgeport. The business was
established in 17S3, when James Fiench and William Bi.xlee erected a mill on the east

side of the river and constructed a dam cutting otV from the main harbor the body of

water now known as Berkshire imnd. Owing to opposition by men interested in uther

mills in the locality the dam wa> reimived as an obstruction to navigation but was rebuilt,

only to be again removed. In the meantime a little settlement had grown up near the mill

and in 17'J2 a third dam was constructed and this time it was alloweil to remain. 31r.

Pi.xlee continued to operate the mill until his deatli in ISOO, wlien it passed into the hands

of a Mr. Penny, who not only continued to conduct the mill on the east side of the river

but built a mill on the west side which was erected tu meet the demand for kiln dried

cornnieal cieated by the growing trade with the \\e>t Indies. The ne.xt owner of the

Berkshire ilill was General Ijmrli I'nute. wlio in Is.iH >(dd it to .lames Porter, Bronsoii

Hawley and Phillip L. Smitli, who engaged in bu~iiies> under the tiriii name of Porter,

Hawley & Smith. Messrs. Smith and Hawley withdrew from the business in a eoniparativelv

short time but Mr. Porter continued to operate the mill for many years. In 1838 a freshet

washed away the dam together witli the mill on the east side and damaged that on the

west >ide, but Mr. Porter rebuilt the east mill and repaired the one on the west side and

continued to do a thriving business, grinding both corn and wheat until isj'i. when another

flood canied away the east mill and did much damage to the machinery and lixtures of the

other mill. At last, becoming discouraged, he retired to his farm and the east mill site

was abandoned. However, the west mill was refitted and the business was carried on by a

number of difl'erent fnen until lS6o, when Andrew L. Winton became the owner of the mill.

He was an enterprising business man and for over a ipiarter of a century operated it

successfully, making it again an inqiortant factor in the commercial life of that section of

the city. He passed away on the :>>.)th of July. 1892. and on the 2d of ilarch, 1893, the old

mill on the west side, which had been in existence since the first decade in the nineteenth

century, was destroyed by fire. In Deci-mber, 189."). Mr. Barri w itli Thomas A. Kirkham
purchasd the property and in 1897 built a new mill, eipiipping it with modern machinery.

Mr. Barri bought ilr. Kirkham's interest in 1899. The dam was washed out by a fiood in

1905 but was rebuilt in 190s. ilr. Barri has taken a great deal >.<i interest in the history
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of tlie mill and has in his iiosst'ssion the charter grantcil to Mr. Pixlee for the constrnction

of the dam in 1793, a centniy and a quarter ago.

Mr. Barri was marrii'il in lS8!i to Mrs. .Jennie Howe, a daughter of William Howe, an

uncle of Elias Howe, -Tr,, and himself a noted inventor. The Howe truss bridge, which

was generally used on the lirst railways in the country, was his invention, and he

superintended the construction of many such bridges, including all those along the line of the

Kew York, New Haven &. Hartford Railroad.

Mr. r.arri is a reijublican in politics but has never cared to take an active part in

public atfaiis altliough nuuiifesting the interest of a good citizen in the general welfare.

He belongs to tlic Military Order of tlie Loyal Legion and is also a member of the L'niversity

Club and the Seaside Chili. He has a good bass voice, well trained, and for nine years sang

in St. John's cliurch. He is popular socially, and in business circles is recognized as a man

of personal force, of ki'en business insight and souiu! jud;;ment. In building up his business

interests he has not only gained financial success but lias also had a part in the development

of his section of Bridgeport,

FRANCES B, RUSSELL.

Frances B. Russell, librarian at Stratford, has done splendid work in connection with

the development of the public library and the service rendered to the community in this

connection. The name of Russell has long been associated with the capable conduct of the

library, for her father. Judge Robert Henry Russell, was one of the most valued members

of the Stratford Library Association. He was born in Stratford, August 18, 1S33, and was

the eldest son of Lewis H. and Hannah M, Russell, From early boyhood he manifested a

deep and heljiful interest in atTairs relating to his town and occupied many positions of

trust and responsibility. In view of his long service in the cause of education, his untiring

devotion to the public welfare and the large part which he took in the accomplishment

of a public library in .Stratford, the association decided to include in its dedicatory pam-

phlet as a mark of their esteem a memorial with portrait together with the folhiwing

resolution;

"With profound sorrow the Stratford Library Association would place upon its records

the fact of the death of Judge Robert H. Russell, one of its most valued members, which

occurred on Good Friday. April ?;. 1896; and in so doing would seek to express its appre-

ciation of his varied gifts, his rare judgment, his unselfish devotion to the interests of

others, his public spirit and long public service in many positions—notably as judge of pro-

bate for twenty-seven years—his special interest in the cause of education and his outspoken,

manly. Christian character and life,

"In the earlier efforts to establish a library in this community Judge Russell took a

]irominent part, and from the inception of the present enterprise to the day of his death

he was intensely interested in its success. In the midst of an over-busy life he gave

largely of his time and thought to its requirements. He was in frequent consultation

with Mr. Birdseye Blakeman, and our magnificent library will always bring to mind tlie

devotion of Judge Russell to the town of his birth, and his desire that succeeding gen-

erations may ever be reaching toward that which is nobler, purer and better,

"We would bow submissively to the Divine Will, and while the Providence is inscrutable,

would strive by its discipline to emulate the unselfish devotion and untiring energy and

noble purjiose of him. who though dead still speaks to use in the works wdiich follow

him,"

The daughter. Miss Russell, was educated in jirivate schools of Stratford and of

Bridgeport, She has been in active charge of tlie lil)rary for twenty-one years. When
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she was nppuiiitcd libraiiiiii tlicrr were but loin- tlnnisaiiil vuliniics and today tliere are

more tliaii tiovi'iitcfii tlu>\isaiiil. in addition to wliicli tliore arc on lile ei{^lity-six weekly,

monthly and daily piil)Iii-ations. Slie has one rej.nilar assistant and two extra assistants

and the endorsement of her service in this eapaeity is indicated hy lier long retention in

otlice. She always renders every assistance possible in the selection of books and her own

liberal culture enables her to be of great benefit to those seeking information. Moreover,

she has the most accurate knowledge of wlint thi' book shelves of this library contain

and she has ever exerted a strong intluence for making tin; library an institution of the

hiahest standard.

FKEDERICK RHODES.

With tra<h' connections that reach to all parts of the country the Salts Textile

Manufacturing Company is operating in Bridge])ort with Frederick Rhodes as treasurer

and in this connection he is developing the interests of the company along substan-

tial lines, meeting with gratifying success. He was liorn in Bradford England, in ISTO

and there acquired a ptiblic scool education. He had attained his majority when in 1891 he

bade adieu to friends and native land and sailed for the United States to take charge of the

office of a branch of Sir Titus Salt Bart. Sons & Company, Limited, of Bradford, EnglaJid,

who were then about to establisli a branch in Bridgeport. In isii:;, however, tliis was made

a separate company^ under the title of the Salts Textile Manufacturing Company and

subsequently Jlr. Rhodes was nia<le secretary and still later treasurer of the company.

Something of the rapid growth of the business within a little more than two decades is shown

by the fact tliat their plant now occupies two entire blocks and owns its docks. The

buildings are of the sawtooth type and of mill construction. They are supplied with

electric power purchased from the city, but also have their own electric light and power

plant in case of emergency. Their factory is sui)i)lied with a sprinkler system, thus

minimizing the possibility of lire and providing splendid protection in ease a blaze breaks

out. The equipment of the factory includes the latest improved machinery necessary for

\vork of this character and they employ fifteen hundred people, si.xty per cent being male

help. They manufacture all grades of seal plushes, fur imitations and velvets and have the

largest enterprise of the kind in the United States, their product being sold to jobbers and

manufacturers throughout the entire country. They largely manufacture goods which are

used in ready-to-wear garments and in addition to their Bridgeport plant they maintain a

sales office at East Twenty-fifth street and Madison avenue in New York City. Tlie

officers of the company are: Frederick E. Kipp, of Montclair. New Jersey, who is the

president; Charles F. Stead, vice president; Frederick Rhodes, treasurer and Ruloff F. Kijqi.

secretary. Tlie company also conducts branches at Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, and Lyons,

France. The business is now a mammoth undertaking which stands as a monument to the

enterprise, progressiveness and initiative spirit of the founders.

In 1902 Mr. Rhodes was married to Miss 'Wilhelinina Abbott, of Bridgeport, and they

have a daughter, Elizabeth. Tlu'\' hold membership in the Washington Park ilethodist chnrcli

and are generous contributors to its support.

In politics ilr. Rhodes has always been a stalward republican since saining his right

of franchise and is a close and discriminating sttident of the conditions of the times and of

public questions at large. He figures prominently in club circles as a member of the Bro(pk-

lawn, Seaside, Algonquin, Weatogue and Automobile Clubs. His business career is notable

inasmuch as he came to the new world in the year in which he attained his majority and

took part in establishing and promoting a business which is today the leading one in its

line on this side the Atlantic. The plans of the Company have been carefully made and
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promptly executed and every department of the business has been thoroughly systematized

so that nuixinium results are aeliieved with a uiininuun expenditure of time, labor and

material. The house has always maintained the highest standards in its products and has

ever realized that satisfied patrons are the best advertisement.

WILLIAJI J. BUCKLEY.

"William J. Ituckley is one of the younger representatives of the Fairfield county bar but

already his de\elo[iing powers and ability are drawing to him ]HibUc attention, and his

friends feel no hesitancy in ]iredieting for him a successful future in his chosen profession. He

was born in Kiilgclielil. t'onnccticut, September 7. lS'.i;i, and is an only son of Dennis and

Stella (Walsh) Buckley, both of whom are still living. The latter is a sister of the Hon.

R. .Jay Walsh and of Hon. .lames !•'. Walsh of (ireenwich, Connecticut.

William J. Buckley acquired his early education in the public schools of Wilton, Kidge-

tield and Xorwalk, Connecticut. He later spent live years in Fordham University of New-

York city and was graduated from its law department in 1012 with the LL.B. degree, while in

19lS he received the degree of Master of Laws from (ieorgetown Univi-rsity of Washington.

D. C. He was also given the degree of Master of Patent Law from that school. He success-

fully passed the bai- examination in .lune. I'.n4. but was not yet tw-enty-one years of age and in

consequence could not be admitted to ]]ractirc luitil tlic fcdlowing September, when he was

admitted to practice in both tlie superior and supreuu' courts of the District of Columbia as

well as Connecticut. He began practice in Bridgeport. -lanuary 1. I'.llj. and has already made

substantial progress.

ilr. Buckley is a member of St. Augustine's Koman Catholic chinch and (jf the Park City

Council of tlie Knights of ( olumbus. and his piditical allegiance is given to the republican

])arty. lie is a resident member of the University Club and is fond of motoring, having

driven cars sim-e tliirteen years of age so that he is an e.xpert at the wheel and finds great

delight in driving over the splendid highways of this section of the country.

ALBERT U. LANGENEGGER.

Albert U. Langenegger, superintendent for CJeorge C. Batcheller & Company of Bridge-

port, is an active, forceful and resourceful business man, thoroughly acquainted with the

line to wliicli he directs his elVorts in his present connection. He was born in Switzer-

land, January 14. 1882, and eame to the United States with his parents in 1893, when a

lad of eleven years. Tlie family home was first established in New York and after enter-

ing u|)on his business career lie spent four years with the R. & (i. Corset Company at South

Norwalk, in which connection he worked his way steadily upward, becoming assistant

designer. He arrived in Bridgeport in 1903 and accepted a position as designer with the

Batcheller Corset Company. Here, too, his fidelity and capability won him promotion and

in .lanuarv. 191(1. he was chosen superintendent of tlie company, in which connection he still

continues. The business was established in Bridgeport at the corner of Railway and

Myrtle avenues. It now occupies a three story and basement brick building four hundred

by one hundred and seventy-three feet. The building is supplied with a sprinkler system

throughout and utilizes three hundred horse power with one hundred and twenty-five more

in reserve. The plant has recently been equipped with an electric current and individual

motors on the tables. The comiiany maniifaitures its own light, heat and power and

char"cs its idcctric trucks. Kmployment is fiiniislied to about twelve hundred people.
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oiL'lit y-fiv(> |ici- ii'nt hciiij.' jjiils. scniiskilli'il hilim. No iiiiuki'tiiii; is iluiic limii liriilge-

jiort. tlic sales end ul the business being tak<'n caic ui at tlie ofliee <it the cdnipanv on

One Hiiiidred and Thirty-lifth avenue in New \ink. 'I'he otlicers are: I). \V. Kussell,

[iresident and treasurer; Kalph Iv Miller, vice president: and Albert C^lnackeiibiisli, secre-

tary. All are residents of .New ^Ork. Mr. Langenegger has eontinned as superintendent

since 11)1(1 and makes his honn' in Bridge|i()rt. jriviiig ilireet su|>ervision and close attention

to the management ot tlie busincs-.. in uhiih eonnertion he displays notable e.\ecntive

ability and administrative power. lie is anpiainted with every ]ihasc of the trade and

under liis diicction the business is thoi'oughly svsteinat i/e<l and wisely directed.

In 1904 .Mr. Langem'gj;er was nuuried to Miss (. hire .\lalley, of New Haven, Connecti-

cut, and they have a daughter. Irene, nine years of age. Mr. Langenegger has attained

high rank in Masmny. holding nu'nibership witli tlii' Knight Templar eonimandery, the

consistory an<I tlie .Mystic .Slirine. He is also a niendier of the .\lgoniiuiu Club. His life

is an indication of the adaidability of the foreign-born citizen to American conditions and

liis ready utilization of opportunities. In all of his business career he has been quick to

discriminate between the essential and the nonessential ami, utilizing the former, has

advanced steadily along the steps of an orderly progression until lie is recognized as one

of the foremost figures in the manufacturing circles of Uridgeport. . In the past year Mr.

Langenegger has erecte<l seven homes in Uridgeport for investment i)urposes ranging from

seven thousand dolhirs to fourteen thousand dollars in cost.

CAPTAIN W ll.LIA.M EMKKSdX S.MITH.

I aptaiii William Kinerson Smith, su|ierintendent of the public schocds at Fairfield and

well known in educational circles in Connecticut, was born at Xorwalk on the 7th of .\|iril.

isr2. and is a son of I'^dward Banks and Catharine (Kemer) Smith, wlio are still residents of

Korwalk. The father is prominently known as an edncatoi- and is now su]ieriiitendent of the

public schools of the city in wliich he resides. It was there that Captain Smith pursued his

early education, jiassing through consecutive grades to the high school, while later he became

a student in tlie I'eabody .\cademy and subsequently attended Columbia Univer.sitv of New-

York city, where he ]iursued a special course.

In 1S92, at the age of twenty years, Captain Smith e^talilished liis lionic in l'':iirliclil and

became in-iiici]ial of the Middle Scliool at the Center, .\fter spending five years in that con-

nection he accepted the position of superintendent of schools in Annapolis. Jlaryland, where

he remained tor Umv years. Taking the examination for second lieutenant in the United

States Marine Corps, he was stationed with that rank at Boston, at New York, in tlie

Philippine Islands and in Porto Rico. He was on the United States warships ilonadnock.

Rainbow, (Jregon. Washington and Xew Jersey and rose to the position of first lieutenant

and captain of marini'S. He continued in the service until 1908, when he resigned and

located at Charleston, South Carolina, where he became commandant of cadets at the Porter

Military Academy conducted under the auspices of the l-:pisc'opaI idshop of that state.

The academy was the United states arsenal previous to the (ivil war and was seized

by the Confederates at the (Uitbreak of the war. There I aptain Smith spent three years

and in 1912 he organiz.ed the University School for Boys at Charlestiui, which he con-

ducted for two years. He was then tendered the office of superintendent of the public

schools of the town of F:iirfield. Connecticut, which included the schools of Soiitlipoit. Creen-'

field and StratlieUl. .\cccpting the offer, he has spent the last three years in this work,

his efforts giving entire satisfaction. It has been during his incumbency in the office that

the present fine brick school building was erected, providing spendid aceoiumodations and
equipment for the pupils. Captain Smith feels the dee|)est interest in his profession and
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exemplifies in liis work tlu' progit^ssive spirit uliic-h recognizes tlie incliviiUiality of the pupil

and- endeavors to assist in development along needed lines, recognizing tlie possibilities and

the deficiencies if any exist. His work leads to well rounded development and in all that

he does he is acuated by the highest ideals, recognizing that, as Kant has expressed it. the

object of education is to train each individual to reach the highest perfection possible for him.

He has recently organized the high school boys of Fairtield into a military company, whicli he

drills daily, and, moreover, he is captain of Company JI of the Home Guard of Fair-

field.

In ] 1)0.5 Captain jSniith was united in marriage to Miss Annie Burr Jennings, a daughter

of John Henry' Jennings and a re))resentative of a prominent and highly respected family of

Greens Farms. Captain and Mrs. Smith reside in South])ort. whcic they occupy an enviable

social position in those circles where culture and intelligence are received as passports into

good society. While in Charleston, South Carolina, he joined the .Masonic fraternity ami also

Iiccame a member of the chapter, council and commandery there. He likewise belongs to

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and has membership with the Army and Navy Hub.

His military record is a most creilitable one and in jirofessional circles he has gained promi-

nence and distinction, so tliat liis life work lias indeed been of worth to the world, resulting

from the wise utilization \\liirh lie has made of his time, his talents and his opportunities.

WILLIAM ALFRED HnL:\IES HATFIELD.

William Alfred Holmes Hatfield, alert and enterprising, whose well formulated plans

are the expression of modern business progressiveness, is today one of the best known life

insurance men in Bridgeport, and within an almost incredibly short space of time he has

accomplished results for the Travelers Life Insurance Company tliat has brought its business

TO a [ilace in tlie foremost ranks of insurance interests in this city. At the same time he

has given much thought and effort to the \ipbuilding of the city and has advanced the slogan,

'"Be for bigger, better, brighter busier Bridgej)ort." a rallying cry which has brought response

from many. He seems to lose sight of no possibility for individual or for civic benefit and

in all of liis activities displays notably discriminating judgment. He was born in Brooklyn,

Xew York. August 31. ]sii4, and is the eldest of three children, two sons and a daughter,

of William Edmund and Phoebe Emma (Armstrong) Hatfield, the former a native of Albany,

N*w York, and the latter of Xew Y'ork city. The father followed mercantile pursuits

during the greater jiart of his life but throughout the Civil war served with the Union army

as color bearer of his regiment. He passed away at Fort Jefferson. Long Island, May 4, 1877,

when his son and namesake was but twelve years of age. The mother is still residing there.

The other son of the family is Edmund Lewis Hatfield, vice president of the Radford

Publishing Company of Chicago, Illinois. The only daughter, Charlotte, is the wife of

Louis E. Griffith, of Ridgewood. New Jersey. She is a member of the Daughters of the

American Revolution, for the family is descended from ancestors who fought for American

independence.

William Alfred Holmes Hatfield was a lad of but ten years when his parents removed

to Port Jefferson, where he attended the public schools until he reached the age of thirteen

years. Owing to his father's death he then had to go to work. His first employment was

in a general store and his salary was but two dollars per week. When a youth of nineteen

he went to New Y'ork city and for a few months was in the employ of Tifl'any, the well

known jeweler and manufacturer. It was his first thought to learn the silversmith's trade

Init he found seven years would be required, so after a few months he gave up his position

and returned to Port JelTerson. A year later, or in 188.5, he removed to Bridgeport and

entered the employ of the D. !M. Read Comjiany. one of the oldest, largest and best known
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retail dry goods liouscs of Bridguixnt. lie was witli that i-umpaiiy fur almost twenty year^i.

Bfginiiiiig as a clerk behind the counter the business capacity which he displayed soon

brought him advancement to the position of buyer and he was placed at the head of one of

the dejiartments, continuing to serve as a department heail until ]y05 when he resigned in

order to accept a position with the Travelers Insurance Luijipany of Hartford with wliicli

he luis since been associated. He began as a sujiervising special agent for Fairfield county

and d\iring the tirst three months worked on a stipulated salary. At the end of that time

he resigned his salaried position but still retained liis connection with the Travelers. He
embarked in business for himself at that time, establishing oftices in the Meigs building,

ami the insurance business of W. A. H. Hatfield is today one of the best known in Bridge-

jiort. Througli his enterprise his business has steadily grown and developed and as a per-

sonal producer for the company he is ahead of every other rei)resentative of the company
in the state. His business for the Travelers embraces every form of insurance, life, accident,

health, automobile, tire, compensation and casualty. He has placed some notably large

business for the company. He wrote out the policy for the Ballard Machine Tool Company,
a corporation that believes in giving every advantage possible to its employes and wiiich

originated the plan whereby every employe who is with the company for si.K months receives

a life insurance policy for five hundred dollars, and witli every year of continuous service the

amount is increased one liumln'd dcdlars until a ma.ximum of fifteen hundred dollars has

been reached. All the policies were placed tlirough Mr. Hatfield, who is conversant with
every phase of the business and has now hail many years of practical experience in the

insurance field. Jloreover. he has been a close student of every phase of insurance and from
his broad study has gained a knowledge tliat has enabled him to widen the scope of his

activities and reach out along constantly advancing lines.

On tlie 15th of June, 1S«7, ilr. Hatfield was united in marriage to Miss Louie A.
llayhs, of Port -Jefferson, Long Island, wlio died August 2, 190S, leaving two children, Fanita
l;.. Ui.w the wife of Edward II. Crawford of Brooklyn, New York, ami Lsther L.. at liome.

On the IStli of February, lull. Mr. Hatfiehi wedded Miss Oertrude Krouse, of Bridgepoit,

and tliey have a son, William Walter, born Xovember 19. r.li:i.

The parents are members of the West Lnd Congregational church and Mr. Hatfield

belongs also to the Algonquin and the Seaside Clubs. He is likewise connected with the

Bridgeport Fire Cnderwriter's .Association and tlie State and National liiderwriter's Asso-

ciations. Fraternally lie is a .Mason and has also taken the chapter and council degrees

of Masonry. He is likewise an Odii Fellow and is a prominent representative of the Royal
Arcaiuim. in which he has been grand regent for the state. For seventeen years he was
seci'etary of Seaside founeil. Koyal Arcanum, and was president of the Royal Arcanum
Hos|iitaI Fund Association. He not only takes interest in activities which make for his

personal advancement and success, but also disjilays a public-spirited devotion to tlie general

welfare, and his cooperation can always be counted upon to further every movement for the

good of the city. That he is constantly thinking out along broader lines for the benefit of

Bridgejiort is indicated by the slogan wliii-h he has advanced, and it is well known that he
never misses an op|iortunity to s|ieak a good word for Bridgeport or to furtlier her interests

in any [larticular.

THOMAS .J. SEWARD.

Thomas .T. Seward, works manager of the Electric Cable Company of Bridgeport, was
born in Cliicago, HIinois, in 1881, but with removal to the east pursued his education in

public schools of Xew York and New Jersey. He took up the business of mechanical

engineering and designing, his natural trend being in that direction, and his inventive genius

has brought forth many useful devices. He now has a number of patents on automatic
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maeliiiiery and liis ooiitiiluiticiii> to tlic- wnrMV work have thus Ijri'ii of value. Hf starti-d

out in the business world "itli tlie old Maynet Wire Company and. working his way steadily

upward, eventually beeanie nianayer, remaining in that position alter the reorgani/ation

of the business, when it wa> taken over by the Electric Cable Company. This company

becauu' the successor ol tlie Magnet Wire ( ompaTjy al>out ]'.KI4, and now lia> it> factory

at Bunnell, Central and Crescent avenue^, witli tlie head otiice at No. 10 East Eorty-tiiird

street New York. Their plant covers two city blocks and comprises live buildings, three ol

which are two stories in height, while two are four stories. The buildings are of mill con-

struction and are supplied Avith the sprinkler system, redindng the possibility of lire to a

minimum. They manufacture all kinds of elertric wires and cables for all purposes and tlie

plant has a capacity of Hfty million feet of cable per montli. Niuety-hve per cent of tiieir

product is sold in the I'nited States, yet shipments are made to various sections of the

worhl and tludr mitput i> usi-d by all who u>e electricity. The comiiany sells to jobbers,

to wlioloalcrs and to corporations but sells in ([uantity only. Autonuitic machinery i> used

for st of the work and they employ about four hundred ]ieo|)lc. one-fourth of whom are

skilled workmen. The olficers of the company are: Edwin W. iloore, of New York. |)resident,

J. Nelson Shreve, of New Y'ork, secretary and treasurer; and Thomas J. Seward, works

manaoer. -Mr. Moore and .Mi-. Shri-vc are also proprietors of the Havershaw Electric Cable

Company at Yonkers. New York, a plant as large as the Bridgeport plant yet nnmaged

cntireh- as a separate business. :Mr. Seward has been well qualitied by long training and

practical experience for the important and responsible duties which devolve upon him in his

in-esent connection. He has entire nu\nagemcnt of the plant and its four hundred o[icratives

and its comiile.-c machinery and interests, all of wliicli, however, are so adjusted as to make

a homogeneous whole.

He turns for recreatiou to the Ali:nnipiin Club and to the Weatogue Country Club, in

liotli of which he holds membership, and lie is also a member of the American Association of

Jlechanical Engineers. He has attained exjiert skill and high rank in the field of his chosen

life work, having long since passed the ]ioint of meiliocrity. so that he stands today among

the successful few.

CHARLES N. HASKELL. M. D.

A love of science, combineil with deep sympathy and intuiti<m, are the salient ipi.ili-

ties which lia\c won for Dr. Charles N. Haskell notable success as an exceptionally gifted

jihysician and surgeon of Bridgeport. He received thorough collegiate training and since

his college days he has renuiined a close student u! the literatirre of his profession, thus

keeping in touch with the most advanced and ],rogressive thought.

Dr. Haskell is a native of Vermont, his birth having occurred at Woodstock on the

nth of May. 1S62. He ccnnes of English ancestry on the paternal side, traced back in

unbroken line for more than one thousand years. A contemporary historian has saiil of

the family: "There have 1 n few geniuses anmng them, but there have been stnmg,

faithful and honest men and women, from the time when Oseytel, the Saxon bishop,

bearded his king in favor of the Witenageraote; from the time when Roget dc Haskell,

at the battle id' Hastings, dashed forward, and, amid a .shower of the enemy's arrows,

secured and brought to William, the Conqueror, who was exhausted from lack of food,

the fruit from an apple tree which stood near the line of Harold the Oreat, the enemy;

from the time ( (rdegar Haskell trained with Cromwell's Ironsides on the fens of Lincoln-

shire; from the time when Surrey Haskell Hashed his sword for Prince Charles; from the

time whrn William, Roger and Mark Haskill landed at Salem in l(i32: from the time

when Ceorge Washington, in his jiersonal letter, complimented Prince Haskell for his
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courage in tlic KiMoIutioii: fioiii tiiat tiiiic to tliis llicic lias bt-eii iki lildt upon tneir inmcl.

no shame or disgrace attached to the name.

"The Doctor is a direct di'sicndant of William Ilaskidl, one of the tliree hrothers who
came to this country from l^nglaml in liiilu'. anil located in tiloucester, Massachusetts.

His grandfather, Nahnm Haskell, was iiorn in Cloncester, Massachusetts, whence, after a

sojourn in Dartmouth. In- removed to Woodstock. \'ermoiit. where In- hecame the editor of

a newspajier.

'Dr. .lames N. Haskell, our snlijeefs father, was hoin and ri'ared in Woodstock. \er-

nmnt, and graduated from the nu'dical colIej;e in that city. In early maidiood he engaj;ed

in the ]jrai-tice of dentistry, becoming, in his day, the most mjted dentist in the state of

\erniont. Later he practiced niediciin'. ami the latter years of his life were passed in St.

Louis, Jlissonri, where he died in 1.SH4. His wifi', Loraine (VoungI Haskell, who passed

away in 1S7S, was a native of \\'oodstock, Wrnnmt, and was of Scottish descent. Her father,

John Voting, who served as a soldier in the War (d L-sl^. lived to the advanced age of ninety-

one years, and, although a man of small stattire, was noted for his great ]diysical strength and

endurance."

Dr. Charles N. Haskell, an only cliild. ptirsucd his education in pul)lic scliools id' \'er-

mont and also tuider the direction of private tutors. A retentive memory has ever heen

one of his strong characteristics and kept him easily in the lead in the classes at scliool.

In fact he seemed to possess an insatiable appetite for knowledge ami his parents feared

that he was si)ending too much time in studying and giving not enough to the outdoor life

and recreations which serve as upbuilders of that strength so necessary as a foundation

for success in later life. \\'hen but a young lad lie studied botli shoithand and telemaphv
and mastered the latter within a month, being at one time the youngest telegraph operator

in the United States. When he was only ten years of age his favorite recreation was a

game of checkers played by telegra|di with a youthftil operator in a distant city. A few-

years later, after leaving school, he became one of the most skillful o]ierators in tlie coun-

try and in that connection tilled many responsible positions in the large offices of this

land frcnn Maine to California. In 1HS4, in a tonrnanient held in Chicago, he won the prize

for the fastest transmission of messages. He also early displayed a fondness for the stage

and was an active and valued member of several amateur dramatic organizations in dif-

ferent cities where he resided. In the season of ISTU-SO lie played with the first "Pina-

fore"" company that toured Xew Kngland. All these activities, however, were regarded
,

by him rather as side lines than as permanent occupations In fact from early boyhood

he had resolved to become a physician and with that end in view became a student in the

office and under the direction of l)r, F. il. Bennett, a prominent homeopathic practitioner

of Springfield. Jlassachusetts. Far into the night he would pore over his books after

working hard all day as chief operator in the Western Union telegraph office there. Xearly

two years were spent in that way. at tlic end of which time he became a student in the

Xew York Homeopatliic Medical ( (dhgi. Xot long afterward he took up the study of the

allopatliic or regular school and after three years" jireparation was graduated from tlie

University of \'ermont in 1890. being awarded second prize for high standing in his class.

In the intervals of his college work he took courses of instruction in hospitals in Boston,

in coiuiection with the Harvard Medical School and the different hospitals in Xew York.

He also served for a year as assistant instructor in jiathology in the Post (Jraduate ilcdi-

cal Scho(d in Xew York.

Dr. Ha.skell entered upon active jiractice in Bridge]i<irt in is;il and liis ability soon won
him a liberal share of the business in his line. After a brief period he was appointed

city physician and attending surgeon of the Kmergency Hospital. lait ;ifter two years he

resigned botli jiositions in order to concentrate his entire attention upon his private lu-ac-

tice. which in the miantime had been constantly growing in vcdnmc and importanci'. lie

keeps in touch with the trend of modern professional tli.iuuht ami ]irogress as a nu-ndur
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<if the Bri(liii'|>urt, the r'airfielil ( uuiity and the Connecticut State Medical Associations,

tlie American .Medical AsMiciation and the Xew York Xeiirological Society. For twenty-

seven years Ur. Haskell has been connected with the Xew York Post Graduate Medical

School and Hospital and in that institution he has served as clinical assistant instructor

and lecturer in nearly all tlic various departments of medicine. This constant and I'aitli-

t'ul application to his callinj; has served to give the Doctor a remarkably broad and con-

ceptive view of the practice of medicine. For a number of j'ears he has confined his

eneroies to wliat is called internal medicine and which has much to do with the diagnosis

of disease and its treatment. He is considered a local authority on diseases of the

lungs and .several 3'ears ago was the moving spirit in the Fairtield County Anti-Tubercu-

losis As>(Miation. He is a qualified neurologist and alienist and in that capacity does

much expert work. He is chief of clinic and lecturer on diseases of the mind and nervous

svstem at the Post Graduate Hosjiital in New York at the present time and is also

attending neurologist to St. Vincent's Hospital at Brigdeport.

In politics Dr. Haskell maintains an independent course, nor has he desire for politi-

cal preferment. He is a mendjer of tlie Seaside Club and the Elks. Almost his entire

thought and attention are concentrated upon his professional interests, and the thorough-

ness which has ever characterized him in all his lines of activity is manifest in his pro-

fessional work. His duties are discharged with a sense of conscientious obligation and he

feels that every liour is well spent that is given to study whereby his efficiency is increased.

His colleagues and contmiporaries speak of him as one whose ability has justlj' gained

for him the enviable position wliich he occupies as a member of the medical profession

of Bridgeport.

CHARLES H. WALL.

Charli's II, Wall, .superintendent of the (_ rown Lorset Company, has in his business

career ad\aTnrd tlirough the steps of an orderly [jrogression since starting out to earn his

living when a lad of l>ut twelve years. He was born on Prince Edward Island in 1875 and

in 1S80 his parents removed with their family to New York cit)', where they lesided until

]S^8 and tlu'n came to Bridgeport. As stated. Cluules H. Wall took up the task of pro-

viding for his osvn su|)port when a little lad of hut twelve summers. He entered the

employ of the c.-urge C. Batcheller Company and in that connection his industry and

faitlifulness won him promotion from time to time until he became foreman of the cutting

department. He was afterward connected with the American Lady Corset Company of

Detroit. Michigan, as assistant superintendent, occupying that position fcu' four years. In

I'JIO he returned to liridgep.nt to aii'ept the superintendency of the Crown Corset Com-

pany. This Inisini'ss was established in Bridgeport with head ollices at No. 170 Fifth

avenue in New York. Tlie officers of the company are: l^dward \V. Russell, president

and treasurer; and Kalpli E. Miller, vice president and secretary; with Charles H. Wall

:is superintendent at Bridgeport. Tlie plant inchidcs a three story and basement build-

ing si.xtv bv tud hundred and twenty-live feet. Its e(|uipment is most complete and

up-to-date. The building is of mill iimstiuction. is supplied with a sprinkler system, is

liaht, airv. thoroughly sanitary and well ventilated. It is located at No. 345 Railroad

avenue. All the bmini; and selling arc done at New York, while the manufacturing is

carried on at Bridgeport. Eni|iloyment is furnished to from four hundred and fifty to five

liundred people, niiietv per cent being girls, semi-skilled labor. Mr. Wall has this large

force under his direct control ;ind has gathered about him a most comjietent staff of

assistants in the various lines of office work and as heads of the departments.

In I'.IOI ilr. Wall was married to ^liss Esther M. Slieehan, of Bridgeport, and they
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jiow have a daiigliter, Kiitli KstluT. Fiati'iiially Mr. Wall is cuuiicetcd witli tlio liidepend-

I'lit Order of Odd Kellows but lie has eoinparatively little time for outside interests, con-

eentiatiiig his ellorts and atli^iitinn upon his business responsibilities, whieh are now of

a most important eharaeter. He early realized the value of industry and determination as

factors in business life and by indefatigable eliort and perseverance ho has worked his

way steadily upward.

KDWAKl) K. Xl( HOLSON.

Edward K. Xicholson, a member of the Bridgeport bar since January, 1900, ami prac-

ticing since 1912 as a partner in the tirm of Banks & Xicholson, entered upon his professional

career well equipped by a thorough university training for the responsible duties which he as-

sumed. He was born in Esse.x. Connecticut, in 1872, a son of the Kev. George \V. Nicholson,

who in 1S9-1 removed with his family to Bridgeport to accept the pastorate of the First

Baptist church, in which connection he continued for seventeen years, doing splendid work
toward promoting the moral progress of the city. He still makes his home in Bridgeport.

In public affairs he takes a deep and helpful interest, his inlluence ever being on the side of

jirogress and improvement. He is a native of JIaryland, while his wife, who bore the maiden
name of Elvira Bell, was born in New Jersey.

After acquiring a thorough, preliminary education Edward K. Xicholson entered Yale and
completed the academic course by graduation with the class of 1896. Four years later his

alma mater conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. In the meantime he

took up the study of law and in January, 1900. was admitted to the bar in Fairfield county.

He opened an office in Bridgeport and for six months continued alone in ]jractice, at the end

<d' wliich time he joined Samuel E. Shaw in organizing the firm of Shaw & Xicholson, a rela-

tion that was maintained until I'.IOU, after which Mr. Xicholson practiced alone until the

j)resent firm of Banks & Xicholson was formed in 1913. In the years of his practice he has

been accorded a large and distinctively representative clientage and in the trial of many
cases has proven his ability to successfully cope with intricate and involved legal problems.

For two years he served as deputy judge of the city court of Bridgeport. In April. 1917. Mr.
Xicholson was elected president of the Fairfiehl County Association for the Mobilization of

Kesources.

In December. 1900, Mr. Xicliolson was married to Miss Mary L. Thomas, of Saratoga

Springs, Xew York, and they have three children. Sylvia T., Edward K. and Miriam E. Mr.
Xicholson has no fraternal connections but is a member of the Algoncjuin and of the Countrv
Clubs.

GEORGE E. KIKSTEX.

(jeorge E. Kirsten, president of the Pequonnock Foundry. Inc., di^.|days in liis business

career that spirit of enterprise which stops not short of the successful accomplishment of its

purpose. He was born in Xew Jersey, September. 29. 1879. a son of Emil and Gesine (Heinz)

Kirsten. He supplemented school training by a course of study in the Stevens Institute of

Technology at Hoboken. New Jersey, from which he was graduated in 1900 with the degree

of mechanical engineer. Thus liberally trained for his chosen line of life work, he after-

ward spent two years with the United States Steel Corporatioti at Cleveland. Ohio, and became
assistant to the master mechanic. He was afterward for a few years with the Fire Under-
writers as inspector of manufacturing plants and in 1905 came to Bridgeport, where he pur-
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chased a cuiitiolling iim-iest in the Pequoniiock Foundry and has since concentrated his energy

upon the conduct of the industry. His plant is a splendid one of the kind. The business was

oro-anized in 1902 and its original location was in rented property on East Washington

avenue, but with the growth of the trade, bringing increased financial facilities, the company

built a plant in 1900, to which a removal was made in 1910. This is located at Fifth and

Charlotte streets, wliere they own four acres of land. The main building, a one-story struc-

ture, is seventy-five by two hundred and twenty feet, in addition to which there is a large

storage building twenty-si.x by ninety feet. The continued increase in their patronage is

indicated in the fact that they now employ about one hundred people, sixty per cent of whom

are skilled workmen. They make a general line of the finer grades of machine castings,

specializing in those things demanded by the automobile and motor trade. Fifty i)er cent

of tlieir product is sold locally, while the remainder is shipped over New York and the sur-

rounding territory. The ofiicers of the company are: George E. Kirsten. president and treas-

urer; F. J. Bachmann, vice president; and J. J. Anderson, secretary. The equipment of the

plant is thoroughly modern and up-to-date and the work turned out is of such worth that it

has given uniform satisfaction, leading to a steady growth of the business.

In 1908 Mr. Kirsten was married to Miss Gertrude Lexow, of Brooklyn, New York, and

tlieir children are Caroline and George E.. -Jr. Mr. Kirsten exercises his right of franchise in

support of the men and measures of the republican party. He holds membership in various

out-of-town clubs, while locally he i^ well known as a member of the Brooklawn and Univer-

sity Clubs.

FRANCIS .J. BRENNAN.

The prominent place which the Jackson Stone Company holds in its line is the measure

of the efficiency and enterprise of Francis J. Brennan, its secretary and general manager,

who has entire charge of all the work of the company, both estimating and constructing.

The concern has been awarded many important contracts in open competition and its work

is invariably of the highest quality, ilr. Brennan was born in Bridgeport June 7, 18S4,

a son of Peter T. and Julia ( Sheridan |
Brennan. both born in Bridgeport. The paternal

grandfather. Thomas Brennan. was born in Ireland but in 1S46 became a resident of

Bridgeport and the maternal grandnjother, Mrs. Ann Sheridan, was a representative of

an old Connecticut family.

Francis J. Brennan attended the public schools of Bridgeport in the acquirement of

his general e<lucatian and completed a four years' course in drawing at the Young Men's

Oiristian Association sdiool liere. He received a diploma from that institution and has

done very able work as a designer. He was first employed by the Bridgeport Boiler Works,

where he was bookkeeper and also did draughting, and later became connected with the

Jackson Stone Company. From 1903 to 1907 he represented that concern in New York

city but since the latter year has been in charge of the work of the company in Bridge-

port, holding tlie offices of secretary and general manager. The treasurer, Jerome A. Jack-

son, was formerly a resident of Bridgeport but now lives in New Y'ork and Mr. Brennan

is the only member of tlie company making his home in Bridgeport. He has under his

direct supervision both the estimating and constructing ends of the business and since

he has been in charge the number of employes has grown from six to over sixty and the

annual volume of business has more than quadrupled. Most of the contracts executed

by the company are secured by bidding in competition with other firms and the fact that

the jobs are so frequently awarded to the Jackson Stone Company is proof of their reason-

able prices and reputation for high grade -aork. The company secured by competition the

largest stone contract ever given for use in factory work, it calling for sixty-one thousand,
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four huiulred lineal foet of window sills and twinlysevun thousand, six hundrod lineal

feet of eoping on the Eemington Anns factory at Bridgeport. All told the material used

in carrying out the contract tilled one hundred and ten cars. The carving, shaping and

polishing were all done in Bridgeport. Such is the elliciency of the Jackson Stone Coni-

jiany that the work was finished at the designated time and, moreover, was completed

without any unforeseen dilliculties having arisen. The company e.xecutes about ninety per

cent of the stone work done in Bridgeport and among the other big contracts handled here

n)ay be mentioned the City .Savings Bank, tlie I'eoples Savings Bank, the .Meclumics &

Farmers Bank, the American Chain Company's oiiices, on which the stone work is excep-

tionally line, all being hand chiselled, the I'ranklin, Whittier, Longfellow, Wayne Street

and Cartield schools, the Junior high school, lire liouses Xos. ti, 7, S and 'J, the West Knd

police station, and the county courthouse. They have also done important work elsewhere,

including a number of jobs in New York city and considerable work at Vale University.

The business has grown so rapidly that their present plant at Xo. 20a Housatonic avenue

is badly crowded and it will soon be necessary to provide larger quarters.

-Mr. Brennan was married in 1!K)7 to Kuby M. (loodricli. of Meriden, Connecticut, a

daughter of Frank Coodrich. a prosperous business man of tiiat city. To this union luive

been born three children. Kuby Francis, who is named for both lu'r father and mother,

is attending school at Bridgeport. Dorothy is named in honor of a daughter of Mr. Jack-

son, treasurer of the Jackson Stone Company. Francis tiregory is named for his lather

and for an aunt.

Jlr. Brennan is independent in politics and studies carefully the political problems of

the day. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in St. Patrick's Roman Cath-

olic church and frateriurlly he is connected with the Knights of Columbus and with tlu;

United Commercial Travelers. His business interests require the greater ])art of his time

and attention and through his own etl'orts he has attained a position of prominence in tlie

industrial circles of Bridgeport.

MAX hexkel;-

Max Henkels, president and treasurer of Alb. & E. Hcnkels. lncor|)orated. is of German

birth and a graduate of Berlin University. He afterward attended Columbia University of

Xew York and thus in a liberal education laid the foundation for his success in the business

world. He is a son of Albert Henkels, who was the founder of the firm of Alb. >ic E. Henkels,

of Langerfeld, Germany, there establishing the lace manufacturing business in the early 'TOs

and developing the largest lace factory of Europe. Max Henkels was with his father in

business there until the Bridgeport plant was established in 1909. The company also had

the largest plant at Pinerolo, Italy, and today Ma.v Henkels is at the head of tlie three

enterprises and divides his time between them, making his home, however, in Bridiieport.

The Bridgeport concern was established in August, 19U9. and was incorporated on the 2otli

of May, 1915, as Alb. & E. Henkels, Incorporated. The factory is located at Xo. 10(J9 Con-

necticut avenue. They started witli a small plant containing ten thousand sepuire feet, to

which they have added from time to time until the plant now contains one hundred thousand

square feet. It is part mill construction and part reinforced concrete. There are four

different buildings, very modern in equipment, devoted entirely to the manufacture of laces

for interior decorating pru'poses, also for women's wear and for the trimming of wa^ii lalirics.

They make these laces in all grades, from the moderate ])rice<l goods to the line>t. and the

output is millions of yards of lace per week. With the growth of the business tliev have

developed much special automatic machinery. They use electric power with both the indi-

vidual and the motor group systems. The company employs about four hundred and lifty
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people, sixty-five per cent of wliom are men, skilled laborers, and their product is sold to

jobbers all over the United States. In addition to their plant at Bridge|)ort they have

offices and sample rooms at No. :ii)0 Fifth avenue in New York and at No. 76 West Monroe

street in Chicago. The oliicers of tlie company are: JIa.\ Henkels, president and treasui'er;

H. A. Philips, Ticc president and assistant treasurer; and Charles Axman, secretary, all of

whom are active in the bus'uess. In the conduct of this important industry the company

is studying not only tlie best methods of manufactm'e but also every question bearing ujion

the trade and upon labor conditions. Their factory has been built with a view to the com-

fort of employes and they arc further looking to the welfare of those in their service by

the erection of cottages for the workmen, which will be rented at the lowest ]iossible figure.

These are from two to five room cottages, all supplied with bathrooms and characterized by

the best sanitary conditions, and the ]ilant was also built with the utmost regard for sani-

tation and light. This has become one of the most important productive industries of

Uridgeport, contributing largely to the commercial activity of the city. Mr. Henkels' long

experience has made him thoroughly familiar with the trade not only in 'this country but

abroad, and in the equipment of tlie Bridgeport ]daiit he has embodied the most progressive

ideas gleaned from both Euroiie and America.

JOHN H. BISHOP.

The Bishop fa nily of Fairfield county is descended from the Rev. ,Tohn Bishop, a Puri-

tan divine, who wa> a native of Boston, Massachusetts, and was chosen minister of Stam-

ford, Connecticut, in ItUS. Lieutenant Francis Beers and George Slauson of Stamford

being sent on foot to Boston to talk over the matter and make terms with him concern-

ing the pastorate. He accepted the call and returned, it is said, with the committee on

foot, carrying his Bible under his arm. This Bible at last accounts was preserved by his

descendants. He was twice married, his first wife being .Joanna Willett, the widow of the

Rev. Peter Pruddcn and a daughter of Captain Thomas Willett. The Rev. Bishop died

in 1694.

From him is descended John H. Bi.shop of this review, a well known contractor and

builder of Bridgeport, whose father, .John Henry Bishop, was widely known as a substan-

tial citizen of Stamford, where his birth occurred. He was a son of John Bishop, also of

Stamford. John Henry Bishop, tlie father, grew to manhood in Stamford, where he made

his home during his active life. He was station agent for the New York, New Haven &
Hartford Railroad Company in his native city for a number of years and also conducted

the restaurant at the station. Later he conducted a grocery and meat market for several

years and after retiring from active business removed to Long Island, settling at Port

.Tefferson. where he spent his remaining days in retirement from active business and there

passed away. He wedded Mary Elizabeth Leek, a native of Long Island, who died in

Bridgeport, Connecticut. She was the mother of five children, namely: Susanna, who

became the wife of William K Hunt, of Port Jefferson, Long Island; Charles, residing in

New York city; Annie, the wife of \Villiam K. Mollan, a well known shoe dealer of

Bridgejiort; John H.; and Catharine, widow of Samuel B. Jayne of Bridgeport.

John H. Bishop, whose name introduces this review, was born at Stamford, January S,

1S.55, and was but five years of age wlu-n the family removed to Long Island, where he

acquired a public school education. Hn attaining his majority he removed to Bridgeport

and took u]) the work of contracting ami huililiiig, being associated for a time with the

firm of Could Brothers, early builders ot this city. When they retired he started in busi-

ness for himself and has thus been engaged for twenty-three years, during which period

a liber;il patronage has been accordi'd liim and he has been awarded the contracts for
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tlie crpctioii of a inniibi'i i>l' tlic indiniiiciit liiiililiiif;s iil' (he i-ity a>i wi'II as iiianv <if a

less prefciitious clianiv'tor. His \v<uk is always tliorougli ami lio livi's up to the toims

of a contract in every i)artieular. so tliat his name has become a synonym for nlialjility

in his chosen field.

Mr. Bishop was united in marriajre to Miss faroline (Irani Burgess, who was horn in

Xova .Scotia hut was mairieil in Briilgeiiort. They liave a daughter, Carrie Klizabcth. now
tlie wife of David Chester .lohnson. a salesman of tliis city. .Mr. and .Mrs. Bislujp attend

tlie .Methodist church and he is widely known in fraternal circles, hokling membership

« ith the Knights iif Pythias, the Independent ( Mder of Odd I'VUous, Nutmeg Encamp-
ment, the Rebekalis. the Improved Order of Bed Men and the Elks. In club circles he is

known as a representative of the .Seaside Club. His residence in Bridgeport covers forty-

one years and throughout tlie entire ]ieriod he has lieen au active factor in its buildin"

operations.

WILLIAM THOHX HAXIL.A.M).

William Thorn Haviland, attorney at law practicing at tlic llridL;cp(Mt bar. was born

in Kidgetield, Connecticut, ilai'ch 2'.l. ISot;, a son of 1-aa.- and .\Liiy A. iThorpi Haviland.

His name is enrolled with the Vale alumni in issd. i]i wliich vear he cmnpleted his nnn-e

Sliecitically literary- course. In 18S2 he was graduated from the Vale Law School, liaviiig

determined upon the ]n-actice of the legal profession li> a life work. (In the 3Sth of .June

of that year he was admitted to the bar in Xew Haven, .mil counng to liridgejiort became
associated in practice with Coodwin Stoddard and William 1). Bishop. -Ir. That associatimi

was maintained until .May 11. IS'.il. when he wa^ ajipointcl clerk of the court of comnuin

ideas of Fairfield county and assistant clerk of the superior court. He occn])ied the latter

position until 1S)08, when he was promoted to clerk of the superior court in .lune, 19(18,

succeeding William R. Shelton. who had resigned. Mr. Haviland has since occupied that

position and has made an enviable record for etilciency ami lidelity in an otiice with wliicli

he has been continuously connected for more than a quarter of a century.

In .June, 1902. ilr. Haviland was married to Mrs. Pauline (Swords) Stevenson, a native

of South Xorwalk. and they now have two children, Paul and Louise. Jlr. Haviland is cou-

necCed with no fraternities but is a member of the University Club and is appreciative of the

social amenities of life, holding friemKhiii inviolable.

C. F. HOLCOilB

C. F. Holcomb, secretary and treasurer of the Canfiehl Rubber Company, is thus identified

with a business which is known throughout the world, its products having gone into every

civilized country. It was one af the idoneers in the rubber industry in this state ami lias

continued from the tirst in a position of li'adershi|i in its inithods of marnifaitiiri' and in

its relation to the trade.

Mr. Holcomb. a native of Baikhamsted. Connecticut, acipiired a high school education

and afterward turned his attention to the hardware manufacturing business. Later he was
connected for a time with hanking inlerests and in 1S90 he became associated with tlic

Canfiehl Rubber Coin|iany. so that hi- identiiication with the business covers more than a

ipiarter of a century. This .(nnpany was organized at Jliddletown. Connecticut, in 1SS2 ami

was incorporated under a special charter from the state by direct act of the Icgislatnn-.

About 1886 a removal was made to Bridgeport, the plant being established at the corner of
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Railroad and ilyitle avenues, whence they removed to the corner of Railroad avenue and

Garden street in I'JIO. Tlieir plant today covers an entire block and includes five buildings.

One of these, recently erected, is a two-story structure of mill construction. The plant is

supplicil with a sprinkler system, thus minimizing the opportunity of loss by fire, and the

machinery is operated by steam power. They employ one hundred and fiftj- people, semi-

skilled labor, in tlie manufacture of rubber fabrics, mechanical rubber goods, dress shields,

etc., and their product is sold to jobbers and retailers all over the world, the company

being represented upon the road by eight traveling salesmen. The officers are: ¥. N. Ben-

ham, president; Cyrus Morfey, vice president; and C. F. Holeomb, secretary and treasurer.

-Mr. Holeomb is married and has one son, Robert. He belongs to the Seaside and Brook-

lawn Clubs and is a Mason. Those who know him, and he has a wide acquaintance in Bridge-

port, entertain for him warm regard, placing him with those men whose substantial worth

in business and in citizenship entitles tliem to the respect and confidence of all.

FRANK S. SAUM.

Frank S. Saum. a well known citizen of Fairfield Center, where for over a ipiarter of a

century he has made his home, is a native of .lamesburg, New Jersey, born May 35, 1875,

and is a son of Leopold and Mary Saum. The father died when the son was quite young

and he was reared under the watchful care of a devoted mother. After leaving school he

became an apprentice to the barber's trade in his native city and followed that pursuit for

a short period in New York city as a journeyman.

AVhile still in his teens Mr. Saum came to Connecticut and located in the village of

Fairfield in 18SI4. Here he opened a barber shop and for the past twenty-three years has

conducted business, winning success by close application. He was a poor boy at the time of

his arrival in Fairfield but through thrift and industry saved money which he invested in real

estate, and in I'.IOO he erected on the Post road a fine building containing five stores with

dwellings above. He has also built several small houses on Sanford avenue, together with a

fine Imilding on Cnquona road. He likewise has other property in various sections of the

city.

Mr. Saum married Miss Annie L. Drew, of Fairfield, a daughter of .John and Mary Kliza

Drew, and they have one child. Doris A. Mr. Saum is independent in politics. Fraternally he

is ((.iiiiicted with the Red Men and he belongs to the Red Men's Band and to tlie fire depart-

ment. He is likewise a member of Company M of the Home Guard. He is a man of intelli-

gence, with a quiet disposition, and is now well known and greatly respected in Fairfield.

WILLIAM E. ALLEN".

Indefatigable industry finds tangible expression in the mammoth enterprise of which

William E. Allen is general superintendent. In this connection he has charge of the interests

of the Crane Company at Bridgeport, directing the eft'orts of an army of employes. He

was born in Sterling. Illinois, October :ii;. 1870, and in that city acquired a public school

education. He then entered the employ uf the Crane Company, which has its head otfices

in Chicago, and he has been identified with the corporation since 1890, acting as suiier-

intcndent of the Bridgejiort plant for tlie past eleven years.

:Mr. Allen is a member of tlie Brooklawn and Algonquin Clubs and is not unappreciative

of tlie social amenities of life. He is also interested in public aft'airs and was appointed

a member of the commission for the erection of the Stratford avenue bridge by Mayor
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Wilson. He feels, however, tliat liis first iiiti'iest and duty are always to tin' fji^'aiitie

business interests which arc under his eoiitrol. Tlie Crane Company of Bridgeport was
organized in its present lorui in 1914, succeeding to the business of the Crane Valve Company,
organized in 1904. Tlie latter was in turn successor to tile Eaton, Cole & Burnham Company,
which was organized many years ago. They manufacture iron and brass valves of all

kinds, cast iron llange and screw fittings. Their main ofiice in Bridgeport is at No. 31U Main
street and they have two factories in this city, one of which is on South avenue and is one
of the largest industrial concerns of Bridgeport. This factory was built in 1907. The
buildings are of brick and steel construction and are thoroughly equipped throughout with

the sprinkler system. The plant covers si.xtyfour acres of ground. They own an electric

power plant and the group and individual motor systems are used. The names of three

thousand employes are found on the pay roll and nearly all of these are male help. Their

I)roduct is sold all over the United .States, mostly to jobbers, and the company has about
fifty branch wholesale houses, with their general offices in Chicago. A. F. Bennett acts as

general manager at Bridgeport, with William E. Allen as factory superintendent. He ipiali-

fied for this important position by long years of e\i>erience in connection with various

departments of the business, and in the faithful performance of each day's duties has
found courage and inspiration for the labors of the succeeding day.

JAC»B B. KLEIX.

•Jacob B. Klein, successfully practicing at the Bridgeport bar. was born February 28,

18t;2, in the city which is still his home, his parents being Bernhard and Mary (Lowenthal)

Klein. Their son -Jacob was a pupil in tlie public school-, and afterward attended the (Jotliic

Seminary on Lafayette street in Bridgejiort. His preliminary law reading was done in the

ofiice and under direction of .Judge Robert E. DeForest, after which he entered Yale University
and was graduated on the completion of the law course with the class of 1884. He then
returned to the office of his former preceptor, by whom he was taken into a partnership.

He had been admitted to the bar on the 7th of March, 1883, and the firm of DeForest &
Klein was formed in 1S88 and continues in existence to the present time, their attention

being devoted to the general practice of law.

In 1893 Jlr. Klein was called to tlie oMice of city prosecuting attorney and served

through three successive years. He was also a member of the Bridgeport city government
from 1885 to 1887 inclusive. In April, 1893, he was made counsel to the board of county
commissioners and occupied that position until 1896. His ability in the practice of law is

pronounced. He prepares his cases with great thoroughness and skill, is logical in his argu-

ments, clear in his reasoning and correct in his deductions. He has won for hituself very
favorable criticism for tlie careful and systematic methods which he has followed. He
throws himself easily and naturally into the argument, with a self-possession and a delibera-

tion that indicate no straining after effect. On the contrary there is precision and clear-

ness in his statement which speak a mind trained in the severest school of investigation and
to which the closest reasoning is habitual and easy. In addition to his professional interests

he is known in financial circles as a director of the First Bridgeport National Bank.
In Cleveland, Ohio, in 1896, Mr. Klein was united in marriage to Miss Ray Rosenfeld,

a native of that city. They are active members of the Park Avenue Temple, of which
Mr. Klein has been made a life member of the board of trustees. He is also chairman
of the Sunday school board and was a member of the building committee during the erection

of the temple. His interest in uplift work is marked and has been manifest in many tangible

and helpful ways. Believing in the careful training of the young he is now serving on
the e.xecutive committee of the Boy Scouts. He has been a member of Abraham Lodfe,
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I. 0. B. B.. of this city siiu-c IKST and its representative to tlie Grand Lodge since 18!tl.

Tlie unprecedented honor was accorded him in his election to the ortice of president of

District (irand Loilge. Xo. 1, for three consecutive terms. In 1905 he was elected first vice

president of tlie executive committee of the order and held this position for five yeais.

At the fiftieth anniversary of Abraham Lodge in Feliruary, liilT, he was recalled to the

office of president, which he had held twenty-five years previous. He has Iji-en cki-idy

identified with the Masonic and Odd Fellows Orders for several years and has served as

director and trustee of the public library boarif for the past nine years. He likewise belongs

to the Seaside t'lub and tlie Outing Club and has membership with tlie Connecticut IState

Bar Association and the American Bar Association. He enjoys the confidence, goodwill and

respect of his colleagues and contemporaries and by individual merit and ability has worked

his way steadily upward in a profession wliere advancement de])ends entirely upon personal

effort.

JAMES W. OGDEN.

.James \V. (Jgdeii, president of the Bridgeport Die & Machine Ciunpany, was burn in

Harrisbnrg. Pennsylvania, in 1877, a son of Edson G. and Malvina Bell (Wilson) Ogden.

Tlie father, who was a brewer, died in 1889 and in that year the mother removed to

Bridgeport, where she still makes her home.

James W. Ogden accjuired a public school education but when unly tliirteen years nf age

started out to earn his uwii living, working for two dollars and forty cents per week in

the employ of the Bryant Electric Company, with which he remained for three years.

He was afterward with the Eagle Lock Company and in tliat connection learned the

machinist's trade. He advanced steadily as his efiiciency increased and he became fore-

man when twenty-two years of age for the Dexter Folder Company at Pearl Kiver. New-

York. There he remained for eighteen months, after which lie returned to liiidgeport

and was foreman for the Bridgeport Foundry & Machine Company. Later lie became

superintendent and next was with Harvey Hubble as assistant superintendent, liaving

charge of the tool room in tliat connection for two years. On the expiration of that

period he became instructor at the State Trade School in Bridgeport, having charge of

machinery work, mathematics and drawing for a year and a half.

Mr. Ogden organized the Bridgeport Die & Machine Company in August, 191:2, becom-

ing president of the business, with Elmer Ogden as secretary and treasurer. The plant

was located at 22'i John street and in 1913 a removal was made to tiie Crawford Laundry

building, while in I'llU the business was established at 170 Elm street. Each removal

was made in order to secure larger quarters owing to the demand occasioned by the

groxvth of the liiisini-ss. The company makes a specialty of machine work. dies, tools and

experimental work. They iiiannfacture the Bridgeport surface grinder, which is sold to

tool and iiiachine sliii]is and is manufactured after a ]iatent of tlieir own. This is sold

all over the United States. 'I'liey also manufacture the Bridgeport molding machines and

ei|uipment. this ]iroduct being s.dd to iron and brass foundries. The company has patents

on all of its pi'oduets, wliich are sold all over the liiited .States and abroad, these patents

beiii" taken out by James W. Ogden. The company also manufactures a machine for

attaching buttons to shoes. Tliis macliine will be sold oiitriglit, while others which they

manufacture are leased. The value of this invention is shown by the fact that the cost of

other machines is at the rate of eighty-three cents per thousand buttons, while with the

machine of this company the cost is only tliree cents for putting on a thousand l>iittniis.

This machine is sold to wliolesale and ri'tail dealers and is put upon the market by tlie

Fiaiiid .Marhine l'om]iany of New York. Tlii' Bridgeport Die it Machine Company also
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<l<ios a lull line ut' tool iiuikiiif; and s|i('i'ial work. They have two sliops, cai'li cuntaiiiinj;

about tivi' tliuusaiid square t'oet, and they t'niploy Iroui t\\cnty-livi' to thirty skilled

lui'chauics and tifty other worknu'U, niakiiifj eighty in an.

On the llith of Jlay, ISIIH. .\li. (ij;den wa>- nunriiMl to Mi>s Aliee (.'hristie, of Uridge-

port, a daughter of (ieurge K. ami .Mary K. t hri>tii'. who were early residents of this

city, the father heing employed as one of the nierlianics in llie \\ lieeler & Wilson faetoiy.

;\lr. and .Mrs. ( )gdeu have one eliild. J)orotliy .\liee, now in high school.

.Mr. ( )gden has an interesting niilitai'y I'eeord inasinueh as he served in tlie Spanish-

Anieriean war \\ith Battery H (d the First t "(ninectieut Heavy Artillery and is now a

nieinlier of the Spanish War N'eterans. His life has been an aetive and \iseful one. bring-

ing to him the well merited reward of earnest. i)ersistent labor.

T. IliVIXr; FER(U'SO\.

T. Irving Ferguson is the serictary of the W. S. .Mills tonipany. underwear manufae-

tureis of Hridge|)()rt, with wliicli enterprise he has been assoeiated siuie llllllj. He was born

in t'anaan, (onnectii'ut, Manli Id, ]S.")4. a son ni William .1. and Lura A. (Hood) Ferguson,

the former a farmer by oeeupation. At the usual age T. Irving Ferguson beeame a publie

school p\i|iil and after mastering the branches of learning thus taught he continued his

education in an academy at Kochester, New York. He started out in the business world in

connection with railroad work in ilassachus( tts and was thus employed for a decaile.

becoming station agent at Great Barrington.

In 1801 ilr. Ferguson removed to Bridgeport, where he entered into connection witli the

furniture trade as a member of the firm of Ferguson & Ferguson, his partner being his

cousin. After engaging in that business successfully for a few years he was obliged to

retire on account of his health and for several years remained out of trade connections.

In 1902 Ih' started to work for the W. S. ilills (.'(nn|)any of Bridgeport, and his capability

led to his promotion from tinu' to time until he was elected secretarv id" tlie company

upon its incor]ioration in 190li. This companv. with its one hundred employes, is engaged

in the maiuifacture of underwear for infants and ihildren, and the ]iroduct is .sold to

retailers in various sections of this country and Canada. Theirs is a well equipped jdant

ami the output is of such excellent quality that a eontiiuiation of the trade is assured.

In is.so .Mr. Ferguson was married to Miss Emma S. Abbott of Ashley Falls, Massa-

diusetts. He belongs to the Episcopal church and in ]iolitical belief is a democrat. Fra-

ternally he is connected with thi' Masons, having attained the Knights Templar degree of

the York Rite, while with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine he has crossed the sands of the

desert. He also has membershi]) with the Ked Jlen and is a member of the Bahlhead

Club of Anu'rica and of the Algonquin Club. Years of activity, inttdligentlv directed, havr'

won for him steady advance in the business world and liis position is a creditable oui'.

HARKY W. WALKER.

Haiiv W. Walker, the aggressive and alert treasurer and manager of the Xaugatuck

^'alley Ice ( onqian.y. with oflices at 421 Housatonic avenue. Brid.aeport. was born in Chicago.

Illinois, on tin' 2.'!d of .Tulv. 18(57, while his parents were tem|)orarily residing in that city.

His father. Webster W. Walker, was a son of David Walker, and the mother, who in her

nmideidiood was Katherine Hubbell. was a daughter of Elisha Hubbell. Her great-great-grand-

father, Richard Hubbell, was a inited early settler of Tnnnbidl. and the Walker family has
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also been identified witli New England since colonial days. Both families, as the names

indicate, are of En"lish descent. The parents of oiir subject are both deceased, but he has a

sister, Maude Louise, who is a resident of Bridgeport.

Harry \\'. Walker \vas biought to Bridgeport in 1868 by his parents and received his

education in the local graded and high schools. For a number of years after leaving school

he worked with his father in the latter's paint, wall paper and decorating business, but in

1900 became connected with the Naugatuck Vallej' Ice Company, employing during the season

about three hundred men and using from twenty-five to thirty teams and trucks the year

around. It was incorporated in 1874 with a capital of thirty thousand dollars. The capitali-

zation has been increased from time to time—in 1883 to forty thousand dollars; in 1900 to

one hundred thousand dollars, and 1904 to one hundred and ten thousand dollars. Elliott A.

Upson was the principal founder of the Xaugatuck Valley Ice Company at its inception and

remained the directing liead as well as filling the othces of secretary and treasurer until his

death in 1900.

Jlr. Walker was married in September, 1894, to Miss Edith Alice Upson, a daughter

of Elliott A. Upson, and they have a son, Webster W., who was educated in the Bridgeport

schools and in the Choate school in Warrington. Connecticut, and is now manager of the

Citizens Ice & Coal Company.

Mr. Walker is a republican in politics but has confined his activities in public affairs

to the exercise of his right of franchise. He attends the United Congregational church, and

fraternally is a Knight Templar Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine. In club circles

lie is well known as a member of the Brooklawn Country and Seaside Clubs.

CARL F. SIEMOX.

A complex business is that owned and controlled by the Siemon Hard Rubber Corpo-

ration, of which Carl F. Siemon is the president and treasurer. But though many lines of

labor enter into tlic evolution of the finished product the business is so organized and

systematized that it is a unified and harmonious Avhole. Founded by Mr. Siemon it has

been developed along the most progressive lines and substantial results have accrued.

Mr. Siemon was born in Indiana, March 28, 1870, and is a son of Carl F. and Mary E.

(Shuman) Siemon. In the acquirement of his education he attended the Concordia Col-

lege of Indiana, and afterward entered into the retail hardware business, with which he

was connected for a few years. He afterward became interested in the hard rubber

manufacturing business in New .Jersey, and subsequently went to Springfield. IMassachu-

setts as manager of the Dickinson Hard Rubber Company, occupying that ])Osition of

responsibility for five years. He arrived in Bridgeport in 1903, and on the 34th of January

of that year elVcctcil the organization of the Siemon Hard Rubber Corporation, of which

lie has continuously l.ccn president and treasurer, with Walter C. Bryan as the secretary.

The plant is located at State and Dewey streets and they manufacture electrical insu-

lators which are marketed to dealers, factories and jobbers. The building has fifty thru-

sand square feet of floor space of mill construction and is equipped with a sprinkler sys-

tem tliinugliout. Modern machinery is used and modern processes of manufacture are

employed and two hundred skilled (q)eratives contribute to the manufacture of the prod-

vict. In addition to his interest as the head of the conqiauy. ilr. Siemon is a director of

tlie E. L. (iowdy Company, of Brockton. Massachusetts.

In 189.1 occurred the marriage of 'Mr. Siemon and Miss Katherine Lewis, of Fort

^^ayne, Indiana, and their children are: Carl ^^.. a Yale student piusviing the Sheffield

scientific course; and Katherine A., at home.

Mr. Siemon gives his political allegiance to the rc[mblican paity. but has never
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hi'eu ;m ollk'c seeker. Knitonially lie is coiiiiocteil with tlie Jlasoiis, liaviiij; taken the

Knifrlit Teiiiiihir degree in the York Kite, and tlie Tliirty-Second degree in tlie Scottish

Kite, wliile witli the Xoblcs of tlie Mystic Shrine he has crossed the sands of the desert.

He is also connected with tlie Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Algonquin Club,

the University Club, the Brooklawn Club and the Weatogue Country Club. Genial, approach-

able, democratic in spirit aiul at all times recognizing the good qualities in others, these

traits have made him pojiular. and in llridgeport he has a circle of friends coextensive with

the circle of his acquaintance.

LYNDSAY \AX RENSSELAER.

Lj'ndsay Van Rensselaer is the state representative of the Manufacturers" Liability In-

surance Company of New .lersi'y and as such iias secured as clients for the company many

of the most prominent numufacturing concerns of Bridgeport, Connecticut. This company

meets a neeil of modern-day conditions and in its scope has studied not only the protection

of the numiifacturer against eNorbitant claims for accident but has al.so studied the question

of humanitarian and scicntitic care for the injured and has been truly a iricans in many

instances of bringing employers and employes much nearer together in common interests.

Mr. Van Rensselaer is a native of Staten Island, New Y'ork. He was born duly 22, 1870,

and. as the name indica'tes, is of Holland Dutch ancestry, being a representative of the

distinguisheil family of the name in New Y'ork. His father. Dr. .Tohn -leremiah Van Rens-

selaer, was boin in Albany. New York, and served as a surgeon in the Union army during

the Civil war. He afterward practiced medicine and surgery on Staten Island until 1001,

when he retired from active business and took up his abode on his farm at Swartswood, New-

Jersey, wliere he remained until his demise in I'.Ml. His wife, who bore the maiden name of

Florence Rutherford Taylor, was a daughter of Colonel Charles Rutherford Taylor of Balti-

more, ilaryland. a well known banker there. Mrs. Van Rensselaer passed away April 1.

I'.llo. There were two diilihcn in the family. Lyndsay and Florence, the latter still residing

on Staten Island.

Six months after lii> luotlii'r's ileatli Lyndsay \an Rensselaer came to Bridgeport. He

had ac<iuired a good academic education in the schools of Staten Island and under private

instruction, and in 18'.)T he went to .lapan. where he spent eight years engaged in mercantile

pursuits. In 1905 he returned to tlie United States and became identified with commercial

interests of New Y'ork city but in I'.llo removed to Bridgeport to become state representative

for the Manufacturers' Liability Insurance Company of New .Jersey. In tin- intervening

period he has establislieil ollices and hospitals for the compan}' in Bridgejiort, Waterbury

and New Haven. This company was the outgrowth of existing conditions in manufacturing

circles. It had become a commonly accepted opinion that manufacturers were liable for

accidents that occurred to employes. The rate ol insurance charged manufacturers by the

old-line companies was so high as to make such a cinuse almost prohibitory. Compensation

laws had been passed in various states, whereu])on insurance companies had greatly rais<Ml

their rates for liability insurance. The conditions became such that manufacturers met

to solve the problem. At a large expenditure of moiu'V, careful and exhaustive investigation

of the whole situation was made—the best counsel procurable was consulted—with the result

that a stock company was organized by some three hundred manufacturers to carry insur-

ance, at as near cost as was found to be compatible with safety and good service. This

company is owned, controlled and operated by ami fin- manufacturers, all of its directors

being actively interested in manufacturing. The company has met with an almost unhii|ieil-

for measure of success, and now carries the insurance of approximately two tliousand manu-

facturing concerns; settles claims without dispute; has [iromoted a closer relation between
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employor ami employe; lias eliiniiKiteil to a laiye exti'iit tlie causes of accident; has written

insurance from twenty to titty per cent less tlian the so-called "Old Line Companies;" and

withal has not impaired its original surpliLs, but has actually added consistently to it.

]t insures only the best cla.-.-, of risks, so that the yood is not burdened with tlie bad. The

company depends for the extending of its business upon the direct eHorts of its board of

directors and jjolicy-holders telling tlieir neighbors and friends what the company is doing

in the way of lower rates, better service, etc. While the company is operated along "mutual

lines," it is a stock company, and one does not incur the liability of assessment—a most

important featiue in view of tlie comjiensation laws, where liability extends years intu the

future—and where you cannot retire from a mutual company and be absolved from respon-

sibility incurred while a member. The overliead expense of this company is limited in its

ti3'-laws to twenty per cent—that of the Old Line ( oiiipaiiies is from thirty-five to sixty-five

per cent. In all large centers or wherever the number of policy hohfers will warrant, the

company establishes its own emergency hospitals, where it has a graduate, trained surgical

nurse in constant attendance from S A. M. to 6 P. JL—the hospitals being in charge of the

best surgeons obtainable, those expert in the treatment of injuries such as usually liajiiien in

machine slio])s, factoiies, etc.. whicli tlie company insures, rnlimited medical and surgical

service is given. It would be useless to attempt tu do justice to the wonderful work now

being done by the hospitals maintained by tlie comiiaiiy. An evidence of the success in gen-

eral of this ".Manufacturers' Movement,'' and of the hospital service in particular, is at

BridgeiHii t, Connecticut, where the company insures more manufacturing ])lants than all the

rest of the insurance companies combined, and where the average number of dressings in

the comjiany's hospital approximates one hundred per day.

Mr. Van Rensselaer has had miltary training, having served from IS'.M until I.SIIB as a

tnember of Squadron A of Xew York city, a cavalry company of the New York National

liuard. of which he is now a veteran member. He is a Mason and he belongs to the Algonciuin

and to the Seaside Outing Clubs of Bridgeport. His business ability and his personal

qualiticiitions render him popular and during the years of his residence in Connecticut he

has won a most wide and favorable acquaintance.

A. P. NICHOLS.

Li varinus |iarts of the country, from the Pacific (u the Atlantic. A. P. Nichols has been

identified with business interests and his broadening experience has (pialilied him for the

important duties tliat devolve upon him as secretary and treasurer of the Bridgeport l'"lectric

JIanufacturing Company, one of the newly organized productive industries of Bridgeport

but already established upi^n a safe and substantial basis.

Mr. Nichols was hoin in Sweden. .May 4, 1872. and after spending the first fifteen years

of his life in iiis native land si.ught the opportunities otfcred in the new world, where he

learned the trade uf iiiacliiiiist and electrical engineer. He spent some time in Chicago and

in Minnesota and eventually made his way to the Pacilic coast, conducting a factory for the

building of gas engim-s in Seattle. The year 191.") witnessed his arrival in Bridgeport, after

which he acce|ited the positinn of foreman with the Kemington Arms Company. .\ short

time later, however, he organized the Bridgeport I'llectric .Manufacturing Company, which

was formed as a stock company. .Siiu.ng tlmse inti'iesteil are: Robert Beers, assistant

treasurer of the City National Bank: .lolin and .lames Leverty, prominent druggists of

Bridgeport; Ceorge C. Peck and many other well known business men of Bridgeport and

other cities. The ]iresent otiicers are: Karl Cyrus, president: .lames Leverty. vice president;

and A. P. Nichols, secretary :iiid treasurer: with Samuel .\ller, of Norwalk as a director.

The plant is located at the cmiier of Carbon and Washburn avenues and is devoted to the
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iiiaiuifacturo of flcctric water lu'ati'is. This lioater was invented by Mi'. Nieliols luul has

been reeently patented. It is siild to jobbers and tlie business is represented upon tlie road

liy two fravelincr salesmen. Tlie trade is rapidly I'Xtendiiii; to all parts of the world and the

output of the factory is sold for a year to iimie. The idectric water heater whiih thi'y inann-

faeture is known as tlii' (.'eysrr and has stnicU a new note in the heatinf; of water, its

method bein^' instantaneous and etieetive as well as ec'ononiieal. It is but twelve inches in

lieij;lit ami can be attached to any cold water pipe. It contains a resistance wire e.xtendini;

throuffh a series of holes or passa^'es in a cylindiii-al bo.ly df porcelain contained in a metal

casinj;. The water circulates thronf;h the sanu' passaj;e that contains the resistance wire.

and is drawn oil' as needed by openinj; the faucet. The tiu-nin<; of the handle of the faucet

by the user automatically actuates a double pole snap switch for turning the electric

circuit "'on" or "otf." The temperature of tlu' water can lie rei;nlate(l by the ipiantity of

(low from the faucet at any temperature up to two hundri'd and twidve deorees Faluenheit.

Mechanical and electrical experts have found that this machine will with.stand the most

severe tests, producing a continued efficiency of ninety-nine per cent. Chemical analysis of

water heated by this machine has shown a total absence of electrolysis. In the invention of

this device Mr. Nichols has made a valuable contribution to tlie world's useful devices ami

added to America's reputation as the center of progressive iiiventicni of things which con-

tribute to the comfort of life and to business development.

THE BRIlKiKPORT MORRIS PLAN OlMPAXV.

America has tlie reputation, and jierhaps not without some reason, of being thoroughly

commercialized; but investigation into the history of the business develo|)ment of the countrv

shows that there is" a considerable percentage of men who are giving close study to business

conditions with most thoughtful consideration of questions that affect the business situation

and the people at large. Prominent among the organizations which are looking to a better-

ment of conditions by assisting the man of moderate means is the Industrial Finance Cor-

poration of New York, under which has been organized the Bridgeport Morris Plan Company,
of which Harris L. O'Brien is the manager. This is one of the more recently organized

financial concerns of Bridgeport, but already it has done splendid work in extending credit

to the man of moderate means and thus assisting liim in the d(vel(^pmcnt of his business

interests or in other legitimate work.

Mr. O'Brien was born in Vpsilanti. Michigan. August !». 1S9.'!. and is a son of Aimer

and Mary O'Brien, who removed to Bridgeport about 18!)fi. His early business training came

to him through two years experience at the Harvey Hubbell plant and later he was for two
years employed at the First Bridgeport Bank. Later he spent a year and a half at the

Bridgeport Savings Bank and afterward became credit man for the T). :\I. Read Company,
with which he continued for a year and a half. Tin the 19tli of April. 11)1.5. the Bridgeport

^Morris Plan Company was established. This and all others of its kind have been organized

by the Industrial Finance Corporation of Xew York. The Bridgeport organization has a paid

up capital stock of one hundred thousand dollars and is a loan and investment company,

its chief ptirpose being to provide an institution where a man of moderate means can borrow

at reasonable rates and also establish a place for the safe investment of his surplus funds.

It [daces a helpful form of commercial credit at the service of )Ho]dc wlio have no credit

at the banks. This plan was developed by Arthur .1. ilorri-. at one time a lawyer of Vir-

ginia, who conceived this idea of assisting the capable business man whoM> means were

limited and formed the Fidelity Corporation of America with a cajiital of three hundred

thousand dollars. Plans were developed whereby companies were formed at various )ioints

to extend the business of the cor[ioration by carrying out its ideas of small industrial loans.
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giving the honest wage earner of America, the man wlio is dependent for his living and for

his social and economic welfare ujjon his weekly earnings, the same avenues of commercial

and liiiaiicial credit that art- o|ie!i to men of larger means. To increase the scope of the

parent organization a removal was made to New York early in 1914, where the business was

reorganized and incorporated under the name of the Industrial Finance Corporation, in order

to assist in organizing and financing and to exercise a cooperative supervision over the

development of the institutions that the parent concern is instrumental in bringing into

bein". The idea is to organize in all cities of twenty-five thousand inhabitants, or more,

Morris Plan companies, with the adaptation of European financial precedents to American

requirements. To this end the strongest men in each city are asked to identify themselves

as officers and directors with the local Morris Plan company. When this is done, the

Industrial Finance Corporation purchases a considerable interest, a large proportion of the

stock is subscribed for by tlie other organizers and the balance is oflcred to tlie public,

particularly the industrial class, for whicli these institutions are designed. The New York

cor])oration always endeavors to assure the success of these enterprises, though it never

undertakes to control any local Morris Plan comjiany. These companies have now been

established in various sections of the country and the one at Bridgeport, under the direction

of Harris L. O'Brien, has enjoyed continually growing prosperity. Its loss has been only

twenty-four dollars in a year and a half and from the organization until .Tanuary 1, 1017. the

company made twenty-one hundred loans, aggregating three hundred and sixty thousand

eight hundred dollars, with twenty-fo\n- thousand three hundred ihdlars in outstanding

investments. The work of tlie :\Iorris Plan is purely constructive, teaching people to save.

It sells certificates or bonds to the people which pay five per cent per annum. It charges

six per cent, discounted in advance, with a dollar fee for investigating for each fifty dollars

borrowed, this fee not to exceed five dollars. The office is located at No. 869 Main street.

The company opened at No. 22 .Tohn street but removed to its present quarters on the 23d

of February, 1916. with a five-year lease on the whole building. They utilize tlie ground

floor, subletting the upper floor. There are seventy-one similar institutions in the United

States, all sejjarate but all the outcome and the embodiment of the Morris Plan. Tlie

Bridgeport was tlie twentieth liank opened and tlie character of the business is indicated

by the fact lliat the following are the directors for 1917: W. R. Bassick. Nathaniel W.

Bishop. Arthur W. Burritt, David S. Day. George H. Edwards. Dr. Thomas L. Ellis. Samuel

M. Hawley. Ridiert S. Hincks. .Tohn G. Rowland. .Tohn T. King. Frederick J. Kingsbury,

William P. Kirk. Walter B. Lashar, Egbert ilarsh, Horace B. Merwin, Harris L. O'Brien,

.John S. Pullman. Frederick Rhodes. Charles G. Sanford. Hamilton S. Shelton. DeVer C.

Warner, DeVer H. Warner. D. Fairchild Wheeler and Clark Williams. Mr. O'Brien, wliile

concentrating his efforts and attention largely upon tlie development of the Bridgeport Morris

Plan Company, finds time for cooperation in other fields as well. He holds membership with

the First ilethodist church and belongs to the Masonic fraternity but politically maintains

an independent course.

THOMAS P. TAYLOR.

a

Witli many phases of life in Bridgeijort. Tliomas P. Taylor, now deceased, was actively

nd prominently identified and furthered interests that contributed not only to the ma-

t.-rial development and prosperity of the city but also to its upbuilding along social and

moral lines. His life was actuated by high and honorable principh-s a'lid fraught with

wortli while deeds. He was born in Bristol, Pennsylvania, in 1S58 and passed away in

Bridgeport, May 36, 1913. He was educated in Dr. Sanford's private school in Philadel-
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jihia until lip was twelve, when the family removed to Brooklyn, New York, where he

attended the Polyteehnic Institute. When he was seventeen it was his own wish to enter

a business college and prepare for business, not being willing to place the strain of a col-

lege course upon his father, the Rev. Alfred Taylor, a Presbyterian minister, who devoted

his entire life to the work of the Presbyterian church and kindred activities looking to

the moral progress of his fellowmin. He published many books for use in Sunday schools

and also hymn books and wrote largely for the newspapers and his influence was a bene-

ficial force for righteousness. He married Agnes G. Dechert. of Philadelphia, and their

last years were spent in Bridgeport, where Thomas P. Taylor built a home for his mother

on the same lot as his own house, so tliat she sjient her last years here under his care.

Kach evening saw him with her for a part of the time. On his mother's side he was

descended from a long line of lawyers and even as a boy he manifested the qualities that

make for success in the legal field, excelling in tin- work of school debating societies.

It was in 1877 that Thomas P. Taylor came to Bridge])ort from Brooklyn and entered

the employ of Warner Brothers, first in the cajiacity of bookkeeper. He afterward

invented many articles which were used by Warner Brothers in tlieir business. After

some time he became financially interested in the company and was a very active man
in the development of tlieir trade and in tlie extension of tlie seope of their undertakings.

It was Mr. Taylor who created the department for tlie manufacture of baseballs, which

were made after his own patents, as he had entire charge of that branch of the business,

which proved a growing and profitable one. He also brought out the Taylor folding

bustle, which he patented, and for its manufacture he established another department,

which was conducted under his own name. He brought out various patents from time

to time and his inventive genius and executive ability contributed in no small measure to

the success of the Warner Brothers' interests.

On the 1st of January. 1SU,3, Mr: Taylor severeil his interests with tlie Warner

Brothers Company and immediately began the manufacture of notions for women's wear

on Union street and continued there until the 29th of June. 1S94, when he purchased the

building of the Teneyke & Baker Shoe Company on James street, a three-story structure,

forty by one hundred and twenty feet. He added to the plant from time to time, erecting

successively a three story brick building, forty by fifty feet; a one story brick building,

forty by fifty feet; a three story brick, twenty-five by forty feet; a two story brick, forty-

six by seventy-five feet; a one story brick, forty by fifty feet; and a two story brick,

forty-five by one hundred and thirty feet. Before erecting the last building it was neces-

sary to buy additional land. In later years the factory was used for the manufacture of

staple lines of notions, consisting of children's muslin underwear, paper boxes and embroid-

ery hoops, and five hundred people were employed. Mr. Taylor devoted his entire time

and attention to the u])building of the business. He made frequent trips upon the road

to introduce and sell the products of the house, while his brother-in-law, Mr. Hammond,
acted as factory superintendent. The business was conducted under the name of Thomas
P. Taylor until September, 1907. when it was incorporated as the Thomas P. Taylor Com-

pany, with Mr. Taylor as the president: Henry H. Taylor, vice president; F. M. Hammond,
treasurer: and M. B. Hammond, secretary. Since the death of Mr. Taylor, F. M. Ham-
mond has been the president and treasurer, with Henry H. Taylor as vice president and

^1. C. MacLuckie as secretary. The company has its own electric light plant, and its

machinery, all of modern make, is operated with electric power. The business was

developed along the most progressive lines, becoming one of the important productive

iiiilustries of the city. Moreover, Mr. Taylor contributed to the improvement of Bridge-

port through the erection of many buildings. He first erected a building on Broad street.

a three story brick structure. He afterward put up the Taylor building on Cannon street,

a store and office building, which was later sold to the Howland Dry Goods Company.

He afterward erected tlie Lincoln building on Cannon street, a five storv structure used for
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offices and stores, and he |iiit ii|j anotlier Imilding on Fairfield avenue and also tlie Hotel

Atlas on Fairfield avenue.

On the ITtli of January. hsTS. at Marathon, New York. Mr. Taylor was married to

Miss Alma A. Hammond and they liad one son, Henry Hammond Taylor, who was born

in Bridgeport. November 12, 1S78. He wedded Amelia Starr and to them was born a son,

Thomas Starr Taylor. The mother is now deceased.

Mr. Taylor was always deeply interested in everything that pertained to the welfare

and progress of his city. He served on tlie police board and for one term was mayor of

Bridgeport. He was also a member of the city council and in these different positions

exercised his oilicial prerogatives in support of various plans and measures for the gen-

eral good. He voted with tlie republican party and was ever a stalwart champion of its

[irinciples. He held membership in the Brooklawn Country Club and the Seaside Club,

and he contributed in large measure to the success and development of the Algonquin Club,

of which he was president for many years. He was at one time president of the Boya

Club and did much for that organization. In fact it was his effort that placed it ujion

a substantial basis, and he also established the West End branch of the Boys Club. He

was very active in building the People's Presbyterian church, advancing considerable money

for it, and at tlie time of his death, through the terms of his will, he canceled its indebted-

ness. He was a member of the Sons of the American Revolution. His maternal great-

grandfather, Andrew Porter, was one of Washington's generals in the Revolutionary war.

He was a thirty-second degree Mason, and tliroughout his entire life he manifested those

ipialities of honorable manhood, patriotic citizenship and loyal Christianity that made him

one of the foremost residents of Bridgeport, standing as a man among men.

HENRY FREDERICK VEIT.

Henry Frederick Veit, deceased, was one of the well known citizens and business men

of Bridgejiort and one of the founders of the Hub Clothing Company. Born in Bridgeport

on the 10th of March. 1.S.J4, he was a son of Godfrey and Christina Veit. The former, a

native of Wurtemberg, (iermany, came to America with two of his brotliers, one of wliom.

Christian, located in Brooklyn.

Henry F. Veit was educated in the schools of his native city and when but a boy in

years worked in the store of Jordan. Marsh & Company, well known Boston merchants,

who had established a brancli liouse in Bridgeport. He entered their service as shop boy

and worked steadily upward to a good position, concentrating his entire attention and

energy upon the interests of his employers and thus meriting the advancement that came

to him. Ambitious to engage in business on his own account, he at length formed a

j.artnership witli A. A. Libby and organized the Hub Clothing Company, of which he

became the senior member. Under his guidance the business grew and prospered and he

continued at the head of the undertaking until his death, wliich occurred in 1914. Mr.

Libby still conducts the business.

In Bridgeport, Mr. Veit was united in marriage to Miss Alice M. Fullen, who was born

in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, a daughter of James and ilary (Robinson) Fullen, of

Stockbridge. Since her husband's death Mrs. Veit has taken U]i her abode in the town

of Stratford, wliere she has jiurcliased a fine home on Main street which she now occu-

pies. She is a devoted mother, a faithful member of the Episcopal church, a member of

tlie Red Cross Society and in fa<t takes a deep interest in all good work. Her children

are: Harry C, at home; and Alice Pauline, who was born October 18, 1898, and is now-

attending the Stratford hiiih school, a member of the class of 1918. Mrs. Veit has also

reared Robert Theodore \'eit. liiT hiisliand's nephew and a son of Robert Veit. He was
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horn in Hridgeport. October J'J. 1S91, and liis mother died during his infancy, after wliich

Mrs. Alice \'eit toii]< liini inlo lier own lionie and reared liiui as one of lier own cliildren.

He attended Ilie pnldic and hifili scliools ni l!ridi;e|i(>rt and then entered Vale liiiiversity
,

from wliich he was gradnated wdh hi^jh honors with the class of iyi2, winning the liaclndor

of Arts degree. He is now with the banking hrin of Koiintz Brothers of New York. He
served as a member of the New York state militia on the .Mexican border in IDllj and is

now connected with the army for service in the lMiro|iean war.

Mr. \'eit departed this life on the 11th of .Iiiim', 1'.M4, and was laid to rest in Mountain

(Jrove cemetery of Bridgeport. He was a man well known and highly respected, noted

for his upright character, strict attention to his business and devotion to his family. He
was a man of domestic liahits, temperate in all things, and in fact his life was the e.xpres-

sion of that which is noblest and best.

HERMAN A. \V. BEKti.

Herman A. W. Berg, of the Bridgeport Die Sinking t'mnpaiiy, was born in Gothenburg,

Sweden, on the 20th of September, 1S«5, his parents being Herman and Charlotte Berg,

who in the year 1892 bade adieu to their native land and sailed for the United States, estab-

lishing their home in New Haven. Connecticut. The father, who was a harness maker by
trade, there opened a harness shop which he conducted to the time of his death in lS9t">.

The mother still survives and yet makes her home in New Haven.

After completing a public school education Herman A. \V. Berg learned the die sinking

trade in the shop of Kilborn & Bishop, with whom he reimiined for about a year, and sub-

seijtu'ntly he was with the Prentice Macliine Tool Company. He afterward entered the

employ of the 0. K. Tool Company at Shelton, Connecticut, and still later secured a position

with the Blakesley Forging Company at Plantsville, Connecticut. He dates his residence

in Bridgeport from tlie 2d of May, 1910, and here he became an employe of the Locomo-
bile Company, with which he continued until Augitst, 1915, when he went with the Remington
Arms Company, acting as foreman until the 10th of December of that year. He then

resigiu'd his position to organize the Bridgeport Die Sinking Company in connection with

Thomas .J. ilapleton. and business was opened at Y'arrington Court, where they make a

specialty of drop forging dies and a general line of tool and machine work, employing from
two to five workmen, who are skilled in that line.

i)n the 11th of .\pril. 1911. Mr. Berg was married to Jliss Inez Frederickson, of Bridae-

jiort. who was born in Sweden and came with her parents to Connecticut in larlv life.

The family home was established at New Haven, whence a removal was afterward made to

Bridgeport, ilr. and Mrs. Berg liave two children, Elsie and Ethel.

Politically Mr. Berg is independent, voting for men and measures rather than party.

Fraternally he is connected with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and he also holds

menibersliip with the \"iking Society of New Haven.

ERNEST HUBER.

Ernest Huber, manager of the Huber Ice Cream Company, gives practically liis entire

time to his duties in that connection and has the satisfaction of knowing that much of the

credit for the success of the company is due to him. He was born in Oermany on the 29th of

June. 1887. a son of Carl and C.enevieve Huber, the former of whom died in (Jermany in

190i'i. while the lattc^r is still living in tlie city of Baden. He received a good education in
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the public se-liools of Geniiaiiy and in tlie preparatory scliools tliere, but in 190-t. wheu

seventeen years olil, came to Bridgeport at tlie reijuest of liis uncle. Jacob Huber. During

tlie davtime he worked in his- uncle's store on Wall street and devoted his evenings to study

in the Union Business Lollege, where he took a eonijilete commercial lourse. The business

trainino^ which he received in that school has been of great value to him in the management

of the atiairs of the Huber Ice Cream tompany. He has been actixily connected with tliat

concern since its establishment and for a number of years has been the working head of

the business, witli tlie title of manager, his uncle, « lio is the presiilent of the concern,

havin" to a large extent retired from the maiuigement of the business. The thoroughness

with which Krnest Huber has mastered every phase of the ice cream manufacturing busi-

ness is evident when it is taken into consideration that in his capacity as general manager

he has charge of the buying and selling, oversees the work of the forty odd employes of

the comi)any and supervises the delivery of the product, in which connection ten auto trucks

are used. The recent additions to the plant and equipment have been made in accordance

with his plans and he has the entire work of the company well in hand. He has also

invested heavily in the company's stock.

llr. Huber was married on the 20th of October. 1914. to Miss Lillian Vordran. of

Bridgeport, and they have a son. Ernest .Jacob, named for his father and liis great-uncle. •

Mr. Huber belongs to the Loyal Itnler of Moose and in politics is independent. His participa-

tion in public attairs has been limited to the exercise of his right of franchise and to the

support of various well devised civic projects as a private citizen. The same qualities of

thoroughness, enterprise aiul integrity which liave led to his present success fully guarantee

his continued prosperity.

JOSEPH HUBERT.

.luM'ph Hubert is conducting a nourishing business under the name of the Bridgeport

.\rt (ilass Company and beautiful ividences of his handiwork are seen in many of the lead-

ing churches and public buildings of the city. ilr. Hubert is a native of Alsace-Lorraine.

He was born February 4, 1S64, of the marriage of .losepli and Caroline Hubert, both of

whom are now deceased. In the family were also two daughters. Caroline and Josephine,

both of wlioni passed away in Alsace-Lorraine

Joseph lluliert acquired a public scliool education and when a youth of fourteen years

becan learning tlie art glass business. He worked all day and at night attended school, so

that he was continuously busy for sixteen hours out of the twenty-four. He learned the

business with an uncle and after being employed at various places in the old world he

crossed the Atlantic to Xew York city in 18.S9 and was there employed at his trade for

about nine years. On the 1st of Aiuil, ISVIS, he came to Bridgeport and established art

olass works on .h)lin street, removing to his present location at No. l.'iil John street in

1899. When he began btisiness) here he had but one employe and now has from eight to

ten men in his service. His jilace was partially destroyed by tire in 19 It;, but with char-

acteristic energy he at once rebuilt it. He has jiiit in many of tlie memorial and art glass

windows of tlie city, including tlie windows in the Soiithpurt Methodist lOpiscopal church

and in tlie .leiinings residence in Fairfield. He also ]iut in all windows in the Swedish

Methodist Episcopal church in liridge]iort and in the church of that denomination in Xew

Haven, and three in the American Methodist Episco]ial church, together with what is

known as the Wallace ^Memorial in ( hrist's Episcopal church, calling for very superior

workmanshiii and artistic design. .Mr. Hubert also did the ceiling for the Fairfield county

courthouse and tlie ilethodist chinch in Stratford.
,
In fact, he docs ninety per cent of

this kind of work in Bridgeport.
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Oil till' 22(1 of October, 1S<.I2, Mr. Hubert was married in New York eity to Mi.-> Anna
Keiite. I'raternally he is euniieeted with th^^ liide|iendeiit Order of Odd FeMows and liotli

he and iiis wife behinj.' to the Orik'r of liebekahs. He is also identitii'd « itii the l':ik^ aiul

the Woodmen of the Worlil, but he centers the j;reater part of his thoUf;lit and attention

upon his business and is closely stmlyin;; everything that tends to advance his knowledj^e

concerning the decoration •>f memorial uindou- and the installation ol ait ;ilass ol all

kinds. He has now secured a palroiiaj;e that is ^iiatifyiny and undoubtedly still (urllier

success awaits him.

I). FAlRCHILn WHKKI.KR.

O. Fail-child Wheeler, who since 1S90 has been connected with the line of business in

which he is now engaged as ]iresident of the Bridgeport Land & Title ('(unpany, has reached

his present enviable positi(Ui through the steps of an onlerly progression, beini; constantly

stimulated by a laudable ambition and a resolute purpose to accomplish a given task. His

developing powers have therefore brought him to the front and since I'.IOS he has occupied

the presidency of the Land & Title Company, which, with its predecessors, has been a feature

in the liancial circles of I!ridge|iort since 1S2T. He was Iku'u in rruiiibuU. ((lunecticnt,

:Marcli 28, 1873, a son of Hobart R. and Antoinette I Kairdiihi i Wheeler, who were also

natives of Trumbull, and both were descendants of ancestors who settled in F.iiiiield countv

in the seventeenth century. Among the ancestors ot I). F. Wlieeler wen' tho>r win. fought

for American independence, so that he is eligible to mi'iiibersliip with the Sons of the Ameri-

can Revolution. His father, svho devoted his life to farming, is now living retired.

After completing his edui-atiiui by graduation fioiii the Rridgi-poi t high s. In,..] .Mr.

Wheeler, in 181)0, entered the employ of Marsh, .Merwin & Lemiuon, ]irivate bankers, and

remained with that institution after it became the Bridgeport Land & Title Company. As
indicated, this business had its inception in 1827, wlien an agency of the Hartford Fire

Insurance Com]iany was established in Bridgeport with Isaac .Sherman as the lirst otKcial

representative. He was followed by Alanson Hamlin and in -lune, 1840. Ira Sherman assumed

the management of the business, into which the ilarsh family made entrance when in

February, 18.">7, the firm of Sherman & JIarsh was organized. Tliis connection continued for

five years, after which the lirui of Sherman & Loikwood and later Sherman. Lockwood &.

Company contiiuied the busiiu'ss until September. 18(10. when the firm of Sherman. .Marsh &

Company was formed. From that time on the JIarsh family was represented in the owner-

ship and control of the busim'ss. For .some time prior to .Tune, ISSO. the ageiicv was i-on-

dueted in connection witli the People's Savings Hank but at leiigtli the trustees of tlie bank

decided to discontinue the insurance branch of their business, at which time K. W. Marsh

entered into ])artnership with Orange Merwin and H. C. Lemnion to take over the insurance

business with the idea of transacting a private banking, real estate and rental business in

connection therewith. .Siicli was the growth and success id' their business that in 18'.e.i they

decided to incorporate the banking department, the ileposits oi which tlicii anioiiiited to about

a million didlais. into the Bridgeport Trust Company, while the real estate, rent and in-uranci-

business continued under the old firm style. The Bridgeport Land & Title Company had

been ineor])orateil in 1897 for the jmrpose of searching and guaranteeing titles, so tiiat for a

time the Trust Company was ilinng the banking business, the firm of JIarsh. Merwin & Lemiuon

the insurance business and the Bridgeport Land <i Title ( oiupauy had charge of tlie title

Searching and guaranteeing. In 1U02 the insurance firm sold out to the Bri<lgeport Laud &
Title Company all its leal estate and its renting and insurance business. Since that time

the Title Company has purchasetl the btisiness of \'arious otlii'r iusiiram-e ageiicie--. while

the Trust ( ompany has increased its deposits from one niillion to over three million dollars.
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Tlie wonderful growth of tlipsc two concerns made it necessary for thera to builil tlieir own

liomes. The total assets uf tlie Hridgeport Land & Title Company on the 1st of October,

1916, were seven liiindrod and Hfty thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight dollars, capital

stock two hundred thousand ikiUars, with a surplus of proHt and loss account of fifty thousand

dollars. The company lias practically fifty thousand dollars invested in its own land records

and is now able to make nearly all its searches on local and suburban real estate within

its own four walls. Jloreover, it has had its charter amended to include the guaranteeing

of mortgages. Since entering the business Mr. Wheeler has thoroughly acquainted himself

with every phase thereof and his expanding powers led to his election to the position of

treasurer in 1897. while in 1908, upon the death of llr. Merwin, he became the president

of tlie coiiiijaiiy. The otlier officers are: Egbert JIarsli, vice president; Alvin H. Hancock,

treasurer; Clifi'oril W. IMarsli. secretary: Herbert JI: Lyon, assistant secretary; and Milton

S. Lacey, title officer.

In 1.S99 Jlr. Wheeler was married to Miss Mabel L. Dore. of Chicago, a daughter of

Alfred K. and Ada Dore. Their children are three in number, namely: Doris Antoinette,

.Tulia .Vdclaide and Daniel Fairchild, Jr.

Mr. Wheeler has attained hi.2h rank in Masonry as a Knight Templar, a thirty-second

degree Mason and a Mystic Shriner and he is a past master of Corinthian Lodge. Xo. 104,

A. F. & A. M., and at present a member of its finance committee. He is also a past thrice

ninstrions master of Jerusalem Council, R. & S. M.. is a most wise master of I'eijuoniiock

Chapter of the Rose Croi.\ and is taking a very active interest in the Shrine. He also

belongs to Pequonnock Lodge. I. 0. 0. F., and along strictly social lines has connection with

the Brooklawn Country and Seaside Clubs. Politically he is a democrat. His religions

faith is iiiilicated by his membership in St. John's E|ii>co|i:il church, of which he is a vestry-

man. His interests and activities outside of liis business have always been of a character

that have contributed to jiublic progress and improvement, advancing the welfare of tlie

Tiidividnal ami of the comnuinitv at large.

ELMER S. OODEX.

Elmer S. Ogdon. secretary and treasurer of the Bridgeport Die & Machine Com-

panv. was horn in Bridgeport, Aoril 1.5. 1SS2. a s(ui of William S. and Carrie L. (Snowi

Cgden. The father was born at Fairfield Woods. Connecticut, and was a son of Sylvester

Offden. who kept the village store there, being one of the first settlers of that locality.

William S. (igdi'H was a sea captain who began sailing when but fifteen years of age and

for many years li\cd upon the water. His wife was a daughter of Heman S. Snow, of

ileriden. Connecticut.

Elmer S. Ogdeii acquired a jmblic school education in Bridgeport and afterward

began learning the machinist's trade with the Bullard Machine Tool Company, spemling

four and one-half years in that connection. He was afterward with the American British

Company, working as tcxd maker, and subsequently he was employi^d at his trade in

various places. He also taught for eight months in the machine department of tlie State

Trade School and in August, 1912. in connection with James \V. Ogden. he organized the

Bridgeport Die & Machine Company, of which he is the secretary and treasurer. They

have since developed the Inisiness to one of substantial proportions and now have eighty

emplo.\es. about one-third of whom are .skilled workmen, while their jJant comprises two

shojis. each of fixe tlnnisand square feet. The growth of their business lias necessitated

various removals in order to secure enlarged ipiarters. They make a specialty of machine

work. dies, tools and experimental work and they manufacture the Bridgeport surface

grinder and also the Bridgeport moldiiiLi niacliines and cqui|iinent, both of which are mad"
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al'ti'i- |)ateiits uwiiod by the i-iiin|iaiiv. Tlu'ir <)ul|iiit is sold all over tliis idiiiitiy and in

I'Dieign lands as well. One of llie devices wliieli lliey liave put upon tlie market is a

niaeliine for fastening buttons on shoes and which reduces the cost from eighty-tlHee

cents to three cents for fastening a thousand buttons, l-'rom the begiiniing their business

has enjoyed a continuous and gratifying growth, resulting from wise management on the

]jart of the owners, who have uuule ellieii'iicy their watcluvord.

On the 24th of June. IDOU, .Mr. Ogdeu was married to iliss Clara L. Hali'uer, of Bridge-

iiort, a daughter of William and Katlierine llalVner. -Mr. and Mrs. Ogdeu have one S(iU,

Klmer William, now seven years <\i age.

Fraternally Mr. Ogdeu is ((Minerted with tlie lndc]iendeut Order of Odd Fellows and

also with the Auu'rieau Merhanii's and in |iolitic> h( maintains an independent course,

preferring to lu}ld himself free to vote according to the dictates of his judgment. He is

not remiss in the duties of citizen.ship biit on the ccnitrary supports measures which he

deems of \alue to the community; yet he has never been an office seeker, always preter-

ring to concentrate his eil'orts and attention upon his business affaiis. which, well directi'd,

are bringing to him a gratifying nn'asure of |)rosp(rily.

BERXHAED KLEIX.

It is the character of the individual and not his accomplishments in business that causes

him to be remembered, and Beruhard Klein displayed so many sterling traits that his uicmorv

is revered ami liouored by those who were .his active associates in business and social life

throughout the long years of liis connection with Bridgeport, He figured |aominently lien'

as a business man and one wlu) in every relation of life was dependable.

He was born in Tiefenthal. Darmstadt, liermauy, in -July, 183.3, and pin'sued his education

in the schools of that country. He was but twelve years of age when he lost his father

and several years later he came to tiie new world to join liis brotlier, Jloses Klein, who had

arrived a short time before. Both came to Bridge]iort, where they established a dry goods

business with a small stock of goods at ilain and ..lohn streets. From the beginning their

trade grew, and as their capital tlicrel)y increased they extended their stock to include

millinery and notions. During tlie period of tlie Civil war they removed to the present

site of the .lackson Book ."store on Main street and there continued until 1S8S, In the mean-

time their business had steadily developed and had reached extensive proportions, while tlieir

careful management and business sagacity made the enterprise a very jirotitable one, in

1888, therefore, having acquired a very substantial competence, they retireil from commercial

pursuits.

In 1860 Beruhard Klein was united in marriage to Miss ilarv Lowenthal, of New Y<irk,

and they became the parents of si.x. children: .Jacob B., now a well known a'ttorney of

Bridgeport; Mrs. Eli L. Lesser, also of this city, who died in 1916; ilrs. Hiram Strauss,

living in Cleveland, Ohio; Milton il., vice president of B. Altmau &. Company of New Ymk

:

Mrs, M, J. Bueehler and Mrs, Max Stein of Bridgeport, The death of Mrs. Klein occurri'd

in February, 1912, and Mr. Klein survived until May IS, 1914,

In his political views Jlr, Klein was a democrat but never allowed jiartisansliip to inter-

fere with the faithful performance of his duties of citizenship and always took a keen

interest in everything that pertained to tlie welfare of the city. He belonged to Abraham

Lodge, I, O, B, B,; also to St, John's Lodge, F. & A. M.: Steuben Lodge, 1. O. O. F. ; and

the Bridgepm-t Fncampment; and to the New Haven Independent Ordei of tlie Free .Sons of

Israel. He was one of the. founders and life trustee of the Park Avenue Temple, ana

generously and helpfully supported every project for the upbuilding of his church. He was

a most generous contributor to Hebrew charities and in fact was constantly extending a
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lii'Ijiiiif; liaiiil t(i iitiicrs. x\ lirtln'r of lii» own faitli or not. In business he was a tirelcsS

woiker, faitlifnllv performing the duties that devolved upon him, and liis name became a

synonym for lionorable dealinj; aiul enferprise. His kindly spirit was recognized by all with

whom he came in contact, and in his own home lie was a devoted liu~band and father.

MOSES KLEIN.

JIoscs Klein, will known for many years in Bridgeport as a prominent and successful

meri'jianf. conducting one of the large commercial establishments of the city under IIlc linn

style of il. Klein & Brother, was born in Darmstadt, (lermany. in ISol. Early thrown upon

his own resources by the deatii of his father, he decided to try his fortunes in America aiul

canu' to tin' new wurld, nuiking ids way at once to Bridgeport. Soou afterward he was

joined liy liis brother. Bernliard Klein, and they opened a small dry goods store but gradually

develo[ied their l)usihess until it became one of the most extensive and important of the

city. The scope of the business was al.so increased to include the sale of millinery, notions

and kindred lines, and they likewise began the manufacture of crochet needles, hooks, etc.,

and won success in that nndei'taking.

In Is.'jT. in New York city, Mr. Klein was united in marriage to Miss Fannie ICnuinnel,

and they hecanu' the parents of two sons and two daughters: . Jacob B.; Isaac II.; Mrs.

Certnide .losephy. of New York; and Jlrs. Henry L. Bishop, of Bridgeport.

In his (lolitical views Mr. Klein was a democrat, while fraternally he was connected

with the Masons, the Odd Fellows and with Abraham Lodge, I. 0. B. B. Death called him

February 14. IIIOC), after a long residence in Bridgeport, during which he had been a factor

in making the name of Klein a synonym for commercial enterprise and progress.

A. L. ADAMS.

Thoroughness in the line of his trade and in the mastery of business metbods, has ever

been a marked characteristii- of A. L. Adams .since he started out on bis own account. He

may truly be called a self-made man, for his success is attributable entirely to his persist-

ent eiiorts and liis efficiency. A native of Otsego county, New York, he there attended

the public schools. He came to Bridgeport in 1883 in order to get something of tlfe

"Yankee" atmosphen— in other words to learn of the effective business methods which

have made New luigland a great industrial center. Here he pursued a course in a business

college and also a course in uutchine designing. Wishing to learn mechanics through

jiractical experience, he startcil to work. He was |iaid only fifty cents per day at the

beginning and it cost him more than that to live, but he was learning not only the spe-

cific work that was entrusted to him but was also acquainting liinLself with the business

methods which constitute the source of New England's success and prosperity.

Mr. .\ilanis was em]doyed by the firm of Coulter & McKenzie and operated a lathe

the first dav he was with that concern, nuich to the surprise of the superintendent. He

was afterward with the tirm of Hill & Jennings and while working in the day studied

at night. He ]iatented a chest of drawers about this time and was continually showing

skill and ability along mechanical lines. Later he was in the employ of Eaton, Cole &

B\H-idiam ami was a portion of the time a contractor in that establishment. In the mean-

time he had become recognized as a mechanic of superior ability and he brought forth

several labor sa\'ing devices of which he was the originator. When the American Orapho-

]>hone ( onipaiu opened its Bridgeport shoiis he was employed as fifth tool maker there.
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His iifxt position Wiij. with the Briilj;e|>(iit linn Implement Company, and one improve-

iiiint wliieh lie instituteil in a sinyle department saved tlie eumpany a lumdred dollara

jier month.

In !«".);> ilr. Adams began business on bis own aeeoiint in a small way, manufaetiirinj,'

tbe Adams Art Anger Bit, wliieb is not only patented in tbe United JStates but in many

foreign eountries. -Later he pati'nted and perteeted tbe line of nuubines wliieh lie manu-

faetured under the name of the corset and bias I'abrir strip machinery and Mr. Adauis is

conceded tbe uorld leader in that line. Some of the jjatents wbicb .Mr. Adams has

secured date back as far as ISilii. with many rec<'i\eil at a later date, while other of

bis inventions recently brought out are not yet patenteii. .\lr. Adams lias introduced bis

macbines and instructed peoi)le in tbe use of bias strip maebinery in seven diltereut

eountries, namely: Canada, Kngland, Germany. France. Ireland, Scotland and Belgium,

and his machines are in use in other countries. He has made three different trips to

Kurojie, and while these have been made primarily for business, he has also found much

|)leasure in his travels and gained much valuable information. He is today at tbe bead

of a business of worldwide reputation. His has indeed been a well spent life, active,

useful and honorable, and his course may well serve- as a source of inspiration and

encouragement to others.

WILLIAM II. Rr.SSKLL.

William H. Russell, who since 1U1,5 has tilled tbe ofbce of postmaster at Soutbpoit, his

native city, was born February 22. 1,S76, a son of David and Mary (Hayesi Russell, who

were natives of Ireland. They came to .\merica in early life and siient their remaining

days in Southport, where tlicy rivaled their family of ten children, of whom eight are yet

living.

William H. Russell spent the period of liis youth under the parental roof and the

opportunities of the public schools were bis. He passed through consecutive grades to

the high school and when bis te.\tbooks were put aside he learned telegraphy and spent

nineteen years with the Xew Haven Railroad. It was on the 5th of January, 1915, that he

was appointed to his present position and has since been the eflieient postmaster of South-

liort. discharging his duties witli prom]>tness and lidclity. He is systematic in all of his

work and displays absolute accuracy.

As indicated, ilr. Russell is a supporter of tlic democratic [/arty and fraternally he is

connected with the Loyal Order of Jloose. He is well known in the city where his entire

life has been passed and that his record is a creditable one is indicated in the fact that

many of his stanch friends are those who have known him from his bovbood.

JOHN W. BANKS.

John W. Banks, a practitioner at the Briilgejiort bar, came to this city in 18'Jo on

completing his law course at Yale. He was born in Bethlehem, Connecticut, in 1S6T. His

father, George W. Banks, was a Congregational clergyman ami for many years was actively

engaged in preaching the gospel in Connecticut. While the family resiiled in (iuilford .John

W. Banks prepared for college there and in ISS'.I on tbe completion of a classical course was

graduated from Yale. He determined to make the practice of law his life work and tlien

matriculated in tbe Yale Law School, from which he was graduated witli the class of LSUo.

He was admitted to the bar in Xew Haven and entered upon tlie active practice of his
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profession in Briil<;e])oit, soon afteiwaid becoming a partner of William T. Hineks in the

tirm of Banks & Hincks. an assoeiation that was maintained until about 1900, when they

were joined by Allan W. l'aij;e undiT the lirm style of Paige, Banks & Hineks. About Mve

years ago the present tirm was formed, when Mr. Banks was joined by Edward K. Nichol-

son under the style of Banks & Xicholson. He has always continued in the general practice

of law and has disjdayed nuich ability in handling involved and complex legal problems. He

is, however, largely familiar with the principles of Jurisprudence and with precedent and in

his work in the ciHuts has displayed thorough preparation and an alertness that has made

him at all times ready to meet the attack of opposing counsel. In 1898 he was made

referee in bankrui)tcy for Fairfield county and has since occupied that position.

In 189.") ilr. Banks was united in marriage to Miss Mary Coles Gay, of Farmington,

Connecticut. His political allegiance .is given the republican party, and he is a member of

the State and tlie American Bar Associations. He belongs also to the Seaside, Country and

University Clubs of Bridgeport and the Yale Club of jSiew York and is thus brought in con-

tact with the leading citizens of this section, men interested in all of the vital ]iroblems and

questions of tlie day and nu'ii wlio stand tor that which is highest in citizenship.

JUDGE BACOX WAKEMAX.

Judge Bacon Wakeman, attorney at law and judge of the probate court of Fairfield,

was born on the old Wakeman homestead in the town of Fairfield and is descended from one

of the oldest and bi'st known families of western Connecticut. His father, Andrew P. Wake-

man, who is still living at the advanced age of eighty years, was born on the Wakeman
homestead January IT, 1838. and was a son of Joseph and Sarah Ann (Bulkleyl Wakeman
and a grandson of Captain Andrew and Hannah (Allen) Wakeman. Captain Wakeman
served as a soldier in the Kcvolntionary war and was one of the Minute Men who took

their i)Iace on Lexington Green and contested the advance of the British troops, thus firing

the first shots in that struggle which won independence for tlie nation. The ancestry, how-

ever, is traced still farther back to the P.ev. Sanniid Wakeman. who in early colonial days

was a well known minister of the Congregational church in Fairfield.

Andrew P. Wakeman, the father of Judge Wakeman, was educated in the public schools

and in tlic Kairtiehl Academy and started out in the business world as a clerk in the store

of James W. Heaili, of Bridgejiort, who conducted business on Wall street. Later, however,

he settled down to fanning on the old homestead, where he has since remained. This farm

has been in possession of the Wakeman family for many generations and the first house upon

it was destroyed by the British in the Revolutionary war. The present residence was built

soon after the war anil is now occupied by J. Howard Wakeman, a brother of Judge Wake-

man. After retiring from the active work of the farm Andrew P. Wakeman erected a snuill

<lwelling upon the farm which he and his Avife still occuiiy. He has done not a little in

shaping public thought and action in regard to ati'airs of vital moment, filled the office of

selectman for four years and served as a member of the state legislature in the sessions of

1881, 1884 and 1885. He has also left the impress of his individuality upon the nmral

progress of the community through his efforts in promoting the growth and extending the

intluence of the Congregational church, of which lie has long been an active and devoted

member, serving as one of its deacims for twenty years.

On the 15th of May, 1861, he married Cornelia K. Burr, a daughter of Ebeii and Hannali

Burr, anil they have become |iareiits ul nine children: .leiinie L., the deceased wife of

William Aiken, of Putnam, Xew York; Samuel B., residing in Fairfield; Andrew .'s.. a

farmer of Fairfield; Bacon, of this review; J. Howard, who occupies the old homestead;
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I'"lorciu-e, the wife of Harold ('. Jinllanl; JCiniiia 1-'.. wIjo is librarian in cluirgc of the Fair-

field i)ublic library and rt'sidis at lionii'; and Ciirric I', and Bessie ()., wlio died in eliildliood.

.Inilge Bacon Wakeman, after attending the |iuhlie seliools of I'airlicdd, continued liis

edncution in the Fairfield Academy and later entered Vale University, in wliicli lie jiursned

a law course and was graduated with tlie class of 1888. Following his admission to the

t'onneeticut bar he took up the active jiractiee of his chosen profession in Bridgeport, where

he maintained his office until r.lOf). when lie moved to l-'airfield, where he has since luen

located. Advancement at the bar is pro\crbially slou . lint his clientage has steadily increased

in volume and importance and he now ranks high amoiif; the members of the profession

in the state, being widely known for his legal ability. hi tlie trial of cases before the

court he has always been very strong in argument, logical in liis conclusions and clear in his

reasoning, and the strength of his position has been b.ised upon liis tliorough preparation

before entering the court. He is now serving for the second term as judge of probate of

I'airliehl. which ollice he is tilling with honor ami distinction to himself and satisfaction to

the public.

Judge Wakeman was united in marriage to Miss Helen Sturges. a daughter of .Joseph

H. and ilary (Whiting) Sturges, and they have become the parents of eight children, namely:

^lildred Sturges, Joseph Allen. Andrew Eliot. Kutli Whiting. Esther Burr, Robert Samuel,

Henry Osborn and Stanley Bulkley. The family resilience is in Fairfield, the .Judge's native

town, where his entire life has been passed and where he has so directed his efforts that

success and prominence have come as the logical reward of his labors.

HEXRY BERTRAM LAilUEKT. M. D.

Entering the general practice of medicine at Bridgeport in 1909, Dr. Henry Bertram

Lambert has since made steady ]irogress in his chosen calling and is most deeply interested

in the science of medicine and surgery. He was born in Bridgeport, March 6, 1884, a son

of Henry A. and Cornelia (Rikeman) Lambert. The latter, of Holland Dutch descent, was

born in Atlanta, Georgia, and died during the early boyhood of her son Henry. The father,

a native of Bridgeport, spent practically his entire life in this citj- and was an architect

by profession. He died in 1916, when seventy-six years of age. Both the father and

mother of Dr. Lambert were descended from Rtvolutionary war heroes and the ancestral

line in the Lambert familj- can be traced back to Jesse Lambert, who came from England in

1658 and settled at Milford, Connecticut.

Dr. Lambert of this review was prepared for college in the University School of Bridge-

jiort and in 1905 entered Yale as a medical student, there remaining for two years. In 1907

he Avas enrolled at the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, where he devoted two more

years to preparation for his professional career. Following his graduation with the M. D.

degree in 1909 he returned home and spent two and a half years in the Bridgeport Hospital.

He then again went to Philadelphia, wlieie for a year and a half he was connected with

the Pennsylvania Hospital, and thus he had nearly four years' experience as an interne and

eight years of continuous preparation for the private practice of medicine and surgery. In

1913 he opened an office in Bridgeport and while he continues in general practice he makes

a specialty of surgery, in which he has shown marked skill. He is now serving on the

surgical stall of the Bridgeport Hospital. He belongs to the Bridgeport Medical .Society,

to the Fairfield County ^Medical Society, of which he is the treasurer, the- Connecticut Jledical

Society, the American iledical Association and the American Association of Anesthetists. He

is also connected with the Connecticut Xaval Militia as assistant surgeon.

On the 7th of December, 1912, Dr. Lambert was married to Miss Esther Hassett, of

Wallingford, Connecticut. He is a Master Mason and in pcditics is a republican, keeping



766 I!HI1)(JEP0RT AXU VICIXITY.

well infoniR'tl on tlio ijiie>tiiiii« .ii:d issues of tlie day but never seeking nor desiring office.

His profession claims iirnctically liis entire tlions;lit and attention and in his chosen field

he is making steady jirujiii'ss.

THEODORK F. WALES.

Theodore F. Wales, promoter of the .Simplex .Manufacturing Company, is a repre-

sentative of that industrial activity which is fast making Bridgejiort not only the indus-

trial cajiital of Connecticut Init ot New England as well. It seems there is no e.xpression

of meclianical ingenuity tliat cannot be found in the diversilied factories of Bridgeport.

The .Sim]ilex menu printer, which is produced by the company of which JMr. Wales is the

leading spirit, is one of the examples of Bridgeport's varied industries. The device con-

sisters of a small printing ]iress and the necessary equipment, enabling the catering

trade to print the menus used on their tables instead of sending to tlie job printer for

them. It was invented and patented by Mv. Wales several years ago and the business

of making and selling these printing outfits is meeting with much success. In conceiv-

ing the idea ot a menu jirintcr for [lopular use, tlie oljjective point oi the inventor was

to siniiilify tlie processes of printing so that tlie amateur, the unskilled operator, could

produce accejitable results. This has been accom[)lished in each detail of the work. For

instance, the composition was simiditied by substituting word-setting tor the usual dif-

ficult singie-letter typesetting. These menu printers are shipped to all parts of the

L'niteil .States ami t aiiada ami are in use in -lapaii and the Hawaiian islands. The sum-

mer resorts, as a class, are large purchasers ol the printers, and they li.ive been installed

in the leading hotels, restaurants and clubs in Bridgeport, where they are producing good

work and saving money for tlie owm'fs. The printer is made in four sizes and ranges in

price from one hundred and twenty-tive to two hundred dollars. The Simidex Company's

new York otiice is at N'o. 2:; \\ I'^t Thirty-first street. Arrangements are made for estab-

lishing selling branches in I,i>iidon, ICngland; Paris. France; Milan, Italy; and Berne,

Switzerland. t<i be started as soon a^ peace in Europe is declared.

Another invention of .\li. Wales manufactured by this company is the Simplex lace

staple, a crocheting device used by ladies for making Maltese lace, which enters largely

into the eiiili(dlislnnent of all sorts of feminine apparel. These lace staples are sold direct

to consumers, through the mail, also to dry goods jobbers and departnu'iit stores everj'-

where.

]\lr. Wales is one of Bridgepoi t's native sons and represents an old New England

family. His great-grandfather in the maternal line served in the Revolutionary war.

The writer of tliis artiile was shown in ilr. Wales' oltice a copy of the Boston Gazette,

published .March l'.i. ITTu. ti\i. years before the Revolutionary war began, which was

handed down to him from his ancestors. His father. Henry Wales, was born in Beverly,

Massachusetts, and mairied I aroline M. Harding, a native of Brunswick, New .Jersey. In

the '30s they removed to llri.lgepoit and Mr. Wales engaged in the wlndesale cofi'ee and

spice business on .State strei't. He was not only an active factor in commercial circles

but was also a bank director and piominent in the |iublic life of the .onimunity, serving

many terms in the Bridgeport loinmon council.

Thcodiiie I'. Wales atteniled tin- private school of K. F. Strong, from which he gradu

ateil. He and liis brother. 11. .\. Wah->, establi>lied the Wales Wheel Company, buying

out the (Mils Wheel tompany. and conducted that business for a number ot years, after

wliich lie turned liis attention to thi' grain and cereal business along wliolesale lines. The

Sim])lex menu printer was invented by Mr. Wales prior to the year 1907 and was pat-

iMited by him in that year. altiinii;;li many improvements and changes in construction have
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developed siiire. Tlie sm-t-ess of tlii' Imsiness is lii'causi' tlio devicf a|i|M-;iU to liotcls,

restaurants, stoaiiisliips. club. etc.. as a iiinncy-savci- ami a ccinvciiicruc. The pinccss iif

|iriiitiliir with this device is so siiiipli' tliat orclitiaiy iiii-\|icriciucil help arc able to prci-

diice creditable results in tlieir spare tiin<' \vitlio\it e.\tra expense to tlie proprietor.

Therefore the savin-; ell'ecteil in printing bills soon olVsets the first expense of the ineiui

printer. Aside from the nsnal results of a successful business, there is to .Mr. Wales a

realization of having created soincthini; worth wliili'. when tliese nieiui printers arc being

shipped to all parts of the world.

lAMKS :MATTHKW .MiioNKV.

James JIatthew Mocmcy. pri'sich'iit of .lane-, .\looney i Son's Company, landscape

contractors, has in this coiuicction ih'vchipcd a business of exten^ixe proportions, for his

efforts emlxidy the most practical phases of work with the hi^he-t ideals of biauty in

landscape gardening. His labors have indeed been a contributing eh'ment to the improvement

of tlie most attractive residential sections of Bridgeport and surrounding cities. A native

of Shrewsbury. Massachusetts, he was born March '.. lS."i."j. His father ami grandfather

both bore the name of Patrick Mooney and in the \cai is.',:; the father came from Jrelaml

to the United States. He wedded Margaret l-inn. a daughter of .Tames and .Margaret Finn,

and they became the parents id' seven children; -lanics .Mattiiew and I'eter, who were born

in Shrewsbury, ilassachusetts; and Patrick, Katlierinc l-dizabetli. .Mary and Thomas, all

natives of liiidgeport. ('oiinciticiit. Patrick Momicy removed witli his family to l!riilge|iort

in 1861 and he was one of the organizers of the Hibernians iu Bridge]iort and also of St.

Patrick's Benelicial Society- His political allegiance was given to the democratic party.

.James M. .Mooney was a little lad of but ~ix year- when brought by his parents to

Bridgeport and here he attended tlie ]iublic scl U to the age of eleven, when he began

earning his own living. He was lirst employed b> the Bridgeport Brass Company, being

one of the lirst si.\ children who obtained work in that establishment. In his youthful days

he idayed ball and killed quail on the present site of the plant of the Bridgeport Brass

Company. He continued " ith that company for three years ami then cnteied the employ

of the U'licider & Wilson Sewing Machine Company, working in the needle room for two

years or until the department was destroyed by tire. He afterward s|)ent two years in

another department of the same company, on the expiration of which period he entered the

emiiloy of the Union Jletallic Cartridge Company. « itii which he continued until ISTT. H
was then that he turned his attention to landscape work and today he is the oldest eon-

tractor in his line in Bridgeport. While he began bu-ine.-.s on a small scale, his patronage

has steadily increased. The jieculiar formation of Bridgeport, with its hills, its deep

cuts and other topographical features, makes it necessary to do most exact and mathematical

fi.guring to plan out a lawn and also utilize the most artistic skill in its cultivation and

adoinment. Jlr. Jlooney and his associates do all kinds of landscape work, including sod,

shrubbery, trees, plants and the building of cement walks. He has had the contract for

most of the work on tiolden Hill and at Seaside Park and in the residential district in and

about this park. In fact his services have been iu great ilemand throughmit Bridgeport.

When starting the business forty years ago his equipment consisted of one or two wheel-

ban ows and he did all of the work himself. Today he utilizes many scrauers. carts and

trucks and at times has as high as one hundred and lifty men iu his emplo,y. hi IS.-*:;, while

he Avas doing contract work on Golden Hill, he iincovered at a depth of twidve and one-half

feet one of the largest Indian burial grounds ever discovered, it lieing u-ed by tln' Mohawk

and Copperhead tribes. The masonry work was remaikable and ton after ton of it was

removed at great expense.
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Mr. Moonoy "as maiiii-d in St. Mary's t-liurch at Bridgeport, to iliss ilary Braden, by

whom lie has four childn'ii, namely: Ellen, the wife of H. ./. Paetsch; William, who has

been his father's partner and a.ssistant sinee the age of twenty; Grace; and Zeta. The

eldest daughter was edmalicl in the public schools and the other three children are convent

graduates. Five of the family have passed away, namely: Mary, Charles, two who were

named James, and Lucy.

Mr. Mooncy and liis family are members of St. Peter's Roman Catholic church and in

politics lie has followed in his father's political footste])s. His is the record of a strenuous

life—the re<M]i(l of a strong indiviiluality, sure of itself, stable in purjiose, quick in perception,

swift in dciision. energetic and persistent in action, lie started out empty handed, but wlien

cleteniiinatinii. jierseverance anil talent arc anaycil against drawbacks, poverty and trials,

tlie result is almost absolutidv ceit.iin. Tlic fcmner arc invincible— tliev know no defeat.

EDWARD T. ABBOTT.

Edward T. Abbott, an liomireil v<teian of tlie Civil war, has for thirty years been one

of the most trusted employes of the International Silver Company, now serving as su)ier-

intendent of grounds, buildings and upkeeji. A native of Connecticut, he was born in

New Haven on the 30th of March, 1842, and is a worthy representative of an old and

highly esteemed family (jf tliis state, his ancestors having originally settled at Branford.

His paternal grandfather. Alvin Abbott, was born however in Middlebury. Connecticut,

wliicli was also the birthplace of his father, Laranmn \V. Al)bott. The latter became a

member of the firm of Seranton & Abbott, machinery manufacturers of New Haven and

they iiiadi- the machinery for the Yale College laboratory. In 1843 Laramon AV. Abbott

removed to Waterbury. Connecticut, becoming nuister mechanic at the Benedict & Burn-

ham rolling mills, engaged in the nuuuifacture of brass goods. This business is nou- con-

ducted under the nanu' of the American Brass Company. During the twelve years Mr.

Abbott was witli that linn he also served as local jn-eacher for various Jlethodist Episco-

pal churclies and later went to Wateitown, Connecticut, where he organized a church,

built a liiiuse of worshi]! and parsonage ami was a minister there for several years. After

his retirenu'Ut from the ministry Ije made his liouic in Ridgetield. Connecticut, for twenty-

two years, and there died, his remains being interred in the Waterbury cemetery. During

the free-soil movement he was elected to the state legislature on that ticket, represent-

ing the district in whicli Waterbury is located, and lie served on the temperance commit-

tee while a member of the house. In eaily manhood lie married Miss Allha M. Todd, who

was born in Stratford and also belonged to an old Connecticut family. She died in

Waterbury at the age of twenty-eight years.

Edward T. Abbott, a son of this worthy couple, spent the first two years of his life

in New Haven ami the following sixteen years in Waterbury and Watertown and returned

to New Haven in 1860. The country having become engaged in civil war, he enlisted in

18(;3- as a member of Com|iany H, Twentieth Connecticut Volunteer Infantrj-, which became a

part of the Army of the I'otoimu' and at difl'erent times was under the command of Generals

^IcClellan, Hooker, Meade anil Burnsides, After the battle of Gettysburg the Twentieth

Connecticut regiment was sent to reinforce the Western Army. Mr. Abbott was wounded

during till' battle of Cliancellorsville and lay on the battlefield for ten days. He was made

]irisiincr l)ut later paroled and was in the hosiiital and convalescent camp from the od of

Alay until Sc]jteniber, 1863. During the Atlanta campaign lie was again captuied July 23,

1864, and was confined in Andersonville prison for some time before being exchanged, Sep-

tember 20, 1864. He participated in many important engagements, including the battles of

Savannah, Stone Mountain and Peach Tree Creek, and when hostilities ceased and his
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services were no longer nci'ded he was iiuisti icil diil iil New llavoii in .luiic, ISIJS. At. tliat

ti'nie he was serving iis corporal.

lictiiriiing to Wiiterbiirv. Mr. .Milidlt coti'ri'd the cMi|iloy ol lloliiics. Itiiutli X llayilrii,

MiatiiilaclMrcrs (if lirass ami ic>]i|icr tiiliiiii;. slicitiiiu. rtr.. ami was later with I he WatcrliMi y

I'lati'd Wan' ('oiii|iaiiy, silvcrwan- mamifarMirirs. lir.st as tool maker and later as fdicrMari

and superintendent of the spoonniaking departnu'Mt. Iieing connected with the coMipany fur

twenty-two years. In .Inly, I.SST, he lief;an work for the firm of Holmes & I'^dwarda at

liriili;i'port, now the I nlci nat imial Silver (oiiipany. and was first in charge of tlic to.d

making department, drafting, etc.. Ijiit suhsecpiently served as superintendent of all m i

facturing for nnuiy years. lie is imw sn[ierinten(lent of grounds, buildings and u|ikei'p

and has been one of the most trusted emi)loyes of the company for thirty years.

In Xew Haven, October 24. lS(i(i, Mi-. Abbott married Miss Kmily A. Doolittle, a native

of W'allingford. Connecticut. .She had live brcithers in the (.i\il war. To Mr. and Jlrs.

Abbott were born tlu'ce childrcTi, nanudy: Willndmina liushnell, now the wife of Frederick

Rliodes. who is secretary of the Salts 'I'extile tompany id' Bridgeport and is represented on

another i)age of this work: Laranmn W'inthrop. who was graduated from the ^'ale Medical

School and became a jdiysiidan but is now deceased; and luhvard R.. wlio is a graduate

of the Worcester Technical Sclio«d and is now ccmnecti'd w itii the Xew York ollice of Taft,

I'ierce .S: Company of \\'oonsocket, Khode Island.

Mr. Abbott now makes his lionu' at X"o. 857 Xobh' avenue. He has been called upon to

mourn the loss of liis wife, w lio parsed away in .luly, I'.IUIi. in tlie faith of the Methodist

I'Ipiscopal church, id' which she was an aiti\e nicndier. .Mr. .\bliott is iinc of the prominent

members of the Wasliington I'ark .Metliodist ICpiscopal diurcli. in which he has tilled the

oliiccs of steward, trustee and assistant superintendent of the Sunday school, and his life

has ever been in harmony with his professions. He is jiuiior vice commander of Elias Howe
I'ost. X'o. :>, (i. A. K.. and is an anient supporfer uf the republican party.

RK\". ALLKX EVERETT BEEMAX.

Rev. Allen Everett Beenian fui thirty-si.x years was an active representative of the

I'rotestant Epi.scopal ministry aTid is nuw president of the library board of Kairtield. He

was burn .\ugu-t 4. Is.'i.'i. in Litchlield, ( unuecticut. a sun of Frederic Dan and ilaria Hall

(Brislianei Beenian. After attending Sedgwick's Academy at Stratford, (lunierticut. lie

entered Yale ("niversity as an academir student and was there graduated witli the class of

1S7T. He then went abroad to enter (l.xford I'niversity of England, pursuing his studies in

Oriel College, where he reniained fur twii years. Through tlie scholastic year 1ST9-,S0 he

was a student in the Berkeley Divinity Silmol at Middletiiw n. I, nnnertieut. and in 18S1

was ordained to the priestli I uf the l'rute:rtant Episcopal church. In that year he was

appointed rector of ( brist cliunli at I'nionville, t nnnecticut, where he continued until 1885.

He was rector of Christ church at (iardiner, ilaine, from 1888 until 189:! and of St. Paul's

church in Fairfield from 1897 \uitil 1917, or for a jieriod of two decades. He has been

archdeacon of Fairlield county since 19(17 and liis laliors in the ministry have not been

denied the full harvest nor the afteiniafli. His libeial university training. Iiis /eal. liis keen

insight, his ready tact and liis sympathy have all been putent factors in pinniiding the

growth of the church and assisting his fellowinen in that character develupinent wliieh make>

for honorable manliood and citizenship.

In 1872 Rev. Beenian received fmni W. II. Bainuni, nieniber uf congress, .-ippuint iiient as

cadet to ^Vest Point from the fourth congressional district upon competitive examination

at Bridgeport, but nearsightedness prevented his aceejitance in the military school. He has

always been deeply interested in community affairs, snppuiting many prujeefs fur the piiblir
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good aiul many wi'll ileviscil plans whieli havt' resulted in civie inipiovement. From IS'J!)

to the present lie has been secretary of the town sehool eoniniittee and is also secretary

of the Kairlield .Menioiial Lihiaiy. while since i;)02 lie has been secretary of the Fairhcld

Historical Society.

On the nth of .hiiie. Iss.i. in Farininyton. I'onnccticnt. Kev. Heeinan «as married to

iliss Sarah Co\vles C'arrinyton, a daughter of Dr. Charles t'arrington, and they nou have

one son, Charles Carrinyton Beeman, born in Farmington. August IG, IS.sti.

In his political views Kev. Beeman has always been a stalwart republican ami while nut

an active party worker has given faithful consideration and study to the vital and sig-

nificant problems of tlie age, recognizing the duties and obligations as well as the priv-

ileges of citizenship. He is also prominent in .Masonry. Since 181)2 he has been a Knight

Templar and for two terms served as senior warden in Maine Commandery. He ha.- found

in his church work and public activities that power grows through the exercise of etfort

am! he has been constantly leaching out along broadening linc> of helpfulness. It weie

tautological in this connection to enter into any series of stateiiiciits showing him ti> be a

man of great scholarly attainments, lor this has been shadowed forth lietween the lines of

this review. It is just to say, however, in a record that will descend to future generations

that he is a man of wide sympathies and in all of his work has folldwi'd those constructive

practices and teachings which evil point the individual to higher and better things.

WILLIAM .L BAKTLEY.

William .1. Hartley, pii-sideiit of the Bridgeport F.iigineei iiig t'ompany. was born at

Vcigeiines. \ennont. the tliird oldest town in New I'.ngland. His father. -Jeremiah Bartley,

was of Scoti-h descent, tracing his ancestry baik through seven generations. The .\nierican

ancestor in the maternal line came to the iii'w world as a coh.ncd on the stall of General

La Fayette at the time ot the Kevolutionary war. .leremiah Hartley enlisted tliri'e times

for servii'c in the Civil war and three times was lioiunable discharged.

William .1. Bartley was one of eight cliihhi'ii. His educational opportunities were some-

what limiteil yet tliroiigli his own eflints he manaegd to make his w.iy through the high

school. When a youth ot liiit lifteen years he began working ami aided in the supjxirt of

his mother and other memlieis ot the family. His first task was that of pointing nails, for

which he receivi'd llftv I'cnts ]ier week, and when seventeen years of age he began learning

the tailor's trade, wliicli he mastered in two years. However, his natural trend was along

mechanical lines and this led him to abandon tailoring. In tin' .'arly days lie iliove a baker's

wagon and diil other odd jobs in order to supjiort himself ami his mother and he then

followed out his natural inclination by learning the machinist's trade, borrowing the

money with which to meet his e\peiisi-s while thus eiigageil. His laudable and commendable

ambition was also indicati'd in the fact tliat he winked his way through night scl 1 and

completed a four years' course in mechanics in three years, winning his diploma. He then

obtained his first position aloii;; that line, working at die sinking and tool making. From

the first he showed exiiert skill and advaneement came to him rapidly. In ISllS-ll he was

experimental engineer with the f orliss Steam Engine Company, having in the meantime

become recognized as an expert in the construction of combustion motins of al! kinds. He

also perfected \alveless engines and did consultation work with Dr. Diesel, inventor of the

Diesel oil engine, now used on all stibmarines. He likewise assisted in ])erfecting the first

gasoline electric tractor engine, which tractors were built for the 20-.\Iule Team Bora.\ Com-

pany and proved a great success. Mr. Bartley devoted the years l'.K)4 and 1905 to perfecting

the combustion motors iii increasing the economy and power and in l!)0(i and UH1T he was

niechaniial superintendent of the Moore Aiitoiiiohile Company. During the succeeding two
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years lit> was witli the Lake Subiiiaiinc ( onipaiiy, hir wliicli he afterward went to iMirope.

On ayaiii coiiiiii^ to tlie liiitcd States lie was runnnlril with tlie South N'orwalk ]ihint.

whcif till' liusincss iici'di'd hi> altcntioTi. lie Imilt tiLr hii^est testing iiiarhiiie e\iT m:iile,

now in tlie liiireaii of statisties at Washington. I). (. lie aNo Imilt tlie tanious auto thai

\Mpn the l-:if;iii I III. I road laee in I'.n.". and \\a^ ihiveu by doe Davidson, it haviri;; a unr-

hundred and thiity-two horse power motor. Tlu' coiiipany no« makes u oodworkinj;' ma-

ehinery of all kinds, eleetrie and eonipressed air turntaldes. lompressed air j;eared lioists,

wliieh are made altei paterits taken out by ,Mr. liitrtley. imieliine tends, planers and shapers.

disc grinders and auto top ehmk^. The plant lias a Ihoion;;!! ec|uipmerit and there are four

hundred employes, but they expiit mmiu to dmiblr tbi' size nt tin' building ,iiid thus

;ireatlv enlarge lludr eajiaeity. .Mr. Hartley owii^ ninety -si-\ en per cent ol the stoek of the

<'om)iany and has developed the busiiu'ss to it^ present evtcnsivi- proportions and has won

for tlie company its enviable nanu' for e.xpert enj;im'erin^ of all kinds.

Ill 111(1(1 .Mr. Hartley was married to Miss .Mary Hiiier. W liilr liandieapped in yuntli

liv verv limileil opportunities he is now a gentleman of broail and liberal eiiltiire. acquired

thidiigh e-\tensi\e travel in Kiissia. .Austria. (ieriiiaii>. Ci e. Italy. Switzerland, Holland,

Kranee. Heleium. Kngland and Scothinil. Stroiii; and persistent purpose has brought him

to liis present high standing in business idreles and nuiih of lii> work is the "last word"

along eniiineering lines.

•KilIX M. WHEKLKK.

One of the largest eoneeriis of its kind in the >tate i> the business of the Wheeler &

Howes t omptiny <if Bridgeport, dealing in coal, nuisons' supplies and grtiin. and it constitutes

an imjiortant faetor in the c-ominereial activity of the lity. The founder of this business

is ..John il. Wheeler, a venerable and well known citizens who is now living retired in

Bridgeport, where he has made his home for the [last si.\ty-four years. Mr. Wheeler was

horn in Trumbull, Connecticut, in f8:i."», and about 1S.5:! loeate'd in Bridgeport, where he

later engaged in the grocery business on State street for a few years. In 1864 he

I'stablished the business the outgrowth of which is the present Wheeler & Howes

Company. .Mr. Wheeler continued the business alone for two years and in 1S66 was

joined by William T. Howes under the lii m name of Wheeler i Howes. The location of

the business has always been at the east end of the Congress street briilge and there an

office building and warehouse of four stories was erected in 1893. It is lieie that tlie

masons' supplies are carried The coal is brought by water and in fact most of the products

handled by the firm are thus received and shipped, the corporation owning eight hundred

and fifty feet (d' dockage. The plant covers several acres and the Hriu employs about one

hundred people. They operate nine motor trucks and hire many other trucks in the busy

season and they also have a large team equipment.

•John M. Wheeler retired from active business in l!)().i and on the 1st of April. 1912,

the Wheeler & Howes Company was incorporated with William T. Howes as the president,

in which capacity he continued until his death in .luly, 1914. He was then succeeded by

Harrry A. Wheeler, a son of the original paitnei and founder of the business. Harry A.

Wheeler continued as president until his demise on the 17th of July, OKi, when John W.

Wheeler beeante president, witli William F.. Howes as secretary and treasurer. These gentle-

men direct the policy and shape the trade connections of the company, a spirit of enterprise

and ])rogress actuating them in all that they do.

In addition to his connection with this company John M. Wheeler, its promoter, was

for a luimber of years a director of the Bridgeport National Bank and dining the period

of his business activity he took rank among the Icailing business men and public-spirited
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citizens of tlie community. He liolds niembersliip in the Brooklawn and the Seaside Clubs

and his religious faith is indicated by his membership in Christ's church.

Mr. Wheeler was united in marriage to Miss Mary. Isabella Bertram, wlio was born in

Bridgeport in 1S47 and who passed away on the 1st of April, 1913. In their family were

six children, four of whom are living, .lohn W. Wheeler, sun of .John M. Wheeler, was born

in Bridgeport. April 13, 18T2, and was graduated from the academic department of Yale in

1895. He then became connected with the business of which he is now the head and is

active in direct iiig its interi'sts. On the 2ord of November, 1896, he was united in marriage

to Miss .lulin r. Staples, a daughter of Minor Staples, or Bridgeport, and a descendent of a

prominent (jid family of Fairlield county. They have one son, John W., Jr., Mr. Wheeler

IS a member of the University, Seaside and Brooklawn Country Clubs and is a well known
factor in both the social and business circles of the city.

CHARLES f LAKK SACXDKKS, PH. D.

Charles Clark Saunders is conducting The Crail School, a unique institution of Fairfield

county which meets a long-felt nec.l in educational circles, supplying the individual instruc-

tion and nil! to I)oys who for one cause or another need the special training that will fit

them for class work in the larger scliools. Professor Saunders is himself a Vale man and

liis entire life has practically been devoted to educational interests. He was born in Ston-

iiigton, (_(iniiccticut, June 23, l.sTti, a son of .John Barber and Julia Frances iXewton)

Saunders, both of whom were direct <lescendants of the (,luakers wlio settled Kliode Island

under Roger Williams.

Professor Saunders acijuired his early education in the Old South school and in the

Hartford high, and with the outbreak of the Spanish-American war in 1898 he enlisted for

Service in the navy. Following the conclusion of hostilities with Spain he ])re])ared for

entrance to the Sheffield Scientific School and was graduated therefrom with the class of

1906. Tlie G'rail School, of whicli lie is now the head master, was established in 1910 for

the purpose of teaching boys who for one reason or another fail to fit into the larger scliools

—the boy who is not doing satisfactory work and who does not receive the attention which

he needs. Fcirincrly the boy wlio did not lit in the larger schools almost inevitably dropped

into the so-called "tutoring school," an institution where cramming is the usual method.

Professor Saunders felt that this Avas not a correct system and established The (irail School

to put the boy wliere he should be in order to compete and go' along with others. It teaches

liini. not facts, but mctlioiN. It .Iocs not attempt to teach him trigonometry in a week or

lead liim to think that this i> a right, if possible, thing to do. But it endeavors to show tlie

reasons underlying formulae and figures, using- more helpful methods than can lie used in

the class of a large school. It does not make him learn by heart the plots of a dozen

masterpieces of iMiglis-h literature and the meaning of a few hundred hard words therein

contained and let liiin believe that he has thus prepared his English requirements. It rather

lalxjrs to beguile liis interest to tlie eiijuyment of the stories of Launcelot or Hannibal or of

Themistocles and make literature and history ajipear to him in a new light, presenting their

content with ajipeals more especially ada])ted to his particular mind than can be used by

the teacher of a class of fifteen or twenty. The special school is thus diametrically opposed

to the tutoring school as an institution for cramming ami fostering laziness. _ The need for

it springs from a fundamental characteristic of humanity—variation from the tyjie. It is a

most necessary siqqilciiient to the educational system. There are various reasons why a boy

does not get along in a large scliool: he may have been ill and have dropped behind; he may
be over dillident ; he may be too much interested in the imiuerous school activities to give

nrojier attention to his studies; he may never liave learned how to study. He consequently
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neeils citlicf to iiiiikc up for lust time or t(i be t;ui;ilit how to use liis iiiiiiil ami pxiirosw

himself as dlhcr boys do. In the' one lasi' he iicfils to f^o I'astor. in thi' othiT, sliiwcr, than

the luinnal rate of elussos. In either ease hv needs a sort of teaching mueh more special

and individual or. mueh more inli'nsive. than a lar^e S(du)ol can possibly give. He must he.

laught individually. Thi.s. in a nutshell, is the (irail .Method. lOach boy's case is stndieil

by itsidf. The reasons why he is backward are discovered. The work is proportioned exactly

to his needs. He is not hurried for the sake of others, lie understands each subject before

he advances. He is not held back for others. He is taught how to get at facts. Kach

Saturday lu' is tested on the week's work. Kach week a report is given to him and sent to

his parents. The results of this nuthod lia\c vindicated its worth. One parent told us

that his son had been going to school twelve years, and luui never known how to study until

after we had worked with him. that we taught him not simply facts but methods. The boys

who have gone to college ]>rcparcil by this nu'tliod ha\e stayed there and have done good

work. Several of the Grail pupils have been on the lioru>r roll at Vale. Ninety per cent

<if the subjects taught are passed, and as a further proof of the thoroughness of the methods,

the boys have done splendid work in college, some even becoming assistant instructors. In

its report the state board of education, after thoroughly inspecting the (irail School, spoke

of it as "an e.xcellent institution in a unii|Ue field." a n'putation that luis been honestly and

faithfully eariu'd. Professor .Saunders Tuakes another point of haviTig tlu- boys in a home

environnu'nt and atmosphere that will give them social life aiul stimulate all that is best in

behavior while at the same tinu> furnishing them with such pleasurable interests as boating,

bathing and tennis. As a furtln-r proof of the value of his methoils and aims ninety per

cent of the subjects are passed. The majority of the graihuites have uuule honor stands

in college, and none have ever failed on account of their preparation; sonu' have made

assistant professorships.

On the 22d of April. 1!)0«. I'rofessor Saunders was uuuried in New Haven to Miss Jlay

Ida ilcCleve, a direct descendant of Oliver Wolcott. a signer of the Deidaration of Inde-

jiendence, and they now liave twd children, t'harles ( lark, liorn November '2:i. l'.)14, in Fair-

field: and Lois .Julia. The jnirents are members of the Kairtield Congregational chiu'eh

and Professor .Saunders is identitied with Adeli)ln Lodge of JIasons. He belongs to the

Kairfield Civic Association, which indicates his ileep interest in community affairs, and he

also has membership with the Yale Alumni Association and the Quinnipiac Canoe Club.

HON. ALFRED B. BF:p:RS.

An enumeration of those men of tlu> present generation who have won honor and

public recognition for themselves and at the same time have honored the state to which

they belong, would be incomplete were there failure to make prominent reference to

Judge Alfred B. Beers. He holds distinctive precedence as an eminent lawyer and statesman,

as a man of high literary attainments and as a loyal and patriotic soldier. The ancestral

history of Jlr. Beers is most interesting, being closely connected with the period covering

colonial development and the organizatiim of the repuldic as wtdl as the years of latter-day

progress.

The line is traced down from .lames Beers, of (Jraveseud, Kent county. F.ngland. wIkj

died about lBli5. Not long afterward his two sons, .lames antl Anthony llecrs. canie to the

new world with their uncle, Richard Beers, settling in Watertown. ^lassacliusetts. After

several years they became residents of Fairfield. Connecticut, and witli tlie pioneer develo|>-

inent of the state were closely associated. Richard Beers was for many years a member

of the general court of ilassachusetts and served with the cidonial militia with the rank

of captain until he met death in the war that was waged against King Philip and
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his tribe. Anthony Beers was lost at sea in 1676. He left a son, Epiiraim, who was the

father of Ephraim Beers (11), and the latter had a son Daniel, who was born in 1745 and

removed to Ridgefield. C'onneetieut. When the colonies attempted to throw off the yoke of

British oppression he joined the (.ontinental troops and aided in defending Danbury and

Ridgefield when Tryon made his attaek thereon. The ne.xt in the line of descent was
Edmond Beers, whose son Jonathan was born in 1789. He became a resident of Vista. West-

chester county. New York, where he passed away in 186S. He was the grandfather of Alfred

B. Beers of this review. The father. Alfred Beers, Sr., became identified with the Naugatuck
Railroad in 18.51 and so continued initil 1886. He married a daughter of Leander Bishop, of

Stamford, Connecticut, who was a brother of Alfred Bishop, for a long period a well known
contractor and railroad builder who resided in Bri<lgeport. These two were sons of William

Bishop, of iStaniford. Connecticut, who traced his ancestry back to John Bishop, one of the

lirst ministers of Stamford. His granduiutlier was a descendant of Dr. Charles McDonald,

of Scotch birth, who came to America prior to the Revolutionary war. When the call

to arms was heard he immediately responded, joining the ('ontinental army, with which he

served throughout the entire period of hostilities that terminated in American independence.

He participated in the capture of Fort Ticonderoga and at the battle of White Plains,

New York, in 1776, won distinction through his bravery. Following the attainment of

national liberty he became identified with the medical profession and successfullv practiced

at I'ort Chester, New York, until his death, which occurred about 1842.

It will tlius be seen that Judge Alfred B. Beers comes of a most loyal and patriotic

ancestry that has figured in connection with American interests and development in both the

paternal and maternal lines tlirongh many generations. He was liorn at New Rochelle,

New York, April 23, 1845, and was tlierefore but six years of age when in 1851 his parents

removed to Bridgeport, where he attended botli public and private schools. The spirit that

has made tlie name of Beers a synonym for patriotism in New England was manifested by

him after the outbreak of tlie Civil war. It was at first believed that hostilities could last

for but a brief period, but when it was demonstrated that both sides had determined upon

victory even at the cost of a long and sanguinary eonfiict, Mr. Beers at once offered his

services, enlisting on the 5th of September, 1861, for a three years" term as a member

of Company I. Sixth Connecticut Volunteer Infantry. With his command he participated

in the bombardment of Hiltonhead. South Carolina, and in the battle of Pocotaligo, West

Virginia, after which he was honorably mentioned in the report of the commanding general

for biavery and meritorious conduct during that engagement. He was also in the siege of

Fort Pulaski, lieorgia, in the military actions at James Island, South Carolina, and at

Morris Island, also in the siege and assault on Fort Wagner and the siege of Charleston,

South Carolina. At tlie close of his three years' term he veteranized as a member of the

same regiment and took )iart in the campaign of 1864 against Richmond, Virginia, also the

siege of Petersburg and in the engagements at Deep Botton, Deep Run, Chapin's Farm and

Laurel Hill on the north side of the James river in 1864. In the encounter at Deep Rim
he was wounded. During his second term of enlistment he was advanced from the rank of

first sergeant of Company I to that oi captain of Company B in the same regiment. He

took part in the bombardment of Fort Fisher, North Carolina, and in the charge upon and

capture of tliat place under Ceneral Terry in January, 1865. He was also on active duty in

the capture of Wilmington. North Carolina, February 22, 1865, and in the advance upon

Goldsboro, North Carolina, in ^larcli and April of the same year, being honorably discharged

from the service with the rank of captain at New Haven. Connecticut, August 21. 1865,

wlu'n but twenty years of age. having in the meantime rendered almost four years of

military duty to his coiuitry.

Following liis return home Mr. Beers devoted his time and attention to study and to

general business interests until 1867. In that year he entered upon the stud}- of law and

four years later, or in 1871. was admitted to practice before the Fairfield coimty bar.
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He bi'ciuiu" a partner of the IJuii. David 1!. J^iickwooil as a member of tlie firm of Lockwood

iS Beers, and tlie association was maintained for twenty-six years or until tlie deatli of

the senior i)artner. Tlir(nij;luint tlie intervening; period tlie lirm had oeeiipied a commandint;'

position among the legal practitioners of the state, the patronage accorded them being of a

large and distinctively representative character. In 1ST2 Judge Beers was a]>[iointeil clerk

of the city court of Bridgeport and in 1875 was made assistant city attorney. Two years

later, or in 1877, through election in the state legislature, he was made judge of the city

court and was chosen fur that oflice at each succeeding session of tlie legislatnic until isu:j,

when he declined to serve for a longer period, having remained upon the bench for sixteen

years. Jle then concentrated his attention ui]on the private practice of law until -luly, 18'.)7,

when he entered ujion a two years' term as city attorney and on the cspiiatiun m that

peiiod he was reai)l)ointe<l. His success in a |irofessional way alfoids tlie be>t evidence ol

his ca]iabilities in this line. He is a strong advocate with the jury and concise in his appeals

before the court. He displays a natural discrimination as to legal ethics and is so thoroughly

well read in the minutiae of the law that he is able to base his arguments upon thorough

knowledge of and familiarity with jirecedents and to present a case upon its merits, never

failing to recognize the main point at issue anil never neglecting to give a thorough prepara-

tion. He is strong in argument, clear in his reasoning, and his oratory, clotliing the sound

logic of truth, carries conviction to the minds of his hearers. Jlerit has enabled liini

to mount the ladder of fame. A contemjiorary biographer has written: "As a judge

Alfred B. Beers dischargeil the duties of his oliice with marked lidelity, stern integrity ami

inflexible honesty, holding the scales of justice evenly balanced and reiulering his decisions

unmoved by sympathy and unawed by clamor. As a lawyer he is devoted to his clioseu

profession and brings to its practice a clear and logical mind, a retentive memory, a confidence

in his cause upon its merits, and a thorough hatred of trickery and shams. He is careful in

the preparation of his cases, ready in speech as an advocate and honest in his claims for

his client, and he has taken part in many of the im])ortant trials in Fairfield county and in

arguments before the supreme court of the state. As a man he is possessed of a genial

and kindly nature, is afl'able in intercourse with his fellows, and with a personal character

above reproach he is esteemed and honored as an ujiright and conscientious Christian gentle-

man."

On the 2Utli of February, 1872. .ludge Beers was married to Jliss C'allie T. House, of

Vineland, Xew Jersey, a daughter of William House, who was a brother of Royal E. House,

the inventor of the House ]irinting telegraph system. Tlie two brothers were interested in

the project and William House aided in the construction of the first telegraph line erected

in this country—the line from Baltimore to Washington, Judge and Mrs. Beers have

become parents of four children: Alfred B.. Henry IL. Ralph T. and Jlary E.. but the last

named has passed away.

•Judge Beers has taken active and helpful part in piomoting many public project>. He

was for a number of years a member of the yoldiers' Hospital Board of the state and was

made chairman of its executive committee, in which conuection he devoted much time,

thought and effort to perfecting the magnificent institution known as Fitch's Home for the

Soldiers and also the Connecticut Soldiers' Hospital at Xoroton, Connecticut. The Bridgeport

public library has found in him a faithful and efl'ective champion. He assistid in its estab-

lishment and long served as one of its directors. He likewise became a director of the

Standard Association, publishing the Bridgeport Dailj- Standard, and was also interested in

the Eaton. Cole i Burnham Company and in the Bri<lgeport Electric Light ( ompany. His

name is indeed an honored one in Grand Army circles, for he has been not only one of

the most prominent representatives of the organization in Connecticut but also in the

country. He was commander of Elias Howe, Jr., Post, No. 3, (i. A. R., of Bridgepcat in

1870 and ten years later was chosen commander of the Department of Connecticut for a two

years' term. In 1912. at the national encampment held in Los Angeles. California, lie was
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elected commaiuler-in-uliicf of tin- (Jraml Army of tlie Republic of the United States and

served with distinction in lliat [losition for a year. He belongs also to tlie New York

('ommanderj^ of the Loyal Legion and he has membership in the Seaside Chili, tlie Alfioiujnin

Club and the Republican Chih as well as in the Masonic fraternity. Recognizing the duties

and obligations as well as the privileges of citizenship, he has long stanchly espoused the

principles in \\ liirli he bclie\es and he is a well known figure at the republican conventions

of the state, where his opinions carry weight and iiiHuence. .Judge Beers has ever borne himself

with such signal dignity and honor as to gain the respect of all. He has been and is distinc-

tively a man of allairs. A strong mentality, an invincible courage, a most determined indi-

viduality have so entered into his make-up as to render him a natural leader of men and a

director id' npiiiioii.

WILLIAM E. PRLMROSE

The multiplicity of products manufactured in Bridgeport justly entitles the city to its

reputation as being the industrial center of Connecticut. Among the establishments which

are contrihnting factors to this position which the city holds is the Challenge Cutlery Com-

pany, of wliiili William E. Primrose is the secretary and treasurer. He became r'on-

nected with the undertaking at its inception. He was born in New York city, September

19. 1863, a son of Edward and .Jane Primrose, who in 1864 removed with their family to

Naugatuck, Connecticut. The son there acquired a high school education and afterward

learned his trade with the Connecticut Cutlery Company. Still later he was with the James

D. Frary Cutlery Company of Bridgeport and afterward occupied the responsible position

of foreman with the Hatch & Holmes ilanufacturing Company.

Mr. I'rimrose was one of the organizers and original stockholders of the Challenge

Cutlery Com]iany, first acting as superintendent, but later he was elected its secretary and

treasurer, in wliirli connection he is now bending his energies to promoting the successful

management and control of the business. This company was established in 1899 by Walter

j\[. Taussig, of New York, now prcsiiU'ut, the other ollicers being Charles F. Wiebusch of

New York, vice jiresident; and William E. Primrose, secretary and treasurer. -The company

bought out the Hatch Manufacturing Company and consolidated the plant with the Chal-

lenge Razor Works, wliich had Ikm'ii in Bridgeport since 1889. The company manufactures

Iioeket cutlery ami razors and in addition to the Bridgeport plant has a sales office in New

Y"ork. Tlieir goods are sold all over the worhl. They employ from one hundred and tifty to

two hundred and fifty people, mostly skilled labor. They manufacture a line of over one

tliousand dill'erent items and make many special brands for customers. Their plant com-

]irises a three-story building two hundred and sixty by fifty feet, a two-story building one

hundred and fifty by fifty feet and a one-story building one hundred by fifty feet, wliich

!< used as the forge department. Tiieirs has become one of the large concerns of the kind in

the United States and its ramifying trade interests not only cover this country but various

foreign lands as well and the extent of their sales makes this one of the foremost pi-oductive

industries of Bridgeport.

In is.s:! Mr. Primrose was united in marriage to Miss Isabella Unwin. wlio was born in

Englanil and came to Pennsylvania in her infancy witli an aunt, later removing to Middle-

bury, Conneiticut. Jlr. and .Mrs. Primrose have five children: Clill'ord M., Clarence E. and

Fred, all of wlnini are in the factory; William E., who died at the age of twenty-six years;

and Edward, who is a cliemist.

Mr. Primrose is a member of the New England Order of Protection, of the Knights of

the Maccabees, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Sons of St. George. He also has
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iiu'iiilii'islii|i ill the liii(l{;c|iort (lull :iiicl lio ;iiv('s his iiolitical ullofjiaiicc Ici I he n'|iiililii-iiii

[larty. He takes a very active and iiilliieiitial pait in piililie aHuirw and has been a nienilier

(if tile l)uard of aldcimen fiir five terms, miw aetin^' as its jiresident. He is one of (lie eii(er-

Jirisinj; men of the day. thiiUf;lit fill, earin'st, deleniiiiied and progressive, and he iiexer stops

short of the sueeessful fiiltillnient of his purpose and tlie e(|iially sueeessfiil execution of liis

plans.

XATHAXIKL W. lilSIKtl'

An aetivi' tiuure in support of proL:res>ive ei\ic alfairs ami a iiiosi eiitei|irisiiif; Ijnsiness

iiiaii. Xathaiiiid W. Hisho|i has done iiiiiih to shape and direct the niodein development of

Bridficport. He is today recojinizi'd as one of (he prominent contractors of Connecticut,

tieini; president of tlie H. H. I'ierce. .li'., (.iiiii|iaiiy and also president of 1 he Iron Leilgi;

(.hiarrv (onipany. He was horn in Hrid^icport. -iiily Kl. l.sii."). a son of William 1). and .liilia

Ann (Tomlinsonl Hishoji and a di'scendant ot Kcv. .lolin liishop, a riiiitaii divine, who was

pastor of the cliiirch at Stamford in Ui4;i, The amestral line comes down to Alfred Bishop,

who was horn December 21. IT'.IS. After teacliin>; school for a time in his native town of

.Stamford he took up the occupation of farmiiiy in New .lersey. which was an initial step

toward the huildinn of canals and railroads, which became his great life work. It is

said that while farmine' lie accurately estimated with picka.xe, shovel and wheelbarrow the

cost of ic'iiio\iiiL; earth to varying distances. At lengtli he took up the line indicated and

in ISMC) removed from New dersey to Bridgeport in order to enter upon tlie work of rail-

road building. His Hrst contract was for the construction of the Honsatonic Railroad, now

know II as the Berkshire division of tlie New York. New Haven & Hartford. The [iroject

was tirst agitated in ls:i.) ami developed from a movement to build a canal trom Saug.itnck

to Xew .Milford. A charter was obtained for the building of the road and it was this

project wliicli lonstitutcd the initial step in Bridgeport's upbuilding, for it led to the ciui.

version of the borough into a city. In May. isilli. a city charter was secured and with

the building of the road ilr. Bishop's name became closely associated with the early progress

and industrial growth of Bridgeport. He was also the builder of the Morris canal in Xew

Jersey, the bridge at Karitan, Xew Brunswick, and the old Honsatonic, Berkshire, Wash-

ington and Saratoga. Xaugatiick, Xew York and Xew lla\eii Kailidads. His iirojects steadily

increased in extent and in importance and while planning enterprises he bccainc suddenly ill

and passed away .liinc 11, ]S4'.1. The Honsatonic Kailroad was planned and woik begun

before Mr. Bishop removed to Bridgeport, where lie carried forward the project to

successful completion, and to him is due the credit for the complete system of railroad

communication wliicli Bridgeport has. He died just prior to the completion ul the Xaugatuck

road, of which liis son. William I). l!islio]i. became presidinit and his graiiiNon. W'. I). Bishop,

Jr., a director.

William I). Bishop was born .Sejitember 14. 1S27, in Bloomlield, Xew Icisey. ami was

graduated friuii Yale in 1.849. He seemed to have inherited his fatliei's (alent for the

development and management of railroads. He became president of the Naiigatiick road in

1S.55 and served until 1807, when he became president of the Xew York & .New Haven Kail

road and so continued until ^larcli 1. 1.S70, when he was comjielled to resign because of ill

health. The road was built by his fatlier in connection witli Sidney (i. Miller, the (iroject

being begun in l.S4li. while the work was comiiletcd in .Yiigiist. 1S4S. In IS.S.'i Mr. Bishop

was recalled to the presidency of the X'augatuck road and served until I'.Mi:;, during which

time the road achieved its greatest prosperity. He retired in the latter year because of

poor health and was succeeded by liis son, William I). Bishop, .Ir.. as |iresideiit. William

IX Bishop served as a trustee of the Bridgejioit Protestant ()rpliaii Asylum and was
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a generous c-uiitributor to diai'ity and philantliropic work, but liis giving was always of a

most unostentatious character.

Natlianiel W. Bisliop attenileil the scliools of tliis city and tlien pursued an academic

course in Vale, being gradiuited from the law department with the class of 1889. He

entered upon the jjractice of his |>rofession in connection with Charles Sherwood, with whom

he was associated for two years. He then became a partner in the law firm of Chamberlin,

Bishop & Hull, wliich had an existence covering three or four years, and later he practiced

in partnershi]! with Judge Stoddard, of Xew Haven, for a year. On the expiration of that

period he became the secretary and manager of the American Ordnance Company and occu-

pied those positions for a year. In 1898, following the outbreak of the Spanish-American

war, he joined the United States Navy, with which he served for a year, becoming a lieutenant

of the junior grade of the Third Division of the Xaval Battalion of Bridgeport. His next

business position was that of secretary of the Bridgeport Steamboat Company, of which

he remained an officer until the company .sold out to the New York, New Haven & Hartford

Railway Company, at which time he became an active factor in tlie management and con-

trol of the B, 0. Pierce, Jr., Company as vice president and in 1911 succeeded Mr. Pierce

in the jiresidency, also becoming president of tlie Iron Ledge Quarry Company, an auxiliary

of the other corporation. The company does all kinds of large contract work and has

erected manv important public buildings and lias iloiie much work in the construction of

dams and railroads, being well equipped to handle great engineering projects and in fact all

kinds of contract work. Moreover, ilr. Bishop is financially interested in sevei'al other lead-

ing business enterprises, being now a director of the Connecticut National Bank, the Bridge-

port Housing Company and the Morris Plan Company.

On the 31st of October, 1889, in Bridgeport, Mr. Bishop was married to Miss Alice L.

Warner, a daughter of Dr. I, De Ver Warner, of the Warner Brothers Company. They have

three children, Warner, Alfred and Nathaniel. In club circles Mr. Bishop is well known and

he has been again and again called uiion for executive work in connection therewith, so

that he is now jiast president of the University, of the Brooklawn and of the Contemporary

„Clubs. For seven or eight years he served on the board of education of Bridgeport and is a

most pulilic-si)irited citizen, cooperating in all the well defined plans and measures to advance

the upbuihling and promote the substantial progress of his city and supporting all those

nu-asiire? wliich are put forth to improve sanitary and housing conditions and render public

utilities ui every class more adeiiuate. Nor is he forgetful of the opportunities for beautify-

ing tlLc city. In a word, his aid and intluence are given in support of every measure that is

of real public benefit.

JULIUS ALBERT KEICHERT.

Julius Albert Reichert, who is jvmior partner of the New Englaiiil Ico Cream Comiiaiiy,

has gained the success which he now enjoys through his own well directed enterjirise anil is

recognized as an able and reliable business nuan. He was liorii in Cernuiny on tlie l-'Nt of

April, IHiiT. and received a good education there, attending the hiwry scliools and a Latin

school as well. Later he worked as a blacksmith and horseshoer there for two and a half

years and at the end of that time emigrated to the I'nited States, arriving in New York

citv in is8:i, when about sixteen years of age. He at once came to Bridgeport, Connecticut,

where he worked for a year, after which he was employed in New York city for a similar

period.

Mr. Reichert then returned to Bridgeport and for one year was in the employ of Jacob

Huber and for four years was with the C. D. Lane Ice Cream Company, during which time he

learned the business thoroughly. During the last year that he was witli that coi.iiiaiiy
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he also conducted a store ou Slate street between Clinton and Colorado streets and for

several years devoted his entire attention to its management. About 18'J7 he sold the

store but for a year or so before that time had been in the employ of Clitlord H. Booth,

the owner of the Xew Knghuid Peanut Tally Com|)aiiy. In ISUO he was given eliarge of lliat

plant and remained superintendent thereof until IS'J'J, when he again went to work for the

Huber ice cream company. About I'.Mio, however, he was taken into partnership by Clillord

H. Booth, his former employer and the proprietor of the New England Ice Cream Comjiany.

As Mr. Booth is a nonresident, the management of the factory, wliich is located at Xo. 124

Colorado avenue, devolves upon Mr. Reicheit. who is exceptionally well qualified for tliat

position because of his long practical connection with the manufacture of ice cream. The

l)lant has been at the present location for seventeen years and during that time its output

has been increased many fold. In lilOO there were but three employes, while now there are

twenty-one, and three automobiles and two team.s are required to make the deliveries in the

city, although in 1900 a single one-liorse wagon sulliced for that purpose. Constant vigilance

is exercised to maintain the purity of the product, only the best materials are used and as a

result of this insistance upon high standards the trade has shown a steady growth from year

to year.

Mr. Eeichert married iliss Augusta Freyler, a daugliter of Ernest and Lena (Huber)

Freyier. To Mr. and ilrs. Keichert lias been born a son, Ernest William, wlio is twenty-

four years of age. He was educated ni the |niblic and high schools of Bridgeport and for

eight years has been associated with his father in tlie ice cream business, wliich he under-

stands thoroughly.

Mr. Reiehert, Sr., is a stanch supporter of the lU-mocratic party. Fraternally he is con-

nected with the Sons of Herman and lie is also identitied with the Bridgeport Schwaben

Sick and Benefit Association. His membership in the (iernian Reformed church indicates the

intere^t which he feels in the moral welfare of his community, and in all relations of life

he has so ordered his conduct that he has won the unqualified respect of all who have been

associated with him.

HON'. XATHAXIEL WHEELER.

With many public activities which had to do with the material, intellectual, municijjal

and moral development of Bridgeport and the state. Hon, Xathaniel Wheeler was closely

connected, so that his life record is inseparably interwoven with its history. To marked

administrative power and executive ability he added notable mechanical ingenuity and initia-

tive, which resulted in inventions of various useful devices. Moreover, he had the prescience

to recognize much of what the future had in store for the sewing machine industry and he

became connected with it at the beginning. In fact, he contributed perhaps more than any

other individual to the development of the business and thus added to America's reputation

for the invention and manufacture of useful devices which have largely revolutionized the

world's work.

Mr. Wheeler was born in Watertown. Connecticut. September T. 1820. a son of David

and .Sarah iDe Forest) Wheeler and a lineal descemlant in the seventh generation of Moses

WTieeler. a native of Kent, England, who came to the new world about 1038 and received an

allotment of land in X'ew Haven in 1645. He settled in Stratford. Connecticut, in 1648 and

from him are descended the members of the family of which Xathaniel Wheeler was a rep-

resentative. His father. David Wheeler, was a carriage manufacturer, and before attaining

his majority Xathaniel Wheeler learned the trade with hi> father, displaying considerable

skill and inventive genius in that connection. On reaching adult age lie took over the car-

riage making business, which he conducted independently for five years, his etl'orts being
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attended with suceess. Wliile lie eoiitimied "in manufacturing lines, he turned his atteiitiun

to the making of a varied line of minor metal articles anil substituted machinery for liand

labor, thus greatly reducing the cost of production. He early displayed the practical ability

and ingenuity wliicli marked his later career, and each step which he made in business was a

forward one, bringing him a broader outlook and wider o|)portunitics. In 1848 he became

a partner of ilcssrs. A\ancn and Woodrulf of tlie same town, aiLil a new factory was built,

after which the entire management of the bu>ine>s was placed in the liands of .Mr. Wheeler.

Success attended his etlorts, and the lirm, operating under the name of Warren. W'lLeeler &

Woodruff', prospered as the years went by. The new firm erected a building for the enlarged

business, of which Mr. Wheeler took entire charge. In a short time he recognized the fact

that tlie plant could be still further utilized and it was wliile seeking something new to man-

ufacture that he becami' interested in the machine witli which his whole busine^s life was

identified.

I'ilias Howe had ]iatented a machine in 1S4<1. I rude and imperfect as it was, it was.

undoubtedly the first im]iortant step towar<l a [iractical sewing machine, although other

inventors in this cinintry and Kurope hail tried. The American inventor, however, whose

work in this field first reached satisfactory results was Allen B. Wilson, a native of Cortland,

New York. It was in 1S47 that, while working as a journeyman cabinetmaker in Adrian,

^lichigan. he conceived the idea of a sewing macliine. with no knowledge of what others

had thought or done in that direction. While employed at liis trade in I'ittslield in ls4,s he

eom]deted the drawing of his projecti'd machine and in tlie following spring produced a coin-

]ileted model. Altliough not a machinist and unable to proline suitable tools, he made every

part of the machine, whether of wood or metal, with his own hands. Its essential parts

were a curveil. eye-pointed needle, a tw o-|iiiiiiteil shuttle making a stitch at each forward and

back iiioveinent. and a twd-motion feed, which lllll^istell of a serrated bar hnrizoiitally

rei'i|pri)cated. and. being constantly in contact willi tlic cloth, moved the material torwaid

at the proper time by the forward inclination of the teeth, and receded while the material

was held in position by the needle before the latter was withdrawn tlierefrom. Authorities

agree that this was tlii' first machine ever coiistruitiil tliat inrluded a device that m any

e.xti'iit met the requirements of a feed which would ciiabh' tlie operator to contnd at will

the diieifion of the stitching and thus sew continnoiis seams either straight or curved ot any

length, or to turn corners at any angle. In .May. 184'.i. Mr. Wilson built a second machine

of tile same |daii but of better construction at Ninth .\ilaiii>, Massachusetts, and on the

l:2tli of Xoveiiiber, I.Sol), secured a I'nited States patent thereon. He was not yet satisfied

and brought out a third machine, which supplanted tlie sliuttle by a rotating hook and

reciprocating bobbin, while the 1 w (.p-iiiot imi feed gave way to a segmental screw feed. A
jiatent for tliis w;is isMied August 12, 1S51. lint the iiiveiitoi'. desiring greater perfection,

devised a machiiie with rotary hook and statioiiaiy bubbiii. for which he obtained a patent

June l."). ]8.)2. This also contained aiiotlier most important improvement which .Mr. Wilson

descrilied but did not (daiiii in his application for a patent, but for which he obtaintij a

]iatent Decemlier I'.l. IX'A. This was the celebrati'd four-motion feed, which in some form

or other has Ihtii ailo|iteil mi almost all sewing niarliiues.

Possessing much iiiechaiiical skill and ingenuity, .\lr. Wiieeler at once recognized tlu'

value of .Mr. Wilson's inventions and iMitered into an agreement with E. Lee & fompany. of

New York, then controlling the ]iatent. to buihl five liundred nuichines at Watertowii. This

done, he arranged with Mr. Wilson to superintend the maiiufactiu'e of the macliines. Not

loll" afterward new arrangements were entered into and with the terminatinn of the

relations with the Xew York firm a partiiersliip was funned between Messrs. Warren,

Wheeler, Woodiutf and Wilson under the style of Wheeler, Wilson & Company, for the

development nf -Mr. Wilson's inventions and tm the manufacture and sale of sewing

machines emliodyiiig liis devices. The Wheeler i Wilson sewing niachine was soon put

tipontlie market and not only was introduced tor family use but also lor light iiiamitactiu -
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ing. .\Ir. Wilson iiimli' iiiiiPidvciiuiits trcmi tiini' to tun.', us.sistcil hv Mr. Wln'iU'i'. \vin)

ovgaiiizeil tlu' l>ii>iiii'>-s ami visiiali/i'd tlir iilca> of Mr. \\ ilsun in clcliiiitc I'oiiii. loailini; to tlic

iU'Vt'lo|mieiit ol a iiiarliino ini('i|ualcil on tlo' luaikrl. His lahois in nianulartnre and in

liromotiiig sali's l)rouj;lil inimediatc and substantial ii'sulls and tin* business continually

glow and dcvi-lopcd. It was not lnui; bffuii' the niacliincs wrif in successful iiperation iu

New York. Hoston, l'liiladel|>liia and ol her lar^e lities. In October. 1H5:1. the Wheeler

& Wilson .Manutactuiin;; t'unipany was orj;anizcd umler the laws of I omiecti<iit, with .\li.

Wheeler as j;eMcral manager. 'I'he ca]]ital of the company was one hundred anil sixty

thousand dollars, the patents being valued at om> liundred thousand dollars and the niaehiiMi\

and stock at sixty thousand dollars. Durini; the crucial period in tlu' enterprise .Mr. Wlicclci'

acted as gi'uei'al manager and executi\e head of the company tor a year or two and in

18")") he was elected to the presidency of the comi)any and so continued until Ills demise. .Mr.

Wilson retired from active [larticipation iu the business about l.S.")4. l)ut received a regular

salary and also considerable sums on tlii' renewal of his patents until his ih'ath April :-".i.

ltS«H. It has been declared by liigli autliority that liis rotary liook ami stationary bobbin

constitute an invention as ali>olutcly original, ingenious and ellerti\e as any to be found in

the whole range of nu'cliauics and oni' which lias never failed to excite the uncjualifiod

admiration of experts.

In l.S.")l) there was ell'ectcd a rcnuival of the business from Watertown to Bridgeport and

.Mr. Wheider liecame a resilient of the latti'r idty. lie conccntiated his energies upon tlie

furthci' developuu'nt and im]iro\ement of the sewing machine and gained world-wide fauu'

in this connectiim. His laliors were an (dement in replacing the first crudities ol sew uig

nuiehine manufaiture l)y improvid parts tliat nnide [iractical a perfect maclnne. A con-

tempoi'arv writer has said: "As an iinentor he was versatile, creating in some instances

himself and in other instances jointly patents for inventions in wood tilling compounds,

power transmitters and machinery for ])olisliing needle eyes. He also invented refrigerators,

pioduceil a system of ventilating railwiiy cars and also heating and \entilating buildings.

He also brought forth a multitude of devii'cs rcsidting in the present lii.gli standard of

methods in the construction of a sewing machine." His labors led to the development of

one of the largest industrial concerns of the northeast, line of ilr. Wheeler's first steps

taken after the removal to Bridgeport was to enlarge the output. With increased factory

sjiace lie secured adilcil machinery at an e.xpcnditiu'c of a few thousand dollars, whicli

to many of the stockholders seemed like reckless extravagance. The output at tluit

tinu' liad reached twenty-five machines a day. which it was lielieved would easily supjdy

the world's demand, and even Mr. Wheeler expected success but little greater. However,

the business not only steadily but ra])idly increased and in 1850 the capital stock was

advanc(d to four hundred thousand dollars and in 1S6T, througli special act of toe state;

legislature, was increased to one million dollars. In ISTS a disastrous fire destroyed jiart

of the (ilant. but it was at once rebuilt and from time to time further additions have bi'cu

nuide until the lactcpry today covers fifteen acres. In recognition of Mr. Wheeler's services

in this de|iarlmcnt of industry Ice was decorated at the World's Kxposition in Vienna in

l.STIi with the Imperial Onler of Francis Joseph and at the Kxposition luiviMsclle. ludd in

I'aris in I.SIS'.), he received the cross of the Legion of Honor of France. Jlany other inipm--

tant business enterprises aside from the great industry developed liy the Wheeler & Wilson

Company |irollted by the active cooperati(m or hnancial support of Mr. Whccdcr. In fact,

his labors were a diiect and continuous stimulus to the business activity and gidwtli ot the

city. He was one of the incorporators and a trustee of tin' People's Savings Bank, a dii-ector

of the Bridge])ort tity Bank, of the Bridgeport Hydraulic ('cnnpany. the Bridgeport Horse

Kailway Company, the I'airfield Rubber Company, the Willinnintic Linen Company and

the \cw 'S'ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Company. He was also an active mem))cr

of the Bridgeport Board of Trade and in fact his activities were ever of a character that

contributed to public progress as well as to indiviilual success.
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In 1842 Mr. Wheeler was united in marriage to Jliss Hulda Bradley, of Watertown.

who died in 1875, leaving four ehildren: ilartha, deceased; Samuel H., who after his father's

death became president of the \\heeler & Wilson Manufacturing Company; Ellen B., the

wife of Edward Harral, of Fairfield; and Anna B., deceased. For his second wife he chose

Mary E. Crissj', of Xew Canaan. They had four sons, of whom two are living, Archer

Crissy and William Bishop. The eldest, Henry De Forest, and the youngest Arthur

Penoj'er, are both deceased.

Of the liome of Jlr. Wheeler it has been said: "The quaint and magnificent structure

which he built and lived in for many years, there passing away, bears mute and striking-

testimony to his altruistic temperament." Those qualities wliicli make up what we term

character were in Mr. Wheeler of such a nature as made him not only a leader but

one of tlie most honored of men. In the midst of multitudinous duties and responsibilities

connected witli his business he ever found time to cooperate in affairs of public importance

and was indeed a most public-spirited citizen, actively and helpfully interested in the

welfare of his city and state. He serve<l as a member of tlie Bridgeport board of education

from its organization until a short time prior to his death. He was a member of the

building committee of both the Bridgeport high school and of the Fairfield county court-

liouse. He was likewise one of the most active members of the building commission which

had charge of the erection of the present beautiful state capitol at Hartford. He was one

of the chief promoters of Seaside Park and one of the moat generous donors to that enter-

prise. He was also one of the founders and the first (jresident of the Seaside Club. He

was the largest contributor to .St. .John's church fund and was instrumental in

making ilountain Grove cemetery the beautiful burying ground that it is today.

While he liad no ambition in the way of office holding, he felt that he owed a duty of service

to his city and a number of years was a member of the Bridgeport common council and

he also represented his district in the Connecticut house of representatives from 1866 until

1872 inclusive, while in 187.'i and 1874 he served as state senator. Otherwise he repeatedly

declined higlu'r jiolitical honors. He was a loyal supporter of the democratic party and was

never afraid to voice his honest convictions. He had a personality which seemed to fairly

radiate energy. He was resourceful and combhied higli executive and administrative

jiowers witli great inventive ability. It has been said that one's character can best be

judgeil by the treatment of employes and in this relation Mr. Wheeler was largely ideal. He

not only evinced a spirit of fairness and justice but was continuously displaying a dee]i

interest in the welfare of those in his employ. He was ever a friend of the poor and needy

and was most charitable. His deeds of kindness were unostentatiously performed, for he

folhiweil the mandate not to let the left hand know wliat the right hand doetli. He developed

in the breadth of his spirit and his view of life, just as his own business interests c-vpanded,

and just as his industrial interests grew to mammoth proportions, so did his own nature

grow into tlie likeness of broad and perfect manliood.

ELWIN K. HYDE.

A ]irolitable nianutactory doe> not dc[ieiid ^oIely upon the excellence of the product but

must look as well to tlie careful organization of the business and the tliorougli systemization

of all de]iartnicnts. Watchful of all details pointing to success, Elwin R. Hyde has carefully

oroanized and developed his interests until the Bridgeport Safety Emery Wheel Company, of

which he is the Iiead, is now enjoying a very satisfactory and growing patronage.

Mr. Hvde is numbered among those capable business men who constitute Massacliusetts"

contribution to the citizenship of Connecticut. He was born in West Chesterfield. Mas.sa-

chusetts, Marcli 19. ISjl. a son of Eufus and Catherine (Olds) Hyde. In early colonial days
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the Hyde family was cstablislu'd ii\ Xoiuich, Comu'iticut. ami [uior to the Revolutionary

war representatives of the name went to Massaehusetts, in which state Kiifna Ilyile was

born and reared, lie became a manufaeturer of saw and plane handles and other wood-

working products and after carrying on the business for a time in Massachusetts removed

to Wilmington, \'ermont, where hi- resided a few years then returned to Massachusetts,

where he had a. mill on the Little river at Rowe, in 18C9. ami both he and his wife were

caught in the Hood of that year and were drowiu'd. They left a family of four sons:

Elwin K.; C. L.. who is luiw residinj; in I'lvanston. Illinois, and is the Chicago representative

of the .Safety Kniery Wheel Company of S|)ringfield, Ohio: David B., who died in l'.tl4; and

Oscar H.. living in St. I.ouis and extensively interested in the Safety Emery Wheel Com-

[lany, of Springfield, Ohio.

Klwin R. Hyde acquired a public school education :ind :ilterward spent a year in the

Weslevan Academy at Wilbraham, Massachusetts, meeting the expenses of that course

through his own labor, for the tlood had wiped out all of the family property and left the

boys destitute. For a short time he was employed in a wood-working i^hop and then started

out upon the road in 1S74. He is one of the oldest representatives of the emery wheel busi-

ness, having been for forty-tliree years connected therewith. He started out with the

Northampton Emery Wheel ( ompany of Leeds, llassachusett--. in 1ST4. as a traveling sales-

man and later began business on his own account with his three brothers and Daniel T.

Homan. They opened a plant at Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1880, under the name of the

Springfield Glue & Emery Whi'cl Cumpany. ami in 1S9(» a removal was made to Bridgeport,

at which time the name was changed to the Springfield Emery Wheel JIanufacturing Com-

pany. They erected a factory building on Howard avenue, Mr. Hyde left that company

about l'^92 and for a decade conducted a private business in the same line, establishing a

factory in tliat line at 82 Knowlton street, where the plant has ever since been located.

In 1903. however, lie organized the business as the Bridgeport Safety Emery Wheel Com-

pany. Incorporated, of which he became the treasurer and mamiger, with D. T. Homan as

president and M. P. Hyde as secretary. In 191G, to meet the ilemands of the business, the

company's capitalization was increased and Elwin R. Hyde became president; D. T. Homan,

vice president: A. H. Kean, treas\u'er; and M. P. Hyde, secretary. They manufacture direct

current motoi-ilriven diy grinders in seven sizes, alternating current motor-driven grinders

in seven sizes, structural iron grinders, belt-driven dry grinders, edge and surface grinders,

belt-driven and motor-driven tool grinders, belt and motor-driven combination wet and dry

grinders, cup wheel knife grinders, belt and motor-driven, motor-driven buffing lathes, twist

drill and plain grinders, swing-frame grinders and special grinders— in fact, almost every-

thing in grinding wheels machinery and |)olishing machinery, both belt and motor-driven.

Tliev employ about fifty peojile and their product is sold direct to consumers mostly but

also to dealers in all parts of the country, the output being used by various kinds of

factories, ilr. Homan travels on the road all of the time, selling the product, while IMr.

Hyde has direct management of the business in Bridgeport. The companj' occupies a two-

storv and basement building one liunilred by thirty-five fi-et. with a one-story L ninety by

thirty feet, ami another one-story building one hundred and sixty by si.vty feet. Their plant

is equipped with electric power group driven machinery. In addition to the buildings men-

tioned the company has a plot of ground with a frontage of four hundred and twenty-five

feet on the Xew Haven Railway, where they have erected one building for the emery wheel

department that is one hundred and forty by sixty feet. This is of steel and concrete

construction, with the side walls practically all windows, to furnish an abundance of light.

In 1ST9 Mr. Hyde was married to Miss Marion P. ilitchell. of Palton, Massachusetts,

a daughter of Priestly and Harriett Xewell ( Allen i ilitchell. Mr. and ^Irs. Hyde have five

children: Catherine, the wife of George Hoyt, of Bridgeport: Harriett, at home: Ruth, the

wife of Gustave Olson, of St. Paul. Minnesota; Helen, at home; and Winthro]), who is in

business with his father. They also lost a son, Elwin. .Tr., who clied at the iige of tliree
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years. The family atti'iuls the ]'aik Street Congregational eliiacli. ,\Ir. Hyde votes with

the republican paity and keeph widl informed on the lllle^tiolls and issues of the dav but

does not seek nor desiie |iul]|ie olliee. He lias ever eoneentiated his energies along a single

line and there is no point bearing upon emery wlieel manufaeture with whicli he does

not seem to l)e familiar, having e.\pert knowledge of the trade in all of its departments and

thus meriting the suceess which has conu' to him iii tlie organization and development of

the present company.

S. D. LOCKE.

The history of a city is the story of the aggregate endi-aviir of nuiny, but each successful

indiistry or legitimate undertaking is a vital force and the representative men are those

vvlio control important interests. In this connection mention should be made of S. U.

Locke, who is t)ie vice |pri'siilent and treasurer of the Locke Steel Belt Company, sole uianu-

tacturers of teni]iered steel detachable sprocket chain and attachments.

Born at Hoosiek Falls. Xew York, in 1875. he is a son of S. D. and Ellen .1. (Parker)

L<icke. The father, who was liorn at Richfield, Otsego. county, Xew York, acquired a |iuhiie

school education and became a teaclier but later in life took up the practice of law. He

possessed ineclianical skill and ingenuity, luiwever. and Ijccanu- the inventor of a iii'ain-binder,

steel sjirocket chain and other ]n'oduets of worth. Two of liis binders were sold in 1872,

four years ahead of all otiiers that were placed upon the market, and he received high

awards at tlie exposition in A'ienna. Austria, in ls7:i. He was tlie inventor of the old Wood
binch-r. so called from the fact that Mr. Wood nuimifactureil it. but from his invention Mr.

],<)cke received a large royalty. He continued his experiments and inventive work and took

oiit over two hundred patents. He possessed notable energy as well as keen mentality and

became recognized as an expert with world-wide reputation. A supreme court decision clumg-

iiig the patent procedure cost him tlie full benefit of liis many binder [latents, but those « lio

are aeipiainted with the real history know that he \\a.-> the pioneer inventor of tlie grain

bindi'r. He died in LS'.lli. while his wife still survives.

S. D. Locke, .Jr., the youngest of their four children, acquired a public seliool education

and did preparatory work at the Hudson River Institute, a military school, after which he

spent three years at (.'orntdl in the mechanical engineering department. He left college in

order to assist his fatlier with his business atl'airs and subsequently was employed for a year

liy the New York Central Railroad. Upon his father's deatli he took cliarge of the business,

which he has conducted since 18UG. The Loeke Steel Belt C'om])any was organized in 1897

by S. i). Locke and James (). C'lephane. At the time of the father's death the chain was not

on the market and ilr. Locke of this review de\elopcd tlie equipment to make it and lias

built up the business. With the organization of the company they located first in Xew York

but in .May. 18'.)'.), removed to Bridgeport, where they rented space of the American Tube it

."^tamiiing Company for factory purposes. In May, 1903, they removed to South avenue and

Water street and in September. 1914. became established in their own plant on Connecticut

avenui' at the corner of Freeman street. The factory lias frontage on Freeman street and

also on Bishop and Connecticut avenues and has about five liuiidred feet on the railroad.

The plant includes four buildings, all one story structures of reinforced concrete which are

fireproof. There is about thirty thousand square feet of floor space and they employ fifty

skilled mechanics in the production of sheet or stamped metal, sprocket chains, the chain

having been invented by S. D. Locke, Sr., in 1887. The automatic machines now used in

manufacture were developed by S. U. Locke, .Jr.. who has also improved the chain from time

to time and who in 1914 secured five new patents. The chain is sold to implement manu-

facturers and rcidaces the malleable iron link bell. The fatlier was the first to develop
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tho nmlleable iron link bolt, as lie was also tlu' inventor of tlic liist self IjiiiiliT. I.alcr, liow

ever, tliori' lias been ileveloped tlie lit;liter anil stiont;er chain, wliieli is also more dnralile,

bi-ini: hanleneil anil tenipoieil. ami llie new |ilant lias a rapacity of ten million feet of eluiin

annually. This is sold in larloa.l lot- to implement maiinfactiirei-s anil the proilm-t is ills-

tribnteil all over the I'liiteil States ami .Australia. The ollieers of the eompany are: C. L.

Inslee. jirosiilent; 8. D. Loeke. viee piesiileiit ami treasurer; I). W. Hai;i;erty, .i;eTieral man

ajier; and K. S. MeDaniel, .secretary.

Mr. Loeke belonj,'S to the 'I'onni; Men's Christian Association and to the Masonic fra-

ternity, associations which indicate much of the nature of his interests and the rules which

govern his life. His name is also on the membership mils of the Country Club, the Algoni|iiiTi

Club, the .Viitoniobile Club and the Comedy Club, in which orf;ani/.ations he is well known,

having' iiained many friends amonj; their ineinbersliip, while in business circles he has made

for liimself a most creditable position.

WALTER B. IXDLKIIILL.

Walter B. Inilerhill. who is .-.iiiierintenilent for the Wood Manufacturing' Company of

Faiitielil. makers of electric lif;lit specialties, was limn in the >tate of New ^ ork, December

2:i, 1883, and received his education in the i;raded and lii-li school- of that place. Later lie

there learned the die and tool makiiin trade, which lie followed in the Kmpire state for

fourteen years. In I'.lllj. Imwevei-. he became a resident of Kairlield. ( iinneeticut. and now

holds the responsible position of superintendent for the Wooil Manufacturing Company,

which makes a complete line of electric lii;lit specialties. Hi- long experience in similar

line- of work and his ability as an executive tit him unu-iially well tor the discharge of his

duties and he ha- been very sin'ccs-ful as superintendent.

In nMl."i Mr. Inilerhill was m.irried to Miss Anna llurke. who was born in Connecticut,

and they have two children. C.itlieiine li. and Russell I". The parents are communicants of

the Roman Catholic clmich. in wlm-e wurk they take a commendable interest, and in politics

Mr. Underhill is a stanch democrat. .Mthough he has lived in Fairfield only a short time

he has already established his right to rank among its leading citizens and has gained the

personal friendship of many.

\TCTOR A. VOEES, D. D. S.

Within a few months Dr. \ictor A. \'ores has become well established in dental practice

in r.iidgejiort. where he took up his aliode in Xovember. lOKi. He brought to his new field

of labor, however, the broad knowledge gained from many years of |)ractical experience, fol-

lowing three years of comprehensive collegiate training. He is numbered ainong the native

sons of New York, his birth having occurred at Cioldenbridge, Westchester county, Se|itembe'-

S, isrs. He is the only living cliild of Millard F. and Ilattie (guick) Veres, who imw reside in

Danbury. Connecticut, wdiere the father is engaged in business as a contractor and builder.

He was born in Kew York city in 18.5(5 and is of Holland-Dutch descent, the N'ores fam'ly

having been established in Xew .Jersey in the seventeenth century by ancestors who came

direct from the land of the dikes. For many generations, however, the family has been

represented in Xew York. The name was originally Van \iirliees. The uiother of Dr. \ ores

was born in rutnain county. Xew 'iork, in 18.58 and is of French lineage on the maternal

side. Mr. and .Mrs. Millard F. \ores removed to Daubury. lounecticut. when their son

\'ictor was but live years of age. and he was there reared, acipiiring his early education
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in tlie sulnHils of that city. He pas-sfd tlinmgli consecutive gnules to liis graduation from tlie

liigh school in 1897 and in tlie fall of that year he entere<l the dental departinent of the

University of Pennsylvania at Philadelidiia. where he stuilied for three years, bein" orajuated

in 1900 witli the D. 1). S. degree.

Dr. \'ores located for Jiractice in rhiladeliihia. wliere he remained until 190o. wLen lie

removed to Pawling. Dutchess county, New York, where he remained for tiiirteeu years or

until Xo\cnd)er. 191ii. when he sought the broader field offered in the larger city of liridoe-

]iort. Here he ojiened an oliice at 1116 ilain street and he iias since become a nu'ml>er of

the Bridgeport Dental Society. Already he ha-s gained a liberal patronage ami his practice

is steadily growing.

On the :.'Oth of !>e]ilember. 1905. Dr. Vores was united in marriage to IMiss Caroline L.

Pearce. of Pawling, a daughter of Captain Jerry S. Pearce. formerly a prominent and well

known citizen of Dutchess county. New York, where he lield various official positions of

lion<ir anil trust, including those of sheriti'. supervisor and others. He was aUo a veteran of

the Civil war. having loyally defended tlie country during the days wdien the Union was
tlireateneu. He died in 1915. :\Ir. and ilrs. \'o]es have beconii^ the parents of two children:

Adelaide Pearce. born February -T.. 190T; and J. Paul, boin .May :i. 1912.

Dr. \'ores is a ilaster Mason, belonging to Harlem \'alley Lodge, No. S3T. F. & A. M.. of

Pawling. His chief diversions are fishing and golf, both of which lie greatly enjoys. He
holds membership in the Methodist Episcopal church and his life is actuated by high and

honorable principles. He has ever been interested in [lublic [irogress and civic affairs and
for several years, while residing in Pawling, served as a valued member of tlie board of

education. He advocates every inoject that tends to pnniiote material, intellectual, social

and moral progress.

•IdHN R. WKICLEY.

John K. Wrigley. manager of the Bridgeport Bo.x Coni]iany. is thus active in control

of one of the important ]irodiictive industries of the city and the close application and

unfaltering enterprise which he displays are valuable contributing factors to the success of

the undertaking. Mr. Wrigley was born in Cincinnati. Ohio, in 1888 and is a son of C. E.

and Kate (Delaney) Wrigley, who in 1889 removed with their family to Pittsburgh, Penn-

sylvania. There John Pi. Wrigley attended the public sehoids until graduated from the high

schoid. when in 19or he turned his attention to the ]ia]ier box manufacturing business in

I'ittsburgh. Mastering the business, he worked his way upward in that connection until lie

became foreman of the .lolm H. Lotink, Jr., Box Company. He afterward filled the position

of manager of the paper liox department of the Wichert & (iardiher Shoe Company and was

later with the Heppe-Sehoen Paper Bo.x Company of New York city in the capacity of

superintendent.

In 1913 Mr. Wrigley accepted the position of manager of the Bridgeport Paper Box

Company, which was organized by Edward White, its first location being over the Windsor

Hotel. A removal wa~ subsequently made to Kossuth and Nichols streets and the next

move for the enlargement of the plant was the erection of the present building at ;!04 Kos-

suth street. Tliis building is a one-story and basement structure, one hundred and ten

by one hundred and eleven feet, .ind they also own a vacant lot adjoining, thus providing

spaie for still further enlargement of their plant. They manufacture all grades of set-up

pa]ii'r boxes, which are sold all over Connecticut. These are largely used in connection with

the corset trade and the textile trades of this section of the country. They have skilled

labor, employing about one hundred girls, and their plant is turning out about eighty-five

thousand boxes jier day. They largely use automatic machinery and the plant is well
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equipped, so that thp output finds favor witli tin' puiiliasing public. Tlii' pri'scut oirKcrs of

the company are: William il. Wliilr, |iHsl,lcnt ; and \V. K. Treat, secretary and treasurer.

yiv. Wrifjley has active control of tlir operation of the plant and his efforts aild nnuh to

the success of the uiiderlaking.

t)M the -':;d of June. I'JIT. Mr. \\ ri^lcy was married in South Xorwalk, Connecticut, to

Jliss Kthel J.ouise Becker, a daught<'r ol .Mr. and .Mrs. Frank Conrad Becker of that city.

In his fraternal connections Jlr. Wriglcy is an I'.lk and lir belongs also to the Algonquin

and Kiwanis Clubs. He is likewise a member of tlie Chand>er of Commerce of Bridgeport but

he casts an iiulependeiit political ballot, voting according to the exigeiicies of the ease and

with ri'cognitiiin of the capability nf tlie candidates.

THE briik;i;i'Okt tklst compaxv.

The Bridgeport Trust Company was organized in l'.J()l and succeeded to tlie private

bank con<lucted under the name of Marsh, Merwin & Lemon. With tlie organization of

the ])resent company the capital stock was one hundred thousand dollars but this was

increased in 1905 to two hundred thousand dollars and at the present writing the com-

pany is capitalized for fi\e hundred thousand dollars. The first oMicers were V. W. Marsh,

president. Orange Merwin. vice president. Kdmund H. .ln(ls(m, treasurer, and Egbert Marsh,

secretary. I'pon the deatli of Mr. .Merwin Mr. ilarsli was also elected to the position of

vice president and still continues in that capacity. (ha lies (i. Sanfoilil succeeded F. W.

JIarsh as president and in turn wa~ succeeded by I . Hariinm Seeley. Horace ilerwin has

been elected secretary of the bank and now occujiies that position.

In February, 1916, they moved into the beautiful new bank building which they had

erected which is one of the most modern and attractive in Xew England. Its safety deposit

vault is one of the largest outside of Xew York city and the bank is equipped with every

modern convenience for the use of its customers and is sujiplied with every iiioilcrn safe-

guard.

CHARLES R. HUTCHIXSOX.

Charles R. Hutchinson, treasurer of the Barnum & Bailey shows, was born in Racine,

( lliio, and acquired a public school education. In young manhood he became identified with

railway work in connection with a general passenger office. He has been identified with

the show business since 1890. when he became ticket seller for Adam Forepaugh. He re-

mained with that organization until 1S94 and later was connected with the Buffalo Bill

Company, which he represented in 1895 and 1896 as treasurer in the interests of Mr. Bailey.

In 1897 he became connected with the Barnum & Bailey Company as treasurer, succeeding

ilerritt Young, who had occupied that position for a quarter of a century. For twenty years

Mr. Hutchinson has remained in that position and travels with the company each summer.

Ite has traveled with the show- all over Europe. Canada and the United States and as one

of its officers is determined to maintain the high standard which has ever held Barnum &

Bailey's in the front ranks of the show organizations of the world.

In 1894 Mr. Hutchinson removed his family to Bridgeport and resides at Xo. 66 Elm-

wood avenue. He has a wife and four children: Anna Louise. Charles. Fred and Harry. His

eldest son traveled with him in 1916, selling tickets. The daughter if a graduate of the

Bridgeport high school and was one of the councilors at Arcadia, the Eleanor Cleveland tiirls"
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summer camp. Fiati'i-Tially .Mr. IliitiliiiiMin is ouniiei-ttHl witli the Bridgeport lodge of Elks.

Kver a courteous, genial gentleman, he is popular wherever known and he possesses, too,

that e.xecutive ability and siiirit of enterprise which has made him a leading figure in busi-

ness circles.

.IChSKl'H O'NEILL.

Joseph C)"N>ill, engaged in wire manufacturing at Sinithport, began operations in that

line on a small scale but has now develo]ied a business of considerable [jroportions with trade

relations that not only cover all points in America but extend into the orient as well.

Mr. O'Xeill comes from Gla.sgow. fScotland. where he was born on the 27th of January, 1869,

a son of Patrick and Janet (Taylor) O'Xeill. The father, a native of County Armagli,

Ireland, went to Scotland when a youth of seventeen years and there took up the business

of shoe manufacturing, ultimately winning a position as foreman of the large plant of the

K. J. Dicks Shoe Manufacturing Company of Glasgow. His last years were spent in honorable

and well earned retirement from business, and his death occurred in Glasgow, while his wife,

who was born in Ayr, Scotland, passed away in Glasgow in 1879.

Joseph O'Xeill began his education in the schools of his native city but after reaching

the age of eight years attended school in Jersey City, New Jersey. Removing to Spring-

field, Massachusetts, he there learned the trade of wire weaving and engaged in the manu-

facture of Fourdrinier wire. After nuiny years' training and experience in the wire factories

lie began manufacturing on liis (^wn account at Springfield, but the venture there proved

a failure and was discontinued after two years. He was afterward in charge of the plant

of the Wright Wire Company at Palmer, Massachusetts, where he remained until 1904, when

he removed to Southport, Connecticut, and again began the manufacture of Fourdrinier wire

and paper makers' wires, establishing a small plant but developing his facilities until his

business lias reached such jiroportions tliat lu' now emiiloys from twenty to twenty-live

workmen. The wire which he makes is used in the manufacture of paper and paper pulp.

In 1914, recognizing that the present international war would shut off the supply of wire

niailc in (iermany and France, he prep.ued to be in a position to supply the demands of other

countries that formerly looked to France and Germany for Fourdrinier wire. Not having

room to expand his factory at Southport, Connecticut, he established a second factory at

Harrison, New .Jersey, where he employs twenty people. He ships his product all over the

world, sending to India, .Japan ami other countries, and he now does a large export business

as well as selling to tlie .\merican paper and pul|> mills.

On the lOth of September. 1892. in Springfield, ilassachusetts. Mr. O'Neill was married

to Miss Annie Holian. a native of (Jranville, ilassachusetts, and a daughter of Jeremiah and

Catherine Holian. who were born on the Emerald isle, in which country the father followed

farming and again took up that occupation in Massachusetts, ilr. and Mrs. O'Xeill have

become the jiarents of four children: William -foseph. a graduate of the W<u-cester Institute

of Ti'chnology at Worcestei', Massachusetts, of the class of '17; Paul H., a student in the

I'nivcrsity of Pennsylvania; Phillip John, who is engaged in the glassware business at

Springfield, ilassachusetts; arid Donald Taylor, a high school pupil in Springfield, where

the family home is maintiiincd.

The religicjus faitli of the taniily is tliat of the Rom;in Catludic church, and ilr.

(rXeill is a niendier of Home City C(nincil, K. C, at Springtitld. His political allegiance is

given to Ihe democratic party, but he has neither time nor inclination to seek public office,

|)referring to concuntrate his efforts uiioii his business, which is growing rapidly along

substantial lines. He had the foresiglit to recognize what present day coiulitions would

bring forth and, acting according to the dictates of his faith and judgment, he is now reaping
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tlie liarvest tliercof. Jluri'uvor, lu' has displayed iiiaikfd persistency <jf purpose and, not

allowing himself to become discouraf;'''') he has worked his way upward and is today a well

known factor in manufacturing circles of the east.

THOMAS \V. JOYCE.

Thonia* W. .Joyce is a member of The .Joyce Tress. Incorporated, conducting a ])rinling ana

binding bu-iness at Bridgeport, in which connection he has developed a business that ranks with

the leading enterprises of the character in this city. He is a son of Henry E. and Rachel A.

Joyce and was born in Stepney, Connecticut, December 7, ISTl. He there acquired a public

school education and afterward went to Seymour. Connecticut, where he attended high school.

Eater he removed to Bridgeport, where he became connected with the Daily Standard, spending

four years as an apprentice in the job printing department. He then went to the Bridgeport

Farmer, and for lifteen years was in the composing room. He afterwards spent eighteen months

as an empluvc in the composing room of the Telegram, which had just been started, and was

employed on the Hartford Post and Saturday Globe. Returning, however, to Bridgeport, he

started in business in 1809 at 158 Fairfield avenue, and the following year his interests

were incorporated under the name of The Joyce & Sperry Co. In 1901 a removal was made

to a new location, at 83 Cannon street, and Mr. .Joyce purchased the Sperry interests, at which

time the name was changed to The Joyce & Sherwood Co., Inc. There the business was

carried on until 1911, when on account of the illness of his wife Mr. Joyce was obliged to seek

a higher altitude He then soUl out to Mr. Sherwood and removed to Rutland, Vermont, where

he remained for two years. He afterward became connecteil with The Jersey City Printing

Co. at .Jersey City, New Jersey, having charge of the plant there for one year. He was next

superintendent of The Miller Press in New York city for a year, after which he returned to

Bridgeport, where he established The .Joyce Press in connection with his cousin, Allan L. Joyce,

but after a year he purchased his partner's interest and has since conducted the business alone.

He now has a well equipped and appointed printing and binding establishment and the work

turned out is of a high quality.

In 1S93. ilr. Jovcc was united in marriage to iliss Ida E. Buckingham, by whom he has

two children, namely: Louis B., who was graduated from the Bridgeport high school and is

now with The Joyce Press; and Helen L.. who is being educated in a kindergarten training

school. Mr. and Mrs. Joyce hold membership in the Olivet Congregational church, and he is

prominently known in fraternal circles. He holds membership in Harris Lodge, No. 99, I. 0.

O. F.. and also with Strattield Encampment; while in ilasonry he has attained high rank,

ha vine memberhip in St. John's Lodge, No. 3. A. F. & A. M.; Jerusalem Chapter, No. 13, R. A.

M.; .Terusalem Council, No. 16, R. & 8. M.; Hamilton Commandery. No. 5, K. T.; Lafayette

Consistory, A. & A. S. R.; and Pyramid Temple, A. A. 0. N. JI S.

JAMES STAPLES.

The life of every individual is a contribution or a hindrance to the progress of the

world. The man who places a correct value on opportunities and utilizes them to good

advantage pushes forward the wheels of progress and becomes an important factor in sub-

stantial development in his city or community. His influence, too, becomes a potent factor

the strength of which is immeasurable, and thus man is judged not by the good that comes

to him, but the good that comes to the world through him. Considered by this standard,

ToL n— 31
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the life work of James Staples was erowiieil with notable suecess, and if measured, too, by

the standards of material gain his career could well be called a most successful one. He
was widely known in Bridgeport as a banker, real estate dealer and prominent business

man. Maine claimed him as a native son, his birth having occurred at Swanville, W'alilo

county, January I'.l, l.s24. The ancestral line is traced back to Peter Staples, who settled

in that part of Massacliusetts which is now Kittery. Maine, about 1640. His father,

Hezekiah Staples, was a sea captain and farmer and his ancestors through various genera-

tions were connected with navigation interests, displaying the qualities of courage, deter-

mination and rectitude which such a vocation requires and engenders. Such were the traits

of character manifest in Hezekiah Staples. He married Elizabeth Treat, who was charac-

terized as "industrious, high-minded and sympathetic and displaying also excellent business

ability, as shown in the management of her husband's business during his absence at sea

and in the cond\ict of a large farm as well as in the rearing of her twelve children."

From such an ancestry came .lames Staples, who. according to a contemporary biograpljer,

spent his youth in Swanville. working on his father's farm in summer and attending school

in winter, until lie was fourteen years old. He then went to the liigh school at Searsport,

Maine, for three terms, for two terms to the academj' in Belfast, Maine, and for one teim

to a school at Hyannis. Desirous of having a college education, lie prepared himself and

at the age of seventeen was jirepared to enter, but too close application to his :^tuJics had

undermined his health and he was compelled to forego the realizing of this ambition. After

this great disappointment he accepted a jjosition as teacher and until he was twenty-live

he taught school in winter and managed his father's farm in summer and after that time

for foul years he taught cMintinuously in Belfast, Maine. In tliis line of wiu'k he was pi-e-

eminently successful and throughout his life held the profession of the teacher in the highest

esteem as one of the noblest and most useful of avocations.

In 1S51 he married Harrriet H. Shirly, daughter of Hugh Shirly. In the following year

his wife and their infant died, and during that year three of his brothers were lost at sea

and another seafaring brother died in the West Indies. These re]ieated blows affecte<l his

health and led him to leave his native >tate. give up his chosen jirofession and go to

Bridgeport, Connecticut.

In 1S.54 he embarked in the lumber business in Bridgeport, entering into copartnership

with S. C. Nickerson under the name of .Staples & Nickerson. The firm did a pros|)eruus

an<l growing business and the future looked bright ami promising, when the terrible crash of

1857 swept over tlie country and. with thousands of others, the Hiin was forced out of

business.

In 1859 Mr. Staples opened a real estate ollice in Bridgeport, the first one in the city.

His great energy and ability soon put him on the road to success, and he became the leading

agent and one of the best and most consulted authorities on real estate in Bridgeport. In

his later years, after he had attained a full measure of success, he was wont to say of this

trying period of his career, "My friends told me I could not earn enough to season my
food. I told them I Avas bi'ought uji in Maine and never had it very highly seasoned and

I would take my chances."

In IS6.3 the business of (ire insurance was added. Mr. Staples associating his brother,

George A., with him under the tirni name of J. and (i. A. Staples. In 1874 a banking

department was ojiened under the name of Staples & Company and placed in charge of

Thomas R. Cruttenden, one of the copartners.

In 1884 the firm of .lames Staples & Coni|)any, bankers, insurance and real estate agents,

was formed. The members of the firm were lames Staples, Philip L. Holzer and Frank T.

Staples, the last named being the only son of .James Staples by his union with Sarah Eliza-

beth, the only daughter of Andrew and Sarah (Turney) Trubee of Bridgeport. Connecticut,

whom he married in IS.IS. The business of tin' lirm pros])ered to such a degree that larger

oftli'cs were rei|uired and in 1S')2 a tine banking house, known as the Staples bank building.
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was I'rcetod on the corner of State anil Court streets, where the lirn), one of I lie principal

business liouses in tlie eity, is now loeateil.

In liis jiolitieal views .Mr. Staples wa^ a repul)liean, ^ivinf; staiuli snppmt tn I he part\

jet never seeking; or ilesiriuff olliee. However, at the earnest solieitatioii cif lii-, t'ricnds, in

1900 Ik' eonsented to represent liriil<;ei)ort in thi' state legislature and was elected liv a

handsome nuijority. As a member of the house he displayed that sanu' interest and foree-

ful activity on behalf of measures atVeetinj; his eity that he did in juivate life and never

feared to e.xpress the approval or opposition his juil^:nieiit dictated, lie had the clistinctiiju

of beinj;- the ohlest member of tiu> legislatine. He took tlu' keenest interest in coininunity

affairs and for many years served as a member of the board of education, bein^' calleil to

that ofliee on the organization of tlie board. lli> ever renniined a stalwart chani|iion nf the

pid)lic school system and did excrxtlunj! in his power to liroaden its scope, lie f;avc his tune

aiul cHiirt niu'eservedly for the best interests of the city along numy liiu's. He became one

of the ineorporator.s of the Hoard of Trade ami as chairman of its executive committee

he was einibled to do the greatest possible anuiunt of work in advancing the growth and

pi-omoting the interests of Bridgeport. On the cmiiniitfee he had the aid and support of

such men as P. T. Barnuni. Nathaniel Wheeler. I)a\id .\l. Head and Krank .\rmstning and

their nniteil elVorts constituted a notable imjietus to the city's developmi'nt.

The death of Mr. Staples occurred February 2S, IIMIM, and to his family and friends he

left the record of a life that is an inspiration to all who knew him. He was a devoted

mendicr of the I'niversalist <liuich and his faith was immovable in the doctiine of the

Fatherhood of (iod and the brotherhood of man. ll<' was a nu'inber of the Seaside ( lul) from

its organization and he loved the society of liis fellows yet lived sini|dy anil nnostentatiously.

His humor and ability as a story teller made him a delightful com]ianion ami tlie best traits

of his character were ever resei'Ved fiir his own family anil tireside. He never used intoxicants

nor tidiaeco and gtiided his life by the highest moral standards. (If him it was >aid: ".Mr.

Stajiles was a man of strong character. Hom'st. fearless, sagacious, positive, industrious,

faithful to his engagements, ready to take responsibility and with a clear intellect, he mas-

tered the problems of life and rose to the highest ranks of usefulness and distinction in liis

community. With him to decide was to act, and once started on a course of action. In-

pursucd it w ith a singleness of purpose, an indefatigable energy and a tireless persistence that

assured the certain accomplishment of his object. And yet withal he was a man of genial

disposition, kindly nature, a human sympathy and generous responsiveness to the needs

ol snrtering humanity that caused his presence to shed sunshine in every circle and won

for him the rojieet and afl'ectionate regard of his associates."

REV. HENRY A. DAVENPORT.

Rev. Henry A. Davenport, pastor of the People's Presbyterian clinrch of lliidge|joit,

was born in Stamford, Connecticut, ilarch 36, ]84o, a son of William and t'larissa K.

(Rockwell) Davenport, both of whom have now passed away. The former was a farmer

who was born at Stamford, Connecticut, April 22, 18] :i, and was a direct descendant of .lolin

Davenport, founder of New Haven, who came from England in the decade following lti:;o.

William Davenport was a member and deacon in the Congregational church and died in that

faith at the age of si.xty-uine years. His wife, who was born in Ohio in ISI2. uas eiL;lity-foiii-

years of age at the time of her demise. In their family were six children but only two sons

now stnvivc. one of these being Rev. Merriam B. Daven|)ort. a retired < ongregationalist

minister now lesiding in ( alifornia.

Hein'v A. Davenpoit was reared in Stamford, ( (mnecticut, and ]irepared tor ndUge in

Willi-ton Seiiiiiiarv of Massachusetts, He was graduatcil from Ainheist College with the
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Badielor of Arts degree in 1870, belonging to a class of wliicli about one-half became

ministers. During bis college days he taught a six months' term of school. He studied for

the ministry in the Union Theological Seminary of New York city, from which he was

graduated in 1873, and in -June of that year he was ordained at Stamford, Connecticut, his

native town. He has since constantly devoted his attention to the ministry of the

Presbyterian church, covering a period of forty-four years. He first served a chapel in New

York city for four and one-half years, this being a branch of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian

church, of which the Rev. Dr. .John Hall was pastor, and Rev. Davenport's association with

Dr. Hall was of great benefit to him in the initial stages of his ministry. Since the 14th

of February, 1878, he has served but two churches. He was pastor of the F'irst Pres-

byterian church of Bridgeport for twenty-nine years and in April, 1907, was called to the

People's Presbyterian church. It was during his pastorate at the former that the present

commodious addition was made to the church for Sunday school purposes, and since

accepting the pastorate of the People's church its present handsome church edifice and

parsonage have been erected.

On the 29th of September, 1874, Rev. Davenport was married to Elizabeth M. Enright,

who was born in County Limerick, Ireland, ilay 5, IS.'JO, and came to the United States with

her parents. John and ilaria (O'Connell) Enright, wlien twelve years of age. They have three

living children: Harry, who has become a Presbyterian minister but is now serving

temporarily in the United States treasury department at Washington; William E.. head

of the German department in the Bridgeport high school; and May 0., at home. All are

college graduates, Harry having completed a course in the Wesleyan University, while

William was graduated from the Yale academic course and also its Conservatory of Music.

He is now the talented organist of the Fir^t iletlmdist Episcopal church of Bridgeport.

The daughter is a graduate of Wellesley College.

Rev. Davenport has travcli-cl extensively and luis twice visited Europe. Tt would be

ahnost tautological in this connection to enter into any series of statements showiny him

to be a man of broad scholarly attainments, for this has been shadowed forth between the

lines ot tills review. It ^lioulcl be recoanized. however, that he is also a man of broad

sympatliy and of keen intuition tliat enables him to correctly judge human nature. That

he lia~ the faculty of calling forth the cooperation of his people and working with them for

the best interests of his church is manifested by the length of his pastorates, and his labors

have been a strong and efl'ective force in promoting the moral progress of his city.

CLAUDE A. HERMAN.

Claude A. Herman, secretary of the Modern Manufacturing Company of Bridgeport, was

born in Winsted, Connecticut, April 2, 1881, his parents being Samuel A. and Augusta L.

(Fennl Herman. His father, who was born at Falls Village, Connecticut, is now filling the

position of coroner in Litchfield county. The mother was born in Terryville. this state.

After attending the public schools Claude A. Herman continued his education in a prepara-

torv school at Norfolk. Connecticut, and afterward became a student in the law department

of Yale. b\it not entirely pleased with the law, he gave up the idea of entering the profession

and turned his attention to the machinist's trade, which he learned in the establishment of

Carter & Hakes Machine Company at Winsted, Connecticut, there remaining for three and

one-half years. He afterward took a trip to the Pacific coast and to Mexico, following his

trade at various points. Upon his return to Connecticut he made his way to Hartford, where

he was witli the Royal Typewriter Company, and afterward he filled the position of job

master with the Taft-Pierce Manufacturing Company at Woonsocket. Rhode Island. He next
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bccariir <Iii<'l' iiispoetor uf tlir Crociiliulil Tap & Die Coriioiation, witli wliidi he rcmainod

tor two years.

Ill Juiu', lOlo, :Mr. IUtiiuui reiiioveil to Briilj^cport. wlii're in I'Jli; he or^'anizcd tlie iloilirii

:\laiiiita(turiiig Company at 75 Third street witli Frank E. Seeh'y as president and treasurer,

W. .1. Hartley, vice president, and Claude A. Herman as secretary. Jlr. Hartley has since

sold out and was succeeded in the ollice of vice president by M. M. Seeley. The coinpany

inaniit'actures a general line of tools and machines for special work of all kinds, includinu- die

work and jig work, and they employ from iiftyto seventy skilled mechanics^ They occupy

a cement building equipped with electric power, and all of their machinery and eipiipiiieiit

is of the very latest design. Their pay roll now amounts to about eighty thousand dollars

per yi'ar and the business is steadily growing along substantial lines.

In l'J13 Mr. Herman was married to Jliss Agnes M. Morgan, of Amherst, Massachusetts,

and they have one child, Robert S. Mr. Herman certainly made no mistake when he turiie<l

from tile law to follow mechanical pursuits, for in the line of his chosen life work he has

steadily progressed and is now actively engaged in a business which is steadily growing, hav-

ing made rapid strides during the year of its e.\istence.

C. A. BALDWIN.

C. .\ Baldwin, assistant general sales manager of the Bridgeport Brass Company, was

born in Litchfield. Connecticut, September 6, 1876, a son of Charles F. and Ella (Adams) Bald-

win. After ac(|niriiig a public school education he made his initial step in the business world

as an employe of the Pope Manufacturing Company of Hartford, with which he remained for

five years. In February, 1900, he entered the employ of the Gillette Brothers Company, a

small sporting goods establishment in Hartford, as sales manager, continuing in that capacity

lor two years. In December, I'.iOl. he became purchasing agent for the Bridgeport Brass

Company and his worth led to his promotion to the [lositiou of head of a division of the sales

department. His powers standing the test placed upon liim in the new position and increasing

with the exercise of efl'ort as the years passed on. he was early in 1916 made assistant general

sales manager, which position lie is now tilling, having charge of the Bridgeiiort end ol the

sales department.

In 1904 Mr. Baldwin was united in marriage to :Miss Bertha G. .Jones, of Bridgeport, and

both are well known socially in the city. They are members of St. .John's Episcopal church, in

the work of which they are actively and helpfully interested. Mr. Baldwin is also well known

in club circles and for the ]iast three years has been the secretary of the Brooklawn Country

Club, in which he lias held membership for fifteen years. For eight years he served on its board

of governors and has had much to do with the development and activities of that organiza-

tion. In politics he votes independently but is not remiss in the duties of citizenship nor does

he lightly regard the obligations that devolve upon the individual in his relation to civic

affairs.

GEORGE D. PHILLIl'S.

George 1). Phillijis, patent attorney and one of the old residents of Bridgeport, was born

in Redding. Connecticut, March .5, 1842. a son of Henley E. and Luthena (Chamberlain i Phil-

lips. Henley E. Phillip> was born in Danbury, tonnecticut, May V-i, 1813. George D. Is

a descendant of the old PhiIIi]>s family of Boston. Massachusetts. The founder of tlie Phillips

family in JIassacliusetts was the Rev. George Phillips, a graduate of Cambridge. England,
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a passenger with (JuvciJior Wiiitlirop. Sir Rii-liiird Saltonstall ami otliers on the ship

Arbclla, wliit-li arrive<l at .Sak'in, June 12, 16:i0. Sir Richard Saltonstall ami the Rev.

(ieorge Phillips obtained u grant of land four miles from Boston and founded the settlement

of Watertown, tlie latter serving as pastor in the settlement for many years. The
descendants of tliis ancestor were closely identified with both civic arid military affairs in

and around Hoston duiiiig tlie Colonial and Revolutionary periods. Samuel Phillips was
an active mcniher of the "Long Room Club" witli Adams, Hancock, Otis, Paul Revere,

Warren and others, piii>r to tlie Revolution; was also one of tlie famous committee that

demanded of (Jovernor Hutchinson the removal of tlic ISritisli troops after the Boston

massacre. Judge Samuel Henley Pliilliiis. Jr., was a graduate of Harvard, founder of

Aiidover .Academy, memlier of tlie provincial congress and of the constitutional convention of

n;'.», state senator for twenty years, and 15 years president of tlie senate. Dr. John I.

Phillips, a Harvard graduate, gave thirty-one thousand dollars to the Phillips Andover

Academy and also founded the Phillips Academy at Exeter in 1781 and endowed it with

one luuulrcd and tliirty-four thousand dollars. His son. Samuel Henley Phillips, was sent

by i;]hriilgc (ferry to take charge of tlie military stores in Danburv, where he married and

died. Hue df the descendants of the Rev. (ieorge Philli|is was a colonel on Washington's

staff ill tlie war id' the Revolution.

(»n the maternal (Chamberlain i side, Henry Cliamberlain came over from England in

the ship Diligent, arriving at Boston, Massachusetts, August 10, 1638-9." Representatives

of these two fainilies have participated in every war from colonial times to the Civil war.

The subject of this sketch attended the district schools of Bridgeport, Connecticut, and

Yonkers, New York. He learned the machinist's trade, and for years filled many responsible

positions in niaiuit'acturing establishments. He served in the Civil war in Company D,

Seventeenth Connecticut \'olunteers. was severely wounded and taken prisoner at the battle

of C'hancellorsville and forced to lay on the battlefield from the 3d of May until the 16th

before removed. He is identified fraternally with St. John's Lodge, No. 3. A. F. & A. iL;

Pecpionnock Lodge, No. 4, 1. 0. O. F., and Ellas Howe, Jr. Post, No. 3. G. A. R.

HARRY E. ASHMOKE.

Harry E. Ashmore. a dealer in automobile supplies in Bridgeport, was born in this

ci'y, his jiarents being Henry and Clara (Beall Ashmore, who were natives of England.

The former was a son of Henry Ashmore. Sr.. also of England, where he engaged in the

manufacture of iMitlery and razors. Tlie maternal grandfather, John Beal, was engaged

ill the armor plate business. He came to the L'nited States about 1864 and established the

Beal Steel Uorks in .ler.sey City, New Jersey. Henry Ashmore, father of Harry E. Ashmore,

arrived in the United States when a young man and for a time made his hiune at New
Britain, Connecticut, but afterward engaged in the cutlery business in Bridgeport, where

he is now practically li\iiig retired. He figured in manufacturing circles for a long period

and at Icngtli. having acipiired a liandsomc coni]ietence, put aside business cares in order

to enjoy the fruits of his former toil. To him and his wife were born six children.

The youngest of the family. Harry E. Ashmore, acquired a public school education and

after Iea\ing liigli school entered the Worcester Technical school for the study of gas, steam

and electrical engineering, completing his course by graduation with the class of 1898. He
then returned to Bridge])ort, after which he was employed in various places along the line

of his chosen vocation. He entered the employ of the Ailing Rubber Company as a salesman

iind Mihsi'ipiently was with the Atlas Carage of Xew York city. Later he became con-

iieiied with tile Twentietli Century Auto Supply Company of Xew York, but in 1907 returned

to I',ri(lge|i(irt and for some time was associated with the l.lue Ribbon Auto & Carriage
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Company as managor (if the sn|i|ily ilc[iartim'iit, tlioro rcinainiiii; Idr three years. He tlieii

opened a. Post & Lester Company store on Fairlii'M avenue and beeame supervisor of tlieir

elui'n of nine stores. He afterward opened tlie Jennings (iarage, of wliieli lie l)eeame secre-

tary and manager, and ultimately purchased the Bhie Itihbon (iarage of Meriden, Con-

necticut, which he conducted for two years. In 1111.') 1u' organized his present business under

the name of the Ashuuire Auto Supply Company at Xo. .i:'. Sterling street. His store has a

frontage of forty feet, a dejitli of sixty-seven feet, and is two stories in height. He carries a

full line of automobile accessories of all kinds, including gas and oils, and his is, one of the

largest business enterprises of the kind in this city. Already his trade has reached extensive

proportions and is continually growing as the motor car sale increases. He keeps in touch

with the latest that the market produces in automobile supplies and his college training and
early experience enable liiin to discuss most intelligently the real worth of any article

which he sells.

In 1903 Mr. Aslimnre was married to iliss Viola Maiden, of Bridgeport, who passed

away in 190j. and on the Kith of May, 1911, he wedded Catherine H. Lewis, of Bridgeport.

}iy his first marriage he had a son. Alfred, and by his second marriage, a son, Harry.

Mr. Ashmore votes with the republican party and he keeps well informed on the vital

questions before the country. He has membership with the Masons, the Red Men and the

Woodmen and is also a member of the Metlioilist church. His has been an active and
nsctul life in which there have been few leisure hours. He has worked persistently and
with determination to reach the goal of success and step by step he has progressed until he

now occupies a most creditable and enviable position auLong the representative business men
of the city.

GEORGE W. DANE.

George W. Dane, a member of the lirni of Davis & Dane, aiehitects of Bridgejjort, wa.s

born April 14, 1878, in the city which is now his home, a sou of Moses Warren and Amanda
ilelvina (Seaman) Dane. The father was born in Dorchester. Massachusetts, and there

attended school to the age of fourteen years, when lie went to Long Island. In early man-
hood he came to Bridgejiort and for thirty-five years was connected with and tinally became
superintendent of the steam and gas fitting department of the Union Metallic Cartridge

Company, a position of large responsibility and importame. During the Civil war h«

responded to the country's call for troops and became a member of the Hospital Corps

of the United States Army. He represented one of tlu' oldest families of Massachusetts,

who endured their share of hardshijis with the Indians along with the other early settlers.

His death occurred in Bridgeport. .June 2, 191B. and in his passing the community lost one

of its valued and representative citizens. He had wedded Amanda Melvina Seanuni, who
was born in Hempstead. Long Island, where she was reared and married. She is now a

resident of Bridgeport. She belongs to the old Seaman family that was among the first

established on Long Island, her ancestors, who were of Welsh origin, having settled tlicre

at a very early date.

In the attainment of his education George W. Dane passed through consecutive giades

in the public and high schools of Bridgeport and also attended business college. He
afterward served a nine years' apprenticeship in gaining his knowledge of architecliue in

the office of Joseph W. Northrup, of Bridgeport, obtaining expert knowledge during that

period. He afterward became superintendent with the Frank Miller Lumber Company and

continued in that connection until February 21, 1914, when he entered into partm-rship with

Carl F. Davis under the firm style of Davis & Dane for the jiractice of his profession. They

do a general business as architects and some fine examples of their work can be seen among
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the most attractively designed buildings of- tlie city. Mi-. Dane is also interested in a;^ric-ul-

tural pursuits and owns a farm at .Milford, Connecticut.

On the 2d of April. 1900, at Stratford, Connecticut, Mr. Dane was united in marriage

to Miss Lena Hamilton Koe, who was born at Rocky Hill, this state, and there began her

education, which she continued in the Bridgejiort schools while spending lier girlhood days

in the home of lier parents, Henry C. and Clara (Caswell) Roe, who were natives of Rocky

Hill, Connecticut, but are now residents of Milford. Prior to her marriage Mrs. Dane was

for some tjmc head stenographer with the Singer Sewing Machine Company at Bridgeport.

In politics Mr. Dane follows an imiependent course. Fraternally he is connected with the

Knights of Pythias and is also a member of several most prominent clubs. He has many
admirable qualities worthy of praise, and his well sjient life has won for him the respect

and goodwill of those with whom lie has been brought in contact.

CHARLES H. ARMSTRONG.

Cliarels H. Armstrong needs no introduc-tion to the readers of this volume, for lie has

long been one of Bridgeport's most widely known and iulluential maufacturers, standing as he

does at the head of the Armstrong ilanufacturing Company, one of the oldest of the pi'o-

ductive industries of the city. He was born in Waterbury, Connecticut, in 1860 and is a son

of Frank Armstrong, a native of Poland. When a lad of but twelve years he was brought

to the new world and learned the jeweler's trade in Waterbury. Subsequently he went to

Germany, where he engaged in the sale of sewing machines, taking the first sewing machine

to Europe. The entire European continent was at that time his territory and for eight

years lie continued in business there. In 1870 he returned to Bridgeport and for a time was

associated with Henry House in the conduct of a factory on Noble avenue devoted to tlie

manufacture of knitting machines, spiral springs, armlets and suspenders. The partnership

was continued for about tliree years, at the end of which time Mr. Armstrong took over the

business, which he reorganized under the firm style of F. Armstrong. The business was
incorporated in March, 1886, and included the manufacture of notions and small tools.

Frank Armstrong became the president, with J. J. Amory as secretary and treasurer.

Mr. Armstrong erected the main building of the present plant, but since that time several

other buildings have been added. At the time of the incorporation the business was capi-

talized for one hundred tliousand dollars and employed about fifty workmen. For a time

the company concentrated upon the manufacture of water, steam and gas fitting tools,

also the famous Armstrong brace suspender, armlets, gaiters of spiral spring and patent

trouser and vest buckles. Since that time the industry has gi-own by leaps and bounds and

additional lines have been added. Frank Armstrong displayed a marked spirit of initiative in

all that he undertook, closely studied the market and endeavored to give to the public a line

fliat would meet a popular demand. In 1877 they began the manufacture of stock and die

tools and later added pipe threading machines to their output. Frank Armstrong continued

an active factor in the development and management of the business up to the time of his

demise in 189.'!, and in his passing tlie city lost one of its most ]irominent early manufac-

turers.

!Mr. Armstrong was married in Waterbury to Miss Elizabeth Chapman, of Stonington,

Connecticut, and they became the parents of five children, of whom three are living: ]>. N.

;

Charles H. ; and Lillian L., the wife of B. I. Ashburn, of Bridgeport.

Charles H. Armstrong attended the schools of Waterbury, of Hamburg. Germany, and

of Bridgeport, accordingly as his parents made removal, and he started out in the busi-

ness world as a partner in the Chapman & Armstrong Manufacturing Company of Water-

bury, in wliicli his father was also interested. Tliey made trimmings for novelties, al.so [Kirts
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of Ijiicklcs and Mtlii-r lines but eventinilly sdld tmt ^o tlio nibbiT tnist. !!< caily bccainf

familiar with all of tlio ilepartinonts of the Armstrong :\laniiractnring Cunipaiiy and has

conet'ntratod his efforts and energies for many years upon the further development of the

business. With the death of liis father in 189:!, his mother was cliosen pre,>i<l,>nt ol the

company and Charles H. Armstrong has been secretary and treasurer since 1«SS. \\ itii tin-

death of Mrs. Armstrong in 1899, D. N. Armstrong became president and so continues.

Their important products today are the genuine Amory Armstrong stocks and dies, water,

gas and steam fitters' tools and ])ipe threading nuichines. The genuine Armstrong stocks

and dies, of which this company are the sole manufacturers, are so well known and gen-

erally liked that tliey are found in the kit of every first-class steam and gas fitter in the

civilized world. Their new machines for threading and cutting off pipe are built with the

.same care and under the same able mechanical supervision as their stocks and dies. Their

work sjiells "excellence" in every phase and their output seems to be the last word in manu-

facture of this kind. The growth of their business is indicated in the fact that while at

the outset six men and about forty girls were employed, they now have one hundred men.

The father and the tw-o sons have taken out many jiatents on machines and tools pertaining

to the business, which has been constantly broadened in its scope and has ever maintained a

foremost position in the manufacturing circles of the city.

In 18S.5 ilr. Armstrong was united in mariage to Miss Laura Lee. of liridgeport. a

daughter of G. B. Lee, and they now have three living children, Frank L., t'harles H.

and Lorain IC. Mr. Armstrong belongs to the Episcojial church and his ]i(ditical faith is that

of the democratic party. He served for a number of years on the board of apportion-

ment and for a considerable period has been a member of the library board. He stamls at

all tinies for those progressive interests which are looking to the upbuilding and development

of the city and his work in behalf of public progress has been far-reaching and etVectiv<'.

Socially he is identified witli tlie Brooklawn Country Club. Practically his entire life has been

spent in Bridgeport, where he has many friends who recognize the sterling traits of his

character and entertain for him the highest regard as a business man and citizen. He has

ever endeavored to closely follow the highest ethics of business life and his name has liecome

synonymous with honorable dealing as .well as progressiveness.

WILLIAM E. HATHEWAY.

Many and diversified aie the mannfacturing interests of Bridgeport which have made

the city a great center of trade, with ramifying connections reaching out into all sections

of the country. On the roll of progressive and successful manufacturers is found the name

of William Iv Hatheway, president of the Hatheway Manufacturing Company, engaged

in the manufacture of metal specialties and chains. His life record had its beginning at

Poquonock. Connecticut, in 1864, his parents being George S. and Leonora (Hester)

Hatheway, deeendants of an old colonial family. 'The latter w^s a daughter of Edward

Hester, a native of England, who came to the United States and settled in Connecticut.

William Iv Hatheway acquired a public school education and afterward learned the

machinist's trade. He came to Bri3geport in 1886. and in 1889 he and his brother, George

T. Hatheway, formed a partnership and established a business luider the firm name of

Hatheway Brothers, manufacturers of metal specialties. It was in HIO.') tliat the Hathe-

way Manufacturing Company was organized and five years later, or in I'.IKI. the business

was incorporated, with a capital stock of one hundred thousand dollars. The officers in

1917 are: William E. Hatheway, president and treasurer: J. T. Hatheway, vice president;

and M. E. Thomson, secretary. The business is located at the corner of Railway and

Bostwick avenues, occupying a building of mill construction, with fifteen thousand scpiare
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feet of floor space, and tliey em|iloy about one liiindred peo])le, one-half of whom are skilled

in this particular line, 'i'licir nuiini factored products, include a large variety of metal

specialties, buckles, bullous, iliaius. etc.. wliicli are sold to manufacturers throughout the

United States and also extensively exported.

In April. 18!12. -Mr. Hatlnnvay was united in marriage to Miss .Jeannette Thomson, of

Bridgeport, a daughter of .lames A. Thomson. They have one child. May, now the wife

of Uev. Ralpli il. Timberlake. of New Haven, and a grandson William Hathewav Timbcrlake.
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